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NEW  BUILDING  OF  THE  YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW  YORK. 


Tins  beautiful  and  attractive  home  for  young  men,  stands  on 
the  corner  of  Fourth  avenue  and  East  Twenty-third  street, 
measuring  175  foot  on  the  latter  and  80  feet  0  inches  on  the 
former  thoroughfare.  The  above  cut  i.i  taken  from  the  April 
number  of  Putnam 't  Monthly  Magazine. 

DESCRIPTION. 

The  lower  story  is  taken  up  with  stores.  Entering  the  door 
on  Twenty-third  street  and  ascending  to  the  first  floor,  you 
pass  on  the  right  into  the  Grand  Ilall,  capable  of  seating  1,500 
persons.  The  ventilation  of  this  room  is  said  to  be  perfect — 
crowded  audiences  leaving  tho  air  as  pure  as  they  found  it. 
The  experience  of  the  last  few  weeks  makes  it  evident  that 
this  is  for  th  i  present  tho  .popular  hall  of  the  city. 

The  beautiful  organ  in  it  cost  $10,000.  It.  is  an  instrument 
of  remarkable  power  and  variety,  allowing  of  no  less  than  500 
combinations  without  a  touch  upon  n  draw  stop.  Its  cost 
together  with  that  of  a  Chickering  Grand  Piano,  for  the  hall, 
was  completely  defrayed  by  the  proceeds  of  a  concert  given  in 
the  place,  Tuesday  evening,  December  1st. 

To  the  left  of  the  staircase  is  a  pleasant  reception  room, 
opening  by  seven  doors  into  the  Secretary's  room,  the  large  read- 
ing room,  a  series  of  three  committee  rooms  or  parlors,  a  wash 
room  and  finally  into  the  bath  rooms,  gymnasium  and  bowling 
alley,  the  latter  being  reached  by  descending  two  flights  of  stairs. 
Upon  the  second  floor  are  the  library,  capable  of  containing 
20,000  volumes,  a  small  lecture  room  seating  400  persons  and 
four  smaller  rooms  for  evening  classes  in  writing,  drawing, 
bookkeeping,  the  sciences  and  the  languages.  The  upper 
story  is  at  present  rented  for  artists  studios, 


'  COST. 

Cost  of  Land         -         -         -         $142,000 

The  value  of  this  ha*  greatly  Increased  since  purchase. 

Cost  of  Building         -         -        -      345,000 


Donations  and  Subscriptions 
Funded  Debt 


817,500 
.150,000 


-$487,000 


-$467,500 


Leaving  to  be  collected        -  -        19,500 

Tlie  funded  debt  is  to  be  paid  by  a  Sinking  Fund  for  the  crea- 
tion of  which  the  rent  ot  the  stores  is  set  apart. 

DEDICATION. 

The  building  was  dedicated  Thursday  evening,  December 
2d.  Rev.  Thos.  Dewitt,  D.  D.  read  a  portion  of  Scripture,  Rev. 
Dr.  S.  II.  Tyng,  offered  the  prayer  of  dedication.  A  dedicatory 
hymn  written  by  Mr.  A.  D.  F.  Randolph,  was  sung.  An  intro- 
ductory statement  was  read  by  .the  President,  Mr.  Wm.  E. 
Dodge,  Jr.,  Rev,  Dr.  Wm.  Adams,  Vice-President  Colfax,  Rev. 
j  Dr.  J.  R  Kendrick,  Governor  Hoffman,  General  O.  O.  Howard, 
!  Rev.  Dr.  J.  P.  Thompson  and  Rev.  Dr.  H.  B.  Ridgaway  made 
brief  addresses.  Mr.  Colfax  thus  eloquently  alluded  to  the 
sphere  and  work  of  the  Associations: 

I  "  While  each  Church  may  be  a  pillar  of  beauty  and  strength 
in  a  majestic  and  divine  temple  of  faith,  your  Association  is 
like  the  dome,  which  unites  while  it  protects  all,  and  on  which 
is  emblazoned,  in  letters  resplendent  with  moro  than  the  light 
of  the  sun  at  noonday,  these  words  of  love  and  power, '  Chris- 
tian unity.' " 
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be  WISE. 
John  Hall,  D.  D. 

The  young  man  had  been  hogged  and  kissed  by  mother  and 
sisters,  and  little  Harry,  whose  heart  was  very  full ;  and  his 
lather  had  accompanied  him  to  the  depot  to  see  him  off  to  the 
great  city  where  he  had  got  "  a  position "  in  an  office.  His 
father  had  given  up  kissing  him,  since  the  growth  of  Tom's 
beard  had  put  physical  difficulties  in  the  way,  but  he  was  none 
the  less  proud  and  fond  of  his  noble-looking  and  high-minded 
son,  who  had  never  given  him  a  serious  anxiety.  So  when  the 
time  for  parting  came,  he  held  him  by  the  hand  with  a  grasp 
that  meant  something,  his  eye  moistened,  and  his  lip  lost  all  its 
firmness,  faltered,  and  failed  at  last  "  Tom,  you  never  vexed  me 
once.  Be  wise,  as-you — aa-you-have  been,  and  God  bless  you  1" 
and  the  father  could  say  no  more.  There  were  downright  tears 
in  his  honest  eyes ;  and  one  who  was  at  hand  and  took  in  the 
situation,  and  remembered  long-ago  times,  got  a  little  obstruc- 
tion in  the  throat,  partly  in  sympathy  with  the  old,  and  partly 
with  the  young,  man. 

He  also  got  a  text  for  some  short  honest,  frank  advice 
to  all  Tom's  equals  in  age — a  talk  rather  better  than  some  of 
the  "  eloquent  lectures,"  though  not  quite  so  good  as  a  sermon. 

"  Be  wise  "  my  dear  Tom  1 — that  covers  a  great  deal.  It  is  a 
blank  check-book  into  which  one  can  write  tens,  or  hundreds, 
or  thousands.  It  is  not  by  any  means  to  be  confounded  with 
being  cunning — wisdom  is  an  honest  banker ;  canning  is  a  mean 
usurer.  Wisdom  is  an  honest  locksmith ;  cunning  carries  false 
keys.    Wisdom  is  a  gentleman ;  cunning  is  an  area  sneak. 

Let  us  try  to  fill  up  Tom's  check. 

A  WORD  ABOUT  DRK8B. 

Be  wise  about  your  drem.  It  is  your  first  introduction,  by 
which  you  are  mentally  measured  by  the  gentleman  as  he  opens 
the  cover  of  the  other — in  writing — which  you  hand  him,  Do 
not  be  slovenly.  When  you  have  made  a  name  for  all  that  is 
noble,  or  are  worth  three  millions,  you  can  afford  to  be  so,  but 
not  now.  Never  be  filthy,  for  reasons  of  every  kind.*  Never 
be  showy.  It  is  all  wrong  if  the  most  memorable  thing  about 
you  when  you  have  gone  be  an  amazing  breastpin,  or  a  surpris- 
ing vest.  It  will  be  much  better  if  the  gentleman  "  really  does 
not  remember  how  you  were  got  up."  .It  is  a  pretty  good  rule 
never  to  be  in  the  van  of  the  fashion,  and  never  to  hold  on  to 
style  which  nearly  all  other  men  have  dropped.  Here,  but  not 
everywhere,  the  Latin  proverb  is  in  point :  "  In  the  middle  you 
are  safest."  A  wise  mother  or  sister,  or  a  sensible  female  friend,  is 
no  mean  authority  on  points  of  this  kind. 

Dress  according  to  your  position  and  duties.  Look  at  the 
sparrows ;  they  dearly  love  a  tumble  in  the  dust  of  the  road  in 
good  weather.  It  is  no  doubt  good  for  them;  but  they  have 
•  got  from  their  Creator,  who  never  errs  in  taste  or  fitness,  dusty 
brown  coats,  between  which  and  their  habits  there  is  no  incom- 
patibility. Look  on  the  other  hand  at  the  feathers  of  some  of 
the  young  people  who  are  supposed  to  dust  the  parlors — but  it 
is  for  young  men  we  write.  Natural  fitness,  however,  is  the 
basis  of  "taste." 

THK  BOAHDOTO-HOUKK. 

Be  wise  about  your  boarding-place.  Having  found  those  that 
suit  your  means,  consider  the  tort  of  people  with  whom  you  are 
to  mingle.  A  little  similarity  of  character  and  habit  is  desira- 
ble. You  may  be  firm  enough  to  stay  at  home  when  they  are 
all  going  to  the  theatre,  or  to  read  a  book  when  they  are  at 
cards,  or  to  make  a  fight  for  meals-  on  Sabbaths,  that  will  admit 
of  Sabbath  duties  without  fasting  (which  to  have  any  virtue  in 
it  must  be  voluntary,  you  know),  but  it  is  not  desirable  to  have 
any  needless  strain  put  upon  your  principles.    There  will  be 


inevitable  work  for  them  to  do  elsewhere.  And  when  you  are 
settled  in  such  a  temporary  home,  live  in  it  as  if  all  the  city 
looked  at  you  hourly.  You  arc  working  your  character  there. 
You  need  not  be  rich,  or  make  a  figure,  or  be  accomplish'.; ",  or 
brilliant,  but  you  can  be  modest,  kind,  obliging,  gentle — in  fact 
a  gentleman. 

USE  OF  MONEY. 

Be  wise  about  your  money.  Specie  is  much  like  other  metal, 
and  greenbacks  are  paper  printed  carefully,  and  sometimes  very 
filthy.  But  money  represents  all  that  you  buy  with  it,  and  the 
want  of  it  often  means  painful  shifts,  sore  temptations,  bitter 
regrets.  Never  live  on  the  extreme  edge  of  your  income.  Save 
a  little.  It  will  teach  you  self-control.  Don't  learn  to  feel  un- 
happy until  you  have  bought  something,  when  you  have  three 
dollars  not  immediately  wanted.  Do  not  go  in  debt  for  any 
common  cause.  "  The  borrower  is  servant  to  the  lender."  Be 
sparing  in  laying  out  on  yourself,  and  generous  when  comforts 
for  "  the  old  folks  at  home,"  or  the  young  sisters,  are  concerned. 
Give  of  all  you  possess  to  God,  on  principle  and  plan.  As  the 
Sabbath,  given  honestly  to  God,  blesses  all  the  week  from  Mon- 
day morning  till  Saturday  night,  so  the  proportion  given  to 
God  makes  all  that  is  left  go  farther. 

Never  bet,  never  gamble  in  any  form,  even  in  the  lottery  at  a 
"  church  fair."  Tell  the  most  charming  canvasser  for  it,  that  it 
is  not  fair,  and  that  you  are  "  principled  "  on  it  In  her  secret 
heart  she  will  not  respect  you  lees — perhaps  will  wish  her  brother 
did  likewise.  Gambling  is  a  short  .cut  to  destruction.  One 
hears  of  a  lucky  chance  that  set  up  or  kept  up  a  scamp,  but  only 
now  and  then  of  the  dozens  whose  means  leaked  out  invisibly — 
nobody  knew  how — no  one  butthescroundrel  that  plucked  the 
silly  pigeons.  "What  is  hit  is  history,  what  is  missed  is  mys- 
tery." 

Do  not  assess  yourself  with  taxes  for  tobacco  or  drink.  Num- 
bers of  excellent  people  pass  through  life  irreproachably  without 
either  of  these.  Is  it  true  that  retailers  of  drink  sell  over  the 
counters  to  casual  callers  fourteen  hundred  and  sixty  millions  of 
dollars  worth  t  we  amend  the  question — that  they  take  this  sum 
for  drink  over  their  counters  yearly  f  Young  Men  of  the  United 
States,  you  could  save  much  of  that  with  benefit  to  yourselves 
and  your  country. 

HOW  TO  SIT  ntTHHDB. 

Be  wise  in  the  selection  of  your  friends.  Some  I  know  may 
say ;  "selection  !»why  we  have  no  room  to  select;  we  have  hardly 
any,  and  must  take  what  we  can  get"  I  am  aware  it  is  so  with 
many,  and  at  this  point  I  would  say  a  word  to  young  men  so 
situated. 

You  enter  a  city  with  perhaps  one  introduction,  and  that  pos- 
sibly to  a  clergyman  whose  time  is  too  fully  occupied  to  admit 
of  his  doing  much  to  help  you  socially.  How  shall  you  form  a 
circle  of*  friends?  Join  yourself  on  other  and  proper  froundt 
and  fill  your  place  to  a  church,  in  all  its  church-work.  The 
church  want*  you  and  some  will  notice  you,  in  the  course  of  time. 
They  will  introduce  you  to  others,  and  so  the  number  will  grow 
as  fast  as  it  is  desirable,  having  regard  to  your  means,  your 
time,  and  the  need  you  have  for  self-culture,  which  requires  some 
hours  at  least  of  each  week.  Go  to -the  Yotmo  Men's  Associ- 
ation, and  congenial  companionships  will  grow  up  naturally, 
and  without  effort,  in  your  own  line  of  life.  You  will  get  as 
many  friend*  in  this  way  as  you  require,  for  be  sure  of  this, 
young  men,  one  of  the  most  abused  words  in  our  current  speech 
at  this  moment  is  the  word  "  friend."  For  every  twenty  instan- 
ces in  which  it  is  used,  "  acquaintance "  should  be  employed, 
and  even  that  should  be  qualified  by  the  adjective  "  casual."  The 
English  poet  satirized  her  who  hod  her  "  dear  five  hundred 
friends."    Poor  woman  I    She  had  not  probably  &yvfrm4*. 
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But  there  are  those  who  number  them  by  the  thousand,  to  the 
real  benefit  of  no  mortal,  but  the  engraver !  Make  a  few  real 
friends;  one  a  year  will  be  rapid  progress.  You  will  come  to 
have  their  circle  as  acquaintances  and  get  friends  out  of  them. 

As  to  the  elaborate  efforts  that  young  men  are  sometimes 
tempted  to  make  to  "get  introduced"  into  "good  society,"  in 
many  cases  the  result  is  bad.  Expenses,  late  hours,  frantic  ef- 
forts to  be  at  home  and  agreeable  in  it,  disregard  of  legitimate 
business,  and  neglect  of  natural  associations,  with  heads  turned 
by  occasional  success — are.  the  too  frequent  results.  I  have 
known  young  men  struggle  by  the  dear-bought  aid  of  the  tailor 
and  even  dancing-master;  as  they  thought,  upward.  The  con- 
tempt I  felt  for  them  at  first  turned  into  pity,  as  I  saw  their 
humiliating  failure,  not  only  as  to  the  real  business  of  life,  but 
even  as  to  their  poor  and  silly  ambition.  Young  men  I  be 
thorough,  self-respecting,  upright  and  modest,  and  people  will 
find  you  out  and  become  your  friends,  in  sufficient  numbers  for 
all  your  interests.  When  you  have  found  them,  stick  to  them. 
There  is  a  sweet  and  uncommon  pleasure  in  saying  of  any  true 
man,  "  we  have  been  friends  for  twenty  years." 

I  am  not  afraid  to  make  these  remark  apply  to  both  sexes. 
Care,  good  sense  and  prayer  are  pre-eminently  proper  in  forming 
close  acquaintance  with  those  of  the  other  sex ;  for  who  con 
tell  by  how  slight  and  unexpected  circumstances  be  may  be  led 
into  relationships  that  will  bless  or  curse  his  life  t  Young  men, 
let  me  ask  you,  on  this  whole  subject,  to  give  one  careful  reading 
to  the  book  of  Proverbs.  Of  wisdom,  as  to  the  church  and  as  to 
your  own  soul,  I  do  not  here  speak.  In  other  forms  you  will 
be  addressed  on  these  high  themes.  But  the  points  indicated 
arc  those  on  which  I  have  seen  young  men  make  mistakes,  in- 
jure themselves,  disappoint  their  relatives,  and  make  it  impos- 
sible for  others  to  give  them  aid. 

MAKE  YOURSELF  WANTED. 

Remember  yon  want  to  have  good  positions— of  trust,  of  in- 
fluence and  of  affluence.  Bat  the  community  wants  men  of  in- 
telligence, trustworthiness  and  faculty,  just  as  much  as  you  want 
the  places.  Acquire  and  maintain  these  qualities,  and,  that 
gold  watches  will  lie  about  the  streets  and  find  none  to  pick 
them  up,  is  about  as  likely  as  that  you  will  "  live  neglected  and 
neglected  die."  You  do  not  need  to  advertise  your  good  qual- 
ities ;  indeed  to  announce  them  too  ostentatiously  puts  them  in 
supposition,  as  the  man  who  offered  good  English  sovereigns 
on  London  Bridge  at  a  shilling  apiece  sold  only  one  or  two— 
the  natural  inference  being  that  they  could  not  be  worth  much, 
they  were  offered  so  cheap.  Be  thoroughly  good  in  yourselves, 
and  the  goodness  will  appear  without  effort  from  you.  Nobody 
attempts  to  polish  deal,  though  it  is  often  enough  veneered, 
stained,  or  varnished.  The  better  and  more  enduring  woods 
only,  are  polished.  Veneering  and  varnishing  get  spoiled  in  the 
friction  of  life,  but  the  oak  or  the  walnut  you  may  hack  and 
hew,  and  it  is  hard  wood  to  the  heart.  Young  men,  be  thor- 
oughly good,  and  by  God's  blessing  you  will  come  to  the  places 
only  good  men  can  fUL 


THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  ARCHITECTURE. 
Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D. 
Each  leading  phase  of  Christianity,  in  its  turn,  has  found  ex- 
pression in  the  buildings  devised  or  appropriated  for  its  use. 

EARLY   CHRISTIAN   ARCHITECTURE. 

The  primitive  Christians  in  their  poverty  and  simplicity,  pro- 
vided themselves  at  the  first  only  with  places  of  assembly  for 
prayer,  the  reading  of  the  word,  and  the  communion  of  the 
church— sometimes  a  private  house,  sometimes  a  deserted  tem- 
ple or  other  abandoned  public  edifice,  sometimes  even  a  cave  in 


the  desert  or  under  the  city,  hidden  from  the  notice  of  men. 
Accommodation  and  safety  were  the  first  ideas.  Very  early, 
however,  the  notion  of  a  sacred  building,  itself  an  offering  to 
God  and  dedicated  to  His  service— a  notion  with  which  Jew- 
ish and  Pagan  converts  were  alike  familiar — attached  itself  to 
the  Christian  place  of  worship ;  and  the  church  copied  to  some 
extent  the  plan  of  the  temple,  with  this  difference  however, 
that  the  church  edifice  required  to  be  adapted  to  a  worship  ten- 
dered within  its  walls,  and  not  like  the  temple  service,  in  an 
outer  court  or  portico.  In  the  first  lull  of  persecution,  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  third  century,  Eusebius  informs  us  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  vast  numbers  that  flocked  to  the  religion  of 
Christ,  "  not  content  with  the  ancient  buildings,  they  erected 
spacious  churches  from  the  foundation  in  all  the  cities."  The 
ruins  of  a  Christian  church  of  an  early  date,  are  still  to  be 
found  within  the  open  court  of  a  pagan  temple  at  Thebes.  Thus 
far,  the  two  ideas  of  a  place  of  assembly  and  a  place  sacred  to 
God — or  the  ideas  of  convenience  and  reverence,  of  edification 
and  devotion,  were  combined  in  the  architecture  of  the  Church. 

THE  BASILICA. 

When  the  conversion  of  Constantino  had  brought  to  the 
Church  temporal  prosperity  and  protection  through  its  alliance 
with  the  State,  a  new  direction  was  given  to  Church  architec- 
ture. The  Church  itself  had  grown  to  somewhat  imperial  di- 
mensions, and  was  fast  assuming  hierarchical  forms  of  admin- 
istration ;  and  the  Basilica,  the  old  judicial  hall,  with  its  ele- 
vated apsis  or  tribune,  served  well  the  purposes  of  effective 
demonstration  in  this  new  order  of  things.  In  part,  it  suited 
the  existing  organization  and  worship  of  the  church,  and  in 
part  gave  shape  and  fixedness  to  yet  incipient  ideas  of  order 
and  worship. 

THE   MONASTERY. 

As  the  tendency  to  Monasticism  grew  within  the  church,  the 
monastery  and  the  abbey  became  the  type,  as  well  as  the  home 
of  a  reclusive  meditative  piety,  around  which  clustered  the 
graceful  fruits  of  charity.  The  site  of  the  building  was  com- 
monly selected  with  an  eye  to  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  in 
nature ;  the  stream,  the  wood,  the  lake,  the  hill-side,  invited  to 
the  contemplation  of  the  Creator;  and  the  interior  of  the  edi- 
fice, while  adapted  by  its  cells  and  cloisters  to  a  life  of  relig- 
ious meditation,  had  also  in  its  courts  and  its  refectory  the  air 
of  fraternity  and  hospitality. 

THE   CATHEDRAL. 

Of  the  Gothic  Cathedral,  Milman  has  well  said  that  it  was 
"  the  consummation,  the  completion,  of  medieval,  of  hierarchi- 
cal Christianity."  As  toward  God,  this  lofty  and  spacious  edi- 
fice suggested  at  once  reverence  and  aspiration,  as  toward  man 
it  was  adapted  for  the  most  imposing  processional  services  and 
scenic  effects.  It  jras  a  symbolic  book  of  devotion.  A  con- 
templative piety,  to  which  the  element  of  mystery  was  a  pow- 
erful auxiliary,  found  here  its  noble  and  fitting  expression,  "  the 
cathedral  was  a  vast  book  .in  stone,  teaching  by  symbolidan- 
guage ;  its  form  and  distribution  was  a  confession  of  faith ;  it 
typified  the  creed." 

THE  MEETING   HOUSE. 

The  Reformation  created  anew  the  demand  of  the  primitive 
Church,  for  the  orderly  assembling  of  congregations  id  houses 
arranged  for  preaching,  and  united  prayer  and  praise ;  and  the 
Puritan  movement  carried  out  the  demand  for  a  purely  spirit- 
ual religion  to  the  extreme  of  boldness  in  the  arrangements  for 
public  worship.  By  a  perversion  of  the  sentiment  that  God 
can  be  worshipped  as  acceptably  in  a  barn  as  in  a  cathedral,  the 
church  became  in  an  architectural  point  of  view,  the  most 
barn-like  of  structures. 
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THE  ASSOCIATION  BUIMHNG. 

This  brief  outline  may  suffice  to  show  how  the  several  phases 
of  Christianity  hare  found  expression  in  the  forms  of  architec- 
ture. The  same  law  still  obtains.  An  analysis  of  the  new 
building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  New  York, 
discovers  an  embodiment  of  a  phase  of  Christianity,  which 
is  one  of  the  most  hopeful  features  of  our  times ;  a  Christianity 
which  is  at  once  practical  and  refining,  which  believes  in  work, 
yet  provides  for  recreation  and  cultivates  taste,  and  which,  keep- 
ing ever  uppermost  the  spiritual  culture  of  the  heart,  appropri- 
ates whatever  is  useful  or  beautiful  in  the  world  without,  for  the 
glory  of  Christ  and  the  advantage  of  mankind. 

In  this  building,  there  is  first  of  all  the  principle  of  adapta- 
tion. The  law  of  utility  is  observed  throughout.  Every  room, 
every  arrangement,  every  article  is  for  use,  and  a  use  in  har- 
mony with  the  great  object  of  the  institution,  and  contributing 
toward  that  The  practical  adaptation  of  all  means  and  efforts 
to  some  useful  end,  which  marks  the  Christianity  of  the  time, 
is  here  exhibited  in  the  perfection  of  detail. 

Next  to  this  is  the  attraction  of  comfort  which  the  building 
proffers  in  its  minor  appointments.  The  library,  the  reading 
room,  the  reception  room,  the  rooms  for  conversation,  for  classes, 
for  committees,  all  have  an  inviting  look,  which  at  once  sug- 
gests to  a  stranger  the  features  of  home.  The  young  man 
coming  to  New  York  unfriended,  will  find  a  welcome  in  the 
very  air  of  these  comfortable  apartments.  The  Christianity 
■which  knows  how  to  approach  the  soul  through  a  friendly, 
hearty  interest  in  the  man,  is  here  exemplified  in  its  most  win- 
ning forms. 

Nor  does  this  genial,  homelike  religion,  this  religion  that 
seeks  the  best  end  in  the  wisest  way,  disdain  to  provide  for  re- 
creation. The  young  man  exposed  to  the  dazzling  enticements 
of  vice  in  a  great  city,  has  a  soul  to  be  won  to  Christ,  and  this 
will  be  constantly  in  the  thought  of  those  who  seek  to  draw 
him  to  their  fellowship  as  an  association  of  christians.  But  he 
must  be  won  to  Christ  by  influence,  and  this  influence  is  to  be 
gained  by  a  wise  and  friendly  interest  in  his  general  welfare, 
and  by  making  the  christian  character  and  life  attractive  in  his 
eyes.  The  salvation  of  his  soul  is  the  great  thing,  but  it  is  well 
even  to  keep  him  out  of  the  snares  of  vice.  T6  win  him 
to  Christ  is  the  supreme  object,  but  it  is  well  even  to 
draw  him  within  the  embrace  of  a  christian  home.  And  if  he 
finds  within  that  home  a  generous  provision  for  his  eomfort  and 
enjoyment,  if  he  finds  these  pure  and  healthful  recreations,  if 
he  finds  that  religion  provides  "  those  things  which  ore  requisite 
and  necessary  as  well  for  the  body  as- the  soul,1'  he  is  for  more 
likely  to  be  brought  under  that  personal  influence  which  will 
lead  him  to  the  Saviour. 

In  the  same  spirit  this  new  building  employs  the  beautiful 
ministry  of  the  art*  for  the  noble  service  of  Christianity.  Arch- 
itecture, painting,  music,  eloquence,  all  that  tends  to  refine  and 
enrich  our  social  culture,  is  here  subordinated  to  Christian  uses. 
And  in  this  appears,  perhaps,  the  most  distinctive  and  hopeful 
feature  of  the  Christianity  of  our  times :  that  it  is  teaching  men 
how  to  use  the  world  as  not  abusing  it,  and  is  carrying  the 
regal  authority  of  Christ  into  every  department  and  interest  of 
life.  It  neither  worships  nor  contemns  the  beautiful ;  is  neither 
mediaeval  in  its  homage  to  art,  nor  iconoclastic  in  asserting  its 
own  spirituality,  but  claims  the  beautiful  as  it  had  before 
claimed  the  useful  as  the  property  of  its  Lord,  and  consecrates 
this  to  His  service.  Architecture  in  its  grandest  and  loftiest 
forms,  music  in  its  richest  harmonies,  eloquence  in  its  most 
thrilling  and  persuasive  utterances,  poetry  in  its  most  sublime 
and  exquisite  measures,  painting  in  its  most  pure  and  inspiring 
conceptions,  these  all  shall  bo  presided  over  by  the  higher 


genius  of  Christianity,  informed  by  its  spirit,  subdued  to  its 
will.  And  so  the  highest  thought  expressed  in  this  building 
is  the  living  consecration  of  all  that  is  in  and  of  us,  to  Christ 
the  head  of  all  glory  and  power.  It  is  not  that  art,  and  learn- 
ing, and  culture  minister  to  Christianity  as  helping  her  cause, 
much  less  that  these  divide  with  her  a  place  in  our  affections, 
but  that  religion  is  so  filled  at  last  with  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
that  it  consecrates  all  by  His  love,  of  whom,  and  through 
whom,  and  to  whom  aro  all  things ;  to  whom  be  glory  for- 


THE  HIGHEST  STYLE  OF  MAN. 

8.  II.  Tykg,  D.  D. 

How  remarkable  was  that  description  which  Dr.  Payson  gave 
of  the  christian  state  and  character,  in  one  of  the  last  utteran- 
ces of  his  wonderful  life. 

"  I  am  a  christian.  What  then  ?  Why,  I  am  a  redeemed  sin- 
ner— a  pardoned  rebel — all  through  grace,  and  by  the  most 
wonderful  means  which  infinite  wisdom  could  devise. 

"I  am  a  christian.  What  then?  Why  I  am  a  temple  of  God 
and  surely  ought  to  be  pure  and  holy. 

"lama  christian.  What  then  ?  I  am  a  child  of  God,  and  I 
ought  to  be  filled  with  filial  love,  reverence,  joy  and  gratitude.  • 

"lama  christian.  What  then  ?  Why,  I  am  a  disciple  of 
Christ,  and  must  imitate  him  who  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart 
and  pleased  not  himself. 

"lama  christian.  What  then ?  Why,  I  am  on  heir  of 
heaven,  and  hastening  on  to  the  abodes  of  the  blessed,  to  join 
the  full  choir  of  glorified  ones,  in  singing  the  song  of  Hoses 
and  the  lamb;  and  surely  I  ought  to  learn  that  song  on  earth." 

To  assume  this  title  is  not  a  light  thing.  To  be  permitted  to 
bear  it  is  our  highest  privilege.  To  bear  it  rightly  and  truly 
involves  the  deepest  experience  of  human  life.  A  man  once 
dead,  and  then  mode  alive  again  through  infinite  grace,  is  the 
only  fit  messenger  for  God  on  the  earth. 

The  divine  formula  which  describes  a  true  christian  experi- 
ence is :  "He  was  dead  and  is  alive  again ;  He  was  lost  and  is 
found."  He  lias  recovered  that  which  was  by  him  lost  He  has 
been  himself  recovered  by  those  who  feared  that  he  was  lost  for- 
ever. This  is  the  description  of  every  christian  young  man ;  and 
of  course,  of  every  association  of  such.  So  they  appear  to  the 
christian  church  around — so  they  feel  for  themselves.  Parental 
piety  and  love  may  utter  this  divine  sentence — higher  and  purer 
relations,  attained  in  life,  may  proclaim  it — Divine  compassion 
may  announce  it — and  the  inward  heart  of  every  christian,  in  its 
own  consciousness  and  joy,  will  speak  it  with  delight:  "I  toot 
dead  and  I  am  alive  again ;  I  ica*  lost  and  I  am  found."  Thus 
the  retrospection,  the  joy,  the  hope  of  every  christian  young 
man  runs  into  the  very  formula  of  the  divine  teaching,  and 
gratefully  confesses :  "  this  is  a  picture  of  myself." 

For  such  we  write.  They  have  been  recovered.  The  danger 
was  great;  the  likelihood  of  final  ruin  was  immediate,  in 
many  coses,  almost  alisolute.  The  probability  of  a  deliverance 
was  discouraging  and  small.  The  elements  of  the  evil  were  pain- 
ful and  overwhelming.  The  light  of  hope  seemed  to  be  going 
down  in  extreme  darkness.  But  through  infinite  goodness  the 
danger  is  passed,  and  we  now  survey  it  as  past  forever. 

No  view  of  a  personal  calamity,  or  danger,  is  so  discriminat- 
ing and  effective,  as  a  retrospective  one.  In  the  midst  of  the 
trial,  whatever  it  may  be,  there  is  a  difficulty  of  perception,  a 
confusion,  a  darkness  prevailing ;  sometimes  a  stupidity,  and 
almost  indifference,  which  comes  as  a  product  of  despair.  But 
when  the  immediate  danger  has  gone  by,  and*  we  look  back,  we 
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are  able  to  comprehend  an  extent  of  exposure  and  difficulty 
which  was  before  hidden. 

The  man  rescued  from  the  shipwreck,  safely  sitting  upon  the 
shore ;  the  passenger  alive  and  unhurt  amidst  the  horrors  of  a 
railway  collision,  contemplating  the  shattered  remnants  around 
him — are  illustrations  of  his  feeling  and  consciousness  of  past 
and  present  personal  condition,  who,  by  the  amazing  grace  of 
God,  has  been  "  brought  from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the 
pdwer  of  Satan  unto  God.''  * 

What  a  survey  of  life  this  is !  I  was  dead — dead  to  the  high- 
est interests  of  my  being ;  to  the  very  concerns  which  ought  to 
have  absorbed  all«my  earnestness  of  pursuit,  and  occupied  all 
my  desires  of  attainment  A  brute  could  hardly  have  been 
more  selfish  and  carnal ;  a  stone  scarcely  harder,  more  unjm- 
pressible,  than  L  But  I  am  alive  again;  scenes,  themes, 
thoughts,  hopes,  subjects,  plans,  which  I  could  not  then  have 
conceived,  now  fill  my  mind,  heart  and  will.  "  By  the  grace  of 
God  I  am  what  I  am  :  alive  to  God,,  through  Jesus  Christ,  my 
Lord." 

I  recall  a  remarkable  illustration  of  this  wonderful  change. 
Years  ago,  I  was  visiting  a  widow  lady  in  a  far  distant  city, 
who  had  an  only  son,  then  lost  to  her  and  to  himself;  a  young 
man  of  education  and  promise.  He  wandered  to  India  in  his 
waywardness  to  seek  employment  there.  Disappointed  and 
weary,  sick  and  poor,  he  returned  alone  and  unknown  to  this 
city.  He  roamed  about  in  search  of  provision  for  his  wants, 
till  all  his  means  were  gone.  Many  nights  had  been  passed  in 
the  streets  without  a  home  to  invite  or  receive  him.  Foot- 
sore and  ready  to  perish,  he  seated  himself  at  midnight  on  the 
atcpe  of  a  church  and  ate  alone  and  wretched  his  last  piece  of 
bread.  In  his  despair  in  the  early  morning,  he  sought  the 
U.  8.  Rendezvous,  and  enlisted  in  the  army.  As  a  common 
soldier  he  was  sent  to  the  far  south,  and  supposed  himself 
finally  forgotten,  lost  and  dead,  to  all  who  had  known  him  on 
the  earth. 

But  ah !  "the  Lord's  arm  is  not  shortened  nor  his  ear  heavy," 
that  lonely  widowed  mother  was  still  incessant  in  prayer  for  her 
son.  She  interested  two  christian  friends  in  the  search  for  him. 
He  was  found.  His  release  was  obtained  He  was  placed  in  new 
employment  and  within  the  circle  of  hope  again.  Better  than 
all,  he  was  visited  by  heavenly  grace,  and  became  a  christian 
man. 

But  this  was  not  all.  Feeling  himself  called  to  preach  the 
gospel,  he  became,  in  the  wonderful  providence  of  God,  the 
honored  pastor  of  that  very  church  on  the  steps  of  which,  at 
midnight,  he  laid  down  to  cat  his  last  morsel  of  bread  and  die. 

This  was  recovery.  The  finding  of  the  lost.  The  raising  of 
the  dead  to  life.  The  past,  in  all  its  darkness,  degradation  and 
misery,  had  gone  forever.  The  present,  with  its  comfort,  its 
happiness,  its  honor,  had  succeeded.  The  future  in  the  fullness- 
of  the  glory  which  abounding  grace  will  bring  is  yet  before 
him. 

This  is  an  illustration.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion may  be  the  divine  hand  outstretched  to  hundreds  such. 
What  loving  hearts  are  wanted  I  What  patient  labors !  What 
fidelity  of  purpose!  What  reality  of  spiritual  life!  What 
cheerfulness  of  hope  and  of  association !  One  such  young  man 
recovered  is  worth  all  that  has  been  expended.  But  if  chris- 
tian young  men  are  faithful  to  God,  loving  to  Jesus,  grateful  for 
the  gospel,  and  practically  sympathetic  with  those  who  fall  and 
wander,  many  may  be  reclaimed. 

No  agency  can  be  more  important,  or  more  hopeful.  And  to 
us  who  are  finishing  our  course  it  is  a  grateful  thought,  that  in 
this  great  family  of  grace,  "  instead  of  fathers,  shall  come  the 
children,  whom  God  may  make  princes  in  all  lands." 


SEEING  VISIONS. 

Rev.  Cvrcs  D.  Foss. 

It  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  young  men  to  see  vision*.  Their 
fancy  is  wont  to  paint  the  future  in  brilliant  hues.  Visions  of 
wealth,  preferment,  honor  and  power  ever  stand  before  their  gaze 
to  lure  them  on,  with  attractions  so  strong  and  promises  so  rich 
that  they  are  often  mis-led  into  the  by-paths  of  error,  and  find 
themselves  floundering  in  the  slough  of  disappointment.  The 
mechanic,  the  clerk,  the  law-student,  the  young  physician —in  a 
word,  young  men  of  all  occupations,  have  before  them  some 
bright  ideal. 

This  habit  of  seeing  visions  is  not  generally  commended.  It 
is  thought  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  to  induce  youth  to  take 
sober  views  of  life,  views  based  on  the  frequent  facts  of  failure. 
They  are  pointed  to  the  wrecks  which  crowd  the  shores  of  time 
and  exhorted  to  moderate  their  expectations.  There  are  not 
wanting,  in  any  community,  soured  and  defeated  worldlings 
who  seem  to  think  it  their  special  mission  to  clip  the  wings  of 
the  young.  A  visionary  has  come  to  mean  a  man  who  is  perpet- 
ually forming  impracticable  schemes,  one  who  lives  in  the 
cloud-land  of  imagination,  whose  brain  Is  half-crazed,  and  who 
is  an  object  of  wonder  and  pity ;  who,  like  "  the  father  "  in  the 
Schonberg  Cotta  family,  is  always  just  about  to  bring  out 
some  invention  which  would  enrich  the  family  and  astonish  the 
world  ;  but  whose  projects,  so  far  from  putting  any  bread  into 
the  larder,  are  only  costly  experiments  and  disgraceful  failures. 

VISIONS  A  BLESSING. 

It  may  then  seem  hazardous  for  any  man  to  stand  forth  as 
the  apologist  of  visions.  We  however  assert  that  it  is  a  benefi- 
cent arrangement  of  God  that  young  men  shall  sec  visions. 
Whatever  tendency  we  perceive  to  be  general,  under  every,  vari- 
ety of  circumstances,  we  may  conclude  is  natural.  If  the  style 
of  architecture  entitled  "  building  castles  in  the  air  "  had  been 
confined  entirely  to  Spain,  or  to  the  sixteenth  century,  we  should 
be  constrained  to  search  for  the  local  and  temporary  causes  of 
it ;  but  since  it  is  as  wide  as  the  world,  and  as  constant  as  the 
generations  of  men,  we  look  into  our  nature  for  its  enduring 
foundations.  The  buoyancy  and  hopefulness  of  the  young, 
which  make  them  turn  away  from  the  warning  specters  of  the 
dark  past,  and  fix  their  eyes  on  the  beckoning  angels  of  the 
brilliant  future,  and  which  render  it  simply  impossible  for  them 
to  see  the  world  as  their  grandfathers  see  it,  are  constitutional 
principles.  Superadded  to  this  natural  tendency,  there  is  a 
providential  system  of  motives  which  fosters  it.  God  leads 
men  on  to  higher  aspirations  and  more  strenuous  exertions  by 
promises  destined,  in  most  cases,  never  to  be  fulfilled  in  this 
life.  F.  W.  Robertson  has  a  striking,  (and  almost  startling) 
sermon  on  The  Illusiveness  of  Life  ;  in  which  he  boldly  asserts 
that  "  God's  promises  never  are  fulfilled  in  the  sense  in  which 
they  seem  to  be  given.  Life  is  a  deception ;  its  anticipations, 
which  are  God's  promises  to  the  imagination,  are  never  real- 
alized."  He  instances  the  case  of  Abraham  and  says :  "  God 
promised  Canaan  to  Abraham,  and  yet  Abraham  never  inherit- 
ed Canaan ;  "  and  he  argues  that,  still,  Abraham  was  not  disap- 
pointed ;  and  that  life  in  general  is  not  a  delusion,  but  an  illusion, 
fulfilling  a  richer  expectation  than  it  disappoints. 

It  is  well  to  see  visions.  There  is  an  uncalculatmg,  and  if  you 
please  to  term  it  so,  a  reckless  enthusiasm,  which  in  the  crisis 
hours  of  society,  and  state  and  church,  has  always  been  the  chief 
inspiration  of  success.  Not  your  cool  calculators  of  difficulties ; 
but  those  bold  souls  who  have  had  a  boundless  faith  in  truth, 
and  right,  and  God,  despite  untoward  circumstances,  have  been 
the  invincible  heroes  who  have  plucked  victory  out  of  the  very 
jaws  of  defeat    The  domain  of  science  has  been  extended,  and 
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its  grandest  discoveries  and  inventions  wrought  out,  chiefly  by 
men  whose  cotemporaries  branded  them  as  the  wildest  of  vis- 
ionaries. We  can  hardly  conceive  how  Columbus  and  Galileo 
and  Fulton  were  laughed  at.  Be  it  said  to  the  praise  of 
tliis  age,  that  Field  and  Lesseps  received  far  better  treat- 
ment, long  before  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  and  Suez  Canal 
had  triumphantly  vindicated  their  weary  years  of  struggle  and 
failure.  General  Grant  once  mentioned  several  departments  of 
military  duty,  among  the  rest  the  storming  of  fortifications,  in 
which  he  said  "  our  colored  troops  were  equaled  by  few  sol- 
diers in  the  world,  and  surpassed  by  none."  What  is  the  secret 
of  this,  but  that  thoughtless  buoyancy  of  spirit,  that  irrepressi- 
ble hopefulness  which,  in  all  their  long  oppression,  filled  their 
humble  cabins  with  songs  ?  Why  do  young  men  make  the  best 
soldiers,  and  explorers,  and  missionaries,  and  heroes  of  any  for- 
lorn hope  ?    Because  they  see  the  most  visions  and  the  brightest. 

VI8ION8  IN  HISTORY  AND  PROPHECY. 

In  ancient  time*  God  was  wont  to  reveal  future  events  and  to 
make  known  his  will  to  men,  by  dreams,  trances,  angelic  ap- 
pearances and  direct  communications  from  himself.  The  burn- 
ing bush,  Jacob's  vision  of  the  wondrous  ladder,  the  Christmas 
proclamation  to  the  shepherds,  and  the  sheet  full  of  beasts  and 
creeping  things  let  down  to  Peter,  are  familiar  illustrations.  On 
the  day  of  Pentecost,  Christianity  began  its  career  as  a  tongue  of 
fire.  Its  first  burning  proclamation  slew  and  made  alive  three 
thousand  souls.  Those  scenes  of  wonder  were  declared  to  be 
the  fulfilment  of  an  ancient  prophecy,  part  of  which  ran  thus : 
"  your  young  men  shall  tee  visions."  Not  long  after,  a  certain 
young  man  sees  a  vision.  He  is  a  very  bad  man ;  an  ac- 
tive and  infuriated  persecutor ;  so  hot  with  rage  that  he  seeks 
an  inquisitor's  commission,  and  starts  for  Damascus  "  breathing 
out  threatenings  and  slaughter."  He  arrives — but  the  lion 
has  become  a  lamb.  He  builds  up  the  faith  he  came  to  de- 
stroy 1  What  has  happened  ?  He  has  seen  a  vision.  Long 
afterwards  he  explained  the  amazing  transformation  by 
saying,  "I  was  not  disobedient  unto  the  heavenly  vision." 
Eighteen  years  pass  by ;  the  prince  of  persecutors  has  be- 
come the  chief  of  the  apostles.  Having  planted  churches  in 
many  parts  of  Asia,  he  finds  himself  on  its  extreme  western 
border,  at  Troas,  a  spot  ever  memorable  as  the  starting  point  of 
the  great  European  conqueror  of  Asia  and  of  this  greater  Asiat- 
ic conqueror  of  Europe.  Where  shall  he  go  next,  with  his  in- 
spiring evangel  ?  He  sees  another  vision,  and  hears  a  voice  cry- 
ing, "  Come  over  into  Macedonia  and  help  us."  He  goes,  and 
plants  the  standard  of  Christianity  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

VISIONS  OP  TO-DAY. 

The  day  of  visions  it  not  pott.  It  may  not  be  ours  to  give  a 
hand  of  such  mighty  help  to  a  new  cause,  nor  to  begin  the  re- 
generation of-  a  continent ;  but  inspiring  scenes  dawn  on  our 
eyes  ;  every  age  affords  abundant  scope  for  heroic  achievement. 
Within  the  current  decade,  half  a  million  young  men  have  freely 
poured  out  their  blood  in  this  land  of  ours,  to  water  the  roots 
of  the  tree  of  liberty.  What  inspired  them  to  the  costly 
sacrifice?  Visions  of  self-government  vindicated,  the  Union 
maintained,  the  stars  and  stripes  borne  aloft  in  every  state ;  and 
liberty  made  universal.  There  are  harder  battles  to  be  fought ; 
and  the  combatants  need  the  inspiration  of  grander  visions ; 
battles  which  furnish  no  inspiration  of  numbers,  no  serried 
ranks  of  thousands,  each  man  electrified  by  the  touch  of  his 
comrade's  elbow,  no  martial  music  to  divert  the  mind  from  the 
supreme  peril ;  battles  in  which  P.aul's  spiritual  sons  have  often 
to  stand  as  Paul  did,  alone  against  the  world.  Many  of  the 
heroes  in  these  sublime  contests  have  been-  young  men  animat- 
ed by  visions  of  the  hastening  triumph ;  Melville  B.  Cox  re- 
questing for  his  epitaph  "  let  a  thousand  missionaries  fall  before 
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|  Africa  be  given  up; "  Judson  saying,  " I  know  not  that  I  shall 

live  to  see  a  single  convert,  but  I  would  not  leave  my  present 

situation  to  be  made  a  king; "  other  hundreds  like  these,  each 

"  a  bright  particular  star  "  gleaming  on  the  world's  night ;  and  a 

thousand  more  whose  names  we  know  not,  but  whose  devoted 

lives  have  been  positive  contributions  to  the  glory  of  the  moral 

heavens,  like  the  undistinguished  stars  whose  commingled  lustre 

pans  our  nightly  firmament  with  the  splendor  of  the  milky  way. 

The  visions  multiply.     I  see  a  young  pilgrim  at  the  begin* 

ing  of  this  p^ath.    He  hears  a  voice  crying,  "  Remember  now 

thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth."      He  starts  in  .the 

heavenly  way  with  eager  feet.    Voices  soft  and  sweet  begin  to 

pour  into  his  ears  invitations  to  turn  aside  into  paths  fragrant 

with  delicious  odors  and  strewn  with  flowers.    He  feels  them 

to  be  siren  voices;  visions  of  holy  character  and  unfading 

glory  fill  his  soul ;  so  he  thrusts  his  fingers  into  his  ears  and 

runs  with  all  his  might  in  the  narrow  way,  crying,  "  Life,  life, 

eternal  life."    The  direction  changes  a  little;   "Follow  me." 

What  does  that  mean  ?  The  career  of  him  who  uttered  it  is  all 

summed  up  in  five  words,  "  he  went  about  doing  good."    So 

must  bis  disciples  do.     Following  in  this  shining  track,  the 

pilgrim  goes  forward,  asking,  "  How  many  tears  can  I  dry ; 

how  many  broken  hearts  can  I  bind  up ;  how  many  souls  can 

I  save  ? " 

VISION  OF  WORK. 

I  see  another  vision — a  great  city,  a  milium  ttrong;  christian 
New  York,  men  call  it.  Would  it  were  worthy  the  name  1  Six 
hundred  thousand  of  its  denizens  never  hear  a  gospel  sermon : 
they  are  tied  fast  in  the  chains  of  false  religion,  or  of  utter 
irreligion.  .  The  increase  of  population  and  of  vice  rapidly 
outstrips  the  growth  of  the  churches.  What  shall  be  done  f 
Do  you  cry,  "  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath,  and  breathe 
upon  these  slain  and  they  shall  live  ?  "  Ye  call  vainly.  God  - 
says  to  us,  "  Prophesy  unto  these  dry  bones."  etc  It  is  we  and 
not  they,  that  must  first  feel  the  divine  afflatus.  Searching  a 
little  further  into  this  mass  of  ruin,  I  find  huddled  together  in 
the  tenement  houses  of  this  metropolis  two  hundred  tkoutand 
lost  children,  callow  immortals,  who  from  their  birth  np  breathe 
only  an  atmosphere  of  pollution  and  crime..  Young  men,  go  after 
them.  Your  hands  will  be  consecrated  by  the  touch  of  their 
rags.  Christ  died  for  them ;  he  wants  them  all.  Exhume  these 
buried  gems ;  polish  them ;  and  if  the  toil  is  hard  and  disgust- 
ing, here  is  another  vision.  The  judgment  throne  is  set  and 
you  stand  before  it.  The  Redeemer  judge  says  to  you, "  Come  ye 
blessed  *  *  *  inherit  the  kingdom.  *  *  *  Inasmuch  as  ye  did 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  U  unto  me." 

"  Do  not  then  stand  Idly  tootling 

For  some  greater  work  to  do, 
Oh,  Improve  each  passing  moment. 

For  the  moments  may  be  few  : 
Go  and  toll  tn  any  vineyard, 

Do  not  fear  to  do  or  dare ; 
If  you  want  a  notd  of  labor. 

Yon  can  Bod  It  anywhere." 


Cabby  Confession  of  Faith. — Riding  home  from  the  Brit- 
ish Museum,  I  shared  "  cabby's  "  seat  and  enjoyed  a  .conversa- 
tion with  him.  I  repeat  a  part  of  his  quaint  and  interesting 
account  of  himself: 

"I  have  been  a  cabman  for  forty-three  years,  Sir;  but  I  do 
not  consider  myself  a  cabman  any  longer,  Sir.  I  did  not  join 
in  the  strike,  Sir.  I  do  not  belong  to  them,  Sir.  I  made  a 
little  strike  on  my  own  account  some  ten  years  ago,  Sir;  and 
it  brought  peace  to  my  soul,  8ir,  and  joy  to  my  family,  Sir. 
I  havn't  entered  any  of  those  low  shops  for  many  a  year. 
They  are  the  ruin  of  cabmen,  Sir,  and  and  when  we  settle  our 
accounts  hereafter,  Sir,  I  think  my  little  strike  will  prove  the 
most  profitable,  Sir." — If.  T.  Observer. 
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THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  COLLEGE& 

A  SUGE9TION  TO  COLLEGE  CHURCHE3. 

M.  B.  Anderson,  D.  D. 
President  Anderson  of  Rochester  University,  communicates 
the  following  suggestive  article,  which  commands  all  the  more 
respect  and  consideration  from  its  being  founded  on  the  writer's 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  working  of  the  plan  he  sketches 
and  advocates : 

THE  ASSOCIATION  SUBORDINATE  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

Christian  Associations  should  be  organized  and  conducted 
in  distinct  recognition  of  their  subordination  to  those  divinely 
established  organizations,  which  we  in  detail  call  churches, 
and  in  the  aggregate  "  the  church  of  Christ."  The  legitimate 
purpose  of  these  associations,  is  not  to  break  down  honest 
differences  of  opinion  already  existing  between  evangelical 
bodies. 

They  would  be  ultimately  injurious,  and  would  certainly  fail 
if  they  led  their  members  away  from  the  pastor  and  church, 
which  demand  the  first  and  most  binding  allegiance  of  chris- 
tians. But  there  are  objects  so  great,  and  ends  so  hard  to 
accomplish  that  they  require  the  organization  and  concentration 
of  the  united  force  of  the  christian  young  men  in  a  given 
community.  There  are  also  certain  communities  other  than 
towns  or  cities,  where  the  young  are  gathered  for  purposes 
■which  of  necessity  draw  them  away  temporarily  from  their 
homes  and  churches  and  expose  them  to  danger  from  the  ab- 
sence of  those  moral  restraints,  which  "  home  "  whether  in  the 
family  or  in  the  church  naturally  supplies.  Examples  of  what 
is  here  alluded  to,  are  found  in  all  large  institutions  for  general 
education 

RELIGION  IN  THE  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL. 

"With  very  few  and  unimportant  exceptions,  the  colleges  and 
academies  of  oar  country  are  attended  by  young  men  of  various 
religions  denominations.  Every  such  institution  soon  comes 
to  have  a  moral  atmosphere  cither  good  or  bad.  To  secure 
a  correct  moral  and  religious  tone  in  a  school,  is  the  first  and 
worthiest  aim  of  a  christian  teacher.    How  shall  this  be  done  ? 

Borne  of  our  colleges,  whose  officers  and  students  belong 
mainly  to  one  denomination,  have  established  college  churches, 
and  provided  pastors,  upon  whose  ministry  all  the  pupils  not 
excused  from  attendance  by  reasons  of  conscientious  and  de- 
nominational scruples,  are  required  to  attend.  To  such  a 
provision  for  the  moral  culture  of  students,  there  are  serious 
and  obvious  objections. 

ASSOCIATIONS  OF  STUDENTS. 

The  most  natural  and  efficient  means  of  attaining  the  moral 
ends  of  a  christian  school  and  avoiding  the  impropriety  of 
trenching  upon  the  rights  of  conscience  either  of  pupils  or  then- 
parents,  is  through  the  organization  of  Christian  Associations. 
What  is  distinctive  in  the  views  of  different  evangelical  bodies, 
ought  not  to  be  made  a  matter  of  dogmatic  instruction  in  a 
school  or  college  whose  pupils  represent  the  christian  public 
at  large. 

The  doctrinal  views  involved  in  the  works  issued  by  the 
American  Tract  Society,  form  a  natural  basis  of  Association 
among  communicants  in  different  churches-  Instruction 
founded  on  such  a  basis  can  be  given  and  will  amply  meet  the 
temporary  religious  needs  of  pupils  who  are  simply  resident  in 
a  place  for  a  limited  portion  of  the  years  spent  in  their  prepara- 
tory studies.  Such  an  association  can  have  control  of  prayer 
and  conference  meetings  in  the  institution.  Through  its  officers 
and  members  it  can  reach  the  young,  inexperienced  and  ir- 
religious. It  can  throw  restraints  around  those  liable  to  fall 
into  temptations  or  who  come  to  their  place  of  training  with 


bad  moral  habits  or  vicious  inclinations.  Such  an  association 
can  have  control  of  mission  work  among  the  poor  and  degraded 
also,  and  above  all  render  most  useful  aid  to  teachers  in  creating 
and  fostering  that  healthy,  moral"  and  religious  tone  without 
which  no  institution  of  learning  can  adequately  perform  its  ed- 
ucational work. 

The  periodical  of  which  this  is  the  first  number,  has 
a  work  before  it  to  perform  for  the  educational  institu- 
tions in  our  country.  Let  it  be  one  of  its  aims  to  give  informa- 
tion concerning  the  spiritual  condition  of  schools  of  learning 
and  encourage  and  sustain  Christian  associations  in  them  all, 
from  the  Academy  to  the  Professional  School  inclusive.  Let  all 
pupils  absent  from  home,  be  encouraged  to  maintain  a  vital 
and  organic  connection  with  churches  of  their  own  faith,  while 
for  immediate  christian  labor  among  their  classmates,  they  are 
organized  into  Associations  having  more  or  less  closeness  of 
similarity  to  those  which  have  been  so  widely  useful  in  our 
large  towns  and  cities. 

SUCCESS    ALREADY  ACHIEVED. 

The  writer  of  this  has  for  several  years  witnessed  the  beneficial 
working  of  such  a  College  organization,  and  would  most  hear- 
tily recommend  the  formation  of  similar  associations  through- 
out our  country.  Not  the  least  among  the  claims  of  this  new 
periodical  may  be  founded  upon  carefully  prepared  statements 
of  the  efforts  and  success  of  such  Associations  in  all  the  centers 
of  educational  influence  in  the  United  States  and  British  Prov- 
inces. The  end  of  a  christian  school  is  harmonious  with  that 
of  a  christian  church.  The  school  whose  discipline  and  instruc- 
tion is  not  imbeded  in  christian  doctrine  and  practice,  is  not 
worthy  of  the  patronage  of  a  christian  community.  Material- 
ism under  various  disguises,  is  making  desperate  efforts  to  ob- 
tain the  control  of  education.  Facts  now  transpiring^  prove 
that  in  some  cases  these  efforts  have  been  partially  successful 
Let  the  zeal  of  the  self-styled  "  Positivist "  be  met  and  foiled 
by  an  intenser  zeal  on  behalf  of  those  eternal  truths,  which 
have  their  "  positive  foundations  in  the  doctrines  of  Christ  and  in 
the  moral  and  intellectual  constitution  of  man. 


Bibles  and  the  Bible  Society  in  Russia. — A  misapprehen- 
sion concerning  what  the  American  Bible  Society  has  been  doing 
in  Russia  has  called  forth  from  the  Society  an  interesting  account 
of  the  Bible  work  in  that  great  empire. 

The  importation  of  Bibles  into  Russia  Is  forbidden  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  order  to  protect  the  home  manufacture,  or  printing, 
of  the  Scriptures.  The  ecclesiastical  authorities  put  no  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  the  Bible.  The  British  and  For- 
eign and  the  American  Societies  divide  the  Russian  territory  be- 
tween them — the  latter  taking  the  Baltic  provinces  and  Siberia, 
and  the  former  the  rest,  which  is  tho  larger  portion  of  the  field. 
The  copies  which  they  distribute  are  printed  at  their  expense  in 
Russia.  60,000  volumes  and  an  edition  of  10,000  New  Testaments 
have  lately  been  printed  by  the  American  Society.  The  number 
of  volumes  put  into  circulation  by  the  British  Society  in  1868 
was  64,880,  in  many  languages. 

The  whole  Bible  has  not  yet  been  translated  in  the  Russian 
language— the  dialect  of  the  mass  of  the  people.  The  work  of 
translation,  however,  is  in  progress,  and  the  New  Testament  in 
the  modern  Rubs  is  already  completed  and  in  circulation.  The 
Bible  hitherto  used  in  the  empire  is  in  the  old  Slavonic,  wnich  is 
the  ecclesiastical  language. 

The  keeper  of  a  lager  beer  saloon  whose  children  hare,  for  the 
past  two  years,  been  connected  with  a  Sunday  school  in  one  of  the 
wont  localities  in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  resolved  to  quit  the 
saloon  business.  "  My  children,"  said  he,  "  are  getting  too  good 
to  live  in  a  beer  saloon." 
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PROSPECTUS. 

The  Association  Monthly  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces 
is  published  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  Con- 
vention of  these  associations,  which  met  at  Portland,  Me.,  in 
June,  1869.  It  owes  its  origin  also  to  conviction  on  the  part 
of  the  associations,  that  there  is  an  urgent  call  for  such  a  per- 
iodical in  place  of  the  Quarterly  which  has  been  published 
by  them  for  the  last  three  years. 

The  aim  of  this  Monthly  is  to  furnish  best  kind  of  reading 
for  young  men  and  women — reading  which  shall  be  attractive 
and  interesting,  and  specially  adapted  to  stimulate  those  under 
its  influence,  to  the  greatest  possible  efficiency  in  doing  good  in 
all  departments  of  christian  effort* 

With  this  broad  purpose  we  seek  to  furnish  a  paper  for  the 
Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Christion  Associations 
throughout  the  continent,  defining  the  nature  of  their  work, 
discussing  the  methods  now  in  use,  advocating  wise  reforms, 
warning  of  dangers,  and  thus  kindling  an  intelligent  spirit  of 
devoted  christian  enterprise  in  the  conduct  of  these  growing  or- 
ganizations. 

We  hope  to  secure  the  aid  of  the  best  talent  in  the  church 
and  country.  The  character  of  the  contributors  already  ob- 
tained, some  of  whom  write  for  this  first  number,  encourages  us 
to  believe  that  our  expectations  of  assistance  from  those  best 
fitted  to  instruct  and  interest  will  not  be  disappointed.  Youth- 
ful enthusiasm  aud  enterprise,  in  all  wise  undertakings,  must 
look  for  timely  counsel  to  the  men  of  ripe  experience  and  mature 
judgment,  many  of  whom  owing  to  their  age  do  not  belong  to 
our  associations. 

The  Monthly  will  also  give  brief,  interesting  and  well  di- 
gested reports  of  the  news  of  the  associations.  To  do  this  ef- 
fectively, the  co-operation  of  all  the  brethren  is  necessary,  and 
we  ask  from  them  items  of  intelligence,  such  as  the  following : 

1.  News  of  Conventions. 

2.  New  features  in  the  work. 

3.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Communities  awakened. 

5.  Instances  of  good  done  to  individuals. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  appearing  in  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success 

have  been  achieved. 

8.  Communications  on  subjects  of  interest  to  members  of 

the  Associations. 

We  make  mention  this  month  of  three  Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Associations,  and  will  cordially  welcome  news  of  the  plant- 
ing and  growth  of  other  kindred  organizations. 

APPEAL. 

In  securing  subscribers,  the  Executive  committae  look  to  the 
Associations  for  hearty  and  efficient  aid.    Seven  hundred  of  J 


their  representatives  last  June  at  Portland,  Me.,  voted  this 
Journal  into  existence.  According  to  their  instructions  it  has 
been  published. 

In  the  list  of  contributors  in  the  competency  of  the  Editor, 
and  in  the  general  style  of  the  periodical,  we  believe  we  have 
secured  all  that  could  be  reasonably  asked  for.  To  insure  suc- 
cess, we  call  upon  the  associations  to  co-operate  in  this  work, 
which  is  both  theirs  and  ours,  by  a  vigorous  canvass  for  sub- 
cribers.  The  Monthly  can  thus  in  a  few  months  be  established 
on  a  permanent  basis  of  self-support.  Will  the  brethren  who 
were  at  Portland  last  sunmer  and  who  are  now  in  every  part  of 
the  couutry,  see  to  it  that  those  they  represented  arc  awakened 
to  effort  in  this  matter.  _ 

Several  associations  have  already  appreciated  the  necessity 
of  increasing  the  amount  of  their  subscription  made  at  Port- 
land, and  in  answer  to  our  circular  dispatched  a  few  weeks  ago, 
have  sent  the  money  for  a  larger  number  of  copies  than  their 
delegates  had  ordered.  They  also  promise  to  do  more  when 
copies  of  the  paper  shall  reach  them. 

We  repeat  a  request  made  in  the  circular  above  mentioned, 
for  a  list  of  subscribers  from  each  association,  which  shall  if 
possible  contain  as  many  names  as  there  are  copies  of  the 
Monthly  ordered.  This  method  is  preferred  to  that  of  subsrip- 
tions  by  each  association  for  a  large  number  of  copies. 

Only  subscribers  paying  in  advance,  are  entered  upon  our 
books. 

All  communications  relating  to  the  Monthly  should  be  ad- 
dressed to 

R  C.  Morse,  Editor  of  Association  Monthly, 

Cor.  4th  Ave.,  and  23rd  St.,  New  York  City. 

Cephas  Brainerd, 
Wm.  F.  Lee, 
Jakes  Stokes,  Jr. 
Timothy  G.  Sellew, 
Robt.  R.  McBcrney, 
Benj.  C.  Wetmore, 
Edgar  A.  Htttchins. 


By  order  of 
Executive  Committee: 


THE  HOUSE  THAT  BEATS  THE 
PUBLIC  HOUSE. 

This  expressive  phrase,  fitly  sets  forth  a  leading  object  of 
the  buildings  and  rooms  of  our  associations.  They  are  de- . 
signed  to  compete  with,  and  overcome  the  public  house  in  all 
its  attractiveness.  In  Colne,  a  town  of  Lancashire,  England, 
several  years  ago,  this  victory  was  achieved,  and  the  public 
house  was  "  fairly  beaten  on  its  own  ground."  The  record  of 
the  contest,  appeared  in  the  Sunday  Magazine,  under  the  title  we 
have  placed  at  the  head  of  this  article.  It  may  be  worth  while 
to  recall  the  incidents  of  the  narrative,  for  they  are  full  of  in- 
struction and  interest. 

The  manager  of  the  Craven  Bank  at  Colne,  Mr.  Robert  Wild- 
man,  roused  by  witnessing  several  young  men,  who  were  once 
members  of  his  Sunday-school  class,  on  a  drunken  frolic,-  started 
an  "  Improvement  class  for  young  men."  To  hold  it  on  the  prem- 
ises of  a  house  of  worship,  was  impracticable  on  account  of  the 
prejudices  of  those  he  wished  to  reach.'  So  the  class  be- 
gan in  a  room  over  a  donkey  stable.  "  Instruction  in  writing, 
reading,  and  accounts,"  was  offered  to  the  people  with  the 
frank  announcement  that,  "  the  ultimate  aim  was  their  spiritual 
advantage."  The  class  grew,  and  in  a  few  years,  its  present 
home,  the  Iron  school,  was  built  to  meet  the  rapidly  increasing 
demands  of  the  institution. 
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"  It  is  a  long  one-storied  building  of  corrugated  iron."  The 
men's  reading  room  is  tastefully  fitted  up  with  museum,  ferne- 
ry, aquaria,  and  fountain.  The  library  has  450  volumes.  Pass- 
ing through  a  laboratory,  the  youths'  room  is  reached,  which  on 
gala  nights  can  be  thrown  into  the  large  school  room  adjourn- 
ing. In  this  latter  assemble  the  night  school  taught  by  volun- 
teer teachers.  The  average  number  of  pupils  on  the  books  in 
1865,  was  385. 

"  The  upper  end  of  the  school  room  is  occupied  by  a  plat- 
form stretching  entirely  across  it,  necessary  for  the  Saturday 
evening  entertainments,  the  Sunday  evening  preaching  services 
and  other  public  meetings. 

"  For  the  idea  of  opposition  to  the  public  house,  is  thorough- 
ly carried  out.  Penny  readings  were  found  attractive  to  only 
the  more  thoughtful  class  of  working  men ;  and  Mr.  Wildman 
was  anxious  to  secure  the  attendance  of  those  for  whom  the 
beer  house  and  the  tap,  possess  almost  irresistible  attraction." 
Accordingly  on  Saturday  evenings,  the  room  was  opened  for  an 
Entertainment ;  the  three  brass  bands  of  the  neighborhood, 
were  engaged  to  play  on  successive  nights.  The  school  singing- 
class  performs  in  the  interval.  Refreshments  are  served  out  to 
the  people  as  they  sit  chatting  or  listening  to  the  music.  *  *  *  We 
all  need  amusement.  The  poor  man  must  have  cheap  amuse- 
ments. The  only  cheap  amusements  had  hitherto  been  provid- 
ed by  the  public  house.  He  assuredly  does  a  good  work  who 
outdoes  the  publican  on  his  own  ground,  giving  a  cheap  enter- 
tainment without  any  of  the  vicious  accompaniments  of  the  or- 
dinary working  man's  Saturday  night.  At  all  events,  the  ex- 
periment here  was  done  well.  The  room  was  been  crowded 
with  the  identical  class  we  hoped  for. 

"  The  Sunday  evening  service  is  also  conducted  by  Mr.  Wild- 
man  with  help  lie  gladly  welcomes  from  members  of  various 
Christian  churches.  The  door  keeper  has  orders  to  refuse  ad- 
mission to  all  whom  he  recognizes  as  belonging  to  any  regular 
congregation.  There  assemble  every  Sunday  morning,  some 
hundreds  of  persons,  whose  lack  of  clothing,  or  whose  vicious 
habits,  render  it  extremely  improbable  that  they  would  attend 
any  ordinary  place  of  worship.  On  Sunday  evening  the  Iron 
school  becomes  a  ragged  church." 

This  large  school  room  furnishes  also,  on  occasion,  the  place 
for  "  a  working  man's  flower  show,"  a  "  writing  exhibition  "  and 
other  similar  entertainments. 

In  the  basement  of  this  glorious  building,  are  a  kitchen, 
where  by  voluntary  labor,  refreshments  are  prepared  on  Satur- 
day evenings,  and  the  bath  room,  which  for  a  trifling  charge  is 
open  to  all. 

The  Iron  school  triumphed  over  the  public  house.  Since  it 
was  built,  every  dancing  room  in  Colne  has  been  shut  up.  A 
theatre  was  opened  in  the  place  one  winter,  but  the  actors,  after 
a  week  of  empty  benches,  left  in  despair.  "  Best  of  all,  many 
have  become  Christians  and  have  joined,  as  they  are  encour- 
aged to  do,  some  of  the  recognized  Christian  churches." 

Success  has  been  achieved  by  offering  "  attractions  stronger 
than  those  of  the  public  house,"  by  remembering  that  "  religion 
has  not  such  strong  alliance  with  the  unregenerate  heart,  that 
she  can  afford  to  dispense  with  all  legitimate  aids  and  recom- 
mendations," and  finally,  by  "  the  underlying  power  of  deep  re- 
ligious conviction  and  intense  religious  earnestness ;  to  make 
men  godly;  is  the  grand  aim,  as  religion  personally  experienced, 
is  the  grand  motive." 

A  victory  so  complete  and  so  fairly  earned,  is  fitted  to  stimu- 
late all  engaged  in  similar  undertakings.  What  was  done  for 
the  workingmen  of  Colne,  can  be  achieved  for  the  young  men 
of  this  country,  by  our  Christian  associations.  In  many  subor- 
dinate details  the  work  will,  of  coa.\e,  dl.Te:  from  that  just  de- 


scribed, but  in  aim  and  spirit  as  well  as  in  the  kind  of  agencies 
employed,  the  two  enterprises  are  one  and  the  same.  A  suita- 
ble building  is  at  first  naturally  the  goal  of  effort.  The  Chris- 
tian churches  of,  every  community,  should  be  awake  to  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  early  in  their  history,  a  healthful  Chris- 
tian home  for  the  young  men  living  and  coming  among  them. 
There  are  many  towns  in  the  suburbs  of  New  York  and  else- 
where, pressingly  in  need  of  a  commodious  public  hall.  Chris- 
tian men  should  take  the  lead  in  this  matter  and  secure  the  best 
kind  of  entertainment  by  placing  the  wished  for  hall,  in  a  new 
building  which  shall  also  be  an  efficient  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  zealous,  Christian  young  men  for  the  reclamation  of  their 
brethren. 

But  the  building  is  not  all  that  is  needed.  The  work  only 
begins  with  it.  It  is  the  well-tempered  steel,  the  weapon  with- 
out flaw  and  ready  for  service.  But  the  hand  that  wields, 
must  be  skillful  and  the  heart  pure  and  fearless,  else  the  instru- 
ment achieves  only  mischief  Wisdom  to  devise,  devoted 
Christian  enthusiasm  to  execute,  and  prayerful  communion  with 
the  master  as  the  source  of  all  strength,  will  secure  the  victory. 


THE  DAY  OF  PRAYER. 

ITS  GENEKAX  OB8KBVAKCK 

The  Day  of  prayer  fop  Young  Men's  Christian,  Associations 
throughout  the  world,  first  appointed  by  the  Albany  Conven- 
tion in  18C6,  was  observed  this  year  on  the  second  Lord's  day 
of  November.  The  circular  of  our  international  executive  com- 
mittee, designating  the  day,  was  very  cordially  received  by  the 
brethren  in  Great  Britain.  The  Dublin  association,  in  addition 
to  this  circular,  published  in  .the  London  Quarterly  Messenger,*  call 
for  the  observance  of  the  day.  Similar  notice  was  taken  of  the  ap- 
pointment in  England  and  Scotland.  Through  the  active  exer- 
tions of  the  secretary  of  the  Liverpool  association,  the  invitation 
to  ministers  to  preach  to  young  men  on  that  day,  was  favorably 
responded  to  by  those  in  charge  of  fifty-seven  churches  and 
chapels  in  that  city  ;  while  at  fifty-nine  more  it  was  promised 
that  on  other  Sundays,  the  theme  should  be  treated.  A  list  of 
these  113  appointments  to  preach  to  young  men,  at  as  many 
churches  and  chapels  was  then  printed  and  circulated  exten- 
sively in  Liverpool 

Written  reports  from  about  forty  of  the  associations  in  this 
country,  show  that  similar  responses  from  American  pulpits,  have 
been  cheerfully  given. 

The  day  was  also  observed,  by  holding  a  special  prayer  meet- 
ing in  the  rooms,  and  often  by  a  large  evening  gathering  in  one 
of  the  principal  churches  of  the  various  towns.  Spiritual  bless- 
ings in  many  cases  attended  and  followed  these  services. 
Prayers  were  answered,  the  hearts  of  Christians  were  en- 
couraged, and  not  a  few  of  the  indifferent  and  careless  were  lead 
to  seek  the  Saviour.  We  hope  to  record  further  intelligence  of 
this  cheering  kind,  when  accounts  have  been  received  from  oth- 
places  not  yet  reported. 

The  general  interest  excited  in  the  work  and  object  of  the  as- 
sociations, is  also  worthy  of  notice.  The  sermons  and  public 
meetings  together  with  the  accounts  of  them  published  in  the 
local  press,  called  attention  to  what  our  brethren  are  achieving 
and  endeavoring  to  achieve,  for  the  good  of  young  men.  In 
one  instance,  the  circular  announcing  the  day,  reached  a  place, 
Townsend,  Mass.,  where  no  association  had  yet  been  formed,' 
and  the  observance  of  the  day,  led  to  a  promising  effort  toward 
an  organization;  10  young  men  being  available  for  starting  the 
association. 

The  yqung  women's  and  young  men's  associations  in  Burling- 
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ton,  Vt.,  held  a  joint  anniversary  meeting,  on  the  day  of  prayer. 
Interesting  reports  of  the  work  accomplished  by  each  organiza- 
tion, which  we  give  in  another  column,  were  read,  and  were 
followed  by  appropriate  addresses. 

The  day  was  observed  in  this  city,  by  an  interesting  service 
in  the  rooms  of  the  association,  Mr.  Cepheas  Brainard,  presiding. 
The  accounts  already  received  of  the  observance  of  this  solemn 
and  important  day  in  our  calendar,  give  us  ground  to  expect 
that  its  records  when  fully  completed,  will  be  more  cheering 
than  that  of  any  that  has  preceded  it. 


PRAYER  MEETINGS  FOR  1870. 

Thb  following  themes  arranged  for  the  use,  during  the  year 
1870,  of  the  Thursday  evening  prayer  meetings  of  the  New 
York  Association,  may  be  read  with  interest  by  the  brethren 
elsewhere.  The  texts  are  designed  to  be  suggestive  rather  than 
exhaustive  of  each  subject.  We  hope  no  association  will  use 
this  list  without  first  improving  it,  Notice  pf  such  improve- 
ments will  be  gladly  received.  Each  theme  should  contain  a 
gem  of  devotional  thought,  and  by  wise  co-operation  and 
general  suggestion  we  may  hope  to  improve  this  schedule  each 
year: 

.  1870. 

Jan.  «.  Chbistiak  Vwtom.  Jobn  xtU. 

18.   GoerxL  Istitatioks.    la.  It  ;  Iter,  zxll :  IT. 
30.  Bbpbstasos  of  Petss  asd  Judas. 

Mirk  x1t:20-31, 88-72; Matt.  xxtU:3-8;  2 Cor. Til  :10. 
IT.   Tub  Cox stbaixiho  Lots  or  Chbist.   2  Cor.  t  :  14— SI. 
Feb.  8.   Resist  the  DEtil. 

Job. It : 7;  John  Till : 41 ;  ill! : 3 ;  1  John, III : 8  j  1  Poter  t  : 8-11. 
1*.  TH«VnrsAirDTH*BBASCHis.  John  xv  : 1—8. 

17.  Pawl's  Peats*  ros.Hu  Bebthbbe. 

Kph.  111:14-21. 
M.   Blatebt  or Snr.  Bom.  ri:  16— 3. 
Mar.  8.    Udd  ETunmiu.    Pi.  cxxxlx  8— 12. 
10.  CnsuTiAii  Fellowship.   Poll.  11:1— 11. 
IT.  Wat  or  Snr  Hasd.   Acts  1  r :  l-« ;  Ptot.  xtll :  IB. 
24.   Cojrrswioa  or  Bis.  Paalrall. 
81.   PebsosalConseobatioh.  Bom.  xll:  1—3. 
Apr.  7.  SurnciESOT  or  What  GodhasBstealbd. 

Lake  xtI:  27-31;  M»tt.xxvll:6J— «fl;  xxrUl :  11— IS. 
14.  Chbist  or/BHtOH  Pbiest.   Hcb.lx  :11— 28;  1t:14-16. 
21.  Bosmsuoir  to  God.  John  Til :  17  j  James  It  :  8—7 ;  Job  1 :  21. 
28.   A«  ASIDIXO  House.   Heb.xl:0,10;  John xlT: 2-0,23— 23. 
May  8.   The  Sevestt  BxstOut.  Lake  x:  1—18. 

12.   Chbist  thk  Oslt  Satioue.   Jobn  xlT :  8 ;  Acts  It  :  8—12. 
1*.   TuTnuuorOoD.  1  Cor.  Ill:  10. 17;  John  xlT :  22— 93. 
28.   The  Bbazbk  Sxbpest.  Numb,  xxl :  4—9 ;  John  HI :  14,  15. 
Jane  2.   Bxu.ua  the  Bisthbiqht. 

Gen.  xxt  :  27-34  ;  Heb.  xll :  14-37. 
».  Tns  Wat  or  Baltattos.TUos  111 :  5—7 ;  Act*  xvl :  31. 

18.  GOD'EPLAS  ASDOUBPLAS. 

Prov.  xlx :  21 ;  Psalm  xxxUl :  10, 12-37 : 3-5 ;  Acts  t  :  88, 88. 

23.  Thb  All  Cliakbiko  Blood. 

1  Jobn  1 : 7-0;  Ps.  II :  1-3  10, 11 ;  Heb.  x :  10-33. 
80.  .Booted  is  Lots.   Ephes.  Ill :  14—21. 
Jmly  7.  Cueist  ous Passotbb.   Ki.xlliJl— SO;  ICor. t  :1. 

14.  Sfibitual  Aesoe.   Ephea.  vl :  10— 18. 

21.  Tns  Question  asd Test.  John  xxl:  15— 10. 
28.  "  Jesus  Bbholdiko  Bm,  Loved  His.  "  Mark  x  :  17—21. 

Aaf.   a.  CoSTSHSisa  with  God.  Ps.  lxxlll ;  Bom.  Till :  38. 

11.  Tux  Trie  Ksows  bt  its  Fbuits.  Matt.  Til :  15-20. 
18.  The  tTsisriTED  Gcsst.  Lake  xlx :  1—10. 
25.  IsroTBBT  Mas  Healed    John  t  :'l— 0. 
Sept.  1.  Lots  the  Bbsthbes.  John  xt:  12-17. 
8.  FoBQrrEirxss  or  Siks.   Mark  II  :3— 12. 

15.  Let  You*  Light  Shot.    Matt,  v :  18*18. 

22.  The  Pbodioax  Bos.  Lnkexv  :  11—82. 
20.   Chbistias  PosorTxxsss. 

Matt.  ZTlU :  21-35 ;  Matt.  Tl :  14-15. 
Oct.  8.   The  Two  Tzsttatioss. 

Gen.  Ill :  1-6, 18-10 ;  Matt.  Tl :  1-11. 
IS.   Naajsas  thb  Lxpeb.  2  Kings  t  :  1—14. 
20.  FstriTS  or  the  BrtEiT.  Gal.  t:22— 2C. 
27.  God's  DELiaHT  is  BATixoBmBBS.  Kph.  11: 4—0. 
Dot   3.   Bx3usKioTioM  or  Cbbist. 

Lake zxIt:  1-80;  1  Cor. XT:  18, 17; 8 Cor.  It:  14- 18. 
10.   The  Stxait  Gate.  Matt.  Til :  13—14 ;  Lose  xlU :  24. 
17,  God  oux  Betuoe.  Psalm  xlvl,  125: 1—3. 

24.  Doikg  god's  Will. 
•     Lake  11: 49-22: 42  (Matt.  tU:  21-12:80;  John  It  1 34,8: 57. 

Deo.  L  TheAwakshidJailxe.   Acts  xvl: 25-34. 

8.  Pbatsb  is  the  Closet.   Matt.  Tl: 5, 8. 

15.  Chbist  thb  oslt  Wat.  John  xlT  (5—10, 

3!.  The  Lots  or  God  to  the  Woeld.  John  111 :  18, 

90.  The  Withebed  Hasd.   Matt,  zll :  9   IS. 


BUILDING  OP  THE  NEW  YORK  ASSOCIATION. 

(  Continued  from  Page  1.) 

Sunday  terviee*.  Two  interesting  series  of  services  were  be- 
gun in  the  new  building  on  the  second  Lord's  day  of  December. 
The  first  was  a  Bible  class,  which  meets  at  4:30  p.  m.,  and  is 
conducted  by.Professor  W.  H.  Thomson,  M.  D.,  a  native  of  the 
Holy  Land.  The  class  at  first  used  the  small  lecture  room,  but 
so  interested  and  then  so  numerous  has  been  the  attendance, 
that  the  class  adjourned,  December  19th,  to  meet  the  next  Lord's 
day,  December  26th,  in  the  large  hall.  The  second  Sunday 
service,  is  a  sermon  specially  adapted  for  young  men  and 
designed  for  those  who  do  not  attend  our  churches.  Rev.  S. 
H.  Tyng,  Jr.,  opened  the  coarse  followed  by  Rev.  C.  D.  Foss, 
December  19,  and  Rev.  Dr.  R.  R.  Booth,  Dec.  26.  At  the  close 
of  the  service,  a  few  minutes  are  spent,  by  those  wishing  to  re- 
main, in  prayer  for  God's  blessing  on  the  preaching  of  His  word. 
populab  concebtb. 

In  the  Saturday  afternoon  following  the  dedication  a  series 
of  Popular  Concerts  was  begun  and  has  since  been  continued 
under  the  direction  of  the  Musical  Committee  of  the  Association. 
The  first  talent  in  the  city  is  secured,  and  by  the  daily  and 
critical  press  of  the  city  these  entertainments  have  been  pro- 
nounced perfectly  successful.  Tickets  cost  25  cents  and  the 
programme  ranks  with  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  city  or  out  of  it. 

ENLARGED    FIELD    OF   LABOR. 

The  first  monthly  meeting  in  the  new  building  was  signalized 
by  encouraging  reports  from  the  various  committees.  The 
Invitation  Committee  has  sent  out  5,000  circulars  to  pastors 
throughout  the  country,  asking  them  to  give  to  members  of . 
their  churches  or  congregations,  who  were  removing  to  the 
city,  letters  to  the  Association  and  also  to  notify  the  Association 
of  the  address  of  such  young  men  that  they  might  be  sought 
out  and  cared  for.  The  committee  have  already  received  many 
affecting  responses  from  parents  and  pastors  solicitous  for  the 
welfare  of  young  men  who  had  gone  from  their  homes  to  the  city. 

The  Membership  Committee  proposed  the  names  of  123  new 
members.  .In  addition  to  these  more  than  500  names  have 
been  already  submitted  to  the  committee  too  late  for  proposal 
at  this  meeting. 

The  Employment  Committee  reported  23  situations  secured. 
Instructive  courses  of  lectures  and  daily  devotional  meetings 
for  the  week  of  prayer  were  announced. 
the  family  altar 
of  this  Christian  Ilomo  was  erected  by  the  appointment  of 
evening  worship,  to  be  held  in  the  rooms  every  night  just  before 
the  closing  of  the  building. 

Thus  a  new  impulse  seems  to  have  been  given  to  every  de 
partment  of  labor  in  which  the  brethren  are  engaged.  It  was 
well  said  in  one  of  the  late  State  conventions,  that  a  building 
was  as  necessary  to  an  Association  as  to  a  church.  This  truth 
is  now  realized  in  New  York.  We  are  not  surprised  to  see  a 
church  waning  away,  when,  without  an  edifice,  it  is  seeking  to 
perpetuate  itself  in  some  hall  or  lecture  room.  No  more  sure 
prising  is  it  that  so  many  associations  throughout  the  country 
languish  in  small  and  unsuitable  quarters. 

A  church  strains  every  effort  to  secure  a  house  of  worship  as 
speedily  as  possible,  so  every  association  without  an  edifice  of 
its  own,  should  take  immediate  steps  towaid  accumulating  a 
building  fund.  In  Cleveland,  the  Association  is  gradually 
getting  together  the  amount  needed ;  112,000  has  been  already 
secured.  The  poorer  members  subscribe  $100,  payable  in  four 
years,  la  this  way  final  success  seems  guaranteed.  Every 
association  should  inaugurate  similar  measures  and  should  plan 
for  the  day,  however  distant,  when  by  entering  a  building  of  their 
own,  they  will  secure  an  established  and  permanent  christian 
home  where  young  men  may  find  a  cordial  welcome,  friendly 
sympathy,  wise  counsel  christian  entertainment,  and  the 
divine  Author  and  Giver  of  all  these  blessings. 
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BARBARA  FRITCHIE  IN  PROSE. 

The  proportiou  of  fiction  and  fact  in  the  poem  of  Whittier 
on  Barbara  Fritchie  has  been  the  subject  of  much  discussion. 
The  following  communication  from  a  correspondent  in  Fredre- 
ick,  Md.,  will  be  read  with  interest. 

The  name  of  Barbara  Fritchie  is  known  wherever  the  beauti- 
ful poem  descriptive  of  her  heroism  has  been  read  and  recited. 
But  many  have  refused  to  believe  the  facts  on  which  the  poem 
is  founded,  even  denying  the  existence  of  the  heroine.  Tbat 
such  a  person  lived  however,  and  tbat  she  was  intensely  loyal, 
ought  not,  for  a  moment,  to  be  doubted.  Hundreds,  who  knew 
her  well  for  many  years  are  ready  to  speak  of  her  great  excel- 
lence of  character. 

A  point  of  special  interest  in  the  poem  is  the  introduction  of 
Stonewall  Jackson.  If  either  the  heroine,  or  the  rebel  general 
were  living,  the  truthfulness  or  the  untruthfulness  of  the  story 
could  soon  be  established.  But  both  are  gone,  and  we  must 
gather  the  information  we  desire  from  other  sources. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mrs.  Fritchie  was  a  very  decided  friend 
of  the  Union.  Though  aged  and  infirm,  she  took  deep  interest 
in  the  events  of  the  war,  and  in  the  sick  and  wounded,  who 
were'  gathered  in  the  hospital.  Many  who  have  read  the  poem 
written  in  honor  of  her  heroism,  were  refreshed  by  gifts  from 
her  home,  if  not  directly  from  her  hands.  On  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Jackson's  command  enteied 
Frederick,  marched  through  the  town  along  Market  street,  and 
encamped  two  miles  north  of  the  city.  In  doing  this  they 
passed  within  two  squares  of  Mrs.  Fritchie's  house,  which  is  on 
Patrick  street,  (an  avenue  running  at  right  angles  to  Market 
street,)  at  a  point  two  blocks  from  Market ;  this  same  command 
passed  Mrs.  Fritchie's  house  on  the  12th  of  September,  but  it 
is  stated,  and  we  think  with  truth,  that  Jackson  was  not  with 
them. 

Jackson  at  this  time  made  a  visit  to  a  friend  on  Second  street, 
and  when  he  again  joined  his  troops,  he  went  out  by  Mill  Alley, 
which  crosses  the  street  on  which  Mrs.  Fritchie  resided,  some 
distance  beyond  her  house. 

Burnside  entered  the  town  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
and  was  received  with  every  demonstration  of  gladness. 

As  our  army  passed  by  her  door,  Mrs.  Fritchie  manifested 
her  pleasure  at  their  coming,  by  waving  the  little  flag  she  held 
in  her  hand.  The  stirring  sight  attracted  the  attention  of  more 
than  one  brave  fellow,  and  several  ran  to  her,  and  said,  "  Moth- 
er, give  me  your  flag,"  "  Grandmother,  give  me  your  flag."  To 
these  requests  she  answered :  "  I  cannot  part  with  it." 

After  a  time,  it  was  noticed  that  the  flag  was  gone,  and  she 
was  asked  by  her  friends :  "  what  has  become  of  your  flag  ?  " 
She  replied  :  "  A  handsome  fellow  urged  me  to  give  it  to  him, 
and  he  has  it."  It  is  said  that  General  Keno,  noticing  her  en- 
thusiasm in  waving  the  troops  a  welcome,  called  upon  his  com- 
mand to  give  "  three  cheers,  for  the  loyal  grandmother." 

Mrs.  Fritchie,  lived  only  a  few  months  after  this,  and  died 
highly  respected  by  all  that  knew  her.  Her  home,  which  was 
an  object  of  interest  to  visitors,  stood  on  the  margin  of  the 
stream,  whose  overflow  caused  such  destruction  of  property  in 
July,  1868,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  widen  the  stream,  and  this 
house  was  taken  down.  The  timbers  have  been  converted  into 
canes.  Several  of  these  have  been  presented  to  eminent  men. 
One  was  given  to  the  poet,  whose  lines  have  made  the  name  of 
Barbara  Fritchie  immorUL.  B.  h.w. 

A  fund  for  a  monument  to  Mr.  Peabody  has  been  started.  It 
la  to  be  raised  by  dollar  subscriptions. 


THE  FAIR  IN  BOSTON. 

The  association  in  Boston  is  actively  engaged  in  raising  a 
building  fund  of  $150,000.  In  aid  of  this  enterprise  a  grand  fair 
was  held  at  the  Music  Hall  in  Boston.  It  was  open  for  a  week 
before  Christmas.  Many  merchants  contributed  liberally  in  the 
shape  of  goods  to  be  sold  at  the  different  stands.  The  hall  was 
brilliantly  decorated  and  crowded  with  people.  The  sales 
were  large.  A  Dore  Bible,  worth  $125.00,  was  offered  to  that 
minister  for  whom  the  greatest  number  of  shares  should  be 
taken.  Rev.  John  Dewitt,  lately  of  Irvington,  New  York,  and 
now  pastor  of  the  Central  Congregational  Church  in  Boston, 
received  more  shares  than  any  other  minister  and  to  him  the 
Bible  was  presented. 

We  have  not  received  up  to'the  time  of  going  to  press  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  fair.  The  amount  of  the  proceeds  is 
estimated  to  be  about  $30,000,  or  one  fifth  of  the  fund  which 
it  is  proposed  to  raise.  The  brethren  in  Boston  are  greatly 
encouraged,  and  hope  soon  to  secure  the  entire  sum  needed. 


VOICE  OF  THE  CONVENTIONS. 

From  two  Provincial  and  seven  State  Conventions  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  held  during  the  Autumn,  encour- 
aging and  instructive  reports  reach  us.  Three  met  in  Septem- 
ber, four  in  October  and  two  in  November.  The  following 
is  a  very  summary  account  of  these  important  gatherings. 


Maritime  Provinces.  The  third  annual  Convention  of  the 
British  Maritime  Provinces,  is  known  by  its  fruits.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  delegates,  representing  nine  counties,  continued 
in  session  three  days,  from  September  16th  to  19th,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  S.  McLean  of  Halifax,  and  remained  on 
Sunday  the  10th,  for  a  farewell  meeting.  The  discussions  were 
interesting,  and  upon  the  subject  of  establishing  Sunday-schools, 
it  was  recommended  that  the  associations  aid  such  schools 
where  they  exist,  and  found  them  in  destitute  localities.  The 
first  open  air  services  known  in  Pictou,  were  led  during  the 
convention.  The  executive  committee,  reported  that  Nova 
Scotia  had  33  associations  with  1960  members,  New  Brunswick 
and  Prince  Edwards  Island  have  each  one.  Seven  Associations 
have  reading  rooms,  9  have  libraries,  22  have  Bible  classes, 
26  have  prayer  meetings,  and  24  have  lectures. 

The  interest  culuminated  in  the  fervent  appeals  of  the  fare- 
well meeting,  and  these  through  the  blessing  of  God  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  delightful  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  After  a  month 
of  revival,  a  correspondent  writes :  "  Numbers  of  young  men 
and  women  have  been  brought  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ. 
Night  after  night,  the  prayer  meetings  of  the  associations  and 
churches  have  been  crowded,  and  still  the  work  goes  on.  Our 
members  are  accosted,  on  the  streets  by  anxious  inquirers.  Nor 
is  the  work  confined  to  Pictou.  Delegations  to  the  country  dis- 
tricts meet  with  crowded  and  eager  audiences.  In  New  Glas- 
gow, and  throughout  the  entire  neighborhood,  a  glorious  work 
is  in  progress." 


Ontario  and  Quebec.  Seventy-six  delegates,  from  twenty- 
two  towns  with  nine  corresponding  members  met  the  8th  and 
9th  of  September,  in  Hamilton,  Ontario  formed  the  second  annual 
Convention  of  the  associations  of  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and^ 
Quebec.  Mr.  John  McDonald,  of  Toronto,  presided.  Mayor 
O'Reilly  and  Rev.  D.  Inglis,  made  the  addresses  of  welcome. 
Reports  of  sixteen  associations  were  made  in  detail ;  seven  of 
these  have  special  encouragement  in  their  work  and  nine  give 
promise  of  increased  efficiency.     Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney  of  the 
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executive  committee  and  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.  of  Boston,  were 
present  during  the  sessions  as  corresponding  members. 

New  York.  The  fourth  annual  Convention  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  was  held  at  Schenectady,  the  21st,  22d  and  23d  of 
September,  and  presided  over  by  Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  of  this  city. 
The  sixty-eight  delegates,  brought,  in  general,  gratifying 
reports  from  the  22  associations  they  represented.  The  conven- 
tion, after  interesting  debate  on  each  topic,  recommended  by 
resolutions  that  "  the  associations  select  business  men  for  their 
business  committees,"  "  set  unemployed  members  at  work," 
and  respect  the  priority  of  the  claim  which  churches  have  upon 
those  of  their  members  who  belong  to  the  associations. 

An  admirable  essay,  by  Verranus  Morse,  M.  D.,  taking  the 
ground  that  the  associations  are  "  pledged  to  labor  principally 
for  the  conversion  of  young  men,"  made  deep  impression  on 
all  who  heard  it,  and  leavened  the  deliberations  of  the  convention 
with  its  wholesome,  spiritual  influence.  The  report  of  the 
corresponding  member,  Mr.  J.  G.  Piatt,  stated  that  there  were 
now  in  the  State,  57  associations,  an  increase .  of  9,  since  the 
last  year. 


[Jan. 


One  hundred  and  twenty-three  conversions  have  been  reported. 

The  sum  expended  by  all  the  associations  during  the  year 
has  been  about  $20,000. 

Associational  labor  in  the  rural  districts  was  warmly  ad- 
vocated  in  the  convention.  The  brethren  at  Mansfield  main- 
tain 24  outposts,  and  their  example  was  held  up  for  invitation. 

The  importance  of  creating  associational  building  funds  was 
presented.  In  Cleveland  each  member  who  could  not  give 
more,  was  asked  to  give  $100  in  four  years.  $12  000,  has 
been  already  raised.  This  method  of  patient  accumulation  is 
commended  to  the  attention  of  the  brethren  throughout  the 
country.  Mr.  Brainerd  of  New  York,  thought  that  the  Assoc- 
iations, especially  in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns,  should  con- 
trol the  best  hall  in  the  place,  so  that  they  could  thus  command 
the  entertainments,  and  do  away  with  many  demoralizing 
and  frivolous  exhibitions. 


Indiana.  The  Convention  of  Indiana  met  at  Lafayette,  Oc- 
tober Cth  and  7th.  Colonel  J.  W.  Ray,  of  Indianopalis,  presid- 
ed, 86  delegates  from  eleven  towns  being  present.  A  constitu- 
tion was  adopted,  providing  for  an  executive  committee,  and 
permanent  officers,  who  were  then  elected,  Colonel  Ray  lead- 
ing the  rest  as  president.  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 
and  W.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the 
various  discussions,  and  the  work  in  the  State  received  a  fresh 
impulse  from  this  convention. 


Rhode  Island,  and  Vermont.     The  Conventions  of  these 
States  were  in  session,  at  Westerly,  R  I.  and  Rutland,  Vt.,  on 
the  same  days,  October  19th  and  20th,  and  saluted  one  another 
by  telegraph.    The  former  State,  has  few  associations.    Four  of 
these,    including  the  flourishing  one  at  Providence  with  its 
1,052  members,    sent  54  delegates.       Nineteen    delegates  of 
churches,  were  also  admitted  to  the  convention.     Vermont  has 
more  associations  than  any  other  State  save  Massachusetts  and 
New  York.    These  Conventions  resembled  one  another  in  some 
particulars.    In  both,  the  the  clergy  took  prominent  part,  giv- 
ing sound  counsel  and  warm  approbation.    The  discussions  at 
Rutland  and  Westerly,  related  not  only  to  associational  work, 
but  took  also  a  wider  range,  embracing  all  departments  of 
Christian  effort.    At  Westerly,  Mr.  Lee,  of  the  International  ex- 
ecutive committee  was  present,  and  a  State  executive  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  promote  the  organization  of  new  associa- 
tions.   The  best  mode  of  reaching  the.  large  number  of  mill  op- 
eratives in  Rhode  Island,  was  instructively  discussed.   Ex-Gov- 
ernor   Hoppin,  uttered  an  eloquent  plea  for  the  rich  young 
men,  as  constituting  emphatically  one  of  the  neglected  classes. 


Pennsylvania.  The  Convention  for  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania met  at  Williamsport  on  November  2d,  and  continued  in 
session  three  days.  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter  of  Pittsburg,  was  chosen 
President,  about  150  delegates  were  present,  representing  not 
only  the  29  Associations  already  existing  in  the  state,  but  sev- 
eral about  forming. 

The  unusually  large  number  of  clergymen  present,  showed 
their  deep  interest  in  the  practical  workings  of  the  Associa- 
tions. The  discussions  were  pointed  and  instructive.  An  in- 
teresting report  was  made  by  the  Pittsburgh  association  upon 
the  Young  Men's  Home  which  has  been  established  in  that 
place  for  destitute  young  men.  We  hope  to  give  in  a  future 
number  some  extended  account  of  this  good  work. 

A  State  Executive  Committee,  with  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree  as  chair- 
man, was  appointed.  The  reports  from  the  associations  were 
very  encouraging.  Among  the  corresponding  members  present 
was  Mr:  T.  J.  Sellew,  of*  the  International  Executive  Committee. 


Ohio.  The  condition  of  the  associations  in  Ohio,  was  quite 
fully  and  satisfactorily  reported  to  the  Third  Annual  Conven- 
tion, which  met  in  Mansfield,  October  22d,  28d  and  24th,  un- 
der the  excellent  presidency  of  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cin- 
cinnatti.  109  delegates,from  23  associations  reported.  There  were 
also  20  corresponding  members,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Cephas 
Brainerd,  of  the  international  executive  committee.  In  Ohio, 
this  year,  the  report  of  the  Convention  states,  there  are  51  As- 
sociations, with  5 ,650  members.  There  were  37  last  year.  21 
associations  have  reading-rooms,  nine  have  daily,  twenty-five 
have  weekly  and  semi- weekly  prayer  meetings ;  twenty-two 
have  libraries,  aggregating  11,942  volumes,  valued  at  $18,765. ' 


Massachusetts.  Unprecedented  interest  seems  to  have  been 
excited  in  the  recent  MassachusettsConvention  at  Lowell  last  Oct. 
•'The  questions,"  writes  our  correspondent,  "were  practical  and 
well  discussed."  A  large  number  of  the  clergy  were  present 
and  spoke  often.    The  delegates  numbered  nearly  400. 

"  Williamstown  and  Amherst  Colleges  each  sent  18  delegates. 
Andover  Theological  Seminary  was  closed  for  the  two  days 
and  the  Professors  addressed  the  convention.     Senator  Wilson. 
Gen.  O  O    Howard,  and  Mr.  R.  A.  Burnell,  added  their  testi- 
monv  for  the  master.    The  large  church  was  crowded  to  over- 
flowing at  many  of  the  day  sessions.     In  the  evening  wc  held 
two  services,  and  yet  the  church  for  the  regular  k,  ,  ice  was  lit- 
erally packed.    We  had  each  day  six  open  air  services,  and  at 
several  of  them  nearly  1,000  were  in  attendance,  many  accom- 
panied the  brethren  as  they  went  from  the  out-door  Catherine 
to  the  church.    A  number  of  hopefhl  conversions  took  place 
among  them  was  one  of  a  boy  11  years  old,  and  another  of  an 
aged  man  past  three-score  and  ten.      As  I  was  leaving  the 
church  after  the  farewell  meeting— it  was  nearly  midnight— I 
noticed  a  fine  looking  young  man  standing  on  the  porch,  and 
took  his  hand,  saying,  "well,  farewell  to  you !"  "farewell"  he 
said,  but  holding  my  hand  he  added,  "I  have  been  waiting  all 
the  evening  to  talk  with  you.     "  I  hope  you  are  a  christian  »  I 
said  "  No  I  am  not?"  he  added  'and  that's  what  I  want'"  I 
talked  ten  minues  with  him  in  the  rain  outside:  and  then  said 
"  can't  you  trust  Christ  alone  for  your  eternal  life  from  this 
hour  ?"    After  a  pause  he  said,"/  can  and  I  vdtt .»"     "Will  you 
take  the  balance  of  my  counsel  and  go  to  work  ?"     "  Yes  I  will 
and  I  shall  want  more  help,  you  don't  know  me ;  I'm  overseer 
of  one  hundred  men,  in  this  town,  and  our  temptations  aro 
great ;  God  alone  knows  what  it  means  whan  I  say,  I'll  use  those 
tracts !"    I  have  heard  from  him  since,  and  he  has  truly  started 
on  the  christian  life,  and  is  at  work  for  the  Master     A  great 
deal  has  been  done  for  Lowell  by  this  convention.    It  was  a 
cause  for  regret  that  Only  59  out  of  the  107  associations  in 
Massachusetts  were  represented." 
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DISCOVERT  OP  A  NEW  WORLD.     • 

More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  Prof.  Edward  Forbes  be- 
gan a  aeries  of  dredgings  on  tbe  coast  of  England,  and  revealed 
to  the  scientific  world  the  hidden  wonders  of  the  sea  to  the  depth 
of  about  two  hundred  fathoms.  He  soon  found  that  the  strange 
animals  that  were  thus  brought  up  from  the  deep  were  not  dis- 
tributed by  chance,  but  that  there  were  well  defined  horizontal 
zones,  each  haying  a  fauna,  or  distinct  group  of  animals  of  many 
kinds,  peculiar  to  itself;  and  that  these  cones  varied  greatly  in 
in  the  numbers  of  animals  they  contained.  Those  near  the  sur- 
face of  the  ocean  abounded  in  many  and  very  varied  forms,  and 
•.hose  successively  beneath  them  possessed  fewer  and  fewer,  until 
it  seemed  to  appear,  that  at  the  depth  of  three  hundred  fathoms, 
all  kinds  of  animal  life  became  extinct.  This  unwarranted  infer- 
ence was,  unfortunately,  so  universally  entertained  among  scien- 
tific men,  that  the  idea  of  trying  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it 
was  founded  in  fact  was  entirely  precluded. 

Some  fears  later,  Sir  James  Ross,  during  one  of  his  arctic 
voyages,  dredged,  at  various  depths  from  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty to  four  hundred  fathoms,  and  found  an  abundance  of  animals 
at  nearly  every  cast ;  but,  still,  the  accepted  dogma,  that  there 
was  no  animal  life  I  elow  three  hundred  fathoms,  threw  more 
than  a  donbt  over  this  daring  explorer's  careful  investigations, 
and  it  was  not  until  1860  that  tbe  scientific  world  was  induced  to 
reexamine  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  so  unhesitatingly  accept- 
ed the  wrong  inference  drawn  irom  Prof.  Forbes's  work. 

In  that  year,  during  the  deep-sea  soundings  made  by  Her  Maj- 
esty's ship,  Bulldog,  between  Iceland  and  Greenland,  to  ascertain 
the  desirability  of  that  as  a  route  for  the  telegraphic  cable  across 
the  Atlantic,  a  starfish,  like  the  common  "five  finger"  of  our  rocky 
shores  was  brought  up  from  a  very  considerable  depth.  All  sorts 
of  theories  were  immediately  devised  to  show  that  tho  animal, 
while  floating  in  the  sea,  became  entangled  in  the  line — the  the- 
orists assuming,  at  the  very  outset,  what  was  absurd,  namely, 
that  such  an  animal  could  float  in  the  sea.  Others  explained  the 
strange  phenomenon  by  supposing,  that  as  the  line  was  drawn 
up,  it  must  have  passed  over  a  high  mountain  that  raised  its  lofty 
crest  nearly  to  the  surface  of  the  ocean. 

This  single  specimen  became  the  theme  of  so  much  earnest  dis- 
cussion, that  one  gentleman  carefully  computed  the  pressure,  per 
square  inch,  that  the  animal  must  have  endured  at  the  great  depth 
from  which  it  was  said  to  have  come,  and  then  constructed  an  ap- 
paratus for  making  an  equal  pressure.  Placing  in  the  vessel  a 
similar  animal,  and  others  of  various  kind,  ho  applied  the  press- 
ure, and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  on  examination,  found  all 
his  specimens  dead. 

This  experimentum  eruci*  did  not,  however,  satisfy  most  reflec- 
tive minds,  and,  in  1868,  the  British  government,  at  the  earnest 
request  of  the  Royal  Society,  granted  that  body  the  use  of  a  small 
vessel  from  the  navy  to  be  used  for  dredging  along  the  northern 
shores  of  Ireland  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Faroe  Islands.  The 
depth  of  the  water  was  about  six  hundred  fathoms,  and  instead 
of  finding  a  great  desert  beneath  the  sea,  as  had  been  confidently 
predicted,  it  was  ascertained  that  great  areas  of  the  ocean  bed 
were  covered  with  one  continuous  sheet  of  living  animals,  re- 
markably similar  to  those  whose  remains  form  the  immense  de- 
posits of  chalk. 

This  result  was  so  universally  unexpected,  and  threw  such  a 
flood  of  light  on  many  geological  questions,  that  the  same  Society 
made  a  second  application  to  the  government,  and  a  steamship  of 
four  hundred  tons,  with  all  the  needed  apparatus  was  placed  at 
their  disposal  last  spring.  During  the  past  summer  she  has 
dredged  along  the  whole  western  shore  of  Ireland,  and  north- 
ward to  the  Faroe  Islands.  Thence  she  turned  southward,  and 
entered  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  there  successfully  cast  the  dredge 
at  the  remarkable  depth  of  14,610  feet,  or  very  nearly  thre&milet! 

The  result  of  this  summer's  work  is,  in  brief,  that  it  is  probable 
that  there  is  animal  life  at  the  bottom  of  even  the  deepest  abysses 


of  tho  ocean.  From  the  depth  of  1,476  fathoms,  or  about  a  mile 
and  a  half,  a  crab  was  brought  up  that  had  eyes  as  perfectly  de- 
veloped and  as  complex  as  those  of  the  crabs  which  frequent  our 
shores.  Scores  of  different  kinds  of  shells  were  also  brought  up 
from  similar  depths,  and  the  variety  of  animal  life  down  on  the 
deep  ocean's  bed,  shows  us  that  there  is  a  whole  new  creation  be- 
neath us,  bearing  the  same  unvarying  proofs  of  the  omnipresence 
and  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness  of  our  Creator. 

Barometrical. — The  greatest  elevation  of  the  barometer  ever 
attained  in  the  United  States  was  reached  at  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
on  Jan.  8, 1866,  when  it  stood  81*88.  An  extreme  depression  of 
the  barometer  occurred  on  Dec  25, 1881,  at  the  Royal  Observa- 
tory, Greenwich,  England.  It  was  2789  inches.  In  the  Typhoon 
off  the  Chinese  coast,  on  Sept.  81, 1869,  the  barometrical  reading 
was  27-62.  In  this  city  on  the  9th  of  last  month,  there  was  an 
extraordinary  rise  of  the  barometer  to  8064. 

Depth  of  thb  Atlantic. — The  deep-sea  soundings  made  in 
connection  with  the  laying  of  submarine  cables  prove  the  average 
depth  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  be  12,000  feet.  This  ocean  floor 
begins  about  150  miles  from  the  Irish  Coast,  from  which  point 
the  descent  to  deep  water  is  very  rapid,  reaching  10,500  feet  in 
fifty  miles,  and  making  the  declivity  greater  than  that  of  the 
Italian  Alps.  The  deepest  part  of  the  ocean  is  on  the  American 
aide,  near  the  New  Foundland  banks,  where  an  immense  basin 
exists,  ranging  east  and  west  for  nearly  1,000  miles,  whose  depth 
is  supposed  to  excel  the  height  of  the  Himalayan  range. 


NEWS  ITEMS. 

SLAVERY  ANT)  THB  GOSPEL   IN    THE    NEW    HEBRIDES. — Upon 

the  six  Southern  islands  of  this  Pacific  group,  six  different  dia- 
lects are  spoken,  so  that  their  80,000  inhabitants  require  the 
Word  of  God  in  as  many  languages  as  do  the  80  millions  of  Great 
Britain.  The  arduous  work  of  translation,  however,  is  rapidly 
pushed  forward  under  the-auspices  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society. 

Another  more  serious  obstacle  to  the  work  is  described  in  the 
Reporter,  of  this  British  Society.  "A  quasi -slave  trading  has 
been  carried  on  under  the  guise  of  engaging  free  laborers  for  the 
plantations  in  Fiji.North  Caledonia,  and  elsewhere.  In  this  crim- 
inal way  thousands  of  natives  have  been  kidnapped."  '  The  Eng- 
lish Government  has  been  notified  of  this,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will 
put  a  stop  to  the  nefarious  business. 

In  spite  of  obstacles,  good  is  accomplished  by  the  missionaries. 
On  Aneityum,  one  of  the  group,  the  whole  population  has,  in  the 
course  of  years,  become  leavened  with  the  Gospel.  Churches  and 
schools  are  well  attended ;  one-third  of  the  entire  population  are 
church  members,  and  the  Lord's  day  is  particularly  well-ob- 
served. 

Death  of  Ex-Secretaby  Stanton.— Death  has  of  late  been 
very  busy  among  our  eminent  men,  During  October  and  Novem- 
ber the  following  men  passed  away :  The  great  American  philan- 
thropist (Mr.  Peabody) ;  one  ex-President  (Mr.  Pierce) ;  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  (Rawlins);  one  Major-Oeneral  (Wool);  one  Rear- 
Admiral  (Stewart);  two  ex-Secretaries  of  the  Treasury (Fessen- 
den  and  Walker);  an  ex-Secretary  of  War  (John  Bell);  two  ex- 
Postmaster  Generals  (Kendall  and  Wickliflv). 

On  the  day  before  Christmas,  Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  ex  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  j  ust  appointed  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  died  at  Washington  in  the  fifty-fifth  year  of  bis  age. 

At  the  funeral  the  President,  the  Supreme  Court,  foreign  min- 
isters, and  the  majority  of  Congressmen  were  present.  Mr.  Stan- 
ton was  graduated  at  Kenyon  College  in  1831,  became  eminent 
as  a  lawyer,  was  Mr.  Buchanan's  Attorney  General,  and  was  Sec- 
retary of  War  from  1868-68.  "He  carried  to  his  high  trust  a 
frame  that  seemed  like  adamant,  but  brought  away  from  it  the 
mere  wreck  of  a  body.  He  received  and  expended  billions  for  the 
country,  yet  was  forced  to  work  to  the  last  for  his  daily  bread, 
dying  a  poor  man." 
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Thb  Home  Field.  —The  following  general  view  of  the  Yoong 
Men's  Christian  Asso  ciation,  in  this  country  and  the  British  Prov- 
inces is  taken  from  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  the 
Portland  Convention,  lately  published : 

Whole  No.  of  Associations 659. 

No.  reporting  at  Portland 836. 

Of  the  whole  number  there  are  in  Massachusetts  107,  in  New 
York  67,  in  Vermont  61,  in  Ohio  43,  in  Illinois  33,  in  the  British 
Provinces  63. 

1.  The  following  Associations  now  own  and  occupy  buildings 
fitted  for  their  work,  or  are  soon  to  do  so,  viz :  Baltimore ;  Meriden; 
Conn. ;  Bethlehem,  Pa. ;  Chicago,  111. ;  Newtown,  L.  I. ;  Shoreham, 
Vt.;  Philadelphia;  San  Francisco;  German  Association,  New 
York  City ;  Washington ;  Omaha ;  New  York  City — twelve  in  all. 
This  property  is  reported  as  possessing  a  cash  value  of  (1,809,000. 

3.  The  following  Associations  report  building  funds,  viz.:  Pough- 
keepsie ;  Green  Point,  L.  I. ;  Biddeford,  Me. ;  Peoria,  HI. ;  New 
London,  Conn. ;  Cape  John,  N.  S. ;  Cleveland ;  Bristol ;  Ipswich, 
N.  H.;  Halifax;  North  Shore,  S.  I.;  Newark;  Painesville,  Ohio; 
Boston;  Westerly,  R.  I.;  Saugerties;  German  Association,  N.  Y. 
Newtown,  L.  I. ;  Plantsville,  Conn. ;  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  East  Brooklyn  i 
and  Brooklyn — twenty -one  in  all.  Eighteen  state  the  sum  they 
have  in  hand  at  $103,931. 

8.  One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  of  these  Associations  report 
104,181  volumes  in  their  libraries,  and  value  them  at  $140,715. 

4.  Two  hundred  and  nineteen  report  their  current  expenses  at 
$309,704. 

5.  One  hundred  and  nine  report  conversions. 

6.  Two  hundred  and  sixteen  report  a  paying  membership  of 
54,395. 

One  Association  in  Potm  Villages — Open  Air  Meetings.— 
From  Somerville,  Mass.,  a  correspondent  writes : 

"Our  Association  was  organized  a  little  over  two  years  ago,  and 
as  the  town  comprises  four  separate  villages,  we  cannot  command 
rooms  in  a  central  location.  Wo  have  therefore  adopted  a  plan 
of  holding  prayer  meetings  in  regular  succession  at  the  different 
churches  represented  in  the  association.  We  also  hold  a  Conven- 
tional Meeting  every  quarter,  which  has  been  productive  of  much 
good.  During  the  months  of  August  and  September,  we  held  open 
air  meetings  on  what  is  called  Prospect  Hill,  in  the  afternoon  of 
each  Lord's  day  from  five  to  six  o'clock.  Large  numbers  attended, 
many  of  whom  were  non-church  goers. 

Old  and  young  seemed  eager  to  catch  the  word  as  it  was  spoken 
from  the  lips  of  earnest  men.  At  the  close  of  the  service,  little 
books  and  tracts  were  distributed  and  received  by  many.  How 
much  pood  has  been  accomplished  by  these  meetings  cannot  now 
be  ascertained ;  yet  we  have  evidence  of  two  having  passed  from 
death  unto  life  through  their  instrumentality,  and  we  know  that 
many  more  are  interested  in  their  soul's  salvation. 

The  secret  of  our  success  has  been  prayer  and  faith  in  God,  with 
accompanying  effort ;  for  we  kno  w  that  "  faith  without  works  is 
dead."  About  one  hour  before  we  inaugurated  our  meetings  upon 
the  Hill,  a  little  praying  band  was  convened  at  a  neighboring  house. 
Prom  the  place  of  prayer  we  went  to  the  place  where  we  were 
to  testify  for  Jesus.  Our  hearts  burned  within  us,  and  I  believe  we 
had  the  smile  of  our  Heavenly  Father  as  we  told  sinners  how  much 
He  loved  them.  A  few  evenings  since  at  our  prayer  meeting,  a 
man  testified  that  by  the  grace  of  God  he  was  a  sinner  saved 
through  listening  to  the  earnest  words  of  the  young  men  at  our 
open  air  service. 

Thk  Young  Women's  and  Young  Men's  Associations  in 
Burlington,  Vermont. — A  very  interesting  joint  anniversary  of 


the  Young  Men's  and  the  Young  Women's  Associations  in  Bur- 
lington, Vt.,was  held  in  that  city  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  No- 
vember 14th — the  day  of  prayer  for  the  associations  throughout  the 
world.  The  programme  was  a  comprehensive  one.  A  report  of  for- 
eign, national  and  state  organizations  was  first  read  by  Captain 
George  E.  Davis.  The  total  membership  of  the  Vermont  Associa- 
tions he  stated  was  2,505,  of  whom  1,478  are  professing  christians, 
representing  135  churches. 

In  behalf  of  the  Association  in  Burlington,  Dr.  W.B.  Lund  reported 
that  they  had  sustained  missions  in  three  school  districts  outside  of 
the  city  and  in  the  county  jail ;  and  had  held  outdoor  meetings  in 
the  park.  Sabbath  evenings  throughout  the  summer.  The  school 
in  the"Hiokok  district  "had  been  discontinued.  In  the  others, 
the  work  was  successful,  and  that  in  the  jail  was  of  great  interest. 

A  written  report  of  the  directors  of  the  Young  Women's  Asso- 
ciations was  read  by  Mr.  Haxen.  It  detailed  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation in  the  Industrial  School,  which  had  been  made  subsequent- 
ly self-supporting ;  the  effort  to  diminish  street  begging,  which 
had  been  sufficiently  successful  to  warrant  its  renewal  the  coming 
winter ;  and  in  the  county  jail.  In  connection  with  the  latter,  a  deep- 
ly interesting  recital  was  given  of  the  reclamation  of  a  woman  who 
had  been  a  hardened  offender  in  years  past.  The  society  num- 
bers 96  members,  and  closes  its  year  with  $417  in  the  treasury. 

Interesting  addresses  were  then  read  on  the  joint  and  supple- 
menting work  of  these  two  active  organizations  by  President  An- 
gel! and  Professor  Webber  of  Middlebury  College. 

Hartford  women's  christian  association. — The  second  an- 
nual report  of  this  vigorous  association  is  full  of  promise.  "  The 
object  of  this  association  is  the  temporal,  moral  and  religious  wel- 
fare of  women,  especially  young  women  who  depend  upon  their 
daily  labor  for  support." 

The  Visitation  Committee  have  been  diligent  in  their  work,  hav- 
ing visited  between  December  1868  and  June  1869,  460  families. 
850  books,  tracts  and  papers  have  been  distributed,  together  with 
material  for  clothing,  second  hand  garments,  fuel,  medicine  and 
other  comforts. 

The  Wednesday  evening  bible  class  maintains  its  interest,  the 
average  attendance  being  twenty-five. 

The  Employment  Committee  have  secured  situations  for  93  out 
of  168  applicants,  to  whom  christian  sympathy,  as  well  as  material 
aid  was  extended. 

The  singing  class,  the  evening  school  for  young  women  and  girls 
who  cannot  attend  day  school,  are  both  flourishing. 

The  association  is  greatly  in  need  of  a  building  where  they  can 
secure  commodious  and  inviting  rooms,  and  in  which  they  can  fur- 
nish a  boarding  home  where,  at  reasonable  prices,  food  and  lodg- 
ing can  be  obtained  by  deserving  young  women.  Here,  too,  are 
to  be  a  free  reading  room  and  apartments  for  prayer  meetings,  so- 
cial gatherings  and  occasional  lectures.  This  home,  by  the  aid  of 
the  citizens  of  Hartford  they  hope  soon  to  secure  and  occupy. 

A  Glance  at  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis. — Passing  through 
these  towns  of  Minnesota  last  summer,  a  correspondent  thus  com 
ments  on  the  associations  he  visited':  "The  brethren  at  St.  Paul 
have  a  passably  pleasant  room,  with  benches  instead  of  chairs — 
an  undesirable  feature— a  noonday  prayer  meeting,  not  very 
well  attended,  and  open  air  meetings  well  attended,  but  in 
need  of  more  attraction  of  music — a  deficiency  which  ft  is  of-  ten 
difficult  to  supply.  Slips  with  hymns  to  distribute  to  the  poo- 
dle would  be  of  service.  In  Minneapolis  is  an  association,  the 
most  lively  features  of  which  are  the  noonday  prayer  meeting, 
which  is  usually  well  attended  (many  strangers  dropping  in  al- 
most every  day  and  making  a  live  prayer  meeting),  and  the  Sun 
day  bible  class,  which  is  good  and  usually  numbers  about  twenty. 
The  only  business,  social  or  religious  meetings,  other  than  those, 
is  the  annual  meeting.  In  a  city  of  12,000,  where  there  are  seven- 
teen churches,  and  where  so  many  christian  strangers  are  always 
to  be  found,  the  departments  of  effort  could  be  multiplied  to  ad- 
vantage. 
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Cheering  News  pkom  Waterbuky,  Vermont. — This  Til- 
lage of  500  inhabitants  ia  enjoying  a  rich  and  blessed  outpouring 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  good  work  had  its  origin,  writes  the 
president  of  our  association  in  that  place,  in  the  persistent  efforts 
of  our  association  for  almost  two  years  to  sustain  a  Sunday  School 
and  Bible  class  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Lord's  day. 

"  The  attempt  was  at  last  successful.  First  the  young  and  then 
the  older  children  came  and  were  deeply  interested.  God  smiled 
on  the  effort.  The  three  churches  of  different  names  in  the  village 
came  together  and  went  to  work  as  one  body.  The  utmost  brother- 
ly fellowship  and  kindness  has  been  shown  throughout.  Each 
church  has  been  richly  and  about  equally  blessed.  For  seven 
weekB  the  solemn  and  tender  interest  has  continued.  Eighty  have 
given  evidence  of  conversion,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  growing  con- 
cern especially  among  those  who  were  at  first  most  reckless  and  indif- 
ferent. Several  of  this  hardened  class  have  been  already  converted. 
In  an  adjoining  neighborhood  where  nearly  all  were  univerealists,  a 
similar  blessed  work  of  the  spirit  is  in  progress,  particularly  among 
men  of  mature  years" 

A  Report  fbom  Kittanning,  Pa. — The  annual  report  of  the 
Association  at  Kittanning,  Pa.,  was  read  by  the  president,  Mr.  R. 
W.  Smith,  December  9th,  and  appeared  a  few  days  later  in  the 
Union  Free  Pre**  of  that  town. 

It  states  with  regret  that "  regular  meetings  were  suspended  dur 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  and  fall,"  but  records  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  reading  room— too  little  frequented — and  the 
starting  of  a  library  which  contains  about  100  volumes.  Several 
interesting  elocutionary  entertainments  given  by  Professor  Kidd 
were  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  association.  The  yearly  expenses 
have  amounted  to  $574  20,  the  receipts  to  $568  08. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  lectures  for  the  present  season  was  deliv- 
ered November  25th,  and  the  president  closes  a  report  with  an  earn- 
est appeal  to  the  brethren  to  put  forth  new  efforts  in  all  depart- 
ments of  the  work  for  the  coming  year. 

The  Chinese  Cased  for. — In  Portland,  Oregon,  the  associa- 
tion has  entered  upon  a  work  of  no  common  interest.  Under  the 
direction  of  a  competent  committee,  a  school  for  the  education  of 
the  Chinese  has  been  opened.  It  is  cheering  to  notice  that  the  brethren 
of  the  association  are  forward  in  this  noble  work  on  our  Pacific 
coast.  The  importance  of  the  field  thus  entered,  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate,  and  the  laborers  begin  with  an  encouraging  enthu- 
siasm. The  president  of  the  Portland  association,  Mr.  Edward 
Quack enbush,  writes  anticipating  that  christians  of  the  East  "will 
envy  us  of  this  coast,  the  opportunity  of  becoming  identified  with 
this  work  among  the  Chinese."  From  workers  entering  upon  their 
labor  with  such  a  high  sense  of  the  privilege  and  responsibility  of 
the  undertaking  we  shall  look  for  substantial  results. 

The  Portland  association  last  summer  received  the  gift  of  a  suite 
of  rooms,  free  of  rent,  in  the  finest  building  of  Portland,  the  new 
banking  house  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Ladd.  Mr.  Ladd  made  them  this  gen- 
erous present,  and  the  rooms  are  eligibly  situated  over  his  bank. 

Thk  Teak's  Woek  in  Lynn  by  Young  Men  and  Women. 
The  brethren  in  Lynn  took  possession  of  their  new  rooms  and 
held  their  annual  meeting  October  6th.  The  spacious  rooms, 
four  in  number,  are  tastfully  furnished.  In  one  is  the  library,  an- 
"other  is  the  reading  room,  and  in  the  third  devotional  and  business 
meetings  are  held.  A  fourth  apartment  is  devoted  to  the  use  oj 
the  ladies  who  have  formed,  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  women  of 
Lynn,  an  association  which  is  on  efficient  aid  in  moral  and  social 
reform. 

The  report  of  the  Lynn  Association  states  that  the  membership 
is  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven — all  but  thirty  being  active  mem- 
bers. The  Treasurer  announced  the  total  receipts  to  have  been 
$1,400  87,  including  a  liberal  gift  of  $500  from  Mr.  E.  H.  Johnson 
for  the  purchase  of  books.  The  expenditures — exclusive  of  those 
for  the  library — were  $903  49,  and  the  bills  now  outstanding  amount 
to  $169  84. 

The  New  Building  at  'Washington. — The  beautiful  and 
spacious  home  of  the  Association  in  Washington,  was  dedicated 


September  30.  Chief  Justice  Chase  presided.  General  Howard, 
president  of  the  association,  gave  a  brief  account  of  the  enterprise. 
Rev.  Dr.  Grammer,  Professor  G.  M.  Cardron,  Dr.  J.  T.  Duryea  of 
Brooklyn,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  made  glowing  addresses.  Upon 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  new  building  was  named  Lincoln 
Halliin  memory  of  the  late  revered  President  of  the  Republic 

The  edifice  contains  a  large  hall,  a  library,  a  gymnasium  and 
bath  rooms.  It  has  cost  nearly  $200,000.  Wo  expect,  in  our  next 
number  to  give  a  correct  picture  of  this  building,  and  to  detail 
some  of  the  uses  to  which  it  has  been  successfully  put. 

Colored  Association  in  South  Carolina,— Reports  re- 
ceived from  the  associations  in  Charleston  and  Yorkville,  S.  C. 
state  that  the  colored  brethren  are  entering  upon  the  work 
with  encouraging  success.  In  Yorkville  it  is  noticed  already 
that  the  movement  has  tended  to  harmonize  the  churches.  In 
Charleston  the  hospitals  have  been  visited  by  the  young  men  on  er- 
rands of  mercy,  and  a  good  beginning  in  christian  work  has  been 
made.  At  Chester,  near  Yorkville,  it  is  proposed  to  organize  a  col- 
ored young  men's  christian  association. 

Activity  in  Montreal. — Commenting  on  the  monthly  meet- 
ing of  the  Montreal  Association,  the  doily  Herald  of  that  city  says : 

"  The  Association  is  performing  a  great  and  good  work  in  our 
city.  A  large  number  of  young  men  are  now  engaged  in  city- 
mission  work,  while  every  effort  is  made  to  meet  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  wants  of  the  many  who  come  as  strangers  to  the  city. 
We  advise  all  to  call  at  their  pleasant  rooms,  corner  of  Craig  and 
Alexander  streets,  which  are  well  provided  with  current  standard 
literature  of  the  day." 

The  Germans  at  Work  in  New  Haven.— The  German 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  at  New  Haven— the  only 
one  of  that  nationality  in  Connecticut — supported  for  some  time 
last  summer  an  open  air  service  in  the  public  square.  Tho 
association  has  long  been  in  a  crippled  condition.  Their  case 
was  presented  at  the- last  State  convention,  and  the  prospect  of  aid 
held  out  to  them  so  that  the  expectation  of  invigorated  life  and  ac- 
tivity is  confidently  entertained  by  the  friends  of  the  cause. 

Young  women  at  work  in  Lynn.— In  Lynn,  Mass.,  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associaticn  have  lately  hired  four  commodions 
rooms.  One  of  these  is  to  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  ladies,  who 
have  formed  on  organization  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  women 
of  Lynn.  This  promises  to  be  an  efficient  aid  to  the  Young  Mom's 
Association  in  its  work  of  social  and  moral  reform.  Their  new 
pleasant  and  comfortable  quarters  ore  much  better  adapted  to  their 
purposes  than  those  which  they  have  just  vacated. 

New  associations  are  soon  to  be  formed  at  Lincoln,  Sudbury  and 
Montpelier,  Vermont. 

A  new  association  of  100  members  has  been  lately  formed  in 
Greencastle,  Indiana,  under  very  favorable  auspices. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Growth  and  Activity  in  Ontario. — Our  corresponding 
member  for  Ontario  writes  from  Toronto:  Since  my  lost  report 
new  associations  have  been  formed  in  Drummondville,  Ayr,  George- 
town and  Welland ;  each  promises  well  and  from  the  reports 
made  by  delegates  at  the  Provincial  Convention  held  September 
8th  and  9th  in  Hamilton,  our  work  is  becoming  more  widely 
known  and  better  appreciated,  and  we  trust  good  results  will 
follow. 

In  Barrie  an  active  association  has  been  in  existence  over  a  year ; 
is  well  sustained,  and  has  held  several  public  meetings  which  drew 
a  good  attendance  and  have  awakened  interest  among  the  young 
men  of  the  town. 

The  Hamilton  association,  after  entertaining  the  Second  Annual 
Convention  in  a  very  fraternal  and  hospitable  manner,  has  suffered 
a  loss  in  the  removal  of  its  valued  president,  Mr.  Thomas  Muir,  to 
Detroit,  where  a  new  field  of  labor  awaits  him. 
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St.  Catherine's  Association  progresses,  and  has  done  a  good  work 
daring  the  summer  among  the  sailors  passing  through  the  Wel- 
land  Canal.  They  have  also  an  excellent  freo  reading  room  and 
the  use  of  a  library. 

The  annual  report  from  Toronto  speaks  of  much  work  done  in 
cottage  meetings,  bethel  services,  and  in  exercises  of  like  nature- 
The  Employment  Committee  has  also  been  earnestly  engaged  help- 
ing  many  of  the  strangers  who  have  come  to  our  city  during  the 
past  year.  After  mature  deliberation  this  association  has  just  en- 
gaged one  of  its  most  active  members,  Mr.  Thomas  Wilkie,  as  paid 
secretary,  and  we  hope  this  step  will  be  of  much  permanent  good 
to  the  young  men  of  the  association  and  city. 


&8B®&@. 


"  The  bible  classes  and  the  devotional  meetings,"  said 
Dr.  Gladstone  at  the  late  conference  in  Bristol,  England,  "are 
found  to  be  the  two  main  agencies  of  all  flourishing  associations 
on  the  continent  as  well  as  in  Great  Britian." 

The  Field  Abroad.— Prom  a  report  read  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Ship- 
ton,  before  the  Dublin  conference,  as  long  ago  as  September,  1868, 
the  following  proximate  estimate  of  the  strength  of  the  associa- 
■  ationa  abroad  is  taken : 


Amocta- 
Mow. 

England  and  WilM 101 

Scotland 47 

Ireland 10 

British  Coloniea IS 

Holland 78 

Belgium....- 11 


Mem- 1 
bert. 


Amocta- 
ttoiu. 


11,017  France 58 

8,098  North  German  j n 

817;Rhentoh  Westphalia ISO 

223  French  Switzerland 87 

1,481 1  

1071       Total 504 


Mem- 
ben. 

804 
8,004 
4480 


Besides,  there  are  in  Wurtemburg  and  Germany,  43 ;  German 
Switzerland,  88;  Italy,  5;  Mediterranean,  5  associations;  and  in 
course  of  formation  in  England  and  Wales,  20 ;  Holland,  80. 
GREAT    BRITAIN. 

The  conference  at  Bristol.— The  leading  event  reported  in 
the  last  number  of  the  London  Quarterly  Messenger  is  the  confer- 
ence, at  Bristol,  September  6th,  7th  and  8th,  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  West  and  South-west  districts  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 

Mr.  W.  Terrell  of  Bristol  was  chosen  chairman.  The  introduc- 
tion of  amusements,  such  as  cricket,  chess  and  music  into  the  cir- 
cle of  attractions  to  be  offered  to  young  men  by  the  associations,  ex- 
cited lively  discussion.  The  general  sentiment  was  averse  to  their 
introduction ;  the  English  associations  confine  themselves  to  relig- 
ious methods  of  approaching  young  men  more  exclusively  than  is 
the  case  in  this  country.  As  Dr.  Gladstone  correctly  stated  before 
the  conference :  "  In  America  they  concern  themselves  not  only 
with  the  objects  sought  in  the  English  associations,  but  seek  for 
young  men,  employment,  boarding  places  and  opportunities  for 
mental  and  physical  culture,  and  an  introduction  to  churches  of 
their  own  denomination." 

Yet  some  English  associations  conform  in  a  measure  to  the  Amer- 
ican plan.  The  attractions  to  "  moral  but  unconverted  young  men," 
offered  by  the  Bristol  association  were  enumerated  in  an  interest- 
ing paper  as  follows :  "  Cheerful  premises,  well  furnished  reading 
rooms,  a  coffee  room,  a  library  for  Sunday  school  teachers,  a  circu- 
lating library  of  2,000  volumes,  scientific  and  literary  lectures,  clas- 
ses for  the  study  of  science,  art,  the  Greek,  the  French,  and  other 
languages.    Finally,  as  more  important  than  all  else, 

"FOT/B  HUNDRED  OTHER  ATTRACTIONS 

were  announced  as  residing  in  the  persons  of  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  association  scattered  throughout  the  city  in  daily  con- 
tact with  multitudes  of  young  men.  The  distinction  thus  made  is 
worthy  of  emphasis.  For  in  the  devoted  and  consistent  christian 
character  of  each  individual  member,  the  associations  of  every 
land  should  find  their  supreme  attraction. 

The  importance  of  the  Bible  class  and  prayer  meeting  was  dis- 
cussed, the  general  sentiment  being  that  in  the  list  of  agencies  em- 
ployed, "the  noblest  and  most  lofty  position  must  be  assigned  to 


them."  In  Leeds,  members  go  into  the  streets  as  "  Bible  class  can- 
vassers or  piquets,"  offering  to  young  men  a  spoken  and  a  printed 
invitation  to  the  Bible  class. 

Dr.  Gladstone,  after  giving  an  account  of  the  work  in  foreign 
lands,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  everywhere  the  devotional 
meeting  and  the  Bible  class  were  the  main  agencies  employed. 
Whatever  diversity  existed  in  other  details,  these  spiritual  agencies 
were  invariably  relied  upon  as  indispensable  and  most  important. 

The  various  objections  urged  against  the  associations  at  various 
times  on  the  part  of  the  churches  were  candidly  considered.  The 
charge  of  interference  with  the  work  and  withdrawal  from  the 
membership  of  the  churches  was  refuted  by  showing  that  there 
was  a  field  for  unsectarian  effort  inaccessible  to  the  different  church- 
es ;  that  the  associations  replenished  the  churches,  and  that  churches 
whose  members  were  active  in  the  associations  generally  pros- 
pered. 

The  question  was  raised :  Are  the  lower  strata  of  society  reached  ? 
and  the  system  of  lodging  house  visitation,  the  concert  hall  mis- 
sion and  the  Sunday  out-door  mission  were  pointed  to  in  proof  of 
success  in  this  quarter. 

A  "public  breakfast"  in  the  Atheneum  Lecture  Hall,  was  one 
of  the  exercises  of  the  conference  and  the  farewell  meeting  took 
place  immediately  after  a  second  breakfast  given  to  the  delegates, 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Budgett,  at  his  residence,  Iiedland  House. 


Good  news  from  Liverpool. — The  Liverpool  Association  has 
lately  entered  upon  a  career  of  wider  usefulness  under  the  efficient 
secretaryship  of  Mr.  Samuel  Nash.  Aided  by  the  efforts  of  tbe 
friends  of  the  cause,  the  association  has  been  "  resuscitated  and  re- 
organized." "  Our  religious  work,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "  has 
been  brought  to  the  front.  Members  are  admitted  on  the  London 
basis ;  none  but  christian  young  men  being  eligible,  but  all  respect- 
able young  men  being  cordially  invited  to  become  subscribers  of 
the  Young  Men's  Institute.  On  the  second  Sunday  of  November, 
the  day  of  prayer  for  the  associations,  upwards  of  70  sermons  re- 
lating to  their  work  were  preached  in  the  various  pulpits  of  Liver- 
pool and  vicinity." 

The  attendance  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  Bible  class,  in  Liverpool, 
has  rapidly  increased  from  three  to  seventy.  Sunday  morning, 
Thursday  evening  and  daily  prayer  meetings  have  been  started. 
The  Young  Men's  Institute  secured  situations  and  lodgings  for 
those  in  want  of  them.  The  debating  society,  the  educational 
classes  for  the  study  of  the  languages  and  the  common  English 
branches,  the  library  and  the  social  meeting,  constitute  the  various 
features  of  the  work  of  this  association.  A  cricket  club  was  formed 
last  summer  and  closed  their  season  October  21,  with  a  pleasant  tea 
party.  The  present  premises  of  the  association  are  inadequate  and 
vigorous  efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  better  accomodations. 

The  burdensome  debt  of  the  association  has  been  reduced  from 
£600  to  £160.  The  friends  of  the  cause  in  Liverpool  have  every 
reason  to  be  encouraged  in  view  of  the  success  that  has  thus  far 
attended  their  efforts. 


Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  who  was  a  delegate  from  England  to  the 
Portland  Convention  hist  June,  soon  after  his  return  to  London 
last  fall,  in  conducting  the  old  Bible  class  in  Aldersgate  street, 
made  some  happy  allusions  to  his  recent  visit  to  America  and  to 
the  very  favorable  impressions  he  had  received  of  the  progress  of 
the  work  in  this  country. 

The  Cambridge  Association  is  about  to  begin  the  erection  of  a 
commodious  building  which  will  cost,  when  furnished,  £8,500. 

A  "  N  ATURALI8T  Field  Cltjb  "  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  asso- 
ciation in  Dundee,  Scotland.  Improvement  in  botanical  knowledge 
is  the  object  of  the  society.  It  meets  fortnightly.  Exploring  ex- 
cursions to  various  places  have  been  made,  and  the  botanical  spec- 
imen book  is  being  rapidly  filled.  Five  instructive  lectures  on 
botany  have  been  delivered  at  the  rooms  in  Dundee,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  this  club. 
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A  scripture  readership,  a  town  mission,  mothers'  meetings, 
special  services  with  clerical  and  lay  preachers,  and  evening  schools 
for  working  men,  conducted  by  ladies,  are  already  announced  by 
the  association  formed  last  October  at  Sevenoaks,  England. 


FRANCE. 

General  view— The  groups  du  gaud— Work  among  the 
soldiers  at  Nimes.— In  France,  said  Dr.  Gladstone  at  the  late 
Bristol  conference  in  England,  there  are  123  little  Unions  of  Prot- 
estant christian  young  men.  Their  simple  and  prayerful  charac- 
ter is  delightful  to  contemplate.  They  are  somewhat  timid,  and 
perhaps  wanting  in  what  we  should  call  public  spirit,  owing  per- 
haps to  the  comparative  Tsparseness  of  the  protestant  population 
around  them.  But  the  slip  recently  planted  by  Mr.  George  Wil- 
liams, in  Paris,  is  fast  becoming  a  thriving  tree. 

The  vigorous  little  Groupe  da  Baud,  comprising  8  associations, 
(two  of  them  located  In  Marseilles  and  Nimes),  and  having  in  all 
only  170  members,  63  of  whom  are  at  Nimes,  lately  held  a  good 
conference.  A  new  association  at  Atlais  with  7  members  and  a  lib- 
rary  of  560  volumes,  was  received.  "  It  was  resolved  to  plant  asso- 
ciations at  6  neighboring  places. 

The  Nimes  Union  is  doing  a  good  work  among  the  soldiers  in 
the  barracks.  An  officer's  wife  begged  for  a  new  testament  be- 
cause .her  husband  would  not  let  the  copy  he  had  received  out  of 
his  possession.  A  corporal  meets  his  soldiers  regularly  every  night 
to  read  to  them  the  tracts  he  receives.  A  soldier  obliged  to  follow 
his  regiment  to  Rome,  has  already  distributed  a  thousand  tracts 
there.  These  facts  and  others  were  confirmed  at  the  conference  by 
a  soldier,  In  his  regimentals,  who  arose  to  thank  the  associations 
for  the  good  they  had  been  the  means  of  doing  to  himself  and  his 
comrades. 

The  knottiest  point  of  discussion  concerned  the  Bible  class.  The 
best  mode  of  conducting  the  exercise  was  anxiously  debated  to  the 
mutual  profit  of  the  brethren. 

The  Anglo  American  branch  of  the  Paris  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  occupy  rooms  at  No.  160  Rue  Montmartre, 
and  have  published  an  encouraging  report  for  18S8-'69.  The  sec- 
retary, Mr.  W.  N.  Cote,  writes  that  they  are  about  to  organize  a 
branch  for  the  benefit  of  the  students  in  the  Latin  quarter  of  Paris. 
The  Sunday  and  Friday  evening  Bible  classes  are  well  attended. 
The  French  and  German  branches  of  the  Paris  association  are  also 
in  a  vigorous  condition. 


GERMANY. 

Progress  in  Rhenish  Westphalia— The  work  through- 
out Germany. — The  Rhenish  Westphalian  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tion held  its  general  meeting  or  anniversary  last  August  Among 
other  bodies  represented  by  delegates,  were,  the  East  German,  the 
Dutch,  and  the'Schleswlg-Holstein  Associations,  the  Inner  Mission 
and  the  Germans  of  England. 

The  secretary  reported  that  the  Union  included  99  associations, 
eight  having  joined  it  during  the  past  year,  some  of  which  were 
newly  established.  A  new  home  for  travelling  workmen  had  been 
started  at,  Winden,  while  that  of  Dosseldorf  had  been  obliged  to 
provide  a  larger  building.  During  tho  same  period,  four  of  the 
young  men's  associations  had  been  provided  with  new  or  enlarged 
quarters. 

The  largest  association  is  said  to  be  that  at  Elberfeld,  which  has 
800  members.  The  attendance  at  the  anniversaries  of  the  Union 
vary  from  1,000  to  1,200.  "Most  of  your  members,"  writes  a  cor- 
respondent from  Elberfeld,  "are  mechanics,  and  for  them,  are 
built,  in  the  various  towns,  lodging  houses.  In  these,  travellers 
can  find  good  quarters,  and  in  some  of  them  more  guests  have 
been  accommodated  during  the  year  than  in  all  the  other  lodging 
houses  of  the  town. 

Nearly  all  the  German  associations  belong  to  the  Union,  which 
has  a  central  committee.  Six,  eight  or  ten  associations  are  often 
united  in  a  smaller  circle  called  Krtti,  and  have  a  special  commit- 


tee. Each  association  makes  a  voluntary  contribution  to  the  Union 
and  are  bound  to  take  several  copies  of  our  periodical,  the  "Zung- 
lingsbote." 

Australia. — The  association  movement  has  made  some  progress 
on  this  continental  island.  Rev.  J.  C.  Symons,  at  the  late  confer- 
ence at  Bristol,  England,  stated  that  at  Melbourne  and  elsewhere, 
there  were  large  bodies  of  young  men  meeting  in  connection  with, 
the  various  churches.  At  Sydney,  and  in  Auckland  and  Victoria, 
associations  of  the  parent  type  had  been  established ;  but,  general- 
ly speaking,  these  associations  had  not  been  successful,  though 
other  forms  of  christian  fellowship  had  succeeded. 

In  Rockhampton,  a  young  association  numbers  20  members  and 
is  doing  a  good  work. 

Switzerland. — The  French-speaking  associations  of  Switzer- 
land, are  planning  to  gather  themselves  into  a  compact  union,  to 
promote  efficiency  in  their  work.  An  association  has  been  lately 
formed  at  Basle. 

Holland  and  Belgium. — In  Holland  there  are  eighty  associa- 
tions, representing  various  grades  of  society,  exemplifying  Dutch 
intelligence,  piety  and  brotherly  love. 

In  Brussels  and  the  neighboring  towns,  there  are  ten  associa- 
tions, all  active  in  their  vocation. 

The  **  Oabi8  "  of  Milan.— Under  this  refreshing  name  a  small 
company  of  German  and  Swiss  young  men  in  Milan,  formed  some 
time  ago  a  christian  association  for  the  study  of  the  Bible  and 
friendly  intercourse.  They  have  also  gathered  a  number  of-  the 
young  chimney  sweeps,  a  forlorn,  neglected,  and  cruelly  treated 
class  of  children,  into  a  school  room  where  they  receive  instruc- 
tion. 

A  small  association  of  16  English  speaking  members,  was  organ- 
ized in  Naples,  Italy,  last  November.  Efforts  are  made  to  begin  a 
similar  work  among  the  Italian  young  men  of  that  city. 

An  association  in  Liberia. — During  a  recent  revival  of  relig- 
ion in  Monrovia,  the  capital  of  Liberia,  a  young  men's  christian 
association  was  formed.  A  minister  in  that  city  writes :  "An  infor- 
mal meeting  was  held  at  my  house  and  a  constitution  adopted  by 
thirteen  as  a  nudeu*.  The  thirteen  have  increased  to  twenty-two. 
A  reading  room  with  good  periodicals,  as  a  home  for  these  young 
men  to  assemble  of  an  evening  for  mental,  moral,  religious  and 
spiritual  improvement,  has  been  secured." 


Houses  of  Worship. — Three  house*  of  worship  are  in  process 
of  erection  near  Campbellsville,  Ky.,  the  outgrowth  of  rural  Sun- 
day Schools,  started  within  the  past  two  years  by  Mr.  Buchanan 
of  the  Amer.  S.  S,  Union.  Several  preaching  stations  have  also 
been  established  through  the  influence  of  these  Schools.  A  School 
in  Michigan,  planted  only  two  years  ago,  where  there  was  no  re- 
ligions service,  has  already  grown  into  a  church,  with  a  new 
house  of  worship. 


The  gifts  of  Mb.  Peabody — The  following  list  of  tho  mu- 
nificent gifts  of  Mr.  Peabody  is  said  to  have  been  carefully 
corrected  into  its  present  shape  and  is  deemed  authentic : 

To  tho  London  Poor $2,550,000 

To  the  Sontonhe rn  Educational  Fund J^OOJOO 

Baltimore  Institute '•SMS? 

South  Danvers  Institute ?°!'S5S 

Salem  Inetltnte 150,000 

Vale  College 150,000 

Harvard  CollKe }».«£ 

Memorial  Church,  Georgetown- "MS 

Danvers  Library 50,000 

Boston  Historical  Society wwO 

Baltimore  Historical  Society 30,000 

Lexlugtlon  College,  Va •WgJ 

Geonrctown  rD.  C.I  Library 15JHI 

Thetford  [VtO  Library 15.000 

Phillips  Academy,  Man JMS5 

Kenyon  College,  Ohio JgiJgO 

Newnnryport  Library 'x'lJS 

erlnneUKxpedltlOB IQiOM 

•WSSjOOO 
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The  proposed  (Ecumenical  Conference  of  Evangelical  Alliance, 
to  be  held  in  this  city  next  September,  is  just  now  the  absorbing 
event  with  the  American  Branch  of  this  Society.  To  secure  the 
presence  in  this  country  of  a  large  and  influential  delegation 
from  the  evangelical  churches  of  Europe  seemed  at  first  imprac- 
ticable. Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  the  distinguished  German-American 
scholar,  was  commissioned  last  spring  to  visit  the  European 
churches  and  consult  with  leading  Christians  in  reference  to  the 
matter. 

Everywhere  his  proposal  was  welcomed.  Among  those 
who  may  be  expected  to  come  to  the  conference  are  New- 
man Hall,  and  perhaps  Spurgeon,  of  England ;  Rev.  Messrs. 
Pressens6,  Bersier,  and  Grandpierre,  of  France ;  Cohen  Stuart 
and  Oozterze,  of  Holland ;  Drs.  Hoffman,  Tholuck,  Dorner,  Kraft, 
Emil  Krumroacher,  and  Count  Bernstoff,  of  Germany ;  Dr.  Godet, 
of  Switzerland,  and  Dr.  Wichern,  of  Hamburg,  the  greatest 
philanthropist  of  the  age. 

The  expenses  attending  such  a  'conference  will  be  large,  but  the 
money  needed  has  been  cheerfully  given,  and  the  work  of  prepar- 
ation is  now  vigorously  pushed  forward  by  competent  committees. 

A  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the  National  capital  in  the  course 
of  the  present  month,  from  which,  it  is  expected,  the  enterprise 
will  receive  a  new  impetus. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  have  tendered  to  the 
Alliance  the  use  of  their  spacious  Hall  for  the  Sessions  of  the 
Conference,  and  the  offer  has  been  gratefully  accepted. 

The  daily  prayer  meetings  held  during  the  week  of  prayer 
under  the  direction  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  also  assemble, 
by  invitation  of  the  Association,  in  the  same  Hall. 


§* 
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Canvassing  the  pacific  railroad. — The  Biblo  canvasser 
of  the  Pacific  Railroad,  sent  out  by  the  American  Biblo  Society 
started  from  Sacramento  about  a  year  ago  and  had  at  last  accounts 
reached  Salt  Lake  City.  The  spiritual  destitution  of  the  young 
towns  growing  up  along  this  line  of  travel  is  very  great.  "  At  Cis- 
co," he  says  in  his  letter  to  the  Bible  Record,  "  1  preached  twice  to 
good  audiences,  some  of  whom  had  not  heard  a  sermon  for  seven 
years.  $8  00  were  contributed  to  the  Bible  cause.  *  *  *  Between 
Wadsworth  and  Promontory,  a  distance  of  500  miles,  there  are 
only  two  places  where  there  is  preaching. 

A  DKN  OF  THIEVES. 

-  The  town  of  Promontory  is  possessed  by  gamblers.  These 
report  that  they  have  made  $90,000  out  of  passengers  since 
the  opening  of  the  railroad  ,  and  no  doubt  the  boast  is 
true.  They  tried  their  arts  on  me  in  spite  of  my  clerical  look.  I 
have  heard  of  many  young  men  who  are  out  on  their  first  trip,  los- 
ing their  all  here.  For  its  size  and  age  it  excels  New  York  city  in 
*  artful  dodges'  to  trap  the  unwary." 

The  work  of  Bible  distribution  was  carried  on  along  the  road 
with  considerable  success.  In  some  places  good  fruit  of  labor,  pre- 
viously bestowed,  was  found.  In  Truckee,  near  Cisco,  first  visited 
last  Spring,  a  new  church  building  has  been  put  up  and  dedicated. 
Bible  at  Work  by  Itself.— In  half  a  score  of  languages,  the 
Bibles  printed  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Society  are  making 
their  way  from  Constantinople  to  people  hitherto  unevangelized. 
They  often  accomplish  their  mission  with  out  the  aid  of  a  human 
interpreter.  "  A  poor  villager,"  says  the  reporter  of  the  above- 
named  Society,  "obtained  a  Testament,  carried  it  home  to  the 
mountains,  and.  reading  it,  found  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and 
became  a  happy  Christian,  without  any  instruction  or  influence 
except  that  which  was  derived  from  his  Testament.  A  good 
work  being  thus  started  in  his  village,  several  others  were  con- 
verted, and  that  place  has  become  a  green  spot  in  the  field  of  the 
'Western  Turkish  Mission." 


tort  gotktitt. 


HEW  WORK  ON  THE  PACIFIC  SLOPE. 

Rev.  G.  L.  Shearer,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  American  Tract 
Society,  in  this  city,  and  Uncle  John  Vassar.one  of  its  colporteurs, 
have  devoted  the  past  five  months  to  organizing  an  agency  of  the 
Society  on  the.  Pacific  Coast.  A  depository  has  been  opened  in 
San  Francisco,  four  colporteurs  have  been  engaged,  of  whom  one 
is  a  Chinaman ;  steps  have  been  taken  for  the  employment  of 
others,  and  the  earnest  cooperation  of  the  most  of  the  evangeli- 
cal churches  of  that  section  of  the  country  has  been  enlisted  in 
the  movement. 

The  following  statistics,  collected  by  Mr.  Shearer,  describe  the 
condition  of  the  region  where  the  work  has  been  begun : — 

"  While  the  average  evangelical  church  membership  of  this 
country  is  seventeen  per  cent.,  that  of  the  Pacific  States  and  Ter- 
ritories is  only  three  and  a  half  per  cent ;  and  outside  of  a  few  of 
the  principal  cities,  it  is  only  two  per  cent.  In  one  village  of 
1,500  inhabitants,  the  evangelical  church  members  number  one 
man  and  about  twenty  women. 

"It  is  almost  impossible  to  sustain  churches  in 'the  mining 
towns  or '  camps,'  as  they  are  usually  termed'.  The  rapid  changes 
of  the  population  disintegrates  church  organizations,  and  leaves 
the  houses  of  worship  deserted. 

AMONG  THE  CHINESE. 

"  Of  the  80,000  Chinamen  in  this  country,  scarcely  a  thousand 
are  under  instruction  in  Sabbath  or  night  schools.  Some,  how- 
ever, are  taught  in  the  families  where  they  labor.  They  are, 
generally,  more  willing  to  be  taught  than  Americans  are  to  teach 
them. 

"  The  American  Tract  Society  have  recently  commissioned  a 
converted  Chinaman  to  labor  among  his  own  people  in  California, 
and,  through  him,  it  is  circulating  books  and  tracts  from  the 
mission  press  at  Shanghai.  Associated  with  him  is  an  American 
colporteur,  the  one  gathering  the  scholars,  and  the  other  enlist- 
ing the  teachers  in  the  evangelization  of  these  pagan  strangers." 


£ uttdajj  Jftfwfl  ^Ittfott. 

Sketch  of  the  Work.— This  Society,  nearly  half  a  century 
old,  with  its  headquarters  and  large  publishing  house  in  Phila- 
delphia, has  its  chief  branch  in  this  city.  Its  book  and  mission- 
ary departments  are  distinct — the  former  being  a  valuable  aux- 
iliary of  the  latter,  which  employs  about  75  missionaries  in  23 
States.  Their  work  is  to  plant  Sunday  schools,  and  nurse  them 
into  serf-supporting  nuclei  of  churches. 

Healing  the  Breach. — In  work  for  children  at  the  South, 
men  of  opposite  religious  and  political  sentiments  are  beginning 
to  harmonize.  Gen.  F.  M.  Cockerell,  of  Missouri,  a  confederate 
officer  in  the  war,  is  Superintendent  of  tne  Presbyterian  church 
of  Warrensburg,  and  his  assistant  is  Col.  Okttenden,  who  fought 
for  the  Union. 

A  Wonderful  Change. — In  a  forsaken,  besotted  community 
of  East  Tennessee,  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  a  missionary  started 
a  Sunday  school.  It  began  in  an  old  shop  with  five  scholars ;  it 
now  overflows  a  comfortable  house,  built  for  its  use,  having  in- 
creased more  than  three-fold.  Preaching  services  and  a  revival 
have  resulted  in  sixty  hopeful  conversions.  One  year  ago  there 
was  not  a  praying  family  in  the  community ;  now  there  are  thirty 
family  altars,  and  the  whole  aspect  of  society  is  changed. 

The  Poor  Whites. — The  ambition  to  learn  shown  by  the 
freedmen  has  stirred  the  poor  whites  of  the  South  to  emulation. 
Their  growing  eagerness  for  instruction  is  a  very  encouraging 
sign  of  the  times.  In  Enoxville,  Tenn.,  a  mission  school  lately 
started  has  become  overcrowded  with  this  class  of  poor  whites. 
A  Christian  lady, known  as  Miss  Sue,  isthe  most  efficient  laborer 
in  this  enterprise,  which  promises  soon  to  become  an  independent 
church. 
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MONTHLY  SUMMARY. 


AT  HOME. 

Condition  OF  THB  Nation. — The  Cabine*  and  other  Govern- 
meat  officers  have  submitted  their  annual  reports  to  the  Presi- 
dent. Of  them  all,  that  which  contains  the  "  vital"  statistics 
concerning  the  state  of  the  country — its  growth,  industries,  habits 
of,  trade  and  economy — is  the  document  of  Mr.  Wells,  Special 
Commissioner  of  Revenue,  lie  tells  us  that  our  population  num- 
bers about  89,000,000 ;  that  it  increases  at  the  rate  of  1,100,000 
par  annum;  that  our  combined  property  is  worth  $28,400,000,000 ; 
that  the  revenue  exceeds  expenditures  by  $50,000,000  a  yenr,  and 
that  the  Southern  States  are  recovering  from  the  effects  of  the 
war  with  steady  progress.  All  this  is  gratifying.  But  the  state 
of  trade  and  agriculture  is  not  satisfactory.  Large  numbers  are 
giving  up  productive  pursuits  for  business  and  speculation.  Our 
increase  of  wealth,  Mr.  Wells  considers,  is  due  to  our  great  na- 
tural resources,  rather  than  to  the  observance  of  the  true  laws  of 
economy  in  bur  commercial  and  social  habits.  He  recom  tends 
material  changes  in  the  tariff,  by  which  he  believes  the  levenue 
could  be  increased.  The  national  debt,  on  the  18th  of  December, 
was  $3,458,659,785  28,  having  been  reduced  $71,903,747  since  the 
1st  of  March.  In  the  Post  Office  Department  the  excess  of  ex- 
penditures over  receipts,  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1869,  was 
$5,393,671  88.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  reports  7,666,151 
acres  of  land  disposed,  of  and  a  payment  of  pensions  amounting  to 
$28,422,844. 

Thb  Government. — The  Second  Session  of  the  Forty-first  Con- 
gress opened  December  6th,  when  President  Grant's  first  regular 
Message  was  read,  a  simple  terse  and  business  like  state  paper. 
The  House  of  Representatives  have  paseed  a  resolution  with  but 
one  dissenting  voice,  that  any  attempt  to  repudiate  the  public  debt 
would  be  "  unworthy  the  good  name  of  this  people  ".  The  man- 
ner of  taking  the  census  of  1870  has  been  agreed  upon  by  both 
Houses.  A  distinct  corps  of  men  will  conduct  it  and  every  item 
of  valuable  information  is  to  be  recorded.  Georgia  has  been  pro- 
nounced unreconstructed,  and  is  again  under  a  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment. Virginia's  representation  has  not  as  yet  been  admitted 
to  Congress,  although  the  state  claims  that  it  has  complied  with 
the  Reconstruction  Aits.  In  the  Senate  the  lamented  Fessenden 
has  been  eulogized  both  by  friends  and  opponents.  Both  Houses 
are  now  enjoying  a  recess  until  January  10th. 

Mining  Calamity. — Pennsylvania  is  earning  something  of 
Great  Britain's  melancholy  reputation  for  colliery  disasters.  Close 
upon  the  A vomdale  calamity,  comes  another,  in  which  ten  persons, 
two  entire  families  were  buried  in  the  earth,  in  their  own  house, 
by  the  sudden  caving  of  a  mine  underneath  them.  This  accident 
occurred  on  the  18th  of  December^n  the  village  of  Stock ton.where 
it  very  naturally  created  great  excitement  and  alarm.  Familes 
moved  away  from  the  vicinity  of  the  mine,  fearing  a  still  further 
falling  in  of  the  earth.  The  colliers  had  worked  too  near  the 
surface  of  the  ground  undca  the  houses  ;  hence  the  sad  result. 

A  Wab  fob  Independence. — Trouble  is  brewing  in  the  North- 
west Territory.  The  people  in  the  Red  River  territory,  and  in 
Rupert's  Land,  who  hitherto  have  been  under  the  government  of 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  have  made  an  attempt  to  gain  their 
independence.  That  Company  having  sold  its  charter  to  Canada, 
tliese  settlers  do  not  propose  to  submit  to  Canadian  rule.  They 
claim  that  the  withdrawal  of  their  former  rulers  leave  them  free, 
and,  acting  on  that  theory,  they  have  established  a  Provisional 
Government,  and  are  determined  to  resist  any  attempts  of  the 
Dominion  to  control  them.  These  Rupert-Landers  number  twenty 
thousand  persons,  and  inhabit  a  rich  fur  territory. 

Abut  and  Navy  Items. — The  army  of  the  United  States  now 
numbers  29,700  men,  all  of  whom  are  on  duty,  either  in  the  Indi- 
an territory,  or  on  coast  fortifications.  Our  soldiers  are  armed 
with  breach-loaders  not  surpassed  by  the  famous  needle  gun  or 
,  Cbassepot  rifle.  The  *•  peace  establishment "  of  the  navy  is  200 
vessels,  which  Secretary  Robeson  thinks  can  be  reduced  by  20 ; 


at  the  same  time  he  recommends  a  regnforcement  of  50  iron  and 
armor-plated  gunboats  and  monitors.  There  are  8,000  seamen  in 
the  service. 

The  Tract  Society  have  opened  a  new  and  attractive  up-town 
store  in  the  building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
of  this  city,  which  has  (riven  a  fresh  impetus  to  the  sale  of  their 
publications.  To  all  the  members  of  our  Associations  through- 
out  the  country  this  Society  offers  its  books  and  tracts  at  half 
catalogue  prices,  and  we  understand  that  a  number  of  fresh  and 
stirring  books,  specially  adapted  for  our  purposes,  are  soon  to  be. 
issued. 

New  Circuit  Judges. — The  following  are  the  names  of  the  new 
Circuit  Judges  appointed  by  the  President :  First  Circuit,  Geo,  P 
Shepley,  of  Maine ;  Second,  Judge  Lewis  B.  Woodruff,  of  New 
York ;  Third,  William  McKennan,  Esq.,  of  Washington,  Penn.; 
Fourth*  George  H.  Pearie,  of  Maryland ;  Fifth.  William  B.  Woods, 
Esq.,  of  Alabama ;  Sixth,  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Yeaman,  of  Kentucky ;  Sev- 
enth, Hon.  Thomas  Drummond,  of  Illinois ;  Eighth,  John  F.  Dil- 
lon, of  Iowa ,  Ninth,  Hon.  Lorenzo  Sawyer,  of  California.  All  but 
Pearre  and  Sawyer,  have  been  confined  by  the  Senate. 

Southern  Manufactures. — The  rapid  growth  .of  the  South 
in  manufacturers  is  indicated  by  the  following  item : 

Petersburg,  Vs.,  has  six  large  cotton  factories,  nearly  twenty 
tobacco  factories,  two  or  three  large  flour  and  grist  mills,  three 
large  distilleries,  and  several  rectifying  establishments,  together 
with  several  smaller  manufacturing  establishments. 

The  Spanish  Gunboats.— This  fleet  of  thirty  light  draft 
vessels,  each  carrying  one  gun,  a  hundred  pounder,  has  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Cuba.  The  boats  were  built  at  the  Delama- 
ter  Iron  Works  in  this  city  for  the  Spanish  government  and  are 
designed  for  service  in  Cuban  waters  against  the  insurgents. 

The  Government  works  at  Harper's  Ferry,  were  sold  on  Tues- 
day November  80th,  at  auction.  For  the  Musket  factory  $176,- 
000  was  received,  and  for  the  rifle  factory  80,000,  the  sale  includes 
the  buildings,  grounds,  and  the  magnificent  water  powers  attached 
to  them. 

During  1870  there  will  be  six  eclipses — four  of  the  sun  and 
two  of  the  moon.  All  of  them  will  be  invisible  in  the  United 
States.  The  next  eclipse/visible  in  this  latitude,  will  be  a  partial 
one  of  the  moon  on  Jan.  6, 1871. 

By  the  new  postal  arrangement  between  France  and  the  U.  S , 
letters  sent  direct  of  10  grammes  weight  require  prepayment  of  69 
centimes  (or  6  sous  or  cents);  sent  via  England,  70  centimes.  In- 
sufficient prepayment  renders  the  postage  null. 

A  large  chandelier  in  the  upper  hall  of  the  building  of  the 
Philadelphia  Commercial  Exchange  Association,  the'7th  of  Decem- 
ber, fell  down,  allowing  an  immense  rush  of  gas,  which  ignited, 
and  in  a  few  seconds  the  whole  structure  was  in  flames.  The 
building  cost  $250,000  and  was  insured  for  $100,0000. 

college  items. 

The  new  gymnasium  of  Princeton  College  is  completed.  It  may 
be  remembered  that  Messrs.  Bonner  and  Marquand  of  New  York 
contributed  each  $10,000  towards  its  erection.  The  building  is  of 
stone,  and  fitted  inside  with  oilod  and  polished  pine.  It  is  to  be 
formally  opened  about  the  middle  of  January  with  appropriate 
speaking  and  gymnastic  exercises. 

President  Woolsey  and  the  Fellows  of  Yale  College  have  ap- 
pointed a  council  of  seven  persons  to  see  what  can  be  done  toward 
obtaining  further  aid  for  the  Yale  Scientific  School.  Governor 
Jewell,  ex-Governors  Hawley  and  English,  and  ex-Lieutenant- 
Governor  Winchester  are  membeis  of  the  council. 

Charles  French  a  young  man  from  New  Haven  and  a  member  of 
the  Sophomore  class  of  Yale  College,  was  drowned  on  Friday  last 
while  skating  on  Whitneyville  pond. 

The  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  West  Point  Military  Academy 
propose  a  higher  standard  of  admission  and  a  general  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  institution  on  a  larger  scale. 
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FOREIGN. 

Two  Seas  United. — Not  far  from  the  wonderful  pyramids, 
modern  enterprise  and  engineering  science  have  built  a  work 
equally  wonderful — the  Suez  Canal.  Begun  in  1859  by  a  French- 
man, M.  DeLesseps,  it  was  completed  by  the  energy  of  the  same 
man  in  1860.  By  the  opening  o.f  this  canal,  the  navigable  dis- 
tance between  Constantinople  and  Bombay  has  been  decreased 
12,000  miles ;  New  York  is  brought  9,000  nautical  miles  nearer 
ladia,  while  the  path  of  Vessels  sailing  from  British  ports  to  the 
Indian  Ocean  is  still  more  abbreviated.  The  canal  is  100  miles 
long,  36  feet  deep,  and  with  a  bottom  216  feet  wide.  It  has  cost 
about  $100,000,000  gold.  The  thoroughfare  was  opened  to  com- 
mence in  the  middle  of  November,  1869,  with  magnificent  cere- 
monies—the Empress  of  France,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
Prince  of  Prussia,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Holland,  Viceroy  of 
Egypt,  and  many  other  dignitaries  being  present.  On  the  18th 
inst.,  after  religious  services  and  a  blessing  on  the  great  canal  by 
Pere  Bauer,  a  fleet  of  forty-five  vessels,  containing  visitors  and 
spectators,  smarted  from  Said  for  Suez.  The  Airjle,  with  the 
French  Empress,  led  this  marine  possession,  which  safely  reached 
Suez  on  the  20th. 

Opening  of  the  Pope's  Council. — The  Ecumenical  Council 
was  opened  with  imposing  ceremonies  at  Rome,  on  December  9th. 
The  bishops,  seven  hundred  in  number,  with  the  Pope  at  their 
head,  passed  in  procession  along  the  streets  and  entered  the  coun- 
cil chamber  amid  the  thundering  of  cannon  and  ringing  of  bells. 
immense  crowds  witnessed  the  extraordinary  sight.  On  the 
second  day  the  Pope  addreseel  the  assembled  bishops  express- 
ing his  gratification  at  seeing  so  many  present.  He  declared  that 
impiety  and  false  human  science  were  never  so  bold  as  to  day, 
but  the  Church  had  nothing  to  fear  as  she  was  stronger  than  ever. 
The  Holy  Father  concluded  with  the  invocation  to  the  Holy  Spirit, 


the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  Saints  Peter  and  Paul.  There  were  65  car- 
dinals, 11  patriarchs,  927  archbishops.bishops.and  abbots,23  mitred 
abbots,  and  29  generals  of  religiious  orders,  entitled  to  attend  the 
Council,  which  has  adjourned  to  Jan  6th. 

The  Funeral  Fleet. — The  American  and  British  Govern- 
ments have  united  in  paying  an  unusual  and  fitting  honor  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  George  Peabody.  By  order  of  Queen  Vic- 
toria, her  Majesty's  ship  Monarch  is  now  conveying  the  remains 
of  the  great  American  philanthropist  across  the  ocean  to  his 
native  land,  while  the  United  States  ship  Plymouth  accompanies 
the  Monarch  as  her  consort.  Minister  Motley  formally  committed 
the  coffin  with  its  precious  burden  to  the  care  of  the  captain  of 
the  British  vessel  just  before  the  fleet  sailed  from  Portsmouth. 
It  is  expected  that  the  Monarch  and  Plymouth  will  arrive  at  Port- 
land, Me.,  about  the  5th  of  January. 

The  Emperor's  Speech  Falls  Flat. — At  the  opening  of  the 
French  Chambers,  the  Emperor,  in  his  speech,  promises  a  large 
number  of  reforms,  but  clings  tenaciously  to  the  Caesarian  prin- 
ciple of  persona?  government,  which  is  growing  more  and  more 
distasteful  to  the  French  people.  He  has  yielded  enough  to  give 
them  hope  that,  if  they  persist,  more  will  be  granted.  The  op- 
position in  the  Chambers  is,  therefore,  more  determined,  as  well 
as  stronger,  than  it  has  ever  been  before. 

By  a  new  Postal  Convention,  the  ocean  postage  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  is  reduced  to  six  cents,  if  paid 
in  advance,  with  a  fine  of  six  cents,  added  for  non-prepayment, 
the  arrangement  to  take  effect  Jan.  1, 1870. 

The  great  African  traveller,  Livingstone,  seems  to  be  safe.  The 
Duke  of  Argyle,  Nov.  23d,  received  a  telegram  from  the  Gover- 
nor of  Bombay,  containing  the  information  that  he  (the  Gover- 
nor) had  just  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Livingstone  himself,  dated 
Ujiji,  May  13, 1869.    Dr.  L  was  in  good  health  and  spirits. 
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NEW  BUILDING  OF  THE  WASHINGTON  CITY  YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION 


We  present  our  readers  iu  this  issue,  a  picture  of  the  magiiif- 
cent  building  recently  dedicated  to  the  Association  work  in  the 
National  Capital.  The  above  illustration  appeared  last  May  in 
Jlarper'i  Weekly. 

The  building  is  situated  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Ninth 
and  D  Streets,  covering  an  area  of  11,000  square  feet,  and  lias 
cost  nearly  $200,000.  The  lower  floor  contains  stores,  all  of 
which  have  been  rented  except  one,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
convert  into  a  large  prayer  meeting  room,  as  the  one  now  occu- 
pied for  that  purpose  proves  inadequate.  The  second  floor  con- 
tains the  "  Lincoln  Hall  "  capable  of  seating  very  comfortably 
thirteen  hundred  people.  This  capacity  can  readily  be  in- 
creased, if  desirable.  It  is  furnished  with  elegant  opera  chairs, 
arranged  iu  segments  rising  in  front  of  the  stage  one  above  the 


other.  On  account  of  this  arrangement  the  stage  is  in  plain  view 
from  all  parts  of  the  house  and  distant  from  no  portion  of  it. 
The  walls  and  ceiling  arc  beautifully  frescoed  in  the  renaUtance 
style,  in  harmony  with  the  architecture  of  the  building.  The 
principal  features  of  the  ceiling  are  representations  of  Religion, 
Art  and  Science. 

There  arc  also  on  the  second  floor,  a  spacious  reading-room 
and  library,  fitted  up  with  alcoves  for  the  books  ;  parlor  and 
conversation  room ;  office,  gymnasium,  bath  and  dressing  rooms, 
committee  rooms  etc. ;  and  above  the  Hall  rooms  suitable  for 
studios  and  lodging  rooms  ,ctc. 

The  entire  building  is  thrown  open  as  a  home  for  young  men 
whether  members  of  the  Association  or  not,  and  all  arc  cordially 
invited  to  take  advantage  of  its  privileges. 

( Continued  on  page  as.) 
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LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 

By  Mbs.  E.  Prentiss. 
AutXtr  of'JtYtd,  Maria  and  I,"  "Supping  Bememeari,"  Ac,  tie. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  In  the  year  1870,  bjr  the  Ex.  Cox.  of  the' 

T.  M.  C.  AMociatloni  or  the  V.  S.  end  British  Province*,  In  the  Clerk's 

Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

CHAPTER   I. 

"  Well,  Horace ! " 

"  Well,  Aunt  Jane  1 " 

"  I  thought  you  were  dead  and  buried !  " 

"  And  I  hoped  you  were  1 " 

"  On  the  whole,  I  am  glad  you  are  alive  and  well,  for  I  am 
finishing  off  a  piece  of  work  in  the  greatest  haste  possible,  and 
want  sombody  to  thread  my  needles." 

"I  shan't  thread  a  single  one;  I  want  you  to  talk,  and  you 
can't  talk  when  you  are  at  work.  Bes'des,  I  came  to  get  rested, 
and  it  tires  me  to  see  you  sewing.  Why  will  women  always 
persist  in  going  about  armed  with  work-baskets  ?  " 

"  Why  will  men  persist  in  wearing  out  their  clothes  ?  Come 
take  this  seat  and  give  an  account  of  yourself" 

The  speakers  were  a  little  old  lady,  with  bright  eyes,  and  a 
tall  young  man  with  a  pair  of  good  humored  blue  ones.  She 
was  not  really  his  aunt,  but  only  an  intimate  friend,  who  chose 
to  be  called  "  Aunt  Jane,"  and  so  Aunt  Jane  she  was. 

Horace  seated  himself  and  neither  spoke  for  several  minutes. 
At  last  he  said : 

"  Upon  my  word,  you  are  treating  me  very  shabbily,  Aunt 
Jane.  I  have  come  all  the  way  up  here  in  this  terrible  storm  to 
hear  you  talk,  and  there  you  sit,  as  silent  as  the  grave." 

"  I  really  think  that  among  all  the  people  I  know  you  arc 
the  greatest  hypocrite,"  was  the  reply.  "  You  came  because 
you  knew  that  you  should  probably  find  me  at  home  this  stormy 
night,  and  should  get  a  good  chance  to  talk  yourself" 

Horace  laughed. 

"  Very  well.  Since  you  have  the  faculty  of  reading  a  man's 
motives,  suppose  you  go  on  and  read  out  my  thoughts  for  me. 
What  did  I  come  to  say  ?  " 

"Something  ridiculous  no  doubt,  or  you  would  have  un- 
burdened yourself  sooner." 

"You  are  too  bad,  Aunt  Jane.  If  I  had  not  given  my  solemn 
promise  to  tell  you  all  about  it,  I  would  not  utter  another  word. 
However,  to  be  out  with  it  once  for  all — I'm  in  love !  " 

"  Pshaw ;  you  know  better." 

"  Indeed,  I  did  not  do  it  on  purpose "  pursued  the  young 
man.    "  But  I  met  with  such  a  glorious  creature — " 

"  I  hate  glorious  creatures  I " 

"But  I  admire  them.    Just  let  mo  tell  you  " — 

"  First  of  all  tell  me  one  thing.  Is  this  glorious  creature  in 
love  with  you  ?  " 

"  Why  no,  not  exactly.  That  is  to  say  I've  never  asked  her. 
But  she  treats  me  with  great  consideration." 

"  I  should  hope  so." 

"  Aunt  Jane,  if  you  had'nt  such  a  knack  at  making  a  fellow 
love  and  admire  you,  I-should  almost  hate  you." 

"  I  thought  glorious  creatures  were  your  ideal,  and  I  am  not 
glorious,  by  any  means.  My  dear  boy,  if  I  supposed  you  were 
really  in  earnest  in  this  thing,  that  your  heart  was  really 
touched  by  it,  I  could  become  tender  and  motherly  in  an 
instant    You  know  that." 

"  Yes,  I  do,"  he  said,  catching  warmly  in  both  his,  the  hand 
she  held  out  to  him,  "Well,  I  am  in  earnest,  I  am  fairly 
caught  at  last"  . 

"  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  it,"  she  said  seriously.  "  For  of 
course  you  cannot  afford  to  marry  this  young  lady." 

"  No,  nor  any  yotfng  lady,"  he  returned,  gloomily. 


"  Don't  be  vexed  with  me  if  I  deny  that  It  is  true  that 
you  cannot  afford  to  take  a  glorious  creature  to  wife ;  but  why 
not  content  yourself  with  one  that  is'nt  glorious :  a  dear  little 
bit  of  flesh  and  blood,  who  would  not  be  above  keeping  your 
accounts,  mending  your  stockings  and  the  like  ?  You  need'nt 
shake  your  head." 

"  I  am  not  shaking  it  But  you  seem  to  have  forgotten  that 
our  last  quarrel  was  on  this  very  point.  You  upbraided  me 
for  not  marrying,  and  I  told  you  I  could't  afford  it" 

"  Our  last  quarrel,'*  she  said,  musingly.  "  We've  had  so 
many  that  I  really  don't  remember  where  it  ranks.  But  I  should 
have  said  that  our  last  little  tiff  was  on  the  subject  of  cigars." 

"  They  came  in  for  their  share  of  abuse,  as  they  always  do," 
he  returned. 

"  Well  to  go  bock  to  your  new  flame  " — 

"  My  first  flame,  you  mean." 

"  I  mean  just  what  I  say.  Who  talked  to  mc  of  Anna  Perrit 
by  the  hour  together  ?    Who  " — 

"  That  was  the  merest  fancy.  Of  course  I  don't  deny  my 
fancies.    All  young  men  have  them." 

"  And  who  carried  a  photograph  of  •  Grace  Haned  in  his 
pocket  for  six  months ;  a  stolen  one  at  that  ? " 

"  It  was  a  mean  thing  to  rob  your  album,  Aunt  Jane,  but  she 
was  such  a  pretty  creature,  and  " — 

"  And  such  a  flirt ;  yes,  I  remember ;  and  then  there  was  that 
affair  with  Juliet  Moore  " — 

"Really,  Aunt  Jane,  you  have  the  most  inconvenient  memory  1*' 
cried  Horace,  moving  uncomfortably  in  his  chair.  "  To  hear 
you  talk,  one  would  fancy  mc  a  most  fickle  as  well  as  a  most 
susceptible  youth.  What  is  a  man  to  do  ?  Is  he  to  associate 
with  old  ladies  only  f  I  don't  know  a  fellow  who  gallants  girls 
about  as  little  as  I  do.  But  if  you  had  no  home  but  a  board- 
ing-house, and  were  welcomed  by  half  a  dozen  pleasant  fami- 
lies, I  have  no  doubt  you  would  spend  some  of  your  evenings 
in  a  little  harmless  chat  with  the  young  ladies  there." 

"  If  you  would  once  come  out,  fair  and  square,  and  own  that 
you  are  a  regular  flirt,  quite  as  accomplished  in  that  line  as  any 
girl  of  our  acquaintance,  I  could  get  on  with  you.  But  you 
beat  about  the  bush,  and  skulk  behind  trees,  so  that  one  never 
gets  a  fair  shot  at  you." 

"  I  don't  know  about  the  fair  shots,  but  I  do  know  I've  re- 
ceived a  good  many  unfair  ones.  As  to  yourself,  you  never 
lose  a  chance.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  owned  up  about  Miss  " — 

"Well,  Miss  who!" 

"  I  can't  tell  her  name." 

"  Then  you'll  break  your  solemn  promise.  But  that  won't 
surprise  me." 

"  You'll  only  laugh  at  me  when  I  tell  you  who  it  is.  Do 
you  know  Mr.  Fitzsimmons  of  the  Fifth  Avenue  ?  " 

"Now  Horace  Wheeler,  you  don't  pretend  to  say  that  you 
are  carried  away  with  that  hollow,  heartless  creature ! " 

"  With  Mr.  Fitzsimmons  t    No,  not  exactly." 

"  Don't  joke  about  so  serious  a  matter.  So,  it  is  Miss  Shoddy 
after  all,  to  whom  you  have  given  your  heart ! " 

"  I  wish  I  hated  you  Aunt  Jane !  I  came  to  get  a  motherly 
word  of  counsel,  or  of  sympathy  at  least,  and  you  do  nothing 
but  mock  me.     Good  night;  I'm  off." 

"You  dear,  foolish  boy,  you  shall  do  no  such  thing!"  she 
cried.  "You  hav'nt  in  all  the  world  a  better  friend  than  I  am. 
I  love  you  as  if  you  were  my  own,  my  very  own  son.  Sit 
down  and  let  us  talk  this  over." 

Yes,  she  did  love  him,  and  he  knew  it.  She  had  befriended 
him  when  he  came  tojthis  great  city  years  before ;  had  opened 
her  home  and  heart  to  him ;  had  scolded,  petted,  laughed  at, 
borne  with-  him  as  no  one  else  bad  done,  since  his  mother, 


Digitized  by  vj 


oogle 


1870.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


27 


her  dearest  friend,  had  left  him  alone  in  the  world.  And 
though,  in  some  moods,  she  provoked  him,  and  hunted  all 
his  little  bad  habits  unto  death,  he  loved  her  with  almost 
filial  affection. 

"  You  women  are  all  alike,"  he  said,  subsiding  into  his  seat 
again.  "You  banter,  and  hector,  and  badger  us  till  we  are 
angry  with  you,  and  then  you  magically  entice  us  back  into 
your  hearts.    I  don't  know  how  you  do  it ;  I  wish  I  did." 

"  I  can  tell  you  how  we  do  it,"  she  said,  earnestly.  "  It' is  by 
being  genuine.  There  is  no  art  or  trickery  in  a  true  woman. 
She  will  not  flatter,  she  will  not  stoop  to  humor  pet  vices, 
but  fighting  and  conquering  them  she  will  give  her  whole 
loving  heart  to  him  she  has  thus  blessed." 

Horace  looked  into  the  face  now  full  of  expression  and  of 
feeling,  with  almost  boyish  admiration. 

"  If  you  always  looked  and  talked  as  you  do  now,"  he  said, 
"  you  would  spoil  me  for  the  ordinary  run  of  girls.  I  should 
form  a  new  ideal,  and  marry  not  till  I  found  her." 

"  You  would  get  tired  of  me  if  I  were  always  on  stilts,"  she 
said,  smilingly.  "  Why  should  not  a  woman  be  like  nature, 
sometimes  spring,  sometimes  autumn,  now  summer,  now 
winter  ?  But  Horace  I  must  once  more  repeat,  at  the 
risk  of  offending  and  repelling  you,  that  you  are  on  the 
wrong  track.  Your  are  trying  to  live  in  the  world,  mingling 
in  all  its  gayeties  and  follies,  and  expecting  a  great  deal  from 
it,  but  doing  nothing  to  make  it  wiser  or  better.  You  have 
worked  your  way  into  what  you  call  good  society,  but  that  has 
made  a  great  gulf  between  yourself  and  christian  society. 
Now  just  answer  this  one  question:  How  many  really  warm 
friends  have  you  in  this  city  ? " 

"  Why,  as  to  that,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any.  But  the 
people  with  whom  I  associate  are  well-bred,  agreeable  and  re- 
fined. And  really,  Aunt  Jane,  you  can't  expect  a  young  man 
situated  as  I  am,  to  be  as  strict  as  your  are.  I  think  one  can 
be  good  without  turning  one's  back  upon  the  world." 

"  May  I  ask  you  one  more  question,  Horace  ?  Arc  you  living 
a  life  of  prayer  amid  all  the  distractions  of  the  times  ? " 

"That  is  a  question  you  have  no  right  to  ask,"  he  said, 
coloring. 

"  Perhaps  it  is,"  she  said,  gently.  "  There  was  a  time  in  my 
history  when  I  should  have  resented  such  a  question; -yet  it 
was  a.  time  when  it  would  have  been  well  for  my  soul  had 
some  loving  voice  asked  it.  The  thought  of  your  throwing  your- 
self away  on  a  mere  worldly,  fashionable  young  lady ;  you 
who  are  so  formed  for  a  sweet  christian  home,  makes  me 
shudder." 

"I  can't  imagine  bow  you  keep  up  your  interest  in  me,  while 
wc  differ  so  on  what  you  consider  vital  points." 

"  I  will  tell  you,"  she  said.  "  Had  my  boy  lived  ho  would 
be  just  your  age,  and  I  have  associated  you  with  his  memory. 
And  just  as  my  prayers  would  have  pulled  him  out  of  a  dan- 
gerous path,  so  I  believe  they  will  pull  you." 

"It  must  be  comfortable  to  have  such  [faith  in  one's  own 
prayers,"  he  said,  thoughtlessly. 
Her  eyes  filled  with  tears. 

"  It  is  not  faith  in  my  prayers,  but  faith  in  Him  who  dictates 
them,"  she  said.  "  Dear  Horace  don't  stay  away  so  long  again, 
bear  with  my  little  sermons  for  the  sake  of  my  love  to  you." 

"I  will,"  he  said,  "but  you  will  never  make  me  feel  as  you 
do." 


Horace  Wheeler  was  a  young  man  of  fair  abilities  and  some 
culture.  He  was  handsome  and  quick  witted,  and  wide  awake  ; 
a  favorite  everywhere  because  of  his  unfailing  good  humor  and 
the  comfortable  sense  of  his  owm  powers  of  pleasing,  which 


made  him  self-possessed  and  easy  under  all  circumstances.    He 
was  not  more  susceptible  than  the  ordinary  run  of  men  of  his 
age,  but  still  contrived  to  have  always  on  hand  something  bor- 
dering on  a  love  affair.    In  fact,  "  the  girls"  did  all  they  could 
to  spoil  him,  and  he  would  have  been  spoiled  but  for  Aunt  Jane, 
who  kept  a  sharp  eye  upon  him,  and  often  painted  his  portrait 
for  him  in  anything  but  flattering  colore.    And  now  Georgianna 
Fitzsimmons  had  him  in  tow,  and  was  sailing  off  with  him,  as 
well  as  with  half-a-dozen  other  bewildered  victims.    He  admired 
her  royal  beauty,  her  style,  her  faultless  mode  of  dress,  and  it 
was  a  luxury  to  spend  an  evening  with  her  in  the  richly  fur- 
nished parlors  which  offered  such  a  contrast  to  his  own  poor 
quarters.    She  played  and  sang  well,  and  was  never  at  a  loss 
for  something  to  say ;  it  did  not  occur  to  him  that  this  endless 
flow  of  small  talk  was  very  small  indeed,  nor  did  it  once  strike 
him  that  her  papa  and  mamma,  whose  house  this  was,  did  not 
dare  to  show  their  plebeian  faces  in  their  own  parlors.    Miss 
Georgiana's  idea  of  a  father,  was  of  a  man  who  spent  his  life  in 
making  money  for  her  to  spend— of  a  mother,  as  a  woman  who 
looked  after  the  servants,  ordered  good  dinners,  and  kept  out 
of  her  way  on  all  desirable  occasions.    To  be  sure,  papa  Fitz- 
simmons sometimes  grumbled  at  the  way  in  which  money  went, 
and  declared  that  he  was  a  poor  man,  arid  that  mamma  Fitzsim- 
mons often  wept,  maintaining  that  nobody  had  such  ungrateful 
children  as  hers.    But  these  little  speeches  rippled  lightly  over 
their  gay  daughter's  heart,  allowing  that  she  had  one,  and  never 
for  one  moment,  disturbed  her  peace  of  mind.     She  found  it 
quite  agreeable  to  have  lovers;  it  was  out  of  the  question  to  go 
into  society  with  such  a  figure  of  a  man  as  papa,  who,  as  she 
often  assured  him,  only  knew  enough  to  sell  calico,  and  it  was 
convenient  to  have  fine-looking  young  men  like  Horace  Wheeler 
attend  her  when  she  went  out    And  it  is  amazing  how,  under 
a  guise  of  sweet  simplicity  and  unconsciousness,  some  girls  can 
conceal  on  artifice  that  would  do  credit  to  a  veteran.    Each  of 
the  young  men  in  her  train  fancied  himself  the  favored  one ;  if 
one  of  these  poor  wretches  gave  signs  of  escaping  her  clutches, 
as  they  sometimes  did,  (for  she  took  a  catlike  pleasure  in  letting 
her  mice  run  for  the  fun  of  catching  them  again),  she  had  a 
sweet  word,  a  .captivating  smile  equal  to  the  emergency.    She 
meant  to  get  married  to  somebody,  but  not  now ;  she  wanted  to 
have  what  she  called  "a, good  time"  with  a  dozen  or  two 
young  men,  first;  meaning  by  a  good  time,  though  she  never 
quite  owned  that  to  herself,  the  "being  a  little  in  love  with  each 
and  all  in  turn,  and  having  them  each  and  all  in  love  with  her. 
And  when  they  severally  reached  that  point  they  ceased  to 
interest  her,  and  she  turned  to  new  ones.    And  this  was  the 
"  glorious  creature  "  who  had  caught  Horace ;  she  had  let  him  run 
three  or  four  times,  overtaken  and  patted  and  bewildered  and 
made  him  her  captive  again,  and  was  finding  this  a  pastime  of 
peculiar  pleasure. 

"How  long  it  is  since  you  were  here!"  with  a  reproachful, 
charming  look.  "  I  began  to  think  you  were  getting  tired  of 
me !" 

Or,  "I  saw  you  at  the  last  rehearsal,  and  you  never  gave  me 
so  much  as  a  glance." 

"Ah,  you  saw  me  then !"  with  a  gratified  throb  of  the  real 
heart  he  kept  under  his  waistcoat  "  How  very  strange !  for  I 
kept  behind  a  pillar  all  the  evening.  I  had  the  blues,  and  did 
not  want  to  be  seen." 

"  Really?  But  you  should  always  come  to  me  when  you  arc 
low-spirited,  I  feel  so  much  for  my  friends,  and  you  are  such  an 
old  friend!" 

And  this  old  friend  of  six  months  would  have  liked  to  prove 
to  her,  on  the  spot,  what  a  friend  he  was.  But  there  was  Joe 
Fisher  watching  them  both,  trying  to  carry  on  an  animated 
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covcrsation  with  the  lady  on  his  ami,  yet  to  hear  every  word 
spoken  by  these  tv.ai;;. 

Ho  must  bide  his  time,  but  he  was  making  up  his  mind  that 
in  spite  of  Aunt  Jane,  he  must,  at  least,  become  engaged  to'  his 
heroine.  They  were  both  young,  and  need  not  think  of  mar- 
riage yet ;  "Will  Jones  had  confidentially  revealed  to  hitn  that 
the  three  years  of  his  own  engagement  had  been  delightful  ones, 
and  that  Adela,  his  wife,  was  not  half ,  so  nice  now  that  they 
had  settled  down  together. 

"  She  used  to  say,"  moaned  Will,  li  that  she  adored  the  smell 
of  a  segar,  and  now  she  says  it  makes  her  sick.  And  she  often 
spoke  of  my  auburn  hair  as  so  much  to  her  taste,  but  now  sho 
calls  it  red.'' 

"  And  no  wonder,"  thought  Horace,  and  hugged  himself  for 
joy  that  his  Qcorgiana  was  one  of  the  sort  to  wear  well ;  as  un- 
like Mrs.  Jones  as  possible. 

He  neglected  all  his  friends  now ;  some  wondered  what  had 
become  of  him,  some  secretly  smiled  at  his  infatuation ;  one 
almost  rejoiced  in  it — aunt  Jane  knew  just  how  tho  whole 
thing  would  end,  and  felt  that  it  would  not  hurt  him  to  ha\c 
a  little  of  the  wind  taken  out  of  his  sails.  He  had  assumed  the 
attitude  of  a  man  who  had  only  to  choose  what  flower  to  pick, 
and  this  not  merely  becauso  he  was  so  stupid  in  natural  self- 
conceit,  but  from  the  fact  that  he  had  been  flattered  and  car- 
rcssed  into  it.  And  this  conceit  was  not  becoming  to  him  in 
her  eyes. 

Horace  had  never  laid  anything  but  flowers  on  the  shrine  of 
lib  beloved,  but  he  now  thought  it  time  to  offer  her  some  gift 
that  should  at  once  prove  his  admiration  and  his  refined,  culti- 
vated taste.  What  should  it  be  ?  He  tried  to  lie  awake  nights 
to  think  about  it,  but  unfortunately  his  perfect  health  forbade 
that,  and  he  never  knew  what  happened  after  he  laid  his  head 
on  his  pillow  until  he  awoko  next  morning.  At  last  he  be- 
thought him  of  a  ring  of  some  value,  that  had  been  his  mother's. 
He  could  put  this  ring  upon  her  finger,  and  at  the  same  time 
whisper  some  words  that  would  reveal  that  to  one  human  being 
only,  could  he  entrust  this  sacred  relic.  Gcorgiana  would 
then  shed  tears,  half  accept  and  half  refuse  it ;  he  should  then 
in  this  tentler  moment,  speak  of  his  hopeless  love — hopeless, 
becauso  of  his  poverty  and  her  position,  and  she  should  throw 
herself  in  his  arms,  declaring  that  a  cottage  with  him,  &c,  &c. 

He  went  over  this  little  programme  a  good  many  times  before 
there  was  the  least  chance  of  carrying  it  out  Georgian*  was 
so  sweetly  unconscious  that  he  was  dying  for  a  chance  to  see 
her  alone ;  she  knew  so  little  what  she  was  in  herself  and  what 
she  was  to  him,  and  let  such  very  inferior  young  men  hang  around 
her. 

This  unconscious  creature,  was  really  communing  with  her- 
self after  this  wise. 

"  I  may  as  well  let  him  propose ;  he  comc3  so  often  now  that 
people  arc  beginning  to  talk.  And  all  the  rest  are  hanging 
back,  thinking  I  like  him.  And  of  course  I  do  like  him.  He's 
so  handsome  and  dotes  on  me  so ;  but  then  I've  always  let  him 
sec  that  I  did  not  care  particularly  for  him,  at  least  he  might 
see  it  if  ho  would,  but  men  are  so  conceited."' 

And  so  it  happened,  one  evening,  that  on  being  ushered  in- 
to the  parlor  where  he  had  spent  so  many  agreeable  hours,  Hor- 
ace found  Miss  Gcorgiana  quite  alone,  and  began  to  put  his 
little  plan  into  execution.  He  had  a  sufficiently,  good  opinion 
of  himself  to  be  in  general  quite  self-possessed,  but  now  that  the 
long  coveted  hour  had  arrived  he  felt  sheepish,  and  wished  the 
thing  well  over.  She  sat  before  him  provokingly  pretty  and 
provokingly  cool,  her  hands  folded  lightly  togethet  in  her  lap, 
and  somehow  he  got  possession  of  one  of  them,  and  slipped  his 
dead  mother's  ring  upon  a  finger. 

"  What  queer,  old-fashioned  thing  have  you  picked  up,  Mr. 


Wheeler  ?  "  she  asked,  gazing  at  it  through  her  eye-glass.  "  Dcai" 
me,  I  never  saw  anything  so  very  peculiar ;  indeed  you  must 
aot  nsk  me  to  wear  it ;  it  w?"W  eet  people  talking,  you  know." 

"  It  was  my  mother's  wedding-niig,"  he  stammered,  "  ?«td  I 
hoped  that  for  her  sake,  for  my  sake  " — 

She  laughed  merrily  and  musically,  and  knew  that  she  did. 

"  But  you  know,  Mr.  Wheeler,  I  never  saw  your  mother,  and 
could'nt  lie  expected — really,"  as  the  poor  fellow  blundered  on, 
"  you  surprise  me  greatly.  You  must  see  that  I  am  fancy  free, 
that  I  have  no  preference  for  any  gentleman." 

"  But  you  have  looked,  you  have  acted,  you  have  said — "' 

"  I  hope  you  do  not  intend  to  insinuate  that  I  have  trivet  you 
any  encouragement,  Mr.  Wheeler." 

"  No,"  he  said,  a  little  angrily,  foi  her  self-postesinon  und  sua- 
vity unnerved  him,  "  I  never  deal  in  insinuations.  What  I  have 
to  say  I  say  plainly,  and  in  so  many  words.  And  I  say  you  have 
led  me  into  this  ridiculous,  mortifying  position  by  a  long  scries 
of  deliberate  and  heartless  acts." 

"  I  could  not  have  believed  you  were  so  uncharitable,"  she  re- 
turned, smiling.  "  It  is  very  disagreeable,  but  I  forgive  you, 
and  we  will  be  as  good  friends  as  ever ;  shall  we  not  ? "  She 
held  out  her  hand,  as  she  spoke,  but  he  did  not  take  it. 

'•  Heaven  have  mercy  on  the  man  that  wins  it !  "  ho  said,  and 
bowed  himself  majestically  out. 

For  once  in  her  life  she  felt  uncomfortable,  and  she  had  a 
wholo  evening  in  which  to  face  herself,  for,  expecting  a  long 
interview  with  Horace  she  had  given  orders  that  no  one  else 
should  be  admitted. 

"I  never  gave  him  the  least  encouragement,  not  the  very 
least,"  she  said  to  herself.  . "  And  how  could  he  suppose  that 
/should  look  at  him  ?  A  poor  lawyer,  whose  wife  would  have  to 
sweep  her  own  parlors,  provided  she  had  any,  which  I  do  not 
suppose  she  would.  However,  I  can't  help  it  if  men  will  make 
fools  of  themselves.  I  must  tell  Harriet  Foot  about  it ;  how  she 
will  laugh ! " 

This  thought  quite  restored  her  spirits ;  she  sent  a  servant  to 
summon  Harriet,  who  lived  next  door,  and  gave  her  a  magnified 
picture  of  the  whole  scene,  and  the  twain  made  themselves  mer- 
ry over  the  rejecting  and  the  rejected  lover,  eating  chocolate 
caramels  the  while,  in  an  insatiable  way,  quite  after  the  man- 
ner of  girls  in  general. 

Now  we  do  not  intend  to  insinuate  that  all  young  ladies  in 
what  is  called  "  good  society  "  are  thoughtless  and  heartless ; 
but  that  this  is  a  hot  bed  in  which  they  are  likely  to  thrive. 
Who  goes  home  from  a  ball,  to  kneel  down  and  pray  to  God  ? 
Who  leaves  the  theatre  with  new  longings  after  eternal  life  ? 
Who  pretends  that  going  to  the  opera  prepares  one  for  hard  self- 
denying.  Christian  work  ? 

Would  that  some  eloquent  hand  could  paint  the  contrast  be- 
tween Miss  Fitzsimmons  and  what  she  had  refused  to  give  to 
Horace,  and  what  one  earnest,  Christian  heart,  unseen  by  all 
the  world,  was  at  thaj  moment  giving  him !  For  while  the 
one  laughed,  the  other  prayed ;  and  those  prayers  were  so  many 
guardian  angels  that  prevented,  encompassed — saved  him  I 


LOVE  TO  CHRIST. 
Dear  Saviour,  if  I  love  Thee  not, 

I  know  not  what  love  means ; 
I  live  upon  Thy  smile,  I  warm, 

I  sun  me  in  its  beams ; 
And  drinking  at  Thy  fountain  sweet, 

Care  not  for  other  streams. 

But  do  I  give  a  generou*  love  ? 

Is  it  so  rich  and  free, 
That  I  can  give  no  more,  dear  .Lord, 

No  more  1»  asked  of  me  1 
Is  my  heart  really  filled  as  full 

As  human  heart  can  be  ? 

Nay,  if  it  lie,  yet  fill  it,  Lord, 
With  more  than  it  can  hold ; 

Give  me  that  I  may  give,  until 
My  loving  arms  enfold 

Not  Thee  alone,  but  Thy  whole  world, 
In  myriads  untold ! 
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MANLINESS. 
C.  R.  Agnew,  M.  D. 

I»  the  new  building  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  New  York,  a  com- 
modious  gymnasium,  with  baths,  has  been  provided  and  placed 
"under  the  control  of  a  competent  professional  gymnast.  A  vis- 
it to  the  hall  any  week  day  evening  will  show  a  large  gather- 
ing of  young  men  drawn  from  the  class  of  clerks  engaged  in  such 
exercises  as  have  been  devised  to  bring  into  play  the  muscu- 
lar system  and  induce  physical  developement.  The  existence 
of  such  provisions  naturally  suggests  a  brief  consideration  of  the 
duty  imposed  upon  all  young  men  to  study  the  laws  of  health  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  care  of  their  bodies.  Among  the  Greeks  great  at- 
tention was  paid  to  tho  cultivation  of  the  physical  powers  of  the 
young  of  both  sexes,  and  the  models  thus  prepared  for  the  nat- 
ional sculptors  have  not  been  equaled  by  any  results  reached 
in  physical  culture  in  our  day.  There  is  a  tendency  under  a  sys- 
tem which  provides  for  the  culture  of  tho  physical  powers  of 
the  body  only,  to  stop  short  of  reaching  a  state  of  things  which 
will  develop  the  young  man  symmetrically.  It  will  not  do  to 
seek  for  health  in  muscular  development  only.  Our  Chris- 
tian civilization  demands  a  higher  and  better  result  than  simple 
accumulation  of  muscular  force  and  agility.  We  aim  at 
a  result  which  shall  give  a  young  man  a  sound  mind  in  a 
Bound  body.  "We  must  endeavor  to  fill  every  young  man  in  our 
membership,  throughout  tho  land,  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsi- 
bility for  the  care  of  his  body,  to  make  him  scrutinize  his  entire 
conduct  in  tho  light  of  God's  word,  and  the  experience  of  good 
men,  so  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  give  up  all  habits  that  weak- 
en or  dwarf  his  powers,  and  form  only  those  that  will  strengthen 
and  harmonize  his  faculties,  and  give  him  a  noble  Christian 
manliness.  The  question,  what  will  do  me  harm,  should  yield 
to  the  paramount  one  what  will  do  me  good.-  -What  shall  I  eat 
and  drink  and  what  shall  I>  wear,  where  shall  I  live,  how  much 
shall  I  sleep,  and  what  shall  I  do  daily,  that  I  may  bring  into 
full  harmonious,  continuous  play  all  the  powers  that  God  has 
given  me  ?  A  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  culture  of  true 
manliness,  is  an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  young  men  to  estimate 
the  ultimate  effect  of  habits  of  life.  Almost  all  young  men  be- 
tween the  age  of  fifteen  and  thirty-five  seem  to  be  forgetful  of 
the  debts  they  are  accumulating  against  their  future  health  by 
bad  habits.  And  here  let  me  remind  the  reader  that  habits 
may  be  bad  and  injurious  even  if  they  do  not  include 
the  practice  of  any  of  the  grosser  forms  of  bad  living  In 
sufficient  out  door  life,  unseasonable  clothing,  the  free  use  of 
tobacco,  the  daily  or  even  occasional  use  of  alcoholic  beverages, 
the  indulgence  of  impure  thoughts,  the  failure  to  nourish  the 
brain  by  engaging  it  upon  such  things  as  tend  to  lift  the 
thoughts  above  that  which  is  low,  indicate,  but  by  uo  means 
exhaust,  the  list  of  bad  habits  to  bo  avoided.  Young  men  often 
inherit  a  stock  of  good  health  as  they  sometimes  get  wealth, 
from  their  ancestors,  and  proceed  to  spend  it  as  though  it  were 
inexhaustible.  This  prodigality  may,-  in  the  case  of  money,  seem 
not  to  be  ruinous  so  long  as  the  spendthrift  possesses  youth 
and  an  industrial  power,  which,  may  at  any  moment  be  turned 
to  account  to  supply  deficiencies.  But  let  such  a  young 
man  go  on  in  his  career  of  prodigal  expenditure  until  his  in- 
dustrial force  has  been  weakened  by  evil  habits,  and  he  will 
suddenly  find  himself  shattered  in  fortune,  and  stripped  of  his 
patrimony. 

Just  so  it  is  when  we  mis-spend  the  energies  of  our  body. 
For  a  time  our  supply  may  seem  to  be  inexhaustible,  but  after 
a  while  the  account  is  overdrawn,  an  important  physical  effort 
fails,  and  we  find  ourselves  in  the  attitude  of  a  man  whose  note 
is  under  protest,  on  the  verge  of  bankrupt  health.  Then  follow 
years  of  feebleness  and  insufficiency,  borrowing  from  one  organ 


in  tho  body  to  pay  another.  Passing  from  one  medical  man  to 
another,  trying  one  drug  and  then  another,  getting  out  of  one 
line  of  business  into  another,  in  search  of  more  salubrious  em- 
ployment ;  all  this  misapplication  of  effort  the  result  of  a  failure 
to  give  earlier  attention  to  the  laws  of  health.  A  man  trying 
to  regain  health  at  the  age  of  forty,  is  like  a  man  learning  to 
read  at  that  age,  he  may  succeed  but  how  vexatious  the  task, 
how  irksome  the  effort  to  master  details  better  suited  to  the 
capacity  of  a  child.  "What  an  uncongenial  use  of  time  which 
ought  to  go  in  zealous  work  for  the  good  of  others.  As  a  rule, 
the  body  can  be  abused  with  apparent  impunity,  from  the  age 
of  fifteen  to  that  of  thirty-five,  because  the  recuperative  forces 
of  an  active  growing  youth  arc  vigorous  and  almost  inexhaustible. 
But  the  reckoning  time  comes  with  absolute  certainty,  the  debts 
unconsciously  or  ignorantly  accumulated  must  be  paid.  Let 
a  young  man  go  on  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five,  robbing  his  body 
of  natural  sleep,  racking  it  with  the  insalubrious  em- 
ployments of  convivial  life,  taxing  its  nervous  system  by 
.the  abuse  of  such  narcotics  as  tobacco,  and  such  stimulants 
as  alcohol,  and  he  will  find  himself  sooner  or  later  shorn  of  his 
manly  strength,  deficient  in  mental  vigor,  lacking  in  physical 
endurance,  and  a  prey  to  ten  thousand  weaknesses  of  mind  and 
and  muscle. 


EVIL  TIMES  AND  THE  DUTIES  THEY  BRING. 
John  McClintock,  LL.D. 

It  is  not  wise  to  exaggerate  the  evils  of  the  times.  Some 
seem  to  think  the  skepticism  of  to-day  without  a  parallel.  Yet 
Bishop  Butler,  a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago  wrote  that  it  had 
"  come  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  Christianity  is  now,  at 
length,  discovered  to  be  fictitious;  and  many  persons  treat  it  as  if, 
in  the  present  age,  this  was  an  agreed  point  among  all  people 
of  discernment."  Others  are  saying  that  the  literature  of 
to-day  is  permeated  to  an  unprecedented  extent  by  tho  spirit 
of  infidelity,  or,  at  least,  of  skepticism.  But  Robert  Hall,  sev- 
enty years  ago,  wrote ;  "  So  rapidly  has  infidelity  advanced, 
that  a  great  majority  on  the  continent,  of  those  who  persue 
literature  as  a  profession,  and  in  England,  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  same  class,  may  justly  be  considered  as  open  or 
disguised  abettors  of  atheism."  There  was  a  time,  in  our  own 
history,  when  it  was  feared  that  most  public  men,  both  in  the 
National  and  State  Governments,  shared  in  the  skeptical  spirit 
of  Thomas  Jefferson.  As  to  the  decay  of  public  virtue,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  cite  from  the  public  journals  of  the  time 
between  1700  and  1816,  charges,  complaints,  fears  and  lamen- 
tations identical  in  spirit,  if  not  in  form,  with  those  that  are 
so  common  now-a-days. 

I  am  not  disposed,  however,  to  apologize  for  the  evils  of  the 
times  or  to  extenuate  them.  Crime  is  widely  prevalent.  The 
governing  power,  in  certain  branches  of  it  at  least,  has  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  bad  men.  The  standard  of  commercial  as  well 
as  political  honor  is  low.  There  are  many  writers  in  the  fields 
both  of  literature  and  science, who  appear  to  live  in  a  pagan  rather 
than  Christian  atmosphere.  The  press  is  largely  controlled  by 
men  who  are  ignorant  of  the  history  of  Christianity,  or  hostile 
to  its  authority,  or  indifferent  on  the  whole  question.  There  is 
a  class  of  thinkers  who  seem  bent  upon  bringing  the  moral  law 
under  the  same  category  as  the  laws  of  matter  and  motion ; 
who  teach  that  the  idea  of  a  sentient  First  Cause  is  an  illusion, 
or,  if  a  truth  at  all,  is  one  that  the  human  mind  can  never  reach ; 
and  who  affect  to  sneer,  not  only  at  theology,  but  also  at  phi- 
losophy, as  utterly  effete. 

The  practical  question  is,  what  is  to  be  done  about  it  ?  Are 
we  merely  to  sit  down  and  mourn?  Are  we  to  give  up  the  good, 
cause  as  lost  ? 
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The  very  existence  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
is  an  answer.  The  Association  Monthly  is  the  mouthpiece  of 
a  vast  body  of  young  men,  in  whose  hands  are  Che  destinies  of 
the  coming  generation,  and  whose  motto  is,  "  We  believe,  and 
therefore  speak."  If,  on  the  surface,  the  spirit  of  the  age  seems 
to  teach  that  man's  chief  end  is  "  to  dig,  and  spin,  and  gather 
wealth,"  we  know  there  are  thousands  of  the  young  and  strong 
who  not  only  repeat  from  their  catechism  but  seek  to  show 
forth  in  their  lives,  the  magnificent  statement  that  "  man's 
chief  end  is  to  glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  forever."  .  If  there 
be  a  multitude  who  believe  in  the  world,  and  in  nothing  else, 
whether  as  scientists  or  as  pensualists,  there  is  another  multitude 
who  believe  in  the  Invhi'jle  and  Eternal  God,  and  in  Jesus 
Christ,  His  only  Son  our  Lord.  And  this  latter  host  has  on  its 
side,  not  merely  all  hiatory,  which  shows  that  the  human  mind 
has  never  rested  in  materialism,  or  pantheism,  or  atheism,  but 
also  the  promise  of  Him  who  cannot  lie,  that  all  "  powers," 
political  or  other,  all  "high  thoughts,"  scientific  (falsely  so 
called),  or  other,  which  exalt  themselves  against  God,  shall  fin- 
ally be  put  down. 

But  the  practical  wort  to  be  done  is  entrusted  to  men's  hands. 
For  the  most  part,  too,  it  must  be'  done  by  young  men.  Per- 
haps the  first  need  is,  a  thorough  conviction  of  responsibility.  It 
is  the  remark  of  Hegel,  that  every  individual  in  a  free  state,  is 
personally  responsible  for  the  weakening  or  depravation  of 
moral  power  in  the  community.  Let  every  Christian  young 
man  feel  that,  if  the  "  times  are  out  of  joint,"  he  himself  must 
share  some  part  of  the  general  guilt.  It  is  not  enough  to  j 
simply  wonder  at  the  evil  tendencies  about  us ;  if  we  do  noth- 
ing to  stem  the  tide,  we  are  sure  to  be  swept  on  with  it. 

Our  first  and  nearest  responsibility  is  for  own  personal  charac- 
ter. It  is  good  for  a  man  to  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth ;  the 
religion  of  Christ  is  a  yoke.  It  imposes  restraints  upon  ap- 
petite and  passion.  The  men  who  have  put  on  "  the  yoke  in 
their  youth,"  are  tha  men  of  character,  probity,  honor  and  force, 
in  human  society.  But,  supposing  a  young  man  to  have  started 
right  and  to  be  building  up  a  pure  personal  character,  what  can 
he  do  towards  stemming  rhj  general  tide  of  evil  ?  Of  this  he 
may  be  sure, — his  own  Christian  life  tells  upon  the  general  move- 
ment of  society,  and  everything  he  does  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Christ,  honestly  and  earnestly,  tells  also.  But,  specifically,  it  is 
the  duty  ot  every  christian  young  man,in  this. evil  time,  to  be  bold 
and  brave  in  his  work.  "Add  to  your  faith  courage."  This  is  no 
time  for  pusillanimous  religion.  The  fight  between  the  materi- 
alists and  supernaturalists  is  simply  the  old  fight  between  the 
earthly  and  heavenly  powers.  This  battle  has  often  been  fought 
before  and  the  bad  powers  have  always  been  worsted.  The 
weapons  and  tactics  are  changed  a  little,  but  the  conflict  is 
substantially  the  some,  and  the  result  will  be  the  same.  See  to  it, 
members  of  the  Christian  Association,  that  you  quit  yourselves 
like  men.  Never  be  ashamed  of  your  celestial  alliances — one  of 
the  meanest  sins  to  which  the  devil  ever  tempts  us. 

As  to  corruption  m  politics,  the  chief  lesson  we  have  to 
learn  is,  that  if,  in  view  of  party  exigences,  or  for  any  other 
reason,  or  without  reason,  we  do  not  look  to  character  in  the  se- 
lection of  our  public  servants,  things  will  inevitably  go  on  from 
bad  to_ worse.  Why  should  not  the  Christian  young  men  of  the 
two  great  parties  into  which  the  country  is  divided,  make  their 
power  felt  just  here  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  public 
service  to  change  a  man's  character ;  it  is  not  even  rational  to 
hope  that  bad  men  ca'n  make  trustworthy  servants  of  the  State. 

Enforce  this  truth,  Christian  young  men  I  Cry  aloud  in  sea- 
son and  out  of  season,  that  men's  actions,  in  public  as  in  private 
life,  spring  from  their  character,  and  that  the  state  of  the  nation 
is  really  nothing  else  than  an  index  of  its  character. 

We  have  not  space  here  to  run  out  into  practical  details  the 
the  principles  above  set  forth ;  but  one  thing  ought  to  be  said 
now :  This  Journal  aims  to  strengthen  the  courage  of  all "  defend- 
ers of  the  faith."  It  will  fearlessly,  I  trust,  expose  and  condemn 
crime  and  corruption  in  high  places  as  well  as  in  low,  becoming 
the  organ  and  also  theguide  of  the  Christian  Young  Men  of 
the  nation.  Let  all  the  members  of  the  Associations  do  their 
full  duty  in  promoting  its  circulation,  and  it  will  soon  become 
a  mighty  power  in  the  land. 


FEED  THE  LAMBS  IN  THE  MORNING. 

Noah  Hunt  Schknck. 

The  Sunday-School  engine  will  admit  a  much  higher  pres- 
sure of  steam  than  is  just  now  let  on.  But  before  increasing 
the  power  it  is  well  to  see  whether  the  machinery  may  not  be 
improved  a  little  in  its  plan  and  play.  In  the  march  of  the 
world's  thought  we  have  long  since  traveled  past  the  day  when 
the  value  of  the  Sunday-School  was  a  matter  of  debate.  There 
are  some  doughty  champions  of  precedent  and  primitive  usage, 
whom  the  Genius  of  the  Sunday-School  finds'it  hard  to  proselyte. 
"For"  say  they,  "it  is  not  recorded  that  8t  Paul  was  the  Superin- 
tendent of  a  Sunday-School,  or  that  Timothy  ever  taught  a 
Bible  class,  nor  do  we  find  among  the  most  ancient  of  Liturgies 
any  prescript  form  for  Sunday-School  worship." 

But  let  us  return  to  our  engine,  and  as  we  watch  the  strong 
breathings  of  its  lusty  life  wreathe  visibly  upward,  we  recognize 
the  pillar  of  cloud  which  is  to  lead  on  the  church  in  her  latter 
day  triumphs. 

For  three-quarters  of  a  century  we  have  had  the  great  Sun- 
day-School idea ;  yet  as  men  are  slow  to  apply  to  practical  uses 
the  discovery  of  any  great  principle,  so  the  Sunday-School  has 
been  but  awkwardly  and  imperfectly  adapted  to  those  several 
wants,  which  it  seems  of  God  especially  ordained  and  ordered 
to  supply. 

To  the  efficiency  of  the  Sunday-School,  three  things  are  of  high 
importance: 

GOOD   LESSONS, 
GOOD  TEACHERS, 
GOOD  HOURS. 

Of  the  last  we  venture  a  word.  The  impression  is  deepening 
in  the  mind  of  the  laity,  that  the  Sunday-School  will  run  itself. 
Effort  in  this  direction  has  become  apathetic,  and  full-grown 
christians  are  constantly  relegating  Sunday-School  responsibility 
to  the  new  recruits  on  the  communion  roll, — who  are  material 
for  being  taught  rather  than  for  teaching.  One  reason  for 
this  is  that  the  Sunday-School  is  thrown  over  to  the  afternoon, 
and  parents  find  it  unpleasant  to  go  through  the  bath,  brush 
and  linen  discipline  in  time  for  the  9  a.  m.  session.  Teachers, 
too,  find  it  much  more  consistent  with  flesh  and  blood  tran- 
quility, to  saunter  quietly  after  dinner  to  a  3  p.  h.  Sunday- 
School. 

The  best  time  for  the  Sunday-School  is  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  At  this  hour  parents,  children,  teachers,  pastor,  and  the 
whole  church  force  can  be  mustered,  with  well  rested  bodies, 
having  had  ample  time  for  toilet,  breakfast  and  family  prayers, 
and  having  begun  the  day  pleasantly  and  not  hurriedly,  and 
alas,  often  petulantly,  as  now.  Thus  all  are  gathered  at  church 
to  open  the  honor-God  services  of  the  Lord's  day  as  they  should 
always  be  inaugurated,  by  giving  instruction  to  the  lambs  of 
the  flock.  Holding  the  Sunday-School  at  this  hour,  we  can 
get  parents  to  be  teachers,  who  at  9  o'clock  find  it  a  domestic 
impossibility.  These  and  others  by  their  presence  and  co-oper- 
ation will  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  efficiency  and  the 
dignity  of  the  work.  Not  only  so,  but  children  and  teachers  will 
do  more  in  one  morning  hour,  than  in  double  the  time  devoted 
to  a  plethoric  after-dinner  Sunday-School  effort. 

If  every  one  would  take  the  Sunday-School  en  route  to  the 
church  on  Sunday  morning,  there  would  be  no  limiting  the 
augmentation  of  interest,  and  the  spontaneous  increase  of  the 
teaching  corps.  But  as  it  is,  the  Sunday-School,  to  the  large 
majority  of  Christians,  is  a  sort  of  religious  myth,  drearfiily 
conceived  in  the  infantile  echoes  of  "  Shall  we  gather  at  the 
River,"  vaguely  suggested  .by  a  stray  copy  of  a  childs'  paper, 
or  annually  asserted  in  a  Christmas  tree  or  missionary  celebration. 
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Under  this  arrangement  the  afternoon  of  the  Lord's  day 
could  be  profitably  employed.  The  children  could  meet  for 
an  hour,  not  in  classes,  requiring  teachers,  but  in  a  body  to  be 
practiced  one  Sunday  in  the  month  in  singing;  to  receive 
on  another,  instruction  from  the  pastor  in  the  Catechism ;  for  a 
missionary  meeting  on  the  third,  and  for  the  remaining  day  to 
hear  a  sermon  specially  adapted  to  them.  These  several  engage- 
ments should  last  only  an  hour,  leaving  time  enough  at  home  for 
parents  to  discharge  that  never-to-be-transferred  responsibility 
of  giving  religious  instruction  to  their  own  children.  The  Sun- 
day-School does  not  propose  to  assume  the  obligation  which  God 
has  imposed  on  every  father  and  every  mother  touching  the  soul 
culture  of  their  offspring.  Then  the  Mission  School  season,  for 
many  reasons,  must  fall  in  the  afternoon,  and  those  who  arc  free 
from  domestic  duties  should  till  this  field — the  teacher  in  the  Par- 
ish School  of  the  morning  becoming  a  teacher  in  the  Mission 
School  in  the  afternoon.  But  "when  will  you  have  the  morning 
service  and  sermon  ?"  "We  say  at  11 1-2  or  12  m.,  and  are  persuaded 
after  many  years  of  observation  and  experience  that  in  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  church's  life  this  is  the  appropriate  hour.  By 
following  this  arrangement  thus  briefly  outlined,  the  sacred  de- 
sign and  uses  of  the  Lord's  day,  both  in  the  worship  of  the 
sanctuary  and  in  the  spiritual  instruction  of  the  young  will  be 
more  fully  met  than  is  the  case  now,  while  much  unnecessary 
friction  of  labor  will  be  spared  those  engaged  in  this  blessed 
work  of  the  Sunday-School,  in  which,  wc  believe,  are  embraced 
the  sublimest  hopes  of  the  coming  church  and  of  the  coming 
glory  of  the  Lord. 


WELL  SHOD  FEET. 
William  Adams,  D.  D. 

In  that  memorable  description  of  the  Christian  panoply  by 
the  Apostle  Paul  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Ephcsians,  we  have  this 
sentence :  "  And  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of  tJt«  goapel 
of  peace." 

I  have  often  wondered  whether  ordinary  readers  attach  any 
definite  idea  to  this  language.  At  the  same  time  I  am  confident 
that  its  true  sense  indicates  what  is  of  the  greatest  practical  use 
in  our  spiritual  equipment. 

An  old  soldier  in  active  service,  looks,  first  of  all,  to  the  con- 
dition of  his  feet.  On  a  holiday  parade,  home  guards  may 
think  most  of  plumes,  gold-laco,  pageantry  and  show.  But  on 
rough  marches  the  real  soldier  cares  most  of  all,  that  he  is  well 
shod.  Of  what  avail  i3  it  that  his  equipments  aro  of  the  best 
kind  and  ia  the  best  condition,  if  his  feet  are  disabled  so  that 
he  cannot  march  ? 

A  large  part  of  the  armor  described  by  Inspiration — the 
breastplate,  the  shield  and  the  helmet — is  defensive.  One 
weapon  only  is  for  assault — the  Sword  of  the  Spirit.  This  is 
enough.  The  hand  can  hold  and  use  only  one  weapon  at  a 
time.  A  good  blade  and  a  strong  arm  arc  what  a  soldier  needs 
in  the  fight.  It  remains,  however,  when  he  is  armed  cap-a-pie, 
that  he  should  be  quick  in  motion  to  and  fro ;  so  that  what  some 
might  regard  as  quite  incidental  and  unimportant  in  this  de- 
scription— the  preparation  of  the  feet — is  the  most  essential  part 
of  the  whole.  Without  this  everything  else  is  useless,' except 
for  partial  defence.  "  Those  members  of  the  body  which  seem 
to  b3  most  feeble  are  necessary,  and  those  members  of  the  body 
which  we  think  to  be  less  honorable,  upon  them  wo  bestow 
more  abundant  honor." 

If  we  give  a  careful  attention  to  the  language  used  by  the 
Apostle  concerning  the  dressing  of  the  feet,  we  shall  be  con- 
vinced that  it  relates  to  the  whole  executive  power  of  individ- 
uals and  Associations  for  Christian  Evangelism. 


The  word  "preparation"  is,  in  the  original,  Etoimasia,  mean- 
ing readiness — promptness — alacrity.  But,  readiness  for  what  ? 
"  Preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace."  That  is,  say  some,  the 
preparedness  which  the  gospel  suggests  and  imparts.  But  what 
is  the  preparedness  which  is  produced  by  the  Gospel  of  peace  ? 

Another  sense  remains :  readiness  in  reference  to — in  behalf  of 
the  gospel ;  that  is,  promptitude  and  alacrity  in  announcing  and 
extending  the  Gospel.  To  this  rendering,  which  he  admits  to 
be  the  true  philology,  Dr.  Alford,  the  Dean  of  Canterbury, 
one  of  the  most  able  and  accurate  commentators  on  the  Greek 
Testament,  suggests  but  one  objection,  viz.:  " that  the  persons 
addressed  throughout  the  passage,  are  not  the  teachers  of  the 
church,  but  members  of  the  church."  With  ail  respect  to  this 
accomplished  scholar,  is  not  this  an  objection,  which  implies 
a  very  common  but  mischievous  falsity— reven  that  none  but 
official,  ordained  teachers  have  any  care  or  duty  in  the  way  of 
giving  application  and  extension  to  the  Gospel  of  peace? 
True,  this  direction  is  not  addressed  to  preachers  only,  but  to  all 
Christian  believers.  This  admitted,  why  should  we  modify 
the  sense  of  the  language  so  that  it  should  suit  our  own  notions 
and  habits,  which  may,  after  all,  be  mistaken.  Are  the  officer* 
of  an  army  alone  exhorted  to  be  well  shod  ? 

This  objection  removed,  we  have  this  simple  idea,  that  every 
christian  soldier  should  be  shod  as  to  his  feet,  with  readiness 
and  alertness  to  move  in  the  service  of  the  Gospel,  giving  it 
application  and  extension  in  every  direction.  A  soldier  once 
enlisted  and  equipped,  what  is  he  to  do?  For  what  purpose  is  a 
military  corps  organized  ?  For  show?  For  pride  and  pageantry  ?. 
Kay ;  for  work,  for  action.  There  are  theories  of  christian  life 
and  of  church  organization  which  may  'well  be  represented  by 
soldiers  in  uniform,  fitted  out  with  all  the  bravery  of  plumes 
and  banners,  who,  nevertheless,  are  no  better  than  the  toy  soldiers 
of  the  nursery,  with  their  wooden  feet  stuck  fast  in  a  series 
of  holes.  Order  is  a  very  good  thing  in  its  place,  but  does  the 
church  exist  for  the  sake  of  order  ? 

There  is  a  movement  in  military  drills  known  as  "  Marking 
Time," — a  great  shuffling  of  the  feet,  but  no  progress.  In  the 
Christian  Church  there  has  been  a  vast  deal  of  this  same  thing, 
marching  on  one's  post.  Then  again  multitudes  stand  as  if  their 
feet  were  glued  to  the  ground,  with  no  motion  at  all ;  others 
have  their  feet  pinched  within  tight  and  narrow  ecclesiastical 
exclusiveness,  so  that  they  cannot  walk  without  pain ;  others 
still  have  such  clumsy,  heavy  and  ill-fitting  shoes  that  their  feet 
are  like  lumps  of  lead;  again  you  see  those  who  have  undressed 
their  feet  altogether  and  relapsed  into  slippers  and  leisure. 
They  think  of  nothing  but  their  own  ease.  They  have  every 
thing  in  their  thought  save  motion.  Familiar  with  the  Apostol- 
ical direction — "  having  done  all  to  stand,"  they  are  ready  for 
defense  should  they  be  assaulted.  But  their  feet  are  not  shod 
with  alacrity  in  active,  evangelical  service. 

Mercury,  the  herald  of  the  gods  in  the  old  mythology,  is  rep- 
resented by  classic  art,  with  wings  on  his  feet  and  ankles,  sym- 
bolizing the  quickness  of  his  motions  as  a  messenger.  The  thing 
which  we  are  considering  now,  is  not  that  we  should  be  "rooted 
and  grounded,"  "  steadfast  and  immovable "  in  the  Gospel, 
but  that  we  should  be  light  of  foot,  winged  as  it  were,  in  our 
readiness  to  do  all  those  kindly  services  which  the  Gospel  suggests 
and  inspires. 

"  Those  bleated  feet 
Which  once  for  oar  advantage  Ten  nailed  to  the  crou," 

were  ever  ready  and  agile,  and  unwearied  in  walks  and 
ministries  of  mercy.  If  we  would  resemble  Him  in  love 
and  joy  and  usefulness,  we  must  have  our  feet  so  shod  with 
the  preparation  of  His  Gospel,  that  instead  of  standing  still  and 
reluetant,  they  will  be  nimble  to  run  in  the  way  of  well  doing-. 
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The  secret  of  all  the  melancholy  and  discontent,  which  so  many 
Buffer  in  their  whole  religious  life,  is,  that  their  feet  are  fast  in 
the  stock*.  They  take  no  exercise.  If  they  move  at  all,  they 
creep  like  snails.  The  best  counsel  to  be  given  to  such,  be  they 
young  or  old,  is  that  they  should  put  on  their  shoes  or  san- 
dals, and  take  a  brisk  walk.  Forget  yourself,  and  think  of 
others.  "  Run  ye  to  and  fro  through  the  streets  of  Jerusalem, 
and  seek  in  the  broad  places  thereof,"  what  good  things  you  can 
do.  Young  man,  would  you  be  bright  and  joyous?  Be  swift- 
footed  in  all  acts  and  offices  of  kindness.  Associate  others  with 
you  in  plans  of  usefulness ;  let  your  feet  be  in  every  place 
where  you  can  do  good — in  sad  and  lonely  tenements — among 
the  poor,  the  sick,  the  friendless,  and  it  shall  be  said  of  you  in 
the  words  of  Mickle,  a  century  ago — 

Bis  very  foot  has  music  In't 
A»  ho  comes  op  the  stain. 


MY  GERMAN  STUDENT  FRIEND. 
S.  Irenaeus  Prime,  D.  D. 

The  most  learned  young  man  I  ever  met,  was  a  German  stu- 
dent on  his  summer  travel  in  Switzerland.  The  boys  in  the  Uni- 
versities are  in  the  habit  of  spending  a  few  weeks  tramping 
among  the  Swiss  mountains  and  valleys ;  a  knapsack  on  the 
backs  of  the  young  men,  a  staff  in  their  hands,  and  very  little 
money  in  their  pockets  or  care  in  their  hearts.  It  would  be  well 
if  our  youth,  in  college  or  in  business,  would  pass  a  few  weeks 
in  the  same  way  in  summer,  among  the  hills  of  New  Hampshire ; 
they  would  go  to  study  or  trade  with  renovated  strength. 

I  was  making  the  pass  of  St.  Gothard  on  foot,  and  at  Altorf, 
where  William  Tell  did  or  did  not  shoot  the  apple  on  or  off  the 
head  of  his  little  son,  a  half  dozen  German  students,  travelling 
in  company,  came  up,  and  became  my  companions  for  the  rest  of 
the  day.  The  most  of  them  were  a  rolicking  set  of  boys,  unre- 
strained at  home  it  is  most  likely,  and  now  as  wild  as  the  cha- 
mois of  the  mountains ;  they  drank  beer  freely  out  of  a  long  horn, 
passing  the  same  to  all  whom  they  fell  in  with,  and  making  the 
hills  echo  to  their  songs.  One  of  them  was  soon  drawn  to  me 
by  the  gentleness  of  his  manners,  by  a  quiet  refinement  that  dis- 
tinguished him  from  the  rest  of  the  company,  and  also  by  the 
fact  that  he  spoke  the  English  language  with  perfect  correct- 
ness. We  spent  the  night  at  a  wayside  inn,  a  few  miles  below 
Hopenthal,  and  Heinrich,  the  student  alluded  to,  begged  the 
privilege  of  sharing  a  room  with  me.  We  talked  far  into  the 
the  night,  and  the  next  .day  pursued  our  pedestrian  pilgrimage 
side  by  side. 

He  was  nineteen  years  old.  Probably  he  had  been  a  student 
all  his  life  thus  far.  Many  of  our  American  students  are  gradu- 
ates before  that  time.  But  how  much  do  the  best  read  of  them 
know  at  the  age  of  twenty.  Let  me  tell  you  somewhat  of  his 
attainments.  He  was  at  home  in  every  department  of  natural 
science,  enthusiastic  in  botany,  a  veritable  Solomon  in  knowing 
all  the  plants  from  the  hyssop  to  the  cedar.  He  was  familiar  with 
geology  and  minerals  so  that  as  we  passed  the  rocks  he  was 
ready  always  to  discourse  of  their  history  and  to  read  the  rec- 
ords they  make.  But  these  were  only  the  flowers  of  his  mental 
garden.  He  was  master  of  English  literature,  the  great  poets  of 
tongue  being  familiar  with  him  as  Goethe  and  Schiller.  The 
Italian  and  French  authors  were  equally  at  his  command.  He 
would  cite  passages  from  Homer  or  Euripides,  in  the  original 
Greek,  to  illustrate  a  sentiment,  and  the  Latin  of  Cicero' or  Vir- 
gil was  no  more  to  him  than  "  co-ca-che-lunk "  to  a  college 
boy  in  "  the  land  of  the  free."  And  when  all  this  is  said,  and 
the  course  of  mathematical  study  is  added,  but  of  which  I  had 
less  opportunity  of  measuring  his  attainments,  I  have  not  touched 
upon  the  department  of  knowledge  that  was  his  forte.  This 
was  metaphysics.  He  rather  looked  down  upon  all  studies  except 
Philosophy.  Divine  philosophy  was  his  love.  And  with  the 
Garman  taste  for  reasoning,  he  had  come  to  worship  leaeon,  till 


to  my  sorrow  I  found  that  he  was  a  rationalist  rather  than  a 
Christian. 

"  How  is  it,"  he  said  to  me  as  we  were  trudging  along  the 
Furca  pass,  "  that  you  have  an  answer  always  ready  when  I 
ask  you  a  question  in  morals  or  religion  f  You  do  not  want  to 
discuss  it,  but  decide  at  once." 

"  Because,". said  I,  "  all  questions  on  morals  and  religion  I  re- 
fer to  the  standard,  and  the  result  is  certainty." 

"  What  is  that  standard  f " 

"  The  Bible,  of  course ;  the  word  of  God."  This  he  was 
slow  to  receive,  and  preferred  to  magnify  reason  as  the  stand- 
ard by  which  to  try  the  Bible  as  well  as  every  other  system 
of  ethics. 

We  we*e  crossing  the  heights  of  this  pass,  and  wearied 
with  a  long  walk,  and  perhaps  tired  of  incessant  and  earnest 
conversation,  we  were  disposed  to  separate  for  a  while  and  rest 
our  legs  and  tongues.    He  said : 

"  I  will  commune  a  while  with  nature ;"  and  I  added: 

""  I  will  commune  with  God  1 " 

"  Let  me  go  with  you ! "  he  cried,  like  a  child  about  to  be 
left  alone  in  the  dark. 

"  No,  stay  with  nature,"  I  replied.  "  You  do  not  know  the 
God  whom  I  see  and  hear  in  this  world.  He  is  my  Father  and 
Friend.  I  listen  to  his  voice  in  the  winds,  and  read  his  records 
in  the  rocks  around  us;  but  above  all  he  has  made  himself 
known  to  me  in  his  word ;  but  you  think  that  your  reason  is 
wiser  than  his  written  word." 

I  went  away  alone  and  left  him  near  the  Toden  Lake.  At 
length  I  went  down  to  the  gloomy  vale  of  the  Grimsel,  and  wait- 
ed for  him  to  join  me  at  the  Hospice. 

When  we  had  had  supper  and  were  refreshed,  we  fell  again 
into  long  and  serious  discourse,  beginning  where  we  left  off  on 
the  mountain.  We  read  the  Bible  together.  I  selected  some 
of  the  sublimest  Psalms,  and  they  had  a  majesty  there  in  the 
midst  of  those  hills  that  had  never  clothed  them  before.  The 
interest  that  filled  that  evening  hour  or  more,  may  be  inferred 
from  a  singular  incident.  The  next  morning  at  breakfast,  an 
English  lady,  sitting  opposite  and  hearing  me  conversing  with 
my  young  friend,  said : 

"Pardon  me,  sir;  I  recognize  your  voice.  I  occupied  the 
room  next  to  yours  last  night ;  the  partition,  you  know,  was  very 
slight — only  a  thin  board ;  I  heard  you  reading  the  scriptures 
and  expounding  them,  and  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  the  words 
that  came  to  me,  though  you  did  not  know  that  I  was  listen- 
ing-" 

The  sequel  of  that  reading  and  conversation  with  neinrich, 
was  that  we  became  very  earnest  and  tender  friends.  I  found 
that  he  had  strong  associations  with  early  years  of  religious 
instruction,  and  asked : 

"  Have  you  a  mother?  " 

"  Oh  yes,  and  her  faith  is  the  same  as  yours." 

Then,  as  we  were  sitting  on  the  bed-side,  he  put  his  arms 
about  my  neck  and  wept. 

But  Heinrich  did  not  go  away  sorrowful — He  believed. 

He  travelled  with  me  for  some  weeks ;  we  parted  at  Vevay, 
and  I  have  never  seen  him  since.  This  was  sixteen  years  ago. 
But  I  have  often  heard  of  and  from  him.  He  became,  after 
the  German  manner,  a  lecturer,  and  is  now  a  Professor  of 
Philosophy  in  a  German  University,  an  Evangelical  Christian. 

This  very  week  I  have  received  a  paper  of  great  learning  and 
ability,  from  his  pen,  in  a  German  review.  I  am  hoping  to  see 
him  here  in  New  York  at  the  general  conference  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance  in  September  next. 


WHAT  IS  THAT  IN  THINE  nAND  ? 

R.  J.  W.  BtrcKXAND,  D.  D. 
Sebve  God  in  common  things  of  every  day  life,  not  in  a 
sphere  above  and  beyond  that  of  your  daily  lot.  The  work  is 
nigh  us  which  wc  ought  to  do  for  Jesus.  Where  there  is  one 
man  who  has  ten  talents,  and  uses  them  for  God,  there  are  a 
hundred  who  have  but  one  each,  and  bury  it.     The  gospel 
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cjuld  be  given  to  every  soul  in  the  whole  country  weekly,  if 
all  the  wasted  single  talents  were  employed  to  do  it. 

All  great  works  are  done  by  serving  God  with  what  we  have 
in  hand.  Moses  was  keeping  sheep  in  Midian.  God  sent  him 
to  save  Israel,  but  he  shrank  from  the  undertaking.  We  sym- 
pathize with  Jethro's  herdsman,  alone,  a  stranger,  owning  not 
a  lamb  that  he  watched.  He  had  nothing  but  his  shepherd's 
rod  cut  onjt  of  a  thicket,  the  mere  crab  stick  with  which  he 
guided  his  sheep.  Any  day  he  might  throw  it  away  and  cut  a 
better  one.  And  God  said  what  is  that  in  thine  hand  ?  With 
this  rod,  with  this  stick,  thou  shalt  save  Israel.  And  so  it  proved. 
With  this  rod,  when  God  had  blessed  it,  Hoses  silenced  the  magi- 
cians ;  smote  the  waters  into  blood ;  covered  the  land  with  frogs ; 
changed  the  dust  into  lice;  filled  the  air  with  flies ;  brought  upon 
Egypt  the  doom  of  thunder,  hail,  fire,  locusts,  and  thick  dark- 
ness. And  when  the  people  were  sent  forth  free  with  the  same 
staff,  the  Red  sea  was  divided,Pharaoh's  army  was  overwhelmed, 
the  rock  was  smitten,  and  the  waters  gushed  out.  That  wonder 
working  rod  was  nothing  but  the  common  implement  of  daily 
toil,  consecrated  and  used  for  God.  This  lesson  does  not  stand 
alone. 

What  is  that  in  thine  hand  stranger  ?  An  ox-goad,  with 
which  I  urge  my  lazy  beasts.  Use  it  for  God  and  Shamgar's 
ox-goad  defeats  the  Philistines.  What  is  that  in  thine  hand 
David  ?  My  sling,  with  which  I  keep  the  wolves  from  the  sheep. 
Yet  with  that  sling  he  slew  Goliah,  whom  an  army  dare  not 
meet.  What  is  that  in  thine  hand  disciple  ?  Nothing  but  five 
barley  loaves  and  two  little  fishes.  Bring  them  to  me,  give  them 
to  God  and  the  multitude  is  fed.  What  is  that  in  thine  hand 
poor  widow  ?  Only  two  mites.  Give  them  to  God ;  and  behold, 
the  fame  of  your  riches  fills  the  world.  What  hast  thou  weeping 
woman  f  An  alabaster  box  of  ointment.  Give  it  to  God.  Break  it 
and  pour  it  on  thy  Saviour's  head,  and  its  sweet  perfume  is  a 
fragrance  in  the  church  till  now.  What  hast  thou  Dorcas  ?  My 
needle.  Use  it  for  God,  and  those  coats  and  garments  keep 
multiplying  and  are  clothing  the  naked  still. 

This  is  God's  way  of  working.  He  chooses  to  use  the  least 
things,  even  things -that  amount  to  nothing,  to  accomplish  His 
end3  and  humble  us.  God  is  no  hard  taskmaster.  He  never 
asks  us  to  serve  Him  with  what  we  have  not,  but  always  with 
what  we  have.  He  asks  us  to  do  simple,  easy  things,  and  to 
do  them  for  Him.  He  does  not  say,  leave  your  honest  business, 
but  use  it  for  Him.  What  is  your  lot  in  life  ?  What  is  your 
calling  ?  What  is  that  in  thine  hand  ? 

You  are  a  manufacturer,  or  a  merchant,  or  a  mechanic,  or  a 
man  of  leisure,  or  a  clerk,  or  a  student,  or  a  sewing  woman. 
God  wants  each  one  of  you  to  serve  him  where  you  are.  You 
have  your  business,  use  it  for  Qod.  Order  it  in  a  godly  man- 
ner. Da  not  allow  any  wickedness  in  it.  Give  godly  wages ; 
preach  Jesus  to  your  clerks,  not  by  a  long  face,  but  by  being 
like  Him,  doing  good.  Use  your  profits  for  God,  feeding 
the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  visiting  the  sick,  comforting 
tne  wretched,  spreading  the  gospel  far  and  wide.  What  a 
field  you  have  to  glorify  God  in,  just  where  you  are !  If 
you  have  nothing  else,  use  your  tools  for  him ;  he  can  glorify 
himself'with  them  as  easily  as  he  could  with  a  shepherd's 
stick,  an  ox-goad,  a  sling,  or  two  mites. 

A  poor  girl  who  had  nothing  but  a  sewing  machine,  used  it 
to  aid  a  feeble  church ;  all  her  earnings  above  her  needs,  were 
given  towards  building  a  house  of  worship,  and  in  a  year  she 
paid  more  than  others  a  hundred  times  richer  than  she.  So 
you  can  do  if  you  will.  Think  of*  the  widow  with  her  two 
mites ;  the  women  with  the  alabaster  box,  and  Dorcas  and  her 
garments;  you  can  do  as  much  and  have  as  great  a  reward. 

If  you  but  knew  it,  my  fellow  workers,  you  have  Moses'  rod  in 
your  hands,  the  simple  instrumentality  of  doing  great  good. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  A  UNIVERSITY. 

M.  Edwabds  Gates. 

The  following  interesting  sketch  of  the  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  Rochester  University,  is  contributed  to  our  columns  by 
its  acting  President,  Mr.  M.  Edwards  Gates,  a  member  of  the 
senior  class : 

Some  eight  years  ago,  the  Christian  members  of  this  Uni- 
versity organized  themselves  "  for  the  promotion  of  religious 
interest  and  spiritual  life,"  and  assumed  the  name  of  the 
Christian  Association  of  Rochester  University.  They  felt  that 
among  students, the  tendency  to  be  satisfied  with  the  theoretical  in 
religion,  in  place  of  the  practical  and  experimental,  is  always 
strong.  Dealing  with  ideas  and  systems  rather  than  with 
the  facts  of  every  day  business,  even  the  most  earnest  Christians 
in  a  college  or  seminary  are  conscious  of  a  tendency  to  give 
undue  prominence  to  religious  convictions  apart  from  religious 
actions  and  emotions. 

The  chief  aim  of  the  Association  is  to  form  in  its  mem- 
bers, regular  habits  of  Christian  work,  and  to  keep  their 
hearts  warm  with  Christian  love  by  mutual  encouragement 
and  sympathy.  Our  officers  are  elected  annually.  Once  a  month 
a  regular  business  meeting  is  held,  plans  for  work  are  discussed, 
committees  report  the  religious  interest  in  each  class,as  indicated 
by  attendance  at  class  prayer  meetings,  etc.  There  is  also  a  regular 
monthly  meeting  for  religious  literary  exercises,  consisting  of 
original  contributions  to  a  monthly  "  paper,"  by  various  mem- 
bers, an  essay  upon  some  theme  of  practical  religion,  and  select 
readings  devotional  or  containing  religious  information.  This 
meeting  takes  the  place  once  a  month  of  the  regular  Friday  even- 
ing prayer  meeting.  Besides  these  regular  meetings  and  the  week- 
ly prayer  class  meetings,  which  are  sustained  by  members  of 
the  Association,  extra  meetings  for  prayer  and  conversation  are 
frequently  held,  when  a  deepened  religious  interest  in  college 
makes  them  desirable. 

We  try  to  form  a  "  home  circle  "  of  religious  thought,  feeling 
and  action — a  circle  which  embraces  all  Christians  among  us, 
and  which  constantly  draws  toward  it  those  who  are  not  yet 
Christians.  Membership  in  some  Evangelical  Church  is  a  con- 
dition to  election,  but  all  arc  made  heartily  welcome  at  its 
meetings. 

The  Trustees  of  the  University  lease  for  our  use  a  com- 
modious room,  which  has  been  tastefully  furnished  by  voluntary 
contributions.  Members  of  the  faculty  occasionally  meet  with 
us ;  and  the  Association  is  not  only  recognized  by  the  Univers- 
ity, but  is  also  made  to  feel  the  hearty  sympathy  of  every 
college  officer.  One  of  the  regular  services  of  commencement 
week  is  a  sermon  before  the  Association  by  some  prominent 
clergyman ;  and  during  each  winter,  four  or  five  sermons  are 
preached  before  us  by  our  city  pastors,  of  various  denomina- 
nations. 

In  the  history  of  the  Association  there  have  been  several 
periods — notably  four  years  ago  this  winter,  and  last  winter — 
in  which  deep  religious  interest  has  pervaded  our  meetings, 
and  many  have  been  led  to  Christ.  Of  these,  numbers  arc  now 
preaching  the  Gospel.  The  influence  of  the  Association  is 
felt  in  the  uniform  respect  with  which  religion  is  treated  by  all 
members  of  college,  and  in  the  almost  total  absence  of  profan- 
ity and  impure  conversation  on  the  college  grounds.  Our  present 
membership  is  over  sixty — a  majority  of  the  students  in  college. 
A  number  of  those  who  are  not  members  of  any  church,  but 
who  are  Christians,  co-operate  most  heartily  with  us. 

Christian  effort  is  not  confined  to  our  own  meetings.  Sev- 
eral Mission  Sunday-Schools,  and  even  Churches,  have  been 
started  by  members  of  the  Association ;  and  we  are  all  con- 
nected with  Sabbath  Schools  or  Bible  classes  in  the  Churches 
where  we  worship.  But  in  this  Association  we  make  it  our 
special  aim  to  overcome  the  peculiar  dangers  attending  stu- 
dent life,  for  the  Christian  young  man ;  to  lead  our  classmates 
to  Christ,  and  to  make  our  religious  life  felt  most  power- 
fully by  those,  with  whom  we  are  most  closely  associated. 
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,     AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in  presenting  the  second  number 
of  the  Monthly  to  the  Associations,  desire  to  say  a  few  plain 
words  to  the  brethren  concerning  the  enterprise.  "When  the 
order  to  create  this  paper  was  given,  last  June,  at  Portland,  by 
the  delegates  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Associations, 
the  committee  felt,  and  they  feel  now,  that  they  have  a  right  to 
expect  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the  constituency  represented 
by  those  delegates.  They  are  also  persuaded  that  the  Monthly 
is  of  vital  importance  to  the  work  of  the  Associations  on  this 
continent.  "We  have  long  desired  that  influential  and  able  men 
in  the  churches  might  address  our  members  and  the  people  of 
the  towns  where  Associations  exist,  concerning  the  work  and 
its  claims  upon  Christian  sympathy.  Through  this  periodical 
this  very  class  of  men  speak  to  us  monthly,  so  that  in  circula- 
ting their  printed  words,  we  guarantee  to  each  Association  and 
to  every  member,  all  the  elements  of  an  excellent  monthly  meet- 
ing. Some  of  the  brethren  have  already  greatly  encouraged 
us  by  doubling,  and  others  by  quadrupling  the  subscription 
made  by  them  at  Portland,  while  from  many  who  did  not  there 
subscribe  we  have  received  orders  for  the  paper. 

But  the  important  question,  whether  "those  who  lore  the  Asso- 
ciation work  wiU  sustain  the  Association  Monthly  ?"  still  re- 
mains unanswered  by  the  brethren  generally  throughout  the 
country. 

Persuaded  of  the  usefulness  and  necessity  of  this  periodical, 
the  committee  wish  to  report  to  the  International  Conven- 
tion at  Indianapolis  next  summer,  that  this  Monthly  is  an 
established  fact — not  a  doubtful  experiment.  An  average  of 
twenty  subscribers  from  each  Association  would  give  a  circula- 
tion of  fifteen  thousand  and  secure  this  result 

"We  offer  to  canvassers  for  subscribers,  10  cents  on  each  sub- 
scription of  a  dollar,  and  12  cents  of  each  subscription  of  one 
dollar  and  twelve  cents.  In  making  use  of  this  offer  we  would 
urge  upon  the  brethem  throughout  the  country  two  practical 
suggestions :  first 

CANVASS  THE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Will  the  president  or  secretary  of  each  Association  place  in 
the  hands  of  some  willing,  competent  person — one  temporarily 
out  of  employment  would  be  specially  available — a  list  of  the 
names  on  their  roll  of  membership.  On  the  attention  and  inter- 
est of  each  one  on  his  list  such  a  canvasser  would  have  a  strong 
claim  and  in  a  short  time  the  Association  would  be  numerously 
represented  on  the  books  oftthe  Monthly. 

CANVASS  THE  CHURCHES. 

Through  their  church  committee  each  Association  is  vitally 
connected  with  the  various  churches.  Having  secured  the  ap- 
proval and  sanction  of  the  pastor,  the  members  of  each  church 
would  become  accessible  to  a  canvasser,  who  should,  if  possible, 
belong  to  the  church  whose  members  he  visits. 

By  the  use  of  these  two  methods  of  canvassing,  the  member- 


ship of  the  Associations  and  churches  will  be  reached,  and  upon 
these  two  large  influential  classes  we  must  look  for  the  encour- 
agement necessary  to  make  this  enterprise  a  complete  success. 

We  cannot  close  this  appeal  more  appropriately  than  by  quot- 
ing part  of  a  letter  received  from  our  corresponding  member  for 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Henry  J.  Cowles.  On  the  receipt  of 
a  copy  of  the  January  number  of  the  Monthly  he  writes : 

"I  like  the  paper;  it  looks  well  and  reads  better;  let  the 
standard  be  kept  high  and  success  will  crown  its  mission. 

"I  will  send  this  week  a  list  of  subscribers  five  times  as  large 
as  the  number  which  I  gave  you  at  Portland,  and  will  use  every 
means  possible,  by  correspondence  and  personal  effort,  to  secure 
a  large  circulation  of  the  'Monthly'  among  the  Associations 
of  our  State. 

"  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Association  in  the  States  and  Provinces 
to  make  the  circulation  of  this  our  only  organ,  a  matter  of  bus- 
iness and  faithful  personal  effort,  until  your  lists  show  subscrib- 
ers from  every  village,  town  and  city,  where  there  exists  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  It  can  be  done  !  It  mutt  be  done  !! 
It  is  Our  paper.  We  will  sustain  it,  and  at  Indianapolis,  I 
trust  you  will  be  able  to  report  a  subscription  list  of  10.000." 

Will  the  Associations,  who  subscribed  at  Portland  remit  the 
amount  r,f  their  subscriptions  on  receiving  this  number  of •  the 
Monthly. 

All  communications  relating  to  the  Monthly  should  be  ad- 
dressed to. 

Richard  C.  Morse,  Editor  of  Association  Monthly, 

Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  23rd  St.,  New  York  City. 
Cephas  Brainerd, 


Wm.  F.  Lee, 
James  Stokes, 


Jr. 


n^J%£lZ£itt»  <  Timothy  G.  Sellew, 
SuetOtte  Committee,^  RoBT    R   McBtJRNEY> 


Benj.  C.  Wetmore, 
Edgar  A.  Htjtchins. 


WANT  OP  THE  AGE. 

Crime  stalks  shamelessly  abroad.  Corruption  is  taking  rapid 
possession  of  public  offices ;  the  very  foundations  of  social  eth- 
ics seem  to  tremble,  and  Christianity,  for  the  thousandth  time, 
is  assailed  from  many  quarters.  In  the  midst  of  these  dangers 
our  sole  hope  is  in  the  Christian  Church.  Not  in  this  or  that 
particular  church  organization,  but  in  the  whole  Church,  as 
possessing  the  truth  of  God  and  the  attendant  spiritual  power, 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 

But  the  Church,  in  her  inmost  heart,  must  believe  the 
truth  with  which  she  is  intrusted.  Religion  diluted  into  a 
mere  opinion  is  the  weakest  of  all  opinions.  Theories  in  poli- 
tics, notions  about  farming,  housekeeping  or  even  the  fashions, 
may  exert  over  people  a  powerful  control,  but  a  simple  opinion 
in  religion  is  dead.  Religion  relates  to  God,  to  His  righteous 
judgment,  to  eternity,  to  heaven  and  hell ;  and  such  truths 
cannot  accept  an  inferior  position.  They  must  rule,  or  fade 
away  into  a  shadow,. 

The  age  indeed  is  one  of  intellectual  freedom,  and  as  such,  we 
honor  it ;  but  this  freedom  turns  loose  Upon  society  the  evil  as 
well  as  the  good,  the  empty  as  well  as  the  weighty,  and  free- 
dom must  be  employed  to  wage  war  against  the  monsters  it  al- 
lows to  stalk  abroad.  We  know  of  only  one  cure  for  the  ills 
of  society,  and  that  is  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  When  this  is 
clothed  and  armed  with  the  hearts  and  minds  of  men,  the  dog- 
ma becomes  concrete— a  main-spring  of  the  life,  securing,  if 
necessary,  a  martyrdom  of  the  whole  man. 

Thus  entering  the  soul,  Christianity  is  competent  for  its 
work.    It  does  what  nothing  else  possibly  can  do ;  making  the 
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man  honest  doTvn  to  the  root  of  his  being.  Its  foundations  are 
divine,  and  its  atmosphere  a  sense  of  the  presence  of  the  infi- 
nitely holy  God.  Along  side  of  this  power  place  mere  notions 
of  worldly  propriety — what  is  called  honor,  or  self-respect,  or 
even  religion  going  no  deeper  than  opinion,  and  they  seem  tri- 
fles light  as  air. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  power  of  religions  conviction  to 
prompt  to  active  labor  for  the  souls  of  men.  To  be  per- 
suaded that  there  is  a  second  death,  such  a  doom  as  Christ  has 
described;  to  be  penetrated  by  divine  love  and  divine  justice 
at  the  same  time ;  to  glow  and  tremble  with  these  troths,  gives 
the  divine,  irresistible  impulse  to  labor,  while  growth  in  grace  and 
into  the  image  of  Christ  works  a  radical  change  in  the  character 
which  thus  becomes  pure  and  transparently  honest.  The  whole 
life  is  now  an  offering  in  work  for  God  and  man,  and  results 
in  the  highest  possible  earthly  enjoyment. 

Here  we  must  seek  the  cure  for  social  and  all  other  evils. 
There  is  hope  nowhere  else,  let  us  do  our  utmost  to  guard 
this  power  as  a  gift  of  heaven ;  as  the  great  engine  of  reform ; 
as  the  axe  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  of  error.  "We  call  on 
the  ninety  thousand  young  men  of  our  Associations  to  aid  in 
lifting  this  vast  and  saving  power  to  its  place  of  rule  in  the 
church,  the  country  and  in  the  world.  Watch  and  warn 
against  errors  that  insinuate  doubts  of  the  divine  origin  of 
this  pure  religion.  Discourage  impure  literature  and  danger- 
ous amusements.  War  against  the  spirit  of  worldliness ;  attack 
fearlessly  the  moral  and  religious  errors  of  the  secular  press, 


atus.     The  tickets  for  the  entire  course  are  only  $3.00,  and  they 
are  made  transferable. 

In  the  Gymnasium  the  work  of  bodily  culture  goes  on  brave- 
ly, a  new  class  having  been  lately  organized.  Monthly  socia- 
bles in  the  parlors,  are  well  attended.  The  Employment  Com- 
mittee find  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness  greatly  enlarged.  In 
these,  and  many  ways  we  cannot 'here  enumerate,  this  new  edi- 
fice at  Washington  has  been  the  instrument  of  good  to  the 
young  men  whom  its  own  attractions  and  the  fidelity  of  the 
Association  have  brought  within  its  walls.  Our  brethren  every- 
where should  be  encouraged  by  such  results  to  labor  with  pa- 
tient persistency  for  an  edifice  which  they  can  make  the  Christian 
home  of  the  young  men  they  are  seeking  to  reach  and  to  save. 


THE  FUNCTION  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

IS  IT  A  PERMANENT   OKB? 

Hate  The  Young  Men's  and  Women's  Christian  Associations 
a  distinct  and  permanent  function  to  perform,  or  is  it  their 
mission  simply  to  suggest  to  the  Church  certain  valuable 
methods  of  Christian  work,  and  then  to  manifest  a  willingness 
to  be  buried  ?  Refusing  to  do  this,  are  they  in  danger  of  out- 
living their  usefulness  ? 

Dr.  Potter,  rector  of  Grace  Church  in  this  city,  while  addres- 
sing a  monthly  meeting  of  the  New  York  Association,  alluded  to 
the  hospitable  uses  of  the  New  Building.  He  had  often  wondered 


|  as,  on  a  dreary  evening,  he  passed  the  cold,  closed  churches 
and  seek  by  every  means  to  bring  civilization  within  the  safe   of  the  city,  how  chill  and  uninviting  they  must  look  to  young 


and  serene  enclosure  of  -a.  .pure  christian  morality.  Let  us 
heartily  welcome-the  advances  of  science,  always  gratefully  re- 
membering that  the  records  of  nature  and  Scripture  are  by  the 
same  hand,  but  being  on  our  guard  against  the  occasional  intol- 
erance and  narrowness  of  scientific  pretenders,  whose  discover 
ics  are  often  out  of  date  before  the  ink  of  their  record  is  dry. 

With  these  high  aims,  let  us  exalt  the  idea  of  the  dhurch  of 
Christ,  drawing  young  men  into  it  by  every  proper  means,  and 
regarding  the  Rooms  of  Christian  Associations  as  so  many  ves- 
tibules to  the  sacred  edifice.  But  above  all,  we  must  seek  to 
feel  and  to  make  others  feel,  that  Christianity  is  only  mighty 
when  it  pervades  character  and  life,  penetrating  to  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart,  and  renewing  the  whole  man. 


THE  NEW  BUILDING  AT  WASHINGTON. 
( Conttnuoljrom  page  25.) 

On  our  first  page  we  give  a  picture  and  description  of  this 
beautiful  Building.  Its  completion  has  proved  an  era  in  the 
history  of  the  Association  at  the  National  Capital.  In  all  de- 
partments of  the  work,  enlargement  and  new  activity  appear. 
In  the  spacious  Lincoln  Hall  of  the  building,  besides  the  usual 
daily  prayer  meeting  from  6  to  7  P.  M.,  a  Union  noon-day  meet- 
ing, begun  in  the  week  of  prayer,  has  been  held  by  the  pastors 
of  the  city ;  also  a  female  prayer  meeting  was  held  during  that 
week  under  the  auspices  ot  the  Women's  Christian  Association, 
from  1  to  2  P.  M.  The  interest  has  warranted  the  continuance 
of  the  noon-day  meeting.  Six  weekly  prayer  meetings  are  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  in  different  parts  of  the 
city. 

A  course  of  twelve  popular  scientific  lectures  was  begun  last 
month.    The  course  will  comprise  the  subjects  of 

Natcbal  History  and  Zoology,  by  Professor  Hawkins,  of 
New  York. 

Chemistry,  by  Professor  Cook,  of  Harvard  University. 

Geology,  by  Professor  Daniels,  of -Chicago. 

They  are  to  be  largely  illustrated  by  the  best  modern  appar- 


men  without  homes  and  friends,  solitary  in  a  crowded  metro- 
polis. He  had  been  saddened  by  seeing  this  repulsive 
and  repelling  attitude  of  the  Church,  and  hailed  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  with  its  cheerful  hospitality,  as 
aiding  to  remove  this  just  reproach. 

But  the  duty  of  extending  such  a  welcome  cannot  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Church.  The  example  of  the  Association  has 
its  legitimate  effect,  when  it  stimulates  the  Churches  to  the  put 
ting  on  of  a  more  inviting  aspect  to  the  Btranger.  They  will  un- 
doubtedly respond  and  lose  much  of  the  repellancy  which  has 
made  it  so  easy  and  almost  necessary  for  the  young  man  to 
wander  into  the  dram  shop,  the  theatre  or  the  gambling  hell. 

The  lecture  rooms  will  be  opened  and  made  inviting,  while 
a  reading  room,  a  library,  and  a  Young  Men's  Association  may  be- 
come part  of  the  machinery  of  each  Church. 

Many  are  inclined  to  think  when  this  pass  is  reached,  that 
the  time  for  the  decent  interment  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  will  have  g ome. 

As  well  might  we  say  that  when  the  Bible  and  Tract  Societies 
had  stimulated  the  printing  and  sale  of  Bibles  and  occasioned  the 
rapid  growth  into  importance  and  enlarged  usefulness  of  the  va- 
rious denominational  Boards  of  Publication,  then  these  venerable 
societies  should  have  passed  away.  The  Sunday-School  Union 
also  has  given  a  fresh  impulse  to  all  denominational  efforts  for 
gathering  children  into  the  school  on  the  Lord's  day,  yet  never 
did  the  field  before  this  Union  Society  appear  wider  or  more 
ripe  to  the  harvest  These  venerable  societies  find  they 
have  a  permanent  function  to  perform  after  their  good  effect 
on  the  various  families  of  disciples  has  been  fully  realized. 

So  it  promises  to  be  with  this  youngest  of  union  organiza- 
tions. Stimulating  all  the  Churches  to  more  wise,  hospitable 
and  kindly  treatment  of  young  men,  it  will  yet  always  find 
that  there  are  multitudes  of  them  who  will  prefer  to  seek  an 
organization  undenominational  in  its  character.  To  these  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  as  now  constituted,  will  in- 
variably extend  a  broad  and  effective  welcome,  and  when  the 
first  religious  impression  has  been  made,  will  lead  them  gently 
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into  the  path  to  that  communion  most  in  harmony  with  their 
convictions.  And  whether  in  this  view  the  union  organization 
should  not  precede  all  others  is  a  question  to  bs  in  every  case 
prayerfully  considered. 

We  claim,  therefore,  for  the  Association,  a  distinct  and  per- 
manent function,  not  yet  perhaps  as  sharply  defined  as  those  of 
the  elder  union  societies,  but  becoming  yearly,  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God,  more  visible  and  pronounced  before  the  Christian 
world. 

The  efficient  activity  of  Christians  working  in  union  is  one  of 
the  remarkable  signs  of  the  times.  To  what  these  movements 
will  grow  we  cannot  tell,  but  they  must  not  and  can  never 
outgrow  the  demonstrative  sympathy  of  the  churches.  On  this 
sentiment  they  feed  and  by  it  they  are  nourished.  Auxiliaries, 
created  by  the  Church  and  owned  of  the  Master,  to  go  into 
"  the  regions  beyond,"  and  to  gather  into  the  fold  multitudes 
out  of  the  reach  of-  Church  organizations,  these  societies 
have  been  supported  by  the  men  most  active  in  each  family  of 
Christians  to  which  they  severally  belong. 

The  field  is  so  broad  as  well  a3  so  ripe,  that  each  society  has 
found  a  distinct  orbit  of  effort  for  which  it  was  specially 
adapted,  and  through  which  it  moves  in  beautiful  harmony 
with  the  entire  system  of  agencies  employed  by  the  Head  of 
the  Church  for  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  Through 
such  on  orbit,  we  believe  tho  Young  Men's  and  Young 
"Women's  Christian  Associations  are  moving,  taking  their 
place  among  sister  agencies,  owned  and  blessed  by  God  in 
the  accomplishment  of  His  gracious  purpose  to  redeem  the 
fallen  race  of  men. 


WHERE  DO  YOU  GO  TO  CHURCH? 

We  venture  to  put  to  our  readers  a  very  practical  and  mo- 
mentous question.  We  assume  that  the  answer  which  some  of 
tbem  must  give,  would  be  of  this  kind,  "  Well,  I  never  let  any 
Sabbath  pass  without  going  somewhere,  but  I  am  not  tied  to 
any  particular  congregation."  To  such,  and  not  to  those  who 
are  settled  in  congregations,  we  submit  some  considerations,  of 
the  value  of  which  they  must  be  the  judges. 

Congregations  are  usually  supported  in  two  ways :  morally 
and  materially.  Morally,  by  persons  allowing  themselves  to  be 
enrolled  and  counted  upon  to  be  present,  and  to  help  make  up 
an  audience.  Materially,  by  their  taking  tho  pecuniary  re- 
sponsibility. Now  if  men  generally  acted  upon  your  plan, 
there  would  be  no  organization  and  no  congregation.  Popular 
preachers  would  have  audiences  more  or  less  numerous ;  indeed, 
far  less  numerous  than  at  present,  for^ho  congregation  must 
always  be  the  great  body  of  the  hearers.  But  there  would  be 
no  congregations ;  you  have  too  much  intelligence  not  to  know 
what  a  calamity  this  would  be.  Then  give  no  countenance  to 
this  "  visiting  around  "  the  churches.  Do  not  become  religious 
gypsies.  Get  a  Sabbath  home  of  your  own,  that  will  be  to 
you  as  a  home  is  to  you  during  the  week,  to  which  you  will  as 
naturally  go  on  the  Lord's  day,  as  you  do  to  your  place  of 
business  on  Saturday  or  Monday. 

Having  resolved  upon  this,  you  have  a  conscientious  judg- 
ment to  form  as  to  the  congregation  you  are  to  select.  Young 
men,  otherwise  prudent,  often  make  a  great  mistake  in  this 
matter.  There  is  a  large,  flourishing,  prosperous  church,  with 
its  pews  nearly  all  let  and  filled.  They  make  a  rush  to  this ; 
sometimes  get  in,  and  are  of  little  account  when  in ;  or  have  to 
wait,  possibly,  till  their  zeal  cools  down ;  and  practically  they 
are  going  nowhere,  because  they  cannot  comfortably  go  there ! 
Meantime,  there  is,  round  the  corner,  a  small  church,  with  a 
pious  and  devoted  minister,  and  a  struggling  congregation,  in 


which  they  would  be  heartily  welcomed  and  be  able  to  do 
good  actively  and  passively.  Young  men,  it  is  your  nature  to 
be  chivalrous.  "  Support  the  weak."  You  have  not  merely  to 
consider  the  good  you  get — make  due  account  of  the  good  you 
are  to  do.  We  are  aware  of  how  pleasant  it  is  to  cover  one's- 
self  with  a  little  of  the  glory  of  a  strong  church.  "  We  give  so 
much  to  missions  in  our  church."  Nor  are  we  ignorant  how 
politic  it  is  sometimes  thought  to  be  to  join  a  rich,  strong 
church  for  business,  or  for  social  purposes.  We  need  not  char- 
acterize this  motive — we  do  not  impute  it  to  you.  It  is  simply 
abominable,  and  we  would  fain  take  a  scourge  of  small  cords 
and  apply  it  to  these  money-changers  in  the  temple.  On  the 
simple  ground  of  the  good  you  may  do,  we  recommend  you  to 
go  to  the  weaker  church. 

In  a  small  and  weak  church  you  are  of  sufficient  importance 
to  cheer  the  minister  by  your  very  presence.  You  can  make 
yourself  felt  in  the  Sabbath-School,  and  among  the  young  men, 
not  by  thrusting  yourself  forward  as  one  who  patronizes  them 
by  being  there,  but  simply  in  consequence  of  their  numbers 
being  small  and  even  one  person  of  consequence.  The  minis- 
ter, not  otherwise  overburdened,  will  find  time  to  give  you  a 
little  notice.  You  grow  up  with  the  congregation,  knowing  it 
and  known  to  it.  You  have  an  interest  in  that  which  has  an 
interest  in  you.  You  acquire  love  for  that  which  you  practi- 
cally aid,  and  some  day  you  may  have  tho  satisfaction  of  saying, 
"  I  joined  that  chnrch  in  its  day  of  conflict,  I  have  been  with 
it  all  through,  and  now  it  is  strong  and  by  God's  blessing  pros- 
perous, and  I  love  it  like  a  part  of  my  own  -circle."'  Such 
men  do  good,  and  they  get  good.  They  are  kept  warm.  They 
have  a  due  strain  upon  their  invention,  efforts,  sympathies  and 
purse,  and  it  makes  them  stronger.  They  arc  missed  when 
absent,  and  so  they  have  a  healthy  inducement  to  go.  They 
are  thinking  of  others,  and  have  more  than  a  personal  interest 
in  their  church  services.  They  are  trading  with  their  talent  to 
the  utmost,  and  one  liecomes  five  in  the  course  of  years,  when, 
if  buried  in  the  depths  of  a  great  congregation,  it  would  never 
have  been  anything  but  one. 


Subjects  fob  Prayer  Meetings. — In  response  to  our  invi- 
tation of  last  month,  we  have  received  a  printed  list  of  the  104 
subjects  to  be  used  at  their  semi-weekly  prayer  meetings  by  the 
Association  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.  We  cull  a  few  of  the  gems  of 
the  collection : 

Christ  in  everything.    Col.  in  :  12-17, 

Attraction  of  the  Cross.    John  III:  14,15,  XH  82,  33, 

Trials  not  Strange.     1  Pet.  IV  :  12-14. 

Perfection  of  Christ's  Atonement.    Hcb.  X :  1-14. 

The  Christian's  Stronghold.    Ps.  XL VI. 

An  Abiding  House.     Hcb.  XI :  18-10,  2  Cor.  V :  1, 

Moses'  Choice.    Heb.  X :  24-26. 

"  I  will !  be  thou  clean  ! "  Matt.  Vni :  1-8,  1  Jno.  1 :  7, 

A  living  Sacrifice.    Rom.  Xn  :  1-8. 

What  think  ye  of  Christ.    Matt.  XXH :  42,  XVI:  18-20. 


A  Good  Suggestion. — Whatever  contributes  to  put  and  keep 
the  churches  in  sympathy  with  our  Associations  and  informed 
of  their  work,  will  always  promote  their  highest  usefulness. 
It  has  been  very  wisely  suggested  that  in  the  new  and  spacious 
buildings  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  that  have 
been  and  are  to  be  erected,  a  room  should  be  designated  for 
the  use  of  the  clergy  of  the  city  or  town,  where  they  might 
feel  free  to  appoint  meetings  for  ministerial  conference.  In  this 
way  the  rooms  and  work  of  the  Association  would  be  kept  more 
prominently  before  the  clergy,  kindly  sympathy  on  both  sides 
would  be  awakened,  and  better  knowledge  of  each  other  would 
dispel  many  groundless  prejudices.  We  commend  this  sug- 
gestion of  one  of  the  ministers  of  New  York,  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  all  the  brethren  in  our  Associations, 
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MORE  ABOUT  THE  CONVENTIONS. 

Connecticut. — Among  the  nine  conventions,  reported  last 
month,  that  of  Connecticut  was  not  included.  The  fourth  An- 
nual Convention  of  this  State  met  in  West  Winsted,  October 
20th,  exchanging  telegraphic  salutations  with  the  Rhode  Island 
Convention  in  session  at  the  same  time  in  Westerly,  R.  I.  Mr. 
Chas.  M.  Wilcox  of  New  London  was  chosen  President.  Sixty- 
one  delegates  representing  fourteen  of  the  forty-one  Associations 
in  the  State  were  present,  but  through  the  aid  of  the  efficient 
chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  Newton  Ful- 
ler, of  New  London,  thirty-four  Associations  were  heard  from. 
In  nine  of  the  reports,  prominent  mention  is  made  of  conversions 
through  the  agency  of  the  Associations.  At  Mystic  Bridge  fif- 
ty, and  at  New  Haven  sixty  have  turned  to  the  Lord.  Another 
prominent  item  in  almost  every  report  was  the  account  of  the 
favor  or  the  indifference  of  the  churches,  instances  of  the  former 
feeling  however  preponderated  and  the  sentiment  of  the  church- 
es is  becoming  more  and  more  sympathetic  with  the  work  and 
objects  of  the  Association. 

A  State  Executive  consisting  of  eight  members  from  the  eight 
counties  was  chosen. 

In  summing  up  the  various  reports  it  appears  that  of  the 
thirty-four  Associations  in  Connecticut  heard  from,  twenty-one 
have  free  reading  rooms,  twelve  have  libraries,  twenty-one  sus- 
tain each  week  one,  and  eight,  two  prayer  meetings ;  eight  have 
had  open-air  meetings,  twenty  bave  mission  prayer  meetings, 
four  carry  on  Sunday-Schools,  and  four  prayer  meetings. 


The  Result  in  Pennsylvania. — Mr.  T.  K.  Crce,  correspond- 
ing member  for  Pennsylvania  writes :  "  Previous  to  the  State 
Convention  at  Williamsport  in  November,  the  Association  work 
languished.  There  were  only  twenty-seven  Associations  in  the 
whole  State ;  many  of  these  existed  only  in  name,  and  sixteen 
Associations  had  abandoned  their  organization.  But  since  the 
Convention  wc  have  received  glorious  reports  from  almost  all  the 
Associations.  Their  meetings  are  much  more  largely  attended, 
several  have  moved  into  new  and  more  commodious  rooms.  In 
some  Associations  meetings  have  been  held  every  evening,  (ex- 
cept Sunday  and  Wednesday),  with  the  most  gratifying  result. 
Eighteen  new  Associations  have  been  fully  organized,  all  of 
which  give  promise  of  good  results.  Four  others  have  held 
meetings  for  organization,  and  in  twenty-six  other  towns  efforts 
are  put  forth  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  organize,  with 
great  hope  of  success.  To  remove  many  misapprehensions  of 
our  work,  we  are  issuing  -10,000  copies  of  "  The  Report  of  the 
Convention,  and  information  relating  to  our  work,  and  how  to 
organize  Associations."  These  will  be  distributed  all  over  the 
State,  more  particularly  in  towns  of  1,000  inhabitants  and  up- 
ward. We  hope  at  our  next  Annual  Convention  to  report  on 
the  rolls  one  hundred  live  Associations  in  our  State. 

A  Convention  of  country  Associations  was  held  in  Lawrence 
County  several  weeks  ago — ten  Associations  were  represented ; 
its  sessions  continued  two  days  and  much  good  was  done.  All 
the  delegates  went  home/enthusiastic  for  the  work  of  which 
they  had  learned  much.  It  is  our  desire  to  have  county  Con- 
ventions in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

New  Jersey. — In  Jersey  City,  on  the  29th  and  80th  of  last 
September,  the  third  annual  Convention  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  met,  electing  C.  C.  Lathrop,  Esq.  of  Newark,  President. 
85  delegates,  representing  17  of  the  27  Associations  in  the 
State,  were  present.  There  are  also  thirty-eight  correspond- 
ing members.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Convention,  tho  27  Asso- 
ciations, report  8,536  members,  2,256  being  active  members.  17 
Associations  have  reading  rooms,  and  all  but  2  report  courses 
of  lectures.  The  oldest  organization  is  at  Trenton,  with  300 
members,  and  a  library  of  4,000  volumes.  The  largest  is  in 
Jersey  City,  with  782  members,  who  have  a  gymnasium  as  well 
as  an  attractive  reading  room.  They  report  40  conversions  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  discussions  were  of  a  practical  character, 
the  spiritual  work  of  tho  Associations  being  specially  empha- 
sized. Dr.  Crosby,  of  New  York,  was  present  and  addressed 
the  brethren  on  this  topic. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  three  Associations  have 
b-jcn  formed — at  Hightstown,  Freehold  and  Mt.  Hollcy. 


The  Sunday  School  Union,  (England),  issues  six  Monthly 
Periodicals.  The  Child's  Own  Magazine,  is  a  half-penny  periodi- 
cal which  circulates  about  800,000  yearly.  The  circulation  of  Kind 
Words,  (for  boys  and  girls),  reaches  over  a  million  and  a  quarter 
yearly.  The  total  of  little  books  for  Uttle  people  circulated  annu- 
ally by  the  Union  is  above  two  millions. 

The  paper  required  for  the  production  of  "  Good  Words'"  "  Good 
Words  for  the  Young,"  and  the  "  Sunday  Magazine,"  amounts  to 
836  tons  a  year ;  nearly  600  persons  are  employed  in  connection 
with  them.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  have  just  become 
the  American  Publishers  of  these  Magazines. 

The  American  Publishers  to-day,  certainly  excel  in  graphic 
illustrations.  First,  we  see  a  picture  in  Every  Saturday,  then  we 
see  it  again  in  Heartii  and  Home,  then  again  in  Harper's  Weekly, 
all  of  the  same  date.  It  first  appeared  in  the  Graphic.  The  pic- 
ture is  called  "  Worn  Out."  We  should  think  it  mu.  The  Inde- 
pendent, therefore,  naturally  regrets  that  this  new  English  illus- 
trated paper  has  come  into  existence,  because  it  offers  a  new  obsta 
cle  to  the  growth  of  art  in  this  country,  inasmuch  as  it  furnishes  a 
new  field  for  the  predatory  exploits  of  our  own  publishers. 

The  Lite  of  Mary  Russell  Mttford,  told  by  TnraanTF  m 
Letters  to  her  Friends,  republished  by  the  Harpers,  in  2  vols., 
is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  biographical  literature  of  to-day.  The 
letters  dated  during  tho  first  half  of  this  century,  abound  in  por- 
traits and  sketches,  literary  anecdotes,  delightful  descriptions  and 
admirable  morsels  of  criticism. 

Thomas  Hughes,  bo  deservedly  famous  for  his  "  School  Days  at 
Rugby,"  is  the  author  of  tho  latest  volume  of  tho  interesting  "  Sun- 
day Library  for  Household  Reading,"  published  by  Messrs.  Mac- 
millan  &  Co.,  London  and  New  York.  The  titlo  of  the  new  book 
is" "  Alfred  the  Great." 

A  fragment  of  about  800  hues  of  an  early  History  of  the  Hoiy 
Grail,  in  alliterative  verse,  has  been  found  in  the  Vernon  MSS.,  in 
the  Bodleian,  by  the  well  known  editor  of  Early  English  Texts,' 
the  Rev.  W.  Skeat.  It  will  go  to  press  at  once,  for  the  Early  Eng- 
lish Text  Society. 

The  current  derivation  and  meaning  of  the  words,  Holy  Grail, 
are  contradicted  by  Sir  George  Bowyer,  in  a  London  paper.  He 
says  that  "  tho  true  interpretation  of  the  word,  Sangrael,  in  the 
original  legend,  is  not  Holy  Qrail,  but  tang  real,  that  is  to  say, 
real  blood,  meaning  the  Real  Blood  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar." 

Professor  Agassiz  has  written  a  letter  denying  that  he  used 
the  contemptuous  expressions  in  regard  to  the  book  of  Genesis, 
which  have  lately  been  attributed  to  him.  He  merely  rejected 
the  interpretation  of  that  book  which  makes  six  thousand  years 
the  age  of  the  world. 

Dickens'  forthcoming  story  is  to  appear  in  Every  Saturday, 
simultaneously  with  its  publication  in  England.  It  also  will  be 
published  in  the  Monthly  Supplement  to  Appleton's  Journal. 

The  American  Bible  Society,  during  the  fifty-three  years  of 
its  existence,  has  distributed  over  25,000,000syolumes. 

Four  Biographies  of  George  Peabody  are  announced  as  in  prep- 
aration. 

RECENT  BOOKS. 

Aleiaitoeb,  Jos.  A.,  Sermons,  8to.,  Scribner,  ti  50. 

Batimo,  Gould,  Origin  and  Development  ol  Religion!  Belief,  12mo^  Appleton,  12. 

Beeouer,  H.  W.,  Sermons,  3d  Series,  8ro.,  Fori  £  Co.,  S3  00. 

Bubb,  Rev.  E.  E  ,  Piter  Mandl,  Onto..  Jftcftoit  <*  Noyee,  »1  SO. 

Cou.ur,  Rev.  R.  L.,  Every  Day  Subjects  In  Sunday  scrraonj.  16mo.,  Am.  Unit.  At. 

Emebson.  R.  W.,  Society  and  Solitude,  12mo.,  Hem,  Ctoovod  <r  Co.,  S3  00.        (ft  00 

Fisher,  G.  P.,  Essays  on  tho  Supernatural  Origin  of  Christianity,  8vo.,  Scribner,  IB 

Gaob,  Kit.  W.  L.,  Studies  In  Bible  Land,  8vo.,  Am.  Trad  Society,  fi  SO. 

Galileo's  Privatb  Life,  Cr.8vo.,  Macmillan,  »800. 

Galtos,  T,  Hereditary  Genius,  8vo.,  Appleton,  $3  SO. 

Greeley,  Horace,  Essays  on  Political  Economy,  ISmo.,  Fields,  Oegood  tt  Co.,  81  90 

Hdobes.  t„  Alfred  the  Great,  Cr.  8vo.,  JfacmUlan,  02  00. 

Jokes,  B.,  Life  and  Letters  of  Michael  Faraday,  i  vols.,  8to„  Ltpptncott,  $13  GO. 

Lba,  H.  Custodies  in  Church  History,  8vo.,  Lea,  $3  78. 


Maurice,  F.  D..  Social  Morality,  8ro.,  Macmillan,  tt  50V 
Notes,  J.  H.,  History  of  American  Socialisms,  8vo.,  " ' 
Ortoh,  James,  The  Andes  and  the  Amason,  Cr.  8vo, 


Pope  (Tub)  and  the  Council,  by  Janus,  ls'mo.,  Robert; 
Poktblli,  PBor.  K.,  Across  America  and  As 


%r 


Asia,  new  ed., 8vo.,  Lemoldi  <t  Sou,  {&, 
-         -'■     "»ootf<t  Cb.,$138. 


Traokbbat's  Miscellanies,  Vol.  5-<lut),  ISmo.,  Fleldr,  Otgt 
Wilsom,  D.  CUATTEjtTOS,  Cr.  8vo.,  Macmillan,  83  90. 
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Imntifir  Stans. 


Pbofessob  J.  Gwyn  Jeffreys,  who  has  been  engaged  in  mak- 
ing deep  sea  soundings,  says  that  daring  his  recent  exploration  he 
cooid  not  detect  the  slightest  trace  of  any  vegetable  organism  at 
a  greater  depth  than  fifteen  fathoms.  "Animal  organisms  of  all 
kinds  and  sizes,  living  or  dead,  were  everywhere  abundant  from  the 
surface  to  the  bottom.  Whence  then  do  oceanic  animals  get  that 
supply  of  carbon  which  terrestrial  and  littoral  or  shallow  water 
animals  derive  directly  or  indirectly  from  plants?  The  usual  the- 
ory, that  all  animals  ultimately  depend  for  their  nourishment  on 
vegetable  life,  seems  not  to  be  applicable  to  the  main  ocean,  and 
consequently  not  to  one-half  of  the  earth's  surface." 

Pbofessob  Ryher  Jones,  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Microscopical  Society,  showed  specimens  of  minute  animals  that 
were  obtained  at  a  depth  of  1,080  fathoms,  near  Sandal  Wood 
Island,  Coast  of  Java.  Some  800  or  000  specimens  of  Foramenifera 
were  found,  exhibiting  nearly  every  form  of  that  animal  hitherto 
found  in  the  bed  of  the  Atlantic 

Benzol  has  been  applied  to  a  somewhat  novel  purpose.  If 
poured  on  a  piece  of  ordinary  paper,  immediate  transparency  is 
produced  to  such  an  extent  as  to  enable  one  to  dispense  entirely 
with  tracing-paper.  On  exposure  to  air,  or,  better,  a  gentle  heat, 
the  liquid  is  entirely  dissipated,  the  paper  recovers  its  opacity,  and 
the  original  design  is  found  to  be  quite  uninjured. . 

A  large  depot  of  petroleum  has  just  been  discovered  in  the 
Caucasus.  It  is  situated  on  the  east  of  the  Caspian,  where  there 
are  large  numbers  of  these  springs,  many  of  them  occuring  in 
close  proximity.  This  new  spring  is  said  to  be  capable  of  produc- 
ing 40,000  livres  daily.  The  American  method  has  recently  been 
adopted  with  the  greatest  success. 

A  necropolis  of  8,000  Megalithlc  graves  at  Rokinia,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Constantine,  contains  skulls  from  which  it  is  inferred  that  the 
Berbers  were  the  original  people  of*  the  Atlas';  and  that  they  do 
not  resemble  any  African  or  Semitic  race,  but  rather  the  earliest 
inhabitants  of  Western  Europe. 


J&asir  ntiu  3rt. 


Archeology.  Last  month  five  musical  instruments  were  un- 
earthed at  Pompeii.  They  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation 
and  ore  somewhat  like  our  clarionet,  the  lower  half  of  the  instru- 
ment is  silver  and  the  upper  half  and  mouth  piece  are  ivory.  Dur- 
ing the  some  month  the  Catacombs  of  Santa  Maria  of  Capua,  were 
to  be  opened,  greatly  to  the  delight  of  the  artist  world,  pictorial 
treasures  being  hoped  for.  These  catacombs  have  remained  tin- 
touched  so  far  because  the  municipal  authorities  objected  to  their 
opening  on  account  of  those  who  died  of  the  plague  some  two  or 
three  hundred  years  ago  being  buried  there.  Thanks  to  the  ef- 
forts and  assurance  of  the  most  eminent  medical  men  of  Naples, 
the  municipality  have  yielded. 

Pietro  Teneran^  sculptor  and  pupil  of  Thorwaldscn  is  dead. 
His  studio  was  a  kind  of  artistic  shrine,  and  the  Italians  placed 
him  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  In  finish  and  execution  he  was 
unrivalled,  surpassing  in  these,  Thorwaldsen.  His  remains  wero 
conducted  with  great  pomp  to  the  church  near  the  Fantana  de 
Trent.  The  procession  was  by  torchlight.  It  consisted  of  fifty 
carriages  axd  a  vast  concourse  of  people  which  completely  blocked 
the  streets. 

Admirers  of  Mb.  Longfellow's  "  Golden  Legend  "  will  be  in- 
terested to  hear  that  it  has  lately  been  made  the  subject  of  a  cantata 
with  overture  by  Mr.  Henry  Qadsby.  The  overture,  is  of  the  de- 
scriptive order  of  music,  intended  to  portray  the  chief  incidents  of 
the  Legend.  This  departure  from  the  old  standard,  will  lead  to 
*<&  -welcome  being  slower.  It  is  said  however  to  be  effective  and 
•fafcazi  in  theme,  while  the  orchestration  is  admirable. 


A  babe  exhibition  of  paintings  by  the  old  masters,  is  now  held 
in  London.  The  collections  of  the  Queen,  the  Cuke  of  Sutherland, 
the  Marquises  of  Westminister  and  Bute,  Lords  Taunton,  and 
Spencer  and  Overstone,  Messrs.  Barre,  KuskinB,  Stocford,  Sanford, 
John  Henderson,  S.  Ball',  and  others,  have  given  their  treasure  at 
the  request  of  the  Academy. 

The  British  Museum  has  bought  the  inestimable  English  Sati- 
rical prints  collected  by  the  late  Mr.  E.  Hawkins.  These  prints  date 
from  the  earliest  period  to  late  in  the  present  century,  and  are  tell- 
ing comments  on  the  virtues  and  weaknesses  of  our  ancestors. 

The  octogenarian,  M.  Auber,  has  just  completed  a  new  opera 
Reve  D'  Amour.    It  disappoints  to  his  admirers. 

At  Shanghai,  the  Germans  gave  a  concert  to  the  Duke  of  Eding- 
burgh,  at  the  Concordia. 


tf  intra  ml  tjpir  tiifa, 


James  Lenox  of  this  city,  the  owner  of  what  is  probably  the 
finest  private  library  in  America,  is  going  to  donate  this  valuable 
collection  to  New  York  city.  Mr.  Lenox  proposes  to  give  $300,000 
and  more,  if  necessary,  to  build  on  a  site  between  72d  and  75th 
Streets,  upon  Central  Pork,  a  magnificent  edifice  to  receive  the  lib- 
rary and  what  shall  be  hereafter  added  to  it ;  for  Mr.  Lenox's  col- 
lection will  only  be  the  nucleus  of  what  will  become,  it  is  hoped 
the  first  library  of  the  country. 

Mrs.  J.  Laurence  Smith,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  James*Guth- 
rie,  intends  conveying  to  the  Managers  of  the  Baptist  Orphans' 
Home,  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  a  lot  in  the  city  worth  $15,000,  and  $5,000 
towards  the  proposed  building. 

Ret  Arthur  Mitchell,  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Chicago,  being  offered  $1,000  more  salary  for  1870,  gave  the  same 
toward  an  enlargement  of  the  house  of  worship  which  shall  di- 
minish the  price  of  pew  rents. 

Mr.  A  T.  Stewart,  has  given  $5,000,  and  twenty-three  other 
gentlemen  in  New  York,  $1,000  each  toward  the  Stanton  relief 
fund. 

A  Benefactor,  whose  name  is  not  published,  has  recently  giv- 
en $25,000  to  the  fund  for  disabled  Presbyterian  ministers.  The 
fund  now  amounts  to  $85,000. 

L.  L.  Greettleaf,  of  Evonston,  111.,  has  bought,  for  $40,000,  a 
valuable  scientific  and  art  library  in  Berlin,  to  present  to  the  North- 
western University  at  Evonston. 

Mayor  Jones,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  has  given  his  salary,  $500, 
toward  a  public  library,  and  if  the  citizens  will  increase  the  amount 
to  $5,000  in  fire  years,  he  will  give  $500  more. 

Putnam  County,  Indiana,  has  given  property  worth  $15,000 
to  the  Indiana  Asbury  University,  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  new 
college  buildings. 

Judge  Alfhonso  Taft,  of  Cincinnati,  gave  Yale  College  a 
Christmas  present  of  $1,000,  to  be  used  for  any  purpose  President 
Woolsey  may  direct. 

One  Scotchman  has  left  £30,000  to  the  Free  Church  College, 
Aberdeen,  chiefly  to  endow  a  Natural  Science  chair.  Another  has 
left  £10,000  to  the  Free  College,  Edinburgh,  for  the  same  purpose. 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence  of  Boston  has  given  $25,000  toward 
establishing  an  art  museum  in  that  city. 

The  Ladies  of  Centre  church,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  sent  in  1869, 
more  than  $4,500  in  clothing  and  and  money  to  eleven  Home 
Missionaries, 

A  lady,  whose  name  is  withheld,  has  given  $10,000  to  the  Bap- 
tist Home  Mission  Society. 

Mb.  Agnew,  a  wealthy  Presbyterian,  recently  paid  half  th« 
debt  of  the  Reformed  church  in  Passaic,  N.  J. — $1,100. 
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Boston  Fair  and  Building  Fund.  Great  Success 
and  no  Baffling.— The  Fair  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  in  aid  of  their  Building  Fund,  held  from  the  17th 
to  25th  December  last,  was  probably  one  of  the  most  successful 
increments  of  the  kind  ever  held.  In  November,  800  ladles 
of  the  several  Churches  responded  to  a  call  for  a  mass  meet- 
ing at  Chickering  Hall.  The  result  was  that  twenty-two 
city  churches,  five  suburban  towns,  together  with  the  boys 
of  the  School  Ship  of  the  State,  the  officers  of  the  State  Prison 
for  the  convicts,  and  South  Hadley  and  Norton  Female  Sem- 
inaries, had  in  all  81  tables  at  the  Fair,  including  the  flower 
stand  and  Refreshments,  which  netted  from  $150  to  $1,800 
each.  A  card,  issued  to  all  the  merchants  asking  donations  of 
goods,  met  with  hearty  approval,  over  $16,000  worth  of  goods 
being  contributed  in  two  weeks.  Among  these  contributions  were 
a  Chickering  Grand  Piano,  a  Mason  &  Hamlin  Cabinet  Organ  and 
all  kinds  of  furniture.  The  fair  has  probably  yielded  $82,000, 
making  a  total  of  $60,000  in  hand  for  building  purposes.  The 
"  committee  of  forty,"  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  to  raise 
$150,000  by  subscription,  are  at  work  and  four  five  thousand  dollar 
subscriptions,  together  with  several  smaller  ones  are  already  made. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  raise  the  "  fund  "  to  $200,000 
cash,  and  in  the  purchase  of  land  and  building  not  to  exceed 
$250,000  in  cost;  leaving  a  mortgage  of  $50,000  upon  the  build- 
ing. We  have  not  been  able  to  secure  a  lot  in  the  desired  location, 
viz. :  on  the  line  of  the  Common  on  Tremont  street.  We  have 
been  greatly  blessed  in  our  efforts  for  the  spiritual  well-being  of 
the  young  men,  having  four  successful  daily  meetings,  all  largely 
attended,  and  converts  daily.  But  we  have  too  few  attractions 
at  present  for  those  who  care  nothing  for  religion.  This  Associa- 
tion was  the  first  in  America  to  adopt  the  plan  of  securing  a 
building  at  its  own,  and  had  a  fund  of  $16,000  over  eleven  years 
ago.  It  is  now  an  occasion  of  regret  with  us  that,  when  completed, 
our  building  numbers  the  twelfth,  in  place  of  the  first  in  the 
country,  as  it  might  and  should  have  been.  In  closing  let  me  add 
that  the  committee  on  the  Fair  adopted  this  rule :  "No  article 
shall  be  sold  by  raffle  or  lottery,"  also  that  "  the  goods  shall  be 
sold  at  reasonable  prices."  The  grand  success  of  this  Fair  has 
done  very  much  to  create  an  interest  in  our  work,  and  to  enlist 
the  sympathy  of  business  firms  in  our  subscriptions.  This  Fair  was 
a  beautiful  illustration  of  Evangelical  union.  Brethren  of  different 
denominations  who  had  never  spoken  to  each  other  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  work  of  their  sister  denominations,  were  here  brought 
into  friendly  intercourse  for  days,  and  seemed  like  brethren  of  one 
church,  as  indeed  they  were  bound  by  one  common  bond,  even 
their  love  to  Christ.  I  am  for  a  well  managed  fair  for  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations ;  it  awakens  universal  interest  in  the 
Association  in  any  community  where  held.        L.  P.  Rowland,  Sec. 

Young  Men's  Home  in  Pittsburg.— The  following  ac- 
count of  this  excellent  institution  is  given  in  the  Monthly  Record 
published  by  the  Philadelphia  Association : 

'•  The  Home  was  organized  in  the  severe  winter  of  1866-67,  in  an 
old  carriage  factory,  a  large  building  given  us  for  the  purpose, 
rent  free. 

"  At  the  time  it  opened,  5,000  men  willing  to  work,  but  a  large 
number  of  whom  were  strangers  in  the  city,  were  attracted  by  the 
report  of  plenty  of  work.  At  first  our  doors  were  open  to  all  who  had 
no  homes  in  the  city,  whether  worthy  or  not.  Those  who  could  pay 
we  charged  ten  cents  per  meal.  Those  who  could  not,  we  gave 
supper  and  breakfast  free.  All  were  lodged  free.  During  four 
months  we  received  1,700  men.  The  average  stay  of  each  was  ten 
days.  We  furnished  50,000  meals,  gave  clothing  to  200,  procured 
work  for  400,  sent  30  to  the  hospitals,  and  sent  80  to  their  homes. 
We  received  from  the  inmates  $600  for  boarding,  and  the  total  ex- 
pense to  our  treasury  was  $550.      We  received  liberal  donations 


of  provisions  and  groceries  from  our  merchants  and  others,  and 
the  clothing  was  all  donated.  We  never  solicited  contributions  of 
cash,  yet  at  the  close  of  the  season  we  had  over  $500  in  our  treasury. 
We  held  a  prayer  meeting  from  nine  to  ten  o'clock  each  evening,  in 
which  we  had  an  aggregate  attendance  in  four  months  of  over 
20,000. 

Many  we  trust  were  brought  out  of  darkness  into  light.  The 
officials  of  the  city  noted  a  marked  decreas  e  of  crime  and  drunken- 
ness from  the  time  our  Home  was  opened.  We  are  now  bnilding  a 
permanent  Home  on  a  lot  costing  $12,000.  A  large  four  story  build- 
ing costing  $12,000,  is  being  erected,  which  will  be  a  back  build- 
ing when  we  get  money  to  put  up  our  main  building.  We  have 
been  open  during  the  past  year,  but  our  space  has  been  limited,  yet 
a  grand  work  has  been  done.  Street  begging  by  men  has  been 
entirely  stopped,  and  many  have  been  brought  under  the  influence 
of  the  gospel.  In  connection  with  it  during  the  summer  we 
had  two  free  bath  houses,  giving  in  two  months  80,000  baths." 

T.  K.  c. 
A  Good  Beginning  in  Freehold,  X.  J.—  This  young 
and  beautiful  city,  with  vigorous  churches  and  equally  vigorous 
taverns  and  drinking  saloons,  but  without  any  public  hall,  was  ripe 
for  the  organization  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
At  a  union  meeting  of  the  churches,  held  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  on  Sunday,  January  16th,  a  committee  was  appointed  who 
on  the  21st  organized  a  promising  Association,  five  churches  co- 
operating in  the  good  work.  A  second  crowded  union  meeting, 
January  23d,  in  the  Baptist  church,  ratified  this  action  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  four  pastors  of  the  Presbyterian,  Baptist,  Reformed 
and  Methodist  churches  were  present  and  took  part  in  the  exercises, 
pledging  their  cordial  co-operation.  The  meeting  was  also  ad- 
dressed on  behalf  of  the  International  Executive  Committee,  by 
R.  C.  Morse,  Editor  of  the  Association  Mohthly,  D.  C.  English, 
M.  D.,  President  of  tho  New  Brunswick  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  and  Mr.  Anderson  of  Rutgers  College.  The  last  two 
speakers  brought  cheering  news  from  New  Brunswick,  whore  a 
blessed  revival,  begun  in  the  Association,  has  spread  throughout 
the  entire  community.  Rev.  Mr.  Chandler,  pastor  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  made  a  few  remarks  at  the  close,  urging  the  raising 
of  $1,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  first  year.  A  collection 
was  then  taken  up,  and  the  audience  dispersed,  manifesting  every 
token  of  deep  interest  in  tho  new  undertaking. 

TJie  Year's  Work  in  Baltimore.— The  annual  report  of 
the  Baltimore  Association  presented  by  the  official  secretary,  Mr. 
J.  G.  Bergen,  presents  an  encouraging  retrospect  of  work  accom 
plished.  Tho  Rooms  have  been  well  attended,  and  an  interesting 
course  of  free  lectures  have  been  listened  to  by  numerous  audiences. 
An  elocution  class  under  Prof.  P.  R.  Lovejoy,  has  been  successful. 
The  Employment  Tract  and  Visiting  Committees  have  been  indus- 
trious, in  gathering  children  into  Sunday  schools  in  two  sec- 
tions of  the  city ;  much  good  has  been  done  at  the  open-air  meet 
ings  during  the  spring  and  summer,  and  at  the  Sunday  afternoon 
and  Monday  and  Saturday  evening  prayer  meetings,  an  encourag- 
ing interest  has  prevailed. 

A  Young  Woman's  Christian  Association,  which  we  notice  in 
another  place,  has  been  formed  as  an  auxiliary  during  the  year. 
50,000  copies  of  The  Good  Newt,  a  periodical  of  the  Association,  have 
been  put  into  circulation  since  March. 

The  Treasurer  has  received  $8,844.98  and  has  disbursed  $18.11 
more  than  this  sum.  Mr.  John  C.  Bridges  declining  a  renomina- 
tion  to  the  Presidency,  Mr.  G.  S.  Griffith,  Jr.,  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent for  theyear.  S.  W.  Y.  Hopper  and  J.  D.  Michael,  Vice-pres- 
idents; R.  W.Owens  Recording  and  W.  Glass  Corresponding,  and 
J.  G.  Bergen,  Official  Secretaries. 

A  strong  appeal  is  made  in  the  report  for  "  a  grand  hall  which 
should  be  to  every  tempted  young  man  in  this  great  city  what  the 
lighthoute  is  to  the  mariner  on  the  angry  billows  of  the  ocean." 
This  appeal  should  meet  with  a  hearty  response  from  the  Christian 
men  of  Baltimore,  who  must  soon  furnish  for  the  young  men  flock- 
ing into  their  city,  a  cheerful  Christian  home. 

"  The  Baltimore  Association  has  on  its  rolls  more  than  800  mem- 
bers. We  expect  to  double  our  membership  in  the  next  six  months. 
We  are  determined  to  build  a  hall  as  soon  as  such  an  enterprise  is 
practicable." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[Feb. 


The  New  York  Association.  Prayer  Meetings, 
Lectures,  Classes. — Good  progress  has  been  made  the  past 
month  toward  organizing  efficiently  for  the  use  and  appropriation 
of  the  new  building.  A  daily  afternoon  prayer  meeting  from  8} 
to  4 J  o'clock,  has  been  continued  since  the  week  of  prayer  with 
manifest  tokens  of  the  divine  presence  and  favor. 

The  brilliant  and  instructive  course  of  lectures  by  Professor 
Doremus,  on  the  harmony  of  the  Mosaic  and  Scientific  accounts  of 
the  Creation,  illustrated  by  elaborate  experiments,  costing  $3,000, 
have  been  attended  by  crowded  audiences.  The  proceeds,  which 
are  to  be  given  toward  paying  for  the  furniture  of  the  building,  will 
be  nearly  $3,000. 

Hereafter,  the  lectures  delivered  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Lecture  Committee  are  to  be  free  to  members  of  the  Association. 
Classes  in  German,  French,  Bookkeeping,  Writing,  Vocal  Music, 
and  Gymnastics  have  been  formed.  By  purchasing  a  general  ticket, 
costing  $3.00,  each  member  becomes  entitled  to  admission  to  all  the 
classes,  to  the  general  lectures  and  concerts,  and  to  the  use  of  the 
gymnasium,  bowling  alley  and  baths,  for  one  year. 

At  the  monthly  sociable,  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  new  building-, 
the  second  Monday  evening  of  each  month,  a  select  concert  is  to 
be  given  in  the  large  hall.  At  the  last  monthly  meeting  the  names 
of  815  new  members  were  presented  for  election. 

The  Literary  Society  of  the  New  York  Association  held  a 
public  debate  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  new  building,  Monday 
evening,  January  17th,  on  the  question  "Qught  the  reading 
of  the  Bible  to  be  excluded  from  the  Public  Schools?"  The 
exorciso  began  with  an  excellent  essay,  on  Beethoven,  by  Z. 
S.  Sampson.  A  Chronicle  carefully  viewing  the  most  important 
events  which  have  recently  transpired  at  home  and  in  Europe, 
was  reed  by  Jno.  Proffatt.  The  dobate  on  the  question  above 
named,  was  opened  in  the  affirmative  by  F.  Forbes,  and  in  the  ne- 
gative, by  R.  B.  Pool.  The  discussion  was  animated,  the  negative 
side  being  particularly  well  sustained.  Avery  good  audience  was 
present. 

Cheering  News  from  Memphis. — As  a  result  of  the  for- 
mation last  November  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 'in 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  the  Week  of  Prayer  was,  for  the  first  time,  gener- 
ally observed  in  that  city.  In  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  cen- 
trally located,  large  and  interesting  meetings  were  held  and  have 
been  since  continued  as  a  regular  daily  noon-prayer  meeting.  This 
service  has  been  very  largely  attended,  the  average  number  pres- 
ent being  full  two  hundred.  The  good  work  gives  fair  promise  of 
effecting  enduring  results  in  the  saving  of  many  souls.  The 
membership  of  the  Association  has  increased  rapidly.  About  two 
hundred  have  already  enrolled  themselves,  and  the  brethren  de- 
sire to  organize  speedily  and  effectively  for  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  of  tue  Master. 

Pastors  coroperating  in  Bed  Wing,  Minn.— The  pas- 
tor of  a  church  in  Rod  Wing,  Minn.,  writes  thus  cheeringly :  "  We 
havo  regularly  sustained  a  doily  prayer  meeting  since  we  se- 
cured rooms  for  the  use  of  our  Association,  eighteen  months  ago. 
From  fifteen  to  twenty-Svo  ore  now  in  attendance,  and  this  meeting 
is  a  source  of  very  helpful  influence  in  our  churches.  Our  aim  as 
pastors  is,  to  persuade  all  the  members  of  our  churches  to  attend 
at  letut  once  a  week. 

"  We  havo  a  Reading  Room  well  supplied  with  dailv.  weekly 
and  monthly  journals,  in  addition  to  a  Library  of  over  300  volumes. 
"  This  winter  we  had  a  courso  of  lectures,  beside  the  weekly  ex- 
ercises of  our  Literary  Society.  The  latter  gave  a  public  literary  en- 
tertainment this  week,  with  tho  proceeds  of  which  on  organ  has 
been  purchased." 

(food  News  from  Farmington,  N.  IT.— A  correspond- 
ent writes  from  this  place:  "In  the  meetings  lately  held  by  the 
Association  hero,  there  were  nineteen  conversion!,  besides  ten' 
wanderers  reclaimed.  In  the  young  peoples'  meetings  there  havo 
been  seven  conversions  and  two  wanderers  reclaimed.  They  seem 
to  be  very  earnest  and  give  good  evidence  of  a  renewed  heart.    A 


remarkable  instance  among  those  who  have  found  Jesus,  is  that 
of  a  dear  old  lady  who,  to  use  her  own  language  '  had  been  living 
four  years  on  borrowed  time,'  being  seventy-four  years  old.  We 
have  since  heard  her  speak  of  Jesus  and  his  love,  and  entreat  those 
in  the  morning  of  life  to  seek  him.  Some  six  weeks  ago  we  had 
our  first  'social*  meeting  at  our  rooms,  when  our  friends  at 
Milton  presented  us  with  a  beautiful  copy  of  the  Bible." 

Union  Christian  Conventions  were  held  Dec.  15  and 
Jan.  5,  in  Conway,  and  Peru,  Vt.,  under  direction  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  of  these  towns.  The  Churches  cordially 
co-operated.  Practical  and  profitable  discussions  were  engaged  in  ; 
the  themes  being  Personal  Consecration,  Domestic  and  Social  Re- 
ligion, Working  Power  of  the  Church,  The  Sphere  of  Woman's  Ac- 
tivity, The  Prayer  Meeting  and  kindred  topics.  Many  Ministers 
were  present  and  took  part,  and  the  glow  and  fervor  of  the  sessions 
kindled  an  interest  in  religion  which  promises  to  make  enduring 
impression. 

The  Work  begun  in  PeeJcskiU.—A  correspondent  writes  en- 
couragingly of  the  beginning  of  an  Association  in  Peekskill,  N.  Y. 
"  Tho  movement  was  started  last  November,  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Robert- 
son, being  chosen  President.  We  have  had  up-hill  work.  But  all 
who  were  at  the  organization  have  proved  earnest,  faithful  work- 
ers, and  to  this,  wo  attribute  our  success  thus  far.  During  the 
week  of  prayer  we  established  noon-day  prayer  meetings,  and  were 
encouraged  to  continue  them  through  another  week.  We  have  no 
rooms  yet,  bat  are  working  with  the  churches,  and  holding  meet- 
ings in  the  lecture  rooms.    We  number  40  members  " 

New  Associations  have  been  lately  formed  in  Charlotte, 
Vt.,  Mr.  H.  M.  McNeil,  President,  and  in  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
The  colored  brethern  in  South  Carolina  are  specially  active  in 
Association  work.  Their  Associations  in  Charleston,  and  Columbia 
report  progress,  while  new  organizations Jiave  been  lately  effected 
at  no  less  than  five  places  in  this  State,  viz :  Winnsborough,  Ab- 
besville,  Cokesburg,  Lewisvillo  and  Portsmouth. 

New  Booms.— The  Fair  Haven  (Vt.)  Association  last  Decem- 
ber moved  into  commodious  rooms  in  the  new  Bank  building  of 
that  place.  The  clergymen  of  the  different  churches  were  present 
and  made  appropriate  addresses.  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker  of  Castieton  of-  ' 
fered  the  prayer  of  dedication.  At  the  annual  meeting,  January 
10th,  1870,  W.  J.  Mills,  Esq.,  was  chosen  President,  Mr.  ChasHow 
ard,  vice-President,  and  Messrs.  G.  D.  Spencer  and  F.  H.  Shepard, 
Secretaries. 

The  Day  of  Prayer.— Notices  of  the  observance  of  the  sec- 
ond Lord's  day  in  November,  as  a  day  of  Prayer,  for  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  continue  to  reach  us.  Almost  every- 
where the  clergy  gave  a  cordial  response  to  the  invitation  to  preach 
on  the  work  of  the  Associations.  In  Philadelphia,  a  circular  was 
sent  to  the  various  ministers  and  upwards  of  36  sermons  were 
preached  on  the  day  in  various  pulpits  of  the  city  of  Brotherly 
Love.  In  the  case  of  small  towns,  a  general  meeting  was  often 
held,  the  different  churches  courteously  yielding  the  hour  usually 
occupied  by  their  own  service.  In  Rochester,  Minn.,  two  meetings 
were  held  at  6  a.  m.  and  6  p.  m. 


WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 
Industrial  School,  the  Jail,  Street  Begging.— Formed 
more  than  two  years  ago,  the  Young  Ladies  Christian  Association 
in  Burlington  Vt.,  of  which  we  made  mention  last  month,  is 
manifesting  undiminished  activity  in  its  work.  "  The  Industrial 
school,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "  is  particularly  successful  this  win- 
ter. Tho  first  division,  composed  of  the  older  girls  who  can  sew 
tolerably  well,  is  made  in  a  measure,  self-supporting,  by  allowing 
the  girls  to  purchase  the  garments  they  make,  at  half  the  price  of 
material.  As  they  improve,  they  are  allowed  to  take  in  work,  for 
which  they  receive  the  entire  proceeds,  at  two-thirds  the  usual 
rate.  A  new  feature,  this  winter,  is  a  sewing  machine,  which  the 
best  hand  sewers  are  taught  to  run,  thus  giving  them  the  means  of 
earning  their  own  livelihood. 
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"  In  the  second  division  of  email  children,  tho  children  purchase 
the  garments  they  make,  and  the  second-hand  clothing  sent  in, 
with  the  tickets  given  them  for  punctual  attendance  and  good  be- 
havior -while  there. 

"  And  while  helping  to  clothe  the  needy,  we  attempt  to  blend  in- 
struction for  the  mind  and  heart,  with  that  for  the  hands,  though 
we  do  Dot  find  it  politic  to  venture  much  in  the  way  of  direct 
teaching. 

"  Our  work  at  the  jail,  owing  to  the  defects  in  our  present  jail 
system,  is  not  very  encouraging.  What  we  need  is  a  reformatory 
institution,  or  workshop  for  girls,  instead  of  a  place  where  '  Sa- 
tan finds  some  mischief  still  for  idle  hands  to  do.' 

"  Street  Begging 'is  suppressed  in  the  following  manner.  We  have 
established  a  soup-house,  where  at  least  one  good  meal  per  day  is 
furnished  to  each  poor  person.  During  the  continuance  of  this, 
street  begging  is  not  permitted  in  the  city.  The  city  is  also  divid- 
ed into  districts  which  are  canvassed  by  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Needy  families  are  sought  out,  and  food,  clothing,  or  medi- 
cine, supplied  to  them.  Thus  while  relieving  the  necessities  of  the 
worthy  poor,  we  defend  ourselves  against  the  imposition  of  street 
begging.  Our  weekly  prayer  meeting  Tuesday,  from  4  to  5 
P.  M.,  has  an  overage  attendanco  of  twenty-five." 

Active  Labor  in  Lynn. — The  Women's  Union  for  Chris- 
tian work  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  was  formed  last  October.  The  spiritual, 
moral,  intellectual  and  bodily  welfare  of  tho  women  of  Lynn,  is 
their  object ;  special  effort  being  directed  to  those  young  women, 
who  come  to  that  large  manufacturing  town  for  employment.  To 
guard  them  against  temptation,  to  secure  them  good  boarding 
houses,  to  find  them  proper  employment,  to  offer  them  a  pleasant 
library  and  reading  room,  where  they  also  are  welcomed  to  classes 
in  writing,  drawing,  needle  work,  music  and  wax  work  and  finally 
to  visit  the  sick  and  poor  among  them,  is  the  work  which  engross- 
es the  benevolent  energies  of  tho  ladies  of  this  Association.  Enu- 
merating these  objects  a  correspondent  from  Lynn  adds : 
-"  Our  membership,  is  now  200  and  is  increasing  every  month. 
They  arc  composed  of  members  of  all  evangelical  churches.  At 
the  invitation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  of  our 
city,  we  unite  with  them  in  their  devotional  meetings.  These 
have  resulted  in  deep  religious  interest  and  in  several  conversions. 
Measures  have  been  taken  to  establish  a  Young  Women's  Board- 
ing House  of  a  first  class  character,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
success  in  this  enterprise."  The  provision  of  a  placo  where  board 
and  lodging  can  be  obtained,  is  as  wise  as  it  is  useful  and  benefi- 
cial to  young  women  who  aro  earning  their  livelihood. 

Tlie  Work  and  Building  Fund  in  Hartford.— Tho 

semi-annual  report  of  the  Hartford  Women's  Christian  Association, 
statest  hat  the  membership  numbers  500 ;  the  average  attendance 
at  the  Bible  class  has  been  27.  Deep  religious  interest  pervades 
the  meetings.  Of  85  women  applying  for  employment,  places  have 
been  secured  for  58. 

The  building  fund  needed  for  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  the  As- 
sociation, is  (80,000.  More  than  a  quarter  of  this,  $8,000,  has  been 
subscribed,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  liberality  of  the  citizens  of  Hart- 
ford, will  speedily  make  possible  the  building  of*  so  beneficient 
an  institution.  In  all  onr  cities  a  Christian  home  for  young  wo 
men,  seems  in  many  respects  even  more  imperatively  demanded 
than  a  similar  refuge  for  young  men. 

Work  by  the  Ladies  of  Newark.— Tho  sixth  annual  re- 
part  of  the  Newark  (N.  J.)  Female  Charitable  Society,  states  that 
great  effort  has  been  made  the  past  year  to  sift  applications  for  re- 
lief, and  to  arrest  as  far  as  possible  that  terrible  mischief,  misap- 
plied charity,  which  is  making  the  demoralizing  trade  of  pauper- 
ism so  profitable. 

Daring  tho  year,  these  ladies  have  visited  and  aided  220  families 
comprising  over  a  thousand  inditidxtals.  Some  few  of  these  aro  en- 
tirely dependent  on  charity— old,  sick,  helpless  and  alone  in  the 
world  ;  over  100  were  widows ;  80  tons  of  coal,  $  1.100  worth  of 
groceries  and  $858  in  cash,  constitute  the  outlay  of  the  year.  The 
entire  sum  expended  being,  $2,117. 


Ladies'  Christian  Union  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

An  outgrowth  of  the  great  religious  awakening  of  1857,  this  Un- 
ion aims  to  "  cultivate  personal  spirituality  in  women,  holding 
weekly  devotional  meetings."  In  1860,  it  opened  the  first "  Home  " 
for  Young  Women  ever  established  in  this  country.  Since  the  first 
observance  of  the  "Week  ol  Prayer"  throughout  the  Christian 
world,  this  society  has  consecrated  that  sacred  season  to  daily  meet- 
ings for  prayer,  which  have  had  an  attendance  of  ladies,  ranging 
from  fifty  to  three  hundred. 

These  facts  and  many  interesting  testimonials  to  the  good  done 
in  these  devotional  meetings  are  recited  in  a  letter,  published  in 
the  Baltimore  Good  News,  from  the  Union  to  the  Baltimore  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association.  The  letter  closes  with  a  cordial 
invitation  to  "  visit  the  Young  Women's  Homo  on  Friday  morn- 
ings, No.  27  Washington  Square*  North,  and  to  join  the  circle  for 
prayer  on  Wednesday,  at  11  A.  M.,  in  the  social  parlors  of  tbe  Broad- 
way Tabernacle  Church,  34th  St.,  cor.  6f  6th  Avenue." 

Activity  in  Baltimore.— 'The  yearly  reports  of  the  Bal- 
timore Young  Men's  Christian  Association  says: — "One  of  the 
most  gratifying  events  of  the  year  has  been  the  organization 
of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  of  this  city, 
an  auxiliary  to  ours.  This  Association  was  formed  just  after 
our  last  anniversary,  while  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 
was  in  the  city,  whose  zeal  and  words  of  wisdom  proved  efficient 
in  bringing  about  the  event.  Although  in  the  first  year 
of  its  history,  it  has  already  proved  a  blessing  to  the  city.  At  the 
late  Fair,  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  Maryland  Inebriate  Asylum, 
this  Association  placed  in  tho  hands  of  the  Board  of  Managers  near- 
ly $2,000;  and  hundreds  who  would  otherwise  have  been  un- 
reached by  words  of  sympathy,  the  hand  of  charity  and  the  bread 
of  life,  have  been  blessed  through  the  instrumentality  of  these 
Christian  ladies." 

A  Woman's  Citkistias  Association  has  been  lately  formed  in 
Montpelicr,  Vt. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Anniversary  at  Montreal. — The  18th  anniversary  of  the 
Montreal  Association  was  observed  December  21st,  by  an  audience 
that  crowded  the  large  Mechanic's  Hall  in  that  city.  The  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  T.  J.  Claxton,  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  clergy  of  the 
city  were  quite  fully  represented  on  tho  platform.  Telegraphic  sa- 
lutations were  received  from  New  York,  Toronto,  Halifax  and  Bos- 
ton. 

The  annual  report  was  a  gratifying  documont.  During  the  year 
150  new  members  have  been  received.  There  have  been  many  re- 
movals, so  that  the  total  membership  is  greater  by  only  51 
than  it  was  the  year  before.  The  present  reading-room  has  been 
patronized  beyond  precedent.  The  library  has  been  increased  by 
the  addition  of  68  volumes ;  the  reference  library  is  attracting  more 
attention  than  heretofore.  Over  100  visits  are  paid  to  the  reading- 
room  daily.  The  circulating  library  contains  1,569,  and  tho  refer- 
ence library  225  volumes. 

The  various  meetings  of  the  Association  have  been  regularly 
sustained. 

During  last  winter  seven  cottage  meetings  were  regularly 
held,  and  some  of  them  continued  until  late  in  the  summer.  The 
work  of  tract  distribution  on  Sabbath  mornings  among  the  sailors 
was  commenced  early  in  May,  ond  continued  through  the  season — 
the  distributors,  as  far  as  possible,  visiting  every  vessel  in  port. 
Open-air  services  on  the  wharves  were  kept  up  until  the  weather 
rendered  them  impracticable.  The  faithful  missionary  of  the  As- 
sociation, Mr  Millen,  continues  to  labor  among  the  poor,  the  sail- 
ors at  the  hospital,  and  other  public  charities. 

Financially  the  Association  need  $500  to  square  accounts. 

The  chairman  after  reading  extracts  from  the  report,  said  that  he 
■trusted  Borne  wealthy  Montreal  merchant  seeing  the  inconvenien- 
ces under  which  the  Association  is  laboring  for  lack  of  a  proper 
building,  would  donate  $5,000  or  $10,000  for  the  building  of  a 
house  and  home  for  young  men. 

Earnest  addresses  were  then  made  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Carmichael, 
J.  W.  Gibson,  and  by  R.  W.  Pearson,  Esq. 
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Prospects  of  the  World's  Conference  in  New  York.— 

Says  Dr.  Schaff  in  the  report  of  his  late  visit  to  Europe,  which  has 
just  been  published :  "  To  bring  Europe  and  America  together  in 
Christ  for  closer  union  and  fellowship,  for  a  better  mutual  under- 
standing, for  a  united  testimony  against  unbelief  and  false  belief, 
for  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good  will  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  for  encouragement  in  every  good  work  for  the  great 
Master— this  is  the  object  of  the  New  York  Conference  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance.  *  *  *  *  *  "From  our  own  country 
we  can,  without  much  difficulty,  secure  the  attendance  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  all  States  and  denominations.  From  Europe 
we  may  see  one  or  two  hundred  delegates ;  we  will  welcome  cor- 
dially, even  five  hundred  or  a  thousand.  But  if  we  get  only 
twenty  or  thirty  truly  representative  men  from  Great  Britain, 
Germany,  France,  Holland,  and  Switzerland,  with  the  matured 
results  of  their  life-long  study  and  experience,  they  will  carry  the 
influence  of  the  meetiDg  to  every  country  and  Church  in  tho 
old  world." 

A  vbbt  sprarrED  meeting  in  behalf  of  the  Evangelical  Alli- 
ance was  held  in  Washington  City,  Jan.  17, 1870,  at  which  elo- 
quent addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schaff,  of  New 
York,  and  Bev.  Dr.  Schenck,  of  Brooklyn. 

Letters  hate  been  received  from  several  distinguished  men 
abroad,  expressing  their  purpose  to  attend  the  General  Conference 
in  New  York,  in  September  next. 

giMe  jtoittitt. 

The  Bible  its  own  witness.— Dr.  W.  A.  P.  Martin.  Profes- 
sor in  the  University  at  Pekin,  China,  writes  to  the  Bible  Record : 
"  Rev.  Mr.  Burdon  in  a  recent  tour,  met  with  an  intelligent  man,  who, 
years  ago  obtained  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures,  and  before  he  ever  saw  a 
Missionary,  derived  from  the  Bible,  alone,  a  profound  impression  of 
the  truth  of  the  religion  which  it  teaches.  He  recited  from  memory 
more  than  one  half  of  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  a  precious  mor- 
sel, which  to  him  was  worth  more  than  all  the  philosophy  of  Chi- 
na" 

Rev.  Db.  Wm.  J.  R.  Taylob,  since  1862  one  of  the  correspond- 
ing secretaries  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  terminated  his  offi 
cial  connection  with  the  Society,  Jan.  1st  He  became  pastor  of  the 
Clinton  Avenue  Reformed  Church  of  Newark,  N.  J. 

The  Bbookxtn  Crrr  Bible  Society,  at  their  late  20th  An- 
niversary, reported  $8,855  as  the  receipts  of  the  year,  and  were  ad- 
dressed by  B«v.  R.  S.  Storrs,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  C.  H.  Everest. 

A  LATE  Bible  canvass  of  Omaha,  reaching  5,396  families,  beside 
1,293  individuals,  discovered  957  families  and  849  persons  destitute 
of  the  Bible,  which  was  supplied  to  147  families  and  122  individuals. 


®rart  £ocirtt«. 

Tracts  for  Circus  Programmes.— A  resident  of  Arkan- 
sas, formerly  a  Sabbath  School  teacher  in  this  city,  supplied  with 
helps  from  the  American  Tract  Society,  stationed  himself  near  the 
entrance  of  a  circus  and  gave  each  one  passing  a  tract.  They  were 
as  eagerly  taken  as  if  they  had  been  programmes,  and  many  were 
read  before  or  during  the  performance.  The  good  results  of  this 
were  subsequently  appeared  in  the  reformed  lives  of  several  who 
effort  arrested  in  their  evil  course  by  these  printed  words  of  warn- 
ing. 

The  Jfew  Store.— The  store  lately  opened  by  the  Tract  So- 
ciety in  the  new  building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion is  rapidly  becoming  a  favorite  resort  for  book  buyers.  Relig- 
ious and  devotional  volumes  not  only  those  published  by  the  So- 
ciety but  many  others  well  selected  from  the  issues  of  the  vari- 
ous denominational  Boards  are  to  be  found  for  sale  here. 


27m?  Gospel  for  the  Poor. — Union  Missionary  colportage 
has  been  extensively  used  since  the  close  of  the  war  by  the  Amer- 
ican Tract  Society  among  the  destitute  whites  and  freedmen  of  the 
South.  During  last  year  10}  of  these  laborers  were  employed  in 
that  field,  and  in  more  or  less  direct  connection  with  their  efforts 
and  the  books  and  tracts  circulated,  over  8,100  hopeful  conver- 
sions have  been  reported. 

^mwintn  jtattfoy  jfalwol  ttntott. 

Progress  in  Minnesota.— The  Mission  work  in  Minnesota 
prospers.  The  Schools  catch  the  Missionary  idea  from  their  East- 
ern helpers,  and  Gleaners  Societies  are  being  founded  all  over  the 
State.  Eight  Schools  gleaned  last  year  282  bushels  of  wheat. 
Two  little  brothers  gathered  &}  bushels,  one  little  girl  9,  and  an- 
other 5  bushels.  Poorly  supplied  as  they  are  with  books,  they 
devote  one-quarter  of  the  proceeds  of  their  gleaning  to  starting  new 
schools  beyond  them. 

Mr.  Badger  of  the  Union,  started  nine  new  schools  in  the  woods 
of  Lebanon  County,  Minnesota,  in  two  and  one-half  months.  Of 
eight  started  in  the  summer  of  1868,  all  are  alive  and  flourishing 
save  one,  and  this  was  disbanded  for  want  of  a  place  to  hold  it  It 
was  revived  after  the  completion  of  the  school-house.  Several  of 
the  schools  have  been  blessed  with  precious  revivals.  These  little 
schools  have  been  their  only  means  of  grace,  yet  many  of  the  par- 
ents have  been  hopefully  brought  to  Christ. 

A  little  girl  on  the  western  frontier  very  innocently  remarked 
to  her  mother — "O  mother,  the  Sunday-School  man  did  part  of  his 
talking  down  on  his  knees.  What  did  he  do  that  fort"  The 
mother  was  deeply  affected.  "I  would  not  have  believed"  said 
she  "  that  our  children  were  growing  up  such  heathen." 

One  of  the  Missionaries  obtained  a  teacher  for  the  infant 
class  by  binding  a  race  in  the  wheat  field  with  her  husband.  The 
Missionary  won  the  race,  beating  him  two  to  one,  and  so  secured 
his  request.  The  husband  now  minds  the  baby,  while  his  wife  and 
daughter  walk  three  miles  to  the  Sunday -School.  He  is  among 
the  converts  of  the  late  revival. 


Wliat  they  are  doing.— -Mr.  Lewis  E.  Jackson,  Secretary  of 
the  New  York  City  Mission,  says  there  are  twenty-five  City  Mis- 
sions in  the  United  States  organized  on  the  basis  of  tho  Christian 
Union  and  co-operation  of  the  evangelical  denominations.  In  the 
larger  cities,  in  addition  to  the  Union  City  Mission,  there  are  De- 
nominational City  Missions,  and  Church.  Missions,  all  laboring  to 
carry  the  gospel  to  the  destitute.  In  New  York  City  there  are  125 
Protestant  Missions,  where  Sabbath  Schools  and  preaching,  and 
other  religions  and  moral  services  for  adults  or  children,  or  both, 
are  regularly  carried  on.  Of  this  number,  41  are  permanent- 
ly established  in  suitable,  commodious,  church-like  buildings,  with 
the  ministry,  the  ordinances  and  the  government  that  usually  ap- 
pertain to  churches  ;  and  there  are  266  City  Missionaries  constantly 
engaged  in  preaching  and  visiting,  and  searching  out  the  want  and 
ignorance  of  the  city.  Of  the  New  York  City  Mission  and  Tract 
Society,  the  oldest  organization  in  the  field,  Mr.  Jackson  says :  Its 
affairs  are  managed  by  an  executive  committee  of  eighteen  minis- 
ters and  laymen  of  eight  different  religious  denominations,  who 
meet  regularly  every  Monday  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  devote 
an  hour  to  the  transaction  of  business. 

Within  the  last  five  years  $200,000  have  been  raised  for  the  support 
of  the  missionaries  and  the  general  operations  of  the  Society,  and 
$100,000  and  upward,  for  the  erection  of  Mission  Chapels.  40mis- 
Hionarics  arc  employed  who  are  continually  going  about  on  their 
errands  of  love  and  mercy. 

"  A.  poor  Family  were  found  on  the  top  of  a  tenement  houso 
in  most  destitute  circumstances.  The  mother  sick  and  tho  chil- 
dren without  bread.  On  Christmas  day  the  little  boy  had  said  in 
his  sorrow,  '  Santa  Claus  can't  get  up  to  us ;  wo  are  too  high  up.' 
But  after  the  missionary  had  found  them,  they  were  not  allowed  to 
want  for  fuel  or  food." 
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TJie  French  Benevolent  Society,  for  whose  benefit 
Father  Hyacinthe  lectured  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  paid  his  pas- 
sage back  to  France,  and  deposited  l,000f.  in  gold,  with  the  cap- 
tain of  the  steamer  in  which  he  sailed,  to  be  handed  to  him  on  his 
arrival  there. 

Gov.  Geary  of  Penaylvania,  signed  seven  death  warrants 
last  year,  which  were  executed,  except  in  the  case  of  Geo.  S. 
Twitchell,  who  committed  suicide  in  his  cell.  The  Governor 
pardoned  Hester  Vaughan,  sentenced  to  ,be  executed  for  infanti- 
cide. 

A  new  fledged  Mayor  in  his  inaugural  address  said : 

"  As  the  eastern  horizon  of  the  present  is  made  glorious  with  its 
beaming  rays  of  opportunity,  so  may  the  sunset  hour  of  the  future, 
by  the  refractive  influences  of  faithful  duty,  greet  us  with  its  gor- 
geous panoply  of  prismatic  light." 

The  Telegraph  Operator*  of  the  Western  Union  Company 
recently  stopped  work  throughout  the  country,  because  of  a  de- 
crease in  the  salaries  of  some  of  the  San  Francisco  employees.  The 
strike  has  about  terminated,  most  of  the  operators  having  returned 
to  their  offices. 

The  New  American  International  Steamship  Company,  no- 
tify the  Postmaster  General,  that  they  have  contracted  for  two 
steamships,  503  feet  long,  68  feet  wide  and  83  feet  deep ;  speed  25 
miles  an  hour,  warranted  to  cross  the  Atlantic  in  fair  weather  in 
six  and  a  half  days. 

Among  the  Americans  who  died  in  1869,  are  Messrs.  Pea- 
body,  Fessenden,  Stanton,  H.  J.  Raymond,  Ex-president  Pierce, 
Amos  Kendall,  Admiral  Stewart,  General  Wool,  John  Bell,  B.  J. 
Walker  and  Admiral  Gordon. 

Toe  30,000  Tenement  Houses  of  Now  York  contain  700,000 
souls.  80,000  ventilators  or  windows  have  been  placed  in  the 
houses  during  the  past  nine  months.  200  cellars  have  been  cleared, 
bringing  above  ground  2,000  persons. 

The  Fifteenth  Amendment  to  the  constitution  has  been  rati- 
fied by  twenty-six  States.  Two  more  are  needed  for  its  adoption. 
New  York  has  revoked  her  ratification  of  it,  the  present  legisla- 
ture being  Demoratic. 

Oveb  The  Pacific  B.  R.,  on  their  way  from  Japan  and  China, 
to  Lyons,  France,  have  lately  been  carried  8,600  cards  of  silk- 
worms' eggs.  For  the  shipment  of  these  delicate  articles  the 
American  continent  is  doemad  the  least  hazardous  route. 

Out  of  tiiib  Port  during  1869,  went  $200,000,000  worth  of  ex- 
ports, into  it  came  $280,000,000  worth  of  imports ;  Into  it  also  float- 
ed 2,215  vessels  bearing  the  British  and  2,066  the  United  States 
flag. 

A  New  Atlantic  Cable  is  to  be  laid  by  an  American  com- 
pany from  New  York  to  the  Azores,  thence  to  Brighton,  England, 
whence  two  lines  will  be  laid  to  Havre,  France,  and  the  Hague,  Hol- 
land. < 

The  President  has  made  a  treaty  with  the  government  of  San 
Domingo  Island,  for  its  annexation  to  the  United  States.  Terms, 
$1,500,000.    The  Senate  has  yet  to  ratify  the  negotiation. 

The  Temperance  Society  of  Congress,  meets  every  two  weeks 
in  Washington.  Senators  Wilson,  Pomeroy,  Ferry,  Buckingham, 
Vice  President  Colfax,  and  others  are  active  members  of  it. 

The  National  Debt  was  reduced  nearly  $5,000,000  during 
December,  making  the  total  reduction  since  March,  1869,  nearly 
$77,000,000. 

The  2,670  policemen  of  New  York,  made  78,608  arrests 
during  the  year  ending  November,  1869,  being  a  number  4,843  less 
than  that  of  the  year  before. 


There  are  128  Romish  monasteries  in  the  United  States, 
where  men  live  under  vows  of  celibacy  and  poverty,  and  800  nun- 
neries of  various  grades. 

Princes  Hychxeto  and  Tzuba  of  Japan,  with  their  suite  have 
arrived  in  this  country.  They  come  to  be  educated  and  will  spend 
seven  years  here. 

U.  S.  Mail  Agent  C.  Smith,  finding  a  package  of  $22,000  in 
cash,  in  the  New  Haven  depot,  returned  it  to  its  owner,  and 
received  as  a  reward  $2,000  and  a  diamond  pin. 
.  The  Treaty  concluded  by  Mr.  Burlingame,  between  the  United 
States  and  China,  has  been  ratified  by  the  Chinese  Government. 

Forty  Families  from  Paterson  and  Rahway,  N.  J.,  are  to 
settle  upon  a  tract  of  7,000  acres  on  Staunton,  River  Va. 

Seven  Sisters  in  Holmesburg,  Penn.,  average  72  years  of 
age.    The  youngest  is  64  the  eldest  81. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  made  and  drank  last  year,  86,208,601, 
mugs  of  lager  beer. 

In  one  County  in  Oregon  last  year,  there  were  123  mar- 
riages  and  40  divorces. 

Virginia  has  at  last  been  admitted  to  representation  in  Congress. 
college  items. 

The  New  Gymnasium  at  Princeton  College  built  by  the  gen- 
erosity of  Messrs.  Bowen  and  Marquand  of  this  city  at  a  cost  of  $88,- 
000,  was  formally  opened  January  18.  President  McCosh  pro- 
nounced it "  the  finest  gymnasium  in  the  United  States,"  adding :  "  I 
believe  it  is  the  finest  in  the  world."  A  gymnast  of  note,  Mr.  Goldie, 
has  been  appointed  professor  of  physical  exercise  in  the  college. 

The  Settlers  on  the  Fiji  Islands  have  petitioned  the  United 
States  Government  to  assume  a  protectorate  over  them.  The 
groupe  contains  154  islands,  of  which  65  are  inhabited.  English 
and  Americans  are  raising  Sea  Island  cotton  there. 

The  Princeton  Alumni  of  Philadelphia,  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  December  80th.  Judge  Strong  presided.  President 
McCosh  gave  a  highly  encouraging  account  of  the  college. 

The  Springfield  Republican,  thinks  Amherst  will  be  the  first 
of  the  M&ssachussets  colleges  to  admit  women  as  students,  and 
that  their  names  may  appear  in  the  next  year's  catalogue. 

Professor  Austin  Phelps,  of  Andpver.  is  to  be  the  Univers- 
ity Lecturer  at  Harvard  for  the  ensuing  year,  on  the  study  of 
literary  models  and  English  style. 

Brevet  Brig-Gen.  Joseph  Karje,  of  New  Jersey,  has  been  elec 
ted  Professor  of  Modern  Languages  in  Princeton  College. 

Dr.  John  L.  Swift,  of  Utica,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of 
Microscopy  in  Cornell  University. 

ABROAD. 
A  Nation  flings  its  Idols  into  the  fire,— The  queen  of 
Madagascar  embraced  Christianity  early  last  year  and  during  the 
summer  built  a  royal  chapel  for  the  worship  of  the  true  God.  The 
priests  of  the  great  national  idol,  who  are  also  nobles  of  the  realm, 
offered  serious  resistance ;  but  by  order  of  the  Council  on  Septem- 
ber 8th,  the  house  or  temple  of  the  idol  was  seized  and  the  test  of 
fire  resorted  to  in  the  presence  of  the  people.  It  was  an  impressive 
spectacle.  All  the  belongings  of  the  temple  were  first  consumed 
and  then  the  idol — a  piece  of  wood  as  large  as  a  man's  thumb  with 
two  pieces  of  scarlet  silk  attached — was  dropped  into  the  flames  and 
contrary  to  the  predictions  of  the  priests  was  speedily  reduced  to 
ashes.  Next  day  four  other-idols  shared  the  same  fate,  and  the  rest 
followed.  One  was  a  little  bag  of  sand  ;  another  consisted  of  three 
round  pieces  of  wood  united  by  a  silver  chain.  The  people  then 
sent  to  the  Queen  to  ask  what  they  were  to  worship.  The  Govern- 
ment appealed  to  the  native  Christians  to  send  Christian  teachers, 
and  they  at  once  responded.  It  was  found  that  of  280  towns  and 
villages  in  Imerina,  120  already  had  Christian  churches,  and  teach 
ers  were  at  once  found  for  all  the  rest. 
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Protestants  in  the  Church  of  Borne— Janus.— The 

(Ecumenical  council  has  already  called  forth  from  the  Romish  com 
m  union  a  protest  which  forcibly  reminds  one,  of  the  days  of  Luth- 
er and  the  Reformation. 

A  remarkable  series  of  letters,  signed  "  Janus,"  and  written  by 
leading  liberal  Romish  divines,  asserts  "  that  a  great  and  search-, 
ing  reformation  of  the  Church  is  necessary  and  inevitable,  howev- 
er long  it  may  be  evaded."  And  again  :  "  The  necessity  of  a  com- 
plete renovation  of  the  Church  is  already  dawning  on  the  vision  of 
all  who  think  without  prejudice,  while  to  the  few  only  are  the 
nature  and  method  of  that  reformation  as  clear  as  the  fact  itself. 
To  speak  out  such  ideas  openly,  I  hold  to  be  a  duty  of  charity  to- 
ward mankind."  Another  striking  passage  is :  "  We  live  in  an 
age  (1)  powerful  beyond  all  that  have  gone  before  for  good  and 
for  evil,  (2)  penetrated  perhaps  more  deeply  than  controversialists 
are  willing  to  admit  by  Christian  sentiment,  but  also  (3)  presenting 
in  too  many  quarters  a  spectacle  unprecedented  in  modern  history 
of  fixed  and  desperate  antagonism  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian 
creed."   . 

An  Editor  Shot  by  a  Prince.— Parte,  and  all  France,  has 
been  greatly  excited  over  the  murder  of  an  editor,  Victor  Xcir,  by 
Prince  Bonaparte.  Noir,  in  company  with  Mr.  Poureillo,  called  on 
the  Prince  to  deliver  a  note,  demanding  reasons  for  injurious  arti- 
cles written  by  him  against  Mr.  Grousset,  an  editor  of  Rochefort's 
paper,  the  tfarteUlaine 

The  Prince  received  them  haughtily,  the  insult  was  passed 
though  by  whom  first  given,  it  is  difficult  to  tell,  and  the  result  was 
the  shooting  of  Noir  by  Bonaparte.  The  funeral  of  the  former  took 
place  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  was  attended  by  an  immense  concourse 
of  people.  At  the  cemetery  there  were  frequent  shouts  of  "Vive  la 
Republique,"  and  the  "  Marseillaise  "  was  repeatedly  sung.  No 
disturbance,  however,  occurred.  The  Government  threw  into  the 
city  100,000  soldiers  and  preserved  order.  Rochefort  published 
violent  letters  about  the  affair,  for  which  he  was  prosecuted, 
tried  and  sentenced  to  six  months  imprisonment,  a  fine  of  8000 
francs,  and  a  deprivation  of  political  rights. 

Traupman,  the  Murderer  of  the  Einck  family,  was  executed 
at  Paris  on  the  20th  inst.  His  last  words  were :  "  I  persist  I  have 
accomplices." 


Tlie  Soubriquet  of  Bishop  Maker  must  pass  from  Lord 
Palmerston  to  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  has  already  made  five,  viz  :  Dr. 
Wilberforce,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  transferred  to  Winchester ;  Rev  J. 
F.  Mackarness,  made  Bishop  of  Oxford ;  Dr.  Temple,  Exeter ;  Ven- 
erable Lord  A.  Hervey,  Bath  and  Wells ;  Dr.  Moberley,  Salisbury. 
To  each  of  these  Sees  a  salary  of '£5,000  a  year  is  attached,  while 
Manchester  is  worth  £4,200  a  year.  The  resignation  of  the  Bish- 
op of  the  last  named  See,  .makes  necessary  the  nomination  by  the 
premier  of  a  sixth  candidate  to  the  Episcopal  office.  The  greatest 
stir  was  excited  by  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Temp'c,  the  author  of  one 
of  the  celebrated  "  Essays  and  Reviews,"  to  the  See  of  Exeter.  The 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  refused  to  attend  the  ceremony  of  consecration 
unless  the  candidate  recanted  some  of  his  skeptical  view*,  and  great 
opposition  was  made  to  the  appointment,  but  Dr.  Temple  was  duly 
consecrated  last  December. 

Japan    Welcomes  American   Teachers. — Dr.   S.  R. 

Brown,  for  several  years  an  American  Missionary  to  Japan,  and 
lately  appointed  by  the  Japanese  government,  head  of  the  new 
school  at  Niigata,  writes  on  his  arrival  in  that  place  last  Novem. 
ber,  to  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  that  he  has  received  a 
hearty  welcome  from  the  Government,  and  that  they  are  making 
every  arrangement  for  his  comfortable  settlement  at  his  new  post. 
His  party  travelled  through  the  country  with  the  retinue  and  in  the 
style  of  daimios.  They  are  treated  with  high  consideration  and 
Dr.  Brown  has  the  prospect  of  wide  usefulness  at  the  head  of  this 
important  school. 

Wobk  on  the  Suez  Canal  has  been  stopped,  but  the  pas- 
sage is  still  dangerous  for  vessels  drawing  more  than  twenty-lour 
feet. 

China  has  24  Romish  missions  under  10  bishops,  with 
24  colleges,  many  schools  and  orphanages,  several  printing  estab- 
lishments, 8  houses  of  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  cathedrals  building 
at  Canton  and  Pekin,  which  are  to  cost  about  $3,000,000. 

Among  the  Distinguished  Europeans  who  died  in  1869, 
were  the  Frenchmen,  Sainte  Beuve,  Lamartine,  and  Marshals  Neil 
and  Troplong ;  the  Englishmen,  Mr.  Alexander  Dyce,  Earl  Derby, 
and  Professor  Conington. 

Switzerland  is  soon  to  have  20  more  lines  of  telegraph. 
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COLGATE  &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are 
prepared  by  skilled  work- 
men, from  the  best  materi- 
als, and  are  known  as  the^ 

STANDARD 
by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 
Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFUMERY 

AND 

TOILET  ARTICLES.      ly 


THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 

AND 

,ompann, 

MAHUEACTTOBBS  OP 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 
RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  (Red  Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED  OIL, 

SAW,  BOILED  AND  REFINED. 

.    ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO, 

General  Agents, 
237  PEABX  STBEIT,  HEW  YORK. 
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STEAM  TO  AND  FB0M  GLASGOW, 

CALLING  AT 
MOVILLE,  LONDONDERRY, 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BCILT  FASSENGEK  STEVM- 
EHS, 
America,  Caledonia,        India, 

Anaim,  Cambria,  towal. 

Australia,  Columbia,         Ismalla, 

Britannia,  Europu,  Scandinavia. 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 
From  Ptcr  SO,  North  River,  at  12  o'clock.  Noon. 
Kates  of  Passage  payable  in  Currency,  and  ai  low  as 
by  any  other  Flrst-Class  Line. 

Passengers  are  abio  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Ratlwaystatloa  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Ilam,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  4e. 

Exounion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Hon  hi. 

Tbeee  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  tpared  in  the  ar- 
rangement* to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Olssgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe,  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

For  farther  information,  apply  st.  the  Company's 
office,  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
Nzw  Yoke,  January,  1810. 


Use  JOHN  DWIGHT  &.  CO.'S 

BEST   BALERATU8, 

OR  THEIR 

STJTPEK.    CA.S.B.    SOT3-A.. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  cooking 

purposes.    Established  1846. 
11  OLT)  SLIP.  HEW  YORK- 
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T.  G.  SELLEW, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 

DESKS 

AND 

OFFICE    FURNITURE, 

No.   176  FULTON  STREET, 

Opposite  8t.  Paul's. Crrc  en, and 

NO.  107  FULTON  STBEET, 

NEWI  YORK.' 

LIBRARY  FURNITURE  TO  ORDER. 


AMERICAN 

Sunday  School  Union. 

HEW  TORE  DEPOSITORY, 
Not.  8  A  10  Bible  House,  Fourth  Avenue. 
Complete  Catalogues  of 

Library  Books,  Teachers'  Aids,  Ques- 
tion Books,  &c, 

Can  be  had  without  charge,  and  all  Books  sold  st  the 
lowest  prices.  G.  B.  SCOFLELD. 


COLTON 

Dental  Association, 

Originated  the  Ancesthetlo  use  of  Nitrous  Oxide  Oas 
administer  It  by  means  of  a  very  simple,  yet 
nicely  contrived  vslved  mouth- 
piece—do nothing  bat 

Extract  Teeth,  and  without  Pain. 

SO  40,000  PATIENTS  TESTIFY. 
See  their  names  at  the 

Office,    19  Cooper  Institute. 


For  Snnday  Schools,  Academies,  Public  Exhibitions 
and  PARLOR  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

Priced  and  Illustrated  Catalogue  forwarded  to  any 
address.  T.  D.  MCALLISTER,  Optician 

49  Nassau  Street,  New  York. 
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A  PLEA  FOR  GOOD  COMPANY. 
Hebrick  Johnson,  D.  D. 

We  are  creatures  of  association  and  sympathy.  Man  was 
made  to  be  moulded  by  man.  He  cannot  live  and  help  it. 
There  is  a  difference  between  gregariousness  and  society.  Gre- 
gariousness  is  contact.  Society  is  fellowship.  The  bees  are 
gregarious  and  therefore  build  as  they  always  builded.  The 
ants  are  gregarious,  and  therefore  their  commonwealths  do  not 
-  Improve  along  the  centuries.  The  swallows  are  gregarious,  and 
therefore  the  home  of  the  swallow  is  as  it  was  when  swallows 
first  made  a  home.  But  society  gives  us  the  lofty  commerce 
of  spirit  with  spirit;  and  that  is  either  helpful,  or  hurtful  as 
the  association  is  good  or  bad. 

It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone.  "  God  setteth  the  soli- 
tary in  families."  Human  speech  is  perpetual,  token  that  man 
was  not  intended  for  a  hermit.  The  idea  of  society  is  woven 
into  our  very  language.  Human  and  humane  are  from  the 
game  word,  homo,  man.  To  belong  to  man,  is  to  be  human ; 
and  to  belong  to  man  is  to  be  humane.  Again :  mankind  are 
men-kinned.  To  be  kind  is  to  be  kinned;  to  be  of  kin.  Such 
is  the  signification  of  the  word  that  makes  each  man,  despite 
every  difference,  brother  to  every  other  man.  Clearly,  in  the 
purpose  of  God,  we  were  made  foreach  other.  The  question 
is  not  as  between  solitude  and  society ;  but  as  between  the 
kinds  of  society. 

Of  what  vast  consequence,  then,  this  question  as  to  the  com- 
pany we  keep.  The  young  men  crowding  our  cities,  need  to 
exercise  great  caution  and  care  in  making  'choice  of  this 
element  of  tremendous  power  in  their  life.  Thousands  of  them 
are  strangers,  away  from  cherished  associations,  yet  with 
natures  made  for  society,  and  craving  it.  The  very  crowd  of 
the  prfblic  thoroughfares  is  to  them  an  oppressive  solitude :  for 
no  look  in  all  the  multitude  answers  to  theirs,  with  recogni- 
tion in  it  Young  manhood  is  tempted  with  the  luring  bait 
of  evil-companionship.  Brilliant  and  seductive  are  the  attrac- 
tions with  which  they  see  the  ways  and  the  gates  of  evil 
decked.  And  they  are  fairly  assaulted  with  welcome  to  enter ; 
while  alas,  in  too  many  instances,  the  wise,  the  good,  the  vir- 
tuous, know  not  the  voice  of  a  stranger.  Thank  God  for  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  if  for  no  other  reason, 
because  through  all  the  days  and  evenings  of  the  year,  on  some 
chief  street  of  each  leading  city,  they  throw  open  their  rooms 
and  hang  out  their  signals,  and  say  with  a  christian  emphasis 
and  a  christian  heartiness  to  the  whole  city-full,  "Stranger* 
welcome  I" 

Against  the  openly' and  grossly  vicious,  who  flaunt  their 
infamy  on  the  public  streets,  and  glory  in  their  shame,  many 
do  not  need  to  be  warned ;  but  there  is  a  class  of  more  insidi- 
ous and  equally  dangerous  companions.  In  every  community 
are  to  be  found  persons  of  easy  manners  and  nimble  speech, 
able  to  spice  their  talk  with  wit  and  anecdote,  never  offensively 
indecent,  and  qualified  to  be  the  charm  of  a  social  circle.  They 
applaud  to  the  echo,  a  quip  or  a  jest  at  something  sacred. 
They  laugh  at  the  young  innocent  who  talks  of  virtue.  They 
hold  that  no  man  does  a  good  thing  except  for  profit.  They 
smile  incredulously,  at  the  purity  of  woman.  Thus  ever 
"mousing  for  vermin"  and  flinging  their  unscrupulous  sus- 
picions and  vile  inuendoes  at  the  virtuous,  they  undermine 
human  confidence,  and  breed  the  doubt  whether  the  founda- 
tions of  all  virtue  are  not  laid  in  sand.  Young  men,  if  you 
have  contracted  such  associations,  break  off  the  unholy  alli- 
ance. Be  assured,  he  who  has  lost  all  faith  in  man  or  woman, 
has  a  fatal  flaw  in  his  own  character.  There  is  rottenness  in 
him.  His  breath  is  pollution.  He  who  can  insult  the  mother 
Mho  bore  him  by  ever  tainting  the  air  with  the  breath  of  sus- 


picion concerning  pure  womanhood  carries  with  him  in  this 
world  undeniable  credentials  of  ambassadorship  from  hell. 

But  book*  are  companions  as  well  as  men,  and  are  often  more 
positively  purifying  or  poisoning  in  their  effects  than  any  ex- 
ample or  spoken  word.  Voiceless,  they  are  yet  more  mighty 
than  any  speech.  Pernicious  reading  may  be,  and  sometimes 
is,  more  dangerous  than  evil  conversation,  because  bad  books 
do  not  offend  the  ear.  Their  very  silence  gives  them  power. 
Then  again,  their  reading  can  be  pursued  unmolested.  Books 
can  be  carried  in  the  pocket,  and  hidden  away  to  be  fingered 
and  read  stealthily  with  locked  doors.  But  a  young  man  had 
better  take  a  venomous  viper  to  his  bosom,  than  choose  for  his 
companion  one  of  these  books  that  needs  to  be  read  under 
covert.  The  viper  can  only  poison  the  body.  The  book  will 
send  the  deadly  virus  through  the  soul. 

Let  books  be  wisely  chosen,  therefore,  as  the  formers  of  char- 
acter, and  as  greatly  decisive  of  a  young  man's  life.  The  Bible 
first.  If  the  soul  is  a  reality,  and  God  is  a  reality,  and  Heaven, 
and  Hell  are  realities,  and  man  is  an  immortal  being,  he  is 
simply  mad  who  believes  all  this,  and  yet  is  going  through 
the  world  with  his  Bible  shut.  After  the  Bible  let  such  other 
books  be  read  as  will  strengthen  principle,  confirm  good  habits, 
elevate  thought,  stimulate  to  praiseworthy  and  laudable  en- 
deavor, furnish  chyle  and  blood  and  fibre  to  the  mental  and 
moral  man,  and  enrich  in  emotional  and  thought-life. 

There  is  a  third  kind  of  company  we  keep,  less  seldom  refer- 
red to,  but  more  subtle  in  influence  than  men  or  books,  and 
as  positive  and  decisive  as  either — our  thought*.  What  a  young 
man  think*,  tells  for  vastly  more  upon  his  character  and  destiny 
than  what  he  does.  "  A  man  will  be  what  his  most  cherished 
feelings  are."  Ashe  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he.  "  If  thou 
knewest,"  said  Richter,  "  how  every  black  thought  of  thine, 
and  every  pure  and  noble  one,  took  root  outside  of  thee,  and 
grew  and  bore  its  poisonous  or  healing  fruit,  oh !  how  piously 
wouldest  thou  choose  and  think." 

Who  are  your  companions  in  your  thought-life  ?  What 
guests  are  entertained  in  the  secret  chambers  of  the  heart  ? 
What  pictures  are  hung  upon  the  wall  of  the  brain  or  in  the 
robing  room  of  the  soul  by  your  imagination  ?  What  scenes 
does  fancy  paint  you  when  your  eye  is  turned  within  1  You 
know  there  is  an  eye  of  the  mind,  as  well  as  an  eye  of  the 
body.  And  the  mind's  eye  may  be  reveling  in  uncleanness, 
when  the  bodily  eye  is  beholding  only  that  which  is  fair  and 
beautiful.  If  this  be  so  with  you,  dear  reader,  then  no  matter 
what  and  how  irreproachable  your  outward  habits,  you  are 
rottening  every  fibre  of  your  moral  being.  You  are  turning 
the  gold  of  character  into  worthless  dross.  And  you  may  be 
sure  of  this :  if  the  devil  can  keep  you  just  where  you  are,  out- 
wardly under  moral  restraint,  yet  inwardly  indulgent  in  tainted 
thoughts  and  corrupted  fancies,  he  teiU  atk  no  more.  You  are 
his,  as  inevitably  as  if  you  were  already  doomed  and  damned  1 

The  tempting  and  fascinating  nature  of  dangerous  associa- 
tion, who  has  not  felt  it  t  And  who  that  has  been  a  young 
man  does  not  know  something  of  his  weaknesses,  sympathies, 
and  ardent  desires  for  joy-giving  companionship  I  Let  it  be 
the  aim  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  to  help 
furnish  just  such  companionship.  Above  all,  let  it  be  their 
one  consecrated  and  unalterable  purpose  so  to  arm  themselves 
with  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ  Jesus ;  so  to  live,  and  love, 
and  preach,  and  commend  Christ,  that  multitudes  of  young 
men  in  their  choice  of  associates,  will  choose  Jesus  first.  He 
will  abide  with  any  one  for  the  asking.  He  will  take  up  his 
abode  in  the  heart,  and  prove  the  best,  truest,  and  divine 
friend,  of  every  young  man  who  will  let  him  in.  Oh,  the  near- 
ness and  preciousness  of  that  divine  companionship,  from  which 
no  man,  no  book,  no  thought  shall  have  charm  or  power  to  woo 
fatally  away  1 
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A  NOTE  FROM  DR.  PARKER, 

WITH  A  PROMISE. 

Db.  Willard  Parker  of  this  city,  so  -well-known  and  deservedly 
eminent  in  the  medical  profession,  writes  us  the  following  note, 
which  will  explain  itself 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Auoeiation  Monthly. 

Drab  Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  request  for  some  practical 
articles  on  the  laws  of  health  and  the  obligation  to  their  proper 
observance  resting  upon  Christian  young  men  and  women,  I  send 
you  a  few  prefatory  or  general  remarks,  which  will  lead  to  a 
more  detailed  treatment  of  this  important  subject. 

This  obligation  is  insisted  on  in  the  word  of  God.  Indeed,  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  if  the  Bible  could  be  blotted 
out  of  existence,  and  in  some  wonderfulway  a  perfect  compre- 
hension be  granted  us  of  the  physical,  intellectual  and  moral 
nature  of  man,  with  a  command  to  enact  a  code  of  rules  or 
laws,  in  harmony  with  his  complex  constitution,  we  should 
reproduce  the  Bible,  or  that  teaching  which  it  contains. 

One  instance  of  the  beautiful  adaptation  of  the  teachings  of 
the  Bible  to  the  laws  that  govern  the  body  of  man,  is  found 
in  the  institution  of  the  Sabbath.  The  Bible  says :  "  The 
Sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath,"  and 
Bcience  now  asserts  that  both  man  and  beast,  in  order  to  live 
and  thrive  must  enjoy  not  only  diurnal  rest,  but  a  cessation 
from  labor  one  teventh  of  the  time.  Upon  this  point  the  experi- 
ment has  been  satisfactorily  made.  "Whenever  this  command- 
ment is  persistently  broken,  the  power  of  the  nervous  system 
is  exhausted,  and  there  is  such  a  waste  of  that  important  element 
of  the  brain  structure — phosphorous — that  the  body  is  left  in 
%  condition  which  must  terminate  in  imbecility,  insanity  or 
paralysis.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many  evidences  we  have  that 
the  Bible,  like  the  Sabbath,  was  made  for  man  and  not  man 
for  the  Bible.  Obey  its  words  of  divine  wisdom  and  "  length 
of  days,  and  long  life  and  peace  shall  they  add  to  thee." 

No  command  of  the  Bible,  relating  to  the  care  of  our  bodies, 
is  more  comprehensive  than  the  words  of  the  Apostle :  "  Glorify 
God  in  your  body  and  in  your  spirit  which  are  God's."  But  to 
act  intelligently,  we  must  study  to  know  the  laws  of  bodily  and 
spiritual  health.  To  exercise  our  reason  in  the  investigation  of 
the  laws  relating  to  the  care  of  the  body,  and  in  the  discovery 
of  what  light  science  and  human  experience  can  shed  upon  the 
subject,  is  an  important  duty.  My  object  will  be  to  aid  Chris- 
tian young  men  and  women  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  in 
this  respect. 

During  the  present  century,  very  considerable  scientific  in- 
vestigation has  been  directed  to  the  discovery  of  the  laws  by 
which  the  human  system  is  governed,  and  as  a  consequence,  a 
great  change  has  been  wrought  m  the  practice  of  the  medical 
profession. 

When  the  physician  is  now  called  to  a  patient,  if  he  be  up 
to  the  science  of  the  day,  his  first  inquiry,  is  not  what  medicine 
is  necessary  or  what  shall  I  give,  but  what  law  or  rule  of  the  sys- 
tem has  been  violated,  whereby  unrest  or  sickness  exists,  and 
capabilities  are  destroyed.  Formerly  the  physician,  not  look- 
ing for  the  "broken  late,  asked  himself  what  drug  he  should 
thrust  into  the  poor  body,  and  thus  often  aggravated  the  disease 
instead  of  restoring  harmony  and  health. 

Conducting  our  investigation  according  to  the  better  prac- 
tice of  the  present  day  we  must  inquire  first,  what  laws  are 
most  commonly  and  unnecessarily  broken  by  the  men  and  wo- 
men of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  The  reply  that  medical  skill 
and  observation  make,  is  that  the  greater  number  of  the  dis- 
eases which  rack  the  human  frame,  are  the  result  of  a  blood 
poison  introduced  into  the  body  by  a  great  variety  of  causes, 
to  the  chief  of  which  I  will  call  attention  in  a  future  number  of 
your  journal. 


DON'T  PEED  THE  LAMBS  ON  SLOPS. 
George  B.  Bacon. 

In  the  last  number  of  the  Association  Monthly,  there  is  a 
wise  and  earnest  plea  in  favor  of  "  feeding  the  lambs  in  the 
morning."  It  seemed  to  the  writer,  as  it  seemed  to  many  who 
read  his  article,  a  most  suitable  arrangement  that  the  fresh 
hours  of  the  Lord's  day  morning  should  be  devoted  to  the  Ut- 
ile ones  of  the  flock.  And  we  are  persuaded  that  if  the  little 
ones  could  have  their  way,  Dr.  Schenck's  programme  would  be 
adopted  by  acclamation. 

Only  to  his  enumeration  of  things  requisite  and  necessary  for 
the  good  conduct  of  a  Sunday  school, — "  good  lessons,  good 
teachers,  good  hours,"  we  beg  to  add  another,  "  good 
books."  Surely  it  is  no  less  necessary  to  consider  what  the 
lambs  should  be  fed  on,  than  tq  consider  when  they  should  be 
fed  And  some  recent  researches  into  the  peculiarities  of  Sun- 
day School  literature  may  perhaps  give  emphasis  to  the  exhorta- 
tion which  the  editor  of  the  Association  Monthly  has  request- 
ed from  us  in  this  article. 

The  food  which  our  lambs  receive  directly  from  the  hands  of 
their  teachers  is  only  a  small  part  of  what  is  fed  to  them  at  the 
Sunday  School.  And  the  influence  of  teachers  ought  to  reach  be- 
yond the  half-hour's  talk  about  the  lesson.  The  children  take 
away  with  them  the  library-books  upon  which  they  spend  not 
a  half-hour  only,  but  hours  of  more  or  less  absorbed  attention. 
And  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  their  characters  are  moulded  more 
effectively  for  good  or  for  evil  by  the  literature  of  the  school, 
than  by  the  oral  instruction  which  they  receive  during  the 
school  hours.  It  is  largely  upon  the  library  books  that  the 
lambs  grow  fat — or  grow  lean  1  what  they  read,  even  more  than 
what  they  hear,  is  what  will  do  them  either  good  or  harm. 
And  the  habits  and  tastes,  with  regard  to  reading,  which  they 
form  at  Sunday  School,  are  likely  to  be  permanent  habits  and 
tastes.  There  is,  obviously,  an  important  work  to  be  done,  by- 
teachers,  in  the  supervision  of  the  literature  which  these  chil- 
dren read.  The  teacher  also  must  have  pure  tastes  and  good 
habits,  in  order  to  advise  and  guide  his  scholars. 

Now  of  course  there  is  not  much  in  our  Sunday  School  libraries 
that  is  openly  profane  and  vicious  in  its  tendency.  There  is  no 
public  exposure  of  poisoned  meat  or  decayed  fruit ;  of  eeurse 
not  There  are  cases  on  record,  to  be  sure,  where  such 
works  as  Captain  Marryatt's  novels,  or  Bulwer's,  (a  com- 
plete set  of  each)  have  found  their  way  into  the  Sunday  School 
library,  to  the  great  amazement  and  scandal  of  the  church 
authorities,  when  at  last  they  were  discovered;  and  there" may 
be  two  opinions  concerning  the  propriety  of  putting  even 
Charles  Kingsley's  "Hypatia"  into  the  hands  of  the  uridis- 
criminating  Sunday  scholar,  (as  was  recently  done  in  one  in- 
stance at  least),  admirable  as  that  book  appears  to  us,  in  many 
ways.  But  on  the  whole,  the  books  of  which  our  libraries  are 
made  up,  make  a  fair  show  and  a  good  profession.  The  trou- 
ble is  not  that  the  books  do  not  "  seem  to  be  religious."  The 
danger  is  that  the  great  quantity  of  feeble,  goodish  books, 
will  so  vitiate  Che  taste  and  effeminate  the  habits  of  the  chil- 
dren, that,  when  they  leave  the  Sunday  School  they  will  not 
be  able  to  receive  religious  literature  or  any  other  literature 
except  just  this  sloppy  sort. 

Against  this  peril  the  young  men  and  young  women  who 
teach  in  our  Sunday  Schools  can  do  much,  if  they  are  really 
earnest  and  wise.  Only,  in  order  to  contend  against  it,  the 
teachers  must  themselves  be  on  their  guard  against  books  which 
merely  entertain.  It  is  a  strong  temptation  to  a  young  man 
who  has  been  all  day  hard  worked,  in  an  office  or  a  shop,  or  in 
whatever  business,  to  spend  the  little  time  he  has  for  reading 
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over  books  which  are  the  easiest  reaA  Go  to  a  public  library, 
for  example,  and  see  what  books  give  evidence  of  most  inces- 
sant use,  and  they  will  be  the  novels,  not  bad  novels,  necessarily, 
but  novels  which  can  be  devoured  without  an  effort,  and  which, 
to' say  the  least,  do  not  invigorate  the  minds  which  feed  upon 
them.  Such  books  taken  for  recreation  are  well  enough,  but  when 
taken  for  a  steady  and  exclusive  diet,  ("  after  fifty  or  sixty 
times,")  the  result  is  wretched  intellectual  leanness.  It  is 
really  wonderful  how  soon  the  appetite  for  better  food  is  lost 
by  such  indulgence.  Sugar  plums  and  candy  may  be  well 
enough  sometimes,  but  the  young  people  who  are  over  fond  of 
them,  will  find  before  they  know  it,  that  their  digestion  is  im- 
paired, and  the  taste  to  which  beefsteaks  and  corn  cake  might 
have  been  a  pleasing  diet,  are  as  hopelessly  demoralized  as 
those  of  Uncle  Ned  in  the  Negro  song,  who  "  had  to  let "  Buch 
things  "be." 

What  we  want  for  our  children  in  the  Sunday  Schools,  is 
that  they  may  grow  up  to  a  complete  Christian  manliness.  We 
count  it  a  calamity  if  growing  years  bring  only  puny  bodies  and 
feeble  strength.  But  it  is  a  calamity  more  grievious  yet,  if, 
when  the  mind  should  be  robust  and  active,  it  is  feeble  and 
dyspeptic.  The  young  men  who  have  gone  by  hundreds  into 
our  Sunday  Schools,  and  who  value  the  opportunities  for  doing 
good  which  they  find  there,  may  enlarge  those  opportunities 
greatly  if  they  will  cultivate,  first  in  themselves  and  then  in 
their  scholars,  a  pure  and  healthy  literary  taste.  Let  them 
count  the  feeble,  sickly  fictions  with  religious  names  and  aims, 
which  are  so  numerous  just  now,  as  little  better  than  books 
openly  immoral  or  infidel,  or  even  as  sometimes  worse  than  these. 
For  a  healthy  mind  will  sometimes  reject  the  poison  of  which 
one  dose  would  prove  fetal,  when  it  will  receive  the  slops  which 
bring  by  slow  degrees  of  inanition  a  not  less  fatal  death. 

The  good  people  of  this  metropolis  have  been,  from  time  to 
time,  in  two-fold  peril  with  regard  to  their  supplies  of  milk. 
At  first,  the  venders  of  that  fluid  would  dilute  it  at  the  pump 
or  hydrant,  so  that  the  sum  of  nutriment  in  it  was  infinitesimal. 
And  when  the  public  indignation  and  remonstrance  had  availed 
partly  to  check  this  fraud,  and  we  were  saved  from  slops  so  thin 
as  to  be  dangerous,  another  revelation  of  a  yet  more  dreadful 
sort  was  made.  Not  sloppy  milk  any  longer  was  the  terror,  but 
— not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  on  it— swill  milk,  made  from  the 
poisonous  refuse  of  brew-houses,  and  carrying  disease  and  death 
to  its  consumers.    .  i 

Need  we  declare  the  parable  ?  Or  need  we  take  the  pains  to 
determine  which  evil,  in  the  ministration  of  our  milk  for  babes 
is  the  worse  ?  Against  both  we  earnestly  protest.  And  we  in- 
voke the  co-operation  of  all  Sunday  School  teachers,  to  whom 
the  Association  Monthly  may  come,  in  the  good  work  of  the 
protection  of  the  lambs. 


ECONOMY  FOR  CHRIST'S  SAKE. 

Jambs  H.  Crosby. 

Economy  is  a  homely  virtue.  But  it  is  worth  considering, 
and  worth  practicing. 

Yes — for  the  poor. 

Certainly — and  for  the  rich  too. 

A  man  should  put  himself  right  in  the  matter  at  the  start, 
and  should  keep  right  all  through. 

For  the  present  purpose,  economy  may  be  defined  accurately 
enough,  as  the  cutting  off  of  expenditures  for  useless  articles. 
An  article  is  useless  when  it  ministers  to  no  legitimate  demand 
of  our  nature,  or  when  it  ministers  to  some  demand  which  is 
already  sufficiently  gratified.  Take  for  example  the  demands 
of  taste  in  the  matter  of  dress.  Can  it  for  a  moment  be  sup- 
posed that  the  Lord  meant  that  His  creatures  should  bestow  a 
large  share  of  their  time,  interest  and  enthusiasm,  on  the  out- 
ward adornment  of  the  person,  the  mere  contriving  of  little 
effects,  the  making  of  oueself  a  lay  figure,  only  superior  in 
flexibility  and  in  the  power  to  reject  what  is  coarse  and  flaring  ? 


Not  more  seemly  is  it  to  gratify  the  palate  at  the  price  of  even 
a  small  and  temporary  derangement  of  the  health  or  sluggish- 
ness of  the  mind.  Yet  it  will  not  be  denied  that  while  women  are 
engrossed  with  the  luxury  of  dress,  men,  not  to  say  young  men 
especially,  are  enervated  by  inordinate  indulgence  at  the  table. 

Economy  says,  cut  off  expenses  which  come  only  to  gratify 
such  inordinate  cravings.  Christian  economy  says,  cut  them 
off  for  ChruV*  tale,  that  you  may  have  a  mind  at  liberty  to  be 
cultivated,  and  to  work  in  better  directions  for  Him ;  that  you 
may  have  a  purse  at  His  disposal  for  better  uses.  In  obeying 
such  a  voice  we  exercise  self-denial  for  His  sake.  Were  we 
never  told  how  great,  how  indispensable  «is  the  educating 
power  of  self-denial  for  Christ  ?  Here  is  one  of  the  chances  to 
place  ourselves  under  its  influence.  It  is  just  the  sort  of  self- 
denial  we  need. 

There  is  a  defence  of  extravagance  which  has  in  it  some 
semblance  of  truth.  It  runs  in  this  wise.  By  every  extrava- 
gant habit,  by  every  artificial  want,  we  create  a  demand  for 
some  kind  of  labor.  This  labor  must  be  paid  for,  and  so  many 
of  the  poor  and  hard  working  class  are  provided  with  the 
means  of  support.  Private  extravagance  feeds  the  multitude 
of  workers. 

To  weigh  this  argument  fairly,  let  us  suppose  an  isolated 
community  of  three  hundred  persons,  as  follows :  Seventy  chil- 
dren ;  seventy-five  women,  occupied  with  the  cares  of  he  use- 
holds  ;  sixty-five  farmers ;  fifteen  producers  of  clothing ;  type, 
paper,  books,  and  so  on ;  fifteen  miscellaneous  manufacturers ; 
ten  merchants ;  ten  professional  men,  including  public  function- 
aries. The  remaining  forty  comprise  the  half-grown  and  unsettled 
men  and  women,  invalids,  some  incapables,  or,  worst  of  all,  one 
or  two  loafers. 

Such  a  community,  could  no  doubt  provide  themselves  with 
a  comfortable  support,  and  have  mental  and  bodily  strength 
left  to  make  progress  in  knowledge,  taste  and  social  refinement. 
But  bye  and  bye,  half-a-dozen  of  the  smarter  men  persuade 
one  of  the  miscellaneous  manufacturers  to  devote  himself  to 
making  something  which  shall  be  exclusively  for  them — some- 
thing of  comparatively  little  use,  but  still  something  which 
from  its  rarity  and  delicacy  of  construction  gives  its  possessor 
a  certain  pride  of  distinction.  Of  course  these  favored  persons 
pay  the  man  well  who  supplies  this  artificial  want.  But  what 
is  the  effect  on  the  general  welfare.  There  will  certainly  be 
fewer  books,  a  less  abundant  supply  of  various  comforts,  and 
in  general  less  of  what  was  before  provided  beyond  their 
daily  wants,  for  the  community  at  large.  For  one  of  the 
fifteen  men  whose  business  it  was  to  provide  such  things  has 
set  himself  to  making  comparatively  useless  luxuries  for  the 
few.  He  will  soon  be  obliged  to  employ  several  more  men  and 
women,  so  that  those  who  are  left  to  cultivate  the  ground, 
make  the  clothing  and  rear  the  children,  must  work  harder  and 
cannot  do  their  work  so  well.  The  average  condition  of  the 
people  will  be  degraded ;  for  not  only  will  the  supply  of  food 
and  clothing  be  scantier,  but  the  harder  work  needful  to  ob- 
tain what  they  get,  will  leave  them  less  time  to  seek  mental  or 
moral  advancement. ,  The  woman  driven  to  out-door  labor  by 
the  scarcity  of  workers,  will  be  an  ignorant,  complaining,  un- 
suitable mother  to  her  children ;  those  children,  called  early  to 
work  to  supply  artificial  wants,  will  have  little  time  for  intel- 
lectual or  moral  education;  and  the  sorrowful  minister,  though 
hardly  knowing  why,  will  feel  that  his  efforts  are  almost 
thrown  away  on  a  community  where  the  many  are  pressed  into 
the  dust  by  want  and  weariness,  and  the  few  are  turned  from 
all  thought  or  all  earnest  thought  of  higher  realities  by  a 
luxurious  mode  of  life,  which  engrosses  their  interest  and  saps 
their  strength  of  character.    To  such  a  state  of  things  luxury 
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tends,  though  the  utmost  extreme  of  it  may  be  reached  very 
slowly. 

What  would  be  true  of  such  a  community,  is  true,  in  sub- 
stance, of  mankind.  The  numbers  and  the  variety  of  employments 
are  much  greater.  But  the  working  force  of  the  world  em- 
ployed in  producing  useless  articles,  leaves  so  many  the  less  to 
contribute  to  the  general  subsistence.  If  .ten  thousand  men 
and  women  are  toiling  that  another  ten  thousand  may  be 
clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen  and  fare  sumptuously  every  day, 
It  matters  not  how  well  those  particular  laborers  may  be  paid, 
It  will  surely  follow  that  somewhere  there  will  be  ten  thousand 
more  who  are  shivering  or  starving. 

WHAT  SHALL  WE  DO  ? 

The  Christian  man  can  at  least  throw  himself,  and  his  influence 
and  example  toward  the  side  of  simplicity  and  economy.  He 
can  choose  for  himself  some  branch  of  business,  which  minis- 
ters to  a  legitimate  want  of  mankind ;  in  conducting  it,  he 
can  aim  to  supply  that  want,  rather  than  to  suggest  some  new 
extravagance  in  connection  with  it,  and  in  his  personal  life  he 
can  bear  a  testimony  to  the  truth,  and  put  the  weight  of  his 
character  into  the  scale  of  right  living. 

As  we  lay  down  the  money  for  some  superfluous  trifle  or  some 
gorgeous  article  of  apparel,  or  some  far-fetched  and  expensive 
delicacy,  it  can  hardly  be  that  we  really  think  that  we  are  doing 
the  best  work  we  can  with  the  means  God  gave,  and  which 
Christ  has  redeemed  along  with  His  redemption  of  us.  Fine  spun 
argument  about  the  encouragement  of  industry,  even  if  we 
could  not  answer  it,  will  not  produce  this  conviction.  Mak- 
ing due  allowance  for  exceptional  cases,  the  fact  remains  that 
we  know  that  we  can  use  our  money  more  usefully.  And  while 
economy  bids  ns  avoid  the  useless  expenditure,  Christian 
economy  bids  us  do  so  in  order  that  we  may  turn  all  our 
ability  into  such  channels  as  shall  bear  most  blessedness  to 
us  and  our  fellow  men,  and  most  of  glory  to  our  God  and 
Saviour. 

What  then  may  we  buy — granting  that  the  money  is  honest- 
ly ours  ?  It  is  impossible  to  tell  just  what  we  should  need  in 
the  best  conceivable  state  of  society.  But  as  things  are,  we 
may  approximate  the  true  standard  by  two  or  three  rules. 

We  will  indulge  ourselves  only  in  that  which  is  in  one  way 
or  another  a  real  benefit. 

After  supplying  necessities,  we  will  give  the  first  place  to  dis- 
bursements which  minister  to  our  higher  nature,  and  we  will 
make  that  invariably  prominent. 

Bountiful  and  constant  contributions  to  the  real  needs  of 
others,  whether  those  needs  be  physical,  mental,  or  spiritual, 
shall  have  the  preference  to  all  superfluities  of  pleasure  for 
ourselves. 

And  in  applying  these  rules,  our  hearts  shall  seek  help  in 
prayer  to  God,  while  we  fail  not  to  remember  that  He  is  our 
Master,  whose  earthly  life  was  that  of  the  poor  man,  and 
whose  dwelling  now  is  with  the  poor  in  spirit. 

EDITORAL  COMMENTS. 

This  article  suggests  many  practical  and  timely  lessons.  We 
mention  two  that  occur  to  us : 

The  economy  of  good  sense  and  good  principle,  if  practiced 
by  Christian  young  men  and  women  in  social  life,  would 
make  marriage  and  a  home  seem  far  less  impracticable  than 
they  now  appear. 

Let  this  economy  be  shown  in  the  banishment  from  the  sanc- 
tuary of  extravagant  attire,  and  many  might  be  drawn  to  hear 
the  gospel,  whose  worldly  pride  will  not  let  them  come  into 
contrast  with  those  who  dress  far  more  richly  than  they  can  af- 
ford to  do.  The  example  of  Christian  families  of  character  and 
abundant  means  would  aid  reform  in  this  matter. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Horace  Wheeler  had  stood  up  years  before,  in  the  little  vil 
lage  church,  and  confessed  Christ  before  men.  He  was  then  not 
much  more  than  a  boy,  and  had  very  indefinite  notions  as  to  what 
this  step  implied  and  involved.  Indeed  he  hod  been  urged  into  it 
by  his  mother,  whose  delicate  health  made  it  probable  that  she 
would  not  live  to  see  him  safely  through  the  perils  of  early  youth, 
and  who  felt  that  she  could  die  in  peace  if  she  could  leave  him  in 
the  sheltering  bosom  of  the  church  she  loved.  She  died  soon  after 
he  entered  college,  and  so  he  lost  the  letters  that  would  have  coun- 
selled, and  stimulated  and  blessed  him.  Shall  we  say  he  lost  her 
prayers,  also?  God  only  knows.  His  father,  a  grave,  hard, 
good  man,  prayed  for,  but  rarely  wrote  to  him ;  he  had  never 
had  either  sister  or  brother. 

Perhaps  all  this  made  old  Mrs.  Faulkner  peculiarly  dear  to  him, 
when  on  his  establishing  himself  in  this  great  city,  she  became  to 
him  almost  a  mother.  But  all  he  kneto  of  religion  was  what  his 
own  meagre  experience  had  taught  him,  and  all  he  knew  of  young 
women,  he  had  learned  in  society.  And  he  had,  so  far,  got  very 
little  comfort  out  of  either.  So  now  when  he  marched  smarting 
and  stinging  out  of  Miss  Fitzsimmons'  ceiled  house,  he  never  once 
thought  of  such  a  thing  as  making  the  pain  she  had  cost  him  a  re- 
ligious discipline ;  nor  did  he  fly  to  the  genial  presence  of  other  la- 
dies in  the  hope  of  finding  solace  in  their  society.  On  the  contrary 
he  fell  to  generalizing  in  this  style  : 

"  They're  all  alike,  and  I  knew  it,  and  yet  have  been  and  made  a 
fool  of  myself.  All  they  care  for  or  think  of,  is  dress  and  show,  and 
fashion  There  is'nt  enough  heart  in  the  whole  concern  to  make 
one  warm,  manly  heart.  If  you  can  put  diamond  rings  on  their 
fingers,  and  give  them  palaces  to  live  in,  and  let  them  drive  about 
in  carriages,  they  may  condescend  to  let  you  sit  at  the  same  table, 
and  escort  them  withersoever  they  would  go.  But  offer  them  your 
unknown  name,  and  your  faithful  honest  heart,  and  they'll  laugh 
in  your  face  I 

"  To  think  how  they'll  get  their  heads  together  and  discuss  me, 
and  giggle  and  cackle  as  only  girls  and  geese  can  1  I  can  see  that 
simpering  Harriet  Frost,  Georgiana's  crony  and  toady,  swallow- 
ing the  whole  story,  and  then  running  to  tell  her  crony." 

He  went  back  to  his  room,  lighted  it,  pulled  off  his  boots  and 
tossed  them  spitefully  against  the  wall,  jerked  on  his  slippers,  and 
flung  himself  into  a  chair.  If  he  had  had  a  fire  to  poke  at,  that 
would  have  been  of  some  consolation ;  he  could  have  knocked  the 
coals  out  of  the  grate  and  picked  them  up  with  the  tongs,  and  fan- 
cied each  of  them  to  be  Georgiana  Fitzsimmons  as  he  did  so.  But 
the  room  was  warmed  by  hot  pipes,  and  offered  him  no  employ- 
ment, no  relief  to  his  troubled  thoughts.  He  believed  himself  to 
be  a  very  wretched,  much  abused  man,  mistaking  the  storm  of 
passion  that  swept  across  his  soul,  and  the  bitter  mortification  un- 
der which  he  suffered,  for  the  pangs  of  a  broken,  disappointed 
heart. 

Much  abused  he  certainly  was,  but  not  so  very  wretched,  fqr  a 
cigar  quite  soothed  and  comforted  him,  and  he  went  to  bed  in  due 
time,  and  slept  better  than  Georgiana  did,  after  all  the  sweet 
things  she  had  been  eating. 

And  while  he  was  dressing  he  began  to  congratulate  himself 
that  he  had  got  off  so  well,  though  he  still  twinged  at  the  remem- 
brance of  the  way  in  which  a  girl  five  years  younger  than  himself 
had  shown  her  superiority  in  worldly  wisdom. 

When  he  reached  his  office  he  found  a  note  from  Aunt  Jane 
awaiting  him,  in  which  she  asked  him  to  drop  in  "acccidentally" 
that  evening.  He  thought  he  might  as  well  go  and  get  laughed  at, 
and  have  it  over  with,  and  sent  an  amusing  reply,  in  which  he 
promised  to  do  all  sorts  of  accidental  things,  adding  that  Miss  Fitz 


54 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[March, 


Simmon  had  given  him  the  mitten  and  that  it  was  a  very  warm 
mitten  indeed,  and  that  now  he  should  never  marry  unless  Aunt 
Jane  herself  would  take  pity  on  him. 

At  eight  o'clock  ho  was  ushered  into  her  home-like  domains,  and 
found  himself  to  his  great  disgust,  at  a  sewing  circle.  He  had  got 
himself  up  quite  nicely,  considering  how  wretched  he  was,  and 
looked  very  handsome  and  attractive  as  he  made  his  way  through 
a  little  crowd  of  girls,  busy  in  dressing  dolls.  They  had  already 
dressed  thirty-two,  who  stood  in  rows  on  the  piano,  leaning  against 
each  other  fos  support,  and  looking  like  sixteen  pairs  of  twins, 
and  were  engaged  on  as  many  more.  Several  young  men  lounged 
about  the  room,  pretending  to  help,  and  making  all  sorts  of  ab- 
surd remarks,  which  the  maidens  deemed  very  witty.  After 
speaking  to  Aunt  Jane,  Horace  took  a  seat  among  the  rest,  and  fell 
into  a  bantering  talk  with  those  near  him,  while  he  cynically  looked 
at  this  array  of  pretty,  fresh  girls,  whom  in  his  heart  he  regarded 
as  so  many  embryo  flirts.  A  little  creature  sat  apart  from  the  rest, 
who,  he  was  sure,  had  not  yet  left  school ;  she  was  at  work  upon  a 
crying-baby,  which  she  was  getting  into  long  clothes.  Ho  would 
not  have  given  her  a  look  or  a  thought,  for  she  sat  with  her 
back  to  him  and  was  quite  absorbed  in  her  task,  but  that  she 
faced  a  mirror,  which  faithfully  reflected  her.  It  amused  him  to 
watch  her  thus  off  her  guard,  with  a  sweet,  matronly  look  gradu- 
ally stealing  over  her  almost  childish  face  as  the  baby  became 
every  moment  more  life-like  in  her  hands.  At  last  she  had  given 
it  a  final  touch,  and  secure  from  observation  as  she  fancied  herself, 
went  into  rapture  oyer  this  pretty  mockery  of  a  human  child,  kiss- 
ing, fondling  and  playing  with  it  just  as  a  young  mother  caresses 
and  sports  with  her  baby  of  flesh  and  blood — her  baby  with  a 
soul. 

"  The  little  thing  has  got  a  heart  of  her  own,"  mused  Horace, 
looking  curiously  on,  "  but  she  won't  have  one  long.  It  will  be 
cooled  out  of  her  as  soon  as  she  goes  into  that  charming  sphere 
called  society."  His  lip  curled  at  the  thought,  and  at  that  mo- 
ment she  looked  up  and  saw  that  he  had  been  observing  and  was 
despising  her.  He  saw  her  face  crimson  painfully,  knew  that  she 
had  misunderstood  the  contempt  of  his  glance,  and  was  shocked  at 
himself  for  his  carelessness.  But  he  did  a  right-minded,  manly 
thing,  which  was  just  like  him,  when  he  rose  and  made  his  way  to 
her  and  said,  frankly  and  warmly : 

"  I  played  the  spy,  it  is  true,  but  I  did  not  dream  that  I  sat  in 
such  a  position  that  there  was  the  least  chance  of  detection." 

"  If  people  will  do  silly,  childish  things  they  must  expect  to  be 
laughed  at,"  she  said. 

"But  I  was  not  laughing  at  you,"  said  Horace,  "  I  was  admiring 
yon  with  all  my  might." 

"  That  is  a  very  likely  story,"  she  said,  a  little  comforted,  and  a 
good  deal  re-assured  by  his  .manlier,  but  she  went  off  with  her  ba- 
by, leaving  him  ready  to  burst  with  repressed  amusement,  for  all 
the  time  they  had  stood  talking  together,  she  had  been  pressing  its 
little  round,  unconscious  cheek  against  her  own  hardly  lees  round. 
His  instinct  told  him  not  to  follow  her,  and  he  said  to  himself  be- 
sides, that  she  was  not  much  more  than  a  child,  and  so  he  tried  to 
make  himself  agreeable  to  those  who  were.  - 

This  was  a  different  set  of  girls  from  that  in  which  he  had  been 
idling  for  two  or  three  years.  Each  of  them  lived  for  a  purpose ; 
perhaps  not  quite  consciously,  certainly  not  very  grandly ;  but  their 
Sdhday  work  in  a  mission-school  had  given  them  a  degree  of  eleva- 
tion above  mere  triflers.  They  were  in  great  glee  this  evening, 
for  they  were  getting  ready  for  a  Christmas  festival,  and  the  doll 
dressing  being  now  over.  Aunt  Jane  ushered  them  into  the  dining- 
room,  where,  seated  at  a  long  table  they  were  to  fill  cornucopias 
with  sugar-plums.  And  the  broken-hearted  Horace  caught  the 
spirit  of  the  little  company,  and  enjoyed  the  innocent  mirth  of 
these  unspoiled  girls ;  a  man  who  could  afford  to  get  married  might 
be  happy  with  almost  any  of  them  he  said  to  himself,  bat  of  course 
he  was  not  that  man.  Though  he  had  tucked  a  cottage  into  the 
programme  in  which  Georgians  was  to  figure,  he  had  never 
thought  of  such  a  thing  as  living  in  one ;  it  was'nt  the  style,  now- 
vdays,  and  a  brown  stone  house  was  more  to  his  taste. 


When  the  company  broke  up,  and  while  the  girls  were  getting 
into  their  sacks  and  hats,  he  had  a  few  moments  with  Aunt  Jane, 
who,  to  his  great  relief,  made  no  allusion  to  his  discomfited  con- 
dition, but  thanked  him  for  coining,  and  asked  him  to  see  one  or 
more  of  her  young  friends  safely  home.  Observing  his  little  hero- 
ine of  the  baby  scene  standing  near,  he  offered  her  his  services  as 
an  escort. 

"  No,  I  am  not  going  anywhere,"  she  said ;  "  I  am  maHitg  Aunt 
Jane  a  visit." 

"  Aunt  Jane !  "  he  repeated,  "  then  you  and  I  are  cousins." 

"  Indeed  we  are  not,  for  she  is  not  really  my  aunt ;  I  only  call 
her  so  because  I  love  her  so,  and  because  she  lets  me." 

"  That  makes  our  relationship  doubly  near,"  he  said,  laughingly, 
for  she  is  not  my  aunt,  either ;  I  call  her  so  because  I  love  her  so, 
and  because  she  lets  me." 

He  repeated  her  words  and  her  manner  of  speaking  them  so  per- 
fectly, that  she  thought,  as  before,  that  he  was  secretly  laughing 
at  her ;  but  she  looked  up  and  said  gently : 

"  We  country  girls  come  to  the  city  expecting  to  say  and  do 
foolish  things,  and  get  laughed  at  for  our  pains." 

•'But  why  will  you  persist  in  fancying  that  I  am  laughing  at 
you,  my  dear  little  eoutin  t "  he  cried,  and  he  was  going  on  to  add, 
patronizingly,  "on  the  contrary  I  really  like  you,"  when  his  eye 
wandered  from  her  sweet,  upturned  face  to  her  two  little  plump 
hands,  and  he  saw  that  they  were  as  red  as  they  were  plump. 

"  She's  nothing  but  a  stupid  little  country  girl,  after  all,"  he  said 
to  himself,  "  though  where  she  picked  up  such  lady-like  manners, 
it  would  be  hard  to  guess ;"  so  then  he  took  himself  off  and  thought 
of  her  no  more. 

But  she  thought  of  him  a  good  many  times,  wondered  who  he 
was,  hoped  he  would  come  again,  knew,  three  minutes  after  she 
got  to  church  or  into  any  public  place  whether  he  was  there,  and 
was  always  expecting  to  meet  him  on  the  street  when  she  walked 
out.  In  spite  of  all  which,  she  had  a  charming  visit  at  Aunt  Jane's, 
and  went  home  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  where  she  was  nearly 
eaten  up  by  those  who  were  glad  to  get  her  and  her  useful  hands 
back  again,  even  though  they  were  red. 

Well,  Horace  Wheeler,  you  made  a  great  mistake  when  you  let 
her  slip  out  of  your  hands.  This  sweet,  loving,  Christian  girl 
would  have  aroused  the  feeble  Christian  life  now  almost  dead  in 
your  soul,  and  made  a  home  for  you  of  which  any  man  might  be 
proud.  And  so  Aunt  Jane  would  have  said  if  she  had  had  a  chance, 
but  he  did  not  give  her  one.  He  kept  away  from  her  week  after 
week ;  her  little  sermons,  as  he  called  them,  were  of  all  things 
most  repugnant  to  him.  He  had  been  drinking  at  broken  foun- 
tains, but  felt  sure  that  the  world  had  some  full  ones  which  sooner 
or  later  would  quench  his  thirst. 


chapter  m. 

The  season  this  year  was  unsually  gay,  and  Horace  plunged 
into  it  headlong.  Everybody  wanted  him  at  their  dancing  par- 
ties, their  private  theatricals,  their  musical  festivals;  his  tall, 
graceful  figure  was  an  ornament,  and  his  gay  sallies  passed  for 
keenest  wit.  He  had  to  meet  Georgiana  repeatedly,  but  his  air 
of  lofty  indifference  kept  her  at  a  distance,  while  it  secretly  vexed 
her,  for  she  had,  thus  far,  found  no  one  to  take  his  place.  But  he 
went  home  from  these  gay  scenes  out  of  spirits,  and  in  spite  of 
himself  had  his  hours  of  reflection,  when  there  came  to  him  un- 
comfortable intimations  that  he  was  not  living  the  true  life  for 
which  he  was  born. 

"  Well,"  he  would  reply,  "  if  a  man  lives  in  the  world  he  must 
be  of  it.  Some  may  spend  their  time  in  driving  Mission  Schools 
and  Sunday  Schools,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  but  we  can't  all  be 
doing  it,  any  more  than  we  can  all  be  ministers  and  fall  to  preach- 
ing. I  am  as  strict  as  most  young  fellows ;  father  does*nt  think  so, 
it  is  true,  but  the  world  has  got  ahead  of  him,  and  has  none  of 
his  old-fashioned  ways.  It  does  not  hurt  me  to  go  to  the  theatre, 
or  to  dance,  or  to  play  a  harmless  game  of  cards;  in  fact  I  feel 
that  I  ought  to  take  my  own  independent  course  in  such  matters. 
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I  am  as  regular  at  church  as  any  of  them  ;  if  I  don't  go  to  prayer 
meetings  it  is  because  there  are  so  few  evenings  in  the  week,  and 
because  I  do  not  enjoy  them.  And  as  to  taking  a  class  in  a  Mis- 
sion School,  as  Aunt  Jane  is  always  saying  I  ought,  why,  I  should 
have  to  get  up  an  hour  earlier  than  I  do  usually,  and  it  is  bad 
enough  as  it  is.  And  at  any  rate  I  can't  do  it  just  now,  for  it  would 
set  everybody  to  talking  and  saying  how  my  trials  had  been  bless- 
ed to  me ;  and  that  I  could'nt  stand." 

Now  there  was  a  man  of  a  sorrowful  countenance  and  of  a  sor- 
rowful spirit  away  off  in  a  little  country -town,  praying  for  his  only 
son  at  these  very  moments,  and  his  prayers  were  going  to  prevail. 
The  knowledge  that  his  boy,  his  dead  wife's  boy,  was  living  a 
worldly,  useless  life,  in  defiance  of  the  training  he  had  had,  and 
the  vows  he  had  taken  upon  himself,  had  crushed  out  what  little 
gladness  he  ever  had  in  him,  and  that  was  not  much.  He  believed 
that  Horace  was  really  regenerate,  and  that  his  soul  would  be 
saved  at  last ;  but  that  did  not  give  him  much,  if  it  did  any,  relief, 
when  he  set  it  off  against  the  awful  fact  that  he  was  not,  in  any 
sense,  living  for  the  glory  of  God,  but  simply  to  and  for  himself. 
And  ever  and  anon  when  he  was  pleading  for  his  son  with  strong 
crying  and  tears,  there  would  surge  up  in  the  soul  of  that  son, 
unwelcome,  painful  thoughts  ;  recollections  of  his  mother  and  his 
mother's  teachings,  faint  yearnings  for  a  faith  and  a  practice  like 
hers.  He  wist  not  whence  they  came,  nor  what  a  fearful  risk  he 
ran  when  he  resisted  and  stifled  them. 

It  was  Sunday,  and,  as  usual,  when  he  went  to  church  regularly 
anywhere,  he  sat  with  Aunt  Jane,  in  her  pew.  He  had  a  bad 
habit  of  wandering  about  from  church  to  church,  with  no  special 
preference  for  any  one,  and  she  had  not  seen  him  at  hers  for  some 
weeks,  ne  behaved  himself  now  with  great  outward  devotion ; 
took  off  his  glove  reverently,  as  his  mother  had  taught  him  to 
do,  as  he  sat  at  the  sacramental  table,  and  received  the  sacred 
bread  and  wine,  and  joined  in  the  hymns  with  apparent  fervor. 
Aunt  Jane's  heart  yearned  for  him ;  how  much  this  festival  meant 
to  her — how  little  to  him  I  And  as  she  silently  prayed  for  him, 
he  felt  the  old  discomfort  creeping  over  him,  the  sense  of  unrest 
experienced,  at  times,  at  least,  by  every  human  soul  that  tries  to 
satisfy  its  infinite  longings  and  yearnings  with  finite  things. 
*  Will  yon  come  home  with  me  to  teat"  She  whispered,  after  a 
little  struggle  with  herself,  for  in  her  present  mood  his  soul  and 
hen  would  not  be  likely  to  come  in  very  close  contact. 

"Anything  but  a  boarding-house  on  a  Sunday  evening,"  he 
said,  rather  ungraciously,  she  thought.  How  many  there  were  in 
that  church,  who  would  have  felt  it  a  privilege  to  spend  this  quiet 
evening  with  her  whose  cheerful  piety  and  wise  words  made  her 
such  a  delightful  companion  to  those  who  loved  her.  And  he  was 
only  going  to  do  it  to  get  rid  of  the  time  I  Well,  she  meant  to 
keep  her  hold  on  Emily  Wheeler's  boy ;  one  of  these  days  he 
would  thank  her  for  it. 

So  they  walked  away  together,  he  a  little  silent  and  pre-occu- 
pied ;  she  bright  and  happy,  and  talkative,  and  ready  to  fill  his 
empty  cup  from  her  full  one,  if  he  would  only  let  her.  And  after 
tea,  when  they  were  alone  together,  she  won  from  him  the  whole 
story  about  Georgians,  and  listened  to  all  his  tiresome  expres- 
sions of  disgust  and  vexation,  a  good  deal  as  an  angel  would  have 
done. 

"You  see,  Aunt  Jane,  she  has  made  me  lose  all  faith  in 
women ;  that's  the  hard  part  of  it.  For  she  certainly  lured  mo  on 
with  such  pretty  little  ways,  such  adoring  little  glances!  Oh, 
you  need'nt  ascribe  all  this  to  my  vanity ;  her  manner  is  indes- 
cribable, but  it  was  such  as  no  high  minded  girl  could  possibly 
fall  into  with  a  man  she  meant  to  reject." 

"I  do  not  doubt  it,"  was  the  reply.  "And  I  can,  perhaps,  ex- 
plain to  you  why  you  were  so  deluded  by  it.  For  the  time,  and 
in  a  certain  way,  she  really  liked  you,  and  instead  of  concealing 
that  liking,  as  under  the  circumstances  she  was  bound  to  do,  she 
made  the  very  most  of  it." 

"But  eari  girls  honorably  conceal  such  liking V  he  asked. 

"  Van  they  r  repeated  Aunt  Jane.  "  Why,  give  them  motives 
strong  enough  and  they  can  hide  .and  stifle  their  souls  forever,  And 


the  most  sacred  instincts  call  them  to  do  so ;  for  it  is  n8t  an  un- 
heard of  thing  for  girls  to  give  their  hearts  unasked,  and  yet  in 
impenetrable  secrecy." 

"  Do  tell  me  something  more  about  the  dear  creatures  I"  cried 
Horace.  "  It  is  delightful  to  think  there  may  be  a  lovely  maiden 
dying  for  me,  somewhere.  I'm  sure,"  he  added,  suddenly  changing 
his  careless  tone  for  a  serious  one,  "  I  wish  there  was." 

"  I  do  not  see  what  good  that  would  do  you,"  said  Aunt  Jane. 
"  But  I  sincerely  wish  and  pray  that  you  may  find  a  true-hearted, 
loving,  christian  women  to  wife,  Horace.  You  need  it,  sadly. 
You  are  frittering  away  your  life  now,  and  need  to  have  a  new 
element  infused  into  it.    Or  rather,  two  elements." 

"  And  what  are  they  T' 

"  I  dare  not  tell  you  because  you  have  protested  against  my 
preaching  what  you  call,  sermons." 

"  Notwithstanding,  say  on,"  he  returned. 

"  You  need  first,  then,  lovo  to  God.  Don't  interrupt  me ;  I  know 
you  profess  to  love  Him  now.  But  you  can  not  pretend  that  this 
is  the  inspiration  of  your  life." 

"  No,"  he  said,  laughing,  to  hide  his  embarrassment  "  I  certainly 
cannot,  and  do  not." 

"  And  in  the  second  place  you  want  love  to  a  pure,  true  women, 
who  will  make  a  homo  for  you  with  her  love." 

"  That  is  true  enough,  at  all  events,"  he  said,  relieved  that  the 
dreaded  "  sermon  "  had  been  so  brief.  "  But  allowing  that  such  a 
being  as  you  describe,  exists  on  earth,  where  am  I  to  find  her  ? 
And  if  I  find,  what  am  I  to  do  with  her.  Take  her  to  my  board- 
ing-house V 

"  By  no  means.    Get  a  house  and  live  in  it  with  her." 

"  You  might  just  as  well  say  get  a  fortune,  and  share  it  with 
her.    You  know  that  I  cannot  afford  it." 

"  I  know  that  you  have  often  said  so,  and  to  be  sure,  you  can- 
not take  a  house  in  a  fashionable  neighborhood,  furnish  it  richly, 
and  establish  a  fashionable  young  lady  in  it.  But  if  you  would 
once  make  up  your  mind  that  these  mere  outside  advantages  do 
not  touch  the  inner  life  in  a  single  point ;  that  you  want  wife  and 
children,  and  not  upholstery  and  style,  I  believe  you  could  settle 
down  in  a  happy  home  forthwith." 

The  heart  hidden  away  under  the  waistcoat  gave  a  great  throb 
at  the  words  wife,  and  children ; — Horace  was  not  spoiled  by  the 
life  he  had  been  leading,  though  tainted  by  it. 

"  All  you  say  about  my  needing  a  home  is  true,  Aunt  Jane " 
he  replied,  and  you  might  say  the  same  of  every  young  man  in 
tho  city.  But  every  year  makes  our  case  more  hopeless.  Getting 
married  is  as  formidable  as  getting  to  heaven ;  for  my  part  I  have 
about  given  up  all  hope  of  attaining  either.  Why,  the  ring  a  man 
offers  his  betrothed  when  she  promises  to  be  hie,  must  not  be  valua- 
ble as  the  pledge  of  his  affection,  or  as  a  Bacred  relic  of  his  past 
life  but  intrinsically  costly,  so  that  his  Amanda  can  say  to  all  her 
bosom  friends, '  Behold  how  many  hundred  dollars  worth  of  Ar- 
thur's love  I  wear  upon  my  finger  I'" 

He  spoke  bitterly,  and  turned  his  mother's  ring  about,  as  it  hung 
on  his  watch-chain.  "  And  then,"  he  pursued,  as  Aunt  Jane  was 
silent,  "comes  the  wedding  I  and  that  involves  another  visit  to  the 
jeweller's ;  and  so  on  and  so  on ;  Amanda  must  have  her  rich 
dresses,  and  give  her  elegant  entertainments,  and  Arthur  chooses 
she  should ;  but  if  he  happens  to.be  poor,  what  then?" 

"What  then?"  cried  Aunt  Jane,  "why  lot  him  adapt  himself 
to  his  poverty.  Did  Eve  ask  Adam  to  give  her  a  palace  to  live  in 
when  he  had  nothing  but  a  garden  t  And  are  there  to  be  no 
weddings  save  diamond  weddings — no  homes  save  in  ceiled 
houses  r' 

"  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk,"  he  said,  glancing  around  the  taste- 
fully adorned  room  in  which  they  sat.  "But  you,  who  have  always 
been  used  to  refinement  and  luxury,  do  not  know  how  essential 
they  are." 

"I  know  that  I,  a  poor  girl,  married  a  poor  man,"  returned 
Aunt  Jane.  "  And  he  took  me  to  a  home  in  which  his  love  was 
my  solo  luxury,  and  mine  my  only  refining  influence,  And  how 
gladly  I  would  go  back  with  him  this  day,  leaving  behind  me  all 
that  his  long  years  of  labor  have  won  for  me,  into  that  homely 
home,  if  I  might  but  go  there  with  him  in  poverty  instead  of  weep- 
ing for  him  amid  this  wealth.  Oh  1  Men  make  such  mistakes,  such 
fearful  remediless  mistakes  1  They  sacrifice  the  lives  on 
which  other  lives  hang,  under  the  delusion  that  when  they  are 
gone,  money  can  satisfy  the  aching,  empty  hearts  they  leave  be- 
hind them," 

This  was  the  first  time  she  had  ever  made  the  slightest  allusion 
to  a  sorrow  that  had  cast  first  a  great  shadow  and  then  a  great  illu- 
mination upon  her  life.  An  illumination — for  a  shadow  implies 
a  sun. 

'  You  must  go  now,"  she  said,  after  a  moment, "  for  I  have  got 
a  little  off  the  track,  and  don't  know  just  when  it  was.  But  come 
again  as  soon  as  you  like,  and  meanwhile,  God  bless  you  1"  She 
gave  him  her  hand  with  her  usual  bright  sinile,  and  he  went  away 
without  a  word. 
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A  WORD  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Most  newspaper  enterprises  rest  upon  a  considerable  cash 
capital,  and  employ  this  in  extensive  advertising,  as  the  means 
for  building  up  a  large  circulation.  The  Monthly  does  not 
possess  this  moneyed  basis ;  the  order  for  publication  given  at 
Portland  was  not -accompanied  by  a  certified  check.  The  com- 
mittee has  no  available  "  capital "  other  than  the  interest  which 
the  members  of  the  Associations  should  take  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  paper  fully  in  sympathy  with  their  work  and  co-operat- 
ing with  them  at  all  points  to  strengthen  public  confidence  in 
their  usefulness.  We  aim  to  do  this  by  means  of  contributions 
from  the  ablest  and  most  learned  of  the  christian  writers  of  the 
day: 

The  question  is  still  unanswered,  shall  the  "capital"  pledged 
at  Portland  be  made  available  ?  Will  the  Associations  take 
up  this,  their  own  work,  in  one  of  its  broadest  phases,  and  press 
it  to  a  satisfactory  result,  or  will  they  treat  it  in  a  half-hearted 
way,  and  extend  the  task  of  establishing  the  Monthly  over  the 
period  of  a  year  or  more,  when  a  vigorous  effort  would  accom- 
plish that  result  in  two  months. 

The  Committee  would  not  exchange  the  "  capital  "  pledged 
at  Portland  for  the  support  of  the  paper,  for  one  simply  in 
dollars.  It  however  belongs  to  the  leading  members  of  the 
Associations  to  render  this  "  capital  "  available.  We  cannot 
but  feel  it  the  duty  of  the  brethren  to  take  up  the  work  of 
obtaining  subscriptions,  and  immediately  placing  the 
Monthly  in  a  condition  of  permanence.  Will  this  require 
personal  sacrifice  ?  Yes !  But  in  this  the  Committee  ask  noth- 
ing beyond  what  they  are  willing  to  do  themselves ;  they  are 
content  to  solicit  subscriptions  and  advertisements,  in  execut- 
ing the  commands  laid  upon  them  at  Portland.  They  are 
anxious  in  this  matter,  for  they  know  the  Association  cause 
demands  that  a  large  circulation  be  secured.  A  four  years 
experience  in  the  general  work,  has  taught  the  members  of  the 
Committee  that  the  pressing  need  of  our  cause  is  such  a  paper 
as  this  is  designed  to  be.  In  no  way  can  the  Associations 
render  so  noble  and  lasting  a  service  as  in  persistent  efforts  to 
increase  the  list  of  subscribers. 

We  offer  to  canvassers  10  cents  on  each  subscription  of  a 
dollar ;  and  18  cents  of  each  subscription  of  one  dollar  and 
twelve  cents.  We  repeat  two  practical  suggestions  made  last 
month:  first 

cany  ass  the  associations. 

Will  the  president  or  secretary  of  each  Association  place  in 
the  hands  of  some  willing,  competent  person— one  temporarily 
out  of  employment  would  be  specially  available — a  list  of  the 
names  on  their  roll  of  membership. 

CANVASS  THE  CHURCHES. 

Through  their  church  committee  each  Association  is  vitally 
connected  with  the  various  churches.  Having  secured  the  ap- 
proval and  sanction  of  the  pastor,  the  members  of  each  church 
would  become  accessible  to  a  canvasser,  who  should,  if  possible, 
belong  to  the  church  whose  members  he  visits. 

To  a  bright  boy  in  the  Sunday-Schoal  we  find  the  commis- 
sion is  more  stimulating  than  to  an  adult. 


PURER  POLITICS. 

To  a  young  man  who  expects  to  live  and  die  an  American 
citizen,  theve  are  some  aspects  of  our  present  condition  that 
had  better  be  studied  on  bright  days,  and  in  cheerful  circum- 
stances. Plunder  is  legalized  with  a  facility  that  is  encourag- 
ing to  schemers.  Marriage  bonds  can  be  lawfully  sundered 
with  little  cost  of  feeling  to  the  promoter  of  the  separation. 
Ordinary  crime  is  a  mere  passing  incident  of  city  life,  of  which 
no  one  who  "  knows  the  town  "  makes  much  account,  and  mur- 
der is  reduced  to  the  minimum  of  risk  to  the  ruffian.  The 
"  reign  of  law  "  is  a  good  phrase  in  science,  and  in  history ;  it 
is  a  thing  of  memory ;  we  live  in  an  interregnum.  Some  sneer; 
some  are  indignant ;  some  are  discouraged ;  some  are  very  sor- 
ry ;  some  are  unspeakably  bitter ;  some  meditate  and  discuss 
swift  and  sharp  remedies.  A  man  of  good  character,  and  aver- 
age sobriety,  stated  to  his  friends  the  other  day,  his  willingness 
to  act  on  a  "committee  to  hang  a  judge;"  and  he  named  his 
man. 

Nor  is  it  New  York  only  where  the  stream  of  emigration  de- 
posits its  debris  that  things  are  gloomy.  Is  there  any  villany  so 
black  that  it  cannot  get  whitened  at  Albany?  Is  there  any 
job  so  atrocious  that  it  cannot  find  friends  there?  Who  thinks 
of  anything  being  done  there  because  it  is  right  ?  Who  would 
be  so  indescribably  silly  as  to  appeal  to  a  sense  of  justice  ? 
Power,  votes,  influence,  party,  money — these  can  be  heard ;  but 
justice,  often  represented  as  blind  and  lame,  to  symbolize  im- 
partiality and  slowness,  is  deaf  and  dumb  at  Albany. 

But  there  is  hope  at  Washington  ?  We  should  be  sorry  to 
think  that  the  heart  of  the  nation  is  so  diseased  as  some  of  its 
members.  But  the  prospect  there  is  not  without  dark  features. 
There  are,  indeed,  high-minded,  accomplished,  and  we  believe, 
Christian  men  among  the  legislators  and  prominent  persons  at 
Washington ;  but  one  would  not  easily  discover  the  fact  from 
the  reported  debates.  We  are  young  men ;  we  do  not  claim  the 
mastery  of  complicated  questions  of  finance,  and  international 
law.  But  as  possessors  of  ordinary  culture,  we  can  see  a  dis- 
tinction between  wit  and  ribaldry,  between  humor  and  profan- 
ity— a  distinction  that  seems  to  have  escaped  the  notice  even  of 
senators.  We  are  past  that  very  early  stage  in  human  life  when 
intense  personality  stands  for  oratorical  force,  and  passionate 
reviling  for  patriotic  fire.  The  poor  ambition  thus  displayed 
cannot  secure  the  respect  of  the  young  men  of  the  country.  It 
cannot  inspire  them  with  any  noble  aims.  It  is  political  kero- 
sene, awkwardly  handled,  and  declaring  itself  c-ery  now  and 
then  by  a  mischievous  explosion. 

We  are  young  men,  who  know  of  the  past,  by  the  histcry  oi 
our  country;  who  cannot  but  sigh  for  "the  brave  days  of  old," 
when  men  feared  God  more,  and  loved  their  country  better. 
We  are  of  no  party,  but  we  also  love  our  country,  and  we  can- 
not but  pray  to  God,  that  He  would  "  restore  our  judges  as  at 
the  first,  and  our  counsellors  as  at  the  beginning." 

But  it  is  idle  to  whine  over  the  evils  if  we  can  think  of  no 
remedy.  Is  there  any?  Let  us  see.  In  a  dirty  back  room  of 
a  drinking-house,  suited  to  its  occupants,  in  whom  the  fumes 
of  tobacco  and  drink  contend  for  mastery,  there  is  in  progress 
a  political  meeting.  The  great  interests  of  this  continent  with 
forty  millions  of  people,  and  its  far  greater  prospective  inter- 
ests, are  in  hand.  These  men  vinous,  vicious  and  vagabond, 
have  them  in  charge.  Mark  the  calm,  judicial  faculty  of  each. 
Hear  those  solemn  utterances  I  If  they  do  not  know  the  nature 
of  an  oath  it  is  not  from  want  of  familiarity  with  it.  They  are 
in  earnest  in  their  convictions.  Most  of  them  have  arms.  They 
will  canvass  the  ward  to-morrow  with  pistols.  What  empha- 
sis there  is  in  a  well-directed  club  I  What  a  pointed  argument 
is  a  six-shooter  I    And  what  are  they  doing?    Why  my  dear 
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sir,  "  fixing  the  ticket "  for  an  election,  laying  the  track  for  the 
wheels  of  our  Government,  and  making  our  rulers  and  law-ma- 
makers.  That  unsavory  apartment  is  the  "Chamber"  that 
rules  us;  these  soiled  and  grimy  hands  rock  the  cradles  of  our 
legislators,  judges,  and  statesmen.  "  Who  can  bring  a  clean 
thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?    Not  one." 

Then  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Only  one  thing.  Take  the  man- 
agement out  of  the  hands  of  these  men,  not  by  remodeling  the 
existing  institutions,  but  by  working  them.  Mind  rules  matter ; 
men  are  superior  to  brutes.  Let  educated  men  that  have  a  stake 
in  the  country,  bear  their  share  in  the  earliest  deliberations, 
fight  the  battle  from  the  beginning,  put  these  adventurers  where 
they  belong,  and  restore  their  proteges  and  tools  to  their  origi- 
nal occupations. 

"  It  cannot  be  done."  Cannot  be  done !  The  Union  was 
menaced  by  the  whole  South,  including  many  wise,  brave  and 
chivalrous  men,  and  we  are  old  enough  to  remember  the  result. 
Unprincipled  "  roughs"  now  lay  hands  on  us  with  the  practi- 
cal demand :  "  your  money  or  your  life,"  and  we— thousands  of 
men,  educated  gentlemen,  here  in  New  York,  and  multitudes 
out  of  New  York,  hang  our  heads,  give  the  money,  and  say  "  it 
cannot  be  helped."  Shame  upon  us  I  "  Shall  we  who  would 
not  suffer  the  lion  to  invade  us,  tamely  submit  to  be  devoured 
by  the  wolf?"  Either  our  institutions  are  sadly  at  fault  or  we 
are.  We  exonerate  the  institutions.  Ourselves  must  bear  the 
blame. 

And  as  for  Albany  and  Washington,  we  argue,  ■'  like  case, 
like  rule."  Why  should  "politics"  be  a  synonym  for  corrup- 
tion, and  a  politician  presumptively  a  schemer  ?  Politics  is  a 
science,  and  one  of  the  noblest.  Statesmanship  is  one  of  the 
loftiest  spheres  for  human  effort.  The  science  must  be  studied, 
and  the  statesmanship  must  be  learned,  that  the  one  and  the 
other  may  be  rescued  from  hands  that  are  often  soiled,  often 
violent,  often  incompetent.  We  call  upon  our  brethren  to  look 
into  this  thing,  and  inquire  if  Christian  men  be  not  called  to 
the  rescue  of  our  institutions  and  our  country. 
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MORE  ABOUT  THE  CONVENTIONS. 

The  Maine  Contention. — The  printed  published  report  of 
the  State  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions of  Maine — the  twelfth  of  which  we  have  made  mention — 
is  full  of  interesting  information.  The  Convention  met  at 
Bangor,  Oct.  20th  and  21st,  1869. 

Of  the  31  Associations  that  have  been  formed  in  Maine, 
15  were  represented  by  57  delegates,  while  from  22  reports  were 
received.  The  largest,  that  at  Portland,  contains  340  mem- 
bers, Lewiston  having  232,  Auburn  160,  Biddeford  110  and 
Bath  100.  Twelve  of  the  Associations  have  more  than  50 
members. 

The  Convention  assembled  in  the  First  Baptist  Church  oi 
Bangor.  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Chase  of  Portland  was  chosen  chair- 
man, and  topics  of  living  interest  to  the  brethren  were  very 
profitably  discussed  till  the  hour  of  adjournment  on  the  fol- 
lowing evening.  Conversions  were  reported  in  7  of  the 
15  Associations  represented.  At  Lewiston  100  souls  had  been 
led  to  the  Savionr  during  tho  year.  The  accounts  of  the  work 
from  all  parts  of  the  State  were  encouraging. 

Commenting  on  the  sessions  of  the  Convention,  the  Portland 
Pre**  says:  "Although  the  attendance  this  year  has  been 
smaller  than  at  other  Conventions,  the  proceedings  and  debates 
compare  favorably  with  those  of  other  years  and  the  members 
parted  with  a  new  impulse  to  effort  in  an  enterprise  which  in 
importance  is  second  to  none  of  our  moral  reformatory  move- 
ments." 


Result  in  Indiana. — Prom  Indianapolis,  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt 
writes :  "  Our  State  Convention  at  Lafayette,  in  Oct.  last,  has 
had  an  excellent  effect.     Associations  have  been  formed    at 


Greencastle,  Washington,  Peru,  Greenfield  and  Greensburg. 
All  are  doing  well.  And  everywhere  the  work  has  been  ad- 
vanced. Many  old  Associations  have  been  greatly  quickened. 
The  good  influence  of  our  Associations  upon  the  Churches  is 
beginning  to  be  acknowledged.  As  a  rule,  all  over  the  States 
where  Associations  exist,  the  Churches  and  Christians  are 
more  active  than  elsewhere.  Indiana  has  been  charged,  per- 
haps justly,  with  being  behind  sister  States  in  Christian  activity. 
Our  young  men  are  in  a  fair  way  now,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
to  remove  this  reproach. 


Watched  and  Pkated  fob. — A  Christian  lady  writes  to  us 
these  stimulating  words  of  good  cheer.  They  call  for  a  fitting  re- 
sponse on  our  part  in  the  form  of  new  zeal  and  devotedness  in  la- 
bor for  the  rescue  of  those  in  peril  of  their  lives :  "You  but  faintly 
realize  with  what  feelings  of  anxiety  and  interest  the  eyes  of 
mothers,  wives  and  sisters  aie  watching  your  progress,  mothers 
praying  for  the  reclamation  of  -some  lost  or  erring  one,  strayed 
in  an  evil  hour  from  tho  path  of  duty,  and  fallen  step  by  step, 
an  easy  prey  to  the  destroyer ;  wives  anxious  concerning  the  un- 
employed time  of  their  husbands,  hours  devoted  to  recreation 
when  the  club-house  offers  such  tremendous  attractions; 
and  sisters  weeping  for  wayward  or  estranged  brothers,  and 
all,  depending  so  much  upon  your  instrumentality.  Would 
that  I  could  in  the  slightest  measure  express  to  you  the  joy  and 
delight  that  fills  my  soul  when  I  feel  and  know  that  you  are  an 
organized,  active,  wide-awake  reality.  The  trust  is  great,  the 
responsibility  mighty,  but  the  prayers  of  hundreds  all  over  our 
land,  are  ascending  continually  to  the  throne  of  God,  for  the 
Divine  blessing  upon  this  most  Christian  enterprise." 


THE  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

(See  Jlrrt  page.) 

The  first  page  of  this  number  of  the  Monthly  contains  a 
picture  of  the  building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  San  Francisco.  This  cut  first  appeared  in  the  Harper's 
Weekly  of  Feb.  6,  1869.  This  Home  for  Christian  Young  Men, 
was  erected  in  the  city  of  the  Golden  Gate,  during  the  year  1868. 

It  is  located  on  Suttee  Street,  and  has  a  frontage  of  54  feet 
with  a  depth  of  120  feet  It  consists  of  a  basement  and  two 
stories,  with  a  Mansard  roof  overlooked  by  a  tower,  and  con- 
tains a  reading-room,  lecture  hall,  library,  and  lodging  and 
bath  rooms.  There  is  also  a  gymnasium  connected  with  the 
building.  The  front  is  built  of  blue  sand-stone  wrought  after 
the  Venetian  style.    The  building  and  lot  cost  $75,000. 

Aided  by  the  occupancy  and  use  of  this  edifice  with  all  its 
appointments,  the  brethren  in  San  Francisco  were  enabled 
greatly  to  enlarge  their  work.  The  Association  has  587  mem- 
bers, 500  of  whom  were  added  during  the  year  in  which  the 
building  was  completed.    The  library  contains  3,000  volumes. 


'  A  DANOEB  AND   HOW  TO  OUABD  AGAINST  IT.—"  The  defect  in 

all  Associations,"  said  a  speaker  in  one  of  the  fall  conventions, 
"  is  exactly  the  same.  Individual  workers  look  to  everybody 
else  but  themselves.  We  establish  Associations,  libraries  and 
reading  rooms,  and  then  wait  for  the  whole  mass  to  work.  We 
lay  not  enough  stress  on  individual  consecration.  Each  one 
is  waiting  for  everybody  else.  Let  us  go  forward  each  by  him- 
self seeking  to  bring  some  soul  to  the  Saviour.  By  this  personal 
devotedness  and  activity  the  cause  of  the  master  will  be  pro- 
moted and  his  name  glorified  in  the  turning  of  many  to  right- 
eousness." 
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THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

no  seal'  antagonism  between  them. 

In  addressing  one  of  our  Associations,  a  leading  Pastor  of 
this  city  lately  said :  "  When  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions began  their  work,  the  Churches  were  inclined  to  look  upon 
them  in  much  the  same  way  that  passengers,  during  the  days 
of  the  stage-coach,  were  wont  to  regard  some  mysterious  stran- 
ger who,  on  a  rainy,  cheerless  night,  hailed  the  lumbering  coach 
from  the  wayside  and  insisted  on  pushing  himself  into  the  al- 
ready crowded  vehicle.  Nor  even  now  have  all  traces  of  this 
suspicion  and  annoyance  disappeared  from  the  minds  of 
many  brethren  in  our  churches." 

If  the  Associations  furnish  any  real  ground  for  this  senti- 
ment, it  can  only  be  by  interfering  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Churches.  This  they  do,  it  is  alleged,  by  de- 
priving the  Churches  of  the  active  support  of  their  young  men 
whose  energies  they  engross  in  Associatiorial  work.  The 
charge  is  a  serious  one,  and  we  hear  it  often  repeated.  As 
we  write,  a  letter  comes  from  an  Association  which  is  find- 
ing one  of  the  "  chief  obstacles  "  to  its  work  in  the  tact  that 
"  the  Churches  look  upon  us  suspiciously  and  seem  to  feel  that 
we  are  usurping  a  work  that  belongs  to  them."  We  believe 
there  is  no  good  reason  forthis  suspicion. 

For  in  the  first  place  the  Churches  possess  an  adequate  safe- 
guard against  any  apprehended  withdrawal  from  their  work 
ing  force.  The  Associations  themselves  emphatically  disclaim 
and  discourage  any  such  course  on  the  part  of  their  mem 
bers.  The  prior  claim  of  the  Churches  upon  the  Christian  ac- 
tivity ot  their  young  men  has-been  reiterated  in  our  international 
and  state,  county  and  town  conventions.  Read  the  last  decla- 
ration of  this  kind,  made  at  the  International  Convention 
held  at  Portland,  in  July,  1869 : 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  it  the  bounden  duty  of  the  mem- 
bers of  all  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  calling  them- 
selves Christians,  to  hold  their  duties  and  obligations  to  their 
respective  churches,  and  to  the  services  of  the  same,  as  having 
a  prior  claim  upon  their  sympathy  and  efforts. 

By  oft-repeated  utterances  of  this  kind  the  leading  Christian 
young  men  all  over  the  country,  who  control  and  shape  the 
action  of  these  societies,  plainly  declare  that  they  love  the 
Church  more  than  the  Association  and  that  their  allegiance 
to  the  latter  shall  in  no  manner  interfere  with  the  superior 
claim  of  the  former  upon  their  Christian  zeal  and  energy.  This 
is  certainly  a  strong  guarantee  for  the  non-interference  of  the 
Association  with  the  Church. 

It  is  said  however,  that  the  young  men  mean  well,  but  arc 
thwarting  their  own  wishes  and  destroying  what  they  seek  to 
build  up.  In  reply  wc  point  to  Churches  invigorated  by  revi- 
vals started  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  many 
of  which  have  thus  been  owned  as  the  channel  of  the  divine 
blessing.  In  another  column  we  record  a  signal  work  of  this 
sort  which,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Association,  has 
been  enjoyed  by  the  Churches  and  people  of  the  National 
Capital.  This  is  not  an  isolated  case.  There  are  not  a  few 
Churches — and  their  number  is  constantly  increasing — which 
are  stronger  in  young  men  and  in  Christian  work  to-day,  be- 
cause the  Association  flourishes  near  them.  Some  Churches 
have  already  formed  within  their  own  membership,  young 
men's  societies.  The  parent  Union  Association  in  this  way  be- 
comes the  more  secure  of  support.  For  the  Churches  rejoicing 
in  the  strength  and  increase  of  their  young  men  and  grateful 
for  the  accession  they  have  received,  cheerfully  delegate  a  por- 
tion of  their  new  youthful  force  to  the  support  of  the  benefi- 
cent organization  to  which  they  owe  so  much  and  which 
requires  for  its  work  comparatively  little  aid  from  each  Church. 

Such  is  the  true  mission  of  these  rapidly  growing  organiza- 


tions. "  There  is  that  scattereth  and  yet  increaseth."  So  said 
that' first  small  band  of  missionaries  whom  the  Church  at  home 
sixty  years  ago  seemed  ill  able  to_  spare.  Who  does  not  be- 
lieve that  to-day  the  American  Churches  and  ministry  are 
stronger  and  more  numerous  because  of  the  hundreds  of  Christ- 
ian heralds  they  have  sent  out  among  the  heathen.  We  believe 
this  to  be  true,  though  missionaries  arc  obliged  to  sever  them- 
selves from  their  native  land  and  can  send  back  to  our  Churches 
very  few  converts. 

But  the  young  men  of  the  Association  while  prosecuting 
missionary  work  among  their  fellows,  retain  living  connection 
with  the  Church,  constantly  bringing  accessions  to  it.  They 
have  in  many  cases  revealed  to  the  Churches  the  "strong" 
element  they  have  in  their  young  men.  Not  the  emasculation 
therefore,  but  the  invigoration  of  the  Churches  is  what  we 
seek.  To  accomplish  this,  brotherly  harmony  and  co-opera- 
tion are  indispensable.  "  Can  two  walk  together,  except  they 
be  agreed  V  Often  already  have  the  barriers,  built  up  by  in- 
discretions and  misunderstandings,  been  swept  away  by  the 
out-pouring  of  the  spirit,  and  we  have  rejoiced  together  in  the 
work  and  the  love  of  the  Master.  Let  us  pray  with  faith  and 
fervor,  and  second  prayer  by  effort,  for  the  increase  in  number 
and  power  of  these  precious  seasons.  Suspicion  and  prejudice, 
with  their  satannic  author,  will  then  flee  away,  and  in 
joyous,  fruitful  labor  for  the  souls  of  the  perishing  all.  All 
ground  or  occasion  for  separation  will  be  forgotten.  The  fact  of 
co-operation  to  mutual  edification  will  dispel  every  lingering 
fear  of  discord  or  antagonism. 


The  Association  in  Country,  Town  and  City. — A  sketch 
of  the  scope  of  the  work  in  these  different  localities  is  thus 
drawn  by  a  correspondent : 

"  The  distinctive  work  of  Associations  in  the  country  con- 
sists of  Prayer  Meetings  in  school-houses  and  families ;  Mission 
Sunday  Schools ;  Tract  Distribution ;  Visiting  the  Sick  and 
those  who  go  to  no  place  of  worship,  and  encouraging  each 
other,  by  example,  to  do  the  work  of  '  good  soldiers.' 

"  In  towns  the  object  is  to  hold  Union  Prayer  Meetings  that 
may  harmonize  tho  Churches,  Mission  Sunday  Schools  in  desti- 
tute parts  of  the  town,  neighborhood  Prayer  Meetings,  Lectures, 
Concerts,  Sociables,  Tract  Distribution,  Services  in  Jails  ,-nd 
Poor  Houses,  Visits  to  the  Sick  and  Poor,  and  the  es4nb"  a- 
nient  of  Rooms  and  Libraries,  that  not  only  keep  ;  ••::_;  men 
from  the  haunts  of  vice  which  abound  in  every  town,  but  famil- 
iarize them  with  our  Rooms  before  they  come  to  cities. 

"  In  cities  the  work  is  more  directly  for  young  men.  Endeav- 
oring to  reach  them  when  they  come  as  strangers,  to  introduce 
them  at  our  Rooms,  to  get  them  into  some  Church,  to  introduce 
them  to  Christian  companions,  and  in  every  way  to  shield  them 
from  the  snares  of  vice.  By  Lectures,  Classes,  etc.,  the  aim  is 
to  educate  them  for  society  and  for  Christian  workers,  and 
above  all  to  lead  them  to  Jesus,  the  only  place  young  men  are 
safe,  and  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end  all  of  our  Associa- 
tion work  should  directly  tend ;  without  it  we  belie  our  name 
of '  Christian,'  and  lose  the  presence  of  the  Master  in  our  work." 


Christian  Union  and  its  Institutions. — Alluding  to  the 
tendencies  toward  closer  Christian  union,  which  are  manifest- 
ing themselves  everywhere  among  Protestant  Christians,  the 
Methodist  says : 

"  God  himself  has,  we  believe,  inspired  Protestant  Christen- 
dom with  this  new  sentiment  of  unification.  Coincidently  with 
the  growing  idea,  but  not  at  all  as  schemes  for  it,  two  import- 
ant institutions  have  arisen,  which  ma^  yet  prove  to  be  the 
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providential  basis  of  its  best  results — the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations  daily  looming  up  into  grander  significance, 
and  combining  nearly  all  'young  Protestant  Christendom' 
on  terms  of  primitive  Christian  catholicity ;  and  the  Evangeli- 
cal Alliance,  presenting  a  common  platform  for  all  true-hearted 
Protestant  catholics.  There  is  divine  meaning  in  these  facto. 
Let  us  prayerfully  and  thankfully  study  what  that  meaning  is, 
and  beware  how  we  treat  the  leadings  of  Providence." 


Better  Bait  ■Wanted. — "  Our  Association  has  pretty  good 
rooms,  but  for  the  most  part  you  find  in  them,  only  religious 
young  men."  Such  was  the  complaint  of  a  pastor  from  one  of 
our  smaller  cities.  Concerning  how  many  churches  might  the 
same  lament  be  raised !  The  cause  of  failure  is  in  both  cases 
the  same.  Churches  and  Associations  get  into  this  inefficient 
condition,  because  they  are  not  skillful  fishers  of  men.  The 
fault  is  not  with  either  institution ;  the  design  and  aim  of  each 
is  thwarted  by  feeble  or  inexpert  methods  of  work.  The  hook 
must  be  delicately  baited  and  the  line  dextrously  cast,  if  the 
wary  fish  are  to  be  caught.  Individual  effort  and  personal  con- 
secration, together  with  more  skillful  adaptation  to  the  necessities 
of  the  work  are  what  the  members  of  such  an  Association  need 
jn  order  to  reach  the  young  men  for  whom  they  are  laboring. 


COURAGEOUS  CHRISTIANITY. 

One  of  the  points  made  in  Dr.  McClintock's  article  in  our 
February  number,  on  "Evil  times  and  the  duties  they  bring," 
is,  that "  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Christian  young  man  to  be  bold 
and  brave  in  his  work."  There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  cant 
about  '  Liberal  Christianity,'  but  the  phrase  has  at  last  settled 
pretty  nearly  into  a  synonym  for  infidelity.  So,  also,  a  few 
years  ago,  under  Charles  Kingsley's  leading,  'Muscular  Christian- 
ity '  waa  quite  the  fashion.  This  was  well  enough,  so  long  as  it 
was  not  run  out  into  excess ;  for  Christianity  includes  in  its 
sphere  of  culture  the  body  as  well  as  the  soul.  But  the  article 
above  named  was  right,  we  think,  in  specifying  Courageous 
Christianity  as  one  of  the  great  wants  of  the  times. 

It  is  the  essence  of  Christianity  to  be  aggressive.  Some  of  us 
make  a  sad  mistake  in  assuming  that  our  warfare  is  wholly 
a  defensive  one.  We  go  about  among  our  skeptical  friends, 
especially  if  they  call  themselves  men  of  science,  as  if  we  are 
half  ashamed  of  our  Christianity.  A  still  lower  form  of  pusil- 
lanimity is  that  which  allows,  the  worldly  tone  of  society 
not  only  to  put  Christianity  into  the  back  ground,  but  also  to 
overmaster  the  Christian  power  of  its  professors.  Was  it  in  this 
half-hearted,  cowardly  way  that  Christianity  was  planted  ?  Was 
it  Paul's  way,  when  he  had  to  deal,  not  simply  with  unbeliev- 
ers, but,  with  unbelievers  who  were  at  the  same  time  the  very 
flower  of  society,  its  philosophers,  poets,  men  of  letters  ?  He 
hnta  that  Christianity  was  the  truth  ;  and  in  that  mighty  faith 
he  never  dreamed  of  making  compromises  with  Judaism  or  with 
Paganism.  Many  a  martyr  might  have  escaped  the  stake  or 
the  lions,  at  the  cost  of  an  apparently  slight  compromise  of  his 
convictions.  Polycarp  was  only  asked  to  diffuse  a  little  in- 
cense through  the  air  of  a  heathen  temple ;  but  he  preferred 
death  to  this  apparently  small  compliance. 

Isaac  Taylor's  Saturday  Evening  (one  of  the  best  and  most 
practical  of  his  thoughtful  and  suggestive  writings)  has  a  chap- 
ter on  the  union  of  Piety  and  Energy,  in  which  he  specifies 
three  classes  of  Christians,  viz.,  earnest,  cowardly,  and  secular 
believers.  The  second  class  includes  men  who  began  well 
enough,  but  whose  courage  has  never  been  tried  by  action  and 
aggressive  warfare,  whose  religion  is  a  thing  of  custom  and 


sentiment,  rather  than  a  vigorous  faith  which  lives  up  to  the 
truth,  whether  that  truth  is  found  in  the  Bible  or  in  the  revela- 
tions of  Science.  The  secular  believers  are  generally  hard-head- 
ed and  solid  men,  who  take  life  as  they  find  it,  believe  in  natur- 
al laws  firmly,  and  especially  in  dollars  and  cents ;  and  there- 
fore, while  they  keep  up  their  connection  with  the  Church,  and 
make  a  nominal  profession  of  Christianity,  are  yet  living  almost, 
if  not  quite,  as  exclusively  a  secular  life,  ruled  by  secular 
motives,  and  aiming  at  simply  worldly  ends,  as  men  who  make 
no  profession  of  Christianity  at  all. 

It  is  not  by  such  champions  that  Christianity  is  to  conquer 
the  world;  the  young  men  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  this 
age,  must  be  men  of  sterner  stuff,  to  do  the  work  of  the  time. 
We  Mieee  ;  but  our  faith  must  be.energetic,  fearless  and' aggress- 
ive. We  hold  Christianity  to  be  the  truth :  let  us  work  out 
that  belief,  in  every  company,  and  under  all  circumstances.  We 
have  no  quarrel  with  science,  and,  can  have  none;  for  nature 
and  the  Bible  are  from  the  same  eternal  source.  But  when 
men  of  science,  so  called,  travel  out  of  their  sphere,  and  begin 
to  theorize  about  spiritual  things,  let  us  plainly  tell  them— no 
tutor  ultra  crepidam— "  let  the  cobbler  stick  to  his  last."  A 
chemist  may  know  all  about  dyes  and  colors;  but  any  sales- 
man at  Stewart's  might  easily  be  a  better  judge  of  the  texture 
of  a  cloth  than  Liebig.  So  the  humblest  Christian,  who  "  knows 
in  whom  he  has  believed,"  is  amply  competent  to  put  down  a 
Huxley  or  a  Tyndall  on  practical  questions  of  religious  life 
and  experience. 

So  let  us  deal  with  what  is  called  worldly  society— that  is  to 
say,  with  that  society  which  lives  without  God.  Whether 
in  the  counting-room,  the  work-shop,  or  the  drawing-room, 
let  us  not  allow  Christianity  to  be  attacked  in  our  presence! 
Nor  is  it  enough  to  rest  upon  the  defensive.  Be  as  brave,  at 
least,  with  your  religion  as  with  your  politics.  If  you  are  a 
Republican,  or  a  Democrat,  you  stand  up  for  your  principles, 
if  you  are  even  half  a  man.  But  what  sort  of  man  are  you,  not 
to  say  what  sort  of  Christian,  if  you  are  afraid  to  "stand  up 
for  Jesus,"  in  any  company  ?  The  "  world,"  indeed,  may  be  on 
the  other  side;  but  "this  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the 
world,  even  our  faith." 


Mrs.  Prentiss'  Stobt.— We  publish  this  month,  the  second 
instalment  of  the  interesting  story  with  which  Mrs.  Prentiss 
will  entertain  and  instruct  our  readers  during  the  present 
year.  It  is  a  tale  with  a  Christian  moral  to  it,  and  the  lesson 
it  teaches  young  men  and  women  in  these  extravagant  times, 
should  be  heeded  by  the  multitudes  who,  we  believe,  will  read 
with  increasing  enjoyment  and  profit,  the  chapters  of  this 
pleasing  narrative. 

Texts  in  Gold. — That  is  a  beautiful  thought  .of  Dr.  James' 
Hamilton :  Suppose  every  one  were  to  mark  in  golden  letters  the 
text  which  has  been  the  means  of  saving  his  soul.  The  Apostle 
Paul  would  mark  the  words,  "  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou 
me  ?"  In  the  Bible  of  the  Macedonian  jailer,  the  letters  would 
be  found  at  Acts  16 :  81,  "  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  Martin  Luther  would  print  in  gold 
the  text, "  The  just  shall  live  by  faith."  In  the  Bible  of  Bun- 
yan,  the  mark  would  be  found  at "  Yet  there  is  room."  It  was 
through  the  lattice  of  these  words  that  he  first  saw  the  cross. 
The  ironside  soldier  would  indicate  Eccl.  11  :  19;  for  it 
was  there  the  bullet  stopped,  which,  but  for  the  interposing 
Bible,  would  have  pierced  his  bosom ;  and  when  the  battle  was 
over  he  read,  "  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth,  and  let  thy 
heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways 
of  thine  heart,  and  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes ;  but  know  thou 
that  for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment." 
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&ilrrlioiis. 

Unholy  love  of  dress.— You  wish  to  dress  your  wife  bet- 
ter than  your  circumstances  will  allow.  She  wants  to  have  you. 
"  Why  should  our  neighbors,"  she  says,  "  dress  any  better  than 
we  ?  I  don't  think  any  man  of  spirit  would  let  his  wife  and 
children  go  to  church  dressed  as  you  let  yours  go.  If  I  had 
married  as  I  might  have  married,  we  should  have  different 
times— I  and  my  children !"  How  many  men  are  stung  to  the 
quick  with  such  remarks. 

The  dresses  are  bought  and  somebody  must  pay  for  the  ex- 
travagance. I  do  not  mean  that  they  are  tempted  to  steal ;  but 
they  grind.  They  mean  somehow  to  get  it  out  of  the  milliner, 
out  of  the  dressmaker,  or  out  of  the  merchant.  They  resort  to 
petty  meanness,  and  this  desire  to  dress  better  than  they  can 
afford,  is  taking  out  the  very  stamina  of  their  religious  life.  Un- 
important as  it  seems,  ostentatious  vanity  in  dress  has  ruined 
many  a  family,  and  damned  many  a  soul.— Henry  Ward  Beecher. 

"Conformity  should  be  entire.— We  have  nothing  but  our 
wills  only;  all  the  rest  belongs  elsewhere.  Disease  removes 
life  and  health;  riches  make  to  themselves  wings;  intellectual 
talents  depend  upon  the  state  of  the  body.  The  only  thing 
that  really  belongs  to  us  is  our  will  and  it  is  of  this,  therefore, 
that  God  is  especially  jealous,  tor  He  gave  it  to  us,  not  that 
we  should  retain  it,  but  that  we  should  return  it  to  Him,  whole 
as  we  received  it,  and  without  the  slightest  reservation."— 
Fenelon. 

"  Ah  !  It  it  is  a  guilty,  groaning,  suffering  world.  The  right- 
eous are  scarcely  saved.  They  enter  through  great  tribula- 
tion ;  and  others  don't  enter  at  all.  And  through  this  troubled, 
crazy  world,  how  swiftly  we  are  hurrying !  It  is  like  gliding 
in  the  night  in  the  cars  through  a  town  where  there  is  a  riot, 
or  a  fire,  or  a  pestilence.  I'm  glad  we  don't  stop  long  at  this 
station.    Conductor,  hurry  on !"— Bet.  W.  Craig. 


"  It  does  not  depend  on  ourselves  to  make  the  presence  of 
God  more  or  less  sensible.  Let  the  desire  for  a  lively  sense  of 
this  presence,  be  crucified  to  the  will  of  God.  Take  what  is 
given  you.  Be  as  the  little  child  who  eats  and  sleeps  and 
grows.  God  gives  you  the  best  nourishment,  although  not 
always  the  sweetest  to  the  taste." — Madame  Ouyon. 


"May  our  Church  be  in  such  bloom  that  Christ  will  resort 
to  it  when  He  would  gather  lilies  1" 


"  Still  dost  thou  wait  for  feeling?    Dost  thou  say, 

"  Fain  would  I  love  and  trust,  but  hope  is  dead; 
I  have  no  faith,  and  without  faith  who  may 

Rest  in  the  blessing  which  is  only  shed 
Upon  the  faithful  ?    I  must  stand  and  wait." 

Not  so.    The  Shepherd  does  not  ask  of  thee 
Faith  in  thy  faith,  but  only  faith  in  Him; 

And  this  He  meant  in  saying,  "  Come  to  Me." 
In  light  or  darkness,  seek  to  do  His  will, 
And  leave  the  work  of  faith  to  Jesus  still. 

"  How  glorious  was  that  meekest  man, 

In  all  eyes  save  his  own, 
When  from  his  splendid  countenance, 

On  all  the  people  shone 
A  glory  insupportable, 

Unto  Mmtetf  unknown." 


dJiutrs  unit  tlpir  <0ifts. 

Baron  Feiedrick  Von  Diergardt,  a  young  Gorman  noble- 
man, has  given  $68,000  in  U.  S  Bonds,  to  "  the  German  Hospital 
and  dispensary  of  this  city."  This  donation  is  for  the  poor  of  all 
nationalities  who  are  needy  and  deserving.  The  donor  suggests 
that  each  bed  shall  be  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  Ger- 
man, French  or  English. 

Mrs.  Catharine  Rapelyea,  of  Newtown,  L.  I.,  who  died  re- 
cently, made  these  bequests :  Bishop  Boone,  China  Mission,  $600 ; 
Bishop  Payne,  African  Mission,  $500 ;  Five  Points  House  of  Indus- 
try $500 ;  Fund  for  Aged  and  Disabled  Clergymen,  $500 ;  Mag- 
dalen Society  of  New  York,  $500;  Church  Charity  Foundation, 
Brooklyn,  $500. 

Mr.  Enos  Dickinson,  of  Amherst,  Mass.,  left  to  Amherst  College 
$1,000,  to  found  a  scholarship  in  his  name ;  $2,500  to  the  Ameri- 
can Home  Missionary  Society,  and  $2,500  to  another  missionary 
association.' 

President  Marsh,  cf  Pacific  University,  Forrest  Grove,  Ore- 
gon, during  his  recent  visit  to  the  Eastern  States,  raised  $20,000  to 
endow  the  presidency  of  the  Institution.  The  University  has 
about  120  students,  and  promises  to  be  the  best  on  thatcoast. 

Deacon  Charles  Davis,  of  Beverly,  Mass.,  bequeathed  to  the 
Essex  Institute,  $5,000  ;  to  the  First  Parish  Ministeral  Fund,  $1.000 ; 
to  the  Sabbath  School,  $5,000;  to  the  Fisher  Charitable  Society, 
$2,000 ;  to  the  Washington  street  Congregational  Society,  $200. 

President  Btjtterfield,  of.  Washburn  College,  Kansas,  re- 
turns from  a  collecting  tour  in  the  Eastern  States  with  $40,000  in 
cash,  $30,500  in  wills,  and  $15,000  in  good  promises. 

Mr.  B.  Fallen  who  gave  $20,000  to  build  a  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  now  presents  it  with  an  organ  costing 
$6,000. 

Mrs.  Abbott  Lawrence,  has  given  $25,000  towards  establish- 
ing an  art  museum  in  Boston. 

Bernard  Magtjibe,  hotel  keeper  In  Philadelphia,  bequeathed 
$40,000  to  Romish  institutions  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Robert  Bonner,  of  New  York,  recently  purchased  a  first- 
class  bell,  for  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Beaver  Dam,  Wis. 

Mr.  Jay  Cooke,  has  given  Princeton  College  $10,000,  for  a  profes- 
sorship in  mathematics. 

gtiratifit  3tEin8. 

TheWoodbuby  and  Albert  Processes  in  photogrs'-  -,  —:th» 
two  latest  steps  in  the  direction  of  truthful  and  cheap  1  •:  /.^ea.  By 
both  of  these  methods  plates  are  procured  which  furnish  pictures 
by  ordinary  or  lithographic  modes  of  printing  The  photographer 
with  his  camera,  obtains  first  from  nature  or  art  the  picture  to  be 
reproduced.  From  this  plate,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  a  true 
copy  of  the  photograph,  either  in  metal  or  in  a  composition  which 
becomes  sufficiently  hard  to  permit  of  impressions  being  taken  as 
in  ordinary  printing.  The  silver-salts  so  expensive  and  fugitive, 
find  in  these  methods  more  enduring  and  cheaper  substitutes  in 
printers  inks.  The  costly  albumenized  article  is  replaced  by  or- 
nary  paper,  and  where  beauty  of  finish  is  not  essential,  such  pa- 
per as  we  supply  for  news  papers  can  be  used.  We  trust  that 
these  methods  will  furnish  to  our  illustrated  journals  a  means  of 
giving  us  good  pictures,  drawn  not  by  the  erring  hand  of  the 
draughtsman,  but  by  the  sun  with  a  fidelity  to  truth  which  will  ad- 
mit of  no  gainsaying. 

Thb  Machine  power  of  England  and  Wales,  says  a  recent 
number  of  the  Manufacturer  and  Builder,  is  competent  to  perform 
the  labor  of  nearly  600,000,000  of  men,  and  is  probably  greater  in 
productive  capacity  than  the  labor  power  of  all  the  world  besides. 
The  machine  power  of  the  United  States,  though  growing  with 
amazing  rapidity,  does  not  more  than  equal  the  labor  power  of 
200,000,000  of  men. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

ZW  For  this  department  we  nsk  cootrlbatlons  from  the  brethren  in  all  our  Ab- 
Bocialtons.  Items  upon  tlio  following  and  ktn£:vd  topics,  will  oe  specially  wel- 
■ouu:— 1,  Xew  features  In  the  work ;  a,  News  of  Conventions:  8,  Interesting  Inci- 
dents; 4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals;  5,  Communities  awakened  s  6,No- 
t:<vsof  vasocistlonsinihelocalprctts;  7,  In  what  deparUnenU  the  greatest  and 
Cue  least  success  have  been  achieved. 


REACHING  THE  MASSES.— CHURCHES  REVIVED. 

An  interesting  and  detailed  account  of  the  good  results  effected 
through  the  agency  of  the  brethren  in  Washington,  appeared  in  the 
CongregationaUit  of  Feb.  10th.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Wm.  R.  Hoop- 
er, who  urges  that  the  facts  he  adduces  prove,  unless  the  experience 
at  Washington  is  an  exceptional  one,  that "  the  only  result  of  the 
activity  and  growth  of  an  Association,  is  the  increase  in  num- 
bers and  piety  of  those  churches  whose  members  unite  to  form  it." 

After  giving  an  account  of  the  open  air  services  held  by  the 
young  men  at  the  corner  of  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  7th  street 
and  the  meetings  in  Murder  Bay,  which  resulted  in  the  revival 
and  conversion  of  180  bouIs,  he  tells  the  story  of  some  of  these 
converts : 

"  One  was  a  rumseller,  attracted  by  the  melody,  he  stopped  to 
listen,  became  a  regular  attendant,  gave  up  his  vile  business,  was 
converted,  and  after  three  months  probation,  is  preparing  to  make 
a  public  profession  of  his  faith  in  Christ. 

"  A  French  Roman  Catholic,  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  best  uni- 
versities of  sunny  France,  who  had  not  been  inside  of  a  church  for 
sixteen  years,  was  arrested  by  the  sound  of  music  on  the  avenue,  and 
stopped  to  listen.  Night  after  night  he  attended  those  meetings, 
until  he  too  became  converted.  Ho  then  joined  the  Congregational 
church,  and  is  now  preparing  to  labor  among  the  Chinese.  An  old 
gentlemen  of  eighty,  was  walking  tho  streets  with  his  son — the 
latter  having  never  been  inside  of  a  Protestant  church.  Now,  the 
aged  parents  with  their  son  are  regular  attendants  at  the  sanctuary. 
A  cashier  of  one  of  our  largest  banking  houses  stopped  to  hear 
the  music,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  A 
travelling  salesman  for  a  large  New  York  house,  so  addicted  to  the 
use  of  liquor  that  he  contemplated  suicide,  was  converted.  A 
skeptic  who  never  opened  a  religious  book,  desirous  of  seeing  if  a 
certain  passage  was  in  the  Bible,  a  volume  he  did  not  own,  came 
to  the  Association  rooms  as  the  only  place  he  knew  of  where' 
he  could  find  one.  There  he  found  not  only  what  he  sought,  but 
plain  christian  conversation  that  soon  led  him  to  Christ.  He  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Wesley  Chapel,  a  Methodist  church  in 
Washington." 

These  are  a  few  individual  cases  of  conversion  in  a  revival  that 
flourished  cheifly  among  non-church-going  people.  But  a  little 
later  "  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  arranged  a  series 
of  meetings  twice  each  day  in  every  accessible  church  in  the 
metropolis.  These  meetings  were  almost  always  crowded,  and 
numerous  conversions  followed." 

Summing  np  the  visible  results  of  the  efforts  of  the  young  men, 
Mr.  Hooper  says :  "  In  the  first  place,  there  has  been  an  addition 
of  two  hundred  to  the  membership  of  our  churches ;  not  a  convert 
was  made  that  was  not  given  to  the  churches.  Secondly,  there 
has  been  a  visible  spirit  of  unity  and  inter-work  among  all  our 
Evangelical  churches.  And  in  the  third  place,  in  a  city  where 
Catholicism  is  the  principle  denomination,  Protestantism  has  shown 
a  visible  unity  which  every  Romanist  was  forced  to  admit  and 
respect.  Such  has  been  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Washington  ;  such,  I  think,  will  always  be  its  work, 
when  aided,  as  it  has  been  here,  by  the  pastors  of  the  various 
churches." 

Object  Preaching  in  Lowell.— A  new  and  suggestive 
feature  in  the  work  of  our  Association  in  Lowell,  is  what  is  fitly 
termed  object  preaching.  A  correspondent  in  that  city  sends  us 
the  following  interesting  account  of  the  method  pursued  and  its 
success: 

"  Often  a  single  verse  ot  sentence  from  God's  word  has  gone 
fcrth  with  resistless  power  to  a  heart  that  has  stoutly  resisted  all  the 


'  words  of  man's  wisdom.'  A  young  man  in  Japan  several  years 
ago  read  the  words,  *  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish 
but  have  everlasting*life.'  They  created  such  a  thirst  for  the  truth 
that  he  gave  up  the  honors  and  comforts  of  a  home  of  luxury — 
came  to  this  country  to  learn  more  of  the  religion  of  Jesus,  and  is 
now  at  Andover,  Mass.,  studying  for  the  ministry,  that  he  may  go 
back  and  tell  his  own  countrymen  the  blessed  news  of  salvation. 
Simple  object  preaching  and  object  teaching  therefore  carry  with 
them  a  power. 

"  In  the  Lowell  Association  the  plan  has  been  adopted,  of  placing 
each  Saturday  evening  in  the  store,  windows  upon  the  principal 
streets,  neat  cards  with  passages  from  God's  word  printed  on  them 
in  large  plain  letters,  so  that  the  passer-by  upon  the  Lord's  day 
may  havo  continually  before  their  eyes  some  pertinent  verse  of  holy 
writ.  In  one  window  there  will  be  a  card  inquiring  '  What  think 
ye  of  Christ?'  while  perhaps  a  short  distance  off  may  be  seen  the 
words,  'Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.'  In  many 
windows  we  have  placed  the  commandment  of  the  day — '  Remem- 
ber the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.'  We  print  them  upon  color- 
ored  card  board,  measuring  about  10x12  inches.  They  are  printed 
on  both  sides,  a  different  passage  upon  each,  and  thus  we  are  only 
obliged  to  carry  them  around  once  a  fortnight.  We  had  printed 
at  first  fifty  cards  with  about  one  hundred  different  verses.  We 
began  the  work  about  two  months  since,  and  have  already  heard 
from  it  from  different  sources.  Young  men  strolling  along  the 
streets  have  been  seen  to  stop  iu  front  of  a  window  and  audibly 
read  over  and  over  the  passage  inscribed  on  the  card  within.  A 
man  of  business  in  the  largest  establishment  in  our  city,  called  me 
into  his  office  one  day,  and  referring  to  the  fact  of  having  noticed 
them  often,  said  he  thought  it  was  a  good  idea,  and  that  if  I  want- 
ed money  to  carry  on  that  kind  of  work  to  coll  on  him. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  wars  we  employ  to  reach  young  men 
and  women  in  our  city,  who  are  pressing  down  the  broad  way  with- 
out a  thought  of  where  they  are  to  spend  a  long  eternity.  This  is 
our  new  work.  Our  prayer  meetings,  (of  which  we  have  about 
twenty-three  per  week)  are  looked  upon  as  our  most  effective  means 
of  grace,  yet  we  attach  not  a  little  importance  to  the  power  and  ef . 
ficacy  of  Object  Preaching."  O.  B.  L. 

A  Pleasant  Tour  Among  the  AfBOciaHons.—K  corres 
pondent  after  visiting  a  number  of  our  leading  Associations,  gives 
the  following  agreeable  report : 

"  The  WashingtonJSissociation  is  spiritually  in  a  very  promising 
condition.  A  blessed  work  of  grace  is  in  progress.  Their  new 
building  is  of  excellent  service,  and  their  meetings  are  all  well  at- 
tended. The  daily  prayer  meeting  from  noon  till  one  o'clock  is  in- 
teresting, and  the  daily  meeting  from  6  to  7  P.  m.  is  one  of  the  very 
best  I  have  attended  in  a  long  while,  not  even  excepting  the  good 
meetings  in  Chicago.  Almost  every  day  some  ask  for  prayer  in 
their  own  behalf,  and  many  request  prayer  for  others.  The  so. 
cial  and  business  meetings  are  also  successful. 

"  In  Baltimore  the  noon-day  prayer  meeting  is  good  and  pretty 
well  attended.  The  brethren  feel  the  need  of  better  rooms.  At 
Philadelphia,  the  work  goes  bravely  on.  The  need  for  a  new 
building  is  apparent  as  the  present  hall  1b  crowded  almost  every 
evening,  and  at  social  and  business  meetings  and  at  lectures  very 
often  as  many  go  away  as  find  admittance.  The  work  in  Pennsyl- 
vania looks  well.  Bellefont  Association  held  meetings  during 
the  week  of  prayer,  and  then  started  a  series  of  meetings  in 
the  churches  from  which  a  revival  has  resulted.  40  converts 
have  been  already  received  into  a  Presbyterian  Church  and  80  more 
are  ready  to  unite  with  it.  Other  churches  have  also  felt  the  effect 
of  these  meetings."  T.  K.  Cree. 

"A  YOTJHO  man  MTJ8T  be  dkmbsted,"  says  tho  Congrrgationalitt, 
"who  goes  to  gin  saloons  to  spend  hi'>  evnintjs  while  such  a  home 
as  is  furnished  by  the  magnificent  bniPinjr  <-,'  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  New  York  invites  him.  The  lecture  halls, 
parlors,  gymnasium,  reading  room,  &c,  are  palatial," 
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Intimate  Union  Between  Church  and  the  Asso- 
ciation.— The  organization  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Edgewater,  Staten  Island,  has  some  features  of  especial 
interest.  It  it  subordinate  to,  and  complimentary  of,  the  Churches 
there.  The  original  call  for  a  public  meeting  was  signed  by  the 
clergymen  of  the  six  churches — two  Episcopalian,  one  Presbyterian, 
one  Reformed,  one  "ethodist,  and  one  Lutheran.  The  directors  are 
four  gentlemen  from  each  church — the  rector  or  pastor,  and  three 
communicant  members.  These  constitute  a  working  committee 
for  each  church  and  a  united  organization  for  general  work. 

A  Reading  Room  is  kept  open,  and  each  church  has  charge  of  it 
one  evening  of  the  week.  One  church  makes  singing  the  special- 
ty of  its  evening,  another,  prayer ;  another,  literary  exercises ;  a- 
nother,  temperance,  etc.  Especial  pains  are  taken  to  attract  boys 
and  young  men,  by  exhibiting  a  magic  lantern,  galvanic  battery, 
a  microscope,  etc.  These,  with  innocent  games,  have  crowded  the 
rooms. 

The  policy  of  the  Association  has  been  to  foster  all  societies  that 
are  working  for  God  and  humanity,  to  organize  them  when  lack- 
ing, and  to  render  more  efficient  in  each  church  the  sunday-school, 
prayer  meeting,  Bible  class,  etc.  Public  lectures  and  entertain- 
ments are  also  the  care  of  the  Association.  It  forms  a  united 
church  for  all  practical  purposes  while  leaving  to  each  denomina- 
tion its  peculiar  forms  of  worship. 

The  8ailors  Reached  in  Portland.  Other  items.— 
The  Secretary  of  the  Portland  Association,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hobbs,  writes : 
"  The  most  encouraging  field  of  labor  we  have  is  that  among  the 
sailors.  The  work  among  them  began  about  three  years  ago  has 
been  carried  forward  with  but  few  interruptions.  Good  has  result- 
ed not  only  to  sailors,  but  others.  How  much  we  are  less  able  to 
estimate  than  in  other  fields  in  which  we  are  engaged,  for  in  many 
instances  we  meet  with  the  sailor  in  the  cabin  or  the  sail  loft  where 
our  regular  meeting  is  held,  only  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  we 
part,  never  perhaps  to  meet  in  this  world,  but  we  are  confident  that 
tho  sjod  sown  will  not  be  lost.  Three  Swedes  who  were  converted 
in  the  course  of  our  labors,  recently  wrote  us  that  they  visited  the 
sailors,  where  their  vessel  was  lying,  every  Lord's  day,  and  invited 
them  to  a  meeting  in  the  cabin  of  their  vessel,  where  they  some- 
times had  twenty-five  present.  One  intemperate  sailor  had  become 
a  new  man  through  God's  blessing  or  their  efforts. 

"  Our  members  are  favoring  more  and  more  the  concentration  of 
our  forces  within  the  city  upon  work  among  the  masses.  A 
meeting  has  been  sustained  with  much  spirit,  during  the  winter, 
in  a  low  place  of  resort  called  the  '  Mart.'  We  have  succeeded 
in  inducing  many  to  attend  these  meetings  who  have  not  heard 
the  gospel  for  years  before.  Some  have  become  penitent  and 
have  resolved  to  lead  better  lives.  These  meetings  are-of  the  most 
free  and  social  character,  conducted  by  the  young  men  of  the  As- 
sociation and  other  laymen  of  the  church.  A  Young  Women's 
Association  has  been  organized  recentlyj  this  is  one  of  the  fruits 
of  the  International  Convention,  held  here  last  July.  It  is  in  its 
Infancy,  but  we  doubt  not  will  become  ft  power  for  good.  They 
have  leased  our  rooms  for  their  meetings.  A  Bible  class,  recently 
organized,  is,  we  hope,  to  be  a  fixture  of  the  Association.  Our 
meetings  are  all  well'  attended,  although  there  has  not  been  an  ex- 
tensive work  of  grace  among  us,  yet  we  have  felt  more  of  the 
spirit's  presence  during  the  last  few  months  than  for  many  months 
before,  and  several  young  men  have  been  led  to  the  Saviour. 

The  Colored  Brethren  at  Work  in  Philadelphia.— 

The  Second  Anniversary  of  the  Young  Men's  Union  Christian  As- 
sociation was  hold  on  Thursday  evening  at  Concert  Hall,  and  was 
an  occasion  of  deep  interest.  From  the  Monthly  Record  we  take 
the  following : 

This  Association  of  colored  young  men  was  formed  January  18th, 
1868,  with  seventeen  members,  who  have  now  increased  to  over 
one  hundred.  The  officers  are,— President,  W.  C.  Banton ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  B.  Harrod,  J.  L.  Roberts,  W.  H.  Crawford ;  Rec.  Sec., 
3.  C.  Waterford ;  Cor,  Sec,  D.  W,  Parvis ;  Beg.  Sea,  E.  L.  John- 


son ;  Managers,  E.  C.  Baxter,  E.  L.  Johnson,  James  Francis,  Luke 
White,  T.  Manning,  J.  E.  Van  Brakle,  B.  Allen,  W.  Allen,  J.  Bacon, 
W.  R.  Decordova,  R.  America,  and  T.  Webster.  At  the  anniver- 
sary Bishop  Campbell  of  the  Methodist,  Rev.  W.  J.  Alston  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  Rev.  B.  T.  lanner  of  the  Christian  Recorder  and 
Rev.  D.  T.  Miller  of  the  Baptist  church  made  addressee.  Rev.  Mr. 
Alston  alluded  to  the  fact  that  of  the  32,000  colored  people  in  Phil- 
adelphia, about  24,000  were  destitute  of  religious  influences,  and 
he  appealed  to  the  young  men  and  to  the  audience  to  do  all  they 
could  for  their  improvement. 

John  Wanamaker  Esq.,  of  the  Parent  Association  in  Philadel- 
phia, made  a  cordial  address,  promising  aid  in  the  work.  "  On 
Board  of  Managers  he  said  have  subscribed  among  themselves 
$600  towards  your  reading  room  and  will  do  more  if  necessary." 

IAbrary  Fund  and  Lectures  in  Philadelphia. — The 

friends  of  the  Association  in  Philadelphia  have  already  subscribed 
toward  the  building  and  library  funds,  142,345.  Recounting  the 
latest  subscriptions  made,  the  Monthly  Record  states  that  $34,800 
of  this  amount  is  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  Association,  and  the  balance  is  contingent  on 
the  obtaining  of  $10,000  additional  for  tho  library.  We  trust  this 
sum  will  soon  be  made  up,  that  a  large  and  carefully  selected  col- 
lection of  books  may  speedily  become  one  of  the  strongest  attrac- 
tions offered  to  young  men  by  this  vigorous  Association. 

A  Scientific  lecture  is  delivered  every  Friday  evening  this  win- 
ter in  the  large  hall.  The  lecturers  for  February  were  :  John  Ford, 
Esq. — Subject:  "A  glance  at  the  Mollusca,  past  and  present.'* 
Professor  Hartshorne,  M.  D.— Subject :  "  The  Food  of  Man  and 
Animals."  Dr.  B.  F.  Chatham. — Subject:  "How  we  Live  and 
How  we  We."  Dr.  J.  Ewing  Mean.— Subject :  "  The  Organs  of 
Voice  and  Respiration."  The  lectures  were  illustrated  by  point- 
ings, diagrams,  maps,  and  the  tickets  were  free  to  members  who 
had  paid  their  annual  dues  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  work  in  Pittsburgh, — "Our  Pittsburgh  Association 
is  going  forward  very  quietly,  but  doing,  we  trust,  a  good  work 
for  the  Master.  Our  rooms  are  not  very  attractive,  being  like  our 
city,  rather  dark  and  gloomy.  Yet  we  have  a  daily  attendance  of 
visitors  from  120  to  200.  Our  work  is  perhaps  too  little  secular,' or 
we  do  not  come  before  the  public  as  often  as  we  ought.  Wc  are  car- 
rying on  quietly,  twenty-eeven  devotional  meetings  each  week, 
many  of  which  are  largely  attended,  and  just  now,  all  are  of  ft 
highly  spiritual  character.  Our  noonday  meeting  is  well  attended. 
We  have  on  our  table  an  excellent  supply  of  literature,  including 
over  60  daily  papers,  and  almost  a  100  weekly.  We  have  a  Board 
of  15  Directors,  and  the  half  of  them  are  at  noonday  prayer 
meeting  almost  every  day.  At  our  Board  meetings  we  almost 
always  have  12  to  14  present.  The  first  of  April  we  move  into  a 
more  commodious  suite  of  rooms,  and  hope  to  enlarge  our  work." 

Thos.  E.  Cbkb. 

The  Association  in  Portland,  Me.— At  their  late  yearly 
meeting,  the  President,  Mr.  W.  S.  Gould  being  in  the  chair,  the 
report  stated  that  the  Active  members  numbered  280 ;  Associate  82 , 
and  Life  members  46.  Receipts  for  the  year,  including  balance  front 
old  account,  $2,897.24 ;  expenditures,  including  expenses  of  Inter 
national  Convention  ($788.68),  $2,676.40.  The  reading  room  has 
been  constantly  supplied  with  60  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  and 
magazines. 

Rev.  Dr.  Pratt,  Prof.  Sewall  of  Bowdoin  College,  Rev.  Mr.  Fenn, 
Rev.  Mr.  Dalton  and  Rev.  A  E.  P.  Small  were  the  speakers  of  the 
evening.    The  collection  amounted  to  $67.88. 

A  Cjjtvabs  bt  Districts  of  Rochester,  Minn.,  is  now  being 
prosecuted  by  the  Association  in  that  place,  with  the  aid  of  a  mis- 
sionary temporarily  employed  for  this  purpose.  The  results  of  the 
canvass  we  hope  to  report  in  a  future  number. 

A  Worcester  AssociATioir  have  moved  into  new  and  mora 
commodious  rooms,' No.  279  Main  street,  where  they  hope  to  an- 
large  their  membership,  work  and  usefulneaa  ' 
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Work  Among  Young  Men  in  Bethlehem,  Pa,— Open- 
air  Services. — A  correspondent  sends  as  a  summary  ot  the  year's 
work  in  Bethlehem,  detailed  in  the  report  made  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  last  fall : 

"  rhe  total  receipts  during  the  year  from  all  sources,  were 
$1,011  08,  of  which  $514  00  were  received  for  dues  from  members 
and  $413  00  from  proceeds  of  fair  and  festival  held  by  the  lady 
friends  of  the  Association.  The  expenses  of  the  year  amount  to 
$930  82.  The  membership  has  steadily  increased,  and  now 
numbers  about  480,  attracted  by  our  excellent  Library  and  Bead- 
ing Boom,  as  well  as  a  desire  on  the  part  of  many  to  sustain  the 
work  of  the  Association.  During  the  last  few  months  night-schools 
have  been  organized,  one  class  for  apprentices  and  such  young  men 
as  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  thus  offered,  and 
Another  for  the  young  colored  men  of  our  town.  Both  schools  are 
well  attended.  Our  Lecture  Committee  have  arranged  for  '  Win- 
ter evening  Entertainments,'  consisting  of  '  three  Lectures  and 
two  Concerts.'  The  arrangement  for  the  two  concerts  was  made 
with  our  Philharmonic  Society  here,  a  very  old  and  admirably  con- 
ducted musical  organization.  A  sufficient  number  of  course  tickets 
were  first  sold  to  make  the  project,  financially,  a  success,  and  wc 
hope  that  the  experience  of  this  season  will  demonstrate  to  our 
citizens,  that  this  is  the  only  way  to  have  a  GOOD  course  of  en- 
tertainments without  burdening  the  Association  with  all  financial 
risk. 

The  efforts  made  during  several  years  to  open  a  Bible  class  for 
young  men  has  proved  successful.  In  January,  1869,  a  class  was 
organized  and  kept  up  till  May.  The  meetings  were  held  on  Sun- 
day afternoon  at  8:30,  and  the  average  number  in  attendance  was 
SO,  a  number  of  whom  had  no  other  opportunity  of  receiving 
Bible  instruction.  The  committee  report  the  movement  as  highly 
successful,  and  since  then  have  organized  a  German  Bible  class, 
which  meets  on  Thursday  evening  of  each  week,  and  is  well  at- 
tended. Open  air  preaching  was  inaugurated  September  5th;  the 
committee  first  consulting  the  different  pastors  of  our  town  and  re- 
ceiving their  pledges  of  co-operation.  The  meetings  were  continued 
as  long  as  the  weather  would  permit,  were  always  well  attended 
and  many  persons  were  thus  reached  who  rarely,  if  ever,  go  to  the 
house  of  God.  The  week  of  prayer  was  observed  by  social  union 
prayer  meetings  in  the  Hall  of  the  Association.  A  general  interest 
in  our  work  was  excited. 

The  third  year  in  Lowell. — The  Lowell,  (Mass.)  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  lately  observed  its  third  anniversary 
in  Huntington  Hall,  when  the  retiring  President,  Dr.  S.  L.  Ward, 
gave  the  »nnnal  report,  and  addresses  were  made  by  several  of  the 
city  pastors.  The  report  showed  that  the  Association  had  been 
active  the  past  year.  The  present  membership  is  851.  Twelve 
hundred  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  which  150  became  interested  in  religions  matters — 
75  of  whom  were  fully  persuaded  to  begin  christian  lives.  These 
meetings  were  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  (where  on  one 
occasion  there  were  49  cases  of  religious  interest),  in  the  ward- 
rooms, on  the  common,  in  the  R.  B.  depots,  and  in  eight  of  the 
neighboring  towns. 

The  Indianapolis  Association  from  October  1, 1869,  to 
January  29, 1870,  have  had  1,946  applications  for  assistance.  They 
have  expended  $1,021.72  for  all  charitable  purposes  besides  the 
clothing  that  has  been  distributed  by  the  ladies.  The  denomina- 
tional classes  of  the  applicants  for  assistance  are  as  follows :  No 
church  at  all,  987 ;  Catholics,  398 ;  Methodists,  196 ;  Presbyterians, 
102 ;  Baptists,  81 ;  United  Brethren,  54;  Christian,  44;  Lutheran, 
48,  all  other  denominations,  117.  These  statistics  are  of  special 
interest  as  relating  to  the  work  accomplished  in  the  place  where 
the  International  Convention  is  to  meet  next  summer. 

The  sew  Association  organized  at  Beading,  Pa.,  last  Novem- 
ber with  J.  H.  Sternberg,  Esq.,  as  president,  secured  a  commodious 
room  soon  after,  and  their  Finance,  Devotional  and  Tract  Distri- 
bution Committees  are  now  actively  at  work. 


News  from  Stockton,  Cat. — The  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  appears  to  be  in  a  flourishing  con- 
cition.  The  following  facts  are  taken  from  the  Secretary's  report : 
Membership  of  the  Association,  as  reported  at  last  annual  meeting, 
188 ;  admitted  during  the  year,  43 ;  resigned,  7  ;  removed,  1 ;  gain 
during  the  year,  85 ;  present  membership,  173.  These  are  classed 
as  follows :  active  members,  134 ;  honorary  member,  1 ;  auxiliary 
members,  2 ;  associate  members,  86. 

The  Orange,  (N.  J.)  Association—*  year  old  Feb.  22d, 
furnished  so  excellent  and  popular  a  course  of  lectures  the  past  win- 
ter that  they  cleared  $600.  Of  this  sum  $500  is  to  be  expended 
upon  their  library.  Orange  greatly  needs  a  public  hall.  If  the 
wealthy  Christians  of  that  town  will  give  one  to  the  Association, 
Christian  entertainments  may  postpone  indefinitely  the  Orange 
theatre  and  opera  house. 

The  first  year's  work  in  E.  Boston.— The  East  Boston, 
(Mass.)  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  lately  observed  the  first 
anniversary  of  its  organization.  The  total  membership  is  297,  and 
the  receipts  for  the  year  have  been  $1,025.92.  The  members  devote 
one  hour  every  Sabbath  morning  to  the  distribution  of  religious 
reading  matter,  and  once  a  month  lectures  are-  delivered  in  the 
various  churches. 

The  Association  in  Biddefokd,  Me.,  have  lately  dedicated 
new  and  commodious  rooms. 


BRITISH  PBOVINCES. 

In  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  at  the  late  annual  meeting,  an 
encouraging  report  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year  was 
submitted.  The  association  numbers  more  than  500  members. 
There  are  2,070  volumes  in  the  library.  The  average  daily  attend- 
ance at  the  rooms  has  reached  70.  Open  air  services  have  been 
held  with  success,  the  audience  sometimes  numbering  from  four  to 
six  hundred.  Two  mission  schools  have  been  successfully  main- 
tained by  the  members,  for  the  benefit  of  the  colored  children  of 
the  city. 

Commenting  on  the  work,  the  Halifax  Wittiest  says : 

"  It  was  felt  that  the  usefulness  of  the  Association  was  largely 
due  to  the  energy  and  self-sacrificing  toil  of  John  S.  Maclean,  Esq., 
President.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  was  highly  satisfactory 
except  that  a  small  balance  is  due  to  him.  This  will  speedily  be 
put  right. 

"  Mr.  Maclean  positively  declined  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the 
Society  to  be  nominated  for  the  Presidency.  An  excellent  success- 
or was  chosen  in  the  person  of  James  B.  Morrow,  Esq.  The  Asso- 
ciation voted  to  procure  a  life  size  portrait  of  Mr.  Maclean  to  be 
placed  over  the  President's  chair  in  the  parlor  of  the  Association. 
The  following  officers  were  chosen : 

"  Vice  Presidents :— A.  K.Doull,  D.  Blackwood,  W.  B.  McNutt, 
W.  Roche,  Jr.,  W.  H.  Wiswell,  Esqrs.,  and  Hon.  Dr.  Parker. 

"  Thomas  Clark,  Secretary. 

"  S.  H.  Black,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

"  A  general  committee  consisting  of  24  members,  of  which  the 
retiring  President  is  one,  were  also  elected." 

Oftlie  35  Associations  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  6  have 
reading  rooms,  0  have  libraries  ranging  from  40  to  2,015  vol- 
umes, 22  have  Bible  classes,  and  27  prayer  meetings.  The  oldest 
of  these  Associations  was  formed  at  Halifax,  December  10, 1858,  and 
the  youngest  at  Iowa,  Barney's  River,  September,  1869. 

In  Ottawa,  Ontabio,  the  brethren  of  the  Association  number 
about  200.  They  have  been  active  in  holding  cottage  prayer- 
meetings,  in  securing  interesting  paying  lectures. 

The  Association  at  St.  John,  N.  B. ,  organized  in  December 
1867,  with  80  members,  added  to  their  roll  last  year  170 1 
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A  UNION  CHURCH  IN  PARIS. 
Under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  Chas.  C.  Robinson,  D.  D.,  well 
known  for  so  many  years  as  the  faithful  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian church  in  Brooklyn,  the  American  Chapel  at  Paris,  has  become 
a  flourishing  Union  church.  Dr.  Robinson,  under  appointment  of  the 
American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  began  his  ministry  in  Paris, 
May,  1888,  and  the  following  November,  a  Union  church  of  88  mem- 
bers was. organized.  Last  fall  they  celebrated  with  joy  and  gratitude 
their  first  anniversary.  Dr.  Robinson  writes  for  the  Christian  at 
Work,  an  interesting  account  of  the  year's  experiment. 

The  finances  are  managed  by  a  prudential  committee  elected  by 
the  congregation,  the  spiritual  and  religious  interests  are  confided  to 
a  standing  committee  chosen  by  the  church.  The  Pastor  is  elected 
by  the  votes  of  the  pewholders  and  stated  attendants.  "  The  pastor- 
al relation  is  not  to  be  dissolved  without  consultation  with  the  di- 
rectors of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  with  whom, 
in  case  of  trouble  the  final  decision  rests,"  The  creed  of  the  church 
is  that  agreed  upon  by  the  evangelical  alliance  in  1840,  and  still  in 
use  by  them.  Members  are  admitted  (1)  on  profession  of  their  faith 
(2)  on  certificate  or  (3)  to  a  "  resident  membership,"  which  allows 
them  to  retain  their  church  connection  at  home,  but  to  join  the 
chapel  with  the  privileges  of  members  during  their  stay  in  Paris. 
The  Results.  In  November,  1868,  the  church  had  38,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  74  members.  During  the  year  103  members  were  re- 
ceived, 13  of  these  on  profession  of  their  faith.  Of  the  entire  num- 
ber, 5  were  Episcopalians,  5  Reformed  (Dutch),  9  Baptists,  2  Ger- 
man Reformed,  30  Congregationalists  and  47  Presbyterians.  Fi- 
nancially the  church  has  been  self-supporting,  has  refitted  the  chap- 
el at  a  cost  of  $1,000  in  gold,  has  given  (1,000  to  the  French  Evan- 
gelical Society,  and  has  bought  a  Young  People's  library  of  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred  volumes.  The  Sunday  3.  hool  has 
140  pupils,  the  adult  Bible  class,  taught  by  the  pastor,  has  60 
members.  Between  40  and  SO  attend  the  Wednesday  evening 
prayer  meeting  and  the  audiences  at  the  chapel  were  never  larger. 
"  For  all  this,"  writes  Dr.  Robinson,  "  humbly,  gratefully,  we 
give  thanks  to  God.  And  in  all  this  we  implore  the  prayers  of  our 
brethren  in  the  dear  home  land  over  the  sea." 


(SvaHgeUral  Alliance. 

The  Year's  Work  in  New  York. — The  annual  meeting 
of  the  American  Branch  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  was  held  in 
the  hall  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  in  this  city,  February  10th.  Rev.  Dr.  S. 
I.  Prime,  D.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  Alliance,  read  the  annual  report 
giving  an  account  of  the  postponement  of  the  World's  Conference 
in  this  city,  from  Sept.  1869,  to  Sept.  1870,  Dr.  SehafFs  late  visit  to 
Europe,  and  the  formation  of  an  auxiliary  of  the  American  Branch 
in  Washington.    Another  auxiliary  at  Boston  is  projected. 

Rev.  Dr.  H.  D.  Ganse,  President  McCosh  of  Princeton  College, 
Bishop  Cummins  of  Kentucky,  and  Dr.  N.  H.  Schenck,  addressed 
the  meeting.  The  officers  were  reelected,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Eldridge 
was  appointed  General  Secretary. 


Start  gmittitt. 

Prayer  in  an  unknown  tongue. — At  a  recent  meeting 
in  Sacramento,  after  addresses  and  prayers  from  representatives 
from  many  parts  of  the  United  States,  a  stranger  led  in  prayer  in 
an  unknown  tongue.  The  audience  soon  recognized  it  as  Chinese, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  it  was  Ascertained  that  the  stranger 
was  Chen  Chong  the  Chinese  colporteur  of  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety, who  had  brought  with  him  several  other  Chinamen  able  to 
understand  English,  that -they  might  hear  the  gospel. 

Bread  cast  upon  the  Waters. — For  many  years  the 
American  Tract  Society  has  issued  through  the  mission  press  at 
Shanghai,  China,  publications  for  the  evangelization  of  the  millions 


of  that  empire.  Now  these  same  publications,  imported  by  the  So- 
ciety  to  aid  in  its  missionary  colportage  in  California,  are  returning 
to  bless  the  Chinese  upon  our  own  shores,  accompanied  by  the 
Christian  counsel  of  the  Society's  colporteur  Chen  Chong,  who 
distributes  them  in  his  daily  visits  among  the  mining  camps. 
They  are  the  living  bread  to  souls  ready  to  perish. 

The  business  department  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
is  self-sustaining.  It  appeals  to  the  churches  only  in  behalf  of  its 
benevolent  work.  Its  receipts  in  donations  and  legacies  last  year 
were  $127,367,68 ;  during  the  same  period  its  grants  of  publica- 
tions at  home  and  abroad  were  $61,822 ;  its  foreign  cash  appropri- 
ations $6,500 ;  its  expenditures  for  union  missionary  colportage 
$59,588,  making  a  total  of  $127,860. 

Rev.  T.  E.  Shearer,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 
Southampton  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Long  Island,  has  been 
appointed  District  Secretary  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  for  the 
Pacific  Agency  and  is  about  to  transfer  his  residence  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Cits   itiftimt*. 

A  City  Missionary,  in  his  humble  Mission-room,  has  had 
during  the  last  year,  7,488  visitors  to  read  the  papers,  to  ask  advice 
and  information,  and  to  converse  upon  religious  subjects.  In  the 
same  time  he  has  given  1,468  lodgings  and  1,820  meals  to  friend- 
less and  unfortunate  men,  most  of  them  young  and  unexperienced 
strangers  in  the  city,  looking  for  employment. 

Reviewing  the  'Labors  of  fourteen  years,  a  New  York  City 
Missionary  reports  having  made  42,000  visits  to  the  widow  and 
fatherless,  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  dying.  "  It  cheers  me  beyond 
expression  to  think  of  how  many  persons  in  these  visits  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  pointing  to  Jesus.' ' 

"A  respectable  Merchant,  who  had  once  enjoyed  religion, 
having  lost  several  members  of  his  family  by  death,  sought  relief 
from  his  sorrows  in  the  social  glass.  Providentially  he  was  led  to 
one  of  our  meetings,  where  he  was  affected  by  the  truth,  requested 
prayer,  and  was  graciously  led  to  renew  his  covenant  with  God." 

At  a  single  Chapel  in  this  city,  during  one  quarter,  the  gospel 
was  preached  to  8,828  persons.  Fourteen  gave  evidence  of  true  con- 
vertion,  six  of  whom  joined  the  Church. 


gnuwlratt  tfuttAag  £tuooI  ^tttion. 

The  Sunday  Schools  of  East  Tennessee  are  doing  very 
much  for  the  sparsely  settled  districts.  The  Enoxville  Educational 
Record,  has  a  column  of  interesting  items  concerning  them.  The 
Union  School  at  Brown's  school  house,  Knox  County,  has  100  schol- 
ars. Mr.  Emory,  of  the  Union,  made  them  a  valuable  donation  of 
books.  They  show  their  gratitude  by  aiding  another  school  more 
needy  than  themselves.  Being  short  of  money  they  made  a  grand 
hunt.  The  day's  sport  realized  8  Opossums,  18  Rabbits,  7  Squirrels, 
3  Quails,  14  Chickens,  1  Turkey  and  1  Goose.  The  net  proceeds 
amounted  to  $10,55  which  they  appropriated  to  a  new  school. 

A  Sunday-School  Missionary  in  the  woods  of  Northern 
Michigan,  Wexford  County,  found  a  large  settlement  with  neither 
church  or  school-house  in  the  entire  township.  He  got  up  a  bee, 
pulled  off  his  coat  and  helped  build  a  log  school-house,  and  had  a 
school  in  operation  within  a  week.  He  calls  it  the  Hemlock  Grove 
Union  Sunday-School. 


liMe  jSartrtieu. 

In  CALnrOBNIA  the  Bible  Society  has,  the  last  year,  increased  its 
circulation  from  9,000  to  12,000  volumes ;  visited  double  the  num- 
ber of  families  called  on  the  year  before ;  supplied  three  times  as 
many  destitute  families,  and  donated  double  the  number  of  volumes- 

Feom  G  audalotjpe,  Texas,  comes  "  a  draft  for  the  amount  of  $18, 
as  a  donation  from  Mr.  A.  W.,  formerly  a  Roman  Catholic,  but  now 
a  true  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  at  New  Braunfels.  H« 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  by  reading  the  Bible." 

Ie 
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LITERARY  NOTES. 


The  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools.  The  Superior  Court  of 
Cincinnati,  has  decided  that  the  School  Board,  has  no  authority  to 
prohibit  the  reading  of  the  Bible  in  Public  Schools.  The  opinions 
and  decisions  of  the  Court,  together  with  the  arguments  in  the 
case  of  John  D.  Minor,  against  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati,  have  just  been  published  by  B.  Clarke  &  Co. 

Another  work  connected  with  this  controversy  "  The  Bible 
and  the  School  Fund  "  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bufus  W.  Clark,  is  an- 
nounced by  Lee  &  Shepard. 

Standard  Translations.  Only  a  few  years  ago,  Longfellow 
accomplished  his  spirited  translation  of  the  "  Divina  Commedia ; " 
now  Bryant  has  enriched  American  literature  with  a  masterly 
version  of  the  "  Iliad."  Should  Bayard  Taylor,  and  Dr.  Stowe  be 
equally  successful  in  their  promised  translations  of  "  Faust,"  Ameri 
ca  may  be  proud  of  having  naturalized  in  the  English  language 
what  many  would  be  inclined  to  call  the  three  great  poems  of  the 
world. 

"The  Christian  Doctrine  of  Marriage  "  considered  in  its  re- 
lation to  society,  legislaion,  public  sentiment  and  private  con- 
science, is  the  tittle  of  an  elaborate  treatise,  by  the  late  Ret.  Dr. 
Hugh  Evans,  of  St.  James  College,  Maryland,  an  eminent  clergy- 
man of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

A  book  about  the  Clekgy.  Readers  of  Jefferson's  clever 
books  about  Doctors  and  Lawyers,  will  be  delighted  to  learn  that 
he  has  j  ust  published  a  "  Book  about  the  Clergy," — a  perfect  volume 
of  historical  research,  amusing  anecdote  and  solid  information.  An 
American  edition  is  announced  by  the  Harpers  and  the  Scribners. 

Lord  Lindsay,  has  issued  his  four  letters  on  CEcumenicity  in 
Relation  to  the  Church  of  England,  with  an  appendix  on  the  Ul- 
tramontane and  Gallican  Theories  in  relation  to  (Ecumenicity  and 
the  Church  of  England.  . 

C.  F.  Habtt's  Geology  and  Physical  Geography  of  the  Atlantic 
Provinces  of  Brazil,  to  which  is  added  a  description  of  the  native 
and  fresh-water  animals,  by  Louis  AgaBsiz,  will  Boon  be  published 
by  Fields,  Osgood  &  Co. 

Robert  Buchanan's  long  promised  religious  poems,  the  publi- 
cation of  which  has  been  deferred  on  account  of  serious  illness  of 
the  author,  will  be  published  immediately  under  the  titlo  "The 
Book  of  Orm." 

Miss  Frothinohah,  the  successful  translator  of  Lessing's  "  Na- 
thna  the  Wise  "  will  soon  give  us  another  evidence  of  her  versatile 
talent  in  a  new  translation  of  Goethe's  "  Herman  and  Dorothea." 

Prof.  McIlvaine,  of  Princeton,  has  in  press,  a  work  on  "  The 
Art  of  Delivery ; "  and,  Prof.  Bowen  of  Harvard,  a  work  on  "  Politi- 
cal Economy."    Scribner  will  be  the  publisher. 

The  Suez  Canal.  Among  the  numerous  recent  publications  on 
this  subject,  the  most  prominent  and  reliable  is  said  to  be  Olivier 
Ritt's,  L'HUtoire  de  FJtthme  de  Suez,  published  lately  in  Paris. 

Beecher's  Sermons  have  been  translated  into  German,  by  the 
Rev.  Henry  Tollin. 

RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 


Bickebstetit,  E.  H.,  The  Spirit  ofLife.    12mo.,  Carter,    (tt  35. 

Bo.var.H.,  Light  and  Truth:  or,  Biblo  Thoughts.    8vo.,  Carter.    $2. 

Brown,  S.G.,  Life  ofliuiaChoatc.    New  edition;  i2mo  ,  Little,  Brown  <t  Co.  $2. 

Cox,  Sam.  S.,  Search  ot  *.  inter  Sunbeams.    Viino.,  Appleton.   $3. 

FiariKB,  L.,  Kcptlles  and  Bird*.    8vo.,  Appleton.    $8  00. 

Fisdel,  J.  O.,  History  or  Freemasonry.    Bvo.,Lipptneott.    $5. 

Fboude,  J.  A.,  History  of  England.    Vols.  V&  VI.   12mo.,  Scribner.  Per  vol.  $125. 

Galtok.F.,  Hereditary  Genius.   8vo.  .Appleton.    13  50. 

IIav.va.  W.  The  Earlier  Years  of  Our  Lord's  Life  on  Earth.    12mo.,  Carter.   $1  DO. 

Hknoersov,  E.,  Commentary  on  the  i  ook  of  Eseklel..  8vo. ,  Draper,    a!  25. 

IIomer's  Iliad,  translated  by  W.C.Bryant.    4to.,  Ilelde,  Otaood,  A  Co.    $3. 

Isolis,  J.,  The  Bible  i  cxt  Cyclopedia.   8v-o.,  LtppineoU.    $3. 

JirrBiKs.J.  P.,  Natural  History  of  tho  Human  Races.   8vo.,  Wells.    $1 
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Lexorm  ant  and  Chevalier,  The  Student's  Manual  of  Oriental  History.    Vol.  I, 
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Lew™.  R.  D'C\,  What  Is  Judaism?    12mo.,  Appleton.    II. 
Lowxll,,!.  It..  Among  My  Books.   16mo., /Vtas,  Osgood  <*  Co.  fa. 
Martin, F„  The  Statesman's  Tear  Book.   Crown  8vo.,  MaemBlan     $3  50. 
Milkor  ,  Life  of  Mary  VaseellMfirord.    2  vols.,  12mo.,  Harper,   $3  50. 
Morse.  JnnK  T.,  Law  of  Banks  nml  Banking.    8vo.,  Utile.  Drotcn  A  Co.    $(!. 
Morris,  W..  The  Earthly  Paradise.  Vol.11,  Crown  8vo„  Robert'.  $3,  i6mo.  od.$t  25. 
Prescott,  H.  P.,  Strong  Drink  and  Tobacco  Smoke.   8vo.,  Wood  rf  Co.    $3. 
Pawlibon.Pbof.  Geo..  Manual  of  Ancient  nistory.   12mo.,  ifacmillan.   $8. 
Thomas.  .1..  Llpplncott's  Pronouncing  Dictionary  of  Biography  and  Mythology. 
<In55Parts).  Parts  I,  II,  LtppineoU.  Each  Part, 50c. 


THE    MONTH. 

AT  HOME. 

During  the  past  month  many  matters  of  importance  have 
been  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  country.  What  to  do  with  the 
plague-spot  of  Mormondom,  is  a  question  assuming  serious  pro- 
portions. The  Cuban  revolution  and  its  recognition  by  the  United 
States  is  food  for  the  minds  of  Congressmen.  How  to  reduce  simul- 
taneously our  taxes  and  the  national  debt,  are  questions  absorbing 
the  attention  of  financiers  and  legislators.  The  subject  of  excluding 
the  Bible  from  the  public  schools  is  also  taking  deep  hold  of  all 
classes  of  the  community. 

As  to  Utah,  a  bill  lately  introduced  into  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives by  Mr.  Cullom,  providing  for  the  suppression  of  polygamy 
has  fallen  like  a  fire-brand  among  the  saints  of  Salt  Lake  City. 
The  proposed  act  is  sweeping  and  stringent  in  every  particular, 
and,  if  passed  and  enforced,  will  wipe  out  the  Mormon  disgrace 
from  our  social  polity.  Meanwhile  the  Brighamites  talk  of  free- 
dom of  conscience  and  resistance,  and  even  the  "  wives  "  have  held 
an  indignation  meeting  protesting  against  any  interference  with 
their  liberty  and  domestic  happiness.  On  the  other  hand  the  hus- 
bands of  the  Utah  Legislators,  passed  a  bill  not  long  after,  permitting 
Morman  women  to  vote.  There  is  also  a  serious  breach  developing . 
in  the  Morman  Church,  a  portion  of  Brigham's  followers  having  re- 
pudiated his  doctrines  and  seceded. 

The  proposition  to  accord  belligerent  rights  to  the  Cuban  insur- 
gents has  gained  some  strong  advocates  in  the  Senate  as  well  as  in 
the  Houso.  Such  men  as  Senators  Morton,  Sherman,  Carpenter 
and  Howe,  are  in  favor  of  it.  Fearing  this  recognition  of  a  state 
of  war  in  Cuba,  Spain  is  hurrying  troops  and  arms  to  the  Island  to 
crush  out  the  insnrcction  at  all  hazards. 

In  regard  to  the  Bible  question  at  Cincinnati,  where  the 
matter  was  brought  into  the  civil  courts,  the  Judges  have  decided 
that  as  liberty  and  good  government  depend  on  the  morality  of 
the  governed,  and  as  the  Bible  is  the  recognized  teacher  of  morals, 
no  Board  of  Education  has  the  right  to  prevent  its  reading  in  the 
schools. 

Free  labor  in  the  South.  3,000,000  Bales.— Free 
labor  has  already  proved  a  great  blessing  to  the  South.  It  has 
brought  with  it  improved  machinery,  wise  economy  and  more 
skilful  and  industrious  manual  work.  Crops  unprecedented,  when 
the  area  under  cultivation  is  considered,  are  the  beneficent  result. 

Three  million  bales  of  cotton  were  grown  at  the  South  this  sea- 
son, the  sales  of  which  at  the  present  gold  prices  in  Europe,  will 
do  as  much  to  keep  down  the  price  of  gold,  and  bring  back  to  the 
country  a  sound  currency,  as  all  our  other  exports  put  together. 

The  important  decision  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  de- 
claring that  all  obligations  contracted  before  the  passage  of  the 
Legal  Tender  Act  in  1862,  are  payable  in  gold,  has  occasioned 
much  speculation  as  to  its  effects  upon  business  and  commercial  in- 
terests, but  no  harsh  results  seem  to  threaten  from  its  few  debts 
dated  prior  to  February,  1862. 

The  Fifteenth  Amendment,  now  ratified  by  thirty  states, 
confers  the  ballot  on  900,000  blacks.  The  states  that  voted  against 
the  measure  are  California,  Delaware,  Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
Kentucky,  Oregon  and  Tennessee. 

The  Darien  Canal  expedition  under  U.  S.  Naval  officers  has 
reached  the  Isthmus,  and  explorations  and  surveys  for  a  route  will 
be  commenced  at  once. 

The  Boston  Chief  of  Police  reports  2,000  liquor  shops  in  op- 
eration the  past  year  in  defiance  of  the  prohibitory  law. 

COLLEGE  ITEMS. 


Orin  Sage,  of  Ware,  Mass.,  has  given  $80,000,  to  be  paid  in 
three  annual  installments,  to  found  a  new  professorship  in  Wil- 
liams College. 

Gardner  Colby,  Esq.,  has  promised  the  Colby  University  (Bap- 
tist), of  Maine,  $5,000  for  new  books,  to  be  given  by  yearly  install- 
ments of  $500  for  ten  years. 

Several  Missouri  gentlemen  have  given  $10,000  to  endow  a 
chair  in  Washington  College,  Va.,  to  be  called  the  Missouri  Profes- 
sorship of  Applied  Chemistry. 

A  new  college  church  is  soon  to  be  erected  in  Amherst,  Mass., 
to  be  used  exclusively  for  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 

At  Princeton,  N.  J.,  the  widow  of  the  late  Senator  Thompson, 
has  established  a  prize  for  the  best  gymnast  in  each  senior  class 
that  shall  graduate  hereafter.  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  elegant  gold 
seal  ring. 

A  fund  of  $50,000  has  been  left  by  will  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  free  school  for  indigent  white  boys  in  George- 
town, D.  C. 
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ABROAD. 

Revolutions,  Social  and  Political,  engross  not  a  few 
leading  foreign  States.  The  infuriated  Frenchman  is  a  creature 
to  be  avoided ;  he  cries  for  blood.  The  other  day  the  streets  of  the 
French  Capital  were  barricaded  by  a  mob  suddenly  excited  to  fren- 
zy by  the  legal  arrest  of  Roehefort,  the  violent  editor,  and  could  be 
suppressed  only  by  the  over-awing  presence  of  the  police  and  mili- 
tary. The  better  part  of  Paris  was  undisturbed.  Outside  of  France 
there  is  a  general  impression  that  she  is  on  the  verge  of  great  civil 
disturbance  and  that  this  last  outbreak  is  ominous.  The  discontent 
with  the  Government  and  the  Emperor,  however,  does  not  appear 
to  be  that  deep  seated  and  wide  spread  affection  which  alone  can 
precipitate  and  sustain  revolution. 

England  proposes  great  reform  measures.  What  now  en- 
gages the  attention  of  Parliament  is  Mr.  Gladstone's  Land  Bill  for 
Ireland,  which  is  to  give  the  farmers  of  that  unhappy  island  some 
fixed  hold  upon  their  lands  on  reasonable  rents. 

There  is  a  movement  also  to  consolidate  all  the  colonies  of  the 
British  Empire  into  a  compact  confederation  of  which  England 
shall  be  the  centre. 


Uneasy  and  demoralized  Mexico,  is  again  disturbed. 
A  genuine  spontaneous  movement  is  impossible  in  that  wretched 
republic.  Either  plunder,  jealousy  or  ambition  are  at  the  bottom 
of  its  popular  insurrections.  Lately  the  state  of  San  Luis  Potosi, 
has  resorted  to  arms  for  some  alleged  grievance  and  defies 
the  government  of  Juarez ;  and  the  ugly  spirit  is  creeping  into 
other  districts. 

A  painful  report  comes  from  an  English  naval  officer  on  the 
coast  of  Africa  that  Dr.  Livingstone,  the  celebrated  explorer,  has 
been  burned  as  a  wizard.  The  N.  T.  Tribune  says,  "  all  Africa 
might  better  be  spared  than  that  man."  For  devotion  to  Science, 
self-expatriation  for  a  great  object,  and  Christian  faith,  Livingstone 
will  be  remembered  as  a  hero  of  this  generation. 

The  Exposition  to  be  held  at  St.  Petersburg,  next  May, 
"is  not  universal,  but  is  simply  an  exhibition  of  Russian  products 
and  manufactures."  So  writes  Eugene  Schuyler,  U.  S.  Consul  at 
Rival,  Russia. 

The  University  of  Oxford  has  decided,  as  Cambridge 
has  already  done,  to  extend  its  local  examinations  to  girls. 

A  beautiful  stained  glass  window  has  been  placed  in 
the  Poet's  Corner  of  Westminister  Abbey  in  memory  of  Chaucer. 
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Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are 
prepared  by  skilled  work- 
men, from  the  best  materi- 
als, and  are  known  as  the 

STANDARD 
by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 
Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 
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TOILET  ARTICLES.       ly 


THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 
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JCAmrSMCTUBEBS  OF 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 
RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  (Red  Lead,  etc. 
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LINSEED  OIL, 
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INTXUIOK  PLAN  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO. 


We  give  this  month  an  interior  plan  of  the  building  of  the 
Association  in  San  Francisco,  an  exterior  view  of  which  appear- 
ed on  our  first  page  last  month.  The  corner  stone  of  this  build- 
ing was  laid  April  18th,  1868,  and  the  edifice  was  dedicated 
November  16th,  1869.  The  President  of  the  Association  writes 
us  that  the  plan  and  arrangements  of  the  rooms  prove  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  the  design  is  commended  to  the  attention  of 
all  the  brethren  who  have  the  prospect  pf  soon  providing  them- 
selves with  an  edifice. 

The  large  door  to  the  entrance  of  the  building  is  between 
the  two  stores  which  occupy  the  ground  floor  front  Passing 
through  the  entrance  to  the  stairways  we  descend  to  the  Gym- 
nasium, a  spacious  room  in  the  rear,  53x59  feet,  in  front  of 
which,  in  the  basement  are  tho  baths  and  bowling-alley.  As- 
cending from  this,  we  find  midway  between  the  level  of  the 
entrance  and  that  of  the  second  story  the  door  to  the  large  hall 
which  is  in  the  rear,  over  the  gymnasium  and  of  just  the  same 
dimensions  with  that  room.  It  is  one  story  and  a  half  high, 
and  admirably  answers  the  purpose  of  a  spacious  audience  room. 
Passing  to  the  second  floor,  the  rear  of  which,  (a  occupied  by. 


the  hall  near  the  stairway,  on  the  left  is  a  small  ladies'  parlor,  and 
opposite  to  it  is  the  chess  room.  In  front  of  these  are  the  two  chief 
rooms  of  the  floor,  on  the  left  the  library,  19ft.  and  6  in.  by  27  ft. 
on  the  right  the  Reading  Room,  measuring  27  by  82 1-2  ft.  The 
Library  contains  2000  volumes,  and  the  Reading  Room  is  fur- 
nished with  twenty-two  newspapers  and  eleven  magazines  and 
reviews.  Above  the  Reading  Room  on  the  third  floor  is  a  lec- 
ture room,  in  the  rear  of  which  are  several  smaller  apartments. 
The  President  of  the  Association,  in  his  annual  address,  refers 
to  the  building  in  the  following  terms : 

"  Examine  the  architecture.  Where  is  there  a  more  beauti- 
ful front,  and  the  material,  the  bluish  solid  stone  of  the  Alumtda 
quarries  ?  Go  in  and  look  at  the  gymnasium  and  ten-pin  al?  *y, 
for  exercise  and  recreation,  the  bathing-rooms,  the  conversation 
room,  library,  reading  room  and  tiers  of  rooms  above.  1  ten 
enter  the  lecture  room,  larger  and  more  commodious  than  some 
of  the  churches,  and  say  if  your  money  has  not  been  judiciously 
expended.  For  but  #57,000  has  been  expended  for  the  whole 
building,  includiug  two  stores  on  the  first  floor,  to  be  rented  to, 
yield  an  income." 
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TIIE  HEALTH  BALANCE  OF  THE  BODY. 
WnxABD  Parker,  M.  D. 

Bbfobe  investigating  the  causes  of  bodily  disease  and  the 
laws  of  health  most  commonly  broken  by  the  men  and  women 
of  the  age  ia  which  we  live,  it  is  desirable  to  ascertain  in  a 
general  way  what  is  the  normally  healthftil  state  of  the 
human  frame,  aad  under  what  circumstances  or  condition*  w* 
may  expect  to  find  the  body  sound  and  vigorous.  With  a  clear 
•perception  of  this  we  shall  be  able  to  trace  more  intelligently 
the  effect  in  each  case  of  the  broken  law,  and  to  discover  the 
working  of  that  blood  poison  which  constitutes  the  malignant 
element  in  every  disease  that  afflicts  the  body  of  man. 

The  Ancient  Philosopher,  Plato  said :  "  Man  is  an  intelli- 
gence provided  with  organs."  He  is  a  compound  being,  con- 
sisting of  spirit  and  matter,  or  soul  and  body.  The  former  is 
the  conscious,  unchanging,  responsible  essence  01  the  individu- 
al. While  the  latter  is  its  instrument,  and  is  always  changing 
in  the  material  of  which  it  is  composed.  "The  dust  shall 
return  to  the  earfli  as  ft  wosj  and  the  spirit  shall  ret  urn  unto 
God  who  gave  it" 

The  labors  of  Physiologists  have  established  the  fact,  that 
two  divers  operations  arc  continually  taking  place  in  the  ani- 
mal economy.  The  one  is  called  the  work  of  rejtnir,  the  other 
the  work  «f  mmet*.  Bach  aubstaaces,  a*  food,  drink  and  air, 
which  are  fitted  for  the  system  and  are  taken  into  it,  are  brought 
under  the  influence  of  a  new  force  called  vital  and  so  become 
an  integral  part  of  the  living  organism.  This  is  the  work  of 
repair.  -When  these  substances  complete  their  life-work,  they 
become  old  and  die  and  must  be  removed  from  the  system. 
This  constitutes  the  work  of  waste. 

When  the  system  is  in  a  normal  condition,  the  work  of  waste 
exactly  counterpoises  the  work  of  repair.  The  maintenance  of 
the  balance  of  repair  and  waste  is  accordingly  the  central 
Hygienic  law  of  the  body,  to  which  all  others  are  subordinate. 
The  observance  of  this  law  is  health. 

Now,  it  is  a  fact,  that  a  man  weighing  one  hundred  and  forty 
pounds,  takes  into  his  system  about  seven  pounds  in  twenty- 
fouf  hours;  Tfom  the  air,  he  separates  and  absorbs  by  the 
lungs,  one  pound  of  oxygen ;  he  drinks' four  and  half  pounds 
of  water,  and  the  remainder  of  the  seven  pounds  is  made  op 
of  meat,  fat,  bread,  salt,  etc.,  These  various  substances  enter 
the'body,  and  are  converted  into  blood.  When  this  stage  is 
reached,  they  are  distributed  by  means  of  the  vessels  into  all 
.parts  of  the  body  to  repair  the  muscle,  nerve,  and  other  struc- 
ture and  furnish  warmth  to  the  system.  In  this  way  the  seven 
pounds  are  received  and  appropriated.  But  not  one  parti- 
cle of  the  material  introduced  into  the  system,  is  anni- 
hilated, and  so  when  the  purpose  for  which  nourishment  is 
taken  into  the  body,  is  answered,  the  Health  balance  can  be 
maintained  by  the  process  of  waste.  Seven  pounds  becoming 
effete  or  dead  must  be  removed  from  the  body,  or  the  balance 
is  destroyed  and  sickness  is  the  consequence. 

The  removal  takes  place  tlnough  three  avenues— Through 
the  lungs  pass  one  and  a  half  pounds  in  carbonic  acid  gas,  and 
over  one  pound  in  vapor.  Through  the  skin,  two  pounds  es- 
cape in  the  form  or  perspiration  and  its  salts,  while  by  the 
kidneys,  between  two  and  three  pentads  are  conveyed  away, 
Let  us  summarize  these  statements  in  a  tabular  form : 
THE  BALANCE. 

FOB  TWKHTT-FOVB   HOURS. 


THE  SCALE   OF  BEFAfB. 

1  Oxygen  1.02  lbs. 
8  Water  4.78    " 
8  Meat*    O80    " 

4  Starch  006    " 

5  Fat   -    053    " 
OSaH*     OjOS    - 

Too 


THE  SCALE  OF  WASTE. 

.   .„(  Carbonic  Add   1.80  lbs. 

Skin-Persp'at'n  Salts  &C.1.90 

(Urea      -       ) 
Kidneys  \  Salts,  Acids,  V  8.40  : 

(Chlo.ofSoda) 

7.00 


Suppose  that  of  the  seven  pounds  used,  only  six  are  expelled, 
then  one  pound  of  dead  matter  would  remain,  the  balance  would 
be  broken,  every  organ  would  be  embarassed,  sickness  would  of 
course  follow,  and  perhaps  death. 

At  this  point  it  is  important  also,  to  refer  to  the  blood.  This 
fluid  Is  die  pivot  upon  which  the  Health  balance  rests  and 
moves.  It  should  exist  ia  due  quantity,  and  be  perfect  in  its 
quality — then  the  whole  system  will  be  conscious  only  of  ease 
and  comfort.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  blood  is  in  excess  or  in 
deficiency,  or  has  mingled  with  it  effete  matter  or  some  positive 
poison,  sickness  and  perhaps  death  must  be  the  result 

In  regard  to  this  health  giving  life-supporting  fluid,  it  must 
be  understood  that  all  the  seven  pound*  of  solids  and  fluids  taken 
into  the  body  after  they  have  passed  through  the  process  of  di- 
gestion, enter  at  once  into  the  blood,  make  a  part  of  it,  and  with 
it  they  are  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  system  to  perform  the  re- 
pair-work in  muscle,  bone,  nerve  etc.  After  this  work  has  been 
accomplished,  the  same  solids  and  fluids  become  old,  worn  out, 
die  and  mutt  be  removed  fton  the  liviag  erganism.  Now  as 
all  substances  introduced  into  the  system  for  supply  are  taken 
into  the  blood,  so  all  substances  requiring  to  be  removed,  must 
return  to  the  same  fluid.  The  blood  therefore  is  the  great  centre 
to  which  everything  tends  from  without  inward,  and  from 
which  everything  must  take  its  departure  from  within  out* 
ward. 

"  The  life  of  the  flesh  b  in  the  Mood."— Levit  17— xL 

Having  explained  the  health  balance  and  the  pivot  on  which 
it  moves,  we  propose  in  a  future  article  to  inquire  into  some 
of  the  causes  which  disturb  this  balance,  indicating  the  many 
ways  in  which  the  law  of  health  Is  broken. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  THE  HEALTH  BALANCE. 

A  significant  commentary  on  the  preservation  of  the  health  bal- 
ance is  found  in  the  vital  statistics  of  Philadelphia,  reported 
some  time  ago  to  the  American  Philosophical  Society  by  Mr. 
Pliny  Earl  Chose.  According  to  this  authority,  the  Philadelphia 
life-tables  indicate  a  possible  life  in  Philadelphia  of  114  years, 
a  probable  life  of  88.44,  ami  a*  ixpecaaUqn  rift  of  85.00  years. 
He  means  by  the  term  "pouible  "  life,  the  limit  sometimes  ob- 
tained in  a  given  locality ;  by  the  "probable  "  life,  the  age  the 
probability  of  living  beyond  which  is  as  great  as  that  of  dying 
before  the  age  is  obtained ;  aad  by  the  "  expectation  "  life  he 
defines  the  average  which  will  be  attained  by  all  who  are  born. 

But  the  most  interesting  facts  in  Mr.  Chase's  tables  are  those 
which  show  how  the  timpU  mode  of  life  of  a  quaker  commu- 
nity compares  with  the  life  of  a  more  active,  or,  rather,  more 
luxurious  people.  He  analyses  the  life-tables  of  the  two  com- 
munities of  Philadelphia,  dividing  them  into  "  Friends  "  and 
"  Philadelphia,"  and  finds,  as  his  results,  that  the  Friends'at  the 
age  of  twelve  years  have  a  maximum  vitality  of  20.49  per  cent 
over  their  neighbors ;  that  from  twenty  to  sixty  years  of  age 
they  have  a  proportionate  mortality  of  23.87  under  their  neigh- 
bors ;  that  their  expectation  of  life  is  24.62  per  cent  higher, 
their  probable  life  43.78  per  cent,  more  valuable,  and  their  pro- 
portionate mortality  at  birth  44.70  lower  than  the  mortality  of 
their  neighbors. 

Adverting  to  these  significant  facts,  the  London  Lancet  says : 
"  The  Quakers  of  Philadelphia,  approach  thus  towards  the 
Jewish  race,  in  respect  of  vitality,  in  which  they  arc,  probably, 
exceptional  to  all  other  Christian  communities.  The  lesson 
brings  us  back  in  thought  to  those  peoples  of  whom  the 
Student's  classical  and  great  master  speaks:  when  he  says: 
''They  for  the  most  part  attained  their  good  estate,  by  reason  of 
their  trood  habits,  which  neither  sloth  nor  luxury  had  corrupt- 
ed." 
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WHAT  IS  LIFE  DOING  FOR  ME? 

George  L.  Walker. 

A  vekt  important  question  for  me,  as  well  as  for  eyery  other 
young  man,  is,  What  it  life  doing  for  met  <Am  I  getting  the 
good  of  it  t  Am  I  acting  on  a  right  theory  of  its  value  J  I  see 
men  acting  on  very  dissimilar  theories  of  the  value  of  life.  They 
get  very  different  results  out  of  it. 

Now  what  is  a  right  result  ?  I  want  a  sound  theory,  for  I 
cannot  afford  an  unsound  one.  There  is  no  coming  back  to  try 
over  again.  This  little  span  through  which  I  am  passing  must 
give  me  its  best,  for  it  is  ail  of  this  kind  of  life  I  am  to  have. 
Perhaps  I  can  get  a  hint  or  two  towards  an  answer  by  looking 
at  some  people  around  me. 

Here  is  my  wealthy  neighbor  Mr.  B.  Life,  to  him,  is  what 
it  brings  him  of  property.  His  theory  is :  Life  is  worth  what 
it  docs  in  making  a  man  rich. 

But  that  theory  will  not  do  for  me.  I  only  need  to  look  at 
Mr.  B,  himself,  to  see  it  is  too  scanty  to  answer.  It  does  not 
.  meet  his  wants.  When  his  child  died  last  spring — When  the 
Wall  street  panic  came  last  October — I  saw  his  theory  failed  him. 
Nay,  it  fails  him  every  day.  A  hundred  wants  look  out  of  his 
eyes  unsatisfied.  His  theory  is  too  narrow  for  him  even  now, 
and  to  carry  it  over  into  the  future,  is  to  make  it  shrivel  up  al- 
together.   "  Our  best  garments  are  without  pockets." 

I  look,  then,  to  my  old  school-friend  W.  His  theory  of  the 
conduct  of  life  is  the  gaining  of  happiness.  Life  does  its  office 
for  him,  he  thinks,  when  it  brings  him  pleasure.  But  I  cannot 
hide  from  myself,  that,  under  this  theory,  W.  has  been  going 
downward  ever  since  I  knew  him.  He  has  been  hardening  and 
contracting.  His  theory  ignores  all  obligation  t«  others.  It 
makes  him  heartless.  It  shuts  him  up  in  his  own  interests. 
Besides,  I  see  also,  that  T»  theory  of  life  leaves  very  many 
persons  hopelessly  to  fail  of  good.  The  sick,  the  oppressed, 
the  very  poor,  eannot  be  provided  for  on  any  such  plan.  If  en- 
joyment is  life's  end,  then  for  multitudes  the  end  must  fail. 
W's  theory  will  not  do  for  me. 

Two  other  m<  n  often  pass  me  on  the  street.  One  Is  D, — the 
great  student ;  the  other  is  M, — the  great  politician.  One  is  the 
most  learned — the  other  the  most  influential  man  I  know.  D 
thinks  life  is  worth  what  it  gives  him  of  knowledge ;  M-  what 
it  gives  him  of  power.  But  I  know  both  of  them  well  enough 
to  see  that  the  theory  of  neither  is  adequate.  D  is  by  no 
means  useful  in  proportion  as  he  is  learned ;  and  M  by  no 
means  happy  in  proportion  to  his  influence.  Life  is  not  doing 
for  them  what  ought  to  content  a  man.  They  are  making 
splendid  failures. 

I  look,  then,  at  one  other  man.  It.  is  head  bookseller 
at  the  establishment  in  which  I  am.  He  is  an  old  man 
now.  His  life  has  been  a  very  eventful  one.  He  has  known 
what  it  was  to  be  a  fondled  child  of  rich  parents;  then 
an  impoverished  orphan;  then  a  struggling  youth  thrown 
on  his  own  resources;  then  a  wealthy  merchant,  the  head 
of  his  own  home ;  and  now,  finally,  after  a  period  of  dis- 
aster in  business  and  affliction  in  family,  he  has  been  ten 
years  keeping  books  on  a  scanty  salary  for  the  somewhat  close- 
handed  firm  we  both  serve.  I  asked  the  old  man  one  quarter- 
day  some  years  ago,  as  we  each  of  us  received  our  meager  sti- 
pend for  three  month's  work : — "  what's  the  use  of  life  on  these 
terms  f  What  do  you  get  good  out  of  it  I "  I  hate  never  for- 
gotten his  answer.  "  I  get  all  that  any  one  can."  was  his  re- 
ply ;  "  life's  only  work  is  what  it*  discipline  amounts  to." 

"  Life  it  worth  jutt  it*  diietpUn*."  The  idea  was  anew  one  to 
me  then.  It  came  to  me  at  a  moment  when  I  was  bitter  and 
sore.    But,  aa  I  said,  I  have  never  forgotten  it.    It  clung  to  me. 


And  the  more  I  thought  of  it,  the  wiser  it  seemed.  And  the 
longer  I  have  lived,  and  the  more  I  have  seen  and  done  since 
then,  the  truer  has  appeared  the  old  clerk's  theory.  I  have 
adopted  it  as  my  own. 

And  I  hare  done  so,  because  it  fits,  more  than  any  other  one, 
all  part*  of  .life,  and  the  life  of  every  man.  Let  me  show  you 
how  it  does  so. 

In  the  first  place  it  fits  evert/  man"*  life.  We  are  put  into  this 
world  to  be  trained.  We  came  empty  handed  into  it,  and  we 
go  empty  handed  out  of  it.  And  that  shows  us  that  the  good 
of  life  is  intended  to  be  an  interior  thing.  It  is  something  a 
man  can  have,  even  when  his  arms  lie  crossed'  in  his  coffin. 
And  that  good  is  his  discipline  of  spirit  The  training  and 
culture  of  the  soul,  is  the  great  matter.  How  a  man  feels  to- 
ward God  and  toward  his  fellow  men,  is  the  question  which 
life's  discipline  decides,  what  his  influences  are,  what  his  princi- 
ples, what  his  satisfactions, — then  are  the  things  life  determines. 
If  man  has  a  soul,  and  is  to  live  forever,  these  mottoes  are  the 
great  ones  of  life.    The  theory,  then,  fits  "  every  man." 

But  see,  too,  how  it  fits  "aUparUn  of  every  man's  life.  If 
the  good  of  life  is  what  its  discipline  amounts  to,  then  there  is 
no  circumstance  of  life  which  may  not  be  without  its  profit.  Is 
a  man  rich  ?  Why,  then,  he  has  the  discipline  of  wealth.  How 
he  uses  riches  is  the  trial  question  for  him.  Is  a  man  poor  t 
Poverty  is  his  trial  experience.  How  he  bears  want,  is  the  im- 
portant problem  for  him.  There  is  not  a  circumstance  of  any 
man's  life,  prosperous  or  adverse,  but  in  this  theory  of  the 
"  value  of  life  "  finds  its  place.  And  each  circumstance,  in  its 
turn,  may  equally  secure  life's  good.  A  man  may  be  gaining 
it  when  he  is  accumulating  wealth,  or  when  wealth  is  fleeing 
from  him;  when  he  is  health,  or  when  he  is  sick ;  when  he  re- 
joices, or  when  he  weeps.  DUeipline  it  accomplishing  its  purpose. 
He  is  getting  the  good  of  life. 

"  What  life  is  doing  for  me,"  then,  is  a  question  which 
has,  for  a  good  while,  turned  my  thoughts  inward  instead  of 
outward.  I  don't  expect  to  find  my  answer  in  a  bank  account. 
I  look  not  first  to  see  whether  life  is  going  well,  in  such  mat- 
ters as  social  standing,  political  preferment,  or  literary  repute. 
I  ask  myself,  in  quiet  hours,  "  Is  the  discipline  of  life  mak- 
ing me  humbler,  stronger,  more  patient,  more  Christian f  "  "Is 
life  doing  this  best  thing  that  it  ever  does  for  any  one,  fitting 
me  for  usefulness  in  the  present,  and  for  a  readiness  to  meet 
whatever  comes  after  I " 

I  try  to  be  able  to  answer  that  question  affirmatively.  And 
when  I  am  able,  it  does  not  trouble  me  much  to  be  poor,  or  dis- 
appointed, or  lonely,  I  am  still  getting  the  "  good  of  life."  No- 
body can  rob  me  of  all  that  is  best  in  it.  The  theory  fits  the 
case  fully.  "  Life  is  worth  just  its  discipline ; "  and  that  disci- 
pline is  securing  my  good. 


Fawxixo  Rebuked. — Dean  Ramsay,  in  his  Pulpit  Talk,  telle 
many  capital  stories  about  English  and  Scotch  divines,  andj 
this  is  one  of  them.  Soon  after  the  great  William  Pitt  was 
made  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the  early  age  of  22,  he 
paid  a  visit  to  Cambridge,  his  own  University.  Dr.  Paley,  the 
author  of  "Natural  Theology"  was  there,  and  could  not  but/ 
notice  how  fawningly  the  heads  of  Colleges  and  dignified 
professors  flocked  around  the  youthful  statesman,  because  he 
had  now  some  public  honors  and  gifts  to  bestow,  Dr.  Paley 
was  to  preach,  and  he  chose  for  his  text  the  following :  "  There 
is  a  lad  here,  which  bath  five  barley  loaves,  and  two  small 
fishes ;  but,"  (and  here  he  looked  around,  and  took  a  careful 
survey  of  the  assembled  dignitaries)  "but  what  are  they 
among  so  many  I" 
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WHAT  YOU  READ  AND  WHAT  YOU  ARE. 

B.  H.  Nadax,  D.  D.      • 

The  formation  of  a  pare  and  noble  character  is  the  great 
work  of  human  life.  True  happiness  depends  on  what  a  man 
is  much  more  than  on  what  he  achieves. 

Of  all  the  earthly  forces  that  work  on  character,  we  know  of 
none  more  powerful  than  literature,  or  the  books,  the  periodi- 
cals, and  the  newspapers  which  we  habitually  read.  The 
writer  compacts  his  thoughts,  he  takes  the  quietest  hours  and 
multiplies  them  into  days  and  years,  that  he  may  express  to  his 
readers  the  whole  contents  of  mind  and  heart,  and  thus  be  to 
them  much  more  than  his  extemporaneous  self.  Then,  too,  he 
comes  with  the  witchery  of  silence,  when  no  one  looks  on 
to  see  us  conquered.  His  arguments  attack  us  like  the  fa- 
bled silver  bullets  of  the  witches  who  are  said  to  make  the  dis- 
charge of  their  firearms  noiseless.  We  are  struck  and  do  not  know 
It.  If  the  writer  were  present  to  talk,  there  might  be  a  wordy  duel 
in  which  each  might  give  and  receive,  but  as  it  is,  the  reader  is 
only  a  target  for  the  writer. 

Seeing  that  our  reading  puts  us  thus  in  the  power  of  those 
who  write,  we  can  hardly  be  too  cautious  in  its  selection.  If 
we  are  careful  of  our  living  company,  much  more  should  we  be 
careful' about  the  streams  of  silent  thought  we  turn  in  upon 
our  minds,  and  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  atmosphere  which 
we  breathe  in  our  privacy,  and  which  must  mould  our  charac- 
ter in  our  own  despite.  Such  caution  is  all  the  more  important 
because  we  belong  to  an  age  which  counts  it  a  weakness  to  be 
afraid  of  the  worst  errors,  even  when  presented  in  the  most 
ingenious  array,  and  which  pretends  to  such  an  absolute  devo- 
tion to  truth  as  to  be  willing  to  trust  its  most  precious  treasures 
in  any  company. 

Such  courage  is  mere  rashness  and  folly.  It  proceeds  on  the 
false  assumption  that  each  reader  is  completely  armed  against 
all  forms  of  error,  and  .proof  against  vice  in  its  most  bewitch- 
ing and  seductive  disguises.  Even  the  physician  approaches 
the  contagion  of  the  hospital  with  caution.  The  man  in  the 
jury  box  is  not  allowed  to  decide  upon  the  testimony  and 
pleadings  of  one  side.  The  city  of  New  York  is  not  a  mor- 
al and  social  level,  over  which  one  may  travel  at  all  hours  of 
day  and  night  with  equal  safety.  It  is  made  up  of  beauty  and 
ugliness,  crime  and  probity,  safety  and  danger.  The  same  is 
true  of  literature.  There  is  a  certain  class  of  novels  and  news- 
paper stories,  just  now  most  eagerly  devoured  by  young  people, 
which  has  not  a  single  redeeming  quality.  Their  sole  power 
lies  in  the  intensity  of  their  narratives,  which  are  commonplace 
in  themselves",  and  told  without  skill;  they  sell  by  virtue  of  the 
imaginary  blood  shed  by  their  heroes,  or  by  the  more  doubtful 
and  less  pure  expedients,  by  which  the  brute  in  human  nature  is 
matured  and-  enraged.  Such  novels  and  novelettes  do  not 
even  contain  good  grammar ;  in  an  aesthetic  point  of  view 
their  images  are  mere  pottery,  and  as  to  morals,  it  were  better 
for  them,  like  Saint  Francis,  to  address  their  homilies  to  the 
beasts  of  the  field.  ' 

But  the  power  even  of  the  most  renowned  writers  of  modern 
fiction  is  not  always  good.  The  keenest  artistic  skill  is  often  em- 
ployed handsomely  to  trick  out  the  very  "  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air."  A  certain  school  of  modem  writers  is  at  great  pains  to 
exalt  genius  into  heroism  and  then  to  demand  the  worship  of  the 
hero.  Then  comes  the  sly  but  sweeping  inference  that  genius  is 
the  only  infallibility.  Think  of  it ;  an  infallible  Byron— that  is 
to  say,  an  infallible  demon ;  or  an  infallible  Raphael— which  is  to 
say,  an  infallible  debauchee.  No  1  Genius  is  good  or  bad,  as  the 
character  of  the  man  is  pure  or  impure.  Intellectual  power 
may  bear  away  on  its  shoulders  the  brazen  gates  of  error,  and 


anon  reappear  laden  with  treasures  of  truth;  or  stooping  in  the 
lap  of  the  enchantress,  it  may  lose  the  locks  of  its  strength. 
Genius  is  powerful,  but  powerful  to  destroy  as  well  as  to  save ; 
it  may  be,  as  is  .claimed,  always  a  prophet,  but  there  are  false 
prophets  whom  God  hath  not  sent  If  genius  is  to  mould  our 
character,  it  behooves  us  to  know  its  character. 

But  of  all  tho  forms  of  literature  the  widest  in  its  influence 
is  that  of  the  daily  newspaper.  It  is  all  the  more  influential 
because  it  hardly  aspires  to  the  name  of  literature.  It  is  so 
familiar  that  we  lose  our  consciousness  of  its  presence.  Indeed 
it  seems  to  part  with  its  objective  reality  and  to  move  before  us 
as  a  mental  image  of  our  own  existence.  It  meets  us  at  every  turn. 
The  favorite  newspaper  becomes  feet  to  the  lame  and  eyes  to  the 
blind.  It  gives  us  many  opinions,  which  at  first,  are  rejected, 
then  laughed  at,  and  then  accepted.  Its  conceded  influence  in 
the  community,  its  great  names,  its  extended  circulation,  and 
above  all  our  habit  of  being  controlled  by  it,  give  it  immense 
power.  And  we  forget  how  much  of  it  is  produced  by  poor  insig- 
nificant Bohemians,  some  of  whom,  as  a  daily  paper  has  expressed 
it,  ore  "  hardly  to  be  trusted  for  a  glass  of  toddy."  So  it  comes  to 
pass  that  the  book  notices,  which  are  designed  to  set  forth  and 
determine  the  value  of  newly  published  works,  or  new  editions 
of  old  ones,  are  written  by  these  poor  creatures.  We  would  warn 
simple  readers  that  in  all  probability  these  reviews  were  written 
without  reading  twenty  lines  of  the  book  reviewed ;  that  it  is  all 
the  fashion  with  these  writers  to  condemn  any  and  every  evan- 
gelical book,  and  to  praise  those  of  an  opppoeite  sort  Thus  in 
any  event,  the  opinion  is  of  little  worth,  and  derives  its  sole 
importance  from  its  appearance  in  a  powerful  journal.  If  you 
read  these  notices,  have  in  your  mind  not  the  great  journal, 
but  the  very  little  reviewer.  Remember  the  vital  relations 
between  Evangelical  Christianity  and  a  noble  character,  and 
in  this,  as  in  all  your  reading,  assert  and  use  your  liberty  in  re- 
sisting the  baneful  influence  of  an  unfriendly  press. 


A  VERY  DRY  ARTICLE 
ON  THE  PHILOSOPHER'S  STONE. 

When  a  young  man  gets  a  few  dollars  ahead,  and  begins  to 
think  how  he  shall  invest  it,  he  finds  it  almost  impossible  to 
do  anything  better  than  put  it  in  the  savings'  bank  at 
a  low  rate  of  interest.  At  the  same  time  ho  sees  the  large 
capital  of  his  employer  yielding  a  percentage  many  times  as 
large  as  that  drawn  by  his  own  little  pittance.  That  a  hundred 
dollars  should  only  command  six-per  cent,  interest,  while  a 
hundred  thousand  can  command  twenty  per  cent.,  appears  at 
first  sight  to  indicate  some,  injustice  in  the  divine  law  which 
governs  such  matters,  and  to  be  as  discouraging  as  it  is  unjust. 

But  on  a  little  reflection,  we  see  that  it  is  but  one  of  many 
illustrations  of  the  wisdom  of  that  wonderful  saying  "  To  him 
wh»  hath  thall  be  fiten."  Indeed,  the  law  that  the  rate  of  profit 
shall  increase  with  the  rate  of  accumulation,  instead  of  being  a 
discouragement  to  saving,  is  rather  an  encouragement  which 
increases  with  every  dollar  earned. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  fact  we  have  noted,  is  that  (with 
a  few  exceptions,  more  -apparent  than  real)  money  yields  an 
increase  only  when  it  is  used  in  supplying  labor  with  capital.  All 
the  tools  and  materials  with  which  the  laborer  or  clerk  works 
are  capital,  and  for  the  use  of  them,  he  returns  to  the  capitalist 
(sometimes  in  very  indirect  ways,  which  we  cannot  follow  here) 
all  that  he  makes  above  the  current  rate  of  wages.  If  a  man  has 
saved  but  a  hundred  dollars,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  him 
owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  sunt,  to  turn  it  into  capital,  ex- 
cept through  the  Savings'  Bank.  This  institution  receiving 
many  such  amounts,  is  able  to  loan  large  sums  to  men  in  profit- 
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able  business  who  can  make  the  money  yield  a  large  percentage. 
Out  of  this,  they  can  well  afford  to  pay  the  Savings'  Bank  what 
it  demands,  viz.  the  usual  legal  rate,  and  the  Savings'  Bank, 
reserving  for  itself  as  commission,  two  or  three  per  cent.,  divides 
the  rest  of  its  profit  with  the  persons  whose  small  deposits  it 
has  used. 

The  man  who  gets  the  large  per  centage  does  not  work  any  hard- 
er day  by  day  than  the  man  who  must  put  up  with  the  small  one, 
probably  not  as  hard.  The  only  reason  why  one  of  them  makes 
more  money  than  the  other,  is,  that  the  one  man  has  money 
enough  to  use  it  for  capital,  and  to  entitle  him  to  credit  for 
what  he  borrows,  neither  of  which  advantages  is  possessed  by 
the  other  man. 

It  is  plain  that  if  it  were  possible  for  the  poor  man  to  realize 
on  his  money  all  the  profits  which  he  now  is  forced  to  share 
with  the  bank  and  the  larger  capitalist,  it  would  be  to  him  a 
tremendous  advantage.  A  plan  has  been  set  on  foot  the  real 
object  of  which  is  to  enable  him  to  do  this. 

The  device  is  a  simple  one.  A  number  of  poor  men  put  their 
little  piles  together,  until  they  get  a  pile  big  enough  to  use  it 
as  capital.  This  they  can  employ  in  any  business,  in  just  the 
same  way  that  a  single  man  could  buy  capital  for  the  same 
business.  They  can  establish  a  store,  a  factory  or  a  bank ;  they 
can  open  a  mine,  or  sail  a  ship,  and  in  fact,  all  these  things  and 
many  more,  have  already  been  done  with  varying  success  on 
this  plan. 

This  operating  together  of  a  number  of  men,  is  now  spoken 
of  under  the  oft  used  term  of  eo-operatitm. 

Co-operation,  however,  contains  within  itself  a  great  many 
possible  advantages  beside  the  mere  giving  to  frugal,  poor  men 
all  that  their  money  earns.  When  circumstances  are  favorable, 
the  co-operators  can  employ  their  capital  in  their  own  daily 
labors.  They  can  work  with  their  own  tools  on  their  own  raw 
materia],  in  their  own  factory.  They  can  carry  their  own 
merchandise  in  their  own  ship,  or,  they  can,  with  their  own 
machinery  develop  their  own  mine — in  short,  they  can  become 
their  own  employers,  and  rising  from  the  position  of  paid  labor- 
ers, they  are  open  to  the  corresponding  advances  in  intelligence 
and  character.  From  being  listless  machines  guided  by  some 
superior  mind,  doing  as  little  as  they  can  in  return  for  a  fixed 
pittance  which  they  know  no  effort  of  theirs  can  increase,  they 
become  enthusiastic  workers  for  their  own  interests,  thinkers 
investigating  and  developing  their  own  interests  and  hopers 
for  rewards  which  they  know  must  increase  as  their  energy  and 
intelligence  increase. 

The  co-operator  here  has  two-fold  relations,  one  as  capital- 
ist and  one  as  laborer.  The  tendencies  to  confuse  these  rela- 
tions has  been  at  the  root  of  many  of  the  failures  of  the  plan. 
Men  have  thought  that  in  co-operation  was  contained  some 
magic  by  which  the  co-operator  can  for  a  given  piece  of  work  ob- 
tain more  than  another  laborer.  This  can  never  be.  The  laws — 
(and  all  discoveries  go  to  confirm  them) — are  that  no  man  can 
continue  to  get  more  for  doing  given  work,  than  other  men  will 
do  the  same  work  for ;  and  hence  that  wages  will  always  be  as  low 
as  possible.  Consequently  in  the  fluctuations  caused  by  new  dis- 
coveries and  golden  opportunities,  wages  stand  no  chance.  All 
the  profits  from  favoring  circumstances  and  from  far  sighted- 
ness  go  to  the  capitalist.  Wages  to  labor— Profit  to  capital 
This  is  the  fundamental  doctrine  of  the  subject 

How  co-operation  eon  and  does  touch  both  wages  and  profits 
we  have  shown.  But  wages  and  profits,  they  must  be  kept 
distinct.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  have  all  co-operators  take 
equal  shares  of  the  proceeds.  Failure  has  resulted,  the  reason 
being  that  in  times  of  prosperity  the  co-operators  owning  most 
capital,  have  not  had  their  fair  share  of  profits  while  in  times 


of  adversity,  they  have  not  borne  their  fair  share  of  losses.  It 
has  also  proved  to  be  an  effort  to  put  the  poor  workman  on  a 
par  with  the  good  one. 

But  it  cannot  be  said  that  these  misunderstandings  of  princi- 
ple have  been  the  main  obstacles  to  the  success  of  co-operation. 
The  great  obstacles  have  been  ignorance  and  lawlessness — lack 
of  intelligence  to  appreciate  what  ought  to  be  done,  lack  of  or- 
ganizing power  and  lack  of  capacity  to  submit  to  self-enforced 
law  and  to  enforce  the  corporate  law  with  temperance  and  jus- 
tice. The  attempts  that  have  been  made  at  co-operation  have 
been  watched  with  the  greatest  interest  and  anxiety  by  men 
studying  social  phenomena,  because  they  realize  that  it  aims  to 
solve  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  and  important  problems 
of  modern  civilization.  If  co-operation  can  be  made  generally 
successful,  the  way  will  be  plainly  shown  along  which  the  low- 
er or  poorer  orders  are  to  pass  in  their  progress  toward  a  level 
with  the  higher.  Philosophers  feel  that  all  that  legislation, 
and  political  freedom  have  yet  done  for  the  progress  of  the  race, 
has  been  to  remove  obstacles,  that  even  all  that  popular  educa- 
tion has  done,  has  been  to  fit  men  to  use  such  machinery  of  pro- 
gress as  may  be  within  their  reach.  It  is  to  co-operation  that 
they  are  now  looking  as  the  very  implement  for  the  use  of  which 
Christian  civilization,  free  institutions,  and  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge  have  been  preparing  the  more  favored  portion  of 
mankind. 


POWER  OF  A  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 
"  No  higher  eulogy  of  our  Theological  Seminaries  could  be 
conceived  than  the  mention  of  the  names  of  the  men  who  have 
been  educated  in  them,  and  whose  services  in  the  interest  of 
letters  and  religion  and  aggressive  evangelism  are  truly  sub- 
lime. To  do  this  is  like  tracing  back  great  rivers  to  their 
small  beginnings.  Consult,  for  example,  the  catalogue  of  An- 
dover  Theological  Seminary.  Not  to  speak  of  the  more 
than -two  thousand  it  has  educated,  the  incumbents  of  our  pul- 
pits in  theold  States  and  in  the  new — in  cities  and  villages — 
presidents  and  professors  in  all  our  colleges  between  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Pacific  seas ;  recall  the  services  of  its  alumni,  in  connec- 
tion with  foreign  missions,  in  the  one  department  of  translating 
the  holy  Scriptures  into  the  varied  languages  of  the  world.  See 
Moses  Stuart — the  father  of  biblical  literature  in  its  modern 
revival  in  our  country,  an  enthusiast  in  his  noble  pursuit,  and 
possessed  of  the  power  of  impregnating  others  with  his  bound- 
less ardor — see  him  in  that  small  lecture-room,  sending  forth, 
like  sparks  from  the  anvil,  such  men  as  Hall,  Judson,  Mills, 
Newell,  Richards,  Poor,  Kingsbury,  Bingham,  Byington,  King, 
Thurston,  Spaulding  Goodell,  Temple,  Fiske,  Eli  Smith, 
Dwight,  Bridgman,  Schauffler,  .Hall,  Riggs,  Ballantine,  Grout, 
Perkins — I  do  not  pretend  to  give  all -the  names — not  the  half; 
but,  taking  such  as  rise  to  the  memory  and  the  lips  most  rea- 
dily, compute  now  what  these  men  have  accomplished  in  our 
own  day,  translating  the  book  of  God  into  Chinese,  Arabic, 
Tamol,  Turkish,  Persian,  modem  Syriac,  modern  Greek,  Ar- 
menian, Armeno-Turkish,  Hebrew-Spanish,  Hawaian,  Caffire- 
Zulu,  Mpwonge,  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Seneca,  Ojibway — lan- 
guages, which  together  are  spoken  by  hundreds  of  millions — 
the  vast  majority  of  the  human  race — some  of  them  reduced  to 
writing  for  the  first  time  by  these  very  men,  and  measure,  if 
you  can,  the  vast  results  produced  within  a  few  decades  ot 
years,  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  world  by  one  such 
institution  for  theological  training.  .  As  well  might  you  com- 
pute in  figures  the  refreshment  and  life  given  to  man  and  beast 
by  such  a  well  as  Jacob  dug,  and  which  has  been  in  constant 
use  for  thousands  of  yeare."  Extract  from  a  termon  by  William 
Adams,  D.  D. 
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Offioe  of  the  DUtrict  Court  of  the  Sonthern  Dlitrlct  of  Heir  York. 

CHAPTER  IT. 

Aunt  Jane  was  not  surprised  to  see  Horace  march  in  the  very 
next  evening.  She  knew  that  she  had  touched,  though  she  had 
not  changed,  his  heart. 

He  began  abruptly,  with 

"  Suppose  a  man  could  bring  his  mind  to  get  married  on  his 
poverty,  where  is  he  to  find  a  girl  willing  to  share  it  with  him  1 " 

"  A  good  wife  is  from  the  Lord,"  she  returned. 

*  But  do  you  know  where  mine  is  1 "  he  persisted.  "  If  I  am  ev- 
er to  marry,  of  course  there  is  somebody  in  the  world  waiting  for 
me — Now  where  is  she  ?   Who  is  she  ?  " 

"  If  I  knew  I  would  not  tell  you.  I  hate  match-makers.  Ton 
might  as  well  ask  me,  where  are  my  clients  1  Who  are  they  ?  And 
I  should  reply,  wait  till  they  come  to  you  and  you  will  see  and 
know." 

"  All  I  have  to  do  then  is  to  be  ready  for  her  when  she  comes  i 
Really,  I  begin  to  feel  quite  curious." 

"  Teg,  to  be  ready,"  said  Aunt  Jane  emphatically.  "  For  if  you 
are  not,  an  angel  might  come  to  you  and  go  away  unrecognized." 

"But  ready  how t" 

"In  moral  worth  and  purity,  Horace."  And  after  a  pause,  she 
added: 

"  If  I  were  talking  to  some  men  I  should  say :  Ask  God  to 
make  you  fit  for  her  when  she  comes,  and  then  to  send  her." 

"But  why  not  to  me  t "  he  asked  with  a  comical  look. 

"  Because  I  know  you  would'nt  do  it.  You  feel  perfectly  capable 
of  choosing  for  yourself,  and  besides,  you  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
taking  counsel  of  Him  in  worldly  matters." 

"  That* s  true,  though  how  you  found  it  out  I  can't  venture  to 
guess.  You  have  the  oddest  faculty  of  seeing  through  a  man.  I 
shonld'nt  wonder  if  you  knew  just  what  I  am  thinking  of  at  this 
moment  1 " 

"  Very  well,"  she  said  quietly,  "you  are  thinking  how  you  can 
get  away  gracefully  from  what  you  fear  is  an  impending  sermon." 

The  blood  flew  into  his  face ;  he  started  up  quickly,  and  cried  : 

"  I  beg  to  go  before  you  read  any  more  of  my  thoughts.  You 
are  next  door  to  a  witch." 

"  I  wish  I  could  stay  away,"  he  thought,  as  he  ran  down  the 
steps.  "  Shell  get  round  me  somehow,  till  she  gets  me  into  some 
dismal  little  hole  with  one  of  her  pious  little  girls,  and  then  I  shall 
have  to  black  my  own  boots,  and  go  to  market  and  buy  cheap 
pieces  of  meat  which  will  be  cooked  horribly  by  a  slip-shod  maid, 
and'  I  shall  lead  about  as  prosaic  a  life  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive 
of." 

But  when  he  reached  his  room  he  could  not  help  confessing  that 
that  looked  prosaic,  too.  It  had  once  been  handsomely  furnished, 
but  everything  had  now  a  shabby-genteel  aspect;  and  worst  of  all> 
there  was  nobody  there  to  run  to  meet  and  welcome  him.  He  felt 
unusually  out  of  sorts,  and  wondered  what  ailed  him,  but  on  the 
whole  laid  the  blame  on  Aunt  Jane,  whom  he  determined  not  to 
go  to  see  again  since  she  had  such  a  knack  at  unsettling  him. 
This  turned  out  to  be  an  easily  kept  resolution,  for  the  next  he 
heard  of  her  was  that  she  was  very  ill.  He  did  not  see  her  again 
that  winter,  and  early  in  the  spring  she  went  away  to  her  coun- 
try-seat and  spent  a  long  summer  there. 

Meanwhile  everybody,  young  and  old,  had  been  aroused  and 
shaken  by  the  civil  war  that  sprang  up  as  in  a  night,  but  should 
not  cease  till  it  had  devoured  in  its  cruel  jaws,  thousands  of 
youthful  lives  and  leave  behind  it  thousands  of  broken  hearts. 

Horace  Wheeler  was  one  of  the  first  to  volunteer  to  go  to  the 
defence  of  his  country.  The  true  man  in  him,  hitherto  buried 
away  under  much  rubbish,  now  came  bravely  forth  into  the 
light. 


"  Few  could  go,  so  well  as  I,"  he  said  to  Aunt  Jane,  when  he 
went  to  take  leave  of  her.  I  have  no  mother  or  sister  to  weep  for 
me  if  I  fall,  and  I  have  my  lather's  full  consent  and  blessing.  It 
is  true  I  am  his  only  son,  but  then  I  hav'nt  been  of  much  comfort 
to  him,  and  we  have  lived  apart  so  long  that  it  could  not  make 
much  difference  to  him,  either  way.  However,  I  expect  to  come 
back  strong  in  life  and  limb." 
"  And  suppose  you  do  not  f  What  then  ?  "  she  asked  tearfully. 
"  Why  then  I  make  you  my  heir  I "  he  returned  gaily,  "  and  you 
will  come  into  possession  of  all  my  law-books." 

"  Let  us  be  serious  in  these  last  moments,"  she  said.  "  I  take 
a  mother's  place  to  you,  in  a  certain  sense,  and  if  you  never  come 
back,  if  we  never  meet  again  in  this  world,  where  shall  I'look  for 
you  in  the  next,  dear  Horace  1 " 

"  In  such  a  remote  corner  of  heaven  that  you  never  will  take  the 
trouble  to  search  me  out,"  he  replied.  "  Dear  Aunt  Jane  if  I  ever 
get  there  at  all  it  will  be  through  your  own  and  my  father's 
prayers,  and  not  from  any  goodness  of  mine.  You  two  have  found 
more  fault  with  me  than  anybody  else  in  the  world ;  it  happens 
to  be  your  very  peculiar  way  of  showing  your  love ;  but  you  pray 
for  me  far  more  than  I  deserve — and  I'm  no't  going  away  quite  as 
thoughtless  as  you  fancy." 

This  was  the  very  most  she  could  get  out  of  him,  and  he  rushed 
off  as  if  ashamed  and  frightened  that  he  had  said  so  much. 

So  the  great  tide  swept  him  away,  and  with  him  many  and  many 
a  young  husband,  an  idolized  son,  an  only  brother.  And  there 
were  no  wounds  on  the  battle-field  so  ghastly  as  those  that  hewed 
down  the  hearts  which  bade  them  God-speed,  and  to  this  day  there 
are  no  scars  like  those  that  many  a  woman  is  now  patiently  con- 
cealing. The  havoc  of  life  and  limb  caused  by  war  is  indeed  fear- 
ful But  what  of  the  havoc  of  human  affections ;  what  of  the  sus- 
pense, the  sleeplessness,  the  unwritten  anguish  that  turned  many 
a  sweet,  peaceful  home  into  a  battle-field  whose  conquests  and 
whose  defeats  were  witnessed  by  no  mortal  eye. 

The  few  friends  Horace  left  at  home,  watched  anxiously  for 
news  from  him,  and  he  wrote  occasional  letters,  brief,  sharp 
and  unsatisfactory.  But  he  was  distinguishing  himself,  and  win- 
ning laurels,  and  when  he  came  forth  from  battle  after  battle  un- 
harmed, he  began  to  think  that  he  bore  a  charmed  life.  He  had 
entered  intelligently  upon  this  sphere  of  action ;  he  was  not  fight- 
ing for  his  country  and  enduring  the  privations  of  camp-life  under 
a  mere  impulse,  but  from  a  high  and  sacred  purpose  such  aa  in- 
spired many  another  soul,  and  armed  many  another  right  band. 

News-boys  were  crying  papers  all  abeut  the  streets,  and  Aunt 
Jane,  sitting  alpne,  and  lost  in  thought,  at  last  heard  the  sounds. 
She  rang  for  a  servant.  "  What  are  they  crying,  to  night  f  she 
asked  as  he  entered. 

"  There  has  been  an  awful  battle,"  he  answered,  "  I've  got  the 
paper,  and  Jim's  one  of  'em ;  mowed  right  down,  and  killed  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye  ;  see,  here  it  is  in  the  paper ;  there's  no  mis- 
take about  it.  And  I  hope  you  won't  take  it  unkindly  ma'am,  but 
I'm  going  to  fill  his  place." 

"  I  am  shocked  and  grieved  at  this  news,"  she  said, "  and  Robert, 
you  are  not  strong  as  Jim  was.  Is  it  wise  in  you  to  go  1 " 

"I  dont  know  whether  it  is  or  not,  but  I  promised  him  that  if 
he  was  killed  I'd  just  go  and  fill  his  place.  Them  was  his  last 
words  before  he  went ;  '  Fill  up  the  places  as  fast  as  they're  empty.' 
And  besides,  I  could'nt  settle  down  quiet,  now  Jim's  gone.  He  was 
all  I  had."  And  the  poor  fellow  broke  down,  and  retreated,  leaving 
the  paper  behind  him. 
Almost  the  first  words  her  eyes  fell  upon  were  these ; 
"  Captain  Wheeler  of  the  New  York  82d,  missing."  She  had  not 
heard  of  Horace's  promotion,  and  at  first  hoped  this  might  not  be 
he.  But  a  little  reflection  showed  her  that  it  was.  She  felt  sick  and 
faint  for  a  moment,  for  what  horrors  might  not  this  word  "  Missing  " 
conceal  t  And  then  she  began  to  pray  for  him,  mightily — no  other 
word  can  do  justice  to  the  strength  with  which  this  woman  laid 
hold  on  the  Divine  promises.  She  asked  that  if  he  lay  wounded 
and  over-looked  upon  the  battle-field,  aid  might  speedily  be  sent 
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him ;  if  taken  captive  that  he  might  be  rescued,  and  spared  the 
wasting  terrors  of  imprisonment.  And  then  she  waited  patiently 
to  see  what  God  would  do,  and  this  is  what  she  afterwards  heard 
He  did. 

The  battle  had  been  a  terrible  one,  and  Horace,  at  the  head  of 
his  company  had  been  in  the  heart  of  it  all  day ;  one  of  the  most 
terrible  and  one  of  the  most  decisive  days  of  the  whole  war.  And 
while  Aunt  Jane  was  kneeling  before  God,  pleading  for  his  safety 
as  if  he  had  been  her  own  son,  he  lay  wounded  upon  the  field 
where  he  had  fallen  nearly  twenty-four  hours  before.  Who  can 
tell  the  horrors  of  those  hours  ?  Or  how  many  lives  he  lived,  how 
many  deaths  he  died  in  them  ?  At  first  his  bodily  sufferings  be- 
numbed his  faculties ;  then  they  became  absorbed  in  the  eager  hope 
of  rescue  ;  and  when  that  hope  gradually  died  out,  and  he  knew 
that  he  must  die  there  in  all  the  flush  of  his  strength  and  manhood, 
and  die  alone,  a  horror  of  groat  darkness  fell  upon  him.  He  almost 
lost  the  sense  of  pain  as  the  questions  forced  itself  upon  him,  "  Am 
.  I  ready  to  die  ?  How  do  I  know  that  I  ever  made  my  peace  with 
God  ?  What  has  there  been  in  my  life  to  prove  it  1 "  And  a  dis- 
mal answer  came  back  to  him,  declaring  that  it  was  now  too  late 
to  decide  such  momentous  questions ;  too  late  t  too  late !  And  then 
he  gave  himself  up  to  the  fever  and  the  pain  and  the  exhaustion 
that  claimed  him  as  their  own,  and  resigned  himself  to  his  fate* 

"  Come  this  way  chaplain,  here  are  half  a  dozen  still  living," 
said  a  voice  near  him.  "  Oh,  chaplain,  save  me,  save  me  1 "  cried  a 
boyish  voice,  close  at  Horace's  ear.  The  chaplain  stooped  over  the 
youthful  figure  and  let  the  light  of  his  lantern  fall  upon  the  face 
already  becoming  rigid  in  death  His  lip  trembled,  as  he  replied, 
"  My  poor  boy  it  is  too  late.  I  can  only  take  away  those  for  whom 
there  is  yet  hope.  God  bless  and  stand  by  you  to  the  last  I "  he  ad- 
ded as  he  turned  from  him  to  Horace  and  examined  his  wound. 

"  I  think  this  poor  fellow  may  pull  through,"  he  said.  "  Take 
hold  gently  Barnes,  gently  now,  once  safely  in  the  ambulance  we 
will  do  something  for  his  immediate  relief." 

Horace  felt  himself  lifted  and  it  caused  him  such  an  agony  of 
pain  that  he  wished  they  had  passed  him  by. 

"  Leave  me  to  die,"  he  said,  faintly.  "  I  have  no  mother,  no  wife 
to  lament  me,  and  hundreds  of  these  poor  fellows  have." 

"  We  will  save  you,  if  we  can,  to  gain  in  the  future  what  you, 
have  not  had  in  the  past,"  was  the  cheerful  answer.  And  then, 
amid  untold  anguish,  Horace  was  jolted  in  a  crowded  ambulance 
over  a  rough  road,  to  the  hospital ;  that  is  to  say  to  a  church  im- 
provised for  the  time  for  that  purpose.  When  his  turn  came,  he 
was  stretched  upon  the  sacramental  table,  (he  remembered  it  after- 
wards with  a  sort  of  pleasure),  and  a  surgeon  clad  in  an  apron  hast 
ily  torn  from  the  pulpit  curtain,  amputated  the  limb  that  had  been 
mangled  and  crushed  and  neglected  till  it  was  past  cure.  He  cared 
little  what  they  did  with  him ;  as  far  as  he  had  any  thoughts  about 
it  at  all,  he  fancied  that  the  loss  of  a  limb  was  a  small  affair,  and 
wondered  at  himself  that  he  was  so  indifferent  about  it. 


But  as  the  days  of  convalescence  approached,  indifference  gave 
place  to  insupportable  anguish;  he  said  to  himself  that  death 
would  have  been  a  thousand  times  better.  And  then  he  yearned 
for  his  mother  as  he  had  never  done  since  the  first  weeks  after  her 
death ;  he  wanted  to  weep  away  his  despair  on  a  woman's  breast, 
instead  of  hiding  it  in  the  pew  where  he  lay  alone. 

"Have  you  no  friends,  Captain  Wheeler  1 "  asked  the  chaplain, 
one  day,  "  no  one  to  whom  you  could  wish  me  to  write  t " 

"  Tes,  I  have  two,"  he  answered,  bitterly.  "  My  father  ought  to 
hear,  I  suppose,  and  there  is  a  friend  of  my  mother's  who  would 
like  a  line,  perhaps." 

Four  days  later,  when  he  had  been  removed  to  more  comforta- 
ble quarters,  there  come  to  his  bedside  a  grey-haired,  bright-eyed 
woman ;  and  »  wounded  comrade,  looking  enviously  on,  said  to 
the  chaplain,  who  sat  writing  by  his  side : 

"The  Captain's  mother  has  come  to  nurse  him,  and  they  have 
both  been  crying,  and  hugging,  and  kissing  enough  to  kill  a 
fellow  who  ha  nt  got  any." 


"  I  had  the  impression  that  he  had  no  mother,"  replied  the  chap- 
lain, musingly ;  "  but  it  seems  I  was  mistaken." 
"  Oh  Aunt  Jane  1"  said  Horace,  "  what  made  you  come  1" 
"  I  came  because  I  came,"  she  said,  smiling  through  her  tears. 
"  And  now  you  must  forget  thot  I  am  not  your  very  mother ;  I 
might  have  had  my  boy  lying  here  wounded  in  your  place  if  God 
had  not  wanted  him  for  some  other  purpose,  and  taken  him  from 
me  long  years  ago." 

And  then  his  father  came,  and  for  the  first  time  within  his  re- 
membrance, Horace  felt  that  here  was  a  heart  that  loved  him. 

Those  were  wonderful  days  in  the  hospital.  He  did  not  now 
repel  the  wise,  christian  words  spoken  to  him  by  the  two  who 
watched  beside  him;  this  world  was  forever  changed  for  him> 
and  he  was  thankful  to  have  his  thoughts  turned  from  it.  A  great 
deal  of  the  time  he  was  as  docile  as  a  little  child  drinking  in  the 
teachings  his  soul  craved  as  if  he  sat  really  at  his  mother's  knee ; 
at  other  times  the  sense  of  what  had  befallen  him  would  come  in 
upon  him  in  such  great  waves  of  distress  that  his  two  watchers 
could  only  weep  with  him. 

"Death  would  have  been  so  much  better,  so  much  better  1"  he 
would  cry  at  such  times ;  and  then  the  tide,  which  can't  be  al- 
ways coming  in,  thanks  be  to  God,  would  flow  back,  leaving  a 
shore  behind  it  on  which  the  form  of  His  Son  might  be  almost 
visibly  seen  walking. 

As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  move  him,  they  took  him  home  ; 
that  is,  they  took  him  to  Aunt  Jane's  home,  and  the  sorrowful- 
looking  father  returned  to  his  more  distant  one.  As  he  took  leave> 
he  uttered  these  parting '  words,  with  a  tenderness  that  was  the 
offspring  of  a  remarkable  union  to  Him  who  spake  them : 

"  It  is  better  for  thee  to  enter  into  life  halt  or  mained,  my  son." 

"Tes,  it  is  better  I"  said  Horace. 

And  so  he  had  had  his  baptism  of  fire,  and  had  come  out  of  it 
another  man. 

They  had  many  pleasant  talks  together  after  this,  he  and  Aunt 
Jane,  and  she  reminded  hini  of  the  sympathy  Jesus  showed  when 
on  earth,  for  the  "  mained,"  how  often  He  healed  them,  what  com- 
forting words  he  spake  te  them,  and  how  He  charged  His  disciples 
to  remember  them  especially,  when  they  mode  their  feasts. 

"  Tes,  I  had  thought  of  it,"  he  said,  "  and  it  has  been  a  source 
of  unspeakable  consolation.  The  time  has  been  when  I  should 
have  scorned  to  go  to  a  feast  as  an  object  of  pity,  but  now  I  long 
for  human  sympathy." 

But  with  all  the  sympathy  he  received,  and  it  was  not  a  littlo> 
he  had  to  have  his  dark  and  sorrowful  days ;  yes,  there  were  times 
when  "  neither  sun  nor  stars  in  many  days  appeared,"  and  no  man 
came  unto  him,  for  he  would  let  no  one  come. 

But  at  last  he  emerged  from  this  great  tribulation  into  the  light. 

'  I  am  at  peace  now,  Annt  Jane,"  he  said.  "  I  have  done  fight, 
ing  with  the  Lord,  and  have  put  myself,  just  as  I  am,  maimed  and 
halt,  into  His  hands.  I  could  not  have  believed  they  wore  such 
tender  hands  I" 

There  was  one  source  of  pain  connected  with  his  loss,  of  which 
he  never  spoke.  But  he  hod  assumed,  almost  at  the  outset,  that 
he  never  could  marry.  He  fancied  he  should  never  have  the  face 
to  ask  a  woman  to  limp  through  life  with  him ;  and  yet  there 
never  was  a  time  when  he  so  longed  for  the  home  and  the  wife 
Aunt  Jane  had  often  pictured  to  him.  His  worldly  ambition  was 
gone  now  ;  if  there  was  only  somebody  who  was  patriotic  and  un- 
selfish enough  toj&ke  him,  just  as  he  was,  he  would  marry,  and 
have  his  own  fireside,  and  gather  about  it  those  who  had  rallied 
round  him  in  his  sore  straits,  and  such  waife  as  were  floating  about 
as  he  had  done. 

In  due  time  he  was  established  once  more  in  a  boarding-house, 
an  artificial  limb  partially  supplied  the  loss  of  his  own,  and  he  re- 
opened his  office  under  favorable  circumstances.  The  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  opened  its  arms  to  him ;  he  became  inter- 
ested in  the  once  despised  Mission  School,  and  once  or  twice  his 
voice  was  heard  at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  which  he  never  used 
to  attend.  He  felt,  at  times,  that  he  had  gained  through  loss ; 
that  he  was  a  happier,  better  man ;  and  yet  a  voice  often  whispered 
in  his  ear,  that  next  to  the  love  of  God  he  needed  the  love  of  a 
Christian  woman. 


(To  be  continued) 
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A  NEW  OFFER  TO  CANVASSERS. 

To  aid  onr  friends  in  securing  canvassers  for  the  Monthly, 
we  add  to  the.  offer,  already  made,  of  1 0  cents  for  each  subscrip- 
tion of  $1.00,  and  of  13  cents  for  each  subscription  of  $1.12 
the  following : 

The  Canvasser  securing 

66  SUBSCRIBERS, 
will  receive  in  addition  to  his  commission  on  the  first  fifty, — 
the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  five  subscribers,  *.  «.,  $5.00. 
or  in  case  the  subscribers  are  in  New  York  City  or  Canada, 
$5.60. 
The  Canvasser  securing 

90  SUBSCRIBERS, 
will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  regular  commission  on  the  first 
-  80, — the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  ten  subscribers,  i.  «., 
$10.00  or  in  case  the  subscribers  are  in  New  Tork  City  or  Can- 
ada, $11.20. 
The  Canvasser  securing. 

116  SUBSCRIBERS, 
will  receive  in  addition  to  the  regular  commission  on  the  first 
100,  the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  fifteen  subscribers,  ».  «., 
$15.00  or  $16.80. 
The  Canvasser  securing 

175  SUBSCRIBERS, 
will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  regular  commission  on  the 
first  150,  the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  25  subscribers,  i  «., 

$25.00  or  $28.00. 
The  Canvasser  securing 

240  SUBSCRIBERS, 
will  receive  in  addition  to  the  regular  commission  on  the  first 
200,  the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  40,  *'.  «.,  $40.00  or  $44.80. 
The  Canvasser  securing 

620  SUBSCRIBERS, 
will  receive  in  addition  to  the  regular  commission  on  the  first 
600,  the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  120  subscribers,  i.  «., 
$120.00  or  $134.40. 

In  making  these  offers  to  canvassers,  we  would  again  ur- 
gently call  the  attention  of  the  brethren  throughout  the  country 
to  the  work  of  putting  the  Monthly  into  more  general  circula- 
tion. Such  offers,  however  advantageous,  must  be  accompanied 
by  effort  on  the  part  of  our  friends  to  secure  the  right  kind  of 
persons  for  the  work.  Thus  seconded  we  may  hope  confidently 
for  a  subscription  list  that  will  make  this  paper  a  permanent 
aid  to  the  Association  work  throughont  the  continent. 


OUR  ASSOCIATION  WORK. 

Religion,  or  the  restoration  of  man  to  the  favor  of  his  Mak- 
er, is  the  same  in  all  ages  and  under  all  circumstances  Sin,  or 
disobedience  to  God  is  always  the  same ;  whether  occurring  in 
the  garden  of  Eden  or  while  carrying  the  bag  in  the  presence 
of  Christ.  But  the  development  of  religion  in  man's  daily  life 
varies  not  only  with  his  growth  in  grace,  and  often  indeed  with 
his  physical  moods,  but  also,  with  the  times  and  circumstances 
amid  which  God  has  called  him  into  being.  Every  age  has  a 
different  work  for  the  follower  of  Christ.  At  one  time  that 
work  is  to  hide  the  Bible  in  a  dead  language  in  buried  clois- 
ters, to  chain  it  to  stone  pillars,  where  it  may  be  perceived 
through  all  the  ignorance  of  the  dark  ages,  in  a  succeeding 
generation,  a  Luther  is  called  of  God  to  translate  it  into  a  liv- 
ing tongue  while  it  is  reserved  for  a  third  era  to  render  the 
Divine  word  into  every  living  language,  and  to  carry  it  to  ev- 
ery family. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  century,  God  set  before  His  children 
the  establishment  of  Foreign  Missions  and  Sabbath  schools.  A 
generation  later,  He  inaugurated  colportage.  To-day  Chris- 
tian activity,  under  His  guiding  hand,  is  planting  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  wherever  there  is  a  community  of 
churches.  Some  ninety  thousand  young  Christians, — and  all 
strong  because  they  are  young, — have  entered  on  this  work 
To  them,  this  is  the  latest  development  of  Christian  effort,  the 
form  in  which  the  Master  is  specially  calling  them  to  labor. 
Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  young  men  of  London  established 
their  first  Association.  For  about  fifteen  years  the  organization 
has  existed  in  this  country;  but  only  during  the  last  few  years 
has  it  grown  with  great  rapidity.  Is  its  record  a  testimony 
that  the  head  of  the  church  has  called  it  into  being  as  one  of 
His  agencies  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom  ? 

1.  The  very  foundation  of  an  Association  is  a  fulfilment 
of  that  desire  of  our  Lord,  that  we  all  should  be  one,  as  He  and 
the  Father  are  one.  We  come  together  from  each  evangelical 
church  into  the  common  brotherhood  of  Christ.  Our  active 
membership  is  based  on  the  idea  that  all  who  love  the  Lord 
Jesus,  are  enrolled  in  these  churches,  church  membership  being 
taken  as  prima  faeU  evidence  of  fitness  to  join  us.  We  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  first  duty  of  the  Christian  is  to  the  indi- 
vidual church ;  but  that  when  all  her  claims  are  satisfied  there 
remains  a  great  work  to  be  done,  which  can  only  be  accom- 
plished by  united  effort. 

2.  The  special  design  of  these  Associations  is  the  formation 
and  development  of  Christian  activity  in  local  usefulness — 
caring  for  young  men  and  securing  them  employment ;  and  also 
in  aggressive  effort  in  Sabbath-schools,  preaching,  mission 
schools,  prayer  meetings,  open  air  meetings,  visitation  of  the 
poor  and  sick,  and  in  circulating  a  religious  literature.  It  is 
part  of  our  experience  that  the  activity  thus  engendered  iir  be- 
half of  others  has  always  returned  to  bless  the  actors  in  a  more 
fruitful  love  to  Him  who  is  represented  by  the  poor,  the  sick, 
and  those  in  prison. 

8.  The  work  of  the  Association  cannot  be  done  by  the  sepa- 
rate church.  Providing  a  recognized  center  for  all  Christian 
activities,  the  Association  enters  upon  fields  of  labor  to  which 
the  single  church  is  unequal.  Then  too  the  earnest  piety  of  one 
Christian  workman  by  its  sympathetic  nature  provokes  to  love 
and  good  works  the  slower  piety  of  many  of  different  church 
relations.  Hardly  a  church  in  the  land  has  eight  such  young 
men  as  a  New  England  Association  sent  out,  all  endowed  with 
good  voices  and  with  a  willingness  to  labor  anywhere  thst  led 
them  day  after  day  into  places  of  festivity,  with  song  and  prayer 
and  'speech.     No  one  church  in  Washington,  is  so  strong  that 
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for  three  months  its  members  could  meet  every  evening  at  a 
street  corner  in  the  open  air  and  there  inaugurate  a  revival  that 
should  add  one  hundred  and  eighty  members  to  the  several 
churches ;  not  until  after  the  formation  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  did  open 
air  preaching  and  rural  prayer  meetings  and  other  manifesta- 
tions of  Christian  work  become  general.  In  two  or  three-  of 
onr  largest  cities,  daily  prayer  meetings  antedated  the  forma- 
tion of  Associations.  But  it  remained  for  these  organizations 
to  spread  them  broadcast  in  every  city  of  any  size  through- 
out the  land. 

4.  In  most  of  our  Christian  work,  the  benevolence  of  the 
re  any  has  supported  the  active  piety  of  the  few,  duty  being  dis- 
charged by  proxy.  The  characteristic  of  the  Association  work 
is  the  direction  of  individual  activity  without  cost  of  agency  or 
loss  in  transmission  against  the  sin  prevalent  all  around  us;  and 
this  too  by  those  who  do  no  less  than  others  in  the  way  of 
contributions. 

5.  The  Association  building  presents  a  local  center  for  all 
Christian  affection.  We  love  to  go  round  about  the  walls  of  the 
Zion  where  we  worship ;  its  very  stones  have  a  value  in  our 
eyes  above  all  other  crumbling  materials.  And  so  we  love  to 
contemplate  that,  locality  where  Christians  of  all  denomina- 
tions meet  in  the  unity  of  the  whole  church  for  religious  pur- 
poses. Its  walls  re-echo  with  the  prayers  and  songs  of  those 
who  unite  only  here.  Here  the  prayers  of  all  Christians  are 
asked,  for  those  who  desire  to  enter  upon  a  religious  life.  Here 
is  to  be  found  a  literature,  without  money  and  without  price, 
for  all  who  seek  to  quench  at  pure  fountains  their  mental  or 
spiritual  thirst.  Here  is  occupation  for  every  lonely  hour.  The 
most  recent  comer  into  the  crowded  city,  knows  where  he  may 
find  amusement  and  occupation  that  leave  no  sting  behind ; 
and  how  many  praying  parents  know  it  too. 

6.  This  unity  takes  away  the  nominal  reproach  of  Protestant, 
ism — the  divisions  in  the  church.  This  common  center  of 
evangelical  Christianity  is  exactly  adapted  to  encounter  the 
hierarchical  spirit,  which  is  one  in  all  its  aims  and  tendencies. 
Bach  Association  is  to  the  loved  churches  what  the  Evangeli- 
cal alliance  is  to  the  Christian  church.  It  centralises  and  directs 
the  activities  and  energies  which,  without  its  guiding  hand, 
would  be  wasted  in  desultory  action. 

7.  These  Associations  are  the  handmaidens  of  the  churches, 
bringing  to  them  all  their  converts.  The  souls  led  to  Christ 
through  their. instrumentality  are  subsequently  brought  to  the 
altar  of  some  church.  All  increase  of  activity,  of  generosity, 
of  prayer,  has  resulted  to  the  benefit  of  that  church  of  which 
the  individual  is  a  member. 

8.  The  central  idea  of  these  Associations  is  one  and  the  same 
at  all  times  and  all  places ;  for  their  cornerstone  is  the  rock 
Christ  Jesus.  But  their  work  varies  fulfilling  the  Pauline  idea 
of  being  all  things  to  all  men.  It  is  mainly  a  work  of  peace ; 
yet  in  times  of  war  the  young  men  can  organize  a  Christian 
commission  that  shall  shed  the  love  and  light  of  Christianity 
over  all  the  horrors  of  the  battlefield.  If  all  the  Christian  As- 
sociations in  existence  in  1801,  had  done  no  other  work  that 
year  than  the  promotion  of  the  Christian  Commission,  the  good 
thus  affected  would  have  justified  all  that  has  ever  been  claimed 
for  them. 

9.  A  sanctified  soul  is  one  of  the  loveliest  objects  of  contem- 
plation this  side  of  Heaven  ;  it  is  no  wonder  that  angels  who 
stand  in  the  presence  of  God,  rejoice  over  "the  conversion  of  a 
sinner.  A  Christian  family  assembled  around  a  throne  of  grace 
with  a  common  prayer  to  our  Father  in  Heaven,  centralizes 
those  individual  Christians  into  a  group  on  which  God  delights 
to  shed  His  blessing.  The  church  of  Christ,  a  collection  of 
Christian  families  meeting  together  for  praise  and  prayer  on  $ 


day  that  God  has  Himself  appointed  for  worship,  exceeds  in  ■ 
spiritual  beauty  the  several  families  that  compose  it.  Is  it  a 
less  beautiful  sight,  when  the  denominational  robe  is  laid  aside 
and  all  who  love  our  Lord  and  Saviour  meet  to  pray  and 
praise  ?  It  is  this  church  of  Christ  as  a  whole  that  Isaiah  fore- 
saw and  David  sang;  for  which  Peter  and  John  and  Paul 
suffered;  for  which  Christ  died.  And  it  has  because  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  one  representative  of 
the  whole  church,  the  embodiment  of  much  of  its  spiritual  ac- 
tivity, the  centralization  of  its  energy  and  aggressive  force,  that 
it  has  acquired  so  strong  a  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
church.  God's  blessings  is  upon  its  past,  brief  as  that  past 
has  been.  May  His  gracious  blessing  rest  upon  it  in  all  its 
future 


THE  NEXT  CONVENTION. 

The  next  General  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  will  be 
held'the  22d,  23d,  24th  and  25th  days  of  next  June. 

We  call  the  attention  of  all  the  Associations  to  this  most  im- 
portant appointment  of  the  year,  made  by  your  Executive  Com- 
mittee thus  early,  in  order  that  the  brethren  in  all  parts  of  the 
continent  may  be  aware  of  the  event  in  season  to  make  their 
arrangements  to  be  represented  in  the  Convention,  Let  us  hope 
and  earnestly  pray  that  by  the  blessing  of  God  this  gathering 
not  only  in  respect  of  the  numbers  representing  and  represent- 
ed, but  also  in  the  experience  of  the  Master  s  presence  and  the 
beneficent  results  attending  shall  prove  unprecedented  in  our 
history. 

The  World's  Conference  op  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. — The  General 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the 
world  will  be  held  at  Amsterdam,  Holland,  next  August.  Such 
members  of  our  American  Associations  as  are  intending  to  visit 
Europe  the  coming  summer,  and  who  would  be  able  to  attend 
this  convention  in  Amsterdam,  are  requested  to  communicate 
with  our  Executive  Committee,  in  this  city.  It  is  very  important 
that  the  Associations  on  this  Continent  be  represented  by 
delegates  at  this  World's  Conference. 

Day  of  Prayer  in  Canada. — A  circular  has  been  issued  as 
we  mention  in  another  column  by  tbe  brethren  in  Montreal,  re- 
questing that  Saturday  evening,  April  2d,  be  observed  by  the 
Associations  in  Canada  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  God's 
blessing  on  their  work.  Our  correspondent  adds  a  request,  to 
which  all  will  cordially  respond,  that  the  brethren  in  this  coun- 
try aid  by  their  prayers  in  securing  this  blessing.  We  warm- 
ly and  earnestly  second  this  request,  and  trust  that  these  lines 
will  reach  many  of  our  brethren  all  over  the  land  in  time  for 
them  to  secure  the  privilege  of  taking  part  in  tbe  observance 
of  this  day  of  prayer. 


Good  otjt  of  Evil. — A  false  rumor  about  the  insecurity  ol 
the  Hall  of  the  new  Association  building  in  this  city,  gained 
some  currency  in  the  papers  a  few  weeks  ago.  It  very  happily 
gave  occasion  to  a  thorough  and  searching  examination  of  this 
beautiful  and  popular  edifice  by  the  Assistant  Superintendent 
of  public  buildings.  This  officer  was  aided  by  six  sub-inspec- 
tors and  they  unanimously  reported  that  the  building  is,  in  all 
respects  safe,  and  substantially  constructed. 

The  rumor  referred  to  arose  from  the  cracking  of  the  iron 
plate  at  the  base  of  one  of  the  columns  supporting  the  gallery. 
A  workman  had  oarelesly  placed  a  nail  beneath  the  plate,  and 
the  pressure  on  the  uneven  surface  occasioned  a  fracture  which 
was  not  of  a  serious  nature  and  was  easily  repaired, 
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OUR  DUTY  TO  THE  COUNTRY. 

To  be  true  patriots  is  as  much  a  Christian  duty  as  to  sup- 
port foreign  missions.  And  it  appears  to  be  admitted  generally 
by  non-politicians  that  there  is  need  of  Christian  patriotism 
at  the  present  crisis  of  our  history,  if  the  land  is  not  to  be 
given  over  as  a  prey  to  the  unprincipled.  That  Book,  in  which 
Nehemiah  and  Daniel  fill  so  honorable  a  place,  in  which  we 
find  the  Redeemer  weeping  over  Jerusalem  hastening  to  her 
doom,  rightly  read,  rebukes  the  present  apathy  of  Christian 
men  on  this  subject. 

The  hope  of  better  things  is  from  the  young  men.  We  want 
no  American  Hannibal  3  to  register  boyish  vows;  but  we  long 
to  see  intelligent,  highminded,  Christian  young  men,  address 
themselves  to  the  question — Can  I  do  anything  toward  a  less 
shameful  state  of  things?  They  may  possibly  reach  the  con- 
clusion that  tbey  singly,  could  do  little.  Well  then,  could  the 
young  men  of  the  country  unitedly  do  anything  ?  We  venture 
to  reply  that  unless  our  institutions  need  revisal  from  the 
bottom  upward — which  we  do  not  believe — they  can,  most 
assuredly.    Then  what ! 

1.  Learn  the  nature  of  our  Civic,  State  and  National 
Governments.  Begin  with  that  which  you  can  most  easily, 
reach.  It  is  discreditable  to  a  young  American  to  be  ignor- 
ant of  the  Constitution  of  his  own  land,  while  seeking  informa- 
tion regarding  the  Ancient  Republics  under  the  general 
denomination  of  "Culture."  Knowledge  is  power.  Ignorance 
is  weakness.  A  man  goes  into  a  public  meeting  and  tries  to 
carry  his  view.  Up  starts  a  fluent  demagogue,  who,  in  the 
dignified  language  of  legislation,  "knows  the  ropes,"  points 
out  a  weak  spot  in  his  case,  and  turns  the  tide  against  him — 
"  Pretty  fellow,  to  instruct  «*,  before  he  has  learned  the  A  B 
C  of  public  affairs!"  and  the  sensitive  and  gentlemanly  re- 
former is  laughed  at,  feels  that  he  has  made  himself  ridicu- 
lous, and  possibly  mentally  records  a  vow  to  pay  all  taxes  in 
future,  and.  ask  no  questions  for  shame's  sake.  This  is  illogi- 
cal, indolent,  cowardly,  ruinous.  The  just,  logical  and  manly 
course  would  be  to  master  the  question,  know  its  details,  be  able 
to  hold  one's  ground,  and  make  a  successful  battle  for  the  right. 

Is  there  any  nobler  study  of  its  kind  than  Statesmanship  ? 
Are  there  any  interests  of  the  kind  more  momentous  than  those 
which  are  being  sacrificed  daily  among  us  ?  Law  is  laughed 
at ;  judges  are  a  bye-word ;  murderers  sneer  at  the  gallows  as 
an  antiquarian  curiosity ;  and  justice  is  trampled  in  the  streets. 
The  greatest  national  interests  are  played  with  by  selfish 
schemers  who  can  lose  little  in  money,  and  nothing  in 
character,  and  we  are  laughed  at  among  nations  who  have  no 
special  love  to  our  institutions.  To  master  the  theory  and 
practice  of  government,  to  baffle  the  chicanery  of  ignorant 
tricksters — for  the  ignoranee  of  many  of  these  men  is  disgrace- 
ful and  degrading  to  the  places  they  occupy — to  compel  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  community  in  which  you  dwell, 
and  to  secure  a  public  administration  above  suspicion — this  were 
surely  an  object  worthy  of  the  ambition  of  our  young  men. 

2.  Communicate  your  views  and  your  knowledge  to  your 
associates.  Seek  to  inspire  them  with  a  genuine  public  spirit. 
Youth  is  generous,  chivalrous,  and  till  corrupted,  honest  in 
condemning  injustice  and  meanness.  Enlist  this  enthusiasm 
on  the  side  of  public  honesty.  Urge  the  need  of  thorough 
knowledge.  Educate ;  educate ;  educate  — not  only  in  the  th  ree 
R's. — Readin'  Ritin',  and  'Rithmetic,"  to  which  many  add  a 
fourth,  Roguery — but  in  the  more  advanced  knowledge  of 
managing,  and  controlling  men.  Do  not  say — "where  is  the 
use  ?  When  things  are  decided  by  counting  heads,  the  ignorant 
goes  for  as  much  as  the  intelligent."  It  is  not  so. '  One  com- 
petent head,  in  a  country  of  free  discussion,  and  where,  thank 


God,  the  bad  are  not  yet  the  majority,  counts  for  two,  for  ten, 
for  twenty  of  the  other  sort  whom1  it  can  influence  and  per- 
suade. In  all  civilized  lands,  trained,  educated  mind  rules, 
and  we  must  not  help  the  Devil  when  he  tells  his  dupes  that 
all  the  brain  is  on  his  aide,  and  that  only  soft-headed  simple- 
tons are  Christians. 

8.  Do  not  evade  any  public  duty  you  are  called  upon  to 
discharge.  It  may  be  disagreeable,  but  are  we  only  to  do 
things  that  are  agreeable?  Is  America  to  be  subdued  for 
truth,  in  kid  gloves  ?  Is  the  Augean  stable  of  public  corruption 
to  be  cleansed  with  lavender  water  ?  Do  not  shrink  from  the 
ballot-box.  Do  not  wink  hard  when  a  criminal  act  is  being 
done,  lest  you  should  have  to  give  evidence.  For,  incredible 
as  it  may  appear,  to  that  point  of  effeminacy  and  baseness  are 
we  rapidly  drifting.  Suppose  a  case  like  this.  In  a  public 
conveyance  a  scoundrel  coarsely  abuses  a  gentleman,  winding 
up  with  slapping  him  in  the  face.  The  stage  is  filled  with 
gentlemen,  yet  the  fellow  all  but  walks  off  with  impunity,  and 
they — who  will  toast  the  memory  of  the  heroic  Pilgrims  on 
Forefather's  day — well,  they  had  to  go  home  to  dinner  1  They 
should  have  held  by  that  rough  till  he  was  punished. 

A  jury  is  summoned  to  try  cases  of  great  public  importance. 
Respectable  men  are  put  on  it  But,  by  the  payment  of  a  few 
dollars,  they  shirk  the  duty,  which  then  falls  into  the  hands  of 
people  who  can  be  bought  also  for  a  few  dollars  in  another 
way ;  and  then  we  affect  to  deplore  the  miscarriage  of  justice. 
These  are  specimens  of  public  duties  which  we  have  no  right 
to  shirk.  If  high-minded  upright  men  of  assured  position 
and  unblemished  reputation,  will  make  conscience  of  these 
citizen  obligations,  at  no  distant  day  we  may  see  the  tide  turned; 
a  politician  instead  of  being  presumably  a  sharper,  will  be  pre- 
sumably an  intelligent  and  high-minded  man.  To  secure 
this,  is  most  proper  work  for  Christian  young  men. 


Tub  Association  within  the  Chubch.  A  correspondent 
asks:  "What  is  the  object  of  young  men's  societies  formed 
within  the  membership  of  individual  churches  ?" 

Beside  the  general  object  of  the  mutual  improvement,  spirit- 
ual, moral  and  intellectual,  of  their  members,  such  Associations 
aim  to  reach  and  influence  young  men,  who,  occasionally  or 
statedly  attend  the  church,  or  who  are  specially  drawn  to  it 
from  any  circumstance  of  education  or  experience.  If  the 
young  men  of  each  church  were  thus  on  the  alert,  the  province 
of  the  Union  Christian  Association  would  be  naturally  more 
restricted  to  that  far  larger  class  of  irreligious  you.ig  men  who, 
unattracted  by  any  church,  are  yet  willing  to  wander  into  the 
reading  room,  the  social  meetings,  the  lectures  or  other  gather- 
ings of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  so  to  come 
within  the  power  of  an  influence  that  draws  them  ultimately  to 
the  church. 


Trials  of  a  Post-man  in  India. — A  traveller  in  India  writes 
that  he  does  no\"  wonder  at  the  vehemence  of  the  Bengal  Post- 
master-General's appeal  to  the  Director  of  Public  Instructions  to 
Government  or  to  anybody  who  might  aid  him  in  persuading 
natives  to  make  the  outside  of  their  letters  a  little  less  tedious 
than  the  inside.  He  gives  a  number  of  specimens  from  which 
we  select  one.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  name  of  the  addressee 
sneaks  into  the  voluminous  salutation  as  it  were  by  implication 
"  Most   worshipful  and    whose   feet  are   worshipped  Father 

Thakur  with  prosperity. 
Noble  in  mind. 

This  letter  to  his  respected  pair  of  feet. 
This  letter  is  directed  from  Akna  in  Zillah  Hooghly  to  Ghuri, 
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Thanner  Kutvali,  Zillah  Nuddea,  to  tho  house  of  much  respect- 
ed Ramchanra  Das  of  the  above  named  place,  from  his  obliged 
son  Raghunath  Das." 

This  is  the  literal  translation  of  the  address,  all  of  which  was 
crowded  on  the  envelope. 


PAIRS  AND  THEIR  ABUSES. 

"  I  am  for  a  well  managed  fair  for  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations,"  wrote  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Boston  Association,  in  oar  February  number.  He  was  com- 
menting on  the  late  successful  fair  in  Boston,  and  in  using  the 
epithet  "  well  managed,"  refers  specially,  perhaps,  to  two  of 
the  roles  governing  that  exhibition ;  one  excluding  "  raffles  " 
or  "  lotteries  "  and  the  other  requiring  that  "  goods  bo  sold  at 
reasonable  prices." 

A  correspondent  writes  us,  earnestly  controverting  Mr.  Row- 
land's opinion,  and  urging  that  our  Associations  should  take 
advanced  ground  in  discouraging  fairs.  Though  unable  to 
print  the  article  entire,  we  cheerfully  summarize  the  views  of 
the  writer.  (1)  Fairs  during  their  preparation  and  progress,  he 
contends,  absorb  "the  time,  thought,  and  attention"  of  our 
"  best  workers  "  so  that  every  other  work  is  for  the'  time  sus- 
pended. (2)  Fairs  occasion  unhealthy  excitement,  late  hours, 
and  social  dissipation — all  of  which  thus*  get  the  endorsement 
of  the  Christian  public — while  generally,  gambling,  raffling,  and 
over  charging,  demoralize  buyer  and  seller.  The  pert  man- 
ners necessary  to  successful  selling,  are  certainly  not  a  ladylike 
accomplishment.  (3)  The  great  objection  is,  that  this  method 
of  raising  money  "  strikes  at  the  heart  of  true  charity  which  is 
giving  for  the  cause,  and  from  the  love  of  Christ,"  and  not,  as 
the  system  of  fairs  implies,  because  the  giver  is  to  receive  for 
the  gift  "  an  equivalent,  or  a  part  equivalent." 


DEATH  OP  DR.  McCLINTOCK. 

The  pulpit  and  scholarship  of  the  Christian  church  have  met 
with  a  severe  loss  in  the  recent  death  of  Rev.  John  McClintock. 
D.  D.  LL.  D.,  President  of  Drew  Theological  Seminary.  He 
stood  in  the  foremost  rank,  not  only  among  his  Methodist  breth- 
ren, but  among  the  preachers  and  learned  men  of  all  the  churches. 

Dr.  McClintock  died  at  Madison,  N.  J.,  March  4th,  in  the 
-  67th  year  of  his  age.  He  was,  in  turn,  a  travelling  preacher  of 
the  Methodist  church,  Professor  in  Dickinson  College,  editor  of 
the  Methodist  Quarterly  Review,  pastor  of  St.  Paul's  M.  E. 
Church  in  this  city,  President  of  Troy  University,  pastor,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  of  the  American  Chapel  in  Paris,  and  finally 
President,  since  its  foundation,  of  the  Drew  Theological  Semi- 
nary. To  all  the  posts  he  so  ably  filled,  he  brought  talents  of 
the  first  order  fully  consecrated  to  the  cause  and  service  of  the 
Master  he  loved.  Among  the  published  works  of  this  eminent 
man  are :  "Analysis  of  Watson's  Theological  Institute,"  "  Tem- 
poral Power  of  the  Pope,"  "  Sketches  of  Eminent  Methodist 
Ministers,"  and  "The  Biblical  and  Theological  Dictionary," 
which  he  has  prepared  in  connection  with  Dr.  Strong. 

Dr.  McClintock  wrote  frequently  and  effectively  for  the  press. 
He  was  one  of  the  earliest  friends  ot  this  paper,  writing  articles 
for  the  February  and  March  numbers.  Our  readers  will  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  able  and  instructive  pen. 


Ms.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and  Mr.  Geo. 
A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  started  on  the'  18th  for  a  tour  among 
Associations,  and  friends  of  Associations  in  the  South. 


"  The  Grace  of  God  in  the  heart  of  man,  is  a  tender  plant 
in  a  strange  ungenial  soil " — Leighton. 


ItltrtioiiB. 

"  God's  call  the  only  calling  is, 
Faith  is  worth  moire  than  cambric  bands 
And  love  than  laying  on  of  hands. 
The  man  of  fervor,  apt  to  teach, 

He  is  the  true  accepted  man, 
And  he  may  pray  and  he  may  preach. 

Though  Pope  may  curse  and  Bishop  ban, 
If  God  but  give  him  leave  to  toil 
He  needs  not  the  anointing  oil." 

Personal  appearance  of  Christ. — Rev.  William  Arthur 
remarks  that  men  who  loved  Christ  with  a  love  stronger  than 
death  wrote  his  life,  but  left  no  hint  of  height,  complexion,  fea- 
tures, or  of  any  point  that  could  help  the  mind  to  a  personal  image. 
Others  wrote  long  epistles,  of  which  he  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega ; 
but  his  form  was  as  much  kept  secret  as  the  body  of  Moses,  hidden 
by  t  he  Almighty  in  an  undiscovered  grave.  The  Christian  tombs 
and  relics  of  the  first  centuries  show  no  attempt  to  make  an  image 
of  Christ.  Too  deep  a  sense  of  the  Divine  rested  upon  the  early 
Church  to  permit  any  attempt  to  print  the  human  as  it  appeared 
in  him. 

Polish  Not  Piett.— There  is  a  variety  of  mineral  which  ex- 
hibits tianslucency  only  on  its  edges.  The  central  mass  is  dark, 
but  hold  the  specimen  to  the  light,and  light  is  transmitted  clearly 
through  the  thin  edges.  Marble  and  flint  are  examples.  Like  to 
these  is  the  man  who  has  been  brought  so  much  under  the  influ- 
ence of  Christianity  that  it  has  modified  his  external  conduct,  pro- 
duced some  regard  for  true  piety,  led  to  some  outward  reforma- 
tions, and  caused  him  to  adopt  some  of  the  forms  of  religion.  Yet 
the  darkness  of  unregeneracy  reigns  within ;  the  central  .mass  of 
character  has  never  been  permeated  by  the  subduing  and  remodel- 
ing power  of  divine  grace. — Professor  Hitchcock. 

Living  Union  with  Christ.— "Believers  are  knit  together  in 
Christ  as  their  head,  not  merely  as  a  civil  or  political  head  ruling 
them,  but  as  a  natural  head  enlivening  them,  giving  them  all  one 
life.  Men  in  other  societies,  though  well  ordered,  yet  are  but  as  a 
multitude  of  trees,  regularly  planted,  indeed,  but  each  hath  its 
own  root ;  but  the  faithful  are  ail  branches  of  one  root.  Their 
union  is  so  mysterious  that  it  is  compared  to  the  very  union  of 
Christ  with  his  Father,  as  it  is  indeed  the  product  of  it." — Leigh- 
ton. 

A  Morbid  Experience. — "  There  is  a  large  class  who  would 
confound  nature  and  grace.  These  are  chiefly  women.  They  sit 
at  home  nursing  themselves  over  a  fire,  and  trace  up  the  natural 
effects  of  solitude  and  want  of  air  and  exercise,  into  a  spiritual 
desertion.  There  is  more  pride  in  this  than  they  are  aware  of. 
They  are  unwilling  to  allow  so  simple  and  natural  a  cause  of  their 
feelings,  and  wish  to  find  something  in  the  thing  more  sublime." 
— Cecil. 

Trivial  Providences. — "  We  are  too  apt  to  forget  our  actual 
dependence  on  Providence  for  the  circumstances  of  every  instant. 
The  most  trivial  event  may  determine  our  state  in  the  world. 
Turning  up  one  street  instead  of  another,  may  bring  us  into  com- 
pany with  a  person  whom  we  should  not  otherwise  have  met ;  and 
this  may  lead  to  a  train  of  events  which  may  determine  the  hap- 
piness or  misery  of  our  lives." — Cecil. 

Jots  and  Cares. — Southey  says,  in  one  of  his  letters,  "I  have 
told  you  of  the  Spaniard  who  always  put  on  his  spectacles  when 
he  was  about  to  eat  cherries,  that  they  might  look  the  bigger  and 
more  tempting.  In  like  manner  I  make  the  most  of  my  enjoy 
ments,  and  though  I  do  not  cast  my  cares  away,  I  pack  them  in 
as  little  compass  as  I  can,  and  carry  them  as  conveniently  as  I 
can  for  myself,  and  never  let  them  annoy  others." 

"When  I  first  become  acquainted  with  a  man,I  bxmediately  ask, 
with  what  does  he  employ  himself  t  and  how?  and  with  what 
results  f  And  my  interest  in  him  is  forever  decided  by  the  an- 
swers  to  these  questions." — Qotthe. 
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A  Daily  Service. — From  an  examination  of  the  Biblical  and 
historical  testimony  to  the  observance  of  a  daily  religious  service, 
first  by  the  Jewish,  and  then  by  the  primitive  Christian  Church, 
the  late  Rev.  Stephen  Porter,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  in  his  volume  on 
"  A  Daily  Walk  with  God,"  argues  not  only  that  the  daily  prayer 
meeting  should  be  a  regular  appointment  of  the  churches,  but 
that,  in  connection  with  them,  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
-  per  should  be  administered  each  day.  The  Scriptural  and  histori- 
cal evidence  bearing  on  .this  subject  is  carefully  examined,  and  the 
demand  for  such  a  service,  at  the  present  time,  is  set  forth  with 
urgency.  There  is  another  kind  of  demonstration  of  the  need  of 
the  daily  prayer  meeting.which  the  brethren  in  many  of  our  Associ- 
ations are  making  by  actually  instituting  the  service.  Blessed  re- 
salts  follow.  All  who  are  interested  in  this  practical  exhibition 
of  the  subject  will  be  attracted  to  the  reading  of  Mr.  Porter's 
book,  and  to  the  examination  of  the  proofs  he  adduces  in  support 
of  his  position. 

Lamps,  Pitchers  and  Trumpets,  is  the  title  of  a  volume  of 
lectures  on  the  vocation  of  the  preacher,  by  Rev.  Edwin  Paxton 
of  Brighton,  England.  It  is  illustrated  by  biographical  anecdotes 
of  the  great  preachers  of  all  ages.  This  is  the  second  series  of  a 
book  which  appeared  under  the  same  title  discussing  preachers  I 
and  preaching  from  the  apostolic  age  to  the  present  time.  Both 
volumes  are  published  at  $1.75  each,  by  Dodd  &  Mead,  No.  762 
Broadway. 

Han  in  Genesis  and  in  Geology  contains  a  scholarly  ac- 
count of  the  Mosaic  and  scientific  stories  of  the  creation,  from  the 
pen  of  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.  Its  design  is  to 
illustrate  the  harmony  of  truth  in  the  words  and  works  of  God,  and 
the  book  is  fittingly  dedicated  to  Prof.  James  D.  Dana,  of  Tale 
College.    Published  at  $1  by  Samuel  R.  Wells. 

The  Second  Volume  of  Fatheb  Hyacinthe's  discourses,  is 
just  published  by  Putnam,  and  entitled  "The  Family  and  the 
Church."  The  editor  and  translator  of  the  work  is  Rev.  L.  W. 
Bacon,  of  Brooklyn.  The  introduction  to  the  discourses,  from  the 
pen  of  Mr.  John  Bigelow,  lately  our  Minister  to  France,  will  be 
■read  with  interest.  The  six  lectures  on  the  Family  were  delivered 
in  Notre  Dame,  in  1866  and  '67,  and  those  on  the  Church  in  the  same 
cathedral  two  years  later.  The  tine  catholicity  of  Father  Hya- 
cinthe  appears  in  the  following  sentence  concerning  the  Soul  of  the 
Church :  "  Whoever  has  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  not 
without  faith,  at  least  'implied  faith,'  whoever  has  the  great  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  its  great,  all-prevailing  charity — the  love  of  God 
and  one's  neighbor — whatever  may  be  his  involuntary  errors,  he 
belongs  to  the  Soul  of  the  Church." 

The  Wise  Men  ;  Who  They  Were,  and  how  they  came  to 
Jerusalem,  are  questions  instructively  discussed  in  a  small  volume 
of  245  pages,  by  Francis  W.  Upham,  LL.  D.,  of  Rutger's  Fe- 
male College.  The  conclusion  is  reached  "  that  from  the  people 
who  had  most  faithfully  kept  the  truth  revealed  to  the  fathers  of 
mankind,  from  an  order  of  sages  over  whom  Daniel  presided 
from  that  country  where  Esther  reigned  a  Queen,  came  the  wit- 
nesses of  the  nations  to  the  cradle  of  the  Lord."  The  book  is 
published  by  Sheldon  and  Company. 

Search  After  Truth,  a  revised  edition  of  which  has  lately 
been  published  by.  Putnam,  to  a  volume  specially  addressed  to 
young  men  by  its  author,  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Egleston.  It  to  the  result 
of  "  a  course  of  study  marked  out  for  instruction  as  well  as  recre- 
ation," and  pursued  "  outside  of  business  hours."  Treating,  first, 
of  Christian  Faith,  and  then  of  the  Christian  life  and  reward,  he 
aims  to  set  forth  the  claims  and  the  privileges  of  an  intelligent, 
manly  piety. 

A  Satire  on  oub  City  Government  has  been  spicily  done 
into  rhyme  under  the  title  of  the  "  Royal  Decrees  of  Scanderoon," 
which  holds  up  to  merited  mockery  and  contempt  the  scandalous 
iniquities  which  make  the  government  of  this  city  a  byword  and  a 
reproach  throughout  the  land. 


A  Series  of  Essays  of  special  interest  to  young  men  has  just 
been  issued  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  in  this  city.  "  Begin- 
ning Life,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Tulloch,  of  Saint  Andrew's  Unl- 
vereity,  Scotland,  contains  thoughtful  suggestions  to  young  men 
on  Religion,  Study,  Business,  and  Recreation.  The  following  val- 
uable discourses,  from  eminent  writers,  are  also  just  issued  in 
pamphlet  form  by  the  Society : 

Young  Man  Beginning  Life;  Young  Man  Undecided  in  Religion; 
and  Young  Man  Succeeding  in  Life.  Rev.  John  Angell  James. 
Life  a  Race  and  Independence  of  Mind.  By  Timothy  Dwight,  D  J). 
The  Dignity  of  Labor.  By  Rev.  Newman  Hall.  Man  and  Sit 
Mattert.  By  John  B.  Gough.  A  Sound  Mind.  By  Rev.  James 
Hamilton,  D.D.,  London.  Defaulters.  By  Rev.  Hugh  8towell 
Brown.  The  Mother's  Sorrow.  By  Rev.  Charles  Wadsworth,  D  J). 
The  Lam  of  Labor  a  Late  of  Love.  By.  Rev.  Hugh  Stowell.  The 
Imagination,  it*  Use  and  Abuse.  By  Rev.  James  McCosh,  LL.D. 
The  Sinner's  Guide  to  Christ.  By  Rev.  Archibald  Alexander,  DJ>. 
Pearls  of  Wisdom.    By  Rev.  Samuel  Hutching*. 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS. 

BrsLE  (Tux)  in  thb  Commoe  School*,    lgmo.    Detroit.  Cam*  at  Co.    J* 

cent*. 
Bible  (The)  ra  the  Public  Schools.    8to.  .  Oarte  <*  Co.   t?  CO. 
Bibbbowbb,  A.,  Principle!   of  »  Britain  of  Philosophy.     Mmo.,  Carlton  4) 

Lanahan.    ft  29. 
Bouene.  w.  O.,  History  of  the  Public  School  Society.     Sro.,  Wood  <*  Co. 

95  00. 
Beiohtwill,  D.  B„  Conoordmnoe  to  Tennyson's  World.     8to„  BcrOmer. 

V>  00.  . 

Comas  Clamio*  (Tot)  ..A  Translation  by  .Tame*  Legate.   Vol.  I.,  Confodu  . 

and  Menclns.    8vo.,  Hard  it  Houghton.    S3  50. 
Cube,  R.  W.,  The  Bible  and  the  School  Fund.    Mmo.,  Lee  <*  Shepard.    7J 

cents. 
Cubtis,  Geo.  T.,  Life  of  Daniel  Webster.   Vol.  IT.,  Sro-  Appleton  <t  Co.    IB  SO. 
Eooleston,  Geo.  W.,  Search  After  Truth.    Addressed  to  Young  Men.    Q.  P. 

Putnam  <t  Son.   fl  25. 
Kkebbos,  Ralph  Waldo,,  Society  and  Solitude.   Mmo.,  Field*.  Otaooi  <t  Co. 

$2  00. 
Gbet,  Hob.  Mbs,  w..  Prince  of  Wales'  Visit  to  the  East.    Umo.,  Harper.   SI  80. 
Quillemik,  A..  The  Son.    Umo.,  Srribnsr.    $160. 
Hall,  W.  w..  Health  by  Good  Living.    12mo.,  Hurt  <t  Houghton.   (1  SO. 
Helps,  A..  Caatmer  Maremma,  Roberta.   $2  00. 
Haxna.Rev.  W. .Life  of  Chrl«.    Vol.  IlY-VI.,  Carter,   tl  50  each. 
Hunt,  Leigh,  A  Day  by  the  Fire,  etc.    Mmo.  Hoberti.   9190. 
Hyacinth*,  Fathee,  The  Family  sod  the  Church.    12mn.,  Putnam.    $160. 
Jokes.  J. D.,  Elementsof  the  Hebrew  Language-  Bto., Draper.    1190. 
LtncoTB,  F..  The  Sublime  In  Nature.  12mo.,  Scrtbner.    9100. 
Mabtib.  F.,  Hand-Book  of  Contemporary  Biography.      Umo,  JracnatOaa. 

Mills  Rev.  H.  A.,  Words  of  a  Friend,    ltmo.,  lUcXol*  d  Sou**,   tl  23. 

Mbs.  Jebhibsham's  Joubbal.    Mmo.,  Scribner.    73  cents. 

Mbloth,  Miss,  The  Unkind  Word,  etc.   Umo.,  Harper.    9190. 

Oub  Established  Church.   Sro.,  Putnam.   29  cents. 

PniLPs,  E.  8.,  Hedged  In.    Mmo.,  Field;  Oegood  di  Co.   tl  90. 

Porteb  Stephen,  A  Daily  Walk  with  Ood.    Rochester,  N.Y.    Erattut  Barroa. 

Phestob,  Ret.  T.   8.,  The  Catholic  View  of  the  Public  School  Question. 

Hvo.,  CotUUngton.    29  cents. 
ROoehs,  J.  E.  T.,  Hlit.  Gleanings.     Vol.  II..  JfacmlUan.    92  00. 
Royal  Decbeeb  or  SoABDEBOoir.   A  Poem,  Ruseettt'  American  Steam  Printing 

Home.    tl  00. 
Smith  R.  Payhe,  Bsmptoa  Lectures,  1890,  Scrtbner.    94  BO. 
Staples,  U.  A.,  Way,  Truth,  and  Life.    16mo.    Spencer.    9129. 
Todd,  Hey..  Old-Fashiohed  Lives. 
Williams,  n.  m.,  Notes  on  the  Gospel  According  to  Matthew.  Sro.,  Gould  di 

Lincoln.   91 15- 
White,  Cablos,  Ecce  Femlna.    Boston,  Lee  A  Shepard.    11  90. 
Toubo  Mbs  (To),  From  a  Father.    New  York,  American  r 


Iritntifir  3ttms. 

The  Distinguished  German  Astronomer  Bebsel  labored 
for  ten  years  to  compute  the  distances  between  certain  stars 
in  the  constellation  of  Pleiades.  Mr.  Rutherford,  the  photo- 
grapher of  the  heavens,  with  his  11-inch  objective,  obtained  in  a 
few  minutes  a  photographic  picture,  from  which  he  was  enabled, 
in  a  single  night,  to  make  the  same  calculations  and  to  verify  the 
results  of  Bessel.  The  micrometer  used  by  Mr.  R.  U  of  so  delicate 
a  construction,  that  the  difference  in  thickness  between  too  hairs 
can  be  readily  measured  by  it. 

The  popular  Underground  Railway,  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  seems  likely  to  be  laid  in  pneumatic  tubes,  the  cars  being 
propelled,  not  by  steam,  but  by  compressed  air.  Such  a  tube,  nine 
feet  in  diameter  and  several  hundred  feet  long,  now  lies  buried 
twenty-one  feet  below  the  surface  of  Broadway.  It  is  proposed  to 
extend  it  from  the  Battery  to  Harlem,  and  to  propel  through  it, 
with  great  rapidity,  luxurious  brilliantly-lighted  cars  one  hundred 
feet  long. 

Professor  Morse,  in  his  report  upon  the  telegraphy  of  the  late 
French  Exposition,  states  that  the  total  number  of  his  instruments 
in  use  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and  Australia,  was  12,000.  In  the 
United  States,  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  have  4,000 ; 
other  lines  at  least  2,000  more,  and  if  to  these  we  add  those  of 
Canada,  we  have  a  grand  total  of  18,000  of  his  instruments  in  use 
in  1867. 

The  progress  which  we  are  making  In  the  silk  culture  is 
evinced  by  the  fact  that  a  flag  of  this  material  is  boing  made  for 
the  National  Capitol,  from  silk  produced  in  California. 
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<0inra  ani  tjjtir  (Sifts. 

A  Liberal  Jew. — Simeon  Abrahams,  M.  D.,  a  respected  physi- 
cian in  New  York,  who  died  in  1867,  bequeathed  to  Orphan 
Asylums,  $40,000;  to  the  Jews'  Hospital,  $25,000;  to  the  Blind, 
$5,000 ;  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  $3,000 ;  to  Aged  Indigent  Females, 
$20,000 ;  to  the  Female  Guardian  Society,  $5,000 ;  to  the  Juven- 
ile Asylum,  $8,000 ;  to  Dispensaries,  $7,000 ;  to  the  Colored  Home, 
$5,000 ;  to  other  institutions,  $10,000.  His  estate  not  quite  cover- 
ing his  bequests,  a  trial  is  now  pending  as  to  the  proportion  each 
society  shall  receive. 

Deacon  Bryant,  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  left  all  his  property, 
at  the  decease  of  persons  who  have  a  life  interest  therein,  $5,000 
to  be  divided  equally  between  the  American  Home  Missionary 
Society  and  the  New  York  Tract  Society. 

Mb.  John  M.  Hill,  Esq.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  bequeaths 
$30,000  to  the  first  Presbyterian  church  of  Nashville,  $10,000  for 
the  education  of  ministers,  and  $10,000  for  the  church  poor, 

Mr.  Hiram  Woods,  of  Baltimore,  has  recently  given  $16,000  to 
the  building  of  the  new  Baptist  church  in  that  city.  He  was,  also, 
donor  of  the  lot  worth  $20,000. 

Mb.  John  Garrett,  of  Baltimore,  and  his  mother  give  $5,000 
each,  to  aid  in  building  a  church  extension  for  Sunday  school 
purposes. 

Mrs.  Ellis,  gives  a  $2,000  parsonage  site  to  the  church  at 
Milford,  N.  H. 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Merrill,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  recently  deceased, 
leaves  from  $10,000  to  $25,000  to  various  benevolent  societies. 

An  Eccentric  Bachelor  has  given  $5,000  to  Benzonia  College 
and  $2,400  to  the  American  Missionary  Association. 

Mr.  William  S.  Baird,  of  Philadelphia,  bequeaths  to  the  He 
ligious  and  Benevolent  organizations  in  that  city,  $18,000. 

college  gifts  and  items.- 
Count  Bismarck  has  presented  the  University  of  Virginia 
with  a  most  costly  and  useful  collection  of  photographic  and  en- 
graved designs  of  recent  Government  works  in  Germany.  They 
comprise  drawings  of  all  the  modern  improvements  applied  to 
bridges,  canals,  railways,  and  public  buildings. 

The  Trustees  of  Otkbbein  University,  which  was  recently 
burned,  have  voted  to  locate  it  in  any  town  in  Ohio  which  offers 
the  best  inducements.  The  University  has  a  faculty  of  five  pro- 
fessors, an  endowment  fond  of  $60,000,  and  an  attendance  of  200 
students. 

Miss  Emma  Janes,  a  graduate  of  the  Wesleran  Female  Col- 
„  lege,  Delaware.  Ohio,  has  taken  the  California  State  Educational 
Diploma  over  fifty  -one  competitors,  and  has  been  elected  professor 
in  the  University  of  the  Pacific. 

It  is  proposed  to  establish  a  new  University  upon  the  line  of  the 
Pacific  Railway,  east  of  the  Kocky  Mountains.  Rev.  H.  R.  Tim- 
low,  graduate  of  Princeton,  has  been  selected  to  locate  and  preside 
over  it. 

Robert  Carter  ft  Brothers,  of  this  city,  have  offered 
a  prize  of  fifty  dollars  in  books,  for  the  student,  entering 
next  term  at  Princeton  Seminary,  who  shall  pass  the  best  prelimi- 
nary examination  in  Hebrew. 

Scribner  &  Co.  have  also  offered  a  similar  prize  to  the  stu- 
dent already  in  the  Seminary,  who  shall  next  fall  sustain  the  best 
.  examination  in  certain  chapters  in  the  book  of  Job. 

Ret.  Dr.  Elton  bequeaths  $20,000  each  to  Brown  University, 
R.  I.,  and  Columbia  College  in  Washington,  for  new  professor- 
ships. 

Mb.  Prtlo  Carpenter,  of  Chicago,  HL,  has  given  $5,000  as 
,  an  endowment  to  each  professorship,  in  the  Congregational  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  that  city. 

Gen.  Harney,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  has  given  $1,000  towards 
the  endowment  of  the  Presidency  of  Gen.  Lee's  College  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

Yale  Medical  College  receives  $1,000  each,  from  Drs.  Ives. 
and  Hanson,  of  New  Haven. 

Hillsdale  College,  Wis.,  receives  $1,000  from  Deacon  Parks, 
of  Fairwater,  for  a  Theological  Library. 

Robert  Stockwbll,  Esq..  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  has  pledged  him- 
self for  $25,000  for  the  benefit  of  Indiana  Asbury  University. 


NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

ty   For  this  department  we  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  *D  onr  As- 
sociations.  Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 

1,  New  features  In  the  work. 

2,  Sows  of  Conventions. 
8,  interesting  Incidents. 

»,  Instances  offrood  done  to  Individuals. 

0,  Communities  awakened. 

J,  Notices  or  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7,  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  hare  boon  acLievod. 


AT  HOME. 
UNION  HYMN. 

[Written  for  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations  by  Rev.  Robert  Murray 
Halifax,  N.  SO 

This  hymn,  written  a  few  months  ago  and  in  general  use  among 
the  brethren  in  the  British  Provinces,  was  sent  by  the  anthor  to 
the  N.  T.  Observer,  and  has  been  kindly  furnished  us  by  that  paper 
for  insertion  in  our  present  number. 

Our  blessed  bond  of  union, 

Thou  art,  0  Christ,  the  Lord  I 
The  rule  of  our  communion 
Is  Thy  own  faithful  word. 

Thou  art  our  Elder  Brother 

Who  to  redeem  us,  died ; 
To  Thee,  and  to  none  other 

Our  souls  do  we  confide. 

Thy  peace  in  us  abounding, 

Thy  presence  ever  sure, 
Thy  light  our  path  surrounding, 
.  Thy  strength  to  us  secure. 

Under  Thy  banner  glorious, 

Clad  in  Thine  armour  true, 
We  shall  march  on  victorious 

And  all  our  foes  subdue. 

Saviour,  most  true  and  gracious, 

Thy  Spirit  now  impart, 
And  let  Thy  love  most  precious 

Fill  and  possess  each  heart. 

We  grasp  Thy  promise  given, 

We  set  before  our  eyes 
One  faith,  one  hope,  one  Heaven, 

One  battle  and  one  prize. 

Tlie  Oldest  of  our  Associations  in  the  U,  S.— From  a 
sketch  of  the  Boston  Association  published  lately  in  the  Boston 
Post,  we  glean  the  following  interesting  facts:  "In  1851  the  Bos- 
ton Association — the  first  formed  in  the  United  States — was  organ- 
ized by  a  few  Christian  citizens  of  that  metropolis,  prominent  among 
whom  was  Mr.  F.  O.  Watts.  After  establishing  upon  a  firm  foot- 
ing Associations  in  South  and  East  Boston,  they  still  number  to-dav 
more  than  2,000  members — while  partly  from  their  efforts,  107  kin- 
dred Associations  have  been  formed  in  Massachusetts  alone. 

"  From  the  formation  of  the  Association  a  religions  meeting  has 
been  constantly  maintained,  from  1851  to  1858,  once  each  week ; 
since  that  time,  daily,  until  January,  1867,  since  which  time  there 
have  been  three  each  day  except  Sunday.  In  1859  a  religious  meet- 
ing was.  instituted  on  board  the  'Ohio '  receiving  ship,  which  has. 
been  kept  up  upon  every  week-day  evening  since  by  the  young  men 
of  the  Association.  In  one  year  17,000  men  passed  through  the 
ship.  Eight  ships  within  a  short  time  left  the  Navy  Yard,  and  on 
board  of  six  of  them  religions  meetings  were  established,  the  re- 
sult of  which  may -be  judged  by  the  fact,  that  on  board  one  of  these 
ships  on  a  *  full  liberty  day,'  when  it  was  supposed  that,  as  usual, 
four-fifths  of  the  crew  would  return  intoxicated,  only  two  men  be- 
come so.  Open  air  preaching  on  the  Common  was  undertaken  by 
the  Association  in  1856,  and  has  been  continued  since  during  the 
summer  months.  Globe  Hall,  a  wretched  dance  house,  was  in  1860 
obtained,  and  a  religious  meeting  held  there,  which  is  known  to 
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have  resulted  in  great  good."  With  such  a  record  this  Association 
is  asking  the  Christians  of  Boston  for  a  building,  where  they  may 
enlarge  the  sphere  of  their  usefulness  and  be  yet  more  efficient  in 
winning  souls  to  Christ.  * 

A  Good  Beginning  in  Dayton,  Ohio.— To  a  new  As- 
sociation lately  organized  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  Messrs.  H.  Thane  Mil- 
ler, S.  Sheaffand  Doane  of  Cincinnati  assisting,  the  Young  Men's 
Reading  Room  Association  tendered  their  rooms.  The  offer  was 
accepted,  the  new  organization  superseding  the  old  one.  The  fol- 
lowing is  their  programme  of  work,  to  carry  out  which  appropriate 
committees  were  appointed : 

Besolved,  That  we  accept  the  following  as  the  legitimate  work 
of  this  Association  for  the  current  year,  namely : 

1.  To  maintain  a  reading  room  as  a  place  of  resort  for  young 
men. 

2.  To  provide  a  course  of  public  lectures. 

3.  To  foster  Sunday-schools  now  in  existence  and  to  organize  new 
ones  where  needed. 

4.  To  hold  meetings  for  prayer,  conference  and  exhortation,  es- 
pecially in  neighborhoods  not  otherwise  provided  with  means  of  re- 
ligious instruction. 

5.  To  distribute  religious  tracts  and  Bibles. 

6.  To  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  unfortunate. 

7.  To  visit  prisons  and  asylums. 

8.  To  search  out  young  men  who  may  remove  to  our  city,  to  sur- 
round them  with  Christian  influences,  to  obtain  employment  for 
them,  and,  in  various  ways,  to  render  friendly  aid. 

Revival  at  Somerville,  Mass. — "  The  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  has,  ever  since  its  organization,  held  Monday  eve- 
ning prayer  meetings  with  the  different  evangelical  churches  of 
the  town.  A  small  mission  chapel  located  at  Willow  Bridge,  has 
in  these  gatherings  been  remembered,  and,  as  its  turn  came  round, 
its  doors  have  been  opened  for  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion. Some  weeks  since  a  decided  religious  interest  became  mani- 
fest, many  inquiring  '  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  f  and  receiving 
the  same  old  reply,  new  in  all  ages,  '  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved.'  From  eighteen  to  twenty-one 
hopeful  conversions  have  been  the  joyful  result  of  the  Spirit's  influ- 
ence, and  others  are  still  anxiously  seeking  the  Saviour  who  so 
long  has  sought  for  them.  Among  the  conversions  is  one  of  a  deaf 
and  dumb  girl,  (the  child  of  a  praying  mother)  who  has  been  en- 
abled to  say  iu  unspoken  words,  '  I  feel  that  I  love  Jesus.'  Our 
Christian  brethren  are  much  encouraged  and  are  constantly  pray- 
ing that  the  spiritually  dumb,  deaf  and  blind  may  be  led  to  rejoice 
in  a  Saviour's  love."  H.  L.  Makbchnie,  Soc'y. 

Good  News  From  Indianapolis. — A  correspondent 
writes  from  Indianapolis : — "  We  were  never  before  in  so  good  a 
condition  financially.  We  have  all  the  money  we  need,  and  a 
large  part  of  our  means  comes  without  solicitation.  A  few  days 
ago  I  received  a  note  from  a  gentleman,  who,  though  not  professing 
to  be  aChristain,  enclosed  his  check  for  $350.  Smaller  amounts 
come  in  the  same  way  very  frequently.  We  hold  a  daily  prayer 
meeting  at  our  rooms,  hold  services  regularly  once  a  week  at  the 
Jail,  City  Hospital,  and  Home  for  Friendless  Women.  Besides,  our 
members  go  to  the  country  around  and  hold  meetings  very  fre- 
•quently.  We  also  do  a  good  deal  of  missionary  work  which  is  not 
easily  specified." 

"  We  are  also  trying  to  do  something  for  Associations  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Every  day  in  the  week  (except  Sundays)  we 
send  fifty  (50)  copies  of  our  city  papers  to  other  Associations.  The 
liberality  of  our  publishers  enable  us  to  do  this.  We  are  looking 
forward  with  great  anxiety  and  pleasure  to  the  meeting  of  the  next 
International  Convention." 


The  Association  lately  formed  at  Freehold,  N.  J.,  has  secured 
commodious  rooms  which  have  been  tastefully  fitted  up  and  pro- 
mise to  become  "  the  most  attractive  place  for  young  men  in  our  vil- 
lage.   They  are  open,  from  10  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m." 


A  District  Convention  and  its  Blessed  Results.— 

Last  January  a  very  interesting  District  Convention  was  held  un- 
der the  presidency  of  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  in  Salem, 
Ohio.  $550  were  subscribed  to  the  fund  of  the  Association  in  Sa- 
lem. The  president  of  that  Association,  Chas.  C.  Snyder,  Esq, 
thus  writes  a  month  later  of  the  results  of  the  Convention : 

"Immediately  following  the  close  of  the  Convention  we  commenc- 
ed a  union  meeting  in  one  of  the  churches,  which  resulted  in 
about  one  hundred  conversions. 

But  the  most  wonderful  outpouring  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  in  this 
vicinity  has  been  in  a  village  of  about  five  hundred  inhabitants,  ■ 
few  miles  distant,  in  which  an  Association  was  organized  (by  the 
Salem  Association)  last  summer. 

During  a  meeting  of  several  week's  progress,  (which  closed  last 
week),  from  450  to  475  persons  profess  to  have  found  faith  in  Jesus. 

The  meeting  was  largely  participated  in  by  the  friends'  denom- 
ination, and  the  whole  country  round  about  deluged  with  God's 
power. 

Our  convention  was  decidedly  successful,  as  it  could  not  well  other- 
wise be,  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  the  interest  and  attend- 
ance being  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  State  Convention  at  Mans- 
field. #  Ciias.  C.  Snyder,  Pres.  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Revival  at  Waterbury,  Vt.— Discovery  of  an  Asso- 
ciation.— A  correspondent  writes  from  Burlington,  Vt. :  "  With 
eight  others  from  Burlington,  I  had  recently  the  pleasure  of  attend- 
ing a  County  Revival  Meeting  at  Waterbury,  Vt.  Nine  hours  of 
one  day  we  spent  together  in  worship  and  conference.  The  church 
was  crowded.  Remarks  were  heard  from  scores  of  converts  who  have 
found  the  Saviour  within  two  months ;  and  about  a  dozen  rose  for 
prayers. 

In  a  late  tour  in  Vermont,  an  Association  was  discovered  that 
has  done  a  glorious  work  for  two  years,  but  had  never  reported  to 
the  brethren  in  the  work  elsewhere.  It  has  succeeded  in  reviving 
an  extinct  church  and  founding  a  new  one.  Both  have  Sunday- 
Schools.    Other  towns  in  Vermont  report  revivals. 

In  Waterbury  the  Association  sustains  two  Mission  Sabbath- 
Schools,  two  weekly  meetings,  and  two  daily  prayer  meeting*.  This 
explains  why  they  have  had  over  one  hundred  conversions  in  four 
months,  and  still  the  work  goes  on. 

Growth  and  Activity  in  Frederick  Co.,  Md.—  An 

Association  of  81  members  was  lately  formed  at  Mechanics'  town, 
in  this  county,  and  another  of  43  members  at  Woodsboro,  in  the 
same  county.  The  organization  was  in  both  cases  effected  by  a 
member  of  the  Frederick,  appointed  "  to  organize  new  Associa- 
tions in  the  smaller  towns  of  that  county."  Some  of  the  moat 
successful  organizations  in  the  State,  writes  a  correspondent,  axe 
those  in  the  smaller  towns. 

Some  of  those  recently  organized  have  been  wonderfully  blessed. 
Many  young  men  have  been  brought  into  the  fold  of  Christ 
through  their  instrumentality,  who  could  not  or  had  not  been 
reached  by  the  church.  We  hope  to  have  many  new  and  success- 
ful working  Associations  represented  at  the  International 
tion. 

Mb.  William  Dill,  of  Leavenworth,  was  lately  appointed  i 
responding  member  from  Kansas,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  in 
place  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Baker. 

At  Montclaib,  N.  J.,  the  Association  gave  during  the  winter, 
one  concert,  and  a  course  of  five  lectures ;  three  of  which  were  free. 
They  cleared  $300  above  their  expenses. 


There  are  ten  Christian  Associations  among  the  colored  men 
in  various  parts  of  South  Carolina, 

New  Associations  have  recently  been  organized  at  Fulton,  1ST. 
Y.,  BeUaire,  0.,  East  Liverpool,  O.,  and  Mercer,  Pa. 

The  PrrrsBtmo  Association  will,  on  April  1st,  occupy  new 
and  more  commodious  rooms ;  a  strong  effort  will  at  once  be  mads 
to  secure  a  library. 
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Fifteenth  Anniversary  at  Harrisburgh,  Pa.— This 
anniversary  was  observed  Feb.  22d,  when  an  encouraging  report 
was  submitted  by  the  president,  J.  P.  Seiler,  Esq. 

This  23d  day  of  February  was  also  the  fourth  anniversary  of  the 
daily  morning  prayer  meeting  which  has  been  sustained  at  the 
rooms  without  intermission  the  past  year ;  besides  a  weekly  prayer 
meeting  and  monthly  union  prayer  meeting,  which  was  organized 
in  1887,  and  which  is  held  in  rotation  in  the  churches  of  the  various 
denominations,  continues  to  be  numerously  attended.  Religious 
instruction  in  the  prison  has  been  given  with  unusual  regularity 
the  past  year  and  for  five  months.  Preaching  services  in  the  open 
air  were  held  as  often  as  the  weather  allowed.  The  Mis- 
sion School  in  West  Harrisburg,  has  been  well  sustained,  and  to 
the  poor  in  the  Alms  House,  the  gospel  has  been  preached.  An 
impetus  has  been  given  to  the  Temperance  movement  by  securing 
a  lecture  from  Mr.  Gough,  and  by  throwing  open  the  rooms  of 
the  Association;  the  Temperance  Union  now  numbering  1,500 
young  men.    ■ 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  the  past  year  have  been  $702. 
44 ;  the  expenditure,  $070.65. 

A  Stranger  Becomes  a  Fast  Friend.— A  gentleman, 
a  stranger  in  the  city,  lately  called  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association 
in  Cincinnati,  informing  the  Superintendent  that  he  had  noticed  in 
the  daily  papers  allusions  to  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  he 
now  called  to  learn  more  of  its  practical  workings.  He  very  soon 
handed  the  Superintendent  five  dollars,  but  after  hearing  further, 
he  added  a  twenty  dollar  bill  to  his  first  contribution,  giving  his 
name  as  a  sustaining  member  of  the  Society,  being  satisfied  that 
the  work  among  young  men  was  exceedingly  important,  and  de- 
served the  aid  of  all  who  had  the  ability  to  give. 

In  FaneuU  Hall,  Boston,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations,  a  series  of  large  and  interesting  re- 
ligious meetings  have  been  held.  Rev.  Dr.  Kirk  and  others  have 
made'stirring  addresses  and  the  best  results  are,  with  reason,  hoped 
for  from  their  effort  to  reach  those  who  rarely  if  ever  listen  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel. 

At  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in  all  that  district  of  country,  a 
remarkable  work  of  grace  is  in  progress.  At  the,noon-day  prayer 
meetings  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association  the  brethren  are  greatly 
cheered  by  the  unusual  religious  interest  that  prevails.  Many  con-, 
versions  are  reported. 

At  Louisville,  Kentucky,  an  interesting  meeting  was  lately 
held  on  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Association  in  that  place, 
and  was  stirringly  addressed  by  Rev.  Dr.  E.  P.  Humphreys  (Pres- 
byterian), Rev.  J.  H.  Malone  (Methodist),  and  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller, 
of  Cincinnati. 


WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  First  Tear  in  Cincinnati.— The  Women's  Chris, 
tian  Association  of  Cincinnati,  owes  its  origin  to  the  persevering 
efforts  of  a  christian  young  man  who  "  through  his  connection 
with  the  T.  M.  C.  A.,  knew  the  great  need  of  a  similar  Associa- 
tion for  women." 

Started  in  October,  1868,  in  4  months  a  fund  of  over  $5,000  was 
'secured— then  two  houses,  Nos.  27  and  29  Longworth  St.,  were 
fitted  up  and  rented,  nearly  $1,200  were  realized  from  a  wonder- 
ful lunch,  and  the  work,  well  begun  pecuniarily,  has  been  in  other 
particulars,  wisely  and  efficiently  prosecuted. 

"  The  object  of  this  Association  is  the  temporal,  moral,  and  re- 
ligious welfare  of  women,  especially  young  women  who  are  de- 
pendent on  their  own  exertions  for  support."  From  March  to 
October,  1860,  The  Home  received  63  regular  and  18  transient 
boarders,  the  employment  committee  listened  to  45  applicants, 
finding  situations  for  twenty-six.  The  Home  is  designed  to  pro- 
vide a  pleasant  abode  for  young  women  at  a  price  proportioned  to 
the  amount  earned  per  week  by  each  individual— it  is  not  a  mere 
charity — and  a  temporary  lodging  place  for  the  friendless  and 
strangers.    Beside  caring  for  these  inmates,  religiously,  socially, 


and  educationally,  the  committees  of  this  Association  have  organ, 
ized  a  city  missionary  work,  visiting  the  hospitals,  county  jail,  city 
prisons  for  women,  house  of  refuge,  work  house,  etc. 

The  treasurer  received  during  the  year  ending  October,  1869, 
$9,882,  and  expended  $3,943,  leaving  a  balance  of  $5,429,  a  sum 
larger  than  the  fund  which  they  raised  before  opening  the  Home. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  of  the  sum  expended,  $2,506  was  paid 
for  rent  and  household,  while  the  total  amount  received  from 
boarders  was  $1,485. 

A  Good  Beginning  in  Portland,  MS.— The  new  Wo- 
man's Association,  representing  various  Christian  churches  of  Port- 
land, held  a  meeting  March  11th,  in  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  Rev.  Mr.  Ripley  presided.  An  interesting 
report  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  Geo.  E.  Taylor,  which  stated 
that  there  are  133  members ;  that  four  departments  of  work  enter 
into  the  plan,  viz :  Visiting,  Employment,  Relief  and  Instruction, 
of  which  only  the  first  two  are  in  operation  at  present ;  that  the 
city  is  divided  into  70  districts,  and  50  Visitors  are  engaged.  Only 
a  small  number  of  volumes  are  yet  secured  for  a  library. 

Interesting  letters  from  H.  Thane  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Cincinnati,  and 
others,  were  read,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Bailey,  Fenn,  Dalton,  Thwing 
and  Small  made  addresses,  neatly  commending  the  new  enterprise. 
About  150  ladies  w«re  present. 

The  Buildihg  Fund  of  the  Hartford  Women's  Christian 
Association  already  amounts  to  $8,000,  which  the  members  are 
laboring  to  increase  to  a  sum  large  enough  to  secure  them  a  com- 
modious home,  equal  to  the  necessities  of  their  work. 

In  Louisville,  Kt.,  some  christian  ladies,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  are  forming  a  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Good  News  from  Montreal.— The  Secretary  of  the 
Montreal  Association,  Mr.  Alfred  Sandham  writes : 

"  Our  Association  is  steadily  increasing  in  point  of  number, 
113  names  having  been  added  since  the  Annual  Meeting.  The  regu- 
lar meetings  are  well  sustained,  and  at  the  one  held  on  Tuesday 
considerable  spiritual  influence  has  been  felt.  During  the  past 
few  weeks  some  of  our  associate  members  have  been  awakened, 
and  have  been  led  to  trust  In  the  Saviour.  We  hope  that  this  is 
but  an  earnest  of  still  greater  blessings.  Feeling  the  necessity  of 
union  in  our  prayers  for  a  blessing  upon  the  work  of  our  Associa- 
tions in  Canada.  We  have  issued  a  circular  requesting  that 
Saturday  evening,  April  2d,  next,  be  observed  as  a  special  evening 
for  prayer  in  all  our  Canadian  Associations,  and  we  ask  our  breth- 
ren of  the  United  States,  to  join  with  us  as  far  as  practicable. 

Our  mission  work  is  not  so  extensive  as  in  former  years,  owing 
to  a  greater  activity  in  the  several  Churches.  Several  cottage 
meetings,  however,  have  been  sustained,  as  well  as  religious  servi- 
ces in  the  Hospital.  Our  summer  work  among  the  sailors  and 
upon  the  wharves,  promises  to  be  of  greater  extent  than  in  former 
years. 

Our  rooms  have  recently  been  renovated,  and  are  more  freely 
used  than  heretofore.  We  have  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
about  100  young  men.  We  have  recently  procured  large  cards 
to  be  placed  in  each  Boarding  House,  Factory,  Warehouse,  and 
Hotel  in  the  city,  bearing  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  young  men 
To  secure  the  proper  distribution  of  these  cards,  we  have  divided 
the  city  into  20  districts,  each  of  which  is  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  one  of  our  members, who  is  expected  to  report  any  boarding 
house  keeper  refusing  to  allow  the  cards  to  be  placed  in  his  house. 

Our  Library  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  several  valua- 
ble works  on  various  subjects.  Some  of  our  members  are  now 
engaged  (under  the  supervision  of  the  Chaplain)  in  conducting 
Bible  classes  each  Sabbath  afternoon  in  the  jail. 

Our  efforts  to  aid  young  men  seeking  employment,  are  not  very 
successful,  as  the  demand  for  labor  being  now  less  than  it  has 
been  for  years  past,  and  hundreds  of  young  men  are  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  in  most  cases  are  entirely  without  money  or  friends.  So 
far  as  our  means  will  permit,  we  endeavor  to  aid,  but  a  great 
amount  of  genuine  want,  is  for  want  of  funds  left  unsupplied. 
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ABROAD. 

Progress  in  Liverpool.  The  Mayor  of  the  Clip 
Elected  President. — At  the  late  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  Liverpool,  Wm.  H.  Jewett,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  the  effi- 
cient secretary,  Mr.  Saml.  Nash,  presented  a  very  encouraging 
report,  an  outline  of  which   we  take  from  the  "  Liverpool  Mail." 

The  much-needed  enlargement  of  the  premises  has  been  Becured 
which  gives  a  large  lecture  room  capable  of  holding  at  least  200 
persons,  and  an  equally  commodious  newsroom. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  amount  to  £888  6s.  6d.  while  the  ex- 
penditure is  £832  16s. 

The  14th  of  November  was,  at  the  request  of  the  American  As- 
sociations, observed  throughout  the  world  as  a  day  of  special  prayer 
on  behalf  of  young  men.  In  Liverpool  (through  the  Society)  up- 
wards of  60  special  sermons  were  preached,  and  prayer  meetings 
were  held  at  the  rooms  in  Konshaw  street. 

At  the  request  of  the  Society,  upwards  of  113  special  sermons 
have  this  year  been  preached  to  young  men ;  many  thousands  of 
tracts  have  been  distributed ;  young  men  ill  have  been  visited  ; 
numerous  situations  have  been  procured  for  young  men  out  of 
employment;  public  lectures  have  been  delivered  through  the 
year,  realising  a  profit  of  £111  8s.  Id;  the  libraries  have  been 
largely  used ;  the  newsroom  well  kept  up ;  and  the  educational 
classes  have  been  better  attended  than  in  any  previous  year.  The 
literary  and  debating  society  and  the  cricket  club  have  been  main- 
tained with  great  success ;  also  a  chess  and  draught  club  formed. 

After  the  report  had  been  read  and  cordially  approved, "  a  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  retiring  president,  James  A.  Picton, 
Esq.,  P.S.A.,  and  the  Worshipful,  the  Mayor,  Joseph  Hubback, 
Esq.,  was  unanimously  elected  president  for  the  current  year." 

It  was  also  resolved,  "That  youths  from  14  to  18  years  of  age 
be  admitted  to  the  advantages  -of  the  Institute,  upon  the  payment 
of  six  shillings  per  annum." 

Toting  Men's  League,  of  Blienish  Westphalia.— 
From  the  "  Statistic*  "  of  this  league  of  Christian  young  men  pub- 
lished in  the  German  last  year  at  Barruen,  a  friend  familiar  with 
that  language  takes  the  following  interesting  statements : 

"  The  League  is  under  the  direction  of  a  general  committee  of 
fifteen,  which  has  a  President,  Vice  President,  Editor  of  the  Young 
Men's  Messenger,  Treasurer,  Librarian,  and  Secretary. 

"  Within  this  general  organization  are  10  circuits,  having  in  all 
80  Associations  and  8,840  members. 

*'  Each  circuit  has  its  district  officers,  who  have  a  general  over- 
sight of  all  the  Associations  within  that  circuit,  and  each  Asso- 
ciation again,  is  independently  organized,  having  the  usual  num- 
ber of  officers. 

"  Besides  these  10  circuits,  the  report  gives  account  of  12  Asso- 
ciations with  280  members,  which  belong  to  no  circuit,  and  some 
of  them  have  not  as  yet  joined  the  General  League." 

"The  report  gives  the  object  of  the  Associations  in  a  quotation 
from  Section  1  of  the  Regular  Association  Statutes : 

"  The  aim  of  the  Young  Men's  Association  is : 

"  1  Through  the  distribution  of  the  Word  of  God  and  the  incul- 
cation of  the  same  among  the  young  men,  to  awaken  a  Christian 
disposition  and  godly  conversation,  according  to  the  motto  of  the 
League.  Ps.  119,  9.  '  Wherewithal  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his 
way  t    By  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  Thy  Word.' 

"  2  To  labor  against  all  dangers  to  which  young  men  are  exposed 
under  the  temptations  of  the  world  and  especially  through  fre- 
quenting grog-shops. 

"3  To  qualify  them  better  for  the  attainment  of  their  calling  by 
instruction  in  elementary  branches  of  knowledge. 

"  4  To  produce  among  them  a  social  intercourse  in  conformity 
with  the  Christian  spirit." 

All  the  Associations  have  set  some  one  and  more  evenings  of 
every  week  apart,  either  for  instruction  in  useful  knowledge,  or  for 
the  study  of  the  Bible,  or  singing,  or  practice  on  the  Trombone 
(Posaunen  blaren)  or  free  social  intercourse,  some  have  also  prayer 
meetings  and  missionary  concerts.  Many  Associations  have  meet- 
ings every  evening,  including  Sunday,  which  seems  to  be  a  favor- 
ite evening,  even  for  the  practice  of  band-music 

The  Association  in  Eberfold,  has  a  society  of  honorary  members, 
numbering  60,  who  meet  every  Thursday  and  Sunday  evenings  for 
Bible  discussions. 

This  same  Association  has -also  an  Association  of  30  boys  of  the 
ages  from  14  to  16,  who  have  Bible  class  on  Sunday ;  arithmetic, 
on  Monday ;  drawing  on  Tuesday ;  writing  on  Wednesday,  and 
singing  on  Friday. 


(Eforfetfatt*  3Mtht0  in  Virion. 

^Mutttattt  £uu4ng  frtfouA  Pinion. 

Progress  in  Missouri. — The  first  Sunday  School  in  Stone 
Co.,  Mo.,  has  been  started  within  the  year.  Other  counties  are 
similarly  destitute.  Of  800  churches  of  a  single  denomination,  not 
more  than  one-quarter  have  church  schools  even.  Three  thousand 
new  school  houses  have  been  built  within  the  past  three  years. 
These,  in  many  cases,  serve  for  day  and  Sunday  school  and  church 
services.  Six  very  efficient  men  are  now  laboring  permanently  in 
that  State.  The  Society  has  recently  placed  two  new  missionaries 
in  this  field — one  supported  by  a  Sunday  School  in  Brooklyn,  the 
other  by  a  lady  of  this  city. 

Of  240  Schools  planted  during  the  past  nine  years  by  one 
missionary  in,  Minnesota,  eighty  to  ninety  per  cent,  have  became 
permanent  schools.  A  large  proportion  are  not  only  self-sustain- 
ing, but  aggressive,  having  efficient  missionary  associations. 
Nine  of  them  have  lately  reported  $165.75,  raised  by  gleaning 
wheat  and  selling  it  at  75  cents  per  bushel.  More  than  fifty 
churches  have  already  grown  out  of  these  schools. 

The  gross  receipts  of  the  Society  for  the  New  York  Depart- 
ment are  much  larger  for  the  current  year,  than  for  any  previous 
year  of  its  existence. 

giMt  £arirtif*. 

Tire  Bnrrisn  asd  Fobeion  Bible  Society  report  that  their 
finances  are  in  a  most  satisfactory  condition.  The  committee  were 
greatly  cheered,  on  occasion  of  their  first  meeting  in  the  new  year, 
by  receiving  from  a  generous-hearted  contributor  the  munificent 
donation  of  £3,560,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

To  Salt  Lake  City  the  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society 
receives  the  following  welcome  from  the  Demret  Evening  Neie*  : 
— "Mr.  Reasoner  does  not  come  here  to  propagate  sectarian  views, 
but  as  the  Agent  of  the  Bible  Society  to  disseminate  the  Word  of 
God  among  the  people.  We  bespeak  for  him  the  kind  attention  of 
our  people,  and  are  convinced  that  he  will  be  heartily  welcome  in 
his  labor  of  love." 

Ten  American  Bible  Society,  in  compliance  with  requests, 
has  appropriated  $44,064  to  various  missionary  societies  for  Bible 
work  in  their  foreign  fields  the  coming  year.  It  has  also  resolved 
to  publish  a  pocket  edition  of  the  Danish  Testament. 


Start  gotietitfl. 

A  Community  Reclaimed. — A  gentleman  of  extensive  in- 
fluence in  North  Carolina  visited  24  families  in  one  day  in  1352, 
and  found  that  only  two  had  the  Bible  or  other  religious  books. 
There  were  84  persons  in  these  families  over  ten  years  of  age,  and 
only  four  of  them  could  read.  They  attended  church,  on  an  aver- 
age, once  in  thirteen  years.  They  were  living  in  deep  poverty,  sin 
and  ignorance,  in  a  deplorable  and  seemingly  hopeless  condition. 
He  circulated  among  them  tracts,  books  and  papers.  He  awakened 
their  interest  and  enlisted  their  efforts  for  improvement.  They 
have  since  been  cared  for  by  the  colporteurs  of  the  Tract  Society 
and  by  Christian  friends,  until  now  that  community  has  three  Sab- 
bath Schools,  regular  preaching  and  prayer  meetings,  and  are  do- 
ing something  to  send  the  gospel  to  others.  In  a  similar  manner 
28  mission  gatherings  have  been  established  in  that  same  county, 
through  which,  this  gentleman  states,  "  the  leaven  of  God's  truth 
is  steadily  diffusing  its  enlightening  and  saving  influence." 

The  Richmond  Agency.— During  the  past  quarter,  57  mis- 
sionary colporteurs,  employed  in  the  Richmond  Agency  of  the 
American  Tract  Society,  made  16,781  Christian  family  visits,  held 
1,066  public  religious  meetings,  found  2,803  families  habitually 
neglecting  attendance  upon  evangelical  preaching,  2,551  families 
destitute  of  all  religious  books  except  the  Bible,  and  1,839  without 
the  Word  of  God.  To  supply  those  wants  and  support  these  col- 
porteurs the  Society  is  annually  expending  $26,500. 
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A  Pressing  Appeal  from  Texas.— An  earnest  Christian 
man,  who  for  over  twenty  rears  has  been  a  merchant  in  Texas, 
writes  to  the  American  Tract  Society :  "  Fifty  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  the  elementary  publications  of  your  Society  are  needed  at 
once  to  aid  in  supplying  a  Sunday  School  literature  for  the  schools 
now  in  existence,  and  which  it  is  in  contemplation  soon  to  organize 
among  all  colors  and  nationalities  in  this  State.  In  this  favored 
region  spring  is  just  at  hand.  An  active  agent  is  in  the  field,  who 
will  give  his  whole  time  to  the  organization  of  Sabbath  Schools 
on  the  non-sectarian  plan." 

A  Chinese  Key  to  Our  Language.  — In  our  last  num- 
ber we  reported  the  fact  that  the  American  Tract  Society  were  im- 
porting their  publications  from  China  for  circulation  among  the 
Chinese  immigrants  to  California  through  their  colporteur  Chen 
Chong.  We  are  now  able  to  state  that  the  Tract  Society  has  in 
preparation  a  Chinese  and  English  Reader,  to  aid  the  incoming 
Chinese  in  learning  our  language.  Rev.  Mr.  Loomis,  missionary 
of  the  Presbyterian  Board,  is  preparing  this  book,  which  is  to  be 
illustrated  by  the  Society's  engravings,  and  which,  while  teaching 
the  Chinese  English,  will  also  give  them  lessons  that  may  lead 
them  to  Christ.  This  will  be  a  valuable  aid  to  them  in  their  eager- 
ness to  learn  our  language. 


THE    MONTH. 


Philadelphia  and  Boston  Fall  into  Line. — In  order 
to  promote  the  cause  of  the  Alliance  and  create  a  national  interest  in 
the  approaching  World's  Conference  in  this  city,  *  number  of 
Branches  of  the  Alliance  will  be  formed  in  our  principal  cities 
We  have  already  recorded  the  formation  of  one  in  the  capital  of 
the  nation.  In  Boston,  on  the  27th  of  February,  and  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  6th  of  March,  at  large  gatherings  of  the  influential  Chris- 
tians—ministers and  laymen— of  those  citizens  vigorous  branches 
of  the  Alliance  were  happily,  organized. 

Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop  was  chosen  President,  in  Boston;  and 
Mr.  George  H.  Stuart,  in  Philadelphia.  In  the  lists  of  Vice-Pres- 
idents and  other  officers,  we  find  the  names  of  ministers  and  lay- 
men eminent  in  the  various  evangelical  churches  of  those  cities. 


Training  Schools. — Two  'important  institutions  have  been 
lately  organized  in  this  city,  under  Christian  union  auspices.  Both 
are  designed  to  qualify  for  fields  of  Christian  labor  those  who  are 
willing  but  not  fitted  to  enter  upon  work  of  this  kind.  The  Train- 
ing Home  [for  Christian  Workers,  at  315  Second  Avenue,  is  de- 
signed by  the  benevolent  and  experienced  ladies  who  formed  it,  to 
instruct  those  of  their  sex  who  desire  it,  in  the  work  of  Home,  City, 
and  Foreign'  Missions,  Bible  Work,  Industrial  Schools,  also  as 
Christian  nurses,  in  hospitals,  homes  of  the  poor,  &c.,  &o.  The  course 
of  instruction  is  by  means  of  Bible  classes,  lectures,  practical 
work,  certain  hours  each  day,  training  as  nurses,  and,  for  those 
who  desire  to  enter  a  Foreign  Mission  field,  instruction  in  medi- 
cine. 

The  "  Home  of  the  Evangelists,"  is  the  name  given  to  an- 
other institution,  established  in  this  city,  under  similar  auspices, 
for  the  training  of  men  in  the  various  departments  of  Christian 
effort. 


A  Book  of  Bank  Notes. — '*I  have  many  books,"  says  Mr. 
Newton,  "  that  I  cannot  sit  down  to  read ;  they  are  indeed  good 
and  sound,  but,  like  half-pence,  there  goes  a  great  quantity  to  a 
little  amount.  There  are  silver  books,  and  a  very  few  golden 
books ;  but  I  have  one  book  worth  more  than  all  others,  called  the 
Bible,  and  that  is  a  book  of  bank-notes." 

*'  Make  tour  Plans,  but  make  them  of  leather,not  of  stone,and 
especially  don't  think  it  a  sin  to  break  through  them  if  there  is  a 
call  to  do  so,  nor  consider  it  a  cardinal  virtue  to  keep  them,  if  you 
are  allowed  to  do  it.  Plans  and  rules  are  good  things,  but  an 
earnest  heart  is  better  than  all."' — Miss  Sewatt. 

"A  Christian  is  neither  fond  of  life  nor  weary  of  it. 


AT  HOME. 

Our  present  Government  being  conspicous  for  its  "re- 
trenchment "  policy,  measures  of  economy  are  continually  pro- 
posed though  not  hastily  adopted.  Among  such  measure  is  the 
proposition  to  reduce  the  number  and  aggregate  pay  of  the  officers 
of  the  standing  army.  By  the  present  schedule  it  appears  that  the 
salaries  of  the  General  and  Lieutenant  General  are  much  larger 
than  those  of  many  high  civil  officers,  such  as  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Vice-President  and  others,  while  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  latter  in  times  of  peace  are  greater  than 
those  of  the  Military  officers.  For  this  disproportion  there  is  no 
good  reason,  and  a  general  cutting  down  of  high  army  salaries  is 
the  result.  The  bill  passed  by  the  House,  involves  a  saving  in  this 
respect  af  $3,000,000  annually.  Another  step  in  the  same  direction 
is  the  passage  by  the  Senate  of  an  important  Funding  Bill  by 
which  the  interest  on  the  national  debt  will  be  reduced  about  one 
per  cent,  in  gold.  The  Bill  provides,  by  issuing  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $1,200,000,000,  in  denominations  as  low  as  $50,  to  raise 
from  ten  to  fifty  years,  at  <ty  and  5  per  cent.  The  money  thus 
obtained  will  be  devoted  to  liquidating  the  government  bonds  on 
which  we  are  now  paying  6  per  cent,  interest  in  gold.  While 
retrenchment  is  the  rule,  the  economy  of  a  liberal  but  wise  legis- 
lation is  happily  not  entirely  overlooked. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  have  voted  to  reduce  the 
internal  taxes  by  $30,000,000,  and  the  tariff  by  $20,000,000.  Under 
this  reduction  it  is  expected  that  the  income  tax,  if  not  altogether 
abolished,  will  be  materially  modified. 

During  the  past  month  several  shocking  steamboat  and 
railway  disasters  have  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
which,  however,  are  soon  forgotten.  The  public  is  to  be  blamed 
in  part  for  these  calamities  in  accepting  them  indifferently  and  si- 
lently. We  are  glad  to  see  that  a  bill  is  before  Congress,  looking 
to  the  better  security  of  passengers  on  our  inland  steamers. 

The  Country  has  been  disgraced  by  the  conduct  of  an 
army  officer  and  a  battalion  of  troops  who  early  in  February  sur- 
prised a  band  of  Piegan  Indians  in  Montana  Territory,  and  well 
nigh  exterminated  them  without  regard  to  age  or  sex.  Over  one 
hundred  women  and  children  were  mercilessly  given  up  to  the 
sword.  Such  an  instance  of  inhumanity  savors  of  barbarian  war- 
fare and  is  justly  condemned  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people. 

A  Remarkable  Instance  of  longevity  is  that  of  Capt.  Lar- 
bushe  of  New  York,  whose  one  hundred  and  fifth  birthday  was 
celebrated  on  the  9th  of  March.  This  veteran  was  at.  the  battles 
of  Copenhagen,  Jena,  and  Corrunda ;  stood  guard  over  Napoleon 
at  St.  Helena ;  was  well  acquainted  with  Blucher,  and  "  heard  sto- 
ries of  the  wars  of  the  seventeenth  century  from  the  lips  of  conspic- 
uous actors  therein." 

The  Admission  of  Mb.  Revels,  a  colored  man  into  the  V.  S. 
Senate,  to  occupy  the  seat  once  filled  by  Jefferson  Davis,  was  one  of 
the  "sensations"  in  Washington  circles  last  month. 

The  Peabodt  Fund  Trustees,  at  their  last  session  in  Washing- 
ton, appropriated  $91,000,  to  be  expended  up  to  the  1st  of  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  in  all  the  Southern  States. 

The  Missouri  Legislature  has  voted  not  to  divide  the  Pub- 
lic School  Fund,  or  appropriate  any  part  of  the  public  money  to 
sectarian  schools. 

The  First  Grand  Jukt  in  this  country  in  which  ladies  figure 
was  lately  empanneled  in  Wyoming  territory. 

It  is  announced  that  Pore,  the  famous  French  artist,  is  to  visit 
us  this  summer. 

The  Maine  Legislature  has  refused  to  abolish  Capital  punish- 
ment 

Three  Chinese  boys  have  arrived  in  Washington  to  be  educa- 
ted in  the  Howard  University,  among  the  negro  students. 
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abroad. 

Mr.  Gladstone's  Land  Bill  for  Ireland  receives  the 
endorsement  of  a  great  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  is 
praised  by  the  English  Press.  Some  features  in  it  are  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  and  will  probably  be  materially  modified  before  the 
bill  becomes  a  law.  On  the  whole,  Ireland  will  be  immensely 
benefitted  by  its  provisions,  if  we  can  safely  adopt  the  views  and 
judgment  of  the  best  minds  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Heretofore,  Irishmen,  have  not  been  bound  to  thoir  soil  by  rights  of 

Sossession,  and  the  consequence  naturally  has  been  the  unceasing 
ow  of  emigration  from  that  island  to  these  shores.  Mnch  as 
they  might  love  the  land  of  their  birth,  their  affection  has  always 
been  mixed  with  feelings  of  disappointment  and  bitterness,  that 
they  could  not  own  their  natural  inheritance. 

The  great  bugbear  of  that  unfortunate  island  is — the  English 
landlord,  who  differs  from  his  tenants  in  politics  and  religion,  and 
seldom  lives  on  his  estates.  The  tenant,  compelled  to  till  the  soil, 
often  finds  he  cannot  possess  the  crops  he  has  planted,  nor  does 
he  live  in  his  house  with  a  feeling  of  proprietorship,  or  with  any 
fixity  of  tenure.  The  farmers  and  small  land-holders,  are  oppressed 
with  heavy  rents  and  taxes,  by  lords,  who,  they  believe,  occupy 
their  soil  by  the  title  of  conquest  and  confiscation. 

The  Prime  Minister  of  England,  with  true  forecast  and  states- 
manship, now  proposes  to  change  this  state  of  things,  and  lift  off 
a  part  of  the  Irishman's  burdens.  His  bill  provides  for  the  proper 
renting  and  purchase  of  land ;  for  loans  to  tenants  desiring  to  buy 


lands,  and  for  many  other  reforms  In  the  local  customs  of  the 
island. 

The  French  Editors  of  the  extreme  republican  school 
appear  to  be  as  much  a  source  of  dread  to  the  Government  as  a 
riot  and  barricades.  Hochefort  lies  in  prison  for  writing  violent 
editorials,  and  not  long  ago  eight  other  journalists  were  sentenced 
to  a  few  months'  confinement  and  the  payment  of  heavy  fines, 
for  violation  of  the  press  laws. 

The  New  French  Ministry  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  nation 
in  an  unusual  degree,  which  is  due  to  the  evident  purpose  of  its 
members  to  propose  liberal  and  just  measures.  The  minister  of 
Justice,  M.  Ollivier  at  a  recent  political  meeting,  made  a  speech 
urging  all  parties  to  give  the  Ministry  assistance  and  advice,  and 
not  keep  aloof  because  of  errors  which  had  been  or  might  be 
committed  by  the  ministry.  He  hoped  the  different  parties  would 
not  be  discouraged  because  mistakes  had  occurred,  but  would 
continue  to  suggest  improvements. 

Front  Spain  the  sensation  of  the  month  is  the  duel  between 
Duke  de  Montapensier,  a  candidate  for  the  throne,  and  Prince 
Unrique'  de  Bourbon,  in  which  the  latter  lost  his  life.  The  quar- 
rel is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  an  insulting  letter  written  by 
the  Prince  against  the  Duke,  branding  him  as  a  Jesuit  conspirator. 
The  Duke,  offered  to  provide  for  the  widow  and -children  of  the 
murdered  Prince. — Spaniards  regard  complacently  this  event,  and 
it  creates  neither  a  shock  or  a  blush. 
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COLGATE  &  CO.'S 
Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps   are 
prepared  by  skilled  work- 
men, from  the  best  materi- 
als, and  are  known  as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 
Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFUMERY 

AND 

TOILET  ARTICLES.      ly 


THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 

AND 


omptg, 


MAHUFACTUBEBS  OF 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 
RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  (Red  Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

•     LINSEED  OIL, 

RAW,  BOILED  AND  REFINED. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

General  Agents, 
287  PEAK!  STREET,  HEW  YOBK. 


Use  JOHN  DWIGHT  &  CO.'S 

BEST   SAI.EBATUS, 

ob  mare 

STJPEB    O-A-R-B.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  cooking 

purposes.     Established  1846. 

11  OLD  SLIP,  MEW  YOBK. 
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STEAK  TO  AND  FBOX  GLASGOW, 

CALLING  AT 
HOVILLE,  LONDONDERRY, 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
ERS, 
America,  Caledonia,       India, 

Anal  la,  Cambria,  Iowa, 

Australia.  Colombia,        Iama.Ha, 

Britannia.  Europa,  Scandinavia. 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 
From  Pier  30,  North  Rlver.at  IS  o'clock,  Noon. 
Kates  of  Passage  payable  In 
by  any  other  First-ClAs*  Line. 

Taw.enger8  are  also  book*'< 

Railway  htation  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac. 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Xonthi. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  or  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
lor  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWK8T  KATES. 
For  farther  information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
oulce,  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
New  YOBK,  January,  1870. 


Kates  of  Passage  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low 
fry  any  other  First-class  Line. 
.Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
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ENGLISH 


enodicals 


New   Descriptive  List, 

With  Prices  Per  Year  just  Issued, 
tnd  mailed  free,  on  application  to 

WILLMER  &  ROGERS, 
47  Neman  Street,  N.  T., 
General  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  all 
English  Periodicals  &  Newspapers. 


phmjt  Jifle  |nstinma  |<ratpang, 

805  BROADWAY, 

Cor.  11th  St,  NEW  YORK. 

SAMUEL  BANGS,  President. 
GEORGE  ELLIOTT,  Vlce-Prest  and  Secretary. 
E.  McCLINTOCK,  Actuary. 

A.  E.  M.  PUKDY,  Examiner. 
,*■ 

North-western  Department — Chicago. 

GEORGE  C.  COOK,  President. 
WM.  B.  MARLAY,  Secretary. 


48th  YEAR ! 

0TE0T/LATE  IT  WIDELY.   IT  WILL  DO  GOOD 
WHEKEVER  IT  IS  BEAD. 

The  New  York  Observer, 

1  LAKGE  DOUBLE  WEEELr 
SatiOIOn*   AMD  taOVLAft 

Family  Newspaper. 

The  Headers  of  the  OnsBRvn  speak  of  It  thus : 

"  I  regard  the  Obsibtkr  as  the  ablest  weekly  paper 
to  the  world." 

"  More  than  TwraTT-Srvmrc  yxam  In  my  family. 
May  It  continue  to  do  good  for  generation*." 

"  More  valuable  than  any  other  with  which  I  am  ac- 
quainted." 

"  I  have  taken  the  Observer  Tt'rrrT  Tauaa.  I  think 
It  the  ablest  and  most  consistent  paper  In  the  United 
States." 

"  It  Is  tilled  with  the  very  cream  of  the  newt  from 
all  parts  of  the  world." 
The  price  la 

$3  60  A  YEAH,  IN  ADVANCE. 

We  will  send  It  to 

One  new  subscriber  and  one  old  for. .»  S  SO 

Two  new  subscribers  for iV 

Two  new  subscribers  and  one  old  for 7  90 

Tlireonew  subscribers  for 7  00 

Three  new  subscribers  and  one  old  for •  90 

Four  new  subscribers  for 0W 

Four  new  subscribers  and  one  old  for 11  SO 

Five  new  subscribers  for 1100 

Six  now  subscribers  for 12  00 

And  any  larger  number  at  the  same  rate. 

SAMPLE  COPIES  FREE. 
SIDNEY  E.  MORSE,  JR.  ot  CO., 

87  Pass  Bow,  Haw  Ton. 


LIBRARIES  or  BOOKS  SELECTED 

PASTORS,  '  "   CHTJBCfeES. 

SABBATH-SCHOOLS,  ASSOCIATIONS, 

Or  PRI80NS 

Supplied  promptly  with  Select  Libraries  or  stogie  Books 

on  terms  liberal  and  satisfactory  by 

BB0U&HT0N  &  WYMAN, 
BOOKSELLERS  &  PUBLISHERS 

13  BIBLE  HOUSE,  NEW  YORK. 
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Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  rear  18TO,  by  the  Exxcttivx  Comwttkb  of  the  Young  Men's  w  J 

ChrUUmn  Associations  of  the  U.  8.  and  tlie  British  Provinces,  In  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  York.     v-' 


Vol-.  L— No.  5.] 


NEW  YORK,  MAY  ,  1870. 


(SI JO  Per  Annum. 
TERMS:  >jl.U  In  N.Y.  City  A;  Canada. 
( Single  Copies  10  Cento. 


BUILDING  OF  THE  YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION, 


IN  LEEDS,  ENGLAND. 


The  Association  in  Leeds,  England,  founded  fourteen  years 
ago,  secured  150  members  the  first  year.  In  1868,  700  young 
men  wero  enrolled  on  the  list  of  membership.  The  Society 
dates  its  rapid  and  securo  increase  from  the  time,  a  few  years 
ago,  when  Mr.  W.  Hind  Smith  as  Secretary,  began  to  give  his 
entire  energies  to  the  management  and  guidance  of  the  work. 

In  1868  leaving  premises  they  had  outgrown,  they  purchased 
and  improved,  at  a  total  cost  of  £4,000  or  $23,000,  the  building 
of  the  Leeds  Mechanic's  Institute.  The  edifice  is  well  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  the  Association.  Through  the  middle  of 
-the  ground  floor  from  the  front  entrance  to  the  rear,  runs  a  cor- 
ridor, on  each  side  of  which  arc  class  rooms  of  various  sizes. 
One  of  them  is  for  a  Bible  class,  another  for  tho  Mission. 
On  this  floor  also  arc  the  lavatories,  a  tea  room  and 
other  conveniences.  The  spacious  lecture  hall  is  upon  the 
second  floor.  The  building  was  dedicated  December  1st,  1868, 
last.     Earl  Grey  and  Ripon  presiding  at  the  ceremony.    The 

,  •  [  Concluded  on 


annual  report  for  the  year  1880,  lately  published,  is  very  en. 
couraging  and  gives  an  idea  of  the  good  work  achieved 
by  tho  brethren  in  Leeds. 

During  the  year,  the  debt  on  the  building  was  reduced  to 
less  than  $3,000.  311  new  members  and  subscribers  were  en- 
tered, so  that  741  names  are  now  on  the  books,  exclusive  of 
nearly  100  honorary  members.  The  Bible  classes  and  the 
Devotional  and  missionary  meetings — 18  of  which  are  held 
weekly — have  been  well  sustained.  Among  them  are  the  Sun- 
day morning  mission,  reaching  neglecters  of  public  Worship, 
Ragged  S.  Schools,  and  the  Mission  for  visiting  and  reaching 
young  men  in  tho  Saloons,  or  Music  Halls.  In  this  latter 
mission,  the  young  men  succeeded  in  shutting  up  two  of  the 
worst  halls.  The  Abstinence  Society  has  induced  many — "  we 
may  say  thousands "  to  abstain  from  intoxicating  drink.  To 
the  Library  of  3,000  volumes,  numerous  standard  works  have 
been  added. 
page  106. [ 
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GETTING  READY  FOR  BUSINESS. 
T.  8.  Chare. 

Unless  a  boy  chooses  for  himself  .some  profession,  and  -with 
or  without  encouragement,  learns  all  that  he  can  of  it,  from  his 
twelfth  year,  it  is  far  from  likely  that  his  parents,  or  any  one 
else,  will  choose  for  him  at  that  early  age,  and  direct  his  habits 
and  studies  with  a  Tiew  to  his  calling.  Most  parents  let  their 
sons  go  to  school  and  grow  in  any  direction  they  please  until 
the  age  of  seventeen  or  eighteen.  It  is  at  this  late  period,  when 
both  guardian  and  youth  ought  to  know  their  own  minds,  that 
mistakes  are  so  often  made  in  the  choice  of  a  profession.  What 
is  it  that  decides  the  vital  question  ?  Is  it  any  particular  pre- 
ference expressed  by  the  young  man  t  This  is  regarded  some- 
what. Is  it  any  desire  to  find  an  occupation  where  the  growing 
powers  of  a  youthful  body  and  mind  will  find  further  develop- 
ment! Not  often.  Is  it  any  determination  on  the  part  of 
either  father  or  son  to  choose  a  calling,  where  dishonesty  is 
despised,  where  straight-forward  dealing  is  possible,  or  where 
profits,  slow  and  sure,  are  safely  but  painfully  contrasted  with 
the  gains  of  speculators  ? 

Let  the  parents  who  send  their  boys  into  Wall  Street,  answer. 
Are  those  feverish  souls  trained  so  close  to  strife  and  swind- 
ling, the  sons  you  pictured,  when  you  looked  years  ago, 
at  the  curly  heads  in  your  homes  and  prayed  involuntarily 
that  your  boys  might  grow  up  better  than  you  f  No,  too  often, 
— daily — the  decision  depends  upon  an  uncle  who  wants  a  boy 
in  his  store;  upon  some  friend  who  presents  the  only  opening 
at  the  required  time :  or  upon  a  larger  salary  in  one  place  than 
can  be  obtained  in  another,  where  the  employment  would  be 
far  more  congenial. 

One  young  man  left  school  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  took  an 
opening  in  the  wholesale  drug  business ;  then  became  a  sales- 
man in  a  fine  art  store ;  after  two  years  engaged  in  a  flour  and 
feed  commission  business,  and  finally  started  a  book-store  in  a 
country  town.  Some  of  my  readers  may  think  such  an  expe- 
rience not  bad  for  a  young  man  of  twenty-four.  But  is  it  the 
way  our  men  of  character,  of  high  attainments,  of  fame,  in  com- 
merce, art,  and  science,  earned  their  reputations? 

Note  another  case.  A  physician  of  twenty  years'  practice, 
confessed  to  me  that  he  had  been  drawn  into  that  profession 
against  his  wishes,  and  had  been  so  affected  by  constant  contact 
with  the  sick,  that  his  health,  strength  and  spirits,  were  en- 
tirely exhausted  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  Nothing ,  could 
atone  for  the  error  he  had  made. 

.  Is  there  no  way  to  avoid  these  blunders,  and  the  sacrifices — 
mistaken  callings — of  ability,  talent,  industry,  .and  manly 
spirit  ?  The  farmer  studies  carefully  the  qualities  of  each 
horse  in  his  stable.  The  slender,  nervous  colt,  for  speed,  and 
the  heavy,  muscular  animal  for  the  labors  of  the  field.  He 
begins  his  training,  and  decides  the  destiny  of  his  horses  as 
soon  as  they  can  bear  the  bridle.  Woe  to  him  who  strains  the 
muscles  of  the  trotting  colt  by  heavy  hauling  I  Is  a  man  of 
less  value  than  a  horse  ? 

The  writer  knew  a  young  man,  who,  at  the  age  of  twelve, 
showed  a  decided  taste  for  tools  and  machinery.  His  father 
observed  him  carefully,  and  satisfied  himself  that  the  profes- 
sion of  Engineering  was  bettersuited  to  his  son,  than  any  other 
occupation.  He  accordingly  made  the  boy's  studies  specially 
thorough  in  mathematics,  mechanics  and  natural  philosophy ; 
without  any  neglect  x>f  the  languages  and  literature.  He  se- 
lected fbf  the  boy's  Christmas  presents,  apparatus  of  different 


kinds,  interesting  books  on  science,  and  the  biographies  of 
men  who  had  made  themselves  eminent  by  scientific  know- 
ledge. Whenever  he  travelled  anywhere  with  his  son,  he  took 
special  pains  to  visit  manufactories,  museums,  etc.  He  sent 
him  to  attend  the  popular  lectures  of  Professors  Boynton,  Dore- 
mus,  and  others,  on  chemistry,  geology,  and  kindred  subjects ; 
and  before  the  age  of  eighteen  he  sent  the  young  man  to  a 
college  where  he  could  study  engineering.  The  result  of 
this  long,  special  training,  was  just  what  the  writer  considers 
possible  in  other  professions.  When  the  young  man  entered 
an  engineering  establishment  to  learn  the  business  practically, 
he  knew  more  than  his  employers  of  the  principles  of  construc- 
tion; and  his  familiarity  with  the  lives  of  inventors,  and 
American  and  foreign  publications  upon  scientific  matters, 
often  enabled  him  to  discard  some  new  and  plausible  scheme, 
that  had  been  tried  before  without  success.  Such  an  educa- 
tion cost  no  more  than  ordinary  schooling,  but  while  many 
parents  leave  the  direction  of  their  children's  studies  to  a 
teacher,  this  boy's  mother  took  him  herself  to  many  of  the 
places  mentioned  above,  including  the  courses  of  Boynton's 
evening  lectures  for  two  winters  successively. 

It  may  be  said  that  all  boys  do  not  manifest  any  decided 
taste  in  time  to  direct  their  education.  There  is  then  all  the 
more  need  of  keen  observation-  and  of  a  selection  for  the  boy. 
Would  many  parents  acknowledge  that  they  had  sons  good 
for  nothing  in  particular,  and  therefore,  incapable  of  a  positive 
development?  No!  They  would  say,  if  asked,  "I  do  not 
doubt  my  son  could  succeed  better  at  some  one  thing  than 
another,  if  I  could  find  out  what  it  is,  and  train  him  for  it ; 
but  it  is  so  difficult  to  determine,  that  I  have  concluded  to 
send'  him  to  school  until  he  is  old  enough  to  try  something, 
and  then  I  will  see  where  I  can  place  him."  Fatal  error !  In 
view  of  all  the  unhappy  men  who  slave  out  their  days  in  un- 
congenial positions,  I  assert  broadly,  that  every  man  is  fitted 
for  some  one  class  of  employment,  rather  than  another.  Not 
that  there  is  but  one  single  position  in  the  world,  fitted  to . 
make  him  happy,  but  that  he  can  find,  if  he  is  full  of  muscular 
energy,  in  some  active,  out-door  employment,  a  congenial  oc- 
cupation, and  a  suitable  place  in  some  more  confining  position, 
if  he  be  retiring,  sedentary,  and  stronger  in  mind  than  body. 
It  is  hard  for  parents  to  decide  this  question,  but  when  a  child 
is  taken  suddenly  ill,  do  they  refuse  to  adopt  any  treatment 
whatever,  because  it  is  difficult  to  decide  just  what  is  the 
matter,  and  what  remedies  would  be  best?  No!  They  try 
something  with  this  disadvantage,  that  if  they  do  not  try 
aright,  more  harm  than  good  results. 

It  is  engrossment  with  business,  on  the  part  of  men,  and 
domestic  and  worldly  cares  on  the  part  of  women,  that  lead 
them  to  treat  so  carelessly  a  matter  whose  importance  they 
realize  only  when  it  is  too  late.  As  in  every  matter  where  the 
advancement  of  men  is  the  object ;  self  denial  and  faithfulness, 
are  the  necessary  means. 

We  suggest  then,  that  three  things  must  be  done  : 

1st.  Parents  must  take  some  of  the  time  now  spent  in  secur- 
ing wealth  and  position  for  their  sons  and  spend  it  in  studying 
their  disposition  and  physique,  so  as  to  direct  their  education 
skillfully. 

2d.  They  must  familiarize  themselves  and  their'  children 
with  the  greatest  possible  variety  of  trades,  professions,  and 
businesses,  so  that  a  choice  may  be  made  intelligently :  and 

3d.  The  decision  must  be  made  in  accordance  with  tbo 
indications  in  each  case,  (taking  constitution,  temperament, 
and  tastes,  all  into  account)  without  undue  regard  to  pecuni- 
ary or  other  advantages. 
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LAYMEN'S  INSTITUTES. 

Mr.  K.  A.  Brownell  makes  the  following  interesting  statement 
in  an  article  communicated  to  the  Chicago  Advance : 

"So  far  as  I  know,  the  Cincinnati  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  the 
honor  of  introducing  Laymen's  Institutes  to  our  American 
Christian  life.  The  Institution  is  not  a  twelve  month  old.  In 
Cincinnati  it  was  held  at  the  Association  Hall,  under  the  con- 
duct of  Rev.  Drs.  Nelson  and  Robinson,  lasting  three  days 
with  three  sessions  each,  opened  with  an  address  upon  Lay 
Preachers  and  Lay  Preaching,  followed  by  discussion  on  Who 
are  called  to  Lay  Preaching,  and  What  are  their  Qualifications  ? 
Special  Preparations  for  Lay  Preaching,  Books  and  Authors  to 
be  Used,  etc.  I  was  gratified  to  see  the  impression  made  on 
the  audience  of  the  New  York  State  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention 
last  September,  at  Schenectady,  as  Thane  Miller's  letter  was  read 
urging  .the  introduction  of  Laymen's  Institutes.  A  month  later, 
at  Mansfield,  the  Ohio  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  devoted  an 
hour  to  Laymen's  Institutes,  which  was,  for  the  day  sessions, 
the  hour  of  the  Convention.  At  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  in  last  August 
an  Institute  of  four  days,  was  introduced  by  a  union  of  all  the 
prayer  meetings  of  the  city.  Children's  and  young  people's 
meetings  were  held  each  day.  Topics  and  question  drawers, 
with  short  addresses,  open-air  services,  and  visiting  by  the 
women,  among  the  outcast  and  fallen,  were  the  leading  features 
of  the  sessions.  The  recent  Institute  at  the  beautiful  rooms  of 
the  San  Francisco  Association,  covering  two  weeks,  with  seven 
evening  and  five  afternoon  sessions,  was  a  decided  success. 
Here,  as  in  many  places,  there  has  not  been  the  fullest  under- 
standing and  heartiest  co-operation  between  the  ministers  and 
the  Association,  but  after  so  many  days  of  mingling,  it  was  not 
strange  that  a  prominent  pastor  should  say,  "My  pulpit  is 
open  any  Sabbath  night,  (with  due  notice)  to  a  committee  to 
present  the  Association  work,  and  take  a  collection  to  prosecute 
it,"  to  which  others  heartily  responded. 

Toledo,  (X,  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  other  places  bear 
testimony  to  the  efficacy  and  wisdom  of  a  Laymen's  Institute. 
A  very  effective  one  was  lately  held  at  Petaluma,  CaL,  which 
closed  after  nine  consecutive  evenings,  with  an  equal  number 
of  young  peoples'  and  children's  meetings  held  at  4  p.  h. 

A  Layman's  Institute  is  easily  constituted.  Call  a  committee 
of  pastors  and  a  leading  layman  from  each  of  the  churches,  and 
spread  out  the  work  before  God.  Choose  the  topics  and  parties 
to  open  them  and  conduct  the  question  drawer.  Attend  all 
the  sessions  faithfully  and  prayerfully,  solemnly  resolving  to 
hold  the  ground  gained ;  and  Christ  will  be  honored." 

POWER  OP  A  WORKING  PASTOR  AND  CHURCH. 
The  immediate  effects  of  Mr.  Spurgeon's  oratory,  are  ever 
less  striking  than  the  numerous  works  of  beneficence  and  the 
elaborate  ecclesiastical  system  which,  around  the  Metropolitan 
Tabernacle  as  their  centre,  have  grown  up  during  the  last  17 
years,  as  the  indirect  results  of  his  preaching  and  personal  influ- 
ence. Never  did  I  witness  a  happier  Bight  than  that  which  greet- 
ed me  inside  the  walls  of  Mr.  Spurgeon's  Orphanage  at  Stockwell, 
in  contrast  to  the  dull,  dark  February  morning  outside.  Here 
some  135  boys  are  boarded,  clothed,  and  taught.  They  are 
lodged — not  in  large  uncomfortable  corridors  and  halls,  but  in 
separate  houses,  presided  over  by  matrons — each  a  little  home 
in  itself.  It  was  "visiting"  day  when  I  was  there;  but  even 
the  attractions  of  indulgent  relatives  were  not  sufficient  to 
distract  the  attention  of  chubby  juveniles  from  Mr.  Spurgeon, 
whom  they  hailed  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  unmingled 
with  the  smallest  awe. 

From  the  Orphanage  I  passed  to  the  Almshouses  and  Schools 
at  Newington ;  I  was  struck   with  the  perfect  order  which 


reigned.  One  hundred  and  thirty  boys  moved  like  one  com- 
pact mass,  and  sang  their  part-songs  most  creditably.  Thence  I 
passed  to  the  Tabernacle  itself.  This  is  not  simply  a  "  preach- 
ing-shop," closed  and  doing  nothing  from  Sunday  to  Sunday. 
It  is  a  perfect  hive  of  busy  workers,  from  seven  every  morning 
until  night  The  rooms  behind  and  under  this  vast  edifice  aro 
appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Pastor's  College,  where  young 
men  are  trained  for  the  ministry  without  expense.  They  are 
boarded  singly,  also  free,  with  families  residing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood— a  plan  adopted  partly  to  avoid  the  temptations  of 
"  collegiate"  life,  and  also  to  fit  the  young  men  for  the  humblo 
positions  in  life  most  of  them  are  destined  to  occupy.  Here 
again,  dropping  in  quite  unexpectedly,  we  found  every  one  at 
his  post,  and  the  whole  complicated  machinery  working  with- 
out a  hitch!  In  one  room  we  opened  the  door  on  some  thirty 
or  forty  young  men  celebrating  the  Lord's  Supper.  In  another 
we  found  an  aged  lady,  with  about  twenty  grown-up  girls 
around  her,  conducting  a  Bible-class.  In  the  spacious  rooms 
below,  tables  were  being  laid  for  1600  for  tea,  as  the  annual 
church  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  evening.  A  secretary 
with  two  clerks  under  him,  besides  Mr.  Spurgeon's  private 
secretary,  form  the  staff  required  for  conducting  the  correspon- 
dence. Nor  was  this  all.  In  another  room  was  a  man  up  to 
his  eyes  in  books,  whose  business  it  was  to  manage  the  "  col- 
portage  ;"  whilst  in  yet  another  was  a  sort  of  local  Mudie's, 
where  boxes  of  books  are  packed  and  sent  to  former  students, 
now  pastors  of  outlying  chapels,  and  by  them  circulated  from 
one  to  the  other. 

Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the  discipline  of  this  body, 
which  we  are  apt  to  underrate.  Certainly  no  system  of  direction 
that  ever  was  organized  could  equal  the  hold  which,  by  means 
of  his  elders  and  deacons,  this  pastor  has  over  his  flock.  "  I 
have  4200  members  on  my  church  books,"  said  he,  "and  if  one 
of  them  got  tipsy  I  should  know  it  before  the  week  was  out." 
The  records  of  admission  to  the  church,  of  "  dismission  "  to 
other  churches  and  reception  from  them,  are  kept  with  the 
precision  of  a  merchant's  books;  whilst  each  member  of  the 
church  has  a  set  of  twelve  communion-tickets,  all  ready  per- 
forated, with  dates  printed,  one  of  which  he  or  she  is  expected 
to  tear  off  and  put  in  the  plate  each  month,  to  attest  presence 
at  "  the  ordinance." — From  the  London  Daily  Telegraph. 

MORE  LOVE  TO  THEE,  O  CHRIST. 

More  love  to  Thee,  O  Christ, 

More  love  to  Thee  I 
Hear  Thou  the  prayer  I  make. 

On  bended  knee ; 
This  is  my  earnest  plea — 
More  love,  O  Christ,  to  Thee 

More  love  to  Thee  I 
Once  earthly  joy  I  craved. 

Sought  peace  and  rest, 
Now  Thee  alone  I  seek, 

Give  what  is  best : 
This  all  my  prayer  shall  be —    . 
More  love,  O  Christ,  to  Thee 

More  love  to  Thee  I 
Let  sorrow  do  its  work. 

Send  grief  and  pain, 
Sweet  are  Thy  messengers, 

Sweet  their  refrain, 
When  they  can  sing  with  me — 
More  love,  O  Christ,  to  Thee, 

More  love  to  Thee  1 
Then  shall  my  latest  breath 

Whisper  Thy  praise, 
This  be  the  parting  cry 

My  heart  shall  raise, 
This  still  its  prayer  shall  bo- 
More  love,  O  Christ,  to  Thee, 

More  love  to  Thee  I 
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THE  BELOVED  PHYSICIAN. 
H.  A.  Nelson,  D.  D. 

Tnua  gratefully  and  affectionately  does  the  Apostle  Paul 
designate  Luke,  the  inspired  writer  of  the  third  Gospel,  and  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  From  these  narratives  we  learn  that 
he  attended  Paul  in  a  large  part  of  his  journeyings ;  and  later 
when  the  Apostle  was  a  prisoner  in  Rome,  he  writes  to  Timothy 
after  recording  the  sad  and  trying  defection  of  hypocritcol 
Christian  friends:  "  only  Luke  is  with  me."  Not  improbably,  in 
his  imprisonment,  and  after  so  many  hardships  and  exposures, 
Paul  needed  his  friend's  professional  attendance,  and  no  doubt 
his  abounding  patience  and  tender  care,  produced  that  endear- 
ment which  won  from  Paul  the  precious  designation,  "the 
beloved  physician." 

We  may  well  congratulate  the  medical  profession,  that  one  of 
their  number  was  divinely  called  to  write  so  important  portions 
of  the  New  Testament  histories,  and  to  be  in  such  close  rela- 
tions with  the  writer  of  most  of  the  Epistles.  Yet  it  is  a 
distinction  that  seems  very  natural,  for  the  responsibilities  and 
opportunities  of  those  who  practice  the  healing  art  can  hardly 
be  exaggerated.  They  demand  the  best  mental  powers  sustained, 
by  the  highest  mental  and  moral  culture.  Precious  interests 
are  indeed  entrusted  to  the  physician  in  the  health  of  neighbors 
and  friends,  of  families  and  communities.  But  this  is  not  all- 
He  is  admitted  to  the  most  confidential  relations,  no  other  man 
has  such  access  to  homes;  to  no  one  else — save  perhaps  the 
pastor — are  the  most  delicate  secrets  so  often  entrusted.  Here 
is  rare  opportunity  to  mould  the  sentiment  of  a  community. 
Ho  who  has  the  most  influence  in  the  families  of  a  neigh- 
borhood is  the  strongest  man  in  it.  Men  in  other  positions 
operate  more  conspicuously,  but  not  therefore  more  effec- 
tively. An  influence  which  slowly  and  silently  pervades,  may 
after  a  while,  be  found  far  more  effective  than  that  which 
more  visibly  and  conspicuously  assails.  The  penetrating  rays 
arc  stronger  than  the  boisterous  wind.  A  shrewd  physician, 
of  corrupt  principles,  may  more  dangerously  poison  the  public 
mind  than  an  eloquent  preacher  of  heresy.  It  may  be  much 
harder  to  silence  him,  it  may  be  quite  impossible  to  meet  his 
poison  with  effectual  antidotes.  It  is  like  contending  against 
invisible  malaria,  "  the  pestilence  that  walkcth  in  darkness." 
On  the  contrary,  how  delightful  and  beneficient  is  the  influence 
of  the  beloved  Christian  physician,  blessing  homes  and  making 
lives  more  pure  and  happy.  If  God  blesses  his  skill  and  care  to 
the  sparing  of  a  precious  life,  he  is  thenceforth  linked,  in  the 
minds  of  all  the  family,  with  their  most  tender  and  thankful 
memories.  And  when  the  result  is  different  and  skill  is  unavail- 
ing, how  often  does  the  last  look  of  dying  eyes  upon  tho  dear- 
est objects  of  earthly  affection,  fall  also  upon  the  form  of  the 
beloved  physician  standing  among  them,  his  presence  and 
solemn  composure  calming  agitation,  and  helping  the  mourn- 
ers to  cease  from  man  and  look  to  God  only  1  He  who  thus 
ministers  to  the  suffering,  bereaved,  dying  children  of  men, 
holds  a  most  important  and  responsible  position.  His  influence 
for  good  can  be  exerted  and  felt  in  many  directions. 

No  one  else  can  do  more  than  he  for  the  cause  of  temperance, 
I  use  this  term  both  in  its  more  common,  and  also  in  its  broader 
and  more  proper  sense.  Who  can  dissuade  men  from  the  use 
of  intoxicating  drink,  if  not  he  who  professionally  can  testify  to 
its  destructive  effects  upon  the  bodily  organs— can  trace  its  fiery 
course  through  the  veins  and  show  how  its  maddening  fumes  pen- 
etrate the  brain.  Who  else  shall  more  effectively  worn  youth 
against  all  other  kinds  of  intemperance — all  excessive  and  illicit 
Indulgence — than  he  who  can  show  in  awful  scientific  demon- 
stration, how  fearfully  such  "  sins  of  youth  "  "  fill  the  bones  " 
with  lifelong  pain,  and  the  whole  body  with  torturing  remind- 


ers of  His  displeasure  who  made  our  bodies  for  pure  and  holy 
uses? 

The  Christian  physician  has  admirable  opportunities  for 
personal  religion*  intercourse  with  men  and  women.  He  is  the 
trusted  attendant,  in  times  of  suffering  and  fear,  through  the  wea- 
ry yet  hopeful  days  of  convalescence'  and  during  months  of  slow 
and  inevitable  decline.  More  competent  than  others  to  choose 
the  best  time  for  presenting  "  words  fitly  spoken  "  he  also  knows 
when  calm  silence  can  most  effectively  commend  the  religious 
faith  of  which  it  testifies.  Having  such  advantages,  I  know 
not  how  to  estimate  highly  enough  the  power  of  "  the  beloved 
physician  "  to  benefit  the  souls  of  those  to  whose  bodies,  or  in 
whose  families  he  ministers.  God  give  us  many  such  from 
among  our  young  men. 

But  while  his  opportunities  are  great,  his  exposures  seem 
proportioned  to  them.  His  privation  of  rest  is  a  serious  trial. 
Not  only  are  the  hours  of  sleep  frequently  invaded,  but  the 
needed  Sabbath  rest  is  denied  him.  To  visit  the  severely  sick, 
is  a  work  of  necessity  and  mercy ;  new  and  sudden  calls  may 
not  be  refused.  But  (what  tries  him  most)  not  a  few,  covetous 
of  week-day  time,  take  unnecessarily  the  Lord's  day  to  call  on 
the  physician,  for  consultation.  Even  the  vestibule  of  the 
sanctuary  is  sometimes  chosen  as  the  place  in  which  to  waylay 
the  church-going  physician,  and  rob  him  of  his  opportunity  for 
worship  and  instruction. 

Unreasonable  censure  also  he  must  bear.-  Ho  will  make  mis- 
takes, for  he  is  not  infallible.  Surely  he  is  guilty  for  any  heed- 
lessness, and  for  any  ignorance  which  diligent  study  or  more 
careful  observation  could  have  removed.  But  oar  censure, 
because  a  patient  whom  we  love  is  not  cured,  is  often  an  act 
of  cruel  injustice  which  we  would  not  commit  if  we  were  wise 
or  magnanimous. 

Vicious  Patrons  are  a  severe  trial  The  beloved  physician,  should 
doubtless,  like  our  Father  in  Heaven,  shower  his  beneficence  on 
the  evil  and  the  good  impartially.  But  shall  he  use  his  noble 
art  to  make  the  paths  of  vice  easy ;  to  conceal  the  shame  of 
sin ;  crush  innocent  life  in  its  germ,  and  favor  selfish  and  guilty 
indulgence?  God  help  him  who  is  approached,  in  the  invio- 
lablencss  of  professional  confidence,  with  such  allurements.  The 
God  of  Joseph  and  of  Daniel  will  bring  him  to  honor,  if  he 
steadfastly  resists  the  temptation,  and  deals  faithfully  with 
tho  sinner. 

Thero  are  tendencies  to  infidelity,  to  which  the  physician  is 
peculiarly  liable.  Medical  science  furnishes  some  of  the  strong- 
est supports  of  Natural  Theology,  and  some  of  the  best  proofs 
of  Christianity.  Perhaps  the  very  best  popular  treatise  on  the 
"  cause  and  cure  of  infidelity "  was  written  by  a  physician. 
No  one  has  better  opportunity  than  he,  to  know  how  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  we  are  made,  or  better  reason  to  revere  the 
wisdom  and  goodness  of  him  who  made  us.  Yet  there  are 
some  peculiar  exposures  to  those  influences  upon  the  heart  which 
lead  to  infidelity.  Blunted  sensibilities  are  the  worst  hindrance 
to  right  beliefs.  The  human  frame  is  not  always  examined 
and  studied  with  the  reverent  seriousness  which  its  relations 
to  the  departed  spirit,  and  to  the  Divine  Framer  of  its  won  ders 
deserve.  Familiarity  with  all  the  organs  and  processes  of 
physical  life,  so  full  of  mystery  to  the  uninitiated,  if  the  study 
of  them  is  not  all  along  connected  with  reverential  views  of  God, 
may  destroy  the  mind's  sensibility  to  manifestations  of  him. 
Then  when  one  loses  the  recognition  of  God  in  his  curious 
and  marvellous  working,  it  is  easy  not  to  recognize  him  in  his 
holy  word.  Young  men,  students  of  medical  science,  beware 
of  such  evil  influences.  Study  the  human  frame — all  its  won- 
derful parts  and  organs,  reverently.  Keep  God  with  you  now : 
for  you  will  need  him  with  you,  amid  the  solemn  cores  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  your  noble  calling. 
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CHAPTER  T 

Hobaos  had  nearly  recovered  his  youthful  vigor,  and  was  in 
the  midst  of  unusual  activity,  when  tho  illness  of  his  father  called 
him  home.  This  illness  proved  to  be  sharp  and  brief,  and  ended 
in  a  peaceful  DEATH.  Thus  he  was  left  without  a  single  near  rela- 
tive on  earth,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  train  to  return  to  the 
city,  with  a  sense  of  isolation  that  saddened  and  depressed  him. 
Life  looked  hard  ;  it  wos'nt  paying  its  way,  ho  thought ;  his  lame 
leg  was  giving  him  a  good  deal  of  discomfort,  or  rather  his  artifi- 
cial leg  was.  It  seemed  a  dismal  prospect  to  be  always  suffering 
thus. 

He  was  in  this  mood  when  at  a  wayside  station  four  young  girls, 
escorted  by  a  very  assiduous  young  man,  entered  the  train  and 
seated  themselves  right  behind  him ;  or  rather  the  girls  did  so. 
The  assiduous  young  man  arranged  them  to  their  liking  and  then 
withdrew.  He  had  placed  them  face  to  face  with  each  other,  and 
as  soon  as  the  train  moved  off,  they  began  to  talk  and  to  chatter 
and  to  laugh  as  only  American  girls  do  talk  and  laugh  in  public 
-vehicles,  and  he  could  not  help  hearing  all  they  said,  as  did  every- 
body around  them. 

"Canyon  ride  backwards,  Mag V  cried  ow,  "And  con  you, 
Lou  V  How  fortunate,  for  neither  of  us  can  endure  it,  can  we, 
Kan  ?"  To  which  "  Nan "  assented  vehemently,  and  then  there 
was  a  little  whispering  till  Nan,  warming  with  her  subject,  began 
to  talk  quite  loudly  again. 

"  I'll  tell  you  all  about  it.  You  see  when  he  first  proposed  to 
enlist,  she  mode  a  time  about  It,  and  said  and  did  all  she  could  to 
alter  his  resolution.  But  go  he  would,  and  go  he  did,  and  she 
gave  him  fair  warning  that  if  he  were  maimed  or  disfigured  or 
anything,  she  should  break  off  with  him."  "  What  a  horrid  thing 
she  must  have  been  I"  cried  Lou. 

"  Well — it  wos'nt  as  if  she  did'nt  give  him  fair  warning.  Do 
you  think  it  was,  Jo  V 

"Jo"  inclined  to  be  non-committal.  But  on  the  whole  she 
should  prefer,  herself,  to  marry  a  man  with  two  legs. 

"  Of  course,"  Mag  here  put  in  in  a  low  voice,  which  Horace 
heard,  however,  for  she  sat  just  behind  his  head, "  but  you  see 
they  were  engaged.  That  alters  the  case.  She  had  no  right  to 
break  off  a  solemn  engagement." 

"  As  to  that  there  was  not  much  solemnity  about  it,  till  our  Mag 
must  needs  put  her  finger  into  the  pie.  Well,  to  go  on.by  and 
by  he  comes  home  with  one  empty  coat  sleeve  and  a  frightful 
great  red  scar  in  one  cheek.  She  fainted  dead  away  when  she 
saw  him  and  it  made  her  so  nervous  to  look  at  him  that  he  only 
went  to  see  her  occasionally.  And  then  it  got  rumored  about  the 
village  that  the  engagement  was  broken  off.  Now  comes  in  the 
ridiculous  part.    Our  Mag" — 

"  Don't,  Annie,  don't,"  pleaded  Mag.    "  Peoplo  will  hear  you !" 

"  111  speak  lower,  then.  What  does  our  Mag  do,  but  march  to 
see  her  and,  first  coax,  and  then  upbraid,  and  then" 

"  Oh  Annie  .1  It  is'nt  fair  to  tell  that  1"  said  Mag's  suppressed  voice 
once  more. 

"  Stop  your  ears  if  you  don't  like  to  hear  it,  you  dear  little  goose, 
you  I    Our  Mag  got  down  on  her  knees  and  prayed  about  it  1" 

"  Well,  well/'  cried  Jo  and  Lou  in  a  breath,  while  Horace  felt 
like  shaking  them,  for  he  was  sure  that  the  unseen  Mag  was  cry. 
ing- 

"  I  could'nt  help  it  I"  she  said,  "  I  pitied  him  so,  and  ho  seemed 
so  heart  broken.  To  think  what  sacrifices  he  had  made  for  his 
country,  and  how  thankful  a  girl  with  a  heart  as  big  as  " — 

"  A  peppermint  r"  suggested  Nan. 

"  Yes  as  big  as  a  peppermint,"  said  Mag  waxing  wroth,  "how 
thankful  a  girl  with  the  very  least  speck  of  heart  would  have 


been  to  spend  her  whole  life  in  making  him  forget  what  he  had 
lost. 

"  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  ¥'  asked  Lou.  "  Perhaps  Maggio 
may  console  him  herself." 

All  three  laughed  at  this  very  witty  suggestion,  and  Nan  re- 
plied, 

"  Oh  no,  he  would'nt  do  for  Mag.  He  is  a  very  common  sort  of 
fellow.  We  would'nt  let  him  look  at  her:  But  he'll  find  some- 
body, no  doubt,  before  long.  That's  tho  way  with  men.  Mean- 
while we  are  going  to  carry  Maggie  off  out  of  his  reach,  lest  what 
with  her  patriotism,  and  what  with  her  pity,  she  should  throw 
herself  into  his  arms." 

"  She  could'nt  do  that,  for  according  to  you,  he  has  but  one  arm," 
said  Jo,  laughing. 

"  I  don't  see  how  you  can  joke  about  such  things  "  said  Mag. 

"  They  seem  to  me  almost  too  sacred  to  speak  of.  Think  of  losing 
so  much  as  one  of  your  owu  fingers  1  For  my  part  I  never  sea  a 
wounded  soldier  without  wishing  I  might  say  one  kind  word  to 
him  if  I  could  do  nothing  more." 

"  Oh  your  fate  is  sealed,"  said  Nan,  "  you'll  marry  the  first  one- 
legged  animal  that  comes  along,  j  ust  out  of  pity.  But  if  I  were  a 
man  I  should  want  to  be  loved  for  myself,  not  from  compassion." 

Miss  Maggie  vouchsafing  no  answer,  the  conversation  thence- 
forth flagged  a  little,  and  at  last  the  four  girls  relapsed  into  entire 
silence,  and  Horace  was  left  to  not  a  few  mingled  emotions. 
"  Warm-hearted,  and  patriotic  and  gentle !  "  he  said  to  himself, 
and  a  girl  who  can  get  down  on  her  knees ;  all  this  I  know  of 
"  our  Mag,"  and  yet  have  not  so  much  as  seen  her  1  She  would 
marry  even  me,  out  of  pity." 

But  at  that  thought  he  shrugged  his  shoulders. 

"  Passengers  for  Beverly  will  change  cars  I "  shouted  the  conduc- 
tor, a  few  hours  later,  whereupon  great  confusion  arose  among 
Horace's  fair  neighbors. 

"  Mercy  on  us  1  I  had  no  idea  we  were  to  change  cars ! "  cried 
Lou,  "  Where  is  my  travelling-bag  ?  Has  any  one  seen  my  water- 
proof?   Make  haste,  Jo,  we  shall  be  carried  off  as  sure  as  fate." 

So  they  were  going  off,  and  he  should  hear  their  gay  talk  no 
more ;  going  away  when  he  had  not  had  a  glimpse  of  one  of  them, 
especially  "  our  Mag  1" 

"  I  dare  say  she's  red-haired  and  coarse  and  freckled,"  he  said 
to  himself,  "  but  I  must  and  will  see  her ; "  and  he  started  up  with 
ono  of  his  most  graceful  bows,  and  with  an  "  Allow  me  to  assist 
you,  young  ladles,"  was  right  in  the  midst  of  them  in  a  moment. 

"  Thank  you ;  and  if  you  could  reach  down  my  travelling-bag, 
and  if  you  would  see  if  my  parasol  has  fallen  under  the  seat ;  and 
oh,  thank  you,  that's  it ! " 

They  were  all  mixed  up  together  so  that  he  did  not  know  which 
was  which,  but  he  was  conscious  of  a  sense  of  relief  when  he  found 
that  he  was  to  part  company  with  only  two ;  the  lively  "  Nan  " 
and  "  Our  Mag  "  remained  behind.  The  whole  scene  occupied  not 
more  than  three  minutes,  and  then  the  train  moved  on,  and  he 
gave  a  curious  look  at  the  two  sisters  who  were  absorbed  in  getting 
to  rights  after  the  flight  of  their  companions. 

At  another  time  he  would  have  been  struck  with  the  brightness 
of  the  one  face,  and  the  sweet  earnestness  of  the  other,  but  Maggie's 
surprised,  glad  smile  of  evident  recognition  quite  startled  him. 

"  Who  is  she  ?  Where  can  I  have  met  her  ?  he  vainly  asked 
himself.  But  he  had  presence  of  mind  enough  not  to  ask  her,  and 
he  did  not  pretend  to  conceal  that  he  was  glad  to  see  her,  trusting 
soon  to  learn,  in  conversation,  who  she  really  was. 

"  1  hope  you  have  been  well  since  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,"  he  began  hypocritically,  and  seating  himself  before  her. 

"  Oh  yes,  I  am  always  well.  This  is  my  sister  Annie ;  she  has 
never  seen  you,  but  has  often  heard  me  speak  of  you,  have'nt  you, 
Annie?" 

"Very  likely,"  returned  Annie,  cooly.  "But  I  should  know 
better  if  you  would  beJund  enough  to  mention  the  name  of  your 
friend." 

-  Mr.  Wheeler,"  Horace  hastily  put  in. 
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"Then  I  can  say,  positively,  that  I  never,  in  my  life  heard  you 
speak  of  him,"  cried  Annie. 

"  Why  yes,  Annie ;  don't  you  remember  ?  HoweveT,  as  I  was 
never  introduced  to  him,  and  till  this  moment,  never  heard  his 
name,  except,"  she  added  smiling  "his  christian  name." 

"  Horrace,"  suggested  our  hero. 

"  Tee,  Horace,"  said  Maggie. 

"  Qh  t "  quoth  Annie,  looking  very  closely  and  curiously  at  him, 
"  and  so  you  are  Horace  ?  " 

He  felt  not  a  little  flattered  that  this  sweet  looking  Maggie  had 
spoken  of  him  to  her  sister,  but  how  happened  it  that  she  remem- 
'  bered  him  when  he  had  so  completely  forgotten  her  T  But  as  he 
did  not  expect  to  see  her  again,  but  to  lose  her  as  soon  as  the  train 
reached  the  city,  he  determined  to  make  the  most  of  the  time 
remaining.  It  was  far  pleasanter  to  chat  with  those  pretty  girls, 
and  such  girls  I  than  to  sit  storing  out  of  the  window  getting  his 
eyes  full  of  cinders.  And  so  he  went  on  exactly  as  if  they  had 
been  friends  for  years,  and  from  a  light  skirmish  they  at  last  got 
into  open  warfare.  Maggie  had  read  everything  there  was  to  read 
about  the  state  of  the  country,  and  had  some  very  positive  opin- 
ions of  her  own  which  did  not  agree  with  his.  And  though  she 
was  so  gentle  and  lady-like  in  every  look  and  tone,  she  would  not 
yield  to  him  an  inch.  "  But  I  ought  to  know,  because  I  was  in  the 
army  several  years,"  he  said,  at  last. 

"In  the  army!    Then  why  are  you  not  in  it,  now  ? " 

"  I  was  honorably  discharged,"  he  replied,  and  tried  to  change 
the  subject,  but  she  would  not  let  him. 

"  lam  so  disappointed  in  you,"  she  said.  " I  did  not  think  you 
were  one  of  the  sort  to  get  discharged  while  your  country  was  still 
in  such  peril  t " 

Horace  was  embarrassed.  After  what  he  had  overboard,  he 
could  not  allude  to  the  occasion  of  his  discharge,  so  he  muttered 
something  about  being  ill. 

"  Oh,  but  you  are  quite  well  now,  are  you  not,  and  you  will 
enter  the  army  again,  wont  you?" 

"  That's  the  way  she  talks  to  everybody,"  said  Annie,  naturally 
misunderstanding  his  increased  embarrassment.  "Mother  says 
she  goes  too  far." 

"  One  can  hardly  go  too  far  in  a  good  cause,"  he  said,  and  then 
the  conversation  became  less  animated ;  he  had  evidently  lost 
ground  with  Maggie,  and  she  had  less  to  say. 

And  now  the  train  went  thundering  into  the  depot,  and  he  had 
not  learned  who  they  were,  and  where  they  lived.  It  would  have 
been  better,  he  thought,  if  he  had  at  the  outset,  frankly  owned  his 
ignorance,  but  that  would'nt  do,  now. 

"  We  shall  see  you  before  long,  I  suppose,"  said  Annie,  as  they 
parted. 
•  "  Certainly ;  that  to— I  should  be  happy  "— 

"  Oh,  Annie  did  not  mean  that  you  should  call  on  purpose  to  see 
us.  She  only  thought  you  would  be  in  and  out,  more  or  less 
while  we  are  in  town,  and  that  will  be  several  weeks,"  said  Mag- 
gie. So  their  home  was  not  in  the  city,  as  he  had  taken  it  for 
granted  it  was,  and  his  chance  of  stumbling  upon  them  by  accident 
was  limited  to  a  few  weeks.  In  his  eagerness  he  ran,  after  the 
carriage  which  was  driving  off  with  them,  saying, 

"  But  you  have  not  told  me  where  you  are  to  be  found  V 

"  At  the  same  dear  old  place,"  replied  Maggie,  as  the  carriage 
drove  on.  He  stood  looking  after  it  in  no  little  perplexity.  They 
would  think  it  very  strange  if  he  should  not  call ;  and  besides, 
they  were  nice,  pleasant  girls,  and  it  was  a  shame  to  let  the  ac- 
quaintance end  here. 

"  Why  did'nt  I  take  a  carriage  and  drive  after  them  V  he  won- 
dered, and  then  he  went  home,  and  pondered  over  the  events  of 
the  day,  and  the  strange  conversation  he  had  overheard,  and  asked 
himself  what "  our  Mag  "  would  say  and  do  if  she  only  knew  on 
whose  ears  it  had  fallen. 

"  It  would  nearly  kill  the  sensitive  little  thing,"  he  said  to  him- 
self, "and  111  not  repeat  a  word  of  H,  lest  in  some  round-about 


way,  it  should  get  back  to  her.  These  were  among  his  last 
thoughts  before  he  went  to  sleep  that  night,  and  this  accounted, 
he  fancied,  for  the  fact  that  her  image,  sweet  and  fresh,  came  to 
him  with  his  first  waking  ones,  next  day.  But  why  she  should  go 
where  ever  he  went,  why  she  should  flit  in  and  out  of  his  office 
was  not  so  obvious.  He  laughed  at  himself,  said  it  would  pass  in 
a  day  or  two,  and  entered  into  his  usual  pursuits  with  unusual 
ardor. 

"I  have  got  off  the  business  track,"  he  thought,  "by  absence 
from  it ;  and  my  brain  is  confused  by  the  journey,  yesterday." 
But  when  ho  was  riding  up  town  after  his  day's  work  was  over, 
she  came  into  the  stage  too,  and  when  he  sat  down  to  dinner,  she 
sat  down  by  his  side.  Oh,  Maggie* how  could  you?  He  tried  to 
shake  her  off  in  vain,  and  as  he  knew  Aunt  Jane  would  be  expect- 
ing  him  in  the  evening,  he  set  forth  for  her  house,  and  our  Mag- 
gie went  with  him.  Or  rather,  there  she  was,  at  Aunt  Jane's  side, 
in  a  pretty  blue  dress ;  she  and  her  sister  Annie,  in  living  form. 

Conscious  as  he  was  of  the  way  in  which  she  had  filled  his 
thoughts  all  day,  and  quite  taken  by  surprise  by  finding  her  here, 
he  was  thrown  entirely  off  his  guard,  and  stood  before  the  two, 
quite  speechless. 

But  he  soon  recovered  himself,  and  when  he  heard  both  girls 
address  Mrs.  Faulkner  as  "  Aunt  Jane,"  it  flashed  upon  him  where 
and  when  he  had  seen  Maggie  before. 

I  hope,  my  dear  cousins,"  he  began,  recovering  his  usual  ease 
of  manner,  "  that  I  find  you  quite  well  after  yesterday's  journey  f" 

"  We  are  quiteawell,  dear  cousin,"  said  Annie,  laughing,  "  only 
Maggie  is  troubled  with  a  few  anxious  fears  lest  you  may  have 
overheard  some  of  our  careless  talk ;  but  you  did'nt,  I  am  sure  f 
Never  was  mortal  man  more  tempted  to  tell  a  downright  lie.  But 
he  got  off,  for  the  time  at  least,  by  declaring— 

"  Of  course  I  heard  every  word,  and  wrote  it  down  in  my  jour- 
nal, before  I  slept  I"  "  Ah,  I  knew  you  could'nt  have  heard,''  said 
Annie,  "  though  to  be  sure,  if  you  had,  no  harm  would  have  been 
done."  And  then  they  passed  a  pleasant  evening.  Horace  spoke 
of  his  father,  and  finding  both  girls  interested,  read  a  little  record 
he  had  made  of  his  pleasant  sayings  during  his  last  days  on  earth. 

"  And  you  were  just  returning  from  this  beautiful  death-bed, 
yesterday  ?"  asked  Maggie.  "  Then  how  our  laughing  and  talk- 
ing so  near  you  must  have  jarred  upon  you  •" 

"  On  the  contrary  ,it  quite  diverted  my  mind  from  some  sober 
thoughts,"  he  returned. 

"  Then  you  did  hear,  after  all  1 "  she  cried,  crimsoning  to  her  very 
fingers'  end.    "  Oh  Annie,  What  did  we  say  ?  " 

"  You  spoke  of  me,  for  one  thing,"  said  Horace.' 

"  Now  I  know  you  did  not  hear,"  said  Maggie,  "  for  we  never 
once  mentioned  you." 

But  she  did  not  add,  as  she  might  have  done,  "  I  thought  of  you 
too  much  to  speak  of  you,"  and  after  a  delightful  evening  he  went 
away  in  such  an  enraptured  state  of  mind  that  he  left  his  cane 
behind  him,  which  made  it  necessary  that  he  should  go  for  it  the 
next  evening. 

Meanwhile  he  was  becoming  a  marvel  to  himself.  He  caught' 
himself  twenty  times  while  sitting  in  his  office,  alone, 
or  when  passing  through  the  streets,  mentally  conversing  with 
Maggie ;  telling  her  his  whole  story,  even  confiding  to  her  to  what 
new,  and  blessed  heights  of  Christian  faith  and  love  he  had  climbed 
of  late.  And  how  he  felt  that  he  had  her  full  sympathy,  though 
he  had  heard  only  one  little  sentence  about  her  that  said  she 
prayed  when  she  was  greatly  moved,  whatever  she  might  do  at 
other  times. 

"  I  never  knew  anything  like  it  I "  he  said  to  himself  at  last  in 
despair.  "  It  must  be  that  my  father's  death  makes  me  tender 
towards  everybody," 

Yet  it  was  not  to  commune  with  every  body  that  he  presented 
himself  at  Aunt  Jane's  again  so  soon;  It  was  only  to  get  his 
cane. 

Aunt  Jane  could  hardly  repress  a  smile  when  she  saw  Horace 
enter.    For  she  had  happened  to  see  the  cone  in  the  hall,  and  knew 
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it  to  be  his,  because  it  was  her  own  gift  to  him,  and  she  knew  that 
dependant  as  he  was  upon  it,  he  had  not  left  it  by  accident. 

"  I  hope  the  young  ladies  are  well,"  he  said,  after  waiting  somo 
timo  in  the  vain  hope  of  seeing  them  make  their  appearance. 

"  They  are  quite  well,"  she  said,  but  was  so  cruel  as  not  to 
explain  the  occasion  of  their  absence. 

"  What  a  precious  fool  I  have  made  of  myself  by  coming  this 
evening ! "  he  thought.  "  For  of  course  I  can't  come  to-morrow;  it 
would  look  too  marked. 

"  I  was  going  to  invite  you  to  dine  with  us  to-morrow,  said  Aunt 
Jane,  and  take  tho  girls  to  church." 

Horace  started. 

"Don't  look  so  amazed,"  she  said,  "I  only  put  two  and  two 
together.  Tou  left  your  cane  last  night  as  an  excuse  for  coining 
again,  and  you  have  sat  two  minutes  in  perfect  silence,  meditating, 
instead  of  making  yourself  agreeable.  One  of  my  girls,  or  both 
of  them,  has  caught  you  at  last." 

"  Oh  no  "  he  cried  1  Not  but  that  they  are  pleasant  girls  enough, 
bnt  "— 

Aunt  Jane  smiled. 

"  Don't  talk  to  me  about  "pleasant  girls/'  said  she,  but  tell  me 
which  it  is  you  want?  Why,  hitherto  you  have  been  in  such  a 
hurry  to  come  and  boast  of  having  fallen  in  love  that  now  I  hardly 
know  you."    Then  thinking  she  had  gone  too  far,  she  added. 

"  They've  gone  to  dine  with  Mrs.  White.  She  has  known  them 
this  long  time,  and  is  fond  of,  them  both  " 

Horace  feigned  indifference,  and  asked  some  trifling  questions 
about  a  blue  stocking  that  peeped  from  a  dainty  little  basket  upon 
the  table. 

"  That's  Maggie's  work,"  said  Aunt  Jane.  "  What  a  pity  that 
she  forgot  to  take  it  with  her  1  We  wanted  to  send  off  a  barrel 
to-morrow."  « 

"  I  should  think  you  would  need  a  hogshead  instead  of  a  bar- 
rel," said  Horace,  casting  his  eyes  about  the  room,  which,  like 
many  a  loyal  parlor  during  the  war,  was  full  of  shirts,  socks, 
handkerchiefs,  in  short  every  thing  conceivable  and  inconceivable 
that  a  soldier  could  want. 

"  So  I  told  the  girls  when  I  saw  the  trunk  they  brought  with 
them.  They  must  have  worked  like  two  beavers.  With  all  they 
have  to  do  I  can't  imagine  how  they  accomplish  so  much." 

"  Aunt  Jane,"  cried  Horace,  abruptly,  "  do  they  know  about — 
about  my  leg?" 

"  I  suppose  so.  But  let  me  think.  No,  on  the  whole  I  doubt  if 
they  do.'' 

"  They  must  have  observed  my  lameness." 

"  Perhaps  so." 

"  Unless  they  ask  a  direct  question  about  it  will  you  be  silent  as 
to  the  cause?" 

Aunt  Jane  looked  at  him  with  great  surprise. 

Was  he  going  to  try  to  gain  the  affections  of  one  of  them  under 
false  colors? 

But  his  honest  face  rebuked  this  unjust  suspicion. 

"  It  will  be  quite  easy  to  be  silent "  she  replied.  Both  girls  have 
too  much  delicacy  to  ask  questions  on  such  a  subject. 

"  1  should  think  one  cf  them  might  have,"  he  returned.  "  Do  you 
know  Aunt  Jane,  that  I  have  never  been  introduced  to  either  of 
them,  and  do  not  know  whether  thoy  ore  the  Misses  Snodgrass,  or 
the  Misses  Snooks?" 

"Upon  my  word  then  you  mode  yourself  quite  familiar  last 
evening,  calling  them  your  cousins,  and  all  that." 

"  But  you  know  I  hod  met  them  on  the  train,  and  overheard  any 
quantity  of  lively  talk  on  the  way." 

"  Indeed  ?  Then  I  am  ashamed  of  you  that  you  did  not  warn 
them  that  you  were  listening." 

"  Do  you  call  it  listening  when  a  parcel  of  girls  talk  loud  enough 
to  edify  the  whole  train  r 

"  Now  I  know  Maggie  Wyman  never  did  that  I" 

"  Perhaps  Maggie  in  particular  did  not,  but  I.  know  the  young 
ladies  in  general  did.  How  should  I  distinguish  who  said  this, 
or  who  said  that,  when  I  sat  tho  whole  time  with  my  back  to 
them  ?  And  as  to  any  little  secrets  I  was  so  lucky  as  to  hear,  I 
should  scorn  to  repeat  them." 

"Secrets  indeed!  Maggie  Wyman  shouting  her  secrets  into 
the  ears  of  tho  whole  train  I" 

"  Indeed,  Aunt  Jane,  I  never  insinuated  that  she  did.  So,  I  am 
to  come  to  dinner  to-morrow  night?  I  wonder  if  lean?  I  half 
promised  to  dine  with  Ben  Lowell. 

"Very  well;  dine  with  him  then,  and  welcome,"  she  said, 
demurely. 

"  Oh,  I  dare  say  he'll  let  me  off.  Yes,  I'll  come.  Anything  to 
please  you.    Where  did  you  pick  up  these  fair  maidens  V 

"  Oh  its  a  long  story,  and  I  can't  go  into  details.  I  have  known 
them  ever  since  they  were  little  girls.  After  tho  death  of  my  bus 
band  and  my  son,  my  health  was  all  broken  up  and  I  wanted  to 
get  out  of  the  city  into  some  quiet  place,  where  I  could  brood  over 
my  grief.  This,  you  know  was  before  I  purchased  my  present 
country  seat.     I  advertised,  and  friends  made  inquiries  for  me, 


and  at  lost  I  somehow  wandered  off  to  a  little  mountain  village 
whose  chief  attraction  lay  in  the  fact  of  its  obscurity  and  isolation. 
Tho  father  of  these  girls  was  the  minister  of  the  single  church 
there,  and  he  began  to  come  to  see  mo.  I  had  never  met  such  a 
single-hearted  unworldly  man :  at  the  very  first  interview  he  did 
me  good,  though  somewhat  younger  than  I.  Then  he  brought 
his  wife,  and  by  degrees  they  roused  me  from  the  despair  into 
which  I  had  fallen,  and  gave  me  my  first  conception  of  a  "  heart  at  lei- 
sure from  itself."  I  was  boarding  at  a  common  country  tavern,  amid 
many  discomforts,  and  really  suffered  for  want  of  many  things  that 
my  ill-health  made  necessary.  Almost  every  day,  therefore,  one 
or  both  these  girls,  then  six  and  eight  years  old,  came  to  bring  mo 
something  prepared  for  me  by  their  mother's  own  hands.  She  did 
it  from  the  purest  kindness  and  sympathy ;  inferring  that  poverty 
only  could  induce  mo  to  take  up  my  abode  in  such  poor  quarters. 
I  naturally  wanted  to  mako  some  return,  and  as  my  health  began 
to  improve,  proposed  that  the  little  girls  should  come  to  me  for 
daily  lessons.  This  proved  to  be  as  great  a  benediction  to  me  as 
to  them :  I  learned  to  love  them  dearly,  and  they  filled  up  and 
kept  warm  some  of  the  empty  places  in  my  heart.  The  whole 
thing  ended  in  my  going  to  the  parsonage  to  spend  summer  after 
summer,  and  gaining  in  the  beautiful.  Christian  home  there,  a 
new  conception  of  this  life,  and  of  tho  life  to  come.  Mrs.  Wyman 
was  not  one  of  the  sort  who  could  say  much  on  religious  subjects 
with  her  lips,  but  she  said  many  things  in  her  life ;  and  Mr.  Wy- 
man preached  Christ  to  me  as  truly  out  of  the  pulpit  as  in  it.  I 
never  can  repay  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owe  them  both.  We  feel 
a  very  peculiar  gratitude  towards  those  who  are  a  spiritual  help 
to  us ;  don't  you  think  so  ?" 

"  Indeed  we  do  I"  he  said  warmly.  "  Think  what  you  were  to 
me  down  there  in  the  hospital." 

"  The  girls,"  she  went  on, '  proved  to  be  charming  little  schol- 
ars; I  never  tried  to  do  anything  with  the  boys;  they  were 
younger,  and  besides,  I  could'nt  manage  them  ;  they  were  always 
startling  me  with  their  noise,  and  I  really  had  no  health  with 
which  to  bear  what  their  mother  only  laughed  at.  As  Maggie 
and  Annie  grew  older  1  sent  them  away  to  school  for  several  win- 
ters, one  at  a  time,  for  their  mother  could  not  spare  both  at  once. 
This  winter  Mrs.  Wyman  has  a  sister  with  her,  and  so  she  could 
let  them  come  together,  and  I  want  them  to  have  a  right  good 
time ;  they  deserve  it,  for  they  have  a  hard  life  of  it  at  home." 

Horace  hoped  she  would  go  on  all' night,  but  at  this  point  in  her 
discourse  it  became  necessary  for  her  to  set  the  heel  of  a  great 
blue  stocking  she  was  knitting,  and  she  warned  him  that  he  was 
not  to  speak  while  she  counted  her  stitches  and  performed  that 
mysterious  act. 

"Why,  how  is  this?"  she  said,  suddenly,  "my  yarn  is  giving 
out  I  I  thought  I  wound  enough  to  last  a  week.  I  shall  have  to 
steal  some  from  the  girls.  Hand  me  that  large  bail,  and  I  will 
wind,  or  rather  you  shall  wind  off,  a  part  of  it  for  me.  Have  you 
a  bit  of  paper  about  you?  Or  stay,  here  is  an  envelope  in  4he 
work  basket,  you  can  wind  upon  that.  Meanwhile  excuse  me  a 
moment,  I  must  look  for  the  mate  of  this  stocking." 

Horace  took  the  envelope  and  was  proceeding  to  fold  it  in 
such  a  form  as  would  make  it  available  for  his  purpose,  when  his 
eye  caught  the  word  "  Horace "  written  upon  it  in  pencil ;  he 
colored,  and  looked  about  him  with  a  guilty  air ;  it  had  come  from 
Maggie's  basket,  would  she  miss  it,  must  he  return  it?  _  Another 
glance  revealed  the  address  in  a  free,  manly  hand — "  Miss  Annie 
Wyman.'  It  was'nt  Maggie's  after  all,  then  ?  At  any  rate  there 
could  be  no  harm  in  keeping  it ;  that  one  word  "  Horace  "  told  no 
secret,  and  yet  it  somehow  seemed  to  entitle  him  to  keep  possession 
of  the  mutilated  paper  on  which  it  had  been  hastily  scribbled.  Ho 
lost  no  time,  therefore,  in  thrusting  it  into  his  pocket,  substituting 
another  for  it,  and  when  Aunt  Jane  returned  she  found  him  so 
clumsily  at  work  in  winding  her  ball  that  she  snatched  it  from 
him. 

He  was  now  quite  eager  to  get  home  to  study  his  prize  at  his 
leisure,  and  set  his  face  in  that  direction,  with  a  light  heart.  Tee, 
there  it  was,  in  a  graceful,  very  original  hand,  his  own  name,  over 
and  over  and  over  again  ;  but  whose  hand  had  traced  the  word  ? 
Annie's  no  doubt,  he  said  with  a  sigh ;  but  then  chd'nt  the  paper 
come  from  Moggie's  basket,  and  had  nt  Maggie  meant  to  take  that 
basket  with  her?  The  envelope  hod  evidently  had  yarn  wound 
upon  it,  for  it  folded,  almost  of  itself,  into  a  compact,  square  form ; 
it  did  not  follow  that  she  who  had  written  his  name  upon  it  cared 
for  him  a  fig ;  but  yet  this  looked  like  it.  Perhaps  it  was  Maggie 
after  all ;  perhaps  she  had  begun  to  forgive  him  for  leaving  tho 
army,  and  was  beginning  to — well,  to  what  ?  He  dared  not  ask  1 
and  then  the  imago  of  a  poor  disappointed  fellow  with  the  empty 
coat-sleeve  and  the  red  scar,  camo  and  whispered  "  Why  should'nt 
my  namo  bo  Horace,  as  well  as  yours  ?" 

It  is  amazing  what  mountains  we  make  out  of  mole-hills  when 
we  are  in  love ;  into  what  Kohinoor's  we  can  transfer  grains  of 
sand. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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NEW  OFFERS  TO  CANVASSERS. 

To  aid  our  friends  in  securing  Canvassers  for  the  Monthly, 
•we  repeat  the  offers  we  have  ahead;  made,  and  add  to  them  pre- 
miums, which  may  be  a  yet  stronger  inducement  for  many  to 
engage  in  the  work.  In  addition  to  10  cents  for  each  subscrip- 
tion of  $1.00,  and  of  12  cents  for  each  subscription  of  $1.12 
wo  offer  the  following.    The  Canvasser  securing 

55  SUBSCRIBERS,  will  receive  in  addition  to  his  commis- 
sion on  the  first  fifty, — the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  five 
subscribers,  »'.  «.,  $5.00  or  in  case  the  subscribers  are  in  New 
York  City  or  Canada,  $5.60.    The  Canvasser  securing 

90  SUBSCRIBERS,  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
commission  on  the  first  80, — the  entire  subscription  of  the 
last  ten  subscribers,  ».  «.,  $10.00  or  in  .case  the  subscribers  arc 
in  New  York  City  or  Canada,  $11.20.     The  Canvasser  securing 

115  SUBSCRIBERS,  will  receive  in  addition  to  the  regular 
commission  on  the  first  100,  the  entire  subscription  of  the  last  fif- 
teen subscribers,  i.  «.,  $15.00  or  $16.80.     The  Canvasser  securing 

175  SUBSCRIBERS,  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
commission  on  the  first  150,  the  entire  subscription  of  the  last 
25  subscribers,  i.  «,  $25.00  or  $28.00.     The  Canvasser  securing 

240  SUBSCRIBERS,  will  receive  in  addition  to  the  regular 
commission  on  the  first  200,  the  entire  subscriptionof  the  last 
40,  i.  «.,  $40.00  or  $44.80.    The  Canvasser  securing 

620  SUBSCRIBERS,  will  receive  in  addition  to  the  regular 
commission  on  the  first  500,  tbe  entire  subscription  of  the  last 
120  .subscribers,  *.  «.,  $120.00  or  $134.40. 

PREMIUMS. 

To   Associations  or  Individuals  desiring  Cottago  or  other 

Organs,  we  are  able  to  make  the  following  advantageous  offers 

of  the  excellent  instruments  manufactured  by  J.  Estet  &  Co., 

of  Brattleboro,  Vt 

The  Association  or  Individual  securing 

140  Subscribers  will  receive  an  organ  worth  -     $50  00 

200  "  "  "  -  -  75  00 

250  "  "  "  100  00 

800  "  "  "  -  145  00 

850  "  "  "  -       180  00 

400  "  "  "  200  00 

500  a  u  '  "  -  -       265  00 

600  "  "  a  -  -  815  00 

1000  "  "  "  -       650  00 

For  circulars  and  fall  description  of  the  instruments,  send  to 

J.  Estet  &  Co.,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 

Wo  offer  other  premiums  to  Canvassers  upon  page  110,  of  this 
paper. 

In  making  these  offers  to  canvassers,  we  would  again  ur- 
gently call  the  attention  of  the  brethren  throughout  the  country 
to  the  work  of  putting  the  Monthly  into  more  general  circula- 
tion. Such  offers,  however  advantageous,  must  be  accompanied 
by  effort  on  the  part  of  our  friends  to  secure  the  right  kind  of 
persons  for  the  work.  Thus  seconded  we  may  hope  confidently 
for  a  subscription  list  that  will  make  this  paper  a  permanent 
aid  to  the  Association  work  throughont  the  continent. 


STATE    CONVENTIONS. 

IS  MICHIGAN,  IOWA,  AND  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

The  Second  Annual  Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Mich- 
igan, was  held  at  Kalamazoo,  March  15th  and  10th.  About 
fifty  delegates  were  registered.  The  following  permanent 
officers  were  elected: 

President,  M.  8.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids. 

Vice  President,  H.  C.  Briqgs,  of  Kalamazoo. 
Secretary,  D.  W.  C.  Smith,  of  Jackson. 

The  results  of  the  stirring  and  profitable  discussions  of  the 
Convention,  are  admirably  summarized  in  a  series  of  resolutions 
adopted  before  the  adjournment  These  recommend  that  tbe 
current  expenses  of  Associations  be  paid  by  the  members,  aid 
in  aggressive  work  being  also  asked  frc  ra  the  benevolent,  and 
thr.f.  the  character  of  the  lectures  sought,  should  be  consistent 
with  the  Christian  name  and  faith  of  our  members,  special 
effort  being  put  forth  to  make  home  talent  available.  The  or- 
ganization of  new  Associations,  the  holding  of  open-air  meet- 
ings, the  issue  of  a  State  Association  manual  or  guide  book, 
containing  statistics  of  each  Association,  were  advocated.  "  The 
duty  of  the  Associations  of  this  State  to  assist  in  sustaining  the 
Association  Monthly,  and  the  necessity  of  immediate  action  in 
its  increased  circulation"  were  strongly  set  forth.  The  ad- 
mission of  women  to  membership,  was  declared  to  be  a  matter 
of  "  practical  expediency  which  each  Association  must  decide 
for  itself." 

Additional  action  was  taken  to  insure  the  carrying  out  of 
the  resolution  of  last  year  in  regard  to  all  the  Associations  in 
the  State,  holding  their  annual  election  at  the  same  time.  As 
soon  as  this  is  done,  it  is  intended  to  secure  continued  uniform- 
ity in  all  new  organizations,  and  publish  Hand  Bills  and  circu- 
lars concerning  all  the  Associations,  for  general  posting  and 
distribution  through  the  State. 

The  Convention  throughout,  was  practical  and  stimulating. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  as  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year :  Messrs.  M.  S.  Crosby,  Grand 
Rapids,  Silas  Farmer,  Detroit,  A.  K.  Spence,  Ann  Arbor,  D. 
W.  Smith,  Jackson,  H.  C.  Harrison,  East  Saginaw. 

Iowa  State  Convention. — A  year  ago,  in  April  1869,  the  first 
Iowa  State  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
met  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  was  composed  of  69  delegates  from 
17  Associations.  The  second  annual  Convention,  with  75  repre- 
sentatives from  21  Associations,  assembled  at  Marshall  town, 
the  5th  of  last  month  in  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  F. 
J.  Cressey,  of  Des  Moines,  was  chosen  permanent  President. 
Mr.  E.  F.  Pomroy  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Rev.  Geo.  L.  Little  of 
Council  Bluffs,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Barclay  of  Mt  Vernon,  Vice 
Presidents.,  Mr.  Chas.  T.  Ingcrsoll  of  Waterloo,  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  L.  McCardey,  Treasurer. 

After  a  warm  welcome  from  Rev.  A.  B.  Goodale  of  Marshall- 
town,  the  annual  address,  treating  of  the  work  and  sphere  of 
the  Y.  M.  ft  A.,  was  given  by  Rev.  A.  L  Hobbs  of  Des  Moines, 
Two  days  (the  6th  and  7th  ult.)  were  occupied  in  interesting 
and  profitable  discussions,  interspersed  with  devotional  meet- 
ings, of  solemn  and  delightful  interest,  where  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  was  manifestly  present  The  work  of  the  Association, 
its  spiritual  and  secular  agencies,  and  the  best  means  of  wide- 
ning and  deepening  the  interest  felt  in  this  work,  were  among 
the  topics  profitably  discussed.  The  question :  "  How  can  the 
youth  of  our  State  be  led  to  Christ "  called  forth  many  instruc- 
tive remarks,  strong  faith  in  the  early  conversion  of  children 
being  earnestly  expressed. 

But  the  topic  which  excited  livoliest  debate  concerned  "  the 
relation  woman  should  sustain  to  the  Y.  M  C.  A."    The  senti- 
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ment  of  the  Convention  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  admission 
of  women  to  active  membership,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  enthusiastically  carried : 

"Resolved:  That  we  "deem  it  expedient  as  a  general  rule,  for 
ladies  to  be  admitted  as  active  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A." 

The  following  brethren  either  opened  the  various  topics,  or 
took  a  leading  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  Convention.  Mr. 
Geo.  R  Ransom  of  Dubuque,  corresponding  member  for  Iowa, 
of  the  General  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  Solon  Fidlar  of  Daven- 
port, Mr.  B.  B.  Hinman  of  Keokuk,  Rev.  Geo.  L.  Little  and 
Mr.  Henry,  De  Long  of  Council  Bluffs,  Rev.  A.  B.  Goodale 
of  Marshalltown,  Rev.  F.  X.  Miller  of  Marion,  H.  W.  Knapp 
of  Waterloo,  Rev.  C.  Baird,  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Pomroy  of  Cedar 
Rapids. 

The  following  State  Executive  Committee  for  the  year  was 
elected.  Mr.  Geo.  R.  Ransom  of  Dubuque,  chairman,  Mr. 
Solon  Fidlar  of  Davenport,  Mr  A.  Biatt  of  Iowa  City. 

The  following  important  resolution  was  also  passed  : 

"  lieaohed  :  That  Rev.  Geo.  R.  Ransom  of  Dubuque,  ia  hereby 
invited  to  labor  as  an  Evangelist  during  the  coming  year — at 
such  times  and  places  as  he  shall  find  convenient — under  the 
auspices  of  the  Y .  M.  C.  A.  of  the  State." 

Mr.  R.  C.  Morse,  Editor  of  the  Association  Monthly  was  pres- 
ent at  the  Convention  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  took  part  in  the  discussions. 

The  First  New  Brunswick  Convention. — The  first  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Convention  ever  held  in  the  Province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, met  at  St.  John,  last  October.  An  admirable  printed 
report  of  it  has  lately  appeared.  It  was  a  gathering  full  of 
promise  for  the  cause  in  that  province.  Mr.  S.  Welsh,  of  St. 
John,  was  chosen  President.  Fifteen  towns  in  N.  Brunswick, 
and  seven  in  other  Provinces  were  represented.  Reports  were 
given  of  eight  Associations,  and  delegates  from  other  towns 
stated  that  the  places  they  represented  were  ripe  for  such  or- 
ganizations. Since  the  Convention,  in  four  of  the  towns,  these 
assurances  have  been  fulfilled  by  the  formation  of  Y.  M  C. 
Associations. 

To  the  printed  report  of  the  Convention  is  appended  the 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  in  St  John,  which 
has  received  during  its  second  year  326  new  members.  The 
"  Revised  Roll "  now  contains  469  names.  The  various  com- 
mittees are  working  with  increased  efficiency.  The  yearly 
receipts  amount  to  $1,080  and  the  expenditures  to  $955. 

PROGRAMME  OF  THE  WORLD'S  CONFERENCE. 

We  gave  notice  last  month  of  the  World's  Conference  of  Y. 
M.  Christian  Associations,  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land,^Lugust  25th  and  29th,  1870.  The  preliminary  programme 
of  this  important  Convention,  has  been  kindly  forwarded  to 
us  by  Mr.  W.  Van  Oosterwijch  Bruyn,  chairman  of  the  Dntch 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Conference. 

•  Thursday  evening,  August  25th,  will  be  devoted — after  divine 
service,  in  one  of  the  churches  to  the  meeting  of  welcome. 

Friday,  August  20th,  the  President  or  one  of  the  deputies.of 
the  Dutch  Y.  M  C.  A.  Confederation  will  open  the  discussion  of 
the  topic  "  The  aim  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  and  haw  it 
is  attained  in  different  countries.  The  deputy  from  Geneva 
will  in  the  afternoon,  reopen  the  discussion  which  is  to  occupy 
the  entire  day. 

Saturday,  August  27th,  the  delegates  from  Rhenish  Westpha- 
lia, and  East  Prussia,  will  lead  in  discussing  "By  what  means 
a  more  general  interest  in  the  objeets  of  our  Associations  can 
be  awakened."  In  the  evening  there  will  be  "  a  conversation" 
or  less  formal  interchange  of  views  regarding  "  the  Christian 
discipline  "  to  be  maintained  in  our  societies. 


The  Lord's  Day,  August  28th,  divine  service  from  9.  a.  m.  to 
1  p.  m.  Annual  meeting  of  the  Confederate  Dutch  Y.  M.  C. 
Associations,  from  Z  to  4  p.  m.,  followed  in  the  evening,  by  the 
General  Report  of  these  Societies. 

Monday,  August  20th,  the  morning  will  be  spent  in  visiting 
the  objects  of  interest  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  in  the 
afternoon  in  a  steamboat  excursion  to  .the  island  of  Warvier. 
A  supper  in  the  evening,  will  be  followed  by  appropriate  fare- 
well addresses. 


THE   INDIANAPOLIS  CONVFNTION. 

Some  of  the  business  and  topics  which  are  to  come  before 
the  General  Convention,  are  specified  in  a  circular  just  issued 
by  the  Executive  Committee.  We  summarize  a  part  of  its 
contents.  Delegates  are  requested  to  come  with  instructions 
from  their  Associations  regarding  the  following  matters :  (1) 
The  work  of  our  Western  Agent,  Mr.  R.  W«idensalL  (2)  The 
work  of  Messrs  Lee  and  Hall  in  the  South.  (8)  The  Association 
Monthly.  (4)  The  need  of  a  permanent  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee. $7,000  were  subscribed  at  Portland,  and  an  equal  sum 
will  be  asked  for  at  Indianapolis.  The  Lecture  Bureau  will 
also  report  to  the  Convention. 

As  important  themes  for  discussion  the  Committee  suggest : 

The  encouragements  and  difficulties  Met  with  in  the  work  of  the 
year.  -  - 

How  can  the  permanency  of  our  Associations  he  secured  and  main- 
tained. 

The  pledge  of  every  member  to  personal  effort  for  the  salvation 
of  young  men. 

TJte  religious  work  and  its  requirements  of  our  officers.  Direc- 
tors, etc 

German  Association*, — their  present  number  and  how  they  may 
be  multiplied. 

The  Associations  of  America,  not  simply  isolated  and  local  organi- 
jitions,  but  societies  having  duties  to  one  another,  and  a  work  which 
they  can  unitedly  achieve  for  the  young  men  of  this  continent. 

This  suggestive  programme  gives  promise  of  important  and 
instructive  discussions.  If  the  brethren  are  faithful  in  the  selec- 
tion of  delegates  and  in  prayer  for  the  blessing  and  presence  of 
the  Master,  we  may  hope  for  results  beyond  precedent  from 
the  Indianapolis  Convention. 

Mb.  Geo.  C.  Ham,  began  his  tour  through  the  South,  under 
appointment  of  the  Executive  Committee  early  last  month.  As 
we  go  to  press  we  learn  of  his  having  already  visited  some 
twenty  places,  scattered  throughput  the  Southern  States.  Mr. 
Wm.  F.  Lee,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  joined  Mr.  Hall 
about  the  middle  of  April  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Both  gentlemen 
8end  very  encouraging  accounts  of  the  Christian  courtesy  and 
cordiality  with  which  they  have  been  received  by  Christian  men 
in  the  South,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  their 
mission  will  result  in  the  revival  and  lead  to  the  organization 
of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  many  towns  and 
cities  of  that  Bection  of  our  country. 


The  Convention  and  our  next  Paper. — As  the  June 
number  of  the  monthly  appears  just  before  the  assembling  in 
Indianapolis  (June  22-25)  of  our  next  general  [Convention,  its 
pages  will  be  specially  devoted  to  the  treatment  of  topics  con- 
nected with  Aasociational  work.  All  of  those  whose  wise 
counsel  would  be  greatly  valued  are  not  able  to  be  present. 
But  through  these  columns  some  of  them  will  give  ia  timely 
articles,  what  we  hope  may  aid  substantially,  the  deliberations  of 
the  brethren  at  Indianapolis.  To  carry  out  this  purpose  and: 
to  make  room  for  the  news^of  Associations  which  will  be  of 
special  interest,  the  size  of  our  June  number  will  be  increased 
by  adding  eight  supplemental  pages. 
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THE  LEEDS'  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING. 
{Continued  JY-om  page  97) 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK. 

The  annual  report  says : 

"  With  regard  to  the  Educational  work,  no  year,  since  the 
formation  of  the  Institution,  has  witnessed  so  great  a  develop- 
ment of  this  branch  of  effort.  Eleven  evening  classes  have 
been  in  operation,  in  which  no  fewer  than  546  entries  have 
been  made,  being  an  increase  of  100  on  last,  year,  and  more 
than  200  .  on  any  previous  year.  For  a  long  time  our  Classes 
had  been  identified  with  the  Society  of  Arte,  but  recently  they 
have  also  been  connected  with  the  Science  and  Art  Department, 
and  the  Yorkshire  Board  of  Education,  from  which  three  Insti- 
tutions no  less  than  230  Certificates  and*  20  Prizes  have  been 
awarded  (in  addition  to  many  local  Prizes)  to  successful  Stu- 
dents, being  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  successes  of  the  previous 
ten  years." 

So  great  has  been  the  impetus  given  to  the  work  of  the  pos- 
session of  the  new  edifice. 

'  TERMS   OF   SUBSCRIPTION. 

(Half- Yearly  or  Yearly). 

Ticket— entitling  the  holder  to  use  the  Reading  Rooms,  re- 
ceive Books  from  the  Library,  and  attend  all  the  Lectures  and 
Meetings,  also  the  Educational  Classes  on  payment  of  a  small 
fee- 
Under  18  years  of  age,  6s.  per  annum,  or  $1.50. 
Above  18  and  under  21,  8a.      "  or  $2.00. 

"      21  10s.    "  or  $2.50. 

Subscribers  admitted  at  any  period  of  the  year.  The  Com- 
mittee also  invite  the  support  of  Employers  and  others  inter- 
.ested  in  young  men,  as  Honorary  Subscribers  of  £1  Is.  and 
upwards,  with  the  privilege  of  recommending  or  entering  two 
young  men  at  half  the  ordinary  subscription  for  each  guinea 
subscribed. 

The  Report  contains  this  noteworthy  remark : 

"  After  all,  ij.  is  only  the  seen  and  least  important  part  of  the 
work  accomplished  by  our  Association,  that  can  possibly  ap- 
pear in  a  Report.  No  estimate  can  be  formed,  nor  record 
given,  of  the  value  of  the  testimony  borne  by  the  consistent  life 
of  an  earnest  young  man,  standing  true  to  hi*  principle*  in  a 
large  house  of  business,  surrounded  it  may  be  by  strangely  op 
posing  influences." 


Mn.  Robert  Weidensali,,  the  Western  Agent  for  the  Asso- 
ciations, after  visiting  every  important  town  in  Kansas  and 
arranging,  as  far  as  practicable,  for  the  organization  .of  an  Asso- 
ciation in  each  place,  is  now  at  work  in  the  state  of  Missouri. 
In  places  where  the  Association  cannot  be  immediately  formed, 
he  has  organized  Union  Committees  representing  the  various 
Churches.  To  them  is  entrusted  the  work  of  inaugurating  the 
Association  at  the  opportune  moment.  Mr.  Wcidensall  has 
also  visited  in  southern  Illinois.  Among  the  Germans,  where- 
ever  he  has  met  them,  his  labors  have  been  specially  blessed. 
We  expect  to  hear  at  Indianapolis  a  very  favorable  report  from 
our  Western  Agent. 

No  Bronze  Men  or  Women— Mr.  Spurgeon  reprobating 
the  idea  that  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  reduces  a  man  to  a 
mere  machine,  destroying  his  personality,  and  exempting  him 
from  responsibility  for  what  he  does,  uses  the  following  capital  il- 
lustration : 

"  In  the  square  of  St.  Mark,  at  Venice,  there  is  a  clock  and  two 
bronze  figures  of  men  strike  the  hours  on  a  bell.  Nobody  dreams 
of  thanking  the  bronze  men  for  doing  so.  One  day,  an  inquisitive 
stranger  put  his  head  between  the  hammer  and  the  bell,  and  the 
bronze  man  knocked  his  brains  onta  but  nobody  suggested  that 
the  bronze  man  should  be  hanged.  We  don't  want  bronze  men  and 
women  for  Christian  work." 


HOW  TO  BE  STRONG  IN  THINKING. 

"  A  strong  man  that,"  said  a  young  man  to  his  friend  as  they 
left  the  hall  where  they  had  listened  to  an  address  that  came 
•'  home  to  men's  business  and  bosoms."  ' 

"  Yes,"  was  the  reply,  "  it  puts  life  into  one  to  hear  such  a 
man." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  young  men  did  not  content  them- 
selves with  a  mere  transient  admiration  and  enjoyment,  but  em- 
ulated the  excellence  they  perceived.  For  the  epithet  "  strong  " 
was  in  this  instance  properly  applied  to  the  speaker.  ne  was 
in  the  first  place,  a  strong  thinker,  and  to  this  distinction  every 
man  should  aspire.  Thinking"  is  not  a  monopoly  enjoyed  by 
those  who  can  read  Latin  and  Greek.  Every  one  is  under  ob- 
ligation to  be  a  good  thinker.  To  make  this  attainment  he 
must  observe  what  constitutes  good  thinking.  Let  us  take  a 
familiar  illustration : 

A  proposal  is  made  to  one  to  deal  in  a  certain  commodity. 
He  says  "  I  will  think  of  it,"  and  in  doing  this  he  first  looks  at 
the  facts  of  the  case  or  the  present  state  of  the  market,  and,  by 
the  aid  of  past  experience,  tries  to  determine  what  are  the  prob- 
abilities of  the  future.  Looking  at  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages of  the  proposed  course,  he  comes  to  a  conclusion  re- 
specting it. 

In  this  process  of  thinking,  the  mind  docs  two  things :  it 
looks  at  facts  or  truths,  and  from  them  draws  inferences.  But 
all  men  perform  these  mental  acts,  and  the  superior  thinker 
differs  from  other  men  in  performing  them  with  peculiar  care 
and  accuracy.  He  scrutinizes  his  facts,  and  is  not  misled  by 
appearances.    He  draws  just  inferences. 

One  man  sees  the  parched  fields  and  withered  herbage,  and 
is  content  with  simply  inferring  the  fact  of  a  drought.  The 
same  sight  leads  another  man  to  see  much  more.  He  forsees 
the  effect  of  it  on  the  farmer,  and,  through  him,  on  the  mer- 
chant and  artisan,  and  the  entire  community.  He  is  a  better 
thinker  than  his  neighbor.  This  process  of  seeing  truth  directly 
and  indirectly — by  preccption  and  inference — the  only  ways  in 
which  the  mind  acquires  truth,  is  therefore  a  very  simple  one. 
It  is  not  necessary  for  one  to  go  to  college  for  it,  nor  to  study 
treatises  on  the  art  of  thinking,  though  from  the  use  of  both 
these  methods  we  may  derive  valuable  aid.  Let  us- simply  use 
the  powers  of  our  mind  properly  in  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed,  and  we  will  find,  that  like  those  of  the  lx>dy,  they 
are  developed  and  strengthened  by  exercise. 

The  means  and  methods  of  this  culture  are  within  your  reach. 
Keep  your  attention  awake ;  see  what  is  going  on  around  you. 
Take  nothing  upon  trust  that  you  can  examine  for  yourself  When 
you  hear  a  discourse,  give  diligent  attention,  and  form  an  opin- 
ion of  its  merits.  Do  not  wait  to  hear  the  opinions  of  others. 
But  if  you  find  these  differ  from  yours,  learn  the  ground  of  that 
difference,  and  change  your  own  opinion  only  when  you  discover 
good  reasons  for  so  doing.  Read  books  which  are  the  work  pf 
thoughtful  minds.  Concentrate  your  attention  on  what  you 
read.  See  whether  the  statements  made  are  true  or  false,  im- 
portant or  unimportant.  Never  repeat  a  thought  which  you  do 
not  understand,  nor  express  an  opinion  which  you  do  not  enter- 
tain. 

Many  exercise  their  minds  carefully  and  vigorously  in  the 
counting  room  or  place  of  business,  and  in  that  sphere  become 
accurate  thinkers.  If  they  would  exercise  their  minds  with  the 
same  care  and  vigor  in  other  departments  of  thought  they  would 
attain  in  them  similar  excellence.  Books  make  thinkers  only  as 
they  exercise  the  mind  in  seeing  truth.  The  exercise  caused  by  life 
in  earnest,  is  often  better  than  the  exercise  caused  by  books,  and 
so  the  counting  room,  sometimes  has  a  greater  educating  power 
than  the  college. 

Another  reason  why  the  epithet  "strong  "  was  applied  to  tbo 
speaker  above  mentioned,  was  that  he  gave  clear  and  forcible 
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expression  to  his  thoughts.  Ho  was  not  only  a  seer  of  truth 
and  thus  had  something  to  say,  but  he  said  it  with  a  power 
that  told  upon  his  hearers.  This  power  to  express  one's 
thought  with  clearness  and  force,  is  acquired  by  practice,  and 
here,  too,  if  the  practice  of  the  counting-room  were  carried  into 
all  the  transactions  of  life,  the  power  in  question  would  be  more 
generally  possessed.  It  is  remarkable  how  sharp,  short,  and  de- 
cisive are  the  utterances  of  business  men  in  matters  pertaining 
to  business. 

A  college  professor  of  rhetoric  had  occasion  to  spend  some 
time  in  the  counting  room  of  two  able  men.  He  had  taken 
temporary  charge  of  a  matter  of  business,  and  submitted  to 
those  friends  his  letters  that  they  might  be  correct  in  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view.  The  suggestions  made  by  them,  caused  the 
•  infusion  into  his  stylo  of  a  terseness  and  point,  which  years  of 
critical  study  had  not  given.  Clearness  and  directness  of  ex- 
pression are  conditioned  on  clearness  and  directness  of  thought. 
Do  not  attempt  to  express  that  which  you  do  not  clearly  appre- 
hend. On  all  occasions,  put  your  thoughts  into  the  most 
simple  available  words. 
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A   CHRtsTLiKE   Wonn  and   Sphere.— "  Our    great  "work 
here,"  writes  a  young  missionary  from  his  field  in  the  East, 
"  is  to  prepare  others  for  work.    "We  are  striving  after  a  native 
ministry  and  missionary  churches.    God  probably  intends  that 
American  missionaries  in  their  personal  work  shall  not  advance 
beyond  the  point  of  preparing  others  to  serve  God  in  these 
great  responsibilities.    The  secret  of  contentment  in  our  labors 
is  to  feel  that  to  serve  God  well  and  faithfully  in  our  little 
sphere,  and  for  our  brief  day  of  toil,  is  in  itself  a  noble  and 
sufficient    ambition;  resting,    meanwhile,    content  with    the 
humble  look  of  life,  and  knowing  that  God  will  glorify  him- 
self in  His  own  time  with  grand  results.     Many  a  foreign 
missionary  is  unhappy,  because  the  world  does  not  grow  visi- 
bly better  as  soon  as  he  places  his  foot  on  missionary  soil.   But 
Christ  blesses  us,  perhaps,  least  of  all  laborers  in  his  vineyard, 
by  any  visible  or  brilliant  success.     Yet  how  like  his  own  life 
in  this  respect!     How  meagre  the  results  which  men  could 
discover  when  he  was  finally  laid  in  his  grave.    A  few  miracles 
done.  Some  loving,  yet  mysterious  words  spoken,  a  few  dis- 
ciples gathered,  and  the  hero  of  a  passing  sensation,  was  laid 
away  in  his  grave !    What  lessons  are  there  in  the  life  of  Jesus, 
to  teach  us  humility  and  patience  in  the  service  of  God." 

Texts  in  Gold.— "The  paragraph  that  appeared  under  this 
title  in  your  columns  lately  touches  a  chord  that  thrills  in 
every  Christian's  heart.  Surely  upon  its  purest  tablet  is  engrav- 
ed in  letters  of  shining  gold,  the  text  that  was  the  means  of  its 
salvation.  For  well  nigh  thirty  years  has  Isaiah  08:1— 3  been 
engraved  on  one  unworthy  heart.  I  love  to  write  it  down,  even 
in  sombre  ink,  hoping  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  bring  it  saving- 
ly to  the  notice  of  some  one  who  needs  a  'Mighty'  Saviour 
4  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom,  with  dyed  garments  from 
Bozrah  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his  apparel,  travelling  in  the 
greatness^ of  bis  strength  ?  I  that  speak  in  righteousness  mighty  to 
«*>.  Wherefore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  gar- 
ments like  him  that  treadeth  in  the  wine-fet  f  I  have  trodden 
the  wine-press  alone;  and  of  the  people  there  was  none  with 
me.'" 


PEACE. 

Enbosomed  deep  within  the  hula. 

There  Ilea  a  little  aea. 
Where  Jesus  calmed  the  wares  alarmed. 

In  tar  off  Galilee. 

Within  thy  bosom,  Ilea  a  heart. 

Never  at  rest,  nor  still. 
Canst  thon  assuage  the  passions  rajs, 
.  The  storm  of  sin  at  will? 
Then  go  to  Him,  His  aid  Implore. 

The  tempest  soon  ahaU  eease. 
And  thon  shall  hear,  His  accents  clear. 

In  soothing,  sacred  "  Peace.'' 


A  pamphlet  on  the  test  of  membership  was  issued  last  March 
by  the  Executive  Committee.  It  takes  strong  ground  in  sup- 
port of  the  Evangelical  Church  test. 

"The  vail  which  covers  the  face  of  futurity  is  woven  by  the 
hand  of  mercy."  J 


Faith  op  Adhebenck.— "I  have  heard  persons  say  "Have 
you  the  faith  of  assurance  1 '  Tes,  thank  God,  I  have  it,  and  have 
had  it  ever  since  He  was  first  graciously  pleased  to  call  me  to  Him- 
self, and  that  was  long,  long  ago.  But  all  have  not  this  faith ;  just 
as  a  man  wanting  to  go  to  Bordeaux  may  not  be  assured  that  ho  is 
on  the  road  to  Bordeaux  and  yet  he  may  be  on  the  way  thither  never- 
theless. Then  if  you  have  not  the  faith  of  assurance.practice  at  least 
the  faith  of  adherence.  That  at  least  is  in  your  own  power.  Cleave 
to  God  exactly  as  if  you  were  certain  of  being  accepted  by  Him  at 
last,  and  thus  fulfilling  His  own  conditions,  you  will  be  accepted 
of  Him  whether  you  are  assured  of  it  beforehand  or  not."— From 
Jacques  Bonneval." 

Oub  Troubles.— Wo  may  compare  the  troubles  which  we 
have  to  undergo  in  the  course  of  this  life,  to  a  great  bundle  of 
fagots,  far  too  largo  for  us  to  lift.  But  God  does  not  require  us 
to  carry  the  whole  at  once.  He  mercifully  unties  the  bundle,  and 
gives  us  first  one  stick  which  we  are  to  carry  to-day,  and  then 
another  which  we  are  to  carry  to-morrow,  and  so  on.  This  we 
might  easily  manage  if  we  could  only  take  the  burden  appointed 
for  us  each  day ;  but  we  choose  to  increase  our  troubles  by  carry- 
ing yesterday's  stick  over  again  to-day,  and  adding  to-morrow's 
burden  to  our  load,  before  we  are  required  to  bear  it.— Newton. 

Thb  Best  Wine  Last.— "Moses  opened  his  commission  to  the 
Egyptians  by  changing  water  into  blood :  but  Christ  began  his 
gracious  ministry  by  changing  water  into  wine.  They  whom  the 
world  feasts  have  their  best  wine  first :  and  even  while  they  live 
every  enjoyment  grows  more  and  more  insipid:  their  mirth  is 
soon  damped,  and  death  at  length  removes  them  to  final  misery 
and  despair:  but  they  whom  Christ  entertains  at  his  marriage 
supper,  have  indeed  many  present  comforts,  which  increase  in 
them  hero ;  but  their  best  wine  is  kept  till  last  and  they  shall 

drink  it  forever  new  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father." That 

Scott  on  John  II :  1-11. 

"  We  must  keep  in  mind  how  very  short  life  is,  and  how 
little  difference  it  makes  what  changes  befal,  or  who  goes  first, 
or  who  is  spared  to  stay  behind  a  little  while  alone.  It  is  only 
the  diffcrenee  of  one  rising  in  the  morning  a  little  earlier,  and 
the  other  lying  and  sleeping  a  little  longer.  We  shall  all  be 
up  and  abroad  in  a  short  time,  enjoying  the  morning  sunshine. 
Whether  the  bed  be  harder  orsofter,  the  room  smaller  or  larger 
the  night  darker  or  lighter,  in  this  brief  interval,  is  not  of 
much  consequence."    Bet.   W.  Craig. 

"  The  minstrelsy  of  Psalms,  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs,  has  of- 
ten  brought  the  Christian  out  of  a  state  of  mind  in  which  prayer 
seemed  a  labor  and"a  drudgery,  (If  not  an  impossibility),  into  that 
calm  and  holy  frame  in  which  he  could  again  put  forth  spiritual 
energies  and  renew  his  interrupted  converse  with  God." 

Enjoy  the  blessings  of  the  day,  if  God  sends  them :  and  the 
evils  bear  patiently  and  sweetly.  For  this  day  only  is  ours ;  we 
are  dead  to  yesterday;  and  weare  not  born  to-morrow." — Jeremy 
Taylor. 

"The  Sabbath 'is  the  golden  clasp  which  binds  together  the 
volume  of  the  week."  4* 

Thou  hast  mado  us  for  thyself,  0  God,  and  our  hearts  are 
unquiet  till  they  rest  in  Thee !" 
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(ftiura  n\  tjjrir  (Sifts. 

Miss  Julia  Taylor,  of  Huntington,  Massachusetts,  left,  by 
will,  $3,000  for  Foreign  Missions,  $8,000  for  Home  Missions,  and 
$2,000  for  the  Congregational  society  of  tho  place.  After  the  pay- 
ment of  other  bequests,  the  balance  of  her  estate  goes  to  the  Bible 
and  Tract  Societies. 

S.  P.  Babcboft,  of  Philadelphia,  bequeaths' $5,000  to  the  Epis- 
copal Hospital  of  that  city,  $3,000  to  the  Northern  Home  for 
Friendless  children,  and  $2,000  to  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  instruction  of  the  blind. 

The  late  James  B.  Laing,  of  New  York,  left  his  entire  estato 
of  $50,000,  to  Rutgers  College,  and  tho  General  Synod  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church,  for  the  maintenance  of  "  pious  and  indigent 
young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

The  legacy  of  Miss  Walker,  to  the  Episcopal  Church  of  Scot- 
land, provides  for  building  a  cathedral  in  Edinburgh,  at  a  cost  of 
£40.000,  with  £1,000  a  year  for  tho  pastor,  and  £300  a  year  for 
training  young  men  for  the  ministry. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Goodyeab,  or  Chicago,  has  given  $12,000  towards  the 
payment  of  the  $50,000  debt  on  the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
there,  and  has  pledged  $10,000  more,  if  the  debt  is  provided  for  by 
the  last  of  July. 

The  family  of  the  late  Judge  E.  Wolden,  of  Buffalo,  have  given 
the  sum  of  $25,000  to  the  Burial  Ground  Association  of  that 
city. 

Mb.  Geobge  Thomas,  who  has  just  died  in  England,  aged  87, 
dispensed  for  a  number  of  years  past  as  much  as  £10,000  per  annum, 
in  works  ofpublic  usefulness  and  benevolence. 

Hon.  G.  T.  Cobb,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  contributed  over  $7,000 
to  the  new  building  of  the  M.  E.  church  recently  erected  in  that 
place.  • 

A  benevolent  lady  of  New  York,  has  recently  given  $4,000 
•towards  the  erection  of  the  new  American  Reformed  church  of 
Chicago. 

Mb.  Oltveb  Hatden,  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  left  $1,200  to  the 
Congregational  Sabbath  School  and  Publishing  Society,  and  $1,000 
to  the  church  in  the  place.  < 

Mb.  Richabd  Melvin,  of  Derry,  N.  H.,  bequeathed  $1,000  to 
the  First  Congregational  Society  of  the  town. 

Mb.  W.  B.  Cr/smNG,  of  New  York,  has  given  Dartmouth 
College  $1,000  for  a  new  scholarship. 

Db.  Demoque,  of  Washington,  Penn.,  ha?  donated  $10,000  to 
create  a  public  library  there. 

Ititntific  Sttms. 

Peof.  J.  D.  Steele,  in  speaking  of  tho  recent  discoveries  of 
science  says :  • 

"  The  result  of  observations  now  being  taken,  shows  that  storms- 
rage  upon  the  sun  with  a  violence  of  which  we  can  form  no  concep- 
tion. Hurricanes  sweep  over  its  surface  with  terrific  violence. 
Vast  cyclones  wrap  its  fires  into  whirlpools,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
our  earth  could  lie  like  a  boulder  in  a  volcano.  Hugo  flames  dart 
out  to  enormous  distances,  and  fly  over  the  sun  with  a  speed  great- 
er than  that  of  the  earth  itself  through  space."  At  one  time  a  cone 
of  fire  shot  out  80,000  miles,  and  then  died  away  all  in  ten  minutes 
time.  Beside  such  awful  convulsions,  the  mimic  display  of  a  ter- 
restrial volcano  or  earthquake  sinks  into  insignificance." 

Professor  Hauqhtos,  of  Dublin,  has  calculated  that  the  total 
daily  work  of  the  human  heart  (the  ventricles  only)  is  124,208  foot 
tons.  It  dees  60,576  foot  pounds  of  work  per  minute  for  every 
ounce  of  its  weight.  Supposing  the  heart  were  to  expend  its  en- 
tire force  in  lifting  its  own  weight  vertically,  it  would  raise  itself 
19,754  feet  in  one  hour. 

A  Steam  Ensine  of  one  musquito  power  is  being  constructed 
by  Mr.  Traffer,  of  Manchester,  N.  H.  It  is  to  be  made  of  silver  and 
will  have  ample  space  for  its  operations,  if  placed  upon  a  nickel 
five  cent  piece,  the  boiler  will  be  amply  supplied  by  eight  drops  of 
water,  which  will  be  all  that  will  be  necessary  to  run  this  little 
engine  for  five  or  more  minutes. 

The  Mount  Cbwis  tunnel  it  is  confidently  expected  will  be  com- 
pleted early  in  1871.  "  '     * 


NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


?&*  For  this  department  ire  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  all  our  A* 
delations.  Horns  upon  tue  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come:— 

1,  New  features  In  the  work. 

2,  News  of  Conventions. 
8,  Interesting  Incidents. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  indlvldu;  Is. 

5,  Communities  awakened. 

6,  N  otfcee  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7,  la  what  department*  the  greatest  and  Uie  least  I  access  havt  been  achieved. 


AT  HOME. 

Tlie  International  Lecture  Bureau  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  O.  S.  and  British  Provinces,  which  is 
now  entering  upon  the  third  year  of  its  existence,  issue  a  circular 
stating  that  "  the  Bureau  was  originally  designed  for,  and  hitherto 
has  been  almost  exclusively  confined  to  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations ;  but,  having  a  deep  sense  of  the  value  of  good  lectures 
everywhere  as  a  means  of  competing  with  other  and  less  whole- 
some entertainments,  and  as  there  are  many  towns  in  which  Y.  M. 
C.  A's  do  not  exist,  or  existing,  do  not  sustain  lecture-courses,  we 
have  determined  to  enlarge  the  field  of  its  operations,  and  to  offer 
its  services  to  every  society  contemplating  a  course  of  lecturers. 
This  Bureau  differs  from  all  others  in  the  field  in  one  essential  par- 
ticular: it  is  not  a  private  enterprise  for  pecuniary  gain,  but  a 
public  rtgency,  organized  and  directed  by  a  great  Christian  Institu- 
tion, designed  to  elevate  the  standard  of  public  lectures,  and  to  be 
prompt  and  reliable  medium  of  communication  between  lectures 
and  Associations.  Our  circular,  containing  the  names  of  lecturers, 
with  terms,  subjects,  etc.,  will  bo  issued  in  April. 

Our  terms  to  Associations  are  five  dollars  per  Lecture,  except 
where  otherwise  specified. 

The  circular  is  signed  by  Wm.  M.  Martin,  Chairman  ;  Chas 
Mumford,  Secretary  ;  Alfred  Wicks,  Treasurer  ;  oM  communica- 
tion! should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Box  614,  Brooklyn,  If.  T. 

The  Work  In  Pittsburgh  and  Pennsylvania. — A  cor- 
respondent writes  from  Pittsburgh : 

"  Our  Committee  on  Sermons,  Music  and  Lectures,  ore  getting 
up  a  series  of  good  "  opening  "  meetings  for  six  weeks. 

Our  State  Committee  are-  asking  reports  from  60  Associations 
for  publication.  We  want  to  get  out  a  pamphlet  report  of  State 
Associations  with  timely  words  about  "  How  to  meet  difficulties," 
'■  New  work,"  and  ".What  to  do  in  city,  town,  and  country." 

We  are  at  work  in  sixty  towns,  trying  to  organize.  And 
best  of  all,  we  are  having  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  our  Association  work  in  Pittsburgh.  Large  meetings  arc  held 
every  night,  the  room  being  filled.  Over  thirty  have  arisen  for 
prayer,  as  many  more  we  trust,  are  seeking  Jesns — and  many  have 
expressed  a  hope  in  Christ  as  their  Saviour.  Little  printed  slips 
containing  "  Come  to  the  prayer  meeting  at  9  o'clock  to-night  at 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Rooms,  No.  23  5th  Ave."  have  been  distributed  by 
thousands  in  Saloons,  Hotels,  Billiard  rooms,  and  on  the  street  at 
night,  and  in  Shops,  Stores,  Mills,  etc.  in  daylight.  "  We  are 
reaching  the  masses  I"  We  have  09  Associations  in  state.  There 
were  26  when  last  rendered  in  name,  about  15  in  fact. 

At  Wasllington,  D.  C.  the  Association  has  organized  a  band 
of  young  men  who  go  out  every  evening  at  eight  o'clock,  visiting 
all  places  where  men  congregate,  including  bar-rooms,  reading 
rooms,  etc.,  and  whenever  they  see  any  one  unoccupied,  they  en- 
ter into  conversation  with  him,  and  hand  him  a  card  inviting  him 
to  the  Association  room.  The  conversation  is  always  of  a  religious 
nature.  In  all  cases  thus  far,  they  have  been  treated  with  uniform 
respect  and  courtesy. 

The  Rooms  of  the  Association  at  Wlnthrop,  were  dedicated 
March  7th.  An  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Baker,  and 
remarks  were  made  by  several  gentlemen  .present.  The  Associa- 
tion rooms  are  of  ample  size,  convenient  and  neatly  furnished. 

The  Association  in  Worcester,  Mass ,  has  thrown  open  its 
doors  to  women. 

The  Association  at  Fall  River  Mass.,  some  time  ago 
started  a  fully  attended  and  very  interesting  prayer-meeting  in  tho 
worst  dance  saloon  in  that  city. 
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An  Inspiriting  Visit.— The  President  of  the  Association 
in  Delaware,  Ohio,  writes : 

"  Oar  Town  numbers  about  5,000  inhabitants.  Fifteen  months 
ago  we  organized  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  At  the 
close  of  the  first  year,  we  numbered  62,  and  now  have  88  members, 
with  a  good  reading  room,  open  day  and  evening.  A  short 
time  ago,  while  at  the  close  of  the  first  year,  we  felt  the  need  of 
awakening  a  deeper  interest  in  the  Christian  people  of  the  town. 
For  this  purpose  we  called  upon  the  brethren  in  Cleveland,  for 
help.  A  delegation  of  speakers  from  that  city  came  here  on  Sun- 
day the  10th  inst.,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Bolton,  Eells,  Benton, 
Dalbey,  Walton  and  Irwine,  of  Cleveland,  and  Mr.  Colby  of 
Mansfield. 

They  arrived  on  Saturday  evening,  in  time  to  hold  a  precious 
and  delightful  prayer-meeting.  Sabbath  morning,  after  a  short 
prayer  meeting  at  the  rooms,  the  brothers  visited  the  Sabbath- 
schools,  talking  to  the  children,  holding  prayer  meetings  etc.  In 
the  afternoon  we  held  an  impressive  children's  meeting  in  our 
largest  church,  most  of  tho  delegates  making  addresses. 

In  the  evening,  at  the  Opera  House,  a  grand  union  meeting,  in 
the  interest  of  the  Association,  was  held.  The  house  was  packed 
and  two  or  three  hundred  compelled  to  go  away  without  being 
able  fij/en  to  look  in.  All  the  churches  but  two  suspended  services. 
The  meeting  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Eells,  President  of  the 
Cleveland  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  addresses  were  earnest  and  impressive, 
and  I  believe  wiB  be  abundantly  blessed  of  God.  The  meeting  was 
a  success  beyond  our  highest  anticipations.  One  gentleman 
remarked  to  me  that  if  our  Association  never  did  anything  but 
hold  this  meeting,  it  alone  was  worth  its  organization. 

The  farewell  prayer  meeting  on  Monday  morning,  proved  a 
blessed  season.  The  delegates  went  to  their  homes  with  the 
assurance  that  their  labors  were  not  in  vain.  We  hope  to  send 
good  news  from  Delaware,  as  the  result  of  this  Christian  visit. 

It  will  be  a  long  time  before  our  people  forget  this  visit  of  our 
Cleveland  brethren,  which  I  trust  will  be  blessed  especially  to  the 
good  of  our  Association. 

You  may  hear  from  us  hereafter. 

James  A.  Alexander, 
President  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Provoking  one  another  to  good  works.  Helping  the 
churc/ies.  '  We  receive  from  Lowell,  Mass.,  the  following  sugges- 
tive account  of  a  series  of  interesting  services : 

"The  Lowell  Association,  have  during  the  woek  ending,  March 
10th,  held  a  series  of  Union  Services,  aided  by  the  pastors  of  the 
different  churches ;  the  object  being  to  awaken  new  enthusiasm 
among  the  lay  members  of  our  churches,  in  the  work  of  saving  the 
perishing  by  the  discussion  of  great  and  important  themes,  apper- 
taining to  the  work  of  the  Master. 

The  firtt  meeting  was  held  in  the  1st  Congregational  church* 
and  was  well  attended.  "  Personal  religion,"  and  "  Our  obliga- 
tions to  Christ,"  were  instructively  discussed  by  pastors  and  laymen 
present.  A  Question  Drawer  for  questions  on  religious  experience 
or  requests  for  prayers,  was  placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church, 
where  each  meeting  was  held,  and  many  requests  for  prayers  were 
presented.  One  of  these  was  from  a  young  lady,  for  her  grand- 
father, eighty-five  years  old,  and  who  was  still  out  of  Christ, 
requesting  their  prayers,  that  he  might  be  brought  into  the  fold, 
even  at  the  eleventh  hour.  The  meetings  were  largely  attended, 
excepting  two  stormy  evenings,  but  even  then  a  goodly  number 
were  present. 

"  We  have  lately  organized  a  Bible  class,  held  every  Sabbath 
afternoon  from  4  to  5  o'clock,  it  is  composed  of  persons  of  both 
sexes,  and  started  with  about  seventy,  and  this  has  been  the  aver- 
age attendance.  We  ore  blest  in  having  an  excellent  teacher  for 
the  class,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Phil  etas  Burnham  We  have  also 
started  a  Praying  Band  from  among  the  Association,  composed  of 
a-ime  of  our  most  active  members,  and  from  week  to  week  we  visit 


the  several  churches  on  the  evenings  of  their  regular  weekly 
prayer  meotings,  thus  striving  to  encourage  and  strengthen  them, 
and  add  a  new  interest  to  tlieir  meetings.  It  numbers  about  eight- 
teen,  and  one  night  we  may  be  found  in  a  Congregational  church 
the  next  time  in  a  Baptist,  and  so  on  until  all  shall  be  visited. 
While  there  are  no  cases  of  special  interest  to  report  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  our  Association,  yet  the  general  interest  is  good 
and  every  week  brings  the  glad  tidings  of  some,  who  are  saying. 
"  Oh  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him." 

Yours  in  the  cause 

G.  E.  Lovejoy. 

Good  XeiV8  from  Pennsylvania.— The  Association  work 
in  Pennsylvania  looks  very  bright.    A  correspondent  writes  us: 

"  Tho  Committee  on  Associations  in  Pittsburg,  has  organized 
thirteen  associations,  all  except  two  of  which  give  promise  of  good 
work  for  the  Master.  And  some  of  them  are  amongst  the  most 
active  in  the  state.  The  committee  are  working  in  a  dozen  other 
towns,  trying  to  induce  them  to  organize  The  Slippery  Rock  As- 
sociation, is  demonstrating  practically  how  efficient  a  country 
association  can  be.  They  have  organized  seven  associations  and 
report  fifty  added  to  the  churches. 

"  The  Erie  Committee  has  organized  seven  associations  and  havs 
several  more  under  way.  York  has  two  organizations  completed 
and  two  more  almost  ready.  The  Candor  Association  (a  country 
one)  has  organized  two  others.  Gen.  Beaver,  of  Bellfonte,  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  spent  ten  days 
amongst  the  associations  in  the  center  of  the  state,  addressing 
them  at  Jersey  shore,  Williomsport,  Reading,  Bellfonte  and  Al- 
toona.  Also  largo  public  meetings  in  Lock  Haven  and  Lewisburg, 
have  resulted  in  organizations  in  both  places.  During  March, 
two  delegates  from  the  Pittsburg  Association  addressed  those  at 
Huntington  and  Altoona ;  H.  R.  Porter,  (Pres.)  addressed  a  large 
meeting  at  Belleare,  and  organized  an  association  of  75  members. 
Two  delegates  attended  a  meeting  at  Beaver,  which  resulted  in  an 
organization,  and  $540  was  raised  for  the  years'  work ;  an  honor- 
able achievement  for  a  town  of  1000  inhabitants.  Three  delegates 
attended  a  meeting  at  East  Liverpool  and  organized  an  association 
there. 

"  The  number  of  our  Associations  has  been  doubled,  and  we  hope 
to  double  again ;  at  the  same  time  we  are  making  every  effort  to 
bring  all  our  associations  actively  into  the  work  of  saving  souls. 

A  Strong  Outpost. — A  free  reading  room  at  the  corner  of 
19th  St.  and  Ridge  Ave.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  1210  Chesnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  was  dedicat- 
ed Thursday,  March  17th  1870,  at  7:80  P.  H.  The  order  of  exerci- 
ses was  as  follows :  Rev.  S.  H.  Day  effored  the  prayer  of  Dedica- 
tion ;  Messrs.  Geo.  A.  Crider  and  S.  D.  Vail  and  Rev.  Dr.  Geo.  F. 
Wisivelle,  made  stirring  addresses.  Rev.  S.  H.  Day  and  Mr.  Geo. 
D.  Stroud,  also  took  part  in  the  services.  "  This,"  writes  our  corre- 
spondent, "  is  an  outpost  of  the  Association,  1210  Chesnut  street, 
and  will  work  in  harmony  with  it  We  hope  to  open  similar 
rooms  in  various  parts  of  the  city." 

Given  without  being  asked  for.  "On  last  Saturday 
evening,"  writes  a  correspondent  from  Baltimore,  "  a  gentleman 
came  into  our  rooms  walked  up  to  the  Secretary  and  handed  him 
$20,  telling  him  to  use  it  for  the  Association,  and  refused  to  give 
his  name.  I  learned  then  from  the  Secretary  that  about  $80  had 
been  handed  in,  in  the  same  manner  during  the  week,  all  of  which 
was  very  much  needed  for  the  relief  fund. 

The  Prayer  Meeting  in  Charleston,  S.  C— Mr. 
Dibble  writes  of  the  prayer  meeting  conducted  by  the  Charleston 
Association.  "The  interest  which  was  awakened  in  it  months 
ago,  continues  unabated.  Tho  attendance  is  invariably  good,  and  it 
is  not  an  uncommon  circumstance  for  ten  or  fifteen  of  an  evening 
to  ask  for  the  prayers  of  the  gathering.  There  have  been  not  a 
few  conversions.  Two  or  three  members  of  our  Association  stand 
by  this  meeting;  they  are  aided #by  some  pious  gentlemen  who 
are  not  on  our  rolls." 
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A  Vigorous  Association  in  WaslUngton  College  Va., 

—From  the  Christian  Observer  of  Richmond  Virginia,  we  take  the 
following  cheering  item : 

The  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Washington  College,  Virginia,  has  been  in 
successful  operation  only  three  years.  Under  its  control,  the  relig- 
ions condition  of  the  College  has  been  mnch  improved.  The 
Association,  since  its  organization  has  conducted  successfully  two 
large  and  flourishing  Sunday  Schools.  It  has  undertaken  with 
every  prospect  of  success,  to  build  a  Church  near  the  House  Moun- 
tain, in  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia,  in  an  extremely  destitute 
region  of  country.  The  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, is  better  now,  than  it  has  been  at  any  other  time.  The 
Sunday  evening  prayer-meeting  increases  in  interest;  besides 
this,  there  are  a  number  of  prayer-meetings  held  daily  at  the  diff- 
erent boarding  houses ;  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  ere  long,  we 
will  be  blessed  with  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  As- 
sociation has  nearly  a  hundred  members. 

WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Sisters  of  the  Stranger. — This  is  the  name  of  an.  As- 
sociation of  Christian  women  in  this  city.  Their  headquarters  are 
at  Room  45,  Bible  House. 

"  The  intent  of  this  Association  is  to  give  help  of  every  practi- 
cable kind  to  those  who  are  strangers — money  help  when  needed, 
and  when  there  is  anything  in  the  treasury.  It  cares  for  the  indi- 
gent sick ;  it  tries  to  put  strangers  in  the  way  of  obtaining  em- 
ployment ;  it  gives  the  address  of  good  boarding-houses,  and  seeks 
and  furnishes  reliable  information  in  every  department  in  which  a 
stranger,  rich  or  poor,  may  be  interested.  Eminent  clergymen, 
lawyers,  physicians  and  surgeons,  the  very  first  in  their  profes- 
sion, give  help  gratuitously,  and  whenever  called  upon.  There  is 
a  pleasant  room  with  pictures,  books,  and  periodicals,  to  which 
strangers  are  welcome  every  day  (except  Sunday),  from  0.  A.  II. 
to  1  p.  h.  and  from  2  to  5  P.  M.,  and  where  they  may  read  or 
converse,  or  write  letters.  Help  is  given  without  regard  to  creed 
or  nationality. 

"The  organization  is  supported  by  subscriptions  and  donations. 
The  subscriptions  pay  the  current  expenses.  There  is  but  one 
lady  who  receives  any  salary,  and  she  devotes  her  life  to  the  work. 
All  the  other  ladies,  and  all  the  gentlemen  who  are  concerned, 
give  their  services  gratuitously.  The  donations  arc  sacredly  ap- 
plied to  relieve  the  wants  of  those  who  are,  claimants  at  the  mo- 
ment. 

"  Any  lady  paying  $1  a  month  is  a  member  of  the  Association. 
Any  gentleman  who  pays  the  same  monthly  fee  is  an  Hpnorary 
Member.  Any  person  by  the  payment  of  $20  becomes  a  Member 
for  Life.  All  these  members  have  a  right  to  speak  and  vote  at  all 
meetings. 

"  The  money  paid  for  life-membership  is  invested.  It  is  hoped  by 
this  means  to  secure  an  endowment,  the  interest  of  which  will  be 
sufficient  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  Association,  so  that  not 
only  the  donations,  but  the  subscriptions  may  be  given  to  relieve 
the  wants  of  strangers." 

Booms  for  Entertainment. — Among  the  best  works  of 
the  "  Women's  Club "  in  Boston,  has  been  the  opening  of  the 
rooms  in  the  City  Buildings  on  Chardon  Street,  for  girls  who  have 
no  friends  in  the  city  and  no  places  to  pass  their  evenings.  They 
are  something  on  the  plan  of  the*Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, and  will  serve  to  keep  young  women  from  a  fate  that  so  many 
have  met,  simply  from  feeling  utterly  alone  and  uncared  for.  The 
rooms  are  open  every  evening,  and  certain  members  of  the  Club 
are  there  to  receive  and  entertain  the  girls.  And  they  are  well 
entertained.  Books,  a  piano,  and  all  sorts  of  games  are  provided 
for  them.  Some  evenings  the  ladies  have  little  entertainments 
for  them,  musical  or  literary.  One  evening  Mrs.  Howe  reads  for 
them,  and  other  evenings  the  young  ladies  play  and  sing. 

The  National  Government,  through  the  Indian  Commis- 
sioners, are  giving  substantial  aid  to  the  Christian  ladies  of  the 


New  Mexico,  Arozona  and  Colorado  Missionary  Associations,  in 
their  work  among  the  Pima  and  Maricopa  Indians.  The  Govern- 
ment  promises  to  give  $3,000  toward  "  a  boarding  house  chapel 
and  dwelling  for  teachers,  and  to  set  apart  a  tract  of  160  acres  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Society  and  scholars."  The  Govern- 
ment also  agree  to  advance  $1,000  toward  defraying  the  expenses 
of  opening  the  school,  and  to  pay  the  Society  $100  per  annum  for 
each  scholar  they  receive,  till  the  number  reaches  twenty-five. 

37*0  Association's  Home  and  Retreat  in  Cleve- 
land.— In  the  autumn  of  1808,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  H.  Thane 
Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  the  Woman's  Christian  Association  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  was  organized.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year  in  No- 
vember, 1869,  it  numbered  600  members.  During  that  year  5,490 
families  were  visited,  employment  for  40  women  secured,  $6,000 
raised  for  enlarging  and  repairing  as  a  "Working  Women's 
Home,"  an  edifice  (No.  16  Walnut  street),  which  Mr.  Stillman 
Witt,  had  bought  for  $5,000  and  generously  presented  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  finally  before  the  close  of  the  year,  as  suitable  house 
for  a  "  Retreat "  for  fallen  women  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Association  where  some  have  already  found  refuge. 

The  "Home"  is  three  stories  high,  with  parlors,  kitchens,  etc, 
and  12  sleeping  rooms.  The  apartments  were  severally  furnished 
by  14  different  churches  in  Cleveland,  including  the  "  Sojjety  of 
Friends."  The  fares  charged  for  rooms  and  board,  are  regulated- by 
the  circumstances  of  the  applicant.  At  the  "  Retreat "  26  nave  taken 
refuge  and  the  reclamation  of  a  number  of  these  has  .been  effected 
by  the  Divine  blessing. 

Spiritually  the  work  of  the  Association  has  been  blessed  in  the 
conversion  of  many  who  have  been  reached  by  the  Missionary 
Committee.  But  the  labors  of  the  first  year  have  scarcely  more 
than  sufficed  to  put  the  machinery  of  the  Association  in  working 
order.  We  are  hopeful  of  recording  this  year  many  precious  fruits 
of  these  promising  labors. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Annual  meeting  at  Toronto,  Ontario.— A  correspon- 
dent writes : 

"  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Associat:on  in  this  place  was  held 
on  February  18th,  and  was  well  attended.  Addresses  was  deliv- 
ered by  Dan  Wilson,  L.L.  D.,  and  a  synopsis  of  report  read,  giving 
a  sketch  of  the  work  done  during  the  past  year.  The  Rev.  W. 
Morley  Punshon,  M.  A.,  delivered  an  able  and  instructive  address. 
The  Association  is  now  carrying  on  a  series  of  Sabbath  afternoon 
lectures  in  Agricultural  Hall,  which  are  largely  attended  by 
many  who  never  enter  a  place  of  worship. 

"The  titles  are  made  attractive,  and  evidence  of  good  results  has 
been  seen.  On  the  Sabbath  evening,  after  the  close  of  services  in 
the  churches,  we  hold  another  service  in  the  same  hall,  at  which 
short  addresses  are  given,  mingled  with  prayer  and  praise,  and 
closing  with  an  inquiry  meeting,  large  numbers  remain  every 
night  for  religious  conversation.  Several  have  been  brought  into 
the  church  and  many  have  been  convicted  of  sin.  The  Association 
is  also  pushing  its  way  in  other  fields  of  labor,  and  is  about  enlarg- 
ing its  rooms,  our  present  accommodation  being  too  limited,  and 
the  question  of  purchasing  a  site  for  a  building  has  been  entertained 
and  referred  to  a  committee  who  are  looking  after  some  suitable 
place.  Our  chief  difficulty  is  want  of  earnest  workera  who  will 
not  weary  in  well  doing. 

The  work  at  West  River,  Nova  Scotia. — A  correspond- 
ent writes :  "  We  have  been  holding  cottage  meetings  once  a 
week,  with  an  average  attendance  of  28..  Association  prayer  meet- 
ings have  a  much  larger  attendance,  averaging  about  50.  A  la- 
dies prayer  meeting  has  been  opened  where  a  few  attend.  We  have 
also  been  the  means  of  starting  two  associations  and  one  prayer 
meeting  in  other  neighboring  districts.  There  is  also  an  evident 
increase  in  vital  godliness,  for  which  we  desire  to  thank  God 
and  take  courage/' 

Cdbourg,  Ontario.  A  new  and  spirited  Association  has  just 
been  formed  here  under  favorable  auspices.  They  have  opened  a 
reading  room  and  established  prayer  meetings,  etc. 

Belleville,  Out.,  has  reorganized  its  Association. 
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ABROAD. 
Activity  in  Honolulu. — Tho  Association  in  Honolulu,  on 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  has  done  a  good  work  the  past  winter  in 
supplying  the  city  with  a  aeries  of  interesting  and  popular  lectures 
and  public  readings,  "  a  want,"  says  the  Commercial  Advertiser 
of  Honolulu,  "  which  has  been  deeply  felt  here  where  intellectual 
entertainments  ore  so  rare."  Tho  charge  for  the  series  of  five 
lectures  was  only  fifty  cents  thus  making  attendance  easy  for  all 
classes.  The  course  seems  to  have  beon  successful  in  attracting 
and  benefitting  those  for  whom  it  was  intended. 

The  following  items  of  foreign  news,  are  gleamed  from  the 
"  February  number  of  the  London  "  Quarterly  Messenger  of  the 
Young  Men' »  Christian  Associations." 

Suggestion  from  a  Veteran  Worker.— At  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  Committees  of  the  London  Association,  Mr. 
George  Williams,  one  of  the  foundera  of  the  Association,  warmly 
urged  that  the  claims  of  young  men  of  every  class  in  life  should  in 
future  be  provided  for  in  Associational  arrangements.  The  Quar- 
terly Messenger  summarizes  his  remarks : 

"  It  has  been  estimated,  ho  said,  that  there  were  350,000  young 
men  in  London  between  the  ages  of  14  and  28,  of  whom  150,000 
were  in  grades  of  society  below  the  employees  of  ware  houses  and 
shops,  who  constitute  tho  Btaple  of  the  members  of  the  Association. 
The  efforts  of  Dr.  Gladstone  to  associate  young  men  and  youths 
from  among  the  wealthy  residents  in  Bayswatcr  and  its  vicinity 
showed  what  might  be  done  in  that  direction  and  would,  ho  hoped, 
lead  to  the  opening  of  rooms  in  other  private  houses  where  the 
advantages'  of  social  position  might  be  removed  subservent  to 
Christian  influence.  Our  members  should  not  only  labor  among 
young  men  of  their  own  class  in  society,  but  should  make  use  of 
Association  Bible  classes  to  reach  young  men  of  the  artisan  class 
whom  it  might  not  be  practicable  to  introduce  into  our  existing 
meetings  but  for  whom  rooms  in  suitable  localities  might  be  pro- 
vided. 


A  Logical  course  of  Bible  class  lessons.— The  Associa- 
tional class  which  meets  ovory  Saturday  evening,  in  Aldersgato 
St.,  London,  for  the  systematic  study  of  the  Bible,  under  the  guid 
ance  of  Rev.  .Samuel  Wainwright,  lately,  in  a  series  of  lessons, 
examined  the  cumulative  character  of  the  argument  in  proof  of  the 
Bible  under  the  following  heads. 

1.  That  the  "  inner  principle  "  is  insufficient  for  human  need. 

2.  That  an  "outer  Law"  is  necessary. 

8.  That  this  "  outer  Law  "  must  be  attestsd  by  miracles. 

4.  That  the  Biblo  is  such  a  law  so  attested. 

5.  That  it  is  now  substantially  the  same  as  when  first  given. 

0.  That  apart  from  the  Bible,  nothing  is  more  true  than  tho 
great  facts  of  Christianity. 

7.  That  of  those  facts  the  Bible  supplies  the  only  possible 
explanation. 

8.  That  tho  actual  connection  between  the  facts  and  the  sacred 
Books  in  which  they  are  recorded,  is  such  as  to  stamp  the  latter 
with  the  authority  of  a  divine  inspiration. 

The  North  of  England  Conference  at  its  last  meet- 
ing, composed  of  30  delegates  from  11  Associations,  being  asked  as 
to  the  holding  of  Essay  meetings  not  confined  to  Scripture  sub- 
jects, voted  "  that  our  work  was  a  religiouB  work,  and  could  best 
be  carried  on  by  the  active  personal  influence  and  solicitation  of 
the  members."  The  conference  advised  against  such  Essay  meet 
ings. 

At  Stockton,  on  Tees,  England,  the  Association  reports 
among  its  "  encouragements"  14  new  members  elected  from  among 
the  associates  during  the  year ;  the  largest  number  elected  in  any 
one  year.  Also  one  member  has  offered  himself  as  a  missionary 
and  is  now  studying  for  that  vocation. 

At  Banqob,  Wales,  the  Association  has  44  members,  and  the 
average  attendance  upon  the  hundred  meetings  of  the  year,  was 
from  15  to  20. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  HYMN  BOOK. 
We  give  below  a  specimen  page  of  the  Hymn  Book,  which,  as  proposed  at  our  last  General  Convention,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Doane,  of 
Cincinnati,  has  compiled  for  the  use  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  The  work  will  be  issued  from  the  Press  in  a  few  weeks, 
and  a  part  of  tho  proceeds  from  its  sale  will  be  appropriated  to  the  carrying  on  of  our  work  throughout  tho  continent.  Mr.  Thane 
Miller,  who  has  examined  the  collection  with  great  care,  pronounces  it  admirably  adapted  to  the  use  of  tho  brethren  in  our  Associa- 
tions. The  delegates  at  Indianapolis  will  have  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  work  for  themselves.  The  book  contains  about 
'five  hundred  hymns. 
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A  CHURCH  FORMED  IN  MADRID. 

The  Necessities  of  the  work  of  evangelization  in 
Madrid,  have  occasioned  a  new  phase  of  union  effort,  which  is  a 
most  encouraging  sign  of  the  times,  indicating  as  it  does  the  grow- 
ing  willingness  of  protestant  Christians  to  sink  minor  differences  in 
the  common  cause.  The  special  honor  in  this  case  belongs  to  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Professor  W.  J.  Enapp  of  that  com- 
munion, left  this  coantry  sometime  ago,  feeling  that  he  was 
specially  called  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  Spain. 

At  the  close  of  seven  months  of  devoted  labor,  as  an  evangelist 
in  the  most  densely  populated  part  of  Madrid,  ho  lately  succeeded 
in  gathering  into  four  halls  about  1700  persons.  Of  these,  1300 
adults  professed  their  faith  in  Christ  as  their  only  Saviour,  renounc- 
ing the  practices  of  the  Romish  church  and  entering  their  names  on 
the  books  kept  by  Professor  Enapp.  It  was  time  to  organize  a 
church,  "  Elements  of  disorder, "  wrote  Mr.  Enapp  last  March  in 
a  circular  letter,  "  are  exhibiting  themselves  on  every  hand  among 
those  who  bear  the  Christian  name,  but  who  are  pushing  forward 
peculiar  views  to  the  detriment  of  real  effectiveness  in  the  cause.  I 
have  felt,  therefore  for  some  time  that  a  regular  church  organiza- 
tion was  an  indispensable  condition  to  the  permanence  and  growth 
of  the  work ;  such  an  organization  as  would  bo  adapted  to  the 
state  of  legislation  in  Spain,  and  the  character  and  customs  of  the 
people.  After  much  mature  deliberation  and  consultation  with 
ministering  brethren  providentially  on  the  ground,  I  have  been 
led  to  propose,  voluntarily  and  self  moved,  the  formation  of  a 
church  without  attempting  a  union  of  accordant  elements  in  the 
various  denominations.  In  short  I  have  decided  to  co-operate  with 
the  herein  mentioned  brethren.  (Wm.  Moore,  Minister  of  the  Pres. 
byterian  church,  Ireland,  and  John  Jameson,  agent  of  the  National 
Bible  Society  of  Scotland),  in  the  immediate  formation  of  a  strictly 
Presbyterian  church  under  the  name  and  seal  of  the  "  Iglexia  Evan, 
gelica  de  Madrid."  You  will  not  understand  however  that  I  re- 
nounce any  of  my  personal  views  in  matters  of  Christian  order 
which  are  those  held  in  all  Baptist  churches  throughout  tho  U.  S. 
I  am  still  what  I  was  in  America,  and  if  called  home  again  should 
restrict  my  walk  to  the  denomination  of  my  choice,  if,  in  their 
judgment,  I  do  not  by  this  act  separate  myself  from  them.  But  I 
am  in  Spain.  To  all  human  appearances  multitudes  may  be 
saved  or  lost  according  to  the  spirit  of  submission  to  the  providen- 
tial guidance  of  the  Lord  manifested  by  us." 

The  church  above  alluded  to  has  been  formed  in  Madrid, 
Messrs.  Enapp,  Moore  and  Jameson  constituting  the  committee 
who  in  "  sustaining  the  work  of  God  built  up  thus  far  by  one  of  their 
number"  (Prof.  Enapp)  have  formed  a  church  and  "accept  and  admit 
the  Presbyterian  form  while  we  remain  together  as  a  committee,  as 
being  best  adapted  for  Spain,"  The  joint  work  now  consists  of  (1) 
The  church  worshipping  in  a  Hall  seating  500  persons,  (2)  A  Mis- 
sion in  a  hall  of  Bimilar  size.  (3)  A  day  school  for  boys  and  one  for 
girls.  (4)  A  Theological  class. 


jtauftng  £tUwl  3toion. 

The  Sunday  School  Teachers'  Beading  Boom  and 
Exchange,  has  been  removed  to  No.  15  Bible  House,  and  is  open 
daily  from  8  A.  m.  to  9  P.  m.,  being  free  to  all.  These  rooms  are 
designed  as  a  permanent  place  for  the  study  and  conference  of  S. 
S.  laborers  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Here  may  be  found,  and 
freely  consulted  at  all  times,  a  reference  library  of  500  American 
and  300  English  books,  carefully  selected  to  aid  the  study, 
of  the  Bible,  100  English  and  American  periodicals ;  besides  a  large 
number  of  Maps  and  Charts,  forming  a  collection  believed  to  be 
unequalled  in  the  country.  Here  are  also  exhibited  mottoes, 
hymns,  notices,  invitations,  programmes,  and  pictures,  object  and 
plain  cards. 


A  largo  Map  has  also  been  prepared,  showing  the  location  ot 
every  Sunday  school  of  every  name  and  denomination  inthe  city 
South  of  Central  Park,  with  a  city  register,  containing  a  brief  ac- 
count of  each  school. 

These  rooms  are  leased  under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Tork 
Sunday-school  Missionary  Union,  depending  on  voluntary  subscrip- 
tions to  meet  the  exponscs.    Visitors  are  always  welcome. 


A  week  at  a  City  Mission  Chapel.— Tho  chapel  is  ad- 
mirably, divided  into  rooms  of  various  sizes,  all  of  which  may  be. 
thrown  open  upon  occasion,  thus  adapting  it  to  the  various  pur- 
poses of  the  mission.  Let  us  see  how  tho  missionary  work  was 
carried  on  last  week.  We  begin  with  the  Lord's  day.  At  8.40  A.  M. 
the  teachers  meet  for  prayer ;  at  9  A.  M.  the  morning  session  of 
the  Sabbath-school  is  held ;  at  10:30  A.  M.  there  is  a  preaching 
serviceman  the  German  language ;  at  2  P.  m.  the  afternoon  service 
of  the  Sabbath-school ;  at  3:30  p.  V.  a  prayer-meeting  for  young 
women :  at  7  P.  m.  the  young  men  hold  a  prayer  meeting ;  at  7:30 
P.  M.  tho  regular  evening  preaching  service.  Monday.— At  9  A.  m. 
the  pastor  meets  with  his  missionary  assistants  to  look  over  the 
plans,  and  lay  out  the  work  of  the  week.  At  2  P.  M.  little  prayer- 
meetings  are  appointed  in  various  tenement  houses ;  at  7:30  P.  X. 
the  German  people  meet  for  prayer  and  conference.  Tuesday.— 
At  7:30  P.  M.  the  regular  prayer-meeting  is  held.  Wednesday. — 
At  2  P.  M.  the  Helping  Hand  Association  gather  the  poor  women 
together  to  make  up,  at  a  fair  compensation,  useful  garments 
which  are  afterwards  sold  to  them  at  cost.  A  few  groceries,  are 
also  retailed  at  wholesale  prices.  While  the  women  are  at  work, 
familiar  talks  on  household  thrift  .and  matters  of  sickness,  health, 
&c.,  are  entered  upon  by  the  pastor  and  other  competent  persons. 
At  3  P.  m.  the  sewing-school  for  girls  is  held,  Ihurtday. — At  3 
P.  m.  the  German  Mothers'  Meeting  is  held  ;  at  7:30  P.  m.  the  Sab- 
bath-school  teachers  meet  for  the  study  of  the  lesson.  Friday. — 
At  2  P.  M.  the  Mothers'  Meeting  is  held ;  at  3:15  P.  M„  children's 
prayer-meeting  is  held ;  at  750  P.  M.  the  young  people  meet  for 
instruction  and  practice  in  singing. 

The  foregoing  enumeration  embraces  eighteen  different  appoint- 
ments. In  addition  to  these  regular  services,  there  are  given  oc- 
casionally tea-meetings,  temperance  meetings,  lectures,  musical 
entertainments. 

#»ai»flcUrai  SMUana. 

The  Approaching  World's  Conference  of  the  Alliance 
in  this  city,  promises  to  gather  here  in  September  many  eminent 
men  from  Europe.  It  is  already  known  that  75  English  brethren, 
including  many  eminent  divines  and  about  a  dozen  members  of  Par 
liament  will  come  to  the  Conference.  Rev.  Messrs  Pressense  and 
Bessier  of  Paris,  and  Professor  Naville  of  Geneva,  have  also  prom- 
ised to  be  present.  The  programme  of  subjects  to  be  considered, 
is  about  completed  and  papers  from  the  most  eminent  Christian 
scholars  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  will  render  the  sessions 
continuously  and  deeply  interesting.  The  various  Committees  to 
whom  all  the  details  of  the  necessary  arrangements  are  entrusted, 
have  been  ably  constituted,  and  are  already  busy  in  making  every 
preparation  for  the  Conference. 


Sowing  Broadcast.— The  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  a  letter  to  the 
American  Tract  Society,  dated  March  12,  refers  to  the  good  done 
by  the  American  Messenger,  distributed  by  their  members  among 
the  soldiers.  He  says  that  there  are  over  five  hundred  soldiers  in 
the  barracks  about  the  city.  Among  those  there  have  been  over 
twenty  hopeful  conversions;  "and  the  papers,"  he  says,  "have 
been  a  powerful  instrument  in  unison  with  the  meetings  held  by 
our  young  men." 
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1ITEEARY  NOTES. 


The  Valtte  of  Classical  Study.— Samuel  H.  Taylor,  L.L. 
D.  the  honored  principal  of  Phillip's  Academy,  at  Andover  Mass., 
and  deservedly  eminent  among  Classical  scholars,  has  collected 
and  edited  in  a  small  volume  entitled  "  Classical  Study  "  a  choice 
selection  of  essays  from  the  pens  of  distinguished  scholars  of 
England,  Scotland,  Germany,  and  our  own  country, — all  setting 
forth  the  value  of  the  study  of  the  classics.  In  his  admirable  in 
traduction,  the  editor  states  that  the  design  of  the  book  is  not "  to 
cry  up  classical  study  to  the  detriment  of  any  other ;  but  only  to 
give  it  its  true  place  and  importance,  which  it  is  in  danger  of  losing 
in  an  age  that  looks  so  largely  at  immediate  practical  results." 
This  design  is  very  successfully  carried  out,  and  we  commend  this 
volume  very  heartily  to  all  interested  in  the  cause  of  education. 
Here  in  very  concise  form,  is  made  accessible  the  opinions  and  the 
reasons  for  them,  of  many  eminent  scholars  concerning  the  indis- 
pensable value  of  classical  study.  The  book  is  a  12mo.  volume 
of  381  pages,  published  by  Warren  F.  Draper,  Andover,  Mass., 

The  Wise  Men:  Who  They  Webb.  A  volume  by  Professor 
F.  W.  Upham,  to  which  we  called  attention  last  month.  We 
would  heartily  commend  it  to  the  careful  perusal  of  Sunday  School 
teachers  and  all  interested  in  the  study  of  the  Bible.  It  4s  a  book 
whose  scholarly  merits  makes  it  worthy  of  more  than  a  cursory 
reading.  The  question  which  forms  the  title  of  the  work  has  perhaps 
never  been  more  satisfactorily  answered.  The  book  also  throws 
light  on  Persian  and  Oriental  history.  The  consideration  of 
Balaam's  prophecy,  of  Daniel  among  the  Magi,  and  of  Kepler's 
Discovery,  are  of  special  interest.  The  book  is  written  in  a 
scholarly,  but  simple  style,  and  is  but  the  beginning  of  a 
series  which  the  author  is  preparing.  The  Star  of  Our  Lord,  and 
The  Transfiguration,  are  products  of  his  pen,  which  will  soon  be 
issued  from  the  press. 

Christ  in  Song.— These  "  Hymns  of  Immanuel "  selected  from 
the  sacred  lyrics  of  all  ages,  by  bo  eminent  a  Christian  scholar  as 
Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  have  been  very  happily  classified,  and  consti- 
tute one  of  the  most  valuable  collections  for  the  service  of  song 
which  has  ever  issued  from  the  press.  "  The  hymns  of  Jesus  are 
the  Holy  of  holies  in  the  temple  of  sacred  poetry"  and  the  songs 
of  this  inner  sanctuary  have  been  cherished  with  peculiar  affection 
by  the  Church  in  every  period.  They  light  the  gloom  of  the 
dark  ages,  and  lose  nothing  of  their  lustre  in  these  brighter  times. 
These  songs  have  been  sung  in  various  tongues,  and  one  evidence 
of  the  comprehensiveness  of  the  collection,  is  that  it  contains  trans- 
lations of  185  hymns  from  eight  different  languages.  The  present 
is  the  fourth  edition  of  the  work,  and  the  publishers  have  wisely 
sought  to  make  the  book  accessible  to  all,  by  reducing  its  cost  and 
price.  It  is  now  offered  at  $2,25  instead  of  $5,00  and  though 
thus  reduced  in  price/the  volume  seems  to  retain  almost  all  the 
external  beauty  of  former  editions.  Messrs.  A.  D.  F.  Randolph 
&  Co.  of  this  city,  are  the  publishers. 
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THE   MONTH. 

AT  HOME. 

Congress  Moves'  Slowly,  the  House  being  engaged  chiefly 
over  the  tariff  bill.  Many  private  measures  also  are  before  it. 
Cyrus  W.  Field,  asks  for  the  incorporation  of  a  company  to  lay  a 
Pacific  Ocean  cable  to  China,  and  the  Arctic  explorers,  Drs.  Hall 
and  Hayes,  are  anxious  to  have  a  government  appropriation  of 
$100,000  to  enable  them  to  continue  their  discoveries  until  tho 
north  Pole  is  reached.  If  these  enthusiastic  devotees  of  science 
would  give  bonds  to  refund  the  appropriation,  in  case  they  fail  to 
get  a  sight  of  the  object  of  their  ambition,  they  would  perhaps 
encounter  less  opposition  in  Congress. 

Two  Public  Documents  of  great  importance,  were  issued 
from  the  executive  mansion  last  month,  in  connection  with  tho  first 
proclamation  of  the  adoption  of  the  fifteenth  amendment.  The  Pres- 
ident enforced  in  a  message,  the  necessity,  imposed  upon  the  nation 
by  its  own  act,  of  affording  to  the  four  million  new  voters,  lately 
slaves,  every  facility  for  moral  and  mental  advancement.  This 
proclamation  and  the  message  accompanying  it,  must  bo  consid- 
ered as  two  important  features  of  the  present  administration. 

Tlie  Death  of  General  Thomas,  is  deeply  mourned 
throughout  the  country.  He  was  a  soldier  of  unblemished  reputa- 
tion standing  in  the  front  rank  of  American  generals,  and  the  im- 
posing honors  with  which  he  was  buried  at  his  homo  in  Troy, 
were  a  merited  tribute  to  his  memory. 

The  Frkedmen's  Savings  Bank  of  Washington,  had,  in  March, 
18GG,  $199,283  in  its  vaults;  In  March,  1870,  $1,657,006.  Of  the  36 
cashiers  at  its  various  branches,  13  are  colored  men.  Its  largest 
branch  is  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  next  largest  at  Vicksbnrg. 

Spring  trade  and  travel  open  briskly  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 
Six  hundred  passengers  cross  the  plains  and  mountains  doily  at  the 
present  time. 

'  The  cost  of  sending  a  telegraphic  message  from  New  York  to 
Bombay,  India,  is  $17  60  per  ten  words. 

New  Mexico  has  applied  for  admission  to  the  Union  as  a 
State. 

The  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  has  prohibited  tho 
publication  of  income  returns. 

COLLEGE  GIFTS  AND  ITEMS. 

TjNrVERBlTY  OP  CALIFORNIA.  This  institution  Is  to  have  five 
college  buildings  with*  the  Astronomical  and  Magnetic  Observato- 
ries, the  Faculty  Lodge  and  the  houses  of  the  Professors.  The 
buildings  are  to  be  thoroughly  earthquake  proof.  All  the  mate- 
rials to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  University  ore  of  native 
manufacture  and  production,  with  the  exception  of  the  gloss. 

The  Thompson  Methodist  University  on  the  Bayou  Techeu, 
receives  thirty  acres  of  land  from  J.  Baldwin  Esq.,  of  Cincin- 
natti.  He  desires  the  College  to  be  an  institution  of  learn- 
ing, where  youth,  irrespective  of  sex  or  color,  may  obtain  a 
Christian  education. 

Rev.  Morris  A  Tyng,  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stopnen  H.  Tyng, 
has  been  appointed  to  the  Griswold  Professorship  of  Biblical  Lit- 
erature in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Diocese  of  Ohio,  at 
Gambler. 

Bishop  Whipple,  now  travelling  in  Europe  for  his  health,  has 
had  a  gift  of  $20,000  for  the  endowment  of  a  professorship  in  the 
Episcopal  college  at  Faribault,  Minn.,  and  $1,000  worth  of  books 
from  the  University  of  Oxford. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Cunningham,  D.  D.,  recently  elected  Presidont  of 
the  Oglethorpe  College,  Georgia,  died  at  Lagrange,  on  the  10th 
inst.,  of  pneumonia.    Rev.  Dr.  Willis,  of  Macon,  succeeds  him. 

A  betired  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church  has  given  threo 
hundred  volumes  of  valuable  standard  theological  works  to  tho 
Seminary  at  Tiffiin,  Ohio. 

Rochester  University,  receives  $25,000  from  General  J.  F. 
Rathbone,  of  Albany,  the  income  to  be  appropriated  to  the  increase 
of  the  Library. 

Mr.  Elijah  Shaw,  of  Wales,  Massachusetts,  has  given  to  the 
Freedman  School  in  Raleigh,  N.  C,  $5,000. 

The  Presbyterian  University  at  Wooster,  Ohio,,  receives  $20,000 
by  the  will  of  the  late  Boyd  J.  Mercer,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

Williams  College  receives  $2,000  by  the  will  Mrs.  Riley  Loomis 
ofTroy. 
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ABROAD. 

Tfie  Emperor  Napoleon  has  determined  to  submit  certain 
proposed  changes  in  the  French  Constitution,  to  the  vote  of  tho 
Nation  directly,  without  presenting  them  for  discussion  to  the  Leg- 
islative Assemblies.  This  Imperial  right  of  appeal  to  the  popular 
will,  is  pot  favored  by  many  Deputies  and  Senators,  and  the 
Emperor's  proposition  receives  much  opposition.  The  shrewd 
Monarch,  however,  well  knows  the  effect  produced  upon  the  masses 
when  their  sovereign  throws  himself  upon  their  decision  and  rec- 
ognizes their  voice  as  supreme.  It  is  a  piece  of  strategy  for 
popularity,  and  Napoleon  will  not  fail  to  resort  to  it  as  often  as 
occasion  demands. 

Canada  is  fitting  out  an  expedition,  2500  strong,  to 
march  into  the  Winnepeg  country  this  summer,  and  suppress  the 
diminative  rebellion  existing  there. 

The  Dominion  has  also  been  considerably  agitated  over  a  threat- 
ened Fenian  invasion  from  our  Northern  borders,  and  even  made 
a  call  on  her  militia  to  defend  her  soil.  The  Fenians  have  been 
laughing  at  the  scare  ever  since,  no  raid  having  been  proposed  by 
them. 

TIte  Darien  Expedition  has  not  thus  far  encountered  any 
hostile  Indians,  and  the  health  of  the  explorers  was  good.  The 
surveyors  of  the  Canal  route  have  passed  inland  along  the  Caledo- 
nia River,  and  Capt.  Selfridge  believes  that  the  expedition  will 
establish  the  feasibility  of  building  an  inter-oceanic  canal  at  that 
part  of  tbe  Isthmus. 


Tits  Acquittal  of  Prince  Bonaparte  tried  for  the 
murder  of  Noir,  was  not  in  the  least  unexpected.  The  unfortunate 
victim  belonged  to  a  party  violently  opposed  to  the  Emperor  and 
the  Prince,  and  it  was  not  difficult  to  defend  the  shooting  by  tho 
latter  as  justifiable;  but  to  impartial  witnesses  the  trial  seemed  a 
mockery. 

In  England  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Gladstone  minis- 
try, are  generally  supported,  though  the  Irish  Land  Bill  occasions 
heated  discussions.  The  annual  budget  of  the  Kingdom  represents 
a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditures,  and  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion of  the  finances. 

Lady  Fbankxin  has  arrived  at  San  Francisco,  on  her  way  to 
Van  Couver's  Island,  where  a  man  holds  a  letter  said  to  have  been 
written  by  Sir  John  Franklin,  which  he  will  only  give  to  Lady 
Franklin  in  person.  Though  eighty  years  old  she  has  undertaken 
the  journey  to  got  it. 

The  Punishment  of  the  Spanish  Duke  of  Montpensier  for 
killing  Henry  de  Bourbon  in  the  late  duel  is  one  month's  exile- 
from  the  city,  and  a  fine  of  $8,000  for  the  poor  Prince's  family. 

Paraguay  has  at  last  been  relieved  of  the  wretched  war 
which  has  been  devastating  its  borders,  by  the  death  of  Lopez,  the 
dictator,  in  battle. 

For  the  first  time  in  ten  years  the  boat  crew  of  Cambridge 
University  have  won  in  the  annual  contest  with  Oxford. 
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Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are 
prepared  by  skilled  work- 
men, from  the  best  materi- 
als, and  are  known  as  the 

STANDARD 
by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 
Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 
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THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 

AND 
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pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

BED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers,  (Red  Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED  OIL, 

RAW,  BOILED  AND  REFINED 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO, 

General  Agents, 

237  PEABL  STEEET,  HEW  YOKE. 


£pttial  gate. 


STEAK  TO  AND  FB0M  GLASGOW, 

CALLING  AT 
MOTILE,     LONDONDERRY, 

To  land  and  embark   Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  BTKAM- 
EK8, 

America,  Caledonia  India, 

A  ikIIm,  Cambria,  lawn, 

Aaatralla,  Colombia,  Ismalla, 

Britannia,  Europe,  Scandinavia. 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  30,  North  River,  »t  It  o'clock,  Noon. 

Rates  of  PaHa^e  payable  in  Currency,  and  aa  low  aa 
by  any  other  First-Class  Line. 

Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Station  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  &c 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  IS  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  in  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

For  farther  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office.  No.  1  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 

Nxw  Tonic,  January,  1870. 


Ingush  Newspapers,  Naguiaa,  ud  Perioiicab 

E0B  Y.  M.  C.  A.  *  OTHEB  BEADIHG  E00MS. 

NEW  DESCRIPTIVE  LIST, 

With  Prices  Per  Year  jtjst  Issued, 

and  moiled  free,  on  application  to 

WILLMER  &  ROGERS, 
47  Natuau  Street,  N.  T., 
General  Agents  in  the  United  States  for  all 

English  Periodicals  &.  Newspapers 


Use  JOHN  DWIGHT  &  CO.'S 

BEST   SALERATCS, 

OB  TKEIB 

STJPEB    GARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  cooking 

purposes.    Established  1846. 

11  OLD  SLIP,  HEW  YOKE. 


£ircriat  got,***. 


T.  G.  SELLEW, 

MANUFACTURER  OF 

DESKS 

AND 

OFFICE    FURNITURE, 
No.  176  Fulton  St., 

Opposite  St.  Paul's  Cecbcd,  and" 

NO.  107  FULTON  STREET, 

NEW  YORK. 

LIBRARY  FURNITURE  TO  ORDER. 


CLOCKS, 
0fE*A  QMSSES, 

RICH  VIENNA  LEATHER  BAGS. 

Articles  packed,  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  United  States. 
SCHUYLER,  HABTLET  A  GRAHAM, 

zl  John  Street,  and  19  Maiden  Lane. 


$8i«m  £$  | 


wxnmtt  Uompang 


805  BROADWAY, 

Cor.  Ilth  St,  NEW  YORK. 

LEMUEL  BANGS,  President. 
GEORGE  ELLIOTT,  Vice-Pret't  and  Secretary. 
E.  McCLINTOCK,  Actuary. 

A.  E.  M.  PURDY,  Examiner. 
•  >. 

North-western  Department — Chicago. 

GEORGE  C.  COOK,  PraldenL 
WM.  R.  MABLAY,  Secretary. 


X.  TEILLAKD, 

lur.Aitaii-A.xa'D  tailleub, 

251  FOURTH  AVENUE,  IV.  T. 

Cor.  30th  St. 
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THE  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  BETHLEHEM,  PA. 


We  take  special  pleasure  in  presenting  a  view  of  the  Associa- 
tion Building  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  with  a  sketch  of  its  origin 
and  usefulness,  for  we  are  thus  able  to  show  in  the  most  con- 
clusive way,  that  the  brethren  in  our  smaller  towns  need  and 
can  secure  a  building  for  the  development  of  their  work.  Mr. 
A.  H.  Leibert,  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  at  Bethlehem, 
has  very  kindly  sent  us  the  following  instructive  information : 

"The  Building  was  erected  during  1867  and  1868,  and  was 
dedicated  Sunday  afternoon,  March  22d,  1868.  The  cost, 
including  that  of  the  furniture,  was  $16,500,  $6,500  of  which  is 
unpaid.  This  debt  we  are  trying  to  liquidate  gradually,  by 
getting  members  to  pledge  themselves  to  pay  a  certain  amount 
annually.  At  the  start  $9,000  were  raised  by  subscriptions,  and 
by  a  successful  fair.  The  building,  lot  and  furniture,  are  now 
-valued  at  $25,000  The  building  is  located  on  Main  Street.  It 
measures  28x75  feet,  and  is  46  feet  high.  The  front  is  of  brick, 
with  brown  stone  facings.  The  entrance,  leading  up  stairs  to  the 
ball  on  the  third  floor,  is  six  feet  wide,  with  vestibule.  On  the 
first  floor  to  the  left  of  this  entrance  is  a  store  (20x30  feet).  Con- 
nected with  this  is  an  officc(10xl2  feet),  and  on  the  first  floor 
also  is  the  museum  room  of  the  Young  Men's  Missionary  So- 
ciety (50x24  feet).      On  the  second  floor  is  the  reading  room 


(50x26  feet),  which  contains  a  "  Reference  Library  "  of  several 
hundred  volumes  Communicating  with  the  reading  room,  in 
the  side-building  over  the  office  of  the  store,  is  the  Library,  con- 
taining about  2,000  volumes.  In  the  rear  of  the  reading  room 
is  a  parlor  or  conversation  room (23x12  feet),  and  across  the  hall 
from  the  same  is  the  washroom.  On  the  third  floor  is  the  main 
hall,  (62x26  feet),  which  will  seat  comfortably  about  400  people. 
It  is  furnished  with  pulpit,  desk,  and  comfortable  settees.  In 
the  rear  of  the  hall,  on  either  side  of  the  entrance,  are  a  small 
Committee  room  and  a  lumber  room. 

The  building  was  the  means  of  permanently  establishing  our 
Association.  The  list  of  members  immediately  increased,  and 
now  we  have  525  Active,  Honorary,  and  Life  members,  all  of 
whom  pay  yearly  the  sum  of  $1.50.  The  Honorary  members  con- 
sist of  Jladies  and  of  friends  to  the  cause,  who  do  not  belong  to 
any  denomination.  The  ladies  assist  us  greatly  in  the  work, 
by  a  fair  and  festival,  which  are  held  every  year,  and  which  have 
thus  far  proved  successful. 

The  rent  of  the  store  brings  us  a  revenue  of  $400,  which  is 
used  in  paying  the  interest  on  the  debt,  and  we  hope  that  be- 
fore many  years  the  entire  debt  may  be  wiped  out.  This  will 
leave  us  a  good  sum  yearly  toward  current  expenses." 
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HOW  TO  SECURE  A  BUILDING. 

WILLIAM  E.  DODOS,  JB. 

For  the  best  efficiency  and  most  vigorous  life  of  an  Association 
in  a  large  community,  a  building  is  almost  a  necessity.  And 
even  in  smaller  towns,  wise  and  thoughtful  workers  will  feel 
the  need  of  a  permanent  home.  The  semi-respectability  which 
comes  with  hired  rooms,  liable  to  constant  changes,  and  located 
in  buildings  occupied  for  many  other  purposes,  gives  not 
only  to  the  general  public,  but  even  to  members,  a  feeling  of 
want  of  permanency,  which  almost  imperceptibly  chills  the 
working  power  and  often  leads  to  the  breaking  up  of  once  vig- 
orous organizations. 

The  growth  and  the  rapidly  increasing  influence  of  those  As- 
sociations in  both  our  cities  and  smaller  towns  where  suitable 
buildings  have  been  erected  give  the  best  evidence  of  their 
value.  Indeed  wherever  this  experiment  has  been  tried  with 
proper  pluck  and  wisdom,  it  is  wonderful  how  readily  and 
liberally  the  needed  funds  have  been  given. 

In  large  cities  where  thousands  of  young  men  are  crowded 
in  uncomfortable  boarding  houses,  exposed  to  terrible  tempta- 
tions, no  Christian  man  can  doubt  the  wisdom  of  securing  a 
large  cheerful  building,  which  shall  win  young  men  to  safe 
evening  companionship,  and  to  everything  which  tends  to 
educate  the  body,  the  mind,  and  the  heart,  where  in  other 
words  the  entire  system  of  work  organized  and  matured  in  our 
best  associations,  may  with  all  its  kindly  influences  be  effectu- 
ally carried  out.  And  in  smaller  towns  where  for  want  of  a 
betterresort,  young  men  hang  about  taverns  and  dram  shops, 
billiard  saloons  and  street  corners,  learning  fast  lessons  of 
dissipation  and  worthlessness,  an  attractive  building  in  a  con- 
spicuous place, with  reading  room  and  classes,  lectures  and  music, 
and  cheery  and  safe  companionship,  must  be  a  power  for  good 
.and  a  check  to  evil,  beyond  all  estimate. 

The  edifice  in  such  towns  becomes  the  central  point  for  all 
general  Christian  work  and  a  help  to  the  pastors  and  churches. 
For  here  all  denominations  may  meet  on  common  ground  to  or- 
ganize and  carry  out  works  of  charity  and  love,  and  the  little 
rivalries  and  jealousies,  which  among  the  best  Christian  people 
sometimes  arise  between  congregations,  to  mar  and  chill  the 
service  of  the  Master,  are  soon  forgotten. 

This  declaration  in  brick  and  stone  that  continued  Christian 
work  is  meant,  compels  the, respect  of  those  who  may  not  sym- 
pathize with  the  deep  spiritual  meaning  of  such  a  building. 

One  who  had  given  ten  thousand  dollars  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  of  this  kind,  said  to  the  writer :  "  The  very 
cutting  boldly  in  enduring  stone  over  your  grand  doorway, 
those  words  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  "  there 
always  to  remain  in  the  sight  of  this  great  wicked  city,  amply 
repays  me  for  all  I  have  given." 

Bye  and  bye,  in  better  times,  the  churches  themselves  will 
take  hold  of  this  work  and  instead  of  keeping  spacious,  costly 
edifices  closed  and  desolate  through  all  the  week  of  temptation, 
will  open  them  for  more  frequent  and  mote  attractive  services 
and  will  add  reading  rooms,  instruction,  music,  lectures,  and 
refined  social  Christian  intercourse  as  a  means  of  leading  those 
under  their  care  to  better  and  happier  lives. 

But  for  the  present,  certainly,  no  better  plan  can  be  adopted 
than  for  the  earnest  young  men  of  all  the  churches  to  unite  and 
erect  Association  buildings  and  care  for  this  work.  Instead  of 
estranging  them  from  their  proper  church  allegiance,  this  will 
make  them  more  useful  and  warm  hearted  in  all  the  work  of  their 
own  congregations,  and  give  them  a  brotherly  hold  upon 
many  young  men  whom  they  could  not  otherwise  win  to  their 
church  services.  In  some  of  the  large  churches  of  New  York 
city,  the  best  and  most  reliable  officers  are  those  who  have  been 
trained  in  Association  work. 


In  the  erection  of  such  a  building,  the  following  suggestions, 
which  have  been  successfully  carried  out  in  several  cases,  may  be 
of  service : 

1st  Fully  organize  your  Association,  having  for  officers 
those  who  have  the  entire  confidence  of  the  community  for 
wisdom,  character,  and  Christian  earnestness. 

2d.  Pray  and  work  for  such  an  earnest,  cheerful  and  manly 
piety  in  all  your  active  membership,  so  high-toned,  so  strictly 
honest,  and  full  of  kind  thoughts  for  others,  that  all  shall  see 
that  the  religion  you  wish  to  extend  and  publish,  is  one  that 
goes  into  every  hour  of  daily  life  and  tends  to  remove  those 
warped  and  unfair  ideas  of  our  Holy  Faith  which  so  many 
people  entertain. 

3d.  Call  together,  as  far  as  'possible,  aU  the  pastors  of  the 
churches  and  the  leading  mature  Christian  men  of  the  place  and 
so  explain  the  needs  and  objects  of  the  work  as  to  insure  their 
full  co-operation.  Advise  with  them  as  to  location  and  plan  of 
building,  probable  cost  and  revenue,  so  that  they  may  not  think 
you  are  young  men  rushing  heedlessly  into  extravagant  and 
rash  expenditure. 

4th.  In  your  plan  for  a  building,  arrange  to  carry  out  aU 
the  yarious  forms  of  work  and  to  provide,  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  means  at  command,  for  a  diversity  of  attractions  to 
suit  differences  of  temperaments  and  inclinations.  Do  not  sacri- 
fice everything  else  to  a  fine  lecture  room  or  a  large  reading 
room  or  to  a  gymnasium,  but  let  each  interest,  have  its  proper 
place  as  far  as  possible.  A  room  for  large  meetings  and  lee. 
tures,  parlors  for  social  religious  meetings,  a  reading  room  and 
library  are  necessary.  If  possible,  add  a  conversation  room,  a 
gymnasium,  class  rooms  for  evening  instruction  and  baths.  An 
abundance  of  light,  good  ventilation  and  safe  access  should  be 
provided  for.  , 

5th.  Start  with  the  full  determination  not  to  be  hampered 
with  debt ;  let  the  plans  and  specifications  be  carefully  studied 
that  no  change  may  be  called  for  and  the  exact  cost  may 
be  known.  It  may  be  wise  to  build  Btores  on  the  first  floor.  In 
such  cases  a  moderate  mortgage  or  funded  debt  may  be  safely 
placed  on  the  building  provided  a  careful  arrangement  is  made 
to  have  a  part  of  the  income  sacredly  applied  to  the  payment 
of  interest  and  the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund. 

6th.  Arrange  to  have  the  property  held  in  trust,  in  perpet- 
uity, so  as  to  insure  to  those  who  give  largely  the  reasonable 
certainty  that  the  building  will.be  always  used  for  the  purpose 
designed  and  that  in  the  possible  case  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
society,  or  the  entire  change  of  its  evangelical  character,  the 
property  will  revert  to  the  Trustees  to  be  by  them  kept  open 
for  the  object  of  the  trust.  The  laws  of  nearly  all  the  states 
amply  provide  for  these  matters. 

7th.  Having  provided  for  al!  these  most  important  prelimi- 
naries, induce  some  liberal  and  leading  persons  to  so  start  your 
subscription  list,  on  the  batri*  of  the  turn  to  be  raited,  as  to  give 
you  promise  of  success.  Follow  this  up  promptly  and  vigor- 
ously. It  may  be  well  to  hold  a  public  meeting  and  have  arti- 
cles in  the  papers  to  call  attention  to  the  effort.  Considerable 
experience  has  shown,  that  for  the  actual  raisjng  of  money 
direct  personal  conversation  and  appeal  are  needed  and  but 
little  dependence  can  be  placed  on  meetings,  printed  appeals, 
or  collecting  agents. 

If  properly  approached  those  less  interested  in  the  entire 
work  will  often  give  largely  towards  a  branch  of  it  to  which 
they  are  specially  attracted. 

8th.  If  the  Lecture  Hall  of  the  bnilding  be  properly  arranged, 
a  considerable  income  can  be  expected  for  it,  without  interfer- 
ing with  the  work  of  the  Association. 

9th.  The  plan  of  raising  the  whole  cost  of  building  by  the 
issue  of  stock  or  bonds  has  been  tried  with  success,  but  the 
necessity  of  providing  each  year  for  the  interest  on  the  whole 
cost  is  an  objection.  As  a  rule,  the  same  parties  who  take  stock 
would  subscribe  the  same  amount. 
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LIVE  BY  LABOR. 

.  JOHN  HALL  D.  D. 

The  blunt  and  witty  doctor  who  ordered  his  plethoric  pa- 
tient to  live  upon  sixpence  a  day  and  earn  it,  struck  a  principle 
which  applies  to  more  than  plethora  and  gout.  Churches,  con- 
gregations, and  our  own  Associations,  need  to  be  reminded  that 
they  are  to  justify  their  existence,  and  to  prosper  and  be  in 
health  by  the  faithful  and  effective  performance  of  the  duties 
for  which  they  have  been  created. 

How  often  inactivity  has  been  followed  by  dissolution,  is 
testified  in  many  a  city  and  town  in  which  an  Association  was 
launched  hopefully,  sailed  awhile  slowly,  and  then  perished 
miserably.  The  most  lively  memories  it  has  left  behind  are  in 
the  minds  of  a  few  good  men  who  had  to  "  foot  the  bill."  "What 
brought  about  the  catastrophe  ?  Were  there  no  young  men  ? 
Had  they  no  sympathy  ?  Did  divisions  weaken  and  destroy 
them  ?  Or  did  hostile  power  kill  them  ? 

Leave  a  sword  in  its  scabbord,  to  the  simple  action  of 
time,  and  it  will  become  useless  sooner  than  in  the  hand,  and  in 
constant  service.  The  iron  chain  will  corrode  into  uselessness 
through  rust,  long  before  it  wears  out  in  brisk  career  over  blocks 
and  barrels.  Notice,  too,  how  these  analogies  suggest  that  it  is 
the  strongest  things  that  will  rust.  So  will  our  Associations 
with  their  many  elements  of  strength  come  to  nothing  when 
they  do  nothing. 

An  occasional  meeting  in  which  a  few  persons,  sometimes 
puerile,  and  sometimes  prosy,  do  all  the  talking ;  an  occasional 
lecture,  grave  or  gay,  as  the  Secretary  can  procure  a  lecturer, 
who  does  not  think  of  the  young  men  half  so  much  as  of  the 
"  general  audience  : "  an  annual  meeting — the  interest  of  which 
does  not  lie  in  anything  about  the  young  men,  but  in  some 
"  bright  particular  star "  that  is  then  to  corruscate  above  the 
horizon  of  the  "  T.  M.  C.  A." — what  permanent  interest  can 
this  fitful  and  "feckless"  existence  have  for  any  young  man 
who  is  not  torpid  ? 

Life  is  too  short  young  man,  life  is  a  great  deal  too  short  for 
such  waste  as  this.  A  busy,  stirring,  moving,  young  man  gets 
tired  of  the  empty  pageant.  He  drops  his  attendance — there 
was  nothing  to  attend  to— drops  his  subscription,  and  bye  and 
bye  the  inactive,  invertebrate,  inanimate  jelly-fish,  called  an 
"  Association,"  drops  away  also. 

But  what  is  there  to  do  t  Much  every  way.  A  stirring  debate 
in  which  many  share,  and  for  which  they  read  and  think  is 
better  than  a  hundred  dollars  worth  of  any  "  orator's  "  fireworks. 
What  is  the  light  literature  which  plays  over  the  surface  of  a 
young  man's  mind,  compared  with  the  earnest,  self-action  that 
stirs  it  to  its  depths,  and  sets  it  all  in  motion?  "  Mr. ,  lec- 
tured before  the  Y.  M.  C.  A."  -Yes,  that  is  it ;  they  sat  smiling 
on  the  benches,  and  he  exhibited  some  graceful  intellectual 
gymnastics  in  the  arena.  How  could  that  make  their  minds 
strong,  ready,  and  serviceable  for  the  conflicts  of  life  ?  Get  up, 
young  men  1  and  use  your  own  minds,  not  as  mere  vain  talkers, 
but  as  reading,  observing,  thinking  men  who  value  speech 
because  it  makes  thought  available. 

What  of  the  library  ?  A  good  deal  of  it  is  fiction ;  some  of 
that  poor  enough;  and  little  else  is  read.  Can  young  American 
men  grow  strong  upon  "  White  as  a  My,"  "  The  man  that 
groaned,"  u  Sunk  like  lead,"  and  other  books  with  unintelligible 
titles,  and  contents  to  match  ?  Young  men  who  exist  mentally 
on  such  pabulum,  will  not  keep  up  an  Association  or  anything 
else  worth  keeping  up. 

The  " mutual  improvement,"  where  is  that?  Does  the  con- 
versation improve  you?  The  intercourse?  Whom  have  you 
improved?  Who  has  improved  you?  How  many  have  you 
drawn  into  the  Bible-class  ?  Who  goes  now  to  the  prayer-meet- 1 


ingwith  you?  What  young  fellow  is  there  on  whom  you  and 
your  friends  have  laid  kindly  hands,  resolved  to  help  him  out 
of  vice,  and  upward  to  manliness,  and  whom  you  love  and  pity 
so  much  that  it  makes  the  prayer  meeting  interesting  to  you  to 
pray  for  him? 

It  is  in  such  work,  that  any  Association  will  find  its  life  and 
strength  under  God.    In  real  vigorous  action  upon  one  another  • 
in   honest   and  severe  efforts  made  for  others;  in  systematic 
patient  toil  for  them  who  are  not  yet  Christians ;  in  concerted 
and  united  action  for  the  common  and  the  public  good,  will 
be  found  the  vital  power  of  an  organization.    If  any  of  our 
friends  have  been  forgetting  this  we  warn  them.    Memento 
mori  ;  remember  you  shall  die,  and  worse  still,  die  unwept.  A 
young  man,  not  wholly  corrupt  and  degraded,  does  not  keep  up 
shams  for  sham's  sake.      He  hates   maintaining  appearances 
without  an  object.    He  must  be  made  to  feel  that  there  is  real- 
ity about  any  employments  that  he  is  expected  to  pursue.     It 
may  be  very  pleasant  for  an  easy-going  Frenchman  to  sit'out- 
side  a  cafe  and  sip  sugar  and  water.     American  young  men  who 
are  worth  anything,  will  not  and  should  not  endure  to  have 
ever  so  elegant  a  cafe,  and  everlasting  sugar  and  water.  They 
are  American;  Anglo  Saxon;  Christian.  Let  them  toil,  be  hungry, 
thirsty,  tired,  let  them  struggle  and  compete,  and  feel  their 
strength  and  their  weakness,  and  they  will  feel  the  charm  of 
activity  and  glow  with  a  sense  of  vigorous  life.    They  are  not 
infants  to  open  their  pretty  lips  and   get  baby  nourishment. 
They  are  young  men.  to  labor,  and  watch,  and  help  the  weak, 
and  learn  to  win  victories.  They  are  American  young  men  to  win 
and  wear  the  honors  and  profits  of  a  rapidly  moving  world,  where, 
patience,  self  control,  and  honest  knowing  take  the  lead.  They 
are  Christian  young  men  associated,  that  is  going  in  company, 
like  an  army,  to  rule  over  and  subdue  a  continent,  with  its  cities 
and  towns,  its  commerce  and  its  councils,  under  the  Sceptre  of 
Christ.    Let  our  Associations  act  on  this  principle  and  they 
will  live,  and  like  all  the  true  living  things  that  God  makes, 
and,  unlike  the  products  of  man — have  "  seed  in  themselves 
upon  the  earth  after  their  kind." 

[For  the  Association  Mohthlt.] 
"LORD,  WHAT  WOULDST  THOU  HAVE  ME  TO  DO?" 

E.  PRENTISS. 

Hast  Thou,  my  Master,  aught  for  me  to  do— » 

To  honor  Thee  to-day  ? 
Host  Thou  a  word  of  love  to  some  poor  soul 

That  mine  may  say  ? 

For  soe,  this  world  that  Thou  hast  made  so  fair, 

Within  its  heart  is  sad ; 
Thousands  are  lonely — thousands  sigh  and  weep, 

But  few  are  glad. 
To  which  of  them  shall  I  stretch  forth  my  hand 


With  sympathetic  grasp  ? 
Vhose  fainting  form,  shall  T 
Fondly  enclasp? 


Whose  fainting  form,  shall  I  for  Thy  dear  sake 


They  all  are  dear  to  Thee ;  and,  loving  Thee, 

Dear  are  they  all  to  me ; 
In  every  visage  marred  by  grief  and  pain, 

Thy  mark  I  see. 
Straight  from  my  heart,  each  day  a  blessing  goes 

Warmly,  through  Thee,  to  theirs : 
They  are  enfolded  in  my  inmost  heart, 

And  in  my  prayers. 

But  which,  among  them  all,  is  mine  to-day  t 

O  guide  my  willing  feet 
To  some  poor  soul  that  fainting  in  the  way, 

Needa  counsel  sweet. 

Or  unto  some  sick-room,  where  I  may  speak 

With  tenderness  of  Thee ; 
And  showing  who  and  what  Thou  art,  O  Christ 

Bid  sorrow  flee. 
Or  with  one  whose  straits  call  not  for  wordff; 

To  one  in  want,  in  need ; 
Who  wills  not  counsel,  but  would  take  from  m» 

A  loving  deed. 
Surely  Thou  hast  some  work  for  me  to  dcy 

Oh,  open  Thou  my  eyes, 
To  see  how  Thou  wouldst  have  it  done, 

And  where  it  lies  I 
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«  DO  IT  WITH  THY  MIGHT." 

A  WOBD  OF   GREETING  FROM  THE  FOREIGN  FIELD. 
JAMES  E.  DENNIS. 

Sidon,  Stria,  March,  1870. 

I  thank  you  for  the  invitation  and  opportunity  you  give  me 
to  say  a  word  to  the  Christian  young  men  of  America.  I 
respond  most  gladly,  and  will  first  of  all  send  a  word  of  hearti- 
est greeting  and  sympathy  from  the  Foreign  Mission  field.  Our 
work  is  one,  and  so  should  our  hearts  be  one,  in  brotherly 
feeling  and  mutual  interests.  Hay  God  bless  the  Christian 
young  men  of  America,  and  give  them  a  holy  earnestness  and 
abundant  success  in  the  Master's  work.  The  first  number  of  the 
"  Association  Monthly-"  reached  me  by  an  early  mail.  As  I 
unfolded  it,  it  seemed  as  if  a  visitor,  fresh  from  the  Western 
world,  had  dropped  into  my  study,  way  off  in  this  stagnant 
Orient ;  its  out-spoken  principles,  its  fresh,  earnest,  and  point- 
ed thoughts,  and  condensed  record  of  so  much  work  and  pro- 
gress in  members  of  Christian  communities,  came  to  us  as  a 
refreshing  and  helpful  influence,  which  only  hearts  living 
amidst  the  spiritual  desolation  and  decay  of  these  Eastern  land9 
can  appreciate.  While  thinking  the  other  day  of  something  suit- 
able for  your  columns,  and  contrasting  in  my  own  mind  the 
religious  life  around  me,  and  that  of  Christian  young  men  at 
home,  the  thought  suggested  itself  that,  after  all,  there  is  a 
lesson  in  Christian  work  which  the  history  of  Mohammedanism 
clearly  teaches. 

Many  good  things  have  come  out  of  many  Nazareths  in  the 
world's  history,  and  so  it  may  be  that  from  the  bloody  history 
of  Mohammedanism,  and  its  still  wide  spread  and  vigorous, 
though  manifestly  waning  ascendency  over  the  Eastern  world, 
we  may  gather  a  lesson  in  Christian  economy.  And  this  would 
be  the  worth  of  enthusiasm  in  our  Christian  work,  the  power 
and  success  which  is  sure  to  attend  the  doing  with  our  might, 
(our  might  of  dependence  and  prayer  as  well  as  our  might  of 
heart  and  purpose),  what  our  hands  find  to  do  in  the  Master 
service.  If  we  mistake  not  one  of  the  deep  secrets  of  the  spread 
and  power  of  the  religion  of  the  Prophet,  was  the  vigor  of  soul, 
the  intensity  of  purpose,  which  characterized  the  efforts  of  its 
followers. 

Is  there  not  a  lesson  in  this  for  the  Christian  church,  not  of 
motive  or  method,  but  of  moral  earnestness  and  purpose  in  ful- 
filling her  great  commission  to  teach  all  nations  of  Jesus  and 
His  cross.  Concerning  the  short-comings  of  the  church  in  this 
respect,  it  is  not  the  prerogative  of  individual  Christians  to  sit 
in  judgment;  but  that  a  far  higher  moral  sincerity  and  a  more 
fervent  zeal  is  attainable  and  necessary,  no  one  would  feel  it 
presumptuous  to  say.  The  world's  history  is  full  of  magic  names, 
and  brilliant  with  the  achievements  which  have  been  accom- 
plished under  their  influence.  Now  is  it  too  wild  an  expec- 
tation to  cherish,  that  the  time  may  come  when  the  name  of 
Jesus  will  fire  the  heart  of  the  Christian  soldier  with  an  enthu- 
siaism  more  truly  grand  than  was  ever  excited  by  that  of  Na- 
poleon or  Mohammed ;  when  faith  in  the  Gospel  and  devotion 
to  its  principles  shall  have  their,  mightiest  possible  power  over 
Christian  hearts ;  when  it  shall  be  thought  the  dearest  and 
most  satisfying  honor  upon  earth  to  lead  a  soul  to  Christ ;  and 
when  the  position  of  an  embassador  of  the  cross,  at  home  or 
abroad,  shall  be  counted  a  privilege  not  too  dearly  purchased 
at  any  sacrifices  ?  Why  need  we  feel  that  this  is  impossible  or 
hopeless  ?  Have  we  not  in  the  Christian's  relation  to  his  Saviour, 
and  the  world  of  perishing  men,  all  those  characteristics  which 
render  probable  the  highest  exemplification  of  heroism  and 
loyalty  f  Were  there  in  the  hearts  of  the  millions  of  the  pro- 
fessed followers  of  Christ  an  appreciation  of  the  honor  and 


privilege  of  his  service,  and  a  zealous  activity,  at  all  in  propor- 
tion to  the  just  claims  involved,  what  precious  results  might 
attend  the  work.  If  these  things  are  possible,  why  not  hope 
for  them,  write  for  them,  preach  for  them,  pray  for  them,  and 
strive  ourselves  after  these  higher  moods  of  piety  and  consecra- 
tion with  all  the  soul  we  have. 

And  among  whom  can  we  look  for  their  realization  with 
higher  hopes  than  among  the  Christian  young  men  of  America. 
Who  have  better  advantages,  nobler  motives,  more  pressing 
responsibilities  and  wider  opportunities  than  they  ?  Fields  of 
mission  work  among  the  needy  and  destitute  are .  spread  out 
before  them.  Thousands  of  young  men  in  cities,  towns  and  vil- 
lages, exposed  to  temptation,  need  the  sustaining  and  helpful 
influence  of  Christian  friendship  and  the  invigorating  experi- 
ence of  Christian  work  in  which  they  may  themselves  partici- 
pate. They  need  the  social  prayer  meeting,  the  reading  room 
and  the  healthful  influences  of  recreation  in  a  pure  moral 
atmosphere.  These  are  needs  of  body,  mind,  and  soul, 
which  it  is  both  wise  and  necessary  to  supply  in  the  system 
of  every  Christian  association  seeking  to  reach  that  class.  They 
need  to  come  in  contact  with  a  high  toned  religious  life,  and  a 
profoundly  earnest  spirit  of  Christian  work.  What  noble  in- 
ducements for  us  all  to  be  in  earnest,  wisely  patiently,  mightily, 
prayerfully,  and  above  all,  lovingly  in  earnest  Life's  noblest 
success,  Heaven's  choicest  rewards,  wait  upon  such  earnest- 


There  is  an  aspect  of  this  subject  in  which  it  assumes  a  sig- 
nificance which  no  Christian  heart  can  contemplate  without 
the  deepest  emotion.  We  find  embedded  in  all  the  history  ot 
the  church  of  Christ,  the  important  and  solemn  truth,  that  the 
plan  of  God  is  the  accomplishment  of  the  world's  conversion 
through  human  instrumentality.  This  is  certainly  the  evidence 
of  the  past,  and  it  cannot  be  demonstrated  from  Scripture  that 
such  is  not  to  be  the  divine  plan  to  the  end.  The  Spirit  ot 
God,  hereafter,  as  before,  will  work  through  human  prayer  and 
hearts  and  hands.  Look  now  at  the  awful  spiritual  destitution 
of  the  world.  Beyond  doubt  an  overwhelming  responsibility 
rests  upon  guilty  souls  themselves.  But  is  the  church  of 
Christ  and  every  individual  Christian  guiltless  here  I  May  it 
not  be  true  that  there  is  a  willingness  in  the  pitying,  loving 
heart  of  Jesus  to  save  multitudes,  which  the  church  by  coldness 
or  doth  or  lack  of  self-denying  devotion  continually  fails  to 
render  effectual,  in  her  sphere  as  the  chosen,  responsible,  hu- 
man instrumentality  ?  Not  that  Christ  cannot  work  without 
human  agency.  He  eould  convert  every  soul  upon  earth  at  any 
moment  in  the  world's  history.  But  he  has  marked  out  a  plan 
which  includes  human  agency,  allows  full  play  for  human 
effort,  involves  human  responsibility,  promises  great  success  and 
most  blessed  results  to  earnest  and  unselfish  human  endeavor ; 
and  in  the  workings  of  this  plan,  in  the  achievements  of  human 
effort  and  sacrifices,  as  God's  chosen  agency,  is  the  history  of 
redemption  to  be  written.  Upon  the  promptness  and  fidelity  of 
Christians  in  acting  their  part,  may  be  waiting  the  spiritual 
fate  of  millions,  yet  to  God  shall  be  the  glory. 

Who  would  not  gladly  count  it  glory  enough  to  be  permitted 
to  share,  no  matter  how  humbly,  in  such  a  work  ?  It  is  to  the 
glory  of  His  condescension  that  He  seeks  to  use  us  as  laborers 
together  with  Him.  But  let  us  appreciate  the  dignity  and  re- 
sponsibility He  has  put  upon  us.  Oh  for  a  loftier  zeal  in  our  co- 
operation with  Infinite  love  and  Divine  grace  in  saving  the  per- 
ishing. Has  not  God  shown  us  in  the  history  of  Apostolic  labors, 
what  He  is  ready  to  do  through  self  denying,  devoted  human 
agents  ?  Nor  need  we  go  back  to  the  Apostolic  age,  our  own  times 
furnish  illustrations  of  a  transcendent,  well  nigh  miraculous  effi- 
ciency which  is  manifested  in  connection  with  the  labor  of 
earnest  men.  And  in  regard  to  the  relation  of  the  whole  church 
to  this  subject,  it  is  a  most  encouraging  fact  that  God  blesses 
so  richly  the  present  outlay  of  men  and  means  afforded  by 
the  Christian  church  for  the  salvation  of  the  world  ;  scanty 
and  disproportionate  as  it  must  be  acknowledge  to  be,  when 
we  take  into  consideration  the  immense  resources  available. 
What  therefore  may  we  not  expect,  as  pledged  to  us  by  the 
workings  of  God's  Providence  in  the  present,  if  we  are  more 
earnest,  more  unselfish,  more  wholly  consecrated  in  all  our 
resources  to  the  service  of  the  Master. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1870] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


125 


THE  ASSOCIATION   IN   COLLEGES  AND 
SCHOOLS. 

PROFESSOR  A.  K.  BPENCE. 

THERE  is  a  vast  army  of  oar  youth  away  from  homo  at  our 
Colleges  and  Schools  of  learning.  Its  ranks  are  counted  by  tens 
of  thousands  and  are  composed  of  the  very  flower  of  the  land. 
They  are  the  hope  of  the  Nation,  as  well  as  of  their  families  and 
friends.  Many  of  them  are  exposed  for  the  first  time  to  the  temp- 
tations of  life  without  the  guardian  care  of  father  or  mother.  They 
are  at  the  critical  formative  period  of  life — the  period  of  impulse 
and  passion,  and  of  scepticism  too,  when  a  traditional  faith  received 
from  others,  must  be  replaced  by  a  faith  of  one's  own.  It  is  a  time 
of  decisive  trial,  when  the  immature  Christian  becomes  a  drone 
or  a  worker  in  the  Church,  and  adopts  correct  or  faulty  methods 
of  life  and  labor.  It  is  a  period,  therefore,  which  should  have  the 
most  loving  watch  and  care. 

The  students  at  our  Colleges  and  Schools,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  form  a  community  in  the  midst  of  a  community.  Common 
pursuits  and  affinities  draw  them  to  each  other,  and  antipathies, 
often  reprehensible  to  the  world  without,  tend  to  the  same  result. 
Good  as  well  as  evil,  exists  in  each  of  these  communities  without 
respect  to  the  other,  a  truth  acted  upon  in  our  institutions  of  learn- 
ing in  religious  matters.  Thus,  aside  from  the  Church  at  large, 
with  its  ordinances  has  come  into  being,  the  College  .and  class 
prayer-meeting,  the  society  of  inquiry,  and  even  the  College 
Church.  Vast  good  has  been  done,  and  will  be  by  these  agen. 
cies,  and  in  some  cases  they  may  be  best,  but  we  would  again 
call  the  attention  of  your  readers,  as  has  been  so  well  done  by  Dr. 
Anderson,  of  Rochester  University,  to  the  Christian  Association 
as  especially  fitted  for  this  field  of  operation. 

It  is  Catholic  in  its  character,  embracing  all  who  can  truly  be 
called  Christians.  Think  as  we  may  of  the  pious  fathers  of  a  past 
generation,  the  children  of  to-day,  and  none  more  than  those  in 
our  schools,  made  one  in  Christ,  will  grasp  hands  over  the  walls 
of  sectarian  separation.  Strong  as  is  the  idea  of  national  unity, 
that  of  Christian  unity  is  yet  mightier  and  seems  destined  to  join 
in  one,  earth  with  all  its  climes  and  tongues. 

But  while  the  Christian  Association  unites  all  Christians,  it 
leaves  each  to  the  choice  of  his  own  denomination,  thus,  in  its 
sphere,  accomplishing  that  which  seems  to  be  God's  law  in  the 
universe— unity  in  variety.  In  it*  place,  it  is  better  than  a  Church, 
supplementing,  but  not  supplanting  it,  and  is  not  one  of  its  places 
the  College  and  School,  whose  pupils  are  away  from  home,  and 
peculiarly  isolated.  Begetting  union  in  the  hearts  of  the  young, 
union  in  the  essential,  it  forgets  minor  distinctions,  and  drawing 
neither  from  the  moorings  of  faith,,  nor  the  Church,  liberalizes  in 
the  right  way. 

Then  too,  its  pulse  beats  in  unison,  with  the  warm  young  life  of 
the  land,  quickened  as  it  is  by  many  a  new  throb  in  the  present 
day,  the  day  of  life  and. of  action,  and  its  tongue  untaught  in  the 
dialect  of  the  schools,  bursts  out  in  the  free  spiritual  language 
which  rushes  from  the  heart,  leaps  from  the  lips,  beams  from  the 
eye,  and  speaks  in  every  tone  and  feature.  In  all  this  it  is  spe- 
cially fitted  to  the  ardor  of  our  youth  in  the  process  of  their  edu- 
cation. 

But  the  Christian  Association  in  College,  is  no  longer  an  ex- 
periment. In  Rochester  University,  as  we  learn  from  the  Febru- 
ary number  of  the  Association  Monthly,  it  has  had  a  successful 
existence  of  eight  years.  In  the  University  of  Michigan,  after  a 
life  of  more  than  twelve  years,  it  lives  still,  deeper  than  ever  in 
the  affections  of  the  Christian  men  here,  both  professors  and 
students,  and  is  recognized  as  the  very  heart  and  centre  of  the 
Christian  life  of  this  Institution.  Each  year  as  the  multitude  of 
men  come  to  these  halls,  many  of  whom  are  pious  men,  is  heard  the 
heartfelt  expression  "bless  God  for  the  Christian  Association," 
and  again  at  its  close,  as  they  are  about  to  scatter  for  a  season,  or  for 
always,  and  adieus  are  said  to  each  other,  and  to  alma  mater,  the 
same  utterance  comes  from  quivering  lips,  and  full  hearts,  while 


pledges  are  given  to  bo  faithful  to  God  and  the  Christian  Associa- 
tion. In  the  midst  of  College  rivalries  and  class  distinctions 
'incident  to  College  life,  there  is  one  place  where  ambition  and 
discord  never  comes,  and  denominational  differences  too  ore 
unknown.  There  Presbyterian,  and  Methodist,  Episcopalian,  and 
Baptist,  Congregationalist,  Lutheran,  and  Quaker,  and  men  of 
other  denominations,  and  no  denomination,  meet  together  in  equal- 
ity,  and  fraternal  oneness  in  Christ. 

The  Association  exists  no  doubt  with  similar  results  in  other 
Institutions,  we  know  not  how  many.  We  would  it  were  in 
more,  judging  from  its  benefits  where  it  now  exists,  and  urge  a 
special  consideration  at  the  next  international  Convention,  for  this 
subject — the  Christian  Association  in  Colleges  ahd  Schools 
— its  value  and  how  to  plant  and  conduct  it  in  such  Institutions. 


THE  PURPOSE  OP  OUR  SECULAR  AGENCIES. 

VERRANUS  MORSE,  11.  D. 

Our  Association  is  called  Christian.  Its  object  is  the  con- 
version of  young  men ;  and  this  object  is  the  most  important 
one  that  can  be  undertaken ;  it  is  sufficiently  important,  cer- 
tainly, to  demand  the  whole  energy  of  every  Association;  and 
yet  each  Association  undertakes  to  provide  for  the  social  and 
intellectual,  as  well  as  spiritual  improvement  of  its  members ; 
and  this  apparent  diversion  is  believed  to  be  wise  and  judic- 
ious. Is  it  so  f  Doubtless  it  is.  Many  who  are  reached  by  our 
Associations  and  are  brought  into  the  membership  of  our 
churches,  are  young  men  who  have  grown  up  with  no  religious 
instruction,  and  but  little  mental  culture  or  social  elevation. 
The  Associations  of  which  they  become  members  and  the 
churches  with  which  they  unite,  do  what  they  can  to  teach 
them  the  great  principles  and  duties  of  Christianity.  But  the 
Association  depending  exclusively  on  its  members  to  do  its 
work,  very  clearly  recognises  the  importance  of  making  young 
men  not  only  Christians,  but  working  Christians ;  it  sees  that 
every  converted  young  man  is  needed  to  labor  for  the  conver- 
sions of  others. 

When  the  early,  moral,  mental  and  social  training  of  young 
men  has  been  neglected,  they  need  in  addition  to  their  spiritual 
culture  the  disciplining  of  their  intellectual  powers  and  tho 
improvement  of  their  social  habits. 

The  study  of  French  may  not  make  them  any  better  Chris- 
tians, a  knowledge  of  French  may  not  be  needed  to  fit  them 
for  the  particular  variety  of  Christian  work  they  may  under- 
take, but  the  mental  discipline  derived  from  the  study  of 
French  or  any  other  language  or  literature,  qualifies  them 
better  to  discharge  any  duty,  that  requires  intellectual  effort. 
And  the  knowledge  acquired  by  these  studies  may  make  young 
men,  whether  religious  or  irreligious,  more  useful  to  themselves, 
to  their  employers  and  to  society. 

But  mental  culture  is  not  the  whole  purpose  of  our  secular 
efforts.  These  young  men  must  have  some  place  and  occupa- 
tion for  their  evenings.  Many  of  them  receive  but  small  com- 
pensation and  are  obliged  to  occupy  lodgings  or  live  in  cheap 
boarding  houses,  where  there  arc  no  facilities  for  spending  their 
evenings  profitably  or  pleasantly. 

The  devil  takes  advantage  of  this  circumstance  and  estab- 
lishes his  association  rooms  in  close  proximity  to  such  houses, 
to  entrap  their  inmates.  Those  who  have  no  place  but  a 
cold,  dark,  or  dismally  lighted  bed-room  in  which  to  spend 
their  evening  hours,  are  very  readily  enticed  away  to  the  warm 
and  well  lighted  billiard  room,  theatre,  concert  or  drinking 
saloon. 

The  Association  with  its  well  warmed,  lighted  and  furnished 
reading  rooms  and  libraries,  its  instruction  in  science  and  liter- 
ature, its  practical  and  scientific  lectures,  debating  societies, 
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music  and  the  like,  furnishes  such  young  men  with  refined  and 
Christian  associates,  attractive  and  intellectual  employment, 
and  a  comfortable  and, pleasant  place  for  their  evenings. 

Such  agencies  not  only  strengthen  their  intellectual  powers> 
but  they  improve  their  social  condition  and  their  moral  charac- 
ters also,  by  keeping  them  from  the  degrading  influences  of  the 
theatre  and  the  bar-room.  They  take  them  away  from  debasing 
companions,  practices  and  influences,  and  thus  keep  them  from 
sinking  lower,  and  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  means 
they  elevate  them  intellectually,  morally  and  socially.  This 
improvement  is  secured  without  the  loss  of  an  hour ;  and  their 
evenings  are  made  pleasant  and  useful,  instead  of  being  worse 
than  wasted. 

Many  who  are  not  familiar  with  our.  work,  and  some  even 
who  are  earnest  friends  of  the  Association,  suppose  that  our 
secular  department  is  designed  to  be  used  as  a  decoy  to  allure 
unconverted  young  men  within  our  reach,  and  that  while  they 
are  nibbling  unsuspiciously,  we  are  sedulously  laboring  to 
infuse  gospel  truths  into  their  minds,  hoping,  in  this  clandes- 
tine way,  to  reach  their  hearts,  and  secure  their  conversion.  A 
few  of  our  Associations  believing  in  this  allurement  theory,  and 
thinking  that  the  same  devices  that  are  used  in  the  drinking 
saloons  would  be  most  likely  to  be  successful  in  the  Association 
rooms,  have  tried  dice,  dominoes,  billiards  and  cards.  But 
religion  is  not,  like  contagious  diseases,  to  be  caught  simply  by 
bringing  people  in  contact  with  it,  especially  where  it  is  float- 
ing as  loosely  as  it  is  about  the  dice  box  and  card  table,  located 
in  the  rooms  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Even  if 
unconverted  young  men  could  be  beguiled  into  our  rooms  with- 
out personal  effort,  it  would  require  personal  effort  to  interest 
them  in  the  subject  of  personal  religion,  and  Christian  young 
men  who  spend  their  time  manipulating  dominoes,  will  hardly 
be  prepared  to  discharge  this  duty,  even  when  the  opportunity 
comes  to  them.  But  if  they  will  go  out  with  manly  Christian 
vigor,  and  converse  with  these  young  men,  as  they  meet  them 
at  their  boarding  houses  and  places  of  business,  they  will 
reach  multitudes  instead  of  the  one  or  two  or  none  that  will 
come  to  them  at  the  rooms,  and  by  this  same  effort  they  will 
be  cultivating  their  own  spiritual  strength  and  Christian  man- 
liness. But  besides  the  utter  inefficiency  in  Christian  work 
of  such  agents  as  cards  and  billiards,  there  are  radical  ob. 
jections  to  them  on  account  of  their  tendency  to  demoralize 
those  who  use  them.  And  there  are.  objections  to  the  employ- 
ment of  even  useful  agents  as  decoys,  since  such  employment 
must,  necessarily,  be  based  on  deception. 

Our  secular  machinery  then,  like  theological  seminaries,  is 
designed  to  be  used,  not  directly,  but  indirectly  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  unconverted.  It  is  designed,  in  connection  with 
our  religious  department,  to  prepare  Christian  young  men  to  go 
out  and  work,  not  to  relieve  them  from  the  necessity  of  work- 
ing; to  enable  them  to  use  their  spare  hours  for  self  improve, 
ment,  that  they  may  be  strengthened  for  a  life  work  of  Christian, 
effort,  not  to  do  their  work  for  them ;  to  add  physical  and 
intellectual  force  to  their  Christian  zeal,  that  they  may  be  able 
to  run  and  speak  to  the  unconverted,  and  not  to  render  them  so 
imbecile  that  unconverted  young  men  may  go  in  and  out  before 
them  without  concern  and  without  advantage. 

Such  being  the  purpose  of  our  secular  agencies,  there  can 
be  no  objection  to  them.  Let  us  see  to  it  then,  that  there  are 
none  to  the  manner  of  carrying  it  out. 


"Old  and  young  all  brought  their  troubles. 
Great  and  small  for  me  to  hear : 
I  have  often  blessed  my  sorrows 
That  draw  others'  grief  so  near." 


THE  CONVENTION  OF  1870. 

A  WORD  OF  GREETING  AND  SUGGESTION  FROM  MR.  HODDEH. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  of  London,  who  last  summer  bore  to  the 
Portland  convention  the  Christian  salutations  of  our  brethren 
in  Great  Britain,  sends  us  the  following  timely  words  of  greet- 
ing and  fraternal  counsel.  They  will  ouly  strengthen  the  desire 
to  see  him  once  more  among  us  and  welcome  him  to  some  fu- 
ture convention. 

"  I  shall  never  forget  the  precious'season  I  enjoyed  at  Portland 
last  year  in  personal  communion  with  the  beloved  Brotherhood 
of  the  Association  of  the  United  States  and  Canada.  I  there 
formed  happy  friendships  and  learned  valued  lessons  which  will 
always  be  remembered  with  thankfulness. 

If  spared  till  1871,  it  is  possible  I  may  again  find  myself  at 
your  annual  convention,  and  shall  be  with  you  in  spirit  during 
the  approaching  sittings. 

I  am  rejoiced  to  know  that  you  have  now  a  monthly  paper 
and  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  medium  of  communication  to' 
propose  one  loving  question  to  my  Brethren  across  the  water. 
It  may  be  deemed  by  them  desirable  to  make  it  a  subject  for 
conference. 

"What  is  involved  nt  being  an  active  member  of  the 
Association  ? 

It  is  generally  known  that  in  Great  Britain,  we  do  not  adopt 
the  terms  "  Active  and  Associate  "  members.  "We  invite  young 
men  to  our  rooms  and  provide  educational  advantages  for 
them  and  they  become  subscribers  to  the  general  funds  of  the 
Association;  but  member*  are  admitted  (without  pecuniary  obli- 
gation) only  on  their  giving  evidence  that  they  have  under- 
gone the  great  change.  Nor  is  this  enough ;  to  join  our  work 
involves  service.  This  idea  is  very  happily  suggested  by  the 
term  you  employ,  active  membership.  Is  it  not,  well  to  inquire 
how  far,  and  in  what  degree  of  interest  is  the  term  a  true  one 
at  regard*  each  member  of  the  Association  ? 

The  prosperity  of  our  work  must  depend  upon  the  faithful- 
ness with  which  each  member  fulfils  his  duty.  A  high  standard 
is  the  Only  safe  one,  and  to  my  mind  the  following  qualifica- 
tions should  characterize  all  who  join  our  ranks : 

1.  Pereonal  piety. 

2.  A  missionary  self  sacrificing  tpirit. 

8.  Faithful  attendance  at  business  meeting*  of  the  Attoeiation. 

4.  Constant  attendance  at  the  prayer  meeting*. 

6.  Special  solicitude  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  young  men. 

8.  Fraternal  love  for  every  member  of  the  Association. 

My  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  is  that  His  presence  may 
be  felt  and  enjoyed  by  every  delegate,  and  that  the  gathering 
at  Indianapolis  may  be  characterized  by  even  greater  blessings 
than  that  which  attended  the  never  to  be  forgotten  conference 
of  last  year  at  Portland." 


A  Book  on  the  Daily  Prater  Meeting. — In  connection 
with  Dr.  Daggett's  excellent  article  about  the  daily  prayer 
meetings,  which  appears  in  another  column,  we  wouldcall  the 
attention  of  the  brethren  in  our  Associations,  to  the  best  argu- 
ment and  exhortation  know  to  us  in  behalf  of  these  meetings 
for  prayer.  It  is  presented  in  a  little  book  entitled,  "  A  daily 
walk  with  God  in  his  ordinances "  by  the  late  Rev.  Stephen 
Porter,  which  we  are  glad  to  see  has  reached  a  fifth  edition. 
It  is  an  earnest  plea  for  daily  public  worship,  from  precedents 
in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  from  the  usages  of  the  first 
three  centuries  of  the  Christian  era,  and  from  the  present  wants 
of  the  Church  and  of  the  world.  Its  circulation  will  help  in 
establishing  and  sustaining  daily  prayer-meotinga.  The  pub- 
lisher is  EraBtus  Darrowi  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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DAILY  UNION  PRAYER  MEETINGS. 

O.  E.-  DAGGETT,  D.D.       . 

There  is  a  view  which  we  have  not  yet  seen  presented  bnt  which 
we  believe  to  be  of  great  practical  importance  in  the  right  concep" 
tion  and  successful  management  of  these  meetings.  The  daily  as- 
semblages generally  resorted  to  in  hours  of  revival  are  understood 
to  be  occasional  and  temporary  measures,  depending  largely  on  the 
number  ol  attendants,  and  at  least  on  some  unusual  degree  of  ex- 
citement, or  a  certain  "  sensational"  character.  There  is  an  air  of 
specialty  about  them,  a  tone  of  emphasis.  All  this  appears  in  the 
prayers,  hymns,  tunes,  exhortations,  the  brevity  and  quick  succes- 
sion of  these  exercises,  the  topics  oftenest  occurring,  and  even  in  the 
selections  made  from  the  Scriptures.  Such  being  their  character, 
they  are  for  their  own  times,  but  not  for  all  times.  They  are 
among  the  phenomena  of  revivals,  and  coming  with  them  must 
cease  with  them  also.  We  are  not  in  the  least  disparaging  either 
services  of  this  quality,  or  revivals  as  such ;  we  believe  in  both ; 
bat  we  thus  note  their  distinctive  character,  and  the  obvious  fact 
that  they  are  not  and  never  have  been  among  the  standing  constant 
methods  cf  Christian  activity.  Not  that  they  are  therefore  theless 
valuable  in  their  time  and  place,  for  they  have  a  value  of  their  own 
depending  on  their  extraordinary  quality;  not  that  Christians 
must  be  necessarily  or  may  be  excusably  worldly,  stupid,  or  un_ 
fruitful  most  of  the  time,  or  any  of  the  time;  but  that  the  distinc- 
tive type  of  religion,  which  we  now  recognize  as  a  revival,  and  the 
distinctive  interest  of  its  social  services,  in  numbers,  sympathy, 
and  demonstrativeness,  are  not  to  be  identified  with  the  life  or 
health  of  a  Christian  community  every  year  and  all  the  year  round. 

What  then  ?  We  answer  that  a  daily  prayer  meeting,  for  all 
times  and  seasons,  rightly  conceived  of,  must  not  be  restricted  to 
this  type,  and  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  specialties  of  re- 
vivals. We  insist  on  this  discrimination  as  necessary  to  right 
judgment  and  right  action  on  the  whole  subject.  It  shows  what 
may  be  properly  demanded  or  expected  of  such  meetings,  what 
good  may  be  found  in  them  or  come  of  them,  and  indeed  how  far 
they  are  practicable.  But  for  this  distinction,  we  should  agree 
with  those  who  say  that  daily  meetings  cannot  be  maintained  every 
year  and  all  the  year,  and  we  should  have  no  answer  for  others 
who  excuse  their  own  absence  for  no  better  reason  than  "  the  small 
attendance,"  or  the  lack  of  "  special  interest,"  the  last  time  they 
were  present,  or  their  "  not  feeling  like  it." 

And  to  make  our  meaning  the  clearer,  we  add  that  in  the  par- 
ticulars here  noted  the  daily  prayer  meeting  must  stand  on  the 
same  footing  with  certain  other  services  which  are  not  occasional 
or  temporary,  but  Regular  processes  in  the  common  life  of  the 
church. 

Who  thinks  of  discontinuing  the  Lord's  day  services,  or  the 
smaller  weekly  assemblages,  or  staying  away  from  them,  because 
just  now  they  aro  not  thronged,  or  not  as  stimulating  as  they 
might  be,  or  not  diversified  by  new  sensations?  What  would  be 
thought  of  suspending  family  worship  whenever  it  ceases  to  be  ex 
citing  or  the  circle  is  reduced  in  number?  Now  we  insist  that 
daily  prayer  meetings,  as  permanent  means  of  culture,  must  be  put 
on  this*  same  footing,  differing  to  this  extent  from  revival  scenes 
and  from  the  assemblages  that  derive  their  interest  from  novelties, 
"  sensations,"  moods,  or  crowds.  The  leaders  must  have  this  in 
view  in'  their  selections  of  Scripture  and  of  subjects.  The  attend- 
ants must  come  with  such  expectations.  The  interest  to  be 
looked  for  must  be  of  such  a  sort  as  to  last  through  the  year,  like 
that  of  Sunday  and  family  devotions.  To  attempt  giving  every 
meeting  in  the  series  any  other  kind  of  interest,  is  as  inappropriate 
as  to  print  every  page  of  a  book  is  italics,  the  device  in  both  cases 
necessarily  defeating  itself.  We  expect  permanence  and  succesr 
for  these  services  so  far  as  they  answer  to  the  idea  of  family  prayer 
and  conference  from  day  to  day  among  as  many  Christians  of 
various  names  as  have  the  opportunity  and  the  heart  to  enjoy  them. 
And  of  course  their  success  will  lie  not  in  the  crowded  attendance 
or  "thrilling  interest "  of  extraordinary  occasions,  but  in  the  devo- 
tional fellowship  of  Christians  (if  only  "  two  or  three  ")  "continu- 
ing daily  with  one  accord"  in  "prayer  and  supplication  with 
thanksgiving." 


LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 
By  Mrs.  E.  Prentiss. 

Author  of  "  Frtd,  Maria  ana  Me,"  "  Stepping  Heavenward,"  Ac.,  Ac. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  In  the  year  18T0,  by  the  Ex.  Co*,  of  the 

T.  M.  C.  Associations  of  the  U.  S.  and  British  Provinces,  In  the  Clerk's 

Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Southern  District  of  Sew  York. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

When  Horace  presented  himself  at  Aunt  Jane's  the  next  even- 
ing, at  five  o'clock,  he  was  told  that  the  dinner  hour  had  been 
deferred  till  six,  as  the  barrels  destined  for  the  army  were  not 
yet  packed,  and  the  dining-room  was  in  confusion. 

"  Aunt  Jane  says  you  may  come  and  help  us,  if  you  like,"  said 
Annie,  after  delivering  this  message.  He  followed  her,  therefore, 
to  the  dining  room,  and  though  it  hurt  him  not  a  little,  made 
himself  very  useful.  The  girls  were  in  high  spirits,  and  made 
themselves  merry  over  their  work :  still,  Horace  felt  that  Annie 
treated  him  with  evident  friendliness,  while  Maggie  kept  out  of  his 
way  as  much  as  possible.  Indeed  he  did  not  know  what  to  make 
of  Maggie :  every  now  and  then  in  the  midst  of  her  gaiety  there 
would  come  over  her  a  fit  of  gravity  and  silence  that  suggested 
some  secret  source  of,  unrest.  At  last,  when  the  barrels  were  full 
and  some  articles  still  remained  on  their  hands,  Annie  said : — 

"Now,  Mr.  Wheeler,  jump  into  the  barrels  and  crowd  the 
things  down:  we  must  have  room  for  these  magazines  and 
papers :  some  of  the  poor  fellows  in  the  hospitals  will  be  so  glad 
of  them." 

Horace  cast  a  look  of  despair  at  Aunt  Jane ;  his  jumping  days 
were  over ;  but  must  he  tell  these  girls  so,  and  get  them  to  liking 
him  out  of  mere  pity  ? 

Aunt  Jane  understood  the  look  and  came  to  his  rescue. 

"  He  is  not  half  heavy  enough,"  she  said  ; "  I  will  call  John, 
John  will  answer  the  purpose  far  better.  Meanwhile,  Horace, 
suppose  you  write  the  address  of  these  barrels  on  cards.  Maggie, 
dear,  can  you  find  some  cards?" 

"  Yes,  here  are  some,"  she  said,  "-and  here  is  the  address,  just 
as  I  took  it  down  when  General  Walton  gave  it  to  ub." 

Horace  almost  snatched  the  paper  from  her  in  his  eagerness  to 
see  this  specimen  of  her  hand-writing ;  his  spirits  sank  when  he 
found  it  quite  unlike  that  in  which  his  own  name  had  been  written 
so  profusely.  He  had  been,  up  to  this  moment,  so  full  of  life  and 
joy,  that  every  one  observed  the  change  in  him.  The  truth  is  that 
this  trifling  incident  suddenly  revealed  to  him  how  enchanted 
he  had  been  at  the  bare  hope  that  Maggie  thought  of  him  long 
enough  at  a  time  to  write  his  name  even  once,  even  if  she  had  done 
it  from  mere  idleness.  As  to  Annie— of  course  it  was  she — why 
all  she  had  done  it  for  was  to  show  what  wonderfully'  graceful  H's 
she  could  make  I 

"  Mr.  Wheeler  is  v»ry  moody,  is  he  not,  Maggie?"  Annie  asked 
the  next  morning,  at  breakfast. 

"Is  he?"  said  Maggie. 

"  Yes,  and  did  you  notice  how  he  limped,  last  night  ?  I  have  no 
doubt  he  wears  tight  boots." 

"  Very  likely,"  said  Maggie.  She  seemed  a  little  pre-occupied, 
and  unlike  herself.  The  sudden  change  of  manner  that  had  come 
over  Horace  when  she  gave  him  the  address,  at  Aunt  Jane's  re- 
quest, had  been  too  striking  not  to  make  an  impression  upon  her. 
"  What  had  she  done  to  annoy  him  ?"  she  asked  herself,  and  then 
reproached  herself  for  caring,  and  then  said  she  did  not  and  could 
not  care  for  a  man  who  in  this  hour  of  his  country's  peril,  could 
keep  out  of  the  army  if  he  tried.  Yet  she  watched  for  him,  even- 
ing after  evening ;  whenever  the  bell  rang,  she  fancied  he  had 
come ;  but  he  came  not.  Then  she  grew  gentler  and  sweeter  than 
ever,  and  Aunt  Jane  wondered  that  a  man  who  had  seen  her,  as 
Horace  had,  could  help  loving  her ;  and  said  to  herself  that  she 
had  cast  this  Pearl  before  swine.  She  had  proclaimed  herself  as 
hating  match-makers,  and  she  was  trying  to  be  one  as  hard  as  she 
could. 

"  To  think  of  his  not  so  much  as  calling,  after  the  dinner  I  got 
up  for  him!"    she  thought, with  secret  indignation.    "Does  he 
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really  Imagine  that  such  girls  as  these  grow  on  every  bush,  and 
can  be  had  for  the  asking  t"  And  so  she  let  Mrs.  White's  great 
darling,  good  natnred  Tom  come  where  Horace  should  have  come, 
and  tried  to  fancy  that  he  would  "  do  "  for  Annie,  at  least.  And 
Annie  laughed  at  and  bewildered  and  captivated  him,  and  Maggie 
listened  to  his  prosy  talk  with  as  much  deference  as  if  it  had  been 
all  alive  with  gems.  Thus,  when  Horace  at  last  made  his  appear- 
ance, he  found  them.  Annie,  who  made  no  secret  of  her  liking  for 
her  "  cousin,"  as  she  usually  called  him,  immediately  left  Maggie 
to  entertain  the  wearisome  Tom,  and  began  to  call  him  to  account 
for  his  neglect. 

"Only  to  think,"  said  she,  "  you  are  our  own  cousin,  and  have 
not  been  here  for  ten  days  1  What  have  you  got  to  say  for  your- 
self?" 

"A  great  deal,"  he  returned,  "if  I  chose  to  say  it.  But  I  don't 
intend  to  do  so.  Now  let  me  ask  why  you  hav'nt  been  to  see 
met" 

Annie  laughed,  and  said  she  had  thought  of  it,  but  did'nt  know 
where  he  lived ;  whereupon  with  mock  gravity  he  gave  her  his 
card. 

"  I  do  believe,"  thought  Maggie,  "  that  he  is  giving  her  his 
photograph !  It  would  be  just  like  Annie  to  ask  him  for  it."  And 
she  looked  at  her  sister  reprovingly,  making  signs  that  she  must 
behave  herself.  Annie  subsided  a  little,  but  as  soon  as  Tom  White 
regained  Maggie's  attention,  she  began  again,  talking  as  if  she 
had  known  him  all  her  life,  and  with  a  friendliness,  an  evident 
liking  for  him,  that  might  well  have  turned  his  head. 

Aunt  Jane  was  greatly  scandalized.  She  had  never  seen  Annie 
in  such  gay  spirits,  nor  looking  so  attractive ;  it  would  be  just 
like  Horace  to  be  caught  by  this  bright  girl,  and  just  like  Maggie 
to  know  so  little  of  her  own  worth  as  to  put  up  with  Tom  White. 
And  Horace,  with  the  firm  conviction  that  he  hod  made  an  impres- 
sion upon  her,  and  that  Maggie  was  more  than  indifferent  to  him, 
wavered  a  little ;  that  is  to  say  he  acknowledged  that  Annie  was 
easier  to  get  acquainted  with  than  Maggie,  and  very  amusing  and 
entertaining. 

Meanwhile  Tom  White  sat  on  pins  and  needles ;  he  hardly  heard 
a  word  of  what  Maggie  was  saying,  but  was  trying  to  hear  what 
was  going  on  the  other  side  of  the  room.  He  did  so  envy  Horace 
the  animation  with  which  he  was  able  to  respond  to  Annie's ;  did 
so  wish  he  were  as  handsome,  as  easy  and  graceful  I 

When  the  young  men  took  leave,  Aunt  Jane  told  them  they 
might  come  the  next  evening,  if  they  chose,  as  she  was  going  to 
have  what  she  called  a  Busy  Bee.  This  proved  to  be  a  host  of 
young  girls  equipped  with  needles  and  thread,  who  were  to  make 
up  material  provided  by  her  for  the  soldiers.  Horace  hardly  spoke 
to  Maggie ;  he  did  not  know  what  he  expected  her  to  say  and 
do,  but  at  any  rate  he  was  dissatisfied  with  her ;  she,  on  her  part, 
scarcely  looked  at  him,  but  while  busy  with  her  work,  let  Tom 
White,  who  could  not  get  near  Annie,  sit  by  her  side  and  weary 
her  with  his  dullness.  At  last  it  so  happened  that  the  scenes 
changed ;  Tom  and  Horace  were  called  upon  to  scrape  lint,  and 
Annie  and  Maggie  were  sent  for  old  linen  for  the  purpose.  When 
they  returned  with  it,  Horace  had  an  opportunity  to  vent  his  grow- 
ing discontent  on  Maggie.  If  he  had  known  in  what  an  unreasona- 
ble mood  he  was,  he  would  not  have  spoken  at  all ;  as  it  was,  he 
said,  with  a  smile  intended  to  cover  the  irritation  with  which  he 
made  the  remark ; 

"Ton  have  acquired  such  ascendancy  over  Mr.  White,  that  I 
wonder  you  have  not  sent  him  into  the  army." 

Maggie  made  no  reply  save  by  a  quick  glance  of  surprise  and 
pain  which  he  misinterpreted. 

"She  likes  him  I"  he  said  to  himself,  "I  have  seen  it  all  the 
evening.    I  thought  she  had  more  sense. 

"  Excuse  me,  I  entreat,  he  added  aloud,  if  I  had  really  dreamed 
that  matters  had  gone  so  far  " — 

"  What  matters,  and  how  far  V  asked  Maggie,  with  some  spirit 
and  yet  not  unkindly. 

"  I  rsally  hav'nt  a  word  to  say,"  cried  Horace.    "  But  I  hope  you 


will  not  let  such  an  unintentional  piece  of  carelessness  give  you 
pain." 

"  It  was  not  unintentional,"  she  replied,  looking  up  to  him, 
"you  know  it  was  not.  Yet  I  am  ashamed  of  myself  for  caring. 
But  sometimes,  in  some  moods,  we  are  over  sensitive,  and  a  grain 
of  sand  will  then  tear  and  rend,  as  a  mass  of  jagged  rock  could 
not  do  at  another  time,  or  in  a  different  mood." 

And  then  she  disappeared;  whether  through  the  floor  or 
through  a  door,  Horace,  in  his  confusion  at  what  he  had  done, 
did  not  know.  He  was  ashamed  and  angry  with  himself;  the 
whole  thing  had  sprung  up  in  a  moment,  and  now  he  stood 
perfectly  bewildered  where  she  had  left  him.  He  felt  that  he  had 
settled  it  forever,  and  that  she  should  dislike  him,  yet  never  had 
he  realized,  as  now,  how  much  she  had  bocomo  to  him.  Indeed 
she  had  raised  herself  in  his  eyes  by  showing  that  her  extreme 
gentleness  was  not  a  mere  negative  charm ;  that  she  could  be 
roused  and  inspirited  and  made  to  resent  a  wrong,  without  any 
unchristian  anger. 

v  When  Maggie  disappeared  from  his  view  she  meant  to  speed  to 
her  room  as  fast  as  her  feet  could  carry  her,  and  have  a  good  cry. 
But  a  horror  of  being  cross-questioned  about  it  by  Annie,  who 
would  be  sure  to  find  it  out,  and  just  as  likely  as  not  to  tell  every- 
body that  our  Mag  had  been  crying, — this  made  her  control 
herself,  and  go  steadily  to  "work  as  for  off  from  Horace  as  she 
could  get.  She  seated  herself  near  a  group  of  girls  who  were 
making  themselves  merry  over  a  gray  shirt  which  somebody  had 
apparently  cut  for  Goliath  of  Oath. 

"  We  might  all  get  into  it,"  said  one. 

"  It  will  do  for  a  shirt  and  a  blanket  in  one,"  said  another. 

"  Captain  Wheeler  says  that  the  great  fault  of  the  garments 
sent  down  to  the  army,  is  their  enormous  size,"  said  a  third. 
"  Poor  fellow,  they  say  his  artificial  leg  hurts,  at  times,  dreadfully, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  does  to-night,  for  I  just  saw  him  leaning 
against  the  wall,  looking  pale  and  haggard." 

"  He  has  never  been  as  strong  since  he  lost  his  limb,  as  he  was 
before,"  was  the  reply. 

Maggie's  heart  stopped  beating.  How  many  times  she  had 
told  him  that  she  was  ashamed  of  every  young  man  in  good 
health,  who  was  not  in  the  army — and  all  the  time  he  knew  that 
he  had  given  his  country  all  he  could  I  She  was  not  usually  im- 
pulsive ;  she  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  counsel  with  herself 
before  she  took  a  decisive  step.  But  now  she  rose  with  a  quick, 
energetic  movement  that  said  she  must  not  lose  a  moment,  crossed 
the  room,  and  stood  before  Horace  with  a  kindling  face. 

"I  have  misjudged  you  cruelly,"  she  said,  with  difficulty 
keeping  back  the  tears  that  filled  her  eyes.  "  I  never  knew  you 
had  been  wounded;  if  I  had  I  should  have  honored  and"  loved 
you  for  it,  she  came  near  adding  in  her  excitement. 

"  Don't  speak  to  me,  don't  look  at  me  I"  he  said. 

"  I  thought  I  was  ashamed  enough  before,  but  you  have  annihi- 
lated me  now." 

She  could  not  trust  herself  to  say  any  more,  and  returned  to  her 
seat,  where  she  found  Annie  had  joined  the  group,  and  was  listen- 
ing to  a  detailed  account  of  the  battle  in  which  Horace  had  lost 
his  limb,  and  all  about  his  heroism  at  the  time. 

"  It  made  another  man  of  him,"  said  Clara  Reed,  biting  off  a 
thread.  "  He  used  to  be  so  worldly  and  so  fond  of  fashionable 
society  ;  and  now  he  is  as  good  as  he  can  be." 

"I  mean  to  go  and  ask  him  to  tell  me  all  about  it"  said 
Annie. 

"  Don't  Annie ; "  cried  Maggie,  holding  her  back  ;  you'll  say 
something  to  annoy  him." 

"  Something  that  will  annoy  yo%,  you  mean,"  said  Annie,  laugh- 
ing, and  breaking  from  her.  "I'll  promise  not  to  breathe  your 
name." 

So  she  pumped  him  well,  and  he  told  his  story  in  a  manly 
way  that  would  have  been  brief  had  she  allowed  it. 

"  Well,"  she  said,  gaily,  at  last,  "  I  suppose  you  don't  mind  it 
much.  You've  got  the  glory,  and  the  honor ;  and  it's  so  nice  that 
you  don't  have  to  go  on  crutches ;  why,  I  never  dreamed  that  any 
thing  ailed  you  except  that  you  wore  tight  boots,  and  Maggie  said 
—oh,  but  I  promised  Maggie  that  I  would'nt  lisp  her  name,  so  I 
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can't  tell  what  she  Bold,  but  It  was  something  nice.  Oh,  it  wos'nt 
about  you ;  you  need'nt  think  it !  Don't  you  like  our  Maggie  ?  But 
I  forget ;  ~you  do  not  know  her ;  and  considering  how  intimate  you 
and  I  are,  it  is  a  little  queer  that  you  don't  know  her  as  well." 

So  he  and  Annie  were  intimate,  were  they  ?  Putting  this  state- 
ment by  the  side  of  the  scribbled  envelope,  Horace  felt  his  blood 
run  cold.  Next  news  he  should  have  was  that  he  was  engaged  to 
her.  And  he  had  never  liked  her  so  little  as  at  this  moment 
when  she  could  rattle  on  about  the  tragedy  of  his  life  as  she  would 
talk  to  a  wooden  doll  that  had  lost  the  tip  of  its  nose. 

Yet  Annie  was  by  no  means  the  heartless  girl  he  was  at  the 
moment  disposed  to  believe  her  to  bo.  She  was  inexperienced, 
and  thoughtless,  and  impulsive,  and  had  seen  very  little  of  the 
world ;  that  was  all. 

Aunt  Jane  espied  Horace  standing  alone  and  apart  from  every 
body  not  long  after,  and  saw  that  something  was  amiss.  She  went 
up  to  him,  kindly  and  asked  him  if  the  evening  had  wearied  him. 

"  No,"  he  said,  "  tho  evening  has  not." 

She  saw  that  he  did  not  want  to  be  questioned,  so  she  left  him, 
and  very  soon  the  young  ladies  began  to  prepare  to  take  leave, 
and  there  was  a  deal  of  laughing  and  talking  as  they  at  last  went 
off  in  twos  and  threes. 

Horace  knew  he  ought  to  go  too,  yet  lingered.  If  he  could 
only  get  one  more  look  from  Maggie,  and  could  only  force  her  to 
forget  how  rude  he  had  been.  But  he  got  neither  word  or  look. 
She  was  hard  at  work  gathering  up  the  various  articles  over  which 
the  girls  had  been  busy,  folding,  sorting,  and  carrying  them  off  in 
her  arms  as  if  this  had  been  her  sole  business  all  her  life.  But 
Annie  hovered  round  him,  full  of  gay  talk  ;  she  had  forgotten  all 
about  the  loss  of  his  limb,  and  only  thought  how  handsome  he 
was,  and  how  nice  it  was  to  have  him  like  her  so. 

Horace  went  home  in  the  comfortless  state  of  mind  familiar  to 
those  who  have  been  left  to  do,  in  one  or  two  little  sentences, 
what  they  feel  they  cannot  undo  in  a  lifetime.  There  are  few 
warm-hearted  people  who  do  not  sometimes  say  in  their  haste, 
what  nothing  would  tempt  them  to  say  at  their  leisure,  and  then 
how  they  chafe  under  the  sense  of  their  own  folly. 

"  How  could  I  rally  her  about  Tom  White ! "  said  Horace  to  his 
forlorn  self.  "  She  must  have  seen  how  horribly  jealous  I  was. 
Its  all  up  with  mo ;  she  says  I  did  it  on  purpose,  so  of  course  she 
thinks  I  deliberately  went  to  work  to  annoy  her.  I'll  keep  out  of 
her  way  henceforth ;  as  for  Annie,  why  could'nt  the  have  taken 
to  Tom  ;  I'm  sure  she  could  make  something  of  him  if  she'd  only 
take  him  in  hand." 

He  held  good  to  his  resolution  to  keep  out  of  Maggie's  way  till 
the  following  Sunday,  when  he  went  to  church  with  his  heart  all 
in  a  flutter  at  the  idea  of  sitting  in  the  same  pew  with  her.  But 
he  found  only  Aunt  Jane  and  Annie  there,  and  pretended  he  was 
glad  of  that  since  his  mind  would  not  be  withdrawn  by  her  pres- 
ence from  the  real  object  that  had  brought  him  to  the  house  of 
God.  And  then  that  gladness  was  dispelled  by  Maggie's  coming 
in  a  little  late,  and  with  a  lovely  color  suffusing  her  cheeks  as  he 
rose  to  let  her  enter  the  pew.  She  had  some  books  in  her  hand 
that  showed  she  had  been  to  Borne  Mission  school,  with  Tom 
White  no  doubt,  but  he  enjoyed  having  her  sit  next  him  for  all 
that.  Indeed  he  was  so  conscious  of  that  enjoyment  that  when  the 
service  was  over  he  dared  not  look  at  her  ;  he  felt  that  everybody 
would  know  how  ho  loved  her  if  he  gave  her  even  so  much  as  a 
glance  and  so  he  walked  away.  Yes,  how  he  loved  her,  for  he  could 
no  longer  conceal  from  himself  that  she  had  been  hardly  out  of 
his  thoughts  since  the  day  he  had  heard  her  sweet  and  earnest 
words  in  the  train,  four  weeks  ago. 

The  next  day  he  received  cards  for  Miss  Fitzsimmons'  wedding, 
which  was  to  take  place  in  a  fashionable  church,  and  a  note  from 
that  young  lady  requesting  him  to  act  as  groomsman  on  that  occa- 
sion. He  was  seriously  annoyed,  yet  to  refuse  was  impossible, 
and  as  an  interview  was  necessary  he  had  to  call. 

"  All  the  handsome  young  men  have  been  killed  off  in  this  hor- 
rid war,"  she  said  as  they  met,  "  and  Hattie  Foot  is  such  a  beauty 
that  I  wanted  her  to  have  you  to  stand  up  with." 

This  quasi  compliment  did  not  melt  the  hard  heart  with  which 
Horace  stood  before  her ;  so  he  had  got  to  be  set  over  against 
Harriet  Foot,  and  would  be  thought  to  be  returning  to  her  set. 

"  Aunt  Jane  will  be  sure  to  bring  them  both  to  the  wedding," 
he  thought,  "  and  what  will  tbsy  think  ?  "  And  then  he  suggest- 
ed to  the  bride  elect  that  it  would  not  be  a  very  graceful  progress 
up  the  broad  asile  of  the  church,  if  he  came  limping  in  the  proces- 
sion. 

"  Oh  that  need  not  trouble  you  1 "  she  cried, "  I  like  to  display 
my  hero-friends  1  We  chose  you  on  purpose,  Hattie  and  I.  It  is 
all  the  fashion  now  to  make  much  of  those  who  have  fought  for 
our  beloved  country." 

So  there  he  was. 

"  I  wish  I  could  get  married  to-morrow ; "  he  thought  "  if  only 
to  escape  this  farce.    "  Our  beloved  country  indeed." 

And  then  there  had  to  be  a  rehearsal  of  the  marriage  ceremony 
before  that  ceremony  took  place,  and  he  got  all  mixed  up  with 


the  old  set  in  such  a  way  that  he  felt  like  a  fly  caught  in  a  web. 

At  last  the  wedding  day  arrived,  and  Miss  Fitzsimmons,  all  lace 
and  diamonds  was  made  to  promise  to  love  and  honor  an  insignifi- 
cant looking  little  man,  with  his  hair  parted  in  the  middle,  who 
looked  not  a  little  frightened,  as  well  he  might.  No  one  would 
have  suspected  who  witnessed  the  scene  in  the  church  that  day, 
that  a  fierce  and  cruel  war  was  raging  in  the  country ;  the  display 
of  dress,  and  fashionable  array  of  spectators,  offered  a  fearful  con- 
trast to  the  poverty  and. wretchedness,  covering  as  with  a  gloomy 
pall  bo  large  a  part  of  it.  Horace  reproached  himself  for  partici- 
pating in  this  pageant,  and  his  heart  wandered  away  from  tho 
elaborate  lady  on  his  arm,  to  a  little  modest  figure,  that  he  felt 
must  be  there,  though  he  would  not  have  profaned  her  by  a  look 
if  he  had  known  where. 

Quite  late  in  tho  evening,  after  the  brilliant  bridal  reception 
was  over,  he  encountered  Tom  White  in  the  supper-room,  who 
blushed  like  a  girl  as  he  asked  if  he  could  have  an  interview  with 
him  next  morning.  Fancying  he  had  gained  a  new  client,  Horace 
named  an  early  hour  of  the  following  day,  and  went  home  jaded 
and  out  of  spirits.  The  world  he  had  just  left  had  never  looked 
so  hollow  and  unsatisfactory ;  he  hoped  he  should  never  have  to 
enter  it  again. 

At  the  appointed  hour  Tom  White  made  his  appearance,  and 
after  any  amount  of  circumlocution,  finally  blurted  out  his  busi- 
ness on  this  wise. 

"  I  say,  Captain  Wheeler,  we  can't  both  have  her,  and  I  can't 
endure  this  suspense  any  longer.  I  made  her  acquaintance  before 
you  did,  and  never  cared  for  any  body  else.  Now  111  act  fairly  and 
squarely,  if  you  will.  You  may  propose  first,  and  if  she  accepts 
you  I'll  retreat,  and  leave  the  field  to  you.  If  she  refuses  I  want 
you  to  quit  it,  and  let  me  try  my  chance,  which  is  poor  enough,  I 
know." 

Horace  thus  challenged,  knew  not  what  to  say.  Must  he  own 
his  secret  to  this  Tom  White  t  But  then  that  young  gentleman 
had  already  taken  possession  of  it. 

"  I  think,"  said  Tom,  waxing  bold,  as  he  saw  that  his  rival 
shrank  from  him,  "  that  if  I  can  be  frank  and  speak  out,  you  can. 
It  will  not  cost  you  any  more  than  it  does  me. 

"  But  it  is  not  the  thing,"  said  Horace,  "to  make  proposals  to 
young  ladies  in  their  absence  from  home.  You  must  at  least 
wait  till  they  return  to  it." 

"  Oh,  that  is  an  old  fashioned  notion,"  cried  Tom.  "  My  mother, 
who  is  the  pink  of  propriety,  says  that  their  Aunt  has  given  her 
sanction  to  my  plan  ;  that  is  as  far  as  it  concerns  myself ;  of  course 
I  have  not  compromised  you." 

"  Let  me  suggest  then  that  you  take  the  matter  into  your  own 
hands.  Propose  to  both  of  them,  if  you  choose ;  I  will  not  stand 
in  your  light.  You  can  offer  a  position  that  it  is  not  probable  I 
ever  can  do ;  and  at  all  events  I  am  not  prepared  or  disposed  to 
pay  my  addresses  to  any  young  lady  at  present." 

"  I  ask  your  pardon,  then,"  said  Tom.  "  I  had  quite  the  contra- 
ry impression.  And  really,  when  I  come  to  think  of  it,  and  realize 
that  whatever  your  feelings  are  towards  her,  she  has  such  a  pref- 
erence for  yon,  I  hardly  dare  to  take  a  step  in  the  matter.  But 
before  you  made  your  appearance  she  did  seem  fond  of  me." 

"Indeed I"  said  Horace,  drily,  and  with  great  inward  dis- 
gust. 

"  Yes ;  dont  you  think  it  is  a  little  particular  when  a  young  lady 
givesyou  her  photograph  t " 

"Why,  yes,  decidedly  so,"  said  Horace;  burning  with  secret 
rage. 

"  To  be  sure  it  was  done  in  a  hasty  moment,  and  she  wonld'nt 
accept  mine  in  return,  but  laughed  at  me  for  offering  it. 
Indeed  she  is  always  laughing  at  me,  as  you  must  have  seen.' 

"  Mav  I  inquire  of  whom  you  are  speaking  1 "  asked  Horace,  to 
whom  it  suddenly  occurred  that  it  did  not  seem  like  Maggie  to  bo 
always  laughing  at  any  body. 

"Why,  of  Miss  Annie  Wyman,  of  course,"  replied  Tom. 

"  Ah  1  well,  my  dear  fellow,  that  field  is  quite  open  to  you.  I 
have  no  thought  of  addressing  that  piquant  young  lady,  and  if  she 
was  fond  of  you  once  she  is  no  doubt  fond  of  you  still.  Go  ahead. 
I  wish  you  all  sorts  of  good  luck." 

He  was  so  relieved  that  he  could  hardly  help  from  hugging 
Tom ;  and  Tom  on  his  part  could  have  leaped  for  joy. 

"  I'll  do  it,"  he  declared,  "  the  first  chance  I  get.  Or  at  least  as 
soon  as  I  get  courage."  And  then  the  new  client  walked  away, 
and  Horace  drew  a  long  breath. 

'•  If  he  does  not  care  for  her  why  should  she  care  for  him  ?  "  he 
thought  "I'll  go  to-night  and  watch  her  more  closely  than 
ever." 

And  so  he  did.  But  Maggio  met  him  with  apparent  indifference 
She  had  seen  him  figuring  in  a  worldly  scene,  apparently  quite 
at  home  in  it,  and  felt  more  out  of  sympathy  witn  him  than  she 
had  ever  done.  She  had  been  led  to  believe  that  since  the  loss, 
of  his  limb  he  had  cut  himself  off  from  fashionable  society,  and 
devoted  himself  to  all  she  loved  best.  But  here  he  was,  at  a  gay 
wedding,  with  a  stylish,  elegantly-dressed  young  lady  on  his  arm 
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laughing  and  talking  'with  her  as  with  one  with  Whom  he  felt  on 
equal  terms.  She  believed  the  pain  this  gave  her  was  due  to  the 
■  sense  that  his  Christian  tone  was  lower  than  she  had  fancied  it ; 
in  «.  measure,  this  was  true.  But  perhaps  some  lower  sentiments 
mingled,  unconsciously,  with  the  higher  ones ;  perhaps  she  felt 
that  he  wh6  could  choose  the  society  of  a  Harriet  Foot,  could 
hardly  really  value  her  own.  Yet  the  contrast  between  her  serene 
face,  and  modest  attire,  with  the  scene  he  had  witnessed  and 
shared  in  at  the  wedding,  was  making  her  dearer  to  him,  and  he 
knew  it.  That  scene  had  revealed  to  him  how  changed  he  was 
since  the  days  when  he  used  to  seek  happiness  among  them ;  how 
much  less  and  yet  how  much  more  he  expected  ft  >m  life. 

Annie,  meanwhile,  was  as  attentive  to  him  as  ever,  full  of  gay 
and  fearless  talk  like  one  sure  of  the  ground  on  which  she  walked, 
but  as  silent  towards  Tom  White  as  Maggie  was  towards  him. 
For  Tom  was  there,  as  large  as  life,  swelling  with  his  secret,  yet 
close  at  Maggie's  side,  for  if  she  was'nt  the  rose  had'nt  she  dwelt 
near  the  rose? 

"  Our  Mag  is  going  home  to-morrow,"  Annie  said  at  last.  "  One 
of  the  children  has  the  measles,  and  of  course  they'll  all  have  it. 
And  she  thinks  mother  will  need  one  of  us  to  help  her  through 
the  siege." 

"  Why  don't  yon  go,  then  V  asked  Horace,  vexed  to  think  of 
losing  sight  of  Maggie. 

"  I  can't  tear  myself  away  from  you  I"  she  returned,  laughing. 

These  words  ought  to  have  fallen  upon  Tom's  ears  like  balm 
for  they  could  not  have  been  spoken  in  that  open  way  by  one 
whose  heart  secretly  belonged  to  him  she  addressed.  But  he  was 
obtuse  enough  to  take  them  literally,  and  to  become  so  down-cast 
that  everybody  was  relieved  to  see  him  soon  take  himself  off.  The 
four  then  drew  close  together  around  the  fire,  and  talked  of  Mag- 
gie's departure ;  Horace  now  learned  for  the  first  time  that  she 
lived  in  the  little  town  of  Stafford,  four  miles  off  the  railroad. 

"  Do  yon  make  the  journey  alone  i"  he  asked. 

"  Oh  yes ;  Aunt  Jane  sends  John  with  me  to  the  station,  and  he 
gets  my  ticket  and  sees  me  off  and  my  father  meets  me  at 
Grafton ;  we  have  then  only  the  four  miles  drive."  The  next 
morning  beheld  the  unaccustomed  sight  of  Horace  Wheeler  ar- 
raying himself  for  the  day  by  gas-light,  and  seven  o'clock  found 
him  at  the  station  just  as  Maggie,  a  little  behind  time,  came  driv- 
ing np.  She  gave  a  great  start  of  joy  when  she  saw  him ;  but  he 
did  not  see  it.  and  as  it  did  not  suit  him  to  be  recognized  by  John, 
he  skulked  off. 

"  How  could  I  be  so  foolish  t"  Maggie  asked  herself.  "  Why 
should  I  fancy,  even  for  a  moment,  that  he  come  to  see  me  off. 
But  then  he  may  have  come  for  Annie's  sake."  John,  having  seen 
her  safely  in  her  seat,  at  once  took  his  departure,  and  Horace  in: 
stantly  appeared.  He  had  had  no  special  design  in  coming,  had 
made  no  programme,  did  not  know  what  he  meant  to  say.  There 
were  only  a  few  minutes  before  the  train  was  off,  but  in  those  few 
minutes  both  were  so  embarrassed,  said  such  stupid  things,  that 
in  after  days  neither  could  recall  a  single  word.  But  he  went 
away  a  happy  man,  for  the  time,  at  least,  and  the  train  hardly 
dashed  more  rapidly  on  its  way  than  did  Maggie's  joyous  heart. 

"  Maggie  has  come  home  nicer  than  ever,  said  the  hero  of  the 
measles  to  his  brother,  that  night. 

"  She  could'nt  be  any  nicer  1"  was  the  reply. 

"  She  kissed  me  twice  when  she  went  away,  but  she  kissed  me 
four  times  when  she  got  back,"  persisted  the  hero. 

Ah  !  you  foolish  little  man  I    It  was  not  you  she  kissed  1 

"  It  was  not  necessary  for  you  to  come  home,  Maggie  dear," 
said  her  mother. 

"  I  thought  it  was ;  besides,  I  wanted  to  come."  And  so  she 
slipped  into  her  old  place,  the  same,  yet  not  the  same,  hardly 
daring  to  whisper  to  herBelf  the  sweet  secret  that  had  been  but 
half  betrayed;  wondering  if  she  had  betrayed  her  own,  the 
knowledge  of  which  had  come  to  her  in  a  sudden  flash  in  those 
few  trembling  minutes  on  the  train. 

It  was  one  of  those  stormy  nights  on  which  Horace  chose  to 
visit  Aunt  Jane,  with  the  hope  to  havd  her  all  to  himself.  For 
this  little  old  lady  with  her  bright  ways  and  straight-forward  yet 
not  unkind  words,  was  in  great  demand,  and  it  was  long  since 
he  had  had  a  private  interview  with  her.  But  now  he  knew  that 
Annie  had  gone  to  dine  with  Mr.  White's  mother,  and  that  her 
dangerous.ears,  so  ready  to  prick  up  at  the  Bound  of  news,  were 
safely  out  of  the  way.  And  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to  open  his 
heart  to  Aunt  Jane  like  a  son. 

But  it  was  not  easy.  He  did  not  know  when  or  how  to  begin,  and 
set  holding  the  ball  from  which  she  was  knitting,  in  his  hands, 
wishing  she  would  speak  first. 

"  Aunt  Jane."  he  at  last  got  out,  "  you  are  so  skilled  at  reading 
my  heart  that  I  don't  believe  it  is  necessary  to  tell  yon  what  is 
fl»lt." 

1  "~So,''  she  replied,  with  much  feeling,  "yon  need  not.  There 
are  many  good  things  in  it.  and  among  those  good  things  I  see 
iny  little  Maggie ;  do  I  not  T         *  J 

"  And  do  yon  think  there  is  any  chance  for  me  V ? 


"  Ah,  that  is  a  question  I  cannot  answer.  You  know  I  have 
often  told  you  that  girls  have  a  great  knock  at  keeping  their 
likings  and  dislikings,  to  themselves." 

"  What  am  I  to  do  then  V 

"  Why  you  are  to  act  in  your  usual  straight-forward  way,  and 
write  and  tell  her  how  you  feel,  like  a  man." 

"  Oh,  I  could'nt  write.  I  must  see  her.  I  am  going  to  Stafford 
to-morrow,  unless  you  advise  against  it." 

"  But  I  do  advise  against  it.    You'd  catch  the  measles." 

"I've  had  them." 

"  Maggie  will  not  be  able  to  see  you.  Those  boys  ore  her  regu- 
lar tyrants  when  they're  sick." 

"  There's  another  thing  I  want  to  consult  you  about.  A  friend 
of  mine  has  a  paper  in  his  possession  on  which  his  name  is 
scribbled  some  score  of  times.  Should  he  presume  that  the  lady 
who  wrote  it,  did  this  because  she  particularly  cared   for  him  f" 

"If  he  is  as  modest  as  most  men  he  will  presume  it,  whatever  I 
may.  say.  I  should  advise  your  friend  to  put  that  paper  into  the 
fire,  and  think  and  speak  of  it  no  more.  Such  a  document  might 
be  the  result  of  mere  idleness." 

Well ,  an  old,  crumpled,  yellow  envelope  is  not  mnch  of  a  "  docu- 
ment," save  in  the  hands  of  a  lover,  and  Horace  mentally  followed 
Aunt  Jane's  suggestion. 

"  But,  noth withstanding  the  measles  I  am  tempted  to  go  to 
Stafford,"  he  went  on,  and  upset  a  vase  of  flowers  on  the  table  to 
show  his  zeal. 

"  At  all  events  yoa  need  not  sop  up  water  with  one  of  my  best 
handkerchiefs ;  or  what  is  better  you  need  not  upset  my  vases." 

"  I  ask  your  pardon.  Aunt  Jane,"  he  said  so  meekly,  that  her 
kind  old  heart  yearned  over  him.  "  I  did  not  observe  that  it  was 
your  handkerchief." 

"  I  have  heard  that  love  Is  blind,"  she  replied.  ••  Well,  if  you 
will  go,  let  me  post  you  up  as  to  the  trains.  You  will  go  by  the 
early  one,  six  or  half-past  six  ;  you  will  reach  Grafton  in  time  for 
the  stage  to  Stafford.  You'll  take  your  supper  at  the  tavern,  get 
yourself  up  in  your  most  enchanting  style,  and  reach  the  parsonnge 
a  little  after  seven.  You  will  find  no  one  at  home  save  Mrs.  Wy- 
man  and  the  boys.  Mr.  Wyman  will  be  at  the  prayer  meeting 
down  in  the  cellar  of  his  meeting  house  and  Maggie,  after  nursing 
the  boys  all  day,  will  be  there  too ;  I  know  her  mother's  ways  well 
enough  for  that.  So  you  con  chat  with  mamma  till  they  get  home. 
By  the  by,  I  hardly  think  you  know  what  a  truly  religious  girl  my 
Maggie  is. 

"  A  single  sentence  on  that  head  was  my  first  attraction  to  her" 
he  replied,  lingering  with  his  hat  in  his  band.  "  I  could  not  love 
a  young  lady  now,  who  was  not  truly,  and  deeply  religious.  Oh 
Aunt  Jane !  how  you  have  changed  me ! " 

"  How  God  has  changed  tou,  you  mean.  To  think  that  a  simple 
little  country-girl  like  Maggie  Wyman  has  won  the  heart  none  of 
the  attractive  young  ladies  here,  with  all  their  advantages,  have 
ever  touched  1  Goodbye,  my  dear  boy,  I  congratulate  you,  and 
myself  too,  in  advance." 

"  Thank  you  for  those  kind  words,"  he  said,  with  much  feeling. 

He  had  not  made  up  his  mind  to  the  step  he  was  now  about  to 
take  without  much  reflection  and  much  prayer.  It  was  a  very 
serious,  weighty  thing  with  him  ;  so  different  from  his  proposal  to 
Miss  Fitzsimmons,  that!  he  shuddered  to  think  what  would  have 
become  of  him  if  she  had  accepted  him. 

But  he  was  resolved  to  be  very  cool  and  quiet  with  *  r,ggie.  so 
that  she  need  not  be  moved  by  compassion,  to  accept  him.  And  if 
she  refused  him  he  meant  to  be  yet  more  cool  and  quiet,  and  never 
let  her  know  the  pain  she  had  given  him.  On  his  journey  he  tried 
to  think  how  he  should  manage  things,  provided  he  shonld  find 
Mrs.  Wyman  at  home  and  alone,  as  according  to  Aunt  Jane,  he 
was  likely  to  do ;  should  he  introduce  himself  and  tell  her  his 
errand  ?  What,  speak  to  a  perfect  stranger  of  the  secret  he  hod 
guarded  so  jealously,  that  he  had  found  it  so  hard  to  reveal  to  his 
second  mother,  Aunt  Jane  t  His  beating  heart  warned  him  to  lay 
no  plans,  but  to  trust  itself  to  Providence,  and  let  it  have  its  own 
way. 

Meanwhile  Maggie  was  enacting  the  sweet  daughter  and  sister, 
unconscious  that  he  about  whom  she  quarreled  so  much  with  her- 
self was  every  moment  drawing  nearer.  She  had  a  habit  of  holding 
silent  conversations  with  him,  which  vexed  her  extremely ;  as  she 
moved  about  her  household  tasks  and  sat  at  the  long  seams  she 
had  to  sew,  or  went  up  the  village  street  on  her  little  errands,  she 
was  telling  him  all  she  ever  did,  and  then  detecting  herself  in  it 
would  break  off  suddenly  with  great  confusion  and  self-reproach. 
To-day  she  fancied  she  had  gained  great  dominion  over  herself  in 
this  respect.for  she  had  had  no  such  temptations ;  but  the  truth 
was,  the  children  had  made  her  read  to  them,  or  tell  them  stories 
so  diligently  that  she  had  not  had  time  to  think. 

"  Maggie,  dear,"  said  her  mother,  "  I  want  you  to  go  to  meeting 
to-night,  it  will  do  you  good  after  being  shut  up  all  day." 

"  But  they  say  you  can  carry  the  measles  about  in  your  hair," 
returned  Maggie.  "  I  can  change  my  clothes,  but  I  can't  leave 
my  hair  at  home,  very  conveniently. 
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"I  think  that's  all  nonsense,"  said  Mrs.  Wyman.  "Besides, 
there  won't  be  any  children  there,  this  cold  night  and  all  the 
grown  folks  are  safe." 

"  And  I  can  sit  near  the  door,  and  slip  out  without  speaking  to 
any  one,"  said  Maggie,  who  really  wanted  to  go. 

She  usually  went  to  the  evening  meetings  in  her  every-day 
dress,  which  was  simple  enough,  but  as  she  had  now  to  change  it 
she  put  on  a  pretty  blue  one  in  which  Horace  had  seen  her,  and 
she  well  remembered  his  saying  that  girls  should  never  wear  any 
other  color. 

"  Here  he  is  again  I  "  she  said  to  herself.  "  I  am  so  ashamed  of 
myself,  I  don't  know  what  to  do  1  How  he  would  despise  me  if  he 
could  see  my  thoughts  1 " 

She  slipped  into  the  lecture-room  and  took  her  seat  in  a  dark 
corner,  feeling  very  little  in  her  own  eyes,  and  intending  as  she 
had  said,  to  slip  out  and  come  home  the  instant  the  meeting  was 
over. 

But  she  came  oat  into  the  darkness  with  her  arm  in  a  man's  arm, 
her  hand  clasped  in  his  hand,  trembling,  flushed,  triumphant. 
How  they  managed  it  no  mortal  knows.  What  he  said  to  her,  if 
he  said  anything,  he  never  told :  she  never  could  tell  what  she 
said  to  him,  for  she  did  not  speak  a  word.  The  very  utmost  that, 
could  afterward  be  got  out  of  either  of  them  was  this ;  that  Horace 
happened  to  come  to  meeting  and  happened,  which  was  true,  to 
step  into  the  seat  near  the  door,  where  she  happened  to  be  sitting ; 
and  what  was  more  natural  than  for  him  to  see  her  safely  home  ? 

Maggie  frightened  her  mother  not  a  little  by  tumbling  into  her 
arms  and  bursting  out  crying,  bnt  it  did  not  take  long  to  tell  the 
rest  of  the  story,  and  to  make  up  a  fire  in  the  parlor  where  Horace 
sat  freezing,  and  introduce  him  as  Aunt  Jane's  particular  friend. 

And  then  they  took  him  right  in  with  such  delicious  simplicity, 
never  cumbering  their  heads  with  the  question  how  their  country 
ways  would  strike  him,  and  loving  him  right  off  because  he  loved 
our  Maggie  1  He  went  through  the  form  of  spending  his  nights 
at  the  tavern,  but  there  was  precious  little  formality  of  any  other 
sort.  Maggie  took  him  into  the  kitchen  and  made  him  break  eggs 
which,  However,  she  would  not  trust  him  to  beat ;  introduced  him 
to  the  nursery  and  constrained  him  to  tell  stories  about  his  army- 
life  ;  and  invited  him  to  shovel  a  path  for  her  to  the  well.  If  he 
loved  her  when  she  sat  quietly  and  demurely  in  Aunt  Jane's  par- 
lor, how  did  he  feel  now  that  he  saw  what  a  gladsome,  happy  lit- 
tle creature  she  was ;  perfectly  at  ease,  kindly  affectioned  towards 
every  body,  yet  reserving  the  depth  and  the  tenderness  of  her 
nature  for  him  alone  t 

Aunt  Jane,  Annie  and  Tom  White,  were  sitting  together  one 
evening,  at  the  close  of  the  week,  Annie  behaving  like  one  pos- 
sessed, Tom  cast  down  and  silent,  when  in  came  Horace.  All  rose 
to  meet  him,  when,  without  ceremony  he  took  Aunt  Jane  in  his 
arms  and  kissed  her,  and  then  Annie. 

"  I  left  them  all  well  at  your  house  this  morning,"  he  said  to 
the  astonished  young  girl ;  "  ah,  Mr.  White,  I'm  very  happy  to 
see  you,"  and  looked  as  if  he  would  kiss  him,  too. 

"You  have  been  to  Stafford?  Been  at  our  house?"  cried 
Annie.  "  Don't  go,  Mr.  White,"  she  said,  seeing  that  young  man 
about  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat.  "  And  what  did  they  say  ? 
Do  they  want  me  to  come  home  ?    Did  you  see  Maggie  f" 

"  I  did  see  Maggie  t"  he  returned  in  a  tone  that  told  his  story ; 
whereupon  Annie  began  to  cry.  Tom  White's  heart  concluded 
to  begin  to  beat  again,  and  Aunt  Jane  cried  and  laughed,  and 
called  herself  an  old  fool. 

"  Sit  down  and  tell  us  all  about  it,"  she  said,  at  last. 

"  I  have  lived  a  year  since  I  saw  you,"  he  replied,  and  it  would 
take  a  year  to  tell  about  it."  But  he  began  his  story  with'  great 
animation,  and  the  eager  talker  and  the  eager  listener  did  not 
observe  that  Tom  and  Annie  had  miraculously  disappeared. 

"  I  thought  he  was  in  love  with  you,"  said  Tom,  "  and  that  is 
the  reason  I  never  dared  to  speak  out.  And  I  thought  you  loved 
him.  Indeed  I  don't  know  what  I  did'nt  think.  And  when  he 
rushed  in  just  now  and  caught  you  and  kissed  you,  I  came  near 
fainting  away  on  the  spot." 

"  I  never  would  have  forgiven  you  if  you  had  1"  she  declared. 
"  And  how  absurd  it  was  in  you  to  fancy  I  cared  for  him,  when 
you  might  have  seen,  only  you  are  such  a  dear  blind  old  goose." 

"  Well,  it  is  not  fair  to  listen  any  longer.  It  suffices  that  two 
more  souls  had  got  into  that  earthly  Paradise  wherein  lovers 
have  walked  ever  since  Adam  and  Eve  walked  in  the  garden,  per- 
fectly convinced  that  there  never  was  any  experience  to  be  com- 
pared to  theirs. 

And  now,  having  conducted  Aunt  Jane's  hero,  and  his  heroine 
to  the  threshold  of  a  new  life,  shall  we  discreetly  leave  them  to 
cross  it  alone  ?  Or  shall  we  cross  it  with  them,  and  look  into  the 
prose  that  follows  the  poem ;  or  is  there  to  be  another  poem  and 
no  prose  ? 

The  year  that  had  opened  so  eventfully  for  Horace  and  Maggie, 
proved  to  be  the  final  year  of  the  war ;  yet  the  Spring  opened 
amid  the  tears  that  watered  the  grave  of  a  martyr  whopo  name 
will  live  forever. 


But  the  first  beautiful  days  of  October  were  celebrated  in  the 
little  Stafford  parsonage  by  two  simple  weddings-;  both  Maggie 
and  Annie  were  to  leave  the  home  where  they  had  spent  their 
happy  childhood,  and  sail  forth  upon  an  unknown  sea.  Indeed 
Annie  was  to  do  this  literally ;  for  Tom  was  going  to  take  her  to 
Europe,  and  she  was  in  a  state  of  great  bewilderment  between 
him  and  his  presents,  and  his  radiant  delight  over  her. 

Maggio,  on  the  contrary  was  going  to  be  established  in  an  ob- 
scure street,  the  wife  of  a  poor  man ;  she  was  going  to  meet  with 
embarrassments,  and  endure  privations ;  lonely  hours  lay  before 
her,  and  hours  that  would  require  all  her  courage  and  fortitude. 
But  she  was  more  than  fearless ;  she  was  thoroughly  happy.  To 
live  with  Horace  1    What  could  she  ask  beside  t 

When  his  marriage  was  decided  on,  Horace  had  many  con- 
sultations with  Aunt  Jane,  inclining  to  the  opinion,  which  she 
was  always  ready  to  fight,  that  with  his  limited  and  uncertain 
means,  it  would  be  best  to  give  up  the  long-talked  of  little  home. 

"  If  we  live  in  that  street,  nobody  will  come  near  us,"  he  objec- 
ted, when  Aunt  Jane,  after  endless  drives,  had  at  last  found  a 
house  in  which  ne  could  afford  to  live.  "  Besides,  I  want  to  put 
Maggie  into  a  spot  more  worthy  of  her." 

"  Yes,  but  you  can't  live  like  a  rich  man,  and  at  the  same  time 
be  a  poor  man." 

"I  know.  But  this  is  such  a  low,  vulgar  sort  of  street.  And 
the  house  looks  worthy  of  the  street." 

"  Yes."    There  was  a  pause  of  some  moments. 

"  The  truth  is,  I  want  you  to  set  an  example  to  the  hosts  of 
young  men  who  are  living  unsatisfactory,  bachelor,  boarding- 
house  lives.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  pride  lies  at  the  bottom  of 
these  lives.  Because  they  can't  begin  where  their  fathers  and 
mothers  left  off,  they  won't  begin  at  all.  They  dry  up  and  stag- 
nate for  want  of  an  object.  Look  at  Will  Jones.  He  is  a  man  of 
real  talent ;  if  he  had  a  wife  and  children,  and  were  forced  to 
exert  himself,  he  would  make  his  mark  in  the  world.  As  it  is, 
he  contents  himself  with  just  making  a  living ;  am  I  not  right?" 

"Yes,  you  are.  But  if  I  had  a  wife  and  half  a  dozen  children, 
I  should  not  work  harder  than  I  do  now.  So  your  remarks  do 
not  apply  to  me." 

"  Because  you  are  expecting  a  wife.  Now  I  know  that  I  am 
urging  you  to  a  career  that  wiU  require  very  great  moral  cour- 
age. And  I  know  that  it  was  easier  for  you  to  face  the  cannon's 
month  on  the  field  of  battle,  than  it  is  now  to  face  what  people 
will  say.    We  are  cowards,  all  of  us ;  sad  cowards." 

This  roused  him.  "  I'll  take  the  house,"  he  said  with  decision. 
"After  all  it  is  nobody's  business  how  and  where  I  live." 

"  And  Maggie  is  so  unworldly,  and  loves  you  so,  and  is  be 
sides  so  independent,  that  she  will  be  just  as  happy  in  an  obscure 
as  in  an  aristocratic  street.  And  now  as  to  the  furnishing  of 
this  house ;  what  sum  can  you  afford  to  spend  upon  that  ?  For 
of  course,  Maggie's  father  can  give  her  very  little  besides  his 
blessing." 

"I  have  what  my  father  left  me,  at  his  death.  Where  he 
lived,  and  as  he  lived,  it  was  quite  a  sum.  In  this  city  it  is  next 
to  nothing  at  all."  And  ashamed  to  speak  the  words,  he  wrote 
the  Bimple  figures  on  a  card  and  handed  it  to  her. 

"  Why,  this  will  do  nicely  I"  cried  she.  '*  You  must  remember 
that  Maggie  has  been  used  to  very  simple  things,  and  that  she 
will  content  herself  with  very  few." 

"  I  am  sure  the  parlor  at  the  parsonage  was  as  pretty  as  a  pic- 
ture," said  Horace. 

"  Yet  there  is  not  an  expensive  article  in  it.  Its  pleasant  homo- 
like air  was  given  it  by  the  girls.  They  have  both  some  taste; 
Maggie  has  a  good  deal,  and  you  too  can  have  a  parlor  "as 
pretty  as  a  picture,"  if  you  will  let  me  send  for  her,  and  let  us 
furnish  your  house  to  suit  ourselves." 

"  I  shall  be  only  too  thankful,"  he  said. 

So  Maggie  came,  tho  happiest  little  thing  to  be  imagined,  and 
showed  that  she  had  as  wise  a  head  as  she  had  loving  a  heart.  She 
would  not  so  much  as  look  at  such  upholstery  as  Horace  had  fan- 
cied indispensable  to  house-keeping,  but  cut,  and  planned  and  fitted 
with  her  own  hands,  till  she  had  made  a  little  bower  of  bliss  out  of 
the  house  whose  outside  looked  so  shabby,  and  that  was  so  home- 
like within.  Horace  was  not  allowed  to  set  foot  in  it,  but  was 
obliged  to  live  on  what  faith  he  had  in  Aunt  Jane  and  in  Maggie, 
till  he  brought  the  latter  home,  as  his  wife,  and  found  himself 
sitting  with  her  at  their  own  cosy  breakfast  table. 

"  Why,  what  have  you  done  to  this  old  house  ? "  he  cried.  "  It 
looks  as  fresh  and  cheery  as  this  bright  morning  1 1  am  sure  Aunt 
Jane  has  slyly  used  her  own  purse,  in  addition  to  ours." 

"  No,  that  she  haint  1"  cried  Maggie  in  great  triumph.  She  sa{ 
opposite  him  looking  like  a  rose ;  a  pink,  not  a  red  rose,  and  he 
took  her  in  as  a  part  of  the  picture  that  satisfied  and  gladdened 
his  eyes.  He  was  so  happy,  this  little  home  was  so  different  from 
any  home  he  had  ever  known,  that  he  fancied  he  had  never  been 
happy  before.  He  could  reach  across  the  small  table  and  catch 
her  hands,  and  did  catch  them ;  if  they  had  been  red  once  they 
were  not  rod  now,  though  somewhat  plump  and  child-like. 
(To  be  continued) 
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«'A  TIME  TO  BUILD" 

Societies  or  Churches,  if  they  ore  destined  to  become  per- 
manent institutions,  must  lire  long  enough  to  reach  their  build- 
ing era.  They  all  find  out  there  is  "  a  time  to  build."  When 
the  idea  and  fact  of  their  usefulness  is  first  presented  to  the 
mind  of  the  community,  a  deep  and  favorable  impression  is 
often  made;  but  soon  a  seeming  lull  in  the  general  interest 
occurs,  and  the  question  is  raised:  "Good  as  this  agency  or 
society  has  proved  itself  thus  far,  ought  it  to  be  perpetuated  ?  " 
The  sober  second  thought  of  the  community  is  now  consulted, 
and,  if  favorable,  generally  finds  expression  in  the  provision  of 
a  suitable  edifice  or  other  property.  In  this  way,  churches  and 
benevolent  organizations  become  permanently  established.  So 
long  as  they  live  in  hired  halls  or  houses,  the  question  of  their 
existence  seems  as  unsettled  as  the  location  of  their  abode. 
Till  the  building  crisis  is  passed,  the  church  or  society  feels  and 
knows  that  it  is  simply  an  experiment 

This  critical  period  we  seem  now  to  have  reached  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  Associational  work.  One  of  the  leading  topics  for 
discussion  proposed  to  the  approaching  general  "convention  re- 
lates to  the  pemKmeney  of  our  Associations.  They  have  grown 
in  numbers  and  strength  with  a  rapidity  almost  unexampled 
in  the  record  of  kindred  organizations.  But  now  everywhere 
and  under  every  variety  of  form,  we  hear  the  question :  Ought 
the  Association  to  be  perpetuated  ?  In  one  place  in  Iowa  a 
union  meeting  lately  spent  some  time  in  discussing  whether  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  their  town  had  not 
"  completely  accomplished  its  mission."  This  is  only  ono  of 
many  like  instances  that  might  be  cited.  An  excellent  way  to 
settle  finally  all  controversy  on  this  point  is  to  build  an  edifice 
for  the  Association.  No  single  measure  can  be  more  decisive  of 
the  permanency  of  the  society  in  behalf  of  which  it  is  under- 
taken. 

In  saying  this  we  do  not  disparage  the  spiritual  work  nor  for 
a  moment  question  its  supreme  importance  at  all  times ;  but  as 
>  there  are  stages  in  the  growth  of  churches  when  great  effort  is 
properly  and  necessarily  expended  in  rearing  an  edifice  which, 
by  the  blessing  of  God  gives  stability  to  the  work  of  Ilia  peo- 
ple, so  we  feel  confident  that  the  time  now  is  when  the  obliga- 
tion to  a  similar  activity  should  be  felt  by  the  brethren  in  our 
societies.  We  often  hear  the  exclamation :  How  many  Associa- 
tions are  dead  and .  dying  1  This  moribund  condition  is  too 
often  due  to  criminal  inactivity  and  spiritual  coldness  on  the 
part  of  members ;  but  that  our  societies  live  and  are  in  so 
many  instances  active  and  efficient  is  in  one  view  more  surpris- 
ing than  that  they  grow  sickly  and  die.  Let  any  denomination 
of  Christian  churches  give  as  little  heed  to  the  erection  of  edi- 
fices as  have  the  Associations  thus  far,  and  their  extinction 
could  not  be  long  deferred. 

But  the  growth  and  present  vigor  of  our  societies  appears 
specially  remarkable,  because  an  edifice  seems  even  more  neces- 


sary to  the  Association  than  to  the  church.  Designed  to 
invite  attention  and  attendance  by  their  agreeable  external 
appearance,  open  every  day  and  evening,  furnishing  literature 
and  occupation  for  all  leisure  hours,  the  constant  resort  of 
young  men  for  employment  and  other  benefits,  it  would  seem 
as  if  the  rooms  of  the  Association  had  a  special  claim  upon  the 
public  for  an  abiding  location  in  an  edifice  owned  and  control- 
led by  the  society.  That  we  have  lived  and  become  widely 
influential  with  so  few  buildings  is  signal  evidence  of  an  in- 
destructible vitality  that  survives  and  triumphs  over  many 
serious  obstacles. 

On  another  page  of  this  paper,  Mr.  Dodge  very  satisfactorily 
explains  how  the  building  fund  may  be  secured  and  the  edifice 
erected.  We  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  brethren  to  his 
timely  counsel  which  is  the  more  valuable  as  it  grows  out  ot 
long  experience  in  this  branch  of  our  work. 

Let  us  glance  now  at  what  has  been  already  achieved.  In 
eleven  cities  and  smaller  towns,  Association  buildings  have 
been  erected.  Pictures  of  a  number  of  these  have  appeared  »n 
our  pages  and  we  hope  to  continue  the  series  till  the  outward 
appearance  of  c„very  Associational  building  in  Europe  and  this 
country  is  familiar  to  our  readers.  It  is  hoped  that  this  picto- 
rial representation  of  what  has  been  accomplished  by  devoted 
Christian  enterprise  may  stimulate  to.  like  achievement  the 
brethren,  not  in  our  large  cities  only  but  in  our  smaller  towns 
also,  where  the  building  is  equally  useful  and  necessary. 

The  picture  and  the  account  of  what  has  been  effected  in 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  appears  on  another  page,  and  we  hope  to  present 
many  cogent  arguments  of  this  sort  which  exist,  so  for  as  we 
can  learn  in  every  place,  large  or  small,  where  the  Association 
building  has  been  erected.  Of  the  twenty-one  Associations 
which  were  last  year  reported  as  having  building  funds,  only 
eight  are  located  in  large  cities. 

From  the  town  of  Aurora,  Illinois,  unreported  last  year, 
comes  the  following  cheering  news : — "  A  committee  appointed 
lately  to  solicit  subscriptions  for  the  rent  of  the  rooms  were 
told  by  many  who  refused  to  give  that  they  would  contribute 
toward  "a  building  which  the  Association  should  own  and 
control."  On  this  hint  an  attempt  was  made  to  secure  an 
edifice.  $5,250  have  been  already  subscribed.  As  soon  as  the 
amount  reaches  $0,000,  ground  will  be  broken  for  a  building 
two  stories  high,  and  measuring  24x80  feet"  This  is  the 
achievement  of  an  Association  that  found  it  "  utterly  impossi- 
ble to  raise  by  subscription  for  the  rental  of  rooms  the  sum  of 
$500."  If  the  example  of  the  brethren  in  Aurora  were  gener- 
ally followed  there  would  be  much  less  consultation  about  the 
death  and  burial  of  our  societies. 

In  Washington,  San  Francisco,  Chicago,  New  York,  and 
other  places  where  buildings  have  been  erected,  when  the 
work  of  the  Association — as  so  often  happens  with  that  of  the 
churches — is  less  fruitful  than  at  some  previous  time,  the  Chris- 
tian community  no  longer  raise  the  question :  Shall  we  bury  this 
institution  ?  but  the  inquiry  is  diligently  made,  How  shall  we 
render  more  serviceable  in  Christian  work  this  building  and 
organization  which  the  Master  has  heretofore  so  signally  owned 
and  blessed  ? 

The  Associations  have  lived  long  enongh  to  vindicate  in  the 
eyes  of  multitudes  of  friends  and  supporters  their  claim  to 
establishment  as  a  permanent  institution.  Taking  their  place 
among  the  great  union  organizations  of  this  era  of  Christian 
history  they  seem  destined  to  achieve  a  glorious  work  for  the 
Master.  Let  us  be  awake  to  the  dignity  of  the  mission  before 
us  and  quick  to  respond  to  the  demands  of  the  hom  for  prompt 
effort  in  securing  to  every  Association  a  Christian  home  which 
it  shall  own  and  control  for  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's 
Kingdom  among  Young  Men. 
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After  the  foregoing  article  had  gone  to  press,  wo  received 
the  report  of  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  published  in  another 
column,  in  which  he  mentions  the  recent  dedication  at  Rock- 
port,  of  the  first  Association  building  erected  in  Massachusetts. 
It  cost  only  $2,500.  But  the  brethren  there  have  set  an  exam- 
ple, which  we  hope  will  be  extensively  and  speedily  imitated 
by  Associations  in  all  our  smaller  towns,  as  well  as  in  our  large 
cities. 


MONEY  OR  SOULS? 
Tun  Church,  and  every  religious  organization  growing  out 
of  it,  is  liable  to  secularizing  influences.  The  history  of 
Christianity  is  full  of  warnings  concerning  the  danger  of  being 
blind  to  the  first  insidious  approaches  of  this  mischievous  ten- 
dency. It  is  not  surprising  that  in  the  growth  of  our  Associa- 
tional  work,  signs  of  peril  in  this  quarter  have  already  ap- 
peared. The  following  timely  words  of  warning  come  to  us 
from  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  a  Board  of  Managers, 
who  have  the  watch  and  core  of  one  of  our  .larger  Associa- 
tions: 

"  That  the  too  great  concern  for  financial  success  is,  in  many 
places,  absorbing  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Associations,  is  pain- 
fully evident  No  greater  misfortune  can  befall  the  brethren. 
The  success,  the  usefulness,  and  the  existence  of  our  Societies, 
depend  wholly  upon  the  amount  of  Christian  work  performed. 
If  young  men  are  led  from  vice,  and  taught  to  love  virtue,  if 
street  loungers  and  idlers  ore  brought  into  our  reading  rooms, 
and  made  Sunday  School  teachers,  if  drinking  and  gamb- 
ling saloons  are  decimated,  and  souls  are  saved  by  the  efforts 
of  the  Associations,  all  else  will  follow.  Library  and  building 
funds  will  increase  in  proportion  to  the  appreciation  of  the 
good  that  will  be  accomplished  in  the  community  by  their  use 
If  the  young  men- employed  during  the  day,  in  our  large  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  establishments,  come  under  Chris- 
tian influence,  if  they  are  sought  out  by  our  invitation  commit- 
tees, if  they  find  a  generous  welcome,  practical  instruction, 
and  refining  and  ennobling  influences,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Christian  Association,  their  employers  will  hear  of  it,  and  the 
Lord,  whose  service  requires  it,  will  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  all 
men  to  contribute  liberally  and  cheerfully,  to  the  treasury  of 
the  Society.  Too  much  time  and  thought  should  not  be  ex- 
pended *n  the  question — How  can  we  raise  money  !  For  then, 
too  little  will  be  given  to  the  question,  what  more  can  we  do 
to  win  young  men  to  Christ  ?  Leas  scheming,  and  more  prayer- 
ful activity  is  needed.  The  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers are,  in  many  coses,  wholly  given  up  to  material  interests, 
and  so  the  monthly  meetings  become  mere  debating  Societies, 
or  degenerate  into  sparring  matches  participated  in  by  a  few 
talking  members,  more  intent  upon  self-display,  than  spiritual 
instruction. 

All  this  is  foreign  to  the  original  purpose  of  our  organiza- 
tions. Certain  it  is,  that  rooms  must  be  provided,  libraries 
must  be  purchased,  reading  matter  supplied,  and  salaries  paid. 
For  them,  money  is  needed.  But  the  surest  way  to  obtain  it, 
lies  through  earnest,  faithful,  effective  Christian  work.  God 
always  prospers  those  who  deserve  prosperity.  They  who  go 
forth  to  reap  where  they  have  not  sown,  return  empty,  while 
they  who  have  labored  long  in  the  work  of  preparation,  who 
have  scattered  broadcast  the  good  seeds  of  instruction,  care, 
love,  companionship,  and  Christian  example  among  the  young 
men  of  our  great  cities,  will  gather  for  the  temporal  resources 
of  the  Associations,  some  thirty,  some  sixty,  some  an  hundred 
fold,  in  greenbacks  and  gold. 

The  devotional  committee,  and  the  committee  for  the  re- 
ception and  care  of  young  men,  should  be  the  prominent  actors 


in  every  Association,  and  their  reports  should  engage  the  most 
serious  attention  in  the  monthly  meetings,  and  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Managers.  The  labors  of  the  Finance  committee  would 
thus  be  made  light,  and  there  would  be  less  occasion  to  con- 
sume time  on  money  getting  schemes.  Love  of  money  and  zeal 
to  possess  it,  would  bo  less  prominent,  and  the  love  of  souls 
and  zeal  to  save  them,  would  become  the  absorbing  senti- 
ment of  ell  who  deliberate  for,  and  control  our  Societies."   ' 

A  VERT  POOR  EXCUSE. 

The  following  suggestive  paragraph  from  Mr.  Rowland's 
report  of  the  work  in  Massachusetts,  is  full  of  instruction.  Wo 
hope  his  words  may  reach  and  influence  many  Christians  who 
are  thoughtlessly  making  frivolous  excuses  for  neglecting  the 
performance  of  their  duty  in  the  rescue  of  tempted,  way- 
ward, and  neglected  young  men: 

But  few  towns  and  cities  in  Massachusetts,  are  now  without 
an  Association,  and  those  few  once  had  an  Association,  but 
they  lot  it  die  from  want  of  energy,  and  now  refuse  to  try  for 
a  new  organization.  All  such  towns  support  Tumdmmdy  from  . 
50  to  250  "  social "  places,  called  rum,  or  grog  shops.  These 
inviting  places  are  upon  the  best  corners  of  the  principal 
Streets,  open  six  days  and  nights  in  seven,  and  are  well  sup- 
ported. The  same  towns  have  from  three  to  twelve  Churches, 
open  one  day  in  seven,  and  two  or  three  evenings  each  week,  at 
the  most.  But  they  don't  revive  the  Christian  Association.  Ask 
any  ot  the  brethren,  do  you  need  young  men  in  your  Church  ? 
"  Tes,  more  than  any  other  class."  Ask  them  if  they  think  of 
any  better  way  for  reaching  them,  then  through  a  T.  M.  C.  A. 
and  they  reply  "  no,  if  the  Society  is  well  worked."  Will  they 
themselves  take  hold  of  it  ?  "  Oh  no,"  is  the  reply,  "  I  have  so 
much  to  do,  and  then  I  don't  want  to  see  a  failure.  Let  those 
who  are  interested  go  forward,  and  if  it  succeeds,  I'll  put  in 
with  you."  This  I  often  hear,  and  it  always  reminds  me  of 
what  Henry  Ward  Beechcr  said  to  Mr.  Moody,  when  at  an 
examination  of  candidates  for  Church  membership,  Mr.  M. 
asked  him :  "  If  a  young  man  who  hoped  he  was  converted  in 
your  meeting  to-night,  should  ask  to  join  the  Church  next 
Sabbath,  would  you  let  him?"  "Yes,"  was  the  reply,  "if  he 
gave  evidence  of  conversion !"  Why  not  ?  Why  if  I  went  from 
here  home,  and  after  getting  rested,  should  hear  a  cry  at  my  door, 
and  upon  opening  it,  should  find  a  new  born  child,  would 
it  be  right  or  reasonable  for  me  to  say  "  well,  it  appears  like  a 
nice  baby — its  worth  saving,  but  I  won't  take  it  in  to-night, 
if  it  lives  till  morning  Til  take  it  in  ?"  Yet  these  men  tell  us 
"  If  the  Association  can  live  a  year  or  two  without  our  help, 
we'll  help  it  then.  It's  good,  but  we've  tried  it  once,  and 
made  a  failure."  If  these  lines  come  to  the  eye  of  any  young 
man  who  would  attempt  an  organization  in  his  town,  remember 
Qod  is  on  your  side,  and  three  humble,  earnest,  persistent 
young  men  are  a  Christian  Association.  Therefore,  go  forward. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  OUR  PAPER. 
In  view  of  the  General  Convention  to  be  held  in  a  few  weeks 
and  the  many  topics  of  associations!  interest  suggested  by 
its  approach,  we  have  increased  the  size  of  our  paper  this  month 
by  adding  eight  pages  of-reading  matter.  We  are  thus  able  to 
furnish,  through  the  kindness  of  our  corresponding  members, 
an  unusual  variety  of  news  concerning  the  work  in  different 
parts  of  the  continent  Our  columns  are  also  filled  with  articles 
concerning  topics,  the  discussion  of  which  will  be  profitable  to 
all  who  may  participate  or  be  interested  in  the  deliberations  of 
the  brethren  at  Indianapolis.  To  meet  the  expenses  of  this 
enlargement  the  number  of  our  advertisers  has  been  increased. 
We  trust  that  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  this  expedient  will 
be  soon  removed  by  the  action  of  the  members  of  our  Associa- 
tions, in  largely  augmenting  our  list  of  subscribers. 
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THE  SINGLE  HALF  INCH. 

DuniNa  the  laying  of  the  second  Atlantic-cable,  the  delicate 
instruments  which  tested  the  "  insulation  "  of  the  portion  "  paid 
out,"  suddenly  announced  a"  fault"  Up  to  that  moment  the 
flow  of  the  entire  current  had  been  perfect.  '  Cheerful  messages 
had  been  flying  back  and  forth  through  the  thousand  miles 
already  dropped  astern.  But  now  communications  almost 
cease.  Faint  and  irregular  pulses  only,  beat  vaguely  along 
the  fiery  vein.  The  great  ship's  engines  were  speedily  reversed. 
The  cable  was  carefully  drawn  in.  The  intensest  scrutiny  of 
the  operators  was  employed  to  discover  the  defect.  At  last  it 
was  found.  Half  an  inch  covered  it  A  bit  of  steel,  by  acci- 
dent or  malicious  design,  had  been  driven  transversely  through 
the  slender  line,  scarcely  roughening  its  surface.  But  that  was 
enough.  The  "  fault "  of  that  half-inch  broke  the  connection 
from  Europe  to  mid-ocean.  Had  it  been  undiscovered,  the  per- 
fection of  all  the  other  inches  and  miles  would  not  have  saved 
the  enterprise  from  failure. 

There  is  something  which  reminds  one  of  this  incident,  occa- 
sionally, in  the  working  of  great  voluntary  associations  for 
religious  purposes.  Great  as  is  the  good  such  organizations 
accomplish,  it  is  often  not  so  great  as  wo  would  expect.  We 
admire  the  width  and  perfectness  of  the  plan.  We  rejoice  in 
the  substantial  success  of  the  working.  But  for  that  very  rea- 
son we  are  the  more  jealous  of  any  failure  in  full  perfection. 

Men  feel  this  emotion  in  looking  upon  Churches,  and  upon 
Benevolent  Societies,  as  well  as  upon  so  efficient  an  organiza- 
tion of  evangelical  piety,  as  our  Christian  Associations.  Now 
why  is  it,  that  all  the  good  we  pray  and  hope  for,  comes  not 
out  of  these  large  combinations  of  pious  enterprise  i 
f  Is  it  not  because  of  some  defective  "half-inches"  In  the 
cable  ?  L$  it  not  because  in  the  grand  whole  there  are  inefficient 
parts  ?  Is  it  not  because  the  responsibility  of  the  individual 
is  sometimes  forgotten  in  the  large  labors  of  the  associated  ? 

It  is  a  familiar  truth  in  mechanics  that  the  strength  of  a 
chain  is  just  the  strength  of  its  weakest  link.-  All  the  others 
may  be  equal  to  a  thousand  tons.  But  the  chain  parts  at  but  a 
hundred,  if  one  link  be  adequate  only  to  that  strain.  It  hap- 
pens sometimes  in  the  conduct  of  a  battle,  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  enemy's  onset  is  thrown  on  a  single  regiment.  With 
sudden  and  unexpected  power  the  conflict  is  concen- 
trated on  a  narrow  point,  where  stands,  it  may  be,  but  the  frag- 
ment of  a  company.  The  army's  strength  is,  for  the  time,  just 
the  strength  of  those  few  men.  Defeat  or  victory  turns  on  their 
ability  and  willingness  to  stand  or  die. 

So,  too,  the  efficiency  of  the  organized  forces  of  piety 
depends  on  the  perfect  working  of  the  individual  factors 
engaged  in  them. 

And  this  is  a  truth  which,  in  the  present  large  and  auspic- 
ious development  of  Christian  Associations,  needs  especially 
to  be  considered.  For  there  is  a  certain  peril  growing  out  of 
the  very  greatness  and  successfulness  of  association  — the  peril 
of  a  diminished  sense  of  accountablencss  in  the  units  which 
compose  it 

But  it  is  necessary  always  to  remember  that  organization  is 
not  itself  a  power.  It  is  only  the  means  by  which  power  is 
utilized.  The  power  is  in  the  single  links  of  the  organization. 
It  will  have  so  much  energy,  and  only  so  much  as  is  brought 
into  it  by  the  individual  souls  comprising  it  Machinery  is 
not  force.  It  cannot  run  alone.  Power  must  be  regularly  and 
continuously  applied,  or  motion  ceases.  And  that  power  in  the 
prosecution  of  Christian  effort  is  generated  only  in  individual 
hearts.  The  only  spiritual  battery  capable  of  giving  birth  to 
this  peculiar  energy  which  produces  Christian  results,  is  the 
and  of  lolilary  pidty.    Personal  consecration  to  Christ  and  his 


work,  is  what  we  have  to  depend  on  for  the  successful  issue  of 
all  associate  endeavor. 

Our  Associations  have  become  very  numerous.  They  are 
well  equipped  for  service.  They  afford  an  instrument,  if 
wielded  rightly,  of  tremendous  power.  Such  a  sudden  and 
well  organized  development  of  Christian  enterprise,  is  hardly 
to'  be  paralleled  in  the  history  of  the  church.  It  constitutes  an 
era  in  Christianity.  But  all  the  more  necessary  is  it  because  of 
the  immense  outward  manifestation  to  look  carefully  to  the 
inward  sources  of  strength.  The  Individual  should  be  empha- 
sized in  order  that  the  Atsociatum  may  be  strong.  No  grandeur 
of  combination  can  dispense  with  solitary  individual  fidelity. 
We  stand  alone,  accountable  first  of  all,  not  to  each  other  but 
to  Christ 

To  their  individual  notice,  somo  of  them  ratified  also  by 
individual  vows,  it  becomes  every  member  of  our  Associations 
often,  to  recur.  The  more  outward  matters  grow  and  prosper, 
the  more  sedulously  let  each  look  within.  The  example  each 
should  set  betore  himself  are  the  examples  of  those  single  men  tho 
Bible  sets  before  us,  as  working  always  whether  others  would 
do  or  forbear.  Onesiphorus,  alone  in  the  vast  Capital  of  the 
Roman  empire,  seeking  out "  very  diligently  "  a  solitary  pris- 
oner, till  he  found  him.  Philip,  joining  himself  to  a  single 
traveller  on  the  way  to  Gaza.  Nay,  Christ  Himself,  saying 
"  /must  be  about  my  Father's  business." 

If  this  be  the  spirit  of  the  individual  members,  then  hail  to 
the  widest  development  of  the  principle  of  association !  Let 
co-operation  spread  and  embrace  in  its  organized  development 
every  hamlet  of  the  land. 

But  remember  the  single  link!  Forget  not  the  little  half- 
inch  I  Each  must  live  a  life  for  himself  hidden  in  God.  Each 
must  fulfil  duty  at  if  he  vat  alone.  No  exemption  can  be  found 
in  the  numerousness  of  associates.  We  are  solitary  in  Betponti. 
bility,  Military  in  the  Judgment,  mlitary  in  our  Bernard. , 


OPEN  AIR  MEETINGS. 

We  have  many  encouragements  to  hope  and  pray  for  a  bless- 
ing on  these  services  in  the  open  air  the  present  season.  Last 
year  in  Washington,  they  occasioned  a  fruitful  revival,  resulting 
in  the  conversion  of  200  souls.  In  Portland,  Montreal,  Boston, 
Lowell,  this  city  and  other  places,  many  of  which  were  then  for 
the  first  time  the  scene  of  such  services,  good  results  manifestly 
attended  the  holding  of  these  meetings. 

This  year  in  all  these  cities  the  work  is  recommenced  with  a 
fresh  interest  and  enthusiasm.  We  hope  the  brethren  enlisted 
will  find  their  ranks  recruited  by  many  who  aie  eager  to  keep 
by  attendance  singing  and  prayer,  if  not  by  preaching,  tho 
efforts  made  to  bring  multitudes  who  never  entered  a  church, 
within  the  sound  of  saving  truth.  In  the  summer  season  the 
duties  of  many  of  our  committees,  especially  in  the  larger  cities, 
grow  less  onerous.  It  is  a  time  therefore  when  the  energy  and 
strength  of  the  Association  can  be  expended  with  greater  effi- 
ciency in  this  department  of  city  and  country  evangelization. 

T.  M.  C.  A.  "  Cartridges."  This  capital  name  is  given  to 
little  pieces  of  card  board  on  which  are  neatly  printed  strik- 
ing and  suggestive  portions  of  Scripture,  skillfully  selected  and 
designed  to  arrest  attention  and  do  good.  They  are  not  to  be 
used  carelessly  or  at  random  but  with  prayerful  wisdom  and 
forethought.  Multitudes  of  these  cartridges  are  now  printed 
iu  Cleveland,  Ohio,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  C.  E. 
Bolton,  who,  in  this  as  in  many  other  ways,  is  efficient  in  doing 
good.  The  cards  are  sold  at  cost  Each  package  contains 
1,000  and  will  be  sent,  postage  prepaid,  to  any  part  of  the 
country  for  $1.25.  Address  C.  E.  Bolton,  268  Pearl  Street, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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WANTED  A  LEADER ! 

Mr.  K.  A.  Bdbnell,  well  known  for  his  devoted  zeal  and  wide 
experience  in  our  work,  writes  us  that  "  many  of*  our  Associa- 
tions are  dying  for  lack  of  leadertlnp."  After  citing  the  cases  of 
several  associations  dead  for  want  of  a  competent  leader,  he 
names  as  among  the  indispensable  qualifications  of  such  a  leader 
or  President:  " Sclf-forgetfulness,  untiring  service,  and  a 
Christlike  independence  that  enables  a  man  to  adopt  the  motto 
of  Harlan  Page :  '  Resolved  by  divine  grace  that  I  will  apt  as 
though  I  .were  the  only  one  to  act,  waiting  no  longer  for 
others.' " 

Mr.  Burnelladds:  "I  have  been  in  a  prominent  Association 
nearly  a  month,  attending  regularly  their  daily  meeting  with- 
out once  seeing  their  leading  official.  I  have  known  board 
meetings  tail  because  the  President  did  not  attend.  I  know  of 
one  pleasant  cosy  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  whose  walls  have 
never  resounded  to  the  heavenly  stimulus  of  a  daily  prayer 
meeting,  simply  because  the  President  did  not  say  it  shall  be, 
and  come  himself.  Our  American  people  though  inde- 
pendent, and  accustomed  to  do  their  own  thinking,  still  love  to 
be  led,  and  when  they  have  confidence  in  their  leader,  will  rally 
about  him.  Then  let  us  search  our  Zion  for  leaders,  yea  for 
men,  and  finding  them  let  us  rally  about  and  sustain  them.  No 
one  topic  for  the  approaching  International  Conventions  is 
more  important  than  this.  May  the  holy  spirit  lead  our  delib- 
erations and  we  shall  be  led." 

This  demand  for  leadership  is  natural  in  every  department  of 
organized  Christian  effort.  The  church  needs  leaders,  or  over- 
seers, and  infinite  wisdom  was  provided  the  office  of  the  minis- 
try to  meet  this  want. 

Christian  association  or  organization  for  work  in  the  Master's 
cause  has  heretofore  been  successful  only  as  competent  leaders 
have  successively  appeared  to  take  their  important  and  neces- 
sary part  in  each  enterprise.  The  attention  of  our  approaching 
convention  is  properly  called  to  this  interesting  subject. 


AN  OBJECTION  ANSWERED. 

In  this  day  of  the  multiplication  of  religious  agencies  and 
benevolent  societies,  it  is  objected  that  much  needless  machi- 
nery has  been  created.  "  Why,"  it  is  asked,  "  add  to  all  these, 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  ?  Let  the  Church  do 
the  work ;  it  falls  within  her  province,  and  under  her  auspices 
might  be  accomplished  more  economically,  and  with  no  possi- 
bility of  rivalry." 

This  plea  is  plausible,  but  we  think  a  little  reflection  will 
justify  the  existence  and  perpetuation  of  this  as  well  as  other  in- 
stitutions, the  general  abolition  of  which  is  thought  by  some 
to  be  desirable. 

We  observe  elsewhere,  the  same  sub-division  of  work,  and 
multiplication  of  agencies.  In  the  practice  of  medicine,  for 
example,  there  is  a  growing  tendency  toward  "specialties." 
Some  physicians  are  exclusively  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  eye ; 
others  treat  the  ear  alone ;  others  the  lungs ;  and  others  still  con- 
fine themselves  to  paralysis  and  kindred  bodily  ailments. 
In  the  legal  profession  we  notice  the  same  thing.  There  are 
"  commercial,"  "  patent,"  "  admiralty  "  and  "criminal"  lawyers. 
In  Education  we  witness  a  similar  tendency.  Our  Colleges 
are  rapidly  becoming  Universities,  with  their  multiplied  yet 
distinct  departments  and  professorships.  In  the  "  Press,"  Papers 
multiply  like  leaves  in  spring.  One  reason  why  there  is  room 
for  all  is  that  each  has  its  definite  and  restricted  sphere.  In 
business  too,  especially  in  larger  cities,  we  trace  the  same 
tendency.  We  find  houses  confining  themselves  more  and  more 
to  the  sale  of  a  few  commodities,  or  even  of  a  single  one. 

These  various  facts  unmistakably  show  growth  in  these  sev- 


eral directions.  It  is  the  advanced  stage  of  science  and  the 
elevated  standard  of  education,  progress  in  general  intelligence, 
and  the  growth  of  commerce  that  demand  these  specialties.  It 
is  an  age  of  specialties  because  an  age  of  progress. 

In  this  light,  look  at  the  sphere  of  religion.  The  Sunday- 
school  is  a  specialty,  and  is  becoming  more  and  more  distinct, 
though  not  separated  from  the  Church  proper.  The  industrial 
school  and  mission  work  are  specialties.  Against  these  the 
same  objections  may  be  urged  as  against  the  Association. 

Observe,  too,  how  the  institution  of  the  prayer  meeting  is  sub- 
divided as  compared  with  former  times.  Beside  the  general 
meeting  of  the  Church,  there  are  the  young  people's  prayer 
meeting,  (and  even  this  is  divided  into  the  meeting  for  young 
men  and  that  for  young  women,)  the  old  ladies'  meeting,  and 
the  mother's  meeting. 

These  different  branches  of  Christian  work  indicate  the 
growth  and  aggressiveness  of  Christianity  in  this  age.  The 
Church  is  realizing,  as  never  before,  that  "  the  field  is  the 
world ; "  is  realizing  that  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature  is  practicable.  Accordingly,  numerous  agencies,  or 
specialties  of  Christian  work  are  demanded. 

The  Association  is  one  of  these,  calling  for  work  by  yonng 
men  for  young  men ;  and  as  such,  instead  of  exciting  distrust 
and  rebuke  on  the  ground  above  stated,  it  ought  to  be  cher- 
ished and  promoted  as  the  sign  of  a  new  efficiency  in  the  work 
of  extending  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom. 


A  Disaobeeablb  Situation. — The  disadvantages  that  often 
attend  the  rental  of  rooms,  and  the  location  of  Association  in 
a  house  not  under  its  own  control,  is  vividly  illustrated  in  the 
experience  of  the  brethren  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

"  We  feel  satisfied,  says  the  Superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
rooms,"  "  that  our  location  has  been,  and  is  at  present,  a  matter 
of  no  little  embarrassment;  just  at  the  top  of  the  stairway  the 
opera  is  first  presented ;  at  the  left  a  dancing  academy,  while 
just  over  our  rooms  there  is  another  dancing  school.  Strangers 
do  not  appear  favorably  impressed,  and  young  men  disposed  to 
remain  with  us  and  spend  their  evenings  in  reading,  are  greatly 
disturbed  by  the  surrounding  noise  and  excitement." 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  work  languished  and  the  Associa- 
tion became  embarrassed  with  a  heavy  debt  of  $2,000.  The 
question  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Society  was  debated  in  a 
public  meeting,  last  April,  but  the  money  to  pay  the  debt  was 
liberally  given  by  friends,  and  it  was  resolved  to  seek  for 
accomodations  better  suited  to  the  nature  and  necessities  of  the 
work. 


Omnipresent  Blessing.—"  God  hath  laid  things  in  such  a 
sweet  method,  that  there  is  not  one  point  of  time  wherein  the  soul 
of  a  believer  is  left  wholly  destitute  of  comfort,  but  there  is  one  pro- 
mise or  other  that  stands  ready  to  minister  unto  his  present  wants. 
Sometimes  haply  he  may  want  what  he  strongly  desires,  yet.  even 
then  care  is  taken  for  his  present  subsistence :  one  promise  bears 
the  Christian  company  while  another  comes.  And  what  cause  has 
the  sick  man  to  complain,  though  all  his  Mends  do  not  sit  up  with 
him  together,  if  they  take  it  by  turns,  and  never  leave  him  with- 
out a  sufficient  number  t" 

GUBNALL. 

"HOW  much  we  take,  how  little  give  t 
Yet  every  life  is  meant 
To  help  all  lives ;  each  man  should  live 
For  all  men's  betterment.'' 

"  Asflowen  never  put  on  their  best  clothes  for  Sunday,  but  wear 
their  spotted  raiment  and  exhale  their  odor  every  day,  so  let 
your  Christian  life,  free  from  stain,  ever  give  forth  the  fragrance  of 
theloveofaodl' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[June, 


A  GUIDE  TO  THE  CONVENTION. 

»The  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  General  Convention, 
have  issued  an  excellent  circular  which  every  delegate  should 
be  sure  and  obtain  as  a  guide  to  Indianapolis.  If  you  have  not 
received  a  copy  send  for  one  to  J.  B,  Brandt  Esq.,  atlndianapolis. 

A  room  has  been  secured  at  the  R.  R.  depot  in  Indianapolis 
where  upon  their  arrival  all  delegates  are  desired  to  present 
themselvos,  that  homes  may  be  provided  for  them  before  they 
leave  the  depot.  Should  any  prefer  to  go  to  a  hotel,  they  will 
be  accommodated  at  the  Bates  House  for  the  sum,of  $2.50  a  day. 
The  Railroad  companies,  which  have  lowered  their  rates  for 
delegates,  are  named  in  the  circular.  Half  fare  is  not  offered 
by  all.  Tickets  for  the  round  trip  from  New  York  cost  (84 ; 
from  Philadelphia,  $30 ;  from  Baltimore,  $28,70;  Harrisburg, 
$26.15.  These  tickets  will  be  sold  any  day  from  June  18th  to 
20th,  and  will  be  good  to  return  till  July  2d.  Delegates  should 
be  prepared  to  show  the  ticket  agents,  certificates  from  their 
Associations,  in  order  to  secure  reduced  rates.  Brethren  from 
New  England  are  urged  to  leave  New  York  as  early  as  Mon- 
day evening  (June  20th)  in  order  to  reach  Indianapolis  Wednes- 
day, in  time/or  the  opening  cxercUea. 


The  New  Hymn  Book. — Last  month  we  printed  a  specimen 
page  of  the  Hymn  Book  which,  at  the  request  of  the  Portland 
Convention,  Mr.  W.  H.  Doane  has  prepared  for  our  Associa- 
tions. The  book  is  now  in  press,  and  copies  of  it  will  be  ready 
for  the  use  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention.  The  title  of  the 
volume  is  "  Songs  of  Devotion."  Out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  book,  a  liberal  copyright  is  offered  to  the  Associa- 
tions for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


Associations  and  Corresponding  Members  are  urgently 
requested  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  send  in  their  reports 
with  promptness. 


A  Dictionary  op  Dictionaries.— The  aim  of  Zell's"  Popular 
Encyclopedia,  and  Universal  Dictionary "  is  to  compact  within 
the  covers  of  two  royal  quarto  volumes  not  only  what  is  is  usually 
included  in  a  cyclopedia,  but  tho  substance  of  the  gazetteer  and  the 
dictionaries  of  law,  medicine,  biography,  and  the  English  language. 
The  work  is  edited  by  Mr.  L.  Colange.  Its  size  forbids  the  ex- 
haustive treatment  of  any  subject,  but  as  a  book  for  general  ref- 
erence its  brevity,  comprehensiveness,  and  scholarly  compilation, 
enable  the  owner  of  it  to  keep  within  easy  reach  and  reference 
in  the  compass  of  one  work,  valuable  information  on  almost  any 
topic  of  interest  and  inquiry.  A  specially  admirable  feature  of  it 
is  the  copious  illustrations  in  which  it  abounds.  The  maxim  of 
Locke,  that  "  w  irds  standing  for  things  which  are  known  by  their 
outward  shapes  should  be  expressed  by  draughts,  and  prints  made 
of  them,"  has  of  late  been  more  carefully  observed  by  dictionary 
makers.  The  number  of  cuts  given  in  this  work  under  the  first 
letter  of  the  alphabet,  is  about  three  hundred,  and  two  thousand 
maps  and  engravings  are  promised  in  the  completed  publication. 
This  interesting  feature  makes  it  a.  hook  tor  children  of  the  fam- 
ily, as  well  as  for  study.  A  compend  of  dictionaries,  it  yet  seems 
to  merit  the  title  of  *'  popular,"  and  to  be  destined  to  form  the 
principal  part  of  that  large  multitude  of  private  libraries  which 
must  be  limited  to  very  few  volumes.  The  work  is  to  be  issued 
in  fifty  numbers,  each  costing  50  cents.  Thirty-one  of  these  have 
already  appeared,  completing  the  first  volume,  and  reaching  in 
alphabetical  order  the  word  "  Innocent."  T.  Ell  wood  Zell,  of 
Philadelphia,  is  the  publisher. 

The  Association  in  Spencer  Mass.,  lately  completed  fine 
apartments  for  a  reading-room  and  for  devotional  purposes.  The 
prayer-meetings,  both  at  the  rooms  and  in  several  districts,  are  fully 
attended  and  very  encouraging. 


Woman's  Work  in  the  Association  at   Worcester. 

— A  statement  in  our  last  number  gave  the  impression  that  the 
Association  at  Worcester.  Mass.,  had  only  recently  admitted 
women  to  membership.  The  Secretary  writes  us  correcting  this 
statement : 

"Women  were  first  admitted  as  members  in  1807,  and  since 
then  our  Association  has  become  one  of  the  most  active  and  ener- 
getic in  New  England.  Previous  to  that  time  it  was  chiefly  noted 
for  its  lethargy.  We  require  of  all,  membership  in  regular  stand- 
ing in  some  Evangelical  Church  for  active,  and  good  moral  char- 
acter for  associate,  membership.  On  five  of  our  standing  commit- 
tees, women  occupy  honored  and  responsible  positions,  namely : 
Vmtation  of  the  Sick,  Boom*  and  Library,  Boarding  Hovtei  and 
Employment,  Social  Gatherings  and  Tract*. 

The  first  named  have  in  charge  a  Club  of  watchers  numbering 
about  110 ;  60  women  and  50  men.  This  committee  and  watchers 
find  enough  to  do.  We  also  have  a  relief  fund  for  the  sick  poor, 
and  aid  all  irrespective  of  their  religious  belief. 

Nearly  one-third  of  our  membership  are  women,  and  their  sing- 
ing at  our  meetings  within  doors  and  in  the  open  air  is  very  wel- 
come and  effective  for  good. 

Financially  our  Association  is  in  a  good  condition,  though  our 
means  of  usefulness  are  somewhat  straightened.  We  sustain 
eleven  suburban  prayer-meetings,  besides  our  open  air  meeting, 
and  four  Mission  Schools  on  the  Sabbath,  and  nearly  every  month 
cases  of  conversion  are  reported  from  some  of  these  stations. 
Most  of  the  Churches  and  pastors  are  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
us.  '  Those  desiring  to  know  more  of  the  history  and  working  of 
our  Association  with  lady  members,  may  address  me  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  shall  be  happy  to  reply. 

Aaron  P.  Greene,  Secy.,  Worcester  Y.  M.  C.  A. 


At  the  Eighteenth  Anniversary  of  the  Washington  As 
sociation,  May  16th,  the  President,  Gen.  Howard  reviewed  the 
work  of  the  year.  The  820  new  members  received  swell  the  total 
membership  to  825,  (a  net  increase  of  100)  of  whom  587  are  paying 
members.  Good  progress  has  been  made  financially  in  the  increase 
of  the  Building  fund,  for  the  edifice  is  now  rented  to  the  Associa- 
tion by  a  Stock  Company,  and  eve.y  effort  is  being  put  forth  to 
secure  a  building  fund  large  enough  to  make  the  Association  own- 
ers of  the  structure.  The  combined  libraries  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  the  Washington  Society  now  furnish 
15,000  volumes  for  reading.  The  Association  has  two  vigorous 
branches,  and  either  wholly  or  in  part  supports  eight  Sunday 
schools.  The  fruitful  open-air  work,  described  in  our  report  from 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  also  alluded  to. 

Hon.  Horace  Maynard,  of  Tenn.,  Mr.  E.  M.  Gallaudet,  and  Hon. 
J.  D.  Cox,  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  mode  interesting  addresses. 


A  Proposition  from  Minneapolis.— Tho  Association  in 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  on  March  4th,  adopted,  throng':  their  Board  of 
Directors,  a  proposition  submitted  by  Be  v.  James  Gu:  ley,  their  city 
missionary,  and  suggesting  to  our  Christian  churches  a  plan  for 
banishing  from  their  communion  tables  "  an  alcoholic  compound 
containing  often  no  juice  of  tho  grape."  It  is  proposed  to  set  apart 
in  a  suitable  locality  a  sufficient  tract  of  land  to  the  culture  of  the 
proper  grape.  The  wine  made  from  the  fruit  of  their  vineyard  is 
to  be  used  only  for  sacramental  purposes  and  to  be  furnished  to 
Christian  churches  at  the  cost  of  production.  The  whole  is  to  be 
under  the  charge  of  a  Superintendent  and  a  Board  of  Trustees 
appointed  in  such  away  as  to  represent  as  far  as  possible  all  Chris- 
tian churches." 

The  Eighteenth  Anniversary  of  the  Baltimore  Associa- 
tion was  observed  April  12th.  President  S.  W.  T.  Hopper  read  an 
encouraging  report.  Rev.  John  Chambers,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Rev.  Dr.  L.  M.  Eddy,  of  Baltimore  then  gave  interesting  addresses. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

KT"  For  thl»  department  we  ask  contributions  (Tom  the  brethren  In  all  our  As 
locutions.  Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come:— 

1,  New  features  In  the  work. 

2,  News  of  Conventions. 
8,  Interestlnic  lncldenta. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

6,  Commnnltles  awakened. 

t.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7,  In  what  departments  Uio  greatest  and  the  least  success  bavfe  been  achieved. 
Or*Commnnlcatlons  for  any  Number  should  reach  our  office  before  the  middle 

of  the  


nyl 
tin 


month  proceeding  that  la  which  such  number  appears . 


AT  HOME. 
VERMONT.   • 

Growth  in  Small  Towns.  Conversions.  Personal 
Effort. — The  Associations  in  Vermont  owe  their  life  and  success 
to  the  blessing  of  God  upon  personal  effort.  They  were  organized 
after  fervent  prayer  and  faithful  labor,  by  a  few  ardent  hearts 
in  each  locality,  and  they  are  sustained  by  constant  exertion.  Per- 
haps a  peculiar  feature  of  the  work  in  Vermont  is,  the  general 
favor  shown  us  by  our  Pastors.  The  number  of  Associations  in 
our  smaller  towns,  is  another  cause  for  gratitude.  They  exist  in 
little  villages  where  there  is  but  one  Church.  Members  of  dif_ 
ferent  denominations  meet  in  the  Association  prayer-meetings,  and 
work  together  quite  profitably  there.  The  proportion  of  Asso- 
ciations is,  one  to  less  than  five  towns  through  the  State,  and  our 
membership  is  not  less  than  one  in  one  hundred  of  tho  entire 
population. 

In  one  small  village,  where  three  years  ago,  there  was  neither 
prayer-meeting,  Sunday  School,  nor  regular  Church  service,  an 
Association  was  organized,  and  as  a  result  of  this,  there  are  to 
day,  two  Churches  in  the  place  (each  having  a  pleasant  house  of 
worship)  two  Sunday  Schools,  and  four  prayer  meetings  weekly. 
In  another  town  among  the  mountains,  with  a  population  of  about 
1,000,  they  have  an  Association  of  124  members,  hold  seven  prayer 
meetings  each  week,  and  have  been  greatly  blessed  in  the  conver- 
sion of  many  souls  the  past  winter.  Another  Association  has  been 
holding  thirteen  meetings  each  week,  every  school  house  in  town 
being  supplied  with  a  delegation  of  working  Christians  every 
Sunday  evening.  As  a  result,  nearly  one  hundred  heads  of  fami- 
lies— father,  or  mother,  or  both,  have  been  converted 

Most  of  the  fifty-three  Associations  in  the  State,  have  been  visi- 
ted by  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  since  the  1st  of 
January,  1870,  with  very  encouraging  results.  Some  of  our  smaller 
Associations  are  doing  a  noble  work,  often  at  a  great  sacrifice,  and 
against  organized  opposition.  Young  men  working  for  their  daily 
bread,  walk  miles  at  night  to  attend  meetings,  give  their 
hard  earned  dollars  for  tracts,  and  bravely  meet  for  Christ's 
sake,  the  scoffs  and  scorn  of  former  comrades. 

Considering  all  the  benefits  resulting  from  these  organizations, 
and  this  work  in  Vermont,  not  the  least  is  th9  growth  in  Christian 
activity  and  usefulness  of  our  young  people. 

O.  B.  Douglas,  Cor.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  Vermont 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  Growth  of  Associations. — The  present  number  of 
our  Associations  is  112,  only  a  small  increase  over  the  number  last 
year.  I  believe  tho  reason  of  this  is  that  the  Associations  are 
largely  engaged  in  mission  work,  (mission  Sunday  schools  Neigh- 
borhood Prayer  meetings,  etc.,)  to  the  neglect  of  their  own  specific 
work  viz. :  aggressive  efforts  for  young  men.  The  Sunday  school 
is  highly  important  to  the  growth  of  Christian  membership,  but 
in  Massachusetts  there  are  270,000  young  men — a  field  large 
enough  for  the  most  powerful  efforts  of  our  15,000  members.  Uni- 
ted and  individual  concentrated  effort  for  the  young  men,  would 
double  this  membership  in  one  year,  and  it  should  be  done/ 

Finances : — Many  Christian  Associations  have  died  by  getting 
in  debt.  The  money  for  probable  expenses  should  bo  raised  at  the 
beginning  of  each  year,  which  would  prevent  large  deficits.  If 
in  debt,  one  man  can  raise  tho  amount  in  a  week  and  save  the  As- 
sociation. One  of  the  largest  and  best  Associations  of  our  State 
being  badly  in  debt,  raised  the  question  "Shall  we  go  on?"  A 
young  man  said  "  I  will  take  care'  of  it,"  and  raised  the  amount 
and  placed  a  balance  in  the  treasury  in  eight  days.  One  live  man 
will  make  a  live  Association. 


Ways  of  helping  each  other  >-The  State  Convention  has  been  a 
great  power.  It  resulted  in  much  good  to  the  Association  of  the 
place  where  it  was  held,  (simply  because  it  took  advantage  of  its 
influence.)  Several  conversions  occurred  during  its  session.  The 
local  or  circuit  monthly  convention  of  a  half  dozen  Associations,  in 
the  same  section  has  been  a  great  benefit  to  those  represented. 
Such  a  convention  of  the  Chelsea,  Wakefield,  Charleston,  Roxbury, 
Maiden,  Melrose,  Somerville,  Stonghton,  and  Cambridge  societies 
was  held  in  the  Winthrop  Church,  Charleston,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  25th.  The  questions  were  practical,  and  the  meet-, 
ings  have  created  a  good  feeling  in  the  communities  where  held 
A  Building  and  a  Building  Fund:  Bockport  has  secured 
a  Building  of  its  own— the  first  in  the  State.  The  cost  was 
$2,500.  It  is  a  good  size,  central,  and  well  adapted.  Bockport  has 
a  population  of  3,500.  The  churches  are  in  full  sympathy,  and  the 
four  religious  services  of  the  Association,  I  learn  have  been  a  per- 
manent help  to  the  churches.  The  Secretary  writes :  "  The  Asso- 
ciation has  a  strong  hold  upon  the  hearts  of  the  Christian  public, 
and  there  is  harmony  among  its  members."  Boston  has  a  Build- 
ing fund  of  $60,000  and  $25,000  subscribed,  expects  to  movo  into 
other  temporary  quarters,  and  reports  three  hundred  hopeful  con- 
versions. Of  this  number,  full  on  half  were  drinking  men. 
RHODE  ISLAND. 
The  Work  in  Providence,  B.  I.  A  correspondent  writes : 
"The  Association  in  Providence, R.  L  organized  in  September, 
1853,  numbers,  at  the  present  time,  about  1400  members,  has  a 
library  of  nearly  6000  volumes  and  a  weU  furnished  free  reading 
room  supplied  with  the  current  literature  of  the  day,  and  open 
from  10  o'clock  A.  m.  till  9-80  P.  m. 

"A  noon-day  prayer  meeting  and  another  held  every  Saturday 
evening  have  been  well  sustained  for  several  years.  During  the 
last  two  months  especially,  they  have  been  very  largely  attended,' 
and  a  feeling  of  deep  spiritual  interest  seems  to  pervade  them. 
On  Saturday  evenings,  bands  of  workmen  are  detailed  to  visit  the 
saloons  and  dens  of  questionable  reputation ;  and,  where  they  can 
gain  admission,  they  sing  and  offer  prayers  to  Him  who  sees  not  as 
man  sees.  That  He  is  a  prayer  hearing  God,  the  results  of  these 
labors  clearly  prove.  Some  of  the  worst  places  have  been  closed, 
their  proprietors  have  been  converted  and  become  faithful  minis- 
ters of  the  truth.  Through  their  influence  many  souls  have  been 
saved,  and  others  now  are  being  brought  to  Christ. 

"  Mission  and  Sabbath  schools  have  been  organized,  and  prayer 
meetings  established  where  prayer  was  before  unknown. 

"  During  the  summer  months  regular  meetings  are  held  Sabbath 
afternoons,  on  the  Cove  Park,  where  many  who  listen  to  the  teach- 
ing of  the  Oospel  no  where  else,  gather  to  hear  earnest  words  and 
prayers  from  warm  and  loving  hearts.  At  the  close  of  these  exer- 
cises, papers  and  tracts  are  freely  distributed  to  the  multitude. 
Frequently  bands  of  brethren  go  to  the  wharves  on  Sabbath  morn- 
ing to  sing,  pray  and  talk  with  our  seafaring  friends,  who  occasion- 
ally invite  them  on  board  their  vessels,  and  listen  attentively  to  the 
"Old,  old  story." 

"Some  two  years  since  they  held  a  Social  at  RogerWilliam's  Hall. 
Tickets  were  issued,  inviting  gentlemen  with  ladies,  which  were 
liberally  distributed  among  the  manufacturing  establishments  ot 
the  city  and  brought  together  a  very  large  audience.  The  enter- 
tainment consisted  of  a  concert  by  the  Orpheus  Club  of  this  city, 
and  a  select  quartette.  A  poem  was  read  by  Hon.  Win.  M.  Bod- 
man,  followed  by  two  short  addresses.  Since  that  time  throe  other 
socials  have  been  held  and  the  performers  have  been  greeted  by 
crowded  houses,  proving  eminently  successful, 

"We  have  no  building  or  building  fund,  but  the  brethren,  some- 
what stimulated  by  the  successful  efforts  of  sister  associations  in 
this  direction,  are  looking  forward  with  hope  to  securing  on  edifice 
of  their  own." 

CONNECTICUT, 

From  tho  report  of  our  corresponding  member,  Mr.  Newman 
Fuller,  to  the  last  Connecticut  Convention,  we  learn  that  there  are 
or  have  been  37  Associations  in  that  State,  most  of  whom  have 
shown  " commendable  activity,"  while  a  fowhave  been  "lost in 
the  whirlpool  pf  sectarian  jealousy "  or  "  paralyzed  by  worldli. 
new** 
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or  by  a  "pride,  which  under  the  assumed  name  of  gentility  or 
respectability,  has  caused  an  indifference  or  blindness  to  their 
obligations  to  the  poor  and  forsaken."  Mr.  Fuller  sends  us  some 
cheering  incidents  connected  with  the  progress  of  the  work  in 
various  places,  one  of  which  we  give : 

"  Two  irreligious  young  men,  strangers,  by  accident  came  into 
prayer-meeting,  and  being  invited  to  remain,  were  earnestly 
prayed  for.  Scarcely  was  the  meeting  closed,  when  they  took  a 
sadden  departure.  Nearly  eight  months  later  one  of  these  young 
men  rose  in  the  prayer-meeting  saying,  that  he  had  walked  seven 
miles  to  come  and  tell  them  how  their  prayers  had  followed  him 
and  been  answered  in  his  conversion. 

NEW  YORK. 

Conversions  and  Revivals. — Reports  received  from  many 
of  the  Associations  in  New  York  State  show  progress  in  the  good 
work,  not  rapid  or  very  extensive,  but  still  gratifying.  New  As 
socitttions  have  been  started  at  Ogdensbnrgh,  Eaton,  Fulton,  Cort- 
land, Spring  Valley,  and  NichollviUe.  Preparations  are  also 
making  to  organize  at  Sandy  Hill,  and  at  Dion,  but  I  have  not 
heard  that  they  have  been  carried  out. 

From  Ogdensburgh  I  learn  that  handsome  rooms  have  been 
provided  and  furnished,  partly  through  the  aid  of  the  ladies.  The 
work  has  been  already  blessed,  and  two  have  sought  and  found 
Christ. 

At  Fulton,  fine  rooms  have  been  rented,  carpeted  and  furnished, 
at  a  cost  of  nearly  $1,200  which  has  all  been  raised,  and  every- 
thing paid  for.  The  audience  room  seats  about  300,  and  the  read- 
ing room  is  supplied  with  periodicals,  each  one  donated  by  some 
member.  Prayer  meetings  have  been  well  attended  and  full  of 
interest.  A  large  portion  of  the  membership  is  mode  up  of  young 
men  who  gave  their  hearts  to  Christ  the  past  winter.  Two  mis- 
sion Sabbath  Schools  are  being  organized.  W.  J.  Townsend  is 
President,  H.  B.  Chamberlain.  Cor.  Secretary. 

Cortland  has  a  reading  room,  and  Chas.  W.  Collins  is  Cor. 
Secretary,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  directly  from  the  Association. 

As  to  other  Associations,  that  of  New  York  city  has  grown  in 
numbers  and  influence  with  unexampled  rapidity,  since  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  building,  and  it  seems  to  have  much  more  than 
doubled  its  usefulness,  merely  through  the  effect  produced  by  the 
possession  of  so  splendid  a  home  for  young  men. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Malone  Association  writes,  that  never  have 
its  prospects  seemed  so  bright.  New  and  eligible  rooms  have 
been  rented  on  the  first  floor  in  the  business  part  of  the  place. 
Meetings  have  been  kept  up  in  nearly  a  dozen  different  places  in 
the  neighboring  country,  and  they  have  been,  blessed  in  every  one 
with  a  revival 

At  Saratoga,  the  Association  has  done  more  work  during  the 
last  year,  than  in  the  three  years  previous.  Sociables  have  been 
held  every  two  weeks,  which  have  been  crowded.  The  exercises 
are  music,  recitations,  an  essay,  etc.  A  new  piano  has  been  bought 
and  paid  for,  and  large  additions  made  to  the  library.  A  daily 
prayer  meeting  has  been  sustained  throughout  the  year,  and  is 
better  attended  than  formerly.  Prayer-meetings  are  also  carried 
on  at  out  stations. 

From  other  points  come  words  of  cheer,  but  on  the  opposite 
side  I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  record  the  fact  that  at  Wayne, 
Biverhead,  and  Phelps,  the  Associations  have  been  disbanded.  No 
reason  is  given,  except  general  apathy. 

John  L  Platt,  Cor.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  New  York. 
MARYLAND. 

Our  Cause  is  gaining  strength  in  Maryland.  New  Associa- 
tions are  being  organized  in  many  of  the  towns  and  villages,  and 
our  prospects  in  Baltimore  have  never  before  been  so  bright. 
The  following  notes  were  gathered  at  our  last  monthly  meeting : 

"  During  the  month  fifty-three  prayer  meetings  had  been  held, 
resulting,  it  is  believed,  in  the  salvation  of  many  souls  Open-air 
meetings  had  been  held  in  the  market  places  and  on  the  wharfs 


Jfews  of  Associations. 

where  thousands  had  listened  to  the  story  of  the  Cross.  10.000 
tracts  and  5,000  copies  of  the  "  Good  News,"  (a  paper  published  by 
our  Association)  had  been  distributed,  about  1,100  missionary  visits 
had  been  made,  nearly  800  children  had  been  gathered  into  our 
missionary  schools,  several  hundred  meals  had  been  furnished  to  the 
needy  young  men  out  of  employment,  assisted  the  widows  and  tho 
orphans,  the  sick  visited,  and  to  the  poor  the  Gospel  was  preached. 
Our  rooms  had  been  to  the  stranger  a  home  and  to  the  tempted  a 
refuge.  In  more  than  200  bar-rooms,  interesting  and  fruitful  ser- 
vices have  been  held.  J.  W.  Thompson, Cor.  Mem.  for  Maryland. 
DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
In  door  and  out  of  door  work.— The  principal  agen- 
cies of  our  Association  at  present,  are  the  doily  prayer-meetings, 
open  air  effort,  and  Mission  Sunday  School  work. 

We  hold  now  two  daily  prayer-meetings,  one  at  12  noon,  and 
the  other  between  6  and  7  P.  H.  The  prayer  room  capable  of 
holding  about  ISO,  is  almost  always  well  filled  at  0  F.  x.  and  23 
have  risen  for  prayers  on  different  occasions.  The  noonday  meet- 
ing, began  five  months  since,  is  not  so  well  sustained,  but  we  do 
not  foel  like  giving  it  up.  At  least  one  daily  prayer-meeting 
should  be  sustained  at  the  rooms  of  every  Association  of  the  land. 
In  some  places  it  may  require  weeks  or  months  to  establish  it,  bat 
if  the  most  suitable  home  is  chosen,  many  will  repair  to  it  even 
tually. 

During  the  year  our  efforts  in  the  open  air  have  met  with 
remarkable  success.  On  the  return  of  the  Delegates  from  Portland, 
new  energy  was  infused,  which  soon  resulted  in  the  conversion  of 
souls.  Meetings  were  held  all  the  summer  in  different  parts  of 
the  city  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  and  on  each  evening  of  the  week. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  latter,  a  general  invitation  was  given  to 
attend  the  prayer-meeting  held  immediately  thereafter  at  the 
rooms,  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  as  many  as  two  hundred  were 
converted  through  this  instrumentality,  some  of  whom  are  now 
active  workers.  The  brethren  have  inaugurated  the  same  pro- 
gramme for  this  season. 

Never  before  have  our  Mission  Sunday  Schools  had  such 
encouraging  prospects.  Through  the  agency  of  our  "('anal 
Mission  "  a  community  once  almost  abandoned,  now  presents  an 
aspect  very  different.  The  same  is  true  in  some  degree,  of  schools 
as  in  other  sections  of  the  city. 

Our  lecture  course  during  the  past  winter,  has  been  of  unusual 
interest.  The  lectures  have  been  well  attended,  and  we  hope 
have  attracted  to  the  Association,  the  favorable  notice  of  citizens. 
Our  library  has  increased  during  the  year  by  the  addition  of 
several  thousand  volumes  belonging  to  the  "Washington  City 
Library,"  which  together  with  a  reading  room  well  supplied  with 
current  literature  of  the  day,  attract  a  large  number  to  our  rooms, 
while  special  efforts  have  been  made  socially  to  interest  and 
attract  visitors,  who  do  not  desire  to  read:  In  this  way  we  hope  to 
make  oar  rooms  a  favorite  place  of  resort  for  the  young  men  of  the 
city. 

OHIO. 
A  Cheering  Report.  An  Association  appointed  to 
a  Chaplaincy.  2,400  Conversions. — The  work  in  Ohio  has 
been  vigorously  prosecuted.  The  Toledo  Association  following 
their  Cincinnati  brethren,  have  held  a  "  Laymens'  Institute  "  with 
excellent  results.  The  Second  Annual  Institute  for  Laymen  was 
held  in  Cincinnati  from  the  24th  to  the  27th  of  May.  It  is  de- 
signed to  make  this  Institute  a  permanent  feature  of  Association 
work.  So  successful  have  the  young  laymen  become  by  disci- 
pline and  experience,  that  the  city  council  has  elected  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Cincinnati,  Chaplain  of  the  City 
workhouse,  and  pays  the  Association  a  regular  salary  for  tho 
chapel  ministrations  in  that  Institution.  In  Cleveland,  the  breth- 
ren are  steadily  engaged  with  their  building  fund,  and  have  every 
reason  to  hope  for  early  success.  The  Mansfiold  Association  has 
sent  delegates  to  a  large  number  of  missionary  stations  in  its  vi- 
cinity, and  much  good  has  resulted. 
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A  district  Convention  was  held  at  Salem,  the  meetings  were 
fall  of  interest  The  report  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  current 
year,  shows  about  one  hundred  conversions  in  the  Salem  Associa- 
tion. 

In  the  Association  at  Zanesville,  about  twenty-fire  were  conver- 
ted during  the  last  months  of  winter.  The  special  religious 
interest  which  commenced  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  prayer-meetings, 
increased  till*sJl  the  city  Churches  were  revived,  and  about  four 
hundred  souls  were  gathered  into  the  garner  of  the  Lord. 

Daring  the  past  winter  the  city  of  Cincinnati  has  been  visited 
with  the  most  powerful  revival  it  has  known  for  many  years,  and 
about  two  thousands  persons  have  been  hopefully  converted.  This 
gracious  revival,  like  the  one  in  Zanesville,  began  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  extended  till  it 
pervaded  the  whole  dty.  In  some  of  the  smaller  towns,  thto 
Associations  have  languished  for  proper  support  from  the  clergy- 
men, and  from  older  Christians,  but  in  the  main  we  have  great 
reason  to  "  thank  God  and  take  courage." 

H.  L  Lloyd,  Cor.  Mem.  of  Ex.  Com.  for  Ohio. 
INDIANA. 

Dtranre  the  past  year  several  Associations  have  been  organized. 
My  engagements  during  the  year  have  been  such  as  to  prevent  a 
general  visitation  of  the  various  Associations,  but  I  have  assisted 
at  the  organisation  of  three,  vis :  in  Greencastle,  Peru,  and  Green- 
field. 

During  the  past  year  the  revival  Spirit  has  pervaded  almost 
the  entire  State.  Nearly  all  of  the  Churches  have  been  blessed. 
In  many,  the  converts  are  numbered  by  hundreds.  The  outpour- 
ing of  the  Spirit  all  over  the  State,  has  been  so  wonderful  that  the 
remark  is  often  made  "  how  easily  sinners  seem  to  come  to  Christ." 

The  membership  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  been  largely  instru- 
mental in  carrying  on  this  work.    Here  in  Indianapolis,  we  are 
anticipating  a  great  blessing  from  the  gathering  of  so  many  active 
Christian  workers  as  will  assemble  here  in  June,  and  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  day  of  their  arrival. 

M.  K.  Babnahb,  Cor.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  Indiana. 
WISCONSIN. 

The  Prisons  in  Wisconsin  Visited.— "There  is  one 
branch  of  our  work,  which,  during  the  year  past,  has  been  produc- 
tive of  most  precious  fruit.  I  refer  to  personal  effort  among  the 
prisoners  in  our  jails  and  prisons.  Several  of  the  Associations 
report  excellent  results  in  this  direction.  Some  months  since,  a  few 
of  our  most  active  brethren  from  different  Associations,  visited 
the  Statu  Prison  at  Waupun,  and  held  a  meeting  in  the  Prison 
Chapel.  The  effort  was  repeated  several  times  with  good  success. 
A  few  Sabbaths  ago,  sixteen  of  these  convicts'  were  baptized,  and 
the  work  of  Grace  is  still  progressing  among  them. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  recently  received  from 
one  of  the  converts  who  is  a  prisoner  for  life.  He  says :  "  when 
I  look  back  over  my  past  life,  I  can  see  nothing  but  sin  and  ruin, 
but  at  the  present  time,  I  find  I  am  feeling  different.  I  am  think 
ing  of  Christ,  and  loving  my  fellow  men,  and  trying  to  do  them 
good.  Last  Sabbath  evening,  I  visited  each  cell  and  talked  and 
prayed  with  some  of  the  prisoners,  and  when  I  returned  to  my 
cell,  it  seemed  at  though  God  had  brightened  the  old  cell  up  with  hit 
Love.  So  that  all  things  had  become  new.  Pray  for  me ;  and 
say  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  that  we  desire  an 
interest  in  their  prayers." 

Hkney  J.  Cowles,  Cor.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  Wisconsin. 
IOWA. 

Three  hundred  Conversions.  Women  as  members. 
— "  Iowa  for  Jesus,"  was  the  motto  adopted  at  our  Y  M.  C.  A.  state 
convention  one  year  ago.  On  the  fifth  of  April  the  second  con- 
vention assembled.  Reports  indicated  not  only  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  organizations,  but  increased  efficiency  in  those  already 
organized.  Associations,  which  last  year  were  just  ready  to  die,  re- 
ported at  the  convention  this  year,  good  service  performed  for  the 


Mastor.  Revivals  have  taken  place  in  some  localities,  in  which  onr 
Associations  have  borne  a  conspicuous  part,  and  as  a  result,  souls 
have  been  "Added  unto  the  Church."  A  resolution  admitting 
ladies  (as  a  rule)  to  active  membership  was  adopted.  Henceforth 
we  may  expect  more  cordial  cooperation  from  our  sisters,  who 
heretofore  have  not  felt  free  to  unite  with  us,  because  excluded  from 
those  privileges  which  our  convention  deemed  it  "right  and  ex- 
pedient "  that  they  enjoy.  Mission  Sunday  School  work  appears  to 
engage  general  attention,  and  is  a  prominent  feature  in  several 
places.  For  instance,  Cedar  Rapids  reports  seven  Mission  Schools  • 
Davenport,  five:  Marion, -four :  Dubuque,  four:  Mount  Vernon, 
three :  Tabor,  two :  Waterloo,  one :  (large  and  flourishing).  Iowa 
City,  one :  with  150  scholars.  Among  the  active  and  efficient  Asso- 
ciations of  the  state,  aside  from  the  above  mentioned,  are  those  at 
Keokuk,  Council  Blufis,  Des  Moines  and  Monticello.  In  some 
places  where  an  organization  exists,  our  brethren  have  much  to 
contend  with,  and  have  made,  comparatively,  little  progress.  Our 
last  convention  appointed  the  writer  State  Evangelist,  to  labor 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Of  the  results  of  our  work 
this  year  in  Iowa  who  can  tell  with  accuracy  t  Reports  tell  us 
that  nearly  800  souls  have  been  converted,  as  the  direct  and  indi- 
rect results  of  our  labors;  yet  the  word  has  been  spoken  to  tho 
stranger,  the  tract  has  been  given,  and  in  a  thousand  ways  im- 
pressions have  been  made  and  God  only  knows  the  result.  Work- 
ing with,  in,  for,  and  through  the  Church  of  Christ,  may  we  go 
forth  this  year  to  new  conquests,  keeping  constantly  in  mind  our 
glorious  watchword  ".Iowa  for  Jesus." 

Geo.  R.  Ransom, 
Corresponding  Member,  Executive  Committee  for  Iowa. 
MISSOURI 
A  Voice  from  St.  Louis.— Probably  no  city  in  the  Union 
needs  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  more  than  the  city  of 
St.  Louis.  Located  in  the  very  centre  of  the  Union,  young  men 
by  the  hundred  flock  here,  seeking  employment ;  and  they  need 
just  such  kind  of  sympathy  and  council  as  the  Association  stands 
ready  to  give.  Many  of  these  young  men  have  come  to  us  during 
the  past  year,  penniless  and  disheartened,  but  have  been  cheered 
and  strengthened  by  kind  words :  and  many  of  them  have  se- 
cured honorable  positions  through  our  efforts.  Said  one  of  these 
to  us  "you  hate  spoken  to  me  the  first  kind  word*  Ihave  heard  tints 
I  earns  to  your  city."  Our  noonday  prayer-meetings,  and  our 
Saturday  nighl^meetings  are  well  attended.  During  the  summer 
months  we  have  open  air  service  on  Thursday  evenings  and 
Sunday  afternoons,  which  have  resulted  in  great  good  to  many 
thousand  people  In  St.  Louis,  who  never  enter  the  Church.  We  thus 
carry  the  Gospel  into  our  Mission  Sunday  School.  We 'have 
gathered  many  destitute  children. 

E.  S.  Gbeknwood,  Cor.  Mom.  for  Ma 

NEBRASKA. 

A  Field  Inviting  Laborers.— I  am  compelled  to  say  that 
the  Omaha  Association  is  the  only  one  in  Nebraska  possessing  suf- 
ficient life  to  attract  attention.  This  Association  is  now  rejoicing 
in  the  services  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Woods,  recently  City  Missionary  in 
Peoria,  an  able,  earnest  and  godly  man,  and  I  trust  great  good  will 
come  to  us  from  his  labors. 

Nebraska  is  but  sparsely  settled,  towns  and  villages  are  too 
small  to  maintain  Associations.  Several  attempts  to  organize  tho 
Christian  young  men  in  various  places  have  failed.  This  is  to  be 
specially  regretted,  as  there  are  so  many  young  men  in  our  midst, 
away  from  home,  exposed  to  the  wickedness  of  the  frontier. 

How  to  reach  these  and  draw  them  tenderly  to  the  blessed  Sav- 
iour is  what  engages  my  anxieties  and  attention. 

For  this  great  work  we  want  missionaries.  Not  until  our  State 
becomes  more  densely  populated,  when  towns  and  villages  are  suf- 
ficiently large  to  sustain  Associations  can  we  dispense  with  a  mis- 
sionary in  Nebraska.  Wm.  R.  Bhntijcy, 

Cor.  Mem.  Ex,  Com.  for  Nebraska. 
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NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

EigJU  Instead  of  three  Associations.— Hie  Work  in 
St.  John. — At  the  last  international  Convention,  the  delegates 
from  St  John  reported  three  Associations  in  New  Brunswick. 

Since  then,  at  the  call  of  the  St.  John  Association,  a  convention 
was  held  for  oar  Province,  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  eight 
Associations,  making  eleven  in  all,  viz :  St.  John,  Bathorst,  Chat- 
ham, Richiboito,  Newcastle,  Carleton,  Moncton,  Petitcodiac,  Uppor 
Norton,  Central  Norton,  and  St.  Andrews.  Of  the  latter  I  have 
received  no  official  advice. 

The  Association  at  St.  John,  now  in  its  third  year,  has  540  mem- 
bers, on  the  revised  roll,  which  is  an  increase  of  290  daring  the 
year. 

The  Bible  Class  on  Sabbath  afternoons  has  an  average  attend- 
ance of  23,  the  Literary  meeting  every  Tuesday  evening  numbers 
on  an  average  60,  and  the  weekly  prayer  meeting  20.  Union 
prayer  meetings,  mission,  and  tract  distributing  are  carried  on  in 
various  parts  of  the  city.  The  Association  has  had  two  Colpor- 
teurs actively  engaged  throughout  the  city  and  various  parts  of 
the  country.  They  have  distributed  126.000  pages  of  Tracts  and 
8,150  Bibles  and  religious  books. 

The  other  Associations  throughout  the  Province  have  a  member- 
ship of  from  20  to  50  each.  Newcastle  reports  great  and  continued 
success  in  Cottage  prayer  meetings. 

Denominational  feeling  has  somewhat  impeded  the  general  pro- 
gress, but  the  great  drawback  ia  the  lack  of  spiritual  life  and 
energy.  Were  we  all  baptized  with  power  from  on  high,  no  obsta- 
cles could  prevent  our  success. 

Joshua  Clawson, 
Cor.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  New  Brunswick. 

Belleville,  Ontario. — An  Association  at  this  place  has  been 
re-organized,  and  is  now  filling  a  want  long  felt  in  the  comma, 
nity.  Rooms  have  been  socored  in  the  most  central  part  of  the 
town.  These  are  well  furnished,  and  therefore  attractive.  A  Free 
Reading  Room  has  been  opened,  which  is  likely  to  be  a  great 
success.  Merchants,  Clerks,  Mechanics,  in  fact  all  classes  avail 
themselves  of  its  use. 

Jail  visitation,  Cottage  prayer-meetings,  Bible  classes,  and  Young 
Men's  prayer-meetings,  are  the  leading  features  of  the  Association's 
work. 

A  weekly  meeting  for  prayer,  the  reading  of  Essays,  Recitations, 
and  Social  gatherings  is  well  sustained. 

The  Association  has  commenced  its  operations  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances ;  we  have  the  sympathy  and  co-operation 
of  all  the  Evangelical  ministers,  the  confidence  of  the  community 
(as  evinced  in  large  contributions),  and  the  prayers  of  all  who  love 
our  Lord  Jesas  Christ  in  sincerity,  best  of  all  manifest  tokens  of 
the  "  Master's  presence. 

Wit.  Johnson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Activity  in  Toronto. — Mr.  William  Anderson,  correspond- 
ing member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  Provinces  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  writes  of  the  work  in  Toronto : 

"  We  have  lately  re-opened  our  enlarged  rooms  in  Toronto,  and 
find  them  none  too  large  for  the  numerous  young  men  constantly 
arriving  in  this  city.  Our  Sunday -night  meetings  are  crowded, 
and  being  conducted  by  our  membere,  with,  short  speeches,  lively 
singing,  and  earnest,  brief  prayers,  they  are  doing  much  good. 
After  the  general  meeting  is  over,  many  remain  for  special  prayer 
and  conversation.  Several  converts  have  already  become  active 
workers  in  the  Churches. 

We  are  also  engaged  in  tract  distribution,  and  holding  prayer- 
meetings  among  the  Volunteers  now  in  this  city  preparing  to 
start  for  the  Rod  River  Country.  Our  work  among  the  emigrants 
is  also  carried  on,  and  our  Bethel  service  for  sailors  and  lumber- 
men, is  crowded  every  Lord's  day  afternoon.  We  hope  to  be  able 
fo  have  open  air  preaching  daring  the  Summer. 


New  Associations  in  K.  Jersey. — Within  the  past  seven 
months,  three  new  Associations  have  been  formed  in  Morris  Co., 
N.  J.  That  in  Whippany,  three  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Morris- 
town,  was  formed  September  28,  1889,  and  numbers  about  forty 
members  ;  President,  Henry  P.  Geib,  M.  D.  As  the  community 
is  small,  the  active  membership  is  open  to  all  persons  members  of 
Evangelical  Churches,  and  persons  under  forty  years  of  age.  The 
chief  meetings  of  interest  hitherto  have  been  the  monthly  (first 
Wednesdays)  social  and  literary  gathering,  and  the  weekly  (Thurs- 
days) onion  prayer  meeting.  Much  good  has  been  evident  as  a 
result  of  the  latter. 

At  Rockaway,  an  association  of  about  one  hundred  members 
was  formed  about  the  same  time.  Ladies  are  admitted  to  associate 
membership.  The  Evangelical  rule  is  enforced.  Mr.  Samuel 
Klotz  is  President.  The  Association  has  a  reading  room,  with  a 
library  worth  $200,  but  only  a  few  papors  as  yet.  A  considerable 
religious  interest  in  the  churches  (Methodist  and  Presbyterian) 
has  occupied  the  members  of  late. 

At  Dover,  the  visit  of  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Roe,  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, and  others,  in  October  last,  resulted  in  the  formation, 
with  considerable  enthusiasm,  of  an  association  now  numbering 
about  one  hundred  members.  The  membership  in  on  the  same 
plan  with  that  used  in  New  York  city.  Mr.  Warren  Segur  is 
now  (second)  President.  The  association  has  just  taken  possession 
of  a  large  and  fine  room  on  Blackwell  street,  in  the  centre  of  the 
city.  Mayor  Richards,  the  owner  of  the  building,  though  not  a 
professing  Christian,  preferred  the  Association  to  persons  offering 
him  a  better  rent  for  the  room  as  a  billiard  saloon. 

The  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer  meeting  of  the  Association  made 
special  prayer  from  its  beginning  for  a  Divine  blessing  in  the 
city,  and  a  precious  work  of  grace  in  the  churches  has  seemed  to 
be  the  answer. 

The  Work  in  Howard  University — "Our  Association  con- 
sists of  the  Evangelical  Christians  connected  with  Howard  Uni- 
versity. Our  purpose  is  to  exert  a  Christian  influence  among  our 
unconverted  fellow-students,  and  to  promote  our  own  growth  in 
holiness.  The  greater  portion  of  us  occupy  our  time  on  the  Lord's 
Day  in  teaching  Sabbath-school  classes,  and  in  other  Christian 
work.- 

"  I  would  ask  oar  friends  to  assist  as  by  donations  of  religious 
books,  papers,  and  tracts,  which  will  greatly  aid  in  our  missionary 
labors. 

Edwahd  W.  Tubnkb,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

From  Bed  Wing,  Minn.,  a  correspondent  writes : 

"  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  our  Y.  M.  C. 
Association,  given  April  4,  presents  the  following  facts :  A  daily 
union  prayer  meeting  has  been  sustained  through  the  year  with 
a  total  attendance  of  3,792,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of  12 
persons.  A  large  port  of  the  city  has  been  thoroughly  canvassed 
by  committees  for  the  furtherance  of  the  different  departments  of 
of  work  undertaken  by  the  Association. 

"A  literary  society,  formed  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association, 
has  held  weekly  meetings  during  the  winter,  which  have  been 
very  interesting  and  profitable.  Eighty -one  volumes  of  choice 
books  have  been  added  to  the  library  during  the  year,  making  the 
total  numbers  360,  besides  a  large  collection  of  unbound  periodi- 
cals received  at  the  reading  room. 

"Total  cash  received  by  the  Association  during  the  year, 
$420  11. 

"  Mr.  D.  E.  Hill  was  chosen  President  for  the  ensuing  year." 

A  Debt  was  paid  promptly  a  few  months  ago  by  the  Associa 
tion  in  Detroit,  owing  to  the  efficient  activity  of  their  now  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Preston,  a  devoted  Christian,  and  a  leading  banker  in 
the  city.  The  debt  amounted  to  over  one  thousand  dollars.  At 
the  suggestion  of  the  President,  it  was  apportioned  to  the  different 
churches  of  the  city — various  members  of  the  Association  becom- 
ing personally  responsible  for  the  churches  they  represented.  The 
work  has  received  a  new  impulse ;  the  President  has  also  been 
active  in  supporting  the  dally  prayer  meetings,  where  the  attend- 
ance and  spiritual  interest  have  been  very  encouraging. 
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Activity  in  Cincinnati.— Tho  "  Strangers'  Home "  is 
under  the  care  of  an  efficient  Committee  and  Snperintendant — is 
opened  every  fall  on  October  1st,  and  closes  April  1st.  Meals  ore 
tarnished  at  cost,  and  lodgings  free  to  those  who  cannot  obtain 
refuge  elsewhere.  Upwards  of  15,000  persons  have  thus  been  re- 
lieved during  the  season.  Religions  services  are  held  every  eve- 
ning ;  many  have  found  peace  in  believing  in  our  dear  Redeemer, 
and  numbers  have  obtained  honorable  employment. 

Free  Lectures  have  been  delivered  by  eminent  citizens  at  tho 
Rooms  with  great  success,  and  frequently  to  very  crowdod  audi- 
ences. 

Free  Concert*  have  been  given  at  the  Rooms  every  Thursday 
evening,  conducted  by  amateurs,  excepting  every  other  Thursday, 
when  the  audience  all  join  in  social  singing  of  hymns.  The  con 
certs  have  exceeded  our  expectations,  frequently  being  so  crowded 
that  many  could  not  abtain  admission. 

A  "Laymen'*  Institute, "  for  qualifying  and  teaching  laymen 
how  to  work  was  established  during  tho  past  year,  and  conducted 
by  two  eminent  theological  professors,  and  continued  three  days, 
with  three  lectures  a  day.  The  Institute  was  well  attended,  and 
remarkably  successful. 

Thanksgiving  was  one  of  the  great  landmarks  in  the  history  of 
oar  year.  Tables  were  furnished  abundantly  with  the  choicest  of 
eatables,  by  kind  friends ;  and  many  dear  ministers  directed  those 
present  to  the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  and  God 
blessed  the  efforts  ot  that  day  to  the  conversion  of  many  souls. 

Christmas  was  remembered  at  the  Strangers'  Home,  and  hun- 
dreds though  homeless,  and  others  absent  from  their  friends,  were 
kindly  entertained  by  the  Association  with  a  collation,  and  thank- 
fulness and  joy  beamed  on  every  side. 

New  Tear's  Day  was  happily  spent  at  the  Rooms.  A  table  was 
spread  through  the  hospitality  of  Christian  friends,  at  which 
crowds  were  made  welcome,  the  many  "  callers"  feeling  thankful 
and  wishing  the  Association  many  happy  returns  of  the  day. 

ERA.8THB  BUBNHAlf, 

Cor.  Sec'y,  T.  M.  C.  A.,  Cincinnati. 

Neto  Room*,  fitted  np  at  a  cost  of  $500,  were  lately  dedicated 
by  the  brethren  in  Salem,  Ohio.  The  fresh  and  strong  interest 
thus  indicated  in  our  work  is  the  result  of  the  solemn  convention 
held  in  Salem  last  winter. 

On  the  day  of  dedication,  after  a  few  remarks  by  the  President, 
Mr.  C.  C.  Snydor,  Rev.  J.  N.  Baird  made  an  earnest  address/ 

The  report  of  the  missionary  committee  showed  remarkable 
effort  had  boon  put  forth  to  reach,  in  numerous  meetings  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  outcast  and  destitute.  Many  conversions  have 
attended  these  services,  and  great  good  seems  to  have  been  done. 

Two  daps  of  fruitful  effort. — A  correspondent  writes 
from  Mystic  Bridge,  Conn. : 

"  I  came  yesterday  from  a  two  days'  mating  held  by  our  Asso- 
ciation, fifteen  miles  from  here  in  the  country.  Tho  meetings 
wero  held  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening,  and  Sunday  morning, 
afternoon,  and  evening,  consisting  partly  of -conference  and  partly 
of  preaching  (we  have  a  layman  who  is  a  very  good  preacher).  At 
4  the  close,  nineteen  rose  for  prayers.  We  are  in  great  need  of 
'  funds  for  our  work  here,  but  we  will  not  resort  to  anything  which 
has  the  appearance  of  evil  to  get  them." 

Good  News  from-  Malone,  N.  Y. — A  correspondent  in 
Malone,  N.  Y.  writes:  "Our  Association  is  prospering  finely.  We 
have  new  rooms  on  the  first  floor  of  a  fine  block,  have  added  large- 
ly to  out  members  and  havo  kept  up  all  the  winter  meetings  in  a 
dozen  districts  around  here.  We  have  seen  an  extensive  revival 
In  all  the  neighborhood  and  feel  ourselves  to  be,  through  the  Di- 
vine Spirit,  a  power  in  the  community.  Perhaps  you  remember 
my  telling  at  the  time  the  state  convention  met  at  Schenectady, 
lost  fall  that  we  were  the  only  Association  this  side  of  the 
Adirondack*.  Well,  there  are  now  two  more ;  one  at  Ogdonsburg 
and  one  at  Nicholville,  St.  Lawrence  Co." 


WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 


The  11th  year  of  the  New  York  Ladles'  Christian 
Union— Hie  Young  Ladies  Brandt.— Originating  in 
the  revival  of  1857-8  and  securing  their  first  "  Young  Women's 
Home "  in  18G0,  this  Union  has  steadily  grown  in  beneficent 
power.  Its  present  Home — Nos.  27  and  38  Washington  Square — 
has  accommodations  for  87  boarders.  The  past  year  it  has  afforded 
protection  to  203  women,  including  of  Artists  19,  Teachers  33, 
Seamstresses  70.  Saleswomen,  Dressmakers,  Book-keepers,  Copy- 
ists, 81 ;  in  all  203. 

In  the  cheerful  parlors  of  the  Home,  during  the  winter  agreea- 
ble entertainments  have  enlivened  the  evenings. 

The  Treasurer  reports:  receipts  from  boarders  during  the 
year,  $15,100 ;  House  expenses,  $14,600 ;  so  that  such  Homes  can  be 
made  self-supporting  whero  rent  and  furniture  ore  provided. 
During  the  year  the  mortgage  on  the  building  has  been  reduced 
from  $15,000  to  $13,000. 

The  success  of  the  employment  committee  has  led  tho  Mana- 
gers in  their  yearly  report  lately  published,  to  express  a  desire 
"to  securo  pleasant  rooms  in  a  central  part  of  the  city"  to  be 
"  tastefully  fitted  np  "  where  they  would  welcome  and  provide 
for  young  women  in  search  of  employment.  In  due  time,  arrange- 
ments would  be  made  for  a  series  oi  Lectures,  Readings,  etc  Tho 
weekly  devotional  meetings  of  the  Union  havo  been  and  are  held 
as  usual  on  Wednesdays  at  11  A.  M.  in  the  Social  Parlors  over 
the  Chapel  of  the  Broadway  Tabornaclo  Church,  34th  Street,  cor- 
ner of  6th  Avenue.  , 
To  carry  out  the  desire  above  expressed,  to  reach  young  women,  the 

"YOUNG   LADIES  BRANCH" 

of  the  Union  was  organized  last  January,  by  a  small  number  of 
Christian  young  ladies.  The  work  proposed  embraces  the  moral  and 
religious  welfare  of  that  large  class  of  young  women  who  come  to 
the  city  in  quest  of  employment  or  education.  To  secure  for  these 
safe  boarding  places,  employment,  Church  privileges,  and  intel- 
lectual improvement,  are  tho  leading  objects  of  the  organization. 
The  members  meet  on  the  last  Thursday  of  each  month  at  3  p.  m. 
at  27  Washington  Square.  Active  members  pay  $5.00  annually. 
A  donation  of  $50  constitutes  a  life  member,  and  $100  an  Honorary 
member.  Ladies  who  cannot  give  their  time  and  personal  effort, 
are  asked  to  become  "  Subscribing  Members  "  by  the  payment  of 
$5.00  annually.  The  first  work  before  the  Association  is  the  secur- 
ing of  pleasant  rooms  in  a  central  location,  whero  young  women 
can  apply  for  information.  Orders_for  all  kinds  of  needle  work. 
etc.,  will  be  gladly  received  and  attended  to,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  establish  a  dressmaking  department.  The  Society  is  thus  aim- 
ing to  reach  with  kindly  Christian  aid,  a  very  needy  class  of  young 
women  in  our  city.  They  should  have  the  sympathy  and  efficient 
co-operation  of  the  christian  community,  especially  of  those  who 
support  our  benevolent  institutions. 

TJtree  Institutions  in  two  years  front  one  Associa- 
tion I — Originating  in  Pittsburgh,  in  October,  1867,  the  Women's 
Christian  Association  of  Pittsburgh  and  Alleghany,  have  already 
with  rare  enterprise  founded  three  distinct  benevolent  Institutions : 
The  Temporary  Home  for  Destitute  Women ;  the  Christian  Home 
for  Women ;  the  Homo  for  aged  Protestant  Women — all  having 
the  same  President  but  each  a  distinct  Board  of  Managers. 

Tho  Association  began  with  a  visitation  of  the  city  by  districts, 
170  visitors  taking  part  in  the  work.  In  the  winter  of  1868  and  9, 
this  work  was  extended  by  securing  the  co-operation  of  many  of 
the  Churches.  Cottage  prayer-meetings,  a  vigorous  Sunday 
School  of  125  pupils,  and  Jail  and  Penitentiary  visitation  attest  the 
activity  of  the  members  oi  the  Association.  In  the  second  annual 
report  the  Treasurer  states  that  $8,431  have  been  received,  of 
which  $3,000  were  invested,  being  reserved  for  the  erection  of  a 
Christian  Home. 
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HOME  FOB  DESTITUTE  WOKEN. 
Tills  "  Temporary  Homo  "  was  early  secured  by  the  Association 
— the  proceeds  of  a  successful  fair  enabling  them  not  only  to  pay 
for  it,  but  to  invest  a  residue  of  $5,000,  the  interest  of  which  aids 
in  meeting  current  expenses.  The  second  annual  report  of  this 
Institution  states,  that  daring  that  period  183  persons  have  been 
received,  72  being  cases  not  of  crime  but  of  distress.  Of  the  in- 
mates, 13  were  sent  back  to  friends,  81  received  temporary  shelter, 
and  30  were  secured  temporary  service. 

THE  HOME  FOB  PROTESTANT  AGED  WOMEN. 

This  Institution  was  started  in  Jane,  1860.  James  Kelley,  Esq., 
gave  to  it  a  valuable  tract  of  land  near  Wilkinsburg.  Before  the 
end  of  the  year  $18,000  were  raised  toward  a  fund  for  the  erection 
of  suitable  buildings.  When  $80,000  are  secured,  ground  will  be 
broken  for  the  edifice.  The  Home  is  designed  as  a  benevolent 
rather  than  a  purely  charitable  Institution,  to  give  shelter  to  those 
who  can  contribute  somewhat  toward  their  owa  support. 

THE  CHBIBTTAN  HOME  FOB  WOKEN 

designed  for  those  "who  are  anxious  to  reform  their  lives  and 
abandon  old  and  evil  surroundings  "  was  in  the  beginning  planned 
by  the  Women's  Christian  Association  and  $8,000  toward  its 
building  fund,  as  has  been  mentioned  above,  was  early  collected. 
It  will  probably  be  located  in  the  country  where  the  work  of 
reformation,  it  is  believed,  can  be  more  securely  carried  on. 

The  success  that  has  thus  far  deservedly  crowned  the  enter- 
prising efforts  of  this  active  and  efficient  organization  of  Christian 
women  is  full  of  encouragement  to  all  who  arc  engaged  in  kindred 
undertakings. 

The  First  year  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.— The  Women's 
Christian  Association  in  St.  Louis,  as  in  many  other  places,  was 
formed  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati.  The 
Society  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1868  and  the  first  yearly 
report  was  issued  a  few  months  ago. 

A  house,  corner  of  5th  and  Poplar  Streets,  with  thirty  rooms,  was 
leased,  soon  after  the  organization,  as  the  Home.  The  rooms  were 
furnished  by  friends  and  the  different  Churches  of  St.  Louis.  For  the 
lost  eight  months  of  the  first  year  (the  time  covered  by  this  report) 
the  Home  was  open  and  109  boarders  were  accommodated.  "  Of 
those  admitted,,  preference  was  given  to  "the  younger."  The  price 
of  board  varies  from  $8.50  to  $5.00.  The  expenses  of  the  year 
have  been  $6,668,  of  which  $1,575  were  paid  for  rent.  The  receipts 
have  been  $6,668,  of  which  $2,645  were  received  for  board.  The 
Institution  is  not  yet  self-sustaining  for  reasons  which  it  is  hoped 
will  not  exist  in  future  years.  Home,  Admission,  Supply,  Visi- 
ting, and  Sewing  room  committees  have  all  been  actively  at  work. 
A  committee  on  Social  and  Intellectual  Culture  have  also  done  good 
service  and  the  Association  enters  on  its  second  year  under  favora- 
ble auspices. 

Quarterly  "Report  from  Cincinnati.— At  the  second 
quarterly  meeting  of  tho  Women's  Christian  Association  in  Cin- 
cinnati last  April,  the  various  committees  reported  progress.  The 
Hospital  committee  had  made  50  visits,  distributing  2,500  tracts. 
The  Work  House  committee,  after  42  visits,  report  that  little  good 
can  be  done  to  abandoned  women  if  left  in  the  city.  The  House  of 
Refuge  committee  stated  that  many  had  left  them  for  Christian 
homes,  onlv  one  returning  to  a  life  of  shame.  The  Industrial 
school  a  little  while  ago  numbered  J25 ;  now  55  children  are  there 
and  3  additional  teachers. 

A  Young  Women's  Christian  Association   has  for 

some  time  been  in  operation  in  St.  John,  N.  B.  The  membership 
now  exceeds  20,  and  the  Society  is  active  in  visiting  and  holding 
prayer-meetings  among,  the  destitute,  carrying  the  light  of  Christ's 
lovo  into  the  houses'of  the  people. 


ABROAD. 


ENGLAND. 


The  26th  Annual  Anniversary  in  London.— Tho 
25th  annual  meeting  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.,  of  London,  was  held  at  Exeter  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  April 
24th.  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presided.  Mr.  W.  E.  Shipton 
read  the  report.  During  the  year  1869, 168  young  men,  members 
of  Christian  Churches,  had  joined  the  Association,  34  of  these 
connected  themselves  with  the  Central    Association. 

In  various  mercantile  houses  the  Christian  young  men  ore  well 
organized  and  efficient  workers.  The  devotional  meetings  of  the 
Association  in  Aldersgate  street  have  been  well  attended.  The 
social  meetings,  where  entertainment  is  provided,  followed  by 
religious  addresses,  have  also  been  blessed. 

The  classes  for  instruction  in  language  and  literature  have 
proved  a  great  advantage  to  young  men  in  fitting  them  for  the 
duties  of  life ;  and  a  class  for  the  systematic  study  of  Holy  Scrip- 
ture, conducted  by  the  Rev.  S.  Wainwright,  brings  the  direct 
aims  of  the  Association  into  relation  to  its  educational  work. 

The  German  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  beginning 
to  lay  a  firm  hold  upon  the  young  German  merchants  of  the  city. 
The  French  Association  is  not  in  so  prosperous  a  condition,  but  its 
meetings  are  sustained.  The  condition  of  the  metropolitan 
branches  of  the  Association  is  generally  satisfactory.  The  provin- 
cial branches  have,  during  the  year,  been  re-organized  and  brought 
into  the  general  fellowship  of  the  Association.  The  reports  from 
the  Association  on  the  continent  show  progress ;  but  the  greatest 
progress  has  been  realized  in  America ;  and  at  this  point  the  sta- 
tistics of  our  work,  as  given  in  the  report  of  the  Portland  Con- 
vention were  enumerated. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  were  £8,472,  or  about  $17,000;  and 
the  receipts  £8,592,  or  $17,599. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftsbury,  Mr.  S.  Morley,  M.  P. ;  Rev.  Samuel 
Orange,  of  St.  Louis,  Miss. ;  Rev.  E.  Garbett,  Rev.  Henry  Allon, 
of  Islington ;  and  Rev.. Donald  Fraser,  of  Marylebone,  made  in 
teresting  addresses. 

An  Early  and  Delightful  Breakfast. — As  early  as  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  May  10th,  the  Association  rooms  in 
Aldersgate  Street,  were  crowded  with  persons  seemingly  in 
excellent  spirits. 

Four  hundred  people,  chiefly  young  men,  with  a  few  "  old 
boys,"  and  a  sprinkling  of  the  fair  sex,  sat  down  to  the  annual 
breakfast.  After  partaking  with  great  apparent  relish,  of  the 
abundant  provisions  spread  before  them,  the  large  company 
assembled  m  the  lecture-room.  Samuel  Hoare,  Esq.,  took  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Shipton,  the  Secretary,  read  the  542d  hymn,  after  which 
Dr.  Cathcr  led-  in  pxayer.  Cheerful  and  genial  addresses 
were  then  made  by  the  Chairman,  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Blood,  of  Dub- 
lin, Mr.  Andrew  Scott,  of  Hamburg,  Rev.  John  Walton,  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Williams,  father  and  founder  of  the  London  Association. 
About  a  quarter  to  nine,  the  gathering  dispersed,  allowing  the 
young  men  to  reach  their  places  of  business  for  the  day's 
work. 

The  Suburban  Field,— Mr.  W.  E.  Shipton,  Secretary  of  the 
London  Association,  speaking  to  the  brethren  at  SurMton.  a  town 
In  the  suburbs,  said  that  the  conviction  was  deepening  in  his  own 
mind  that  in  a  suburban  district  like  this,  to  which  an  increased 
number  of  the  residentf  of  London  are  resorting  from  year  to  year, 
the  real  battle  of  religion  will  have  to  be  fought  London  is  get- 
ting to  bo  deserted ;  the  churches  are  empty ;  and  the  Nonconform- 
ist churches,  once  so  strong,  are  migrating  to  the  suburbs ;  and  in 
all  religious  activity  the  tendency  is  to  get  outside  of  London. 
He  felt  very  thankful  that  a  Society  had  been  originated  at  Sur- 
biton ;  that  there  was  a  similar  one  at  Kingston,  and  another  at 
Teddington ;  and  he  hoped  that  ere  long  London  would  be  com- 
pletely surrounded  by  these  Associations.  On  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  also,  the  suburbs  of  our  larger  cities  constitute  a  field 
of  effort  very  similar  to  that  described  by  Mr.  Shipton. 
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GERMANY. 
Sketch  of  the  work  in  Berlin  and  Germany.— An 

American  student  who  has  been  spending  the  past  winter  in  Ber- 
lin, sends  the  following  interesting  sketch  of  tho  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
that  city  and  Germany : 

PABENT  ASSOCIATION  IN  BERLIN. 
The  Evangelical  Christian  Association  in  Berlin  is  connected 
more  or  less  intimately  with  all  the  charitable  and  Christian  enter- 
prizes  of  that  city.  It  has  400  members  of  both  sexes  and  all 
ranks.  Besides  these  members,  there  are "  Benefactors,"  who 
contribute  to  the  Christian  and  benevolent  objects  for  which  the 
Association  was  founded.  Among  them  are  the  King  and  Queen, 
the  Crown  Prince  and  Princess,  and  others  of  the  Royal  family. 
The  Association  is  21  years  old,  and  was  founded  to  promote 
moral  and  religions  reform,  particularly  among  the  lower  classes. 
The  Association  has  a  cheerful  and  comfortable  hall,  seating  1,000 
persons.  A  series  of  free  lectures  on  Biblical  subjects  is  delivered 
there  once  a  week,  year  after  year,  by  various  clergymen.  Lectures 
of  a  more  secular  character  aro  also  given  from  time  to  time.  The 
hall  is  also  used  by  one  of  the  most  flourishing  of  the  22  Sunday 
Schools  now  established  in  Berlin,  and  by  other  Christian  Socie 
ties.  The 'Evangelical  Association  publishes  a  weekly  paper  called 
"  Evangelisch — Eirchlicher  Auzeiger"  (Evangelical  Church  Ad- 
vertiser). Here,  free  lectures  on  Biblical  and  other  subjects  are 
given.  Here  too,  various  Christian  Societies  hold  their  meetings, 
and  one  of  the  best  of  the  22  Sunday  Schools  of  Berlin  assembles 
every  Lord's  day.  The  "  Evangelisch  Eirchlicher  Auzeiger  "  (Evan- 
gelical Chnrch  Advertiser)  is  published  weekly  by  the  Association 
and  edited  by  Pastor  Jordan.  Intimately  connected  with  this  So- 
ciety are : 

■  The  older  and  larger  of  the  two  "  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations "  which  exist  in  Berlin,  a  lodging  house  connected  with  it 
called  "  Hospiz,"  a  "  Home  for  Wanderers "  (Herberge  zur  Hei- 
math),  Associations  of  "Apprentices,"  "Young  Merchants,"  "  Evan- 
gelical Citizens,"  and  a  Sunday  School,  all  of  which  are  more  or  less 
under  the  care  of  Pastor  Jordan.  Besides  these  organizations,  the 
Christian  Association  aided  during  the  past  year,  81  Societies. 
OTHER  ASSOCIATIONS  IN  BERLIN. 

The  "Young  Men's,"  "Apprentices,"  "Young  Merchants,"  and 
"  Evangelical  Citizens  Associations  "  aro  in  reality,  but  branches 
of  the  parent  Society.  In  the  smaller  towns,  these  branches  are 
frequently  combined  in  one.  All,  however,  throughout  Germany 
are  included  under  the  "common  name  of  "  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tions." (Yungling's  Vereins).  The  object  of  these  Vereins  is : 
"  to  offer  to  their  members,  in  their  leisure  hours,  an  opportunity 
for  friendly  intercourse,  as  well  as  for  tho  acquisition  of  useful 
knowledge,  but  above  all  to  awaken,  advance,  and  preserve  among 
them,  a  true,  active  Christianity,  and  thereby  to  guard  them  from 
the  dangers  that  threaten  them."  As  to  the  conditions  of  mem- 
bership, "  every  young  man  can  be  a  member  who  is  at  least  17 
years  old,  and  who  pledges  himself  to  the  avoidance  of  evil  com- 
pany, to  a  proper  Christian  walk,  to  fidelity  and  diligence  in  his 
calling,  and  to  a  regular  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  the  Vefcin. 
The  members  must  pay  a  monthly  tax  of  2}  groschen  (about  6 
cents)." 

Every  member  at  departure  from  the  city,  receives  a  "Wan- 
derers' book,"  containing  the  names  and  localities  of  all  the  other 
vereii>s  in  Germany.  This  serves  as  a  letter  of  introduction.  The 
Berlin  Young  Men's  Verein,  has  800  members  The  Young  Mer- 
chants' Verein,  has  only  20  to  30  members.  The  Burgher,  or 
"  Citizens'  Yerein  "  is  also  small,  but  contains  some  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  in  Berlin.  The  Yerein  of  the  ap- 
prentices, who  ore  all  under  17  years  of  age,  was  recently  estab- 
lished. Connected  with  the  Young  Men's  Verein,  and  in  a  build- 
ing adjoining,  Is  a  lodging  houso  or  Hotel  Garni.  ■  The 
first  and  second  stories  of  this  building  contain  comfortable 
rooms  for  23  persons,  and  are  generally  tenanted  by  clergymen 
visiting  the  city,  though  the  use  of  it  is  not  confined  to  them.  The ' 


third  story  is  occupied  by  well  behaved  and  earnest  members  of 
the  Young  Men's  Verein.  A  building  adjoining  the  Evangelical 
Verein's  Hall,  and  accommodating  250,  is  fitted  up  as  a  "  Refuge  or 
Home  for  Wanderers"  (Herberge),  furnishing  clean  and  cheap 
lodging  and  board  for  poor  artisans  and  laborers.  During  the 
past  year  this  Herberge  has  given  lodgings  to  18,000  wanderers. 
There  is  in  Berlin  another  Young  Men's  Verein,  only  two  years 
old,  with  120  members,  and  a  Herberge.  The  latter  will  soon  bo 
able  to  accommodate  upwards  of  100  wanderers.  The  Verein  was 
established  by  Pastor  Wiedebant,  and  is  composed  in  great  part 
of  young  men~from  his  own  congregation. 

THB   VBnEINS  THBOUGHOOT  GEBMANT. 

In  Germany,  the  number  of  Young  Men's  Vereins  is  upwards  of 
425,  with  a  total  membership  of  about  18,000.  By  for  the  greater 
part  of  these  Vereins,  hare  been  founded  within  the  past  12  years. 
95  of  them  are  isolated  and  independent.  The  remaining  880  are 
divided  or  rather  united  into  4  Unions,  called  Bunds,  namely: 
The  "Eastern,?'  "South  German,"  "Rhenish  Westphalion," and 
"  German  Swiss."  Each  publishes  a  paper  of  its  own.  Their  ob- 
ject is  "to  assist  the  work  of  individual  Vereins,  by  binding  them 
all  together  In  harmonious  action,  also  to  found  and  assist  new 
Vereins,  in  particular,  however,  to  prove  themsolves  a  means  of 
aid  and  blessing  to  the  Christian  "  Herbergen."  or  Homes  for 
Wanderers.  The  total  number  of  these  Herbergen  in  Germany 
is  about  75. 

The  Eastern  Bund  embraces  142  Vereins.  At  the  head  of 
this  Bund  as  its  President,  is  Pastor  Jordan.  The  Rhenish-West, 
phalia  Bund  embraces  04  Vereins,  and  14  Herbergen.  Its  Presi- 
dent is  Superintendent  Kurseln.  The  "  South  German  Bund" 
embraces  20  Vereins  and  3  Herbergen.  Its  President  is  Dr.  G. 
Werner.  The  "German  Swiss  Bund"  embraces  75  Vereins 
and  4  Horbergen.    Its  President  is  Mr.  D.  Kolliker. 

No  Verein  is  obliged  to  belong  to  a  Bund,  but,  if  it  does  belong, 
is  obliged  to  abide  by  the  decisions  made  by  the  Conference  of  the 
Bund,  an  assembly  composed  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Vereins,  and 
holding  a  meeting  once  a  year. 

One  great  obstacle  to  the  work,  is  the  fact  that  the  Associations 
are  composed  almost  entirely  of  persons  from  the  poorer  classes 
in  Society.  Christian  work  among  young  men  of  the  richer  classes, 
is  very  limited,  and  is  neither  public  nor  generally  known.  As  a 
rule,  such  Associatons  are  regarded  in  the  higher  circles  of  Society, 
as  suited  only  to  the  poorer  classes,  and  they  are 'treated  with 
indifference.  There,  are  indeed,  noble  exceptions  to  this  rule,  es- 
pecially among  members  of  the  Evangelical  Christian  Association, 
who  contribute  to  the  support  of  these  institutions. 

■The  good  work  goes  on,  howevor,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles,  and 
we  may  hope  that  a  bright  future  lies  before  the  Young  Men's 
Vereins  of  Germany. 

FRANCE. 

The  Association  in  Paris.    The  Latin  Quarter. — 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  Mr.  W.  N.  Cote,  who  has  recently 
arrived  here  from  Paris,  concerning  the  Association  in  Rue  Mont- 
martre,  and  tho  good  work  it  is  striving  to  accomplish.  Many 
have  been  benefitted  by  their  connection  with  it  during  their  stay 
in  Paris.  A  Christian  young  man  in  England,  dying  of  consump- 
tion, wrote  some  time  ago  to  Mr.  Cote  a  touching  letter  in  which 
he  expressed  his  deep  sense  of  gratefulness  for  the  good  he  hod 
received  from  the  Association  during  his  sojourn  in  the  French 
metropolis.  There  is  good  reason  to  anticipate  the  best  results 
from  the  efforts  put  forth  to  extend  the  benefits  of  this  Association 
to  the  large  number  of  young  men  employed  in  the  commercial 
houses  of  that  part  of  the  city  of  Paris.  Mr.  Cote  is  now  in 
this  country  soliciting  funds  for  the  establishment  of  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  in  the  Latin  quarter  of  Paris.  There  are  in 
that  quarter  about  ten  thousand  students  from  all  ports  of  the 
world,  including  about  two  hundred  American  and  English  young 
men,  who  have  no  Rooms  where  they  can  meet  for  both  social  and 
religious  improvement.  Exposed,  as  they  are,  to  the  strong 
temptations  so  numerous  in  Paris,  they  too  often  yield  to  the  bane- 
ful influences  surrounding  them,  in  that  gay  and  wicked  city. 
It  is  therefore  highly  necessary  that  something  be  done 
to  prevent  the  ruin  of  so  many  young  men  who  flock  to  Paris, 
attracted  by  the  advantages  enjoyed  in  its  literary  and  scientific 
Institutions.  Mr.  Cote  is  laboring  and  with  some  success,  to  pro 
mote  an  excellent  cause,  and  we  bespeak  for  him  the  kindly 
sympathy  and  aid  of  all  tho  friends  of  our  work. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


144 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[June, 


^jMjstto  W0tkm$  m  Union, 


MOBE  ABOUT  THE  CHUBCH  IN  MADBID. 
We  gave  some  account  last  month  of  the  formation  by  Christ- 
ians working  in  anion  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Madrid.  We 
hare  since  received  an  admirable  circular  letter,  written  by  Bev. 
John  Jameson,,  one  of  the  committee  originating  the  church  who 
sets  forth  the  reason  for  taking  this  important  stop.  The  necessity 
for  it  sprang  from  the  very  loose  ideas  the  multitude  professing 
conversion  entertained  concerning  the  nature  of  the  change  of 
heart  they  professed  to  have  experienced.  It  wrought  no  proper, 
change  in  their  lives,  weak  universalist  notions  began  to  prevail. 
Nor  were  such  views  properly  disclaimed  by  the  Spanish  preach- 
ers, whom  Professor  Knapp  had  encouraged  to  be  the  chief  speak- 
ers, knowing  how  much  more  readily  the  people  will  listen  to  a 
native  Spaniard  than  to  a  stranger.  These  men  would  address  as 
"  Beloved  brethren  in  Christ  Jesus "  the  multitude  before  them, 
among  whom  were  known  to  be  thieves,  bull-fighters  and  the 
openly  profane  and  profligate.  What  was  implied  in  such  addresses 
so  plainly  appeared  in  their  discourse  and  hod  such  baneful  influ- 
ence that  Professor  Knapp  wisely  dispensed  with  their  services, 
preaching  himself  and  most  faithfully  the  necessity  of  repentance 
and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  this  change  in  the  work 
that  is  signalized  by  the  formation  of  the  church  into  which  after 
diligent  and  prayerful  examination  in  public,  (not  in  private  lest 
even  the  semblance  of  the  confessional  should  appear)  upwards  of 
40  have  been  received.  They  are  to  be  justly  reckoned  among  the 
first  fruits  of  religious  liberty  in  that  country.  The  organization 
of  such  a  church  is  an  era  in  the  history  of  Spain;  that  its  formation 
thus  early  is  due  to  the  cordial  co-operation  of  Christians  called 
by  different  names  is  a  feature  of  the  work  which  it  is  very  pleas- 
ant to  notice  and  record. 


^meticaa  jtanAxg  jSxhwrt  Stolen. 

Louisiana. — A  very  efficient  missionary  has  just  been  put 
into  the  Opelousas  district.  He  meets  cordial  local  co-operation.  Sun- 
day School  Mission  work  is  very  much  needed  in  this  state,  among 
both  whites  and  blacks. 

Texas.— Great  destitution  exists.  Sunday  Schools  are  extremely 
rare  except  in  the  large  towns  and  county  seats.  Churches  ore 
few  and  weak  and  far  between  and  few  have  even  Church-schools, 
to  say  nothing  of  missions  for  outlying  districts.  There  is  a  great 
call  for  donations  of  books ;  fifty  thousand  freedmen  are  commen- 
cing to  read  and  are  in  great  need  of  elementary  Sunday  School 
books. 

Tennessee. — Two  young  men  who  fought  in  the  late  war,  one 
in  the  Union  and  the  other  on  the  Confederate  side,  one  having 
lost  a  leg  and  the  other  an  arm,  met  a  few  months  since  in  one  of 
the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Union.  They  were  acquaintances  and 
bitter  enemies,  but  thoy  have  found  Christ  and  solvation,  and  are 
now  worm  friends  and  co-workers  in  the  school  which  has  proved 
such  a  blessing  to  them. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Albany,  New 
York,  have  converted  their  ladies'  parlor  into  a  reading  room  for 
Sunday  school  teachers,  with  library  and  periodicals  selected  espe- 
cially for  their  benefit. 


Free  Beading  Rooms— Lodgings  and  Meats  Given 
— Helping  Hand. — One  of  the  city  Missionaries  in  New  York 
last  year,  with  very  limited  accommodations  had  7,488  readers  at 
his  little  room,  and  gave  1,408  lodgings,  and  1,820  meals  to  wor- 
thy decent  men,  who  were  without  home  or  friends,  or  means.  A 
few  weeks  ago  two  houses  were  fitted  up  and  furnished,  for  the  pur- 


pose of  carrying  on  this  work,  and  the  reports  for  the  month  show 
that  SOS  men  had  been  received,  4,868  lodgings,  and  4,605  meals 
given.  The  Missionaries  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  employment 
for  nearly  two-thirds  of  these  men.  Another  useful  service  of  the 
City  Mission  is  an  association  furnishing  sewing  for  women,  through 
which  they  may  earn  useful  under-clothing  at  cost,  and  groceries 
at  wholesale  prices.  At  one  of  the  Mission  stations,  during  the 
winter,  more  than  300  women  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  helping 
themselves  in  pleasant  rooms,  with  instruction,  entertaining  lec- 
tures, &a  i 


2,O0O  Conversions  in  Vermont. — A  correspondent  writes 
from  Burlington,  Vt,  "  On  the  24th  of  March,  I  attended  a  blessed 
meeting  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Mansfield ;  over  100  present. 

In  Underbill  Centre  they  have  had  a  precious  revival  of 
religion,  in  which  some  of  the  hardest  cases,  apparently,  were 
converted.  About  SO  conversions  this  winter.  Mr.  Douglas 
made  the  pleasant  statement  there,  that  he  had  visited,  since 
Jan.  12th,  1870,  about  40  of  oar  Y.  M.  C.  As.  in  Vt.  and  that 
in  20  of  the  towns  revivals  are  reported  this  past  winter  number- 
ing about  2,000  conversions  I 

Of  course  this  number  includes  all  received  into  Churches  in 
these  towns.  A  two-days'  special  meeting  was  held  in  Fairhaven, 
three  or  :our  weeks  since,  and  so  great  was  the  interest  that 
grew  out  of  it,  that  meetings  every  evening  have  been  continued 
since  then,  and  it  is  said  that  no  such  general  interest  has  been 
known  there  for  many  years.  The  meetings  began  at  the  call  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A."- 


Eigltfy  Theological  Students  in  Chicago,  members  of  the 
Baptist,  Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Congregational  Seminaries 
met  together  at  a  sociable  not  long  ago  and  were  led  to  arrange 
for  a  regular  monthly  re-union  where  thoy  might  meet  for  mutual 
benefit. 


Ciibistiak  Unity.— Mark,  it  is  not  the  different  practice  from 
one  another,  that  breaks  the  peace  and  the  unity,  but  the  judging 
of  one  another  because  of  different  practices :  he  that  keeps  not  a 
day  may  unite  in  the  same  spirit,  in  the  same  life,  in  the  same 
love,  with  him  that  keeps  a  day ;  and  he  who  keeps  a  day  may 
unite  in  heart  and  soul  with  the  same  spirit  and  life  in  him  who 
keeps  not  a  day ;  but  he  that  judgeth  the  other  because  of  either 
of  these,  errs  from  the  spirit,  from  the  love,  from  the  life,  and  so 
breaks  the  bond  of  unity.***  And  oh  t  how  sweet  and  pleasant  it 
is  to  the  truly  spiritual  eye,  to  see  several  sorts  of  believers,  sev- 
eral forms  of  Christians  in  the  School  of  Christ,  every  one  learn- 
ing their  own  lesson,  performing  their  own  peculiar  service,  and 
knowing,  owning,  and  loving  one  another  in  their  several  places 
and  different  performances  to  thei?  Master,  to  whom  they  are  to 
give  an  account,  and  not  to  quarrel  with  one  another  about  their 
different  practices  (Bom.  144).  For  this  is  the  true  ground  of 
love  and  unity  ;  not  that  such  a  man  walks  and  does  just  as  I 
do ;  but  because  I  feel  the  same  spirit  of  life  in  him.  and  in  that 
he  walks  in  his  rank,  in  his  own  order,  in  his  proper  way  and 
place  of  subjection  to  that ;  and  this  is  far  more  pleasing  to  me, 
than  if  he  walked  just  in  that  track  wherein  I  walk :  nay  (so  far 
as  I  am  spiritual)  I  cannot  so  much  as  desire  that  he  should  do 
so,  until  he  be  particularly  led  thereto  by  the  same  Spirit  which 
led  me. — Jtaae  Penington. 


Satanic  Holihbsb.— "  The  Devil  hath  had  of  old  a  design  to 
undermine  Scriptural  holiness,  by  crying  up  an  apocryphal  holi- 
ness ;  he  knows  too  well  that  as  the  pot,  by  boiling  over,  puts  out 
the  fire,  and  so  comes  in  a  while  not  to  boil  at  all :  thus  by  making 
men's  zeal  to  boil  over  into  a  false  pretended  holiness,  he  is  sure 
to  quench  all  true  holiness,  and  bring  them  at  last  to  have  no  seal, 
but  prove  icy -cold  atheists." 
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Mb.  J.  C  BATJmnf,  a  merchant  of  New  York,  who  died  last 
month,  distributed  in  his  lifetime,  over  $700,000  to  various  So- 
cieties and  Institutions,  religious  and  charitable.  He  also  left  by 
his  will,  a  considerable  amount  to  Williams,  Wabash,  Middlebury, 
and  Hamilton  Colleges,  and  to  the  Bible,  Tract,  and  other  Socie- 
ties. 

Mb.  Ben j.  Richardson,  of  New  York,  has  conveyed  to  the  Lake 
Forest  University,  in  a  suburb  of  Chicago,  certain  property,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  used  to  endow  the  Richardson  College  of 
Mining  and  the  Practical  Sciences  in  Chicago.  The  property  is 
now  worth  at  least  $200,000. 

Mr.  T.  P.  Chapman,  late  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  gives  to  the 
American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  $2.000 ;  Home  Missionary 
Society,  $2,000 ;  Tract  Societies  of  Boston  and  New  York,  each 
$500 ;  Orphan  Asylum  of  Bridgeport,  $1,000. 

Rbt.  C.  C.  Beatty  D.  D.  of  Pittsburg,  and  his  wife  have  given 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $35,000  for  the  endowment  of  a  new  Pro- 
fessorship in  Allegheny  Seminary,  to  be  increased  by  them,  at  a 
designated  contingency, .to  $50,000. 

Lake  Forest  University,  in  Indiana,  is  to  take  Prof.  McChes- 
ney's  celebrated  collection  of  one  hundred  thousand  specimens  of 
minerals  at  $40,000,  he  deducting  $10,000  as  his  gift  to  the  Insti- 
tutions. 

Cornell  University  has  received  a  gift  of  $2,000  from  two 
friends  of  its  library,  and  a  collection  of  fossils  of  considerable  size 
and  value  from  friends  in  England. 

Hon.  John.  J.  Blair,  of  New  Jersey,  has  given  the  academy 
'  at  Blairstown,  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  accompanied  with  a 
gift  of  $10,000. 

Rev.  Mb.  Crawford,  of  New  York  Mills,  gives  to  the  Syracuse 
Methodist  University,  the  profits  of  his  business,  to  the  amount  of 
$100,000. 

A  wealthy  LAST  of  Philadelphia,  left  her  pastor,  Rev.  P. 
Brooks,  now  of  Boston  Trinity  Church,  a  bequest  of  $5,000. 

A  young  lady,  who  died  recently  in  Maine,  left  a  bequest  of 
$500  to  the  Church  of  her  native  town,  for  a  pastor's  library. 

Mr.  Roeblino,  the  bate  distinguished  Civil  Engineer,  left 
$20,000  to  two  Lutheran  Institutions. 

The  Treasurer  of  Oberlin  College  has  received  a  check  for  $5,000 
from  a  gentleman  of  Andover. 

President  Grant  has  subscribed  $500  to  the  Wilberforce 
University,  Ohio  (colored.) 


THE   MONTH. 

AT  HOME. 


American  Piano  Trade.— A  number  of  the  daily  journals 
have  been  giving  some  statements  from  the  Internal  Revenue  re- 
turns of  the  sales  of  the  leading  Piano  firms  in  this  country.  A 
similar  statement  was  published  8  years  ago,  and  the  comparison 
shows  a  remarkable  growth  in  this  particular  branch  of  manufac- 
ture, which  certainly  seems  to  be  less  liable  than  many  other 
enterprises  to  serious  and  damaging  fluctuations.  Its  increase  has 
been  steady  and  uniform.  We  take  the  returns  of  1860  and  1809, 
which  show  an  increase  as  follows : 

Weber,  New  York,       ...    200  per  cent. 
Hallet  &  Davis,  Boston,    -  47   "      " 

Stock,  New  York,  -  .  -  45  "  " 
Becker,  New  York,  •  .  .  -  47  "  ' 
Emerson,  Boston,  •  •  •  44  "  " 
Haines,  New  York,  .  -  -  40  "  " 
Chickering,  Boston,  -       .       26    **      " 

Steinway,  New  York,  -  .  .  20  "  " 
Knabe,  Baltimore,     -         -  4   "      " 

This  comparison  shows  that  the  average  increase  is  about  45  per 
cent,  except  that  of  Steinway  and  Chickering,  whose  sales  were 
then  very  large,  and  that  Weber '*  tale*  increased  206  per  cent  in  three 
year*.  Weber's  return  in  1866  was  $72,421,  and  in  1869,  $221,444 ;  a 
rapid  growth,  which  is  perhaps,  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
Piano  Making  lathis  country,  or  in  Europe.  Healthful  competition, 
and  enterprising  activity  have  contributed  to  give  rare  excellence 
to  the  American  Piano,  and  to  secure  for  it,  respect  and  reputation 
in  other  countries. 


Reduction  of  the  Taxes,  a  subject  of  agreeable  interest  to 
a  great  part  of  the  community,  is  receiving  due  attention  in  Con- 
gress. It  is  intended  to  cut  down  the  rates  by  $38,000,000,  and 
committees  are  at  work  arranging  the  new  schedules.  The  in- 
come tax  is  probably  the  most  familiar  on  the  list,  and  just  now 
it  is  stigmatized  as  the  most  odious.  It  is  proposed  to  modify  the 
tax  so  that  it  will  act  less  harshly  on  persons  with  moderate  in- 
comes. The  Senate  shows  no  disposition  to  abolish  the  franking 
privilege,  though  it  is  confessed  to  be  a  terrible  abuse. 

An  Amnesty  Bill  has  been  prepared  by  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Political  Disabilities,  which  excludes  from  its  benefits  only 
three  classes :  1st.  Those  who  withdrew  themselves  from  Congress 
at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion  to  engage  in  the  secession 
movement ;  2d.  Those  who  withdrew  from  the  United  States 
Army  and  Navy  for  the  same  purpose ;  and,  3d.  Those  who  signed 
the  original  ordinance  of  secession  in  the  various  States  in  1861. 
It  is  the  belief  that  such  a  bill  will  pass  both  Houses  without 
material  opposition. 

Another  Foolhardy.  Attempt  to  invade  Canada  has  been 
made  by  the  Fenians.  Their  movements  are  too  ludicrous  to  be 
regarded  in  a  serious  light,  although  it  would  be  a  serious  matter 
for  any  of  them  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Canadian  authorities. 
President  Grant  very  properly  warned  all  concerned  from  violat- 
ing the  neutrality  laws,  but  the  bold  Irishmen  were  bent  on 
crossing  the  line  into  Canada,  only  to  be  driven  back  ignomin 
iously  and  with  loss  of  life.  How  Ireland  is  to  be  benefitted  by 
such  absurd  warfare  against  Englishmen  on  this  side  of  the  ocean 
is  a  question  which  only  Fenians  can  answer. 

The  Sectarian  Grants  to  Romish  Schools  made  by  tho 
Legislature  of  this  State  last  year  are  continued  for  this  year,  the 
Legislature  having  only  consented  to  their  repeal  at  the  close 
of  1870,  when  it  will  be  possible  to  renew  them.  At  the 
same  time  the  Charity  Bill  was  passed.  This  contains  a  long 
list  of  grants  to  Romish  institutions,  all  over  the  State — the  most 
shameless  and  profligate  expenditure  of  the  public  money  for 
sectarian  purposes  that  was  ever  made  by  any  legislature  in  this 
country.  .  -  * 

The  surface  of  our  social  life  has  been  seriously  agitated  by  tho 
proceedings  of  the  late  McFarland  trial  and  the  developments  it 
occasioned.  If  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  relation  has  been 
impressed  upon  the  publio  more  forcibly  by  the  circumstances 
and  result  of  this  case,  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  ;  but  the 
acquittal  of  the  prisoner  still  leaves  the  question  open  as  to  the 
sanctity  of  human  life,  and  confirms  an  unsafe  precedent. 

The  extraordinary  hail  storm  that  visited  Philadelphia  recently 
produced  more  damage  than  at  first  reported.  Thousands  of 
panes  of  glass  in  private  dwellings,  publio  buildings  and  churches 
were  destroyed,  and  large  numbers  of  fruit  trees  and  garden 
plants.  The  largest  hailstone  found  measured  eleven  inches  in 
circumference,  and  weighed  seven  ounces. 

The  Temperance  men  of  Long  Island  have  induced  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  South  Side  Railroad  to  issue  the  following  admirable 
order :  "  The  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  profane  or  obscene  lan- 
guage, or  smoking,  by  the  employees  of  the  South  Side  Railroad 
Company  of  Long  Island,  while  on  duty,  is  strictly  forbidden." 

The  terrible  calamity  at  Richmond  is  already  passing  out  of 
the  mind  of  all  except  the  immediate  friends  and  afflicted  fami- 
lies of  the  victims.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  cities 
are  responding  heartily  to  the  call  of  relief  for  the  sufferers. 

The  judiciary  election  in  New  York  State  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  the  Democratic  Judges  by  a  large  majority. 

Among  the  deaths  of  the  month  is  that  of  FJtakin  Littell 
the  founder  of  the  well-known  LittelC*  Living  Age. 

Digitized  by  V^iOOQlC 


lJ 


146 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[June, 


abroad. 

TJie  SHiretvdest  TAving  Politician  is  unquestionably 
the  French  Emperor.  He  is  very  careful  to  be  responsible  for  noth- 
ing that  may  be  unpopular  or  odious  to  the  nation.  The  late 
election  in  France,  like  all  the  previous  ones  in  his  reign,  shows 
consummate  cunning.  Feeling  that  the  "  opposition "  to  his 
sovereignty  was  growing  too  strong,  he  proposed  the  addition  of  a 
few  'liberal  "  clauses  to  the  Constitution,  and  submitted  it  in  its 
new  form  to  the  people  for  ratification.  His  confidence  in  the 
goodwill  of  the  peasantry  and  the  masses  was  not  disappointed. 
He  was  sustained  by  an  overwhelming  majority  in  the  affirmative, 
largely  secured  and  increased  by  the  adroit  management  of  sub- 
officials  throughout  the  Empire.  This  last  move  of  the  Emperor 
disappoints  the  hopes  of  the  liberal  French  statesmen  who  nave 
been  struggling  for  parliamentary  reform  and  the  bestowment-  of 
grea  ter  power  and  privileges  upon  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  certainly  little  danger  of  revolution  in  France  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  present  Napoleon.  Ho 
is  too  wise  to  give  it  a  pretext  to  lift  its 
head. 

The  vote  on  the  Constitutional  changes, 
or  jHebiteitum,  was  8,^00,000,  of  which 
1,500.000  were  in  the  negative. 

The  Brigand  in  Greece  as  well  as 
in  Italy,  and  Turkey,  is,  throughout  certain 
districts,  a  tolerated  if  not  legalized,  char- 
acter. Seizing  unsuspecting  travellers  on 
the  highway,  he  takes  them  off  to  the  hills 
or  mountains  and  demands  a  ransom  for 
their  lives,  which  he  seldom  fails  to  get. 
That  he  will  carry  out  his  threat  of  death  if 
the  ransom  is  not  forthcoming  was  proved 
to  the  world  in  a  startling  manner  last  month 
by  the  cruel  murder  in  cold  blood  of  four  En- 
glishman in  Greece,  the  ransom  for  whose 
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lives  was  not  forthcoming.  The  affair  has  created  a  great  excite- 
ment in  Europe ;  and  the  humiliated  Greeks  are  fearing  just  ven- 
geance. If  Greece,  says  European  public  sentiment,  cannot  guar- 
antee security  to  life  and  property  in  her  borders,  then  we  must 
take  Greece  under  our  own  care,  and  stamp  out  brigandage  our- 
selves. 

The  Election  of  the  Veteran  soldier  and  politician,  Es- 
partero,  Duke  of  Vittoria,  as  King  ot  Spain,  settled  a  long  vexed 
question  ;  but  the  new  monarch  is  very  aged,  and  the  settlement 
can  hardly  be  regarded  as  more  than  a  temporary  one. 

While  Spain  is  calmed  by  one  old  man,  Portugal  is  agitated  by 
another.  A  jealous  octogenarian  general  at  the  head  of  the  troops 
in  Lisbon  inarched  on  the  Boyal  Palace  lately  and  compelled  the 
King  to  reorganize  the  ministry.  Strange  to  say  the  people  ex- 
exhibited  but  little  interest  in  the  tumult. 

The  British  House  of  Parliaments  engaged  in  dis- 
cussing various  social  and  political  reforms.  The  proposition  to 
give  the  vote  to  woman  is  favorably  regarded  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the 
measure  will  finally  pass.  The  question 
of  making  education  compulsory  has  caused 
animated  debates.  The  House  has  legalized 
marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister, 
but  the  Lords  object. 

The  Struggle  in  Cuba  continues  In 
all  its  wretchedness.  The  Spaniards  show 
no  mercy  to  the  insurgents  when  captured, 
and  recently  illustrated  the  haste  of  their 
vengeance  by  executing  a  Cuban  general 
without  giving  him  hardly  a  moment's 
interval  between  his  capture,  trial,  and 
death. 
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Thb  small  building  erected  by  our  brethren  in  Omaha,  and 
of  which  we  present  a  view  this  month,  seems  to  have  helped 
the  cause  in  that  city.  The  President  of  the  Association,  Mr. 
"Watson  B.  Smith,  writes :  "  By  purchasing  property  and  putting 
up  a  building,  we  have  secured  the  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity in  our  permanency.  It  has  given  us  credit  financially  and 
has,  in  my  opinion,  prevented  our  becoming  disorganized. 
Very  few  Associations  would  die  out,  if  at  the  start,  when  every 
one  is  full  of  zeal  and  interest,  they  should  in  each  case  secure 
permanent  rooms  of  their  own." 

The  Omaha  Association  was  organized  January  7,  1868.  They 
secured  a  lot  "  in  the  heart  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
city,"  (on  12th  street,  between  Farnliam  and  Douglass)  and 
ground  was  broken  for  the  building  March  30, 1869.  The  edi- 
fice was  finished  in  a  month,  and  opened  April  30,  1869,  by  a 
dinner  given  by  the  ladies  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association. 
From  this  meal,  $420  was  realized. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  OMAHA. 


The  building  is  two  stories  high  and  contains  a  basement 
which  is  rented  for  business  purposes.  The  first  floor  is  used 
as  a  library  and  reading  room  and  the  second  floor  as  a  lecture 
room.  The  building  cost  the  Association  about  $2,200.  It  is 
now  valued  at  $2,500  and  the  lot  on  which  it  stands  at  $8,500. 
To  secure  this  house  and  property,  a  debt  of  $2,000  was 
incurred,  which  yet  remains  unpaid.  The  Association  now  has 
250  members  and  a  library  of  1,300  volumes.  They  have  been 
publishing  since  April,*  1869,  an  excellent  monthly  religious 
paper,  called  "  The  Western  World."  Rev.  W.  H.  Woods  is 
engaged  as  Editor  and  city  missionary  at  a  salary  of  $1,200 

After  communicating  these  facts  Mr.  Smith  adds:  "My 
advice  to  Associations  just  organizing  is :  Secure  a  lot  of  your 
own  the  first  thing  and  then  move  for  a  building,  no  matter  how 
small,  that  you  may  own  property  and  save  rent,  when  the  zeal 
of  many  grows  cold  and  money  comes  with  great  effort.  I 
rejoice  that  the  Auociation  Monthly  is  urging  upon  the  breth- 
ren the  importance  of  adopting  this  policy," 
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THE  BEST  BILL  OP  FARE. 

WILLARD  PARKER,  M.  D. 

In  our  last  article,  we  explained  the  Health  Balance  and 
spoke  of  the  blood  as  the  pivot  on  which  it  moves.  In  the 
present  paper  we  propose  to  point  out,  in  a  very  general  way, 
the  diet  which  will  tend  to  keep  this  balance  undisturbed. 

He  who  contemplates  the  works  of  God,  cannot  fail  to 
observe  the  infinite  wisdom  and  beneficence  manifested  in  every 
correlation.  He  who  made  the  eye,  made  the  light  also,  which 
is  perfectly  adapted  to  that  organ.  For  the  car  were  created 
the  waves  of  the  air  to  act  upon  it,  so  that  hearing  should 
result.  In  like  manner  food  was  made  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  animal  creation.  He  who  formed  the  horse,  pro- 
vided for  him  a  bill  of  fare  simple  and  perfectly  fitted  to  his 
nature,  the  grass  and  grain  of  the  field  to  satisfy  his  hunger, 
and  the  water  of  the  brook  to  slake  his  thirst.  So  long  as  the 
horse  is  properly  cared  for  and  is  furnished  with  a  proper 
supply  of  the  article  contained  in  his  bill  of  fare,  his  health 
balance  is  preserved. 

.  Man  also  has  been  furnished  with  a  bill  of  faro,  which  is  as 
admirably  adapted  to  his  organization  as  is  light  to  the  eye, 
and  which  will  if  faithfully  adhered  to,  secure  to  him  bodily 
health  and  happiness.  At  his  first  entrance  into  life,  he  finds 
already  prepared  for  him  the  most  perfect  of  all  iindt  or  forme 
of  food.  The  milk  that  the  mother  furnishes  for  the  first  four 
or  five  days,  is  fitted  to  act  upon  the  newly  born  system,  and 
thus  remove  matters  that  would  otherwise  destroy  health  and 
perhaps  life.  The  substances  which  are  fitted  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  human  body  are  sometimes  denominated  naturals 
and  divided  into  four  groups  or  classes,  viz:  (1.)  Starchy  and 
saccharine  substances.  (2.)  Albuminous  substances,  as  meats  and 
eggs.  (8.)  Fats  and  oils.  (4.)  Water,  with  some  salts.  All  these 
exist  in  that  perfect  type  of  diet,  human  milk.  In  a  thousand 
parts  of  this  fluid,  889  are  water,  39  parts  are  cheese — the  meat 
of  egg  of  the  milk,  64  parts  are  sugar,  27  parts  are  fat  or 
cream  and  about  one  -and  a  half  parts  are  salt.  The  milk  of 
the  cow  differs  a  little  from  the  above  in  containing  less  sugar 
and  more  fat  or  butter. 

Milk,  therefore,  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  perfect  or  complete 
article  of  food  prepared  by  that  infinite  wisdom,  which  formed 
the  body  and  knew  what  was  required  for  its  thorough  devel- 
opment. Milk  however,  though  a  perfect  diet,  is  after  a  while 
exchanged  for  starch,  sugar,  meats  and  fats,  taken  from  other 
sources,  and  these  articles  may  be  grouped  according  to  their 
operation  in  the  system.  Some  act  to  warm  the  body  and  are 
called  heaters,  as  starch,  sugar,  and  butter.  Other  substances, 
such  as  meats,  eggs,  grains,  oat  meal,  &c,  furnish  muscle,  bone, 
<&&,  and  answer  to  the  albumenoids  in  the  milk.  Then  we  have 
nerve  feeders,  as  fish  of  all  kinds,  milk  and  eggs,  and  lastly  we 
mention  water,  the  great  blood  diluter  and  indispensable  both  in 
the  vegetable  and  animal.  When  introduced  into  the  system, 
this  passes  by  a  short  route  into  the  blood  where  more  or  less 
of  it  is"  instinctively  demanded;  whenever  there  has  been  waste 
by  perspiration  or  an  undue  action  of  the  kidneys,  or  whenever 
in  any  way  the  heat  of  the  system  is  raised  above  the  normal 
standard. 

The  system  then  being  in  a  normal  condition,  the  health 
balance  will  be  maintained  as  long  as  pure  food  is  taken,  and 
such  articles  used  as  are  indicated  by  God,  and  suited  to  pro- 
duce good  blood;  while  every  variation  from  such  a  course 
must  disturb  the  healthful  action  of  the  body  and  mind  and 
lead  to  disease  and  death. 

The  healthy  balance  of  the  system  however,  can  be  destroyed 
although  the  proper  articles  of  diet  be  used.  Too  much  or  too 
little  can  be  introduced  into  the  system.    A  man  can  cat  too 


much  meat,  or  too  much  of  the  fats,  or  he  may  drink  too  much 
water,  on  evil  habit  that  is  too  common,  or  he  may  take  his 
food  at  improper  times.  It  is  a  sure  indication,  that  a  person  is 
well  when  he  rises  from  a  refreshing  night's  repose  and  has  a 
strong  appetite  for  his  breakfast.  Some  three  or  four  hours  are 
required  to  digest  a  meal,  and  when  the  stomach  has  performed 
this  task  it  needs  some  hours  of  undisturbed  repose  like  other 
portions  of  the  body  after  work.  Muscle  workers  can  dine  and 
resume  their  labors  after  a  brief  period  of  rest,  but  intellectual 
laborers  should  never  ply  themselves  upon  a  fall  meal.  A  full 
stomach  and  a  full  brain,  are  incompatible  and  dangerous. 
If  the  man  engaged  in  intellectual  work  feels  the  pressure  ot 
hunger  and  must  still  continue  his  work,  let  him  take  a  crack- 
er or  a  bit  of  bread,  and  thus  not  disturb  the  current  of  blood 
demanded  by  the  brain. 

Further,  a  man  may  have  a  sound  system  descended  from  a 
good  stock,  and  he  may  take  the  proper  food  at  suitable  periods, 
and  yet  be  placed  in  circumstances,  that  shall  prevent  the  for- 
mation of  pure  blood  and  the  health  balance  will  be  broken. 
In  our  last  paper,  it  was  shown  that  if  the  waste,  worn  out 
matter  was  not  carried  out  of  the  body,  disease  must  follow 
and  that  this  old  matter  was  carried  off,  2  1-2  pounds  in  every 
twenty-four  hours  by  the  lungs,  2  pounds  by  the  kidneys  and 
2  1-2  pounds  by  the  skin.  Now  if  the  individual  be  immersed 
in  foul  air,  which  is  deprived  of  its  oxygen,  the  two  pounds 
would  fail  to  go  off  by  the  lungs,  so  too  the  skin,  if  not  prop- 
erly cared  for,  will  fail  to  remove  its  allotted  portion,  and 
unless  all  effete  and  refuse  matter  is  constantly  removed  from 
the  system,  great  injury  results.  Two  other  important  and 
indispensable  agencies  in  the  maintenance  of  health  we  have 
only  space  to  name,  the  benign  sunlight  and  abundant  out- 
door muscular  exercise. 

Tho  rules  of  health  as  well  as  bill  of  fare  marked  out  by  the 
creator,  and  fitted  for  the  human  organism,  is  limited  and 
simple.  We  propose  in  a  future  article  to  examine  some  of  the 
variations,  which  man  has  introduced  into  this  bill  of  fore,  and 
refer  to  additions  he  has  made  to  what  is  prescribed  by  infinite 
wisdom. 

THE  MYSTERIOUS  SCIENCE 
If  a  savage  sees  a  tree  threatening  to  fall  on  him,  he  tries  to  get 
out  of  the  way ;  but  if,  living  in  a  crowded  and  filthy  hut,  he  sees 
Cholera  swooping  down  upon  him,  the  idea  of  leaving  the  place  or 
cleaning  it,  does  not  occur  to  him.  If  he  does  anything,  he  proba 
bly  prays  whatever  gods  he  has,  to  avert  the  scourge,  and  then 
waits  under  the  impression  that  he  has  done  the  best  that  circum- 
stances permit. 

The  civilized  man,  on  the  contrary,  takes  just  as  active  means 
in  the  one  case  as  in  tho  other. 

Now  why  does  the  savage  actively  avoid  the  danger  in  one  case, 
and  not  in  the  other  t  Because,  in  the  first  case,  he  knows,  whether 
he  so  expresses  it  or  not,  that  the  matter  is  under  control  of  an 
inflexible  natural  law.  Ha  knows  by  daily  experience,  that  heavy 
objects  falling  upon  the  human  system  will  produce  in  it  certain 
changes  resulting  in  pain,  perhaps  in  death.  It  is  easy  for  him  to 
understand  this  and  to  realize  that  it  will  always  be  so— that 
it  is  a  Natural  Law.  But  in  the  case  of  Cholera,  how  can  he,  with- 
out any  knowledge  of  chemistry  or  physiology,  understand  that  the 
changes  in  the  human  body  which  are  stimulated  by  filth  and  over- 
crowding and  are  called  Cholera,  are  the  results  of  laws  as  unerring 
as  the  law  of  gravitation  which  pulls  the  tree  down  ?  He  sees  things 
fall  constantly,  and  knows  that  bodies  fall,  and  hurt  when  they  fall, 
in  conformity  to  an  unvarying  Law.  But  he  cannot  see  or  under- 
stand the  action  of  the  mysterious  laws  under  which  Cholera  is 
infectious;  In  throwing  stones  or  propelling  arrows,  or  felling 
trees,  he  shapes  his  actions  to  conform  to  the  Law  of  Gravitation. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  disease,  the  whole  matter  is  out  of  the  reach 
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of  his  simple  science,  and  he  supposes  it  to  be  the  work  of  demons 
against  which  knowledge  is  powerless  and  prayer  alone  can  pre- 
vail, if,  indeed,  it  can. 

Now  these  illustrations  point  to  the  fact  that  in  all  the  simpler 
processes  of  Nature,  men  very  early  recognize  the  influence  of  Law 
and  endeavor  to  study  it  and  shape  their  actions  in  conformity  to 
it,  but  that  In  the  more  complicated  operations  of,  Nature,  the  pres- 
ence of  Law  is  not  realized  until  men  are  pretty  well  on  in  civili- 
sation. Even  in  a  very  fair  degree  of  civilization,  such  as  prevailed 
in  Europe  until  quite  recent  times,  complicated  natural  operations 
whose  conformity  to  Law  is  now  universally  recognized,  were  not 
supposed  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  law,  but  to  depend  directly 
upon  the  action  of  spirits,  good  or  evil,  or,  at  least,  upon  some 
fitful  irregular  operations  of  the  Divine  volition.  Until  very  re- 
cent times,  Medicine,  for  instance,  was  little  more  than  a  series  of 
utterly  purposeless  charms,  mummeries  and  astrological  specula- 
tions, the  offshoot  of  the  magic  which  in  earlier  days  sought  to 
control  evil  spirits.  Now,  the  fundamental  processes  of  the  art  of 
medicine  are  to  find  and  classify  the  laws  which  are  known  to 
govern  all  physical  changes,  and  to  act  in  conformity  to  them. 
The  modern  man  believes  the  Divine  energy  to  work  through  reg- 
ular unvarying  law,  and  in  the  most  subtle  and  complicated 
operations  of  nature,  he  relies  upon  the  presence  of  that  law  with 
the  same  implicit  faith  that  he  looks  for  the  falling  of  a  tree  when 
it  is  broken. 

It  is  obvious,  then,  that  the  more  complicated  things  are,  the 
more  difficult  to  understand,  the  less  ready  are  people  to  realize  that 
they  are  under  the  control  of  laws,  and  that,  to  succeed  in  managing 
them,  these  laws  must  be  investigated  and  their  conditions  fulfilled ; 
and  that  this  must  be  done  in  just  the  same  spirit  with  which  the  sav- 
age finds  out  how  to  make  a  bow  and  arrow,  or  the  early  engineers 
studied  the  laws  in  accordance  with  which  they  built  their  ballls- 
tars  and  catapults. 

Now  probably  the  most  complicated  thing  that  this  earth  pre- 
sents, is  a  civilized  community,  with  its  means  of  producing, 
distributing  and  using  wealth,  educating  its  members,  preserving 
its  health,  repressing  its  criminal  classes,  providing  for  its  paupers, 
protecting  itself  from  outside  aggression,  making  war,  and  the 
numberless  other  things  which  are  the  result  of  men  living 
together  as  social  beings,  instead  of  living,  as  they  did  at  first,  in 
separate  families.  So  complidted  is  the  existence  of  a  nation, 
that  long  after  the  world  realized  that  the  existence  of  an  individ 
ual  is  subject,  in  its  minutest  details,  to  the  operation  of  Law,  it 
was  still  impossible  to  realize  that  there  could  be  any  uniform  and 
ascertainable  laws  underlying  all  the  countless  changes  which 
constitute  the  life  of  a  nation.  National  life, — History,  was  until 
lately,  generally  supposed  to  be  an  exception  in  the  Divine  Gov- 
ernment. Long  after  it  was  generally  realized  that  God  supports 
the  physical  life  of  a  man  through  unvarying  laws  which  a  man 
can  conform  to  and  keep  well,  or  violate  and  be  sick,  it  was  virtu- 
ally believed  (although  it  was  not  so  expressed)  that  the  Divine 
wisdom  was  incapable  of  framing  any  such  laws  wide  enough  to 
cover  the  much  more  complicated  and  mysterious  life  of  a  nation. 
National  existence  was  still  supposed  to  be  governed  by  God  in 
some  such  cheap  way  as  it  is  governed  by  men— constant  watching 
and  planning  and  tinkering,  instead  of  a  set  of  laws  wide  enough 
to  regulate  the  succession  of  peace  and  war,  of  prosperity  and 
famine,  of  despotism  and  freedom,  just  as  readily  as  other  laws 
regulate  the  digestion  and  breathing  of  a  man. 

Lately,  however,  men  have  come  to  realize,  that  society  is  gov- 
erned by  God  in  just  the  same  way  that  every  thing  else  is, 
through  laws  more  enduring  and  more  to  be  depended  upon  than 
the  eternal  hills,  and  that  when  a  community  lives  in  accordance 
with  these  laws,  it  is  prosperous  and  has  a  worthy  history,  and 
when  it  violates  them,  it  is  disordered  and  perhaps  passes  out  of 
history  altogether.  And  as  there  have  long  existed  sciences  in- 
tended to  classify  the  laws  of  the  individual  man's  well-being,  so 
there  is  now  growing  up  a  science  intended  to  investigate  the  laws  of 
society's  well-being.    And  as  in  medicine  there  are  quack  remedies 


and  scientific  remedies,  so,  it  Is  realized,  in  Social  Science  there  are 
quack  remedies  and  scientific  remedies,  and  society  cannot  be  health- 
ily regulated  until  it  i»  regulated  in  accordance  with  scientific  prin- 
ciples. 

As  an  illustration  >^one  department  of  social  science  deals  with 
the  health  of  society,  that  is,  with  those  diseases  which  attack  men 
living  together  in  crowded  communities,  such  as  cholera  and 
small  pox  ;  now  in  barbarous  countries,  when  a  pestilence  impends, 
they  try  to  beat  it  off  with  great  noises,  or  with  religious  ceremo- 
nies, perhaps  with  precious  sacrifices.  But  in  New  York,  the 
board  of  health  has  studied  the  laws  of  these  diseases  and  some- 
times by  remedies  so  great  and  sweeping  that  they  would  amount 
to  moving  the  inhabitants  of  a  good -sized  village'  and  partially 
rebuilding  it,  they  have  stamped  the  diseases  out. 

Another  illustration : — one  of  the  gravest  evils  from  which  this 
great  social  body— the  United  States,  is  now  suffering,  is  a 
wretched  system  of  filling  all  the  minor  civil  offices.  The  social 
doctors  who  built  our  system,  thought  that  the  most-democratic 
plan,  and  the  one  on  the  whole  most  just,  was  to  letfths  majority 
who  elect  the  party  in  power,  have  all  the  minor  offices  in  their 
own  hands ;  and  to  the  unscientific  eye,  this  would  appear  an  ex- 
cellent plan.  But  somehow  it  works  badly,  and  the  scientific  stu- 
dents of  such  subjects  point  out  the  reasons  of  its  defects,  and  indi- 
cate the  remedies  which  has  been  successfully  tried  in  Europe,  of 
competitive  examinations  as  a  test  of  fitness  for  office,  of  removal 
only  for  unfaithfulness  or  incapacity,  and  of  promotion  for  ability 
and  good  conduct. 

These  illustrations  can  be  multiplied  to  any  extent. 

Now  as  hinted  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  knowledge  of  the 
laws  of  all  subjects  comes  from  experience.  Men  did  not  imagine, 
at  first,  that  there  were  any  laws  in  subjects  of  which  they  had 
little  experience.  The  experience  of  mankind  in  regulating  soci- 
ety is  stored  up,  as  far  as  it  is  stored  up  at  all,  in  history,  and  the 
greatest  minds  in  the  world,  are  now  at  work  looking  into  this 
vast  store-house  of  experience,  and  trying  to  find  in  it  all  the  inva- 
riable sequences  of  cause  and  effect  they  can.  Wherever  they  find 
one  thing  always  happening  as  the  consequenoe  of  another,  they 
have  reason  to  believe  that  it  always  will  so  happen,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  have  found  the  law  of  its  occurence. 

Some  of  the  results  of  these  inquiries  (which  have  been  conducted 
but  a  short  time,  and  among  imperfect  data,)  are  already  very  surpris- 
ing and  interesting,  and  make  it  reasonable  to  expect  a  time  when 
careful  students  will  be  able  to  do  more  for  social  progress  than 
has  yet  been  done  in  any  department  of  human  happiness. 
Enough  has  been  accomplished  already  to  prove  that  a  man  who 
votes' for  an  uneducated  legislator,  relying  upon  his  common  sense 
or  knowledge  of  general  subjects  acts  with  precisely  the  same 
amount  of  wisdom  that  he  would  if  he  were  to  call  in  a  doctor  not 
educated  to  Ids  profession,  relying  upon  hit  common  sense  or 
knowledge  of  general  subjects.  As  Social  Science  is,  of  all  sciences, 
the  most  mysterious  and  profound,  so  does  it  require  in  a  greater 
degree  than  any  other,  intelligence  and  training  in  those  who 
would  administer  it. 

Jeffebson's  Tbh  Rules. 

1.  Never  put  off  till  to-morrow  what  you  can  do  to-day. 

2.  Never  trouble  another  for  what  you  can  do  yourself. 

3.  Never  spend  your  money  before  you  have  it. 

4  Never  buy  what  you  do  not  want  because  it  is  cheap. 

5.  Pride  costs  us  more  than  hunger,  thirst,  and  cold. 

6.  We  seldom  repent  of  having  eaten  too  little. 

7.  Nothing  is  troublesome  that  we  do  willingly. 

8.  How  much  pain  the  evils  have  cost  us  that  have  never  hap- 

pened. 
0.  Take  things  always  by  the  smooth  handle. 
10.  When  angry,  count  ten  before  you  speak ;  if  very  angry,  count 


a  hundred. 
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UNFETTER  THE  PULPIT. 

Thk  pulpit  has  come  down  to  us  as  the  representative  of  the 
apostolic  work  of  preaching  the  gospel  and  also  of  that  teaching 
office,  which  the  Church  in  all  periods  of  its  history  has  needed. 
It  is  venerable  from  its  associations  with  the  straggles  and 
triumphs  of  truth  in  her  conflicts  with  papal  superstition  and 
tyranny.  It  is  honorable  from  its  organic*relations  to  our  Christian 
Societies,  and  for  its  works  among  us.  Yet  while  we  feel  this 
as  deeply  as  any,  and  would  always  rather  strengthen  those  things 
that  remain,  than  ruddy  to  attempt  reforms,  we  -  believe  that  the 
pulpit  has  little  by  little  developed  tendencies  which  should  be 
checked,  for  they  weaken  its  highest  efficiency. 

The  ideal  of  the  office  expressed  by  the  pulpit  is  that  of  a 
spiritually  called  speaker  of  gospel  truth  to  the  unregenerate  world. 
We  insist  especially  upon  the  importance  of  the  last  two  words. 
If  they  are  not  an  essential  part  of  the  definition,  we  have  mis- 
taken the  function  of  the  pulpit  altogether.  Look  at  it  in  the 
times  of  its  greatest  influence.  In  the  palmy  days  of  Romanism, 
in  the  times  of  the  reformation,  of  the  Taylors  and  Souths  of  the 
establishment,  of  the  Whitfields  and  Wesleys  of  the  nearer  past> 
and  in  the  case  of  eminent  preachers  of  the  present  day,  is  it  not 
the  office  of  public  speech,  in  the  fullest  and  freest  sense,  on  the 
most  momentous  spiritual  interests  of  all.  Compare  this  with  its 
actual  function  as  exercised  in  too  many  Churches.  Is  not  the 
special  work  of  preaching  too  often  lost  in  other  religious  exercises. 
There  might  be  and  ought  to  be  prayer  in  the  pulpit ;  but  the 
pulpit  is  for  prayer  as  at  present  used.  It  is  for  the  edification  and 
instruction  of  believers.  It  is  less  a  channel  of  God's  power  for 
the  salvation  of  men.  It  is  more  an  esoteric  service — for  insiders 
rather  than  outsiders.  We  feel  sure  from  a  somewhat  extensive 
observation  of  old  ways  in  the  East,  and  of  copyings  and  novelties 
at  the  East,  that  the  pulpit  is  retained,  held  back,  in  a  service  uncon- 
genial to  its  nature  and  impulses.  It  is  employed  by  societies.  It 
is  limited  by  conditions  of  service  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
tastes,  decorums,  and  proprieties,  that  are  to  some  extent  factitious. 
It  is,  most  of  all,  shut  up  to  action  in  places  from  which  the  public 
is  practically  excluded — the  great  proud  independent  public,  who 
do  not  feel  like  asking  as  a  favor,  permission  to  hear  anybody — who 
will  not  intrude  into  so  called  public,  but  really  private  buildings. 
This  want  of  the  appropriate  audiences,  reacts  upon  the  pulpit. 
Grand  occasions  at  any  rate,  that  would  call  out  its  power,  are 
taken  away. 

We  mean  no  fling  at  Christian  Societies  or  Churches.  Their 
existence  is  taken  for  granted.  They  are  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  outward  life  of  the  Church.  We  admit  the  right,  and  assert 
the  duty  of  the  Church  to  have  her  sanctuary,  where,  within  the 
doors,  her  members  may  claim  the  promises  and  enjoy  the  rich 
experiences  of  God's  people.  As  a  minister  we  honor  the  pastoral 
office.  There  can  be  no'  more  excellent  or  important  work  than 
that  of  feeding  the  Church  oi  Christ  over  which  one  has  been  ap- 
pointed overseer.  But  we  protest  this  work  is  not  the  office  of 
the  pulpit.  It  is  a  work  that  involves  speech,  and  calls  for  elo- 
quence. But  it  does  not  furnish  the  occasion,  nor  call  for  the 
speech,  nor  require  the  man,  that  the  pulpit  calls  for. 

But  this  is  not  merely  a  question  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  pulpit ;  it  is  also  a  question  of  the  wants  and  gospel  privileges 
of  the  world.  It  is  a  question  of  vital  importance  to  the  extension 
of  Christ's  kingdom.  In  just  so  faros  the  pulpit  is  shorn  of  its 
power,  is  there  a  loss  of  the  proper  power  of  a  preached  gospel. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  gospel  preached  from  a  really 
public  pulpit,  would  receive  such  and  so  wide  a  hearing  as  to  make 
manifest  to  all  its  true  power  for  which  we  plead. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  preachers  which  such  a 
pulpit  demands  would  respond.  Called  forth  more  by  the  spirit  of 
eloquence  and  oratorical  gifts  (and  these  include  the  highest  and 
the  best)  would  appear,  ltisnot  altogether  the  offence  of  the  gospel 
that  keeps  the  people  from  hearing  the  word.  It  is  also  in  part 
a  want  of  adaptation  of  our  instrumentalities  to  opportunities,  a 


want  of  true  Christian  expediency.  It  it  not  altogether  a  lack 
of  the  resources  of  popular  eloquence  in  our  ministry  that  causes 
the  absence  of  the  masses  from  our  Churches.  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs, 
of  Brooklyn,  has  recently  confessed  in  one  utterance  made  public, 
that  he  had  never  know  within  the  walls  of  his  Church,  the  ex- 
citements of  speech  that  he  has  found  upon  the  boards  of  the 
Academy  of  Music.  There  are  many  others  caged  and  confined 
who  if  freed  from  the  constraints  of  Churches,  would  break  forth 
into  eloquent  speech.  For  those  brought  up  in  the  routine  servi- 
ces of  our  several  denominations,  their  beauty  and  symmetry  and 
many  excellencies  seem  perfect,  or  at  least  satisfactory.  We  love 
and  admire  them.  But  our  children  do  not  agree  with  us, 
they  are  better  pleased  with  a  different  .style.  The  world  see  no 
attractions  in  the  preaching,  they  like  the  singing.  Sermons 
elegant  in  style,  graceful  in  delivery  according  to  the  standard, 
the  fruit  of  high  culture,  fail  to  reach  the  masses.  Our  hereditary 
methods  are  defective. 

To  the  writer  it  is  as  clear  as  day  that  the  difficulty  is  just 
here,  that  we  are  trying  to  make  the  delicate,  sensitive  plant, 
eloquence,  grow  in  uncongenial  soil  and  under  unfavorable  circum- 
stances. Let  us  not  disparage  the  Church  or  the  pastoral  and 
teaching  office,  but  let  us  emancipate  the  pulpit.  If  necessary,  let 
us  give  it  a  place  clear  outside  of  the  Church.  Let  us  not  compel 
the  world  to  go  into  Societies  with  which  they  profess  to  have  no 
affinities,  and  attend  services  in  which  tbey  take  no  interest,  be- 
fore we  give  them  the  gospel  news. 

To  conclude  with  a  practical  suggestion,  why  may  not  the 
Y.  M.  C.  Associations  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  Churches, 
rather  with  their  co-operation,  devise  a  plan  of  pulpit  services 
in  some  non-sacred  places,  cheap,  free,  accessible,  where  the 
words  could  come  without  constraint,  where  the  ablest' of  our 
preachers  and  others  approved  in  our  Churches  as  men  possessed 
by  the  spirit  and  of  such  talents  and  culture  as  give  success  in 
the  work,  could  preach  the  gospel.  Our  Churches  could  well 
afford  to  spare  for  a  portion  of  the  time  their  ministers.  As  in  the 
time  of  the  Christian  commission  the  churches  sent  their  minis- 
ters to  the  front  so  now  they  might  send  them  on  circuits  or  spare 
them  to  fill  appointments  to  designated  places  in  oar  cities.  The 
provision  of  such  pulpits  as  avenues  of  usefulness  would  call  out 
hidden  talents  and  kindle  the  zeal  of  many  for  whom  the  pulpit  as 
now  established  has  no  attractions.  It  would  as  demand  affects 
supply  so  modify  the  preparation  for  the  pulpit  that  our  Semi- 
naries would  turn  out  young  men  better  fitted  for  the  work 
of  preaching  than  at  present.  The  assortment  of  students  in 
our  Seminaries,  to  use  a  mercantile  figure,  would  be  improved 
and  the  course  of  instruction  bettered.  These  are  not  new  sug- 
gestions, but  organized  efforts  upon  some  carefully  studied  plan 
applicable  to  city  and  country,  one  or  both,  would  be  new  and  if 
inaugurated  would  make  we  believe  a  new  era  oi  pulpit  power. 
The  movement  may  not  be  made  by  the  Organization  referred  but 
it  is  sure  to  come  or  we  mistake  the  signs  of  the  times,  but  why 
not  most  fitly  through  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

WOUNDED  m  THE  VALLEY  OP  MEGD3D0. 

A.  7.  DICKSON,  D.  D. 

Out  from  the  wooded  slopes  of  Carmel,  running  northward, 
but  with  many  a  glance  toward  the  rising  sun,  flow  "  the  waters 
of  Megiddo."  The  clear  and  rapid  stream  hastens  to  the  plain, 
to  lose  itself  in  the  river,  that  ancient  river,  Kishon.  Just  above 
its  springs  is  a  notch  in  the  mountain  range,  which  marks  the 
defile  through  which  the  armies  of  the  old  world  so  often  made 
their  way  northward  or  southward,  to  reach  and  destroy  each 
other.  As  the  Plain  of  Jezreel  is  called  the  Battlefield  of  Nations 
the  pass  of  Megiddo  might  be  called  the  Gate  of  Armies. 

Thither  came  Pharaoh  Necho,  King  of  Egypt ;  having  marched 
along  the  coast  until  the  obtrusion  of  Carmel  and  its  precipitous 
front  upon  the  sea  compelled  him  to  turn  eastward  from  Sharon. 
There  Josiah  met  him  and  contested  his  advance,  despite  his 
friendly  warning — which  reads  so  unlike  the  vaporous  boasts  or 
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bloody  threats  which  were  the  language  of  kings  in  those  days, 
that  one  pauses  Involuntarily  to  wonder  at  it,  and  inquire  whence- 
it  arose.  And  no  better  reason  suggests  itself  than  that  Josiah's 
own  admirable  character  had  made  its  proper  impression  upon 
Pharaoh,  however  faintly ;  and  that  it  had  also  roused  his  super- 
stitious fears  lest  upon  Jehovah's  own  soil,  at  least,  his  career  of 
victories  should  be  checked. 

Tet  it  was  there  on  the  sacred  soil,  and  under  the  very  shadow, 
we  may  say,  of  Elijah's  famous  altar,  that  the  pious  king  was  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  the  armies  of  Judah  fled  before  the  heathen. 

There  are  some  very  practical  and  modern  lessons  to  be  gathered 
from  this  ancient  story. 

One  is,  that  it  is  not  good  to  run  before  one  is  tent.  In  this  instance, 
as  in  several  earlier,  even  in  the  life  of  David,  a  good  man  took  it 
for  granted  that  he  might  safely  undertake  anything  that  looked 
ss  if  it  ought  to  be  done.  Ought  Pharaoh  to  cross  the  province 
tributary  to  Assyria  without  opposition?  Surely  not.  But  that 
general  question  and  answer  could  not  settle  Josiah's  duty.  His 
first  allegiance  was  to  Jehovah ;  and  a  part  of  his  duty  to  him  was 
to  "  Inquire  of  the  Lord,"  in  all  such  exigencies.  But  even  his 
political  obligations  bound  him  to  use  his  power  wisely — whereas 
he  used  them  rashly,  lost  his  life  and  mined  his  cause, 

In  these  days  of  Christian  enterprise,  and  of  activity  amounting 
to  restlessness,  the  duty  of  witdom  and  discretion  is  often  over- 
looked. Having  no  longer  prophets,  or  the  Urim  and  Tharmin 
for  our  guidance,  we  are  bound  to  be  exceedingly  watchful  of  Prov- 
idential indications,  zealous  in  consulting  the  wise  and  good,  and 
thorough  in  obtaining  and  using  our  resources.  "  What  man, 
intending  to  build  a  tower,  sitteth  not  down  first' and  counteth  the 
cost  ?  "  It  does  not  necessarily  follow,  because  a  thing  ought  to  be 
done,  that  you  are  able  to  do  it. 

Ah,  Churches  and  societies  are  often  too  "  fast "  for  any  such 
reconnoissance.  "Ought  we  to  have  a  church  at  such  a  point  t" 
Surely.  "Then  we  will  build  it."  Up  it  goes,  "tower"  and  all, 
but  the  money  is  not  forthcomiag  to  pay  for  it.  So  it  must  be 
borrowed.  Irreligious  men— perhaps  Romanists,  perhaps  Jews, 
perhaps  vehement  infidels,  the  archers  of  Pharaoh — become  the 
creditors.  Many  a  church  lies  desperately  wounded  "  in  the  valley 
ofMegiddo." 

The  same  error  begets  a  great  deal  of  the  officiousness  of  the 
incapable.  Weak  people  are  very  apt  to  have  the  fidget*.  They 
are  "  convinced  that  something  ought  to  be  done."  They  "  have 
no  patience  with  procrastination  and  timidity."  They  rush  into 
the  breach — to  find  it  a  very  different  place  from  their  imagination 
of  it — to  "  lose  their  head  " — to  get  discouraged  and  bewildered — 
to  make  themselves  a  stumbling-block  to  the  good  and  a  jest  to  the 
scoffer;  and  to  fall  down  wounded  in  "the  valley  of  Megiddo." 
Sunday  School  Superintendents  have  large  and  painful  experience 
of  this. 

A  second  general  lesson  may  be  drawn  from  the  fact  that  Josiah's 
rashness  probably  grew  out  of  presumption ;  and  that  his  pre- 
sumption grew  out  of  his  own  excellent  life,  and  his  noble  conduct 
as  king  of  the  covenant  people. 

It  is  a  sad  business  that  climbing  the  Hill  Difficulty  should  send 
ns  to  sleep  in  the  bower  by  the  wayside,  and  so  we  should  lose  the 
Boll  out  of  our  bosoms;  but  it  is  as  real  and  common  as  it  is  sad. 
Josiah's  piety  is  crowned  with  honor  and  prosperity ;  his  heart 
is  lifted  up  by  it,  so  that  he  looks  upon  himself  as  a  kind  of  favor- 
ite of  God,  who  need  not "  consult  whether  he  could  meet  with  ten 
thousand,  the  king  that  came  against  him  with  twenty  thousand." 
Thus  his  pride  leads  him  within  reach  of  the  archers,  outside  of  his 
own  territory.  Indeed,  Pharaoh  had  already  passed  by  Judah ;■  so 
that  Josiah  could  not  imagine  that  he  was  defending  his  own  king- 
dom. Thus  it  was,  that  the  last  great  king  of  Judah,  fell  before 
the  Gentiles.  And  Satan  employe  the  same  device  against  us 
now,  as  then  against  Josiah.  When  we  have  struck  a  valiant 
blow  for  the  truth,  or  conquered  a  temptation,  or  bravely  borne 
our  cross,  then  precisely  it  our  time  of  danger.  True  humility 
does  not  deny  the  graces  we  have ;  it  rejoices  in  them  as  the  handi- 
work of  God.  But  the  adversary,  well  disguised,  hastens  to  us, 
compliments  us,  testifies  to  us  ;  does  it  so  cordially,  and  with  so 
much  discrimination  (how  clearly  we  see  it),  that  we  re-appro- 
priate our  goodness  to  ourselves — lay  our  plans  on  that  false  and 
evil  basis — and  we  are  ready  for  any  enterprise.  It  is  not  long  be- 
fore we  are  sore  wounded  of  the  archers,  and  retreat  humiliated 
from  the  field. 


Other  lessons  rise  up  to  my  mind,  as  I  write :  as,  that  bad  men 
sometimes  give  good  advice — God  has  not  devised  nor  prom- 
ised uniform  success  to  His  people — His  plans  often  advance 
by  means  of  the  humiliation  and  tears  of  Zion.  But  time  and 
space  fail.  Let  this  only  be  understood — that  just  so  great  as  is 
the  obligation  to  work  for  our  Saviour :  and  it  it  infinite;  just 
so  great  is  it  to  work  wisely  and  humbly,  seeking  the  fulfillment 
of  the  promise — "  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye." 


THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  PRATER  MEETING. 

THEODORB   W.    MORRIS. 

Go  with  me  to  one  of  these  neighborhood  meetings. 

Down  a  narrow  street,  close  by  the  river's  edge,  up  a  flight  of 
stone  steps  tottering  and  falling  from  decay,  in  through  a  door- 
way that  compels  a  low  bending  of  the  head  as  if  admonishing 
us  to  "  leave  all  pride  outside,"  and  here  we  are  in  our  place  of 
prayer. 

A  good  old  woman,  decrepid  with  age  grasps  your  hand,  and 
a  hearty  "God  bless  you"  gives  you  an  undeniable  welcome. 
What  a  motley  group  is  before  us  1  The  cradle  and  the  grave 
seem  to  be  there ;  the  rude  wooden  cradle  of  the  infant,  rocked 
by  a  trembling  hand  that  will,  in  a  few  short  weeks  be  in  the 
cold  grasp  of  death.  Three  or  four  young  women,  and  as  many 
young  men,  half  a  dozen  persons  more  advanced  in  years,  and 
a  score  of  children  make  up  the  audience.  We  open  with  a  few 
simple  words  of  good  cheer,  a  simple  prayer,  then  a  hymn  that 
all  can  sing,  and,  if  possible,  one  that  the  children  are  familiar 
with  in  their  Sunday  Schools,  and  by  that  time  we  know  one 
another.  Then  are  read  slowly  and  clearly,  some  verses  from 
the  Bible  with  such  comments  and  application  as  seem  fitted  to 
excite  the  sympathies  of  this  interesting  attentive  audience. 
Follow  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  with  an  earnest  prayer 
carrying  out  the  spirit  of  the  Scripture  read ;  then  a  hymn, 
then  a  few  words  asking  those  present  to  try  and  bring  others 
the  next  time,  and  the  meeting  is  over. 

Shall  we  go  now  ?  No ;  we  will  go  to  that  young  woman 
whose  eyes  moistened  when  we  talked  of  Christ's  death  upon 
the  Cross  for  sinful  men,  and  say  a  few  words  to  her,  for  she 
seems  waiting  for  something,  and  tell  her  that  Christ  died  for 
her,  and  ask  her  if  she  will  not  accept  this  precious  Saviour. 
Then  to  all  who  seem  lingering  as  if  loth  to  go,  a  few  kind 
words,  and  to  the  children  a  smile,  a  shake  of  the  hand,  and  a 
"  come  again,"  and  a  "  God  bless  you  for  coming  "  from  the  old 
grandmother,  and  we  are  through. 

Do  you  want  to  hear  practical  results  ?  From  that  room  this 
•winter  two  passed  into  membership  with  Christ's  visible  church 
and  to-day  we  believe  are  leading  faithful  Christian  lives.  A 
third,  a  young  man  came  into  the  room  a  miserable  drunkard, 
and  by  the  influences  of  that  meeting  and  the  faithful  counsel 
of  a  Christian  brother  was  led  to  give  up  strong  drink,  and 
organized  a  meeting  for  prayer  in  his  own  room,  and  has  led 
it  himself.  We  believe  him  to  be  a  penitent  and  forgiven 
man.  These  glorious  results  encourage  us  to  renewed  efforts. 
Then  too  beside  the  full  fruition  of  the  seed  that  is  sown, 
think  of  the  direct  influence  upon  the  hearts  of  those  engaged 
in  this  work.  The.  service  of  Christ  grows  more  and  more  pre- 
cious to  us,  then  the  winning  of  souls  leads  them  to  a  nearer 
walk  with  God,  a  more  earnest  consecration  of  themselves  to 
His  service. 

This  should  be  indeed  an  attractive  field  of  effort  to  the 
young  men  in  our  Associations.  It  calls  for  personal  Christian 
labor  among  the  poor,  the  ignorant,  the  outcast;  and  no  nobler 
or  more  encouraging  work  can  be  found  than  this.  A  work 
that  can  be  undertaken  by  every  young  man  whose  heart  is 
filled  with  love  to  perishing  humanity,  and  whose  desire  is  to 
do  his  Master's  will. 

"  Wanted — men  for  the  army ;  the  army  that  goeth  forth  to 
conquer  the  world."    Shall  we  not  volunteer  t 
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OUR  DAILY  UNION  PRAYER  MEETINGS. 

O.  K.  DAGGETT,  D.D. 

The  Daily  Union  Prayer  Meeting  is  now  an  "  institution,1 
fixed,  prosperous,  and  useful,  in  several  cities  of  our  country. 
We  hope  the  same  may  be  said  before  long  of  all  our  cities  and 
larger  Tillages.  If  we  are  to  see  that  "  good  time  coming," 
which  is  the  theme  of  so  much  prayer  and  song,  we  expect 
something  of  this  kind  to  be  as  common  as  Sunday  services. 
As  far  as  it  prevails  already,  it  is  due  largely  to  the  enterprise 
of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  Not  that  daily  public 
worship  is  a  new  thing,  for  it  is  an  ancient  and  common  prac- 
tice at  certain  seasons,  as  for  example  among  many  Christians 
during  Lent,  among  others  in  times  of  unusual  religious  inter- 
est, and  of  late  in  the  annual  "week  of  prayer;"  but  we  speak 
of  it  as  continued  through  the  year,  independently  of  special 
times  or  occasions,  and  on  a  footing  meant  to  unite  all  evangeli- 
cal worshippers.  And  even  such  assemblages  we  believe  to  be 
only  a  restoration  of  the  primitive  Christian  practice.  But  in 
most  instances  they  are  originated  and  sustained  by  Christian 
Associations.  If  any  one  objects  here  that  he  would  rather  see 
this  work  done  by  the  churches,  we  agree  with  him  in  the  pre- 
ference, but  the  truth  is  that  the  churches  have  not  done  the 
work,  and  will  not  do  it,  and  the  objector  must  consent  that 
it  should  be  done  by  Associations  rather  than  not  don*  at  all. 
And  precisely  this,  by  the  way,  is  the  conclusive  argument  for 
most  of  the  activities  of  such  organizations  in  our  day.  Nobody 
expects  every  congregation  to  maintain  a  daily  service  within 
itself,  desirable  as  this  would  seem,  nor  is  it  even  attempted  by 
contiguous  churches  of  any  one  order,  and  much  less  by  those 
of  different  denominations.  But  this  is  one  eminent  advantage 
in  the  meetings  now  referred  to— the  union  of  several  evangeli- 
cal bodies  not  otherwise  united.  Each  is  enriched  by  such 
communion  with  all.  If  in  one  the  intellectual  element  predom- 
inates, in  another  the  emotional,  in  another  the  esthetic,  all  are 
the  better  for  this  occasional  commixture.  By  such  means 
something  may  be  done  toward  compensating  for  the  loss  of 
the  primitive  Christian  unity.  To  this  extent  the  "  diversity 
of  gifts  "  which  the  New  Testament  recognizes  in  the  body  of 
Christ  may  the  better  serve  for  the  advantage  of  all  the  mem- 
bers. It  is  not  easy  to  see  how,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
or  by  any  methods  now  in  use,  the  unity  of  evangelical  Chris- 
tians can  be  more  directly  or  effectually  furthered  than  by 
daily  assemblages  for  worship,  intended  for  all ;  nor  how  such 
assemblages  can  be  more  favorably  instituted  or  conducted 
than  under  the  auspices  of  Associations  which  are  organized 
but  not  ecclesiastical,  and  Christian  but  not  denominational. 

We  therefore  claim  from  the  community  the  more  respect  for 
Christian  Associations  in  view  of  the  good  they  have  already 
done  and  may  yet  do  in  this  particular  direction.  At  the  same 
time  we  charge  these  organizations  with  this  responsibility.  It 
devolves  on  them  to  cherish  and  multiply  daily  union  meet- 
ings for  prayer.  There  ought  to  be  such  an  assemblage  at  every 
centre  of  population.  Wherever  there  are  people  enough  of  the 
right  sort  for  an  Association,  there  are  enough  for  daily  social  wor- 
ship. Christian  young  men  are  the  very  persons  to  project  and 
execute  such  measures.  To  this  end  they  must  act  in  concert, 
as  in  these  Associations,  which  are  all  the  better  suited  for  this 
purpose  because  designed  for  other  good  purposes  also.  Be- 
lieving such  organizations  to  be  capable  of  doing  good  service 
to  the  church  and  the  world  in  many  ways,  we  believe  this  to 
be  one  of  the  surest  and  most  productive— the  maintenance  of 
the  Daily  Union  Prayer-meeting. 


LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 
By  Mrs.  E,  Prentiss. 

Author  qf'IYtd,  Maria  and  Me,"  "  AwpMff  Beovtnumrd,"  <•*.,  Ae. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  In  the  year  1810,  by  the  Ex.  Co*,  of  the 

Y.M.C.  Associations  of  the  U.  8.  end  British  Province*.  In  the  Clerk.'* 

Offlce  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

.     CHAPTER  Vn. 

If  people  who  write  serials  for  newspapers  could  do  their  own 
type-setting,  Horace  and  Maggie  would  not  have  been  left  in 
media*  re*  as  they  were  made  to  do  by  ruthless  hands  in  our  last 
number.  As  it  is,  let  the  reader  recall  their  picture  as  they  sot  to- 
gether at  breakfast. 

"  And  now  must  I  leave  this  little  Paradise,  and  go  off  to  my 
office?"  he  said,  as  they  at  last  rose  from  this  their  first  meal 
together  as  husband  and  wife. 

"  Not  yet,"  said  Maggie,  "  we  hav*nt  had  prayers  yet,  you 
know."  And  she  brought  the  Bible,  her  father's  parting  gift,  and 
placed  it  in  his  hands. 

He  had  not  thought  of  this ;  It  startled  him  a  little,  as  suggest- 
ing that  he  was  now  at  the  head  of  a  household.  Yet  the  thought 
was  pleasant ;  he  felt  himself  twice  the  man  he  had  done,  as  he 
took  the  hook  from  his  wife,  and  the  simple,  almost  boyish  prayer 
he  offered  as  she  knelt  by  his  side,  came  from  a  very  happy,  thank- 
ful heart. 

It  is  not  necesrary  to  toll  how  many  times  they  took  leave  of 
each  other  that  morning ;  perhaps  nobody  knows.  But  at  last  he 
got  away,  and  Maggie  watched  him  till  he  was  out  of  sight,  and 
would  gladly  have  gone  with  him  if  she  might. 

And  now,  if  she  had  been  at  a  boarding-house,  she  would  have 
hod  a  long,  tedious  day  before  her.  As  it  was  she  had  dinner  to 
order,  and  her  trunks  to  unpack,  and  many  a  little  touch  to  give 
the  rooms  they  had  occupied.  And  the  dinner  was  a  study.  She 
wanted  everything  to  be  agreeable  to  Horace,  yet  knew  she  had 
precious  little  money  to  work  with.  Fortunately  she  had  never 
in  her  life  known  what  it  was  to  get  along  save  on  strictest 
economy.  She  thought  of  many  things  she  knew  how  to  make  to 
perfection,  bnt  was  astonished  to  find  she  must  not  make  them, 
because  milk  and  eggs,  the  great  staples  at  home,  cost  so  much 
here.  And  when  she  went  into  the  kitchen  to  consult  with  the 
angelic  being  there,  she  found  her  to  be  far  more  human  than 
divine,  and  not  at  all  disposed  to  an  invasion  of  her  domains. 

"  I  thought,"  Maggie  began,  "  that  I  would  have  a  beefsteak 
pudding  for  dinner,  for  one  thing,"  and — 

"  There  ain't  no  beefsteak  left,"  quoth  Biddy. 

"Where  is  it,  then  r 

"  Gave  it  away." 

"Don't  do  that  again,  Biddy.  We  shall  have  to  live  very 
economically,  and  everything  is  very  high." 

"  I  don't  think  I  shall  suit,"  quoth  Biddy. "  I  ain't  fond  of  economi 
cal  ladies,  nor  of  stingy  ones  either.  I  can't  live  to  a  place  where 
they  begrudge  a  morsel  to  the  poor." 

"We  don't  begrudge,  it,"  said  Maggie,  unruffled ;  she  was  too 
happy  to  make  herself  wretched  about  trifles.  "  But  we  choose  to 
give  what  we  have  to  give  with  our  own  hands,  not  through 
yours." 

"I  don't  think  I  shall  suit,"  repeated  Biddy,  and  chipped  tho 
edge  off  one  of  the  new  plates  by  banging  it  into  the  dish-pan. 

"  Very  well,"  said  Maggie.  "  You  need  not  stay  unless  you 
choose.  I  know  how  to  do  everything  that  is  done  in  a  house, 
and  I  can  get  my  husband's  dinner  as  well  as  yon  can ;  and  shall 
enjoy  doing  it,  too. 

"  She  ain't  easy  to  put  down,"  reflected  Biddy.  "  I  thought  sho 
was  so  sweet-spoken  that  she  had'nt  no  spunk.  But  there's  only 
two  of  'em :  its  an  easy  place,  and  I'm  agoing  to  stay."  And  then 
she  produced  the  beef-steak,  which  she  had  only  given  away 
prospectively  to  one  of  her  numerous  cousins,  and  paid  some  heed 
to  Maggie's  directions  about  dinner,  though  with  a  lowering 
countenance,  and  a  further  injury  to  plates  and  platters. 

Here  was  prose  with  a  vengeance. 
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"  111  get  along  with  her,  somehow,"  thought  Maggie.  "  It  is 
foolish  to  let  such  little  things  annoy  one."  But  she  was  an- 
noyed, and  when  she  went  up  stairs  and  found  in  what  a  slatternly 
way  her  room  had  been  summarily  arranged,  she  was  annoyed 
again,  for  there  were  the  marks  of  two  dirty  hands  on  the  new 
white  quilt,  and  of  the  same  soiled  fingers  on  both  doors. 

"  After  this  I  will  take  care  of  my  room  myself,"  she  said  to 
Biddy. 

"  Suit  yourself,"  was  the  glum  reply.  "  I  ain't  fond  of  chamber- 
work."  But  the  next  morning,  as  she  was  sweeping  her  room, 
after  the  final  litter  of  unpacking,  Biddy  marched  in  with  a  white 
tarleton  dress  over  her  arm,  and  a  host  of  pink  ribbons  in  her 
hands. 

"  Look  here,  change  work,  will  ye  ?  I've  got  the  dross  to  trim 
against  a  ball  to-night,  and  can't  make  the  bows  to  suit  me." 
Maggie  was  perfectly  bewildered  by  the  audacity  of  this  proposal. 

"  Oh  Biddy  1"  she  cried,  "  do  you  spond  your  hard  earnings  for 
such  finery  as  this  1" 

"  I  suppose  its  nobody's  business  how  I  spend  'em,"  returned 
Biddy.  • 

"  I  don't  approve  of  young  girls  like  yon  going  to  balls,"  said 
Maggie.  "  Think  how  much  more  respectable  it  is  to  stay  at 
home  and  sew  and  read,  and  dress  according  to  your  station." 

"  I  don't  know  how  to  read,  and  I  ain't  fond  of  sewing." 

"  Let  me  teach  you  to  read,  then !"  cried  Maggie  eagerly. 

-  It  ain't  no  use.  And  them  ladios  as  thinks  a  poor  girl  as  has 
worked  hard  all  day,  ain't  to  have  no  fun  when  it  comes  night, 
ain't  no  ladies." 

Maggie  made  no  reply.  What  would  Horace  think,  if  when  he 
came  home  at  night,  he  found  her  getting  dinner  instead  of  flying 

to  meet  him,  nicely  dressed,  as  he  expected  T    She  felt  herself 
under  bondage,  and  Biddy  felt  it,  too. 

Annt  Jane  came,  an  uninvited,  but  very  welcome  guest,  to 
lunch,  and  as  she  had  secured  Biddy's  services,  she  made  all  sorts 
of  inquiries  that  brought  the  whole  truth  to  light. 

"  Dear  me,  this  won't  do,"  said  she.  "  Mrs.  Crane  gave  her  an 
excellent  character.  But  you  want  a  quiet,  respectful  Bervant,  not 
one  of  these  wild,  saucy  young  things.  Never  mind,  let  her  stay 
her  month  out,  and  then  dismiss  her.  I  suppose,  dear,  you  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  trials?" 

"Yes,  Aunt  Jane,  but  not  just  these.  However,  one  con  stand 
anything  for  a  month." 

"  And  how  is  my  boy  V. 

"  Horace  ?  Oh  he's  well,  and  as  happy  as  possible  Ton  ought 
to  have  seen  hjm  when  he  came  home  last  night :  however,  I'm 
glad  you  did'nt  1  And  he's  so  good  to  me  1  I'm  getting  so  con- 
ceited and  silly  1" 

"It  does  me  good  to  hear  it,"  quoth  Aunt  Jane.  "But  don't 
expect  too  much.  Horace  will  have  his  hard  days  and  you'll  have 
yours ,  it  won't  always  be  sailing  on  a  class  sea ;  but  you  must 
determine  to  be  happy  whatever  betides. 

But  they  sailed  on  something  very  like  it,  week  after  week. 
Biddy  aggravated  Maggie,  and  a  good  many  people  aggravated 
Horace,  but  when  he  came  home  at  night  to  the  cosy  little  parlor 
and  the  loving  little  wife,  and  thev  had  their  simple  dinner  to- 
gether, and  he  sat  on  the  sofa  with  the  plump,  yet  elastic  figure 
cuddled  close  to  his  Bide,  he  felt  that  he  could  defy  the  whole 
world,  and  she  forgot  it  had  any  Biddies  in  it. 

There  was  peculiar  tenderness  in  Maggie's  love  for  her  husband  ; 
be  could  not  conceal  from  her  that  he  suffered,  and  this  made  her 
demand  less  from  him  than  young  wives  are  apt  to  demand  ; 
made  her  give  him  far  more  than  he  over  dreamed  of  asking. 

So  evening  after  evening  slipped  by.  Sometimes  they  lived 
over  again  those  few  weeks  when  a  mysterious  power  was  attract 
ing  them  to  each  other,  never  wearying  of  those  little  details  to 
which  no  third  person  could  listen  in  patience,  and  sometimes  lost 
in  that  delicious  silence  which  is  communion  still.  They  did  not 
want  to  go  anywhere,  nor  to  have  anyone  come  to  see  them  ;  yet 
there  were  two  evenings  of  each  week  which  broke  in  upon  these 
luxurious  habits ;  one  was  the  prayer-meeting,  and:  on  one 
they  dined,  regularly,  at  Aunt  Jane's. 

So  the  month  slipped  away,  and  Biddy  was  replaced  by  a 
modest-looking  maiden,  who  moved  about  as  if  she  had  a  cannon- 
ball  tied  to  each  foot,  but  who  soon  began  to  love  her  quiet  home, 
and  to  serve  Maggie  with  real  devotion. 

"  I  hope  you  will  be  contented  and  happy  with  us,"  said  Mag- 
gie, when  Mary  made  her  appearance.  "If  anything  goes  wrong, 
come  right  away  and  tell  me.    Are  yon  fond  of  reading  t" 

"  I  don't  think  anything  will  go  wrong,,' said  Mary,  looking 


idmiringly  at  the  sweet  face  that  smiled  on  her  so  kindly.  "  I'm 
tlways  contented  where  families  is  kind  to  me.  Yes,  I'm  very 
fond  of  reading  of  on  evening,  when  my  work  is  done  up." 

"  I  hope  you  won't  be  wanting  to  go  to  balls  and  such  things," 
said  Maggie. 

"  Oh  no,  ma'am.  I'm  a  quiet  body ;  too  quiet  folks  says,"  she 
added,  with  a  smile. 

"  Horace,"  said  Maggie,  lifting  her  head  from  his  shoulder, 
that  evening.  "  I  want  to  say  something  to  you,  If  I  can  only  get 
courage." 

"  Well,  say  on,  little  one,"  he  returned. 

"  I've  been  thinking  that  we've  been  living  in  a  horribly  selfish 
way,  since  we  were  married." 

"  That's  what  we  got  married  for ,"  he  replied  laughing. 

"  Oh  no.  Or  at  least,  that  was'nt  all  of  it.  You  know  how 
much  we  used  to  talk  about  being  hospitable,  and  opening  our 
doors  to  people  who  lived  in  boarding-houses,  or  people  in  trouble. 
And  you  have'nt  been  to  Mission  school  since  I  came  here. 

"  I  know  it,"  ho  said.  "B  ut  it  has  been  so  nice  and  cosy  here  at 
home.  Oh  Maggie !  you  can't  imagine  what  it  is  to  live  year  after 
year  in  other  people's  houses,  eat  „  at  their  tables,  go  in  and 
out  with  nobody  caring  when  you  do  it,  and  where  you  go  1 " 

" No,  I  cant  imagine  it,"  she  said.    "  But  Horace"— 

"Well  dearie!" 

"  We  have'nt  been  living  at  all  as  I  expected  to  live.  I  had  a 
picture  of  our  home  in  my  mind  before  I  came  here,  very  different 
from  the  reality."  , 

"  Go  on,"  he  said,  tenderly. 

"  Do  you  mind  my  speaking  out  T  "  she  asked,  "  Will  you  prom- 
ise not  to  be  hurt,  or  offended  1 " 

He  satisfied  her  with  sweet  words,  or  something  that  took  the 

Elace  of  words,  and  she  went  on,  glad  that  the  room  had  not  been 
ghted,  and  that  he  could  not  see  her  face. 

"  I  thought  we  both  were  so  much  in  earnest,  so  really  and  truly 
consecrated  to  Ood,  that  our  loving  each  other  would  in  no  wise 
defraud  Him.  But  I  was  mistaken.  We  give  all  the  time  we 
can  snatch  from  other  duties,  to  each  other, 

"  But  He  gave  us  to  each  other,  did  He  not?" 

"  Yes,  yes,  but  not  to  decrease  our  love  to  Him." 

"You  are  getting  morbid,  Maggio,  dear.  Surely  we  love  Him 
no  less,  after  all  His  goodness  to  us,  than  we  did  before  T" 

"I  don't  like  to  pass  judgment  on  you,"  she  said,  "But  I 
know  that  I  love  Him  less.  .  I  have  been  completely  absorbed  in 
you,  yon  have  been  the  atmosphere  I  breathed  and  my  heart  has 
risen  to  fever  heat,  or  sunk  to  sero,  at  your  pleasure." 

"  Well  ?  "  he  said,  complacently,  and  drew  her  nearer,  but  she 
gently  freed  herself. 

"  And  before  I  loved  you  I  could  have  said  that  of  my  Saviour, 
and  now  I  can't." 

Horace  was  startled  by  her  earnestness. 

"  You  are  a  little  darling,"  he  said,  "  twice  as  geod  as  I  am. 
Don't  go  to  accusing  yourself.  I  do  not  see  how  such  a  tremendous 
event  as  marriage  can  take  place  without  a  convulsion.  You  will 
get  back  again  to  where  yon  were  before." 

"  I  hope  so,"  she  said, "  but  it  will  not  be  by  accident,  nor  with- 
out your  help." 

"  The  helping  will  all  come  from  the  other  side,"  he  said.  "  I 
shall  lean  on  you,  Maggie  my  pet" 

Maggie  was  disappointed.  She  had  fancied  that  if  she  once 
broke  the  ice,  she  should  get  a  hearty  response  from  Horace,  and 
that  they  should  at  once  begin  to  work,  hand  in  hand,  in  a  new  life 
together.    After  a  time  she  said. 

*  It  says  in  the  Bible  that  "  the  husband  is  the  head  of  the  wife, 
even  as  Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church ; "  and  that  "  Christ  gave 
Himself  for  it  that  He  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it"  And  this 
is  what  I  thought  yon  would  be  to  me ;  what  you  would  do  for 
me." 

Horace  gave  a  long,  deep  sigh. 

"  No  wonder  you  are  disappointed,  then.  Maggie  you  little 
women  who  stay  at  home,  and  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  be  as 
good  as  angels,  can  form  no  idea  to  what  temptations  we  men  are 
exposed.  We  are  driven  Into  the  world,  we  see  its  worst  side,  we 
breathe  its  air,  and  become  assimilated  to  it  And  instead  of  com- 
ing home  to  set  ourselves  up  as  examples,  we  want  to  find  our 
examples  waiting  there  for  us." 

"We  may  not  have  your  temptations,"  replied  Maggie,  "but 
we  have  our  own  ;  temptations  just  as  peculiar  to  us  and  just  as 
hard  to  resist,  as  yours  are  to  you.  For  instance,  take  any  warm- 
hearted girl,  who  marries  for  love,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  she 
will  make  an  idol  out  of  her  husband.  Now  this  idol  may  have  a 
more  agreeable,  plausible  aspect  than  the  ugly  idol  called  money  j 
but  the  one  shuts  out  Christ  just  as  effectually  as  the  other  does." 

"  Now  you  are  talking  just  like  a  book." 

"  I  did'nt  mean  to,"  said  Maggie,  humbly. 

"You  dear  little  thing  I  "  cried  Horace,  "you  are  determined 
to  turn  me  into  an  idolater. 

And  then  they  sat  quietly  side  by  side,  hand  in  hand:  Maggie 
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was  frightened  at  herself,  and  happy  in  her  husband's  love  ;  after 
all,  what  more  did  she  want?  So  this  evening  slipped  away  as 
others  had  done,  and  the  day  ended,  like  all  their  married  days, 
by  their  offering  their  evening  prayer,  together,  and  offering  none 
apart.  ,     ., 

On  the  following  Sunday  the  morning  sermon  was  on  family 
life,  and  the  preacher  laid  great  stress  on  several  points  on  which 
neither  Horace  or  Maggie  had  reflected  before,  especially  on  its 
individuality.  And  he  drew  a  beautiful  picture  of  a  home  which 
had  Christ  tor  its  central  object,  while  all  else  was  subordinate  to 
Him,  contrasting  it  with  one  where  self  reigned  under  a  refined 
mask,  yet  reigned  still. 

'•  There  is  nothing  individual  or  characteristic  about  our  little 
home,"  said  Maggie,  on  their  way  from  church.  "  I  suppose  there 
are  thousands  just  like  it." 

"I  doubt  if  there  are  a  thousand,  Maggie,"  returned  Horace, 
"  and  to  me  the  word  home  means  Maggie." 

She  smiled  gratefully ;  she  always  thought  It  condescending  in 
people  to  love  her,  and  then  she  said. 

"Dr.  Philips,  must  have  a  delightful  home  of  his  own,  or  he 
could  not  have  drawn  such  a  picture  of  one." 

"  That  does  not  follow.  It  is  said  that  shoemakers'  children 
always  go  unshod.  Indeed  I  do  not  believe  that  such  a  home  as 
he  depicted,  exists  any  where  on  earth." 

Maggie  made  no  reply.  The  sermon  had  impressed  her  greatly, 
and  she  determined  to  act  upon  one  part  of  it  immediately ;  tile 
hints  in  regard  to  servants.  She  had  already  invited  Mary  to  come 
into  prayers,  and  Mary  had  made  no  reply,  but  had  not  accepted  the 
invitation.  So  she  made  one  more  attempt,  while  attending  to  some 
little  point  connected  with  dinner.  Mary  colored,  but  answered 
respectfully,  but  very  decidedly,  that  her  religion  forbid  her  do- 
ing so. 

"  But  we  pray  to  the  same  God,  the  same  Saviour,  that  you  do," 
urged  Maggie. 

"  The  priest  forbids  it,"  said  Mary.  "  And  I  never  go  against 
his  orders." 

"  Very  well ;  then  well  try,  ydu  and  I,  to  see  which  will  serve 
God  most  faithfully  in  our  different  ways.  And  you  must  not  be 
frightened  if  I  speak  of  Him  now  and  then ;  I  shall  not  try  to 
shake  your  faith,  but  to  strengthen  it ;  if  you  love  Him  and  if  I 
love  Him,  it  will  seem  natural  to  say  so,  sometimes ;  won't  it  ? 

"  I  declare  I  could  have  stood  and  heard  her  talk  all  day,"  Mary 
afterwards  confided  to  a  friend.  "  Its  a  pity  she  is  a  Protestant, 
but  there  is  some  good  ones  among  'em."  -  And  while  she  was 
wiping  away  a  few  tears,  Maggie  was  reproaching  herself  that  she 
had  not  spoken  more  wisely,  and  eloquently,  and  tingling  with  fear 
and  shame.  This  little  effort  to  acknowledge  Christ  in  her  house- 
hold reacted,  however,  upon  her  own  soul ;  she  had  not  felt  so 
strong  in  Him  since  her  marriage.  Something  she  fancied  lost 
had  come  back  to  her,  and  as  she  was  running  about  after  dinner, 
putting  the  room  in  which  they  had  dined  to  rights,  and  turning 
it  into  a  parlor  again,  she  burst  out  into  such  a  joyous  hymn  that 
Horace  was  quite  surprised. 

"  What's  come  over  the  little  woman  now  f  he  cried,  from  the 
sofa,  where  he  had  been  lying,  half  asleep. 

"  Oh  Horace  if  you  only  knew  1  If  I  only  could  tell  you  I  But 
I  can't,  only  that  I'm  so  happy  1" 

And  then  she  slipped  softly  away  to  her  own  room,  and  begged 
the  Lord  Jesus  never  to  let  her  get  away  from  Him  again,  and  he 
heard,  and  answered  her.  So  that  night  when  Horace  said  he  was 
unusually  tired,  and  wanted  to  get  into  his  nest  early,  she  found 
courage  to  say  what  she  had  been  wanting  to  say  all  along. 

"  Horace,  dear,  I'm  afraid  we've  both  forgotten,  in  the  new  de- 
light of  praying  together,  what  the  Bible  says  about  praying  in 
secret." 

"  But  we  are  one  now,  dearie,"  said  Horace.  "  Yes,  in  a  sense 
we  are.  But  in  another  we  are  two,  and  ought  to  have  things  to 
say  to  God  we  can't  say  to  each  other.  And  I  want  you  to  let  me 
go  upstairs  half  an  hour  before  you  do :  then  you  can  have  the 
parlor  to  yourself;  Mary  goes  to  bed  at  nine,  and  no  one  will  in- 
terrupt you." 

Horace  replied  by  taking  her  in  his  arms,  without  a  word.  She 
stood  leaning  against  him  some  moments,  never  dearer  to  him  than 
now  that  she  had  owned  to  a  higher  allegiance,  and  he  never  knew 
what  it  had  cost  her  to  do  it.  But  from  this  moment  she  was  more 
cheerful  and  more  loving  than  before,  and  so  more  lovable,  and 
he  needed  a  part  of  his  quiet  half  hour  at  night  in  which  to  thank 
God  that  he  was  no  longer  homeless  or  wifeless. 

"  I'm  awful  Bony,  but  I've  broke  a  plate,"  proclaimed  Mary  one 
morning,  when  Horace  was  giving  into  Maggie's  hands  the  usual 
scanty  supply  for  household  expenses. 

"  I  am  sorry,"  said  Maggie. .  "  For  Biddy  broke  two,  and  chip- 
ped the  edges  of  several  more."  "  I  just  let  'em  slip  out  of  my 
hands :  the  suds  made  'em  slippery,  and  down  they  went,"  pursued 
Mary  ;  and  it  turned  out  that  the  one  broken  plate  meant  three  so 
chipped  and  scolloped  as  to  be  unfit  for  use. 
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"  And  I'm  sure  I  don  t  know  how  it  happened,  but  here's  all  the 
cufis  and  collars  mildewed ;  it's  just  the  weather ;  and  my  own  is 
among  'em." 

"  Mary  do  try  to  be  careful."  said  Maggie.    "  Mr.  Wheeler  only 

gives  me  just  enough  for  the  table,  and  nothing  for  wear  and  tear ; 
ow  should  he  when  everything  in  the  house  is  new  ? 

"  He's  a  nice  gentleman,"  said  Mary,  "  and  won't  mind  giving 
you  a  little  more.    Though  I'm  awful  sorry  I've  been  so  unlucky. 

Maggie  looked  troubled,  Horace  was  finding  it  hard  to  keep  up 
even  their  simple  little  establishment ;  he  had  owned  that,  when 
she  had  laughingly  told  him  he  kept  her  too  short  of  money  ;  and 
now  there  were  plates  to  buy  and  new  collars  and  cufis  to  be  got. 
And  such  perplexities  constantly  occurring. 

Mary  was  faithful  and  economical,  and  devotedly  attached  to 
her  young  mistress,  but  she  would  make  sour  bread  every  now 
and  then,  and  had  a  regular  habit  of  breaking  the  china  and 
scorching  the  table-linen.  Everybody  knows  what  fearful  prices  had 
to  be  paid  for  the  real  necessaries  of  life  at  this  time,  and  now  hard 
many  who  had  been  almost  rich  found  it  to  live.  Without  saying 
much  to  each  other  about  it,  both  Horace  and  Maggie  was  getting 
careworn.  He  was  afraid  he  would  not  make  enough  to  meet  in- 
evitable expenses,  and  she  was  afraid  she  was  extravagant  or 
had'nt  a  faculty  of  getting  along  with  a  little.  Yet  she  was  really 
doing  wonders,  if  she  had  only  known  it.  . 

On  the  evening  of  this  particular  day  Horace  came  home  a  good 
deal  out  of  sorts.  He  had  had  a  most  unpleasant  business  encounter 
for  one  thing,  and  a  couple  of  hundred  dollars  lent  to  a  friend, 
and  now  due,  was  not  forthcoming.  He  must  have  it  when  quar- 
ter-day came  round  and  it  was  coming  as  fast  as  it  could,  and  his 
friend  declared,  with  tears,  that  he  would  pay  it  by  that  time,  but 
the  case  seemed  anything  but  hopeful.  He  did  not  mean  to  trouble 
Maggie  about  it,  and  told  her  so  when  she  at  last  got  it  out  of 
him. 

"  Dear  me,  what  is  a  wife  good  for  if  she  may'nt  cheer  a  man 
when  he  is'  down-cast  f  cried  she.  "  You  have  said,  more  than 
once,  that  you  did  not  decide  to  get  married  till  you  had  asked 
God  to  direct  you  about  it,  and  don't  you  suppose  he  did  ?  You 
are  not  sorry  you  are  married,  are  you,  dear  Horace  f ' 

"Sorry!"  he  repeated,  and  watched  her  from  the  low  seat  she 
had  taken  at  his  kiiee.  "  Why,  it  was'nt  living,  before  I  had  you  1" 

"  But  having  me  you  have  increased  your  cares.    Had'nt  we  . 
better  break  up  house-keeping,  and  let  me  go  home  till  these  high- 

E rices  come  down  t"  she  asked,  demurely,  and  well  Ln  jwing  what 
e  would  say,  or  rather,  what  he  would  do. 

"  It  is  for  you  I  care,"  he  said,  after  a  time.  "  I  hate  to  keep 
you  ground  down  so,  and   to  give  you  no  luxuries." 

"I  call  it  a  luxury  to  have  a  husband,"  she  said,  laughing. 
"  I'm  sure  that  is'nt  one  of  the  necessaries  of  life — or  was'nt  a 
little  while  ago.  Dear  Horace  I  did  not  expect  anything  I  have 
not  gained  :  I  am  more  than  happy,  more  than  contented,  and  I 
do  not  believe  we  are  going  to  want  for  any  good  things.  My 
father  always  said  he  hoped  his  children  would  begin  at  the  little 
end  of  life."  • 

"  You've  cheered  me  up  wonderfully,"  he  declared.  "  I  came 
home  feeling  such  a  weight  on  my  mind  1" 

"  If  worst  comes  to  worst  I  can  let  Mary  go,  and  get  a  little 
girl  to  run  on  errands,  and  have  a  woman  to  wash,  and  do  the 
rest  myBelf.  So  don't  worry  till  I  come  to  the  end  of  my  resour- 
ces. Why,  if  you  can't  afford  to  keep  this  house,  well  move  out 
of  town,  where  we  can  have  a  cheaper  rent.  We  are  not  tied  to 
New  York." 

"  I  don't  know  about  that, '  he  said.  "  I'm  lamer  than  usual  to- 
day, and  need  to  be  nearer  my  office,  instead  of  going  farther  from 
it." 

And  then  Maggie  was  all  tenderness,  and  was  down  on  her 
knees  in  a  minute  before  the  suffering  limb ;  oh  how  literally  on 
her  knees,  for  much  as  she  loved  her  husband  for  himself,  here  was 
a  tie  between  them  only  less  sacred  than  death. 

"I  want  to  have  Aunt  Jane  to  dinner  to-morrow,"  said  Maggie, 
when  Horace  felt  easier  in  body  and  mind.  "You  know  we 
hav'nt  had  her  all  this  time,  except  to  lunch,  and  then  she  did'nt 
see  you." 

"  Yes,  I  know.  But  could  she  put  up  with  our  plain  ways,  after 
her  own  luxurious  table  !" 

"  She  never  has  a  "  luxurious  table,"  except  for  visitors.  And 
nothing  could  be  plainer  than  the  style  at  our  little  Stafford  par- 
sonage, and  she  spent  several  summers  there." 

"  1  should  so  like,  though,  to  spread  an  ample  table  and  exercise 
a  large-hearted  hospitality,"  said  Horace. 

"  So  should  I,"  returned  Maggie,  "  but  I'm  not  going  to  make 
myself  wretched  because  I  can't,  I  know  Aunt  Jane  will  love  to 
come,  and  I  am  ashamed  that  I  have  let  a  silly  pride  prevent  my 
asking  her.  Or  rather,  pride  and  selfishness,  for  it  has  been  bo 
pleasant  to  have  you  all  to-  myself  that  I  have  not  wanted  any- 
one else." 

So  Aunt  Jane  came,  in  one  of  her  best  and  sweetest  moods,  and 
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they  had  a  simple  little  dinner,  ever  bo  much  pleasant  chat,  and 
some  loving,  motherly  words  from  her  at  parting,  that  did  them 
both  good. 

It  cost  Horace  something  to  take  down  the  family  Bible  and 
Bay,  "  we  have  made  up  our  minds,  Maggie  and  I,  to  have  prayers, 
directly  after  dinner,  Aunt  Jane,  and  she  says  visitors  must  make 
no  difference." 

But  when  he  had  said  it  there  stole  over  him  such  sweet  peace 
as  he  had  never  known  in  all  his  life  before :  both  Aunt  Jane  and 
Maggie  caught  its  tone  in  the  prayer  he  offered,  and  wondered 
whence  it  came. 

At  the  close  of  the  evening,  as  the  young  husband  and  wife 
stood  alone  together  before  the  parlor  fire,  Horace  made  confession 
to  Maggie  on  this  wise : 

"Do  you  know,  dear,  I  wanted  to  put  off  having  prayers  till 
after  Aunt  Jane  had  gone  ?  Was  I  ashamed  of  Jesus,  or  what  was 

Maggie  looked  up  in  great  surprise. 

"  Why,  when  you  were  in  the  army  were  you  ashamed  to  show 
your  colors?"  she  asked. 

"  No,  I  was  proud  of  them;  proud  to  flaunt  them  in  the  very 
face  of  the  enemy." 

"  And  Aunt  Jane  is  not  an  enemy,"  said  Maggie. 

"  I  have  always  had  this  shyness,"  said  Horace. 

"It  is  strange,"  said  Maggie  thoughtfully.  "For  in  ordinary, 
worldly  matters  you  are  not  shy." 

"But  don't  you  think  it  is  natural  to  conceal  our  deepest,  most 
sacred  thoughts  and  feelings  1" 

"Thoughts  and  feelings  are  one  thing,"  said  Maggie,  "and 
acts  are  another.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  sound  very  oddly  for  a 
soldier  to  say  that  his  patriotism  lay  bo  deeply  in  his  heart,  that 
he  must  hide  his  colors.    Dear  Horace,  let  us  show  ours." 

"But  Maggie  darling,  in  those  days  when  I  secretly  loved  you 
I  could  not  have  spoken  of  it  to  a  living  souL  I  hid  my  love  with 
the  most  jealous  care." 

"  Yes,  while  it  had  so  little  vitality  that  you  eould  hide  it.  But 
how  much  of  a  secret  did  you  make  of  it  when  you  stood  at  my 
side  and  proclaimed  that  you  would  love,  honor,  and  cherish  me 
till  death  should  us  part,  in  such  a  decided  "  I  will  1"  that  every- 
body in  the  church  heard  it?" 

Horace  smiled.  "  Tea,  and  I  would  do  it  again  I"  he  cried  "if 
I  could  get  a  chance." 

"  And  if  our  love  to  Christ  has  in  it  real  life  and  force,  won't  it 
speak  out,  just  sot  Can  it  hold  its  peace ?" 

"I  never  knew  till  now,  what  a  coward  I  had  been,"  said 
Horace.  "  I  positively  thought  that  I  shrank  from  betraying  my 
love  to  Christ — for  I  do  love  Him,  Maggie  I  because  it  was  so 
sacred  a  principle.  I  think  now  that  its  poverty  and  its  infancy 
kept  it  silent" 

"I  think  I  understand  you,"  said  Maggie,  after  a  little  silence. 
"You  have  been  mixed  up  with  people  who  shuffled  religion  out 
of  the  way,  as  something  to  come  in  play  on  one's  death-bed,  but 
as  unfit  to  mix  up  gracefully  with  daily  life.  How  little  I  thought 
when  I  saw  you  at  Miss  Fitzsimmon's  wedding,  that  you  would 
ever  be  anything  to  me  1  How  I  fought  against  myself  that  day, 
for  admiring  you  I" 

And  then  of  course  Horace  said  some  of  the  foolish,  yet  passing 
sweet  things  he  was  wont  to  Bay  to  his  little  wife,  and  she  found  it 
hard  to  get  away  from  him  to  that  retreat  up  Btalrs  that  was  the 
tower  of  all  her  strength.  Left  alone,  Horace  thanked  God  for 
giving  him  this  wise,  fearless,  loving  wife,  never  so  dear  to  him 
as  now  when  she  had  tacitly  rebuked  his  cowardice  and  rovealed 
him  to  himself.  And  as  to  Maggie  herself,  in  a  few  sweet,  child- 
like words,  she  asked  that  she  and  her  husband  might  walk  hand 
in  hand  heavenward,  keeping  step,  and  told  her  Saviour  about  -the 
perplexities  in  which  he  was  involved,  exactly  as  she  would  have 
told  the  story  to  a  dear  earthly  friend.  She  went  to  sleep  serenely, 
and  without  a  care ;  wondering  why  she  had  suffered  herself  to 
grow  anxious  and  troubled,  when  she  could  cast  herself  on  One 
who  had  control  of  all  the  silver  and  the  gold  on  earth. 

But  the  next  day  brought  new  difficulties,  and  as  if  in  mockery 
of  the  pressure  on  their  domestic  life,  came  a  long  letter  from 
Annie,  who  was  wandering  over  Europe  without  a  care,  indulging 
herself  in  all  sorts  of  luxuries,  and  having,  as  she  declared,  the 
nicest  time  in  the  world. 

"  Think  now,  if  you  could  have  some  of  these  nice  times  1"  cried 
Horace. 

"  With  Tom  White  ?  "  asked  Maggie,  in  a  tone  that  said  all  the 
most  insatiable  heart  could  ask. 

And  yet,  after  a  little,  Horace  fell  into  a  reverie,  now  only  too 
frequent.  The  incessant,  petty  economies  he  was  forced  to  prac- 
tice, wearied  him ;  by  nature  he  was  disposed  to  ample  expendi- 
ture both  for  himself  and  others,  and  hated  every  thing  small  and 
prosaic 

•'  Do  put  away  that  work ! "  be  said  at  last,  a  little  impatiently, 
"  and  come  .and  talk  to  me,  Maggie  Surely  you  can  do  your 
needlework  during  the  day." 


"  Yes  I  can,"  she  said  cheerfully  laying  aside  her  work.  "  I  was 
only  doing  a  little  for  our  sewing  circle.  We  call  ourselves  poor, 
and  make  a  great  time  about  it,  but  just  fancy  living  on  four 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  as  the  Western  missionary  does  for  whom' 
we  are  now  working." 

"  You  might  as  well  say,  fancy  our  living  in  on  Irish  shanty,  or 
in  one  room  in  a  tenement  house." 

"  Well,"  said  Maggie,"  I  oould  bo  happy  in  an  Irish  shanty,  or 
in  one  room  in  a  tenement  house,  provided  I  could  keep  it  clean. 
Dear  Horace,  you  can  put  on  as  long  a  face  as  you  please,  but  I  am 
going  to  be  contented  and  in  good  spirits  as  long  as  I  stay  in  a 
world  where  I  can  experience  what  I  have  done  to  day." 

"  And  what  was  that  ? "  cried  Horace,  rousing  himself. 

"  If  von  wont  think  it's  just  my  silliness,  I'll  tell  you.  After  you 
went  down  town  this  morning,  and  I  had  started  for  the  day — 
(ah,  what  taking  counsel  of  God  was  involved  in  Maggie's  doing 
that  1)  I  tried  to  think  what  I  oould  do  in  the  way  of  comforting 
somebody  besides  myself,  and  what  I  should  do  it  with.  You  are 
so  fond  of  soup  made  of  old  bones,  that  I  had'nt  a  scrap  of  meat  to 
spare,  and" — 

"  Now  Maggie  that  is  adding  insult  to  injury,"  said  Horace.  "  It 
is  bad  enough  to  give  a  man  nothing  but  soup  for  his  dinner,  with- 
out insinuating  that  he  is  charmed  with  that  arrangement." 

"It  does'nthurt  one  to  fast  occasionally,"  retorted  Maggie,  who 
was  proud,  with  reason,  of  her  soups.  "  Besides  you  had  a  nice 
bit  of  beef-steak,  after  it." 

"  A  bit,  indeed  I "  he  cried. 

"lam  glad  I  am  not  such  a  carnivorous  animal  as  yon  are," 
she  returned.  "  Why,  you  ought  to  see  all  the  fresh  meat  eaten  in 
my  father's  house  in  the  course  of  the  year." 

"But  it  would  be  far  better  for  him  if  he  left  off  his  pies,  his 
doughnuts,  his  tea  and  his  ooffee,  and  had  a  good  generous  slice 
of  beef  or  mutton  in  their  place.  You  are  behind  the  age,  my 
dear,  or  you  would  know  where  his  headaches  come  from.'" 

"  Am  I  ?  Well  to  go  back  to  the  point.  I  had  heard,  through 
Mary,  that  there  was  a  family,  nearly  opposite,  where  a  sick  child 
was  dragging  out  a  weary  little  life,  sometimes  lying  alone  all  day 
while  her  mother  was  off  at  work,  or  gossiping  with  the  neigh- 
bors, and  I  thought  I'd  just  run  over  and  see  it/' 

"  Well?"  asked  Horace,  as  she  paused. 

"  I  don't  believe  I  can  tell  it,"  she  said,  trying  not  to  cry.  "Oh 
Horace!  We  call  ourselves  poor,  and  we  chafe  under  our  little 
cares  and  economies,  and  if  we  dared,  we  should  say  we  wondered, 
why  the  Lord  kept  from  us  the  luxuries  he  gives  so  many 
others?" 

"  You'll  get  hardened  to  the  horrors  of  city  life,"  said  Horace 
laying  his  hand  tenderly  on  her  head. 

"That  I  never  shall  ("she  cried.  "To  think  that  that  poor 
little  child,  only  a  stone's  throw  from  our  dear  little  home,  was 
lying  there  all  alone,  with  nothing  on,  literally  nothing  but  a  small 
shawl,  no  fire,  no  bedstead,  no  food,  no  compassionate  loving 
words,  nothing  for  companionship,  but  its  sufferings,  its  dreariness, 
its  hopelessness  I  And  I  had  gone  there  empty  handed  I " 

"And  what  did  you  do,  my  darling?"  asked  Horace, greatly 
touched  by  Maggie  s  emotion. 

"There  was  only  one  thing  I  could  do.  I  had'nt  brought  her 
any  thing,  and  I  had'nt  a  word  to  say,  and  I  just  took  the  poor 
little  creature  in  my  arms  and  kissed  her,  till  my  tears  wet  her 
thin  white  cheeks.  And  the  two  arms  flung  themselves  round 
my  neck,  and  the  child  clung  to  me  as  a  drowning  man  clings  to 
a  straw,  and  with  such  a  wall  of  grief  and  joy  and  loneliness  and 
gladness!" 

"And  then?" 

"  And  then  I  knelt  down  with  the  little  figure,  still  in  my  arms 
and  thanked  the  Lord  that  if  he  had'nt  given  me  money,  or  elo- 
quent lips,  He  had  given  me  a  heart  worm  enough  and  big  enough 
to  take  m  and  love  and  cherish  hundreds  of  such  children,  yes,  and 
hundreds  upon  hundreds." 

"  Come,  my  Maggie,.stop  crying,"  said  Horace, "  and  III  live' on 
soup  aQ  the  days  of  my  life." 

"  All  the  soup  in  the  world  would'nt  have  put  the  life  into 
that  child's  breast  that  love  and  sympathy  did,"  she  answered. 
"  Only  to  think ! "  it  kept  saying.  "  a  lady  has  kissed  me ! " 

"  I  don't  wonder  at  her  delight,"  said  Horace.  "  I  can  remem- 
ber a  time  when  if  yon  had  oome  and  caught  me  in  your  arms 
and  kissed  me! " — 

"  Hush,  you  foolish  boy !  Well,  you  wont  look  disgusted  if  I 
pinch  you  a  little  at  your  breakfast  tomorrow,  will  you?  For  I 
came  home  and  stole  a  part  of  it  and  made  a  little  broth  for  the 
starved  creature,  and  Horace,  we're  not  poor !  We're  rich,  just  as 
long  as  we've  got  two  loving  hearts  beating  in  our  bosoms,  and 
can  defy  any  living  creature  to  ask  more  from  them  than  they  can 
give!" 

"Yes,  we  are  rich!  "  said  Horace.    "  Or  at  least  I  am,  in  the 
dearest  and  best  little  wife  that  ever  crossed  a  human  threshold." 
(To  be  eonlmued.) 
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THE  CONVENTION  OP  1870. 
How  to  reach  young  men  with  the  gospel,  and  bring  them 
to  Christ ;  how  far  individual  Associations  may  be  energized 
and  made  permanent,  by  securing  buildings,  organizing  effi- 
cient committees,  and  making  the  prayer  meetings  fruitful  in 
the  conversion  of  souls ;  the  duty  the  Associations  of  this 
Continent  owe  to  one  another  in  the  accomplishment  of  the 
mission  providentially  committed  to  them ;  how  the  work 
may  be  extended  in  the  West,  the  South,  and  among  our  Ger- 
man population; — these  were  the  topics  which  with  much 
prayer,  thanksgiving,  and  exhortation,  were  considered  by  up- 
wards of  500  brethren,  who  last  month,  in  the  city  of  Indiana- 
polis, met  and  constituted  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States 
and  British  Provinces. 

HOSPITABLE    RECEPTION. 

The  delegates  on  their  arrival  met  with  a  very  cordial  re- 
ception, ample  entertainment  having  been  offered  by  the  ladies 
and  citizens  of  Indianapolis.  A  pleasant  and  unusual  feature 
in  this  reception,  was  agreeably  brought  to  the  notice  of  all, 
on  their  arrival  in  the  depot.  Here  a  large  number  of  attentive 
and  polite  boys  were  ready  at  all  hours  to  show  delegates  to 
the  homes  where  they  were  assigned.  A  little  more  than 
a  year  ago,  through  the  ageucy  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Hammond,  a 
wonderful  work  of  grace  was  wrought  among  the  children  of 
Indianapolis.  Seven  of  the  boys,  converted  began  holding  a 
prayer  meeting,  and  then  on  June  4th,  1869,  organized  an 
Association.  Their  numbers  increased,  and  last  December 
through  their  instrumentality,  eighteen  were  converted,  thir- 
teen joining  the  Association.  They  have  now  75  members,  and 
have  established  branch  Associations  in  Dayton,  Cincinnati, 
Terre  Haute,  and  Louisville.  They  proffered  their  very  ac- 
ceptable services  as  pages  of  our  Convention,  and  their  gentle- 
manly attention  at  the  depot,  and  during  all  our  sessions,  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  delegates. 

The  Convention  met  in  the  spacious  Academy  of  Music,  with 
seats  for  2,600  persons.  The  hall  was  very  tastefully  decorated 
by  the  ladies  of  Indianapolis. 

Prom  the  press  of  the  city,  it  should  also  be  said,  we  received 
an  unprecedented  welcome.  One  of  the  papers,  the  Indianapolis 
Journal,  furnished  to  its  readers,  a  verbatim  report  of  our 
proceedings,  being  a  better  and  more  accurate  account  than 
any  paper  ever  printed  of  any  preceding  Convention. 

ORGANIZATION. 

In  the  absence  or  the  President  of  last  year,  Mr.  Wm.  E. 
Dodge,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  the  first  Vice  President, 
Mr.  J.  8.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  called  the  Con- 
vention to  order.  After  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Edspn,  of  Indian- 
apolis, Mr.  R.   Beach,  Jr.,  of  Pawtucket,  R  L,  was   chosen 


temporary  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Maclean  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Dodge,  in  which  he  expressed  deep  regret  that  "  the  results  of 
a  painful  railroad  accident"  detained  him  at  home,  and  urged 
that  "  the  whole  time  be  given  to  the  one  simple  object  of  per- 
fecting plans  for  bringing  young  men  to  Christ,  and  to  the 
study  of  means  for  their  best  social  and  intellectual  develop- 
ment" Prayer  was  offered  by  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

On  nomination  of  a  committee  of  twenty-three,  in  which  19 
States,  3  British  Provinces,  and  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
represented,  the  following  permanent  officers  of  the  Conven- 
tion were  elected : 


JYeefrfatt,  3.  B.  Maouis, 

Vtet-JPrutdenU. 

Hon.  1. 8.  Fisher,  Washington. 
Hon.  O.  H.  Stuart,  Pblla. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Chase.  Portland,  Me. 
Ber.  C.  H.  Spauldlng,  Pawtncket,  B.I. 
Capt.  C.  E.  Clilchestcir,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Mr.  J.  II.  Cheerer,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Col.  J.  W.  Kay,  Indianapolis. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Cowles,  Madison,  Wla. 


Halifax,  Nora  Scotia. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Bertram,  St.  Loo  l». 
Mr.  A.  Whitney,  San  Franclsoo 
Mr.  Geo.  Hague,  Toronto,  Ua. 
Ber.  Goo.  Douglass,  Montreal. 


Mr.  K.H.  Hlnkley,  Phtla. 
"  D.C.Bell, Minneapolis, Minn 
G.  G.  Swensberg,  Grand  liaplds, 


President  Maclean  made  a  brief  address,  accepting  the  chair, 
thanking  the  Convention  for  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  for 
the  assurance  they  had  thus  given  to  the  brethren  in  the  British 
Provinces  of  their  cordial,  fraternal  feeling.  In  closing  he 
asked  the  delegates  for  their  aid,  sympathy,  and  prayers  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

THE  STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

At  the  afternoon  session  of  Wednesday,  held  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  the  President  announced  the  usual  standing  com- 
mittees as  follows : 


On  JbeeuMM  OommUUe't  Jttporl 
It.  A.  Crosby,  Grand  Raptda,  Mich. 
Thomas  K.  Cree,  Pittsburgh,  Fa. 
E.  B.  Holdeo,  of  ProTldence,  B.  L 
H.  O.  Carey,  ZanesYllle.Ohlo. 
J.  C.  Batchelder,  8c  run  ton.  Pa. 
J.  B.  Douglass,  of  Vermont. 

Devotional  and  Open  Air  MttUngt. 
Thomas  J.  Llttleneld,  of  South  Boston. 
George  A.  Hall,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
J.  B.Brandt,  Indianapolis. 
Robert  Weldensall.  Omaha,  Nebraska. 
Sbepard  Wells,  St.  bonis. 
Ber.  Wm.  Starke,  Troy.  N.  T. 
K.  A.  BurneU,  Aurora,  111. 

On  Justness. 
H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburgh. 
L.  P.  Rowland.  Jr.,  Boston. 
D.  L.  Moody,  Chicago. 
Geo.  E.  Davie,  Burlington,  Vt, 
Colgate  Hoyt,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


Robert  Train,  of  Missouri. 
Wm.  Reynolds,  Peoria,  III. 
On  Betolutione. 
Alfred  Wlekf,  Brooklyn.  N.  T 

?.  L.Taylor,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
harles  F.  Coffln,  of  Richmond,  Va. 
On  Amodaaon*. 
Hon.  C.  C.  Lathrop,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
John  L.  Wheat,  Louisville.  Ky. 
Alfred  Sandbam.  Montreal. 
T.  C.  Crocker,  Westerly,  R.  I. 
George  A.  Tonng,  Hamilton. 
H.  H.  Judson,  Memphis,  lean. 
D.  Small,  York,  Peon. 

On  Credential*. 
3.  D.  Blake,  or  Mian. 
H.  W.  Johnson,  of  N.  J. 
B.Bumham,Ohlo. 
CM.BIackman,  Win. 
ReT. T.H.Haskell,  in. 
Mr.  J.  N.  Stlllman,  Ohio. 


THB  MOTTO. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  calling  attention  to  the  danger  of  rely- 
ing upon  the  number  and  strength  of  our  Associations  through- 
out the  Continent,  offered  the  following  sentiment : 

"  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the 
Lord." 

These  words  were  then  by  a  unanimous  vote  adopted  as  the 
motto  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention. 

SOCIAL  RECEPTION. 

Wednesday  evening,  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  which  they 
had  beautifully  decorated  for  the  Convention,  the  ladies  of 
Indianapolis  gave  a  social  reception  to  the  delegates.  Governor 
Baker,  of  Indianapolis,  presided.  The  address  of  welcome  on 
behalf  of  the  city,  was  made  by  Mayor  Macaulay,  who,  though 
not  a  professing  Christian,  paid  a  tribute  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
thanking  with  special  emphasis,  the  Indianapolis  Association 
for  the  excellent  work  it  was  doing  in  that  city.  Rev.  Dr.  Day, 
on  behalf  of  the  clergy,  and  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  on  behalf  of 
the  Association,  also  welcomed  the  delegates.  Appropriate 
responses  were  made  by  President  Maclean,  Mr.  Thane  Miller, 
and  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Stuart.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  busily 
and  pleasantly  occupied  by  the  guests  and  their  hosts  in  be- 
coming better  acquainted  with  one  another. 
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HTTMBEB  OF  DELEGATES. 

It  subsequently  appeared  from  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  credentials,  that  there  were  present  in  the  Convention,  four 
members  of  the  Executive  committee,  ten  of  the  State  and 
Provincial  corresponding  members,  and  about  500  delegates, 
representing  about  260  Associations.  We  are  not  informed  of 
the  exact  figures  as  we  go  to  press.  The  Convention  was 
therefore,  smaller  than  its  predecessor  at  Portland.  This  was 
probably  owing  to  the  location  of  the  assembly  in  the  "West, 
where  the  number  of  the  Associations  is  smaller  than  in  the 
East,  and  to  the  general  depressson  in  the  business  of  the 
country  at  this  time.  It  certainly  indicates  no  railing  off  in 
the  number  and  growth  of  our  Associations  throughout  the 
continent.  For  the  rapid  and  steady  increase  of  previous  years 
is  testified  to  in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

This  interesting  document  was  read  by  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Thursday  afternoon.  "We  give 
a  summary  of  its  contents : 

KEPOBT  OF  THE   EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Growth  in  Numbers,  etc. — There  are  803  Associations  on 
this  continent,  207  having  been  organized  during  the  current 
year,  and  64  of  those  embraced  in  the  enumeration  of  last  year 
being  omitted  hi  this. 

880  have  reported  to  this  Convention. 

218  report  their  expenses  for  the  year  at  $211,614. 

131  report  111,811  volumes  in  their  libraries. 

299  report  64,848  members. 

66  report  daily  prayer  meetings. 

48  report  Bible  classes ;  60,  open  air  service ;  102,  sermons, 

83  report  2,833  conversions. 

Very  many  refrain  from  any  enumeration,  preferring  to  state 
that  their  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  extremely  interest- 
ing, and  that  they  believe  there  have  been  many  conversions. 

In  regard  to  buildings  and  building  fundB,  there  has  been  but 
little  change  rince  last  year.  Bockport,  Massachusetts,  with  a 
population  of  three  thousand  five  hundred,  has  a  building,  com- 
pleted within  the  last  year,  valued  at  $3,500.  The  building  fund 
of  the  Boston  Association  has  increased  from  $81,150  to  $85,000. 
At  Aurora,  Illinois,  a  building  is  in  course  of  erection.  Brooklyn 
reports  a  large  number  of  pledges,  but  no  fixed  subscriptions.  All 
the  Associations  reporting  building  funds  at  Portland,  state  this 
year  an  increase  in  the  amount.  Two  Associations  in  addition  to 
those  named  one  year  ago,  report  building  funds,  viz.:  St.  Louis, 
$20,000  and  Manchester,  N.  H.,  $500. 

The  committee  is  confident  that  there  has  been  a  steady  growth 
in  the  Associations,  in  all  that  go  to  make  up  real  power  for  effec- 
tive service.  A  few  of  the  weaker  and  more  feeble  have  died.  In 
some  of  the  states  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  numbers,  as 
in  Pennsylvania,  where,  one  year  ago,  twenty-one  Associations 
had  a  nominal  existence,  now  sixty -six  furnish  reports  to  Mr. 
Thomas  K.  Cree,  the  Corresponding  Member  for  that  State,  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  complete  organizations  in  many  other 
towns  and  rities:  In  New  Brunswick,  Mr.  Clawson  reports  eleven 
Associations  against  three  of  last  year.  Mr.  Farquhar  reports  an 
increase  of  twenty-six  in  Nova  Scotia. 

After  calling  upon  the  Associations  to  show  more  promptness 
in  sending  annual  reports  of  their  work  and  condition.  The  com- 
mittee announce  the  reception  of  reports  from  the  corresponding 
members  of  two  British  Provinces,  and  fifteen  States.  State  and 
Provincial  Conventions  are  growing  in  members  and  influence. 
The  past  year  seventeen  were  held,  viz. :  in  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  Ontario,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa.  This  is  three 
more  than  were  held  last  year.  The  day  of  prayer  was  observed 
last  November  more  generally  than  heretofore.  The  Hymn  Book, 
prepared  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  at  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Portland  Convention,  has  been  published  by  Biglow  & 
Main  of  New  York,  a  tariff  of  two  cents  on  every  copy  sold,  being 
secured  to  the  committee  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  with 
which  they  are  charged  by  the  Conventions.  A  certificate  of  life 
membership  and  forms  of  letters  of  introduction  and  acknowledge- 
ment, to  be  given  and  received  by  members  on  their  removing 
from  one  town  to  another,  were  also  submitted. 

The  AttoeutUon  Monthly  was  warmly  commended  to  all  our 
members.  Out  of  the  proceeds  from  subscriptions  and  advertise- 
ments, all  the  expenses  of  the  paper  had  been  met  thus  far  and 
with  suitable  exertion  on  the  part  of  Associations,  in  securing 
subscribers,  the  receipts  would  continue  to  equal  and  soon  exceed 


the  outlay  required.    The  value  and  usefulness  of  the  periodical 
were  strongly  insisted  upon. 

A  summary  view  was  presented  of  what  Mr.  Robert  Weiden- 
sail  as  agent  of  the  committee,  had  accomplished  in  Kansas,  Miss- 
ouri, ana  Southern  Illinois,  especially  among  the  Germans. 

A  sketch  was  given  of  the  tour  in  the  South  of  Rev.  Geo.  A. 
Hall,  and  Mr.  Wm.  P.  Lee.  They  visited  twenty  cities  and 
advised  the  committee  of  the  existence  of  Associations,  in  sixteen 
of  these.  There  are  also  six  or  eight  Associations  of  colored 
young  men  in  the  South,  with  which  the  committee  have  corres 
ponded. 

The  correspondence  with  Associations  abroad,  has  been  more 
extensive  than  ever,  and  the  day  of  prayer  appointed  at  Portland, 
was  very  generally  observed  by  the  brethren  in  Europe. 

As  delegates  to  the  World's  Conference  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to 
be  held  in  Amsterdam,  August  85,  (just  postponed  till  1871,)  the 
committee  nominated  T.  James  Claxton,  of  Montreal,  J.  N.  Harris, 
of  New  London,  Ct.,  J.  0.  Wood,  of  Edgewater,  N.  Y„  and  Aus- 
tin Abbott,  of  New  York  city. 

This  report  was  duly  considered  by  the  committee  of  the  Con- 
vention appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  their  recommendations 
were  made  the  order  of  tho  day  for  Saturday  morning.  After  in- 
teresting discussion,  the  Convention  approved  the  certificate  of 
life  membership,  and  confirmed  the  nominations  of  delegates  to 
the  Amsterdam  Conference,  adding  to  their  number,  Mr.  John 
Wannamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  and  directing  the  Executive  com- 
mittee to  prepare  in  the  name  of  the  Convention,  a  letter  of  frater-' 
nal  greeting  to  that  Conference.  The  second  Lord's  day  In 
November  was  appointed  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  Associations 
throughout  the  world,  with  a  request  to  the  Amsterdam  Confer- 
ence to  concur  in  the  same. 

The  Anociation  Monthly  was  heartily  endorsed,  and  the  Asso- 
ciations were  nrged  to  aid  its  circulation  by  every  means  in  their 
power.  Mr.  Moody  said  very  cordially  :  "  I  came  here  to  work 
against  this  thing,  but  I  have  been  converted  entirely.  I  say  now 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to 
support  that  paper  and  spread  it  everywhere.  If  we  will  go  home, 
and  go  to  work  and  do  something  for  this  enterprise,  depend  upon 
it  we  will  be  more  united  and  love  each  other  more  when  we 
come  together  next  year." 

The  committee  were  authorized  to  employ  Mr.  Weidensall  as 
Western  agent  for  another  year,  and,  if  the  proceeds  from  the 
Monthly  and  from  the  sale  of  the  Hymn  Book,  were  sufficient  to 
employ  suitable  agents  in  the  Southron,  Central,  and  Middle 
States,  and  in  the  British  Provinces. 

In  reporting  the  discussions  of  the  convention,  we  shall  endeav- 
or to  compress  into  the  following  paragraphs  some  of  the  instruc- 
tive and  timely  suggestions  of  the  speakers  upon  each  topic. 

To  name  all  the  facts  and  incidents  narrated  by  the  brethren  in 
the  following  discussions  would  occupy  more  space  than  we  can 
give  this  month.  To  some  of  them  we  shall  refer  in  future  num- 
bers. 

Discussions. 

A  preliminary  discussion  on  the  topic :  Hate  any  Auociationt 
declined t  and  why?  took  place  Wednesday  afternoon  (June22d.) 
Mr.  Alfred  Wicks,  of  Brooklyn,  opened  the  subject  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  seventeen  speakers.  Among  the  causes  of  decline  named 
were :  Too  many  honorary,  not  enough  working  members,  lack  of 
competent  leaders,  failure  to  make  "  young  men  for  young  men  " 
the  leading  idea,  surplus  machinery  in  shape  of  too  costly  equip- 
ment, failure  to  give  every  man  something  to  do  and  selecting 
officers  as  mere  "  figure  heads." 

What  Branch  of  Anociation  Work  hen  afforded  mott  encourage- 
ment during  the  year?  Discussed  Thursday  morning.  Speaker* 
Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  of  Washington ;  Messrs.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  Pa. ; 
Moore,  of  Somerville,  Mass. ;  Baldwin,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y. ; 
Hayne,  of  Toronto,  Canada;  Cressey,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Geo. 
H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia ;  Sheaf,  of  Cincinnati ;  Emminger,  of 
Mansfield  Ohio ;  Glass  of  Baltimore ;  Miller,  of  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 
and  Weir,  of  N.  London,  Ct. 

Among  the  many  branches  of  the  work  named,  prominent  men- 
tion was  made  of  the  open  air  service.  Mr.  Hall  dwelt  upon  the 
success  that  bad  attended  these  services  in  Washington.    The 
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cause  of  this  was  the  personal  consecration  to  the  work  of  some 
thirty  men.  A  deep  impression  of  the  value  of  the  Association  had 
been  made  Sold  a  wealthy  Jew  to  Mr.  Hall,  "  I  differ  from  you 
in  many  points  but  such  a  good  work  as  this  ought  to  go  forward, 
If  you  want  money  call  on  me,  "  General  Sherman,  who  is  not  a 
professing  Christian  said  recently  :  "  It  is  a  burning  shame,  in- 
view  of  what  the  young  men  are  trying  to  do  in  this  city,  to  have 
them  beg  for  money." 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart,  said  it  was  In  going  into  the  highways  and 
byways  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  brethren  in  that  city  had  achieved 
[most. 

At  Toronto,  Canada,  a  meeting  held  every  Sunday  night  had 
been  remarkably  successful.  A  large  hall  was  regularly  filled  with 
street  loafers  and  large  numbers  of  other  non  church  goers. 
-  Cottage  meetings  in  Des  Moines  have  been  greatly  blessed  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

How  shall  we  best  impress  on  our  members  and  the  community  a 
conviction  of  the  permanency  of  these  Societies  t  Discussed  Thurs- 
day morning. 

Speakers.  Messrs.  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburgh  ;  C.  H.  Harvey,  of 
Erie ;  K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  111 ;  G.  E.  Davis  Burlington,  Vt. ; 
Thorn,  of  Cincinnati ;  Robinson,  of  Westerley,  B.  I.  and  Captain 
Wilkinson  of  Washington. 

To  convince  people  of  the  present  usefulness  and  paramount  im- 
portance of  the  Association  in  any  place  will  soonest  and  most  nat- 
urally lead  them  to  conclude  that  it  ought  to  be  made  and  treated 
as  a  permanency.  To  effect  this  each  member  must  bo  in  earnest 
to  do  Christ's  work. 

Let  this  interest  be  very  quickly  manifested  in  securing  a  build- 
ing for  the  Society.  On  this  point  Mr.  Burnell  gave  a  pertinent 
account  of  the  progress  made  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  toward  this 
much  desired  result.  We  will  make  further  mention  of  this  in  the 
discussion  on  buildings.  The  question  of  permanency  was  thus 
admirably  summed  up  by  Mr.  Thorn :  "  The  Apostles  were  once 
brought  before  a  great  Council,  and  in  that  Council  one  man  stood 
np  and  said :  '  Be  careful  what  you  do  with  these  men  ;  if  their 
work  be  of  God  it  must  prevail,  but  if  it  be  of  men  it  will  come  to 
nought.'  Just  so  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  Ii 
they  are  founded  on  Christ  they  must  stand." 

What  is  the  secret  of  securing  the  efficiency  of  Committees? 
Messrs.  B.  B.  McBurney,  of  New  York  ;  Small,  of  York,  Pa. ; 
Pond  of  Boston ;  Lovejoy,  of  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Hayne,  of  Toronto. 

We  must  labor  hard  for  this  efficiency,  said  Mr.  McBurney.  An 
efficient  President  is  needed  to  appoint  these  committees.  The 
Chairman  should  be  selected  and  instructed  carefully,  should  call 
members  together  once  a  month,  conduct  this  meeting  with  seri- 
ous purpose,  closing  it  promptly,  should  study  each  member,  call- 
ing them  together  socially,  and  should  invite  the  President  to 
meet  wiih  the  committee. 

The  general  monthly  meeting  of  associations  should  be  opened 
with  a  thorough  essay  on  the  work  of  each  committee. 

By  familiar  social  intercourse,  said  Mr.  Pond  of  Boston,  a  com- 
mittee will  become  more  manageable  and  efficient.  Above  all, 
young  men  consecrated  to  the  work  ore  indespensable. 

JIow  can  we  best  secure  Association  Buildings  f  Discussed  Friday. 

Mr.  G.  B.  Davis,  of  Burlington,  Vt.  said  he  could  only  speak  for 
■mall  towns,  and  advised  as  follows : — 1st,  consult  pastors  and 
Influential  men.  2d,  contract  no  debt,  form  no  stock  company,  but 
ask  for  and  insist  on  the  entire  amount  necessary. 

Mr.  Burnell  said  it  was  very  important  to  bring  home  to  Christian 
men  the  fact  that  their  promising  young  men  were  being  ruined 
in  the  saloons  and  rum  holes.  Christians  were  not  in  the  way  of 
knowing  the  facts,  and  were  often  amazed  to  find  what  sort  of 
young  men  were  there  being  ruined.  Once  awake  to  this,  they 
would  willingly  subscribe  for  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building.  Of  the  edi- 
fice in  Aurora,  Dl,  Mr.  Burnell  said  in  another  address: — ./Aurora 
has  13,000  inhabitants.  In  subscribing  (30  toward  the  rent  of  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  Booms,  a  merchant  said  "  I  had  rather  give  $100  for  a 
permanent  building."  On  this  hint,  about  $6,000  was  raised  for 
the  building.      A  gentleman  not  a  Christian  donated  a  lot  worth 


$3,000.     The  house  will  soon  bo  built      We  will  give  towns  of 
equal  size  in  Illinois  no  rest  till  they  do  likewise." 

Mr.  F.  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit,  announced  that  while  they  were 
holding  a  meeting  a  few  weeks  ago  in  that  city  to  plan  for  a  build- 
ing, one  of  their  wealthy  merchants  came  in  and  said  he  would 
give  $10,000. 

Mr.  Hinkley  told  how  in  Phila.,  through  the  labor  of  a  discreet 
canvasser,  they  obtained  $35,000  for  a  building,  and  $10,000  for  m 
library. 

The  Associations  of  America,  not  simply  isolated  organisations, 
engaged  in  a  local  work  but  charged  also,  with  the  duty  of  a  large 
and  important  service,  in  the  Savior's  name,  for  each  other,  and  for 
tlie  young  men  of  the  whole  continent. 

Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New  York,  opened  the  discussion,  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  this  sentiment  would  continue  to  grow  in 
strength,  till  it  should  exclude  all  nnbrotherly  clash  of  sentiment, 
and  till  the  weakest  association  in  the  land  shall  feel  itself  upheld. 
To  kindle  this  feeling  we  should  have  (1)  a  uniform  certificate  of 
life  membership,  (2)  a  formal  certificate  of  introduction,  (8)  a  pure- 
ly social  meeting  instead  of  a  formal  meeting  of  welcome  at  our 
conventions,  (4)  delegates  from  one  state  convention  to  another,  (6) 
general  adoption  of  the  Hymn  Book,  (0)  the  Association  Monthly 
in  the  hands  of  every  member,  (7)  universal  observance  of  the  day 
of  Prayer. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Malone,  of  Louisville,  Ky.  was  then  introduced  as 
one  who  on  his  way  here  hod  for  the  first  time  crossed  the  Ohio  river. 
He  spoke  very  encouragingly  of  the  readiness  of  the  people  of  the 
South  to  welcome  messengers  from  us.  Better  acquaintance  with  one 
another  is  what  is  needed.  Visit  us  in  your  Christian  cordiality,  and 
the  South  will  soon  be  alive  with  Associations. 

"The  importance  of  embracing  German  young  men  in  our  efforts 
for  the  increase  of  asiociotions.  tlie  cJiaracter  and  success  of  such  as 
have  heretofore  been  made,  and  the  best  plans  for  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work, 

A  very  eloquent  speech  from  Bev.  J.  W.  Stuckenberg,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  opened  this  discussion.  He  protested  against  stigmatiz- 
ing the  Germans  as  universally  "  infidels,  beer  drinkers."  Such 
wholesale  undiscriminating  charges  alienated  the  very  class  we 
wished  to  conciliate  and  win  to  Christ.  Mr.  S.  then  paid  an  elo- 
quent tribute  to  the  national  virtues  of  the  German  character, 
showing  how  they  were  the  complement  of  those  peculiar  to  Amer- 
icans. He  urged  not  only  the  formation  of  German  societies, 
but  the  welcoming  of  Germans  to  English  speaking  associations. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Bertram,  of  St.  Louis,  gave  an  encouraging  account  of 
the  association  in  that  city.  Mr.  Weidensall,  Col.  Ray,  of  Indianap- 
olis, Mr.  Burnell,  and  others  warmly  seconded  the  remarks  that 
had  been  made,  and  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  of  Washington,  moved 
a  resolution  which  was  carried,  embodying  these  views. 

"  How  to  organize  and  keep  alive  associations  in  small  towns  and 
vUloges"  was  discussed  Saturday  afternoon,  by  Mr.  Moore  of  Som- 
erville  Mass.,  and  fourteen  other  speakers.  Work,  hard  work,  is 
the  first  essential,  while  means  are  to  be  endlessly  varied  to  meet 
exigencies  in  different  localities  The  prayer  meeting  in  the  rooms 
and  from  house  to  house,  open  air  services  and  the  Sunday  School 
were  among  the  agencies  emphasized 

We  have  not  space  this  month  for  fuller  mention  of  this  inter- 
esting discussion.  Like  all  the  others  it  was  stirring  and  animated 
by  an  earnest  purpose  in  all  who  spoke.  We  believe  the  effects  of 
these  discussions  will  be  felt  in  the  invigoration  of  many  Associa- 
tions. To  the  question  box  of  the  Convention  we  will  call  atten- 
tion at  a  future  time. 

The  Prates  Meetings. 

What  gave  vitality  and  power  to  the  discussions  and  all  the 
exercises  of  the  convention  was  the  meetings  for  prayer  which  pre- 
ceded every  session.  The  Lord  was  manifestly  there  to  bless 
and  spiritually  strengthened  the  brethren,  met  in  convention, 
fitted  for  their  work,  while  to  all  who  attended  them,  these  precious 
seasons  were  a  means  of  grace.  We  have  hope  that  the  seed  of 
truth  there  planted  will  ripen  into  a  glorious  spiritual  harvest. 
Evening  Sessions. 

From  these  Sessions  business  matters  were  excluded.  Thought 
and  speech  was  concentrated  on  the  vital  themes :  How  to  reach 
young  men  coming  to  our  cities.  How  shall  young  men  be  brought 
to  Christ.  How  to  carry  the  Ootpel  to  young  men  who  will  not  come 
to  hear  it.  On  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  evenings,  the  crowd- 
ed audiences  that  overflowed  the  Academy  and  filled  the  neigh- 
boring church,  the  best  workers  and  speakers  in  the  convention 
gave  the  results  of  their  experience,  while  they  also  invited  and 
entreated  the  many  unconverted  before  them  to  come  to  the  Saviour. 
To  reach  young  men,  said  Mr.  Fisher  of  Washington  quoting  a  re- 
mark of  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  "  Oo  for  them."  The  Saviour  come  to 
seek  and  save  the  lost,  urged  Mr.  Moody.    We  must  go  and  seek 
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them  oat  and  everybody  must  do  something.  We  are  not  able  to  re- 
port here  all  in  the  way  of  incident  and  eloquent  appeal  that  was 
heard  on  these  mounts  of  privilege  and  communion. 

Before  speaking  of  the  Farewell  Meeting  a  few  items  of  business 
must  be  enumerated. 

Three  Delegates  from  the  young  converts  Association  were  re- 
ceived on  Friday,  and  after  giving  accounts  of  their  work  as  we 
have  elsewhere  described  it,  were  invited  to  sit  as  correaponding 
members. 

Telegrams  from  General  O.  O.  Howard  and  Dr.  John  Hall  were 
appreciatively  received  as  also  was  a"  cordial  letter  of  salutation 
from  Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  Secretary  of  the  London  Association. 

Open  air  herviees  were  held  in  two  places  each  evening,  and 
crowds  attended.  A  number  asked  the  prayers  of  God's  people  and 
some  we  trust  were  converted. 

The  next  convention  was  invited  to  meet  in  both  Erie  and  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa ,  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  in  Washington  D.  C.  The 
invitation  to  the  latter  place  was  after  courteous  debate  unani- 
nously  accepted. 

The  EvangelicalA  Uiance  and  its  approaching  World's  Conference 
in  New  York  were  spoken  of  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Havemeyer  of  N.  T.  and  on 
motion  of  Hon.  Felet  Brunot  of  Pittsburg,  it  was  resolved  to  com- 
mend the  conference  to  the  prayers  and  co-operation  of  the  T.  M . 
C.  A.  and  to  instruct  the  executive  committee  to  arrange  if  possible 
for  the  presentation  before  the  Conference  of  a  paper  on  our  Asso- 
ciation work. 

The  Organization  of  Association*  in  our  colleges  and  universities 
was  urgently  recommended  in  a  resolution  offered  by  Prof.  A.  K. 
Spence,  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
convention. 

Laymen's  Institutes  were  warmly  advocated  as  educators  of  lay 
Christians  at  work  for  the  Master.  The  character  of  the  institutes 
however,  was  not  accurately  defined,  many  seeming  to  under- 
stand them  to  be  "  Semi-Theological  Institutions"  liable  to  create 
class  distinctions  among  us.  The  convention  declined  to 
endorse  their  establishment. 

A  capital  suggestion  was  made  by  Mr.  Moody  toward  the  close 
of  the  convention  ,viz :  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested 
before  the  next  convention  to  select  some  of  the  ablest  laymen 
and  ministers  to  discuss  certain  questions  at  the  next  General  Con- 
vention and  that  the  programme  be  arranged  and  announced  sev- 
eral months  beforehand  so  that  it  may  be  widely  known  and 
appreciated. 

The  following  State  and  Provincial  corresponding  members 
wore  appointed : 


Me.— Henry  H.  Borrow,  Portland. 
~l.—B.  0.  Blunt.  Nnshen. 


_.  B.  Douglass  Bratttaboro. 
mmmt.—h.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston. 
R.  I.— X.  R.  Holden,  Providence. 
Ct— N.  Poller,  New  London. 
Mew  York— J.  I.  Plett,  Ponghreepste. 
".  Carlton,  Elisabeth. 


-W.J. 


2J.J.- 

Pa.— Thomas  K.  Crce,  Pittsbnrg. 
Maryland— D.  W.  Olaes-Baltlmore. 
D.  C.— George  A.  Hall,  Washington. 
W.  V^-A.  F.  Olbbona,  Parkersburg. 
B.  C— V.  C.  Dibble,  Charleston. 
Kantacky,— John  L.  Wheat,  Louisville. 
Ohio— H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati. 


Indlnna— J.  B.  Brandt,  Indianapolis. 
Dllnols— E.  Wilson.  Springfield. 
Missouri— Thomas  Marshall,  Bt.  Loads. 
Michigan— Silas  Farmer,  Detroit. 
Wisconsin— J.  H.  Cowles,  Madison. 
Nebraska— W.  K.  Bentley,  Omaha. 
Iowa— Oeonre  B.  Ransom,  Dobnqoe. 
Minn.— W.  O.  maker,  Minneapolis. 
California— K.  J.  Trumbull,  San  Frano'o. 
Kansas— Wm.  Dill. 

Snobec— J.  B.  Doogall,  Montreal 
ntario—  Wm.  Anderson  Toronto. 
Nova  Scotia— James  Farqnhar,  Halifax. 
New  Bronswlck— J.  Clawson,  St.  Johns. 
Prince  Ed.  I.— W.  Beard,  (Jharlottstown. 

FAREWELL  MEETING. 

A  timely  and  refreshing  shower  cooled  the  heated  air  of  Indian- 
apolis, on  the  afternoon  of  the  Lord's  day  June  30th.  The  acade- 
my was  crowded  to  overflowing  and  the  neighboring  church  was 
filled,  where  Geo.  H.  Stuart  presided. 

In  the  Academy,  Major  W.  Frew  of  Pittsburgh  ;  Bev.  S.  B. 
Barnitz,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  Hon.  Chauncey  Olds,  of  Ohio ;  Bev. 
Geo.  Douglass,  of  Toronto,  Canada ;  Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand 
Bapids,  Mich. ;  Mr.  Alfred  Wicks,  of  Brooklyn ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Field, 
Bev.  Dr.  Harper  and  Col.  J.  W.  Bay,  of  Indianapolis  ;  and  Mr.  D. 
W.  Moody,  and  Mr.  Thane  Miller  made  the  farewell  addressees. 
The  last  two  speakers  urged  the  speedy  erection  in  Indianapolis  of 
•  building  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  proposition  that  was  well 
received. 

After  a  few  appropriate  farewell  words  from  President  Maclean, 
Mr.  L.  J.  Rowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  moved : 

"That the  Fifteenth  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  now 
adjourn,  to  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C,  pursuant  to  call  of  the 
Executive  Committee." 

It  was  carried  and  the  President  pronounced  the  convention 
adjourned  sine  die. 

The  closing  scene  was  an  impressive  one  and  the  vast  audience 
even  at  that  late  hour  tarried,  as  the  brethren  left  their  seats  and 
stood  together  on  the  spacious  platform.  Then  followed  the  shak- 
ing of  hands  amid  songs  of  praise  and  consecration  to  the  Mas- 
ter. A  simple  few  words  of  earnest  prayer  were  uttered  by 
Mr.  K.  A.  Bumell,  all  at  the  close  uniting  heart  and  voice  in 
repeating  the  Lord's  prayer.  With  these  words  of  the  Master  on 
our  ll^s  wo  parted,  having  received  from  Him  as  we  hope,  a  new 
inspiration  to  labor  untiringly  in  all  the  blessed  service  that  His 
lovo  appoints. 


THE  WEEK  DAY  CONSECRATED. 

A  distinctive  characteristic  of  the  Association  is,  that  it  fol- 
lows a  man  with  its  religious  influence  and  practical  work  into 
the  week.  The  Church  is  emphatically  associated  with  the 
Lord's  day.  It  is  then  that  its  doors  are  open,  its  pulpits 
vocal,  and  its  various  instrumentalities  in  active  operation^ 
This  the  Association  acknowledges,  and  on  that  day  either  co- 
operates with  the  Church,  or  leaves  it  exclusively  to  occupy  the 
field.  But  then  follow  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  the 
rest  ot  the  secular  part  of  the  week.  The  need  has  long  boon 
felt,  of  some  active,  practical  means  of  keeping  alive  the  flame 
kindled  upon  the  Lord's  day.  The  pastor  and  Sunday  School 
teacher  realize  the  odds  against  which  the  impressions  made 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week  have  to  contend.  It  has  been  urged 
that  our  Churches  should  be  open  daily  that  so  they  might  be 
influentially  identified  with  ordinary  life.  We  dont  forget  the 
prayer  meeting  as  an  intervening  means  of  grace.  But  this 
docs  not  attract  and  impress  as  it  ought. 

The  Association,  however,  connects  itsclf'with  a  man's  every 
day  life.  It  is  to  the  remaining  six  days  of  the  week  what  tho 
Church  is  to  the  first.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  suggest  any  invid- 
ious comparison  between  the  Church  and  the  Association.  The 
latter  is  only  one  of  its  forms  of  activity  in  which  the  Church 
operates,  and  manifests  its  power. 

By  the  blessing  of  God,  the  Association  serves  as  the  moral 
sentinel  of  the  Christian,  in  his  exposures  during  the  w*eck  of  sec- 
ular employment  and  temptation.  It  is  as  a  protecting  angel 
in  the  burning,  fiery  furnace,  where  God's  children  are  compel- 
led to  walk.  By  suitable,  unobtrusive  means  it  follows  a  man 
into  the  whirl  of  business — then  to  his  boarding  house.  It  is 
ready  with  counsel,  sympathy  and  admonition  at  any  hour  of 
any  day.  It  provides  for  one's  leisure,  especially  for  the  even- 
ings, when  so  many  ensnaring  influences  are  abroad.  It  invites 
to  multiplied  ways  of  recreation  but  never  without  the  restrain- 
ing influence  of  Christian  principle.  It  consecrates  each  day 
with  its  prayer  meeting,  and  often  closes  the  evening  with  the 
hymn,  the  Word  and  prayer 

The  feature  we  have  noticed  may  not  be  so  readily  nor  as 
fully  appreciated  by  those  who  enjoy  a  home  to  guard  their 
every  day  life,  as  by  those  that  are  denied  that  sanctuary.  But 
for  all  who  came  within  its  power,  the  Association  is,  we  are 
firmly  persuaded,  accomplishing  a  most  important  work  in  its 
sacred  influence  upon  the  secular  days  of  the  week. 


ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  PAPER. 

As  our  readers  will  notice,  we  have  not  reduced  the  paper 
this  month  to  its  original  dimensions,  24  pages.  We  still  offer 
them  two  additional  pages  of  reading  matter,  devoting  the 
rest  of  our  space  to  advertising.  It  is  hoped  however,  that 
our  members,  in  response  to  the  call  of  the  late  Convention, 
will  speedily  increase  our  subscription  list,  so  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  diminish  the  columns  of  advertising. 

Feeling  confident  of  their  co-operation,  we  shall  begin  this 
reduction  in  the  August  number,  which  will  contain  less  ad- 
vertising than  the  present  paper.  We  do  this  believing  that 
speedy  and  substantial  aid  in  our  work  will  be  received  before 
the  end  of  the  summer.  * 


Five  active  members  of  the  Halifax  Association,  were  lost  on 
the  ill-fated  steamer,  City  of  Boston,  viz:  Mr.  A.  K.  Dowell, 
Vice  President  of  the  Halifax  Association,  and  favorably  known 
at  the  Portland  Convention  for  his  many  estimable  qualities, 
Messrs.  John  Young,  Jas.  Alien,  Wm.  Murray,  and  Capt.  Wm. 
Forbes. 
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THE  WORLD'S  CONFERENCE  POSTPONED. 
The  World's  Conference  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, announced  to  meet  in  Amsterdam  next  August,  has 
been  postponed  till  the  year  1871.  One  of  the  reasons  that  led 
to  this  was  the  sudden  and  serious  illness  of  Mr.  Van  Ooster- 
wijk  Bruyn,  of  Amsterdam,  on  whose  exertions  depended  much 
of  the  work  of  organization  and  preparation.  This  sad  cause 
of  delay  is  even  more  to  be  regretted  than  the  postponement 
itself,  for  Mr.  Bruyn,  by  his  devoted  efforts  in  behalf  of 
the  association  work  on  the  continent  of  Europe  has  endeared 
himself  to  all  interested  in  the  cause. 


A  few  of  the  delegates  from  the  East  while  passing  through 
Cincinnati  on  their  way  to  their  homes,  were  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  Henry  Prcbasco,  Esq.,  at  his  beautiful  country  seat  at 
Clifton,  in  the  suburbs  of  that  city. 

An  afternoon  was  spent  in  studying  the  fine  paintings  by 
foreign  artists,  the  elegant  sculpture  and  beautiful  mosaics 
with  which  the  house  seems  filled.  The  library,  which  is 
especially  rich  in  early  copies  of  the  bible,  both  printed  and  in 
manuscript,  attracted  particular  attention. 


§'mm  ash  tjjrir  (Sifts. 

Tub  liberal  bequest  of  the  late  James  B.  Laing,  of  this  city,  by 
which  Rutgers  College  was  to  have  been  greatly  benefitted  pecun- 
iarily, has  been  declared  void  by  the  Supreme  Court,  on  account  of 
the  indefinite  terms  of  the  deceased's  will,  and  other  legal  obstruc- 
tions.   Give  while  you  live. 

Wjc.  J.  McAirrjf  k,  late  President  of  the  American  Society  of 
Engineers,  has  given  it  his  professional  library,  consisting  of  sev- 
eral thousand  volumes,  for  the  use  of  resident  and  visiting  Engi 
neers  in  New  York. 

The  Trustees  of  the  N.  Y.  Episcopal  General  Seminary  have 
accepted  from  Mr.  Andrew  Wilson,  Jr.,  of  Westchester  county,  a 
gift  of  SO  acres  of  land  in  Grand  Park  as  the  site  for  their  contem- 
plated new  college. 

Mb.  Hobacb  Fairbanks,  of  St.  Johnsbury,  Yt.,  has  nearly 
completed  a  library  building,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000,  and  ordered 
$8,000  worth  of  valuable  books,  intending  to  present  the  whole  to 
the  town  for  public  use. 

The  late  Charles  H.  Leonard,  of  Rochester,  Mass.,  an  extensive 
oil  merchant,  among  his  many  bequests,  left  $1,000  for  the 
improvement  of  the  cemetery,  and  $5,000  to  the  Congregational 
society  there. 

Mb.  Philip  Nolliston,  of  Springfield,  O,  recently  gave  $500 
towards  the  erection  of  the  Lutheran  Church  there.  He  himsell 
belongs  to  another  denomination. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  Edward  Y.  Bright,  of  Snnbury,  Pa.,  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  will  receive  in  due  time,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  or  more. 

Mbs.  Dr.  Ely,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  recently  presented  to  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  that  place  a  fine  Meneely  bell  of  2,000 
pounds,  as  a  memorial  offering. 

A  deacon  in  the  Congregational  church  at  Hampetead,  N.  H., 
has  offered  it  a  gift  of  $3,000,  to  be  held  as  a  fund  so  long  as  the 
pastor's  salary  shall  be  paid  promptly. 

Thk  amount  left  by  the  late  Hugh  Eraser,  of  Montreal,  for  a 
free  public  library  in  that  city,  is  stated  to  be  over  $150,000. 

Mb.  C.  H.  Dickenson,  of  Fairport,  N.  Y,  recently  deceased,  gave 
just  before  his  death,  $10,000  toward  the  endowment  of  Oberlin 
Theological  Seminary. 

Mb.  John  Welsh,  of  Philadelphia,  has  presented  the  Episco- 
pal Hospital  in  that  city,  with  $18,000,  with  which  to  cancel  its 
debts. 


Irmrtiut  Sttnu. 

Burglaries  made  easy.  The  recent  manufacture  of  oxy- 
gen gas  on  a  commercial  scale  and  the  facility  with  which  it  can 
be  compressed  into  cylinders,  and  transported  from  one  place  to 
another,  has  suggested  its  use  for  a  purpose  little  anticipated.  The 
thief  in  the  night  can  place  himself  in  front  of  a  safe  with  his  two 
cylinders  of  compressed  hydrogen  and  oxygen,  and,  with  an  oxy- 
hydrogen  blow-pipe,  can  in  a  few  seconds,  burn  holes  of  any  size 
in  the  hardest  metal  that  was  ever  Invented.  The  light  from  the 
burning  metal  would  be  the  only  source  of  annoyance  to  the  burg- 
lar for  the  noise  could  hardly  be  heard  through  the  walls.  It  is 
evident  that  the  only  safety  is  in  keeping  the  burglar  out,  for 
this  fire  drill  will  in  a  few  minutes  work  its  way  into  the  strongest 
safe  that  was  ever  constructed.  The  interposition  of  solid  stone 
between  the  sheets  of  metal  might  occasion  some  embarassment; 
yet  the  lock  can  be  easily  burnt  off  so  as  to  expose  its  mechanism, 
and  thus  enable  the  burglar  to  slide  the  bolts.  "  What  next?"  is 
the  pertinent  inquiry  of  the  "  Scientific  American  "  from  which  we 
take  the  above  1 

The  Latest  Excavations  in  Pompeii.  The  Qiormai- 
di  NapoUot  March  26th,  states  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  royal  visit  to 
Pompeii,  on  the  proceeding  day  excavations  were  made  in  some 
houses  and  a  variety  of  treasures  were  found,  viz.:  a  large  number  of 
objects  in  terra  cotta,  iron,  and  bronze,  a  beautifully  chiselled  silver 
cup,  a  very  rare  glass  oil  lamp,  a  still  rarer  and  perhaps  unique 
object  consisting  of  a  small  terra  cotta  cup  with  a  metallic  cup 
inside  containing  a  night  lamp  like  those  in  modern  use,  a  large 
gladiator's  sword,  with  the  metallic  portions  of  the  scabbard; 
many  copper  and  silver  coins  of  the  time  of  Vespasian,  and  an 
amphora  full  of  small  onions  near  the  skeleton  of  a  woman.  The 
skeleton  of  a  man  was  also  discovered,  holding  a  pick-axe  in  one 
hand,  an  iron  bar  in  the  other  and  with  many  bronze  objects  scat- 
tered at  his  feet,  near  a  wall  which  had  been  probably  broken 
through. 

Golden  Statistics.  A  cubic  inch  of  gold  is  worth  (at  $19 
per  ounce)  about  $200,  in  gold  ;  a  cubic  foot,  $855,000  and  a  cubio 
yard,  $96,000,000.  The  amount  of  gold  in  existence  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Christian  era,  is  estimated  to  be  247  millions  of 
dollars;  at  the  period  of  the  discovery  of  America,  it  had  diminished 
to  57  millions  of  dollars ;  after  the  occurrence  of  that  event  it  gradu- 
ally increased,  and  in  1000,  it  attained  to  100  millions ;  in  1700,  850 
millions  ;  in  1800,  1125  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  the  present 
time,  the  amount  is  said  to  be  equal  to  $6,000,000,000,  which 
molded  into  one  mass,  could  be  contained  in  a  cube  of  26  feet 
$4,000,000,000,  is  thought  to  be  in  coin  and  bullion  1,000  million 
in  watches,  and  the  remainder  in  jewelery,  plate,  &c. 

Cars  Cheaply  Seated.  Mr.  Berchau  has  earned  a  brilliant 
ring  from  the  Empress  of  Russia,  by  a  device  for  warming  a  whole 
train  of  railway  carriages  without  expense.  Great  beat  is  pro- 
duced by  the  friction  of  the  axletrees  in  the  boxes  of  the  wheels 
of  railway  carriages.  A  few  disks  attatched  to  the  axletrees  of  the 
carriages  by  friction  with  suitable  apparatus,  generate  enongh 
heat  to  warm  all  the  carriages  pleasantly  without  appreciable 
cost,  an  invention  as  simple  and  admirable  as  it  is  inexpensive. 


"You  abb  now  at  a  TiHB  of  Life  at  which  the  passions 
subside.  Fortune  has  hitherto  frowned  upon  you ;  you  must 
now  beware  of  her  tmilet.  Prosperity  tries  the  human  heart 
with  the  deepest  probe,  and  draws  forth  the  hidden  character 
— We  struggle  with  adversity  but  success  disarms  ns  " — Speteh 
of  OaiUa  on  the  adoption  of  Peto  at  hi*  ton  and  tueeettor. 

God  can  render  none  miserable  but  those  whom  He  finds  sinners. 
Let  us  apply  this  to  ourselves  when  in  affliction,  but  not  unto 
others,  or  to  their  personal  faults. 

"It  will  be  great  presumption  to  go  to  the  utmost  bounds  of 
what  is  allowed,  because  the  bounds  which  separate  what  is  allowed 
and  forbidden  aro  ofton  not  perceived."-^ Bithop  Wilton. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


ES™  For  this  department  we  uk  contributions  from  tbe  brethren  In  ell  onr  As- 
sociations. Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come:— 

1,  New  features  In  the-work. 

2,  News  of  Conventions. 
8,  Interesting  Incidents. 

«,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5,  Commanttles  awakened. 

6,  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7,  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  hava  been  achieved, 
nrcommnnlcations  for  any  Number  should  reach  our  offloe  before  the  middle 

of  the  month  proceeding  that  in  which  each  number  appears . 


AT  HOME. 
Good  News  from  Iowa.  The  President  of  the  last  Iowa 
T.  M.  C.  A.  Convention,  Mr.  F.  J.  Cressoy,  on  his  return  from  a 
recent  journey  in  that  State  'writes :  "  At  Burlington,  a  place  not 
represented  at  our  State  Convention,  I  found  a  wide-awake  Associ- 
ation of  over  one  hundred  members.  I  attended  their  annual 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  largest  hall  in  the  place.  Over 
six  hundred  were  present,  and  scores  left  for  want  of  seats. 
Reports  read  showed  the  Association  to  be  an  active  working  one. 
At  Decorah,  in  northern  Iowa,  I  found  a  young  Association,  so 
young  and  quiet  in  its  workings,  I  did  not  know  of  its  existence. 
Over  the  door  of  its  hall  I  noticed  T.  P.  C.  A.,  the  Association 
admitting  women  on  an  equal  footing  with  men.  They  therefore 
use  the  word  People's  Instead  of  men  in  their  name.  It  is  an  exam- 
ple that  seems  to  most  of  us  in  Iowa  worthy  of  imitation.  The 
Decorah  Association  has  sixty  members,  has  opened  a  reading 
room,  and  holds  weekly  meetings  for  prayer.  At  Council  Bluffs, 
Des  Moines  and  Dubuque,  I  found  the  Associations  earnestly  work- 
ing for  the  Master.  From  other  parts  of  the  State,  I  am  pleased 
to  hear  good  reports.  Iowa,  is  certainly  waking  up,  and  in  due 
time,  will,  I  believe,  exert  a  mighty  influence  on  the  side  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

Activity  in  New  Haven.  Testimonial  from  Allingtown. 
The  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  New  Haven,  after  sustaining  through  the 
winter  months  preaching  services  in  Music  Hall  to  the  masses. 
began  open-air  services  at  the  State  House.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
places  in  the  country  for  such  meetings,  being  very  central,  with 
seats  for  some  two  hundred  persons  on  the  steps,  and  a  large  level 
tract  where  six  or  eight  thousand  persons  can  get  within  hearing 
distance.  Three  such  services  have  already  been  held,  with  ten 
or  twelve  hundred  present.  The  different  ministers  of  the  city 
preach  in  turn.  A  smaller  open-air  service  is  also  held  every  Sun- 
day at  Long  Wharf  among  the  sailors.  The  noonday  prayer- 
meetings  are  very  interesting,  and  there  is  a  meeting  every  evening 
at  the  rooms  of  the  Association. 

A  fruitful  prayer  meeting  has  been  held  for  a  year  by  members  of 
this  Association  in  the  schoolhouse  of  Allingtown.  Those  who  at  first 
went  to  scoff  have  remained  to  pray ;  conversions  have  resulted.  On 
June  8d,  the  first  Anniversary  of  the  meeting  was  celebrated  in 
the  crowded  and  decorated  school  house.  Near  the  close,  Mr.  Wm 
Pomeroy,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Allingtown,  presented  to  the 
Association  a  large  and  beautiful  Bible.  On  the  cover,  in  gilt 
letters,  was  the  following  inscription.  "Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  from  friends  in  Allingtown,"  and  inside  was  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  An  offering  of  affection  and  gratitude,  to  the  members 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New  Haven,  for  their- 
labors  and  self-sacrifice  in  Allingtown  during  the  past  year.  We 
never  can  repay  the  debt,  but, '  When  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall 
appear,  ye  shall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away." 
"Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  dueseason.we  shall 
reap  if  we  faint  not."  Allingtown,  June  8d,  1870."  The  President 
responded  appropriately  for  the  Association. 

The  Work  in  Richmond,  Va.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  held  their  annual  meeting  May  19th.  Judge  Beverly 
B,  Wellford,  Jr,  was  chosen  President,  Messrs.  M.  M.  Gilliam  and 


W.  O.  Brown,  Secretaries,  and  Messrs.  E.  D.  Starke,  W.  T.  Daniel 
W.  M.  Woodward,  0.  M.  Marshall,  S.  Edwards,  Directors. 
The  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  eminently  du- 
and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  ladies  of  Richmond  for  their  kipd 
and  Christian  interest  manifested  in  the  prosperity  of  this  Associa- 
tion, and  especially  for  their  handsome  donation  during  the  past 
year. 

Retained.  That  the  Association  approve  and  commend  the 
action  of  the  directory  in  providing  a  parlor  adjoining  the  library 
rooms  for  the' accommodation  of  the  ladies,  and  that  a  cordial  and 
earnest  invitation  is  extended  for  the  freqeunt  visits  of  our  fair 
friends  and  their  liberal  use  of  the  library. 

The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 
Association: 

Members,  subscriptions,  contributions,  &o $  788  68 

LadlesFair 1,488  42 


$8,249  85 
Expenditures 2,667  17 

Leaving  a  balance  of. . $  683  18 

Judge  Wellford,  in  his  interesting  address,  states  that  the  Libra- 
ry has  been  increased  by  8,662  volumes. 

At  Montgomery,  Ala.  A  public  meeting  was  held  Sun* 
day,  May  29th,  to  consider  the  project  of  founding  an  Association, 
Great  interest  in  the  work  was  elicited  and  it  is  confidently  hoped 
that  a  vigorous  Association  will  result  from  this  effort.  A  Chris- 
tian brother  from  the  north,  who  was  present,  spoke  and  was  very 
cordially  received,  writes :  "  I  had  not  a  friend  here  in  the  morning 
and  was  really  feeling  that  there  was  a  sort  of  barrier  between  me 
and  the  Southern  people.  Now  I  have  a  hundred  warm,  loving 
friends  and  this  evening  as  we  came  out  on  the  church  steps  I  was 
almost  melted  to  tears  by  the  kind  way  in  which  they  gathered 
around  and  greeted  me.  There  could  be  no  enmity  between  the 
north  and  south,  if  Christian  men.  met  in  prayer,  had  the  adjust- 
ment of  national  difficulties." 

Caring  for  the  Sunday  School.  Tie  Sunday  BeJioo 
Workman,  states  that  our  Association  in  Albany,  have  fitted  up 
their  "  ladies  parlor  "  with  bookshelves  and  a  large  study  table,  as 
a  reading  room  and  library,  for  the  use  of  Sunday  School  teach- 
ers. Here  are  to  be  found  commentaries,  books  of  Bible  illustra- 
tion and  refferenoe,  good  maps  and  atlases,  a  blackboard,  a  ques- 
tion box,  into  which  slips  of  paper,  with  questions  or  subjects  for 
discussion  written  upon  them,  may  be  dropped,  and  other  conven- 
ient Sunday  school  apparatus.  Files  of  the  most  valuable  teachers' 
papers  aid  the  work  monthly  in  the  hall  of  the  Association  ;  there 
will  be  lectures,  essays,  discussions  or  conversations  on  Sunday 
school  topics.  The  whole  is  under  the  management  of  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Association,  styled  the  Committee  of  the  Sunday-school 
Department.  This  department  was  formally  ^opened  on  Monday 
evening,  April  35th.  Addresses  were  made  by  Bev.  Dr.  Elmendort, 
of  Albany,  and  Bev.  Alfred  Taylor,  of  New  York. 

Association  Within  the  Church.  We  take  from  tho 
columns  of  the  "  Record  of  Christian  Work "  of  Philadelphia, 
accounts  of  the  two  following  Church  Y.  M.  C.  Associations. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Philadel- 
phia, Mr.  A.  R.  Perkins,  Jr.  President,  was  organized  in  October, 
1869,  by  young  men  belonging  to  the  congregation.  They  employ 
a  missionary,  who  visits  the  entire  neighborhood  of  the  church, 
holding  a  mission  prayer  meeting  in  the  Sabbath  school  room, 
every  Thursday  evening.  A  committee  inquires  into  all  cases  of 
destitution  reported.  A  Committee  on  strangers  care  for  young ' 
men  that  come  to  the  church,  making  them  feel  at  home.  The 
temperance  cause  is  a  prominent  feature  in  the  Association,  and  is 
in  charge  of  a  committee  who  look  after  the  work.  A  young  men  'h 
prayer  meeting  is  held  every  Saturday  evening  in  the  young  men's 
room,  in  the  basement  of  the  church. 
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Remarkable  Growth  in  Pennsylvania.  So  extraor- 
dinary has  been  the  Increase  in  number  and  activity  of  the  Associ- 
ations in  Pennsylvania,  the  past  season,  that  the  State  Executive 
Committee  have  issued  a  small  pamphlet  entitled  "  Our  Work  and 
How  it  Is  done,"  being  a  report  of  the  work  in  the  State,  accom- 
panied by  suggestions  and  documents  which  will  aid  all  engaged 
in  originating  or  inaugerafing  Associations.  Sixty  Associations 
are  reported  in  detail.  Thirty-Bve  towns  are  enumerated  with 
which  the  committee  are  corresponding  with  a  view  to  organize  an 
Association.  Prior  to  the  Williamsport  State  Convention  last  fall 
there  were  but  27  Associations  in  the  State.  Soon  the  number  will 
be  increased  to  one  hundred.  The  details  given  of  each  Associa- 
tion are  very  instructive  reading  for  those  desiring  to  be  informed 
on  the  subject,  while  the  description  that  follows  of  the  different 
branches  and  kinds  of  work  in  which  the  brethren  are  so  actively 
engaged  throughout  the  country,  will  point  out  very  clearly  to 
those  interested  how  they  can  inaugurate  or  work  efficiently  their 
own  Associations.  The  committee  deserve  well  of  all  friends 
of  the  work,  for  their  enterprise  and  fidelity,  not  only  in 
prosecuting  the  work  with  extraordinary  vigor,  bat  also  in 
placing  Before  the  brethren  every  where,  this  instructive  record 
with  its  admirable  commentary.  The  pamphlet  may  be  secured 
by  sending  to  Thos.  K.  Cree,  Esq.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Chairman  o/ 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  State  and  untiringly  active  in  the 
good  work. 

A  Laymen's  Theological  Institute.  At  Cincinnati, 
some  weeks  ago  occurred  the  following  closing  exercises  of  the 
second  course  of  lectures  of  the  Laymen's  Institute  in  the  rooms 
of  the  Young  Hen's  Christian  Association. 

The  lecture  was  given  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  Morris,  of  Lane  Seminary, 
on  the  relations  between  laymen  and  the  ministry  in  the  common 
work  of  preaching  the  Gospel. 

He  traced  carefully  and  ably  the  tendencies  of  the  times  in  the 
direction  of  the  utilization  of  the  lay  element,  heartily  indorsing  it. 
He  said,  however,  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  it  was  best  to 
create  a  class  of  lay  preachers.  The  labor  he  believes  should  be 
unprofessional.  He  considered  it  highly  desirable  that  means 
should  be  devised  for  some  more  methodical  effort  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  lay  element. 

Dr.  Morris  having  concluded.  Major  Lloyd,  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  matter,  submitted  a  report  setting  forth 
the  tendencies  of  the  times,  and  the  duties  incumbent  on  the  laity 
oi  the  present  day,  and  recommending  a  constitution  for  the  organ- 
ization of  a  permanent  Laymen's  Evangelistic  or  Theological 
Institute. 

We  hope  to  report  at  a  future  time  the  formation  of  such  an 
institute,  the  provisions  of  its  constitution  and  method  of  working. 

Visiting  The  Sick.— The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Visitation  of  the  Sick  of  the  Manchester,  N.  H., 
Association : 

No.  of  eases  attended  by  Committoe 16 

No.  helped  financially 4 

Amount  paid  out $12  60 

No.  of  visits  made 120 

Watchers  furnished 84 

Deaths  in  cases  attended  and  funerals  assisted 8 

Mr.  John  8.  Maclean,  permanent  presiding  officer  of  the 
late  convention  at  Indianapolis  was  for  fourteen  years  an  active 
member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  for  some  time  its 
faithful,  efficient,  and  honored  President.  He  was  last  month  pub- 
licly presented  with  a  gold  watch,  by  the  members  of  the  Associa 
tion,  as  a  testimonal  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the  many  and 
valuable  services  he  had  rendered  them  in  the  work  and  caur  e  in 
which  they  were  engaged. 


A  Prayer  Meeting  Becomes  an  Association.    The 

President  of  the  Association  in  West  Berlin,  Ct.,  writes  : 

"  We  have  a  Christian  Association  hero  for  the  social,  mental, 
and  moral  benefit  of  young  people.  It  is  away  from  any  large 
place  or  even  village  of  any  kind.  Nearly  three  years  ago  we 
organized  a  young  peoplo's  prayer  meeting,  going  from  house  to 
house  every  Saturday  evening  with  some  young  member  for  our 
leader.  Last  autumn  we  more  formally  organized  ourselves  into  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  during  the  first  winter  have  held  a  weekly  prayer 
meeting,  and  a  monthly  literary  meeting,  consisting  of  discussions 
upon  moral  and  religious  questions,  essays  and  recitations.  Wo 
have  distributed  some  tracts  among  the  unconverted  people  of  the 
neighborhood.  I  am  strongly  convinced  that  Aseoeiational  mis- 
sionary work,  ought  to  be  done  in  every  rural  district  of  our  land, 
and  I  pray  every  Christian  laborer  of  the  country  may  do  his  aharo 
of  work  in  these  vineyards  of  the  Lord." 

Tlie  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Chelten- 
ham, Pa,  was  organized  in  December,  1866,  in  connection  with 
the  male  Bible  Class  of  St.  Paul's  P.  E.  Church',  membership  in 
that  class  making  persons  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Associa- 
tion. Mr.  Jay  Cooke  is  President.  By  a  small  monthly  contribu- 
tion, each  member  of  the  Association  has  the  assurance  of  aid  in 
the  time  of  sickness  or  old  age. 

The  Visiting  Committee  a  few  months  ago  was  appointed,  and 
the  entire  neighborhood  was  districted  into  four  definite  spheres  ot 
labor.  The  weekly  neighborhood  prayer  meeting  is  to  be  held 
once  a  month,  in  the  Hall  in  which  the  regular  meetings  of  the 
Association  are  held.  Three  years  ago,  twelve  persons  signed  the 
Constitution  of  the  Society.  Today,  there  are  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  twelve  active  members. 

Two  Fruitful  Years. — From  Aurora,  Ind.,  a  correspondent 
writes :  "  We  have  a  pleasant  bustling  little  town  of  5000  inhabi- 
tants nestling  among  the  hills  of  Indiana,  on  the  beautiful  Ohio 
Biver.  Some  two  years  ago,  a  few  noble  young  men  determined 
to  open  a  branch  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  here.  A 
room  was  fitted  np  with  chairs,  completed  and  thrown  open  to  the 
public.  Regular  meetings  have  been  kept  up  ever  since.  During 
the  past  winter  they  have  had  a  public  lecture  each  week.  A  few 
weeks  ago  thoy  decided  to  open  a  mission  Sunday-school.  One  of 
their  rules  is  to  admit  no  scholar  who  attends  any  other  Sunday- 
school.  The  first  day  they  gathered  in  40  children.  Committees 
were  appointed  to  canvass  the  town,  to  go  into  the  streets  and 
gather  np  the  children. 

The  consequence  it  they  are  already  cramped  for  room,  and 
other  schools  have  increased.'' 

In  Portland,  Oregon,  the  Association,  says  a  writer  in  the 
Occident  "is  supporting  the  Chinese  colporteur,  Mung  Ah  Man,  who 
came  hither  from  San  Francisco  to  labor  among  his  countrymen. 
And  the  Sabbath-school  for  the  Chinese  is  also  conducted  under 
their  auspices.  This  effort  is  prosecuted  with  commendable  seal, 
although  a  great  embarassment  to  success  exists  in  the  fact  that 
we  have  no  competent  interpreter.  The  labors  of  this  Association 
in  behalf  of  the  young  men  of  Portland  give  promise  of  groat 
usefulness. 

A  New  Association  at  Camden,  N.  Y„  has  been  or. 
ganized  with  sixty  new  members.  Bev.  Ethan  Curtis,  President 
A.  Q.  Long,  Secretary.  The  meeting  of  organization  was  large 
and  interesting.  Addresses  by  Revs.  0.  CV  Cole,  S.  M.  Manley, 
and  E.  Curtis.  Several  conversions  are  reported  since  the  Society 
was  formed. 

The  Nineteenth  Year  in  Boston.-The  annual  report  late- 
ly read  at  the  10th  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Boston  Associa- 
tion stated  that  the  net  profits  of  the  Fair  last  winter  wore  $33,- 
000.  The  building  fund  has  been  still  further  increased  by  a 
subscription  amounting  to  upwards  of  $20,000.  During  the  year 
morning  and  noon  daily  prayer  meetings  have  boon  sustained. 
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JVews  of  Associations. 


ABROAD. 


EUROPE. 

We  ue  able  to  give  unusual  space  to'  the  foreign  views  taken 
from  the  May  number,  just  received  of  the  London  Quarterly 
Meteenger  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A. ,  which  contains  the  very  admirable 
report  of  Mr.  Edwyn  W.  Bhipton,  at  the  late  Annual  meeting  of  the 
London  Association,  of  which  we  gave  a  brief  notice  last  month. 
From  the  report  we  make  the  following  extracts: 

Extension  of  the  work  in  England.  The  work  has 
been  greatly  extended  daring  1869.  Munificent  friends  provided 
funds  for  the  'employment  of  a  "  Traveling  Agent  to  reorganize 
Associations  that  had  become  inefficient  and  to  form  new  Societies. 
As  a  result  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Liverpool,  has  been  reorganized  and 
brought  into  the  general  fellowship  of  the  Association.  Assoco- 
tionsat  Birmingham,  Leamington,  High  Wycombe,  Woolwich, 
Leicester,  Carlisle,  Cockermouth,  Novyport,  Kingston  and,  Thames, 
have  been  visited  and  assisted  to  adjust  and  improve  their  meth, 
ods  of  action.  New  Associations  have  been  formed  at  Worcester, 
Northampton,  Peteboro',  Penrith,  Lowestoft,  East  Dereham, 
Watton,  Swaffham,  Fakenham,  Wells,  and  West  Rudham,  War- 
rington, Neath,  Cardiff,  Swansea,  Bideford  and  Sevenoaks ,  and 
at  Newport,  Chepstow,  and  Usk,  in  Monmouthshire.  Visits  with 
a  view  to  the  farther  development  of  the  work  had  been  made  to 
Manchester,  Gloucester,  Workington,  Whitehaven,  Kendal,  and 
Keswick,  Ipswich,  Beecles,  Yarmouth,  Norfolk,  Dart  ford,  Sher- 
borne. The  work  of  extension  was  added  during  the  latter  half 
of  the  year,  by  a  Conference  of  representatives  of  the  Associations 
in  the  West  and  South-west  of  England,  which  assembled  at  Bria- 
,tol,  in  September  and  was  very  largely  attended." 

The  Work  in  London.  Five  Branches.  The  Parent 
Association  and  all  its  five  branches,  Mr.  Shipton  reports,  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  A  peculiar  feature  of  the  work  prosecuted 
by  our  English  brethren  is  their  banding  together  the  young 
men  employed  in  service  of  the  commercial  houses  of  the  city. 
They  act  under  the  hearty  approval  and  encouragement  of  their 
employers  and  Mr.  Shipton  enumerates  six  warehouses,  the  young 
men  in  which  are  diligently  engaged  in  effective  Christian  effort 
in  the  Bible  class,  prayer  meeting,  Bagged  School,  4c 

Laying  of  a  Foundation  Stone.  The  foundation  stone 
of  the  new  building  for  the  Association  in  Cambridge,  was  laid 
March  80th.  The  stone  was  laid  by  the  mayor,  Mr.  W.  Fowler, 
M.  P.  Addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  Fowler,  Mr.  B.  B.  Torrens,  M, 
P.,  Samuel  Morely,  M.  P.,  and  the  ministers  of  the  several  denomi- 
nations. Donations  to  the  amount  of  £168  were  received  during 
the  day.  The  sum  of  £8,500  has  already  been  subscribed  or 
promised.    The  estimated  cost  of  the  new  building  is  £8,600. 

Continental  Associations.  Mr.  Shipton  in  his  report 
estimates  that  there  are  now  in  the  world  1,400  Associations  witn 
160,000  members.  Of  the  Continental  Associations,  he  says :  "  In 
Paris,  through  the  munificent  kindness  of  your  Treasurer,  Mr. 
George  Williams,  the  Union  Chretienne  was  enabled  two  years 
ago  to  employ  an  agent  who  should  especially  devote  himself  to 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  young  men.  This  led  to  the  formation  of 
an  English  branch  of  the  Paris  Association,  and  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  work  occasion  has  arisen  for  the  employment  of  an 
additional  agent.  While  English  and  French  young  men  in  Paris 
are  thus  cared  for,  they  are  enabled  to  aid  tbe  brethren  of  the 
German  Association,  the  Christliche  Junglings  Verein,  by  afford- 
ing them  a  place  of  meeting  in  the  same  house  with  themselves. 

In  South  Germany,  a  number  of  Associations  have  formed  a 
union,  with  a  central  Committee  in  Stuttgart,  a  Quarterly  Muten- 
ger, Ac.  In  process  of  time  they  hope  to  unite  the  many  small 
Associations  which  have  been  existing  for  some"  years  in  those 
parts,  so  that  they  can  strengthen  one  another  more  effectually  in 
the  work  which  all  are  carrylns:  on.  The  three  Cantons  of  French 
Switzerland  have  also,  since  the  beginning  of  this  year,  united 
their  different  Associations  into  one  Alliance,  at  the  head  of  which 
is  a  central  Committee,  issuing  their  monthly  publication,  and 


keeping  up  relations  with  the  other  Unions.  The  first  meeting  of 
the  united  Associations  will  be  held  in  Geneva  next  month,  New 
Associations  have  been  established  by  young  men  from  Germany 
and  Switzerland,  at  Milan,  and  at  Odessa,  which  cannot  as  yet 
boast  of  a  large  number  of  members,  bat  having  the  right  founda. 
tion,  seem  likely  to  prove  permanent  centres  of  Christian  fellow, 
ship  and  active  charity." 

The  Work  in  Germany.  The  following  items  are  taken 
from  the  JungUngi  Bote,  copies  of  which  have  been  kindly  for- 
warded us  from  Germany. 

The  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Association  of  Elberfield, 
have  invited  the  young  men  of  their  Association  to  write  prize 
essays,  on  the  three  following  themes; 

1.  How  far  is  Daniel  an  example  for  Christian  young  men  t 

2.  The  advantages  and  dangers  of  the  soldiers  life. 

8.  Is  this  proverb  true  ?  A  Handicraft  has  a  golden  soil  t 

There  are  two  prizes  to  each  theme.  The  first  prizes  are  paid  in 
money,  the  second,  in  neat  books. 

The  Bhein  and  Buhu  Circuit  of  the  Rhenish  Westphallans 
Young  Men's  Association,  reports  the  formation  of  two  new 
"  Vereins,"  or  Associations  at  Oberhausen  and  Ruhrort  respectively, 
which  have  joined  the  circuit.  The  one  at  Oberhauson  numbers 
25,  and  that  at  Ruhrort,  78  members. 

Considerable  activity  is  manifested  by  both  these  Associations, 
particularly  the  latter,  which  was  organized  under  the  influence  of 
a  special  awakening  among  the  young  men  to  the  need  of  having 
such  an  organization.  They  come  together  principally  for  the 
cultivation  of  music  and  singing,  for  the  study  of  the  Bible  and 
Church  history. 

One  of  the  "Vereins"  of  Hamburg,  reports  great  spiritual 
activity  among  its  members.  Weekly  meeting  for  the  study  of 
the  Bible,  for  prayer  and  for  improvement  in  singing,  are  regu- 
larly sustained  and  well  attended.  The  young  men  are  actively 
engaged  in  the  distribution  of  religious  tracts,  as  God  gives  them 
opportunity. 

They  also  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  in  Spain,  and  the 
Verein  contribution  money  to  farther  the  Lord's  cause  in  that 
oountry. 

The  London  City  Mission  received  the  past  year  £41,000 
or  about  $200,000  in  gold.  The  building  at  Ventnor,  proposed 
for  a  seaside  home  for  the  missionaries,  has  been  kindly  given  to 
the  Society  by  Mrs.  Hurst,  and  it  has  been  furnished  by  Mr.  Martin 
Sutton,  of  Beading.  Of  the  endowment  of  £5,000  to  pay  for  trav- 
elling and  board  £8,500  have  been  contributed ;  £2,000  have  been 
set  aside  for  the  purpose  of  providing  10  additional  missionaries 
The  number  of  missionaries  employed  at  the  end  of  March  last 
was  875,  being  an  increase  of  14  upon  the  previous  year. 

The  London  Tract  Society  have  issued,  during  the  year 
just  closed,  888  new  publications  of  which  181  were  tracts.  The 
benevolent  receipts,  including  legacies,  amount  to  £14,970  or  about 
$75,000  in  gold.  The  grants  or  expenses  of  the  year  amount  to 
£17,228  or  about  $85,000  in  gold.  The  total  circulation  of  the  year 
amounts  to  40,000.000  publications  from  the  Home  depository  and 
8,000,000  from  foreign  depots. 


HELP  LOBD. 

My  Lord,  I  dare  not  say 

"Help  dm  I   Ho  work  my  Inert  tool  ladolnf 
Thlne  aid  I  dare  not  pray. 

My  heart  no  great  and  noble  aim  punning 
Dor  any, "  Lord  work  with  me  I" 

While  my  hande  idle  be. 

Yet  Lord  work  in  me  1  wake 

My  drowsy  spirit  trom  It*  guilty  (looping , 
Let  me  Thy  hand-plow  take 

Where  worthier  tonle  may  follow  MWlng,  reaping, 
Tbe  will  to  work  I  art. 

E'en  In  the  lowest  task. 

Mast  K.  Atemso*. 
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The  President  and  Vice  President  on  the  coming 
Council,  The  President  of  the  United  States  with  the  Vice- 
President  and  Secretary  of  State,  hare  expressed  their  interest  in 
the  approaching  Conference  of  the  Alliance  in  this  city  by  signing 
the  following  paper : 

Washington,  May  10th.  Having  heard  of  the  intended  General 
Conference  of  eminent  divines,  and  others  from  foreign  couutries 
and  our  own,  to  be  held  in  New  York,  in  September  next,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  we  have  great  pleasure 
in  expressing  our  interest  in  that  important  assemblage  of  great 
and  good  men,  our  approval  of  the  objects  contemplated  by  it,  and 
the  hope  that  its  deliberations  may  tend  to  the  advancement  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good 
will  among  men. 

Organized  in  London,  in  1846,  the  Evangelical  Alliance  is 
simply  a  voluntary  association  of  Christians,  in  all  lands,  united  on 
a  broad  and  simple  basis,  to  extend  the  blessings  of  religious  free- 
dom, with  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  throughout  the  world.  The 
broad  and  simple  basis  or  platform  above  referred,  is  also  quite 
brief,  being  made  up  of  the  following  principles : 

1.  The  divine  inspiration,  authority  and  sufficiency  of  the  Holy 
Scripture?. 

2.  The  right  and  duty  of  private  judgment  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  Holy  Scripture. 

3.  The  Unity  of  the  Godhead,  and  the  Trinity  of  the  persons 
therein. 

4  The  utter  depravity  of  human  nature  in  consequence  of  the 
Fall. 

5.  The  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  His  work  of  atonement 
for  sinners  of  mankind,  and  his  mediatorial  intercession  and  reign. 

6.  The  justification  of  the  sinner  by  faith  above. 

7.  The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  conversion  and  sanctifica- 
tion  of  the  sinner. 

8.  The  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  the 
judgment  of  the  word  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  the  eternal 
blessedness  of  the  righteous,  and  the  eternal  punishment  of  the 
wicked. 

9.  The  divine  institution  of  the  Christian  ministry,  an<?  the  obli- 
gation and  perpetuity  of  the  ordinances  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper. 

It  being,  however,  distinctly  declared,  that  this  brief  summary 
is  not  to  be  regarded  in  any  formal  or  ecclesiastical  sense,  as  a  creed 
of  confession,  nor  the  adoption  of  it  as  involving  an  assumption  of 
the  right  authoritatively  to  define  the  limits  of  Christian  brother- 
hood, but  simply  as  an  indication  of  the  class  of  persons  whom  it 
is  desirable  to  embrace  within  the  Alliance. 

The  Alliance  is  known  throughout  the  world  by  its  fruits.  After 
citing  the  above  letter  and  platform,  the  New  York  Observer 
says  :  "The  Madia!  in  Florence;  Metamoros,  and  his  fellow-Prot- 
estants in  Spain  ;  the  missionaries  and  Turkish  converts  in  Con- 
stantinople, and  other  parts  of  the  East ;  the  Baptists  in  the  Ger- 
many, Sweden,  and  Switzerland ;  the  Nestorians  in  Persia,  with 
others,  have  proved  the  effectual  aid  which  the  Alliance  renders  to 
the  cause  of  religious  liberty  throughout  the  world." 

In  the  second  annual  report  of  the  Alliance  for  the  United 
States  lately  published,  the  following  notice  is  given : 

"  The  General  Conference  of  the  Alliances,  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  world,  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  sessions 
commencing  September  22, 1870,  and  continuing  about  ten  days." 
Every  preparation  for  the  meeting  has  already  Deen  made  by  well 
organized  committeees  of  competent  ministers  and  laymen.  There 
is  good  promise  of  an  instructive  and  deeply  interesting  convoca- 
tion of  speakers  and  representatives  from  all  parts  of  Christendom. 


British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.— The  income  of 
this  society  the  past  year  has  been  £182,265,  or  about  $900,000  in 
gold.  From  the  depot  at  home  1,271,902  copies  and  from  depots 
abroad,  914,284  copies  have  been  issued. 

Country  Colporteur*  Copies 

In  France 60 have  sold 66,000 

In  Germany 60 ."      " 147,000 

In  Spain 19 "       " 88,200 

In  the  latter  country  the  whole  number  of  volumes  issued  has 
been  186,000.  In  Russia,  60,000 ;  in  Italy  26,000;  in  Turkey,  19,000 : 
in  Madagascar,  24,000  volumes  have  been  circulated. 


A  Pulpit  Bible,  which  is  a  model  of  typographical  art  and 
skill,  h  a*  j  ust  come  from  the  presses  of  the  Bible  House.  It  is  in  size 
between  an  octavo  and  a  quarto.  On  the  pure  white  paper  the  let- 
ters stand  out  with  wonderful  distinctness,  and  the  pages  seem  to 
give  actual  refreshment  to  feeble  eyes.  Every  part  of  the  work 
has  been  executed  with  rare  skill  and  some  have  gone  so  far  as  to 
pronounce  the  volume  unequalled  as  a  specimen  of  typography. 
Beautifully  bound  in  morocco,  it  costs  only  $20.00  and  the  same 
paper  and  print  between  cloth  covers  may  be  secured  for  $12.00. 
Get  one  for  the  aid  and  comfort  of  your  pastor. 

The  Fifty-fourth  year.  At  the  64th  Anniversary  of  the 
American  Bible  Society,  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  thia 
city.Bev.  H.  C.  Riley,  of  Mexico,  Hon.  Jas.  B.  McEean,  of  New 
Rev.  T.  L.  Graoey,  of  India,  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Dr. 
Edmond,  of  London,  and  Rev.  L.  H.  Gulick,  M.  D,  of  the  Sand, 
wich  Islands,  made  excellent  addresses.  The  report  of  the  year 
shows  that  69  new  Auxiliaries  have  been  enrolled.  Of  the  receipts, 
$747,058,  which  are  larger  than  those  of  any  previous  year,  $482,- 
788,  were  derived  from  sales  of  books.  There  have  been  printed 
in  the  Bible  house,  1,126,318  volumes,  and  issued  from  it  1,031,761 
volumes.  Entire  number  of  volumes  issued  during  fifty  four 
years,  is  26,572,871.  Gratuitous  distributions  to  the  value  of 
$198,824  have  been  made.  The  third  general  supply  of  the  whole 
country  begun  in  1866,  is  going  forward,  destitute  families  and 
individuals  to  the  number  of  38,000  being  supplied.  Special  efforts 
have  been  made  among  the  freedmen  and  Chinese,  and  an  agent  is 
now  at  work  in  Utah,  where  he  meets  with  cordial  welcome. 

Start  jtoittie*. 

Important  changes.  Work  of  the  year.  At  the  late 
45th  Anniversary  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  was  announced 
the  retirement  of  the  two  venerable  Senior  Secretaries,  Rev.  Dr. 
Wm.  A.  Hallock  and  Rev.  0.  Eastman.  The  former,  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  society,  and  the  latter  beginning  his  connection  with  it  in 
the  first  year  of  its  existence.  The  press  have  united,  and  without 
extravagance,  in  placing  them  in  the  foremost  rank  of  the  faithful 
and  efficient  secretaries  of  Christian  Benevolent  Societies.  Hon* 
ored  by  the  gratitude  and  esteem  of  the  society,  they  have  been 
voted  a  competent  support  and  the  position  of  honorary  Secreta- 
ries. The  duties  and  burdens  of  their  offices  devolve  on  Rev.  Dr. 
J.  M.  Stevenson,  who  has  been  Corresponding  Secretary  twelve 
years ;  Oliver  R.  Kingsbury,  Treasurer,  who  has  been  Acting 
Treasurer  thirty-five  years ;  Samuel  E.  Warner,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Secretary,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  colporteur  department 
and  with  the  American  Messenger,  twenty-five  yeans ;  Rev.  Wit 
liam  W.  Rand,  Assistant  Secretary  in  the  publishing  department, 
who  has  been  connected  with  that  department  twenty-two  yean, 
and  Rev.  George  L.  Shearer,  Assistant  Secretary  in  the  financial 
department  who  has  been  in  the  service  of  the  Society  six  years. 
Their  long  experience  in  the  work,  excite  and  command  the  con. 
fidonco  of  the  friends  of  this  venerable  society.  Two  other  vete- 
rans in  this  service,  Moses  Allen,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  and  Richard  T. 
Henries,  Esq.,  who  have  labored  on  the  Finance  Committee  with 
rare  fidelity  and  usefulness  during  the  whole  history  of  the  Society, 
also  resigned  their  offices.  It  is  a  time  when  Christians  should 
unite  in  special  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  those  called  to 
the  charge  of  this  noble  benevolent  agency,  that  they  may  be 
given  wisdom  to  devise  and  execute  what  shall  perpetuate  and 
greatly  enlarge  its  usefulness. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  there  have  been  issued  339  new 
books  and  tracts  in  English,  German,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Swe. 
dish  and  Armeno-Turkish,  of  which  43  are  volumes.  Each 
week  $1,000  worth  of  books  have  been  gratuitously  distributed. 
The  receipts  have  been  $479,081.  Expenses  $478,502.  287  col- 
porteurs have  held  or  addressed  10,220  religious  meetings ;  made 
256,897  family  visits ;  found  38,594  Protestant  families  who  habitu- 
ally neglected  attending  evangelical  preaching;  10,446  families  of 
Roman-catholics ;  23,180  families  destitute  of  all  religious  books, 
except  the  Bible,  and  13,819  Protestant  families  without  the  word 
of  God. 
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The  Life  of  otjb  Lord.  By  the  Rev.  William  Hanna 
DD.  L.L.D.,  6  vols.,  13mo.  $1.60  a  volume.  Robt.  Carter  &  Broth- 
ers, N.  Y.  These  volumes  are  the  ripe  fruit  of  many  years  of 
patient  study.  Numerous  as  are  the  works  that  have  lately  been 
written  on  this  theme,  and  not  a  few  of  them  by  able  scholars 
the  pages  of  Dr.  Hanna  are  fresh,  instructive  and  of  great  value 
as  a  contribution  to  this  department  of  Biblical  commentary.  The 
leading  incidents  in  our  Saviour's  life  are  arranged  in  a  continuous 
narrative  not  only  full  of  rare  beauty  and  lively  Interest  but 
elaborated  with  scholarly  and  truthful  accuracy.  The  work  is 
fitly  called  a  prose  poem.  An  entire  volume  is  devoted  to  the 
events  ot  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday  of  passion  week, 
Another  volume  is  occupied  with  what  occurred  on  the  last  day  of 
this  week.  The  first  three  volumes  treat  of  our  Lord's  earlier 
years  and  ministry,  while  the  sixth  narrates  the  incidents  of  the 
forty  days  between  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension.  The  so  called 
Harmony  of  the  Gospels  or  the  arrangement  in  chronological,  or- 
der of  the  events  of  our  Lord's  life,  given  by  the  four  evangelists  is 
•  subject  which  of  late  years  many  eminent  scholars  have  studied 
with  great  assiduity.  Those  who  wish  to  secure  the  results  of 
this  long  and  fruitful  investigation,  in  a  simple,  eloquent  and 
delightful  narrative,  should  procure  these  volumes  of  Br.  Hanna. 
We  especially  commend  the  work  to  Sunday  school  teachers  and 
all  engaged  in  Biblical  study. 

Tub  Literature  and  Literary  Mbit  of  Great  Bei- 
tian  and  Ireland.  By  Abraham  Mills,  A.  M.  3  vols.,  octavo. 
Harper  &  Brothers.  Within  ibis  brief  compass  is  given  in  inter- 
esting and  accessible  form,  what  will  acquaint  the  reader  with  the 
best  English  authors  and  literature.  It  is  a  thorough  and  scholarly 
work,  and  may  therefore  be  said  to  constitute  in  itself  a  small  and 
valuable  library.  In  making  a  collection  of  books,  such  a  compre- 
hensive and  trustworthy  work  would  naturally  be  one  of  the  first 
placed  upon  the  shelves.  We  would  therefore  specially  commend 
the  volumes  to  our  Associations  and  to  all  engaged  in  selecting 
libraries.  The  work  appeared  for  the  first  time,  several  years  ago, 
hut  a  new  edition  has  been  lately  issued  by  the  publishers. 
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THE   MONTH. 

AT  HOME. 

For  Months  a  •  Strong  Pressure  has  been  brought  to 
bear  on  Congress  and  the  administration  by  the  friends  and  allies 
of  the  Cuban  revolution,  to  induce  our  Government,  if  not  to 
befriend  at  least  to  recognize  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  Insur- 
gent party  in  that  island.  It  has  been  maintained  that  the  strug- 
gle of  the  Cubans  is  for  liberty,  that  they  have  held  their  ground 
for  many  months  against  the  Spanish  forces,  and  that  with  the 
privilege  of  getting  war  supplies  from  this  country,  they  could  soon 
establish  their  independence. 

The  sympathy  of  the  American  people  is  naturally  on  the  side 
of  the  revolutionists  in  such  a  contest,  and  this  nation  would 
rejoice  to-day  to  see  the  Spaniard  driven  from  Cuba,  and  his  West 
India  possessions.  We  would  hail  the  deliverer  of  the  island 
with  possibly  the  same  genuine  enthusiasm  that  greeted  Kossuth 
when  he  appeared  among  us  eighteen  years  ago.  But  for  the 
same  reason  that  the  United  States  could  not  "recognize"  the 
Hungarian  struggle,  it  cannot  now  recognize  the  so-called  war  in 
Cuba.  Being  ourselves  at  peace  with  Spain,  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  international  amity  to  interfere  with  troubles  in  her  terri- 
tory. The  Cuban  insurrection  has  not  risen  to  the  dignity  of  war 
in  the  international  sense,  by  which  both  parties  could  have  equal 
advantages  of  trade  with  us.  The  President  recently  surprised 
Congress  with  a  message  on  this  subject,  taking  the  above  view  of 
the  case,  in  which  he  was  sustained  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives after  a  sharp  debate.  That  body,  however,  instructed  him  to 
remonstrate  against  the  barbarous  manner  in  which  the  war  in 
Cuba  has  been  conducted  and  to  solicit  the  co-operation  of  other 
governments  to  secure  from  both  contending  parties  an  observance 
of  the  laws  of  war  recognized  by  all  civilized  nations. 

The  Recent  Visit  of  the  Indian  Chiefs  to  the  Capitol, 
afforded  the  red  man  an  opportunity  of  seeing  his  "pale  faced" 
brothers  in  some  other  capacity  than  than  that  of  "agents"  or 
"  traders."  They  were  evidently  impressed  with  the  fact'that  the 
great  body  of  white  men  are  their  friends  and  heartily  desire  to 
treat  them  justly  and  liberally.  They  did  not  have  all  their  wishes 
satisfied  by  the  Government,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  result 
of  their  visit  to  the  East,  will  be  to  dispose  them  not  to  begin  a 
war  with  us  as  they  have  threatened.  We  trust  their  cry  will  be, 
"  Sioux — for  peace." 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  happily  maintained 
its  honor  by  refusing  to  re-admit  ex-member  Whittemore,  who 
was  recently  compelled  to  resign  his  sent  in  that  body  for  selling 
a  cadetship.  He  was  re-elected  from  his  district  in  South  Carolina, 
by  8000  majority. 

Wayhb  McVkagh,  Esq.,  who  has  just  been  confirmed  by  the 
Senate  as  Minister  to  Constantinople  in  the  place  of  Hon.  E.  Joy 
Morris,  is  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  a  graduate  of  Tale  College, 
and  a  young  lawyer  of  fine  talents. 

The  Town  of  North  Adams,  Mass.,  has  been  excited  over  the 
arrival  there  of  75  Chinamen  to  engage  in  the  shoe  trade.  They 
were  brought  on  by  an  enterprising  manufacturer  who  wanted 
cheap  workmen.  The  regular  shoemakers  have  threatened  them 
with  violence. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  appointed  a  commission  consisting  of 
Major  Generals  Barnard  and  Wright  and  Lieut-Colonel  Michie,  of 
West  Point,  to  visit,  examine  and  report  upon  the  fortifications  of 
Europe.  They  will  be  absent  about  four  months.  This  is  the 
most  important  service  of  the  kind  that  has  been  ordered  since 
that  executed  by  Prof.  Mahan  and  Gen.  McClellan  in  the  Crimea. 

The  college  boys  of  Princeton,  have  been  engaged  in  a  gym. 
nastic  contest  for  prizes  offered  by  Mrs.  Thompson.  This  lady 
presented  the  awards  to  the  victors  with  her  own  hand. 

Wore  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway,  is  to  commence  this 
summer,  in  Minnesota. 

The  leaders  in  the  late  Fenian  raid  have  been  indicted  for  vio 
latlonof  their  neutrality  laws  by  a  U.  S.Grand  Jury. 
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No  Item  of  Foreign  Intelligence  has  for  *  long  time 
touched  the  American  people  bo  universally  as  the  news  ot  the 
sudden  death  of  Charles  Dickons.  Ho  was  better  known  to  us 
than  any  other  Englishman,  living  or  dead,  and  his  works  will 
continue  to  be  admired  and  read  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  with 
unabated  interest.  His  funeral  was  unostentatious,  and  by  his 
will  he  desired  no  monumont  over  his  grave.  He  rests  in  the 
Poet's  corner  of  Westminster  Abbey,  close  to  Handel,  Sheridan 
Macaulay  and  Cumberland,  and  hundreds  of  persons  still  visit 
this  burial  place  and  strew  flowers  over  his  mound. 

In  the  English  House  of  Commons,  during  the  debate 
on  the  Education  Bill,  Mr.  Horsman  announced  that  should  the 
amendment  striking  out  grants  for  denominational  schools  be 
adopted,  he  would  urge  that  provision  be  made  for  the  construc- 
tion of  double  school  buildings,  one  part  for  secular  and  the  other 
for  religious  teaching. 

Decrees  abolishing  the  death  penalty 
and  pensions  have  been  promulgated  by  the 
Government  of  Portugal.  The  right  of 
petition  and  to  hold  political  meetings  is 
also  to  be  granted. 

Thb  Council  of  the  State  of  Neufchatel, 
Switzerland  has  voted  by  a  large  majority 
in  favor  of  the  separation  of  Church  and 
State. 

The  citizens  of  Eislebon,  Germany,  have 
determined  to  erect  a  monument  to  Martin 
Luther.  Subscriptions  are  solicited  from 
all  Protestant  nations. 

A  Contention  of  German  teachers,  in 
Vienna,  have  adopted  a  resolution  favoring 
the  exclusion  of  doctrinal  religion  -from 
the  schools,  and  the  retention  of  natural 
religion. 
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ogues showing,  the  different  styles 
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30  John  St.,  New  York, 

laiHacmren  of  Flu  surer  Plated  fare. 


Seldom  does  a  Single  Month  record  so  many  calamities 
as  were  reported  from  all  parts  of  the  world  in  June.  Constanti- 
nople was  visited  by  a  calamitous  fire  in  which  800  persons  perished 
ana  7000  houses  were  destroyed.  An  earthquake  in  Oaxaca, 
Mexico,  demolished  half  the  city  causing  the  loss  of  100  lives, 
and  in  Japan,  villages  have  been  destroyed  by  the  same  cause.  In 
Transylvania,  Austria,  floods  and  tornadoes  did  terrible  devasta- 
tion both  to  property  and  life.  A  British  gun  boat  was  lost  in  the 
China  sea  and  forty -three  of  her  crew  drowned.  Besides  these, 
there  were  several  lesser,  but  still  serious  accidents  reported  from 
the  continent  and  this  country,  which  occurred  on  railroads  and 
by  sea. 

That  Brilliant  Spanish  orator,  Gen.  Castelar  recently  delivered- 
a  speech  in  the  cortes  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  opposition  to  the 
plan  of  the  government  for  gradual  emancipation.  He  favored  the 
immediate  freedom  of  every  slave  in  Spanish  territory,  and  quoted 
the  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln  amid  load  applause. 
Castelar's  voice  is  always  heard  with  pro- 
found interest  on  all  questions,  and  in  the 
present  progressive  movement  in  Spain  he 
occupies  a  noble  position. 

The  Darien  Surveying  Expedition  has 
met  with  such  difficulties  that  may  cause  the 
abandonment  of  the  project  of  an  interoce- 
anic  canal  at  that  point. 

Thb  British,  French  and  Prussian  Gov- 
ernments are  in  accord  with  our  own  in 
interposing  their  good  offices  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Christian  converts  in  Japan  now  suf- 
ering  persecution. 

Quekh  Victoria  has  expressed  deep  inter- 
est in  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance  in  New  York. 

A  wab  between  Holland  and  Venezuela  is 
threatened. 
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WHAT  IS  MY  RULE? 

QBOBOB  L.  WAT.KBB.  D.  D. 

I  FBOFEBS  to  be  a  Christian.  Once,  no  matter  when,  I  wag 
touched  by  a  power  I  never  felt  before,  and  became  a  disciple  of 
Jesus.  It  ia'nt  important  what  experience  I  passed  through  in 
coming  to  that  position.  How  much  I  Buffered ;  how  long  I  resisted; 
what  a  stubborn,  bitter  struggle  it  was,  is  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose. 

The  one  thing  to  be  noted  here  is  that  I  became.  I  set  my  face 
a  different  way ;  took  up  a  new  service ;  and  avowed  myself  a  fol- 
lower of  the  Master. 

But  it  was  not  all  easy  going.  On  the  contrary  the  way  was  full 
of  perplexities.  And  nothing  among  them  all  was  more  perplex- 
ing than  this :  What  wot  my  rule  f  Under  some  law  I  was,  that 
was  plain.  But  what  was  itt  In  ether  words,  the  practical 
rule  for  the  regulation  of  a  Christian  life,  was  the  great  want, 
but  with  me  the  great  uncertainty  also.  How  uncertain  it  was ! 
What  mists  and  obscurities  seemed  to  hang  round  itl  And 
through  what  tangles  and  troubles  the  search  for  it  ledl  Could  I 
tell  the  story  of  some  years  which  followed  I  am  sure  I  should  be 
but  telling  the  experience  of  many.  There  are  .hundreds  always, 
groping  in  the  same  labarynth. 

Sometimes  the  rule  seemed  to  them  one  of  austerity.  Those  who 
adopt  it  practice  self-mortifications,  I  did.  The  way  of  life  was 
almost  killing  to  travel  through  its  voluntarily  undertaken  hard- 
ships. 

Recoiling  from  that,  the  rule  at  other  times  seems  one  of 
License ;  In  other  words  a  life  without  rule.  So  was  it  with  me. 
And  falling  into  temptations,  and  giving  way  under  unexpected 
assaults,  I  came  near  dying  in  a  worse  way  than  by  the  other. 

Then,  too,  there  is  sometimes  a  rulo  made  out  of  Church-opinion 
or  the  Common-sentiment  prevailing  in  any  given  locality.  I  tried 
that  awhile.  But  it  allowed  many  things  I  could  not  think  right, 
and  it  disallowed  many  things  I  could  not  think  wrong.  Besides 
it  was  not  a  rule  which  could  be  traveled  with.  Change  of  loca- 
tion put  it  all  out  of  joint.  Common  sentiment  is  a  thing  variable 
as  a  shuttle-cock.  Cross  a  river  and  it  is  altered.  Wait  a  few 
years  and  it  is  changed  everywhere. 

No  the  Rule  of  Christian  Living  was  not  to  be  found  in  Auster- 
ity or  Carelessness,  in  Church-covenant  or  General-agreement. 

After  stumbling  along  in  this  vague  broken  way  for  a  sorrow- 
fully long  time,  I  turned  to  where  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  gone  in  the  first  place,  to  the  Bible.  Strange  how  plain 
things  are  when  one  sees  them  !  That  whole  theory  of  Austerity, 
for  example,  what  a  setting  forth  it  had  in  the  lives  of  the  Phari- 
sees !  They  tithed  mint  and  cummin.  They  fasted  and  bathed. 
They  said  long  prayers  and  stopped  in  their  walk  at  the  precise 
inch  on  a  Sunday.  They  inquired  whether  an  egg  was  possibly 
laid  on  the  Sabbath  before  they  would  eat.  They  counted  up  the 
number  of  David's  Psalms  they  had  repeated  before  they  would 
sleep.  A  miserable,  self-scrutinizing,  formal  piece  of  task  work 
the  whole  of  such  living !  And  how  Christ  denounced  it  I  What- 
ever was  right  living  that  was  not  it.  Whoever  had  the  true  rule, 
they  certainly  had  it  not.  Christ  indignantly  spurned  all  such  petty 
regulations  as  idle.  And  yet  he  said  solemnly,  also.  "  Except 
your  righteousness  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Plainly,  then,  it  was  not  lawlessness  Christ  was  after.  No  one, 
more  than  He  exemplified  a  life  governed  by  law.  Bat  that  law 
was  no  conventional  one.  It  had  not  respect  to  current  maxims 
however  venerable.  "  ^e.  have  heard  it  hath  been  said," — was  no 
rule  for  him  or  for  his  followers.  Even  the  statutes  of  Moses  were 
some  of  them,  but  permitted  for  the  "hardness  of  men's  hearts." 
There  were  no  rules  for  earnest  Christian  livers. 

"What  then  is  the  law  ?  Studying  carefully  into  the  letter  and 
and  the  spirit  of  the  New  Testament  I  found  it  to  be  this :  Whom- 
ever is  good  for  one's  self  and  others,  that  is  lawful    The  law  of 


Christ's  service  is  perfect  freedom,  limited  only  by  two  conditions. 
Those  conditions  ore  one's  own  true  welfare  and  the  welfare  <of  other 
men.  Under  these  two  restrictions  all  things  whatever  are  per- 
missible to  a  Christian.  His  Divine  Master  has  swept  away  every 
vestige  of  the  cobweb  limitations  with  which  men  have  sur- 
rounded one  another,  and  turns  them  over  to  the  control  of  their 
two  principles  only. 

1.  "  What  is  goo!  for  one  s  self,*'— that  is  the  first  principle. 
Whatever  comes  under  that  head  is  lawful.     Whatever  I  But 

then,  left  to  the  intelligent  application  of  that  principle,  it 
becomes  me  to  make  no  mistake.  May  I,  for  example,  be  rich,  or 
strenuously  labor  to  be  rich?  Certainly  I  may,  if  I  find  the  posses- 
sion or  the  eagor  search  for  riches  compatible  with  my  "  good  " 
The  "  good  "  spoken  of  is  good  in  the  truest  sense  of  course.  And 
if  my  highest  good  is  compatible  with  my  possession  or  determined 
search  for  wealth,  than  have  it  or  search  for  it  I  may.  But  sup- 
posing it  is  not  compatible  t  Why  then  the  question  is  settled  for 
me.    It  does  not  come  under  my  privilege. 

This  principle  seems  simple  but  it  applies  to  many  things.  May 
I,  for  example,  struggle  for  political  preferment  ?  May  I  frequent 
theatres?  May  I  drink  wine?  May  I  dance  the  polka  ?  Certainly  I 
may,  under  the  inflexible  limitations.  If  I  find  these  things  do  me 
"  good"  build  me  up  a  stronger  Christian,  then  they  are  permitted 
to  me,  every  one.  If  by  them  I  am  made  more  spiritual  in  mind, 
and  more  efficient  in  service,  then  are  none  of  them  denied  me. 
But  if  it  should  be  the  case  that  looking  honestly  into  my  heart 
I  find  any  ono  of  them  not  doing  me  good,  doing  me  harm  rather, 
then  that  settles  the  question.  It  does  not  come  under  my  privilege 
My  privilege,  thank  God,  "reaches  only  to  .what  is  "good." 

2.  "  What  is,  also,  for  other's  good." 

I  do  not  stand  alone.  The  blood  which  redeemed  me,  redeemed 
others  also.  My  Master  in  bringing  me  into  relationship  to  Him- 
self brought  me  also  into  relationship  to  many  besides.  And  He 
has  laid  it  as  an  obligation  on  me, — not  merely  not  to  "offend," 
but  to  befriend  and  help  them.  "We  are  members  one  of 
another."  I  am  not  permitted  therefore  to  stand  on  that  single 
principle  only,  "  What  does  me  good."  I  must  think  also  what 
harms  or  benefits  other  men.  There  is  a  solidarity  of  Christian 
fellowship  which  makes  my  privilege  to  have  for  one  of  its  boun- 
daries, my  brother's  good. 

If  then  it  should  so  happen,  that  there  was  some  course  of 
action  harmless  or  beneficial  to  me,  which  nevertheless  wrought 
pain  or  damage  to  others,  then  my  Christian  liberty  has  reached 
its  limit.  That  action  I  may  not  pursue.  Not  because  it  is  likely, 
perhaps,  to  work  me  woe ;  but  because  it  works  woe  to  those 
around  me.  My  liberty  is  not  to  be  made  an  "  offence  "  to  any, 
even  to  the  weak.  Has  not  Christ  said :  "  Woe  to  him  by  whom 
the  offence  comoth. 

These  two  principles  make  together  a  very  simple  rule.  The 
application  of  it  does,  to  be  sure,  require  some  thought.  What 
really  makes  for  my  welfare  and  what  helps  or  harms  other  men, 
those  are  matters  which  can't  be  determined  without  some  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  They  imply  solicitude  about  it.  But  who 
expects  to  conduct  aright  a  moral  probation  without  thought? 
Who  expects  to  go  through  a  world  of  temptations  unscathed, 
without  solicitude  ?  Who  can  fulfil  the  manifold  duties  he  owes  to 
souls  avowed  him  without  thinking  of  the  matter  ? 

No,  my  rule  is  no  labor-saver,  in  the  sense  of  saving  earnest  care 
for  one's  own  soul  and  the  souls  of  othor  men.  But  it  saves  some- 
thing better  than  labor.  It  saves  misdirection  of  energy ;  it  saves 
failures  numberless  ;  it  saves  injury  to  dying  men. 

Earnestly  and  always  to  seek  what  is  for  one's  own  highest 
good  and  for  one's  fellow's  welfare,  is  to  seek  what  will  lead  one  in 
a  straight  and  ever  ascending  pathway.  And  one  who  goes  in  it 
will  not  go  utterly  alone.  The  times  will  come  when  he  can  lift 
up  feeble  ones,  and  reclaim  wanderers,  and  comfort  the  disheart- 
ened, and  bring  them  with  him. 

This  rule  will  certainly  help  a  man  to  "this :  Himself  to  "  walk 
always  in  thebpirit"  and  "  Remember  them  for  whom  Christ  died.' 
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THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

HOWARD  CROSBY^  D.  D. 

Rome  keeps  religion  in  daily  life  by  diluting  the  religion. 
Protestanism  by  strengthening  the  religion  has  made  it  a  scarcer 
article,  and  the  tendency  has  been  sadly  developed  of  crowding 
it  around  Sunday  and  the  church  building  to  the  disparagement 
bf  other  times  and  places.  We  know  of  no  means  that  have 
proved  so  efficacious  in  meeting  this  error  as  the  establishment 
of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  The  social  principle, 
too  much  neglected  in  Evangelization,  has  been  used  as  a  chan- 
nel of  grace,  and  the  daily  business  of  life  has  been  inoculated 
with  the  gospel.  Instead  of  an  opposition  to  the  Church,  these 
Associations  have  been  an  enlargement  of  the  Church's  activity 
where  there  bad  been  a  lamentable  lack.  Men  have  learned  to 
show  their  colors  as  soldiers  of  the  cross  in  the  marts  and  among 
the  masses,  and  their  courage  has  given  the  glow  of  health  to 
much  piety  that  before  was  sickly  and  paralyzed. 

Moreover,  the  great  principles  of  action  and  aggression  which 
common  sense  commends  and  which  the  world  uses  in  all  its 
undertakings  and  achievements,  have  been  boldly  seized  for  the 
advantage  of  the  truth  and  the  propagation  of  the  divine  life. 
Menhaye  learned  better  that  God's  inspiration  and  power  come 
not  aside  from  our  own  talents  and  wit  but  through  these  natural 
instrumentalities — that  the  divine  power  is  a  new  stream  flow- 
ing between  old  banks — and  that  we  are  not  therefore  to  lounge 
through  our  Christian  life  and  expect  a  magical  "  presto  "  to 
arouse  the  world  for  God  and  truth. 

Further,  the  responsibility  of  every  converted  soul,  as  a  priest 
unto  God,  to  perform  his  duty  at  God's  altar  has  been  grandly 
employed.  Ministers  are  no  longer  falsely  regarded  as  the  Lord's 
army,  but  merely  leaders  in  that  host,  and  every  Christian  is 
expected  to  shoulder  a  musket  or  swing  a  sword.  Proxies  in 
religious  work  are  counted  as  heterodox  as  proxies  in  religious 
experience. 

These  are  some  of  the  practical  truths  which  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  have  done  much  to  evoke  into  living 
forces,  and  this  phase  of  the  growth  of  Christianity  must  occu- 
py conspicuous  pages  in  the  records  of  the  future  historian  of 
Christ's  cburch. 

It  is  interesting  to  see  how  evangelic  this  effort  has  been  from 
the  outset ;  how  Bible  truth  has  been  the  standard  around  which 
the  young  men  have  rallied,  and  how  thus  weak-kneed  disciples 
have  had  to  confess  that  the  movement  was  of  God.  No  one 
who  was  at  Portland  lost  year  and  saw  and  heard  the  enthusi- 
asm with  which  that  grand  convention  hailed  the  definition  of 
'•  Evangelical "  as  excluding  everything  not  bathed  in  the  blood 
of -the  cross,  and  refused  to  recognize  any  other  but  evangelical 
principles  of  faith  in  the  composition  of  the  Associations — no 
one,  we  say,  who  saw  and  heard  that  enthusiasm  has  any  doubt 
of  the  glorious  position  of  these  organizations  in  the  church 
ofChrist. 

The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  this  year  was  another  ex- 
hibition of  old-fashioned  Christianity — wft  refer  to  the  fashion 
of  Peter,  Paul,  John,  Apollos,  Aquila  and  Priscilla.  Miller  and 
Moody  and  Bumell  and  Stuart  and  a  host  of  others,  looked 
more  like  a  council  of  the  Church  of  Christ  than  any  that  ever  sat 
together  at  Nice  or  Chalccdon,  infinitely  more  than  any  at  Trent 
or  Rome. 

There  was  a  practical  piety  and  a  pious  practicality  in  that 
warm-hearted  assembly  that  reminded  one  of  Paul's  epis- 
tles, earnestness  without  fanaticism,  zeal  without  cant,  fervor 
without  bigotry — a  steady  head  managed  by  a  steady  heart. 

These  conventions  seem  to  come  directly  before  the  Lord  and 
to  expect  his  guidance.    Of  course  they  may  be  abused.    Like 


every  thing  in  the  church  they  are  abusable.  But  the  Spirit  of 
God  can  be  trusted  with  them  as  well  as  with  any  other  body 
of  Christians.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  of  us  who  bear  Christ's  name 
on  our  hearts  to  foster  these  Associations  as  no  excresence  of 
the  church,  but  as  the  church  acting  out  in  the  wisest  way 
against  the  practical  infidelity  and  falsehood  of  the  times. 

So  that  Satan  only  be  hit,  we  should  not  stand  much  upon 
the  shape  of  the  weapon  that  staggers  him.  He  is  a  poor  fighter 
who  is  looking  up  the  spots  on  his  sword.  Let  us  deal  heavy 
blows  and  God  will  see  us  well  provided.  It  is  a  glorious 
work  these  associations  have  done.  The  devil  would  like  to 
put  them  in  bad  repute,  but  there  is  One  greater  than  the  devil. 


CLAIMS  OP  DAILY  PRAYER  MEETINGS. 
O.  E.  Daggett,  D.D. 

The  meetings  ofthenrtt  convert*  for  pnbllo  wonhlp  were  not  confined  to  a 
single  day  of  the  week ;  they  were  always  frequent,  often  dally .— Cos  ybbabk  ft 
Howaoa. 

Other  testimonials  might  be  added  to  the  foregoing,  which  is 
from  the  well-known  "  Life  and  Epistles  of  St.  Paul,"  ch.  13.  In 
the  apostolic  age,  and  in  the  first  two  or  three  centuries  of  the 
Christian  era,  wherever  the  followers  of  Christ  were  numerous 
and  near  enough,  daily  public  worship  was  a  common  practice. 
In  other  particulars  the  usages  found  in  the  New  Testament  are 
alleged  as  precedents  and  examples  for  similar  usages  in  modern 
times,  unless  some  reason  appears  to  show  them  inapplicable ;  and 
why  should  they  not  hold  good  in  this  particular  ? 

In  the  greater  part  of  Christendom,  among  Christians  that  use 
prescribed  forms  of  worship,  the  primitive  example  is  in  fact  ac- 
knowledged to  this  extent,  that  provision  is  made  for  a  doily  ser- 
vice. The  provision  is  used  also  by  various  ecclesiastical  orders, 
and  in  not  a  few  protestont  congregations.  Happily  in  our  day  it 
has  come  to  be  no  uncommon  thing,  in  the  more  populous  places, 
for  Christians  of  different  evangelical  denominations  to  come  to- 
gether in  social  worship  and  conference,  without  prescribed  forms, 
from  day  to  day,  every  year  and  all  the  year.  What  ore  called 
daily  union  prayer  meetings  have  now  been  tried  long  enough  and 
widely  enough  to  be  no  longer  on  experiment. 

In  calling  attention  to  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  such 
doily  assemblages,  we  appeal  to  those  who  have  mode  trial  of  them 
by  regular,  attendance.  We  mako  bold  to  say  they  hove  found 
themselves  so  far  profited  by  these  "means  of  grace"  as  to  reckon 
them  invaluable.  This  is  the  advantage,— that  Christian  fellow- 
ship and  prayer  and  praise  instead  of  being  renewed  once  or  twice 
a  week  are  renewed  every  day ;  that  at  least  a  little  time  is  re- 
deemed for  this  use  from  the  midst  of  daily  cares,  difficulties,  temp- 
tations, and  apathy ;  that  wholesome  truths  ore  suggested  just 
when  they  ore  most  needed ;  that  devout  and  kindly  feelings 
are  stimulated,  and  contrary  habits  and  tendencies  interrupted  and 
more  easily  overcome  ;  that  the  Scriptures  and  all  things  divine 
and  spiritual  are  brought  into  closer  connection  with  common  life 
and  the  every-doy  world ;  and  thot  family  worship  and  the  Lord's 
day  services  are  thus  seconded  and  made  more  fruitful.  We  ap- 
peal to  earnest  Christians  who  hove  not  tried  this  method,  whether 
they  have  not  felt  a  need  of  these  very  influences ;  whether  tho 
secret  and  family  worship  of  tho  morning  is  not  too  easily  over- 
borne by  the  whole  day  of  secular  business  or  household  core,  and 
Sunday  by  the  other  six  days  of  the  week. 

Let  it  be  noted  too  that  in  every  considerable  community  there 
ore  Christians  who,  not  being  "  set  in  families,"  have  not  the  help 
of  doily  family-prayer.  For  them  the  provision  most  nearly  re- 
sembliog  it  is  made  ready  in  tho  meetings  now  referred  to.  The 
regular  attendants  find  themselves  thus  brought  into  o  circle  at 
once  sacred  and  domestic,  and  the  more  by  reason  of  the  ease  and 
informality  in  the  arrangements. 

Then  such- a  meeting  is  a  home  for  temporary  Christian  strath 
gem.  Travelers  who  carry  their  religion  with  them  (which  ought 
to  be  true'of  all,  and  is  likely  to  be  true  whenever  the  religion  is 
worth  carrying  or  having)  may  be  interested  or  profited  by  tho 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


196 


ASSOCIATION    MONTHLY. 


[August, 


fellowship  of  Christians  on  week-days  as  well  as  Sundays.  And 
in  turn  they  may  give  as  well  as  get  benefit,  by  the  way. 

Not  a  day  passes  anywhere  on  which  some  persons  are  not  in 
peculiar  trouble  or  want.  There  are  the  bereaved,  disappointed, 
perplexed  or  despondent.  If  they  are  Christians  they  may  find 
comfort  and  succor  in  the  gathering  for  worship ;  or,  if  just  then 
only  seriously  disposed,  they  may  willingly  come  within  the  same 
timely  hallowed  influences.  Should  there  not  be  such  a  resort 
from  day  to  day  for  all  who  especially  need  it  t  In  populous  places 
Romanists  are  provided  with  opportunities  for  their  more  ceremo- 
nial service  oftener  than  once  or  twice  a  week ;  and  among  pro. 
testant  Christians  should  there  not  be  daily  spiritual  sacrifices  of 
prayer  and  praise  accessible  to  the  afflicted,  to  strangers,  and  to 
all  who  crave  these  "  provisions  "  of  God's  "  house  T  " 

Moreover,  such  meetings  have  a  special  value  in  connection  with 
unwonted  conditions  of  the  public  mind.  In  order  to  be  perma- 
nent they  must  be  distinguished  (like  Sunday  and  family  worship) 
from  those  assemblages  which  spring  from  a  season  or  an  occasion, 
and  are  characterized  by  it,  as  in  revivals,  and  which  depend  on  a 
higher  spiritual  temperature,  a  more  emotional  and  demonstrative 
interest,  and  a  wider  sympathy.  Tet  it  is  not  the  less  one  of  their 
advantages  that  from  time  to  time  they  may  take  on  a  more  mark- 
ed complexion.  They  are  capable  of  all  the  interest  that  peculiar 
circumstances  may  inspire.  Significant  events,  sudden  calamities, 
"  Providences "  of  any  kind,  while  getting  public  attention,  will 
naturally  find  a  fit  place  in  daily  prayers  and  exhortations.  When 
the  spirit  of  God  visits  a  community  with  unusual  power,  vital- 
izing anew  His  own  ordinances  and  all  agencies  for  good,  these 
assemblages  will  prove  to  be  channels  already  open  for  Christian 
feeling  and  influence.  The  streams  that  are  the  more  beneficent 
for  running  all  the  year,  will  have  the  more  depth  and  flow  for 
every  abundant  rain.  The  sails  that  are  always  set  will  be  sure  to 
catch  every  favoring  breath  of  heaven  blowing  "  where  it  listeth." 


RELIGIOUS  VACATIONS. 

M.  W. 

The  great  Saratoga  trunk,  filled  to  overflowing,  has  been  closed 
and  strapped  at  last,  and  its  fair  owner  gives  asigh  of  relief  anda 
smile  of  joyful  anticipation  as  she  mentally  reviews  its  contents. 
Nothing  has  been  forgotten  that  can  lend  a  charm  to  the  summer 
days.  The  bathing  dress,  the  riding  habit,  the  delicate  morning 
wrappers  and  evening  robes,  the  latest  novels  in  cool  paper 
covers,  the  fancy  work,  and  the  crayons,  all  are  in  their  places. 
Down  in  one  corner,  wedged  in  between  two  dainty  bronze  boots 
and  a  box  of  delicately  tinted  gloves,  is  a  small  Bible.  Beside 
the  trunk  stands  a  large  valise  whose  owner  cannot  be  charged 
with  having  packed  his  Bible  so  unceremoniously.  Is  that  it 
between  the  hunting-jacket  and  the  fishing-tackle  ?  Oh  no,  that 
is  a  powerful  field-glass.  The  fact  is,  there  is  no  Bible  at  all  there, 
for  the  one  in  the  trunk  can  be  borrowed  at  any  time  ! 

Let  us  not  be  hypercritical.  Evidently  this  baggage  does 
not  belong  to  mere  fashionable  butterflies,  or  there  would  be 
eleven  more  trunks  and  one  less  Bible.  These  are  Christian 
people.  Perchance  the  Holy  Book,  packed  in  such  small  com- 
pass, is  the  little  leaven  leavening  the  whole  lump ;  the  very 
key  to  all  anticipated  summer  delights.  But  we  have  our  mis- 
givings. May  we  not  claim,  without  exaggeration  that  the 
tiny  corner  of  the  great  trunk  into  which  the  Bible  is  wedged, 
among  so  many  accessories  to  conrfbrt  and  pleasure,  fairly  typi- 
fies the  cramped  space  allotted  by  most  of  us  to  our  religious 
life  during  vacation  days  ? 

It  may  seem  perhaps  a  little  late  in  the  season  to  offer  sug- 
gestions on  this  point,  but  the  August  and  September  days  are 
still  before  us ;  very  many  tourists  are  yet  preparing  for  flight, 
and  we  take  heart  to  drop  a  few  hints  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  yet  have  some  influence  in  "  redeeming  the  time*?' 

By  the  religious  life  we  mean  the  life  of  outward  Christian 


activities  and  inward  spiritual  growth.  During  the  brisk,  en- 
ergizing winter  we  are  taught  and  convinced,  that  neither  form 
of  life  can  exist  in  any  fullness  without  the  other.  And  yet 
year  after  year,  as  our  sumifler  vacation  begins,  murmuring  faint- 
ly by  way  of  excuse,  "  the  spirit  indeed  is  willing  but  the  flesh 
is  weak,"  we  virtually  attempt  a  divorce  between  them.  We 
think  to  give  ourselves  a  short  respite  from  Christian  activity, 
but  expect  to  continue  in  spiritual  growth.  It  cannot  be  done.. 
We  inevitably  lose  tone.  We  will  not  pause  to  argue  whether 
this  disposition  growB  out  of  our  sense  of  irresponsibility  when 
the  doors  of  the  home  church,  the  mission  chapel  or  the  indus- 
trial school  are  closed,  or  out  of  a  natural  weariness  in  well- 
doing. It  is  enough  that  the  disposition  exists,  the  "  religious 
vacation  "  is  a  popular  institution,  and  thereby  our  Master  is 
yearly  defrauded  and  betrayed. 

To  justify  the  assertion  let  us  notice  a  few  of  the  many  oppor- 
tunities for  active  service  among  summer  wanderers. 

The  resting  place  is  a  hotel.  The  Sunday  services  may  be 
made  of  incalculable  value.  Little  children,  as  heathen,  for  all 
their  gorgeous  raiment,  as  those  of  Africa  may  be  gathered  for 
reading  and  story  telling,  which  will  be  as  manna  to  their  starv- 
ing souls.    Sacred  music  may  melt  hearts  and  blend  sympathies. 

Or  let  your  lot  be  cast  near  some  country  church.  The  rustics 
slip  out  as  the  season  for  city  visitors  opens,  either  overawed  by 
your  dress  and  equipage,  or  overburdened  by  your  demands  on 
their  time  and  strength.  The  mutual  influence  is  baneful.  You 
look  upon  them  as  slow,  cloddish,  incapable  of  spiritual  percep- 
tions. They  wonder  how  you  can  profess  to  worship  their  true 
God  when  apparently  you  worship  only  Mammon.  You  return  to 
your  city  home  with  new  accretions  of  spiritual  pride.  They 
remain  in  their  country  homes  filled  with  a'  vague  envy  of  your 
grandeur  and  a  diminished  desire  unto  God  This  is  all  changed 
when  you  carry  your  ideas  and  your  sympathies  into  their  sim- 
ple organizations,  and  work  by  their  side  for  a  while.  Then 
you  learn  to  respect  native  wit  and  genuine  common  sense  ;  you 
learn  much  of  pure  faith  from  untutored  lips,  and  appreciate  as 
never  before  the  beautifying  power  godliness. 

On  their  part  they  delight  in  receiving  ideas  familiar  to  you, 
but  new,  fresh,  and  attractive  to  them.  Communion  with  you 
quickens  their  desire  for  a  a  larger  culture,  and  when  you  leave 
them  your  memory  is  dearly  cherished. 

No  matter  how  short  your  time,  do  work  with  them  in  some 
way.  Leave  some  impression  in  the  church,  the  prayer-meeting, 
the  Sunday  school,  the  little  district  school  house,  the  farm 
kitchen,  somewhere,  that  shall  tell  for  your  Master. 

Wc  knew  two  young  ladies  who,  finding  one  of  these  back 
country  churches  more  dead  than  alive,  bought  a  number  of 
hymn  and  tune  books,  "  Songs  of  the  Sanctuary,"  placed  two  or 
three  in  each  seat  and  then  joined  the  choir  just  long  enough'to 
teach  them  a  few  of  the  sweetest  tunes.  That  church  rose  as 
from  the  dead.  Old  men  and  women  journeyed  many  miles  to 
see  the  new  books,  and  would  sit  crooning  over  them,  hugging 
them  through  the  entire  service.  Strangers  visiting  the  place 
for  the  summer,  caught  eagerly  at  the  familar  home  book,  and 
were  attracted  again  and  again  to  the  church.  This  happened 
some  years  ago,  and  the  little  broken  down  church  has  steadily 
grown  in  prosperity,  strength  and  beauty. 

Think  too,  of  the  new  life  you  can  impart  to  the  over-work- 
ed, pastors  of  these  out-of-the-way  flocks  I  How  seldom  do 
they  meet  and  converse  with  their  peers  I 

But  we  cannot  begin  to  enumerate  the  open  doors  which 
await  your  entrance.  It  is  a  day  when,  in  our  Christian  Asso- 
ciations particularly,  the  methods  of  Christian  activity  are  mul- 
tiform. Be  ready  and  eager  to  find  work  and  God  will  use  you 
to  save  many  from  that  most  bitter  cry,  "  the  harvest  is  past,  the 
summer  is  ended,  and  we  are  not  saved." 
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TWO  CONTRASTS. 

CYRUS  D.  FOBS. 

TotJKO  man,  "  look  on  this  picture  and  then  on  that."  As 
you  stand  on  the  threshold  of  life,  ask  yourself,  "  What  am  I 
here  for  t  What  must  I  do  in  order  to  prevent  my  life  from 
being  an  irreparable,  perhaps  a  disgraceful  failure  ?"  Would 
jou  know  whether  any  real  satisfaction  is  to  be  found  in  this 
world  without  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  blessed  Jesus  ? 
Ask  that  poet  of  dazzling  wit,  and  splendid  genius,  and  noble 
blood,  who 

"  Drank  every  cup  of  joy ;  heard  every  trump 
Of  fame  ;  drank  early,  deeply  drank  ;  drank  draughts 
That  common  millions  might  have  quenched ;  then  died 
.  Of  thirst,  because  there  was  no  more  to  drink  I" 
Byron  answers,  "  The  lapse  of  ages  changes  all  things,  ex- 
cept man  himself,  who  has  always  been,  and  will  always  be  an 
unlucky  rascal.    The  infinite  variety  of  lives  conducts  but  to 
death;  and  the  infinity  of  riches  leads  but  to  disappointment." 
On  his  thirty-sixth  birth  day,  but*  three  months  before  his 
death,  he  wrote  this  wail  of  despair: 

My  days  are  in  the  yellow  leaf; 

The  fruits  and  flowers  of  love  are  gone ; 
The  worm,  the  canker,  and  the  grief 

Remain  alone. 
The  fire  that  on  my  bosom  preys 

Is  lone  as  some  volcanic  isle  ; 
No  torch  is  kindled  at  its  blaze, 
A  funeral  pile. 
Over  against  this  dismal  portrait,  set  the  picture  of  one,  who 
having  proved  the  vanity  of  the  world  turned  to  God,  found 
solace  for  his  troubled  spirit,  and  then  realized  more  fully  than 
ever  his  fo-mer  hopeless  unrest  That  gifted  youth  Arthur  3. 
HaUam,  whom  Tennyson  so  touchingly  bewails  in  his  "In  Me- 
moriam,"  after  quaffing  many  a  full  cup  of  delight,  thus  wrote : 
"  Lord,  I  have  viewed  this  world  over  in  which  thou  hast  set 
me ;  I  have  tried  how  this  and  that  thing  will  fit  my  spirit,  and 
the  design  of  my  creation,  and  can  find  nothing  on  which  to  rest, 
for  nothing  true  doth  itself  rest :  but  such  things  as  please  me 
for  a  while  in  some  degree,  vanish  and  flee  as  shadows  from  be- 
fore me.  Lo !  I  come  to  Thee,  the  Eternal  Being,  the  Spring  of 
Life,  the  Centre  of  Rest,  the  Stay  of  the  Creation,  the  fullness  of 
all  things.  I  join  myself  to  Thee ;  with  Thee  I  will  lead  my  life, 
and  spend  my  days;  with  whom  I  am  to  dwell  for  ever;  ex- 
pecting, when  my  little  time  is  over,  to  be  taken  up  into  Thine 
own  eternity."  Young  man,  which  will  you  imitate,  Byron  or 
Hallam  ? 

Look  at  another  pair  of  portraits,  and  let  their  mute  lips 
speak  to  you ;  and  as  you  listen,  ponder  well  the  query  whether 
life  has  any  meaning,  or  is  a  dark  and  terrible  enigma. 

Voltaire,  near  the  close  of  his  career,  thus  records  his  judg- 
ment on  this  great  problem :  "  Who  can  without  horror  con- 
sider the  whole  world  as  the  empire  of  destruction  ?  It  abounds 
with  victims.  It  is  a  vast  field  of  carnage  and  contagion.  In 
man  there  is  more  wretchedness  than  in  all  the  other  animals 

§ut  together.  He  loves  life,  and  yet  he  knows  that  he  must 
ie.  If  he  enjoys  a  transient  good,  he  suffers  various  evils,  and 
is  at  last  devoured  by  worms.  The  bulk  of  mankind  are  nothing 
more  than  a  crowd  of  wretches,  equally  criminal  and  importu- 
nate; and  the  globe  contains  rather  carcasses  than  men.  I 
tremble  at  the  review  of  this  dreadful  picture,  to  find  it  con- 
tains a  complaint  against  Providence  itself;  and  I  with  I  had 
never  been  born  /"    So  the  world  looked  to  his  jaundiced  eye  I 

Haliburton,  on  his  death-bed  cried  out  in  rapture :  "  Oh, 
blessed  be  God  that  I  was  born.  I  have  a  father  and  a  mother,  and 
ten  brothers  and  sisters  in  heaven,  and  I  shall  be  the  eleventh. 
The  thing  I  rejoice  in  is  this :  that  God  is  altogether  full,  and 
that  in  the  Mediator,  Jesus  Christ,  is  all  the  fullness  of  the  God- 
head ;  it  will  never  run  out.  If  there  be  such  a  glory  in  Christ's 
conduct  towards  me  now,  what  will  it  be  to  see  the  Lamb  in  the 
midst  of  the  throne !  My  peace  hath  been  like  a  river.  Blessed 
be  God  that  I  was  born  /" 
Young  man,  would  you  be  like  Voltaire  or  Haliburton  ?   Con- 


template these  pictures.  There  are  myriads  more  of  both  kinds 
The  great  gallery  of  history  is  full  of  them.  On  which  side  of 
that  gallery  shall  the  portraiture  of  your  life  be  hung  by-and- 
by  ?  Where  the  night  shadows  settle,  or  where  the  everlasting 
light  gleams  ? 

HOW  TO  BEACH  THE  GERMANS. 

J.  W.  STDCKENBERG. 

The  following  eloquent  and  instructive  address  was  delivered 
before  the  Indianapolis  Convention  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Stuckenberg, 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.  He  is 
a  native  of  Germany  and  was  partly  educated  in  that  country. 
The  speech  was  greeted  by  the  delegates  and  the  large  audience 
which  listened  to  it  with  very  cordial  applause  and  approval. 
We  commend  these  words  of  wise  counsel  to  the  attention  of 
all  our  brethren,  knowing  they  will  find  in  them  helpful  sug- 
gestion in  Christian  work  among  the  Germans : 

"  How  can  we  bring  the  German  young  men  into  our  Associations 
and  under  our  immediate  influence  t 

There  are  supposed  to  be  in  the  United  States  five  million  Ger- 
mans and  their  descendants.  Of  this  number  some  are  Romanists 
and  some  are  infidels,  but  a  large  number  of  them  are  members  ot 
Protestant  churches. 

"  I  know  foil  well  that  many  of  the  parents  are  beyond  our  reach, 
but  we  can  get  at  the  children.  We  can  bring  the  young  men  into 
our  Associations.  There  is  a  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  many  Ger- 
mans against  the  Christian  Association,  and  we  cannot  wonder  at 
this  as  long  as  we  hear  persons  speak  of  the  Germans  onJy  as  "  in- 
fidels "  or  "  Beer  drinkers  "  and  as  universally  opposed  to  the  Lord's 
day.  But  as  soon  as  you  come  to  recognize  the  fact  that  there  are 
among  these  Germans  many  noble  young  men  who  are  just  as 
willing' to  stand  up  for  the  truth  and  for  Christ  as  any  of  you,  ycu 
will  do  much  to  win  the  sympathy,  the  hearts  and  the  hands  of  the 
German  young  men  of  this  country  and  of  the  British  Provinces. 

"  A  few  words  as  to  the  best  plans  for  reaching  German  young  men. 
I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  the  German  Association  in  New  York,  as 
I  understand  it,  and  I  have  been  interested  in  other  German  asso- 
ciations ;  but  the  German  young  men  of  this  country  need  much  of 
the  elevation  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  English  speaking  societies. 
We  need  your  practical  tact  and  business  ability,  your  fearlessness, 
your  activity  and  energy,  which  are  not  to  be  found  as  a  rule  in 
the  German  churches.  If,  indeed,  there  are  a  great  many  German 
young  men  in  a  city  who  do  not  understand  the  English  language, 
give  them  by  all  means  a  German  association,  where  all  the  exer- 
cises can  be  conducted  in  their  own  language ;  but  if  possible, 
bring  the  German  young  men  into  your  English-speaking  associa- 
tions. 

"  Then  some  of  you  Americans  need  a  little  of  what  we  Germans 
have,  and  you  have  not.  You  need  a  little  more  of -our  slowness 
and  patience  and  soberness — of  our  determination  to  take  a  stand 
and  keep  it ;  a  little  more  of  that  spirit  which  considers  more  be- 
fore it  decides,  and  when  it  decides  is  fixed  as  a  rock.  You  need  a 
little  more  of  the  German  depth  and  thoroughness.  Let  us  come 
together  and  give  to  each  other  what  we  need.  I  would  also  have 
you  use  the  German  young  men  as  a  power  among  the  Germans. 
Let  them  go  to  the  pastors  of  the  German  churches  and  get  their 
co-operation  in  this  great  work. 

"  And  when  you  have  Germans  in  your  English-speaking  associ- 
ations, give  them  now  and  then  a  German  newspaper,  or  book  and  a 
lecture,  or  a  sermon  in  German — something  that  touches  the  Ger- 
man heart  and  soul,  and  makes  them  feel  that  they  are  not  despised 
as  "  contemptible  Dutchmen." 

"  Another  thing :  do  not  expect  us  who  are  Germans,  to  come 
right  in  with  you  and  be  Americans.  We  cannot  do  it.  If  Ger- 
mans are  in  the  Convention,  do  not  expect  them  to  pop  up  at  every 
question  that  is  before  the  house.  And  if  they  are  a  little  more 
quiet  than  others,  do  not  attribute  it  to  a  lack  of  religious  feeling. 
Remember  there  are  emotions  that  are  too  deep  for  tears,  and  there 
is  a  walking  with  God  whose  footfalls  are  not  heard  in  applause." 
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LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 

By  Mrs.  E.  Prentiss. 
Author  <& "Fret,  Maria  and  Me,"  "SUpptng  Beavrnvcard,"  dbc.,dbts. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congnas,  In  the  rear  U7D,  by  the  Ex.  Cox.  of  the 

Y.  M.  C.  AmoclaUons  or  the TO.  S.  and  British  ProTlnco,  In  the  Clerk's 

Oflloe  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

CHAPTER  Till. 

Those  whom  marriage,  or  other  circumstances,  bring  to  a  great 
city,  often  complain  that  every  body  lets  them  alone.  They  come 
perhaps  from  a  community  where  they  have  been  known  to  all 
about  them,  persons  of  importance  in  their  sphere,  and  are  chilled 
and  surprised  to  find  themselves  quite  lout  and  unnoticed  in  the 
crowd  they  now  enter.  The  truth  is  there  are  any  number  of 
people  in  it  just  as  good,  just  as  nice,  just  as  agreeable,  as  them- 
selves, and  unless  they  put  on  some  badge  that  shall  distinguish 
them  from  the  rest,  they  will  live  unknown  and  die  nnlamented 
save  by  some  very  limited  circle  of  their  own.  Now  is  there  such 
a  body  T  Yes.  If  you  who  feel  lonely,  unknown,  isolated,  will  go 
about  labelled  ready  for  hard  work,  work  will  come  to  you,  and 
with  it  congenial  friends,  and  co-workers.  With  no  design  save 
that  of  doing  good,  Maggie  was  entering  warmly  into  the  interest 
of  the  church  to  which  Horace  had  brought  her ;  she  was  always 
at  the  prayer  meeting,  always  at  the  sewing  circle,  always  at  the 
Mission  School,  always  on  hand  when  special  cases  demanded 
special  work.  She  talked  little  and  did  much  ;  her  early  training 
fitted  her  for  all  sorts  of  practical  duly,  and  her  habits  of  industry 
enabled  her  to  accomplish  wonders,  and  though  she  had  no  money 
to  give,  she  was  becoming  very  necessary  and  very  much  beloved 
in  a  rich  church  where,  at  first  blush,  one  would  say  there  was  no 
lack  of  service.  It  takes  all  sorts  of  stones,  of  all  sizes  and  shapes, 
to  build  the  walls  of  a  church :  let  no  one  refuse  to  be  one  of  those 
stones,  however  small,  misshapen  or  ordinary  he  may  be. 

So  what  with  loving  her  husband  and  making  a  bright,  happy 
home  for  him,  her  class  at  Mission  school,  her  little  girls  at  tne 
Industrial  school,  her  sick  child  across  the  way,  and  many  a  deed 
done  by  her  right  hand  that  her  left  hand  never  knew  any  thing 
about,  "  our  Maggie,"  was  one  of  the  busiest,  and  one  of  the  hap- 
piest little  creatures  to  be  found  anywhere.  Tou  could  not  tell, 
why  when  she  opened  the  door,  and  came  into  a  room,  the  at- 
mosphere at  once  grew  sweet  and  fragrant ;  why,  whenever  you 
thought  of  her  you  wanted  to  take  her  In  your  arms  and  kiss  her ; 
nor  why,  if  you  were  in  trouble  you  wanted  to  run  and  tell  her  all 
about  it.  And  those  who  only  knew  her  as  she  was  now,  would 
have  found  it  hard  to  believe  that  it  was  not  the  hand  of  nature 
but  the  hand  of  grace  that  had  given  her  these  subtle  charms. 

Tot  all  the  sunshine  that  warmed  you,  and  the  love  that  satis- 
fied you,  and  the  sympathy  that  soothed  you,  were  the  reflection 
of  His  goodness  and  love  and  tenderness,  with  whom  Maggie  lived 
and  walked.  She  was  with  Him  so  constantly,  talked  with  Him 
so  intimately,  was  so  conscious  of  being  at  peace  with  Him,  that 
her  happiness  flowed  over  its  bounds  and  ran  to  encircle  and  glad- 
den you. 

Quarter-day  had  come  and  gone.  At  the  very  last  moment  Hor- 
ace had  been  able  to  pay  his  rent  and  that  care  was  off  his  mind. 
But  work  was  coming  in  upon  him  that  made  it  necessary  to  give 
np  most  of  his  evenings  to  it,  and  this  was  hard  for  him  and  hard 
for  Maggie,  who  after  longing  for  him  all  day,  dreaded  to  see 
books  ana  papers  brought  out  to  exclude  her  at  night.  But  they 
were  so  happy  in  each  other  that  they  needed  this  discipline  and 
tiiat  of  their  poverty,  and  unconsciously  to  themselves  they  prof- 
ited by  it. 

On  Monday  morning  Maggie  had  been  unusually  busy  about 
her  household  tasks,  and  had  not  had  time  to  put  off  her 
working  dress,  when  a  carriage  drove  up  to  the  door,  and 
Miss  Fitzsimmons  "  that  was,"  drawing  her  skirts  daintily  away 
from  the  dirty  street,  was  announced,  m  an  awe-stricken  voice  by 
Mary.  For  an  instant  Maggie's  heartbeat  and  her  cheek  flushed 
Horace  had  honorably  told  her  of  his  episode  with  that  young 
lady,  and  she  knew  there  was  no  point  at  which  they  should  sym- 
pathise ;  and  then  her  dress  1  It  never  occurred  to  her  that  she 
could  go  up  stairs,  deliberately  take  down  her  hair  and  rearrange 
it,  put  on  another  dress,  a  couple  of  bracelets,  an  extra  bow  ortwo, 
tic.,  after  the  manner  of  not  a  lew  of  her  sex  who  think  your  pre- 
cious time  of  no  value  provided  they  get  themselves  up  in  style. 
She  went  into  the  parlor  therefore,  simply  and  frankly,  met  her 
aristocratic  guest  with  true  hospitality  rather  than  furbelows,  and 
was  so  perfectly  at  ease  that  Miss  Shoddy  could  neither  put  her 
down  nor  out  of  countenance. 

"  I  have  long  been  intending  to  call  on  you,  Mrs.  Wheeler,  but 


my  numerous  engagements  have  hitherto  prevented.  I  hope  you 
will  remove  all  ceremony  and  come  to  us  on  Friday  evening,  just 
a  select  party,  a  mere  little  social  visit." 

•'  We  make  very  few  visits,"  Maggio  replied.  "  Mr.  Wheeler 
can  rarely  spare  nn  evening,  now  ;  he  brings  his  work  home,  how- 
ever, and  that  makes  it  a  little  less  lonely  for  me." 

"  I  shall  depend  on  you  for  Friday  night,  however.  Tell  Mr. 
Wheeler  he  must  not  forget  his  old  friends,  Though  von  areper- 
haps  not  aware  on  what  intimate  terms  we  were  ?  Yes  T  Well, 
really  I  feel  highly  honored  to  find  he  has  spoken  of  me  to  you  i 
good  morning,  remember  me  to  him ;  Friday  evening,  at  eight 
o'clock." 

And  then  she  swept  out  of  the  little  parlor,  and  Maggie  stood 
spell-bound  for  an  instant,  and  then  broke  forth  into  a  gay  laugh 
that  would  have  greatly  scandalized  the  departed  guest,  had  she 
heard  it.' 

"I  do  hope  Horace  won't  make  me  go,"  thought  she.  "I 
should 'nt  like  to  say  what  I  think  of  h«r.  How  dare  such  crea- 
tures call  to  see  creatures  like  me  ? "  And  then  she  laughed 
again,  and  frisked  back  to  her  unfinished  work  more  gaily  than 
ever.  Was  this  the  laugh  of  contempt  T  By  no  means.  It  was 
the  song  of  a  bird  that  has  soared  high,  and  lingered  long  in 
an  atmosphere  far  above  this  world. 

'*  We  shall  have  to  go,"  said  Horace,  when  Maggie  told  him  of 
the  invitation.    "  But  she  will  soon  drop  us  ;  never  fear." 

"  But  why  must  we  go  t  We  have  no  interest  in  common  with 
such  people.  Why,  all  I  can  talk  about  is  what  we  shall  have  fox 
dinner  when  dinner  is  to  be  got  without  money,  and  what  my 
Mission  children  are  to  wear,  and  what  I  am  to  teach  them,  and 
what  they  said  to  me  last  Sunday." 

"  Don't  be  absurd,  child,"  said  Horace,  looking  at  her  flushed, 
pretty  face  with  pride.  "  It  will  do  them  good  to  hear  something 
from  a  world  they  never  entered.    What  have  you  got  to  wear?  " 

"  Will  my  black  silk  dot " 

"No  indeed." 

"  She  said  it  was  to  be  a  very  social  little  party. 

"  Yes,  that's  the  stereotyped  word,  but  it  means  nothing  at  all. 
I  remember  my  first  entrance  into  fashionable  life.  The  invitation 
was  for  seven  o'clock,  and  the  words  wrytodaUy  were  underscored. 
Aunt  Jane,  who  never  goes  to  large  parties  was  deceived,  as  well 
as  I,  and  as  she  chose  to  have  me  escort  her,  we  reached  the  house 
not  long  after  the  appointed  hour.  Aunt  Jane  was  very  plainly 
dressed,  and  so  were  the  very  few  guests  we  found  there ;  but  our 
hostess  was  all  ablaze  with  diamonds,  and  threw  everybody  into 
the  shade  till  two  mortal  hours  had  passed,  when  lo  a  host  of 
birds  of  Paradise  came  flocking  in,  till  the  large  rooms  were 
crowded  almost  to  suffocation.  We  got  no  supper  till  half-past 
eleven,  by  which  time  we  were  ready  to  sink  with  fatigue,  and 
Aunt  Jane  took,  a  vow  never  to  make  another  "  social "  visit  dur- 
ing her  natural  life.'* 

"  And  why  can't  we  do  the  same  t " 

"  Well,  we  are  not  elderly  widows  and  people  would  think  us 
odd." 

"  Then  let  them  think  so.    What  do  we  core  what  they  think  T  " 

"  But  in  this  case  we  must  go.    Mrs. ,  what's  her  name  1 " 

-  Mrs.  Read." 

"  Mrs.  Bead  will  fancy  you  are  afraid  to  trust  me  in  her  charm- 
ing presence,  if  we  decline  to  go." 

Maggie  laughed  lightly. 

"  Then  suppose  you  go  without  mef  I  don't  really  think  Pve 
got  anything  that  is  fit  for  a  regular  party  dress." 

"  Wear  what  you  wore  to  Mrs.  White's  the  evening  we  dined 
there.    You  looked  so  lovely  then,  Maggie." 

"  But  I  should  have  to  get  a  pair  of  new  gloves ;  and  oh  Horace, 
we  should  not  be  able  to  walk,  and  if  we  took  a  carriage — " 

"  It  would  cost  money.  Yes  1  know  that,  but  just  this  once 
won't  ruin  us." 

"  No,  but  it  will  not  end  at  this  once,  if  we  begin  to  go  to  large 
parties." 

•*  What  a  nuisance  it  is  to  have  to  count  every  penny  so  1 "  said 
Horace. 

"  You  really  want  to  go,  then  T  " 

"I  cannot  say  that  exactly.  But  I  must  own  that  I  should  like 
to  let  that  set  of  people  see  my  little  wife." 

"Ifthatisall,  I  will  not  go,"  said  Maggie  decidedly.  "Dear 
Horace  why  can't  we  take  a  position  of  our  own  ;  we  don't  care 
for  the  world  and  it  does'nt  care  for  us ;  and  we  can't  afford  to  keep 
up  with  it,  either." 

"  Oh,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  I  have  done  with  the  world," 
replied  Horace,  "  but  I  rather  thought  we  ought  to  look  into  it  now 
and  then,  if  only  to  make  sure  there  ia  nothing  in  it  we  want,  and 
that  we  have  nothing  to  give  it.  But  if  you  say  so,  well  cut  loose 
from  it,  and  make  a  new  one  for  ourselves." 

"  Not  for  ourselves,  but  for  everybody  we  can  help  or  comfort. 
Now  that  miserable  rent  is  paid,  I'll  tell  you  what  I  want  to  do." 

"  Well,  my  little  woman,  speak  on,  and  speak  fast,  for  I've  bard 
work  before  me  to-night." 
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"  I'll  apeak  as  slowly  as  I  can,"  said  Maggie,  who  could  be  mis- 
chievous when  she  chose.    "  I  want  to  get  up  a  nice  little  supper 
next  Sunday  night  and  hare  ydur  Mission  boys  to  tea," 
"  They  would'nt  come." 

"Leave that  to  me.  I'll  get  round  them.  Well  have  them  to 
tea ;  then  we'll  read  a  chapter,  oh,  we'll  read  round,  boys  always 
like  that,  and  have  prayers,  and  sing  a  little,  and  then  I'll  go  down 
and  read  to  Mary  in  the  kitchen,  and  you  can  talk  to  them,  and 
get  at  them  aa  you  can't  do  at  school.  Then  on  the  Sunday  after 
I'll  have  my  girls." 

"  And  shall  I  have  to  go  and  stay  with  Mary  ?  "  asked  Horace, 
demurely 

"No.  After  prayers  you  shall 'go  and  spend  one  hour  with 
Aunt  Jane.  She  misses  the  Sunday  evening  visits  you  used  to 
make  her  after  you  were  wounded,  and  I  don't  think  you  ought  to 
give  them  up.  I  do  not  see  how  an  own  mother  could  have  done 
more  for  you  than  she  has  done." 

"  If  ever  a  man  let  himself  be  pulled  about  by  the  nose,  I  am 
that  man,"  said  Horace.  "  Well,  get  up  your  little  suppers,  and 
whatever  else  you  like.  Only  now  I  really  must  attend  to  these 
papers.    Bliss  me,  and  let  me  go." 

Which  she  did,  but  he  would'nt  go.  This  little  wife  charmed 
him,  he  knew  not  why,  and  he  did  not  feel  like  work  after  his 
long  day  at  the  office." 

"I  don't  know,"  he  said,  untying  at  last  the  red  tape  that 

secured  a  roll  of  papers,  "  whether  I  most  like  or  most  love  you." 

"  Was  that  remark  addressed  to  those  papers,  or  to  met "  asked 

Maggie,  in  a  way  that  provoked  the  tossing  of  them  all  on  the 

table,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  the  evening  untouched. 

"  I'll  have  stewed  prunes  for  one  thing,"  said  Maggie,  "  And 
buns  for  another.  Boys  always  like  buns.  And  doughnuts.  I  wish 
we  could  afford  to  give  them  some  oysters." 
"  We  might,  just  for  once,"  said  Horace. 
"Butitis'nt  going  to  be  for  once,"  it  is  going  to  be  ever  so 
many  times.  Well,  I  know  what  I'll  have.  There  are  plenty  of 
good  things  that  don't  cost  much,  only  Jhey  are  not  genteeL  But 
we  don't  set  up  to  be  genteel. 

The  next  Sunday  Maggie  scared  every  boy  in  Horace's  class 
with  a  tiny  little  note  in  which  she  called  him  Dear  Bob  or  Dear 
Jim,  as  the  case  might  be,  told  him  what  she  was  going  to  have 
for  supper,  and  coaxed  him  to  bring  his  Bible  and  surely  come. 
"  Are  you  a-going  Bob  ?  "  quoth  Jim. 
**  No,  I  aint  got  anything  to  wear." 

"  I  ain't  either.    What  do  you  suppose  she  wants  of  us  f  " 
"  To  convert  us,  I  guess  I "   Whereupon  seven"  separate  grins  on 
as  many  separate  faces. 

"  Cold  suppers  is  prime,"  suggested  Bill  Rooney.  "  I'm  a-going. 
She  knowed  I'd  come  looking  like  sixty.  She  saw  me  last  Sunday, 
and  she  seen  me  this." 

"If  you're  a-going,  I  am,"  said  Bob. 

"Let's  all  go,"  squealed  little  Tim  Weaver,  who  never  remem- 
bered having  all  he  wanted  to  eat  at  any  one  time  in  his  life. 
"  What's  this  at  the  end  ?  Your  'aft'  friend.  I  say,  what  kind 
of  a  friend  is  that?" 

"  It  means  that  shell  be  affronted  if  we  don't  go,"  said  Jim. 
"  And  the  Cap'n  says  he  wants  us. 

The  thing  ended  on  this  wise.  The  door-bell  rang  at  six  o'clock, 
and  the  'seven  boys  stamped  into  the  house  looking  like  seven 
prisoners  about  to  be  sentenced.  There  was  a  scuffle  in  the  hall 
as  to  who  should  go  into  the  parlor  first,  which  was  summarily 
ended  by  Jim's  aiding  little  Tim's  entrance  by  the  skillful  appli- 
cation of  his  foot  to  the  small  of  his  back,  sending  that  young 
man  into  the  august  presence  of  "  the  Cap'n  "  and  Maggie,  with  a 
jerk  that  took  away  his  breath. 

Seven  hard  faces  looked  up  into  Maggie's,  and  seven  hard  little 
fists  were  clasped  by  her  loving  hand ;  and  then  they  got  awk- 
wardly into  seven  chairs,  and  looked  as  if  they  would  like  to  run 
away.  Bob  had  got  on  his  older  brother's  jacket,  lent  for  the 
occasion,  and  was  nearly  buried  alive  in  it,  Jim  had  out-grown 
his  jacket,  which  came  only  a  little  way  below  his  arms,  and  girt 
him  about  like  a  belt.  Little  Tim  could  hardly  walk,  for  he  wore 
his  mother's  shoes,  which  Call  off  at  every  step,  and  even  when  he  sat 
in  his  chair  with  his  young  legs  dangling  in  the  air ;  he  blushed, 
and  put  them  on,  and  they  fell  off,  and  were  put  on  again,  in  spite 
of  his  lowly  whispered  demonstration  "  I  Bar  you  old  shoes  you, 
you'd  better  stay  on  if  you  know  what's  good  for  you." 

But  now  tea  was  ready,  and  Maggie  got  them  around  her  little 
table  somehow. 

"  Now  boys,"  she  said,  pleasantly,  "  we  always  shut  our  eyes  and 
fold  our  hands,  and  ask  God  to  bless  our  food  before  we  taste  it, 
and  you'll  do  just  as  we  do,  I'm  sure." 

The  seven  pairs  of  eyes  shut  themselves  together  like  a  vice, 
and  the  rough  hands  were  folded  as  in  a  mortal  gripe.  Only  little 
Tim,  could'nt  help  "  peeking,"  as  he  afterwards  confessed,  to  see 
whether  all  the  promised  things  were  on  the  table.  Maggie  had 
provided  as  she  would  have  done  for  her  own  little  brothers,  if  she 
had  had  seven  of  them,  and  was  greatly  surprised  and  disappointed 


to  find  how  little  these  boys  ate  in  proportion.  There  were  vari- 
ous reasons  for  this.  In  the  first  place  they  were  frightened  half 
out  of  their  wits.  Then  they  had  nono  of  them  the  vigorous  health 
of  boys  born  of  pure  and  healthy  parents,  nor  had  they  been  accus- 
tomed to  the  full  meals  to  which  the  children  of  plenty  are  invited 
thrice  every  day.  Still  they  had  a  certain  pleasure  in  sitting  at  a 
well  ordered  table,  and  in  drinking  tea  with  "the  Cap'n  "  and  his 
dear  little  wife,  and  little  Tim  did  full  justice  to  all  the  good 
things,  if  the  others  did  not.  Indeed  he  never  heard  the  last  of 
his  feast  on  this  occasion,  as  each  of  his  comrades  made  an  exact 
inventory  of  all  he  consumed,  and  never  forgot  one  of  its  items. 
The  "  reading  round  "  at  prayers  proved  an  excruciating  task  to 
those  who  read  and  to  those  who  listened.  Not  one  of  the  boys 
read  slowly  or  distinctly,  or  with  a  particle  of  life  and  spirit ;  still, 
a  chapter  was  got  through,  somehow,  and  then  they  all  knelt 
down  together  while  Horace  prayed  for  them  as  he  had  never 
done  before.  After  this  came  the  singing,  and  it  was  pleasant  to 
hear  the  seven  young  voices  re-iterating,  "  Yes,  Jesus  loves  me  1 " 
over  and  over  till  it  did  seem  that  they  must  truly  believe  what 
they  sang.  Ah,  how  little  it  was  to  Him,  what  sort  of  uncouth, 
ill-dad  bodies  held  the  souls  he  loved  1  Perhaps  there  was  not  in 
all  the  city  a  group  over  which  His  heart  yearned  more  tenderly 
than  over  tbis. 

Maggie  skipped  away  after  the  singing,  as  she  had  said  she 
should,  that  Horace  might  talk  freely  to  his  boys,  and  went  down 
into  the  kitchen,  but  Mary  had  gone  to  bed.  So  she  sat  by  the 
fire  there,  silently  praying  for  each  boy  by  name,  and  that  Horace 
might  touch  and  gain  their  hearts,  and  lead  each  one  to  Christ.  At 
last  she  heard  them  go  shuffling  out,  and  ran  gladly  up  stairs 
right  into  two  arms  that  were  waiting  for  her  there. 

"They  have  enjoyed  it,  I  am  sure  they  have,"  said  Horace, 
"  and  I  dont  know  when  I  have  had  such  a  pleasant  evening.  How 
happy  we  are  Maggie  I " 

"Yes,  indeed,"  she  cried.    "No  one  on  earth  could  be  more  so." 

The  next  Sunday  evening  went  off  still  better.  The  girls  were 
not  so  shy  as  the  boys  had  been ;  the  true  woman  slumbered  in 
each  of  them  and  told  them  to  sit  at  the  table  as  Maggie  did,  not 
a  foot  from  it ;  and  after -Horace  had  gone  away  they  clustered 
round  their  teacher  with  hugs  and  kisses  and  admiring  glances, 
and  let  her  talk  to  them  as  she  pleased. 

They  were  all  clamorous  to  come  again,  and  Maggie  promised 
they  should,  for  her  heart  yearned  over  them  with  love  and  pity. 

Meanwhile  Horace  was  giving  Aunt  Jane  an  animated  account 
of  the  evening  with  his  boys,  making  her  smile  at  one  moment 
and  filling  her  eyes  with  tears  the  next. 

"  You  ore  forming  just  such  a  Christian  home  as  I  hoped  you 
would,"  she  said.  "And  you  may  depend  upon  it,  that  in  blessing 
others  you  will  find  the  richest  blessing  life  can  bring." 

"  It  is  all  Maggie's  doing,"  returned  Horace.  "  I  should  never 
have  thought  of  such  a  thing  myself.  Muoh  lew  should  I  have 
believed  that  It  could  be  such  a  fountain  of  pure  joy." 

"  But  it  is  not  every  man  who  would  at  once  have  yielded  to  his 
Maggie's  wishes,"  said  Aunt  Jane.  "  I  particularly  like  it  in  you, 
Horace,  because  you  naturally  like  to  lead." 

"  Oh  I  lead  now,"  he  said  quickly.  "  Maggie  never  sets  up  her 
will  against  mine." 

Aunt  Jane  smiled.    She  could  see  the  silken  cord  of  love  by  which 
gie  was  drawing  him  along,  and  rejoiced  in  it. 
[  wanted  to  see  you  alone,"  she  went  on,  "  to  tell  you  how  very 
glad  I  am  that  you  have  conquered  your  reluctance  to  pray  at  our 
evening  meetings." 

"  That  was  Maggie's  doing,  too,"  he  replied.  "  I  know  I  am 
not  gifted  in  that  line  " — 

"  What  is  being  gifted?  "  she  interrupted. 

"  Why,  one  cant  exactly  define  it,  but  surely  we  all  know  what 
it  means." 

"If  it  means  being  far-fetched,  and  original  and  striking,  then  I 
will  allow  that  you  are  not.  But  If  it  means  really  speaking  to 
the  Lord  Jesus  like  one  used  to  it,  in  the  language  of  simple  love 
and  faith,  without  rhetoric  or  flourish  or  parade,  then  dear  Horace 
you  are  so  far  gifted  that  it  is  your  duty  to  lead  us  in  our  prayers 
whenever  you  are  asked." 

-    "  Thank  you  Aunt  Jane ,  you  have  taken  a  perfect  load  off  my 
mind." 

"  But  I  want  to  take  a  mother's  privilege  and  suggest  one  thing, 
that  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  do  to  every  young  man  who  prays 
in  public  You  all  repeat  the  name  of  God  too  often,  and  if  no 
friend  has  courage  to  tell  you  of  it  at  the  outset,  the  habit  becomes 
fixed.  I  know  it  is  a  very  delicate  matter  to  criticize  a  prayer, 
but  I  do  it  in  tenderest  love,  I  might  say  pride.  For  when 
I  think  of  what  you  were  aiming  at  a  few  years  ago,  and  what 
you  love  and  are  aiming  at  now,  I  could  cry  for  joy. 

"And  so  could  II"  be  said,  while  his  eyes  grew  moist  with 
grateful  tears.  When  I  think  of  those  days,  days  of  perfect 
health  and  comparative  freedom  from  care,  for  I  had  only 
myself  to  think  of  then,  and  these  days  when  I  suffer  the 
inconvenience  and  privation  of  one  limb  less  than  I  was  born 
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with,  and  the  constant  restriction  of  limited  means,  I  am  aston- 
ished at  the  superficial  views  of  life  that  made  me  count  setting 
into  society  a  gain  when  it  was  only  a  sad,  irreparable  loss. 
"  God  has  been  very  good  to  you,"  she  said  musingly. 
"  Yes.  And  what  he  has  given  mo  in  Maggie,  no  tongue  can 
tell.  'Why  he  should  create  and  then  give  her  to  me,  I  cannot 
imagine.    Ton  don't  know  what  she  is." 

"All  have  not  been  married  to  her  five  months,  perhaps  I  do 
not,"  she  answered,  with  a  smile.  "  But  I  have  known  her  a  great 
many  years,  and  her  happiness  in  you  and  yours  in  her,  does  my 
old  heart  good.  And  now,  before  you  go,  let  us  kneel  down  and 
thank  God  for  all  He  has  given  us,  especially  that  He  has  given 
us  Himself." 

Well,  it  was  not- a  "  gifted  prayer  "  that  went  up  from  his  lips 
that  night  as  Horace  knelt  side  by  side  with  his  almost  mother, 
but  it  told  a  story  of  love  and  faith  that  brought  them  very  near 
to  Christ  and  to  each  other,  and  sent  him  home  a  very  happy  man. 
-  And  there  he  found  Maggie  waiting  to  tell  him  all  about  her 
evening,  with  all  sort  of  amusing  things  mixed  up  with  the  graver 
ones,  and  so  ended  a  day  that  had  had  in  it,  and  that  had  given  to 
many  others,  some  of  the  gladdest  sunshine  of  life.  Let  those  who 
do  not  believe  it,  try  it  for  themselves. 

Though  Maggie  had  once  said  there  was  nothing  characteristic 
and  individual  about  her  new  home,  that  could  not  be  said  now. 
For  the  sun  shone  on  very  few  that  were  so  poor  yet  so  rich  ; 
so  strictly,  often  painfully  economical,  yet  so  hospitable ;  so  full  of 
care,  yet  so  free  from  care.  Both  Horace  and  Maggie  had  to  trim 
their  sails  very  closely ;  and  those  who  know  what  it  is  to  count 
the  cost  of  every  little  item  know  that  there  is  no  poetry  in  that 
sort  of  life,  that  is  to  say  no  poetry  in  the  mere  counting.  Tet  those 
who  know  nothing  about  these  wearisome  details,  are  ignorant  too 
of  many  a  little,  innocent  joy  born  thereof,  or  rather  born  in  spite 
of  them.  When  Mr.  Baynor.  the  great  millionaire,  carried  home 
to  his  wife  one  day,  a  set  of  diamonds  fit  for  a  princess,  she  was 
proud  and  pleased,  and  on  great  occasions  decked  herself  in  them 
with  no  little  state.  But  when  Horace  brought  to  Maggie  a  bunch 
of  fragrant  violets  with  one  or  two  words  that  sparkled  with  the 
love  he  offered  with  them,  it  is  no  exaggeration,  none  whatever,  to 
say  that  this  gift  awakened  more  joy  in  her  heart  than  her  appar 
ently  more  favored  sister-woman  could  be  made  to  feel  at  any  price. 
How  often  she  had  passed  the  poor  girls  and  poor  old  women  who 
sold  these  bouquets  by  the  wayside,  and  refused  herself  the  luxury 
of  buying  one ;  and  now  it  had  come  to  her  fragrant  with  the  love 
of  the  heart  she  loved  best  I  And  then,  when  after  close  consulta- 
tion they  went  out  together  and  bought  some  household  treasure, 
long  needed  and  at  last  attainable,  how  content  they  were,  and  how 
astonished  that  five  dollars  could  go  so  far  1 

Their  identity  with  the  Mission  school  had  given  them  good, 
estimable  friends ;  There  had  been  several  simple  entertainments 
given  to  the  teachers  which  they  had  heartily  enjoyed.  And  now 
spring  hod  come,  bringing  among  many  other  pleasant  things  a 
basket  of  eggs  from  Maggie's  own  liens  at  home,  and  her  father  and 
mother  had  come  too  for  a  little  visit. 

"  Well  have  all  the  mission  and  all  the  Sunday  school  teachers 
some  evening  this  week,"  said  Maggie.  "  I  want  my  father  and 
mother  to  see  how  nice  they  are.  Besides,  we've  visited  ever  so 
many  of  them." 

"  Tee,"  said  Horace,  a  little  dubiously.  "  Only  our  rooms  are  so 
small.  When  I  took  this  house,  I  thought  we  should  never  under- 
take to  entertain  visitors  in  it." 

"  Tou  did'nt  know  what  sort  of  a  Maggie  you  were  going  to 
marry,"  she  said,  laughing  at  his  doubtful  face.  "  I  know  what 
you  are  thinking  of.  Oysters  and  ice  cream.  But  I  am  not.  I 
am  going  to  have  cake  and  coffee ;  no  more  and  no  less.  The 
boys  have  sent  eggs,  and  mother  has  brought  butter ;  I  shall 
make  the  cake,  and  it  will  be  sure  to  be  good." 

"  But  nothing  but  cake  and  coffee  I "  said  Horace. 

*  Yes  dear,  what  we  can  afford,  not  what  we  can't.  I  am  not 
ashamed  that  I  can't  get  up  splendid  suppers ;  and  I  should  be 
ashamed  to  ape  the  style  of  those  who  do. 

What  an  independent  little  piece  it  is  1 "  cried  Horace,  going  off 
to  his  office  conquered,  if  not  convinced.  Maggie  wrote  some  of 
her  invitations  and  promised  a  pie  to  a  boy  who  was  kicking  up 
his  heels  in  idleness  across  the  street,  if  he  would  deliver  them  ; 
and  ran  round  to  see  other  friends  who  lived  near.  Almost  every 
body  came;  every  body  had  a  good  time,  every  body  enjoyed  the 
cake  and  coffee,  and  the  agreeable  host  and  sweet  little  wife.  But 
when  there  came  signs  of  departure,  Maggie  went  eagerly  to  Hor- 
ace, and  whispered. 

"  We'll  have  prayers  before  they  go,  shan't  we  ? " 

"Oh,  would  you  ?" 

"  Yes  indeed,  why  not  ?  " 

"  It  will  look  so  odd." 

"  Will  it  t  But  we  don't  care  how  it  looks.  It  is  the  right  way, 
I'm  sure  it  is." 

"  Well." 

And  his  momentary  doubt  and  embarassment  gave  way  when  a 


few  minutes  later  he  heard  the  voice  of  his  Maggie's  father  in  such 
a  prayer  as  befitted  a  Christian  home,  where  the  Master  of  the  feast 
was  acknowledged  as  a  welcome  Guest.  ;He  was  glad  that  he  had 
this  fearless  wife,  who  was  never  ashamed  of  her  flag,  yet  never 
paraded  it ;  glad  that  he  was  under  her  gentle,  loving  guidance. 

And  Maggie,  unconscious  of  this  guidance,  was  glad  she  had 
such  a  good  man  for  her  husband,  who  always  took  such  a  decided 
stand  on  the  right  side  1  She  enjoyed  the  visit  of  her  father  and 
mother  with  all  her  heart,  and  they  enjoyed  it  with  all  theirs,  as 
well  they  might. 

"  I  want  you  to  know  darling,"  her  mother  said,  at  parting, 
that  if  anything  should  happen  to  us,  your  father  and  I  should 
leave  you  without  one  anxious  thought.  We  love  Horace  almost 
as  well  as  we  do  you ;  he  is  a  noble,  true  hearted  man." 

These  words  fell  sweetly  on  Maggie's  ear. 

'"You  can't  think  how  kind  he  is  to  me,"  she  said.  But  it  wor- 
ries him  that  we  have  to  pinch  so.  It  comes  harder  on  him  than 
on  me,  because  I've  always  been  used  to  it." 

"  It  will  not  hurt  either  of  you  as  long  as  you  have  health.  And 
if  that  fails,  God  will  provide  for  you  in  some  way,"  said  her 
father.  "  He  is  rich,  and  could  give  you  more  now  if  He  saw  that 
it  would  be  good  for  you.  Never  forget  that." 

"  I  never  do,"  said  Maggie.  "  I  would  not  have  you  think  we  are 
either  of  us  discontented.  But  sometimes  when  we  dine  out,  and 
I  see  the  beautiful  table  linen,  and  the  delicate  cut-glass,  and  all 
the  luxuries  of  that  sort,  it  does  shoot  through  me— just  t/ioott  you 
know — 'Well  Maggie,  would'nt  you  like  to  indulge  in  such 
treasures'?" 

"  But  such  shots  will  not  kill  my  little  Maggie,"  said  her  mother 
— '•  nor  even  wound  her  very  sorely." 

"  No.  But  I  thought  I  ought  to  tell  you  that  I  am  not  an 
angel,"  said  Maggie,  laughing,  yet  with  some  feeling,  "  though  I 
do  want  to  be  one." 

"  It  would  not  take  long,  nor  be  very  hard  work  to  turn  her  into 
one,"  her  mother  said,  afterward,  referring  to  this  remark,  made 
in  a  sweet,  shame-faced  way. 

"  She  is  a  chip  of  the  old  block ! "  was  the  reply  made  in  a  tone 
that  did  the  heart  of  the  minister's  wife  good. 

Maggie  went  home  to  spend  the  month  of  August.  Horace 
spending  his  Sundays  with  her.  She  went  to  please  her  parents 
and  the  boys,  rather  than  herself,  for  it  grieved  her  to  leave  her 
husband  hard  at  work,  and  alone.  And  she  did  not  like  to  leave 
her  scholars,  either ;  they  loved  her  so  dearly,  and  she  was  get- 
ting such  influence  ovor  them.  Still  she  had  a  happy  month  at 
the  dear  old  parsonage,  saw  all  her  old  friends,  said  and  did  a 
great  many  kind  things,  and  wrote  letters  to  Horace  that  filled 
him  with  pride  and  joy. 

So  the  first  year  of  their  married  life  was  drawing  to  an  end  in 
a  sunshiny  way ;  Annie  and  her  Tom  were  expected  home,  and 
Aunt  Jane  had  put  some  business  into  the  hands  of  Horace  that 

E remised  to  be  very  lucrative.  They  breathed  more  freely,  and 
[aggie  promised  herself  tho  great  joy  of  doing  more,  through  the 
approaching  winter,  for  a  set  of  poor  folks  she  had  in  hand,  than 
she  had  done  before. 

As  has  been  already  observed,  the  house  in  which  they  lived 
was  in  an  obscure  street,  not  far  from  a  number  of  tenement  houses, 
wherein  d  welt  swarms  of  ill  conditioned  men,  women  and  children. 
Whether  owing  to  this  fact  or  to  some  other,  about  the  middle  of 
September  Horace  began  to  suffer  with  pains  in  his  head,  of  which 
he  did  not,  at  first,  speak  to  Maggie.  But  she  soon  perceived  his 
flagging  appetite  and  loss  of  strength,  and  expressed  her  uneasi- 
ness. 

«•  It  is  nothing  but  the  heat,"  Horace  declared.  "I  always  find 
this  early  September  weather  trying,  I  shall  be  all  right  in  a  day 
or  two." 

But  he  grew  worse  rather  than  better,  and  the  doctor,  whom 
Maggie  at  last  called  in,  uttered  two  words  that  completely  dis- 
heartened her,  for  she  had  seen  not  a  little  typhus  fever  in  her 
own  village-home,  and  dreaded  it  as  those  who  dwell  in  cities  dread 
the  small  pox.  And  Horace  so  soon  became  unconscious  ot  all  ■ 
about  him  that  the  floods  of  tears  she  shed  did  him  no  harm.  She 
had  never  been  a  coward  before ;  she  had  been  a  courageous,  cheer- 
ful nurse  repeatedly,  when  there  had  been  serious  illness  in  her 
father's  house.  But  now  she  cried  day  and  night.  The  thought 
of  having  to  live  without  Horace  was  so  fearful  that  she  found  no 
spot  on  which  to  rest.  She  fancied  his  death,  his  funeral,  her  go- 
ing back  to  live  at  home,  and  could  have  shrieked  at  the  bare 
image.  What  sort  of  a  home  would  it  be?  Why,  the  mountains 
that  stood  around  it  would  lie  before  her  like  a  dead  plain  ;  the 
fields  and  groves  would  be  covered  with  a  black  pall ,  forever  more  1 
And  then  she  hung  over  Horace  and  begged  him  to  speak  to  her 
once  more  only  once,  and  tell  her  he  forgave  the  little  faults  which 
now  loomed  up  before  her  imagination,  as  so  many  crimes. 

In  this  state  Aunt  Jane  found  her,  when  on  her  return  to  town 
on  the  first  of  October,  she  drove  leisurely  down  to  see  them,  ig- 
norant of  what  was  going  on. 
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"My  poor  child,  I  did'nt  know  you  I"  She  said,  taking  the 
drooping  figure  in  her  arms.  "  Is  this  my  courageous,  is  this  my 
christian.  Maggie  t" 

"Oh  I  don't  know  who  it  is  I"  answered  Maggie,  and  she  went 
on  crying  in  such  a  sorrowful,  heart-breaking  way,  that  notwith- 
standing Aunt  Jane's  tacit  reproof,  she  began  to  cry  too,  till  nei- 
ther of  them  had  a  tear  left. 

"  Now  we  shall  feel  better,  and  be  able  to  talk,"  she  said,  smil- 
ing, and  drawing  Maggie  closer.  "  Tell  me  all  about  it ;  tell  me 
what  makes  you  so  hopeless." 

Maggie  told  the  whole  story,  quietly,  but  pitifully. 

"  The  hard  part  of  it  is  that  I  can't  pray,"  she  added.  "  If  I 
kneel  down  I  just  go  to  crying  and  can't  say  a  word ;  I  know  it  is 
all  right,  and  that  I  ought  to  be  willing  to  let  him  go  if  Qod  says 
so :  but  the  bare  thought  of  having  to  live  without  him  makes  me 
shiver." 

"I  do  not  want  to  try  to  make  you  fancy  that  it  would  not  be  a 
very  grievous  thing  to  give  him  up,"  said  Aunt  Jane,  "But  I  want 
you  to  listen  to  what  F am  now  about  to  say,  because  I  mean  a 
great  deal  by  it.  Do  you  remember  the  story  of  the  sickness  of 
David's  child ;  how,  during  those  seven  days  he  fasted,  and  wept 
and  prayed,  and  when  he  heard  that  it  was  dead  he  arose  from 
the  earth,  and  washed  and  anointed  himself,  and  changed  hie 
apparel,  and  came  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  worshipped  V 

"  Yes,  and  it  has  puzzled  me." 

"  But  I  understand  it,  and  so  do  all  who  have  had  a  similar  ex- 
perience, or  have  observed  it  in  others.  God  does  not  give  before- 
hand the  grace  with  which  to  bear  His  blows ;  He  does  not  heal 
before  he  smites.  In  your  terror  at  the  thought  of  parting  with 
Horace,  you  left  entirely  out  of  account  the  sustaining  power  that 
would  hold  you  up  and  bear  you  through  those  awful  moments  : 
you  suffered  in  advance,  and  wholly  in  your  own  strength.  But 
how  many,  how  many  persons  I  have  heard  say  ;  lam  a  marvel  to 
myself  I  This  blow,  so  long  dreaded,  has  not  slain  me,  as  I  even 
believed  it  would  ;  I  stagger  under  it,  but  I  live  to  wonder  at  the 
strength  Qod  gives  me,  and  in  which  I  bear  it.  Just  as  the  mass 
of  people  heed  death  and  declare  that  theyshall  shrink  from  it  at 
the  last :  yet,  for  all  that,  the  dying  grace  comes  in  the  dying 
hour." 

Maggie  made  no  reply,  but  received  these  words  thoughtfully 
into  her  heart. 

"  Shall  I  go  in  now  and  see  Horace  V  asked  Aunt  Jane. 

"  If  you  are  not  afraid  of  taking  the  lever,"  said  Maggie,  and 
then  wondered  how  she  could  use  the  word  'afraid'  to  one  who 
she  well  knew,  understood  not  its  meaning. 

"  What  doctor  have  yout"  was  the  next  question  as  they  stood 
together  by  the  unconscious  sufferer. 

"  Oh  I  didnot  know  whom  to  send  for ;  you  were  away,  and  so 
was  everybody  I  knew :  I  got  the  one  who  resides  nearest ;  Dr. 
Page." 

"  I  never  heard  of  him.  The  next  time  he  comes  oak  him  if  he 
is  willing  I  should  send  my  doctor,  also." 

They  sat  down  together  in  silence,  but  it  was  silence  before 
God.  Then  Aunt  Jane  said,  "  There  is  just  one  thing  I  want  to 
say,  if  you  can  bear  it,  darling.  Could  you  believe,  if  you  did  not 
know  it,  that  out  of  a  repulsive  caterpillar  there  could  emerge  a 
bright-winged  butterfly  T  But  I  want  you  to  believe,  because  1 
know  it  is  true,  that  joy  emerges  from  sorrow,  and  soars  on  wings 
far  more  beautiful  than  any  earthly  analogy  can  paint.  If  Qod 
takes  away  your  husband  He  will  give  you  something  better,  in 
his  place." 

Maggie  listened  as  we  listen  to  a  distant  strain  of  music,  not 
quite  catching  its  refrain,  not  sure  whether  it  comes  from  heaven 
above  or  fr  >m  the  earth  beneath,  yet  soothed  and  quieted  by  it. 
And  then  they  talked  no  more,  but  sat  watehing  the  day  slowly 
deport,  and  if  Maggie  could  not  pray,  Aunt  Jane  could. 

Yet  though  she  loved  Horace  like  a  son,  and  realized  now  how 
very  dear  he  was,  and  knew,  no  human  soul  knew  better,  all 
Maggie  would  have  to  pass  through  if  he  was  taken  away,  she 
did  not  ask  for  his  life. 

"  Thy  will  be  done,  Thy  will  be  done  I  was  all  she  said,  or  would 
have  said  if  every  life  that  beautified  this  earth  to  her,  lay  trem- 
bling in  the  balance. 

But  as  night  drew  on  she  found  her  strength  failing,  she  was 
courageous,  and  full  of  faith,  but  all  that  does  not  turn  a  living, 
quivering  human  soul  into  a  stone.  All  her  own  past  sorrows 
were  recalled  by  the  scene  before  her,  and  the  warm  sympathies 
that  made  her  a  comforter,  re-acted  sharply  upon  both  heart  and 
brain. 

"  I  shall  have  to  go  home,"  she  said,  "but  I  will  send  some  one 
to  spend  the  night  with  you,  and  to-morrow  I  will  get  a  nurse. 
Don  t  open  your  mouth  on  that  point,"  she  added,  as  she  caught 
Maggie  s  look  of  dismay.  "  This  is  one  of  those  emergencies  when 
friends  must  stand  by  each  other :  you  must  let  me  have  the  grati- 
fication of  doing  for  you  and  Horace  what  little  extras  his  illness 
will  require.  You  have  been  alone  with  him  and  your  cares  are 
too  much,  as  it  is," 


Maggie  tried  to  smile  her  thanks,  and  did  smile,  but  it  was  with 
a  look  that  made  Aunt  Jane  hasten  down  stairs  and  into  her  car- 
riage, and  out  of  the  way. 

Meanwhile  all  was  peace  in  the  Stafford  parsonage  ;  Maggie 
had  written  once  since  Horace's  illness,  but  not  in  a  way  to  alarm 
her  parents,  for  she  knew  they  could  not  come  to  her.  Could  not, 
because  it  costs  money  to  moke  journeys,  and  except  in  a  case  of 
life  or  death,  she  might  not  send  for  them,  they  might  not  come, 
twice  in  one  year.  She  had  never  felt  the  bitterness  of  poverty  as 
she  did  now ;  yet  she  was  too  well  acquainted  with  its  trials  to 
writhe  under  this  new  form  of  privation. 

But  three  days  later  she  found  herself  in  the  motherly  arms  she 
had  yearned  for,  and  that  Aunt  Jane  felt  she  ought  to  have 
about  her  now  that  Horace  lay  j  ust  trembling  between  two  worlds. 
For  those  three  days  had  made  his  case  look  almost  hopeless,  and 
a  few  more  such  would  bring  the  whole  sad  story  to  an  end. 

Maggie  had  ceased  to  hope ;  she  had  given  him  up,  and  wept 
no  more.  But  none  of  the  strength,  none  of  the  joy,  of  which  Aunt 
Jane  had  spoken,  had  come  to  her,  nor  did  she  feel  that  she 
wanted  either. 

"  Just  to  take  the  fever,  and  die  too  1"  She  said  to  her  mother, 
"That's  all  I  want."  "  Are  your  father  and  mother,  your  sister 
and  your  brothers  really  so  little  to  you,  my  darling?"  Mrs.  Wy- 
man  asked,  with  such  a  pang  as  only  a  maternal  heart  can  feel. 
"  Every  thing  is  changed ;  every  thing  is  spoiled,"  was  the  mourn- 
ful reply. 

"  Is  Qod  changed  f 

"  O,  I  don't  know.  I  thought  I  loved  Him,  but  now  I  can't  love 
anybody.    I  feel  like  a  hard  stone.' 

"You  ore  all  worn  out,  dear  child,"  said  Aunt  Jane.  "  I  wish  I 
could  see  you  cry,  as  you  did  at  first.  Don't  be  bitter  against 
yourself.  If  dear  Horace  goes,  you  will  be  the  first  to  yield  to 
God's  will.  But  now  you  are  physically  exhausted,  and  even  He 
is  unwell.  Believe  me,  believe  me,"  she  said,  earnestly,  "  you 
will  get  back  to  him ;  He  will  not  leave  you  to  suffer  alone." 

"  She  ought  to  go  to  bed  and  to  sleep,"  said  her  mother,  tear- 
fully. "  I  never  expected  to  live  to  see  the  time  when  this  child, 
always  so  obedient  and  docile,  would  resist  my  will  as  she  is  doing 
now." 

Something  in  these  words,  went  to  Maggie's  heart.  She  said 
in  her  sweetest  way. 

"I  did  not  know  I  was  resisting  your  will  mother.  Have  you 
asked  me  to  go  to  bed  ? ' 

"  Yes,  dear,  over  and  over  and  over  again." 

"  I  did  not  hear  it.  Nothing  gets  into  my  head  now ;  all  people 
say  flies  over  it.    I  will  do  whatever  you  like," 

Then  they  led  her  away  thankfully  ;  this  night  was  to  decide 
Horace's  case,  and  they  dreaded  it  for  her.  She  fell  asleep  the  mo- 
ment her  head  touched  the  cool  pillow,  and  slept  on,  and  on.  And 
as  if  he  had  only  been  waiting  for  this,  Horace  slept,  too.  The 
nurse  gave  him  stimulants  from  hour  to  hour,  rousing  him  for  them 
with  difficulty,  and  then  they  sat  and  watched  again  in  silence. 

Aunt  Jane's  physician  came  in  the  morning  before  he  had  had 
his  breakfast.  Maggie  had  won  his  heart  by  her  tireless  devo- 
tion to  her  husband.  After  examining  his  patient  he  turned  to  the 
anxious  faces  studying  his,  and  said,  quietly. 

"He  is  saved." 

There  were  a  few  moments  of  joyful  tears,  and  he  then  added : 

"  When  he  wakes  let  him  see  no  one  but  his  wife,  and  let  her 
be  perfectly  quiet  and  natural,  as  if  nothing  had  happened." 

"  It  is  easy  to  prescribe  I "  said  Aunt  Jane  through  her  tears,  and 
then  she  stole  softly  to  tell  Maggie.  After  her  long  nights  rest, 
Maggie  was  calm  ;  even  peaceful. 

"Do  not  be  afraid  to  tell  me  the  worst,"  she  said.  "  I  am  ready 
for  it,  now." 

"  I  have  come  to  tell  the  best."  was  the  reply.  And  then  she 
added  the  doctor's  directions.   Maggie  rose  and  dressed,  in  silence. 

"  He  is  going  to  get  well,"  she  said  to  herself,  ''  but  this  world 
is  changed  to  me  forever  and  forever.  If  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
entire,  absolute,  uncompromising  consecration  to  Qod,  I  will  know 
what  it  means." 

She  went  to  her  husband's  side,  and  all  the  rest  withdrew. 
What  passed  in  her  soul  as  she  knelt  there  with  his  hand  in  hers, 
no  human  language  can  describe.  Some  would  call  it  by  one  name 
and  some  by  another ;  to  all  it  would  be,  even  if  experienced,  a 
great  mystery. 

At  last  he  opened  his  eyes,  and  saw  her. 

"  I  have  over-slept,  have'nt  1 1 "  ho  said,  trying  to  rise, 
.   "  No,  darling ;  it  is  still  early ;  go  to  sleep  again,"  she  said, 
steadily. 

He  kissed  her,  his  feeble  fingers  closed  a  little  over  hers,  just  as 
they  had  done  many  a  time  when  nhe  hod  answered  just  so ;  she 
had  got  him  back  again  ;  he  was  hers. 

But  was  Bhe  his  1  Was  every  thing  going  to  fall  back  again 
into  the  old  grove  t  We  shall  see. 

(To  be  continued.} 
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LIBBB1L  OFFERS 

To  Canvaaaera  are  made  on  page  223. 


THE  CONVENTION  AND  THE  MONTHLY. 

The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  Asso- 
ciations it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  nembersnip  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not 
be  content  until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of 
the  entire  membership. 

In  calling  attention  to  this  resolution  and  appeal  of  the  In- 
dianapolis Convention  we  would  urge  the  Presidents  and  officers 
of  Associations  in  connection  with  the  Corresponding  Member 
of  their  State  or  Province  to  secure  a  competent  canvasser  who 
shall  solicit  all  their  members  to  subscribe  for  the  Monthly.  To 
such  a  canvasser  we  will  give  twenty-five  (25)  cents  of  every 
subscription  he  obtains. 

The  Convention  desires  the  paper  to  yield  a  revenue  to  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  extension  of  our  work  throughout 
the  country.  Such  a  revenue  cannot  be  obtained  unless  a  genuine 
and  enthusiastic  interest  in  subscribing  for  the  paper  is  mani- 
fested very  generally  among  our  members. 

Back  numbers  can  be  furnished  as  required  and  subscribers 
can  date  their  subscription  from  any  number  of  the  paper. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

But  we  ask  aid  not  only  in  the  shape  of  subscriptions. 
Equally  necessary  is  it  that  all  should  be  interested  in  sending 
to  us  news  and  contributions  that  will  make  the  paper  necessary 
to  every  one  who  would  be  informed  of  the  condition  or  in- 
structed in  the  methods  of  our  work. 

From  each  corresponding  member  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee we  ask  a  few  items  of  news  every  month. 

From  Presidents  and  Secretaries  we  request  early  notice  of  in- 
teresting incidents  of  the  work  in  their  Associations. 

We  hope  next  month  to  devote  a  column  to 

INCIDENTS  FROM  THE  PRATER-MEETING. 

The  daily  pbateb-meettng  is  one  of  the  principal  features 
of  our  work  throughout  the  country.  Words  and  narratives  of 
wonderful  power  are  often  heard  in  them.  Such  special  and 
remarkable  utterances  we  desire  to  record  that  they  may  be 
heard  not  only  in  a  single  meeting,  but  may  go  forth  all  over 
the  land  on  errands  of  peace  and  good  will  to  men. 

This  suggestion  we  are  confident  will  induce  many  to  send 
us  brief  and  stirring  incidents  that  will  make  the  prayer-meeting 
column  one  of  rare  interest  and  power  for  good. 
THE  QUESTION  DRAWER 

We  publish  this  month  the  Question  Drawer  of  the  Convention, 
and  propose  in  future  numbers  to  give  an  account  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  Question  Drawee  of  the  Mohthxy.  This 
drawer  is  now  open  to  receive  questions  from  all  interested  in 
the  work  and  desiring  information  on  points  that  have  awaken- 
ed curiosity  or  occasioned  perplexity.  Careful  attention  will 
be  given  to  replies.  ;  " ' 


A  GOOD  EXAMPLE. 

Just  as  we  go  to  press  the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  one  of  our  New  England  Associations  reaches  us.  His  ex- 
ample will  exert  more  influence  than  any  words  we  can  use. 
He  says : 

"Believing  that  an  extended  circulation  of  the  Association 
Monthly  in  our  village  would  promote  the  interests  of  our  As- 
sociation by  giving  the  people  just  such  a  knowledge  of  tbe 
design  and  work  of  our  organizations  as  is  necessary  to  secure 
their  encouragement  and  aid,  I  am  desirous  of  materially  in- 
creasing the  number  of  copies  received  by  our  Association.  If, 
therefore,  you  will  send  me  a  package  of  specimen  copies  I  will 
undertake  personally  the  work  of  securing  new  subscribers,  and 
hope  to  be  successful." 


PROGRAMME   OP  THE  NEXT   CONVENTION". 

This  has  been  called  the  age  of  conventions.  Men  devoted 
to  art,  science,  commerce  or  manufacture,  the  busy  workers  in 
every  department  of  human  thought,  trade  and  industry  seem 
eager  to  meet  and  deliberate  each  with  those  engaged  in  his  own 
favorite  pursuit.  Many  of  these  gatherings  dissolve  never  to  re- 
assemble. Some  start  promisingly,  but  in  a  short  time  are  heard 
of  no  more.  The  few  that  survive  infancy  generally  outlive  their 
usefulness  For,  to  grow' in  power  and  beneficent  influence  a 
convention  must  not  only  have  a  constituency  of  growing  num- 
bers and  influence,  it  must  also  find  in  the  leading  men  of  this 
constituency  those  who  will  take  a  steady  thoughtful  interest  in 
the  annual  gathering  and  see  to  it  that  the  deliberations  and 
discussions  of  each  year  grow  out  of  and  are  thoroughly  enliv- 
ened by  the  wisest  and  lest  experience  of  that  year.  The  larger 
and  more  important  the  results  achieved  the  more  necessary  will 
it  be  to  select  with  discrimination  the  topics  to  be  considered, 
and  by  careful  forethought  arrange  for  the  wise  expenditure  of 
the  time  of  the  convention  on  themes  that  will  be  most  pro- 
fitable to  all  It  is  evident  also  that  those  who  lead  these  dis- 
cussions should  be  selected  with  care,  and  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  allowed  time  and  opportunity  for  the  preparation 
of  their  addresses. 

Mr.  Moody  of  Chicago,  toward  the  close  of  the  late  conven- 
tion made  the  following  wise  and  timely  suggestion : 

"  That  the  executive  committee  be  requested  before  the  next 
convention  to  select  some  of  the  ablest  laymen  and  ministers  to 
discuss  at  that  convention  questions  of  vital  importance  to  our 
work  and  that  the  programme  be  arranged  and  announced  sev- 
eral months  beforehand  so  that  it  may  be  widely  kno  wn  and  ap- 
preciated." 

We  second  this  suggestion  very  heartily.  "  I  have  come  one 
thousand  miles,"  said  a  delegate  at  Indianapolis,  "  to  learn  of 
these  young  men  *  *  *  *  wisdom  in  bringing  souls  to 
Christ."  The  sentiment  thus  expressed  is  growing  and  extend- 
ing every  year.  It  is  therefore  important  that  special  care  be 
taken  to  maintain  and  raise  the  standard  of  the  discussions. 
The  Holy  Spirit  has  owned  and  blessed  the  conventions  hereto- 
fore, and  that  blessing  will  continue  as  we  are  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  the  high  trust  committed  to  us  in  the  watch  and 
care  of  this  influential  Assembly  of  Evangelical  Christians  of 
every  name,  from  every  part  of  the  continent. 

It  is  not  surprising  that  so  general  an  interest  is  manifested  in 
these  convocations.  They  furnish  a  meeting  place  for  those  who 
in  various  parts  of  the  continent  are  active  and  efficient  in  the 
work  of  our  Associations,  and  the  departments  of  this  work  are 
challenging  attention  by  their  rapid  growth  in  numbers  and 
importance.  Christian  men  of  experience  and  leaders  in  this 
work,  who  have  shown  special  fitness  for  some  particular  branch 
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of  it,  are  also  more  numerous  each  year.  At  oar  conventions 
these  brethren  .have  opportunities  to  impart  to  one  another  and 
to  many  delegates,  eager  for  such  information,  the  mature  re- 
sults of  their  experience. 

The  mere  coming  together  of  such  men  without  special  fore- 
thought on  their  part  would  result  in  great  mutual  benefit. 
This  has  been  abundantly  verified  in  the  history  of  our  conven- 
tions during  the  years  since  the  method  of  previous  preparation 
by  designated  speakers  was  abandoned. 

But  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  benefit  imparted  and  re- 
ceived will  be  greatly  augmented  if  some  shall  be  able  through 
suitable  notice  and  preparation  to  put  the  results  of  their  expe- 
rience into  the  form  of  a  careful  statement,  intelligible,  in- 
structive and  stimulating.  This  is  certainly  better  than  to  leave 
this  statement  to  be  suggested  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  mo- 
ment. 

It  is  well  therefore,  to  give  the  leaders  in  some  if  not  all  the 
discussions  previous  notice  of  the  topics  which  they  will  be  ex- 
pected to  treat.  It  is  also  well  to  give  the  Christian  public  notice 
that  they  may  be  encouraged  to  attend  and  share  in  the  benefits 
of  the  convention. 

But  another  important  advantage  of  this  method  is  worthy 
of  special  remark.  The  extemporaneous  dement  of  every  diseus- 
inon  will  be  thus  rendered  more  instructive.  All  who  listened 
thoughtfully  to  the  recent  debates  at  Indianapolis,  will  be  per- 
suaded that  there  is  call  for  improvement  in  this  particular. 
If  at  the  outset  of  every  discussion  one  speech  is  made,  confined 
to  the  topic  and  carefully  prescribing  its  limits,  it  is  quite  prob- 
able that  succeeding  speakers  will  find  it  comparatively  easy  to 
keep  the  stream  of  discussion  within  the  banks  of  the  subject. 
Talking  to  the  point  will  be  more  universal. 

The  importance  of  this  advantage  can  hardly  be  overestimated. 
The  extemporaneous  contribution  of  such  delegates  as  make 
up  our  conventions  are  often  of  the  highest  order.  This  ele- 
ment in  the  discussion  should  never  be  disparaged.  The  pro- 
gramme should  be  arranged  so  as  to  allow  full  opportunity  for 
volunteer  speakers.  In  this  way  the  preparation  for  debate  by 
the  few  will  insure  more  instructive  discussion  from  the  many. 

We  hope,  therefore,  for  such  a  programme  and  list  of  speakers 
for  the  Washington  Convention  as  will,  with  God's  presence 
and  blessing,  cause  it  to  exert  an  influence  for  good  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  our  work  on  this  continent 


THE  MINISTRY  AND  THE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

HOW  BEAIili  WE  SECURE  THB  CO-OPERATION   OF  THE  HINIBTBY 

WITH  OTJB  ASSOCIATION? 

The  cordial  co-operation  of  the  ministry  is  necessary  to  the 
highest  usefulness  of  our  Associations.  That  a  body  of  young 
men  should  be  converted  within  the  pale  of  their  own  parishes 
yet  by  an  instrumentality  to  some  extent  independent  of  them- 
selves, is  an  evidence  not  of  the  pastor's  inactivity  but  of  an 
awakened  and  christian  activity  on  the  part  of  the  laity  of  the 
churches.  They  are  giving  heed  to  the  command  "  Let  him 
that  heareth  say  come."  Pastors  and  people  find,  therefore, 
not  a  rival  but  a  companion  and  helper  in  the  Association. 
It  is  reasonable  then,  for  the  latter  to  ask  for  and  receive  the  co- 
operation of  the  ministry.  Often  and  unreservedly  has  this 
been  granted.  On  the  other  hand,  a  different  experience  is 
sometimes  recorded.  A  devoted  and  influential  friend  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Canada  writes :  "  Our  ministers  are  fre- 
quently induced  on  the  platform,  or  elsewhere,  to  bear  a  gener- 
al testimony  to  the  value  of  the  organization,  but  their  hearts 
do  not  appear  to  be  in  the  movement,  and  sooner  or  later  the 
Association  without  a  direct  and  decided  co-operation  of  min- 
isterial influence  languishes  unto  death."    To  secure  this  in- 


fluence, he  adds,  is  not  easy,  but  he  offers  the  following  wise 
suggestions : 

"Though  it  is  deemed  inexpedient  to  select  ministers  as 
office-bearers  of  an  association  it  will  yet  be  found  of  much  im- 
portance to  seek  their  attendance  at  prayer  and  other  meetings 
and  by  every  means  to  endeavor  to  identify  them  with  the  sev- 
eral movements  of  the  Association.  In  the  spiritual  success 
of  the  members  let  them  be  active,  and,  being  parties  to 
the  good  work  that  is  going  on,  they  will  as  far  as  possible 
become  personally  acquainted  with,  and  interested  in  the  active 
members  of  the  Association,  and  their  needed  co-operation  will 
be  felt  in  all  departments  of  our  work. 

"  Among  the  objects  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  a  very  important 
feature  is  that  of  bringing  the  outcast  to  a  saving  knowledge  of 
the  Redeemer  by  means  of  cottage  and  open  air  meetings,  and 
similar  movements.  Such  persons  are  then  led  into  one  or  other 
of  the  churches  of  which  they  often  become  consistent  members. 
In  this  effort  all  earnest  ministers  of  the  gospel  will  bid  the 
Association  "  Ood  speed,"  and  we  confidently  anticipate  the 
time  when  very  generally  the  ministry,  in  their  gratitude,  will 
use  such  language  as  follows :  *  We  thank  you  for  bringing  A 
to  the  church,  he  is  working  well  and  testifying  to  the  sinceri- 
ty of  his  conversion ;  he  is  a.  good  churchman,  but  he  is  not 
content  with  this,  he  desires  to  labor  in  the  larger  field  of  un- 
denominational Christian  effort.  We  give  him  back  to  you,  that 
he  may  work  for  you  and  with  you  in  Christian  brotherhood, 
bringing  others  into  the  same  fold  and  thus  enlarging  the 
Kingdom.' " 

"  When  harmony  such  as  this  between  ministers  and  laymen, 
between  the  Churches  and  the  Association  is  attained,  there 
need  be  no  fear  of  languor  and  death  on  either  hand.  Both  will 
receive  new  life  and  energy.  Let  us  all  pray  that  this  spirit  of 
union  may  be  abundantly  poured  out  upon  us,  and  let  us  not 
neglect  to  give  God  the  glory." 

AFRAID  TO  SPEAK. 
In  the  multitude  of  efforts  now  put  forth  to  awaken  the 
impenitent,  the  Christian  young  men  of  our  day  must  not  for- 
get or  undervalue  the  great  effect  of  personal  influence.  United 
exertions,  general  exhortation  to  assemblies  have  good  in  them, 
but  greater  and  more  lasting  results  flow  from  direct  personal 
appeals.  Christianity,  however,  suffers  from  the  backwardness 
of  its  professors  to  avow  it.  This  backwardness  arises  from  a 
feeling  very  often  good  in  itself  and  is  embodied  in  the  expres- 
sion, "  My  friend  will  not  want  me  to  thrust  my  religion  upon 
him."  We  do  not  hesitate  to  thrust  our  views  of  books,  of  pol- 
itics, or  local  topics  on  our  friends — if  we  did,  good  sense  would 
stagnate  for  there  would  be  no  conversation.  To  speak  kindly 
to  the  impenitent  is  in  no  sense  an  impertinence — it  is  a  duty. 
A  soul  is  in  danger.  A  friend  is  in  danger  of  eternal  misery. 
Why  then  be  backward  in  raising  a  cry  of  warning  or  in  utter- 
ing a  simple  exhortation  of  entreaty.  If  we  once  begin  and 
break  off  from  this  feeling  of  timidity  we  can  do  a  glorious- 
work  for  our  Master  and  we  shall  find  that  those  we  speak  to 
will  often  express  thanks  for  broaching  the  subject. 

Prated  fob  Across  the  Ocean. — It  is  with  peculiar  pleas- 
ure that  we  make  mention  in  another  column  of  the  deep  inter- 
est taken  by  our  English  brethren  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
Indianapolis  Convention.  At  Liverpool,  June  22  was  set  apart 
as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  the  Indianapolis  Convention,  and 
in  the  evening,  at  almost  the  very  moment  when  our  delegates 
were  happily  and  unanimously  consummating  their  organization 
prayer  was  being  offered  up  for  them  in  Liverpool  at  an  evening 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose  in  the  new  Lecture  Hall  of  the 
Association.  ■*.  . 
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THE  LAYMEN'S  INSTITUTE. 

In  the  discussion  upon  the  usefulness  of  these  Institutes  which 
occupied  a  brief  half  hour  of  the  time  of  the  Convention  at 
Indianapolis,  a  full  and  accurate  definition  of  what  is  intended 
by  the  term  was  not  given.  By  many  the  phrase  was  misunder- 
stood. "  There  is  something  too  heavy,"  writes  a  correspond- 
ent "about  the  idea  of  an  '  Institute.'  Too  many  splendid  fail 
ures  adorn  our  literary  history  under  this  name."  Some 
.delegates  attributed  a  semi-theological  character  to  what  was 
advocated,  one  speaker  even  laboring  under  the  impression  that 
only  theological  professors  and  pastors  were  deemed  capable  of 
giving  instruction  to  the  laymen  seeking  it. 

The  broader  purpose  of  these  institutes  is  to  place  in  the  chair 
of  instruction  those  who  have  had  long  practical  experience  in 
the  many  departments  of  Christian  activity  in  which  the  laity 
of  the  churches  have  been  of  late  becoming  active.  The  teach- 
ing of  professors  and  pastors  of  course  cannot  and  ought  not  to 
be  excluded.  On  not  a  few  points  they  can  impart  to  laymen 
seeking  direction  in  their  work  indispensable  instruction.  In 
some  departments,  however,  help  would  naturally  be  sought 
from  a  different  class.  Men  of  experience  in  the  open  air  ser- 
vice and  the  cottage  prayer-meeting,  or  skilled  in  preaching  in 
saloons,  in  bringing  young  men  from  vicious  under  Chris- 
tian influence  and  in  numerous  similar  kinds  of  Christian  effort 
are  often  to  be  found  outside  of  the  pulpit  or  the  professor's  chair. 
They  must  be  sought  out  in  order  that  they  may  give  to  others 
the  benefit  of  their  experience  in  reaching  with  the  gospel  the 
classes  hitherto  neglected. 

The  Laymen's  Institute  is  designed  to  give  somewhat  inform- 
ally to  the  multitudes  of  the  laity  who  are  asking  for  direction 
and  information  in  work  for  Christ  the  instruction  they  crave. 
Let  the  best  teachers,  those  qualified  not  only  by  experience 
but  by  ability  to  impart  their  knowledge  be  obtained,  and  these 
institutes  will  be  a  blessing  to  all  who  would  labor  efficiently 
for  the  rescue  of  their  fellow  men,  and  to  multitudes  who  are 
now  unreached  by  Christian  influence. 
We  hope  to  revert  to  this  interesting  subject  at  a  future  time. 

THE  QUESTION  DRAWEB  OF  THE  CONTENTION. 

The  use  of  the  Question  Drawer  of  the  late  Convention  in  Indian- 
apolis is  worthy  of  special  mention.  The  writer  of  each  question 
put  on  the  slip  of  paper  containing  his  inquiry,  the  name  of  the 
person  who  should  answer  it.  The  drawer  was  placed  under  the 
management  of  a  committee,  and  twice  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Convention  an  opportunity  for  hearing  replies  was  given.  Inter- 
esting testimony  on  many  points  of  importance  was  in  this  way  re- 
ceived. We  would  suggest  whether  it  is  not  best  that  those  mak- 
ing replies  to  these  questions  should  as  a  rule  have  at  least  a  few 
minutes'  notice  of  the  topic  on  which  information  or  opinion  is 
asked.  The  character  and  value  of  the  replies  made  after  such 
notice  would  be  greatly  enhanced. 

Q.  Young  men  are  coming  West.  Will  not  letters  from  home 
Associations  lead  them  to,  seek  connections  with  Western  Associa- 
tions and  good  influences  T 

Answer  by  Mr.  R.  R.  MeBurney  of  New  York.  Yes.  We  should 
give  them  letters  of  introduction,  and  also  write  to  the  Associations 
in  the  town  where  they  expect  to  locate.  Ministers  too  often  for- 
get to  send  such  letters. 

Q.  Is  there  any  harm  in  disposing  of  articles  by  chance  in  a  fair 
given  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati.    Certainly. 

Q.  Is  not  clapping  of  hands  as  legitimate  an  expression  of  ap- 
proval and  of  joy  as  a  shout  in  the  camp  of  Israel  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Miller.  I  was  born  a  Methodist,  and  if  I  could 
not  clap  my  hands  I  would  burst. 

Q.  Do  you  consider  it  wise  for  Associations  to  engage  in  picnics 
and  fairs  T 


Answer  by  Mr.  Miller.  I  am  afraid  of  two  things  in  tliis  world 
a  picnic  and  a  fair ;  but  for  those  who  are  not  afraid  of  them,  I  do 
not  see  any  harm  in  a  picnic  and  none  in  a  fair,  well  conducted, 
and  where  there  is  no  raffling,  or  other  games  of  chance. 

Q.    Is  it  advisable  for  unconverted  men  to  serve  on  committees  f 
Answer  by  Mr.  Moody  of  Chicago.    If  yon  want  to  carry  a  corpse 
around,  put  him  on. 

Q.  What  is  the  best  course  to  adopt  to  make  the  regular  monthly 
meeting  interesting  and  profitable  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  MeBurney.  First  open  the  meeting  with  an  essay 
about  the  work  of  the  first  committee  on  the  list,  then  lively  sing- 
ing, followed  by  a  general  discussion  of  the  work  assigned  to  that 
particular  committee.  No  financial  matters  should  be  named  at 
those  meetings.  At  tho  next  meeting  take  the  work  of  the  second 
committee,  and  so  on  through. 
Q.    How  is  tho  bert  way  to  begin  meetings  in  saloons  T 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  Music  has  a  wonderful  power  over  men. 
Begin  by  singing  the  "Star  Spangled  Banner,"  or  "My  Country, 
'tis  of  thee."  These  will  generally  excite  their  interest.  Then 
sing  "  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood,"  or  something  like  that ; 
it  will  not  be  long  till  the  tears  begin  to  flow  down  their  cheeks. 
Take  out  your  Bible  and  read  the  story  of  the  Prodigal  son.  Talk 
to  them  of  Jesus.  When  you  get  ready  to  leave  ask  them  to  come 
to  the  meeting  with  you.  Sometimes  you  will  empty  a  whole 
saloon. 

Mr.  Bergen  of  Baltimore,  answered  the  same  question  in  a  niTniimr 
manner,  adding : 

In  the  four  hundred  bar  rooms  in  Baltimore  that  we  have  visited 
in  the  last  eight  weeks,  we  have  not  been  insulted  more  than  three 
times,  either  by  the  bar-keeper  or  any  visitor. 

Q.    Shall  we  have  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  socials  T 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  Sometimes  they  are  profitable  and 
sometimes  they  are  not. 

Q.  Are  games  allowed  in  the  rooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  in  New- 
York  city  ? 

Answered  by  Mr.  MeBurney.  We  have  a  gymnasium  and  a 
bowling  alley  which  give  opportunity  for  physical  culture  to  clerks 
and  persons  who  have  little  exercise.  There  is  no  game  played  so 
much  by  ministers  at  watering  places  as  that  of  bowling ;  the  ex- 
ercise is  very  healthful — it  develops  muscle.  We  have  also  a 
chess  board.  I  have  never  heard  a  word  uttered  against  either, 
and  we  have  seen  no  reason  why  we  should  not  use  them. 

Q.  Have  open  air  meetings  been  seriously  embarrassed  by  in- 
fidels or  spiritualists? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  Ours  were  at  first  We  have  not  been 
disturbed  in  that  way  for  the  last  two  years. 

Q.    Is  it  best  to  allow  old  men  to  be  active  members  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Geo.  3.  Stuart.  Yes,  but  for  officers  they  should 
be  as  young  as  possible. 

Q.    Is  it  best  to  sit  or  stand  during  prayer t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Stuart.  Assume  that  attitude  in  which  yon  can 
beet  give  your  thoughts  and  attention  to  prayer. 

Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  to  secure  permission  from  the 
railroad  companies  to  place  a  box  in  each  coach,  to  contain  suitable 
religious  reading  matter,  and  that  the  Associations  along  the  lines 
of  such  roads  be  requested  to  keep  such  boxes  supplied. 

(This  resolution  had  been  dropped  into  the  question  box.) 

Mr.L.  W.Rowland,  Jr.of  Boston.  I  think  it  would  be  inexpedient. 
The  best  box  you  can  have  is  a  livo  man,  that  has  respect  enough 
for  the  work  to  do  it  conscientiously,  to  go  through  each  car  with 
books. 

Mr.  Oimble,  of  Erie,  advocated  the  box  plan. 

Q.  Should  ladies  be  admitted,  or  even  allowed  to  be  present  at 
the  meetings  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  ? 

Answer  by  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody.  We  have  pretty  dry  meetings  if 
they  do  not  come. 

Q.    Are  ladies  admitted  to  membership  among  you  f 

Answer  by  Mr.  Atfred  Wieks,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.  As  associate 
members  and  the  experiment  has  worked  well. 
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Mr.  Moody  said  that  in  Chicago  also  the  ladies  were  admit- 
ted as  a3S9Ctat3  msmbers.  The/  have  all  the  privileges  except 
Toting  and  holding  office. 

Q.  Is  it  competent  for  any  association  to  admit  ladies  to  activo 
membership.  Would  such  action  prevent  affiliation  and  represent- 
ation in  this  body  T 

Answer  by  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New  York.  I  do  not  think  it 
is  best ;  but  it  would  not  deprive  the  male  membership  of  such 
associations  of  the  right  to  representation. 

Anticer  by  Hon.  8. 8.  Fisher,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  I  do  not  think 
it  desirable  that  ladies  should  become  active  members  of  our  asso- 
ciations for  the  reason  that  it  is  desirable  that  they  shall  form 
Women's  Christian  Associations,  wherever  such  associations  can 
succeed. 

Answer  by  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.  I  am  in  favor  of  ad- 
mitting women  in  cities  whero  there  are  no  women's  associations 
and  the  women  themselves  are  willing.  I  think  it  would  not  de- 
prive associations  of  representation  here. 

Q.  Would  you  allow  at  your  Association  meetings  members  to 
speak  or  read  essays  against  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  ? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  I  allow  no  one  to  abuse  the  Romanists 
We  can  get  at  them  easier  by  treating  them  kindly.  By  abuse  we 
would  drive  them  off. 

Q.    How  would  you  answer  skeptics  or  non-believers  at  your 
meetings  1 
Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.    I  could  not  tell  till  the  time  came. 
Q.    Is  it  advisable  to  send  those  desiring  railroad  passes  from  one 
association  to  another  t 

Answer  by  Mr  Moody.     We  are  much  troubled  by  improper 
applications  of  the  kind.    It  is  going  to  injure  the  association  to 
pass  able  bodied  men.    Let  them  work  their  way. 
Q.    Is  it  advisable  as  a  rule  to  employ  a  missionary  T 
Answer  by  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell.    My  experience  is,  that  as  a  rule 
paid  missionaries  are  a  detriment. 

Q.  Would  it  be  ad  visible  to  employ  Evangelists  to  awaken  local 
associations? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.    I  like  them  very  much. 
Q.    Is  it  noi  better  to  follow  up  one  unconverted  person  instead 
of  speaking  with  half  a  dozen  and  then  leaving  them  ? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  If  I  had  half  a  dozen  deeply  interested, 
I  would  follow  them  all.  If  only  one,  I  would  follow  him  up.  You 
would  have  to  consult  your  judgment  at  the  time. 

Q.    How  can  we  secure  useful  books  for  free  distribution  ? 
Answer  by  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  of  Boston.    Every  association 
should  certainly  place  at  the  disposal  of  its  members  little  books 
for  free  and  general  distribution.    The  price  of  the  Dublin  Depos- 
itory are  lower  than  those  of  the  American  Tract  Society. 

Q.  How  are  the  Association!)  at  the  South  progressing  and  what 
is  being  done  to  build  them  up  ? 

Answer  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Chichester,  of  South  Carolina.  The  associ- 
ations throughout  the  South  are  not  progressing  with  the  energy 
that  we  could  desire,  but  we  hope  by  the  efforts  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  at  least  fifty  associations  will  be  formed  before  the  nelt 
International  Convention. 


A  HOME  FOR  YOUNG  WORKING  WOMEN. 
(See  picture  on  front  page.) 

The  picture  of  the  spacious  and  beautiful  building  that  is 
given  on  our  first  page  this  month  appeared  soma  time  ago  in 
Appleboris  Journal.    The  edifice  is  still  unfinished. 

It  is  designed  by  Mr.  A.  T.  Stewart,  its  munificent  projector, 
to  furnish  at  very  low  cost  a  comfortable  home  for  young 
working  women,  who  are  now  dwelling  in  wretched  apartments, 
close  to  shame  and  crime,  because  they  cannot  afford  to  pay 
for  better  rooms.  This  immense  edifice,  it  is  calculated,  will 
accommodate  1500  occupants,  the  price  per  week  of  board  and 
lodging  being  for  each  person  only  $2.00. 

The  building  fronts  on  4th  Avenue,  extending  from  82d  to  83d 
streets.    It  measures  103  feet  front,  is  205  feet  in  depth,  covers 


an  area  of  41,000  square  feet,  and  encloses  or  is  built  around  a 
courtyard  or  hollow  squaro  which  is  94  by  116  feet.  It  is  fire- 
proof, l>eing  built  of  iron  which  is  to  be  painted  white.  The 
main  edifice  contains  six  and  the  central  portions  of  each  front 
eight  stories,  the  entire  central  height  being  100  feet.  Eleva- 
tors and  ventilating  shafts  from  top  to  bottom  will  bo  pro- 
vided for  weary  limbs  and  weak  lungs.  The  first  story  contains 
24  stores,  each  52  by  17  feet,  and  the  rental  of  these  will  aid  in 
defraying  running  expenses.  The  sleeping  rooms  are  of  two 
kinds,  the  larger  ones,  15  by  18  feet,  intended  for  two  sisters 
or  friends,  and  the  smaller,  8  by  9  feet,  for  one  person  only. 
There  will  be  parlois  on  most  if  not  on  all  the  floors. 

The  rear  of  the  building,  in  the  various  stories,  is  not  sub- 
divided into  small  rooms  but  contains  on  each  floor  a  spacious 
apartment,  39  by  93  feet.  One  of  these  large  halls  will  be  used 
as  a  laundry,  another  as  a  kitchen,  a  third  as  a  dining  room, 
which  is  to  be  conducted  on  the  restaurant  plan,  a  fourth  as  a 
hall  for  lectures  and  concerts,  a  fifth  as  a  reading  room  and  li- 
brary, etc.,  etc. 

But  this  wonderful  building  forms  only  a  part  of  Mr.  Stew- 
art's munificent  plan.  He  proposes  also  to  erect  a  companion 
edifice  of  equal  size  for  young  men,  devoting  to  the  entire  char- 
ity the  sum  of  six  million  dollars.  Who  shall  estimate  the 
vast  benefit  to  be  conferred,  under  proper  management,  upon 
thousands  of  our  young  men  and  women  by  this  more  than 
princely  beneficence !  The  simple  description  of  the  building 
and  its  design  is  more  eloquent  and  impressive  than  could  be 
any  words  of  eulogy. 

DONT  BREAK  THE  LAW! 

What  law  t  The  law  of  the  land.  "  This  is  no  very  lofty 
virtue  to  inculcate  on  Christian  young  men — such  as  read  this 
paper." 

Nevertheless  men  who  stand  as  well  and  better  than  most  of 
us,  stand  in  need  of  this  advice.  They  have  made  much  pro- 
ficiency maybe  in  the  higher  walks  of  virtue.  They  are  not 
personally  in  need  of  outward  restraint.  They  are  far  in  ad- 
vance of  most  of  those  who  make  and  administer  the  Law, 
and  for  these  very  reasons  they  are  tempted  to  forget  the  rever- 
ence due  to  the  requirements  of  the  state  as  such. 

Let  us  take  one  or  two  examples. 

An  excellent  religious  newspaper  contains  an  article  by  a 
minister  of  ability,  in  which  he  expresses  the  disgust  which  he 
shares  with  many  others,  tor  the  proceedings  in  a  certain  noto- 
rious murder  trial  in  this  city,  and  in  particular  for  the  speeches 
of  a  certain  lawyer.  Then  (in  a  style  which  perhaps  further 
reflection  might  lead  him  to  consider  somewhat  beneath  him,) 
he  expresses  the  wish  that  one  or  two  persons  might  be  horse- 
whipped, and  his  own  willingness  to  be  present  as  an  approving 
spectator. 

Let  alone  the  question  of  good  taste.  Just  remember  that  he 
has  avowed  a  sympathy  with  a  breach  of  the  public  peace — ono 
conceived  as  taking  place  not  for  any  absolute  pressing  neces* 
sity,  save  that  of  letting  off  a  somewhat  superficial  indignation 
at  a  bad  man.  That  is  not  the  way  to  rebuke  violence.  If  you 
wish  consistently  to  denounce  the  man  who  takes  the  law  in 
his  own  hands  to  the  extent  of  inflicting  death  on  his  real  or 
supposed  injurer — do  not  descend  to  encourage  or  applaud 
lesser  outrages  on  public  order.  Let  your  own  hands  be  not 
only  unstained  with  blood,  but  unsoiled  with  dirt. 

Here  is  another  upright  man  who  does  not  fully  believe — 
perhaps  does  not  believe  at  all  in  a  prohibitory  liquor  law ;  but 
right  or  wrong,  it  is  the  law  of  his  state.  He  needs  for  some 
legitimate  purpose,  or  for  a  purpose  which  seems  to  him  legiti- 
mate, a  small  quantity  of  liquor.    It  is  no,  such  pressing  case 
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that  he  would  be  actually  forced  to  patronize  an  illegal  trades- 
man. But  to  save  a  little  trouble,  or  to  avoid  a  little  annoyance 
or  to  spite  the  "  ultras,"  he  enters  Ms  shop.  He  says,  maybe 
that  the  law  is  a  dead  letter,,  while  yet  it  is  enforced  to  some  ex- 
tent. But  he  does  what  in  him  lies,  t»  make  it  a  dead  letter. 
Who  gave  him  the  authority  to  repeal  or  suspend  the  law  of 
the  land  f 

Some  police  regulation  presses  hard  upon  him,  and  rather 
thau  submit  to  a  little  inconvenience,  he  chooses  to  over  ride 
it,  while  it  is  still  in  force  and  in  we. 

It  is  the  danger  of  «ur  republican  institutions,  that  we  shall 
come  to  confound  two  different  things.  The  power  to  affect  the 
passnge  of  laws,  or  their  modification,  is  one  thing.  This  power 
belongs,  in  some  degree  to  every  voter.  The  right  to  set  tine's 
own  caprice  above  law,  and  to  dispense  with  it  according  to  one'*  own 
taste  while  it  remains  law — is  another.    This  right  is  no  man's. 

There  is  not  room  to  discuss  now  any  of  the  supposed  or 
real  limitations  of  this  obligation.  This  article  will  have  at- 
tained its  end,  if  it  calls  the  attention  of  good  men  to  a  duty 
simple  and  unpretending,  but  important  and  sometimes  diffi- 
cult. 

And  when  courts  and  juries  and  legislators  are  so  far  as  now 
from  their  moral  and  true  state,  we  cannot  spare  any  auxiliary 
which  is  rightly  ours  for  the  maintenance  and  establishment  of 
justice  on  her  throne.  Be  this  then  one  such  auxiliary,  consci- 
entious, self-denying  submission  to  lawful  authority  by  those 
who  believe  in  truth  and  in  Christ. 


AN  ERROR  CORRECTED. 

T  There  seems  to  be,  on  the  part  of  some  not  familiar  with 
the  history  of  our  Conventions,  a  serious  misunderstanding 
which  has  found  expression  in  two  or  three  religious  papers. 
It  relates  to  the  position  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention  upon 
the  question  of  the  equality  of  Associations  composed  of  colored 
men,  and  also  to  the  efforts  to  organize  such  societies. 

The  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee 
submitted  a  resolution  authorizing  the  employment  of  an  agent 
to  assist  in  organizing  Associations  generally  at  the  South.  To 
this  an  amendment  was  moved  to  the  effect  that  the  labor 
be  extended  among  colored  people,  and  that  no  discrimination 
should  be  thereafter  made  on  the  ground  of  color. 

This  amendment  was  voted  down,  for  it  proceeded  upon  the 
idea  that  no  efforts  to  organize  Associations  among  colored  men 
had  been  made,  and  that  the  distinction  in  regard  to  color  was 
maintained  in  the  Conventions.  Neither  of  these  assumptions 
-has  any  foundation  in  fact,  as  any  one  acquainted  with  our 
records  well  knows. 

Anterior  to  the  Montreal  Convention  (1867),  there  is  no  record 
of  the  existence  of  an  Association  composed  of  colored  men. 
During  the  year  preceding  that  gathering  two  were  organized. 
Both  were  invited  to  send  delegates  and  reports.  Each  sent  a 
report,  one  sent  delegates.  One  of  these  delegates  served  on  a 
standing  committee  with  a  delegate  from  Charleston,  S.  C,  and 
took  a  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings. 

At  that  Convention  a  resolution  was  adopted  ordering  the 
Executive  Committee  and  the  Corresponding  Members  to  make 
direct  efforts  for  the  formation  of  Associations  among  colored 
men.  This  resolution  was  obeyed,  even  in  Charleston  where 
such  an  Association  was  organized  shortly  after. 

Before  any  considerable  effort  was  made  under  the  resolution, 
correspondence  was  had  with  all  persons,  white  and  colored, 
whom  the  Committee  supposed  especially  competent  to  advise, 
as  to  the  propriety  of  organizing  distinct  Associations  of  the 
two  races.  But  one  opinion  was  expressed ;  from  this  the  Com- 


mittee did  not  dissent,  and  so  whatever  was  done  tended  to  the 
formation  of  Associations  composed  wholly  of  colored  men  with 
officers  of  their  own  race.  Prom  this  policy  there  has  been  no 
deviation  either  on  the  part  of  the  Conventions  or  the  Commit- 
tee which  represents  them.  Gen.  Howard,  whose  orthodoxy 
on  this  point  at  least,  is  unquestioned,  has  organized  such  an 
Association  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  assisted  in  support- 
ing it  The  same  is  true  of  the  Associations  in  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Harrisburgh,  Pittsburgh,  Baltimore,  (or  was  until  re- 
cently) Charleston  and  other  cities. 

.  There  are  some  twelve  or  more  colored  Associations  on  the 
Continent,  of  which  at  least  six  are  in  South  Carolina.  These 
are  recognized  by  the  Conventions  and  their  representatives 
precisely  as  are  those  composed  wholly  of  whites.  They  are, 
and  always  have  been  reported  in  the  periodical  published  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Conventions ;  they  appear  with  all 
others  in  all  formal  official  statements,  and  the  correspondence  of 
the  Executive  Committee  is  and  ever  has  been  conducted  in  the 
same  way  with  them  as  with  others.  They  are  always  invited  to 
send  delegates  to  the  annual  gatherings  both  State  and  Gen- 
eral, and  have  usually  been  represented  in  them.  Of  course, 
knowing  that  some  of  the  colored  men  were  not  as  wealthy  as 
their  white  brethren,  the  effort  always  has  been  made  to  assist 
them  more,  and  give  them  greater  encouragement.  No  other 
distinction  has  been  made. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  submitted  at  Indianapolis  stated 
the  condition  of  the  work  at  the  South  as  regarded  each  race, 
in  a  general  way,  and  asked  authority  to  employ  an  agent  for 
its  further  prosecution  among  the  two  races  as  it  had  been 
conducted.  The  original  resolution  was  considered  as  an 
approval  of  the  policy  of  the  past,  the  amendment  as  a 
declaration  that  there  had  been  serious  error,  and  a  confession 
that  unjust  discriminations  had  been  made,  and  in  that  aspect 
was  properly  voted  down. 

The  Conventions  can  safely  appeal  to  the  colored  men  both 
North  and  South,  from  those  who  now  appear  as  their  special 
guardians,  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  there  has  at  any 
time  been  manifested  any  of  the  spirit  of  caste. 


We  supplement  the  above,  with  the  reply  of  the  Portland 
Convention  to  a  fraternal  letter  received  from  the  Colored  T.  M.  C.  A. 
of  Washington,  D.  C. : 

"  Portland,  July  16, 1869. 
To  the  Colored  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Washington : 

Dear  Brethren — We  have  received  your  communication,  and  it 
gives  us  great  pleasure  to  express  our  sincere  affection  for  you  as 
co-workers  in  the  same  great  cause.  We  hail  you  in  the  spirit  of 
Christian  Fraternity  and  Equality.  We  rejoice  in  every  new  right 
or  privilege  which  you  obtain,  in  every  new  movement  of  an  edu- 
cational, religious  or  philantrophic  character  in  which  you  engage, 
and  shall  both  pray  and  labor  for  your  prosperity.  We  also  most 
earnestly  invite  you  to  send  delegates  to  our  next  and  all  subse- 
quent Conventions. — Report  of  Portland  Proceedings,  '68. 


THE  STATE  CONVENTION& 

Ik  giving  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  those 
State  and  Provincial  Conventions  concerning  which  information 
has  reached  us  we  would  call  special  attention  to  several  points 
of  interest. 

What  has  been  said  in  another  column  is  of  application 
to  the  conduct  not  only  of  our  General  Convention  but  also  of 
those  held  each  year  in  the  States  and  Provinces.  The  interest 
and  benefit  of  such  assembly  will  be  greatly  increased  by 
the  exercise  of  forethought  on  the  part  of  our  Corresponding 
Members,  and  of  the  State  and  Provincial  Committees  who 
should  be  also  warmly  seconded  by  the  prayers  and  efforts  of 
all  the  brethren  and  associations  they  represent. 
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At  Indianapolis  quite  successful  efforts  were  made  by  the 
corresponding  members  to  fix  in  concert  the  time  of  the  hold- 
ing of  each  convention  so  that  no  two  of  these  gatherings 
should  meet  on  the  same  day.  This  will  greatly  aid  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  in  their  efforts  to  be  represented  at  every 
Convention  and  will  also  facilitate  the  attendance  of  delegates 
from  neighboring  State*.  This  last  point  was  specially  urged 
last  June  at  Indianapolis,  and  we  hope  the  suggestion  will  be 
carried  out  in  such  a  way  that  timely  words  and  stimulating  in- 
fluences may  be  propagated  from  one  gathering  to  another  By 
such  fraternal  concert  the  blessing  received  by  one  shall  be- 
come the  common  blessing  of  all. 

Another  capital  suggestion  was  made  at  Indianapolis  Con- 
cerning the  character  of  the  opening  social  meeting  at  all  our 
Conventions  and  it  was  received  vwith  such  hearty  approbation 
as  produced  entire  unanimity  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  urged 
that  instead  of  the  formal  speech-making  welcomes  now 
customary,  an  informal  social  meeting  should  be  held,  sim- 
ilar to  that  enjoyed  by  the  Ohio  State  Convention  last  year. 
Alluding  to  this,  one  of  the  speakers  said : 

"  When  I  saw  the  delegates  who  came  together,  not  knowing 
each  other  at  all,  the  most  of  them  met  to  take  a  social  cup  of  tea, 
and  every  delegate  enjoying  an  opportunity  of  being  presented  to 
the  other  and  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  vil- 
lage, I  was  hardly  astonished  at  what  followed.  There  was  no  de- 
bate in  the  Ohio  Convention  in  regard  to  trifling  matters,  but  they 
went  into  the  consideration  of  the  great  work  they  had  to  do  with 
one  heart  and  one  soul,  and  among  the  immediate  results  of  that 
Convention  they  raised  on  the  spot  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the  Association  in  that 
State. 

At  the  last  two  General  Conventions  the  Pennsylvania  dele- 
gates have  met  together  during  the  sessions  at  a  public  dinner. 
We  are  told  on  excellent  authority  that  this  measure  has  had  a 
very  good  effect  in  making  the  brethren  in  different  parts  of 
the  State  better  acquainted  with  one  another,  and  has  thus  con- 
tributed to  the  recent  remarkable  growth  of  our  Associations  in 
that  State.  This  method  of  coining  together  at  the  table  for 
consultation  and  discussion  is  more  common  in  England  than 
in  this  country.  There  it  has  been  found  to  work  admirably. 
The  experiment  by  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  encourages  im- 
itation. If,  at  our  State  and  Provincial  Conventions,  the  Pres- 
idents, the  Secretaries,  the  Directors  and  the  members  of  the 
State  Committees  in  attendance  should,  each  class  by  themselves, 
utilize  a  meal  in  this  way  during  on  interval  of  the  sessions,  a 
mutual  acquaintance  and  a  concert  of  action  might  result  that 
should  have  wide  influence  for  good  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  the  canse  throughout  the  State. 

We  give  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  following  State 
'  and  Provincial  Conventions. 

Province.  lime. .  Place. 

Maritime September  8,...    {  p^S'lsl'd 

Ontario  and  Quebec. .  September  10, . . .      Ottawa. 
State. 

New  York September   6 Poughkeepeie. 

New  Jersey September  28 Boonton. 

Vermont October  12 St.  Johnsbury. 

Massachusetts October  18 Chelsea. 

Pennsylvania October  18 Scranton. 

Rhode  Island October  19 Pawtucket. 

Connecticut- October  20. Bridgeport. 

Maine October Augusta. 

Ohio November  8 Cincinnati. 

Iowa April,  1871 Iowa  City. 

Minnesota January  11 Rochester. 

.Michigan Jackson. 

Indiana Greencastle. 

The  list  is  incomplete  and  we  are  unable  in  the  case  of  some 
to  name  the  day  of  the  month.  Will  the  Corresponding  mem- 
bers of  State  Committees  by  prompt  information  enable  us  in 
the  next  paper  to  make  this  Qst  complete  and  correct  in  every 
particular. 


§'mm  ana  tjjrir  drifts. 

3.  Gbovbb,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  bequeathed  $10,000  to  the 
Baptist  church,  $9,000  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  erecting  a  house 
of  worship,  and  $1,000  for  a  poor  fund ;  $1,000  to  his  pastor,  Rev. 
S.  M.  Stimson,  and  the  remainder  to  be  equally  divided  between 
the  Baptist  Educational  Society,  the  Indiana  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion, the  A  B.  Home  Mission  Society,  and  the  A  B.  Missionary 
Union. 

Stephen  Gbifftth,  of  Danville,  111.,  an  old  time  Methodist,  now 
aged  eighty-four,  is  giving  away  all  his  property,  and  giving  his 
closing  business  days  to  so  adjusting  his  temporal  concerns  that 
they  will  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  probate  and  chancery.  Among 
his  gifts  is  a  donation  of  $10,000  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Extension  Society. 

Frederick  Mabquand,  Esq.,  of  Southport,  Conn.,  has  just  given 
$50,000  to  the  N.  T.  Union  Theological  Seminary  towards  the 
erection  of  its  new  buildings.  Of  the  half  million  dollars  whichit 
was  proposed  to  raise  for  this  institution,  as  a  part  of  the  Five-Mil- 
lion-Presbyterian-Reunion-Memorial-Fund, about  $400,000  have  al- 
ready been  subscribed. 

Mb.  A  MntABD,  who  recently  completed  at  a  cost  of  $60,000  a 
fine  Asylum  at  Morristown,  N.  J.,  has  now  deeded  the  building, 
fully  furnished,  together  with  the  extensive  grounds  adjoining,  to 
the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
used  by  them  for  an  Orphan  Home.  Preference  is  to  be  given  to  the 
daughters  of  foreign  missionaries  of  the  church,  whose  health  or 
education  makes  it  necessary  for  them  to  visit  this  country ;  and 
should  these  be  not  sufficient  to  fill  the  Home,  orphan  girls  from 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  will  be  admitted.  This  gift  is  a 
most  generous  one  and  for  a  very  worthy  object. 

Mb.  Edwabd  Padleford,  of  Taunton,  Mass.,  who  died  at 
Savannah,  Go.,  recently,  made  many  benevolent  bequests,  giving 
among  other  items,  $10,000  for  the  education  of  the  poor  whites 
and  freedmen  in  Savannah,  and  $2,000  for  the  Old  Ladies'  Home  in 
his  native  place. 

Sib  Fbancis  Cbobbt,  an  Englishman  of  great  wealth,  has 
made  a  donation  to  the  London  Missionary  Society  and  to  various 
benevolent  societies,  of  $200,000  in  U.  S.  Government  bonds.  In 
addition  he  has  given  $50,000  each  to  thp  Pastor's  Relieving  Fund, 
to  the  widows  of  Congregational  ministers,  to  an  Infirmary  and  to 
the  poor  of  Halifax,  a  town  in  England,  to  which  he  had  previously 
presented  a  piece  of  land  for  a  public  park. 

Bishop  WHrrnwQHAM  has  offered  to  present  to  the  Episcopa- 
lians of  Washington,  his  theological  library,  consisting  of  nearly 
ten  thousand  volumes,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  in  perpetuity, 
on  the  sole  condition  that  they  provide  for  it  a  suitable  fire-proof 
building  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  reasonable  increase.  The 
value  of  the  library  is  estimated  at  $80,000. 

Valentine  Hat,  Esq.,  of  Somerset,  Pa.,  has  offered  to  make  a 
donation  of  $5,000  toward  the  establishment  and  endowment  of  a 
third  Professorship  of  Exegetical  Theology  in  the  Reformed  Semi- 
nary of  the  Ohio  Synod. 

Judge  D.  B.  DeLand,  of  Fairport,  N.  T.,  has  offered  to  erect  a 
cottage  at  Richmond  College  (Baptist),  for  the  accommodation  of 
students,  at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  The  Trustees  have  accepted  the  offer 
with  suitable  acknowledgements. 

The  class  of  1860  of  Princeton  College,  at  its  decennial  gathering 
presented  to  the  college,  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  found  a  fellowship 
of  Experimental  Science,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Fellowship  of  the 
Class  of  1860." 

T.  K.  Butler,  Esq.,  has  transferred  his  right  and  title  to  the 
"  St.  Luke's  Home"  (Episcopal)  at  Utica  to  the  managers  of  the 
institution  as  a  charitable  gift. 

All-Pasha  Monbarek,  the  Minister  of  the  Chedive  of  Egypt, 
has  purchased  80,000  volumes  in  London  and  Paris  to  found  a 
public  library  at  Cairo,  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  Egypt. 

Gen.  F.  S.  Herset  (Universalist)  has  given  $2,000  to  the  West 
brook  (Me.)  Seminary  Fund  and  $1,000  for  a  new  church  bell. 

Db.  Thomas  C.  Dubant,  of  New  York  city,  has  presented  the 
Albany  Medical  College  with  an  endowment  of  $15,000. 

Ie 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


t^  For  this  deputmeot  wa  nek  contribution*  from  the  brethren  In  en  our  As- 
sociations. Item*  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  toplca,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come:— 

1,  New  features  In  the  work. 

Z,  News  of  Conventions. 

8,  Interesting  Incidents. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individ  nail. 

!i,  Communities  awakened. 

6,  Notices  or  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

7,  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
t*7~Communtcatlons  for  any  Number  should  reach  our  office  before  the  middle 

of  the  month  proceeding  that  In  which  such  number  appears . 


AT  HOME. 
THE  WORK  IN  CHICAGO. 

HOW  TOTJHO  MEN  ABE  BEACHED.  THE  YOKE  FELLOWS. 
STRANGERS'  reception.     EMPLOYMENT  bureau. 

Mb.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  at  the  Indianapolis  Convention,  in  the 
most  eloquent  address  wo  ever  heard  him  deliver,  gave  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  several  effective  methods  of  work  adopted 
by  the  brethren  in  Chicago.  He  was  speaking  to  the  question: 
"  How  to  reach  young  men  coming  to  our  cities  t " 

We  have  been  trying  for  years  to  find  out  just  how  to  get  hold 
of  the  young  men.  I  do  not  think  I  have  found  out  yet,  and  I 
came  here  to  learn.  One  thing  is  sure ;  everybody  must  do  some- 
thing. 

MEET   THEM  ON  THEIR  ARRIVAL. 

"  If  you  can  do  no  more  than  write  a  letter  do  that.  The  most 
glorious  results  have  been  brought  about  by  this  simple  instru- 
mentality. If  your  son  or  brother  or  friend  is  going  to  Chicago  or 
Cincinnati  or  New  York,  write  a  letter  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. — '  John 
Jones  leaves  to-morrow  for  your  city.  Please  hunt  him  up,  and 
see  that  proper  influences  are  thrown  around  him.'  Write  a  letter 
and  send  it  by  him  to  the  Association,  if  he  will  carry  it,  if  you 
think  he  will  not  then  send  it  privately.  This  is  a  matter  of  the 
utmost  importance,  for  I  have  found  by  experience  that  if  we  do 
not  get  hold  of  a  young  man  within  the  first  two  or  three  monthg 
after  his  arrival  in  any  of  our  large  cities  we  have  a  very  poor 
chance  of  gettingTiim  at  all.  If  we  can  reach  him  the  first  two  or 
three  days  so  much  the  better. 

THE  YOKE  FELLOWS. 

"  One  thing  we  have  tried  with  great  success.  Every  Sunday 
evening,  at  e>ur  rooms,  we  have  tea  for  all  the  Christian  young  men 
who  will  come  and  take  tea  with  us,  and  the  Association  pays  the 
bill.  After  tea  they  kneel  down  and  pray  together,  and  then  they 
take  a  lot  of  little  hand  bills,  and  ono  goes  to.  one  bridge  and 
another  to  another;  one  takes  the  hotels,  another  takes  the  saloons 
in  such  a  district,  ono  this  corner  and  another  that,  and  the  finest 
looking  man  we  have  got  we  station  right  out  in  front  of  our  hall, 
and  there  is  not  a  man  that  can  come  within  a  mile  without  get- 
ting an  invitation  to  come  to  the  Sunday  evening  preaching  ser 
vice  in  our  Hall.  Some  often  get  several  invitations  and  are  con- 
quered by  importunity.  These  "  yoke  fellows,"  as  they  call  them- 
selves, have  nearly  all  been  converted  in  this  way.  Three  of  the 
churches  have  adopted  the  same  plan  since  we  organized  it,  and 
the  churches,  too,  are  filling  up. 

strangers'  reception. 

"Another  thing  has  worked  very  well  with  us.  Every  Monday 
night  we  have  a  reception  meeting  for  strangers.  Last  Monday 
night  there  were  from  50  to  60  strangers  there;  it  is  called  the  stran- 
gers' meeting.  All  the  active  Christian  young  men  speak  one  after 
another  as  fast  as  they  can,  no  one  speaking  longer  than  two  or 
three  minutes,  and  then  we  call  upon  some  of  these  strangers,  ask- 
ing them  if  they  will  love  the  Saviour,  and  such  is  the  power  of 
the  influence  that  is  exerted  there  that  they  will  often  break  out  in 
tears  and  ask  us  to  pray  for  them. 

EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

When  a  man  is  out  of  money  it  is  pretty  dry  work  to  sit  down 


and  talk  to  him  about  religion.  He  wants  help ;  he  wants  employ- 
ment. And  we  have  a  man  who  gives  his  whole  time  to  getting 
men  situations.  Last  year  he  got  employment  for  5,081  men.  If 
there  is  any  time  in  a  man's  life  when  he  needs  a  warm  grasp  of 
the  hand,  it  is  when  he  is  in  a  strange  city  with  no  money  and  no 
work  Before  we  adopted  this  plan,  for  days  often,  not  a  man 
would  come  in,  but  now  we  have  1,500  men  coming  in,  every  week 
Why  is  this  1  It  is  because  we  show  we  have  an  interest  in  them 
and  they  feel  it. 

SEEK  IF  YOU  WOULD  SATE. 

"Let  us  go  out  after  these  young  men.  Our  Master  came  to 
teek  and  save  the  lost  and  we  must  seek  souls  if  we  would  be  the 
means  of  saving  them.  When  they  see  that  we  are  in  earnest  and 
feel  every  word  that  we  utter,  then  we  can  reach  them,  and  not 
before.  These  young  men  come  into  the  city.  Ton  do  not  know 
what  sort  of  men  they  are,  and  when  you  get  one  of  them  convert- 
ed you  do  not  know  what  you  are  doing.  He  may  bo  a  John 
Knox,  a  Wesley,  a  Whitfield,  or  a  John  Bunyan." 

New  Association*  in  Pennsylvania.  The  good  work  of 
organizing  Associations  in  the  smaller  towns  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
pushed  forward  with  unabating  zeal  by  the  brethren  in  that  State. 
A  year  ago  there  were  27  Associations  in  Pennsylvania.  Just  before 
the  Indianapolis  Convention  the  executive  committee  of  the  State 
issued  a  pamphlet  stating  that  the  number  had  then  increased  to 
sixty-four.  Since  that  time  new  Associations  have  been  formed  at 
Centreville,  Cornellsville,  Dunbar,  Great  Bend,  Lawrenceville, 
Sunbury  and  Lyconning  Creek. 

Pennsylvania  can  certainly  lay  claim  to  the  title  of  the  banner 
State  in  the  work  of  extending  our  Societies  within  her  boundaries. 
The  methods  pursued  are  worthy  of  study  and  the  pamphlet  issued 
by  the  committee  last  June  should  be  obtained  by  all  seeking 
information  on  the  subject.  It  will  be  sent  free  of  charge  on  appli- 
cation to  T.  K  Cree,  Chairman  of  State  Exec.  Convention,  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

Among  other  methods  pursued  we  would  call  the  attention  of 
all  our  State  Executive  Committees  to  the  following  mode  of 
Awakening  an  Interest  in  the  Work.  To  every  town 
in  Pennsylvania  where  there  seems  to  be  a  call  for  an  Association 
the  State  Committee  send  the  following  letter  to  some  of  the  clergy 
of  the  place: 

Pittsburg,  1870. 
My  Dear  Brother: 
We  are  very  desirous  of  having  an  organization  in  your 
town,  yet  we  are  powerless  in  the  matter — as  one  to  be  a  success 
must  come  from  and  be  kept  up  by  your  Christian  people.  We 
give  all  the  information  you  need  in  the  enclosed  pamphlet,  bu^ 
are  anxious  to  give  you  any  further  assistance  you  may  need.  The 
work  for  such  an  Institution  in  your  midst  is  self-evident.  God  is 
greatly  blessing  our  Associations  all  ovor  the  country,  and  there 
ought  to  be  an  organization  in  every  city,  town  and  country  district 
of  our  State.  Ours  is  a  work  not  only  among  young  men,  but  a  work 
for  young  men  to  do.  Will  you  not,  as  one  who  loves  the  Master  and 
His  work,  feel  called  upon  to  go  into  this  work,  and  use  your  influ- 
ence to  have  an  Association  organized  ?  It  does  not  require  num- 
bers— a  few  earnest  workers  can  accomplish  much.  Let  it  not  be 
said  of  any  of  us, "  Why  stand  ye  here  idle,"  while  we  know  that 
"  the  harvest  is  great  and  the  laborers  are  few." 

Fraternally  yours, 

Thos.  K.  Cree, 
Chairman  State  Eaecutvoe  Committee. 

N.  B.  As  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  we  do  not  expect  this  work 
to  fall  upon  you,  but  we  hope  for  your  assistance  in  getting  up  the 
organization — that  it  may  bring  more  workers  into  the  field  in 
which  the  ministry  have  been  working  too  long  alone. 
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The  German  Associations  in  St.  Louis.  At  the  Indian- 
apolis Convention  Mr.  Bartram  of  St.  Louis,  said  of  out  work  in 
that  city . 

"  There  are,  according  to  the  beet  sources  of  information,  not 
much  over  two  hundred  members  forming  the  German  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  St.  Louis ;  bat  of  this  number  only  about 
one  hundred  belong  to  the  so-called  Evangelical  Church.  This 
latter  part,  however,  is  to  be  subdivided  again  into  three  or 
four  small  societies  which  hare  each  their  own  constitution  and 
management,  though  differing  but  little  from  each  other.  It  is 
our  desire,  in  the  course  of  time,  and  if  the  Lord,  permits  to  form 
one  compact  Association,  which  shall  be  organized  like  the  Associ- 
tionof  our  Anglo-American  brethren.  The  preliminary  measures 
to  such  a  step  have  been  taken  in  the  establishment  of  an  Execu- 
tive committee,  in  which  three  of  our  evangelical  societies  are  now 
represented  by  delegates. 

A  Building  for  the  Indianapolis  Association.  The 
warm  and  urgent  appeals  made  by  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  and 
Mr  Moody,  to  the  citizens  of  Indianapolis,  for  a  building  in  aid  of 
the  Association  in  that  city,  have  not  been  wholly  ineffectual. 
The  Indianapolis  Journal  states  that  soon  after  the  convention  had 
adjourned,  "  a  delegation  from  the  Association  by  tho  request  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Bawling  led  and  participated  in  the  exercises  of  the 
prayer  meeting  at  Wesley  Chapel,  Indianapolis.  The  services 
were  unusually  interesting.  The  project  of  erecting  a  suit- 
able building  for  the  Association  was  considerably  talked  of. 
At  the  close  of  the  service  Dr.  Bawling  said  that  they,  as  a  church, 
were  with  the  Association  heart  and  soul,  and  whatever  they  could 
do  to  advance  its  interests  they  were  perfectly  willing  to  do,  and 
he  hoped  that  the  brethren  of  the  Association  would  feel  free  to 
call  upon  them  in  any  emergency." 

We  hope  this  project  will  not  be  abandoned  but  that  such  an 
example  will  be  set  to  all  the  Associations  in  Indiana  as  will  lead 
to  the  erection  of  buildings  by  the  brethren  in  many  towns  of  that 
State. 

A  Pleasant  Incident.  Few  of  the  delegates  to  the  Indian- 
apolis Convention  will  soon  forget  the  fidelity  and  Christian  cour- 
tesy of  the  Committee  who  received  and  cared  for  us  with  unre- 
mitting attentiveneea.  All  will  be  pleased  to  learn  the  following 
incident  about  the  chairman  of  "that  committee,  Mr.  John  Dixon. 
While  filling  creditably  the  position  of  book  keeper  in  one  of  the 
stores  of  Indianapolis,  Mr.  Dixon  has  for  a  long  time  felt  called  to 
the  ministry  and  a  few  weeks  ago  withdrew  from  business  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  that  sacred  profession.  On  the  occasion  of  his 
leaving  the  store  the  salesmen  of  the  establishment  with  rare  tact 
and  delicacy  arranged  a  surprise  and  testified  to  their  regard  and 
esteem  for  their  associate  by  presenting  him  with  a  beautiful  fam- 
ily Bible  and  an  Encyclopedia  of  Religious  truth.  His  employers 
also  presented  him  with  a  handsome  sum  of  money. 

Work  in  the  Open  Air  at  Oreenpoint.  The  Associa- 
tion at  Oreenpoint,  L.  L,  hold.  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  in  the 
open  air  at  4  o'clock  in  Measerole's  Grove,  Union  Avenue,  with  a 
large  attendance.  Several  thousand  people  were  gathered  there 
July  10th.  These  meetings  will  be  continued  during  the  warm 
weather,  the  second  Sunday  in  each  month  being  set  apart  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  Temperance, 

This  Association  are  fitting  up  their  room  in  Java  street  with  a 
library  and  the  papers  and  periodicals  of  the  day.  The  rooms  are 
open  evenings,  free  to  the  public. 

In  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  for  the  past  few  months 
"  our  Association  have  felt  a  little  depressed  financially,  but  we 
have  lately  been  surprised  and  gladdened  by  receiving  a  check  for 
$100  from  an  unknown  person  (thought  to  be  one  not  connected 
with  any  of  our  churches)  and  other  amounts  from  other  sources 
making  a  sum  almost  large  enough  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of 
the  year." 


Systematic  Work.  At  the  Indianapolis  Convention,  Mr.  J. 
H.  Emminger,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  made  the  following  interesting 
statement : 

"Immediately  after  the  Detroit  Convention  our  Committee 
on  Devotional  exercises  established  the  rule  that  nobody  should  go 
into  the  country  to  talk  to  the  people,  who  could  not  stand  up  and 
speak  for  Jesus,  in  the  city,  where  they  were  known.  The  persons 
who  were  willing  to  go  and  speak,  placed  themselves  in  the  hands 
of  the  Committee  and  we  had  blanks  prepared,  which  were  filled 
out  as  occasion  required,  authorizing  such  and  such  persons  to  go 
to  such  and  such  places  and  hold  meetings.  We  established  preach- 
ing stations  outside  of  the  city  as  well  as  in  the  city,  and  all  were 
supplied,  the  work  being  confined  to  laymen,  here  the  speaker 
exhibited  a  blank  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  statistics. 
"  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  blank  together  with  the  statis- 
tics of  the  Fourth  Ward  in  Mansfield. 

Total  population  in  Ward 1,801 

Number  of  Church  members 604 

Number  attending,  regularly 474 

Number  attending,  occasionally 200 

Number  of  children  under  5  years .- 284 

Number  of  children  between  5  and  21  years 600 

Number  of  Sabbath  School  scholars,  Evangelical 408 

Number  of  Sabbath  School  scholars.  Catholic 87 

Number  of  children  not  enrolled 252 

Number  of  adults  who  go  to  no  church 260 

Singular  Episode  in  the  Work.— The  Association  at 
Easton,  formed  Feb.  1,  1870,  has  160  members,  a  good  reading 
room,  and  interesting  prayer  meetings.  "But,"  writes  a  cor- 
respondent, "  the  chief  event  of  our  short  history  has  been  a  sin- 
gular one.  About  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  one  or 
two  little  rag-pickers  found  their  way  for  several  nights  into 
our  rooms,  bringing  their  street  companions  with  them,  vary- 
ing in  age  from  7  to  13  years.  They  soon  numbered  25f 
then  80,  60,  100,  and  even  160.  For  these  rapidly-increasing 
numbers  the  Board  speedily  made  provision.  With  the  aid  of 
volunteer  sub-committees,  for  nearly  four  month*,  a  meeting  was 
held  for  one  hour  every  evening  (Sundays  excepted),  at  which, 
prayers  were  offered,  hymns  sung,  and  remarks,  or  short  talks 
made,  all  of  a  moral  or  religious  nature.  When  the  worm  weath- 
er set  in,  the  number  began  to  diminish,  and  at  this  time — the 
middle  of  May — a  few  straggling  ones  only  come  in  on  two  eve- 
nings a  week. 

"  We  are  perplexed  to  understand  the  reasons  or  inclinations 
which  led  so  many  very  young  lads  of  our  borough  to  leave  their 
homes — which  all  but  a  very  few  must  have  had — and  their  street 
enjoyments  to  gather  every  night  in  a  small  room  to  hear  those 
with  whose  speaking  they  must  soon  have  become  familiarized, 
and  submit,  as  they  did,  to  rather  sturdy  discipline;  and  all  this 
when  they  were  neither  invited  in  the  first  place,  nor,  from  pru- 
dential reasons,  allowed  any  of  the  privileges  oi  the  reading  room, 
where  illustrated  books  tempted  for  the  first  few  evenings.  But 
it  has  been  beneficial  to  many'  of  them,  and,  in  various  ways,  a 
blessing  to  us." 

Promise  Meeting.  A  highly  interesting  promise  meeting  was 
held  by  the  Pittsburgh  Association  Saturday  evening,  July  0th 
The  leader  took  for  his  Lesson,  2d  Peter,  15th  chapter  and  4th  verse 
and  took  for  his  promise  "  Lo  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world."  The  meeting  was  a  good  one,  most  of  those 
present  reciting  a  promise.  All  the  prayers,  Hymns  and  remarks 
were  in  sympathy  with  the  subject  of  the  meeting,  such  meetings 
are  highly  beneficial  not  only  in  that  they  bring  out  the  promises 
of  the  Bible,  but  they  induce  those  who  but  seldom  take  part  in  our 
meetings  to  do  so,  as  "  any  body  "  can  recite  a  passage  of  Scripture. 
Next  Saturday  evening  (28d)we  hold  a  praise  meeting,  in  it  we 
permit  nothing  except  the  praise  of  God,  our  reasons  for  praising 
Him  and  recounting  His  "  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercy." 
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A  Summer  month's  work  in  Baltimore.  The  breth- 
ren in  Baltimore  are  very  active  in  this  Bummer  weather  and  are 
achieving  a  glorious  work.  The  following  interesting  facts  are 
taken  from  an  extract  of  a  recent  monthly  report  of  the  official 
secretary  of  the  Baltimore  Association.  The  extract  was' printed 
in  the  July  number  of  the  Good  Nevis  : 

"  The  past  month  has  been  one  of  the  brightest  in  the  history  of 
our  Association.  In  nearly  400  bar  rooms  Christ  has  been  pro- 
claimed, and  thousands  of  young  men  have  been  warned  to  turn 
from  the  cap  of  death.  Often  at  the  name  of  Jesus  the  midnight 
revel  has  been  hushed,  the  cards  have  been  dropped,  the  rattling 
of  glasses,  the  song  and  the  dance  have  ceased,  and  burning  tears 
of  bitter  repentance  have  fallen  from  eyes  unused  to  weeping  at 
the  recital  of  a  Saviour's  love.  14,690  tracts  have  been  distributed 
at  the  different  depots,  hotels,  theatres,  saloons,  and  among  the 
poor  in  the  by-ways  and  alleys  of  the  city.  13,000  cards  of  invita- 
tion to  our  rooms,  prayer-meetings,  mission  schools,  open  air  meet- 
ing &a»  have  also  been  distributed,  and  6,000  copies  of  the  "  Good 
Newt",  have  found  their  way  into  as  many  homes.  About  1,200 
families  have  been  visited  and  personally  invited  to  accept  the 
great  salvation. 

$238  60  have  been  spent  in  relieving  the  sufferings  of  the  poor. 
Hundreds  of  young  men  come  to  as  seeking  employment — many 
are  strangers,  without  money,  friends,  food  or  shelter.  We  cared 
for  all  whom  we  believed  to  be  worthy,  until  employment  could  be 
secured  for  them.  Others  sick,  destitute  and  friendless  have  been 
sent  to  their  distant  homes. 

One  poor  man  whom  we  visited  in  his  sickness,  providing  for  him 
and  his  suffering  family,  prayed  for  oar  Association  in  the  hoar 
of  his  death,  and  thanked  God  for  sending  him  friends  in  his  time 
of  need.  Seven  widows  and  fourteen  orphan  children  have  also 
been  fed,  clothed  and  sheltered.  Our  rooms  have  been  to  the 
stranger  a  home,  \o  the  tempted  a  refuge,  and  to  the  young  men 
of  our  city  a  pleasant  retreat  from  the  cares  of  business.  78  prayer 
meetings  have  been  held  at  the  rooms  and  in  destitute  sections  of 
the  city,  Open  air  meetings  have  been  held  every  Sabbath  after- 
noon at  the  foot  of  Marsh  Market,  on  the  corner  of  Light  and  Pratt 
streets,  and  in  Bel-Air  Market,  reaching  thousands  who  but  seldom, 
if  ever,  enter  the  house  of  God.  And  hundreds  of  neglected  chil- 
dren have  been  led  to  our  mission  schools." 

The  Year's  work  in  New  London,  Ct.  This  Associa- 
tion was  organized  in  June,  1867,  by  young  men  who  were  members 
of  the  different  evangelical  churches  of  our  city,  absorbing  one  al- 
ready in  existence  composed  of  members  from"  one  denomination 
only.  Prom  the  annual  report  the  President  of  the  Now  London 
Association,  read  a  few  weeks  ago,  we  learn  that  during  the  past 
year  the  building  fund  has  been  increased  to  $669  87.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  owing  to  the  lack  of  some  person  to  take  care  of  the 
present  quarters  of  the  Association  the  reading  rooms  are  not  kept 
open  during  every  day  and  evening,  but  only  when  some  meeting 
is  to  beheld  in  them.  The  devotional  committee  is  the  most  active. 
A  meeting  has  been  held  at  the  rooms  once  a  week.  The  Sunday 
evening  service  at  the  Mission  chapel  in  Bradley  has  been  fully  sus- 
tained. Services  in  another  chapel  and  in  the  jail  have  been  less 
regularly  maintained.  Open  air  meetings  last  summer  resulted  in 
go  <d.  The  President  expressed  the  conviction  that  the  Association 
had  not  retrograded  and  urged  the  nominally  active  members  to 
manifest  a  more  general  interest  in  the  cause  and  work  to  which 
they  should  all  feel  pledged. 

In  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  open  air  services  are  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  summer's  work.  At  Military  Park  large  audiences 
assemble  to  hear  the  Word  each  pleasant  Lord's  day.  The  breth- 
ren are  also  holding  prayer  meetings  at  the  Almshouse,  the  Bethel 
church,  Hoyt  street  Chapel,  and  at  their  rooms. 

At  Lawbencbvillb,  Allkohany  Co.,  Pa.  the  Association  held 
a  meeting  on  Monday,  July  18th,  was  addressed  by  some  members 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Association.  They  were  to  begin  open  air  meet 
ings  Sunday,  July  34th. 


Associations. 

New  Life  and  Activity  in  Madison,  Wis.  A  corres- 
pondent writes :  "  The  Association  in  the  capital  city  of  Wiscon- 
sin has  put  on  new  life.  At  the  recent  annual  meeting  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected :  James  E.  Mosely,  Pres't. ;  H.  A.  Lewis, 
Vice  Pres't. ;  J.  H.  Chappel,  Cor.  Beefy ;  Charles  Hawes,  Tress. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  already  under  the  brief  ad- 
ministration of  President  Mosely,  the  Association  is  entering  upon 
a  career  of  great  usefulness.  For  the  first  time  since  its  organiza- 
tion, centrally  located  and  pleasant  rooms  have  been  secured.  The 
ladies  have  held  a  "  Floral  Festival "  and  netted  a  goodly  sum, 
with  which  they  propose  to  famish  the  rooms  and  give  to  them 
that  home-like  appearance  that  will  make  them  attractive  to  young 
men.  The  reading  room  will  be  well  supplied  with  good  reading 
matter.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting  is  well  attended.  Open  air 
services  have  been  began  with  good  results.  Now  that  the  Associ- 
ation is  showing  by  its  efforts  that  it  means  "  Work,"  it  has  the 
warm,  hearty  co-operation  of  all  the  Christian  people  of  the  city ." 

First  Fruits  of  tlie  Convention.  A  Correspondent  writes : 
"  In  Pawtaucket,  B.  I.,  a  village  of  20,000  inhabitants,  we  have  had 
a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  for  three  and  one-half  years. 
The  Association  has  encountered  serious  obstacles,  and  a  few  of  the 
members  have  for  some  time  borne  heavy  burdens.  Bat  the  murky 
clouds  are  lifting,  and  we  now  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  a  rich 
blessing  on  our  labors.  To  the  Convention  recently  held  in  Indian- 
apolis we  sent  three  delega'es.  On  their  return  a  public  meeting 
was  held  in  one  of  the  largest  churches  in  the  village,  to  hear  their 
report.  A  very  large  number  of  the  people  attended,  and  the  exer- 
cises and  reports  proved  to  be  exceedingly  interesting.  The  breth- 
ren felt  encouraged  and  at  the  subsequent  monthly  meeting  they 
resolved  to  establish  a  noonday  prayer  meeting.  The  meeting  was 
started,  and  the  attendance  has  rapidly  increased  from  day  to  day. 
The  meetings  are  deeply  interesting,  and  we  believe  that  God 
is  about  to  pour  oat  his  Spirit  upon  us,  and  that  precious  Bonis 
will  be  led  to  Christ. 

"We  believe  that  very  much  of  our  lack  of  success,  heretofore,  has 
resulted  from  a  want  of  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  all  the  people, 
as  to  the  true  objects  and  workings  of  the  Christian  Association. 
Perhaps  this  may  be  the  case  elsewhere,  and  If  so  we  believe  that 
this  obstacle  is  best  overcome  by  an  adequate  circulation  of  the 
"  Association  Monthly  "  among  all  the  people.  If  the  true  objects 
and  aims  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  are  properly 
understood  in  the  community,  and  are  properly  pursued  by  the 
local  Association,  no  person  is  likely  to  oppose  the  work." 

At  Providence,  JR.  I.  the  brethren  are  holding  excellent  open 
air  meetings.  On  the  Sabbath,  very  large  audiences  gather,  and  good 
spirit  manifested.  "  Our  noonday  meetings  are  at  present  fully 
attended ;  some  of  the  brethren,  in  connection  with  some  of  our 
earnest  women,  lately  visited  a  house  of  ill  repute  and  held  a 
prayer  meeting.  Since  that  time,  the  man  and  the  woman  of  the 
house,  have  attended  oar  Noonday  meeting  twice.  Mrs.  Caroline 
Talbot  is  with  as  at  present  and  we  find  her  to  be  a  most  de- 
voted Christian  woman,  a  minister  of  the  society  of  Friends.  She 
gives  her  time  to  the  work  of  seeking  out  the  lost.  She  has  visited 
very  many  of  the  Associations  of  our  country  and  given  them  an 
encouraging  word  and  a  helping  hand. 

E.  R.  Holden,  Cor.  Mem.  for  B,  L 

Activity  in  Roxbury,  Mass.  A  good  report  of  the  breth- 
ren in  Roxbury,  or  rather  to  use  its  new  name,  the  Highlands  of 
Boston  reaches  us.  Their  rooms,  located  in  Webster  block,  1806 
Washington  street,  are  spacious  and  well  supplied  with  reading 
matter  free  to  all  who  wish  to  visit  the  rooms.  Religious  meet- 
ings are  also  held  for  an  hour  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
evenings.  Open  air  prayer-meetings  are  now  held  at  5-1-2  o'clock 
on  Sunday  evenings,  at  the  junction  of  Old  and  New  Heath  streets, 
which  are  well  attended.  The  work  of  distributing  tracts  is  also 
well  attended  to.  Ample  provisions  have  been  made  for  the  finan- 
ces for  the  present  year,  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
churches  and  citizens  of  the  Highlands. 
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At  CoxNTXLSvnxK,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.,  the  new  Association 
held  a  meeting  Monday,  July  11th,  which  was  addressed  by  Rev. 
S.  F.  Scovill  of  Pittsburgh,  and  H.  K»  Porter,  President  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  Pittsburgh.  They  have  decided  to 
go  to  work,  and  are  ready  for  open  air  meetings. 

At  Cakkonbbub»,  Washtbotok  Co.,  Pa.  A  large  meeting  was 
held  on  Wednesday,  July  13th,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
an  association,  and  was  addressed  by  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hays,  of  Pitts- 
burgh. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 
Baying  t/ie  Debt  in  Ottawa.  Cheering  Activity.  At 

a  meeting  of  the  Association  in  Ottawa,  Ontario,  July  4th,  the 
importance  of  paying  the  debt  was  urged  and  toward  this  object 
$100  was  immediately  subscribed.  After  spending  a  pleasant  half 
hour  in  social  intercourse  and  partaking  of  refreshments  business 
was  resumed.  Motions  affirming  the  necessity  of  increased  activity 
in  Christian  work  were  adopted.  The  Convention  for  the  Prov- 
inces of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  to  be  held  at  Ottawa  in  September 
next,  was  alluded  to,  and  a  hearty  Christian  welcome  to  the  dele- 
gates anticipated. 

The  Association  sustains  a  mission  Sunday  school  in  the  neigh- 
boring village  of  Hull  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  the  school  has 
about  50  scholars,  and  is  in  the  midst  of  a  Roman  Catholic  commu- 
nity. The  Association  is  badly  in  want  of  "live  men  "  to  lead  it. 
There  is  room  for  the  accomplishment  of  much  good  through  the 
agency  of  a  T.  M.  C.  A.,  in  this  place.  There  are  about  150  mem- 
ben,  who  are  determined  to  sustain  the  Association,  and  earnestly 
desire  that  the  Master  will  graciously  put  it  into  the  heart  of  some 
earnest  minded  working  Christian  to  come  forward  and  lead  the 

Association  as  its  President. 

H.  Alexander,  Cor.  Sec. 

ABROAD. 


Belfast,  Ireland.  A  large  social  meeting  of  the  members  of 
this  Association  was  held  on  the  31st  of  March.  After  tea  an 
excellent  lecture  on  "Association  work"  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Alex.  Hatchard  of  London.    John  Jardin,  Esq.,  presided. 


EUROPEAN  CONTINENT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

The  Prayer  Meeting  in  Liverpool.  Some  two  or  three 
months  ago  a  monthly  union  prayer  meeting  was  established  by 
the  Association  in  Liverpool.  It  is  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
each  month  from  8  to  9, 10  P.  x.  and  is  presided  over  by  the  Secre- 
tary Mr.  Samuel  Nash.  Brief  passages  of  -Scripture,  short  hymns 
exhortations  and  prayers  limited  to  five  minutes,  each  contributed 
to  make  the  meeting  interesting.  Many  take  part.  The  attend- 
ance is  gradually  increasing.  At  the  meeting  last  June,  special 
prayer  was  offered  in  behalf  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention. 

A  Gymnastic  Club  has  been  recently  established  in  connection 
with  the  Institute  and  numbers  at  present  nearly  100  members. 
Mr.  Henry  Vincent,  on  Tuesday  the  14th  of  June,  lectured  on 
"Queen  Elizabeth"  to  a  large  audience  in  the  College  Hall  on 
behalf  of  the  Association.  The  Mayor  of  the  City,  (who  is  the 
President  of  the  Institution)  presided. 

A  few  circulars  relative  to  the  Convention  at  Indianapolis  being 
received  were  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  Mr.  Nash,  to  London, 
Dublin,  Leeds,  Edinboro,  Glasgow,  Bristol,  Birmingham,  Leam- 
ington, Worcester,  Belfast,  Stockton-on-Tees,  Londonderry,  New- 
casthyon-Tyne,  &&,  asking  for  the  special  prayer  of  all  the  Associa- 
tions in  behalf  of  our  Convention.  In  Liverpool,  Wednesday  the 
twenty-second  of  June  was  set  apart  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  this 
purpose.  In  the  evening  a  special  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the 
new  Lecture  Hall. 

Sottthport,  England.  At  this  town,  situated  about  20  miles 
north  of  Liverpool,  the  Association,  formed  a  few  years  ago)  is 
progressing  satisfactorily ;  new  and  handsome  premises  have  been 
secured  in  the  leading  street,  of  the  town.  The  Mayor  of  the  town 
is  a  Vice-President  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  Association.  The  Religious  work  needs  invigorating.  A 
few  days  ago  an  enjoyable  trip  was  made  by  the  members  and 
Mends  to  the  Cumberland  Lakes. 


The  Anglo  American  Branch  at  Paris  of  the  French 
T.  M.  C:  A.  of  that  city  have  lately  published  their  annual  report. 
The  rooms,  centrally  situated  at  100  Rue  Montmartre,  near  the 
Bourse  and  the  Boulevards,  are  quite  attractive  and  the  Associa- 
tion the  past  year  has  made  steady  progress  in  fulfilling  its  design 
of  furnishing  to  young  men  a  Christian  home  and  a  refuge  from 
the  many  temptations  of  the  gay  capital  of  France. 

"  The  present  number  of  active  members  is  about  40,  of  associ- 
ates 50,  and  of  honorary  members  45.  The  English  are  usually 
young  men  in  French,  English  or  American  houses  of  business. 
The  Americans  are  commonly  students  from  the  Quart i  or  Latin  or 
those  visiting  Paris.  There  are  also  French,  German  and  Swiss 
members  who  prefer  associating  with  the  English  and  Americans. 

The  Bible  class  on  every  Lord's  day,  the  Literary  meeting,  the 
lectures  and  the  classes  in  modern  languages  have  been  well  sus- 
tained and  attended.  The  library  has  been  considerably  enlarged 
The  Society  is  not  Belt-supporting,  having  depended  for  aid  in  part 
upon  Christians  in  Great  Britain  and  America.  The  report  states 
that,  while  in  the  beginning  considerable  help  was  received  from 
this  country, "  this  year  funds  have  come  almost  entirely  from  Eng- 
lish friends."  Donations  may  be  sent  for  transmission  to  Mr.  Wm. 
E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  or  Mr.  James  Stokes,  Jr.,  both  of  New  York  City. 

An  Association  Witliin  the  Church.  The  same  num- 
ber of  the  Junglings  Bote  has  a  contribution  from  pastor  Goes 
of  Wain,  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  a  successful  attempt  to 
form  a  young  men's  Association  in  his  own  congregation.  He  was 
oppressed  by  the  fact  that  young  men,  confined  in  his  church, 
scarcely  ever  lived  in  conformity  to  their  confirmation  vows  and 
felt  the  need  of  doing  something. 

On  the  evening  of  communion  day,  he  called  the  newly  received 
members  together  again  with  others  who  had  been  previously  con- 
firmed. He  proposed  a  weekly  meeting  to  all  who  were  really  in 
earnest  to  carry  out  the  vows  taken  at  confirmation.  At  first,  the 
meeting  was  largely  attended,  but  soon  many  became  indifferent 
and  left,  until  but  14  faithful  ones  remained.  With  these  he  organ- 
ized the  Association  and  intends  now  to  draw  the  young  element 
of  his  church  into  it.  So  far  he  speaks  of  it  as  a  success  and  rec- 
ommends the  plan  to  others. 

Merchant  Association  on  the  Continent.    The  April 

number  of  the  Junglings-Bote,  published  by  the  committee  of  the 
South  German  Evangelical  Young  Men's  Confederation,  gives  an 
account  of  11  Christian  Associations  for  young  merchants,  located 
in  as  many  different  mercantile  centers  on  the  Continent.  They 
report  a  membership  of  631.  All  the  members  of  these  Associa- 
tions aro  young  merchants,  except  those  of  the  large  Association  of 
300  in  Stuttgart,  only  one  third  of  whom  are  merchants. 

The  Associations,  besides  having  regular  times  for  the  study 
of  the  Bible,  and  some  of  them,  for  the  prosecution  of  evangelical 
work,  afford  special  advantages  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  those 
branches  of  learning  which  are  more  particularly  useful  to  the 
merchant. 

The  Swiss  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Journal.  From  Switzerland  we 
have  received  the  first  0  numbers  of  the  12th  year,  of  a  Young 
Men's  Association  Monthly  Journal,  bearing  the  title;  Der 
Schrveizerische  (Swiss)  Jungling-Bote.  A  deep  tone  of  piety  per. 
vades  this  periodical.  The  numbers  received  contain  a  variety 
of  very  excellent  articles  on  Bible  and  religious  themes.  There 
is  nothing,  however,  of  statistical  interest  to  report. 
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Tlie  Alliance  and  the  Associations.  Programme  of 
the  Conference.  At  the  Indianapolis  Convention,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Havmeyer  of  this  city  presented  the  cause  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  calling  attention  to  the  intimate  relationship  existing 
between  the  Alliance  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  societies  of  Christians 
Working  in  Union.  Alluding  to  the  approaching  World's  Confer- 
ence in  this  city  next  month,  he  expressed  the  hope  that  leading 
representative  men  of  oar  Associations  would  be  present  and 
that  the  methods  of  work  in  vogue  among  us  might  be  seen  in 
practical  operation  and  to  the  best  advantage  by  the  delegates 
who  come  to  this  assembly  from  all  parts  of  CbJSBtendom. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Felix  Brunot,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  it 
was  enthusiastically 

Resolved  :  That  the  approaching  Conference  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  hereby  commended  to  the 
prayers  of  the  Younjr  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  country, 
and  they  are  earnestly  urged  to  co-operate  in  securing  the  success 
of  the  movement. 

Retolwd :  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to 
arrange,  if  possible,  for  the  presentation,  at  the  session  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Alliance,  of  papers  on  the  subject  of  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations. 

Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  this  city,  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A-  of  the  United  States  and  British 
Provinces  is  expected  to  prepare  and  read  the  paper  referred 
to  in  the  latter  of  these  resolutions.  The  programme  ot  the 
Conference  with  the  subjects  to  be  discussed  and  the  names  of 
the  distinguished  men  chosen  to  lead  each  has  lately  been 
published.  It  gives  promise  of  sessions  of  extraordinary  and 
unprecedented  interest.  We  have  space  for  only  a  few  items. 
"  Address  of  welcome  by  William  Adams,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,of  New 
York.  The  programme  of  the  first  day  contains  the  names  of  Rev. 
Eugene  Bersier,  of  France;  Drs.  Tholuck ;  H.  Krummacher  of  Gei* 
many ;  Cohen  Stewart,  of  Rotterdam,  &c.  Among  other  names  on 
the  list  are  Dr.  Chas.  Hodge,  Bishops  McHvaine,  Cummins  and 
Simpson;  Drs.  Schaff,  Plummer,  Sears,  W.  R.  Williams,  R.  S. 
Storrs,  John  Hall,  Muhlenberg  and  Horace  Bushnell.  Presidents 
Mark  Hopkins,  Woolsey,  McCosh,  and  M.  B.  Anderson ;  Professors 
Quyot,  Phelps,  of  Andover ;  Geo.  P.  Fisher,  Alvah  Hovey,  Ac. 
Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher.  Subject :  "  War  and  its  Prevention." 
Hon.  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Evarts,  Prof.  Theo.  Dwight,  LL.D.,  Hon.  Peter 
Parker,  G.  H.  Stewart,  Ac. 

Among  foreign  "names  we  may  mention  Count  DeGasparin, 
of  Geneva;  Rev.  Mr.  Pressense,  of  France;  Dr.  Wichem,  Prof. 
Christlieb  Dorner,  of  Prussia ;  and  Drs.  Guthrie,  of  Scotland;  An- 
gus and  Stoughton,  of  London;  Koenig,  of  Hungary  and  Profes- 
sor Navilleof  Geneva.  We  have  prolonged  our  list  beyondwhat  we 
intended  but  a  host  are  yet  unnamed. 

If  it  be  possible  be  sure  and  spend  from  September  22d  till 
October  1st,  1870,  in  New  York  City  to  attend  this  wonderful  con- 
ference. The  breaking  out  of  war  in  Europe  is  not  to  occasion 
the  postponement  of  the  conference. 


<ffttg    gRijSjSUmjf. 

Open  Air  Services.  In  common  with  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  other  organizations,  the  City  Mission,  is 
holding  open  air  services  at  various  points  in  this  city  with  a  good 
degree  of  interest  and  attention.  The  city  missionaries  take  their 
stands  in  destitute  neighborhoods,  in  the  vicinity  of  mission  chapels, 
and  with  good  singing,  soon  attract  a  congregation,  who  patiently 
stand,  and  respectfully  listen  to  the  simple  preaching  of  the  gospel. 
And  there  is  pleasing  evidence  that  their  labors  have  been  effect- 
ual in  arresting  many  wanderers,  and  neglecters  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  some  have  joined  the  regular  congregations  in  the  mission 
chapels. 


§unwinm  jSunflng  jfrhool  3taiou. 

Tlie  Forty-sixth  Anniversary  was  held  in  the  Academy 
of  Music,  Philadelphia,  May  24, 1870.  Four  thousand  persons  are 
supposed  to  have  been  present.  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  presided  and  delivered  an  address. 

The  Missionary  department  has  received  during  the  year  $  118, 
763 :  during  the  previous  year  the  receipts  were  $98375. 

The  number  of  missionaries 64 

New  schools  organized... t. .  1,285 

Teachers  engaged  in  these 7,909 

Scholars  gathered 65,163. 

Schools  visited  and  aided 4,250 

These  contain  teachers 82,497 

-        "         scholars 273,348 

Families  visited 31,638 

Bibles  and  Testaments  distributed 14,592 

The  Annual  Report  Btates  that  contributions  from  New  England 
have  amounted  during  the  year  to  $26,000.  One  church,  which 
for  years  gave  less  than  $100  a  year,  now  gives  $3,000  for  the  sup- 
port of  four  missionaries.  In  New  York,  the  Presbyterian  church 
on  the  Fifth  Avenue  (Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  pastor)  gave  more 
than  $8,000  in  1869 ;  the  largest  annual  contribution  ever  received 
from  one  church. 

A  pastor,  now  connected  with  home  missionary  work  in  Michi- 
gan, says,  "The  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  peculiar 
advantages  for  missionary  work  on  the  frontier.  It  prepares  the 
way  for  churches,  which  often  spring  from  your  Sunday-schools." 
Mr.  Corey  says,  "  Whenever  we  plant  a  Sunday-school  we  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  church ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  church 
in  the  West  that  did  not  so  originate." 

Erart  gotittltti. 

Tlie  Chinese  on  tlie  Pacific.  Rev.  F.E.  Shearer,  District 
Secretary  of  the  Pacific  Agency  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
thus  refers  to  a  recent  evening's  experience  in  Placervillo  Califor- 
nia. 

"This  evening  I  accompanied  Chen  Chong,  our  Colporteur, 
through  a  part  of  the  Chinese  quarter,  and  he  acted  as  my  inter- 
preter for  a  time.  He  then  led  me  to  a  Chinaman  who  has  been  in 
this  country  eight  years,  who  speaks  English  quite  fluently.  He 
is  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  learned  to  make  "  Stage  boots  "  in 
four  days.  He  has  adopted  American  habits  of  dress,  and  has  ceased 
to  visit  the  heathen  temples.  Chen  Chong  found  him  a  few  months 
ago,  and  gave  him  the  New  Testament,  and  has  seen  him  repeat- 
edly since.  He  now  expresses  a  desire  to  become  a  Christian.  He 
was  very  thankful  for  my  visit  to  him,  and  hopes  that  Chen  Chong 
can  often  give  him  the  instruction  that  he  needs. 

'•  I  have  had  a  delightful  season  because  I  have  seen  the  evi- 
dence of  the  power  of  the  Gospel  over  the  heart  and  life  of  the  he* 
then. 

"  Chen  Chong  labors  earnestly  among  the  Chinese  in  the  mines, 
distributing  every  where  -the  Gospel  and  its  saving  truths.  He 
enters  the  stores  and  shops  of  his  countrymen,  and  joins  their 
groups  and  talks  with  them  by  the  hours.  He  is  persecuted  by 
many  of  his  countrymen,  but  he  bears  it  all  patiently,  endeavoring 
to  exhibit  the  spirit  of  love  which  he  has  found  in  Christ" 

The  Training  Home  for  Christian  women,  (816  3d  Avenue 
New  York,)  to  which  we  called  attention  some  time  ago,  gives  in- 
struction in  various  departments  of  Christian  work,  to  those  under 
its  roof.  They  are  able  to  offer  to  nurses,  training  in  the  lecture 
room,  infirmary  and  dispensary  of  the  medical  college ;  and  to 
other  workers,  experience  in  the  Industrial  School  and  Children's 
Aid  Society.  This  practical  schooling  is  accompanied  by  the  daily 
study  of  the  Bible,  and  aided  by  lectures  on  missions  and  various 
branches  of  Christian  work.  No  person  is  received  for  a  less  term 
than  one  year.  All  applicants  who  are  able  are  expected  to  pay 
the  cost  of  their  board.  The  Home,  under  the  presidency  of  Mra. 
J.  L.  Graham,  is  watched  over  and  cared  for  by  a  very  competent 
committee  of  Christian  ladies,  while  among  the  Advisory  com- 
mittee are  the  names  of  many  of  the  leading  pastors  of  our  city. 
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Itlirfoio. 

Cltristian  "Heroism.  Jt  is  nearly  two  generations  since  a 
boat's  crew  left  their  ship  to  reach  the  Hervey  Islands.  One  of  the 
passengers  upon  that  boat  desired  to  land,  but  the  boat's  crew 
feared  to  do  so,  as  the  cannibals  were  gathered  together  on  the 
shore ;  but  holding  tip  the  Bible  in  his  hand,  he  said,  "  Live  or  die> 
pat  me  ashore."  They  would  not  go  near  the  land;  he  plunged 
into  the  surf  and  held  high  the  book.  He  reached  the  land.  The 
cannibals  did  not  kill  him,  but  he  won  their  favor  and  lived  among 
them,  and  for  aught  I  know  he  died  among  them.  Thirty  years 
afterward  another  ship  reached  the  same  Hervey  Islands,  bringing 
literally  a  cargo  of  Bibles.  They  were  all  wanted,  and  Were  taken 
with  the  greatest  eagerness  and  paid  for  by  these  people.  This 
was  the  result  of  the  labors  of  that  heroic  young  man,  who  said, 
"  live  or  die,  put  me  ashore."  I  was  preaching  to  my  people 
some  time  ago  on  behalf  of  the  Bible  Society ;  I  mentioned  this 
circumstance  in  illustration  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  so  long,  after 
all  between  the  sowing  and  the  reaping.  When  I  came  down  from 
the  pulpit  and  was  standing  in  the  middle  isle,  there  came  up  to 
me  a  tall,  manly  looking  gentleman,  a  man  that  looked  as  if  he 
might  be  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  Vikings,  and  said,  "  Tou 
will  excuse  me  for  coming  up  to  speak  to  you  and  introducing 
myBelf ;  I  am  Captain  "  so  and  so — I  need  not  give  you  his  name — 
"  I  am  in  command  of  her  Majesty's  frigate  "  so  and  so,  "  and  I 
take  the  liberty  of  coming  to  speak  to  you  in  reference  to  what  you 
said  about  these  Islands.  I  was  there  with  my  ship ;  I  saw  these 
people,  and  I  saw  the  circulation  of  the  Bible  among  them,  and  I 
never  saw  such  Christianity  in  all  my  life  as  among  the  people  of 
these  islands."  Said  he,  "  They  reminded  me  of  those  people  of 
whom  you  read  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles." — Extract  from  a 
speech  of  Dr.  John  HaU 


The  Word  of  God  the  Bond  of.  Union.  The  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury,  speaking  at  the  late  annual  meeting  of  the  Lon- 
don Y.  M.  C.  Association  said :  "  I  am  glad  to  see  so  many  young 
men  assembled  in  this  hall  determined  to  maintain  the 
paramount  authority  of  God's  Word,  determined  to  regard 
it  as  the  sole  rule  of  life,  the  sole  ground  of  faith,  and  the 
source  of  all  religious  knowledge.  Stand  fast  by  the  Word  of 
God.  Give  up  all  Catechisms,  and  all  Church  Establishments  if 
such  a  necessity  is  imposed.  Talk  of  a  religious  difficulty  indeed ; 
He  and  Mr.  Morely  had  worked  together  for  many  years,  and  they 
had  never  known  anything  about  religious  difficulties.  But  if 
daring  their  consultations,  he  (the  noble  lord)  were  to  whisper 
anything  about  Catechisms  or  Establishments,  there  would  be  fire 
and  fury  on  both  sides.  Be  prepared  to  surrender  everything  but 
the  Word  of  God.  Let  that  be  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  your 
whole  existence,  the  whole  bent  of  your  operations,  the  great  bur- 
den of  your  prayers,  and  God  will  prosper  your  labors  in  extending 
these  institutions  over  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  civilized 
world." 


"  Most  of  the  unhappiness  and  what  is  called  bad  (baa)  in  this 
world,  is  the  result  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  men  to  know  their 
own  aim,  and  when  they  do  know  it,  to  strive  for  it  earnestly." — 
Qathe. 


WHBN  THOTT  EAST  SHUT  THY  DOOR — PRAY. 

Lord,  I  have  drat  my  door. 

Bren  on  all  tile  beauty  of  Thine  earth, 
To  1U  bine  celling,  from  Its  emerald  floor, 

Filled  with  spring's  bloom  and  mirth. 
From  these  Thy  works  1  tnm.  Thyself  I  seek, 

To  Thee  I  speak. 
Lord  I  have  shnt  my  door. 

Come  Thon  and  visit  me,  I  am  alone. 
Come  as,  when  doors  were  shnt,  Thon  cam*st  of  yore, 

Andvlalted'st  Thine  own. 
My  Lord,  I  kneel  with  reverent  loTe  and  fear. 

For  Thon  art  hen. 

*Ubt  B.  Ann-sox. 


THE   MONTH. 

AT  HOME. 

TJte  Forty-First  Congress  adjourned  tine  die  on  the 
15th  of  July.  A  glance  at  some  of  the  principal  measures  passed 
will  show  that  notwithstanding  the  remarkable  amount  of  rid  cu- 
lous  and  often  shameful  oratorical  display  in  either  house,  some 
important  legislation  was  accomplished. 

In  the  first  place  the  internal  taxation  of  the  country  has  been  re- 
duced by  the  large  sum  of  $00,000,000  annually,  and  by  the  revi- 
sion of  tho  tariff  laws  there  is  a  further  reduction  of  $ 30,000,000 
The  tariff  on  tea,  coffee  and  sugar  has  been  reduced  fifty  per  cent. 
which  lessens  at  once  the  daily  household  expenses  of  the  people. 

When  Congress  met  in  December  the  States  of  Virginia,  Missis- 
sippi, Texas,  and  Georgia  were  still  held  under  military  rule.  All 
have  since  been  admitted  to  representation,  and  reclothed  with  all 
the  powers  of  States  in  the  Union. 

The  new  currency  bill  is  intended  to  grant  increased  banking 
facilities  in  the  West  and  South,  by  which  it  is  expected  business 
will  be  stimulated. 

The  half  dozen  law  bureaus  heretofore  connected  with  the  differ- 
ent departments,  have  been  welded  together  into  a  Department  of 
Justice,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  Attorney-General.  Greater 
efficiency  and  economy  in  the  management  of  the  law  business  of 
the  Government,  will,  it  is  thought,  be  secured  in  this  way. 

Large  appropriations  were  made  for  the  Indians.  The  amount 
appropriated  for  the  Government  expense  for  the  ensuing  year  is 
$157,851,181  against  $188,834,005  asked  for.  The  army  has  been 
reduced  to  80,000  men. 

$50,000  was  voted  for  a  North  Pole  Expedition  to  bo  under  Cap- 
tain Hall's  command,  and  also  two  vessels  for  his  use.  A  Swed- 
ish expedition  on  the  fame  errand  has  not  been  heard  from  for  a 
year. 

Among  the  measures  which  failed  to  pass  were  bills  to  abolish 
polygamy  in  Utah,  to  establish  a  national  postal  telegraph  system, 
to  abolish  the  franking  privilege,  to  create  new  territories,  to  recog- 
nize Cuban  belligerency,  Mr.  Jenckes'  civil  service  bill  and  numer- 
ous other  measures. 

At  the  last  moment  of  the  session  Congress  refused  to  pass  a 
bill  which  the  President  recommended  and  which  provided  that 
foreign  ships  could  be  bought  by  American  merchants  and  placed 
under  oar  flag.  If  the  European  war  continues  any  length  of  time 
we  might  by  such  a  provision  have  reaped  great  advantages,  for 
wo  could  have  largely  increased  our  present  limited  carrying  trade. 
The  boasted  "  American  Commercial  Marine  "is  now  a  thing  of 
the  past. 

The  Usual  College  Commencements  have  been  follow- 
ing each  other  in  rapid  succession.  The  really  great  value  of  such 
occasions  appears  to  be  the  opportunity  afforded  to  take  steps  for 
increasing  endowments  and  funds.  During  the  past  few  weeks 
thousands  of  dollars  have  been  subscribed  for  many  of  the  educa- 
tional institutions  of  tho  country  which  would  hardly  have  been 
forthcoming  but  for  these  time  honored  commencements  when  the 
cause  of  Alma  Mater  is  pressed  home  with  force  and  good  results. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Yale,  a  colored  applicant  has 
been  admitted  to  its  "  curriculum  "  this  year.  He  is  represented  as 
a  youth  of  fair  promise. 

The  Recall  of  Mr.  Motley,  our  Minister  to  England  is  said 
to  be  owing  to  his  difference  with  the  Administration  in  regard  to 
pressing  the  Alabama  claims.  His  successor,  is  Mr.  Frelinghuysen, 
of  New  Jersey. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect  in  Central  Park  a  statue  of  Prof. 
Morse  the  inventor  of  the  telegraph,  and  one  of  Harvey,  the  discov- 
erer of  the  blood's  circulation. 

Several  citizens  of  Newton,  Mass.,  have  recently  erected  a 
Library  building,  and  presented  it  to  the  town  for  a  Free  public 
Library. 
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ABROAD. 

The  War  in  Europe.  Had  it  been  predicted  in  oar  last 
issue  that  before  another  month  rolled  round  two  of  the  leading 
nations  of  Europe  would  be  engaged  in  fierce  conflict,  few  would 
have  credited  the  prophecy.  But  the  event  has  come  to  pass — 
France  and  Prussia  are  at  war.  If  the  boasted  theory  of  continental 
politics,  that  the  surest  guarantee  of  peace  is  a  standing  army  al- 
ways prepared  for  war,  holds  good  in  general,  it  is  equally  true 
that  on  account  of  their  consciousness  of  strength  and  ability  to  put 
it  to  instant  use,  peace  loses  half  its  sacredness  with  governments 
and  the  pretexts  for  its  rupture  are  far  more  liable  to  be  trivial 
and  insufficient.  Never  was  this  so  evident  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance. Nearly  all  mankind  declares  that  the  pretext  for  this 
sudden  rush  to  arms  is  too  trifling  for  sober  consideration.  But 
the  Emperor  was  prepared  for  war.  The 
present  prestige  of  Prussia,  in  Europe  was 
offensive  to  him.  He  desired  to  win  back  if 
possible  territory  lost  by  France  half  a  cen- 
tury ago.  And  so  the  immense  armiesof 
the  empire  so  far  from  being  a  guarantee  of 
peace  have  became  the  occasion  of  war. 

But  even  the  ostensible  cause  given  by 
France  is  indefensible.  She  declares  war  on 
the  ground  of  an  alleged  insult  offered  to 
her  minister,  by  the  King  of  Prussia ;  alleged 
we  say  because  the  King's  act  was  simply  a 
proper  assertion  of  the  royal  dignity.  It 
was  he  who  was  insulted.    The  fact  that 
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Prussia  declined  to  guarantee  that  no  German  Prince  should  act 
cept  the  Spanish  Crown  is  of  no  consequence  to  France  whatsoever, 
yet  it  is  made  an  excuse  for  war. 

As  to  the  extent  or  results  of  the  hostilities  between  these  two 
sovereigns  nothing  can  be  foretold.  Both  rulers  seem  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  enthusiasm  of  their  people.  But  much  of  this  is 
manufactured  and  the  intelligent  patriotic  men  of  both  countries 
know  that  the  people  willj)e  the  sufferers  and  losers  in  the  conflict 
just  so  far  as  the  aims  of  their  despotic  rulers  are  accomplished. 
It  is  a  comforting  reflection  that  recent  European  wars  have  been 
very  short :  let  us  hope  that  a  single  brief  campaign  may  by  the 
aid  of  the  railroad  and  telegraph  terminate  very  soon  this  unnec- 
cessary,  foolish,  unprincipled  and  cruel  war.  Another  circumstance 
favorable  to  the  speedy  termination  of  the  struggle  is  the  feeble 
health  of  the  French  Emperor.  The  Italian 
war4t  is  said,  was  ended  so  soon  because  the 
nerves  of  Napoleon  HI  were  unequal  to  the 
strain  then  put  upon  them.  The  strain  will 
be  severer  now.  Very  shortly  too,  we  believe 
that  the  cry  of  the  people  for  peace  will  be 
too  loud  to  disregarded. 

Forty  thousand  people  assembled 
on  the  field  of  Solferino  on  the  24th  of  June, 
the  anniversary  of  the  battle,  to  witness  the 
ceremony  of  dedicating  a  monument  to 
the  memory  of  the  soldiers  who  fell  there 

A  Member  of  our  fallen  race  has  been 
voted  infallible  at  Borne.  Pope  Pius  owes 
this  distinction  to  the  vote  at  Borne  of  six 
hundred  fallible  men. 
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ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  EOCKPORT,  MASS. 


The  building  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Association  in 
Rock  port,  Mass.,  was  erected  in  1855  by  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Society  of  that  town,  but  was  owned  principally  by  cer- 
tain stockholders,  members  of  the  society,  and  was  used  for  a 
number  of  years  as  a  place  of  worship.  Mr.  C.  T.  York,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Rockport  Association  writes :  "  It  was  bought  by  the 
Association  March  31,  1870,  for  the  sum  of  $2,500.  The  pur- 
chase seemed  at  first  to  be  an  undertaking  much  beyond  our 
power  to  accomplish.    We  were  few  in  numbers  and  our  treas- 


ury needed  much  replenishing,  but  after  seeking  God's  blessing 
on  our  labors  we  went  to  work,  and  in  a  short  time  raised 
$1,250  by  subscription.  Three  of  our  members  were  chosen  as 
trustees  to  make  such  _  arrangements  as  would  be  necessary  to 
obtain  the  building.  They  paid  the  above  amount  and  gave 
security  for  the  remaining  $1,250.  This  debt  we  hope  to  liqui- 
date in  a  short  time,  having  made  arrangements  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

ConchMat  on  page  887. 
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THE  FORM  BUT  NOT  THE  POWER. 

HENRY   n.    6TEBBIN8. 

Two  largo  and  opposite  classes  of  persons  arc  to  be  found  in 
almost  every  community. 

The.first  is  composed  of  those  popularly  called  moralist*.  These 
have  an  outward  form  or  semblance  of  godliness,  while  utterly 
devoid  of  any  indwelling  Christian  principle.  I  do  not  now  refer 
to  those  whose  godly  semblance  is  a  cloak  of  the  foulest  hypoc- 
risy, or  to  those  who  parade  a  single  virtue  before  the  world ; 
but  rather  to  those  whose  outward  lives  are  studiously  consist- 
ent. They  are  hardly  distinguishable  from  Christians  in  their 
external  relations — indeed  arc  often  mistaken  for  such.  They 
are  genial,  generous,  philanthropic  and  scrupulous  in  all  their 
dealings.  They  sympathize  with  whatever  is  calculated  to 
elevate  and  invigorate  the  moral  tone.  They  are  in  favor  of 
churches,  and  arc  regularly  in  their  pews.  A  bank  or  an  insur- 
ance company  seeking  for  a  president  would  be  glad  to  find 
such  an  one.  If  a  political  party  could  be  honest  and  incor- 
ruptible long  enough  to  make  a  worthy  nomination,  it  would 
be  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  one  of  these.  The  lawyer  who 
made  such  a  good  show  to  our  Saviour  of  his  conformity  to  the 
law  belonged  to  this  class.  Many  of  the  Pharisees  who  ad- 
hered to  ceremonial  rather  than  to  Christ,  would  be  included 
here.  They  may  be  eloquent  pleaders  for  morality,  but  you 
will  find  that  their  theories  are  superficial.  They  seem  to  get 
no  inside  view  of  sin. 

Now  strenuous  as  these  may  be  of  outward  moral  conformity, 
they  disclaim  and  deny  any  inward  spiritual  influence.  Conver- 
sion or  "  a  change  of  heart,"  that  penetrates  the  being  and  puri- 
fies the  soul,  everything,  in  short,  relating  to  Christian  experience 
is  strange  to  them.  If  the  matter  is  pressed  upon  them,  they  won- 
der, with  Nicodemus,  how  these  things  can  be.  Bo  far  as  they 
have  any  formal  belief  it  is  that  of  a  moral  development,  unaided 
by  any  foreign  agency,  partaking  of  no  spiritual  character.  So 
they  deny  the  fact  of  a  distinctively  Christian  life.  Or  they  com- 
pare themselves  with  others  who  profess  the  highest  spiritual 
life,  and  they  seem  to  have  grasped  the  substance  of  the  whole 
matter.  The  superiority  of  Christians  they  do  not  acknowledge. 
The  dishonesties  and  manifold  irregularities  of  such  they  cherish 
as  so  many  proofs  against  the  validity  of  their  profession.  They 
seem  to  gain  worldly  ends  as  successfully  as  do  others,  and  the 
qualities  required  here  appear  to  them  available  and  sufficient 
for  the  world  to  come.  And  so  they  deny  the  need  of  any  such 
power  as  is  claimed.    They  have  the  form  but  not  the  power. 

The  second  class  consists  of  those  known  as  inconsistent  Chris- 
tians. They  have  a  form  of  sound  words,  while  outwardly,  in 
practical  life,  they  manifest  no  power  of  holy  principle.  They 
may  abound  in  formal  observance,  they  "are  statedly  at  the  com- 
munion table,  and  would  by  no  means  relinquish  their  Chris- 
tian profession,  but  their  lives  are  vapid. 

We  are  often  grieved  by  the  sudden  defection  of  those  who  have 
stood  high  in  sacred  influence ;  but  sadder  still  is  that  specta- 
cle of  average  inconsistency  so  prevalent.  Look  through  our 
churches.  Their  nominal  membership  does  not  represent  their 
efficient  force.  A  Christian,  we  blush  to  write  it,  does  not 
necessarily  mean  a  good  man.  Many  zealous  sectarians  are  a 
reproach  to  the  cause  they  profess  to  serve.  An  instance  came 
to  our  knowledge  of  a  man  who  professed  to  believe  most  in- 
tensely and  who  advocated  most  earnestly,  the  doctrine  of 
"  perseverance,"  but  who  was  at  the  same  time  living  in  the 
grossest  immorality.  Many  understand  the  science  of  music 
who  cannot  sing ;  so  there  are  many  who  have  a  form  of  godly 
belief  but  there  is  no  corresponding  expression.  A  physician 
may  prescribe  to  others  for  a  disease  of  which  he  himself  is 
dying,  so  one  may  have  a  standard  of  judgment,  a  system  of 


theology  upon  which  he  rigidly  insists,  and  which  he  may  ex- 
hort others  to  follow,  while  he  is  ruining  his  own  soul  by  some 
sinful  indulgence.  Indeed,  there  are  persons  who,  in  order  to 
reconcile  the  conflict  between  profession  and  practice,  boldly 
lay  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  a  man  may  be  truly  pious  and 
yet  dishonest  or  impure ;  that  godliness  and  morality  are  not 
indissoluble  and  the  demand  is  raised  for  their  lawful  divorce 

Both  the  classes  here  indicated  reveal  a  partialism.  Both  have 
a  form  of  godliness ;  the  one  in  conduct  the  other  in  creed.  Both 
deny  the  power  of  godliness,  the  one  in  creed,  the  other  in  con- 
duct. The  one  has  (seemingly)  the  fruit  without  the  root ;  the 
other  (professedly)  the  root  without  the  fruit.  Their  partial 
phases  need  to  be  combined.  You  may  have  built  up  a  character 
vigorous  and  attractive  in  its  exterior,  but  your  life  is  Christless. 
Living  without  God  you  are  without  hope.  Your  works  may 
pass  current  before  men  but  nothing  with  God.  You  have  a  meas- 
ure of  sincerity,  but  your  sincerity  will  not  justify  you.  Look 
within  yourself  with  unsparing  scrutiny.  Test  your  motives 
and  you  will  discover  that  they  are  utterly  selfish.  Though 
you  bestow  all  your  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  even  though 
you  give  your  body  to  be  burned  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  if 
there  be  not  in  you  the  principle  of  godliness  all  that  you  do  and 
endure  will  profit  you  nothing.  You  must  be  not  only  a  moral 
but  a  religious  man. 

You  point  as  one  did  the  other  day  to  the  treachery  of 
church  members.  You  do  not  care  to  belong  to  a  church  so 
long  as  such  persons  are  tolerated.  It  is  a  discouraging  but 
not  a  justifying  circumstance.  If  deserters  multiply  then-all  the 
more  need  of  brave  defenders  of  the  truth.  You  see  with  dis- 
gust the  same  weak  principle  adopted  in  politics.  Citizens 
become  indignant  at  party  machinations  and  stand  aloof  when 
this  is  the  time  of  all  others  that  demands  the  ballot  of  every 
right  minded  man.  How  many  are  to-day  standing  outside 
the  church,  who,  were  they  to  come  forward  in  a  manly,  Chris- 
tian spirit,  and  faithfully  uphold  the  standard  of  the  cross, 
would  do  more  for  the  church  than  a  year's  preaching. 

Do  not  be  satisfied  with  a  mere  moral  exterior.  Let  the  king- 
dom of  God  come  within  you.  Lay  the  foundation  of  your 
character  with  Jesus  Christ  as  the  chief  corner  stone,  and  so 
let  the  power  be  manifest. 

And  let  the  Christian  whose  life  is  marred  and  mangled  by 
his  inconsistency  realize  that  he  is  dishonoring  God,  injuring 
his  fellow  men,  and  imperiling  his  own  soul.  Bring  forth 
fruits  meet  for  repentance.  It  is  a  Christian  character  after  all 
that  tells.  All  the  creeds  in  Christendom  will  not  save  you 
unless  you  aim  at  a  consistent  life. 

The  twofold  vital  need  of  this  day  is  intense  conviction  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  In  Jesus,  and  godly  life.  Our  ecclesiastical  stand- 
ards, we  are  firmly  persuaded  will  answer. 

Just  now  two  great  evangelical  bodies  have  been  reunited  on 
the  platform  of  a  common  creed.  There  is  still  needed  a 
thoroughly  united  spirit  of  godliness. 

Let  the  ranks  that  have  been  so  long  broken  and  decimated 
by  apostasy  be  restored  and  present  a  bold  front  of  unswerving 
loyalty  to  Christ  There  will  then  be  a  combination  and  recog- 
nition of  the  form  and  the  power  and  a  better  day  will  dawn 
upon  the  church  of  God.  May  God  work  in  us  both  to  will  and 
to  do. 


A  Good  Motto.  Among  the  many  excellent  mottoes  adopt- 
ed as  watchwords  by  the  various  Associations  our  attention  has 
been  specially  called  to  the  one  in  use  by  the  brethren  in  Wor- 
cester, Mass.  They  have  ccrtaiuly  been  very  happy  in  the 
choice  of  a  sentiment  appropriate  for  all  Christian  workers. 
Whatsoever  He  taith  unto  you,  do  it." 
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THE  CHRISTIAN  LAWYER. 

H.   A.   KELSON,  D.  D. 

A  gifted  and  well-educated  lawyer,  who  died  in  Cincinnati, 
soon  after  entering  upon  a  promising  professional  career,  wrote 
to  a  friend,  "  There  is  far  more  of  honesty  and  principle  in  the 
profession  than  I  had  been  taught  to  believe.  At  any  rate,  the 
Bar  of  Cincinnati  must,  I  think,  be  freed  from  the  odium  and 
reproach  which  are  cast  upon  the  legal  profession  in  most 
places.  There  is  here  a  very  strong  disposition  to  frown  down 
every  dishonorable  attempt  to  frustrate  the  merits  of  a  good 
cause,  and  defeat  the  ends  of  justice.  It  finds  no  support  or 
sympathy,  either  among  the  members  of  the  bar,  in  the  court, 
or  with  the  jury.  I  am  much  rejoiced  to  find  this  state  of 
things;  and  if  ever  I  shall  have  any  influence  as  a  professional 
man,  that  influence  shall  be  levelled  against  any  and  all  attempt 
to  pervert  the  power  of  the  law,  and  defeat  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice." 

Considerable  acquaintance  with  lawyers  in  a  number  of 
places,  has  convinced  me  that,  if  the  Cincinnati  bar  is  eminent 
it  is  not  peculiar,  in  these  respects.  While  doubtless  there  are 
lawyers  everywhere  who  pervert  the  opportunities  and  powers 
of  the  profession  to  selfish  and  base  ends,  such  a  course  is  ab- 
horred by  the  really  worthy  members  of  the  profession. 

There  is  great  injustice  generally  in  sweeping  denunciations 
of  whole  classes  of  men.  As  a  member  of  another  profession,  I 
protest  against  all  intimations  that  any  habitual  dereliction  of 
moral  principle  is  necessary  to  true  success,  or  consistent  with 
the  highest  distinction  in  the  practice  of  law. 

One  of  the  most  eminent  teachers  of  lawyers  in  our  age,  has 
expressed  the  opinion  that "  the  Bar  of  the  future  is  to  achieve 
its  success"  in  dealing  with  a  class  of  questions  which  lie 
where  "  the  boundaries  of  the  law  touch  closely  upon  the  do- 
main of  morals  and  conscience  " — "  the  great  judiciary  questions 
growing  out  of  an  ever  advancing  society,  and  an  ever  ripening 
civilization.". 

I  believe  this  to  be  an  intelligent  estimate  of  the  opportuni- 
ties of  the  legal  profession.  I  cannot  think  it  wise  to  dissuade 
a  young  man  from  entering  it  because  it  will  be  difficult  to  with- 
stand its  temptations.  Let  no  Christian  enter  this  profession 
without  honest  and  prayerful  inquiry  resulting  in  the  convic- 
tion that  God  calls  him  thereto.  With  such  conviction  let  no 
one  doubt  God's  readiness  to  uphold  him  in  the  purpose  to  be 
a  thoroughly  Christian  lawyer.  Let  his  brethren  also  help  him 
with  believing  prayer  and  generous  expectation.  Let  every 
youth  who  enters  this  profession  see  that  public  opinion  de- 
mands as  strict  integrity  in  this  as  in  any  other — demands  it, 
and  will  reward  it  with  due  honor  and  confidence. 

May  I  venture  a  word  of  brotherly  advice  to  young  men 
looking  forward  to  the  profession  of  law  for  their  life-work  ? 

1.  "I  charge  you,  fling  away  ambition."  Do  not  value  your 
profession  as  a  stepping-stone  to  political  positions.  See  in  it 
nobler  capabilities.  Love  its  appropriate  studies.  Value  its 
opportunities  of  usefulness.  Resolve,  trusting  in  God,  that  the 
community  in  which  you  live  shall  be  better  because  you  are  a 
lawyer. 

2.  Do  not  be  the  patron  of  knaves.  If  any  erring  man  or 
woman — even  any  wretched  criminal — wants  honest  advice  and 
help  to  turn  away  from  crime  and  vice,  be  easily  accessible  to 
all  such,  and  patiently,  bravely  help  them.  But  help  man  or 
woman  to  go  on  prospering  in  knavery,  because  they  would 
"  retain"  you  with  splendid  fees — never!  never  ! 

8.  Tou  will  have  opportunities  of  dissuading  men  from  ex- 
pensive, profitless,  and  demoralizing  litigation.  These  ore 
precious  opportunities  to  win  the  Saviour's  benediction  upon 
the  "  peace-makers."    I  have  no  doubt  that  Christian  lawyers 


do  more  of  this  than  is  known  to  the  public  It  is  not  likely 
to  be  widely  known  among  men — but  "  your  Father  who  seeth 
in  secret,  knows,"  and  will  reward.    Trust  Him. 

4.  The  public  is  largely  dependent  upon  you  for  guidance  in 
all  that  legislation  and  administration  of  the  laws,  by  which 
temperance  and  charity,  and  the  Sabbath,  and  the  Bible,  and 
the  family  can  receive  the  best  protection.  Tour  wise  counsels 
must  preserve  us  from  rash  and  extravagant  attempts,  contrary 
to  sound  principles,  and  sure  of  ultimate  defeat.  Tour  sagacity 
and  courage  and  fidelity  must  largely  support,  if  not  lead  the 
steady  forward  movements  of  the  people  against  social  evils. 
The  Bar  and  the  pulpit  must  co-operate  in  all  such  endeavors, 
to  secure  their  highest  success. 

5.  No  men  can  be  more  helpful  to  pastors  than  you.  Culti- 
vate intimate  acquaintance  with  them.  Encourage  them  to 
talk  freely  with  you  about  the  plans  and  structure  of  their  ser- 
mons. Give  them  all  the  benefit  of  friendly  criticism.  Help 
them  in  the  prayer-meetings,  in  the  Sunday  school,  in  the  par- 
ish meetings  and  counsels.  Try  each  of  you  to  be  such  a  friend 
to  your  pastor  as  was  that  lawyer  to  Paul,  of  whom  he  wrote  so 
affectionately  to  Titus — "  Bring  Zenas  the  lawyer."  There  are 
lawyers  now,  in  many  churches,  whom  their  pastors  feel  that , 
they  could  not  tpare.    I  wish  there  were  more  such. 


WORK  FOR  CHRIST. 

W.  E.  HOOPBB. 

The  elementary  idea  of  the  Toung  Hen's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, the  very  corner  stone  on  which  it  is  founded  is  Work. 
We  band  ourselves  together  for  work  for  Christ.  It  is  because 
the  Association  opens  before  us  new  paths  of  useful  Christian 
labor  that  we  enter  its  fold.  No  man  ever  yet  succeeded  in 
secular  business  by  quietly  folding  his  arms  and  taking  no 
part  in  the  great  struggle  of  life.  And  no  Christian  has  any 
right  to  expect  to  win  souls  for  Christ  unless  he  works  fox 
them. 

The  Association  opens  so  many  fields  of  labor  in  prayer-meet- 
ing, in  Sabbath  school,  in  open  air  address,  in  mission 
school,  in  religious  literature,  in  visitations,  in  lecture  and 
concert,  that  the  work  is  always  ahead  of  the  worker.  Do 
what  we  will  for  Christ,  more  remains  to  be  done.  And  our 
Associations  bring  together  from  different  denominations 
Christians  of  kindred  sympathies  who  would  aid  others  and 
be  aided  themselves  in  the  divine  life ;  whose  activities  arc 
kindled  at  the  same  pure  source,  and  who  provoke  one  another 
to  love  and  good  wishes.  It  is  useless  to  found  on  Associa- 
tion, unless  its  founders  expect  from  their  united  efforts  greater 
results  than  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  without  them.  The 
Association  does  nothing  of  itself;  it  is  only  by  opening  new 
spheres  of  work  to  those  who  propose  to  occupy  them  that  they 
are  useful. 

One  of  the  first  forms  in  which  this  activity  develops  itself, 
Is  increased  prayer.  Our  daily  prayer  meetings  are  attended 
by  many  who  ask  for  prayers  for  themselves  and  for  others. 
Multitudes  of  them  who  feel  as  if  they  had  no  right  to  invade 
the  privacy  of  a  church  meeting  daily  come  to  the  Association 
rooms  for  counsel  and  guidance.  How  often  the  first  thought 
of  the  awakened  sinner  who  is  not  in  regular  attendance  on  the 
meetings  of  any  church,  the  first  impulse  of  the  stranger  within 
our  gates*  who  desires  to  begin  a  Christian  life  is,  to  come  for 
prayer  to  the  Associations  rooms.  In  behalf  of  these  just 
awakened  souls,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  continually  besiege  a 
throne  of  grace.  We  must  agonize  in  prayer ;  we  must  so  unite 
a  multitude  of  hearts  that  God  will  grant  a  favorable  answer. 
No  Christian  is  too  poor,  too  weak,  too  young,  too  old  to  have 
an  influence  with  God.     And  it  is  our  duty  to  centralize  theM 
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scattered  desires,  welling  up  from  a  thousand  different  hearts, 
and  to  unite  them  in  one  volume  of  effectual  prayer.  Every  one 
entering  our  Association  should  expect  to  add  to  its  power  in 
prayer. 

Work  in  these  Associations  makes  us  acquainted  with  work- 
ers of  other  denominations,  and  thus  enlarges  the  circle  of 
Christian  sympathies  and  affections.  Denominationalism  is  ex- 
cellent in  the  local  church,  injurious  when  unduly  applied  to 
the  church  as  a  whole.  Working  side  by  side  with  one  of 
kindred  wishes  and  desires,  our  work  increased  by  his  effort,  it 
is  impossible  not  to  recognize  the  Christian  element  in  him  as 
well  as  in  his  work.  No  working  member  of  the  Association 
refuses  to  love  the  image  of  Christ,  in  whomsoever  it  appears. 
To  love  Christ  includes  the  love  of  his  followers  of  every  name 
and  denomination  who  show  him  forth  by  their  works. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  worker  among  us  to.  build  up  the 
church  to  which  he  belongs  by  bringing  new  converts  into  it 
through  the  Associations!  machinery.  Every  soul  picked  up  in 
the  streets  and  led  to  Christ  should  also  be  led  to  the  church 
that  Christ  founded.  "  It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone  "  in 
the  family  or  in  the  church.  And  the  sooner  the  receut  con- 
vert, especially  if  not  the  child  of  an  early  Christian  home,  is 
surrounded  by  religious  influences,  conversation  and  occu- 
pation, the  better. 

But  the  work  of  our  Association  is  not  wholly  confined  to 
the  impenitent:  Christians  also  need  to  be  watched  and  guard 
cd,  and  kept  in  a  religious  frame.  Means  of  usefulness  should  be 
continually  set  before  them  whereby  their  love  to  Christ  may  be 
proved.  Individual  strength  is  the  great  need  of  the  church  of 
our  day,  and  development  should  be  the  law  of  its  growth. 
The  most  perfect  instrument  of  music  is  only  kept  in  harmony 
by  being  occasionally  tuned  and  keyed  up,  and  so  the  sweet 
music  of  a  Christian  life  is  only  produced  by  perfect  harmony 
between  himself  and  his  Saviour  on  the  one  hand,  between  him- 
self and  his  brethren  on  the  other.  A  religious  literature  must 
be  provided ;  a  place  of  prayer  for  more  serious  hours,  and  pure 
amusement  for  his  leisure  moments,  and  he  is  a  very  useful 
workman  in  Christ's  cause  who  draws  others  to  work :  who 
shows  them  how  and  where  to  labor,  sets  them  the  example, 
and  thus  doubles  his  own  usefulness.  In  a  complete  army 
soldiers  and  officers  are  both  necessary ;  but  the  general  who 
orders  is  more  useful  than  the  soldier  who  executes. 

Brethren  1  members  of  Christian  associations  throughout  the 
land,  let  us  work  while  the  day  lasts ;  for  the  Master  tells  us 
that  the  night  cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work. 


TRAINING  LAY  PREACHERS. 

GEORGE  F.  HATS. 

Fob  the  past  few  years  more  than  in  the  years  immediately 
preceding,  the  church  has  been  practically  recognizing  the  fact 
that  the  command  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature, 
was  given  to  the  whole  body  of  Christians.  The  inclination 
to  restrict  it  to  the  regular  ministry  is  disappearing.  Young 
men  and  older  men  are  doing  good  service  as  street  preachers. 
In  many  places  superintendents  and  others  are  feeding  God's 
lambs  by  preaching  at  the  children's  church,  and  by  giving  ob- 
ject lessons,  and  blackboard  instruction  to  large  audiences. 
But  while  many  of  these  are  working  acceptably  in  this  way, 
a  large  number  are  failing,  and  still  more  are  not  trying  at  all. 
Often  mere  amusement  and  noisy  froth  takes  the  place  of  the  pure 
gospel.  If  we  ask  a  reason  for  this  we  shall  find  that  many  lay 
preachers,  like  a  great  many  Sabbath  school  teachers  undertake 
to  extemporize  their  addresses.  They  would  be  indignant  if 
their  pastor,  who  has  spent  years  in  preparation  for  his  pro- 
fession, should  undertake  to  feed  them  from  the  pulpit  that 


which  cost  him  no  labor  to  prepare.  Yet  they  presume  that  the 
people,  will  be  interested  in  their  unarranged  exhortations. 
They  arrogate  to  themselves  rather  more  genius  for  extempore 
public  speaking  than  they  possess. 

One  of  the  most  effective  of  extemporaneous  speakers  when 
asked  what  was  the  first,  second  and  'third  thing  to  be  done 
to  secure  ability  to  speak  without  notes,  after  the  manner  of 
Demosthenes  replied, "  thorough  preparation."  There  is  no  secret 
in  this  matter  by  which  idlers  can  succeed.  No  man  is  fit  for 
the  work  of  preaching  Christ  who  has  so  little  conscience,  that 
he  will  rush  into  it  without  making  the  very  best  preparation 
he  can  under  the  circumstances.  The  advantage  of  training 
so  manifest  and  necessary  in  every  other  art,  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned in  this.  The  very  best  lay  preachers  would  find  themselves 
greatly  benefitted  by  such  training,  while  many  conscientious 
men  who  feel  that  they  would  like  to  do  this  kind  of  evangelis- 
tic work  for  Christ  and  who  are  deterred  from  it  by  the  sense 
of  their  ignorance  and  inexperience  would  be  added  to  the 
force  of  laborers  in  this  field. 

Is  then  such  training  of  lay  preachers  practicable,  and  if  so, 
how  is  to  be  done  ? 

Few  experiments  have  yet  been  made,  but  there  is  evidently 
a  general  belief  that  some  such  plan  is  entirely  feasible.  The 
last  State  Sunday  School  Convention  in  Pennsylvania  unani- 
mously adopted  a  resolution  suggesting  to  all  theological  sem- 
inaries the  propriety  of  organizing  a  Sunday  school  department 
in  their  course  of  study.  The  authorities  of  the  western  theo- 
logical seminary  at  Alleghany,  Pa.,  are  now  considering  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  special  professorship  of  practical 
theology  and  church  work,  having  particular  reference  to  train- 
ing pious  church  members  as  well  as  the  rising  ministry  in  the 
most  approved  methods  of  Sunday  school  instruction  and  home 
missionary  labor.  The  Lane  Theological  Seminary  near  Cin- 
cinnati, at  the  close  of  its  last  session  held  for  a  few  days  what 
they  called  a  Layman's  Institute,  to  which  the  professors  of  the 
Seminary  gave  their  best  efforts.  These  facts  indicate  the 
growing  sentiment  in  favor  of  training  laymen  for  the  work  of 
evangelization. 

The  education  of  women  also  for  this  work  as  Bible  readers, 
and  female  missionaries  is  demanded  With  a  little  tact  and 
experience  it  would  be  possible  to  organize  an  institution  or  to 
modify  existing  ones  so  as  to  accomplish  this  worthy  purpose. 

Suppose,  for  example,  Lane  Seminary  should  next  year  in- 
stead of  devoting  a  few  days  to  the  subject  arrange  for  a  month's 
course  of  lectures  by  the  professors,  their  aim  being  to  give 
to  those  in  attendance  such  of  their  lectures  on  theology  and 
church  and  Bible  History,  as  are  less  critical  and  more  didactic, 
together  with  whatever  teaching  in  elocution  the  Seminary 
affords.  To  this  might  well  be  added  instructions  on  sermon- 
izing and  experimental  religion,  with  a  good  list  of  the  best 
books  on  these  subjects  and  a  criticism  on  their  various  pe- 
culiarities. To  go  through  a  course  such  as  this  could  not 
fail  to  be  of  the  very  greatest  advantage  to  every  one  who  un- 
dertakes to  preach  the  gospel  to  his  fellow- men.  Such  a  course 
would  be-  within  the  reach  of  every  religious  teacher.  Indeed 
they  might  go  over  it  again  and  again  at  intervals  of  a  few 
years  with  great  profit.  The  lectures  should  be  sufficiently 
numerous  to  occupy  profitably  all  the  time  of  those  attending. 
It  is  true  that  now  any  person  can  go  to  the  seminaries  and  at- 
tend such  lectures  as  they  please  but  the  lectures  suitable 
for  such  persons  are  scattered  through  a  three  years'  course, 
and  the  time  would  not  be  half  occupied.  Let  there  be,  how- 
ever, some  five  lectures  per  day,  two  in  the  forenoon,  two  in 
the  afternoon,  and  one  at  night  and  these  all  selected  with  ref- 
erence to  this  particular  object,  and  then  the  intervals  would 
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only  furnish  sufficient  time  to  write  out  such  memoranda  as  it 
was  desirable  to  preserve.  Without  doubt  experience  would 
indicate  many  modifications  and  improvements  in  any  such 
plan,  just  as  experience  has  greatly  improved  sewing  machines 
and  common  schools.  The  experiment  should  certainly  be 
made  with  the  determination  to  vary  and  adapt  the  whole  to 
the  wants  of  those  in  attendance.  Such  a  training  would  un- 
doubtedly be  of  great  advantage  to  the  army  of  gospel  workers. 
Our  Sunday  school  teachers  and  superintendents  as  well  as  our 
lay  preachers  would  find  such  a  course  as  this  invaluable. 
Some  of  these  might  come  in  the  winter  when  farmers  and 
others  in  the  country  can  leave  home  without  inconvenience, 
and  others  in  summer  when  those  living  in  the  city  can  leave 
home.  Many  other  practical  arrangements  might  be  suggest- 
ed. Let  the  churches,  then,  in  their  organized  capacity  under- 
take the  work  and  they  will  put  such  honor  on  Sunday  school 
teaching  as  to  properly  encourage  thorough  preparation,  and 
such  approbation  on  lay  preaching  as  to  stimulate  every  one 
gifted  with  ability  to  go  to  work.  If  such  work  is  to  be  done 
at  all  the  obligation  is  momentous  and  solemn  to  provide  train- 
ing that  will  enable  us  to  do  it  in  the  most  efficient  manner. 

TRAINING  OF  LAY  HEADERS  IN  LONDON. 

Thb  training  of  lay  readers  for  their  important  and  necessary 
work  has  been  of  late  claiming  the  serious  attention  of  many 
thoughtful  Christians.  For  a  year  past  an  experiment  in  this 
direction  has  been  on  foot  in  London,  and  we  takethe  following 
paragraphs  descriptive  of  what  has  been  achieved  from  the 
columns  of  a  recent  number  of  the  Chrittian,  published  in  that 
city.    It  will  be  perused  with  interest  by  many  of  our  readers. 

"  The  first  annual  report  of  the  newest  organization  to  improve 
the  lay  preachers  of  the  metropolis  has  just  been  issued.  This  So- 
ciety is  called  the  Lay  Preachers'  Training  Association.  Its  hon- 
orary secretary  is  the  Rev.  Charles  Gilbert,  who  takes  the  liveliest 
interest  in  the  work,  and  who  has  gained  the  affections  of  those 
who  form  the  Association.  Its  committee  incl  ude  the  names  of  Mr. 
Robert  Baxter,  Admiral  Fishboome,  Dr.  J.  H.  Gladstone,  and  Capt. 
W.  B.  Smith. 

"  It  has  been  formed  with  a  view  to  promote  the  better  qualifica- 
tion of  the  lay  preachers  of  the  metropolis  for  their  work,  by  in- 
creasing their  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  public  speaking ;  but  more  especially  their  acquaintance 
with  the  evidences  of  revealed  religion,  ecclesiastical  history,  and 
the  great  subjects  of  Holy  Scripture.  It  is  conducted  on  entirely 
unsectarian  principles,  and  its  advantages  may  be  enjoyed  by  ail 
who  furnish  a  testimonial  of  Christian  character  and  capability  for 
the  work  from  a  reliable  source.  Its  motto  consists  of  Paul's  ex- 
hortation to  Timothy  (8  Tim.  ii.  2.)  "  The  things  that  thou  hast 
heard  of  me  among  many  witnesses,  the  same  commit  thou  to  faith- 
ful men,  who  shall  be  able  to  teach  others  also."  Its  meetings  are 
held  a'.  18  Buckingham  street,  Adelphi,  every  Tuesday  evening, 
from  September  to  June.  Its  lecturers  have  included  the  Rev. 
Drs.  Halley,  Brock,  and  Stoughton,  Professor  McAll,  Rev.  Geo. 
Rogers,  Rev.  M.  Rainsford,  Rev.  A.  J.  D'.  D'Oraey,  Mr.  &  A  Black- 
wood, and  others.  The  topics  have  been  varied  and  attractive  to 
Bible  students.  There  has  been  an  average  attendance  of  88  out 
of  a  total  of  122  members. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  new  movement  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  It  is  painful  to  listen  to  the  efforts  of  many  lay 
preachers.  Probably  they  have  been  converted  late  in  life,  or  their 
educational  advantages  have  been  few.  Earnestness  and  zeal  are 
not  the  only  qualifications  needed  in  evangelistic  work  There 
ought  not  only  to  be  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  but  abili- 
ty to  speak  grammatically.  In  listening  to  many  addresses  both  in 
doors  and  out,  we  have  wished  again  and  again  that  speakers  could 
learn  to  deal  correctly  with  the  letter  H.  Doubtless,  Mr.  D'Orsey's 
lectures  will  aid  all  who  attend  this  class  in  this  direction,  as  the 
lectures  of  others  will  give  clearer  and  fuller  knowledge  on  many 
Biblical  facte  and  doctrines." 


OUR  WORK  IN  CITY  EVANGELIZATION. 

THEODORE   W.  MORRIS. 

In  the  discussion,  at  the  late  convention  at  Indianapolis,  on 
the  topic  "What  branch  of  Association  work  has  afforded 
most  encouragement  during  the  year  ?"  Mr.  Geo.H.  Stuart  said : 
It  was  ingoing  into  the  highways  and  byways  of  Philadelphia, 
that  the  brethren  had  achieved  most "  It  was  also  stated  that 
Cottage  meetings  in  Des  Moines  had  been  greatly  blessed  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  These  two  announcements  throw  light  upon 
the  problem  of  our  Association  work. 

Open  air,  cottage,  neighborhood,  and  tenement  prayer-meet- 
ings and  house  to  house  visitation,  are  all  vital  agencies  in  the 
great  work  of  evangelization — the  work  with  which  our  Asso- 
ciations, as  well  as  our  churches  and  societies  are  charged.  Nor 
is  thb  work  limited  to  our  great  cities,  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Chicago,  and  the  like — but  where  there  is  a  sinner  to  be 
cared  for  in  every  town,  village  and  hamlet  in  the  land,  efforts 
of  this  kind  can  be  made  with  the  certainty  of  encouraging  re- 
sults. 

But  we  desire  to  call  special  attention  here  to  the  fact  that  in 
our  large  towns  where  the  city  mission  exists,  hearty,  earnest, 
and  systematic  co-operation  with  this  agency  is  very  desirable. 
Under  the  guidance  of  the  faithful  city  missionary,  our  young 
men  could  be  b'.  ought  into  communication  with  that  vast  multi- 
tude whose  whole  lives  are  spent  in  an  atmosphere  rank  with 
vice  and  crime,  and  who  yet  are  not  entirely  beyond  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Word  of  life. 

That  other  class  also  of  poor  unfortunates,  who  are  crowded 
into  reeking  tenements  with  the  vicious  and  depraved  and 
whose  lives  have  not  always  been  so  dismal,  might  be  reached 
in  this  way,  They  can  recall  happy  homes,  and  kind  friends, 
the  Sabbath  bell,  the  Sabbath  school  and  the  sanctuary,  and  not 
unfrequently  their  own  participation  in  the  blessed  commu- 
nion of  the  Christian  church.  A  kind  word  and  warm  grasp  of 
the  hand  will  often  touch  the  heart,  and  the  falling  tear  give 
evidence  of  gratitude  that  they  cannot  otherwise  express. 

Tenement  or  neighborhood  prayer-meetings,  therefore, 
should  be  taken  in  charge  by  our  young  men,  and  in  this 
branch  of  the  service  there  will  be  found  full  compensation  for 
every  sacrifice  made.  The  simple  service  of  these  meetings 
can  be  conducted  by  even  the  most  diffident,  provided  they 
carry  with  them  a  deep  and  earnest  love  for  the  Saviour  and 
His  work. 

"  House  to  house  visitation,"  an  essential  part  of  tenement 
prayer  meetings  will  enlist  the  warm  sympathies  of  every 
Christian  laborer  and  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  and  the  dying 
grateful  hearts  will  bestow  their  benedictions  upon  the  tender 
ministrations  of  those  who  have  visited  and  succored  them  in 
the  Master's  name. 

If  our  Associations  will  more  universally  labor  in  this  grate- 
ful field  we  shall  be  able  to  present  an  array  of  blessed  results 
at  the  next  convention  that  would  cheer  the  heart  of  every  one 
interested  in  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  our  land. 

While  we  pray  "  Thy  kingdom  come,"  we  have  these  other 
words  from  our  Saviour's  lips  "  Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on 
the  fields,  for  they  are  white  already  to  the  harvest,  and  he  that 
reapeth  receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal, 
that  both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that  reapeth  may  rejoice  to- 
gether." 

Gnwunra  Love.  We  must  imitate  God  in  love,  to  love  ever  and 
chiefly  in  adversity  ;  for  either  love  then  or  not  at  all.  Be  not  as 
the  shadow  which  sheweth  itself  only  in  sunshine ;  nor  as  the 
swallow  which  chatters  and  sings  over  the  chimney  in  warm  sum- 
mer,  but  cannot  be  seen  in  winter.  Friends  only  in  appearance 
shape  their  love  like  to  the  devil,  who  only  maketh  a  show  of  love 
to  man,  and  is  ever  sinister  in  his  intendment." — Richard  Ber- 
nard. ^--. 
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BUSINESS  MANAGEMENT  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

DEFECTS    AND    BEMEDIE8. 
VERKAHTT8   MOE8E. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  requires  officers  able 
to  devise,  and  no  less  able  to  execute.  It  is  more  exacting  than 
other  religious  societies  in  these  requirements,  because  the  com- 
plex character  of  its  work  increases  the  difficulties  of  its  manage- 
ment, and  the  chances  of  its  failure.  The  -work  of  other  societies  is 
single  and  well  defined ;  but,  while  the  object  of  the  Association  is 
always  the  same,  its  work  varies.  What  is  proper  for  one  Associ- 
ation may  not  be  necessary  or  even  suitable  for  another,  and  what 
is  needed  at  one  time  may  be  useless  at  another.  Consequently  no 
formula  can  be  provided  for  general  guidance.  Officers,  then,  are 
required,  who  are  capable  of  selecting  work  appropriate  to  their 
own  Associations. 

An  error  in  the  selection  of  its  work  may  destroy,  or  at  least, 
mar  the  usefulness  of  an  Association ;  and  selecting  it  merely  and 
only  because  it  has  proved  useful  in  other  localities,  is  little  better 
than  selecting  or  rather  adopting  it  at  random. 

But  plans  may  be  devised  judiciously,  and  yet  fail  in  execution. 
The  duties  of  the  directors  of  our  Associations  are  not  ended  when 
resolutions  have  been  passed  declaring  that  a  certain  work  is  ex- 
pedient. Probably  no  other  organisation  requires  so  much  intelli- 
gent viffiUnee  on  die  part  of  its  officers,  to  keep  it  in  healthy  activ- 
ity. For  the  work  is  not  performed  by  paid  agents.  There  are  no 
salaries  the  continuance  of  which  depends  on  success.  There  is 
nothing  but  the  work  itself  to  interest  or  stimulate  those  who  do 
it.  The  only  working  force  is  the  members,  who  receive  no  pay, 
and  over  whom  the  officers  have  no  direct  control.  Managers  need 
much  more  skill  and  ability  to  execute  plans  with  such  volunteers 
than  with  a  force  fully  under  their  control,  working,  reporting  and 
receiving  pay  regularly. 

But,  in  addition  to  ability,  knowledge  and  experience  are  needed. 
Sometimes  men  who  have  never  taken  any  part  in  the  work  of  an 
Association  aro  placed  in  its  board  of  directors  for  the  purpose  of 
interesting  them  in  its  welfare.  Their  ignorance  enables  them  to 
waste  much  time,  advocating  schemes  long  ago  trfed  and  discard- 
ed as  useless,  or  explaining  with  great  minuteness  of  detail,  plans 
which,  they  suppose  to  be  new,  but  which,  on  the  contrary,  have 
long  been  in  successful  operation. 

It  is  not  often  that  men  should  be  called  to  manage  tne  business 
of  any  Association  before  they  have  manifested  an  interest  in  it, 
by  engaging  in  its  work  ;  members  showing  a  willingness  to  work 
should  be  placed  on  committees  and  in  places  of  responsibility.  If 
they  prove  their  fitness,  they  may  be  placed  in  official  positions. 
Associations*  are  occasionally  organized  by  inexperienced  young 
men,  who  labor  under  the  impression  that  they  will  run  of  them- 
selves when  once  started,  and  so  they  do  run,  and  with  commend- 
able speed,  but  in  the  wrong  direction.    They  run  down. 

If  a  judicious  and  experienced  officer  from  an  old  Association 
could  meet  a  few  times  with  the  directors  of  a  young  Association,  it 
might  be  an  advantage  to  them. 

The  successful  management  of  an  Association  consumes  time — 
and  still  men  who  are  so  occupied  that  they  can  never  possibly  de- 
vote a  single  moment  to  its  affairs  are  persuaded  to  accept  of  its 
highest  offices ;  men  who  aro  thus  sought  are  usually  men  of  em- 
inence, men  who,  if  they  would  take  an  interest  in  its  work,  and 
could  devote  their  time  and  talents  to  its  success,  would  be  of  in- 
calculable use  to  it  But  they  are  not  expected  to  do  this.  It  is 
the  influence  of  their  names  that  is  desired. 

When  an  Association  publishes  the  names  of  its  officers,  it  cer- 
tainly assumes,  or  at  least  insinuates  that  these  officers  are  suffi- 
ciently interested  in  the  Association  to  know  something  of  its  con- 
dition, and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office.  If  the  Association 
merely  uses  them  as  stalking  horses,  to  enable  it  to  reach  purses 
that  otherwise  would  be  closed  against  it,  then  it  is  clearly  a  case 
of  false  pretense,  and  indicates  a  defect  in  morals  if  not  in  manage- 
ment. 


Clear  heads,  warm  hearts,  and  strong  arms  familiar  with  the 
work,  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  community,  having  time 
at  their  disposal  to  devote  to  the  interests  of  the  Association,  are 
worth  far  more  than  mere  disembodied  names  of  whatever  magni- 
tude. 

But  ability,  experience,  time,  eminence,  all  will  avail  little  with- 
out money,  and  unfortunately  the  difficulty  of  getting  it  compels 
the  business  of  many  Associations  to  be  almost  altogether  financial. 
Much  good  may  doubtless  be  done  without  money,  but  the  work 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  one  of  the  things  that 
can  not  be  done  without  it,  and  the  sooner  this  fact  is  understood 
the  better. 

Money  will  secure  books,  papers,  pictures,  music,  furniture,  fuel, 
and  lights,  rooms  pleasantly  located,  and  attendants  able  to  keep 
such  rooms  in  order,  and  make  visitors  feel  at  home  in  them ;  and 
all  these  are  needed  to  interest  and  instruct  young  men  who  have 
no  home  but  the  boarding  house. 

Still  many  Associations  for  want  of  funds,  occupy  dismal,  unin- 
viting rooms.  Other  Associations  contract  debts  which  they  are 
unable  to  pay  and  dishonesty  is  added  to  incompetency  in  the 
count  against  them. 

If  officers  are  obliged  to  spend  all  their  time  seeking  funds  to 
keep  their  Associations  in  existence,  its  specific  work  will  proba- 
bly be  neglected,  or  work  will  be  selected  more  with  reference  to 
the  state  of  the  treasury  than  the  true  purposes  of  the  Association. 
Much  of  the  inefficiency  of  some  of  our  Associations  might  be 
avoided  if  their  officers  would  make  a  careful  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  money  needed  for  the  year,  and  then  collect  it  at  once, 
and  thus  be  prepared  to  go  on  with  their  work.  The  habit  of  col- 
lecting money  in  driblets  all  through  the  year,  whenever  a  creditor 
becomes  too  impatient  to  wait  longer,  is  not  highly  esteemed  by 
those  who  do  business  with  the  Association. 

Annual  collections  in  the  churches  or  annual  subscriptions  by 
individuals  should  be  secured  if  possible.  Thus  subscriptions  need 
not  be  formal ;  an  understanding  that  the  call  will  be  repeated 
yearly  will  be  sufficient.  Indiscriminate  begging  should  be 
avoided,  it  is  not  very  reliable  as  a  source  of  income,  nor  very  con- 
ducive to  manliness. 

Associations  should  not  be  commenced  like  debating  clubs,  as 
temporary  arrangements,  but  they  should  be  organized  as  perma- 
nent institutions  growing  out  of  our  obligations  to  the  Master,  to 
the  church,  and  to  unconverted  young  men,  and  as  the  time  will 
not  soon  come  when  properly  managed  Associations  will  not  be 
needed,  it  should  be  the  aim  of  every  society  to  secure  a  house  of  its 
own  as  soon  as  possible.  Moving  about  from  one  tenement  house 
to  another  demoralizes  Associations  as  it  does  families.  It  is  not 
merely  a  place  for  official  business  that  is  needed,  but  pleasant  home- 
like rooms  where  young  men  may  spend  their  unoccupied  hours 
unreached  by  temptation.  It  is  more  economical  to  raise  money  to 
build,  than  to  collect,  in  small  sums  each  year,  for  current  ex- 
penses. The  Income  arising  from  the  members'  dues  and  the  rent 
of  the  lecture  hall  and  stores  or  offices/to  which  the  first  floor  may 
be  devoted,  will  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Association,  and  thus 
transfer  its  financial  management  to  a  business  basis. 

These  are  some  of  the  remedies  that  might  be  applied  with  ad- 
vantage to  the  business  management  of  Associations.  But  to 
know  them  is  not  enough.  The  servant  that  knew  his  Master's 
will  and  did  it  not,  was  considered  worthy  of  stripes — a  worthiness 
which  was  of  no  advantage  to  his  master  and  no  credit  to  himself. 


Seek  God's  Me  ahikg.— "  Home  life  is  very  trying.  But  it  is 
not  the  things  themselves  which  are  in  fault,  but  because  we  don't 
let  them  do  the  work  they  are  intended  for.  Cross  words  are 
meant  to  make  us  gentle,  and  delay  bath  patience,  and  care  teaches 
faith,  and  press  of  business  makes  us  look  out  for  minutes  to  give 
to  God,  and  disappointment  is  a  special  messenger  to  summon  our 
thoughts  to  heaven.  If  when  they  all  come,  we  would  seek  not 
to  run  away  from  them,  but  to  learn  God's  lesson  in  them,  we 
should  soon  leave  off  calling  them  trying."— Mm  Bewail. 
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LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 

By  Mas.  E.  Pbentiss. 

Author  of"  Fred,  Maria  and  Me,"  "  Stepping  Heavenward,"  &x.,  <te. 


Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1870,  by  the  Ex.  Con.  of  the 

T.  M.  C.  Assoclstlons  of  the  U.  S.  end  British  Provinces,  in  the  Clerk's 

OnVw  of  the  District  Court  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

CHAFTEB  IX. 
"  Is  that  all  yon  are  going  to  give  me  t    Why,  Maggie,  child,  I 
am  starving." 

"That  is  all  you'll  get  till  twelve,  no,  till  half-past  twelve," 
replied  Maggie  decidedly. 

"  At  this  rate  I  shall  never  leave  my  bed,"  said  Horace.  •*  How 
can  you  be  so  hard  upon  mo  t  " 

"  I  gave  yon  a  great  spoonful  more  than  the  doctor  said  I  might. 
Don't  be  unreasonable,  Horace,  dear.  You  do  not  realize  how  very, 
very  ill  you  have  been." 

"  You  have  misunderstood  the  doctor,  I  have  no  doubt  I  am  not 
gaining  in  the  least.  How  can  I,  fed  on  slops,  like  a  baby,  and  fed 
by  the  teaspoonful  at  thatt " 

Yes  this  was  the  end  of  all  her  tears  and  sleepless  nights ;  he 
-was  just  as  ungrateful,  and  just  as  unreasonable  as  a  sick  boy. 

"  I  would  like  some  water,  at  any  rate.  I  suppose  you  don't  be- 
grudge me  that.  Don't  look  like  an  injured  innocent,  for  pity's  sake." 
And  as  soon  as  she  had  given  him  the  water  and  taken  her  seat, 
lie  wanted  more  light  in  the  room,  and  when  she  rose,  wearily,  to 
let  in  more,  he  complained  that  her  shoes  creaked,  though  owing 
to  this  frequent  complaint,  she  wore  no  shoes  at  all.  And  then  he 
asked  if  it  was  not  nearly  twelve,  when  his  next  portion  of  beef- 
tea  was  due,  and  when  she  reminded  him  that  it  was  to  come  at 
half-past  twelve,  he  would  fain  have  disputed  with  her  on  that 
point,  only  she  would  not  keep  up  her  side  of  the  contest. 

The  truth  is  he  was  really  more  to  be  pitied  now  than  during 
the  days  when,  he  lay  between  life  and  death,  belonging  to  neither. 
And  fortunately  for  him,  though  Maggio  had  never  had  one  sick 
day,  she  had  seen  enough  of  illness  in  others,  to  know  how  to 
make  allowances  for  him.  What  pained  her  was  his  apparent 
want  of  love  for  her.  He  never  gave  her  a  smile,  or  apologized  for 
the  trouble  he  cost  her,  or  spoke  in  the  old  tender  way.  Once  this 
would  have  nearly  killed  her,  but  now  she  took  it  patiently,  bid- 
ing her  time,  in  full  faith  that  he  would  become  his  real  self  as 
soon  as  his  strength  returned.  Yes,  and  biding  her  time  in  a  new 
life  that  had  come  to  her  she  knew  not  how  or  when,  but  of  which 
she  was  distinctly  conscious.  It  will  be  remembered  that  imme- 
diately on  hearing  that  he  was  restored  to  her,  she  had  mentally 
declared  that  she  would' consecrate  herself  to  Christ  as  fully  and  as 
entirely  as  a  human  soul  could  do,  on  earth.  And  this  not  from 
gratitude  that  his  life  was  spared,  but  because  of  the  terrible  reve- 
lation his  danger  had  made  to  her,  of  the  strength  of  her  love  to 
him,  and  of  the  bondage  in  which  she  dwelt  to  it.  She  saw, -as  by 
a  flash  of  lightning,  that  those  who  will  love  created  beings  as  she 
loved,  must  have  a  love  infinitely  higher,  unless  they  would  sin 
and  suffer  infinitely ;  that  she  must  give  herself,  not  less  to  the 
husband  of  her  youth,  but  more  to  her  Saviour. .  And  when  she 
knelt  by  the  bedside  on  the  morning  when  hope  for  Horace  first 
dawned  upon  her,  a  subtle,  mysterious  change  passed  over  her 
souL  She  went  up  into  regions  she  had  never  traversed;  came 
back  to  all  the  little  homely  details  of  the  sick  room,  to  tender 
ministrations,  to  loving  cares  and  loving  tones ;  Maggie,  and  yet 
not  Maggie,  If,  as  Horace  slowly  recovered,  he  found  any  change 
in  her,  it  was  one  that  gladdened  and  satisfied  him ;  he  had  noth- 
ing to  ask  from  her  heart  that  it  did  not  give.  And  yet  she  had 
passed  out  from  a  land  of  bondage;  nothing  could  ever  wring  from 
her  eyes  such  tears  of  anguish  as  she  had  shed  for  him ;  and  she 
knew  it.  Perhaps  such  a  change  as  this  is  usually  gradual.  But 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  as  sudden  and  as  decisive 
as  regeneration  itself. 

Unconsciously,  not  knowing  what  she  said,  Maggie  let  drop  a 
word  now  and  then,  that  let  Aunt  Jane  see  what  had  been  going 
on  within  her.  As  she  had  not  learned  it  from  books,  the  Holy 
Spirit  being  her  only  teacher,  she  used  the  language  of  no  school 
when  she  spoke  of  a  sweet,  soul-satisfying  love  to  Christ  that  had 
come  to  her,  as  something  new  in  her  experience,  but  which  she 
did  not  claim  as  anything  rare  or  exceptional.  Indeed  it  hod  not 
come  with  observation,  nor  did  it  dispose  so  much  to  talk  as  to 
action.  Every  little  deed  was  done  now  with  a  glad  alacrity  that 
created  a  sunshine  wherever  she  went,  and  whereas  she  had  been 
gentle  and  affectionate  and  charming  before,  there  was  now  an 
added  grace  that  made  those  who  saw  her  day  by  day  take  note 
of  her  not  that  she  had  not  been,  but  was  with  Jesus. 

"  Aunt  Jane,"  said  Horace,  when  he  was  beginning  to  be  him' 
self  again,  and  was  full  of  love  and  gratitude  to  every  living  thing, 
"  did  you  ever  see  a  more  angelic  creature  than  my  Maggie  1 " 

"  I  knew  of  a  word  that  describes  her  better  and  goes  beyond 
yours,"  was  the  reply. 

"  Why,  what  word  t  But  whatever  it  is  it  cannot  do  justice  to 
the  heavenly  patience  with  which  she  put  up  with  me  when  I  was 
beginning  to  get  welL    I  was  like  an  old  bear." 


"  Like  a  young  bear  you  mean.  I  really  think  an  old  one  would 
have  behaved  bettor." 

"  Was  I  eo  very  ill-natured  ?    Maggie  says  she  did  not  mind  it." 

"  But  she  did.  Bo  careful  of  her,  Horace,  for  though  she  has 
always  had  good  health,  she  is  strung  on  delicate  threads ;  1  do 
not  think  it  would  take  a  great  deal  to  break  some  of  them." 

"  I  will,"  he  said  earnestly.  "  If  any  thing  should  happen  to  her 
I  should  not  live  a  week." 

"  We  nover  know  what  we  can  live  through.  It  is  not  so  easy 
to  die  as  we  fancy.  And  I  think  it  is  a  great  thing  to  learn  to  be 
willing  and  glad  to  live  after  all  that  we  rested  and  leaned  on  is 
gone." 

Horace  had  not  learned  that  lesson  nor  did  he  feel  like  learning 
it  He  lay  back  luxuriously  in  a  delightful  chair  Aunt  Jane  had 
lent  him,  she  was  always  lending  it  to  somebody,  and  ate  slowly, 
to  make  it  last  as  long  as  possible,  a  bit  of  chicken  Maggie  had  just 
brought  him,  and  which  she  had  prepared  with  her  own  hands. 

"  How  different  this  is  from  Mary's  cooking,"  he  said.  It  is  a 
good  thing  to  have  for  one's  wife  an  angel  who  is'nt  above  indulg- 
ing one's  whims  when  one  is  sick.  Come  here,  darling.  Are  you 
sure  it  has'nt  made  your  back  ache,  or  anything,  to  stand  over  the 
fire  getting  up  my  dinner  ?  " 

No,"  she  said  laughing,  '•  I  am  not  at  all  sure.  My  back  does 
ache  and  so  does  my  head.  But  I  am  going  to  have  a  cup  of  tea 
for  lunch,  with  Aunt  Jane,  and  then  I  shall  be  all  right." 

"  All  right  ?  "  responded  Horace.  "  That's  exactly  what  I  said 
when  I  was  first  taken  sick.  Maggie  if  you've  gone  and  caught 
the  fever,  we'll  both  go  off  together,  for  I  could'nt  live  a  minute 
without  vou. 

"  Foolish  boy ! "  she  said,  standing  behind  him,  and  soothing  him 
with  her  hands  as  well  as  her  words,  "if  I  had  been  and  gone  and 
caught  the  fever,  I  should  have  been  and  cone  and  died  long  ago." 

She  spoke  playfully,  but  those  two  who  loved  her  so,  felt  a 
strange  uneasiness  ;  Horace  looked  at  Aunt  Jane,  she  glanced 
quickly  at  him,  and  their  eyes  met 

Maggie  was  really  feeling  very  ill.  But  she  kept  up  and  kept 
about,  and  was  full  of  sallies  gay  and  sweet  that  made  them  laugh 
in  spite  of  her  gradually  increasing  pallor.  At  last  Horace,  weak- 
ened and  unmanned  by  his  illness  broke  into  such  a  groat  flood  of 
tears  that  poor  Aunt  Jane  could  with,  difficulty  restrain  here. 

"  She  is  going  to  have  the  fever,  and  if  she  does,  she  will  cer- 
tainly die  I "  he  moaned. 

Hush  Horace  1"  said  Maggie,  dropping  the  tone  she  had 
assumed. 

He  stopped,  like  a  frightened  child,  instantly. 

"  Listen  to  me,  dear ;  I  think  I  am  going  to  be  very  sick.  And  I 
promise  you  that  if  I  can  get  well,  for  your  sake,  I  will.  But  if  I 
can't — it  I'm  going,  you'll  let  me  go,  won't  you  t  You  won't  keep 
me  back  with  crying  and  praying,  from  going  to  be  with  my — " 

But  she  had  been  brave  too  long.  Aunt  Jane  had  only  time  to 
catch  her  in  her  arms  before  she  was  quite  insensible,  and  Horace, 
too  feeble  to  get  out  of  his  chair,  could  only  look  on,  with  groans 
that  would  have  rent  the  heart  of  his  little  wife,  could  she  have 
heard  them. 

She  had  the  fever,  there  was  no  doubt  about  that,  nor  was  it 
strange,  after  all  the  fatigue  and  anxiety  she  had  undergone.  Such 
things  are  happening  every  day,  and  nobody  finds  any  fault  with 
them  till  somebody  puts  them  into  a  book.  Then  let  that  some- 
body beware  I  For  books  should  not  paint  life  as  it  really  is,  but  as 
inexperienced  young  people  think  it  ought  to  be. 

Yes,  our  Maggie  was  very  ill,  and  the  same  sorrowful  scenes 
were  to  be  rehearsed  that  had  already  been  witnessed  in  that  little 
homo.  A  despatch  brought  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyman  to  the  sick 
room,  prayers  were  offered  in  secret  and  in  public,  every  kindness 
possible  was  shown,  Maggie's  little  girls  got  together  at  the  Mis- 
sion and  cried,  and  clung  to  each  other,  and  the  sick  child  across 
the  street  lay  with  a  breaking  heart  upon  her  bed,  and  refused  to 
be  comforted.  But  Horace,  helpless,  lonely,  bewildered  cried  and 
prayed  and  cried  by  turns ;  he  had  come  to  a  full  stop  and  gained 
strength  no  more.  People  said  they  had  been  lovely  and  pleasant 
in  their  lives  and  that  death  would  not  divide  them,  and  if  one 
must  go  it  was  well  that  the  other  should  go  too. 

It  was  not  that  Maggie  was  so  hopelessly  ill  but  that  in  her 
delirium  she  spoke  so  incessantly  and  lovingly  of  Christ,  or  rather 
spoke  with  Him  as  if  already  in  his  immediate  and  conscious  pres- 
ence that  every  body  said  she  was  on  the  wing,  and  all  ready  for 
heaven,  too  good,  too  saintly  to  be  contented  here,  and  that  Horace 
ought  not  to  keep  her  back  by  his  prayers  and  tears  as  they  hod 
heard  she  had  feared  he  would.  And  yet  something  did  keep  her 
back ;  "  she  could  not  die,"  and  did  not  It  is  not  true  that  as  soon 
as  human  beings  reach  a  certain  point  in  the  divine  life,  they  are 
snatched  out  of  this :  saints  move  about  us  and  among  us  every 
day.  They  llvo  to  be  our  examples,  to  be  our  dearly  beloved  and 
cherished  ones ;  to  remind  us  of  heaven  whose  spirit  they  have 
won,  to  pray  for  us  and  with  us,  to  inspire  and  to  cheer  us.  They 
are  saints,  but  they  see  not  the  mark  in  their  own  foreheads  ;  they 
wrestle  with  the  powers  of  tho  air,  and  with  their  own  spiritual 


Digitized  by  V^iOOQLC 


232 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[September, 


infirmities ;  they  err  sometimes,  and  sin  sometimes,  though  sorely 
against  their  will,  bat  they  are  bearing  right  onward  and  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  Him  who  hath  loved  them. 

So  Maggie  came  slowly  back  to  the  world  where  she  was 
needed,  and  she  and  Horace  entered  once  more  the  limited  arena 
on  which  they  were  yet  to  fight  the  battle  of  life. 

Both  were  changed.  Both  were  more  serious,  yet  more  uniformly 
glad ;  they  clung  to  each  other  more  fondly,  and  yet  with  a  joy- 
ful consciousness  that  whatever  might  now  betide,  their  happiness 
could  never  be  wrecked,  for  it  rested  not  on  one  perishable  life, 
but  on  a  rock  that  has  borne  the  shock  of  ages. 

For  Horace,  if  his  experience  had  not  been  identical  with  that  of 
Maggie's,  had  learned  that  to  love  as  an  idolater  is  not  to  love  as  a 
Christian.  And  while  he  was  full  of  thoughtful,  tender  services, 
and  watched  over  her  as  he  had  never  done  before,  and  had  entered 
into  closer  union  with  her  than  even  that  of  the  marriage  tie,  for 
there  is  no  love  like  that  which  unites  those  who  live  to  Christ,  he 
knew,  and  she  knew,  that  he  was  no  longer  a  slave  to  her,  as  she 
was  no  longer  a  slave  to  him.  The  baptism  of  fire  had  purified 
their  souls,  and  they  had  come  out  from  it,  hand  in  hand,  and  with 
songs  to  sing  to  other  ears.  It  is  true  they  were  misjudged  by 
those  who  had  suffered  lesB  and  learned  less  ;  but  who  has  passed 
through  this  difficult,  complex  journey  of  life,  unassailed,  and 
nobly  understood? 

"  That  poor  little  Mrs.  Wheeler  has  been  at  death's  door,  I  hear," 
quoth  Harriet  Foot,  Bitting  at  table  with  her  friend  Qeorgiana. 
"  He  caught  a  fever  in  some  of  those  dirty  holes  she  had  got  him 
in  the  way  of  investigating,  and  came  near  dying,  and  then  she 
took  it  from  him  and  came  near  dying  tea" 

"  Poor  thing  said  Qeorgiana.  "  The  last  time  I  saw  her  she  had 
on  cotton  gloves." 

"  They  say,"  pursued  Miss  Harriet,  "  that  she  wanted  to  die,  but 
Horace  would'nt  let  her. ' 

"Wanted  to  die?  Well  1 1 "  cried  Qeorgiana,  "  However,  I  don't 
wonder.  They  are  so  poor,  and  live  in  such  small,  mean  ways.  It 
was  very  selfish  in  him,  I  think  to  get  married  when  he  was  only 
making  a  living." 

"  It  depends  on  what  be  took  her  from,"  said  Harriet. 

"  I've  dropped  them,"  continued  Qeorgiana.  "  Of  course  she 
could  not  come  into  our  set ;  I  invited  her  once,  but  she  did  not 
come ;  was  afraid  to,  I  suppose  ;  I  merely  asked  her  out  of  cere- 
mony ;  I  knew  he  would  not  let  her  come." 

"  But  why  could'nt  she  come  into  our  set  1"  demanded  her  hus- 
band, who  never  lost  a  chance  to  take  up,  and  set  down  his  glori- 
ous creature. 

Qeorgiana  vouchsafed  no  reply,  but  pretended  not  to  hear. 

"  I  suppose  her  sister,  who  married  Tom  White  will  come  into 
our  set,"  he  went  on.  "  And  of  the  two,  Mrs  Wheeler  is  the 
prettier,  and  the  more  charming." 

"  Why,  where  can  you  have  seen  them  ?"  cried  Harriet. 

"I  saw  them  at  my  wedding,  for  one  place,"  was  the  reply. 

"  At  your  weddina?  Fie,  you  Bhould  have  had  eyes  for  no  one 
saveGeorgy.    Should  he,  Georgyt" 

"  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  me  for  whom  he  has  eyes,"  replied 
Georgy. 

"I  was  going  to  say,"  resumed  Harriet,  who  was  not  particular- 
ly fond,  now  that  It  was  an  old  story,  of  hearing  these  two  quarrel 
together,  "  that  those  two  creatures,  Mr.  Wheeler  and  his  wife,  are 
in  love  with  each  other  to  this  day.  While  he  was  sick  she  nearly 
killed  herself  with  watching  him  day  and  night." 

"  I  declare,  I  am  getting  in  love  with  the  little  thing  myself," 
Mr.  Beed  put  in,  casting  a  glance  at  his  wife  to  see  if  this  shot  had 
reached  her. 

"  And  then  when  she  came  down  with  the  fever  he  did  nothing 
but  weep  and  wail  week  after  week." 

"  Quite  romantic  T  "  said  Qeorgiana,  "  You  do  pick  up  the  nicest 
little  dishes  of  gossip,  Harriet. 

"  Oh,  I  could  tell  a  deal  more,  if  Mr.  Beed  were  not  present.  The 
woman  they  had  as  nurse  is  nursing  my  sister  now,  and  she  heard- 
the  praying,  and  saw  the  crying  and  the  kissing,  and  the  dying1 
embraces ;  such  goings  on  I  They  must  have  been  happy  together, 
poor  as  they  were,  or  they  wouldn't  have  made  such  a  time  at  the 
idea  of  parting.    It  is  a  genuine  case  of  love  in  a  cottage." 

"  I  hate  such  people,"  Qeorgiana  declared.  "  They  set  themselves 
up  to  be  better  than  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  are  full  of  cant.  It  is 
such  a  pity  after  all,  that  I  gave  poor  Horace  the  mi i  ten.  He  is  such 
a  very  handsome  fellow,  and  I  could  have  made  something  of  him.' 

She  looked  triumphantly  across  the  table  at  her  husband,  and 
met  a  look  full  of  hatred,  but  he  restrained  the  answer  that  trembled 
on  his  lips. 

"  Come  Harriet,  we  have  idled  long  enough  over  our  desert," 
said  Qeorgiana,  rising.  And  when  they  had  sailed  off,  leaving 
Mr.  Beed  to  drink  wine  in  moody  loneliness,  she  added, "  1  do 
really  wonder  how  out  of  all  my  admirers,  I  chose  to  settle  down 
on  Theodore.  There  were  at  least  half  a  dozen  that  would  have 
suited  me  better,  if  I  had  only  known  it.  I  had  no  idea  that  it 
made  so  very  much  difference  whom  one  married ;  had  you  T' 


"  You  ought  not  to  let  yourself  be  so  annoyed  by  Mr.  Seed's  lit* 
tie  ways,"  said  Harriet.  ■"  You  might  as  well  say  I  ought  not  to 
allow  musketoes  to  sting  me,"  was  the  reply.  "  Theodore  has  got 
just  enough  sense  to  make  me  sick  of  him,  and  no  more.  But  I 
Buppose  it's  pretty  much  the  way  with  married  people,  after  they 
get  used  to  each  other."  "  I  don't  know,"  replied  Harriet,  "  People 
don't  tell  tales  out  of  school." 

But  the  eloquent  story  of  Maggie's  nurse  rang  in  her  ears,  and 
made  her  thoughtful,  for  once  in  her  life.  As  she  had  intimated 
she  heard  things  too  sacred  to  repeat,  had  had  a  glimpse  into  a 
world  whose  threshold  she  hod  never  crossed.  She  was  a  silly, 
vain  girl,  but  she  had  a  heart  capable  of  being  aroused  and  touch- 
ed. "  I  wish  those  Wheelers  did  not  live  in  Buch  an  out-of-the-way 
place,"  she  said,  after  an  interval  of  silence.  "I  always  admired 
him  " — "  And  he  always  detested  you !"  cried  Qeorgiana,  venting 
her  growing  ill-humor  on  her  dearest  friend  as  some  people  always 
do.  "  And  at  any  rate  he  is  nothing  to  jou  now  if  he  is  so  des- 
perately in  love  with  his  wife. 

"  That's  Just  what  I  like  in  him." 

"And  it  is  just  what  I  don't  like  in  him,  so  let  us  talk  about 
something  else." 

While  this  rambling  conversation  was  going  on,  Horace  and 
Maggie  were  sitting  before  their  parlor  fire.  They  were  not  yet 
well  or  strong,  but  it  was  a  luxury,  after  the  long  weeks  of  illness  to 
be  at  last  alone  together  and  to  talk  over  what  each  had  suffered  in 
the  alarming,  critical  days  of  the  other.  Maggie's  hand,  white 
enough  now,  lay  in  her  husband's,  her  head  leaned  on  his  should- 
er ;  both  were  peacefully  happy. 

"  Annie  will  be  at  home  in  a  few  days,"  she  was  saying.  "  I  wish 
I  had  gained  a  little  faster  for  her  sake.  She  will  be  shocked  to  see 
her  plump  little  Mag  looking  so  thin.  Couldn't  you  manage  to  puff 
me  up  and  round  me  out,  or  stuff  me  with  cotton,  or  something  t" 

Horace  smiled,  and  kissed  the  thin  face  as  he  had  never  done 
when  it  glowed  with  health  and  animation. 

"  I  think,"  he  said,  "  that  something  after  the  first  meeting  will 
shock  Annie  more  than  the  effect  of  your  illness." 

"  What  can  it  be  ?"  asked  Maggie,  lifting  up  hor  head. 

"  This  house,  and  the  way  in  which  we  five.  Annie's  marriage 
to  a  rich  man  has  changed  her." 

"  Yes,  I  know,  but  nothing  could  quite  spoil  her.  And  when  she 
sees  how  happy  we  are — " 

"  She  will  not  see  it." 

"Why  not?" 

Horace  did  not  like  to  reply,  as  he  might  have  done,  "  She  is  in- 
capable of  seeing  it,"  and  yet  he  wanted  to  prepare  Maggie  to  find 
Annie  greatly  altered. 

He  had  detected  in  her  letters  a  certain  something  that  his  own 
past  worldliness  made  him  quick  to  recognize,  but  which  had  ap- 
parently escaped  Maggie. 

"I  hear  a  carriage  at  the  door,"  he  said,  rising.  "They  may 
have  come." 

Maggie's  color  flew  into  her  face ;  whatever  else  her  illness  had 
done  it  had  not  made  her  heart  cold,  and  the  next  moment  she 
found  herself  in  Annie's  arms. 

There  was  confusion  and  laughing  and  talking  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  then  the  sisters  looked  at  each  other  curiously. 

"  How  dreadfully  ill  you  must  have  been  1"  cried  Annie.  "  And 
Horace  looks  badly  too  It  is  a  shame.  But  it  is  just  your  luck, 
Maggie.  I  always  had  all  the  good  times  and  you  always  had  all 
the  bad  ones.  Don't  you  remember  that  it  always  happened  that 
if  any  of  the  family  were  sick  they  took  the  opportunity  when  I 
was  away  and  you  were  at  home  V' 

And  she  laughed. 

"  You  look  just  like  a  French  fashion-plate,"  said  Maggie;  "I 
can't  quite  find  my  old  Annie  in  these  fine  clothes,  but  I  am  sure 
she  is  in  them  somewhere." 

"  Of  course  she  is.  I  hope  you  are  strong  enough  to  come  and 
dine  with  me  to-morrow.  I've  sent  a  despatch  to  father  and  moth- 
er to  come  right  on ;  we  didn't  want  to  go  there  at  this  time  of  year, 
but  of  course  I  wanted  to  see  them." 

"  And  the  boys?"  asked  Maggie." 

"  Oh,  the  boys  are  not  coming.  In  the  hurry  and  flurry  I  forgot 
the  boys.    But  they  won't  care.'' 

"  I  am  not  strong  enough  to  go  out  yet,"  said  Maggie,  "  you  will 
have  to  come  here.     Where  are  you  staying  ?" 

"  At  the  Fifth  Avenue.  Tom  didn  t  care  to  go  to  housekeeping, 
and  as  for  me,  after  the  easy  life  I've  been  leading,  I'm  sure  I  dont. 
Besides,  we've  only  come  home  for  a  visit.  We're  going  back 
again  early  in  the  spring." 

"  Oh,  are  you  t"  cried  Maggie  in  a  tone  of  great  regret. 

"  Yes,  we've  nothing  to  do  here,  and  may  as  well  travel  about 
and  enjoy  ourselves.    Well,  it  is  getting  late,  and  I  have  not  un- 

facked  yet.  I've  brought  lots  of  lovely  things  for  you.  Though 
had  the  dresses  made  to  fit  me,  and  they'll  hang  on  you  like  baus 
unless  yon  make  haste  and  fill  up.  Good-night,  dear.  I'll  come 
down  in  the  morning  as  early  as  lean  ;  that  won't  be  very  early, 
for  Tom  is  lazy  and  won't  get  up,  and  won't  let  me,  either.  Ill  be 
along  about  lunch  time.'' 
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It  was  nothing  that  Annie  had  said  that  made  Maggie  fly  to  hide 
herself  in  her  husband's  arms  as  soon  as  she  had  gone ;  it  was 
something  in  her  manner  that  betrayed  a  preoccupied  mind,  a 
heart  less  loving  than  of  old. 

"  Marriage  always  changes  people,  you  know,  dear,"  said  Horace, 
soothingly. 

"  Yes ;  for  the  better  or  the  worse,"  was  the  answer. 

"  And  perhaps  Annie  finds  us  changed  ;  she  may  miss  something 
in  us  that  she  used  to  find." 

"  But  it  isn't  warm,  sisterly  love,"  said  Maggie,  trying,  however, 
not  to  be  sad. 

"  And  perhaps  after  all,  Annie  will  seem  more  like  herself  to- 
morrow." 

"How  shockingly  Maggie  looks,  doesn't  shot"  asked  Annie, 
driving  off  with  'Kim.  "  Did  you  ever  see  a  creature  so  changed  ? 
All  her  pretty  color  gone,  and  her  face  so  long  and  thin.  I" 

"  She  looked  very  sweet,  though,  and  was  wonderfully  glad  to 
see  you,  as  of  course  she  would  be.  Horace  has  had  a  hard  time  of 
it,  I  could  see  that  at  a  glance.  I  wonder  how  they  would  like  a 
trip  to  Europe  with  us  next  Spring?" 

"Oh,  they  wouldn't  go  at  your'  expense,  you  may  depend.  Be- 
sides your  mother  says  they  have  grown  so  peculiar.  We  should 
not  get  on  with  them  at  all." 

"  They  always  were  peculiarly  delightful,"  said  Tom.  "  I  am  sure 
I  should  have  fallen  in  love  with  Maggie  if  I  had  not  seen  you  first." 

"  It  isn't  nice  in  yon  to  talk  in  that  way,"  said  Annie.  "  Maggie 
wouldn't  have  looked  at  yoaif  you  had  gone  down  on  your  bended 
knees.  Sometimes  I  wish  I  was  as  good  as  she  is,  and  sometimes 
I'm  glad  I'm  not.  I  shouldn't  have  suited  you  at  any  rate  if  I  had 
been  one  of  the  very  pious,  strict  sort." 

"  Why  not  V ' 

"  Well,  after  the  way  we've  been  going  on  since  we  were  mar- 
ried, I  wonder  you  have  the  face  to  ask  such  a  question !"  she  cried, 
laughing.    "  Dear  me,  what  would  Maggie  say,  if  she  knew  I" 

"  We've  done  nothing  wrong.  Nothing  that  everybody  doesn't 
do  who  goes  abroad." 

"  Have  we  behaved  like  saints  t" 

"  Why  no,  not  exactly  I"  Tom  allowed. 

"  Well,  Horace  and  Maggie  have.  Tom  just  get  your  mother  to 
tell  you  about  their  poor  folks,  and  their  sick  folks,  and  their 
prayer-meetings  and  their  tea-parties ;  I  declare  I  was  afraid  of 
them  both,  and  almost  glad  to  get  away.  I  have  no  doubt  Maggie 
will  preach  me  a  regular  sermon  to-morrow.  She  had  it  on  her 
tongue's  end  last  night." 

"Well,"  said  Tom, "  I  was  brought  up  among  people  that  belong 
to  the  church,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  And  I  always  thought  till  I 
was  married  that  such  people  were  different  from  the  rest  of  us." 

"  Of  all  the  horrid  things  you  ever  said  to  me  this  is  the  worst," 
said,  Annie,  beginning  to  cry. 

Tom  protested  that  he  meant  no  harm,  kissed  her,  was  ready  to 
tear  his  hair  to  appease  her.  But  she  remained  inconsolable. 
Coming  home  to  Maggie  and  old  associations  had  greatly  stirred 
her ;  hearing  of  Maggie's  life  had  sharply  reproved  her,  and  now 
her  husband  had  said,  by  implication,  at  least,  that  she  was  quite 
destitute  of  religion,  and  if  she  had  often  accused  herself  of  that, 
she  did  not  want  to  hear  him  say  it. 

"  I  was  feeling  badly  enough  before,"  she  sobbed,  "  seeing  Mag- 
gie looking  as  if  a  breath  would  blow  her  away,  and  now  you've 
made  me  perfectly  miserable.  And  I  was  so  happy,  and  had 
brought  home  such  loads  of  pretty  things,  and  thought  we  were 
going  to  have  such  a  gay  winter. 

"  So  we  will,  dear,  coaxed  Tom.  Annie  wept,  however,  till 
they  reached  the  hotel,  where  she  was  consoled  by  a  dainty  little 
supper  served  in  her  own  room,  and  then  she  looked  over  and  tried 
on,  some  of  her  finery,  and  found  it  very  becoming,  which  soothed 
her  yet  more.  And  Tom  made  amends  for  his  unlucky  speech  by 
admiring  and  caressing  her,  and  telling  her  how  devotedly  he  loved 
her,  so  that  her  April  shower  gave  place  to  gratified  smiles  and 
condescending  joyousness. 

He  -lay  awake  some  time  that  night  wondering  why  his  random 
speech  had  wounded  Annie  so.  He  had  not  made  it  with  special 
reference  to  her,  or  with  the  most  remote  idea  of  giving  her  pain ; 
it  Was  one  of  his  innocent  blunders,  such  as  he  was  continually 
making,  he  thought,  and  which  she  was  continually  overlooking. 
Then  he  reflected  on  the  seedy  character  of  Horace's  coat,  and  the 
air  of  restriction  about  his  house  and  home,  and  determined  to  do 
something  handsome  for  him  if  he  could. 

The  two  sisters  as  they  sat  alone  together  at  lunch  on  the  follow 
ing  day,  offered  a  strange  contrast  to  each  other.  Annie's  faultless 
dress  gave  her  a  certain  ladylike  air ;  she  had  taken  pains  to  grow 
stylish-looking,  and  in  a  sense  she  was  so.  Yet  there  was  a  little 
restlessness  in  her  movements,  and  her  face  had  lost  some  of  its 
youthful  brightness  and  freshness.  Maggie's  refinement,  on  the 
contrary,  was  all  in  her  face  and  in  the  tone  of  her  voice ;  she  had 
no  style,  no  manner,  her  dress  was  very  simple,  and  everything 
about  her  spoke  of  an  economy  that  in  spite  of  itself  had  to  be 


ungraceful.  But  she  looked  serene  and  satisfied,  and  when  she 
spoke  it  was  with  a  loving  gentleness  born  of  a  very  different  world 
from  that  in  which  Annie  had  been  living. 

"I  don't  see  but  you  are  the  same  old  sixpence  I"  Annie  at  last 
burst  out  in  her  old  natural  manner.  "  From  what  people  say  of 
you  I  fancied  you  were  quite  changed  and  spoiled.  I  almost  ex- 
pected to  hear  you  begin  to  preach  a  sermon  at  me  on  the  pomps 
and  vanities  of  life.  But  there  you  sit,  eating  like  other  mortals, 
and  looking  as  contented  and  happy  as  a  queen." 

"  A  great  deal  happier  than  any  queen  I  know  of,"  said  Maggie. 

"  Is  Horace  good  to  you  ?    I  mean,"  she  added,  coloring  a  uttle, 
"  is  he  what  you  hoped  he  would  be  when  you  married  him  V 
.    "  Yes,  indeed  1"  said  Maggie,  "  all  I  have  to  complain  of  is  that 
he  spoils  me  so." 

"  Tom  and  I  get  on  very  well  together,  too,"  proceeded  Annie. 
"  For  my  part  I  like  to  be  spoiled.  And  Tom  has  nothing  to  do,  so 
why  shouldn't  he  ?  He  fairly  loads  me  with  pretty  things,  and 
then  he  admires  every  thing  I  say  and  do." 

"  I  hope,  then,  that  you  admire  all  he  says  and  does !"  cried  Mag- 
gie.   "  Sometimes  mutual  admiration  societies  are  good  things." 

"  Oh,  you  know  what  Tom  is ;  a  big  good-natured  thing !  I  get 
out  of  patience  with  him  twenty  times  a  day,  and  then  we  kiss  and 
make  up.  I  never  pretended  to  be  as  romantic  as  you  are  or  even 
as  he  is,  but  we  get  on  together,  as  I  said  before." 

""And  are  you  really  going  back  to  Europe  again  t" 

"Yes.  You  see  mamma  White  would  fain  have  us  come  and  live 
with  her,  but  that  doesn't  suit  me.  For  though  I  can  wind  Tom 
about  my  finger  in  any  thing  else,  when  it  comes  to  his  mother  he 
is  stiff.  So,  to  put  off  the  evil  day,  I  am  going  to  make  him  take 
me  back  to  Europe.  After  we've  traveled  all  we  choose  1  mean  to 
settle  down  somewhere,  and  study." 

"  And  itudy  1"  repeated  Maggie. 

"  You  need  not  look  so  confounded.  I  only  want  to  learn  French 
enough  to  do  shopping,  and  Italian  enough  to  sing  with ;  you  need 
not  be  afraid  of  my  turning  into  a  book-worm.  Tom  has  helped 
me  do  my  shopping  thus  far,  but  I  dont  always  want  him  watching 
every  cent  I  spend.  Besides,  it  is  mortifying  to  go  about  with 
other  ladies  who  rattle  off  their  French  as  if  they  were  born  to  it, 
and  to  depend  on  one's  husband  to  do  one's  talking.  And  now 
speaking  of  shopping,  let  me  show  you  what  I've  brought  for  you." 

"  Oh,  Annie,"  said  Maggie,  trying  to  look  pleased  at  the  display 
of  finery,  "  how  came  you  to  spend  so  much  money  for  met" 

"  What  is  money  good  for,"  as  Tom  says,  was  the  laughing  an- 
swer, 

"  But  these  things  are  too  costly  for  me,  with  my  plain  ways ;  at 
least  most  of  them  are.  Let  me  keep  the  useful  ones ;  they  are 
just  what  I  need.  You  can't  think  how  thankful  I  am  for  them, 
they  will  fit  me  up  for  the  winter.  But  this  light  silk  dress,  oh; 
Annie,  I  never  go  to  parties ;  you  must  wear  that  yourself." 

"  You  foolish  child  I  Knowing  what  a  little  old  maid  you  are,  I 
bad  it  made  as  simply  as  Mile.  Duria  would  consent  to  make  it ; 
and  do  you  suppose  I  m  not  going  to  have  any  visits  from  you  this 
winter  ?  This  will  be  the  very  thing  to  wear  when  you  come  to 
dine  with  me. ' 

Maggie  yielded ;  it  did  not  seem  very  likely  now  that  she  would 
go  out  to  dine  with  Annie  or  any  one  else,  she  still  felt  so  weak  and 
disinclined  to  exertion. 

"  I  am  so  glad  for  you,  Annie  dear,"  she  said,  when  everything 
had  been  admired  and  discussed,"  that  Tom  is  so  much  under  your 
influence.  For  I  did  tremble  when  you  married  him,  lest  being  a 
worldly  man,  he  would  be  a  snare  to  you." 

"  Now  it's  coming  I"  thought  Annie  coloring.  "  I  don't  see  but 
Tom  is  as  good  as  many  people  who  pretend  to  be  better,"  she  re- 
plied. He  is  as  honorable  and  as  generous  as  the  day  is  long,  and 
wouldn't  take  advantage  of  a  fly.  And  he  is  as  sweet-tempered 
and  kind-hearted  as  you  are ;  every  bit  of  it.  And  you  ought  to 
see  how  good  he  is  to  his  mother  t  By-the-bye,  to  tell  you  a  secret, 
mamma  White  alwayB  hoped  he  would  take  you  instead  of  me." 

"  I  was  not  in  the  market  to  be  taken  I"  cried  Maggie,  with  some 
spirit.  And  then  she  wished  she  had  not  said  that ;  Tom  was  a 
dear  good  fellow,  why  resent  being  selected  for  his  spouse? 

"  On,  I  know  nobody  had  the  least  chance  after  you  met  Horace," 
said  Annie,  gleefully.  She  had  steered  clear  of  Maggie's  impend- 
ing sermon,  and  delivered  herself  scornfully  of  the  words,  "  Mam- 
ma White,"  and  now  it  was  time  to  go. 

The  weeks  that  followed  were  full  of  confusion ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wy- 
man  passing  back  and  forth  between  the  hotel  and  their  rich  ( ?) 
daughter,  and  Horace's  house  and  their  poor  (?)  daughter;  Tom 
and  Annie  running  in  and  out :  display  of  dry  goods,  jewelry,  pic- 
tures, infinite  nothings ;  dinners,  lunches  suppers.  For  a  little  timo 
this  pleasant  excitement  was  good  for  Maggie,  but  it  soon  ceased  to 
be  pleasant.  She  loved  her  own  quiet  home,  and  the  opportunities' 
it  gave  her  of  doing  good,  and  grad  ually  resumed  the  habits  broken 
in  upon  by  her  illness.  She  could  not  go  to  her  mission  school  yet, 
but  she  had  her  class  come  to  her  Sunday  afternoons,  taught  them, 
prayed  with  them,  persuaded  them  to  pray,  and  was  as  happy  as  a 
human  heart  could  be. 


{To  be  continued.) 
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THE  CONVENTION  AT  INDIANAPOLIS 
passed  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  Associa- 
tions it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by 
adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not  be  coil- 
tent  until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire 
membership. 

In  calling  attention  to  this  resolution  and  appeal  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Convention  we  would  urge  the  Presidents  and  officers  of 
Associations  in  connection  with  the  Corresponding  Member  of 
their  State  or  Province  to  secure  a  competent  canvasser  who  shall 
solicit  all  their  members  to  subscribe  for  the  Monthly.  To  such  a 
canvasser  we  will  give,  as  offered  above,  twenty-five  cents  of  every 
subscription  he  obtains. 

THE  PULPIT  AND  THE  PUBLIC. 

A  CURIOUS  BLUNDER  CORRECTED. 

.  The  Congregationalist  very  strangely  misrepresents  the  views 
expressed  in  an  article  that  appeared  in  our  columns  last  July, 
entitled  "  Unfetter  the  Pulpit"  The  writer  of  the  article 
denned  "  the  ideal  of  the  office  expressed  by  the  pnlpit "  as 
"  that  of  a  spiritually  called  speaker  of  Gospel  truth  to  the 
unregenerate  world."  He  then  showed  how  the  Christian  pul- 
pit of  to-day  was  fettered  by  being  shut  up  in  so  called  public 
but  really  private  buildings,  from  which  the  proud  independent 
public,  who  do  not  feel  like  asking  as  a  favor  permission  to  hear 
anybody  are  practically  excluded.  But  the  writer,  an  eminent 
scholar  and  clergyman  in  the  Congregational  church,  at  the 
same  time  carefully  discriminated  the  office  of  the  pulpit  from 
the  larger  office  of  the  church  and  the  ministry.  This  the 
editor  of  the  Congregationalist  entirely  overlooks  and  makes 
him  say :  "  That  the  great  business  of  the  preacher  is  « clear 
outside  of  the  church '  charging  him  even  with  favoring  a 
conception  of  the  ministerial  office  which  limits  it  to  the  sim- 
ple preaching  of  repentance." 

Yet  in  the  article  thus  unfairly  criticised,  the  critic  might 
have  read  the  following  paragraphs. 

"  We  admit  the  right,  and  assert  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  have 
her  sanctuary,  where,  within  the  doors,  her  members  may  claim 
the  promises  and  enjoy  the  rich  experiences  of  God's  people.  As  a 
minister  we  honor  the  pastoral  office.  There  can  be  no  more 
excellent  or  important  work  than  that  of  feeding  the  Church  of 
Christ  over  which  one  has  been  appointed  overseer.  But  we  pro- 
test this  work  is  not  the  office  of  the  pulpit.  It  is  a  work  that 
involves  speech,  and  calls  for  eloquence.  But  it  does  not  furnish 
the  occasion  nor  call  for  the  speech,  nor  require  the  man,  that  the 
pulpit  calls  for."  • 

"Let  us  not  disparage  the  Church  or  the  pastoral  and  teaching 
office,  but  let  us  emancipate  the  pulpit.  If  necessary,  let  us  give 
it  a  place  clear  outside  of  the  Church.  Let  us  not  compel  the 
world  to  go  into  Societies  with  which  they  profess  to  have  no 
affinities,  and  attend  services  in  which  they  take  no  interest,  before 
we  give  them  the  gospel  news." 

To  question  the  completeness  of  the  definition  given  of  the 
office  of  the  pulpit  is  of  course  allowable  But  to  charge  this 
writer  with  banishing  the  preacher  from  the  church  and  giving 


a  narrow  idea  of  the  ministerial  office  is  manifestly  unjust.  He 
who  desires  the  minister  to  "feed  the  Church  of  Christ"  in 
"her  sanctuary"  after  a  method  that  "calls  for  eloquence" 
docs  not  pronounce  it  "  the  great  business  of  the  preacher  "  to 
be  "clear  outside  of  the  church,"  nor  does  he  narrow  "the 
ministerial  office  to  the  simple  preaching  of  repentance."' 

The  unfair  criticism  above  cited  would  not  of  itself  have 
called  forth  this  notice.  But  the  writer  of  it  passes  beyond  the 
article  and  implying  that  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations 
generally  are  responsible  for  advocating  what  the  article  itself 
does  not  teach,  closes  his  curious  and  hasty  paragraph  with  a 
warning  to  our  Associations  to  "  beware  of  inculcating  errone- 
ous doctrine  as  among  the  fundamentals  of  the  Gospel." 

One  who  makes  so  serious  a  charge  or  insinuation  as  this 
should  base  it  on  something  more  substantial  than  a  hasty 
criticism.  We  certainly  looked  for  fairer  treatment  at  the 
hands  of  so  venerable  a  member  of  the  press  as  the  Congre- 
gationalist. 

We  cannot  leave  this  subject,  however,  before  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  great  problem  suggested  in  the  excellent  article 
above  referred  to.  How  shall  we  bring  the  public  to  the  pul- 
pit or  the  pulpit  to  the  public — "  that  proud,  independent  public, 
who  do  not  feel  like  asking  as  a  favor,  permission  to  hear  any- 
body— who  will  not  intrude  into  so-called  public,  but  really 
private  buildings." 

We  reprint  here  the  practical  and  practicable  suggestion  with 
which  the  article  closes. 

"  Why  may  not  the  T.  M.  C  Association  in  perfect  harmony 
with  the  Churches,  rather  with  their  co-operation,  devise  a  plan  of 
pulpit  services  in  some  non-sacred  places,  cheap,  free,  accessible, where 
the  words  could  come  without  restraint,  where  the  ablest  of  our 
preachers,  and  others  approved  in  our  Churches  as  men  possessed 
by  the  spirit  and  of  such  talents  and  culture  as  give  success  in  the 
work,  could  preach  the  gospel.  Our  Churches  could  well  afford  to 
spare  for  a  portion  of  the  time  their  ministers.  As  in  the  time  of  the 
Christian  Commission  the  Churches  sent  their  ministers  to  the 
front  so  now  they  might  send  them  on  circuits  or  spare  them  to  fill 
appointments  to  designated  places  in  our  cities.  The  provision 
of  such  pulpits  as  avenues  of  usefulness  would  call  out  hidden 
talents  and  kindle  the  zeal  of  many  for  whom  the  pulpit  as  now  es- 
tablished has  no  attractions." 

Such  "  pulpit  services  "  have  been  held  for  many  months  by 
Mr.  Moody  in  Farwell  Hall,  Chicago,  the  building  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  that  city.  They  have  been  greatly  blessed.  Multi- 
tudes who  never  entered  our  churches  have  been  reached  and 
saved.  The  open  air  service  is  another  experiment  of  the  same 
sort  and  has  been  the  means  of  much  good.  But  there  is  urgent 
call  for  the  extension  of  this  work.  With  the  active  co-opera- 
tion of  ministers  and  churches  many  pulpits  could  be  erected 
where  the  multitude  would  resort — that  same  hungry,  spiritu- 
ally destitute  multitude  who  thronged  the  footsteps  of  oar 
Lord  and  His  Apostles,  but  who  in  this  day  are  to  so  large  an 
extent  beyond  the  sound  of  the  gospel. 

Helped  t$  Securing  a  Building.  An  Association  in  a 
neighboring  city  which  is  putting  forth  earnest  effort  to  secure 
a  building,  "  has  been  helped  very  greatly,"  vre  are  told  "  by  the 
Association  Monthly  and  the  good  influence  it  has  exerted  in 
favor  of  the  cause."  This  is  one  of  many  encouragements  that  ' 
we  are  receiving  in  our  work.  We  publish  it  that  our  members 
all  over  the  country  who  are  interested  in  the  paper  may  share 
in  this  encouragement  and  also  that  we  may  take  occasion  to 
reaffirm  our  opinion  of  the  importance  of  the*building  fund 
and  the  building  in  the  associational  work  everywhere.  We 
are  anxious  to  hear  of  many  more  associations  who  are  moving 
in  this  matter  and  who  are  at  least  beginning  the  siow,  it  may 
be,  but  the  patient  persistent  accumulation  of  a  fund  with  which 
to  secure  an  edifice  for  the  increase  of  their  usefulness  and  effi- 
ciency. 
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CHRISTIAN  ORGANIZATION. 

God  works  in  and  through  his  people  by  natural  channels 
We  ore  never  encouraged  in  His  Word  to  expect  a  miraculous 
interposition.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  divine  interposition  in 
answer  to  prayer,  but  it  is  not  so  low  down  in  the  chain  of 
cause  and  effect  as  to  produce  an  abnormal  phenomenon,  which 
we  call  a  miracle,  but  the  interference  is  before  the  links  of  the 
chain  become  visible  to  human  perceptions,  back  in  the  incip- 
iency  of  thought  and  judgment  on  one  side  and  of  causation  in 
the  material  world  on  the  other.  The  essence  of  a  miracle  is 
thus  in  every  answer  to  prayer,  while  the  course  of  nature  is 
nowhere  apparently  disturbed.  Recovery  from  sickness,  a  safe 
journey,  the  cessation  of  a  storm,  the  rain  upon  the  parched 
ground — all  these  are  directly  the  results  of  prayer,  but  the 
philosopher,  who  knows  nothing  of  God's  promises  and  his 
Spirit's  work,  and  who  therefore  must  confine  his  observation 
to  second  causes,  naturally  laughs  at  prayer  and  ridicules  the 
life  of  faith. 

The  analogy  between  God's  actions  for  us  in  things  spiritual 
and  his  actions  for  us  in  things  material  is  sometimes  over- 
looked by  earnest  Christians.  It  is  forgotten  that  *>ur  work 
for  God's  glory  is  not  to  be  accomplished  by  means  of  visions 
and  ab  extra  revelations,  but  by  the  use  of  our  reasoning  facul- 
ties as  God  will  subjectively  enlighten  and  quicken  them. 
Faith  is  not  opposed  to  reason,  as  too  many  flippantly  say,  but 
faith  is  the  use  of  an  illuminated  reason — illuminated  by  the 
truth  and  Spirit  of  God.  Hence  for  a  Christian  to  pray  and 
then  bind  his  judgment  hand  and  foot,  while  he  waits  for  a 
revelation-is  to  thwart  his  prayer  most  effectually.  It  is  the 
prayer  which  has  an  internal  energy  (energoumene)  that  prevails. 
(Jas.  v.,  16.)  Such  prayer  arouses  the  whole  power  of  the  mind, 
gives  freshness  and  vigor  to  the  perceptions  and  judgment,  and 
so  reaches  its  answer  on  the  side  nearest  to  God. 

It  is  in  accordance  with  this  course  of  thought  that  we  see 
the  value  of  organized  Christian  work.  The  same  arguments 
which  prove  organization  invaluable  for  human  interests,  so 
that  the  social,  political,  and  commercial  worlds  are  sus- 
tained by  such  combinations  of  means  and  effort,  prove  organ 
ization  invaluable  in  the  grander  interests  of  Messiah's  king- 
dom. Through  these  natural  channels,  approved  by  our  reason, 
and  proved  by  experience,  we  shall  accomplish  far  more  than 
by  detached  individual  efforts.  *  The  church,  indeed,  is  com- 
pared by  inspiration  to  a  human  body,  which  works  as  an  or- 
ganization with  every  member  in  co-ordination  with  every 
other. 

We  may  look  for  the  divine  energy  acting  through  these 
combinations  of  active  Christians.  Bible  societies,  missionary 
societies,  associations  of  young  men  are  thus  normal  forms  of 
Christian  effort,  and  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  more  human 
machinery. 

Every  Christian  ought  to  use  his  activity  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, and  these  unions  for  religious  purposes  furnish  the  oppor- 
tunity of  best  advantage.  Many  a  Christian  force  is  thwarted 
or  weakened,  or  even  paralyzed  by  not  availing  itself  of  this 
natural  channel  of  efficiency.  A  young  man  may  do  good  by 
himself  but  it  will  be  probably  a  spasmodic  evangelization, 
while  if  he  unite  with  others  in  a  system,  the  work  becomes 
continuous  and  accumulative.  We  must  not  let  the  children 
of  this  world  be  wiser  than  the  children  of  light.  Combined 
action  achieves  the  grandest  results. 


fear— fear  that  they  might  encroach  upon  the  church.  But 
since  my  attendance  upon  the  great  gathering  at  Indianapolis 
these  fears  are  gone.  I  never  enjoyed  a  meeting  more,  and  I 
felt  that  instead  of  encroaching  upon  the  church  they  were 
very  cautious  lest  any  thing  should  be  said  or  done  that  might 
bear  the  appearance  of  such  encroachment.'  His  words  cheered 
us  greatly,  and  the  speaker  is  taking  a  deep  and  active  interest 
in  our  work.  A  noon  prayer  meeting  has  been  started  and 
one  of  the  pastors  said  there  a  few  days  ago :  '  You  shall  not 
any  longer  have  it  to  say  that  the  pastors  oppose  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.' " 


Encoubagemkkt  from  a.  Pastob.  "  One  of  our  ministers," 
writes  a  correspondent,  "  attended  the  Indianapolis  Convention 
and  has  since  said  publicly  in  one  of  our  meetings:  'I  have  in 
the  past  looked  upon  these  Associations  with  something  of 


THE  CONVENTIONS  THIS  FALL. 

We  publish  again  the  list  of  the  State  and  Provincial  Con- 
ventions to  be  held  this  fall,  giving,  as  far  as  we  are  informed 
the  time  and  place  of  their  meeting.  Held  at  the  opening  of  the 
busy  season  of  the  year,  receiving  delegates  from  many  Associ- 
tions  not  represented  in  our  General  Conventions,  listening  to 
reports  from  every  Society  sufficiently  active  to  send  one  and 
seeking  to  instruct  and  encourage  the  brethren  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  their  work.  These  conventions  may  be  made  efficient 
agencies  in  reaching  the  young  men  of  the  continent  with  the 
Gospel.  They  can  fulfil  their  high  mission,  however,  only 
through  prayerful  vigilance  on  the  part  of  those  who  attend  and 
constitute  them. 

Let  the  opening  social  meeting  be  conducted  so  as  to  make  the 
delegates  better  acquainted  with  one  another  and  ready  for 
united,  harmonious  and  efficient  deliberation.  To  effect  this 
formal,  speech  making  may  be  wisely  sacrificed. 

Those  ditciueiont  will  be  likely  to  prove  most  instructive  in 
which  the  extemporaneous  speeches  are  preceded  and  kept  to 
the  point  by  a  brief  but  carefully  prepared  opening  address. 

If,  in  the  intervals  of  the  sessions,  classes  of  delegates,  e.  g. 
the  Presidents,  or  the  Secretaries,  or  the  Directors,  should  take 
a  social  meal  together  and  learn  the  experience  of  each  other, 
many  valuable  suggestions  would  be  given  and  received.  Such 
meetings  about  the  breakfast,  dinner  or  tea  table  have  often 
been  fruitful  in  good  results. 

We  earnestly  call  upon  all  the  brethren  both  in  private  or  in 
our  daily  and  weekly  meetings  for  prayer  to  make  special  sup- 
plication for  God's  blessing  on  these  convocations  of  Christian 
young  men  that  they  may  be  controlled  by  His  Holy  Spirit  and 
thus  guided  to  a  wise  and  irrepressible  activity  in  the  service 
of  the  Master. 

We  give  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  these  conventions 
as  follows : 

Province.  Time.  Place. 

Maritime ■*-*«    8"    jprint'EdwTsIsrd 

Ontario  and  Quebec.  .September  10 Ottawa. 

State. 

New  York September  6 Poughkeepsie. 

New  Jersey September  88 N.  Brunswick. 

Vermont October  12 St.  Johnsbury. 

Massachusetts October  18. Chelsea. 

Pennsylvania October  18 Scran  ton. 

Rhode  Island October  10 Pawtucket. 

Connecticut October  80. Bridgeport. 

Maine October Augusta. 

Ohio November  8. . ...  .Cincinnati. 

Wisconsin November  8 JanesviUe. 

Minnesota Jan.  11, 1871 Rochester. 

Iowa April,        Iowa  City. 

Michigan Jackson. 

Indiana Greencastle. 
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A  PASTOR  TO  HIS  BRETHREN. 

If  all  the  pastors  in  the  land  could  have  been  present  at  the 
recent  Convention  in  Indianapolis,  to  witness  and  participate  in 
its  exercises,  and  to  breathe  its  spirit,  we  are  sure  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  would  have  secured  a  very  high  place 
in  their  confidence  and  co-operation.  The  excellent  President 
of  last  year's  convention,  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  of  New  York, 
(or  rather  of  the  church  universal,)  was  detained  at  home,  on 
account  of  "  the  results  of  a  painful  railroad  accident."  He 
sent  a  letter,  however,  which  was  read  at  the  opening  of  the 
Convention,  in  which  he  urged,  that "  the  tchole  time  be  given 
to  the  one  simple  object  of  perfecting  plans  for  bringing  young 
men  to  Christ,  and  to  the  study  of  means  for  their  best  social 
and  intellectual  development." 

This  is,  really,  a  full  though  condensed  statement  of  what 
these  Associations  are  attempting.  Their  design  commends 
them  to  the  favor,  not  only  of  every  Christian,  but  of  every  pa- 
triot, and  of  every  philanthropist.  A  wealthy  Jew  said  to  one 
of  our  Secretaries :  "  I  differ  from  you  in  many.points ;  but  such 
a  good  work  as  this  ought  to  go  forward :  if  you  want  money 
call  on  me."  General  Sherman,  who  is  not  a  professing  Chris- 
tian, said  last  winter,  at  a  public  meeting  in  Washington — "  It 
is  a  burning  shame,  in  view  of  what  the  young  men  are  trying 
to  do  in  this  city,  to  have  them  beg  for  money." 

8urely  then  we  should  give  heed  to  the  young  men,  when 
they  say  to  us :  To  you,  beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren,  the  pas- 
tors of  the  ch  arches,  owr  pastors,  we  confidently  look  for  atten- 
tion, interest,  help,  counsel,  and  if  need  be,  affectionate  reproof 
Your  teachings  have  inspired  us  with  that  unquenchable  pas- 
sion for  souls,  which  is  the  basis  of  our  associations.  We  have 
learned  from  you,  also,  the  power  of  combined  action.  We  are 
loyal  to  our  several  churches,  and  hope,  by  our  unsectarian 
affiliations  with  each  other  in  Christian  work,  to  become  far 
more  useful  members  of  our  local  churches.  Our  organizations 
arc  not  instead  of,  but  additional  to  the  ordinary  instrumental- 
ities of  the  church,  and  powerful  auxiliaries  to  your  evangeli- 
zing labors.  We  invite  your  thoughtful  attention  to  a  few 
facts. 

There  are  on  this  continent,  803  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions.   Of  these, 

.  830  reported  to  the  recent  convention. 
218  report  their  expenses  for  the  year,  at  $211,614. 
121  report  111,811  volumes  in  their  libraries. 
209  report  54,349  members. 
66  report  daily  prayer  meetings. 

48  report  Bible  daises ;  60,  open  air  service ;  102,  sermons. 
82  report  2,886  conversions. 

Very  many  refrain  from  any  enumeration,  preferring  to  state 
that  their  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  extremely  interesting, 
and  that  they  believe  there  have  been  many  conversions. 

Are  not  these  very  significant  and  very  hopeful  facts  ?  The 
institution  is  new.  It  began  but  yesterday.  It  is  only  the 
Fifteenth  annual  convention  which  was  held  last  June,  and  yet, 
how  many  glowing  hearts  are  saying:  "What  hath  Ood 
wrought." 

You  have  taught  us  that  young  men  are  the  hope  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  nation.  We  have  come  to  feel,  in  some 
measure,  the  urgency  of  the  duty,  and  the  magnificence  of  the 
opportunity  thus  set  before  us.  More  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand of  us  are  banded  together  in  these  associations,  which  we 
are  using  as  Gymnasia,  for  the  development  of  our  spiritual,  in- 
tellectual and  social  powers,  praying  God  that  we  may  be  well 
fitted  for  those  posts  of  duty  in  life's  great  arena,  which  our 
fathers  will  (alas,  too  soon !)  be  called  to  vacate,  and  we  to  fill. 
We  are  also  seeking  out  our  wandering  and  tempted  brothers 
in  town  and  country,  in  store  and  shop,  in  field  and  street;  we 
give  them  the  hand  of  brotherly  welcome ;  we  invite  them  to 
our  reading-rooms  and  libraries,  our  social  gatherings  and  con- 
certs, our  Bible-classes  and  prayer-meetings  and,  as  best  we 


may,  to  our  dear  Redeemer's  feet.  Only  one-tenth  of  our  fra- 
ternal bands  have  reported  in  figures  the  results  of  this  final  in- 
vitation during  the  past  year ;  and  their  reports  sum  up  2,835 
conversions. 

Beloved  Pastors,  make  yourselves  acquainted  with  our  work 
and  its  results.  Visit  our  rooms;  help  us  in  our  meetings; 
counsel  us ;  inspire  us :  if  need  be,  frankly  criticise  and  kindly 
admonish  us.  Do  anything  else  your  wisdom  may  suggest ; 
but  do  not  let  us  alone. 


Proceedings  otthe  Indianapolis  Convention.  A  pam- 
phlet containing  a  full  and  accurate  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  late  Convention  at  Indianapolis  has  just  been  published  by 
the  Executive  Committee.  A  list  of  the  804  Associations  which 
reported  to  Convention  with  interesting  statistics  of  each  is  ap- 
pended to  the  pamphlet.  Our  members  and  all  who  wish  to 
be  informed  of  our  work  should  possess  a  copy  of  this  document. 
In  the  discussions  at  Indianapolis  many  of  those  most  useful 
and  active  in  our  Associations  took  part.  Their  words  of  infor- 
mation and  council  on  the  important  topics  connected  with  our 
work  are  here  accurately  given.  This  little  pamphlet  indeed 
is  the  latest  volume  of  the  history  of  our  Associations  bringing 
the  record  down  to  June,  1870. 

Send  for  the  report  to  the  office  of  the  Committee  in  the 
Tract  Building,  Cor.  23d  St.  and  4th  Ave.,  New  York,  and  don't 
forget  to  enclose  the  price  which  is  60  cents  for  each  copy. 

Slow  to  believe  an  Evil  Report.  Our  cordial  thanks  are 
due  the  Editor  of  theNete  York  Christian  Advocate  for  taking 
courteous  and  friendly  notice  of  the  article  in  our  last  number 
entitled  "  An  error  corrected."    He  says : 

"Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  tho  late  General 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  held  in 
Indianapolis,  several  of  the  religious  papers  published  certain 
paragraphs  in  effect  charging  the  Convention  with  wrong  action 
with  regard  to  fraternization  with  colored  men.  Similar  para- 
graphs were  offered  to  us,  but  were  declined,  because  we  knew 
they  would  bear  untruthful  testimony  against  many  of  the 
best  Christian  workers  and  some  of  the  noblest  friends  of  our 
colored  brethren  in  the  country.  An  editorial  in  the  August 
number  of  the  Association  Monthly,  the  official  organ  of  the 
Convention,  places  the  whole  matter  in  its  true  light.  We 
quote : "  He  then  prints  in  full  the  article  in  our  last  number. 
We  hope  that  in  the  interest  of  truth  and  justice  still  further 
attention  may  be  called  to  the  correct  statement  of  the  position 
taken  by  our  Associations  in  regard  to  this  subject.  It  is  very 
difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  neutralize  and  destroy  a  false 
report  But  much  may  be  done  to  diminish  the  power  of  a 
slander  by  extensive  denial  in  the  press,  of  its  truthfulness. 

Professor  E.  Rbnevisb  of  the  Academy  of  Lausanne  in  Swit- 
zerland, brings  to  this  city  an  interesting  report  which  we 
publish  in  another  column  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Unions 
in  that  country.  A  part  of  his  errand  here  was  to  serve  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Evangelical  Alliance  in  this  city  which  has 
been  postponed  on  account  of  the  war  in  Europe.  Professor 
Renevier  is  also  the  bearer  of  credentials  and  salutations  from 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Unions  in  Switzerland  to  our  Asso- 
ciations in  this  country.  He  will  spend  some  months  here  in 
travel,  and  wherever  he  may  go  will  receive,  we  arc  sure,  a 
courteous  and  cordial  welcome.  Professor  Renevier  has  been 
an  active  and  efficient  member  of  the  Swiss  Associations  and 
was  for  some  time  editor  of  an  instructive  paper  published  by 
the  Unions  of  the  Canton  of  Vaud. 

Mr.  T.  James  Claxton,  President  of  the  Montreal  Associa- 
tion and  well  known  for  his  devoted  and  faithful  activity  in 
the  work  there,  lately  returned  home  from  a  visit  in  Europe. 
Wo  give  in  another  column  an  account  of  the  monthly  meeting 
at  which  he  resumed  his  official  duties,  cordially  welcomed  by 
his  associates  in  the  good  work. 
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CRYSTALIZATION. 

MBS.  B.  L.  CBOSBY. 

Crystals — in  silent  realms — afar 

From  ways  that  human  foot  hath  trod, 
Deep  in  the  wonder  house  of  God, 

Shut  out  from  sun,  or  moon,  or  star, 
Crystals  are  forming,  forming  slow : 

Long  to  the  daily  quest  no  change  appears, 
But  hardening,  hardening  through  the  years. 

True  adamant  at  last  they  grow. 
Crystals  are  forming.    Spirits  wise 

Watch  over  them  with  loving  care, 
"  Say  sister  spirit,  do  you  dare 

Believe  that  our  unsleeping  eyes 
Shall  be  rewarded  by  a  sphere 

Of  solid  light,  pure  as  the  gem 
That  on  a  queenly  diadem, 

The  central  brilliant  doth  appear  ?  " 
Crystals  t  nay,  characters,  are  forming  fast. 

Meanwhile  above  their  angels  keep 
Close  watch,  and  oft  are  fain  to  weep. 

And  question, "  Oh  at  last, 
Say  sister  spirit,  shall  we  bring 

This  soul  without  a  flaw  or  stain, 
Or  aught  the  purest  eyes  may  pain 

Into  the  presence  of  our  King  ?  " 

Bangor  Maine. 

"  Are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  for 
them,  who  shall  be  heirs  of  salvation." — Btb.  U :  14. 


ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  ROCKPORT. 

Conciliate  from  first  page. 

The  building  is  36x50  and  capable  of  seating  800  persons ; 
it  contains  three  apartments,  the  largest  being  occupied  by  the 
Association,  while  the  two  smaller  ones,  situated  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  entrance,  are  used  for  storage  purposes.  The  main 
room  contains  a  desk  or  pulpit,  together  with  seats  for  singers ; 
the  floor  is  carpeted,  and  the  walls  are  beautifully  frescoed. 
The  building  is  centrally  located  on  the  corner  of  Broadway 
and  School  Streets.  The  lot  upon  which  it  stands  measures 
100  sq.  ft,  and  is  also  owned  by  the  Association.  The  proper- 
ty has  increased  in  value,  and  is  worth  at  the  present  time 
$3,500.  Our  Association  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  has 
the  sympathies  of  the  majority  of  our  citizens.  We  number  93 
active  members.  The  Association  was  organized  in  December, 
1859. 

Oar  free  reading  room  is  open  every  evening  during1  the 
week,  Sundays  excepted.  All  are  welcomed  to  it,  our  prayer- 
meetings  are  held  every  Lord's  day  from  6  to  7  P.  M.,  also 
every  Tuesday  from  9  to  0  30  P.  M,  for  the  accommodation  of 
business  men  and  others  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege.  The  Association  maintains  a  series  of  meetings  at  a 
place  called  the  Farms,  where  God  has  blessed  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made,  and  many  have  found  hope  in  Christ,  and  ore 
working  earnestly  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master. 


Mb,  Robebt  Weidensall  the  Western  Agent  of  our  Assoda, 
tions  will  spend  the  next  three  months  in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota 
and  Iowa,  and  will  attend  the  State  Conventions  held  there  during 
that  period.  We  feel  confident  he  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome 
from  the  brethren  in  these  states,  who  will  pray  with  us  for  the 
Lord's  blessing  on  bis  labors.  Let  these  be  seconded  by  vigorous 
and  sustained  effort  on  the  part  of  all  interested  in  saving  young 
men,  and  the  visit  of  Mr.  Weidensall  will  result  in  benefit  and 
blessing  throughout  the  region  he  traverses. 

To  keep  the  lip, 

From  many  a  slip, 

Five  things  observe  with  care, 

Of  whom  you.  speak, 

To  whom  you  speak, 

And  how,  and  when,  and  where. 


(tertian  Sratmt  nf  ${p  jSfontjjlij. 

We  will  gladly  recetae  for  this  department  questions  on  subjects  connected  with 
the  work  of  oar  Associations ;  careful  attention  will  be  given  to  replies. 


Q.  How  shall  we  observe  the  day  of  prayer  next  November  ? 

Answer.  In  cities  and  large  town*.  (1)  Reprint  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee's circular  and  send  a  copy  to  each  pastor  adding  a  postscript 
ashing  each  to  announce  from  the  pulpit  on  the  first  Lord's  day  of 
November,  that  the  next  Sabbath  will  be  observed  as  a  day  of 
special  prayer  for  our  Associations  and  also  to  request  the  prayers 
of  the  families  and  members  of  their  congregation.  (2)  Secure  if 
possible  the  preaching  of  special  sermons  on  the  obligation  rest 
ing  on  Christian  young  men  to  labor  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
irreligious  young  men.  (3)  Hold  special  Association  Prayer 
meetings  at  hours  when  they  will  not  interfere  with  regular 
church  services. 

In  email  town*.  Arrange,  upon  conference  with  pastors,  for 
union  devotional  services.  Sermons  in  the  churches  on  the  above 
named  or  some  kindred  topics  would  be  desirable. 

Let  all  the  brethren  during  the  first  week  of  November  make 
the  thorough  and  fruitful  observance  of  this  day  a  special  subject 
of  earnest  importunate  prayer  in  their  closets 

Make  the  day  a  subject  of  conversation. 

Q.  I  am  President  of  an  Association  in  a  town  of  10,000  inhabi- 
tants. We  have  about  250  members  but  few  men  of  means.  We 
are  unable  to  pay  a  Secretary  who  shall  give  his  whole  time  to  the 
work.  How  shall  we  manage  to  keep  our  rooms  open  every  even- 
ing* 

Ant.  Secure  six  men  who  will  be  willing  to  devote  to  this  work 
an  evening  each  week.  Look  in  as  often  as  possible  if  only  for  a 
moment,  and  see  how  the  experiment  is  working. 

Q. — The  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee  in  a  town  of  20,000 
inhabitants  writes :  "  The  work  of  the  Association  is  large  and 
pressing  but  our  members  are  so  absorbed  in  business  that  the 
work  of  our  committees  is  not  properly  followed  up.  Would  you 
advise  us  to  get  a  secretary?    If  so,  where  and  howl" 

Ant. — Ton  should  have  a  secretary.  Engage  the  most  faithful 
and  intelligent  young  man  among  your  members.  Every  one  should 
contribute  something  to  his  salary.  This  may  not  furnish  enough 
and  in  that  event  annual  subscriptions  from  a  few  wealthy  citizens 
must  be  secured. 

Q. — Should  the  Recording  secretary  make  in  his  report  of  the 
monthly  meetings  a  minute  abstract  of  essays  and  addresses  ? 

Ant. — By  no  means.  The  statement  of  the  subject  with  the  name 
of  the  speaker  is  all  that  is  required  in  the  report. 

Q. — Our  secretory  is  a  most  excellent  and  devoted  man,  but  he 
talks  at  every  meeting,  occupying  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes. 
What  shall  we  dot 

Ant. — Adopt  the  five  minute  rule— if  this  has  not  been  done  al- 
ready by  the  Devotional  Committee — and  then  enforce  it.  If  he 
transgresses,  ring  him  down. 

Q. — We  are  without  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  Ought  we  to 
have  one  ? 

Ant. — Dissolve  the  Association  or  begin  without  delay  to  hold 
the  prayer  meeting,  daily  or  weekly,  or  both.  Form  also  a  Bible 
class  for  the  study  of  God's  word. 

Q. — Are  Glee  Clubs  in  our  Associations  desirable  ? 

Ant. Yes.  All  our  members  should  sing,  and  as  many  as  pos- 
sible be  competent  to  lead  in  song.  A  lively  and  vigorous  Glee 
Club  would  soon  increase  the  number  of  good  singers. 

Q, I  belong  to  an  Association  with  an  inefficient  President.    He 

has  not  for  a  year  attended  a  distinctively  religious  meeting  of  the 
Association.  He  was  re-elected  a  few  months  ago.  The  Associa- 
tion is  languishing.    What  ought  we  to  do  1 

Ant. — Let  the  best  man  among  you — one  combining  deepest 
piety  with  strongest  common  sense  and  in  whom  the  President 
himself  has  confidence — go  and  talk  kindly  with  your  presiding 
officer  and  suggest  that  he  resign  his  post 
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Sntfimits  from  tjji1  ^imjk  Btoting. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  oar  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  otber  offi- 
cers of  the  Associations  and  from  all  Interested  In  oar  dally  or  weekly  prayer- 
meetings  wo  will  welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurlng  or 
narrated  In  any  of  these  meetings. 


Converted  on  tee  Battlefield.  The  91st  Psalm  had  been 
read.  *'  I  never  hear  the  words  of  that  Psalm,"  said  a  young  man, 
"  without  thinking  of  a  friend,  the  bod.  of  praying  parents,  who  had 
become  a  scoffer  at  religious  truth.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  late  war  and  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  was  in  ono  of 
the  divisions  which  after  a  fierce  and  bloodly  struggle  was  driven 
back.  At  length,  on  a  hill  some  distance  in  the  rear  of  their  former 
position,  a  halt  was  made  of  the  thinned  ranks,  and  among  the 
articles  that  were  lying  scattered  about  in  confusion,  the  young 
man  carelessly  picked  up  a  book  and  opened  it.  It  was  somebody's 
pocket  Bible,  lost  or  thrown  away  in  the  fight  or  flight,  and  his 
eyes  fell  upon  the  words  :  •  "  A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and 
ten  thoutand  at  thy  right  luind  ;  but  it  thall  not  come  nigh  thee." 
He  looked  around  him — there  were  the  slain  and  the  wounded,  bro- 
ken arms  and  weapons  and  scattered  accoutrements.  Men  were 
missing  from  his  side  but  he  was  untouched.  Those  words  that 
seemed  so  wonderfully  to  fit  his  case,  fastened  themselves  in  his 
mind  and  produced  an  ineffacable  conviction  of  the  power  and 
goodness  of  God.  He  was  led  to  seek  and  find  the  Saviour  who 
had  preserved  him  in  the  hour  of  peril." 

[Dally  prayer  meeting.  Y.  M.  0.  A.  Fooghkecpsle,  N.  T.) 

A  Joyful  Meeting.  Two  young  men,  associates  in  the  pursuit 
of  worldly  pleasure,  parted  many  months  ago  at  the  door  of  a  li- 
quor saloon.  They  met  a  little  while  ago  near  the  rooms  of  our  Asso- 
ciation, and  one  with  earnest  entreaty  asked  his  friend  to  join  him 
in  a  new  life  he  had  been  leading  ever  since  he  wandered  into  our 
daily  prayer  meeting  and  heard  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  calling  him  to  his  blessed  service.  What  was  his  surprise 
to  find  his  comrade  was  a  sharer  in  the  same  hope  and  faith.  So 
they  went  together  in  joyful  accord  to  our  daily  prayer  meeting 
where  one  recounted  the  joyful  experience  of  both.  They  had 
parted  on  the  dizzy  verge  of  a  life  devoted  to  unsatisfying  pleasure 
and  ending  in  eternal  misery.  They  met  to  give  thanks  and  pray 
together  in  a  room  that  had  proved  to  both  of  them  "  the  gateway 

to  heaven." 

[Dally  Prayer  Meeting  Cincinnati,  Ohio.] 

"I  Was  a  stbakoeii,  and  tb  took  me  in."  A  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  with  his  wife  wandered  into  our  daily  prayer 
meeting.  When  those  who  wished  tbe  prayers  of  Christians  were 
asked  to  rise  the  wife  was  among  those  who  responded,  and  tar- 
ried with  a  few  who  remained  after  the  meeting  to  offer  special 
prayer  with  and  for  those  desiring  it.  She  then  and  there  found 
peace  in  believing.  "  God  sent  me  here,"  she  exclaimed, "  we  were 
passing  through  your  city  and  seeing  the  notice  of  the  meeting 
came  in  for  a  moment  I  have  been  thinking  of  the  subject  for 
three  months,  and  I  thank  God  He  has  led  me  to  give  my  heart 
to  Him."  Her  husband  said :  "  I  truly  rejoice  in  this  event.  I 
shall  put  nothing  in  my  wife's  way." 

[Dally  Prayer  Meeting,  Boston,  Mass.] 

Boys'  Prayeb  Meeting.  The  Salem  Association  have  held  a 
Boys'  Prayer  meeting  every  Saturday  evening  for  nearly  a  year.  It 
is  under  the  control  of  one  of  the  officers  who  is  the  only  adult  pres- 
ent. This  brother  is  an  earnest  and  efficient  Sabbath  school  teach- 
er of  boys,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  efforts  among  them. 
The  secret  of  his  success  is  a  suitable  sympathy  and  familiarity  with 
them.  He  takes  them  on  long  walks  through  the  fields,  fishes  and 
boats  with  them  and  calls  upon  them  in  their  stores  and  homes. 
There  are  130  boys  who  have  put  down  their  names  as  attendants 
upon  this  meeting,  over  80  of  whom  are  Christians. 

Many  incidents  have  occurred  illustrative  of  the  power  of  their 
Christianity  to  keep  them  in  temptations  and  trials  peculiar  to  boy 
life.  We  believe  this  to  be  striking  at  the  root.  Our  organization 
has  beon  rightly  termed  a  preventive  of  evil  not  only  a  reformatory 
institution.  Take  the  boys  and  keep  them  from  becoming  bad  men 
and  you  have  the  futuro  of  a  well  sustained  Association. 

L.  P.  Borland,  Jb,  Cor.  Member  for  Mass 


<6iutrs  niiu  \\vx  (gifts. 

Mb.  Chesteb  Adams,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  recently  deceased,  be- 
queathed to  the  Episcopal  Society  for  the  Increase  of  the  Min- 
istry, $5,000 ;  Christ  (.Jhurch  parish,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor, 
$10,000 ;  St.  Andrews,  Bloomfiold,  $5,000 ;  Widows'  Home,  Hart- 
ford, $5,000 ;  Trinity  College,  the  Board  of  Foreign  and  Domwrtic 
Missions,  and  the  Hartford  Hospital,  are  made  residuary  legatees. 
It  is  believed  that  they  will  each  receive  between  $40,000  and 
$50,000. 

Mr.  Henry  Weibel,  of  Haddenfield,  N.  J.,  left  bequests  to  the 
following  institutions :  Indigent  Widows'  and  Single  Woman's  Soci- 
ety of  Philadelphia,  $8,621 ;  Camden  Home  for  Friendless  Chil- 
dren, $7,000  ;  Old  Men's  Home  of  Philadelphia,  $8,786 ;  Philadel- 
phia Orphan  Asylum,  $4,000;  Pennsylvania  Asylum  for  Poor 
Widows,  $3,458 ;  Institution  for  the  Blind,  $4,017. 

Col.  E.  B.  and  Henry  Morgan,  of  Aurora,  N.  T.,  two  brothers, 
have  given  to  the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  that  village  the 
sum  of  $20,000  to  be  permanently  invested,  and  the  interest  to  be 
applied  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel  in  that  church. 

Mr.  Samuel  Holmes,  of  Montclair,  X.  J„  has  established  a 
scholarship  in  the  Yale  Scientific  School  at  New  Haven,  and  has 
secured  the  establishment  of  four  other  scholarships,  one  for  each 
of  the  academical  classes. 

Mb.  M.  K.  Jessup,  of  New  York,  has  presented  the  sum  of 
$2,500  to  Columbia  (S.  C.)  Theological  Seminary,  for  a  Scholarship 
to  be  called,  in  honor  of  his  father, "  The  Charles  Jessup  Scholar- 
ship." 

Messrs.  James  Suydam  and  Gardner  A.  Sage  have  subscribed, 
the  former  fifty  thousand  and  the  latter  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars to  Rutgers  Theological  Seminary.  Mr.  Eugene  Van  Rens- 
selaer, of  Albany,  gives  $5,000 

Mr.  John  O.  Brown,  of  Philadelphia  has  subscribed  $50,000  to 
the  Presbyterian  Memorial  Fund,  $1000  of  which  is  to  be  devoted 
to  the  enlargement  of  the  Publication  House  in  that  city. 

Mrs.  S.  D.  Child,  who  died  on  the  23d,  inst.,  bequeathed 
$80,000  to  Hamilton  College.  Her  husband,  who  died  a  few  years 
ago,  gave  $30,000  to  the  same  institution. 

The  Marquis  of  Westminster,  who  warmly  exerts  himself 
in  the  cause  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  London,  has  given  a  piece  of 
land  valued  at  $16,000,  in  that  city  for  a  new  church  fur  mutes- 
Mr.  F.  L.  A.  Piche,  of  San  Francisco,  has  decided  to  present  to 
the  University  of  California  his  private  collection  of  minerals,  valued 
at  $60,000. 

Mr.  Jacob  P.  Gtbabd  of  Poughkeepsie,  left  $30,000  to  endow  a 
Professorship  of  Natural  History,  and  $2,000  to  procure  a  collection 
of  North  American  birds,  for  Vassar  College. 

Commodore  Yanderbilt  has  recently  purchased  the  Mercer 
St  Presbyterian  Church  in  New  York,  for  $50,000  and  presented  it 
to  the  "  Church  of  Strangers,"  of  which  Rev.  Dr.  Deems  is  pastor. 
Mr.  John  Bertram,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  has  purchased  an  estate  in 
that  city  for  $9,500  and  presented  it  to  the  South  Congregational 
church  for  a  parsonage. 

A  lady  has  given  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  for  the 
Episcopal  Seabury  Mission  in  Minnesota,  of  which  Bishop  Whip 
pie  has  charge. 

Mr.  Henry  Clews,  banker,  of  New  York,  has  given  $2,000  for 
an  organ  in  Princeton  College  Chapel, 

Mb.  A.  Champion  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  has  given  $10,000  to  the 
Presbyterian  Memorial  Fund. 

Mr.  Parrott,  inventor  of  the  celebrated  gun  by  that  name 
donated  to  the  Cold  Spring  (N.  Y.)  Methodist  church  the  lots  on 
which  their  new  building  has  just  been  erected. 

Dr.  Samuel  Merritt  has  given  a  lot  worth  $10,000  to  the  St. 
Paul's  Episcopal  society  of  Oakland,  Cal. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Warren  contributes  $10,000  towards  the  new  Con- 
gregational church  at  Waltham,  Mass. 

TBE  amount  of  the  contributions  to  the  forty  principal  charit- 
able societies  in  the  country  last  year  was  $6,412,987. 
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The  Open  Air  Services  held  in  Rockport,  Mass.,  on  the 
public  square  each  Sabbath,  have  been  well  attended.  At  one  of 
these,  writes  a  correspondent:  "  The  pastors  of  all  the  Evangelical 
Churches  who  are  all  live  working  members  of  the  Association, 
joined  in  the  exercises,  and  powerful  appeals  were  made  to  young 
men,  setting  forth  the  baneful  effects  of  an  intemperate  life,  and 
urging  the  acceptance  of  Christ  as  the  Saviour  from  this  and  every 
sin.    A  cordial  invitation  to  the  rooms  of  the  Association  was  also 


extended  to  those  present, 
an  influential  work." 


The  Association  though  small  isrloing 


GEMS  FBOM  THOMAS  FULLER. 
"  What  maketh  tale  bearers  so  many  and  their  tales  so  long,  but 
that  such  persons  are  sensible  that  others  are  pleasingly  affected 
with  their  talk." 

"  Detractors,  perceiving  that  killing  their  neighbor's  credits  is  ac- 
ceptible  to  others  are  encouraged  thereby  to  imbrue  their  tongues 
in  the  murdering  of  more  reputations." 

" '  Let  another  praise  thee,  and  not  thine  own  mouth  t'  How 
large  are  the  penmen  of  the  Scripture  in  relating  their  own  faults  > 
how  concise  (if  at  all)  in  penning  their  own  praises." 

"  Our  deeds  of  piety  ought  to  bo  continued  without  interruption 
or  ceasing.  Some  men  there  be  whose  charitable  deeds  arc  as  rare 
as  an  eclipse  or  a  blazing  star ;  these  men  deserve  to  be  pardoned 
for  their  pious  deeds  they  are  so  seldom  guilty  of  them." 

"  'A  whet  it  no  lei ' — saith  the  proverb ;  mowers  lose  not  any  time 
which  they  spend  in  whetting  or  grinding  of  their  scythes.  Our 
prayer  to  God  in  the  morning  before  we  enter  on  any  business, 
doth  not  hinder  us  in  our  day's  work,  but  rather  whets  it,  sharpens 
it,  sets  an  edge  on  our  dull  souls,  and  make  our  minds  to  under- 
take our  labors  with  the  greater  alacrity." 

The  hen  with  her  wings  broods  her  chickens  and  makes  them 
thereby  to  thrive  and  grow.  In  summer  her  wings  are  a  canopy 
to  keep  her  chickens  from  the  heat  of  the  scorching  sun,  and  in 
winter  they  are  a  mantle  to  defend  them  from  the  injury  of  the 
piercing  cold ;  so  God's  providence  and  protection  makes  his  chil- 
dren to  sprout,  thrive  and  prosper  under  it.  In  prosperity  God's 
providence  keepeth  them  from  the  heat  of  pride  in  adversity  it  pre- 
serveth  them  from  being  benumbed  with  frozen  despair." 

"  It  is  generally  conceived  that  the  gospel  of  St.  Mark  was  in- 
dited by  the  Apostle  Peter,  and  that  from  his  mouth  it  was  writ- 
ten by  the  hand  of  Mark  whose  name  it  now  beareth ;  if  so,  then 
we  may  observe  that  Peter's  denying  of  his  Master,  with  all  the 
circumstances  thereof,  his  cursing  and  swearing,  is  more  largely 
related  in  the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark  than  in  any  other :  but  as  for  his 
repentance  it  is  set  down  more  shortly  there  than  in  other  gospels. 

So  short  are  God's  servants  in  giving  an  account  of  their  own 
commendations,  which  they  leave  to  be  related  by  the  mouths  of 
others."— 


"  He  who  recognizes  his  king  under  the  coarse  garb  of  a^  peasant 
will  receive  him  very  differently  from  another,  who,  thinking  he 
sees  only  a  person  of  low  degree,  treats  him  accordingly.  In  the 
same  way  the  soul  which  sees  the  will  of  God  tfethe  smallest 
things  and  in  things  the  most  trying  and  QVftivsfefilming,  receives 
them  all  with  joy  and  reverence." 

"Have  you  a  want  for  any  dear  to  yost;.  God  has  pro\nised  you 
shall  not  want ;  if  your  demand  is  not.  exactly  answer'jd  you  shall 
receive  something  better,  it  shall  be  satisfied"  Some  one  has  said, 
'  God  never  took  an  apple  fron*,  me  without  gmr^g  an  orange  in 
its  place." 


fees. 


God  sends  largo  aw*,  rpngh.  billows  to  dash  us  on  the  pnwv 


Mb.  Spubqbon  on  Wab.  Alluding  to  the  work  and  mission 
of  George  Fox,  the  founder  of  tho  Society  of  Friends,  Mr.  Spurgeon 
says: 

"  George  Fox  has  left  us  a  third  great  legacy  namely,  his  testi- 
mony against  the  abomination  of  war.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear 
of  a  soldier  being  a  Christian :  I  am  always  sorry  to  hear  of  a 
Christian  being  a  soldier.  Whenever  I  hear  of  a  man  who  is  in 
the  profession  of  arms  being  converted,  I  rejoice ;  but  whenever  I 
hear  of  a  converted  man  taking  up  the  profession  of  arms,  I  mourn. 
If  there  be  anything  clear  in  Scripture,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  it 
is  for  a  Christian  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  carnal  weapons,  and 
how  it  is  that  the  great  mass  of  Christiandom  do  not  see  this  I  can 
not  understand ;  surely  it  must  be  through  the  blinding  influences 
of  the  society  in  which  the  Christian  church  is  cast.  But  Fox's 
singularly  clear,  mental  vision  could  see  that  to  buckle  on  the  car- 
nal sword  was  virtually  to  be  disobedient  to  Christ. 

'  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  else  would  my  servants  fight.' 
May  the  day  come  when  war  shall  be  regarded  as  the  most  atro- 
cious of  all  crimes,  and  when  for  a  Christian  man,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  take  part  in  it  shall  be  considered  as  an  abjuration 
of  his  principles.  The  day  may  be  far  distant,  but  it  will  come 
when  men  shall  learn  war  no  more ;  a  right  view  of  the  true  char- 
acter of  war  may  hasten  that  happy  era." 

This  ootj  thing  I  do.  Dr.  Chalmers  f  aid :  "  Unless  I  make 
religion  my  great  and  engrossing  concern,  I  shall  be  a  stranger  to 
all  solid  peace  and  enjoyment.  I  have  at  times  caught  a  glimpse 
of  the  comfort  which  it  yields  to  the  spirit,  when  I  merge  my 
will  into  God's  will — when  I  resolve  to  have  no  will  of  my  own 
separate  from  God.  I  feel  quite  assured  that  this  renunciation  of 
self,  and  entire  devotion  to  God's  service,  would  give  a  simplicity 
and  grandeur  to  my  existence — would  throw  an  unclouded  sun- 
shine over  all  my  ways — would  raise  me  above  the  cares  and  prov- 
ocations of  this  life — would  enhance  even  my  sensible  gratifica- 
tions and  superadd  those  gratifications  of  a  higher  order  which  con- 
stitute the  main  and  essential  blessedness  of  heaven.  0  my  God, 
may  it  be  thus  with  me  I  Call  me  out  of  nature's  darkness  into 
thine  own  marvellous  light  Give  me  to  aspire  after  the  graces, 
and  to  hold  forth  to  my  acquaintances  and  above  all  to  my  children, 
the  example  of  all  righteousness.  Conform  me  to  the  Gospel  econ- 
omy under  which  I  sit — that  as  Christ  died  for  sin  I  may  die  to  it — 
that  as  he  rose  again,  I  may  rise  to  newness  of  life,  and  feel  it  my 
meat  and  drink  to  do  Thy  will." 

Death  Mat  be  Near.  Lord  Aberdeen,  on  the  last  day  of  hia 
life,  wrote  to  Mr.  Murray  instructing  him  to  print  some  copies  of  a 
small  leaflet  which  he  had  drawn  up  entitled,  "  Duati>  may  be- 
near."  We  quote  its  last  paragraph.  Uttered  as  it  wo^e  from  the 
tomb,  the  word*  fall  with  deep  solemnity  on  the  ear-  :■ 

"  Death  may  be  near  at  hand,  how  near  thou  knpwest  not.  It 
may  be  this  hour,  this  moment ;  but  should  it  be-  this  moment 
where  would  thy  soul  be  ?  Thou  canst  apt  serve  God  and  Mam- 
mon! In  vain  dost  thou  profess  to  serve  God,  if  thou  art  doing 
nothing  for  him.  Art  thou,  like  Jesuit  g«ing  about  doing  good  t 
Dost  thou  visit  the  sick,  pity  the.  poor,  and  art  thou  seeking  with 
all  thine  heart,  thine  own  sanation,,  and  that  of  those  around 
thoet" 

"  If  the  furnace  of  aftUettoa  made  the  first  believers  need  exhor. 
tation  to  patience,  how-  nwh  more  should  the.  church  now  need  It 
when  she  is  throwa  into  the  furnace-  of  prosperity." 

«*  Surely  waje  we  permitted  to  be  a  rivulet  of  consolation  to  any 
afilicted  child  of  God,  and  one  drop  in  tho  ooeajv  of  his  glory,  we 
should  not  have  lived  In  vain." 

•«  We  are  living  epistles,  lent  to  the  world  from  God's  library,  to 
teach  a  particuhw  subject-to  manifest  the  Christian's  glorious 
hope,"  ^^ 

«  We  should  bo  looking  at  <w<A  as  from  hfiavn  Instead  of  looking 
ai  heaven  from  earth." 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Of  For  this  department  we  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  all  oar  As- 
sociations. Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come:— 

1,  New  features  In  the  work. 

9,  News  of  Conventions. 

8,  Interesting  Incidents. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

fi.  Communities  awakened. 

t.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 
|    7,  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
'    tVCommunlcatlons  for  any  Number  should  reach  our  office  beforo  the  middle 
of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  such  number  appears . 


JJews  of  Associations. 


Our  correspond- 
Hall,  sends  us  the  fol- 


AT  HOME. 
A  good  Method  of  Raising  Money, 

lag  member  at  Washington,  Rev.  Geo.  A 
lowing  interesting  story : 

"  The  question  of  finance  is  alwavs  a  difficult  one  to  settle.  Our 
new  finance  Committee  last  June  decided  to  try  a  new  plan.  It  had 
been  the  custom  to  raise  money  for  our  current  expenses,  by  a 
great  effort  at  the  expiration  of  each  year.  But  now  they  appointed 
one  man  in  each  church  a  financial  agent  who  was  to  canvass 
the  entire  male  membership  of  his  church  with  a  subscription 
paper  on  which  was  inscribed  a  promise  to  pay  a  stipulated  sum 
each  year  for  the  expenses  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion. We  called  these  agents  to  meet  with  the  Board,  many  of 
them  were  new  men  among  us.  After  a  plain  statement,  of  the 
case  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  from 
the  President  and  others,  rehearsing  our  wants.  Each  one  was 
asked  to  respond  and  say  whether  he  would  aid  us ;  an  hour  was 
spent  in  asking  and  answering  questions  giving  explanations  as 
well  as  in  singing  and  prayer.  We  then  adjourned  to  our  gymna- 
sium where  refreshments  had  been  provided.  We  had  a  very 
pleasant  time  about  the  table  enjoying  mutual  introductions  and 
social  intercourse,  and  closing  with  song  and  prayer.  We  felt  as 
if  we  had  held  a  small  convention.  The  result  is  that  in  one  church 
alone  over  $250  has  been  subscribed  by  new  members.  A  careful 
canvass  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  churches  in  our  smaller 
towns  would  greatly  help  feeble  Associations,  if  their  work  is  such 
as  to  commend  them  to  its  people." 

Lively  Report  from  Pittsburg,  Pa.  From  the  Report 
of  the  Associations  in  Pennsylvania  published  last  summer  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  that  State,  we  take  the  following  account 
of  the  Association  in  Pittsburg : 

"  Number  of  members,  700.    Have  just  moved  into  new  rooms 

the  finest  Association  rooms  and  best  adapted  for  the  purpose  in 
the  State.  Are  collecting  a  library ;  have  fifty-four  daily  papers  on 
file,  and  almost  a  hundred  weekly  and  monthly.  Have  a 
daily  noon  and  daily  evening  prayer  meeting  at  rooms  well 
attended ;  the  evening  prayer  meeting  from  9  to  10  P.  M.  God  has 
been  greatly  blessing  us ;  during  the  past  six  weeks  thirty  or  forty 
have  asked  an  interest  in  prayer,  and  a  large  number  have,  we  hope, 
been  converted.  The  meetings  are  unusually  interesting.  Notices 
of  our  meetings,  by  the  thousands,  have  been  distributed  in  drink- 
ing and  billiard  saloons  and  in  hotels ;  on  the  streets  at  night,  and  in 
shops,  stores  and  factories  during  the  day.  The  attendants  are 
mostly  those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  attending  prayer  meetings. 
A  daily  evening  prayer  meeting  at  Young  Men's  Home ;  a  Satur- 
day night  prayer-meeting  at  the  rooms,  largely  attended ;  weekly 
prayer  meetings  at  Soldiers'  Home,  and  from  10  to  1$  cottage 
prayer  meetings  each  week  in  all  parts  of  the  .city.  These  meetings 
have  been  the  means  of  bringing  many  to  Christ.  A  weekly  Bible 
class  at  Soldiers'  Home  are  now  carrying  on  a  course  of  lectures 
at  our  rooms ;  a  course  of  sermons  to  young  men  in  the  churches, 
and  a  series  of  musical  and  literary  entertainments  at  the  rooms. 
Monthly  business  meetings  are  interesting  and  well  attended. 
Have  a  large  and  rapidly  increasing  band  of  earnest  workere ; 
membership  rapidly  increasing,  sixty-one  added  this  month.  Are 
making  arrangements  for  an  active  out  door  work  this  summer. 
The  Association  Committee  have  assisted  in  organizing  eleven  As- 
sociations during  the  winter." 


An  Interesting  Monthly  Meeting.  The  July  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Pittsburgh  Association  is  worthy  of  special  mention. 
President  H.  K.  Porter  occupied  the  chair.  Brief  and  encouraging 
reports  were  listened  to  from  the  various  committees  on  the  cottage. 
The  daily  noon  and  Saturday  night  prayer  meetings  and  those 
held  at  the  Young  Men's  Home,  the  Soldiers'  Home,  and  the  Wi- 
dows'Home,  all  of  which  are  well  sustained.  The  Employment 
Bureau,  open  air  meetings  and  the  Free  Library  were  also  re- 
ported. Two  sustaining,  one  associate  and  eleven  active  members 
were  voted' in. 

Stirring  accounts  were  then  given  of  the  Indianapolis  Conven- 
tion by  Major  Frew,  Messrs.  W.  P.  Jennings,  T.  K.  Cree,  and  T. 
K.  Logan,  followed  by  the  President. 

Activity  in  Saginaw,  Mich,  to  the  recent  annual  meeting 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  President  H.  L.  Harrison  read 
an  interesting  report  of  the  work  of  the  year,  which  is  given  in 
the  Saginaw  Enterprise. 

"June  15,  this  Association  took  under  its  charge  the  Union  Mis- 
sion Sunday  School  which  then  had  an  attendance,  including  teach- 
ers, of  86.  It  now  has  enrolled  135.  The  *  First  Ward  Mission,'* 
was  started  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
Association,  and  Brother  J.  T.  Hall  as  superintendent  and  now 
a  large  attendance  is  the  result.  In  regard  to  the  Mission  School  I 
would  recommend  that  the  Mission  Committee  take  immediate 
steps  to  have  a  building  erected  upon  the  lot  given  to  this  associa 
tion  for  that  purpose,  thereby  enabling  us  to  reach  those  now 
destitute  of  religious  instruction. 

The  colored  Baptist  church  is  supplied  with  a  lay  preacher  from 
this  Association,  and  as  the  result  of  his  labors  the  congregation 
has  doubled.  This  is  outside  of  our  rooms.  Let  us  now  look 
within. 

Our  street  meetings  have  not  been  held  as  often  as  they  should 
have  been,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  looked  to  in  the  future. 
This  Association  was  the  first  to  send  the  gospel  to  tho  prisoners 
in  the  jail,  and  those  that  have  worked  in  this  field  report  an  en- 
couraging reception  by  the  prisoners. 

Here  we  find  a  dally  morning  prayer-meeting.  The  attendance  ' 
is  not  as  large  as  it  should  be,  but  the  meetings  are  full  of  interest. 
Our  young  people's  prayer  meeting  that  is  held  every  Sunday  af- 
ternoon at  6  o'clock  has  accomplished  much  good.  Our  reading- 
room  is  supplied  with  a  large  amount  of  religious  and  other  read- 
ing matter.  I  would  recommend  the  "  Association  Monthly"  as  a 
paper  to  which  every  member  of  the  Association  should  subscribe. 

After  the  President's  report  directors  were  elected.  Immediate- 
ly  the  Board  assembled  and  chose  for  the  ensuing  year:  President, 
Lucius  C.  Storrs;  Vice-President,  Chas.  T.  Wickes;  Treasurer, 
John  T.  Hall ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Geo.  B.  Wiggins ;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Riley  L.  Jones. 

A  Printed  Slip  of  about  the  size  of  one  of  our  advertising 
columns,  has  been  just  put  forth  by  the  Association  in  Biddeford, 
Maine.  It  is  headed  B.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  contains  a  list  of  the  offi- 
cers elected  at  the  late  annual  meeting,  Monday  ovening,  July  25, 
187a  The  peculiar  feature  of  the  document  is  that  after  the  name 
of  each  officer  is  printed  in  fine  type  the  section  of  the  constitution 
defining  that  officer's  duties.  In  the  hands  of  each,  it  becomes  a 
constant  reminder  of  the  pledgeto  activity  given  by  the  acceptance 
of  the  position  of  trust  he  holds.  It  is  also  a  warning  against  re- 
garding any  office  a  sinecure. 

Reaching  the  Penitent  ary.  Steps  have  been  taken  to 
secure  the  consent  of  the  authorities  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  the  State  Penitentiary,  at 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  Chaplain  of  the  institution  is  warmly  inter- 
ested  in  the  movement,  and  is  sanguine  of  its  early  success. 

The  Hymn  Book  approved  by  the  Convention  at  Indianapo- 
lis, was  at  a  late  monthly  meeting  endorsed  by  the  Association  in 
this  city  and  commended  to  members  for  their  use.     The  first 
I  edition  has  been  exhausted  and  the  second  will  soon  be  issued. 
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Annual  Report  in  Chicago.  At  the  late  annual  meeting 
of  the  Chicago  Association,  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody  presiding,  the  follow- 
ing  facts  were  reported  : 

The  number  of  members  of  the  Association  April  1, 1870,  was  as 
follows : 

Active : 487 

Associate 315 

Auxiliary 66 

life 284 


Total. 


,1,003 


The  Employment  Bureau  reports  the  whole  number  of  situations 
found  during  the  year,  including  both  sexes,  5,081 ;  of  which  num- 
ber there  were  3,119  Americans,  479  English,  495  German,  1,299 
Irish,  510  Swedes,  815  Norwegians,  210  Danes,  118  French,  31 
Welsh,  5  Italians,  66  Canadians,  and  46  of  other  nationalities, 
besides  888  whose  nationality  was  not  ascertained.  Twenty-five 
families  have  been  furnished  homes  daring  the  year. 

The  Devotional  Committee  report  the  maintenance  and  growing 
interest  of  the  daily  noon  prayer-meeting.  The  attendance  aver- 
aged nearly  one  hundred  during  the  year.  It  has  become  a  North- 
western gathering  instead  of  a  local  one. 

The  Mission  Committee  report  the  work  as  in  a  prosperous  and 
encouraging  condition.  The  cost  of  papers,  tracts,  and  other 
religions  reading  distributed  gratuitously  last  year  amounted  to 
$3,000 

The  Association  publishes  two  monthly  papers — The  Heavenly 
Tiding*  and  Everybody' » Paper.  There  are  8,886  volumes  in  the 
library. 

Seven  paid  lectures  have  been  given.  The  net  receipts  for  the 
course  during  the  year  were  $2,959.  The  Executive  Committee 
recommend  a  course  of  scientific  lectures.  The  free  lecturers  receive 
the  thanks  of  the  Association  for  their  valuable  services. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  it  appears  that  the  Association  has 


Received. 

From  members $1,841 

Lectures 2,259 

Employment 300 

Church  collections 778 

Sabbath  evening  meetings  1,180 

Miscellaneous 513 

Donations  (Missions) 5,802 


12,066 


Expended 
Employment  Bureau. ...  $1,644 
-Sabbath  evening  meetings    200 
Office  expenses,  salaries,  &c,  7,768 
Missions 8,839 


12,046 


The  indebtedness  of  the  Association  outside  the  debt  resting  on 
the  building  is  reported  at  $2,982. 

Work  in  E.  Cambridge,  Mass.  The  President  of  the  E. 
Cambridge  Mass.  Association  writes  to  the  Boston  Daily  News  an 
interesting  account  of  their  work: 

"  A  Sabbath  School  is  held  at  the  Jail  every  Sabbath  morning 
which  is  well  sustained  by  a  faithful  corps  of  teachers.  About  one 
hundred  of  the  prisoners  attend  regularly,  and  all  manifest  a  deep 
interest  in  the  study  of  the  Bible.  We  hold  a  concert  on  the  third 
Sabbath  of  every  month.  The  exercises  consist  of  recitations  from 
the  Scriptures,  singing  by  a  choir  of  children,  and  by  the  prison- 
ers, and  short  addresses.  These  occasions  are  of  special  interest  to 
the  prisoners.  They  are  often  moved  to  tears,  as  the  presence  of 
the  children  and  their  singing  reminds  them  of  home  and  loved 
ones.  Several  conversions  have  taken  place.  Mr.  Adams,  the 
keeper,  has  been  very  kind,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  aid  us  in 
the  work.  Tracts  are  furnished  every  Sabbath,  and  testaments 
are  given  to  those  who  go  out. 

Our  young  men  every  Sabbath  morning  visit  the  wharves,  dis- 
tributing little  books  and  cards  of  invitation  to  the  several  church- 


es and  to  an  opon  air  meeting.  Cottage  meetings  are  held  from 
week  to  week  with  those  who  request  them,  and  God  has  gra- 
ciously blessed  these  meetings. 

Our  open  air  meetings  in  front  of  the  Putnam  school  house,  are 
largely  attended,  and  we  are  reaching  a  good  number  of  those  who 
have  no  Sabbath  home. 

Our  field  is  a  missionary  one,  and  we  hope  soon  to  occupy  it 
more  effectively.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  gather  in  the  Portu- 
gese and  Germans,  of  whom  we  have  a  large  number. 

We  hope  the  coming  season  to  have  a  couiseof  lectures,  which 
will  be  interesting  and  profitable  to  the  masses,  and  to  make  them 
free  to  all  who  will  join  the  association." 

From  Worcester, Mass.,  a  correspondent  writes:  "Dur- 
ing the  warm  weather  our  suburban  meetings  have  continued  with 
but  little  interruption  and  they  «re  generally  well  attended.  It 
has  been  found  expedient  to  discontinue  the  meetings  at  one  school 
district  for  the  present.  Our  rooms  are  often  visited  by  strangers. 
Our  Committee  on  visitation  of  the  sick,  under  the  direction  of  the 
energetic  Chairman,  are  doing  a  good  work.  The  open  air  meet- 
ing on  the  common  is  held  three  times  a  week  with  good  results. 
One  conversion  this  summer,  whereof  the  brethren  of  the  Baltimore 
Association  have  doubtless  heard.  The  mission  schools  are  flour- 
ishing. Oar  small  Biblical  library  has  just  received  some  valua- 
ble books,  thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  some  of  the  ladies.  Our 
rooms  at  the  Saturday  evening  meetings  are  usually  crowded. 
The  Tuesday  evening  meetings  are  growing  in  Interest.  We  are 
alive  and  the  community  know  it." 

Organization  at  Selma,  Ala.  A  correspondent  from 
Selma,  Ala.,  sends  the  following  welcome  and  cheerful  incident, 
the  earnest  we  hope  of  many  similar  items  of  news : 

Since  the  visit  of  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall,  in  the  interest  of  the  T.  M.  C. 
A  and  as  the  result  of  that  visit,  an  organization  has  been  effect- 
ed in  Selma,  which  now  embraces  some  200  active  and  associate 
members.  At  the  election  of  officers  Mr.  P.  G.  Wood,  was  chosen 
President ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Ward,  Vice-President ;  Mr.  W.  E.  Waller, 
Corresponding  Secretary ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  P.  Armstrong,  Treasurer. 
Devotional,  Mission  and  other  active  committees  were  appointed. 
Social  prayer  meetings,  in  locations  convenient  to  the  working  and 
poorer  classes,  are  held  with  a  view  to  mission  Sabbath  school 
organization.  And  such  other  active  work  as  presents  itself  in  an 
interior  town  of  this  size  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  soon  attempted. 

New  Rooms  Dedicated.  In  Burlington,  Vt.,  July  15,  new 
and  commodious  rooms  for  the  Association  were  opened  and  dedi- 
cated in  Wheeler's  block  west  of  the  Park.  The  audience  room  is 
50x20  feet  fronting  the  Park,  while  the  windows  in  the  rear  afford 
a  beautiful  lake  view.  The  library  room  is  80x20  feet  and  a  com- 
mittee room  in  the  rear  of  the  library  is  30x20  feet.  In  addition  to 
these  three  are  a  number  of  smaller  rooms.  All  are  supplied  with 
water  and  gas.  Engravings  and  mottoes  are  tastefully  arranged 
along  the  walls  adding  much  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  rooms. 
President  W.  B.  Lund  presided  at  the  opening  and  stated  that 
the  Association  since  its  organization  in  1866,  has  increased  its 
membership  from  9  to  over  200.  The  rooms  have  been  leased  for 
three  years,  the  annual  rental  being  $275,  and  the  cost  of  furnish- 
ing, &&,  is  $536. 

After  interesting  services  and  addresses,  an  appropriate  hymn 
composed  for  the  occasion  was  sung  of  which  the  following  is  a 

part. 

Lord  let  Thy  Otraroh  at  length  be  strong 

In  primal  ononess ;  let  It  wage 
No  dubious  warfare  with  the  wrong 
That  riots  through  a  yielding  age. 

At  Thy  Inspiring  voloe  still  heard. 

Where  whitening  fields  are  multiplied, 
O,  let  a  common  seal  be  stirred 

In  hearts  by  common  faith  allied. 
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News  of  Associations. 


The  Organization  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  of  a  now  Associ- 
ation is  reported  by  Mr.  Alvaro  F.  Gibbens,  Corresponding  Mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Society  has  already  a  mem- 
bership of  above  50.  They  are  about  to  open  rooms  soon.  They 
hold  meetings  every  week  and  a  course  of  sermons  to  young  men 
is  to  be  arranged  for  under  their  auspices. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Interesting  from  Montreal.  At  the  monthly  meeting 
in  Montreal,  August  10,  the  President,  Mr.  Jas.  S.  Claxton,  lately 
arrived  from  Europe,  gave  a  brief  account  of  his  visit  to  the  Asso- 
ciations of  England,  and  dwelt  upon  the  great  pleasure  he  had 
experienced  in  visiting  at  Dover  a  firm  friend  of  the  Association, 
Major-General  Russell,  C.  B.,  who  had  made  very  kind  inquiries 
as  to  the  progress  of  the  work  since  his  departure  from  Canada. 
He  also  donated  a  sum  of  money  to  its  funds  and  some  volumes  to 
the  library.  Of  all  English  Associations  Mr.  Claxton  visited  the 
most  successful  were  the  parent  Association  of  London,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.W.  Edwyn  Shiptou  and  his  co-workers ;  The  Dover 
and  the  Bristol  Associations  were  also  well  sustained  and  the 
latter  has  among  its  most  active  and  warm  supporters  the  well 
known  names  of  Samuel  and  W.  H.  Budget,  sons  of  the  "  Successful 
Merchant." 

In  conclusion  he  stated,  that  as  a  delegate  from  the  Montreal 
Association,  and  also  as  the  accredited  representative  of  the  Asso- 
ciations of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  he  had  every- 
where met  with  a  cordial  reception. 

The  monthly  report  of  the  Montreal  Association  states  that  a 
large  number  of  young  men  (about  100)  daily  visit  the  reading- 
room.  Assistance  has  been  rendered  in  various  ways  to  over  60 
young  men,  principally  strangers.  The  library  is  very  well  used, 
over  300  volumes  being  now  in  circulation.  Through  the  liber- 
ality of  Mr.  Claxton,  an  addition  of  125  volumes  of  standard  works 
had  been  made  during  the  past  week. 

.    At  this  meeting  Rev.  J.  S.  Hunter  gave  a  brief  and  earnest  ad- 
dress on  the  "  Nature  of  the  Christian  Life." 

A  Building  for  the  Halifax  Association.  At  a  meet- 
ing lately  held  in  Halifax,  where  delegates  to  the  Indianapolis 
Convention  gave  lively  and  animating  accounts  of  the  sessions  of 
that  assembly,  Mr.  John  S.  Maclean,  who  was  President  of  the 
Convention,  after  giving  his  report  concluded  by  urging  "  the 
necessity  of  their  having  a  proper  building  in  Halifax ;  one  tbey 
could  call  their  own.  They  were  determined  to  have  such 
a  building,  and  the  Christian  people  of  the  city  would  surely 
assist  them.  He  spoke  of  the  splendid  edifices  owned  by  Associa 
tions  in  the  United  States,  and  said  that  they  could  not  bo  expected 
to  do  their  work  efficiently  until  a  building  was  erected." 

Halifax,  IT.  8.  An  interesting  meeting  of  the  Hal  ifax  Associa- 
ation  was  lately  held  in  the  Grafton  Street  Church  to  receive  the  re- 
ports of  members  of  the  delegation  sent  to  the  International  Conven- 
tion held  at  Indianapolis.  J.  P.  Morrow  Esq.,  the  President  of  the  As- 
sociation occupied  the  chair.  Very  interesting  addressee  were  de- 
livered by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  James  Forest  and  John  S. 
McLean,  Esq.,  the  President  of  the  Convention.  These  addresses 
were  listened  to  with  marked  attention  and  a  desire  expressed  that 
another  meetnz  should  be  held  in  another  part  of  the  city  to  en- 
deavor if  possible  to  excite  in  others  an  interest  in  the  associates 
and  Associations  work  generally. 

Boys'  Association  in  Hamilton,  Ont.  A  correspondent 
sends  us  an  account  of  the  "  first  fruits  of  the  Indianapolis  conven- 
tion" in  Hamilton,  Ontario : 

"  Immediately  on  the  return  of  our  delegates  from  Indianapolis, 
invitations  were  issued  to  a  considerable  number  of  lads  to  a  social 
meeting  at  our  rooms,  to  which  a  large  number  responded,  and 
after  a  hearty  tea,  and  social  chat  with  the  mcmbera  of  committee, 
the  audience  adjourned  to  the  lecture  room  and  were  there  enter- 
tained with  music  and  addresses. 

A  particular  account  was  given  of  the  "  Toung  Convert's  Asso- 
ciation "  and  of  the  reception  of  the  delogates  by  the  convention 
at  Indianapolis,  after  which  it  was  proposed  that  such  an  Associ- 


ation should  be  formed  in  our  city,  and  those  present  were  invited 
prayerfully  to  consider  Vie  subject  for  one  week  and  then  determine 
what  should  be  their  duty  in  this  respect  They  were  warned  not 
to  act  hastily,  as  the  establishment  of  such  an  Association  meant 
work  and  should  bo  composed  of  those  only  who  were  anxious  to 
become  Christ's  disciples  or  who  would  be  willing  to  stand  up 
for  Jesus."  An  adjourned  meeting  was  held,  at  which  a  committee 
of  lads  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  constitution  and  by-laws 
which  were  subsequently  adopted,  and  the  "  Boys*  Christian  Asso- 
ciation "  of  Hamilton,  now  numbers  80  members  with  promise  of 
a  steady  increase. 

The  weekly  meeting  for  devotional  exercises  is  held  in  the 
Association  Committee  Room  and  is  conducted  by  the  boys  entirely. 
There  is  the  prospect  of  the  members  doing  a  useful  work  this 
winter  in  co-operating  with  the  missionary  committee  in  the  work 
of  night  schools  and  cottage  meetings,  and  with  the  Tract  Com- 
mittee in  their  city  labors.    May  God  bless  the  lads." 

Young  Woman's  Christian  Association  in  St. 
John,  N.  B.  A  correspondent  writes :  '"In  September  last, 
after  much  study  and  prayer  a  few  Christian  ladies  met  in  St.  John 
at  a  private  house,  and  there  in  humble  dependence  upon  the  Lord, 
organized  an  association  to  be  called  the  "  St.  John  Young  Woman's 
Christian  Association,"  taking  for  their  motto,  *  The  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  us.'  There  were  seven  present  at  this  meeting,  now 
wo  number  about  thirty-five.  After  two  or  three  months  it  was 
found  necessary  to  remove  to  a  rented  room.  Additional  expenses 
must  be  incurred.  But  with  the  aid  of  weekly  collections  from 
members  of  the  Association  and  a  few  donations  from  friends,  we 
stand  to-day  a  loving,  united  band  in  the  Lord,  seeking  alone  His 
glory  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  Four  denominations  are  repre- 
sented and  we  enjoy  perfect  harmony  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

We  hope  to  increase  in  numbers  and  power  for  good.  We  have 
five  officers,  namely :  a  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  Librarian.  Our  work  during  the  Fall,  Winter  and 
Spring  consisted  in  the  regular  distribution  of  tracts  and  Bibles, 
in  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  and  in  relieving  as  far  as  possible,  the 
distressed.  We  visited  hospitals  trying  to  dispense  the  "  bread  of 
life  to  the  hungry."  Four  cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held  in 
remote  parts  of  the  city. 

Since  April  5th  we  established  a  mission  School,  taught  by  a 
principal,  elected,  (term  quarterly)  and  two  assistants  appointed 
monthly  by  President.  The  school  is  progressing,  sixteen  having 
already  joined.  Our  regular  business  meeting  is  held  every  Sat- 
urday afternoon  and  a  monthly  prayer  meeting. 

Unto  the  Lord  Jesus  we  would  ascribe  all  the  glory,  for  our 
sufficiency  is  of  Him. 

ABROAD. 


North  of  England  Associations.  Convention  at  yew- 
castle.  Mr.  Samuel  Nash,  Secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Association, 
very  kindly  furnishes  the  following  report  of  the  late  convention 
of  the  North  of  England  Division  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian 
Association.  The  convention  mot  June  27th  and  28th,  at  Newcas- 
tle on  Tyne. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Bruce,  L  L.  D.,  presided.  At  7  p.  if.  June,  28th,  the 
delegates  assembled  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association  85  Clayton 
Street,  west,  and  partook  of  an  excellent  tea,  after  which  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Bruce,  took  the  chair,  and  addreses  of  welcome  were  made  by 
the  Chairmen  and  the  general  Secretary  Mr.  Whitwell,  (Stockton 
on-Tees)  who  spoke  of  the  origin  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations, and  the  various  conferences  they  had  held. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  the  17th,  the  delegates  and  friends  assem- 
bled at  nine  o'clock.  Mr.  Whitwell  read  letters  from  George  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  (London  Association)  and  from  Mr.  Cannon,  (Dublin 
Association)  expressing  their  regret  at  being  absent  and  wishing 
that  an  abundant  blessing  might  attend  the  conference. 

The  reports  of  the  Associations  were  then  received,  which  were 
highly  satisfactory,  showing  the  work  was  being  successfully  car- 
ried on.  The  membership  of  the  various  Associations  were  on  the 
increase.  The  various  meetings  on  the  whole  were  very  well  at- 
tended, etc. 

Mr.  Nash,  (Liverpool),  urged  upon  the  Conference,  the  import- 
ance of  formation  throughout  the  land  by  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  temperance  sections.    After  showing  the  evils 
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and  temptations  to  which  our  young  men  are  exposed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  drinking  customs  of  the  country,  he  earnestly  entreat- 
ed each  delegate  to  consider  seriously  this  matter,  and  urged  them 
to  establish  a  Temperance  Section  in  each  of  their  Associations,  as 
a  great  aid  in  gathering  in  young  men.  In  this  Mr.  Nash  was 
warmly  supported  by  the  Chairman  (Mr.  C  Bainbridge,)  who 
strongly  commended  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  Mark  Robinson,  (Stockton-in-Tees)  read  an  excellent  paper  on 
"  Bible  classes,  their  aim,  subjects,  and  management."  An  inter- 
esting discussion  ensued. 

Or.  Davison  then  read  a  very  able  paper  on  "  How  to  get  mem- 
bers for  the  Association ;"  after  remarks  from  several  brethren  the 
meeting  adjourned  when  the  delegates  partook  of  lunch  provided 
in  the  room. 

CLOSING  SESSION  AND  ENTERTAINMENT. 

At  two  o'clock  the  whole  of  the  delegates  proceeded  in  carriages 
to  Rutchester  House  (distant  about  8  miles  from  Newcastle),  the 
pretty  country  seat  of  Dr.  Murray.  Along  tbe  entire  road  to  Rut 
Chester,  was  seen  the  remains  of  the  old  Roman  Wall  and  the 
Roman  Station  at  Benwell,  these  were  admirably  described  by  that 
great  historian  of  the  wall,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bruce. 

The  delegates  having  assembled  on  the  lawn  in  front  of  Rut- 
chester House  were  warmly  welcomed  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Murray. 
The  party  having  seated  themselves  upon  benches  provided  for 
the  purpose  and  Dr.  Murray  having  been  voted  to  the  chair,  Mr. 
Whitwell  read  his  excellent  paper  on  "How  to  get  members, 
to  work  for  the  Association."  An  animated  discussion  took  place. 
The  delegates  then  partook  of  an  excellent  and  bountiful  dinner  in 
the  house,  and  after  this  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Bruce,  they 
visited  the  old  Roman  Station  at  Rutchester.  On  their  return 
hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Murray,  and  to 
Dr.  Bruce  and  the  Newcastle  brethren  for  their  kindness  and  hospi- 
tality. The  party  then  left  for  Newcastle,  thus  bringing  to  a 
happy  close  a  most  delightful,  profitable  and  enjoyable  confer- 
ence.   

THE  SOLDIERS  AND     CONSTABULARY  IN  DUBLIN. 

We  take  the  following  interesting  narration  from  the  columns 
of  the  London  Christian  : 

One  night  in  January,  1836,  as  two  members  of  the  Dublin 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  were  going  home  from  its 
rooms,  they  were  accosted  by  a  soldier  under  the  influence  of  drink. 
Seeing  his  helpless  condition  they  took  him  safely  to  the  barrack 
gate,  and  ascertained  his  name  and  regiment ;  a  few  days  after- 
wards a  note  was  sent,  inviting  him  to  tea  in  one  of  the  rooms  of 
the  association.  He  came,  bringing  a  comrade.  They  were  cor- 
dially received,  and  spoken  to  in  a  friendly,  Christian  manner.  It 
was  resolved  to  invite  other  soldiers  alro.  Soon  the  number  reach- 
ed eight  or  ten,  when  it  was  determined  to  have  a  regular  weekly 
meeting.  The  attendance  varied,  till  one  very  wet  evening  in  April 
only  one  came  but  this  one  was  under  deep  conviction  of  sin.  A  suit- 
able portion  of  Scripture  was  read,  and  God  graciously  blessed  it  to 
him,  opening  his  heart  to  receive  it  and  since  then  (now  four  years) 
he  has  been  enabled  to  live  a  consistent  life,  witnessing  for  the 
Lord  Jesus  amongst  his  comrades,  and  has  been  used  by  God  for  a 
blessing  to  several  of  them.  From  this  time  the  work  steadily  in- 
creased, and  we  were  shortly  afterwards  induced  to  hold  in  addi- 
tion to  the  weekly  (Wednesday)  meeting,  a  conversational  Bible- 
class  every  Lord's  day  evening. 

In  May,  1868,  the  Lord  opened  the  way  amongst  another  very 
important  class — the  "  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  " — many  of  whom 
have  attended,  and  at  the  present  time  the  room  where  the  meet- 
ings are  held  is  often  unable  to  contain  the  number  of  both  forces 
whom  God  inclines  to  come. 

The  Dublin  garrison  consists  of  seven  or  eight  regiments,  be- 
sides artilltry,  etc.,  numbering  about  6,000  men,  few  of  whom  are 
stationed  here  more  than  twolvo  months,  many  for  a  shorterperiod  : 
so  that  since  the  commencement  of  this  work,  from  20,000  to  26,000 
different  men  have  beon  quartered  in  this  city.  There  is  also  tho 
Constabulary  depot  where  there  is  generally  a  large  reserve  force. 
Dublin,  like  all  other  garrison  towns,  atwunds  in  places  of  vicious 


amusement.  We  have,  therefore,  endeavored  to  make  our  meetings 
as  attractive  as  possible,  avoiding  that  coldness  and  formality  which 
would  be  repulsive,  we  seek  by  social  intercourse  to  make  them 
feel  we  care  for  them,  and  desire  their  present  happiness  as  well  as 
their  eternal  blessing. 

The  Bible  class  on  Sunday  evening,  although  not  so  well  at- 
tended as  the  Wednesday  evening  meeting,  has  nevertheless  been 
very  helpful  particularly  to  Christian  men. 

Almost  from  the  commencement  of  the  work  there  has  been  a 
Total  Abstinence  Society  in  connection  with  it.  Nearly  1000  are 
enrolled  as  members. 

The  work  in  the  Canton  of  Vaud,  Switzerland. 
Some  items  of  interest  concerning  the  Unions  Chretien  de 
jennet  gens  du  Canton  de  Vaud  (French  Switzerland.)  were  fur 
nished  by  tho  Comite  Central  of  those  Associations  to  Prof.  E.  Ren 
evier,  of  Lausanne,  arrived  here  as  a  delegate  to  the  Evangelical 
Alliance,  and  who  is  to  represent  at  the  same  time  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  his  country.  Professor  R.  kindly  offers 
them  to  us  for  publication. 

The  Canton  de  Vaud  though  a  very  small  province,  contains  85 
active  Associations  besides  7  which  have  beon  suspended,  but,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  will  begin  again.  They  are  distributed  into  five 
groups,  according  to  their  geographical  position.  In  the  following 
list,  the  suspended  Unions  are  marked  with  an  *. 


Gbocpb  I, 

Gbodpb  II, 

Gboupb  III, 

Groups  IV,      Gcorrc  V, 

La  Cots. 

Jura. 

Centre. 

Alpat.               Brole 

Nyon, 

Brtunoa, 

Echallona, 

Coraler,             Ml«y, 
Novey,                Grandconr, 

Rollc. 

llallalguea, 

BoUcne, 

Lavtijny, 

Orbc, 

Roruauel, 

Agle,                  l'ajer.ie, 
Ormont-Desanfl  Grange*. 

Anbonno, 

Komalnmotlers, 

•Nelmes, 

Coblons, 

LMulo, 

Saviitny, 

Ormont-Dee-       Motitra, 

Clinhlo, 

Tvcrdon, 

Oroos 

aona,                Mondon. 

Glracl, 

Saint  -Croix 

Laaganne 

I/Eblvar, 
Chateau  d'Box, 

Lnlns, 

Granjrca  de  Ste 

.    (Union  Fran 

Morgea. 

Croix. 

cauip,) 

Allun, 

Lauennno 

Montreal. 

(Union  Alla- 

mandc), 

•Dnrry, 

•  Cnlly. 

Most  of  those  exist  in  villages  or  little  towns,  and  have  very  few 
members.  The  largest  is  in  Lausanne,  capital  of  the  state,  and  is 
divided  into  two  Societies,  one  French  and  one  German.  Seven 
have  been  founded  or  reconstituted  within  the  last  two  years.  The 
suspension  of  some  is  the  result  of  death,  departure,  or  the 
advanced  age  of  the  members,  but  when  new  young  men  arrive  in 
the  place,  or  become  of  age,  the  Association  is  reconstituted. 

The  total  number  of  members  or  friends  of  these  little  Associa- 
tions, is  about  800 ;  200  of  them  participate  more  or  lee*  regularly 
in  the  meetings,  but  100  only  may  be  considered  as  thoroughly 
active  in  the  work.  The  members  are  all  quite  young.  As  a  rule 
as  soon  as-ono  attains  the  age  of  25  years  he  ceases  to  be  a  mem- 
ber. 

Each  little  Association  holds  a  prayer  or*  devotional  meeting, 
generally  once  a  week,  sometimes  more  frequently.  Onco  a  year 
there  is  a  general  assembly  in  one  place  or  another ,  and  each 
Orovpe  has  besides  once  or  twice  a  year  a  particular  meeting, 
sometimes  in  the  open  air,  called  Reunion  de  Orovpe.  The  general 
business  is  led  by  the  Comitee  Central,  named  by  the  assembly  of 
delegates.  This  committee  publishes  with  the  Associations  of  two 
other  Cantons  Geneva  and  Neufchatel  a  monthly  Journal ;  and 
every  third  year  the  8  Cantons  hold  a  general  assembly  or  conven- 
tion. 

An  Afuwciation  In  Athens.  Intelligence  reaches  us  that 
a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  been  recently  formed  in 
Greece  at  Athens.  A  member  of  the  new  society  writes  to  Mr. 
Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  of  this  city  that  they  met  with  many  obstacles 
and  some  opposition.  "  One  of  the  city  journals  aftera  warning  to 
the  jouth  of  the  land  commended  us  and  our  Association  to  tho 
tender  regard  of  the  Greek  Synod.  »  *  *  Still  with  all  these 
hindrances  we  had  always  on  the  other  hand  the  hopeful  and  stim- 
ulating word  of  our  excellent  Christian  brother  Dr.  Kalopthekes. 
Our  members  are  few,  and  as  varied  as  they  are  few,  yot  we  are 
each  at  work.  We  ask  our  brethren  in  America  to  take  our  Asso- 
ciation into  the  arms  of  their  faith,  to  bind  it  to  tho  altar  of  Ood's 
promises  and  loose  it  not  until  they  hear  that  wo  have  received 
the  blessing  we  are  struggling  and  praying  for.*' 
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POSTPONEMENT  OP  THE  CONFERENCE. 
The  war  in  Europe  has  made  it  necessary  to  postpone  the  as- 
sembling in  this  city  nest  September  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Evangelical  Alliance.  Telegrams  were  received  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  in  this  city  from  the  branches  of  the  Alliance  in 
Great  Britain,  France,  Holland,  Germany,  and  Switzerland  urgent- 
ly recommending  postponement.  The  work  of  preparation  for  the 
Conference  was  far  advanced  and  much  of  time,  care  and  labor  had 
been  expended  on  it.  The  reasons  for  postponement,  however, 
were  imperative,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Alli- 
ance held  in  this  city  August  5th  the  following  resolution  was 


Retohed,  1.  That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Evangelical 
Alliance  of  the  United  States,  with  great  reluctance  yield  to  the 
expressed  desire  of  the  Alliance  in  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany, 
Holland  and  Switzerland,  that  the  General  Conference,  which  was 
to  be  held  in  New  York,  September  33d,  1870,  be  postponed  on  ac- 
count of  the  war  in  Europe,  which  renders  their  attendance  im 
practicable :  and  the  conference  is  hereby  postponed,  at  least  for 
the  present  year,  and  until  such  time  as  the  providence  of  God 
shall  open  the  way  for  its  successful  convocation. 

8.  That  notice  of  this  action  be  sent  to  all  the  European  and 
American  delegates  who  have  been  invited  to  attend,  and  that  it 
be  published  in  the  papers. 

^ttttican  £ttttdag  jgchoot  *Utl<ra. 

Work  in  the  South.  A  missionary  in  Tennessee  reports : 
From  the  starting  of  a  small  school  in  an  old  log  house,  by  one  of 
our  missionaries,  with  only  thirty  scholars,  four  other  schools  have 
been  organized  with  over  three  hundred  scholars. 

Another  school  organized  in  the  loft  of  a  mill  with  only  15 
scholars,  now  numbers  150 ;  and  three  other  schools  have  been 
started  through  its  influence.  The  Lord  in  answer  to  prayer  has 
blessed  the  old  mill  school,  and  many  precious  youths  have  there 
been  brought  to  love  God's  Word. 

A  missionary  in  North  Carolina  reports : 

"  Cheering  news  from  my  field !  Three  of  our  Union  Sunday 
Schools  have  recently  enjoyed  a  very  precious  revival  No  less 
than  40  members,  some  of  them  quite  young,  have  been  brought 
into  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  are  now  rejoicing  in  the  hope  of  the 
gospel,  which  many  of  them  were  first  taught  to  read  in  these 
mission  schools  established  but  a  few  months  since.  Within  the 
past  few  weeks  I  have  added  five  new  schools  to  our  list,  number- 
ing 23  teachers  and  185  scholars. 

A  missionary  in  Kentucky  reports  that  in  visiting  a  mission 
school  which  ho  organized  a  year  ago  in  a  very  indifferent  log 
house,  he  found  a  new  and  commodious  frame  building  finished 
and  paid  for ;  the  parents  deeply  interested ;  the  children  diligent 
in  the  study  of  God's  Word.  Several  have  professed  faith  in 
Christ  and  united  with  his  church. 

Still  another  missionary  in  Virginia  reports  two  very  interesting 
cases  of  benefits  resulting  from  his  mission  schools.  One  is  that  of 
a  boy,  of  whom  he  wrote  some  months  ago,  that  in  the  winter  he 
tied  up  his  old  boots  with  leather  thongs  on  Saturday  night,  that 
he  might  wear  them  to  Sunday  School  the  next  morning.  That 
little  boy  is  now  the  Secretary  of  the  school,  and  on  the  door  of  his 
room  is  posted  this  motto :  *  Onward,  Upward,  Homeward,  Heav- 
enward." 

Another  case  is  that  of  a  little  girl  whose  father  said  she  was  too 
ragged  to  goto  Sunday  School,  and  so  she  would  hang  around  the 
windows  of  the  school  room  on  Sunday  morning  and  cry.  A  good 
lady  proposed  to  furnish  better  clothes,  and  her  father  con- 
senting, the  next  Sunday  she  came,  radiant  with  joy.  She  pro- 
gressed rapidly  with  her  studies.  Some  time  after  the  family 
moved  away.  Little  Mary  was  taken  sick  and  sent  for  her  old 
Sunday  school  teacher  and  said.  "  You  told  me  about  Jesus,  and 
now  I  am  going  to  him."    She  died  happy  in  the  Lord. 


City   Pifcsioujs. 

Mission  CJiapels  in  Summer.  The  poor  of  this  city  are  glad 
to  leave  their  close,  ill-ventilated  rooms  in  tenement-houses,  and 
come  into  the  pleasant,  attractive  city  mission  chapels  ,  where 
comfortable  accommodations  are  freely  furnished  and  all  are 
made  welcome.  Through  summer  heat,  as  well  as  in  winter 
cold,  the  chapels  are  always  open,  and  the  faithful,  devoted 
missionaries  are  going  their  rounds  of  love  and  mercy  night 
and  day.  In  one  chapel  the  aggregate  attendance,  for  the 
past  three  months  is  reported  at  8,651.  In  another  at  2,295. 
Such  is  the  transient  character  of  the  population  surround- 
ing these  chapels,  a  new  congregation  is  gathered  every  month ; 
and  many  persons  appear  once  or  twice  in  the  audience  and 
are  seen  no  more.  The  houses  opened  as  free  reading-rooms, 
particularly  for  working  men,  where,  also,  lodgings  and  meals  are 
freely  furnished  to  strangers  and  friendless,  unfortunate  fellows, 
are  a  most  valuable  adjunct  to  City  Mission  work.  Daring  the 
last  quarter  the  missionary  in  charge  reports  3,700  readers,  2,112 
lodgings,  and  2,364  meals  given.  Our  readers  should  remember 
the  cause  of  the  poor,  in  September  as  in  January,  and  give  prompt 
and  timely  encouragement  to  those  who  are  carrying  on  the  charit 
able  work  of  the  City,  without  interruption  and  without  cessation 
through  the  whole  year. 

iifcte  JteMttt. 

An  Open  Bible  in  Spain.  A  city  of  Priests.    From 

Spain  a  Bible  agent  writes  to  the  American  Bible  Society : 

"  We  passed  the  town  of  Yerona  several  times,  for  since  it  was  a 
•city  of  priests  we  feared  to  begin  there.  After  much  prayer  our  faith 
increased.  Having  obtained  permission  from  the  mayor,  we  pitched 
our  tent  in  the  vegetable  market ;  some  gospels  were  purchased, 
torn  up  and  thrown  in  our  faces ;  priests  and  students  arrived  in 
force ;  fires  of  Bibles  began  to  blaze ;  getting  bolder  they  hurled 
the  burning  leaves  at  us.  A  stranger  stood  up  in  front  of  tho 
tent,  revolver  in  hand,  and  dared  any  one  to  burn  another  book  ; 
this  infuriated  the  priests.  Just  then  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  army 
came  up,  and  drawing  his  sword,  cleared  the  way  round  the  tables. 
We  deemed  it  best  to  pull  down  our  tent  and  return  to  our  inn. 
We  had  hardly  reached  it  before  the  policemen  came  and  told  us 
that  the  authorities  required  the  tent  to  be  put  up  again  ;  some 
government  officers  followed  them  demanding  the  same  thing,  and 
with  their  own  hands  carried  tent  and  Bibles,  and  set  the  t  ent  op  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  City  Hall.  A  colonel  of  the  army  said  we  could 
have  an  entire  regiment  of  soldiers  if  we  wanted  them  for  liberty 
and  religious  freedom  should  be  sustained.  I  need  not  tell  yon 
we  sold  our  entire  stock.  I  sent  Francisco  and  Fernando,  two  god- 
ly brethren  with  a  second  lot,  from  which  they  sold  to  the  value 
of  $70  in  two  days.  (It  will  be  remembered  that  prices  are  merely 
nominal.)    In  other  towns  we  have  had  like  victories." 


$«rt  jtoitttc*. 

Deplorable  Destitution.  Many  are  under  the  impression 
that  the  only  field  for  Colportage  is  in  the  newly  settled  States 
where  it  is  the  efficient  pioneer  of  the  church  and  the  Sabbath 
school,  and  the  organized  institutions  of  religion  and  education.  It 
has  there  an  important  field  that  no  other  agency  can  occupy ;  but 
the  experience  of  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  proves,  that  there  are 
fields  in  all  the  older  States,  where  Colportage  is  especially  needed. 
A  colporteur  who  has  explored  a  portion  of  Northern  New  York 
gives  the  following  startling  facts. 

"  It  is  one  of  the  most  needy,  and  one  of  the  most  promising 
fields  for  religious  effort  in  our  country.  There  are  whole  towns, 
as  large  as  some  counties  in  the  State,  without  a  resident  pastor.  I 
have  found  the  people  generally  ready  to  welcome  a  herald  of  the 
Cross. 

"  Do  the  Christian  public  really  know  that  there  is,  even  in  the 
Empire  State,"  a  field  that  so  urgently  calls  for  the  agencies  of  the 
American  Tract  Society  T  I  cannot  conceive  where  there  is  a  more 
inviting  field  for  missionary  effort,  or  one  that  promises  a  richer  or 
more  speedy  return  for  faithful  cultivation.'' 
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LITERARY  NOTES. 

The  Soul's  Inquiries  Answered  in  tub  Worm  of  Scblp- 

tttek.    Arranged  by  G.  Washington  Moon,  London :  Hatchards. 

New  York :  Pott  &  Amery. 

This  carefully  compiled  little  volume  is  on  excellent  year-book 
of  Scripture  texts.  Each  day  of  the  year  has  its  question,  taken 
from  the  Bible,  and  the  answer  is  derived  from  the  same  source. 
The  same  question  is  asked  on  the  first  day  of  every  month,  except 
January,  viz : "  What  think  ye  of  Christ  f "  to  which  a  different  an- 
swer is  each  time  returned  in  Scripture  phrase.  The  texts  have  been 
collected  with  much  care,  and  the  volume  is  an  admirable  and  pleas- 
ant daily  companion.  Every  other  page  is  blank,  the  vacant  space 
opposite  the  texts  for  each  day  being  "intended  for  a  treasury  of  the 
autographs  of  your  friends  under  their  respective  birthdays,"  or 
for  any  private  record  that  may  seem  desirable. 

Bacon's  Chronological  and  Geographical  Guide  to 
the  Bible  condenses  upon  the  surface  of  a  single  small  map  a 
large  amount  of  valuable  Biblical  instruction.  In  the  centre  is  a 
map  of  the  voyages  and  travels  of  the  Apostle  Paul  with  a  brief 
printed  summary  of  the  events  of  these  journeys.  Three  genealog- 
ical trees  are  on  the  chart.  The  first  contains  the  names  of  Jacob 
and  his  descendants  till  they  went  down  into  Egypt.  The  second 
traces  the  royal  line  of  David  as  far  as  the  Babylonish  captivity. 
The  third  gives  the  succession  of  kings  who  ruled  the  seceding 
tribos  of  Israel.  On  the  chart  are  also  maps  of  the  Wanderings  of 
Israel  in  the  wilderness  and  one  of  Canaan  under  Syrian  rule,  200 
B.  C.  On  the  inner  margin  of  this  chart  are  given  a  list  of  the 
Books  of  the  Bible  with  the  date  and  author  of  each  one.  Ip  the 
outer  margin  are  printed,  in  chronological  order,  the  principal 
events,  with  the  dates  of  each,  of  the  history  recorded  in  the  Bible. 
The  chart  will  give  desirable  aid  to  Sunday  School  teachers  and  all 
engaged  in  the  study  of  the  Bible.  It  is  advertised  in  another 
column  of  this  paper. 

Eocb  Femina  is  an  attempt,  by  Mr.  Carlos  White,  to  solve  the 
Woman  question  by  "  an  examination  of  arguments  in  favor  of 
Female  Suffrago,  by  John  Stuart  Mill,  and  others,  and  by  a  pre- 
sentation of  arguments  against  the  proposed  change  in  the  consti- 
tution of  society."  The  volume  is  an  excellent  contribution  to 
what  has  been  written  on  this  agitating  subject,  and  should  be 
read  by  all  interested  in  getting  at  the  right  of  the  question  at 
issue. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Anger,  A.  Sermons,  (Macmlllan) 81  BO 

Ballantyne,  T.,  Essays  in  Mosaic  (Scrlbner) i 1  25 

Babino-Goulo,  In  Exltn  Israel,  (Macmlllan) 1  BO 

Beecheb,  H.  w.,  Sermons,  Third  Series,  (Ford) 3  SO 

Bbi'ce,  W.,  Comment,  on  St.  John  (Carter) 8  00 

Buchanan,  R.,  Bookol  Orm.  (Routlcdge) 3  00 

Bbainabd,  Life  of  Rev.  Thoo.,  (Llpplncott) 8  00 

Bi'Boeneb.  F-,  Home  and  the  Council,  (Scrlbner) 3  B0 

Channjno's  WorkB,  new  Ed.,  (Routledge) 1 13 

Chetne.T.  H.,  Book  of  Isaiah.  (Macmlllan) IB 

Dixon,  w.  H.,  Free  Russia,  (Harper) 8  00 

Dickens,  Life  by  J.  Murray,  (Scrfoner) 8  00 

Life  by  R.  8.  Mackenzie.  (Peterson) 8  00 

Life  by  T.  B.  Perkins,  (Putnam) 1  00 

Speeches,  (Scrlbner) 1  00 

Speeches,  Letters,  and  Saving,  with  Sketch  bv  Salu  juul  Stanley's  Ser- 
mon,(Harper) 00 

Stanley's  Funeral  Sermon,  (Macmlllan- 85 

Eutooffeb,  J.,  Manu.  of  Topography,  (Appleton) 15  00 

Ebskine,  Lord,  Speeches,  Vol.  J.  (Callahan  &  Co.) 8  50 

Faibholt,  Diction,  of  Terms  of  Art,  (Routledge) 5  00 

Fiouier,  L.,  Primitive  Man,  [Appleton] 4  00 

Gink's  Baby,  His  Birth  and  other  Misfortunes,  I  Uoiuledge] 1  50 

Habobeaves,  Blunders  of  Vice  and  Folly  [Routlcdge] , 3  00 

Hall,  W.  W.,  Health  and  Diseases,  [Hard a  Houghton] 1  50 

Hunt,  J.,  Religious  Thought  in  England,  Vol.  1.,  [Uoutledge] 5  00 

Kim. 1,  Letters  of  Spiritual  Counsel  [Pott  &  Amery] 3  00 

Kinoslby,  C,  Round  the  World,  2  vol..  [Hitchcock  &  Co.] 3  SO 

Lbgoe,  A.  O.,  Temporal  Power  of  Papacy,  [Macmlllan] 3  00 

Letteks  from  Rome  on  the  Council,  Dy  Qnlrinus  I  [Pott  &  Amery] 7  60 

Macgbehob,  J.,  Rob  Roy  on  the  Jordan.  Nile,  etc.,  [Harper] 3  SO 

Mobeblv,  Administration  of  the  Holy  Spirit  In  the  Body  of  Christ  [Pott* 

Amery] 33s 

Moobhoitse,  J.,  Sermons  on  Jacob.  [Macmlllan] 1  00 

Neale,  R.  H.,  Life  of  Baron  Stow,  D.  D.,  [Gould  &  Lincoln] 1  00 

Newman,  J.  H.,  Miscellanies  [Rontlcdge] 3  BO 

PABKKR.Theo.  Writlngs.New  Ed,  10  v.  [Fuller] 150 

Pboctob,  R.  A.,  Other  worlds  than  Onrs,  (Scrlbner] 6  00 

Ruiiertkox,  F.  W.,  SermoriB,  [Harper] 1  B0 

Same2  v.  12mo.  [Fields,  Osgood  &  Co.) 3  00 

Letters,  etc.,  [Harper] J  60 

SamobyS.  Brooke,  [Fields,  0.&  Co.] 1  00 

ROLLEBTOH.G.,  Forms  of  Animal  Life,  [Macnilllan] 0  00 

Rooebs,  G.  E.  T.,  Political  Economy,  [Macmlllan] 1  35 

Rcskin's  Lectures  on  Art,  [  Macmlllan  ;  Wiley] 1  35 

Smitij,  R.  P.,  Prophecy  and  Preparation  for  (MirtBt  [Gonld  Jt  Lincoln 1  75 

Sl'fpolk.  W.  T.,  Microscopic  Manifestation  [Llpplncott] 3  50 

Spakks,  W.  H..  Memories  of  Fifty  Years,  [Carlcton] 3  50 

SrMNEB,  Charles,  Works.  Vol.  1.  [Lee  &  Shepherd] 8  00 

Vebdi.T.S..  Maternity,  [Ford] 3  00 

Vir/aiLUt,  C.  J.,  Christ  Satisfying;  the  Instincts  of  Humanity  IMacinlllan].. ..  1  30 


THE   MONTH. 


AT  HOME. 


Tfie  Momentous  Event*  transpiring  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  have  absorbed  public  interest  to  such  an  extent,  that 
all  other  intelligence  seems  insignificant.  The  one  thing  talked 
about  is  the  European  war ;  it  is  the  pivot  of  discussion ;  it  moves 
the  deepest  feelings  of  our  foreign  population ;  it  controls  Wall 
Street ;  it  holds  us  breathlessly  waiting  for  results  as  if  the  contest 
were  our  own. 

The  Ninth  Census  and  our  Population— Gem.  Wajker. 
Superintendent  of  the  Census  Bureau,  believes  that  he  will  be 
able  to  give  the  complete  population  of  the  country  by  the  10th  of 
October,  and  he  estimates  that  it  will  be  about  40,800,000.  He 
argues  that  the  largo  cities  will  fall  20  per  cent,  below  the  esti- 
mates placed  upon  their  populations,  for  the  reason  that  the  esti- 
mates are  all  based  upon  calculations  made  of  the  number  who 
are  arriving  in  a  city,  But  no  note  has  been  taken  of  those  who 
have  left.  The  Chicagoans  are  now  much  disappointed  over  their 
figures,  showing  but  306,000,  when  they  expected  400,000:  but  it 
is  the  same  with  Cincinnati,  where  they  claimed  over  800,000,  and 
have  but  barely  300,000.  It  is  so  in  all  the  Western  cities,  and  to 
a  larger  figure  in  the  Eastern  cities.  Sixty-two  towns  in  New 
Hampshire  show  a  loss  of  6,142  inhabitants  since  1860. 

The  death  of  Admiral  Farragut,  removes  from  us  the 
first  captain  of  our  navy.  His  exploits  during  the  late  war  form  a 
prominent  portion  of  the  history  of  that  struggle.  Such  achieve- 
ments as  the  capture  of  New  Orleans  and  the  passage  of  Mobile 
Bay,  in  boldness  of  design  and  completeness  of  execution,  have  few 
parallels,  The  Admiral  was  a  life-long  sailor,  having  entered  the 
service  when  not  over  ten  years  of  age,  and  hod  been  fifty  years  at 
his  calling  before  the  war  furnished  him  an  opportunity  to 
show  his  extraordinary  ability. 

This  summer  the  YaclUmen  of  England  and  America, 
have  been  testing  the  relative  superiority  of  the  construction  and 
sailing  qualities  of  their  craft  in  various  contests.  The  victories 
of  the  Sappho  (American)  over  the  Cambria  in  English  waters,  and 
the  subsequent  defeat  of  the  same  yacht  in  races  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  tend  to  establish  the  superiority  of  American  naval  archi- 
tecture so  far  as  yachts  are  concerned.  Nineteen  years  ago  the 
swift  "  America"  bore  away  the  prize  of  the  Queen's  Cup  from  the 
Royal  Yacht  Squadron,  and  this  year  the  Cambria  has  failed  to 
carry  it  back  again. 

New  Political  Parties  are  springing  up.  A  Labor  Con- 
vention in  Cincinnati,  has  determined  to  make  the  wages  and  inter 
ests  of  working  men  a  political  issue  and  in  Massachusetts,  Wen- 
dell Phillips  has  been  nominated  candidate  for  Governor  by  a  new 
party  pledged  to  fight  against  the  dram  shops  of  the  State.  Many 
grave  political  questions  long  before  the  country  having  been  solved 
social  problems  naturally  engage  the  thoughts  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  Mysterious  Murder  of  a  peaceable  citizen,  '•  without 
an  enemy  in  the  world  "  in  his  own  house,  disturbs  a  community's 
sense  of  security  more  than  a  score  of  riots  or  grog-shop  affrays. 
It  was  not  Mr.  Nathan's  wealth  or  position  in  society  that  made 
every  citizen  read  with  alarm  of  his  foul  assassination,  but  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  quiet,  inoffensive,  benevolent  hearted  gentleman.  If 
he  could  be  thus  taken  off,  who  was  safe  ?  Happily  such  deeds 
occur  only  at  long  intervals,  or  else  government  as  a  protective 
expedient  would  become  useless. 


The  number  of  through  passengers  on  the  Central  Pacific  Rail- 
way during  the  month  of  June  was  6,008,  of  whom  2,575  passed 
East  and  3,488  passed  West,  showing  a  gain  of  incomers  over  out- 
gocrs  of  858  in  one  month. 
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abroad. 

T/mj  Prussian  Army  in  France.  "  The  victors  of  Jena 
survive,"  were  the  closing  words  of  Napoleon's  proclamation  de- 
claring war  with  Prussia.  All  France  responded  "  To  the  Rhine," 
nnd  the  "slumbering  recollections  of  1814"  were  re-awakened 
throughout  the  Empire.  The  Emperor  took  command  in  person, 
and  all  eyes  turned  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  man  who  had 
brought  on  the  war  to  secure  the  stability  of  his  dynasty.  So  sud- 
dcnlv  was  the  war  precipitated,  bo  rapid  was  the  concentration  of 
the  Imperial  troops,  that  the  Rhine  seemed  to  be  already  in  the 
possession  of  France.  But  suddenly  before  Prussia's  preparations 
or  movements  were  certainly  known,  8er  forces  came  thundering 
upon  the  surprised  Frenchmen,  rolling  back  their  advance  lines 
and  pressing  in  immense  numbers  towards  Paris. 

This  initial  success  of  the  Prussians  thus  far  over  an  enemy  noted 
for  his  martial  character,  is  the  remarkable  feature  of  the  conflict. 

Tbe  division  of  their  forces  and  the  plan  of  operations  not  only 
shows  how  carefully  military  science  has  been  made  a  study  by 
the  Prussian  leaders,  but  reveals  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
character  of  their  enemy.  French  Boldiers  hitherto,  have  been 
noted  for  rapidity  of  movement  and  great  impetuosity  when  at- 
tacking their  opponents,  and  unsteadiness  in  disaster  and  retreat. 
On  the  other  hand,  slowness,  obstinacy  and  lock  of  ardor  have  al- 
ways been  associated  with  tho  German  character.  In  the  present 
conflict,  however,  the  world  has  been  surprised  at  the  extraordinary 
vigor  and  celerity  with  which  the  Prussian  armies  have  moved, 
and  at  tho  initiative  taken  by  them  in  almost  every  battle.  Bv 
this  policy  the  French  have  been  placed  upon  the  defensive  in  al- 
most every  instance— a  policy  which  has  taken  from  them  the  op- 
portunity to  make  the  first  irresistible  onslaught  for  which  they 
have  ever  been  famous.  As  we  go  to  press  the  cable  is  telling  of 
batt'es  about  Meta  and  Chalons  and  of  the  Prussian  advance  on 
Paris. 


Not  more  surprising  than  the  military  is  the  political  situation 
of  France.  There  has  been  a  change  of  ministry,  Count  de  Palikao 
succeeding  OHivier.  The  Emperor  seems  to  have  become  almost 
a  cypher.  Tbe  Corps  Legislatif  promises  to  assert  itself  sa  the 
controlling  political  power  of  tho  Mate. 

Ttie  Terrible  Massacre  of  Twenty  Europeans  at 

Tien-Tsin  by  Chinamen  has  justly  roused  the  indignation  of  the 
civilized  world.  A  majority  oi  the  victims  were  French,  one  of  them 
the  consul  of  the  place,  and  their  home  government  will  doubtless 
seek  the  fullest  satisfaction  for  this  fiendish  outrage.  But  foreign- 
ers are  partly  to  blame  for  the  feeling  in  China  that  will  now  and 
then  develop  itself  in  such  horrible  scenes.  England  and  France 
have  dealt  with  that  Empire  in  no  tender  manner  and  the  fruit  of 
their  policy  is  sometimes  bitter  indeed. 

A  Manifesto  issued  by  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Spain,  demands  the  convocation  of  the  Cortes  and  the 
revision  of  the  monarchial  clause  of  the  Constitution.  The  man- 
ifesto counsels  calmness  and  subordination  as  the  only  guarantees 
of  success.  The  news  of  the  Prussian  vcitories  is  received  at 
Madrid  with  exultation  by  the  Radicals,  who  see  in  the  defeat  of 
Napoleon  the  restoration  of  the  Republic  in  France,  and  its  conse- 
quent establishment  in  Spain. 

Thb  Spanish  Colonial  Minister  has  intimated  to  Capt-Gen.  da 
Rodas  that  if  the  rebellion  is  not  suppressed  by  Sept.  1, 15,000 
more  Spanish  troops  will  be  sent  to  Cuba. 

The  Queen  of  Prussia  announces  that  she  will  take  personal 
charge  of  tho  wounded  of  both  nations,  and  their  treatment  shall 
be  identical. 

The  American  merchants  in  China  have  subscribed  $16,000  to 
assist  in  private  geological  survey  of  portions  of  China. 
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ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN 

brBTTTnTED  in  January,  1856,  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Londonderry  has  grown  in  numbers  and  influ- 
ence and  is  now  one  of  the  small  number  of  kjndrcd  societies 
that  have  built  and  now  own  an  edifice  for  their  work. 

In  August,  1866,  it  was  resolved  to  secure  such  an  edifice. 
The  members  at  once  subscribed  £800  toward  the  object.  A 
site  was  secured  on  the  East  Wall,  on  premises  known  as  the 
Linen-Hall.  In  two  months,  (October  25,  1866-,)  the  corner- 
stone was  laid,  and  little  more  than  a  year  after,  (November  14, 
1867)  tbe  building — a  picture  of  which  we  present  to  our  read- 
ers this  month — was  formally  opened    The   entire  cost  was 


LONDONDERRY,  IRELAND. 

£2,912,  or  nearly  $15,000.  The  debt  is  now  reduced  to  £682,  or 
about  $3,000.  Of  the  funds  secured  £422  or  about  $2,000  were 
raised  by  a  successful  bazaar  and  soiree. 

The  following  description  of  the  edifice  has  been  kindly  fur- 
nished us  by  Mr.  Jas.  8.  Johnstone,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Lon- 
donderry Association. 

"  The  ball  stands  quite  close  to  the  city  walls — in  fact  it  is 
on  them,  so  that  any  visitors  passing  round  our  ancient  wall  of 
defence  may  see  the  very  creditable  building  which  has  been 
erected  for  the  Protestant  young  men  of  all  denominations  in 
Derry.  GmcJwtai  on  vag*  M. 
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THE  SATURDAY  NIGHT  MISSION, 

EI    LEEDS,   ENGLAWI). 

W.  Hind-  Smith. 
The  object  of  this  mission,  established   and  vigorously  car- 
ried on  by  the  Association  in  Leeds,  England,  is  "  To  disdade 

YOUNG  MEW  FJrtOM  ATTENDING  SINGING  AND  DANCING  SALOONS." 

Mr.  Hind  Smith,  the  earnest  and  active  Secretary  of  the  Leeds 
Association,  has  very  kindly  sent  the  following  instructive 
answer  to  our  request  for  an  account  of  the  origin  and  work  of 
this  useful  mission : 

About  six  years  ago,  Leeds,  like  all  other  large  towns,  began 
to  be  troubled  with  a  new  device  for  entrapping  and  ruining 
young  men.  The  evil  had  long  existed  in  London,  but  had 
not  found  its  way  into  our  smaller  cities.  This  pestilent  device 
was  the  concert  hall  singing  and  dancing  mania  by  which 
entertainments  of  the  most  seductive  kind  are  provided  at  a 
cheap  rate,  and  made  profitable  only  by  combination  with  the 
drink  traffic. 

Much  anxiety  was  very  properly  felt  by  parents  and  guardi- 
ans of  young  men  respecting  these  new  entertainments  which 
are  undoubtedly  the  greatest  snare  our  young  men  encounter  in 
the  present  day. 

It  was  in  1864  that  this  subject  was  forced  upon  my  atten- 
tion. An  anxious  father  who  lived  very  near  a  large  concert 
hall,  and  whose  heart  was  pained  by  seeing  the  hundreds  of 
young  men  who  there  became  nightly  engulfed,  said  to  me ; 
"  Oh  1  sir,  if  your  Association  could  do  anything  to  prevent 
young  men  from  frequenting  these  places  of  sensational  amuse- 
ment, what  a  blessing  it  would  prove  !  "  He  gave  a  few  par- 
ticulars which  led  to  further  investigation.  No  fewer  than 
forty-four  such  places  were  found  to  exist  in  the  borough,  and 
all  were  licensed  to  sell  drink.  In  every  case  the  bill  of  fare 
was  made  as  fascinating  as  possible.  Some  of  the  places  were 
large  enough  to  accommodate  from  1,000  to  2,000  persons  and 
were  full  every  night  of  the  week.  It  was  naturally  suspected 
that  these  saloons  were  the  agency  that  was  acting  so  deleteri- 
ously  upon  our  Sunday  schools.  Complaints  were  heard  from 
all  sides :  "  What  is  becoming  of  our  elder  scholars  ?  "  "  Where 
are  those  for  whom  we  have  so  long  toiled  ? "  But  very  few 
could  believe  that  their  scholars  were  attending  these  places  of 
sensational  amusement.  Indeed  they  refused  until  they  were 
compelled  to  believe. 

A  number  of  our  active  members  were  consulted,  and  a  plan 
was  formed  to  combat  this  dreadful  evil.  Small  handbills  or 
slips  were  provided,  with  suitable  texts  and  appropriate  mot 
toes  such  as  the  following : 

"  Will  it  pay  ?  "  Weigh  well  the  practice  of  sin,  and  ponder 
this  question,  remembering  that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death, 
but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord."— Rom.  vi:  23. 

"  Is  it  possible  ?  What !  enter,  where  time  is  wasted,  health 
is  injured,  character  degraded,  conscience  sacrificed,  and  the 
soul  ruined  t  '  Go  not  in  the  way  of  evil  men,  pass  not  by  it; 
turn  from  it  and  pass  away."  Prov.  iv :  14. 

The  following  Saturday  night  a  number  of  our  warm  hearted 
young  men,  having  first  met  for  prayer,  went  forth  two  by  two 
and  took  their  stand  (each  armed  with  about  a  thousand  of 
these  slips)  at  the  entrance  of  these  ruinous  places,  and  as  each 
comer  presented  himself,  he  was  favored  with  a  slip  accompa- 
nied by  a  friendly  entreaty  to  turn  his  feet  from  the  way  of 
evil.  Success  and  not  a  little  persecution  at  once  followed  our 
efforts,  for  numbers  were  dissuaded  from  entering.  It  was  soon 
found  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  young  men  habitu- 
ally frequenting  these  halls  had  been,  and  in  numerous  instan- 


ces were  still  Sunday  scholars.  We  grieve  to  say  that  in  not  a 
few  cases  junior  teachers  were  found  there. 

"  I  can't  believe  that  our  youths  go,"  said  one  good  Superin- 
tendent, who  was  urged  to  co-operate  with  us  in  our  endeav- 
ors to  close  these  sinks  of  iniquity.  Yet,  said  a  young  man 
who  belonged  to  the  select  class  in  that  Sabbath  school :  "  All 
but  two  or  three  in  our  class  go  to  the  singing  saloon,  and  go 
very  frequently."  He  continued  "  I  have  had  my  pockets 
emptied  over  and  over  again  at  these  places,  and  then  when  my 
own  money  was  gone,  has  come  the  terrible  temptation  to  pil- 
fer my  master's  till." 

This  confession  was  made  when  his  fellow  apprentice  was  in 
the  "  lock  up  "  for  robbing  his  master. 

The  fact  that  so  many  Sabbath  scholars  were  thus  met  with 
was  rendered  all  the  more  painful  by  finding  that  the  chief 
attraction  was  low  and  debasing  entertainments,  unfit  for  hu- 
man eyes  and  ears,  and  invariably  connected  with  the  traffic  in 
drink.  Indeed,  money  was  so  lavished  in  procuring  gorgeous 
decorations  and  fascinating  performances  that  but  for  the  large 
profit  derived  from  the  sale  of  drink,  the  doors  of  such  places 
could  never  be  kept  open.  The  ballet  is  also  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal attractions. 

One  thing  which  we  felt  came  specially  within  our  province 
to  attack,  was  the  purveying  of  drink  to  nearly  all  comers. 
Young  men  who  frequented  these  places  were  expected  to 
respond  to  the  oft-repeated  question,  "  Is  your  glass  empty  sir  t 
What  will  you  take  sir  ?  If  we  could  only  induce  young  men 
to  give  up  the  drink,  the  concert  hall  proprietor  would  not 
thank  them  for  going  neither  would  the  passions  become  so 
excited  as  to  enable  them  to  enjoy  such  scenes  of  debauchery. 
And  now  came  a  crisis;  how  could  young  men  ask  others  to 
give  up  drink,  if  they  themselves  did  not  set  the  example  t 
After  careful  deliberation  and  a  lecture  delivered  about  this 
time,  by  our  esteemed  friend  the  Rev.  Newman  Hall,  we  were 
led  to  form  the  Leeds  Young  Men's  Christian  Abstinence 
Society.  This  Society  has  induced  many  young  men  to 
abstain  from  drink,  and  has  thus  broken  one  of  the  greatest 
spells  which  bound  them  to  such  dens  of  infamy. 

In  our  first  year's  operations  we  enrolled  more  than  five  hun- 
dred young  men,  and  during  the  subsequent  five  years  our 
efforts  have  resulted  in  more  than  three  thousand  pledges  being 
taken. 

Believing  in  Alexander's  motto  ;  " eome"  rather  than,  " go," 
I  headed  the  campaign  for  four  out  of  the  five  winters.  All  the 
members  of  ouV  brigade  have  had  more  or  less  hard  work  to 
do.  I  remember  the  first  night  of  our  attack.  Our  little  slips 
and  kind  words  produced  quite  a  counter-sensation  at  the 
entrance  to  the  concert  room.  One  man  went  into  the  hall,  and 
with  a  loud  voice  read  the  slip  headed,  "  Prepare  to  meet  thy 
God."  The  infuriated  managers  seeing  their  craft  in  danger, 
called  for  protection,  and  gave  two  of  our  young  men  in  charge 
of  the  police,  meanwhile  taking  care  of  their  slips. 

Upon  hearing  of  this  I  protested,  when  an  apology  was 
made  by  a  superior  officer,  and  from  that  time  we  have  had  all 
the  help  the  police  can  afford. 

One  evening  I  met  a  well-dressed  young  man  making  for  a 
concert  hall ;  he  had  been  in  before,  but  upon  my  presenting  a 
slip  and  saying  a  kind  word,  he  put  his  arm  in  mine  and  asked 
if  I  would  conduct  him  to  a  cab,  as  he  was  a  good  way  from 
home.  On  the  following  Monday  morning  I  received  a  letter 
from  him  thanking  me  for  having  rescued  him  from  that  which 
might  have  proved  his  ruin. 

As  if  to  mock  our  efforts,  new  decorations  and  an  increase  of 
big  posting  bills  announced  fresh  and  greater  attractions  than 
ever.     One  immense  bill  posted  throughout  the    town  was 
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headed—"  Wanted,  2,000  persons  to  attend  the  new  and  splen- 
didly fitted  up  Prince  of  Wales  <>•  cort  Hall,"  etc.  We  had 
bombarded  this  place  for  some  time  and  now  resolved  to  take 
it  by  storm.  I  conferred  with  a  well  informed  Christian  man 
as  to  the  project  telling  him  that  I  wanted  to  ascertain  (1,) 
The  character  of  the  audience;  (2,)  The  nature  of  the  entertain- 
ment; (3,)  The  reception  we  might  meet  with  if  we  did  any- 
thing inside.  He  immediately  declared  that  we  would  come 
out  of  that  place  with  broken  bones  if  we  made  such  an 
attempt.  With  one  of  our  ablest  young  men  I  entered  when 
the  house  "  was  at  the  full,"  the  audience  being  chiefly  young 
people  and  many  of  them  drinking. 

We  waited  until  a  piece  of  torn-foolery  of  a  most  sensational 
kind  was  acted  out,  and  as  the  curtain  dropped  we  distributed 
our  slips  as  fast  as  possible,  my  friend  taking  the  left  wing  and 
I  the  right  We  kept  at  it  for  some  minutes,  and  by  the  time 
the  slips  were  read  the  whole  place  was  in  confusion,  so  that 
when  the  curtain  rose,  order  could  not  be  obtained.  It  was 
ludicrous  to  hear  the  excuses  made  by  one  and  another  as  they 
passed  us  to  leave  the  place  evidently  ashamed  at  being  caught 
there.  Not  a  word  was  uttered  by  us  and  yet  upon  the  distri- 
bution of  our  slips  the  place  was  nearly  cleared  in  a  few  min- 
utes. We  were  quietly  retiring  when  the  infuriated  landlord 
and  stage-conductor  approached  us,  flourishing  their  fists  very 
near  our  faces  and  threatening  to  throw  us  down  the  stairs. 
We  offered  no  resistance  but  walked  quietly  away  having  suc- 
cessfully ascertained ;  (1,)  That  the  audience  consisted  chiefly 
of  young  people ;  (2,)  That  the  entertainment  was  most  abomi- 
nably pernicious,  and  (3,)  That  our  efforts  could  clear  the  house. 
Never  since  that  night  has  the  place  regained  its  popularity. 

At  another  place  of  great  evil  notoriety  I  have  seen  and  heard 
anxious  appeals  accompanied  by  the  tears  of  parents  (one  a 
poor  widow),  as  they  stood  at  the  entrance  to  the  dancing 
saloon  waiting  for  the  exit  of  sons  and  daughters. 

It  was  especially  in  such  cases  as  these  that  we  received  from 
troubled  parents  the  most  marked  expressions  of  gratitude  for 
our  efforts  in  this  direction.  We  closely  concentrated  our  atten- 
tion for  a  considerable  time  upon  the  rendevous,  and  not  many 
weeks  elapsed  ere  the  young  people  could  no  longer  pass  by 
our  outposts  and  the  place  had  to  be  shut  up.  Instead  of  a 
guard  to  protect  young  people  on  Saturday  night  we  found  a 
closed  and  barred  door  when  we  had  the  pleasure  of  putting  on 
the  lock  our  significant  slip  headed — "  The  Last  Knock" 

A  large  crowd  gathered  around  one  of  our  young  men  one 
night  at  the  Canterbury  Music  Hall,  I  at  once  went  forward 
when  the  proprietor  bawled  out — "Police!  take  this  young 
man  in  charge — he  has  to  my  knowledge  prevented  seven  of 
my  regular  customers  from  coming  to-night."  The  policeman 
replied—  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  it;  I  hope  he  will  prevent  many 
sevens,"  and  then  walked  on.    - 

Did  space  permit,  many  known  results  of  an  encouraging 
nature  might  be  given.  The  members  of  the  Leeds  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  who  have  been  most  assiduous  in 
this  mission,  are  grateful  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  them  in 
seeking  to  stem  the  torrent  of  iniquity,  and  arc  persuaded  that 
were  the  same  means  adopted  in  other  large  towns,  and  carried 
oat  wisely  in  the  spirit  of  prayer,  to  check  and  crush  out  this 
new  fashioned  fascination  of  the  enemy,  great  and  lasting  good 
might  be  done. 


I  wouuo  not  deprive  life  of  a  single  enjoyment ;  but  1  would 
counteract  what  is  pernicious  in  whatever  is  elegant.  If  among 
my  flowers  there  were  a  snake,  I  would  not  root  up  my  flowers  ;.  I 
would  kill  the  snake. 


THE  ONENESS  OF  THE  CHURIL 

ARTHUR  CROSBY. 

Some  are  exulting  and  some  are  groaning  because  of  what 
they  call  the  lack  of  unity  in  the  church.  Some  even  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that  Protestantism  is  a  failure,  because  there  arc 
Methodist  Protestants  and  Presbyterian  Protestants  and  Bap- 
tist Protestants,  and  consequently  no  unity  and  that  thus,  out- 
side of  Rome  at  least,  the  intention  of  Jesus  that  his  people 
should  be  one  even  as  He  and  the  Father  are  one,  is  thwarted. 

Indeed  this  is  one  of  Rome's  most  successful  arguments 
against  Protestantism  and  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  St. 
Peter,  considering  her  own  apparent  uniformity  for  it  is  no 
more  than  apparent  and  hardly  that  now,  to  be  the  true  unity 
Christ  intended. 

Now  there  may  be  other  objections  to  Protestant  Sectarian 
divisions,  but  they  certainly  do  not  destroy  the  unity  of  the 
church,  for  however  diverse  they  may  be  in  their  forms  of  wor- 
ship and  government  and  even  in  the  details  of  their  creeds, 
there  is  still  an  indissoluble  bond  which  unites  these  very 
diversities  and  makes  the  true  unity  more  conspicuous.  (Of 
course  we  speak  of  Evangelical  Protestantism.  This  bond  is 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  as  long  as  this  exists  unity  is 
preserved. 

Our  mistake  has  been  that  we  have  not  recognized  this  as 
the  true  unifying  principle,  and  have  substituted  for  it  man- 
ners, and  modes,  and  observances  of  man's  devising,  or  at  least 
if  found  in  Scripture,  found  only  as  secondary  and  non-essential 
matters.  The  Lord  did  not  say  that  His  people  should  be  one 
in  ritual  or  church  organization  or  in  their  form  of  worship, 
but  one  in  Himself. 

The  unifying  principle  of  the  human  race,  that  which  makes 
it  unmistakably  one,  is  not  dress,  or  education,-  or  customs,  or 
even  form  and  .color,  but  just  that  something  which  we  call 
human  nature.  And  so  the  unifying  principle  of  the  church 
is  nothing  less  than  the  acceptance  of  Christ  what  we  call 
Christianity,  without  any  reference  to  the  form  of  expression  it 
may  take. 

We  recognize  this  in  regard  to  individual  Christians  and 
why  not  when  we  consider  denominational  distinctions.  St. 
Paul  says  "  God  bath  set  some  in  the  church,  first  apostles,  sec- 
ondarily prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  after  that  miracles,  etc." 
And  why  not  say  "  God  hath  set  some  in  the  church  Presbyte- 
rians, and  some  Episcopalians,  and  some  Methodists,  and  some 
Baptists.  Are  all  Presbyterians,  are  all  Episcopalians,  are  all 
Methodists,  are  all  Baptists  ? " 

The  council  of  Jerusalem,  Acts  xv,  clearly  recognized  the 
compatibility  of  denominations  in  the  church  with  its  perfect 
unity,  when  they  declared  that  the  Jewish  Christians  should 
worship  in  their  way  and  the  Gentile  Christians  in  theirs  with- 
out let  or  hindrance.  Yet  the  difference  between  .those  sects, 
was  as  groat  as  any  now  existing  between  denominations  of 
Evangelical  Christians. 

If  the  Queen  of  Madagascar  is  converted  to  Christianity  and 
finds  that  she  can  worship  God  better,  being  uneducated  and 
somewhat  emotional,  without  a  prayer  book,  and  with  much 
physical  exertion,  is  it  not  well  that  there  are  church  organiza- 
tions in  which  she  can  feel  at  home  ? 

And  if  the  refined  Brahmin,  Rahib  Sin,  the  latest  convert  at 
Kolapore,  is  inclined  by  his  education  and  natural  instincts,  to 
approach  God,  somewhat  less  demonstratively  we  should  be 
thankful  that  there  is  a  Christian  organization  ready  made  to 
his  taste.  If  I  can  add  a  column  of  figures  with  more  ease  by 
beginning  at  the  top,  why  should  I  begin  at  the  bottom  so  long 
as  I  succeed  in  obtaining  the  correct  sum. 

Indeed  the  croakings  of  the  friends  of  Protestantism  and  the 


Digitized  by  V^iOOQLC 


260 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[October, 


crowings  of  its  enemies  over  this  division  into  "  sects  are  alike 
without  foundation,  since  undoubtedly  this  very  diversity 
increases  the  force  and  prominence  of  the  essential  unity  of  the 
church,  which  is  never  more  noticeable  than  when  the  differ- 
ent sects  are  brought  together  in  such  meetings  as  the  confer- 
ences of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  where  the  world  sees  that  the 
iove  of  Christ  the  true  unifying  principle  is  paramount  to  all 
distinctions. 

If  these  complaints,  friendly  and  unfriendly,  were  the  only 
result  of  mistaking  what  is  the  true  bond  of  church  union,  it 
would  be  of  little  moment ;  but  the  mistake  leads  to  much  un- 
charitableness,  in  the  denominations  themselves.  In  this  way  the 
church  fails  to  manifest  her  unity  with  the  prominence  due  to 
its  importance.  We  are  to  be  one  in  Christ  "  that  the  world 
may  believe  "  in  Him. 

The  central  point  in  each  denomination  is,  after  all,  Christ, 
and  He  crucified,  and  the  more  we  exalt  Him  and  the  closer 
we  cling  to  Him,  the  more  rapidly  will  our  differences  which 
are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Christ  disappear,  and  the  divine 
unity  of  God's  church  become  evident,  for  we  are  thus  gath- 
ering around  Him  in  whom  alone  we  can  be  truly  one. 


SOME  HINTS  ABOUT  OUR  WORK. 
E.  Cabtwrioht  Thomas. 

There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun — so  has  said  the  wisest 
of  men,  and  who  shall  gainsay  it  ?  If  an  attempt  be  made  to 
picture  what  an  Association  of  Christian  Young  men  should 
be,  how  can  it  be  hoped  that  aught  can  be  said  which  has  not 
already  been  better  said  ?  and  yet  the  reiteration  of  important 
truth  may  not  be  useless. 

Let  us  suppose  an  Association  duly  organized  with  one  or 
several  hundred  members — what  shall  be  its  work  ?  Of  course 
it  chould  have  its  weekly  gathering  for  mutual  edification,  and 
one  evening  at  least  set  apart  for  a  prayer  meeting.  These 
meetings  should  often  have,  as  presiding  officer,  the  presi- 
dent or  a  vice-president  and  the  organization  may  be  expected 
to  languish  indeed  if  one  or  other  of  these  officials  is  not  usual- 
ly in  attendance.  It  is  very  desirable  that,  in  addition  to  this, 
one  or  more  of  the  resident  ministers  of  the  city,  town,  or  vil- 
lage, should  often  be  specially  invited,  less  to  direct  or  control 
than  to  give  to  the  cause,  a  countenance  and  support  which 
coming  from  them  would  be  of  great  practical  value. 

What  should  be  the  exercise*  of  the  weekly  Attociation  meeting*  t 
After  a  due  attention  to  business  details,  there  will  probably  be 
readings  recitations,  essays,  and  here  a  great  mistake  may  be 
made.  The  meeting  has  of  course  been  opened  with  prayer 
and  with  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  after  such  devotional 
exercises  it  has  occasionally  degenerated  into  a  secular  gather- 
ing, by  the  recitation  of  poetical  scraps,  or  the  reading  of  moral 
or  literary  extracts.  The  thoroughly  religious  character  of  the 
meeting  should  be  maintained.  It  should  be  an  assemblage 
for  edification  not  for  amusement,  and  the  minds  of  all  should 
be  elevated  to  the  highest  possible  tone  of  piety,  and  directed 
to  practical  spiritual  improvement.  To  this  end  let  the  read- 
ings or  recitations  and  the  exhortations  as  far  as  possible  be 
prepared  for  the  evening  by  those  best  adapted  by  experience 
to  conduct  the  meetings.  Discussions  on  the  subjects  intro- 
duced should  be  encouraged,  and  the  youngest  as  well  as  the 
oldest  in  age  and  Christian  experience,  should  be  invited  to  ex- 
press their  views  or  seek  for  information.  For  the  leading  aim 
is  to  fill  the  heart  of  each  present  with  a  deeper  sense  of  his 
spiritual  deficiency,  and  with  increased  determination  to  act 
up  to  the  character  which  he  has  assumed  as  a  disciple  of  our 
Lord  and  Master. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  weekly  meetings,  there  may  be 


evenings  set  apart  for  social  union  in  conversation,  or  in  listen- 
ing to  such  readings  and  recitations  as — though  out  of  place 
at  what  may  bo  termed  the  devotional  meeting — would  be  ap- 
propriate and  improving  on  other  occasions.  These  social 
meetings  should  be-  guided  by  the  presidency  of  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  that  all  things  may  be  done  in  or- 
der and  with  discretion. 

The  weekly  prayer-meeting  will  be  dull  and  spiritless  or  earnest 
and  lively  in  proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  present,  and  it  is  almost  presumptuous  to  look  for  His  aid,  if 
His  presence  be  not  sought  before  as  well  as  at  the  meeting. 
As  well  may  it  be  expected  that  a  Sunday  service  in  the  church 
should  be  effectual  to  edification  without  due  preparation  on 
the  part  of  the  minister,  as  to  look  for  a  real  pouring  out  of  the 
heart  in  prayer  if  those  who  attend  the  prayer  meeting — and 
especially  if  he  who  presides  or  those  executive  officers  who  are 
peculiarly  responsible  for  its  success — have  gathered  for  de- 
votional exercises  without  closet  meditation  and  closet  com- 
munion with  Him  whom  they  profess  to  seek  in  the  prayer 
meeting.  Prayer  and  exhortation  should  proceed  out  of  a  full 
heart,  yet  it  is  not  unusual  to  drag  it  forth  by  special  call, 
sometimes  by  way  of  encouragement,  upon  those  whose  utter- 
ances are  in  obedience  to  the  call,  but  not  the  overflowing  of 
love  and  gratitude  and  faith.  Sometimes,  to  use  a  familiar  ex- 
pression, a  prayer  meeting  is  killed  by  the  labored  mutterings 
of  one  who  may  be  quite  in  earnest,  but  who  from  diffidence  or 
inexperience  is  unable  to  give  utterance  to  his  feelings  in  a  tone 
which  will  be  audible  beyond  his  immediate  neighbor.  These 
hints  may  suffice  to  exhibit  some  of  the  causes  of  failure  in  the 
prayer  meeting. 

There  will  be,  of  course,  a  free  Beading  Room  and  Library. 
For  the  due  security  of  the  papers,  and  for  the  maintenance  at 
all  times  of  good  order  in  the  room,  it  is  imperative  that  there 
should  be  always  in  attendance  an  intelligent  and  active  care- 
taker, able  to  receive  strangers,  to  answer  inquiries,  or  to  refer 
inquirers  to  the  proper  sources  of  information.  It  wonld  be 
well  if  a  member  of  committee  were  present  during  the  even- 
ing, and  it  would  be  better  if,  previously  to  the  clearing  of  the 
room  at  a  certain  hour,  the  parties  then  present  were  invited  to 
engage  in  prayer. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  Association  work  in  connection 
with  its  in-door  labor  it  may  be  asked  : 

What  are  the  out-door  dutie*  of  the  Attociation  t 

They  are  manifold  and  vary  according  to  times,  circum- 
stances and  places.  It  is  obvious  that  in  becoming  an  active 
member  of  the  Association  a  public  declaration  has  been  made 
of  a  desire  to  afford  useful  assistance  in  its  objects  and  this 
declaration  will  be  but  inadequately  fulfilled  if  it  be  restricted 
to  an  attendance  at  the  Association  meetings.  The  "  young 
man  "  has  in  effect  declared  that  he  will  be  a  laborer  in  bring- 
ing his  associates,  and  all  within  his  reach,  under  Christian  in- 
fluence. He  will  therefore  exemplify  his  active  membership  by 
a  zealous  endeavor  to  bring  others  into  the  Association.  So 
far  as  time  and  opportunity  will  admit,  he  will  assist  in  the 
distribution  of  tracts  and  other  religious  reading  among  the 
outcasts  or  the  careless  ones ;  he  will  join  readily  in  mission  la- 
bor by  assisting  in  the  organization  of  cottage  meetings  in 
places  beyond  the  reach  of  a  gospel  ministry ;  he  will  seek  those 
who  are  wjthout  a  pastor,  and  without  interfering  with  the 
special  woik  of  the  churches,  he  will  endeavor  to  bring  within 
their  pale  those  who  are  living  in  neglect  of  ordinances,  and 
whose  lives  manifest  their  need  of  gospel  influence.  These  sug- 
gestions are  not  offered  as  exhibitions  of  a  perfect  and  model 
institution,  but  in  the  hope  that  they  may  not  be  found  alto- 
gether useless,  and  may  lead  others  to  reflect  upon  the  duties 
and  requirements  which  are  involved  in  the  declaration  of  theii 
membership  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
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WORK,  FOB  THE  NIGHT  COMETH. 
The  Master's  summons  soandeth  load  and  clear. 

Souls  perish  while  we  stay  • 
We  may  not  loiter,  for  His  voice  we  hear, 
"  Work  while  'tis  called  Unlay." 

The  Saviour  calls.    Let  every  heart  reply : 

Dear  Jesus,  lead  the  way. 
Make  plain  the  pathway  for  me,  then  will  I 
Work  while  'tis  called  to  day. 

Though  perils  fright,  and  Satan's  snares  beset 

Each  footstep  when  I  stray, 
Though  dangers  thicken,  I'll  without  regret 

Work  while  'tis  called  to-day 

Strength  give  me.  Lord,  wisdom  and  grace  bestow, 

Thy  presence  grant,  I  pray  ; 
If  thou  be  with  me,  cheerfully  I'll  go 

Work  while  'tis  called  to-day. 

To  dying  souls  the  message  of  Thy  love 
I'll  carry  while  I  may ; 

Nor  wait  the  morrow's  dawning  ere  I  move- 
Work  while  'tis  called  to-day. 

Oh  never  let  me,  Lord,  lose  moments  here 

In  doubt  or  in  delay  ; 
While  sinners  perish  make  my  duty  clear-» 

Work  while  'tis  called  to-day. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  TWO  CENTURIES  AGO. 
This  is  not  the  first  Christian  century  in  which  associated 
Christian  young  men  have  exerted  a  mighty  influence  for 
good.  Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  the  devoted  and  eminent  Sec 
retary  of  the  London  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  a  recent  address  before 
the  Northampton  (England)  Association  thus  summarizes  the 
results  of  much  patient  historical  research.  We  quote  from  the 
report  given  in  the  London  Quarterly  Metsenger  : 

"  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  came  into  existence  orig- 
inally in  very  strange  times.  They  were  first  formed  in  the  City  of 
London  during  the  latter  years  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign.  In 
{he  interesting  story  of  those  early  societies  we  are  told  of  the  way 
in  which  the  young  men  banded  themselves  together  early  in  the 
morning  and  late  at  night  for  the  study  of  the  holy  Scripture,  and 
how  certain  earnest  and  godly  men,  leaders  of  the  Protestant 
Church  and  Nonconformist  divines  of  the  period,  devoted  them- 
selves to  the  edification  and  instruction  of  these  young  men,  who 
in  the  course  of  years  became  the  right-hand  men  of  those  who  en- 
gaged in  the  glorious  struggle  of  1688. 

"  Subsequently  they  became  the  founders  of  the  great  religious 
'  bodies — the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  the  Society 
for  the  Promotion  of  Christian  Knowledge,  and  the  Society  for  the 
Suppression  of  Vice,  all  of  which  were  formed  from  amongst  the 
religious  communities  which  were  called  into  existence  by  the  re- 
ligious necessities  of  those  times.  But  perhaps  the  feature  of  the 
greatest  interest  in  the  societies  of  those  times  was  that  it  was 
among  them  the  religions  life  and  the  religious  activities  of  Wes- 
ley, Whitfield  and  their  companions  were  developed,  and  that  it 
was  from  the  membors  of  the  Young  Men's  Societies  in  London,  in 
the  olden  time  they  found  their  earnest  fellow-laborers  in  the  great 
work  of  the  religious  revivals  of  the  last  century  ;  while  the  work 
which  had  been  done  by  the  members  of  these  different  Societies, 
of  young  men,  in  the  years  preceding  the  time  of  Wesley  and 
Whitfield,  became  the  foundation  by  which  that  revival  was  en- 
abled to  propagate  itse'f  throughout  London  and  from  thence 
throughout  the  country.  A  long  period  elapsed  before  the  Young 
Men's  Societies  of  modern  times  came  into  existence,  with  a  being 
and  character  very  much  more  in  accord  with  the  feelings  and  ne- 
cessities of  our  own  times." 


BUILD. 

SILAS   FATtMER. 

Build  what  ?  u  Not  an  Association  building,"  says  one, "  for 
we  arc  too  poor  for  that."  "  What  then  can  we  do  ?"  You 
can  build  that  which  shall  be  more  enduring  than  the  Home  of 
the  Washington  Association,  more  useful  than  the  dwelling- 
place  of  the  San  Francisco  brethren,  and  more  delightful  to  the 
Great  Architect  than  the  elegant  edifice  of  the  New  York 
Workers. 

Build  ?  Build  a  temple  to  the  Lord ;  not  a  church  nor  a 
mission  school ;  but  a  temple,  great,  glorious  and  sublime.  All 
around  you  are  the  materials  for  it.  The  tools  are  ready  to 
your  hand.  The  world  demands  its  erection,  angels  watch  for 
it  and  Jesus  says  "  Go  work." 

The  plans  are  all  drawn  and  the  estimates  made.  The  style 
is  the  Christ-like;  the  arches  reach  heavenward  and  the 
columns  are  forms  divine.    The  contract  is  scaled  with  red. 

He  who  raised  the  temple  in  three  days  is  at  once  the  Master 
Builder  and  the  foundation  of  the  work.  We  build  on  the  Rock 
of  Ages.  Jesus  is  the  "  chief  cdrncr  stone."  All  work  is  vain 
that  builds  not  on  faith  in  Him.  Outside  work  is  needful,  but 
the  work  within  is  that  which  beautifies  the  heart. 

The  call  of  the  Builder  too  is  for  stone,  and  this  may  be  quar- 
ried in  store  and  saloon,  in  workshop  and  counting-room,  on 
the  street  and  the  highway.  '  Who  will  be  quarry  men  ?  Stone- 
dressers  are  needed  for  there  is  call  for  "  polished  stones  in  the 
temple  of  our  God."  The  skillful  hands  of  masons  must  fit 
these  into  their  appropriate  places  in  the  spiritual  temple. 

"  Workers  together  with  God !"  Surely  we  are  not  building 
for  nought  The  edifice  is  rising.  Silently,  as  in  one  of  old, 
the  framework  goes  on  without  sound  of  tool  or  implement,  and 
many  a  "  lively  stone  "  will  owe  its  place  in  the  temple  to  the 
organization  and  work  of  our  Associations. 

Wo  should  each  as  "  a  wise  master  builder  "  lay  foundations 
deep  and  strong  in  the  heart  of  every  community,  zealously  la- 
boring for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  those  about  us.  And  may 
the  Lord  Jesus,  whom  we  try  to  serve,  build  us  all  up  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  the  truth,  that  "  fitly  framed  together  " 
we  "  may  grow  into  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord." 


AN  IMPROMPTU  OPEN-AIR  SERVICE. 

LED  BT  HEWMAN  HALL. 

At  a  recent  English  Conference  of  open-air  preachers,  Rev. 
Newman  Hall  said  that  he  had  been  an  open  air  preacher  since 
his  youth,  and  always  delighted  in  it.  He  had  had  three  open-air 
services  weekly  in  connection  with  Surrey  Chapel. 

While  spending  a  few  days  at  Hastings,  on  one  evening,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  public  entertainment,  he  found  the  people  stand- 
ing in  knots  around  the  fountain.  He  was  among  them  as  a 
stranger,  wore  nothing  to  indicate  that  he  was  a  parson ;  but  he 
thought  what  a  pity  it  was  there  was  no  one  to  seize  such  an  op- 
portunity of  preaching  Christ  to  them. 

Then  the  question  came,  "  Why  don't  you  preach  to  them  V 
He  thought  he  was  quite  alone  and  would  look  like  a  fool  if  he  were 
to  stand  up  and  no  one  supported  him.  At  last  he  said  to  a  man 
standing  by,  "  If  I  were  to  begin  and  talk  to  these  people  would 
you  stand  by  met"  The  man  replied,  no,  he  didn't  think  he 
would  ;  and  one  or  two  other  disoottraging  replies  to  a  similar 
question  led  him  to  think,  "  Well,  IVe  made  the  attempt,  and  it's 
of  no  use.  But  he  knew  if  he  did  not  do  any  thing,  the  suggestion 
having  come  to  him,  he  should  reproach  himself  afterward  for  be. 
ing  a  coward 

Then  he  heard  it  announced  that  there  was  to  be  an  auction, 
and  the  people  were  invited  to  go  to  it.  He  at  once  stood  up  on 
the  fountain,  and  said,  "There  was  going  to  be  a  sale  and  they 
would  get  what  they  paid  for,  but  he  could  tell  them  of  good  things 
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to  be  obtained  without  money  and  without  price."  The  people  be- 
gan to  draw  nearer  to  him.  He  went  on  preaching  Christ,  and 
Boon  had  a  congregation  of  some  hundreds.  He  preached  for  half 
an  hour  and  was  then  walking  away,  bat  some  one  accosted  him, 
thanked  him  for  his  address,  and  asked  if  he  would  go  on  the 
beach  and  speak  again.  He  did  so  ;  and  at  the  close  said  he  would 
be  there  again  the  next  evening.  The  result  was  that  each  even- 
ing he  had  been  at  Hastings  he  had  had  a  good  congregation  in  the 
open  air.  He  would,  therefore,  encourage  any  one  who  was  able 
to  speak  to  his  fellow  men  not  to  refrain  because  the  circumstances 
seemed  inopportune. — London  Christian. 

A  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  DEBATING  CLASS. 

The  writer  has  a  Bible  class  that  was  for  upwards  of  two 
years  engaged  in  the  study  of  Old  Testament  history  and  biogra- 
phy, but  the  interest  in  such  subjects  appearing  .to  decline,  some 
change  seemed  necessary. 

After  reflection,  a  topic  for  debate  was  suggested  to  the 
class,  and  without  any  formality  the  different  views  of  the  mem- 
bers were  presented  on  the  following  Lord's  day  and  compared 
first  with  each  other  by  the  teacher,  and  then  contrasted  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Bible,  to  which  all  were  expected  to  submit  their 
judgment. 

The  result  was  really  wonderful.  Instead  of  a  part,  the  whole 
class  engaged  in  study  and  research,  and  the  Bible  was  examined 
from  cover  to  cover,  by  students  anxious  to  justify  some  habit  or 
conviction  that  seemed  for  the  first  time  weak  in  its  premises,  and 
dangerous  in  its  conclusion. 

The  first  question  discussed  read :  "  Is  it  ever  excusable  to  tell 
a  lie?" 

Instance  after  instance  was  adduced  from  the  Scriptures  to  show 
that  good  men  had  told  lies  when  in  great  extremity ;  and  the 
number  was  small  indeed  who  stoutly  held  that  it  was  always 
wrong,  and  that  truth  was  worth  more  than  human  life  or  any 
possible  advantage  that  might  be  secured  by  telling  a  falsehood. 

But  where  is  the  watchful  providence  of  God,  without  which 
not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground,  if  men  need  to  lie  in  self-de- 
fence ?  For  what  did  the  noble  army  of  martyrs  give  up  their 
lives,  if  it  were  right  to  lie  or  even  prevaricate  that  blood  might 
be  spared  f  Were  all  those  men  of  faith  fools,  who  endured  "  cruel 
mockings  and  scourgings,  yea,  bonds  and  imprisonment ;  they 
were  stoned,  they  were  sawn  asunder,  were  slain  with  the  sword," 
(Heb.  11-86)  rather  than  concede  the  truth  for  a  moment  as 
Abram  and  Isaac  did  through  fear  1  A  liar  is  simply  a  coward, 
and  a  lie  cannot  be  excused,  because  it  shows  distrust  of  God. 

Such  views  as  these  dispelled  the  confusion  of  ideas  that  pre- 
vailed at  first,  and  all  agreed  that  "faith  in  God"  would  enable 
one  to  endure  any  temptation  without  thinking  it  excusable  to 
lie. 

We  afterwards  debated  '*  Is  everything  that  happens  under 
God's  providence  right  f ' 

Are  we  to  obey  Matt.  5,  39  to  42  ("  Resist  not  evil  '*)  literally  ?  " 

"  Would  you  prohibit  false  religion  if  you  could  V 

"  Can  a  Christian  be  perfect,  or  live  without  sin  ?" 

"  What  will  be  our  life  in  heaven  ?" 

"Is  hell  a  placer 

"Is  it  a  sin  to  be  sick  f 

"  Should  Christians  attend  the  theatre  1" 

••  Does  the  Bible  encourage  the  drinking  of  wine?1 

-  What  virtue  makes  us  most  useful  1" 

Such  debates  as  these,  the  evidence  in  each  case  being  deduced 
from  the  scriptures,  answer  a  multitude  of  questions  that  lie  In 
the  minds  of  young  people,  and  ore  seldom  reached  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  instruction,  while  a  degree  of  indecision  and  igno- 
rance of  Bible  truth  is  often  discoverable  in  professing  Christians 
that  is  painful  to  contemplate,  and  most  injurious  to  their  charac- 
ters. 

The  writer  has  only  to  say  in  conclusion,  that  the  Debating 
Class  has  a  constantly  increasing  attendance,  and  that  the  mem- 
bers themselves  now  propose  questions  that  hare  grown  out  of 
their  own  daily  lives, 
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CHAPTER.  X. 

Horace  was  almost  as  well  as  ever,  but  that  was  not  really  welL 
He  could  not  get  exercise  enough  to  keep  np  his  health.  The 
doctors  said  he  ought  to  ride  on  horse  bock  every  day,  but  they 
might  as  well  have  said  he  ought  to  dissolve  and  eat  pearls.  He 
took  care  not  to  tell  Maggie  this,  and  she  did  not  know  how  hard 
he  found  it  always  to  take  car  or  stage  when  other  men  kept  them- 
selves young  and  vigorous  by  walking.  Still  she  saw  that  he 
often  was  thoughtful,  almost  depressed,  and  asked  herself  if  seeing 
Tom  White  and  Annie  so  free  from  care,  so  able  to  put  forth  their 
hands  and  take  whatever  they  would,  was  not,  unconsciously, 
making  his  own  poverty  more  conspicuous  and  painful.  He  was 
working  hard,  and  working  lata  ;  would  he  have  had  to  do  this  if 
he  had  no  wife  to  encumber  him?  Pondering  these  questions,  she 
too,  became  more  silent  than  was  her  wont,  and  Horace  soon  per- 
ceived and  misunderstood  it. 

"  Poor  little  thing t "  he  said,  "I  do  not  wonder  she  feels  the 
contrast  between  Annie's  lot  and  her  own!  Here  she  is  sick  and 
weak,  and  needing  delicacies,  and  drives,  and  leisure,  and  I  can 
not  afford  to  give  her  enough  of  either  I  Ought  I  to  have  entered 
on  this  struggle,  and  to  have  let  her  enter  it  with  me  ?  " 

"  A  penny  for  your  thoughts  I "  said  Maggie,  coming  behind 
him,  and  putting  her  cool  hands  on  his  forehead.  He  was  sitting 
over  some  papers,  but  not  occupied  with  them,  and  she  saw  that 
ho  looked  troubled. 

"  Well,  my  dear,"  he  said,  "  if  I  must  confess,  I  was  thinking  of 
you." 

"  Of  me  1  And  with  such  a  face  1 " 

"Yes,  of  you.  Think  of  Annie's  position,  and  think  of  yours  j 
And  you  are  ten  times  as  worthy  of  the  good  things  of  life  as  she 
is." 

"Ah,  I  know  what  all  this  means.  You  think  Tom  and  Annie 
happier  than  we  are !  Why  Horace,  I  am  ashamed  of  you  1  We 
are  the  happiest  people  in  the  world." 

"  Are  we?  "  with  a  comical  look. 

"  Yes,  we  are.  Only  you  get  dyspeptic  now  and  then,  for  want 
of  exercise,  and  then  you  get  to  thinking  things.  Come  now  if 
you  could  put  everything  bock  where  it  was  before  you  knew  me, 
when  you  had  nobody  but  yoursolf  to  take  core  of,  would  you  do 
it?" 

"  And  go  and  board  at  a  boarding  house  ?    No,  I  would'nt." 

"  Then  had'nt  we  better  put  a  good  face  on  our  little  home  and 
enjoy  it?" 

"  One  can't  always  get  into  the  mood  to  put  on  good  faces." 

"  But  one  can  bear  the  contrary  mood  patiently,  and  then  it 
passes  away,  as  moods  will.  Tell  me  one  thing  are  you  over  work- 
ing because  of  me  ?  " 

*'  I  am  not  over- working  because  of  anybody.  Of  course  if  I  had 
no  family  to  care  for  I  should  work  less  than  I  do  now,  for  lack  of 
inspiration.  Or,  if  I  were  rich,  like  Tom,  I  dare  say  I  should  not 
work  at  all.  I  should  fancy  that  I  did'nt  feel  very  well,  and  that 
idleness  was  my  vocation." 

"  Then  I'm  glad  you're  not  rich.  I  have  been  thinking  lately 
that  God  meant  something  when  he  gave  the  work  of  dressing  and 
keeping  the  garden  of  Eden  to  both  Adam  and  Eve.  He  could 
have  made  the  garden  take  care  of  itself,  or  have  given  all  the 
work  to  Adam." 

"  Why,  Maggie  1  Don't  you  read  your  Bible  more  carefully  than 
that  ?  He  did  give  the  keeping  of  the  garden  to  Adam,  and  to 
Eve  he  gave  work  that  Adam  could  not  do,  and  which  gave  her 
plenty  of  occupation." 

"  Well,"  said  Maggie,  drawing  a  long  breath,  "  I  don't  know- 
how  I  came  to  make  such  a  mistake,  but  I  have  really  felt  troub- 
led at  your  having  to  do  all  the  work,  while  I  idle  at  home. 
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For  I  certainly  thought  God  made  Eve  share  Adam's  labors  in  the 
garden." 

"  I  think  that  while  I  go  on  with  my  writing,  70a  had  better 
refresh  your  memory,  by  reading  the  third  chapter  of  Genesis.  I 
believe  I  am  a  little  out  of  sorts,  and  have  been  looking  at  thing8 
through  the  medium  of  a  touch  of  indigestion.  Not  a  very 
glorious  trophy,  to  bring  home  from  the  battlefield,  is  it  T  " 

"  It  seems  as  if  it  was  enough  to  lose  one's  limbs,''  said  Maggio, 
"and  not  have  one's  health  thrown  into  the  bargain.  Horace,  dear, 
would  exercise  on  horse  back  take  the  place  of  walking  1 " 

"  Yes:  but  then  this  beggar  has  no  horse  on  which  to  ride,"  he 
said,  laughing. 

Maggie  stood  in  thoughtful  silence  for  some  minutes,  and  then 
she  said,  in  a  low  voice. 

"Now  I  feel  that  we  are  poor.  But  this  is  God's  choice  for  us ; 
the  choice  of  our  best  Friend.  I  am  sure  Ho  could  refuse  us  nothing 
that  would  give  me  the  pain  that  the  sense  of  your  needing  some- 
thing you  cannot  have,  gives  me." 
Her  eyes  ware  full  of  tears,  yet  she  smiled,  as  she  went  on. 
"  I  don't  know  but  it  is  a  good  thing  to  feel  our  own  weakness ; 
it  makes  God's  strength  seem  so  strong.  We  can't  manage  this 
business  of  your  exercbte,  but  He  can,  and  I  believe  He  will." 

"  Well,  I  feel  all  the  better  for  this  talk,"  said  Horace  "  You 
always  build  me  up  when  I  get  down.  And  now,  little  woman, 
go  about  your  business,  and  1  will  pitch  into  mine." 

"  It  would  be  a  relief,"  thought  Maggie,  as  she  sat  down  at  his 
side  with  her  work  basket,  "  if  I  could  tnlk  this  matter  over  with 
somebody.  But  if  I  tell  Aunt  Jane  or  Annio,  that  Horace  needs  a 
horse,  or  the  use  of  one,  it  would  be  just  the  same  as  asking  them 
to  see  that  he  has  one.  Oh  the  money  Annie  spent  for  me  in  Paris  I 
However,  the  hand  of  Providence  guided  hers ;  why  should  I 
fancy  I  'could  have  guided  it  better  1 " 

At  this  moment  a  note  was  handed  her  from  Annio,  which  ran 
on  thiswise. 
"Dear  Mag: 

Tom  has  had  to  go  and  look  after  his  mother,  who  must 
needs  fall  sick.  And  1  have  got  such  a  cold  that  I  can't  go  to  see 
you  or  anybody.    So  jump  into  the  carriage  and  come  here  this 


minute. — Nan. 

Maggie  tossed  this  note  to  Horace,  and  ran  to  get  ready.  She- 
knew  he  was  too  busy  to  miss  her  much,  and  it  was  pleasant  to 
think  of  seeing  Annie  all  by  herself.  Not  that  she  did  not  love 
Tom,  who  treated  her  like  a  brother,  but  that  his  presence  was 
some  little  restraint  to  her. 

Annie  came  to  meet  her  with  unusual  warmth. 

"  Just  look  at  my  nose  I "  cried  she.  ."  And  this  is  the  night  of 
Mrs.  Erskine's  reception,  and  I  wanted  to  go  I  Is'nt  it  provoking? 
And  a  cold  does  make  one  foel  so  flat ! " 

"  But  you  could  not  have  gone  without  Tom." 

"  Oh  yes  I  could.  There  are  plenty  of  them  who  would  be  only 
too  glad  to  escort  me.  But  only  think  now ;  suppose  Mamma  W. 
should  go  and  die  ;  I  should  have  to  throw  away  all  my  lovely 
things,  and  put  on  black." 

"  Why  will  you  belie  yourself  so,  Annie  ?  To  hear  you  talk  one 
would  think  you  had  no  heart." 

"  You  would'nt  think  so,  for  you  know  better.  Do  you  know 
Tom  and  T  came  the  rarest  to  a  quarrel  to-day  that  we  have  come 
yet.  He  wants  me  to  go  home  to  live,  because  his  mother  is  out  of 
health  and  out  of  spirits,  and  thinks  it  would  cheer  her  to  have  us 
about  the  house.  But  let  me  show  you  how  she  looks."  And 
Annie  put  on  such  a  long,  melancholy  face  that  Maggie  could  not 
help  smil  ng. 

"  I  think  you  ought  to  go  if  Tom  wishes  it,"  she  said. 

"  I  don't  believe  in  mothers-in-law,  much  less  in  living  with 
them." 

"  Nor  do  I,  under  ordinary  circumstances.  But  with  her  only 
■on  gone,  Mrs.  White  has  no  pleasuro  in  keeping  up  her  establish- 
ment.   Think  how  lonely  she  is  I " 

*•  Well,  when  I  married  Tom  I  thought  I  was  going  to  havo  all 
sorts  of  good  times." 

"  It  seems  to  me  you  have  almost  all  sorts.  But  was  not  your 
marriage  to  be  for  Tom's  pleasure,  as  well  asyour's?" 

Annie  colored,  and  replied: 

"  I  don'f  think  it  is  very  kind  in  you  to  take  sides  with  Tom,  and 
against  me  If  there  is  any  one  thing  I  always  detested  the 
thought  of,  it  was  marrying  a  man's  mother  and  sisters.  To  be 
sure  Tom  has  no  sisters :  I'm  glad  he  has'nt,  and  his  mother  might 
be  worse  than  she  is.  But  if  we  go  there  she  will  expect  us  to  sit 
with  her  all  our  evenings,  and  make  me  go  with  her  to  her  socie- 
ties and  things.  And  I  don't  like  to  be  led  round  by  other  peo- 
ple, and  never  dick" 

"  IwbX  what  we  don't  like  is  often  just  what  is  best  for  as,  darl* 


ing.  I  did  not  like  to  see  my  husband  lying  at  tho  point  of  death, 
nor  did  he  like  to  see  me  lying  so.  .  But  I  wish  I  could  tell  you 
what  beautiful  things  grew  up  out  of  those  un-likings.  And  as  to 
being  led  about  by  other  people ;  why,  they  are  often  God's  hands. 
He  is  the  real  leader." 

"  Here  comes  Tom  ?  "  said  Annie,  in  a  tone  of  relief.    She  did 
not  want  to  be  led  by  God's  hand ;  she  fancied  sho  knew  what  was 
good  for  her  better  than  He  did. 
"  How's  your  mammie  ?  "  she  asked  as  Tom  drew  near. 
*'  Dreadfully  low  spirited.    She  says  she  needs  some  life  and  stir 
about  the  house.    And  1  think  she  does." 

Annie  set  her  lips  in  a  way  that  showed  that  there  would  have 
to  be  a  fight  before  she  should  furnish  that  life  and  stir,  and  then 
Maggie  prepared  to  go.  Tom  insisted  on  escorting  her,  and  as 
they  drove  off,  asked,  in  a  piteous  way,  what  he  should  do  to  pac- 
ify these  two  women,  who,  between  them,  wore  bewildering  him 
to  the  very  last  degree. 

"  I  don't  know  what  to  make  of  Annio,"  said  Maggie.  "  She 
never  used  to  be  selfish." 

"Selfish .' "  repeated  Tom,  in  a  tone  of  surprised  indignation. 
'My  Annie?" 
Ah,  well,  what  a  mercy  that  love  is  blind  I 
"  Yes,"  said  Maggie  decidedly.  "  Your  Annie,  my  Annie,  is  not 
herself.  But  she  is  not  spoiled.  I  am  sure  that  if  she  sees  that 
you  really  wish  her  to  go  home  with  you  to  your  mother's  she 
will  yield." 

"  Bnt  I  don't  like  to  urge  her  so,  and  yet  my  mother  needs  us ;  I 
declare  I  never  was  so  worried  in  my  life.  There's  nothing  I 
would'nt  do  for  her,  and  nothing  I  would'nt  do  for  Annie;  but  I 
don't  seem  to  suit  either  of  them,"  he  said  plaintively. 

"  I  am  very  sorry,  but  I  am  sure  it  will  all  come  out  right," 
said  Maggie. 

These  words  were  simple  enough,  but  they  meant  a  great  deal; 
she  was  sure  that  she  was  going  to  pray  about  this  thing  day  and 
night,  and  sure  that  God  would  hear  and  answer  her  in  some  good 
way  of  His  own.  And  though  she  did  not  say  this  to  Tom,  he  felt 
that  there  was  significance  in  her  tone  and  manner,  nnd  that  she 
was  on  his  side.  He  ran  in,  for  a  moment,  to  see  Horace,  and  they 
had  a  little  brotherly  talk  together  which  did  not  amount  to  much, 
in  itself,  but  which  led  Tom  to  think,  as  he  drove  off, 
"  I  do  love  that  man  I " 

And  made  Horace  say  to  Maggie,  to  her  great  satisfaction. 
"  The  more  1  see  of  Tom,  the  more  I  like  him.    He  is  as  good- 
hearted  a  fellow  as  the  sun  shines  on." 

"Aunt  Jane  always  said  so,"  replied  Maggie,  "and  she  has 
known  him  ever  since  he  was  a  little  boy.    But  is'nt  it  strange, 
that  with  such  a  good  woman  for  his  mother,  he  has  grown  up  to 
be  in  and  of  the  world  ?  " 
"  How  good  is  she?  " 

"  Why,  very  good,  I  always  supposed.  She  is  the  greatest  hand 
for  going  to  prayer  meetings,  and  societies  and  associations,  and 
things  of  that  sort." 

"And  who  looked  after  Tom  while  she  was  off  on  theso  expedi- 
tions?" 
"Expeditions?  Do  you  call  prayer  meetings  expeditions?" 
"If  the}  took  her  out  of  her  house,  I  do.    Of  course  I  am  not 
finding  fault  with  them,  but  I  have  observed  that  your  burning 
and  shining  lights  abroad,  often  neglect  to  shine  as  they  ought  at 
homo.    And  I  know,  for  Tom  has  told  me,  that  coming  home  from 
school,  and  invariably   finding    his   mother   out,  he   naturally 
sought  for  other  society,  and  that  not  always  of  the  best  sort." 
"  But  think  how  he  loves  her  ! "' 

"  Yes ;  but  that  is  something  comparatively  new.  It  sprang  up 
out  of  the  death  of  his  father." 

"  How  many  good  things  spring  up  out  of  sad  ones ! "  said  Mag- 
gie thoughtfully.    "Horace,!  begin  to  believe  that  God  distrib- 
utes His  favors  far  more  equally  among  men  than  we  fancy.    How 
many  poor  people  He  makes  rich ,  how  many  rich  people  poor  I 
Think  how  happy  we  are,  and  what  a  little  thing  is  poisoning 
Tom's  peace,  and  Annie's." 
And  then  she  told  him  of  her  conversation  with  them  both. 
"  Well,  I  advise  you  to  keep  silent,  and  not  mix  yourself  up  in 
the  business.    It  is  not  our  affair." 
"  I  rather  think  I  can  leave  it  to  the  Lord,"  said  Maggie. 
"  And  I  rather  think  you  must.    You  look  very  tired." 
"Annie  grieves  me.    It  has'nt  been  a  good  thing  for  her  to 
marry  a  rich  man.    I  dare  say  my  head  would  have  been  turnei 
j  ust  so,  however.1' 

"  Yours  darling?  What  nonsense." 

But  he  acted  as  if  he  liked  such  nonsense,  and  soon  peace  settled 
down  upon  the  little  household,  and  gathered  them  all  under  its 
wings. 

But  Tom  and  Annie  sat  far  into  the  night,  discussing  the  ques- 
tion bis  mother  had  brought  to  a  point,  the  one  coaxing,  arguing, 
despairing,  the  other  unreasonable!,  wilful  and  blind. 

"  Very  well  1  "  cried  Annie,  at  last,  "  it  is  plain  that  you  care 
more  for  your  mother  {ban.  you  do  for  me.    To  gratify  her  wishes 
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70a  would  sacrifice  my  happiness.  If  I  had  known  70a  were 
sach  a  man  " — and  she  filled  up  her  sentence  with  tears. 

"  It  says  in  the  Bible  that  a  man  should  forsake  father  and  moth 
er,  and  cleave  to  his  wife." 

"  Tea  it  does.  Bat  mother  repeated  ever  so  many  texts  to  prove 
that  he  ought  not.  It  does  seem  as  if  there  ought  to  be  a  right  or 
a  wrong  to  this  question.  Would  you  be  willing  to  let  some  other 
impartial  person,  or  persons,  decide  it  f  Horace,  or  Maggie,  or 
both?" 

"  Oh  I  can  tell  you  beforehand  what  they  would  decide  •  They 
would  preach  sermons  by  the  hour  to  prove  that  I  ought  to  give 
np  and  let  you  have  things  your  own  way.  1  have  no  doubt  they 
would  find  such  a  text  as  this  in  the  Bible : 

"  Annie,  you  naughty  girl,  do  what  your  husband  wishes  I"  ' 

In  spite  of  her  nose,  which  she  had  made  even  redder  by  crying, 
Annie  looked  charming  in  her  husband's  eyes,  as  she  uttered  these 
words  in  the  bright  arch  way  that  always  won  him.  Be  caught 
her  and  kissed  her,  and  said  nobody  should  tease  her,  and  that  she 
was  his  own  little  pet,  and — well,  they  all  talk  alike. 

And  Annie  hid  her  triumphant  face  on  his  shoulder,  and  knew 
herself  victorious. 

Maggie  was  just  going  to  sit  down  to  take  lunch  by  herself  a 
few  weeks  later,  when  after  a  furious  ring  at  the  door,  Annie 
rushed  in  threw  herself  into  a  chair,  and  burst  into  a  passion  of 
tears. 

"  What  is  it  darling  f    Tom  r"  asked  Maggie,  tenderly. 

Annie  shook  her  head. 

"  Then  it's  mother— or  father— or  one  of  the  children,"  said  Mag- 
gie, turning  pale. 

"  No,  no,  no ;  it's  some  horrid,  horrid  men  that  Tom  went  and 
endorsed  for.  And  they've  cheated  us  out  of  everything.  We've 
got  nothing  left,  not  a  red  cent." 

And  Annie's  tears  flowed  like  rivers. 

"  Oh,  is  that  all  r"  I  thought  something  had  happened  to  Tom, 
or  that  mother  was  dead,"  said  Maggie  with  great  relief. 

"I  should  think  you  might  say  something  to  comfort  me!" 
Bobbed  Annie.  "  To  think  that  Tom  could  be  such  a  great  big 
goose  I  It  is  just  like  him  I  He'd  give  away  his  head,  if  he 
could." 

"  Dear  Annie,  it  isn't  half  so  dreadful  as  it  seems,"  said  Maggie. 
"  Think  now  how  good  God  is  to  take  nothing  but  your  money. " 

"  Tou  don't  know  what  you're  talking  about,"  said  Annie,  im- 
patiently. "  Can't  you  think  of  something  to  say  that  will  comfort 
me?"  , 

"  I  wish  I  could  dear.  If  God  had  taken  Tom  and  left  you  the 
mone'-,  would  it  have  been  better,  do  you  think  t" 

"  But  why  should  He  take  either  t  Why  couldn't  He  have  let 
things  go  on  just  as  they  were?" 

"Ah,  these  are  questions  I  can't  answer,  dear.    But  He  knows 
why  He  does  this  or  that.    Isn't  it  some  comfort  to  think  that  He 
.  would  not  have  allowed  this  to  happen  unless  it  was  good  for  you 
and  Tomt" 

"  How  can  it  be  good  for  us  1  Just  fancy  now,  if  you  had  put 
your  foot  down  that  you  couldn't  and  wouldn  t  go  to  live  with 
your  mother-in-law,  how  you  would  feel  to  have  things  take  such 
a  turn  that  you'd  got  to  go  and  live  with  her  in  charity  T  Such  a 
letter  as  she  has  written  me  I  I  suppose  it  was  too  good  a  chance 
to  heap  coals  of  fire  on  my  head,  to  be  thrown  away.  Just  read 
that  I"    And  Annie  tossed  a  crumpled  letter  into  Maggie's  lap. 

"  It  is  a  beautiful,  Christian  letter,"  said  Maggie,  as  she  returned 
it.  "I  wish  Horace  could  see  it.  It  would  elevate  Mrs.  White  in 
his  opinion." 

"  He  can  see  it,  and  welcome.  Maggie  Wyman,  why  don't  vou 
say  something  to  comfort  me  instead  of  magnifying  Tom's  mother. 
What  have  1  done  that  I  should  be  humbled  and  degraded  into 
living  on  charity  r" 

Annie,"  said  Maggie,  gently,  "doesn't  tlie  loss  of  tliis  money 
come  as  hard  upon  Tom  as  upon  your" 

"I  don't  know.  No,  it  doesn't.  I  had  been  poor  all  my  life, 
and  know  just  what  I've  got  to  come  to ;  but  Tom  doesn't.  He 
keeps  saying  he  has  got  me  and  that  that's  enough.  But  he  will 
sing  another  tune  when  he  comes  to  sell  off  his  horses  and  wear 
shabby  clothes,  and  all  that." 

"  But  you  said  you  were  to  go  to  live  with  his  mother." 

"  Tee,  till  we  can  get  started  on  something.  Tom  says  he's 
going  to  work.  But  what  soit  of  work  is  he  fit  for?  He  doesn't 
know  anything  about  business,  and  he  is  too  old  to  study  a  profes- 
sion, even  if  he  knew  enough,  which  he  doesn't." 

•'  I  am  very  sorry  for  you  both,"  said  Maggie, "  But  by  and-by, 
when  you  get  over  this  first  shock  and  begin  to  think  how  many 
things  you  have  left,  this  loss  will  not  seem  so  intolerable.  Oh, 
Annie  1  I  have  stood  by  what  I  believed  to  be  my  husband's  dying 
bed,  and  have  looked  down  into  such  an  abyss  of  misery !  And 
you  may  depend  upon  it  that  you  and  Tom  may  yet  be  happy  to- 
gether ;  perhaps  happier  than  you  have  ever  been." 


She  came  and  tried  to  make  Annie  lean  her  head  upon  her 
shoulder,  but  Annie  drew  herself  away  with  a  gesture  of  impa- 
tience. 

So  the  hours  wore  away  till  it  was  time  for  dinner,  when  Horace 
came  home,  bringing  Tom  with  him.  They  had  been  together  all 
day  examining  papers,  and  looked  tired  and  troubled.  But  as  his 
eye  fell  upon  his  wife,  Horace's  face  brightened ;  he  knew  he  had 
come  to  a  loving  heart,  and  a  warm  welcome.  But  Tom's  faco 
lengthened  when  he  caught  sight  of  Annie,  who  sat  listlessly  in  a 
corner,  and  did  not  rise  to  meet  him  as  he  entered  the  room. 

"  Annie,  darling,"  he  whispered,  "  Horace  has  cheered  and  built 
me  up  so  all  day.    Look  up,  and  give  me  a  smile,  do !" 

But  she  only  burst  into  fresh  tears. 

They  had  a  doleful  time  at  dinner  ;  Horace  and  Maggie  tried  to 
keep  up  some  general  conversation,  but  Annie  was  so  dismal  and 
Tom  so  absorbed  in  her,  that  the  whole  scene  was  very  awkward. 

"  I  am  going  to  stay  here  to-night,"  she  proclaimed  a  little  later. 
"  I  am  too  tired  to  go  home.  As  for  you,  Tom,  you  can  go  to  your 
mother's  if  you  like. 

Tom's  lips  quivered.  Wasn't  it  enough  to  become  suddenly 
beggared,  must  his  wife  fail  him  too  V ' 

Horace  looked  on  in  silent  indignation,  Maggie  with  tears  of 
shame. 

"  What  can  we  dot"  she  whispered. 

"  Nothing  just  yet,  dear." 

"  Mary,"  said  Maggie,  slipping  down  into  the  kitchen, "  my  sis- 
ter and  her  husband  are  going  to  spend  the  night  here.  If  you 
will  run  up  and  light  the  fire  in  their  room  I  will  get  it  ready  for 
them." 

Now  Mary,  usually  kind  and  considerate,  saw  fit  to  take  this 
inauspicious  moment  to  rise  from  her  seat  with  a  fling  that  de- 
clared her  disapproval  of  this  announcement.  It  was  a  little  thing 
in  itself,  but  it  hurt  Maggie  as  a  blow  would  have  hurt  her ;  her 
pride  rose  at  its  injustice,  and  she  was  just  going  to  say  with  great 
dignity. 

"  You  are  not  to  dictate  whether  I  should  have  visitors  or  not  I" 
when  a  better  spirit  whispered, "  Hush,  Maggie,  hush ;  this  is  one 
of  the  occasions  of  which  you  have  heard,  for  being  deaf,  dumb, 
and  blind." 

So  she  went  quietly  away  Mary  following  noisily  with  the 
coal-scuttle,  and  her  simple  little  guest-room  soon  began  to  glow 
in  the  cheerful  light  of  the  fire. 

"  I  wonder  what  we  can  have  for  bieakfast,'"  she  said,  forcing 
herself  to  speak  pleasantly,  but  Mary  vouchsafed  no  reply. 
"  Mary,"  she  then  said,"  I  did  not  tell  you  that  my  sister  and  her 
husband  are  in  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  And  I  know  you  always 
have  a  kind  word  or  a  kind  deed  for  those  who  need  it. 

"  It's  very  good  you  are  to  say  so,"  said  Mary,  b lightening.  "Ill 
do  the  best  I  can  for  breakfast." 

Mary  was  gained,  and  .Maggie  had  conquered  herself,  so  she 
went  back  to  the  parlor  with  a  serene  face,  and  she  and  Horace 
spent  the  evening  in  suggesting  every  source  of  consolation  they 
could,  except  the  one  which  for  a  time  they  knew  neither  Tom 
nor  Annie  would  seek. 

It  was  time  for  evening  prayers.  Horace  took  the  Bible,  and 
without  apology  or  embarassment  read  a  Psalm,  and  then  he 
offered  one  of  his  simple,  child-like  prayers,  taking  Tom's  and 
Annie's  trouble  straight  to  God,  telling  Him  all  about  it,  asking, 
what  they  were  to  do  now,  and  especially  that  they  might  have  all 
the  imperishable  riches  hidden  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Tom  s  tears  fell  fast ;  he  had  never  thought  of  or  cared  for  such 
riches,  but  he  could  not  help  feeling  that  He  race  knew  of  what  he 
spoke.  And  Annie  ceased  crying ;  the  directness  and  simplicity  of 
Horace's  words,  went  to  her  heart  and  for  the  time,  hushed  it. 

"  On  the  whole,  Tom,  you  may  as  well  stay  here  to  night,"  she 
said,  and  Tom  accepted  the  grace  thus  vouchsafed,  with  much 
gratitude  and  humility. 

"  Well  I "  said  Horace,  with  a  sigh  of  relief,  as  they  left  the 
room.  "  Come  here  my  little  wife  and  let  me  tell  you  how  I  love 
70U,  and  how  I  pit7  Tom." 

This  tacit  reproach  of  Annie  roused  all  Maggie's  sisterly  love. 

"  Don't  be  hard  on  Annie,  dear','  she  pleaded,  "  When  she  gets 
over  the  shock,  and  comes  to  her  senses,  you'll  see  that  there  is 
more  in  her  than  you  fancy.  She  is  naturally  energetic,  and  will 
fit  herself  to  her  altered  circumstances,  as  soon  as  she  realizes  that 
she  must.  But  I  don't  like  the  idea  of  their  going  and  living  on 
Tom's  mother." 

"  Nor  I.  It  is  better  for  Tom  to  go  to  work,  and  carve  his  own 
way." 

"  Bat  what  can  he  do  r" 

"  That  I  do  not  know.  I  think  his  mother  may  probably  advance 
him  a  sufficient  sum  to  start  him  in  some  way.  He  will,  eventu- 
ally, have  all  her  property,  you  know." 

"  And  then  Annie  will  be  rich  again ! "  sighed  Maggie. 

"  Is  there  anything  so  dreadful  in  that  thought  ?  "  asked  Horace, 
laughing. 
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"  It  is  not  good  for  Annie  to  have  every  wish  gratified,  and  to 
lead  a  gay  life.  It  has  turned  her  head  and  diverted  her  attention 
from  everything  hat  the  mere  outside,  the  mere  shell." 

"  She  has  not  been  as  happy  as  she  fancied,"  returned  Horace  **  I 
remember  full  well,  how  I  fared  when  I  tried  to  live  in  the  world, 
and  yet,  to  keep  on  good  terms  with  my  own  conscience." 

"  Why  can't  you  tell  her  sot  She  likes  you,  and  you  have  influ- 
ence over  her.  She  will  let  you  say  what  she  would  not  hear  from 
me." 

"  I  am  thinking  of  it.    What  have  we  got  for  breakfast  ? 

"  Now  don't  trouble  your  poor  old  brains  about  breaklast  I " 
cried  Maggie.  "After  knocking  about  the  world  and  living 
at  hotels,  neither  Tom  nor  Annie  care  for  anything  grand." 

In  fact  when  they  all  four  sat  together  at  Maggie's  little  round 
table,  Tom  enjoyed  the  novelty  of  its  simplicity;  his  sorrows 
had  not  destroyed  his  appetite,  and  he  was  in  really  good 
spirits. 

And  then  came  morning  prayers,  and  he  found  himself  elevated 
and  touched  as  he  had  been  on  the  previous  evening  he  was 
impelled  by  a  spirit  not  his  own  to  whisper  bashfully  to  Annie  as 
he  took  leave  perparatory  to  another  day  in  Horace's  office, "  when 
we  get  a  snug  little  home  of  our  own,  we'll  have  prayers  too,  won't 
wet" 

Annie  started  and  colored. 

Was  such  a  proposition  to  come  from  him  who  had  made  no 
pretension  to  piety,  while  she  a  member  of  the  church,  had  nevei 
hinted  at  such  a  thing?  She  went  to  her  room  condemned  and 
ashamed,  realizing,  for  the  first  time  how  she  had  been  dishonor- 
ing Him  whose  name  she  bore. 

She  found  Maggie  making  the  bed. 

"  Dear  me,  don't  do  that  child,"  she  exclaimed.  "It  is  a  pity  if, 
brought  np  as  I  was,  I  could'nt  do  it.  It  was  selfish  in  me  to 
stay  here  last  night;  you've  had  to  make  a  fire,  and  get  your  pretty 
little  room  all  in  confusion.  But  you  and  Horace  have  done  us 
good,  ever  so  much  good,  and  I  am  not  going  to  be  so  naughty 
again." 

So  they  parted,  lovingly,  and  after  Annie  had  gone,  Maggie 
thought  of  many  things  she  might  have  said,  vastly  better  than 
she  had  said.  When  Horace  came  home  at  night  she  begged  him 
to  go,  after  dinner,  to  see  Annie.  She  thought  Tom  would  be 
with  his  mother,  who  was  still  confined  to  the  house,  and  that  he 
could  thus  be  sure  of  seeing  her  sister  alone 

But  Horace  hesitated. 

"  I  should  not  know  what  to  say  to  her,"  he  objected. 

"  God  will  tell  you  when  you  get  there.  And  I  will  be  praying 
all  the  while.  I  am  sure  Annie  is  a  Christian,  but  marrying  a 
man  who  was  not,  and  leading  such  a  distracted  life,  and  having 
bo  much  prosperity,  has  unsettled  her.  Think,  dear,  how  happy 
you  are  since  you  came  out  decidedly  on  the  right  side." 

"  So  you  know,  darling,  how  much  you  have  had  to  do  with 
that?" 

"It"  cried  Maggie,  astonished.    "  What  can  you  mean  t " 

"  I  mean  that  I  love  you  dearly,  that's  all  1 "  he  answered,  with 
a  bright  gleam  like  that  of  the  times  before  the  fever  sobered 
him. 

"  Now  you  look  like  yourself  again  1 "  she  said  thankfully. 

Horace  found  Annie  alone,  and  very  glad  to  see  him,  and  they 
fell  naturally  and  easily  into  the  discourse  he  desired.  He  had  a 
very  straight  forward  manly  way  of  doing  things  he  found  it  diffi 
cult  to  do,  so  he  walked  up  to  her,  and  said  : 

"  I  hav,s  come  to  ask  you  to  listen  to  a  little  egotistical  talk ;  may 

"  Why,  certainly/'  she  said.  *•  I  always  liked  to  hear  you 
talk." 

"  Thank  you.  When  I  was  quite  a  boy  my  mother  persuaded 
me  to  join  the  church;  I  did  it  partly  to  please  her,  partly  because 
I  thought  it  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  I  did  not  expect  to  gain 
or  to  lose  much  by  this  step,  but  I  think  now  that  I  gained  by  it. 
For  all  through  my  college  course  it  was  a  check  to  me ;  a  disa 
greeable  one,  I  will  own ;  but  still  it  kept  me  out  of  some  gross 
vices.  I  read  the  Bible  now  and  then,  and  prayed  when  it  was 
perfectly  convenient ;  and  when  my  mother  died,  read  more,  and 
prayed  more,  and  amended  my  life  in  many  ways.  When  I  came 
to  this  city,  T  struggled  into  a  set  that  I  fancied  represented 
good  society  ;  I  followed  their  practices  just  as  far  as  I  dared,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  Aunt  Jane,  and  my  poor  old  father's  prayers, 
should  have  given  up  even  the  outward  semblance  of  piety.  What 
little  I  had  I  concealed  as  carefully  from  the  world  about  me  as  I 
should  now  conceal  vices,  if  I  had  them." 

"  I  have  heard  that  you  were  much  admired  at  that  time,"  said 
Annie. 

"  I  suppose  I  was.  1  certainly  wanted  to  be.  But  there  is  not  an 
element  of  real  happiness  in  the  world  in  which  I  dwelt.  I  had 
thoughtless  gaiety,  but  not  one  satisfied  moment.  Then  came  the 
war.  That  sobered  me.  I  could  not  dance,  and  sing  songs  and 
flirt  with  pretty  girls,  when  my  country  was  in  peril ,  I  enlisted  as 


a  private,  rose  rapidly,  and  then  you  know  what  happened 
next.  It  gave  me  something  I  had  never  had ;  time  to  think  ;  and 
my  thoughts  were  full  of  self-condemnation.  Then  as  I  lay  upon 
my  bed  In  the  hospital,  too  tired  to  talk  or  to  be  talked  to,  I  heard 
conversation  between  my  good  old  father  and  Aunt  Jane,  that 
opened  a  new  world  to  me.  They  spoke  of  the  grateful  joy  in  God, 
the  blessed  fruits  of  sorrow,  the  delight  in  prayer  familiar  to 
believers,  in  a  way  to  inspire  even  a  cold  heart.  At  that  time  I 
had  never  known  such  joy;  prayer  had  always  been  a  task  to  me, 
and  I  had  never  tried  to  make  my  disappointments  bear  fruit. 
But  now  I  lay  there  helpless,  crippled  for  life,  weak  in  body  and 
weak  in  soul ;  mourning  for  my  lost  limb  as  a  mother  mourns  for 
her  child,  finding  support  and  comfort  in  nothing  that  was  left  to 
me.  It  was  then  I  turned,  heart-sick  to  God  in  a  way  quite  new 
to  me ;  and  I  can  tell  you,  Annie  that  he  who  seeks  Him  halt  and 
maimed  does  it  with  cries  of  anguish  that  reach  His  ear." 

"  I  had  no  idea  that  you  felt,  that  any  one  felt  so,"  said  Annie. 
"  I  never  realized  that  to  lose  a  limb  was  so  terrible.  I  have 
often  laughed  and  joked  about  such  things.  But  I  never  will 
again." 

"  I  came  back  here  a  changed  man,"  continued  Horace.  "  But 
old  associations  still  had  power  over  me ;  I  did  not  take  the  open, 
manly  stand  I  might  have  done.  I  wai  euhamed  of  Jetus  when 
with  those  who  despised  and  forgot  him.  I  wanted  to  get  His  sym- 
pathy with  me  in  my  trials,  but  I  wanted  to  do  as  Nicodemus  did, 
visit  Him  by  night.  But  Maggie  broke  in  upon  that  cowardice, 
and  led  me,  step  by  step  into  open  acknowledgement  of  His 
claims.  But  still  I  served  Him  a  good  deal  as  a  slave  does  his 
master,  and  when  I  prayed,  instead  of  finding  the  delight  I  had 
heard  described,  I  felt  as  one  does  who  throws  missies  into  an  ene- 
my's camp.  But  see  how  good  He  was.  He  came  and  threw  me 
once  more  upon  a  bed  of  pain,  made  me  feel  as  if  I  never  should 
lift  hand  or  foot  again,  and  then  when  I  was  beginning  to  get  well 
and  to  snatch  at  the  world  again,  He  threatened  to  take  away  my 
Maggie.  This  time  he  broke  my  heart  all  to  pieces,  and  then 
showed  me  what  he  could  be  to  such  a  heart.  This  world  was 
greatly  changed  to  me  before  our  illness ;  now  it  is  quite  a  new 
one." 

"  But  you  seem  cheerful,  you  seem  happy,"  said  Annie. 

"  I  hope  so,  for  I  am  one  of  the  happiest  men  on  earth.  I  am 
not  now  afraid  of  evil  tidings  or  of  misfortune  in  any  shape.  I 
have  endured,  in  imagination,  it  is  true,  bat  still  I  have  endured, 
the  loss  of  my  precious  wife,  and  have  learned  that  in  love  and. 
faith  I  could  bear  even  that  crowning  sorrow.  And  now,  dear 
Annie,  you  will  see  that  having  given  the  world  a  fair  trial  I  am 
j  ustified  in  speaking  earnestly  of  its  imbecility  in  the  supreme  hours 
of  life ;  and  having  tried  God  I  am  justified  in  giving  my  testi- 
mony to  His  power  to  console  the  saddest  heart." 

"  All  you  say  is  true,  I  dare  say,"  said  Annie.  "But  I  don't  feel 
it.  I  had  a  real  good  time  in  Europe,  and  after  we  got  back.  If 
things  could  have  gone  on  just  so,  I  should  not  have  asked  for  any 
thing  better." 

"  Ah,  but  it  is  not  in  the  order  of  life  for  things  always  to  go  on 
just  to  our  minds.  That  is  the  very  point.  If  they  did  we  should 
never  ask  for  any  thing  better.  That  is  just  our  folly  and  blind- 
ness." 

"  After  all  you  have  said  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  I  could  find  a 
world  without  any  trouble,  I  should  go  and  live  in  it." 

"  There  is  such  a  world." 

"  Tee,  but  we  can't  go  to  it  at  any  moment  we  are  tired  of  this. 
There  would  be  a  great  rush  if  we  could." 

"  And  do  you  really  believe  that  if  you  went  to  it  just  to  escape 
the  troubles  of  this  life  you  would  be  happy  there. 

"  Why  not  t  The  Bible  says  so." 
The  Bible  says  that  the  great  employment  of  heaven  Is  praising 
God.  Now  suppose  a  crowd  of  people  dissatisfied  with  what  He 
has  done  with  them  here,  rush  there  on  that  account,  would  His 
will  be  any  sweeter  to  them  than  it  was  before,  and  would  they 
burst  forth  into  songs  of  praise  f " 

"  Why,  Horace,  what  a  good  preacher  you  are,"  cried  Annie. 
"  I  had  no  idea  you  were  up  to  it. 

"  Horace,  full  of  enthusiasm,  sure  that  he  should  gain  Annie  in 
a  single  evening,  felt  as  if  he  had  wasted  it  as  these  words  fell  on 
his  ear. 

He  looked  at  his  watch,  and  found  that  it  was  time  to  go. 

"  I  am  a  poor  bungler,"  he  said,  "  and  sometimes  wonder  how  i 
ever  dare  to  try  to  do  any  of  my  Master's  work.  But  we  felt  so 
sorry  for  you,  Maggie  and  L" 

And  then  he  went  away. 

But  Annie  sat  and  pondered  his  words  long  after  he  had  gone ; 
she  could  hardly  believe  that  Horace  usually  bright  even  to  gaiety, 
had  uttered  such  serious  views. 

"  I  suppose  he  is  right,  she  said  with  a  sigh,  "  but  I  never  did 
like  your  really  good  people." 

And  she  would  not  listen  to  Him' whose  Holy  spirit  spake  with- 
in her. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution :  Retained. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  As- 
sociations it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
tent until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  thai  of  the  entire 
membership. 


OFFER  TO  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS.. 

The  February  (1870)  number  of  the  Monthly  contains  the 
first  chapter  of  Mrs.  Prentiss's  very  interesting  and  instructive 
story.  Many  of  our  new  subscribers  therefore  naturally  date  their 
subscription  from  this  number.  For  the  benefit  of  all  who  desire 
to  secure  this  story  or  who  wish  to  begin  their  subscription  with 
our  first  number,  we  make  the  following  offer: 

Ant  mew  Subscriber  dating  his  yearly  subscription 
from  July  1870  will  be  entitled  to  all  the  back  num- 
bers OF  THE   PAPER,  HIS    SUBSCRIPTION   EXPIRING  WITH  THE 

Monthly  for  June,  1871. 

Every  such  subscriber  will  in  this  way  secure  also  the  scries 
of  pictures  of  Association  buildings  beginning  with  the  edifice 
in  New  York  and  designed  to  include  the  pictorial  representa- 
tion of  all  our  buildings 

HOW  TO  BIND  THE  MONTHLY. 

We  are  able  to  make  the  following  offer  to  our  subscribers 
and  we  hope  that  every  Association  with  a  reading  room 
will  send  to  us  immediately  for  this  excellent  self  binder. 

Koch's  patent  self  binder,  full  cloth  sides  with  neat  gilt  side 
stamp,  manufactured  expressly  for  the  "  Association  Monthly  " 
will  be  furnished  to  subscribers  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  one  dollar.  Full 
directions  accompany  each  binder.  No  subscriber  should  be 
without  one.    Address,  enclosing  one  dollar,  R.  C.  Morse. 

Association  Building  Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  28d  St.  N.  Y. 


THE  MONTHLY  AND  THE  CONVENTION. 
The  action  of  the  General  Convention  at  Indianapolis,  in 
cordially  endorsing  the  Association  Monthly  meets  with 
a  hearty  response  from  our  State  and  Provincial  Conventions. 
From  Charlottetown,  and  Poughkeepsie,  last  month  came 
encouraging  resolutions  of  aid  and  support.  We  thank  our 
brethren  for  their  fraternal  response.  Already  the  good  fruit 
of  it  is  appearing.  Our  members  are  taking  a  personal  interest 
in  securing  subscribers.  They  recognizo  as  never  before  the 
urgent  call  there  is  for  such  a  paper,  to  represent  the  Associa- 
tions and  advocate  the  cause  in  the  press ;  to  secure  for  them 
from  the  pens'  of  eminent  writers  and  workers  in  the  church 
words  of  counsel  and  encouragement ;  to  foster  the  spirit  of  a 
devoted  Christ)  ike  enthusiasm  in  all  our  work  for  the  Master 
and  our  fellow  men,  and  to  keep  our  members  and  the 
Christian  public  informed  of  our  work.  Tho  responsibility, 
also,  of  every  member  in  conferring  by  his  subscription  that 


aid  which  is  the  only  capital  of  the  enterprise  is  more  gener- 
ally acknowledged. 

With  this  hearty  co-operation  10.000  subscribers  will  be 
easily  obtained. 

Many  thousand*  more  are  needed  if  the  paper  is  to  yield  a 
good  revenue  for  the  support  of  our  work  and  its  rapid  exten- 
sion over  the  country.  But  we  have  thousands  of  active  stir- 
ring young  men  in  our  membership,  and  many  other  friends 
beside.  We  feel  sure  of  their  support  as  soon  as  the  cause  is 
truthfully  and  properly  presented  to  them.  This  the  brethren 
are  beginning  to  do  with  a  fresh  earnestness  as  the  active  season 
of  the  year  is  ushered  in.  We  trust  and  believe  that  our  mem- 
bers everywhere  will  co-operate  in  this  enterprise,  which  they 
con  make  the  aggressive  agent  of  our  Associations  throughout 
the  continent.  For  not  only  does  the  circulation  of  this  paper 
carry  with  it  a  knowledge  of  our  work,  but  its  profits  will  be 
chiefly  devoted  to  sustaining  men  and  agencies  for  the  increase 
in  number  and  efficiency  of  our  Associations  throughout  the 
land. 

We  call  on  all  who  would  promote  the  work  of  reaching 
with  the  Gospel  of  Christ  and  saving  the  young  men  of  this 
continent  to  aid  us  by  subscription  and  contribution  that  this 
paper  may  become  a  power  for  good  among  our  Associations 
and  throughout  the  country. 

Every  effort  will  be  made  to  give  interest  to  the  contents  of 
the  paper.  We  thank  the  brethren  for  their  co-operation  thus 
far.  Many  fresh  and  instructive  items  of  news  have  been  sent  us 
as  well  as  words  of  cheer  and  counsel.  We  ask  those  engaged  in 
working  for  young  men  to  take  an  interest  in  filling  our  col- 
umns with  what  will  encourage  the  heart  and  nerve  the  hand 
of  all  who,  with  the  help  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
are  seeking  to  bring  young  men  to  Him  as  the  only  Saviour 
from  the  penalty  and  power  of  the  sin  that  is  proving  their 
ruin. 

THE  PROSPECT  FOR    1871. 

Very  encouraging  is  the  statement  of  the  growth  and  pro- 
gress of  our  work  the  past  year  as  it  is  set  forth  in  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Convention  at  Indianapolis  and  the  documents  appended 
to  them. 

The  number  of  cur  associations  is  steadily  increas- 
ing. Though  the  names  of  62  societies  are  stricken  from 
the  roll  of  last  year  there  are  more  Associations  on  the  continent 
to-day  than  ever  before,  as  the  following  summary  abundantly 
demonstrates : 

In  1866  to  the  General  Convention  met  at  Albany  only  68 
Associations  reported. 


Montreal. 

1807. 

Detroit. 

1868. 

Portland. 
188B. 

Indianapolis. 

uno. 

Assoc'ns  reporting 141 

Aasoc'ns  not  reporting  104 

267 
250 

825 
884 

378 
425 

Total.  245  618  659  808 

The  statement  for  this  year  is  all  the  more  encouraging  from 
the  fact  that  among  Associations  not  reporting  are  to  bo  reck- 
oned the  large  and  vigorous  one  in  Chicago  and  70  of  the  97 
which  exist  in  Pennsylvania.  Most  of  these  are  known  to  be 
■prospering,  but  owing  to  their  recent  origin  and  for  other 
reasons  have  not  been  able  to  send  up  a  report  this  year.  Many 
others  of  whom  no  formal  statistics  hare  been  received  ore 
known  to  be  actively  at  work. 

8,228  conversions  are  reported  by  72  Associ  itions  while 
many  others  speak  of  deep  ond  fruitful  religious  interest  with- 
out adding  any  estimate  of  the  number  converted. 
50,001  members  are  on  the  rolls  of  825  Associations. 
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Daily  Prater  Meetings  are  sustained  in  sixty-one. 
Open  air  Services  are  held  by  sixty,  and 
Bible  Classes  are  formed  in  only  fifty-two  Associations. 
122  Ayes  and  39  Noes.  All  Associations  reporting  to  the 
Executive  Committee  are  asked  to  give  an  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion :  "  Was  tie  Day  of  Prayer  observed  by  you  last  November 7" 
One  hundred  and  sixty-one  (161)  Associations  replied  to  this 
inquiry  last  summer  and  their  answer  is  recorded  in  the  ap- 
pendix of  the  proceedings  just  published.  One  hundred  and 
twenty-two  (122)  answer,  "  Yes;"  and  only  thirty-nine  answer 
"  No/'  The  number  observing  the  day  is  larger  than  in  any 
preceding  year ;  but  it  could  be  greatly  increased.  The  ayes 
have  it  already  but  we  call  for  a  unanimous  affirmative  vote  on 
the  second  Lord's  day  in  November.  Let  us  ask  the  attention 
of  our  brethren  and  Christian  friends  to  its  observance  that 
we  may  unite  the  hearts  of  all  praying  disciples  in  behalf  of 
the  cause  of  Christ  among  young  men. 

association  buildings. 
The  following  table  gives  the  names  of  Associations  owning 
buildings  with  the  value  of  each  edifice. 

Place.  Value.  Debt. 

Bethlehem,  Pa., $25,000 $6,500 

Newtown,  N.Y 5,000 2,000 

N.Y.City 500,000 150,000 

N.  Y.  City.  (German) 20,000 17,000 

Omaha,Neb 6,000 1,500 

Philadelphia,  Pa 75,000 

Rockport,  Mass 8,500 1,500 

San  Francisco,  Cal 125,000 45,000 

Shoreham.Vt 2,000 400 

Chicago 200,000 

Washington,  D.  C. 200,000 

The  buildings  in  Chicago  and  Washington  are  owned  by 
joint  stock  companies,  only  a  part  of  the  stock  being  the  prop 
erty  of  the  Association.  It  is  expected  that  the  Associations 
will  in  time  be  able  to  purchase  the  stock  and  own  the  build- 
ings. 

building  funds. 
Emulating  the  example  of  the  brethren  in  the  above  named 
places  many  Associations  are  accumulating  funds  with  which  to 
erect  buildings.  In  Cleveland,  Ohio,  good  progress  has  been 
made  but  we  are  not  able  to  give  tho  exact  amount  thus  far  se- 
cured. In  the  following  places  the  amounts  named  have  been 
pledged. 

Plice.  Amount  of  Fund. 

Boston,  Mass $85,000 

Aurora,  Ills 6,000 

Chelsea,  Mass 15,000 

Manchester,  N.  H., 500 

Minneapolis,  Minn 500 

New  London,  Ct. 600 

Poughkeepsie,N.  Y 6,400    * 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 20,000 

Westerly, B.  L..- 500 

These  facts  speak  in  a  language  of  their  own.  They  give 
encouragement,  for  substantial  progress  is  recorded  by  them. 
They  call  us  •  to  thoughtful  reflection,  for  they  indicate  what 
our  Associations  are  accomplishing  in  different  departments 
of  effort.  They  stimulate  us  to  more  earnest  prayer  and  to 
more  energetic  activity  in  every  branch  of  our  work. 

Preaching  Every  Day.  Preaching  services  in  the  open  air 
are  held  daily  by  the  brethren  in  Washington  and  we  hear  of 
more  good  results  from  these  than  from  any  similar  meetings 
elsewhere.  One  reason  for  this  is  that  they  are  repeated  daily. 
We  call  the  attention  of  the  brethren  everywhere  to  this  feature 
of  the  service  because  we  hope  to  hear  of  other  places  where  the 
same  plan  is  followed. 

We  meet  for  prayer  every  day  during  the  week,  and  we 
should  gladly  seize  any  opportunity  of  preaching  the  gospel 
with  equal  frequency. 


DOWN  WITH  THE  GAMBLERS. 

From  the  Saratoga  Association  we  receive  the  following 
cheering  account  of  the  efforts  they  have  made  to  suppress  the 
gambling  that  has  been  so  openly  and  unblushingly  practised 
there  this  season  in  defiance  of  the  law  of  the  land  : 

"  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Saratoga  Springs 
last  summer  appointed  a  committee  of  five  to  endeavor  to  sup- 
press gambling  at  Saratoga  Springs.  We  made  a  complaint 
against  John  Morrissey's  gambling  house.  He  appeared  with 
his  counsel  and  endorsed  on  the  back  of  his  complaint  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  all  charges  in  the  complaint,  and  gave  bail 
to  appear  before  the  Graud  Jury  at  the  next  session  of  court 
Other  gambling  houses  have  likewise  been  bound  over  to  an- 
swer at  the  next  session  of  the  County  Court.  Several  gambling 
houses  have  packed  up  and  left  town.  We  have  employed  first 
class  counsel  and  are  determined  to  press  this  matter  until,  if 
possible  all  the  gambling  houses  are  closed.  We  have  been 
aided  by  sympathy  and  encouragement  from  Christians  at  home 
and  abroad.  Some  two  hundred  dollars  have  been  contributed 
by  collections  taken  up  in  our  union  daily  prayer  meeting  and 
by  contributions  from  other  sources.  We  have  also  held  public 
meetings  to  wake  up  public  sentiment  which  is  strongly  in  our 
favor." 

This  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Wicked  men  among  us 
often  grow  bold  in  their  wickedness  because  of  an  indifference 
amounting  to  pusillanimity  on  the  part  of  Christian  citizens. 
It  is  our  duty  to  see  to  it  that  the  law  of  the  land  is  executed. 
These  Christian  young  men  have  set  a  noble  example  in  this 
direction.  They  did  not  consider  that  a  gambler  defying  the 
law  was  hopelessly  unassailable  because  he  happened  to  be  in- 
side the  ring  and  a  member  of  Congress.  It  is  time  that  shame- 
less wickedness  in  high  places  received  stern  rebuke  from  the 
Christian  citizenship  of  the  country.  We  rejoice  that  our 
brethren  in  Saratoga  have  received  such  hearty  sympathy. 
Let  all  the  friends  of  truth  and  Christianity  in  the  land  make 
sure  that  this  honorable  attempt  to  put  down  by  fair  and  legal 
means  the  defiant  impudence  of  lawless  men  does  not  fail  for 
lack  of  proper  Christian  support. 


A  SUB-COMMITTEE  ON  INTRODUCTION. 

The  formal  welcome  extended  at  Poughkeepsie  to  the  New 
York  State  Convention  last  month  was  chiefly  of  a  social  char- 
acter. It  resembled  in  this  respect  the  opening  meeting  of  the 
Ohio  Convention  last  year.  A  handsome  collation  of  fruit,  ice 
cream  and  cake  had  been  provided  by  the  courteous  hospitality 
of  the  ladies.  After  a  few  minutes  spent  in  listening  to  ad- 
dresses by  Professor  Morse.  Rev.  F.  B.  W  heeler,  and  Mr.  J.  I. 
Piatt,  the  evening  was  chiefly  devoted  to  social  intercourse,  the 
members  of  the  convention  thus  becoming  well  acquainted 
with  one  another  and  with  those  among  whom  they  had  come 
as  guests. 

One  thing  that  greatly  contributed  to  this  was  the  determin- 
ation of  the  committee  of  the  Poughkeepsie  brethren  that  we 
should  know  each  other.  They  devoted  themselves  assiduous- 
ly to  the  self-denying  work  of  mutual  introduction.  Some  del- 
egates with  no  effort  on  their  own  part  found  themselves  con- 
versing with  one  after  another  in  pleasant  succession  thus  un- 
consciously enlarging  their  acquaintance.  We  commend  this 
wise  activity  of  the  Poughkeepsie  brethren  to  all  who  may  enter: 
tain  State  Conventions.  Indeed  we  venture  to  suggest  to  those, 
who  are  preparing  to.  receive  conventions  the  appointment  of 
a  special  suk-eommittee  on  Introduction,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  at 
the  welcome  meeting  to  see  to  it  that  the  delegates  have  no 
excuse  for  not  becoming  well  acquainted  with  one  another. 
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ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  LONDONDERRY, 
IRELAND. 

Concluded  from  fir*  pag*. 

Entering  by  the  front  door  of  the  lower  basement  yon  pass 
into  a  very  large  and  commodious  news  room  behind  which  are 
the  committee  and  class  rooms.  Going  up  stairs  on  the  first 
landing  you  reach  the  Library,  then  a  few  steps  farther  np  the 
large  room  in  which  are  held  all  bur  meetings ;  this  room  has 
often  had  assembled  in  it  400  persons.  An  effort  is  now  being 
made  te  erect  a  Gymnasium  on  the  vacant  ground  behind  the 
hall." 

The  Building  Committee  submitted  their  final  report  last 
June  giving  the  entire  cost  and  debt  as  above  stated,  and  add- 
ing : 

"  Since  the  Hall  was  opened  the  Committee  have  erected  a 
Caretaker's  house,  and  built  a  new  wall  round  the  entire  prem- 
ises. They  have  also  erected  an  ornamental  railing  on  cut  stone 
basement,  with  handsome  piers,  in  front  of  the  building." 

The  Londonderry  Association  is  doing  a  good  work.  It  has 
about  350  members  and  employs  the  following  useful  agencies 
in  influencing  young  men  for  good :  first  and  foremost,  the  Bi- 
ble class,  then  Devotional  meetings,  Tract  Distribution,  Quarry 
District  Sunday  School,  Reading  room,  Library,  Public  Lec- 
tures and  Essays,  Elocution,  Debating,  French  and  Music  classes. 

STATE  CONVENTIONS. 

We  give  below  a  table  containing  the  times  and  places  of  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Conventions  which  have  not  yet  assembled  this 
year. 

Vermont October  13 St.  Johnsbtuy. 

Massachusetts October  18 Chelsea. 

Pennsylvania October  18 Scranton. 

Rhode  Island October  19 Pawtucket 

Connecticut October  20 Bridgeport. 

New  Hampshire October  35 Concord. 

Maine October      Augusta. 

Ohio November  8 Cincinnati. 

Wisconsin November  3 Janesville. 

Minnesota Jan.  11, 1871 Rochester. 

Iowa.... April,  IowaCity. 

Michigan Jackson. 

Indiana Greencastle. 


A  Buildinq  Fond  for  the  Dundee  Association  (Scotland) 
has  lately  been  started  and  we  give  in  another  column  an  ac- 
count of  the  efforts  the  brethren  are  making  to  secure  an  edifice. 
They  have  every  prospect  of  success,  and  will  have,  if  we  are 
correctly  informed,  the  first  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  ever  erected 
in  Scotland.  Such  an  example,  however,  should  be  quickly 
imitated. 


Unwilling:  to  be  Corrected.  Some  other  people,  it  seems, 
beside  the  editor  of  the  Congregationalist  blundered  over  the 
article  of  our  careful  and  excellent  contributor,  entitled  "  Un- 
fetter the  Pulpit"  The  C<mgregationdlitt  therefore  concludes 
that  its  blunder  was  not  a  blunder,  and  modestly  expresses  a 
willingness  to  undergo  some  self-denial  if  it  could  "  insure  the 
repudiation  by  the  organ  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation of  '  inculcating  erroneous  doctrine,  as  among  the  funda- 
mentals of  the  Gospel.' "  It  will  be  time  to  talk  of  repudiation 
when  the  Congregatwnalitt  can  substantiate  by  something 
stronger  than  the  misapprehensions  of  other  people,  a  charge 
which  it  here  repeats  after  it  was  last  month  fairly  and  at  some 
length  rebutted  in  our  columns.  The  charge  is  at  the  best  far 
from  being  a  cheerful  one.  When  it  is  shorn  of  all  truthfulness 
it  begins  to  wear  an  ugly  look.  But  when  an  adequate  reply 
makes  it  without  excuse,  its  reiteration  is  something  very  like 
a  grievance,  and  gives  a  new  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  old 
adage: 

"  A  man  convinced  against  his  will 
Is  of  the  same  opinion  still." 


PROVINCIAL    CONVENTION  IN  OTTAWA. 

The  Third  Annual  Convention  of  our  Associations  in  the 
British  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  met  in  Ottawa,  Tues- 
day evening,  Sept.  7th.  After  an  opening  address  by  Mr.  W. 
A  Lamb,  the  President  of  the  Ottawa  Association,  the  reading 
of  a  letter  of  welcome  from  the  mayor  of  the  city  who  was  un- 
avoidably absent,  and  several  addresses,  the  meeting  adjourned. 
Permanent  officers  were  elected  on  Wednesday  as  follows : 
President,  Mr.  W.  Johnson  of  Belleville ;  Vice-Presidents,  Prof. 
Duff,  M.  A.,  Sherbrooke;  Messrs.  G.  A.  Young,  Hamilton;  W. 
A.  Lamb,  Ottawa;  W.  J.  McCalla,  St.  Catherines;  R.  C.  Both- 
well,  Toronto ;  A.  P.  Northrop,  Belleville;  Secretary;  Mr.  J. 
H.  Roper,  Cobourg. 

Sixty  delegates  representing  30  Associations  were  present. 

Interesting  reports  were  listened  to  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day from  the  Associations  in  Belleville,  Hamilton,  St.  Cather- 
ines, Toronto,  Barrie,  Quebec,  Ottawa,  Coburg,  Montreal,  Peter- 
borough. The  statements  were  mainly  encouraging  and  give 
promise  of  an  activity  the  present  season  greater  than  ever  be- 
fore. The  following  Executive  Committee  for  the  Provinces 
was  appointed: 

A.  Sandham,  Montreal;  S.  Thompson,  St.  Catherines;  J. 
Morphy,  Toronto;  Rev.  Wm.  Hall,  Prescott ;  W.  A.  Lamb, 
Ottawa ;»Rev.  Wm.  Hansford,  Barrie;  and  William  Anderson, 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.  Salutations 
were  exchanged  with  the  Temperance  Convention  then  in  session 
at  Montreal.  Practical  topics  were  discussed,  special  emphasis 
being  laid  on  the  importance  of  personal  consecration,  frater- 
nal sympathy  with  the  brethren  and  individual  effort  for  young 
men. 

It  was  voted  that  hereafter  this  Convention  consist  of  del- 
egates from  Associations  in  every  province  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  St.  Catherines  was  selected  as  the  place  of  meeting 
for  next  year. 

'  The  farewell  meeting  was  specially  interesting.  Mr.  K.  A. 
Burnell,  of  Aurora,  111.,  was  present  during  the  sessions  and  con- 
tributed to  make  them  profitable  and  instructive.  We  look 
for  blessed  results  from  this  Convention. 


PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION  IN  CHARLOTITE- 
TOWN. 

The  Convention  of  our  Associations  in  the  British  maritime 
provinces  met  last  year  at  Pictou,  and  the  delegates  brought  a 
rich  blessing  with  them.  A  powerful  work  of  grace  attended 
and  followed  their  visit.  We  look  for  a  similar  blessing  from 
the  glorious  Convention  of  this  year  which  assembled  Sept  6th 
in  Charlottetown  on  Prince  Edward's  Island. 

On  that  evening  at  the  welcome  meeting  the  large  Wesleyan 
church  in  which  the  delegates  met  was  crowded.  Hon.  CoL 
Gray  of  Charlottetown  presided,  and  interesting  and  eloquent 
addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  D.  Fitzgerald,  Judge  Hensley  and 
Mr.  Laird  of  Charlottetown,  Rev.  Mr.  Gaetz  of  Pictou,  Mr. 
Welsh  of  St  John,  Mr.  Morrow,  of  Halifax  and  Mr.  B.  C.  Wet- 
more  of  N.  Y.  City,  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
United  States. 

The  next  day  the  following  officers  were  elected :  President, 
Wm.  Heard,  Charlottetown  ;  Vice-Presidents,  W.  B.  White,  St 
John,  N.  B. ;  J.  B.  Morrow,  Halifax ;  Dr.  Christie,  Pictou ;  T. 
M.  King,  Antigonish  ;  Hon.  S.  Creelman,  Springside :  Dr.  Sharp, 
Upper  Norton ;  B.  C.  Wetmore,  N.  Y.  Secretaries :  W.  B.  Mc.- 
Nutt,  Halifax ;  William  Harris,  Pictou ;  F.  S.  Moore,  Charlotte- 
town. 

The  discussions  which  occupied  the  brethren  in  their  delib- 
erations were  on  practical  themes  and  new  inspiration  was  re- 
ceived for  the  glorious  work  to  which  we  are  called. 
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The  Association  Monthly  was  cordially  endorsed  and  many 
subscribed  for  the  paper. 

Sixty-eigh't  Associations  reported,  an  increase  of  34  since  the 
last  convention.  176  delegates  were  present.  All  the  Associa- 
tions report  prayer  meetings  and  also  Bible  classes,  a  feature  in 
which  they  might  be  advantageously  imitated  by  all  our  socie- 
ties. Resolutions  of  thanks  to  John  S.  McLean,  Esq.,  of  Halifax, 
for  his  faithful  labors  for  the  Associations  were  passed,  and  res- 
olutions of  sorrow  for  the  loss  of  the  Halifax  brothers  in  the 
ill-fated  steamer,  City  of  Boston. 

Interesting  statements  were  made  by  Mr.  Pitblado  of  New 
Glasgow,  of  the  work  in  his  country  district,  and  by  the  Pictou 
delegates  of  the  wonderful  work  of  God  wrought  in  their  town 
through  the  agency  of  Associations. 

Numerous  prayer  meetings  were  held,  and  there  were  open 
air  services  every  day  at  «  and  9  1-2  P.  M.,  all  of  which  were 
well  attended.  The  Farewell  Meetings  Sunday  night  Sept.  11, 
filled  two  churches  and  were  deeply  interesting. 

A  wonderful  scene  was  witnessed  the  evening  (Sept.  12)  after 
the  farewell  meeting.  The  young  men  of  the  city  held  a  meet- 
ing at  which  Mr.  J.  S.  McLean  of  Halifax,  presided.  Stirring 
addresses  were  made  and  130  young  men  enrolled  themselves 
on  the  spot  as  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  enthusiasm 
was  unbounded.  Chailottetown  will  not  soon  forget  this  Con- 
vention. It  will  have  a  story  to  tell  equal  in  interest  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Pictou  revival.  The  influence  of  this  Conven- 
tion will  be  deeply  felt  throughout  the  Provinces.  The  dele- 
gates were  earnest  and  devoted  men  who  mean  work,  and  they 
have  gone  home  with  their  hearts  full' of  the  love  of  Jesus  and 
of  souls. 

THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  CONVENTION. 

The  fifth  largest  and  most  interesting  Annual  Convention 
of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  State  of  New  York  assembled 
on  Tuesday,  September  6th  in  Poughkeepsie.  A  goodly  num- 
ber of  delegates  from  the  different  Associations  of  the  State 
were  present  at  the  very  opening  of  the  convention.  Permanent 
organization  was  effected  by  re-electing  Mr.  B.  B.  McBurney  ot 
New  York,  President,  Mr.  A.  J.  Holbrook,  of  Ogdensburgh, 
Yerranus  Morse,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  Messrs.  Nicholas  Cain,  of 
Schenectady,  and  J.  L  Heath  of  Poughkeepsie,  Vice  Presidents, 
and  Messrs.  R.  S.  Holmes  of  Auburn,  and  Charles  J.  Schelegal  of 
New  York  German  Association,  Secretaries.  Delegates  con- 
tinued arriving  through  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  till  the  whole 
number  reached  one  hundred ;  a  larger  number  than  has  ever 
before  attended  a  New  York  State  Convention. 

At  the  welcome  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  brief  and  timely 
addresses  were  made  by  Prof.  S.  F.  B.  Morse  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens,  Rev.  F.  B.  Wheeler  on  behalf  of  the  clergy,  Mr.  J. 
L  Piatt  for  the  Association  of  Poughkeepsie.  The  President  of 
the  Convention  briefly  responded,  and  the  rest  of  the  evening 
was  wisely  given  up  to  social  intercourse  about  the  collation 
hospitably  provided  by  the  ladies  of  Poughkeepsie.  Thus 
made  well  acquainted  with  one  another  the  delegates  entered 
on  their  work  ready  for  harmonious  action.  . 

The  Holy  Spirit's  presence,  invoked  in  the  earliest  hours  of 
the  convention  was  increasingly  felt  up  to  the  last  parting 
moments.  The  utmost  harmony  prevailed  throughout. 
The  discussions  were  based  largely  on  personal  experience, 
and  but  very  little  mere  theorizing  was  indulged  in.  As  a 
working  convention  it  has  never  been  excelled.  Some  full  ses- 
sions for  business  were  held  besides  committee  meetings  in  in- 
terims, and  open  air  services.  Some  of  the  sessions  were  of  an 
exceedingly  deep  religious  character  and  all  were  marked  with 
a  calm  earnestness  more  characteristic  of  old  than  of  young 
men. 

There  were  twelve  different  topics  for  discussion  brought  be- 


fore the  Conveution  and  the  results  of  these  discussions  can  hard- 
ly fail  to  produce  renewed  and  more  systematic  effort  in  the  direc- 
tion to  which  they  severally  look.  The  impression  of  the  Con- 
vention in  regard  to  them  was  well  expressed  by  tne  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions.  It  urged  the  necessity  of  "  per- 
sonal effort "  to  fill  up  our  meetings  and  bring  in  strangers,  the 
wisdom  of  appealing  for  money  for  Association  Expenses,  1st  to 
Members,  2d,  to  Pastors  for  their  favorable  help ;  3d,  to  Ladies 
for  their  active  assistance  through  fairs,  suppers,  and  the  like, 
above  all,  "  be  instant  in  prayer ;"  the  utility  of  social  gatherings 
as  demonstrated  by  wide  experience ;  the  absolute  need  of  the 
Association  Monthly  to  an  intelligent  understanding  of  our 
work  throughout  the  country,  and  the  importance  of  circulat- 
ing it ;  the  object  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  to  bo 
the  salvation  of  young  men  through  God's  blessing  on  "  personal 
effort ;"  the  immediate  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  throughout  the  State;  the 
great  importance  of  cottage  prayer-meetings  and  open  air  ser- 
vices, and  the  urgent  call  there  was  for  a  more  thorough  and 
prayerful  study  of  God's  word. 

The  one  great  thought  that  filled  the  mind  of  the  convention 
was  the  supreme  importance  of  increased  individual  effort  in 
every  branch  of  our  work.  The  central  purpose  in  this  work  as 
urged  by  Mr.  McBurney  at  the  opening  session  and  dwelt  on 
throughout  the  discussion  is  to  tave  young  men  by  bringing  them 
to  Christ.  These  young  men  form  a  class  most  influential  but 
most  difficult  to  reach — just  slipping  out  of  the  grasp  of  the 
Sunday  school  and  passing  beyond  the  influence  of  the  church. 
The  religious — that  is,  the  first  and  chief  work  of  our  Associa- 
tions— is  to  seek  and  win  these  young  men. 

Among  those  taking  part  in  the  discussions  were  Mr.  W.  E. 
Dodge,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd  of  New  York,  Rev.  W.  M. 
Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  Win.  C.  Bennet.  New  Utrecht,  Rev.  8,  H. 
Lent,*  Pleasant  Valley,  Rev.  J.  H.  Collier,  Schuylerville,  J.  B. 
Thomas,  Brooklyn,  and  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Hall,  of  Washington, 
who  was  invited  to  sit  as  a  corresponding  member. 

The  excellent  report  ot  Mr.  John  L  Piatt,  Corresponding 
Member  from  the  State  savs : 

In  1866  there  were  28  Associations  reported  in  the  state,  in 
1867,  47,  in  1868,  51,  and  in  1869,  67.  Twelve  have  been 
stricken  from  the  roll  during  the  year,  and  twelve  have  been 
added,  viz :  Camden,  Cnnandaigua,  Canastota,  Cortland,  East 
N.  Y.,  Eaton,  Fulton,  Geneva,  New  Castle,  Nichollville,  Ogdens- 
burgh, and  Spring  Valley.  The  present  number  is  therefore 
57,  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  religious  work  has  been  made  more  and  more  prominent 
in  many  Associations  during  the  year.  Forty-two  Associations 
report  an  aggregate  of  18,866  member,  among  these  are  New 
York  City  5, 405  members,  Brooklyn,  3,000,  Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  500, 
and  Ogdensburgh  founded  the  past  year,  325. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  establishing  of  Associations,  Mr.  W. 
F.  Lee,  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  U.  S.  and  British 
Provinces,  was  commissioned  to  visit  the  towns  of  the  State  as 
far  as  possible  and  report  next  year  to  the  Convention. 

An  Executive  Committee  consisting  of  seven  members  from 
different  portions  of  the  State  was  appointed  to  take  the  gen- 
eral direction  of  the  work  of  the  year.  Volunteer  effort  was 
called  for  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  Committee,  and  twenty- 
six  young  men  responded,  offering  their  services  whenever  de- 
manded. 

The  Executive  Committee  above  named  consists  of  John  I. 
Piatt,  of  Poughkeepsie,  who  was  also  re-elected  corresponding 
member  for  the  State ;  Wm.  F.  Lee,  New  York  ;  R.  8.  Holmes, 
Auburn ;  H.  B.  Chamberlain,  Fulton ;  Erskine  Uhl,  Statsburgh, 
and  J.  DuBois  Carpenter  and  John  H.  Matthews  of  Poughkeep- 
sie. The  place  chosen  for  tho  next  meeting  of  the  Convention 
was  Utico,  The  session  clovd  with  a  farewell  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening.  N»  nnj  who  was  present  can  forget  the 
hours  spent  in  Chris. Uu  communion.  Nothing  occurred  to 
mar  the  harmony  of  the  gathering.  Discordant  opinions  were 
withheld,  and  each  one  tried  to  drink  in  all  possible  of  the 
copious  blessings  poured  out.  If  the  promise  of  the  Conven- 
tion shall  be  earned  out,  and  the  young  men  of  the  different 
Associations  shall  take  up  the  burden  laid  upon  them,  wu  may 
with  confidence  expect  to  go  up  to  the  next  Annual  Convention 
to  hear  of  thousands  of  young  men  turned  from  death  to  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  through  the  efforts  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 
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QUESTION    DRAWER. 

We  will  gladly  reeelre  for  thU  department  questions  on  subjects  connected  with 
the  work  of  our  Associations ;  oarefnl  attention  will  be  given  to  replies. 


THE  LIFE  AND  DEATH  QUESTION. 

The  following  earnest  reqr.est  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  Secretary  of  our  Association  in  this  city. 
He  has  kindly  furnished  us  with  the  pertinent  and  instructive 
reply  given  below. 

Q.  I  belong  to  an  Association  in  a  city  of  over  100,000 
inhabitants.  We  are  dying.  We  have  a  nominal  membership  of 
300  and  are  carrying  on  an  extensive  city  mission  work,  but 
for  many  years  have  not  been  engaged  in  work  for  young  men. 
We  are  now  convinced  that  as  a  Christian  Association  for 
young  men  we  have  entirely  neglected  the  field  which  we 
assume  to  occupy.  We  have  therefore  resolved  to  place  the  city 
mission  work  in  other  hands  and  enter  heartily  upon  our  legi- 
timate work.    We  have  been  at  the  point  of  death :  How 

SHALL  WE  RECEIVE  LIFE  AND  STRENGTH  ? 

An*.  Induce  your  president  to  invite  to  his  house  to  tea,  twenty- 
five  of  your  most  active,  and  self-sacrificing  members  who  have 
large  sympathy  with  and  a  deep  interest  in  young  men. 

Consider  at  such  meetings  the  places  of  vice  and  temptation 
which  exist  in  your  city,  and  also  how  many  places  there  are  of 
safe  resort  not  only,  but  of  sterling  Christianinfluenee  where  young 
men  may  spend  their  leisure  hours  in  an  agreeable  manner. 

Determine  in  what  specific  forms  of  effort  you  will  engage  for 
the  purpose  of  leading  young  men  to  Chritt  and  securing  their  sal- 
vation. 

Resolve  to  open  a  Heading  Bp*m,  to  form  a  class  for  the  study  of 
Qod't  Word  and  to  hold  a  daily  prayer  meeting,  either  during  the 
.  day  or  evening. 

Estimate  how  much  money  will  be  necessary  to  meet  rent  and 
pay  the  the  talary  of  a  Secretary  and  fully  meet  all  your  expenses 
for  a  year.  Make  out  a  list  of  such  Christian  citizens  as  would  be 
likely  to  aid  you  with  their  subscriptions  and,  before  hiring  rooms 
or  assuming  any  financial  responsibility,  raise  a  sufficient  amount 
to  furnish  a  room  and  meet  all  your  running  expenses  for  a  year. 

Arrange  for  a  course  of  sermons,  specially  addressed  to  young 
men,  bythe  pastors  of  your  various  Evangelical  Churches  ;  also 
for  a  course  of  free  lectures  or  readings  by  home  talent,  lawyers, 
physicians,  editors  etc. 

Arrange  for  a  single  course  of  private  familiar  conversations  to 
young  men,  on  physiology  and  the  laws  of  health,  to  be  delivered 
by  the  most  eminent  physician  in  your  city. 

Hold  a  social  meeting  once  a  month  to  which  the  members  and 
their  lady  friends  should  be  invited.  Have  pleasant  singing  of 
a  secular  and  religious  character  either  by  quartettes  made  up  from 
your  own  members  or  by  such  church  choirs  as  you  may  be  able 
to  secure.  To  this  meeting  you  can  personally  invite  such  young 
men  as  you  desire  to  have  an  influence  over.  An  occasional  recita- 
tion by  some  one  of  good  taste  would  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of 
the  occasion.  This  should  not  assume  the  character  of  a  formal 
meeting,  but  the  social  and  colloquial  element  '  shou'd  be 
kept  in  the  ascendant.  All  seats  should  be  removed,  except  a 
row  about  the  sides  of  the  room. 

Establish  a  regular  monthly  meeting  at  which  brief  suggestive 
essays  may  be  read  by  the  members  on  the  various  phases  of  the 
Association  work.  Let  this  be  followed  by  a  brief  discussion  on  the 
subject  of  the  essay  The  chairman  of  each  of  the  working  com- 
mittees should  be  required  to  present  a  verbal  report  not  a  formal 
speech  on  the  actual  work  performed  by  committees  during  the 
month  preceding.  If  no  work  has  been  performed,  let  the  chair- 
man be  there  to  say  so. 

The  discussion  of  matters  foreign  to  the  object  of  the  Associa- 
tions should  not  be  tolerated.  There  should  be  spirited  congrega- 
tional singing.  Let  a'l  the  exercises  be  brief  and  the  entire  meet- 
ing carried  through  with  promptness  and  spirit. 


Financial  matters  or  minor  business  details  should  not  be  intro- 
duced into  these  meetings.  Affairs  of  this  class  should  be  attended 
to  by  your  board  of  directors. 

As  early  as  possible  in  your  efforts  it  would  be  highly  desirable 
to  institute  a  thorough,  and  systematic  visitation  of  all  your 
members;  interest  them  in  the  work  and  secure  subscriptions 
from  them. 

Let  all  your  affairs  be  entered  upon  and  conducted  in  a  loving 
earnest,  prompt,  and  business  like  manner,  bat  with  confiding 
reliance  on  the  Lord  Jesus  for  the  blessing  without  which  all 
your  efforts  will  be  fruitless. 

Q. — An  officer  of  an  Association  writes :  "We  sustain  an  open 
air  service — several  young  men,  devotedly  pious  but  devoid  of  tact 
and  with  very  confused  ideas  of  Scripture  truth  desire  to  take  part. 
What  do  you  advise  in  the  matter  t 

An*. — Tell  them  frankly  that  they  ought  to  engage  in  some  other 
form  of  Christian  effort.  Establish  a  young  men's  Bible  Class,  so- 
curing  a  thorough,  competent  teacher,  and  urge  them,  to  attend 
regularly. 

DRAWEE  OF  THE  N.  T.  CONVENTION. 

Several  questions  asked  and  answered  at  the  recent  New  York 
State  Convention  have  been  thrown  into  our  drawer. 

The  first  relates  to  trouble  and  embarrassment  often  caused  by 
conscientious  members  who  mean  to  do  their  duty,  but  who  seem 
to  forget  that  an  excuse,  however  valid,  is  no  equivalent  for  work, 
and  of  no  use  to  the  Association,  if  rendered  after  the  work  should 
have  been  done. 

Q. — If  a  member  of  an  Association  promise  to  take  charge  of  a 
cottage  prayer  meeting,  or  to  perform  any  similar  duty,  doe*  a  toUid 
excuse  for  the  nonperformance  ofthit  duty  relieve  him  from  reipon- 
ttbiUtyt 

Answered  by  Verranu*  Morse,  M.D. — No.  If  an  officer  or  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  requests  a  member  of  the  Association  to 
do  a  certain  work,  and  he  promises  that  he  will,  but  does  not,  the 
Association  suffers  harm ;  and  this  injury  results,  whether  he  fails 
from  sheer  negligence  or  has  a  valid  excuse.  But  the  work  need 
not  be  neglected  simply  because  he  can  not  do  it.  There  are  others 
who  can.  When  therefore  he  finds  that  he  will  be  unable  to  do 
the  work  he  has  promised  to  do,  he  is  under  obligations  to  proocure 
a  substitute,  or  at  least,  to  notify  the  proper  officer  in  time  for  him 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  He  must  do  the  work  himself, 
or  have  a  valid  excuse  for  not  doing  it,  and  if  he  has  an  excuse  for 
not  doing  it,  he  must  find  a  substitute,  or  give  notice  of  his  inab- 
ility to  do  it,  or  have  a  valid  excuse  for  not  giving  such  notice, 
before  he  can  be  relieved  from  all  responsibility. 

Q.—How  thall  we  interett  in  our  Association  work  thote  who  are 
now  indifferent  toitt 

Answered  by  Mr.  R.  B.  McBurney. — Do  not  merely  talk  with 
such  a  person  but  give  them  something  to  do,  something  that  is 
very  simple  and  easy.  Ask  him,  for  example,  to  engage  in  conver- 
sation with  some  stranger  who  wanders  into  the  rooms.  Even  se- 
lect his  man  for  him,  and  then  direct  him  in  his  work.  Many  have 
thus  been  led  to  be  active  and  efficient  in  reclaiming  young  men. 

Q.  Sow  may  Associations  best  advance  the  cause  of  Temperance  t 

An*,  by  Mr.  R.  B.  McBurney.  Oar  members  should  labor  Indi- 
vidually with  and  for  the  intemperate  and  co-operating  also  with 
Temperance  organizations  in  this  good  work. 

Temperance  pledges  should  be  kept  in  oar  rooms  ready  for  the 
use  of  all  engaged  in  the  work  of  inducing  men  to  abandon  habits 
of  drink  and  intemperance.  Occasionally  hold  a  grand  temper- 
ance meeting. 

In  the  use  of  all  these  means  remember  that  faith  in  Christ  and 
prayer  to  Him  is  the  surest  and  best  safeguard  for  those  whom 
you  are  rescuing.  The  end  and  object  of  all  our  labor  for  young 
men  in  every  distress  and  emergency  is  to  bring  them  to  Christ, 
the  only  Saviour  from  the  penalty  and  the  power  of  sin.  We 
should  therefore  beware  of  making  our  Associations  simply  Tem- 
perance organizations  or  mere  moral  reform  societies. 
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Siititonta  from  tjji  T$n\n  3#wiiug. 

From  Corresponding  Member*  of  our  Committee. from  Secretaries  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Associations  and  tram  all  interested  In  our  daily  or  weekly  praycr- 
meetlngu  we  will  welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurlng  or 
narrated  In  any  of  these  meetings. 


JPoivsr  of  Prayer.    For  nine  months  the  prayer-meeting 
held  by  the  New  Haven  (Ct.)  Association  every  Sunday  eve'g  in  the 
neighboring  village  of  Allingtown  had  been  unfruitful.    One  night, 
a  number  of  rough  young  men  came  in  for  the  purpose  of  disturb- 
ing, and  perhaps  breaking  up  our  meeting.    They  acted  about  as 
badly  as  they  knew  how.    But  no  notice  was  taken  of  them  until 
the  close  of  the  meeting,  when  the  leader  spoke  to  them  in  a  kind- 
ly way,  and  invited  them  to  come  again.    They  came  and  behaved 
worse  than  before.    We  were  urged  to  bring  an  officer  to  keep  or- 
der, but  concluded  to  wait  and  pray  for  them,  making  their  con- 
version on  the  night  of  the  next  meeting  a  subject  of  special  prayer. 
At  every  noonday  and  other  meetingthat  week  earnest  prayer  was 
made  for  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  at  our  gathering  on  the 
next  Lord's  day.    The  time  came,  and  as  we  walked  along  the 
snowy  path  our  hearts  burned  within  us,  and  we  felt  as  if  we  were 
nearing  the  answer  to  our  prayers.    On  entering  the  house  we 
found  it  quite  full.    Nearly  all  for  whom  we  had  prayed  were, 
there.    But  the  meeting  closed  and  none  rose  for  prayer  in  answer 
to  the  twice  repeated  invitation  of  the  leader.    With  heavy  hearts 
we  saw  them  all  leave  the  room.  "  No  more  prayer  no  more  faith," 
said  an  aged  brother  as  he  fell  on  his  knees  and  pled  with  our 
Father  yet  to  answer  us.    The  school  house  was  almost  deserted 
but  upon  looking  up  we  saw  one  of  the  young  men  standing  just 
outside  the  door.    Wo  spoke  to  him.    He  confessed  that  he  wanted 
to  be  a  Christian  and  was  prevailed  upon  to  come  and  kneel  with 
us.    Others  came  too.    Then  followed  a  scene  which  none  but  an- 
gels could  suitably  record.    Strong  men  wept.    Hard  hearts  were 
broken,  and  some  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives  called  upon  Christ 
for  mercy.    When  we  left  the  place  at  about  eleven  o'clock,  nine 
were  rejoicing  through  faith  in  the  power  of  Jesus'  blood  to  cleanse 
them  from  all  sin.    They  asked  us  to  come  out  the  next  night. 
Monday  evening  we  found  a  crowded  house,  and  before  the  meet- 
ing closed  five  more  had  given  their  hearts  to  Jesus. 

Precious  was  the  season  which  followed.  The  meetings  are  still 
continued  and  are  deeply  interesting.  We  feel  that  they  have 
been  used  as  a  means  to  show  us  what  power  there  is  in  earnest, 
persistent  prayer. 

JLnother  Instance.  A  young  People's  Prayer  meeting  had 
been  conducted  by  a  few  of  our  brethren  in  the  upper  part  of  New 
Haven  with  an  average  attendance  of  about  fifteen.  As  we  were 
leaving  the  place  one  night  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  one  who  had 
been  connected  wi'h  the  meeting  since  its  commencement,  asked  us 
to  pray  that  more  might  be  led  to  come  to  the  meeting,  and  that 
souls  might  be  saved.  Some  of  us  on  going  early  to  the  meeting  a 
week  after,  found  the  brother  above  mentioned  bringing  in  more 
benches  for  the  accommodation  of  those  whom  the  Lord  was  to  send 
in  answer  to  prayer.  Before  the  meeting  was  closed  the  benches 
were  all  filled,  and  more  seats  were  needed.  Soon  we  had  to  go  into 
a  larger  room  and  before  the  winter  was  closed  many  souls  had  been 
brought  to  Christ  through  the  instrumentality  of  these  meetings. 

Q.  S.  P.,  T.  M.  0.  A.,  New  Haven,  Ct. 


@hm  unir  tjitir  (gifts. 


Munificent  Bequest.  $1,400,000  fob  thb  Education  of 
Women.  Mb.  John  Simmons  of  Boston  who  diei  not  long  ago, 
left  the  large  sum  of  $1,490,000  for  "  an  institution  to  be  called  the 
Simmons  Female  College,  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  medicine, 
music,  drawing,  designing,  telegraphy  and  other  branches  of  art, 
science  and  industry  best  calculated  to  enable  scholars  to  acquire 
an  independent  livelihood."  Mr.  Simmons  was  about  07  years  of 
age,  and  was  one  of  Boston's  most  successful  clothing  merchants. 
He  gave  largely  but  quietly  to  charities,  invested  large  sums  in 
real  estate,  and  owned  many  fine  buildings,  which  are  ornaments  to 
the  city. 

Mb.  John  Smith  has  made  the  offer  of  $25,000  to  the  lown  of 
Andover,  Mass.,  for  a  memorial  hall,  and  John  Dove  and  Peter ' 
Smith  have  pledged  $10,000  more,  on  condition  that  $35,000  be 
subscribed  by  others— the  building  and  land  to  cost  not  over  $80,000, 
and  $30,000  to  be  invested,  the  interest  only  to  be  spent  for  a 
library,  reading-room,  etc.    This  offer  stands  open  for  six  months. 

Mb.  Thomas  Nesmjth,  who  lately  died  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  left 
$350,000  in  trust  to  that  city  as  a  fund,  the  interest  of  which 
is  to  be  applied  to  relieving  any  deserving  resident  of  the  place 
who,  from  circumstances  over  which  he  has  no  control,  may  stand 
in  need  of  charitable  and  temporary  pecuniary  assistance. 

Sib  Fbancib  Stcbtt  a  distinguished  English  methodist,  pro- 
poses to  give  $350,000  for  the  erection  of  fifteen  new  chapels  in 
London  if  the  church  will  raise  as  much  more. 

Mr.  W.  C.  De  Patjw,  Esq.,  of  New  Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  presented 
two  seven  percent.  $1,000  bonds  to  the  Preacher's  Aid  Society,  and 
the  Church  Extension  Society  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  new  Episcopal  church  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  was  erected  at  the 
expense  of  Rev.  Mr.  Embury.  It  cost  about  $35,000,  and  is  to  be 
a  free  church. 


Be  Patient  with  Those  who  Err.  From  the  notes  of  the 
Chicago  noon  prayer  meeting  in  the  Advance  we  take  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  There  is  a  young  man  now  in  business  in  the  city  who  was  at 
one  time  an  employee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  A  leaf  of  his  history 
shows  how  by  patience  and  forbearance  one  may  be  reclaimed.  He 
was  given  to  peculation.  Small  sums  taken  from  letters  were 
traced  to  him.  Instead  of  being  peremptorily  dismissed  the  super- 
intendent kindly  talked  and  prayed  with  him.  Promises  or  re- 
form were  often  broken,  but  still  he  retained  his  place.  A  letter 
containing  valuables  amounting  to  over  $900  was  finally  filched 
by  him.  He  denied  it,  was  arrested  and  confessed.  Believed  to 
be  thoroughly  penitent,  his  release  was  secured  and  he  was  once 
more  taken  back.  Now  he  is  a  hard  working  member  of  the 
church  and  Sabb<th  school,  grateful  beyond  measure  for  that  pa- 
tience with  him  that  did  not  tire,  though  he  so  li  tie  deserved  it. 

But  what  if  he  had  not  been  thus  kindly  dealt  with? 
—Daily  Prayer-Meeting,  Chicago. 


Ret.  Albert  Helffknstbot,  Jr.,  of  Montgomery  County, 
Perm.,  has  recently  given  $4,000  to  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Lutheran  church  at  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Samuel  Small,  of  York,  Pa.,  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  York  Pa.,  has  subscribed  $30,000  to  the  Five  Million 
Fund. 

Dr.  F.  J.  LeMotnb  has  made  a  donation  of  $10,000  for  a 
public  Library,  to  be  placed  in  the  Town  Hall  at  Washington, 
Penn. 

Hiram  Sibley,  has  presented  to  Cornell  University  funds  for 
the  erection  of  a  mechanics'  workshop,  which  will  be  of  stone,  two 
stories  high  and  300  feet  long,  to  cost  $60,000. 

Washington  McClintock,  Esq.,  who  died  in  Pittsburg 
recently,  left  $500  each  to  the  seven  d  fferent  boards  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Hon.  George  T.  Cobb,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  left  $34,000  by  his 
will  for  the  completion  of  the  new  Methodist  church  in  that  place. 

Mb.  R.  B.  Dunn,  of  Waterville  Me.,  generously  increases  his  gift 
to  the  Maine  Theological  Seminary  to  $10,000. 

Mb.  George  Wood,  of  Washington  recently  deceased,  beqeath- 
ed  $3,000  in  gold  to  the  American  Tract  Socioty . 

Miss  Stockeb,  of  Boston,  left  by  her  will  $5000  for  the  education 
of  young  men  in  the  ministry. 


How  otjb  English  Bbbthbbn  carry  on,one  branch  of  the  As- 
sociation work  is  vividly  set  forth  in  another  part  of  this  paper. 
The  description  of  the  Saturday  Night  Mission  in  Leeds,  Eng- 
land, and  its  stirring  incidents  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all 
our  members.  The  writer,  Mr.  W.  Hind  Smith,  who  is  Secre- 
tary of  the  Y.  M.  C  A.  in  Leeds,  was  the  leader  in  this  as  in 
many  other  movements  in  behalf  of  young  men.  The  story  he 
so  kindly  gives  us  is  instructive  and  we  commend  it  to  the 
special  attention  of  our  readers. 
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JJews  of  Associations, 

NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


tr  For  this  department  we  ut  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  «11  our  As. 
•oclatlone.  Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  spoclally  wel- 
come:— 

1,  New  features  In  the  work. 

3,  Newt  of  Convention*. 

3,  Interesting  Incident*. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5,  Communities  awakened. 

8,  Notice*  of  AnoclaUon*  In  the  local  preo*. 

7,  In  what  department*  the  greatest  and  the  leut  success  have  been  achieved. 
tVCommunlcatlons  for  any  Number  ahoold  reach  oar  o  Ate  before  the  middle 
of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  *och  number  appears . 


AT  HOME. 
WORKING  IN  THE  OPEN  A1B. 

The  Open-Air  Service  Bearing  Fruit.  The  following 
encouraging  incident!  connected  with  the  daily  open  air  Bervice  in 
Washington  are  given  in  the  last  number  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  that 
city. 

In  oar  daily  prayer  meeting  a  few  evenings  since  a  gentleman 
from  New  Orleans  said  a  young  man  in  that  city  recently  told 
him  that  he  trusted  he  had  given  himself  to  the  Saviour.  A  few 
weeks  previous,  he  said,  in  passing  through  Washington  city,  he 
was  attracted  by  the  singing  to  a  company  gathered  on  the  cor- 
ner of  7th  St.  and  Pa.  Avenue,  and  one  of  the  young  men  repeated 
over  two  or  three  times, "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God."  Those  words 
had  followed  him  constantly  until  he  had  solemnly  consented  to 
serve  the  Saviour,  and  now  he  was  a  happy  man. 

At  a  recent  weekly  prayer  meeting  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
Washington,  a  stranger  from  San  Francisco,  California,  reported 
for  the  encouragement  of  those  who  were  connected  with  the  out- 
door services,  that  one  had  recently  joined  their  church  in  that  dis- 
tant city,  who  stated  that  the  open-air  services  in  Washington  city 
first  led  him  to  reflection  that  had  resulted  in  his  conversion. 

A  physician  from  one  of  the  counties  in  Maryland  stepped  into 
the  Washington  noonday  meeting  for  a  few  moments,  and  urged 
the  workers  in  the  open-air  services  to  posh  their  work  with  vigor, 
for  his  soul  had  never  been  so  stirred  as  in  listening  there  for  a 
few  moments,  and  he  had  resolved  to  go  home  and  work  for  the 
Master  as  he  had  never  before  done. 

A  Presbyterian  minister  in  Central  Alabama,  passing  through 
our  city  stated  to  one  of  our  members  that  he  stopped  a  few  mo- 
ments one  evening  at  the  open-air  meeting  and  was  so  impressed 
with  the  service  that  for  nearly  a  year  he  had  been  urging  similar 
services  in  his  city. 

These  services  are  held  every  evening  except  Saturday,  comer 
7th  St.  and  Pa.  Avenue,  at  8  o'clock,  and  on  Sabbath  evening  at 
7  o'clock ;  also,  in  the  East  Capitol  Park  on  Sabbath  evening  at  5r 
o'clock. 

Good  yews  from  East  SomerviUe.  Souls  Convert- 
ed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Association  in  E.  Somerville,  Mass., 
writes :  "  We  have  held  open  air  meetings  upon  Prospect  Hill  since 
the  first  of  July  with  very  marked  results.  They  have  been  un- 
usually interesting,  and  the  chief  reason  for  this,  we  believe,  is, 
that  the  young  men  are  often  on  their  knees  asking  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  guide  them  in  their  work  "just  now."  The  voice  of  prayer  is 
often  heard  along  the  wayside  from  a  little  group  who  pause  un- 
der an  elm  tree,  on  their  way,  to  offer  their  petitions  to  God.  There 
is  a  manifest  willingness  to  do  just  what  God  asks  of  us,  and  when 
men  are  willing  to  do  this  the  Lord  works  in  and  through  them. 
As  we  stood  upon  the  hill  two  weeks  ago,  the  Holy  Spirit  seemed 
to  speak  with  power  through  those  that  gave  their  testimony  to 
the  love  of  Jesus,  and  his  goodness  and  power  to  save.  One  at  least 
was  willing  for  the  first  time  to  trust  in  Jesus,  and  to-day  he  is  re- 
joicing in  the  Saviour  he  has  found.  Last  Sabbath  evening  five 
others  expressed  their  desire  to  become  Christians,  and  raised  their 
hands  asking  Christians  to  pray  for  them.    Already  the  power  of 


God  is  felt  in  almost  every  church  in  the  town.  Sinners  are  in- 
quiring what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved,  in  as  many  as  four  or  five 
of  the  Evangelical  churches,  (all  represented  in  the  Association). 
Our  young  men  are  all  perfectly  united  in  this  glorious  work,  loving 
the  church  to  which  they  belong.  May  God  speed  them  in  the 
good  cause,  and  many  souls  be  brought  into  the  fold  of  Christ." 

Open  Air  Meetings  in  Baltimore.  The  Association  in 
Baltimore,  says  the  Qood  Neiot — an  excellent  religious  paper  pub- 
lished by  our  brethren  in  that  city — undertook  this  work  in  the  open 
air  last  summer  with  many  misgivings  as  to  the  result.  Time 
has  proved  that  all  the  fears  then  expressed  were  groundless. 
God  has  blessed  these  labors.  Souls  have  been  converted.  Five 
meetings  are  now  held  each  week  in  different  localities  of  this  city, 
all  of  which  are  generally  well  attended,  by  a  multitude,  who  rare- 
ly, if  ever,  enter  a  church  to  listen  to  the  simple  story  of  the  cross. 

The  First  Season  in  Portland,  Maine.  A  corres- 
spondent  writes  from  Portland,  Me.  "Our  Association  has 
just  closed  its  first  series  of  open  air  services.  They  have  been 
held  for  two  months  with  an  attendance  of  from  one  to  ten  hun- 
dred at  each  meeting.  We  feel  that  much  good  has  resulted  from 
them,  and  we  shall  be  ready  to  begin  them  next  season  with  great- 
er earnestness.  We  propose  to  commence  a  series  of  cottage  meet- 
ings this  week.  We  desire  to  do  more  for  the  Master  than  ever 
before  and  are  therefore  planning  new  work  for  the  coming  sea- 
son. 

A  Series  of  Meetings  for  the  Month.  The  brethren  in 
Cleveland,  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton  informs  us,  have  adopted  a  new  plan 
for  their  Saturday  evening  meetings.  They  hold  four  kinds  of 
meetings  named  from  the  character  of  the  exercises :  (1,)  Conse- 
cration, (2,)  Exhortation,  (3,)  Experience,  (4,)  Praise.  Each  Satur- 
day evening  of  the  month  is  in  turn  devoted  to  the  subjects  above 
named. 

A  strong  effort  is  made  to  concentrate  attention,  remark  and 
prayer  on  the  theme  before  the  meeting.  Accordingly  this  theme 
is  written  by  the  leader  on  the  blackboard.  For  example,  at  a 
recent  consecration  meeting  the  theme  was :  "  This  one  thing  I  do 
forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind  and  reaching  forth  unto 
those  things  which  are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the 
prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus."  These  precious 
stirring  words,  placed  directly  before  the  eyes  of  all,  helpel  all  to 
keep  mind  and  thought  on  the  consecrating  theme.  As  one  after 
another  rose  to  say  a  word  (three  minutes  being  allowed  t<>  each 
speaker)  phrase  after  phrase  began  to  grow  luminous  a.;  J  before 
the  meeting  closed  the  truth  had  made  deep  impress.on  upon  alL 
In  the  Exhortation  meeting  a  selected  speaker  is  allowed  to  occupy 
twenty  minutes  of  the  first  half  hour. 

New  Association.  A  second  meeting  was  held  in  Temper- 
anceville,  Alleghany  Co.,  Monday  evening,  Sept.  5th  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  a  T.  M.  C.  A.  A  constitution  was  adopted  and 
Mr.  Wood  elected  president.  Messrs.  Logan  and  Lincoln  of  the 
Extension  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Association  met  with 
them.  A  union  meeting  under  the  the  auspices  of  the  new  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  the  Methodist  Church,  Sunday  evening  Sept 
11th,  and  was  addressed  by  several  members  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Association. 

At  Greenpoint,  U.  I.,  the  Association  enterprisingly  begins 
its  course  of  lectures  with  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Gough,  to  be  deliv- 
ered October  28th.  The  evening  previous  Mr.  Gough  opens  his 
campaign  for  this  season  by  speaking  on  Temperance  at  the  Cooper 
Institute.  His  engagement  at  Greenpoint  therefore  stands  sec- 
ond on  the  list  of  the  entertaining  and  instructive  lectures  with. 
which  he  promises  this  season  to  delight  the  multitudes  who  coma 
to  listen  to  his  eloquent  appeals. 
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"  Vitalized  by  Bread  and  Butter."  By  this  expres- 
sive phrase,  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  in  The  Christian  at  Work, 
decribes  the  influence  on  the  Association  in  Cleveland  of  the  hold- 
ing of  Board  meetings  around  the  tea  table.  He  gives  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  introduction  and  working  of  this  plan. 

"  Out  Executive  Board  thought  to  quicken  an  interest  by  holding 
weekly  meetings  bat  soon  a  quorum  was  wanting.  Finally  it  was 
suggested  that  the  Board  meet  and  have  tea  every  Saturday  even- 
ing at  the  rooms  of  the  Association.  Two  dollars  and  a  half  were 
contributed  by  each  member  of  the  Board  (the  Board  numbers 
twelve)  to  a  general  fund  with  which  were  purchased  table-cloth, 
crockery,  etc,  necessary  for  spreading  a  table  for  tea,  also  two  large 
market  baskets,  and  a  small  tin  pail.  Next  we  mutually  pledged 
each  other  not  to  take  tea  anywhere  else  on  Saturday  evening  ex- 
cept at  the  Booms. 

The  President,  for  example,  to  save  time,  uses  one  of  the  baskets 
in  the  morning  or  at  noon,  to  convey  to  the  rooms  such  simple  food 
as  his  good  wife  or  boarding-mistress  thinks  will  serve  to  attract  a 
full  attendance  of  twelve  hungry  Christians.  At  "sharp "six, 
with  the  President  or  whoever  presides  as  host,  every  member  is 
on  hand  as  a  guest.  It  is  understood  that  all  absentees  are  either 
sick  or  absent  from  the  city. 

After  grace  there  follow  thirty  minutes  of  eating  and  delightful 
conversation.  Experiences  are  related  and  incidents  told,  all  bear- 
ing upon  the  general  work.  At  0-80,  after  a  short  prayer,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  are  read,  then  we  listen  to  reports 
from  all  present  and  attend  to  miscellaneous  business.  After  sixty 
minutes  we  are  adjourned  by  limitation. 

The  president,  two  vice-presidents,  two  secretaries,  treasurer,  and 
chairmen  of  the  several  committees  constitute  the  Executive  Board. 
At  its  weekly  meetings  we  learn  the  exact  condition  of  our  organ- 
ization, in  both  temporal  and  spiritual  things.  .After  the  adjourn- 
ment the  soiled  dishes  are  set  aside  in  the  other  basket  and  cleansed 
for  use  again.  Each  member  of  the  Board  takes  bis  torn  as  host 
four  times  a  year.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  shillings  for  tea, 
sugar  and  milk,  it  costs  no  more  to  take  tea  at  the  Booms  than  at 
our  respective  homes.  After  18  months  experience  we  most  heart- 
ily recommend  a  trial  of  a  Board  of  Tea  by  all  Associations  about 
to  die.  By  its  use  we  have  secured  a  prompt  and  full  attendance 
of  officers  and  chairmen.  Our  average  weekly  attendance  for  the 
first  six  months  was  ten  and  two-thirds  (two  frequently  out  of  the 
city).  Fifty-one  meetings  were  held  last  year— one  omitted  be- 
cause of  State  Convention.  All  absences,  with  excuses  given,  are 
recorded,  and  a  brief  of  the  minutes  of  every  Board  meeting  is  read 
at  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Association.  Thus  members  are  in- 
cited to  think  and  act.  Our  daily  union  noon  day  prayer-meeting 
is  well  attended. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  past  three  years  of  young  men 
at  our  Saturday  evening  meeting  h«s  been  about  one  hundred. 

A  Capital  Sequence  to  the  tea  meeting  is  reported  in  the 
same  number  of  the  Christian  at  Work,  by  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  who 
was  present  at  one  of  them.  "  In  ten  minutes  after  rising  from  the 
table  every  thing  was  disposed  of,  and  the  room  in  readiness  for 
the  weekly  evening  prayer-meeting,  and  the  twelve  leading  men 
of  the  orgnization  were  present. 

Work  in  the  Press.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion of  Warren,  Penn.,  have  under  their  control  each  week  one 
column  of  the  Warren  Mail  to  be  used  for  the  advancement  of  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

Qen.  James  A.  Beaver  a  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Ex. 
Com.,  and  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  edits  in 
the  interest  of  the  cause  of  Christ  one  column  in  the  secular  paper 
of  his  town. 

Brethren  we  are  using  the  public  press  as  we  might  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Master's  cause. 


News  of  Associations. 

Living  by  Prayer.  Jesus  says  "  If  ye  abide  in  me,  and  my 
words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall  ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done 
unto  you." 

In  the  New  Haven  Association  we  are  beginning  to  realize  the 
truth  of  this  and  of  other  precious  precepts  and  promises  with 
which  the  Word  so  richly  abounds.  We  are  trying  to  makt>  a 
practical  use  of  them  in  our  Christian  living  and  work,  by  depend- 
ing upon  Christ  alone  for  all  our  need.  Both  spiritually  and  tem- 
porally as  an  Association  we  have  only  made  a  beginning,  yet  in 
this  beginning  we  have  been  greatly  blessed.  Many  instances  we 
con  recall  in  which  in  answer  to  special  prayer  special  blessings 
have  come.  So  clearly  has  Jesus  manifested  His  power  unto  us 
that  we  have  been  filled  with  wonder,  love  and  praise.  Two  sig- 
nal and  gracious  answers  to  our  prayers  are  narrated  this  month 
in  your  column  devoted  to  "  Incidents  from  the  Prayer-meeting." 
We  could  fill  pages  with  similar  narratives  of  how  God  in  answer 
to  prayer  gives  us  means  to  carry  on  His  work,  opens  new  fields 
for  effort,  sends  the  unconverted  into  our  meetings  and  keeps  order 
without  the  aid  of  an  officer  at  our  open  air  services.  In  our  Pres- 
ident we  have  an  able  leader  and  fellow  laborer.  From  experi- 
ence we  find  that  we  are  only  successful  in  holding  religious  meet- 
ings. We  have  tried  lectures,  singing  classes,  social  and  literary 
gatherings,  excursions  and  other  amusements,  and  have  signally 
failed  in  each  of  these  undertakings.  But  as  a  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  believing  that  our  work  is  to  lead  men  to  Christ 
we  are  in  a  measure  successful.  As  a  band  we  believe  in  a  full, 
free  and  present  salvation  through  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  that  we 
do  in  Jesus  name  should  be  done  because  we  are  already  saved. 
The  joy  of  the  Lord  is  our  strength. 

G.  S.  P.,  T.  M.  C.  A-.TTew  Haves,  Ct. 


Cottage  Prayer  Meetings  in  Aurora,  IU.     Mr.  K.  A. 

Burnell  writes :  "  No  feature  of  our  work  in  this  city  of  12,000  in- 
habitants is  more  encouraging  and  promising  of  direct  results  than 
our  three  cottage  prayer  meetings.  They  are  held  in  parts  quite 
remote  from  each  other,  and  in  localities  where  they  are  specially 
called  for. 

Our  Associations  began  the  canvass  of  the  city,  going  to  every 
house  and  taking  a  very  close  religious  census.  After"  such  a 
house  to  house  visitation  an  experienced  worker  could  of  course 
judge  with  tolerable  correctness,  as  to  the  importance  of  a  cottage 
prayer  meeting,  and  the  families  where  it  is  most  needed.  The 
second  step  was  to  visit  a  Christian  family,  and  learn  of  them  con- 
cerning their  neighbors.  It  was  then  easy  to  select  the  impenitent 
family  with  whom  it  seemed  best  to  hold  the  first  meeting.  They 
were  visited  and  welcomed  the  introductory  service.  Other  fam- 
ilies were  called  on  and  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  first  service 
the  following  Monday  evening.  Going  from  house  to  house  for  an 
hour  before  the  exercises  commenced  recalled  the  appointment  to 
all.  Twenty  gathered  representing  half  as  many  families.  The 
leader  had  made  the  acquaintance)  of  nearly  all,  and  taken  pains 
to  remember  their  names  (a  R.  B.  conductor  remembers  a  man's 
name,  ought  not  Christians  to  be  equally  wise  T)  and  with  hearty 
hand-shaking  of  all  present  before  commencing  produced  a  cheer- 
ful home  feeling.  Fifteen  took  part ;  many  of  them  spoke  freely 
of  their  state  of  heart.  At  the  close  the  tarrying  to  shake  hands 
was  indicative  of  good  feeling.  Every  impenitent  one  was  talked 
with.  One  girl,  only  eighteen,  frankly  acknowledged  that  she  did 
not  believe  the  Bible,  and  thought  "  the  world  would  be  as  well 
off  without  it,  possibly  the  ten  commandments  might  be  of  some 
service.' 


Mr.  W.  I.  Smith,  formerly  of  the  Candor  Pa.  Y.  M.  C.  A., 

who  has  been  instrumental  in  organizing  several  Associations  in 
Penn.  and  Ohio,  is  now  engaged  in  Association  work  in  Minneapo- 
lis, Min.  We  warmly  commend  him  to  the  brethren  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. 
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Mews  of 

A  netv  Hall  in  the  Washington  Building.  A  Corres 
pondent  from  Washington,  D.  C.  writes :  We  have  lately  dedicat- 
ed a  new  flail  in  our  Building  called  our  Lecture  Boom.  From 
the  time  of  entering  this  building  we  have  felt  the  need  of  a  room 
suitable  for  our  daily  prayer  meetings,  our  monthly  meetings  and 
for  all  gatherings  for  which  Lincoln  Hall  was  too  large,  This 
want  has  been  met  by  the  kindness  of  our  benevolent  friends  who 
have  furnished  us  the  means  (about  $1,500)  for  so  remodelling 
our  rooms  as  to  transfer  our  Gymnasium  to  one  of  the  large  stores, 
and  to  fit  up  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  it  for  our  lecture 
Room.  This  beautiful  and  neatly  furnished  room,  was  opened 
with  two  services  on  August  13th,  one  at  noonday  the  other  at  6 
P.  il.  The  services  were  largely  attended  the  room  being  filled 
on  both  occasions  and  were  intensely  interesting.  We  spread  the 
notice  of  these  opening  services  so  as  to  give  a  fresh  impetus  to  the 
daily  prayer  meetings  held  at  these  hours,  and  the  effort  was  suc- 
cessful. By  a  blessing  of  our  Father  our  meetings  have  increased 
both  in  members  and  in  interest.  By  this  new  arrangement  the 
building  furnishes  us  with  the  following  accommodations :  a  spa- 
cious Reading  Room  and  Library,  a  Ladies'  Reading  Room,  Parlor 
Gymnasium,  Bowling  AUey,  Bath,  Committee  Rooms  and  Lecture 
Boom. 

The  interest  in  our  work  during  the  summer  has  centred  in  our 
open  air  services  held  every  evening,  and  in  our  public  services 
Sabbath  evenings.  '  A  large  number  have  asked  for  prayers  and 
some  very  hopeful  cases  of  conversion  have  occurred. 

Whatever  of  success  we  have  docs  not  come  from  a  beautiful 
building,  our  name,  or  our  numbers,  but  from  individual  personal 
consecration  to  the  service  of  winning  souls  to  the  Saviour.  Aiming 
directly  at  this  and  working  for  it,  we  find  God  gives  us  according 
to  our  faith. 


The  German  Association,  K.  Y.  City.  Plans  for 
Extending  the  Work.  Designing  to  reach  with  the  gospel, 
the  vast  number  of  German  Young  men  of  our  city  this  Associa- 
tion is  striving  greatly  to  enlarge  their  work. 

The  present  rooms  of  the  Association  are  at  09  Ludlow  Street. 
The  accommodations  are  an  audience  room  for  business  and  other 
meetings,  and  a  reading  room  which  is  supplied  with  a  number  of 
books  and  periodicals. 

Connected  with  the  building  is  a  boarding  house,  or  "Herberge," 
where  respectable  young  men  and  artizans  are  furnished  with 
good  board  and  lodgings  at  moderate  charges.  Th«  meetings  of 
the  Association  are  held  on  Monday  evenings.  The  meetings  of 
the  Church  and  Missionary  Committee  are  held  on  Saturday  even- 
ings. The  reading  room  is  open  every  evening  for  the  reception 
of  visitors.  Preparations  are  in  progress  for  the  occupancy  of  the 
audience  room  for  religions,  literary,  scientific  and  other  exercises 
every  evening  during  the  week. 

Arrangem  ntsarein  contemplation  for  the  reception  of  emigrants 
as  soon  as  they  arrive  in  the  city.  They  will  be  provided  with 
homes  and  employment  in  the  city,  or  on  the  Government  lands 
of  the  West. 

The  need  of  a  suitable  building  is  deeply  felt  and  the  brethren 
are  seeking  to  raise  $200,000  to  erect  such  an  edifice.  They  request 
also  donations  of  books,  furniture  and  works  of  art  to  make  their 
rooms  attractive. 


Associations. 

WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 

A  Helping  Hand  Association,  composed  of  some  benevo- 
lent Christian  ladiex  in  this  city  was  formed  last  January  to  do  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  island  a  work  similar  to  that  which  had  been 
accomplished  by  a  kindred  society  on  the  western  side.  The  de 
sign  was  to  give  poor  women  sewing  one  day  in  the  week,  whereby 
they  might  earn  needed  garments  at  cost,  and  groceries  at  whole 
sale  prices.  It  was  a  small  effort,  involving  an  outlay  for  cloth, 
groceries,  etc,  of  about  $650,  and  was  crowned  with  success.  The 
first  report  just  published  states  that  "  during  last  winter  256  ap- 
plicants were  received  into  the  society  the  average  attendance  be- 
ing 125.  The  time  thus  employed  by  the  women  has  rarely — if 
ever — interfered  with  their  home  duties,  and,  in  many  instances, 
the  provisions  and  garments  thus  earned,  have  proved  the  princi- 
pal support  of  whole' families."  The  work  brings  its  own  reward, 
and  these  Christian  ladies  testify  as  the  result  of  their  experience 
that  "  personal  contact  with  the  poor  is  the  surest  means  of  person- 
al growth  in  Christian  charity,  and  does,  invariably  more  good  to 
the  benefactor  than  to  the  receiver." 

The  work  is  admirably  distributed  among  various  committees. 
The  purchasing  and  pricing  committee  buy  all  needful  materials 
and  furnish  a  price  list  to  the  selling  committee.  The  cutting  com- 
mittee cut  tho  garments  and  hand  them  to  the  distributing  com- 
mittee who  see  that  the  work  of  finishing  them  is  given  to  those 
seeking  employment.  The  selling  committee  dispose  of  food,  coal, 
etc.,  according  to  the  price-list  furnished  them,  and  the  visiting 
committee  are  responsible  for  seeking  out  each  person  employed 
and  leading  them  under  Christian  influence  in  Church  or  Sunday- 
school. 

Women's  Association  in  Portland,  Me.  The  quarter- 
ly meeting  of  the  Women's  Christian  Association  was  held  on  the 
0th  inst.  An  interesting  report  was  read  by  the  secretary  after 
which  short  addresses  were  listened  to  from  several  clergymen. 
This  Association  proposes  to  enlarge  their  field  of  usefulness  the 
present  season. 


Tlie  Association  Gymnasium  in  New  York  city  has 
been  made  more  complete  in  its  appointments  the  past  summer  by 
the  addition  of  new  apparatus.  This  was  made  necessary  by  the 
numbers  who  use  this  means  of  physical  culture.  The  gymnasium 
was  crowded  last  winter  and  under  the  excellent  instruction  of  Mr 
William  Wood  this  department  of  our  work  was  made  useful  and 
beneficial  to  a  largo  number  of  those  who  in  our  busy  city,  are  in 
danger  of  losing  health  and  strength  for  lack  of   wholesome  ex- 


BR1TISH  PROVINCES. 

Growth  and  Activity  in  Toronto.  A  correspondent 
writes :  "  Our  work  is  flourishing ;  the  meetings  are  well  sustained, 
we  have  jnst  opened  a  noon  day  prayer  meeting  which  is  well 
attended,  our  family  worship,  held  in  the  rooms  at  9  30  P.  M.,  has 
been  productive  of  much  good,  some  one  or  two  young  men  hav- 
ing been  saved  through  its  instrumentality.  A  Laymen's  In- 
ititute  held  in  our  city  under  our  auspices  last  month  was 
a  decided  success,  being  well  attended,  very  practical  and  full  of  in- 
terest. We  hold  out-door  services.  Last  Sabbath  in  the  Park  we 
had  an  audience  of  two  or  three  thousand  and  held  a  second  ser- 
vice in  the  streets  at  8  in  the  evening.  I  walked  home  with  two 
young  men  who  were  deeply  moved  by  the  sermon. 

We  have  held  during  the  year  50  prayer  meetings  Saturday 
ev'ngs,  averaging  75  attendants,  and  have  had  15  lectures,  82  essays 
3  addresses,  2  socials,  2  public  meetings,  21  bethel  services,  aver- 
aging 104  attendants,  16  Sabbath  afternoon  lectures  in  one  of  our 
largest  halls  by  ministers  taking  some  striking  subject  as  a  text, 
such  as  "Bread  Enough,"  "What  is  your  age?"  "A  strange 
Choice,"  "  WiU  it  pay  T"  etc.  These  meetings  took  well  and 
reached  that  portion  of  our  citizens  who  never  attend  a  place  of 
worship.  Evening  meetings  were  also  held  in  the  same  haU, 
average  600.  We  have  had  four  cottage  meetings  per  week  all 
through  the  year,  average  15  in  attendance,  a  Bible  class  on  Sab- 
bath afternoon  at  3  P.  M.  averaging  80.  Jails  and  hospitals  have 
been  visited,  large  quantities  of  tracts  have  been  distributed  on 
trains,  boats,  markets,  streets,  etc.  Our  employment  committe  have 
secured  situations  for  about  240  young  men,  and  our  yokefellows 
have  done  good  service  standing  on  the  streets  inviting  the  people 
in  and  giving  cards  and  little  books.  We  have  occasion  to  thank 
God,  take  courage  and  go  on. 

Yours,  Tnos.  J.  Wilkik. 
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JJews  of  Associations. 

The  Provincial  Convention  at  Ottowa  the  9th  nit.,  ex- 
changed salutations  with  the  Canada  Temperance  Union  adopting 
the  following  resolution : 

"  Recognizing  as  we  do,  the  great  importance  to  be  attached  to 
the  temperance  cause  as  the  handmaid  of  religion,  we  desire  to  ex- 
press our  earnest  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  the  work.  Therefore, 
be  It  resolved  that  Rev.  Mr.  Pearson  convey  the  fraternal  greeting 
of  this  Convention  to  the  Canada  Temperance  Union,  now  assem- 
bled in  the  city  of  Montreal.  Wx.  Johnson,  President." 


sion  from  his  father's  house  rather  than  renounce  his  faith.  "This 
example,"  says  the  report,  "encourages  young  men  to  enter  reso- 
lutely the  same  path." 

Interesting  accounts  were  given  of  the  various  Union*.  One 
(the  Union  at  Houdeng-La  Louviere)  has  been  added  to  their  num. 
ber  the  present  year. 

The  following  statistics  were  given  concenrng  the  Unions. 


KentvlUe.  Nova  Scotia,  is  a  village  of  600  inhabitants 
Comwallis  is  close  at  hand  with  a  thickly  settled  farming  country, 
and  from  these  two  communities  the  Association  in  Kentville  gath- 
ers its  members.  Last  month  an  interesting  and  lively  meeting 
was  held  here,  two  brethren  from  the  neighboring  town  of  Wind- 
sor adding  life  and  enthusiasm  to  the  exercises  and  one  of  them 
rehersing  the  stirring  story  of  the  Indianapolis  convention.  The 
Kentville  Association  though  small  is  doing  a  good  work,  and 
sent  a  respectable  delegation  to  the  recent  Convention  of  the  mar- 
itime provinces  at  Charlottetown. 

ABROAD. 
GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Wanted!  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building  in  Dundee.  The  de- 
sire for  a  building  of  their  own  is  beginning  to  be  strongly  felt  by 
tho  Associations  in  Great  Britain.  In  Dundee,  Scotland,  where  the 
Association  has  400  members  this  want  is  deeply  felt. 

The  Dundee  Courier  states  that  the  directors  and  friends  after 
long  and  serious  thought  have  resolved  to  endeavor  to  erect  for 
the  use  of  the  Association  a  building  which  it  might  be  able  to  en- 
ter on  Whitsunday,  1872,  the  time  when  the  lease  of  its  present 
room  expires.  The  members,  though  most  of  them  poor  and  just 
starting  in  business,  have  shown  their  zeal  by  giving  £400  of  the 
£800  already  subscribed  for  the  building.  The  estimated  cost  of 
the  edifice  is  about  £3,000.  This  is  a  very  small  sum,  adds  the 
Courier,  when  compared  with  those  spent  on  similar  institutions  in 
America.  The  one  belonging  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation in  New  York  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  £97,400 ;  the  one  in 
Washington  at  £40,000 ;  that  in  San  Francisco  at  £15,000 ;  while 
the  one  belonging  to  the  Leeds  (England)  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  was  purchased  at  nearly  £6,000,  there  having  been 
£8,000  of  that  sum  collected  last  year.  It  may  possibly  surprise 
many  of  our  readers  to  learn  that  such  large  sums  have  been  dis- 
bursed on  the  erection  of  these  buildings.  But  such  is  the  case, 
and  we  think  the  scheme  of  the  Association  for  securing  a  sufficient, 
though  far  humbler  building,  than  tho?e  we  have  referred  to,  is  a 
wise  one,  and  one  surely  which  the  public  will  not  allow  to  fall 
through." 

A  German  Bible  class  was  formed  by  a  number  of  German 
young  men  on  the  evening  of  June  22,  at  48  Great  Marlborough 
Street,  in  the  west  of  London.  The  opening  meeting  was  very 
successful,  there  being  twenty-four  present.  Mr.  Bessier  will  in 
future  preside  at  these  gatherings  and  Mr.  Ostennoor,  the  German 
city  missionary,  has  promised  to  support  him  as  often  as  he  con. 
A  small  box  has  been  set  apart  to  receive  offerings  to  defray 
expenses.  Mr.  Ostennoor  will  kindly  make  a  grant  of  Bibles  and 
hymn  books  on  account  of  the  German  City  Mission. 

BELGIUM. 

The  Christian  Unions  in  Belgium.  The  Christian 
Unions  of  the  Young  Men  of  Belgium  held  their  12th  Reunion  in 
Wosmes  (Hainaut)  the  5th  and  6th  of  last  June.  The  printed  re 
port  of  the  sessions  which  has  been  sent  us  contains  many  inter- 
esting items. 

The  brethren  in  Belgium  are  sometimes  called  to  suffer  persecu- 
tion in  the  Master's  service.  It  was  stated  at  this  Reunion  that 
one  young  man  belonging  to  the  Union  in  Liege  suffered  expuJU 


MEMBER8 
Active.  Auo'ce.  Hou'rr. 


Place. 

Lize-Seraing 17  7  8 

Nessonvaux 11  5  8 

Liege 8  15  7 

Verviers 8  8  2 

Sprimont 6  8  1 

Houdeng-La  Louviere 8  4  2 

Wasm>s 7  19 

Brussels  (Hollandish) 14  0  0 

"      (French) 5  0  10 

GERMANY. 
Annual  Convention  of  the  East  German  Associa- 
tions. Mr.  Andrew  Scott  writing  from  Hamburgh  to  the  Lon. 
-  don  (Y.  M.  C.  A.)  Mettenger  under  date  of  July  7th  says :  "  I  have 
again  had  the  pleasure  of  representing  our  Association  at  the  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  East  German  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations.  This  took  place  at  Potsdam,  near  Berlin,  on  June  the  12th 
and  13th.  The  proceedings  commenced  by  an  early  hour  proces- 
sion through  the  Palace  gardens  of  Sonsouci,  by  Royal  permission. 
On  arriving  at  the  Palace,  about  1,500  persons  joined  in  singing  a 
delightful  spiritual  song,  immediately  after  which  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  dowager,  who  has  long  interested  herself  in  the  Associations, 
appeared  upon  the  balcony,  and  graciously  inquired  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  the  Associations.  The  Rev.  Messrs.  Jordan 
and  Horner,  in  supplying  the  information  heartily  thanked  her 
Majesty  for-the  kind  interest  she  took  in  tho  Institution.  Another 
burst  of  praise  to  God  closed  this  interesting  scene.  Proceeding 
then  to  the  beautiful  church  we  listened  to  a  deeply  impressive 
annual  discourse  by  Rev.  Mr.  Krummacher,  of  Elberield.  In  the 
afternoon  an  open  air  meeting  was  held  in  a  lovely  rural  spot. 
Here  the  United  Associations  and  their  friends,  numbering  about 
2,000,  listened  to  addresses  from  various  ministers  and  laymen  for 
four  hours,  interspersed  with  many  spiritual  hymns  and  with  oar- 
nest  prayers.  This  happy  day  was  closed  by  a  succe  sful  confer- 
ence of  managers  of  '•  Young  Men's  Christian  Homes,"  from  various 
towns.  On  the  following  morning  from  nine  till  half-past  two  the 
annual  conference  of  delegates  from  the  United  Associations  was 
held.  Tho  concluding  devotional  exercises  were  marked  by  ear- 
nest expressions  of  gratitude  for  God's  rich  blessings  granted  10 
the  meeting  of  this  Convention. 

At  Work  in  the  Prussian  Army.  Mr.  C.  King  of  the 
Elberfeld  (German)  Young  Men's  Yerum  or  Association,  writes : 

"  Many  young  men  of  our  Associations  have  been  enrolled  in  the 
army  and  many  others  have  gone  to  the  seat  of  war  to  help  their 
wounded  brethren.  The  young  men  at  home  make  subscriptions 
of  money  for  our  members  who  are  in  the  war,  and  hold  prayer 
meetings  to  supplicate  God's  blessing  on  our  king,  our  army,  and 
especially  on  our  brethen.  We  have  sent  on  agent  to  the  soldiers 
whose  duty  it  is  to  distribute  tracts  and  New  Testaments  and  to 
looking  for  our  members  and  bring  them  consolation  from  the 
Word  of  God. 

"  One  view  of  the  cross  of  Christ  will  make  sin  more  odious 
than  a  thousand  fine  descriptions  of  the  beauty  of  virtue,  which 
commonly  serve  only  to  nourish  and  fortify  the  pride  of  man." 

John  Witherspoon,  D.  D. 

"  Thihk  not  to  do  injury  to  the  grace  oi  God  by  wearing  a  self 

righteous  cobweb,  and  refusing  to  believe,  till  you  have  laid  down 

some  reformation,  as  if  you  would  first  save  yourself,  that  you  may 

be  fit  for  salvation  by  Christ." 

John  Witiierspooh.D.  D. 
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(Etortetwttf  ^Worfetng  in  itnton. 

gitrte  ^orirtieu. 
Mbles  for  the  French  and  Prussian  Armies.    In 

the  terrific  war  raging  on  the  soil  of  France  it  is  encouraging  to 
learn  that  successful  efforts  have  been  mode  to  distribute  the 
Word  of  God  among  the  soldiers  of  both  armies.  A  correspondent 
of  the  London  Christian  Times  writes  : 

"  The  Committee  of  the  Bible  stand,  Crystal  Palace,  London,  have 
mode  arrangements  to  introduce  the  Word  of  God  into  both  camps  ; 
and  for  this  purpose  they  hare  adopted  means  to  cause  portions  of 
the  Scriptures  (chiefly  the  four  Gospels)  to  be  circulated  among 
the  soldiers. 

In  France  this  is  done  most  efficiency  by  the  Committee's  Bible 
carriage  following  the  army,  and  working  under  the  direction  of 
our  Christian  friend  and  brother  M.  F.  Monnier,  who  writes  as  fol 
lows :  "  Thousands  are  marching  to  their  death :  what  a  privi- 
lege to  give  them  at  the  last  moment  the  '  Word  of  Life !'  "  On 
the  same  subject  we  read  in  La  Croix, "  The  soldiers  are  unanimous 
in  their  thankfulness  for  these  souvenirs,  that  are  given  to  them 
on  their  departure.  At  Versailles  as  many  as  4,000  copies  of  the 
Gospels  have  been  distributed  at  the  railway  station.  *  *  *  We  try 
to  give  the  most  of  them  a  Gospel  *  *  *  and  all  seem  delighted. 

In  Germany  the  same  work  is  carried  on  by  members  of  Chris- 
tian Associations,  following  the  army  to  nurse  the  sick  and  wound- 
ed. To  Pastor  Disselhof,  director  of  the  Deaconesses'  Institution  at 
Kaiserswerth,  and  to  Pastor  Engelberth,  director  of  the  Deacons' 
Institute,  Duisburg,  several  cases  of  Gospels  have  already  been 
sent,  and  by  them,  as  well  as  by  other  Christian  friends,  they  are 
being  distributed  among  the  German  Soldiers.  Pastor  Engelberth 
writes  to  us  as  follows :  "  Please  send  us  Gospels  at  once :  in  the 
late  war  both  friend  and  enemy  were  equally  eager  to  accept  them. 
We  propose  to  send  again '  deacons '  into  the  field  as  voluntary  at- 
tendants on  the  sickand  wounded." 


gutttticatt  £uttdas  School  *toUm., 

Do  Union  Sunday  Schools  JHe  Out  f  A  letter  from  a 
Missionary  of  the  American  Sunday  School  Union  in  southern  In- 
diana, dated  July  13, 1870,  says :  "  Of  sixty  new  Sunday  Schools 
which  I  have  established  in  Southern  Indiana.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  only  one  has  ceased  to  exist."  In  illustration  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  union  principle  in  numerous  communities  he  gives  this 
instance: 

"  I  recently  established  a  Sunday  School  with  the  happiest  pros, 
pecta  in  a  small  village  containing  two  "  saloons  "  but  enjoying  no 
gospel  privileges.  In  the  village  and  vicinity  only  afew  religious 
people  could  be  found.  A  small  house  of  worship,  in  good  condi- 
tion is  in  the  village,  but  has  been  but  very  little  occupied  for  five 
years,  there  being  only  two  members  in  the  church.  In  the  Sun- 
day School  persons  of  throe  different  denominations  will  join  in 
earnest  labor  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  community.  Thus  a 
true  Christian  union  is  secured." 

This  missionary  reports  establishing  another  promising  union 
school  in  a  neighboring  village  much  resembling  the  others,  con- 
taining a  .saloon  well  patronized,  a  meeting  house  seldom  occupied, 
and  very  few  religious  people  to  be  the  salt  of  the  community. 
The  union  principle  harmonizes  them  in  gospel  labor  in  the  Sun- 
day School. 

ITelp  for  the  Friendless.  Among  the  auxiliary  opera- 
tions of  the  New  York  City  Mission,  not  the  least  important  is  the 
Free  Reading-room  for  Men,  where  not  only  the  daily  newspapers 
and  writing  materials  are  furnished,  but  where  meals  and  lodg- 
ings are  also  freely  given  to  any  unfortunate,  friendless  stranger 
who  is  seeking  employment.  Two  houses — Nos.  501  Pearl  Street, 
and  816  Water  street — are  fitted  and  furnished,  and  occupied  for 
those  purposes,  and  every  day  scores  of  men,  young  and  old,  avail 


themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  reading  the  paper,  or  writing  a 
letter,  or  consulting  the  missionary  or  obtaining  assistance. 

The  missionary  in  charge  reports  that  during  one  month  at  the 
Water  Street  house,  114  men  were  received,  and  882  lodgings  and 
1,594  meals  given.  Two-thirds  of  the  men  succeeded  in  securing 
employment,  and  left  the  houses,  feeling  grateful  for  the  important 
help  given  them  in  their  time  of  need.  Any  one  who  sees  the 
crowd  of  poor  strangers  and  unfortunate  friendless  men  constantly 
drifting  through  our  streets,  and  feels  for  their  forlorn  condition, 
will  rejoice  at  the  practical  Christian  philanthrophy  which  has 
opened  a  temporary  refuge  and  shelter,  and  which  affords  them  an 
opportunity  of  looking  up  their  friends  or  of  seeking  employment 
and  taking  a  new  start  in  life. 

•gvattfjeliral  gtUiawe. 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  on  Sept  28d, 
in  tho  parlor  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  an- 
nounced as  we  go  to  press.  This  was  the  day  appointed  tor  the  or- 
ganization of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Alliance,  which  has 
been  postponed  on  account  of  the  war  in  Europe.  As  a  number  of 
the  delegates  came  among  us  before  the  postponement  was  an- 
nounced and  are  now  here,  it  seems  fitting  that  an  informal  meet- 
ing of  this  kind  should  be  held.  A  reception  is  therefore  to  be 
given  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  all  the  foreign  delegates  on 
the  afternoon  of  Sept.  33d.  and  on  the  following  Sunday  evening, 
(Sept.  25th)  in  Association  Hall,  a  public  Alliance  meeting  will  be 
addressed  by  the  foreign  delegates  and  other  selected  speakers 

©rot  £acietictf. 

Among  the  Mormons.  Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted for  a  thorough  canvass  of  Utah  Territory  and  the  circula- 
tion of  the  publications  of  the  American  Tract  Society  among  the 
mormon  families,  and  the  work  has  been  begun.  Except  a  limited 
supply  of  religious  literature  in  Salt  Lake  City,  these  families  have 
no  religious  bookstore  within  a  thousand  miles  of  their  houses.  As 
the  society  prints  largely  in  the  Scandinavian  and  other  European 
languages  spoken  in  Utah,  the  field  thus  opened  is  both  important 
and  promising. 

Ret.  J.  Wh.  Edik,  the  late  efficient  pastor  of  the  New  Scotland 
and  Bethlehem  Presbyterian  Churches  in  this  State,  has  been  ap- 
pointed District  Secretary  of  the  American  Tract  Society  for  Eas- 
tern Pennsylvania. 

Ret.  W.  A.  Robinson,  a  Colporteur  in  Virginia,  reports  as 
fruits  of  his  labors  during  August,  thirty  hopeful  conversions, 
chiefly  adult  Soblath  school  scholars  gathered  by  his  instrumen- 
tality 

Launched  in  London. 

V  My  ton  started  yesterday  to  try  his  fortune  la  London.  Pray  for  him— pray 
for  him."— Mm.  Letter.] 


With  blessed  vigil,  crou  and  sign. 
And  crimson  flash  of  holy  wine, 
They  used,  In  ages  long  gone  by, 
When  faith  was  strong,  and  hope  was 

high. 
To  let  their  ressels  flowing  go 
Into  the  great  sea's  welcoming  flow. 
The  ship,  so  newly  clamped  and  framed. 
Trimmed,  fitted,  masted,  proved  and 

named. 
Eager  to  braye  the  lurking  storm  | 
The  ravening  sands,  the  cruel  reef. 
As  If  its  reins,  with  life-blood  warm. 
Felt  Impulses  of  high  resolve, 
And  mocked  at  human  woe  and  grief, 
Daring  with  colors  boldly  flying. 
Danger  and  woe  and  death  defying; 
No  white  sails  set,  but  folded  up, 
Like  leaves  of  a  sleeping  lily's  cap. 
With  latent  power  to  open  forth, 
Let  tempest  come  from  south  or  north. 
And  rushing  gladly  to  the  wave, 
The  sailor's  home,  the  seaman's  grave, 
Reliant  In  its  new-found  power. 
To  brave  It  In  the  darkening  hour. 


But  how  much  more  bents  the  sign. 

The  prayer,  the  cross,  the  sacred  wine. 

The  youth  who  leaves  as  scorning  fate. 

Hopeful,  innocent,  elate. 

To  race  the  giant  city's  throngs ; 

The  selfish  crowd's  neglect  and  wrongs ; 

The  cruel  scorn,  the  taunt,  the  sneer ; 

The  lingering  hope  from  year  to  year; 

The  solitude  amid  the  din. 

Of  sordid  minions,  want  and  sin ; 

The  trampling,   struggling  grasp  for 

gold; 
The  aspirations  manifold ; 
The  agony,  the  pangs  untold. 
The  life-long  purgatory  of  pain ; 
The  love  that  ne'er  returns  again 
Meets  it*  risk ;  the  longing  heart  i 

By  time  and  sorrow  rent  apart. 
Yes  I  Tee  1  the  mystic  cross  and  sign. 
And  baptism  of  holy  wine, 
Are  needed  now,  and  fervid  prayers. 
To  fend  our  boy  from  sin  and  ss 
He  goes  to  brave  a  turbid  sea, 
The  round  world's  great  epitome. 

Chamber  •>  Journal,  1883- 


Gite  Ye  Them  to  Eat. 

Bow  shall  we  give  ?  Our  loaves  are  few  and  small, 

And  great  and  many  are  the  needs  which  press. 
Thy  loving  heart  would  grieve  If  we  should  fall 

Fainting  with  hunger  ft  the  wilderness. 
Lofd  In  Thy  sacred  hands  we  lay  our  bread. 

Break  Thou  and  give  us  for  the  multitude 
Bo  Khali  each  craving  heart  be  duly  fed, 

For  Thou  Tilt  bless  and  multiply  the  food . 

Mabt  E.  ATSISSOJf. 
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LITEEART  NOTES. 

a  Book  for  all  Preachers.  A  valuable  and  probably  the 
most  useful  and  practical  work  in  our  language  on  the  subject  of 
Homilectics,  or  the  art  of  sermonizing  has  lately  appeared.  The 
title  of  the  work  is, "  Thh  Preparation  and  Delivery  of  Sbb- 
mohs,"  by  John  A.  Broadus,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Theological  Seminary,  Greenville,  S.  C.  All  who  know  the 
author  will  expect  a  thorough  and  scholarly  work  and  they  will 
not  be  disappointed.  His  work  is  the  result  of  ten  years'  experi- 
ence as  a  teacher  of  Homiletics.  The  literature  of  the  subject 
seems  to  have  been  thoroughly  mastered  and  choice  selections 
from  the  best  authors  who  have  written  on  this  theme  are  with 
great  skill  woven  into  that  part  of  the  the  work  to  which  they  sev- 
erally belong.  Illustrations  under  every  head  or  topic  abound  and 
give  great  practical  value  to  the  treatise.  In  speaking  of  the  text  of 
the  sermon,  for  example,  after  urging  very  strongly  that  every  text 
should  be  interpreted  "  gramatically,  logically,  historically  and  in 
accordance  with  and  not  contrary  to  the  general  teachings  of  Scrip- 
ture,'' he  gives  copious  instances  of  "  texts  misapplied,"  These 
illustrations  give  great  force  and  practicality  to  the  treatment  of 
this  branch  of  the  subject.  We  commend  the  volume  very  earnest- 
ly to  all  of  our  readers  who  engage  or  wish  to  engage  in  lay 
preaching.  The  author  himself  in  his  preface  suggests  to  this  class 
of  speakers  the  study  of  the  first  three  chapters  of  Part  I  and  all  of 
Part  V.  We  would  add  to  these  the  admirable  chapter  on  the  use 
and  abuse  of  illustrations,  and  the  instructive  paragraphs  on  ex- 
temporaneous speaking.  The  careful  reading  of  this  excellent 
treatise  will  help  all  who  desire  at  any  time  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  their  fellow  men.  Smith,  English  &  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Sheldon  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  are  the  publishers. 

A  Valuable  History  Completed.  The  twelfth  and  last  vol 
nine  of  Fronde's  remarkable  history  of  England  from  the  fall  of 
Wolsey  (1529)  to  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth  (1603)  has  just  been 
issued.  This  work  is  one  oi  the  most  valuable  contributions  to 
the  sum  of  our  historical  knowledge  which  has  been  made  by  the 
scholars  of  this  century..  It  is  the  result  of  patient  investigation 
and  profound  research  by  one  who  has  rare  ability  in  evolving  out 
of  a  vast  mass  of  hetrogeneous  matter  a  clear  and  interesting  nar- 
rative. The  style  of  Mr.  Froude  is  not  florid  or  ambitious,  but 
simple  and  at  times  eloquent.  The  light  he  throws  on  the  charac- 
ters and  events  of  this  remarkable  period  will  occasion  the  revision 
and  reversal  of  many  prevalent  opinions.  Henry  Till  the  cruel 
tyrant  and  husband  is  proven — by  evidence  quite  conclusive — to 
be  an  illusion,  created  during  the  long  reign  of  the  daughter  of 
the  faithless  Anne  Boleyn,  fostered  and  handed  down  to  their  suc- 
cessors by  the  writers  of  the  Elizabethan  period,  and  not  dispelled 
by  the  historian  till  our  day.  This,  perhaps,  is  the  most  striking 
revelation  of  Mr.  Fronde's  valuable  narrative  but  many  other 
passages  of  new  and  fresh  interest  abound  in  his  pages.  We  re- 
joice that  he  has  been  spared  to  complete  his  work  and  hope  with 
all  the  friends  of  a  pure  and  scholarly  literature  that  other  contri- 
butions from  his  pen  may  increase  the  debt  of  gratitude  owed  him 
by  all  who  read  our  language. 
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THE   MONTH. 

AT  HOME. 

In  the  Political  field  the  interest  centres  in  those  States 
which  are  to  vote  for  Representatives  in  Congress  this  fall.  The 
test  questions  of  the  campaign  though  important  are  not  calculat- 
ed to  produce  much  popular  excitement,  as  they  relate  principally 
to  the  public  finances,  tariff  laws  and  matters  of  general  reform. 
The  Republicans  defend  the  administration  and  the  measures 
passed  by  the  last  Congress,  while  their  opponents,  the  Democrats 
do  not  miss  the  opportunity  of  showing  np  and  magnifying  what- 
ever "corruptions  "  and  weakness  can  be  fastened  on  the  party  in 
power.  In  some  of  the  Western  States  the  contest  will  be  close 
and  the  result  will  probably  materially  alter  the  party  complexion 
ot  the  next  Congress. 

Vice  President  Colfax  has  expressed  his  intention  to  retire  from 
public  life  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office  and  enter  into  active 
business.  He  has  s? en  18  years  of  continuous  service  at  Washington 
and  now  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  country.  Wendell  Phil- 
ips, has  accepted  a  nomination  for  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  from 
the  Temperance  and  Labor  Reform  parties  of  the  State.  Ex-Gov. 
Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  advises  "  all  good  and  true  men  "  in  his 
state  to  accept  the  Reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  and  r.  concile 
themselves  to  the  new  condition  of  things. 

Among  new  Educational  projects  wo  observe  that  an 
institution  has  been  established  at  Washington,  D.  C.  to  be  known 
as  the  "  American  Printing  House  and  University  for  the  Blind," 
whose  object  is  to  provide  for  that  class  of  persons  facilities  of  in- 
struction not  heretofore  enjoyed  or  attained  by  them ;  via. :  a  com- 
plete series  of  text  books,  works  of  general  literature,  and  an  illus- 
trative apparatus  addressed  to  the  sense  of  touch. 

The  institution  for  young  ladies  which  the  late  John  Simmons 
of  Boston  has  established  by  his  will,  giving  it  $1,400,000,  has  a 
worthy  object.  The  pupils  are  to  be  instructed  in  all  the  arts  and 
sciences  which  would  be  of  value  to  the  sex  in  practical  affairs. 
Another  project  is  that  of  the  trustees  of  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  Medi- 
cal College,  who  have  instituted  one  beneficiary  scholarship  for 
each  congressional  district  in  the  Southern  and  surrounding 
States.  By  this  means  very  many  poor  but  deserving  young  men 
will  be  enabled  to  obtain  a  thorough  medical  education. 

The  returns  of  the  Census  come  in  rapidly  and  they  occa- 
sion surprise  in  many  quarters,  especially  in  the  large  cities.  The 
large  populations  claimed  for  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago,  Cincin- 
nati and  other  places  have  suffered  astonishing  reductions  under 
the  census  taken.  There  have  been  complaints  of  inaccuracies  and 
incompleteness  in  the  returns  of  this  city,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
thousands  of  its  residents  were  away  during  the  time  designated 
for  the  enrollment.  Undoubtedly  there  have  been  more  or  less 
omissions  and  mistakes,  but  of  the  general  reliability  of  the  enu- 
meration there  cannot  be  mnch  question. 

The  action  of  the    United  States  Government  in 

promptly  recognizing  the  new  Republic  of  France,  has  awakened 
great  enthusiasm  toward  our  country  in  Paris.  On  this  side  of 
the  ocean  also  a  much  stronger  sympathy  with  France  has  devel- 
oped since  the  change  in  her  government  and  the  opinion  is  more 
often  expressed  that  Prussia  should  cease   hostilities  and  offer 

generous  terms  to  the  rival  whom  she  has  already  so  thoroughly 
umilated. 

The  experiment  of  Woman  Suffrage,  made  in  Wyo- 
ming Territory,  created  unusual  interest  on  election  day  throughout 
the  community.  We  are  told  that  the  ladies  were  brought  to  the 
polls  in  carriages  and  after  depositing  their  ballots,  were  immedi- 
ately driven  home ;  that  both  parties  were  out  with  buggies  from 
morning  till  night  gathering  up  all  the  fair  sex  that  could  be 
found  to  vote,  and  that  not  an  insult  was  offered  to  any  lady  even 
by  the  "  roughs." 

The  arrival  of  Christian  ffllsson,  the  celebrated  Sweed- 
ish  singer,  in  this  c  ountry,  has  created  no  little  interest  among 
the  lovers  of  music  She  comes  with  the  reputation  of  beng  a 
second  Jenny  Lind  and  in  her  first  performances  she  has  well  sus- 
tained the  highest  expectations.  Her  voice  is  charming  beyond 
expression,  and  she  truly  deserves  the  name  of  "  Queen  of  Song." 

From  the  peaceful  attitude  of  the  Indians  during  the  sum- 
mer, we  had  hoped  that  the  threatened  war  on  the  plains  had  been 
averted,  but  now  it  seems  the  white  settlers  of  Arizona,  have  deter- 
mined to  exterminate  the  red  man  from  that  territory.  What  the 
cause  of  this  sndden  outbreak  is  does  not  appear,  but  evidently 
such  a  thing  as  peace  with  the  Indians  seems  impossible. 

The  Principal  colleges  in  the  country  have  opened  this  fall 
with  large  Freshman  classes.  At  Tale  and  Harvard  they  number 
about  200  strong,  which  is  certainly  not  an  indication  that  the 
value  of  a  classical  education  is  depreciating  in  Amorica. 
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ABROAD. 


Since  the  Over  whet  mlny  defeat  of  the  Fiench  at  Sedan 
and  the  surrender  of  Napoleon,  hopes  of  peace  have  been  univer- 
sally and  confidently  entertained.  Bnt  the  Empire  has  been  over- 
turned and  another  of  the  many  brief  republican  experiments  of 
which  France  has*  since  1789,  been  the  victim  has  been  set  up  in 
Paris.  The  question  therefore  arises,  what  guarantee  can  Prussia 
have  that  peace,  if  made,  will  be  preserved  1  Presuming  that  the 
new  French  Republic  is  now  authorized  by  the  nation  Prussia, 
docs  not  seem  willing  to  treat  for  a  peace  which  might  be 
repudiated  after  Prussian  soldiers  had  been  withdrawn  from 
French  soil. 

The  appeal  to  arms  therefore  continues 
and  a  decisive  military  victory  for  the  Prus- 
sians seems  to  be  the  shortest  road  to  peace. 
To  retch  that  consumation  is  the  uppermost 
desire  of  all  who  look  upon  this  murderous 
and  devastating  struggle.  But  negotiations 
and  offers  of  mediation  hare  thus  far  failed, 
and  war  to  the  bitter  end  appears  to  be  inev 
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CHEMICAL    WHITING   FLUID 
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Positively  it  will  not  thicken  in  the  stand, 
itable.  All  surmise  concerning  the  future  of  jit  is  endorsed  by  Prots.  J.  G.  Pohle,  and 
the  struggle  is  futile  for  before  these  lines  {?kn  .Torrey,  U.  S.  Assayer,  as  being  the 
meet  the  eyes  of  our  readers  the  situatiou 


will  be  materially  altered. 

Terrible  Disaster.    Since  the  sinking 
of  the  ill-fated  TJ.  S.  War  Steamer  Oneida, 
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America,         Caledonia,     India, 
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Australia,       Columbia,      Ismalla, 
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no  marine  disaster  has  appaled  humanity  as  the  foundering  of 
the  British  iron-clad  Captain,  in  a  storm  off  the  coast  of  France  on 
the  7th  of  September.  Nearly  five  hundred  souls  per' shed  with  her. 
This  vessel  was  considered  the  most  formidable  naval  craft  afloat, 
having  been  built  to  combine  the  qualities  of  perfect  invnlner 
ability  and  pea  worthiness.  The  cause  of  the  calamity  is  not 
accurately  known  bat  the  excessive  weight  of  the  vessel  is  very 
plaVslbly  conjectured  to  have  made  her  unseaworthy.  The  prob- 
lem, the  solution  of  which  was  attempted  in  her  construction,  still 
remains  unsolved. 

A  free  library  and  literary  institute  has  been  opened  in  Vera 
'Cruz,  Mexico.  The  Federal  Government  contributed  from  7,000 
to  8,000  volumes,  and  others  were  ordered  from  Europe  by  the 
State  Governmant. 

Mb.  A.  T.  Stewart,  of  New  York  has 
given  30,000  franca  for  the  relief  of  the 
French  wounded. 

The  Spanish  Cortes  have  made  a  grant  of 
$66,000  toward  the  restoration  of  the  Alham- 
bra,  the  royal  palace  of  the  Moorish  kings  of 
Granada. 

Among  the  deaths  of  noted  men  in  Europe, 
last  month  was  that  of  Von  Gracfe,  the  cel- 
ebrated German  oculist. 

A  superb  Cataract  nearly  800  feet  in 
height,  has  been  recently  discovered  in  Brit- 
ish Guiana,  South  America.  "  It  is  described 
as  a  column  of  snow  white  foam." 
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sasengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
..Jlway  Station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  t 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac. 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  18  Months 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  L.OWKST  RATES. 

For  farther  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office.  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BBOTHEBS. 

New  Yobs:,  January,  1870. 
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THE  WORKING  WOMEN'S  HOME  IN  CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


In  the  autumn  of  1868,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  H.  Thane 
Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  the  Women's  Christian  Association  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  organized.  At  the  close  of  the  first  year 
in  November,  1860.  it  numbered  600  members.  Daring  that 
year  5,490  families  were  visited  and  employment  for  40  women 
secured.  $6,000  was  also  raised  for  enlarging  and  repairing  as 
a  "  Working  Women's  Home,"  an  edifice  (No.  16  Walnut  St.), 
which  Mr.  Stillman  Witt,  had  bought  for  $6,000  and  gener- 
ously presented  to  the  Association.  We  are  able  through  the 
kindness  of  Messrs  C.  E.  Bolton  and  Tibbitts,  to  place  before 
our  readers  this  month  a  picture  of  the  "  Home."  The  building 
us  three  stories  high.    Upon  the  first  floor  are  two  parlors,  sit- 


ting, dining,  and  matron's  rooms,  with  a  large  kitchen.  The 
hall  of  the  second  floor  opens  into  seven  large  sleeping  rooms 
and  the  third  floor  contains  five  more  similar  rooms.  The 
apartments  were  severally  furnished  by  14  different  churches  in 
Cleveland,  including  the  "Society  of  Friends."  The  fares 
charged  for  rooms  and  board,  are  regulated  by  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  applicant 

Spiritually  the  work  of  the  Association  has  been  blessed  in 
the  conversion  of  many  who  have  been  reached  by  the  Mission- 
ary Committee.  But  we  hope  at  a  future  time  to  give  details 
of  the  good  work  accomplished  by  this  vigorous  and  useful 
organization. 
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THE  STIRLING  T.  M.  C.  A.  CONFERENCE  OF  SCOTLAND, 

HELD  ON  THE  6TH,  7TH  AND  8TH  SEPTEMBER,  1870. 
J.  R.  DOUGALL. 

Oban,  Scotland,  September  13, 1870. 

There  is  more  difference  between  a  British  or  European  Con- 
ference and  an  American  Convention  than  between  the  Associations 
which  they  represent.  The  Old  World  brethren  have,  I  think, 
the  advantage  in  the  intelligence  and  business-like  character  of 
their  discussions,  but  are  lacking  in  the  elan,  (that  is  the  word  now- 
adays) which  gives  so  muoh  effect  to  our  publio  meetings.  They  have 
forms  and  usages  to  follow  which  somewhat  check  enthusiasm,  but 
they  have  some  customs  which  have  a  charm  about  them  of  their 
own.  Instead  of  entertaining  the  delegates,  for  instance,  at  the 
houses  of  the  citizens,  they  allow  them  to  find  lodgings  where  they 
may ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  do  a  good  deal  of  their  eating  to- 
gether, and  their  suppers  and  breakfasts  are  very  genial  gatherings. 
As  to  whioh  mode  of  management  is  the  more  conducive  to  spir- 
ituality, there  would  probably  be  divergenoe  of  opinion,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  assure  myself  which  is  best ;  but  I  must  confess 
that  if  I  was  disappointed  in  anything  at  Stirling,  it  was  in  their 
prayer  meetings.  There  was,  indeed,  nothing  like  what  we  call  a 
prayer  meeting  on  the  programme  at  all ;  we  had,  however,  twice 
during  the  course  of  the  Conference,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  prayer, 
whioh  was  entered  into  in  a  way  which  demonstrated  how  profit- 
able and  enjoyable  a  little  more  time  so  spent  might  have  been.  In 
a  publio  meeting  in  England  there  is  usually  a  list  of  three  or  four 
speakers  decided  on  long  beforehand,  and  not  to  be  taken  from  or 
added  to.  Eaoh  of  these,  when  he  rises,  explains  that  he  is  a  mis- 
take altogether,  has  nothing  to  say,  and  will  therefore  be  brief, 
which  I  have  always  found  to  mean  that  he  will  exoeed  half  an 
hour  as  little  as  possible.  The  chairman  is  also  an  important  insti- 
tution. He  must  spend  some  of"the  time  of  the  meeting  deprecat- 
ing his  position,  but  would  feel  greatly  hurt  should  he  at  the  close 
of  the  meeting  fail  to  reoeive  a  felicitation  of  greater  length  than 
interest  as  to  the  happy  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  im- 
portant duty  in  the  ohair.  All  the  speakers  have  also  to  be  compli- 
mented, no  matter  how  fearfully  the  audience  has  been  bored,  and 
the  oompliment  is  best  put  when  the  mover  or  seconder  of  the  vote 
of  *ln"iVq  can  repeat  a  good  number  of  the  commonplaces  to  which 
he  has  listened.  I  have  actually  seen  the  whole  list  of  those  who 
should  lead  in  prayer  made  out  before  a  prayer  meeting.  I  wish  I 
might  go  further,  and  describe  to  you  an  English  pageant,  or  de- 
monstration, in  illustration  of  the  difficulties  under  which  our 
brethren  here  labor  in  attempting  anything  of  a  popular  ■character; 
but  my  present  business  is  with  the  Stirling  meeting,  the  second 
triennial  Scottish  Conference,  and,  counting  the  British  Conference 
held  in  Edinburgh  some  time  ago,  the  third  held  in  Scotland. 

I  need  not  describe  the  old  town,  built  on  a  castle-crowned  crag 
in  the  midst  of  the  finest  plain  of  Scotland,  and  entangled  in  the 
windings  of  the  Forth,  just  as  the  world  is  said  to  be  in  the  coils 
of  the  old  serpent.  The  lovely  scene  will  be  familiar  to  the  mem- 
ory or  imagination  of  a  large  part  of  your  readers.  The  central 
object  of  Stirling  to  the  working  Christian  is  perhaps  not  the 
ancient  stronghold  of  northern  monarchs,  but  the  depot  of  the 
Stirling  tracts,  the  enterprise  of  the  celebrated  Peter  Drammond. 
The  Drummonds  are  a  remarkable  family,  whose  name  is  even  linked 
with  the  town  in  which  they  have  grown  up.  Out  of  six  or  seven 
sons  of  a  gardener  and  nurseryman,  five  clung  to  the  quiet  old 
town,  and,  what  might  seem  unlikely,  made  fortunes  there.  It  is 
not  often  that  means  gathered  so  carefully  are  expended  so  lavishly 
for  the  publio  good.  William  Drummond,  now  dead,  devoted  him- 
self to  beautifying  the  town  in  every  quarter  by  means  of  the 
sculptor's  art,  while  his  brother  Peter  chose  the  more  exoellent  way 
of  retiring  from  active  business  to  oarry  on,  without  fee  or  reward, 
the  gigantic  tract  enterprise  into  which  he  had  by  Providence  been 
unexpectedly  launched.  In  doing  this  he  received  substantial  en- 
oouragement  from  his  brothers,  one  of  whom,  Henry,  the  partner  of 
his  former  business,  is  at  present  the  honorary  President  of  the 


Stirling  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He  received  also  the 
active  co-operation  of  Christians  all  over  the  land. 

It  was  at  this  tract  depot,  ornamented  within  and  without  with  the 
finest  carvings,  that  the  delegates  presented  themselves  on  reaching 
town,  and  were  directed  as  to  their  future  movements.  It  was  much 
regretted  that  Mr.  Peter  Drummond  himself  was  away  from  home. 
The  first  meeting  was  tea  in  the  basement  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Only  one  speech  was  made  at  the  tea-table,  that  of  weloome 
by  the  President,  Mr.  Henry  Drummond,  who,  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  Conference,  proved  what  he  here  said,  that  his  heart 
was  very  warm  toward  the  young  men.  On  adjourning  up  stairs,  we 
had  an  address  by  Mr.  John  Tawse,  of  Edinburgh,  Writer  to  the 
Signet,  long  the  leading  man  of  the  Edinburgh  Association,  and  I 
may  say  of  the  Scottish  Associations.  When  his  remarks  were  con- 
cluded it  was  time  to  go  home.  Next  morning  we  met  to  breakfast 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Bailie  Tellowlees.  The  addresses  were 
again  of  limited  number.  Among  them  opportunity  was  given  to  the 
delegate  of  the  American  Associations  to  acknowledge  the  weloome. 
In  doing  this  he  did  not  enter  on  any  description  of  the  American 
work,  as  that  would  hardly  have  been  in  place,  nor  was  there  time 
for  it.  The  real  sessions  of  the  Conference  were  confined  to  three 
meetings,  of  two  hours  each,  on  this  day,  at  11,  3,  and  7  o'clock  re- 
spectively. This  may  seem  exceedingly  short ;  but  as  there  were 
no  reports,  no  organization,  no  committees,  no  resolutions,  and  as 
everything  that  was  said  was  marked  by  good  sense  and  a  practical 
acquaintance  with  the  subject,  there  was  no  time  lost,  and  a  great 
deal  was  done. 

The  forenoon  discussion,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Tawse, 
on  the  difficulties  and  discouragements  of  the  Association  work,  was 
an  exceedingly  interesting  one,  introduced  by  a  fine  paper  by  Mr. 
Chalmers  of  Greenock.  The  difficulties  were  just  what  we  know, 
and  proved  to  be  almost  entirely  of  the  class  which  originates  in  the 
unfaithfulness  of  members,  or  in  the  ooldness  of  other  Christians. 
One  delegate  spoke  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  money,  but  that  was 
unanimously  agreed  by  the  rest  to  be  no  part  of  their  experience. 
Some  had  no  subscriptions,  but  voluntary  contributions.  The  Stir- 
ling Association  required  a  shilling  of  its  members,  but  all  had 
enough.  True,  their  wants  are  generally  small ;  but  were  they  larger, 
they  feel  that  they  would  only  need  to  manifest  faithfulness  on 
their  own  part  to  get  easily  all  they  needed.  One  gentleman  from 
Arbroath,  after  the  word  discouragement  had  been  more  than  onoo 
mentioned,  rose  to  say  that  word  was  not  in  his  vocabulary ;  he  had 
labored  alone,  and  had  held  meeting*  atone,  but  never  allowed  him- 
self to  be  disoouraged.  At  the  close,  Mr.  Tawse,  a  gentleman  of  an 
eminently  judioial  turn  of  mind,  summed  up  the  views  brought 
forward.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  knew  nothing 
of  discouragement.  Discouragements  were  among  our  most  blessed 
experiences,  for  they  brought  us  nearer  to  the  footstool  of  Christ 
than  almost  anything  else. 

In  the  afternoon  we  took  up  Bible  Classes,  Colonel  Gartshora 
in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  C.  Smith  of  Aberdeen  reading  the  essay. 
It  turned  out,  however,  that  very  few  present  were  personally 
acquainted  with  the  work  of  Association  Bible  Classes,  and  the 
discussion  dragged.  The  evening  discussion  was  introduoed  by 
Mr.  John  Tellowlees,  the  acting  President  of  the  Stirling  Asso- 
ciation, and  our  ever-busy  and  ever-kind  entertainer.  His  paper 
was  on  the  proper  sphere  of  the  Association,  and  was  full  of 
thought  and  quite  liberal.  I  think  when  it  appears  in  print  yon 
will  think  it  worth  reproducing.  It  woke  up  a  very  interesting 
discussion  on  what  should  be  the  basis  of  membership,'  and  what 
forms  of  amusement,  if  any,  it  was  desirable  to  associate  with  the 
work.  I  was  surprised  at  the  temperateness  of  the  views  expressed. 
There  was  no  distinct  expression  on  the  first  question,  there  being  a 
few  Associations  which  had  no  distinction  between  members  and 
associates.  Such  Associations,  however,  thought  it  wise  to  limit 
themselves  to  strictly  religious  work.  Others  maintaining  this 
distinction  clearly  had  more  or  less  of  amusements  associated  with 
their  work.  It  seemed  to  be  generally  agreed  that  the  matter  of 
amusements  could  only  be  settled  by  the  circumstances  of  the  indi- 
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vidual  Associations.  Mr.  Tawso,  as  usual,  summed  up  these  views, 
and  was  as  decided  as  the  merabors  of  the  New  York  Central  Com- 
mittee oould  have  been  as  to  the  importance  of  making  young  men 
the  object  of  our  efforts. 

Next  morning  was  another  breakfast,  ex-Provost  Murrio  in  the 
chair,  and  after  that  an  excursion  to  Keir,  the  splendid  residence  of 
a  neighboring  gentleman,  and  Dumblane,  with  its  old  cathedral.  In 
the  evening  was  a  soirje,  as  they  call  it.  The  Town  Hall  was 
pretty  well  filled,  each  person  carrying  in  with  him  or  her  a  par- 
cel of  cakes  received  at  the  door.  There  were  four  speakers — Rev. 
Mr.  Arnot  of  Edinburgh,  Sheriff  Barclay  of  Perth,  Mr.  Tawse, 
and  a  neighboring  clergyman.  I  need  only  refer  to  the  words  of 
Mr.  Arnot,  who  had  just  come  in  on  his  way  from  Perth  to  Edin- 
burgh. He  has  not  long  returned  from  America,  and  spoke  of  the 
United  States  in  the  most  loving  way,  and  of  the  Associations  there 
in  terms  of  the  strongest  admiration.  He  spoke  of  the  great  pollu- 
ted river  of  emigration  which  was  pouring  into  the  bosom  of  the  great 
American  ocean,  there  to  be  absorbed  and  purified,  and  he  besought 
all  his  fellow-countrymen  to  love  and  esteem  a  nation  so  nearly  re- 
lated and  having  so  grand  a  history  and  so  grand  a  destiny.  So 
ended  a  Conf orenoe  full  of  promise  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Lord's 
work  in  Scotland. 

One  faot  which  I  noticed  with  special  pleasure,  was  the  continued 
interest  taken  in  all  its  proceedings  by  the  distinguished  gentlemen 
who  acted  as  chairmen  at  the  various  meetings.  In  the  absence  of 
the  general  Christian  community,  the  constant  presence  of  these 
fathers  was  very  encouraging.  Rev.  Dr.  Beith  and  Rev.  Pro!  Bur- 
ney  should  also  be  mentioned.  I  must  also  mention  the  curious 
mistake  made  by  somebody  in  having  this  Conference  appointed  for 
the  precise  time  of  the  meetings  of  a  "Christian  Conference"  in 
Perth ;  the  exclusion  from  which  I  deeply  felt,  as  many  of  the  best 
men  in  Britain  were  there,  and  the  Lord  was  manifestly  there  also. 


OUR  DUTY  AS  ASSOCIATED  CHRISTIAN  YOUNG!  MEN, 
TO  UNCONVERTED  YOUNG  MEN. 

VEBRANU8  MOB8E. 

IT  is  the  duty  of  all  Christians  everywhere  to  labor  for  the  sal- 
vation of  sinners.  But  when  a  company  of  Christians  band  them- 
selves together,  and  select  a  certain  work  and  pledge  themselves  to 
do  it,  they  are  under  increased  obligations  to  do  the  work  selected, 
for,  in  a  measure,  they  warn  off  other  Christians.  They  say  to 
them,  "  You  labor  somewhere  else ;  we  will  cultivate  this  field." 

This  is  the  position  we  have  assumed  toward  the  unconverted 
young  men  of  our  towns  and  cities.  We  have  volunteered  and 
pledged  ourselves  to  look  after  their  spiritual  interests,  and  now  we 
are  under  a  twofold  obligation  to  do  it.  It  is  our  duty  as  Chris- 
tians, whether  associated  or  individual,  and  we  have  advertised  our 
intention  to  do  it,  and  thus  have  turned  away  others  from  attempt- 
ing it ;  so  if  we  neglect  them  after  this,  we  leave  them  in  a  worse 
condition  than  before.  It  certainly  is  our  duty  then,  as  associated 
Christians,  to  labor  for  the  conversion  of  young  men  with  redoubled 
diligenoe.  But  there  is  much  to  be  done  by  us  for  young  men  be- 
sides direct  efforts  for  their  conversion.  As  associated  Christian 
young  men  we  are  pledged  to  labor  for  their  moral,  mental,  and  so- 
cial improvement,  and  success  in  this  undertaking  would  be  no 
small  achievement,  even  if  we  had  no  active  opposition  to  contend 
with.  Immorality,  ignoranoe,  and  degradation  are  dead  weights 
which  are  not  easily  lifted.  But  we  are  obliged  to  meet  these,  not 
in  a  state  of  rest,  but  forced  downward  not  merely  by  their  own 
natural  momentum,  which  is  not  small,  but  with  all  the  power 
which  bad  men  and  abandoned  women  can  bring  to  bear  upon  them. 

The  vile  and  dissolute  are  spurred  on  in  their  devil-like  efforts  to 
ruin  young  men,  not  only  by  the  pleasure  they  find  in  bringing 
others  down  to  their  own  base  level,  but  by  the  gain  they  derive 
from  the  practices  of  the  dissipated.  If  they  can  turn  a  young  man 
aside  from  the  path  of  virtue  and  sobriety,  they  are  almost  sure  of 
all  the  money  he  may  inherit,  and  all  he  can  earn,  beg,  borrow,  or 
steal,  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  beyond  what  he  must  use  for 
bare  subsistence. 


The  road  to  the  drinking  saloon  sends  out  branches  to  the  house 
of  the  gambler  and  defaulter,  the  dwelling  places  of  licentiousness, 
and  the  habitation  of  all  kindred  crimes  and  vices. 

While  this  road  is  kept  open  by  statute,  and  the  down  grade  is  so 
nearly  imperceptible  at  first,  constant  care  is  needed  on  our  part  to 
counteract  the  innuenoe  of  Satan's  emissaries,  who  are  ever  meeting 
young  men  in  honest  garb,  and  with  friendly  greetings,  nattering 
words,  and  entioing  invitations. 

As  individuals  we  can  warn  young  men  of  danger,  but  those  who 
are  away  from  home  and  have  nowhere  to  spend  their  evenings  in 
pleasant  and  safe  companionship,  are  so  beset  with  temptation  that 
they  need  not  only  to  be  warned,  but  to  be  surrounded  with  moral 
and  religious  associates,  and  taught  to  find  diversion  during  their 
spare  hours  in  study  and  employment  that  tend  to  elevate  the 
thoughts  and  improve  the  mind ;  and  they  need  to  be  reminded  again 
and  again  of  the  moral  debasement  which  intemperance  inflicts  on 
its  victims,  and  the  physical  ruin  which  it  brings  upon  them,  grad- 
ually perhaps,  but  with  all  the  certainty  of  nature's  laws.  And  so 
with  all  kinds  of  dissipation.  Every  law  of  nature  which  a  young 
man  breaks  sinks  him  one  degree  further  from  the  standard  of 
manliness,  of  moral  and  physical  strength  and  beauty  whioh  God 
in  his  providence  bestowed  upon  him. 

To  do  this,  combined  effort  is  needed ;  we  must  build  houses  that 
will  beat  the  public  house,  and  we  must  fill  them  with  entertain- 
ment that  will  improve  young  men  morally,  mentally,  and  physi- 
cally. And  even  this  will  not  be  enough.  When  a  certain  man 
made  a  great  supper,  those  that  were  invited  began  to  make  ex- 
cuses, and  his.  house  was  not  filled  until  his  servants  were  sent  out 
into  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  and  highways  and  hedges  of 
the  country,  to  invite  and  compel  the  hungry  and  starving  to 
oome  in  to  the  feast.  So  we  must  go  out  and  find  young  men,  and 
constrain  them  to  come  in ;  for  though  our  houses  stand  between 
them  and  ruin,  they  will  hardly  come  in  of  their  own  accord. 
Then  we  should  labor  for  the  conversion  and  thorough  grounding 
of  young  men  in  principles  of  justioe  and  virtue,  before  they  fall 
into  evil  habits  which  would  disfigure  and  weaken  their  physical 
forms  for  life,  and  their  moral  characters  for  eternity.  Associations 
are  needed  in  every  town,  to  strive  for  the  conversion  of  young 
men  while  yet  in  their  country  homes.  If  they  go  out  into  the 
wide  world  without  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts  and  with  no 
settled  principles,  when  the  storm  of  temptation  beats  upon  them,  as 
beat  it  will,  they  will  fall.  It  is  all  but  impossible  for  oity  Associa- 
tions to  reach  strangers  before  they  fall  into  temptation  and  often 
into  transgression. 

We  must  not  forget  that  our  duty  as  associated  Christians  re- 
quires us  to  labor  personally  and  earnestly  as  individual  Chris- 
tians. We  must  beware,  when  we  become  members  of  a  church  or 
Christian  Association,  lest  we  get  the  impression  that  we  are  to  be 
merely  passive  wheels  in  a  great  machine,  with  nothing  to  do  but 
be  moved  when  the  pastor  or  directors  turn  the  crank. 

A  WORD  OF  CHEER  FROM  THE  FAR  EAST. 

J.  O.  BARROWS. 

Tra  writer  of  the  following  letter,  was  for  some  years  corres- 
ponding member  for  New  Hampshire,  of  the  General  Executive 
Committee.  Nearly  a  year  ago  he  left  his  native  land  to  enter 
the  foreign  missionary  field.  But  his  interest  in  the  work  at 
home  remains  unabated. 

Writing  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  with  whom  he 
labored  so  long  and  faithfully,  he  encloses  $6.00  as  his  contri- 
bution "  in  aid  of  our  Association  work  "  and  adds  the  follow- 
ing cheering  salutation ; 

Ceasarea,  August,  1870. 
My  dear  Brother. 

It  may  seem  to  you  that  we  hardly  have  any  interest 
in  common,  now  that  I  have  left  the  living  world  in  which  you 
move,  to  live  and  labor  among  these  old  dead  peoples.  I  used 
to  have  a  part  in  such  feelings,  but  I  look  upon  the  work  very 
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differently  now  Here  is  one  of  the  grandest  fields  of  labor  for 
the  Christian  that  the  earth  affords.  Here  too  is  an  opportu- 
nity to  labor  for  young  men.  The  young  men  of  this  empire 
are  beginning  to  wake  up,  and  to  think  they  can  not  live  as 
have  their  fathers,  grand  fathers,  and  great  grand  fathers. 
They  have  been  long  held  in  bondage,  and  now  they  are  begin- 
ning to  say, "  Why  these  chains  ?  "  There  is  a  moving  here.  The 
old  institutions  are  being  shaken  to  their  foundations ;  the  time 
is  hastening  on  when  they  will  fall.  Islamism  itself  forms  no 
exception.  Even  the  Turks,  not  a  few  of  whom  are  infidels,  are 
inquiring,  though  they  may  not  dare  to  say  so.  There  is  soon 
to  be  an  upheaving  of  these  old  masses,  and  a  new  life  of  oMer 
and  beauty  is  yet  to  be  seen  here.  But  let  no  one  suppose  that 
there  is  no  work  to  be  done  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  grand 
result.  We  are  at  the  front  where  the  battle  rages.  There 
is  fierce  opposition  to  the  truth,  Bnd  Satan  yields  not  one  inch 
of  his  old  estate  without  a  struggle.  We  need  help.  The  mis- 
sionaries constitute  only  a  very  weak  picket  guard,  while  there 
should  be  at  least  a  strong  force  of  skirmishers. 

But  our  work  is  all  one.  I  feel  this  truth  now  as  never  before, 
and  as  I  look  back  upon  America,  and  see  its  ever  swelling  tide 
of  eager  human  souls  borne  on  so  swiftly  to  eternity,  I  admit 
that  I  sometimes  feel  a  pang  of  regret  that  I  can  do  nothing 
more  for  their  salvation.    I  regret  that  I  did  not  labor  more 
faithfully  while  I  was  there.  I  now  look  upon  what  I  tried  to 
do  somewhat,  I  suppose,  as  we  shall  all  look  upon  what  we 
have  done  in  this  world  when  we  reach  eternity:    Then,  my 
brother,  let  as  be  faithful ;  I  would  say  to  all  the  Christian 
young  men  in  America,  work,  work  for  Jesus  now.    If  where 
there  are  so  many,  every  one  would  do  tomethiny  every  day  for 
the  Master,  with  His  blessing  how  much  might  be  accom- 
plished!   A  little  leaven  ought  to  leaven  the  whole  lump. 
There  is  but  little  here  and  the  mass  to  be  penetrated  is  very 
great.    It  is  not  so  with  you.    Had  we  here  in  the  city  of  Cea- 
sarea,  a  city  of  some  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  inhabitants,  a 
hundred  working,  praying  Christians,  I  should  expect  to  see 
most  wonderful  results  in  a  very  short  time;  but  how  many 
hundreds  of  Christian  young  men  and  women  are  there  in  New 
York,  or  Boston,  in  Newark,  or  Hartford.    I  believe  that  the 
church  (that  is,  the  great  body  of  Christians),  in  America,  is 
yet  to  do  a  work,  in  comparison  with  which  all   that  has  yet 
been  done,  is  but  the  morning  light  which  precedes  the  full 
blaze  of  noonday.     But  no  battle  is  won,  no  victory  gained, 
without  fighting.    Let  every  Christian  young  man  in  Amer- 
ica put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God.    The  shock  of  battle  is  yet 
to  come.    May  they  be  able  not  only  to  stand,  but  to  advance. 
We  here  are  obliged  to  act  on  the  defensive  and  offensive  at 
the  same  time ;  and  did  we  not  feel  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  blessed  promise,  He  who  went  amid  the  jeering  crowd  to 
Calvary,  is  ever  with  us,  we  should  sometimes  be  discouraged, 
indeed  we  should  utterly  fail;  but  He  U  with  u*.  He  is  with  us 
all,  and  will  be  to  the  end.    I  now  sometimes  look  forward 
with    feelings,  which  I  hardly  dare    indulge,    to    the  time 
when  we,  who  have  labored  in  different  parts  of  the  Lord's 
vineyard,  but  all  within  the  vineyard  whether  here  or  there, 
shall  meet  to  recount  the  dangers,  the  struggles,  the  trials,  the 
victories,  the  joys  of  the  way  over  which  we  are  now  passing. 
There  will  be  rest  for  the  weary ;  here  is  work,  that  work 
which  will  make  the  rest  sweet." 

With  Christian  salutations  so  your  associates, 

I  am  yours  in  the  best  of  bonds, 

J.  O.  Babbows. 

Let  him  who  rejects  the  righteousness  of  Christ  consider  well 
what  ground  he  stands  upon  and  what  he  has  to  trust  to." 


LAYMEN'S  INSTITUTES  OWNED  OF  GOD. 

K.  A.  BCBNEIA. 

At  the  international  Convention  at  Indianapolis  I  was  invtt 
ed  to  conduct  a  Layman's  Institute  at  Toronto  with  the  urgent 
remark  "  We  need  it."  On  the  way  to  Toronto  I  attended  the 
late  Provincial  Convention  at  Ottawa,  deeply  enjoying  the 
profitable  sessions  of  the  brethren.  With  the  Toronto  delegates 
we  then  returned  to  that  beautifnl  Canadian  city.  Arriving 
Saturday  11  A.M.,  Secretary  Wilkie  jumped  with  me  into  a  cab. 
and  for  two  hours  we  rode  up  and  down  calling  on  the  minis- 
ters and  a  few  prominent  laymen  inviting  them  to  a  8  P.  M. 
consultation  for  the  contemplated  Institute.  About  a  dozen 
generous  and  catholic  hearts  selected  topics,  chose  speakers 
and  the  manuscript  was  in  the  printer's  hands  at  5  P.  M.  Proof 
was  read  at  six,  circulars  distributed  in  the  pews  the  next  (Lord's 
day)  morning  before  the  services.  For  five  successive  nights 
we  met  in  the  different  churches.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
discussions  related  to  the  Women's  Christian  Associations.  A 
very  effective  address  was  made  by  tho  President  of  the  St 
John  Women's  Christian  Association.  All  seemed  impressed 
that  with  such  a  leader  an  Association  would  be  a  power  al- 
most anywhere.  "  The  wisdom  that  wins  and  how  shall  it  be 
obtained  "  was  the  theme  for  the  last  night.  The  body  of  a  large 
church  was  well  filled.  During  the  day  two  or  three  leading 
men  had  talked  about  raising  money  for  a  building.  Of  course 
they  had  talked  before,  but  the  feeling  had  begun  to  obtain 
that  now  was  the  time.  The  Lord  moved  upon  a  modest 
brother  to  say,  My  plan  has  been  to  give  $500,  but  I  think  if 
we  can  carry  the  payments  forward  covering  four  years  or  so,  I 
must  call  it  one  thousand.  This  same  modest  brother  also  was 
led  to  feel  that  one  of  the  strong  men  (both  in  heart  and  pock- 
et) who  had  pledged  one  thousand  must  be  asked  for  four 
thousand,  and  like  a  sensible  man  went  to  him  himself  as  well  as 
sent  another.  Faith  was  very  much  strengthened  during  the 
day  and  the  evening  audience  was  good.  The  writer  was  asked 
to  open  the  discussion  and  urged  that  a  part  of  the  wisdom  that 
wins  is  the  provision  of  an  Association  home,  "  a  house  that 
beats  the  public  house."  There  had  been  no  concert  of  action 
during  the  day  and  all  the  addresses  were  not  especially  direct- 
ed towards  the  building.  But  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
fund  had  reached  $7,600  which  was  carried  to  nine  thousand 
a  few  days  later.  All  hearts  were  greatly  gladdened  in  our 
work. 

At  Montreal  the  Institute  meetings  were  held  in  the  Associa- 
tion Rooms  and  were  very  thinly  attended.  The  last  night's 
session  was  thoroughly  notified,  President  Claxton  sending  out 
some  thirty  letters  to  leading  men  to  secure  attendance. 
The  Daily  Witnett  (let  all  thank  God  for  an  earnest  Christian 
editor  of  a  daily  paper  and  pray  that  we  may  have  an  army  of 
such  men,)  did  noble  work.  Mr.  Claxton  not  only  began  the 
subscription  with  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  but  also  with  the 
logic  of  giving,  went  out  asking  others  to  subscribe,  and  long 
shall  I  remember  how  one  merchant  looked  into  Mr.  Claxton's 
face  shaking  his  head  first  at  the  thought  of  giving  twenty- 
five  hundred,  but  about  two  minutes  after  as  Mr.  C.  warmed 
with  his  theme  his  friend  responded  "  J  wiB,"  and  his  eye 
brimmed  with  tears.  Hands  were  shaken  and  they  parted. 
All  was  done  in  a  few  minutes.  Several  young  men  (clerks) 
gave  $100  each,  and  $18,000,  since  increased  to  $17,401  were 
raised. 

"No  physician  ever  weighed  out  the  medicine  to  his  patient 
with  half  somuehexactnefs  and  care,  as  God  weighs  out  to  us 
every  trial :  not  one  grain  too  much  does  he  sver  permit  to  be  put 
in  the  scale."  CBCU* 
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YOUNG  MEN  CLEAN8ING  THEIR  WAT. 

BEV.  JOHN  HAUL,  D.D.,  HEW  YOEK. 

The  "way"  of  a  young  man  is  his  style  of  life.  There  is  the 
fast  man's  "  way ;"  there  is  the  steady  man's  "  way  f  there  is  the 
religious  man's  "  way ; "  All  men  know  there  is  a  difference  be- 
tween "  the  way  "  of  a  consistent  theological  student,  and  the  way 
of  an  actor  or  a  bar-tender.  Now  the  "  way  "  or  path  of  a  young  man 
needs  to  be  kept  pure,  and  he  must  do  It  himself.  No  minister, 
church,  or  Association  can  do  it  for  him,  however  much  aid  they 
may  give  him.  He  must  take  heed  to  it,  so  as  to  keep  it  according 
to  God's  word.  If  it  is  to  be  pure  as  God  requires,  he  most  "take 
heed "  to  himself.  Passions  most  be  held  in  check,  temptations 
must  be  shunned.  There  is  no  hope  but  through  his  own  constant 
vigilance. 

"  But,"  says  a  frank  and  honest  minded  man,  "I  don't  want  my 
life  to  be  thus  pure  according  to  God's  word.  I  really  do  not — for 
the  present.  I  cannot  be  happy ;  I  cannot  even  conceive  myself 
as  being  happy,  if  quite  cut  off  from  what  this  word,  1  know,  con" 
demns.    I  cannot  give  up  all  my  pleasures."    ~ 

Now,  young  man,  will  you  bear  to  be  plainly  spoken  to  about 
this?  Were  yon  to  give  up  all  yon  count  wrong— every  morsel  and 
fragment  of  it,  and  do  no  more,  it  it  certain  you  would  be  lost.  Possi- 
bly the  very  conquest  you  had  made  would  help  you  to  security, 
and  blind  you  to  the  need  of  the  real  salvation.  If  you  think  the 
Ooepel  call  is,  simply  a  call  to  you  to  give  up  your  sinful  pleasures, 
you  will  stay  where  you  are,  and  for  saving  purposes  you  may  just 
as  well  stay  where  you  are. 

Indeed  you  are  certain  to  stay  where  you  are,  if  religion  seems 
to  you  simply  giving  vp.  For  these  pleasures  on  your  own  show- 
ing, are  your  all.  Ton  are  unable  to  think  how  you  could  be  happy 
if  you  had  not  them.  They  are  to  you  now  what  God  is  to  a  Chris- 
tian. It  may  seem  to  you  a  hard  way  of  putting  it,  but  it  is  the 
simple  truth — and  where  is  the  use  of  flattering  lies  to  you  about 
your  soul  t— that  you  are  trying  to  make  them  your  God. 

But  reflect  a  moment,  and  you  will  see  that  the  gospel  call  comes 
to  you  not  as  a  reformed  man,  not  as  a  religious  young  man  that 
I'M  broken  away  from  the  world,  but  to  you  as  a  sinner,  as  a  world- 
ling, as  a  man  tempted  and  yielding  to  the  temptation,  and  think. 
ing— so  mad  is  he— that  his  life  would  not  be  worth  having  if  he 
had  not  these  joys.  To  such  God  calls.  To  you  young  man ! 
Jesus  Christ  offers  himself  with  all  that  is  tied  up  with  him  in  the 
covenant,  such  as  forgiveness  and  eternal  life.  Ton  are  to  take 
him  with  all  this  wealth  of  blessing  and  be  Hi* ;  then  from  the  new 
ground  you  eland  on,  you  are  to  survey  your  path  and  make  your 
election  what  you  shall  be  and  do.  The  decision  will  be  less  diffi- 
cult than  you  now  think  it,  when  you  look  at  theatres,  saloons,  the 
indecent  dance,  and  the  gambling  room,  from  the  new  standpoint 
of  a  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  and  a  child  of  God. 

This  change  comes  in  two  ways.  (1.)  In  accepting  Christ  (sup- 
posing you  to  do  this)  you  are  somehow  (we  will  not  now  stay  to 
define)  made  a  new  man.  Tou  see  things  now  with  other  eyes,  and 
with  other  lights ;  and  yon  feel  as  you  did  not  before.  Tou  obtain 
moreover  a  new  strength.  And  (2)  you  have  now  a  different  set  of 
joys  made  conceivable,  and  in  some  degree  real  to  you.  Tou  can 
at  least  fancy  now  that  a  man  may  be— that  you  might  be  very 
happy  as  a  servant  of  God.  The  little  grace  you  have  gives  you 
some  joy,  you  can  at  least  comprehend  how  "abundance  of  grace  " 
might  fill  you  with  "  abundance  of  peace."  Tour  own  judgment 
will  show  you  in  how  different  a  condition  a  man  is  for  cleansing 
his  way  after  accepting  Christ,  from  that  he  has  occupied  before. 

Now,  dear  friend.  Christ's  invitation  to  you  is  to  receive  Himself. 
Take  Mm  first  and  then  any  thing  dee  you  can  take  at  one  of  Hi*. 

There  is  a  beech  that  retains  its  leaves— dry  and  withered  indeed, 
hut  still  leaves— through  the  winter.  Tou  may  see  the  snow  lie 
on  them.  Tou  may  hear  their  rustling  in  the  wind.  But  in  the 
spring  the  life  in  the  tree  sends  out  buds  for  new  leaves,  and  the 
tree  throws  off  the  old  through  the  life  that  is  in  it,  and  so  a  Chris 
two  life  within,  planted  and  maintained  there  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 


without  a  wrench,  and  one  might  say, as  a  matter  of  course,  lets  the 
old  things  drop  off,  and  all  things  become  new 

And  that  life  within  distinguishes  a  true  Christian  from  a  mere 
professor.  Tou  can  gild  a  piece  of  pine,  but  a  little  violence  or 
wear  will  abrade  the  gilding  and  show  the  pine.  But  if  you  polish 
a  piece  of  hard  wood,  oak,  or  ebony,  though  it  be  cut  and  hacked, 
it  is  hard  wood  all  through.  Well,  there  are  gilded  professors  glit- 
tering all  over  with  the  "  forms  of  godliness  "  but  they  do  not  wear. 
They  get  off  their  guard.  Sudden  temptations  show  the  poor  ma- 
terials they  are  made  of.  Real  Christians,  on  the  other  hand,  vio- 
lently tempted  and  even  overcome,  have  the  new  and  true  nature. 
There  is  an  essential  difference  between  the  sorrow  of  Peter  and 
that  of  Judas. 

Think  now,  dear  friend,  how  you  stand  in  your  resolute  disregard 
of  Christ.  He  comes  to  you,  not  as  youAre  led  to  believe,  to  snatch 
the  joys  of  life  from  you,  but  to  offer  you  Himself  and  all  he  has 
purchased  freely  ;  and  you  reject  His  offer.  Tou  cannot  plead  that 
it  was  hampered  with  unreasonable  conditions.  Tou  cannot  de- 
fend your  position.  Tou  are  without  excuse.  All  Christian  men 
tell  you  there  is  true  happiness  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth  and  they  in- 
vite you  to  "  come  and  see."  But  you  will  not.  A  true  instinct 
tells  you  that  acceptance  of  Christ  will  surely  render  your  present 
life  impossible,  and  judging  with  your  old  nature  and  in  the  dark, 
you  conclude  you  could  not  enjoy  anything  but  your  present  life, 
and  so  you  reject  Christ.  It  would  be  to  His  honor  that  you  be- 
lieved Him.    It  would  put  you  among  the  sons  of  God.    (John  10 : 

.)  All  this  Christ  would  give  you  if  you  would  only  accept  Him. 
But  you  will  not  I 

Oh  1  young  man,  if  there  be  any  Christian  that  lovea  you  he  may 
appeal  to  you  as  Jeremiah  does,  "Give  glory  to  the  Lord  your  God, 
before  he  cause  darkness,  and  before  your  feet  stumble  on  the  dark 
mountains,  and  while  ye  look  for  light,  he  turn  it  unto  the  shadow 
of  death  and  make  it  gross  darkness.  But  if  ye  will  not  hear  it 
my  soul  shall  weep  in  secret  places  for  your  pride."  For  if  you 
search  your  Bible  you  will  find  in  it,  that  such  "  pride  goeth  before 

destruction."  

CHRIST  IN  TIME  OF  NEED. 

Christ  is  to  be  sought,  not  after  but  before  we  have  overcome 
our  sins.  We  need  to  go  to  Jesus  as  victors,  as  we  shall,  some  day, 
if  we  are  faithful ;  but  ah  I  He  will  not  be  so  necessary  to  me  when 
I  shall  have  passed  through  death,  as  He  is  to  day,  and  to-morrow, 
and  every  day,  until  I  die.  It  is  now  that  I  need  him.  My  times  of 
need  are  in  my  conflicts  here.  It  is  in  this  mortal  thrall,  it  is  in 
the  breaking  of  the  bands  which  are  tougher  than  my  strength, 
it  is  in  the  temptations  that  lurk  about  me  on  every  side,  that  I  need 
help.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  my  strifes  and  struggles  that  I  need  a 
Saviour,  And  it  is  in  your  times  of  need  that  you  should  go  to 
Christ ;  when  you  know  that  you  are  getting  no  better,  but 
worse.  Jesus  is  your  soul's  Physician,  and  Teacher,  and  suc- 
coring friend.  And  He  has  said,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  for- 
sake thee."— Jewry  Ward  Beecker. 

INTERCESSORY 
If  tears  of  mine  could  wash  his  sins  away. 

The  bitter  rain 
Would  fall  all  night,  as  thus  I  kneel  to  pray 

In  doubt  and  pain. 
But,  oh  my  Saviour  1  let  Thy  blood  avail 

To  purge  his  Btain, 
Thy  dear  heart's  precious  blood  1  it  cannot  fail 

Though  tears  be  vain. 
If  I  his  wayward  hand  in  mine  could  have 

And  lead  to  heaven, 
Or  with  my  out-poured  love — or  life — could  save, 

Glad  were  it  given. 
Nay,  Lord,  save  Thou !  O  Saviour,  lay  Thy  hand 

Upon  his  heart, 
And  guide  him  so  I  his  heart  can  ne'er  withstand 

The  love  Thou  art.  m  B  a. 
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LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 
By  Mrs.  E.  Prentiss. 

Author  0/  ••  tret,  Maria  and  Me,"  "  Stepping  Bemettttardf  etc.,  etc 

Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  In  the  Tear  W!D.  by  the  Ex.  Cow.  of  the 

T.  M.  C.  Association!  of  the  U.  8.  and  British  Provinces,  in  the  Clerk's 

Office  of  the  District  Conrt  of  the  Southern  District  of  New  York. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

Meanwhile  Tom  finding  his  mother  tired  and  indisposed  to  talk, 
had  stepped  in  for  a  minute,  as  he  thought,  to  speak  with  Maggie. 

"  How  cosy  you  look  here,"  he  said,  welcomed  by  a  bright  fire 
and  a  glad  lace.  "  After  all  it  people  only  thought  so,  they  could 
get  along  with  far  less  than  they  do.   Where  is  Horace  ? 

"  He  has  gone  to  see  Annie.  I  thought'he  could  say  something 
to  comfort  her.    But  there  is  little  one  can  do  for  friends  in  trouble." 

"  I  don't  know  about  that.  I  do  not  believe  you  realize  what  a 
comfort  your  sympathy  has  been  to  us.  You  have  been  like  an 
own  brother  and  sister." 

"  That's  just  what  we  want  to  be  to  everybody  who  needs  us." 

"It  is  a  little  peculiar,  isn't  it?  Most  young  folks  get  out  of 
the  way  of  long  faces,  if  they  can. 

"But  your's  hasn't  been  long." 

"  Hasn't  it  t  Maggie,  I'll  tell  you  what  I've  been  thinking.  1 
want  to  turn  over  a  new  leaf,  and  live  as  you  and  Horace  do." 

"  Really  ?"  cried  Maggie,  joyfully.    "  Have  you  told  Annie  V 

"  Not  exactly.  You  see  it  is  not  so  easy  to  break  up  old  habits. 
Not  that  I've  been  doing  anything  so  very  bad.  But  still  1  know 
there's  a  vast  difference  Detween  being  moral  and  being  religious. 

"  What  shall  I  say  to  him  t"  was  Maggie's  silent  prayer  before 
she  replied. 

"  If  the  loss  of  your  fortune  gains  Christ  for  you,  it  will  be  a  beau- 
tiful loss." 

There  was  a  pause  and  then  she  said :  "  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a 
rich  man's  going  around  to  this  and  that  friend,  begging  him  to 
spend  his  life  in  trying  to  become  rich,  hardly  taking  time  to  count 
over  his  own  gains  in  his  eagerness  for  the  welfare  of  others  t" 

"  Why,  no,  I  never  did." 

"  But  those  who  know  the  most  about  the  riches  Christ  gives, 
can  hardly  keep  their  hands  off  those  they  meet,  they  are  so  much 
in  earnest  about  seeing  His  heirs  enter  into  possession." 

"Do you  feel  sot" 

"Yes,  I  do." 

"Towards  me  f* 

"  Yes,  Tom,  towards  you,"  she  said,  her  eyes  filling  with  tears. 

His  eyes  filled  too. 

"  I  knew  somebody  was  after  me,"  he  said,  with  increased  embar- 
assment,  "  but  I  thought  it  was  only  my  mother." 

"  It  was  your  mother  and  my  mother  and  father,  and  Aunt  Jane 
and  Horace,  and  maybe  your  little  sister  Maggie. 

"  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  stand  out  agaiust  such  prayers.  I'm  as 
ignorant  as  a  heathen,  and  somebody  will  have  a  hard  time  pulling 
me  along.  But  if  you  and  Horace  will  help  me,  I'll  promise  to  begin." 

"  To  begin  what,  dear  Tom  V" 

"  To  be  good." 

"  But  you  can't  be  good  and  we  can't  help  you  to  be.  All  you've 
got  to  do  you  can  do  now,  sitting  on  that  chair." 

"And  what  is  that r 

"  Give  yourself  to  Christ.  Then  ask  Him  to  give  you  repentance 
and  faith  and  everything  else  you  need." 

"  But  I  thought  it  took  a  long  time,  and  that  people  had  to  read  and 
pray,  and  get  wretched,  and  then  at  last  they  would  feel  their  sins 
roll  off  their  backs  in  a  great  bundle,  and  go  on  ever  after,  relieved." 

"  But  that  is  not  true.  The  first  thing  is  to  believe  in  Christ  and 
give  yourself  to  Him,  sins  and  all.'  I  dare  say  that  you  will  want 
to  shut  yourself  up  to  thank  God  for  accepting  your  gift,  and  to 
read  the  Bible  and  to  pray ;  but  as  to  the  wretchedness,  I  do  not 
see  where  there  is  any  room  for  that  to  come  in.  Oh,  Tom,  it  is 
such  a  blessed  thing  to  love  Christ  and  to  belong  to  him. 

"  I've  been  thinking  so  ever  since  we  came  home  and  got  well 
acquainted  with  you  and  Horace.  But  we  lived  in  a  good  deal  of 
a  whirl,  and  I  never  talked  to  any  one  as  I  have  to  you ;  I  don't 
know  how  it  has  happened.    And  as  for  Annie — " 

"  Annie  will  come  out  all  right,"  said  Maggie.  "  She  has  had  her 
head  turned  for  a  time,  but  she  1m  not  the  only  person  to  whom  that 
has  happened.  If  you  take  her  to  your  mother's  she  will  come  at 
once  under  her  influence,  or  if  you  have  a  little  home  of  your  own, 
gay  friends  will  soon  drop  you,  and  you  can  live  as  you  please." 

"  Annie  does  not  like  my  mother.  I  never  could  see  why.  She 
is  a  dear  good  mother,  and  loves  Annie  like  an  own  daughter." 

"  Annie  is  very  independent,  and  she  is  afraid  of  not  having  full 
liberty  if  she  lives  with  your  mother.  But  you  will  see  that  she 
will  become  another  creature  sooner  or  later.  I  have  known  her 
longer  than  you,  and  I  know  what  she  was  before  you  began  to 
flatter  and  to  spoil  her,  and  to  give  her  every  thing  she  wanted. 
You  have  never  seen  her  best  side." 

"  Maggn  1"  he  asked,  abruptly,  "  doesn't  it  say  in  the  Bible  that 
you  must  repent  and  believe  1    But  you  say  believe  and  repent. 


Now  I  do  believe,  I  am  sure  I  do ;  but  when  I  try  to  realize  that  I 
am  a  great  sinner,  I  can't,  and  am  as  hard  and  cold  as  a  stone." 

"  T  don't  think  the  Bible  lays  down  laws  about  the  order  in  which 
God  shall  grant  us  His  gifts.  To  one  He  gives  repentance  first,  and 
faith  and  love  afterward.  To  another  faith  and  love  and  they  lead 
to  repentance.  The  more  we  love  him  the  more  we  see  how  sinful 
sin  is,  and  the  more  sorry  we  are  to  have  been  guilty  of  it." 

"  Do  you  think,  then,  that  I  am  perhaps  one  who  loves  God,  and 
may  get  repentance  for  the  asking  V 

"  Yes,  I  do.  One  man  enters  the  kingdom  with  an  intelligent 
sense  of  past  wrong-doing,  and  He  who  came  to  save  from  sin  be- 
comes the  door  to  it.  Another  enters  unconscious  to  a  degree  of 
his  unworthiness,  and  is  drawn  by  cords  of  love,  and  He  who  loves 
those  who  love  Him  becomes  his  door.  I  know  more  about  these 
diversities  by  hearing  my  father  speak  of  them,  than  I  could  do  from 
my  own  observation,  and  he  always  says  to  those  who  seek  the 
way  of  life  through  Christ, '  Come  in,  thou  blessed  of  the  Lord,' 
whether  they  come  weeping  or  smiling.  Once  in  His  kingdom  He 
will  rectify  their  mistakes,  give  courage  to  the  timid,  strength  to 
the  weak,  wisdom  to  the  ignorant,  and  penitance  and  love  and  faith 
to  all.  You  will  fancy  it  presuming  in  me  to  take  this  ground, 
but  if  I  had  taken  it  years  ago  it  would  have  saved  me  much  need- 
less pain.  I  thought  I  must  force  myself  to  dreadful  agonies  of  re- 
pentance. At  last  it  came  to  me  that  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  believe, 
and  that  Christ  would  give  me  all  else  that  I  needed.  And  I've 
been  a  great  beggar  ever  since." 

"  And  would  you  have  me  do  that  V 

"  I  would  have  you  go  home  to-night  and  say  to  Annie, '  God 
has  (riven  me  a  little  faith,  enough  to  make  me  want  to  tell  you  of 
it,  and  I  am  going  to  pray  to  Him  day  and  night  till  He  gives  me 
all  He  has  to  give.' " 

"  But  suppose  when  I  get  up  to-morrow  morning  I  feel  that  no 
great  change  has  taken  place  in  me  ?" 

"  I  will  not  suppose  any  such  thing.  If  you  get  far  enough  to 
say  that  to  Annie,  you'll  get  farther." 

"  I'll  say  it,"  he  returned.  "  And  if  it  ends  in  my  becoming  a 
Christian  man,  that  will  be  your  doing,  Maggie.  I've  tried  to  be  one 
again  and  again,  but  always  wound  up  at  the  want  of  feeling  right." 

He  went  away  and  said  the  lesson  Maggie  had  taught  him,  like  a 
simple-hearted,  obedient  boy  ;  and  added,  "Are  you  glad,  darling  f 

"Yes,"  she  said,  ready  to  choke,  "  1  am." 

"  It  will  be  just  like  his  love  to  his  mother,"  she  said  to  herself 
long  after  he  had  fallen  asleep.  "  It  will  not  make  any  difference 
how  I  think  and  feel ;  he  will  do  whatever  he  fancies  right.  And 
if  he  starts  under  Horace  and  Maggie,  I  may  as  well  say  good-bye 
to  this  world  at  once.  And  I  do  not  believe  in  that.  It  was  made  for 
us  to  live  in  and  to  enjoy.  Good  people  do  enjoy  it,  and  expect  to 
go  to  heaven  just  the  same.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  go  to  the  theatre  reg- 
ularly, and  they  belong  to  the  church.  Mrs.  Bridges  goes  to  balls, 
and  dances  round  dances.but  she  is  good,  and  gives  away  loads  ot 
money  to  the  poor.  And  there's  Henrietta  Page  1  She  is  strict  about 
going  to  the  prayer  meeting,  and  reads  her  Bible  and  has  a  class  in 
the  mission  school.  But  she  indulges  in  all  the  public  entertain- 
ments, and  dresses  like  a  princess ;  but  she  expects  to  go  to  heaven 
for  all  that." 

"  Will  she  enjoy  heaven  V  whispered  a  voice  that  seemed  t<>  be 
a  re-echo  of  that  of  Horace. 

"  I  suppose  so.  I  suppose  we  all  shall.  I  never  did  bel'<-  vc  < '  ;U 
some  few  saints  had  a  right  to  lay  down  laws  for  evp:v!  .:_••  l-  se. 
If  they  like  to  sing  Psalms  and  go  to  meeting  better  thu  a  uuy  thing 
else,  why  let  them  ;  who  cares  ?  But  why  should  they  force  their  lik- 
ings on  to  us  young  folks  ?  1  want  to  go  to  heaven,  but  I  want  to 
enjoy  myself  while  I'm  here,  and  what  is  more,  I  will.  Of  course  I 
am  a  Christian ;  if  not  father  would  not  have  let  me  join  the  church  ; 
and  of  course  I  want  to  be  good,  and  mean  to  be ;  but  to  wear  a 
long  face  and  look  solemn — what  did  you  say  ?  Does  Maggie  t 
Why,  no.  I  can't  say  she  does,  but  most  of  her  set  do.  Or  at  least  I 
should  think  they  would,  for  they  never  do  anything  but  visit  the 
poor  and  the  sick,  and  go  to  meeting  and  all  that.  Iwonderif  I  had 
given  more  to  the  poor  whether  God  would  have  taken  away  all  our 
money  so?  Now  just  hear  Tom  !  He  is  breathing  away  just  as 
peacefully  as  a  little  baby,  and  yet  he  has  lost  such  a  fortune  1  He 
little  knows  what  is  before  him,  poor  fellow." 

Thus  musing  Annie  grew  feverish  and  sleepless.  Everything 
looked  gloomy  and  hopeless  as  she  lay  there  alone  in  the  darkness. 
Worst  of  all  an  uneasy  conscience  kept  her  close  company.  She 
knew  perfectly  well  that  she  had  not  lived  up  to  the  vows  she  had 
made  to  God,  and  that  she  had  taken  for  her  standard  not  those 
who  loved  and  served  Him  best,  but  those  who  gave  him  niggard- 
ly gifts  from  selfish  worldly  hearts.  But  there  is  really  but  one 
true  standard,  and  that  is  not  the  life  and  doctrines  of  any  man  or 
woman  on  earth.  The  Bible  is  our  only  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 
If  that  tells  us  that  our  chief  end  on  earth  is  to  make  ourselves  com- 
fortable, why  we  need  have  no  misgivings  in  doing  so.  But  if,  00 
thecontrary.it  utters  such  words  as  these,  "  She  that  liveth  in- 
pleasure  is  dead  while  she  liveth,"  and  calls  for  self-denial,  and 
promises  tribulation,  it  follows  that  we  have  something  to  do  in 
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this  world  beyond  mere  pastime  and  amusement.  Do  these  words 
sound  like  words  of  gloom  t  Ah,  then  let  us  read  on  and  hear  its 
songs  of  joy  and  its  hymns  of  praise ;  what  it  promises  to  give  and 
what  it  has  given.  Those  wuo  ac  use  the  saints  of  being  too  saint- 
ly forget  that  not  even  the  saints  originated  God's  word,  but  that 
*  holv  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost." 

"  What  are  you  doing,  Tom  t  "  asked   Annie  when  she  awoke. 

"I  am  reading,"  he  said,  coming  forward  with  a  book  in  his 
land. 

"  That's  something  new,"  she  said. 
Tes,  everything  is  new.    Just  hear  this :  I  think  it  is  beauti- 
VL   "  In  the  world  you  shall  have  tribulation,  but  fear  not,  1  have 
overcome  the  world."  I  suppose  I  have  read  that  before,  but  it  has 
come  to  me  thin  morning  as  something  strange." 

"  Tom,  do  you  feel  well  ?  "  asked  Annie,  abruptly. 

"  Perfectly  well ;  why  not  t " 

"  I  did'nt  know  but  you  were  going  to  die,  you're  getting  good 
so  fast." 

"Good  t  Oh  Annie,  I  wish  I  werel  But  I  begin  to  think  that  I 
have  done  nothing  all  my  life  but  do  everything  I  ought  not.  Did 
you  ever  feel  so  T    he  asked,  with  great  simplicity." 

"  1  am  not  a  doctor  of  divinity,"  said  Annie,  wearily.  "  Don't 
you  see  that  I  have  the  headache,  and  do  not  feel  like  talking  1 " 

Tom  was  instantly  all  concern  and  tenderness,  and  Annie's 
undefined,  jealous  fear  that  she  was  losing  him,  gave  way  before 
the  pleasant  sense  of  possession. 

"  I  am  such  a  bad  old  girl,"  she  said,  at  last,  "  that  I  was  afraid 

?jor  getting  good  would  make  you  care  leas  for  me.  And  indeed 
am,  that  would'nt  be  fair,  for  I  ve  been  the  making  of  you.  You 
always  were  good  natured  and  kind  ;  but  you  was'nt  a  bit  bright, 
and  I  took  you  and  woke  you  np.    Everybody  says  so." 

"  I  know  it,  darling.  And  then  Maggie  woke  me  up  again ;  or 
rather  Horace  and  Maggie  did,  between  them." 

Annie  had  always  telt  herself  to  be  greatly  Tom's  superior,  but 
when,  after  she  had  risen  and  breakfasted,  he  said  to  her : 

"  If  you  won't  criticize  your  poor  old  husband,  well  read  a  chap- 
ter and  pray  together  before  I  go  down  town,"  she  was  perfectly 
overawed,  She  had  not  aroused  that  simple,  but  sluggish  nature 
to  do  this,  not  she  I  God's  Spirit  alone  could  have  emboldened  him, 
whom  she  had  led  about  as  her  great  plaything,  to  take  the  digni- 
fied position  to  which  she  should  long  since  have  pointed  him. 
And  when  she  heard  him  pray,  him — her  Tom,  her  pride  broke 
down,  and  she  burst  into  bitter,  passionate  tears. 

Nothing  could  be  gained  by  a  description  of  the  weeks  that  fol- 
lowed. Tom  had  come  into  God's  kingdom  like  a  simple,  single 
hearted  child.  But  herreturn  to  Him  after  careless,  thoughtless, 
prayerless  living,  was  painful  and  wearisome.  Many  a  tune  she 
would  have  faltered  but  for  the  Christian  friends  who  rallied  around 
her  with  their  prayers,  their  sweet  counsels  and  their  faith. 

"  Oh  Tom,  how  good  God  was  when  he  took  away  my  great 
snare  1 "  she  said,  at  last,  when  the  conflict  was  over,  and  peace  had 
come  in  like  a  flood.  "  I  was  not  fit  for  prosperity,  and  He 
knew  it.  He  humbled  my  pride,  and  made  you  my  teacher!  I 
could  not  have  believed  I  should  ever  sit  at  your  feet ;  but  I  do ; 
you  know  more  than  I  do,  and  I  hope  you  always  will  I " 

Poor  Tom  I  He  was  six  feet  high,  and  well  built,  but  when  she 
talked  so  he  felt  that  he  could  creep  into  a  nut  shell. 

They  had  loft  the  hotel  and  its  very  dangerous  temptations,  and 
at  Annie's  own  request  had  come  to  his  mother's.  For  the  present, 
at  least,  it  was  the  best  thing  they  could  do,  and  to  Tom  it  was  in 
every  way  agreeable.  But  Annie  went  because  she  was  beginning 
to  live  less  in  herself  and  more  in  others,  and  at  first  it  was  very 
irksome  to  her  to  be  dependent  on  one  whom  she  had  recently 
sneered  at  as  "  one  of  your  prayer  meeting-women."  But  Tom 
soon  found  employment  and  it  proved  to  be  pleasant,  after  the  use- 
less life  he  had  led,  and  he  and  Annie  often  discussed  the  question 
of  setting  up  a  little  home  of  their  own.  But  Mrs.  White  always 
had  some  reason  for  deferring  this,  and  so  they  kept  staying  on. 

Horace  lost  no  time,  meanwhile,  in  impressing  into  his  service 
these  two  young  people  whose  cooperation  with  him  in  his  Mi» 
sion  work  was  so  timely.  He  gave  to  Annie,  a  class  composed 
of  its  very  worst  boys.  Her  quaint  bright  words  soon  secured 
their  attention,  they  would  listen  to  her  when  they  would  let  no 
one  else  come  near  them ;  not  even  Maggie.  And  then,  in  imi- 
tation of  Maggie,  she  had  them  to  tea  and  amused  and  interested 
them  in  ingenious,  original  ways  such  as  would  have  entered  no 
other  head  save  hers. 

"  She  is  a  strange,  bright  bird  "  Mrs.  White  confided  to  Aunt 
Jane.  "  I  never  saw  anybody  like  her.  She  flies  into  a  room  on 
wings,  lights  down  where  she  will,  but  always  into  the  right 
place,  sing*  as  she  flies,  and  never  seems  to  have  a  care." 

"  Don't  try  to  turn  her  into  a  little  white  chicken,"  said  Aunt 
Jane.  "  She  is  one  by  herself,  and  must  fly  where  others  walk. 
She  seems  to  me  now,  very  much  as  she  did  when  I  knew  her  as 
a  little  girl,  full  of  sunshine,  running  over  with  the  joy  of  the 
moment,  glad  to  bu  alive.  She  has  vitality  enough  to  make  three 
or  four  enthusiastic  girla." 


"Oh  I  love  her,"  said  Mrs.  White.  "  Only  sometimes  her  odd, 
imprudent  words  and  songs  come  back  and  startle  me." 

"  It  will  not  hurt  you  to  be  startled,"  was  the  cool  reply.  "  Let 
my  bright  bird  alone." 

And  the  bird  did  flit  and  flutter  at  first,  but  after  a  while  found 
her  right  place,  for  a  bird  of  plumage  just  as  bright  as  her  own, 
flew  from  under  her  wings  and  put  the  whole  household  into  a 
perfect  flood  of  surprise  and  delight. 

Annie  could  not  be  exactly  like  anybody  but  herself,  nor  could 
her  baby ;  but  they  both  created  a  new  fife  in  a  home  that  had 
long  been  too  silent,  and  Mrs.  White's  health  came  back  as  she 
forgot  her  ailments  in  rapturous  contemplation  of  the  little  stranger. 
Of  course  it  was  not  a  common  baby.  Annie  said  it  was'nt,  and 
Tom  said  it  was'nt,  and  Horace,  and  Maggie,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wyman  all  said  the  same.  And  the  baby  accepted  the  situation 
with  dignity.  And  when  they  all  called  her  their  cherub,  their 
rose,  their  bird  of  paradise,  she  smiled  with  the  calm  content  of 
one  who  had  long  since  heard  those  musical  words,  and  learned 
them  all  by  heart. 

But  while  Annie  sang  glad  songs  and  talked  gay  talk  to  her 
baby,  it  was  not  out  of  the  thoughtless  heart  of  past  days.  It  had 
been  stirred  to  its  depths  by  remorse,  by  penitence,  by  suffering 
and  by  joy.  She  had  come  out  of  darkness  into  a  great  light;  a 
light  that  was  to  shine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day,  and 
to  serve  as  a  beacon  for  many  a  tempest  tossed  soul,  that  would 
never  have  otherwise  reached  the  haven  where  it  would  be  at  rest 
Ah,  there  must  be  all  sorts  of  lights  on  the  shores  of  time!  There 
must  be  the  moonlight  radience  that  never  flickers  or  goes  out ; 
the  great  glow  of  the  noon  day  sun,  the  twinkle  of  the  stars,  the 
erratic  shoot  of  the  signal  fire.  They  shall  differ  from  one  another 
in  glory,  but  each  shall  have  its  appointed  work,  and  do  it  well, 
nor  can  one  do  the  work  of  the  other,  or  shine  as  to  itself. 
chapter  xn. 
We  come  now  to  the  autumn  of  1866  :  Horace  and  Maggo  have 
been  bufftttting  the  waves,  and  breathing  the  fragrant  gales  of 
three  years  of  married  life. 

"  How  shall  we  celebrate  our  wedding  day  t "  Maggie  is  asking 
Horace.  "  Shall  we  have  Tom  and  Annie  and  the  baby  to  dinner, 
or  go  to  Aunt  Jane's  ?  " 
"  Has  she  invited  us  1  " 

"Tes.  Here  is  her  dear  little  note.  I  fancy  her  poor  old  hand  is 
growing  a  little  tremulous." 
"  Well  go  there  then.   That  is,  if  you  say  so." 
"But  it  is  Annie's  wedding  day  too,  you  know.  However,  Aunt 
Jane  has  invited  her  of- course." 

"  Perhaps  we  had  better  go  there.  It  certainly  is  a  good  thing 
to  break  in  on  the  routine  of  one's  life,  occasionally." 
"  Is  our's  a  life  of  routine  r"  asked  Maggie  surprised  at  his  tone. 
"  I  will  not  answer  for  yours,  but  mine  certainly  is.  I  go  to  the 
office  at  just  such  an  hour,  drone  through  a  certain  amount  of  work, 
step  out  for  my  lunch,  go  to  work  again,  come  home — ah,  the  rout- 
ine stops  there,  I  will  own.  Tou  always  contrive  to  have  something 
pleasant  for  me,  if  it  is  nothing  more  than  running  to  bid  me  wet 
come." 

Still,  it  is  plain  you  feel  the  monotony  of  your  life  to  be  painful. 
Well,  sometimes  I  feel  mine  to  be.  To  get  up  every  morning  and 
go  through  a  series  of  forms  preparatory  to  making  one's  self  pre- 
sentable, thinking  how  short  a  day  will  intervene  before  these 
forms  will  have  to  be  gone  through  with  again  in  a  reverse  way, 
is  sometimes  a  little  oppressive.  But  is  there  not  a  story  of  a  wed- 
ded pair  who  changedplaces  with  each  other  one  day  because  of 
this  sort  of  discontent  f  The  man  staid  in  the  house  and  cooked  the 
dinner  and  rocked  the  cradle  and  mended  the  stockings ;  the  woman 
went  into  the  field  and  ploughed,  and  led  and  watered  the  cattle 
and  the  like.  And  that  day's  experiment  sufficed  for  a  lifetime." 
"  I  think  1  can  get  started  for  the  day  on  that  story,"  he  said. 
-'  I  feel  no  drawings  toward  cooking  of  dinners  or  mending  of 
stockings.  As  to  rocking  the  cradle,  ah  Maggie,  perhaps  we 
should  quarrel  over  that,  if  we  had  one." 

"  Tes,  I  can  fancy  that  you  would  take  to  that  sort  of  work  you 
are  so  fond  of  your  little  niece.  Bat  if  God  does  not  give  us  chil- 
dren, knowing  as  He  docs  how  thankful  we  should  be  for  them,  it 
is  surely  because  He  has  some  good  reason  for  it.  Perhaps  there 
are  now  in  the  world  some  fatherless  and  motherless  little  ones 
that  He  is  saving  for  us  till  we  can  afford  to  take  them  in. 

After  he  had  gone  Maggie  stood  for  some  moments  just  where 
he  had  left  her, lost  in  thought,  and  with  a  shadow  on  her  face. 
He  had  touched  on  a  very  sore  spot  when  he  had  hinted  that  this 
childless  home  was  a  disappointment  to  him. 

For  if  it  was  such  to  him  what  was  it  to  her?  She  had  never 
known,  until  her  marriage,  what  it  was  to  live  without  the  sweet 
self  denials  that  are  born  of  the  helplessness  of  childhood;  she 
missed  the  sound  of  little  feet,  the  caresses  of  little  arms.  Home- 
life  was  preeminently  the  life  she  loved  best ;  it  was  her  instinct  to 
hide  in  retired  nooks,  and  if  she  reigned  any  where,  to  reign  in  a 
small,  unobtrusive  domain.  But  now  she  had  health  and  leisure, 
and  rather  than  be  idle  in  God's  vineyard  she  would  work  in  more 
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conspicuous,  less  congenial  ways.  Only  there  was  Annie,  bo  bright, 
so  free  from  the  shyness  that  makes  outside  duty  painful,  so  fitted 
to  adorn  almost  any  sphere,  tied  down  to  a  baby  who  would  have 
loved  some  other  mother  just  as  well,  and  whom  she,  Maggie 
would  have  been  so  much  gladder  to  possess.  For  Annie  disliked 
babies  in  genera],  while,  of  course  loving  her  own  in  particular  ; 
and  the  details  of  the  nursery  were  as  distasteful  to  her  as  they 
were  an  enthusiasm  to  the  heroine  of  the  doll-dressing  witnessed 
years  ago  by  Horace. 

Tes,  there  was  a  shadow  on  Maggie's  face  and  there  were  tears 
in  her  eyes;  Hi  race  would  always  have  to  find  his  happiness 
chiefly  in  his  home,  walking  was  so  irksome  and  painful  to  him, 
and  what  is  a  home  without  children  t  She  had  felt  often  before, 
and  she  felt  now  for  his  sake,  like  uttering  the  passionate  cry, 

"Give  me  children,  or  else  I  die! " 

She  crept  away  to  her  own  room  in  this  strangely  stirred  mood, 
and  told  her  story  to  Him  to  whom  she  always  told  every  thing 
that  perplexed  or  pained  or  gladdened  her.  And  then  she  said  He 
should  give  or  withold  just  as  He  pleased  ;  that  she  would  not 
plan  or  choose  for  he'self ;  that  she  loved  Him  and  believed  in 
Him,  and  was  satisfied  and  happy  in  Him.  She  might  well  say 
that,  for  the  sweet  throwing  away  her  own  will  that  she  might 
take  up  and  bear  His,  brought  with  it  a  peace  and  a  joy  that  all 
the  united  treasures  on  earth  could  not  have  brought.  Horace  saw 
it  in  her  face  when  he  came  home  a  little  earlier  than  usual  to 
take  her  to  Aunt  Jane's,  and  loved  her  for  it  without  knowing  at 
exactly  what  spring  she  had  been  drinking. 

And  Aunt  Jane  saw  it  too,  and  felt  it  in  the  unusually  fond  caress 
with  which  Maggie  greeted  her. 

"  Who  would  think  of  your  breaking  all  one's  bones  in  that 
way."  she  said,  who  loved  so  to  have  her  bones  broken. 

"  I  had  to  break  somebody's! "  was  Maggie's  answer,  "  I  am  so 
happy." 

At  the  dinner  table  Aunt  Jane  proposed  to  go  into  the  form  of 
pairing  Tom  and  Maggie,  Horace  and  Annie  together,  but  Horace 
said  he  should  sit  by  his  wife  on  his  wedding  day,  and  Annie,  after 
upbraiding  him  for  his  want  of  chivalry  to  her,  enchanted  Tom  by 
declaring  that  he  alone  should  be  at  her  side.    She  was  in  great 

3irits  to-night,  and  felt  it  within  her  that  she  could  entertain  them 
1  the  whole  evening  if  she  chose  to  give  herself  the  reins.  But 
she  was  tr-ing  to  keep  a  little  check  on  her  reckless  tongue,  and 
this  gave  the  others  a  chance  to  speak,  and  to  feel  that  a  vivifying 
glow  from  Maggie  was  warming  and  cheering  the  whole  circle. 

"  What  has  got  into  you  Ma<rgie  ?"  she  whispered,  in  the  course 
of  the  evening.    "  Have  you  heard  t ome  good  news  f 

"  Why,  I  am  just  as  usual,"  was  the  reply. 

The  mark  on  her  forehead  the  divine  mark  was  growing  deeper, 
but  she  wist  it  not. 

"  I  am  coming  to  have  a  frolic  with  baby  to-morrow,"  she  added. 

"  We  mean  to  have  her  baptized  next  Sunday."  said  Annie. 
"  Grandma  has  given  her  a  lovely  little  dress  for  the  occasion.  I 
have  no  doubt  Tom  will  drop  her  in  the  aisle  or  make  some  other 
dreadful  blunder,  but  I  have  had  three  rehearsals  of  the  scene,  and 
as  to  the  rest  shall  have  to  trust  to  Providence." 

"  Then  you  have  decided  what  to  call  her  1"  asked  Aunt  Jane. 

"  No,  we  haven't.  Tom  calls  her  Blanche,  for  a  little  sister  he 
had  once ;  think  what  an  odd  combination,  Blanche  White  t  And 
I  call  her  Mag.  I  supppose  she'll  get  one  or  the  other  of  these 
names  ;  probably  the  first,  as  Dr.  Philips  may  be  shocked  at  the 
idea  of  pronouncing  the  other  in  church." 

"Annie,  do  be  sober  for  one  minute,"  cried  Maggie,  laughing. 
"  You  really  never  meant  to  have  her  baptised  as  '  Mag  T ' " 

"  Why  not  ?  It's  a  nice  name,  and  I  have  nice  associations  with  it." 

"  You'll  never  let  her  do  such  a  foolish  thing,  I  know,  Tom,"  said 
Maggie.  "  Fancy  Dr.  Philips  uttering  such  a  word  in  his  solemn 
tones,  and  setting  the  whole  congregation  laughing." 

Tom  smiled  and  looked  wise.  He  knew  what  he  was  going  to 
do  when  the  last  moment  came,  and  he  wished  it  had  come.  You 
are  a  little  inexperienced  in  the  ways  of  babies,  Tom,  or  you  would 
be  less  rash  in  your  wishes.  After  dinner  the  two  gentlemen  with- 
drew from  the  society  of  the  ladies,  after  the  manner  of  men,  and 
the  three  ladies  got  close  together  after  the  manner  of  women 
thus  slighted.  Maggie  had  stumbled  on  a  very  interesting  family 
connected  with  the  mission,  and  had  a  long  story  to  tell  about 
them  which  she  knew  would  result  in  a  raid  on  Aunt  Jane's  store 
closet  next  day. 

"  I  wish  I  had  time  to  run  after  poor  folks  as  you  do,"  said  An- 
nie, "  'or  you  really  seem  to  enjoy  it.  And  Horace  has  beaten  it  in- 
to my  old  Tom's  head  that  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  it,  letting  the 
question  of  duty  go,  it  is  good  to  live  for  other  people  rather  than 
for  yourself." 

"  As  if  you  had  not  learned  that  lesson  via  baby  I"  said  Aunt 
Jane. 

"Via  baby  and  mamma  White,"  said  Annie.  -'Yes,  I  really 
think  I  know  a  few  little  things  I  did  not  know  when  I  was  mar- 
ried. And  as  for  Tom,  you  never  saw  a  man  so  changed.  I  wish 
fou  could  see  the  letters  he  writes  to  his  mission  boys ;  I  am  sure 


they  are  enough  to  melt  hearts  of  stone.  I  cried  over  them  myself. 
And  the  other  night  just  as  he  had  come  home  all  tired  out,  de- 
pending on  a  half  hour  with  baby  before  she  went  to  bed,  a  mes- 
-sage  came  that  one  of  those  boys  was  badly  scalded,  and  off  he  went 
without  his  dinner,  without  me,  and  without  baby. " 

"  Was  the  boy  so  seriously  injured  ?"  asked  Aunt  Jane. 

"  Yes,  his  life  was  in  danger.  Tom  talked  and  prayed  with  him : 
think  of  it,  my  Tom  getting  down  on  his  knees  in  a  tenement 
house !  And  it  was  rather  embarrassing  for  him,  for  there  were 
neighbors  all  standing  around,  and  one  of  the  little  children  was 
dusting  him  all  the  time  with  a  wisp-broom !" 

"  I  don't  know  which  pleases  me  most,  his  visiting  and  praying 
with  his  sick  boys,  or  your  loving  sympathy  with  him  in  it,"  said 
Aant  Jane. 

"  Nor  I,"  said  Maggie.  "  It  seems  to  me  that  God  hasn't  left  me 
a  single  thing  to  wish  for.  He  has  given  me  everything  I  want." 
The  young  men  uow  drew  near  and  conversation  became  general, 
and  Annie  made  some  gay  allusions  to  past  times,  when  they  had 
all  gathered  around  this  same  fireside,  playing  at  cross-purposes 
with  each  other.  Horace,  who  had  suffered  of  late  with  intolera- 
ble sleepiness  in  the  evening,  and  who  had  hardly  been  able  to 
keep  his  eyes  open  since  dinner,  now  roused  up  and  answered  her 
back,  and  they  hod  an  encounter  of  wits  that  greatly  amused  the 
rest  of  the  company.  When  it  was  time  for  Annie  to  go,  on  ac- 
count of  that  punctual  and  exacting  itt  e  maiden  at  home,  they 
all  protested  against  her  breaking  in  upon  the  evening  so  early. 
For  while  to  a  looker  on  they  might  have  seemed  a  very  quiet  little 
company,  they  had  been  spending  very  happy  hours  together ;  one 
love  and  one  hope  drew  them  to  each  other ;.  they  were  fe:low- 
travelers,  all  going  the  same  way,  and  before  long  at  the  longest, 
they  would  allmeet  where  they  need  not  separate  to  go  to  differ- 
ent homes. 

"We  always  have  such  a  nice  time  when  we  come  here!"  said 
Annie,  as  she  kissed  Aunt  Jane  good  night, "  Are  you  sure  that  yon 
are  not  really  our  very  own  aunty  T" 

"  I  am  sure  that  I  am  very  own  aunty  to  all  four  of  yon,"  she  said, 
looking  lovingly  upon  them. 

"What,  and  are  you  my  aunt,  toot"  cried  Tom,  "  How  very  de- 
lightful !" 

"  It  is  good  to  go  out  if  only  to  find  how  good  it  is  to  be  at  home 
again,"  said  Horace,  as  he  and  Maggie  hovered  over  their  own  lit- 
tle fire  half  an  hour  later.  "  Ah,  Maggie,  how  many  such  homes 
as  ours  there  might  be  if  there  was  ony  a  little  mose  common 
sens  4  in  the  world." 

"  Suppose  we  turn  into  apostles  and  go  about  preaching  that 
doctrine,"  said  Maggie,  laughing  at  his  earnestness. 

"  I  wish  we  could.  Perhaps  when  our  heads  get  as  gray  as 
Aunt  Jane's  people  will  begin  to  attach  some  weight  to  what  we 
say,  and  we  can  then  preach  our  sermons." 

"I  am  not  going  to  wait  for  that.  In  fact  we  are  preaching 
now.  Everybody  must  see  that  we  are  as  happy  and  contented  as 
people  can  be  in  this  world.    I,  for  one,  am  growing  stout  on  it." 

"You  are  growing  sleepy — growing  stout  on  want  of  exercise," 
replied  Maggie.  "  Bnt  that  horse  will  come  ;  he  will  come,  I  am 
sure,  and  renew  your  youth.  It  did  me  good  to  hear  yon  and  Annie 
banter  each  other  so  this  evening,  for  you  have  been  growing  silent 
and  heavy  of  late ;  something  so  unnatural  in  you." 

"  Yes ;  the  visit  really  did  me  good.  I  shall  be  all  right  when 
your  magic  horse  comes  to  give  me  my  shaking  up." 

So  they  helped  each  over  the  fact  that  their  evenings  were  get- 
ting to  be  mortifying  to  Horace  because  he  could  not  keep  awake, 
disappointing  to  Maggie  because  she  thus  lost  his  society. 

And  while  they  were  thus  engaged  Aunt  Jane  was  writing  a 
kind  little  note  to  Tom,  to  tell  him  how  she  rejoiced  over  and  sym- 
pathized in  the  Christian  work  to  which  he  was  giving  himself, 
She  had  long  since  formed  the  habit  of  finding  it  good  to  scatter 
little  pleasures  along  the  pathway  of  life  when  no  opportunity  for 
greater  deeds  presented  itself,  and  so  these  words  to  Tom.  She 
was  astonished  when  his  answer  came  to  her,  at  the  surprise  and 
delight  it  had  given  him.  Her  eyes  moistened  as  she  r>-ad  his 
grateful,  affectionate  words,  and  she  thanked  God  that  her  old, 
lonely  life  had  still  power  to  send  a  ray  of  golden  light  into  other 
lives. 

But  a  few  days  later  Tom  came  to  her,  and  said  in  his  simple, 
honest  way,  "  Aunt  Jane  your  note  has  puffed  me  up  so,  that  I  al- 
most wish  you  had  not  written  it" 

She  smiled  a  little,  then  she  said :  "We  have  all  read  of  the 
wand  of  a  certain  king  that  turned  to  pure  gold  every  object  it 
touched.  Now  every  Christian  has  a  wand  which  works  just  such, 
nay  greater  miracles.  Fenelon  prayed  that  the  successes  of  Louis 
XIV,  might  make  him  as  humble  as  a  great  humiliation  could.  Now 
you  and  I  when  we  feel  ourselves  unduly  exalted  by  flattery,  or  even 


by  innocent,  loving  words,  have  only  to  say, '  Lord  turn  this  temp- 
tation into  benediction ;  let  the  words  that  strive  to  make  me 
abound,  become,  in  thy  hands,  bat  a  new  abasement,'  and  there 
will  be  no  '  puffing  up    you  may  depend." 
"  It  made  me  very  nappy.    Bat  then  I  caught  myself  thinking; 
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« Tom,  there  must  be  something  uncommon  about  you  if  people  can  |     "  Well,  I  am  a  trial,  for  all  that.    She  has  set  you  up  for  her 
write  to  you  in  that  way  I'    And  then  1  felt  mean  that  I  had  standard,  and  wants  me  to  be  just  like  you.    Now  I'll  leave  it  to 
thought  anything  about  it."    He  looked  in  her  face  like  an  ingen- 1  you  if  nature  did  not  make  us  entirely  different  ?  " 
nous,  good  boy,  and  she  (-aid :  I     "  I  can  testify  that  she  did,"  said  Maggie,  absorbed  in  the  baby. 

"  I  can't  see  but  you'll  have  to  pray  that  you  may  get  back  to  And  then,  rousing  herself,  for  she  was  trying  to  carry  her  unsel- 
thinking  yourself  common  again.     We  have  all  of  us  a  great  deal   fishness  into  very  little  things,  she  added. 

to  learn  on  these  points,  but  we  must  learn  to  bear  praise  and !  "  Somebody  has  said  that  we  ought  to  learn  to  love  our  friends 
blame  with  equal  equanimity.  We  shall,  in  this  world,  get  most  for  what  they  are,  rather  than  for  what  we  wish  them  to  be.  I 
of  the  latter,  but  we  need  shrink  from  neither  as  long  as  both  drive .  think  so  too.  But  I  must  say  that  I  never  had  to  learn  that  in 
us  to  Christ."  j  regard  to  you.  Ton  are  loveable  in  yourself,  and  you  know  it,  you 

"  Now  I'm  glad  you  Bent  me  that  note,  and  glad  I've  had  this  naughty  httle  thing  you,  with  your  mock-humility  speech**." 
talk  with  you,  Aunt  Jane,  My  mother  has  often  said  she  wished  I     "  So  is  everybody,"  objected  Annie,  "  if  you  can  only  get  at  the 
you  could  get  hold  of  me,  and  now  you  have."  I  loveable  part.    The  trouble  is  they  keep  their  hearts  locked  up  as 

"  I  shall  keep  hold,  you  may  depend,"  she  answered.    "  I  am  an  they  do  their  cash,  and  you  only  know  they  have  any  by  seeing 
old  woman,  and  might  be  a  very  sorrowful  one.  But  I  am  resolved  the  boxes." 

'Butdonot  you  and  Tom's  mothor  get  on 


Maggie  laughed, 
well  together  t" 

"  Oh,  we  get  on,  that's  just  the  phrase  to  describe  it  1  You  know 
in  the  first  place,  she's  weak  and  nervous." 

"  And  you  are  strong  and  well.    So- yon  can  inspirit  and  chear 


not  to  be  that  while  there  is  a  single  human  heart  in  the  world 
that  mine  can  warm." 

"  You  are  warming  a  good  many,"  he  said  ;  "  It  is  really  wond- 
erful how  you  make  us  young  folks  love  you." 

"  It  is  not  me  whom  you  love  t  "  she  ans  were  d.    "  It  is  the  pres- 
ence within  me  of  you,  and  my  Friend.    Let  Him  leave  me  for  her.' 
one  moment,  and  all  you  would  see  left  would  be  a  weak,  sinful.  "  Well,  I  do.    In  the  second  place  she  thinks,  she  knows  how  to 
ignorant  old  woman.1'  manage  baby  ten  times  as  well  as  I  do.  She  wants  her  bathed  in 

He  only  half  caught  her  thought,  and  yet  it  held  him  all  the  hot  water,  and  I  bathe  hor  in  cold.    She  thinks  she  ought  to  have 

way  down   town,  and   came  back  to  him  later  with    singular  everything  she  cares  for,  and  I  think  she  should'nt  have  one.  She 

power.  gives  her  great  lumps  of  sugar  too,  just  think  of  that  t " 

i     "  Still,  you  have  the  chief  control  of  baby,  and  these  little  dif- 

And  now  came  the  eventful  Sunday  when  he  and  Annie  were  erences  always  occur  when  there  are  grandmas  on  hand.    It  is  not 

to   take    baby   to  church,  and  there    give  her  openly  away  to  peculiar  to  you." 

God.     Annie  could  not  help  some  feminine  thoughts  about  the  "You  would  not  like  it.  You  are  as  independent  and  as  positive 

pretty  drees  it  was  to  wear,  and  as  to  its  behaving  with  due  pro-  as  I  am.  every  bit  of  It.'* 

priety.     But  Tom  had  not  one  anxiety.     He  was  proud  of  his  "  No,  I  should  not  like  it.    Bnt  I  don't  expect  to  find  anything 

wife  and  proud  of  his  baby,  in  his  good,  honest  way,  and  had  as  in  this  world  exactly  to  my  mind.    I  expect  to  plague  people  and 

full  faith  in  the  one  as  in  th-  other.    So  he  was  sadly  discomfitted  expect  them  to  plague  me.  But  I  would  not  make  myself  unhappy 

the  moment  he  approached  the  altar  with  them,  to  hear  baby  set  about  such  trifles  if  I  had  such  a  baby  as  this." 
up  a  scream  that  filled  the  whole  church,  drowned  Dr.  Philips'  |     "Would  you  really  like  to  have  the  baby  and  let  grandma  be 


voice,  and  transformed  her  cherub  face  into  a  dismally  red  and 
woefully  ugly  one.  He  made  matters  worse  by  trying,  in  his  inex- 
perienced way  to  soothe  and  quiet  her,  and  the  perspiration  stood 
in  trreat  drops  on  his  forehead  as  the  scene  grew,  every  moment, 
more  appalling.  Annie,  however,  not  in  the  least  daunted,  stood 
by  his  side,  cool,  and  calm,  she  was  too  familiar  with  the  infant 
race,  to  be  at  all  surprised  or  abashed,  and  fully  sympathized  with 


thrown  in." 

"  Would  I,"  cried  Maggie.  "  Oh,  Annie." 

*  I  had  no  idea  you  felt  bo,"  said  Annie,  greatly  moved  by  Mag- 
gie's look  and  tone,  and  the  clasp  of  her  arms  around  the  little  one. 
"  I  don't  see  then,  why  God  does  not  give  you  children,  if  you 
want  them  so  much." 

"Hush,  dear,  it  hurts  me  to  hear  you  so  much  as  hint  th-t  He 


Dr.  Philips,  when  in  his  baptismal  prayer,  he  hailed  these  shrieks  is  not  giving  me  all  it  is  best  I  should  have,  for  He  is." 
as  heavenly  appeals.  She  said  afterward  that  they  might  have  "Dear  old  Magi  I  wish  I  loved  Him  as  you  do  1  And  I  wish  I 
been  heard  even  farther  off  than  the  world  to  which  baby  was !  could  learn  to  mind  little  frictions  less.  But  it  will  take  me  a 
now  consecrated,  for  she  thought  little  "  Mag"  rather  outdid  her-  long,  long  time  to  get  back  to  where  I  was  when  worldly  prosper- 
eelf  on  the  occasion.  j  ity  turned  my  giddy  head.      Tom  is  really   better  than  I  am  ;  it 

"  You  will  joke  about  everything,"  Maggie  said,  the  next  time  quite  frightens  me  to   see  how  fast  he  grows  in  goodness.     You 
they  met,  "  but  if  you  would  only  do  it  to  me  I  should'nt  care,  for  ought  to  see  the  lovely  note  Aunt  Jane  wrote  him.    Let  me  think, 


I  know  you  have  a  heart,  and  perhaps  other  people  do  not." 

"  Who  cares  for  other  people  ? "  cried  Annie.  "  Were'nt  you  a 
little  surprised  at  baby's  being  named  for  you,  after  all?  Tom 
Bays  he  always  meant  to  do  it.  Only  he  is  for  sentamentalizing 
over  her,  and  calling  her  "  Pearl "  and  "  Pearlie."  For  my  part  I 
shall  call  her  Mag.  Shan't  I,  my  little  Daisy,  my  Queen  Marga- 
ret, my  wee  Maggie,  my  white  Pearl,  my  own  old  Mag?"  she 
cried,  snatching  her  I  aby  from  Maggie's  arms  to  cover  It  with 


"  You've  got  to  pray  for  this  baby  as  long  as  you  live,"  she 
added,  1  "r  bright  face  growing  softer,  more  tender.  "  She's  got  a 
poor  old  stick  for  her  mother,  and  you  must  be  her  saint ;  I'm 
afraid  1  never  shall.  There,  take  her ;  I'm  tired  of  her  already. 
I  never  did  like  to  hold  one  of  these  squirming  little  things." 

Magg  o  stretched  out  her  motherly  arms,  and  gathered  her  lit- 
tle namesake  to  her  heart  of  hearts.  And  while  she  half  sang, 
half  whispered  to  it  of  the  great  world  of  tenderness  she  had  to 

give  it,  Annie,  with  nimble  and  skillful  fingers,  manufactured  for 
erself  a  bo-net  that  she  knew  Tom  would  say  became  her  won- 
drously,  and  so  it  did. 

"  I  am  not  running  up  milliner's  bills  for  grandma  White,"  she 
said.  "  Now  is'nt  that  lovely  1  Well,  guess  what  it  cost.  You 
won't  ?  Well,  it  cost  four  cents." 

"  You  absurd  child ! "  cried  Maggie. 

"  Are  you  talking  to  me  or  to  the  baby  t  You  see  now  how 
lucky  it  was  that  I  brought  home  so  many  odds  and  ends  from 
Paris.  I  can  go  on  making  bonnets  indefinitely,  for  nothing  at  all. 
Maggie  dear,  you  need  not  think  my  head  runs  on  nothing  bet- 
ter." 

"  I  don't  think  so.  I  know  it  runs  on  Tom  and  the  baby,  and 
on  yet  better  things." 

"  Yes  it  does.  But  I  know  I  am  not  all  taken  up  with  those 
better  things,  as  you  are.  What  is  the  reason  ?  I  want  to  be  good- 
I  try  to  cure  myself  of  my  ways,  but  I  can't.  Do  you  know  what 
a  trial  I  am  to  Tom's  mother  ? "  , 

"A  trial?  What,  »hen  you  make  Tom  so  happy,  and  have 
given  her  this  sweet  baby  to  love  ?  " 


where  is  it  ?  Oh,  here  it  is,  read  it,  Maggie." 

'*  Do  you  think  I  may?" 

"  Certainly.  It  is  only  some  of  those  kind,  encouraging  words 
she  loves  to  put  on  paper." 

Maggie  read  the  note  with  a  keen  appreciation  of  the  Christian 
love  that  prompted  it,  that  could  only  be  felt  by  a  kindred  soul. 

"  It  is  beautiful,"  she  said,  "  and  just  like  Aunt  Jane.  She  lives 
for  everybody  except  herself.  Now  we  are  always  going  to  her 
with  all  our  little  troubles,  and  do  you  observe  she  never  speaks  of 
hers?  But,  of  course,  she  must  have  them,  as  w ell  as  her  great 
sorrows." 

"  I  cannot  associate  the  idea  of  trouble  and  sorrow  with  Aunt 
Jane,"  s  id  Annie.    "  I  never  saw  a  cloud  on  her  face." 

"But  she  has  them  on  her  heart.  Only  sha'low  people  are 
always  at  ease  there.  But  she  is  cheerful  because  she  will  be 
cheerful.    Sfyo  is  a  constant  lesson  to  me." 

"  To  you  1  What  is  she  then  to  me,  with  all  my  little  frets  and 
cares?" 

"  A  nice  book  to  study ! "  replied  Maggie.  "  I  believe  I  shall  take 
this  baby  home  with  me.    You  would  nt  care  much  I " 

"  Should'nt  I  ?  Come  here,  little  Mag,  and  tell  your  Aunt  Mag. 
some  of  your  and  my  nice,  wee  secrets." 

How  pretty  she  looked,  this  bright,  rosy  young  mother,  as  she 
caught  her  child,  and  whispered  some  loving  nonsense  in  its  enr  1 
At  least  Maggie  thought  so,  as  she  walked  home,  with  a  warm, 
sisterly  glow  in  her  heart. 

"  Annie  is  going  to  make  a  splendid  woman,"  she  said  to  heme!  f, 
"The  worst  of  her  is  over,  she  will  grow  1.  us  and  less  selfish,  more 
and  more  loving,  every  day.  That  baby  will  bring  her  out,  I 
know  it  will." 

Dear  Maggie,  it  is  you  who  will  bring  her  out.  But  yon  will 
never  know  it.  Walking  down  a  fash  onable  avenue  towards  her 
obscure  little  home,  in  a  dress  that  befitted  her  poverty,  but  was 
out  of  keeping  with  that  of  the  gay  crowd  about  her,  she  had 
thoughts  in  her  heart  that  made  a  "thousand  liveried  angels  lac- 
quey her,"  for  they  were  thoughts  such  as  angels  love. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution :  Retained. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  As- 
sociations it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
tent until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire 
membership. 


HOW  TO  BIND  THE  MONTHLY. 

We  are  able  to  make  the  following  offer  to  our  subscribers 
and  we  hope  that  every  Association  with  a  reading  room 
will  send  to  us  immediately  for  this  excellent  self  binder. 

Koch's  patent  self  binder,  full  cloth  sides  with  neat  gilt  side 
stamp,  manufactured  expressly  for  the  "  Association  Monthly  " 
will  be  furnished  to  subscribers  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  one  dollar.  Full 
directions  accompany  each  binder.  No  subscriber  should  be 
without  one.    Address,  enclosing  one  dollar,  R.  C.  Morse. 

Association  Building  Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  28d  St.  N.  Y. 


OFFER  TO  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 
Ant  new  Subscriber  dating  his  yearly  subscription 
from  July  1870  will  be  entitled  to  all  the  back  num- 
bers OP   THE    PAPER,   HIS    SUBSCRIPTION    EXPIRING   WITH  THE 

Monthly  fob  June,  1871. 

Every  such  subscriber  will  in  this  way  secure  the  entire  serial 
story  of  Mrs.  Prentiss,  and  also  the  series  of  pictures  of  Associ- 
ation buildings  beginning  with  the  edifice  in  New  York  and 
designed  to  include  the  pictorial  representations  of  all  similar 
edifices. 


HAVE  WE  DONE  OUR  SHARE  ? 

Many  are  the  encouragements  we  are  receiving  in  our  work 
upon  the  Monthly,  from  brethren  who  like  the  paper,  are  work- 
ing to  get  subscribers  and  affirm  that  this  necessary  enterprise 
shall  have  their  hearty  support.  The  President  of  a  prominent 
Association  lately  visited  our  office,  ordered  a  bundle  of  papers 
home,  promised  a  large  percentage  of  the  members  there  and  was 
confident  of  the  wide  usefulness  of  the  paper.  "We  want  to 
send  it,"  he  said,  "  to  those  who  contribute  to  our  cause  each 
year,  but  express  surprise  that  the  Association  is  yet  alive.  It 
tells  them  we  are  not  going  to  die."  i 

Another  friend  writes  us:  "Enclosed  please  find  $2.00  for 
two  subscriptions  to  your  paper.    I  have  read  the  back  num- 


bers, and  consider  it  a  necessary  aid  to  every  active  member 
of  the  Y  M.  C.  A.  It  instructs  us  how  to  work  for  Jesus  to 
the  best  advantage.  It  gives  us  an  idea  of  what  our  Association 
is,  and  what  it  is  doing  in  other  places.  By  reading  the  excel- 
lent articles  to  be  found  in  its  columns  we  become  more  and 
more  interested  in  our  work,  and  for  my  own  part,  I  have  been 
greatly  benefitted  personally  by  a  careful  perusal  of  its  pages. 
I  wish  it  could  go  into  the  hand  of  every  young  man  in  the 
land ;  I  will  do  what  little  I  can  for  it" 

Encouraged  by  many  such  testimony,  we  ask  all  our  mem- 
bers to  raise  the  question :  Have  we  done  our  share  by  sub- 
scribing for  the  paper,  and  inducing  others  to  subscribe  J  And 
to  this  question  we  hope  a  hearty  response  will  be  given  by 
multitudes  of  new  subscribers  till  the  call  of  the  Indianapolis 
Convention  is  responded  to,  and  our  "  list  of  subscribers  em- 
braces a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  member- 
ship." 

T.  M.  C.  A.  LECTUREa 

[It  is  not  too  late  to  say  a  word  for  this  season  to  many  who 
have  not  yet  completed  their  arrangements  for  lectures,  while 
words  of  counsel  and  warning  from  one  of  Buch  wide  experi- 
ence and  accurate  information  on  the  subject  as  the  writer  of 
this  article,  are  always  welcome. — Editor.] 

The  four  letters  at  the  head  of  this  article  should  be  a  suffi- 
cient endorsement  to  any  Christian  man.  Their  use,  duly 
authorized,  should  commend  any  cause,  and  secure  the  confi- 
dence of  any  community.  We  sincerely  desire  this  command- 
ing and  controlling  influence  for  the  Associations.  We  should 
be  sorry  to  have  it  suggested  that  the  "  C  "  had  better  be  omit- 
ted." 

But  to  secure  and  retain  confidence  an  Association  like  an 
individual,  must  look  well  to  what  it  endorses.  This  general 
and  undeniable  rule  we  propose  to  apply  to  the  particular  topic 
of  lectures. 

When  the  method  of  instruction  so  described  was  introduced, 
persons  supposed  to  be  particularly  and  specially  acquainted 
with  important  lines  of  thought,  or  modes  of  effort,  communi 
cated  their  stores  in  this  fashion.  The  lectures  were  supposed, 
naturally,  to  have  some  relation  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  delivered.  Lectures  on  theology,  or  medicine,  or 
mental  philosophy,  were  usually  given  in  places  and  circum- 
stances that  corresponded  with  the  themes.  It  was  hailed  as  a 
good  omen  when  men  of  culture  and  study,  or  men  of  action, 
quitting  for  a  time  the  academic  seclusion,  or  th  <  Held  of  labor, 
presented  themselves  among  their  fellow  men  to  popularize 
knowledge,  and  stimulate  to  mental  activity ;  and  if  we  found  a 
medical  faculty  employing  a  lecturer,  the  presumption  naturally 
was  that  he  would  discourse  upon  something  kindred  to  med- 
ical knowledge  or  pursuits.  Dramatic  readings,  arranged  for 
by  a  Theological  school  would  have  struck  most  people  as  a 
curiosity  that  needed  explanation. 

Accordingly  in  the  earlier  days  of  Y.  M.  C.  Associations,  the 
lecturers  and  the  lectures  were  in  harmony  more  or  less  close 
with  the  main  purpose  of  such  organizations.  So  long  the  cor- 
dial interest  of  sober  Christian  people  was  secured.  But  in 
process  of  time  we  changed  all  that.  Lecturers  were  at  first 
"instructive."  Then  they  became  "interesting  and  instruct- 
ive." Then  some  of  the  aspirants  for  platform  honors  became 
"  amusing  and  instructive,"  and  so  the  thing  has  gone  on  until 
in  point  of  fact  the  best  men  do  not  think  of  lecturing ;  the 
best  people  do  not  think  of  attending  lectures  ;  and  all  sorts 
of  devices  are  found  necessary  to  make  "  courses  "  worth  main- 
taining. 

Wo  do  not  object  to  lectures  that  shall  be  funny,  even  side- 
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splitting,  that  sliall  send  boys  and  girls  home  declaring  uproar- 
iously that  "  it  was  awfully  jolly.',  Whether  a  Christian  man, 
a  minister  for  example,  honors  his  profession  or  not,  respects 
himself  or  not,  when  giving  himself  out  as  a  most  amusing, 
droll,  and  entertaining  lecturer,  is  a  question  of  taste  and  judge- 
ment with  which  we  don't  meddle.  Bnt  that  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  should  engage,  advertise,  and  sometimes 
try  to  live  on  such  things,  that  is  what  we  reprobate  and 
deplore.  No  wonder  some  of  them  have  starved  on  such  light 
bread  I  We  are  amazed  that  young  men  have  not  seen  this 
thing  long  ago.  The  mere  laughter  seekers  do  not  care  five 
cents  for  the  Christian  Association,  perhaps  laugh  at  it  and 
the  solid,  sober,  Christian  people,  who  do  value  it  and  who 
can  alone  be  counted  upon  for  its  support,  are  driven  away  in  dis- 
gust. 

Lecture  Committees  in  too  many  instances  consider  what 
"takes"  i.  e.  fills  the  place,  and  pleases  the  folk.  In  order  to 
"  taking,"  it  is  desirable  that  the  lecturer  should  be  "  some- 
thing to  see ; "  failing  that  he  must  be  "  wonderfully  eloquent," 
or  of "  extraordinary  humor."  And  good  men  with  a  natural 
anxiety  to  please  take  their  cue  from  the  committee,  and  make 
fun  for  the  crowd.  Oh  1  it  is  pitiful  to  see  men,  strong  in  their 
own  place  and  useful  withal,  take  the  boards  and  torn  come 
dian  after  a  poor  and  feeble  fashion,  while  a  Young  Hen's 
Christian  Association,  "makes  the  arrangements;"  and  the 
groundlings  laugh ;  and  the  Christians  of  earnest  purpose,  and 
common  sense,  sigh,  and  think  of  Samson  making  sport  for 
the  Philistines !  # 

This  thing  is  unworthy  of  our  name.  It  should  be  stopped. 
What  vocation  have  we  to  cater  to  the  public  amusement*? 
there  are  laws  of  demand  and  supply  in  this  line  as  in  every 
other,  and  it  is  folly  to  disregard  them.  The  light  and  frivi- 
lous  has  share  enough  in  city  life,  without  Christian  Associa- 
tions laboring  to  increase  the  amount  We  have  other  work  to 
do; 

The  raising  of  money  is  an  important  and  necessary  part  of 
our  work  We  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  and  discouragement 
that  in  this  connection  often  beset  the  brethren.  But  to  sac- 
rifice self-respect  and  dignity,  and  to  compromise  Christian 
character  in  our  methods  of  securing  funds  is  to  allow  among 
ourselves  just  what  we  exist  to  condemn  in  others,  and  is  to  be 
guilty  of  a  want  of  faith  in  Him  whom  we  love  and  serve. 
When  we  do  our  work  faithfully  and  devotedly  among  young 
men,  the  necessary  funds  can  be  obtained  without  resort  to 
questionable  devices. 

If  we  cannot  have  lectures  of  which  it  shall  be  the  distinct- 
tive  feature  that  they  are  "  Christian  "  in  lecturer,  tone,  pur- 
pose, and  tendency,  then  let  us  forego  the  luxury.  On  any 
other  plan  we  sacrifice  dignity  ;  we  lose  self-respect ;  we  for- 
feit the  regard  of  our  truest  friends ;  we  lower  our  own  tone ; 
we  sink  in  the  community  ;  and  we  fall  below,  far  below,  the 
lofty  ideal  for  the  realizing  of  which  we  were  called  into  exis- 
tence. 
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GROWING  IN  PUBLIC  ESTEEM. 

The  work  of  our  Associations  has  of  late  been  the  subject  of 
several  prominent  notices  in  the  press.  The  leading  illustrated 
article  in  Bdrpert  Monthly  for  October,  was  devoted  to  a  history 
of  the  rise  and  progfess  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
with  special  allusion  to  and  description  of  the  building  and 
work  of  the  brethren  in  New  York  City.  Prompted  by  the 
perusal  of  this  article.  Vice  President  Schuyler  Colfax,  writes 
a  long  letter  to  the  Independent  warmly  commending  the  pur- 
poses and  general  management  of  our  Associations. 

In  the  October  number,  of  "  Our  Monthly,"  a  religious  and 


literary  magazine  published  in  Cincinnati,  appears  an  article 
entitled  "  The  New  Power."  Under  this  name  a  brief  sketch  of 
our  Associations  is  given  and  the  commendable  features  of  the 
work  dwelt  upon.  "  The  visible  union  of  all  Evangelical 
Christians,  in  hard  work  by  its  young  men  for  young  men," 
"  the  stern  application  of  the  business  principle  to  religious 
matters,"  "youth  with  its  gladness,  energy  enthusiasm  and  ear- 
nestness," "  the  exaltation  of  '  the  Name  which  is  above  every 
name, "  these  are  the  features  in  oar  work  that  impress  the 
mind  of  the  friendly  writer  of  this  article. 

Coming  thus  more  and  more  prominently  to  the  notice  of 
the  community  let  us  beware  of  all  boasting  and  awake  to  a 
new  vigilance  and  consecration  in  our  work.  Very  small  are 
the  results  alluded  to,  compared  with  what  might  have  been 
achieved  and  with  what  now  lies  within  the  reach  of  manly 
prayerful,  and  devoted  effort  on  the  part  of  all  our  members 
throughout  the  country.  The  "  day  of  prayer  "  is  at  hand. 
Let  us  all  make  that  devout  and  effectual  use  of  this  opportu- 
nity which  shall  call  down  upon  us  in  rich  effusion,  the  divine 
blessing,  and  make  us  in  an  unprecedented  degree  a  power  for 
good  in  the  land 

FOOD  AS  A  MEANS  OP  GRACE. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Associations  in  Cleveland  and 
Philadelphia  come  together  for  supper  as  a  preliminary  to  their 
regular  meetings.  A  full  account  of  the  method  pursued  by 
the  brethren  in  the  former  city  is  given  in  our  last  paper. 
Excellent  tea,  bread  and  butter  are  furnished  without  charge 
the  evening  of  every  Lord's  day  in  the  Association  rooms  at 
Chicago  and  New  York.  At  the  last  two  General  Conventions 
in  Portland  and  Indianapolis  during  one  of  the  intervals  of  the 
sessions  the  Pennsylvania  delegates  took  dinntr  together  very 
sociably,  became  better  acquainted,  and  have  worked  the  more 
efficiently  for  their  social  meal.  At  the  Ohio  State  Convention 
last  fall,  and  lately  in  the  New  York  Convention  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  the  opening  welcome  meeting — after  a  few  brief 
addresses — was  given  up  to  social  intercourse  aionnd  the  re- 
freshment table.  The  members  became  acquainted  with  one 
another  and  in  the  sessions  of  the  Convention  thtt  followed 
acted  with  a  concert,  harmony  and  efficiency  which  were  trace- 
able to  this  timely  welcome  meeting. 

In  all  these  instances  Christian  Young  Men  have  found  that 
their  efficiency  in  work  for  Christ  has  been  increased  by  the 
circumstance  that  they  met  to  partake  of  a  meal.  1  he  food 
has  been  in  reality  a  means  of  grace  to  them.  We  commend 
their  experience  to  the  brethren  everywhere.  Look  into  this 
matter  and  see  whetHer  in  General  or  State  Convention,  in  the 
Board  of  Directors,  or  any  department  of  the  work  the  hint  may 
be  made  serviceable.  The  attendance  and  interest  of  the  n  eet- 
ings  of  the  church  committee  of  the  New  York  Association 
have  perceptibly  increased  ever  since  the  members  at  their  own 
expense  have  provided  a  quantity  of  ice  cream  for  social  enter- 
tainment. With  other  committees  a  similar  plan  might  work 
well. 

But  in  all  the  cases  we  have  cited  food  is  used  to  bring  together 
for  deliberation  and  mutual  counsel  those  who  are  engaged  in 
Christian  work.  It  is  of  service  in  other  directions.  In  the  use 
of  it  in  bringing  young  men  under  Christian  influence  our  En- 
glish brethren  are  far  in  advance  of  us.  The  social  breakfast 
and  collation  is  indeed  a  familiar  feature  of  their  Conventions. 
At  one  of  these  lately  in  the  North  of  England,  the  Convention 
travelled  eight  miles  out  of  town  to  hold  the  closing  session  at 
the  country  seat  of  one  of  their  members,  where  on  the  lawn 
they  listened  to  one  of  the  most  practical  essays  read  before 
them.  It  was  followed  by  a  repast  that  brought  "  to  a  happy 
close  a  most  delightful  and  profitable  conference."  •  In  corn- 
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mittee  and  Association  work  likewise  the  English  breakfast 
table  is  an  efficient  auxiliary. 

But  among  their  evangelizing  auxiliaries  also  our  British 
brethren  count  and  use  this  prandial  agency.  The  excellent 
tea  served  at  the  rooms  in  Aldersgate  street,  London,  has  at- 
tracted and  inclined  many  to  come  within  the  influence  of  the 
Christian  Young  Men  who  are  their  hosts  and  entertainers. 
We  hope  some  time  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  kindly 
and  efficient  way  in  which  these  meals  are  made  to  answer  so 
good  a  purpose. 

Food  is  an  agency  we  have  been  too  slack  in  using.  Inju- 
diciously resorted  to  it  would  of  course  do  mischief.  But 
abuse  does  not  justify  disuse.  We  should  remember  that  such 
care  and  provision  for  the  body  formed  a  part  of  the  minis- 
try of  our  Lord.  When  John  the  Baptist  sent  to  Jesus  asking, 
"  Art  thou  he  that  should  come  (the  Messiah)  or  look  we  for 
another,"  the  reply  of  our  Lord  was:  "  Qo  your  way,  and  tell 
John  *  *  *  the  blind  see,  the  lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  cleansed, 
the  dead  are  raised,  to  the  poor  the  gospel  is  preached."  To 
these  miracles  of  healing  he  shortly  after  added  the  feeding  of 
the  five  thousand  and  a  little  later  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  many 
had  since  sought  him  only  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  he  fed  in 
like  manner  a  multitude  of  4,000.  Now  the  place  that  these 
twin  miracles  occupy  in  the  ministry  of  our  Lord  and  in  the 
manifestation  of  his  Messiaship,  just  this  place  should  the  pro- 
vision of  food  occupy  in  the  ministry  of  his  disciples. 

This  suggestion  could  be  carried  out  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways.  The  free  drinking  fountains  in  our  large  cities  are 
known  to  keep  many  from  making  their  thirst  an  excuse  for  re- 
sorting to  the  grog-shops.  It  has  been  suggested  to  us  that  in 
many  of  our  smaller  towns  this  wholesome  preventive  of  dram 
drinking  would  be  a  public  benefit.  It  would  be  well  if  the 
hungry  as  well  as  the  thirsty  could  find  places  for  satisfying 
their  appetite  where  the  restaurant  is  not  blocked  up  with  the 
bar.  Wherever  the  Association  has  a  building  of  its  own  it 
would  be  wise  to  secure  if  possible  as  the  tenant  of  one  of  the 
stores. the  keeper  of  an  excellent  eating  house  of  this  sort.  But 
we  may  find  much  more  direct  modes  of  using  food  as  a  means 
of  reaching  those  whom  we  seek  to  influence.  In  connection 
with  the  meetings  for  prayer  and  the  Bible  class,  provision  of 
this  sort  has  been  found  very  serviceable  in  English  towns  and 
cities.  But  it  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  particularize  the 
methods  which  must  be  varied  according  to  the  locality  and 
the  circumstances.  We  simply  design  to  call  attention  to  the 
general  subject  as  one  well  worthy  of  careful  and  practical 
thought  on  the  part  of  all  engaged  in  the  work  of  our  Associa- 
tions. 

A  MODEL  LIBRARIAN. 

The  following  suggestive  narrative  is  taken  from  a  Western 
paper. 

"  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Is  an  enterprising  city  of  90,000  inhabitants. 
Some  years  ago  a  library  was  started  in  a  lawyer's  office  in  this 
town.  It  was  a  small  affair,  not  much  used,  and  of  no  great  ac- 
count any  way.  But  it  met  a  want,  found  friends  and  grew.  Pres- 
ently it  was  put  into  a  couple  of  large  quiet  rooms,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  Miss  Martha  Chaddock,  a  young  woman  of  singular 
tact,  intelligence  and  energy,  who  devotes  herself  to  its  interests 
with  remarkable  success.  It  now  numbers  8,000  volumes  of  well 
selected  books,  has  some  thirty  or  forty  magazines  on  its  reading 
table,  and  a  few  of  the  best  papers  on  its  rack.  It  is  the  popular 
Institution  of  the  city,  is  visited  by  hundreds  every  week,  is  the 
rendezvous  of  the  most  intelligent  and  cultivated  people  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and  its  reading-room  is  constantly  occupied  by  readers  ol 
both  sexes  and  alt  ages.  There  may  be  seen  a  dozen  boys  and  girls 
quietly  reading  side  by  side,  and  generally  books  selected  by  the 


discriminating  librarian.  A  boy  brings  in  a  book  for  exchange, 
and  Miss  Chaddock  is  overheard  saying  "  Tou  have  read  fiction 
enough  for  the  present,  John  ;  here  is  a  book  about  birds  that  will 
interest  you,  and  I  want  you  to  take  this  this  time."  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  John  to  say  "no *  to  anything  that  sweet,  kind,  motherly 
woman  asks,  and  he  devours  the  birds,  feathers  and  all.  Young 
ladies  are  constantly  invited  to  read  the  best  books,  and  to  talk 
about  their  contents,  until  they  are  ashamed  to  take  even  the  best 
novels  all  the  time.  Professional  men  go  to  the  librarian  for  the 
facts  that  bear  directly  on  the  case  they  have  in  hand ;  and  she  re- 
fers them  to  the  volume  if  not  the  chapter  and  page,  where  they 
may  find  what  they  want.  And  so  in  the  quietest  manner,  with- 
out a  particle  of  noise  or  ostentation,  this  young  woman  is  using 
these  volumes  as  a  means  of  culture,  refinement,  and  virtue,  and 
making  what  is  generally  allowed  to  be  a  mere  pool  of  stagnant 
literary  entertainment,  a  fountain- spring  of  the  best  intellectual 
and  moral  influence. 

Our  Association  libraries  are  designed  to  exert  just  this  whole- 
some ennobling  influence,  and  to  all  connected  with  their  man- 
agement we  commend  this  admirable  example,  "  This  library,'' 
adds  the  writer  of  the  above,"  has  been  made  what  it  is  by 
the  tact  and  energy  of  its  keeper." 


WANTED!  FIVE    HUNDRED  BIBLE  CLASSE& 

Pbotkstaut  Christians  are  accused  of  making  an  idol  of  the 
Biblo.  If  this  is  true  to  many  it  is  as  dumb  an  idol,  as  tfxe 
image  of  wood  or  stone,  for  ignorance  of  the  word  of  Ood  is 
the  sin  as  well  as  the  misfortune  of  the  Christians  of  this  day. 

It  is  part  of  the  *vork  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions to  encourage  the  study  of  the  Bible.  A  few  societies  seem 
to  think  so.  Fifty-two  report  that  they  have  Bible  classes.  We 
want  ten  times  as  many,  and  we  would  that  all  our  Associations  in 
the  land  were  alike  in  this  respect. 

The  Associations  can  certainly  be  trusted  with  the  study  of 
the  Bible  as  well  as  with  the  preaching  of  its  truths.  Christian 
young  men  Indeed  have  differences  of  opinion  upon  some  re- 
ligious matters  and  of  course  each  looks  to  the  Bible  as  the  au- 
thor of  his  views,  yet  in  studying  the  sacred  volume  together 
they  will  be  astonished  to  find  how  few  are  the  verses  by 
differing  interpretations  of  which  the  church  of  Christ  has  been 
split  into  denominations.  Pursuing  this  catholic  method  of 
study  men  will  become  Catholic  Christians,  more  conscious  of 
their  family  likeness  than  of  the  points  in  which  they  differ. 

Prayer,  private  and  public,  is  the  breath  of  life  to  the  soul, 
but  the  Christian  cannot  live  by  breath  alone,  he  must  be  nour- 
ished also  by  the  bread  of  life — by  "  every  word  that  proceedeth 
out  of  the  mouth  of  God,"  and  the  Bible  is  the  rev  caled  word  of 
God.  Jesus  said :  "  The  words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are 
spirit  and  they  are  life."  And  the  more  we  study  and  understand 
these  words  the  more  of  life  we  have.  The  Bible  class  not  only 
teaches  the  Bible  as  no  private  study  can,  but  in  the  case  of 
most  young  men  it  gives  the  willingness  as  well  as  the  ability 
to  study  in  private. 

The  work  of  our  Associations  is  to  teach  young  Christians  to 
be  better  Christians  and  how  is  this  to  be  done  except  by  per- 
suading them  to  study  Christ  revealed  in  the  Word  of  God  ! 
Our  work  is  to  convert  sinners.  Are  we  to  use  man's  words  only  1 
The  Bible  is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  and  in  the  Bible  class  it 
has  free  scope,  and  any  one  who  has  had  much  to'  do  with  a 
real  Bible  class  knows  what  a  sure  means  of  conversion  it  is. 
Where  two  or  three  meet  together  to  study  Jesus'  Word,  Jesus 
is  sure  to  be  in  the  midst  of  them.  Those  who  are  converted 
and  built  up  in  a  Bible  class  are  the  best  sort  of  Christians. 
They  do  not  disappear  in  a  night — they  endure  and  can  be  used 
and  depended  on.  Our  work  is  to  set  our  members  to  work, 
and  what  can  they  do  unless  they  know  Row  to  use  the  Chris- 
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tun's  chief  weapon,  the  Bible.  Do  you  want  your  young  men 
to  preach  to  the  people  or  do  any  work  for  Christ  ?  Send  them 
to  school  in  the  Bible  class  and  they  will  learn  how.  Let  n 
man  know  his  Bible  and  be  filled  with  its  spirit  and  he  is  fitted 
E9*  work.  Anything  that  he  may  need  will  come  to  him  in  the 
course  of  this  matchless  study.  A  Bible  class  teacher  need  not 
necessarily  be  a  clergyman.  Laymen  sometimes  teach  better 
than  their  pastors,  and  there  have  been  laymen  at  whose  feet 
Doctors  of  Divinity  might  hare  sat  with  profit.  We  strongly  urge 
every  Association  that  has  not  already  done  so  to  begin  a  Bible 
class.  Secure  if  possible  the  attendance  of  every  member.  Feed- 
ing on  the  bread  of  life  your  members  will  become  strong  for  all 
Christian  work,  and  the  influence  of  the  Association  will  be 
felt  and  recognized  throughout  the  community. 


MORE  BUILDING  FUNDS. 

Ik  Toronto,  and  Montreal,  Canada,  the  past  month  good 
progress  has  been  made  toward  securing  an  edifice  for  the  Asso- 
.  elation  in  each  of  these  cities.  At  the  close  of  the  recent  Lay 
men's  Institute  in  Toronto,  on  the  evening  of  September  16th, 
$7,500  were  raised  for  a  building  and  since  then  the  sum  has 
been  increased  to  over  $9,000. 

Soon  after  at  the  close  of  a  similar  Laymen's  Institute  in 
Montreal,  a  large  meeting  was  held.  Mr.  E.  A.  Bumell,  of 
Aurora,  HI.,  who  had  helped  forward  the  good  work  in  Toronto, 
was  here  also.  Mr.  T.  James  Claxton  presided,  $18,801  was 
subscribed  the  money  being  promised  on  condition  that  $25,000 
should  be  raised.  We  give  the  list  of  subscribers  in  an  other  col- 
umn. Cheering  telegrams  were  received  from  Gen.  Howard  of 
Washington,  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  and  Mr.  P.  B.  Sim- 
mons, of  Philadelphia. 

From  Toronto  came  the  following; 

"  The  list  for  Building  so  far  good  for  nine  thousand  dollars. 
Entertained  favorably  everywhere ;  regard  issue  as  certain ;  expect 
noble  things  from  Montreal.    (Signed)  John  Macdonald. 

From  Haliiax.  Our  Convention  at  Charlottetown  was  a  great 
■access.  All  alive ;  wish  Bnrnell  was  here ;  we  are  determined  to 
have  an  Association  building,  and  await  example  of  Montreal. 
(Signed)  J.  S.  McLean. 

But  our  British  brethren  are  not  alone  -  in  this  enter- 
prize.  In  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey  we  are  informed 
$8,000  has  been  already  raised  and  deposited  in  the  bank 
toward  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  flourishing  Associa- 
tion in  that  city.  The  money  was  secured  chiefly  through  the 
agency  of  the  Christian  ladies  of  New  Brunswick.  In  Mont- 
clair,  New  Jersey,  a  similar  attempt  has  been  made  and  at  the 
late  New  Brunswick  Convention  delegates  expressed  the  hope 
that  within  a  year  they  might  occupy  an  edifice  of  their  own. 

In  West  Meriden,  Ct,  the  Associations  owns  a  lot  and  build- 
ings worth  $14,000.  The  property  was  bought  several  years 
ago  by  money  subscribed  by  some  of  the  citizens  of  that  place. 


THE  DAT  OF  PRATER 

Ok  the  second  Lord's  day  in  this  month,  multitudes  of 
Christians  in  hundreds  of  churches  will  offer  united  prayer  to 
Clod  for  his  blessing  upon  the  work  of  Toung  Men's  Christian 
Associations  all  over  the  world.  According  to  our  faith,  the 
Lord  will  deal  with  us.  Knowing  his  gracious  willingness  to 
hear,  and  his  almighty  power  to  bestow,  let  us  all  be  earnest 
and  instant  in  prayer,  that  this  day  may  mark  the  beginning 
with  us  of  a  new  era  of  devoted,  loving,  fruitful  labor  for  Him 
who  has  redeemed  us,  and  for  the  perishing  multitudes  He 
came  to  seek  and  save. 

The  following  circular  has  been  lately  sent  to  Associations  in 
this  and  foreign  lands. 
Dear  Brethren  : 

The  Indianapolis  Convention,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in 


the  past,  recommended  that  the  Associations  of  America  observe 
the  second  Sabbath  in  November  next  as  a  Day  of  Prayer  for  God's 
blessing  on  the  work  of  these  Societies  throughout  the  world. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  recommendation  will  be  heartily  adopted  by 
every  one  of  our  Societies,  and  that  arrangements  will  be  made  in 
each  for  a  special  service  in  the  ordinary  meeting  room,  and  also 
that  pastors  and  preachers  will  be  invited  to  make  special  mention 
of  this  cause  in  the  public  worship,  and  if  possible  to  preach  ser- 
mons specially  bearing  upon  Association  work,  or  the  needs  of 
young  men.  Above  all,  let  the  membership  on  that  day  remember 
this  great  work  in  their  private  devotions. 

God  has  richly  blessed  the  efforts  put  forth  in  the  past,  and 
especially  has  He  blessed  the  meetings  held  in  observance  of  this 
recommendation  In  other  days. 

As  instructed  by  the  Convention,  the  Committee  cordially  Invites 
the  Associations  in  other  lands,  who  have  with  such  fraternal 
sympathy  united  with  us  on  this  day  in  years  past,  to  again  join  the 
American  Societies  in  imploring  the  Divine  blessing  upon  our 
common  work. 
Seu  York,  8th  October  1870.      Signed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 


STATE  CONVENTIONS  TET  TO  COME. 

We  go  to  press  before  receiving  reports  of  the  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Connecticut  Conventions.  These  will  all  be  noticed  in 
our  next  paper. 

The  following  conventions  are  yet  to  meet,  the  Pennsylvania 
Convention  having  been  last  month  postponed  till  November. 
State.  Time,  Place. 

Ohio November  4 Cincinnati. 

"Wisconsin November  8 Janesville. 

Pennsylvania November  8 Scranton. 

Minnesota Jan.  11, 1871 Rochester. 

Iowa April,  4, Iowa  City. 

Michigan Jackson. 

Indiana.   Greencastle. 


STATE  CONVENTION  AT  NEW  BRUNSWICK, 
N.  J. 

The  New  Jersey  Convention  continued  in  session  but  a  day  and 
a  half,  meeting  in  New  Brunswick  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday, 
Sept.  28,  and  adjourning  Thursday  evening.  It  was  wisely  resolved 
next  year  to  meet  on  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed  for  the 
opening  of  the  Convention,  that  more  time  might  be  secured.  The 
fact,  however,  that  they  had  but  a  few  hours  together,  induced 
among  the  delegates  a  promptness  and  despatch  in  their  sessions 
worthy  of  all  imitation. 

Called  to  order  promptly  by  Mr.  0.  0.  Laihrop  of  Newark,  presi- 
ding officer  last  year,  a  permanent  organisation  was  effected,  the 
excellent  report  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Carlton,  corresponding  member  for 
the  State,  was  read,  and  brief  pithy  accounts  of  the  sixteen  Associa- 
tions represented  were  given  by  the  delegates — all  before  the  dose  of 
the  afternoon  session. 

The  permanent  officers  ohosen  were: 

President— Hon.  John  Hill,  of  Boonton. 

Vice-President* — Hon.  James  Bishop,  of  New  Brunswick ;  James 
R.  Williamson,  Jersey  City;  James  Buchanan,  Trenton;  Charles 
B.  Morris,  Montclair ;  Prof  David  Murray,  New  Brunswick. 

Secretaries— James  J.  Beeves,  Bridgeton ;  Henry  T.  Holt,  Jersey 
City. 

Mr.  Carlton's  report  states  that  during  the  year  eight  new  Asso- 
ciations had  been  added  to  the  roll  of  the  Convention.  Six  of  these 
were  new  societies  organized  at  Atlantic  City,  Bordentown,  Boon- 
ton,  Freehold,  Hightstown,  and  Toms  River.  There  are  now  thir- 
ty-two Associations  in  the  State.  Of  these,  seventeen  report  a  mem- 
bership of  8,418,  of  which  2,076  are  active  and  1,046  associate 
members.  Four  Associations  report  226  conversions.  Attention 
was  called  by  the  Committee  to  the  observance  of  the  day  of  prayer ; 
the  support  of  the  Association  Monthly  ;  the  circulation  of  the 
hymn  book  entitled  "Songs  of  Devotion;"  the  introduction  into 
the  next  Convention  of  a  Layman's  Institute ;  the  formation  of  a 
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State  Association  ;  and  the  seouring  of  a  competent  agent  to  tra- 
verse the  State  to  establish  new  Associations,  andpromote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  work  wherever  his  labors  are  deemed  desirable. 

Very  encouraging  reports  were  made  of  the  progress  of  the  work 
in  Boonton,  Newark,  and  in  New  Brunswiok ;  and  Bridgeton,  after 
Trenton  the  oldest  Association  in  the  State,  was  this  year  for  the 
first  time  represented  in  the  State  Convention.  Further  details  of 
the  work  reported  by  delegates  will  be  found  under  News  of  Asso- 
ciations. 

The  discussions  were  practical,  Messrs.  C.  C.  Lathrop  and  H. 
M  Burnet  of  Newark,  A.  O.  Van  Lennep  of  Montolair,  Dr.  English 
of  New  Brunswick,  J.  A.  Beeoher  of  Trenton,  the  officers  of  the 
Convention,  and  many  others  participating. 

Messrs.  James  Stokes,  Jr.,  and  T.  G.  Sellew,  Jr.,  of  New  York, 
represented  the  General  Executive  Committee  at  the  Convention. 

Special  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  need  of  individual  effort  and 
personal  consecration.  The  importance  of  securing  a  building  for  a 
home  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  Association  was  very  warmly 
advocated. 

The  observance  of  the  Day  of  Prayer  for  our  Associations,  Sun* 
day,  Nov.  13,  was  earnestly  recommended  to  the  brethren. 

Among  items  of  business  first  in  importance  was  the  appointment 
of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  who  consist  of  Messrs.  "W.  J. 
Carlton  of  Elizabeth,  C.  C.  Lathrop  of  Newark,  Jameson  of  Bricks- 
burg,  J.  A.  Beeoher  of  Trenton,  C.  B.  Morris  of  Montclair,  and 
J.  J.  Beeves  of  Bridgeton. 

The  desirableness  and  necessity  of  sustaining  the  Association 
Monthly  were  very  forcibly  presented  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Sellew,  Jr.,  of 
the  General  Executive  Committee ;  much  interest  was  taken  in  the 
paper,  and,  on  motion,  the  roll  of  delegates  was  called,  each  naming 
the  number  of  subscribers  for  whioh,  not  the  Association,  but  he 
personally,  would  be  responsible.  This  is  a  method  we  commend 
to  all  our  Conventions. 

The  "Songs  of  Devotion"  for  Christian  Associations,  by  Mr. 
Doane,  were  used  by  the  delegates  in  the  service  of  song,  and  gave 
great  satisfaction. 

VERMONT  STATE  CONVENTION. 

IN  ST.   JOHN8BUBY. 

An  open  air  service,  Monday  evening,  October  10th,  led  by  Mr. 
D.  W.  Moody  of  Chicago,  was  the  opening  preliminary  meeting  of 
the  Convention.  It  was  followed  by  an  evening  service  in  the 
hall  of  the  Avenue  House,  where  the  pertinent  subject  of  the  object, 
use  and  influence  of  such  Conventions  was  discuss-  d  with  practical 
point  and  emphasis  by  Mr.  Moody.  He  showed  very  forbibly  what 
a  power  for  good  these  gatherings  have  been  for  many  years  in 
various  parts  of  the  country. 

On  Tuesday,  after  an  introductory  address  of  earnest  appeal  from 
Mr.  L.  O.  Bra'tow,  the  following  permanent  officers  were  chosen : 

Pr—Utnt :  Rev.  L.  H .  Cob  b. 

Vict  PrttUmto :  W.  C.  Dillingham,  L.  O.  Braatow. 

BecraarUt :  L.  W.  Hawlejr,  George  May,  Frank  Bailer. 

George  E.  Davis,  Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Com.  in  his 
report  says :  No.  of  Associations  in  the  State,  53 ;  No.  reporting,  21 ; 
members  in  21  Associations,  1,060  ;  prayer  meetings  sustained  by 
fifteen  Associations  reporting,  37 ;  at  which  the  average  attendance 
was  38.  The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  S.  B.  Douglas,  has 
visited  forty  two  of  the  Associations.  The  Treasurer  made  a  report 
showing  that  there  is  a  debt  of  $151,01  resting  on  the  State  Con- 
vention. 

Delegates  from  eighteen  Associations  gave  interesting  verbal  re- 
ports of  the  progress  of  the  work  in  the  State.  The  Convention  con- 
ti  aned  in  session  till  Wednesday  afternoon,  hearing  spirited  dis. 
cussions  on  "  Our  Difficulties,"  "  Our  need  of  Bible  Study,"  "  The 
Man  of  One  Talent,"  "  The  Pecuniary  Obligation  of  Religion,"  "The 
Symmetry  of  Christian  Character "  and  the  "  Responsibilities  of 
Young'  Men."  Prof.  G.  W.  Webber,  of  Middlebury  College  urged 
with  great  practicality  and  cogency  the  importance  of  a  more  thor- 
ough tludy,  not  simply  reading  of  the  Word  of  God.  Mr.  Moody 
very  warmly  seconded  the  appeal. 


Mr.  Cephas  Brainard  of  New  York,  represented  the  General  Ex- 
ecutive committee,  taking  part  in  the  discussions  and  appealing  to 
the  delegates  for  a  more  extensive  circulation  among  them  of  the 
Association  Monthly. 

Among  others  taking  prominent  part  in  the  stirring  discussions 
were  Mr.  O.  B.  Douglas,  State  corresponding  member,  Rev.  J.  C. 
W.  Coxe,  of  Springfield ;  CoL  C.  G.  Thompson,  of  Indiana ;  Mr.  T.E. 
Grafton  from  Montreal ;  Rev.  Mr.  Palmer,  of  Wells  River ;  Rev.  L. 
J.  Matteson,  of  Brattleboro' ;  and  Col.  A.  M.  Dickey,  of  Bradford. 

The  success  of  the  Convention  was  remarkable.  A  good  impulse 
was  given  to  the  work,  and  all  united  in  pronouncing  it  one  of  the 
most  profitable  and  useful  gatherings  ever  convened  in  the  State. 
May  the  Lord's  blessing  make  it  a  power  for  good  throughout  Ver- 
mont. 


STATE  CONVENTION   OP  MASSACHUSETTS 

Three  hundred  delegates  from  sixty  Associations  constituted  the 
late  Massachusetts  Convention  which  met  in  Chelsea  Thursday 
morning  Oct.  13th.    The  permanent  officers  were 

Pre* dent .-  Rev.  B.  F.  Upbam.  Boeton. 

Vice  FraUtnlt :  Rev.  C.  J.  Baldwin,  of  Chelsea ;  A.  E.  Ferry,  Belehertown  ; 
Mosea  W.  Fond. Bolton;  J.  Angler  Chaae, Fall  River;  and  Rev.  J.  M.  Greene, 
Lowell. 

Stcretarlu :  George  R.  Cutting,  Amherst ;  D.  A.  Ball,  Spenoer ;  O.  K.  Kyle, 
Lowell. 

The  opening  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Murray, 
pastor  of  the  Park  Street  Church,  Boston.  His  theme  was  Manly 
Christianity,  the  only  term  he  thought  which  covered  the  ground 
of  complete  Christianity.  The  entire  man,  body,  soul  and  spirit 
emotions  and  sympathies  as  well  as  tastes  and  passions  was  to  be 
influenced  and  purified  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  To  pro- 
mote and  develop  this  highest  type  of  manliness  should  be  the  aim 
of  our  Associations. 

Brief  reports  from  various  Associations  gave  encouraging  and 
instructive  accounts  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  year. 

The  discussion  during  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  upon  "  The  dif- 
ficulties of  our  work  was  closed  by  an  admirable  address  by  Mr. 
Moody,  of  Chicago :  "  If  things  look  dark  and  g'oomy,  don't  talk 
gloomily.  Always  look  on  the  bright  side  and  talk  of  the  joys  of 
the  Christian  religion.  The  reason  money  is  not  raised  more  easi- 
ly is,  because  too  little  is  asked  for.  Lay  out  the  work  for  commit- 
tees, put  a  live  man  as  chairman  and  tell  him  not  to  do  all  the  work. 
One  design  of  the  Association  was  to.  teach  the  members  to  work. 
Yoke  a  live  and  a  dead  man  together,  and  make  them  work.  The 
minister  who  did  the  most  work  was  not  as  succesful  as  the  min- 
ister who  had  the  faculty  of  getting  all  the  congregation  to  work. 
Put  all  complainers  on  committees  and  they  will  be  silenced. 

The  temperance  question  caused  a  lively  and  interesting  di  v  ng. 
sion,  Rev.  E.  H.  Richardson,  of  Westfield,  opening  the  to-nJr,  \t 
the  close  a  resolution  was  passed  by  a  rising  vote  recor."  '•■-■-.  _'  po- 
test against  any  concession  of  Christians  to  the  liquor  i.atnc,"  and 
an  "  unalterable  determination  to  use  every  means,  legal,  moral,  or 
by  the  bollot  box,  which  in  their  individual  opinion  will  be  most 
effective  in  driving  this  unmitigated  scourge  from  our  goodly  Com- 
monwealth." 

"TOT  BIBLE  THB  CHRISTIAN'S  OUTFIT.'' 

This  theme  was  instructively  begun  by  Hov.  H.  M.  Parsons,  of 
Springfield  :  "  Our  business  as  servants  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
simply  and  only  to  reveal  Him  to  others.  All  the  outfit  needed 
for  the  Christian  is  simply  the  Word  of  God.  We  must  have  a 
living,  practical,  experimental  knowledge  by  faith  of  the  Man  who 
stood  in  the  Holy  Book  from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  offering  life 
and  salvation  to  every  comer.  People  do  not  go  to  the  Word  as 
little  children.  They  undertake  to  define,  interpret  and  explain 
with  the  intellect ;  this  practice  can  never  open  the  Bible  as  H 
should  be  opened.  Search  must  be  always  made  for  the  Man 
Christ  Jesus.  If  He  is  not  found  the  searchers  accomplish  nothing. 
Mr.  D.  L.  Moody  of  Chicago,  heartily  endorsed  everything  Mr. 
Parsons  had  said,  and  advised  every  young  man  in  Massachusetts 
never  to  go  to  church  or  meeting  without  a  reference  Bible,  and  to 
study  it  well  that  he  might  find  the  joyful  Christianity  that  was 
contained  in  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1870.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


303 


Mr.  Cephas  Bra'nard,  of  New  York,  and  chairman  of  the  General 
Committee  gave  an  address  on  the  "  Permanency  of  our  Aseocia" 
tions,"  emphasising  the  importance  of  laboring  first  and  chiefly  for 
young  men.  He  regretted  that  the  Chelsea  Association  had  given 
up  their  rooms  to  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  Sunday  school 
■work.  To  promote  the  permanency  of  Associations  it  was  desira- 
ble to  increase  as  rapidly  as  possible  edifices  of  our  own  and  to  cul- 
tivate frequent  fraternal  intercourse  among  our  800  societies.  To 
circulate  extensively  and  thus  sustain  efficiently  the  Association 
Monthly  would  contribute  to  this  desirable  end. 

"  The  sociableness  of  Christianity,"  and  "  The  Pecuniary  Obliga- 
tions of  Religion  "  were  profitable  themes  discussed  by  Be  v.  J.  O. 
Peck,  of  Springfield,  and  Rev.  D.  C.  Eddy,  D.  D. 

Deep  interest  attended  the  farewell  services,  and  impressive  ad" 
dresses  were  made  by  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  111.,  D.  L.  Moody, 
4fnd  others,  and  the  delegates  separated  stirred  to  unwonted  en- 
thusiasm in  the  blessed  cause  of  winning  men  to  Christ. 

THE  RHODE  ISLAND  STATE  CONVENTION 
AT   PAWTTJCKBT. 

Thb  Third  Annual  Convention  of  our  Associations  in  Rhode 
Island,  met  at  Pawtucket,  October  10th.  Rev.  G.  H.  Bullen,  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  church  in  which  the  delegates  assembled,  gave  an 
address  of  welcome.  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Illinois,  made  some 
interesting  statements  about  Laymen's  Institutes. 

The  following  permanent  officers  were  then  chosen : 
PrtMOmt.  Rev.  O.H.  8p»ol  ding,  of  Pawtncket. 

met  PntUmf.  J.  H.  Kendrlek,  of  Providence:  P.  B.  TUllnghut,  of  Pawtucket; 
Wm.  H.  Spooner,  of  Bristol ;  B.  V.  Latimer,  of  Westerly  ;  Her.  8.  D.  Ashley,  of 
Wyoming  j  O.  C.  Barrows,  of  Olneyville ; 
Aeerstanes.   A.  E.  Nlckereon,  of  Pawtncket ;  and  P.  Skinner  of  Bristol. 

After  considering  the  religions  wants  of  the  State,  the  "  means 
of  promoting  the  growth  Of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. "  were  discussed  by  Mr. 
E.  R.  Holden,  corresponding  member  for  the  State,  Mr.  Gulliver, 
of  Pawtucket,  and  others,  Mr.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  closing  the  debate 
in  an  appeal  for  the  thorough  and  systematic  laying  out  of  the 
work,  and  for  competent  men  to  carry  it  out. 

The  resolutions,  finally  passed,  which  sum  up  the  results  of  the 
convention,  lay  special  emphasis  on  the  erection  of  Association 
buildings,  the  formation  of  more  societies  in  the  state,  the  holding 
of  Laymen's  Institutes,  the  more  general  circulation  of  the  "  Asso- 
ciation Monthly  "  and  increased  activity  in  suppressing  intemper- 
ance and  in  promoting  the  better  observance  of  the  Lord's  day. 

After  an  interesting  farewell  meeting  Wednesday  evening,  the 
brethren  adjourned  with  new  purpose  to  work  efficiently  in  the 
Master's  cause.  The  sessions  were  more  largely  attended  and 
the  discussions  more  interestingly  and  profitably  sustained  than  in 
any  previous  convention, 

Mr.  E.  R.  Holden,  State  corresponding  member,  writes :  "  We 
have  just  closed  one  of  the  best  conventions  which  I  have  been  per- 
mitted to  attend.  For  practical  results  it  was  far  ahead  of  the  two 
previous.  We  consider  we  were  highly  favored  in  having  with  us 
from  Illinois  Messrs.  Burnell  and  Moody,  they  have  given  us  valu- 
able assistance.  Our  pasters  were  in  attendance  in  large  numbers 
Upon  the  question  as  to  What  are  our  hindrances  and  how  shall 
we  overcome  them,  there  was  a  very  thorough  discussion.  Rev. 
J.  G.  Vose  of  Providence,  took  a  noble  stand  in  behalf  of  the  young 
men  and  said  he  thought  the  young  men  had  borne  the  hindrances 
with  an  excellent  spirit,  showing  admirable  patience  when  otherg 
seemed  to  be  cold  or  indifferent,  and  thus  commending  the  Associ- 
ation to  the  churches. 

A  question  which  was  of  vital  importance  to  us,  and  no  doubt  is 
to  many  of  the  Associations  of  the  land,  was :  What  shall  we  do 
with  a  class  of  people  who  are  to  be  found  in  every  community  who 
have  been  dismissed  by  the  churches,  and  now  hang  around  the 
various  meetings  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  taking  up  precious  time  which 
others  ought  to  occupy  t  Mr.  Moody  advised  going  to  them  and 
telling  them  plainly  that  they  must  cease  taking  part ;  let  them 
understand  fully  what  is  meant.  There  are  no  doubt  many  Asso- 
ciations in  trouble  aud  weak  in  the  meetings  for  prayer  by  al- 
lowing this  element  to  rule.  The  sentiment  in  the  Convention 
was:  "  Stop  thorn,  stop  them,  or  lose  your  power." 


QUESTION    DRAWEE. 

We  will  gladly  receive  for  this  department  questions  on  subjects  connected  with 
the  work  of  oar  Associations ;  careful  attention  will  be  given  to  replies. 


Q. — Is  it  right  to  fill  our  Association  libraries  with  novels,  provid- 
ed their  teachings  are  free  from  irreligion  and  licentiousness  ? 

Answer  by  Verranut  Morte,  M.  D. — No.  Young  men  should  not 
be  encouraged  to  waste  their  time  with  books  that  have  no  tenden- 
cy to  strengthen  their  moral  or  mental  powers,  nor  to  cram  their 
minds  with  crude  trash  or  attenuated  sentimentalism,  until  they 
become  too  weak  and  dyspeptio  to  digest  intellectual  food,  unless 
diluted  thinner  than  water  grueL 

Q. — Certain  members  of  our  Association  are  accustomed  to  resort 
to  the  rooms  for  levity  which  often  assumes  a  boisterous  character. 
Sow  shall  they  be  dealt  with? 

Ant. — Seek  to  have  impressed  upon  your  own  mind  the  religious 
object  which  the  Association  contemplates.  Go  to  them  one  by  one 
with  your  mind  thus  impressed.  Talk  to  them  cheerfully  and 
pleasantly,  yet  with  seriousness  as  to  the  work,  the  spirit,  temper, 
and  manner  which  should  characterize  others  engaged  in  it,  and 
ask  them  to  make  the  work  of  the  Association  a  special  subject  of 
private  prayer.  Remember  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  the  Chris- 
tan's  privilege  to  be  happy  and  merry. 

Q. — There  is  little  spiritual  growth  in  our  Association  What  shall 
we  do  to  develop  it  t 

Ant. — First  make  the  spiritual  condition  of  your  Association  a 
subject  of  fasting  and  prayer.  Then  call  on  eight  or  ten  of  your 
best  men  separately  and  invite  them  to  meet  you  for  prayer  and 
conference  on  the  subject.  At  the  close  of  the  first  meeting  induce 
each  of  them  to  visit  and  convene  with  at  least  ten  of  their  fellow- 
members  who  manifest  but  a  partial  interest  in  your  spiritual 
work,  doing  this  with  a  view  to  secure  their  attendance  at  your 
prayer  meetings  and  to  induce  each  to  bring  one  unconverted  young 
man  into  prayer  meeting.  Make  your  meetings  not  only  a  subject 
of  prayer  but  of  general  conversation  among  all  the  young  men 
that  you  may  meet ;  while  using  every  means  that  experience  and 
good  judgment  may  dictate,  depend  entirely  upon  God's  blessing. 

Q. — I  am  chairman  of  the  committee  on  visitation  of  the  sick  in 
a  large  town  having  a  fund  for  relief,  etc.  It  it  advisable  to  extend 
relief  to  othert  than  young  men  who  are  members  of  our  Associa- 
tion f 

Ant. Certainly.    God  forbid  that  it  should  be  said  at  the  last 

day,  to  any  member  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  "  I 
was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  not  in,  sick,  and  ye  visited  me  not." 

Q._We  have  an  excellent  brother  who  regularly  attends  our 
meetings  and  when  he  speaks  or  prays  never  mils  to  produce  a 
chilling  effect  on  the  meeting.    How  can  tee  remedy  this  t 

Ans.—8eek.  an  interview  with  him  and  tell  him  with  great  affec- 
tion and  real  tenderness,  of  the  Influence  which  he  has  upon  the 
meeting.  If  there  is  any  likelihood  of  producing  a  reformation  in 
his  manner  suggest  methods;  if  not,  ask  him  frankly  to  refrain 
from  participating  in  the  meeting. 

q, The  Secretary  of  a  Canadian  Association  in  a  small  town 

where  the  Protestant  population  is  only  a  handful  and  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Association  have  taken  the  form  of  Union  prayer  meet- 
ings, asks  How  shall  we  make  the  Atsoeiation  work  attra(tive  f 

Ant. — Band  together  a  few  zealous  Christian  young  men  who  feel 
the  importance  of  the  work,  and  are  willing  to  make  self-denying 
effort.  Securing  these  yon  have  more  than  half  accomplished  the 
result  aimed  at.  Seek  to  awaken  in  the  union  prayer  meeting 
more  interest  in  the  special  work  of  reaching  young  men  with  the 
Gospel.  Establish  a  reading  room,  and  let  some  one  of  the  earnest 
workers  be  there  every,  or  almost  overy  evening  in  the  week  to  hold 
just  before  closing  the  room,  a  brief  service  of  evening  worship. 

In  the  summer  time  make  every  effort  to  hold  in  a  fitting  place, 
an  open  air  service,  as  one  of  the  most  effective  methods  now  in  use 
to  bring  Romanists  witin  the  sound  of  the  Gospel. 
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SnrforutB  front  tjjt  Ifinyti  B«iiug. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  oar  Committee.  from  Secretaries  and  other  offl- 
oers  of  the  Associations  and  from  all  Interested  In  oar  daily  or  weekly  prnyer- 
mci-tlnas  we  will  welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or 
narratod  In  any  of  these  meetings. 


Out  of  the  Shadow  into  the  Sunlight.  Prayer  woe 
asked  some  months  ago  at  one  of  oar  daily  meetings  for  a  young 
man  an  active  member  of  the  Association  who  had  lately  with 
drawn  to  an  associate  membership  because  he  had  been  led  to  doubt 
the  Deity  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Knowing  the  inconsistency  of 
such  doubts  with  bis  position  in  the  Association,  yet  warmly  at- 
tached to  the  institution  and  society  with  which  he  had  long  been 
pleasantly  connected,  he  desired  to  continue  his  membership  with 
us  and  was  frequently  at  our  rooms.  Earnest  prayer  was  offered 
for  him  that  he  might  not  be  left  to  wander  in  the  dark  region  of 
doubt  he  had  entered  but  that  his  wayward  feet  might  be  directed 
into  the  path  that  "  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 
Several  months  passed  by  and  a  few  weeks  ago  the  one  who  had 
asked  prayer  for  his  friend  rose  to  tell  a  joyful  story.  The  wan- 
derer had  returned.  Having  joined  a  Unitarian  church  he  found 
not  the  comfort  he  sought ;  chilled  and  dissatisfied  he  was  gracious- 
ly led  to  see  how  far  astray  he  had  wandered.  He  returned  to 
listen  again  to  the  preaching  of  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified. 
Before  many  weeks  he  sought  his  friend  again  to  te  1  him  that  he 
had  found  peace  in  believing  in  Jesus  and  was  again  a  member  of 
the  church  that  accepts  and  confesses  "  Christ  who  is  over  all,  God 
blessed  forever."    (Bom.  ix.  5.) 

Speaking  of  his  late  sad  experience  he  said  :  "  Nothing  but  bald 
infidelity  stared  me  in  the  face.  Turning  away  from  the  Lord  Je- 
sus I  was  driven  to  that  gloomy,  cheerless  conclusion :"  and  so 
where  prayers  had  been  offered  for  the  wanderer,  praises  were  sung 
and  thanks  givan  that  he  had  been  led  safely  back  to  the  fold  of 
Christ.  . 

Ho  Service  for  Christ  Menial.  The  washing  of  the  dis- 
ciples' feet  (John  xiii.)  was  the  subject  before  the  meeting.  One 
speaker  objected  to  the  expression  "  menial  service  "  which  had 
been  used  by  another.  "  No  service,"  said  he, "  is  menial,  which  is 
done  from  Christian  motives  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  an- 
other," and  than  went  on  to  show  that  the  easiest  method  of  inter- 
esting the  poor  in  religious  things  is  to  show  them  kindness  even 
in  the  humblest  matters.  He  spoke  of  a  teacher  who  stopped  at  a 
poor  hut  one  cold  morning  on  his  way  to  Sabbath  school  where  he 
found.a  poor  woman  sick  in  bed,  with  a  little  boy  who  was  too  small 
to  be  of  much  service  There  was  no  fire.  The  stove  was  full  of 
ashes,  and  the  gentleman  had  to  take  out  the  ashes  with  his  hands, 
for  there  was  no  shovel.  Then  he  went  out  and  picked  up  some 
wood.  When  he  returned  from  his  school  the  woman  looked  warm 
and  cheerful.  It  happened  that  the  woman  was  a  Catholic.  And 
now,  while  she  goes  to  her  own  church  in  the  morning,  she  is  al- 
ways found  in  the  Protestant  church  in  the  afternoon,  and  her  little 
boy  goes  to  the  Protestant  Sunday  school,  all  brought  about  be- 
cause a  gentleman  who  had  refinement  and  wealth  was  not  afraid 
to  take  up  ashes  with  his  hands  if  he  could  thereby  benefit  a  fellow- 
creature. 

[Dally  prayer-meeting,  Chicago,  reported  In  the  Advance.] 

A  Young  Ulan  was  attracted  by  the  singing  into  the  meet- 
ing. Some  one  prayed  for  the  stranger  present  with  us.  The 
meeting  for  the  next  day  was  announced.  He  came  again  and 
was  cordially  spoken  to.  The  words  lingered  with  him.  He  car- 
ried them  three  hundred  miles  and  they  had  more  power  there 
than  on  the  spot  where  they  were  first  uttered.  They  led  him  to 
Jesus  and  he  found  peace  in  believing.  An  eminent  Christian  lady, 
Mrs.  Caroline  Talbot,  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  brought  to  us  the 
cheering  story  of  his  conversion.  Thus  another,  to  the  glory  61 
saving  grace  and  for  our  encouragement  in  the  faith  and  in  believ- 
ing prayer,  is  added  to  the  number  of  those  who  remember  our 
daily  meetings  with  a  joy  and  gratitude  that  can  never  cease. 

(Daily  Prayer-meeting,  Salem,  Ohio,] 


(Pinrrs  u\  tjjtir  (gifts. 

Noble  gifts  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  following  extract  from 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Farwell,  of  Chicago,  will  be  read  with  deep  inter- 
est. His  fine  store  Was  recently  burned,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss  upon 
himself,  but  he  immediately  published  a  card  in  which  he  says : 

"  To  the  young  men  who  exerted  themselves  bo  heroically  to 
save  property,  having  no  interest  in  it  except  to  help  those  in 
trouble,  we  are  more  than  grateful ;  and  to  the  friends  of  those  who 
lost  their  lives  in  this  work,  so  creditable  to  our  common  human- 
ity, we  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

In  memory  of  their  sacrifice  of  themselves  to  save  property,  I 
propose  to  place  my  stock  in  Farwell  Hall  Building  ($30,000)  in 
the  hands  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, for  the  nucleus  of  a  general  theological  library,  including 
standard  works  of  all  denominational  authors,  to  be  free  to  a!l 
young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry,  in  the  various  Biblical 
institutes  in  and  about  the  city,  and  also  to  the  Chicago  ministry." 

"  John  V.  Fab  well." 

In  Toronto  and  Montreal  during  the  recent  Layman's  Insti- 
tutes held  there  large  subscriptions  were  made  toward  buildings  for 
the  Y.M.C.A.  In  Toronto,  $9,000  was  promptly  raised  and  in  Mon 
treal  $15,926  has  been  promised  on  condition  that  the  subscription 
reaches  $25,000.  The  names  of  donors  are  given  in  another  column. 

Key.  Richard  C.  Hand,  who  died  in  Brooklyn  last  July,  left 
the  following  bequests:  $5,000  to  the  American  Bible  Society; 
$1,030  to  the  General  Convention  of  Vermont,  in  trust,  for  the 
relief  of  aged  and  infirm  ministers;  $1,000  to  the  Congregational 
Church,  Shoreham,  Vt. ;  $600  to  the  American  Board;  $500  to  the 
Vermont  Domestic  Missionary  Society. 

Deacon  David  Routkllb,  of  the  new  Bollstone  Church  at 
Fitchburg,  Mass.,  who  had  before  contributed  $15,000  toward  the 
church,  has  recently  celebrated  his  76th  birthday  by  appropriating 
$50,000  as  a  memorial  gift  toward  the  spire,  on  condition  tile  Soci- 
ety will  endeavor  to  pay  off  the  church  debt, 

Lieut.  Gov.  Cushxan,  of  Massachusetts,  richly  endowed  the 
Unitarian  Society  at  Bemardston,  where  he  lived.  He  gave  his 
own  eleg  int  mansion  for  a  parsonage,  and  some  $15,000  for  a  fund 
for  support  of  worship. 

Mbs.  H.  F.  Dcbant,  of  Boston,  has  given  $10,000  worth  of 
books  to  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary. 


Iwntifir  Strras. 

The  Traveller  hia  own  Photographer.  Mr.  Ernest  "A- 
wards  has  invented  a  miniature  photographic  apparatus  <•;.;• ..  ^ag 
been  improved  by  Messrs.  Murray  &  Heath  oif  Germvii  _Lt*t.  It 
will  be  a  boon  to  tourists,  for  it  can  be  carried  in  the  pocket,  or 
hung  round  the  shoulders  in  a  small  portable  case,  while  the  nec- 
essary stand  will  fold  up  into  a  staff  or  alpenstock.  The  outside 
size  of  the  camera  1*  only  8)£  inches,  the  plates  being  i%  inches. 
They  are  all  prepared  for  views,  and  will  keep  until  the  traveler's 
return  home,  when  they  can  be  developed  and  printed  by  himself 
or  by  a  professional  photographer ;  who  also,  if  it  is  desired  can  en- 
large the  small  negative  to  any  size.  The  $%  inch  negative 
lias  been  enlarged  to  24  by  19  inches  with  great  success. — Once 
Week. 

The  London  Lancet  states  that  milk  administered  daily 
has  been  found  of  avail  in  preventing  the  workers  at  lead  factories 
from  suffering  from  the  effects  of  that  metal. 

To  hake  Ink  that  shall  flow  freely  from  the  pen  and  yet  be 
composed  of  such  constituents  as  to  allow  its  evaporating  without 
thickening  the  fluid,  is  a  chemical  achievement  which,  it  would 
seem,  ought  to  have  been  accomplished  long  ago.  Cowles'  Chem- 
ical writing  fluid  has  secured  the  testimony  of  Professor  John 
Torrey  of  the  U.'  S.  Assay  Office  that,  after  careful  scientific  test,  H 
meets  these  important  requirements.  For  office  use  it  is  certainly 
a  very  satisfactory  article. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOOITIOKS. 


W  For  this  department  we  ask  contribution*  from  the  brethren  In  all  our  As- 
sociations. Items  upon  tue  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come:— 

U  New  features  In  the  work. 

t.  News  of  Conventions. 

8,  Interesting  Incidents. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5,  Communities  awakened. 

«,  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7,  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  lesst  snecess  have  been  achieved. 
^"Communications  for  any  Number  should  reach  oar  office  before  the  middle 
of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  such  number  appears . 


AT  HOME. 
ACTIVITY  IN  NEW  JERSEY. 

The  following  interesting  items  are  gleaned  from  reports  to  the 
Associations  given  at  the  late  Convention  in  New  Brunswick : 

Growth  and  Activity  in  Newark,  The  Association  at 
Newark  was  founded  in  1868.  Four  years  ago  the  work  languished ; 
the  question  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Society  was  seriously  debated, 
and  almost  carried.  Happily  this  disastrous  proposition  was  de- 
feated by  a  few  of  the  members  going  to  work.  Under  the  lead  of 
Mr.  C.  C.  Lathrop — who  since  that  time  has  been  the  honored  and 
energetio  President  of  the  Association — the  Opera  House  was  se- 
cured for  Sunday  evening  services.  These  were  fully  attended,  and 
were  crowned  with  blessed  results.  This  success  invigorated  the 
Association.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting  was  transferred  to  Satur- 
day night,  and  immediately  became  crowded,  as  the  evening  was 
judiciously  chosen.  The  Sunday  afternoon  prayer  meeting  has  also 
been  greatly  blessed,  while  the  success  of  the  open-air  services,  the 
mission  work,  and  the  daily  morning  meeting  from  8  to  9  o'clock, 
have  contributed  to  make  the  Association  a  power  for  good  that  is 
widely  felt  and  appreciated  in  this  large  city.  Many  wretched  men 
have  been  reclaimed  from  the  gutter,  and  during  the  past  year 
fifty  conversions  are  reported.    The  roll  of  members  oontains  638 


Row  the  Association  started  in  Boonton.  I<ast  Janu- 
ary the  Iron  Works  at  Boonton  were  idle.  The  operatives  were  loung- 
ing about,  when  a  great  revival  sprang  up  in  the  Methodist  and 
Reformed  churches.  Thirty  or  forty  young  men  were  oonverted. 
They  looked  for  something  to  do  and  formed  an  Association.  Their 
rooms  were  dedicated  in  July.  There  are  some  seventy  members, 
all  young  men.  They  have  a  hall,  with  a  reading-room  and 
library,  and  bold  interesting  prayer  meetings.  One  of  their  num- 
ber, Mr.  H.  0.  Jenkins,  Superintendent  of  the  Iron  Works,  was 
delegate  to  the  late  Convention  at  New  Brunswick,  and  his  story 
of  what  God  had  wrought  among  them  was  listened  to  with  deeo 
interest. 


A  Venerable  Association,  Bridgeton,  with  a  population 
of  7,000,  and  sustaining  thirteen  churches,  has  the  second  oldest 
Association  in  the  State.  Its  membership  has  remained  quite 
steadily  at  about  150.  Prayer  meetings  are  held  only  once  a  month. 
The  rooms  are  quite  well  frequented,  from  thirty  to  forty  being  in 
attendance  each  night.  The  efficient  librarian  of  the  Association 
is  a  Christian  lady,  and  the  testimony  of  Bridgeton  is  in  favor  of 
such  women-librarians  as  are  described  in.  another  column  of  this 
paper.  The  amusement  question  has  vexed  the  brethren  here. 
Checkers  and  chess  were  played  in  the  rooms  for  a  time,  but  were 
finally  withdrawn  in  deference  to  the  wishes  of  some  of  the 
brethren. 

Pruning  the  Membership  in  Jersey  City.  Fruitful 
Labors.  In  Jersey  City  the  roll  of  membership  was  lately  pruned 
and  reduced  to  783  names.  But  the  active  working  force  has  not 
been  diminished,  and  the  past  year  has  witnessed  substantial  pro- 
gress. The  Sunday  afternoon  meeting  has  been  specially  blessed, 
and  many  conversions  have  cheered  the  brethren  in  their  efforts. 


The  troubles  of  an  amusement-question-agitation  were  happily  dis- 
sipated in  a  season  of  deep  religious  interest.  The  costly  rental 
($1,300)  of  their  eligible  rooms  is  an  expense  met  with  considerable 
difficulty.  We  venture  to  suggest  to  the  brethren  in  this  strait 
the  starting  of  a  building  fund.  We  quote  for  their  encourage- 
ment the  statement  of  Hon.  J.  Hill,  President  of  the  last  New 
Jersey  State  Convention.  Boonton  raised  $400  to  pay  their  rent. 
One  contributor  said :  "  I  give  you  $20,  yet  if  you  will  make  up  a 
sufficient  sum  and  ereot  a  building,  I  will  give  you  $500." 

The  Oldest  Association  in  the  State  is  that  of  Trenton,  with 
a  membership  of  300.  They  sustain  an  interesting  daily  prayer 
meeting  and  enjoy  the  very  cordial  cooperation  of  the  clergy.  In 
the  matter  of  lectures  they  have  found  it  impracticable  to  pay  ex- 
penses by  the  sale  of  tickets,  and  so  furnish  free  lectures,  which  are 
very  well  attended.  Romanists  have  been  reached  in  Trenton  as 
elsewhere  by  the  open-air  service,  and  almost  by  that  means  alone. 
The  Association  expenses  of  the  year  were  $800,  and  no  serious 
difficulty  was  met  in  raising  the  money. 

At  Montclair  the  Association  numbers  80  active  and  42  asso- 
ciate members,  mostly  young  men  between  the  ages  of  18  and  30. 
They  give  each  season  a  course  of  free  lectures,  and  also  get  up  oc- 
casional lectures,  tickets  to  which  have  yielded  them  a  good  revenue. 
The  reading-room  is  not  well  attended,  being  on  the  second  floor, 
and  a  vigorous  effort  is  being  made  to  raise  a  building  fund.  The 
work  of  temperance  is  pushed  forward  with  special  energy. 

At  New  Brunswick  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  great 
spiritual  prosperity.  150  conversions  have  token  plaoe  through  the 
agency  of  the  Association.  With  a  membership  of  200,  and  a  li- 
brary of  2,000  volumes,  the  brethren  are  aiming  energetically  at  se- 
curing a  building,  and  the  last  year,  through  the  aid  of  the  ladies, 
raised  $3,000  toward  this  object. 


At  Orange,  owing  to  very  successful  courses  of  leotures,  the 
foundation  of  a  good  library  has  been  laid,  and  the  Association  is  free 
from  debt.  A  short  time  ago  a  band  of  musio  was  taken  from  a  lager 
beer  saloon,  and  hired  to  perform  on  the  green  during  the  summer 
evenings,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  people  outside  of  the  grog 
shop,  and  the  effort  was  to  some  extent  suooessfuL 

Encouraging  reports  were  also  heard  at  the  Convention  from  Do- 
ver (92  members,  two  cottage  meetings),  HlQHTBTOWH,  Hack- 
ettbtown,  Heeding,  Rosevtlle,  and  Whiff  amy. 

Programme  of  a  Live  Association.  The  Work  of 
a  Month  Summarized.  At  the  September  monthly  meeting: 
of  the  Pittsburgh  (Pa.)  Association  the  Secretary  read  the  reports 
of  the  various  committees.  The  following  summary  is  taken  from 
the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Gazette : 

Noonday  Prayer  Meeting.  Increasing  interest  reported,  an  earn- 
est spirituality  and  a  large  attendance. 

Nine  O 'dock  Muting — Has  been  held  every  evening;  average  at- 
tendance larger  than  last  month ;  one  is  known  of  who  through  its 
agency  has  been  led  to  begin  a  new  life. 

Home  Prayer  Meeting. — At  Young  Men's  Home,  carried  on  every 
evening  in  the  month,  with  the  usual  attendance,  Meetings  al- 
ways interesting. 

Sabbath  Night  Meeting.— Carried  on  since  July  1st  The  Audi- 
ence is  secured  by  singing  on  the  side-walk,  and  when  a  crowd  is 
gathered  inviting  them  in  by  the  distribution  of  slips  of  invitation 
and  by  a  transparency  in  front  of  the  rooms.  The  meeting  has 
been  largely  attended,  and  mostly  by  those  who  are  not  church- 
goers. 

Saturday  Night  Meeting. — Has  been  heretofore  the  most  interest- 
ing meeting  of  the  Association ;  well  attended. 

Soldier?'  Home  Meeting. — Every  Thursday  evening  Is  exceeding- 
ly interesting ;  we  hope  God  is  blessing  our  effort.  The  sick  par- 
ticularly are  always  anxious  to  talk  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
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KSbiiek  Street. — Prayer  meeting  carried  on  Sabbath  afternoon, 
will  so^n  resume  the  Friday  evening  meeting  which  was  bo  blessed 
during  last  winter. 

The  Widow!  Some, — A  good  meeting  held  every  Lord's  day  af- 
ternoon and  Friday  evening. 

Open  Air  Meeting. — Held  each  Lord's  day  in  different  parts  of 
the  city.    Large  and  interesting  audiences  always  in  attendance. 

Afttociation  Committee  reported  Associations  organized  in  Tem- 
pernaceville,  Turtle  Creek,  and  Meadeville,  and  an  effort  making 
to  reach  Parkeraburg,  Greenville  and  other  places. 

Temperance  Committee. — A  highly  interesting  meeting  held  at 
the  Home  every  Tuesday  evening  which  is  well  attended,  many 
taking  the  pledge  each  evening. 

Sermon  Committee  reported  that  a  series  of  sermons  to  yonng 
men  had  been  began,  and  arrangements  were  making  for  a  course 
to  continue  through  the  whole  winter. 

Lecture  Committee  are  making  arrangements  for  a  series  of  good 
free  lecturers,  worthy  to  follow  those  of  last  winter. 

Mutie  Committee  hope  to  furnisli  two  musical  soirees  during  the 
winter. 


First  Association  on  the  Northern  Pacific  B.  JR.   At 

Duluth  on  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Eastern 
terminus  of  the  Northern,  Pacific  R.  B.  soon  to  be  built,  a  T.  M.C. 
Association  was  organized  on  the  8th  of  June.  It  was  represented 
at  Indianapolis  by  Rev.  Mason  Gallagher,  formerly  of  Brooklyn, 
now  pastor  of  the  Episcopal  church  in  Duluth  and  a  warm  friend 
of  the  Association.  The  Duluth  Tribune  gives  an  account  of  an  in- 
teresting meeting  (Sept.  6th)  at  which  the  President.O.  B.  Bird  Esq. 
read  an  interesting  report.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  Associa- 
tion has  done  some  effective  missionary  work  the  past  summer.  The 
city  was  divided  into  ten  districts  and  an  effective  visitation  entered 
upon.  Tracts  were  distributed  and  good,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
had  resulted  from  the  efforts  of  the  brethren.  Services  in  the  open 
air  have  also  been  held  to  advantage.  A  weekly  prayer-meeting  is 
supported. 

The  Association  has  25  members  18  of  whom  are  active.  The 
financial  statement  shows  receipts  to  the  amount  of  $160  which  is 
to  be  devoted  to  the  rental  of  a  commodious  reading  room  and 
library.  — — — 

The  Lecture  Committee  of  Washington  are  active  in 
securing  lecturers  for  the  season  now  beginning.    Professor  B. 


Waterhouse  Hawkins  and  Professor  Henry  P.  Norton  of  Philadel- 
phia have  already  been  secured. 


The  Truth  About  the  Germans.  A  Prejudice  to  be 
Removed.  At  the  September  monthly  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  Pittsburgh,  Bev.  H.  J.  W.  Stuckenberg,  Pastor  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  that  city  made  an  earnest  and  im- 
pressive address,  reiterating  the  views  so  eloquently  uttered  by  the 
speaker  last  June  before  the  Convention  in  Indianapolis.  His 
theme  was :  "  Our  German  young  men  and  the  importance  of  em- 
bracing them  in  all  efforts  for  the  success  and  increase  of  Associa 
tions." 

He  said :  "  This  is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  me,  I  am  a 
German  by  birth  and  partially  by  education,  and  as  an  American 
citizen  I  have  observed  the  Germans,  their  habits  and  customs  in 
their  native  land.  There  are  five  million  Germans  in  America ;  their 
influence  is  felt  in  politics,  society  and  religion.  An  effort  is  being 
made  to  establish  a  literature  of  their  own — they  have  their  daily 
weekly  and  quarterly  papers.  I  am  sorry  so  many  erroneous  ideas 
are  current  as  to  the  religious  opinions  of  the  Germans.  A  few 
weeks  ago  a  correspondent  of  the  London  Timet,  writing  from 
Germany,  said  he  did  not  believe  there  was  an  educated  German 
who  was  not  an  infidel,  and  we  speak  of  them  as  the  "  lager  beer 
drinking  Germans,"  as  those  who  are  universally  opposed  to  the 
observance  of  our  Sabbath  and  who  are  anxious  to  do  away  with 
the  institutions  and  customs  we  most  revere.  We  forget  that  the 
most  thoroughly  Evangelical  theology  is  that  of  Germany.  Some 
of  our  most  devotional  books  are  translated  from  the  German.  Bis- 
marck, the  greatest  statesman  of  the  day,  is  a  professing  Christian, 
and  often  when  in  Berlin  have  I  sat  with  King  William  and  the 
Royal  family  under  the  preaching  of  ministers  as  Evangelical  as 
any  in  America.  Dr.  Nast  is  a  German  ;  Dr.  Gucken,  whom  no  one 
would  question  as  a  leading  mind  of  the  day  is  a  German ;  and  so 
all  through  the  country  there  axe  thousands  of  Germans  who  are 
just  as  Evangelical  as  you  and  I  are.  Those  whom  we  call  the 
"  Lager  beer  drinking,  infidel  Germans  "  go  into  battle  singing  Lu- 
ther's Battle  Hymn — "  God  protect  us."  The  German  is  not  so 
demonstrative  as  an  American ;  but  because  he  does  not  give  ex- 
pression to  all  the  piety  that  is  in  him  do  not  think  he  has  none. 
It  is  too  deep,  too  real  tor  him  to  give  expression  to  it  in  words. 

There  are  in  this  city  almost  four  thousand  Germans,  members  of 
•Protestant  churches.  How  can  we  reach  them  t  I  say  get  the  co- 
operation of  the  German  ministers.  Let  them  see  you  care  for  their 
•  people  and  they  will  interest  their  people  in  you.  Have  one  table 
of  German  periodicals.  Have  some  German  books  in  your  library, 
and  whoa  Ge:man  young  men  come  in  make  them  feel  at  home. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 
Subscribers  to  the  Montreal  Building  Fund.    At  the 

public  meeting  held  in  Montreal  on  the  evening  of  September  27,  Mr 
T.  James  Claxton  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  chair,  the  fol- 
ing  subscriptions  were  made  toward  a  building  Fund  for  the  Asso- 
ciation in  that  city.  We  take  the  li  t  from  the  Montreal  Witnet*. 
The  sums  are  promised  on  condition  that  (25,000  are  raised. 

T.  James  Claxton  $2,500  ;  E.  K.  Greene,  $2,500 ;  H.  A.  Nelson, 
$1,500 ;  A.  S.  Wood,  $1,000  ;  B.  Lyman,  $1,000 ;  John  Duncan. 
$500;  George  Young,  $250;  R.  Forsyth,  $250 ;  W.  Reid,  $250  S 
J.  C.  Lonsdale,  $250 ,  J.  Baylis,  $200 ;  Thomas  Robertson  $125 ;  E. 
Evans,  $100 ;  F.  B.  M.  Smith,  $100 ;  George  Bishop,  $100 ;  F.  W. 
Radford,  $100 ;  W.  C.  Button,  $100 ;  R.  M  Barnard,  $100 ;  R  Free- 
land,  $100;  H.  Watson,  $100  ;  M.  Laing,  $100;  John  Mclachlan. 
$100;  A.  B.  Stewart,  $100;  T.  S.  Vipond,  $100;  T.  Craig, 
$100 ;  J  J.  Williams,  $100 ;  R.  Paterson,  $100 ;  Charles  Morton, 
$100 ;  J.  D.  Dougall,  $100 ;  8.  Caldecott,  $100 ;  P.  H.  Burton,  $100  i 
3.  Moodie,  $100 ;  sums  under  $100,  $976.    Total,  $18,801. 

Since  the  meeting  the  work  has  been  bravely  carried  on.  "  The 
greatest  encouragement "  says  the  W  tnete  "  comes  from  the  young 
men  themselves,  who  are  giving  largely  considering  their  means. 
A  number  of  these  under  the  name  of  "  Friends,"  have  given  since 
the  meeting  $600  and  say  that  if  the  same  is  needed  and  they  are 
able  they  will  in  the  future  double  this  sum."  The  following  is. 
the  subscription  record  since  the  meeting  of  Sept.  27th : 

Friends,  $600 ;  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Campbell,  $400 ;  James  Inglis,  $200 ; 
Gault  Bros.,  $200 ;  Geo.  W.  Moss.  $200 ;  C.  P.  J.  Philips,  $100 ;  J. 
S.  Warnock,  $100 ;  J.  Richards,  $100 ;  T.  Allan  &  Co.,  $100 ;  H. 
Morton,  $100;  C.  M.  Alexander,  $100  ;  J.  B.  Learmont,  $100 ;  Geo. 
H.  Lewis,  $100 ,  W.  Notman,  $200 ;  John  Leeminir,  $100 ;  Geo.  J. 
Bush,  $100 ;  A.  Cantin,  $100 :  J.  C.  Simpson,  $100 ;  Dun,  Wiman 
&  Co.,  $100 ;  amounts  uuder  $100,  $165. 
Total  amount  including  $18,800  subscribed  Sept.  27th,  $17,041v 
Urging  on  the  subscriptions  the  Witnett  adds  this  piece  of  ad- 
vice to  those  engaged  in  the  work : 

"  It  strikes  us  that  two  classes  should  be  specially  appealed  to, 
as  well  as  business  men  and  clerks  of  our  city,  to  get  up  this  build 
ing: 

1st.  Ladies  of  means,  who,  probably,  sympathize  more  with  the 
efforts  of  young  men  than  wealthy  individuals  of  the  other  sex. 

2d.  Wealthy  merchants  and  others  throughout  the  country  who 
will  feel  what  an  advantage  it  would  be  to  their  sods  and  the  sons 
of  their  neighbors,  coming  to  town,  to  have  an  institution  such  as 
this  in  full  vigor. 
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The  field  In  Montreal  was  ripe  for  this  good  work. 
Sandham,  our  Secretary  in  that  city  writes : 

We  never  had  better  meetings  than  there  have  been  held  during 
the  past  year.  In  former  years  the  summer  months  have  been 
doll,  and  our  meetings  very  thinly  attended,  bat  the  past  season 
has  been  a  blessed  exception.  We  thank  God  that  we  are  becom- 
ing a  centre  of  attraction  to  young  men,  and  we  pray  for  a  more 
earnest  devotedness  to  our  Master. 

In  temporal  things  also  we  are  realizing  the  promise  that  "  all 
things  shall  be  added,"  the  appeal  recently  made  to  our  citizens  is 
meeting  with  hearty  responses.  We  have  thus  far  secured  about 
$17,000  and  but  a  comparatively  small  number  have  as  yet  been 
waited  upon.  We  had  long  been  thinking  and  praying  about  the 
matter,  and  then  the  Lord  sent  Bro.  Burnell  to  help  us,  and  now 
we  appear  to  be  on  the  way  to  success.  Our  beloved  President,  Mr. 
CUxton,  la  untiring  in  his  efforts.  We  want  to  raise  $50,000  for 
the  work  and  I  believe  we  can  get  it  and  enter  our  new  building 
almost  if  not  entirely  free  of  debt.  We  feel  that  with  our  building 
our  responsibilities  to  God  will  increase  and  our  prayer  is  that  we 
may  be  prepared  to  do  our  work  manfully  and  thoroughly. 


Jfews  of  Associations, 

Mr.  Alfred 


Remarkable  Work  of  Grace.  A  Tear  of  Precious 
Revival.  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia,  has  for  a  year  been  the  scene  of  a 
wonderful' religious  interest.  This  was  awakened,  at  we  mentioned 
several  months  ago,  in  September,  1869,  on  occasion  of  the  assem- 
bling in  Fictou  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  of  the  Maritime 
Provinces.  The  entire  town  was  stirred,  and  the  interest  extended 
to  all  the  churches,  and  continued  unabated  during  the  winter ; 
100  conversions  are  recorded  up  to  last  May,  the  period  covered  by 
the  printed  report  of  the  Pictou  Association,  which  has  lately  ap- 
peared. Of  these  hundred,  fifty  were  members  of  the  Association. 
The  number  of  well-sustained  religious  services  in  this  place  has 
greatly  increased.  Between  30  and  40  prayer  meetings,  including 
6  cottage  meetings,  are  held  every  week,  and  15  of  them  are  in 
charge  of  the  Association.  Their  roll  of  membership  shows  an  in- 
crease of  one  hundred.  The  effect  on  the  town  is  visible  in  inoreased 
attendance  on  the  churches,  and  in  the  general  moral  tone.  The 
fruit  of  this  blessed  revival  seems  to  be  abiding. 

In  Pictou  county  11  new  Associations  with  200  members  have 
been  established  during  the  year,  making  in  all  24  county  Associa- 
tions with  a  membership  of  over  800.  With  joy  and  gratitude  we 
may  exclaim,  "  What  hath  God  wrought  ?"  and  pray  for  the  progress 
of  this  wonderful  work  of  grace  in  Pictou. 

Reports  of  Associations  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

Tannerie*.  The  "  Tanneries  des  Hollands  "  is  a  small  village  im- 
mediately beyond  the  limits  of  Montreal.  It  is  inhabited  almost 
exclusively  by  French  Canadian  Catholics.  A  few  Protestants  have 
settled  there,  and  among  them  one  of  the  professional  men  of  our 
dty  Mr.  Brodie.  About  18  months  since  he,  in  connection  with 
some  15  young  men  organized  an  Association  of  which  he  was 
elected  President.  This  office  he  still  holds.  They  meet  at  his 
residence  every  Tuesday  evening  and  the  exercises  consist  of  es- 
says, debates,  Bible  studies  and  prayers.  Their  outside  work  lies 
in  the  distribution  of  tracts  to  the  emigrants  at  the  station  in  the 
village.  The  young  men  are  very  devoted  and  earnestly  endeavor 
to  do  good. 

Qrariby  is  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  province,  in  that 
portion  known  as  the  Eastern  townships.  The  population  is  Pro- 
testant but  the  number  is  small.  This  Association  was  organized 
through  a  visit  paid  by  Messrs.  J.  R.  Dngall  and  J.  A.  Duff  of  the 
Montreal  Association,  who  on  their  return  from  the  Portland  Con- 
vention made  a  tour  through  that  portion  of  the  country  and  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  this  and  the  Sherbrooke  Association.  The 
Granby  Association  has  many  difficulties  to  contend  with  and 
their  meetings  have  hitherto  been  confined  to  what  may  be  called 
union  prayer  meetings.    May  the  Lord  bring  them  off  conquerors. 


ABROAD. 
The  Geneva  Convention.  200  Delegates  in  Council. 

A  correspondent  from  Geneva  writes :  A  general  re-union  of  the 
Young  Men's  Associations  of  French  Switzerland  took  plaee  at 
Geneva  yesterday  being  Ascension  day.  Delegates  from  the  can- 
ton of  Neufchatel,  from  Lansanne,  and  a  few  from  the  canton  of 
Zurich,  were  here,  and  united  with  those  of  Geneva  made  a  gather- 
ing of  200  members.  The  morning  exercises  were  held  in  one  of 
the  publio  halls  of  the  dty,  and  the  opening  discourse  was  delivered 
by  Prof.  Pronier  of  the  Geneva  Theological  school.  The  sermon 
was  followed  by  addresses  from  the  presidents  of  the  different 
branches  of  the  Association.  Words  of  Christian  greeting  and  fel- 
lowship were  constantly  interchanged.  Special  point  was  made 
of  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  young  men  of  the  working  classes 
under  the  power  of  the  gospel,  and  attention  was  also  caled  to 
what  may  seem  a  little  strange  to  us  in  America,  viz. :  the  great 
necessity  of  advancing  the  cause  of  true  conversion  and  elevating 
the  standard  of  spirituality,  among  those  who  are  students  of  the- 
ology, but  who  know  not  as  yet  the  quickening  power  of  the  gos- 
pel which  they  profess  to  study.  Much  emphasis  was  laid  on  that 
systematic  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Word  of  God,  which 
alone  would  enable  Christian  young  men  to  stand  firm  before  the 
so-called  "  liberal "  ideas  and  infidel  doubts. 

After  the  morning  exercises,  the  members  adjourned  to  a  large 
refreshment  room  where  dinner  was  served,  and  then  proceeded  to 
a  beautiful  country  seat  about  two  miles  from  the  dty.  They 
stopped  on  their  way  to  sing  their  national  airs  before  the  bronze 
monument  representing  the  Swiss  Republic  and  the  Geneva  Can 
ton,  and  in  the  afternoon  they  held  another  open-air  meeting, 
which  was  addressed  by  several  pastors  and  laymen.  It  was  ex- 
ceedingly delightful  to  at  there  under  the  trees  and  hear  the  earnest 
appeals  in  the  name  of  Christ,  encircled  as  we  were  by  the  grandeur 
of  nature.  The  hoary  crest  of  Mont.  Blanc  smiled  upon  us  from 
afar  and  the  peaceful  Leman  Lake  seemed  to  reflect  the  s,  irit  of  the 
hour,  while  the  Alps  stood  like  rocky  sentinels  around  to  echo  back 
our  songs  of  praise. 

Remarkable  Educational  Work  in  Leeds.  Last  month 
we  gave  an  account  of  what  the  Leeds  (England)  Association  has  been 
doing  the  past  year  in  the  work  of  rescuing  young  men  from  the 
haunts  of  vice.  This  month  we  receive  information  of  their  work 
in  educating  young  men.  Eleven  different  evening  classes  are  at- 
tended in  the  Association.  The  studies  are  French,  German,  Latin, 
chemistry,  book-keeping,  drawing,  the  common  English  branches, 
shorthand,  mathematics,  botany  and  singing.  A  very  good  profi- 
ciency is  attained  in  these  studies,  as  is  attested  by  the  tact  that 
during  the  past  two  years  no  fewer  than  420  certificates  and  forty 
prizes,  many  of  them  of  first  class  merit,  have  been  awarded  to 
members  of  these  classes.  These  honors  have  been  competed  for 
and  won  in  the  examinations  of  the  Yorkshire  Board  of  Education, 
the  Soriety  of  Arts  and  the  Sdonce  and  Art  Department,  South 
Kensington. 

The  presentation  of  prizes  took  place  this  year  Sept.  18th  in  the 
lecture  hall  of  the  Leeds  Association  Building.  The  chairman 
Fred.  Baines,  Esq.,  made  an  interesting  address,  giving  a  state- 
ment of  the  various  prizes  won  by  the  members  of  the  evening 
classes  from  the  institutions  above  named.  He  then  distributed 
the  prizes  to  118  successful  candidates  who  amid  much  applause 
came  forward  to  receive  them. 

On  the  occasion  of  this  distribution,  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
the  walls  of  the  hall  and  staircase  were  decorated  with  300  sped- 
mens  of  the  work  executed  the  present  year,  by  the  pupils  in  the  art 
class.  These  induded  shaded  drawings,  models,  casts,  engineer- 
ing and  architectural  drawings,  and  a  few  paintings.  This  exhib- 
ition was  much  in  advance  of  that  of  last  year,  showing  a  marked 
improvement  in  all  the  classes. 

The  friends  of  education  as  well  as  of  good  morals  and  Christi- 
anity in  Leeds  are  certainly  greatly  indebted  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 
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©hristiansi  Working  in  Union. 

The  Bible  among  the  German  Soldiers.  At  the  Crys- 
tal Palace  Bible-stand,  London,  the  following  letter  from  Kaiser- 
worth,  Germany,  has  beeu  received.    It  tells  its  own  story: 

I  hasten  to  let  yon  know  that  the  two  cases  with  Holy  Scriptures, 
whioh  your  respected  society  has  sent  as  for  distribution  among 
our  soldiers,  have  safely  arrived  a  few  days  ago.  Accept  once  more 
our  most  heartfelt  t^""'!"  May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  his 
beloved  Word,  according  to  his  promise  I  "We  immediately  forward- 
ed a  large  portion  of  the  Gospels  to  our  deaconesses,  stationed  at 
present  at  Pont-a-lf  ousson,  where  they  will  have  abundant  oppor- 
tunity of  distributing  them.  In  the  first  night  of  their  stay  in 
that  place  they  attended  and  dressed  the  wounds  of  six  hundred 
soldiers.  The  remaining  portions  will  be  sent  for  distribution  to 
deaoonesses  employed  in  reserve-hospitals  in  the  Rhine  Provinces 
and  Westphalia.  Caroline  Flikdner. 

The  London  Christian,  after  printing  this  letter,  adds:  "We 
learn  that  Hiss  Lowe  and  Mr.  Alexander  have  left  London  with 
80,000  German  Gospels,  and  11,000  French  Gospels,  the  latter  for 
Frenoh  prisoners  in  Germany.  The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany convey  them  free  of  expense.  50,000  German  Gospels  have 
been  already  (September)  printed  in  Germany  for  distribution. 


55  teachers  and  836  scholars ;  aided  nine  other  schools  with  45 
teachers  and  270  scholars ;  lectured  15  times ;  visited  134  families, 
distributed  the  Scriptures,  books,  papers,  etc.  To  accomplish  so 
great  and  good  a  work  he  has  endured  the  greatest  toils  and  pri- 
vations, in  sickness  and  heat,  yet  is  happy  in  his  entire  consecra- 
tion. 

During  the  same  month  another  missionary  of  the  Union  organ- 
ized eight  new  Sunday  schools,  having  43  teachers  and  310  scholars 
among  the  mountains  of  Western  North  Carolina ;  besides  paving 
the  way  for  others  and  visiting  and  aiding  schools  previously  es- 
tablished. A  colored  Sunday  school,  organized  in  the  forest,  now 
has  a  boose  of  worship  and  a  church,  and  numbers  can  read. 

He  speaks  of  a  county  in  which  three  years  ago  there  were  only 
five  Sunday  Schools,  now  there  are  thirty-five.  In  the  schools  of 
one  county  about  150  members  have  been  converted  in  two 
months,  and  the  work  is  progressing.  In  one  section  fourteen 
Sunday  Schools  have  sprung  up  in  a  few  years,  from  one  model 
Union  school. 

A  Small  Colony  moved  last  Spring  to  Franklin  County, 
Kansas.  One  of  their  number  established  a  Union  Sunday  school 
and  gathered  into  it  50  persons  old  and  young,  out  of  100  compos- 
ing the  settlement.  Recently  on  receiving  a  donation  of  books  from 
the  Society  he  writes :  "  We  have  already  made  arrangements  for 
preaching  every  Sabbath,  and  have  engaged  a  worthy  minister. 
Another  congregation  has  been  organized  through  its  hallowed  in- 
fluence. 


ffiita   Pitfiou*. 

"Meeting  the  Lord."    The  Summer's  Work.    One  of 

the  city  missionaries  reviewing  the  work  of  the  summerquarter  and 
enumerating  six  instances  of  persons  savingly  benefitted,  cites  the 
following : 

«  A  woman  of  over  sixty  years  of  age,  yet  still  hale  and  hearty 
and  a  pattern  in  neatness  of  dress,  whose  first  coming  to  the  chapel 
was  as  follows :  One  evening  she  was  passing  the  chapel  while  the 
bell  was  ringing.  She  was  on  her  was  to  purchase  provisions,  but 
going  a  few  steps  beyond  our  door  she  stopped  and  felt  a  good  im- 
pulse to  come  in.  A  moment  she  stood  arguing  with  herself,  and 
then  started  on  again  upon  her  business.  Then  she  was  stopped, 
as  though  a  hand  held  her  fast,  and  thinking  that  she  could  as  well 
attend  to  her  business  in  the  morning,  she  finally  yielded  to  the 
impulse,  and  came  into  the  meeting.  Since  thai  hour  she  has  been 
a  regular  and  constant  attendant  upon  all  our  services.  She  feels 
that  now  she  has  found  the  Saviour,  whom  she  had  never  before 
known,  and  her  soul  is  filled  with  hope  and  joy  in  Him.  She 
says  it  was  the  Lord  who  met  her  on  the  first  night  she  came  in. 

The  same  report  adds :  "  The  open-air  meetings,  held  immediate- 
ly before  the  Sabbath  evening  service,  attract  a  number  of  persons 
who  would  die  before  they  would  enter  a  protectant  church. 
Many  of  the  street  audience  have  been  won  to  enter  the  in-door 
service,  and  not  a  few  Romanists  among  them.  For  more  than  a 
month  from  six  to  seven  seamen,  who  were  with  their  vessel  in 
South  Brooklyn,  came  regularly  to  every  meeting  held,  and  the 
last  Sunday  they  were  in  port  four  of  them  came  twice,  seven  miles 
to  the  chapel,  morning  and  evening,  and  left  us  their  hearty  fare- 
well greetings. 

In  the  two  houses  connected  with  our  mission,  or  in  our  field  of 
labor,  where  we  give  lodgings,  and  meals,  and  reading  to  working- 
men  and  unfortunate,  friendless  strangers,  the  statistics  for  the 
three  months  are  as  follows :  lodgings  given,  2,112 ;  meals  furnish- 
ed, 2,364 ;  and  the  number  of  persons  using  the  privileges  of  the 
reading-room,  5,700." 

&mettaint  jJtmdaa  Jfdwat  3tabra. 

A  Good  Month's  Work.  A  missionary  of  the  American 
Sundav  School  Union,  who  was  once  a  clerk  and  a  member  of  a 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  city  of  New  York,  during  the  month  of 
■I  uly  established  twelve  new  Sunday  schools  in  Nebraska  having 


A  Suggestion  for  the  Times.  After  commenting  on  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Presbyterians  from  the  American  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  which  was  so  happily  and  harmoniously  consummated 
last  month,  the  Christian  Union  makes  the  fol  owing  very  timely 
suggestion.  All  who  wish  to  cherish  unity  and  concord  among 
the  disciples  of  our  Lord  will  second  the  proposal  very  heartily : 

"  May  we  not  hope  that  before  many  years  there  will  be  a  com- 
mon meeting  of  all  the  missionary  societies  of  America  T — a  Con- 
gress of  Boards,  at  which  we  may  have  presented  not  the  partial 
work  of  sects  but  in  summarized  forms  the  whole  work  which  the 
whole  Christian  Church  of  America  under  all  its  different  names, 
is  doing  for  the  diffusing  of  religious  influence  throughout  the 
world? 

That  indeed  would  be  a  council  more  notable  than  any  half- 
Oecumenical  Council.  And  though  there  might  be  no  Pope  to  pre- 
side, the  Lord  Jesus  would  be  there,  the  holy  Head  of  the  church 
and  in  whom  all  Christians  of  every  subordinate  name  are  united 
and  are  the  only  one,  universal,  and  true  Catholic  Church." 


Christians  not  Working  in  Union.  Dr.  Robinson,  in 
the  CongregaUonaUtt  says  of  Protestant  missions  in  Florence:  **  In 
poor  Florence  seven  factions  stand  belligerently  facing  each  other." 
— the  Waldenses,  two  Episcopal  enterprises,  Dr.  Van  Nest's  con- 
gregation, Ferretti's  schools,  Mr.  Langdon,  and  the  Mission  of  the 
American  Foreign  and  Christian  Union  (though  that  is  now  with- 
drawn), besides  both  the  Scotch  and  the  English  Presbyterians  and 
the  Plymouth  Brethren.  What  a  front  to  present  in  the  capital  of 
Italy  1 

"  The  midnight  darkness  breaking  o'er  the  land 

Men  of  thought,  men  of  action  take  your  stand  t 

Aid  the  dawning,  tongue  and  pen, 

Aid  it  hopes  of  honest  men ; 

Aid  it  paper,  aid  it  type,  • 

Aid  it,  for  the  hour  is  ripe. 

And  our  earnest  must  not  slacken  into  play, 

Men  of  thought,  men  of  action,  lead  the  way  I " 


"  Air  old  Leqehs  represents  on  the  one  band  the  arrival  before 
the  throne  of  God  of  the  penitent  souls  whom  His  pity  admits  into 
heaven,  on  the  other  Satan  who  says.  These  souls  have  offended 
against  Thee  a  thousand  times — I  only  once.'  '  Hast  thou  ever  asfc 
ed  forgiveness?'  replies  the  Eternal.'' 
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LITERARY  NOTES 


Lance's  Comment  aby.  GALATXANS.EPHESIAire.PHIMPIAHB  AND 

Coixosbians  IN  ONE  VOLUME.    Vol.  VII,  of  the  New  Testament 

Charles  Scribner  &  Co.,  New  York : 

Another  volume  of  this  wonderful,  valuable  and  learned  com- 
mentary has  just  appeared.  Written  in  the  original  German  by 
John  Peter  Lange,  D.  D.,  inconnection  with  many  eminent  Euro- 
pean divines,  its  successive  volumes  are  being  not  only  translated 
but  copiously  edited  by  the  best  of  American  scholars  in  the  vari- 
ous Evangelical  churches,  the  series  of  volumes  being  under  the 
general  editorial  care  of  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Schaff.  This  work  there" 
fore  gives  the  ripe  result  of  what  German  and  American  scholar- 
ship is  contributing  to  the  exposition  and  interpretation  of  the 
Word  of  God.  It  is  a  work  which,  when  completed,  will  stand 
alone  for  scholarly  thoroughness  in  the  exposition  of  the  entire 
Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revelation.  In  the  present  latest  volume 
(the  seventh  volume  of  the  New  Testament)  the  Epistle  to  tho  Phil- 
ipUns  is  translated  and  edited  by  Pro!  H.  B.  Hackett  of  the  Roches- 
ter Theological  Seminary,  while  the  remaining  Epistles  are  pre- 
pared for  the  American  edition  by  E.  B.  Riddle,  D.  D.  These  com- 
mentaries are  worthy  of  their  predecessors  in  the  same  series  and 
will  help  to  make  the  entire  work  an  honor  to  Christian  scholar, 
ship  and  a  help  in  the  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 

A  oleveb  touching  story,  showing  rare  insight  into  the  joys 
and  sorrows  of  childhood,  has  lately  been  published  under  the 
fitting  title  "  misuhdebstood."  It  will  be  read  with  equal  inter- 
est by  old  and  young,  and  the  lesson  of  respect  for  the  thoughts 
and  feelings  of  children  which  it  so  tenderly  teaches  will  be  heeded 
by  all  thoughtful  readers.  It  is  a  lesson  that  needs  enforcement 
for  not  a  few  of  what  we  call  the  sorrows  of  childhood,  sorrows  as 
real  and  poignant  as  any  that  afflict  mankind,  could  be  greatly 
mitigated,  if  the  subject  were  only  deemed  more  worthy  of  the 
thought  and  consideration  of  persons  who  have  survived  that 
introductory  period  of  life.  This  indifference  begets  an  ignorance 
that  is  so  common  as  to  seem  almost  natural.  And  one  excellence 
of  the  story  we  refer  to  is,  that  the  parent  who  misunderstands  his 
child,  is  not  represented  as  in  any  sort  a  monster,  but  is  a  genu- 
inely affectionate  father,  and  the  want  of  thought  or  discrimination 
he  shows,  is  so  common  that  his  apparent  innocence,  makes  only 
more  painful  the  sad  results  of  his  conduct.  The  narrative  is 
written  in  a  charmingly  simple,  and  natural  style,  and  we  doubt 
not  will  he  a  welcome  visitor  at  many  hearths  and  homes.  The 
name  of  the  author  as  given  on  the  title  page  is  "  Florence  Mont 
gomery."  The  book  was  first  published  in  London,  by  Richard 
Bently  &  Co.  Mr.  A.  D.  F.  Randolph,  of  this  city,  has  just  issued 
a  tasteful  and  handsome  reprint  of  the  volume. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 


as  00 
7*  00 

.  600 

1  so 


Bell   Wm.    New  Tracks  In  North  America  (Putnam) 

Donar.H.    Life  of  Rev.  John  Milne.  (Carter)...... 

Boyd,  A.    Memorial,  Lincoln  Bibliography,  (Munsell) 

Clarke,  A.    Work  Day  Christianity,  (Claxlon,  R.  H.)......... -  „ 

Clarkson.F.    A  Portraiture  of  Quakerism,  (Merrill  *  yield) *  JO 

Dante.    Longfellow^  Translations,  St.  lvo.  (Field  O.  4  Co) •  00 

'"'.  800 

.  100 

....  1  60 


Dodd,  J.    Thomas  Chaluier,  (MelsonJ. 

Flruler.L.    Earth  and  Sea,  Adust,  (Nelson) 

Oilman.  A.    First  Step  In  English  Lltc.iHurd  and  H). 


Qothrie  and  Blarkie.    Savin*  Knowledge,  (Carter) J  g> 

Banna,  A.    Life  of  Christ,  Sv.  (Carter)...... ♦« 

TIart,.I.S.    The  Sunday  School  Idea,  (Garrlgucs).... ;■••:«•;;"•* 

Hedge.  Fred.  H.  (D.D.)  Prose  writers  of  Germany,  New  cd.  Imp.  80.  (Porter* 

Helps.  Arthur'.'  Companions  of  ray  Solitude.  160.  (Roberts)  ............ .JLSO 

Hunt.E.  (A.  M.)  Literature  of  the  English  Language.  Kmo.  (Ivlson] SOO 

Irving,  St.    Students  Life  of  Washington,  (Putnam) *  » 

Kerman.G.    Tent  Life  In  Siberia,  [Putnam)....... i-HlXXH'iiZU 

Kelm.  I>e  B.  Randolph.  San  Domingo.  Travel,  Romance,  and  History.  Dura.    ^ 

L^hefRe'v0'  W^Ann'a  Lav'aier".  A '  picture  of  Bwiil'P»*Oral  Life  in  the  1*J ' ' 

Century.  18o.  [Carlton  *  Lanahanl »'•<£, 

Lacordafre,  P.    Jesus  Christ  and  God,  rserlbner]..  SOT 

Lange's  Commentary  -ewTesl.  Vol.  vil  IScribncr] 8  CO 

Locker.F.    Loudon  Lt  ics.  [Field  O.ft  Co.l.... J  jj 

Monoy._G.„Geology  .-A.^vel^atiou^Putnaml... *  K 


Xestor'anBleirraphy  by  Mission. [Cong.  Pub.  Boc.] ......... 

PrSsenBe,  E.  ft.    Early  veara  of  Christianity,  Vol.  I.  [Scribner] 1  V 

Tapnan,  Life  of  Arthur  Tappnn,  [Hurd  t  H.]................  »"• 

Tal  or,  Cl.arles  Dickens,   "rtie  story  of  his  life.  80  [Rarperl ..50  c 


*£  FaE U"  December. 18S1 :  or  The  Coupd7  Etot  i»f  Napoleon  III.  Urno^  ^ 

T^udail  sirJ^No^son'Eiec^ 

Walsh"  Miss  E.  H.  The  Manuscript  Man  :  or  Tho  Bible  in  Ireland,  liuio.  l<5»"jli8 

WtooiMfE.1The1'crow'oe'dCro8s''a^dothcr'po  »■» 


THE   MONTH. 


Since  the  Days  of  John  Howard,  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  convicts  and  the  management  of  prisons  has  been  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  interest  to  many  humanely  disposed  individuals  and  so- 
cieties in  all  civilized  countries.  But  the  work  of  reformation  has 
been  slow,  for  the  double  reason  that  not  only  has  the  harshness 
and  inhumanity  of  the  individual  persons  in  authority  to  be  over- 
come but  the  law  on  the  subject  of  prison  discipline  has  imparled 
reform.  Within  the  last  half  century  the  attention  of  governments 
has  been  turned  to  this  unfortunate  class  of  beings.  In  onr  own 
country  much  progress  has  been  made  in  establishing  a  right  rela- 
tion between  the  prisoner  and  society,  and  the  prevailing  tendency 
now  is  in  the  direction  of  the  reformatory  treatment  of  criminals. 
The  National  Prison  Congress  held  recently  at  Cincinnati  during 
its  deliberations  discussed  the  wholo  subject  connected  with  pris- 
ons and  prisoners  and  contributed  much  valuab'e  information  in 
the  various  papers  read.  The  public  at  large  needs  to  be  better 
informed  on  this  important  topic  and  should  be  educated  on  the 
causes  of  crime,  its  laws  and  prevention. 

Mr.  Thomas  Hughes,  well  known  by  his  delightful  writings 
and  equally  honored  among  us  for  his  cordial  regard  for  this 
country  and  deep  smypathy  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  has 
lately  spent  a  short  time  in  visiting  various  places  of  interest  in 
America.  Everywhere  he  has  met  with  a  hearty  welcome  and  con- 
fesses to  an  impression  of  American  life,  manners  and  institutions 
far  more  favorable  even  than  he  had  anticipated.  He  warmly 
pledges  what  influence"  he  has  in  the  removal  of  the  ridiculous 
prejudices  concerning  us  that  have  so  wide  currency  among  his 
countrymen. 

The  N.  Y.  Board  of  Education  has  been  considering  the 
expediency  of  abolishing  corporal  punishment  from  the  schools  in 
the  city,  and  has  decided  not  to  "  spare  the  rod."  The  experiment 
of  using  moral  suasion  alone  would  certainly  fail  in  some  of  our 
ward  schools,  at  least,  considering  what  elements  compose  them. 
These  require  a  governing  hand  that  can  inspire  an  occasional  sense 
of  awe  in  the  pupils,  otherwise  governing  them  would  be  impossi- 
ble. Kind  words  and  gentle  treatment  should  be  the  rule  doubt- 
less with  all  teachers,  but  when  these  fail  the  inevitable  result 
must  be  the  ruler,  so  far  as  our  public  schools  of  the  lower  class  are 
concerned.  The  abolition  of  corporal  punishment  would  fail  of  its 
end  in  this  city,  we  are  confident.  Syracuse,  however,  boasts  that 
her  seventeen  public  schools  have  been  successfully  managed  for 
three  years  past  without  resorting  to  this  mode  of  punishment,  and 
we  congratulate  her  teachers  on  the  result. 

"Accidents  will  Happen"  is  accepted  as  a  proverb  which 
will  always  remain  true.  But  is  there  no  prevention  for  accidents 
like  the  following  which  is  only  one  of  many  T 

"  A  boy  residing  with  his  parents  in  New  Brunswick,  threw  a 
cent  across  the  room  recently,  while  the  members  of  his  family 
were  seated  round  a  table,  upon  which  stood  a  kerosene  lamp. 
The  coin  struck  the  lamp  chimney,  the  lamp  exploded,  and  a  young 
lady,  the  boy's  sister,  was  nearly  burned  to  death. 

The  Hoosac  Tunnel  is  advancing  steadily,  and  a  stage  is 
now  reached  where  it  is  admitted  on  all  sides  that  the  success  of 
the  enterprise  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  doubt.  The  present  con- 
tract requires  it  to  be  completed  in  1874,  and  there  is  good  reason 
to  believe  that  the  work  will  be  accomplished  within  that  time, 
and  perhaps  sooner.  The  entire  length  of  the  tunnel  will  be  near- 
ly five  miles. 

President  Woolsey  of  Tale  College,  has  announced  his  inten 
tion  of  resigning  his  position  next  commencement.  At  that  time 
he  will  have  completed  an  official  term  of  twenty-five  years,  during 
which  he  has  discharged  with  remarkable  fidelity  and  the  widest 
usefulness,  the  duties  of  his  high  and  responsible  position. 

Chief  Justice  Chask  owing  to  feeble  health  cannot  preside 
over  the  next  term  of  the  U.  8.  Supreme  Court. 
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ABROAD. 

The  Struggle  in  Europe  daring  the  past  month  has  been 
as  lingering  and  indecisive  as  it  was  terrible  and  momentous  dur. 
ing  the  early  weeks  of  the  campaign.  The  German  army  is  slow- 
ly investing  the  proud  and  magnificent  capital  of  France  and  the 
threatened  bombardment  may  open  at  any  moment.  Paris  thus  far 
has  been  ably  defonded  considering  the  rawness  of  the  recruits  that 
compose  the  majority  of  the  garrison.  Many  other  fortified  places 
continue  to  hold  out  against  the  enemy,  who  are  complete  masters  of 
the  open  territory.  The  policy  of  the  Prussians  apparently  is  to 
besiege  all  important  points,  prevent  the  formation  of  a  new  French 
army  to  operate  in  the  field,  and  let  time  and  overwhelming  num- 
bers work  out  the  conclusion.  They  are  in  very  great  force  on 
French  soil  and  do  not  intend  to  relinquish  the  struggle  until  they 
can  be  guaranteed  a  peace  that  in  its  terms 
shall  recompense  them  for  all  their  great  ef- 
forts and  sacrifices. 

These  demands  seem  almost  irresistible  for 
the  organization  of  an  efficient  army  in 
France  in  the  presence  of  myriads  of  trained  j 
soldiers,  to  support  whom  a  nation  of  discip- 
lined soldiers  is  within  call  by  telegraph  and 
railroad  seems  at  present  wholly  impracti- 
cable. The  superiority  of  Prussia  rests  on 
the  military  discipline  and  training  of  her 
entire  people  for  the  last  generation ;  to  or. 
ganize  the  French  peasantry  and  nation  into 
a  well  appointed  army  that  shall  cope  with 
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their  adversaries  is  not  to  be  effected  by  any  coup  d'etat  but  by  th* 
the  patient  work  of  months  and  years. 

Politically  the  aspect  of  France  is  not  promising.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  say  what  the  form  of  government  is  in  France  to-day. 
The  Republic  is  by  necessity  acquiesced  in,  but  should  it  fail  to  ac- 
complish anything  with  its  armies,  anew  revolution  may  take 
place  on  or  even  before  the  return  of  peace.  Socially,  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  is  proving  disastrous  to  the  Germans  as  well  as  to 
the  French.  A  million  valuable  men  taken  sudden 'y  from  German 
work-shops  and  homes  can  be  ill-spared  much  longer,  and  in  France 
everything  is  paralized.  Society  and  humanity  alike  call  for  the 
close  of  the  conflict.  It  is  in  the  power  of  Prussia  to  end  it  with 
honor  to  herself  and  without  disgrace  to  her  defeated  enemy. 
Christian  sentiment  the  world  over*is  loudly  expressed  in  favor 
of  immediate  peace  in  Europe. 

Tlie  Mountains  of  Switzerland 
are  becoming  painfully  famous  for  the  num- 
ber of  lives  lost  upon  them,  sacrificed  to  a 
rash  and  reckless  S|  irit  of  adventure.  Very 
recently  eleven  men  perished  in  attempting 
to  ascend  Mount  Blanc,  two  of  whom  were 
American  travellers.  When  not  more  than 
an  hour's  distance  from  the  summit,  they 
were  overtaken  by  a  violent  tempest  and,  it 
it  supposed,  precipitated  upon  a  glacier  and 
killed.  Two  different  expeditions  failed  to 
find  them  after  two  day's  search  . 

'I  he  perilous  ascent  was  undertaken  in  the 
face  of  a  threatening  storm  and.persisted  in 
from  a  point  where  the  party  might  have 
remained  in  safety. 
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CHRISTIAN  UNPERSUADABLENESS. 

O.  L.  WAI.KEB. 

These  are  waxen  times.  We  are  told  by  the  Apostle  James 
that  the  "  wisdom  which  descendeth  from  above"  is  "  easy  to 
be  entreated."'  But  there  is  a  limit  to  the  due  exercise  of  the 
yielding  spirit.  Compliance  is  beautiful  when  it  sacrifices  self, 
but  when  the  thing  sacrificed  is  not  self,  but  right,  compliance 
is  sin.  We  are  fallen  upon  a  period  when  the  virtue  of  ac- 
quiescence is  developed  to  the  full  extent  it  will  safely  bear. 
The  Christian  conscience  in  most,  needs  a  tonic  rather  than  a 
sedative — more  iron  in  blood  and  fibre.  The  persuadable  and 
irresolute  temper  of  popular  piety,  is  one  of  the  greatest  hin- 
drances of  Christian  success.  To  a  Christian  young  man  or 
woman,  therefore,  especially  in  a  fashionable  community  and 
surrounded  by  social  temptations,  few  virtues  can  be  more  im- 
portant than  unpersuadableness. 

It  is  necessary  to  earnest  Christian  living.  The  traveller  to  the 
heavenly  gate  has  an  uphill  road  to  go.  Seductions  come 
in  many  forms,  in  the  gaieties  of  fashionable  life  and  in  the 
allurements  of  pleasure ;  they  arise  from  the  promptings  of 
ambition  or  love  of  ease,  or  pride  of  position  or  of  person.  They 
come  sometimes  in  the  speech  of  friends,  exhorting  the  young 
disciple  not  to  be  too  precise  or  peculiar  in  the  Lord's  service. 
Or  they  come  even  from  the  lips  of  professedly  Christian  pa- 
rents, delicately  dissuading  a  son  or  daughter  from  some  course 
of  earnest  devotion  to  the  Master's  work.  It  is  the  father  who 
desires  the  son  to  be  a  prosperous  merchant,  or  the  mother  who 
wishes  her  daughter  to  shine  in  society,  who  quiets  the  con- 
science and  turns  away  attention  from  the  claims  of  Christ. 

To  a  Christian  young  man  or  woman  tempted  in  any  of  these 
ways  the  only  salvation  is  in  becoming  flint.  The  temper  of 
calm  but  positive  unyieldingness,  is  the  only  one  that  can 
avail  for  him.  He  must  have  power  to  say  "  No."  "  No," 
whatever  the  consequences.  "  No,"  whatever  the  customs  of 
society  may  urge  to  the  contrary.  "  No,"  whatever  shortsight- 
ed friendship  may  solicit  or  implore.  "  No  1"  whatever  tears 
of  our  own  or  of  others  the  fulfillment  of  duty  may  cost. 

Another  advantage  of  this  heroic  virtue  is  the  exemption 
which  its  presence  gives  from  many  perplexities  of  a  religious  life. 
Unpersuadableness  is  a  wonderful  saver  of  mortification  and 
trouble.  A  great  part  of  the  annoyances  and  errors  of  a  Chris- 
tian life  arise  from  the  want  of  positiveness.  It  is  a  life  lived 
so  near  the  boundary  of  inexpedient  or  forbidden  things,  that  it 
easily  slips  over  the  boundary.  Owing  to  its  very  position  so 
near  the  dividing  line,  persuasions  to  cross  it  will  never  be 
wanting.  These  will  always  surround  a  man  just  so  long  as  he 
lives  a  life  of  this  uncertain  quality.  Men  will  experiment  up- 
on him.  They  are  not  certain  whether  it  is  principle  or  pro- 
fession which  actuates  him.  They  will  try  to  find  out.  And 
the  probability  is  that  the  experiment  will  avail  so  far,  at  least, 
as  to  lead  the  man  into  perplexities  which  will  sow  his  path- 
way with  obscurities  and  moisten  his  pillow  with  tears.  The 
cure  for  all  this  is  unpersuadableness.' 

The  wild  savage  of  central  Africa  wastes  not  his  arrows  on 
the  close-jointed  scales  of  the  crocodile,  nor  the  triple  hided 
shoulder  of  the  rhinoceros.  He  reserves  his  feathery  shafts  for 
more  vulnerable  game.  And  so  temptation  often  times  gives  over 
even  attempting  to  assail  the  strong  armor  of  Christian  resolve, 
too  stiff  to  be  bent,  too  tough  to  be  broken. 

Christian  unpersuadableness  has  great  power  in  commending 
religion  to  others. 

Men,  however  irreligious  themselves,  like  positiveness  in  re- 
ligion. They  recognize — yea  too,  they  revere  a  piety  which  is 
straight  out,  uncompromising,  unpersuadable.  Such  piety  as 
this  carries  conviction  of  religious  truth  to  many  a  man  whom 


arguments  have  not  convinced  or  providences  subdued.  The 
man  cannot  shake  it  off.  Amid  the  crowds  of  plastic,  persuad- 
able, compromising  souls  who  profess  the  Gospel,  he  has  met 
some  who  exemplify  the  Gospel.  Kind,  generous,  but  unyield- 
ing; unpersuadable  in  their  loyalty  to  their  convictions,  he 
finds  an  argument  in  them  which  he  cannot  answer. 

It  is  Christian  decisiveness  which  does  this.  Indecisiveness 
cannot  do  it.  There  is  strength  in  a  positive  position  both  to 
convince  and  to  win.  It  is  an  unpersuadable  piety  which  is  the 
piety  that  persuades.    Let  us  cultivate  that  heroic  grace. 

There  is  such  a  manner  of  living  that  the  world  gives  over 
even  attempting  to  oppose  or  seduce.  A  good  resolve  toward 
such  a  life  is  the  resolve  to  be  something  positive  and  unmis- 
takable.   To  be  right  I    To  be  unpersuadable  in  the  right  I 


HEAR  TOUR  BROTHER 

JAMES  H.  CROSBY. 

A  few  Christians  were  gathered  for  prayer  and  conference. 
Toward  the  close  of  the  hour,  one  of  them,  without  rising, 
spoke  to  his  brethren  of  a  special  case,  calling  for  their  sympa- 
thy, and,  if  possible,  for  some  practical  expression  thereof.  He 
told  them  of  their  suffering  brother,  in  such  a  way  as  naturally 
to  excite  their  compassion  and  fellow-feeling.  In  closing,  he 
expressed  the  wish  that  we  "  pray  for  him  now  ." 

Within  fifteen  seconds  another  was  on  his  feet,  to  address 
them  for  five  or  ten  minutes  on  a  general  topic,  one  of  great 
practical  interest.  What  he  said,  might  just  as  well  have  been 
said  in  any  one  of  a  hundred  meetings  that  same  evening. 
Probably  in  any  other  one  of  them  it  would  have  excited  more 
interest  than  there  and  would  have  stood  a  better  chance  of 
comforting,  arousing,  inspiring  than  just  there.  As  it  was,  it 
came  like  a  cold  shower  upon  all  the  feeling  which  had  been 
or  might  have  been  excited  by  the  words  which  went  before, 
and  grated  on  the  nerves  of  those  who  had  any  nerves  with 
them.  It  was  emphatically  in  the  wrong  place.  There  may 
have  been  excuse  for  it  in  the  individual  instance  of  the  speak- 
er. If  so,  it  was  at  any  rate  unfortunate. 

This  is  an  actual  case.  It  illustrates  a  fault  not  uncommon  in 
social  religious  meetings,  that  they  are  social  more  in  name 
than  in  reality.  Each  one  is  busy  with  his  own  train  of 
thought,  or  subject  of  feeling.  Not  only  so ;  but  there  is  no 
readiness  to  turn  aside  to  sympathize  with  the  thought  or  feel- 
ing of  another.  The  mind  of  each  is  open  as  it  were  only  at 
one  point,  and  there  only  for  the  going  forth  of  sentiment,  not 
at  every  point  ready  to  receive  from  all  and  to  answer  to  all.  It 
is  as  when  in  the  Corinthian  church  one  spoke  or  prayed  in  an 
unknown  tongue.  He  spoke  or  prayed  to  God,  but  the  other 
was  not  edified. 

I  would  by  no  means  recommend  any  cast  iron  system  by 
which  unity  of  subject  should  be  exacted  from  all  who  partici- 
pate in  such  exercises:  I  would  not  even  have  such  unity 
strongly  recommended.  It  would  exclude  much  of  the  mosi 
spontaneous  and  individual  expression  which  is  to  be  had. 

But  I  would  have  each  one  go  to  the  prayer-meeting,  with 
the  idea  that  he  is  there  to  meet  his  brethren  ;  their  minds  and 
souls  as  well  as  their  bodies.  Let  him  cultivate  the  habit  or 
receiving  his  hints  and  his  inspiration,  through  them,  so  far  as 
that  shall  be  practicable.  Let  him  take  with  him  material 
with  which  to  contribute  to  the  general  stock,  if  he  can.  But 
if  before-  the  time  comes  to  use  it,  some  word  has  been  dropped 
by  another  which  suggests  some  other  theme,  on  which  he  has 
only  a  little  to  offer,  but  that  little  seems  more  in  accord  with 
that  other's  frame  of  mind,  let  him  give  that  the  preference. 
The  poorer  thought  may  be  the  better  contribution,  if  it  have 
more  of  the  element  of  Christian  sympathy. 
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SUPPLEMENT    TO    THE 

Association  Monthly 

TO  OUR  READERS  AND  FRIENDS. 

To  oor  Readers  and  all  Friends  ok  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  we  desire  to  speak  a  word  of  appeal  in 
behalf  otme  brwich  of  onr  common  work.  During  the  first  year  of  its  existence  the  ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY  has 
been  heartily  endorsed  by  our  General  Convention  at  Indianapolis  and  by  15  State  and  Provincial  Conventions  as  a 
paper  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  our  work,  and  deserving  the  active  support  of  all  our  memhers.  We  eannot  better  em- 
body the  sentiment  than  in  the  words  of  the  Indianapolis  Convention : 

"  Betohed.  That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  Associations  it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers,  and  that  they  should  not 
be  content  until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  membership." 

Thus  encouraged  to  look  for  hearty  and  enthusiastic  support  from  our  members  and  friends  the  Executive  Committee  en- 
ter upon  a  new  year  with  the  purpose  of  making  the  paper  more  and  more  indispensable  to  all  connected  with  our  Associations. 
Some  of  the  best  writers  in  the  various  churches  have  contributed  to  our  columns  during  the  past  twelve  months.  To  their 
number  we  expect  to  add  many  more  the  coming  year. 

But  we  want  also  the  aid  of  our  active  members  who  are  familiar  with  what  is  being  effected  in  the  various  departments 
of  our  work.    For  the 

**  News  of  AnsociaHonit "  during  the  year  just  closed  we  received  reports  and  information  concerning  only  100  societies 
on  this  Continent  A  list  of  these  will  be  found  in  the  index  given  in  this  number  of  the  Monthly.  Glance  over  the  list,  and 
if  your  Association  is  not  mentioned  there  send  us  some  word  of  what  the  Lord  is  accomplishing  through  your  organization. 
In  this  way  we  shall  be  able  to  present  the  growth  and  progress  of  our  cause,  so  that  many  struggling  societies  who  are  only 
waiting  for  a  word  of  encouragement  or  experience  will  be  aroused  and  quickened  to  a  new  life.  Be  sure  and  send  us  constantly 
iTHMS  op  News  of  Associations. 

Many  dipkicuj.ties  ajsd  obstacles  spring  up  in  the  path  of  the  brethren.  Perplexed  they  look  for  help  and  counsel. 
Instructive  facte  they  will  always  mid  recorded  in  our  columns.    But  for  cases  of  special  embarrassment  we  have  provided  the 

Question  Drawer.  To  this  we  welcome  all  inquiries  relating  to  our  Association  work.  Pains  will  be  taken  to  secure 
timely  and  helpful  answers  to  these  questions. 

To  anatlier  class  of  Questions  belong  two  queries  that  are  answered  on  page  325  of  this  number  of  the  Monthly.  Sim- 
ilar inquiries  growing  out  of  the  wants  and  perplexities  of  the  Christian  life  can  be  answered  only  by  those  who  have  had 
the  experience. craved  or  have  overcome  the  obstacles  encountered.  From  such  authority  we  will  endeavor  to  secure  the  an- 
swers asked  for. 

Incidents  front  the-  Prayer-Meeting  is  the  title  of  a  column  filled  with  instructive  incidents  that  have  occurred  or 
have  been  narrated  in  the  numerous  daily  prayer  meetings  held  by  our  Associations.  We  ask  the  brethren  engaged  in  this  de- 
partment of  our  work  to  take  an  interest  in  sending  u<<  some  striking  and  encouraging  incidents  of  what  God  has  wrought 
through  them. 

Pecuniary  Aid  is  also  needed  if  the  paper  is  to  accomplish  one  of  its  objects  in  becoming  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
General  Convention  by  paying  the  expenses  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  of  all  the  agencies  used  to  spread  the  knowledge 
of  our  work,  to  organize  new  Associations  and  to  cheer  and  yistruct  those  already  in  operation.  To  accomplish  all  this  out 
of  the  profits  of  the  paper  is  one  design  of  the  Convention  and  the  Committee  in  starting  this  enterprise. 

To  secure  the  accomplishment  of  these  purposes  we  ask  all  our  old  subscribers  to 

Renew  their  Subscriptions  at  the  close  of  the  old  year,  and  to  send  the  paper  if  possible  to  a  few  persons  as 

AN  ASSOCIATION  TRACT. 

A  number  of  our  subscribers  have  aided  us  in  this  way  by  paying  for  several  copies,  directing  them  to  be  sent  to  ministers 
and  others  whom  they  desired  to  interest  in  the  growth  and  objects  of  our  Associations.  We  hope  that  many  more  will  engage 
in  this  distribution  of  tract*.  We  repeat  here  the  offer  made  in  another  column,  jfany  person  will  send  us  one  or  more  names  with 
rorresponding  addresses,  and  enclosing  75  cent*  for  each,  we  will  send  the  paper/or  one  year  to  every  such  address. 

Of  all  readers  of  the  Monthly,  and  members  and  friends  of  our  Associations  the  Committee  ask  active  co-operation  in 
the' establishment  op  a  paper  por  our  soorETiBB  throughout  the  Continent  which  shall  furnish  reliable  and  instructive 
news  of  our  work  in  all  its  departments,  shall  represent  the  institution  in  the  press  and  prove  a  bond  of  union  among  our  members  in 
the  different  States  and  Provinces. 

If  this  timely  aid  in  contributions  and  subscriptions  is  promptly  rendered  by  those  who  read  these  HneB,  the  paper 
which  in  Convention  assembled  they  voted  into  existence,  will  by  their  Christian  activity  become  widely  and  powerfully  in- 
fluential in  aiding  all  our  societies  in  their  noble  work  of  leading  young  men  to  Christ. 
Signed-: 

v ♦,„„o„mm!f^„*fu„v  if  r-   a    i  CEPHAS  BRAINERD.        TIMOTHY  G.  SELLEW,  Jr.. 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Y.  M  C '.A.  \  WJ,  p  LEB  ROBERT  R.  McBURNEY. 

in  United  States  and  British  Provinces.    )  JA)|Kg  g^^g  Jr  EDGAR  A  HUTCHINS. 

BENJ.  C.  WETMORE,  Jr., 
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SUPPLEMENT  to  the  ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


We  are  able,  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year,  to  make  a  very  advantageous  offer  to  all  our 


Subscribers,  old  and  new. 


A  volume  of  great  statistical  value  and  interest,  entitled:  "The  New  York  Observer  Year  Book 
and  Almanac."  has  just  been  prepared  and  will  be  issued  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year.  A 
very  complete  compend  of  important  information,  both  secular  and  religious,  it  is  designed  to 
be  indispensable  to  all  intelligent  persons  who  desire  to  be  well  informed  on  topics  relating  to 
progress  in  all  departments  of  human  activity. 

It  is  a  volume  of  over  200  pages,  and  with  an'  Introduction  containing  an  interesting 
History  of  Almanacs,  will  comprise  several  distinct  (Departments,  as  follows : 


1.  Explanations  of  the  Cycles  of  Time: 

A  complete  history  of  the  arrangement  of  the  year,  The 
Length  and  Names  of  the  Months,  Origin  of  the  Names  of 
the  days  of  the  Week.  Sidereal  and  Solar  Time,  Difference  of 
Time,  Calendar  Explanation  and  the  Monthly  Calendar. 

2.  A  Civil  and  Commercial  Department, 

Embracing  The  UNITED  STATES.  — The  Executive, 
the  Cabinet,  the  Judiciary,  Ministers  to  Foreign  Countries ; 
The  Forty-First  Congress— The  Senate,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  Presidents  under  the  Federal  Constitution, 
Popular  Vote  for  the  Presidents,  Customs  Revenue  for  Fifty 
Tears,  Imports  and  Re-Exports  for  the  Last  Two  Years,  Do- 
mestic, Exports  for  the  Last  Two  Years,  Vessels  Entered  and 
Cleared  for  the  last  Two  Years,  United  States  Bonds ,  Public 
Debt  of  the  United  States — Comparative  Statement  of  Ex- 
penditures, Comparative  Expense  of  the  U.  S.  Wars ;  Debt 
of  each  Administration ;  Dates  of  the  American  Wars.  Im- 
migration for  Fifty-one  Years ;  Internal  Revenue— Taxes, 
Stamp  Duties,  Tariff  of  1870 ;  United  States  Postage— Do- 
mestic, Foreign ;  the  States  of  the  Union,  the  Territories. 

THE  GOVERNMENTS  OF  THE  WORLD.— North 
America,  South  America  West  India  Islands,  Europe,  Asia, 
Africa,  Australia,  Polynesia. 

The  Continents ;  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of  the  World. 


3.  An  extensive  Agricultural  Department, 

Giving  statistics  of  the  various  products  of  the  country. 

4.  An  Ecclesiastical  Department, 

Containing  A  General  Summary  of  the  Religious  Denom- 
inations in  America,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  the  Islands  of 
the  Sea,  with  the  Statistics  of  every  Evangelical  Denomina- 
tion in  this  country,  together  with  a  complete  Directory 
of  Names  and  Post-Office  Addresses  of  att  the 
Ministers  of  the  several  brandies  of  tlie  Pres- 
byterian, Congregational,  Reformed  (Dutch) 
Episcopal,  Lutheran,  Reformed  (German) 
United  Brethren  Churches, 

5.  A  Department  of  Church  Work, 

Containing  the  Statistics  of  Benevolent  Contributions  for 
the  country  at  large. 

6.  An  Educational •  Department, 

With  a  complete  List  of  Colleges  throughout  the  country, 
and  their  Presidents. 

7.  A  Similar  List  of  Theological  Semi- 
naries of  all  denominations. 

8.  Medical    Department,    Medical    Col- 
leges, &c. 

9.  Legal  Department,  Law  Schools,  &c. 


The  retail  price  of  this  (Book  is  ONE  DOLLAR. 

To  any  Subscriber  sending  us  $1.50  we  will  send  in  return  the. 
"  Association  Monthly,"  for  one  year,  and  a  copy  of  this  valuable 
work. 


How  to  Bind  the  Monthly. 

We  are  able  to  make  the  following  offer  to  our 
subscribe™  and  we  bope  that  every  Association 
with  a  reading  room  will  send  to  ns  for  this  ex- 
cellent self  binder. 

Koch's  patent  self  binder,  fall  cloth  sides,  with 
neat  gilt  side  stamp,  manufactured  expressly  for 
the  '^Association  Monthly."  will  be  furnished  to 
subscribers  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  one  dollar. 
Fall  directions  accompany  each  hinder.  No  sub- 
scriber should  be  without  one.  Address,  enclos- 
ing one  dollar, 

r.  o.  noaiE, 

Association  Building,    ~ 
i«.  1th  Ave.  mi  (3d  81,  Htw  Tort. 


Offer  to  New  Subscribers. 

Asrr  lriw  Bdbsobibbb  datiss  hi*  ybabLY 

SUBSORHTtOH  rBOB  JULY,  1870,  WILL  BE  Xim- 
TLXD  TO  ALL  THB  BACK  HUKBIKS  Of  THB  PaPBB 
HO  BCBSOBimOB  bxfibuo  WITH  ZBB  Moxth- 
LT  TOE  JUlfX,  1871. 

Every  such  subscriber  will  in  this  way  secure 
the  entire  serial  story  of  Mrs.  Prentiss,  and  also, 
the  series  of  pictures  of  Association  Buildings, 
beginning  with  the  edifice  In  New  fork,  and  de> 
signed  to  Include  the  pictorial  representations  of 
all  similar  edifices. 
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It  will  occur  to  gome  minds  to  say  in  reply  that  this  plan 
allows  for  but  little  expression  of  earnest  individual  thought, 
feeling  or  experience  and  that  therefore  there  is  little  opportu- 
nity to  exercise  that  ready  sympathy  which  is  asked  for.    In 
so  far  as  this  is  true,  it  may  be  looked  on  as  even  an  additional 
reason  for  making  use  of  what  opportunity  we  do  have  for 
Christian  community.     Let  us  strengthen  the  things  which 
remain,  that  are  ready  to  die.    What  is  called  tact,  in  conduc- 
tors of  meetings,  consists  in  part  of  this  very  disposition  and 
readiness  to  listen  to  others,  and  follow  them,  even  helping 
them  to  a  clearer  perception  of  their  own  thought,  a  clearer 
sense  of  what  was  already  in  their  own  experience.  When  this 
is  done  artificially  or  formally,  it  may  add  intellectual  interest, 
but  is  at  least  an  imperfect  good  mixed  with  evil ;  when  it  is 
done  with  real  sympathy,  it  may  be  a  far  higher  and  deeper 
help. 
The  lesson  is  to  lay  aside  vanity,  and  to  resist  exclusive 
J  absorption  in  our  own  thoughts,  while  we  open  our  hearts  to 
J  receive  all  possible  good  impulse  from   others,  and  to  put  onr- 
I  selves  with  (hem  for  mutual  benefit  and  sympathy. 


HOW  TO   CONQUER  INFIDELITY. 

BY   REV.    O.  MONOD. 
Translated  from  tlie  French,  for  the  Auoctatton  Monthly. 

There  is  a  sin  against  which  I  would  that  Christian  young 
men  might  unite  in  solemn  league :  it  is  infidelity.  In  calling 
it  a  sin  I  give  it  its  Scriptural  name :  Jesus  Christ  calls  it  a 
sin.  It  is  the  very  root  and  essence  of  evil.  It  is  the  most  glitter- 
ing form  in  which  human  pride  can  robe  itself — rebellion 
against  God.  How  shall  this  enemy  of  God  and  souls  be  con- 
quered ?  Every  Christian  has,  against  himself  a  post  to  guard 
and  a  contest  to  keep  up.  But  you,  Christian  young  men,  have 
especially  your  post  and  your  contest.  It  is  yours  to  show  that 
the  glory  of  youth,  the  strength  of  study,  the  solidity  of  knowl- 
edge can  be  allied  to  the  humility  of  faith,  It  is  yours  to  show 
the  wise  from  whom  God  hath  hidden  and  veiled  the  things 
of  His  kingdom,  that  the  little  ones  who  hear  His  word  are 
more  truly  wise  and  more  truly  powerful  than  themselves. 

But  if  you  would  triumph  over  infidelity  it  is  not  under  a 
single  form  but  under  'all  its  forms  that  you  must  combat  this 
sin ;  and  above  all  when  you  find  it  in  the  church.  There  is 
one  irresistible  demonstration  of  the  divinity  of  the  Gospel  and 
the  reality  of  miracles ;  it  is,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  the 
divinity  of  the  consistent  life  of  Christians,  and  the  miracle  of 
their  charity  and  their  sanctity.  When  the  world  has  been 
brought  face  to  face  with  men  like  the  apostles  and  with  the 
holy  women  of  the  gospel  or  with  the  primitive  Christians  at 
Jerusalem ;  with  conversions  such  as  those  of  the  thief  on  the 
cross,  and  Saul  of  Tarsus,  its  mouth  is  shut  and  thousands  of 
souls  believe.  How  can  be  explained  works  the  like  of  which 
"the  world  never  saw,  or  characters  whose  counterpart  had  never 
been  beheld,  except,  by  admitting  that  miracle  of  miracles,  Je- 
sus Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit  3  It  would  be  just  so  to-day 
were  we  what  we  might  be  and  ought  to  be.  The  world  then 
would  have  before  its  eyes  the  miracle  embodied  in  Christian 
lives  and  could  not  deny  the  miracle  incarnate  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  the  miracle  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  That  which  enfeebles 
the  church  and  which  gives  such  assurance  to  the  opponents 
of  the  Gospel,  is  this  semi-Christianity,  this  facile  Christi- 
anity which  upon  the  pretext  of  exalting  grace  abases  and 
depreciates  the  law ;  which  assimilates  Christians  to  the  world 
to  such  a  degree  that  the  world  can  see  no  longer  any  differ- 
ence between  its  children  and  those  of  God.  O,  my  young 
friends,  would  you  relieve  and  raise  this  poor  humiliated  church, 


languishing  as  she  is,  and  seeming  sometimes  ready  to  succumb 
under  the  blows  of  the  adversary  ?  Remember,  if  you  are 
Christians,  the  victorious  strength  which  God  has  given  you,  re- 
call it,  nourish  it  upon  nis  word,  and  display  it;  make  it  re- 
splendent in  breaking  all  those  bonds  of  sin  for  yourselves  and 
for  your  youthful  companions.  Holy  arid  humble,  the  church 
shall  be  purged  of  her  pride  by  your  example,  by  your  victory 
over  the  world,  and  thus  will  you  deliver  not  only  your  own 
souls  but  the  church  and  the  world  ! 


MORE  MINISTERS  NEEDED. 

HOW  TO  8ECURB  THEM. 

The  ministers  of  the  gospel  are  not  increasing  as  rapidly  as 
our  population.  This  sad  and  serious  fact  calls  for  very  prompt 
effort  on  the  part  of  all  disciples  of  Christ  At  the  Jast  general 
conference  (Congregational)  in  Maine  a  timely  report  on  this 
subject  was  read,  to  some  points  of  which  we  call  the  special 
attention  of  our  readers.  After  setting  forth  the  fact  above 
stated  they  urge  with  hopeful  earnestness  the  remedies  within 
our  reach. 

Mr  it  of  all  the  urgent  necessity  of  prayer  to  God.  It  is  usual  to 
introduce  prayer  at  the  close  of  a  report,  because  it  seems  courte- 
ous, after  all  the  business  is  discussed,  to  allude  to  human  depend- 
ence, and  to  gracefully  close  with  some  lofty  duty  that  will  glorify 
the  whole.  But  in  our  judgment  prayer  is  in  this  case  the  main 
business ;  and  certainly  the  first  business.  Our  Lord  himself  says ; 
"  Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  send  forth— literally 
thrust  forth,  drive  forth — laborers  into  his  harvest."  Evidently 
men  are  not  to  be  hired  to  go ;  those  who  can  be  hired  are  not 
wanted ;  men  are  not  to  be  taken  who  of  their  own  selves  desire 
to  go  ;  nor  those  urged  by  their  personal  friends  to  go  ;  nor  those 
who  fail  in  getting  any  thing  else  to  do  and  think  they  may  as 
well  go  as  be  idle ; — no,  they  must  be  men  born  of  prayer ;  out  of 
and  after  prajer  they  must  be  sent,  and  that  by  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest.  Plainly  Christ  was  in  the  secret  of  Providence  in  this 
strange  declaration  ;  for  from  the  sending  of  the  twelve,  till  the 
last  ordination  of  a  true  minister,  only  from  prayer  and  because  of 
prayer  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  have  the  true  laborers  come. 
Lords  many  of  the  harvest  have  offered  themselves,  plenty  of  men 
for  a  piece  of  bread  have  been  in  the  field,  but  laborers  serv- 
ing in  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  where  have  they  been  found 
except  when  sent  by  the  Lord  ? 

An  increase  of  instruction  upon  the  divine  method  of  securing 
men  for  the  ministry  la  another  great  need. 

The  youth  of  the  church  should  frequently  be  reminded  that  God 
is  ever  calling  men  to  leave  their  own  plans  and  work,  and  help  him 
out  with  his  plans  and  work.  Men  should  be  taught  that  to  this 
day  Christ  comes  to  the  school-house  and  to  the  work  benches, 
to  the  boats  and  to  the  counting  desks,  saying  to  this  Peter  and 
that  Matthew,  "  Follow  me."  And  likewise  should  they  be  taught 
that  he  does  well  who  arises  and  follows  Christ  in  the  preaching 
of  the  word.  Merchants  who  have  young  men  in  their  employ- 
ment, workmen  who  discern  in  others  talents  for  preaching ;  we, 
their  companions,  pastors,  and  Sabbath  school  teachers  should 
fasten  upon  men  for  Christ,  and  teach  them  to  open  their  ears  to 
his  call.  One  minister  is  known  to  your  committee  who  has 
gained  over  forty  ministers,  in  this  way  of  looking  for  them, 
speaking  to  them,  and  inducing  them  to  undertake  the  work." 

Among  other  needs  are  named :  "  An  adequate  support  of  the 
ministry,  on  the  one  hand,  and  contentment  with  an  adequate  sup- 
port on  the  other ;"  "  a  more  general  exaltation  of  the  ministerial 
office  f  "  an  elevation  of  the  office  in  connection  with  our  process 
of  ministerial  training ;"  and  finally  "  a  revival  of  the  heroic  in  con- 
nection with  ministerial  sacrifice  among  our  young  people.  Christ 
still  has  a  reproach;  he  is  no  philosopher ;  his  gospel  is  foolishness. 
"  Where  is  the  promise  of  his  coming,"  is  still  the  taunt ;  law  has 
the  supremacy;  all  things  go  on  as  from  the  beginning.    The 
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question  is,  Who  will  bear  that  reproach,  go  out  with  him,  stand 
by  him,  be  called  fools  instead  of  philosophers,  mad  instead  of  sane, 
poor  instead  of  rich,  yet  amid  all  be  blessed ?  "For,  blessed  are 
ye  when  men  shall  revile  yon  and  persecute  you,  and  shall  say  all 
manner  of  evil  against  you  falsely  for  my  sake."  Can  our  youth 
more  surely  gain  the  name  and  the  place  of  heroes,  than  by  joining 
the  ranks  of  those  who  wish  to  win  souls  t  Shall  a  dread  of  hard- 
ship or  the  scorn  of  men,  rob  them  of  the  reward  of  those  who  turn 
many  to  righteousness. 

These  are  strong  and  pungent  appeals.  All  of  us  who  con- 
fess Christ  before  men  have  a  duty  to  perform  in  this  matter. 
It  is  a  call  that  concerns  what  is  vital  to  our  Master's  cause. 
Let  us  be  prayerfully  and  energetically  active  in  meeting  the 
demand  made  upon  us. 

The  following  incident  illustrates  how  a  church  and  pastor 
may  practically  help  the  cause.  A  Baptist  church  in  one  of 
the  suburbs  of  New  York,  ten  years  ago,  happened  to  learn 
that  a  theological  student  in  one  of  the  Seminaries  was  going 
to  abandon  his  studies  for  the  lack  of  $150.  They  provided 
the  money.  The  next  year  they  assisted  four  students  in  a 
similar  way.  Every  twelvemonth  since,  the  number  has  increased 
till  last  year  they  raised  $3,750  and  aided  with  sums  varying 
from  $50  to  $350,  32  students  in  7  Theological  Seminaries.  If 
some  of  the  churches  which  lavish  thousands  of  dollars  on  the 
extravagances  of  architecture  and  outward  show  would  under- 
take similar  systematic  contributions  to  the  cause  of  ministerial 
education,  something  would  be  done  toward  answering  the 
urgent  call  above. 


A  CLIMAX  OP  CONVENTIONS. 

L.  F.  BOWLAHD,  JB. 

It  may  be  not  only  interesting  but  practical  to  state  the  plan 
or  purpose  of  our  conventions  in  Massachusetts.  The  first  and 
second,  at  Springfield  and  Worcester,  were  devoted  to  the  sub- 
jects :  What  is  our  work  and  how  to  do  it.  The  gatherings  were 
eminently  successful  and  in  these  two  years  we  doubled  our 
working  force,  and  the  number  of  associations.  We  went  to  the 
Lowell  Convention  in  1869,  praying  and  working  for  conversions 
there — actual  life  experience  at  the  belt  teaclier.  Many  conversions 
occurred.  One  delegate  believed  that  five  of  those  with  whom  he 
labored  and  conversed,  were  led  to  Jesus.  One  of  these  was  14 
years  and  the  other  85  years  of  age.  Thus  the  Lowell  meeting 
was  greatly  blessed,  and  all  went  home  with  a  new  and  precious 
experience.  This  year  it  was  deeply  felt  by  many  of  us  that  the 
importance  and  means  of  our  own  spiritual  growth  should  be  consid- 
ered that  we  might  thus  become  more  efficient  in  the  work  our 
Lord  has  given  us  to  do.  With  this  object  in  view  we  invited  some 
of  our  best  leading  pastors  to  give  us  essays  upon 

Manly  Christianity .byRer.  W.  B.H.  Murrey. 

The  Bible  the  CbrlnUan'i  outfit .by  Rey.  H.  M.  Futon*. 

Social  Cnrtttlanlty by  Rev.  J.  O.  Feck. 

Pecuniary  Obligation*  ofKeltirfon by  Ber.D.  C.  Eddy,  D.  D. 

Temperance,  The  duty  of  the  Young  Men  of  the  Church,  by  Rev.  M.  Blchardaon. 

This  was  the  best  of  spiritual  food  and  I  believe  has  made  us 
stronger  and  better  workers.  Conversions  have  already  followed 
the  efforts  put  forth  there.  I  learn  also  that  a  blessing  is  left  be- 
hind in  a  religious  interest  already  begun  in  the  church  in  Chelsea, 
where  our  Convention  was  held,  and  also  in  two  other  churches  of 
that  place.  The  last  Convention  was  in  all  respects  the  most  pro- 
fitable. Let  us  pray,  believing,  for  God's  blessing  on  our  gather- 
ing next  year  at  Northampton,  that  it  may  exceed  in  power  for 
good  all  its  predecessrbs. 


Thb  end  of  learning  is  to  know  God,  and  ont  of  that  knowledge 
to  love  Him  and  to  imitate  Him,  as  we  may  the  nearest  by  possess- 
ing our  souls  of  true  virtue. — Milton. 


BIBLE  MEETINGS. 

The  "  Promise  Meeting"  led  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Moody  of  Chicago, 
at  the  various  conventions  he  attended  last  fall  in  New  Eng- 
land, will  not  be  soon  forgotten  by  any  who  were  privileged  to 
attend.    In  some,  100  persons  took  part  within  the  hour. 

Mr.  Moody  would  open  the  meeting  with  some  earnest  words 
on  the  freeness,  certainty,  and  glorious  fullness  and  complete- 
ness of  the  promises  of  Ood.  A  few  verses  would  be  sung,  and 
then  one  after  another  would  rise  in  quick  succession  to  repeat 
a  precious  promise,  sometimes  prefacing  it  with  a  remark  illus- 
trative of  its  power  and  efficacy.  Intermingled  prayers  and 
hymns  caused  the  hour  to  slip  away  very  speedily,  and  as  Mr 
Moody  remarked  at  the  close :  Nobody  seemed  to  wait  for 
anybody  else,  the  leader  did  not  have  occasion  to  remind  the 
brethren  that  the  time  was  precious.  There  were  no  tiresome 
remarks.  Faces  were  not  turned  to  look  at  the  clock.  All 
were  feeding  on  the  word  of  life  with  a  pleasure  and  profit  de- 
lightful to  witness. 

We  earnestly  second  and  repeat  Mr.  Moody's  question :  Why 
can't  we  have  more  such  Bible  Meetings  ?  The  secret  of  the 
interest  excited  was  that  the  Bible  was  brought  into  the  meet- 
ing. There  are  many  themes  beside  the  promises,  that  might 
be  chosen  and  all  coming  with  some  word  of  scripture  on 
Faith,  Hope,  Love,  Joy,  Prayer,  or  other  profitable  subject, 
that  might  have  been  announced,  there  would  be  a  new  life 
and  interest  exhibited  in  the  meeting. 

It  would  be  well  if  the  leader  came  prepared  to  begin  the 
meeting  with  a  few  timely  words  upon  the  chosen  theme.  But 
most  of  the  time  must  be  given  to  reading  and  hearing  pas- 
sages from  the  word  of  Ood. 

Let  us  try  this  plan  in  Association  and  in  Church  meetings. 
Let  the  Bible  speak,  and  we  shall  find  men  eager  to  hear  and 
understand. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  TEST  NECESSARY. 

TESTIMONY  OF  DAVID  HABMITH. 

"  As  interesting  reminiscence  in  the  life  of  the  saintly  David 
Nasmith  is  communicated  to  the  London  (Y.  M.  C.  A)  Mcuenger 
by  James  Bon  wick,  Esq.,  of  Ealing. 

My  first  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Nasmith  was  in  the  year  1838.  His 
personal  influence  over  young  men  was  remarkable  and  was  found- 
ed upon  the  obvious  sincerity  of  his  affection  for  them.  In  1839, 1  re- 
ceived an  invitation  from  him  to  join  a  few  friends  in  consultation. 
About  half  a  dozen  met  together  in  the  good  man's  little  parlor, 
in,  I  think,  Islington.  After  a  prayer,  peculiarly  marked  by  simple 
fervor,  Mr.  Nasmith  spoke  of  his  troubles  in  connection  with  Young 
Men's  Societies.  These  he  had  organized  upon  a  broad  basis,  that 
he  might  enclose  within  the  fold  the  youth  of  all  conditions,  and 
of  every  phase  of  faith.  The  association  even  of  the  worldly- 
minded  and  unbelieving  with  the  earnest  few  would,  he  thought, 
be  beneficial  '  But  what,'  says  the  worthy  founder, '  has  been  our 
experience  f  He  then  with  much  emotion,  described  his  sorrow 
at  the  evident  disorders  which  had  arisen. 

What  was  to  be  done?  He  resolved  to  establish  no  more  Young 
Men's  Societies,  and  proposed  for  our  consideration  the  formation 
of  an  institution  which  should  more  safely  promote  the  well-being 
of  our  youth.  By  allying  the  acknowledged  Christian  portion  of 
the  juvenile  population,  he  believed  he  could  not  only  build  them 
up  in  all  good  works,  but  direct  a  more  powerful,  because  united 
effort  in  enterprises  of  general  benevolence  and  piety.  Our  Con- 
ference terminated  in  a  resolution  then  and  there  to  form  the 
'  Christian  Young  Men's  Union.' 

This  organization  was  short-lived  in  England,  though  longer 
continued  in  the  colonies.  But  it  prepared  the  way  for  the  better 
sustained  and  more  vigorously  conducted  'Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.'  The  latter  is  successful  because  it  is  judiciously 
circumscribed  in  membership,  while  sufficiently  broad  and  catholic 
in  its  principles." 
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HOW  TO   BECOME  A  PRAYERFFL  DISCIPLE. 

[We  than  welcome  In  fatnre  any  questions  like  the  following  from  Christian!  In 
perplexity  and  tronble,  and  will  take  palna  to  obtain  from  those  best  fitted  to  give 
them  replies  to  meet  each  case.] 

Having  received  the  two  following  queries  we  placed  them  for 
answers  in  the  hands  of  one  who  had  answered  them  first  in  a  life 
of  faithful  prayer.  We  hope  the  timely  words  of  counsel  thus  ob- 
tained may  give  encouragement  and  instruction  to  many  inquiring 
and  perplexed  disciples. 

Queby  :  I  hear  much  of  the  power  of  prayer  and  of  the  depen- 
dence of  the  children  of  God  daily  and  hourly  upon  this  blessed 
intercourse  with  their  divine  and  dearest  friend.  But  in  my  Chris- 
tian life,  thus  far,  there  has  been  very  little  genuine  dependence  on 
prayer,  too  little  enjoyment  in  it,  and  even  less  of  action  upon  the 
belief  that  fervent  and  real  (not  merely  formal)  prayer  is  an  abso- 
lute necessity  to  me,  the  "breath"  of  life.  I  have  thought  I 
might  be  helped  by  the  testimony  and  counsel  of  some  child  of  God 
more  blessed  than  I  and  direct  my  inquiry  to  the  Association  Monthly 
hoping  for  some  answer  in  its  columns  that  may  help  other  strug- 
gling disciples  as  well  as  myself. 

Answer.  To  make  prayer  a  power  in  the  life,  is  to  make  it  un- 
derlie, as  its  foundation,  the  whole  structure.  Let  a  young  Chris- 
tian once  become  convinced  of  this,  and  he  is  forever  safe.  He  at 
once  adjusts  himself  to  this  law  of  his  spiritual  nature,  and  presses 
everything  into  its  service.  Is  it  objected  that  this  leads  to  formal- 
ism T  But  who  lives  informally?  Well  aware  that  our  bodies 
would  perish  if  not  duly  and  regularly  cared  for,  we  feed  them 
with  scrupulous  fidelity,  just  so  many  times  during  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  lay  them  away  to  sleep  with  all  the  punctuality 
we  can  attain.  Should  the  soul,  destined  to  outlive  this  body  as 
time  to  outlast  eternity,  fare  so  very  differently  at  our  hands? 
The  simple  fact  is  that  just  as  our  mortal  bodies  would  starve  and 
die  if  their  proper  supply  of  food  were  withheld,  so  our  immortal 
souls  cut  off  from  spiritual  nourishment  that  comes  to  it  through 
prayer  will  inevitably  and  miserably  perish.  This  being  the  case, 
set  times  and  seasons  become  essential.  He  who  prays  only  when  he 
La  perfectly  at  leisure,  feels  in  the  right  mood  for  it,  and  finds  in  It  a 
delight  and  a  refreshment,  will  soon  cease  to  pray  at  all.  For  prayer 
la  not  merely  a  desire  for  this  or  that  spiritual  or  temporal  good, 
expressed  in  an  emergency,  and  silent  when  all  goes  well ;  it  is  a 
hunger  of  the  soul  that  forms  a  habit  for  itself  that  nothing  can 
shake.    Let  us  look  at  its  practical  effect. 

A  young  man  awakes  in  the  morning  with  his  head,  and  perhaps 
his  heart,  likewise,  full  of  plans  for  work  and  plans  for  enjoyment. 
In  his  eagerness  to  carry  out  these  plans  his  first  impulse  is  to 
plunge  into  them  at  once. 

But  a  voice  whispers, '  What  I  are  you,  a  sinful,  weak  creature, 
aware  by  experience  of  the  follies  and  mistakes  you  will  make  if 
left  to  yourself,  going  to  undertake  to  get  through  with 
even  one  day  alone?'  Whose  voice  is  this?  It  is  that  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God.  Our  young  friend,  falters,  reflects,  resolves  to 
obey.  But  he  finds  himself  in  a  worldly  mood.  His  earthly  hopes 
and  plans  intrude  upon  his  most  sacred  ones.  He  has  heard  of  such 
a  thing  as  enjoyment  in  prayer,  of  an  intimate  mystical  relation  to 
God  in  it,  but  he  finds  nothing  of  the  sort.  What  shall  he  do  ? 
Shall  he  rise  from  his  knees  satisfying  himself  with  a  vague  hope 
that  he  shall  some  time  find  himself  fervent  in  spirit,  and  able  to 
draw  satisfaction  from  that  thought?  By  no  means.  To  split  on 
this  rock  is  ruin.  Let  him' remember  that  our  moods  have  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  supreme  will  of  God.  If  He  brings  us  to 
our  knees,  he  means  to  give  us,  if  for  our  good,  what  we  ask  there. 
He  says,  "  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive,"  not  '  Ask  in  such  a  manner 
that  you  cannot  help  admiring  your  eloquent,  touching  way  of 
asking.' 

We  will  imagine  then  that  our  friend  manfully  straggles 
his  way  through  the  sea  of  temptation,  holding  on  to  God's  prom- 
ises with  blinded  eyes,  but  with  persistent  grasp,  and  that  though 
he  does  not  know  it,  has  not  tho  joy  of  its  full  consciousness,  he 


has  fought  a  battle  with  himself  and  Satan  and  come  off  conquer- 
or. The  next  time  he  tries  to  pray  he  may  have  it  to  fight  over 
again ;  conflict  is  a  vital  condition  of  spiritual  growth.  But  sooner 
or  later  this  conflict  becomes  less  severe;  the  man  begins  to  be  a 
new  man.  He  finds  that  his  views  of  life  are  changing,  that  he 
asks  less  from  the  world  and  more  from  his  God  and  Saviour. 
His  closet  gradually  becomes  to  him  the  dearest  spot  on  ear^i.  If 
he  is  glad,  he  goes  there  to  thank  his  Lord  and  Master  for  that 
gladness.  If  perplexed,  he  goes  there  for  counsel ;  if  busy,  for  help 
in  his  business,  if  lonely,"  he  flies  to  it  for  sympathy ;  if  sorrowful, 
he  knows  that  the  Man  of  Sorrows  can  understand  what  he  suffers 
as  no  mortal  man  can  do.  In  other  words,  he  has  learned  to  "  feel 
the  sweet  urgency  of  prayer  and  to  hunger  after  it."  And  he  who 
has  learned  this  secret  has  learned  what  will  thenceforth  give  tone 
to  his  Whole  life. 

There  is  a  saying  of  this  sort :  "  Tell  me  who  are  a  man's  com- 
panions and  I  will  tell  you  what  he  is  "  What  should  we  expect, 
then,  of  the  man  who  "  walks  with  God,"  has  made  him  his  most 
intimate  friend,  and  whose  views  of  life  are  all  drawn  from  the 
highest  intellect,  and  the  largest  heart,  in  all  the  universe  ?  Such  a 
man  finds  that  he  has  a  closet  everywhere.  That  amid  the  bustle  ol 
the  street,  in  the  crowded  public  vehicle,  in  the  scene  of  social  los- 
tivity  he  may  hold  familiar,  blissful  converse  with  God  as  a  man 
talketh  with  his  friend  1  To  say  that  he  is  happy,  that  he  is  bless- 
ed, that  he  possesses  all  things  is  to  express  in  very  feeble  language 
a  truth  whose  beauty  shall  outlast  the  stars. 

To  sum  up  all  we  have  been  trying  to  say,  a  fixed,  inflexible  habit 
of  prayer  is  the  only  road  to  constant  delight  in  it.  And  this 
brings  us  to  the  second  query ; 

BUSY  BUT  PBATEBLES& 
Qtjwby  :  "  One  difficulty  with  inexperienced  Christians,"  I  heard 
an  earnest  speaker  say,  "  is  that  they  get  so  busy  about  their 
work  in  life — good,  necessary,  and  useful  work  often — that  they 
put  this  work  in  the  place  of  Christ.  They  are  too  busy  to  make 
use  of  spiritual  privileges  and  opportunities  by  which  they  should 
grow  in  grace,  that  is,  in  the  love  of  Christ,  and  into  the  "image," 
of  His  supreme  beauty,  purity  and  loveliness."  I  believe  this  is  a 
mistake  I  have  made.  For  a  word  of  wise  counsel  in  the  Absocia- 
ation  Monthly  for  myself  and  others  I  should  be  grateful. 

Answer.  It  has  been  said  that "  the  peculiar  trial  of  hard  work  is 
that  it  keeps  us  so  much  from  prayer,  and  takes  away  the  flower  of 
our  strength  before  we  have  time  for  prayer."  If  religion  were  an 
easy,  indolent  thing,  the  legitimate  work  of  life  could  jog  on  har- 
moniously with  it.  But  the  fact  is,  two  powerful  forces  contend 
for  a  man's  soul  without  giving  him  rest.  He  finds  the  natural 
warring  against  the  supernatural,  in  despair  he  settles  down  upon 
"  Ldborare  est  orare,"  To  labor  is  to  pray.  A  man  lives  In  the 
suburbs  of  this  city.  In  order  to  reach  his  place  of  business  in 
proper  seaeon,  he  must  rise  early,  hurry  through  a  hasty  breakfast, 
and  rush  for  the  train.  What  is  he  to  do?  His  health,  he  be- 
lieves, forbids  his  rising  earlier  than  he  does,  though  he  reminds 
himself  remorsefully  that  Christ  rose  a  great  while  before  it  was 
day  and  went  forth  to  pray  alone.  He  goes  home  at  night,  wear- 
ied to  the  last  degree ;  in  what  condition  is  he  for  an  exercise  that 
demands  all  the  energies  of  body  and  soul  ?  At  first  blush,  it 
might  seem  that  he  has  no  time  to  spare  for  God,  and  that  he  must 
get  through  the  world  in  the  best  way  he  can,  half  starved, 
dissatisfied,  but  sure  that  the  contemplative  side  of  life  is  not  for 
him.  But  in  reality  he  finds  time  for  all  its  great  emergencies. 
He  finds  time  to  marry  and  to  give  in  marriage ;  time  to  push  all 
his  worldly  affairs  successfully  on ;  and  does  he  ever  mil,  cost  what 
it  may,  to  read  his  newspaper  ?  Ah,  we  find  leisure  to  do  what 
we  are  determined  to  do  I  Let  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffer 
violence,  and  let  the  violent  take  it  by  force.  In  a  very  few  years 
at  most,  he  will  find  time  in  which  to  die.  Then,  looking  back 
upon  his  feverish  career,  and  forward  into  a  future  to  which  he 
has  given  little  thought,  will  he  declare  as  his  parting  testi- 
mony, "  I  rejoice  that  not  finding  time  to  pray  I  did  find  time  to 
work,  and  that  lam  now  going  to  reap  the  fruits  of  that  labor  V 
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In  "  Lea  regrets  d'ar  moarant "  words  uttered  by  one  for  whom 
celestial  gates  were  soon  to  open,  we  find  this  appeal : 

"  Ah  1  if  I  could  return  to  life,  I  would  with  the  help  of  God, 
and  in  all  self  distrust,  join  myself  to  prayer  far  more  than  I  have 
done,  and  would  depend  on  it  much  more  than  work,  which,  how- 
ever, it  is  our  duty  not  to  neglect,  but  which  is  only  a  power  when 
sustained  and  animated  by  prayer.  I  would  especially  seek  for 
my  prayer  that  unction  and  favor  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  one 
does  not  learn  in  a  day,  but  is  the  fruit  of  a  long,  often  painful  ap- 
prenticeship. O,  my  friends  t  you  who  are  full  of  life,  whose  career 
is  not  just  about  to  terminate,  seize  this  opportunity,  and  form  new 
habits  of  prayer  *  *  *  and  finally  beg  God  to  guide  you,  and  to 
fill  you  with  this  prayer, '  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray !' " 

LOVE  TO  JESUS  AS  MORAL  FORCE. 

JAMES  8.  WRIGHT. 

The  soul  moves  and  toils  and  Buffers  with  a  ready  will  under  the 
influence  of  strong  affection.  A  large  part  of  the  work  of  the 
world  is  done  under  such  an  impulse.  There  have  been  instances 
in  which  love  to  Christ  has  had  possession  of  the  entire  man.  To 
any  duty  laid  on  him  such  a  one  is  moved  with  a  mighty  purpose. 

Take  the  duty,  or  rather  the  unspeakable  privilege  of  prayer. 
He  whose  soul  is  possessed  by  the  love  of  Jesus  will  feel  the  su- 
preme affection  constraining  him  to  pray  without  ceasing,  with 
hopeful  importunity,  with  a  faith  that  knows  no  misgiving. 

This  love  also  moves  to  labor*  of  love.  What  mighty  force  urges 
Paul  perpetually  in  face  of  death  to  life-long  and  fearless  labors,  as 
he  proclaims  salvation  to  guilty  men  ?  He  himself  answers,  "  The 
love  of  Christ  conatraineth  me."  Wherever  the  most  burning  zeal 
is  found,  and  the  most  incessant  and  exhausting  labors  put  forth  in 
ministering  to  human  need,  there  the  love  of  Chiist  is  a  master 
passion.  Where  costliest  sacrifices  are  made,  severest  sufferings 
welcomed  in  promoting  human  weal,  there  the  love  of  Jesus  sways 
the  heart. 

This  love  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  force  constraining  to  tioli- 
nest  and  purity  of  life.  The  providences  of  God,  the  swift  succes 
sion  of  days  and  years,  the  seeds  of  death  in  our  bodies,  the  warn- 
ings of  the  grave,  the  voice  of  conscience  and  of  reason,  all  urge  to 
thoughtful,  holy  preparation  for  the  future,  yet  all  these  are  com- 
monly unavailing.  There  is  no  efficient  power  in  outward  induce- 
ments to  a  walk  corresponding  to  his  revealed  destinies.  But 
there  may  be  and  has  been  a  power  within  man  to  impel  him  to 
live  as  in  the  presence  of  spiritual  beings  and  in  anticipation  of  a 
speedy  introduction  to  scenes  where  spirits  only  live  and  move. 

The  love  of  Jesus  where  it  is  a  vital  and  supreme  principle  brings 
all  this  to  pass.  Coming  into  harmony  with  Jesus  the  soul  grows 
into  his  image.  He  is  in  it  "the  hope  of  glory.''  But  He  has  no 
affinity  with  the  passions,  the  lusts,  the  earthliness  and  the  grov- 
elling propensities  of  men.  Lucre,  pleasure  and  ambition  are  in- 
finitely beneath  him.  His  love  banishes  other  opposing  loves. 
The  spirit  breathes  the  atmosphere  in  which  Jesus  lives.  It  walks 
with  him  and  therefore  lives  in  the  world,  but  is  not  of  it. 

The  love  of  Christ  leads  to  a  humiliating  and  penitential  view  ol 
personal  character.  It  brings  one  close  to  Jesus  and  to  some  clear 
vision  of  his  ineffable  excellence  and  purity.  In  the  contrast  we 
see  our  own  dreadful  deformity  and  corruption,  and  gain  a  more 
*  impressive  view  of  the  suffering  work  of  Him  who  died  to  cleanse 
us  from  guilt.  So  repentings  are  kindled  as  the  flame  of  love 
burns  brighter. 

The  love  of  Christ  also  constrains  to  all  those  plans,  arrange- 
ments, efforts,  prayers,  which  aim  directly  at  the  conversion 
and  salvation  of  souls.  The  people  of  God  do  sometimes  lay 
themselves  out  with  this  directness  of  aim.  They  are  planning 
and  laboring  for  a  special  end,  and  that  end  the  gathering  of  souls 
into  the  fold  of  Christ.  To  that  work  the  love  of  Christ  in  the 
soul  ever  urges. 

Assuredly  then,  the  great  primal  duty  is  to  draw  nigh  to  Jesus, 
and  become  bathed  in  His  love,  that  all  its  appropriate  outgoings 
in  holier  lives  and  more  efficient  and  better  work  may  have  their 
full  soul-saving  and  God-honoring  manifestation. 


LOSSES  AND  GAINS. 
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CHAPTER    XIII. 

"  Well,  my  little  wife,  how  has  the  day  gone  with  yon?"  Horace  asked,  as 
she  ran  to  meet  him  In  the  hall,  on  his  return  that  night 

"It  has  gone  well,  like  all  my  days !"  she  said,  gayly. 

"  So  has  mine,  unlike  all  my  days !"  he  returned.  "  I  hare  something  to  tell 
yon  that  will  please  yon,  I  know." 

••  I  hope  It  la  about  a  hone." 

"  No ;  It  Is  about  a  boy.  About  young  Rooney.  He  has  come  ont  such  a  fair 
and  square  Christian.  Yon  know  how  he  has  tried  my  faith  and  patience?  And 
only  last  Sunday  he  was  so  outrageous  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  my  cer- 
tainty that  yon  were  praying  for  htm,  I  would  have  dismissed  him  from  the 
school.  But  I  resolved  to  give  him  one  more  chance,  and  to-day  he  came 
down  to  the  office,  to  ask  my  pardon,  and  yon  never  saw  a  fellow  more  hnmble 
and  penitent.  He  says  that  his  behavior  on  Sunday  was  the  Devil's  parting  grip, 
and  that  be  has  since  then '  given  him  as  good  as  he  sent.' " 

"What  talk!" 

"  Oh,  there's  no  cant  or  humbug  about  Mm,  and  there  never  will  be.  If  he 
goes  on  he'll  make  an  original,  useful  man." 

"  Yes.  there's  nobody  like  him." 

"  I  wish  you  would  be  a  little  more  enthusiastic,  Haggle.  I  thought  yon 
would  bo  perfectly  delighted  with  this  news." 

"So  I  am.  But  yon  know  I  never  can  say  anything  when  I  feel  great! y 
moved." 

'-  Yea,  I  do  know  It.  But  I  wish  you  would  outgrow  that.  It  makes  people 
misunderstand  you  so." 

"  I  suppose  It  does.  But  one  must  get  used  to  being  misunderstood.  Tell 
me  some  more  about  Rooney ;  it  does  my  very  heart  good." 

"I  will,  after  dinner.  Oh  no;  after  dinner  I  have  to  go  and  see  Aunt  Jane. 
I  received  a  mysterious  note  from  her  this  morning  that  I  can  make  nothing  of. 
Just  run  It  over,  and  see  If  you  can  guess  what  she  means." 

Maggie  turned  pale,  aa  she  cast  her  eye  over  the  note. 

"  Why,  what  can  have  happened  to  her  since  our  visit  ?  She  seemed  then  aa 
well  as  usual,  don't  you  think  so  ?" 

"  I  saw  no  change  In  her  except  that,  if  that  were  possible,  she  seemed  more 
delightful  than  ever.  But  It  Is  plain  that  something  la  stirring  her  soul." 

"  Something  very  serious,"  said  Haggle.  "  Do  go,  the  moment  dinner  la 
over." 

A  shadow  had  fallen  upon  them  both.  Horace  loved  Aunt  Jane  with  ever 
increasing  devotion,  and  her  love  to  him  was  one  of  the  bright  spots  of  his  life. 
And  Haggle  loved  her,  not  simply  from  gratitude,  bnt  with  that  wondrous 
Christian  affection  known  to  those  only  who  are  walking  heavenward  hand 
In  hand. 

Horace  was  gone  all  the  evening.  Haggle  sat  watching  for  him  hour  after 
hour,  the  passing  footsteps  were  heard  leas  frequently ;  at  last  all  was  silence 
Inthe  street,  and  still  he  came  not.  Could  anything  have  happened  to  him  ? 
she  asked  herself,  with  a  pang.  And  supposing  there  had— what  then?  Why 
then— ah,  who  that  saw  that  upturned  face  could  have  helped  loving  our 
Haggle  1 

"  Are  you  all  tired  out  waiting  for  your  old  husband  ?"  asked  Ms  welcome 
voice  at  last. 

"  Not  tired  now  you  have  come  1"  she  said, Joyfully. 

"  Weir,  what  Is  It,  dear,  good  news  or  bad  ?" 

"Everything  has  two  sides,"  he  answered,  evasively.  "Aunt  Jane  wl'l  tell 
you,  the  next  time  you  see  her,  all  she  hat  told  me.  Bnt  she  has  fori;..!  Jos 
my  doing  It." 

•'  I  shall  see  her  to-morrow,  then." 

"Yes.    You  had  better  go." 

She  watched  Ms  face  as  he  spoke,  but  oonld  learn  nothing  from  It,  but  she 
felt  that  his  arms  enfolded  her  more  closely  than  usual,  as  If  afraid  she  might 
slip  away  unawares.  But  when,  the  next  morning,  she  was  ushered  Into  Aunt 
Jane's  bright  parlor,  and  met  her  bright  smile,  she  reproved  herself  for  foolish 
anxieties. 

"  I  don't  think  I  shall  let  you  give  me  such  a  hug  as  yon  did  the  other  night, 
said  Aunt  Jane, holding  her  off  a  little,  as  she  welcomed  her.   "  Take  off  your 
things,  darling,  and  we'll  have  a  nlee  long  talk.    I  knew  yon  were  on  the  way 
here, knew  at  Just  abont  what  hour  you  would  come;  you  know  'mind  knows 
the  approach  of  mind,'  sometimes,  at  least." 

"  Yes.  Your  note  to  Horace  startled  me  a  little." 

"  I  meam  It  should.  Maggie,  dear.  If  I  should  tell  yon  that  I  was  about  to 
go  to  Europe  for  some  years,  would  It  pain  you  very  much  ?" 

"That  depends  on  how  glad  yon  were  to  go.  If  you  were  glad,  I  am  sura  I 
should  not  be  asking  how  I  was  to  get  along  without  you.  I  should  be  thinking 
of  yonr  pleasure." 

"  Yes,  you  would.  Well,  dear,  dont  be  troubled  then  when  I  tell  yon  that  I 
am  going  on  a  much  longer  voyage,  and  shall  not  come  back." 

Haggle's  color  came  and  went,  yet  she  did  not  say  a  word  for  some  momenta 
but  sat  with  the  dear  old  hand  clasped  In  both  hers. 

"Will  the  voyage  be  long?    Will  It  be  hard  ?V  she  whispered  at  last. 

"  Yes,  dear ;  long  and  hard.  But  what  then?  Why,  a  beautiful  getting  into 
port,  and  the  casting  anchor  there." 

"  Oh,  Aunt  Jan*  !" 

"Do  you  know, my  child,  that  I  can  look  on  curiously  at  yonr  tears,  and 
tike  no  part  In  them  ?  It  seems  such  a  very  little  thing  for  a  woman  of  my  age 
to  drop  down  by  the  wayside.  Why,  It  Is  happening  every  hour;  why  not  to 
me?" 

"And the  suffering?" 

"  Oh,  the  neah  shrinks  from  that,  of  course.   Bat  still,  what  then  ?  It  is  not 
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the  fashion  of  human  tools  to  part  company  with  the  home  of  clay  they  have 
lived  In  without  a  hue  and  cry  on  the  part  of  the  latter.  I  suppose  yon  hare 
guessed  my  secret  by  this  time  ?" 

"  Tee.   And  to  think  how  I  must  hare  hurt  you  that  night  1" 

"  It  did  not  signify.  And  now  yon  will  want  to  hear  how  long  I  hare  known 
this.  I  hare  known  It  six  months.  I  may  lire  six  months  more,  but  about  that 
I  hare  not  Inquired.  All  my  w/>  rdly  affairs,  thanks  to  Boraoe,  are  now  settled. 
But  1  want  the  pleasure,  before  I  go,  of  seeing  you  and  him  more  comfortably 
established.  That  house  did  very  well  for  a  beginning,  and  you  have  both  be- 
haved beautifully  In  It.  But  I  am  a  sort  of  mother  to  yon,  yon  know,  and  1  am 
going  to  beguile  myself  of  some  of  my  weary  days  by  putting  you  Into 
another.  Ton  see  It  would  be  Impossible  to  lire  In  suoh  close  quarters  If  yon 
had  children." 

"  But  we  hare  not  any." 

"  Not  now.  Tet  they're  oomlng.  I  am  not  going  to  make  you  rich,  but  I 
am  going  to  lift  the  burden  you  have  borne  so  patiently.  No,  do  not  say  a  word ; 
the  thing  is  settled,  and  has  long  been  settled  in  my  mind.  Hitherto  you  two 
hare  not  had  the  necessaries  of  life;  I  hare  Just  found  that  out." 

"  Why.  Aunt  Jane !   We  hare  had  them  and  more  too." 

"No;  I  got  it  out  of  Horace  last  night  how  heavy  and  Sleepy  he  is  every 
evening,  and  how  often  depressed  and  ont  of  sorts,  and  all  for  want  of  proper 
exercise.  I  really  think  yon  owed  It  to  me,  who  loves  you  so,  to  tell  me  that  he 
had  been  ordered  to  ride.  Bat  those  hard  days  are  over.  He  Is  to  begin  to  ride 
this  very  day.  And  as  to  you,  my  precious  little  Maggie,  yon  shall  have  some- 
thing to  make  your  domestic  wheels  go  easier,  and  something  for  your  poor 
folks  besides.  So  you  see  my  going  off  to  he  well  and  happy  by-and-by,  is  to  add 
to  your  health  and  happiness,  too." 

"  We  would  rather  have  you,  and  go  on  living  forever.  Just  as  we  have 
done." 

"  I  have  no  donbt  of  It.  But  you  see  that  God  has  other  plans  for  you. 
And  now  well  talk  about  the  place  I  am  going  to,  If  you  feel  like  It." 

"  Oh,  Aunt  Jane  I    Ton  are  glad  yon  are  going  to  leave  us  1 " 

"Tea— that  It,  I  am  glad  lam  going  where  I  am,  though  not  glad  to  leave 
you.  Think  how  easily  I  can  go !  No  husband,  no  child  to  hold  me  back,  you 
and  Annie  and  Horace  are  all  nicely  settled,  and  happy;  why.  It  is  wonderful ! 
And  I  have  so  long  felt  more  at  home  there  than  I  have  here.  Not  that  I 
would  have  yon  farcy  that  I  have  not  been  happy,  very  happy,  among  you  all."- 

"  Ton  have  been  ready  to  go  this  long  time,  I  know." 

**  Tes,  I  have.  If  I  were  going  to  Europe  now,  I  should  have  quite  a  time  of 
it,  making  my  preparations.  Bat  for  this  voyage  I  have  not  a  thing  to  do.  It 
was  all  made  for  me  long,  long  ago ;  such  kind  and  thoughtful  and  loving 
preparation  1   AU  I  Shall  have  to  do  will  be  to  step  on  board." 

"  And  we  shall  be  following  after,"  said  Maggie,  drying  her  tears.  "  I  am 
ashamed  of  myself  for  crying  so.  I  ought  to  be  congratulating  yon  Instead  of 
putting  on  this  doleful  face.  Sear  Aunt  Jane,  I  will  not  do  it  again.  Ton  are 
going  to  enjoy  a  great  deal  more  than  we  are  going  to  suffer,  and  what  If  we 
do  suffer  ?   T  e»,  I  am  ashamed  of  myself  I " 

"  Ah,  I  am  too  happy  In  the  thought  of  going  to  mind  your  crying  a  little .  I 
always  was  a  selfish  old  thing.  But  all  that  will  soon  be  over.  I  shall  not  be 
selfish  in  heaven.  I  shsll  never  crluson  with  shame  or  sigh  with  grief ;  I  shall 
be  with  my  Saviour  and  like  Him.  All  the  rest  of  the  time  1  am  here  I  want  to 
spend  in  magnifying  Him :  but  I  am  afraid  that  towards  the  last  I  shall  only  be 
able  to  do  that  In  a  very  imperfect  way.  Bemember,  dear  Maggie,  youth  and 
health  are  the  time  and  the  season  for  glorifying  Him.  I  am  afraid  a  tick 
bed,  with  Its  distracting  pains  and  weaknesses,  is  a  poor  place  for  It." 

"  I  think  you  have  glorified  Him  all  along." 

M  Not  as  I  now  wish  I  had.  Life  looks  very  strange  and  Impressive  as  one 
casta  on  it  a  backward  glance.  Perhaps  you  fancy  it  looks  insignificant. 
But  It  does  not.  On  the  contrary,  even  Its  little  details  have  an  Importance  of 
their  own  ;  Just  as  moments  make  hours,  to  trifles  make  life;  not  one  can  be 
spared  out  of  the  great  whole,  each  has  Its  own  account  to  give  to  Ood.  And 
now,  dear,  we'll  make  It  a  point,  you  and  I,  to  have  very  cheery  meetings  to- 
gether, while  I  stay;  shall  we  not?" 

"  I  shall  want  to  come  very  often,  and  I  will  be  cheerful,  too.  This  hat 
been  a  great  shock  to  me ;  I  want  to  get  home  and  pray  It  over." 

"  Why  cast  we  pray  It  over  now  ?  Tor  my  part  I  have  on  my  soul  such  a 
weight  of  gratitude  that  I  wanttopray  and  to  ting  too.  To  think  that  I,  a  poor 
sinner,  am  to  toon  to  be  called  home  1    I  can  hardly  believe  It  I " 

Maggie  went  home,  after  a  time,  with  a  full  heart;  fuller  of  Joy  than  of 
pain,  for  the  courage  and  faith  of  the  one  heart  bad  strengthened  and  ele- 
vated the  other.   She  found  Annie  waiting  for  her. 

"  I  have  been  here  an  age  1 "  washer  salutation.  "But  you  have  been  orylng! 
Why,  Maggie,  darling  I " 

"  Tes,  but  I  am  ashamed  of  myself.  Tet  you  will  cry  too  when  you  hear 
about  Aunt  Jane." 

She  told  the  story  In  a  few  words,  and  Annie  wat,  for  a  time,  completely 
overcome  with  grief. 

"  Aunt  Jane  is  Just  the  same  ss  an  own  aunt,"  she  said,  at  last.  "  How 
dreadfnl  It  Is  to  love  people  so  1  Sometimes  I  wish  I  were  as  heartiest  at  a 
atone.  And  you  say  she  Is  bright  and  cheerful  as  ever?  Then  the  mutt  have 
been  Inwardly  tad  and  sorrowful  when  we  thought  her  so.happy.  Tor,  of  oourse. 
It  la  the  expectation  of  meeting  her  husband  and  child  again  that  makes  her 
glad  to  die." 

"  Oh,  I  do  not  think  to.  She  never  mentioned  them."  . 

"1  in  sure  that  if  Tom  and  baby  should  die,  I  should  want  to  go  too," 
pursued  Annie. 

Maggie  knew  that  it  wonld  be  of  no  use  to  argue  this  question.  Annie  wst 
too  far  behind  her  in  the  Christian  ills  to  comprehend  what  she  and  Aunt  Jane 
so  well  understood :  that  heaven  Is  Christ,  that  Christ  is  heaven  ;  that  that  city 
hath  no  need  of  sun  or  moon,  or  human  friend,  or  earthly  tie,  because  the  Lord 
Himself  doth  lighten  it. 

"  I  suppose  I  shall  have  to  go  to  see  her?"  Annie  asked,  finding  Maggie's 
silence  not  agreeable, "  But  I  shall  not  know  what  to  say  to  her.  Do  you  think 
1  need  say  anything  ?    Wouldn't  It  do  to  talk  of  other  things,  and  not  of  this  ?  " 

"  Ton  will  not  find  It  embarrassing  it  all.    She  will  talk  about  dying  Just  at 


honestly  and  naturally  as  she  does  about  living.    I  would  go  to-day.  If  I  were 
you." 

"  Oh.  I  cant  go  to-day- I've  made  such  a  fright  of  myself,  crying.  Perhaps 
111  make  Tom  take  me  some  evening.    Dear  me,  how  dreadful  It  all  is ! " 

"  Ton  won't  feel  so  after  you've  seen  her.  Think  now,  the  baa  known  It  for 
six  months,  and  not  one  of  us  has  teen  the  least  difference  In  her." 

Tet  Annie  felt  tbe  dread  and  the  repugnance  to  seeing  Aunt  Jane,  that  Is 
natural  enough  In  young  people,  and  she  put  off  from  day  to  day  the  visit  she 
yet  felt  she  ought  to  make.  So  she  was  not  a  Uttle  ashamed  when,  one  morning. 
Aunt  Jane  came  to  see  her. 

"At  the  mountain  wouldn't  come  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  hat  had  to  come  to 
the  mountain,"  wat  the  salutation  that  greeted  her  as  she  entered  the  parlor. 
"  Ton  need  not  be  afraid  of  your  old  aunt  because  the  It  on  the  wing." 

"  Ob,  Aunt  Jane.  I  was  so  shocked,  so  grieved  I  " 

"Shocked  that  I  have  had  an  Invitation  from  a  King?  Grieved  that  lam 
going  to  accept  it  Joyfully?  Why,  my  child,  the  past  tlx  months  have  been 
delightful  ones  1" 

"  Ton  must  have  loved  your  husband  and  your  ton  with  wonderful  love  I" 
said  Annie. 

"  My  husband,  my  son  ?  Aye,  and  to  I  did.  But  it  it  not  to  find  them  that  I  am 
going  on  this  long,  hard  Journey  t  though  I  doubt  not  1  shall  find  them  at  lte  end- 
ing. Listen  to  me,  and  never  forget  my  words.  I  loved  my  husband  and  my 
boy  with  a  mad  Idolatry  that  made  heaven,  when  they  went  there,  only  heaven 
because  It  had  become  their  home.  And  now  I  love  Christ  so  that  heaven  is 
only  heaven  because  It  Is  His  eternal  abode.  Don't  yon  remember,  dear,  how 
you  children,  when  you  had  been  away  at  school,  alwayt  asked,  on  your  return. 
•  Is  mother  at  home  ? '  never  adding  '  and  father,  and  all  the  rest  of  them.'  And 
If  mother  was  at  home  you  were  satisfied,  even  If  the  others  were  all  absent, 
and  came  In  laier  ?  " 

Annie  listened,  bnt  with  a  troubled  face.  "  No  one  can  make  me  believe,"  she 
said,  at  last,  with  great  decision,  '  -  that  I  could  be  contented  In  heaven  without 
Tom  and  baby." 

Would  it  have  done  any  good  to  argue  the  point  with  her  ?  Suppose  a  child 
of  four  years  says  to  his  mother, "  I  am  as  tall  now  as  I  ever  shall  be."  can  she 
prove  to  his  faithless.  Ignorant  little  mind,  that  this  Is  not  true  ?  No ;  the  can 
only  say, "  Walt,  and  tee  I " 

But  Annie  wanted  to  dispute  and  to  argue,  and  kept  trying'  to  lead  Aunt  Jane 
Into  a  discussion.  *  It  stands  to  reason,"  she  said, "  that  if  I  could  not  be  happy 
without  them  here,  I  could  not  there.  For  I  have  Ood  for  my  Friend  now ;  and 
yet  I  want  my  husband  and  baby,  besides.  Why  did  he  give  them  to  me  ?  Wat 
it  not  that  I  might  love  them?" 

But  at  Aunt  Jane  only  smiled  kindly  at  her  vehement,  excited  words,  Annie 
checked  herself,  and  came  back  to  tbe  point  whence  she  had  started,  and  said 
how  dreadful  It  all  was. 

"  There  It  nothing  dreadful  about  It  yet,  dear,  and  when  that  part  ol  It  comet 
you  will  be  away  In  the  country  with  your  baby,  and  need  tee  none  of  It," 

-  Ah,  but  you  will  suffer,  all  the  same." 

"  Tes,  1  know.  But  I  shall  forget  all  that  when  I've  been  In  heaven  five 
minutes." 

"  And  you  roily  want  to  die  ?  " 

It  Is  not  so  much  wanting  to  die  as  to  live.  For  once  out  of  this  world  my 
real  life  will  begin.   That  thought  makes  me  very  hsppy." 

"  I  dont  want  to  go  till  Tom  and  baby  dor"  said  Annie,  returning  uneasily  to 
that  thought.   "It  wouldn't  bo  heaven  If  they  were  not  there." 

We  are  only  too  apt  to  yield  to  tbe  self-conceit,  beloved  child  of  Ignorance, 
that  utters  such  cries.  It  would  be  well  If  we  could  once  get  It  into  our  beads 
that  those  who  express  religious  views  to  which  we  are  strangers,  have  gained 
them,  as  he  who  travels  in  advance  of  his  comrade  sees,  before  he  does,  what 
there  It  to  be  teen  on  the  way.  And  instead  of  arguing  with  him  who  spies  out 
the  land,  and  brings  back  grapes  from  Eahool,  suppose  we  penetrate  that  land, 
and  look  for  the  fruit  it  has  likewise  In  store  for  us. 

"  Hast  Thou  but  one  blessing,  O  my  Father  ? 
Bleat  me,  even  me  also  !" 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Aunt  Jane  wat  like  a  mariner,  who  foreseeing  a  coming  storm,  trimt  hit  sails, 
and.  If  need  be,  casts  overboard  bit  treasures.  She  knew  that  all  her  faith  and 
patience,  and  natural  courage,  were  now  about  to  be  tested,  and  that  good  peo- 
ple and  bad  people  would  look  to  see  how  she  met  the  gale.  But  before  it  broke 
loose  npon  her  In  relentless  fury,  the  busied  herself  with  tbe  Interests  of  all 
those  who  would  be  In  any  way  affected  by  her  death.  She  determined  to  tee 
Kith  her  own  eyes  that  the  burden  was  lifted  from  some  of  the  homes  she  loved. 
Naturally  enough,  she  thought  first  of  Horace  and  Maggie.  She  did  not  propose 
to  make  them  rich,  but  only  to  make  their  way  easier.  And  the  plan  of  putting 
them  Into  a  more  comfortable  house,  grew  out  of  their  grief  at  the  thought  of 
parting  with  her.  She  thought  that  moving  and  getting  into  their  new  abode, 
wonld  be  a  wholesome  distraction  for  them,  and  that  when  her  hard  struggle 
came,  there  would  be  full  time  for  them  to  weep  and  mourn.  She  had  great 
sympathy,  too,  for  country  ministers  and  their  wives,  and  had  not  a  few  on  her 
heart,  to  whom  the  now  gave  a  loving,  helping  hand.  Then  when  those  affairs 
were  all  arranged,  there  was  an  endless  number  of  little  blessings  to  scatter 
here  and  there;  parting  visits  to  make,  while  possessing  her  secret,  and  to 
avoiding  a  formal  farewell ;  letters  to  write,  kind  words  to  speak,  sick  rooms  to 
beautify.  She  thought  of  everything  and  everybody,  and  kept  on  the  wing  long 
after  many  a  less  courageous  sufferer  would  hare  fainted  and  fallen.  And  the 
wat  so  full  of  love  and  sympathy  that  the  turned  not  a  few  headt ;  not  knowing 
out  of  whet  a  storehouse  she  gave  to  them,  each  fancied  himself  a  peculiarly 
favored  hero,  and  went  about  rich  and  happy  In  gems  of  affectionate  words  that 
she  flung  about  with  lavish  hands,  at  we  throw  pebblet.  If  her  spirits  flagged, 
If  at  times  she  said  to  herself,  "  Thtt  cannot,  mutt  not  be,"  no  eye  witnessed 
the  conflict ;  she  fought  her  battles  In  alienee  and  In  prayer,  and  won  her  victo- 
ries there  also. 

Neither  Horace  or  Maggie  took  much  pleasure  In  their  new  home,  though 
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they  knew  the  chance  wss  (rood  In  every  respect.  Bnt  to  Horace,  Aunt  June 
ww  little  less  than  a  mother ;  be  loved  her  only  lees  than  ke  loved  his  wife,  and 
the  thought  of  teeing  her  suffer,  and  then  of  parting  with  her,  at  times  over 
whelmed  him.  And  Maggie,  in  addition  to  the  love  she  naturally  felt  for  her 
knew  that  there  was*  wonderfully  golden  Uokbetween  them ;  the  love  stronger 
than  death,  that  unites  together  those  who  have  perfect  Christian  sympathy. 
Her  counsellor,  her  guiding  star,  was  i  bout  to  be  taken  from  her,  and  how 
many  a  long  year  might  pass  before  they  should  meet  again  1  But  such  shadows 
are  good  for  us,  and  perpetual  sunshine  is  not.  These  twain  clung  together, 
and  clung  to  Chri*;  as  prosperity  could  not  have  made  them  do  ;  they  were  sad 
and  sorrowful,  but  not  gloomy  or  unhappy.  The  thorny  path  bears  some  of  toe 
sweetest  Sowers  that  adorn  life ;  and  when  with  naked,  bleeding  feet,  we  walk 
upon  a  flinty  soil,  we  often  And  diamonds.  Bnt  nobody  believes  that  save  those 
who  have  dared  the  thorn  and  the  flint,  plucked  the  flower,  and  seized  the  gem. 


"  It  really  does  my  heart  good,"  said  Aunt  Jane,  1 1  lng  back  In  her  chair,  and 
looking  about  her,"  to  see  how  much  more  comfortable  you  and  Horace  are  In 
this  house  than  you  were  in  the  other.  Tuere'll  be  frolicking  on  these  wide 
stairs  one  of  these  days,  you  may  depend.  And  how  much  better  Horace 
seems." 

"  You  have  been  too  good  to  us.  Aunt  Jane,"  was  Maggie's  answer.  "  Bat 
then,  you  always  were." 

"You  mean  that  Ood  has  been  too  good  to  me.  And  so  He  has.  Well,  I  am 
very  glad  to  see  yon  in  your  new  home,  before  I  go  to  mine." 

"Ton  have  been  like  a  mother  to  a  great  many  young  people,  as  well  at  to 
as.  What  makes  you  so  fond  of  us?  I  thought  that  as  people  grew  old  they 
lost  sympathy  with  those  who  had  less  experience  of  life,  and  o.ly  enjoyed  the 
society  of  the  very  wise  and  the  very  good,"  said  Horace. 

"Ah,  but  I  never  grew  old  I  I  often  tried  to  do  so,  bat  I  couldnt.  Ton 
yoang  creatures,  with  your  little  romances,  your  honeymoons,  your  smiles  and 
your  tears,  kept  me  always  on  the  qut-rlve.  And  now  I  wish  I  could  tell  you  how 
easy  I  feel  sboot  leaving  you.  1  see  you  so  happy  in  each  other,  so  happy  in 
Ood  and  In  working  for  Him,  that  I  have  not  a  wish  ungratlfled.  You  will  have 
your  trials  and  your  sorrows,  your  rainy  days  and  your  tempestuous  ones ;  and 
what  is  worse,  you  will  have  your  prosperous  ones:  But  you  will  not  be  over* 
whelmed  by  the  one,  or  swept  away  by  the  other." 

**  Ton  will  give  us  ever  so  much  good  counsel,  before  you  go,  wont  yon, 
dear  Auntie  ?  "  asked  Maggie,  tearfully. 

"  Good  counsel?  Ah.lt  Is  easily  given.  It  it  this:  Take  counsel  qf  Ood. 
Everything  I  have  to  say  is  included  In  that." 

They  were  all  silent  for  a  long  time,  after  this.  Yet  It  was  not  the  silence  that 
separates,  bnt  that  which  unites.  Aunt  Jane  lay  b  :ck  again  in  her  chair,  look- 
ing pale  and  exhausted,  bnt  there  was  a  smile  on  her  lips,  and  her  bright  eyes 
seemed  to  penetrate  Into  a  for  future,  Into  ineffable  peace  and  Joy. 

"  To  think,"  she  sold  at  last, "  that  I  am  really  on  the  wing !  Halfway  there !" 
They  sat  on  each  side,  holding  one  of  her  bands  in  theirs,  and  could  almost 
see  what  the  taw. 

"  This  Is  my  first  and  last  visit  In  this  house  of  yours,  my  children."  she  said, 
when  It  was  time  to  take  leave.  *■  That  Is  to  say,  it  is  the  last  I  shall  make  in  this 
old  tumble-down  ef  a  body.  But  I  shall  often  be  here  In  spirit,  watching  you 
and  blessing  you.  If  I  may." 

"  Shall  we  know  it?"  wblsnered  Maggie. 

"  I  fancy  not.  Bnt  I  tee  no  reason  why  departed  friends  should  not  hover 
over  beloved  ones  still  upon  earth,  watching  their  progress  and  rejoicing  In  It." 
"  Bnt  all  their  friends  will  not  be  making  progress,"  said  Horace. 
"Perhaps  that  painful  sight  will  be  hidden.    However,  it  Is  all  speculation. 
And  now,  dear  children,  I  must  go.  Peace  be  within  these  walls  I" 

Bbe  drove, home  lu  silence,  though  Horace  was  with  her,  for  she  was  extreme- 
ly fatigued.  A  faithful,  dearly  loved  servant  came  to  meet  her  as  she  reached 
her  own  door. 

"That's  right,  Barab.  1  knew  you  would  be  waiting.  Before  long  It  will  be 
my  turn  to  be  waiting  and  watching  for  you.  Good  night,  Horace,  my  own  dear 
boy." 

There  was  nothing  new  In  these  words,  but  they  fell  painfully  on  hit  ear. 
Yes,  be  was  her  boy,  her  dear  boy,  her  own  dear  boy.  She  had  done  more  to- 
wards making  and  saving  him  than  any  other  human  being.  How  many  times  in 
hit  thoughtless  youth  her  prayers  had  so  hedged  Mm  round  that  he  could  not 
get  out !  how  many  times  they  had  calle  d  to  the  rescue  that  blessed  Spirit  that  is 
ever  watting  to  be  gracious,  yet  waits  to  be  called.  He  would  have  been  glad  to 
throw  himself  Into  hei  arms  and  cry  like  a  child,  bnt  no  one  should  ever  do  that 
anymore. 

So  he  went  sorrowfully  away  to  bis  home,  and  he  and  Maggie  wept  and 
prayed  there.  And  Aunt  Jane  entered  hers,  to  leave  it  no  more.  She  had  come 
to  the  very  limit  of  her  strength,  and  now,  exhausted  In  body,  but  with  an  un- 
daunted soul,  she  retired  from  the  gsxe  of  the  world  to  fight  a  battle  whose  ter- 
rible scenes  have  found  no  record,  save  in  a  few  faithful  hearts  that  witnessed 
and  shared  them.  It  was  a  battle,  but  ever  and  anon  she  stopped  to  bind  up  the 
wounds  of  a  fellow  sufferer ;  now  there  was  a  quaint  word  that  made  her  tearful 
watchers  untie  in  spite  of  themselves  j  now  there  was  a  hymn,  and  now  a  song, 
and  now  a  shout  of  victory. 

"  Oh,  Aunt  Jane  1  will  this  never  be  over  ?"  Maggie  asked  when  months  came 
and  went  and  came,  and  only  brought  new  pain,  more  weariness.  "  Hew  can  I 
see  you  suffer  so  another  day  ?" 

"  Don't  tell  God  that.  For  once  let  Him  have  His  own  way.  Think  of  the  end, 
darling." 

**  And  mayn't  I  ask  Him  to  let  yon  go  ?" 

"Ton  may  ask  fllm"-wlth  a  smile— "but  He  will  listen  to  me,  not  to  yon 
He  won't  dismiss  me  till  school  Is  done,  nor  would  I  go  till  then." 

But  only  a  few  days  later  "school  was  done;"  the  bright-eyed,  faithful 
scholar  went  home. 

Among  those  wbo  stood  around  that  dying  bed  Horace  and  Maggie  were  want- 
ing. For  there  was  a  little  life  waking,  Just  as  the  pilgrim  life  was  ending,  and 
that  life  belonged  to  them.  Aunt  Jane  and  the  Infant  who  brought  Joy  to  sorrow 


"  met  npon  the  threshold,  going  out  and  coming  In."    What  strange  sport  of 
nature  was  this  ? 

"  Going  out  unto  the  triumph,  coming  in  unto  the  fight  | 
Coming  In  unto  the  darkness,  going  ont  unto  the  light." 
Nay,  what  a  wondrous  choice  It  was  of  the  will  that  rules  every  destiny,  and 
arranges  the  exact  moment  for  all  comings  snd  golngsl 

"They  met  upon  the  threshold"— did  they  recognise  each  other?  Sid  the 
parting  pilgrim  hastily  snatch  from  her  shoulders  the  mantle  she  needed  no 
more,  and  enfold  In  it  the  child  she  would  have  felt  to  be  almost  her  own  ? 

Did  the  little  one.  as  he  passed  her,  hear  the  rustle  of  no  angelic  wings?  Who 
knows  what  mysterious  communion  took  place  upon  that  threshold,  or  will 
learn  the  secrets  or  the  soul  that  went  and  the  soul  that  came  ? 

Sorrow  and  Joy  contended  together  In  the  two  hearts  wtaerft  Aunt  Jane's  mem" 
ory  was  enshrined.  Their  wondrous  delight  in  their  child  needed  to  be  tempered 
and  subdued,  and  God  gave  the  long-delayed  gift  at  a  moment  when  Joy  tem- 
pered grief.  So  he  was  cradled  In  the  sanctity  of  days  of  mourning,  yet  well 
corned  with  smiles  that  chased  sway  tears. 

The  boy  was  s  marvel  of  beauty  and  of  health ;  he  was  Just  like  Horace  and 
Just  like  Maggie ,  and  they  were  absolutely  unlike  in  race,  unlike  In  character. 

"  Well,"  said  Annie,  after  a  critical  study  of  tbe  young  hero, "  I  thought  there 
never  was  a  baby  like  mine,  but  this  fellow  throws  her  right  Into  the  shade.  I 
am  envious  and  Jealous  snd  glad  and  proud  all  at  once.  I  wish  I  were  a  man.  to 
that  he  conld  be  named  for  me.  Can't  you  manage  It  somehow.  Moggie,  yon  old 
darling,  you  ?" 

The  "  old  darling"  only  smiled  a  rapturous  smile.  She  was  too  happy  to  talk. 
The  baby  seemed  to  her  nothing  less  than  a  miracle,  s  wonderful  creation,  no 
copy  of  anything  on  earth,  and  to  be  copied  by  none. 

As  to  Horace,  he  contrived  to  let  every  one  of  his  clients  know  within  a  week 
that  he  had  entered  Into  possession  of  a  wonderful  piece  of  property  whose 
value  could  not  be  rated  by  millions  of  gold.  How  proud,  how  happy  he  was ! 
And  If  sometimes  amid  his  Joy  a  secret  voice  whispered, '*  O  that  Aunt  Jane  had 
lived  to  see  bun  I"  another  voice  whispered.  *  She  has." 

"  What  a  rplendld  little  fellow,  what  a  perfect  copy  of  you  I"  Horace  said  to 
Maggie  on  the  dsy  his  son  and  heir  enchanted  him  by  a  smile  of  recognition. 
"  This  is  the  very  smile  you  gave  me  that  day  on  tbe  train.  Do  you  remember?" 
"Do  I  remember?   Ob,Horooe!   But  this  Is  your  smile,  not  mine.    I  was  say- 
ing so  to  Annie  not  an  hour  ago,  and  she  agreed  with  me." 

"  I  always  hoped  he  would  be  like  yon,"  Horace  went  on.  "  I  hope  he  won't 
have  a  particle  of  my  old  Adam." 

"  Ho'll  have  plenty  of  his  own,  without  borrowing  yours.  D3  you  know  what 
my  father  says  about  giving  him  his  name  ?  But  of  course  yon  don't,  for  his  let- 
ter came  after  you  went  down  town.  I  did  not  know  father  was  so  romantic 
See,  this  It  what  he  says: 

"  Do  not  Inflict  tbe  dismal  name  of  Jeremiah  npon  your  happy  little  boy.  Give 
him  a  name  by  which  his  wife  can  call  him." 
"  His  wife  1"  cried  Horace,  greatly  amused. 

"  I  don't  see  anything  to  laugh  at,"  said  Magcie.  "  You  were  a  baby  once 
yourself,  and  yet  yen  got  married  when  your  time  came.  Ain't  you  almost 
sorry?" 

Everybody  who  has  a  heart  knows  whst  Horace  said  as  be  olasped  his  wife 
and  his  boy  to  his  breast,  and  thanked  God  for  them  both.  - 

"  I  have  been  wishing  that  we  could  name  him  for  Annt  Jane."  sold  Maggie  at 
last.  "  It  was  the  who  took  such  pains  with  me,  taught  me  all  I  know,  loved  me 
to  much  better  than  I  deserved,  and  at  lost  gave  me  to  yon.  1  owe  everything 
to  her,  everything." 

"And  I  ewe  more  than  everything.  Yes.  onr  boy  shall  have  her  name, 
and  if  bis  little  wife— do  yon  suppose  he  has  one  on  earth?— doesn't  Uke  it 
better  than  Jeremiah,  why  she  shan't  be  bis  little  wife." 

Bo  the  baby  was  baptized  Faulkner,  but  did  not  care  In  the  least,  and  Instead 
of  screaming  through  the  ceremony.  laughed  and  crowed  and  made  himself  very 
much  at  home,  winning  smiles  and  winning  friends  by  the  score. 

"  You  see  how  It  is,  Mag,"  said  Annie,  afterwards  commenting  on  the  scene; 
"  You  may  be  ever  so  good  yourself,  but  your  children  will  act  Just  like  other 
people's." 

*  Why  shouldn't  they  ?"  asked  Maggie. 

Whereat  Annie  smiled  mysteriously,  and  flew  home  to  her  own  little  Mag,  a 
quaint,  wee  morsel  of  a  maiden,  who,  tiny  as  she  was,  ruled  grandma  with  a  rod 
of  iron,  and  was  carefully  spoiled  by  papa. 

And  Maggie's  little  lordly  visitant  had  everything  his  own  way,  and  carried 
all  before  him  for  a  time.  But,  to  his  great  surprise  and  displeasure,  there  came 
a  day  when  he  found  that  his  young  mother  loved  him  so  dearly  that  she  was  de- 
termined to  have  his  perfect  obedience,  cost  what  It  might.  They  had  their  little 
conflicts,  snd  shed  their  tears,  but  always  came  forth  from  every  battle  better 
friends  than  ever,  and  Horace,  busy  all  dsy  in  his  ofllce.  and  witnessing  none  of 
these  encounters,  believed  that  his  boy  wss  on  exception  to  all  rules,  and  was 
born  all  docility,  as  he  was  all  energy  and  life  and  Are. 

Meanwhile  Maggie  was  trying,  while  faithful  to  her  child,  to  resume  her  old 
life,  and  work  for  everybody,  share  everybody's  Joys  and  sorrows,  and  train  her 
Mission  girls  for  usefulness  and  happiness.  It  was  hard  work,  but  she  managed 
It,  Just  at  people  always  will  msnagetodo  what  they  choose.  Only  she  could 
not  go  to  seek  work,  bat  let  It  come  to  her,  ss  It  always  will  come  to  lo  vine 
hearts  and  bnsy  hands. 

It  had  long  been  a  favorite  with  of  Horace  to  make  his  boose  ahome  to  young 
men  who  were  living  as  he  had  lived,  homeless  snd  wifeless,  and  he  could  now 
Indulge  this  wish,  since  he  was  not  confined  to  a  mere  box.  And  be  had  only  to 
open  hit  hospitable  doors,  there  were  any  number  of  friendless  waifs  who 
found  no  fireside  so  cheery,  no  home  so  attractive  as  bit. 

On  one  of  these  evenings,  when  Maggie  hod  skipped  np-stairs  to  her  baby. 
feeling  not  much  older  than  he  did.  Frank  Bay,  one  of  these  waifs,  took  occasion 
to  open  his  mouth  on  this  wise : 

"  Seeing  you  snd  your  wife  so  bapry  together  In  this  plessant  home  makes  a 
fellow  a  little  envious  and  a  little  restless.  I  suppose  yoa  know  all  about  such 
feelings." 

"  Yes,  and  I  went  straightway  and  married  a  wife,"  was  the  reply. 

"Bat  what  It  a  man  to  do  whose  tastes  are  domestic  and  simple,  in  love 
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wlth»l,  bat  who  la  too  poor  to  marry  ?  And  you  know  this  city  U  foil  of  neb 
men." 

"  He  Is  to  do  what  I  did.  Bring  down  bis  notion*  to  the  level  of  bis  purse,  and 
get  married." 

"But  baa  a  poor  man  a  right  to  ask  a  young  lady  living  at  ease  In  her  father's 
bomie  to  come  down  to  tbe  lerel  of  homely  poverty  ?" 

"  Other  things  being  equal,  he  Is  wiser  If  tie  selects  a  young  lady  who  has  been 
aecustomed  to  the  eares  and  annoyances  Inseparable  from  straightened  means. 
Bat  if  he  happens  to  fall  In  lore  with  one  In  a  different  sphere,  of  course  bis  posi- 
tion is  somewhat  embarrassing.  Yet,  if  his  love  Is  returned.  If  be  has  really  met 
his  fate,  I  do  not  see  why  he  should  not  ask  her  to  share  his  poverty.  For  my 
pan,  I  should  want  a  woman  to  marry  me  for  lore,  not  for  the  ordinary  luxuries 
a  man  without  a  heart  could  give  her." 

*  But  see  how '  the  girl  of  the  period'  dresses !" 
"  I  wouldn't  marry  a  girl  of  the  period." 

"A  man  must  be  pretty  wise  In  bis  own  conceit,  who,  being  poor,  fancies  ha 
can  catch  and  tame  one  of  these  glittering  creatures.  Bat  yon  must  allow  that 
there  are  all  degrees  and  types  of  this  girl.  I  hare  In  my  mind  one  who  Is  mod- 
est, amiable,  and  refined ;  she  dresses  richly,  but  not  extravagantly,  not  showily 
I  have  loved  her  in  seoret  five  years.  And  I  hare  not  the  smallest  reason  to 
think  she  prefers  me  to  half  a  doien  other  young  men  who  hover  round  her 
Tet  love  does  not  care  for  reason,  bnXfulttttxay." 

"Tea;  and  there  comes  a  time  when  It  must  speak  out,  or  die. " 

*  Well,  I  have  got  to  Just  that  point,  and  stand  trembling  on  tbe  brink  of  my 
fate.  If  I  could  offer  her  a  comfortable  home.  I  would  not  wait  another  day. 
But  to  ask  her  to  leave  all  those  luxuries  for  my  pleasure  !" 

"Ah!  there's  Just  where  you  make  a  grand  mistake.  What  luxury  can  feed 
and  satisfy  an  empty  heart  ?  For  anght  you  know  hers  Is  starving  In  the  midst 
of  plenty.  And  what  luxury  born  of  money  can  compare  with  that  of  loving 
and  being  beloved  ?" 

Frank  Bay's  (hoe  was  a  study  for  Its  rapture.   But  he  soon  subsided. 

"She  refused  a  man  who  loved  her  passionately,"  he  said. 

Horace  shrugged  his  shoulders. 

•*  How  you  are  misjudging  her  I "  cried  Frank.  "  Ton  fancy  she  ran  and  told 
of  It,  and  so  It  got  round  to  me.  It  Is  no  snch  thing.  He  told  me  the  whole  story 
himself,  and  her  part  In  It  elevated  her  In  my  eyes  ss  It  did  in  bis.  She  asked 
him  If  she  had  ever  given  him  encouragement  by  look,  word,  or  tone  i  he  owned 
that  she  had  not.  She  said  she  had  long  seen,  with  psln,  his  attachment  to  her. 
and  had  coMctenttouelv  and  pertinently  concealed  her  real  liking  for  him  in  order 
to  spare  him  the  mortification  she  was  now  giving  him.  She  went  on  to  say 
that  it  cost  real  self  denial  to  treat  with  coldness  and  Indifference,  a  man  whom 
she  wonld  have  delighted  to  treat  as  a  highly-prized,  Intimate  friond.  '  Why 
should  it  not '?  she  asked.  '  Women  are  as  susceptible  to  friendship  as  to  love. 
She  appeared  eo  doubly  charming  In  this  Interview, showed  so  much  real  feeling 
for  him,  and  such  real  nobility  of  character,  that  he  made  another  frantic  appeal 
to  her  heart.'* 

"Very  silly— very  wrong  1 "  Horace  put  In. 

*  Do  you  think  so  ?  " 

"Yes!  What  right  had  be  to  pursue  and  distress  her  In  that  way?  Surely 
such  a  young  lady  as  you  describe  her  to  be,  knew  her  own  mind." 

-  She  did.  But  In  his  excitement  end  pain  he  thought  or  himself  only,  and  let 
drop  aword  about  his  poverty  that  she  caught  np  with  an  Indignation  that  dried 
her  tears,  deelarlng  that  men  little  knew  the  hearts  of  women  If  they  landed 
they  needed  tbe  bribe  of  wealth." 

"  Good  "1  ejaculated  Horace.  "  I  advise  you  to  try  your  chance  with  her  by 
all  means." 

"  But  she  has  never  given  me  the  right.  Through  all  these  years,  when  she 
must  have  seen  my  attachment,  she  has  never  spoken  a  word  or  looked  a  look, 
that  gave  encouragement.  She  very  rarely  will  go  out  with  me,  never  wrote 
me  a  scrap  of  a  note,  though  I  hare  contrived  excuses  for  writing  doaens  to  her, 
never  lent  me  a  book,  or  advised  mo  to  read  one.  Now,  can  there  be  resl  heart 
concealed  behind  all  this  propriety  ?  If  she  cared  for  me,  would  not  there  be  s 
chance  betrayal,  a  glance  of  Joy  In  the  eye  when  w  e  met  ?  " 

"Oh. they're  incomprehensible  creatures, all  of  them.  And  you  Intimated 
that  you  had  some  hope." 

"  It  Is  the  hope  of  a  fool,  or  a  madman,"  returned  Frank.  "  But  I  ought  not  to 
tn-spaas  thus  on  your  time.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  how  I  came  to  open  my  mind 
to  you  at  all." 

"  This)  little  Paradise  of  mine  has  been  the  means  of  opotlng  not  a  few  hearts 
to  me  and  my  wife,"  Horace  replied,  with  some  Just  pride.  "  Those  who  have 
not  into  the  heart  of  this  happy  home  have  wanted  to  know  Its  secret,  seeing 
plainly  that  money  had  little  to  do  with  It ;  and  as  you  have  confided  In  me,  I 
wUl  be  equally  frank  with  you.  and  tell  you  this  secret  In  a  few  words— we  love 
God,  and  we  love  each  other  1 " 

"It  shall  not  be  my  fault  if  there  Is  not  a  home  Just  like  It  1"  was  there- 
ply. 

And  K  turned  out  that  there  was  a  girl  In  tbe  period.  If  not  of  It,  who  was 
capable  of  recognizing  a  loyal  and  loving  heart  when  she  met  It,  and  of  do 'ug 
without  some  of  the  little  outside  advantages  Its  possessor  could  not  offer.  She 
•left  a  home  where  she  had  everything  she  wanted,  except  Just  what  she  gained 
In  leaving  It ;  she  entered  a  home  where  she  bod  to  do  without  style  and  ele 
gance,  and  put  up  with  the  faithful  affection  of  a  good  man.  The  first  time  we 
meet  her  let  us  congratulate  her. 

And  now  we  have  come  to  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  marriages  that  have 
beguiled  us  of  not  a  few  hours,  and  we  see  Horace  and  Maggie  for  the  last  time. 
Horace  sits  with  his  boyonhls  knee, and  his  wife  by  his  side,  tbe  picture  of  a 
satisfied,  happy  man.  Tom  and  Annie  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  flre.wlth  little 
May,  and  there  is  a  new  light  and  a  new  grace  on'  Annie's  face,  for  she  is  not 
thinking  of  herself,  but  of  the  fairy  figure  in  her  arms,  on  which  she  looks  with 
a  fondnens  thst  her  first-born  child  never  called  forth.  For  Annie  Is  of  the  sort 
to  be  ever  growing  ;  to  be  ever  ripening,  ever  becoming  more  meet  for  this 
world,  more  akin  to  the  harmonies  of  the  next.  But  let  her  grow  and  ripen  as 
she  will:  let  her  become  wise, and . good,  and  unselfish, and  loving, only  one 
pair  of  eyes  will  ever  see  In  her  the  tender,  womanly.  Christian  grace  that  shines 
In  the  face  and  breathes  in  the  atmosphere  of  "  onr  Maggie  "1 


But  hew  Adam  Jr.  declares,  « I  thought  I  had  verily  found  a  guide  to  matri- 
mony In  these  pages,  and  should  soon  find  myself  In  the  Garden  of  Eden.  But 
here  I  am,  out  In  the  cold,  with  nothing  left  me  but  a  oommonplace  photograph 
of  two  husbands,  two  wives,  a  boy,  a  girl,  and  a  baby  I " 

But,  Adam  Jr..  guide-books  do  not  pretend  to  do  your  travelling  for  you. 
They  leave  you  a  free  agent,  and  offer  statistics  rather  than  adrlce.  If  you  wish 
to  enter  the  Garden  of  Eden.wby  don't  you  do  It?  You  cannot  afford  It?  If  that 
Is  literally  true,  you  will  have  to  wait  In  patience  till  you  can.  This  will  have 
the  effect  to  make  you  far  more  worthy  of  your  little  Eve  than  you  are  now;  you 
will  be  growing  wiser,  more  moderate,  every  day,  and  richer  in  self-control ; 
for  an  Almighty  hand  shapes  your  destiny  and  sees  that  your  hour  has  not  yet 
come.  Bnt  you  can  afford  It,  yet  cannot  find  a  Saint  Margaret  or  a  Bird  of  Para- 
dlse,and  are  not  sure  you  fancy  those  particular  types  of  character?  Yes!  but  she 
who  was  born  Into  this  world  to  be  your  special  choice  and;  future  Joy,  Urea 
somewhere  In  It,  and  will  come  to  you,  or  you  will  go  to  her  at  Just  the  right 
moment.  Meanwhile,  what  do  you  want  other?  To  love  you,  to  guide  your 
house,  to  bear  your  children,  to  put  up  with  all  your  faults  and  foibles,  to  merge 
her  individuality  in  yours,  and,  self-forgetting,  be  by  you  forgot?  Then  no  Gar- 
den of  Eden  opens  .before  you,  and  yon  shall  live  In  a  land  full  of  thorns  and 
thistles. 

Seek  rather  one  whom  yon  will  lore,  honor,  and  cherish,  in  spite  of  her  hu- 
man weaknesses ;  whom  you  will  ever  allow  to  be  herself,  and  to  whom  you 
shall  render  an  absolutely  unselfish  devotion.  Marrying  on  such  terms,  you  will 
find  her,  whatever  her  natural  character,  vying  with  yon  to  see  which  shall  do 
most  loving,  honoring,  end  cherishing ;  which  shall  be  most  reedy,  not  merely 
to  live,  tmt  to  let  live;  which  shall  be  most  purely  unselfish  and  devoted.  She 
cannot  walk  side  by  side  with  a  man  of  truo  nobility  of  character  without  be- 
coming herself  elevated  and  ennobled. 

Bnt  she  has  not  come  to  yon,  and  you  would  fain  know  where  to  seek  her? 
Well,  we  do  not  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles,  end  we  do  find  roso 
buds  where  we  see  full-blown  roses.  It  Is  a  rash  experiment  to  make  an  Eve  of 
a  maiden  who  was  born  of  a  frivolous,  selfish  mother  |  and  a  pretty  safe  one  to 
pluck  a  bud  from  a  bush  that  you  know  to  be  a  genuine  rose  tree.  To  be  sure, 
this  matured,  matronly  woman,  who  la  your  Ideal  of  what  la  truest  and  best  In 
her  sex,  ha*  not  become  such  by  accident,  and  If  «-ou  find  her  daughter  crude 
and  far  below  her  in  moral  worth,  remind  yourself  of  the  years  of  discipline  that 
have  rounded  out,  mellowed,  and  perfected  this  character.  She  has  had  her 
crying  babies,  and  her  provoking  servants,  and  all  the  little  trials  Inseparable 
from  domestic  life ;  sbe  has  grown  unselfish  and  loving  by  slow  and  painful  de- 
grees ;  If  you  would  fain  marry  her,  In  spite  of  her  age,  and  because  of  her  vir- 
tues, she  would  not  have  you,  lor  her  heart  still  b  longs  to  him  whose  name  she 
bears.  No,  you  are  crude  and  immature  yourself,  and  so  Is  your  Eve ;  yon  must 
grow  good,  as  you  do  old,  together  1 

"  But,"  you  whisper, "  I  have  found  a  wife  and  married.  I  love  her,  she  loves 
me,  bnt  we  do  not  lire  In  Peradlte.  She  has  little  ways  that,  at  times,  make  me 
desperate ;  and  she  declsxei  that  I  bave*mlne,  which  are  as  greatly  repugnant  to 
her." 

"Of  course!  She  fancied,  when  you  told  her  that  she  was  a  Idol,  at  whose 
shrine  you  should  ever  worship,  that  you  spoke  the  truth.  But  you  meant  Just 
the  reverse,  while,  perhaps,  unconscious  of  the  fact.  You  Intended  to  sit  on  a 
pedestal  and  let  her  worship  you  ;  and  she  Is  inclined  to  do  It,  and  would  If  she 
could.  But  then  there  are '  your  ways  •  I  Well,  what  are  they  ?  Let  us  ask  Eve 
herself.slnce  you  wont  confess." 

"In  tbe  first  place  be  smokes ;  and  he  knows  I  hate  smoke.  How  can  men 
want  to  make  themselves  so  disagreeable  I  Then  he  always,  tfa  point  launder 
discussion,  makes  me  yield.  And  he  often  speaks  to  me  In  snch  a  fault-anding 
displeased  way,  that  I  cry  my  eyes  out  as  soon  as  he  leaves  the  house." 

What !  you  leave  the  house  with  harsh  words  on  your  lips  that  will  rankle  In 
a  heart,  that  whatever  Its  weaknesses,  loses  you,  and  uould  gladly  love  more  11 
you  would  make  yourself  worthy  of  It?  Take  the  next  uptown  Btsgc,go  home, 
and  tell  her  you  are  ashamed  of  yourself,  kiss  sway  her  tears,  tell  her  that  you 
never  will  part  from  her  in  an  gti  again.  And  yon  are  wilful,  and  never  give 
way  to  her  ?  You  smoke,  though  It  makes  her  sick  ?  Ah,  no  wonder  yon  do 
not  lire  In  Paradise!  You  will  have  to  get  down  on  your  knees  and  pray  that  the 
root  and  ground  of  all  your  domestic  failures  may  be  done  away  with,  that  lore 
to  God  may  take  the  place  or  the  love  of  self,  and  that  you  may  learn  the  whole- 
some lesson  or  forbearance  and  gontleness  which  he  alone  can  teach. 

But  you  say  that  Eve  chafes  your  temper  by  always  belnt  behind-hand ;  that 
she  is  not  a  nice  housekeeper,  that  she  spoils  your  cnll  ren,  that  she  spends  too. 
much  money. 

Mow,  then.  Ere,  It  Is  your  turn.  It  Is  your  Christian  duty  to  ream  punctuality 
and  precision.  If  It  annoys  Adam  Jr.  to  find  dust  on  his  table  or  his  books.  It  Is 
your  duty  to  see  that  no  dust  settles  there.  If  you  hare  hie  food  prepared  and 
served  in  a  slovenly  way,  It  Is  high  time  to  turn  over  s  new  leaf.  If  you  are 
spoiling  hie  ohildren  by  foolish  Indulgence,  cease  from  that  perilous  course  at 
once.  And  remember  that  reckless  expenditure  Is  little  less  than  wilful 
theft. 

You  cannot  thus  reroltlonlze  your  character  and  habits  ?  True.  But  He  who 
made  you  a  wife  and  mother,  well  understands  all  yonr  difficulties,  and  is  ready 
to  remodel  you  tbe  Instant  you  are  ready  to  permit  Him  to  do  It.  But  you  reply 
that  neither  your  husband  nor  yourself  suslaln  any  rltal  relation  to  Him ;  dare 
not  take  Him  Into  your  counsels ;  are  not  In  the  habit  of  looking  to  Him  for 
sympathy  or  for  help.  Ah,  now  we  come  to  tbe  root  of  tbe  matter !  Your  lire* 
are  bid,  not  with  Christ  In  God, but  In  self,  and  It  Is  hardly  possible  to  conceive 
ofanybuta  Christian  marriage  as  being  a  very  happy  one.  Yon  may  and  do 
eareyoar  hours  or  delight  In  each  other,  but  you  bare  yet  to  learn  the  calm 
peace  of  those  whose  human  frailties  are  dally  giving  way  before  the  Indwelling 
of  a  new  life  that  crowds  oat.  roots  ont,  tlayt  the  old  selfish  Bfe. 

There  is  many  a  little  bearen  here  below ;  there  Is  many  a  patient  husband!, 
many  a  true  wife,  ripening  In  these  outskirts  of  Paradise  for  the  Edonthatis 
yet  to  come.  Where  is  the  man,  where  Is  the  woman,  who  cannot  help  to  form 
and  happily  dwell  In  such  a  home? 

TUX  XST>. 
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Liberal  Oilers  Made  to  Canvasser*. 
The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution :  Resolved. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  oi  these  As- 
sociations it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
tent until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire 
membership. 


A  PREMIUM  FOR  EVERY  SUBSCRIBER. 

To  any  new  or  old  subscriber  who  sends  us  $1.50  we  will  send 
the  Association  Monthly  for  one  year,  and  also  a  copy — post- 
age prepaid — of  the  New  Yobk  Observer  Year  Book  and  Al- 
manac for  1871.  By  an  special  arrangement  we  are  able  to 
furnish  to  our  subscribers  at  half  price,  this  valuable  work, 
which  is  now  in  press  The  volume  is  an  almost  indispensable 
compend  of  religious  and  secular  information.  It  has  been  ar- 
ranged and  edited  with  great  care,  and  the  statistics  of  the 
United  States  have  been  reviled  by  latest  returns  from  the 
Census  Bureau  at  Washington.  Besides  statistics  of  the  differ- 
ent denominations  of  Christians  in  the  world  it  will  contain  a 
complete  Directory  of  Names  and  Post-office  addresses  of  all  the 
Ministers  of  the  several  tranches  of  the  Presbyterian,  Congregation- 
al, Reformed  (Dutch,)  Episcopal,  Lutheran  Reformed  (German^) 
and  United  Brethren  Ohnrehes.  The  full  price  of  the  book  is 
fl.00. 


HOW  TO  BIND  THE  MONTHLY. 

We  are  able  to  make  the  following  offer  to  our  subscribers 
and  we  hope  that  every  Association  with  a  reading  room 
will  send  to  us  immediately  for  this  excellent  self  binder. 

Koch's  patent  self  binder,  full  cloth  sides  with  neat  gilt  side 
stamp,  manufactured  expressly  for  the  "  Association  Monthly  " 
will  be  furnished  to  subscribers  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  one  dollar.  Full 
directions  accompany  each  binder.  No  subscriber  should  be 
without  one.    Address,  enclosing  one  dollar,  R.  C.  Morse. 

Association  Building  Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  28d  St.  N.  Y. 

To  subscribers  who  have  lost  any  of  their  copies  and  desire  a 
complete  set  for  binding  we  will  send  the  missing  papers  for 
five  cents  each. 


OFFER  TO  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 
Any  new  Subscriber  dating  his  yearly  subscription 
from  July  1870  will  be  entitled  to  all  the  back  num- 
bers of  the  paper,  his  Subscription  expiring  with  tee 
Monthly  for  June,  1871.  Every  such  subscriber  will  in  this 
way  secure  the  entire  serial  story  of  Mrs.  Prentiss,  and  also  the 
series  of  pictures  of  Association  buildings  beginning  with  the 
edifice  in  New  York  and  designed  to  include  the  pictorial  re- 
presentations of  all  similar  edifices. 


THE  FIRST  YEAR  OF  THE  MONTHLY. 

For  a  year  the  Executive  Committee  of  our  Associations  have 
issued  this  paper  designed  for  our  members  in  every  State  and 
Province.  Words  and  votes  of  warm  approval  have  been  re- 
ceived. In  our  General  Convention  at  Indianapolis  last  June, 
in  two  Provincial  and  thirteen  State  Conventions  during  the 
year  the  paper  has  been  endorsed  and  warmly  commended  to 
all  our  Associations.  In  this  way  the  voice  of  the  Indianapolis 
Convention  asserting  that  it  was  "  the  duty  of  the  entire 
membership  of  our  associations  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscbibers,"  has  been  echoed  in 
Provincial  and  State  Assembly  all  over  the  land.  Many  hearty 
responses  have  reached  us  recognizing  the  indispensableness  of 
the  paper  to  the  progress  of  the  cause.  But  from  many  no 
word  has  yet  come.  We  call  upon  our  friends  and  all  our  mem- 
bers at  the  opening  of  the  new  year  to  make  a  vigorous  effort 
in  behalf  this  growing  and  important  branch  of  our  common 
work.  ' 

Of  our  old  subscribers  who  have  so  cordially  sustained  us,  we 
ask  the  prompt 

RENEWAL  OF    THEIR  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Many  have  subscribed  not  only  for  themselves  but  for  others, 
sending  the  paper  as  an  Association  Tract  that  it  might  com- 
mend our  cause  and  keep  ailve  an  interest  in  it.  We  hope  there 
ore  many  more  who  will  this  year  in  the  same  way  aid  the  cir- 
culation of  intelligence  about  the  Association  and  the  work  it  is 
accomplishing. 
"  To  facilitate  this  we  make  the  following  offer : 

If  'tny  person  will  send  us  one  or  more  names  and  addresses  and 
75  cents  with  each,  we  will  send  (he  paper  for  a  year  to  every  such 
address. 

Many  cheering  testimonies  to  the  value  and  usefulness  of  the 
paper  have  been  received.  The  Committee  are  striving  in  every 
way  to  give  additional  interest  to  its  columns.  Among  our 
contributors  the  past  year  have  been  writers  representing  the 
best  talent  in  our  churches.  To  their  number  we  expect  to  add 
many  more  the  coming  year.  Mrs.  Prentiss,  whose  admirable 
serial  is  brought  to  a  close  in  this  number  has  kindly  consented 
to  contribute  regularly  to  our  columns. 

Our  members  also  shall  have  it  in  their  power  to  aid  by  in- 
structive contributions  the  work  their  paper  is  founded  to 
perform,  and  we  ask  from  all  our  associations  lively  and  stirring 
accounts  of  the  work  they  are  accomplishing,  or  soberer  men- 
tion of  the  difficulties  they  encounter  in  their  labors.  Our  col- 
umns will  thus  become  more  and  more  instructive  to  the  rapid- 
ly increasing  number  of  those  who  are  eager  and  anxious  to 
know  the  nature  and  methods  of  our  work  and  how  it  is  blessed 
in  reaching  young  men  with  the  saving  power  and  truth  of  the 
gospel. 


THIRTEEN  CONVENTIONS  IN  THREE  MONTHS. 

During  the  three  months  just  closed  in  two  British  Provinces 
and  eleven  States  in  the  Union  from  Wisconsin  to  Maine  and 
from  Pennsylvania  to  Prince  Edward's  Island  thirteen  Conven- 
tfens  of  "  Young  Men's  Christian  Association's"  have  assembled 
to  report  the  work  of  the  year  and  to  deliberate  concerning 
the  encouragements  enjoyed  and  the  difficulties  encountered 
in  their  common  work.  Of  their  proceedings  we  have  given 
summary  reports. 

In  almost  every  instance  (we  are  not  accurately  informed  of 
a  single  exception)  the  Convention  has  been  an  improvement 
on  its  predecessors.  Substantial  progress  in  our  work  seems  to 
be  reported  by  the  united  testimony  of  these  large  gatherings 
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of  delegates  from  so  many  different  portions  of  the  country. 

The  effect  upon  the  delegates  of  the  discussions,  deliberations 
and  devotional  exercise  in  each  assembly  was  stimulating. 
They  separated  feeling  that  their  interest  in  the  purpose  and 
work  of  the  Association  had  been  deepened.  Evidences  of  the 
reality  and  power  of  the  impression  already  appear  in  a  new 
spirit,  activity  and  earnestness.  Many  of  these  tangible  results 
we  hope  soon  to  record. 

In  the  general  conduct  and  ordering  of  the  Conventions  also 
there  was  manifest  improvement.  From  the  experience  of  the 
past  years  many  valuable  lessons  had  been  learned  and  were 
acted  upon.  But  while  this  is  recorded  with  gratitude,  we  are 
well  aware  that  much  remains  to  be  done  in  order  to  develop 
the  best  methods  of  arrangement  and  discussion  in  these  im- 
portant gatherings.  Each  year  brings  its  own  suggestions  and 
lessons.  To  some  of  these  we  hope  to  call  attention  at  a 
future  time,  for  it  is  as  we  are  vigilant  of  such  •pportunities 
that  we  shall  achieve  real  progress  in  our  work. 

Even  so  brief  a  review  of  the  late  Conventions,  however,  is 
full  of  encouragement.  In  its  cheering  aspects,  we  see  one 
among  many  signs  of  the  Lord's  presence  and  blessing.  In 
some  cases,  before  the  delegates  separated  there  were  manifest 
tokens  of  a  work  of  grace  in  the  community  which  had  wel- 
comed them.  At  Scranton,  Pa.,  where  the  last  Convention  was 
held,  a  blessed  season  of  deep  religious  interest  is  being  en- 
joyed. 

Four  States  are  yet  to  hold  Conventions.  Let  us  feel  en- 
couraged to  pray  with  unceasing  faith  that  even  richer  bless- 
ings may  attend  these  gatherings  and  a  yet  greater  power  for 
good  go  forth  from  them. 


LIBRARY  OP  THE  N.  T.  ASSOCIATION 


One  of  the  pleasantest,  if  not  the  pleasantest  apartment  of  the 
Association  building  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  the  Library,  of 
which  we  give  a  picture  this  month.  The  room  is  situated  on 
the  third  floor,  retired  from  the  more  busy,  bustling  part  of  the 
building.  The  room  is  80  feet  high,  and  measures  80x73  feet, 
it  is  lighted  by  a  sky  light  above,  and  by  windows  at  each  ex- 
tremity. The  woodwork  is  chestnut  trimmed  with  walnut,  and 
jthe  walls  and  ceiling  neatly  decorated  in  fresco.  The  harmony 
of  colors  in  the  decorations  is  very  pleasing,  and  gives  to  the 
room  an  air  of  quietness  in  keeping  with  its  character. 

The  library  was  founded  in  1852,  the  date  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Association,  and  now  numbers  nearly  4000  volumes. 
A  free  reference  library,  open  in  the  evening,  when  young 
men  can  best  avail  themselves  of  it,  has  been  a  want  of  our  city . 
A  splendid  library  closed  at  hours  when  it  is  most  needed  by 
the  public,  is  to  the  multitude  of  readers,  an  aggravation.  This 
room  is  open  from  8}  A.  M.,  to  10  P.  M.,  thus  covering  this 
important  time,  and  is  free  to  any  one  over  16  years  of  age, 
whether  members  or  not. 

This  library  is  as  yet  comparatively  small,  but  its  collection 
of  books  is  choice,  the  management  aiming  to  procure  the 
best  editions. 

The  magazines,  reviews,  and  literary  papers  are  placed  in  the 
library.  The  number  of  books  now  on  the  shelves  is,  we  have 
said,  about  4,000.  But  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  size  of 
the  collection  will  be  rapidly  increased  by  the  liberality  of  our 
members  and  other  friends  of  the  cause,  till  its  usefulness  is 
commensurate  with  the  size,  beauty  aud  capacity  of  the  room 
set  apart  for  its  accommodation. 


GRAND  MEETING  IN  PITTSBURGH. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  receive  a  long  account  of  the  stirring 
annual  meeting  held  in  Pittsburgh  November  16th.  The  re- 
port of  the  President,  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter  is  full  of  interesting 
intelligence  showing  that  the  religious  and  secular  work  has 
been  pushed  forward  the  past  year  with  great  efficiency  and 
the  Lord  has  richly  blessed  the  labors  or  the  brethren.  The 
Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  L.  McClintock  reports  receipts  $6,628.40,  ex- 
penditures $6,523.43. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  was  present  and  made  an  eloquent 
speech.  He  spoke  of  the  Building  Fund  lately  started  in  his 
own  city.  $11,000  has  been  subscribed.  To  secure  more  they 
propose  to  find  200  Christian  women  who  will  endeavor  to 
raise  each  $500 ;  and  fifty  men  who  will  pledge  themselves  for 
same  amount.  In  this  way  the  $125,000  required  will  be  forth- 
coming. Mr.  Miller  urged  the  Pittsburgh  brethren  to  inaugu- 
rate a  similar  movement. 

A  collection  amounting  to  over  $1,500  was  then  taken  up 
and  General  J.  A.  Beaver  of  Bellefonte  made  an  earnest  closing 
address.    We  shall  report  this  meeting  more  fully  next  month. 

Lsr  the  Index  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Association  Month- 
ly given  at  the  close  of  our  paper  this  mtmth  will  be  found  the 
names  of  100  American  and  23  foreign  Associations,  concerning 
which  reports  or  information  have  been  given  the  past  year  in 
our  columns  devoted  to  the  News  of  Associations.  Of  many 
that  have  been  specially  active  we  have  made  mention  more 
than  once.  In  this  vivid  and  practical  way  the  methods  and 
results  of  our  work  in  this  and  other  lands  have  been  presented 
to  all  readers  of  the  paper.  We  call  the  attention  of  the  breth- 
ren to  the  importance  of  this  department  of  news  with  the  re- 
quest  that  they  will  during  the  coming  year  keep  us  more  fully 
informed  of  what  the  Lord  is  accomplishing  through  their  in- 
strumentality. They  will  thus  make  the  paper  increasingly  in- 
structive to  all  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  among  young 
men. 


Of  the  Promising  Work  of  M.  Robebt  Weidensam,,  the 
agent  of  the  Committee  in  the  west,  during  his  recent  tour 
through  Wisconsin,  brief  mention  is  made  in  the  report  of  the 
convention  of  that  State.  We  will  give  next  month  further 
notice  of  the  details  of  his  trip  and  labors. 


Give  unto  all,  lest 

Austin. 


he  whom  you  refuse  be  Jesus  himself. — St 


A  BUILDING  FOR  CLEVELAND. 
A  BUILDING  FUND  FOR  CINCINNATL 

STIRRING  CLOSE  '6jf    A  CONTENTION. 

The  following  description  of  the  closing  discussion  at  the 
late  Ohio  Convention,  held  in  Cincinnati,  will  be  read  with  deep 
interest : 

The  last  topic  was  "How  can  our  Associations  best  secure  build- 
ings or  building  funds  1"  Mr.  T.  M.  Irvine,  of  Cleveland,  stated  that 
daring  the  day  he  had  received  word  from  Cleveland  that  they  had 
purchased  a  building  for  $20,000.  This  was  a  thing  ior  which 
they  had  labored  and  prayed  and  at  last  )t  had  been  accomplished. 
Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  then  made  a  few  remarks. 
a  building:  in  Cincinnati. 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Colgate  Hoyt,  of  Cleveland,  came  forward  to 
the  very  brink  of  the  stand,  and,  with-a  good  deal  of  emotion,  said 
he  had  something  to  say  which  could  not  be  omitted.  God  had 
prospered  him  in  business,  and  now  that  they  had  a  house  in  Cleve- 
land he  wanted  to  do  something  for  Cincinnati.  He  would  give 
them  $500  toward  a  building.  This  announcement  was  received 
with  tremendous  applause. 

Dr.  Carey,  of  Zanesville,  arose  In  the  congregation  and  oflbred 
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$600  toward  a  building  in  his  own  city.  Mr.  Elliott  H.  Pendleton 
now  came  forward,  and  nothing  having  been  heard  from  his  own 
city,  offered  for  a  house  in  Cincinnati  to  cover  both  the  other  sums 
named.  Again  the  audience  broke  out  into  applause.  Mr.  H. 
Thane  Miller  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  "  men  of  Cincinnati, 
admonishing  them  of  their  responsibility. 

From  this  time  on  until  the  close  of  propositions,  each  person 
who  arose  was  greeted  with  enthusiastic  applause.  John  H. 
Cheever  offered  $1,000 ;  Wm.  H.  Doane  tendered  $2,000 ;  Major  H. 
P.  Lloyd  agreed  to  give  $500.  Mr.  Lang  Sheaff  said  they  all  knew 
he  was  not  able  to  give  much,  but  promised  a  hundred  dollars  each 
year  so  long  as  he  held  the  office  of  Superintendent.  Rev.  Joseph 
Chester  offered  one  hundred  dollars.  A.  D.  Breed  gave  $3000.  Mr. 
Pendleton  said  it  was  useless  to  talk  now  about  anything  but  suc- 
cess— they  must  go  forward,  and  asked  all  who  were  willing  to 
work  to  secure  this  end  to  rise.  About  thirty  persons  responded. 
A  gentleman  proposed  to  head  a  list  of  young  men  receiving  sal- 
aries who  should  agree  to  give  one-tenth  of  their  respective  salaries 
for  the  year  1870.  G.  M.  Lotus,  an  apprentice,  arose  in  the  audi- 
ence, and  after  expressing  his  obligations  to  the  Association,  offer- 
ed $35  each  year  of  his  apprenticeship.  E.  M.  Boynton  of  New 
York,  offered  $100 


The  Montreal  Building  Fund  is  gradually  assuming  fair 
proportions.  Last  month  we  stated  it  had  reached  the  sum  of 
$17,401.  It  has  since  been  still  further  increased  to  $20,401. 
We  give  the  names  of  new  subscribers  in  another  column.  The 
early  subscriptions  were  given  on  condition  the  fund  reached 
$25,000.  This  important  goal  has  been  reached  and  the  ulti- 
mate success  of  this  wise  and  noble  project  seems  well  assured. 
We  heartily  congratulate  our  brethren  on  the  blessing  that  has 
attended  their  efforts.  We  hope  soon  to  hear  equally  cheer- 
ing intelligence  from  Toronto. 

At  Beverly,  New  Jersey,  the  Association  has  lately  en- 
tered a  building  of  its  own.  The  entire  cost  of  the  lot,  edi- 
fice, and  furniture  was  $3,800.  One  half  of  this  sum  has  been 
already  raised,  being  contributed  by  the  active  members  of  the 
Association,  who  are  not  wealthy.  The  balance  of  the  cost  will 
soon  be  raised,  it  is  hoped  among  the  rich  Christian  citizens  of 
Beverly. 

WANT3  AND  DANGERS. 

Last  month  we  called  attention  to  a  number  of  favorable 
notices  of  our  Association,  that  had  appeared  in  the  press. 
We  are  not  sorry  to  make  mention  this  month  of  utterances  of 
a  different  sort  Little  or  nothing  that  man  attempts,  can  be 
above  criticism,  and  when  the  criticism  is  sound  and  whole- 
some, it  should  be  received  with  thoughtful  consideration 
This  description  applies  to.  the  following  paragraphs  from  the 
Springfield  Republican. 

"One  door  in  every  three  or  four  on  Main  street,  leads  into  a 
billiard  room,  or  restaurant,  or  drinking  saloon,  where  one  can 
drop  in  with  no  conscious  effort,  and  find  something  to  eat  and  to 
drink,  games  and  jolly  company.  The  young  man  who  would 
visit  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  even  it  he 
can  learn  the  building  where  they  ore  located,  must  climb  to  the 
second  story,  and  finds  when  he  gets  there  a  place  prim  and  with 
the  air  of  being  little  used,  a«d  with  warnings  posted  round,  not 
to  remove  t!ie  papers  from  the  stand, — in  fact,  he  finds  something 
decidedly  chilly.  What  Bev.  Mr.  Potter  told  the  Association  when 
they  went  into  their  present  quarters,  is  true.  They  are  too  high 
up.  They  ought  to  come  down  among  the  people,  not  only  with 
their  rooms,  but  with  their  methods.    The  Methodists  made  a 

great  discovery  when  they  found  out  that  it  wouldn't  do  to  let  the 
evil  have  all  the  good  tunes,  and  our  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  will  make  a  discovery  equally  valuable,  when  it  sees 
that  the  only  way  to  benefit  young  men  is  to  make  a  place  as 
attractive  for  them  as  the  billiard-room  and  liquor-saloon  keepers 
do.  The  first  aim  should  be  to  attract  and  interest  the  young  men, 
to  get  an  influence  over  them,  to  offer  them  a  pleasanter  place  of 
rosort  than  they  can  find  elsewhere." 


We  wish  it  were  possible  to  bring  these  just  criticisms  to  the 
attention  of  the  wealthy  christian  men#  of  Springfield,  and 
many  other  cities  and  towns  where  hundreds  of  young  men 
are  ruined  every  year,  because  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation is  left  to  stagnate  in  an  attic.  Let  the  society  have  a 
building  of  its  own,  attractively  furnished,  and  the  reproach 
here  cast  upon  it  will  be  speedily  removed.  Christian  men  of 
capital,  employers  of  young  men,  having  a  large  stake  in  the 
character  of  this  influential  class  in  the  community,  should  be 
more  awake  to  the  indispensable  importance  of  such  a  home, 
resort,  and  refuge  for  young  men.  Toronto  and  Montreal  have 
lately  set  a  noble  example  to  sister  cities.  Their  christian  mer- 
chants subscribed  in  a  few  days  thousands  of  dollars  toward  a 
building  fund  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  in 
each  city  we  hope  soon  to  announce  the  erection  of  an  attrac- 
tive and  suitable  edifice. 

From  another  quarter,  the  Congregationalist  and  Button  Re- 
corder, comes  an  enumeration  of  the  dangers  attending  our  state 
conventions,  the  excellent  one  at  Chelsea,  Mass.,  (Oct.  8d),  being 
taken  as  a  sample.  "  Spiritual  dissipation,"  "  Spiritual  pride," 
"  Spiritual  arrogance,"  and  "  Spiritual  ignorance,"  are  named  as 
the  special  snares  into  which  we  are  liable  to  fall.  Yet  there 
are  hopeful  signs  also.  The  same  writer  speaks  bf  the  whole 
city  of  Chelsea 

"  Being  moved  by  the  coming  of  three  hundred  Christian  young 
men.  so  that  pastors  and  churches  feel  strengthened,  and  even  the 
irreligious  exclaim:  "These  men  are  the  servants  of  the  most 
high  God,  who  shew  unto  us  the  way  of  salvation."  He  also  says, 
by  way  of  encouragement :  It  was  most  gratifying  to  notice  in 
the  late  convention,  that  this  peril  'Spiritual  ignorance,'  was 
seen,  and  with  great  emphasis  proclaimed.  Nothing  could  be  finer 
than  Mr.  Moody's  urgent  enforcement,  on  all  who  aspire  to  work 
for  God,  of  the  need  of  seeking  from  the  Holy  Spirit  by  prayerful, 
continuous  study  of  the  Divine  word,  the  only  furnishing  which 
can  save  them  from  grievious  mistake." 


OBSERVANCE  OF   THE  DAY  OF  PRATER. 

By  large  union  prayer  meetings,  wherever  practicable,  in 
prayer  and  sermon  at  multitudes  of  Churches,  as  well  as  by  un- 
numbered petitions  at  the  family  altar  and  in  the  closet,  the 
second  Sabbath  in  last  month  was  observed  as  a  day  of  special 
prayer  for  the  work  of  Christ  in  our  Associations. 

An  admirable  circular  was  sent  to  all  the  Associations  in 
New  Jersey  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Carlton,  corresponding  member  for 
that  State,  inclosing  a  form  of  pulpit  notice,  addressed  to  pas- 
tors and  to  be  modified  by  each  Association  according  to  their 
programme  for  the  day.  It  was  a  wise  measure  and  facilitated 
the  general  and  prayerful  observance  of  the  day  in  New  Jersey. 
From  Newark,  New  Brunswick,  Elizabeth  and  Plainfield  we 
have  already  heard  that  the  call  met  with  a  hearty  response. 

From  Westerly,  R.  I.,  New  Haven,  Ct.,  Brunswick,  Maine, 
Damascoville,  Ohio,  Madison,  Wis.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  many 
other  places  similar  reports  reach  us.  In  New  York  city  an  early 
morning  prayer-meeting  before  Sunday  school  hours  was  held  at 
the  rooms,  and  in  the  evening,  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  delivered  an 
earnest  and  eloquent  address  before  a  large  audience  in  the 
Hall  of  the  Association.  In  the  churches  of  the  city  many  ser- 
mons were  preached  and  prayers  offered  in  behalf  of  our  work. 

A  union  service  of  the  Young  Ladies'  and  Young  Men's 
Christian,  Associations  was  held  in  Burlington,  Vt.  The  large 
Methodist  church  was  crowded.  The  work  of  each  society  was 
described  and  deep  interest  manifested  in  what  the  Lord  was 
doing  through  their  efforts. 

A  student  in  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  writes :  "  The 
last  prayer  meeting  that  we  have  had  this  session  was  held 
yesterday  (Lord's  day,  Nov.  13,)  morning  in  the  Seminary 
building.    The  object  was  to  pray  for  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
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tian  Associations,  and  a  most  delightful  hour  was  sjtent. 
Earnest  addresses  were  made  advocating  the  cause,  and  earnest 
prayers  were  offered  to  God  for  His  richest  and  choicest  bless- 
ings td  rest  upon  these  beloved  societies. 

Any  opposition  or  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  ministry 
to  these  Associations,  which,  may  have  been  the  source  of 
deep  regret,  can  now,  I  think,  be  safely  numbered  with  the 
things  of  the  past.  The  young  men  who  have  gone  out  as  well 
as  those  who  are  preparing  to  go  out  into  the  ministry,  recog- 
nize in  these  organizations  a  powerful  aid  to  the  church.  God 
bless  them  was  the  prayer  that  went  up  from  every  heart  in 
our  meeting  yesterday." 

For  many  other  encouraging  reports  we  shall  hare  space  next 
month.  But  this  day,  however  hopefully  observed,  can  mark 
only  the  beginning  of  what  we  are  seeking.  It  should  bear  its 
first  fruit  in  making  us  more  habitually  prayerful  as  well  as 
more  active  in  our  work.  Then  we  may  look  by  God's  blessing 
for  glorious  and  enduring  results  flowing  from  this  day  de- 
voted to  prayer  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 


THE  CONVENTIONS. 


STATE  CON  VENTIONS  YET  TO  COME. 
In  Illinois,  a  convention  will  probably  be  held  this  season. 
The  following  conventions  are  announced  in  other  States : 
STATE.  TIME.  PLACE. 

Minnesota Jan.  11, 1871 Rochester. 

Iowa April  4, Iowa  City. 

Michigan Jackson. 

Indiana Greencastle. 


CONNECTICUT  CONVENTION 

AT  BBIDGBPOBT. 

[A  tail  report  of  this  Convention  hsa  not  yet  reached  ng.  We  will  give  next 
month  *  more  detailed  account  of  the  seselona^nd  proceedings.— Ed.] 

The  delegates  met  the  morning  of  Thursday,  Oct.  20th,  in  the 
South  Congregational  Church  of  Bridgeport. 

The  opening  feature  of  the  Convention  was  an  admirable  one. 
At  noon  of  the  first  day,  the  delegates  met  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Bridgeport  Association  to  partake  of  a  bountiful  collation  prepared 
by  the  ladles.  Here  an  hour  and  a  half  was  spent  in  pleasant  social 
intercourse  and  the  Convention  assembled  to  enter  upon  its  work 
all  the  more  efficiently  because  the  brethren  had  become  acquaint- 
ed with  one  another. 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  a  permanent  organization  was  effected  by 
the  election  of  Mr.  Beiw\i,  of  Waterbury,  as  President. 

An  opening  address  was  delivered  by  Bev.  Mr.  Porter  Snell,  of 
Hartford,  on  the  "  Idea  of  the  Y.  M.  Christian  Association  "  which 
be  defined  to  be  the  leading  of  young  men  to  the  Saviour.  "  Christ," 
be  said,  "  is  the  end  of  our  work  as  well  as  our  strength  and  Ex- 
emplar in  it." 

By  an  excellent  device,  the  reports  of  Associations  were  given  in 
the  form  of  a  discussion  of  the  question :  "  What  branch  of  our 
work  has  afforded  most  encouragement 'the  past  year  V  Each  del- 
egate, as  he  reported  under  this  question,  was  chiefly  occupied  in 
telling  what  had  been  new  or  inspiring  in  the  recent  labors  of  his 
Association,  and  the  deepest  interest  was  manifested  in  each  suc- 
cessive report.  At  the  close,  Mr.  Wm  F.  Lee,  of  the  General  Ex- 
ecutive Committtee,  who  was  present,  said  the  less  >n  of  these 
■tilling  narrations  was  that  trust  in  God  accompanied  by  active 
personal  labor  was  the  secret  of  all  our  success.  Prominent 
among  the  forms  this  aggressive  work  for  the  Master  had  assumed, 
were  prayer  meetings  in  school  houses  and  other  places  and  ser- 
vices in  the  open  air,  held  and  sustained  by  bands  of  Christian 


young  men  who  went  out  with  alacrity  on  these  errands  of  love, 
and  those  Associations  appeared  to  have  been  most  blessed  who 
had  gone  out  into  places  religiously  waste  and  destitute  to  pro- 
claim the  goppeL 

In  Bristol,  Ct.,  a  promising  effort  has  been  made  toward  securing 
a  building. 

The  discussions  that  continued  till  the  close  of  the  Convention 
were  earnest  and  instructive.  Mr.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  was  present 
and  lent  unusual  interest  to  all  the" sessions  in  which  he  took  part. 
An  impulse  seems  to  have  been  given  to  our  work  through  the 
agency  of  the  convention  which  we  hope  will  be  felt  in  every  part 
of  the  State.  - 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  CONVENTION 

AT  CONOOBD. 

After  a  pleasant  and  sociable  welcome  meeting  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  24th,  the  Convention  assembled  in  the  South  Congregation- 
al Church  the  next  (Tuesday)  morning.  Major  Jones  and  Rev. 
S.  L.  Blake  of  Concord  made  addresses  of  welcome,  Mr.  W.  Hamlin 
of  Dover  responding,  and  before  noon  the  following  permanent  or- 
ganization was  effected. 

Pratdent:  Charles  TJ.  Bell,  Exeter. 

rtce-Prauuntt :  stlllman  Humphrey,  Concord ;  I\  W.  Beeves,  Laconla, 

Cor.  Sec.  and  Trtarurtr  :  B.  O.  Blunt,  Nashua. 

Recording  Bee  :  E.  O.  B.  Way,  Claremont. 

Some  encousaging  and  instructive  facts  were  stated  in  the  brief 
verbal  reports  received  from  various  Associations.  At  Claremont  a 
blessed  work  of  grace  has  been  in  progress  and  forty  hopeful  con- 
versions have  taken  place.  In  Dover,  with  200  members  there  is 
good  activity  in  the  work,  and  similar  satisfactory  reports  came 
from  other  associations.  Some  delegates  told  the  story  of  disap- 
pointment and  discouragement.  The  difficulties  encountered  were 
made  the  theme  of  remark  in  the  practical  discussions  that  follow- 
ed and  in  the  replies  to  questions  from  the  Question  Drawer. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Moody  of  Chicago  was  present,  taking  effective  part 
in  all  the  proceedings  and  adding  materially  to  the  religious  glow 
and  interest  of  each  evening  session.  He  also  conducted  a  sugges- 
tive and  instructive  promise  meeting,  very  many  taking  part  by  re- 
peating a  promise  from  the  Bible.  The  lesson  he  thus  taught  in 
this  and  other  conventions  is  alluded  to  more  fully  in  another 
column. 

The  claims  of  the  Association  Monthly  upon  the  Intelligent 
sympathy  and  support  of  the  brethren  in  all  our  States  and  its  de- 
pendence upon  this  support  for  excellence  and  usefulness  as  well 
as  for  remunerative  circulation  were  presented  by  the  editor  of  the 
paper.  Mr.  Moody  spoke  cordially  in  confirmation  of  these  views, 
calling  special  attention  to  the  many  pictures  in  the  paper  of  Asso- 
ciation buildings.  The  merited  prominence  assigned  to  this  de- 
partment of  our  work  had  exerted  a  very  wholesome  influence.  If 
this  paper  should  reach  more  of  our  leading  Christian  men  it 
would,  he  thought,  commend  our  cause  to  them  in  an  effective 
manner. 

The  farewell  meeting  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  26th,  was  very 
largely  attended  and  the  delegates  separated  with  a  new  enthusi- 
asm in  the  glorious  work  they  had  undertaken, 


MAINE  CONVENTION 


AT  AUGUSTA, 
Assembling  in  the  Baptist  church  of  Augusta  at  10  A  M.,  Oct. 
27th,  the  delegates,  after  listening  to  an  earnest  address  from  the 
President,  Mr.  A  J.  Chase,  of  Portland,  promptly  effected  a  perma-   • 
nent  organization  as  follows : 

FrmUUnt:  Andrew  J.  Chase,  of  Portland. 

Vla-PrtttdtnU:  David  Cargill,  of  Augusta ;  A.  C.  Palmer,  of  Bath ;  CapL  David 
W.8torer,ofBsngor;Hon.T.H.  Hubbard,  of  Blddcfoid;  Edward  Sands,  of  Lew- 
Isfon. 

Steretarlu:  O.  W.  Qaroelon,  of  Lewlston ;  J.  R.  Learned,  of  Auburn;  Charles 
B.  Pearl,  of  Bangor. 

Mr.  Wm.  F.  Lee  of  Now  York,  presented  to  the  Convention  the 

fraternal  greeting  of  the  General  Executive  Committee. 
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Eighty  delegates  were  in  attendance  representing  18  Associations 
and  twelve  representing  ten  churches  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 
The  reports  from  the  Associations  wore  in  many  coses  encouraging 
and  indicated  substantial  progress.  Some  of  the  details  of  the 
work  will  be  found  under  News  of  Associations. 

The  discussions  on  the  design  and  work  of  our  Associations  were 
practical,  Messrs.  D.  L.  Moody  of  Chicago,  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr., 
of  Boston,  H.  H.  Burgess,  John  Russell,  and  C.  Sturdevent  of  Port- 
land, David  Cargill,  of  Augusta,  C.  M.  Bailey  of  Winthrop,  A.  C. 
Palmer  of  Beth,  and  many  others  participating. 

The  evening  sessions  were  rendered  intensely  interesting  by 
stirring  addresses  from  Mr.  Moody,  full  of  hearty  appeal  for  more 
effective  work  for  Christ.  He  was  listened  to  with  the  deep- 
est interest,  and  as  we  separated  many  expressed  the  hope  and  con- 
viction of  having  received  a  new  impulse  to  active  personal  effort 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  fellowmen.  As  at  other  conven- 
tions the  promise  meeting  led  by  Mr.  Moody,  in  which  very  many 
took  part  by  reciting  a  precious  promise  from  Cod's  Word,  was 
very  suggestive  of  how  Bible  meetings  might  be  made  unusually 
profitable  and  interesting.  We  shall  hare  more  to  say  on  this  in 
another  column. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  Association  Monthly,  and  the 
editor,  who  was  present,  was  called  upon  to  state  its  purpose  and 
its  relation  to  our  work.  Much  interest  was  manifested  in  the  pa- 
per which  we  hope  will  take  the  practical  form  of  a  long  list  of  sub- 
scribers from  Maine. 

Mrs.  Wittenmeyer  of  Philadelphia  deeply  interested  the  dele- 
gates and  the  Christian  ladies  of  Augusta  by  speaking  of  the  duty 
of  the  women  of  the  church  in  work  for  Christ.  Her  own  home, 
she  urged,  was  the  first  sphere  of  effort  for  every  woman.  But  out- 
side of  these  most  sacred  duties  Christian  women  had  time  which 
was  too  often  devoted  simply  to  dress,  fashion  or  the  round  of 
worldly  amusements.  This  was  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that 
woman's  work  for  Christ  was  not  properly  assigned  her  by  the 
church.  The  masses  we  are  or  ought  to  be  seeking  will  not  come 
to  our  sanctuary,  we  must  go  to  them  with  the  Word,  and  to  do 
this  most  effectually  we  must  reach  them  in  their  homes.  For 
such  work  in  the  households  of  the  poor,  Christian  women  are  best 
fitted.  To  this  field  the  church  should  call  and  assign  them,  and 
into  it  they  themselves — forsaking  devotion  to  dress  and  show  and 
fashion — should  be  eager  to  enter.  The  simple,  earnest  and  elo- 
quent words  of  Mrs.  Wittenmeyer  made  deep  impression  on  all 
who  were  privileged  to  listen. 

Late  Friday  evening  (Oct.  28)  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Con- 
vention many  assembled  for  prayer.  It  was  a  time  of  solemn  con- 
secration to  the  Master  and  we  hope  for  many  glorious  results  flow- 
ing from  the  Convention  in  Maine. 


WISCONSIN  CONVENTION. 

AT  JANESTILLE. 

The  First  Annual  Convention  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Wiconsin 
met  on  Thursday,  Nov.  Sd,  at  Janesville,  and  continued  in  session 
till  Saturday  evening.  Seventy-five  delegates  were  present  from 
different  Associations  and  from  churches  in  places  where  no  Asso- 
ciation exists.    The  permanent  officers  of  the  Convention  were : 

PretUent ;  H.  J.  Cowles,  Madison. 

Vkt-PruUtnt :  C.  M.  Blackmao,  Whitewater ;  A.  P.  Bedfleld,  Milwaukee. 

Becretarle* :  a.  M.  Hast,  Janesville ;  W.  O.  Benedict,  Milwaukee. 

The  welcome  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  immedi- 
ately after  organization.  Brief,  yet  cordial  addresses  of  welcome 
were  given  by  E.  S.  Barrows,  President  of  the  Janesville  Associa- 
tion and  Rev.  Br.  Hodge  on  behalf  of  the  churches  of  the  city.  The 
President  of  the  Convention  responded.  The  Convention  was  chiefly 
composed  of  earnest,  practical  men  who  evidently  meant  work,  and 
had  met  to  learn  how  best  to  reach  and  bring  to  Christ  the  young 
men  of  our  commonwealth. 

Emphasis  was  laid,  in  nearly  all  the  remarks,  on  the  fact  that  the 
leading  aim  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  to  work  for 
young  men. 

Jt  was  clearlv  sliown  bv  some  of  the  speakers'  that  in  many  in- 


stances the  failure  of  Associations  must  be  attributed  to  undertak- 
ing to  carry  on  too  many  enterprises.  In  this  way  they  had  scatter- 
ed their  forces  and  in  attempting  to  conduct  a  half  a  dozen  or  more 
missions,  had,  through  lack  of  workers  and  means,  made  a  failure  of 
the  whole.  The  true  policy,  however,  was  to  concentrate  their  forces 
at  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  making  them  attractive  by  intro- 
ducing social  meetings,  and  many  other  exercises  that  would  in- 
terest young  men. 

Mr.  R.  R.  McBnrney,  of  New  York,  member  of  the  General  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  was  present  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
success  of  the  Convention.  Mr.  R.  Weidensall  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
who  has  faithfully  labored  for  the  past  two  months  in  one  State, 
under  the  direction  of  the  General  Executive  Committee,  was 
present  during  the  Convention  and  with  many  a  stirring  word 
urged  his  fellow  workers  to  new  efforts. 

There  are  eleven  Associations  in  the  State,"all  have  rooms.  Sev- 
eral have  free  reading  rooms ;  one  sustains  a  city  missionary.  Total 
membership  about  one  thousand. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  urging  Associations  to  make  every  ef- 
fort to  erect  buildings  of  their  own.  Also, "  That  we  maygive  our- 
selves more  singly  and  devotedly  to  the  one  definite  purpose  of  our 
organization — the  bringing  of  the  young  men  of  our  State  to  re- 
ceive and  follow  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

And, "  That  we  urge  the  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  this  State 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  secure  subscribers  to  the  Associa- 
tion Monthly,  the  only  organ  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces." 

A  State  Executive  Committee,  of  five,  for  the  coming  year  was  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  the  following  brethren :  C.  M.  Blackman, 
Whitewater;  W.  S.  Bull,  Racine;  3.  E.  Mosely,  Madison ;  H.  H. 
Libby,  Fon  du  Lac,  and  J.  H.  Kinney,  Janesville, 

The  farewell  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday  evening,  Personal 
Consecration  to  Christ  being  the  theme.  It  seemed  as  if  every  one* 
in  the  audience  was  sensible  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Earnest  words,  were  spoken  with  subdued  voices,  and  fervent 
prayers  uttered.  Thus  closed  our  First  Annual  Convention.  It 
was  profitable  to  all  who  attended.  Love  and  perfect  harmony 
reigned  throughout  the  feast  and  we  feel  that  the  Lord  has  made, 
use  of  this  Convention  to  inspire  us  aU  to  work  anew  for  the  young 
men. 


THE  OHIO  CONVENTION 

AT  CINCINNATI. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  our  Association  in  Ohio  was 
called  to  order  by  President  H.  Thane  Miller,  on  the  morning  of 
Nov.  4th,  in  the  Fourth  Street  Baptist  church,  Cincinnati.  After 
a  stirring  address  by  Mr.  Miller,  a  permanent  organization  was 
effected  as  follows : 

President :  H.  Colby,  of  Mansfield. 

Tlot-PrttUmU:  J.  B.  Cheeyer,  Cincinnati ;  Colgate  Hort,  Cleveland;  B.  w. 
Steele,  Dayton. 

Secretariat :  H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati ;  Frederick  Tracey,  Mansfield. 

TYecuurer  :  W.  J.  Breed,  Cincinnati. 

State-  Executive  Commttut  I  H.  P.  Lloyd,  H.  Thane  Miller,  and  B.  S.  Fulton,  or 
Cincinnati ;  C.  E.  Bolton,  Cleveland ;  U.  O.  O.  Carey,  ZanesvUle ;  8.  W.  Hotchlclat, 
Colnmbns ;  Charles  Douglass,  Toledo. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Lloyd,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  State  Associa- 
tion read  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

From  forty-five  Associations  in  Ohio,  reports  had  been  received, 
stating  membership,  of  4,586,  and  total  expenses  f  31,850.  Twen- 
ty-one Associations  have  free  reading  rooms,  eleven,  Bible  classes, 
ten,  daily  prayer  meetings,  twenty-seven  are  engaged  In  active 
missionary  effort,  nineteen  have  libraries  aggregating  7,700  vol- 
umes valued  at  $8,200.  821  conversions  are  reported  'as  the  fruit 
of  the  year's  effort  in  our  societies. 

Twelve  Associations  had  been  dropped  from  the  roU  owing  to 
their  suspension.  The  treasury  shows  receipts  (065  18.  Expendi- 
tures only  $167,  with  a  consequent  balance  of  $798  18.  Putting 
these  last  two  facts  together,  the  committee  urged  the  necessity  of 
sending  through  the  State  a  tried,  competent  man  to  Visit,  advise 
with,  revive,  reinvigorate  and  found  Associations.     They  also 
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recommend  a  memorial  to  legislature  urging  the  allowance  to  con^ 
-ricts  of  a  larger  share  of  their  earnings  in  prison  that  they  might 
be  less  tempted  by  absolute  want  to  return  to  a  vicious  life. 

The  Association  Monthly  was  commended  to  our  members 
for  support  and  subscriptions.  All  these  recommendations  in  the 
report  having  been  cordially  endorsed  by  a  committee  appointed 
to  examine  them,  were  subsequently  endorsed  and  adopted  by  the 
Convention. 

A  noonday  meal  had  been  prepared  for  the  delegates  in  the 
Helodeon  Hall  by  the  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Association. 
A  bountiful  repast  was  spread  on  the  long  tables  which  extended 
the  entire  length  of  the  HaU.  At  noon,  500  ladies  and  gentlemen 
sat  down  to  this  banquet,  Mr.  Miller  presiding.  Seven  after  din- 
ner speeches  were  made,  and  the  Convention  reassembled  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock  to  find  the  platform  had  been,  In  their  absence, 
beautifully  decorated  with  flowers  by  the  ladies. 

The  remainder  of  this  and  the  next  day  were  devoted  to  practi- 
cal and  profitable  discussions.  The  enumeration  of  the  encourage- 
ments of  the  year  given  by  various  delegates  will  appear  under 
News  of  Associations.  On  the  topic  of  raising  funds,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Cheever  introduced  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  declaring  that 
the  best  means  of  raising  funds  is  to  present  the  purposes  and  wants 
of  the  Association  in  a  confident,  business  way — not  as  beggars, 
but  basing  the  claim  for  funds  on  the  results  of  the  work  already 
achieved.  The  temperance  debate  resulted  in  a  resolution  "ad- 
vising each  member  to  be.  heartily  engaged  in  opposition  to  in- 
temperance and  to  perform  persistently  all  kinds  of  Temperance 
work,  making  H,  under  the  guidance  of  God,  a  preliminary  step  to 
reach  the  great  end  for  which  we  are  organized — that  of  bringing 
the  souls  of  young  men  to  Christ." 

Mr.  E.  H.  Pendleton  gave,  on  Saturday,  an  interesting  account 
of  his  recent  observations  in  Scotland,  France,  Italy  and  Germany. 

One  hundred  copies  of  the  new  Association  Hymn  Book  were 
voted  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  in  the  Ohio  State  Penitentiary. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  that  there  were  present 
112  delegates  representing  23  Associations. 

How  to  Skcubs  a  Building  was  the  closing  topic  of  the  Con- 
vention Saturday  evening.  After  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  had  opened 
the  discussion,  Mr.  T.  M.  Irvine,  of  Cleveland,  closed  some  remarks 
by  stating  that  during  the  day  he  had  received  word  from  Cleve- 
land that  they  had  bought  an  Association  building  for  $20,000. 
It  was  an  o'.ject  for  which  they  had  long  prayed  and  labored.  Mr. 
C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  followed  in  some  earnest  practical  re- 
marks on  this  theme. 

At  this  juncture,  Mr.  Colgate  Hoyt,  of  Cleveland,  offered  $500 
for  a  building  in  Cincinnati.  This  occasioned  much  enthusiasm. 
Other  subscriptions  rapidly  followed,  as  we  describe  more  fully  in 
another  column ;  at  the  end  of  the  evening  the  Cincinnati  build- 
ing fond  amounted  to  about  $8,000.  The  Convention  then  ad- 
journed, "the  enthusiasm  of  the  evening,"  says  the  Cincinnati 
Gazette  "  having  been  almost  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  this  city." 

An  interesting  and  impressive  farewell  meeting  was  held  Sun- 
day evening. 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA  CONVENTION 


AT  BCBANTOK. 

The  delegates  assembled  in  the  Penn  Ave.  Baptist  church  on 
the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  November  8th.  After  being  called  to 
order  and  earnestly  addressed  by  the  President  of  last  year's  Con- 
vention, Bev.  H.  K.  Porter,  of  Pittsburgh,  the  following  permanent 
organisation  was  effected : 

PrmUent:  Peter  B.  Simmons,  of  Philadelphia. 

Vict-Praidenit :  Gen.  J.  A.  Beaver,  of  BeUefonte ;  Alfred  Hand,  of  Sermn  ton ;  D. 
E.  Small,  of  York. 

BtcntariM :  F.  A.  Denis,  of  Pittsburgh ;  E.  W.  Matthews,  of  Tldloute ;  Hues 
Pardee,  of  Carlisle;  and  F.J.French,  of  Brie. 

The  welcome  meeting  in  the  evening  at  Washington  Hall,  was 
addressed  by  Judge  Jones,  Rev.  P.  Erohn,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Boies  of 
Scranton,  the  latter  being  President  of  the  Association  in  that 


place.    Responses  were  made  by  Messrs.  Porter,  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
Simmons,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Gen.  J.  A.  Beaver,  of  BeUefonte. 

The  very  encouraging  annual  report  of  the  State  Executive 
Committee  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Thomas  K.  Cree,  of 
Pittsburgh,  on  Wednesday  morning.  When  the  last  Convention 
adjourned,  he  said,  there  were  28  Associations  in  the  State,  of  these 
two  have  disbanded  during  the  year,  but  forty  one  now  Associa- 
tions have  been  organized.  One  of  these,  that  at  Turtle  Creek, 
has  lately  dedicated  a  building  of  its  own.  "  But  the  reason  for 
congratulation  is  not  the  number  of  Associations  so  much  as  the 
manifest  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  activity  of  many  earnest 
Christian  workers,  who  have  been  trained  and  fitted  for  aggressive 
work  for  Christ,  and  the  large  number  of  conversions.  One  im- 
portant agency  in  achieving  all  these  results  has  been  "  The  Com- 
mittee of  Cooperation "  appointed  by  several  Associations  whose 
duty  and  effort  it  was  to  go  out  and  aid  in  organizing  Associations. 
This  committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  brethren  effected  the  past  year 
the  organization  of  17  new  Associations,  and  the  one  in  Erie  found- 
ed 8  new  Associations.  This  method  of  work  is  cordially  recom- 
mended to  all  the  brethren. 

"  In  the  Association  Monthly,  the  committee  recognise  a  peri- 
odical of  zeal,  worth,  and  great  value  in  our  work,  and  urge  our 
Associations  to  use  every  effort  to  increase  its  circulation.'' 

We  give  in  another  column  all  the  recommendations,  embodied 
in  this  valuable  report 

The  discussions  of  the  Convention  were  very  practical.  The 
importance  of  a  building  for  each  Association  and  of  early  ef- 
forts to  secure  it  as  a  means  of  usefulness,  the  necessity  of  careful 
business  management  in  all  the  finances  of  our  societies,  the  na- 
ture of  the  work  in  smaller  towns,  and  the  relation  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  the  church,  were  all  profitably  discussed.  Of  the  remarks, 
on  the  last  named  topic,  we  hope  to  give  a  fuller  report  at  another 
time.  The  amusement  question  occasioned  lively  debate,  and  the 
convention  favored  the  discontinuance  of  all  games  at  the  rooms  of 
our  Associations. 

The  following  State  Executive  Committee  was  appointed  with 
the  request  that  they  meet  quarterly : 

Thomas  K.  Cree,  of.  Pittsburgh,  Chairman ;  N.  F.  Evans,  Phila- 
delphia; Gen.  J.  A.  Beaver,  BeUefonte;  C.  C.  Shirk, Erie;  H.  M. 
Boies,  Scranton;  Jas.  McCormick,  Harrisbnrg;  and  T.  H.  Babe, 
Pittsburgh. 

A  resolution  was  passed  expressing  "the  gratitude  of  the  Con- 
vention to  Mr.  Cree  and  his  efficient  co-laborers  for  their  self-deny- 
ing and  successful  efforts  in  the  good  cause." 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Executive  Committee  the  ensuing  year 
$1,180  were  very  speedily  contributed  by  the  different  Associations 
represented.  ■ 

Over  103  delegates  from  about  40  Associations  constituted  the 
Convention.  Mr.  Cephas  Brainard,  of  New  York,  carried  to  the 
brethren,  the  greet'ng  of  the  General  Executive  Committee  in  that 
city.  Mr.  J.  C.  Havemeyer  of  New  York  was  also  present  and  was 
invited  to  sit  as  a  corresponding  member. 

The  prayer  meetings  of  the  Convention  were  peculiarly  tender 
and  solemn.  At  one  of  these  three  rose  for  prayer  and  Christian 
hearts  were  deeply  impressed  with  a  new  joy  and  earnestness  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  This  work  has  been  continued  with  good 
results,  and  we  rejoice  to  report  a  revival  in  Scranton. 

Some  of  the  dens  and  saloons  of  Scranton  were  visited  on  Wed- 
nesday night  by  the  devoted  City  Missionary  of  that  place,  Mr.  W. 
D.  Mosman  in  company  with  several  delegates.  They  wore  kind- 
ly received,  and  a  good  work  was  begun  which  we  hope  will  be 
carried  on  under  God's  blessing. 

The  farewell  meeting  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church  was  large- 
ly attended.  Impressive  addresses  were  made  by  Messrs.  T.  K. 
Cree,  of  Pittsburgh ;  Alfred  Hand,  M.  L.  Jones,  and  H.  M.  Boies,  of 
Scranton,  Jas.  McCormick,  of  Harrisbnrg,  and  Cephas  Brainard,  of 
New  York,  Rev.  Messrs.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  and  W.  B.  Cullia,  of 
Philadelphia.  The  President,  Mr.  Simmons,  made  an  earnest  and 
solemn  closing  address.    The  next  Convention  is  to  meet  in  Erie. 
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QUESTION    DRAWEE. 

Wo  will  gladly  receive  for  this  department  questions  on  subjects  connected  with 
the  work  of  oar  Association* ;  careful  attention  will  be  given  to  replica. 


I  am  prcsidont  of  an  Association  of  about  two  hundred  members, 
We  do  almost  nothing  beyond  reading  the  books  and  papers  in 
oar  rooms,  and  attending  oar  monthly  meetings,  which  are  but 
little  more  than  mere  social  gatherings.  How  can  our  Association 
be  brought  into  a  working  condition  t 

Answer  by  Verranus  Morse,  M.  D. — Establish  a  daily  prayer- 
meeting,  that  your  members  may  meet  every  day  to  ask  God's- 
guidance  and  learn  to  put  their  dependence  on  Him.  Organize  a 
Bible  class,  that  they  may  meet  every  week  to  study  God's  Word 
and  learn  their  duty  to  Him,  to  themselves  and  to  their  fellow  men. 
Induce  every  member,  if  possible,  to  subscribe  for  the  Association 
Monthly,  that  all  may  know  what  other  Associations  are  doing, 
and  how  they  sire  doing  it,  and  have  an  essay  every  month  by  one 
of  your  members  on  some  practical  question,  such  as  "  What  re- 
ligious work  should  our  Association  engage' in  V  or  "  What  is  the 
duty  of  our  Association  to  the  unconverted  young  men  in  our  town?" 
that  your  members  may  learn  that  there  is  work  in  their  own  town 
to  be  done  which  it  is  their  duty  to  do. 

Question. — Is  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  necessary, 
if  its  chief  purpose  is  the  conversion  of  young  men  t  Does  not  tlie 
Church  cover  the  same  ground  t 

Answer. — The  church  strives  to  cover  the  same  ground,  and  the 
Association  is  one  of  the  means  it  uses  to  enable  it  to  do  so,  as 
effectually  as  possible. 

To  accomplish  its  great  work,  the  church  makes  use  of  various 
agents  such  as  the  pulpit,  the  religious  press,  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  the  Sunday  school. 

QUESTIONS  ANSWERED  AT  THE  CONVENTION. 

Q. — Why  do  Associations  often  fail  to  succeed  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody,  One  reason,  that  applies  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases,  is  that  young  men  act  on  a  wrong  idea  in  financially 
sustaining  the  work.  Knowing  of  the  pleasant  rooms  in  other 
places  they  secure  expensive  apartments  and*  get  into  debt.  They 
hope  future  interest  in  the  cause  will  enable  them  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense. But  they  find  it  specially  hard  to  raise  money  to  sink  a 
debt.  "  Pay  as  you  go,"  is  a  maxim  that  John  Randolph  thought 
worthy  to  be  called  the  philosopher's  stone.  It  is  certainly  an  ad 
mirable  rule  for  all  Associations  to  adopt  and  tenaciously  hold  from 
the  beginning  of  their  existence. 

Q.—Is  there  any  objection  to  dancing  by  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion if  well  conducted  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  It  doesn't  do  much  good  to  talk  a  great 
deal  about  it  We  should  plant  the  truth  sometimes  instead  of 
trying  to  uproot  error.  Bring  the  heart  to  dedicate  itself  to  Christ 
and  to  personal  love  and  effort  for  the  perishing  and  in  this  way 
one  gets  ready  to  decide  this  and  all  similar  questions. 

Q. — Does  not  going  into  tlte  vestry  for  sodables  lessen  respect  for 
the  house  of  God  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  Not  in  the  least.  Christians  should  go 
to  aach  gatherings  with  a  spiritual  purpose,  to  save  souls.  What 
place  can  be  too  sacred  for  this  most  sacred  work  ?  This  question 
called  forth  another  allied  to  it,  viz. : 

Q.—Is  the  Church  a  more  sacred  place  titan  the  Christian  home 
and  the  family  altar  t 

Answer. — No.  The  Christian  home  and  family  should  be  set 
apart  by  Christian  parents  and  dedicated  to  the  love  and  service  of 
Christ  as  sacredly  as  any  church  can  be.  If  sociables  can  be  con- 
genial with  the  atmosphere  of  a  Christian  home,  they  arc  certainly 
allowable  iu  the  Christian  church,  as  far  as  the  sanctity  of  the  edi- 
fice is  concerned. 

Q. — How  can  our  Associations  in  small  towns  secure  good  lectures? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody.  High  priced  lectures  are  getting  each 
year  mote  and  more  out  of  date.  Better  got  up  a  course  of  free 
lectures  on  practical  and  business  themes  and  made  by  home  talent. 


Snriutute  fram  tjjt  $mt|tr  jEfiwttng. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  oar  Committee,  Iron  secretaries  and  other  ofll- 
cere  of  the  Associations  and  from  all  Interested  in  oar  daily  or  weakly  prayer- 
meetlngs  we  will  welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or 
narrated  in  any  of  these  meetings. 

Won  by  Christian  Kindness  and  Sympathy.    One 

way  of  showing  that  we  are  Christians  is  by  our  treatment  of  the 
poor  outcast  who  often  needs  sympathy  and  kindness  more  than 
money,  and  who  ought  never  to  be  turned  aside.  One  spoke 
of  an  incident  which  had  come  under  his  notice  but  a  day  or  two 
before.  A  poor  wretch  had  been  thrust  out  of  a  saloon  into  the 
rain.  A  well  known  clergyman  happened  to  becoming  along, 
who  took  the  poor  fellow  under  his  umbrella  and  assisted  him  on 
bis  way,  the  man  being  too  intoxicated  to  help  himself.  The 
speaker  thought  it  an  unusually  generous  Christian  act. 

Kindness  of  this  sort,  too,  is  an  effective  agent  in  making  men 
Christians,  A  touching  incident  was  told,  having  reference  to  Mr 
Moody,  who  was  absent  at  the  time  on  his  late  Eastern  tour.  An 
acquaintance  found  a  man  in  need  and  took  him  to  Mr.  Moody  at 
the  rooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  to  see  if  something  could  not  be  done 
for  him.  Having  learned  that  he  was  from  Joliet,  just  oat  of 
prison,  and  that  he  was  very  despondent  about  himself  and  the 
prospect  of  living  again  in  the  esteem  of  any  one,  Mr.  Moody 
greeted  him  very  cordially,  invited  him  to  his  house,  introduced 
him  to  his  wife  as  a  friend,  and  to  his  little  girl,  who  came  np  and 
kissed  him.  Such  treatment  the  man  had  never  before  received. 
It  broke  him  down  completely.  He  became  a  Christian  and  in  a 
few  weeks  will  be  ordained  to  preach  the  gospel. 

[Dally  T.  M.  C.  A.  Prayer-meeting,  Chicago,  reported  In  the  Atfaoftcsj 

Saved  from,  Romish  Error.  A  young  man  at  our 
noon-day  prayer  meeting  yesterday  reported  that  for  some 
years  he  had  been  a  firm  believer  in  and  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church.  Having  entered  a  monastery  about. 
18  months  since  to  prepare  for  the  priesthood,  he  found  there  so 
much  that  was  contrary  to  his  ideas  of  a  Christian  life  and  so 
little  that  satisfied  the  yearning  that  he  had  after  the  peace  of 
mind  which  Christians  often  spoke  of,  that  he  was  led  to  earnest 
and  honest  prayer  and  soon  found  the  Saviour,  and  now  he  is 
preaching  Jesus  as  the  only  Saviour  and  the  one  who  alone  can 
forgive  sins.  All  this  he  attributes  to  the  timely  remembrance  of 
the  early  teachings  of  a  praying  mother.  Months  ago  he  laid  sick 
in  Washington  at  the  Naval  hospital.  Here  our  young  men  visit- 
ed him  and  this  visit  did  him  great  good  in  reminding  him  of  his 
Christian  home  and  its  pure  influences.  In  this  way  they  were 
owned  of  God  as  the  means  of  his  conversion. 

[Koon  Prayer  Meeting,  Washington,  D.  C.) 

A  Scoffer  Won  to  Christ.  At  one  of  our  Saturday  even- 
ing meetings  some  young  men  came  in  and  appeared  somewhat 
interested.  Very  soon,  however,  they  passed  oat  and  stopping  on 
the  stairs  they  talked  so  loudly  that  they  disturbed  the  meeting. 
A  brother  went  out  and  spoke  to  them.  On  receiving  angry  re- 
plies from  one  of  them  he  was  not  rebuffed,  but  sitting  down  on 
the  stairs  talked  affectionately  and  earnestly  with  him.  He  was 
won  to  give  attention,  but  when  invited  and  urged  to  come  up 
stairs  to  the  meeting  refused.  About  half  an  hour  after  the  meet- 
ing had  closed  he  came  bock  bringing  two  companions  and  said, 

I  can't  go  home— do  pray  for  me."  The  brothers  knelt  down 
and  prayed  for  him,  and  he  really  trembled  under  the  power  of 
God.  He  prayed  for  himself.  He  is  still  with  us  at  our  meetings, 
though  three  months  have  passed  since  this  event. 

(T.  M.  C.  A.,  New  Haven,  Ct.) 

The  Pribonebs  praying  fob  Him.  A  brother  connected  with 
the  jail  mission,  said,  as  he  entered  the  jail  one  day,  he  heard  the 
voice  of  prayer.  As  he  drew  near  the  large  iron  door,  slightly  ajar, 
he  found  several  of  the  convicts  on  their  knees  before  the  throne 
of  grace.  He  listened  with  pleasure  to  their  earnest  petitions  for 
different  objects,  but  when  he  heard  their  supplications  in  his  be- 
half, his  heart  was  filled  with  gratitude  to  God  for  the  work  He 
has  wrought.  "  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing,  for  in  due  sea. 
son  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not." 

Semi-weekly  Prayer  meeting,  y.  M.  C.  A„  Portland.  Ma. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

tr  For  this  department  we  Mk  contributions  from  tbe  brethren  in  all  onr  As- 
sociations. Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come.-— 

1,  Sew  features  in  the  work. 

S,  News  of  Conventions. 

t,  Interesting  Incidents. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

C,  Communities  awakened. 

*,  Notices  or  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7,  In  whatdeperttnoats  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  hare  been  achieved. 

t  ^-Communications  for  any  Number  should  reach  onr  ofBce  before  the  middle 
of  tan  month  preceding  that  in  which  suoh  number  appears . 


AT  HOME. 
ACTIVITY  IN  MAINE, 

From  the  interesting  reports  of  Associations  presented  at  the 
Convention  in  Augusta  Me.,  last  month  we  take  the  fo  lowing : 

Vigorous  Work  in  Winthrop.  The  Association  in  this 
place  was  established  in  1867 ;  28  men,  26  women  admitted  to 
active  membership.  Weekly  prayer  meetings  ore  held.  New 
rooms  were  dedicated  in  February  last.  Meetings  have  been  fre- 
quently holden  in  the  Town  Hall ;  prayer  meetings  are  well  sus- 
tained in  eight  or  nine  different  localities ;  24  hopeful  conversions 
have  taken  place ;  reading  room  and  small  library  have  been  pro- 
vided by  the  ladies.  Several  delegates  testified  to  the  efficiency 
of  this  Association,  one  declaring  that  in  proportion  to  its  size  it 
was  accomplishing  more  than  any  other  sister  society  in  the  State. 

Idbrarj/4  and  Mission  Schools  in  Auburn.  Auburn, 
It  was  said,  had  a  live  Association  with  60  active  members,  78  as- 
sociates, and  70  lady  members.  It  holds  two  weekly  meetings  at 
the  rooms.  Library  consists  of  1400  volumes,  well  patronized  be- 
ing the  only  library  in  the  city.  Eight  mission  schools  are  sus- 
tained in  the  outskirts.  No  child  is  compelled  to  travel  over  two 
miles  to  reach  any  school.  In  the  city  there  are  2000  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  four  and  twenty -ono :  only  about  800  attend 
Sunday  Schools.  Between  300  and  400  are  gathered  into  the  mis- 
sion schools. 


Effective  Work  in  Lewiston.  To  the  Association  in  this 
place  belong  150  active  and  59  associate  members.  The  active  la- 
bors were  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  sustained  in  the  different 
corporations ;  Sunday  and  week  day  meetings  at  roomB ;  mission 
schools  at  rooms  and  in  five  neighboring  districts.  Striking  illus- 
trations wore  given  of  the  evidences  of  good  seed  sown  among  the 
shifting  population  of  the  city.  A  city  missionary  is  constantly 
employed.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  of  the  place 
are  connected  with  the  Association. 


The  Work  in  Bath  embraces  two  weekly  meetings  sus- 
tained through  the  year  and  one  Sunday  school  out  of  the  immedi- 
ate precincts  of  the  dty.  The  open  air  services  in  the  park  daring 
the  summer  had  been  largely  attended  by  those  who  did  not  go  to 
the  churches.  A  special  committee  on  each  Sabbath  morning  dis- 
tributed tracts  among  the  seamen  in  the  harbor 


The  Biddeford  Association  was  organized  four  years  ago, 
through  the  influence  of  a  meeting  of  the  State  Convention.  There 
is  a  good  feeling  among  the  members ;  Sunday  evening  meetings 
are  crowded.  It  has  03  active  members.  In  the  prayer  meetings 
there  is  a  deep  and  earnest  interest. 

In  Gardner  sixty  members  active  and  associate  hold  two 
weekly  meetings  at  rooms,  and  four  prayer  meetings  and  Sunday 
schools  in  the  neighborhood. 

Preparatory  Prayer  Meetings  are  held  by  the  brethren 
in  Rutland,  Mass.,  before  they  go  out  on  their  mission  work.  This 
plan  of  seeking  aid  where  alone  it  is  to  be  found  and  where  we 
realize  most  keenly  our  own  insufficiency  has  been  blessed  to  the 
brethren  and  a  deep  spiritual  interest  pervades  all  meetings  and 
labors, 


New  Associations  in  Pennsylvania.  New  life  and  en- 
ergy seems  to  have  taken  possession  of  all  the  Associations  in  Penn- 
sylvania and  they  give  promise  of  a  good  winter's  woik.  There 
have  been  organized  during  the  year  about  fifty  new  Associations. 
During  the  past  two  months  an  organization  has  been  effected  in 
Meadville,  a  large  and  flourishing  city,  which  gives  promise  of  a 
good  work.  An  organization  was  effected  in  Greenville.  Mercer 
Co.,  Oct.  17,  Rev.  J.  E.  Wright  presiding.  This  is  a  flourishing 
town  rapidly  growing  in  importance  and  presents  a  large  field  for 
Association  work.  Two  meetings  have  been  held  and  an  organ- 
ization effected  at  Mill  Creek,  Erie  Co.,  Mr.  C.  C.  Shirk  of  Erie,  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  present  and  assisted  them 
in  organizing.  A  T.  M.  C.  A.  was  organized  a  few  days  ago  in 
Kingston.  An  Association  has  also  been  organized  at  Brandy  wine 
Manor,  Chester  Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  Latimer,  President  Shrewsbury  As- 
sociation reports  an  organization  probable  near  them  in  York 
County. 


Festival  in  Clielsea,  Mass.  Tho  Association  of  this  place, 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  26th,  held  a  festival  in  their  new  building 
or  chapel  cor.  Chelsea  and  Highland  Streets.  The  evening  gath- 
ering filled  the  house — a  large  frame  building,  painted  on  the  out- 
side but  bare  and  un plastered  within.  The  object  of  the  festival 
was  to  raise  funds  in  aid  of  the  necessary  plaster  and  paint.  A 
very  pleasant  social  feeling  pervaded  the  assembly  and  when  tho 
question  was  mooted  by  the  chairman  as  to  the  best  method  of 
raising  funds  sufficient  to  put  the  building  in  good  order — say 
700  to  $  1000,  Ex-Mayor  Fiost  proposed  that  it  might  be  done  by  a 
subscription  on  the  spot,  and  he  headed  the  list  with  $100 ;  tho 
second  place  on  the  list  was  filled  with  $50  from  Mr.  Whittlesey, 
other  fifties  following,  with  $25  from  Mrs.  John  H.  Osgood,  smaller 
sums  following.    There  was  thus  raised  in  a  short  time  $044,70. 

This  is  nearly  enough  to  finish  the  house,  only  about  $100  more 
is  wanted.  Much  credit  is  due  the  lady  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion, who  were  earnest  and  cheerful  workers  for  the  success  of  the 
festival. 

This  chapel,  capable  of  accommodating  800  persons  has  been 
lately  erected  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Chelsea  for  the  prosperous 
mission  Sunday  school  which  they  have  been  carrying-on  with  ex- 
traordinary success  for  the  last  six  months. 


The  Association  in  Michigan  University.  Founded 
twelve  years  ago,  this  Association  continues  in  full  vigor  and  pros- 
perity. An  article  in  the  last  number  of  "  The  Chronielt,"  tho 
paper  of  the  University  defending  the  Christian  character  of  tho 
institution  says :  "  There  is  a  large,  and  generally  very  regular, 
attendance  at  all  the  churches.  Chapel  exercises  are  almost  always 
attended  by  the  entire  department.  But  the  student's  Christian 
Association  is  the  best  testimony  to  a  healthy  Christian  influence 
among  us.  It  is  full  of  life  and  good  purpose.  Than  its  meetings 
there  can  be  no  better  example  of  Christian  Union.  In  an  institu- 
tion wholly  unsectarian  has  sprung  up  this  association  of  Chris 
tians.  The  love  of  the  Saviour  is  the  bond  which  has  bound  them 
together.  Scores  of  young  men  have  testified  to  the  value  of  the 
Association  in  aiding  them  to  perform  their  duties  as  Christians  in 
the  various  trials  of  college  life.  Our  "  college  church,"  as  the 
Association  has  been  named,  has  thus  been  of  positive  value  to  tho 
University  in  exerting  a  powerful  influence  to  destroy  the  reproach 
of  infidelity  so  often  cast  upon  us." 

A  private  letter  from  Ann  Harbor  says:  "we  are  grieved  to 
chronicle  the  loss  to  oar  Association  of  its  friend  and  founder. 
Prof.  A.  K.  Spenco,  who  has  been  lately  appointed  President  of 
Fiske  College  Nashville,  Tenn." 


In  Spencer,  Mass.,  six  district  Sunday  schools  wcro  sus- 
tained by  the  Association  during  the  last  summer. 
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Advice  Worth  Heeding.  How  to  Extend  the  Work 
and  Increase  our  Efficiency.  The -work  in  Pennsylvania 
has  been  poshed  the  past  year  with  unexampled  success  and  rapid- 
ity. Forty-one  new  Associations  have  been  formed  daring  this 
period.  Mr.  Thomas  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg,  and  Chairman  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  has  been  most  active  in  the  work. 
Words  of  counsel  coming  from  him  and  the  Executive  Committee 
and  growing  out  of  this  fruitful  experience  are  specially  valua- 
ble. The  following  recommendations  of  the  Committee  embodied 
in  their  Annual  Beport  read  by  Mr.  Cree  at  the  late  Pennsylvania 
Convention  will  be  read  with  interest : 

"  With  a  view  of  greatly  enlarging  our  work,  your  committee 
have  asked  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  co-operation  in  every 
Association  in  the  State.  Many  such  committees  have  been  ap- 
pointed, and  instructions  have  been  given  them  as  to  the  most 
efficient  means  of  carrying  on  this  work.  The  committee  of  the 
Association  of  Pittsburg  has  affected  the  organization  of  17  new 
Associations,  the  one  at  Erie  eight  and  others  a  smaller  number. 

We  would  call  attention  to  the  three  Associations  that  own 
buildings  viz:  Philadelphia,  Bethlehem  and  Turtle  Creek,  and 
would  urge  every  Association  when  it  is  at  all  practicable,  to  se- 
cure a  building  andinsure  the  permanency  of  their  work. 

We  would  urge  on  every  Association  to  at  once  place  their  finan- 
ces on  a  good  business  basis — if  in  debt,  at  once  raise  the  money  to 
liquidate  it.  Above  all  during  the  first  month  of  each  associate 
year  secure  enough  money  or  pledges  to  carry  the  Society  through 
the  year. 

We  would  recommend  an  earnest  effort  for  a  good  monthly  busi- 
ness meeting,  thus  securing  the  interest  of  the  members  and  the 
public  in  the  Association  work,  and  would  advise  Associations 
whose  business  meetings  are  other  than  monthly  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  changing  them. 

Would  recommend  a  course  of  sermons  during  the  winter,  and 
when  practicable,  a  course  of  lectures,  particularly  a  course  of  free 
lectures  extending  through  the  winter. 

We  would  recommend  a  more  emphatic  endorsement  of  the  ex- 
pression of  our  Williamsport  convention  as  to  the  test  of  active 
membership,  for  experience  has  demonstrated  the  impossibility  of 
a  permanent  work  for  Christ  in  our  Associations  if  based  on  any 
other  standard  than  a  profession  of  Evangelical  Christianity. 
During  this  year  one  Association  organized  on  the  morality  basis 
of  active  membership,  and  failed  from  this  cause  alone.  Another, 
organized  under  otherwise  most  favorable  auspices,  has  accomplish- 
ed nothing,  two  that  have  been  specially  inactive  have  had  this 
test. 

We  recognize  in  the  Association  Monthly  a  periodical  of  real 
worth  and  of  great  value  in  our  Association  work.  It  has  a  claim 
on  our  support  and  we  urge  our  Associations  to  at  once  use 
every  effort  to  increase  its  circulation. 


The  Tear's  Work  in  Bridgeport,  Conn.  At  the  late 
annual  meeting  of  the  Association  in  this  city,  held  Oct.  7th,  the 
President,  Dabney  Carr,  Esq.,  read  a  very  interesting  report,  from 
which  we  take  the  following : 

"  This  Association  was  organized  March  16, 1866.  The  main 
object  of  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  is  to  save  souls,  by  leading  them  to 
our  Lord  and  Master.  The  providing  of  rooms,  papers  and  peri- 
odicals, etc.,  are  only  so  many  adjuncts  to  this  great  work.  Re- 
sults in  this  work  are  always  achieved  by  unremitting  personal 
effort.  Too  few  are  willing  to  devote  their  time  to  this.  Brethren, 
let  us  examine  closely  into  our  excuses  and  see  how  many  will  bear 
the  test  of  going  to  God  with  them  t 

The  Association  has  sustained  the  past  year,  including  the  daily 
noon  prayer  meeting,  the  regular  Saturday  night  meeting,  three 
meetings  per  week  of  the  Olivet  Mission — in  all  ten  meetings  per 


week.  Our  members  have,  to  a  great  extent,  supported  the  Good 
Templar  prayer  meeting  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  jail  meeting  on 
Sunday  noon,  and  the  neighborhood  prayer  meeting  held  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  city.  God  has  apparently  blessed  the  Olivet 
mission  meeting  more  than  the  others.  This  meeting  has  now 
passed  from  our  control,  and  a  church  will  doubtless  be  the  result. 
At  a  weekly  meeting  supported  to  some  extent  by  our  members, 
over  twenty  conversions  were  reported.  In  carefully  looking  over 
the  results  of  the  different  meetings,  we  can  claim,  safely  I  think, 
fifty  conversions  since  the  organization  of  the  Association.  .For 
these  we  praise  God  giving  Him  all  the  glory.  Experience  shows 
that  the  success  of  the  Association  depends  on  the  interest  taken 
in  it  by  its  officers  and  the  members  of  the  different  committees. 
No  person  should  be  pnt  on  any  of  the  committees,  except  those 
who  are  willing  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  such  committees. 

Our  room  is  pleasantly  furnished,  and  fairly  supplied  with  pa- 
pers and  magazines.  The  attendance  especially  in  the  evenings 
has  increased,  but  the  rooms  ore  situated  too  high  up,  and  are  not 
easy  of  access.  An  effort  should  be  made  by  the  Association  to  get  a 
building  of  their  own. 

The  Secretary's  report  states :  •*  We  have  elected  to  membership 
during  the  year  58  persons,  nearly  all  members  of  Evangelical 
churches.  During  the  past  three  years  we  have  elected  to  mem- 
bership, 313.  The  evening  attendance  at  the  reading  room  is  stead- 
ily on  the  increase  and  the  majority  are  those  for  whom  the  room 
is  designed. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  were  $453,03,  and  the  receipts  $541,31. 

Mr.  Dabney  Carr  was  re-elected  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 


The  Annual  Meeting  in  Plain/1 eld,  If.  <J.,  of  the 

Young  men's  Christian  Association  was  held  in  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian Church  the  evening  of  November  15th.  The  building 
was  crowded.    The  choral  union  discoursed  excellent  music 

The  President,  A.F.  Campbell,  stated  that  the  membership  of  the 
Association  was  122.  Of  this  85  were  active  members.  A  weekly 
union  prayer  meeting  was  well  sustained  by  the  Association.  A 
feeble  mission  Sunday  school  undertaken  some  time  ago  and  in- 
vigorated by  the  Association  had  now  become  a  chapel  and  a 
church.  An  interesting  district  meeting  was  sustained  at  Mt. 
Pleasant.  A  library  of  650  volumes  has. been  collected  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Association.  The  financial  statement  was  much  more 
encouraging  than  that  of  last  year  which  reported  a  debt  of  $650. 
This  year  it  was  reduced  to  $250.  Mr.  Campbell  at  the  same  time 
called  attention  to  the  tickets  for  the  course  of  lectures  arranged 
for  by  the  Association,  and  askingfor  purchasers ;  about  $400  worth 
of  these  tickets  were  taken  by  persons  in  the  audience.  There  is 
every  prospect,  therefore,  that  the  debt  will  be  speedily  liquidated. 
The  expenses  of  the  year  amounted  to  $1,000. 

After  the  report,  on  interesting  address  was  delivered  in  warm 
advocacy  of  the  Association  by  Rev.  E.  M.  Rodman,  rector  of  Grace 
Church  in  PloinfieM.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wm.  .E  Dodge,  Jr., 
of  New  York,  a  few  remaiks  upon  the  nature  and  methods  of  our 
work  were  made  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Morse,  Editor  of  the  Association 
Monthly. 


A  New  Association  in  W.  Virginia.  Mr.  Alvaro  F 
Gibbens,  corresponding  member  for  W,  Virginia,  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  writes : 

"The  cause  of  Associations  is  looking  up  in  our  State,  and  I 
think  if  we  were  able  to  send  out  a  missionary  occasionally  through 
portions  of  the  State  several  Associations  could  be  started,  and 
much  good  accomplished.  I  wish  to  know  if  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee could  furnish  some  funds  for  this  purpose,  for  all  our  Asso 
ciations  ore  poor. 

"  An  Association  has  been  started  at  Maiden,  six  miles  above  this 
place,  which  bids  fair  to  grow  and  do  good." 
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Mews  of  Associations. 


BBITISH  PROVINCES. 
A  Pleasant  Anniversary  and  Clteering  Report.  One 

of  the  most  active  and  vigorous  of  oar  Associations  in  the  British 
Provinces  is  the  one  at  St.  Catharines,  Canada.  On  occasion  of  the 
recent  second  anniversary  of  the  society  a  very  successful  entertain- 
ment was  given  at  the  Town  Hall  of  the  place.  A  bountiful  repast, 
agreeable  music  and  appropriate  addresses  by  Mr.  Wm.  J.  McCalla, 
the  President,  and  by  Bev.  Wm.  Stewart,  of  Toronto,  and  Messrs- 
G.  H.  Bridgman,  J.  Brock,  C.  Walker,  B.  Norton,  made  the  even- 
ing a  very  delighifol  one. 

The  excellent  and  interesting  report  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Wm. 
D.  Balfour  was  attentively  listened  to.  We  note  the  following 
facts ; 

The  roll  of  the  Association  contains  the  names  of  57  active,  24  as- 
sociate and  7  honorary  members  who  are  connected  with  the  fol- 
lowing Evangelical  denominations :  Canada  Presbyterial,  22 ; 
Wesleyan  Methodist,  21 ;  First  Presbyterian,  20 ,  Baptist,  17 ', 
Episcopal,  8 ;  total,  88. 

"  At  oar  Tuesday  evening  meeting,  held  46  times  during  the 
year,  the  average  attendance  has  been  eighteen.  The  Sunday 
morning  and  Friday  evening  prayer  meetings  have  also  been  en- 
couragingly sustained."  Two  mission  Sunday  Schools  have  been 
started.  Readings  and  Essays  have  enlivened  many  evenings  at 
the  rooms.  Attendance  at  the  reading  room  has  been  steadily  in- 
creasing. Visitation  of  the  sick  and  those  in  prison  has  been 
blessed ;  the  relief  of  the  poor  has  been  to  some  extent  provided  for. 
The  library  contains  as  yet  only  88  volumes. 

The  report  closes  with  the  following  appeal : 

The  receipts  of  the  year  have  been  $353.73  and  the  expenditures 
#316.25. 

One  thing  we  have  much  need  of— namely,  the  co-operation  of 
some  of  our  Christian  sisters,  who  are  so  much  better  adapted  than 
we,  to  a  part  of  the  work  we  are  engaged  in,  and  we  feel  persuad- 
ed that  we  have  only  to  mention  the  want  and  many  earnest  Chris- 
tian ladies  will  volunteer  the  needed  aid. 


The  work  in  Quebec,  Reorganisation  and  growth. 

A  correspondent  writes  from  Quebec :  "  Our  society  was  organized 
(or  more  properly  speaking,  reorganised)  in  January,  1870,  Henry 
Fas,  Esq.,  being  chosen  President,  and  consisted  then  of  50  mem- 
bers. It  was  at  first  found  difficult  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  city  clergy,  owing  to  a  fear  on  their  part  of  sectarian  difficulties 
similar  to  those  which  caused  the  collapse  of  a  formed  attempt  to 
carry  on  a  like  association.  As  however  our  society  showed  a 
determination  to  avoid  all  such  rocks,  and  established  itself  on  a 
thoroughly non  sectarian  platform, their  goodwill  was  secured  and 
public  confidence  gained  so  that  our  numbers  rapidly  increased, 
and  now  reach  the  respectable  figure  of  210 ;  of  these  16  are  clergy- 
men, and  rank  as  honorary  members. 
The  denominational  classification  of  the  members  is  as  follows : 
Church  of  England,  71 ;  church  of  Scotland  49 ;  Wesleyan 
Methodist,  85;  Canada  Presbyterian,  81;  Congregational  18: 
Baptist,  11,  all  the  above  denominations  being  equally  repre- 
sented on  the  Committee.  Among  our  labors  have  been  the  secur- 
ing fortnight  public  lectures  on  scientific  and  literary  subjects; 
and  the  holding  of  occasional  free  literary  readings,  and  of  weekly 
Bible-classes  conducted  by  a  lay  member.  The  Association  has 
also  comfortably  furnished  a  reading-room  with  all  the  leading 
magazines  and  newspapers  of  the  day.  This  is  well  frequented  by 
the  members  and  their  friends.  They  have  also  lately  secured  a 
serviceable  harmonium,  (the  result  of  special  contributions 
from  some  of  the  members)  which  is  hoped  will  prove  a  source  of 
attraction  to  their  meetings. 

Steps  have  benn  taken  to  form  a  library  for  which  several  dozen 
volumes  have  already  been  donated  by  kind  friends.  In  these  ways 
we  are  trying  to  influence  young  men  and  with  draw  them  from 
evil  influences.  Above  all,  we  desire  to  lead  them  to  the  foot  of  a 
Saviour's  cross  that  they  may  go  on  their  way  rejoicing  in  that 
love  which  redeemed  them  from  all  bondage  to  sin." 


ABROAD. 
Dundee  Annual  Report  and  Building  Fund.    The 

Annual  Report  of  the  Association  in  Dundee,  Scotland,  shows  a  year 
of  active  work.  With  384  members  they  have  a  reading  room 
and  library,  and  sustain  a  Sunday  morning  meeting,  a  meeting  for 
Bible  reading  each  Monday  evening,  a  literary  society,  classes  in 
French,  Phonography,  English  Literature, 'and  Music,  and  a  Nat- 
uralist Field  Club.  The  Lodging  House  and  Tract  Distribution 
Committees  are  active.  Twelve  public  secular,  and  fifteen  Sunday 
evening  lectures  have  been  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

A  movement  for  a  building  fund,  as  we  announced  some  months 
ago,  has  been  commenced,  £1,900  have  been  subscribed  and  £3,000 
are  needed.  The  Association  has  put  out  a  strong  printed  appeal 
for  aid  signed  by  eminent  clergymen.  They  feel  that  "  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  Association  depends  on  the  attainment  of  the  object 
in  hand,  and  setting  about  it  with  a  will,  they  seem  likely,  by 
God's  blessing,  to  succeed  in  their  wise  and  worthy  efforts. 

Vigilance  Committees  is  the  admirable  name  given  in  our 
English  Associations  to  the  active  working  members  who  are 
associated  to  enter  a  particular  field  of  effort.  The  appointment  of 
such  committees,  after  the  manner  of  those  common  among  us,  is 
a  comparatively  new  feature  of  Association  work  in  England.  At 
the  last  North  of  England  Convention,  of  which  we  gave  report 
last  month.  Dr.  Murray,  says  the  Quarterly  Messenger,  read  an 
excellent  paper  giving  an  account  of  the  recent  appointment  and 
work  of  five  vigilant  Committees  in  Stockton,  England.  The  meas- 
ure was  suggested  by  witnessing  the  happy  effect  of  a  similar 
method  in  Kendal,  England.  The  duties  of  each  of  the  five  com- 
mittees in  their  order  are  as  follows ; 

No.  1,  To  invite  all  commercial  young  men  to  the  Association. 

No.  2,  As  far  as  possible  to  lay  hold  of  a  young  man  in  the  first 
week  of  his  arrival  in  the  town  and  bring  him  to  the  rooms. 

No.  3,  To  report  all  Members  or  Associates  sick  to  the  visiting 
Committee. 

No.  4,  To  forward  the  general  interests  of  the  Association  as 
muoh  as  possible  in  his  particular  ward. 

Dr.  Murray  thus  enumerates  the  advantages  of  this  method : 
"  By  means  of  Viglance  Committees,  we  enlist  among  our  mem- 
bers a  larger  number  than  our  General  Committee  to  work  for  the 
Association.  They  are  at  the  same  time  younger  men,  earnest  for 
the  credit  of  the  Association,  if  not  fitted  by  age  or  experience  to 
lead  others  so  well  us  the  General  Committee.  The  younger  man, 
too  is  not  yet  hampered  over  much  with  business,  has  more  leisure 
than  he  will  have  later  on,  and  is  thus  in  many  cases  nioro  free  to 
take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  work. 

The  German  Association  in  London.  The  German 
branch  of  the  London  Association  has  just  revised  its  constitution 
which  we  find  printed  in  the  last  number  of  the  London  Quarterly 
Metnenger: 

The  object  of  the  branch  is  defined  to  be.  "The  promotion  of 
Christian  conduct  among  the  young  Germans  in  London,  especially 
among  young  merchants." 

The  Association  is  managed  by  the  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
Chairman,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  The  Committee  is  elected 
every  year  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  members,  and  enters 
on  the  1st  of  April. 

Every  quarter,  a  General  Meeting  is  held  to  discuss  and  vote 
upon  questions  of  interest  for  the  Association.  The  Association 
meets  once  a  week  for  the  study  of  the  Bible,  singing  and  prayer. 
Tne  chapters  are  read,  and  the  subjects  introduced  by  the  members 
in  turn. 

Any  one  who  has  attended  the  meetings  six  times,  and  wishes 
to  become  a  member,  must  write  to  the  Committee,  saying  that  he 
accepts  these  Statutes,  and  is  in  harmony  with  the  Christian  char- 
acter of  the  Association.  If  he  is  approved  of  by  the  Committee, 
he  must  be  elected  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  members. 

Members  causing  offence  by  a  disgraceful  and  unchristian 
conduct  will  receive  warning,  and  may  on  the  motion  of  the 
Committee  be  excluded  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers. 
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Coiitiinted  Interest  in  the  Work  of  the  Alliance. 

Though  the  grand  world's  conference  of  the  Alliance  appointed  to 
meet  in  this  city  last  September  was  postponed  on  account  of  the 
war  in  Europe,  a  new  interest  has  been  excited  in  the  work  of  this 
Evangelical  union  organization.  This  has  been  promoted  by  the 
visit  to  this  country  of  Rev.  James  Davis,  Secretary  of  the  British 
Branch  of  the  Alliance,  who  was  not  deterred  by  the  postponement 
of  the  conference  from  crossing  the  Atlantic.  After  attending  last 
September  in  New  Xork  an  informal  gathering  of  a  few  of  the  del- 
egates to  the  Conference  who,  like  himself,  were  able  to  be  present, 
he  visited  several  of  our  leading  cities,  where  he  was  cordially 
welcomed.  At  large  gatherings  he  explained  the  work  and  ser- 
vices to  the  cause  of  religious  liberty  rendered  by  the  Alliance. 
Mr.  Davis  returned  to  England  in  October.  The  extended  prepara- 
tions for  the  Conference  and  its  general  announcement  in  connec- 
tion with  the  visit  of  Mr.  Davis  and  other  delegates  conspired  to 
call  unusual  attention  to  the  Alliance  and'has  led  to  the  expression 
by  many  of  a  desire  to  give  more  prominence  and  efficiency  to  its 
work  in  this  country.  To  meet  this  desire  in  some  practical  waj 
steps  have  been  already  taken,  which  will  result,  we  trust,  in  giv- 
ing suitable  expression  to  the  new  interest  taken  in  this  important 
department  of  the  work  of  united  Evangelical  Christians. 


QMt  jforititf. 

The  Bible  in  Home.  Strange  it  is  that  in  a  few  weeks  after 
the  formal  declaration  of  Papal  infallibility  with  a  solemn  anathema 
against  all  who  withhold  dissent  from  the  blasphemous  dogma,  the 
Pope  should  find  himself  stripped  of  his  temporal  sovereignty,  and 
the  territory  over  which  he  ruled  thrown  open  to  the  long-excluded 
Bible.  As  soon  as  the  gates  of  the  Imperial  city  admitted  the 
Italian  troops,  the  work  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society 
commenced.  Mr.  Brace,  writing  under  date  September  22,  re- 
marks : 

"  At  last  the  Bible  is  in  Borne,  and  four,  if  not  six  of  our  colpor- 
teurs are  in  this  city.  Having  marched  with  the  soldiers  from 
beyond  the  frontier,  they  entered  with  a  portion  of  them  on  Tues- 
day, soon  after  a  oreach  had  been  made  in  the  walls  by  General 
Cadorna.  The  first  to  get  in — ami  he  was  determined  to  be  the 
first — was  Frandini,  who  was  exiled  in  1860,  and  who  was  keen  to 
see  his  parents  once  more,  and  to  carry  the  Bible  back  with  him  to 
his  native  city." 

Active  effort  was  suspended  for  a  time  till  the  plebiscite  or  vote 
of  the  people  placed  the  city  under  the  control  of  the  Italian 
government.  Now  full  liberty  is  enjoyed  and  the  good  work  will 
be  pushed  forward  with  all  the  despatch  possible. — Bible  Society 
Reporter 

The  Bible  Work  Among  the  Soldier*  of  the  German 
and  French  armies  is  assuming  vast  proportions.  215,000  copies 
of  portions  of  the  Bible  have  been  sold  and  46,000  had  been  given 
away  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  up  to  Nov.  1.  Of 
course  this  only  reaches  a  very  small  portion  of  the  needy  ones 
The  work,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  stop  with  the  coming  of  peace.  A 
plan  is  on  foot  to  present  to  every  widow  made  by  this  war  a  copy  of 
the  New  Testament.  Christians  should  see  to  it  that  this  glorious 
opportunity  for  sowing  in  the  deep  furrows  of  war  the  seed  of 
God's  truth  is  improved  to  the  utmost  by  the  churches. 

Tracts  for  the  German  Armies.  In  response  to  numer- 
ous appeals  from  Evangelical  laborers  in  Germany  the  American 
Tract  Society  has  granted  a  thousand  dollars  worth  of  German  and 
French  publications  such  as  were  issued  for  our  own  soldiers,  for 
distribution  among  the  soldiers  and  prisoners  of  Germany. 

By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Qustavus  Schwab,  they  are  transported 
to  Bremen  free  of  expense,  whence  they  are  shipped  direct  to  Bev. 
C.  Binbre,  Superintendent  of  Field  Colportage  and  other  mission- 
aries on  the  field  and  in  the  hospitals. 


LITEBARY  NOTES 


An  episode  of  the  Thirteenth  Cen- 
New  York,  Hard  &  Houghton.    I 


The  Children.s  Crusade. 

tury.    By  George  L.  Gray. 

Vol.  $1.75. 

Strange  and  incredible  as  any  tale  of  fiction  is  this  "unique 
chapter  in  history"  which  records  "  the  wildest  delusion  of  an  age 
of  delusions."  To  arouse,  Papal  Europe  to  a  new  interest  in  the 
crusades,  the  emissaries  of  Borne,  with  a  heartless  cruelty  at  the 
call  of  a  Pope  called  "  Innocent"  preached  this  children's  crusade. 
Thousands  flocked  to  the  standard  in  France  and  Germany.  In 
eight  short  months  came  the  bitter  end  so  natural  and  inevitable. 
"  Sixty  thousand  families  were  bereaved  in  the  mad  current  of  this 
delusion  and  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  children  were  carried 
away  to  hardships,  or  to  death.  Of  this  number  at  least  a  third 
never  saw  again  the  homes  whence  the  songs  and  banners  had 
lured  them.  They  died  by  the  banks  of  every  stream  and  on  every 
hillside  along  the  routes  of  the  three  armies ;  some  while  seeking 
the  distant  sea,  others  while  wearily  seeking  their  homes.  Others 
still  sailed  from  Pisa,  Brundisi  and  Marseilles  to  die  in  shipwreck 
and  in  slavery." 

This  strange  episode  in  the  history  of  the  crusades  has  been  by 
patient  study  and  investigation  rescued  from  the  oblivion  that 
threatened  it,  entangled  as  it  was,  in  the  pages  of  thirty  ancient 
unreadable  chronicles.  Out  of  this  unpromising  material,  the  au- 
thor with  a  genuine  enthusiam  in  his  work,  has  woven  a  narra- 
tive of  rare  power  and  interest.  A  valuable  contribution  to  our 
historical  knowledge,  it  is  also  written  in  a  style  that  will  make 
the  volume  as  popular  and  attractive  as  it  is  useful  and'instructive. 

The  Juno  Stories,  a  new  series  of  admirable  narratives  for 
children,  by  Jacob  Abbott,  are  now  completed,  the  last  two  vol- 
umes having  lately  appeared.  The  author  is  so  well  known  and 
deservedly  popular  as  a  writer  for  children  that  it  is  enough  to 
say  for  .these  stories  that  they  have  the  rare  charm  and  merit  of 
those  volumes  of  Mr.  Abbott  which  are  familiar  to  multitudes  of 
readers  old  and  young.  The  illuminated  bindings  of  these  brilliant 
looking  books  will  make  them  specially  attractive  for  the  holiday 
season.  Messrs  Dodd  ft  Mead  of  New  York  are  the  publishers  and 
the  price  of  each  volume  is  $1.20. 

Geoffrey  the  Lollard  is  the  title  of  an  instructive  and  in- 
teresting story  founded  on  the  history  of  the  Lollard  persecution  in 
England.  The  author  is  Frances  Eastwood.  The  book  is  publish- 
ed by  Dodd  ft  Mead  of  New  York.    Price  $1.25. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Baring  Gould,  B.   Christianity  (Appleton) $3  Oo 

Backer,  D.K.   Oar  Seren  Churches  (Ford) 1  M 

Bonar,  H.   Lester  Epistles  (Carter) 9  00 

Bryant,  W.  C     Song  of  the  Bower  (Appleton) IS 

Collin*,  MIm  J.     Nature'*  Aristocracy  (Lee  4k  Shepard) 1  M 

Dlokens,  C.   Child's  Dream  of  a  Star  (Field*,  O.  4k  Co.) S  SO 

Dlke.S.F.    Doctrine*  of  the  Lord  (H.  H.  4k  T.  W.  Carter) 75 

Epl*ode*ln  an  Obscure  Life  (Llpplncott) 1  S 

Purness,  W.  H.     Jesus  (Llpplncott) 1  So 

Goethe'* Fanat.    U  Designs  by  Konewka  (Roberta) 400 

Biblical Criticism  (H.  H.  4k  T.  W.  Carter 1  00 

Grosveraor,  W.  *f.     Doe*  Protection  Proteotf  (Appleton) t  SO 

Hall,  W.  W.     Coach*  and  Cold*  (Hard  4k  Houghton) 1st 

Help*,  A.  Busy*  (Robert*) ISO 

Beniel,  O.   Life  of  Gottscnnlk  (Dltaon) ISO 

Herbert,  G.    Poem*.    Illustrated  (Dntton) «  o0 

Hnnt.B.H.  Bible  Note*  for  Dally  Reader*  (Scrlbner) 700 

Huxley,  T.  H.     Lay  Sermons  (Appleton) 1  75 

Ingelow,  Jean.  Monition*  of  the  Unseen  (Robert*  Bro*.) ISO 
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STEAK  TO  AMD  FBOK  GLASGOW,   ' 

ALLING  AT 
MOVLLK,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
ERS, 
America,         Caledonia,     India, 
AngUa.  Colombia,       Iowa, 

Australia,      Baropa,  Ismalla, 

Britannia  Seandanavla 
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From  Pier  10,  North  Rlrer,  at  14  o'clock.  Noon. 

Rates  of  Passage  parable  In  Currency,  and  at  low  at 
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Passengers  are  alao  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Button  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Harre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac 

Excursion  Tickets  flood  for  12  Months. 
These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  in  the  ar- 
rangementa  to  give  satisfaction  to  alt  classes  or  passen- 
gers. 
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Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
ail  parts  of  Europe,  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  Mends,  or  otherwise. 


AT  LOWE8T  RATE*. 

For  farther  information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office,  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
New  Yobk,  January,  1850. 
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RICH  VIENNA  LEATHER  RAGS. 
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FIRST    ASSOCIATION    BUILDING    IN     NEW    JERSEY. 
ERECTED  AT  BEVERLY,  JULY-OCTOBER,  1870. 


A  little  more  than  two  years  ago,  in  October,  1868,  Mr.  A.  L. 
Kelly,  a  christian  gentleman  of  Beverly,  one  Sunday  afternoon 
as  he  passed  by  the  stores  at  the  Five  Points  in  that  town,  re- 
marked :  "  some  place  of  entertainment  ought  to  be  provided 
for  the  boys  and  young  men  who  on  evenings  and  tho  Lord's 
day  congregate  around  these  corners."  A  month  later  the 
speaker  was  chosen  president  of  the  newly  organized  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  of  Beverly,  and  last  month  he  wrote  to  us  as  follows  concern- 
ing the  building,  n  picture  of  which  wc  present  on  this  page. 


"Our  little  Ilall  is  a  work  of  love  and  faith.  Difficulties 
that  at  times  seemed  almost  insurmountable,  have  been  over- 
come by  Qod's  help.  Whenever  I  look  at  the  edifice,  it  seems 
like  a  miracle;  starting  as  we  did,  with  very  small  means,  we 
wore  impelled  by  an  irresistible  power  to  go  forward.  The 
iron  doors  of  apparent  difficulties  often  opened  before  us  as  we 
perseveringly  pushed  on  and  at  last  admitted  us  into  tho 
light  and  joy  of  success."  We  hold  Prayer  Meetings  every 
Sunday  afternoon  at  four  o'clock.     They  arc  so  crowded  that 
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some  go  away.  We  select  as  leaders,  as  many  as  we  can  among 
all  the  denominations,  so  as  to  bring  out  and  develop  the  idle 
spiritual  talent  in  the  church.  Last  Sunday,  the  leader  was  a 
young  man  who  never  before  acted  in  that  capacity,  yet  the 
meeting  was  very  solemn,  and  apparently  as  profitable  in  its 
results  as  though  led  by  an  old  veteran." 

The  story  of  their  success  is  a  simple  and  interesting  one. 
The  Association  was  organized  November  23d,  1868.  For  the 
two  following  winters,  the  brethren  received  from  Mr.  C.  Per- 
kins, rent  free,  for  the  winter,  the  large  dining  hall  of  his  sum- 
mer boarding  house.  It  was  well  furnished  as  a  reading  room. 
Here  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given,  and  evening 
classes  for  apprentice  boys  were  started  and  well  sustained. 
The  "  Beverly  Weekly  Visitor  "  started  this  winter  by  a  friend 
of  the  Association,  aided  the  cause.  It  is  from  an  excellent 
account  of  the  new  building  in  that  paper,  that  this  narrative 
is  derived. 

Being  obliged  to  vacate  their  room  in  tho  summer,  the  pro- 
ject of  securing  a  building  of  their  own  was  started.  A  good 
lot  was  selected,  and  during  last  winter  the  plans  were  arranged, 
and  a.  portion  of  the  necessary  funds  accumulated  by  contribu- 
tions and  public  lectures.  On  the  fourth  of  last  July,  the  cor- 
ner stone  was  laid  and  addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  M. 
Whitecar,  Rev.  L.  H.  Hofford,  Mr.  Peter  B.  Simons,  President 
of  the  Association  in  Philadelphia,  and  Air.  Joseph  Parker. 
At  that  time  $500  was  raised.  On  tho  first  of  October  the 
building  was  finished  and  has  since  been  dedicated. 

We  give  the  plan  of  the  interior  of  the  edifice. 
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"The  building"  says  tho  Beverly  Weekly  Visitor,  "mea- 
sures 40  feet  front,  by  38  deep.  It  has  one  story,  with  ceiling' 
16  feet  high.  It  is  planned  with  a  provision  for  future  enlarge- 
ment, which  can  be  cheaply  effected  by  adding  to  the  rear  of 
the  edifice.  The  main  hall  is  40  by  28  feet.  There  are  two 
rooms,  one  on  each  side  of  the  vestibule,  13  by  10  feet.  One  of 
these  rooms  is  nicely  fitted  up  with  chairs,  tables  and  carpet; 
the  shelves  contain  books  and  magazines,  ink,  pen  and  paper, 
free  to  all.  The  cost  of  the  lot,  building,  furniture,  &c.,  <&c, 
was  $3,800.  Of  this  amount,  one-half  has  been  collected  and 
subscribed.  This  money  has  been  raised  by  the  toilers  in  the 
community.  Our  wealthy  citizens  have  not  been  appealed  to 
effectually  yet,  but  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  in  this  hour  of 
need  they  will  prove  generous  enough  to  assume  the  balance  of 
the  obligation.  This  is  the  first  public  building  in  Beverly 
lighted  with  gas.  It  is  comfortably  heated  and  perfectly  ven- 
tilated— a  want  felt  in  all  other  public  rooms  of  the  town — and 
a  more  agreeable  lecture  room  is  not  to  be  found  anywhere." 


OBJECT  AND  METHODS  OF  OUR  WORK 

The  Reading  Room— The  Lyceum— Music — TasBuiLDnra — 

The  Prates  Mebtiko. 

as  address  bt  h.  thane  miller,  of  cincinnati. 

The  stirring  address  of  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Nov. 
15th,  was  full  of  suggestion,  appeal  and  information  for  all  who 
are  interested  in  our  work.  We  take  pleasure  in  placing  be- 
fore our  readers  the  following  instructive  paragraphs.  Some 
particulars  of  the  work  in  Pittsburgh,  alluded  to,  are  more  fully 
explained  in  the  annual  address  of  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  of  that  city 
given  under  News  of  Associations. 

"  I  rejoice  to  be  permitted  to  stand  before  you  to-night  in  the  in- 
terests of  an  institution  established  and  carried  on  by  the  church 
of  Christ,  and  aiming,  as  the  ultimate  end  of  its  work,  to  gather 
young  men  into  that  church.  It  is  only  a  little  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  since,  in  a  little  upper  room,  the  Associa- 
tion had  its  birth,  and  now  there  are  over  eight  hundred  socie- 
ties in  tho  country  with  a  membership  of  over  one  hundred 
thousand  young  men,  and  possessing  in  the  aggregate  property 
worth  more  than  $2,000,000.  Yet  we  are  scarcely  in  our  major- 
ity. Nor  is  tho  influence  of  this  grand  organization  confined 
to  the  United  States.  It  is  felt  all  over  Europe.  I  was  con- 
versing lost  Friday  evening  with  a  gentleman  who  has  return- 
ed from  an  extended  foreign  tour — a  gentleman  who  makes  no 
pretensions  to  Christianity — and  he  tells  me  that  all  over  Eu- 
rope he  was  surprised  to  see  the  influence  of  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations. 

What  are  the  object)  of  this  institution  t  Development  of  tho 
Christian  character  of  its  members,  and  the  leading  of  young 
men  to  Christ.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the 
methods  pursued.  They  are  simple,  practical,  economical  and 
effective. 

First  the  Reading  Boom.  This  is  a  means  of  bringing 
scores  of  young  men  to  Christ.  In  erecting  this  Mercantile 
Library  building  and  establishing  this  reading  room  your  citi- 
zens, in  their  liberality,  have  done  a  grand  and  good  work. 
But  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  while  doing  a  sim- 
ilar good  work  in  their  reading  room,  labor  also  to  lead  souls 
to  Jesus.  One  of  the  most  prominent  manufacturers  of  Cincin- 
nati said  he  had  contributed  to  the  Association  for  years,  but 
never  appreciated  it  until  be  was  in  Washington  attending  a 
sick  friend,  and  ho  went  to  the  reading  room  and  found  the 
reading  matter  he  was  looking  for,  and  what  pleased  him  still 
more  than  that,  he  found  himself  among  Christian  friends,  and 
made  up  his  mind  to  contribute  more  than  ever  to  the  cause  in 
Cincinnati.  One  young  man,  a  son  of  a  prominent  office  holder, 
was  leading  a  life  of  dissipation,  and  by  picking  up  a  paper  in 
tho  reading  room  which  he  chanced  to  enter  with  a  friend,  was 
induced  to  sign  the  pledge,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most  respect- 
able men  in  Cincinnati.  > 

A  Conversation  Boom  should  be  provided  by  the  merchants  of 
Pittsburgh  where  young  men  would  find  an  elegant  and  attrac- 
tive free  club  room  in  which  to  spend  their  evenings  in  social 
intercourse  with  friends,  surrounded  by  a  genial,  Christian  at- 
mosphere. 

Then  there  should  be  a  Lyceum.  There  are  young  men  who 
might  become  eminent  speakers  in  the  cause  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Have  a  lyceum  where  they  can  debate.  It  is  by  these 
practical  methods  that  you  carf  train  them.  Then  your  Lectures 
may  be  useful.  The  lawyers,  physicians  and  business  men  of  Pitts- 
burgh should  give  their  talents  to  the  use  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.    You  have  business  men  in  your  city  who 
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can  deliver  able  lectures,  and  if  you  have  not  enough  speakers 
send  to  Columbus,  Cleveland,  or  Philadelphia  and  get  men  to 
come  and  deliver  free  lectures. 

On  every  Thursday  evening  try  and  hold  social  tinging  exercises 
-where  all  can  gather  and  sing  song  after  song,  hymn  after 
hymn.  In  Cincinnati  we  have  seen  young  men  rescued  fromthe 
very  vilest  life  through  the  influence  of  music. 

There  was  an  allusion  made  in  the  report  to  the  Toung  Men's 
Home.  I  dined  in  state  there  yesterday.  I  have  heard  of  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  but  never  experienced  it  until  then. 

By  this  Home  you  can-  stop  all  street  begging.  Don't  give 
these  beggars  one  cent  to  buy  anything  to  eat ;  send  them 
to  this  Toung  Men's  Home.  You  may  be  imposed  upon  in  cases 
■where  these  young  men  will  not,  for  they  thoroughly  investigate 
each  case. 

A  most  important  measure  connected  with  Association  work  is 
the  service  of  a  whole  souled,  wide-awake,  sympathetic,  active, 
discreet  and  enthusiastic  Secretary  or  Superintendent.  He  de- 
vises new  plans  and  oversees  their  execution,  encourages  and 
trains  inexperienced  members,  is  a  friend  and  counsellor  to  the 
stranger,  and  in  fact,  is  a  missionary  to  young  men.  Much  ot 
the  growth  and  success  of  an  Association  depends  upon  having 
the  right  man  in  this  position. 

APPEAL  FOB  A  BUILDINO. 

In  Cincinnati  last  Saturday  night  week,  the  matter  of  build- 
ing a  Home  was  discussed,  and  a  young  man  sprang  to  his  feet 
and  offered  five  hundred  dollars  toward  the  enterprise.  Other 
men  subscribed,  and  before  the  thing  could  be  stopped  the  sub- 
scriptions reached  the  sum  of  $1 1,000.  In  Cincinnati  they  are  dis- 
cussing the  adoption  of  a  plan  which  you  can  adopt  here.  They 
are  going  to  try  to  have  two  hundred  Christian  women  pledge 
themselves  to  get  five  hundred  dollars  apiece  for  the  enterprise ; 
and  wc  are  going  to  get  fifty  men  to  raise  a  similar  sum,  and 
then  we  will  have  $125,000.  '  You  can  do  the  samo  thing  in 
Pittsburgh  if  you  want  to.  Such  a  building  would  be  produc 
tive  of  great  benefit.  The  best  thing  Pittsburgh  can  do  is  to 
determine  that  the  Association  shall  have  a  building  free  and 
unencumbered,  as  soon  as  they  can  get  the  money  out  of  their 
pockets  and  into  the  treasury.     [Cheers.] 

The  noonday  prayer  meeting*  are  an  efficient  instrumen- 
tality. Through  them  men  have  come  up  from  the  very  depths 
of  sin  to  positions  of  influence  and  honor  in  the  church.  One 
young  man  who  three  years  ago  came  into  the  rooms  in  an  in- 
toxicated condition  repeatedly,  is  now  thoroughly  converted, 
and  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Christian  cause. 

I  want  to  ask  you  whether  you  havo  not  done  nobly  in  sustain- 
ing in  Pittsburgh  an  institution  which  is  doing  this  very  work  ? 
There  are  7,000,000  of  young  men  in  the  United  States;  only 
350,000  of  them  are  professing  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
great  majority  of  these  young  men  must  be  met  and  rescued 
mainly  by  their  fellow  young  men.  Will  you  to-night  Tielp 
liberally  those  who  in  your  city  arc  attempting  so  courageously 
to  carry  on  this  glorious  work  in  the  name  of  Christ  ?" 

A  very  cordial  response  was  given  to  this  appeal,  and  and  a 
collection  of  $1,500  was  taken  up  that  evening. 


PRACTISE  WHAT  YOU  PREACH. 

A  wbiteb  in  the  London  Christian  utters  a  timely  word  to 
workers  for  Christ,  which  is  worthy  of  repetition  in  the  hear- 
ing of  workers  on  this  side  of  the  water : 

"  I  am  positive  if  some  were  to  practise  more  and  preach  less, 
Iettii.g  us  have  more  sermons  of  the  life,  and  less  of  the  lip, 
they  would  do  more  good  to  the  cause  of  Christ  than  they  do 
at  present.    Would  to  God  I  could  impress  this  on  many  of  the 


laborers  in  the  vineyard,  that  if  they  would  strive  to  follow  out 
more  fully  their  Great  Pattern  in  their  dealings  with  their  fel- 
low-creatures, it  would  be  far  better  for  themselves,  far  bettei 
for  the  cause  they  profess  to  serve,  and  far  better  for  the 
Master  they  profess  to  exalt.  They  say  they  take  Christ 
for  their  example;  how  do  they  follow  Him.  Can  they 
forgive  an  injury  or  forget  an  insult,  so  far  as  to  take  the 
sinner  again  into  their  favor  ?  How  much  humility  have  they  ? 
Are  they  swift  to  hear,  slow  to  speak  Do  they  return  good  for 
evil  ?  Do  they  strive  to  govern  their  tempers  ?  Do  they  servo 
God  in  their  home  duties  and  relationships  as  consistently  as 
they  do  in  the  meeting  ?  Oh,  be  very  careful  lest  you  prove  a 
stumbling-block,  by  preaching  abroad  while  you  are  leading 
an  unlovely  life  at  home.  "  Put  on,  therefore,  as  the  elect  of 
God,  holy  and  beloved,  bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness 
of  mind,  meekness,  long-suffering,  forbearing  one  another,  and 
forgiving  one  another ;  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any, 
oven  as  Christ  forgave  you,  so  also  do  ye."    (Col.  iii,  12, 13). 


SUNDAY  IN  THE   EAST. 

G.    W.    KGGLKSTON. 

As  for  native  observance  of  Sunday  in  the  East  one  would 
suppose  there  was  no  such  day  held  in  esteem  by  tho  rest  of  the 
world.  But  the  example  of  foreigners,  so  far  as  our  observation 
extended,  is  not  fitted  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  feeling ; 
for  though  Christian  missionaries  may  publish  God's  appoint- 
ment, yet  natives  are  not  so  ready  to  judge  the  Christian  faith 
by  the  precepts  of  a  few  men  as  by  their  experience  of  its  effect 
upon  those  who  call  themselves""  after  the  name  of  Christ  in 
general.  No  one  who  has  had  much  acquaintance  with  these 
ancient  people  will  fail  to  discover,  that  if  example  has  not 
all  the  power  which  Cicero  attaches  to  it,  yet  it  has  more  weight 
in  the  estimation  of  Eastern  nations  than  it  has  with  us,  on  ac- 
count of  the  different  constitution  of  their  ideas  on  religiout 
subjects. 

In  fact,  the  Orientals  like  Socrates,  seem  firmly  to  have  made 
up  their  mind  that  it  takes  away  from  the  nobleness  of  instruc- 
tion when  the  instructor  receives  a  compensation ;  or,  in  other 
words,  they  judge  that  no  true  philantropist  ought  to  require 
pay  for  his  benevolence  any  more  than  Confucius,  or  Budda 
Gaudama  or  Zoroaster  asked  compensation  for  theirs. 

Said  a  missionary  to  us,  speaking  of  the  Chinese — "  these 
people  say,  that  preaching  is  all  the  same  my  piece  pigeon,  (or 
business)  so  that  essentially  I  get  tho  same  credit  as  the  trader 
who  sells  his  wares  and  receives  his  pay  in  return. 

Docs  the  Christian  church  admonish  those  who  arc  received 
into  her  membership  that  the  eyes  of  the  world  arc  upon  them ; 
then  doubly  so  is  it  in  the  East,  where  ovcry  action  of  foreign- 
ers is  scrutinized  with  searching  exactness  and  preaching  and 
practice  are  carefully  compared.  How,  say  tho  celestials,  can 
that  man  be  a  Christian  when  he  sells  us  opium  which  brings 
much  misery  upon  us ;  or  how  can  we  adopt  his  ways  of  im- 
moderate living  when  our  own  are  better  fitted  for  health  and 
prosperity. 

Thus  much  for  the  force  of  example  and  ways  of  reasoning. 
But  our  object  is  to  show  by  tho  example  of  the  observance  of 
Sunday  that  if  apparently  slight  progress  is  made  in  converting 
these  old  and  learned  people,  the  drawback  is  perhaps  as 
much  due  to  the  influence  of  foreigners  as  the  stubbornness  of 
those  who  are  to  be  enlightened. 

To  illustrate  this  singlo  fact  in  regard  to  the  Sabbathj 
let  us  take  first  as  a  case  in  point  the  influence  not  of  individ- 
uals but  of  companies.  For  instance  the  steamship  lines  known 
as  tho  Penninsula  and  Oriental  and  British  India  Steam  Navi- 
gation Cos.    The  relations  of  these  companies  are  acknowledg- 
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ed  to  be  as  large  as  any  in  the  world,  reaching  from  England 
to  Australia,  New  Zealand,  India,  China,  Japan,  we  might  say 
to  the  "  Ultima  Thule ,;  of  the  globe. 

Of  course  directly  or  indirectly  such  companies,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  lesser,  must  have  a  large  influence  for  good  or  evil 
among  the  nations  in  which  they  trade.  Tet  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  so  far  from  restraining  the  loading  and  discharge,  as 
well  as  cleaning  of  vessels  on  the  Sabbath,  Sunday  is  preferred 
-  to  another  day.  We  have  in  mind,  especially  one  Sunday 
which  we  spent  in  the  island  of  Penang  where  two  steamers  be- 
longing to  each  of  these  lines  came  into  port  loaded  and  sailed 
the  same  day,  yet  within  a  few  steps  of  all  this  bustle  was  the 
Christian  minister  preaching  the  divine  commandments.  It 
must  have  taken  200  natives  or  more  to  discharge  these  vessels, 
*nd  the  offices  of  the  company  being  open,  Sunday  appeared 
the  same  as  most  any  other  day.  We  mention  the  above  steam 
ship  companies  because  their  influence  is  the  largest.  They,  how- 
ever, are  by  no  means  exceptions. 

So  for  as  individuals  are  concerned,  Sunday  appears  to  be 
the  day  for  gomes,  races,  dinners  and  merriment.  All  this  is 
watched  by  the  natives,  and  the  words  of  the  Christian  mis- 
sionary are  rendered  almost  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  the  heath- 
en when  ho  enjoins  them  to  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep 
it  holy,  and  explains  what  keeping  it  holy  means. 

When  the  laws  of  God  shall  cease  to  be  set  aside  for  the  con- 
venience of  steamship  companies,  and  individuals  shall  feel 
more  their  responsibility,  then  perhaps  the  cause  may  more 
rapidly  advance.  But  as  long  as  these  stumbling  blocks  are  in 
the  way  it  is  in  vain  for  some  to  criticize  the  missionaries  as 
useless,  for  their  work  if  so  is  pushed  on  the  very  persons  who 
ore  their  accusers. 

We  give  our  opinion  for  what  it  is  worth  that  the  usefulness 
of  mission  work  is  in  a  large  degree  as  much  retarded  by  the 
unchristian  influence  of  foreigners  calling  themselves  Christians 
as  by  the  stubbornness  of  the  natives  in  neglecting  the  word  01 
life. 


rect  personal  work,  and  when  carried  on  with  earnestness  re- 
port revivals  and  largo  accessions  to  the  church.  The  favorite 
branches  of  work  are :  cottage  and  neighborhood  prayer-meet- 
ings, public  meetings  in  churches  and  school  houses,  mission 
Sunday  schools  in  districts,  district  tract  distribution,  visitation 
of  the  sick,  and  a  personal  work  for  Christ  among  all  classes 
and  conditions  of  people.  Is  there  not  an  opening  for  this  work 
in  every  country  district  t 

As  a  practical  illustration  of  this  work  let  me  add  a  para- 
grab  of  news  about  the  Association  organized  lately  at  Turtle 
Creek,  Pa.  They  have  just  built  themselves  a  comfortable 
frame  building,  not  very  ornate  but  neat  and  substantial.  The 
Association  was  organized  a  few  months  ago  as  a  Pastors'  Aid 
Society,  and  was  afterwards  expanded  into  a  Christian  Associ- 
ation. God  has  greatly  blessed  this  work.  Twenty-two  have 
been  added  to  the  church,  principally  through  the  agency  of 
the  Society,  and  an  active  working  Christianity  has  been  de- 
veloped in  a  field  in  which  young  men  never  took  any  part  in 
Christian  work  before.  We  hope  for  the  ingathering  of  a 
glorious  harvest  this  winter. 


ASSOCIATIONS  IN  SMALL  TOWNS. 

T.  X.    CKKE. 

The  qnestion  is  often  asked  :  What  work  is  there  for  Asso- 
ciations in  the  country  to  do  f  We  say,  as  much  comparative- 
ly as  there  is  in  the  city,  and  in  a  much  more  hopeful  field. 
The  aim  is  not  so  much  to  reclaim  as  to  restrain,  less  to  reach 
stranger  young  men  than  to  influence  those  you  know,  with 
whose  private  and  social  habits  and  dispositions  you  are  fully 
conversant,  and  whom  you  can  approach  intelligently.  The 
temptations  to  vice  are  not  as  constant  or  as  attractive '  in 
eountry  districts  yet  they  exist  everywhere.  Young  men  are 
in  peril  unless  the  love  of  the  Lord  Jesus  constrain  them.  The 
roughs  of  the  city  are  constantly  being  reinforced  by  young 
men  coming  from  the  country,  sometimes  from  Christian  fami- 
lies. Lacking  the  influence  and  refinements  of  society  and 
wanting  companionship  they  seek  that  which  is  ever  accessible 
to  high  and  low  alike,  the  companionship  of  the  vicious.  Such 
young  men  by  a  proper  effort  can  be  reached  at  homo,  and  if 
brought  into  the  church  and  into  Association  work  when  they 
come  to  cities  seek  Christian  society  and  associates.  These 
they  will  find  wherever  there  exists  an  active  Christianity. 
From  such  intercourse  flow  refining  influences  that  will  soon 
make  all  within  their  reach  agreeable  members  of  the  best 
Christian  society.  These  organizations  bring  into  the  work 
Christian  young  men  who  have  not  been  accustomed  to  labor 
for  the  Master,  and  give  them  a  wider  range  of  effort  than  a 
distinctive  church  work  presents.  Some  of  our  most  active 
Associations  are  thoso  in  the  country.    They  favor  a  moro  di- 


CHHISTIAN  WOMEN  AT  WORK  IN  SALT  T.AKH  CITY. 

UBS.   3.  T.   NEWMAN. 
Mrs.  J.  T.  Newman,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  writes :  "  We  were  at 
Salt  Lake  City  for  nearly  two  weeks,  and  daring  that  time  many 
were  the  tales  of  woe  and  sorrow  that  I  listened  to  from  those  who 
had  suffered  from  the  infamous  practice  of  plurality  of  wives.  A  Mor- 
mon woman  said  to  me,  'if  you  knew  how  many  groans  are  utter- 
ed daily  among  us,  you  would  not  be  surprised  when  I  tell  you  we 
live  in  a  vale  of  tears.'    I  was  informed  that  for  years  some  of  the 
better  class  of  women  have  in  their  hearts  revolted  but  as  it  re 
quired  the  courage  of  an  angel,  but  few  have  dared  to  utter  one 
word,  for  in  so  doing,  they  not  only  peril  their  own  lives,  but  sacri- 
fice the  support  of  themselves  and  families.    I  was  surprised  to 
learn  that  there  are  hundreds  of  these  oppressed  women  who  in 
their  inmost  souls  are  reaching  out  their  hands  for  help,  and  would 
do  so  literally  if  they  thought  there  was  any  help  within  their 
grasp.     During  the  discussion  between  Dr.  Newman  and  Elder 
Pratt,  which  was  held  in  the  tabernacle,  many  were  for  the  first  time 
permitted  to  listen  when  the  Bible  was  made  the  test  of  Divine 
truth,  and  even  if  this  did  not  convince  those  so  long  sealed  in  er- 
ror, it  led  them  for  once  to  reflect  and  think  for  themselves.    That 
there  was  a  work  for  Christian  women  to  do  here,  just  at  this  time 
when  the  idea  of  truth  was  fresh  in  their  minds,  followed  me  in  all 
my  intercourse  with  them.    Many  of  our  Eastern  ladies  are  there, 
wives  of  military  officers,  and  government  officials,  also  not  a  few 
who  are  engaged  in  mining  operations.    Could  they  not  assist  in 
this  work  t  A  day  or  two  before  we  left,  it  was  resolved  to  at  once  or 
ganize  a  Ladies'  Christian  Association  such  as  we  have  in  Wash- 
ington.   Oar  first  call  brought  together  ten  or  twelve  ladles ;  the 
next  morning  was  appointed  to  meet  and  organize.    At  an  early 
hour  over  twenty  were  present  and  among  the  number  four  or  five 
Mormon  ladies.    After  asking  the  blessing  of  heaven  upon  the  ef- 
fort, we  organized,  adopting  as  the  name  The  Ladles'  Christian  As. 
sedation  of  Utah.    Mrs.  Hollister,  sister  of  our  honored  Vice-Pres- 
ident Colfax  was  elected  President ;  Mrs.  Pierce  and  Mrs.  Foot, 
wives  of  the  Methodist  and  Episcopal  ministers,  Vice-Presidents, 
Mrs.  Judge  Hawley,  Treasurer ;  Miss  Anderson,  Cor.  Secretary,  and 
Mrs.  Steinhouse,  an  intelligent  lady  who  has  left  the  Mormons,  as 
Recording  Secretary.  All  who  were  present  united  and  others  sent 
in  their  names  as  members.  They  not  only  solemnly  pledged  them- 
selves to  be  faithful  in  this  great  work  but  were  really  enthusiastic 
As  I  looked  at  them  I  involuntarily  exclaimed,  did  ever  a  wider 
sphere  of  influence  open  before  American  Christian  women  t 

There  is  much  less  hope  for  the  older  Mormons  than  for  the  young 
people.  We  are  again  in  Washington,  and  I  am  in  receipt  of  a» 
letter  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  so  full  of  interesting  in- 
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formation  regarding  the  success  of  the  Association  that  my  heart 
overflows  with  joy.  She  writes  that  a  much  larger  number  have 
become  identified  with  them,  and  that  the  young  men  are  becom- 
ing interested.  Already  they  have  a  fund  for  charitable  purposes  ; 
a  sowing  society,  and  social  entertainments.  At  one  of  the  latter, 
Chief  Justice  McKean,  recently  from  New  York,  and  Judge  Haw- 
ley  gave  brief  addresses.  We  hope  for  much  from  this  organiza- 
tion which  should  have  the  prayers,  sympathies  and  co-operation 
of  Christian  women  at  the  East 


TWILIGHT  TALKS. 

BY  MBS.  K.  FHBNTUS. 

No.  L 
K.  "  So  here  you  are,  my  dear  A,  and  I  am  heartily  glad  to 
■no  you.  It  is  pleasanter  within  doors  than  without,  this  stormy 
nighv' 

A.  *  Tes,  One  soon  feels  himself  in  a  warm  and  sunny  at- 
mosphere who  enters  this  room.  I  used  to  spend  some  of  my 
happiest  Wars  here  in  old  times. 

B.  "  Tbo  times  are  not  so  very  old,  howover.  Meanwhile, 
-where  have  you  been  hiding  yourself  and  what  have  you  been 
doing  f  " 

A.  "  I  hara  nothing  very  satisfactory  to  report.  My  residence 
at  the  West  p»«»d  to  be  disastrous  to  my  business  prospects, 
and  I  hare  coma  tome  poorer  than  when  I  left  it" 

B.  "  You  have  apt  married,  then  f" 
A.  "No,  nor  an  I  likely  to  do  so.    The  fact  is,  look  which 

way  I  will,  everyttiug  seems  dark  and  hopeless." 
B  "  What,  even  vLen  you  look  up  V 

A.  "  I  am  afraid  I  Kavo  not  done  so  much  of  that  as  I  might 
To  tell  the  truth,  I  have  been  so  pressed  by  my  business  that  I 
have  had  time  for  littls  else.  I  know  that  some  men  take,  or 
fancy  they  take,  great  (Ulight  in  looking  out  and  looking  up, 
but  I  never  was  of  that  nort" 

B.  "  I  suppose  that  by  nature  all  prefer  looking  down.  But 
you,  my  dear  A,  in  this  very  room,  have  professed  to  renounce 
and  to  rise  above  the  life  of  natuw,  and  to  begin  a  regenerate, 
a  Christian  life." 

A.  "  That  is  true.  But  as  time  passed,  and  I  found  myself 
quite  destitute  of  the  joy  and  peace  described  by  others,  I  made 
up  my  mind  that  I  either  possessed  no  Christian  bfo  or  that 
joylessness  and  unrest  were  always  to  be  my  portion.  One  gets 
weary  of  what  is  all  conflict,  and  is  tempted,  at  times,  to  throw 
up  the  whole  thing,  and  get  all  one  can  out  of  the  world." 

B.  "  Is  tempted,  yes.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  be  tempted,  and 
another  to  yield." 

A.  "When  I  used  the  word  tempted  I  used  it  carelessly,  and 
as  rather  referring  to  the  tone  of  my  own  mind,  than  from  feel 
ing  myself  assailed  by  a  force  outside  of  it" 

B.  "  It  is,  however,  a  great  gain  to  learn  that  a  Satanic 
presence  is  ever  about  us  suggesting  the  evil  thoughts  which 
we  fancy  originate  with  ourselves." 

A.  "  As  my  friend  0,  says,  *  such  suggestions  sound  just  like 

«M.,n 

B.  "  Yet  we  must  not  charge  ourselves  with  Satan's  depravity 
as  well  as  our  own." 

A.  "  But  the  Bible  uses  very  strong  language  when  it  speaks 
of  the  human  heart  It  says  it  is '  deceitful  above  all  things  and 
desperately  wicked.' " 

B.  "Yes,  and  it  says  of  Satan  that  he  is  a  'liar '  and  the 
father  of  lies,' '  a  murderer,'  our  adversary,'  a  *  roaring  lion, 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour." 

A.  "  This  array  of  titles  makes  one  shudder.  I  must  own 
that  I  begin  to  feci  disposed  to  charge  to  him  some  of  the  bad 
babits  into  which  I  have  fallen." 

B.  "Habits  of  sin?" 


A.  "  Not  habits  of  sin  in  tho  usual  sense  of  those  words.  I 
mean  into  careless,  worldly  habits.  Now  to  come  out  with  the 
whole  truth,  I  came  here  to  night  to  open  my  mind  to  you,  who 
in  my  early  manhood  used  to  take  me  by  the  hand  and  help  me 
on  the  way.  I  am  dissatisfied  with  myself.  I  know,  and  have 
long  known,  that  I  am  not  living  up  to  even  my  own  standard 
of  duty.  And  I  have  stifled  the  cry  of  my  soul  for  something 
higher,  something  fixed,  by  assuring  it  that  I  did  not  intend  al- 
ways to  go  on  thus.  I  said  that  when  I  was  a  little  more  settled 
in  business  I  would  start  afresh,  or  that  when  I  married  and 
had  a  home  of  my  own,  I  would  certainly  make  an  entire  change 
in  my  mode  of  life.  But  of  late,  under  various  influences,  I  have 
felt  a  good  deal  stirred,  and  as  if  it  were  just  possible  that  the 
time  so  long  postponed,  was  drawing  nigh." 

B.  "  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  say  this.  And  let  me  entreat  you 
to  respond  to  this  voice  of  God  in  your  soul." 

A.  "You  are  sure  it  is  His  voice  t" 

B.  "Certainly." 

A.  "There  is  something  touching  in  the  thought  Why 
should  God  speak  thus  to. me?" 

B.  "  Ah  1  Why,  indeed  1  And  why  to  me  Or  to  any  other 
poor  sinner  ?  But  that  He  does  thus  whisper  '  Come  nearer, 
come  up  higher,'  I  have  no  doubt" 

A.  "Last  evening  I  made  a  desperate  effort  to  establish  a 
habit  of  daily  prayer." 

B.  "  Do  you  mean  that  you  had  fallen  out  of  this  habit  ? 
Then  you  are  indeed  to  be  pitied." 

A.  "I  would  not  have  you  imagine  me,  however,  as  quite 
prayerleas.  Of  course  I  have  uttered  frequent  ejaculations.  I 
thought  that  pressed  as  I  was,  these  might  suffice." 

B.  "  Your  interviews  with  God  then,  have  been  such  as  man 
holds  with  his  fellow  man  at  the  street  corner." 

A.  "  But  since  God  knows  all  our  wants,  and  that  better 
than  we  know  ourselves,  why  should  we  spend  our  time  in  ex- 
pressing them  to  him !" 

B.  "  I  might  give  various  answers  to  this  question.  It  is 
true  that  prayer  is  not  designed  to  inform  God  as  to  our  needs. 
It  it  to  'bring  us  into  a  condition  of  mind  to  receive  Hit  gifts. 
Confessing  our  poverty  we  realize  how  great  it  is.  Bewailing  our 
sins  we  begin  to  comprehend  how  manifold  they  are.  Express- 
ing our  love  we  find  what  a  meagre  sentiment  it  is,  how  in- 
ferior to  all  tho  other  passions  that  reign  in  our  souls.  Then 
there  is  the  example  of  Christ  If  that  sinless  Being  found  it 
needful  to  retire  from  the  world  in  order  to  spend  hours  alone 
with  God,  what  shall  we  say  of  our  own  needs,  weak  and  do- 
filed  as  we  are  ?" 

A.  "  I  feel  impressed  by  what  you  say,  and  I  will  own  to  you 
that  I  really  desire  to  possess  such  faith  in  prayer,  and  find  such 
joy  and  rest  in  it  as  I  havo  heard  described.  But  it  is  so  far 
from  giving  this,  I  find  myself  so  cold,  so  out  of  joint,  as  it 
were,  that  the  time  I  spend  before  God  is  a  mere  scene  of  con- 
flict and  dismay.  Is  it  possible  that  ho  will  listen  to  such 
prayers  as  mine  ?" 

B.  "We  will  suppose  a  child  playing  about  a  room.    His 
father  says  to  him, '  My  child,  come  to  me.'    The  child  replies, 
*  I  cannot  come.     I  do  not  feel  in  a  loving  mood.    I  hav 
nothing  to  say  to  you  that  you  would  care  to  hear.    By-and-b 
when  I  feel  like  it,  or  if  I  get  into  trouble  I  will  remember  an 
go  to  you.    Would  not  the  father  reply, « I  did  not  ask  you  to 
come  to  mo  in  a  loving  mood.    I  simply  said, 'Come!   Obedience 
is  what  I  want  from  you,  love  or  no  love  t" 

A.  But  surely  He  wants  love  and  obedience." 

B.  "  Yes,  but  the  one  cannot  thrive  without  the  other  God 
has  repeatedly,  in  His  Word,  called  upon  us  to  pray.  If  we  re- 
fuse to  do  this  because  wo  feel  cold  and  indisposed  to  it,  we 
plainly  refuso  to  perform  a  simple  act  in  response  to  His  com- 
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mand.  First  of  all,  then,  we  are  to  obey,  leaving  it  to  Him  to 
giro  us  as  a  free  gift,  the  lore  and  faith  and  contrition  that  will 
change  our  barren  prayers  into  the  warm  utterances  of  on  affec- 
tionate, believing,  broken  heart." 

A.  "You  regard  prayer,  then,  as  the  gift  of  God?" 

B.  "I  do;  just  as  much  His  gift  as  repentance  is.  By  my 
might  and  power  I  can  secure  neither." 

A.  "  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  looked  at  it  in  this  light 
Taking  no  pleasure  in  prayer  I  have  gradually  come  to  feel  that 
God  took  no  pleasure  in  my  approaches  to  Him.  I  looked  for 
a  responso  and  found  none." 

B.  "  Yetiu  every '  O,  my  Father,'  is  the '  Here  am  I,  my  child  1* 
His  presence  is  one  thing,  His  conscious  presenco  is  another.  As 
a  ship  must  plough  her  way  through  trackless  oceans  and 
against  opposing  winds,  so  we  must  buffet  the  waves  of  temp- 
tation and  fight  against  adverse  gales.  If  Satan  can  only  keep 
us  off  our  knees,  he  will  soon  get  every  thing  else  he  wants  from 
us,  and  when  we  desire  to  make  him  tremble,  we  have  only  to 
fall  down  upon  them,  saying, '  God  be  merciful  to  me,  a  sin- 
ner !'  My  dear  A,  I  want  to  reiterate  that  by  His  Holy  Spirit, 
God  is  speaking  to  you  very  plainly,  asking  for  something 
within  never  given.  Let  me  persuade  you  to  cherish  as  some 
rare  treasure,  the  disposition  to  inquiry  in  which  you  now  find 
yourself." 

A.  "  With  God's  help  I  will." 


"  NEVERTHELESS  AT  THY  WORD  I  WILL  LET 
DOWN  THE  NET." 

VERBAHUB   MOBSB. 

All  night  the  nets  of  Simon  and  his  companions  had  traversed 
«  the  waters  of  Gennesaret  in  vain.  In  the  morning  the  weary 
and  discouraged  fishermen  brought  their  ships  to  land,  lifted 
out  their  nets  and  prepared  to  abandon  further  effort  But  the 
voice  of  Jesus  recalled  them  again  to  their  ships ;  and  trusting 
in  his  word  they  once  more  launched  out  into  the  deep,  and 
cast  their  nets  into  the  sea  for  a  draught  f  and  when  they  had 
done  this  they  enclosed  a  great  multitude  of  fishes." 

They  did  not  fail  at  first  from  want  of  skill,  for  they  were 
experienced  fishermen ;  neither  did  they  fail  from  want  of  ef- 
fort, for  they  toiled  all  night ;  and  when  finally  they  succeeded 
it  was  by  no  new  process.  They  let  down  the  nets  as  before, 
but  they  did  it  trusting,  not  in  their  own  skill,  but  in  the  word 
of  the  Master.  Simon  said,  "Master,  we  have  toiled  all  the 
night,  and  have  taken  nothing ;  nevertheless  at  thy  word  I  will 
let  down  the  net,"  and  their  efforts  guided  by  obedience  based 
on  faith,  were  successful. 

There  may  be  associations  that  have  toiled  all  through  the 
past  year  but  havo  come  in  at  the  last  hour  empty  handed 
They  have  labored  diligently ;  they  have  sent  delegates  to  con- 
ventions far  and  near,  to  learn  by  what  means  others  succeeded, 
and  they  have  tried  every  method  that  seemed  successful  in 
other  Associations,  but  the  seed  they  have  scattered  has  failed 
to  shoot  up  a  single  blade. 

They  have  enlarged  their  libraries,  they  have  filled  their 
reading  rooms  with  periodicals,  they  have  established  courses 
of  lectures  and  still  young  men  have  not  been  attracted  to  their 
rooms.  They  havo  organized  open  air  meetings  which  have 
proved  so  successful  in  other  places  but  no  one  has  been  con- 
verted. As  a  lost  resort  they  have  multiplied  prayer  meetings, 
saying,  surely  God  will  bless  his  own  appointed  means,  but  no 
blessing  has  followed  and  now  perhaps  they  are  thoroughly 
discouraged  and  ready  to  disband.  But  have  they  not  lacked 
one  thing,  have  they  not  sown  without  faith  ?  "  O,  no ;  they 
have  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  means  they  have  used." 
Yes,  but  faith  in  one's  own  efforts  is  not  just  the  kind  of  faith 


that  removes  mountains.  Simon  had  faith  in  his  skill,  or  ho 
would  not  have  toiled  all  night,  but  he  succeeded  only  when 
he  could  say,  Master,  at  thy  word  I  will  let  down  the  net  Je- 
sus said  to  his  disciples,  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  prayer 
believing,  ye  shall  receive;"  but  the  believing,  the  trust  must 
be  not  in  the  asking,  not  in  the  prayer,  but  in  God.  We  must 
labor  with  diligence,  and  use  the  best  methods  we  can  discover 
to  secure  the  conversion  of  young  men — "  but  why  use  diligence 
and  methods,  if  we  must  trust,  not  in  means,  but  in  God  ?"  Be- 
cause "  faith  without  works  is  dead."  Simon  let  down  his  nets 
— made  use  of  the  same  means  he  had  all  through  the  night ; 
his  work  was  not  diminished  by  his  faith,  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  increased.  The  Omnipotent  One  could  have  filled  his  ship 
without  these  means,  but  He  did  not ;  He  could  have  filled  it 
even  to  sinking  without  faith,  but  He  would  not  So  He  can 
save  young  men  without  the  use  of  means,  but  He  does  not  So 
He  could  save  them  without  faith,  but  He  will  not  "  He  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned." 

There  is  not  much  danger  of  faith  without  works  in  our  As- 
sociation, there  may  be  indifference,  neither  faith  nor  works, 
but  the  danger  is  that  we  shall  put  our  trust  in  our  work*,  not 
in  God. 

We  hear  much  about  the  success  of  certain  methods  in  one 
Association,  of  a  certain  plan  in  another,  and  in  our  conventions 
we  are  asked  what  branch  of  our  work  has  been  a  success,  and 
one  Association  reports  that  a  revival  commenced  in  its  cottage 
,  prayer  meetings  and  spread  through  the-  town ;  another  that  a 
course  of  sermons  under  its  auspices,  awakened  the  community 
and  added  multitudes  to  its  membership.  But  the  faith  that 
went  up  like  incense  from  the  little  cottage  meetings — the  faith 
that  pointed  the  sermons  until  they  smote  like  arrows  between 
the  joints  of  the  harness,  is  not  reported.  So  the  minds  of  As- 
sociation workers  are  fixed  on  these  different  means,  and  in  one 
and  another  Association  they  are  tried  with  much  anxiety  and 
labor,  and  those  engaged  in  the  planting  and  watering  are  so 
intent  on  their  work,  that  they  forget  that  though  Paul  may 
plant  and  Apollos  water,  Qf&  must  give  the  increase,  and  tbey 
forget  God,  and  trust  in  the  efforts  they  are  making  and  the 
means  they  are  using.  If  an  Association  fails  we  are  told  that 
it  was  from  want  of  funds,  or  a  good  leader,  or  active  members, 
or  from  trying  to  do  too  much,  or  doing  the  work  of  other  so- 
cieties, or  because  it  employed  a  missionary,  or  was  destitute  of 
enthusiasm,  or  because  it  never  had  the  confidence  and  co-op- 
eration of  the  pastor,  but  hardly  ever  because  it  forgot  God  and 
tried  to  walk  in  its  own  strength. 

Now,  in  the  morning  of  the  year,  instead  of  abandoning  their 
work,  will  it  not  be  well  for  discouraged  Associations  to  call 
together  their  members,  and  look  to  God  for  a  blessing — not  on 
nets  hung  up  to  dry — but  on  nets  flung  far  and  wide  by  strong 
arms  and  willing  hearts.  Though  they  have  toiled  through  a 
long  dark  night,  and  have  accomplished  nothing,  let  them  say, 
nevertheless,  "  We  will  obey  tho  voice  of  the  Lord  our  God," 
put  our  trutt  in  Him  and  go  forward." 

The  chiof  secret  of  comfort  lies  in  not  suffering  trifles  to  vex  one, 
and  in  prudently  cultivating  an  undergrowth  of  small  pleasures, 
since  very  few  great  ones  are  let  on  long  leases. 

That  there  is  any  grace  in  any  man,  that  there  is  one  church, 
planted,  or  one  life  changed,  or  one  soul  quickened,  is  evidence 
enough  of  the  Ascension  life  of  Jesus.— 0.  J.  Vaughan. 

Fasten  your  hold  on  Christ.  "  Having  Him,  though  my  cross 
were  as  heavy  as  ten  mountains  of  iron,  when  he  putteth  his  sweet 
shoulder  under  me  and  it,  my  cross  is  but  a  feather." 

It  is  not  error  which  opposes  the  progress  of  truth  ;  it  is  indo- 
lence, obstinacy,  the  spirit  of  routine,  everything  that  favors  inac- 
tion.— Turgot. 
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BE    "SOBER-MINDED" 

BY  THE  REV.  JOHN   HALL,  D.D. 

"  He  began  life  without  a  dollar,  and  ho  is  now  worth  " — as 
many  millions  as  you  please.  The  speaker  is  a  practical  busi- 
ness man,  whose  enthusiasm — not  often  kindled — glows  in  his 
face,  as  his  imagination  follows  the  vision  of  splendor — the 
possession  of  some  millions.  The  hearer  is  a  youth  of  eighteen, 
whose  parents  being  poor  and  obliged  to  look  narrowly  to 
every  dollar  could  not  afford  him  much  youthful  luxury  or 
idleness,  and  whose  savings  after  paying  board  and  other  need- 
ful expenses  can  rarely  mount  above  three  dollars  a  week.  His 
face  also  brightens  and  his  imagination  kindles  for  a  moment, 
and  the  thought  of  his  heart  is, "  I  wish  I  had  the  tenth  of  it- 
well,  who  can  tell  f  I  may  yet"  And  a  half  formed  purpose 
gains  strength  in  his  mind,  that  if  human  energy  can  do  it  he 
will  be  such  a  successful  man  and  roll  up  his  millions. 

What  can  disenchant  him  f  Not  the  rich  man's  funeral 
"  It  is  the  common  lot;"  and  he  died  rich.  Not  a  glimpse  at 
the  small  amount  of  happiness  the  millions  brought—if  he  ever 
gets  it— for  he  persuades  himself  that  he  would  manage  better; 
he  would  be  no  fool,  he  would  not  let  trifles  annoy  him.  Not 
the  occasional  downfall  of  a  supposed  Croesus,  for  he  sees  the 
errors  of  Croesus,  and  he  for  one,  would  never  be  betrayed  into 
them.  None  of  these  things  will  break  the  spell.  The  sheen 
of  gold  dazzles  young  eyes.  But  let  that  young  man  inow  his 
Bible.  Let  him  become  familiar  with  Bible  views  of  such 
things.  Let  him  read  not  once  but  many  times,  till  the  truth 
is  part  of  his  habitual  thinking,  of  "  uncertain  riches,"  of  "  cov- 
etousness  which  is  idolatry,"  how  hard  it  is  for  the  rich  to  en- 
ter heaven ;  above  all  let  him  see  in  the  light  of  Eternal  Truth 
the  inheritance  of  the  saints ;  and  now  he  has  a  correct  stand- 
ard, and  a  true  help  to  sobriety  of  judgment,  the  very  hardest 
and  rarest  kind  of  youthful  sober-mindedness. 

Looking  from  the  mount  over  against  the  temple  at  its  good- 
ly glories  the  disciples  were  lost  in  admiration.  Their  Master 
had  no  such  feeling.  His  eyes  had  seen  the  City  that  has  no 
need  of  the  Sun,  and  the  glory  of  human  efforts  did  not  dazzle 
them.  And  even  so  he,  however  otherwise  common-place  in 
mind — who  has  looked  on  the  things  that  are  real  to  faith,  can 
most  justly  judge  of  the  splendors  that  appeal  to  sense. 

"  Look  yonder  1  isn't  it  gorgeous  t  One  can  hardly  keep 
■till  I  Come,  let  us  get  into  itl"  The  speaker  was  easy  in 
manners,  faultless  in  dress,  and  pleasing  in  person.  He  beat 
time  with  bis  toe  to  the  stirring  music,  and  as  he  spoke  he  took 
his  friend's  arm  to  lead  him  toward  the  other  end  of  the  par- 
lors where  in  a  blaze  of  light,  and  over  gauzy  clouds  young 
faces  looked  their  brightest.  His  friend  was  a  clerk  in  a  bank, 
on  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  a  year,  and,  all  honor  to  him  1  a 
good  half  of  it  went  to  help  his  mother,  and  to  keep  two  young 
sisters  at  school.  He  had  hitherto  held  aloof  from  scenes  like 
this,  because  he  could  not  afford  to  go  into  them ;  they  made 
him  a  little  discontented  with  his  self-denying  plan,  and  raised 
in  his  mind  the  question  "  Why  should  not  I  enjoy  my  hard- 
earned  salary  aa  other  fellows  do  I"  And  a  hard  struggle  he 
has  to-night.  "Mr. Matthews,  wherever  do  you  bury  yourself! 
it's  an  age  since  you  appeared  above  the  horizon.  Now  be  sen- 
sible. There's  a  stylish  thing  at  Mrs.  Smith's  to-morrow  night 
You  call  for  us,  and  get  wakened  up  a  bit  Nine  o'clock ; 
mind,  now  1"  and  away  whirls  the  speaker,  leaving  Mr.  Matthews 
with  a  mental  calculation  of  bouquets,  carriage,  etc.,  eta,  and 
over  against  the  items  and  the  pleasure  rise  the  figures  of  mother 
and  sisters  at  home.  The  struggle  may  seem  to  some  a  light 
one ;  perhaps  some  may  deem  it  needless ;  but  in  just  such  cir- 
'  cumstances  men  have  flung  overboard  the  dear  dependents  of 


home;  and  since  they  must  have  money,  have  parted  also  with 
honor,  honesty,  character  and  conscience,  have  defrauded  em- 
ployers and  ruined  themselves.  What  will  keep  Mr.  Matthews 
true  to  his  pure  affections,  his  simple  life,  his  manly  self-denial  ? 
What  will  show  him  the  real  value  of  these  pleasures.  Put 
into  his  mind  the  Bible— truth.  Show  him  that  gay  and  fas- 
cinating as  these  "  careless  daughters  "  are,  beneath  the  look 
of  life,  to  the  Eye  that  sees  truly  they  are  dead  while  they  live. 
Show  him  how  such  things  "  perish  with  the  using."  Put  into 
his  mind  the  higher  aim  and  nobler  ideal  of  living  which  tho 
Bible  urges,  and  he  will  the  more  readily  cherish  that  sobriety 
of  character  which  keeps  the  head  from  being  turned  with  the 
giddy  whirl  of  gaiety  and  excitement 

We  have  mentioned  only  two  types  of  life  in  pursuance  of 
which  a  young  man  needs  a  clear  eye  and  a  firm  purpose.  How 
many  more  there  are,  sensual,  maddening,  ruinous,  with 
descent — swift  and  sure  to  ruin  1  How  many  forms  of  vice, 
shielded  from  specification  and  description  by  their  very  vile- 
ness !  What  true,  reliable,  authoritative  check  is  there  on  the 
young  man  in  presence  of  these,  but  the  Word  f  What  other 
influence  can  open  his  eyes,  and  elevate  his  character,  and  fix 
his  thoughts  on  loftier  objects  but  that  which  goes  with  the 
word  of  the  Lord  I  To  tell  them  that  vice  is  not  pleasure  is  lit-  • 
tie  use.  Their  passions  tell  them  a  different  story.  To  tell 
them  that  vice  ruins  one's  prospects  is  useless.  They  can  point 
to  thieves  and  libertines  in  credit  and  luxury.  It  is  useless  to 
tell  them  of  the  perils  of  detection.  The  devil  has  royal  roads 
of  escape  for  their  special  and  exclusive  benefit  macadamized 
and  easy.  Only  the  word  of  the  Lord  strips  off  the  mask,  ex- 
hibits the  truth  of  things  and  teaches  men  to  survey  earth  from 
the  height  of  heaven. 

Hence  we  beg  all  managing  committees  and  other  bodies  in 
authority  among  Y.  M.  Christian  Associations,  to  give  high  place 
to  the  Bible.  It  is  the  young  man's  own  book.  It  denounces 
vice  without  feeding  a  dangerous  curiosity.  It  dignifies  virtue, 
not  as  a  means  of  getting  on,  but  as  success  and  happiness  now ; 
and  best  of  all  it  gives  the  young  man  the  one  exclusive  way, 
in  which  vice  is  vanquished  and  virtue  attained.  It  lifts  up 
Christ  It  invites  to  the  cross.  It  offers  the  new  heart  and  the 
right  spirit  If  any  man  lack  wisdom  it  calls  to  the  throne  of 
grace  and  introduces  to  the  Divine  Comforter.  It  penetrates 
the  disguises  of  elegant  sin,  and  exposes  the  sophistry  of  cul- 
tivated iniquity.  It  flashes  its  revealing  rays  upon  the  opening 
abyss  to  which  the  tempter  leads.  It  unmasks  the  voluptuous 
angel  of  light,  and  shows  the  malicious  fiend.  Into  the  scale 
against  the  "  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season," it  throws  the  "peace 
of  God,"  and  the  "  pleasures  for  evermore." 


EvKKTTHUto  is  Christ.  "  They  never  cared  to  expound  the 
nature  of  this  or  that  virtue,  for  they  knew  that  the  believer  who 
had  Christ  had  all.  Did  he  need  fortitude  t  Christ  was  his  rock ; 
Equity  ?  Christ  was  his  righteousness ;  Holiness  ?  Christ  was  his 
sanctification ;  Liberty  t  Christ  was  his  redemption  ;  Temper- 
ance t  Christ  was  his  ruler;  Wisdom?  Christ  was  his  light; 
Truthfulness  1  Christ  was  the  truth ;  Charity  T  Christ  was  love. 

Now  exactly  in  proportion  as  the  Christian  religion  became  less 
vital  and  as  the  various  corruptions  which  time  and  Satan  brought 
into  it  were  able  to  manifest  themselves,  the  person  and  offices  of 
Christ  were  less  dwelt  upon  and  the  virtues  of  Christians  more. 
The  life  of  the  believer  became  in  some  degree  separated  from  the 
life  of  Christ ;  and  his  virtue  instead  of  being  a  stream  flowing 
forth  from  the  throne  of  God  and  descending  upon  the  earth,  be- 
gan to  be  regarded  by  him  as  a  pyramid  upon  earth  which  he  had 
to  build  up,  step  by  step  that  from  the  top  of  it  he  might  reach  the 
heavens." — Btukm. 
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WIm  $tonj  of  a  Convert  fvm  the  (&famk 
of  force. 

BELATED  BY  HERSELF, 
[Tnndatad  for  tlw  Assocunox  MojrrnLT  from  tboCTirOU*  toanqellqut,  pub- 
lished la  Lanuooe,  Switzerland,  by  Mr.  O.  C.  Morte.] 
"  ProTe  all  thing*,  hold  fait  that  which  U  good.**   II  The*.  V :  SI. 

I  was  born  in  France,  of  pious  parents,  whoBe  chief  desire  was 
that  their  children  should  follow  the  path  of  honor  and  virtue. 
For  a  long  time  I  had  only  one  brother,  a  year  younger  than  my- 
self, to  whom  I  was  strongly  attached.  Owing  to  the  delicate 
health  of  our  mother  we  led  a  secluded  and  uneventful  life.  We 
saw  few  visitors ;  indeed,  with  the  exception  of  a  friend  or  two, 
some  good  nuns  and  the  excellent  Abbot  Vial,  we  were  entirely 
alone. 

When  we  had  performed  our  daily  tasks  well,  our  mother  would 
call  us  to  her  bedside,  where  we  listened  with  ever  fresh  interest  to 
the  numerous  stories  with  which  she  knew  how  to  charm  our  child- 
hood and  turn  our  thoughts  toward  the  good.  Many  of  these  made 
no  lasting  impression  on  my  mind  and  others  have  escaped  my 
memory.  Of  one  of  thorn,  however,  I  retain  a  vivid  recollection 
and  as  it  may  show  the  spirit  which  animated  my  parents  in  teach* 
ing  their  children,  I  will  briefly  relate  it. 

A  little  boy  desired  most  earnestly  to  reach  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ;  he  desired,  too,  that  all  his  friends  should  be  with  him 
there.  The  story  recounted  his  struggles  along  a  steep  and  stony 
road  leading  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  on  which  stood  the 
holy  city.  The  road  was  a  lonely  one,  frequented  only  by  wild 
beasts,  and  the  poor  child,  in  addition  to  their  cruel  attacks,  suf- 
fered from  cold  and  heat,  hunger  and  thirst  But  nothing  could 
arrest  his  progress,  for  his  eye  was  constantly  fixed  on  the  goal  of 
his  desire*.  At  last  he  reaches  it,  his  feet  torn  and  his  body  stained 
.  with  blood ;  what  matters  it,  is  he  not  going  to  enter  upon  a  season 
of  rest?  Are  not  his  sufferings  about  to  fall  into  the  stream  of 
oblivion  and  be  supplanted  by  a  joy  ineffable  which  henceforth 
will  be  his  portion  ?  *  *  *  But  he  perceives  that  he  is  alone.  Not 
one  of  his  friends  has  followed  him.  It  is  not  thus  that  he  has 
conceived  of  happiness  and  without  hesitation  he  descends  again, 
to  convince  and  win  those  whom  he  loves.  What  his  new  strug- 
gles were  I  have  forgotten ;  only  when  he  returned  more  bruised 
and  stained  with  blood  than  ever,  he  was  not  alone  and  his  face 
beamed  with  a  heavenly  joy  1  *  *  *  How  we  admired  this  poor 
little  traveler  1  How  much  we  longed  to  be  like  him  and  to  sit 
with  him  in  those  places  so  blessed  and  sheltered  from  the  storm. 

Many  other  stories  were  related  to  us  concerning  Bible  events, 
the  lives  of  the  saints  or  the  legends  of  the  hermits,  and  all  served 
to  increase  our  wonder,  while  they  stimulated  our  youthful  zeal. 
At  the  age  of  seven,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  church 
of  Borne,  I  was  taken  to  the  confessional,  but  I  cannot  remember  the 
impression  that  this  then  made  upon  me.  At  this  period  also  I  be- 
gan to  attend  as  a  day  scholar  the  convent  of  the  nuns  of  the  "  Holy 
Sacrament.''  I  believe  they  bear  this  name  from  the  fact  that  one 
or  another  of  them  is  always  engaged  in  worshipping  before  the 
host  that  is  exposed  In  the  church.  (It  is  said  that  this  host  con- 
tains the  body,  the  blood,  the  soul  and  the  entire  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ) 

The  members  of  the  order  devote  themselves  to  instructing  the 
young  and  to  visiting  the  poor  and  sick.  During  the  four  years 
that  I  spent  there  I  have  seen  most  worthy  acts  of  devotion  and 
self-denial,  which  I  respect  now  as  sincerely  as  I  did  then.  One  of 
the  sisters,  St  Josephine,  who  attended  to  the  distribution  of  med- 
icines and  whom  I  frequently  visited  because  her  unvarying  kind- 
ness attracted  me,  lived  only  among  and  for  the  poor.  It  was  re- 
markable to  see  how  affectionately  each  humble  family  greeted  her 
as  she  passed.  All  knew  that  in  the  hour  of  need  they  would  find 
her  present  to  help  them.  One  would  ask  her  to  come  and  visit 
his  dying  wife,  another  to  care  for  her  sick  husband  or  child  and 
to  all  she  gave  medicines  to  alleviate  the  ills  of  the  body  and  good 
words  to  cheer  the  heart  and  to  raise  above  the  things  of  earth  these 


poor  souls  bowed  down  with  their  daily  cares  and  sorrows.  This 
humble  servant  of ,  her  unhappy  race  is  now  no  more.  It  is  sweet 
to  recall  her  face  so  serious  and  yet  so  sympathetic.  I  love  to  think 
that,  in  spite  of  the  errors  of  her  church,  she  discovered  and  grasp- 
ed by  faith  the  salvation  which  is  in  Jesus.  I  love  to  picture  hei 
among  the  throng  redeemed  by  Christ  rendering  all  glory  to  Him 
to  whom  alone  she  belonged  and  uniting  with  them  in  saying : 
"  Lord,  when  saw  we  thee  an  hungered,  and  fed  thee  t  or  thirsty, 
and  gave  thee  drink  T  ox  naked,  and  clothed  thee  T  Or  when  saw 
we  thee  sick  or  in  prison,  and  came  unto  thee  t"  Such  examples 
of  virtue,  however  imperfect  they  may  be,  have  a  peculiar  attrac- 
tion for  the  tho  young  and  may  be,  in  the  hand  of  God,  a  prepara- 
tion for  better  things.  It  lifts  the  soul  toward  an  ideal  which  It 
cannot  attain,  but  which  is  the  fruit  of  grace  and  is  held  in  reserve 
by  the  Eternal  for  those  who  are  His. 

I  have  known  a  person  converted  from  Romanism  to  Protestant- 
ism, who  thanked  Qod  that  her  indifference  in  youth  made  the 
struggle  attending  her  conversion  less  painful  when  the  truth  was 
revealed  to  her.  Perhaps  it  is  true  as  a  rule,  that  it  is  easier  to 
build  on  open  ground  than  on  that  which  must  first  be  cleared. 
But  for  my  own  part,  I  would  rather  live  in  a  community  where 
religion  is  held  in  honor.  I  am  grateful  to  Q  od  for  all  the  good  that 
I  have  been  able  to  admire  in  the  church  of  Rome,  and  that  when 
it  was  necessary  for  me  to  choose  between  the  Gospel  and  the  re 
ligion  of  my  fathers,  through  the  power  of  the  truth  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  alone,  I  received  strength  to  reject  the  errors  that  were 
then  revealed  to  me.  The  struggle  con  be  and  certainly  has  been 
more  grievous ;  but  that  which  we  acquire  with  pain  and  which 
costs  us  the  most  tears,  becomes  in  the  end  our  most  precious 
treasure.  Divine  love,  too,  employs  for  each  soul  the  means  best 
adapted  to  its  particular  nature.  For  this  reason  no  one  can  insist 
on  another's  adopting  the  course  that  he  has  himself  pursued. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  I  left  the  day  school  that  I  had  been  at- 
tending and  'entered,  as  a  boarding  school  girl,  the  order  of  the 
Visitandines,  where  I  remained  till  I  was  sixteen.  There  were 
twenty-six  scholars  in  all,  coming  from  different  ports  of  France. 
Eight  or  ten  nuns  taught  us  our  lessons  and  they  performed  their 
duties  with  fidelity,  learning  and  piety.  The  order  of  the  Visitan- 
dines, founded  by  Marie  de  Babutin  Chantal,  grandmother  of 
Madame  de  Sevigne,  and  by  Francois  de  Sales,  Archbishop  of  An- 
necy,  is  one  of  the  retreats,  where  ladies  of  rank,  who  wish  to  re- 
nounce the  world,  come  to  devote  themselves,  as  the  saying  is,  "  to 
their  soul's  welfare." 

The  retreat  in  which  I  lived  contained  from  ninety  to  a  hundred 
nuns,  whose  time  was  spent  in  performing  numerous  acts  of  devo- 
tion, in  frequent  prayers  and  in  various  kinds  of  handiwork.  We 
occupied  a  large  house  in  a  beautiful  garden  that  served  as  a 
play-ground,  as  well  as  a  promenade  for  the  nuns.  As  the  order 
of  the  visitandines  was  a  cloister,  neither  we  nor  the  members  oi 
the  order  left  it.  Some  sister  domestics  alone  had  the  right  of  com- 
municating with  the  outside  world,  in  order  to  obtain  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  On  Thursdays  and  Sundays,  our  parents  came  to  see 
us  and  we  received  them  in  a  parlor  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
double  screen  across  which  it  was  difficult  to  reach  the  hand.  It 
was  of  course  impossible  to  embrace  our  friends,  while  the  presence 
of  the  sister  "  Listener  "  (Ecoute)  restrained  effectually  all  confiden- 
tial intercourse.  But  this  was  the  rule ;  it  must  be  obeyed  and 
we  did  not  suffer  very  much  from  it,  for  we  did  not  have  many 
great  secrets  to  communicate.  These  petty  grievances  did  not  seem 
to  HiT-iini-Hi  the  unrestrained  cheerfulness  and  mirth  that  dwelt 
under  our  roof.  Our  teachers  loved  to  see  us  happy,  would  often 
themselves  join  in  our  sports  and  we  found  in  them  a  spirit  ot 
benevolent  interest  Our  life  in  die  convent  was  not  one  of  cold 
and  severe  repression.  We  maintained  our  individual  opinions,  each 
one  holding  to  the  instruction  that  she  had  received  at  home,  and  not 
allowing  herself  to  be  influenced  except  in  a  very  indirect  manner. 
All  the  nuns  were  legitimists,  but  there  were  among  us  adherents 
of  the  republic  of  Louis  Napoleon  and  of  Louis  Philippe,  and 
often  the  discussions  about  their  respective  claims  were  very  lively. 
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Twice  a  week  we  listened  to  a  sermon  delivered  by  the  almoner  of 
the  convent,  of  which  we  were  obliged  to  give  a  written  abstract. 
This  excellent  habit  obliges  a  person  to  pay  close  attention  and 
condense  what  is  said  into  language  clear  and  concise.  Some  of  us 
became  quite  skillful.  One  day  one  of  our  number  had  been 
totally  defeated  in  a  political  discussion.  Vanquished  and  stunned 
by  all  our  arguments,  she  was,  even  in  the  church,  wholly  absorb- 
ed by  thoughts  of  her  recent  discomfiture.  The  almoner,  noticing 
her  abstracted  air,  paused  in  his  sermon  and  addressing  her  asked : 
"  What  are  you  thinking  oft"  Whereupon  she  started  up  quickly 
and  replied :  "  Sir,  my  thoughts  are  my  own  property !"  and  then 
resumed  her  seat  The  scene  is  better  imagined  than  described. 
Nothing  more  was  said,  at  least  in  our  presence,  to  the  refractory 
one ;  but  as  may  be  readily  conjectured,  our  abstracts  of  the  ser- 
mon that  day  were  not  very  full.  All  eyes  were  fixed  with  admira- 
tion upon  our  companion,  who  had,  however,  been  guilty  of  great 
impertinence.  I  mention  this  incident  as  an  evidence  of  the  great 
liberty  we  enjoyed ;  a  liberty  which  increased  our  confidence  in  oar 
teachers  and  our  love  for  them.  Some  of  them,  however,  won  our 
affection'  in  a  special  manner.  Almost  unconsciously  we  divined 
that  they  had  been  urged  into  the  cloister  by  noble  motives  and 
we  recognized  in  them  humble,  tortured  and  burdened  souls,  long- 
ing for  peace  of  mind,  and  seeking  to  overcome  themselves  by 
themselves  in  order  to  find  at  last  Him  who  loved  their  souls  I  For 
such  persons  1  love  to  hope  that  in  spite  of  the  thick  cloud  of  self- 
righteousness  and  error  which  the  church  of  Rome  places  between 
the  Christian  and  his  God,  a  ray  from  the  Sun  of  Righteousness 
will  pierce  the  gloom  and  render  luminous  to  their  enraptured 
gaze  "  the  only  name  under  heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby 
we  must  be  saved."  But  it  is  painful  to  behold  such  sincere  souls 
led  by  blind  guides  far  from  the  way  of  truth. 

It  was  during  the  time  that  I  spent  with  those  sisters  that  the 
fear  of  the  Almighty  took  possession  of  my  soul  They  sought  to 
make  us  understand  how  terrible  a  thing  it  was  for  guilty  sinners 
to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Him  who  is  too  pure  to  look  upon  impurity, 
They  told  of  the  necessity  of  struggling  in  ourselves  to  overcome 
evil  with  good,  they  taught  us  that  "  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  is 
greater  than  he  that  taketh  a  city ;"  in  short,  they  pointed  out  to 
us  the  goal,  but  alas !  they  did  not  show  us  where  we  must  obtain 
the  necessary  strength  to  reach  it.  Every  fifth  day  we  carried  our 
sins  to  the  confessional  and  this  self-examination  brought  inces- 
santly before  our  eyes  the  same  faults,  and  left  upon  our  souls  the 
burden  of  a  continuous  condemnation.  The  pardon  granted  to  us 
by  our  confessor  who  represented  to  us  the  God  of  justice,  would 
ease  our  minds  for  a  short  time,  but  the  same  burden  was  sure  to 
return  upon  us  like  the  stone  that  Sisyphus  was  condemned  ever 
to  roll,  and  which,  upon  reaching  the  top  of  the  mountain,  would 
fall  back  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  culprit.  How  often  during  this 
period  of  my  life  have  I  longed  to  die  upon  leaving  the  communion 
table  for  then  I  could  hope  to  be  "in  a  state  of  grace,"  or  sinless ! 

I  was  tortured  by  a  real  longing  or  craving  after  holiness.  I  fell 
often  but  I  continued  the  struggle,  and  now  and  then  I  gained  a 
transient  victory  that  would  partially  restore  my  courage.  I  re- 
member that  when  about  the  age  of  fifteen,  during  a  vocation  at 
home,  my  father  one  day  after  dinner  invited  some  friends  who 
were  visiting  us  to  end  the  entertainment  of  the  evening  at  the 
opera.  This  was  a  welcome  proposition  to  me.  I  folt  a  strong  de- 
sire to  see  for  once  a  theatrical  performance,  and  so  I  gladly  made 
ready  to  accompany  my  parents.  On  our  woy  to  the  opera  house, 
a  voice  suddenly  whispered  in  my  heart,  "  No  one  can  serve  two 
masters."  But,  "  only  for  once,"  replied  my  desires.  "  Besides," 
represented  Satan,  "your  parents  are  pious ;  under  their  guidance 
you  cannot  go  astray ;  do  you  wish,  then,  young  girl,  to  be  wiser  or 
more  enlightened  than  your  guides  f '  "  He  that  exposeth  himself 
to  temptation  shall  perish  through  it ;"  interposed  conscience ; 
"  You've  gone  too  far,"  murmured  the  natural  heart ; "  they  would 
have  to  escort  you  homo,  you  would  draw  attention  to  yourself,  you 
would  have  the  appearance  of  judging  others."  I  went,  silenced 
and  troubled.    I  had  no  further  desiro  to  seo  the  performance,  yet 


a  false  pride  held  possession  of  me.  At  length  we  reach  the  hall, 
the  tickets  are  bought,  we  mount  a  broad  flight  of  stairs,  which  is 
filled  by  the  crowd  that  accompanies  us ;  a  door  is  opened  and 
we  are  in  anjopera  box.  The  curtain  is  raised,  and  a  rapid  glance 
reveals  to  me  a  fairy  scene ;  some  persons  were  moving  over  a 
place  resplendent  with  light.  Quickly  I  turned  to  my  father  and 
said,  "  I  pray  you  take  me  away."  Perhaps  my  distressed  look 
made  him  fear  that  I  had  been  taken  suddenly  ill.  But  without 
asking  for  an  explanation,  he  led  me  out.  Once  outside  the  build- 
ing I  confessed  to  him  that  I  felt  I  was  doing  wrong  in  remaining 
there,  and  entreated  him  to  take  me  home.  The  readiness  with 
which  he  acceded  to  my  request  is  still  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me. 
"  Ton  should  have  spoken  sooner,"  he  said,  "  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
compel  you  in  this  matter."  And  so  I  returned  home,  having  set 
my  foot  for  the  first  and  last  time  within  the  walls  of  a  theatre." 

This  victory  gave  me  a  little  courage;  I  Baw  that  God  had  sus- 
tained me.  But  alas !  the  strength  which  I  had  received  in  this 
instance,  which  I  consider  an  important' one,  I  was  not  careful  al- 
ways to  seek  for  in  God.  Moreover,  each  hour  brought  its  own 
sins,  that  sufficed  to  trouble  my  conscience  and  deprive  me  of  peace. 
Some  one  will  say,  perhaps  :  "  Is  it,  then,  so  wicked  to  go  once  to 
the  theatre  T  But  this  is  not  the  proper  place  to  debate  the  ques- 
tion. Nor  am  I  called  upon  to  decide  it  for  others.  Each  one  must 
be  responsible  for  his  own  conduct  before  God  and  his  conscience. 
For  myself  I  felt  that  the  desire  for  this  pleasure  would  have  been 
so  lively  and  powerful  in  me,  that  once  started,  I  should  have  gone 
throagh  the  whole  list  of  frivolous  amusements  and  so  have  lost  in 
their  enjoyment  a  taste  for  heavenly  things.  I  was  obliged  then 
to  avoid  the  theatre  and  I  still  believe  that  I  did  well. 

Though  so  much  has  been  said  about  these  inward  troubles  that 
I  endured  they  should  not  give  the  impression  that  the  years  of  my 
school  life  were  entirely  occupied  with  them.  Our  teachers  loved 
to  see  us  cheerful  and  happy,  and  we  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of 
youth. 

Our  regular  studies,  alternating  with  daily  amusements  made 
our  life  a  very  agreeable  one.  We  rose  at  five  o'clock.  A  half-hour 
sufficed  for  dressing,  which  was  done  without  the  aid  of  a  mirror, 
an  object  too  worldly  to  be  tolerated  in  a  cloister.  In  leaving  our 
bed-rooms  we  ranged  ourselves  in  front  of  two  teachers  who  sur- 
veyed us  from  head  to  foot  to  see  that  everything  was  in  order,  and 
nothing  escaped  their  vigilant  eyes.  Thence  we  descended  to  our 
little  chapel,  a  lovely  sanctuary,  into  which  the  light  came  sifted 
by  colored  panes  of  glass  to  fall  upon  a  floor  of  deep  blue  strewn 
with  golden  stars,  and  upon  the  altar  of  the  virgin,  the  protectress 
of  the  convent.  Here  were  read  to  us  a  prayer  and  a  short  medi- 
tation, after  which  we  recited  in  concert,  the  Lord's  prayer  and  an 
"  Ave  Maria,"  and  then  betook  ourselves  to  the  school  room.  On 
fete-days  a  cloud  of  incense  filled  the  chapel,  while  we  chanted : 
"  Incense  divine  perfumes  the  sacred  place 

What  songs  melodious,  what  concerts  sweet ! 
My  heart  is  silent  and  my  soul  at  rest ; 
The  peace  of  heaven  comes  down  this  place  to  greet. 
,  The  church  of  Rome  seeks  to  combine  everything  that  can  cap- 
tivate the  mind  and  charm  the  senses  and  the  imagination  of  youth, 
and  how  can  one  resist  the  lures  and  devices  of  this  enchanter  ? 
How  can  one  help  imagining  that  he  is  on  the  heavenly  road  when 
he  is  so  moved,  and  feels  his  heart  stirred  to  its  very  depths  ? 

The  hour  from  six  to  seven  was  devoted  to  exercises  in  memoriz- 
ing. After  breakfasting  we  attended  mass  in  the  gloomy  chapel  of 
tho  nuns,  This  service  also  addressed  our  souls  in  a  language 
grave  and  stern  I  Our  lessons  lasted  without  interruption  from 
8  o'clock  till  noon ;  we  then  hod  dinner,  during  which  we  listened 
to  the  stories  of  "Good  Rollin,"  which  have  a. real  charm  for  the 
young,  because  every  page  is  characterized  by  the  amiable  and 
frank  disposition  of  that  excellent  man.  The  two  hours  after  din- 
ner we  spent  in  the  play-room  or  the  garden.  Each  one  had  a  little 
plot  of  ground  which  she  hod  the  right  to  cultivate  according  to  her 
own  taste.  It  was  here  that  we  reared  the  flowers  for  adorning 
tho  altar  of  tho  virgin. 

(To  be  conlinucd.) 
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The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  passed  the  following  reso- 
lution :  Resolved. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  As- 
sociations it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Mont  lily 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not  be  con- 
tent until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire 
membership. 

Subscribers  for  tlie  year  1870  are  requested  to 
promptly  renew  their  subscriptions  this  month. 

A  PREMIUM  FOR  EVERY  SUBSCRIBER. 
,  To  any  new  or  old  subscriber  who  sends  us  $1.50  we  will  send 
the  Association  Monthly  for  one  year,  and  also  a  copy — post- 
age prepaid — of  the  New  York  Observer  Yeah  Book  and  Al- 
manac for  1871.  By  a  special  arrangement  we  are  able  to 
furnish  to  our  subscribers  at  half  price,  this  valuable  work, 
which  is  now  in  press  Tho  volume  is  an  almost  indispensable 
compend  of  religious  and  secular  information.  It  has  been  ar- 
ranged and  edited  with  great  care,  and  the  statistics  of  the 
United  States  have  beon  revised  by  latest  returns  from  the 
Census  Bureau  at  Washington.  Besides  statistics  of  the  differ- 
ent denominations  of  Christians  in  tho  world  it  will  contain  a 
complete  Directory  of  Name*  and  Post-office  addressee  of  all  the 
Ministers  of  Hie  several  brandies  of  the  Presbyterian,  Congregation- 
al, Reformed  (Dutch,)  Episcopal,  Lutheran  Reformed  (Oerman^) 
and  United  Brethren  Churches.  The  full  price  of  the  book  is 
$1.00. 


IIOW  TO  BIND  THE  MONTHLY. 
Koch's  patent  self  binder,  full  cloth  sides  with  neat  gilt  side 
stamp,  manufactured  expressly  for  the  "  Association  Monthly  " 
will  bo  furnished  to  subscribers  within  tho  limits  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  one  dollar.  Full 
directions  accompany  each  binder.  No  subscriber*  should  be 
without  one.    Address,  enclosing  one  dollar,  R.  C.  Morse. 

Association  Building  Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  23d  St  N.  Y. 


OFFER  TO  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS. 
Ant  new  Subscriber  dating  his  tearlt  subscription 
from-  July,  1870,  will  be  entitled  to  all  the  back  num- 
bers of  the  paper,  his  Subscription  expiring  with  the 
Monthly  for  June,  1871.  Every  such  subscriber  will  in  this 
way  secure  the  entire  serial  story  of  Mrs.  Prentiss,  and  also  the 
series  of  pictures  of  oar  Association  buildings. 


A  NEW  YEAR  GREETINQ. 

In  wishing  all  our  readers  and  friends  a  Happy  New  Yeai 
we  want  also  to  thank  them  for  the  hearty  support  they  have 
given,  during  the  year  just  gone,  to  this  enterprise  of  the 
American  Associations.  In  General,  State  and  Provincial  con- 
vention the  Monthly  has  been  cordially  endorsed.  In  many 
places  all  over  tho  land  our  members  have  seconded  their  votes 
by  active  effort  in  contributing  to  our  columns,  and  in  securing 
subscribers  We  thank  them  heartily  for  their  brotherly  aid, 
and  their  constant  recognition  of  tho  claim  the  paper  has  upon 
their  support 

We  ask  them  and  all  our  members  to  make  similar  efforts  in 
behalf  of  this  enterprise,  which  is  both  theirs  and  ours,  during 
the  present  year. 

We  shall  be  able  to  make  the  paper  increasingly  interesting 
and  instructive  to  our  readers,  for  many  are  now  eager  to  help 
us  who  a  year  ago  were  indifferent 

Wo  shall  be  able  to  make  our  columns  more  useful  for  we 
hope  and  believe  that  every  president  of  an  association  will  be 
ready  t his  year  to  make  an  efficient  personal  effort  to  extend 
the  circulation  of  the  paper,  while  many  of  our  old  friends  and 
members  are  already  laboring  in  our  behalf.  During  the  last 
month  many  have  written  to  renew,  very  few  to  discontinue 
their  subscriptions. 

Some  have  sent  us  money  to  mail  the  paper  as  An  Associa- 
tion Tract  to  friends  whom  they  desired  to  interest  in  the 
work.  We  therefore  renew  the  offer  made  last  month  r  If  any 
person  will  send  its  one  or  more  names  and  addresses  and  75  cent* 
with  each,  we  will  send  the  paper  for  a  year  to  every  such  address. 

Dedication  of  an  Association  Building  in  Turtle  Creek* 
Pa.  Though  organized  only  a  few  months  ago,  the  Associa- 
tion at  Turtle  Creek  entered  last  November  a  small  but  admir- 
able building  of  their  own.  "  In  beauty,  finish,  and  commodi- 
ousness  "  it  is  declared  to  be  a  model.  The  edifice  was  secured 
by  prompt  effort  by  friends  of  the  cause  in  the  first  enthusiasm 
of  the  movement  in  favor  of  the  organization.  To  Rev.  Mr. 
Taggart,  the  earnest  pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
the  success  of  the  effort  is  largely  due. .  Wc  hope  soon  to  pre- 
sent our  readers  with  a  picture  of  this  building.  It  was  dedi- 
cated Nov.  — ,  with  appropriate  services.  A.  Louis,  Esq.,  the 
president  occupied  the  choir.  Rev.  Messrs.  Taggart  and  Ca- 
ruthcrs  took  part  in  the  introductory  exercises,  and  addresses 
were  made  by  the  following  gentlemen  from  the  Pittsburgh  As- 
sociation :  Messrs.  T.  II.  Rabe,  W.  R.  Jennings,  A.  Denig,  T. 
J.  Gillespie,  H.  A.  Savely  and  W.  H.  Knox. 

The  Story  of  a  Convert  from  the  CnrRcn  of  Rome 
begun  in  our  columns  this  month  will  be  read  with  much  interest. 
No  controversial  bitterness  or  asperity  marks  the  narrative.  The 
tender,  affectionate  feeling  of  the  writer  for  many  in  the  church 
she  has  left  prepares  us  to  give  the  more  heed  and  consideration  to 
her  exposure  of  those  errors  of  Romanism  which  drove  an  earnest 
and  devout  disciple  from  the  church  of  her  parents  and  kindred. 

Rev.  John  B.  Brandt,  corresponding  member  of  the  General 
Executive  Committee  for  tho  State  of  Indiana  has  felt  obliged 
to  resign  this  position,  and  Mr.  M.  B.  Barnard,  of  Indianapolis, 
his  predecessor  in  office,  has  accepted  an  invitation  from  the 
Committee  to  resume  the  duties  of  corresponding  member  for 
tho  Stato  of  Indiana.  

Mr.  Alvaro  F.  Gibbeks,  corresponding  member  for  West 
Virginia  of  the  General  Exccutivo  Committee  of  our  Associa- 
tions, has  removed  from  Parkersburg  to  Charleston  in  that 
state.    Correspondents  will  please  address  him  accordingly. 
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MORE  BUILDING  FUNDS. 
Rapid  progress  has  been  lately  made  by  the  brethren  in 
Schenectady  in  the  accumulation  of  a  building  fund.  The  Pres- 
ident of  the  Association,  Mr.  Nicholas  Cain,  writes : 

"  A  few  weeks  ago  we  made  an  effort  to  secure  a  building  of 
our  own.  A  very  desirable  lot  that  wo  had  thought  of  was  of- 
fered for  sale.  Nine  persons  subscribed  the  amount  of  $12,000, 
Since  then,  other  individuals  have  promised  $4,000  more,  and 
there  is  a  fair  prospect  that  $25,000  will  be  given  in  sums  not 
less  than  $1,000  by  the  first  of  February.  Our  city  contains 
about  12,000  inhabitants,  and  this  movement  has  been  carried 
forward  while  two  large  churches  are  in  course  of  erection  by 
our  Christian  citizens.  But  the  Lord  has  inclined  the  hearts 
of  many  to  give  to  this  new  enterprise  of  the  Association,  and 
we  hope  to  carry  it  forward  with  energy  and  success."  In  an- 
other column  will  be  found  further  details  of  the  plan  of  the 
brethren  in  Schenectady. 

At  Charlotteto  wn,  on  Prince  Edward's  Island,  where  a  stirring 
Provincial  Convention  was  held  last  September,  an  encouraging 
religious  interest  has  prevailed  as  one  result  of  the  efforts  and 
prayers  of  the  brethren.  Under  the  new  impulse  given  to  the 
work,  a  subscription  list  for  the  building  of  a  "  new  Brick  Hall ' 
for  the  Association  was  started.  "  The  first  four  persons  we 
asked, '  writes  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Palmer, "  gave  us  £225  or 
about  $1,100."  With  so  promising  a  commencement  we  look 
for  satisfactory  news  of  the  progress  of  this  enterprise. 

A  large  and  enthusiastic  public  meeting  was  held  by  the  As- 
sociation at  Dunbar,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday  evening  Nov. 
20th.  The  object  was  to  secure  a  suitable  building  for  the  As- 
sociation. James  T.  Paul,  President  of  the  Association  presid- 
ed. Addresses  were  delivered  by  Messrs.  H.  K.  Porter,  C.  Ray, 
and  Thomas  K.  Crcc,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Association.  Great  in- 
terest was  manifested  in  the  object,  and  after  the  meeting  ad- 
journed, two  gentlemen  each  offered  to  donate  a  lot  on  which 
to  erect  a  building  and  one  offered  a  handsome  subscription  in 
addition.  This  is  a  country  Association,  but  the  largo  iron 
works  bring  a  great  number  of  young  men  to  the  place  and 
under  the  influence  of  such  a  society. 

At  Cross  Creek,  "Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  an  effort  is  on  foot  to 
secure  a  building. 
The  building  fund  in  Toronto  has  been  increased  to  $15,000. 


Hon  S.  S.  Fisher,  we  learn  as  we  go  to  press,  has  been  chosen 
president  of  the  association  in  Cincinnati.  Mr.  H.  Thane  Mil- 
ler, the  retiring  president,  was  re-elected  and  urgently  pressed 
to  remain  in  the  position  he  has  so  long  and  honorably  filled. 
Mr.  Miller  declined  only  from  a  conviction  that  he  could  serve 
the  cause  of  the  Association  more  efficiently  by  .taking  this  course 
and  by  enlarging  in  futuro  tho  field  of  his  active  labors. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  till  lately  Commissioner  of  Patents  in  Wash- 
ington. He  is  well  known  as  an  active  and  efficient  friend  of 
our  Associations.  He  receives  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  new  po- 
sition ho  has  accepted. 

Tub  Certificate  of  Life  Membership,  ordered  by  the 
Indianapolis  Covention  has  been  prepared  by  tho  Executive 
Committee.  It  is  an  admirable  and  tastefully  executed  en- 
graving, and  will  be  at  once  finished,  all  associations  receiving 
it  at  the  cost  price,  viz.,  35  cents  a  copy.  The  issue  of  such 
certificates  in  our  various  benevolent  societies  is  found  to  in- 
vite and  attract  donations,  to  constitute  lifo  members.  We 
believe  that  in  this 'instance  a  similar  result  may  be  anticipated. 
Orders  should  be  promptly  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 


New  York,  that  a  truthful  statement  from  us  is  called  for.  On 
the  evening  of  Dec.  21st  as  people  were  assembling  in  the  hall 
to  listen  to  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,  by  the 
leakage  in  a  gass  pipe  the  flooring  between  the  ceiling  of  tho 
hall  and  the  studio  above  was  ignited.  'The  fire  was  very  speedi- 
ly extinguished  by  the  employees  of  the  building,  who  readied 
the  spot  by  cutting  into  the  floor  of  the  studio.  The  firemen 
were  soon  on  the  ground,  but  no  water  was  introduced  by  them 
into  the  building.  The  damage  by  the  accident  was  very 
trifling.  The  lecture  was  postponed,  though  many  of  the  au- 
dience tarried  some  time  in  tho  hall  hoping  that  this  an- 
nouncement might  be  contradicted. 

In  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  at  Columbus  an  association  has 
been  formed,  which,  owing  to  its  peculiar  situation  constitutes 
the  Prison  Church,  the  prisoners  being  admitted  only  after  an  ex- 
amination in  experimental  religion  as  strict  as  would  be  required 
in  any  church.  The  leaders  in  the  movement  desire  to  use  for 
such  members  the  certificates  of  membership  just  issued  by  the 
Executive  committee.  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton  on  learning  of  this  de- 
sire writes ; 

"  With  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  organized  in  the  penitentaries  of  all  our 
states  and  with  certificates  for  the  chaplains  to  use  so  that  each 
prisoner  if  converted  could  come  directly  to  our  association  for 
aid  and  counsel,  untold  good  would  result  I  suppose  there 
are  not  less  than  20,000  prisoners,  mostly  young  men,  in  the 
penitentiaries  of  our  country.  No  organization  in  the  land 
can  do  more  for  them  than  ours." 

Interesting  Annual  reports  of  the  work  in  Toronto,  Ont., 
and  in  Scran  ton  Pa.,  have  been  crowded  out  of  columns  this 
month  and  will  appear  in  our  February  number.  In  that  paper 
also  we  shall  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  the  Boy's  Associa- 
tion in  Hamilton,  Ont. 


Seen  ikflated  reports  have  appeared  in  the  daily  press 
concerning  a  trifling  accident  in  the  "hall  of  the  association  in 


SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONVENTION. 

The  first  pamphlet  report  of  our  recent  conventions  that 
reached  us  this  season  was  entitled  "  Minutes  of  tho  Conven- 
tion of  the  Colored  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
held  in  the  city  of  Columbia,  August  22-24, 1870. 

Eleven  delegates  from  Charleston,  Columbia,  Abbeville,  and 
Winisboro,  seven  corresponding  members,  and-  ten  correspond- 
ing ministers  constituted  the  convention.  Mr.  W.  G.  Myrers, 
of  Columbia  was  chosen  President ;  Rev.  W.  D.  Harris,  Vice- 
President,  and  C.  J.  Carrol  and  W.  R.  Beamer,  Secretaries. 

Practical  discussion  on  various  departments  of  Association 
work  chiefly  occupied  the  sessions  of  the  convention.  Empha- 
sis was  laid  on  the  importance  of  seeking  and  reaching  young 
men  with  the  Gospel  by  the  following  agencies :  (1)  Prayer 
meetings,  (2)  Sunday  Schools.  (3)  Temperance,  (4)  Visitation  of 
sick  and  Destitute,  (5)  day  and  night  schools,  (6)  co-operation 
with  pastors  and  churches  to  promote  union  and  revival.  The 
summary  of  the  reports  of  the  Associations  will  be  found  in 
I  another  column.  The  delegates  separated  with  a  new  interest 
'in  the  work  they  were  seeking  to  carry  on. 

A  State  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Thomas  of 
Charleston,  chairman,  was  appointed  to  extend  the  work  in  the 
State.  

WISCONSIN  AND  PENNSYLVANIA  CONVENTIONa 
The  printed  reports  of  these  two  Conventions  have  been  very 
promptly  prepared  and  have  already  reached  Mr.  H.  J.  Cowles, 
our  corresponding  member  from  Wisconsin,  and  the  president 
of  the  Convention  has  given  careful  attention  to  the  pamphlet 
The  discussions  are  instructively  summarized  and  the  general 
circulation  of  tho  report  will  give  an  impulse  to  Association 
work  throughout  the  State. 

The  Pennsylvania  Report  edited  by  Thomas  K.  Cree 
Chairman  of  tho  State  Executive  Committee,  contains  not  only 
an  admirable  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
at  Scranton,  but  an  instructive  appendix,  entitled  "  Our  Work  " 
and  containing  practical  advice  concerning  the  conduct  of  our 
Associations;  The  rooms,  literature,  library,  prayer,  cot- 
tage, open  air,  monthly  and  annual  meetings,  prison  work, 
alms  house,  finances,  etc.,  etc.,  are  all  treated  of  and  valuable 
suggestions  are  given  growing  out  of  experience  in  Association 
work. 
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SUBJECTS  FOR  CONVERSATION. 

AT  YODNG  MEJj'p  SOCIAL  AND  BELIOI0U8  MEETINGS. 

To  secure  interesting  and  suggestive  topics  for  the  praycr- 
meeting  is  worthy  of  earnest  effort.  The  following  list  of  sub- 
jects have  been  adopted  for  the  use  of  the  weekly  social  relig- 
ious meeting  of  the  Association  in  New  York.  It  will  perhaps 
be  of  servico  to  the  brethren  in  other  places.  We  repeat  with 
urgency  the  request  for  similar  lists  from  other  Associations, 
which  we  made  last  year  when  the  subjects  then  adopted  in  this 
city  were  published  in  our  columns.  We  received  last  winter 
a  number  of  suggestive  responses  and  were  able  to  add  to  to  the 
topics  already  given.  We  hope  for  more  numerous  replies  this 
year.  The  circulation  of  striking  and  suggestive  themes  of  this 
sort  can  hardly  fail  to  be  of  use  and  interest  to  all  at  work  in 
the  prayer  meeting. 


Jan.  S. 


"  12. 
"  19. 
"    26. 

Feb.  2. 

"  ». 
"    M. 

m  jg, 
Mch.  3. 
"  ». 
"  18. 
"    23. 

"  ao. 

*.pr.  «. 

»    18. 

"  SO. 
"    87. 

May  4. 

»    11. 

"    IS. 

"    25. 

Jane  t, 

"     8. 

"    16. 

»    22. 

"    29. 

joir  «. 

"  is. 

"    20. 


a.ng.  8. 


M 

10. 

If 

17. 

t* 

84. 

t* 

SI. 

Sept.  7. 

*» 

14. 

w 

21. 

tl 

28. 

Oct. 

S. 

■» 

12. 

n 

19. 

to 

28. 

Nov 

2. 

n 

9. 

n 

18. 

M 

23. 

ft 

80. 

DOC 

7. 

M 

14. 

M 

21. 

M 

23. 

Turn  tob  this  bat  nr  tub  week  or  Pbatbb  :   The  outpouring 

of  the  Hoi;  Spirit  on  all  who  profess  and  call  themselves  chris- 
tians, for  the  Increase  of  charity  and  affectionate  communion 

and  co-operation  among  all  In  every  land,  who  lore  the  Lord 

Jeans  Christ  In  sincerity."   John  xlT :  18-17 ;  XT :  28  ;  XTi :  7—15. 

1  John  111:  10-18. 
Tub  8tmpatht  or  Jmus.   John  xl:  85.    Matt,  ill :  48— 49. 
Th»  Rion  lux  ABD  Liz  Anus.   Lake  xtI  :  19—81, 
Systematic  EiKinoBKoa.   Matt.  Tl:  1—8;  19— 21.   Luke Tt:  88; 

LCor.xri:  1—4. 
Promise  Mbettxo:  (each  one  Is  expected  to  come  prepared  to 

recite  a  promise  from  the  word  of  God]. 
Til  First  Tnnro.    Jcr.  xxlx :  13.    Matt.  Tl :  83.    Luke  X :  88—12. 
"Lord,  wn  at  wilt  thou  hatb  >b  to  do  ?"  Is.  xIt  :  22.  Acts  lx :  8. 

ProT.  Ill:  5-8. 
"  Aim  Pbtbb."   Mark  xlT :  28-81 ;  66-72 ;  XTl :  1—7. 
"  Cueist  kbbts  Pbtbb  rx  the  like  or  duty."  John  xxl :  1—19. 
"  Comb  axd  Sib ."   John  1 :  48-61. 
"  Look  akd  Lite."   Numb,  xxl :  4-8.   John  111 :  14-15. 
Take  ko  axxious  Thouobt.    Matt.  Tl :  25—84. 
Promise  Mbetcxo :  [each  one  Is  expected  to  come  prepared  to 

recite  a  promise  from  the  word  of  God}. 
Thb  "  Max  or  Bobbows."   Isaiah  LIU.  Matt,  xxvl :  88-83 ;  XXTll : 

11—54. 
Tn«  Risbx  Satioub.  Lake  xxIt:  1—43.  Bom.  It:  25.  I.  Cor.  xt: 

16, 17. 
Wx  either  Lotx  ob  Hatb  Jesus.    Matt.  t1  :  24 ;  ill :  SO. 
Uomelesskkss  or  Jesus.  'Matt.  TO!:  18-20.   JohnTti:  52;  Till: 

1,  2;  xri:  32. 
A  Pbatbb  bob  thb  Bbbthrbx.   Eph.  Ill :  14—21. 
"  Who  shall separate  us  tbom  tub  lotb  or  Christ?"  Bom. 

Till :  85-89.   Jer.  xxx :  8. 
Thb  Asobxsiox.  Pb. LxtUI:  18.  Ep.lY:8— 10.   Luke  xxIt:  50,51. 

Acts  1:1—11. 
God's  Lotb  as  Maxifbstbd  nr  thb  Gift  or  ms  Sob.  Jobn  111 : 

16,17.   Bora,  t:  8.    1  John  It:  9— 10. 
What  THiHK  tb  or  Cubist?   Heb.  Til:  25.  1  John  11:2.  Isaiah 

1.111:  2—6. 
Bbsist  thb  Dbyil.   Jas.lT:  7.  John  Till:  44;  xlll:2.  Uohnlll: 

8.   1  Peter  t:  8-11. 
"  I  will,  bb  thou  oLBAB."   Matt.  Till :  1-4.  1  John  1 :  7. 
Hdmaxitt  or  Christ,    Luke  U:  51,52.   John  It:  6.   Lukexxll: 

89-44.   Heb.  t:  7;  11: 17, 18. 
False  akd  Trub  Prater.   Lnke  xvlil :  9—14. 
Attbaotiok  or  thb  Cross.  John  111 :  14, 15 ;  xll :  82, 33. 
"  Jesus  Bbholdlxo  Him,  Lotbd  HlM."   Mark  x :  17—21. 
"What is toub Lira ?"  Jas. It:  14. 
Vaxitt  or  this  Lite?   Jas.  It:  14.   Ps. clll :  13— 16. 
Tin  Lirz  Etirn  al.   John  111 :  16.    Bom.  It  :  14 ;  t  :  10, 
Tni  Distikt  or  thb  Wicked.   Ps.  lx :  ITS.   Matt,  xxt  :  30.   Ber. 

xxl:  8. 
Blessbdxess  or  thb  Bbdbbhbd.   Bom.  Till:  17, 18.   Philip.  Ul: 

21.   1  John  ill:  2.   BeT.  Til:  18-17;  xxl:  4-7;  xxll:  1-5. 
What  will  tb  do  with  Jesus?   Mark  XT :  12. 
A  Stxp athiziko  Satioub.   Heb.  U :  17,  IS ;  It  :  11—18. 
Moan'  Choice.    Heb.  T :  24-27. 

Thb  Qcbstioh.   Acts  xri :  2J— 34.    Matt,  xlx:  16.   Eph.  11:8. 
Jesus  tub  Bread  or  Lira.   John  ri :  27—85. 
Sblliho)  thb  Birthrioht.    Gen.  xxt  :  27—84.   Heb.  xll :  14—17, 
Jbscs  Stillixo  thb  Tempest.   Matt.  Till :  28—27. 
Thb  Pbodioal  Sob.  Lake  it:  11-42. 
There  Bxhaixeth  A  Best.   Heb.  It.   Job  111:  17. 
Tub  Wages  or  Six.   Bom.  Tl:  28;  U :  8—9.  Isaiah  Lril :  20,21. 
Prohisb  Mbettho:  [each  one  Is  expected  to  come  prepared  to 

recite  a  promise  from  tho  word  of  God]. 
Jesus  the  Master.   John  xlU:  13;  U:  21,25. 
Tne  Womax  or  Samaria,  Coxduot  axd  EebuCT.   John  It:  27— 

80,39—42. 
Thb  CoxsTBAtxixe  Lotb  or  Christ.  2  Cor.  v:  14—21. 
Lira  A  Warfare  ;  Presbxt  Peace  axd  Fikal  Viotort.  Enh, 

Tl:  10-17.   Philip,  iv:  7.    Johnxlv:27.    Rom.  rill:  24-80. 
"  Mot  this  Max,  but  Babaddas."   Mark  xt  :  1—14.   Acta  lit :  14. 
Praise  Meetiko.   [Recitation  of  passages  ol  scripture,  and  tho 

singing  of  songs  of  Praise;. 

A  Litixo  Sacrifice.    Bom.  xll :  1—8. 

"  Thb  Wrath  or  tiib  Lamb."   But.  tI  :  16.    Matt,  Til :  21—28. 
The  Stbuoolb— Tub  Victory.   Boy.  Ill:  5, 12.2L   1  John  t:  4. 
The  Great  OrfEn.    Bout,  xxx:  15—30. 


OUR  POLITICAL  APATHY  AND  FOLLY. 
ADVICE  OP  THOMAS  HUGHES. 

Few,  if  any  Englishmen  on  a  visit  to  this  country,  have  left 
so  favorable  an  impression  as  Mr.  Thomas  Hughes.  He  was 
well  known  to  us  as  the  author  of  "  Tom  Brown  at  Rugby," 
and  as  an  English  scholar  and  politician,  deeply  sympathizing 
with  American  institutions.  But  his  6tay  among  us  has  yet 
further  endeared  him  to  all  whom  he  met,  or  who  came  within 
the  sound  of  his  voice. 

Words  of  counsel  or  criticism  from  such  a  friendly  observer, 
come  with  unusual  force,  and  are  particularly  worthy  of  careful 
attention. 

Speaking'  to  the  students  of  Harvard  College,  he  expressed 
great  surprise  at  the  "  indifference  to  politic*  manifested  by  tJte 
educated  young  men  of  this  country."  In  England,  he  added, 
even  those  college  graduates,  who,  like  himself,  had  their  own 
living  to  get,  never  ceased  to  keep  up  an  active  interest  in 
political  affairs,  and  they  took  an  active  part  as  soon  as  they 
were  able. 

The  remark  of  Mr.  Hughes  applies  not  only  to  the  educated; 
but  with  even  more  force  to  the  christian  young  men  of  the 
nation.  They  are  profoundly  indifferent  to  politics.  A  trivial 
excuse  will  keep  them  from  the  polls.  Both  parties,  they  say, 
are  equally  corrupt.  But  these  grumblers  have  themselves 
suffered  the  management  of  town,  city,  state,  and  national  poli- 
tics to  fall  into  disreputable  hands.  They  then  withdraw  from 
politics,  and  refuse  to  be  politicians ;  as  if  the  disrepute  attach- 
ing to  these  names  was  not  due  to  their  own  guilty  indifference. 
There  is  a  partial  excuse  for  those  who  are  absorbed  in  the  strug- 
gle for  subsistence,  though  even  these  should  discharge  their 
duties  as  citizens.  But  those  whose  apology  is  merely  a  refined 
or  intellectual  or  religious  disgust  at  the  incidents  of  party  poli- 
tics, are  shamefully  inexcusable.  The  parties  and  the  politics 
arc  what  you  have  suffered  them  to  become,  and  till,  as  chris- 
tian, educated  citizens,  you  acknowledge  your  political  responsi- 
bility, no  reform  can  bo  effected. 

How  shall  wo  begin  reform  ?  Begin  at  tbe  nearest  and  most 
trivial  duty.  Your  personal  influence  cannot  probably  at  once 
affect  city,  state,  or  national  elections ;  but  it  may  be  able  to 
affect  the  choice  of  a  candidate  for  office  in  your  ward  or  dis- 
trict. You  know  a  rough  or  a  cheat  is  going  to  stand  for  the 
place.  Speak  to  your  neighbors ;  see  that  this  great  iniquity  at 
your  doors,  and  for  which  your  indifference  makes  you  responsi- 
ble, is  not  achieved  without  solemn  protest  and  active  opposi- 
tion. This  is  one  way  to  begin.  There  are  doubtless  others ; 
adopt  the  one  most  feasible.  But  be  sure  and  begin,  make 
manly,  earnest,  and  conscientious  effort,  you'll  then  be  less  at  a 
loss  what  to  do  next  Let  our  christian  and  educated  young 
men  cast  away  honestly  and  thoroughly  their  unrighteous  and 
unchristian  repugnance  to  politics,  and  we  may  hope  for  the 
dawning  of  a  better  day  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  in  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  in  tho  executive  branches  of  our  govern- 
ment 

Roller  Skatlstg  is  a  wholesome  and  graceful  exercise,  and, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  use  of  skates  on  the  ice,  is  worthy  the  at- 
tention of  all  who  wish  to  adopt  regular  as  well  as  agreeable 
methods  of  physical  training.  Till  our  winters  arc  free  from 
snows  and  thaws,  ice  skating  in  the  open  air  or  oven  in  rinks 
will  be  a  very  unsafe  dependence  for  one  who  is  in  search  of 
regular  exercise.  The  roller  skate,  however,  makes  it  possible 
to  enjoy  this  pastime  within  doors  as  was  admirably  described 
by  Mr.  Plimpton  on  page  312  of  our  November  issue.  The  en- 
terprising formation  of  clubs,  as  he  suggests,  to  introduce  the 
pastime  would  not  only  be  profitable  to  those  undertaking  it 
but  would  also  promote  the  cause  of  physical  culture. 
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QUESTION    DRAWER. 

We  win  gladly  nottrt  for  thta  department  questions  on  subjects  connected  with 
tba  work  of  our  Association! ;  careful  attention  will  be  given  to  replies. 


Q. — In  a  town  of  1,000  inhabitants,  with  three  churches  and 
very  few  Christian  young  men,  how  can  a  minister  start  an  Asso- 
ciation? 

.    Answer  by  Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  at  Wisconsin  Convention. — Get  a 
few  Christian  young  men  to  unite  with  yon  in  establishing  a 
onion  prayer-meeting — at  yonr  own  house,  perhaps.    Then  try 
and  reach  the  unconverted  young  men  of  your  own  congregation 
by  'inviting  them  to  tea  some  time.    Take  this  opportunity  of 
talking  with  them  and  seeking  to  interest  them  in  religion  and 
Christian  work. 
Q. — Bow  shall  we  make  the  monthly  meetings  interesting  t 
Answer  by  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  of  Pittsburgh. — Have  singing  by 
church  choirs,  well  selected  readings,  on  attractive  address,  and 
occasional  discussions  on  some  good  topics.    Strive  to  make  the 
reports  of  committees  pointed  and  interesting. 
Q. — Shall  we  make  sociables  apart  of  our  work  for  young  men  t 
Answer  by  Mr.  P.  B.Simons,  of  Philadelphia.— Yea.    Show  peo- 
ple in  this  way  that  you  have  regard  for  their  temporal  as  well  as 
their  spiritual  welfare. 
Q. — Mow  shall  we  prosecute  Christian  work  in  saloons  f 
Answer  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Belt,  of  Pittsburgh.— Ask  pel-mission  to  go 
in  and  sing.    From  music  you  may  be  able  to  pass  uninterrupted 
to  the  reading  of  Clod's  Word  and  to  prayer.    Try  and  say  some- 
thing to  each  one ;  at  least  give  a  tract  or  cartridge.    You  will 
almost  invariably  bo  well  received. 

Q. — In  our  social  gatlurings  how  shall  we  keep  in  the  ascendant 
the        ritual  purpose  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody — By  having  spiritual  men  attend  them. 
Seek  yourself  to  go  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  you  attend  a  prayer 
meeting,  with  the  some  desire  for  souls.  Social  access  to  men 
gives  us  better  and  larger  opportunities  to  lead  men  to  Christ. 
Therefore  we  lay  hold  of  this  agency.  We  shall  keep  it  subor- 
dinate to  its  spiritual  use  to  the  extent  that  we  are  spiritually 
minded  in  our  improvement  of  the  excellont  opportunity  given  us. 


Tub  Ftji-lsess  of  CnnrsT.  "  It  pleased  the  Father  that  in  Him 
should  all  fullness  dwell."  This  is  the  Beloved  of  our  souls, "  holy, 
harmless,  undented ;"  "  full  of  grace  and  truth ; "  "  full  to  a  suffi- 
ciency, for  every  end  of  grace ;  full,  for  practice,  to  be  an  example 
to  men  and  angels  as  to  obedience ;  full,  to  a  certainty  of  uninter- 
rupted communion  with  God ;  full  to  a  readiness  of  giving  supply 
to  others ;  full,  to  suit  Him  to  all  the  occasions  and  necessities  of 
the  souls  of  men ;  full,  to  a  glory  not  unbecoming  a  subsistence  in 
the  person  of  the  Son  of  God ;  full,  (o  a  perfect  victory  in  trials  over 
all  temptations ;  full,  to  an  exact  correspondency  to  the  whole  law 
of  God ;  full,  to  the  utmost  capacity  of  a  limited,  created,  finite 
nature ;  full,  to  the  greatest  beauty  and  glory  of  a  living  temple  of 
God ;  full,  to  tho  full  pleasure  and  delight  of  the  soul  of  His  Fa- 
ther ;  full,  to  an  everlasting  monument  of  tho  glory  of  God,  in  giv- 
ing such  inconceivable  excellencies  to  the  Son  of  Man." — John 
Owen. 


Youth  act)  Aob.  A  man  who  is  young  in  years  may  be  old  in 
hours,  if  he  have  lost  no  thno ;  but  that  happeneth  rarely.  Gen- 
erally, youth  is  like  the  first  cogitations,  not  so  wise  as  the  sec- 
ond :  for  there  is  a  youth  in  thoughts  as  well  as  age :  and  yet 
the  invention  of  young  men  is  more  lively  than  that  of  old,  and 
imaginations  stream  into  their  minds  bettor,  and,  as  it. were,  more 
divinely. — Lord  Bacon. 

Those  who  act  a  good  example  will  often  correct  tho  faults  of 
others  without  reproving  them. 

It  is  bettor  to  bear  misfortunes  with  patience  than  to  desire  death 
in  order  to  avoid  them. 


Surihutj  from  tjjt  |?Tnijtt  3Mitg. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  onr  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Associations  and  from  alt  lnteresud  In  our  dnlly  or  weeklv  praycr- 
mcctlngs,  wo  will  welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or 
narrated  In  any  of  these  meetings. 


The  Stranger  Befriended  and  Rescued.  A  stronger 
came  here  from  a  Southern  city,  cut  loose  his  church  relationship, 
became  intimate  with  wild  young  men,  and  no  one  ever  suspected 
him  of  being  a  Christian.  An  invitation,  pleasantly  given  by  a 
fellow-boarder,  brought  him  and  a  companion  to  the  Rooms,  and 
to  a  meeting  for  prayer.  Again  he  came  alone,  and  then  to  a 
sympathizing  brother  who  had  shown  his  sympathy  he  unbur- 
dened his  heart,  told  of  the  stirrings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  of  his 
deep  convictions  of  sin,  and  very  soon  he  was  received  into  one 
of  our  churches,  saved  from  a  terrible  life  of  desertion  from  the 
Master. 

One  man,  homeless  in  our  city  and  deeming  himself  utterly 
forsaken,  without  food  for  more  than  two  days  in  the  midst  of 
oar  plenty,  sat  in  our  rooms,  shrinking  from  making  his  condi- 
tion known.  At  last  he  did  so  In  a  note  to  the  leader  of  the 
noonday  prayer  meeting.  The  kind  care  extended  to  him  in  the 
Young  Men's  Home  resulted  in  his  conversion  and  in  his  restora- 
tion to  society  and  to  usefulness.    [Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Pittsburgh]. 

From  the  Saloon  to  tlie  Prayer  Meeting.  One  Sat- 
urday evening  before  our  meeting  some  of  the  brethren  (as  is  their 
custom)  wont  into  a  concert  saloon,  found  two  young  men  to  whom 
the  Lord  led  them  to  speak.  They  seemed  affected  by  what  we 
said,  and  when  we  invited  them  to  the  prayer  meeting  accompanied 
us,  although  one  of  them  was  overheard  to  whisper  to  the  other, 
"  Better  look  out  for  them,  John."  The  meeting  was  very  interest- 
ing some  nine  or  ten  beside  these  two  being  brought  in,  and  every 
brother  had  something  to  say  about  Jesus.  As  the  meeting  pro- 
ceeded one  arose  and  said, "  I  am  a  sinner,  pray  for  me."  Soon  we 
noticed  the  one  who  had  come  in  from  the  saloon  was  deeply  moved. 
He  tried  to  pray  for  himself  and  said  he  felt  oppressed  by  a  heavy 
burden.  We  told  him  Jesus  would  lift  it  if  he  would  believe  in 
Him.  He  replied, "  I  will  believe ;  I  do  believe.  Don't  forget  to 
pray  for  me ;  I  am  so  glad  I  came  here."  That  evening  we  trust 
two  believed  to  the  saving  of  their  souls.  c.  b.  m. 

[Batuiday  evening  Mooting  New  Haven,  Ct] 

"  Never  in  a  Church  for  10  Years."  A  stranger  pass- 
ing by  our  building  one  Sunday  evening  wandered  in  to  see 
what  was  going  on.  He  had  not  entered  a  church  for  more  than 
ten  years.  He  listened  to  the  sermon  and  heard  the  notice  of  our 
Thursday  evening  prayer  meeting,  and  determined  to  go.  It  was 
Thanksgiving  night,  and  before  wo  separated  he  rose  to  oak  the 
prayers  of  the  brethren.  Buying  a  Bible  he  studied  the  word  of 
God.  The  next  Thursday  evening  in  the  meeting  he  said  he  had 
"promised  Jesus  "  if  He  would  pardon  his  sins  that  he  would  come 
and  confess  him  hero  as  his  Lord  and  Redeemer.  That  sacred 
promise  he  now  wanted  to  fulfill,  and  asked  our  prayers  and  sym- 
pathy. He  has  since  become  a  member  of  the  church,  and  is  en- 
tering, we  trust,  on  a  life  of  joyful  experience  of  God's  grace  in 
saving  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  sin. 

[Dally  Prayer  Meeting  of  T.  M.  C.  A.  In  New  York.] 

Look  not  mournfully  into  the  past.  It  comes  not  back  again. 
Wisely  improve  the  present.  It  is  thine.  Go  forth  to  meet  the 
shadowy  future  without  fear  and  with  a  manly  heart. 

The  love  which  does  not  lead  to  labor  will  soon  die  out ;  and  the 
thankfulness  which  does  not  embody  itself  in  sacrifices  is  already 
changing  to  ingratitude." — Hamilton. 

Somebody  has  said :  "  There  are  two  things  about  which  we 
should  never  grumble ;  first,  those  things  which  we  can  prevent, 
and  secondly,  those  things  which  we  cannot  prevent." 

The  sufficiency  of  my  merit  is  to  know  that  my  merit  is  not 
sufficient.— St.  Auqdstimb. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

XT  For  toll  department  we  uk  contribution*  from  toe  brethren  In  til  our  A*- 
v>ciatlona. 

AT  HOME. 
OBSERVANCE  OP  THE  DAT  OP  PRATER. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  second  Lord's  Day  in  last 
November  was  observed  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  our  Associations 
•  throughout  the  world,  much  more  widely  than  any  previous  sim- 
ilar appointment. 

Abroad  early  attention  was  called  to  the  subject.  The  London 
Quarterly  Messenger  of  our  Associations,  for  November,  gives 
prominent  mention  of  the  call  of  our  Committee,  and  urges 
.  prompt  and  general  attention  to  it.  Meetings  were  held  in  con- 
sequence in  many  parts  of  Qreat  Britain.  Particulars  of  each 
have  not  yet  reached  us. 

In  many  of  our  larger  cities  and  smaller  towns,  whence  no 
formal  report  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Committee,  we  learn  in- 
directly of  the  observance  of  the  day.  We  are  able  to  add  to  our 
report  of  last  month  mention  of  the  following  places  which  have 
reported  to  the  Committee.  We  would  urge  the  brethren  who 
have  not  yet  done  so  to  communicate  with  the  Committee  on  this 
subject,  that  a  permanent  record  may  be  made  of  the  results  of 
this  important  appointment. 

At  Brunswick,  Me.,  a  large  public  meeting  was  held, 
lasting  two  hours,  and  at  the  close  a  collection  of  $16.50  was 
taken  up  for  mission  work  along  the  line  of  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

In  Auburn,  Me.,  at  the  union  meeting,  the  necessity  of  a 
building  was  urged  upon  the  brethren.  "  We  are  now  at  work 
raising  funds  for  the  object,  with  a  good  prospect  of  success." 

IFat'erviUe,  Me.,  Morning  and  afternoon  prayer  meetings 
were  held  in  the  rooms. 

At  Waterbury,  Vt.,  union  services,  with  a  formal  and  inter- 
esting programme,  were  held.  Addresses  were  given  on  Associa- 
tion topics  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Bass,  Si  ten,  and  Copeland.  The  annual 
report  of  the  Association,  showing  an  increase  of  thirty  members 
and  a  growth  in  Christian  activity,  was  read.  Ex-Gov.  Dilling- 
ham, the  oldest  member  of  the  Association  (being  seventy-one 
years  of  age)  made  a  vigorous  appeal  to  all  to  engage  more  earn- 
estly in  Christian  work. 

At  Windsor,  Vt.,  the  union  service  was  attended  by  about 
three  hundred  people.  "  The  Association  here  has  aroused  from 
•  almost  death '  to  a  new  hall  and  new  life." 

Brandon,  Ft.  The  union  prayer  meeting  in  the  evening 
was  well  attended. 

Spencer,  Vt.  A  good  union  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the 
afternoon  in  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  Chapel. 

Fair  Haven,  Vt.  Public  meeting  was  held  in  the  rooms 
during  the  afternoon. 

At  Woodstock,  Vt.  on  the  evening  of  November  18th,  the 
annual  meeting  was  held,  the  report  of  the  year  being  read. 

At  Jjaconia,  W.  H.,  two  meetings,  at  9  A.  M.  and  7  1-2  P.M., 
were  held,  and  a  very  earnest  spirit  manifested.  The  rooms  are 
now  open  three  evenings  in  the  week. 

Worcester,  Mass.  Prayer  meeting  at  the  rooms  at  4 1-8 
P.M. 

Orange,  Mass.  Two  prayer  meetings  at  rooms  at  9  A.  M. 
and  6  P.  M. 

At  Qoshen.  N.  Y.,  for  three  years  past  this  day  of  prayer 
has  been  specially  commemorated.  This  year,  in  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  Methodist  church  in  the  even- 
ing, appropriate  sermons  were  preached,  and  much  interest  was 
manifested  in  the  work. 

In  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  "at  the  Sunday  evening  meeting  every 
seat  was  filled  and  every  moment  occupied.  Our  Room  never  be- 
fore held  a  larger  number  at  one  time. 

In  Owego,  JV.  Y.,  "an  interesting  afternoon  prayer  meeting 
was  followed  In  the  evening  by  an  able  sermon  on  our  work  from 
Rev.  S.  T.  Clark." 


In  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  a  crowded  Union  meeting  was  held 
in  one  of  the  largest  churches  of  the  city.  Many  went  away  be- 
cause there  was  no  room  for  them. 

At  Newark,  N.  J.,  a  precious  blessing  was  received  during 
the  day  in  the  conversion  of  one  who  attended  the  meeting  at  the 
Rooms.  Several  also  rose  to  ask  for  prayer.  "  A  spirit  of  awak- 
ened interest  in  religion  is  one  of  the  answers  to  prayer  already 
received." 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  reports  a  good  meeting  at  the  Rooms,  a 
large  meeting  for  the  children  in  the  a'ftemoon,  and  on  immense 
meeting  of  the  Women's  Christian  Association  in  the  evening. 

At  Burgettstown,  Pa,,  a  meeting  in  the  evening  was.  well 
attended  and  marked  by  a  serious  interest. 

At  Altoona,  Pa.,  "an  unusually  good  spirit"  prevailed  in 
the  meeting. 

fn  Delaware,  Ohio,  three  interesting  services  were  held. 
A  ^prayer  meeting  was  held:  at  the  Rooms  from  8  to  8:45  A  M.   At 

6  P.  M.  we  took  charge  of  the  regular  prayer  meeting  of  one  of 
our  leading  churches  and  enjoyed  a  blessed  union  service,  and  at 

7  P.  M.  we  met  in  the  same  church,  nearly  all  the  churches  hav- 
ing transferred  their  service  to  this  building.  The  house  was 
packed.  A  report  from  our  late  State  Convention  was  given  by 
the  President,  and  short,  earnest  addresses  were  made  by  several 
clergymen — one  from  Cincinnati.  It  was  a  blessed  season  and 
we  are  feeling  the  good  effects  of  it.  J.  A  A 

In  Ashland,  Ohio,  "  a  Union  prayer  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon, and  a  union  sermon  in  the  evening,  from  Rev.  Dr.  Pearre, 
on  '  the  success  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A,'  made  the  observance  of  the 
day  prominent  and  interesting." 

At  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  observance  of  the  day  was  followed 
by  a  glorious  Laymen's  Institute,  the  raising  of  $10,000  toward 
a  building  fund,  and  the  organization  of  a  Women's  Christian 
Association.    We  will  give  a  full  account  in  another  number. 

At  HiUsboro,  Ohio,  a  meeting  f  nil  of  promise  was  held. 

InJeffersonvUle,  Ind.,  the  afternoon  prayer  meeting  was 
followed  by  "  a  large  mass  meeting  "  in  the  evening,  where  earn- 
est addresses  in  behalf  of  work  for  young  men  were  made.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  result  will  be  the  invigoration  of  the  Association 
in  that  place. 

From  Lucas,  Ohio,  and  Holliston,  Mass.,  similar  reports  reach 
us. 

University  of  Michigan.  Prayer  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon, a  large  union  service  in  the  evening,  sermon  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Dean,  of  Kalamazoo;  subject,  "Some  conditions  of  successful 
Christian  work."    Address  by  Dr.  Cocker,  of  the  University. 

From  Madison,  Wis.,  Mr.  H.  J.  Cowles  writes :  "  We  are 
greatly  encouraged  and  stimulated  by  the  faithful  observance  of 
the  day  of  prayer. 

At  BocJiester,  Minn.,  the  colored  Association  report  a  prof- 
itable meeting,  and  a  new  interest  in  the  work  they  have  under- 
taken. 

In  Washington,  D.  C,  the  colored  brethren  held  an  encour- 
aging and  interesting  prayer  meeting  in  observance  of  the  day. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES 

" TJiroughout  the  Dominion,"  writes  a  correspondent, 
I  think  the  day  was  very  .generally  and  very  well  observed." 
We  receive  particulars  from  the  following  places: 

At  West  Xtiver,  among  the  results  of  the  observance  of 
the  day,  are  the  beinning  of  a  new  religions  interest,  and  the 
organization  at  Salt  Springs  of  a  new  Association. 

In  Hamilton,  Out.,  vigorous  measures  were  taken  to 
circulate  intelligence  of  the  appointment  of  the  day.  Mr.  George 
A.  Toung,  Vice  President  of  the  Association,  sent  notices  promptly 
to  nine  towns  in  the  vicinity.  A  solemn  united  service  was  held 
in  Hamilton,  at  4  P.  M.,  and  some  six  or  seven  special  sermons 
were  preached  in  the  churches.  From  neighboring  towns  Mr. 
Toung  sends  us  the  following  reports : 

At  Brantford,  the  Ministerial  Conference  took  the  matter 
in  hand  heartily.  Besides  the  services  in  their  churches  six  cler- 
gymen met  with  about  two  hundred  citizens  in  the  afternoon  for 
united  prayer. 

At  Barrie,  a  good  union  prayer  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Rooms.  In  Clifton,  Chippewa,  and  Stamford,  also,  the  day  was 
remembered. 

At  Frome,  a  special  prayer  meeting  was  held  in  the  after- 
noon. 

From  Across  the  Sea  we  learn  that  in  Belfast,  Ireland, 
meetings  were  held  by  the  Association  from  8  to  9  A.  M.,  and 
from  5  to  0  P.  M.,  and  an  encouraging  interest  was  manifested. 
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Promising  Effort  for  a  Building  in  Schenectady, 

N.  ¥.    The  condition  of  the  building  fund  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
is  thus  reported  in  the  Evening  Star  of  that  city : 

"  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  have  already  been  subscribed  by  12 
individuals  for  the  furtherance  of  this  undertaking.  A  lot  has 
been  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  subscribers,  and  others  who 
will  become  subscribers,  on  the  corner  of  State  and  Ferry  streeis. 
The  lot  is  at  present  occupied  by  four  stores  and  is  in  size  55$  feet 
front  and  rear  and  185  feet  deep.  It  is  proposed  to  take  down  the 
present  building,  say  one  year  from  nest  spring,  and  erect  on  the  lot 
a  new  building  full  size  of  the  lot,  making  stores  on  the  first  floor, 
and  on  the  second  floor,  in  front,  gents' reading  room,  Hbrary  room, 
conversation  room,  ladies'  reading  room,  and  a  small  assjuibly 
or  prayer  meeting  room,  and  in  the  rear,  on  tho  same  floor,  a  com- 
modious lecture-  hall,  the  third  floor  for  offices,  etc.  Tho  building 
is  to  be  of  the  most  substantial  kind,  the  probable  cost  about  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  be  raised  by  contributions.  It  is  hoped  that  at 
least  twenty  thousand  dollars  will  be  contributed  by  the  1st  of 
February,  so  that  the  Trustees  can  be  named  or  elected  who  will 
have  full  control  of  the  matter  and  secure  a  charter  by  special  act  of 
the  Legislature  this  winter.  It  is  proposed  that  the  reading  room 
he  free,  so  that  farmers,  mechanics,  and  all  classes,  whether  living 
in  this  city  or  county  are  alike  interested  in  this  most  laudable 
enterprise  to  furnish  for  .our  citizens,  and  especially  for  our  young 
men  a  home,  a  delightful  resort,  a  house  that  beats  the  public 
house,  where  can  be  had  both  intellectual  and  social  enjoyments 
away  from  haunts  of  vice  and  dissipation.  That  this  undertaking 
meets  with  favor  is  sufficiently  attested  by  the  very  liberal  sub- 
scriptions already  received  and  promised.  Farmers  have  gener- 
ously offered  to  send  their  teams  to  draw  stone  or  sand,  mechanics 
to  give  four  or  five  days'  work  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  such  a  build- 
ing, also  many  other  encouragements  have  been  given.  We  hope 
and  pray  that  this  opportunity  for  conferring  a  lastinggood  on  this 
and  future  generations  may  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  those  whom  the 
Lord  has  helped  with  means  to  contribute  toward  it. 


From  Frederick  City,  Md.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Association,  Mr.  H.  K.  Carmack,  writes: 

During  the  summer,  after  the  return  of  our  delegates  from 
Indianapolis,  a  great  work  was  begun  in  the  way  of  open-air 
meetings,  and  through  this  instrumentality  two  houses  of  ill- fame 
were  closed,  and  eight  persons,  some  of  whom  had  been  leading  a 
life  of  crime,  were  brought  to  see  the  ineffable  light  of  the  Gos- 
pel. Opposition,  indeed,  met  us  on  every  hand,  but  this  only 
made  our  rejoicing  over  God's  blessing  upon  us  the  deeper  and 
more  grateful. 

The  Day  of  Prayer  was  profitably  observed.  Thanksgiving 
Day  was  also  cheerfully  commemorated,  for  we  felt  constrained 
to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  congregating  to  offer  praise  that 
wo  had  been  kept  as  an  Association  and  strengthened  during  the 
year. 


New  Movement  in  Portsmouth,  N.  XT.  A  correspond- 
ent from  Portsmouth,  writes:  "  The  Christian  people  of  this  place 
have  of  late  roused  to  the  realization  that  some  new  effort  must 
be  made  to  check  the  alarming  progress  of  iniquity  and  vice  in 
this  community,  and  that  this  must  bo  done  by  some  means  which 
the  church  has  failed  to  use.  Associations  have  again  and  again 
been  formed  hero  but  have  failed  to  be  sustained,  indicating  the 
lamentable  fact  of  the  singular  deficiency  of  the  earnest,  working 
spirit  among  the  young  men  of  the  churches  of  this  city. 

But  a  new  interest  has  been  awakened  and  has  resulted  in  the 
formation  of  two  societies,  one  under  Unitarian  and  the  other  Evan- 
gelical auspices.  Those  interested  in  the  latter  determined  that 
this  should  be  an  Association  distinctly  Christian.  Accordingly  in 
November  a  meeting  was  called  to  consider  the  expediency  of  such 
an  enterprise  and  was  presided  over  by  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Clark,  Jr., 
rector'of  the  Episcopal  church.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was  so 
favorable  that  means  were  immediately  taken  to  put  the  Associa- 
tion on  a  firm  footing ;  the  constitution  recommended  by  tho  State 
Convention  was  adopted.  At  the  meeting  held  December  7th, 
Fleury  A.Ycaton,  Esq.,  was  chosen  President." 

Tliree  Tears  of  Active  Work.    A  correspondent  writes 

from  Goshen,  N.  Y. : 

• 

"Our  Association  has  done  the  greatest  work  for  young  men 
ever  accomplished  in  this  place.  Our  prayer  meetings  are  largely 
attended  every  week  and  have  been  held  every  Friday  evening  for 
three  years  without  one  single  failure.  Oftentimes  when  the 
weather  is  most  unfavorable  our  meetings  are  of  moro  than  usual 
interest.  Our  young  men  neglect  all  other  places  for  their  meet- 
ings. Thus  our  influence  is  growing  in  the  community.  Youngmcn 
who  a  few  years  ago  wero  all  taken  up  with  other  matters  are  now 
active  in  our  prayer  meetings.  Our  library  and  reading  room  is 
well  patronized.  Lawyers,  merchants  and  mechanics,  as  well  as 
the  young  farmers  in  the  outskirts  of  our  villago  all  work  with 
seal,  and  God  is  blessing  our  efforts.  C.  B.  II. 


Colored  Associations  in  South  Carolina  At  tho  South 
Carolina  State  Convention  of  colored  Associations,  reported  in  an- 
other column,  the  following  accounts  of  the  different  Associations 
were  given : 

Charleston.  Prayer  meetings  well  attended.  A  number  of 
conversions  reported.  This  is  the  oldest  Association  in  the  State, 
being  five  years  old,  and  it  has  forty -two  members. 

In  Abbeville  County-  three  Associations  exist — one  at  Abbe- 
ville C.  H.,  with  fifty-five  members,  another  at  Tabernacle,  with 
forty-five  members,  and  a  third  at  Pleasant  Hill,  with  twelve 
members. 

In  Columbia,  with  forty-nine  members,  and  well-sustained 
monthly  and  weekly  meetings,  the  Association  is  at  work  carrying 
on  two  Sunday  schools — one  of  these  in  the  State  Penitentiary. 

Winnsboro  has  a  small  Association  lately  roused  to  a  fresh 
interest  in  the  work. 


T/ie  Burgettstown  Convention.  A  Convention  was  held 
in  Burgettstown,  Washington  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  December 
8th,  lasting  during  the  day  and  evening,  and  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  the  Candor,  Cross  Creek  and  Burgettstown  Associa- 
tions. The  exercises  throughout  were  marked  by  interest  and 
the  undivided  attention  not  only  of  the  young  men  of  these  Asso- 
ciations, but  of  the  citizens  of  Burgettstown  and  surrounding 
country.  By  earnest  request  of  the  young  brethren  there,  two 
active  members  of  the  Pittsburgh  Association  went  out  for  the 
evening  meeting.  -  These  two  brethren,  William  Johnson  and 
John  Morrow,  were  warmly  greeted  and  most  cordially  welcomed. 
Their  addresses,  together  with  those  of  Rev.  Mr.  Fredericks  and 
a  clergymen  from  Florence,  were  listened  to  with  a  silence  and 
solemnity  betokening  the  presence  of  the  Spirit.  Subjects  dis- 
cussed :  "  The  relation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
to  the  Community  and  the  Church,"  and  "  Individual  Responsi- 
bility." 

Getting  Over  the  Measles.  Before  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, Marblehead  was  as  large  as  Boston ;  the  struggle  for  inde- 
pendence and  also  the  war  of  1812  damaged  our  fisheries,  and  wo 
have  never  recovered.  We  have  now  over  7,000  inhabitants  with 
an  Association  of  on'y  50  active  members.  At  our  late  State  Con- 
vention, Mr.  Moody  of  Chicago,  told  us  that  tho  Associations  in 
Massachusetts  were  just  getting  over  the  measles.  The  remark 
applied  to  us  exactly.  When  the  corresponding  member  of  our 
State  visited  us  in  August  last  we  had  the  disease  badly  but  we  got 
over  it  before  long,  and  held  for  the  i  est  of  the  season  open  air 
meetings  which  were  largely  attended.  We  have  rooms,  and 
ought  to  have  a  building ;  we  sustain  prayer  meetings  not  only  at 
our  rooms  but  also  in  an  engine  house  every  Sunday  night.  Both 
services  are  very  interesting.  A  literary  and  debating  class  every 
week  is  well  carried  on. 

We  have  carried  the  Word  of  God  in  some  shape  into  every  liquor 
and  billiard  saloon  in  town,  using  generally  a  leaflet  with  the  16th 
and  17th  verses  of  John  in  large  print.  Most  all  our  working 
members  use  the  "Y.  M.  C.  A.  cartridges  and  like  them  very  much. 
Wo  are  looking  forward  to  the  year  1871  with  great  hope. 

Chas.  P.  Wellman,  Secretary. 
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GROWTH  AND  PROGRESS  IN  PITTSBURGH. 
The  story  of  the  year's  work  in  Pittsburgh  is  very  instructive, 
and  we  give  the  following  extracts  from  the  late  annual  address 
of  the  President,  Mr.  H  K.  Porter,  which  was  read  at  the  annual 
meeting,  Nov.  15.  On  all  the  subjects  referred  to  they  convey 
suggestions  of  an  exceedingly  practical  and  valuable  sort : 

ONE  MAN  SET  APART  TO  THE  WORK. 

The  management  of  our  affairs  is  vested  in  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, whose  meetings  the  post  year  have  been  unusually  well 
attended.  But  the  Board  has  always  felt  that  the  efficiency  of 
the  Association  must  depend  chiefly  on  the  Superintendent.  They 
have  been  thankful,  therefore,  that  their  invitation  to  this  place 
was  accepted  by  their  present  Secretary.  [Mr.  Thos.  K.  Creo.] 
With  a  thorough  business  training  that  had  already  secured  him 
success  in  private  business,  with  bright  commercial  prospects 
open  before  him,  he  has  taken  a  place  by  no  means  lucrative,  and 
is  performing  an  amount  of  work  that  is  amazing,  with  rare  skill 
and  effectiveness. 

MONET  EASILY  RAISED. 

Contributions  to  defray  our  expenses  have  been  generously 
made.  The  day  after  our  but  annual  meeting  a  lady  came  to  one 
of  our  Board  and  asked  for  the  return  of  her  pledge  of  the  previ- 
ous evening,  that  she  might  increase  her  gift  twenty  fold.  She 
has  made  the  same  generous  contribution  for  the  coming  year.  A 
gentleman  declined  paying  his  annual  fee  for  membership  of  one 
dollar,  as  he  preferred  to  make,  out  of  hard  earnings,  a  gift  many 
times  larger.  A  street  car  conductor,  unable  to  bring  enough  for 
the  membership  fee,  brought  what  he  could.  These  and  many 
other  similar  incidents  have  proved  how  deep  and  general  is  the 
sympathy  felt  in  our  work. 

[This  readiness  to  contribute  is  of  course  due  to  a  general  con- 
viction of  the  energetic  efficiency  of  the  brethren  in  their  work, 
and  this  is  invariably  a  sure  basis  of  financial  success. — Ed.] 

THE  MINIBTRY,  BERKON8,  AND  LECTURES. 

The  same  cordial  response  has  come  from  the  ministry.  In  our 
prayer  and  out-door  meetings,  as  well  as  in  meetings  away  from 
home,  and  especially  in  sermons  to  young  men,  they  have  always 
shown  themselves  ready  to  give  thought,  and  labor,  and  time,  to 
forward  our  projects.  This  series  of  sermons  to  young  men 
preached  in  the  church  of  which  the  minister  is  pastor,  is  a  new 
feature  in  the  work  of  the  year,  and  one  whose  value  is  not  easily 
overestimated.  Akin  to  this,  and  yet  without  the  strictly  relig- 
ious element,  is  the  series  of  lectures,  readings,  and  concerts  given 
in  the  spring,  and  soon  to  be  begun  again.  These  entertainments 
have  made  our  rooms  very  attractive,  and  large  audiences  have 
invariably  greeted  speakers  and  singers. 

THE  FREE  LIBRARY. 

For  the  present  the  aim  of  the  committee  is  to  select  books  for 
this  library  that  shall  be  of  special  value  to  ministers  and  Sab- 
bath school  teachers,  while  not  overlooking  entirely  other  depart- 
ments, and  especially  books  that  present  in  popular  style  the 
great  mass  of  important  information  unlocked  by  the  scientific 
and  historical  researches  of  the  time.  Till  it  has  attained  suffi- 
cient size  to  throw  open  for  general  circulation,  it  will  be  mainly 
a  library  of  reference. 

SEVENTEEN  ASSOCIATIONS  ORGANIZED. 

The  influence  of  the  Association  has  not  been  limited,  however, 
to  city  boundaries.  To  secure  the  organization  of  associations  in 
neighboring  towns,  a  special  committee  was  appointed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  They  are  able  to  report,  as  a  partial  result, 
the  organization  of  seventeen  associations. 

THE  YOUNG  HEN'S  HOME. 

This  is  an  institution  to  which  we  are  intimately  allied,  but  to 
the  conduct  of  which  we  can  make  no  claim.  But  little  known, 
comparatively  few  contributions  being  received  for  it  except  from 
the  few  large  givers  who  have  never  suffered  it  to  want,  It  is  do- 
ing a  work  of  charity  far  surpassing  in  extent  any  other  institu- 


tion of  the  kind  in  our  city.  If  fully  understood  by  our  citizens, 
and  properly  encouraged,  it  would  with  utmost  economy  provide 
for  every  needy  man  in  our  city,  and  do  away  with  street  beggary 
so  far  as  men  are  concerned.  It  has  been  of  the  very  greatest 
benefit  to  the  Association,  giving  a  practical  exemplification  of 
our  theories,  and  by  its  shelter  and  provision  for  the  body,  illus- 
trating the  gospel  of  good-will  toward  men. 

THE  SPIRITUAL  WORK. 

For  months,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  was  marked 
religious  feeling  among  our  members.  All  the  meetings  ever 
carried  on  before  have  been  continued ;  a  Bible  class  at  the  Sol- 
diers' Homo,  and  many  new  cottage  prayer  meetings  were  held 
throughout  the  winter.  Wo  have  never  made  a  statement  of  the 
number  hopefully  converted,  as  from  the  nature  of  our  situation 
it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  this  with  any  satisfactory  definiteness. 
Nor  have  we  deemed  it  specially  important  for  us  to  know  all  the 
results  of  the  work.  At  a  recent  meeting  one  of  the  speakers 
had  been  reclaimed  from  a  godless,  wretched  life  during  the  year. 
Another,  whose  thoughts  had  been  turned  to  Christ  at  one  of  our 
cottage  meetings,  reported  another  cottage  meeting  which  he  was 
conducting.  Another  convert  is  now  studying  for  the  ministry. 
And,  as  an  evidence  of  the  extent  of  our  work,  we  may  mention 
that  at  that  meeting  reports  were  given  for  the  five  preceding 
weeks,  which  were  by  no  means  exceptional,  showing  an  aggre- 
gate of  180  meetings.  Three  of  our  number  have  been  impelled 
to  devote  themselves  exclusively  to  the  preaching  of  the  word, 
and  are  now  engaged  in  their  studies. 

Interesting  Annual  Sleeting  in  Philadelphia.    The 

16th  anniversary  of  the  Association  in  Philadelphia  was  held 
Tuesday  evening,  November  29, 1870  in  the  Academy  of  Music 
a.  large  and  appreciative  audience,  including  some  of  the  best  men 
in  the  city  was  present.  John  Wann  maker,  Esq.,  the  newly  elected 
president  of  the  Association  occupied  the  chair.  Addresses  were 
made  by  Messrs.  P.  B  Simmons,  who  for  the  past  eight  years  has 
presided  over  the  Association  with  rare  fidelity  and  efficiency ;  W. 
E.  Dodge,  Jr.  oi  New  York,  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  and  by 
Rev  Mr.  J  agger,  Rector  of  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Philadelphia. 

Messrs.  Dodge  and  Miller,  each  in  his  own  style,  capitally  illus- 
trated, by  the  narrative  of  actual  events,  tha  workings  of  the  Asso- 
ciations to  which  they  respectively  belonged ;  and  the  whole  char- 
acter of  the  exercises  were  such  as  to  impress  the  audience  with  a 
deep  sense  of  the  importance  and  necessity  of  the  work  of  T.  M.  C. 
Associations. 

The  annual  report  contains  the  following  encouraging  items: 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Active,  1,319 ;  associate  1,474  ;  life  and  sustaining,  463.  Total 
»,255. 

THE  LIBRARY. 

A  liberal  answer  to  an  appeal  for  funds  to  purchase  a  library  has 
enabled  the  Library  Committee  to  secure  about  4,000  additional 
volumes.  The  reading  room  is  much  frequented  but  the  need  of 
larger  accommodations  is  deeply  felt. 

The  literary  society,  class's  for  penmanship,  vocal  music,  elocu- . 
tion,  French  and  German,  the  scientific  lectures,  weekly  prayer- 
meetings,  monthly  Association  meetings,  sociables  and  tempeiance 
meeting  have  all  teen  well  sustained. 

SPECIAL  SPIRITUAL  WORK. 

The  results  of  a  special  meeting  held  hurt  April  to  perfect  plans 
for  canying  out  the  work  of  the  Association  are  reported  as  fal- 
lows: 

"  During  the  post  year  275  open  air  meetings  have  been  held  1  n 
25  section*  of  our  city,  each  district  being  under  the  charge  of  a 
special  superintendent.  We  have  distributed  at  these  meetings 
over  150,000  Tracts,  with  Hymns  for  the  occasion,  printed  upon  the 
bock.  Our  several  reports  show  most  encouraging  results  from 
those  open  air  meetings,  and  a  number  of  conversions  have  been 
reported. 
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The  meetings  bare  been  held  on  our  public  squares  and  main 
thoroughfares.  We  have  endeavored  to  teach  the  simple  truths 
of  the  religion  of  Christ.  We  here  express  our  thanks  to  the 
clergy  of  Philadelphia  for  their  valuable  assistance — some  of  whom 
have  aided  us  every  Sabbath. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  has  been  about  four  hundred — 
and  thus  ten  thousand  persons,  nearly  all  of  whom  absent  them- 
selves from  the  bouse  of  God,  have  been  reached.  Great  care  has 
been  exercised  that  these  meetings  should  not  interfere  with  ser- 
vices in  the  churches— the  hours  being  always  fixed  at  times  when  no 
preaching  was  going  on  in  the  neighboring  churches — though  the 
attendance  generally  was  made  up  of  strollers  and  others  not  in  the 
liabit  of  attending  worship.  We  trust  that  the  seed  thus  scattered 
broadcast  throughout  our  city  will  be  blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
bringing  souls  to  Christ." 

SOCIAL  CUP  OF  TEA. 

"Tho  business  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Managers  are  held 
monthly  to  devise  plans  for  the  promotion  and  extension  of  work 
among  members.  Being  active  business  men,  and  many  of  them 
residing  long  distances  from  the  Booms,  they  come  directly  from 
their  business  and  take  a  social  cup  of  tea,  the  expense  of  which  is 
not  paid  by  the  Association,  but  made  up  by  the  subscriptions  of 
the  members  of  the  Board ;  and  by  this  plan  the  whole  evening  is 
secured  for  the  transaction  of  business  of  the  Association." 

ENDORSED  BY   100  MINISTERS. 

"  Recently  invitations  were  extended  to  the  pastors  of  all  evan- 
gelical denominations  in  our  city,  inviting  them  to  a  social  gather- 
ing at  our  Rooms,  that  they  might  fully  understand  our  plans,  and 
aid  us  by  their  counsel  and  advice.  Over  one  hundred  pastors  met 
with  our  Board  of  Managers  on  that  occasion.  After  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Library  and  Rooms  and  free  interchange  of  views  fol- 
lowed by  pertinent  addresses  and  responses  by  our  own  members, 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  declaring  the'  Association 
"  a  valuable  aid  to  Christian  pastors,"  and  "  an  important  part  of 
the  working  force  of  the  church,"  and  commending  our  work  to 
"  the  cordial  sympathy  and  hearty  cooperation  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Christian  church  and  good  citizens  generally." 
COLORED  T.  If.  C.  A. 

"  Our  Board  of  Managers  have  contributed  personally  to  the  pur. 
chase  of  furniture  and  fitting  up  a  house  in  Lombard  Street  for 
the  "  Young  Men's  Union  Christian  Association,"  to  work  among 
the  colored  young  men  of  our  city.  'Fine,  large  rooms  in  a  good 
location  have  been  secured,  and  a  great  and  new  field  of  usefulness 
is  opened." 

27te  Good  Work  in  Toledo.  Anotlter  Layman's  In- 
stitute and  Building  Fund.  "  The  second  Sabbath  in  Nov- 
ember was  observed  here  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Indianapolis  Convention.  Wo  had  a  union  meeting  such  as 
this  city  has  never  had  before — for  numbers  and  earnestness.  Fol- 
lowing this — beginning  on  Wednesday  evening  Nov.  16th,  wore 
the  meetings  of  our  Laymen's  Institute,  two  sessions  each  day  for 
four  days,  closing  on  the  evening  of  the  Lord's  day.  Mr.  E.  A. 
Burnell  of  Aurora  was  with  us,  and  at  one  session  remarked  that 
it  was  one  of  the  best  institutes  he  had  attended.  God  indeed 
seemed  to  be  answering  the  prayers  of  his  children.  The  meetings 
were  largely  attended  notwithstanding  the  inclement  weather,  and 
Christian  business  men  were  awakened  to  see  the  importance  of 
the  work  before  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  At  the 
close  of  the  Institute  voluntary  subscriptions  amounting  to  over 
$10,000  were  made  towards  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  Asso- 
ciation. This  movement  was  started  by  one  Christian  lady  and 
seconded  by  another  when  the  brethren  aroused  themselves  and 
the  above  amount  was  pledged.  This  matter  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee  to  canvass  the  city,  with  the  view  of  raising  $100,000 
for  ground  and  building.  Tho  plan  is  to  have  subscriptions  paid 
in  five  annual  installments.    We  feel  sure  of  success.    Tho  Cbris- 
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tian  women  have  been  prompted  to  organize  since  the  institute  a 
Woman's  Association  and  have  elected  their  officers  as  follows : 
President,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Barlow ;  first  Vice-President,  Mrs.  George  E. 
Pomeroy ;  2nd  Vice-President,  Mrs.  M.  N.  Buck ;  Cor.  Sec  Miss 
E.  M.  Roys,  Rec.  Sec.  Mrs.  B.  A.  Bishop ;  Treae.,  Miss  Phoebe  Wa- 
terman. 

At  the  regular  business  meeting  of  the  Association  the  0th  Inst., 
by  special  invitation  tho  Woman's  Association  met  with  us  and  to 
our  surprise  they  outnumbered  us.  In  behalf  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
Pres.  Douglass  welcomed  them.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Barlow  responded. 
Prayer  was  then  offered  for  God's  blessing  to  rest  upon  this  new 
union,  that  it  may  prove  a  source  of  strength  to  both  organizations 
and  a  mighty  power  in  this  city  for  the  advancement  of  the  Re- 
deemer's kingdom.  On  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  was  with 
us  and  we  feel  that  the  interests  of  our  Associational  work  have 
been  greatly  advanced  by  his  visit.  Also  by  the  presence  of  Maj. 
H.  P.  Lloyd  who  accompanied  Bro.  Miller.  On  the  morning  of  the 
8th  inst.,  they  addressed  the  Women's  Association. 

Henry  l.  Phelps,  Secretary. 


WOMEN'S    ASSOCIATIONS. 

Tlie  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Women's  Christian 
Association,  of  Portland,  Me.,  was  held  Dec.  9th,  and  an  encour- 
aging report  was  read  of  good  wrought  in  the  four  departments 
of  their  work,  viz :  Visiting  with  tract  distribution,  Relief,  Em- 
ployment, and  Instruction.  The  details  of  these  labors  have  not 
yet  reached  us.  Addresses  warmly  advocating  the  cause  of  the 
Association  were  made  by  Dr.  Carruthers  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Small, 
Luce,  Fenn,  and  Hincks. 

The  New  Association  in  Philadelphia,  Fenn. 
At  the  late  anniversary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Philadelphia,  Mr. 
H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he 
advocated  the  formation  of  a  Woman  Christian  Association.  In 
consequence  of  his  remarks  a  meeting  was  held  the  following 
day  at  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  and  a  representative  ap- 
pointed from  each  of  the  evangelical  churches  in  the  city  to  effect 
an  organization.  In  consequence  of  this  a  meeting  of  about  100 
lady  delegates  was  held  at  the  same  church  on  the  80th  of  No- 
vember, Mr.  John  Wanamaker,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in 
the  chair.  A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  agreed  to  and  these 
were  ratified  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  Tabernacle  Baptist 
Church,  on  the  evening  of  Dec  12th.  At  this  public  meeting 
earnest  addresses  wore  made  by  Mr.  Wanamaker,  Rev.  J.  Spencer 
Eennard,  Bishop  W.  B.  Stevens,  Rev.  J.  L.  Witherow.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected : 

President.    Mrs.  J.  Spencer  Eennard. 

Vice-President*.  Episcopalian,  Mrs.  A.  F.  Lex,  2032  Chesnut 
street;  Presbyterian,  Miss  Elizabeth  N.  Brown;  Congregational, 
Mrs.  E.  Elwell ;  Baptist,  Mrs.  Anna  Lewis ;  Lutheran,  Mrs.  Hut- 
ter;  Independent,  Mrs.  John  C.  Hunter. 

Recording  Secretary.    Miss  Shipley,  Friends. 

Corresponding  Secretary.    Mrs.  Dr.  Carrow,  Methodist. 

Treasurer.    Miss  Susan  Linnard,  Baptist. 

Mr.  William  Bucknell,  who  has  for  a  long  time  been  maturing 
a  plan  for  improving  the  condition  of  working  women,  has  pledged 
$5,000  toward  the  erection  of  a  Home  for  Working  Women  in 
Philadelphia. 

Tlie  First  Anniversary  of  the  Women's  Christian  Associ- 
ation of  Louisville,  Ey..  was  held  Dec.  15th  in  that  city.  The  report 
shows  that  during  the  year  just  closed  $2,800  had  been  raised,  and 
$800  more  pledged  toward  securing  a  Working  Women's  Home. 
The  Board  of  Managers  consisting  of  thirty,  ladies  and  the  Board 
of  Trustees  composed  of  seven  gentlemen  were  re-elected.  An  ap- 
peal was  made  for  the  speedy  establishment  of  the  Home  and  amid 
much  enthusiasm  the  furnishing  of  eight  rooms  was  pledged  by 
five  churches  and  by  the  lawyers,  physicians  and  ministers  of  Louis- 
ville respectively.  On  the  spot  $61.00  was  raised  toward  furnish- 
ing the  parlor  and  working  room  of  the  Home,  and  the  audience 
dispersed  feeling  that  the  establishment  of  this  much  needed  in- 
stitution had  been  fully  decided  upon. 
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Jfews  of  Associations. 


Five  Institutions  in  one  Association.  At  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  on  Not.  20,  was  celebrated  the  third  anniversary  of  the  Wo- 
men's Christian  Association. 

The  Association  consists  of  five  organizations :  The  Temporary 
Home  for  Destitute  Women ;  the  Christian  Home  for  Women ; 
the  Boarding  House  for  Working  Women,  and  the  Industrial 
School.    The  anniversary  exercises  were  very  interesting. 

The  Hon.  Robert  McKnight  read  the  report  for  the  last  year. 

The  work  done  this  year  is  as  follows :  144  reports  received ; 
5,683  families  visited;  1,007  families  attend  church;  1,884  chil- 
dren, and^ll  of  112  other  families  go  to  Sabbath  School,  and  470 
do  not;  11,008  English  tracts,  8,273  English  papers,  8C3  German 
tracts,  and  3G7  German  papers  have  been  distributed. 

The  "Springfield  Mission  Sabbath  School"  in  the  Twelfth 
ward  still  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  scholars. 

Tho  "  Christian  Home  for  Women,"  upon  tho  property  at  Wil- 
kinsburg,  donated  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  Kelloy,  will  bo  built, 
it  is  hoped,  the  present  year,  at  a  cost  of  $12,000. 

At  Toledo,  Ohio,  An  Association  composed  of  active  and 
efficient  Christian  ladies  who  enter  into  the  work  with  enthusiasm, 
was  recently  formed.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Barlow  was  chosen  President, 
and  Miss  E.  M.  Boys,  Corresponding  Secretary,  On  the  morning 
of  Dec.  8,  a  large  meeting  of  the  ladies  interested  in  this  enterprise 
was  held  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Booms  in  Toledo,  and  Mr.  H.  Thane 
Miller,  and  Major  H.  P.  Lloyd  of  Cincinnati,  mode  instructive  ad- 
dresses on  the  field  of  labor  peculiar  to  the  Women's  Christian  As- 
sociations. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 


Tlie  Nineteenth  Year  in  Montreal.  At  tho  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  in  Montreal,  November  22,  the  interesting 
report  ot  Mr.  Alfred  Sandham  contained  the  following  facts: 

The  membership  is  now  624,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  74. 
A  perfect  system  of  registration  has  been  adopted,  and  every  new 
member  is  now  required  to  sign  tho  constitution  and  by-laws. 
The  rooms  (in  the  Bible  House)  ore  very  comfortable,  and  have 
been  thoroughly  renovated.  The  average  daily  attendance  has 
been  over  120  (exclusive  of  meetings). 

Tlie  Reading  Room  and  Library  havo  been  well  fre- 
quented. The  Reference  Library,  designed  for  Sunday  School 
teachers,  has  been  much  consulted. 

For  Employment  about  COO  young  men  have  mado  applica- 
tion; 08  situations  were. secured  for  these;  213  were  directed  to 
boarding  places ;  46  have  been  aided  to  remove  to  other  cities 
where  employment  had  been  secured. 

The  Weekly  meetings  havo  been  weU  sustained.  To  reach 
the  many  who  wander  along,  the  streets,  a  number  of  young 
men  started  out  each  Tuesday  evening,  and  posted  themselves  at 
the  corner  of  Victoria  Square  and  of  the  streets  leading  to  the 
Rooms,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  young  man  passing,  by  a 
small  hand-bill  containing  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  meeting. 
In  this  way  a  great  many  were  induced  to  attend.  As  in  other 
departments,  this  branch  of  the  Society's  operations  was  rendered 
more  successful  by  aid  and  counsel  given  by  the  ministers  of  the 
city. 

In  the  Sunday  Evening  and  Sunday  Afternoon  Meetings  an  in- 
creasing interest  is  apparent,  especially  in  the  latter. 

On  the  Second  Sabbath  in  November,  in  nineteen  of  the  city 
churches,  special  sermons  were  preached  to  young  men,  and 
many  earnest  prayers  ascended  to  Heaven  in  behalf  of  tho  Asso- 
ciation. A  series  of  public  meetings  (known  as  Laymen's  Insti- 
tutes) were  held  in  the  Rooms,  and  at  the  closing  gathering  in 
Mechanics'  Hall  a  subscription  list  for  tho  erection  of  an  Associa- 
tion building  was  started,  and  over  $13,000  subscribed,  since  in- 
creased to  about  $30,000. 

T/te  Finances  are  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  year  opened 
with  a  debt  of  over  $1,000.  This  has  been  paid  off,  and  all  cur- 
rent expenses  met. 


Among  the  Sailors  Tract  Distribution  and  Bethel  Services 
havo  been  happily  carried  on,  the  latter  by  the  Missionary  of 
the  Association.  50,000  tracts  were  scattered,  and  the  distri- 
butors were  in  almost  every  instance  well  recoived.  So  effect- 
ively has  this  good  work  been  prosecuted  that  masters  of  vessels 
have  repeatedly  testified  that  in  no  port  of  Europe  or  America  are 
sailors  so  well  cared  for  as  in  Montreal.  The  labors  of  the 
missionary  in  house  visitation,  and  among  inmates  of  hospitals 
and  benevolent  institutions  are  thus  summed  up :  Tracts  distrib- 
uted 8,861 ;  family  and  sick  visits,  1,362 ;  visits  to  benevolent  in- 
stitutions, 14C;  religious  services  held  in  the  hospital,  78,  with  an 
aggregate  attendance  of  over  1,000 ;  mission  prayer  meetings,  20 ; 
ships  visited,  391 ;  Bethel  services  held,  22  ;familics  relieved,  120. 

The  Officers  Elected  for  (he  Ensuing  Tear  are:  President,  T. 
James  Gaston  (elected  by  acclamation);  Vice-Presidents,  Geo. 
Young,  James  Ross,  R.  M.  Barnard,  A.  H.  Cameron ;  Secretary, 
A.  Sandham  (elected  by  acclamation) ;  Treasurer  Thomas  Craig 
(elected  by  acclamation) ;  Committee,  J.  A.  Bazin,  A.  S.  Wood, 
D.  Bentley,  C.  S.  J.  Phillips,  G.  Bishop,  H.  Morgan,  R.  McCal- 
lum,  H.  Watson,  A.  H.  Lowden,  F.  J.  Kellar,  P.  H.  Burton,  C.  R. 
Black,  W.  C.  Dutton,  S.  Caldecott,  Dr.  Bell. 

Windsor,  N.  Scotia.  A  Union  prayer  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Wesleyan  church  by  tho  Windsor  Association  on  the  second 
Sabbath  of  November  as  suggested  by  the  Convention  at  Indian- 
apolis. The  meeting  was  large  and  engaged  heartily  in  tho  ex- 
ercises of  the  hour.  Several  short  pithy  addresses  were  mode  on- 
the  occasion  and  altogether  we  had  a  good  meeting.  Our  Associa- 
tion can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  entered  upon  the  winter  campaign. 
We  have,  however,  kept  up  our  prayer  meetings  in  the  out-districts, 
and  the  meetings  continue  to  bo  well  attended  and  deeply  inter- 
esting. 

Kentville,  N.  Scotia.  The  joint  Association  of  Kentville 
and  Cornwallis  is  still  keeping  up  its  regular  meetings  with  con- 
siderable interest.  A  few  weeks  ago  Messrs.  John  S.  McLean  and 
Morrow,  of  Halifax,  went  up  and  addressed  a  public  meeting  of  the 
Association  and  encouraged  the  brethren  with  their  accustomed 
earnestness.  Much  good,  wo  hope,  will  result  from  the  active 
Christian  zeal  of  our  members  in  Kentville  and  Cornwal'  8.        J>. 


ABROAD. 


GBEAT  BRITAIN. 

An  Interesting  Tour  among  the  Association*  in  Iioland, 
by  Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  Secretary  of  the  Londor  Association, 
is  reported  in  the  November  Quarterly  Messenger.  T^xiting  Dub- 
lin, Carlow,  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Belfast,  he  w*s  very  cor- 
dially welcomed.  In  public  meetings  in  each  place  *ho  cause  of 
the  Association  was  earnestly  presented,  and  of  the  food  result- 
ing from  this  visitation  wo  expect  to  hear  very  soon. 

Tlie  Work  of  Extension  in  England  is  pushed  forward 
with  vigor  the  present  season.  The  London  Quarterly  Messenger 
for  November  reports  the  formation  of  Associations  in  Winches- 
ter, Basingstoke,  Guildford,  and  Reading,  while  weak  organiza- 
tions in  Brighton,  Southampton,  and  Nottingham  have  been  in- 
vigorated. 

At  York  an  Association  has  lately  been  formed  under 
very  favorable  auspices.  The  work  is  begun  with  a  weekly  Bible 
class  and  devotional  meeting.  Prom  this  the  Society  will  soon 
grow  into  a  powerful  agency  for  good  in  this  venerable  and  inter- 
esting city. 

Tlie  Honolulu  Association.  This  Association  on  the 
Sandwich  Islands  is  well  represented  in  the  press  of  Honolulu,  an 
entire  page  of  the  Friend,  a  monthly  paper  published  in  Honolulu 
being  devoted  to  the  Association.  A  movement  is  in  progress  to 
secure  a  building  for  tho  Association.  There  are  many  discourago- 
mentsbut  we  believe  tho  brethren  will  cot  easily  give  up  so  prom- 
ising and  necessary  on  enterprise. 
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OUR  HYMN  BOOK. 


We  take  pleasure  In  again  placing  before  out  readers  a  speci- 
men page  of  the  Hymn  Book,  prepared  by  Mr.  Win.  H.  Doane,  at 
the  suggestion  of  oar  General  Convention  and  heartily  endorsed 
last  June,  at  Indianapolis,  in  the  following  resolution : 

"  RttoUoed. — That  in  the  Hymn  and  Tune  Book  Songs  of  Devo- 
tion prepared  at  the  suggestion  of  our  last  Convention,  at  Portland, 
by  W.  H.  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  published  by  Messrs. 
Biglow  &  Main  of  New  York  city,  we  find  a  work  not  only  admira- 
bly adapted  for  use  in  our  Young  Men'a  Christian  Conventions  and 
Associations;  but  eminently  fitted  for  devotional  exercises  and 
social  meetings,  and  we  recommend  and  urge  its  adoption  for  gen. 
eralnse" 

Wherever  it  has  been  used  in  Churches  as  well  as  Associations, 
it  has,  as  far  as  we  have  learned,  given  unusual  satisfaction  and 
called  forth  many  expressions  of  warm  approval. 

The  now  and  beautiful  hymn  given  on  tho  above  page  was  orig- 
inally contributed  to  our  columns  by  Mrs.  Prentiss,  and  it  has  al- 
ready become  a  favorite  wherever  tho  Sonos  of  Devotion  are 
used.  Many  other  new  hymns  and  tunes  have  been  introduced 
into  this  attractive  and  useful  collection,  and  we  heartily  urge  its 
adoption  by  all  our  Associations  who  are  still  without  it.  The  many 
old  and  familiar  hymns  it  contains  will  moke  it  at  once  attractive 
to  all,  while  musical  skill  and  long  use  will  reveal  excellencies 
which  more  than  repay  the  careful  study  and  practice  required  to 
appreciate  them. 

In  our  advertising  pages  full  directions  about  the  price,  etc.,  will 
bo  found. 


NOWHERE  TO  LAY  MY  POOR  HEAD. 


All  day  IT*  been  uking-  for  something  to  do, 

I  ask  It  from  all  whom  I  moot, 
I  gave  the  last  penny  I  had  In  the  world 

To  bay  me  a  morsel  to  eat. 
O !  pity  and  help  me,  the  night  isso  oold 

And  here  I  am  starving,  res  starving  for  bread 
A  stranger  and  friendless  I  wander  alone, 

With  nowhere  to  lav  my  poor  head. 
Ckorv:— Dear  Father  and  Mother.  Slater  and  Brother 
Bftter  the  tears  that  In  sorrow  I  shed, 
Ab,  little  you  droam  1  am  homcloss  to  nlgbt 
With  nowhere  to  lay  my  poor  head. 
Hook  at  the  wealthy  who  pass  me  with  scorn, 

Nor  envy  the  yonng  or  the  gay. 
Bnt  oh,  I  remember  the  time  I*  not  long. 

When  I  was  as  happy  as  they. 
Though  little  of  comfort  our  dwelling  could  boast, 

And  frugal  and  sparing  our  table  was  spread, 
I  never  have  felt  what  I  suffer  to  night, 

With  nowhere  to  lay  my  poor  bead. 
I've  tried  to  be  cheerful  thro'  hunger  and  want, 

Bnt  now  1  can  bear  It  no  moro ; 
Ills  features  grew  livid,  exhausted,  and  weak, 

He  sank  at  the  steps  of  a  door. 
It  seemed  for  a  moment  that  help  was  too  late. 

That  life  from  his  bosom  had  fled, 
ThatOod  In  his  mercy  had  called  him  to  rest, 

And  pillowed  bis  poor,  weary  head. 
A  Christian  disciple  bont  over  bis  form, 

In  tender  compassion  and  lovo. 
He  sought  to  restore  him,  be  murmured  a  prayer, 

T'was  heard  by  our  father  above  s 
The  stranger  to  friendship  a  welcome  has  found. 

The  snnllgbt  of  Joy  o'er  his  pathway  Is  shed, 
Kor  wanders  ho  lonely  and  homeless  by  night. 

With  nowhere  to  lay  bis  poor  head. 

Fimni  Cbosbt. 
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Cordial  International  Sympathy.  Though  the  world's 
conference  of  the  Alliance  owing  to  the  war  in  Europe,  was-  not 
held  in  this  city  last  September,  the  announcement  of  it  and  the 
welcome  given  to  a  few  delegates  who  for  various  reasons  were 
here  at  the- appointed  time,  have  proved  of  service  to  the  cause  of 
Christian  union. 

Dr.  W.  Q.  Blockie,  one  of  the  Scotch  delegates,  is  now  writing  in 
the  London  Sunday  Magazine  a  series  of  lively  articles  on  "America 
and  the  Americans,"  containing  the  "Impressions  of  a  three 
months'  visit  in  1870."  His  utterances  are  fall  of  warm  Christian 
sympathy  with  our  people  and  institutions.  In  ono  article  a  long 
paragraph  is  devoted  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
pictures  being  given  of  our  large  buildings  in  Washington  and 
New  York.  A  warm  encomium  is  pronounced  on  our  work  and  on 
the  Association  Monthly.  From  London  Dr.  Waddington 
writes  to  the  New  York  Observer : 

"The  English  representatives  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  who 
have  recently  returned  home,  seem  to  have  been  greatly  charmed 
with  their  visit  to  America.  In  social  circles  and  special  meetings 
they  speak  in  terms  of  great  admiration  of  the  hospitality,  intelli 
genco,  refinement  and  Belf-control  they  observed  in  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  and  evidently  to  their  surprise.  It  is  somewhat 
amusing  to  notice  the  change  of  feeling  in  some  who  were  very 
skeptical  a  few  years  ago,  as  to  the  existence  of  these  admirable 
qualities  in  any  portion  of  American  Society.  It  is  a  gain  to  the 
cause  of  international  improvement  to  have  their  earnest  testimony 
and  will  tend  to  remove  some  of  our  insular  prejudices." 

The  last  number  of  tho  Evangelical  Christendom  contains  an  in- 
teresting account  of  the  reception  given  last  September  to  the  dele- 
gates in  the  building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
New  York.  Special  mention  is  also  made  of  the  tour  of  Rev. 
James  Davis,  Secretary  of  the  English  Branch  of  the  Alliance,  and 
the  welcome  and  attention  so  very  heartily  accorded  to  him  in  the 
cities  of  Buffalo,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Washington,  Baltimore,  and 
Philadelphia. 

From  the  manifest  influence  of  this  slight  interchange  of  Chris, 
tian  cordiality  we  can  infer  something  of  the  power  for  good  that 
would  have  been  exerted  on  Evangelical  Christendom  if  it  had 
been  possible  to  carry  out  tho  programme  of  the  Conference.  We 
may,  certainly  look  forward  with  glowing  anticipations  to  the 
time  when  this  meeting,  which  has  been  only  postponed,  shall 
finally  assemble. 


Qmxitw  £tttttfau  jfrltwl  %ttlmr. 

Diligent  in  Business,  Fervent  in  Spirit.  A  Missionary 
Colporteur  of  the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  Cal.,  in  a  recent  letter  thus 
describes  bis  labors  from  Monday  to  Saturday,  his  wife  accompany- 
ing him  from  house  to  house : 

"  We  have  thoroughly  canvassed  this  district,  four  miles  wide 
and  eight  long.  The  region  is  rich  but  is  almost  entirely  owned 
by  10  or  12  men,  so  that  the  people  are  mostly  poor  tenants.  Our 
sales  are  not  great,  but  \ve  visited,  conversed  and  prayed  with 
forty-two  families  and  left  evident  religious  impressions  on  many. 
At  least  one-third  of  these  never  had  a  ministerial  visit,  but  we 
were  everywhere  received  with  the  greatest  respect  and  kindness. 
I  have  preached  twice  during  the  week,  have  another  appointment 
for  this  evening,  and  two  for  to-morrow,  at  Which  I  expect  largo 
audiences." 

Another  missionary  reports  from  Tennessee ; "  A  female  school- 
teacher started  a  Sunday  school  to  keep  the  children  out  of  the 
swamps  on  Sundays,  and  wrote  for  me  to  come  and  help  them. 
They  bought  a  library.  Six  have  been  converted,  among  them 
the  hardest  young  man  in  tho  settlement." 


Another  missionary  in  Minnesota,  says :  LaBt  October  I  started 
a  Sunday  school  in  a  village  of  fifty  houses  where  less  than  three 
months  before  there  was  nothing  but  a  wheat-field.  Last  June  l- 
organized  a  Sunday  school  of  00  scholars  in  a  village  where  only 
one  year  before  there  were  but  two  frame  houses:  and  twenty 
miles  further  up  the  St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  Railroad  there  is  a 
Sunday  school  in  a  smart  village  where  there  was  not  a  house,  six 
months  ago.  The  oldest  house  at  Hinckley,  (where  we  have  a 
Sunday  school)  has  not  been  built  seven  months." 


An  Earnest  Call  for  tho  publication  of  a  Commentary  and 
Concordance  for  the  forty  millions  Spanieh-speaking  people  of 
America  and  Europe  comes  to  the  American  Tract  Society  from  a 
missionary  in  Valparaiso,  Chill.  From  Buenos  Ayes  comes  a  sim- 
ilar request  for  Spanish  publications  and  for  a  depository  of  relig- 
ious books  and  tracts,  that  that  country  may  be  blessed  with  the 
publications  of  the  American  Tract  Society  embodying  the  faith 
of  Evangelical  Christians  of  all  ages  to  the  number  of  nearly 
450,000,000  copies,  books,  tracts  and  papers  have  been  issued,  and 
the  present  yearly  issue  averages  16,000,000  copies. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  D.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  American 
Tract  Society,  is  making  an  extended  tour  of  observation  among 
the  colporteur  agencies  of  the  West.  He  has  had  a  cordial  recep- 
tion and  the  society  a  hearty  endorsement  from  tho  Synod  of  Wes- 
tern New  York,  and  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  visited,  and  he  has 
addressed  large  and  enthusiastic  meetings  of  the  friends  of  the  So- 
ciety in  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  St.  Louis,  and  other  cities. 


700,000  copies  among  French  and  German  Sol' 
diers.  From  the  report  of  the  agent  in  Berlin  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  Rev.  Q.  P.  Davies :  it  appears  that  through 
the  facilities  at  his  command  there  have  been  issued  3,502  Bibles, 
237,184  Testaments  and  189,433  portions,  or  a  total  of  430,159 
copies.  These  numbers  do  not  include  sales  and  grants  made  in 
connection  with  the  London  Depot.  The  numbers  issued  in  France 
cannot  be  so  accurately  determined.  Probably  they  do  not  fall 
short  of  a  quarter  of  a  million ;  and  as  the  work  progresses  in  both 
countries  from  day  to  day,  it  may  be  safe  to  affirm  that  the  dis- 
tributions effected  to  December,  amount  to  a  grand  total  of  700,000 
copies. 

The  plan  of  presenting  a  copy  of  the  word  of  God  to  the  widows 
and  parents  of  those  who  have  fallen  in  this  terrible  war,  is  still 
entertained  by  this  Society.  A  suitable  inscription  will  be  placed 
in  these  volumes,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  very  many  families  they 
will  be  carefully  and  reverently  preserved. 

At  Rome  a  Bible  Depot  has  been  established  by  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society  for  their  work  in  that  city.  The  So- 
ciety's Italian  Agent  has  been  authorized  to  sell  Portions  among 
the  soldiera  at  half  the  usual  price. 


Hie  Bible  to  be  read  in  \t1ie  Schools  of  England, 

Some  of  the  Dissenting  clergy  anxious  to  meet  the  case  of  Jews, 
Roman  Catholics  and  skeptics,  proposed  leaving  out  the  Bible.  Dr. 
Raleigh,  in  a  lecture  given  previously  to  the  election,  recommend- 
ed that  tho  Bible  should  be  introduced  as  an  ancient  and  instruct- 
ive volume,  without  asserting  its  claim  to  Divine  inspiration.  Pro- 
fessor Huxley,  on  the  contrary,  maintained  that  no  proper  educa- 
tion could  be  given  without  recognizing  an  ethical  principle,  and 
that  in  the  Bible  alone  could  be  found  authoritative  teaching  on 
morals.  The  great  body  of  tho  electors  appear  to  have  been  of  the 
same  opinion,  and  the  latitudinarian  candidates  who  thought  to 
catch  the  free-thinking  voters,  find  themselves  at  the  bottom  of 
the  poll,  and  are  now  walking  pensively  in  the  vale  of  humilia- 
tion.   Correspondence  of  New  York  Observer 
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The  Victory  of  tlie  Vanquished.  A  Stout  or  the  Fiest 
Centcby.  By  the  author  of  the  Schonberg  Cotter  Family, 
Draytons  and  Daerenats,  &c  &c  Dodd  and  Mead.  New  York. 
Price  $1.75. 

In  this  admirable  story  the  gifted  writer  carries  us  back  to  the 
earliest  period  of  Christian  history  and  introduces  as  to  some  of  its 
scenes  and  characters.  We  are  reminded,  in  reading  its  chapters, 
of  similar  introductions  to  other  periods,  granted  by  Mrs.  Charles 
in  her  volumes  previously  published.  The  present  story  carries  the 
reader  from  the  Soman  road  (which  is  properly  one  of  the  leading 
characters  described)  to  Borne,  thence  through  Athens  into  Asia 
Minor  with  a  visit  to  Judea  and  a  residence  in  Antioch.  It  is  the 
Christian  life  of  the  period  that  chiefly  occupies  the  mind  of  the 
writer  and  is  constantly  exciting  the  curiosity  of  the  reader ;  and 
we  close  the  volume  with  a  very  vivid  impression  of  the  manner 
of  life,  the  trials,  Bufferings  and  joys  of  the  Christians  who  lived 
and  believed  about  the  middle  of  the  first  century.  We  heartily 
commend  it  to  all  our  readers  as  an  instructive  and  interesting 
contribution  to  their  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  Church  of 
Christ 

Bright  Books  fob  Children. — Some  of  the  admirably  illus- 
trated periodicals  for  children,  published  in  England,  on  being 
bound  in  tasteful  volumes,  form  books  that  have  a  rare  attrac- 
tion for  the  young  folks.  The  Chatterbox  and  the  Infants  Mag- 
azine are  a  weekly  and  a  monthly  paper  answering  to  this  descrip- 
tion. Each  number  is  profusely  and  very  tastefully  illustrated 
in  a  manner  to  catch  and  attract  the  eye  of  a  child.  When  the 
numbers  for  a  year  are  compacted  into  a  single  volume,  a  rare 
collection  of  pictures  and  illuminated  printed  pages  is  secured. 
Messrs.  Pott  &Amery,  Cooper  Union,  New  York,  have  imported 
these  books,  and  during  the  holiday  season  they  have  become 
deservedly  popular.  The  price  of  the  bound  volume  of  the 
Chatterbox  is  $1.60,  and  of  the  Infanft  Magazine,  80  cents.  The 
former  periodical  for  1871,  will  be  issued  in  monthly  parts,  by 
the  American  Publishers,  at  15  cents  each  or  for  $1.50  a  year. 

Thb  Stobt  that  Lizzie  Told  is  the  title  of  a  small  pamphlet 
lately  issued,  and  containing  a  touching  and  beautiful  narrative 
from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Prentiss.  It  is  a  part  of  "  the  simple  annals 
of  the  poor"  so  little  known,  so  seldom  recorded,  and  the  story  of 
the  suffering  patience  and  beautiful  faith  of  this  little  girl  among 
the  poor,  will  quicken  the  Christian  sympathies  of  all  who  read  it. 
Mr.  A.  D.  F.  Randolph  publishes  the  pamphlet. 


BECENT    PUBLICATIONS. 

Anderson.  History  of  Sandwich  Island  Mission,  (Cong.  Pub.  Soc.) d  GO 

Boocher.H.  W.  Morning  and  Evening  Exercises,  (Harper) 2  00 

Balwer,  Lytton.   Life  of  Lord  Palmerston,  2r.  (Llpplncott) 6  00 

Depplng.    Wondors  of  Bodily  Strength,  (Scrlbner) 1  go 

Hammond.  Dr.   Physics  and  Physiology  of  Spiritualism,  (Apploton) 1  00 

Howell*,  W.  D.   Suburban  Sketches,  (Hard  *  Houghton) uj 

Helps,  A.   Bolvlai  Short  Essays,  (Roberts  Bros.) 160 

Holmes,  O.  W.   Mechanism  In  Thought  and  Morals,  (Fields,  O.  &  Co.) 1  00 

Kcndrlck,  O.C.   Oar  Political  Farorltcs,  (Sheldon) 2  00 

LlghUoot,  J.  B.   St.  Paul's  Eplstlo  to  the  Gelations,  (Draper) 8  00 

Light  at  Eventide.    (Harper)., j  SO 

Moore.C.H.    What  to  Bead  and  How  to  Bead,  (Applcton) 75 

Mnller.M.  Chips  from  a  German  Workshop,  III,  (Scrlhncr) got 

Muloch,  Miss.   Fair  France,  (Harper) 1  go 

Farkman,  F.   Conspiracy  of  Pontlac,  (Little,  Brown  A  Co.) g  00 

Plutarch's  Morals.  Bv.  (Little,  Brown  A  Co.) IjOO 

Porter,  Prof,  N.    What  Books  shall  I  Bead,  (Scrlbner) 3  00 

Proctor,  8.  B.   Bench  and  Bar  of  New  York,  (Dlossy) BOO 

Proctor,  R.  A.   Other  Worlds  than  Ours,  (Applcton) S  SO 

Bitter,  F.L.   History  of  Music,  (Wtson) 1  gg 

Boorel,  M.  The  Bottom  of  the  Sea,  (Scrlbner) 1  SO 

South, Rob.   Sermons,  Vol.  Ill,  (Hurd  4  Houghton 4  00 

Stockton,  T.  H.   The  Book  above  All,  (Claxton,  B.  &  H.) 1  go 

Taylor,  B.   1  oseph  and  his  Friends,  (Putnam) 2  00 

Victory  of  the  Vanquished;  author  of  "Schonborg  Cotta  Family,"  (Dodd  * 

Mead) %  cjg 

Washbarn,  C.  A.   History  of  Paraguay,  S».  (Leo  &  Shcppard) 7  50 

■Hyatt,  Sir.  Fine  Art,  (Macrolllan) j  oo 


THE   MONTH. 

Tlie  President's  Messa  ye  confidently  anticipates  the  speedy 
admission  of  Georgia,  the  only  state  now  without  representation, 
urges  strongly  the  annexation  of  San  Domingo  and  at  the  close 
"  sums  up  the  policy  of  the  Administration  to  be  a  thorough  en- 
forcement of  every  law,  a  faithful  collection  of  the  tax  provided 
for ;  economy  in  the  disbursement  of  the  same ;  a  prompt  payment 
of  every  debt  of  the  nation ;  a  reduction  of  taxes  as  rapidly  as  the 
requirements  of  the  country  will  admit ;  reductions  of  taxation 
and  tariff  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  afford  the  greatest  relief  to  the 
greatest  numbers;  honest  and  fair  dealings  with  all  other  people 
to  the  end  that  war  with  all  its  blighting  consequences,  may  be 
avoided,  bnt  without  surrendering  any  right  or  obligation'  due  to 
us;  a  reform  in  the  treatment  of  Indians  and  in  the  whole  civil 
service  of  the  country ;  and  finally,  in  securing  a  pure,  untram- 
melled ballot,  where  every  man  entitled  to  cast  a  vote  may  do  so 
just  once  at  each  election  without  fear  of  molestation  or  proscrip- 
tion on  account  of  his  political  faith,  nativity  or  color." 

Congress  takes  a  recess  until  January  6th,  when  the  real 
business  of  the  session  will  commence.  The  most  important  sub- 
jects now  under  consideration  are  a  general  amnesty,  the  pur- 
chase of  San  Domingo  the  repeal  of  the  Income  Tax  and  Franking 
Privilege.  The  proposition  of  Mr.  McCreery,  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
Senate,  to  have  the  remains  of  the  Union  dead  on  Arlington 
Heights  removed  and  the  estate  returned  .to  the  heirs  of  Gen.  Lee, 
was  not  allowed  to  be  introduced,  by  a  majority  of  54  to  4, 

Twenty  pupils,  to  be  selected  by  the  Governor  and  Secretary 
of  State,  are  to  be  educated  free  at  Brown  University,  B.I.  This 
is  in  accordance  with  an  agreement  between  the  State  and  Uni- 
versity, growing  ont  of  the  transfer  of  lands  given  by  fhe  United 
States  for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  college. 

The  agents  of  a  large  German  colony,  now  in  this  city,  have 
purchased  100,000  acres  of  land  on  the  Elk  River,  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, which  they  propose  to  people  with  German  immigrants. 

Bear-Admiral  Samuel  L.  Breese,  United  States  Navy,  died  on  Sat- 
urday morning  at  Mount  Airy,  Philadelphia,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six. 

Mb.  Henry  Trowbridge,  of  New  Haven,  in  memory  of  a  prom- 
ising son  who  was  taken  from  him  a  year  ago,  has  given  $4,000 
to  enrich  the  library  of  .the  Theological  department  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. The  beautiful  library  room  of  the  new  building  for  this  de- 
partment is  fitted  up  very  attractively  and  nearly  half  of  this  val- 
uable gift  is  on  the  shelves  in  the  shape  of  many  of  the  latest  and 
best  books  needed  for  Theological  study. 

Charles  H.  Thompson,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has  subscribed 
$2,500  to  found  a  scholarship  at  Williams  College  which  is  to  bear 
his  name.     ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

True  Excellence  in  Abt.  The  standard  of  the  real  artist 
is  high — be  it  in  painting,  oratory,  or  music.  Each  must  have 
a  perfect  medium  through  which  to  reach  the  heart.  We  are 
led  to  speak  of  the  chief  medium  of  musical  art,  from  the  fact 
of  so  much  recent  interest  in  the  Weber  piano  throughout  the 
United  States.  Piano  artists  are  very  exacting  in  their  de- 
mands. They  must  have  a  perfect  piano.  An  instrument  may 
be  good,  but  if  a  maker  improves  on  that  only  good  one,  and 
makes  a  better,  the  artists  speedily  discover  the  fact.  The  fact 
is  incontrovertible  that  the  action  of  the  Weber  piano  is  un- 
rivalled. Possessing  all  the  valuable  qualities  of  any  compeer, 
and  having  a  deep,  rich  diaposon  tone,  all  its  own,  it  has  be- 
sides the  merit  of  an  easy,  silent  action,  which  is  the  most  per- 
fect and  delicate  in  the  world. 

The  maker  being  a  musician  himself  as  well  as  a  practical 
mechanic  is  able  to  give  scientific  attention  to  details. 

The  perfect  tuning  tones  and  excellent  qualities  has  univer- 
sally increased  the  demand  for  them  swelling  the  sales  of  the 
instrument  two  hundred  and  ten  per  cent,  in  thrco  years.-  • 
Syracute  Daily  Standard. 
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abroad. 

The  Siege  of  Paris  continues  to  engago  the  attention  of  the 
civilized  world.  Eooh  incident  is  sent  in  haste  by  telegram  round 
the  globe,  and  undoubtedly  no  other  event  of  war  or  peace  has 
ever  held  the  attention  of  such  vast  multitudes,  as  are  now  every 
day  asking  for  the  latest  news  from  Paris.  During  the  post  month 
neither  the  attack  or  defense  has  been  marked  by  any  very  deci- 
sive or  striking  event.  The  army  of  the  Loire,  upon  succor  from 
which  the  French  press  had  built  many  hopes,  has  been  broken 
up  by  the  Prussians,  the  seat  of  French  Government  has  been  a 
second  time  removed.  Abandoning  Tours,  the  ministers  have  re- 
tired to  Bordeaux.  The  event  is  very  significant  of  the  thorough- 
ness with  which  the  Prussian  generals  are  making  their  forces  an 
army  of  Occupation.  Pflalsburg,  a  strong- 
hold in  the  Yosges  quite  near  the  Rhine, 
which  has  been  invested  since  the  early  part 
f>i  the  campaign  has  only  lately  capitulated 
to  the.Prussians. 

The  honest  neutrality  of  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Luxemburg,  it  is  reported,  is  called  in 
question  by  Bismarck.  He  complains  that 
aid  and  comfort  have  been  given  to  the 
French,  while  to  the  Germans  even  the 
transit  of  the  wounded  was  denied. 

The  King  of  Bavaria  announces  the  con- 
currence of  all  the  German  princes-and  the 
Hanse  towns,  in  bestowing  upon  King  Wil- 
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Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are 
prepared  by  skilled  work- 
men, from  the  best  materi- 
als, and  are  known  as  the 
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liam,  King  of  Prussia,  the  Imperial  Crown  of  Germany,  as  Freder- 
ick William  I. 

T/ie  Ttvo  English  Transatlantic  Cables,  owing  to  some 
accident,  aro  not  in  working  order.  While  needed  repairs  are 
being  made,  we  are  dependent  entirely  upon  the  French  cable  for 
news  aud  the  transmission  of  intelligence.  It  is  impossible  for  one 
cable  to  do  all  the  work  requited,  and  the  rates  of  telegraphing 
hare  been  raised. 

Tfie  Separation  of  Cliurch  and  State  in  England  is 

to  be  distinctly  called  for  in  the  next  Parliament.  Mr  Miall,  M. 
P.  for  Bradford,  and  the  accomplished  editor  of  the  Non-conform- 
ist, has  given  formal  notice  that  he  will  move  that  the  church  of 
England  be  separated  from  the  State.  Of  course  he  will  have  but 
a  small  following.  This,  however,  is 'the 
beginning  of  an  agitation  that  promises  to 
end  successfully.  x 

A  Balloon  from  Paris  was  drawn 
by  a  violent  gust  over  the  North  sea,  and 
the  aeronauts  succeeded  in  effecting  a  land- 
ing in  Sweden,  near  Christiansand 

The  Dublin  Irish  Times  announces,  on 
the  authority  of  a  letter  from  Gladstone, 
that  the  immediate  release  of  the  Fenians 
now  confined  in  prisons  in  Great  Britain  has 
been  decided  upon.  The  announcement 
coming  so  late  can  hardly  be  expected  to  do 
much  toward  allaying  the  irritated  feeling 
aroused  by  the  law's  and  the  Government's 
delay  in  this  matter. 
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Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

BED  LEAD,  UTHARGE, 

Glass  Makers,  (Red  Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED  OIL, 

RA  W,  BOILED,  AND  REFINED. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

General  Agents, 

987  PEABL  STBEET,  NEW  YOBK. 


STEAM  TO  AND  EBOM  GLASGOW, 
CALLING  AT 
JUOVI.LK.  IiONDOXDBRRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENQEK  STEAM- 
ERS, 
America,         Caledonia,     India, 
Anglla.  Columbia,       Iowa, 

Australia,       Europa,  Innalla, 

Britannia  Scandanavla 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  20,  North  River,  at  13  o'clock.  Noon. 

Kates  of  Passage  payable  la  Currency,  sad  u  low  u 
by  any  other  First-Class  Line. 

Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Station  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Honths. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  lathe  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  V ".r»  of  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  tuelr  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

For  farther  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office.  No,  7  Bowling  Gceen.  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
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CLOCKS, 
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RICH  VIENNA  LEATHER  BAGS. 
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SCHUYLER  HARTLEY  *  GRAHAM, 

a  John  Street,  and  19  Maiden  Lane. 
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•»• 
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THE  FIRST  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  VERMONT 

ERECTED  AT  SHOREHAM  IN  1868. 


As  the  outgrowth  and  result  of  a  blessed  revival,  the  Associ- 
ation in  Shoreham,  Vt.,  was  organized  March  16th,  1868,  and 
▼ery  soon  after,  the  need  was  felt  of  a  place  where  Christians  of 
all  denominations  could  meet  harmoniously  for  intercourse  and 
worship.  Thus  in  the  first  impulse  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
work  a  movement  for  a  building  fund  was  started. 

In  this  time  of  the  rapid  organization  of  our  societies 
throughout  the  land  we  would  call  special  attention  to  this 
praiseworthy  example  of  our  brethren  in  Shoreham.  Like 
them  we  should  be  wise  to  seize  the  proper  moment  to  secure 
for  each  new  Association  that  permanent  hold  on  the  sympa- 
thies and  support  of  the  Christian  community  which  is  obtain- 
ed by  the  erection  and  ownership  of  a  building.  Through  the 
Lord's  blessing  upon  the  fidelity  of  the  brethren  our  cause  in 
this  way  secures  a  habitation  also  in  the  hearts  of  God's  people. 

We  allude  to  this  with  the  more  urgency  because  this  is  the 
critical  period  of  the  year  for  such  noble  enterprises.  In  an- 
swer to  the  united  prayer  of  the  churches,  showers  of  spiritual 
blessings  are  descending  upon  many  communities.  Very  often 
the  first  fruits  of  this  gracious  work  appear  in  connection  with 
the  organization  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
Brethren  so  situated  should  be  quick  to  seize  the  opportunity 
to  perpetuate  the  blessings  they  now  enjoy.  - 


The  building  in  Shoreham  is  known  as  "  the  Chapel  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A."  Mr.  C.  N.  North,  president  of  the  society  writes 
us  as  follows : 

"  Immediately  upon  our  organization  we  set  about  the  secur- 
ing of  an  edifice  under  the  following  plan.  The  Methodist 
church  being  in  need  of  a  suitable  place  of  worship  we  united 
with  them  in  building  the  chapel.  They  are  entitled  to  the 
use  of  it  on  the  Lord's  day  but  the  building  is  otherwise  entirely 
under  the  control  of  the  Association. 

"  It  was  built  in  1868,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000  and  contains  four 
rooms,  viz :  a  hall,  library,  lecture  room  and  store  room.  The 
hall  will  seat  250  persons  and  is  tastefully  furnished.  Our 
town  has  a  population  of  about  1,400  and  a  building  like  this 
meets  the  wants  of  our  people.  Our  debt  which  we  are  gradu- 
ally diminishing,  now  amounts  to  about  $300.  Our  room  is 
open  to  the  public  twice  a  week  and  as  often  as  the  cause  re- 
quires it. 

"Before  .we  entered  the  building  our  membership  numbered 
sixty-seven,  we  now  have  ninety.  The  spiritual  effect  has  been 
to  unite  all  evangelical  Christians  in  a  strong  friendly  union  in 
promoting  the  cause  of  our  common  Redeemer.  The  building 
has  certainly  been  blessed  to  us  as  a  means  of  maintaining  in- 
terest and  activity  in  our  work." 
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APPEAL  FOR  AN  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING. 

ADDRESS   BY  TO.  B.   DODGE,  JB. 

Last  month  we  printed  the  earnest  and  practical  address  of 
Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  before  the  Association  in  Pittsburgh.  This 
month  we  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  before  our  readers  a 
strong  appeal  made  by  Mr.  Win.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  in  an  address 
to  the  Brooklyn  Association  at  their  late  annual  meeting  It 
appeared  last  month  in  the  Brooklyn  Bulletin,  the  paper  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  in  that  city. 

Mr.  President  and  Friend*  of  the  Brooklyn  Young  Merit  Chris- 
tian Association  :  *  *  *  *  Brooklyn  is  the  city  of  homes.  There  is 
not  here  the  hurly-burly  activity  that  there  is  in  New  York.  "We 
always  think  of  Brooklyn  as  the  place  of  quiet  and  happy 
households.  You  are  blessed  with  churches,  with  good  men, 
with  everything  that  goes  to  make  life  beautiful  and  happy. 
But  you  have  in  your  midst  a  large  class  that  are  almost  for- 
gotten around  the  fireside  and  the  evening  table  of  the  pleasant 
home — a  class  of  young  men  who  have  come  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  drawn  to  New  York  as  a  centre  of  life  and  activity, 
and  who  have  come  across  the  river  and  are  boarding  among 
you.  You  know  very  little  of  them.  They  never  come  to  your 
homes.  Very  few,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  ever  come  to  your  churches. 
You  forget  them.  They  are  led  into  every  temptation ;  they 
are  going  to  ruin ;  and  their  blood  by-and-by  will  be  upon 
your  souls.  I  have  come  here  to-night  because  I  believe  thor- 
oughly and  heartily  in  the  common  sense,  the  utility  and  the 
desire  that  a  building  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion should  be  put  up  here,  and  because  I  believe  that  such  a 
building  rightly  built,  organized  and  managed,  will  do  a  great 
deal  to  help  on  God's  cause  and  to  build  np  in  this  community 
everything  that  is  good  and  true. 

Amid  all  the  shadows  of  these  times,  it  is  certainly  a  cheering 
thought,  that  good  men  are  consecrating  their  means  and  their 
influence  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  to  the  cause  of  man- 
hood as  they  never  have  before  done  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
Men  are  coming  less  and  less  to  think,  "  How  little  can  I  give 
and  still  keep  my  standing  in  the  church,  appease  my  conscience 
and  appear  respectable  before  men?"  Tbey  are  thinking  (and 
I  bless  God  for  it),  more  and  more,  "  How  much  can  I  give  to 
help  on  everything  that  is  good,  and  yet  do  justice  to  my  fam- 
ily and  business!"  When  we  all  give  juBt  as  much  as  we  can, 
and  self-denial  comes  to  be  universal,  then  all  these  great 
works  will  go  ahead  with  vigor  and  life,  and  we  shall  feel  that 
Christ's  blessing  is  shining  upon  the  earth. 

So  many  appeals  now  come  to  all  who  give  that  the  question 
is  not,  "  Will  this  hundred  dollars  do  good  in  this  particular 
place  t"  but  "  Will  it  do  more  good  there  than  anywhere  else  ?" 
And  I  come  to  you,  friends  of  Brooklyn,  to-night,  to  say  that  if 
you  want  to  put  your  money  where  it  will  do  the  most  good 
and  pay  yon  the  greatest  interest,  help  this  Association  to  put 
np  the  right  kind  of  a  building,  which  will  be  a  centre  of  Chris- 
tian work,  and  a  blessing  to  all  of  the  young  men  who  shall 
come  to  your  great  city. 

What  is  a  young  man  to  do  who  comes  here  utterly  alone 
and  friendless  f  When  the  evening  meal  at  his  boarding  house 
is  over  and  the  whole  evening  is  on  his  hands,  where  shall  he 
go  ?  To  your  houses  ?  They  are  not  open  for  him.  To  the 
church  f  One  evening  in  the  week,  perhaps,  there  is  a  meet- 
ing ;  but  not  always,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  our  meetings  so  bright 
and  cheerful  as  they  ought  to  be.  Where  shall  he  go  ?  On 
every  side  Satan  has  placed  blandishments  and  allurements  for 
him,  and  he  is  enticed  by  tbem ;  and  it  is  there  that  his  destruc- 
tion begins.    Perhaps  he  has  a  small  salary,  barely  sufficient  to 


pay  his  current  expenses  in  a  humble  style  of  living ;  but  he 
comes  into  these  places,  and  he  cannot  go  into  one  of  them, 
even  though  it  be  but  a  concert-room,  without  spending  some- 
thing; and,  by-and-by,  as  his  acquaintances  in  these  places 
increase,  his  expenditures  also  increase,  and  the  money  must 
come  from  somewhere  ;  and  then  comes  that  terrible  crowd  of 
peculations,  broaches  of  trust  and  thefts  which  we  hear  so 
much  about  now. 

But  not  alone  these  who  come  among  you  as  strangers  and 
frequent  boarding  houses — but  your  sons,  your  brothers  and  your 
husbands  are  tempted.  If  the  roofs  of  this  city  could  be  open- 
ed to  your  gaze  and  you  could  know  the  millions  of  dollars 
that  are  here  invested  to  allure  these  dear  friends  of  yours  to 
destruction ! — if  you  knew  how  Satan,  by  his  arts,  is  working 
with  his  best  endeavors,  and  with  his  face  shielded  by  every 
thing  attractive,  to  destroy  those  that  are  near  and  dear  to  you 
you  would  take  hold  and  labor  with  all  your  heart  for  their 
rescue  and  protection. 

We  have  finished,  with  God's  blessing,  a  large  building  in 
New  York,  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.  We  huve  made  it  bright  and  attractive,  with 
a  reception-room  where  every  one  who  comes  will  find  a  warm 
welcome,  pleasant  reading-rooms  and  an  excellent  library  and 
convenient  bath-room  and  a  grand  gymnasium  that  is  filled 
specially  during  the  evening  with  young  men.  There  are  even- 
ing classes  of  various  kinds  and  cheerful  music.  There  is 
throughout  our  building  an  atmosphere  of  home  to  a  young  man 
who  comes  there.  He  feels  that  he  is  received  as  an  equal,  and  he 
is  happy  in  the  companionship  of  those  whom  he  finds  there. 
The  enterprise  is  no  longer  an  experiment.  Large  numbers  are 
constantly  coming  to  us;  we  know  of  the  improved  hearts  and 
lives  of  those  that  find  their  way  there,  and  we  feel  assured 
that  if  we  work  faithfully,  and  God  helps  us,  as  I  trust  and 
believe  He  will,  that  the  building  will  be  the  salvation  of  thou- 
sands of  young  men  in  our  city. 

You  need  just  such  a  building  here,  and  I  am  sure  that  those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  knowing  young  men,  and  of  knowing 
how  much  they  need  instruction  as  well  as  sympathy  and  help, 
will  cheerfully  give  their  support  to  an  enterprise  which  con- 
templates the  erection  of  such  a  building.  Why,  one-half  of 
the  young  man  who  come  to  New  York  and  to  Brooklyn  to 
make  their  fortunes  fail  because  they  are  utterly  unprepared 
for  work.  They  have  no  tools  to  work  with ;  they  do  not 
write  well,  many  of  them  scarcely  know  how  to  spell ;  a  very 
large  number  of  them  are  utterly  uneducated ;  and  they  need 
just  what  Dr.  Duryea  and  Dr.  Buddington  have  spoken  of  to- 
night— a  chance  for  instruction.  They  are  young  men  on  whom 
the  responsibilities  of  life  will  fall;  on  whom  the  great  future  of 
this  country  hangs,  and  they  need  education  as  much  as  pro- 
fessional men.  If  you  can  add  to  their  business  experience  a 
constant  growth  in  knowledge — if  you  can  in  the  evening  de- 
velops their  mental  life,  while  during  the  day  they  are  pursuing 
mechanical  and  other  physical  occupations,  you  may  bring  up 
in  this  city  a  class  of  young  men  who  will  carry  forward  in  the 
next  generation,  this  very  Christian  work  in  which  you  are 
now  engaged. 

Take  hold  my  friends  of  this  great  work  ?  You  need  it  in 
Brooklyn  more  even  than  we  needed  it  in  New  York,  for  we 
have  one  grand  building  over  there  which  is  devoted  to  pre- 
paring young  men  and  young  women  for  usefulness.  Mr. 
Cooper — God  bless  his  generous  heart  1  [Applause]  has  put  up 
a  building  which  is  crowded  every  evening  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, and  there  are  turned  out  of  that  great  institution  multi- 
tudes of  persons  who  are  fitted  for  success  in  life  in  certain 
branches  of  industry  and  commerce.    What  you  need  is  a  build- 
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ing  -which  Bhall  serve  both  of  these  noble  ends,  seeking  out 
young  men  who  are  mechanics  or  clerks  in  stores  and  offices, 
and  then  preparing  them  for  usefulness. 

How  many  men  there  are  in  Brooklyn  who  have  made  their 
fortunes,  but  who  hare  their  great  investment  for  life  to  make  ! 
Will  you  not  take  hold  of  this  enterprise  in  such  a  practical 
way  that  soon  we  shall  come  over  here  to  find  a  building 
larger  and  finer  and  more  liberally  endowed  than  ours. 

Do  not  be  afraid  of  making  it  too  large.  A  great  many  said 
to  us  that  we  were  attempting  too  much.  But  already,  in  less 
than  eight  months,  we  are  beginning  to  be  cramped  everywhere. 
Because  such  buildings  are  costly  is  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  be  built.  There  are  buildings  that  are  even  more  costly 
but  that  are  not  more  useful.  There  are  two  theatres  on  the  same 
street  with  our  building,  either  of  which  cost  a  third  more 
than  the  edifice  we  occupy ;  and  though  we  are  young,  and 
have  but  just  begun  our  work  there,  I  believe  that  on  the  best 
life  of  New  York  we  are  exerting  a  better  influence  than  either 
of  those  theatres. 

There  is  one  thing  more  that  I  want  to  say.  Whatever  is 
done  in  New  York  and  in  Brooklyn  (for  we  are  both  together 
in  this  great  work)  will  be  felt  through  all  our  land.  If  we 
show  a  wise  economy  and  an  earnest  consecration  in  this  work 
— if  we  take  hold  of  our  young  men  and  women  and  make 
them  God-fearing,  well-equipped  men  and  women,  the  same 
thing  will  be  done  in  every  city  and  town  in  the  United  States. 

Will  you  not,  then,  friends,  for  God  the  dear  Father's  sake — for 
the  Bake  of  Christ,  who  loved  and  died  for  us,  for  the  sake  of  all 
these  young  men  who  are  perishing  about  you,  and  for  the 
sake  of  your  own  sons  and  brothers  and  friends,  take  hold  of  this 
work  and  do  it  now,  thoroughly  and  perfectly,  and  a  true  and 
right  manhood  growing  up  around  you  will  pay  you  a  thous- 
and times  for  all  the  self-sacrifice  that  comes  with  the  effort. 


GIVE  TIME  AS  WELL  AS  MONET. 

We  give  money,  often,  just  because  we  feel  like  it  at  the  time 
or  because  we  can  quiet  our  conscience  in  that  way.  But  how 
much  of  our  time  do  we  give  to  our  Lord  ?  Our  pastors  preach 
to  us  about  this  and  we  frequently  look  upon  it  as  a  part  of 
their  business  to  do  so,  but  upon  the  duty  as  a  sort  of  imprac- 
ticable obligation.  We  are  growing  as  a  Christian  people  into 
the  grand  idea  of  Christian  giving.  It  is  coming  upon  us  year 
after  year  with  more  force  and  potency,  and  men  are  respond- 
ing to  the  call.  It  is  a  serious  question  that  is  troubling  a  great 
many  and  ought  to  trouble  still  more ;  how  can  we  arrange  our 
business  so  that  we  can  give  a  certain  amount  of  time  to  our 
Master  ?  What  would  you  think  of  a  man,  who,  in  his  anxiety 
for  wealth,  should  so  conduct  his  business  as  to  make  no  pro- 
vision for  his  family  ?  There  is  not  a  man,  I  suppose,  in  this 
city  who  does  not  conduct  his  business  with  the  idea  of  the 
present  wants  of  his  family — the  idea  of  his  family  permeates 
everything  he  does.  So  it  ought  to  be  in  our  love  for  Jesus.  It 
ought  to  penetrate  our  business,  so  that  a  portion  of  the  day 
should  be  given  to  the  active  work  the  Master  requires  of  us. 
"Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature  "  is  a  commission  given  to  all  disciples.  We  cannot 
screen  ourselves  by  saying  the  minister  preaches  and  goes  about 
among  the  sick,  and  evangelizes  the  world,  and  that  duty  is  his 
alone.  God  calls  upon  every  one  of  us  to  give  something  of  our 
time  as  well  as  means  to  His  service.  Christian  men  of  business, 
do  not  let  business  swallow  up  all  your  time.  Give  some  of  it 
to  your  Master  in  His  active  work,  and  let  this  city  feel  the 
power  of  your  influence  and  strength. 

r  AddreM  of  Gen.  J.  A.  Bearer  at  annual  meeting  of  the  T.  If.  C.  A.  In  Pittsburgh, 
J-a.,Nov.lS,18TO0 


OPEN-AIR  SERVICES 

AS  A  BRANCH  OF  CHRISTIAN  WOBX. 
R.  B.  POOL. 

Lord  Shaftbbcrt  made  the  astonishing  statement  some  time 
ago,  that  not  more  than  two  per  cent,  of  the  working  men  of 
London  regularly  attend  any  place  of  worship,  and  the  asser- 
tion seems  to  have  been  verified  by  further  inquiry  and  obser- 
vation. He  drew  very  serious  conclusions  from  this  state  of 
things.  Civil  government  itself,  he  felt,  might  be  endangered 
unless  something  was  done  to  counteract  this  indifference. 
"  If  the  majority  of  the  working  population  are  to  be  reached, 
means  must  be  adopted  outride  of  the  ordinary  routine.  These 
means  must  be  redoubled  and  adapted  to  the  circumstance!  of  the 
case."  What  the  proportion  of  non-church  goers  is  in  our  own 
country  we  are  unable  to  say,  but  observation  teaches  that  it 
is  alarmingly  large.  If  England's  institutions  are  endangered 
by  this  neglect,  ours  are  in  like  peril,  a  peril  that  also  involves 
the  ruin  and  loss  of  thousands  of  souls. 

It  will  not  do  to  shut  our  eyes  to  these  unpleasant  facts  and 
point  to  our  unfilled  churches.  "  Compel  them  to  come  in  that 
my  house  may  be  full,"  are  the  words  of  our  Lord.  Through 
the  agency  of  open  air  services  great  good  has  been  accomplish, 
ed  in  the  past,  and  the  Christian  church  is  discovering  here  a 
field  which  possesses  superior  advantages  for  the  spread  of  the 
gospel. 

What  work  can  be  more  inviting  than  than  this,  which  gath- 
ers together  in  our  public  parks  and  thoroughfares  the  disso- 
lute and  abandoned,  the  Jew,  the  Catholic,  and  the  Infidel ; 
people  of  varied  nationalities  and  beliefs,  of  both  sexes  and  of 
all  ages — a  motley  crowd,  arrested  in  the  midst  of  their  thought- 
lessness and  worldliness,  and  drawn  around  an  unpretending 
disciple  of  the  Master,  perhaps  to  cavil  at  his  words,  or  it  may 
be  from  a  real  desire  to  learn  the  way  of  life.  It  is,  however, 
a  voluntary  audience.  No  one  need  stay  a  moment  longer 
than  he  pleases.  Few  who  have  addressed  one  of  these  assem- 
blies, and  witnessed  the  serious  earnestness  that  settles  upon 
the  mass  of  upturned  faces  when  the  speaker  reads  the  Scrip- 
tures and  exhorts  to  repentance,  have  turned  doubting  away, 
while  many  who  came  doubting  have  been  deeply  and  favora- 
bly impressed.  To  a  calculating  worldly  man  such  efforts  may 
seem  very  useless,  for  in  our  cities  when  the  meeting  closes,  the 
people  scatter,  many  never  to  see  the  speaker  face  to  face  again ; 
but  tho  Christian  knows  that  it  is  God  who  giveth  the  increase. 

Who  is  to  perform  this  work  f  Any  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  have  fair  powers  of  utterance,  and  can  intelligent- 
ly and  affectionately  tell  the  story  of  the  cross.  We  must  not 
hinder  this  glorious  labor  by  being  over  fastidious  and  hyper- 
critical. If  there  are  men  who  have  a  decided  fitness  for  it,  let 
them  be  foremost,  but  the  brother  with  only  one  talent  must 
not  be  rejected,  if  he  can  hold  the  attention  of  the  crowd. 
Such  workers  must  be  encouraged  and  trained  if  we  hope  for 
any  considerable  extension  of  open-air  preaching. 

In  closing  we  have  one  suggestion  further  to  offer  in  relation 
to  the  continuance  of  this  branch  of  labor  during  the  winter 
season.  As  our  climate  will  not  allow  of  open  air  services  and 
as  the  masses  of  the  poor  cannot  be  induced  to  enter  our  churches, 
we  would  suggest  the  erection,  in  our  larger  cities,  of  framed 
buildings  of  the  plainest  type,  in  locations  where  people  resort 
in  large  numbers,  or  on  the  most  frequented  thoroughfares.  They 
need  not  be  erected  with  a  view  to  permanency.  Let  them  oc- 
cupy some  vacant  lot,  and  be  so  constructed  and  of  such  free 
access  as  to  attract  all  classes.  Let  the  building  possess  in  all 
its  appointments  an  air  of  welcome  and  cheerfulness,  then  let 
the  exercises  be  of  the  same  character  as  those  in  the  open  air 
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There  should  be  no  attempt  here  to  erect  a  denominational 
church,  but  to  gather  in  souls  to  the  church  universal.  The 
converts  will  easily  find  a  home  congenial  to  them.  A  sug- 
gestion to  this  end  was  put  forth  in  the  article  "  Unfetter  the 
Pulpit "  in  the  July  Monthly.  We  are  happy  thus  incidentally 
to  entertain  and  second  it. 

We  are  rejoiced  also  to  know  that  an  enterprise  of  this  sort 
is  already  contemplated  in  New  York,  in  connection  with  the 
preaching  services  now  being  held  at  the  Cooper  Institute. 

[A  fuller  account  of  this  will  be  found  in  another  column, 
under  the  head  of  City  Missions.    Ed.] 


A   STRANGER'S    IMPRESSIONS  CONCERNING 
OUR  WORK. 

Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Blacktb,  an  eminent  Scotch  clergyman 
who  visited  this  country  last  fall  is  writing  in  the  Sunday  Mag- 
azine a  series  of  articles  entitled  "  America  and  the  Americans., 
Impressions  of  a  Three  Months'  Visit  in  1870."  One  of  these 
articles  is  devoted  chiefly  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations. After  alluding  to  the  "  magnificent  buildings"  erected 
by  our  societies  in  Washington,  New  York,  San  Francisco  and 
other  cities,  he  says  * 

"I  believe  that  the  young  men  of  New  York  and  other  cities 
owe  these  buildings  to  the  splendor  of  the  gin  palaces,  casinos, 
theatres  and  other  hurtful  public  establishments, which  are  con- 
stantly displaying  their  attractions  in  almost  every  street.  Mer- 
chants and  others  who  have  young  men  in  their  employment  must 
have  had  frequent  experience  of  the  pernicious  effects  of  such 
places,  and  sometimes  they  must  have  had  their  hearts  wrung 
by  instances  of  fine  young  men  ruined  by  them  for  life.  It  was 
resolved  that  a  rival  to  them  should  be  provided,  in  no  way  in- 
ferior in  outward  attraction,  and  stored  with  the  very  best  of 
everything  that  could,  with  God's  blessing,  have  a  good  in- 
fluence on  young  men.  It  has  been  too  much  the  habit  of  good 
people  to  fight  the  devil  in  the  most  economical  way  possible— 
to  reduce  the  war  budget  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of 
this  world  to  the  lowest  possible  figure.  I  think  the  American 
people  have  begun  to  take  a  different  view  of  things,  and  to 
see  that  if  the  devil  is  to  be  fought  to  any  purpose,  the  war 
must  be  carried  on  regardless  of  expense.  When  I  speak 
here  of  the  American  people,  I  really  mean  a  section  of  them, 
which  probably  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole — the 
Christian  philanthropic  section — those  who  really  aim  at  the 
Christian  good  of  the  nation.  When  such  men  are  really 
convinced  that  a  philanthropic  scheme  is  a  good  one,  and  that 
it  is  likely  to  effect  good,  they  don't  bogle  at  the  cost — the  dol- 
lars are  forthcoming  on  a  scale  of  liberality  unaccountable  to 
those  who  think  that  money  is  the  sole  article  of  an  American's 
creed.  These  Christian  merchants  of  New  York  were  deter- 
mined that  it  should  not  be  said  that  the  young  men  in  their 
employment  could  find  no  place  in  the  city  where  they  might 
spend  their  evenings  pleasantly  and  profitably ;  and  they  were 
determined,  too,  that  in  the  style  of  the  building  to  dp  furnished 
for  their  benefit  no  occasion  should  be  given  for  contrasting  the 
niggardliness  with  which  Christian  men  provide  for  such  an 
object,  with  the  profuse  expenditure  and  abundant  attractions 
that  are  lavished  upon  the  haunts  of  vice  and  worldly  pleasure. 

"The  general  feeling  in  the  Associations  seems  to  be  one  of 

LOYALTY  TO    THE  CHURCHES. 

and  respect  for  the  clergy ;  while  it  is  felt  that  there  is  an  abun- 
dant sphere  for  their  own  efforts,  not  only  among  young  men 
in  particular  but  in  the  community  at  large.  The  place  which 
they  occupy  in  relation  to  the  Church  is  somewhat  similar  to 
that  which  the  various  religious  orders  occupied  in  the  Church 


of  Rome.  It  has  been  justly  regarded,  we  think,  as  a  proof  of 
the  wisdom  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  which  she  is  entitled  to 
our  imitation,  that  she  continued  to  make  good  use  of  the  ser- 
vice of  these  orders,  notwithstanding  all  their  specialties  and 
crotchets,  instead  of  driving  them  into  a  position  of  alienation 
and  separation.  So  long  as  Young  Men's  Associations  recog- 
nize their  function  as  a  somewhat  subordinate  and  supplemen- 
tary one,  and  carry  on  their  work  in  harmony  with  the  church, 
they  may  be  extremely  useful.  *  *  *  '•  In  the  United 
States  at  the  present  day  they  are  full  of  life  and  eagerness  for 
work.  And  it  has  often  been  found  that  wherever  their 
Associations  have  been  formed  and  conducted  with  vigor  new 
life  has  begun  to  show  itself  in  the  churches  too. 

In  some  cases  missionary  work  is  carried  on ;  in  Chicago 
there  is  a  system  of  regular  visitation,  under  the  zealous  super- 
intendence of  that  incarnation  of  life  and  spirit,  Mr.  Moody. 
To  spread  the  system,  to  get  branches  formed  in  all  suitable 
localities,  and  especially  to  interest  ministers  and  congregations 
in  the  work,  are  among  the  objects  to  which  the  existing  Asso- 
ciations devote  very  earnest  attention." 

THE  CHURCH  AND  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

A  STIRRING  AND  INSTRUCTIVE   DEBATE. 
Reported  for  Uu  AmoctaUon  JTonUUy. 

Of  the  many  interesting  discussions  held  at  the  late  Pennsyl- 
vania Convention  none  was  more  instructive  than  that  which 
arose  concerning  the  relation  our  societies  sustain  to  the  church. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  opened  the  discussion,  and 
thought  the  Associations  were  ono  of  the  most  efficient  agencies 
employed  by  the  churches.  (1.)  As  skirmishers  they  were  in  ad- 
vance of  the  immediate  influence  of  the  church.  (2)  As  unifier* 
they  brought  brethren  bearing  different  names  but  one  in 
Christ,  into  closer  fellowship  and  sympathy.  (8)  By  popular 
gatherings  they  gave  an  expression  to  this  unity  and  kindled  . 
enthusiasm  in  work  for  Christ,  and  thus  (4)  were  promoting 
an  activity  and  spirituality  among  Christians  which  made  them 
a  blessing  to  the  church  catholic. 

Mr.  Peter  B.  Simmons,  of  Philadelphia  and  President  of  the 
Convention  spoke  with  gratitude  of  the  cordial  harmony  ex- 
isting between  the  ministry  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Associa- 
tion. A  short  time  ago  they  invited  to  their  rooms  the  clergy 
of  that  city  for  conference  on  their  work.  More  than  100  minis- 
ters came.  They  remained  together  in  cordial  conference  from 
71  till  Hi  P.  M.,  and  before  they  parted  the  ministers  adopted 
resolutions  heartily  endorsing  the  Association. 

The  unity  and  occasional  blending  of  the  various  churches  were 
forcibly  illustrated  by  the  story  of  a  member  from  Newcastle. 
At  that  place  the  Methodist  brethren  held  last  summer  an  un- 
usually solemn  camp  meeting.  By  means  of  the  Association 
a  hearty  sympathy  with  the  good  work  was  maintained 
throughout  the  churches,  and  when  the  Methodists  left  the 
ground  the  Presbyterians  took  possession  and  were  "«e«n  noisier" 
than  their  predecessors. 

But  there  were  others  who  told  a  far  different  story.  An 
earnest  worker  in  the  Sunday  school  from  Allentown  spoke  of 
the  many  difficulties  encountered  by  the  Association  there 
which  was  now  dead  from  lack  of  that  very  sympathy  just 
spoken  of. 

Rev.  B.  C.  Meeker  of  Tamaqua  stirred  and  saddened  the 
Convention  by  the  story  of  effort  after  effort  that  had  been 
made  to  establish  an  Association  in  that  place,  of  the  opposi- 
tion of  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  of  the  urgent  call  for  Chris- 
tian labor  among  the  young  men  of  that  community  few  of  whom 
were  in  the  churches.     He  asked  the  brethren  for  counsel. 

This  called  out  Mr.  D.  E.  Small  of  York,  Pa.,  who  gave  a 
deeply  interesting  narrative  of  how  obstacles  of  this  sort  had 
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been  overcome  in  their  town.  Their  first  attempt  in  1857-8  to 
start  an  Association  failed.  The  churches  would  not  unite  in 
the  work.  "  Finally  the  young  men  in  our  communion  said  they 
would  organize  a  church  Association.  They  did  so,  holding 
meetings  and  inviting  individual  brethren  from  other  churches 
to  come.  The  Lord  blessed  them,  and  their  influence  for  good 
began  to  be  felt.  This  roused  the  young  men  of  another 
church.  Soon  a  third  organization  was  effected.  All  flourish- 
ed. Then  the  project  of  a  Union  Association  had  many  advo- 
cates. With  prayer  and  thoughtful  deliberation  such  a  society 
was  formed,  and  now  sixteen  churches  are  represented  in  its 
membership."     ' 

Mr.  Thomas  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburgh,  the  efficient  chairman  of 
the  State  Executive  Committee  urged  upon  all  the  brethren  the 
importance  of  being  not  only  as  active  as  ever  in  the  church, 
but  more  earnest  and  devoted  than  they  were  before  forming 
the  Association.  Each  one  of  us  should  from  our  connection 
here  become  more  useful  as  individual  members  of  the  churches 
to  which  we  belong. 

This  debate  was  listened  to  with  close  attention  and  deep 
interest  by  the  audience  that  crowded  the  church  during  its 
progress.  We  are  unable  to  reproduce  many  of  the  instructive 
remarks  uttered,  but  more  than  any  other  incident  of  the  Con- 
vention it  made  a  deep  and  permanent  impression  in  favor  of 
our  work  upon  the  minds  of  all  who  were  privileged  to  attend. 


OUR  ROOMS  AND  THEIR  COMMITTEE. 

The  appendix  to  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  late  Penn- 
sylvania Convention  in  Scranton  contains  some  admirable  par- 
agraphs on  our  work.    We  quote  one  of  these : 

"  The  ambition  of  all  Associations  as  soon  as  organized,  is  to 
possess  a  room ;  and  while  we  desire  to  see  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Room  in  every  town  in  the  State,  yet  the 
keeping  open  of  one  is  but  a  small  part  of  our  duties.  It  is 
the  most  expensive  item  in  our  work,  and  the  one  from  which 
often  the  least  direct  result  is  seen,  and  in  some  places  the  work 
is  carried  on  most  actively  without  one.  While  we  say,  if  you 
have  not  the  means  to  open  a  room,  go  into  the  work  without 
it,  believing  that  if  it  is  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  work 
God  will  give  you  the  means  to  secure  it.  But  having  secured 
the  means,  get  the  very  best  room  you  can  afford,  in  the  best 
location,  easy  of  access,  bright  and  cheerful.  Have  it  comfort- 
ably furnished,  and  make  it  as  attractive  as  you  can.  Place  a 
large  transparency  where  it  will  attract  most  notice,  inviting  all 
to  come  in. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  committees  of  the  Associa-* 
tion.  Its  duties  require  two  members  to  be  in  attendance  at  the 
rooms  each  evening  from  seven  to  ten  o'clock,  to  have  the  care 
of  the  rooms,  receive  and  entertain  strangers,  to  introduce  mem- 
bers, to  have  charge  of  the  evening  meeting,  and  as  they  have 
opportunity,  to  do  good  to  all  with  whom  they  come  in  con- 
tact. The  Evening  Committee,  when  on  duty,  should  be  desig- 
nated by  a  blue  ribbon  in  the  button  hole." 


TWO  VALUABLE  PERIODICALS. 

The  following  letter  lately  received,  telle  Ita  own  itory  anil  we  commend  it  to 
toe  attention  of  oar  librarian!. 

Sir: — May  I  ask  you  to  have  the  courtesy  to  allow  this 
note  to  reach,  through  your  columns,  the  Secretaries  or  Com- 
mittees of  'Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.'  I  war 
one  of  the  delegates  from  England,  to  the  Evangelical  Alli- 
ance Conference  at  New  York,  and  was  to  have  read  a  paper 
on  "Christianity  and  the  Press."  When  the  Meeting  was 
postponed,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  my  visit  to  gather  new 
materials  concerning  American  literature  in  its  christian  bear- 


ings. I  took  note  of  the  publications,  in  the  reading  rooms  of 
the  Associations,  and  only  in  one  place  saw  copies  of  the  two 
periodicals  which  are  first  in  circulation  and  iu  the  esteem  of 
the  christian  public  in  the  old  country,  "  The  Leisure  Hour," 
and  "The  8unday  at  Home."  The  united  circulation  of  these  is 
above  225,000 ;  and  as  the  "  Sunday  at  Home "  especially  is 
as  much  adapted  for  American  as  for  English  circulation,  it 
would  be  very  gratifying  to  know  that  it  was  seen  by  the 
young  men  of  the  United  States.  The  American  Sunday 
School  Union,  New  York,  has  kindly  undertaken  the  agency 
for  this  periodical." 

JAMBS  MACAUI.AY,  M.  D. 

Mr.  Macaulay  adds  in  a  private  note :  "  If  the  Sunday  el 
Home  belonged  to  a  private  publisher  or  was  a  mere  commer- 
cial affair  like  many  magazines  we  would  have  had  a  business 
agency  before  now.  But  it  has  attained  to  its  present  large 
circulation  by  the  work  of  private  persons  with  the  belp  of 
the  Religious  Tract  Society," 


Subjects  for  the  Prater  Meeting.  We  receive  from  the 
Bethlehem  Association  the  list  of  subjects  for  their  semi- weekly 
prayer  meetings  during  the,  present  year.  We  print  a  selection 
from  the  list : 

The  Believer's  Wealth.  1  Cor.  iii,  22,  28.  Dan.  vii,  27. 

Peace  with  God.  Rom.  v.,  1-11  Is.  xxvi,  8. 

Have  you  no  time  to  pray  ?    Luke  vi.,  12.  1  Thes.  T.  17. 

Will  ye  also  go  away  ?  John  vi  60-71. 

The  Refiner  of  Silver.  Mai.  iii :  8.  1.  Peter  L,  7.  Jas.  i :  2-4. 


Religion  is  the  best  armor  that  a  man  can  have  but  it  is  the 
worst  cloak. — Bunyan. 


WALKING  WITH  GOD. 

z. 
He  walks  with  God  I    Enough  for  me 
That  this  I  in  my  brother  see : 
I  ask  not  what  his  rank  or  name, 
Whether  obscure,  or  rich  in  fame, 
Who  fall  before  him,  or  who  rise ; 
If  he  be  ignorant  or  wise. 

n. 
He  walks  with  God  I   To  Him  allied, 
He  presses  closely  to  His  side ; 
No  more  of  him  I  ask  to  know. 
But  gladly  I  with  him  will  go ; 
My  brother  he,  my  dearest  friend ; 
With  him  I  would  a  life-time  spend. 

m. 
He  walks  with  God  1    Oh  kinship  sweet, 
For  Saints  and  angels  only,  meet, 
How  steadfast  and  how  true  the  heart 
That  from  its  Master  will  not  parti 
Though  never  warm  or  true  to  me, 
I  love  it,  Lord,  for  loving  Thee 

IT. 

He  walks  with  God  I   Nor  ever  heeds 
Over  what  heights  his  pathway  leads, 
Or  where  to  valley  dips  the  road, 
Enough  for  him  to  be  with  God. 
Enough  that  earthly  joy  or  pain, 
Tempting  can  only  tempt  in  vain. 

T. 

He  walks  with  God  1   I  lift  mine  eye 
Anil  see  what  fields  before  him  lie ; 
The  river  clear,  the  pasture  green ; 
What  matters  what  may  intervene, 
Lord,  when  he  is  at  home,  with  Thee 
O  let  his  mantle  fall  on  met 
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BELATED  BY  HEB8ELF. 

[Traiulated  for  the  Assooiatiott  Moi»THi.T,by  Mr.  O.  C.  Morse,  from  the  Chretien 

EeangtHqut,  published  In  Lanaanne,  Swltierland.] 

"  Prove  all  thing*,  hold  bet  that  which  la  good."   II  The*.  V :  21. 

CONTINUED. 

In  the  afternoon  needle-work  and  the  preparation  of  oar  next 
day's  lessons  occupied  our  whole  time.  From  hour  to  hour,  at 
the  striking  of  the  clock,  a  voice  among  the  scholars  proclaimed 
the  shortness  of  life :  In  each  and  every  hour  Jesus  should  be  in 
our  hearts  I  Time  passes,  eternity  approaches.  Let  as  live  as  we 
should  wish  to  spend  the  last  hour  on  earth.  Ave  Maria,  which 
means  I  salute  you,  Mary,  full  of  grace,  the  Lord  is  with  you, 
you  are  blessed  among  all  women,  and  Jesus,  the  fruit  of  your 
womb  is  blessed.  Holy  Mary,  mother  of  God,  pray  for  us,  poor  sin- 
ners, now,  and  in  the  hour  of  death,  Amen  I 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  name  of  Jesus  uttered  so  incidentally, 
is  merely  inserted  for  the  form's  sake,  while  the  true  prayer  and 
homage,  the  entreaty  for  intercession  is  addressed  not  to  the  Crea- 
tor but  to  the  creature ;  not  to  Him  who  suffered  and  died  to  save 
us,  but  to  her,  who  like  ourselves,  has  had  need  to  be  saved  from 
her  sins.  Upon  returning  at  nine  o'clock,  we  recited  in  a  loud 
voice,  sometimes  the  chaplet  of  the  virgin,  consisting  in  the  invoca- 
tion above  cited,  and  repeated  fifty  times;  sometimes  litanies,  or 
the  enumeration  of  the  attributes,  always  of  the  virgin,  after  each 
of  which  we  repeated :  "  Pray  for  us ;  mother  of  God  I  pray  for  us ; 
queen  of  angels  t  pray  for  as ;  gate  of  heaven  1  pray  for  us ;  tower 
of  ivory  I  house  of  gold  I  pray  for  us ;  ark  of  the  covenant  I  pray 
for  us,  etc.,  etc. 

The  abridgment  of  the  catechism  of  perseverance  says  (Paris 
edition  of  1840,  662  page :)  "  Mary  in  heaven,  intercedes  for  us, 
pleads  oar  cause,  dispenses  to  ue  the  grace  of  God ;  she  is  the 
treasure  of  heaven.  In  assisting  us  she  lacks  nothing,  neither  the 
power  nor  the  will  I"  It  was  necessary  for  us  to  propitiate  this 
incomparable  power. 

One  of  the  forms  of  this  worship,  I  know  not  whether  it  exists 
elsewhere,  but  which  was  in  every  instance  held  in  honor  among 
the  Visitandines,  consisted  in  writing  a  letter,  at  the  time  of  the 
"  Festival  of  the  sacred  heart  of  the  Virgin,"  in  which  we  laid  open 
to  her  all  our  feelings,  desires,  fears  and  hopes  for  eternity.  These 
letters,  duly  sealed  were  deposited  in  a  silver  heart  on  the  altar  of 
the  Virgin  Mary.  After  being  allowed  to  remain  there  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  they  were  burnt  with  incense,  in  order  to  cause  them 
to  mount  up  to  the  throne  of  the  mother  of  God,  from  whence 
they  were  to  return  upon  us  in  the  form  of  spiritual  blessings.  It 
was  natural  for  our  young  and  unreflecting  minds  to  believe  in 
such  fantasies,  the  absurdity  of  which  the  least  amount  of  common 
sense,  a  little  later  in  life  must  have  revealed  to  us.  But  at  that 
time  we  did  not  have  the  slightest  shadow  of  a  doubt.  I  would 
not  wish  to-day  to  make  a  falBe  supposition  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  but  it  would  not  have  been  at  all  singular,  had  these 
letters  before  being  burnt,  passed  into  the  hands  of  oar  teachers,  an 
easy  method  of  reading  what  was  in  our  hearts,  for  we  had  no 
secrets  to  keep  from  our  divine  and  powerful  protectress.  If  in 
saying  this  I  utter  a  rash  judgment,  the  fault  lies  at  the  door  of 
those  who  gave  us  such  a  ridiculous  form  of  worship. 

Every  year  we  had  what  was  called  "  the  retreat "  (le  retroite)  that 
is  to  say,  during  one  week,  both  nuns  and  boarding  scholars  lived 
each  one  apart  by  herself,  before  God,  counting  her  sins,  the  num- 
ber of  her  steps  forward  as  well  as  backward,  and  striking  in  some 
way  a  balance  of  her  soul,  to  present  to  the  sovereign  Judge  of  all. 

This  first  task  was  followed  by  meditations  on  repentance, 
death,  the  future  judgment,  hell,  purgatory  and  eternal  life.  Our 
garden  was  transformed  into  a  Thebais,  where  each  clump  of 
bushes  concealed  a  tortured  and  burdened  soul.  \We  departed 
thence  disturbed  enough,  for  during  eight  long  days  we  had  con- 
scientiously chased  from  our  minds  all  thoughts  but  those  that 
would  aid  as  in  attaining  our  object,  to  wit:  a  mortification  of  our- 


selves sufficient  to  amply  atone  for  all  our  past  sins.  These  retreats 
however,  we  were  taught  to  regard  as  far  inferior  in  point  of  merit 
to  a  strict  observance  of  the  worship  of  the  virgin.  I  am  obliged  to 
recur  to  this,  in  order  to  have  it  thoroughly  understood,  that  though 
God  was  at  times  presented  to  us  as  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  life, 
the  virgin  filled  up  the  whole  intervening  space.  It  was  by  her 
intercession  that  we  obtained  the  greatest  blessings.  In  reality  she 
was  our  all  in  all.  I  know  that  there  exists  in  the  Romish  church, 
a  so  called  difference  between  what  is  named  the  worship  of"  Latrie  " 
which  is  due  to  God,  the  worship  "  d'Hyperdulie,"  which  is  ren- 
dered to  the  virgin,  and  that  of  "  Dulie,"  which  is  addressed  to  the 
saints ;  it  is  even  said,  that  to  render  to  creatures  the  worship  of 
"  Latrie  "  which  belongs  to  the  Creator  would  be  a  great  sin ;  yet 
this  "  Latrie,"  cold  and  severe,  recalls  involuntarily  the  verse  of 
the  poet: 

"  Sacred  he  is,  for  no  one  touches  him." 
while  the  others,  pictured  as  possessing  all  beauty,  grace  and  ten- 
der compassion,  attracted  the  imagination  and  the  senses.  Behold  I 
for  instance  this  month  of  Mary  (month  of  May)  time  of  opening 
flowers,  of  springing  verdure  and  of  sweet  and  tender  impressions  I !  1 
What  a  skillfully  spun  thread  to  entrap  the  unreflecting  age,  when 
the  heart  yields  itself  with  unquestioning,  unreasoning  confidence. 

How  too,  could  we  reason  or  reflect  when  following  sovereign 
and  infallible  guides,  ambassadors  of  God  to  teach  the  way  to 
Heaven,  in  whom  we  had  implicit  faith  T 

But  I  anticipate,  for  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak  not  the  smallest 
corner  of  the  veil  had  been  lifted,  and  I  aspired  to  nothing  higher 
than  to  be  a  true  child  of  Mary. 

Meanwhile  I  continued  my  studies  and  was  initiated  with  my 
schoolmates  into  the  various  phases  of  convent  life.  With  the 
nuns  we  rejoiced  over  the  arrival  of  a  new  sister,  or  a  visit  from 
the  archbishop  whom  we  received  on  our  knees  in  the  parlor  and 
listened  with  deep  reverence  to  his  words,  receiving  at  the  close 
his  benediction,  and  if  we  were  able  to  kiss  the  hem  of  his  scarlet 
robe  as  he  passed,  we  esteemed  ourselves  supremely  happy.  All 
the  new  sisters  retained  during  the  first  six  months  of  their  proba- 
tion, their  worldly  dress.  This  was  their  first  trial  and  had  no 
binding  force.  At  the  end  of  these  six  months  the  convent  dress 
was  adopted.  The  young  candidate  apparelled  as  a  bride,  in  a 
white  robe,  long  veil  and  nuptial  wreath  and  surrounded  by  all  her 
sisters  and  her  parents,  listened  to  a  sermon  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion. In  this  discourse  the  pleasures  of  the  world  and  their  vani- 
ty were  portrayed  on  the  one  side,  while  on  the  other  the  austere 
self-denial  of  the  cloister,  and  the  peace  promised  on  and  for  such 
a  renunciation  of  the  world  were  set  forth  in  earnest  words. 
After  the  sermon  the  new  candidate  passed  into  the  sacristy,  and 
soon  returned  clothed  in  the  dress  of  the  order,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  black  veil  and  silver  cross.  After  passing  a  year  of 
probation,  during  which  she  was  at  liberty  to  re-enter  the  world, 
a  final  ceremony  was  performed.  She  was  first  laid  upon  the  floor, 
and  covered  with  a  pall  to  indicate  that  she  was  dead  to  the 
world.  Having  arisen,  the  silver  cross  was  hung  about  her  neck 
and  the  black  veil  thrown  over  her.  She  took  the  vows  of  poverty 
and  obedience,  and  from  that  day  became  the  spouse  of  Christ, 
possessing  nothing  more  of  her  own,  and  having  no  other  will  but 
that  of  her  superiors.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that  the  nuns  were 
specially  active  in  the  work  of  seeking  and  winning  as  proselytes 
to  the  order  the  young  boarding  scholars  under  their  care.  Noth- 
ing of  the  sort  was  attempted,  and  I  don't  think  that  1  ever  heard 
a  single  word  that  could  have  inclined  us  to  such  a  course.  We 
admired,  indeed,  the  lofty  spiritual  dignity  to  which  these  nuns 
had  attained,  but  we  never  thought  of  following  their  example. 
The  laws  of  France  do  not  allow  the  taking  of  perpetual  vows, 
yet  each  member  of  the  order  considers  herself  as  morally  bound, 
nor  do  I  think  it  often  happens  that-  any  of  them  renounce  their 
vows.  They  remain  In  the  cloiBter  till  the  great  resurrection  day; 
for  when  one  of  their  number  dies,  her  mortal  remains  are  con- 
veyed to  the  foot  of  the  garden,  and  buried  in  a  little  enclosure 

where  the  remains  of  her  predecessors  already  repose. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  I  returned  home.  My  invalid  mother  and 
a  young  brother  of  four  years  required  my  care.  As  I  lived  very 
near  to  the  convent,  in  my  leisure  hours  I  continued  my  intercourse 
with  the  teachers  from  whom  I  had  parted  with  pain.  Nor  did  I 
change  my  confessor.  I  loved  the  venerable  old  man  whom  I  had 
ever  found  ready  to  assist  me  with  bis  wise  counsels  and  prayers. 

Soon  my  parents  announced  to  me  their  desire  that  I  should 
marry  a  son  of  one  of  our  friends.  For  several  years  I  had  known 
this  young  man  and  I  made  no  opposition  to  our  being  married. 
It  had  been  agreed  that  the  wedding  should  take  place  on  my  sev- 
enteenth birthday.  From  that  time  he  came  twice  a  week  to 
our  house ;  he  conversed  with  my  father,  addressing  to  me  a  few 
words,  to  which,  if  I  remember  rightly,  I  responded  foolishly 
enough.  A  house  was  hired  and  all  preparations  for  the  wedding 
made.  But  my  mother  remained  ill,  and  so  the  winter  passed. 
On  the  first  of  March  my  father  suffered  an  attack  of  pleurisy, 
which  soon  became  very  serious,  and  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  there 
was  no  hope  of  his  recovery.  Four  days  afterward  my  good  father 
expired,  having  been  in  a  speechless  condition  during  most  of  his 
sickness.  I  did  not  leave  his  bedside  during  that  last  week,  except 
to  render  to  my  mother  the  services  which  her  feeble  state  required. 
and  to  prepare  her  little  by  little  for  the  sad  event.  Though  with- 
out the  power  of  recognition,  my  father  loved  to  listen  to  my 
voice ;  and  I  made  use  of  this  opportunity  to  whisper  in  his  ear 
some  words  of  trust  and  love,  that  might  serve  to  direct  his  thoughts 
towards  the  solemn  event  that  was  approaching.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  say  how  sharp  an  interruption  this  was  to  my  youthful 
hopes  and  plans.  A  month  later  and  I  should  attain  the  age  of 
seventeen.  These  scenes  of  mourning  took  the  place  of  the  nuptial 
festivities  that  up  to  this  moment  were  being  prepared  for.  My  lover 
proved  himself  very  devoted,  and  rendered  us  much  assistance  in 
the  settlement  of  my  father's  estate.  After  some  months  every- 
thing had  been  adjusted.  We  were* in  possession  of  a  moderate 
fortune  In  every  way  this  death,  so  sudden,  proved  an  irreparable 
loss  to  us.  My  oldest  brother  left  the  boarding  school  which  he  had 
heretofore  attended,  and  was  placed  in  a  business  house  to  learn 
an  apprenticeship.  New  and  serious  duties  devolved  upon  me,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  place  in  the  back  ground  all  my  previous  plans  for 
the  future.  During  the  first  months  of  our  mourning,  my  lover  had 
abstained  from  alluding  again  to  our  marriage,  but  in  the  autumn 
he  recurred  to  it.  My  mother,  to  whom  he  addressed  himsel  f,  sent  him 
to  me  for  an  answer.  I  had  had  time  to  reflect  on  it,  and  had  ar- 
rived at  the  conviction  that  I  could  not  leave  my  mother  alone  and 
sick,  with  my  young  brothers.  I  told  him  this  very  frankly.  He 
proposed  to  wait  still  longer,  but  to  fix  a  definite  time  for  the  cele- 
bration of  our  marriage.  I  could  not  accede  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment for  no  word  of  the  physician  concerning  my  mother's  condi- 
tion allowed  me  to  think  that  I  should  be  restored  to  liberty  again. 
He  then  proposed  to  unite  our  two  families.  This  was  a  generous 
offer,  but  ought  I  to  accept  such  a  sacrifice  on  his  part,  and  impose 
on  him  the  care  of  four  persons  in  place  of  one  f  Was  I  able  to 
undertake  and  discharge  all  the  duties  to  husband,  mother  and 
brothers  which  were  involved  in  this  union  of  names?  I  did  not 
feel  that  I  had  the  right  to  do  so.  Perhaps  another  solution  of  the 
difficulty  was  possible.  But  I  then  was  fully  persuaded  that  God, 
in  taking  away  my  father,  had  marked  out  for  me  a  new  and  dif- 
ferent road.  The  immediate  duty  was  to  my  mother  and  brothers. 
I  resolved  to  remain  with  them  whatever  my  feelings  or  inclina- 
tions might  be.  God  assists  each  of  his  children  who  desire  to  pur- 
sue the  right  path.  This  is  one  of  the  elementary  truths  of  our  holy 
religion,  and  yet  each  fresh  illustration  of  it  causes  us  new  surprise. 
Of  the  time  which  followed  these  events,  I  remember  but  little  ; 
nothing  of  importance  recurs  to  my  memory,  nothing  worthy  of 
record  in  these  pages.  It  was,  as  it  were,  a  pause  between  the 
past  to  which  I  was  about  to  bid  an  everlasting  farewell,  and  the 
future  which  I  could  not  then  forecast. 

I  had  nearly  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  when  we  received  into 
our  house  for  five  days  a  lady  who  had  been  recommended  to  us  by 


one  of  our  friends.  She  had  come  to  the  city  to  attend  to  some  busi- 
ness matters,  and,  as  she  was  not  rich,  the  use  of  our  house  was  ad- 
vantageous to  her.  We  willingly  received  her.  I  will  say  nothing 
of  her  personal  character  which  does  not  immediately  concern  this 
story,  and  with  which  I  was  but  slightly  acquainted.  But  we 
were  too  good  Roman  Catholics  to  suffer  any  difference  of  opinion 
on  her  part  to  disturb  us.  She  appeared  to  be  pious ;  the  name 
of  God  and  love  for  his  law  recurred  continually  in  her  conversa- 
tion. Yet  we  felt  that  she  differed  from  us.  In  what  respect  it 
would  have  been  difficult  for  us  to  say.  It  was  a  matter  of  in- 
stinctive feeling  rather  than  of  reason.  As  we  were  questioning  what 
this  could  be,  she  informed  us  one  day  that  though  born  a  Roman 
Catholic  she  had-  embraced  the  religion  called  "Evangelical." 
Evangelical  ?  what  could  this  mean  ?  Were  not  we  Evangelical  ? 
we  who  bore  the  name  of  Christ,  whose  ministers  descended  by  an 
unbroken  line  of  succession  from  the  age  of  the  Apostles  and  the 
holy  Evangelists?  She  said  to  us  that  to  be  Evangelical  was  to 
follow  the  law  of  the  Gospel  before  that  of  man.  But  did  not  we 
ourselves  follow  this  law  of  the  Gospel  preached  by  our  priests  and 
explained  by  them  to  the  more  simple  minded  in  order  that  they 
might  understand  it  ?  Poor  ignorant  woman,  how  we  pitied  her 
for  not  submitting  to  the  authority  of  our  holy  doctors,  and  how 
strange  her  fanaticism  seemed  to  us !  Many  good  chaplets  did  we 
offer  to  the  virgin  in  her  behalf,  praying  that  she  might  be  led 
back  into  the  right  way  I  But  the  period  of  her  stay  with  us  was 
drawing  to  a  close  and  we  soon  should  cease  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  concerning  ourselves  with  what  she  was  or  was  not. 

A  day  or  two  before  her  departure  she  received  a  visit  from  a  friend 
whom  she  introduced  to  us  as  one  who  shared  her  convictions.  We 
learned  then,  that  there  existed  a  whole  congregation  bearing 
this  name  of  "  Evangelicals,''  a  fact  of  which  we  had  heretofore  been 
ignorant.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  face 
more  venerable  and  sympathetic  or  one  that  seemed  to  breathe  more 
of  true  piety  than  that  of  her  friend.  We  experienced,  too,  a  lively 
sense  of  pain  when  we  heard  him  say  that  he,  too,  had  once  been 
a  Roman  Catholic,  but  had  renounced  the  errors  of  the  Church  of 
Rome  to  worship  God  in  spirit  and  truth.  Poor  wandering  soul  1 
thought  I,  would  that  you  might  realize  before  it  becomes  too  late, 
how  far  you  have  strayed  from  the  right  way,  and  enter  once  more, 
within  the  pale  of  the  Church.  Before  leaving  us,  our  lady  guest 
offered  to  me  by  way  of  remembrance,  a  little  Mew  Testament.  I 
set  myself  to  reading  it,  and  soon  discovered  that  our  "  Parochial 
Hours "  (Heures  paroissiales)  contained  numerous  extracts  from 
this  little  volume;  I  was  rejoiced  at  this  discovery  which  seemed 
to  confirm  the  excellence  of  our  faith,  and  I  asked  myself  how  it 
was  possible  to  suspect  a  religion,  which  had  for  its  basis  this  same 
gospel  about  which  these  persons  talked  so  much.  I  continued  my 
reading  then,  rejoicing  more  than  I  can  tell  over  the  beautiful 
pages  that  had  fallen  for  the  first  time  beneath  my  gaze,  and  the 
agreement  of  which  with  the  teachings  of  our  church  strengthened 
my  faith. 

My  uneventful  life  gave  me  many  leisure  hours  to  devote  to 
a  study  that  had  become  so  dear  to  me.  It  increased,  it  is  true, 
that  feeling  of  condemnation,  that  ever  weighed  upon  my  soul, 
but  it  opened  to  my  eyes  new  horizons  of  grace  and  love,  in  the 
frequent  appeals  of  the  Saviour  to  all  those  who  longed  for  sal- 
vation. I  hungered  and  thirsted  for  this  salvation,  and  it  was 
from  the  depths  of  my  soul  that  I  cried  out :  "  What  must  I 
do  to  obtain  it  f  But  the  further  I  advanced  so  much  tjhe  more 
Increased  my  surprise  and  wonder  at  the  touching  appeals  of  the 
Lord,  and  those  good  words :  "  He  that  believeth  hath  life,"  he  that 
believeth  is  passed  from  death  unto  life."  Such  declarations  were 
to  my  soul  as  refreshing  dew.  I  had  never  heard  any  like  them 
before.  The  Church  of  Rome  can  give  no  assurance  of  salvation. 
Considering  this  doctrine  as  pernicious  and  calculated  to  engender 

Sride,  she  desires  that  souls  should  be  kept  in  a  continual  state  of 
ependence  on  her  authority.  But  this  apparent  humility  conceals 
a  vast  depth  of  self-righteousness.  Viewed  from  her  stand-point, 
salvation  is,  in  effect,  no  longer  a  work  finished  by  the  Saviour,  but 
it  becomes  the  recompense  of  Individual  merit.  Christ,  it  is  true, 
has  suffered  death  for  us,  to  open  the  gate  of  heaven,  which  had 
been  closed  since  the  fall.  He  has,  by  his  expiatory  sacrifice  re-es- 
tablished the  communication  between  heaven  and  earth,  and 
has  placed  us  on  the  road  to  our  final  rest  and  home  But  it  is  for 
us  to  do  the  rest  and  to  merit  salvation.  We  shall  be  judged 
worthy  of  receiving  an  eternity  of  joy  or  misery,  according  to  oui 
works  (207  page  of  the  Catechism  of  Perseverance). 
(To  be  continued). 
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Subscribers  for  the  year  1870  are  requested  to 
promptly  renew  their  subscriptions  this  month,  or  to 
notify  us  of  their  wish  to  discontinue  the  paper. 

We  shall  be  unable  in  future  to  supply  our  subscribers  with 
copies  of  the  paper  for  last  year. 


A  PREMIUM  FOR  EVERY  SUBSCRIBER. 
To  any  new  or  old  subscriber  who  sends  us  $1.50  we  will  send 
the  Association  Monthly  for  one  year,  and  also  a  copy — post- 
age prepaid — of  the  New  Yobk  Observer  Ybab  Book  and  Al- 
manac fob  1871.  By  a  special  arrangement  we  are  able  to 
furnish  to  our  subscribers  this  valuable  work,  at  half  price. 
It  is  an  almost  indispensable  compend  of  religious  and  secular 
information.    We  refer  to  its  contents  in  another  column. 


A  NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  BINDER, 
The  first  edition  of  our  binder  haying  been  exhausted,  and 
many  reading  rooms  of  our  Associations  being  still  unsupplied,  a 
new  edition  was  ordered  and  has  just  been  received.  We  would 
again  call  the  attention  of  our  subscribers-  and  specially  those 
in  charge  of  reading  rooms,  to  this  admirable  patent  self-binder 
with  full  cloth  sides  and  neat  gilt  side-stamp  manufactured 
expressly  for  the  Association  Monthly  by  Messrs.  Koch  & 
Sons.  It  will  be  furnished,  postage  prepaid,  to  any  person  on 
receipt  of  one  dollar.  Address  R.  C.  Morse,  Association  Build- 
ing, Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  28d  Street,  N.  Y. 

The  New  Heading  of  our  paper  has  been  improved  the 
present  month,  receiving  more  distinctness  of  outline  from  the 
engraver,  Mr.  Edward  Sears  of  this  city.  The  friends  who  con- 
gratulated us  on  the  appearance  of  our  last  issue  will  be  still 
further  pleased  with  this  amendment  to  an  amendment. 

To  otjb  New  Subscbibbbs  in  Ohio  we  owe  an  apology  for 
a  long  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  papers  for  which  they  sub- 
scribed through  our  canvasser,  Mr.  H.  N.  Jackson.    Their 


names  were  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Jackson  during  his  tour  in  Ohio 
in  two  successive  letters,  both  of  which  were  lost  in  the  mails. 
As  Mr.  Jackson  at  the  time  of  sending  these  was  on  his  way 
still  further  west  it  was  several  weeks  before  we  were  made 
aware  of  the  loss  sustained.  As  speedily  as  practicable  the 
names  were  forwarded  to  us  and  the  papers  have,  we  trust, 
long  before  this  safely  reached  their  destination. 

Mb.  Herman  N.  Jackson  is  already  well  known  among  many 
of  our  subscribers  as  an  excellent  and  trustworthy  canvasser  for 
subscribers  to  the  Monthly.  He  left  this  city  last  summer  and 
on  his  way  as  far  west  as  St.  Louis  has  visited  more  than  fifty 
Associations  receiving  invariably  a  pleasant  welcome.  He  at- 
tended the  Michigan  Convention  at  Jackson  last  month  and  is 
now  visiting  towns  and  Associations  in  that  State.  He  expects 
to  return  by  way  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  We 
heartily  thank  all  who  have  aided  him  in  his  work  hitherto, 
and  ask  for  him  from  all  the  officers  and  members  he  is  soon  to 
visit,  cordial  welcome  and  support. 

THE  NEW  LIBRARY  IN  CHICAGO. 

The  opening,  last  December,  of  the  new  library  room  of  our 
Association  in  Chicago  was  a  very  interesting  occasion.  The  room 
is  in  the  new  building  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Farwell  adjoining  the  present 
edifice  of  the  Association,  and  is  the  munificent  gift  of  Mr.  F. 
This  spacious  apartment,  lighted  from  the  roof,  measures  eighty 
feet  square,  is  fifty  feet  in  height,  and  will  contain  800,000  vol- 
umes.   It  is  made  fire  proof. 

At  the  opening  exercises  a  large  number  of  visitors  gathered 
in  the  lower  Farwell  Hall.  Racy  and  appropriate  addresses 
were  made  by  Professor  8wing,  Rev.  Drs.  Goodwin,  Goodspeed, 
and  Hatfield  and  Rev.  Mr.  Kittredge.  The  themes  discussed 
related  to  the  value  and  use  of  libraries  and  reading  rooms,  the 
intellectual  tastes  and  deficiencies  of  our  young  men,  and  the 
style  and  expense  of  church  edifices.  The  speakers  commanded 
the  entire  attention  of  the  audience  and  the  occasion  was  in 
every  way  enjoyable  and  interesting. 


Many  Scandalous  Reports  have  been  circulated  in  the 
daily  press  of  Chicago  about  a  difficulty  between  our  Associa- 
tion in  that  city  and  the  managers  of  a  Fair  for  the  Protestant 
Orphan  Asylum.  The  managers  of  this  fair  engaged  for  the 
occasion  the  Hall  of  the  Association  building.  Their  agent 
was  distinctly  informed  at  the  time  that  no  public  dance  would 
be  allowed  on  the  premises.  Yet  during  the  progress  of  the 
fair  it  was  found  that  tickets  were  being  sold  for  a  calico  dress 
ball  with  which  to  close  up  the  performance.  Mr.  Moody  on 
learning  this  courteously  endeavored  to  dissuade  those  concern- 
ed in  getting  up  the  dance  from  pushing  the  matter  further. 
On  their  refusal  he  reported  the  affair  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Hall.  Mr.  Farwell  offered  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  Hall  for  that 
night  if  the  dance  could  be  quietly  dropped.  But  those  in 
charge  of  the  fair  persisted  in  their  course.  The  dance  was  be- 
gun on  the  appointed  evening  and  by  order  of  Mr.  Lee,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Chicago  Association,  the  gas  was  turned  off  the 
building.  The  dancers  then  provided  themselves  with  candles 
— to  the  great  injury  of  the  furniture  of  the  Hall — and  late  in 
the  evening  the  disgraceful  affair  ended. 

The  secular  press  has  of  course  teemed  with  false  reports  of 
the  difficulty,  absurd  and  caluminous  statements  about  Mr. 
Moody  have  been  fabricated,  and  all  possible  capital  has  been 
made  out  of  the  affair  by  those  who  are  eager  to  decry  religion 
and  abuse  religious  people.  We  therefore  give  the  above  men- 
tioned facts — which  we  believe  are  correctly  stated — that  oar 
readers  may  not  be  misled  by  the  many  false  reports  in  circula- 
tion. 
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A  WORD  ABOUT  THE  MONTHLY. 

PBOM  DR.   VEKBANU8  MOB8E. 

We  have  received  many  cheering  words  from  oar  Subscri- 
bers as  they  have  renewed  their  subscriptions  the  past  month. 
We  enter  upon  our  work  another  year  with  encouragement 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  following  testimony,  however,  to  the  sphere  and  value 
of  the  Association  Monthly  is  specially  worthy  of  notice.  Dr. 
Verranus  Horse  of  Brooklyn  has  for  many  years  been  very 
honorably  connected  with  our  Associations,  as  an  officer, 
worker  and  writer.  His  written  and  spoken  words  have  ex- 
erted a  powerful  influence  in  shaping  the  development  of  our 
Societies.  He  was  present  in  Jackson  at  the  session  of  the 
late  Michigan  State  Convention  and  in  the  course  of  an  admir- 
able address  to  the  delegates,  spoke  as  follows : 

"  But  in  addition  to  our  own  limited  experience  in  our  indi- 
vidual Associations,  and  to  the  teachings  which  our  delegates 
may  gather  up  and  bring  back  to  us  from  our  Conventions,  the 
knowledge,  experience  and  practical  suggestions  of  our  most 
earnest,  progressive  and  thoroughly  qualified  workers  are  made 
available  to  us  through  our  paper,  the  Association  Monthly. 
If  a  new  method  is  tested  and  found  successful  by  one  Associa- 
tion, instead  of  being  left  to  work  its  way  gradually  and  slowly 
into  use  in  a  few  neighboring  Associations,  it  may  be  made 
known  at  once  through  the  Monthly,  to  every  Association  in 
the  country.  If  a  delegate  utters  words  here  that  electrify  and 
awaken  this  whole  Convention  to  increased  activity,  the  elec- 
tric shock  may  be  sent  through  the  lines  of  the  Monthly  to  our 
hundred  thousand  members,  and  thus  increase  the  value  of  the 
utterance  and  the  activity  of  our  membership  a  thousand  fold. 

"  All  of  these  capabilities  are  in  the  Monthly,  and  yet  they 
will  lie  dormant,  unless  we  read  and  circulate  it.  If  we  expect 
to  make  our  Associations  fertilizing  streams  instead  of  stagnant 
pools ;  if  we  wish  that  the  greatest  amount  of  good  may  re- 
sult from  any  efforts  we  may  make ;  if  we  desire  to  educate 
and  qualify  ourselves  for  efficiency  in  Association  work,  we 
must  embrace  the  Monthly  in  our  preparatory  course.  In  this 
we  differ  in  no  respect  from  others.  The  church  member  who 
never  reads  a  religious  journal  soon  becomes  a  useless  member 
of  the  church,  and  the  physician  who  never  reads  a  medical 
periodical,  but  depends  altogether  on  his  own  experience,  soon 
finds  himself,  or  is  found  by  his  patients  standing  still  or  re- 
volving in  the  smallest  of  circles.  But  it  may  be  said  that  the 
voice  of  the  speaker  is  more  stimulating  than  the  words  of  the 
writer.  True.  Soitis.  Ifwe  could  send  a  practical,  judicious, 
thorough  Association  worker  through  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land,  it  would  give  a  fresh  impulse  to  our  work.  Such 
an  agent  would  be  able  to  organize  new  associations,  to  counsel 
and  strengthen  those  already  in  existence,  and  above  all  to 
breath  the  breath  of  life  into  some  that  have  a  name  to  live  but 
are  dead,  and  thus  impart  life  and  vigor  to  dryer  bones  than 
ever  rattled  in  the  valley  of  vision.  An  agent  can  only  visit 
ns  at  long  intervals  and  remain  with  us  a  short  time,  while  the 
paper  comes  every  month  and  comes  to  stay.  But  we  need 
both.  We  need-  the  living  voice  to  awaken,  and  the  written 
word  to  sustain  and  develop  action,  and  we  can  have  both  for 
a  single  dollar  from  each  of  us.  If  all  will  subscribe  for  the 
Monthly,  it  will  not  only  come  itself,  but  will  send  us  agents 
also.  The  Monthly  is  the  property  of  the  Association.  Its 
income  belongs  to  the  Association,  and  our  Executive  Commit- 
tee tell  us  that  if  one-fifth  of  our  members  will  subscribe  for  it 
we  can  put  three  agents  into  three  fields  who  will  visit  and  revive 
every  Association  in  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces 
daring  the  year.    Can  we  place  a  dollar  where  it  will  do  more 


good  for  young  men  f  where  it  will  produce  and  garner  up  a 
double  harvest  more  readily?  for  we  not  only  get  the  full  value 
of  it  ourselves  in  the  paper  but  we  give  the  full  value  of  it  to 
the  Association  work  also ;  for  if  we  give  the  paper  a  wide  cir- 
culation its  advertisements  will  pay  the  expenses  of  its  publi- 
cation. Besides  preparing  individual  members  to  work  intelli- 
gently, the  Monthly  will  keep  up  a  continued  and  uniform 
action  through  all  our  ranks.  And  instead  of  so  many  of  our 
Associations  groping  in  the  dark,  not  knowing  what  to  do, 
the  most  obscure  will  have  all  the  light  and  intelligence  of  the 
most  forward.  It  will  make  known  to  those  outside  of  our 
organization  what  we  are  doing,  and  thus  secure  the  aid  and 
co-operation  of  many  influential  Christians,  who  otherwise 
might  know  nothing  of  our  work. 

Now  my  friends,  do  not  get  the  impression  that  I  am  advo- 
cating the  claims  of  the  Executive  Committee.  They  are  no 
more  benefitted  by  the  paper  than  we  are.  I  am  simply  advis- 
ing you  to  subscribe  for  the  Monthly,  just  as  I  would  advise 
you  to  wear  your  overcoat  on  a  cold  day,  for  your  own  good, 
and  not  merely  to  benefit  your  tailor. 

If  you  think  the  paper  is  not  as  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  then 
write  for  it  yourselves  and  make  it  better.  It  is  and  will  be 
just  what  you  see  fit  to  make  it." 

A  correspondent  in  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  after  doubling  the 
number  of  our  subscribers  in  that  place,  writes : 

"I  fed  that  by  obtaining  subscribers  to  the  Monthly,  /  am 
teeming  a  local  benefit  of  infinitely  greater  valve  than  the  cost  of 
the  paper." 

A  TEAR  OF  STEADY  PROGRESS. 

There  is  hardly  any  aspect  of  our  work,  which  is  more  en- 
couraging and  indicates  more  conclusively  the  steady  progress 
the  Associations  are  making  than  the  extraordinary  success  at- 
tending efforts  to  secure  buildings  or  permanent  homes. 

A  year  ago  we  were  rejoicing  over  edifices  lately  completed 
and  dedicated  in  Chicago,  Washington,  San  Francisco,  Omaha 
and  New  York,  while  the  fund  for  an  edifice  in  Boston  had 
been  increased  to  (85,000. 

It  was  doubted  by  many  whether  such  a  rate  of  progress 
could  be  maintained  during  another  year.  The  result,  how- 
ever, has  happily  dissipated  this  foreboding. 

Early  last  spring  the  brethren  in  Rockport,  Mass.,  purchased 
and  entered  the  first  building  owned  by  an  Association  in  that 
State.  A  little  later  a  building  fund  for  Detroit  was  started 
with  a  subscription  of  $10,000.  In  Aurora,  III.,  a  fund  of  $6,000 
was  raised  and  the  edifice  is  now  nearly  ready  for  occupation. 
The  interest  in  this  branch  of  our  work  continued  to  increase. 
In  quick  succession  during  the  autumn,  funds  have  been  rapid- 
ly accumulated  in  Toronto  and  Montreal,  Canada  and  at  Cin- 
cinnati and  Toledo,  Ohio.  The  first  Association  building  in 
New  Jersey  is  just  dedicated  at  Beverly,  the  first  in  Ohio  has  been 
purchased  by  the  brethren  at  Cleveland,  and  the  third  edifice 
of  this  sort  in  Pennsylvania  was  only  a  few  weeks  ago  conse- 
crated in  the  small  town  of  Turtle  Creek.  The  bright  promise- 
of  similar  success  in  Schenectady,  N.  T.,  Charlottetown,  Prince 
Edward's  Island,  Auburn,  Me.,  and  Dunbar,  Pa.,  is  recorded 
in  another  column.  At  the  latter  place  enough  has  been 
pledged  to  justify  the  commencement  of  the  edifice. 

At  the  late  annual  meetings  in  Brooklyn  and  Baltimore  very 
earnest  appeals  for  a  building  were  made  by  the  speakers.  The 
result  has  been  that  very  lively  effort  has  been  made  in  both 
places  and  it  is  doubtful  which  of  these  large  and  influential 
cities  will  be  the  first  to  erect  an  edifice  for  their  Association. 
In  Brooklyn  the  plans  for  an  edifice  have  been  already  ap- 
proved.   The  estimated  cost  is  $860,000,  ample  provision  is  to 
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be  made  for  the  educational  department,  with  the  purpose  of 
giving  members  instruction  in  all  departments  of  useful  know- 
ledge. The  building  is  to  be  fire  stories  high,  with  large 
stairs,  a  gymnasium,  baths,  library,  class  rooms,  laboratory, 
observatory  and  a  large  hall  capable  of  seating  8000  people. 

We  hope  to  hear  of  plans  in  Baltimore  for  an  eqally  spacious 
and  useful  building.  Already  we  are  informed  on  very  good 
authority  that "  leading  capitalists  of  that  city  have  held  a 
meeting  in  regard  to  such  a  building,  and  have  determined  to 
raise  $200,000  fur  the  purpose." 

The  building  fund  in  Schenectady  amounts  already  to  more 
than  $20,000  and  by  the  time  these  lines  reach  our  readers  we 
hope  it  will  have  been  increased  to  $80,000. 

From  Auburn,  N.  T.,  we  learn  that  a  building  fund  has  been 
started  with  the  proceeds  of  the  Lecture  course  of  this  season. 

Before  our  next  general  Convention  assembles  in  Washing- 
ton it  is  probable  that  still  further  progress  in  this  important 
department  of  our  work  can  be  reported.  It  will  be  .noticed 
that  in  large  and  small  towns  alike  the  building  project  has 
been  entertained  and  carried  out.  We  are  thus  recognizing  the 
fact  that  it  is  desirable  for  our  members  under  all  circumstances 
to  turn  their  attention  to  this  subject  and  not  to  rest  satisfied 
till  visible  progress  is  made  toward  securing-a  permanent  home 
for  their  Association. 


THE  TEAR  BOOK. 

This  volume,  which  many  of  our  subscribers  in  renewing 
their  subscription  for  the  present  year  have  ordered  on  the  ad- 
vantageous terms  offered  them,  was  issued  last  month.  The 
table  of  contents  set  forth  in  the  announcement  is  admirably 
carried  out.  The  religious  statistics  of  the  various  churches 
are  compiled  with  skill  and  scrupulous  care.  The  remarkable 
and  altogether  unique  feature  of  the  book  is  the  accurate  lists 
it  contains  of  the  names  and  post  office  addresses  of  15,728 
ministers  in  the  Congregational,  Episcopal,  Presbyterian,  Lu. 
theran,  Reformed  (late  Dutch),  Reformed  German  and  United 
Brethren  churches.  The  list  of  colleges  in  the  country  is  ex- 
haustive and  the  political  statistics  make  it  a  book  of  refer- 
ence for  all.  The  latest  figures  of  the  census  of  1870  are  in- 
corporated in  its  pages.    The  volume  is  a  valuable  contribution 

to  statistical  literature.  

THE  CRUSADE  IN  OHIO. 

In  another  column  we  give  the  sketch  of  a  plan  projected 
by  the  State  Executive  Committee  for  the  visitation,  by  a  band 
of  delegates,  of  various  places  in  many  of  which  no  Association 
now  exists.  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton  of  Cleveland,  a  member  of  the 
Committee,  writes: 

"Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  joins  us  in  the  work  for  fifty  days, 
beginning  at  Sandusky,  Jan.  20th.  Helpers  in  the  work  go 
from  the  Associations  in  Akron,  Toledo,  Cleveland,  Salem,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Mansfield.  We  stay  from  one  to  three  days  in  a 
place,  visiting  from  twenty  to  thirty  cities  and  towns.  We  be- 
lieve this  "  new  thing  "  in  Ohio  is  a  move  in  the  right  direc- 
tion." We  shall  keep  our  readers  informed  of  the  progress  of 
this  work. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  receive  the  programme  of  places  to  be 
visited  between  January  20  and  March  20.  Thirty-one  towns 
are  named  on  the  list,  which  we  reprint  for  the  information  of 
our  readers. 

30,31,83   Bocynu fhbmarv 
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"10,11,13  CtrolevUle ••  is 

"18,14  ChllUcothe "  18 

"      15.18  Marietta -  17,18,18 

"  17,18,1* 


The  Associations  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  present  a 
very  encouraging  report  in  the  printed  proceedings  of  their 
Fourth  Annual  Convention  held  in  Charlottetown,  Prince  Ed- 
ward's Island.  It  is  a  pamphlet  of  96  closely  printed  pages. 
It  contains  a  tabulated  list  of  69  Associations,  58  of  which 
report  an  aggregate  of  8,278  members.  Twenty -four  with  788 
members  were  organized  the  past  year,  eleven  have  reading- 
rooms,  fifteen  have  libraries,  while  thirty  hold  Bible  classes  and 
fifty  report  prayer  meetings.  The  proceedings  of  the  Convention 
are  very  fully  reported.  We  shall  make  future  reference  to 
this  pamphlet. 

Mb.  Robert  Weidensall,  since  his  tour  in  Wisconsin,  re- 
ported in  another  column,  has  been  laboring  in  Minnesota,  and 
for  the  last  few  weeks  in  Michigan,  where  he  attended  the  late 
Convention  in  Jackson.  He  will  remain  a  few  weeks  longer  in 
that  State  before  beginning  the  work  in  Indiana  to  which  he 
will  next  devote  himself. 


Of  the  Convention  at  St.  Johnsburt,  Vt.,  last  October 
the  printed  report  says: 

"  Thus  closed  the  fourth  and  largest  Convention  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  in  Vermont.  <  Thirty-two  Associa- 
tions were  represented.  Upwards  of  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pastors,  delegates  and  members  were  in  attendance.  The  ut- 
most harmony  pervaded  all  its  sessions  and  the  deepest  religious 
sentiment  all  its  services." 


Death  op  two  Eminent  Students  op  the  Word  op  Ood. 
Two  Christian  scholars,  one  an  American  the  other  an  English- 
man, and  both  almost  equally  well  known  on  either  side  of  the 
Atlantic  have  lately  been  called  to  their  home  in  heaven.  The 
venerable  Albert  Barnes,  most  celebrated  as  an  author  and  com- 
mentator, but  most  beloved  as  a  self-denying,  devoted  pastor 
and  friend,  died  quite  suddenly  on  Christmas  day,  in  the  sev- 
enty-third year  of  his  age.  He  was  in  the  act  of  paying  a  visit 
of  "  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  when  he  was  caught  up  into 
heaven." 

Rev.  Henry  Alford,  D.  D.,  Dean  of  Canterbury,  the  eminent 
Biblical  scholar  and  critic,  died  the  12th  of  January.  He  was 
sixty  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  death.  As  preacher,  minister, 
author,  editor,  lecturer  to  the  university,  and  above  all  a  student 
of  the  New  Testament,  his  life  work  has  been  one  of  rare  use- 
fulness and  beneficent  power. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Association  held  a  very  interest- 
ing quarterly  meeting  Jan.  12th.  A  description  of  the  object 
and  work  of  this  society  will  be  found  in  another  column.  At 
the  quarterly  meeting  all  the  reports  of  committees  were  en- 
couraging. Mrs.  Judge  Taft  read  an  able  paper  on  the  design 
of  the  Association  and  Rev.  A.  D.  Mayo  made  an  address 
warmly  commending  the  work  undertaken  and  accomplished. 

Mr.  Wm.  F.  Lee,  for  the  last  five  years  a  member  of  out 
General  Executive  Committee,  has  felt  compelled,  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  other  engagements,  to  resign  his  position.  This 
withdrawal  will  be  learned  with  deep  regret  by  all  who  have 
been  acquainted  with  the  earnestness  and  christian  fidelity 
with  which  Mr.  Lee  has  entered  into  the  work  of  our  associa- 
tions. 

Verranus  Morse,  M  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  since  his  return  from 
the  Michigan  Convention,  has  received  and  accepted  an  invita- 
tion from  the  committee  to  take  the  place  resigned  by  Mr.  Lee. 
In  parting  with  an  experienced  and  devoted  friend  of  the 
cause,  the  committee  is  certainly  fortunate  in  securing  in  his 
stead  one  who  has  been  so  long  and  honorably  identified  with 
oar  work. 
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THE  WASHINGTON  CONVENTION. 
The  Indianapolis  Convention  appointed  Washington  as  the 
place  where  our  next  General  Convention  should  assemble.  It 
was  left  with  the  brethren  in  that  city  to  fix  the  day  of  meet- 
ing, and  we  are  glad  to  announce  that  they  have  already  fixed 
upon  the  7th  of  June  as  the  day  on  which  the  convention  is  to 
assemble.  We  hope  our  members  throughout  the  country  will 
take  advantage  of  this  early  announcement  to  make  their  ar- 
rangements to  attend  what  we  confidently  anticipate  will  be 
the  largest  and  most  influential  convocation  of  delegates  ever 
gathered  in  the  interest  of  the  cause  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association  in  New  York  city 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  23d.  Spirited  addresses  were 
made  by  Bishop  Simpson  of  the  Methodist  church,  Mr.  M.  C. 
D.  Borden,  retiring  President  of  the  Mercantile  Association  and 
Rev.  T.  D.  Anderson,  D.  D.  and  Rev.  8.  H.  Tyng,  Jr. 

The  President,  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  made  an  interesting 
general  statement  of  the  work  and  activity  of  the  Association 
during  the  past  year.  The  membership  has  been  greatly  en- 
larged. The  baths  and  gymnasium,  the  library  and  reading- 
room  and  the  music  and  educational  classes  had  attracted  mul- 
titudes of  young  men.  The  entire  floating  debt  resting  on  the 
building  had  been  removed,  the  funded  debt  of  $150,000  alone 
remaining.  For  the  gradual  payment  a  portion  of  the  income 
was  set  aaide.  A  small  band  of  active  members  met  after  the 
anniversary  and  spent  an  hour  in  praise  and  prayer  for  God's 
continued  blessing  on  our  work. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Athens,  of  the  formation  of  which  by  a 
small  band  of  native  Greek  Christians  we  gave  notice  a  few 
months  ago,  were  to  celebrate  the  first  anniversary  of  their  or- 
ganization last  month.  Though  the  movement  was  set  on  foot 
a  year  ago  and  meetings  were  regularly  held  during  the  winter 
and  spring  a  formal  constitution  was  not  adopted  till  last  sum- 
mer. Two  young  men  have  lately  joined  the  Association. 
Their  number  is  still  very  small,  hardly  amounting  to  a  dozen, 
but  they  report  progress,  and  we  hope  to  chronicle  ere  long  the 
achievement  of  a  much  larger  work. 

Interesting  reports  from  the  Associations  in  Lynn  and 
Lowell,  Mass.,  New  Haven  and  Fairhaven,  Ct.,  Hamilton,  Ont., 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  are  crowded  out  of  our  columns  this 
month  and  will  appear  in  the  next  paper. 

T.  M.  C. 

A  MILLION  A  TEAR. 


CARTRIDGES. 

HOW  TO    USE  THEM. 

Most  of  our  readers  are  familiar  with,  and  have  used  these  ex- 
cellent cartridges.  The  name  is  very  fitly  applied  to  little  cards  the 
size  of  a  conductor's  cheek,  on  each  of  which  is  printed  some  Scrip- 
ture text  or  word  of  truth  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  and 
interest  and  impress  the  reader.  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton  of  Cleve- 
land, O.,  "who  has  been  supplying  large  orders  for  these  car- 
tridges, writes :  "  Nearly  a  million,  weighing  a  ton  have  been  sold 
in  1870.  They  have  gone  to  nearly  every  State  and  territory.  Six 
thousand  were  recently  ordered  from  Nova  Scotia.  Blessed  letters 
telling  of  good  accomplished  constantly  reach  me.  No  money  is 
made  out  of  the  enterprise  and  I  desire  to  place  this  cheap  ammuni- 
tion in  the  hands  of  every  Christian  in  the  land." 

Specifying  how  and  where  they  may  be  used,  he  says  in  a  circu- 
lar on  the  subject : 

"  These  cartridges  should  never  be  sent  out  at  random.    Study, 
if  but  for  a  moment,  the  character  of  the  person  you  wish  to  reach ; 
know  well  the  contents  and  force  of  your  chosen  cartridge,  and  ac-  j  ertlons  and  less  on  vague  faith  in  organizations, 
company  it  with  prayer."  j     Dr.  Verranus  Morse,  of  New  York,  represented  the  international 

Each  box  of  cartridges  contains  1,000  of  these  instructive  cards ;  Executive  Committee  in  the  Convention ;  (Dr.  Morse  has  since 
and  costs  $1  26.  No  less  amount  is  sold.  In  lots  of  iO.000  the  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Committee)  he  spoke  briefly  of  the 
expressage  within  a  radius  of  000  miles  of  Cleveland  is  about  one  great  value  of  the  Association  Monthly  as  an  educator  of  the 
shilling  a  thousand.  I  membership  and  of  its  capabilities  as  a  producer  of  revenue  to  car- 


BANKS  FOR  SAVINGS. 

THEIR  ORIGIN    AND    RAPID  INCRKA6E. 

A  benevolent  English  lady— Priscilla  Wakefield,  of  Tottenham- 
is  said  to  have  established  the  first  bank  for  savings  known  in 
England.  Some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  she  set 
up  a  little  institution  for  the  children  of  the  poor  and  called  it 
"  The  Children's  Bank."  She  guaranteed  the  safety  of  the  deposits 
and  made  dividends  in  the  form  of  premiums  to  the  depositors. 

In  Hamburg  as  early  as  1778  a  bank  for  saviugs  was  established. 
In  1798  a  bank  or  rather  a  charitable  institution  was  established 
in  England  by  a  few  rich  and  benevolent  gentlemen  to  benefit  the 
working  people.  Any  sum,  however  small,  was  received  and  was 
returned  at  Christmas  with  the  addition  of  one-third  as  a  bounty 
on  economy.  But  the  first  English  bank  for  savings  on  the  plan  of 
the  one  in  Hamburg,  was  chartered  by  act  of  Parliament  in  1817. 

Philadelphia  had  the  first  "  Saving  Fond  Society  "  in  America, 
chartered  in  Feb.  1810,  and  a  month  later  "  the  Bank  of  Savings 
in  the  City  of  New  York "  was  duly  chartered  by  Legislature. 
Now  it  is  said  that  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  alone  the  savings 
banks  have  several  hundred  thousand  depositors  and  an  aggregate 
capital  of  about  $150,000,000.  The  whole  number  of  banks  for 
savings  in  the  United  States  is  estimated  to  be  three  hundred. 

Accumulation  in  this  branch  of  industry  is  an  evidence  of  thrift 
and  thoughtful  enterprise  on  the  part  of  the  masses  of  our  people. 
It  has  been  well  said  that "  the  monies  deposited  in  banks  for  satingt, 
are  the  fruits  of  toil,  the  evidences  of  power,  industry,  thrirt  and  in- 
dependence. The  depositors  are  not  objects  of  charity  but  sturdy 
contributors  to  the  accumulations  of  uapfcal  w'nich  are  the  best  evi- 
dence of  national  prosperity." 

It  is  an  encouraging  sign  of  the  times  that  many  of  these  insti- 
tutions have  been  established  for  the  freedmen  since  the  war.  On» 
of  these, "  The  National  Savings  Bank,"  has  a  capital  of  $3,000,000. 

We  are  glad  to  set  facte  and  figures  of  this  sort  over  against  tnt- 
alarming  statistics  of  wealth  shamelessly  squandered.  Whili 
over  $500,00  ',000  each  year  are  spent  by  our  people  for  the  oni 
item  of  intoxicating  drink,  it  is  some  alleviation  to  hear  that  th- 
thrifty,  industrious  element  in  our  population  is  active  in  reservin; 
money  hardly  earned  for  nobler  uses. 

MICHIGAN  STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  JACKSON. 

The  third  annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  A 
sedations  of  Michigan  was  held  at  Jackson  on  the  17th  and  18t 
of  January.    Between  forty  and  fifty  delegates  were  present.    Tl.. 
convention  was  organized  by  the  election  of 

Pretident :  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids. 

Vice-Presidenta :  Bev.  L.  M  Hunt,  of  Jackson ;  Prof.  E.  J.  Boyd, 
of  Monroe ;  C.  B.  Conly,  of  Ann  Arbor. 

Secretaries :  Messrs.  Ed.  E.  Kane,  of  Detroit,  and  O.  D.  Kisher,  o 
Olivet. 

Treasurer :  H.  L.  Harrison,  of  East  Saginaw. 

Six  topics  were  discussed  by  earnest,  practical  Association  work 
ere,  and  many  valuable  suggestions  were  made  concerning  effort' 
to  reach  youug  men,  The  relations  of  Association  and  Church 
Work,  City  Preaching,  How  to  Increase  the  Efficiency  of  our  As 
sedations,  thoir  work  in  small  towns  and  their  great  importance 
in  Colleges. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit,  read  an  excellent  paper  on  "  Lay 
Preaching,"  which  we  intend  placing  before  our  readers. 

Mr.  Robert  Weidensall,  who  is  about  to  spend  a  few  months  in 
Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  new  Associations,  was  most 
cordially  received  by  the  Convention.  Mr.  W.  forcibly  urged  that 
members  of  our  Associations  should  depend  more  on  individual  ex- 
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ry  on  the  work  imposed  on  the  Executive  Committee  by  the  Inter- 
national Convention. 

ASSOCIATION  MANUAL  FOB  THE  STATU). 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Silas  Fanner,  corresponding  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  all  of  the  Associations  of  Michigan 
have  made  arrangements  to  hold  their  elections  on  the  same  day  ; 
immediately  after  the  elections  each  year,  the  State  Executive  Com- 
mittee will  publish  a  manual  or  diftetory  containing  the  names 
and  location  of  all  the  Associations  in  the  State,  also  a  list  of  their 
officers,  meeting?,  etc.  The  Convention  approved  of  this  arrange- 
ment and  money  was  raised  to  publish  the  manual.  Mr.  Farmer 
has  also  arranged  with  the  Association  to  order  all  of  their  papers 
and  magazines  through  one  agent ;  by  this  means  they  save  from 
twenty  to  fifty  per  cent,  on  their  subscription  price  of  the  paper. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Associations  report  progress.  There  are  twenty 
Associations  in  the  State. 

The  Convention  was  characterized  by  practical  discussions  and 
unbiased  decisions.  Many  clergymen  were  present  and  worked 
diligently  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Associations.  The  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  the  ensuing  year  consists  of  Rev.  A.  L.  Pierson, 
Detroit  ;H.  L.  Harrison,  East  Saginaw  •  Mr.  Seely,  Ann  Arbor ;  F. 
D.  Taylor,  Detroit ;  M.  S.  Crosby,  Grand  Rapids :  Mr.  Sheppard, 
Olivet ;  Rev.  L.  M  Hunt,  Jackson,  and  Silas  Farmer,  Correspond, 
ing  Member  of  the  International  Executive  Committee. 


THE  MINNESOTA  CONVENTION. 

The  First  State  Convention  of  our  Associations  in  Minnesota 
assembled  in  Minneapolis,  Dec.  21st.  It  followed  immediately 
upon  a  Layman's  Institute  which  had  been  held  in  the  place. 

A  permanent  organization  was  effected  as  follows : 

FmhlmU—yr.  O.  Htskey,  Minneapolis. 

Vtca-Prrnldmtt.— Thorns*  Cochran,  Jr.,  St.  Paul ;  T.  H.  Drew,  Mankato ;  J.  Ft 
Plug?*/.  Bed  wing. 
Btaretartei,  E.  W.  Chase,  8.  P.  Borland. 

The  "  true  basis  and  distinctive  work  of  the  Association,"  "  The 
most  practicable  methods  "  and  "  How  best  to  compete  with  the 
billiard  saloon,"  were  among  the  topics  discussed.  Speaking  to 
the  latter  question  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  of  Aurora,  111.,  who  was 
present,  urged  the  importance  of  erecting  Association  buildings 
and  of  "placing  Christian  influences  and  attractions  on  a  basis 
as  to  comfort,  adornment,  convenience  and  prominence — equally 
liberal  with  those  of  the  saloons. 

The  following  State  Executive  Committee  was  chosen  :  Thomas 
Cochran,  Jr.,  St.  Paul,  Chairman  ;  D.  C.  Bell,  Minneapolis ;  J.  D. 
Blake,  Rochester ;  Rev.  E  S.  Chase,  Farmington ;  W.  W.  Billson, 
Duluth. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Blake,  Secretary  of  the  Rochester  Association  writes ; 
"  The  attendance  on  our  Convention  was  rather  small,  not  all  the 
Associations  of  the  State  being  represented.  The  discussions  were 
pointed  and  animated,  and  we  think  that,  as  the  result,  interest 
will  be  awakened  in  the  work.  A  Committee  was  appointed  and 
arrangements  made  to  raise  means  to  visit,  and  labor  during  the 
winter  among  the  lumber  men  at  their  camps  on  the  Mississippi 
River  and  its  tributaries. 

The  Associations  of  Minnesota  are  few  and  feeble,  only  four  or 
five  are  doing  any  active  work,  and  these  not  fulfilling  as  they 
should  the  purposes  of  their  organization.  With  many  others  the 
only  record  of  their  activity  is  the  record  of  their  organization. 
This  state  of  things  is  owing  in  part  to  the  changing  character  of 
the  population  of  the  towns  and  the  difficulty  of  raising  funds. 
Spiritual  indolence,  also,  has  infected  those  upon  whom  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  work  has  rested  and  they  have  excused  them- 
selves from  its  performance.  We  need  here  in  Minnesota  more 
consecration  of  hearts,  lives  and  money  to  the  service  of  the  Mas- 
ter before  we  can  make  our  Associations  successful.  We  need 
also  buildings  for  permanent  homes  for  our  Associations  to  give 
stability  to  our  work. 

The  farewell  consecration  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  32d 
was  solemn  and  impressive. 


Snrtittnte  ftora  tip  ^xotjet  Bwtittg. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  oar  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  o  IB 
cers  of  the  Associations  and  from  all  Interested  In  onr  dally  or  weekly  prayei 
meeting*,  we  will  welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or 
narrated  In  any  of  these  meetings. 

27*6  Day  of  Prayer  in  Washington.  Cheering  Tes- 
timony. The  day  of  prayer  was  observed  in  our  city  by  the  near)  y 
unanimous  request  of  the  pastors  to  their  people  to  specially  pray 
for  as,  and  their  own  voices  were  heard  pleading  for  us.  At  our 
rooms  in  the  large  hall  we  had  about  600  people  who  gathered 
in  the  afternoon  to  unite  their  prayers  and  encourage  their  faith 
in  the  work  of  the  Association.  We  have  scarcely  ever  had  such 
a  meeting  in  our  rooms  and  it  has  given  an  impulse  to  all  oar 
work  since.  One  after  another  arose  and  praised  God  for  the  work 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  in  their  special  cases ;  two  who  were  brought  to 
Christ  as  the  result  of  the  open  air  services,  one  who  had  never 
been  a  worker  in  the  vineyard  until  taught  by  this  organization 
the  way  to  work.  Another,  a  prominent  physician,  arose  and  stated 
how  he  had  watched  the  work  of  the  Associations  and  recently 
had  connected  himself  with  it  because  of  the  great  and  glorious 
objects  for  which  they  labor.  Very  encouraging  were  these  words, 
coming  from  some  whose  sympathy  we  were  till  then  ignorant  of. 
The  week  of  prayer  just  closed  was  also  observed  by  grand  union 
services  in  Lincoln  Hall  in  our  building,  and  was  a  precious  sea- 
son. 

A  German  called  on  Friday  last  and  wished  to  know  if  we  re- 
ceived sinners  in  our  Association.  Upon  our  reply  that  our  work 
was  especially  among  such,  he  begged  for  prayers  that  he  might 
break  off  from  sin,  and  went  into  the  prayer  meeting  and  stated 
his  case  and  n^eds.    We  trust  he  has  commenced  a  new  life. 

[Y.  M.  C.  A.  Dally  Prayer  Meeting  at  Washington,  D.  C] 

How  an  Associate  became  an  Active  Member.   At  the 

Scranton,  Pa.  Convention,  a  delegate  said  that  he  was  requested 
a  year  ago  to  represent  his  town  at  the  State  Convention  then  held 
in  Williamsport.  Though  not  a  professing  Christian,  he  attended 
the  sessions  and  was  converted.  He  returned  home  and  organized 
an  Association  which  he  now  represented,  and  after  a  year's  ex- 
perience in  active  work  for  Christ  he  found  His  yoke  easy  and  His 
burden  light. 

Another  delegate  said  he  had  been  a  Roman  Catholic  A  lady 
met  him  in  the  street  on  a  Sabbath  morning  and  invited  him  to  go 
to  Sunday  school  After  some  hesitation  he  went  with  her ;  he  at- 
tended the  school  for  some  time,  was  converted  in  it,  studied  for 
the  ministry  and  is  now  preaching  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ. 

A  gentleman  asked  prayer  for  his  son  a  young  man  at  college  in 
a  distant  city.  Two  weeks  afterward  he  had  a  letter  announcing 
the  son's  conversion,  he  being  the  first  of  about  sixty  young  men 
converted  in  the  institution,  many  of  whom  have  decided  to  enter 
the  ministry. 

[Prayer  Meetings  at  the  Convention  In  Scranton,  Pa.,  Not.  8-10, 1810.] 

A  Stranger  Comforted.    A  Meeting  Revived.    "At 

one  of  our  noon  meetings  was  present  an  old  man  who  had  been 
driven  from  Strasburg  by  the  sufferings  attendant  upon  war.  He 
crossed  the  ocean  in  the  endeavor  to  find  a  home  witha  son  who  was 
residing  in  this  country.  Arriving  at  Scranton.  a  stranger  and  pen- 
niless, he  was  directed  to  our  city  missionary  for  relief.  While  at 
our  rooms  he  learned  that  a  meeting  for  prayer  would  soon  be  held. 
This  seemed  to  delight  him  even  more  than  the  bodily  comfort 
that  bad  been  provided  for  him.  He  desired  to  be  present,  and 
while  he  offered  prayer  for  us,  for  his  friends  and  for  himself  this 
poor  wanderer  from  his  home  and  his  country  felt  that  even  in  a 
strange  land  he  had  found  rest  for  his  weary  feet  and  comfort  for 
his  troubled  soul. 

"  Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A  State  Convention 
at  Scranton,  in  November  last,  it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  the 
noon  meeting  was  sustained  at  all.  The  same  was  at  that  time 
true  of  other  efforts  put  forth  by  the  Association.  It  was  hard 
work  to  work.  Since  that  time,  however,  our  brethren  have  come 
among  us,  bringing  with  them  our  dear  Elder  Brother,  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  although  they  have  gone  He  has  remained,  and  we  trust 
will  continue  with  us.  Many  dear  ones  have  come  into  our  Father's 
family  here— our  meetings  are  not  only  for  prayer  but  for  praise." 
[Noon  Prayer  Meeting  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Scranton,  Pa.l 
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News  of  Associations. 


NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

tW  For  thtt  department  we  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  all  our  As- 
sociations. Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  wel- 
come: 

1,  New  features  la  the  work. 

a.  Mews  of  Conventions. 

S,  Interesting  incidents. 

4,  Instances  of  good  done  to  individuals. 

5,  Communities  awakened. 
a.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 


7,  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
IV Communications  for  any  Number  should  reach  our  office  before  the  mlddl 
[the  month  preceding  that  In  which  such  number  appears. 


AT  HOME. 
ASSOCIATION  DIRECTORY. 
We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Baltimore, Md. WOW.  Baltimore  Street. 

Bethlehem,  Pa. Main  Street. 

Boston,  Haas Tremont  Street. 

Brooklyu.N.  T Wand  81  Fulton  Avenue. 

Brooklyn,  K.D Broadway  and  Fourth  street 

Chicago, 111.... «. FarwellHall. 

Cincinnati.  O am  Vine  Street, 

Dayton,  O Journal  Building. 

Detroit, is  and  18  Merrill  Block. 

Halifax,  N.  8 lSSHollls  Street. 

Hartford,  Ct.  (W.  C.A.) SI  Pearl  Street. 

Indianapolis,  Ind Penna.and  Market  Streets. 

Janesville,  Wis B.  Milwaukee  Street. 

Lowell,  Mass. Central  and  Merrlmac  Streets. 

Lynn,  Mass Oxford  St.  near  Central  Avenue. 

Madison,  Wis Plnclcney  Street. 

Montreal, (Canada. Craig  and  Alexander  Streets. 

Newark,  N.J STB  Broad  Street. 

New  Haven Chapeland  Orange  Bts. 

New  York , 4th  Ave.  and  2Sd  St. 

Omaha,Neb Uth  Street 

Philadelphia. 1S10  Chestnut  Street. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. „ Fenn  Ave.  and  6th  Street. 

Portland,  Me Congress  and  Brown  Streets. 

Poughkeepale,  N.  T Main  and  Market  Bta. 

Roxbary,Ma«s 1806  Washington  St. 

San  Francisco,  Cal Sutter  Street. 

Scranton,  P* „ OS  Lackawanna  Ave. 

St. Louis.  Mo SM  North  6th  St. 
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Londonderry,  Ireland East  Walk 

Paris,  France... — 160  Rue  Montmartre. 


A  Good  Beginning  at  Astoria.  A  movement  to  start 
an  Association  in  Astoria,  L.  I.,  was  made  last  September.  A  few 
friends  of  the  work  called  on  the  different  ministers,  met  with  a 
hearty  response,  and  called  a  meeting  for  organization  in  October. 
After  careful  deliberation  the  Association  was  formed  and  a  com- 
modious room  hired.  Officers  were  duly  elected  as  follows :  Presi- 
dent,  Mr.  Garrett  Smith ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  "J.  Best ;  Secretary, 
Mr.  C.  C.  Overton ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Win.  Crouthers.  Five  pastors, 
each  with  a  prominent  member  of  his  chuich,  constitute  the  Board 
of  Directors. 

The  first  public  meeting  was  held  and  largely  attended  on  Dec. 
16th.  R.  W.  Harris,  D.  D.,  Rector  of  St.  George's  Episcopal  church, 
delivered  an  earnest  and  appropriate  address ;  Mr.  T.  G.  Sellew,  Jr. 
of  the  General  Executive  Committee  was  present  and  spoke  of  the 
nature  and  object  of  our  work. 

The  early  meetings  of  the  Association  thus  far  have  been  attend- 
ed with  cheering  enthusiasm.  In  the  prayer  meetings,  the  literary 
class  and  the  first  monthly  meeting  abundant  evidence  is  given  of 
the  call  there  was  for  the  organization.  The  brethren  enter  on  a 
work  of  bright  promise.  Young  men  are  attracted  to  the  meeting. 
The  attendance  at  the  literary  class  is  already  about  ISO.  We 
notice  among  the  live  topics  discussed  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  poverty  has  contributed  more  to  the  development 
of  genius  than  wealth. 


Pushing  the  Work  with  the  Pen  and  the  Press.  In 
the  report  of  the  Pennsylvania  Executive  Committee,  read  by  Mr. 
T.  K.  Cree,  chairman,  at  the  late  Convention  in  Scranton,  we  find 
the  following . 

"During  the  year  we  have  circulated  a  million  pages  of  printed 
information  about  our  work  ;  15,000  printed  letters  and  circulars 
and  over  1,500  written  letters;  have  had  1,000' local  editorial 
notices  of  our  State  work  inserted  at  our  request  in  prominent 
papers  published  in  every  county  in  the  State.  We  have  thus 
brought  our  work,  we  think,  prominently  before  every  reading 
Christian  man  in  the  State.  The  result  of  this  dissemination  of 
information  is  only  partially  apparent  in  the  forty-one  new  associ- 
ations organized.  It  is  also  seen  in  the  renewed  activity  of  all 
associations  as  well  as  in  the  interest  manifested  in  our  cause  in 
every  important  city  or  town  in  the  state  as  well  as  in  many  villages 
and  country  neighborhoods."  In  Schenectady,  New  York,  the  Asso- 
ciation have  secured  and  filled  a  column  in  one  of  the  daily  papers 
for  the  last  seven  months. 


Frotn  Buffalo,  JT.  T.  a  correspondent  writes :  "  We  have 
until  now  occupied  but  one  room  (besides  our  Mission  stations)  but 
there  is  at  present  a  movement  on  foot  to  add  a  committee  room, 
and  also  a  gymnasium.  Since  October  1st  we  have  been  issuing  a 
weekly  paper,  1000  copies  of  which  have  been  distributed  on  our 
streets  each  Saturday  evening.  We  intend  to  make  the  paper 
self-supporting.  Our  great  difficulty  in  other  matters  is  "  lack  of 
funds." 


Three  Meetings  were  held  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Meadville, 
Pa.  on  the  Lord's  day,  Oct.  80th,  in  the  morning  in  the  Methodist, 
in  the  afternoon  in  the  Baptist,  and  in  the  evening  in  the  Presby- 
terian churches.  Each  meeting  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Johnson 
and  Thomas  E.  Cree,  of  the  Pittsburg  Association.  The  meetings 
were  all  well  attended,  and  in  the  evening  the  gentlemen  from 
Pittsburg  spoke  and  earnest  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Wheeler  and  Rev.  Mr.  Carnaghan.  The  Association  is  in  the 
hands  of  careful  business  men  as  well  as  earnest  Christians. 


The  Harrisburg  Association  held  a  meeting  December  29; 
the  members  of  the  State  Ex.  Committee  were  present.  The  im- 
portance of  organizing  Associations  in  towns  in  the  vicinity  of 
Harrisburgh  was  strongly  presented.  The  necessity  of  rendering 
the  rooms  more  attractive  by  gathering  together  the  local  papers 
of  the  state  from  members  of  the  Legislature  and  keeping  them 
on  file,  was  urged.  It  was  also  suggested  that  efforts  be  made  to 
reach  young  men  attracted  to  the  city  during  the  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  First  Public  Meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Grantville, 
Pa.,  was  held  Oct.  81U  in  the  United  Presbyterian  church.  It  was 
addressed  by  Messrs.  Thomas  E.  Cree  and  Wm.  Johnson  of  Pitts- 
burgh. The  Association  numbers  some  40  or  50  members  and 
gives  promise  of  good  work.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
rent  a  large  hall  now  occupied  as  a  billiard  room. 


New  Associations.  A  new  Association  is  about  being  or- 
ganized in  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

A  colored  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  been  organized  in.  Scranton.  Both  of 
these  are  outgrowths  of  the  late  State  Convention. 

At  Centre  Harbor,  N.  H.,  on  November  14th,  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  was  organized.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year;  President,  S.  F.  Emmery ;  Vice- 
President,  T.  C.  Gordon  ;  Recording  Secretary,  C.  H.  Dearborne; 
Corresponding  Secretary,  E.  E.  Clarke ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  W.  A.  Page. 

Jacksonville,  .FiT*.,  has  an  Association  with  twenty-nine 
members.  A  religious  interest  has  prevailed  there,  and  two 
hopeful  conversions  have  taken  place. 

At  Peru,  VI.,  the  week  of  prayer  was  observed  with  much  in 
terest,  and  we  hope  that  some  are  seeking  the  Saviour, 
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Growth  in  Pennsylvania.  We  noticed  last  month  the 
•  report  of  the  Scranton  Convention  issued  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee in  which  is  a  good  exhibit  of  the  work  in  the  State.  Since 
its  issue  Associations  have  been  organized  in  Downingtown,  Ches- 
ter Co.,  Lynne  Blair  Co.,  Parker's  Landing,  Armstrong  Co.,  and 
Unionstown,  Fayette  Co.,  and  in  some  other  points  from  which 
full  reports  have  not  been  received.  A  large  number  of  towns  in 
all  parts  of  the  State  are  agitating  the  question  of  organizing.  In 
most  of  the  Associations  a  deep  interest  is  exhibited,  particularly 
in  their  spiritual  work.  The  Brainard  Association  in  Layfayette 
College,  Easton,  Pa.,  sent  five  delegates  to  the  late  Scranton  Con- 
vention. The  brethren  there  are  now  rejoicing  in  an  abundant 
outpouring  of  the.  Holy  Spirit.  Some  seventy  young  men  have 
given  good  evidence  of  conversion,  and  a  large  number  have  ex- 
pressed their  intention  of  preparing  for  the  ministry.  The  work 
began  in  the  meeting  at  which  the  delegates  to  the  Convention 
made  their  report  to  the  society.  At  Brookhills,  Jefferson  Co., 
there  has  been  a  deep  interest  manifested  among  the  young  men 
of  the  place.  A  meeting  of  the  Association  was  attended  by  about 
800  and  many  desired  to  be  prayed  for.  Some  have  expressed  a 
hope  in  Christ.  In  Mercer  the  Association  has  organized  a  daily 
prayer  meeting,  and  some  are  seeking  Christ.  In  their  jail  and 
other  mission  work  they  see  much  cause  for  rejoicing.  At  Mill 
Creek,  Erie  Co.,  meetings  are  held  three  times  each  week,  and  some 
twenty  or  more  have  publicly  asked  for  the  prayers  of  God's  peo- 
ple. The  last  item  we  record  is  also  full  of  promise.  The  Association 
in  Dunbar  has  already  secured  a  large  enough  building  fund  to 
warrant  taking  immediate  steps  to  procure  an  edifice. 

The  Cleveland  Association  has  just  issued  a  new  form 
of  Constitution.  They  have  just  come  in  possession  of  their  new 
building,  worth  $20,000,  and  Section  5  of  the  Constitution  creates  a 
Board  of  Nine  Trustees,  to  hold  "  the  real  estate  and  permanent 
funds"  of  the  Association  "in  trust."  The  President,  Mr.  D.  P. 
Eells,  is  ex-officio  one  of  the  Board ;  the  other  members  are  :  Jot. 
Perkins,  Jas.  M!  Hoyt,  J.  H.  Devereux,  Horace  Benton,  Jas.  F. 
Clark,  S.  H.  Sheldon,  Henry  Chisholm  and  J.  J.  Elweil.  Each  one 
of  the  Board  must  be  a  "  member  in  good  standing  of  one  of  the 
Protestant  Evangelical  denominations  of  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  not  more  than  three  shall  be  members  of  any  one  de- 
nomination." 

The  Association  in  Howard  University,  Washing- 
ton, was  organized  in  1869  near  the  close  of  the  year  by  eleven 
students  and  has  since  increased  to  thirty-nine  active  members,  all 
engaged  in  some  form  of  Christian  labor.  They  have  one  weekly 
prayer  meeting  well  attended.  During  the  week  of  prayer  there 
was  held  a  daily  meeting  each  evening  at  6  o'clock,  and  the  interest 
very  marked.  By  donations  from  several  benevolent  societies  of 
tracts  and  religious  reading  they  have  been  enabled  to  accomplish 
some  good,  and  are  seeking  to  be  more  and  more  useful. 

At  Marion,  Va.,  a  new  Association  has  just  been  organized. 
This  place  is  on  the  line  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  B.  B.,  160 
miles  southwest  of  Lynchburg.  The  prospects  of  the  organization 
are  very  fair,  as  some  of  the  first  citizens  of  the  place  have  very 
heartily  entered  into  it.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers :  Judge 
John  A.  Kelley,  President ;  Capt.  J.  P.  Sheffey,  Vice-President ; 
B.  Gildersleove,  Jr.,  Treasurer ;  A.  P.  Cole,  Recording  Secretary  ; 
John  8.  Slater,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  H.  B.  Sprinkle,  Librarian. 

An  Enthusiastic  Report  of  the  Association  in  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  was  given  at  the  late  Convention  in  Chelsea.  Large  in 
members  they  have  pleasant  rooms,  and  no  dull  meetings.  A 
large  list  of  contributing  members  upon  which  they  depend  for 
finances.  For  lectures  they  rely  on  local  talent,  instead  of  spend- 
ing $150  or  $200  for  some  popular  lecturer. 

The  Installation  of  Officers  of  the  Association  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  for  the  present  year  took  place  the  10th  of  last  month. 
Mr.  EL  Thane  Miller,  the  retiring  president,  delivered  an  admirable 
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historical  address  giving  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  society  in 
1848  and  its  interesting  record  since  that  period. 

After  this  address  Mr.  Miller  made  the  installation  charge  to  the 
newly  elected  officers,  setting  forth  in  eloquent  words,  the  nature 
of  the  work,  its  requirement)  and  reward. 

Colonel  S.  S.  Fisher,  the  new  President,  responded  in  a  very 
timely  manner,  answering  admirably  some  current  objections  to 
the  T.  M.  C.  A.,  and  advocating  their  cause  with  great  ability  and 
earnestness. 

We  hope  to  place  before  our  readers  at  a  future  time  these  admir- 
able and  instructive  addresses. 

The  names  of  the  officers  installed  are : 

Col.  S.  8.  Fisher,  President ;  W.  J.  Breed,  Vice-President ;  H.  F. 
West,  Treasurer  ;  E.  Burnham,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  J.  EL 
Cheever,  Recording  Secretary ;  and  H.  Thane  Miller,  F.  W.  Thome, 
J.  J.  Henderson  and  G.  W.  Atkinson,  Executive  Board. 

From  Goshen,  N.  H.,  a  correspondent  writes :  "  This  town 
has  but  550  inhabitants,  but  we  have  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  that  is  doing 
a  good  work.  The  young  men  have  banded  themselves  for  united 
Christian  labor,  and  hold  meetings  in  the  different  school  houses. 
They  also  go  into  the  adjoining  towns  where  there  is  ho  preach- 
ing and  hold  meetings.  The  day  of  prayer  last  November  was 
duly  observed.  There  is  nothing  that  so  effectually  destroys  sec- 
tarianism as  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

The  First  Anniversary  of  the  Mercer  {Pa.)  Associ- 
tion  last  month  was  largely  attended,  and  the  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident, Mr.  R.  M.  J.  Zahniser,  was  very  encouraging.  Rooms  in  an 
eligible  building  have  been  secured.  The  Committees  for  active 
work  were  appointed  last  March.  They  have  labored  effectively 
in  holding  meetings  at  the  jail,  the  Soldier's  Orphans'  School,  the 
Poor  House  and  among  the  coal  miners.  Almost  invariably  suc- 
cess has  attended  these  labors. 

The  need  of  a  free  library  is  urgently  felt  by  the  brethren  in 
Mercer.  They  have  succeoded  in  raising  already  $800  toward  this 
object.    The  President  made  an  urgent  appeal  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Arthur  Bell  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Hon.  John  Frunkey  also 
made  earnest  addresses  on  the  work.- 

At  the  close  a  collection  was  taken  up  which  was  soon  after  in- 
creased to  $650  the  money  being  given  in  aid  of  the  library  fund. 

The  New  Rooms  of  the  Worcester  Association  were 
dedicated  in  December  last.  They  are  pleasantly  situated  in 
Chapin's  Block  on  Pearl  Street,  and  have  been  attractively  furnish- 
ed. At  the  dedication  exercises,  held  Dec.  18,  the  president,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Merriam,  presided  and  entertaining  addresses  were  made  by 
Professor  C.  O.  Thompson,  Rev.  W  R.  Huntington,  Rev.  Andrew 
McKeown,  Hon.  P.  E.  Aldrich  and  Rev.  R.  B.  Stratton. 

The  Association  founded  in  1864,  has  now  about  800  members. 
They  desire  a  building  of  their  own,  and  we  hope  that  efforts  in 
this  direction  will  be  crowned  with  success. 

Rooms  open  Sunday  Afternoon.  From  Pittsburgh  a 
correspondent  writes:  "We  opened  our  rooms  on  Sunday  from 
1  to  6  P.  M.  for  -the  first  time  yesterday  (Jan.  8th).  We  held  a 
good  prayer-meeting  at  4  P.  M.  We  have  sorted  out  all  the  books 
of  a  religious  character  on  our  shelves  and  placed  them  in  a  case 
by  themselves.  This  is  open  on  Sunday  We  believe  this  will 
attract  many  into  our  rooms."  j^  W-  B- 

At  NorwaUe  Ct„  the  Association  has  a  valuable  library 
maintains  a  pleasant  reading  room,  sustains  a  weekly  union  prayer 
meeting,  secures  a  regular  monthly  sermon  in  the  various  churches 
in  rotation— a  union  service— and  has  procured  for  several  years 


courses  of  scientific  and  literary  lectures  for  the  benefit  and  im 
provement  of  the  public  It  needs  a  more  generous  sympathy  and 
support  from  without,  and  more  spiritual  devotion  and  work  with- 
in. 

At  Montclair,  N.  J.,  the  late  annual  meeting  was  well  at 
tended  and  Hon.  John  Hill  of  Boonton  made  an  effective  address. 
The  annual  report  indicated  good  progress  in  the  work,  the  lecture 
committee  having  been  specially  efficient. 
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At  NaUck,  Mass.,  on  CLristmas  day  the  Association  held  an 
interesting  public  meeting.  Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Henry 
Wilson,  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  the  Boston  AHSocia- 
tion  and  Bev.  Messrs.  A.  E.  Reynolds,  H.  Summers,  J.  H.  Jones, 
and  S.  E.  Root.  The  President  of  the  Association  made  a  good  re- 
port. Mr.  Rowland  writes : 

"  The  President  reported  that  the  Association  has  a  good  reading 
room,  well  located  and  only  lack  in  not  having  two  live  young  men 
present  each  evening  to  make  the  place  social,  and  control  the 
large  number  of  boys  who  now  frequent  their  rooma  They  have 
conducted  five  different  meetings  in  different  parts  of  the  town  with 
good  success,  also  grand  open  air  services  during  the  summer. 
They  also  have  a  charity  or  relief  department  which  is  well  en- 
dorsed by  the  people.  The  Association  is  free  from  debt  and  re- 
ceived a  handsome  sum  from  a  collection  taken  at  this  meeting. 
The  pastors  of  the  several  churches  spoke  warmly  and  earnestly 
of  the  work  done  by  the  the  young  people  through  this  channel. 
Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  U.  S.  Senator,  also  addressed  the  meeting  in 
words  of  strong  commendation  pledging  at  the  same  time  a  hand- 
some subscription  to  its  work  for  this  year.  660  children  furnished 
excellent  music,  and  the  audience  together  numbered  upward  of 
1,200.    It  was  a  most  successful  meeting. 

At  Fall  River  the  Association  has  just  added  $3,000  to  its 
funds  for  current  expenses  by  a  fair  held  by  the  ladies  of  the  dif- 
ferent churches.  They  are  about  to  remove  to  a  new  suit  of  rooms 
in  a  new  building  nearer  the  centre  of  their  city  than  their  present 
rooms. 


News  of  dissociations. 

A  Good  Circular  for  State  Work.  The  Executive 
Committee  for  the  State  of  Ohio  issued  from  Cincinnati  in  Decem- 
ber the  following  excellent  circular : 

"  In  accordance  with  requests  from  many  Christian  pastors  and 
Christian  workers,  we  desire  to  hold  meetings  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  AHSOciation,  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  including  many  places  where  no  Associations  now  exist. 

The  objects  of  the  meetings  will  be.  1st.  To  revive  Associations 
which  have  become  dormant  and  inefficient.  2d.  To  organize  new 
Associations.  8d.  To  excite  in  all  Christians  greater  interest  in 
the  peculiar  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  4th.  To 
instruct  laymen  in  the  best  means  of  leading  young  men  to  Christ. 
6th.  To  institute  measures  to  .secure  permanent  buildings  for  As- 
sociations. 

The  meetings  will  be  held  during  the  months  of  February  and 
March.  •  Addresses  will  be  delivered  and  practical  topics  discussed 
by  pastors  of  churches,  by  gentlemen  from  different  sections  of  the 
State,  who  have  had  large  experience  in  Associational  work,  and 
also  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Burnell  of  Illinois,  who  has  kindly  consented  to 
devote  his  valuable  services  to  this  work. 

If  you  desire  to  have  one  or  more  meetings  held  in  your  city  or 
town  please  consult  with  your  friends  who  are  likely  to  be  inter- 
ested, and  notify  the  Executive  Committee  at  once,  stating  the  time 
that  will  be  most  convenient,  number  'of  meetings  desired,  etc. 
You  will  be  expected  to  entertain  the  speakers  while  they  are  with 
you." 


At  Lowell  the  Association  has  netted  $1,800  in  a  Christmas 
fair  and  it  was  a  most  enjoyable  occasion. 

At  Boston  we  have  refitted  our  present  rooms  and  intend  to 
remain  where1  be  are  for  a  year  and  a  half  until  we  shall  occupy 
our  own  bufjiing.    We  are  in  successful  operation.. 

The  Associations  in  Vermont  represented  in  or  reported 
to  the  State  Convention  which  met  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Oct.  11th  and 
13th,  1870,  are  given  as  follows  in  the  printed  report  just  pub- 
lished. 


Pbbsidbjtt.         Cob.  Bxobstiby.    Mem.  of  SUM  Com. 

....C.  H.  Farnsworth C.  H.  Farnsworth. 

....J.  A.  Cheney C.Williams E.J.  Bliss. 

O.B.  Douglas O.  B.  Douglas. 

....A.  W.  Bristol J.  T.  Samoa C.  N.  Haywnrd. 

F.L.  Small F.  L.  Small. 

..W.  B.  Lund Geo.  E  Davie George  !■:.  Davis. 


No.      Placb. 

1  Berlin 

2  Brandon 

3  Brattleboro ... 

4  Bridgport. .  .. 

5  Brownsville.... 

6  Burlington.....  .. 

7  Charlotte H.  McNeil, Fred.  Pcaae H.  J.  Carpenter. 

8  Falrliaven C.  Howard L.  S.  Clark F.  H.  Sln-nnrd. 

9  Talrlce John  Stratton F.  M.Bailey F.  M.Bailev. 

10  Hubbardton H.  G.  Barber D.  Holmes H.G.Barber. 

11  Johnson S.  H.  Pearl John  R.  Hill w.  F.  Moul'.on. 

U  Ludlow A.  F.  Sherman Albert  Uiggs. 

Mllncoln M.B.Gove...., Rev.  Z.  C.  Pickett.. M.  B.  Gove. 

14  lltddlebnry L.  E.  Knapp J.  W.  Lovett J.L.  Barker. 

15  ilonlpelier Joseph  Poland T.  Best A.  J.  Howe. 

1«  Norwich Hev.  Win,  Sew«U....H.  B.  Olda H.  B.  Olda. 

17  Orwell H.D.Branch G.  Bascom V.  V.  Rlackmot. 

18  Ivacham J.N.  Walls J.  It.  Klnnerson W.  B.  Mct.achliu 

19  f      land E.  W.  Horner 8.  W.  Rowell Ben.  K.  Chase. 

SO  gndbury W.  H.  Abbott BenJ.  Cheney W.H.  Spencer. 

91  Sboreliam M.  W. Bingham C.  N.  North C.  Hnnsden. 

29  Springllcld Prof.  H.H.  Shaw... .John O.  Spring H.H. Shaw. 

99  St.  Johnsbnry G.  D.  Warren George  May P.  D.  Blodsrett. 

24  Townsend E.  A.  Stoddard S.  D.  Wlnslow,  2d...S.  D.  Winslow.  Id. 

29  lTndcralll  Centre.. Wm.  Mead Rev.  D.  H.Adams... A.  C.  DUon. 

M  Waterbury W.  P.  Dillingham.... J.  J.  Colby W.  P.  Dillingham. 

S7  Weston W.  E.  Gilo S.  Pcabody W.  E.  Gale. 

98  Weybrldge E.S.Wright M.N.Baker A.J.  Ingalls. 

99  West  Brattleboro' Isaac  Cutler. 

99  Windsor L.W.Hawley H.C.  Herrtck L.  W.  Huwley. 

81  WlnoOBkl A.  C.  Ballard Rev.   L.  H.  Elliot. ...Hev.  L.  II.  Elliot. 

31  Woodstock U.  8.  Sonthgate M.  W.  Ladd. 

Nbw  Amooutiob. 
Habowiok,         D.  K.  Wills,  PntMenX        A.  M.  Wabd,  Oor.  Strttary. 

Organized  November  7th,  1870. 
Eight  of  these  Associations  were  formed  during  last  year. 
Twenty-one  of  the  above  Associations  report  1,068  active  and  190 
associate  members. 

The  Portsmouth  (N.  H.)  Association,  the  organization 
of  which  we  announced  last  month,  began  the  year  well.  On  the 
evening  of  New  Year's  day  the  new  rooms  were  formally  dedi- 
cated.  An  interesting  and  appropriate  dedicatory  address  was  de- 
livered by  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Clark,  Jr.,  recto  r  of  the  Episcopal  Church . 
The  rooms  were  crowded  with  an  attentive  audience  and  the  new 
organization  begins  under  very  promising  auspices. 


A  Form  of  Constitution.  How  to  Secure  One.  A 
correspondent  writes  to  us  from  Minnesota  that  in  many  towns  of 
that  State  are  to  be  found  not  a  few  Christians  willing  to  work  but 
"  ignorant  what  to  do,  or  how  to  do  it."  He  suggests  that  we  pub- 
lish in  our  columns  "  a  form  of  constitution  and  practical  sugges- 
tions "  to  any  desiring  to  form  Associations. 

We  immediately  mailed  our  correspondent  a  bundle  of  copies  of 
the  admirable  tract  published  by  our  Committee  bearing  just  this 
title  of  "  Suggestions  as  to  the  organization  and  work  of  Y.  M.  C. 
A."  Copies  of  this  will  be  sent  gratuitously  to  any  who  may  wish 
them.    An  excellent  form  of  constitution  is  given  in  this  pamphlet. 

Another  good  way  to  secure  information  of  this  sort  is  to  write 
for  the  constitution  of  some  Association  which  is  vigorously  at 
work.  We  have  just  received  from  Mr.  T.  M.  Irvane  of  the  Cleve- 
land Association,  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  under 
which  they  are  organized.  Such  a  constitution  is  vitalized  by  the 
names  of  officers  and  committees,  and  makes  a  practical  appeal 
more  forcible  than  any  that  can  come  from  a  blank  form  of  words. 


Districting  the  State  for  Work.  The  State  Executive 
Committee  of  Pennsylvania  met  in  Harrisburgh,  Dec  30th.  This 
State  was  divided  into  six  districts,  one  being  assigned  to  each 
member  of  the  Committee  and  the  general  supervision  being  left  to 
Mr.  T.  E.  Cree,  the  chairman.  Arrangements  were  made  for  visit- 
ing Associations,  holding  meetings,  circulating  intelligence  and 
documents  concerning  the  work. 


An  Urgent  Call  from  Texas.  Mr.  James  Burke  aC 
Houston,  Texas,  writes  to  Mr.Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  President  of  the 
Association  in  New  York  city : 

"  Texas  has  yet  only  one  Y.  M.  C.  A.  It  is  located  at  Rock  port  on 
the  borders  of  civilization  (near  Corpus  Christi).  I  noticed  in  the 
report  of  the  Indianapolis  General  Convention  that  it  was  there 
resolved  to  send  agents  South  to  organize  associations.  Why  not 
send  at  least  one  to  our  State.  He  would  meet  a  cordial  reception. 
Our  young  men  need  and  must  have  the  benefits  of  such  Christian 
|  societies." 
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FEATURES  OP  THE  WORK  IN  OHIO. 

From  the  statements  of  the  delegates  at  the  recent  Ohio  Conven- 
tion we  gather  the  following  paragraphs. 

In  Portsmouth,  a  good  work  has  been  done  by  a  proper  dis- 
tribution of  labor  and  by  a  systematic  visitation  at  the  infirmary, 
and  other  places  where  men  were  in  need.  The  inmates  of  the  for- 
mer had  been  furnished  on  Thanksgiving  day,  with  a  dinner  which 
seemed  to  awaken  a  feeling  not  previously  manifested.  The  ap- 
pearance of  personal  interest  discovered  in  this  expression  seemed 
to  have  a  good  effect  on  the  unfortunate  inmates  of  that  place.  In 
the  Sunday  school  work  also  this  Association  has  been  blessed. 

In  Cleveland,  they  have  a  repast  every  Saturday  night  and 
the  result  is  a  full  attendance.  It  had  worked  well  for  the  past 
year.  Another  mode  of  increasing  efficiency  consisted  in  giving 
out  topics  for  the  prayer  meetings.  One  night  there  would  be  a 
consecration  meeting,  another  an  exhortation  meeting,  then  an  ex- 
perience meeting,  a  praise  meeting  and  a  promise  meeting,  and  so 
on.    This  gave  life  and  interest  to  the  prayer  meetings. 

In  Cincinnati,  one  of  the  most  valuable  features  of  their  work 
had  been  the  efforts  used  to  meet  the  strangers  on  the  threshold  of 
the  rooms  and  give  them  earnest  welcome.  Make  them  feel  there 
were  those  who  were  glad  to  introduce  them  to  the  benefits  of  the 
Association.  Good  results  have  also  flowed  from  the  social  sing- 
ing and  social  devotional  exercises,  and  visits  to  the  charitable  in- 
stitutions of  the  city. 

In  Salem,  encouraging  success  has  attended  efforts  to  establish 
a  kind  of  auxiliary  association  in  the  smaller  towns.  Wonderful 
results  had  in  some  instances  followed.  Great  numbers  had  been 
converted  ;  in  one  place  alone  the  converts  numbering  more  than 
five  hundred.  The  statement  touches  a  question  which  has  been 
agitated  somewhat :  namely,  the  practicability  of  erecting  these 
Associations  in  the  small  towns  and  villages,  and  even  in  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

In  Toledo,  one  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  work  is  the  Ral- 
lying Committees  of  ladies  who  divided  the  city  into  districts,  and 
made  systematic  personal  visitations  from  house  to  house,  endeav- 
oring to  induce  both  children  and  adults  to  attend  religious  services. 

In  Dayton,  a  series  of  social  ice  cream  entertainments  during 
the  summer  have  been  given  with  great  success  in  removing  the 
reserve  that  too  often  separates  us  from  those  we  want  to  reach. 
If  irreligious  young  men  could  be  made  to  feel  that  Christians 
really  love  them  one  long  step  toward  doing  them  good  is  accom- 
plished. 

In  Mansfield,  encouraging  results  flow  from  their  meetings 
for  social  worship.  In  many  instances  the  experiences  related  there 
have  been  instrumental  in  awakening  sinners. 

In  Acron,  the  distinguishing  feature  of  their  work  has  been 
the  mission  labors  in  the  suburbs  and  surrounding  towns. 

In  ZanesviUe,  they  pursued  an  aggressive  policy.  They  had 
invaded  the  jails,  infirmaries,  etc.,  and  have  good  reason  to  believe 
they  have  been  blessed  in  their  labors. 

Activity  in  Burlington,  Vt.  At  a  noon  service  on  the  day 
of  prayer  of  the  Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's  Christian  As- 
sociations in  Burlington,  Vt.,  the  annual  report  of  the  latter  Soci- 
ety was  read  by  Prot  Louis  Pollens.  Their  religious  and  charita- 
ble work  has  been  specially  prominent.  During  the  year,  they  have 
expended  in  maintaining  the  soup  house,  industrial  school  and 
other  charitable  work,  $586,  and  have  still  in  the  treasury  $335. 
The  report  included  a  touching  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Henry  Loomis,  deceased  within  the  year,  in  whose  death  the 
Association  lost  one  of  its  most  efficient  members.  Prof.  Pollens 
added  some  remarks  commending  the  efficient  Christian  unity  and 
activity  shown  by  the  Association,  and  the  bold  and  faithful  words 
in  whichohe  report  had  called  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
county  jail — as  a  disgrace  to  our  civilization  in  its  structure. 


ACTIVITY  IN  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  Weidensall's  Tour.  Early  in  November,  Mr.  Weid- 
ensall,  Western  Agent  of  our  General  Executive  Committee,  closed 
a  tour  through  Wisconsin,    He  writes: 

"  I  have  visited  twenty-five  places  in  Wisconsin,  organized  three 
new  Associations,  secured  the  revival  of  two  others  that  bad  been 
discontinued,  and  accomplished  the  appointment  of  union  commit- 
tees in  four  places,  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  carry  forward 
Association  work,  and  have  furnished  many  individuals  with  plans 
and  documents  in  aid  of  their  labors  of  love.  The  most  laborious 
and  effective  part  of  my  mission  work,  is  my  personal  calls  and 
interviews  with  pastors  and  christian  workers.  In  public  meet- 
ings and  private  interviews,  I  have  striven  to  keep  prominently  in 
view,  the  objects  of  our  organization,  and  to  disown  the  measures 
and  sayings  of  indiscreet  men.  How  terribly  has  our  cause  suf- 
fered at  the  hands  of  some  of  its  professed  friends.  In  some  cases 
apparently  irreparable  injuries  have  been  sustained. 

The  route  of  Mr.  Weidensall  lay  through  Madison,  Fond  du  Lac, 
Green  Bay,  Appleton,  Oshkosh,  Beaver  Dam,  Portage  City,  Colum- 
bus, Milwaukee,  Racine,  Elkhorn,  Delavan,  Beloit,  Whitewater  to 
Madison.  The  following  interesting  facts  are  communicated  in  his 
report. 

New  Associations  were  formed  at  Beaver  Dam,  where  the 
membership  is  largely  drawn  from  the  Christian  students  of  a 
Baptist  school  in  the  place,  also  at  Appleton,  in  the  Lawrence  Uni- 
versity where  a  religious  interest  has  since  begun  to  prevail,  and 
at  Madison,  in  the  State  University  Associations  were  revived,  and 
in  Delavan  and  Oshkosh. 

At  Fond  du  Lac,  a  town  of  10,000  inhabitants,  a  vigorous 
Association  was  found  and  the  public  meeting  held  was  largely 
attended.  A  good  mission  Sunday  school  is  sustaft  <d  by  the  mem- 
bers. "'.    . 

At  Green  Bay,  Romanists  had  succeeded  in  suppressing 
open-air  meetings,  taking  advantage  of  some  indiscretion  in  the 
management  of  the  gatherings.  This  Association  too  admitted 
merely  moral  men  to  active  membership  and  has  died. 

At  Oshkosh,  an  Association  once  existed  with  a  library  worth 
$600.  It  died  from  want  of  the  vital  breath  of  Evangelical  active 
membership.  The  brethren  appointed  a  union  committee  and  set 
about  sustaining  regular  union  prayer  meetings. 

At  Portage  City,  the  brethren  have  splendid  rooms  in  the 
Court  House,  with  rent  paid  in  advance  for  five  years  to  come. 
Their  room  will  seat  800  and  has  been  full  sometimes  in  seasons 
of  religious  interest. 

At  Milwaukee,  there  is  not  the  opposition  to  the  cause  that 
there  once  was,  but  an  indisposition  to  revive  the  society  at  present 
was  manifested. 

Three  German  T.M.C.A.or  Vereins  were  found  at 
this  point,  by  Mr.  Weidensall.  They  do  not  sympathize  with  the 
English  community  though  their  general  work  resembles  ours. 

At  Etkhorn,  a  public  meeting  resulted  in  the  appointment  of 
a  union  committee  to  arrange  for  Association  work. 

At  Delavan  for  ten  years  the  Association  has  been  main- 
tained though  discontinued.  A  union  meeting  called  forth  a  good 
spirit  of  energy  in  pushing  forward  in  the  path  where  so  many 
blessings  had  been  vouchsafed. 

At  Beloit,  the  brethren  sustain  a  good  Association,  have  a 
pleasant  room,  hold  a  weekly  prayer  meeting  and  a  Sunday  open- 
air  service  during  the  summer  and  fall. 


Second  Anniversary  in  Scranton,  Pa.  The  rooms  in 
Scranton  were  thronged  the  evening  of  December  9th  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  second  anniversary  of  the  Association.  Ever  since  the 
late  Pennsylvania  Convention  at  this  place  a  blessed  season  of  re- 
vival has  prevailed.     The  number  of  conversions  during  the  year 
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was  stated  by  President,  H.  M.  Boies,  in  his  report  to  be  about  fifty. 

New  and  cheerful  rooms,  a  good  course  of  free  lectures  a  religious 

canvass  of  the  city,  open  air  services,  cottage  meetings,  the  daily 

prayer  meeting,  mission  schools,  the  efforts  of  the  employment 

and  boarding  house  committees,  and  above  all  the  labors  of  Mr. 

W.  W.  Mosman,  the  faithful,  devoted  and  efficient  city  missionary, 

have  been  among  the  agencies  equally  owned  and  blessed  by  the 

Master  during  the  year  just  closed. 

The  Association  admits  women  to  membership,  and  has  on  its 

roll 

MEMBERS. 

Life.  Active.  Anot&aU. 

.12  90  87 

.8  74  17 


Men 

Women. 


Total. 


14 


164 


64 


The  expenditures  of  the  year  amount  to  $2,795  and  the  receipts 
have  equalled  this  sum.  From  a  tabular  statement  of  what  has 
been  accomplished  we  take  the  following : 

Volumes  in  the.  Library 181 

Papers  and  Periodicals. 85 

Estimated  visits  to  Reading  Boom 15,000 

Religious  meetings  held 886 

Pages  of  Tracts  distributed 60,000 

Superintendents  supplied  Mission  Schools 8 

Teachera  supplied  Mission  Schools 26 

Mission  Schools  reorganized 2 

Mission  Schools  established  (colored) 1 

Number  of  scholars. 820 

Persons  furnished  employment 40 

Persons  provided  with  boarding  houses 86 

Religious  services  held  in  saloons 10 

Keepers  of  disreputable  houses  induced  to  abandon 

the  business 2 

Abandoned  women  reclaimed 5 

Saved  from  a  life  of  shame.  2 

Liquor  dealers  induced  to  abandon  the  business 1 

Sunday  theatre  stopped .'     1 

Free  Lectures. ' 11 

WORK  OF    THB  CITY  MISSIONARY. 

For  the  three  months  ending  November  8d,  1870 : 


No.  of  cases. 
No.  of  visits. 


Sent. 
153 


Oct. 


Nov. 
75 


Total. 
125 
705 


'The  Work  in  San  Francisco.  At  the  late  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  in  San  Francisco,  the  President,  Mr.  Noah 
Brooks,  in  his  report  stated  the  following  facts : 

Roll  of  active  members  291 ;  associate  members,  842 :  life  mem- 
bers, 248.  Total  897.  The  library  has  received  a  late  addition  of 
over  1,000  volumes.  Of  these  717  were  the  donations  of  friends, 
and  about  500  were  purchased  in  New  York  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  Ladies'  Festival  held  In  the  hall  of  the  Association  a  year  ago. 
The  reading  room  contains  53  newspapers  and  periodicals  publish- 
ed in  California,  Oregon  and  Nevada,  and  64  similar  publications 
from  the  Atlantic  States.  The  Association  continues  its  practice 
of  prepaying  the  postage  on  imperfectly  stamped  letters  believing 
this  a  work  of  charity.  During  the  year  8,812  letters  have  thus 
been  sent,  at  a  cost  of  $222  85,  the  returns  have  been  $187  72. 
The  Society  has  been  prompt  to  procure  employment  as  far  as  pos- 
sible for  those  applying. 

An  auxiliary  of  the  Association  has  been  formed  of  ladies  which 
is  known  as  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association.  It  is  de- 
signed to  assist  deserving  young  women,  who  are  alone  and 
friendless  in  the  city,  and  who  need  protection,  advice,  shelter  and 
assistance.  The  list  of  officers  are,  President,  Charles  Goodall  ; 
Vice-Presidents  Charles  J.  King,  Samuel  Mosgrove,  N.  M.  Roberts, 
L.  8.  V  Sawyer,  W.  M.  Cubery ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  F.  W. 
Clill ;  Recording  Secretary,  R.  Roberto ;  Treasurer,  H.  H.  Blake ; 
Librarian,  H.L.  Chamberlain. 


The  Work  in  Baltimore.  Annual  Meeting.  Ap- 
peal for  a  Building.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
was  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple  on  the  evening  of  December  22d, 
and  was  particularly  well  attended  by  the  leading  and  eminent 
men  of  the  city.  One  of  the  speakers,  Rev.  Dr.  Ley  burn,  said  that 
he  had  scarcely  hoped  to  live  to  see  the  millionaires  and  "  railroad 
kings,"  the  men  representing  so  much  of  the  material  wealth  and 
greatness  of  the  city,  sitting  on  a  platform  together  and  giving  an 
object  like  this  the  benefit  of  their  influence  and  presence. 

APPEAL  FOR  A    BUILDING. 

Mr.  John  W.  Garrett  was  chosen  presiding  officer,  and  in  taking 
the  chair  delivered  an  interesting  address.  After  alluding  to  the 
many  fine  public  buildings  and  charitable  institutions  of  Baltimore, 
he  added. 

"But  with  all  our  blessings,  progress  and  wealth,  this  communi- 
ty has  been  sadly  deficient  in  giving  power  to  one  of  the  grandest 
systems  for  the  suppression  of  evil  and  the  development  of  good 
which  religion  and  philanthropy  have  yet  organized — the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  1  Washington,  New  York,  Chicago, 
San  Francisco,  and  many  other  cities  in  America  and  Europe  have 
furnished  these  Associations  on  a  much  broader  and  more  gener- 
ous scale  than  has  yet  been  adopted  here.  They  have  erected  ex- 
tensive and  splendid  buildings  costing  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  with  all  the  facilities  for  religious,  intellectual,  moral  and 
even  physical  improvement,  and  their  Associations  number  their 
membership  by  thousands.  We  have  heretofore  given  compara- 
tively little  aid  to  this  cause.  A  band  of  six  hundred  earnest  young 
men  have  labored  in  our  midst,  and  have  accomplished  much  good. 
The  particulars  of  their  diligence  and  their  efforts  will  be  furnished 
by  others  who  will  address  you. 

Concerning  these  efforts  Eon.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  in  an  address 
that  followed  said : 

THB  WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 

The  Association  has  600  members ;  it  has  received  26,250  visits 
from  persons  stopping  in  the  city ;  It  publishes  a  religious  news- 
paper, of  which  63,000  eopies  have  been  circulated ;  1,800  bar-rooms 
have  been  visited  ;  1,950  mission  meetings  have  been  held ;  12,362 
visits  have  been  made  to  the  poor  and  sick,  and  218  situations  have 
been  obtained  for  young  men.  It  has  furnished  4,521  persons  with 
lodgings  and  meals  gratuitously.  Mr.  Harris  urged  at  the  close 
that  the  point  he  wished  to  make  was,  that  such  an  institution  is 
so  undeniably  a  benefit  to  the  community  that  it  becomes  the  peo- 
ple of  the  city,  the  men  of  wealth  and  influence,  to  give  it  enlarged 
facilities  for  doing  good,  and  to  put  it  on  a  firm  basis. 

Addresses  were  also  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  L.  Huston  who  offered  a 
resolution  cordially  endorsing  the  Association,  and  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ley- 
burn.  ■ 

Cheering  News  from  St.  Paul,  Minn.  A  correspond- 
ent writes  from  this  place :  "  At  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  in 
October,  our  Financial  Committee  issued  a  circular  setting  forth 
the  work  of  the  Association  and  its  claims.  This  was  distributed 
through  all  the  churches  in  the  city  and  published  in  the  papers. 
The  day  of  prayer  had  an  awakening  effect  upon  our  officers  and 
directors.  At  a  late  annual  meeting  reports  for  the  year  were  pre 
sented,  a  sermon  preached  and  a  collection  amounting  to  $394  was 
taken.  We  shall  require  $3,000  this  year.  We  raise  money  by 
canvassing  among  the  business  men  of  the  city  for  monthly  »ub- 
teriptiont.  These  range  from  $1  to  $5.  We  employ  a  city  mission- 
ary at  a  salary  of  $1,000,  whose  time  is  about  wholly  taken  up  by 
city  mission  work.  As  is  usual  among  Western  Associations,  too 
much  attention  is  given  to  this  part  of  the  work.  Hereafter,  how- 
ever, we  hope  alwayB  to  keep  in  view  that  we  most  try  to  save 
young  men.  We  moved  last  October  into  new  rooms  only  one  flight 
of  stairs  up  and  eligible  in  every  way.  We  are  now  $500  in  debt 
but  hope  to  clear  this  off  very  soon.  Our  noonday  prayer  meeting 
is  revived  and  well  sustained," 
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WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Home  and  the  Work  in  Cincinnati.  The  Home 
of  the.Woman's  Christian  Association  of  Cincinnati  is  at  Nob.  37 
and  20  Longworth  Street.  Mrs.  E.  B.  Newbold  is  superintendent. 
This  home  is  specially  intended  as  a  boarding  house  for  young 
women  whose  wages  are  under  six  dollars  per  week,  who  cannot 
pay  high  prices  for  board,  and  yet  should  have  a  substitute  for  the 
family  where  the  association  will  be  pleasant  and  salutary.  During 
the  past  year  there  have  been  admitted :  new  boarders,  86 ;  for- 
mer boarders  re-admitted,  20.  About  200  persons  have  been  ad- 
mitted since  the  opening  of  the  Home. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  actual  cost  is  about  $8  50  per  week,  and 
for  this  season  this  is  the  price  set.  Young  ladies  are  admitted 
whether  they  can  pay  the  full  price  or  not,  as  the  object  is  to  ben- 
efit such  until  they  can  pay,  and-  not  subject  them  to  unpleasant 
associations  or  the  thousand  temptations  to  which  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, they  are  likely  to  be  exposed.  The  Association,  how- 
ever, operates  in  other  fields  and  is  doing  a  great  work.  They 
would  be  glad  to  have  a  much  larger  home,  and,  what  is  far  bet- 
ter, they  desire  to  establish  manufactories  and  enlarge  the  oppor- 
tunities for  young  women  to  acquire  trades  or  professions  and  be- 
come skilled  in  everything  for  which  they  are  peculiarly  adapted. 
The  Treasurer's  annual  report  says :  Total  receipts,  $10,992  87 ; 
Building  fund,  $5,140;  Friends' Relief  Fund,  $165  50;  General 
Fund,  $5,687  47.  Total  expenses,  $5,687  47 ;  balance  on  hand, 
$5,305  50 ;  since  increased  to  $7,439.  The  President  of  the  Asso- 
ciation is  Mrs.  Dr.  John  Davis  and  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
Mrs.  Robert  Brown  Jr. 

Tfie  Work  in  Hartford.  010,000  for  a  Home.  The 
semi-annual  meeting  in  Hartford  of  the  Women's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation was  held  last  December  and  was  very  largely  attended. 
The  interest  in  this  useful  society  is  deepening. 

The  treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  nearly  $200  on  hand.  The 
Home  Fund  amounts  to  $16,000,  with  a  promise  of  more  after  Jan- 
uary. The  Corresponding  Secretary  reports  a  cheering  and  affec- 
tionate interchange  of  letters  between  the  Hartford  Association 
and  those  of  twelve  other  cities  in  nine  States,  from  Maine  to  Mis- 
souri. The  Association  is  doing  a  quiet  but  most  beneficent  work. 
The  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Chase,  writes : 

"  The  blessing  of  God  has  been  with  us  and  we  were  never  in 
more  prosperous  circumstances  than  now.  Our  platform  is  distinctly 
Evangelical  and  we  have  found  it  blessed  to  labor  as  Christians 
who  depend  upon  the  Spirit  and  the  Word.  Philanthropy  and 
human  benevolence  can  build  a  shelter  for  the  young  women  for 
whom  we  labor,  but  thepower  and  love  of  Christ  can  alone  reach 
and  save  their  souls.  We  want  workers  whose  hearts  are  filled 
with  this  loving  spirit.  May  God  arouse  Christian  women  all 
over  our  land  to  the  great  need  of  such  labor  among  our  own  sex." 

At  Scranton,  Pa.,  a  lot  and  $500  have  been  offered  for  a 
home  for  friendless  women.  A  Women's  Christian  Association  is 
to  be  incorporated  there  this  winter. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 
Annual  Meeting  in  Toronto.    The  Tear's  Work. 

A  large  audience  assembled  in  Knox's  church,  Toronto,  the  even- 
ing of  Dec.  2nd,  on  occasion  of  the  Annnal  Meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  that  city.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  President  of  the  so- 
ciety, Mr.  John  Macdonald.  Addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  David 
Wilson,  Rev.  Septimus  Jones,  Rev.  R  W.  Pearson,  of  Montreal,  and 
Rev.  Alfred  Taylor,  of  New  York. 

These  were  interspersed  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  various 
officers. 

The  President  reported  that  each  successive  annual  gathering 
of  the  society  increased  in  interest.  The  saloon  work  has  been 
specially  interesting,  and  vigorous  effort  is  now  being  put  forth  to 
limit  the  number  o?  saloons.  The  building  fund  is  in  a  fair  and 
promising  way  of  reaching  a  suitable  figure. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Wilkie,  Recording  Secretary,  reports  248  active, 
118  associate,  31  honorary,  and  two  life  members,  being  an  increase 
of  123  for  last  year.  Eightpublic  and  sixteen  business  meetings 
were  held  during  the  year.  The  Saturday  evening  prayer  meetings 
and  the  Sabbath  afternoon  meetings  have  been  very  successful,  and 
the  Association  has  been  able  to  assist  many  persons  in  distress.    At 


Jfezvs  of  Associations. 

Cottage  Prayer  Meeting!  the  attendance  has  been  very  encouraging. 
The  Bible  Class  was  recommenced  during  the  summer  with  an  at- 
tendance of  from  twenty  to  thirty-five.  The  employment  Commit- 
tee received  784  applications  during  the  year,  of  whom  240  received 
temporary  or  permanent  employment.  One  member  of  this  Com- 
ittee  is  in  attendance  every  morning  to  give  all  she  information 
possible  to  those  in  want  of  employees  as  well'  as  to  assist  those 
seeking  employment.  The  Bible  and  Tract  Commi  tee  report  that 
they  have  distributed  within  the  past  12  months  over  40,000  tracts 
and  50,000  handbills. 

The  attendance  at  the  Bethel  services  has  averaged  about  100. 
The  committee  state  that  much  annoyance  to  the  clergymen  who 
conducted  the  service  on  the  City  of  loronto  and  Queen's  wharf 
was  occasioned  by  the  running  of  steamers  to  and  from  the  Island 
during  tho  Sabbath,  and  they  sincerely  hope  that  some  efficient 
steps  may  be  taken  to  stop  this  desecration  of  the  Lord's  day.  The 
Jail  and  Hospital  Committees  state  that  occasional  visits  have  been 
made  by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  R.  W.  Laird,  to  both  these  places,  and 
volunteers  for  the  work  are  asked  for.  The  Boarding  House  Com- 
mittee state  that  they  have  kept  carefully  revised  and  corrected 
at  the  rooms,  a  list  of  good  boarding  houses  which  they  could 
recommend.  Six  months  ago  a  Committee  on  the  Visitation  of  the 
Sick  was  formed.  Since  that  time  some  forty  visits  have  been 
made,  with,  in  many  cases,  encouraging  results.  The  Library 
Committee  report  that  about  150  persons  visit  the  reading  room 
daily.  97  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library  by  donation, 
making  a  total  of  1,051  volumes  in  the  library.  The  Finance  Com- 
mittee report  that  last  year's  liabilities,  amounting  to  $137,  have 
been  paid  off ;  the  expenditure  for  this  year,  nearlyf  1,500  has  been 
met,  and  they  have  a  balance  on  hand  of  $34. 

At  this  meeting  $1,140  was  added  to  the  building  fund  making 
the  total  amount  $12,200.    This  sum  has  heen  increased  to  $15,000. 

Mr.  Wilkie  writes  concerning  the  spiritual  work  : 

"Our  noonday  meeting  is  growing.  We  are  having  a  course  of 
sermons  from  each  of  the  pulpits  in  the  city  which  are  meeting 
with  marked  success.  Not  only  have  they  brought  our  Association 
before  each  congregation  but  one  or  two  conversions  have  already 
resulted.  All  our  work  is  increasing  in  interest ;  we  are  in  good 
spirits." 

The  Saloon  Work  in  Toronto  has  lately  been  blessed.  Mr. 
Thomas  J.  Wilkie,  the  Secretary,  writes : 

"  We  made  a  very  successful  attack  on  our  saloons  and  dance 
houses.  Each  evening  two  of  our  young  men  station  themselves 
at  the  entrance  to  the  saloon  and  give  tracts  to  all  that  come,  at 
the  same  time  urging  them  not  to  go  into  the  evil  resort.  On  en- 
tering the  saloon  one  evening  several  of  the  inmates  spoke  insult- 
ingly demanding  why  I  was  there.  On  my  replying  that  I  had 
come  in  place  of  my  Master,  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  with  a  letter  from 
Him  which  I  wished  to  read,  they  suffered  me  to  open  the  Bible  and 
listened  as  I  read.  Some  were  deeply  affected.  The  proprietor 
went  so  far  as  to  ask  me  to  come  again.  The  good  work  goes  oa. 
We  are  sometimes  able  in  a  single  evening  to  dissuade  50  young 
men  from  entering  the  place  they  were  seeking." 

An  address  each  day  is  given  at  the  noon  day  prayer- 
meeting  in  Toronto.  The  meeting  continues  from  12:15  to  12:55. 
Among  the  subjects  announced  and  printed  we  noticed : 
Dec.  7th,  Rev.  Alfred  Taylor  of  New  York,  "  Work  for  everybody ;"' 
Dec  8th,  Mr.  H.  J.  Clark,  "  The  beginning  of  the  end ,-"  Dec.  9th, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson.  Evangelist,  of  London,  "  Young  Men  in  Dan- 

■-    —  -  -    -  —      "       -  ----        " -T, 


ger ;"  Dec.  10th,  Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson, "  Men  Wanted? 

Activity  in  St.  John,  N.  B.    The  Managing  Committee  of 

the  Association  in  St.  John,  N.  B.  in  their  late  annual  report  state 
that  the  present  membership  is  601 — 165  members  having  been 
added  during  the  past  year.  The  Library  contains  410  volumes 
being  an  increase  110  besides  magazines  and  16  papers.  A  new 
cabinet  organ  is  a  fresh  attraction  to  the  room.  The  Treasurer's 
report  shows  that  $1,700  were  disbursed  by  the  Association  during 
the  past  year. 

The  Bible  Class  taught  by  Dr.  Botsford,in  the  rooms  of  the  Asso- 
ciation every  Sabbath  afternoon,  has  had  an  average  .attendance 
of  25,  and  much  interest  is  manifested.  The  weekly  Thursday 
evening  prayer  meeting  is  fairly  attended,  while  the  rooms  of  the 
Association  are  too  small  for  the  crowds  of  young  people  who 
flock  to  the  Sunday  evening  prayer  meeting. 
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A  correspondent  writes :  "  At  our  Sabbath  evening  prayer  meet- 
ings our  room  which  holds  upward  of  250,  is  crowded  to  the  door ; 
many  stand  on  the  stairs,  and  some  have  to  go  away.  Although 
some  very  wild  youths  drop  in,  the  order  is  excellent  and  all  ap- 
pear much  interested  in  the  exercises. 

Lower  Cove  Market  Sail  was  rented  by  the  Association  during 
the  summer,  and  two  services  a  week  held  in  that  place,  for  the 
special  benefit  of  mariners.  Devotional  exercises  have  been  held 
by  members  of  the  Association  every  Sunday  morning  during  the 
year  in  the  Marine  Hospital,  and  several  who  have  been  inmates  of 
that  institution  have,  through  these  means  been  converted. 

The  Cottage  Prayer  Meeting)  have  also  been  established  and  con- 
ducted by  members  of  the  Association  in  different  sections  of  the 
eity. 

The  Belief  and  Visiting  Committee  have,  during  the  past  year, 
expended  $267.54,  besides  coals  and  other  articles  donated  for  that 
purpose,  in  relieving  the  destitute. 

The  Colporteur  and  Tract  Committee  have  invested  $820 — prin- 
cipally donations  from  Christian  gentlemen  of  St.  John — in  the  dis- 
tribution of  about  175,000  pages  of  Tracts  and  4,300  Bibles  and  re- 
ligious books.  They  are  notified  of  at-  least  two  conversions  re- 
sulting from  the  perusal  of  these  books.  4,075  Tracts  and  Religious 
books  have  been  distributed  by  members  of  the  Association  in  the 
city  and  vicinity. 

The  Strangers  and  Employment  Committee  have  procured  em- 
ployment for  four  persons  who  have  made  application. 

Regular  Literary  Meeting*  have  been  held  weekly  in  the  Rooms 
during  the  year.  These  have  been  interesting  and  quite  largely 
attended. 

At  the  late  annual  meeting  Mr.  William  Welsh  was  re-elected 
President  and  Mr.  John  E.  Irvine,  Corresponding  Secretary.  Mr. 
Joshua  Clawson,  who  formerly  held  that  post,  was  elected  Vice- 
president 


The  Boys'  Christian  Association  in  Hamilton,  Ont. 

A  correspondent  writes  :  "  This  Association — the  only  one  of  the 
kind  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada — was  organized  by  the  delegates 
from  the  Hamilton  Y.  M.  C.  A.  shortly  after  their  return  from  the 
International  Convention  at  Indianapolis,  where  they  had  seen  the 
successful  working  the  Young  Converts'  Association  of  that  city 

It  already  numbers  about  70  boys  with  a  steadily  increasing 
membership.  It  has  a  tract  and  visiting  committee,  and  its  meet- 
ings are  held  weekly  in  the  Committee  Room  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
The  exercises  consist  of  the  usual  devotional  services — reading  a 
portion  of  Scripture,  followed  by  a  few  simple  remarks,  selected 
readings  and  recitations  by  members  who  volunteer,  and  an  occa- 
sional address  from  older  friends  who  visit  their  weekly  meeting. 
The  boys  are  deeply  interested  in  the  work,  the  whole  of  which 
is  entirely  in  their  own  hands,  though  they  are  always  ready  to 
act  upon  the  suggestions  of  friends  on  whose  judgment  they  can 
depend. 

They  have  chosen  as  their  motto  the  stirring  words,  **  Stand  up 
for  Jesus,"  and  we  pray  they  may  indeed  receive  strength  from 
Him  to  act  up  to  this  watchword.  Already  many  of  their  number 
have  shown  by  their  actions  that  they  are  not  ashamed  to  be  point- 
ed out  among  their  thoughtless  school  companions  as  the  "  Chris- 
tian boys,"  and  are  steadily  endeavoring  to  prove  worthy  members 
of  the  Associations.  They  often  visit  their  sick  companions  and 
pray  at  their  bedside.  The  boys  held  a  social  meeting  in  the  Y. 
M.  C.  Association  Rooms  in  December  and  on  that  occasion  the 
large  room  was  filled  by  the  parents  and  friends  of  the  members. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  the  youthful  president  who  gave  a  short 
statement  of  the  aims,  object  and  work  of  the  Association.  Select- 
ed readings,  recitations  and  singing  followed.  One  ot  the  city 
clergymen  as  well  as  the  city  missionary,  made  addresses  and  the 
proceedings  were  brought  to  a  close  by  the  following  "farewell 
address  "  delivered  with  great  spirit  by  a  little  colored  boy. 


Deab  Friends— We  have  now  finished  what  we  had  to  say,  and 
we  come  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  during  the  evening. 
We  have  not  said  anything  great,  we  know,  but  we  have  tried  to 
say  all  the  good  things  we  could.  We  are  yet  small  and  our 
powers  of  mind  as  well  as  of  body  are  feeble.  We  cannot 
talk  as  you  can,  we  cannot  think  so  fast  or  reason  so  well ;  but  as 
we  grow  older  we  hope  to  grow  in  wisdom  and  in  strength  ;  this 
is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  to  gain  strength,  and  the  meetings 
of  our  Boys'  Christian  Association  we  hope  tend  to  make  us  wiser 
and  better  boys. 

Life  is  passing  by,  and  youth  will  soon  be  gone,  or  the  night  of 
death  may  overtake  us ;  many  as  young  and  healthy  as  we,  have 
been  called  to  cross  the  narrow  river,  have  entered  the  gate  of  that 
"  beautiful  city,"  and  we  are  left  to  follow. 

We  want  your  prayers  for  us,  that  we  may  grow  pure  and  good, 
that  Jesus  may  make  us  His." 

In  closing  this  account  of  the  Boys  Christian  Association  we  use 
the  language  of  the  Patriarch  Israel  of  old,  "  God  bless  the  lads, 
and  let  them  grow  into  a  multitude  in  the  midst  of  the  earth." 

Blessed  Results  of  the  Convention  in  Charlotte- 
town.  A  letter  from  Charles  C.  Palmer  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Association  at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  contains  the 
following  joyful  intelligence :  "  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  our 
Y.  M.  C.  A  has  imbibed  new  life  through  the  instrumentality  of 
the  Convention  and  that  it  is  steadily  gaining  strength  through 
the  help  of  a  noon  day  prayer  meeting  ;  once  a  week  at  night  a 
Bible  Class,  twice  a  week  a  Cottage  prayer  meeting,  and  on  Sun- 
day a  large  meeting  in  the  afternoon  numerously  attended.  The 
Athenaeum  Hall  is  crowded  and  a  growing  interest  manifested. 

We  have  started  a  subscription  to  build  a  new  Brick  Hall,  and 
the  first  four  persons  we  asked  gave  us  £225.  The  young  men 
are  coming  in  fast,  so  you  see  prayer  has  been  thus  largely  an- 
swered, and  we  await  God's  farther  blessing  on  the  means  He  has 
promised  to  own. 

Working  for  a  Building  in  Halifax.  Mr.  J.  S.  Mac- 
lean, of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  and  President  of  our  last  General  Conven- 
tion writes :  "  We  are  getting  our  plans  laid  for  a  good  winter's 
work  and  intend  making  a  determined  effort  to  get  a  good  build- 
ing of  our  own.  We  are  meeting  with  encouragement  and  in  time 
must  succeed." 

At  Frome  an  interesting  programme  of  meetings  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  last  three  months  in  the  Friends'  meeting 
house  each  Wednesday  evening.  Five  evenings  were  occupied 
with  the  Bible  Class  and  devotional  meetings.  At  other  times 
readings,  recitations,  essays,  discussions,  together  with  one  public 
elocution,  competition  were  secured. 

This  Association  has  two  Presidents — Rev.  F.  G.  Rooke  and 
Rev.  A.  Rowland. 


ABROAD. 


The  Day  of  Prayer  in  Londonderry.  Mr.  James 
S.  Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  Association  in  Londonderry,  Ireland 
writes: 

"lam  glad  to  say  that  the  various  ministers  in  this  city  at  once 
responded  to  our  invitation  and  preached  special  sermons  to  young 
men  from  their  various  pulpits,  beside  making  association  work  in 
both  hemispheres  a  special  subject  of  prayer. 

"  In  our  own  hall  we  had  two  special  services  at  8.80  A  M.  and 
8.80  P.M.;  the  latter  was  very  encouraging.  One  of  our  honorary 
members  made  a  stirring  and  appropriate  address  on  the  advant- 
ages arising  from  the  study  of  the  Scriptures.  Among  the  results 
of  the  observance  of  the  day  has  been  a  movement  to  make  the 
religious  and  devotional  meetings  more  efficient.  Our  Sabbath 
morning  prayer  meeting,  for  some  time  discontinued,  has  been 
heartily  resumed.  The  Bible  class  has  also  much  improved,  and  a 
more  earnest  desire  for  the  salvation  of  souls  has  been  awakened 
in  the  hearts  of  some  connected  with  the  management  of  our  As- 
sociations." 
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A  UNION   OF   SUNDAY   SCHOOL   WORKERS. 

The  Sunday  School  Teachers?  Beading  Boom  and 
Exchange,  15  Bible  House,  is  a  place  that  all  interested  in  the 
Sunday  School  work  of  this  city  will  take  pleasure  in  visiting. 
Here  are  to  be  found  for  consultation  125  Sunday  school  periodi- 
cals published  in  all  parts  of  the  English  speaking  world,  150 
well  selected  Biblical  pictures  and  50  maps  of  Bible  lands.  The 
admirable  library  for  Sunday  School  reference,  including  the  best 
commentaries,  already  numbers  900  volumes.  A  good  beginning 
has  been  made  in  the  collection  of  a  Biblical  museum  which  prom- 
ises to  become  a  very  attractive  feature  of  this  wonderful  room. 

An  extraordinary  Sunday  school  map  of  New  York  city  from  the 
battery  to  59th  Street  has  been  lately  prepared  here.  It  is  of  large 
dimensions  and  on  its  surface  the  exact  location  of  each  school  is 
designated  by  a  pin  with  a  tag  showing  by  the  color  of  the  tag 
its  denominational  connection ;  purple  representing  the  Episcopal, 
blue  Presbyterian,  scarlet  Methodist,  white  Baptist,  green  Catholic, 
tec.,  thus  enabling  the  visitor  to  the  Rooms  at  a  glance  to  form 
some  idea  of  the  effort  put  forth  for  the  religiouB  education  of  the 
children  of  our  city.  On  each  tag  is  the  page  of  the  Sunday  School 
record  on  which  has  been  placed  such  facts  as  could  be  gathered 
from  a  hasty  visit.  Every  school  below  59th  Street  has  been  visited 
and  facts  given  below  are  as  nearly  accurate  as  can  be  gathered 
under  the  present  careless  system  of  keeping  the  records  in  our 
Sunday  schools.  The  whole  number  of  Sunday  schools  in  New 
York  city  in  which  Bible  instruction  is  imparted  is  418. 

A  room  so  thoroughly  furnished  naturally  attracts  large  numbers 
of  those  interested  in  the  Sunday  School  work.  All  are  welcomed 
and  the  catholicity  of  the  resort  is  one  of  its  noteworthy  features. 
Among  those  who  frequent  it  are  Sunday  school  teachers  in  the 
Romanist,  Jewish,  Unitarian  and  Universalis  churches  as  well  as 
those  connected  with  an  Evangelical  communion.  All  find  the 
place  and  its  varied  equipment  full  of  suggestion  in  their  work. 
It  is  a  cheering  reflection  that  the  art  and  work  of  teaching  to  chil- 
dren in  the  most  intelligible  way  the  truths  of  the  Bible  is  being 
made  a  matter  of  more  and  more  careful  study.  It  will  bear  fruit, 
we  believe,  by  God's  blessing  in  a  rich  harvest  of  spiritual  benefit 
to  the  generation  that  is  coming  under  its  influence. 

As  evidence  of  the  cordial  feeling  of  many  in  the  Church  of 
Rome,  it  may  be  added  that  Father  Hecker  of  that  church  edito- 
rially recommends  the  room.  In  speaking  of  the  enterprise,  a  friend 
also  informed  us  that  Father  Healy  lately  visited  the  exchange, 
spending  several  hours  in  examining  its  treasures.  He  remarked 
that  it  was  an  evidence  of  that  Protestant  enterprise  in  the  Sunday 
school,  of  which  he  and  his  brethren  had  yet  much  to  learn.  "  Thank 
God  I "  he  said  "  the  spirit  of  bitter  feeling  and  the  day  of  estrange- 
ment between  our  churches  are  passing  away." 

In  this  room  on  each  Friday  evening  a  normal  class  of  Sunday 
school  superintendents  and  teachers  meets  for  the  study  of  the 
lessons  of  the  Berean  and  National  series— one  of  each  series  being 
studied  on  alternate  evenings.  Rev.  J,  H.  Vincent  and  Edward 
Eggleston  take  turns  in  leading  this  class. 

^meriCBit  jtattfoy  jfrhool  Virion. 

The  Work  in  Wisconsin  and  Missouri.  A  missionary 
in  Wisconsin  and  Missouri  reports,  Dec  81,  1870 :  "  During  the 
past  year  I  have  travelled  6,000  miles,  delivered  260  sermons  and 
addresses,  organized  84  new  Sunday  Schools  and  aided  a  hundred 
others.  The  importance  of  this  work  never  seemed  so  great. 
There  are  250,000  children  in  Wisconsin  who  are  not  in  Sunday 
schools." 

A  missionary  in  Missouri  reports:  "During  the  year  I  have 
travelled  13,200  miles,  delivered  808  sermons  and  addresses, 
visited  1,300  families,  organized  42  new  Sunday  Schools  having 
362  teachers  and  1,718  schol»J8,  aided  68  schools,  having  568 
teachers,  and  4,896  scholars,  donating  books  and  other  supplies  to 
the  value  of  |592  16,  selling  $972  21,  distributing  900  copies  of  the 
S-icriptures  among  new  schools." 


.Another  missionary  in  Missouri  reports :  "  When  I  commenced 
work  in  Pettis  Co.,  three  years  ago,  there  was  but  one  Sunday 
school  in  Sedalia  and  two  in  the  county.  Now  there  are  eight 
schools  in  Sedalia,  and  48  in  the  county.  From  these,  started  in 
school  houses  and  groves,  ten  churches  have  been  organized,  and 
eight  church  buildings  erected." 

PREACHING  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

Air  effort  is  being  made  to  draw  the  non-church  going  popula- 
tion into  some  place  of  popular  resort  on  Sabbath  evenings  to  hear 
the  gospel  preached.  For  this  purpose  the  Hall  of  the  Cooper 
Union,  New  York  City,  has  been  engaged  for  several  successive 
Sabbath  evenings.  These  services,  designed  to  make  known  the 
great  practical  truths  of  Christianity,  are  to  be  under  the  direction 
of  Rev.  George  J.  Mingins,  Superintendent  of  City  Missions,  who 
will  be  aided  successively  by  the  various  pastors  of  the  city.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  series  was  held  Sabbath  evening,  January  1st, 
with  an  encouraging  attendance. 

We  understand  that  the  whole  expense  of  this  movement  is  as- 
sumed by  a  single  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
City  Mission,  who  will,  if  the  experiment  proves  a  reasonable  suc- 
cess, initiate  an  enterprise  of  a  more  permanent  nature  in  the  Bow- 
ery, or  some  one  of  the  great  thoroughfares,  away  from  the  regular 
churches,  where  fine  music  and  good  singing  and  earnest  speak- 
ing and  all  proper  attractive  auxiliaries  shall  be  employed  to  draw 
in  the  multitude  surging  through  our  streets  on  the  Sabbath,  with 
out  any  place  in  the  sanctuary. 

9%e  £HMe  among  the  £toplt. 

HOW  TO  PROMOTE  THE  READING  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

Some  suggestive  facts  and  queries  on  this  important  subject  are 
submitted  by  Rev.  F.  R  Goulding,  of  Roawell,  Ga.,  calling  attention 
to  the  fact  that,  in  spite  of  the  large  circulation  of  the  Bible  and  Its 
use  in  the  Sunday  school  and  church,  the  contents  of  the  sacred  vol- 
ume are  familiar  to  comparatively  few.  Mr.  Goulding  enumerates 
the  methods  by  which  in  the  sick  room  and  in  many  of  our  indus- 
trial societies  the  reading  of  the  Bible  to  those  who  will  not  them- 
selves become  acquainted  with  it  is  effected.    He  adds : 

"  Officers  of  a  Bible  Society  have  been  known  to  constitute  them- 
selves into  a  Board  of  Managers  for  Bible  reading  as  well  as  dis- 
tribution, providing,  however,  that  the  expenses,  if  any,  be  paid 
from  funds  raised  for  the  purpose. 

"  It  has  been  thought  that  cities  and  other  districts,  too  large  for 
ordinary  private  effort,  might  be  successfully  supplied  with  Bible 
readers  if  divided  into  wards,  which  shall  be  severally  committed 
to  the  care  of  volunteering  individuals,  societies  or  churches. 

"  The  question  has  also  been  raised  whether  it  is  not  possible  to 
cover  the  land  with  a  net  work  of  Union  Bible  Reading  Associa- 
tions in  the  spirit  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  etc.,  extensive 
in  its  affiliations,  which  shall  appoint  readers  and  provide  meant 
for  bringing  the  Bible  into  contact  with  the  minds  of  the  people." 

Mr.  Goulding  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  and  communicate 
with  all  who  are  interested  in  carrying  out  the  above  mentioned  oi 
any  kindred  suggestion. 

JESUS  ONLY. 
What  is  the  tie  that  makes  us  one 

In  faith  and  hope  and  love. 
Who  U  the  One  that  bids  us  come 
To  that  dear  home  above. 

Jesus,  Jesus  only. 
Where  shall  we  go  to  quench  our  grief 

When  sorrows  round  us  fall, 

Where  shall  we  sweetly  find  relief, 

Who'll  hear  our  helpless  call  ? 

Jesns,  Jesus  only. 

Our  heavenly  home  by  faith  we  see 

Our  t-aviour,  too,  is  there, 
Who'll  help  us  in  the  hour  of  death, 
And  lighten  every  care  ? 

Jesus,  Jesus  only.  H.  T.  B. 
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LITERARY  NOTES 


AN    INDISPENSABLE    BOOK. 

In  the  latest  and  altogether  the  heat  edition  of  Webster's  Dic- 
tionary gives  the  work  unquestionably  the  first  place  in  this 
department  of  English  literature.  The  volume  has  undergone  a 
complete  and  thorough  revision.  Competent  scholars  have  been 
employed  in  every  branch  of  the  work  and  this  venerable  diction- 
ary is  becoming  to-day  more  and  more  the  standard  authority  upon 
the  definition,  pronunciation  and  etymology  of  the  English  lan- 
guage. This  is  due  largely  to  the  active  enterprise  with  which 
each  successive  edition  has  been  made  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth 
and  usage  of  the  language.  In  England  as  well  as  in  this  country 
it  is  appealed  to  as  standard  authority.  In  the  celebrated  Alexan- 
dra case,  tried  a  few  years,  ago  before  the  court  of  Exchequer  the 
Lord  Chief  Baron  in  his  decision  makes  use  of  the  definition  in 
Webster  of  a  disputed  word,  referring  to  the  work  as  one  of  "the 
greatest  learning,  research  and  ability." 

The  creation  and  continued  improvement  of  this  great  work  re- 
flects the  highest  credit  on  American  scholarship.  We  take  a  just 
national  pride  in  furnishing  the  standard  authority  on  its  own 
language  to  the  English  speaking  population  of  the  globe — a  pop- 
ulation increasing  everywhere  with  unexampled  rapidity  in  num- 
bers, enterprise  and  intelligence.  It  has  been  fitly  termed  "  not 
merely  a  book  but  an  American  Institution." 

Probably  no  recent  improvement  in  the  art  of  dictionary  making 
is  of  greater  importance  than  the  introduction  of  pictures  to  illus- 
trate definitions.  In  very  many  cases  without  this  information 
given  through  the  eye  the  definition  would  be  incomplete.  In  the 
department  of  illustrations  the  latest  edition  of  Webster  is  particu- 
larly admirable.  The  pictures  are  scattered  through  the  volume 
and  then  gathered  together  and  systematically  arranged,  untiring 
this  part  of  the  book  as  appropriate  to  the  nursery  as  to  the  study. 

If  you  can  secure  but  one  book  beside  your  Bible,  by  all  means 
secure  this  as  in  itself  a  compendious  library  and  the  proper  be- 
ginning of  any  collection  of  books  however  large  or  small. 

Thb  Pekctb  is  the  title  of  a  delightful  and  instructive  story  for 
children  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Prentiss.  It  has  lately  been  publish- 
ed by  Mr.  A.  D.  F.  Randolph  of  this  city.  To  say  that  it  is  worthy 
to  be  ranked  with  the  other  popular  and  interesting  works  of  its 
author  is  enough  to  commend  the  work  to  the  attention  of  our  read- 
ers. 


RECENT    PUBLICATIONft 


Gabpibtbb,  O.  T.    The  Bible,  versus  Spiritualism ;  (Carroll  ft  Co.) 80 

Fobs'*  Biographla  Jurldloa,  8mo ;  (Little,  B.  *  Co.) 6  50 

GuuBooior  Poitbt,  8mo ;  (Virtue  ft  Gorston) jooo 

Hall,  8.  C.  Book  of  Great  Men  and  Women  of  the  Age,  8mo ;  (Virtue  ft 

Torsion) 10  so 

HoLooifBn,  w.  H.  The  Other  Life,  ttmo;  (LIppineott) i  go 

Iliad,  Thb,  or  tub  East,  ttmo;  (Maemlllan) j  oo 

MoUustock,  J.   Unwritten  Sermon*,  ttmo ;  (Carlton  *  L .) 115 

MacDosald,  O.   The  Mlraelea  of  our  Lord;  (LIppineott) j  oo 

Maohxllab,  H,   TheTrue  Vine, ttmo;  (Macmlllan) 3  00 

Mattdslet,  H.   Body  and  Mind,  ttmo ;  (Appleton) i  qq 

Muhsbll,J.   Chronology  of  Paper-making,  8mo ;  (Mnnaell) 2  00 

Ifraa.  Life  and  Nature  under  the  Tropica,  ttmo ;  (Appleton) \  300 

Olifhaht, Mks.    Francis  of  Assisi.llmo;  (MacmlUan) 175 

Flora,  W.  S.   Sermons  tor  the  People ;  (Am.  Tract  800.) 1  00 

Raoixz.   The  Suitor*,  a  Comedy ;  (Putnam)  •mall  *.to 1  00 

Batkokd,  R,  W.   American  Mine*  and  Mining.    Newed.,  8mo;  (Ford) 5  00 

Runs,  P.   The  Student*'  Own  Speaker,  ttmo ;  (Putnam) 90 

Ridbe,  E.   The  Religion  of  Good  Sense,  lemo  j  (Carter) \  35 

ttoHurDLtt'a  Life  of  Beethoven ;  cd.  by  Moschelcr,  lemo ;  (Diteon) 3  00 

Boott.F.J.   Art  of  Beautifying  Country  Home*;  (Appleton) goo 

Sfbxcbb.H.   Taythology,  part*  111  and  lv,  8mo ;  (Appleton) 100 

Btbbbihs,  H.   The  Christian  In  Palestine,  4-to ;  (Virtue  ft  Torston) lg  00 

Talks  with  a  Philosopher  on  the  Ways  of  God  to  Man,  lemo  -,  (LIppineott) . .       15 
Whitrbt.G.H.    Hand  bookofBtbleOsography,  ttmo ;  (Carlton  ft  L) 323 


THE  MONTE 

AT  HOME. 

The  Civil  Service  Bill  re-appears  in  Congress  this  session 
in  a  modified  form  and  should  command  the  attention  and  approv- 
al of  every  citizen  who  desires  to  promote  honest  and  thorough  ad- 
ministration in  the  various  departments  of  our  government.  The 
new  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Jenckes  of  Bhode  Island  provider  that 
all  officers  of  the  Civil  Service  of  the  Government,  except  judges 
and  clerks  of  United  States  Courts,  Members  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
ministers  to  foreign  courts,  shall  be  selected  by  open  and  competi- 
tive examination ;  the  examinations  to  be  conducted,  and  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  relating  to  them  to  be  framed  by  a  commis- 
sioner and  two  assistant  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate.  The  rules  and  regula- 
tions are  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President,  and  every 
candidate  is  to  pay  five  dollars  before  he  can  be  examined,  and  ten 
if  he  obtains  a  certificate.  All  persons  now  in  the  Civil  Service  are 
to  be  examined  as  soon  as  the  act  passes,  and  dismissed  if  they  do 
not  come  up  to  the  required  standard.  Provision  is  made  for  cases 
of  eminent  fitness  for  particular  duties,  in  the  absence  of  book 
knowledge,  by  enabling  the  President  to  dispense  with  an  exam- 
ination whenever  the  head  of  a  department  advises  him  that  it 
will  be  conducive  to  the  public  service  to  do  so.  The  bill  might 
be  much  more  sweeping  and  thorough  in  its  provisions,  but  as  far 
as  it  goes  it  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  But  even  as  it  is,  we 
can  have  little  hope  of  its  passing  Congress  till  the  people  speak 
more  emphatically  on  the  subject  at  the  ballot  box. 

Woman's  Protest  against  Woman's  Suffrage.  U.  S. 
Senator  Edmunds  has  presented  the  remonstrance  of  Mrs.  Gen. 
Sherman  and  1,000  other  ladies  against  female  suffrage.  The  re- 
monstrants, including  among  their  number  the  wives  of  Senators 
and  Representatives  and  prominent  men  in  professional  life 
throughout  the  country,  state  their  belief  that  their  communica- 
tion represents  the  sober  convictions  of  a  majority  of  the  women 
of  the  country.  They  assert  that,  while  shrinking  from  public 
notoriety,  they  are  too  dedply  and  painfully  impressed  by  the 
grave  perils  which  threaten  their  peace  and  happiness  in  the  pro- 
posed changes  in  their  civil  and  political  rights  to  longer  remain 
silent.  Among  other  objections  they  urge  that  the  Bible  incul- 
cates for  women  a  sphere  higher  than,  and  apart  from,  that  of  pub- 
lic life,  because,  as  women,  they  find  a  full  measure  of  duties, 
cares  and  responsibilities,  and  are  unwilling  to  bear  additional 
burdens  unedited  to  their  physical  organization ;  because  the  ex- 
tension of  the  suffrage  would  be  averse  to  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing women  of  the  country,  and  would  introduce  in  the  marriage 
relation  a  fruitful  element  of  discord  increasing  the  already  alarm- 
ing prevalence  of  divorce  throughout  theland. 

Deserved  Increase  of  Salaries.  The  House  has  voted 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Justices  of  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
to  $8,500  for  the  Chief  Justice,  and  $8,000  for  the  Associates.  This 
is  $2,000  more  than  they  now  receive.  Mr.  Boar,  of  Massachusetts, 
in  supporting  the  bill,  said  that  when  the  ablest  members  of  the 
English  bar  entered  the  English  Courtroom  they  found  in  the 
Judge  an  intellectual  superior.  On  the  contrary,  the  policy  which 
prevailed  in  too  many  of  the  American  States  had  brought  about 
that  saddest  of  all  spectacles— justice  administered  by  a  feeble 
Judge  in  the  presence  of  able  and  powerful  advocates.  The  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  was  in  dignity  and  importance 
and  as  a  source  of  national  pride,  immeasurably  superior  to  any 
other  tribunal  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  yet  those  Judges  were 
accorded  a  salary  not  equal  to  the  ordinary  income  of  a  respectable 
attorney  in  a  rural  district  in  an  interior  State. 

The  Iron  Bailroad  Bridge  over  the  Ohio  at  Parkersburg, 
West  Virginia,  connecting  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  Marietta 
and  Cincinnati  Railroads,  was  lately  completed.  The  bridge  is 
ninety  feet  above  low  water  mark,  is  over  4,000  feet  long,  and  was 
built  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  Company  at  a  cost  of 
over  $1,000,000. 
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The  Siege  of  Paris  has  been  poshed  by  the  Prussians  with 
great  vigor  daring  the  past  month.  The  bombardment  of  the  city 
is  now  in  progress  and  the  final  surrender  of  the  beseiged  seems 
to  be  inevitable.  This  result  is  anticipated  not  only  from  the  situ- 
ation within  the  city  but  also  from  the  circumstance  that  the 
Prussians  are  victorious  at  all  points  outside  of  the  capital  and 
have  foiled  every  attempt  that  has  been  made  by  the  French  peo- 
ple to  organize  and  operate  successfully  an  army  for  the  relief  of 
Paris.  The  last  Prussian  success  of  this  sort  was  the  victory  of 
Prince  Frederick  Charles  over  Gen.  Chanzy  near  Le  Mans  (a  place  80 
miles  west  of  Paris).  In  two  severe  engagements  he  captured  30,000 
prisoners  and  drove  the  French  in  a  disorganized  condition  in  dif- 
ferent directions.  This  army  of  the  Loire  was  the  one  to  which 
the  Parisians  have  been  looking  for  relief. 
Its  complete  defeat  takes  away  all  hope  of 
succor  from  that  direction.  In  the  Nonh 
and  East,  the  French  armies,  under  Faid- 
herbe  and  Bourbaki,  are  held  in  check  by 
the  Prussians,  under  Von  Goeben  and  Man- 
teuffel.  Such  decisive  successes  on  the  part 
of  the  Prussian  armies  encourages  the  ex- 
pectation of  the  speedy  termination  of  this 
fearful  and  bloody  war.  The  inventions  of 
the  last  quarter  century  have  contributed  to 
make  the  struggle  brief,  but  its  horrors, 
considering  the  short  time  it  has  lasted,  are 
also  unexampled.      In  the  multitude  of  sol- 
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diers  engaged  in  it  at  one  time,  the  war  seems  equally  remarkable. 
It  is  said,  probably  with  considerable  exaggeration,  that  there  are 
now  on  French  soil  1,600,000  soldiers  engaged  in  carrying  on  the 
conflict,  yet  the  magnitude  of  the  struggle  is  only  equalled  by  the 
insignificance  of  the  pretext  in  which  it  had  its  origin.  This 
phase  of  the  subject  is  revolting  to  the  enlightened  christian  spirit 
of  the  age.  The  horrors  of  war  in  our  time  are  mitigated  not  only 
by  tenderer  care  for  the  prisoner,  the  wounded  and  the  neutral, 
but  the  cruelties  are  more  shocking  to  public  sentiment.  The  num- 
ber is  growing  larger  of  those  who  execrate  and  are  eager  to  re- 
move that  "dire  necessity  "  of  war  which  has  heretofore  been  so 
tamely  assented  to  by  the  intelligent  public  opinion  of  Christendom 
We  hope  and  believe  the  war  now  raging  will  occasion  practical 
effort  to  give  expression  to  this  feeling.  To  concert  measures  by 
which  such  fearful  and  uselessly  bloody  wars  might  be  prevented 
would  be  an  achievement  not  only  demand- 
ing the  highest  and  purest  statesmanship, 
but  also  eminently  worthy  of  the  combined 
wisdom  of  all  christian  nations. 

T/te  Completion  of  the  Mt.  Cenis 
Tunnel,  which  unites  by  railroad  France 
and  Italy,  is  a  victory  of  peace  no  less  re- 
nowned than  any  that  the  conquerors  in  the 
present  war  can  boast.  It  heralds,  so  the 
papers  inform  us,  the  tunnel  under  the  Eng- 
lish Channel,  which  is  destined  to  complete 
the  railroad  connection  bet*  een  London  and 
Rome.  In  this  day  of  marvels,  who  shall 
pronounce  such  a  project  impracticable  t 
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For  Public  and  Social  Worship.     By  W.  H.  DOANE. 
288  Pages,  about  660  Hymns  and  260  Tunes  on  good  paper,  of  convenient  size,  and  bound  in  cloth.      Price  76  Cents. 

The  General  Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Indianapolis  last  June,  Passed  the  Following : 

Retained. — That  in  the  Hymn  and  Tune  Book  [Songs  of  Devotion]  prepared  at  the  suggestion  of  our  last  Convention,  at  Portland,  by 
W.  H.  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  published  by  Messrs.  Blglow  &  Main  of  New  York  city,  we  find  a  work  not  only  admirably 
adapted  for  use  in  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Conventions  and  Associations ;  but  eminently  fitted  for  devotional  exercises  and  social 
meetings,  and  we  recommend  and  urge  its  adoption  for  general  use. 
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Sunday  School  Music  now  in  use.  Mr.  Doane  has  had  the  counsel  and  co-operation  of  the  leading  men  In  church  and  association  work,  and  it  Is  believed  that 
"  Soiree  of  Dbtotioi  "  will  prove  the  moat  valuable  Hymn  and  Tune  Book  for  universal  use  ever  published— the  low  price  at  which  it  Is  offered  will  bring  It  within 
reach  of  all. 
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WILFRID    CUMBERMKDK. 

A  STOBT  BT  0»0.  «.ODOHAIJ>. 

"  Quick  t  quick  1"  said  Clara,  and  turning  sharply  round, 
she  opened  another  door,  disclosing  a  square-built  stone  stair- 
case She  pushed  the  door  carefully  againBt  the  wall,  ran  up 
a  few  steps,  I  following  in  some  trepidation. 

The  slam  and  echoing  bang  of  the  closing  door  cut  off  the 
end  of  the  sentence.  Even  Clara  was  a  little  frightened,  for 
her  hand  stole  into  mine  for  a  moment  before  she  burst  out 
laughing. 

"  Hush  1  hush !"  I  said.    "  They  will  hear  you." 

"  I  almost  wish  they  would,"  she  said,  "  What  a  goose  I  was 
to  be  frightened,  and  not  speak  t   Do  you  know  where  we  are  ?" 

"  No,"  I  answered ;  "  how  should  I  ?    Where  are  we  ?" 

"  Shut  out  on  the  leads,"  she  answered.  "  Come  along.  We 
may  as  well  go  to  meet  our  fate." 

I  confess  to  a  little  palpitation  of  the  heart  as  she  spoke,  for 
I  was  not  yet  old  enough  to  feel  that  Clara's  companionship 
made  the  doom  a  light  one. 

"  Here  we  are  in  the  moon's  drawing  room  I"  said  Clara. 

The  scene  was  lovely.  The  sky  was  all  now — the  earth  only 
a  background  or  pedestal  for  the  heavens.  The  river,  far  below, 
shone  here  and  therein  answer  to  the  moon,  while  the  meadows 
and  fields  lay  as  in  the  oblivion  of  sleep,  txnd  the  wooded  hills 
were  only  dark  formless  masses. 

We  were  on  the  roof  of  the  ball-room.  We  felt  the  rhymic 
motion  of  the  dancing  feet  shake  the  building  in  time  to  the 
music.  "  A  low,  melodious  thunder  "  buried  beneath — above, 
the  eternal  silence  of  the  white  moon  1 

Over  roof  after  roof  we  went ;  now  descending,  now  ascend- 
ing a  few  steps ;  now  walking  along  narrow  gutters,  between 
battlement  and  sloping  roof;  now  crossing  awkward  junctions 
— trying  doors,  many  in  tower  and  turret — all  in  vain  I  Every 
one  was  bolted  on  the  inside.  We  had  grown  quite  silent,  for 
the  case  looked  serious. 

"  This  is  the  last  door,"  said  Clara — "  the  last  we  can  reach. 
There  are  more  in  the  towers,  but  they  are  [higher  up.  What 
shall  we  do  ?  Except  we  go  down  the  chimney,  I  don't  know 
what's  to  be  done." 

Still  her  voice  did  not  falter,  and  my  courage  did  not  give 
way.  She  stood  for  a  few  moments  silent.  I  stood  regarding 
her,  as  one  might  listen  for  a  doubtful  oracle. 

"  Yes,  I've  got  it !"  she  said  at  length,  pointing  to  the  top  of 
the  square  tower  over  the  entrance  to  the  hall  from  which  we 
had  watched  the  arrival  of  the  guests :  "  I  Jcnow  I  left  the  door 
open.  Lucky,  you  see  ! — that  is  if  you  have  a  head.  And  if 
you  haven't,  it's  all  the  same ;  I  have." 


So  saying,  she  pointed  to  a  sort  of  flying  buttress  which 
sprung  sideways,  with  a  wide  span  across  the  angle  the  tower 
made  with  the  hall. 

Could  she  mean  me  to  cross  that  hair-like  bridge  ?  The 
mere  thought  was  a  terror.  But  I  would  not  blench.  Fear  I 
confess— cowardice  if  you  will : — poltroonery,  not 

"  I  see,"  I  answered.  "  I  will  try.  If  I  fall,  don't  blame  me. 
I  will  do  my  best." 

"You  don't  think,"  she  returned  "I'm  going  to  let  you  go 
alone  1" 

With  a  rush  and  a  scramble,  she  was  up  over  the  round  back 
of  the  buttress  before  I  had  time  to  understand  that  she  meant 
as  usual  to  take  the  lead.  If  she  could  but  have  sent  me  back 
a  portion  of  her  skill,  or  lightness,  or  nerve,  or  whatever  it  was, 
j  ust  to  set  me  off  with  a  rush  like  that  I  But  I  stood  preparing 
at  once  and  hesitating. 

I  got  astride  of  the  buttress,  and  painfully  forced  my  way 
up.  It  was  like  a  dream  of  leap-frog  prolonged  under  painfully 
recurring  difficulties.  I  shut  my  eyes  and  persuaded  myself 
that  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  go  on  leap-frogging.  At  length, 
after  more  trepidation  and  brain-turning  than  I  care  to  dwell 
upon,  lest  even  now  it  should  bring  back  a  too  keen  realization 
of  itself,  I  reached  the  battlement,  seizing  which,  with  one 
shaking  hand,  and  finding  the  other  grasped  by  Clara,  I 
tumbled  on  the  leads  of  the  tower. 

"  Come  along  !"  she  said,  "  You  see  when  the  girls  like,  they 
can  beat  the  boys — even  at  their  own  games.  We're  all  right 
now." 

"  I  did  my  best,"  I  returned,  mightily  relieved.  "  Fm  not 
an  angel,  you  know.    I  can't  fly  like  you. 

She  seemed  to  appreciate  the  compliment. 

"  Never  mind.  I've  done  it  before.  It  was  game  of  you  to 
follow. 

Her  praise  elated  me  beyond  measure.     And  it  was  well. 

"  Come  along,"  she  added. 

She  seemed  to  be  always  saying  Come  along. 

I  obeyed,  full  of  gratitude  and  relief.  She  skipped  to  the 
tiny  turret  which  rose  above  our  heads,  and  lifted  the  door 
latch.  But  instead  of  disappearing  within,  she  turned  and 
looked  at  me  in  white  dismay.  The  door  was  bolted.  Her 
look  roused  what  there  was  of  manhood  in  me.  I  felt  that,  as 
it  had  now  come  to  the  last  gasp,  it  was  mine  to  comfort  her. 

"  We  are  no  worse  than  we  were,"  I  said.    "  Never  mind." 

"  I  don't  know  that,"  she  answered  mysteriously — "  Can  you 
go  back  as  you  came  t    J  can't. 

From  George  Macdonatd't  great  story,  Wilfbio  Cumbbrmbdk, 
in  Scribner't  Monthly. 
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ASSOCIATION     BUILDING    AT     BARMEN 

A  PART  OF  ELBERFELD,  GERMANY. 


The  Association  buildings  in  Germany,  where  many  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  find  a  home,  are  generally  built  to  furnish  accommoda- 
tion to  all  the  Christian  Associations  of  the  place  and  to  supply 
cleanly  lodgings  for  y  ung  men.  Such  an  edifice  is  the  one  at 
Barmen  of  which  we  give  a  picture  this  month. 

Barmen,  a  city  of  the  Rhine  province  forms  with  Elberf'eld,  of 
which  it  is  merely  a  continuation,  one  of  the  most  thriving  districts 
of  Prussia.  In  1804,  an  appeal  to  its  citizens  was  printed  and  circu- 
lated, in  which  the  necessity  was  urged  of  a  large  Association  build- 
ing, to  furnish  in  the  first  place,  a  refuge  or  home  for  different  classes 
of  travellers,  particularly  travelling  tradesmen  ;  and  in  the  second 
place  to  provide  rooms  for  the  assemblies  of  different  Christian  As- 
sociations. Fr«m  $20,000  to  $25,000  was  speedily  raised  toward 
this  object,  and  a  convenient  lot  near  the  railroad  station  selected. 
On  August  1  lth,  1865,  the  corner  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  and 
the  16th  of  October,  1806,  the  edifice  was  dedicated. 

Under  ground  are  five  cellar  rooms  and  two  dining  halls,  one 
for  temporary  guests  and  another  for  regular  boarders.  On  the 
parterre  or  ground  floor,  are  two  large  guest-chambers  for  visitors 
of  a  higher  or  lower  rank,  three  rooms  for  culinary  purposes,  and 
a  room  which  is  let  to  the  Evangelical  Society  for  a  book  store.  At 
one  end  of  the  building  on  the  same  floor  is  a  little  saloon  or  hall 
which  opens  into  a  larger  one  110  feet  in  length.  The  latter  is 
built  in  the  rear  of  the  front  building  which  is  167  feet  long. 
These  two  halls  seat  12,000  persons  and  are  rented  by  the  Lower- 
congregation  Barmen  for  Sunday  services. 


Above  the  ground  floor  in  the  first  story  there  are  two  large 
rooms  occupied  by  the  Citizens'  Christian  Association,  and  two 
others  used  by  the  Merchants'  Vorein,  and  still  another  for  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  There  is  also  a  conference  chamber  on  this  floor,  for 
the  house-committee  and  a  room  where  week  day  moetinga  of  va- 
rious associations  are  held,  among  others  an  association  of  married 
and  one  of  unmarried  women.  The  second  story  is  divided  into 
twenty  sleeping  apartments,  15  of  which  are  used  for  the  wealth- 
ier class  of  visitors  in  distinction  from  the  tradespeople  and  laboring 
classes.  The  third  story  is  devoted  to  rooms  for  the  last  named 
classes  of  travellers,  and  is  capable  of  accommodating  from  80  to 
100.  This  is  properly  the  Home  for  'Wanderers  (Herberge  zur 
Heimath)  whose  object  is  to  furnish  clean  and  cheap  lodging  to  the 
weary  thousands  of  poor  tradespeople  and  laboring  men  who  travel 
about  the  country.  They  are  at  the  same  time  brought  under 
Christian  influence  and  guarded  against,  the  evils  and  immor- 
ality of  the  cheap  taverns  or  inns  throughout  the  cities  of 
Germany.  Through  the  Diakonen  who  has  charge  of  this  Herberge, 
and  who  is  also  identified  with  the  Y.  M.  ('.  A.,  those  connected 
with  the  former  institution  are  brought  nioro  or  less  into  contact 
with  and  under  the  influence  of  the  membersof  the  latter,  by  whom 
they  are  often  invited  to  attend  the  meetings,  religious  and  social, 
of  the  Association.  The  Herberge  thus  furnisheB  a  field  for  Chris- 
tian work  to  the  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In  one  year  this 
Herberge  affords  lodging  and  provision  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time, 
to  about  5,000  persons. 
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CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS  IN  GERMANY. 
The  New  Missionary  Association  in  Leipsic.  Thjb  Y.  M  .C.  A. 

AND  ITS  LAST  CHRISTMAS  FESTITAL. 
A  LETTER  FBOM  MB.  O.  0.  MORSE. 

Leipsic,  Germany. 
There  are  in  Leipsic  as  in  other  cities  of  Germany  quite  a  num- 
ber of  organizations  for  Christian  and  philanthropic  objects.    In 
November,  1869, 

A  NEW  ASSOCIATION 

under  the  leadership  of  Pastor  Lehman  a  young  and  active  Chris- 
tian clergyman  in  the  Lutheran  church,  was  formed.  It  was  called 
"  The  Association  for  Home  Missions,"  that  is  for  all  kinds  of  Chris- 
tian work  in  the  city  of  Leipsic.  The  aim  of  this  verein,  or  asso- 
ciation, as  set  forth  by  Pastor  Lehman  in  a  public  report  read  be- 
fore the  association  a  few  weeks  ago,  is  threefold. 

1.  To  unite  in  sympathy  and  co-operation  the  individual  vereins, 
which  have  heretofore  been  entirely  separated  from  one  another. 
This  has  been  so  far  achieved  that  during  the  past  year  more  or 
less  intimate  union  has  been  brought  about  between  five  different 
societies,  one  of  which  is  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

2.  The  second  object  of  this  verein  has  been  to  increase  Christian 
activity  and  open  up  new  fields  of  effort,  an  object  which  individ- 
ual vereins  devoted  to  specific  branches  of  work  would  fail  to  ac- 
complish. In  this  department  they  have  cared  for  the  poor,  by  es- 
tablishing a  systematic  plan  for  almsgiving  and  guarding  the 
people  against  the  fearful  amount  of  imposition  practised  by  beg- 
gars and  vagabonds.  They  have  also  sought  to  guard  the  shop 
and  factory  girls  from  those  temptations  to  which  they  are  specially 
exposed  on  Sunday  during  the  free  hours  that  are  then  granted 
to  them.  The  plan  has  been  to  invite  them  to  assemble  at  differ- 
ent places  where  a  simple  tea  is  furnished  and  where  the  rest  of 
their  time  is  passed  in  religious  exercises  and  innocent  amusements. 
Another  new  enterprise  attempted  is  the  building  of  a  vereins* 
house,  where  all  the  different  associations  can  hold  their  meetings. 
For  this  object  nearly  15,000  thalers  have  been  collected  and  a 
convenient  building  lot  selected  which  is  worth  80,000  thalers  and 
for  which  they  have  paid  down  8,000  thalers,  having  reserved  the 
rest  of  the  money  collected,  toward  the  erection  of  an  association 
building. 

3.  The  third  grand  object  of  the  verein  has  been  to  aid  mission 
enterprises.  A  series  of  lectures  on  the  subject  of  home  missions 
was  delivered  by  Pastor  Lehman  before  the  association  last  win- 
ter for  the  purpose  of  awakening  an  interest  in  such  work.  The 
war  has  now  opened  a  field  for  missionary  enterprise  which  this 
verein  has  promptly  entered.  To  reach  the  soldiers  on  the  field 
and  in  the  camp,  companies  of  young  men  have  been  organized 
called  Field-diakonen,  after  the  plan  instituted  by  Dr.  Wichern  in 
the  Schleswig-Holstein  war,  and  corresponding  in  many  respects 
to  the  Christian  Commission  so  active  for  good  in  our  late  civil  war. 
The  work  in  the  hospitals  consisted  in  the  collection  of  libraries 
of  religious  books  and  papers  for  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers.  In 
both  camp  and  hospital  this  verein  has  been  very  active,  being  as- 
sisted in  the  latter  by  contributions  from  various  publishers,  the 
Bible  Society  in  London  and  from  Dr.  Eonig  of  this  city,  brother  of 
the  Dr.  Konig  who  has  lately  visited  our  country,  in  behalf  of  the 
protectant  cause  in  Hungary. 

THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  IN  SAXONT. 

With  regard  to  the  future  work  of  this  new  association  the  most 
encouraging  feature  is  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  Sunday 
school.  Mr.  Woodruff,  the  founder  of  Sunday  schools  in  Germany, 
and  all  those  who  have  labored  with  and  after  him  for  the  same 
cause  have  never  been  able  to  introduce  this  blessed  institution 
into  Saxony.  This  province  alone  of  all  Germany  has,  thus  far, 
successfully  resisted  every  effort  in  this  direction ;  and  to-day,  Dr. 
Ahlfeld,  the  most  eloquent  pulpit  orator  and  the  most  influential 
nf  the  Lutheran  clergy  in  Leipsic,  opposes  it  and  is  supported  by 
the  leading  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  But  Pastor  Lehman, 
the  president  of  this  new  association,  though  he  has  never  seen  a 


Sunday  school  In  operation,  has  nevertheless  read  so  much  about 
the  blessed  fruits  of  that  institution,  wherever  it  has  been  estab- 
lished, that  he  has  determined  to  start  one  In  a  few  weeks,  which 
will  be  the  flrit  one  in  Saxony.  Who  can  tell  whereunto  this 
seedling  may  grow  1  Let  us  water  it  with  earnest  prayer,  and 
trust  in  God  for  the  increase. 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  object  and  work  of  the  new  Associ- 
ation for  the  missionary  work  in  Leipsic.  It  has  at  present  about 
160  members. 

THE  T.  M.  C.  A.  IN  LRIP8IO. 

In  union  with  this  association  as  already  mentioned,  is  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  or  Yungling's  Verein.  It  has  suffered  considerably 
from  the  effects  of  the  war.  Before  this  broke  out  its  membership 
amounted  to  fifty  persons,  most  of  whom  were  young  men  in  mer- 
cantile life,  generally  of  the  poorer  class.  Thirteen  of  their  mem- 
bers have  gone  to  the  war,  and  others  have  fallen  off  from  the  as- 
sociation so  that  it  numbers  at  present  only  about  thirty  members. 
They  have  three  rooms  opening  into  one  another,  of  moderate  size, 
and  quite  conveniently  situated  where  the  meetings  of  the  associ- 
ation are  held.  These  rooms  are  open  every  evening  from  eight  to 
ten  o'clock  ;  Sunday  evening  they  have  a  Bible  class  conducted  by 
Pastor  Weber,  Chaplain  of  the  city  prison ;  Monday  a  singing  les- 
son ;  Tuesday  a  lecture  by  Pastor  Lehman,  on  missions ;  Wednesday 
a  writing  class ;  Thursday  and  Friday  are  devoted  to  no  regular  ex- 
ercises, and  on  Saturday  a  Mr.  Caspari  gives  a  lecture  on  various 
subjects  of  a  political  or  historical  character.  These  are  the  regu- 
lar exercises  of  the  Association. 

CHRISTMAS    FESTIVAL  OP  THE  T.  M.  C.  A. 

On  the  27th  of  December  I  was  invited  by  Dr.  Konig  and  Pastor 
Lehman  to  attend  a  Christmas  festival  held  by  and  for  the  Yungling's 
Verein.  The  company  consisted  of  the  members  of  the  verein  with 
about  fifteen  honorary  members,  and  as  many  guests  making 
in  all  between  sixty  and  seventy  persons.  We  assembled  about 
eight  in  the  evening  at  the  rooms  of  the  association  which  were 
well  warmed  and  lighted  for  the  occasion.  In  the  centre-room  was 
a  very  pretty  Christmas-tree,  lighted  and  adorned  as  we  are  wont  to 
see  them,  though  perhaps  In  a  rather  simpler  manner.  The  exer- 
cises began  with  a  Christmas  song  prepared  and  sung  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  verein.  Then  followed  a  short  address  from  Pastor 
Weber,  who  took  as  a  text  Hosea,.xiv.,  0 .  '  I  am  like  a  green  fir- 
tree  ;  from  me  is  thy  fruit  found."  After  the  address  there  was  a 
distribution  of  the  presents  which  were  spread  out  on  both  sides  of 
the  tree.  Each  member  of  the  verein  received  a  gift  from  the 
verein  itself,  the  first  being  bestowed  on  a  member  who  has  lately 
returned  from  the  battle  field  wounded.  He  was  present  at  the 
festival  and  hobbled  forward  on  a  crutch  to  receive  it.  The  gift 
consisted  of  some  underclothes,  a  handkerchief  with  an  iron  cross 
figured  upon  it,  and  twenty-five  cigars,  and  was  given  with  the 
wish  that  he  might  soon  have  the  full  use  of  both  his  legs  again. 
To  ten  out  of  the  thirteen  members  who  are  in  the  field,  presents  had 
already  been  sent  by  the  association.  The  addresses  of  the  other 
three,  however,  could  not  be  found,  and  for  this  reason  nothing  was 
sent  to  them.  After  this  ceremony  the  whole  company  seated  at  long 
tables  was  served  with  tea  and  Christmas  cake  and  the  necessary 
German  adjunct  of  bier  and  cigars.  Various  toasts  and  speeches 
were  next  in  order  by  Mr.  Hartung,  Vice-President  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  established  in  this  city.  Pastor  Lehman,  Mr. 
Caspari  and  some  members  of  the  verein.  Toward  the  latter  part 
of  the  evening  Dr.  Konig  rose  and  said  that  he  had  brought  with 
him  two  guests,  one  a  member  of  the.Y  M.  C.  A,  in  Neuchatel, 
Switzerland,  and  the  other  a  member  of  the  one  in  New  York.  He 
greeted  us  in  behalf  of  the  verein,  and  the  whole  company  drank 
to  our  health.  Feeling  obliged  to  respond  to  this  kind  greeting, 
I  made  a  few  remarks  to  the  company  in  very  poor  German,  thank- 
ing them  for  their  pleasant  entertainment,  mentioning  the  bond 
that  united  all  Christian  Associations  of  every  land,  in  spite  of  our 
differences  in  nationality  and  language,  and  after  greeting  them  in 
j  behalf  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  New  York,  Invited  them  in  case  they 
I  should  ever  turn  their  faces  westward,  to  visit  our  Association,  as- 
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soring  them  of  a  hearty  welcome.  Vice-President  Hartung  and 
Pastor  Lehman  then  replied  very  cordially  to  what  I  had  said,  and 
begged  me  to  send  to  the  association  in  New  York,  most  earnest 
-and  heartfelt  greetings  from  their  verein.  This  I  promised  to  do, 
and  take  the  present  opportunity  of  fulfilling  my  promise  in  the 
columns  of  the  Association  Monthly.  A  hymn  was  then  sung, 
and  the  little  company  dispersed. 

THE  FREEDOM  OP  CHRIST'S* SERVICE. 

Christ's  service  is  tfree  one;  H  is  not  bondage  but  perfect  free 
•dom  proceeding  from  love  to  Him.  If  it  is  bondage  it  shows  a 
wrong  state  of  heart. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  service  for  Christ  before  salvation.  In 
Galatlans,  Colosrians  and  Ephesians  there  is  nothing  about  service 
until  the  standing  of  the  believer  is  spoken  of  Many  persons  try 
to  serve  Christ  before  they  are  saved,  many  in  order  to  get  salva- 
tion, but  it  is  a  great  mistake.  We  must  have  life  in  a  risen  Sav- 
iour before  we  can  serve  him.  David  said :  '•  I  am  thy  servant, 
thou  hast  loosed  my  bonds."  The  service  he  renders  is  the  result 
of  his  bonds  being  loosed,  and  Paul  writes,  (Bom.  vi. :  18-20.)  "  Be- 
ing made  free  from  sin,  ye  became  the  servants  of  righteousness." 

The  service  we  render  Christ  is  a  continuous  one.  It  must  not 
be  given  by  halves,  nor  in  fits  and  starts.  We  should  seek  a  whole- 
hearted and  life-long  service  carried  into  daily  life,  not  setting 
apart  certain  times  and  means  nor  saying,  we  will  give  a  little 
money,  an  hour  or  two  a  day,  but:  "  I  am  Hit,  alii  Tiave  i»  Bit." 
'  We  are  not  our  own,  but  we  are  bought  with  a  price.'  All  be- 
longs to  God  and  I  must  take  back  from  him  only  what,  after 
prayer  and  waiting  upon  him  for  guidance,  I  believe  He  would 
have  me  take." 

A  servant  must  be  obedient  and  not  wilfully  insist  on  doing 
what  he  or  she  likes.  Sometimes  we  have  burdensome  work, 
sometimes  easy.  Some  have  light  work,  some  heavy,  but  the  work 
and  offices  of  all  are  needed  by.  the  Master.  The  heavy  truck  is 
as  useful  as  the  showy  engine.  We  are  all  in  the  service  of 
Christ,  for  He  gives  the  wages.  He  does  not  require  genius  and 
great  abilities.  He  takes  us  as  we  are,  without  character  or  ca- 
pacity. He  is  our  strength.  "  All  the  fitness  He  requireth,  is  to 
feel  your  need  of  Him." 

[  Addresi  at  Freematon'a  Hall,  London,  Jan.  8, 1871,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Blackwood.] 

LOVE  ONE  ANOTHER. 

JAMES  MARSHALL. 

GAINS  hold  business  houses  together.  Societies  are  unions  for 
mutual  entertainment  and  benefit.  The  bond  of  knowledge  forms 
institutions  of  learning.  But  different  from  any  of  these  is  the 
Christian  bond  of  union.  It  unites  together  in  one  body  believers 
in  Jesus.  The  love  of  Christ  constrains  his  disciples,  and  because 
they  love  him  they  love  one  another. 

God  has  some  great  end  yet  to  accomplish  by  the  perfection  of 
this  Christian  bond  of  union;  for  the  Saviour  prayed  :  "that  they 
may  be  made  perfect  in  one  ;  and  that  the  world  may  know  that 
thou  hast  sent  me." 

This  bond  of  spiritual  love  excites  the  wonder  of  the  world. 
Heathen  philosophy,  surprised  at  the  spectacle,  could  only  exclaim : 
behold,  how  these  Christians  love  one  another. 

If  our  brethren  are  not  spotless  we  must  not  be  surprised  at  it. 
As  Christians  we  are  to  "  have  a  fervent  charity  "  among  ourselves, 
a  charity  that  shall  cover  a  multitude  of  sins. '  Loving  the  breth- 
ren with  this  deep  spiritual  affection,  we  secure  one  evidence  that 
we  love  Christ.  We  are  to  regard  with  tenderness  the  ignorant, 
the  weak,  or  erring  brother  "  for  whom  Christ  died."  Inasmuch  as 
we  do  any  act  of  kindness  to  the  least  of  our  Christian  brethren, 
we  do  it  unto  Christ  Here  our  fellow  Christians  have  imperfec- 
tions, but  in  heaven  they  will  be  perfect,  and  the  bond  of  our  love 
will  become  one  of  everlasting  peace  and  harmony.  Spiritual  in 
its  nature  it  is  part  of  our  immortality  and  will  last  forever  and 
ever. 

"  This  commandment  have  we  from  him,  that  he  who  loveth 
God,  love  his  brother  also  " 


ABIDING  IN  CHRIST. 
"  God's  first  operation  in  this  supernatural  state,  is  so  to  fill  our 
souls  with  love' that  we  lose  our  taste  for  every  thing  that  is  not 
Him  or  His.  It  is  as  if  a  new  nature  were  given  us.  so  little  in 
harmony  with  the  wretched  world  around  us,  that  we  languish 
and  pine,  as  out  of  our  proper  element.  Every  love  is  renounced 
but  His,  every  idea  effaced  from  our  mind  but  of  Him,  and  every 
thing  which  is  out  of  relation  to  Him  drops  from  our  remembrance 
as  though  it  had  never  been.  So  that  he  possesses  our  soul  alto- 
gether, and  it  is  not  so  much  we  who  live  as  He  who  lives  in  us. 
Then  he  sets  us  all  on  fire  with  resistless  love,  and  makes  us  break 
out  into  actions  of  heroic  charity  and  supernatural  union  with  Him, 
while  all  the  time  He  so  deepens  in  us  the  sense  of  our  own  vile- 
ness  and  nothingness,  that  we  do  nothing  but  deplore  the  meanness 
of  our  service  and  the  dullness  of  our  hearts.  And  lastly  He  throws 
us  into  a  state  of  purifying  suffering  and  fastens  on  our  shoulders 
the  perpetual  cross,  when  we  seek  for  nothing  but  to  suffer  more 
and  shrink  from  nothing  but  to  suffer  less.  So  He  strips  us  of  our- 
selves, and  makes  us  wholly  His.  But  all  this  is  a  long  way  on. 
Look  up  and  strain  your  eyes.  I  do  not  know  that  you  will  so 
much  as  see  the  mountain  tops  where  all  this  will  be  found.  But 
good  cheer  1  it  is  something  to  know  that  these  fair  heights  are 
really  there." — Faber.    

HOW  A  GOOD  MAN  DH2D. 

In  the  address  of  Dr.  Prentiss  at  the  funeral  of  the  lamented  Dr. 
Thomas  H.  Skinner  of  this  city,  the  following  remarkable  incident 
was  related. 

A  few  hours  before  his  death,  he  was  much  agitated  and  dis- 
tressed by  an  effort  to  take  nourishment.  An  attempt  was  there- 
fore made  to  divert  his  mind  from  painful  thoughts  by  speaking 
of  Christ.  He  instantly  caught  at  the  allusion,  and  though  he  had 
hitherto  spoken  little,  and  that  with  great  difficulty,  his  whole 
soul  roused  itself,  and  he  broke  forth  into  the  most  wonderful  ex- 
pressions of  love  to  his  Saviour,  closing  with  the  following  stanzas 
from  a  hymn  of  Watts,  which  he  repeated  with  such  unction  and 
energy  of  feeling,  that  at  the  time,  the  language  was  not  recog- 
nized as  verse,  but  was  supposed  to  be  his  own.  That  it  was  the 
language  of  his  inmost  heart  at  that  very  moment  no  one  who  had 
heard  the  tones,  and  seen  the  worn,  yet  illumined  face,  could  for  an 
instant  doubt. 

Lord,  when  I  quit  this  earthly  stage, 

Where  shall  I  fly,  but  to  Thy  breast  t 
For  1  have  sought  no  other  home: 
For  I  have  learned  no  other  rest. 

I  cannot  live  contented  here 

Without  some  glimpses  of  Thy  face ; 
And  heaven,  without  Thy  presence  there, 

Will  be  a  dark  and  tiresome  place. 

When  earthly  cares  engross  the  day,  ■  '■ 

And  hold  my  thoughts  aside  from  Thee, 

The  shining  hours  of  cheerful  light 
Are  long  and  tedious  years  to  me. 

And  if  no  evening  visit's  paid 

Between  my  Saviour  and  my  soul, 
How  dull  the  niffht  I  how  sad  the  shade  1 

How  mournfully  the  minutes  roll  I 

This  flesh  of  mine  might  learn  as  soon 

To  live,  yet  part  with  all"my  blood ; 
To  breathe,  when  vital  air  is  gone, 

Or  thrive  and  grow  without  my  food. 

The  strings  that  twine  about  my  heart, 

Torture*  and  racks  may  tear  them  off; 
But  they  can  never,  never  part 

With  their  dear  hold  of  Christ,  my  Love. 

My  God !  and  can  an  humble  child, 
Who  loves  Thee  with  a  flame  so  high, 

Be  from  Thy  face  exiled, 
Without  the  pity  of  Thine  eye  T 

Impossible  1    For  Thine  own  hands 

Have  tied  my  heart  so  fast  to  Thee ; 
And  in  Thy  book  the  promise  stands, 

That  where  Thou  art,  Thy  friends  must  bs. 
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A  NEW  METHOD   OF   TRACT  DISTRIBUTION. 

REV.   C.  C.    KIMBALL. 

A  new  method  of  distributing  tracts  has  been  introduced  by 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Erie,  Pa., which  has  proved  successful  for  a  rea- 
son which  is  sometimes  overlooked.  The  tracts  get  iuto  the  hands 
of  the  readers  just  when  they  want  reading  to  while  away  a 
painful  and  enforced  leisure. 

The  two  problems  in  tract  distribution  are,  first  to  put  the 
tract  in  possession  of  the  person  to  be  benefitted,  and  next  to 
secure  the  reading  of  it.  This  last  is  the  more  difficult  of  the 
two.  The  tract  distributor  can  look  the  recipient  in  the  eye 
and  sometimes  secure  a  promise  to  read,  but  too  often  and  for 
want  of  leisure,  the  tract  is  carelessly  dropped  and  forgotten. 
The  Erie  method  does  not  supersede  the  living  distributor 
but  rather  encourages  him.  Boxes  of  tracts  neatly  and  invit- 
ingly prepared,  and  lettered,  are  conspicuously  placed  in  street- 
cars, post-offices,  hotels,  offices,  barber  shops,  depots,  and 
all  places  where  people  are  compelled  to  wait  in  considerable 
numbers. 

The  success  of  the  method  is  largely  due  to  the  ingenious 
construction  of  the  boxes.  Generally  those  who  have  seemed 
sceptical  as  to  the  usefulness  of  this  method,  have  been  fully 
converted  by  a  single  glance  at  one  of  them. 

Small  tin  boxes,  three  and  a  half  inches  in  width  and  height 
and  perhaps  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  depth,  just  large  enough 
to  hold  a  package  of  "  Dublin  "  tracts  exposing  the  upper  part  of 
them  to  view,  are  affixed  to  a  card  of  stout  pasteboard,  neatly 
covered  with  cloth,  such  as  is  commonly  seen  on  new  books. 
This  card  is  about  eight  inches  square,  and  the  whole  is  at- 
tractively finished  and  is  a  pleasant  object  to  see.  The  eye  of 
the  person  weary  of  waiting  falls  on  this  inviting  object.  There 
is  a  box  of  reading  matter,  and  below  it  the  words  "  Take 
One  "  in  large  gilt  lettering.  Above  are  the  now  well  known 
initials,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Other  appropriate  words  and  phrases 
can  also  be  added  to  catch  the  eye. 

In  six  months,  ten  thousand  tracts  have  been  quietly  and 
gradually  taken  from  these  boxes  in  the  city  of  Erie,  and  the 
presumption  is  that  most  of  them  have  been  read,  and  many  of 
them  preserved.  A  committee  of  the  association  fill  the  boxes 
regularly.  It  is  believed  that  attention  has  only  to  be  called  to 
this  plan  to  secure  its  adoption  by  the  associations  throughout 
the  entire  country.  The  passenger  coaches  of  all  our  railroads 
afford  a  fine  field  for  the  operation  of  this  method  of  tract  dis- 
tribution, and  without  doubt  a  wonderful  harvest  would  fol- 
low such  a  sowing  of  the  blessed  gospel  broadcast  over  the 
country. 

There  are  special  reasons  why  this  and  every  other  means  of 
promoting  the  Lord's  work  should  be  vigorously  used  at  this 
time  in»ur  country. 

No  intelligent  reader  of  this  periodical  will  fail  to  endorse 
the  opinion  of  one  of  our  thoughtful  divines,  "Five  hundred 


years  of  time  in  the  process  of  this  world's  salvation  may  de- 
pend on  the  next  ttcenty  years  of  United  States  history."  "  Let 
him  that  hcareth  say  come,"  and  let  the  printed  page  say  come 
and  let  the  invitations  and  the  promises  of  God  be  put  before 
every  idle  eye.  May  the  time  speedily  come  when  the  children  of 
light  shall  be  as  enterprising  in  the  Lord's  work  as  they  are  in 
promoting  their  own  secular  prosperity. 

THE  WORK  OF  CHRIST  IN  OUR  COLLEGES. 

Having  learned  that  a  religious  society  composed  of  the  Chris- 
tian students  in  one  of  our  leading  colleges  had  lately  applied 
through  one  of  its  members  to  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  of  New 
York,  for  counsel  concerning  the  best  methods  of  aggressive 
Christian  work  in  the  field  that  was  open  to  them,  we  asked 
permission  to  print,  for  the  benefit  of  others  similarly  situated, 
the  following  timely  paragraphs  from  Mr.  Dodge's  reply.  The 
request  was  very  kindly  complied  with. 

"  I  am  delighted  to  know  of  your  society  and  hope  much  from 
your  new  efforts  to  give  it  greater  -vitality. 

With  all  the  great  drawbacks  in  college  life,  there  is  no  place 
on  earth,  where  a  deep,  earnest,  manly,  devoted  Christian, 
to  whom  God  has  given  tact  and  judgment,  can  do  so  much 
good  or  win  so  much  respect.  On  the  other  band,  no  where 
can  a  lukewarm,  inefficient,  careless  member  of  Christ's  church 
do  so  much  harm.  Were  I  with  you  I  should  venture  to  urge 
these  points : 

First.  There  must  be  on  the  part  of  your  membership  so  deep 
a  sense  of  responsibility — so  strong  and  constant  a  belief  in  the 
truths  of  our  holy  faith,  so  sincere  a  love  for  your  fellow-stu- 
dents as  to  lead  to  a  new  personal  consecration  to  Christ  and  a 
willingness  to  bear  self-denial  in  the  steady  fight  for  self- 
conquest  and  influence  over  others.  For  this  end  personal  and 
social  prayer  aside  from  regular  meetings  cannot  be  too  much 
urged. 

Second,  Your  social  religious  meetings  should  be  made  bright 
cheerful  and  attractive.  Every  one  coming  into  them  should 
feel  that  your  belief  brought  real  gladness  and  kindliness  into 
your  lives. 

One  subject  should  be  selected  and  all  prayers  and  remarks 
confined  directly  to  it. . 

These  should  be  short  and  pithy.     Hymns  should  be  select- 
ed that  arc  inspiring  and  bright  with  words  and  tunes  full  of 
life   and  meaning.    Such  as  stick  to  the  memory  and  come  . 
constantly  to  the  lips  as  some  college  songs  do. 

Make  these  meetings  as  unlike  the  dead,  lifeless  meetings  of 
some  churches  as  possible.  Such  gatherings,  even  if  few  other 
students  arc  brought  in,  will  give  a  zeal  and  warmth  to  your  own 
religious  life  and  prepare  you  for  outside  work. 

I  should  make  the  conduct  and  influence  of  them  a  careful 
study. 

Third,  Instead  of  general  efforts  for  good  without  any  real 
point  I  have  great  belief  in  this :  Let  each  of  your  active  mem- 
bers after  prayerful  endeavor  to  draw  nearer  to  Christ  himself, 
select  some  one  student  among  either  the  nominal  members  of 
the  church  who  have  strayed  away,  or  among  careless  class- 
mates, pray  for  him  earnestly  and  steadily,  use  all  these  means 
to  influence  him,  study  his  character,  try  to  bring  him  to  your 
meetings,  have  faith  and  patience,  let  nothing  divert  yon  from 
the  point,  and  God  will  surely  bless  your  efforts.  When  such 
a  one  is  converted  take  another  and  let  him  do  the  same.  This 
working  in  detail  has  always  teen  fruitful  in  good  results. 

Fourthly,  Let  it  be  understood,  known  and  felt  all  through 
the  college  that  the  members  of  your  society  are  the  truest, 
manliest,  most  cheery  and  most  reliable,  men  in  their  classes — 
that  they  arc  always  the  highest  toned,  most  generous  and  un- 
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selfish,  that  they  are  the  best  scholars,  the  most  cultivated  and 
refined  men  their  abilities  will  allow  them  to  be ;  that  in  fact 
their  religion  dignifies  their  manhood  and  makes  it  not  only 
winning  and  beautiful  but  always  to  be  relied  on. 

Talk  and  discuss  this  matter  over  with  such  a  spirit ;  and 
ways  and  means  to  work  will  come  soon  into  bright  heads  and 
warm  hearts. 

If  in  one  of  your  meetings  you  would  read  and  discuss  the 
admirable  essay  on  "  The  aversion  of  men  of  taste  to  Revealed 
Religion  "  by  John  Foster,  you  will  find  it  full  of  suggestion. 
You  will  find  it  bound  with  his  other  wonderful  essay  on  "  De- 
cision of  Character." 

A  devoted  life  full  of  the  love  of  Christ,  really  consistent  and 
vigorous,  will  always  command  respect  and  inspire  regard.  In 
full  sympathy  with  your  grand  work,  I  am  very  cordially 

Yours,  W.  E.  Dodcik,  Jr. 


LAY  PREACHING. 

Its  Office  and  Usefulness  in  our  Work, 
from  an  address  by  mb.  f.  d.  taylor,  of  detroit,  mich. 

Thb  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  an  admirable  paper 
on  lay  preaching  read  before  the  late  Michigan  State  Conven- 
tion of  our  Associations  by  Mr.  F.  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit. 

After  speaking  of  the  demand  for  lay  preachers  and  the  ob- 
ligation resting  on  every  disciple  to  proclaim  the  gospel  ac- 
cording to  bis  ability  and  opportunities,  he  urged  very  forcibly 
that  this  method  of  evangelization  formed  a  part  of  the  legiti- 
mate work  of  our  associations. 

"  Young  men,"  he  said, "  have  peculiarly  easy  access  to  young 
men  and  the  larger  part  of  the  audiences  in  our  jails,  at  our 
open-air  services,  and  in  our  mission  chapels,  are  composed  of 
lads,  young  men,  and  persons  in  the  prime  of  life.  It  is  em- 
inently fit  that  this  work  should  be  prosecuted  under  the  au- 
spices of  our  associations. 

Concerning  the  conduct  of  our 

OPEN-AIR    BERVICE8. 

the  following  suggestions  are  offered  as  the  result  of  some  ex- 
perience in  the  work. 

1.  Seldom,  if  ever,  allow  such  a  meeting  to  be  a  substitute  for 
a  church  service.  Among  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  details  of  our  work,  there  may  be,  and  doubtless  is,  to  some 
extent,  the  impression  that  this  feature  of  our  work  is  antagon- 
istic to  the  churches.  Let  us  be  careful  to  avoid  giving  any 
ground  for  such  an  impression.  Forming  ourselves  a  part  of 
the  churches  we  work  in  perfect  sympathy  with  them,  and  the 
aim  of  lay  preaching  is  to  awaken  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
desire  to  visit  the  house  of  Qod  and  to  be  instructed  in  those 
things  that  make  for  their  eternal  peace. 

2.  Do  not  attempt  too  many  meetings.  One  service  properly 
cared  for  and  regularly  sustained  will  accomplish  more  than 
a  score  that  are  but  the  effervesence  of  religious  enthusiasm. 
Sunday  is  pre-eminently  the  day  for  this  work.  In  our  larger 
cities  scores  and  hundreds,  yes,  thousands  of  people,  from  April 
to  November,  spend  the  greater  part  of  their  Sundays  in  the 
streets.  We  have  found  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon  a  de- 
sirable time  for  holding  our  open  air  meetings,  and  where  the 
largest  crowds  congregate  is  the  best  place. 

As  to  the  mode  of  conducting  these  services  great  care  ought 
to  be  used  in  arranging  for  them.,  "  Let  everything  be  done 
decently  and  in  order."  There  should  be  a  sufficient  attend- 
ance of  the  active  members  of  the  Association  to  give  a  tone 
to  the  meeting  and  to  show  that  it  is  held  under  the  auspices  of 
some  Christian  organization.  Much  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  kinging,    Select  only  live,  stirring  hymns.    Have  five  or 


six  good  singers,  if  possible,  to  lead,  and  having  selected  the 
place  for  holding  the  meeting,  ting  up  an  audience.  It  is  won- 
derful how  people  are  attracted  by  music.  After  the  singing 
of  three  or  four  hymns,  let  some  brother  read  a  few  verses 
from  the  Gospel,  some  parable  or  saying  of  our  Lord.  Then 
lead  in  prayer,  and  after  singing  again,  preach  for  perhaps 
twenty  minutes.  Do  not  attempt  to  sermonize;  neither  let  it 
be  simply  story-telling,  but  let  Jesus,  his  life,  his  word*,  his 
teachings,  his  mission  to  this  world  be  the  key-note.  Tell 
them  of  the  terrible  disease  of  sin,  and  then  point  them. to  Je- 
sus, the  great  Physician.  Study  the  miracles,  the  parables,  the 
words  of  Jesus,  and  sec  in  what  an  infinite  variety  of  forms 
Gospel  truths  can  be  presented. 

The  manner  of  conducting  services  in  mission  chapels  should 
vary  somewhat  from  open-air  meetings,  and  assume  more  of  the 
character  of  a  church  meeting. 

JAIL    WORK. 

There  is  another  field  for  lay  preaching,  to  which  I  desire  to 
call  special  attention,  and  that  is  jail  work.  Our  prisons, 
Houses  of  Correction  and  Reform  Schools,  have  Chaplains,  but 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  authorities  of  our  county  jails  pay  no 
attention  to  the  moral  and  religious  wants  of  the  prisoners. 
This  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  inmates  are  await- 
ing trial  and  not  serving  a  sentence,  and  yet  many  of  them  are 
confined  weeks  and  months.  They  do  not,  we  know,  unfre- 
quently  have  abundant  lime  for  reading  and  thinking. 

After  an  experience  of  tiro  or  three  years  in  this  work,  I  am 
persuaded  that  it  is  a  fertile  field,  and  I  would  urge  the  im- 
portance of  it  upon  the  members  of  our  Association.  I  believe 
that  scarcely  a  man  has  fallen  so  low  but  that  there  is  a 
spot  in  his  heart  that  a  sympathizing  friend  can  touch.  Breth- 
ren, do  not  let  it  be  said  to  any  of  us  at  the  last :  "  1  was  sick 
and  in  prison  and  ye  visited  me  not." 

As  to  qualifications  for  lay  preaching,  I  should  suggest  the 
first  to  be  consecration  to  the  work,  and  the  second  a  pure  char- 
acter. St  Paul,  in  ono  of  the  precepts  given  for  Timothy's  di- 
rection, says :  "  Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth,  but  be  thou  an 
example  to  the  believers  in  word,  in  Conversation,  in  Charity, 
in  Spirit,  in  Faith,  in  Purity."  Other  qualifications  could  be 
named,  such  as  promptness,  firmness  of  purpose,  quickness  of 
discernment,  with  a  readiness  to  adapt  oneself  to  times  and  cir- 
cumstances, and  ability  to  read  human  nature.  But  if  we  possess 
the  first  qualification,  the  others -can  be  cultivated. 

But  all  these  methods  and  qualifications  are  means  to  an  end. 
"Not  by  might  nor  by  power,  but  by  My  Spirit,  saitb  the 
Lord."  We  can  do  nothing  in  our  own  strength.  It  is  only 
when  we  forget  self  and  look  for  strength  to  Him  who  has 
promised  to  be  with  us  unto  the  end,  that  we  can  expect  to  win 
souls. 


CONFUCIUS  says,  "  Do  nothing  to  others  that  you  would  not 
have  done  to  you."  The  Gospel  goes  further  than  this.  "  What- 
soever ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  likewise  to 
them." 

"  Many  men  '  believe  and  tremble '  while  they  listen  to  truths 
which  they  have  neither  the  interest  to  investigate,  nor  the  cou- 
rage to  deny." 

"  A  firm  faith  is  the  best  theology  ,  a  good  life  the  best  philo- 
sophy ;  a  clear  conscience  the  best  law ;  honesty  the  beat  policy, 
and  temperance  the  best  physic." 

"  If  the  young  would  remember  that  they  may  be  old,  and  the 
old  would  remember  that  they  have  been  young,  the  world  would 
be  happier." 

"  It  was  said  of  a  poor  but  liberal  man  that  ho  fasted  a  meal  to 
give  a  meal." 
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BELATED  BT  HEBSELF. 

[Translated  for  the  Association  Moxtblt,  by  Mr.  O.  C.  Morse,  from  the  CkrtUm 

EwmgeUqut,  published  In  L&nsanne,  Switzerland.] 

"  Prove  ail  things,  hold  feat  that  which  1*  good."    II  The*.  T :  St. 

Contended. 

I  continued  my  reading1,  as  before,  more  and  more  astonished, 
at  the  simplicity  of  a  book  which  I  had  always  believed  to  be  in- 
comprehensible. I  delayed  communicating  to  my  confessor  any- 
thing about  this  bright  luminary  that  had  encompassed  me  with 
its  beneficent  rays.  I  had  never  heard  the  Scriptures  spoken  of 
before  except  as  a  work  addressed  only  to  doctors  of  the  law  who 
were  prepared  by  God  to  explain  it  to  the  simple-minded  and  ig- 
norant. But  now  this  mysterious  work  bad  appeared  like  a  bril- 
liant light  illuminating  my  path.  But  far  more ;  I  read  in  its 
pages :  "  Search  the  Scriptures,"  and  still  further :  The  Beneans 
are  praised  for  this  that  they  received  the  word,  "  searching  the 
Scriptures  daily  to  see  whether  those  things  were  so  I"  But  what 
is  this :  "  Ton  are  justified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law." 
"  Now  to  him  that  worketh  is  the  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace 
but  of  debt."  "  If  it  is  by  grace  then  it  is  no  more  of  works ; 
otherwise  grace  is  no  more  grace.  But  if  it  be  of  works,  then  it 
is  no  more  of  grace ;  otherwise  works  are  no  more  works."  How 
can  I  express  the  astonishment,  the  joy  that  these  words  caused 
met  "Is  this  the  obscure  volume  1"  I  asked  myself,  "  which  is 
never  mentioned  as  one  that  ought  to  be  carefully  studied  by 
each  individual  for  himself!  Our  priests  devote  themselves  to  the 
study  of  this  volume  in  order  to  strengthen  their  authority,  and 
justly  so :  but  why  do  they  not  tell  us  of  this  great  love  of  the 
Saviour  t  Why  are  we  deprived  of  so  inestimable  a  treasure  ?" 
Anxious  to  have  this  matter  explained  I  went  to  the  tribunal  of 
confession  to  communicate  to  my  confessor  the  new  joy  I  had  ex- 
perienced in  the  prospect  of  a  pardon  obtained  from  the  Father 
through  the  love  of  the  Son.  I  had  no  doubts  whatever.  I  did 
not  wish  to  reason  about  the  matter,  but  I  longed  to  proclaim  to 
every  one  that  this  book  was  easy  to  understand,  and  a  source  of 
blessing  to  the  soul.  My  confessor  did  not  allow  himself  to  exhibit 
too  great  a  degree  of  surprise  at  what  I  had  done.  The  Word  of 
God,  he  said,  undoubtedly  contained  excellent  things,  but  it  was 
only  intended  for  doctors  of  the  law,  and  I  would  be  led  astray  in 
attempting  to  interpret  a  book  of  which  the  greater  part  would 
be  incomprehensible  to  me.  He  urged  me  to  abandon  this  new 
study,  and  advised  my  reading  "  1'  Imitation  de  Jesus  Christ"  and 
the  lives  of  the  saints.  Finally  he  spoke  of  the  pride  that  goeth 
before  destruction,  which,  he  said,  would  be  my  lot,  if  I  departed 
from  the  submission  due  to  my  spiritual  superiors. 

I  returned  home  saddened  and  discontented,  desiring  to  be  sub- 
missive, and  yet  attached  to  the  volume  which  I  had  unconsciously 
learned  to  venerate  in  my  youth  as  the  oracle  of  our  holy  religion, 
and  by  the  partial  reading  of  which  I  had  obtained  so  much  light. 
Desirous  of  finding  once  more  some  of  the  good  words  that  I  had 
read  in  it  I  took  up  the  book,  only  to  discover  new  treasures : 
"  There  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  where- 
by we  must  be  saved."  "  There  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one  ! 
Yet  I  had  been  taught  that  the  mother  of  the  Saviour  and  our 
blessed  saints  possessed  superabounding  merits  which  had  acquir- 
ed for  them  the  right  and  privilege  of  coming  to  our  aid.  On  page 
881  of  the  Catechism  of  Perseverance,  it  is  written, "  The  source 
of  indulgences  is  the  superabounding  merits  of  our  Lord,  of  the 
Virgin  and  of  the  saints ;  for  if  any  one  who  does  a  good  work  has 
no  sins  to  expiate,  this  good  work  serves  to  expiate  the  sins  of  those 
who  earn  the  indulgence."  Perplexed  and  troubled  I  reassured 
myself  in  the  faith  I  had  been  taught  as  follows : 

" '  The  church  is  infallible,  it  can  neither  err  itself  nor  cause  us 
to  err.'  (Catech.  page  806)  It  is  I  who  do  not  understand  aright. 
Must  I  cease  to  invoke  the  virgin  Mary,  that  compassionste  and 
tender  protectress,  whom  I  love  and  whom  I  have  served  from  my 
youth  V    It  is  easier  to  imagine  than  describe  the  anguish  that 


filled  my  soul.  I  had  received  a  luminous  ray  from  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness,  but  my  gods  were  being  taken  away  from  me  and 
I  had  not  yet  found  others !  Sometimes  in  doubt,  I  would  abstain 
from  praying  to  the  Virgin,  and  in  asking  the  Lord  for  His  Holy 
Spirit  to  enlighten  me,  I  besought  Him  to  pardon  me  if  I  offended 
Him  in  not  praying  any  longer  to  His  holy  mother.  Afterwards  I 
betook  myself  anew  to  my  earthly  guide,  and  though  I  avowed  my 
doubts  to  him  with  great  reluctance,  I  had  such  need  of  counsel 
that  I  told  him  the  whole  story  of  my  New  Testament,  my  trouble 
and  my  distress,  beseeching  him  to  enlighten  me,  and  to  explain 
to  me  that  which  I  did  not  comprehend.  I  can  still  hear  him  say 
to  me :  "  Explanations  I  My  poor  child  !  No,  I  will  not  give  you 
any.  Submit  yourself,  humble  yourself,  confess  your  sin,  and 
then,  perhaps,  God  will  grant  you  pardon.  Otherwise,  I  declare 
unto  you  that  you  are  on  a  treacherous  road,  where  you  will  be 
abandoned  both  by  God  and  men."  Terrified,  half-conquered,  I 
promised  to  discontinue  my  readings,  and  having  returned  home 
was  so  desirous  of  recovering  my  peace  ot  mind,  that  I  laid 
aside  my  testament.  But  blessed  be  God !  in  spite  of  myself  I 
could  not  forget  what  I  hnd  read.  Was  not  the  book  that  I  was 
forbidden  to  open  "  the  Word  of  God,"  given  to  men  that  by  it 
they  might  have  eternal  life  t  and  did  not  this  life  eternal  consti- 
tute the  object  of  all  my  desires.  An  irresistible  impulse  drew 
me  again  to  its  sacred  pages.  From  them  I  learned  each  day  more 
and  more  clearly,  that  man  is  condemned  by  a  law  that  he  cannot 
fulfill,  and  my  personal  experience  confirmed  this  divine  teaching. 
I  saw  there,  also,  that  salvation  is  assured  to  the  believer,  and  I 
longed  for  the  possession  of  that  faith  of  great  price  which  would 
enable  me  to  say  :  "  Being  justified  by  faith,  I  have  peace  with  God  I" 
But  I  did  not  have  this  peace,  and  in  my  anxiety  to  obtain  it,  I 
betook  myself  once  more  to  my  confessor,  bringing  to  him  this 
time  the  book  that  had  caused  my  trouble.  He  took  it,  and  see 
iug  from  the  first  page  that  it  came  from  a  Protestant  printing 
press :  "  Ah '."  said  he, "  I  might  have  thought  as  much ;  you  have 
here,  my  child,  an  heretical  book,  falsified  by  guilty  men,"  and, 

tearing  it  in  two,  he  threw  it  into  the  fire "My  father,"  I 

cried, "  but  it  is  the  word  of  God !"  and  a  feeling  of  anger  seized 
me. 

"  Yes,"  returned  he, "  The  Word  of  God  interpreted  and  changed 
by  the  enemies  of  the  church." 

This  act,  while  it  violently  agitated  me,  gave  me  strength  and 
courage  to  reply : 

"  My  father,  I  would  give  everything  I  have,  never  to  have 
opened  this  book  ;  but  now,  having  opened  it  I  can  never  forget 
what  I  have  seen  in  it.  You  yourself  acknowledge  that  it  is  the 
Word  of  God,  though  interpreted  by  heretics :  I  wish  no  longer  to 
deceive  you ;  1  shall  buy  another  of  these  books." 

"  Poor  child  1"  said  he, "  would  that  you  might  bo  protected  from 
on  high !  I  can  no  longer  do  it  myself,  but  I  will  give  you  a  testa- 
ment. Avoid  these  heretical  books."  I  waited  in  vain  for  the 
promised  book  ;  I  asked  for  it  repeatedly,  but  one  obstacle  or  another 
had  continually  prevented  its  purchase. 

The  church  of  Rome  does  not  like  to  have  this  sacred  volume 
read,  never  advises  it,  and  so  far  as  she  can,  prevents  its  being 
made  known.  This  is  her  first  endeavor.  But  when  a  .person 
comes  to  her  and  says :  "  How  can  you  appeal  to  the  Bible  and  yet 
forbid  its  reading  I"  she  changes  her  mode  of  answer,  and  asserts 
that  she  does  not  forbid  it,  but  only  forbears  to  speak  of  it,  be- 
cause the  reading  of  it  is  difficult.  If  one  insists  she  advances  still 
further,  and  permits  that  which  she  can  no  longer  forbid.  But 
this  pass  is  seldom  reached,  for  we  cannot  argue  very  strongly 
about  a  book,  of  the  contents  of  which  we  are  studiously  kept  in 
ignorance.  My  case  was  happily  far  different.  I  had  already 
tasted  of  the  living  waters  at  their  fountain  head.  And  seeing 
that  my  book  did  not  come,  and  being  loth  to  cause  my  confessor 
any  further  trouble,  I  wrote  him  that  I  could  not  wait  any  longer, 
and  with  a  desire  to  conform  to  his  wish,  would  buy  a  Roman 
Catholic  Testament.  The  next  morning  I  was  summoned  to  his 
i  house,  where  I  received  a  New  Testament,  that  of  Father  Bonhours, 
!  of  the  order  of  the  Jesuits.    With  this  I  continued  my  studies ;  I 
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refound  in  it  the  pawn  gee  above  quoted  concerning  grace  and 
works,  and  discovered  others  which  confirmed  these :  "  When  we 
were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  hath 
quickened  as  in  Christ  by  whose  grace  we  are  saved."  "  It  is  by 
grace  through  faith ;  this  is  not  of  ourselves,  this  is  not  through 
works,  lest  any  one  should  glory  concerning  himself.  It  is  by 
the  offering  up  of  the  body  of  Christ  which  has  been  made  once 
for  all.  For  this  one,  having  made  one  offering  for  sin  is  forever 
set  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God."  What  treasures  were  con- 
tained in  these  blessed  pages !  What  new  horizons  1  What  riches 
and  what  grace  I  Could  I  really  apply  these  to  myself  t  This 
was  to  me  the  difficult  question.  Imbued,  as  I  had  been,  with  the 
importance  of  works,  and  still  more  with  the  apparent  pride  that 
there  was  in  so  pure  and  simple  an  acceptance  of  a  salvation  ob- 
tained without  personal  merits,  I  had  always  thought  that  it  was 
necessary  to  be  worthy  of  so  great  a  favor.  Worthy  I  but  if  it  is 
necessary  to  be  worthy  it  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  grace  ;  and  if  it 
is  a  gift  of  grace  worthiness  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

I  cannot  describe  all  the  struggles  and  conflicts  through  which 
I  passed.  Sometimes  ready  to  accept  this  great  pardon  I  felt  over- 
powered by  such  a  proof  of  love ;  then  again,  while  hearing  my 
confessor  speak  tome-of  my  pride,  I  would  begin  to  doubt  and  fear. 
How  could  I  believe  that  I  was  wiser  than  my  spiritual  guides, 
and  imagine  that  I  could  see  and  understand  better  than  they, 
whose  entire  life,  I  was  told,  was  spent  in  the  study  of  the  sacred 
writings  ?  Without  doubt  I  was  deceiving  myself ....  And  yet 
had  I  not  read  these  inspired  words ;  "  He  that  believeth,  is 
passed  from  death  unto  life."  It  is  a  work  completed,  a  thing 
done.  The  words  can  mean  nothing  else.  Surely  God  in  speak- 
ing to  men  does  not  use  a  deceptive  language  .  He  who  has  given 
his  Son  to  save  man  would  not  address  us  in  an  unintelligible  man- 
ner I  Could  Christ  have  said  "  Search  the  Scriptures,"  and  then 
have  made  the  book  to  be  searched  an  enigma  I  Man  in  address- 
ing his  fellow  men  seeks  to  make  himself  understood,  and  would 
the  God  of  love  and  truth  use  an  ambiguous  and  obscure  language 
in  speaking  to  his  children. 

"  My  father,"  I  said  to  my  confessor,  "  to  accept  such  a  notion, 
would  overthrow  all  the  ideas  that  Christianity  gives  us  of  the 
true  God.  The  Eternal  cannot  lie ;  then  His  word  is  true ;  and  if 
it  is  true  we  ought  to  believe  it." 

The  reply  was :  "  The  Bible  is  true,  but  only  as  interpreted  and 
explained  by  the  church  And  if  the  Bible  said  white  and  the 
church  said  black,  I  should  believe  Hack!" 

"Oh!  my  father,"  I  cried,  "if  the  Bible  says  white,  I  must  be- 
lieve white." 

I  discovered  then  with  the  greatest  sorrow,  what  I  would  not 
voluntarily  have  wished  to  see.  Heretofore,  in  spite  of  all  my 
doubts  concerning  her  doctrines,  I  had  entertained  no  doubt  con- 
cerning the  church  itself.  For  the  first  time  I  felt  my  confidence 
shaken,  and  like  a  poor  bark,  rocked  by  the  winds  and  ready  to 
sink,  I  sought  refuge  in  that  Word  divine,  where  I  had  seen  the 
Spirit  and  the  power  of  my  Saviour  shine.  Does  this  mean  that  I 
suspected  each  minister  of  the  Church  of  Rome  to  be  consciously 
in  error  1  No,  I  believed  and  still  believe  that  a  large  number  of 
them  are  sincere  in  their  mistakes.  An  institution  seen  and  known 
by  all  its  members  to  be  founded  on  error,  would  soon  fall ;  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  in  it  some  upright  souls,  to  sustain  it. 
Those  seven  thousand  that  have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  are 
its  safeguard.  But  the  day  will  come — would  that  we  might  be- 
hold it — when  good  shall  triumph  over  evil,  and  when  Christ  shall 
tread  down  under  his  feet  the  enemy  that  has  gained  lodgment 
and  control  in  his  visible  church. 

Nearly  the  whole  winter  had  passed  away  during  these  discus- 
sions. Easter  approached ;  and  though  I  had  continued  to  visit 
my  confessor  repeatedly,  I  began  to  ask  myself  whether  I  ought 
not  to  cease  doing  so  as  a  penitent,  and  whether  I  could  take  part 
in  the  communion.  I  no  longer  believed  that  the  body,  the  blood, 
the  soul  and  the  divinity  entire  of  Christ  could  be  contained  in  a 
palpable  manner  in  the  host  which  the  Church  of  Rome  gives  to 
its  faithful  followers ;  I  no  longer  believed  that  the  sacrifice  of 


Christ  accomplished  once  for  all  on  Golgotha,  could  be  bloodlessly 
renewed  thousands  upon  thousands  of  times.  Such  a  doctrine 
proclaims  the  inefficiency  of  this  great  and  divine  sacrifice.  I 
prepared,  then,  to  give  the  reasons  that  led  me  to  abstain  from  par. 
taking  of  the  communion.  My  confessor  had  himself  also  reflected 
on  this  subject,  and,  when  I  came  to  kneel  for  the  last  time  at  the 
tribunal  of  confession,  after  a  long  exhortation,  he  informed  me 
that  he  could  not  allow  me  to  approach  the  holy  table,  and  that  he 
suspended  over  my  head  the  thunders  of  the  church  until  I  re- 
canted. 

"My  father,"  replied  I,  "  I  came  to  inform  you  that  I  cannot  par- 
ticipate in  an  act  that  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  conformable  to  the 
Word  of  God ;  and  that  I  desired  therefore  to  abstain  from  it,  until 
I  should  receive  further  light." 

Poor,  excellent  man  I  I  see  still  the  disconsolate  expression  of 
his  face :  I  hear  still  the  quick  beating  of  his  heart.  Certainly  he 
was  sincere,  and  I  was  obliged  to  be  so  too  in  disclosing  all  my 
doubts.  Yet  however  great  a  trial  it  was  to  inflict  upon  him  this 
bitter  sorrow,  was  I  not  bound  to  obey  my  conscience?-  So  long  as 
I  confined  myself  to  searching  the  Scriptures  my  good  mother  had 
accompanied  me,  but  she  was  not  ready  to  accept  the  consequences 
of  my  researches.  She  was  unwell,  advanced  in  years,  and  the 
mother  of  several  children.  All  those  reasons  united  to  keep  her 
from  exposing  herself  to  the  censure  which  is  always  bestowed  ou 
one  who  deserts  the  religion  of  his  fathers.  She  feared  also  the 
injury  she  would  thus  bring  upon  us,  whom  she  was,  in  a  short 
time,  perhaps,  to  leave  alone  in  the  world.  She  knew  that  I  no 
longer  adhered  in  heart  to  the  doctrines  and  ceremonies  of  our 
worship ;  but  she  hoped  that  I  would  still  continue  to  attend  them, 
to  save  appearances.  I  myself  was  not  yet  sufficiently  enlighten- 
ed to  break   away  entirely. 

A  social  wall  of  separation  now  began  to  be  built  about  me.  I  had 
not  advanced  so  far  without  having  the  knowledge  of  my  heresies 
circulated  among  my  acquaintances,  who  were  too  good  Catholics 
not  to  fear  all  contact  with  a  poor  lost  sheep.  But  of  what  conse- 
quence was  tho  world  to  me  1  Unhappy  and  troubled  I  longed  for 
a  peace  which  my  hesitating  course  of  action  did  not  permit  me  to 
obtain.  Only  one  thing  remained  as  a  refuge  in  my  perplexity. 
It  was  an  ardent,  single  desire  to  place  myself  under  the  guidsinco 
of  the  Lord,  to  obey  Him  rather  than  men,  though  at  the  cost  of 
being  rejected  by  all  my  friends.  Peace,  peace  with  God,  which 
the  world  could  not  give  nor  take  away,  this  was  what  I  hunger- 
ed and  thirsted  for. 

Nearly  every  day  I  had  fresh  discussions  with  some  piest,  d# 
sirous  of  leading  me  back  to  the  fold.  Had  I  been  a  poor  girl  with- 
out any  religious  culture,  it  would  perhaps  have  been  less  pain- 
ful to  them  to  see  me  leave  the  church,  and  each  one  strove  to  re- 
claim me  by  some  new  argument.  Had  these  arguments  been 
founded  on  the  Word  of  God  with  what  joy  would  I  not  have  sub- 
mitted to  them  !  but  this  was  not  the  case.  Often  I  attended  pub- 
lic worship  in  order  to  rocovor  a  little  of  that  tranquility,  which 
was  becoming  ever  a  rarer  experience  in  my  life.  There  seated  in 
a  shaded  corner,  unconscious  of  the  noise  around  me,  I  would  read 
the  word  of  God,  and  pray  Him  to  deliver  my  soul  and  remove 
the  weight  of  the  condemnation  I  felt  resting  upon  me. 

On  the  16th  of  August  I  repaired  to  the  church,  where  the  as- 
sumption of  the  Virgin  was  to  be  celebrated.  A  strange  preacher 
was  in  the  pulpit.  I  was  glad  to  give  attention  once  more  to  what 
could  be  said  on  this  subject.  A  pompous  exordium  introduced  the 
subject.  The  outline  of  it  has  escaped  my  memory.  But  present- 
ly the  orator  spoke  of  tho  ascension  of  Jesus  Christ,  comparing 
these  two  miracles — for  the  church  of  Rome  teaches  that  the  Virgin, 
like  the  Saviour,  ascended  or  was  transported  into  heaven.  "  Yes," 
said  he,  "  I  dare  to  affirm  that  the  assumption  of  the  Virgin,  who 
ascended  by  her  own  power  into  the  air,  is  a  greater  and  more  su- 
pernatural miracle  than  that  of  the  ascension  of  Christ  1" 

Upon  hearing  these  sacriligious  words,  by  a  sudden  impulse  I 
pushed  back  my  chair,  and,  rising  quickly,  departed  from  a  place 
where  such  blasphemy  could  be  uttered  without  arousing  general 
indignation. 

{To  be  continued).  .jQOQIC 
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We  shall  be  unable  in  future  to  supply  our  subscribers  with 
copies  of  the  paper  for  last  year. 


A  PREMIUM  FOR  EVERY  SUBSCRIBER. 
To  any  new  or  old  subscriber  who  sends  us  $1.50  we  will  send 
•he  Association  Monthly  for  one  year,  and  also  a  copy — post- 
age prepaid — of  the  New  York  Observer  Year  Book  and  Al- 
manac for  1871.  By  a  special  arrangement  we  are  able  to 
furnish  to  our  subscribers  this  valuable  work,  at  half  price. 
It  is  an  almost  indispensable  com  pen  d  of  religious  and  secular 
information.     We  refer  to  its  contents  in  another  column. 


A  NEW  EDITION  OP  THE  BINDER. 
The  first  edition  of  our  binder  having  been  exhausted,  and 
many  reading  rooms  of  our  Associations  being  still  unsupplied,  a 
new  edition  was  ordered  and  has  just  been  received.  We  would 
again  call  the  attention  of  our  subscribers  and  specially  those 
in  charge  of  reading  rooms,  to  this  admirable  patent  self-binder 
with  full  cloth  sides  and  neat  gilt  side-stamp  manufactured 
expressly  for  the  Association  Monthly  by  Messrs.  Koch  & 
Sons.  It  will  be  furnished,  postage  prepaid,  to  any  person  on 
receipt  of  one  dollar.  Address  R.  C.  Morse,  Association  Build- 
ing, Cor.  4th  Ave.  and  23d  Street,  N.  T. 

Mr.  Herman  N.  Jackson,  who  has  been  spending  several 
months  in  the  western  states,  actively  canvassing  for  sub- 
scribers to  our  paper  is  now  in  Ohio  and  after  spending  a  few 
weeks  there  expects  to  visit  many  of  our  Associations  in  Penn- 
sylvania. Wc  ask  for  him  the  cordial  support  of  all  our  mem- 
bers and  their  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  following  rec- 
ommendation of  our  last  General  Convention  at  Indianapolis : 


Betohed. — That  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  Asso- 
ciations it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers  and  that  they  should  not  be 
content  until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of 
the  entire  membership. 

The  New  Form  of  Our  Paper  this  month,  resembles 
that  -adopted  by  most  journals  of  similar  size,  and  has  been 
suggested  to  us  by  many  friends.  It  will  prove  acceptable,  we 
believe,  to  both  our  subscribers  and  advertisers,  the  interests  of 
each  being  consulted  and  advanced  by  the  arrangement. 

FIRST  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  OHIO. 

The  Association  in  Cleveland  will  celebrate  their  fourth 
Anniversary  next  May  in  a  handsome  building  of  their  own. 
This  edifice  Was  purchased,  as  we  have  already  announced, 
early  in  last  November.  It  was  formerly  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Jas.  T.  Clark,  and  is  admirably  located  on  the  north  side  of 
the  public  square.  It  was  bought  for  $20,000,  Mr.  Clark  gene- 
rously donating  $3,000.  The  entire  cost  together  with  several 
thousand  dollars  toward  adapting  the  building  to  its  new  uses, 
was  speedily  pledged  by  the  christian  citizens  of  Cleveland. 

The  work  on  the  building  has  been  rapidly  pushed  during 
the  winter.  On  the  7th  ult,  an  impressive  farewell  meeting 
was  held  in  the  old  rooms,  corner  of  Superior  and  Seneca  streets, 
and  the  next  day  the  first  devotional  meeting  was  held  in  the 
new  building.  The  work  of  repair  has  been  only  partially 
completed,  but  enough  has  been  done  to  give  the  association  a 
very  pleasant  home.  We  take  from  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer 
a  description  that  will  interest  our  readers. 

The  fence  in  front  of  the  house  has  been  taken  down,  and 
the  small  plot  of  ground  between  the  front  door  and  the  side- 
walk will  be  suitably  laid  out.  The  exterior  of  the  building 
has  not  been  materially  altered.  The  basement  is  being  fitted 
up  for  a  barber  shop.  Entering  the  front  door  the  visitor  finds 
himself  in  a  well  lighted  hall,  with  matting  on  the  floor  and 
stairway,  and  the  walls  are  tastefully  and  delicately  painted. 
At  the  right  is  the  reading-room.  The  floor  is  covered  with 
matting,  the  wall  panels  are  painted,  and  the  wood-work  hand- 
somely grained  in  imitation  of  white  oak.  The  large  windows 
light  the  room  well.  A  large  fireplace,  with  a  pretty  white 
marble  mantle,  is  on  the  east  side.  The  furniture  consists  of 
tables,  chairs,  and  a  cabinet  organ.  The  Association  has  about 
seventy  periodicals  on  its  tables.  Back  of  this  is  a  commo- 
dious and  pleasant  conversation  room. 

The  whole  of  the  second  story  is  used  for  a  parlor  where  the 
devotional  meetings  will  be  held  until  the  chapel  is  built,  and 
where  will  be  the  regular  weekly  meetings  and  suppers  of  the 
executive  committee.  This  room  is  a  very  pleasant  one.  A 
pretty  carpet  is  on  the  floor,  the  walls  and  ceiling  are  hand- 
somely painted  and  stuccoed,  and  the  furniture,  upholstered 
with  green  rep  cloth,  adds  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  room. 

In  the  third  story  are  the  Executive  Committee  room  in 
front,  and  the  private  apartments  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Shaw,  superin- 
tendent of  the  building ;  both  are  well  arranged  and  nicely 
furnished  and  ornamented.  Pictures  adorn  the  walls  of  every 
room  in  the  house,  and  it  is  evident  that  it  has  been  the  aim  to 
make  the*  rooms  cheerful  and  attractive 

further  improvements. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  an  addition  will  be  built 
at  the  rear  70x85  feet,  divided  into  two  stories.  The  upper 
part  will  be  a  chapel,  capable  of  seating  six  hundred  persons, 
The  lower  story  will  be  used  for  a  gymnasium  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  members  of  the  Association,  attached  to  which  there 
will  be  a  fine  bowling  alley. 
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AN  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING   FOR  INDIANAPOLIS. 

Thb  good  news  that  at  Indianapolis,  where  our  last  general 
convention  was  held,  the  brethren  hare  just  succeeded  in  quickly 
raising  a  building  fund  and  buying  a  suitable  edifice,  will  send  a 
thrill  of  joy  and  encouragement  through  all  our  associations  on 
this  continent  It  was  fitting  that,  before  the  year  rolled  round, 
and  another  convention  was  held,  this  good  work  should  be  begun 
and  consummated  in  the  city  where  our  delegates  last  met 

The  following  letter,  from  Rev.  John  B.  Brandt,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Young  Hen's  Christian  Association  in  Indianapolis, 
tells  the  glad  story.    It  is  dated  February  14th : 

"  The  trustees  of  our  Association  on  yesterday  closed'  the  con- 
tract for  an  Association  building.  We  have  bought  the '  Exchange 
Theatre,'  situated  on  Illinois  near  Washington  street.  The  pur- 
chase price  is  $34,000 ;  (its full  value  is  estimated  at  $30,000.)  We 
have  secured  $22,000 ;  the  remainder  will  be  obtained,  we  expect, 
before  the  end  of  this  week.  This  is  a  long  step  in  advance  for 
us.  'The  building  is  centrally  located,  and  very  well  suited  for 
our  purposes.  It  has  been  the  centre  of  iniquity  in  our  city,  and,  I 
may  add,  in  our  State.  It  was  erected  for  club  and  gambling-rooms, 
a  texo  theatre,  and  kindred  evil  resorts.  We  now  desire  to  make 
it  the  centre  of  Christian  influence  for  all  this  part  of  the  country. 
It  is  a  little  remarkable  that,  in  its  internal  arrangements,  the 
building  is  about  as  well  suited  for  our  purposes  as  though  it 
had  been  erected  expressly  for  our  use.  Does  it  not  teach  us 
that  we  can  use  much  of  Satan's  capital  and  material  to  advance 
the  interests  of  our  Lord's  work  ?  When  we  turn  the  enemy  s 
guns  upon  his  own  army,  we  gain  a  double  victory.  This  happy 
purchase  has  greatly  encouraged  the  hearts  of  all  engaged  or  inte- 
rested in  our  work  in  this  city." 

The  amount  of  the  purchase  money  is,  as  heretofore  stated, 
$24,000— $4,000  cash,  and  $4,000  annually  for  five  years,  at  six 
per  cent  interest.  After  announcing  the  event,  the  Indianapolis 
Sentinel  urges  the  necessity  of  immediate  liberality  on  the  part 
of  all  able  to  give,  that  "  by  a  few  more  thousand  dollars,  the  as- 
sociation may  be  placed  in  an  impregnable  position,  and  prepared 
to  go  forward  uncrippled  in  their  good  works.  Our  bankers  and 
merchants  must  be  liberal  in  contributing  to  every  cause  that  will 
contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  the  city ;  and  we  hold 
that  an  association  like  this,  owning  its  own  property,  finely 
fitted  up  with  rooms  for  reading,  religious  and  social  purposes, 
with  a  membership  zealous  and  active  in  bringing  under  its  be- 
neficent influences  the  '  weary  and  heavy-laden '  in  the  path  of 
sin,  can  not  but  be  productive  of  good  to  the  community,  and 
conducive  to  the  material  prosperity  and  growth  of  the  city." 

ANOTHER    BUILDING    FUND. 

Wb  announce  in  this  paper  the  occupation  by  one  association 
of  a  building  of  its  own  worth  $23,000,  the  purchase  by  a  second 
of  an  admirable  and  commodious  edifice,  costing  $24,000,  and  the 
raising,  in  Salem  and  Warren,  Ohio,  of  building  funds  amounting 
each  to  $5000. 

The  brethren  of  the  British  Provinces  show  a  similar  enterprise. 
In  Halifax,  as  we  state  elsewhere,  $3,220  was  raised  in  a  single 
night  for  a  building  fund ;  and,  as  we  go  to  press,  the  following 
welcome  letter  comes  from  Mr.  William  Heard,  Secretary  of  the 
association  in  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward's  Island : 

"  We  are  moving  in  the  right  direction.  We  determined  to 
build  a  suitable  hall  and  rooms  for  the  use  of  our  young  men. 
About  one  thousand  pounds  (£1,000)  have  been  already  subscrib- 
ed ;  and  we  hope  to  have  an  edifice  worthy  of  the  cause  with 
which  we  are  associated.  The  influence  of  our  provincial  con- 
vention, held  here  last  autumn,  is  still  felt  in  this  community, 
and  will,  with  God's  blessing,  be  productive  of  still  greater  re- 
sults." 


Both  in  Indianapolis  and  Charlottetown,  the  brethren  feel  in- 
debted for  their  buildings  to  the  interest  awakened  by  the  Toung 
Men's  Christian  Association  conventions  lately  held  among  them. 

THE  WASHINGTON  CONVENTION. 

Tore  Changed  from  June  7th  to  Mat  24th. — The  Topics 

to  be  Discussed. 

The  General  Executive  Committee  of  our  Associations,  after 
consultation  with  the  Washington  Association,  have  decided  on 
the  24th  of  May,  1871,  as  the  day  for  the  assembling  of  the  next 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the 
United  States  and  British  Provinces. 

We  would  call  the  special  attention  of  all  interested  in  this 
convocation  of  Christian  young  men  to  this  change  from  the  day 
announced  in  the  last  number  of  our  pnper.  Every  association 
should,  as  early  as  possible,  make  arrangements  to  be  represented 
at  this  important  convention.  There  is  every  reason  to  anticipate 
that  it  will  prove  unprecedented  in  the  number  of  delegates,  and 
in  the  interest  attending  it  Let  our  prayers  be  repeated  and  fer- 
vent, for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  all  our  deliberations,  that  they 
may  be  instrumental  in  "  extending  the  Redeemer's  kingdom 
among  young  men." 

The  circular  of  the  committee  calling  the  convention  -will  be 
issued  early  this  month.  The  meeting  for  organization  will  be 
at  10  a.m.,  May  24. 

The  following  excellent  topics  have  been  selected  for  discussion 
at  the  convention : 

1.  God's  word;  how  shall  it  be  studied,  and  how  shall  the 
study  of  it  be  promoted  in  our  associations  ? 

2.  Modern  skepticism  in  its  relations  to  young  men  ;  how  shall 
it  be  met  by  our  associations  ?       ... 

3.  Secular  instruction ;  what  place  shall  it  have  in  the  work  of 
our  associations  ? 

4.  Young  men  in  business ;  what  are  their  temptations,  and 
how  shall  they  be  resisted  ? 

6.  Money  for  the  support  of  our  associations  ;  how  shall  it  be 
raised  ? 

C.  Our  religious  work  ;  how  shall  it  be  made  more  effective  ? 

In  accordance  with  the  wish  and  vote  of  the  Indianapolis  Con- 
vention, competent  speakers  will  be  selected  to  open  the  discus- 
sion on  each  of  the  above-named  topics. 

The  Proceedings  or  the  16th  Anniversary  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  in  Philadelphia  have  lately  been  printed  in  pamphlet 
form.  The  excellent  addresses  of  Mr.  P.  B.  Simons  and  Rev. 
Thomas  A.  Jagger,  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  are  given  in 
full. 

We  call  special  attention  to  the  appeal,  printed  at  the  close 
of  this  pamphlet,  for  $15,000  "needed  immediately  to  establish 
lodging  houses  for  the  friendless  and  destitute,  a  home  for 
worthy  young  men  of  limited  means,  Branch  Reading  >oiiis  in 
various  sections  of  the  city,  and  a  Bureau  of  employm<  .it. "  • 

Of  this  sum  more  than  $5,000  have  been  subscribed.  Among 
the  donors  we  notice  Mr.  Wanamaker,  newly  elected  l'res;dent 
of  the  Association,  and  Mr.  Henry  Disston,  each  of  whom  sub- 
scribe  five  hundred  dollars. 


TnB  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Poughkee;»:i'  Associa- 
tion, rend  at  the  annual  meeting  last  fall  by  John  I.  Matt,  Esq., 
President,  states  that  the  membership  of  the  association  is  184. 
The  refurnishing  of  the  room  has  caused  an  increased  attendance, 
which  averages  from  100  to  150  daily.  The  library  contains  584 
books.  A  proposition  from  the  Mercantile  Library  of  New- York 
City  to  co-operate  in  establishing  a  branch  of  that  extensive  lil>;vry 
in  P'lughkeepsie  has  been  accepted  by  the  association. 
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THE  CRUSADE  IN  OHIO. 

Remarkable  Meetings — Associations  Organized  and  Revived. 

Building  Funds  Raised. 

A  wonderful  blessing  has  attended  the  labors  of  the  delegates 
who,  for  more  than  a  month,  have  been  visiting  various  towns  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  awaken  a  new  interest  in  the  work  of  Christ 
and  the  cause  of  our  Associations.  We  gave  the  programme  of 
the  tour  in  our  last  paper.  Twenty  of  the  thirty-one  towns 
named  have  been  visited,  and  the  good  work  is  still  going.  .Full 
particulars  from  many  places  have  not  yet  reached  us ;  but  from 
Messrs.  K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  ILL  ;  C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleve- 
land, and  H.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  members  of  the  delegation, 
we  learn  the  following  cheering  facts . 

From  the  very  beginning,  the  work  has  been  greatly  blessed. 
Mr.  Bolton  writes:  "  In  Sandusky,  the  first  place  visited,  (Janu- 
ary 20th  and  22d,)  pastors  met  us  cordially  at  the  depot.  '  Pro- 
mise,' '  Praise,'  and  '  Consecration'  Meetings  were  held  prelimi- 
nary to  other  meetings  in  which  practical  questions  were  discuss- 
ed. The  question -drawer  served  to  bring  out  much  information. 
At  eight  o'clock  on  Sabbath  morning,  a  large  number  of  young 
and  middle-aged  men  met  and  decided  to  organize  a  live  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  in  their  city.  Sabbath  morning  services  in  several  chur- 
ches were  conducted  by  laymen. 

'  'At  the  close  of  the  morning  services  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rev.  J.  S.  McCoy,  Pastor,  a  second  meeting  was  held  and  attend- 
ed by  all  who  desired  to  draw  nearer  to  Jesus.  Sabbath-school 
teachers  also  lingered,  while  the  Superintendent  in  adjoining  Sun- 
day-school room  conducted  preliminary  exercises  with  the  chil- 
dren. 

"  At  2  p.m.,  a  delightful  meeting  was  held  at  the  infirmary.  At 
eight  o'clock,  a  mass  Sabbath-school  meeting  was  held  in  the 
beautiful  audience-room  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Brief  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  delegates  present  Eyes  and  ears  of  over 
a  thousand  children  were  wide  open. 

"  In  the  evening,  a  large  audience  assembled  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  listen  to  the  discussion  of  the  question,  '  Young  men, 
their  dangers ;  what  should  we  do  for  them,  and  what  can  they 
do  for  themselves  ?'  The  evils  of  intemperance,  and  the  fearful 
dangers  following  the  use  of  the  intoxicating  cup  were  earnestly 
set  forth. 

"  This,  however,  was  only  the  first  fruit  of  the  good  work  in 
Sandusky.'' 

H.  O.  Lloyd  writes  us  at  a  recent  date,  "  Two  hundred  conver- 
sions are  already  reported  in  this  place  as  the  result  of  our  meet- 
ings." 

Tiffin,  Findlay,  Fremont,  Elyria,  Painesville,  and  Ashtabula 
were  visited  in  rapid  succession  before  the  end  'of  January. 
Just  after  our  meetings  in  Painesville,  sixty  persons  called  in  one 
evening  on  a  pastor  there,  anxiously  inquiring  the  way  of  salva- 
tion. 

A  Building  Fund  for  Warren. 

In  Warren,  the  delegation  spent  three  days,  (January  31st  to 
February  2d.)  We  gather  the  following  particulars  from  an  ac- 
count in  the  Cleveland  Dealer.  They  will  give  some  general  idea 
of  the  methods  pursued : 

Tuesday  evening,  Messrs.  Burnell  and  Douglass  arrived.  A 
large  audience  had  gathered  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  The 
exercises  began  with  a  lively-promise-meeting,  134  promises  being 
cited  in  rapid  succession  by  persons  present.  Impressive  ad- 
dresses on  naturalness  and  heartiness  in  religion,  mingled  with 
prayers  and  singing,  closed  the  services.  Wednesday  afternoon, 
the  opening  exercise  was  a  praise-meeting  of  quarter  an  hour, 
many  having  opportunity  to  name  something  for  which  they 
wished  to  praise  God.    One  mentioned  a  Christian  mother.    The 


leader  asked  all  who  could  praise  God  for  a  pious  mother  to  raise 
their  hands.  Instantly  nearly  every  one  in  the  large  congregation 
raised  the  hand.  Lay  preaching  and  open-air  services  were  then 
discussed ;  the  duty  of  those  in  the  pews  to  preach  during  all  the 
week  what  they  heard  on  the  Lord's  day  from  the  pulpit  was 
urgently  enforced. 

At  six  o'clock,  800  children  met,  and  were  very  fittingly  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  Burnell.  From  seven  to  nine  in  the  evening,  the 
church  was  again  crowded;  the  "Obligations  of  Business  Men" 
were  vigorously  discussed.  Thursday  afternoon,  "Woman's 
Work"  was  talked  about;  the  children  were  again  addressed, 
and  in  the  evening  the  theme  was,  "  Young  Men  —  their 
danger." 

An  intense  interest  held  the  audience  until  ten  o'clock  p.m. 
At  the  close  such  as  desired  to  hear  of  the  advantages  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  were  requested  to  tarry  a  little  longer.  About  one 
hundred  and  fifty  remained.  And  by  a  quarter  to  twelve  p.m., 
$5,000  had  been  subscribed  toward  a  building/or  a  Y.  If.  C.  A. 

At  Akron,  a  new  interest  in  the  work  was  awakened.  Febru- 
ary Gth  was  spent  at  Alliance.  Of  that  day,  Mr.  Burnell  writes : 
"  We  were  much  disappointed  at  finding  no  afternoon  service ; 
but  gathered  at  7  p.m.  three  brethren  coming  in  from  Cleveland 
The  six  delegates  spoke  briefly,  and  it  was  early  noticeable  that, 
the  Holy  Spirit  was  present.  At  the  close,  when  the  people 
who  wished  to  revive  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  make  it  last,  were 
asked  to  rise,  oner  sixty  responded.  Forty  members  joined  at 
once.  A  man  about  thirty  years  old  arose,  and  with  tremulous 
voice  said,  '  I  am  not  a  Christian ;  I  want  to  become  one  now,  join 
this  Association,  and  be  steadfast  A  profound  impression  was 
made  upon  the  community.  In  none  of  the  eleven  towns  visited 
was  the  opening  so  unpromising,  and  in  none  of  the  one-day 
meetings  has  the  divine  presence  been  so  manifest" 

Then,  on  February  8th  and  9th,  Youngstown  was  visited. 
"  The  Association  in  Youngstown,"  writes  Mr.  Burnell,  "  had  ex- 
pired about  six  weeks  before  we  arrived.  One  Christian  iron 
firm  here  employs  800  men,  and  as  I  went  about  their  extensive 
works,  I  saw  the  men  at  their  tasking  toil  before  the  burning 
fiery  furnace  which  makes  them  old  men  at  forty,  and  as  a  rule 
'  uses  them  up'  at  fifty,  and  when  I  reflected  that,  as  a  class, 
they  are  out  of  Christ,  noxt  to  nothing  being  done  for  their  souls, 
I  became  thoroughly  persuaded  that  Youngstown,  as  much  as 
any  city  of  8,000  inhabitants  in  the  State,  needs  an  Association, 
and  we  told  the  people  so  with  all  the  urgency  we  could  use."  ' 

Salem  Awakened — Another  Building  Fund. 

"  Thence  we  sought  Salem.  Brethren  from  here  had  been  with 
us  at  Akron,  Ravenna,  Alliance,  and  YouDgstown,  and  we  ex- 
pected a  warm  welcome.  But  we  received  even  more  than  we 
looked  for.  The  Friday  afternoon,  (February  10th,)  session  fill- 
ed the  attractive  central  and  well-furnished  rooms.  The  church 
was  full  in  the  evening.  Saturday  afternoon,  '  Woman's  Chris- 
tian Work'  was  discussed,  and  in  the  evening,  the  question 
of  raising  money  for  the  proposed  Association  building  was  con- 
sidered, and  $2,500  subscribed.  Sunday  evening,  a  yet  more 
liberal  spirit  prevailed,  and  Monday  morning,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  the  rooms  from  0  to  11,  while  committees  visited  from 
store  to  store,  and  came  in  to  report,  as  donations  were  obtained. 
They  separated  at  11.80  with  song  and  prayer,  thanking  God  for 
a  building  fund  of  $5,000.  At  Salem,  as  in  Warren,  the  money 
raised  for  the  building  was  promised  in  small  monthly  payments 
of  from  $80  to  $5,  to  be  continued  through  a  period  of  five 
years.  In  a  later  communication  to  the  Monthly,  I  will  bring 
out  some  facts  concerning  this  that  will  be  suggestive  and  in- 
structive to  other  places." 
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AN  EPISODE   IN  THE  TOUR. 

A  PRAISE-MEETING  AT  MONBOBTILLE. 

Mr.  Bolton  writes : 

"Five  delegates,  being  unexpectedly  detained  over  night  at 
Monroeville,  it  was  determined  to  hold  an  impromptu  service. 
The  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  prayer-meetings  united.  After 
a  few  brief  addresses,  a  praise-meeting  was  opened. 

"The  100th  Psalm  was  read,  and  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving 
offered,  followed  by  the  hymn, 

'Oh!  for  » thonaand  tongue*  to  sing 
My  dear  Redeemer's  praise.' 

"A  speaker  began,  'I  regret;'  but  was  corrected  and  reminded 
that  he  was  in  a  praise-meeting.  He  resumed,  '  I  rejoice  over 
what  God  has  done  fur  my  soul.'  Said  one,  '  I  thank  God  for  a 
praying  mother.'  The  words  of  another  were,  '  I  was  led  to 
Christ  by  the  blessing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  example  of  a 
godly  father.'  Delightful  testimonies  like  these  continued  till 
every  body's  heart  rejoiced,  and  one  of  the  pastors  ejaculated, 
'  Thank  God  for  a  praise-meeting.  Some  of  our  meetings  for 
prayer  have  resembled  gatherings  at  funerals.  I  never  saw 
Christians  so  bright  and  cheerful.'  At  the  close  of  the'service, 
nine  persons  rose  for  the  prayers  of  God's  people ; '  among  them 
a  young  man  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  a  gray-headed  in- 
fidel 

"  Next  morning,  after  breakfast  at  the  hotel,  by 'consent  of  the 
landlord,  a  brief  meeting  was  held  in  the  public  parlors.  Much 
deep  spiritual  interest  awakened,  several  inquiring  the  way  of 
life. 

A  NEW  ASSOCIATION  AT  MAS8ILLOX. 

As  we  are  sending  the  paper  to  the  printer,  a  letter' from  Mr. 
BurnoH  says : 

"  At  Massillon  an  association  was  formed  of  over  one  hundred 
members ;  and  $250  were  pledged  to  carry  on  the  work.  The 
spirit  was  especially  cheering,  as  they  told  us  when  we  arrived 
that  they  were  '  in  as  cold  a  condition  as  possible.'  Meetings 
were  held  thirty  minutes  before  '  quitting-time '  with  the  em- 
ployees of  Russell  &  Co.'s  and  the  Excelsior  agricultural  manufac- 
turing establishments,  in  the  machine-rooms." 

TBS  TOOKO  MSN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION   IN  THE  PRISON. 

"  At  Columbus,  the  delegates  from  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  and 
Mansfield  addressed  the  more  than  one  thousand  prisoners  in  the 
penitentiary.  We  joined  with  them  in  their  singing,  and  attend- 
ed their  afternoon  (Sabbath)  prayer-meeting.  The  religions  inte- 
rest has  been  deepening  for  five  months.  The  excellent  Christian 
warden,  Colonel  Burr,  and  Chaplain  Newton  are  doing  a  good 
work.  The  prison  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  numbers 
over  two  hundred." 

The  following  is  toe  programme  of  the  tour  for  the  month  of 
March: 

Newark March  1st  and  2d. 

Coshoctcn March  8d. 

Steubenville March  4th,  6th  and  6th. 

Bellaire March  7th. 

Cambridge March  8th  and  9th. 

Zanesville March  10th,  11th  and  13th. 

New  Lexington March  13th. 

Lancaster March  14th. 

Circleville March  15th. 

Chillicothe March  16th. 

Marietta March  17th,  18th  and  19tb. 


A  CONVENTION   IN  WESTERN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Several  associations  in  Western  Pennsylvania  were  not  re- 
presented at  the  late  State  Convention  in  Scranton,  and  the  exe- ' 
cutive  committee  deemed  it  desirable  to  call  a  convention,  to 
meet  in  Tidioute,  Pa.,  to  discuss  the  plan  and  methods  of  our 
work,  and  to  seek  the  greater  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  our  as- 
sociations. 

The  convention  met  and  was  organized  February  14th,  by 
electing  as  President  C.  C.  Shirk,  Erie ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs. 
Hague,  of  Tidioute,  and  Lyon,  of  Titusville ;  Secretary,  Rev.  J. 
Otis  Denison,  Erie.  About  sixty  delegates  were  in  attendance. 
A  preliminary  devotional  meeting  of  great  interest  was  held. 

Reports  were  made  by  the  several  associations  represented, 
which  showed  the  work  generally,  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  to  be  in  a  very  favorable  condition. 

The  topic,  •*  What  kind  of  effort  in  our  associations  has  been 
most  successful  in  awakening  Christians  and  winning  souls  to 
Christ?" 

The  discussions  were  practical  and  earnest,  and  continued  till 
the  evening  of  the  15th  ult  It  was  manifest  that  a  new  impulse 
was  given  by  this  convention  to  the  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

At  Tidioute,  union  meetings  were  appointed  for  the  three 
evenings  following  the  adjournment  of  the  convention,  and  at  the 
first  of  these,  four  persons  rose  for  prayer. 


Christian  Union  Work  is  the  name  of  an  excellent  monthly 
periodical  just  started  at  Bellefonte  by  a  union  effort  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  and  Sunday-schools  in  that  section 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  National  and  Berean  series  of  lessons  for 
the  Sunday-school  are  given  in  the  first  number.  The  articles 
and  selections  are  well  calculated  to  be  helpful  to  those  engaged 
in  Christian  work.  General  Beaver,  member  of  the  State  Execu. 
tive  Committee  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  for  that 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  issues  a  stirring  appeal  to  the  associations. 
By  an  arrangement  with  the  publishers,  we  are  able  to  offer  to 
any  one  sending  us  the  subscription  price  of  our  paper,  namely, 
$1,  copies  of  both  the  Association  Monthly  and  the  Christian 
Union  Work  for  one  year. 

The  Silent  Tract  Distributor. — We  call  special  attention 
to  the  article  of  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  which  we  pub- 
lish this  month.  It  tells  of  a  silent  tract  distributor  that  might,' 
with  benefit,  be  placed  in  every  street  and  steam  railway-car  in 
the  country.  We  urge  our  members  everywhere  to  uso  what  in- 
fluence tbey  can  command  to  secure  permission  for  this  speechless 
agent  to  carry  on  a  good  work  similar  to  that  he  is  accomplishing 
in  Erie.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Samuel  Selden,  who  has 
furnished  these  distributors  in  Erie,  we  have  been  provided  with 
the  small  cut  which  accompanies  and  illustrates  Mr.  Kimball's 
article. 


Tht  building  fund  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  has  been  increased 
to  $5,500.  The  weekly  young  men's  prayer-meetings,  the  Sun- 
day-school, and  the  meetings  at  Faith  chapel,  the  city  alms- 
house, and  at  various  places  about  Poughkeepsie,  have  been  en- 
couragingly sustained. 

Soke  delay  in  the  issue  of  our  paper  this  month  has 
been  occasioned  by  a  fire  which  late  in  February  destroyed'  our 
printer's  office.  Many  pages  of  the  paper,  ready  for  the  press, 
were  ruined ;  and  it  has  cost  us  very  tasking  effort  to  issue  the 
paper  as  early  as  now.  We  ask  the  kind  indulgence  of  our  sub- 
scribers  in  accepting  this  apology. 
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AN  OLD   COMPLAINT   RENEWED. 

ASSUMED,    NOT   PROVEN. 

Do  our  associations  withdraw  strength  from  and  weaken  the 
churches  ?  This  is,  of  course,  a  question  relating  to  their  very 
existence,  and  as  serious  and  vital  as  any  that  can  be  raised  con- 
cerning them. 

Rer.  John  Todd,  D.D.,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  a  late  article  in 
the  CongregatUnalist,  says  that  by  means  of  "  Christian  Associa- 
tions and  the  like,  the  young  men  of  our  churches  are  drawn  off 
very  much  to  act  by  themselves  eutside  of  the  particular  church 
U  which  they  belong."  And  he  assumes  that  in  this  way  "  they 
spend  their  time  and  strength  by  themselves,  and  withdrew  so 
much  from  the  church  to  which  they  belong."  He  then,  at  some 
length,  very  earnestly  reminds  and  urges  them  that  their  "  first, 
deepest  duty  is  at  home  in  their  own  church."  This  duty 
is  indeed  of  primary  importance.  In  general,  State,  provincial, 
district,  and  county  conventions  of  our  associations,  this  truth 
has  been  again  and  again  reiterated.  It  is  because  of  their  alle- 
giance to  their  church  that  young  men  are  at  work  in  the 
Christian  Association.  From  like  motive,  they  are  active  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bible,  tract,  and  other  benevolent  societies ;  in  found- 
ing asylums  for  the  aged,  the  orphan,  the  suffering  and  outcast, 
and  in  sustaining  the  hospitals  for  the  sick  and  kindred  charities. 

There  are  countless  forms  of  Christian  activity  outside  of  the 
visible  church  organization.  The  vital  question  concerning  them 
all  is :  Do  they  promote  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Christ,  and  so 
minister  more  or  less  directly  to  the  growth  and  strength  of  His 
church?  For  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  we  claim 
that  they  exert  this  good  influence  ;  that  they  add  to  and  do  not 
withdraw  from  the  strength  of  the  church. 

Testifying  for  the  English  associations  on  this  subject  several 
years  ago,  Mr.  W.  E.  Shipton,  the  devoted  and  faithful  secretary  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  London,  used  the 
following  language,  which  equally  applies  to  the  work  in  this 
country: 

"  The  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  cer- 
tainly not  to  form  a  new  Christian  community.  It  is  a  union  of 
young  men— members  of  all  churches  which  hold  the  Head,  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Lord — to  seek,  by  their  personal  example,  and  their  tes- 
timony to  the  grace  of  Qod  as  experienced  by  themselves,  the  con- 
version of  their  unbelieving  companions.  It  seeks  to  win  such  un- 
converted young  men  to  the  Saviour,  then  to  add  them  to  the 
fellowship  of  the  churches  which  witness  for  His  truth  in  the  world. 

"  These  young  men  are  not  by  this  work  separated  from  other 
good  works.  Being  members  of  churches,  they  are  all  under  the 
direction  of  their  churches  and  pastors  as  to  the  forms  of  service 
in  which  they  should  engage.  They  are  to  be  found  in  Sabbath 
schools,  ragged-schools,  visiting  societies,  tract  distributions,  and 
many  other  departments  ot  Christian  labor. 

"  A  recent  investigation  in  London  showed  that  not  ten  per  cent 
of  the  members  are  employed  in  the  direction  of  the  agencies  pe- 
culiar to  the  association,  and  of  these  a  large  proportion  were  found 
to  be  also  among  the  most  active  workers  in  other  societies.  The 
necessity  for  this  statement  arises  from  the  repetition  of  the  oft  re- 
futed complaint,  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  takes 
men  away  from  other  agencies.  It  takes  none.  It  does  claim  the 
special  services  of  some  of  these  reclaimed  from  the  world  and  sin 
by  God's  blessing  on  its  own  agencies ,  but  it  gives  ninety  to  the 
general  cause  of  the  church  for  every  ten  whom  it  keeps  and  em- 
ploys to  win  others  from  evil  to  good,  from  Satan  to  Christ ;  and 
if  the  churches  complain  of  this,  they  are  sinful  as  short-sighted.'' 

It  is  tlte  young  men  who  are  most  active  in  our  churches  who 
supporf  ;i!i  ■'.  sustain  our  associations.  They  do  it  because  they 
know  the  churches  receive  far  more  than  they  give.    The  army  is 


not  weakened  by  detailing  a  few  officers  to  recruit  and  drill  fresh 
soldiers ;  and  the  associations  are,  in  truth,  recruiting  offices. 
Men  are  rescued  from  the  saloons,  drawn  away  from'  Satan's  al- 
lurements, and  brought  by  God's  blessing  under  our  influence. 
To  what  goal  do  we  point  them,  whither  can  we  lead  them  but  to 
the  foot  of  the  Cross,  to  the  church  and  fold  of  Christ  ? 

We  have  seen  church  edifices  bought  and  turned  into  theatres. 
The  spectacle  saddens  every  Christian  observer.  It  is  a  loss  we 
deplore.  In  another  column  we  announce  the  purchase  by  an 
association  of  a  large  theatre  to  serve  as  a  Christian  home  for 
young  men.     Does  the  church  gain  or  lose  by  such  a  transaction  T 

Good  men  should  look  carefully  into  the  facts,  and  be  well  ac- 
qnainted  with  them,  before  giving  to  any  portion  of  the  Christian 
public  the  impression  that  our  associations  are  withdrawing  a 
single  unit  from  the  aggregate  strength  of  the  church  of  Christ 


THE  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH  TEST. 

We  are  often  assailed  with  complaints  of  the  narrowness  ef 
our  associations  in  shutting  out  from  active  membership  those 
who  do  not  belong  to  evangelical  churches.  A  writer  in  the 
N.  Y.  Tribune  urges  that  in  this  city  many  Universalist  and  Uni- 
tarian young  men  are  excluded  who  would  gladly  aid  us  in 
ameliorating  the  condition*  of  the  miserable  and  unfortunate, 
and  in  acting  the  part  of  the  Good  Samaritan.  He  adds,  with 
a  curious  disregard  of  the  facts  in  the  case : 

"  The  Association  can  admit  them  with  entire  safety,  as  the 
Evangelical  Christians  outnumber  all  others  ten  to  one;  but  other- 
wise, many  young  mm  can  not  join  it  without  a  sacrifice  of  self- 
respect.'" 

This  assertion  the  entire  history  of  our  association  dis- 
proves. The  sentiment  of  our  members  in  favor  of  the  Evan- 
gelical test  was  not  always  as  unanimous  as  now.  The  course 
urged  by  this  writer  was  advocated  and  found  many  adherents. 
Associations  were  formed  on  the  plan,  and  the  result  proved 
disastrous  in  both  this  country  and  England.  In  one  English 
town  the  Association  degenerated  into  a  club  managing  the 
opera  and  theatre. 

The  infallibility  of  this  test  we  are  far  from  insisting  on.  That 
it  excludes  some  much  more  eligible  than  many  who  are  ad- 
mitted is  frankly  acknowledged  But  it  is  certainly  better 
than  the  loose  test  which  we  are  urged  to  substitute  for  it  and 
which  has  proven  ruinous  to  our  societies,  and  as  wise  men  we 
must  adhere  to  this  course  till  a  better  one  is  clearly  pointed  out 

The  ballot  is  refused  to  all  who  have  not  attained  the  age  of 
21  years.  Many  intelligent  young  men  are  excluded  from  the 
franchise  who  are  better  qualified  than  many — perhaps  most— 
of  those  entitled  to  vote.  The  test  therefore  falls  far  short  of 
being  infallible,  and  when  a  better  one  can  be  secured  we  should 
be  willing  and  eager  to  adopt  it  Till  that  substitute  is  pro- 
vided, the  present  rule  is  certainly  the  best  practicable,  and  we 
wisely  adhere  to  it 

In  like  manner  we  adhere  to  the  evangelical  church  test  not 
because  we  wish  to  repel  our  Unitarian,  Universalist  or  other 
friends,  for  we  would  gladly  unite  with  them  in  relieving  mis- 
ery and  suffering;  nor  yet  because  we  deem  such  test  infallible, 
but  because  actual  experiment  has  abundantly  demonstrated 
that  a  looser  test  imperils  our  institution,  while  the  one  now  in 
use,  whatever  its  disadvantages,  has  enabled  us  to  steer  clear  of 
the  rocks  on  which  our  predecessors  were  wrecked. 

For  many  of  the  friends  who  feel  themselves  excluded  by  this 
rule  and  for  all  their  philanthropic  labors  we  have  a  high  re- 
spect— a  respect  which  has  carried  us  far  enough  to  endangei 
the  cause  we  love.  Wo  would  heartily  unite  with  them  at 
associate  members,  and  deeply  regret  that  in  any  instance  this 
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necessary  test  of  membership  has  prevented  them  co-operating 
with  us.  A  clear  understanding  of  the  situation  ought  to  re- 
move their  scruples.  We  have  known  many  excellent  persons, 
not  members  of  the  church,  who  have  attended  the  sanctuary, 
cordially  contributed  to  the  support  of  the  gospel  and  co-oper- 
ated in  carrying  on  the  enterprises  of  the  church,  and  all  this 
when  the  power  of  casting  a  ballot  was  denied  them.  They 
made  no  "sacrifice  of  self-respect"  in  pursuing  such  a  course. 
Our  associate  members  are  even  more  closely  united  to  our  soci- 
eties than  are  these  members  of  the  congregation  to  the  church. 
We  welcome  them  to  a  closer  fellowship,  and  to  a  position  that 
compromises  neither  dignity  nor  manly  self-respect 

The  Second  Year  in  Easton,  Pa.  The  second  anniver- 
sary of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  well  attended  on  the  evening  of  the 
9th  alt.  The  association  is  in  urgent  need  of  a  special  effort  on 
the  part  of  all  its  friends  to  relieve  it  from  debt  and  place  it  on 
firm  financial  basis.  The  treasurer  announced  that  on  April  let 
the  pecuniary  deficit  would  amount  to  $300,  without  exertion 
on  the  part  of  friends  to  avert  such  a  calamity. 

The  president  of  the  association,  Mr.  S.  L.  Fisler,  made  an  ur- 
gent appeal  to  the  members  to  be  more  active  in  the  work  of 
the  association.  Mr  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New- York,  chairman  of 
the  general  executive  committee,  spoke  with  impressive  earnest- 
ness and  cogency,  and  was  folio weeV^^ warm  appeals  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  J.  Welch,  D~.  Barclay,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Dr.  Green. 

We  hope  to  hear  good  news  from  Boston  as  the  result  of  this 
meeting. 

The  Circuit  County  Conventions  of  Massachusetts  have 
resulted  in  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  associations  repre- 
sented. "They  have  been  largely  attended,"  writes  Mr.  L.  P. 
Rowland,  "  by  friends  of  the  cause  in  the  places  where  they  were 
convened.  In  districts  where  associations  have  become  feeble, 
and  also  where  there  is  a  call  for  the  organization  of  new  asso- 
ciations, I  would  earnestly  recommend  the  union  of  associations 
in  the  same  county  for  the  purpose  of  holding  such  meetings. 
The  permanent  existence  of  Y.  M  C.  A.'s  depends  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  new  plans  and  aggressive  efforts  by  the  members. 
One  young  man,  with  earnest  purposes  and  with  good  practical 
judgment,  may  reorganize  an  association  and  save  it  from  falling 
to  pieces." 

The  Ifork  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Originating  daring 
the  winter  of  1867-68  in  a  Young  Men's  Sunday  Union  Prayer 
Meeting,  the  Association  in  Kansas  City  grew  stronger  in  the  sum- 
mer by  means  of  open-air  services,  tract  distribution,  and  neigh- 
borhood prayer  meetings.  Then  a  library  was  secured,  which  now 
numbers  1200  volumes ;  a  good  reading-room  was  opened.  Good 
worses  of  lectures  have  also  been  maintained.  The  Association 
numbers  75  members,  and  is  working  in  earnest  to  secure  a  build- 
ing which  shall  contain  a  gymnosinm,  bowling  alley,  reading- 
room,  chess-room,  club,  lecture.-library  rooms,  besides  offices  for 
the  employed  help  of  the  Association. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Association  are :  D.  A.  Williams, 
President ;  R.  F.  Barrett,  Vice-President ;  J.  W.  Perkins  and  Frank 
Titus,  Secretaries ;  M.  B.  Wright,  Treasurer. 


Annual  Meeting  at  Fairhaven,  Vt.  The  President, 
Mr.  Charles  Howard,  said  in  his  report :  "  During  the  year  51  Sab- 
bath afternoon,  29  week-day,  and  6  noonday  meetings  and  2 
preaching  services  have  been  held  at  oar  rooms ;  29  cottage  and 
17  outside  district  meetings  have  also  been  held." 


The  Bops'  Meeting  in  Washington,  D.  C,  fills  the 
lecture-room ;  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  being 
present. 


Iniibmts  itam  ifre  fJragw-lSUtfcttfl. 

Fbok  Correapondlng  Members  of  oar  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  offlcera  of 
the  Associations,  and  from  all  Interacted  In  our  dally  or  weekly  prayeMneetlngs,  we  will 
welcome  for  Una  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or  narrated  In  any  of  theae 
meetings. 

INACTIVE  MEMBERS. 

At  the  noon-day  prayer-meeting,  an  officer  of  the  Association  re- 
ferred to  a  letter  he  had  just  received,  in  which  the  writer  said, 
"'  This  morning  I  saw  in  the  daily  papers  an  account  of  the  death 
of  a  young  man,  found  dead  in  his  bed,  the  result  of  intemperance  ; 
as  I  read  it,  I  called  to  mind  that,  a  few  years  ago,  the  same 
young  man  came  from  my  native  place,  from  a  Christian  home. 
Havingno  other  acquaintance  in  the  city,  he  sought  me.  My  tastes 
were  different.  I  hod  my  circle  of  friends,  and,  though  a  professing 
Christian,  I  gave  him  no  encouragement  to  continue  the  acquain- 
tance and  made  no  effort  to  throw  good  influences  about  him.  He- 
pulsed  by  receiving  no  encouragement  from  me,  he  soon  found  other 
acquaintances,  and  drifting  into  the  under-current  of  city  life,  to- 
day he  lies  dead,  the  victim  of  a  life  from  which  I  might,  perhaps 
have  been  the  means  of  saving  him,  had  I  used  the  influence  I 
could  easily  have  exerted."  The  writer  dwelt  on  the  remorse  of 
conscience  that  stung  him,  and  signed  himself  on  "inactive  tnemhtr 
ofllieYM.C.A." 

A  gentleman  said :  "  Coming  into  the  city  one  morning,  I  saw  in 
The  Commercial  a  report  of  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  and  a  list  of 
many  killed  ami  wounded.  Among  those  killed  was  the  engineer. 
On  referring  to  my  memorandum  book  I  found  that,  three  or  four 
weeks  before,  I  had  made  an  entry  to  call  and  see  the  same  man 
and  talk  with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  soul's  salvation  ;  but  I  had 
permitted  business  to  interfere  and  hod  put  it  off  from  day  to  day, 
and  now  it  was  forever  too  late." 

[Noon-day  Meeting  T.  11.  0.  A.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.] 

Be  Vigilant  in  Work  for  Christ.  Some  weeks  ago, 
a  young  man,  an  active  member  of  our  Association,  passing  tli  rough 
a  distant  city,  stopped  for  a  few  hours  at  one  its  largest  hotels.  Be- 
fore leaving  he  learned  that  a  young  man  was  lying  sick  in  one  of 
the  upper  rooms  of  the  hotel. 

Going  to  see  him,  he  found  him  very  ill,  and  after  talking  with 
him  for  a  while  on  general  topics,  he  remarked  that  he  must  soon 
leave  the  city.  Knowing  nothing  of  the  young  man.  he  yet  ventur- 
ed to  ask  if  he  might  read  a  portion  of  the  Bible  and  offer  prayer 
with  him.  Cheerful  acquiescence  was  given,  and  the  young  man 
knelt  and  prayed  for  God's  blessing,  and  as  the  warm  petition  was 
uttered  a  deep  sob  came  from  the  sick  bed,  and  with  tears  and  prayer 
ful  ejaculations  both  plead  for  the  presence  of  Christ  and  the 
gracious  power  of  the  Good  Physician  to  heal  a  sin-sick  soul. 
After  rising  he  earnestly  told  the  story  of  the  cross.  This  sick 
stranger  hod  been  for  many  days  confined  to  his  room,  and  had  been 
silently  longing  for  some  one  to  come  and  answer  for  him  the  ques- 
tion, "  What  must  1  do  to  be  saved  t"  Persons  came  and  went,  but 
none  spoke  to  him  of  Christ.  Night  after  night  he  lay  pondering  the 
anxious  question.  He  did  not  read  the  Bible.  He  dared  not  pray. 
His  welcome  visitor  was  imperatively  called  away  by  business,  but 
before  he  reluctantly  left,  he  called  the  attention  of  a  minister  in 
that  city,  whom  he  knew,  to  the  cose  of  this  stranger.  The  bedside 
was  soon  visited  by  Christian  sympathy,  and  not  many  days  after, 
the  sick  man  passed  away  in  a  calm  hope  and  trust  in  Him  who 
died  to  save  the  lost. 

A  Word  in  Season.  "  A  few  weeks  ago,  a  young  man  died, 
and  during  his  last  illness  he  gave  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  con- 
version. On  being  asked  by  his  clergyman  where  he  learned  these 
things,  he  replied  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  meetings.  We  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  holding  a  prayer-meeting  in  that  neighborhood,  and 
some  of  our  young  men  hod  been  visiting  this  sick  man.  We  re- 
joice to  chronicle  this  among  the  results  of  our  efforts  under  the 
blessing  of  the  Master." 

[Cottage  Mooting  y.  M.  0.  A.,  Wtodaor,  V.  S.) 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

ttr  For  this  department  we  ask  contributions  from  tie  brethren  In  all  oar  Associations. 

ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 
We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Asso- 
ciations.     We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  ad- 
dresses of  other  associations. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  r&>  W.  Baltimore,  St. 
Bellefnntc,  Pa.,  Bush's  Arcade. 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Main  St. 
Boston,  Mass.,  Tremont  st. 
Brooklyn,  N.  7.,  80  and  to  Fulton  Ave. 
Brooklyn,  E.  D.«Broadway  and  Fourth  St. 
Chicago,  III.,  Farwell  Hail. 
Cincinnati,  O.,  an  Vine  St. 
Cleveland,  O..  N.  Side  Public  Square. 
Dayton,  0„  as  North  Mam  St. 
Detroit,  12  and  18  Merrill  Block. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  183  Hollia  St. 
I  tiurrUburjr,  Pa.,  College  Block. 
Hartford,  Ot.,  (W.  C.  A.)  11  Pearl  St. 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Penna  Market  St. 
Janesvllle.  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St. 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Menimac  Sts. 
Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St.,  near  Central  Ave. 


Madison,  Wis.,  Plnckney  St. 
Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sta, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  173  Broad  St. 
New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  54  Church  St. 
New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  Sts. 
New-Tork,  Fourth  Ave.  *  TwentyShird  St. 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 
Philadelphia,  1110  Chestnut  St. 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Penna.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St. 
Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Brown  Sts. 
Poughkeepsle,  N.  Y.,  Main  and  Market  Sts. 
Roxbnry,  Mass.,  1806  Washington  St 
San  Francisco,  Cat.,  Sutter  St. 
Scranton,  Pa.,  435  Lackawanna  Ave. 
St,  Catharines,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  &  Ontario  Sts. 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  aao  North  Fifth  St. 
Toledo,  0.,  15  Hartford  Block. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Chapin's  Block,  Pearl  St. 
ABROAD. 


Dublin,  Ireland,  $1  Upper  Sack v We  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square. 
Liverpool,  44  Renshaw  St. 


London,  165  Alderagate  St. 
Londonderry  Ireland,  East  Wall. 
Paris,  France,  160  Rue  M^tmartrc. 


LIGHT  SHINING  IN  A  DARK  PLACE. 
A  BIBLE-CLASS  BEARING  FRUIT  IN  A  JAIL.    INTEREST- 
ING INCIDENTS. 

Work  for  Christ  in  the  jail  is  attended  by  peculiar  trials  and 
difficulties.  It  has  also  peculiar  rewards  and  encouragements, 
which  are  seldom  recorded.  At  Hamilton,  Ontario,  in  connec- 
tion with  our  association,  this  kind  of  Christian  labor  has  been 
specially  blessed,  and  in  the  third  annual  report  of  T.  M.  C.  A. 
of  that  city  (an  admirable  and  instructive  pamphlet)  a  report  of 
this  branch  of  our  work  is  given,  which  will  be  read  with  interest 
and  profit  by  all  at  work  in  this  and  other  departments  of 
Christian  effort 

"  Once  a  week  an  afternoon  class  is  held  in  the  female  ward  of 
the  jail,  and  twice  weekly  an  evening  class  meets  in  the  male 
wank  During  the  past  year  these  have  been  maintained  solely  by 
fonr  individuals,  one  member  and  two  ladies,  with  Mr.  James,  who 
for  three  years  have  steadily  prosecuted  the  work.  *  *  *  Some  good 
results  are  yearly  made  apparent.  In  many  cases  where  deep  and 
lasting  impressions  have  been  received,  the  inmates  dare  not  at 
the  lime  make  known  their  feelings,  lest  they  subject  themselves 
to  the  taunts  and  persecutions  of  their  fellow-captives.  Thus  the 
teacher  may  long  be  in  ignorance  of  the  encouraging  fact.  But 
the  most  cheering  incentive  to  the  continuance  of  the  work  is  the 
urgent  request  of  the  liberated  prisoners,  who  have  seen  in  others 
or  in  themselves  the  precious  blessings  of  this  Christian  teaching, 
and  who  frequently  plead  that  the  Bible-classes  may  on  no  account 
be  given  up." 

The  following  incidents  from  "  the  report  of  a  lady  teacher  of  a 
Jail  Bible-Class  "  are  full  of  cheer  and  suggestion : 

RECLAIMED  TO  A  BETTER  HOPE  AND  LIFE. 

"  A  letter  from  a  clergyman  thus  speaks  of  a  late  member  of  our 

class  :  '  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  B when  I  gave  him  your 

letter ;  he  was  very  much  affected.  Trust  me,  he  is  really  reformed, 
the  Bible  is  his  constant  companion,  his  seat  in  church  is  never 
vacant.  All  owing,  under  God,  to  your  prison  Bible-classes.  Go 
on,  dear  friend,  the  Lord  is  with  you  and  with  your  co-laborers.' 

"One  Sabbath  evening  lately,  a  stranger  was  announced  who 
wished  to  see  me.  I  stepped  Into  the  hall,  but  for  some  minutes 
failed  to  recognise  in  the  well-dressed,  fine-looking  young  man  one 


who  for  several  months  was  one  of  our  class.  Accustomed  to  a 
sea-faring  life,  he  had  gone  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  to  New- 
York,  thence  to  China,  and  back  to  his  native  lakes.  -I  could 
not  leave  without  coming  to  see  you,  ma'am,'  he  said.  '  When 
you  first  saw  me,  I  thought  all  was  lost ;  I  intended  to  take  my 
life  before  my  sentence  was  out,  but  I  know  now  that  I  belong  to 
the  One  who  bought  me  with  His  blood.  There  is  the  Bible  you 
gave  me ;  I  have  kept  my  promise,  I  learnt  a  verse  every  day,  and 
I  have  not  touched  a  drop  of  intoxicating  drink.  In  the  watches 
by  night  at  sea,  it  was  good  to  know  the  verses.'  After  some  more 
conversation,  he  said,  "  The  first  money  I  earned  in  New- York  I 
spent  in  buying  a  large  printed  Bible  for  father.  My  sister  has 
written  to  me  and  says  father  reads  it  for  hours  together.' " 

A  GRATEFUL  FATHER  AND  SISTER. 

"  A  few  months  since  a  gang  of  young  men  were  arrested  in  our 
city.  Several  of  them  were  members  of  my  class.  One  night,  be- 
ing earlier  than  usual  in  the  waiting-room,  I  saw  an  old  man  enter. 
He  looked  very  sad,  and  asked  the  turnkey  if  he  could  see  his  son, 
naming  him.  The  turnkey  told  him  kindly  that  he  dared  not 
break  the  rules ;  it  was  too  late.  The  agonized  look  of  the  poor 
old  man  was  painful  to  see,  as,  in  a  plaintive  Scotch  accent  he 
said,  '  Well,  sir,  if  it  must  be  it  must ;  to-morrow  is  Ids  trial ,  the 
will  of  the  Lord  be  d(s4f  I  followed  him  into  the  hall,  and, 
briefly  mating  my  business  there,  offered  to  give  any  message  to 
his  son-  When  he,  with  his  sister  who  had  accompanied  him, 
heard  what  I  said,  they  both  burst  into  tears.  '  O  God !  I  thank 
thee,'  said  the  old  man  reverently.  '  Never  mind,  Jeanie,  we  see 
God  hasna'  forgotten  us.  Let  us  leave  him  here  content  if  the 
Bible  is  brought  to  him.  Indeed,  dear  lady,  we've  fasted  twice  a 
week  and  prayed  often.  We  feared  our  poor  boy  was  lost.  Little 
did  we  think  that  here,  in  the  very  mouth  of  hell,  as  it  were,  God's 
angels  were  going  to  and  fro.'  Efforts  were  made  on  behalf  of  the 
young  man,  but  failed.  His  sins  were  many,  but  amid  them  all 
he  would  not  shorten  his  own  sentence  by  convicting  the  others.' 
'  No,  madam,'  he  said  to  me, '  I've  been  asked  to  do  it,  but  I  can't. 
I  know  it'll  go  hard  with  poor  father  and  aunt ;  but  I  deserve  it.' 
Those  who  feel  interested  in  this  case  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  in 
his  gloomy  home  he  has  already  won  two  good-conduct  stripes. 
May  God's  mercy  surround  him  when  he  is  again  a  free  man. 

"don't,  give  them  up."  ' 

"  I  was  walking  up street  late  one  evening  last  summer 

when  I  heard  behind  me  a  quick  but  heavy  step,  and  I  felt  consid- 
erably alarmed  when,  stepping  up  with  me,  a  man  slackened  his 
pace.  In  a  tone  in  which  pleasure  and  respect  were  mingled  and 
raising  his  cap,  he  said,  '  Good  night,  miss  ;  I'm  very  glad  to  see 
you.'  I  then  recognized  an  old  member  of  my  class,  if  a  member 
he  could  be  called,  who  always  joined  heartily  in  the  opening  hyma 
and  prayer,  then  disappeared  into  a  cell,  and  at  the  first  note  of 
the  closing  hymn  bounded  back  and  remained  till  we  left.  '  Good- 
evening,'  I  said ; '  I  did  not  recognise  you  at  first.'  '  No,  miss,  very 
likely/  he  replied ; '  but  I  am  so  glad  to  see  you ,- 1  am  going  back 

to  C to-morrow,  and  I  wanted  to  tell  you  something.    When  I 

was  up  there,  you  know  where,  I  told  you  a  lie,  and  it  didn't  seem 
fair  that  I  should  do  it,  when  you  always  told  us  the  truth.'  '  You 
told  me  you  couldn't  read,  and  I  dare  say  you  read  well,'  I  said. 
'  Ah  I  that's  it,  miss ;  I  an't  used  to  reading  that  book  ;  but  I  would 
now  if  I  was  up  there.'  '  Well,'  I  replied, '  I  am  sorry  you  told  an 
untruth  about  it,  and  I  wish  you  would  read  the  book ;  it  will  guide 
you  to  happiness.'  '  I'm  sorry  I  didn't  hearken  more,  but  I  used 
to  hear  the  most  of  it ;  but  the  hymns,  I  couldn't  stand  them ;  there's 
that  one, '  I  will  sing  for  Jesus,'  that  is  tip  top ;  but  I  reckon  He 
don't  want  the  likes  of  us  to  sing  for  Him.'  '  Yes,  indeed,  he  does,' 
I  said, '  and  you  will  sing  for  Him  if  you  really  think  how  much 
He  has  done  for  you.'  He  said  after  a  few  minutes,  '  You  don't 
know  who  you  are  talking  to ;  I've  been  a  very  bad  man ;  what  I 
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got  in  there  for  is  nothing  to  what  I've  done  the  other  side.'  '  The 
blood  of  Jesus  cleanseth  from  all  sin,'  I  answered.  '  Do  you  re- 
member telling  the  boys  one  night,  if  one  of  them  wanted  to  go  to 
the  depot,  and  was  going  up  the  mountain,  and  some  person  should 
tell  him  he  was  going  wrong,  there  was  nothing  for  him  to  do  but 
to  torn  right  round  and  lose  no  time ;  we  talked  a  good  deal  about 
that  after ;  now  I  expect  I'd  better  face  right  about'  '  Yes,  at  once,' 
I  said, '  before  it  is  too  late.'  '  Miss,  I've  a  great  favor  to  ask  you. 
Please  don't  give  up  the  boys ;  they're  a  bad  lot,  I  know ;  you  don't 
know  how  bad  they  are ;  but  please,  for  mercy's  sake,  don't  give  'em 
up.  'Tisn't  right,  perhaps,  for  me  to  ask  a  lady  to  go  into  such  a 
place ;  but  some  of  'em  will  remember  what  you  say.'  His  deep 
earnestness  impressed  me.  '  I  trill  not  give  them  up,'  I  said,  'God 
helping  me.'  'Now,  miss,'  he  said, '  will  you  trust  my  word  when 
I  promise  you  111  buy  the  book  and  read  it  too  f  It  an't  likely  I'll 
be  here  again,  but  may  God  bless  you,  night  and  day,  alive  or 
dead ;'  and  so  we  parted." 

T/ie  Second  Tear  in  Lynn,  Mass.  Organized  in 
August,  1868,  during  its  first  year  the  Association  in  Lynn,  Mass., 
began  their  library,  using  a  generous  gift  of  $300  for  this  purpose 
from  Mr.  Edwin  H.  Johnson,  opened  a  reading-room,  held  two 
weekly  and  one  boarding-house  prayer-meeting,  and  held  success 
fnl  open-air  meetings  at  High  Rock.  This  good  beginning  has 
been  followed  by  a  satisfactory  growth  during  the  past  year.  The 
report  of  the  President,  Mr.  Jabez  Wood,  states  that  the  member- 
ship has  increased  from  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  to  two  hun- 
dred and  nine.  New  and  much  improved  rooms  were  dedicated 
early  in  the  year.  Sunday  evening  preaching  services  were  held, 
at  first  in  Concert  Hall,  and  then  in  the  various  churches  of  the 
city.  The  number  of  boarding-house  prayer-meetings  was  in- 
creased, and  three  open-air  meetings  were  held  each  Sunday.  On 
■ome  Sunday  afternoons,  in  the  summer,  the  Association  supported 
six  meetings  at  the  same  hour.  The  whole  number  of  devotional 
meetings  held  during  the  year  was  one  hundred. 

Tho  expenses  of  the  year  were  $1,450,  and  receipts  $1,453. 

27te  Association  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  has  suc- 
ceeded during  the  past  year  in  liquidating  the  debt  that  has  until 
lately  greatly  burdened  the  society.  The  annual  report  of  the 
treasurer  states  that  there  is  a  balance  now  on  hand  of  $584.11. 

At  the  recent  meeting  for  the  inauguration  of  officers,  (Jan.  80,) 
the  retiring  president,  Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby,  who  has  held  that  office 
since  the  organization  of  the  society,  in  June,  1866,  made  an  in- 
teresting address.    We  quote  the  following  paragraphs : 

"  We  have  maintained  an  existence  amid  some  discouragements, 
and  in  spite  of  the  failure  of  one  or  more  associations  somewhat 
similarly  situated.  The  common  error  of  such  organizations  was 
committed  by  us  at  flrtt.  We  purchased  for  the  rooms  more  than 
we  then  needed,  and  this  has  caused  us  no  little  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment. It  required  effort  to  raise  funds  to  pay  off  such  an  in- 
debtedness ;  but  now  we  are  free  from  it,  with  money  in  the  trea- 
sury to  start  the  new  administration.  .  .  .  But  we  have 
failed  lamentably  just  where  we  should  have  begun,  viz.,  in  our 
tpMtual  work.  The  Prayer  Meetings  have  been  neglected  .  .  . 
I  trust  one  of  the  very  first  things  we  shall  do  now,  will  be  a  re- 
newal of  the  religious  element,  with  a  speedy  return  to  a  weekly, 
if  we  cannot  sustain  a  daily  prayer  meeting  ....  I  would 
advise  the  inauguration  of  social  entertainment* — to  be  held  in 
these  rooms — and  the  coupling  with  them  of  free  lectures  by 
clergymen  and  others  upon  topics  selected  with  reference  to  the 
great  needs  of  the  community — whether  of  a  religious,  scientific, 
or  literary  character.  An  occasional  concert  by  the  various  choirs 
of  the  city  would  also  no  doubt  be  appreciated.  In  fact,  we  should 
embrace  every  opportunity  to  attract,  consistent  with  our  organi- 
zation. There  are  plenty  of  other  attractions  and  inducements  of 
a  ruinous  sort,  and  shall  we  not  endeavor  to  counteract  the  in- 
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fluence  of  the  saloon  and  other  haunts  of  vice  by  making  this 
place  one  of  agreeable  resort  t  In  hearty  co-operation  with  the 
churches  of  the  city,  shall  we  not  convince  all  that  our  objects  and 
aims  are  to  do  people  good,  and  to  lift  them  up  to  a  higher  plane 
of  usefulness  1" 

The  officers  for  1871  are  as  follows:  President,  H.  J.  Hollister ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  H.  H.  Northrop,  J.  Ingraham ;  Secretaries, 
Rev.  J.  Morgan  Smith,  C.  G.  Swensbrig  ;  Treasurer,  M.  W. 
Bates. 


A  yew  Association  in  Covington,  Ky.     A  corre- 
spondent writes  from  Covington,  Ky. : 

"  You  will  rejoice  with  us  in  the '  fact  accomplished '  of  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  composed  of  representatives  from  all 
the  Evangelical  churches  in  Covington.  Our  fair  Kentucky  city  is 
the  Brooklyn  of  Cincinnati,  and  more  intimately  united  with  the 
latter  than  is  Brooklyn  to  New- York.  Our  population  now  exceeds 
30,000.  Of  churches,  we  have  16  Protestant  (2  of  which  are  colored) 
and  5  or  6  Romanist.  The  grog-shops  and  billiard-saloons 
number  at  least  450.  There  is  work  to  bo  done  for  Christ- 
enough  to  occupy  the  heads,  hands,  and  hearts  of  all  who  can  be 
persuaded,  in  solid  and  self-sacrificing  earnestness,  to  unite  in  pro- 
moting the  social  elevation  and  spiritual  development  of  young 
men.  We  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  all  the  pastors  of  our  city 
churches  are  impressed  with  the  great  importance  of  the  work,  and 
will  zealously  co-operate  in  the  furtherance  of  the  great  object  of 
the  society. 
"  The  officers  chosen  for  the  year  are :  Prerident,  Austi  n  8.  Reeves ; 
Vice-President,  D.  N.  Comingon ;  Secretaries,  C.  R.  Norvell  and  T. 
E.  McNamara ;  Treawrer,  Elwood  Livezey." 


The  Tear's  Work  in  Painesvitte,  Ohio.  A  Vigo- 
rous Sunday-School.  At  the  late  annual  meeting  in  Paines- 
ville  the  retiring  President,  Mr.  W.  C.  Tisdel,  in  his  annual  report, 
spoke  of  the  Black  Brook  Sunday-school  as  the  most  promising 
feature  of  their  work.  Organized  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  it  has 
been  well  attended,  and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The 
Christmas  festival  last  December  was  admirably  arranged.  The 
teachers  come  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  president  being  the  su- 
perintendent. To  the  library  of  the  Association  a  number  of  books 
have  recently  been  added.  The  financial  report  is  not  so  encotj- 
raging,  but  there  is  good  prospect  of  all  embarrassment  being 
shortly  removed.    The  room  rent  has  been  wisely  reduced. 

The  officers  elected  for  1871  are  :  President,  C.  E.  Brink  ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  G.  N.  Wilder  and  E.  G.  Stone ;  Clerk,  J.  W.  Tyler ; 
Treasurer,  S.  R.  House ;  Secretary,  W.  C.  Tisdel. 


In  Newark,  JV.  *T.,  social  entertainments,  scientific  lectures, 
a  popular  singing  class,  and  lectures  for  the  working-men  have 
been  following  one  another  in  quick  succession  and  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  many  persons  who  attend.  The  Sunday  meeting  at 
four  o'clock  has  been  very  well  sustained,  and  the  late  anniversary 
of  the  Daily  Morning  Prayer-meeting  was  an  occasion  of  unusual 
solemnity  and  interest. 

The  Object  and  Plans  of  the  Association  in  Cincinnati 
were  lately  presented  by  its  President,  Colonel  S.  W.  Fisher,  and 
Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  In  the  pulpit  of  the  Congregational  church, 
the  regular  Sunday  morning  service  being  given  them  for  this 
purpose.  It  is  a  method  of  presenting  the  cause  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. 


The  Fifth  Lecture  Course  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Mont 
Clair,  N.  J.,  will  be  given  by  George  Vandenhoff,  J.  H.  Holland, 
William  H.  Campbell,  D.D.,  President  Rutgers  College,  Professor 
Stephen  Alexander,  of  Princeton  College,  and  Lieut.-Gov.  S.  I>. 
Woodford,  of  New- York. 
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GOOD  NEWS  PROM  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Tlie  Free  Concerts  in  the  rooms  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  at  Pitts- 
burgh are  pronounced  a  very  encouraging  success.  The  report  in 
the  Commercial  of  that  city  says :  "  A  large  part  of  the  audience 
was  composed  of  young  men.  The  programme,  a  very  good  one, 
was  composed  of  solos,  duets,  quartettes  and  quintettes,  which 
were  rendered  by  Miss  Brewster,  Mrs.  Lazear,  Messrs.  McCaud-. 
less,  Alexander  and  Horner,  Mr.  Enake  presiding  at  the  piano. 
All  of  these  are  well  known  to  most  our  readers.  The  humorous 
pieces," The  Photographs,"  "Robin  Rough,"  and  "  Katy's  Letter," 
elicited  most  applause,  but  "  Where  can  the  Soul  find  Rest,"  and 
"  Guide  his  Footsteps,"  were  universally  appreciated.  This  scries 
of  entertainments,  while  the  object  is  to  attract  young  men  to  the 
rooms  and  to  furnish  a  pleasant  evening's  entertainment  to  the 
friends  of  the  Association,  are  highly  beneficial,  as  they  cultivate  a 
taste  for  good  music  and  are  elevating  in  their  influence." 
The  free  lectures  in  the  same  rooms  are  also  very  well  attended 

The  Association  in  Ifanover,  Pa.,  a  small  town,  pre- 
sents a  good  record  for  last  year.  "  We  held  40  cottage  prayer- 
meetings  in  the  town,  52  prayer  meetings  in  our  rooms,  and  for 
eight  months  held  a  prayer-meeting  every  Sunday  evening  three 
miles  from  town.  Several  conversions  are  the  result  of  these  meet- 
ings. Our  rooms  and  library  were  open  to  all  during  the  year  and 
we  hope  a  good  work  was  done  for  Christ." 

From  Tyrone,  Pa.,  a.  member  writes  joyfully:  "Wo  are 
now  in  the  midst  of  a  glorious  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Many  heads  of  families  and  some  prominent  people  in  our  town 
are  being  brought  out  of  darkness  into  God's  marvellous  light. 
A  Christian  Association  was  organized  here  last  November;  It  is 
not  easy  to  tell  how  much  the  movement  incident  to  its  organiza- 
tion influenced  the  present  revival. 

A  Cottage  Meeting  Bearing  Fruit.  A  member  of  the 
Association  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  who  has  charge  of  one  of  the  cot- 
tage meetings  reports  that  on  a  certain  Lord's  day,  six  persons 
were  admitted  into  membership  in  one  church  near  which  his 
meetings  were  held,  a  seventh  being  prevented  by  sickness  from 
joining  the  number.  All  of  these  owed  their  conversion  to  this 
little  meeting,  carried  on  often  by  himself  alone. 

Three  Miles  from  Erie,  Pa.,  in  a  small  school  house  of 
Mill  Creek  a  few  brethren  lately  formed  an  Association.  Rev.  C. 
C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Association 
there,  held  a  preaching  service  in  the  house  three  times  a  week. 
Through  the  blessing  of  God  a  revival  began  in  the  community. 
Thirty  were  hopefully  converted,  and  the  last  report  we  receive  is 
that  the  blessed  work  is  still  in  progress. 


The  Temperance  Work  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  appendix  to  their  re- 
port of  the  last  State  Convention  call  special  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject of  temperance,  reaffirming  the  resolution  of  the  General  Con- 
vention at  Detroit,  in  1858,  which  "  recommends  all  who  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  "  to  "  put  forth  persistent  efforts  to  establish  and  main- 
tain temperance  organizations  in  places  where  none  exist,"  and 
that  all  "our  workers  as  individuals  "  make  special  effort  among 
the  young  to  prevent  the  evil  practise  of  intemperance  and  its  at- 
tendant and  damning  vices  among  the  rising  generation." 

The  committee  add : 

"We  would  recommend  in  each  association  a  committee  on  tem- 
perance, believing  that  this  important  subject  has  been  left  too 
much  in  the  hands  of  those  who  look  at  it  only  from  a  moral  instead 
of  a  Christian  point  of  view.  But  care  must  be  taken  in  this,  as  in 
all  other  things,  that  we  point  to  Christ  as  the  only  hope,  not  only 
of  salvation,  but  of  permanent  reformation.    Anything  short  of 


this  is  unworthy  of  us  as  a  Chris. '.:vi  ■  rfjanization,  and  our  efforts 
will  end  only  in  failure.  Only  Christian  temperance  men  will  of 
course  be  placed  in  charge  of  such  a  movement  connected  with  the 
Association.  Many  of  our  Associations  report  such  committees,  and 
are  deeply  interested  in  the  work." 

The  committee  have  lately  sent  out  200  petitions,  7,000  circulars 
and  hundreds  of  letters  to  every  county  of  the  State  on  the  cause 
of  temperance,  urging  a  popular  movement  in  behalf  of  the  passage 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  of  "  The  Local  Option  Bill,"  a 
license  measure  now  pending  in  that  State. 

Tlie  Temperance  Movement  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  has 

assumed  a  new  phase.  By  the  action  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  that 
place,  a  large  number  of  saloon  keepers,  who  were  acting  without 
legal  license,  were  indicted  upon  the  complaint  of  Mr.  H.  M.  Boies, 
President  of  the  Association.  This  has  occasioned  a  vigorous  op- 
position by  the  German  saloon  keepers,  who  have  organized 
"  against  religious  hypocrisy  in  America  "  and  "  to  oppose  temper- 
ance in  every  form,  and  the  so-called  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  which  makes  it 
its  chief  object  to  ruin  the  business  of  Iwnest  (?)  dealers  in  liquor 
and  beer."  It  has  accordingly  been  made  "  the  duty  of  each  mem- 
ber to  report  to  the  Liquor  Organization  the  name  of  every  tem- 
perance business  man,  and  each  one  was  exhorted  not  to  support 
in  any  manner,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  such  business  men. 
In  the  same  manner  are  all  these  newspapers  to  be  treated,  which, 
by  publishing  sermons,  lectures,  &c.,  work  in  favor  of  temperance 
and  these  religious  impostors  and  hypocrites,  and  bring  the  saloon 
keepers  before  the  public  as  offenders  against  the  well-being  of 
society." 

To  this  President  Boies  replies  in  a  circular  dated  Feb.  4th. 

"  The  rumsellershave  certainly  been  honest  in  this  proclamation 
of  their  platform ;  they  have  arrayed  themselves  against  civilization 
and  the  progress  of  the  age ;  they  have  openly  declared  war  upon 
Christianity  t 

It  is  time  that  every  one  who  cannot  support  their  platform 
should  rally  to  the  defence  of  humanity.  These  men  have  now 
changed  their  organization  into  a  secret  society  called  the  "  Sons 
of  Malta,"  and  parade  our  streets  at  midnight  in  disguise. 

Most  of  the  pastors  of  the  city  will  read  the  above  extract  from 
their  pulpit  to-morrow,  and  preach  a  sermon  upon  temperance  in 
the  evening,  and  you  are  earnestly  invited  to  take  such  notice  of 
it  as  seems  to  you  best  for  tho  public  good." 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Districts  in  Pennsylvania.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  Harrisburg,  the  following 
sub-division  of  the  State  was  made :  To  Nelson  F.  Evans,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, was  assigned  the  following  counties :  Chester,  Delaware, 
Philadelphia,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh,  Northampton,  Berks, 
Schuylkill,  Carbon  ;  to  II.  M.  Boies,  Scranton ;  Bradford,  Susque- 
hanna, Wyoming,  Wayne,  Pike,  Monroe,  Columbia,  Montour ;  to 
James  McCormick,  Jr.,  Harrisburg ;  Mifflin,  Juniata,  Perry,  Fulton, 
Franklin,  Adams,  York,  Cumberland,  Dauphin,  Lebanon,  Lancas- 
ter, Snyder,  Union,  Northumberland ;  to  James  A.  Beaver,  Belle- 
fonte ;  Potter,  Tioga,  Cameron,  Clinton,  Lycoming,  Sullivan,  Clear- 
field, Centre,  Huntington  and  Blair ;  to  C.  C.  Shirk,  Erie ;  Craw- 
ford, Mercer,  Erie,  Warren,  McEean,  Venango,  Forest,  Elk,  Jeffer- 
son, Clarion ;  to  Thomas  H.  Rabe,  Pittsburgh ;  Lawrence,  Beaver, 
Butler,  Armstrong,  Indiana,  Cambria,  Westmoreland,  Allegheny, 
Washington,  Greene,  Fayette,  Somerset  and  Bedford.  The  chair- 
man to  have  a  general  supervision  of  the  whole  work. 

This  sub-division  of  the  State  has  been  indicated  in  a  circular 
sent  to  all  the  Associations.  The  Committee  add :  "  We  hope 
each  Association  will  at  once  place  itself  in  communication  with 
the  member  of  the  committee  in  whose  district  it  is  located.  We 
desire  to  have  a  public  meeting,  if  practicable,  in  each  Association 
during  the  winter,  to  be  arranged  for  by  the  Association)-  ena  the 
Executive  Committee." 
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Encouraging  activity  in  New  Haven.  The  daily 
Prayer  Meeting.  A  Revival. — The  annual  report  of  the 
President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  New  Haven,  Mr.  J.  H.  Starkweather, 
will  be  read  with  interest  by  all  engaged  in  our  work.  We  quote 
the  following  paragraphs : 

"Since  our  last  annual  meeting,  we  have  received  fifty-four 
members,  making  the  present  number  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
four. 

Our  pleasant  reading-room  has  been  much  frequented,  and  the 
attendance  is  increasing.  Young  men  are  found  in  it  at  all  hours 
of  the  day,  and  in  the  evening  the  number  is  large,  so  that  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  supply  them  all  with  late  reading  matter 
from  our  files.  The  attendance  has  averaged  through  the  year 
about  eighty-five  daily.  This  is  the  only  free  reading-room  in  the 
city. 

Our  devotional  meetings  have  been  very  numerous,  the  total 
number,  including  preaching  services,  being  about  nine  hundred. 
The  Monday  evening  prayer  meeting  for  young  men,  established 
at  the  organization  of  the  Association,  has  outgrown  the  limits  of 
the  smaller  room  where  it  has  long  been  held,  and  since  the  early 
part  of  summer  has  been  conducted  in  the  large  room.  The  union 
daily  noon  prayer  meeting  has  now  become  well  established  and 
deserves  special  notice.  The  attendance  has  been  large  throughout 
the  year,  having  at  one  time  in  the  spring  reached  250,  and  it  is 
now  from  thirty  to  forty  daily.  The  meeting  has  been  character- 
ized by  great  spirituality,  freedom  and  power,  and  many  have  tes- 
tified to  the  benefit  they  have  experienced  from  it." 

The  meeting  sustained  in  the  school  house  at  Allingtown  has 
been  greatly  blessed.  Those  who  came  to  scoff  have  remained  to 
pray,  and  S3  persons  have  been  hopefully  converted  through  this 
meeting.     . 

During  the  winter,  in  co-operation  with  the  ministers  of  New 
Haven,  preaching  services  were  held  in  Music  Hall  every  Sunday 
evening,  and  during  the  summer  these  were  exchanged  for  open 
air  services  on  the  steps  of  the  Court  House,  and  in  Custom  House 
square. 

"The  total  number  of  conversions  reported  during  the  year,  in 
connection  with  our  various  meetings,  is  about  fifty.  Occasional 
meetings  have  also  been  held  in  other  parts  of  the  city  and  in 
neighboring  towns. 

About  58,000  pages  of  religious  reading  matter  have  been  freely 
distributed,  besides  about  15,000  Scripture  cards. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  "  Ways  and  Means"  shows  that 
the  Lord  has  liberally  and  fully  met  our  need  in  the  matter  of 
funds.  We  believe  this  is  in  answer  to  our  prayers;  as  much 
so  as  if,  without  solicitation,  the  money  had  been  deposited  in  the 
Donation  Box  in  our  rooms.  There  has  been  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining money  when  asked  for,  and  our  Christian  brethren  and 
sisters  in  this  city  have  given  freely  and  unhesitatingly. 

The  balance  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was 
9171.37;  the  amount  since  received  from  all  sources,  $1,830.22; 
the  total  expenditures,  $1,868.53 ;  leaving  a  balance  now  in  the 
treasury  of  $185.06.  There  are  besides,  uncollected  subscriptions 
amounting  to  about  $100." 

To  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Association,  two  changes  have 
lately  been  made,  (1)  christian  women  have  been  admitted  to  mem- 
berships ;  (9)  the  number  of  Directors  has.  been  reduced  from  14  to 
7,  making  the  Board  less  unwieldy. 

The  officers  for  1870—71  are :  President,  J.  H.  Starkweather,  45 
Clark  street ;  Tiee-Pretident,  C.  B.  Whittelsey,  228  Chapel  street ; 
Secretary,  Charles  E.  Upson,  Association  Booms ;  Treasurer,  Wil- 
bur F.  Day,  National  New  Haven  Bank. 

The  New  Rooms  in  Portland,  Me.,  were  formally  open- 
ed Jan.  26th,  John  Bussell,  Esq.,  the  President,  in  the  chair.    The 

Portland  Mirror  says: 

Short  addressee  were  made  by  Messrs.  Chase,  Coffin,  Curtis, 
Lord,  Stnrdivant,  Rev.  Messrs.  Harrison  Shailer,  and  Smith. 


Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  the  Hall  was  well 
filled.  The  Association  has  made  a  most  favorable  change.  These 
rooms  are  all  on  the  second  floor,  accessible  by  an  easy  flight  of 
stairs,  independent  of  each  other,  neatly  furnished  and  lighted 
by  gas.  The  audience  room  will  accommodate  300  or  more. 
There  are  four  other  rooms — for  Library,  Association,  Beading  and 
Reception :  The  latter  is  neatly  furnished.  These  apartments  are 
well  lighted,  and  open  into  the  hall.  The  expedition  as  well  as 
taste  with  which  these  rooms  have  been  made  ready  is  worthy  of 
all  praise,  to  no  small  share  of  which  we  think  Mr.  Chase  is  en- 
titled. In  the  entire  sixteen  years'  history  of  the  P.  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
not  forgetting  its  first  luxurious  and  spacious  rooms  in  Fox  Block, 
it  has  never  been  so  well  accommodated  as  now." 


An  Incident  front  lite  Open- Air  Service.  The  Seed 
Falls  on  Good  Ground.  The  following  interesting  letter 
was  lately  received  by  Mr.  B.  H.  Cornwell,  Sftretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  Somerville,  Mass. 

Liverpool,  England,  Nov.  1, 1870. 

Dear  Brother  in  Jesus  : — 1  know  that  you  will  be  surprised 
when  yon  get  this  letter,  and  wonder  who  I  am.  But  as  I  feel  so 
sure  that  we  are  to  be  acquainted  hereafter  in  heaven  I  venture  to 
write  to  you  now.  How  kind  the  Lord  God  has  been  to  me,  a 
poor  old  gray  headed  sinner !  I  never  knew  how  to  pray  or  how 
to  enjoy  myself  in  all  those  years,  until  Jesus  came  to  my  heart 
on  board  the  ship  coming  over  to'  Liverpool.  I  was  years  seeking 
after  this  great  salvation.  But  now  I  am  filled  with  joy  unspeak- 
able, as  the  holy  writer  says.  You  may  remember  me  how  on  the 
top  of  that  high  hill  in  Somerville,  when  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  held  their  last  meeting  (I  suppose  it  was  the  last, 
as  the  men  who  talked  said  so),  I  raised  my  hand  at  your  invita- 
tion. I  felt  guilty,  oh  I  so  sorrowful  when  I  heard  the  speaking, 
and  I  wanted  to  know  more  of  Jesus.  I  know  that  all  you  young 
folks  said,  when  you  saw  me  walk  off  after  raising  my  old  hand, 
that  I  was  a  wicked  and  perverse  old  sinner,  and  I  thought  so  too, 
but  I  felt  too  bad  to  talk.  I  went  on  board  the  ship  Victoria,  and 
started  the  next  morning  for  Havre,  and  then  came  here.  But 
those  burning  words  saying  farewell  to  the  meeting,  and  "  Come 
to  Jesus  just  now  "  made  me  wretched.  I  could  not  work.  I  was 
a  poor  stick  until  I  ssid  it  is  of  no  use,  I  will  have  religion  any- 
how, and  I  told  the  sailors  and  officers  of  the  ship  so.  My  ship- 
mates laughed  some.  At  last  one  night  as  I  was  searching  the 
Scriptures  for  the  cure  I  needed,  that  voice,  oh,  so  good  1  which 
had  said,  you  are  a  great  gray  headed  sinner,  came  and  said  plain- 
ly to  my  soul  "  thy  sins  are  forgiven,"  just  as  dear  Jesus  said,  so  I 
rejoiced  and  told  everybody  that  I  had  found  Jesus,  and  they 
didn't  laugh  any  more.  I  talked  night  and  day,  until  two  of  my 
companions  came  to  Jesus,  and  the  good  Lord  gave  them  the  snme 
peace  which  he  had  given  to  me.  Oh,  how  unsearchable  are  His 
riches  I  We  all  love  Jesus,  and  1  want  to  bless  and  pray  for  all 
those  dear  young  men  who  stood  up  that  night  for  the  Saviour.  I 
thought  that  I  must  write  and  tell  you.  1  am  going  to  Calcutta, 
and  my  two  companions  are  going  in  the  same  ship,  and  we  will 
read  and  sing  and  pray  to  our  dear  Saviour,  when  we  are  on  watch 
just  as  we  used  to  sing  and  talk  about  worldly  and  foolish  things. 
Pray  for  me  and  meet  me  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  with  your  crown  full 
of  diamond  gems. 

Your  Christian  brother, 

Aleuetbieb  La  Monda. 

Front  Oakham,  Mass.,  a  member  of  the  association  writes : 
"  Our  association  is  doing  a  good  work.  The  Chelsea  convention 
and  the  county  convention  at  Spencer  gave  us  new  life.  We  are 
holding  one  or  two  neighborhood-meetings  weekly.  The  people 
open  their  doors  to  us,  and  urge  us  to  come  again.  The  Spirit  is 
indeed  with  us.  In  one  family,  two  daughters  became  Christians, 
and  the  father,  who  was  once  a  member  of  the  church,  but  was  ex- 
pelled for  drunkenness.  He  has  now  forsaken  all  for  Christ." 
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Tlie  State  Committee  at  Work  in  New  York.    The 

Executive  Committee  of  the  State  of  New  York  met  last  Novem- 
ber and  divided  the  State  into  districts  for  visitation.  They  make 
it  their  duty  at  present  to  gather  detailed  information  regarding 
existing  associations  which  the  reports  to  the  Conventions  cannot 
furnish,  and  in  every  way  possible  to  stimulate  to  new  activity.  As 
a  practical  instance  of  their  mode  of  working :  at  Auburn  an 
evening  was  chosen  on  consultation  with  the  officers  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, who  then  issued  a  circular  of  invitation  to  every  member. 
At  the  meeting  the  President  of  the  association  took  the  chair,  and 
called  upon  the  officers  and  Committees  to  report  just  what  they 
were  now  doing  and  their  plans  for  the  immediate  future,  and  the 
members  of  the  State  Committee  who  were  present  asked  ques- 
tions and  offered  many  suggestions  that  the  experience  gained  in 
other  Associations  might  prompt.  The  meeting  was  informal  and 
conversational  in  character,  and  at  the  close  simple  refreshments 
were  served.  The«ffect  of  the  gathering  upon  the  Association  was 
good  in  bringing  them  together  in  unusually  large  numbers  and 
laying  distinctly  before  them  the  present  work  and  needs  of  their 
own  and  other  associations. 

Whenever  practicable  these  meetings  are  held  at  the  time  of  the 
regular  monthly  or  quarterly  meeting  of  the  association.  Mr. 
Erskine  Uhl,  one  of  the  Committee,  made  a  trip  among  the  Associ- 
ations in  the  northern  part  ot  the  state  in  January,  and  found  them 
all  actively  eugaged  in  various  departments  of  our  work.  He 
also  visited  several  places  whore  he  hoped  associations  might  be 
formed.  At  Gouverneur  he  met  with  very  cheering  success.  A 
union  meeting  of  the  churches  was  well  attended,  and  earnest 
discussion  was  held,  the  pastors  giving  their  cordial  sympathy, 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  on  the  spot  to  organize  an  associa- 
tion. We  hope  soon  to  hear  of  other  new  associations  in  that  re- 
gion, in  places  where  the  matter  was  left  under  the  consideration 
of  the  young  men. 

The  committee  intend  to  enter  more  systematically  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  new  associations  at  some  future  time.  They  consid- 
er that  the  canvass  of  existing  associations  demands  their  atten- 
tion first,  and  hope  by  comparing  notes  to  get  a  clearer  idea  of  the 
condition  of  the  work  in  the  state  than  ever  before,  and  to  be  bet- 
ter prepared  with  suggestions  regarding  its  progress. 

The  closer  sympathy  and  union  established  by  their  visits  be- 
tween the  different  associations,  many  of  them  far  apart  and  hitherto 
little  acquainted  with  one  another,  will  also  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage. 

Tlie  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Poughkcepsie  Asso- 
ciation read  at  the  annual  meeting  last  fall  by  John  I.  Piatt,  Esq  , 
President,  states  that  the  membership  of  the  association  is  184. 
The  ro-furnishingof  the  rooms  has  caused  an  increased  attendance 
which  averages  from  100  to  150  daily.  The  library  contain*  584 
books.  A  proposition  from  the  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York 
city  to  co-operate  in  establishing  a  branch  of  that  extensive  library 
in  Poughkeepsie  has  been  accepted  by  the  association. 

The  building  fund  has  been  increased  to  $5,500.  The  weekly 
Youug  Men's  Prayer  meetings,  the  Sunday  School,  and  the  meet- 
ing at  Faith  chapel,  the  city  Alms  House  and  various  places  about 
Poughkeepsie  have  been  encouragingly  sustained. 

The  officers  for  the  present  year  are  President,  Mitchell  Down- 
big  ;  Vice-President,  Geo.  Hannah ;  S.crcttrics,  J.  N.  H.  Miller, 
and  G.  W.  Candee ;  Treasurer,  P.  W  Pugsley ;  Librarian,  Thos. 
Harford ;  Executive  Committee,  M.  Downing,  E.  Uhl,  J.  I.  Piatt. 

At  M alone,  N.  Y.,  prayer  meetings  every  two  weeks  are 
sustained  in  six  outlying  districts,  and  a  weekly  meeting  in  four 
others.  A  slip  is  printed  entitled  "  appointments  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A." 
On  this  is  given  the  name  of  each  district  with  dates  of  the 
meetings  for  a  month  and  opposite  each  date  the  names  of  two 
members  of  the  Association  who  are  responsible  for  attending  to 
the  service.  Any  unable  to  fill  the  appointment  must  procure  a 
substitute. 


Mews  of  Associations. 

Activity  and  Growth  in  New  Brunswick.  The  third 
annual  report  of  the  New  Brunswick  Association  is  an  encourag- 
ing one.  131  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library,  which  now 
contaias  2,000  books.  The  smallest  number  drawn  in  any  one 
month  has  been  250. 

The  noon-day  prayer-meeting  was  organized  Dec.  20,  1808.  By 
the  4th  of  January  the  rooms  became  so  crowded  that  the  meeting 
had  to  move  to  the  Lecture  room  of  the  Baptist  Church.  There 
it  continued  from  day  to  day  until  the  4th  of  April,  when  it  was 
resumed  at  the  rooms  and  continued  till  June  4th,  when  the  final 
solemn,  crowded  session  was  held.  During  the  winter  and  spring 
the  Sunday  afternoon  prayer-meetings  were  held  in  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  like  those  held  at  noon  were  thronged  with 
serious  and  earnest  worshippers.  Many  conversions  resulted  from 
these  meetings. 

The  Tuesday  afternoon  meeting  now  fills  the  rooms  and  is  ex- 
ceedingly interesting.  The  Christian  students  of  Rutgers'  college 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  interest  add  success  of  all  these 
meetings. 

The  course  of  lectures  last  year  netted  $55  25,  and  the  result  of 
the  highly  successful  course  this  year,  under  the  management  of 
Prof.  Atherton,  will  probably  exceed  this  sum.  The  proceeds  will 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  Library. 

Interesting  and  instructive  free  lectures  have  been  given  by  J. 
K.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  Dr.  Geo.  H.  Cook  and  others.  A  concert  and  fair 
have  yielded  a  considerable  revenue  to  the  association.  An  even- 
ing-school has  been  opened  and  already  numbers  over  50  pupils. 

The  building  fund  now  amounts  to  $3,400. 

After  these  encouraging  facts  had  been  recounted  at  the  late  an- 
nual meeting  by  the  President,  Dr.  English,  excellent  addresses 
weredelivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  R.  H.  Steele,  of  the  Reformed,  Rev.  H. 
r*  Smith,  of  the  Baptist,  Rev.  W.  V.  Kelly,  of  the  M.  E.,  and  Rev. 
A.  D.  L.  Jewett,  of  the  Presbyterian  churches. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  1871 ;  President,  David  C. 
English,  M.  D;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  V.  M.  W.  Suydam,  E.  B. 
Wickes  and  D.  F.  R.  Runyon ;  Treasurer,  P.  Langdon ;  Secretaries, 
P.  Cook  and  E.  Spencer. 


A  Liberal  Donation  Wisely  Expended.  Mr.  Henry 
McCormick,  of  Harrisbnrgh,  Pa.,  lately  donated  to  the  Y.  M.  C  A. 
of  that  city  $1,000  to  add  to  the  usefulness  and  attractiveness  of 
its  rooms.  The  money  has  been  very  judiciously  expended,  and  the 
State  Journal  of  Harrisburgh  thus  describes  the  result : 

"  A  person  who  has  not  visited  the  room  within  the  last  week 
is  bewildered  at  the  change.  A  new  matting  on  the  floor  and 
handsome  book-case  26  feet  long,  containing  six  shelves,  extend- 
ing its  entire  length  with  drawers,  glasses  and  doors,  furnishing 
ample  accommodation  for  the  17,000  volumes  of  biography,  travel 
and  adventure,  etc.,  embraced  in  the  library.  A  reading-table  ad- 
joins the  windows  capable  of  seating  12  persons,  with  an  incline 
facing  the  reader,  and  partitions  divided  off  for  the  placing  of  mag- 
azines and  periodicals.  Two  other  tables  occupy  positions  in  the 
room,  on  which  papers  are  placed  at  the  free  use  of  visitors.  A 
desk  has  been  stationed  at  one  end  of  the  room  for  the  use  of  per- 
sons desirous  of  writing  or  corresponding,  and  a  rack  or  newspaper 
file,  of  new  and  convenient  design,  erected  for  the  filing  of  papers. 
The  room  is  adorned  with  a  number  of  pictures  handsomely  framed, 
and  Scriptural  mottoes,  arranged  along  the  walls.  The  gaslights 
have  been  supplied  with  new  shades  and  burners.  Tlie  adjoining 
room,  used  for  regular  meetings,  has  also  been  handsomely  fitted 
up  and  supplied  with  a  new  matting.  Different  scriptural  mottoes 
adorn  the  walls,  and  the  room  presents  an  attractive  and  inviting 
appearance.  Prayer-meetings  are  held  every  morning  in  this  room, 
commencing  at  8  o'clock,  to  which  the  public  are  cordially  invited. 

Great  good  has  been  accomplished  during  their  career  by  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  we  are  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  donation  of  Mr.  McCormick  has  placed  it  on  a  sure  and 
safe  foundation.  The  association  is  rapidly  increasing  in  member- 
ship, and  is  more  prosperous  than  at  any  period  of  its  existence. 
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The  Revival  in  Lafayette  College.— Tim  Lafayette 
Monthly,  published  by  the  senior  class  in  Lafayette  College,  at 
Easton,  Pa.,  contains  a  deeply  interesting  account  of  the  recent 
blessed  revival  in  that  institution.  The  daily  prayer-meeting  was 
largely  attended,  and  some  interest  among  the  unconverted  noticed 
early  in  the  fall.  But  no  manifestation  of  it  was  made  until 
shortly  after  the  return  of  the  delegates  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Con- 
vention at  Scranton.  When  they  told  of  the  interest  in  Scranton, 
and  of  what  God  was  doing  there,  the  fire  that  had  been  kindling 
for  weeks  burst  forth  into  a  flame.  Christians  became  very  much 
in  earnest,  and  prayed  much  for  their  unconverted  companions, 
and  spoke  to  them  on  the  subject  of  personal  religion.  The  sud- 
den death  of  one  of  the  youngest,  brightest,  and  most  genial  of 
our  number  no  doubt  deepened  the  serious  impressions  already 
made  on  the  minds  of  some. 

Meantime,  Rev.  Mr.  Mutchmore,  of  Philadelphia,  was  invited 
by  President  Cattell,  at  the  request  of  the  Brainerd  Society,  to 
preach  to  the  students.  He  came  on  the  Qth  of  December,  and 
staid  till  December  24th,  preaching  in  chapel  every  evening  and 
on  Sabbath  afternoon. 

Nearly  every  student  was  awakened.  There  were  only  thirty 
who  did  not  openly  confess  their  interest.  The  whole  number  of 
inquiries  was  eighty-four.  Thirty-one  united  with  the  Brainerd 
church  Sunday,  December  18th,  but  a  larger  number  preferred  to 
connect  themselves  with  churches  at  home.  All,  however,  desired 
to  make  some  public  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  chapel,  on  December  18th,  at  a  very  solemn  and  im- 
pressive service,  sixty  of  the  students  gave  public  assent  to  a  de- 
claration of  their  faith  read  by  President  fattell.  At  the  same 
time  the  Brainerd  Society,  composed  of  those  students  who  are 
members  of  the  church,  arose  and  assented  to  a  devout  declaration 
of  their  "  gratitude  for  the  gracious  visitation  of  the  Holy  Spirit," 
of  their  "  fuller  consecration  to  the  service  of  Christ,"  and  of  their 
"  covenant  to  walk  with  these  our  fellow-students  as  becometh 
heirs  of  grace."  During  the  winter  the  prayer-meetings  have  been 
very  well  attended. 

As  all  feel  the  importance  of  having  the  Christians  in  college 
more  closely  united  in  organizations  of  some  kind,  and  as  there 
is  no  college  church,  it  is  proposed  to  form  a  "  Christian  Brother- 
hood "  on  the  basis  of  the  Brainerd  Society. 

Tlie  Milwaukee  (W\s.)  Association,  we  rejoice  to  an- 
nounce, has  been  happily  reorganized.  A  correspondent  writes : 
"Old  debts  have  been  liquidated,  and  the  prospects  are  good  for 
effective  work.  The  Society  has  not  yet  secured  rooms.  Our 
prayer-meetings  are  held  in  one  of  the  churches.  Committees  on 
devotional  exercises,  visitation  of  the  sick,  employment  and  board- 
ing-houses, are  at  work.  There  appears  to  be  a  good  disposition 
to  proceed  carefully,  keep  out  of  debt,  and  for  the  present  to  limit 
our  work  to  young  men.  The  officers  are :  President,  8.  L.  Fuller ; 
Vice-President,  A.  P.  Redfield ;  Secretary,  J.  O.  Myers ;  Treasurer, 
B.  F.  Copeland." 

Tlie  Work  of  the  Tear  in  Buffalo.— A  "  general  social 
meeting,"  of  an  interesting  character,  was  held  in  the  rooms  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Tuesday  evening,  February  7th.  Two  hundred  per- 
sons were  present.  Mr.  Q.  W.  Leonard,  of  Auburn,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  B.  S.  Holmes,  of  that  city,  represented  the  State  Executive 
Committee.  Our  Young  MeiCs  Paper  published  by  the  Buffalo 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  gives  the  following  abstract  of  Secretary  J.  G.  Jen- 
kins's report :    • 

Moro  than  fifty-two  prayer-meetings  have  been  held  at  our 
mission-rooms  on  Evans  street  during  the  year,  with  an  average 
attendance  at  each  meeting  of  forty  persons.  19,750  copies  of  Our 
Young  Metis  Paper"  have  been  distributed  through  hotels, 
saloons,  boarding-houses,  stores,  etc.,  and  in  our  mission  work, 
Blnqp  October  1st,  1870.    Thirty-three  lodgings  and  meals  have 


been  furnished  to  destitute  young  men.  Through  one  of  our  ac 
tive  members,  situations  have  been  found  for  about  fifty  of  the 
many  strangers  who  have  applied  at  our  rooms.  A  Young  Men's 
Prayer-meeting  has  recently  been  inaugurated,  and  is  now  held 
each  Thursday  evening  at  our  rooms.  Our  daily  noon-day  prayer- 
meeting  has  been  regularly  held  during  the  year. 

Bev.  C.  E.  Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  and  Hon.  J.  O.  Putnam,  made 
addresses.  The  audience  were  then  invited  to  an  entertainment 
in  an  adjoining  room  hospitably  prepared  by  the  ladies  of  the 
"  Woman's  Christian  Association." 


WOMEN'S    ASSOCIATIONS. 

Tfie  Twelfth  Year  of  the  Ladies'  Christian  Union 
of  New-York.  At  the  Young  Women's  Home  of  this  Union, 
established  to  provide  for  respectable  young  women,  at  a  moderate 
price  of  board,  the  protection  of  a  Christian  Home,  215  have 
been  received  during  1870,  and  85  are  at  present  members  of  the 
family.  These  are  engaged  in  the  various  occupations  of  seam- 
stresses, teachers,  pupils  at  school  of  design,  copyists,  book 
keepers,  etc.  TUrough  the  year  they  have  been  well  supplied 
with  employment.  Of  those  admitted  to  the  Home  preference 
is  always  given  to  the  younger,  and  to  those  receiving  smallest 
compensation.  At  this  home,  family  worship,  the  prayer-circle, 
and  Bible-class  each  have  a  place,  and  have  been  attended  by  the 
divine  blessing.  Entertainments  at  the  Home  itself  have  been 
found  to  be  less  attractive  and  desired  than  tickets  to  entertain- 
ments given  elsewhere,  so  that  the  committee  to  whom  this  mat- 
ter was  intrusted  have  favored  the  lattec,  plan.  Such  tickets 
would  be  heartily  appreciated ;  and  if  the  want  was  generally 
known,  we  believe  many  tickets  would  be  given  for  this  object. 

The  receipts  of  the  year  have  been  $27,622,  and  the  expenses, 
$27,073.  This  includes  $8,000  paid  on  the  mortgage  resting  on 
the  Home,  (a  balance  of  only  $5,000  now  remains  of  this  mortgage,) 
and  $15,571  for  house  expenses  of  the  Home. 

These  Christian  ladies  want  and  should  have  funds  to  put  a 
mansard  roof  on  their  building,  that  they  may  accommodate  more 
in  their  attractive  Christian  Home. 

The  Young  Ladies'  Branch  of  the  Ladies'  Christian 
Union  of  New- York  was  formed  in  January,  1870,  by  a  number  of 
young  ladies,  with  the  design  of  benefiting  young  women  de- 
pendent on  their  own  exertions  for  support.  The  plan  proposed 
was  to  assist  thiB  class  by  securing  for  them  safe  boarding  places 
in  private  families,  employment,  church  privileges,  and  intellectual 
improvement. 

The  Association  now  numbers  100  members,  and  has  received 
nearly  $1,800.  A  pleasant,  commodious  room  has  buen  secured  at 
Nos.  47  and  49  University  Place,  corner  of  Eleventh  street,  which 
has  been  tastefully  fitted  up,  and  here  some  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  daily  present  to  welcome  any  young  women  who  may 
apply  for  information  respecting  board  or  employment. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  ladies  to  visit  the  room  of  the 
"  Young  Ladies'  Branch"  at  any  time,  and  donations  are  earnestly 
solicited  for  the  Library,  of  readable  books,  daily  and  weekly  papers 
and  periodicals ;  also  paintings  and  engravings,  that  the  room  may 
be  rendered  as  attractive  and  homelike  as  possible. 

Persons  desiring  to  give  orders  for  work,  or  to  secure  the  services 
of  any  young  woman  as  artist,  teacher,  seamstress  or  saleswoman, 
are  invited  to  call  at  the  Branch  Room,  (or  to  communicate  by 
note  addressed  to  "  Employment  Committee,")  47  and  49  Univer- 
sity Place.  

Patient  Enthusiasm.  The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
"  Woman's  Christian  Association,"  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  has  lately  been 
issued  in  pamphlet  form,  and  Is  full  of  thou,  ,'itful  suggestion. 
The  work  at  the  Working- Women's  Homo  has  been  prosecuted 
with  patient  and  persevering  earnestness,  and  116  boarders  have 
been  accommodated.  The  charge  per  week  is  $8.50,  and  no  one 
who  is  earning  more  than  $6  per  week  can  be  admitted. 
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How  to  secure  to  and  for  women  the  work  best  suited  for  them  is 
*  question  that  constantly  meets  the  devoted  Christian  ladies  en- 
gaged in  this  noble  enterprise.  They  are  patiently  seeking  the 
lessons  taught  by  the  experience  of  the  past  two  years.  They  are 
making  every  effort  to  secure  a  building  of  their  own,  as  one  means 
necessary  to  the  highest  usefulness  of  the  institution.  One  of  their 
number,  Mrs.  Judge  Taft,  at  their  late  quarterly  meeting,  read  an 
excellent  paper  on  woman's  work,  urging  with  persuasive  force, 
the  necessity  of  establishing,  in  connection  with  this  enterprise, 
an  industrial  school,  where  women  could  receive  much-needed 
instruction  in  sewing,  care  of  the  sick,  telegraphing,  reporting, 
and  other  arts  which  they  are  particularly  apt  in  learning.  We 
hope  at  a  future  time  to  place  before  our  readers  a  fuller  report  of 
this  thoughtful  and  suggestive  address. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

A  Building  Fund  for  Halifax.  Interesting  An. 
nual  Meeting.  This  meeting  was  held  January  28.  From 
the  Annual  Report  it  appears  that  no  less  than  twenty-four  new 
Associations  have  been  formed  in  the  Province  during  the  year. 
The  attendance  at  the  Bible-class  and  prayer-meetings  held  in  the 
rooms  at  Halifax  has  been  much  larger  that  ever  before.  There 
are  2,300  volumes  in  the  library,  which  are  taken  home  and  read 
by  the  members  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  per  day.  126  were  admitted 
as  members  during  the  year,  and  there  are  now  541  on  the  roll. 
During  the  summer  season,  open-air  services  had  been  held  wher- 
ever opportunity  offered,  and  great  numbers  of  religious  tracts 
had  been  distributed.*'  A  handsome  cabinet  organ  for  the  use  of 
this  Association  has  been  procured.  The  Financial  Report  showed 
a  balance  of  $148.61  due  to  the  Treasurer.  The  following  officers 
were  elected :  J.  B.  Morrow,  President ;  Dr.  Slayter,  W.  B.  McNutt, 
W.  H.  Wiswell,  D.  Blackwood,  M.  M.  Lindsay,  and  R.  N.  Beckwith, 
Vice-Presidents ;  S.  H.  Black,  Treasurer ;  A.  W.  Eaton,  Secretary. 

The  Building  Fund.  J.  S.  Maclean,  Esq.,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Building  Committee,  said  that  a  new  building  was  an  absolute 
necessity ;  that  the  Committee  were  negotiating  for  a  site,  but 
they  wanted  funds,  and  could  do  nothing  till  these  were  provided. 
He  called  upon  the  meeting  to  pledge  themselves  to  aid  in  (he 
erection  of  a  new  bailding.  The  response  surprised  even  Mr. 
Maclean  himself,  for  all  commenced  to  speak  at  once  and  all  to 
the  point,  and  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  amount  of 
43,220  was  subscribed  in  sums  from  five  dollars  and  upwards. 


ssociaiicm. 

organization  a  year  ago  SI  members  enrolled  their  names.  Now 
there  are  on  the  roll  249  members.  The  reading-room  is  well 
furnished,  and  the  rooms  of  the  Association  are  becoming  a  centra 
of  attraction  to  young  men.  $ 600  has  been  raised  for  a  library. 
The  weekly  meetings  and  a  Bible  class  have  been  well  sustained, 
and  a  good  course  of  lectures  furnished.  The  Society  in  its 
finances  is  a  little  embarrassed,  having  incurred  a  debt  of  about 
$100.  The  officers  for  the  year  are  :  Mr.  Henry  Fry,  re-elected 
President ;  Messrs.  D.  Wilkie,  C.  P.  Champion,  Vice-Presidents ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Thomson,  Treasurer ;  Mr.  Wm.  Ahem,  Secretary. 

At  St.  Catharine?*,  Ont.,  the  Tract  Committee  of  the 
Association  have  lately  adopted  a  system  of  tract  distribution 
which  they  think  will  be  very  successful.  They  have  divided  the 
town  into  thirteen  districts,  each  of  which  is  in  charge  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  who  is  responsible  for  the  work  in  his  dis- 
trict. It  is  required  that  every  house  in  a  district  be  visited  and 
tracts  left  with  the  inmates,  at  least  once  a  month.  Some  of  the 
Committee  have  secured  the  assistance  of  some  ladies  in  visiting 
their  districts. 

The  members  of  the  Association  who  have  charge  of  a  Mission 
Sunday-School,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  having 
found  the  place  in  which  they  hold  it  to  be  unsuitable,  a  sum  of 
money  was  subscribed  by  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  a  lot  has  been  purchased  and  a  small  building  erected 
thereon  for  the  school. 


The  Tear's  Work  in  Dartmouth,  JV.  8.  From  the 
various  reports  submitted  at  the  late  annual  meeting,  it  appears 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  Association  during  the  past  year  have 
been  $130.46,  and  its  receipts  $132.51.  The  library  contains 
already  some  800  volumes,  and  the  reading-room  is  well  sup- 
plied with  periodicals,  and  both  places  are  resorted  to  by  the 
young  men  of  Dartmouth.  A  prayer-meeting  is  held  every  Sun- 
day afternoon,  with  an  average  attendance  of  nearly  100.  A  Bible 
class  is  held  every  Thursday  evening,  and  a  prayer-meeting  after 
it.  A  literary  meeting  is  held  on  Friday  evenings,  at  which  essays 
are  read  and  interesting  questions  discussed  with  spirit. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  Pre- 
sident, Chas.  Robson;  Vice-Presidents,  Daniel  Robson,  Alex. 
Lawlor,  S.  Chesley,  and  J.  W  Johnston;  Secretary,  Matthew 
Knight ;  Treasurer,  Peter  Enhn ;  Librarian,  S.  Crimp  ;  Com- 
mittee J.  Black,  R.  Smith,  B.  Weston,  E.  Thome,  J.  Angwin,  J. 
Carter.  B.  Russell,  and  R.  Rents. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  meeting  pointed  and  effective  addresses 
were  made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hunt,  Rev.  Mr.  Richardson,  Rev.  Mr. 
Falconer,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Paisley. 

First  Anniversary  in  Quebec.  On  this  occasion  the 
President,  Mr.  Henry  Fry,  stated  in  his  report  that  at  the  time  of 


At  Drummondville,  Ont.,  the  Association  has  been  dor- 
mant for  some  time,  but  on  the  16th  December,  a  public  meeting 
was  held,  which  was  addressed  by  fonr  members  «f  the  St. 
Catharine's  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  they  have  since  reorganized  and  hope 
to  do  a  good  work.  President,  Geo.  Garner ;  Secretary,  Walter 
Kerr. 


At  Wetland,  Ont.,  an  Association  was  organized  on  the 
3d  of  February,  with  the  assistance  of  several  members  of  the 
St.  Catharine's  Association.  They  have  elected  officers,  who  are 
endeavoring  to  push  the  work  vigorously.  There  was  an  Asso. 
elation  here  about  a  year  ago,  which  failed  from  want  of  workers, 
but  as  they  have  more  active  men  now,  there  is  a  good  prospect  of 
success.    President,  Dr.  Youmans. 


From  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia.  Mr.  W.  H.  Blanchard 
writes:  "Our  late  annual  meeting  was  small,  but  interesting  and 
lively,  and  I  trust  the  Association  has  entered  on  a  year  of  enlarged 
usefulness  and  activity.'  One  of  the  fruits  of  the  work  of  last  year 
is  described  under  Incidents  from  the  Prayer-Meeting." 


A  Good  Work  in  Hamilton,  Ont.  Yearly  Report. 
The  Boys'  Home.  Three  times  during  the  last  three  years 
has  the  Hamilton  Association  changed  its  rooms,  and  each  time  for 
the  better — a  circumstance  that  points  to  a  steady  growth.  At- 
tendance has  been  good  at  the  ninety-six  meetings  of  the  year, 
classified  as  follows :  prayer-meetings,  gatherings  for  mutual  im- 
provement, business  and  public  meetings. 

800  books  are  on  the  shelves  of  the  library.  Members  have  dis- 
tributed 0,300  tracts  and  little  books  in  the  district,  and  about  2,000 
in  the  rooms,  a  total  of  about  11,000. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been  $1,612,  and  there  is  no  debt. 

Of  the  formation,  report  and  success  of  the  Boys'  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, we  have  already  given  a  full  account  in  a  previous  paper. 

Of  the  very  interesting  work  in  the  jail  we  shall  make  full  men- 
tion at  a  future  time.  Cottage  meetings  have  been  also  well  sus- 
tained. 

A  wry  »ucct*»fvi  night-tehoci  has  been  carried  on  for  over  a  year 
in  a  cottage  on  the  corner  of  King  William  and  Wentworth 
streets,  where  also  Sabbath  services  were  regularly  held,  attended 
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by  large  audiences,  many  of  whom  were  colored  people.  The  Park 
street  Baptist  Church  recently  made  proposals  to  the  executive 
committee  to  assume  sole  charge  of  that  locality,  and  it  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  resign  the  work  to  those  brethren,  who  under- 
took to  see  it  folly  carried  on  under  their  own  auspices.  No  other 
night-school  has  yet  been  established. 
But  we  would  call  special  attention  to 

THE  B0T8'  HOME. 

Hamilton  is  indebted  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  for 
two  of  her  charitable  institutions.  The  Female  Home  was  the 
first.  The  Boys'  Home  is  the  second.  In  1868  tho  authorities 
were  memorialized  to  reform  the  House  of  Industry,  which  had  be- 
come a  nursery  of  crime.  Prompt  measures  were  taken  and  the 
reform  effected.  "  Still,"  says  the  report, "  no  home  existed  for  our 
street  boys,  and  the  only  refuge  they  could  find  when  winter  drove 
them  from  the  streets  was  the  jail ;  here,  entering  in  the  autumn 
as  vagrants  merely,  they  were  thrown  into  the  very  vortex  of  evil, 
and  consequently  emerged  in  spring  fully  fledged  for  a  life  of  crime. 

"  At  our  association  prayer-meetings  their  destitute  case  was  laid 
before  a  throne  of  mercy.  A  public  meeting  was  at  last  called, 
when  a  carefully  compiled  report  of  the  whole  subject  was  laid  be- 
fore those  present,  and  a  large  and  influential  committee  appointed 
to  establish  a  Boys'  Home  in  Hamilton  without  further  delay.  We 
have  now  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  a  suitable  building  has  been 
secured,  a  superintendent  and  matron  engaged,  and  sufficient  funds 
collected  to  open  the  institution  at  an  early  date,  upon  'a  Bound 
practical  basis." 

Summing  up  the  yearly  report  of  this  vigorous  association,  the 
President,  Mr._A  J.  McKenzie,  says : 

"  Our  influence  for  good  in  the  community  has  been  abundantly 
recognized  by  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  city  pastors  generally, 
on  all  occasions  when  their  help  and  counsel  have  been  needed,  and 
we  pray  that  no  cause  may  ever  be  given  by  our  Association  for  a 
withdrawal  of  that  confidence  with  which  we  have  hitherto  been 
favored.  Last,  though  by  no  means  the  least  important  cause  of 
gratitude,  we  thankfully  record  that  no  branch  of  our  mission  work 
has  ever  failed,  or  has  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  a  lack  of 
laborers." 

The  officers  for  the  present  year  are:  President,  A.  J.  McKenzie  ; 
Vice-Presidents,  P.  L.  Spencer,  Sheriff  Thomas,  Thomas  Bale,  and 
George  A.  Young ;  Treasurer,  James  Bancroft ;  Secretaries,  J.  C. 
Bale  and  George  Black. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  mission  work : 

Bible-Classes »150 

Night  Schools 80 

Cottage  Meetings 05 

Sabbath  Service* IKS 

Visit*  to  public  Institution*  by  the  City  Ml»»!onary 1M 

Ordlnary  and  Praycr-Meetlngs US 

Tracts  and  little  Books  distributed _ 23,869 

Bibles  and  Testaments '. 87 

Situations  procured T 340 

Belief  afforded  to  persons  is  distress (ills  81 


The  Third  Anniversary  in  St.  John's,  X.  B.  During 
the  past  year  in  St.  John's,  165  names  have  been  added  to  the  roll 
of  membership,  which  now  records  577  active  and  24  honorary  mem- 
bers.   Total,  601. 

The  library  contains  410  volumes,  being  an  increase  during  the 
year  of  110  volumes.  About  45  of  these  were  bought ;  the  rest 
were  donated.  There  has  been  a  good  attendance  at  the  rooms, 
which  are  neatly  furnished  with  book-case  and  cabinet  organ. 
The  room  has  been  cordially  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Bible  Society,  and  also  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance. 

The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been  $1 ,103.  There  is  a  small  de- 
ficit which  will  be  easily  liquidated. 

The  tract  committee  have  distributed  175,000  pages  of  tracts 
and  4,800  Bibles  and  religious  books. 

The  literary  committee  have  devoted  25  evenings  to  select  read- 
ings, and  17  to  debate.    Four  social  gatherings  and  four  musical 


and  literary  entertainments  have  been  given  at  the  rooms.    The 
attendance  has  been  encouraging. 

Ttte  Bible  class  has  been  held  on  every  Lord's  day  with  an  ave- 
rage attendance  of  twenty-five.  Tho  Thursday  evening  prayer- 
meeting  has  been  well  sustained.  Cottage  meetings  have  been 
successfully  carried  on  as  well  as  a  visitation  of  the  sick  at  the 
marine  hospital.        

ABROAD. 


News  from  the  Irish  Young  Men's  Journal.  This 
is  a  literary,  social  and  scientific  journal  published  at  Waterford, 
Ireland,  and  containing  much  excellent  reading  matter,  together 
with  items  of  nows  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  in  that  region  of 
Ireland.  It  has  just  started  prosperously  on  its  second  year,  having 
been  founded  at  the  same  time  with  our  own  paper,  in  January,  1870. 
We  wish  the  brethren  all  success  in  their  laudable  undertaking. 

The  following  items  of  news  are  gleaned  from  the  columns  of  a 
recent  number  of  the  journal ; 

The  Annual  Soiree  at  Athy,  held  in  the  Town  Hall  of  that 
placo,  was  a  decided  success.  Interesting  addresses  were  made  by 
the  President,  Alexander  Duncan,  and  several  members  of  the  As- 
sociation. 

Mr.  Payne,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association,  read  the  annual 
report.  The  association  is  now  ten  years  old.  The  reading-room 
has  been  well  supplied  with  papers  and  periodicals.  The  library 
had  been  used  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  committee  regretted 
that  they  were  unable  to  procure  gentlemen  willing  to  contribute 
public  lectures  before  the  association.  The  committee  took  occa- 
sion to  express  their  thankfulness  to  Samuel  Conolly.  Esq.,  one  of 
the  vice-presidents,  for  his  gift  of  twenty-two  volumes  of  the  London 
Cyclopaedia,  which  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the  library. 

The  entertainment  at  the  soiree  was  provided  by  the  ladies,  and 
the  proceeds  were  set  apart  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association. 

At  Omagh,  the  eighth  session  of  the  Y  M.  C.  Association  has 
been  lately  opened  tinder  favorable  auspices.  The  report  of  the 
year  showed  progress ;  many  young  men  of  business  are  joining 
the  Society,  and  the  financial  statement  showed  a  balance  in  the 
treasury. 

The  Monthly  Penny  Readings  at  Fullamere  are  a  suc- 
cess. There  is  a  large  attendance  of  just  those  whom  the  members 
are  seeking  to  reach  and  elevate. 

Pushing  the  Work  in  Switzerland.  Professor  E. 
Renevier,  of  Lausanne,  whose  visit  here  lost  fall,  as  delegate  to  the 
Evangelical  Alliance,  and  representative  of  the  Y.  M.C.  Associations 
in  Switzerland,  we  announced  at  the  time,  returned  home  several 
months  ago.  and  writes  of  the  very  pleasant  recollection  he  retains 
of  his  visit  to  this  country,  and  of  the  welcome  he  received  at  our 
rooms.  "  The  pleasant  reception-room  of  your  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
building  was  the  place  where  I  felt  most  at  home  when  in  New- 
York." 

Professor  Kenevier  speaks  encouragingly  of  the  work  in  Switzer- 
land. A  devoted  young  evangelist  was  lately  sent  by  the  Swiss 
associations  to  labor  among  the  French  prisoners  in  Bavaria. 
Through  Jesuit  opposition,  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  mis- 
sion, and  has  since  been  engaged  in  making  an  interesting  tour 
through  Switzerland,  invigorating,  reviving,  and  founding  Asso- 
ciations. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Wesley,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Bueno*. 
Ayrcn,  has  lately  arrived  in  New- York,  to  pursue  his  studies  at 
the  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  and  fit  himself  to  return  to  his 
homo  to  preach  tho  Gospel. 

Open-Air  Service  in  Winter.  In  this  bleak  season  of 
the  suspension  of  our  out-door  work  it  is  pleasant  to  hear  from  Hono- 
lulu, that  the  Association  there  began  late  in  December  a  series 
of  open-air  services  near  one  of  the  wharves  of  the  city. 
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New  Versions  and  Editions.  The  War  Victims' 
Fund.  From  the  minutes  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety Committee  we  mill  the  following  items  : 

The  electrotype  plates  of  the  vowelled  Arabic  Old  Testament  have 
been  completed  for  the  Society  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Van  Dyck,  American  missionary  in  Syria.  A  duplicate 
set  has  been  prepared  for  presentation  to  the  American  Bible  Soci- 
ety, at  whose  expense  the  New  Testament  and  Psalms  have 
already  been  prepared. 

The  Moravian  missionaries  in  Labrador  have  now  finished  their 
translation  of  the  Old  Testament  into  the  Esquimaux  language, 
and  an  edition  of  2000  copies  of  the  third  is  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Krapf  has  carried  through  the  press  an  edition  of 
the  Gosi>el  of  St.  Luke  in  the  Galla  language  for  circulation 
among  the  Galla  population  in  Abyssinia. 

The  following  editions  have  been  ordered : — 50,000  Malagasy 
New  Testaments,  also  a  cheap  edition  of  the  whole  Bible  in  the 
same  language ;  10,000  New  Testaments  and  Psalms  in  Lettish ; 
5000  Pentateuchs  in  Hebrew  and  German ;  and  10,000  copies  of  St. 
Luke's  Gospel,  with  the  Epistles  of  St.  Peter,  in  Italian. 

In  answer  to  an  application  made  to  the  Committee  by  Mr.  Eliot 
Howard,  in  behalf  of  the  War  Victims'  Fund,  the  Committee  have 
made  a  grant  of  1000  Testaments  and  5000  Gospels,  in  the  French 
and  German  languages,  to  the  managers  of  this  Fund,  to  be  used 
at  their  discretion,  for  distribution  among  the  non-combatants  who 
liave  been  suffering  during  the  present  war. 

The  Details  of  the  Bible  Work  in  Camp  and  Hos- 
pital, during  the  war,  are  very  interesting.  At  the  three  German 
depots  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  Cologne,  Frank- 
fort, and  Berlin,  there  were  distributed  from  July  25th  to  Nov.  5th, 
1870,  430,150  copies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  and  Portions  of  the 
Word  of  God.  The  work  has  since  been  continued  with  unabated, 
activity. 

Interesting  incidents  of  the  work  could  easily  be  multiplied. 
We  give  the  following.    A  minister  writes : 

■"  I  was  sent  to  visit  the  lazarets  of  the  army  blockading  Meta. 
I  entered  a  room  where  I  saw  a  young  man  who  was  wounded, 
lying  reading  his  New  Testament.  When  I  approached  him  he 
put  down  the  book,  and  we  conversed  for  a  while  on  general  sub- 
jects touching  his  wounds  and  the  war.  At  last  1  said, '  But  when 
I  entered  I  saw  you  reading  your  New  Testament.'  He  said, 
•<  Yes,'  and  added, '  I  am  ashamed  to  confess  it,  but  it  is  the  truth, 
from  the  day  of  my  confirmation  till  the  day  I  left  home  for  the 
war  I  had  never  read  a  line  of  the  Bible.  At  the  station  in  Berlin 
I  saw  a  man  selling  Testaments,  and  I  could  not  resist  the  impulse 
to  buy  a  copy.  I  have  read  it  and  learned  to  like  it.  When  I  was 
wounded  it  was  the  only  thing  I  took  out  of  my  knapsack  and 
brought  with  me  here.'  This  young  man  was  highly  educated, 
and  a  Prussian  barrister." 

Among  the  Turcos  in  the  Hospitals,  the  British  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  among  the  Jews  sent  Mr.  Lowitz,  an 
Algerian  missionary,  to  speak  and  preach  in  Arabic.  An  English 
friend  who  accompanied  Mr.  Lowitz,  after  describing  a  visit  with 
him  to  some  of  these  Turco  prisoners  in  their  captivity  in  one  of 
the  northern  Prussian  fortresses,  adds :  "  We  took  a  hearty  leave, 
and  I  thought  all  was  over.  But  I  was  mistaken.  One  of  their 
number  stepped  out,  said  something  to  Mr.  Lowitz,  conducted  us 
iu  quite  a  stately  way  to  the  canteen,  took  out  his  purse,  ordered  two 
eups  of  coffee,  and  handed  one  to  Mr.  Lowitz  and  the  other  to  my- 
self. Thus  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  enjoyed  Arab  hospitality, 
not  on  the  sunny  shores  of  the  Mediterranean,  but  high  up  in  the 
cold  latitude  of  the  Baltic"  .      . 


Citg  fftiffiuottf. 

City  Missions  in  Various  Places.  In  the  admirable  re- 
port of  the  City  Mission,  just  published,  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Jackson,  the 
Secretary,  collates  the  statistics  of  various  city  missions  of  this 
country  and  Great  Britain  in  the  following  interesting  table : 

MluionarUt.    VUU*.  Muting*.  Btceipt*. 

New-York 40        114,519  4£97  $54,171 

New-York,  (Female) ....  15  3.796 

Brooklyn 20         30,564  1,647  21.047 

Boston,  Mass 18          89,178  2,172  12,626 

Philadelphia 7  4,000 

Jersey  City,  N.J 1            2,780  288  2,145 

Utica,N.Y 2           4,000  200 

New-Bedford,  Mass. 1            2,000  409  1,374 

Baltimore,  Md 1            2,047  128 

New-Brunswick,  N.  J. . .     1           4,088  283  1,029 

Yonkers,  N.  Y 1  3,000 

Williamsburg,  N.Y....    8  5,875 

Albany.  N.  Y 8          13,356  229  2,438 

Troy.N.Y. 1            1,000  1000 

Buffalo,  N.  Y 1  3,500 

Syracuse,  N.Y 1            2,346  600 

Lawrence,  Mass 1            1,617  155 

Milwaukee,  Wis 1            1,051  170 

San  Francisco,  Cal 2           1,073  220  8,243 

London 875     2,070,686  59,743  200,000 

Liverpool 23          75,767  2,675  10,090 

Belfast 20          39,351  103  5,000 


Tlie  New-York  City  Mission  holds  services  in  seven  cha- 
pels in  various  parts  of  the  city  below  Fourteenth  street.  In  these, 
648  services  were  held  during  the  year  1870,  with  an  aggregate 
attendance  of  84,534  persons.  The  mission  has  distributed  1,151,394 
tracts,  in  nine  different  languages  ;  114,519  missionary  visits  were 
made,  403  persons  induced  to  join  Bible  classes,  14,847  persons  in- 
duced to  attend  churches  and  missions,  and  574  to  unite  with  the 
church ;  2,582  prayer-meetings  were  held,  with  a  gross  attendance 
of  95,811.  The  preaching  services  numbered  1,129,  the  attendance 
being  77,484  The  beneficiary  fund  was  #8,411,  and  was  distri- 
buted to  7,000  persons.  This  city  mission,  during  the  thirty-six 
years  since  it  was  founded,  has  raised  and  expended  $651,462,  be- 
side the  sum  of  $100,000,  which  has  been  secured  and  expended 
for  building  mission  stations  and  chapels. 

Incidents  in  the  Work.  One  of  the  most  interesting  fea 
tores  of  city  mission  work  is  the  mothers'  prayer-meeting.  It  is 
usually  held  in  a  tenement-house.  Here  the  missionary  is  brought 
into  immediate  contact  with  the  greatest  sufferer  in  the  family, 
and  the  one  whose  influence  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  the 
training  of  the  children.  It  has  been  gratifying  to  notice  how  af- 
flicted and  tried  mothers  have  come  together  for  instruction,  con- 
solation, and  prayer. 

One  of  the  tenement-house  prayer-meetings  for  all  classes  has 
been  so  full  that  some  of  the  people  had  to  stand  in  the  hall,  and 
they  stood  all  the  time,  without  losing  their  interest,  notwithstand- 
ing many  had  come  from  a  hard  day's  work. 

At  another  of  these  meetings  much  good  has  been  accomplished. 
Said  one,  a  few  days  ago,  **  I  can  not  wish  any  thing  better  for  all 
that  attend  there  than  that  their  experience  may  be  blessed,  as 
mine  has  been  to  me.  Its  influence  goes  with  me,  and  will  last,  I 
trust,  for  ever." 

A  missionary  among  the  Jews  says :  A  fine  young  man  of  about 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  who  arrived  in  this  country  six  months 
ago,  after  a  short  acquaintance  with  the  missionary,  became  con- 
victed of  his  sinfulness  and  the  impossibility  of  working  ont  his 
salvation  through  his  own  works  of  righteousness.  He  was  then 
led  to  look  to  Jesus  Messiah  as  the  only  Saviour.  He  felt  a  change 
of  heart,  and  earnestly  desired  to  be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus.  After  a  careful  examination  of  his  religious  experi- 
ence, he  was  accepted  by  the  church,  and  now  enjoys  commiinioa 
with  his  Divine  Redeemer  and  His  believing  people. 
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LITERABY  NOTES. 


Christian  Work  in  New- York  Is  the  title  of  the  annual 
pamphlet  that  contains  the  report  of  the  New-York  City  Mission. 
It  is  edited  by  Mr.  Lewis  E.  Jackson,  Secretary  of  the  New- York 
City  Mission.  Mr.  Jackson,  who  is  exceedingly  careful  and  enthusi- 
astic in  the  collation  of  statistics,  gives,  in  this  very  valuable 
volume,  not  only  the  report  of  the  City  Mission,  bat  a  church  di- 
rectory of  the  city,  and  brief  notices  of  the  work  accomplished  and 
money  raised  by  the  various  benevolent  and  Christian  societies  of 
New- York.  It  is  a  pamphlet  that  all  interested  in  these  noble 
enterprises  should  have,  as  an  indispensable  volume  of  reference. 

Books  and  Reading;  or  What  Books  shall  I  Read  and 
how  shall  I  Read  them  is  the  title  of  a  recent  volume  of  378 
pages  from  the  pen  of  Noah  Porter,  D.D.,  L.L.D.,  Professor  in 
Yale  College.  It  is  a  title  that  will  attract  all  thoughtful  persons 
in  this  age  of  the  multiplication  of  books,  and  the  author  handles 
his  theme  so  instructively  that  few  can  peruse  his  pages  without 
receiving  valuable  hints  to  guide  them  in  the  selection  of  books  to 
read,  to  study,  or  to  buy.  The  different  departments  of  literature 
are  carefully  reviewed,  and  the  leading  works  in  each  are  discrimi- 
natingly noticed.  A  timely  chapter  on  newspapers  and  periodi- 
cals and  some  suggestive  hints  about  the  selection  of  a  library  add 
to  the  value  of  the  work.    Published  by  Scribner  &  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Breathings  or  the  Soul  will  prove  a  searching  and  practical 
guide  to  all  who  are  seeking  to  become  prayerful  Christians.  "  Every 
word  in  this  little  book  having  been  well  weighed  before  it  was 
written,  it  is  trusted,"  says  the  writer,  "  each  sentence  will  be  well 
weighed  by  the  reader  also,  as  he  ponders  over  or  utters  it."  It  is 
enough  to  say  that,  from  the  careful  study  of  the  volume,  we  return 
to  this  prefatory  request  with  the  feeling  that  it  is  well  and  wisely 
made.  The  many  perplexities  relating  to  the  habit  and  power  of 
prayer  in  our  Christian  experience  are  touched  upon  with  simpli- 
city and  directness,  and  one  in  earnest  to  make  prayer  the  vital 
breath  of  a  Christian  life  will  find  instructive  suggestions  in  this 
admirable  little  manual  of  devotion. 

It  is  written  by  Rev.  P.  B.  Power,  incumbent  of  Christ  Church, 
Worthing,  England,  and  has  been  reprinted  from  the  31st  English 
edition  by  Mr.  A.  D.  F.  Randolph,  of  this  city. 


RECENT   PUBLICATIONS. 

Adam,  Hon.  C.  F..  Straggle  for  Neutrality  In  America ;  (Scribner  *  Co.) ♦   M 

Axonaoi,  B_  History  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  Mission ;  (Congr.  Pub.  House).... 
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AT   HOME. 

TJie  appointment  of  a  High  Commission,  composed 
of  eminent  Englishmen  and  Americans,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
the  Alabama  claims,  the  fishery  difficulties,  and  all  outstanding 
matters  of  difference  between  the  two  countries,  is  a  signal  triumph 
of  peace.  Some  one  says  of  it,  "  This  is  civilization."  If  all  ques- 
tions in  dispute  shall  be  safely  disposed  of  by  this  tribunal,  it  will 
be  a  precedent  against  war,  and  in  favor  of  peaceful  arbitration,  that 
will  have  weight  in  Christendom.  The  measure  is  in  accord  with 
the  Christian  spirit  of  the  age,  which  is  more  outraged,  we  are  glad 
to  think,  than  in  past  ages  by  the  cruelties  of  war.  Let  this  out- 
raged feeling  find  expression  in  hearty  approval  of  this  wise  and 
pacific  method  of  settling  an  international  dispute.  The  Christian 
public  sentiment  of  both  countries  should  seek  and  find  some  un- 
mistakable expression  of  this  approval.  It  is  something  to  be  re- 
joiced over  that  two  leading  nations  of  Christendom  are  forward 
to  bear  this  testimony  at  a  time  when  two  other  nations  of  equal 
rank  are  engaged  in  bloody  and  terrible  conflict. 

The  appointment  of  this  commission  is  the  result  of  correspon- 
dence between  Mr.  Thornton,  British  Minister  at  Washington,  and 
Secretary  Fish,  begun  by  the  former.  The  British  Commissioners 
are  Earl  De  Grey  &  Ripon,  Professor  Montagu  Bernard,  Sir  Edward 
Thornton,  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald,  of  Canada,  and  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote.  The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
are,  Secretary  Fish,  Minister  Schenck,  Justice  Nelson,  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  ex-Attorney- General  E.  R.  Hoar,  and  Senator  Wil- 
liams, of  Oregon.  

The  Indiana  Divorce  Reproach,  which  has  so  long  dis- 
graced our  legislation,  seems  likely  to  be  removed.  Numerously- 
signed  petitions  have  been  crowded  without  stint  upon  the  pre- 
sent Legislature,  and  the  result  is  a  bill  abrogating  the  features  in 
the  Indiana  law  which  were  a  blot  upon  the  statute  book  of  a 
Christian  people.  The  new  law  provides  that,  where  the  cause  of 
divorce  has  arisen  in  another  State,  the  petitioner  must  prove  resi- 
dence of  three  years,  instead  of  one,  in  the  State  or  in  the  county  in 
which  the  petition  is  filed.  What  is  of  special  importance  is  that 
the  divorce  shall  not  be  granted  unless  the  act  or  acts  complained 
of  were  a  good  cause  of  divorce  in  the  State  in  which  they  were 
committed.  Every  safeguard  of  the  marriage  relation  should  be 
heartily  welcomed  in  these  days  of  hasty  theories  and  hastier  con- 
duct in  relation  to  this  sacred  tie.  This  radical  reform  in  the  Code 
of  Indiana  will  be  rejoiced  over  by  all  friends  of  virtue  and  Chris- 
tianity. — — 

The  Commercial  Credit  of  the  United  States  seems, 
according  to  the  latest  official  statistics,  to  have  declined  during 
the  year  1870.  These  returns  show  that  failures  increased  twenty- 
five,  and  liabilities  twenty  per  cent,  compared  with  those  of  the 
previous  year.  The  largest  increase  of  failures  has  been  in  Cali- 
fornia. In  the  South  and  West  credit  has  decidedly  declined.  In 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New- York,  city  and  State, 
credit  has  Improved.  In  the  West  there  has  been  a  moderate  in- 
crease In  the  number  of  failures.  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  have 
declined  fearfully  in  credit,  and  show  fully  one  half  of  the  total  in. 
crease  in  number  of  failures. 


Seventy-two  Postmistresses  in  the  United  States  receive 
salaries  of  $  1000  and  upward.  There  are  also  women  in  minor 
post-offices.  The  postmistress  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  receives  $4,000 ;  at 
Richmond,  Va.,  $4,000 ;  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  $3,000.  The  offices 
filled  by  women  are  reported  at  Washington  as  among  the  best 
managed  under  the  government. 

Wheat,  silk,  mulberry  and  grapes  will  demand  more  land  in 
California  in  1871  than  ever  before.  A  thousand  or  twelve  hun- 
dred acres  of  cotton  will  be  planted  throughout  the  State,  and  the 
cultivation  of  ramie  and  flax  will  be  tried. 
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The  French  National  Assembly  in  Bordeaux  is  the  first 
substantial  fruit  of  the  surrender  of  Paris  and  the  conclusion  of  an 
armistice.  The  election  for  an  assembly  of  758  members  was  held 
Feb.  8,  and  800  of  these  were  present  at  the  preparatory  sitting  in 
Bordeaux  four  days  afterwards.  The  assembly  seems  to  be  anti- 
republican,  though  the  republicans  carried  Paris,  Bordeaux,  Havre, 
Brest,  Lille,  Dyon,  Strasbourg,  Lyons,  Marseilles,  Toulon  and  Per- 
piguan.  The  conservative  character  of  the  body  is  indicated  by 
the  appointment  of  M.  Thiers  as  chief  executive  of  the  country. 
He  is  also  at  the  head  of  the  commission  appointed  to  conduct,  on 
the  side  of  the  French,  the  negotiations  for  peace.  The  moderate 
tone  of  the  assembly  seems  to  indicate  a  decided  monarchichal  tri- 
umph.   

During  the  six  brief  months  of  the  war, 
the  Germans  captured  in  battle,  or  after 
protracted  siege,  as  prisoners  of  war, 
one  Emperor,  three  or  four  Marshals,  6,000 
cannons,  and  about  800,000  men.  Such  an 
achievement  is  without  a  parallel  in  the 
history  of  warfare. 


also  laments  the  failure  of  the  Conference  of  European  powers 
lately  held  in  London. 

The  adoption  of  some  measures  of  military  defence  is  suggested 
and  it  is  stated  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  laying  before  Parlia- 
ment "  a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  army  and  the  auxili- 
ary land  forces  of  the  Crown."  It  is  also  announced  that  a  mea- 
sure has  been  perfected  and  will  be  presented  to  secure  "  the  estab- 
lishment of  secret  voting,"  or  "  the  ballot." 

In  the  Budget  about  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament,  the  esti- 
mates tor  the  expenses  of  the  army  amount  to  £15,851,700 — an 
increase  of  £2,886,700  over  thoso  of  last  year.  The  force  of  the 
regular  army  is  to  be  133,200  men — an  increase  of  19,890. 


The  Queen  Opened  the  English 
Parliament  in  pereon  Feb.  9.  In  her 
speech  she  regrets  having  been  "  unable  to 
accredit  an  ambassador  in  a  formal  manner 
to  the  Government  of  Defence  which  has 
existed  in  France  since  September,"   and 
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Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are 
prepared  by  skilled  work- 
men, from  the  best  materi- 
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A  Railroad  between  Arequipa  and  Mollendo,  Peru, 

which  is  just  completed,  is  considered  a  triumph  of  engineering.  It 
is  only  107  miles  long,  but  the  elevation  of  the 
grade  between  the  two  places  is  8,000  feet. 
The  opening  of  the  road  was  conducted  with 
great  ceremony. 

A  Havana  paper  states  that  the  damage 
caused  by  the  Cuban  revolution  will  amount 
to  over  $200,000,000. 

The  Italian  Chambers  have  passed  a  bill 
assigning  regal  honors  and  a  body-guard  to 
the  Pope. 

The  dykes  at  Smyrna,  Turkey,  have  been 
destroyed  by  a  torrent.  A  large  part  of  the 
town  was  inundated,  and  many  persons 
were  drowned. 
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ESTABLISHMENT, 
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THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 
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STEAM  TO  AND  FB0H  GLASGOW, 

CALLING  AT 
iUOVILJ.K,  JiONDONDHRRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers, 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENOKK  STEAM- 
ERS, 

America,         Caledonia,     India, 
Angllsu  Columbia,       Iowa, 

Australia,       Bnropa,  lamalla, 

Britannia  Scandanavla 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  90,  North  River,  at  1*  o'clock.  Noon. 

Rates  of  Passage  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low  as 
bv  anv  other  First-Class  Line.  „   s  , 

^assongere  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
RellwayBtatlon  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  4c. 
Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  lias  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  paesen- 

g  Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  BATES. 
For  further  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office.  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
New  Yobk,  January,  1811. 
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T.  O.  SELLEW, 


MAHUFACTUBEBS  OF 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil. 

RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers,  (Red  Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED  OIL, 

RA  W,  BOILED,  AND  REFINED. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

General  Agents, 

887  PE  ABL  STBEET,  BE W  YOBK. 


Inwittar'a  fxchmt^ 

24B  BROADWAY,   New    York. 

Tangible  Inventions  Negotiated. 

No  goods  received  unless  ordered. 

B.  F.  KBSP,  Proprietor. 


Office    and     Library 

Furniture, 
no.  i  os  fulton  street, 

NEW  YORK. 


Banks   and   Offices  [fitted   up. 


BBIDA&  nasram* 

CLOCKS, 
Of  £*A  QM3SE6, 

RICH  VIENNA  LEATHER  BAGS. 

Articles  packed,  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  United  States 

SCHUYLER  HARTLEY  *  GRAHAM. 

It  John  Street,  and  10  Maiden  Lane 


Rooms  6  and  7  American 
Agriculturist  Bulldloit. 


Use  JOHN  DWIGHT  &  CO.'S 

BEST   BALEltATUS, 
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ASSOCIATION   BUILDING  IN  WASHINGTON,   D.  C. 

WHERE   TOE  NEXT   GENERAL    CONVENTION   OF  TOONS    MEN'S    CHRISTIAN    ASSOCIATIONS   IN   N.    AMERICA   WILL   ASSEMBLE,    MAT   24,  1871. 


The  picture  of  this  beautiful  building  appeared  on  our  first 
page  in  February  of  last  year ;  but  wo  present  it  to  our  readers 
a  second  time,  in  view  of  tho  approaching  general  convention  to 
be  held  there  next  month.  Tho  convention  will  asscmblo  in 
"  Lincoln  Hall,"  which  is  located  in  tho  second  story  of  the  edi- 
fice, and  is  capable  of  seating  very  comfortably  thirteen  hundred 
people.  This  capacity  can  readily  bo  increased,  if  desirable.  It 
is  furnished  with  elegant  opera-chairs,  arranged  in  segments  ris- 
ing in  front  of  tho  stage  one  above  the  other.  On  account  of  this 
arrangement,  the  stage  is  in  plain  view  from  all  parts  of  the  house, 
and  distant  from  no  portion  of  it 

Tho  building  is  situated  on  tho  north-cast  corner  of  Ninth  and 
D  streets,  covering  an  area  of  11,000  square  feet,  and  has  cost 
upward  of  $200,000.     The  lower  floor  contains  stores,  the  rental  I 


of  which  is  a  very  helpful  item  in  tho  income  of  the  Association. 
Tho  edifice  was  completed  and  dedicated  in  the  autumn  of 
1869 ;  but  tho  need  of  a  room  more  suitable  than  any  at  first 
provided  for  the  daily  prayer-meeting  was  urgently  felt  To 
meet  this  want,  the  friends  of  the  cause  raised  $1500  ;  and  by  a 
remodeling  of  tho  rooms,  tho  gymnasium  was  transferred  to  one 
of  the  large  stores,  and  tho  space  occupied  by  it  in  the  lower  por- 
tion of  tho  building  serves  admirably  the  purpose  of  such  a 
prayer-meeting  and  lecture-room  as  was  desired.  This  new 
apartment  or  small  hall  was  dedicated  August  13th,  1870.  With 
this  new  arrangement,  the  building  furnishes  tho  following  attrac- 
tive accommodations :  A  reading-room  and  library,  a  ladies'  read- 
ing-room, parlor,  gymnasium,  bowling-alley,  bath,  committee- 
rooms,  and  lecture-room. 
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HOW  TO  SECURE  A  BUILDING. 

WILLIAM    E.     DODOE,    JTK. 
[Baprlnted  by  request  from  the  Association  Monthly  for  Jane,  1870.] 

Fob  the  best  efficiency  and  most  vigorous  life  of  an  association 
in  a  large  community,  a  building  is  almost  a  necessity.  And 
even  in  smaller  towns,  wise  and  thoughtful  workers  will  feel  the 
need  of  a  permanent  home.  The  semi-respectability  which 
comes  with  hired  rooms,  liable  to  constant  changes,  and  located 
in  buildings  occupied  for  many  other  purposes,  gives  not  only  to 
the  general  public,  but  even  to  members,  a  feeling  of  want  of 
permanency,  which  almost  imperceptibly  chills  the  working 
power  and  often  leads  to  the  breaking  up  of  once  vigorous  or- 
ganizations. 

The  growth  and  the  rapidly  increasing  influence  of  those  asso- 
ciations in  both  our  cities  and  smaller  towns  where  suitable 
buildings  have  been  erected  give  the  best  evidence  of  their 
value.  Indeed,  wherever  this  experiment  has  been  tried  with 
proper  pluck  and  wisdom,  it  is  wonderful  how  readily  and 
liberally  the  needed  funds  have  been  given. 

In  large  cities,  where  thousands  of  young  men  are  crowded  in 
uncomfortable  boarding-houses,  exposed  to  terrible  temptations* 
no  Christian  man  can  doubt  the  wisdom  of  securing  a  large,  cheer' 
ful  building,  which  shall  win  young  men  to  safe  evening  com- 
panionship, and  to  every  thing  which  tends  to  educate  the  body, 
the  mind,  and  the  heart — where,  in  other  words,  the  entire  system 
of  work  organized  and  matured  in  our  best  associations  may, 
with  all  its  kindly  influences,  be  effectually  carried  out  And  in 
smaller  towns,  where,  for  want  of  a  better  resort,  young  men  hang 
about  taverns  and  dram-shops,  billiard-saloons  and  street-cor- 
ners, learning  fast  lessons  of  dissipation  and  worthlessness,  an 
attractive  building  in  a  conspicuous  place,  with  reading-room  and 
classes,  lectures  and  music,  and  cheery  and  safe  companionship, 
must  be  a  power  for  good  and  a  check  to  evil,  beyond  all  esti- 
mate. 

The  edifice  in  such  towns  becomes  the  central  point  for  all 
general-  Christian  work  and  a  help  to  the  pastors  and  churches. 
For  here  all  denominations  may  meet  on  oommon  ground  to  or- 
ganize and  carry  out  works  of  charity  and  love,  and  the  little 
rivalries  and  jealousies,  which  among  the  best  Christian  people 
sometimes  arise  between  congregations,  to  mar  and  chill  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Master,  are  soon  forgotten. 

This  declaration  in  brick  and  stone  that  continued  Christian 
work  is  meant,  compels  the  respect  of  those  who  may  not  sym- 
pathize with  the  deep  spiritual  meaning  of  such  a  building. 

One  who  had  given  ten  thousand  dollars  toward  the  erection  of 
a  building  of  this  kind  said  to  the  writer,  "  The  very  cutting 
boldly  in  enduring  stone  over  your  grand  doorway  those  words, 
'The  Young  Hen's  Christian  Association,'  there  always  to  remain 
in  the  sight  of  this  great,  wicked  city,  amply  repays  me  for  all  I 
have  given." 

By  and  by,  in  better  times,  the  churches  themselves  will 
take  hold  of  this  work,  and  instead  of  keeping  spacious,  costly 
edifices  closed  and  desolate  through  all  the  week  of  temptation, 
will  open  them  for  more  frequent  and  more  attractive  services, 
and  will  add  reading-rooms,  instruction,  music,  lectures,  and 
refined  social  Christian  intercourse  as  a  means  of  leading  those 
under  their  care  to  better  and  happier  lives. 

But  for  the  present,  certainly,  no  better  plan  can  be  adopted 
than  for  the  earnest  young  men  of  all  the  churches  to  unite  and 
erect  association  buildings  and  care  for  this  work.  Instead  of 
estranging  them  from  their  proper  church  allegiance,  this  will 
make  them  more  useful  and  warm-hearted  in  all  the  work  of  their 
own  congregations,  and  give  them  a  brotherly  hold  upon  many 
young  men  whom  they  could  not  otherwise  win  to  their  church 
services.    In  some  of  the  large  churches  of  New- York  City,  the 


best  and  most  reliable  officers  are  those  who  have  been  trained 
in  association  work. 

In  the  erection  of  such  a  building,  the  following  suggestions, 
which  have  been  successfully  carried  out  in  several  cases,  may  be 
of  service :  * 

1st  Fully  organize  your  association,  having  for  officers  those 
who  have  the  entire  confidence  of  the  community  for  wisdom, 
character,  and  Christian  earnestness. 

2d.  Pray  and  work  for  such  an  earnest,  cheerful,  and  manly 
piety  in  all  your  active  membership,  so  high-toned,  so  strictly 
honest,  and  full  of  kind  thoughts  for  others,  that  all  shall  see 
that  the  religion  you  wish  to  extend  and  publish  is  one  that  goes 
into  every  hour  of  daily  life,  and  tends  to  remove  those  warped 
and  unfair  ideas  of  our  holy  faith  which  so  many  people  en- 
tertain. 

8d.  Call  together,  as  far  as  possible,  all  the  pastors  of  the 
churches  and  the  leading  mature  Christian  men  of  the  place,  and 
so  explain  the  needs  and  objects  of  the  work  as  to  insure  their 
full  cooperation.  Advise  with  them  as  to  location  and  plan  of 
building,  probable  cost  and  revenue,  so  that  they  may  not  think 
you  are  young  men  rushing  heedlessly  into  extravagant  and  rash 
expenditure. 

4th.  In  your  plan  for  a  building,  arrange  to  carry  out  all  the 
various  forms  of  work,  and  to  provide,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  means  at  command,  for  a  diversity  of  attractions  to  suit 
differences  of  temperaments  and  inclinations.  Do  not  sacrifice 
every  thing  else  to  a  fine  lecture-room,  or  a  large  reading-room, 
or  to  a  gymnasium,  but  let  each  interest  have  its  proper  place  as 
far  as  possible.  A  room  for  large  meetings  and  lectures,  parlors 
for  social  religious  meetings,  a  reading-room,  and  library  are 
necessary.  If  possible,  add  a  conversation-room,  a  gymnasium, 
class-rooms  for  evening  instruction,  and  baths.  An  abundance 
of  light,  good  ventilation,  and  safe  access  should  be  provided  for. 

6th.  Start  with  the  full  determination  not  to  be  hampered  with 
debt ;  let  the  plans  and  specifications  be  carefully  studied,  that 
no  change  may  be  called  for  and  the  exact  cost  may  be  known. 
It  may  be  wise  to  build  stores  on  the  first  floor.  In  such  cases, 
a  moderate  mortgage  or  funded  debt  may  be  safely  placed  on  the 
building,  provided  a  careful  arrangement  is  made  to  have  a  part 
of  the  income  sacredly  applied  to  the  payment  of  interest  and 
the  creation  of  a  sinking  fund. 

6th.  Arrange  to  have  the  property  held  in  trust,  in  perpetuity, 
so  as  to  insure  to  those  who  give  largely  the  reasonable  certainty 
that  the  building  will  be  always  used  for  the  purpose  designed, 
and  that  in  the  possible  case  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  society, 
or  the  entire  change  of  its  evangelical  character,  the  property 
will  revert  to  the  trustees,  to  be  by  them  kept  open  for  the  object 
of  the  trust  The  laws  of  nearly  all  the  States  amply  provide  for 
these  matters. 

7th.  Having  provided  for  all  these  most  important  prelimina- 
ries, induce  some  liberal  and  leading  persons  to  so  start  your  sub- 
scription list,  on  the  barii  of  the  turn  to  be  raited,  as  to  give  you 
promise  of  success.  Follow  this  up  promptly  and  vigorously.  It 
may  be  well  to  hold  a  public  meeting,  and  have  articles  in  the 
papers  to  call  attention  to  the  effort  Considerable  experience 
has  shown,  that  for  the  actual  raising  of  money  direct  personal 
conversation  and  appeal  are  needed,  -and  but  little  dependence 
can  be  placed  on  meetings,  printed  appeals,  or  collecting  agents. 

-  If  properly  approached,  those  less  interested  in  the  entire  work 
will  often  give  largely  toward  a  branch  of  it  to  which  they  are 
specially  attracted. 

8th.  If  the  lecture-hall  of  the  building  be  properly  arranged, 
a  considerable  income  can  be  expected  for  it,  without  interfering 
with  the  work  of  the  association. 

9th.  The  plan  of  raising  the  whole  cost  of  building  by  the 
issue  of  stock  or  bonds  has  been  tried  with  success ;  but  the 
necessity  of  providing  each  year  for  the  interest  on  the  whole  cost 
is  an  objection.  As  a  rule,  the  same  parties  who  take  stock 
would  subscribe  the  same  amount 
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•   TWILIGHT  TALKS. 

MRS.   K.   PRENTISS. 

No.  IL 

A.  I  have  the  note  in  which  you  express  a  desire  to  see  roe ;  so 
here  I  am.  An  unusual  pressure  of  business  cares  has  had  some- 
what to  do  with  my  long  absence.  But  perhaps  the  consciousness 
that  I  had  not  much  progress  to  report  had  its  influence  also. 

B.  I  have  heard  a  skillful  physician  say  to  a  convalescing  pa- 
tient, "  You  must  not  expect  to  see  daily  improvement.  If,  at 
the  end  of  a  week  or  a  month,  you  can  see  that  there  has  been 
some  slight  gain,  you  must  be  satisfied." 

A.  There  is  consolation  in  the  thought  thus  suggested.  I  have 
been  sick  with  earthliness  and  prayerlessness,  yet  have  been  im~ 
patient  because  I  did  not  get  well  the  moment  I  became  aware 
that  all  was  not  right  with  me. 

B.  When  a  man  forgets  to  wind  up  his  watch,  it  naturally 
runs  down.  Winding  it  up  as  soon  as  he  finds  out  bis  mistake, 
does  not,  of  itself,  mend  the  matter.  He  must  go  to  some  true 
standard  of  time,  and  set  it  right 

A.  Do  you  mean  to  suggest,  by  this  illustration,  the  thought, 
that  while  I  have  begun  a  reform  in  my  way  of  life,  I  have  not 
done  so  with  a  true  standard  before  my  eyes  ? 

B.  Something  of  the  sort  was  suggested  by  the  despondency  of 
your  tone.  If  you  have  really  established  a  habit  of  prayer,  this 
habit  ought  already  to  be  bearing  fruit,  not  only  in  your  life,  but 
in  your  consciousness. 

A.  Well,  I  think  it  has.  There  have  been  times,  since  we  met, 
when  I  havo  had  unmistakable  signs  of  God's  presence ;  when 
I  havo  had  soul-satisfying  nearness  of  access  to  him  at  the  throne 
of  grace.  But  I  never  can  depend  on  always  finding  this  the 
case ;  my  prayers  are  often  comfortless  and  dreary ;'  I  rise  from 
my  knees  unsatisfied,  and  rather  dread. than  long  for  the  next 
season  of  devotion.  Now  I  know  that  some  Christians  find 
prayer  nothing  short  of  a  delight,  and  I  want  to  find  it  so. 

B.  In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  Christian  life,  I  believe  this  de- 
sire should  not  be  discouraged.  Until  a  human  friendship  is 
established  on  immovable  foundations,  it  must  and  will  have  its 
doubts,  its  timidities,  and  its  jealousies.  It  challenges  its  object 
for  a  glance  of  the  eye.  Just  so  is  it  with  the  divine  friendship. 
It  may  have  a  certain  purity  and  integrity,  but  at  the  outset  it 
also  is  more  or  less  selfish.  It  can  not  live  on  faith,  but  insists 
on  assurance.  It  thinks  more  of  what  it  gets  than  what  it  gives. 
And  while  its  childhood  lasts,  God  is  willing  to  indulge  it  He 
allures  the  soul  by  so  revealing  himself  to  it  that  its  enraptured 
language  is,  "Jesus,  lottr  ot  my  soul,"  " more  than  ail  in  thee  I 
find  t"    "  Thou,  O  Christ !  art  aU  I  vant  /" 

A.  Is  this. ever  an  habitual  experience  ? 

B.  Making  due  allowance  for  the  fact  that  the  soul  lives  in,  and 
is  often  hampered  and  clogged  by,  a  disordered  body,  it  certainly 
is.  But  after  a  time,  it  reaches  a  higher  phase  of  life.  Its  search 
for  rapture  is  lost  in  its  search  for  God.  Instead  of  asking  God 
to  please  it,  its  sole  desire  is  to  please  him.  It  passes  beyond 
fluctuations  of  feeling  into  a  settled  peace,  which  makes  it  re- 
ceive suffering  with  as  much  content  as  it  once  received  joy. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  this  point  at  present  Let 
us  go  back  a  little.  You  want,  'we  all  naturally  want,  daily,  con- 
scious communion  with  God.  Your  soul  pants  after  it  as  the 
hart  pants  for  the  water-brook.  Is  it  attainable  t  Is  it  a  legiti- 
mate object  of  pursuit  t  Will  it  bring  with  it  the  joy  and  the  de- 
light you  crave  1  I  think  I  may  emphatically  reply  affirmatively 
to  each  and  all  these  questions. 

A.  Then  why  am  I  so  often  denied  what  so  many  others  enjoy  ? 

B.  Have  you  not,  sometimes,  in  meeting  a  congenial  soul,  ex- 
claimed, "  Oh  1  why  did  I  not  find  this  friend  years  ago  ?  What 
have  I  not  lost  that  might  have  been  mine,  had  he  loved,  encou- 


raged, inspired  me  from  my  boyhood  tip!"  But  the  fact  is,  you 
met  him  at  exactly  the  right  moment  in  God's  own  good  time. 
So  it  will  be  with  your  new  friendship  with  himself.  He  may 
check  your  impatience,  and  try  vour  faith  by  withholding  the  full 
expression  of  his  love  to  you ;  but  he  will  only  do  that  for  a  time. 
"  He  who  withheld  not  his  own  Son,  how  shall  he  not,  with  him, 
freely  give  us  all  things." 

A.  But  do  the  mass  of  Christians  enjoy  conscious  communion 
with  God  r 

B.  I  am  afraid  not  Some  never  get  so  near  him  as  to  know 
what  it  means.  Others  become  discouraged  because  they  know 
none  of  the  ravishing  experiences  they  hear  described,  and  cut 
short  their  prayers  just  at  the  very  point  when  they  were  just 
about  to  begin  to  bear  fruit  They  are  like  a  man  who  complains 
of  being  cold,  but  runs  away  from  the  fire. 

A.  Perhaps  this  is  where  I  have  failed.  When  I  find  in  myself 
no  glow  of  emotion,  no  warmth  of  love,  what  am  I  to  do  f  Is  not 
prayer  another  name  for  love,  and  can  that  be  prayer  which  is 
destitute  of  it? 

B.  Yes,  prayer  is  another  name  for  love ;  and  every  time  you 
fall  down  on  your  knees,  you  virtually  say,  "Lord,  thou  know- 
est  all  things ;  thou  Jcnowett  that  I  low  thuP'  You  may  have 
no  conscious  emotion ;  but  what  then  ?  You  put  yourself  into  the 
conditions  for  obtaining  it ;  just  as  when  you  go  to  see  an  earthly 
friend  toward  whom  you  feel  more  or  less  indifference,  he  may 
receive  your  visit  in  a  way  to  make  you  thankful  that  you  went 
and  eager  to  go  again. 

A.  Well,  now,  you  again  compare  the  divine  to  a  human  friend- 
ship. It  the  one  is  a  fit  emblem  of  the  other,  why  is  it  that  I 
can  enjoy  hours  in  the  society  of  one  I  love,  listen  to  all  he  says 
with  an  undistracted  mind,  and  go  away  only  to  long  for  our  next 
meeting,  which  I  will  take  every  pains  speedily  to  procure,  while 
my  interviews  with  my  God  and  Saviour  are  short,  teased  with 
intruding  thoughts,  and  leave  no  desire  for  their  return  f 

B.  We  are,  all  of  us,  human  at  the  best  And  it  is  easier  to 
walk  by  sight  than  by  faith.  It  is  easier  to  love  a  friend,  whom 
we  have  seen,  than  God,  whom  we  have  not  seen.  Besides,  as 
Coleridge  says,  "  The  act  of  praying  is  the  very  highest  energy  of 
which  the  human  heart  is  capable ;"  if  this  is  so,  as  no  doubt  it 
is,  few  have  physical  strength  to  carry  it  on  for  hours  without 
exhaustion,  whereas  converse  with  friends,  no  matter  how  serious, 
makes  comparatively  little  demand  on  mind  or  body. 

A.  This  thought  relieves  the  mortification  I  have  often  felt 
that,  while  professing  to  love  God  supremely,  I  really  and  of 
choice  spend  more  time  with  human  beings  than  with  him.  But 
it  is  time  to  go.  I  shall  hope  to  renew  the  conversation  when  we 
next  meet  Meanwhile,  let  me  assure  you  that  if  "faint,  I  am 
pursuing." 

THE  PALM-TREE. 

ITnadated  for  the  Anocunoa  Mokthlt,  by  Mary  E.  Atklnaoo, 

ttom  a  German  sonnet  by  K.  Von  Schenk.] 

What  vigor  hath  the  palm-tree,  even  when  young  I 

Lo  I  once,  its  yet  unhardened  strength  to  try, 
A  block  of  marble  on  its  head  was  flung, 

And,  being  so  crushed,  all  thought  that  it  must  die. 
But  gradual  rose  the  stem,  its  shaft  upbore 

The  heavy  load  which  seemed  to  weigh  it  down ; 
The  burdened  plant,  a  kingly  palm-tree,  wore 

Its  leaf-encircled  stone  for  royal  crown. 
This  palm  is  like  a  soul  that  lives  in  God, 
Which  early  bears  affliction's  heavy  load, 
And  seems  beneath  the  burden  sorely  bent ; 

It  grows  the  stronger  for  the  weight  of  grief, 

Its  courage  nobler,  firmer  in  its  belief; 
Its  heavy  cross  becomes  its  ornament 
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INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOLS  FOR  WOMEN. 

An  Admirable  Hint  to  Women's  Christian  Associations, 
mrs.  judge  taft. 

Few  lucrative  pursuits  are  open  to  women ;  but  even  if  they  bad 
before  them  "  a  fair  field  and  no  favor,"  tbo  majority  would  still 
labor  under  great  disadvantages.  We  can  not  conceal  from  our- 
selves the  /act  that  muck  of  their  suffering  arises  from  the  poor 
quality  of  their  work. 

Indispensable  as  sewing,  for  instance,  is  to  a  woman's  usefulness 
and  independence  in  any  station  in  life,  few,  comparatively,  know 
how  to  sew  well.  That  which  used  to  be  thought  a  necessary  accom- 
plishment for  every  lady  is  much  less  insisted  upon  by  practical 
people  than  before  the  introduction  of  the  sewing-machine.  But 
that  which  the  machine  can  not  do  is  more  in  demand  than  ever. 
Intelligence  and  practical  skill  are  needed  to  cut  anti  baste  and 
finish  a  garment  properly,  and  these  are  what  it  is  hard  to  find 
among  the  large  army  of  women  who  expect  to  live  by  sewing. 
The  constant  use  of  the  machine  is  more  trying  to  the  health  than 
sewing  by  hand. 

No  wise  mother  will  fail  to  give  her  daughter  that  preparation 
for  the  business  of  life  which  consists  in  learning  to  work.  But 
there  are  many  girls  who  have  few  advantages  at  home ;  some 
who  have  a  smattering  of  education,  though  not  enough  to  fit  them 
for  teaching,  and  yet  are  without  sufficient  practical  knowledge  to 
make  their  own  clothes. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  work  is  a  great  safeguard  to 
virtue.  The  ability  to  earn  an  honest  living  would  save  many  a 
woman  from  ruin,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  girls  should  not 
learn  trades  as  well  as  boys. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that  we  ought  to  establish,  in  connection 
with  the  "  Home  "  of  our  association,  an  industrial  department  for 
women  and  girls,  with  competent  teachers  to  give  them  the  proper 
training,  to  enable  them  to  competo  successfully  with  good  work- 
women in  any  branch  of  industry  open  to  them.  It  should  not  be 
limited  to  the  boarders ;  but  poor  women  and  girls,  throughout  the 
city,  might  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages. 

I  am  far,  however,  from  wishing  to  limit  this  instruction  to  the 
single  employment  of  sewing.  Household  labor  is  more  healthful 
and  better  paid,  and  we  never  fail,  to  urge  its  advantages  ujmn 
those  seeking  employment.  But  the  tendency  is,  even  for  those 
now  at  service,  to  earn  enough  to  buy  a  sewing-machine  and  set 
up  for  themselves.  Good  cooks  and  good  seamstresses  are  equally 
scarce,  and  competent  laundresses  will  always  be  at  a  premium  in 
Cincinnati.  If  girls  were  properly  trained  in  the  various  branches 
of  domestic  service,  might  it  not  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  pro- 
fession, and  an  honorable  ambition  be  excited  to  excel  in  it  f  I 
believe  this  is  true  in  England,  where  the  same  class  who  scorn  it 
here  aro  proud  to  succeed  in  it 

Our  Catholic  friends  are  doing  a  good  work  in  this  kind  of  teach- 
ing in  their  School  of  Industry,  on  Congress  street. 

It  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  more  women  do  not  adopt  nursing 
as  a  profession.  So  long  as  there  is  sickness  there  will  be  a  con 
stant  demand  for  nurses,  and  the  prices  now  paid  to  even  illiterate. 
Incompetent  women  who  fill  the  post  are  higher  than  those 
commanded  by  ordinary  teachers.  The  women  are  waiting,  and 
so  is  the  work,  and  nothing  is  needed  but  the  education  to  bring 
them  together.  Will  not  some  of  our  pioneers  in  works  of  charity 
take  this  matter  in  hand  and  furnish  the  missing  link  ?  To  place 
the  means  of  self-help  in  the  hands  of  the  needy  is  worth  treble  the 
sum  expended  in  alms.  Besides,  the  expense  hero  is  small.  In 
the  institntion  inaugurated  by  Warrington,  some  twenty  years 
ago.  in  Philadelphia,  the  machinery  of  charity  is,  with  true  Quaker 
shrewdness  and  wisdom,  made  to  react  upon  itself  so  as  to  become 
almost  self-supporting.  Two  months  are  enough  for  a  capable  and 
alert  woman  to  fit  herself  for  the  business  ;  education  under  the 
best  physicians  and  boarding  are  furnished  her  at  a  nominal  sum  ; 
a  lying-in  department  provides  at  the  same  time  practice  to  her 
and  attention  to  fi,  large  number  of  charity  patients ;  while  the 
house,  becoming  a  home  for  the  trained  nurses  when  oat  of  work, 
pays  a  large  share  of  its  own  expenses. 


Wo  have  a  report  of  an  Industrial  Institute  wjiich  is  in  success- 
ful operation  in  Boston.  Its  object  is  stated  to  be  "  to  make  wo- 
men more  independent  than  they  now  are  of  charitable  institutions,, 
by  turning  to  good  account  such  talent  as  Qod  may  have  given, 
them."  Six  classes,  comprising  in  all  seventy  pupils,  are  at  pre- 
sent under  instruction.  Telegraphing,  reporting,  book-keeping, 
printing,  all  kinds  of  sewing  and  mending,  cutting  and  fitting,  are 
t might.  It  is  proposed  to  add  a  laundry,  the  clothing  being  first 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  mending  class,  which,  while  in  the  act 
of  receiving  instruction,  supports  itself.  A  restattrant  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  and  on  the  same  plan,  is  in  contemplation. 

Such  an  industrial  school,  I  am  satisfied,  is  indispensable  to  the) 
full  realization  of  the  object  of  this  association,  and  lies  directly 
within  the  proper  field  of  our  efforts. 
I  [Extract  from  a  paper  rend  before  the  Women's  Christian  Association  of  Cincinnati.} 


WHICH  WAS   THE  FIRST? 
EARLY  ORIGIN  OF  THE  Y.  M.  C.  A.  IN  CINCINNATI. 

TnEKE  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  which  was  the  first 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  this  country,  and  any  investigation  that  throws  light 
upon  the-  question  will  be  read  with  interest  A  few  months 
ago,  Mr.  Thane  Miller,  after  careful  consultation  of  the  records 
and  minutes  of  the  Cincinnati  Association,  of  which  he  has  long 
been  the  honored  president,  gave  the  results  of  his  study  in  a 
brief  historical  address  before  the  society. 

From  this  it  certainly  appears  that  less  than  four  years  after 
devout  Christian  men  were  providentially  led  to  organize  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  London,  some  Christians  in  Ohio,  under  the  same 
divine  influence  and  without  any  knowledge  of  what  had  been 
done  in  London,  formed  an  association  to  undertake  the  identical 
work  now  prosecuted  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  this  country  and 
England.     We  quote  from  Mr.  Miller's  address  : 

"  On  tbo  14th  of  October,  1848,  the  members  of  the  Central  Pres- 
byterian church  in  this  city  organized  a  'Young  Men's  Society  of 
Religious  Inquiry.'  Four  months  later,  its  constitution  was  so 
changed  as  to  admit  members  of  other  churches  ;  and  soon  after, 
its  objects  were  so  enlarged  as,to  embrace  various  missionary  efforts 
for  young  men. 

"  The  society  had  a  gradual  and  substantial  growth  until  it  be- 
came an  acknowledged  power  for  good  in  the  community.  Often 
the  meetings  were  very  small,  and  sometimes  the  society  was  with- 
out a  place  of  meeting ;  in  one  instance,  at  least,  the  members 
gathered  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  church  in  which  they  had 
hoped  to  find  shelter. 

"  In  April,  1849,  a  room  was  rented  in  the  Franklin  Bnilding,  on 
the  south-west  corner  of  Longworth  and  Vine  streets,  so  that  in 
more  than  a  score  of  years  the  only  progress  in  the  way  of  building 
has  been,  that  we  have  crossed  the  street,  and  occupy  two  floors 
instead  of  one. 

"  Frequent  attempts  were  made,  during  these  early  years,  to  have 
the  society's  work  recognized  as  distinctively  for  young  m«»,  but 
the  attempts  of  the  progressive  members  were  not  fully  indorsed 
until  1853.  In  February  of  that  year,  the  society  adopted  the 
name  of  '  Young  Men's  Christian  Union.'  Its  usefulness  con- 
tinued until  after  the  formation  of  the  United  States  '  Christian 
Commission,'  by  the  National  Convention  of  the  '  Y.  M.  C.  A. ,' 
when  many  of  its  active  members  becoming  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Commission,  the  meetings  and  efforts  of  the  association  were 
suspended  for  a  few  years. 

'  In  18G5,  almost  entirely  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  William 
J.  Breed,  the  organization  was  revived. 

"  In  the  autumn  of  1807,  a  State  Association  was  organized,  which 
held  its  fourth  annual  session  in  this  city  in  the  early  part  of  last 
November.  A  generous  contribution  of  more  than  $10,000  was 
made  as  a  nucleus  for  the  building  fund  of  the  Cincinnati  Associa- 
tion. 

"  Upon  an  examination  of  the  act  of  incorporation  and  constitu- 
tion under  which  the  society  then  existed,  it  was  discovered  that 
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changes  in  both  instruments  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  secure 
the  safe  and  inalienable  investment  of  funds  which  might  be  do- 
nated for  the  perpetuation  and  prosecution  of  the  object  of  the 
association. 

"  A  new  act  of  incorporation  and  constitution,  duly  prepared  by 
a  committee,  were  adopted,  and  a  board  of  twenty-one  directors 
was  appointed  on  the  12th  of  December,  1870." 


GOOD  ADVICE  TO  OFFICERS  OF  THE  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

AN   INSTALLATION   ADDRESS  BT   MB.  R.  THANE  MILLER. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Association  in  Cincinnati,  after 
electing  officers  for  the  present  year,  ordered  that  these  gentlemen 
should  be  inducted  into  office  at  a  special  meeting,  and  invited 
Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  the  retiring  president,  to  address  them  on 
the  occasion.    Mr.  Miller  spoke  as  follows : 

"  Gentlkmbn  :  By  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Cincinnati,  you  have  been  selected 
to  fill  the  several  offices  of  the  association,  and  I  have  been 
deputed  to  install  you  in  your  positions  and  express  the  senti- 
ments of  the  board  on  this  occasion. 

"  The  work  which  you  have  been  called  to  superintend  is  vast 
and  important  It  includes  the  spiritual  and  temporal  well-being 
of  young  men.  Its  scope  embraces  all  young  men  who  may  come 
or  be  brought  under  the  influence  of  this  organization.  The  num- 
ber of  young  men  reached  and  the  results  secured  will  depend 
largely  upon  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  you  discharge  the 
duties  of  your  offices.  The  magnitude  of  this  work  demands 
more  laborers.  Strenuous  exertions  should  be  put  forth  to  enlist 
the  cooperation,  as  active  members,  of  Christian  young  men  not 
now  connected  with  the  organization. 

"  Perhaps  the  most  pressing  demand  in  connection  with  this 
Christian  enterprise  is  the  purchase  or  erection  of  a  suitable  as- 
sociation building.  Upon  you  will  rest  the  responsibility  of  sug- 
gesting wise  and  practical  measures  for  securing  this  without  delay. 

"  The  requirement*  for  a  successful  execution  of  your  trust  are 
varied  and  exalted. 

"  You  will  need  an  intense  love  to  Cod,  an  enthusiastic  deter- 
mination that  his  power  shall  be  felt  and  acknowledged  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  all  around  you. 

w  You  should  be  equally  possessed  by  a  love  for  your  fellow- 
men,  that  their  interests  may  be  sacred  in  your  eyes. 

"  It  will  be  necessary  that  you  have  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  work  to  be  done,  that  you  may  propose  the  best  plans  for 
its  accomplishment 

"  You  will  want  a  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  select  the  best  men  to  carry  forward  the  different 
departments  of  associational  effort  Tact  will  be  required  in  their 
management,  and  a  great  deal  of  patience  will  be  necessary  if 
committees  upon  whom  you  rely  shall  prove  forgetful  or  neglect- 
ful of  the  labors  assigned  them.  You  will  frequently  have  to 
'  stir  up  their  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance,'  and  with 
loving  earnestness  stimulate  them  to  renewed  activity. 

"  Many  worthy  young  men  present  themselves  almost  daily, 
asking  friendly  counsel,  and  sometimes  temporary  relief.  Such 
cases  will  appeal  strongly  to  your  sympathy,  and  when  you 
recollect  that  it  was  these  '  for  whom  Christ  died,'  you  will  not 
hesitate  to  render  the  required  aid,  even  at  the  expense  of  much 
personal  sacrifice. 

"  From  a  consideration  of  the  work  and  its  requirement*,  you 
will  see  that  you  have  been  called  to  be  leaders  in  no  holiday, 
pastime.  You  have  been  chosen  from  no  mere  personal  prefe- 
rence, but  because  it  is  believed  that  you  are  eminently  fitted  to 
perform  the  duties  which  will  now  devolve  upon  you. 

"  Your  reward  will  be  both  immediate  and  lasting  ;  you  will 
realize  great  satisfaction  in  the  erection  of  the  new  building,  and 


still  greater  delight  shall  be  yours  in  beholding  the  building  up 
of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  young  men  as  temples  in  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  shall  dwell.  Your  labors  will  be  recompensed  by  the 
sincere  affection  of  all  who  love  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  in 
eternity  your  joy  will  be  heightened  by  knowing  that  through 
your  instrumentality  many  souls  have  been  won  to  Christ,  and 
will  sing  with  you  the  song  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven." 

From  the  French. 

"YE  HAVE  THE  POOR  ALWAY8  WITH  YOU." 

Nbab  us  they  pass,  with  ever  downcast  eyes, 

Upon  their  sombre  ways ; 
Theirs  all  the  shadows,  ours  the  smiling  skies, 

And  all  the  sunny  days. 
Near  us  they  pass.    We,  doubtless,  throw  a  glance 

Of  pity  at  their  lot ; 
Then  turn  away,  and  on  our  paths  advance, 

And  they  are  soon  forgot. 

Near  us  they  pass ;  and,  as  we  busy  go. 
We  feel  a  moment's  smart, 

As  we  catch  glimpses  of  the  secret  woe, 
The  barren  life  and  heart. 

And  sorrowing  thoughts  may  come  as  thus  we  view- 
Perchance  our  tears  may  flow ; 

But  to  console  them  we  must  know  them  too. 
And  little  do  we  know. 

Enow  of  the  sorrows  which  their  lot  betide, 

Their  joyless  fireside  hours ; 
Although  their  sombre  way  lies  side  by  side 

With  our  own  path  of  flowers. 
We  call  them  "  brothers,"  oft,  upon  our  knees, 

Before  the  Father's  throne : 

0  false  and  cruel  world  !  bis  pure  eye  sees 
How  cold  our  hearts  have  grown, 

1  fear  that  God  is  weary,  brethren  mine, 
Of  this  our  worship  vain ; 

And  that  no  image  of  his  love  divine 

Our  Bel  fish  hearts  retain.  i 

Oh  1  not  for  us  to  talk  of  gospel  balms,  ,  ; 

Of  God's  compassion  high, 
When  we  have  for  them  but  the  facile  alms 

We  throw  as  we  pass  by : 

When  never  pressed  in  ours,  their  hands  have  stirred 

With  throbs  we  too  could  feel ; 
And  we  have  measured  out  the  icy  word 

Which  has  no  power  to  heal : 
If  never  did  we  our  own  selves  impart 

What  we  have  felt  and  known, 
And  if  they  see  not  that  their  wounded  heart 

Is  sister  to  our  own. 

Not  such,  O  Jesus  I  thy  consoling  word. 

Not  Buch  thy  pitying  eye, 
Not  such  the  heavenly  tidings  which  they  heard, 

When  thou  wert  passing  by  I 
Thou  didst  not  look  upon  them  far  apart, 

But  followedst  where  they  stepped, 
They  saw  thee  suffer,  felt  the  brother's  heart, 

And  at  thy  dear  feet  wept. 

Poor,  outcast,  blinded,  guilty  sons  of  woe, 

They  dared  thy  face  to  see : 
Ah !  who  that  untold  pity  will  bestow 

They  ever  found  in  thee  ? 
Ah  I  who  these  lonely,  wounded  hearts  shall  reach, 

And  give  the  food  they  crave  ? 
And  who,  O  Jesus !  our  cold  lips  shall  teach 

That  blest  word  which  shall  save  ? 

Who  light  within  our  souls  that  sacred  fire 

Wliich  burns  by  night  and  day. 
That  love  which  nothing  can  repress  or  tire — 

Of  thine  own  love  a  ray  ? 
When  shall  we  know  thee,  thon  sole  helping  Friend, 

Love,  tender,  strong,  and  true  ? 
When  shall  we  love  enough  to  comprehend, 

Enough  to  suffer,  toot 


When  shall  we  love  enough,  ye  sons  of  night, 

Who  in  your  darkness  fall. 
To  foldyou  in  that  pity  infinite 

Our  Father  feels  for  all  1 
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line  $t$x%  fit  a  (Etouwrt  f  V0m  ttte  Chuwh 
fit  §vm. 

RXLATSD   BT  HERSELF. 

[Tnntlated  for  the  Amociitiox  Moxtslt,  by  Mr.  O.  C.  Mono,  from  the  Chrlllen 

Evangclique,  publubea  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland.] 

M  Prove  all  things ;  bold  out  that  which  If  food."— a  Tasdfi.  5 :  at. 

CHAPTER  III. 

Repelled  by  those  sacrilegious  words,  I  left  the  church  never 
to  return.  For  some  time  I  had-  been  questioning  with  myself 
whether  I  was  doing  right  in  attending  the  worship  of  the  Church 
of  Rome  when  this  was  so  repugnant  to  the  views  and  belief  I  now 
entertained.  Regard  for  my  mother  and  unwillingness  to  grieve 
her  loving  heart  had  long  kept  me  in  doubt  But  my  convictions 
had  become  so  decided  and  intelligent  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
me  conscientiously  to  attend  the  Romish  church.  It  was  only  af- 
ter severe  conflict  with  myself  that  I  reached  this  conclusion ;  and 
to  carry  out  my  purpose  on  tho  next  Lord's  day  was  a  very  trying 
ordeal.  I  had  hoped  my  mother  would  not  be  able  to  go  to  church 
that  morning.  But  the  day  was  clear  and  beautiful ;  and  with  joy 
she  prepared  herself  as  usual  to  attend  the  morning  service.  "  Was 
it  not  best  to  put  the  matter  off  another  week  ?"  whispered  the 
tempter.  But  I  was  helped  to  resist  the  unworthy  suggestion.  I 
heard  my  mother's  voice  calling  me  to  accompany  her ;  and,  with  an 
anxious  and  troubled  heart,  went  to  tell  her  of  my  new  decision. 
I  can  hear  now  her  strong  protestation.  Command  was  followed  by 
tearful  entreaty.  It  was  indeed  a  bitter  trial ;  and  I  was  sorely 
tempted  to  recall  my  decision. 

But  to  yield  once  was  to  yield  always.  It  would  be  equivalent 
to  saying,  To-morrow,  to-morrow,  without  knowing  whether  the 
morrow  would  still  be  mine ;  it  would  be  resisting  the  voice  of  my 
conscience.  Perhaps  I  had  not  heretofore  acted  wrongly  in  parti- 
cipating in  the  worship  of  a  church  the  creed  and  teaching  of 
which  I  disbelieved.  But  at  this  hour,  when  my  eyes  were  fairly 
open,  I  felt  a  wholly  new  responsibility  resting  upon  me.  "  To-day, 
if  you  will  hear  his  voice  " — to-day,  not  to-morrow.  "  Harden  not 
your  hearts,"  for  fear  lest,  having  neglected  so  great  salvation,  you 
should  not  enter  into  his  rest.  Moreover,  the  discussion  could  not 
last  long.  My  mother  departed.  I  remained  alone.  I  had  been 
sustained  in  my  course  i  but  I  had  grieved  my  mother's  heart ;  and, 
now  that  it  was  over,  I  asked  myself  whether,  in  her  sick  condition, 
I  ought  not  to  have  waited  awhile  longer.  But  thus  to  wait 
seemed  to  me  to  deny  the  Lord  and  refuse  the  help  he  had  given 
me. 

The  weeks  and  months  that  followed  were  one  constant  struggle ; 
sometimes  with  the  very  natural  irritation  of  my  good  mother,  at 
others,  with  outbursts  of  tenderness  from  her  afflicted  heart.  This 
last  conflict  was  by  far  the  most  severe.  Those  whom  stern  duty 
has  never  compelled  to  so  grievous  a  sacrifice  do  not  know  what 
it  costs  to  resist  a  mother's  tears.  There  is  something,  too,  in  such 
a  resistance  unnatural ,  for  does  not  the  word  of  God  say,  "  Chil- 
dren, obey  your  parents  "  ?  But  it  also  adds,  "  We  must  obey  God 
rather  than  men,"  and  "  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me  is  not  worthy  of  me."  "  When  thy  father  and  mother 
forsake  thee,  then  the  Lord  will  take  thee  up." 

"  The  Lord  will  take  thee  up  I"  From  that  day  I  had  the  con- 
soling experience  of  this  promise.  Though  the  storm  increased 
around  me,  and  the  world  of  my  friends  and  relatives  began  to  re- 
ject me,  I  rejoiced  in  a  happiness  internal  and  supreme  that  nothing 
could  disturb.  1  had  still  frequent  discussions  with  the  priests, 
tome  of  whom  were  sincere  in  their  efforts  to  lead  me  back  to  the 
fold.  The  archbishop  invited  me  to  visit  him.  Perhaps  they 
thought  that  such  an  honor  would  flatter  my  youthful  pride.  But 
I  was  weary  of  discussion  ;  and  though  I  did  not  avoid  such  as 
were  accidentally  thrown  in  my  way,  I  no  longer  wished  to  seek 
the  adversary.  I  therefore  thanked  the  archbishop,  adding  that  I 
had  no  doubts  that  troubled  me,  nor  was  there  any  thing  that  I 
desired  to  ask  of  his  highness ;  but  that  I  was  ready  to  give  a  rea- 
son for  the  hope  that  was  in  me  to  those  who  should  come  to  in- 
quire about  it.    Here  the  matter  ended.    Regarded  more  and  more 


as  a  lost  sheep,  1  was  abandoned  on  the  road  that  I  had  chosen. 
But  I  was  not  alone.    My  Saviour  kept  me  faithful  company. 

Those  beautiful  days  of  the  spring-time  of  grace,  as  I  recall  them, 
have  often  strengthened  and  reanimated  my  courage.  At  the  mo- 
ment when  a  soul  passes  from  death  to  life,  there  is  a  change 
wrought  in  it  similar  to  that  which  each  spring  makes  in  the  l'aco 
of  nature.  No  fruit  as  yet  is  visible ;  but  the  winter  is  passed,  the 
rain  has  ceased,  the  flowers  appear,  and  the  singing  of  birds  is 
heard.  Later,  when  "  the  wind  of  the  day  "  Bhall  blow,  the  me- 
mory of  these  blessed  hours  remain  to  assure  and  confirm  our  faith. 

After  I  had  bid  farewell  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  was  pursu 
ing  a  solitary  road  in  the  midst  of  my  relatives  and  acquaintances, 
I  bethought  me  of  the  visit  which  the  friend  of  our  stranger  guest 
had  paid  us.  I  desired  to  see  him  again,  and,  knowing  his  address, 
I  wrote  him  about  what  had  occurred  to  me.  He  came  very  quickly 
with  his  wife,  and,  in  spite  of  a  very  cold  reception  from  my  mo- 
ther, continued  to  interest  himself  in  my  behalf.  During  his  visits 
to  the  family,  he  read,  prayed  with,  and  instructed  us.  I  received 
from  his  ministrations  much  spiritual  benefit. 

In  this  manner  several  months  passed  away.  I  attended  no  ser- 
vices of  public  worship.  But  I  had  my  Testament,  the  visits  of  our 
friend,  and,  above  all,  the  Lord,  whose  sweet  presence,  consolations, 
and  peace  never  failed  me.  It  may  be  asked  why  I  did  not  seek 
to  unite  myself  with  sonic  church,  the  faith  of  which  accorded  with 
my  own.  But  if  I  felt  the  necessity  of  obeying  God  rather  than 
men  in  refusing  to  join  in  a  worship  that  I  condemned  as  wrong, 
there  was  just  as  great  a  necessity  also  upon  me  to  obey  my  mo- 
ther in  all  things  where  my  conscience  would  allow  me  to  do  so. 
It  had  become  an  imperative  duty  for  mo  to  say  to  her,  "  I  can  not 
go  to  your  church  even  to  please  you ;"  but  I  could  still  add,  "  I 
will  not  go  elsewhere  until  you.  permit  me."  This  day  had  not 
come.  Meanwhile,  the  Lord,  who  is  not  limited  in  his  infinite 
compassion,  gave  me  each  morning  and  evening  the  nourishment 
which  my  soul  required.  Since  I  have  been  more  at  liberty,  I  have 
received  many  blessings,  by  which  I  have  not  always  profited  as  I 
ought ;  but  never  was  the  "  living  water  "  poured  forth  in  greater 
abundance  for  me  than  at  this  period.  The  desert  had  been  trans- 
formed into  a  fertile  land ;  and  I  longed  to  cry  out  to  every  one, 
"  Come  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good  1"  Bat  there  were  few  per- 
sons to  whom  I  could  say  it.  My  former  friends  avoided  me :  and 
even  strangers  regarded  me  only  with  pity  or  contempt 

But  as  often  as  I  was  asked  the  reasons  that  led  me  to  change 
my  faith,  it  was  with  joy  that  I  seized  the  opportunity  to  talk 
of  those  things  which  filled  and  delighted  my  heart.  I  was  but 
little  versed  in  even  the  rudiments  of  Christian  knowledge  and 
experience ,  but  how  often  have  I  had  occasion  to  prove  the  faith- 
fulness of  the  Lord's  promises,  "  When  they  deliver  you  up,  take 
no  thought  how  or  what  ye  shall  speak :  for  it  shall  be  given  you 
in  that  same  hour  what  ye  shall  speak.  For  it  is  not  ye  that  speak, 
but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which  speaketh  in  you."  Under 
these  circumstances,  this  powerful  aid  never  failed  me ;  and  I  was 
astonished  at  the  facility  with  which  I  could  recall  to  mind  what 
I  had  read,  at  the  same  time  that  I  was  filled  with  gratitude  for 
the  faithfulness  of  my  Saviour. 

I  had  never  received  the  permission  I  sought,  to  join  in  the  wor- 
ship of  the  evangelical  church.  My  mother  became  reconciled 
very  gradually  to  the  step  which  I  had  taken.  Little  by  little  her 
opposition  to  it  ceased ,  but  this  was  all.  She  had  been  made  to 
believe  that,  once  entirely  free  from  the  control  of  the  religion  of 
my  fathers,  I  should  fall  into  I  know  not  what  abyss  of  iniquity. 
But  month  succeeded  month,  and  yet  she  did  not  see  this  awful 
prophecy  fulfilled.  Then  she  began  to  view  this  whole  matter 
from  a  higher  stand-point.  I  asked  God  to  open  her  heart 
to  the  eternal  truth,  and  to  keep  me  from  falling  by  giving  me 
grace  to  fulfill  my  duties  to  her  as  a  submissive  and  devoted  child, 
in  order  that  my  mother  might  be  able  to  see  in  this  conduct  some 
fruits  of  the  faith  that  saves  and  sanctifies  the  sinner.  The  Church 
of  Rome  asserts  that  the  assurance  of  salvation  gives  man  a  de- 
structive liberty  She  wishes  to  treat  him  as  a  slave  who  advances 
only  under  the  lash  of  the  master.    But  what  saith  the  Scripture  ? 
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"  I  will  ran  in  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  when  thon  shalt 
set  my  heart  at  large!"  And  the  Apostle  Paul,  writing  to  the 
Romans,  says,  "  Shall  we  sin  because  we  are  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  (Trace  ?  God  forbid  !  Being  made  free  from  sin,  ye 
became  the  servants  of  righteousness."  The  divine  love  which 
makes  us  free  produces  also  in  our  hearts  free  and  voluntary  love 
and  obedience.  Wo  lovo  him,  not  »';>  order  that  he  may  love  us, 
but  because  he  has  first  loved  us. 

I  had  no  more  discussions — except  at  long  intervals — with  the 
priests  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  After  having  vainly  attempted  to 
bring  me  again  under  her  yoke,  they  abandoned  me  to  my  sad 
fate.  The  last  conversation  of  this  sort  that  I  remember  was  with 
the  superior  of  the  Capuchins  of  our  city.  He  was  an  amiable 
and  good  man,  who  conversed  a  long  time  with  me  without  al- 
tercation or  exaggerated  statements,  and  without  pronouncing  an 
anathema  upon  my  heresies,  as  so  many  others  had  done.  Although 
ho  had  not  convinced  me,  he  left  mo  with  kind  words,  promising 
to  "  pray  for  the  poor  little  sheep,  wandering  but  not  lost,  and 
-which  would  soon  come  back  to  the  fold."  I  did  not  see  this  wor- 
thy man  again.  Doubtless  he  is  now  at  rest.  After  leaving  me, 
he  had  a  private  conversation  with  my  mother,  who,  from  that 
day,  appeared  more  favorably  disposed  toward  me.  One  Sunday, 
soon  after,  she  said  to  me,  "  Since  you  will  have  your  own  way, 
I  no  longer  desire  to  have  in  my  house  a  person  who,  by  ab- 
staining from  every  kind  of  public  worship,  seems  to  live  like  a 
heathen.  You  may  henceforth  attend  the  services  of  the  church 
which  yon  have  chosen."  My  surprise  and  astonishment  were  so 
great  that  I  could  scarcely  find  words  for  a  reply,  questioning 
whether  I  had  understood  aright.  But,  as  my  mother  did  not  re- 
call her  words,  from  that  time  i  was  ablo  on  each  Lord's  day  to 
attend  the  evangelical  church  in  my  native  city.  I  found  there 
"  not  many  wise,  not  many  noble  men  after  the  flesh ;"  but  I  al- 
ready knew  that  "  God  hath  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world 
to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty,  that  no  flesh  may  glory 
In  his  presence." 

I  received  now,  with  my  mother's  consent,  the  visits  of  a  pastor. 
Soon  I  desired  to  take  part  in  the  Lord's  Supper.  It  was  for  me  a 
duty  and  a  privilege  thus  to  confess  Christ.  Christmas  was  near  at 
band .  For  more  than  a  year  I  had  not  partaken  of  the  communion  ; 
and  it  was  with  joy  that,  after  informing  my  mother  of  my  inten- 
tion, I  was  by  this  act  introduced  into  the  church  to  which  my 
heart  has  since  been  attached. 

At  length,  then,  I  ceased  to  be  alone.  I  had  brothers  and  sisters 
of  a  common  faith.  My  mother  had  become  entirely  reconciled  to 
my  desertion.  I  saw  that  she  was  no  longer  troubled  on  my  ac- 
count Was  I  not  altogether  unworthy  of  each  favors  from  the 
Lord? 

One  day  she  said  to  me,  "  Do  you  know  to  whom  you  owe  my 
permission  to  attend  your  new  church  ?"  When  1  expressed  my 
astonishment  at  such  a  question,  she  added,  "  That  brave  Capuchin 
who  visited  us  some  months  ago  persuaded  me  to  allow  you  to  in- 
spect more  closely  the  sect  to  which  you  seemed  so  devoted.  He 
thought  that,  being  sincere  In  your  errors,  this  would  be  the  Barest 
means  of  bringing  you  back  in  a  short  time  within  the  pale  of  the 
church."  Excellent  man  I  It  must  be  that  he  was  himself  per- 
fectly honest  and  sincere  to  have  given  such  advice. 

His  prediction,  however,  was  not  fulfilled.  The  more  intimate 
the  acquaintance  I  made  with  the  evangelical  church,  the  more 
did  the  Lord  confirm  me  in  that  faith  the  germ  of  which  he  plant- 
ed in  my  heart  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  More  than  ever  I 
confide  in  the  promises  of  the  Word  made  flesh ;  more  than  ever  I 
would  wish  to  say  to  all,  "  Come  and  see."  And  it  is  from  the 
depths  of  my  soul  that  I  cry  to-day  as  then,  "  Great  Sun  of  Righ- 
teousness, arise  1  Shine  upon  my  dear  fellow-countrymen !  Come 
and  establish  the  reign  of  the  Spirit  in  the  land  of  our  fathers  1 
Break  down  the  barriers  that  a  cunning  and  powerful  religion  has 
erected  between  the  consciences  of  men  and  the  truth  I  Make 
known  to  all  that  the  Scripture  is  divinely  inspired  and  useful  for 
revealing,  convincing,  correcting,  and  teaching  according  to  righ- 
teousness.   Do  not  Bufler  the  sin  committed  by  blind  guides  to 


crush  a  whole  people.  Thou  hast  given  to  France  a  desire  for 
knowledge  and  a  thirst  for  understanding.  Cause  these  souls  to 
seek  and  to  find  thee,  which  without  thee  must  perish  1" 

Many  times,  in  my  discussions  with  the  priests,  I  was  called 
Calvinist  or  Lutheran.  I  took  exception  to  these  names,  derived 
from  men  of  whom  I  knew  nothing  except  what  the  Church  of 
Rome  teaches  concerning  them.  The  Abbot  Gaume,  in  his  Cate- 
chism of  Perseverance,  writes,  "  Luther  was  a  German  monk,  who, 
violating  his  vows  of  poverty,  chastity,  and  obedience,  apostatized, 
and,  having  married  a  nun,  set  himself  to  declaiming  against  the 
Catholic  Church.  He  led  a  scandalous  life,  and  died  while  In  the 
act  of  leaving  a  repast  where,  according  to  his  custom,  he  had 
gorged  himself  with  wine  and  meat."  As  to  Calvin,  "  Having  be- 
como  acquainted  with  the  errors  of  Luther,  he  adopted  them,  add- 
ing to  them  his  own,  and  established  himself  at  Geneva,  where  he 
became  the  leader  of  his  sect.  A  libertine,  proud  and  cruel,  he  died 
at  Geneva  of  a  disgraceful  disease  1"  The  same  book  adds,  "  The 
religion  of  these  men  is  named  Protestantism.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  reflect  upon  it  in  order  to  perceive  its  falsity.  Founded  by  liber- 
tines, whom  no  upright  soul  would  wish  to  resemble ;  springing 
from  the  love  of  honors  and  sensual  pleasures,  it  allows  one  to  be- 
lieve what  he  will,  and  to  do  what  he  believes." 

Behold  how  history  is  taught  in  this  Babylon  of  modern  times  I 
Is  it  to  bo  wondered  at  if,  on  the  one  hand,  there  exists  so  much  of . 
fanaticism  among  the  blind  followers  of  Rome  T  and  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  saddest  kind  of  skepticism  is  rife  among  those  who  are 
led,  by  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  men  and  facts,  to  suspect 
the  received  teaching?  Educated  as  I  had  been,  no  one  will  be 
surprised  at  my  indignation  when  the  lives  of  Luther  and  Calvin 
became  better  known  to  me.  I  was  amazed  and  astounded.  The 
work  of  Merle  d'Aubigne  having  fallen  into  my  hands,  what  was 
my  joy  to  find,  in  the  struggles  and  conflicts  of  the  Reformers,  the 
same  struggles  and  conflicts  through  which  I  had  passed  1  How 
I  could  sympathize  with  all  the  travail  of  their  souls — with  the 
grief  of  Luther,  saying,  for  the  first  time,  "  Thy  church  is  fallen, 
and  the  chief  who  directs  it  has  usurped  the  place  of  God  1"  All 
the  rendings  of  conscience  experienced  by  the  monk  of  Erfurt  I 
had  known ;  and,  like  him,  had  been  obliged  to  reply  to  the  seduc- 
tions of  the  natural  heart  and  the  entreaties  of  friends,  "  I  can  not 
do  otherwise."  And  when  I  learned  the  truth  about  Calvin — that 
austere,  grand  figure,  to  whom  the  law  of  God  was  so  sacred  and 
holy — I  wondered  yet  more  that  any  could  malign  his  character 
by  such  audacious  lies.  .  .  .  And  yet  there  are  in  the  Church 
of  Rome  many  upright  souls  that  would  shrink  from  the  very  idea 
of  a  falsehood.  It  is  not  tho  individual  members  of  the  church  I 
censure  and  attack  so  much  as  the  system  itself— a  system  which 
extols  the  well-known  adage,  "The  end  justifies  the  means, 
though  the  word  of  God  says  of  those  who  do  evil,  or  even  say  that 
we  ought  to  "  do  evil  that  good  may  come,"  "  Their  damnation  is 
just"  "  Shall  we  sin,  then,  that  grace  may  abound?  God  forbid  1' 

In  the  spring  of  1847,  we  lost  our  mother.  I  love  to  think  that 
she  had  received  in  her  heart  the  message  of  salvation.  She  did 
not  openly  leave  the  Church  of  Rome ;  but  the  growing  confidence 
she  snowed  in  my  new  friends,  and  her  more  and  more  frequent 
meditations  on  the  word  of  God,  remain  as  a  blessed  remembrance 
of  the  travail  of  her  soul. 

Before  her  death,  she  confided  my  brothers  and  myself  to  that 
friend  who  was  the  first  to  come  to  our  house.  He  accepted  the 
charge,  and  was  like  a  second  father  to  us.  His  house  soon  seemed 
almost  like  our  own  homo.  But  what  he  did  for  us  he  is  still 
doing  for  all  around  him  who  need  his  aid. 

I  have  had  the  joy  of  seeing  both  my  brothers  follow  the  road 
along  which  I  was  so  graciously  led. 

Gratefully  I  bless  God  for  all  the  mercies  and  perfect  gifts  of  his 
love  which  he  has  showered  upon  me  I  I  have  often  traversed 
rough  paths,  and  endured  grievous  separations ;  but  in  all  dis- 
tresses he  has  been  patient,  gracious,  and  long-suffering. 

If  these  lines  of  a  stranger  should  reach  any  soul  in  the  Church 
of  Rome  thirsting  after  righteousness  and  peace,  I  beseech  such  a 
ono  to  go  to  the  divine  source  of  living  water,  welling  up  into 
everlasting  life.  Jesus  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  His 
word  and  Spirit  are  a  better  guide  than  any  man.  And  through 
his  grace  your  soul  will  obtain  the  peace  which  is  found  alone  in 
Christ. 
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manac FOR  1871.  By  a  special  arrangement  we  are  able  to 
furnish  to  our  subscribers  this  valuable  work,  at  half  price.  It  is 
an  almost  indispensable  compend  of  religious  and  secular  infor 
luation.    We  refer  to  its  contents  in  another  column. 


DELEGATES  PLEASE  TAKE  NOTICE. 

TICKETS  TO  THE  WASHINGTON  CONVENTION. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Washington  Associa- 
tion desire  as  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  view  of 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  many  of  the  railroad  companies  in 
their  arrangements  for  reduced  fares,  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  Associations  to  elect  their  delegates  as  early  as  possible, 
and  then  transmit  their  names,  with  a  statement  of  the  route  by 
which  they  will  reach  Washington,  to  L.  L.  Crounse,  Chairman 
Committee  on  Transportation,  527  Fourteenth  street,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.  This  is  necessary  in  order  to  enable  as  many  as 
possible  to  profit  by  any  reductions  that  may  be  secured,  as 
many  of  the  companies  decline  to  make  reductions  until  they 
know  the  number  of  delegates,  and  from  what  points  they  are 
coming.  

TO  OUR  CORRESPONDING  MEMBERS. 
We  ask  from  each  of  our  corresponding  members  a  brief  re- 
port, for  our  next  paper,  of  the  condition  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
the  State  or  province  he  represents,  and  the  work  of  the  year. 
Any  suggestions  growing  out  of  recent  experience  will  be  timely 
and  useful.  These  articles  will  place  before  all  our  readers,  as 
well  as  before  the  delegates  to  the  convention,  a  compact  state- 
ment of  much  that  has  been  accomplished  in  all  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent during  the  past  year.  They  are  not,  of  course  intended  to 
take  the  place  of  the  official  report  each  corresponding  member 
is  called  upon  to  make  to  the  General  Executive  Committee. 

There  will  be  a  delay  in  the  issra  or  odb  Paper  for 
May.  The  meeting  of  the  General  Convention  occurs  late  in 
that  month,  and  we  desire  to  procure  for  the  next  number  of  the 
Monthly,  which  will  be  distributed  at  the  convention,  the  latest 
reports  of  the  work  of  the  year  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
To  receive  all  the  needed  intelligence  our  paper  for  May  will  pro- 
bably bo  delayed  a  few  days. 

We  also  announce  beforehand  a  similar  delay  of  the  June  pa- 
per, in  order  that  it  may  contain  a  full  report  of  the  convention. 

To  our  City  Subscribers.  We  ask  all  subscribers  In  the  city 
who  are  going  to  move  at  this  season  of  the  year,  to  inform  us 
promptly  of  approaching  change  of  their  address,  that  the  next 
number  of  the  paper  may  reach  them  without  fail. 


A  NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  BINDER. 
The  first  edition  of  our  binder  having  been  exhausted,  and 
many  reading-rooms  of  our  Associations  being  still  unsupplied,  a 
new  edition  was  ordered  and  has  just  been  received.  We  would 
again  call  the  attention  of  our  subscribers,  and  specially  those  in 
charge  of  reading-rooms,  to  this  admirable  patent  self-binder,  with 
full  cloth  sides  and  neat  gilt  side-stamp,  manufactured  expressly 
for  the  Association  Monthly  by  Messrs.  Koch  &  Sons.  It  will 
be  furnished,  postage  prepaid,  to  any  person  on  receipt  of  one  dol- 
lar. Address  R.  C.  Morse,  Association  Building,  cor.  4th  Ave.  and 
23d  Street,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Herman  N.  Jackson,  who  has  been  spending  several 
months  in  the  Western  States,  actively  canvassing  for  subscribers 
to  our  paper,  is  now  visiting  our  Associations  in  Pennsylvania.  We 
ask  for  him  the  cordial  support  of  all  our  members  and  their  co- 
operation in  extending  the  circulation  of  the  Association 
Monthly. 


FIRST  ASSOCIATION   BUILDING  IN  OHIO. 

a  mistake  corrected. 

We  announced  last  month,  having  received  the  statement  from 
good  authority,  that  the  Association  building  lately  secured  in 
Cleveland  was  the  first  edifice  of  the  kind  purchased  in  Ohio.  We 
are  not  sorry  to  be  corrected  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr.  H. 
B.  Mayhew,  President  of  the  Association  in  Springdale,  Ohio: 

"  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Springdale,  Ohio, 
was  organized  December  28th,  1869,  with  a  membership  of  about 
twenty.  Finding  ourselves  unable — happily  as  it  proved — to 
lease  rooms  suited  to  our  use,  we  immediately  set  about  pro- 
curing a  home  of  our  own.  Providence  smiled  upon  the  effort 
A  vacant  church  edifice  was  offered  to  us  for  about  one  third  its 
value.  We  purchased  it  on  the  4th  of  February,  1870.  Its  lo- 
cation, however,  was  objectionable ;  and  we  were  again  favored 
in  exchanging  it,  about  the  1st  of  June,  on  favorable  terms,  for 
the  very  property  we  most  wanted,  situated  in  the  heart  of  the 
village.  We  at  once  began  fitting  up  our  building  and  grounds, 
furnished  one  room  neatly  with  carpet,  tables,  chairs,  lamps,  and 
a  library  of  about  three  hundred  volumes.  We  occupied  the 
edifice  for  the  first  time  in  July,  1870. 

"The  property  is  valued  **g£$fm+  ft  oortusonly 
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about  half  that  amount  In  securing  the  money,  we  first  raised 
all  we  could  among  ourselves,  then  sent  out  a  committee  (mostly 
ladies)  to  solicit  from  our  neighbors,  and  very  soon  had  the  ne- 
cessary amount  Less  than  $200  will  pay  all  our  present  in- 
debtedness. 

"  In  addition  to  the  reading-room  and  the  regular  meetings, 
we  hold  Sunday  afternoon  and  weekly  union  prayer-meetings, 
and  sustain  a  mission  Sabbath-school  in  the  summer  season." 


Thb  Building  Fond  in  Montreal. — At  a  recent  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  reunion  in  Montreal,  the  President,  T. 
James  Claxton,  Esq.,  stated  that  for  the  new  building  over  $80,- 
000  in  pledges  and  cash  had  been  received  ;  and  it  was  estimated 
that  the  edifice,  to  be  complete  and  furnished,  would  cost  about 
$50,000.  The  building  will  be  a  commodious  one,  and  will  in- 
clude a  hall  to  accommodate  over  four  hundred  persons.  Also, 
an  extensive  library  and  reading-room.  Ground  had  not  yet 
been  broken,  owing  to  a  difficulty  with  the  present  occupant  of 
the  premises,  who  demands  an  exorbitant  sum  for  the  lease  he 
holds.    But  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  would  soon  be  commenced. 


A  REMARKABLE  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Few  events  in  the  history  of  our  work  in  this  country  or 
Europe  have  been  more  honorable  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  than  the  noble  fraternal  correspondence,  carried  on 
in  the  heat  of  the  late  German-French  war  by  members  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  two  belligerent  nations.  It  is  an  event 
worthy  of  much  wider  recognition  than  it  has  yet  received.  A 
full  account  of  the  letters  interchanged  will  be  found  in  another 
column.  They  are  a  cheering  sign  of  the  times,  a  new  evidence 
of  that  strong  revolt  against  appeals  to  the  sword  which  the  en- 
lightened public  opinion  of  Christendom  is  everywhere  encour- 
aging. 

Inter  arma  silent  lege* — in  the  clash  of  arms  the  laws  are  si- 
lent— is  a  familiar  axiom  of  warfare  ;  and  in  times  of  conflict 
Christians  have  been  too  willing  to  shield  themselves  under  it 
in  silencing  the  laws  of  fraternal  sympathy  and  intercourse  that 
allow  of  no  temporary  repeal.  Disciples  of  Christ  are  united  by 
ties  closer  and  dearer  than  those  of  country  and  fatherland.  It 
is  in  their  manly  and  affectionate  recognition  of  this  blessed 
truth  that  these  Christian  young  men  of  France  and  Germany 
challenge  our  highest  regard.  In  the  letters  they  interchange 
there  is  nothing  unbecoming  the  Christian  patriot  Indeed  in  the 
paragraphs  relating  to  the  political  situation  there  is  the  widest 
divergence  of  sentiment  They  argue  the  points  at  issue  with 
the  utmost  frankness.  Each  warmly  espouses  the  cause  of 
their  country.  On  the  one  side,  Germany  is  declared  innocent  of 
beginning  the  war,  and  her  policy  throughout  is  vindicated,  the 
French  empire  and  republic  being  alike  rebuked.  The  French 
brethren,  on  the  other  hand,  while  disowning  "  the  guilty  em- 
pire," protest  against  the  continuance  of  the  war  after  the  surren- 
der at  Sedan,  and  declare  the  wresting  away  of  French  territory 
"unjust,  unacceptable,  and  contrary  to  Christian  principles." 

This  manly  and  outspoken  expression  of  political  opinions  so 
conflicting  is  not,  however,  a  bar  to  cordial  Christian  intercourse. 
They  unite  in  decrying  war  and  that  wanton  appeal  to  the 
sword  which  had  been  so  fruitful  of  misery.  They  return 
thanks  for  the  mutual  Christian  "affection  and  sincerity"  they 
experience  from  one  another.  They  unite  their  prayers  for  the 
speedy  return  of  peace.  "  In  the  thought  that  they  are  united 
in  Christ  Jesus  by  the  ti«3  of  an  indestructible  fraternity"  they 
"  forget  for  a  moment  the  war  that  is  raging." 

It  is  with  such  Christian  sentiments  and  unity  that  they  seek 
to  arrive  at  a  political  agreement  They  were  not  indeed  success- 
ful in  attaining  this  object    National  instinct,  education,  and 


prejudice — as  natural  as  they  were  strong — prevailed.  But  is  not 
the  correspondence  itself  a  groping  after  some  better  mode  of  ar- 
bitration than  that  of  the  sword — an  appeal  from  unprincipled 
human  policy  to  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  f  Wo  do 
not  live  in  that  period  of  cessation  from  war  of  which  we  have  the 
sure  prophecy  in  God's  word ;  but  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  Christian  sentiment  of  the  age  is  more  outspoken  and  em- 
phatic than  ever  before  in  its  execration  of  war  and  its  enormi- 
ties. This  sentiment,  we  believe,  is  destined  to  grow  and  to 
assert  itself  with  more  and  more  authority.  We  are  glad  to 
know  that  it  had  voice  enough  to  make  itself  heard  above  the 
din  of  battle  in  the  late  fearful  struggle.  We  rejoice,  too,  that 
the  utterance  came  from  the  Christian  young  men „of  our  as- 
sociations. 

We  hope  yet  to  chronicle  happy  results  flowing  from  this  friend- 
ly Christian  correspondence.  On  its  appearance  in  the  Swiss  T.  M. 
C.  A.  Journal,  published  at  Lausanne — through  the  columns  of 
which  it  was  given  to  the  public — it  occasioned  the  appointment 
by  our  Swiss  brethren  of  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  the  restoration 
of  peace.  This  day,  January  15th,  was  also  observed  by  our  mem- 
bers in  London.  We  regret  that  the  announcement  reached  us 
too  late  for  any  observance  of  the  day  in  this  country.  But  in 
France  and  Germany,  in  Switzerland  and  England,  there  was 
concert  of  earnest  prayer.  Peace  between  the  two  countries  has 
been  concluded ;  but  we  look  for  a  further  answer  to  those  pray- 
ers, and  a  riper  result  of  this  correspondence  in  the  growth  of  a 
new  sympathy  between  our  French  and  German  brethreu.  No 
reestablishment  or  readjustment  of  cordial  relations  after  the 
war  is  necessary,  for  these  relations  have  not  been  disturbed. 
But  how  honorable  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  how  consonant 
with  the  spirit  of  their  late  correspondence  would  be  their 
speedy  union  and  fraternal  concert  in  some  joint  work  for  our 
common  Lord — a  work  in  which  it  would  be  well  if  all  our  asso- 
ciations in  every  land  could  efficiently  unite ! 

We  have  dwelt  with  pleasure  and  emphasis  on  this  Christian 
intercourse  so  honorably  maintained  between  our  French  and 
German  associations,  partly  because  we  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  our  delegates,  soon  to  assemble  in  Washington,  to  this, 
very  important  subject 

Since  our  last  General  Convention  met  at  Indianapolis  the 
thunder-cloud  of  a  terrible  war  has  burst  over  France  and  Ger- 
many, and  before  we  meet  again  peace  has  been  restored.  It  will 
be  fitting  and  natural  for  the  Associations  of  America,  in  conven- 
tion assembled,  to  send,  not  only  a  word  of  greeting  to  their  Euro- 
pean brethren  who  have  been  called  to  pass  through  an  ordeal  so 
terrible,  but  a  word  of  gratitude  and  congratulation  upon  their 
Christian  steadfastness  in  the  hour  of  trial 

A  Good  Method  of  State  Work.— The  State  Executive  Commit- 
tee of  Pennsylvania  will  hold  throughout  their  State,  during  the 
month  preceding  the  general  convention  at  Washington,  a  series  of 
a  dozen  or  more  local  or  district  conventions.  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell, 
who  has  been  laboring  with  the  brethren  in  Ohio  during  the  past 
winter,  will  accompany  members  of  the  committee  and  other 
earnest  workers  in  attendance  on  these  gatherings.  They  will 
bring,  we  believe,  a  glorious  report  to  the  assembled  delegates  in 
Washington  next  month. 

Some  who  are  to  speak  at  the  Washington  Convention. 
— Among  those  who,  at  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
have  promised  to  speak  at  our  approachtng  convention  on  the 
topics  announced  are :  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  of  Boston ;  John  Mor- 
rison Reid,  D.D.,of  Chicago ;  T.  James  Claxton,  Esq.,  of  Montreal ; 
Mr.  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia ;  Mr.  Moreau  S.  Crosby, 
of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ;  and  probably  President  Mark  Hopkins, 

of  Williams'  College. 
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WASHINGTON. 

[The  following  timely  words  from  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all  our  members,  and 
will  have  influence,  we  trust,  in  shaping  thought  and  action  with 
reference  to  the  convention.] 


The  Convention  to  assemble  on  the  24th  of  May  next  will  at- 
tract far  more  attention  than  cither  of  its  fifteen  predecessors. 
Meeting  in  the  Capital  city  of  our  nation  and  organized  under 
the  chairmanship  of  a  citizen  of  Great  Britain,  who  will  be  ac- 
companied by  a  larger  representation  of  his  own  people  than  have 
heretofore  been  present,  it  will  take  on  more  completely  than  ever 
an  international  character. 

Preparations  for  the  Convention  in  regard  to  the  matters  to  be 
submitted  to  it,  the  means  of  reaching  Washington  City,  and  the 
entertainment  of  the  delegates,  are  so  far  advanced,  and  indicate 
such  ultimate  completeness,  that  there  need  be  no  doubt  that  the 
promise  of  full  representation,  so  early  made,  so  much  considered, 
so  often  the  subject  of  earnest  prayer,  will  be  amply  fulfilled. 

Circumstances  peculiar  and  important  surrounding  this  gath- 
ering will  naturally  provoke  a  scrutiny  of  the  associations  by 
some  who  have  heretofore,  perhaps,  given  them  but  little  thought. 
The  question  of  the  popular  power  thero  is  in  them,  their  capa- 
city for  exerting  a  real,  substantial,  moulding  influence  upon  a 
community,  will  be  pondered  in  the  light  of  the  reports  presented, 
the  demeanor  of  the  individual  delegates,  and  the  actual  strength 
they  each  exhibit,  as  well  as  in  their  character  and  tone  as  an  en- 
tire body.  Among  those  who  watch  us  most  critically,  will  be 
some  who  have  helped  make  and  mould  great  parties,  and  who 
can  readily  determine  the  merit  of  our  claims  in  asserting  that 
the  associations  are  a  positive  power.  Visiting  Washington  as 
we  do,  we  challenge  the  attention  of  the  politician.  Heretofore 
prayer,  earnest,  frequent,  faithful,  has  marked  all  our  prepara- 
tions and  all  our  gatherings,  and  the  answer  has  been  vouchsafed 
in  the  felt  presence  and  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  The  honor 
of  Christ,  tho  divine  Saviour,  has  been  our  object  In  this  there 
should  be  no  change.  Rather,  should  not  our  zeal,  our  faith,  our 
devotion  be  greater  ?  There  is  but  one  answer,  Yes  I  Brethren, 
the  Master  said,  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  tho  Father  in  my 
name,  he  will  give  it  you."  See  ye  then  all  to  this !  Neither 
let  us  neglect  any  subordinate  means. 

There  should  be  no  mistake  in  regard  to  delegates.  Every 
association  should  send  its  best  representatives — those  most 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  its  work,  who  best  understand  it  from 
an  actual  participation  in  the  sacrifices  it  requires,  as  well  as  the 
joys  it  brings.  Let  us  have  no  mere  show  men,  nor  those  who 
come  because  they  have  long  wanted  to  sco  Washington,  and 
find  this  a  good  opportunity  to  see  it  cheap.  All  kinds  of  con- 
ventions— religious,  scientific,  and  political — have  too  many  from 
each  of  these  classes.  Let  the  delegates,  thus  wisely  selected, 
come  prepared  and  authorized  as  tho  actual  representatives  of  the 
opinions  of  their  constituents,  to  take  part  in  sober,  quiet,  unim- 
possioned  conferences  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  this  mighty  or- 
ganization, and  to  conclude  such  conferences  with  definite  aims  and 
satisfactory  action.  It  would  be  idle  to  claim  that  there  have 
been  no  mistakes  or  errors  in  the  past  The  abandonment  of 
Associations  in  two  or  three  large  towns,  where  they  are  unques- 
tionably needed,  shows  this.  Determinations  have  not  always 
been  reached  upon  full  consideration.  This  time  let  us  under- 
stand the  business  wc  transact,  and  the  declarations  we  make ; 
and  when  the  work  at  the  Convention  is  done,  let  it  be  so  done  that 
the  delegates,  when  they  return  to  their  homes,  can  sustain  it  with 
the  active  co3peration  of  the  whole  body  of  their  constituents. 

As  concerns  the  whole  Continent,  two  matters  possess  over- 
shadowing importance.    Unless  these  receive  practical  and  favor- 


able attention,  the  Associations,  for  the  next  few  years,  will  make 
little  progress. 

One  relates  to  a  system  of  visitation  for  those  States  and  Pro- 
vinces where  the  Associations  are  as  yet  few  or  weak.  The  Com- 
mittee must  have  the  means  to  hire  two  or  three  men  continuous- 
ly, and  more  from  lime  to  time,  as  occasion  may  require.  They 
must  also  be  able  to  pay  the  expenses  of  those  who  are  willing 
to  give  a  portion  of  their  time  to  this  work,  if  their  traveling  ex- 
penses are  paid.  There  arc  but  few  sections  where  our  position 
is  so  strong,  and  money  so  easily  obtained,  as  to  enable  local  so- 
cieties to  prosecute  a  State  work. 

The  second  matter  of  importance  is  the  maintenance  of  the 
Monthly.  It  must  not  bo  left  slowly  to  work  its  own  way  into 
power.  The  Committee  can  not  stand  by  the  orders  of  the  Con- 
vention in  regard  to  its  publication  unless  it  receives  the  support 
which  they  know  the  enterprise  merits.  After  doing  all  that 
men  in  their  position  properly  can  do  in  this  particular,  they 
will,  unless  sustained,  hand  over  to  others  the  trust  they  have 
all  felt  proud  to  hold. 

The  general  work  can  not  be  carried  on  without  the  paper. 
There  is  no  other  means  save  through  it,  coupled  with  the  sys- 
tem of  visitation  indicated  above,  of  maintaining  a  common  bond 
of  sympathy,  and  an  agreement  in  views  of  duty  and  forms  of 
service.  Five  years  ago,  with  less  than  one  hundred  societies,  the 
correspondence  of  the  Executive  Committee  could  reach  them  all ; 
now  this  is  impossible ;  the  Associations  are  one  thousand  in 
number,  and  span  the  Continent  from  Charlottetown  to  San 
Francisco.  There  should  be  two  things  done  for  the  paper  at 
Washington.  Its  subscription  list  should  be  carried  to  twenty 
thousand,  or  a  cash  capital  provided  for  it  which  will  enable  it 
to  compete  with  other  enterprises  which  make  a  show  of  adapt- 
ing their  publications  to  the  field  of  the  Associations. 

These  Societies,  under  God,  present  to-day  the  most  hopeful 
means  for  reaching  the  young  men  of  America  with  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  They  are  not  in  tho  place  of  the  Church,  or  on  a  par 
with  it ;  but  they  are  its  arm  and  agent  for  this  special  purpose. 
No  gift  or  sacrifice  made  by  us  for  our  fellows  in  this  land  for 
Christ's  sake,  will  he  suffer  to  fail  or  to  pass  unrewarded.  Let 
us  go  up  to  this  Convention  believing  this,  and  realizing  also 
that  this  great  cause  requires  great  things  at  our  hands. 


ILLEGAL  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  ARRESTED. 

Success  has  attended  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  association  in 
Scranton,  Pa.,  to  suppress  the  illegal  and  unlicensed  part  of  the 
liquor  traffic  in  that  city.  Fifty-seven  indictments  were  entered 
in  the  courts.  The  popular  agitation  of  the  matter  began  with 
the  publication  of  the  liquor-sellers'  protest  and  defiance,  which 
we  noticed  last  month. 

"  The  following  Sunday,"  writes  Mr.  Boies,  President  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.,  "sermons  on  the  subject  were  preached  in  nearly 
all  the  pulpits  of  Scranton,  Romanist  as  well  as  Protestant,  and 
on  Monday  the  trial  of  the  fifty-seven  indictments  began.  A 
very  general  interest  was  aroused,  and  Christians  were  awakened 
to  a  new  view  of  their  duty  on  the  subject  of  temperance  reform." 

With  this  awakening  of  a  spirit  of  vigilance  and  a  general  deter- 
mination to  enforce  in  future  the  observance  of  the  laws,  the  pro- 
secutors were  content  On  the  temperate  recommendation  of  the 
judge,  the  indictments,  owing  to  the  unprotested  violation,  for  a 
long  period,  of  the  law,  were  withdrawn,  the  accused  paying  tho 
cost,  and  being  given  to  distinctly  understand  that  similar  of- 
fenses will,  in  future,  be  visited  with  prompt  and  unforgiving  pro- 
secution. "It  has  given  the  liquor-sellers,"  writes  Mr.  Boies, 
"  a  thorough  scare.  Their  costs  have  been  between  $1200  and 
$1500.  They  promise  to  observe  the  laws  hereafter,  if  wc  will 
let  them  alone.    We  dictated  terms,  and  gave  them  from  10  a.m. 
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till  1}  p.m.  to  collect  their  funds.    We  arc  congratulated  over  the 
result.     I  think  the  constables  will  now  do  their  duty  better." 

By  exhibiting  this  zeal  and  activity  as  Christian  citizens,  vigi- 
lant that  the  laws  should  not  be  violated  with  impunity,  our 
members  in  Scranton  have  set  an  excellent  example  to  all  Ameri- 
can Christian  young  men.  The  neglect  of  our  duty  as  citizens  for 
the  engrossing  cares  of  family  and  business  is  an  offense  so  com- 
mon that  it  almost  escapes  our  notice,  till  some  observant  stran- 
ger, like  Mr.  Thomas  Hughes,  on  his  late  visit  to  this  country, 
expresses  surprise  and  astonishment  that  the  educated  and  the 
Christian  young  men  of  America  are  so  profoundly  indifferent 
to  tho  simplest  duties  of  citizenship.  This  will  cease,  however, 
to  escape  our  notice  when  wo  find  ourselves,  business,  family, 
church,  and  all  we  hold  dear,  in  the  hands  of  roughs  and  the  un- 
principled men  who  are  so  rapidly  getting  controlling  influence  in 
all  departments  of  our  government.  Let  us  awake  in  time  to  our 
duty,  and  see  to  it  that  we  faithfully  we  our  rights  and  privile- 
ges in  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  good  laws,  as  well  as  in 
the  discharge  of  every  other  obligation  resting  upon  us  as  Chris- 
tian citizens  of  the  republic. 


"MAKE  NOT  MT  FATHER'S  HOUSE  A  HOUSE  OF 
MERCHANDISE." 

These  words  of  our  Lord  rebuked  those  who  were  pushing 
trade  and  business — legitimate  enough  in  itself — into  places  and 
times  consecrated  to  higher  uses.  The  temple  was  for  religious 
thought,  service,  and  worship.  Men  and  women  went  there,  not 
only  not  to  make  bargains  or  think  of  trading,  but  in  such  a 
frame  of  mind — if  they  were  under  the  influence  of  proper  mo- 
tives— that  the  suggestion  of  such  mercantile  subjects  was  an  in- 
trusion. It  was  a  piece  of  impertinence  as  well  as  an  act  of 
sacrilcgo  for  those  money-loving  and  money-changing  Jews  to 
spread  their  wares  and  coin-tables  before  the  eyes  of  those  who 
were  seeking  the  temple  in  the  spirit  of  true  Israelites. 

We  call  attention  to  this  rebuke  of  our  Lord  because  it  has  a 
direct  application  to  all  attempts  to  intrude  our  trade  and  busi- 
ness upon  the  notice  of  the  brethren,  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  tho 
impression  that  we  are  making  a  trade  of  our  religion  or  of  our  re- 
ligious opportunities.  In  this  day  of  importunate  and  universal 
advertising,  such  a  caution  is  needed,  as  this  strange  story  sadly 
testifies: 

One  of  our  secular  periodicals  holds  up  justly  for  ridicule  the 
following  device,  adopted  at  one  of  our  conventions,  and  which 
naturally  seems  to  the  editor  to  be  of  a  "religio-comic"  de- 
scription. 

It  seems  that  just  before  the  assembling  of  this  State  Conven- 
tion last  season,  in  the  churches  of  the  city  where  the  delegates 
were  to  meet,  circulars  were  distributed  containing  a  notice  of  the 
approaching  gathering.  But  very  conspicuously  on  the  circular 
was  also  printed :  "  These  programmes,  as  furnished  us  by  the 
proper  committees,  are  presented  to  the  public  with  the  compli- 
ments of ."  Then  follows  the  name  and  address  of  a  busi- 
ness firm  where,  in  true  advertising  style,  all  are  invited  to  come 
and  trade. 

This  incident  does  not  stand  alone.  We  cite  it  as  a  case  in 
point,  and  to  warn  our  members  with  all  earnestness  against  to- 
lerating such  devices  for  securing  help.  They  bring  a  reproach  and 
ridicule  upon  our  cause  which  far  outweighs  any  temporary  advan- 
tage seSured.  But  more  than  this,  they  are  rebuked  by  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  which  should  animate  us  in  all  our  work  for  Him.  When 
we  are  seeking  the  souls  and  spiritual  welfare  of  our  fellow-men, 
whether  in  talk,  in  prayer-meeting,  or  in  convention,  the  time 
and  place  are  sacred.  We  may  not  intrude  our  wares  without 
kindling  again  the  indignation  that  could  not  endure  the  sight  of 
money-changers  and  traders  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem. 


CLOSE   OF   THE    CRUSADE    IN   OHIO. 

Tns  crusade  in  Ohio,  after  lasting  sixty  days,  ended  March 
19th,  at  Hamilton ;  report  meetings  being  held  on  the  20th,  at 
Cincinnati,  and  on  the  21st,  at  Cleveland.  Including  tho  last  two 
named  cities,  thirty-five  towns  were  visited,  Mr.  K.  A.  Burncll 
being  at  each  place.  He  was  accompanied  by  delegates  varying 
in  number:  Cleveland  sent  ten  delegates  to  nine  places;  Salem, 
eight  delegates  to  six  places;  Zanesvillc,  seven  delegates  to 
seven  places,  and  nine  other  towns  sent  several  to  join  the  dele- 
gation at  various  points  in  the  tour.  Fivo  sessions  were  on  an 
average  held  in  each  place ;  thus  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
meetings  were  assembled  in  the  sixty  days.  The  remarkable 
weather  made  it  possible  to  introduce  open-air  speaking  as  early 
as  February  25th.  These  meetings  were  generally  announced 
by  the  ringing  of  a  bell  through  the  streets,  and  largo  crowds 
were  assembled.  Mr.  Burnell  makes  these  interesting  state- 
ments at  tho  closo  of  a  long  report,  which  reaches  us  too  late  for 
as  extended  notice  as  we  desire  to  publish.  He  estimates  that 
"the  delegations  have  been  heard  by  nearly  fifteen  hundred 
people,  on  an  average,  at  each  place,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
during  the  crusade  at  least  fifty  thousand  people  have  come 
within  sound  of  the  Gospel,  multitudes  of  whom  rarely  if  ever 
enter  our  churches." 

"  Mittaket,"  he  adds,  "arc  of  course  to  be  recorded.  A  promi- 
nent one  was  the  failure  to  send  beforehand  a  printed  programme 
of  topics,  and  to  notify  thoroughly  pastors,  editors,  etc.  Our 
report  itself  testifies  to  the  unfortunate  brevity  of  sessions  lasting 
only  one  day." 

The  statement  in  our  columns  last  month  gave  some  account 
of  the  crusade  as  far  as  Massillon.  The  programme  was  deviated 
from  a  trifle.  Columbus  and  Crestline  were  substituted  for 
Woostcr,  and  the  tour  ended  at  Hamilton,  instead  of  Marietta. 

At  Canton,  rooms  in  the  best  block  on  the  best  corner  have 
been  donated  to  tho  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  for  fif- 
teen years.  At  Bucyrut,  new  rooms  were  dedicated,  and  $400 
raised  for  tho  prosecution  of  the  work.  At  Mount  Vernon,  $200 
wore  raised  for  current  expenses,  and  rooms  worth  $200  in  a  new 
block  were  donated.  At  Hamilton,  $200  were  raised  to  carry 
on  the  work  there. 

We  shall  have  time*  and  space  to  say  much  more  of  the  results 
of  the  crusade  in  our  next  paper. 


The  Proceedings  or  TnE  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  o»  the; 
Young  Men's  Christian  State  Association  Or  Onto  have  just 
appeared  in  pamphlet  form,  and  will  amply  repay  perusal.  Tho 
convention  or  State  Association  met  in  Cincinnati,  November  4th 
to  6th,  1870.  Forty-five  associations  reported,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  4586.  They  spent  during  the  year  in  association 
work  $21,250.  The  numbers  of  conversions  reported,  as  the  di- 
rect result  of  their  efforts,  is  321.  A  tabular  statement  of  the 
names  and  officers  of  the  association  is  given,  which  we  hope  to 
reprint  in  a  future  number.  One  hundred  and  twenty  delegates, 
representing  28  associations,  and  33  corresponding  members,  con* 
stituted  tho  convention.         —— — 

Of  Mr.  Weidensall's  tour  in  Michigan,  and  the  organiza- 
tion of  eight  new  associations  in  that  State,  an  interesting  account 
will  be  found  in  another  column. 

"  Tent  Services."  Religions  services  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  will  be  held  on  Sabbath 
evening,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  in  the  tent  now  used  by  Profes- 
sor Pratt  for  educating  horses,  corner  Penna.  avenue  and  Thirteenth 
street.  Short  addresses,  good  staffing.  All  are  invited."  This  is 
the  form  of  a  circular  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Pittsburg,  announcing 
services  that  are  admirably  fitted  to  bring  within  the  sound  of  the 
Gospel  multitudes  who  never  enter  our  churches. 
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CIRCULAR    CALLING    THE    WASHINGTON 
CONVENTION. 

The  following  circular,  dated  New-York,  March  11th,  has  been 
issued  by  our  General  Executive  Committee  : 

T»  the  Younj  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States 

and  British  Provinces: 

Dear  Bketuren  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  adjourn 
ing  the  Indianapolis  Convention,  the  Executive  Committee  an- 
nounces that  the  sixteenth  annual  convention  of  these  societies 
will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  24th  day  of  May  next, 
and  that  the  meeting  for  organization  will  be  held  at  ten  o'clock 
a.m.,  of  that  day. 

As  instructed  at  Indianapolis,  the  Executive  Committee  will 
submit  the  following,  among  other  topics,  for  consideration  and 
discussion  in  the  convention  : 

L   God's  Word — How  shall  it  bo  studied,  and  how  shall  the 

study  of  it  be  promoted  in  our  associations  ? 
II.   Modern  Skepticism  in  its  relations  to  young  men — how 

shall  it  be  met  by  our  associations  1 
III.   Secular  Instruction — what  place  should  it  have  in  the  work 

of  our  associations  f 
IT.  Young  Men  in  Business — what  are  their  temptations,  and 

how  shall  they  be  resisted  ? 
Y.    Money  for  the  support  of  our  Associations — how  shall  it  be 

raised? 
VI.   Our  Religious  Work — how  shall  it  be  made  more  effective  ? 

Well-known  gentlemen  have  been  invited  to  address  the  con- 
vention, in  opening  the  foregoing  topics,  for  not  more  than  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  to  be  followed  by  a  general  discussion. 

Questions  relating  to  the  frequency  of  the  general  conventions, 
and  the  ratio  of  representation,  will  also  be  submitted  for  dis- 
cussion and  action.  The  convention  will  also  be  requested  to 
take  action : 

(1.)  In  regard  to  the  general  work  placed  in  the  hands  of  this 
committee.  If  it  shall  be  decided  to  prosecute  it  as  heretofore, 
or  to  extend  and  enlarge  it,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  conven- 
tion to  provide  the  money  therefor. 

(8.)  In  regard  to  the  periodical  published  by  the  order  of  the 
conventions.  This  committee  has  already  declared  its  conviction 
that  the  progress  which  has  marked  these  societies,  and  the  har- 
mony which  has  characterized  their  action  and  influence,  can  not 
be  maintained  without  it  But  the  responsibility  of  its  publica- 
tion should  not  be  cast  upon  the  committee  for  another  year, 
unless  the  associations  are  prepared  to  give  it  a  practical  and 
hearty  support,  and  this  should  be  indicated  through  instruc- 
tions given  to  their  delegates. 

(3.)  In  regard  to  the  publication  and  distribution  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  convention,  the  addresses  prepared  by  invitation 
upon  the  special  topics,  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  prosecu- 
tion and  extension  of  association  work. 

The  basis  of  representation  is  fixed  upon  a  computation  of  all 
active  members  of  associations  who  have  paid  their  dues.  Those 
having  one  hundred  members  or  less  are  allowed  three  delegates  ; 
for  every  additional  one  hundred  members  or  fraction  thereof  ex- 
ceeding fifty,  one  delegate  is  allowed ;  but  no  association  is  al- 
lowed more  than  fifteen  delegates.  No  association  organized 
since  the  Portland  Convention  will  be  allowed  representation 
unless  the  test  of  membership  then  fixed — that  is,  membership 
in  an  evangelical  church — be  incorporated  in  its  constitution. 
The  committee  earnestly  request  the  proper  officer  of  each  asso- 
ciation to  fill  up  the  inclosed  blank,  [a  statistical  report  of  the  as- 
sociation,] and  return  it  to  the  committee  on  or  before  20th  April. 

A  circular  will  shortly  be  issued  by  the  Washington  Associa- 
tion, embracing  all  matters  of  detail  within  their  province,  such 


as  rates  of  fare,  place  of  meeting,  reception  of  delegates,  and  the 
like,  which  will  render  unnecessary  any  special  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  the  brethren. 

Inclosed  arc  blank  certificates  for  delegates  to  the  convention. 
Each  delegate  should  be  provided  with  one.  These  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  proper  committee,  which  will  be  in  attendance  for 
one  hour  before  the  opening  of  the  convention,  and  none  but 
delegates  thus  accredited  will  be  admitted  to  the  floor  until  after 
the  organization  is  completed. 

As  this  convention  must  in  an  especial  manner  attract  atten- 
tion, and  as  its  influence  must  be  wide-spread  and  deeply  felt, 
the  Executive  Committee  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  respectfully  and 
earnestly  to  remind  the  associations  of  the  necessity  of  sending, 
as  their  representatives,  men  of  wisdom,  spirituality,  and  a  sound 
mind,  and  also  of  praying  fervently  to  the  God  of  all  wisdom 
and  love  that  the  deliberations  and  work  of  the  convention 
may  be  guided' and  blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  the  glory 
of  the  Saviour  and  the  establishment  of  his  kingdom. 
Fraternally  yours, 

Signed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 


Further  Postponement  of  the  World's  Conference  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. — Owing  to  the  crippled 
condition  of  many  associations  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  it  has 
been  deemed  best  to  postpone  for  another  year  the  World's  Con- 
ference of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  this  summer  in  Amsterdam,  Holland.  A  confe- 
rence of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  Holland,  how- 
ever, will  be  held  in  that  city  this  summer ;  and  we  hope  it  may 
be  possible  to  secure  there  the  attendance,  informally,  of  delegates 
or  corresponding  members  from  associations  in  other  countries  of 
Europe. 

Mr.  Van  Oosterwijk  Brutn,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
active  and  indefatigable  in  the  work  of  our  Associations  on  the 
European  continent,  continues,  we  are  sorry  to  learn,  prostrated 
by  illness,  and  has  temporarily  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Utrecht  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  The  loss  of  his  aid  and 
cooperation  is  seriously  felt  All  who  love  our  cause  will  unite 
in  the  hope  and  prayer  that  he  may  be  speedily  restored  in  vigor 
to  his  home  and  work. 

How  TO  Secuke  a  BxnujrNG  is  the  title  of  an  excellent 
article  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  which  appeared 
in  our  paper  last  June.  We  have  been  frequently  applied  to  for 
the  article,  till  the  supply  of  that  number  of  the  monthly  is  ex- 
hausted. We  cheerfully  accede  to  requests  for  the  reappearance 
of  the  article  in  our  columns.  It  is  full  of  instructive  suggestion 
to  those  who  are  planning  to  build  a  house  for  their  association, 
and  certainly  all  who  have  not  already  secured  such  an  edifice 
should  be  making  plans  in  that  direction. 

In  the  Advertisement  of  the  Methodist,  a  vigorous  weekly 
religious  paper,  ably  edited  by  Rev.  G.  R.  Crooks,  D.D.,  and 
Rev.  Abel  Stevens,  D.D.,  the  following  paragraph  was  misprinted 
in  our  issue  of  last  month :  "  Although  bearing  a  denominational 
name,  it  is  independent  of  official  patronage  and  control ;  believ- 
ing thoroughly  in  Methodism  as  a  means  of  reaching  and  saving 
men,  it  is  at  the  same  time  liberal  and  catholic  in  its  bearing  to- 
ward other  sects." 

— .— ^^  * 

Good  Seed  is  the  title  of  a  monthly  paper  just  issued  by  the 
association  in  Portland,  Maine.  It  is  full  of  excellent  reading- 
and  reflects  credit  on  the  enterprise  of  its  managers.  The  first 
number  (March,  1870)  contains  a  history  of  tho  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  in  Portland,  an  abstract  of  which  we  give 
in  another  column. 
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(Qutstioit    gratotr. 

Question. — In  our  association  we  have  a  "  Standing  Committee ' 
of  the  Association  and  a  "  Board  of  Managers."  I  notice  that  some 
associations  have  the  latter  only.  Some  of  our  members  think  we 
could  accomplish  more  if  the  standing  committee  could  be  united 
with  the  board,  thus  making  a  larger  number  of  committees  in 
that  body,  but  reducing  the  number  on  each  committee.  As  it  is 
now,  the  two  bodies  work  independently,  and  hardly  know  what 
each  is  doing.     What  course  would  you  advise  t 

Answer. — The  Board  of  Managers  would  be'  unwieldy  if  made 
large  enough  to  embrace  all  necessary  committees.  A  perfect  un- 
derstanding between  the  board  and  committees  can  readily  be  se 
cured  by  making  the  acting  executive  officer  of  the  association, 
generally  the  president,  or  secretary,  or  superintendent,  a  member 
ex-offlcio  of  all  standing  committees,  both  of  the  board  and  asso- 
ciation. He  can  then  attend  the  regular  meetings  of  the  committee, 
assist  them  with  his  advice,  and  secure  unity  of  action  between 
them  and  the  board.  In  some  cases,  it  may  be  well  to  make  both 
the  president  and  secretary — if  both  are  actively  at  work  in  and 
with  the  association — members  ex-offlcio  of  .all  committees. 


Question. — Our  association  is  planning  and  working  for  a  build- 
ing. Sow  shall  we  change  our  constitution  so  as  to  hold  the  property 
in  the  best  and  securest  way  t 

Answer. — Taking  up  the  new  constitution  of  the  Cleveland  As- 
sociation, adopted  on  the  occasion  of  their  recent  purchase  of  a 
building,  we  find  the  reply  of  that  association  to  the  above 
question. 

Article  IV, Section  V.,  reads-  "There  shall  be  a  board  of  nine 
trustees,  in  whom  shall  be  vested  the  title  to  any  real  estate,  and 
who  shall  hold  the  same,  and  any  permanent  funds  that  may  be 
acquired  by  this  association,  in  trust  perpetually  ;  each  of  whom 
shall  be  a  member  in  good  standing  of  one  of  the  Protestant 
evangelical  denominations  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and 
not  more  than  three  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  any  one  de- 
nomination. The  president  of  this  association  for  the  time  shall, 
ex-offlcio,  be  one  of  said  trustees.  In  case  of  his  decease  or  resig- 
nation, the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  in 
order,  until  a  reelection,  as  provided  by  this  constitution.  Jos. 
Perkins,  James  M.  Hoyt,  J.  H.  Devereux,  Horace  Benton,  James  F. 
Clark,  S.  H.  Sheldon,  Henry  Chisholm,  and  J.  J.  Elwell,  together 
with  the  president  of  this  association,  are  hereby  constituted  such 
board  of  trustees.  And  whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  in  said  board, 
(except  as  heretofore  mentioned  and  provided  for,)  it  shall  be  filled 
by  a  majority  vote  of  those  remaining." 

Sec.  7.  "  The  purchase,  sale,  and  conveyance  of  real  estate,  or 
the  disposal  of  the  permanent  funds  belonging  to  this  associa- 
tion, shall  be  made  only  upon  the  concurrent  action  of  two 
thirds  of  the  board  of  trustees,  with  two  thirds  of  the  mem 
bers  of  this  association  present  at  any  regular  meeting." 

Sec.  8.  "The  real  estate  held  by  this  association  shall  not  be 
liable  for  any  future  debt  or  obligation  of  the  association,  unless 
the  same  shall  have  been  contracted  with  the  written  approval 
of  the  board  of  trustees." 

Sec.  9.  "All  gifts  or  bequests  to  the  permanent  funds  of  this 
association,  accompanied  with  conditions,  shall  be  applied  in 
accordance  therewith." 

It  would  be  well  for  those  seeking  information  on  this  point 
to  write  to  various  associations  owning  buildings  for  copies  of 
their  constitution,  that  they  may  thus  get  the  best  kind  of 
answers  to  their  question. 


Jfneibmis  front  %  fJmgerHUding. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  oor  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  officers  of 
the  Associations,  and  from  all  Interested  in  our  dally  or  weekly  prayer-tneetliigs,  we  will 
welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incident*  occurring  or  narrated  In  any  of  these 
meetings. 

Strangers  Blessed.  Visited  and  Rescued  in  Pri- 
son. A  stranger  said,  "lam  from  the  South,  and  am  spending 
several  months  in  your  city.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  reading-room  was 
a  convenient  resort  for  me  in  the  afternoons,  and  so  I  was  frequent- 
ly there.  Each  day,  at  4  p.m.,  it  was  announced  that  a  prayer- 
meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  adjoining  parlor,  and  all  were  in- 
vited to  attend.  I  had  no  interest  in  such  things,  and  gave  no 
heed  to  the  call,  till  one  day,  under  a  strong,  strange  impulse,  I 
came  here.  Before  the  meeting  ended,  I  rose  for  prayer,  and  here 
in  this  room  I  believe  I  gave  myself  to  God.  I  shall  return  to  my 
home  a  different  man.  Pray  for  me  that  I  may  be  kept  from  fall- 
ing, and  honor  my  Saviour  in  my  life.  Be  encouraged  in  your 
prayers  and  efforts  in  this  blessed  place." 

A  voice  full  of  tremor  said,  '  I  have  been  dragged  by  the  collar 
to  the  feet  of  Justice,  and  have  spent  years  in  prison.  A  lady 
toiled  for  me  for  four  years,  and  has  at  last  brought  me  to  the 
feet  of  Christ.    Pray  for  me."    The  meeting  was  deeply  moved. 

Another  rose  for  prayer.  "  I  have  learned  to  love  this  meeting," 
he  said.  "  I  came  here  indifferent  to  the  subject  of  religion. 
Though  well  instructed  in  the  Bible,  I  was  hardened  in  unbelief. 
But  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  visited  me.  Here  I  have  been 
blessed  with  saving  grace.    Pray  for  me." 

LDally  Prayer-Meetlng,  4  r.M.,  Y.  M.  0.  A.,  New- York  City.] 


Believing,  Prevailing  Prayer.  Children  Wel- 
comed. One  of  our  members,  engaged  as  clerk  on  a  war  vessel 
of  the  navy,  at  a  station  in  the  West-Indies,  found  himself,  in 
company  with  two  other  Christian  young  men,  surrounded  by  irre- 
ligious influences.  Feeling  the  need  of  prayer  and  Christian  in- 
tercourse, the  three  held  a  prayer-meeting,  and  persevered,  in  the 
face  of  scoffs  and  persecution  from  their  comrades,  until  God 
blessed  their  efforts  in  bringing  a  large  part  of  the  crew  to  attend 
the  meeting.  It  was  a  precious  season  of  religious  interest  that 
they  then  enjoyed,  and  twenty  sailors  were  hopefully  converted. 

Some  time  ago,  a  teacher  in  an  industrial  school  brought  one  of 
her  scholars  to  our  meeting.  The  little  boy  was  welcomed  and  in- 
vited to  bring  his  schoolmates.  The  next  morning  he  brought 
about  twenty  of  them,  and  this  number  increased  until  frequently 
there  were  forty  present,  boys  and  girls.  Many  attended  regularly 
for  three  months,  and  four  of  the  number  made  very  simple  and 
childlike  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ.— E.  T.  C. 

[T.  M.  C.  A.  Dally  Prayer-Meeting,  8  a.  M,  Newark,  N.  J.] 


Question. — Wliat  is  the  secret  of  success  in  work  for  Christl 
Answer,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  at  the  Tidioute  Con- 
vention.   "  An  unreserved  consecration  of  the  heart  and  life  to 
the  Master's  service." 


u  That's  the  Way  I  want  to  come  !"  We  had  just 
stopped  singing,  "  Just  as  I  am — without  one  plea,"  when  a  young 
man  rose  and  said,  "  Christian  friends,  that's  just  the  way  I  want  to 
come  to  Christ ;  pray  for  me."  The  angels  must  have  sung  their 
sweet  anthem  around  the  Father's  throne ;  for  that  young  man  is 
to-day  a  living  witness  of  the  power  of  Christ  to  forgive  sins  on 
earth.  These  meetings  that  we  have  been  holding  in  the  engine- 
halls  for  the  past  two  years  have  not  borne  visible  fruit  till  now, 
and  we  are  greatly  encouraged  to  go  on  sowing  the  seed  of  the 
Gospel  and  watering  it  with  fervent  prayer. — C.  P.  W. 

[Sunday  Evening  Meeting  Y.  M.  0.  A.,  Marblchead,  Man  J 


From  Scranton,  Pa.,  Mr.  Boies  writes,  "  Our  meetings 
have  been  well  attended.  The  religious  interest  continues.  Nine 
rose  for  prayer  on  Friday  and  five  on  Sunday.  We  have  added 
250  volumes  to  our  library  within  a  month. 

"  Our  exciting  campaign  against  the  liquor-sellers  has  stirred 
up  the  whole  county.  We  are  getting  resolutions  of  thanks  from 
all  sides.    Two  of  the  papers  abused  us  roundly.*' 


"  Thb  nearer  the  bow  of  prayer  is  drawn  to  the  earth,''  says 
Bishop  Hall,  "  the  further  will  the  arrow  of  supplication  reach  to- 
ward the  throne  of  God," 
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JTerjus  of  Associations. 

NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


t^S~  For  this  department  we  ask  contribution!  from  the  brethren  In  oil  onr 
Associations.  Items  npon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially 
welcome : 

1.  New  features  In  the  work. 

8.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

T.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  thcleast success  have  been  achieved. 
l~3T"  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  our  office  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  snch  number  appears. 

ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 

Wb  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  onr  Associa- 
tions. We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  160  w.  Baltimore  St. 
Bcllcfonte,  Pa.,  Bush's  Arcade. 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Main  St. 
Boston,  Maw..  Tremont  St. 
Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  8o  and  8j  Fulton  Ave. 
Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St. 
Chicago,  lU.,  FanreU  Ball. 
Cincinnati,  0.,  xa  Vine  St. 
Cleveland,  O.,  79  Public  Square. 
Dayton,  0.,  as  North  Main  St. 
Detroit,  i>  and  18  Merrill  Block. 
Halifax,  N.  8.,  1S3  Hollli  St. 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  »  King  St.  East. 
Hanlaburg,  Pa.,  College  Block. 
Hartford,  Ct.,  (W.  C.  A.,)  11  Peart  St. 
Indianapolis,  ludM  Penna.  Market  St. 
Jancsvllle  ,Wls.,  E.  Milwaukee  St. 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrlmac  Sta. 


Madison,  Wit.,  Plnckncy  St. 
Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sta. 
Newark,  N.  J.,  173  Broad  St. 
Kew.Brunswlcfc,  N.  J.,  $4  Church  St. 
New-Haven,  Chape)  and  Orange  Sta. 
New- York,  Fourth  Ave.  &  Twenty-third  St. 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 
Philadelphia,  1110  Chestnut  St. 
Pittsburg,  Pa..  Penn.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St 
Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Brown  Sta. 
Ponghkcepsle,  N.  Y.,  Main  and  Market  Sta. 
Roxbury,  Mash.,  1806  Washington  St. 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sutter  St. 
Scranton,  Pa.,  334  Lackawanna  Ave. 
St.  Catharine'! ,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  Sc  Ontario  Sta. 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  309  North  Fifth  St. 
Toledo,  0.,  ■;  Hartford  Block. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 


Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St,  near  Central  Ave.  Worcester,  Mass.,  Chapln's  Block,  Pearl  St. 

ABROAD. 
Dublin,  Ireland,  54  Upper  Sackvffle  St,         London,  165  Aldcrsgate  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 

Liverpool,  44  Rauahaw  St.  Paris,  France,  160  Rue  Moutniartre, 


ACTIVITY  IN   THE   SOUTH. 

Good  News  from  Selma,  Ala.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Selma,  Ala.,  Mr.  L.  P.  McKee,  writes, 

"  Onr  Association  dates  its  organization  about  one  year  since, 
bat  has  not  until  within  two  months  past  becomo  thoroughly 
organized  and  alive  to  the  work. 

"  We  have  a  suit  of  rooms  in  an  eligible  locality  in  the  business 
part  of  the  city,  which  are  nicely  furnished,  one  of  which  we  use 
as  a  free  reading-room  and  library,  open  daily  from  seven  to 
ten  p.m.  The  other  we  use  for  our  business  and  devotional 
meetings. 

"  We  have  a  full  attendance  at  our  weekly  prayer- jieetings, 
(which  occur  on  Monday  evening  of  each  week,)  and  much  interest 
is  manifested. 

"  Our  membership  is  about  125,  and  we  have  applications  at 
every  meeting  for  new  members.  We  hope  to  do  a  good  work  for 
the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  will  report  our  success, 
as  it  may  be  the  means  of  doing  good  to  others. 

"  The  Association  Monthly  is  read  with  a  great  deal  of  interest 
by  those  who  are  now  subscribers.  I  have  begun  a  new  list,  and 
hope  to  add  to  the  present  number  some  ten  or  fifteen  more." 


The  Work  Begun  in  New-Orleans.  First  Meeting. 

The  following  cheering  intelligence  comes  from  New-Orleans,  La, 
A  correspondent  writes, 

"  Pursuant  to  a  call  advertised  for  several  days  in  the  leading 
papers  of  our  city,  a  full  and  enthusiastic  meeting  assembled  at 
the  Bible  House  on  the  evening  of  March  14th,  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  an  association.  There  were  present  representatives 
from  six  evangelical  denominations,  and  it  was  declared  to  be  the 
opinion  of  all  that  an  organization  should  be  effected  at  once.  To 
accomplish  this  object,  a  committee  of  two  from  each  denomina- 
tion represented  was  appointed  to  draft  «,  constitution  and  by- 


laws, and  report  the  same  at  the  next  meeting.  A  committee 
was  also  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  pastors  of  the  several  churches, 
and  solicit  their  cooperation  in  the  enterprise  thus  inaugurated. 

"  Brief  addresses  of  the  most  encouraging  character  were  made 
by  two  of  the  pastors  present,  and  by  other  prominent  citizens, 
who  heartily  indorsed  the  object,  and  pledged  to  the  coming  asso- 
ciation their  active  cooperation  and  substantial  support.  The 
meeting  adjourned  to  Tuesday  evening,  March  21st,  at  which  time 
a  draft  of  a  constitution  and  by-laws  will  be  submitted  for  adoption. 

"  Thus  the  Master  encourages  us  to  go  forward  in  this  most 
blessed  field  of  labor.  Some  of  us  have  prayed  earnestly  and 
often  for  God's  blessing  upon  this  attempt  to  reach  the  young 
men  of  this  city,  and  win  some  of  them  at  least  from  sin  to  holiness ; 
and  again  wo  have  had  proof  given  us  that  '  He  is  not  slack  con- 
cerning his  promises.' " 


Mr.  WeidensaWs  Tour  in  Michigan.  Eight  New 
Associations  Formed.  The  last  Michigan  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Convention  met  at  Jackson,  January  17th 
and  18th.  Immediately  upon  its  adjournment,  Mr.  Robert  Wei- 
densall, Western  Agent  of  our  committee,  who  was  present  at  its 
session,  started  on  a  tour  through  Michigan  in  the  interest  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  With  the  good  advice  of  the 
brethren,  he  marked  out  an  excellent  route,  and  visited  some  fifteen 
towns,  founding  associations  in  as  many  as  eight,  namely,  Albion, 
Muskegon,  Lowell,  Greenville,  Ypsilanti,  Port  Huron,  Adrian,  and 
Kalamazoo. 

At  Albion,  Mr.  Weidensall  met  a  hearty  welcome.  Attending 
a  daily  prayer-meeting  just  instituted  there,  the  proposition  to  found 
a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  cordially  entertained.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  take  the  preliminary  steps,  and  the  or- 
ganization was  duly  effected. 

At  Lansing,  a  city  of  5000  inhabitants,  and  where  fifteen 
different  religious  denominations  exist,  it  was  difficult  to  arouse  an 
active  interest  in  union  work ;  but  a  union  committee  was  appointed 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 

At  Greenville,  on  the  Flat  River,  a  manufacturing  place,  and 
the  supply  depot  and  resort  of  between  2000  and  8000  lumbermen, 
a  promising  work  was  begun.  A  large  number  of  the  leading 
business  men  are  Christians,  and  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the 
enterprise.  Indeed,  the  organization  had  already  been  talked  about, 
and  to  carry  out  the  project  proved  not  difficult.  It  is  hoped  that 
a  building  will  soon  be  erected  for  the  association  in  this  place. 

In  tlie  State  Normal  School,  at  Ypsilanti,  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  was  formed,  and  Mr.  Weidensall  expresses 
the  opinion  that  such  institutions  furnish  admirable  openings  for 
our  societies.  Here  teachers  are  trained  who  will  soon  be  in  their 
professional  work  in  many  parts  of  the  State,  and  will  generally 
prove  persons  of  influence  in  each  community,  besides  having  com- 
mand of  a  school-room  where  an  association  could  begin  its  work. 

In  the  other  towns  above  named,  similar  success  attended  Mr. 
Weidensall's  labors.  In  many  cases,  he  was  able  to  remove  preju- 
dices concerning  our  cause  which  were  ill-founded.  Often  the  opi- 
nion was  expressed  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was 
simply  a  moral  agency,  without  any  distinctive  religious  influence. 
But  simple  and  truthful  statements  on  this  and  other  topics  con- 
nected with  our  work  sufficed  generally  to  remove  misapprehen- 
sion, and  in  more  than  one  instance  the  doubter  became  an  earn- 
est advocate  of  the  cause. 

Mr.  Weidensall  continues  his  tour  in  the  West,  visiting  this 
month  towns  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 


«  Our  Sunday-Schools  and  Prayer-Meeting*  of  last 
summer  and  this  winter,  in  the  little  village  of  Conneraville,  (Mud 
Town,)  Pa.,  have  resulted  in  much  good.  In  a  population  of  100  vo- 
ters, 96  of  the  inhabitants  have  asked  for  an  Interest  in  onr  prayers, 
and  have  come  forward  and  made  a  public  profession  of  religion. 
God  has  indeed  visited  us  with  rich  blessing.  C.  A.  P." 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


1871.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


88 


JTews  of  Associations. 


Young  Men's  Home  in  Pittsburg.  Items  of  News 
from  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree,  Chairman  of  State 
Executive  Committee  of  Pennsylvania,  writes  from  Pittsburg 
March  7th :  "  We  had  a  meeting  to-day  of  th«  Board  of  Direc- 
tors of  oar  Christian  Association  Home.  The  reports  were  all 
good.  We  hare  twenty-five  boarders,  hold  a  prayer-meeting 
each  evening  except  Tuesday,  when  we  have  a  temperance  meet- 
ing. About  120  signed  the  pledge  last  month,  all  of  the  men 
who  havo  been  addicted  to  drinking.  We  have  organized  a 
Bible-class,  or  rather  a  dozen  of  them,  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  and 
have  from  50  to  100  men  in  attendance,  and  from  six  to  twelve 
teachers.  This  is  a  grand  feature  of  our  work.  Service  is  held 
Sabbath  morning,  conducted  by  our  Superintendent,  Rev.  Mr. 
Long.  Our  home  never  looked  so  bright  and  cheerful.  In  our 
Home  for  the  Destitute  last  month,  (and  monthly  during  all  tho 
winter,)  we  have  given  free  to  destitute  men  from  2500  to  3000 
meals,  and  have  lodged  from  50  to  100  every  night.  In  the  em- 
ployment department  of  the  home  work,  situations  were  obtained 
for  a  large  number  of  men. 

"  I  have  the  report  of  a  new  association  in  Wilkinsburg.  One  in 
Beaver  County,  Franklin,  has  reorganized  after  two  years'  suspen- 
sion. The  promise  is  made  of  five  new  associations  in  Mercer 
County.  At  Oermantown,  the  new  association  is  just  about  to  take 
possession  of  a  handsome  room  at  a  low  rent,  $ 600  per  year. 
Mercer  promised  to  write  of  their  grand  work — grand  in  every 
sense  of  the  word. 

"  Our  list  of  sustaining  members  in  Pittsburg,  (we  are  trying  for 
1000,)  is  growing  hopefully.    Our  library  is  increasing." 


Good  Beginning  at  Mount  Joy,  Pa.  $1000  Raised. 

—On  Friday,  March  10th,  a  delegation  consisting  of  ten  members 
of  the  Ilnrrisburg  T.  M.  C.  A.,  including  members  of  the  Organiza- 
tion Committee,  proceeded  by  Pennsylvania  Railroad  to  Mount  Joy, 
-Lancaster  County,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  organization  of 
an  association  at  that  place.  They  wero  joined  at  Middletown  by 
four  members  of  the  association  there,  and  at  Mount  Joy  by  three 
delegates  from  Lancaster — a  total  of  17.  On  reaching  their  desti- 
nation, after  a  visit  to  the  Soldiers'  Orphan  School,  they  held  at  6.15 
p.m.  an  excellent  open-air  service,  and  then  proceeded — singing  as 
they  went — to  the  Presbyterian  church,  where  vigorous  addresses 
in  favor  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  were  made  by  Mr.  James  McCormick, 
Chairman  of  the  Organization  Committee  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Suesserott,  of 
Lancaster;  Rev.  Mr.  Rex,  of  Middletown,  and  Mr.  Martin  Stulz- 
man,  of  Harrisbnrg. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  of  Mount  Joy,  then  stated  the  business  part  of  the 
matter.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  wanted  a  house,  and  this  would  cost 
several  thousand  dollars.  He  asked  for  subscriptions,  and  with  a 
very  little  effort  there  was  raised  on  the  spot  $1000  to  begin  with. 
It  seems  as  if  the  association  in  Mount  Joy  meant  work. 


Good  Pluck  and  Good  Success.  Mr.  John  C.  King 
writes,  "  About  two  months  ago,  a  number  of  young  men  residing 
in  Wilkinsburg  (a  little  town  on  the  Pennsylvania  Central, 
about  eight  miles  from  Pittsburg)  and  its  vicinity,  decided  to 
organize  a  Y.  M.  C.  Association.  A  preliminary  meeting  was  held 
Feb.  21st.  Though  the  meeting  was  a  very  slim  one,  not  more 
than  fifteen  being  in  attendance,  exclusive  of  the  delegations  from 
the  Pittsburg  and  Turtle  Creek  Associations,  they  were  not  to  be 
discouraged  Rev.  Mr.  Taggart,  of  Turtle  Creek,  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  half  an  hour  spent  in  devotional  exercises,  after  which, 
addresses  were  made  by  President  Porter,  of  the  Pittsburg  Associa- 
tion, Rev.  Mr.  Taggart,  Dr.  Hunter,  John  McMasters,  and  David 
Shaw,  of  Turtle  Creek.  The  meeting  adjourned  to  the  25th,  and  on 
that  date  an  organization  was  effected  with  some  twenty-three 
active  members.  The  following  officers  were  elected :  President, 
Rev.  S.  M.  Henderson;  Vice-President,  h.  A.  Walker;  Secretary 
John  C.  Bang ;  Treasurer,  John  W.  Beatty. 


TJie  First  Tear  in  Dayton.  A  Cheering  Report, 
Active  and  Systematic  Work.  The  first  anniversary  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Dayton  was  held  the  evening  of  March  7th. 
From  the  excellent  report  of  Mr.  H.  P.  Adnms,  who  for  the  last 
nine  months  of  the  year  has  been  the  active  and  earnest  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Association,  we  gather  the  following  items: 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  rooms  has  increased 
from  50  to  one  of  195,  and  larger  accommodations  are  wanted. 
Two  daily  prayer-meeting*  have  been  held  at  the  rooms,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  40  persons.'  Social  entertainments, 
with  ice-cream,  music,  and  short  addresses,  have  been  given  each 
week.  The  library  contains  160  books.  Cottage  prayer-meetings 
have  been  held  with  encouraging  results.  Four  miles  distant, 
at  Harshmansville,  a  weekly  meeting  has  been  sustained.  In  the 
Soldier's  Home  and  in  the  jail  Sunday  services  have  been  regu- 
larly held.  Every  Lord's  day,  (except  one,)  between  July  8d 
and  October  16th,  services  in  the  open  air  were  maintained, 
and  a  good  interest  manifested. 

The  Sunday-scnool  Committee  have  started  one  new  school, 
invigorated  many  more,  and,  receiving  one  from  its  managers, 
are  putting  up  a  bnilding  for  it  at  a  cost  of  $1175.  Bibles 
and  tracts  have  been  distributed.  Employment  has  been  secured 
for  many. 

A  leading  aim  of  the  association  in  all  its  work  has  been  to 
coo'perate  in  every  way  with  the  churches.  "  Our  meetings,"  adds 
Mr.  Adams,  "  are  all  held  at  an  hour  that  shall  in  no  way  conflict 
with  those  of  the  churches.  From  them  we  receive  out  material 
support,  and  to  them  shall  be  given  the  benefit  of  all  our  labors. 
We  can  but  feel  that  much  of  our  success  we  owe  to  the  hearty 
cooperation  of  the  pastors  of  the  different  churches  represented  in 
tho  association,  as  well  as  to  the  activity  and  readiness  with 
which  the  brethren  have  responded  to  the  oft-repeated  calls  to 
go  work  in  the  Master's  vineyard." 

The  receipts  of  the  year  were  $4763,  and  the  expenditure 
$4134. 

After  the  reports  had  been  read,  short  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Revs.  Messrs.  Briggs,  Drake,  Yan  Home,  Magee,  and  Dustin. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  Presi- 
dent, E.  A  Daniels;  Vice-Presidents,  Josiah  Oebhart,  C.  H.  Craw- 
ford, H.  E.  Parrott,  and  J.  H.  Thomas ;  Secretaries,  F.  W.  Parker 
and  A.  C.  Marshall ;  Treasurer,  J.  H.  Winters. 


JFVo»»  Michigan  University  a  correspondent  writes, 
'*  Our  Association  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  We  are  hold- 
ing daily  meetings  for  prayer  and  exhortation ;  the  spirit  of  God 
has  been  poured  out  upon  this  university,  and  the  meetings  have 
been  well  sustained  and  souls  have  been  saved.  The  association 
is  making  itself  influential  for  good  throughout  the  State,  as  by 
means  of  its  exertions  in  the  late  State  Convention  action  was 
taken  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  associations  in  the  other 
colleges  of  the  State,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  before  the  end 
of  the  year  all  will  be  bltsscd  with  such  an  organization.  A 
short  time  ago,  wo  were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Weidensall.  I  only  wish  he  could  visit  every  association 
in  the  land ;  his  genial  yet  earnest  countenance  seems  alone  to 
bear  a  blessing  with  it.  C.  J.  W." 


Of  the  New  Bnilding  in  Indianapolis.  Mr.  T.  H.  K. 

Enos  writes,  "  The  building  was  bought  at  a  cost  of  $24,000,  to 
bo  paid  in  six  installments.  It  is  located  a  little  north  of  the 
Bates  House,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  built  with  a 
very  open  front,  largo  windows,  three  stories — 70  feet  front,  run- 
ning back  about  160  feet  to  an  alley— and  is  so  arranged  as  to  be 
quite  suitable  for  our  purposes,  with  some  few  alterations. 

"  I  notice  an  inquiry  for  a  form  for  constitution.  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  ours  newly  revised ;  we  think  it  about  as  good  as  is  to  be 
found.". 
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A  SUCCESS  AND  A  FAILURE. 

The  Work  in  Rochester,  Minn.  Sunday-Schools. 
Cottage  Grayer-Meetings  Successful.  Entire  City 
Canvassed.  Bible  and  Tract  Distribution.  Rooms 
Abandoned.  Young  Men  Unreac/ied.  The  follow- 
ing practical  and  thoughtful  letter,  from  Mr.  J.  D.  Blake,  Se 
cretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  will  he  carefully 
read  by  all  interested  in  our  work.  The  association  has  given 
itself  with  fruitful  zeal  to  Sunday-school  and  mission  work,  chiefly 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  they  have  been  blessed  in  this  and 
have  given  their  best  efforts  to  it.  They  have  not  the  strength  to 
accomplish  this  work  and  that  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  also,  and  so  it 
seems  to  us  they  have  failed  to  reach  the  young  men.  The 
abandoning  of  their  rooms  was,  of  course,  very  damaging  to  any 
work  they  might  attempt  among  young  men.  If  the  same  zeal 
and  activity  expended  in  the  city  mission  work  had  been  expended 
in  laboring  to  attract  and  influence  young  men,  in  impressing  the 
churches  with  the  terrible  dangers  of  this  class,  and  in  awakening 
the  entire  Christian  community  to  a  sense  of  the  importance  of 
rescuing  them,  we  believe  that  something  might  have  been  done 
in  Rochester  toward  solving  the,  to  them,  "  unsolved  problem"  of 
which  Mr.  Bloke  speaks  with  such  deep  and  earnest  seriousness. 
We  are  far  from  disparaging  the  value  of  the  good  work  they 
have  achieved,  but  when  asked  how  to  solve  the  problem  of  reach- 
ing young  men,  we  reply.  Seek  to  depute  the  indispensable  gene- 
ral mission  work  to  other  agencies,  and  give  your  first  and  best 
efforts  to  leading  young  men  to  Christ,  and  to  awakening  a  deep 
interest  in  their  welfare.    Mr.  Blake  writes  : 

"  The  most  successful  labors  of  our  association  have  been  per- 
formed in  the  surrounding  country  within  three  to  ten  miles  of  the 
city.  We  were  encouraged  to  prosecute  this  work  from  the 
abundant  blessingB  attending  it  during  the  spring  of  1869,  and 
from  the  success  of  every  subsequent  effort  in  this  direction.  In 
June,  1869,  our  association  began  the  work  of  organizing  and  sus- 
taining Sabbath-schools  in  this  vicinity.  Among  the  first  schools 
organized,  was  one  in  a  community  of  an  irreligious  and  disreput- 
able character.  We  were,  however,  greeted  kindly,  and  received 
the  cooperation  of  those  from  whom  we  feared  opposition.  The 
Sabbath-school  opened  the  way  for  devotional  meetings  and 
regular  religiouB^ervices.  These  were  blessed,  and  many  souls 
were  converted.  They  maintain  now  their  own  regular  reli- 
gious services ;  have  gone  out  to  other  neglected  districts  beyond 
themselves,  establishing  the  Sunday-school  and  religious  ser- 
vices, and  becoming  themselves  missionary  associations  unto 
others.  During  the  past  two  summers,  we  have  organized 
and  sustained  several  interesting  Sabbath-schools  In  neglected 
districts.  During  the  past  winter,  we  have  held  meetings  in 
some  localities  almost  every  night — sometimes  several  on  the 
same  night — usually  with  a  crowded  attendance,  a  lively  in- 
terest, and  with  many  conversions.  In  one  small  district,  there 
has  been  a  wonderful  revival,  nearly  every  soul  in  the  neigh- 
borhood having  been  brought  to  Christ.  Among  these  con- 
verts was  one  family  of  French  Romanists  that  have  been 
hopefully  converted  to  a  trust  in  Jesus  as  their  only  hope. 
Many  interesting  incidents  might  be  given  of  conversions 
through  the  influence  of  our  association  at  this  and  many  other 
points  where  we  have  labored.  We  have  found  Cottage  Prayer- 
Meeting*,  held  in  different  parts  of  the  city  and  about  the 
suburbs,  as  far  as  our  experience  extends,  a  very  valuable  and 
useful  agency.  Our  canvassers  find  a  suitable  place  where 
some  backslidden  professors  need  Christian  influence,  get  consent, 
and  make  the  appointment  Members  of  the  association  canvass 
in  that  vicinity,  talk  with  families  for  an  hour  or  two  before  the 
time  fixed  for  the  meeting,  and  invite  them  to  the  Cottage 
prayer-meeting. 

"  Through  our  Missionary  Committee,  who  divide  the  city  into 
six  districts,  placing  each  one  in  charge  of  a  superintendent, 
who  sub-divides  again  each  district  into   smaller  districts  con- 


taining ten  or  fifteen  families  each,  and  provides  suitable  can 
vassers  from  our  association  and  from  the  churches  for  each 
sub-district,  our  entire  city  has  been  canvassed  during  the 
month  of  January,  and  reports  presented  from  each  sub-district. 
We  ascertain  by  this  canvass  the  number  of  families  and 
persons  in  each  sub-district,  their  nationality  and  church 
preference,  whether  they  attend  church  and  Sabbath-school  or 
not — if  not,  endeavor  to  induce  them  to  attend,  by  following 
them  up  until  such  a  result  is  secured.  Those  who  have  been 
members  and  have  backslidden,  or  hold  letters  from  churches  from 
which  they  have  removed  and  are  hiding  their  membership 
and  Christian  light,  and  those  who  manifest  an  interest  in  re- 
ligion and  desire  to  become  Christians,  are  referred  to  the  Church 
Committee  and  pastor  of  the  church  for  which  they  express 
preference.  Employment  and  suitable  boarding  places  are 
secured,  when  possible,  for  those  needing  such  assistance ;  the 
sick  are  provided  with  watchers  and  with  the  necessary  visita- 
tion and  assistance.  One  family,  strangers,  were  found  who 
were  needing  friends,  sympathy,  and  temporal  aid — the  husband 
and  father  on  his  death-bed  without  hope,  without  Christ,  or 
friends.  They  were  provided  with  needed  assistance,  and  have 
been  kindly  pointed  to  the  refuge  in  Christ,  to  which  they  have 
fled  for  shelter. 

"  By  the  Aid  of  the  Bible  Society  we  furnish,  through  canvassers, 
Bibles  and  Testaments  to  those  without  and  unable  to  buy 
them ;  distribute  tracts,  papers,  and  religious  reading ;  bring  the 
association  to  public  notice,  and  secure  memberships  and  contri- 
butions for  its  support.  Report  is  made  to  the  Relief  Committee 
of  all  cases  of  destitution,  and  provision  is  immediately  made  for 
necessary  supplies ;  subscriptions  of  clothing,  provisions,  and 
funds  for  the  relief  department  are  solicited,  and  such  Christian 
conversation  and  influence  is  attempted,  when  thought  advisable 
by  the  canvassers,  as  may  lead  souls  to  Christ.  Canvassers  are  in- 
vited to  relate  experiences  and  incidents  of  their  work  in  oar 
public  meetings,  and  their  universal  testimony  is  the  wonder- 
ful quickening  influences  of  this  work  on  their  own  spiritual  life. 
"  Our  Invitation  Committee  visits  such  public  places  as  hotels, 
barber-shops,  boarding-houses,  saloons,  etc.,  each  Saturday 
evening  or  Sabbath  morning,  leaving  tracts,  papers,  and  religious 
reading,  with  cards  of  invitation  to  the  meetings  of  the  associa- 
tion and  to  the  different  churches,  with  words  of  invitation  to 
such  as  they  meet. 

"  77ie  Jail  i*  regularly  visited,  and  from  time  to  time  several  of 
its  inmates,  through  the  efforts  of  the  visitors,  have  been  led  to 
accept  of  Jesus  as  the  sinner's  Friend. 

"  For  two  year*  past,  the  room*  of  the  association,  in  connection 
with  the  Rochester  Library  Association,  have  been  kept  open 
every  evening,  and  Saturday  p.m.  Since  the  close  of  last  year, 
when  the  connection  between  the  two  associations,  in  the  division 
of  room  expenses,  was  severed,  the  rooms  have  not  been  kept 
open  except  for  public  and  regular  meetings,  and  for  the  daily 
prayer-meetings  from  6i  to  7  p.m.,  which  was  revived  and  con- 
tinued since  the  day  of  prayer,  with  large  attendance  and  good 
interest,  until  many  of  our  members  became  engaged  in  the 
work  in  the  country,  for  nearly  every  evening.  Then  the 
daily  prayer-meetings  were  neglected,  and  often  slimly  attended, 
until  March  1st,  when  it  was  found  that  we  lacked  financial 
support  to  keep  rooms  open  longer.  So  we  have,  for  the  pres- 
ent, abandoned  the  use  of  rooms,  and  suspended  the  daily  prayer- 
meeting,  holding  our  public  and  regular  meeetings  at  the 
different  churches. 

During  the  two  previous  winters,  noonday  prayer-meetings 
have  been  sustained,  from  the  day  of  prayer  for  associations  till 
April  1st,  the  attendance  at  which  has  not  averaged  as  good  as 
during  this  winter  at  the  hour  of  6$  to  7  p.m. 

"A  Bible  Clat*  was  organized  at  the  rooms  and  held  on  the 
Lord's  day,  at  three  P.M.,  during  this  winter,  with  blackboard 
illustrations  and  attempts  to  make  it  interesting,  with  canvassers 
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on  the  streets  and  at  places  where  young  men  congregate,  for 
half  an  hour  before  the  time,  to  endeavor  to  specially  reach 
each  young  men  as  attend  upon  no  moans  of  grace.  For 
several  Sabbaths  there  was  a  good  attendance  and  interest,  which 
gradually  declined,  the  efforts  to  reach  young  men  proving 
abortive.    The  class  was  suspended. 

"Our  regular  meetings,  directors'  meetings,  and  monthly  meet- 
ings have  generally  been  slimly  attended,  and,  while  our  associa- 
tion in  many  respects  has  been  far  from  a  failure,  since  in  tangible 
results  for  this  season  we  alone  seem  to  have  exceeded  the  efforts 
of  all  the  churches,  still  we  have  essentially  failed  to  do  our 
distinctive  work — to  reach  young  men  as  we  should.  We  have 
failed  to  attract  them  to  our  rooms  and  to  our  churches ;  have 
failed  to  elicit  that  interest  in  our  membership  and  in  the  churches 
that  shall  sustain  rooms,  and  that  shall  work  to  secure  attendance. 
The  saloons  and  billiard  halls,  with  their  accomplished  keepers 
and  ropers-in,  have  proved  more  than  a  match  for  us.  We 
have  tried  a  city  missionary  to.  attend  to  the  details  of  associa- 
tion work  and  to  keep  our  members  active,  but  have  found 
difficulty  in  getting  the  right  man  for  the  place.  We  failed  to 
find  a  layman  with  tact  and  experience  that  could  devote  his 
time  to  this  work,  and  help  save  young  men.  We  found  a  clergy- 
man in  this  place  could  not  reach  them.  They  repel  his  advances 
and  seek  other  influences.  Voluntary  attendance  by  our  members 
at  the  rooms  and  in  special  work  for  young  men  has  not  succeeded. 
We  have  failed  to  hnd  a  city  missionary  that  can  reach  them,  or 
that  succeeds  in  the  position,  and  have  failed  to  provide  means 
for  the  support  of  such,  or  for  the  rent  of  the  rooms ;  and  the 
question  our  association  still  asks  is,  How  can  we  reach  and 
save  young  men?  and  how  can  we  successfully  sustain  rooms 
that  shall  compete,  for  the  young  men  of  our  city,  with  the 
saloon  and  places  of  vice  1  Mr.  E.  A.  Burnell  held  a  Laymen's 
Institute  here  with  our  association,  for  five  days  in  December,  with 
the  effect  of  instructing  and  quickening  our  members  somewhat 
in  Christian  work,  yet  without  such  marked  results  as  we  had 
anticipated.  We  do  not  propose  to  abandon  association  work,  yet 
with  the  wrecks  of  failures  in  this  work  in  many  of  the  towns  of 
Minnesota,  and  though  with  earnest  endeavors  the  results  of  our 
influence  on  young  men  has  been  so  unfruitful,  we  can  but  con- 
sider the  question  of  association  work  in  Minnesota  still  as  yet  an 
unsolved  problem." 

Officers  of  the  Association  for  1871. — President,  A.  C.  Smith ; 
Vice-President,  J.  Evans,  Jr. ;  Secretary,  J.  D.  Blake ;  Treasurer, 
i.  Briggs. 


JT&ws  of  Associations. 

"  The  door  of  each  cell  is  opened  to  enable  the  prisoners  to  hear 
the  services.  After  the  services,  I  visit  each  prisoner,  and  give  him 
or  her  a  religious  newspaper  and  a  tract,  and  hold  religious  conver 
sation  with  them. 

"  Prison  statistics  inform  us,  and  our  experience  teaches  us,  that 
at  least  two  thirds  of  those  committed  to  our  prisons  are  young 
men.  I  am  convinced  that  intemperance  (the  greatest  curse  that 
our  country  is  afflicted  with)  is  the-cause  of  their  committing  these 
crimes.  In  a  recent  conversation  with  each  prisoner,  48  in  num- 
ber, 40  of  them  informed  me  that  their  crimes  were  the  direct  re- 
sult of  intemperance.  I  have  distributed  to  the  prisoners  during 
the  past  year,  72  Bibles,  48  Testaments,  over  1800  religious  news, 
papers,  and  1530  tracts. 

"  The  work  has  borne  fruit  in  a  number  of  hopeful  conversions, 
and  some  of  the  prisoners  have,  when  liberated,  visited  our  rooms 
and  expressed  their  determination  to  live  Christian  lives." 


A  Tear  of  Progress  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Chris- 
tian Work  in  the  Prison,  At  the  late  sixteenth  anniver- 
sary of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  in  Harriaburg,  Pa.,  the  President,  Mr.  8. 
K.  Dietrich,  read  an  encouraging  report : 

"  The  debt  which  for  a  long  time  hampered  the  society  has  been 
paid.  During  the  13  months  just  closed  we  held  over  500  religious 
-  meetings,  comprising  monthly,  weekly,  and  daily  prayer-meetings, 
street-preaching,  services  in  the  county  prison  and  alms-house,  and 
Sabbath-school  sessions.  These,  in  connection  with  a  free  reading- 
room,  amply  supplied  with  useful  reading  matter,  constitute  our 
principal  agencies  for  doing  good.  Qur  rooms  are  located  in  a  cen- 
tral and  pleasant  part  of  the  city.  The  want  of  many  essential  im. 
provementsin  this  department  has  been  deeply  felt  for  a  long  time. 
The  generous  donation  of  $1000  by  Henry  McCormick,  Esq.,  has 
happily  met  much  of  our  needs  in  this  respect,  adding  new  attrac- 
tions to  the  rooms.  The  daily  and  monthly  anion  prayer-meetings 
have  been  well  sustained." 

Dr.  E.  Franciscus  read  an  interesting  report  concerning 

THB  WORK  IW  THB  PRISON. 

"  Religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  prison  every  Lord's  day 
during  the  year  with  only  one  exception.  Services  consist  of  sing- 
ing, exhortation,  and  prayer,  occupying  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour. 


An  Athenamm  becomes  a  T.  M.  C.  Association. 
Progress  made  in  One  Year  at  Lancaster,  Pa.    At 

the  recent  first  anniversary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association  in  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  an  encouraging  report  was  read  by  the  President,  Mr. 
S.  D.  Bursk :  "  A  little  more  than  one  year  ago,"  he  said,  "  Thomas 
K.  Cree,  Chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  called  on  a 
number  of  young  men  of  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  After  several  preliminary 
meetings,  the  organization  with  twelve  members  was  effected. 
To-day  our  membership  is  seventy  active  and  associate,  with  eight 
sustaining  members.  How  to  secure  a  reading-room  was  tlio 
question  which  seemed  difficult  to  answer.  The  Athenaeum  Asso- 
ciation, having  rooms  and  a  library  of  2500  volumes,  not  being 
able  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  originators  of  that  library,  kindly 
suggested  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  taking  charge  of  the  rooms  and  library. 
The  AthensBum  offered  us  the  use  of  the  rooms  and  library,  providing 
we  would  keep  the  rooms  open  day  and  evening,  secure  a  competent 
librarian,  furnish  not  less  than  twenty'  magazines  and  papers,  keep 
the  rooms  well  lighted  and  comfortably  heated.  The  ofler  was  ac- 
cepted. A  charter  was  granted  by  our  courts,  and  we  entered  our 
rooms  the  7th  of  January,  of  the  present  year.  They  are  now 
open  afternoon  and  evening,  free  to  all. 

"  A  daily  prayer-meeting  was  established  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  which  is  still  in  progress.  Two  weekly  meetings  have  been 
carried  on  during  the  year,  one  in  Campbell's  Chapel,  on  Dorwart 
street,  and  the  other  in  Gotwald  Chapel,  on  James  street,  every 
Thursday  evening." 

The  report  was  followed  by  Btirring  addresses  from  Rev.  Messrs. 
B.  C.  Suesserott,  Thomas  B.  Barker,  C.  F.  Turner,  and  George 
Robinson. 


At  Franklin,  Pa.,  a  large  and  interesting  meeting  was 
held,  on  Friday  evening,  March  10th,  for  the  excellent  purpose 
of  organizing  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  A  constitution  was  adopted,  and  the 
following  officers  elected :  George  S.  King,  President ;  R.  G.  Lam- 
berton,  Vice-President ;  J.  M.  Dewoody  and  J.  H.  Donly,  Secre- 
taries ;  D.  W.  Morgan,  Treasurer ;  Albert  Hayden,  Librarian.  A 
public  meeting  will  be  held  very  shortly  to  bring  the  subject  be- 
fore the  people.  A  former  association  did  a  glorious  work  for  a 
couple  of  years.  We  hope  the  present  effort  may  be  equally 
blessed,  and  of  longer  continuance. 


The  Association  Hymn-Book  was  lately  adopted  by  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  Montclair,  N.  J.,  and  at  the  same  meeting  various 
members  who  were  present  subscribed  for  fifty  copies.  The  book 
is  to  be  used  hereafter  in  all  their  meetings.  After  a  few  weeks 
spent  in  careful  practice  of  these  beautiful  and  stirring  songs  of 
devotion,  a  new  life  and  interest  will  appear  in  the  meetings. 
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Activity  in  Newark,  N.  J.  More  Boom  needed. 
Desire  for  a  Building.  The  various  departments  of  the  as- 
sociation work  in  Newark  are  carried  on  with  fruitful  activity. 
The  daily  union  prayer  meeting  has  hecn  blessed  with  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  in  another  column  some  interesting  inci" 
dents  are  given.    A  correspondent  writes  : 

"  Our  weekly  devotional  meetings  are  held  on  Saturday  evening  at 
eight  o'clock,  and  on  Sunday  at  four  p.m.  The  meeting  on  Saturday 
evening  in  largely  attended  by  young  and  old,  including  many 
invited  from  our  reading-room.  Some,  we  believe,  have  been 
truly  converted,  and  two  we  know  have  become  church  members. 
One  young  lady,  who  first  became  interested  at  our  open-air  meet- 
ings held  during  the  summer,  and  was  afterward  a  constant  at- 
tendant upon  this  and  other  meetings,  died  a  few  weeks  since,  ex- 
pressing a  joyful  hope  in  Christ.  Many  of  the  wandering  and  out- 
cast have  had  the  spiritual  benefit  of  these  meetings,  while  their 
temporal  wants,  in  not  a  few  cases,  were  also  attended  to.  At  our 
Sabbath  afternoon  conference,  the  average  attendance  has  been 
nearly  three  hundred.  The  Holy  Spirit  has  been  present  witli 
power,  and  souls  have  been  converted.  At  almost  every  meeting 
there  have  been  gome  inquirers.  It  was  deemed  best  never  to 
omit  this  meeting,  and  it  has  been  held  without  a  single  intermis- 
sion since  July  4th,  1809,  rain  or  shine.  Services  at  four  mission 
stations  have  been  conducted  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  one  Sunday- 
school  superintended. 

"  Our  Reading -Room  is  largely  attended,  open  from  eight  a.m.  to 
ten  p.m.  Both  young  and  old  of  our  city  find  this  a  pleasant  place 
of  resort  to  spend  their  leisure  time,  while  the  stranger  finds  it  a 
comfortable  refuge  in  his  cheerless  houre.  A  pleasant  assurance  is 
afforded  by  sight,  and  more  definitely  by  conversation,  of  the  benefits 
conferred  in  this  department  of  our  work,  where  we  meet  not  only 
variety  of  character,  but  those  of  all  shades  of  religious  belief,  with 
whom  pleasant  intercourse  is  held,  and  not  a  few  found  under  the 
Holy  Spirit's  influence  groping  in  their  darkness  after  Him  who 
is  the  '  Light  of  the  world.'  Some  of  these  we  trust,  have  been 
led  to  find  him.    Bibles  were  given  to  those  found  without  them. 

"  Our  Library  has  been  largely  increased  by  generous  donations 
from  citizens,  and  monthly  acquisitions  are  being  made. 

"  In  addition  to  a  coarse  of  paid  lectures,  wo  are  having  an  in- 
teresting eourte  of  free  lecture*,  social  gatlierings,  and  literary 
entertainment*,  which  have  afforded  pleasure  and  profit  to  large 
numbers.  Altogether  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  for 
encouraging  progress  in  the  Master's  work." 

Calling  attention  to  the  activity  of  the  association,  The  Young 
Men's  Advocate,  Newark,  urges  that  the  need  for  "  more  room"  is 
imperative.  "The  painfully  circumscribed  limits  in  which  our 
association  is  obliged  to  do  its  chief  work  cramps  its  energies 
and  narrows  its  usefulness.  Ouj  reading-room  is  frequently  so 
thronged  that  all  the  seats  about  the  long  table  are  occupied,  and 
new-comers  must  wait  for  the  privileges  to  which  we  desire  to  wel- 
come them  at  once.  On  the  occasion  of  our  free  lectures,  we  can 
only  crowd  into  our  hall  about  four  hundred  people,  and  are  there, 
fore  obliged  to  limit  our  issue  of  tickets.  The  hearty  appreciation 
of  our  free  course  of  the  present  season  leads  us  to  wish  for  a  day 
of  ampler  accommodation.  At  our  Sabbath  afternoon  conference, 
the  interest  has  been  no  evanescent  excitement.  It  has  continued 
without  abatement  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Scores  of  inquirers  have 
here  been  brought  to  recognize  their  Saviour,  and  hundreds  of 
Christians  have  found  their  hearts  warming  in  mutual  affection 
and  in  love  to  Christ  and  his  cause.  Our  rooms  overflow  each 
Lord's  day.  A  blessing  so  continuously  enjoyed  leads  us  to  believe 
that  if  we  had  a  hall  which  would  contain  1500  instead  of 
400,  the  work  In  Newark  about  this  centre  of  influence  would 
be  revived — not  at  long  intervals  of  months  or  years,  but  every 
week  afresh.  And  then,  there  is  our  growing  library  as  well  as 
oar  system  of  devotional  and  literary  meetings.  But  we  have 
only  begun  to  state  our  need.  We  want  subordinate  organization, 
for  the  better  education  of  oar  young  men— classes  in  mathematics, 
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book-keeping,  languages,  art,  English  grammar,  music,  and  physi- 
cal culture.  These  enterprises  should  proceed  from  and  constantly 
be  surrounded  by  the  ennobling  influences  of  our  holy  religion. 
They  are  legitimate  divisions  of  the  enterprise  of  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association." 

The  demand  in  Newark  for  a  Y.  M.  C.  A  building  is  certainly 
urgent,  and  we  hope  soon  to  hear  that  many  thousands  of  dollars 
have  been  subscribed  toward  that  desirable  object. 

The  New  Hall  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  A  good  Be- 
ginning. The  dedication  of  a  new,  spacious  hall  for  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  in  Kansas  City,  took  place  February  10th.  Cordial  addresses 
were  made  by  the  various  ministers  of  the  place,  and  an  admirable, 
timely,  and  earnest  appeal  from  the  President  of  the  Society,  Rev. 
Robert  Irwin,  was  listened  to  with  the  deepest  interest.  We  quote 
from  a  report  in  the  Kansas  City  Bulletin.  After  speaking  of  the 
temptations  and  dangers  of  young  men,  he  adds : 

"  We  dedicate  and  make  attractive  this  new  hall  as  a  fraternity, 
room,  a  place  of  reunion,  whose  library  and  periodicals,  paintings, 
music,  and  innocent  amusements  might  win  these  young  men  to 
the  resolves  and  achievements  of  a  higher  life. 

"  As  the  word  of  God  is  the  great  instrument  in  man's  recovery 
and  salvation,  we  will  begin  next  Sabbath  afternoon,  at  half-past 
three  o'clock,  a  Bible-class  for  male  and  female. 

"  This  class  will  be  conducted  by  competent  teachers,  and  will 
follow  the  National  Sunday-School  Teacher's  Series  of  Lessons.  A 
young  people's  prayer-meeting  will  be  held  every  Friday  nighu 
commencing  next  week. 

"  Recognizing  the  fact  that  social  access  to  men  gives  us  better 
and  larger  opportunities  to  lead  them  to  Christ,  we  design  holding 
sociables,  where  an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  strangers  to  make 
acquaintances. 

"  A  series  of  free  lectures  will  also  be  begun,  by  which  we  pro- 
pose calling  into  requisition  the  talents  of  our  ministers,  lawyers, 
scientific,  and  practical  men. 

"  An  employment  bureau  will  be  another  feature  of  oar  work, 
and  the  hospital  and  calaboose  mnst  be  reached  by  Christian  effort, 
through  our  tract  and  devotional  committee. 

"  In  a  word,  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  association  to  employ  these 
and  other  means,  simple,  practical,  economical,  and  effective,  to 
fulfill  our  mission,  trusting  that  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  the 
Lord  will  gives  us  an  abundant  success.  We  do  it  for  his  glory  in 
the  salvation  of  our  fellows.  We  attempt  H  with  the  firm  convic- 
tion that  without  his  blessing  all  will  be  in  vain." 

The  first  and  the  present  Year  in  Portland,  Me. 

The  association  in  Portland  was  organized  as  early  as  November 
3d,  1853.  At  its  third  monthly  meeting,  say  the  records,  "  Brother 
Tolford  read  an  interesting  article  from  the  Episcopal  Recorder 
relating  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  there  were  over  two  hundred  associations  of  a  simi- 
lar character  in  the  world,  of  which  twenty-six  were  in  the  United 
States." 

At  the  close  of  the  first  year,  the  treasurer's  report  shows  the 
receipts  during  the  year  to  have  been  $689.23,  and  the  disburse- 
ments, $688.01.  It  also  shows  a  debt  of  $343.00 — incurred  in 
fitting  up  rooms,  etc. — which  was  soon  after  liquidated. 

The  instrumentalities  now  being  used  to  carry  out  the  purposes 
of  the  association  are :  a  free  reading-room,  open  day  and  evening, 
well  supplied  with  secular  and  religious  papers  and  magazines ;  a 
free  evening  school  for  boys  and  young  men  who  are  employed  dur- 
ing the  day  in  various  kinds  of  business,  where  the  most  practical 
studies  of  the  English  language  are  taught ;  Snnday  evening  lec- 
tures by  the  city  pastors  to  young  men  who  do  not  attend  religious 
services  regulnrly ;  visitation  of  the  sailors  at  our  wharves  every 
Sabbath,  and  the  distribution  of  tracts  and  religious  reading,  and 
an  invitation  to  them  to  attend  religious  worship ;  Sabbath-schools 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  for  those  far  removed  from  churches ;  cot- 
tage prayer-meetings  in  the  neglected  districts  of  the  city  ;  visita- 
tion of  the  sick  and  destitute,  and  administering  to  their  wants ; 
social  religious  meetings  at  the  rooms  for  our  own  improvement, 
and  the  salvation  of  all  who  attend,  and  privileges  at  the  rooms 
for  reading,  writing,  and  conversation. 
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WOMEN'S   ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  First  Year's  Work  in  Washington,  D.  C.    The 

first  annual  report  of  the  Women's  Christian  Association  has  been 
lately  published.  "  The  objects  of  this  association  are,  to  afford 
relief  and  aid  to  the  destitute,  work  for  those  seeking  employment, 
homes  for  the  homeless,  sympathy  for  the  friendless ;  to  reform 
and  restore  the  fallen,  and  bestow  such  Christian  benevolence  upon 
the  needy  as  our  means  will  allow." 

THE   REFUGE   ROME. 

Organized  in  the  autumn  of  1869,  "  the  association  commenced 
their  labors  in  connection  with  theRefugo  Homo,  which  had  been 
established  by  several  gentlemen  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  its  adoption  by  the  Women's  Christian  Association,  Gene- 
ral O.  O.  Howard  being  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
Through  the  liberality  of  these  gentlemen  the  rental  of  a  building 
was  paid,  furniture  purchased,  a  matron  procured,  and  all  that  re- 
mained for  the  Women's  Christian  Association  to  do  was  to  carry 
forward  the  good  work.  A  visiting  committee  was  appointed  to 
visit  the  haunts  of  iniquity  and  invite  thoso  treading  the  paths  of 
sin  to  come  to  our  Home,  and  seek  a  better  life.  Twenty-five 
houses  have  thus  been  visited ;  some,  again  and  again.  The 
whole  number  received  at  the  Home  has  been  38.  One  of  these 
died  expressing  a  newly-found  hope  and  faith  in  Christ.  One,  the 
first  member  of  the  Refuge  Home,  has  married,  is  doing  well,  and 
is  full  of  gratitude  for  her  rescue  from  misery.  Two  are  support- 
ing themselves  by  sewing.  Three  are  at  service,  and  appear  to  do 
well.  One  has  been  sent  to  the  alms-house,  as  incapable  of  self- 
support.  Two  have  been  sent  to  hospital  for  treatment.  Eight 
returned  to  their  friends,  and  have  not  been  heard  from  for  some 
time.  Fourteen  have  gone  back  to  their  former  life,  in  some  cases 
after  months  of  hopeful  reform.    Six  remain  in  the  Home." 

HOME    FOB    THE    DESTITUTE. 

To  open  this  refuge  for  "homeless  and  shelterless  ones  Congress 
was  asked  for  and  gave  (April,  1870)  the  use  of  buildings  in  Ju- 
diciary Square,  formerly  used  for  hospital  purposes.  Here  35  des- 
titute ones  have  been  received.  One  has  died,  six  have  been  aided 
and  have  left  for  their  homes.  Eight  have  been  furnished  with 
homes." 

A  FOSTER  HOME 

for  children  was  found  necessary  in  connection  with  the  Home  for 
the  Destitute,  and  here  40  children  have  been  cared  for. 

One  good  result  is  indicated  in  the  following  sentence  from  the 
report :  "  To  the  homeless  and  shelterless  our  doors  are  ever  open, 
and  no  female  in  our  city  is  now  compelled  to  spend  the  night  in 
market-place  or  street." 

THE  EHPLOTHENT  BRANCH 
of  the  work  is  very  important ;  67  women  have  been  given  sew- 
ing ;  600  garments  have  been  male  during  the  year.  All  fine 
sewing,  of  coarse,  pays  for  itself ;  but  the  majority  are  so  ignorant 
of  how  to  work  that  the  ladies  earnestly  desire  to  open  an  Indus- 
trial School,  where  the  ignorant  may  be  taught.  In  another  col- 
umn Mrs.  Judge  Taft,  of  Cincinnati,  ably  discusses  this  question. 
Such  a  school  is  the  legitimate  and  natural  demand  of  every 
Women's  Christian  Association,  as  it  enlarges  the  sphere  of  its 
usefulness.  As  a  case  in  point,  the  report  we  are  reviewing  cites 
the  following:  "  In  the  early  summer  a  young  girl  came  to  us  for 
sewing,  and  when  questioned  as  to  her  ability,  timidly  replied 
*  she  was  not  a  very  good  seamstress,  but  would  like  to  learn.' 
We  gave  her  a  place  in  our  sewing  rooms,  and  at  this  time  she  is 
the  most  efficient  worker  of  the  Employment  Br.inch." 

The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been  $ 3141.33,  and  the  receipts 
$3853.97. 


Activity  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.    The  annual  report  for  1870 

of  this  Women's  Christian  Association  shows  progress  in  the  work. 

The  ffotne,  "  pleasant  and  attractive,  is  full  of  boarders ;  and 


raauy  applications  have  necessarily  been  refused.  The  young  ladies 
seem  very  happy ;  and  all  write  in  praise  of  the  place  where  a  home 
can  be  found  on  such  reasonable  terms,  and  something  saved  from 
small  wages  for  their  daily  needs.  Fifty-one  have  been  received 
during  the  year,  not  including  the  many  who  have  taken  one  or 
two  meals,  or  passed  a  night  under  the  roof ;  some  for  a  few  days, 
until  work  could  be  obtained  for  them  ;  others  for  several  weeks, 
paying  their  board  after  they  had  been  enabled  to  earn  the  money ; 
and  others  still  making  it  a  permanent  boarding  place." 

The  Retreat  for  fallen  women  has  received  72  inmates  dur- 
ing the  year.  Some  have  been  returned  to  overjoyed  parents, 
some  provided  with  good  homes,  while  a  few,  and  only  a  few,  have 
gone  back  to  the  ways  of  sin. 

Mission  Work.  The  missionary  of  the  Association  has 
made  286  visits  to  private  families,  819  to  saloons,  and  120  to  houses 
of  ill-fame ;  making  in  all  729 ;  leaving  with  them  27,520  pages  of 
tracts  and  30  Bibles. 

Our  Missionary  Committee  report  twelve  churches  engaged  in 
the  work,  5784  visits  made,  and  7631  tracts  distributed. 

The  Employment  Commute*  have  found  situations  for  38,  and  pro- 
bably more,  who  have  not  reported  to  them.  They  decided  to  ac- 
cept small  remuneration  for  their  labor  by  receiving  50  cents  from 
each  employer  and  25  cents  from  each  employed,  devoting  the 
money  thus  obtained  to  destitute  women  who  could  get  no  work 
to  support  their  families. 

Our  membership  committee  report  526  members.  We  are  glad 
so  many  are  willing  to  give  their  sympathy  and  means  to  this 
branch  of  Christian  work.  We  are  grateful  to  the  public,  who, 
after  having  aided  us  liberally  last  year,  united  so  cordially  in 
making  the  week  of  entertainment  for  the  Young  Men's  and  Wo- 
men's Christian  Associations  a  social  and  pecuniary  success.  From 
this,  each  society  received,  after  expenses  were  paid,  $850.  The 
receipts  of  the  year  were  $4775  and  the  expenditures  $1190. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

From  Chatham,  N.  Brunswick.  The  President,  Mr. 
John  Richmond,  writes,  "  The  association  of  this  place  has  been 
in  existence  over  ten  years.  Like  other  associations,  it  has  had 
its  difficulties.  Last  summer  only  a  very  few  attended  any 
meetings  or  took  any  interest  in  the  work.  When  delegates 
to  the  Provincial  Convention  were  wanting,  through  the  urg- 
ings  of  a  brother  from  a  neighboring  association,  two  repre- 
sentatives were  sent.  On  our  return,  various  means  were  used 
to  revive  the  association,  and  the  number  of  members  has  largely 
augmented.  A  new  interest  is  taken  in  the  meetings,  and  many 
who  never  took  part  rise  and  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  During  the  winter,  we  have  had  a  number 
of  public  meetings,  at  which  a  lecture  on  some  important 
subject  has  been  delivered.  These  meetings  have  been  crowded 
on  each  occasion." 

The  Work  in  Montreal.    Site  for  the  Building. 

From  the  printed  report  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  In  Montreal,  for  1870 
just  published  in  pamphlet  form,  we  notice  that  the  building  fund 
already  amounts  to  more  than  $35,000  ;  an  act  of  incorporation  has 
been  applied  for,  and  a  prominent  and  eligible  site  has  been  selected 
for  tho  edifice  on  the  corner  of  Craig  and  Radegoude  streets. 

The  President,  Mr.  T.  James  Claxton,  in  his  excellent  report, 
says :  "  Each  succeeding  year  tends  to  impress  more  fully  upon 
our  minds  the  importance  of  the  work  committed  to  our  hands.  , 
.  It  becomes  our  bounden  duty  in  future  to  direct  our  efforts  more 
exclusively  to  young  men,  seeking  them  out,  and  keeping  always  in 
view  that  our  object  is  the  development  of  individual  Christian 
character  and  activity,  the  promotion  of  evangelical  religion,  the 
supply  of  the  wants  of  the  destitute,  and  the  improvement  of  the 
mental  and  spiritual  condition  of  our  young  men." 

Under  the  head  of ."  Special  Labobs  among  Young  Men/ 
Mr.  Alfred  Sandham,  Secretary,  reports,  that  out  of  630  applica- 
tions for  employment,  98  were  answered  with  situations,  46  with 
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assistance  to  reach  other  cities  where  employment  awaited  them, 
313  with  direction  to  respectable  boarding-houses,  and  23  with 
temporary  pecuniary  aid.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  members 
have  been  added  to  the  roll :  cottage  meetings,  open-air  services, 
and  tract  distributions  have  been  prominent  features  in  the  work  of 
the  year.  The  total  receipts  were  $3888,  and  the  expenditures 
amounted  to  $3845. 

PLEASANT  REUNION. 

At  Mechanics'  Hall,  on  the  evening  of  March  7th,  an  interest- 
ing reunion  was  held.  President  Claxton  was  in  tbe  chair, 
and  made  a  cheering  report  of  the  work:  "The  rooms  are 
well  visited,  there  being  an  average  daily  attendance  of  120. 
The  library  is  also  well  used,  over  600  volumes  having  been  is- 
sued from  the  circulating  library  since  New-Year's.  The  weekly 
meetings  are  well  attended  and  of  considerable  interest.  A 
number  of  cottage-meetings  have  been  held  with  encouraging 
success.  The  Association  is  also  doing  a  good  work  among 
young  men,  of  which  a  great  many  instances  might  be  given." 
Addresses  were  also  made  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  G.  H.  Wells 
and  S.  J.  Hunder,  interspersed  with  excellent  music,  and  the 
reunion  was  a  decided  success. 


A  Blessed  Revival  in  Yarmouth,  X.  8.  A  Build- 
ing Fund  to  be  Started. — Mr.  Freeman  Dennis  writes 
from  this  place:  "As  an  association  we  begin  to  feel  quite  en- 
couraged. The  week  of  prayer  (last  January)  was  well  observ- 
ed, all  the  different  churches  uniting.  Tbe  last  service  on  Satur- 
day evening  was  held  in  the  Congregational  Church,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  All  the  dif- 
ferent ministers  took  part,  and  God's  Spirit  was  with  us.  The 
association  then  asked  the  different  churches  to  allow  them  to 
hold  public  prayer-meetings  every  evening  in  the  week  following 
the  week  of  prayer,  which  all  gladly  consented  to  do;  and 
during  the  week  Christians  were  quickened,  and  souls  began 
to  inquire  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved. 

"The  third  week  each  church  held  special  meetings,  except 
Monday  and  Saturday,  on  which  the  association  held  union 
meetings  in  their  rooms.  In  all  of  these  meetings  all  the 
time  is  occupied  from  7  till  0,  and  often  till  9}  o'clock.  The 
meetings  have  been  continued  till  the  present  time,  (February 
20th.)  The  result  has  been  so  far  that  many  souls  have  been 
converted  to  God.  Some  who  .have  lived  to  the  age  of  45  and 
50  years  without  a  hope  in  Christ  have  been  converted.  Every 
church  in  town  has  been  refreshed  and  souls  added  to  their 
number.  In  that  of  which  I  am  a  member,  14  young  persons 
are  proposed  for  membership  next  communion.  I  don't  pre- 
tend to  say  that  all  the  interest  that  has  been  felt  has  arisen 
through  the  agency  of  the  association  entirely;  but  God  has 
blessed  our  efforts  in  trying  to  bring  it  about,  and  through  our 
feeble  instrumentality,  souls  have  been  brought  to  Christ.  The 
association  has  certainly  been  the  means  of  breaking  down  the 
barriers  that  existed  between  the  different  branches  of  Christ's 
church  here ;  and  I  feel  that  if  we  can  secure  a  good  building, 
(which  we  are  trying  to  do,)  that  we  shall  see  yet  more  blessed 
results  of  our  endeavors  to  promote  Christ's  kingdom." 


ABROAD. 

WORDS  OF  PEACE  AMID  THE  DIN  OF  WAR. 
Part  of  a  very  remarkable  correspondence  appears  in  the  Feb- 
ruary number  of  the  London  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Quarterly  Messenger.  It  is 
translated  from  the  journal  of  our  Association  in  Switzerland, 
published  at  Lausanne.  This  Christian  Swiss  journal  furnished 
the  neutral  ground  on  which,  during  the  fever  heat  of  the  late 
German-French  war,  the  Christian  young  men  of  the  two  nations 
greeted  one  another  as  disciples  of  Him  who  came  to  bring 
"Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men."  The  correspondence 
contains  more  than  a  greeting.  It  is  in  itself  a  virtual  appeal 
by  Christian  men  from  the  sword  and  the  honors  of  war  to  the 


arbitration  of  Christian  forbearance,  conciliation,  and  conference. 
We  speak  at  length  on  this  subject  in  another  column,  and  will 
give  here  the  substance  of  the  correspondence : 

The  French  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  last  October,  through  Mr.  Alphonse 
Ponge,  Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  French  Asso- 
ciations, address  a  letter  from  Nimes  to  their  "  Brethren  of  the  As- 
sociations of  Germany." 

THE  FRENCH  LETTER. 

In  an  earnest  Christian  spirit,  and  "  representing  the  Protestant 
young  men  of  France,"  they  deplore  "  the  murderous  conflicts  in 
which  German  and  French  disciples  of  Christ,  members  of  our 
Associations  who  have  gladly  bowed  the  knee  together  in  prayer, 
were  killing  one  another  in  the  shock  of  battle."  "  The  voice  of 
our  country  in  danger  can  not  drown  the  voice  of  God  in  the  Gos- 
pel." They  declare  their  repugnance  to  the  war  "  from  the  be- 
ginning," and  protest  that  the  people  of  France,  "  if  they  had 
been  consulted,  would  have  reproved  every  thought  of  aggres- 
sion." With  the  overthrow  of  the  empire  and  the  surrender  at 
Sedan,  all  occasion  has  ceased  for  continuing  "  a  war  anti-Christian 
and  inhuman." 

They  appeal  from  the  chiefs  of  the  German  nation,  who  are  pro- 
longing the  war,  to  the  people  and  to  their  Christian  brethren  in 
Germany,  to  create  a  public  sentiment  that  shall  bring  the  con- 
flict to  a  close. 

"  Has  not  the  hour  come  when  the  true  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
should  raise  their  voice  to  point  out  how  the  truths  of  the  Gospel 
are  the  formal  condemnation  of  war  and  the  spirit  of  conquest  T  " 

"  We  propose  to  you,  brethren  of  Germany,  a  noble  work.  It 
•  would  be  an  incomparable  honor  for  our  associations  of  young 
men  to  have  taken  in  the  midst  of  war  a  generous  initiative  in 
favor  of  peace." 

"  We  salute  you  with  brotherly  greetings  in  Christ  our  common 
Master." 

Signed  by  the  Central  Committee. 

THE  GERMAN  LETTER. 

In  reply,  "The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  South-Germany,"  through  Mr.  A. 
Gundert,  their  Secretary,  address  a  letter  dated  Stuttgart,  3d  No- 
vember, 1870,  to  their  "  Very  dear  Brethren  of  the  Associations 
of  France." 

"  Glad  to  find  in  this  time  of  strife  an  opportunity  of  communi- 
cating with  their  brethren  in  France,  and  of  assuring  them  of 
their  affection,"  they  unite  heartily  with  them  in  prayer  to  the 
Lord,  "  that  he  may  incline  all  hearts  to  an  honorable,  lasting 
peace." 

But  politically  they  can  not  comply  with  the  wishes  of  their 
French  brethren.  "  In  the  present  struggle,  the  German  people, 
with  insignificant  exceptions,  and  their  chiefs  are  as  one  man." 
A  long  paragraph  follows,  defending  the  course  and  policy  of  the 
German  government  after  as  well  as  before  the  surrender  of  Louis 
Napoleon  at  Sedan. 

The  letter  closes  with  the  following  words  of  Christian  greet- 
ing: 

"  But  enough  of  discussion,  dear  brethren ;  pardon  our  frank. 
ness ;  we  love  you  who  are  Christ's  too  sincerely  to  be  capable  of 
abstaining  from  telling  you  the  truth.  We  think  that  we  could 
not  have  brotherly  relations  otherwise  than  by  explaining  our- 
selves mutually  with  the  most  entire  freedom.  We  feel  deeply 
how  much  the  misfortunes  of  your  country  must  oppress  your 
hearts  ;  we  would  take  from  you  this  burden,  if  such  were  in  our 
power.  Oftentimes,  in  our  meetings,  we  remember  before  the  Lord 
our  brethren  in  France.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  war  ought 
not  to  separate  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  No ;  this  war  ought 
not  to  dig  a  gulf  between  those  who  are  called  to  give  to  the 
world  the  spectacle  of  a  true  unity.  We  entreat  you  with  all  our 
hearts  not  to  nourish  bitter  feelings— to  unite  with  us  in  imploring 
the  Lord  of  Hosts  to  give  the  people  thoughts  of  peace.  May  a 
blessed  harvest  succeed  this  sowing  with  tears  in  France  as  in  Ger- 
many, and  mar  we  one  da/  be  able  to  praise  and  bless  bin  for  the 
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result  of  our  present  sufferings  I  God  lias  spoken  to  us  in  a  terrible 
language.  Let  us  humble  ourselves  under  his  judgments,  and 
he  will  yet  give  us  days  of  peace  and  joy  Ho  will  again  make 
us  prove  his  love. 

"  We  greet  you  with  brotherly  affection,  in  the  name  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  South-Germany. 

"  Stuttgart,  3d  Nov.  1870.  A.  Gundert." 

THE  SECOND  FRENCH  LETTER. 

In  reply  to  the  above,  the  Central  Committee  of  the  French 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  wrote  from  Nimes,  Nov.  28th,  1870,  to  their  "  Dear  and 
honored  brethren  in  Jesus  Christ  of  the  Associations  in  Germany." 

"  We  thauk  you  first  of  all,"  they  wrote,  "  for  having  written 
to  us  with  affection  and  sincerity.  Wo  dwelt  with  pleasure  on 
those  lines  in  which  you  invoke  our  common  faith;  and  the 
thought  that  we  are  united  in  Christ  Jesus  by  the  ties  of  an  inde- 
structible fraternity  has  permitted  us  to  forget  for  a  moment  the 
war  which  is  raging  between  the  two  countries.  Ah !  if  nations 
made  the  Gospel  the  basis  of  their  politics,  they  would  never  de- 
clare war,  nor  involve  their  people  in  it.  War  is  incompatible 
with  the  Christian  spirit,  for  it  enshrines  all  sins,  as  it  engenders 
all  plagues." 

The  rest  of  the  letter  is  chiefly  occupied  with  the  political  ques- 
tion at  issue  between  the  two  countries.  As  was  natural,  they 
remain  of  the  same  political  persuasion,  and  advance  additional 
arguments  in  favor  of  the  position  previously  taken  by  them.  They 
are  led  to  do  tliis,  they  say,  "  feeling  that  if  we  set  forth  without 
passion  or  without  digression  the  views  of  the  Christians  of  our 
country  concerning  the  war  which  divides  us,  we  should  be  doing 
something  which  might  benefit  us  mutually,  and  we  resolved  to 
answer  your  letter  for  the  sake  of  love  and  truth." 

After  setting  forth  and  reinforcing  their  political  views,  they 
add: 

"  In  concluding  this  response,  which  we  have  written  with  a 
heart  free  from  all  animosity,  we  are  happy  to  unite  with  you  in 
the  prayers  for  peace,  and  we  rejoice  to  be  and  to  remain  your 
brethren  in  Christ. 

"  la  the  name  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  French  Associa- 
tiuns,  Alphokbr  Ponce." 

A  DA*  OF  PRAYER  APPOINTED. 

This  correspondence  called  forth  from  the  Swiss  brethren  words 
of  fraternal  sympathy.  In  the  same  number  of  the  Swiss  journal 
that  contains  the  two  last-named  letters,  (the  journal  of  Dec.  20th, 
1870,)  we  find  a  warm  appeal  and  affectionate  address  to  "  Our  dear 
brethren  of  France  and  Germany/' 

After  alluding  to  the  political  part  0i  the  correspondence  as 
verifying  a  legitimate  divergence  of  views  natural  between  '  a 
German  and  a  Frenchman,  even  though  both  are  sincere  Chris- 
tians," the  writer  adds  • 

"  On  the  other  hand,  how  well  your  letters  agree  on  the  purely 
scriptural  ground,  stigmatizing  war  and  the  wanton  declaration 
ot  it  1  How  your  letters  agree  in  their  wishes  for  peace,  and  hi  the 
hope  that  the  Christian  love  which  unites  you,  brethren  of  the 
two  camps,  will  not  be  prejudiced  1  Whence  comes  this  concord? 
From  the  fact  that  you  both  draw  your  inspiration  from  the  same 
source — the  Gospel. 

"  We  therefore  entreat  you  now  no  longer  to  discuss  matters 
which  divide  you,  although  they  may  be  intimately  connected 
with  the  tragical  events  of  the  present  time.  There  is  doubtless 
a  strong  temptation  to  it ;  but  avoid  it,  we  entreat  you.  Abandon 
entirely  the  political  subject  upon  which  mutual  understanding 
would  become  more  and  more  impossible  as  the  discussion  pro- 
ceeded. But  on  purely  evangelical  grounds  we  pray  you  to  fra 
tcrnize  as  you  have  already  done.  May  this  kind  correspondence 
between  the  Associations  of  the  belligerent  nations  not  stop  here ! 
May  it  continue  to  occupy  itself  exclusively  with  the  means  for  la- 
boring in  concert  to  procure  peace,  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel,  to  do  good,  to  carry  some  comfort  and  relief  to  the  nume 


rous  victims  of  war,  to  drop  a  little  balm  amongst  so  many 
wounds." 

At  the  close  an  informal  invitation  is  extended  to  "  all  Associa- 
tions to  which  this  request  may  come  to  set  apart  Sunday,  January 
15th,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  for  the  restoration  of  peace." 

This  day  was  duly  observed  by  the  London  Associations,  and  the 
honored  Secretary,  Mr.  W  Edwyn  Shipton,  addressed  on  that  day 
an  earnest  appeal,  full  of  warm  Christian  sympathy,  to  the  brethren 
in  France  and  Germany.  This  also  is  printed  in  the  last  number 
of  the  Quarterly  Messenger. 

We  regret  that  the  appointment  of  this  day  of  prayer  was  too 
late  to  admit  of  its  general  observance  in  our  own  country.  In 
another  column  we  call  the  attention  of  our  approaching  General 
Convention  to  this  remarkable  correspondence,  and  to  some  ap- 
propriate expression  of  that  fraternal  sympathy  we  all  feel  with 
our  brethren  in  their  late  terrible  conflict. 


Progress  of  the  1".  M.  C.  A.  in  Great  Britain.— 

Many  interesting  details  of  the  work  in  Great  Britain  are  given 
in  the  last  number  of  the  London  Quarterly  Messenger  From 
the  associations  in  London,  Leeds,  Bristol,  North-Hampton,  York, 
Dublin,  Belfast,  and  other  places  cheering  intelligence  is  given. 
We  will  have  space  for  more  particulais  in  our  next  paper. 

The  Annual  Gathering  of  the  Committees  of  the  Lon- 
don Association  last  January  was  full  of  interest.  The  chair- 
man, Mr.  George  Williams,  staled  that  1C  branch  associations  in 
important  provincial  towns  had  been  established  during  the  year. 
In  Ireland,  some  of  tho  bretliren  are  suffering  sad  persecution, 
cases  being  cited  of  young  men  who,  because  they  were  members 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  were  publicly  cursed  by  Romanist  priests  and 
avoided  in  the  streets  by  acquaintances  and  friends. 

TnE  growing  favor  with  which  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  are  regarded 
in  England  is  manifested  in  various  ways.  Dr.  Fraser,  Bishop  of 
Manchester,  and  Dr.  Campbell,  Bishop  of  Bangor,  presided  lately 
the  one  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association  in  Leeds,  the 
other  at  a  similar  anniversary  in  Bangor.  Mr.  Samuel  Morley, 
M.P.,  presiding  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Bristol,  said  that "  besides 
tho  Bishops  of  Ripon,  Manchester,  and  Bangor,  at  least  one  half  of 
the  prelates  of  tho  Established  Church  had  in  one  form  or  another 
identified  themselves  with  these  associations."  The  Quarterly 
Messenger,  referring  to  these  kindly  testimonies,  adds,  "  Such  ex- 
pressions of  practical  sense  and  kindly  confidence  are  but  a  just 
tribute  to  the  manner  in  which  on  every  fair  field  the  associations 
have  pursued  their  simple  work  of  uniting  godly  young  meu  in 
order  to  the  protection  of  the  good,  and  reclamation  of  the  ungodly 
youth  of  the  country." 

Prompt  Aid  to  Suffering  Brethren.  Immediately 
upon  the  surrender  of  Paris  prompt  efforts  were  made  by  the  Lon- 
don Association  to  send  something  to  the  relief  of  their  brethren 
in  France.  The  Quarterly  Messenger,  issued  soon  after  the  sur- 
render, says, 

"  A  loud,  urgent  call  is  made  upon  the  personal  sympathy  and 
self-sacrifice  of  every  Christ-loving  man,  in  order  to  the  dispatch 
of  immediate  relief  to  the  starving,  dying  people  in  Paris.  The 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  have  a  duty  all  their  own_ 
namely,  to  raise  a  fund  which  may  come  in  aid  of  the  general  bene- 
volence, and  may  assist  members  of  the  Unions  Chrttit nnes  des 
Jeune*  Gens  in  France  who  by  the  action  of  the  war  have  b<  en 
placed  in  circumstances  of  privation.  We  shall  put  ourselves  in 
communication  with  our  brethren  in  Paris,  and  the  Central  Com. 
mittee  in  Nimes,  to  learn  what  is  needed  most,  and  how  to  send  it. 
On  Sunday,  ere  the  news  o  the  capitulation  was  confirmed,  the 
Central  Bible  Class  in  London  made  an  impromptu  collection  of 
£3  10s.  This  will  be  supplemented  by  similai  collections,  and 
perhaps  for  prompt  action  nothing  can  serve  better  than  this  form 
of  collection  among  the  members  and  their  friends." 
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I%e  WorW«  Conference  of  the  Alliance,  appointed 
to  meet  in  New- York  last  September,  and  postponed  on  account 
of  the  German-French  war,  will  not  probably  be  called  together 
this  year.  The  third  annual  report  of  the  American  branch  of 
the  Alliance,  just  issued,  says  that  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Europe  will  not  warrant  any  strong  expectation  of  the  speedy 
assembling  of  the  conference.  But  letters  are  constantly  received 
from  abroad,  "  expressing  the  conviction  that  a  meeting  of  the 
General  Conference  on  the  neutral  ground  of  America  appears 
now  more  desirable  than  before,  and  will,  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  go  far  to  reunite  Christian  brethren  who  have  been  so  much 
alienated  by  the  angry  passions  and  atrocities  of  war. 

"  A  considerable  sum  of  money  had  been  subscribed  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Alliance,  in  preparation  for  and  during  the  con- 
ference. Part  of  this  money  was  paid  in.  A  portion,  perhaps 
one  third,  was  necessarily  expended  in  preliminary  arrangements, 
and  the  general  operations  of  the  Alliance.  The  remainder,  about 
$12,000,  has  been  deposited  with  the  United  States  Life  and  Trust 
Company,  drawing  interest ;  and  no  part  of  the  same,  principal  or 
interest,  will  be  expended  until  the  conference  is  again  sum- 
moned." 

Auxiliaries  of  the  American  Alliance  were  formed 
during  last  year  in  the  following  places :  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
Boston,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Cleveland,  Springfield,  Obcrlin, 
and  Cincinnati,  0. ;  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Chicago,  111. ;  Syracuse  and 
Canton,  N.  Y. ;  Americus,  Kansas;  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  Pella, 
Iowa.  The  annual  report,  referring  to  these,  says,  "It  is 
earnestly  to  be  desired  that  auxiliary  alliances  be  formed  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  ;  ministers  and  laymen  and  Christian  women 
being  associated  on  the  basis  of  the  Alliance,  to  promote  holy 
fellowship  and  cooperation  in  every  good  work." 


ftifg  Stiarioits. 

The  Work  of  a  Month.  The  New- York  City  Mission, 
the  oldest  and  the  most  thoroughly  equipped  of  all  organizations 
of  the  kind,  is  in  the  habit  of  holding  meetings  in  the  churches  on 
the  last  Wednesday  evening  of  every  month,  when  the  officers  and 
the  missionaries  make  statements  of  the  practical  operations  and 
results  of  the  missions,  hoping  thereby  to  inform  and  quicken 
Christian  zeal  and  activity,  and  promote  and  increase  Christian 
cooperation  and  liberality.  From  the  statistics  furnished  at  the 
last  monthly  meeting,  may  be  seen  the  amount  of  work  accom- 
plished, not  only,  but  the  comprehensiveness  and  efficiency  of  the 
system  carried  on. 

There  are  40  missionaries,  male  and  female,  who  made  9625  visits 
during  the  month,  reported ;  seven  mission  chapels  in  daily  use,  in 
which  were  held  500  meetings  of  various  kinds,  for  the  same 
period  ;  there  are  4  mission  Sabbath-schools,  having  under  their 
instruction  and  care  1250  children,  mostly  of  the  very  poor. 

There  are  8  temperance  societies,  meeting  weekly,  and  now 
having  4000  pledged  members  enrolled ;  there  is  a  Helping  Hand 
Association  giving  employment  to  200  poor  women ;  there  are 
sewing-schools  and  mother's  meetings,  reaching  several  hundreds 
of  persons ;  there  are  3  mission  churches,  with  an  aggregate  mem- 
bership of  800 ;  2  lodging-houses  and  2  reading-rooms  for  men,  giv- 
ing 2000  lodgings  and  meals,  and  having  500  readers,  monthly. 
The  missionaries  aided  200  families,  and  1000  persons ;  0  distributed 
cash,  clothing,  fuel,  food,  medicine,  etc.,  with  means  furnished  es- 
pecially for  that  purpose  by  the  benevolent. 


A  repining  life  is  a  lingering  death. — Quarto. 
This  is  your  business,  to  act  well  the  character  assigned  you :  to 
choose  it,  is  another's. — EpicUstu*. 


Oroivth  of  Ttventji-five  Tears.  A  missionary,  retiring 
from  the  service  after  three  years  of  labor  in  Wisconsin,  thus  ex- 
presses his  estimate  of  the  work :  "  For  the  past  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury the  American  Sunday-School  Union  has  been  doing  a  great 
and  glorious  work  in  this  State.  Churches  exist  by  scores  as  the 
outgrowth  of  the  humble  Union  Sunday-schools,  planted  in  new 
settlements  by  its  missionaries.  But  a  mighty  work  is  before  Una 
Sunday-school  workers  in  Wisconsin,  with  a  population  of  nearly 
a  million,  rapidly  increasing  by  immigration— one  half  of  foreign 
birth,  including  children  born  here :  two  fifths  of  these  German ; 
one  seventh  Scandinavian,  and  the  man  of  sin  struggling  for  the 
mastery.  We  are  gathering  into  our  Sunday-schools  multitudes 
of  these  children  of  foreigners,  and  often  they  become  the  moat 
constant  and  hopeful  pupils." 


Encouraging  Progress.  A  missionary,  in  Missouri, 
writes,  "  I  have  just  visited  a  neighborhood  where,  three  yean 
ago,  I  organized  a  Sunday-school  with  four  teachers  and  only  fif- 
teen scholars.  Last  summer,  a  railroad  was  finished  along  there  ; 
a  town,  called  'Green  Ridge,'  has  sprung  up ;  the  Sunday-school, 
started  in  a  private  house,  has  been  moved  into  a  hall ;  a  Con- 
gregational and  a  Presbyterian  church  have  been  organized.  Bnt 
all  the  good  brethren  are  cordially  united  in  the  Union  Sunday- 
school." 


Union  of  Churches  and  Races.  A  Sunday-school  that 
is  "  Union  "  through  and  through  was  established  during  the  pas* 
season  by  a  missionary  in  Sibley  County,  Minnesota.  It  began 
with  seven  teachers  and  forty-five  scholars.  The  teachers  axe 
Baptist,  Congregational,  and  Methodist.  The  settlement  is  a  mix- 
ture of  Americans,  Irish,  Germans,  and  Norwegians.  There  is 
unusual  harmony  in  regard  to  the  Sunday-school,  and  the  interest 
increases.  They  look  upon  it  as  the  institution  of  the  settle- 
ment. 


A  Dying  Church  Revived.  A  missionary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Sunday-School  Union  in  Tennessee  visited  a  church  which, 
for  various  causes,  was  so  nearly  dead  as  to  be  dropped  from  the 
record.  He  organized  a  Sunday-School  in  the  old  log  meeting, 
house,  and  soon  a  hundred  persons  were  gathered  in  it.  Then  a 
minister  came  to  preach  once  a  month,  a  prayer-meeting  was  estab- 
lished, and  recently  more  than  fifty,  mostly  from  the  Sunday- 
School,  have  found  peace  in  listening  in  Jesus.  Twenty-five  have 
already  been  added  to  the  church,  which  had  only  eleven  members 
and  soon  these  will  be  increased  four-fold. 

The  report  concerning  another  School  organized  and  aided  by  the 
Union  through  a  missionary  in  Tennessee  is,  "  Our  meetings  closed 
last  Sunday  night.  There  have  been  thirty  hopeful  conversions, 
and  our  school  has  grown  into  a  church  of  twenty  members." 


The-Lodglng  Houses  in  New- York  City,  under  the  care 
of  the  Children's  Aid  Society,  are  excellent  agencies  for  reaching 
the  neglected  classes.  Religious  meetings  are  held  here  in  the 
evenings,  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  has  been  often  times 
greatly  blessed.  The  Newsboy  Lodging-House,  No.  49  Park 
Place,  is  the  one  most  widely  known ;  but  the  religious  meetings 
most  largely  attended,  and,  perhaps,  most  interesting,  are  held  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Industrial  School  in  the  rear  of  272  Second  street. 
The  average  attendance  here  is  85 ;  at  709  East  Eleventh  street, 
45 ;  at  827  Rivington  street.  85 ;  at  111  West  Eighteenth  street, 
47.  Mr.  Macy  is  particularly  happy  in  addressing  these  children. 
They  rush  to  hear  him  in  such  numbers  that  he  is  obliged  to  lock 
the  doors  when  the  room  is  full  to  prevent  disorder  in  their  at- 
tempts to  get  within  hearing  distance. 

The  most  important  principle,  perhaps,  in  life,  is  to  have  a  pur- 
suit—a  useful  one,  if  possible,  and,  at  all  events,  an  innocent  cnm  — 
8*  Humphry  Dm- 
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LITERARY  NOTES. 


Tub  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly  is  the  name  of  a 
new  paper  published  J>y  the  American  Tract  Society.  It  covers 
eight  pages— equal  in  size  to  those  of  Harper'*  Weekly — and  the 
typographical  work  upon  it  is  of  the  superior  quality  which 
marks  all  similar  issues  of  this  society.  The  editor  is  Rev.  Lyman 
Abbott,  D.D. ;  Rev.  S.  E.  Warner  being  his  associate.  It  is  de- 
signed to  be  an  illustrated  religious  journal ;  "  Protestant,  but  not 
controversial ;  evangelical,  but  not  dogmatic ;  Christian,  main- 
taining the  teachings  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master."  To  issue  this 
paper,  a  publishing  fund  of  $25,000  has  already  been  raised  by 
subscription,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be  largely  increased. 

This  paper  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome,  and,  as  an  enterpris- 
ing effort  on  the  part  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  to  give  a 
popular,  taking  form  to  the  religious  literature  they  issue,  it  is 
worthy  of  all  commendation.  The  religious  tract,  in  its  original 
form,  ie  getting  a  trifle  antiquated,  or,  we  might  better  say,  is  out- 
living its  usefulness.  Many  refuse  its  contents  simply  because  of 
the  form  in  which  it  is  presented,  and  against  which  they  have 
imbibed  a  prejudice,  unreasonable,  perhaps,  but  powerful.  Present 
the  same  truths  to  them  in  the  form  of  a  paper,  especially  an  illus- 
trated paper,  and  it  will  be  received  with  pleasure.  This  experiment 
has  been  tried  with  wonderful  success  in  Chicago.  In  putting  a 
part  of  the  religious  literature  they  circulate  in  so  attractive  a 
form  as  that  of  the  illustrated  paper,  the  Tract  Society  have  acted 
with  wisdom  and  enterprise. 

The  illustrations  of  the  first  number  are  well  executed,  and  its 
pages  give  fair  promise  of  a  popular,  instructive  paper.  The  terms 
of  subscription  are  advertised  in  another  column. 

Max  Kromer  :  a  Story  of  the  Siege  of  Strasbtjrg,  1870, 
recounts  in  a  simple,  touching  style  the  sufferings  and  sorrows 
of  one  household  in  that  city  during  the  bombardment.  Better 
than  any  general  description,  it  gives  a  vivid  impression  of  the 
horrors  endured  by  the  citizens  during  their  gradual  retreat  into 
the  cellars  of  their  dwellings,  while  the  increasing  scarcity  of 
food  made  death  by  starvation  a  common  spectacle.  The  story  is 
written  by  the  author  of  "  Nelly's  Dark  Days,"  and  other  works. 
Messrs.  Dodd  &  Mead  are  the  publishers. 

Excellent  Books  for  Children. — "Margaret's  Old  Home," 
by  the  author  of  "  The  New  Commandment ;"  "  Violet  and  Dai- 
sy," by  the  author  of  "  Rosa  Lindesay ;"  and  "  Joanna  ;  or,  Learn- 
ing to  Follow  Jesus,"  by  Marion  Haven,  and  "  The  Hand  op  the 
Diligent,"  are  the  titles  of  four  admirable  vol  umes  j  ust  published 
in  Boston  by  Mr.  J.  P.  Warren,  and  in  this  city  by  Messrs.  Brough- 
ton  &  Wymao.  They  are  good  Sunday-school  books,  teaching  the 
way  of  life  in  simple  narratives  well  adapted  to  convey  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel  to  the  mind  of  a  child,  They  will  be  sought 
for  and  read  with  interest. 


THE  MONTH. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 


Biiuiia,  Rev.  A.   Note,  on  the  Gospels,  2  vols. ;  (Harper  A  Bros.) (3  00 

Notes  on  the  Acta  of  the  Apostles;  Harper  A  Bros.) 1  90 

Bmranw,  H.  W.    Sermons.    Fourth  Scries ;  (J.  B.  Ford  A  Co.) 2  00 

Bran,  Rev.  E.  F.    AdFldem;  Evidences  of  the  Bible;  (Noycs,  Holmes  A  Co.) 1  SO 

Colaxci,  L.    Zell's  Popular  Encyclopedia,  Nos.  05, 56,07,  >wd. ;  (T.  EUwoodZelL).     SO 

Donai,  A.   The  Kindergarten ;  (E.  Stelger.) 1  00 

Haves,  Mamox.    Joanna;  or.  Learning  to  Follow  Jesus;  (Broughton  A  Wyman.)..  1  25 

Lewis,  Dr.  D.    Our  Girls  ;  (Harper  &  Bros.) 1  50 

MrrroaD,  A.  B.    Tale,  of  Old  Japan,  2  vols.;  (Htcmlllan  A  Oo.) t  00 

Mcixin,  F.  Max.   Chips  from  a  German  Workshop ;  (Charles  Seribner  A  Co.) 

Flunaox,  Kmilt  0.    Gatemberg.;  the  Art  of  Printing ;  (Noyes,  Holmes  A  Co.) 2  00 

Phelps,  Miss  E.  8.    The  Silent  Partner.    A  tale ;  (J.  R.  Osgood  A  Co.) 150 

Pboctob,  R.  A.   The  Sun;  (Seribner,  Welford  A  Co.) 5  50 

RlwLrssoH,  O.    Manual  of  Ancient  History  ;  (Harper  A  Bros.) 2  50 

Srmtroat,  Unu.    Max  Kramer.    A  tale ;  (Dodd  A  Mead.) 100 

Ttxxraox,  A.    Poetical  Works ;  (Harper  A  Bros.) 125 

Violet  and  Daisy.    The  Picture  with  two  Sides  ;  (Broughton  A  Wyman.) 125 

Wnrrenia,  R.    Wonderful  Escapes ;  (Cbarlos  Seribner  A  Co.) 150 

Wuxiists,  8.  W.   The  Middle  Kingdom,  2  vols.,  4th  ed. ;  (J.  Wiley  A  Son.) 4  00 

Yuuax,O.H.    The  Study  of  Government;  (LltUe,  Brown  A  Oo.) 

Yoshw,  Mia.  0.  M.    Concordance  to  "  The  Christian  Yen  j"  (Pott  A  Amery.) 2  60 

Mo*1ngiov«r ''.The  OhrtatUn  Year;"         «  «       2  50 


AT    HOME. 

The  serious  Troubles  in  South-  Carolina,  arising  from 
conflict  between  races  and  political  parties,  are  endangering  life 
and  property.  United  States  troops  have  been  ordered  into  the 
commonwealth.  "  Governor  Scott,"  writes  a  traveler  in  the  South, 
'.'  has  sent  out  invitations  to  intelligent  and  influential  citizens  in 
all  parts  of  the  State,  accompanied  by  railroad  tickets  for  their  free 
passage,  asking  them  to  meet  him  on  a  designated  day  at  Colum- 
bia, to  consult  upon  the  best  means  to  restore  peace  and  harmony 
in  the  State.  This  is  a  wise  measure.  But  party  spirit  is  raging 
so  fiercely  that  it  is  very  doubtful  if  reason  will  at  present  rule  the 
hour."  Congress,  previous  to  its  adjournment,  is  deliberating  con- 
cerning legislation  on  the  subject.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the 
prospect  is  darker  in  South-Carolina  than  it  is  at  Washington. 


A  Magnificent  Enterprise,  More  than  a  year  ago  a 
public  meeting  was  held  in  this  city,  at  which  resolutions  were 
adopted  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  public  gal- 
lery or  museum  of  the  fine  arts,  and  a  committee  of  fifty  was  ap- 
pointed to  carry  that  purpose  into  effect.  An  association  was  soon 
organized,  and  a  charter  obtained  from  the  State  Legislature.  A 
bill  is  now  pending  before  that  body  to  empower  the  Commission- 
ers of  Public  Parks  to  expend  $1,000,000  in  erecting  buildings  for 
the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  and  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art,  so  that  in  due  time  it  is  expected  New- York  will 
have  such  an  institution  as  the  one  proposed,  worthy  of  the  size 
and  importance  of  the  city." 

Humanity  to  Animals.  Whether  Mr.  Henry  Bergh,  the 
President  of  the  American  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Animals,  has  by  his  humane  efforts  been  of  greater  service  to 
men  or  to  beasts,  may  be  a  question ;  but  that  he  has  been  a  won- 
derful benefactor  to  both  is  beyond  a  doubt.  Five  years  ago,  there 
did  not  exist,  in  any  part  of  our  country,  a  statutory  law  for  the 
protection  from  cruelty  of  inferior  animals.  At  that  time  Mr.  Bergh 
began  his  efforts  to  obtain  the  passage  of  laws,  to  excite  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  subject,  and  to  raise  funds  for  sustaining  the 
merciful  objects  of  the  society  ;  and  now,  through  gifts  and  lega- 
cies, it  is  in  possession  of  half  a  million  of  dollars.  The  work  has 
also  greatly  extended  itself  upon  this  continent.  Twenty-five  so- 
cieties, located  in  sixteen  States  of  the  United  States  and  in  Cana. 
da,  have  been  established,  and  their  number  is  continually  increas- 
ing.   

Instructive  Weapons.  Gen.  Belknap,  Secretary  of  War, 
has  caused  to  be  deposited  in  the  museum  of  Princeton  College  a 
set  of  fire-arms  which,  upon  examination,  will  show  the  history  and 
improvements  in  such  arms  from  the  foundation  of  our  govern- 
ment to  the  present  time.  Beginning  with  the  old  flint  musket, 
the  successive  stages  are  shown,  until  the  observer  reaches  the 
Springfield  musket  and  the  Prussian  needle-gun.  The  collection 
also  contains  specimens  of  all  of  the  arms  used  by  the  rebels  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  the  best  and  latest  arms  of  foreign  countries. 
The  collection  embraces  over  one  hundred  pieces,  all  in  perfect 
condition.  

Hon.  Hudson  E.  Bridge,  of  St.  Louis,  has  given  $15,000 
to  the  Washington  University,  in  that  city,  for  the  erection  of  the 
polytechnic  building;  $15,000  for  furniture  and  apparatus,  and 
$100,000  for  the  endowment  of  the  chancellorship  and  for  a  scien- 
tific library— making  a  grand  total  of  $180,000.  Within  about  six 
weeks  the  university  has  been  strengthened  by  gifts  and  endow- 
ments amounting  in  all  to  $210,000. 

The  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  BiU  was  passed  by  the  late 
Congress.  It  sanctions  the  construction  of  that  road,  and  gives  to 
the  company  a  land  grant  of  18,000,000  acres. 
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ABROAD. 


Paris  in  Rebellion,  The  conclusion  of  peace  with  Prussia 
and  tlio  witlidrnw.il  of  Herman  troops  have  not  restored  quiet  and 
order  to  Paris.  The  turbulent  mob  seems  to  be  getting  the  upper 
hand.  Minister  Washburne  telegraphs  March  19th  :  "  The  National 
Guards  Committee  is  master  of  Paris.  All  the  members  of  the 
Thiers  government  have  gone  to  Versailles.  I  follow  with  the 
whole  diplomatic  corps."  The,  rioters,  to  whom  the  National 
G  uards  went  over  in  a  body,  declare  the  overthrow  of  the  Bor- 
deaux Assembly,  which  concluded  peace,  and  want  to  set  up  a  new 
Republican  government.  How  many  governments  of  this  kind 
the  Parisians  will  be  allowed  to  set  up  and  pull  down  remains  to 
be  seen.  Wo  can  not  anticipate  horrors  equal  to  those  of  the 
Reiirn  of  Terror,  but  the  excesses  of  these  rioters  in  the  murder  of 
the  innocent  show  a  cruelty  and  pitiless  frenzy  that  create  anxious 
foreboding. 


The  Chinese  Government  has  paid  $200,000  indemnity 
for  the  French  property  destroyed  at  Tien-tain,  and  has  appointed 
a  Frenchman  to  the  post  of  imperial  interpreter,  at  a  salary  of 
$15,000.  These  concessions  are  regarded  as  full  settlement  of  the 
claims  growing  out  of  the  murderous  outrage. 


The  Italian  Government  have  asked  for  an  extraor 
dinary  credit  of  about  175,000,000  lire  for  the  completion  of  tlie 
armament  of  the  country.  This  will  increase  the  debt  of  the  na- 
tion to  an  enormous  figure 


Berlin  van  Illuminated  with  extraordinary  brilliancy 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Emperor  William,  on  the  18th  of  last  month. 
Immense  popular  enthusiasm  was  manifested  by  all  classes. 


The  Heath  of  Robert  Chambers, 

the  celebrated  Edinburgh  publisher,  was 
announced  last  month.  He  and  his  brother 
began  their  business  in  Edinburgh  many 
years  ago,  by  establishing  two  bookstores 
in  that  city.  Robert's  tastes  led  him  to 
write,  and  he  published  several  works  on 
Scotland,  its  traditions,  etc.  This  firm 
founded  the  well-known  Chambers'*  Jour- 
nal; and  their  success  led  them  to  publish 
cheap  works  for  popular  instruction,  which 
have  had  a  world-wide  circulation. 


£ljetiat  gjiottof. 


COLGATE   &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  "workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 
as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  In 

PERFUMERY 

AMD 

TOIIiBT   ^.nTIOLES. 

ir  


special  %\et\tt9. 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

Aim 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED    LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red    Lead,  etc. 

ALTO, 

LINSEED    OIL, 

Bow,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

287  Pearl  Street,  Now- York. 


jrduJHrd  mm§, 
ENGRAVING 

ESTABLISHMENT, 

No.  48   Beekman   Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


STEAM  TO  AND  FROM  GLASGOW, 
CALLING  AT 
MOVIXLE,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark   Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
ERS, 
America,         Caledonia,     India, 
Anglla.  Columbia,       Iowa, 

A  nut  r  alia,       Bump*,  lamalla, 

Britannia  Seandanavla 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  20,  North  River,  »t  U  o'clock,  Noon. 

Rates  of  Passage  payable  la  Currency,  una  as  low  as 
by  any  other  First-Class  Line. 

Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac. 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  IS  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe;  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

For  further  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office,  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  Torkn 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
New  Yobk,  January,  1871. 


INVENTORS'    EXCHANGE, 

245  Broadway,  New- York. 

Tangible  Inventions  Negotiated. 

No  Goods  Received  unless  Ordered. 

Rooms  6  and  7  American  Agriculturist  Building. 

D.  F.  KEMP,  Proprietor. 


USE 

JOHN    DWICHT   &   CO.'* 

BEST    SALERATUB, 

Or  their 

SUPER  CARB.  SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Par- 
poses.    Established  1846. 

11  Old  Slip,  New- York. 


Jlfr.  Gladstone's  Government  en 

counters  in  the  present  session  of  Parliament 
unprecedented  opposition.  In  tlie  debates 
and  divisions  on  two  recent  questions,  one 
relating  to  abolition  of  tests  in  the  univer- 
sities, and  the  other  to  the  Irish  question, 
Mr.  Gladstone's  majorities  hare  been  small, 
and  many  of  his  supporters  cast  votes 
against  the  ministry. 

The  Austrian  Government  prohibited 
the  Germans  in  Vienna  from  celebrating-  the 
conclusion  of  peace  between  France  and 
Prussia. 


$Vtc  ial  golfr «. 


T.   G.    SELLEW, 

DESKS, 

Office  and  Library 

FURNITURE, 

No.  103  Fulton  Street, 

NEW-YORK. 


Banks  and  Offices  Fitted  Vp. 


BRIDAL    PRE8ENTS. 

OPERA  GLASSES, 
Eich  Vienna  Leather  Bags. 

Articles  packed,  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

SCHUYLER,  HARTLEY  &  GRAHAM, 
22  John  Street  and  19  Maiden 


Aslnry  Life  Insurance  Company, 

806  BBOADWAY, 

Cor.  Uth  St.,  &EW-YOBX. 

LEMUEL  BANGS,  President. 
GEORGE  ELLIOTT,  Ylce-Prcs't  and  Secretary. 
E.  McCLINTOCK,  Actuary. 
A  K.  M.  PURDY,  Examiner. 
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The  Cleveland  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  was  organized  in 
1867.  Average  mem- 
bership about  500.  Had 
it  not  been  for  our  Sa- 
turday night  prayer- 
meeting,  started  soon 
after  our  organization, 
-which  has  uniformly 
been  well  attended,  we 
believe  our  association 
would  have  disbanded 
before  its  first  anniver- 
sary. 

In  the  Ml  of  1868, 
the  second  State  Con- 
vention was  held  in 
Cleveland.  Although 
it  quickened  our  inte- 
rest in  the  glorious 
work  of  rescuing  young 
men,  we  feared  that  cur- 
rent expenses  for  room- 
rent,  etc.,  so  often  the 
bane  of  our  organiza- 
tions, would  speedily 
terminate  our  existence. 
We  resolved  to  place 
ourselves  on  a  more  so- 
lid foundation.  A  build- 
ing-fund committee  was 
organized,  which  soon 
secured,  from  members, 
$13,000  in  $100  sub- 
scriptions, (payable  in 
four  years,  $6.25  every 
three  months.) 


THE  NEW  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  CLEVELAND,   OHIO. 


Then,  having  helped  ourselves,  citizens  cheerfully  gave  enough 
to  purchase  and  refit  ground  and  building,  worth  not  less  than 
$30,000.     A  picture  of  the  edifice  accompanies  this  sketch. 

The  property  purchased  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
public  square,  just  east  of  Ontario  street  The  building  stands 
back  some  thirty  feet,  and  the  ample  space  in  front  thus  secured 
is  set  with  smooth  flagging,  so  that  it  is  connected  with  the  side- 
walk. The  fence  has  been  removed,  and  directly  in  front  a  lamp- 
post has  been  erected  with  transparencies,  offering  an  invitation 


to  the  passer-by,  and 
extending  a  welcome  to 
all  who  will  enter.  In 
the  basement  of  the 
building  are  a  barber- 
shop  and  bath-rooms. 
The  floor  of  the  hall 
from  the  main  doors, 
facing  the  park,  is  cov- 
ered with  hemp  mat- 
ting, and  the  walls  are 
frescoed.  Passing 
through  a  door  at  the 
right,  we  are  in  a  large, 
airy  room  with  a  bow- 
window  of  generous  di- 
mensions, frescoed  and 
hung  with  pictures. 
This  is  the  reception- 
room. 

In  the  rear  of  this 
room  is  ono  smaller,  but 
fitted  up  in  the  same 
style,  now  used  as  a 
temporary  rea  d  i  n  g  - 
room.  The  parlors  oc- 
cupy the  whole  of  the 
second  floor,  and  are 
attractive  in  every  re- 
spect. Above  these 
are  committee-rooms, 
and  a  chamber  for  the 
superintendent  of  the 
building,  which  accord 
with  the  rest  of  the 
house.  The  attic  is  to 
be  fitted  up  for  lodg- 
ers, and  will  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  strangers  in  the  city, 
who  are  friendless  and  have  no  money  to  pay  their  bills. 

The  plan  now  is  to  build  an  addition  to  the  rear,  which  will 
make  two  rooms,  to  be  fitted  up,  one  for  a  reading  room,  the 
other  a  hall  for  prayer-meetings  and  lectures.  We  heartily  con- 
gratulate our  members  in  Cleveland  on  the  substantial  progress 
they  have  made  in  securing  this  commodious  edifice.  No  depart- 
ment of  our  work  is  being  pushed  more  enterprisingly  than  the 
purchase  or  erection  of  attractive  homes  for  our  association. 
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Y.    M.    C.    A.— FINANCES.— HOW     TO     RAISE 
MONEY. 

T.     K.     CRRE. 

The  only  sure  way  to  place  an  association  on  a  permanently 
secure  basis  is  to  carry  on  the  work  in  such  a  manner  at  to  com- 
mend it  to  the  Christian  public-.  Let  them  see  that  an  effort  is 
being  made  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ  in  a  way  worthy  of 
that  cause,  and  of  the  agency  engaged  in  it  Secure  the  assis- 
tance of  earnest  Christian  men,  who  stand  well  in  the  communi- 
ty and  whose  names  will  command  the  confidence  of  the  Chris- 
tian public.  Let  your  Christian  work  speak  more  loudly  than 
your  mere  verbal  appeal  for  money.  While  you  aim  to  practice 
humility,  it  is  not  desirable  that  "your  light  should  be  hid  under 
a  bushel."  If  you  are  working  in  the  right  spirit,  it  is  a  species 
of  vanity  to  think  that  it  is  your  own  glory  you  herald,  when 
you  give  publicity  to  work  for  Christ.  The  following  quaint 
paraphrase  of  Scripture  is  very  suggestive :  "  Let  your  light  so 
shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  (not  you,  but)  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  (not  you  nor  your  good  works,  but)  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

Those,  too,  who  give  of  their  means  to  the  work,  but  who 
are  not  actively  enough  engaged  in  it  to  know  what  is  being  ac- 
complished, have  a  right  to  be  informed  of  your  work. 

Before  you  go  to  the  public,  urge  your  own  members  to  give 
as  largely  as  they  can,  be  their  ability  to  give  much  or  little ;  for 
if  the  cause  does  not  speak  to  those  familiar  with  it,  how  can  it 
present  its  claims  to  those  who  know  little  or  nothing  about  it  ? 
And  if  association  men  will  not  give  of  their  means,  how  long 
will  they  probably  be  interested  enough  to  give  of  their  earnest 
effort  ?  Money  ought  to  be  raised  at  the  beginning  of  each  year, 
and  in  sufficient  quantity  to  secure  the  year's  expenses.  A  good 
plan  is  to  have  an  annual  meeting,  engage  the  best  talent  availa- 
ble, arrange  all  the  minutiae  of  the  meeting  systematically,  have 
good,  attractive  music,  and  forbid  long,  prosaic  reports,  which 
though  good,  and  perhaps  interesting  to  the  enthusiastic  associa- 
tion men  who  prepare  them,  are  yet  always  sure  to  bore  the 
4ener.1l  public.  If  they  must  prepare  them,  and  you  can  afford 
it,  publish  them ;  if  not,  file  them  away  till  the  good  time  comes 
when  all  such  productions  will  be  unearthed.  Prepare  and  dis- 
tribute tlips  stating  how  much  you  want.  Let  it  be  a  modest 
sum ;  no  fabulous  amount  to  frighten  the  people,  but  just  what 
you  need.  Present  the  work  in  its  brightest  and  most  truthful 
phase,  with  an  earnest  appeal  for  workers.  If  it  be  a  large  mis-. 
cellaneous  meeting,  show  the  spirit  of  the  work  by  (in  season 
and  out  of  season)  preaching  Christ  Jesus,  and  him  crucified. 

Make  your  appeal  for  money  in  a  simple,  straightforward  way, 
letting  the  magnitude  of  the  work  appeal  to  people  in  its  unspo- 
ken earnestness.  Avoid  all  complaining  and  fault-finding;  it 
does  no  good,  and  renders  the  work  unattractive.  Secure  a  good 
report  of  Die  meeting  in  the  public  press,  and  while  people  are 
thinking  of  it,  go  to  all  who  ought  to  give,  not  as  if  you  were  ask- 
ing a  personal  favor,  but  with  a  sense  of  the  dignity  of  the  Mas- 
ter's work,  and  a  consciousness  that  you  are  speaking  to  his  follow- 
ers. A  few  days'  delay  may,  and  probably  will,  not  only  make  the 
duty  more  unpleasant,  but  lessen  the  donations  very  materially. 

When  the  work  is  thus  carried  on  in  a  way  to  commend  it  to 
the  Christian  public,  you  are  laying  a  broad  and  deep  foundation 
for  the  association.  On  this,  in  due  time,  the  building  fund  and 
the  building  will  rise.  The  attempt  to  erect  an  edifice  on  any 
other  basis  will  be  likely  to  result  in  a  house  built  on  the  sand. 
But  a  structure  that  represents  the  deep  interest  of  the  Christian 
community  in  the  work  of  the  association,  will  help  to  conserve 
and  perpetuate  that  work  while  it  increases  its  efficiency  in  every 
department  of  effort 


SUNDAY   AFTERNOON    AT   THE    ROOMS   OF 
THE    NEW-YORK    ASSOCIATION. 

VERRANUS    MORSE,     M.D. 

At  half-past  one,  the  doors  of  the  spacious  reception-room  are 
thrown  open,  and  strangers  from  the  hotels,  and  young  men  from 
boarding-houses,  are  cordially  welcomed  by  the  reception  com- 
mittee. 

The  walls  of  this  room  are  hung  with  paintings  designed  to 
please  and  instruct.  The  tables  are  supplied  with  books  and 
periodicals  that  will  interest  and  improve  those  who  read  them. 
Here  young  men  may  find  the  old  family  religious  journals  they 
were  accustomed  to  read  in  their  country  homes,  from  boyhood 
till  the  day  they  received  the  parting  blessing.  Those  papers 
carry  their  thoughts  back  to  the  circle  of  loved  ones,  and  their 
hearts  are  softened.  Pen  and  pencil  sketches  of  nations,  tribes, 
and  people  perishing  in  heathen  darkness  attract  the  attention 
of  some,  and  while  they  muse  the  fire  burns,  and  they  remem- 
ber that  they,  too,  are  living  in  the  darkness  of  sin,  though  sur- 
rounded with  the  light  of  the  Gospel.  In  this  way  their  reading 
becomes  preliminary  to  and  cooperates  with  more  direct  efforts 
for  their  salvation. 

If  any  anxious  one  wishes  to  engage  in  religious  conversation, 
or  join  in  prayer  with  a  Christian  brother,  he  can  meet  the  sec- 
retary in  his  private  room. 

At  five  o'clock,  the  Bible-class,  numbering  nearly  three  hun- 
dred, assembles  in  the  large  lecture-room.  This  class  is  con- 
ducted by  Professor  William  H.  Thomson,  M.D.,  a  son  of  Rev. 
W.  M.  Thomson,  D.D.,  for  many  years  a  missionary  in  Syria 
and  Palestine,  and  author  of  The  Land  and  the  Booh.  Profes- 
sor Thomson  was  born  in  Palestine,  and  is  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  places,  scenery,  habits,  productions,  climate,  and  seasons  so 
often  referred  to  in  the  Bible.  From  his  graphic  descriptions  of 
these  as  they  exist  to-day,  and  have  existed  since  the  days  of 
Abraham  in  all  that  land  where  Jesus  taught,  and  the  Bible 
was  written,  we  learn  the  minute  accuracy  and  strict  regard  to 
truth,  in  the  slightest  and  most  incidental  references  to  them  in 
the  Scripture  narratives.  An  hour  spent  in  listening  to  his  words 
will  do  more  than  volumes  of  logic  toward  withering  up  the 
fashionable  skepticism  that  delights  to  take  root  in  the  brains  of 
young  men.  With  the  sunlight  of  truth  he  dispels  the  mythical 
shadows  with  which  ignorance  enshrouds  the  Bible,  and  shows 
that  its  illustrations  and  figures  are  neither  fictions  nor  eastern 
hyperbole,  but  truthful  and  most  appropriate  similitudes,  drawn 
from  customs  and  circumstances  familiar  to  the  eyes  and  minds 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  round  about  Jerusalem. 

Thus  while  he  imparts  information  concerning  the  manners  of 
the  people  of  the  land  of  his  birth,  he  convinces  the  reason  that 
the  Bible  treats  of  veritable  facts. 

At  six  o'clock  tea  is  served  in  the  small  lecture-room,  under 
the  pleasant  supervision  of  Mrs.  Brasier,  wife  of  the  careful  and 
competent  superintendent  of  the  building.  Here  the  young  men 
many  of  them  strangers,  sit  in  cheerful,  home-like  groups,  en- 
gaged in  agreeable  conversation,  and  those  of  us  who  have  not 
yet  forgotten  what  a  day  of  trial,  temptation,  and  home-sickness 
Sunday  ordinarily  is  to  a  stranger  in  the  city,  lift  up  our 
hearts  in  thankfulness  to  God  for  putting  it  into  the  hearts  of 
his  people  to  provide  such  a  home,  and  such  entertainments  for 
the  stranger  in  New-York.  Immediately  after  tea  a  prayer-meet 
ing  is  held  in  the  same  room ;  and  those  who  are  still  out  of 
the  ark  of  safety,  are  invited  and  urged  to  accept  of  the  salvation 
made  known  to  them  in  the  Gospel.  After  being  brought  face 
to  face,  in  the  Bible-class,  with  Jesus,  as  he  lived,  and  taught 
and  suffered,  and  died,  that  they  might  live,  and  after  having 
been  entertained  so  hospitably  and  cheerfully  by  his  disciples 
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for  his  sake,  they  arc  disposed  to  listen,  and  many  accept  the 
invitation  and  are  saved,  who  otherwise  might  hare  been  lost. 

At  half-past  seven,  an  address  is  delivered  in  the  large  hall  by 
some  one  of  the  city  pastors.  This  service  is  designed  for 
strangers,  and  young  men  who  are  not  connected  with  any 
church.  This  is  followed  by  a  short  season  of  prayer  for  the 
divine  blessing  on  the  agencies  used  during  the  day  for  the  con- 
version of  young  men. 


A  WORK  TWICE  BLESSED. 

J.  C.  HAVBMBYKR. 

The  habitual  distribution  of  religious  literature— especially 
if  first  carefully  read  and  prayerfully  selected — affords  a  constant 
and  excellent  test  of  one's  spiritual  condition.  The  individual  who 
enters  upon  this  course  will  receive  wonderful  enlightenment  re- 
garding his  own  heart,  and  will  at  the  same  time  adopt  an  effective 
means  of  subduing  unholy  affections  and  lusts,  and  of  gaining  the 
spirit  of  the  Master. 

Let  the  minister  of  the  Gospel  try  it.  Ho  will  then  appreciate 
man's  nature  aud  God's  grace  as  never  before,  and  with  greatly  in- 
creased offset  will  urge  sinners  to  "  cease  to  do  evil  and  learu  to 
do  well,"  and  exhort  Christians  to  a  consecration  wherein  they  may 
know  and  do  the  "  good  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God."' 
Let  the  Christian  worker  try  it  who  at  street  meetings,  or  on  other 
public  occasions,  earnestly  proclaims  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and 
rebukes  the  pride  which  leads  men  to  refuse  the  gracious  invita- 
tions of  the  Gospel.  Ho  will  become  more  tender  aud  sympa- 
thetic, and  learn  the  great  lesson  in  Christian  usefulness,  of  speak- 
ing the  truth  in  love.  Let  the  man  or  woman  try  it  who  is  satis- 
fied or  dissatisfied  with  their  present  religious  experience,  who  is 
confident  or  discouraged,  strong  or  weak ;  for  all,  I  am  assured, 
there  are  invaluable  lessons  which,  heeded  and  improved,  will  be 
a  savor  of  life  unto  lite. 

Go-1  rvquires  and  honors  Christian  consistency.  The  world  de- 
mands and  needs  it.  It  is  not  enough  that  wo  harangue  our  fel- 
low-men upon  what  their  life  and  spirit  should  be.  Wo  must  illus- 
trate it  before  their  eyes.  Our  own  faithfulness  and  humility  must 
Iks  apparent.  Our  light  should  shine  in  deed  as  well  as  in  word. 
Disciples  are  followers.  Our  path  is  marked  out  by  tho  footsteps 
of  Jesus.  "  If  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of 
his." 

Header,  you  have  spoken  at,  or  attended  a  public  religious  gath- 
ering. The  assembly  is  about  to  disperse.  Are  you  prepared 
and  willing  to  impress  the  word  proclaimed  by  dispensing  some 
tracts  amoug  the  retiring  auditors?  You  pass  a  knot  of  careless, 
pleasure-Booking  men  on  tho  street  corner.  Will  you  stop  and 
kindly  speak  to  them,  and  offer  them  some  forms  of  religious  lite- 
rature? Tou  make  a  purchase  in  a  store.  Before  leaving,  will 
you  hand  a  printed  confession  of  the  Lord  Jesus  as  your  Saviour 
and  Master  to  the  person  who  waited  upon  you?  You  travel. 
Are  yeu  in  this  respect  faithful  to  your  fellow-passenger  in  the  car ; 
to  the  idler  at  the  depot,  to  the  clerk,  porter,  bell-boy,  chamber- 
maid at  the  hotel ;  to  the  stranger  or  resident  in  the  town  or  vil- 
lage you  visit?  You  have  relatives  and  friends.  Do  you  give 
them,  now  and  then,  with  words  of  recommendation,  some  little 
publications,  designed  to  lead  them  to  know  and  love  the  Lord 
Jesus? 

You  encounter  hundreds  and  thousands  of  men,  women,  and 
children  in  the  streets  every  day.  While  offering  prayer  for  their 
salvation,  do  you  reflect  whether  God,  in  his  providence,  has  placed 
within  your  reach  a  means  of  co-working  with  him  for  this  great 
end  and  do  you  use  it  ? 

If  such  is  not  our  life,  why  not?  What  hinders?  This  is  a 
heart-searching  inquiry.  But  "  God  searcheth  the  heart."  Are 
you  and  I  unwilling  to  do  violence  to  pride  t  Do  we  choose  rather 
to  indulge  pride,  and  keep  away  from  Jesus,  than  to  be  humble  and 
walk  with  him?    Is  the  disciple  above  his  Lord?    Do  wo  forgot 


that  the  friendship  of  the  world  is  enmity  to- God?  Does  pride 
hinder? 

Perhaps  we  are  too  bu*y.  Then  the  rule  of  our  Christian  life 
differs  from  that  of  Him  whose  meat  and  drink  it  was  to  do  his 
Father's  will.  We  do  not  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness.  We  forget  that  we  are  not  our  own,  and  are 
stewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  Is  "  too  busy"  the  hin- 
derance ? 

Or  is  it  that  we  have  not  the  patience  or  adaptation  ?  Why  not 
pray  for  such  qualifications  then,  and  seek  for  them?  We  all 
need  Christian  graces,  and  one  end  of  our  probation  is  to  develop 
them.  If  we  are  as  clay  in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  will  not  God 
mould  us  for  such  service  ?  Is,  then,  an  impatient  and  unchrist- 
like  temper,  or  conscious  weakness  and  unfitness  without  search 
after  divine  aid,  the  hiuderance  ? 

A  good  illustration  of  the  alertness  and  ready  action  resulting 
from  the  habit  of  distributing  tracts  and  other  religious  reading  has 
lately  come  to  my  knowledge.  Wlule  sitting  in  the  public  room 
of  a  hotel  in  another  city,  a  gentleman  trained  to  this  work  heard 
a  man  talking  very  profanely.  He  longed  to  reprove  him,  but  not 
finding  the  opportunity,  he  ascertained  his  address,  and  sent  him 
through  the  post-office  that  effective  little  tract,  "  Don't  Swear !" 
This  Christian  had  learned  to  be  anxious  for  opportunity,  and  his 
supply  of  tracts  both  stimulated  and  aided  him. 

And  here  is  another.  A  Christian  man  lately  entered  a  city  car, 
having  in  his  pocket  a  single  copy  of "  Old  and  Young."  Looking 
around  to  determine  how  to  bestow  it,  he  discovered  a  boy  of  about 
twelve  years  old,  in  ragged  clothes,  sitting  alone,  and,  crossing  the 
car,  sat  by  him.  In  conversation  the  boy,  who  was  an  interesting 
character,  stated  that  his  mother  had  died,  and  his  father  was  in- 
temperate. He  worked  for  a  wealthy  Broadway  firm,  who  gave 
him  three  dollars  a  week,  out  of  which  he  paid  two  dollars  and  a 
half  for  bis  board.  He  had  no  home.  '  He  had  attended  a  certain 
church  and  Sunday-school,  but  had  not  been  lately  on  account  of 
tho  condition  of  his  clothes.  Who  can  trace  tho  good  which  may 
follow  from  the  kind  interest  shown  in  this  boy,  the  paper  given 
him,  the  call  he  has  received,  or  will  receive,  from  an  officer  of  tho 
Sunday-school  he  formerly  attended,  with  an  offer  to  clothe  him, 
and  the  personal  notification  to  his  employers  of  the  situation  01 
their  young  employee '! 


NEARER  TO  CHRIST. 

I  NEVEK  pressed  so  close  to  thee,  my  Saviour. 

But  inward  voices  cried,  Draw  nearer  still. 
Is  my  heart  theu  so  large,  and  can  not  Jesus 

With  his  sweet  fullness  its  deep  ocean  fill? 

What  means  this  aching  void  ?    Is  there  no  liiuit 
To  the  vast  longings  of  the  human  soul  t 

Shall  it  know  hunger  and  know  thirst  forever- 
Grasp  but  in  fragments,  never  seize  the  whole  > 

Ah  childish  questions!    Listen  to  the  d'.iswer. 

Great  is  thy  heart,  thy  soul  insatiate — 
Yet  has  not  room  for  Him  who  feeds  all  nations 

The  coming  of  whose  kingdom  worlds  await. 

Ask  for  a  larger  heart,  for  longings  deeper — 
For  richer  faith  with  which  to  meet  this  Guest 

Who,  wheresoever  ho  finds  room,  will  enter, 
And  on  all  restless  longings  breathe  his  rest. 


It  is  an  excellent  thing  when  men's  religion  makes  theiu.  gene- 
rous, free-hearted,  and  open-handed,  scorning  to  do  a  thing  that  is 
paltry  and  sneaking. — Henry. 

"We  wear  Christ  too  often  like  a  loose  garment,  to  be  put  on  and 
taken  off  as  convenience  offers — denying  him  by  not  confessing 
him." 
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THE    GERMAN  CHRISTIAN"    AND    SANITARY 
COMMISSION    DURING    THE    SEVEN 
MONTHS'   WAR.* 

OniOIN  OF  DlAKONEN   INSTITUTES.      THE   GERMAN   Y.   M.   C.    A. 

ix  the  Field,  the  Camp,  and  the  Hospital.    Interesting 
Incidents. 

letter  from  mr.  o.  c.  morse. 

The  members  of  the  Christian  Young  Men's  Associations  in 
Germany  hare  taken  an  active  part  in  the  late  war,  both  as 
soldiers  in  the  army  and  as  Christian  commissioners,  or  diakonen, 
on  the  battle-field,  and  in  the  camp  and  hospital.  In  the  former 
service  from  one  quarter  topne  half  tho  members  of  the  different 
associations  have  been  engaged.  In  the  latter  service  the  part 
taken  by  them  has  been  exceedingly  varied.  Of  the  associations 
in  Saxony,  not  a  single  member  his  served  as  a  diakon.  It  should, 
however,  be  said  that  no  associations  have  sent  more,  and  few  as 
many  members  to  the  field  at  tuMiers. 

In  the  provinces  of  Westphalia  and  Rhineland,  on  the  other 
hand,  where  tho  associations  are  larger  and  much  more  active  and 
influential,  between  seventy  and  eighty  members  enlisted  in  this 
kind  of  missionary  work.  From  the  associations  in  the  northern 
and  southern  provinces  of  Germany,  also,  quite  a  large  number 
went  out  to  the  field  as  diakonen.  This  work,  indeed,  has  not 
been  confined  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  nor  has  it  been  under  their 
leadership.    It  has  simply  been  a  work  in  which  they  have  taken 


*  I  am  indebted  for  the  Information  contained  In  thin  letter  to  some 
articles  that  have  lately  appeared  in  the  GlauAerubo/t,  a  newspaper  edited  by 
Pastor  Rndolf  KOnlg.  or  Pesth,  Hungary ;  as  well  as  to  the  JQngtinqsbott, 
the  organ  of  the  "  Union"  formed  by  the  T.  M.  C.  A.s  in  Westphalia  and 
Bhlneland,  and  anally  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Ohr.  King,  the  secretary  of  this 
"  Union." 


an  active  and  useful  part.    To  obtain,  therefore,  a  satisfactory  idea 
of  it  and  of  their  share  in  it,  I  propose  to  consider  first  what  the 
diakonen  institute  is,  and  then  what  its  work  during  the  prase 
war  has  been. 

THE  DIAKONEN  INSTITUTES. 

On  the  field  of  the  terrible  battle  of  Solferino,  fought  on  the 
24th  of  June,  1859,  where  many  perished  from  the  fearful  tortures 
of  thirst,  and  many  through  carelessness  and  haste  were  buried 
alive,  while  the  number  of  those  that  died  in  consequence  of 
neglect  or  want  of  proper  treatment  was  reckoned  at  40,000 — on 
this  fearful  field  of  suffering  and  woe,  a  young  Switzerlander,  by 
the  name  of  Henri  Dunant,  might  have  been  seen  earnestly  and 
actively  engaged  in  relieving  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  that  lay  scattered  over  the  ground.  From  the  white 
clothes  that  he  wore,  he  was  called  by  the  soldiers  the  "  white 
gentleman,"  and  was  almost  regarded  by  many  of  them  as  an 
angel  who  had  been  sent  to  relieve  their  sufferings.  Having  se- 
cured the  aid  of  a  few  strangers,  he  succeeded  in  converting  a 
church  in  the  neighborhood  into  a  temporary  hospital,  where  500 
wounded  men  were  cared  for.  He  organized  a  company  of  ladies 
also  from  Castiglione,  who  cheerfully  undertook  the  work  of  nurs- 
ing the  patients  in  the  hospital.  He  then  visited  Brescia,  where 
he  prosecuted  on  a  still  larger  scale  the  same  kind  of  philanthropic 
work.  Three  years  later,  in  Geneva,  Dunant  printed  a  little  work 
entitled,  "A  Remembrance  of  Solferino,"  in  which  he  asks  the 
question, "  Is  it  not  possible  in  times  of  peace  to  establish  volun- 
tary aid  societies  whose  object  it  shall  be  to  provide  and  care  for 
the  wounded  in  times  of  war?"  This  work  awakened  public 
attention  ;  an  international  conference  was  held  at  Geneva  on  the 
26th  of  October,  1868,  in  which  there  appeared  delegates  from 
France,  England,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Russia,  Sweden,  Swit- 
zerland, Prussia,  Austria,  Bavaria,  Hanover,  Wiirtemberg,  Baden, 
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Saxony,  and  Hesse-Darmstadt,  as  well  as  from  tUe  Johannite 
orders.  A  plan  was  finally  proposed  by  this  conference  for 
appointing  in  every  country  a  commictco  for  the  sanitary  service 
in  the  army  in  times  of  war.  The  duty  of  this  committee  was  to 
consist  in  collecting  material  resources,  as  well  as  in  educating 
and  preparing  a  company  of  volunteer  nurses  for  the  service.  This 
proposal  was  accepted  by  quite  a  number  of  the  European  gov- 
ernments. In  the  Prussian-Danish  war  in  1864,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Dr.  Wichern,  the  proposal  was  carried  into  effect.  In  this 
war,  118  ladies  and  40  men  served  as  volunteer  nurses  on  the  field 
and  in  the  hospital. 

Meanwhile,  by  invitation  of  the  Swiss  Confederation,  an  inter- 
national congress,  consisting  of  representatives  from  13  Europaan 
governments,  had  assembled  at  Geneva.  Its  sessions  lasted  from 
the  8th  to  the  12th  of  August,  and  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  the  most  important  clauses  in  which  were,  "  That  all 
ambulances  and  military  hospitals  that  contained  sick  or  wounded 
persons  were  neutral ;  as  well  as  all  persons  in,  or  in  connection 
with  them,  or  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  the  wounded,  to- 
gether with  all  army  chaplains;  that  is  to  say,  that  neither 
party  should  dare  to  fire  upon  them.  Further,  that  sick  or 
wonndod  soldiers,  to  whichever  side  they  might  belong,  were  to 
be  received  and  cared  for ;  and  upon  their  restoration  to  health, 
in  case  they  should  be  incapable  of  doing  further  military  service, 
were  to  be  immediately  sent  to  their  homes,  and  in  other  cases 
to  be  released  on  parole.  Finally,  that  every  ambulance  and  hos- 
pital should  display  a  white  flag  with  a  red  cross  marked  on  the 
centre  of  it,  and  that  every  person  engaged  in  the  work  of  caring 
for  the  sick  and  wounded  should  wear  a  white  badge  on  their 
arm,  marked  in  a  similar  manner." 

Since  then,  these  resolutions  have  been  adopted  as  law  by  all 
nations,  and  were  carried  out  in  the  Bohemian  campaign  of 
1886. 

Such  in  brief,  then,  is  the  origin  and  history  of  the  diakonen 
institutes,  that  have  figured  so  prominently  during  the  late  seven 
months'  war.  And  now  a  few  words  in  answer  to  the  second 
inquiry,  concerning  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  work. 

Immediately  upon  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  the  order  of  the 
Joltannitee,  a  sort  of  diakonen  institute  of  long  standing,  com- 
posed of  persons  of  high  rank,  which  had  already  done  good 
service  in  the  Danish  and  Bohemian  campaigns,  offered  its  ser- 
vices to  the  government,  and  sent  out  517  persons  as  diakonen 
and  diakonissen  (deacons  and  deaconesses)  to  the  seat  of  war  or 
to  the  hospitals.  In  addition  to  these,  Dr.  Wichern  in  Berlin, 
Mr.  Engelbert  in  Duisburg,  near  the  Rhine,  the  Home  Missionary 
Society  of  Dresden  and  Leipzig,  and  other  associations  of  North 
and  South-Germany,  sent  out  companies  of  "field  diakonen." 
The  number  from  Berlin  was  about  250,  from  Duisburg  more  than 
200,  and  from  Dresden  and  Leipzig  upward  of  60.  Besides 
these  there  were  154  diakonissen,  and  450  "  Sisters  of  Mercy,"  to- 
gether with  army  chaplains  and  tract  distributers  from  various 
societies  engaged  in  the  work.  The  diakonen  were  composed 
partly  of  persons  experienced  in  the  art  of  nursing  the  sick  and 
wounded,  and  partly  of  young  people  in  various  conditions  of 
life— students,  teachers,  clerks/mechanics,  and  tradesmen. 

HONORABLE  PART  TAKEN  BY  THE  T.  M.  C.  A. 

Of  the  200  diakonen  sent  out  by  Director  Engelbert  from  Duis- 
burg, betioeen  titty  and  seventy,  as  already  mentioned,  were  mem- 
ben  of  the  emaciations  belonging  to  the  Wettphalian  and  Rkine- 
landish  Young  Men's  Union,  and  by  their  faithfulness  in  the  work 
won  for  themselves  a  good  report,  so  that  the  director,  in  applying 
for  more  diakonen,  wrote,  "  Send  me  young  men  from  the 
Christian  Associations,  for  I  know  that  I  can  use  them."  The 
committee  of  this  same  Young  Men's  Union  sent  out  also  an  evan- 
gelist, to  distribute  tracts  and  testaments,  and  to  converse  with 
the  soldiers  in  the  army  and  in  the  hospitals.  The  total  num- 
ber of  diakonon  who  belonged  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Germany 
may  be  estimated  to  have  been  between  150  and  200.  The 
principal  details  of  their  work  have  been  to  carry  the  wounded 
from  the  battle-field,  to  aid  the  surgeons  in  binding  their  wounds, 


to  write  letters  for  the  sick  to  their  friends  at  home,  to  read  to 
them,  to  comfort  them,  and  to  pray  with  them. 

Many  letters,  concerning  their  experience  as  diakonen,  have 
been  written  by  the  members  of  the  1.  M.  C.  A.  to  their  friends 
at  home,  which  have  been  printed  in  the  newspapers  published 
by  the  Young  Men's  "  Unions,"  and  which  may  serve  to  give  a 
further  insight  into  the  character  of  their  work. 

Their  first  duty,  as  is  illustrated  in  the  picture  printed  above, 
was  performed  on  the  battlefield  itself,  and  consisted  in  aiding  the 
physicians  In  binding  the  wounds  of  the  soldiers  and  in  transport- 
ing them  to  the  ambulances,  and  thence  to  the  hospitals.  With 
reference  to  this  kind  of  service,  a  field  diakon  writes  from  the 
battle-field  of  Gravelotte,  "At  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the 
fearful  battle  that  had  cost  thousands  of  human  lives  was  at  an 
end.  We  betook  ourselves  to  a  village  in  the  neighborhood,  aud 
sought  for  a  place  to  sleep.  It  was  a  fearful  night.  Complete- 
ly exhausted  with  tho  toil- we  had  undergone— having  during 
the  battle  been  employed  in  binding  wounds,  and  having  besides 
traveled  on  foot  six  hours  of  that  day,  and  thirteen  hours  of 
the  day  previous — we  laid  ourselves  down ;  but  found  we  were 
too  excited  to  sleep,  and  at  four  a.m.  went  again  to  the  battle- 
field. Alas !  what  a  sad  sight.  Fires  were  burning  in  every  di- 
rection, riderless  horses  were  galloping  about;  the  dead  and 
wounded  lay  crosswiso  one  upon  another,  French  and  Germans. 
But — what  was  most  distressing — each  wounded  person  wished  to 
be  attended  to  first.  The  Prussians  cried, '  Hilf  mir ! '  (help  me,) 
and  the  French  spoke  of  their  douleurs.  The  villages  were 
already  filled  with  the  wounded — private  dwellings,  store-houses, 
barns,  all  were  full.  The  want  of  provisions  was  also  great,  so 
that  often  the  wounded  would  complain  more  of  hunger  than  of 
pain.  On  the  battle-field  one  learns  to  appreciate  the  value  and 
costliness  of  peace."  After  the  wounded  have  been  transported  to 
the  hospitals,  the  new  duties  of  tending  to  all  their  wants,  both 
physical  and  spiritual,  devolve  upon  the  diakonen.  A  member  of 
one  of  the  associations  writes  from  Ems  that  he  had  under  his 
charge  sixteen  wounded  soldiers,  among  whom  were  several  offi- 
cers. With  regard  to  the  hospital  work,  a  chaplain  says,  "  I 
have  written  many  letters  for  those  who  were  too  weak  to  hold 
a  pen.  Most  of  these  were  to  parents.  But  there  were  others 
also  of  a  different  sort.  One  boy  wished  me  to  write  a  letter 
of  thanks  to  his  former  employer  for  sending  him  a  present  of 
five  thalers.  Again,  a  peasant  wished  me  to  write  to  his  wife  to 
tell  her  not  to  sell  the  pig  that  they  had  bought  before  he  went 
off  to  the  war.  He  also  wished  to  inquire  how  the  potatoes  and 
corn  were  prospering.  This  was  all,  of  course,  conscientiously  re- 
ported. With  regard  to  the  more  strictly  religious  work,"  the 
same  writer  says,  "I  have  been  rejoiced  to  see  that  the  New 
Testament  is  willingly  and  thankfully  received,  and  faithfully 
and  diligently  studied.  Often,  on  entering  a  hospital  ward,  I 
have  seen  seven  or  eight  of  its  inmates  employed  in  reading  it: 
Prayer-books  are  also  welcomed  by  them,  and  I  have  likewise 
distributed  many  tracts  among  them.  The  principal  work,  how- 
ever, has  consisted  in  conversing  with  individual  men  on  religious 
subjects.  These  conversations  were,  as  a  rule,  closed  with  prayer. 
The  soldiers  loved  this  latter  service  very  much,  and  often 
when  I  was  about  to  leave  them,  they  would,  before  I  made  the 
offer,  ask  me  to  pray  with  them." 

The  Christian  agent  or  commissioner  sent  out  by  one  of  the 
Young  Men's  Unions  writes  from  Mars-la-Tours,  "The  sick 
soldiers  receive  the  word  of  God  and  listen  to  the  prayers  that 
are  offered  with  tears.  Whoever  truly  preaches  Jesus  here  can 
easily  win  souls ;  but,  alas  t  there  are  some  whose  office  it  is  to 
feed  souls,  but  who  are  themselves  inwardly  opposed  to  the  word. 
This  is  greatly  to  be  deplored." 

The  same  commissioner  writes  in  another  letter  that  he  has 
also  been  working  in  Saarbrucken,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  being 
successful,  to  establish  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  "  Herberge  zur  Heimath," 
or  "  nome  for  Strangers,"  having  been  already  at  that  time 
successfully  started. 

The  same  kind  of  Christian  work  that  was  carried  on  among  the 
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sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitals  was  prosecuted  with  equal 
earnestness  among  the  soldiers  in  the  camp. 

The  influence  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  also  been  manifested  in 
those  of  their  members  that  went  to  the  war  as  soldiers  in  the 
ranks.  This  influence  is  particularly  noticeable  in  the  tone  of 
their  letters.  A  member  of  the  Beecker  Association  writes,  "  In 
the  last  Prussian  bivouac,  I  distributed  from  200  to  250  of  the 

printed  leaflets  that  have  been  sent  me One  sees  here 

that  the  heart,  unless  changed  by  God's  grace,  is  wicked.  I 
have  heard  and  seen  some  as  they  passed  into  eternity  with 
oaths  on  their  lips.    Oh !  it  is  saddening  to  behold  the  depravity 

that  exists  here We  are  still  lying  before  Metz.    The 

Lord  alone  knows  what  will  be  the  result ;  but  we,  who  have  been 
redeemed  by  him,  are  under  his  orders,  and  he  leads  us  even  in 
war." 

Another,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Thionville,  writes,  "  When  I 
think  of  home  in  the  still  night-time,  my  patience  is  sorely  tried. 
But,  then,  it  is  certain  that  to  them  that  love  God  all  things  work 
together  for  good !  And  it  must  also  be  said,  that  war  itself  is  a 
school  in  which  we  learn  that  our  home  is  not  here  below,  but 
above  with  the  Lord." 

From  such  quotations  as  the  above,  which  might  be  multiplied 
indefinitely,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  the  diakonen  insti- 
tutes or  societies  resemble  in  great  measure  the  Christian  and 
Sanitary  Commissions  that  were  active  in  our  own  civil  war,  differ- 
ing from  them,  however,  in  having  a  more  fixed  and  permanent 
organization. 

The  manifold  results  of  their  labors  during  the  late  war,  in 
camp  and  field  and  hospital,  can  not,  of  course,  be  computed  by 
figures  ;  but  consist  in  those  innumerable  blessings  to  body  and 
soul  that  are  the  fruit  of  self-denying,  philanthropic  Christian 
love. 


THE    DECLINE    IN    BIBLICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

BT  PROFESSOR  W.    H.   THOMSON,    M.D.,   MSW-YORK. 

No.  I. 
"  God  hath  set  some  in  the  church — first,  apostles ;  secondarily, 
prophets ;  thirdly,  teachers,"  says  the  apostle  Paul,  besides  other 
officers  whom  he  enumerated  as  examples  of  the  manifold  gifts 
bestowed  on  the  church  in  its  members,  to  be  used  for  its  growth 
in  the  world.  We  fear,  however,  that  were  Paul  to  visit  Ameri- 
can churches  now,  he  would  find  his  class  of  teachers  almost  as 
wholly  extinct  as  the  workers  of  miracles,  whom  he  ranks  as  their 
inferiors  in  importance.  For  w»  think  that,  without  disparagement 
to  a  different  and  well-deserving  class  of  modern  laborers,  it  easily 
can  be  shown  that  what  Paul  meant  by  a  church-teacher  was 
one  specially  qualified  by  the  Head  of  the  church  to  help  and 
educate  grown  Christians  rather  than  their  children.  The  chil- 
dren of  the  church  are  by  no  means  forgotten  either  by  Paul  or 
by  the  other  apostolical  writers ;  though  it  would  be  well,  we 
have  often  felt,  if  the  fact  were  more  remembered,  that  they  are 
never  spoken  of  except  in  connection  with  their  parents.  The 
Scriptures,  indeed,  throughout,  speak  plainly  about  who  are  to 
train  the  children  up  in  the  knowledge  and  in  the  ways  of  the 
Lord ;  and  those  to  whom  this  great  duty  and  privilege  are  com- 
mitted by  God  can  never  transfer  it  even  to  the  Sunday-school 
teacher  without  much  injury,  not  alone  to  their  children,  but  to 
themselves  also.  Much  could  be  said,  therefore,  on  the  present 
deficiencies  of  scriptural  teaching  to  the  young  from  the  too  pre- 
valent habit  among  Christian  parents  of  leaving  the  instruction 
of  their  children  in  the  Bible  to  the  necessarily  imperfect  tuition 
of  the  Sabbath-school.  But  our  aim  is  more  to  awaken  conside- 
ration to  the  low  standard  of  religious  education  from  the  general 
neglect  of  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  by  those  who  only  can 
study,  namely,  not  the  children,  but  the  men  and  women  of  the 
church,  and  to  suggest  some  means  for  contending  with  this  seri- 
ous evil. 


1.  To  illustrate  the  imperfection  of  religious  education,  we 
would  instance  the  difficulty  which  most  persons  find  in  talking 
about  any  thing  connected  with  sacred  subjects  in  the  usual 
intercourse  of  modern  society.  This  is  by  no  means  because 
religion  per  se,  much  less  the  Bible,  fails  to  afford  abundant 
topics  to  interest  the  minds  of  all  persons,  converted  or 
unconverted;  for  there  is  nothing — not  even  politics — about 
which  so  much  is  said  on  paper.  The  real  difficulty  may  be  felt 
by  putting  the  question  to  the  personal  experience  of  each  one 
who  has  tried  to  introduce  the  subject  of  religion  in  the  conver- 
sation of  daily  life,  How  many  Christians  do  you  find  who  can 
say  any  thing  for  their  religion  except  in  the  one  way  of  exhorta- 
tion ?  In  fact,  apart  from  the  private  experience  of  each  indivi- 
dual Christian,  religion,  in  all  its  outward  aspects,  has  come  to  be 
in  our  country  almost  exclusively  hortatory ;  and  exhortation 
well-nigh  always  puts  a  stop  to  conversation.  Why  this  unfor- 
tunate turn  has  been  given  to  religion  so  generally  in  modern 
life  is  too  wide  a  question  to  discuss  here ;  but  one  reason  for  it 
we  conceive  to  be  the  disappearance  of  both  teacher  and  student 
of  the  Scriptures  from  the  church  itself,  and  their  seclusion  in  the 
theological  seminary. 

There  is  nothing  so  awkward  as  trying  to  talk  about  what 
we  know  little  of;  and  how  many  are  there  to  be  found  in 
ordinary  church  circles  who  are  qualified  to  inform  others  how 
the  Bible  may  be  read?  or  to  talk  with  them  about  its  his- 
torical, its  philological,  its  ethnological,  its  dramatic,  its  poetic, 
in  short,  Its  marvelously  varied  features  of  interest  to  every 
lover  of  knowledge  ?  Germany,  for  example,  is  surely  not 
the  religious  or  the  Christian  country  that  America  is ;  and  yet, 
in  that  land  of  many  books,  the  publications  on  theological  sub- 
jects last  year  outnumbered  those  on  science,  history,  poetry,  and 
fiction  together.  The  most  irreligious  men  and  writers  like  the 
"  heathen  Goethe,"  yet  advise  the  reading  of  the  Bible  as  a  mental 
discipline  of  the  highest  order.  It  is,  therefore,  not  at  all  because 
the  Bible  can  not  be  talked  about  to  every  one  and  everywhere 
that  in  American  Christian  society  it  is  not  talked  about,  but  be- 
cause the  church  is  not  as  well  officered  and  its  members  prepar- 
ed for  their  duties  as  St  Paul  says  they  should  be 

The  place  for  the  preacher  or  exhorter  remains,  and  on  the  whole 
is  as  well  filled  as  when  A  polios  lived.  But  the  question  of  our  day 
is,  Ought  we  to  leave  the  preacher  alone  ?  Is  the  church  militant 
to  be  directed  by  one  only  out  of  its  proper  complement  of 
staff?  for  it  must  be  urged  here  that  little  else  should  be  ex- 
pected from  the  pulpit  than  exhortation,  and  that,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  it  is  difficult,  indeed,  to  turn  a  sermon  into  a 
lesson  without  making  it  an  indifferent  specimen  of  both.  A  ser- 
mon illustrates  and  enforces  Scripture,  but  does  not  teach  it ;  and 
so  far  may  this  specialty  of  the  pulpit  be  carried  that  its  abuse  is 
found  in  the  common  expression  that  those  preachers  are  the  most 
popular  who  dwell  on  doctrine  or  teaching  the  least 

Leaving,  then,  the  Sabbath  services  of  our  modern  church,  take 
the  next  so-called  "  stated  "  means  of  grace — the  prayer-meeting. 
It  is  a  blessed  exercise,  because  it  strengthens  the  spirit  and  warms 
the  heart;  but  it  does  not  specially  teach  Scripture;  and  the 
most  useful  Christian  in  the  prayer-meeting  is  usually  one  with 
a  personal  gift  of  prayer,  or  else  of  exhortation.  But  we  need 
now  men,  and  wpmen  too,  who  can  testify  to  the  truth  not  alone 
on  Sundays  in  the  church,  or  where  two  or  three  disciples  are 
gathered  together,  but  who  can  be  ready  with  the  wisdom  of  the 
word  of  God  out  in  the  world.  For  how  are  we  to  deal  with  the 
world  ?  I)o  we  often  find  it  ready  for  exhortation  or  for  pxhor- 
ters?  In  truth,  very  rarely.  If  modern  Christians,  whether 
as  men  of  business  or  when  thrown  with  all  men  in  the  ways  of 
this  life,  with  its  infinite  opportunities — if  they  have  come  to  this 
that  they  have  learned  only  one  language  to  speak,  and  can  pitch 
the  voice  only  to  the  one  key  of  exhortation  to  repentance,  or. 
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if  I  hey  can  only,  to  use  a  technical  phrase,  talk  to  their  fellow- 
men  about  their  souls,  then  we  need  not  wonder  why  religion  is 
rarely  mentioned  in  a  Christian  land  except  by  appointment 
within  certain  religious  inclosures  or  on  specially  religious  days. 
The  want  of  the  teacher  is  also  seriously  felt  in  the  church  it- 
self; for  we  would  again  appeal  to  personal  experience  whether 
one  of  the  first  needs  felt  by  young  Christians  is  not  for  some 
adviser  as  to  how  they  should  read  the  Bible.  They  try  to 
make  its  stated  perusal  a  daily  duty,  but  soon  find  that  some- 
how such  a  uniform  exercise  docs  not  furnish  them  with  the  par- 
ticular kind  of  edification  which  they  have  expected.  They 
know  also  that  the  fault  is  in  them  and  not  in  the  Bible ;  but  if 
they  ask  of  older  Christians,  they  gain  little  assistance,  because 
of  the  very  partial  conceptions  which  are  prevalent  as  to  the 
scope  of  its  teachings.  Nearly  always  the  feeling  is  expressed 
or  implied  that  the  reading  of  the  Bible  will  awaken  the  con- 
science, or  convict  of  sin,  wherever  or  however  it  be  read.  This 
is  about  as  correct  as  telling  a  pupil  that  the  object  of  geography 
is  to  teach  him  how  the  world  abounds  in  arable  land.  He 
finds  instead  that  the  globe  is  mostly  taken  up  with  seas  and 
deserts,  and  mountain  ranges,  the  greater  extent  of  which  over 
the  small  spaces  that  are  fit  for  the  habitation  of  men  has  often 
been  a  puzzle  to  the  wisest ;  but  as  he  learns  more  and  more,  he 
is  brought  to  recognize  more  clearly  than  he  possibly  could. have 
done  without  such  preliminary  study,  the  great  fact  that  but  for 
those  seas,  and  deserts  even,  the  habitable  portions  would  not 
have  been  nearly  the  excellent  abodes  for  what  our  race  actually 
is,  that  a  scientific  geographer  can  prove  them  to  be.  And  just  so 
is  it  with  the  word  of  God.  The  Bible  is  written  no  more  as  we 
would  have  written  it,  than  thfe  earth  with  most  of  its  land  on 
the  snowy  north,  is  fashioned  as  we  would  have  fashioned  it. 
The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  does  not  take  up  half  the  space  which 
is  given  to  the  upholstery  of  the  tabernacle,  or  to  the  curious 
measurements  in  Ezekiel's  temple.  That  the  Bible  could  contain 
a  book  where  God  is  not  once  mentioned,  or  that  whole  chapters 
should  be  given  up  to  the  genealogies  of  tribes  lost  seven  centuries 
before  Christ  was  born,  are  facts  which  no  more  fit  into  our 
thoughts  or  ways  than  does  the  proportion  between  Siberia  and 
Greece  fit  into  a  scheme  of  earthly  economy.  But  as  the  study 
of  this  world  is  continually  imparting  a  higher  and  a  higher  wis- 
dom to  the  students  of  nature,  so  we  need  teachers  and  students 
of  the  Bible  to  unfold  what  is  in  it,  not  for  one  need  only,  how- 
ever great,  of  the  soul,  but  for  developing  all  those  powers  which 
make  the  perfect  man  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  render  one  apt  to 
teach  as  well  as  to  exhort. 


TO  BE  CONTINUED. 


THE  ONE  THING  NEEDFUL  IN  CHRISTIAN  WORK. 

A  very  interesting  series  of  meetings  was  held,  during  the  fall 
and  winter,  in  Washington,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Brooklyn, 
and  Boston.  In  the  three  first-named  places,  they  were  held  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  The  object 
was  to  awaken  in  Christians  a  more  earnest  desire  to  seek  the 
higher  privileges  and  opportunities  granted  to  God's  people, 
when  they  give  themselves  to  learn  with  a  more  unreserved  con- 
secration of  heart.  It  was  felt  that  many,  even  of  the  active 
men  in  the  church,  are  not  where,  in  their  experience,  they  rea- 
lize that  the  yoke  of  Christ  is  easy.  They  feel  a  bondage  in 
their  life  and  work,  from  which  they  would  gladly  be  free.  Of 
the  meetings  in  Washington,  held  several  months  ago,  a  corre- 
spondent writes : 

"  Tiie  sessions  were  very  largely  attended,  and  were  wonderful 
in  their  results.  The  Holy  Spirit  in  an  unusual  degree  rested 
upon  the  effort  Our  rooms  were  overflowing,  and  at  times  it 
seemed  as  if  heaven  came  down  to  meet  us. 


"  The  teaching  of  the  occasion  was  simply  that  believers  must 
learn  by  childlike  trust  in  the  Saviour  to  be  saved  every  moment 
from  sinning.  Not  that  any  one  can  keep  himself;  but  that  He, 
Christ,  'is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,'  and  that  wc  in  Him 
might  be  complete.  As  the  brethren,  representing  five  different 
denominations,  thus  illustrated  the  scripture  doctrine  of  the 
power  there  is  in  Christ  to  save,  and  then  gave  their  own  expe- 
rience upon  the  subject,  the  great  Teacher  spoke  to  many  hearts 
of  the  blessed  truths  thus  revealed  to  them. 

"  Our  meetings  have  felt  the  impulse  thus  given,  and  we  have 
received  good,  for  which  we  bring  an  offering  of  thanksgiving. 
In  this  experience  of  entire  consecration  and  victory  over  our- 
selves, by  faith  in  Jesus,  very  many  have  learned  the  secret  of 
power  to  be  continually  laboring  for  others.  Oh !  that  as  Chris- 
tian young  men  in  our  land  wo  might  thus  fully  realize  Christ ! 
How  much  more  we  might  then  do  for  precious  souls  about  us! 


OUR    FIELD    IN    COLLEGES    AND    SCHOOLS. 

In  Michigan,  our  associations  are  specially  and  commendably 
active  in  organizing  in  colleges  and  schools.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Farmer  in  another  column  will  be  read  with  deep  interest  After 
stating  the  cheering  facts  in  Michigan,  he  adds, 

"  Surely  no  department  of  our  work  is  more  important  than 
this ;  for  here  we  touch  the  intellectual  heart  of  the  nation ;  and  to 
bring  the  hallowing  and  fraternal  influences  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
to  bear  upon  all  the  five  hundred  universities,  colleges,  and  semi- 
naries in  the  United  States,  and  make  their  good  influences  felt 
in  some  degree  by  the  more  than  fifty  thousand  young  men  at- 
tending these  institutions,  is  a  work  worthy  of  our  best  endea- 
vors. Let  the  intellectual  powers  now  being  trained  in  these 
schools  of  learning  be  infused  with  the  spirit  that  pervades  our 
organizations,  and  the  good  effected  will  be  incalculable." 


'GOD  LOVES  TO  BE  LONGED  FOR,  HE  LOVES  TO  BE 
SOUGHT." 

Lord,  is  this  true?    And  canst  thou  really  love 
Those  longings  in  the  soul,  that  only  tell 

Of  emptiness,  of  depths  unsatisfied, 
Of  waves  that  on  a  boundless  ocean  swell  1 

And  dost  thou  love  me  when  I  only  seek, 
Yet  do  not  find  thee  ?    When  I  go  astray, 

And  stumble  blindly  onward  in  the  dark, 
And  can  not  see,  but  only  feel  my  way  ? 

Ah !  I  am  truly  longing.  Both  my  arms 
Are  stretched,  with  speechless  yearnings,  after  thee ; 

Naught  else  have  I  to  give  thee,  dearest  Lord, 
No  grace,  no  beauty,  canst  thou  see  in  me. 

And  I  am  truly  seeking  I  All  day  long, 
In  silent  thought  and  prayer,  to  thee  I  turn  ; 

At  home,  abroad,  alone,  or  in  the  crowd, 
I  strive  to  find  thee,  strive  thy  paths  to  learn. 

Longing  and  seeking  I  These  two  words  declare 
All  that  I  am  and  hope  for ;  great  the  thought 

That  thou  canst  love  this  longing,  love  the  heart 
That,  while  it  seeks  thee,  in  itself  is  naught. 

Jesus,  dear  Master,  give  to  me  the  power 
Thy  name  to  love,  to  honor  and  adore  ; 

I  long  for  thee !  I  seek  thee  I    Let  me  long, 
And  let  me  seek  thee  more,  and  more,  and  more  t 
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The  Convention  at  Indianapolis  passed  the  following 
resolution :  "Resetted,  That,  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these 
association?,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  increase  the  ci  rctila t  ion  of  the  Association  Monthly 
by  adding  to  its  list  of  subscribers ;  and  that  they  should  not  be 
content  until  it  embraces  a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the 
entire  membership." 

A  PREMIUM  FOB  EVERY  SUBSCRIBER. 
To  any  new  or  old  subscriber  who  sends  us  $1.50  we  will  send 
the  Association  Monthly  for  one  year,  and  also  a  copy — post- 
age prepaid— of  the  New-York  Observer  Year  Book  and  Al- 
manac for  1871.  By  a  special  arrangement  we  are  able  to  fur- 
nish to  our  subscribers  this  valuable  work,  at  half  price.  It  is  an 
almost  indispensable  coinpend  of  religious  and  secular  information. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY  BINDER. 
We  call  the  attention  of  our  subscribers,  and  specially  those  in 
charge  of  reading-rooms,  to  this  admirable  patent  self-binder,  with 
full  cloth  sides  and  neat  gilt  side-stamp,  manufactured  expressly 
for  the  Association  Monthly  by  Messrs.  Koch  &  Sons.  It  will 
be  furnished,  postage  prepaid,  to  any  person  on  receipt  of  $1. 
Address  R.  C.  Morse,  Association  Building,  cor.  4th  Ave.  and  23d 
Street,  New-York.  

The  delay  in  the  issue  or  this  paper,  as  we  anticipated  and 
announced  last  month,  has  been  occasioned  by  our  waiting  for 
the  latest  reports  of  the  association  work  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Accounts  have  come  from  many  of  our  corresponding 
members,  and  we  call  special  attention  to  them  as  reported  in 
our  columns  of  news. 

The  June  number  of  the  monthly  will  contain  an  extended 
report  of  the  Washington  Convention.    The  insertion  of  this  will 


occasion  a  delay  of  a  few  days  in  the  issue  of  our  paper  next 
month. 

Mr.  Herman  N.  Jackson,  well  known  in  many  of  our  asso- 
ciations as  an  active  and  faithful  agent  of  our  paper,  is  spend- 
ing this  month  in  Pennsylvania,  canvassing  for  subscribers.  We 
ask  for  him  the  cordial  support  of  all  our  members,  and  their 
cooperation  in  extending  the  circulation  of  the  Association 
Monthly. 


PROGRESS  IN  BUILDING  AND  BUILDING 
FUNDS. 

Sir  Association*  in  Nova  Scotia  have  decided  to  build,  and  are 
raising  funds.     In  Halifax,  $4000  have  been  already  raised. 

At  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  £1000,  or  $5000,  has 
been  raised,  a  lot  purchased,  and  arrangements  for  building  are 
in  progress. 

At  Montreal,  over  $30,000  have  been  subscribed,  the  lot  has 
been  secured,  and  ground  will  soon  be  broken  for  the  building. 

At  Toronto,  the  building  fund  has  reached  $15,000. 

New  Association  Buildings  have  lately  been  occupied  in  Be- 
verly, N.  J.,  (cost,  $3800  ;)  in  Springdale,  O.,  (cost,  $2000 ;)  and 
Cleveland,  O.,  (cost,  $25,000  ;)  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  (cost,  $24,000 ;) 
Aurora,  111.,  (cost,  $6000.)  Adding  these  to  the  list  of  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
buildings  on  this  continent  we  have  the  following : 

Plate.  Valuf. 

Philadelphia,  Pa $75.03" 

Kockport,  Mass s,M9 

San  Francisco,  Cal 12.VKO 

Shoreham,  Vt S.U00 

Turtle  Creek,  Pa i.-'WO 

Springdale,  O *,0fti 

Chicago 800.001 

Washington,  D.  C 200.000 


Place. 


Value. 

Aurora,  111 $8,000 

Bethlehem,  Pa 25,000 

Beverly,  N.J 8,800 

Cleveland.  0 25,000 

Incliauapolis.Ind 24,000 

Newton,  N.  Y 5,000 

N.  Y.Clty 600,000 

N.  T.  City  (German) 20,000 

Omaha,  Neb 6,000  | 

Building  Funds.  In  the  accumulation  of  building  funds,  much 
progress  has  lately  been  made.  In  Baltimore,  $90,000  out  ol 
the  $200,000  needed  have  been  subscribed.  In  Detroit,  Mich., 
$10,000  ;  in  Toledo,  0.,  $10,000 ;  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  $10,000 ;  in 
Warren,  0.,  $5000 ;  in  Salem,  0.,  $5000  have  been  subscribed. 
In  Avium,  If.  Y.,  a  fund  has  been  started  with  the  proceeds  of 
the  lecture  course  of  the  year.  In  Newark,  N.  J.,  a  lot  admira- 
bly located  has  just  been  purchased.  The  table  of  building 
funds  stands  thus  : 


Place.  Fund. 

BaltlmorB.Md $90,000 

Boston.Mass, 85,000 

Charlottetown,  P.  B.  1 5,000 

Cincinnati.  0 10,000 

Detroit,  Mich 10,000 

Halifiw,N.8 4,000 

Manchester,  N.  H 600 

Minneapolis.  Minn 600 


Plaee.  Fund. 

Montreal,  Canada $30,000 

New-London,  Ct two 

Poughkeepsle,  N.  Y 5.W0 

Salem,  O 6,000 

Toledo,  0 10.<*> 

Toronto,  Ont .     15,000 

Warren,  0 5,000 

Weaterly,E.1 500 


WELCOMED  BY  THE  MINISTERS  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  very  admirable  circular  issued  by  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements in  Washington,  with  customary  hospitality,  offers 
provision  "for  all  delegates  at  the  residences  of  our  citizens." 
This  invitation  was  very  cordially  and  happily  indorsed  by  the 
ministers  of  the  various  churches  in  the  city,  who,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty -five,  lately  met  the  officers  of  the  Washington  As- 
sociation at  a  breakfast,  given  for  the  purpose,  in  the  National 
Hotel.  Here  resolutions  were  adopted  warmly  commending  the 
thousand  delegates  expected  to  the  hospitality  of  the  Christian 
citizens  of  Washington.  This  earnest  of  a  pleasant  welcome 
gives  a  fresh  guarantee  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  many  hopeful  an- 
ticipations of  the  approaching  convention. 

For  the  convenience  of  those  accompanying  delegates,  as  well 
as  for  the  accommodation  of  all  such  delegates  as  may  prefer  to 
go  to  a  hotel,  the  committee  have  secured  from  Willabb's  Ho- 
tel, the  Ebbitt  House,  an  J  the  National  Hotel  the  offer  of  en- 
tertainment at  the  reduced  rate  of  two  dollars  a  day  for  each 
person. 
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Ground  Broken  for  another  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Bcildinq.  The 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  North-Shore,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  founded 
July  15th,  1867,  with  about  20  members,  secured  an  act  of 
incorporation  the  following  September,  and,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee,  began  thus  early  "  the  anxious  struggle 
for  the  possession  of  a  permanent  dwelling-place,  which  only  now 
affords  fair  hopes  of  ultimate  accomplishment"  Weekly  prayer- 
meetings  and  Sunday  open-air  services  have  been  maintained 
with  fidelity  and  encouraging  results.  Excellent  courses  of  lec- 
tures have  been  given.  There  are  now  320  names  on  the  roll  of 
the  association.  Of  the  182  associate  members,  66  are  ladies, 
who  from  the  beginning  have  been  admitted  to  the  society.  The 
number  of  active  members  is  92.  The  expenses  of  the  first  year 
were  $935  ;  of  the  second,  $683  ;  and  of  the  third,  $1051. 

During  the  first  two  years,  $6500  was  subscribed  to  a  Build- 
ing Fund,  the  money  being  promised  on  condition  that  $15,000 
was  raised.  But  the  raising  of  this  sum  proved  impracticable, 
and  last  summer  a  cash  subscription  was  started.  On  this  new 
list  the  trustees  have  over  $5000.  An  eligible  site  has  been 
purchased  near  West  New-Brighton  Landing,  and  on  the  20th 
of  March,  ground  was  broken  for  the  erection  of  a  building. 


INTERNATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  COURTESY. 

It  is  an  honor  to  our  associations  in  Europe,  and  on  this  con- 
tinent, that  they  are  bearing  such  strong  testimony  to  the  real 
union  in  Christ  of  all  in  every  land  who  are  his  true  disciples. 
So  far  as  this  sentiment  is  impressed  on  the  popular  mind,  and 
becomes  a  part  of  the  public  opinion  of  Christendom,  we  may  ex- 
pect to  see  nations  treating  one  another  with  Christian  courtesy, 
and  appealing  to  peaceful  arbitration  rather  than  to  the  sword. 

We  called  attention  last  month  to  the  brotherly  correspondence 
carried  on  in  the  heat  of  the  late  German-French  war,  between 
the  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  France  and  Germany.  The 
Christian  young  men  of  those  belligerent  nations  were  able  to 
make  each  other  hear,  amid  and  above  the  din  of  war,  their  loud 
and  united  call  for  peace. 

Oar  associations  on  this  continent  have  for  years,  in  their  in- 
ternational conventions,  enjoyed  and  improved  better  opportuni- 
ties for  giving  expression  to  that  cordial  Christian  sentiment 
which  should  unite  citizens  of  different  nations.  Last  year,  in 
the  election  of  a  President,  the  votes  of  the  delegates  were  unani- 
mous in  the  choice  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 
Referring  to  this  event,  the  corresponding  member  for  Nova 
Scotia,  of  our  General  Executive  Committee,  writes, 

"It  will  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  reproduce  in  your 
columns  the  following  extract,  from  the  printed  report  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  of  the  maritime  provinces,  held  at  Char- 
lottetown,  in  September,  1870  : 

"'Besolved,  That  in  the  elevation  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean  to  the 
honorable  position  of  President  of  the  Convention  lately  held  at 
Indianapolis,  we  recognize  a  proof  beyond  question  that  '  the 
tie  which  binds'  us  to  our  brethren  across  the  border  is  the  best 
of  all  bonds,  the  bond  of  Christian  love.' 
.  "  Let  me  add,  also,  a  paragraph  from  the  seventeenth  annual 
report  of  the  Halifax  (N.  S.)  Association : 

"  '  Your  committee  desire  to  recognize,  as  an  international  cour- 
tesy, the  honor  done  our  Dominion,  province,  and  association,  in 
the  election  of  our  late  worthy  president,  John  S.  Maclean,  to  the 
office  of  president  of  that  convention.' " 

We  rejoice  in  the  late  harmonious  deliberations  of  the  Joint 
High  Commission  in  Washington.  They  mark  an  era  in  the 
growth  of  international  courtesy  and  good  will.  But  underlying 
such  deliberations,  as  the  soil  out  of  which  they  grow  and  upon 
which  they  must  feed,  is  a  cordial  Christian  sentiment  per- 
vading public  opinion  in  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States. 


In  promoting  this  feeling,  our  associations  have  been  influen- 
tial, as  the  above  quoted  resolutions  abut  dantly  testify.  But  we 
look  for  a  yet  stronger  influence  for  good  in  this  direction  from 
the  approaching  convention  at  Washington.  Meeting  in  the 
national  capital  so  soon  after  the  session  of  the  Joint  Commis- 
sion, called  to  order  by  Mr.  Maclean,  who  will  in  his  turn  wel- 
come to  the  chair  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  numbering 
among  its  members  a  large  and  influential  delegation  from 
Canada,  this  international  gathering  of  Christian  young  men  will 
more  than  ever  before  foster  and  strengthen  the  Christian  sympa- 
thies that  unite,  every  year  more  closely,  the  disciples  of  Christ 
in  these  two  kindred  nations. 


ENFORCING  THE  LAW. 
The  Temperance  Work  in  Pittsbukg. 
The  Christian  young  men  of  Pittsburg  have  set  a  good  ex- 
ample to  their  fellow-citizens  everywhere.  They  have  shown  a 
watchful  zeal  for  the  proper  observance  of  the  law  that  is  worthy 
of  the  highest  praise,  and  should  be  recorded  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  all  who  are  emulous  of  good  citizenship.  We  noticed 
last  month  the  success  that  had  attended  the  efforts  made  by 
some  of  our  members  in  Scranlon  to  suppress  the  illegal  or  un- 
licensed liquor  traffic  of  that  city.  We  rejoice  to  notice  the  ac- 
complishment of  a  similar  work  in  Pittsburg  with  even  better 
success. 

With  a  population  of  250,000,  Allegheny  County,  which  con- 
tains the  cities  of  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny,  has  1250  licensed 
taverns,  and  about  800  unlicensed  grog-shops.  The  number  of 
these  illegal  shops  has  been  growing  each  year,  creating  a  vast 
increase  in  drunkenness,  poverty,  and  crime.  The  press,  the 
pulpit,  and  the  public  have  seen  and  deplored  the  evil,  but  no- 
thing was  done  to  arrest  it,  till  the  Temperance  Committee  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  called  a  meeting  of  citizens  to  take  action  on  the 
subject  This  meeting  organized  for  the  suppression  of  the  evil. 
Three  able  and  leading  lawyers  were  secured,  money  was  raised, 
public  meetings  were  held,  and  the  movement  was  conducted 
under  a  committee  of  prominent  citizens.  But  before  the  ma 
chinery  was  in  working  order,  a  list  of  150  applicants  for  license 
came  up  for  a  hearing  before  the  board  granting  licenses.  The 
law,  however,  is  strict  in  its  provisions,  and  gave  a  delay  of  ten 
days  before  the  licenses  could  be  granted.  The  time  was  well 
spent  by  the  committee,  and1  about  half  the  list  of  applicants 
were  refused  license.  In  the  mean  time,  some  500  more  had  ap- 
plied. The  law  again  gave  the  much-needed  delay,  and  every- 
day was  spent  in  making  searches,  getting  up  protests,  and  find- 
ing witnesses.  The  result  was  seen  on  the  1st  of  May, 
which  was  a  grand  holiday  with  both  Germans  and  Irish.  The 
former  celebrated  the  peace  in  Europe,  and  the  latter  received 
O'Donovan  Rossa ;  yet  800  saloons  were  closed,  their  license 
having  expired.  Many  will  never  reopen.  Some  of  the  worst 
dens  in  the  city  have  been  thus  broken  up,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
many  more  in  the  county  will  be  shut  up.  The  work  has  not  been 
achieved  through  the  sympathy  of  the  authorities,  for  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  movement  they  were  unanimously  opposed  to  it, 
but  by  invoking  and  enforcing  the  law.  This  is  practical  and 
practicable  work,  and  we  hope  by  next  year  to  lop  off  three  fourths 
of  the  number  of  these  vile  dens,  or  so-called  taverns,  leaving 
only  those  houses  that  really  accommodate  the  traveling  public. 

The  leading  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Pittsburg  took  ac- 
tive and  honorable  part  in  this  good  work ;  but  the  attitude  of 
the  Association,  as  such,  toward  it  was  defined  as  follows  at  the 
last  monthly  meeting,  by  the  President,  Mr.  H.  K.  Porter : 

"Our  Temperance  Committee,  after  consulting  with  some 
friends  of  the  Association  and  of  the  cause,  called  a  meeting  of 
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a  regular  organization,  employed  counsel,  and  are  now  carrying 
on  the  work.  Several  whose  names  have  been  prominent  in 
these  proceedings  we  are  glad  to  number  among  our  members. 
But  not  one  dollar  of  the  Association's  money  has  been  used  for 
this  purpose.  Nor  has  the  matter  ever  come  before  our  Board 
of  Directors  for  action  in  any  shape.  We  gladly  assert  our  en- 
tire sympathy  with  the  movement,  but  disclaim  responsibility 
for  its  conduct  We  recognize  the  important  position  filled  by 
the  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  feel  that  these  three  gentle- 
men, more  than  any  others  in  the  whole  county,  hold  in  their 
hands  the  weal  or  woe  of  the  community.  In  every  endeavor 
they  make  to  promote  its  welfare,  they  should  have  the  ex- 
pressed sympathy  of  this  entire  community." 

Christian  young  men,  too,  should  have  the  sympathy  of  all 
good  citizens  everywhere  in  their  efforts  to  exercise  that  vigi- 
lance which  is  the  price  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties.  They 
are  helping  to  take  away  the  reproach  of  sluggish  indifference  to 
their  political  duties,  which  is  deservedly  cast  upon  American  citi- 
zens in  all  our  States.  But  let  us  not  be  content  with  offering 
them  sympathy.  We  can  pay  a  higher  tribute  by  looking  about 
us  and  seeing  how  we  may  show  similar  vigilance  in  the  dis- 
charge of  our  obligations  as  Christian  citizens  of  the  republic. 


WASHINGTON. 


One  word  before  the  meeting!  The  purpose  of  our  gather- 
ing, the  purpose  of  the  associations,  and  their  present  needs,  can 
not  be  too  carefully  considered  by  the  delegates.  The  business 
to  be  transacted,  the  mode  by  which  it  is  approached,  the  style 
and  tone  of  discussion,  and  its  final  disposition,  will  each  in  its 
measure  seriously  affect  the  cause  we  love.  A  deeply  religious 
spirit  and  a  genuine,  lasting  enthusiasm  should  pervade  all  our 
meetings,  from  the  early  morning  gathering  for  prayer  to  the 
closing  song  and  benediction  in  the  vast  evening  assembly. 
But  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  convention  is  also  for  a 
discussion  of  the  interests  of  a  band  of  associations  scattered  over 
the  entire  continent,  and  for  the  settlement  of  a  definite  policy 
for  a  long  time  to  come. 

How  is  the  vast  body  of  unreached  young  men  in  the  land 
to  be  brought  within  sound  of  the  Gospel  ?  This  is  a  vital  and 
much  meditated  question.  The  associations  venture  one  solu- 
tion. Crowds  will  visit  Washington  to  learn  what  the  societies 
are,  how  their  work  is  done,  and  what  tangible  results  in  this 
particular  they  can  report.  Other  crowds  will  watch  from  afar. 
The  remarkably  liberal  transportation  arrangements  made  by  the 
Washington  Committee  tempt  many  from  their  homes ;  some 
State  Committees  are  striving  to  secure  delegations  from  places 
where  they  have  sought  to  form  associations.  The  number  of 
corresponding  members  will  doubtless  exceed  that  of  the  regular 
delegates.     All  will  ask,  "  What  answer  ?" 

Let  us  admit  unpleasant  facts,  while  recounting  our  suc- 
cesses. Some  associations  have  disbanded  since  the  year  began ; 
many  are  lukewarm.  Why  ?  It  is  not  mainly  because  of  lack 
of  religious  zeal  or  love  for  young  men  on  the  part  of  the  mem- 
bers. It  is  rather  because  they  do  not  understand  how  to  do 
the  work  they  have  undertaken,  how  to  overcome  the  difficulties 
which  surround  it,  how  to  meet  and  answer  the  objections  of  op- 
ponents. Hence,  their  ardor  soon  cools,  and  the  society  dies. 
Therefore,  there  should  be  in  the  regular  sessions  much  patient 
and  temperate  discussion  of  the  re:il  difficulties  and  needs  of 
the  associations.  Much  plain  statement  of  facts,  much  patient 
exposition  of  methods,  and  little  mere  exhortation.  Brethren  are 
••eady  to  work  ;  they  want  to  know  the  best  way.  Instruction 
is  not  always  intelligibly  imparted  in  lofty  flights  of  hortatory 
eloquence.  i 

The  ttprit  d«  corps  of  the  associations  should  be  greatly  in-  j 


creased.  All  do  not  seem  to  realize  that  failure  in  one  pkic  is 
injury  to  our  societies  elsewhere.  The  abandonment  of  an  asso- 
ciation in  one  large  town  is  a  standing  and,  to  the  objector,  an 
unanswerable  argument.  Failure  comes,  mainly,  because  we  are 
not  ready  to  help  each  other ;  and  not  ready,  because  unacquaint- 
ed. Let  us  make  the  most  of  the  coming  gathering  in  forming  a 
real  acquaintance  with,  and  an  enduring  interest  in,  each  other. 
Let  there  be  no  waiting  for  ceremonious  introductions.  The 
Washington  Committee  has  wisely,  and  in  deference  to  the  oft- 
repeated  expressions  of  the  conventions,  determined  to  reduce 
the  speech-making,  and  formal  exercises  of  the  welcome  meeting, 
to  the  smallest  possible  compass ;  twenty  minutes  is  their  limit 
Thus,  the  first  evening  can  be  devoted  to  the  most  delightful  of 
all  occupations,  the  cultivation  of  a  real  friendship  between  bro- 
thers, in  Christian  love  and  labor,  who  come  from  the  most  dis- 
tant fields.  If  experienced  delegates  do  not  fail  here  in  duty,  a 
degree  of  harmony  and  mutual  interest  will  be  attained  at  the 
outset,  such  as  none  have  ever  witnessed,  and  the  scenes  and  ex- 
periences of  the  precious  days  remaining  will  so  broaden  and 
deepen  that  stream  of  brotherly  affection,  that  in  the  years  to 
come  it  shall  not  become  dry,  or  even  shallow ;  and  an  ample 
record  of  new  societies  formed  and  old  ones  revived  shall  tes- 
tify of  its  fertilizing  power. 

Some  sections  of  late  not  largely  represented,  will,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  send  up  many  delegates.  No  man,  we  trust, 
will  stand  in  that  company  of  a  thousand  not  ready  heartily  to 
welcome  every  other  coming  in  Christ's  name  and  desiring  His 
honor.  Our  eyes  should  be  on  the  present  and  toward  the  fu- 
ture. For  the  grand  purposes  of  our  meeting  by-gones,  and  opi- 
nions respecting  them,  though  unchanged,  can  be  by-gones.  Let 
none  search  in  what  is  said  or  done  by  others  for  unfriendly  re- 
ferences, covert  or  open,  to  the  differences  of  the  past.  There 
is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  any  to  suggest  unpleasant  thoughts  or 
stir  the  smouldering  embers  of  old  and  bitter  contests.  Our  pe- 
culiar duty,  in  Christ's  name,  is  to  the  young  men  of  to-day, 
who  in  another  decade  will  control  the  destinies  of  the  continent 
We  would  have  them  see  how  brethren  from  all  quarters,  appre- 
hending this  duty,  can  dwell  together  in  unity,  and  with  what 
wealth  of  love,  unflagging  ardor  and  wisdom  of  plan,  they  can 
unitedly  labor  to  perform  the  obligation  resting  upon  them. 

And  finally  we  should  see  to  it  that  the  results  of  our  delibera- 
tions, of  our  interchange  of  experience,  and  our  attainments  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  work,  are  presented  to  our  constituents  and 
to  the  world  in  such  simple  and  intelligible  forms  of  expression 
as  will  be  guide,  guarantee,  and  encouragement  to  all  who  love  us 
and  onr  work. 


Bible  Study. — We  call  special  attention  to  the  first  of  a  series 
of  articles  on  this  important  subject,  from  the  pen  of  Professor 
Thomson,  M.D.  It  will  be  found  in  another  column  of  this  pa- 
per. Professor  Thomson  is  an  accomplished  student  of  the  Bible. 
He  was  born  and  has  spent  many  years  in  the  Holy  Land.  For 
the  last  two  seasons  he  has  taught  the  Bible-class  of  the  Y.  If. 
C.  A.  in  New- York  City,  the  attendance  on  which  has  steadily 
increased.  His  words  of  criticism  and  counsel  come  from  one 
who  has  long  and  patiently  investigated  the  subject  of  which  he 
treats,  and  we  cordially  commend  them  to  the  perusal  of  our 
readers. 


A  Day  of  Prayer  in  Canada. — The  Association  in  Montreal 
issued  a  circular  last  March  appointing  April  1st  as  a  day  of 
prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon  the  membership  of  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  It  was  sent  to  every  association 
in  Canada  and  the  lower  provinces,  and  over  fifty  favorable  re- 
sponses to  it  were  received. 
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GOOD  NEWS  FROM  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

A  Word  of  Encouragement  from  President  Maclean. — The 
President  of  our  last  General  Convention,  Mr.  John  S.  Maclean, 
of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  sends  us  the  following  cheering  report  of  what 
is  going  on  in  Nova  Scotia : 

"  We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  real  success  of  our  work 
in  this  province,  during  the  past  year.  Whole  communities 
have  been  awakened,  and  have  experienced  the  joy  and  comfort 
of  laboring  to  bring  their  neighbors  to  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  our  blessed  Master.  The  usefulness  of  the  association  is  being 
recognized  by  our  thoughtful  and  practical  business  men,  and 
words  of  encouragement  are  now  given  us  by  many  who  used  to 
treat  us  with  indifference  if  not  contempt.  But  our  greatest  en- 
couragement is  actual  meet**  among  young  men  ;  many  of  them 
(in  our  country  places  especially)  have  shown  themselves  willing 
to  testify  for  Christ,  and  having  tasted  themselves  of  the  love  of 
Jesus,  are  not  ashamed  to  endeavor  to  lead  others  in  the  path 
they  have  chosen. 

"  We  have  sent  out  delegates  this  winter,  from  the  Hali&x  asso- 
ciation, to  help  the  brethren  in  our  towns  and  villages.  These 
delegates  have  been  merchants  of  standing  in  this  communityt 
and  the  fact  of  their  having  left  their  business  to  travel  round 
and  speak  for  Christ,  has  had  a  very  beneficial  effect.  Wherever 
they  have  gone  crowded  houses  have  awaited  them,  and  a  valu- 
able impulse  to  our  work  for  Christ  has  been  the  result  In 
several  small  towns  young  men  of  good  position  and  well  known 
as  fond  of  dissipation  and  careless  living,  have  been  led  to  see 
the  error  of  their  ways,  and  have  been  guided  through  the  asso- 
ciation to  union  with  the  church.  These  men  have  consistently 
and  manfully  walked  worthy  of  their  profession,  and  are  living, 
powerful  witnesses  to  the  benefits  of  our  good  work. 

"  The  desire  to  have  buildings  all  our  own  has  become  almost 
a  mania,  and  I  know  of  six  associations  which  have  decided  to 
build,  and  are  at  work  procuring  funds.  It  will  take  some  time 
to  gather  enough,  but  when  we  decide  on  having  a  good  thing  we 
manage  to  obtain  it.  We  have  four  thousand  dollars  ($4000) 
subscribed  in  our  city,  and  we  are  now  preparing  a  circular  ap- 
peal to  our  merchants  and  others  for  help.  If,  as  we  expect  and 
hope,  onr  dear  brother  Thane  Miller  visits  us  this  summer,  and 
gives  us  his  powerful  aid,  we  have  no  doubt  our  whole  need  will 
be  realized.  We  hope  to  send  a  good  delegation  to  Washington, 
and  have  no  doubt  good  results  will  flow  from  the  great  conven- 
tion to  be  held  there." 


Concerning  the  Association  Monthlt,  Mr.  Maclean  adds  a 
word  of  encouragement  that  will  be  read  with  interest  by  our 
friends : 

"  I  have  read  the  April  Monthly  with  peculiar  pleasure.  The 
paper  gives  great  satisfaction  to  all  subscribers  among  us,  and 
the  only  fault  we  find  is  that  it  is  so  long  and  so  late  in  reaching 
our  country  districts.  It  has  become  such  a  favorite,  and  is  so 
anxiously  looked  for,  that  this  delay  is  a  great  disappointment, 
and  we  hope  it  may  be  remedied  by  some  special  arrangement." 


Tbe  hant  Testimonials  to  the  good  results  flowing  from  the 
recent  crusade  in  Ohio,  which  we  publish  on  another  page,  will 
be  read  with  unusual  interest  They  indicate  very  strongly  the 
growing  favor  with  which  our  association  work  is  being  welcom- 
ed by  Christians  of  every  name,  wherever  this  work  is  fairly  and 
fully  set  before  the  public. 


The  Buffalo  Association,  which  moved,  last  February,  into 
two  new  and  commodious  rooms,  opened,  May  2d,  a  pleasant 
lecture-room,  capable  of  seating  about  200  people,  the  President, 
Mr.  E.  L.  Hedstrom,  making  an  interesting  address.  The  as- 
sociation numbers  now  about  500  members. 


Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  needed  in  Country 
Towns. — We  very  often  hear  the  remark ,  "  There  is  no  need 
for  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  small  towns.  There 
is  no  material  to  work  with,  and  no  material  to  expend  work 
upon."  Replying  to  these  and  kindred  remarks,  the  Christian 
Union  Work  says  very  pertinently, 

"  Satan  organizes  his  forces  in  small  towns  as  well  as  in  large 
ones.  If  he  has  only  two  or  three  vain  fellows,  they  soon  join 
hands  and  seek  others.  Solomon,  in  his  day,  cautioned  the 
youth — '  When  sinners  entice  thee,  consent  thou  not' 

"  One  black  sheep,  even  in  such  small  towns,  will  soon  find 
or  make  companions  like  himself.  There  is  not  a  neighborhood, 
even,  where  Satan  ceases  to  plan  and  work  for  the  ruin  of  souls. 
Why  should  any  soldier  of  Christ  hesitate  to  do  as  much  for  his 
Master  or  for  precious  souls?  Any  one  earnest,  faithful,  loving 
Christian  may  reach  and  rescue  many.  Two  or  more  joined  in 
such  efforts  multiply  the  power  of  each."  Two  active,  efficient 
workers  are  more  than  some  associations  contain. 

"  The  deviTt  room*  will  be  open  on  every  hand.  The  grog-shop, 
the  card-room,  the  dancing-hall,  or  the  private  room  or  store, 
warmed,  lighted,  and  made  attractive  for  all  who  will  turn  into 
them,  will  be  sure  of  visitors. 

"  Is  there  any  town  in  which,  in  opposition  to  these  influences, 
there  is  not  need  of  a  reading-room,  well  lighted  and  warmed, 
with  the  addition  of  special  evenings  set  apart  for  essays,  debates, 
and  music?" 


Preparing  for  the  Convention. — The  Montreal  Association 
have,  for  the  last  month,  devoted  an  evening  each  week  to  dis- 
cussing one  of  the  series  of  topics  announced  for  the  approaching 
International  Convention.  The  discussion  is  in  each  case  open- 
ed by  a  speaker  previously  selected.  The  first  topic,  relating  to 
the  study  of  Ood's  word,  was  thus  treated  by  Rev.  G. 
Lang ;  the  second,  upon  modern  skepticism,  by  Professor  Mc- 
Yicker,  LL.D. ;  the  third,  concerning  secular  instruction,  by 
Principal  Dawson,  LL.D.,  of  McGill  College ;  the  fourth,  "  Young 
men  in  business,"  by  S.  Caldicott,  Esq. ;  the  fifth,  upon  raising 
money  for  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  by  J.  R.  Dougall,  Esq. ;  the  sixth, 
"  Our  religious  work,"  by  Rev.  John  Potts.  The  series  began 
April  11th,  and  will  end  May  16th.  The  meetings  and  discus- 
sions have  been  very  successful. 


Not  Dead  tet. — The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Jersey  City,  the  decease 
of  which  was  so  extensively  noticed  in  the  daily  press  some  weeks 
ago,  is  still  alive.  Mr.  G.  W.  Clerihew  has  been  lately  chosen  Pre- 
sident ;  Messrs.  C.  H.  Raymond,  W.  S.  Conant,  J.  F.  McGee,  J. 
N.  Coyne,  H.  H.  Lynch,  and  D.  T.  Whyte,  Vice-Presidents;  C.  R. 
Stockton,  Treasurer ;  and  J.  B.  Pendleton  and  D.  R.  Eddy,  Secre- 
taries. Very  encouraging  progress  has  been  made  toward  paying 
a  debt  that  has  hampered  tbe  association  in  its  work.  We  ex- 
pect soon  to  hear  of  good  progress  made  in  Jersey  City. 


In  the  Supplement  of  the  Paper  this  month,  our  readers  will 
find  the  admirable  railroad  schedule,  prepared  for  delegates  to 
the  convention,  by  the  faithful  committee  of  arrangements  in 
Washington.  It  is  a  model  document,  and  will  be  a  welcome 
aid  to  all  similar  committees  in  future  years. 


THE  CHAIN  OP  CONVENTIONS  IN  PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

We  announced  in  our  last  paper  a  series  of  district  conventions 
to  be  held  at  various  points  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  month 
preceding  the  meeting  of  the  General  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  in 
Washington.  A  programme  of  fourteen  such  conventions  has 
been  issued  by  the  executive  committee  of  that  State.  Mr.  K. 
A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  111.,  and  Mr.  John  Morrow,  of  Pittsburg, 
will  attend  all  the  meetings,  and  Mr.  Ira  D.  Sankey  conducts 
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the  music.  Every  effort  is  made  to  preannounce  the  conven- 
tions, secure  the  cooperation  of  the  ministers,  and  to  provide  for 
the  entertainment  of  delegates  and  their  transportation  to  the 
next  place  of  meeting. 

A  correspondent  sends  us  the  report  of  the  first  three  meet- 
ings of  the  series : 

The  first  one  was  held  in  Burgettstown,  "Washington  County, 
on  Friday,  April  28th.  Large  delegations  were  in  attendance 
from  the  associations  in  Washington,  Candor,  Corn  Creek,  and 
many  points  where  there  are  no  organizations.  Messrs.  Bur- 
nell,  Sankey,  Morrow,  E.  R.  Graves,  of  Lockport,  and  T.  K. 
Cree,  chairman  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  were  in  atten- 
dance. Burgettstown  is  one  of  the  staid,  sober,  old-style  towns 
of  the  State — a  quiet  country  village  with  three  churches.  A 
new  religious  activity  has  been  manifested  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Christian  Association.  They  have  secured  a  very 
comfortable  room,  and  in  it  all  the  different  denominations  come 
together.  This  has  engendered  a  feeling  of  good-fellowship. 
Sessions  of  the  convention  were  held  from  10  to  12  o'clock 
a.m.,  and  from  1.30  to  5  p.m.,  and  from  7.30  till  10  p.m.,  and  were 
well  attended.  A  large  open-air  meeting  at  7  p.m  was  held  in 
front  of  the  Association  rooms.  In  the  evening,  the  church  was 
crowded.  Mr.  Freeman  Brady,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  presided 
during  the  day. 

The  second  convention  was  held  at  Uniontown,  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  April  29th  and  30th.  The  meeting  Saturday  after- 
noon was  a  very  pleasant  one.  At  seven  o'clock  a  large  open- 
air  meeting  was  held,  and  a  large  mass-meeting  in  the  evening. 
Sabbath  morning,  John  Morrow,  of  Pittsburg,  occupied  the 
Presbyterian  pulpit,  and  K.  A.  Burnell  preached  in  the  Metho- 
dist church,  Ira  B.  Sankey  conducting  the  music.  In  the  after- 
noon there  was  a  large  union  meeting  of  the  Sabbath-school  chil- 
dren, after  which  services  were  held  in  the  jail,  alms-house,  sol- 
diers' orphan  asylum,  and  the  colored  mission  Sabbath-school. 
A  large  union  meeting  in  the  evening  was  addressed  by  all  the 
ministers  of  the  place,  as  well  as  by  the  delegates  from  Dunbar, 
Connellsville,  and  other  places. 

At  Johnstown,  on  May  1st  and  2d,  encouraging  meetings  were 
held.  The  organization  of  an  association  in  this  very  important 
field  has  met  a  long-felt  want,  though  it  has  encountered  some 
opposition.  The  sessions  on  each  day  were  well  attended.  Ear- 
nest and  practical  addresses  were  delivered,  which,  we  believe, 
will  prove  fruitful  in  good  results. 

Johnstown  is  now  a  city  of  almost  20,000  inhabitants,  the 
seat  of  a  vast  manufacturing  interest  that  has  brought  thou- 
sands of  busy  laborers  together,  and  it  is  these  whom  the  asso- 
ciation aims  to  reach  with  the  Gospel. 

The  following  is  the  programme  of  the  rest  of  this  interesting 
tour: 

Newcastle May  8  Buton May  14  and  15 

Mercer May  4  and  B  Bethlehem "    16   "  IT 

Erie "  6   '•   7  Beading "    18  "  1» 

Warren "  8    "    9  Lancaster "    10  "  SI 

Bellefonte "10    "11  York "    SS   "  28 

Tamaqns "IS    "18 


THE    INDIANA   STATE   CONVENTION 
At  Greencastle,  March  28,  29,  and  80. 
Thtbtt-two  delegates  from  six  Associations  met  at  Greencastle, 
Indiana,  March  28th,  and  constituted  the  second  annual  convention 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  that  State. 
The  following  permanent  officers  were  elected  : 

TYttldent.— Lewis  Falley,  La  Fayette. 

Vice-PreeidenU.—Q.  W.  Kimble,  Greencastle;  Mrs.  Dr.  Harvey,  Indiana- 
polis ;  Bev.  A.  W.  Freeman,  Aurora. 

Secretaries.— B.  H.  Kayo,  La  Fayette :  M.  B.  Barnard,  Indianapolis. 

Treasurer— Yf.  C. Smith,  Michigan  City. 

Executive  Committee.— "XL.  B.  Barnard,  K.  S.  Field.  J.  B.  Brandt,  Mrs.  Dr. 
Siddall,  O.  C.  Dennis,  W.  H.  Hay,  Mrs.  Fred.  Baggs,  Indianapolis. 

Professor  M.  B.  Barnard,  State  Corresponding  Member  of  the 
General  Executive  Committee,  reported  new  organizations  formed 
at  Greencastle,  Greenfield,  Peru,  and  Cambridge  City.  There  were 
working  associations,  in  addition  to  these,  at  Indianapolis,  La  Fay- 
ette, Jeffersonville,  Logansport,  Peru,  Richmond,  Crawfordsville, 
and  Aurora. 

Interesting  reports  were  made  in  the  convention  by  delegates 
from  five  of  these  associations,  Mrs.  Dr.  Siddall  adding  an  account 
of  tho  Woman's  Christian  Association  in  Indianapolis,  which  is 
doing  a  good  work  in  that  city. 

The  discussions  were  practical  and  instructive. 

Mr.  Robert  Weidensall,  Western  Agent  of  our  General  Execu- 
tive Committee,  was  present  and  took  part.  Mr.  W.  has  been  la- 
boring for  some  time  in  Indiana.  He  reported  a  good  work  started 
at  Peru  and  Logansport,     He  received  from  the  convention  a 


hearty  invitation  to  "  visit  different  portions  of  the  State,"  and  was 
"  recommended  to  the  Christian  brethren  throughout  Indiana." 

The  organization  of  the  Slate  Association  was  perfected;  the 
Evangelical  church  test  of  active  membership  was,  after  discussion, 
strongly  reaffirmed ;  and  the  formation  i>r  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  edu- 
cational institutions  of  the  State  was  resolved  on  ;  and  Indianapolis 
was  selected  as  the  place  where  the  next  conveniion  should  meet, 
the  last  Tuesday  of  March,  1872. 

Preparation  for  the  approaching  general  convention  at  Washing- 
ton was  prominent  in  the  niimls  of  the  delegates.  Each  associa- 
tion was  recommended  to  hold  a  special  public  meeting,  witli  a 
view  to  this  preparation  ;  and  it  was  still  further  urged  that  "joint 
meetings  bo  held  by  two  or  three  associations,  leading  Christian 
men  of  the  State  being  invited  to  address  the  people." 

"  The  publication  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  the  Interna- 
tional Convention  "  was  "  heartily  approved ;"  and  associations 
were  "  most  earnestly  urged  to  do  nil"  they  can  to  increase  the 
circulation  of  this  valuable  periodical." 

After  a  session  of  three  days,  the  convention  adjourned,  spending 
the  last  half  hour  in  an  excellent  farewell  devotional  meeting.  An 
earnest  practicality  seems  to  have  pervaded  the  sessions ;  and  we 
are  prepared  to  hear  of  good  results  flowing  from  the  deliberations 
of  this  convention. 


IOWA  STATE  CONVENTION. 
At  Iowa  City,  April  4,  5,  and  6. 

FiFTY-SEVKN  delegates,  representing  nine  of  the  twenty-tavo 
associations  of  Iowa,  met  in  tho  Congregational  Church  of  Iowa 
City  April  4th,  and  the  Third  Annual  Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
of  the  State  was  called  to  order  by  the  presiding  officer  of  last  year, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Cressey,  of  Des  Moines.  An  address  of  welcome  was  de- 
livered by  Professor  Fellows,  President  of  the  Association  in  Iowa 
City,  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Cressey,  who,  after  some  preliminary 
business  had  be?u  transacted  by  the  delegates,  delivered  an  excel- 
lent opening  addrese 

The  next  Wednesday  morning  the  following  permanent  officers 
were  chosen : 

Piesident, William Tacknhnry.  Keokuk ;  Vice-PreHdetU*. Prof.  8.  N.  Fellows, 
Towa  City :  N.  W.  Knapp,  Waterloo.  Secretaries,  N.  B.  Drnry,  Western ;  and 
W.  J.  Modes,  Iowa  City.    Treasurer,  W.  F.  McLanghlin,  Davenport. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  was  present  for  the  day,  and  ad- 
dressed the  convention  with  unusual  power  and  earnestness. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids,  attended  the  convention  on 
behalf  of  our  General  Executive  Committee  at  New-York,  and 
contributed  much  to  the  interest  and  practicality  of  the  discussions 
of  the  convention. 

The  number  in  attendance  was  small,  and  the  work  in  the  State 
during  the  year  has  not  grown  materially ;  but  the  character  of  the 
sessions  showed  that  there  were  excellent  workers  in  Iowa  ready 
to  increase  the  activity  and  extend  the  usefulness  of  our  associa- 
tions among  them.  We  give  in  another  column  a  detailed  report 
of  the  Association  at  Davenport,  the  most  flourishing  Y.  M.  C.  A 
in  the  State.  The  convention  closed  its  sessions  with  an  impressive 
farewell  meeting  on  the  evening  of  April  6th. 


THE  CONVENTION  AT  ALTOONA,  PA. 

Sixty-six  delegates  from  twelve  associations  in  Central  Penn- 
sylvania met  at  Altoona,  and,  electing  Gen.  J.  A.  Beaver  President, 
spent  March  21st  and22d  in  stimulating  conference  and  discussion, 
mingled  with  profitable  prayer  and  praise-meetings. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Christian  Union  Work  for  a  summary  of 
the  results  reached  in  the  various  discussions : 

"  The  elements  of  strength  most  needed  by  our  associations  are 
(1)  genuine  and  ardent  piety,  (2)  feeling  of  dependence  on  the  Holy 
Spirit,  (3)  supreme  regard  for  and  constant  resort  to  the  Bible.  (4) 
entire  consecration  to  Jesus,  (5)  a  spirit  of  earnest,  importunate 
prayer. 

"  To  advance  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the  best  way,"  strive. to  imi- 
tate the  example  of  our  Lord,  in  holiness  of  heart,  gentleness  of 
disposition,  and  self-forgetting,  affectionate  effort  for  the  good  of 
others. 

"  Churches  and  Associations  can  best  work  together,"  (1)  "  By 
regarding  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  the  child  of  the  church,  a  step  higher 
than  the  Sunday-school,  a  divine  development  to  meet  the  want  of 
the  age.  (2)  By  each  organization  regarding  the  other  with  confi- 
dence, and  laboring  for  Christ  with  an  interdependence.  (3)  By 
losing  sight,  in  their  united  efforts,  of  what  is  bad  in  sectarianism 
and  by  coming  back  to  a  primitive  catholicity  of  spirit." 

The  temperance  questions,  with  the  answer  to  them,  are  given  in 
our  "  Question  Drawer  "  for  this  month. 

The  sessions  were  profitable  and  instructive,  giving  a  new  im- 
pulse to  the  work  of  Christ  in  that  part  of  the  State.  This  gather- 
ing and  the  one  at  Tidioute,  reported  by  us  two  months  ago,  were 
preliminary  links  in  that  chain  of  conventions  now  rapidly  extend- 
ing over  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  noticed  more  fully  in  an- 
other column. 
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The  following  terse  answers  from  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago, 
are  given  in  the  printed  report  of  the  Vermont  Convention. 

Q. — What  is  the  best  way  to  raise  fundi  ? 

Ant. —  Work  for  Jesus,  and  the  funds  will  come. 

Q. — Hou  shall  we  make  our  meetings  interesting  to  strangers  ? 

Ant. — Br  interesting  ourselves  in  them. 

Q. —  What  is  the  most  effectual  way  to  reach  the  unconverted  f 

Ant. — Ask  God  for  direction. 

Q. — Should  a  layman  take  a  text  when  lie  speaks  in  a  school-house 
or  in  the  open  air  ? 

Answer  by  Mr.  Moody. — By  all  means.  Always  have  a  mark  to 
aim  at. 


The  following  timely  questions  and  answers  are  printed  in  the 
report  of  the  last  Ohio  State  Convention : 

Question. — Mew  shall  we  appoint  leaders  for  our  prayer-meetings* 

Answer  by  K.  A.  Durnell. — Select  clear-headed,  warm-hearted 
men.  Take  men  whose  perceptions  are  quick,  and  who  have  had 
experience  in  the  missionary  work  of  the  association. 

Question. — How  can  our  business  men  be  induced  to  exert  a  Chris- 
tian influence  among  their  employees  t 

Answer  by  H.  Thane  Miller. — Seek  to  have  their  hearts  warmed 
by  Christ's  love.  Show  them  that  this  is  their  very  best  field  of 
labor. 

Question. — Are  women's  associations  efficient,  and  are  they  in- 
creating  t    A  woman  wants  to  know. 

Answer  by  H.  Thane  Miller. — They  are  very  efficient  among 
young  women  ;  they  are  increasing  rapidly,  and  God  is  blessing 
them  abundantly. 

Question. — How  can  lukewarm  Christians  be  brought  into  active 
sympathy  with  astociational  work  T 

Answer  by  President  Colby. — Rub  them  together  like  two  dry 
pieces  of  wood  till  the  fire  comes. 

Question. — Does  the  zealous  worker  in  our  associations  lose  any 
of  his  interest  in  the  church  t 

Answer  by  J.  H.  Reed. — No.  On  the  contrary,  the  most  active 
men  in  the  associations  are  the  most  active  and  the  most  useful  in 
the  churches. 

Question. — Some  of  us  greatly  lack  in  Christian  courage,  and  are 
thus  hindered  in  our  work.  How  shall  we  get  out  of  our  diffi- 
culties t 

Answer  by  H.  P.  Lloyd. — Go  to  God,  and  pray  for  courage ; 
then  go  forth  and  show  by  your  conduct  that  your  prayers  meant 
something.  With  each  endeavor  you  will  grow  stronger,  and  will 
soon  wonder  that  you  ever  had  any  fears.  "Quit  you  like  men. 
Be  strong." 


Question. — "  What  it  our  Christian  duty  in  the  cause  of  tempt- 
anee"  and  "Should  we  hold  temperance  meetings  in  our  quiet 
rooms  t" 

Answer. — These  questions  were  discussed  at  the  late  District 
Convention  held  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  and  the  following  excellent  an- 
swer was  embodied  in  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  close : 

"  Resolved,  That  while  it  is  not  desirable  to  sink  the  general 
Christian  work  of  onr  associations  in  the  special  work  of  the  tem- 
perance organizations,  with  its  absorbing  interests,  it  is  our  Chris- 
tian duty,  in  view  of  the  immense  evil  of  intemperance  as  a  source 
of  crime,  and  the  direct  opposition  in  which  it  stands  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  church  of  Christ,  to  stand  firmly  and  work  faithfully 
as  individual  Christians  and  as  an  association  on  the  side  of  tem- 
perance." 


"  We  ought  to  love  onr  Lord  and  Saviour  with  a  conscious  love 
that  can't  help  speaking  out.  When  we  talk  of  onr  affection  for 
earthly  frionis,  it  is  not  because  we  are  proud  of  it,  but  because  it 
Is  in  its  nature  to  declare  itself;  in  fact,  it  often  speaks  when  we 
•wish  it  would  not.  This  makes  it  so  delightful  to  have  a  friend 
of  whom  one  never  need  feel  ashamed  to  say, '  I  love  him  with  all 
my  heart,  and  soul,  and  mind,  and  strength.' " 


fneirttnis  from  %  $ra5er-|$Ueimg. 

From  Corresponding  Members  of  our  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  officers  of 
the  Associations,  and  from  all  interested  In  our  dally  or  weekly  prayer-meetings,  we  will 
welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or  narrated  In  any  of  these 
meetings. 

Resetted  from  I>r>mkenn*ss  and  Crime.    One  day 

last  spring,  a  young  man  came  into  our  rooms  somewhat  under 
the  influence  of  liquor,  and  said,  "  Is  there  a  Christian  here  that 
can  spend  a  few  moments  in  conversation  with  me  ?  I've  passed 
your  rooms  for  over  two  years,  almost  every  day ;  but  never  had 
any  desire  to  enter  until  to-day.  I'm  a  sinner ;  I  want  to  do  better. 
Will  any  one  pray  for  me  ?"  Three  Christian  men,  each  in  turn, 
spoke  and  prayed  with  him.  He  remained  to  the  noon-day  prayer- 
meeting.  A  kind  word  of  Christian  sympathy  was  given,  and  he 
was  invited  to  the  social  prayer-meeting  to  be  held  that  evening. 
He  came  and  expressed  a  hope  of  having  found  the  Saviour.  He 
is  a  regular  attendant  at  the  "  noon-day  prayer-meeting." 

A  young  man  residing  in  Kentucky,  under  the  influence  of 
liquor,  discharged  his  pistol  at  a  comrade  ;  fleeing  from  justice,  lie 
came  to  this  city.  He  formed  the  acquaintance  of  depraved 
characters.  One  of  our  members,  learning  his  history,  became 
interested,  and  frequently  urged  his  attendance  at  the  rooms  of  the 
association.  The  constant  response  was,  "  You  know  the  crime 
with  which  I  am  charged  at  home,  and  the  life  I  am  leading ; 
the  association  would  not  be  willing  to  have  such  a  person  fre- 
quent its  rooms."  After  many  ineffectual  efforts,  the  Christian 
young  man  was  rewarded  by  receiving  a  promise  from  the  prodi- 
gal to  attend  the  social  singing-meeting.  He  was  deeply  interested 
and  became  a  constant  attendant  at  the  free  concerts  and  prayer- 
meetings.  He  professed  a  change  of  heart,  and  through  the 
intercession  of  friends,  a  nolle  prosequi  was  entered  on  the  court 
records  in  Kentucky,  and  on  receiving  such  an  invitation  as  only 
a  mother's  and  sister's  love  could  dictate,  he  returned  home.  In  a 
short  time,  he  united  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  became  a 
teacher  in  the  Sabbath-school,  and  has  proved  himself  worthy  of 
the  confidence  bestowed. 

[Y.  II.  0.  A.  Prayer-Meeting,  Cinciunati,  O. 

How  the  Prayers  of  Twenty-one  Years  were 
answered.  A  student  in  the  Fairfax  Theological  Seminary,  a 
member  of  our  association,  passing  to  and  from  his  home  in  the 
street  cars,  occasionally  scattered  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  cartridges.  A 
mother  took  one  to  her  home,  and  at  the  table  stated  to  her 
family  the  fact  as  unusual  in  her  experience.  Her  son,  a  wayward 
youth,  asked,  "  What  was  it  he  gave  you  V  She  handed  him  the 
card  on  which  was  printed, "  Look  to  Jesus."  He  placed  it  in  his 
pocket  with  a  sneer.  About  a  week  afterward  he  seemed  in  deep 
distress,  and  after  some  time,  in  answer  to  his  mother's  affectionate 
and  anxious  inquiries,  he  replied  that  "  he  was  trying  to  look  to 
Jesus."  The  mother  wrote  a  letter  to  me,  and  wished  me  to  say 
to  the  young  man,  if  I  knew  him,  that  her  son  had  found  the 
Saviour,  and  that  through  that  little  card  one  who  has  been  pray- 
ing for  her  son  for  twenty-one  years  has  received  the  answer  to 
her  prayers.    The  young  man  is  now  a  happy  Christian. 

.  [Y.  M.  0.  A.  DaUy  Meeting,  Washington,  D.  C. 


A  Drunkard  Reformed,  A  young  man,  far  gone  in  the 
love  of  drink,  was  brought  by  a  Christian  wife,  to  our  rooms, 
where  he  was  induced  to  sign  the  pledge.  This  has  been  faith- 
fully kept  by  him  ;  and  he  is  now  a  consistent  member  of  one 
of  the  churches  in  this  city,  and  is  filling  a  situation  procured  for 

him  by  an  officer  of  the  Association. 

[Y.  M.  O.  A.  Montreal,  Canada. 

Prayer  Answered.  A  gentleman  rose  to  say  that  several 
weeks  ago  in  this  meeting,  he  had  asked  prayer  for  a  band  of  uncon- 
verted young  men  in  a  neighboring  city.  These  prayers  had  brought 
blessing  upon  the  means  used  to  reach  those  young  men,  and  with- 
in a  few  days  all  but  one  had  publicly  confessed  Christ  before  men, 
and  joined  his  visible  church.  The  one  who  still  remains  uncon- 
verted is  troubled  in  mind,  thinks  himself  willing  to  believe,  but 
is  stumbled  by  doubts  and  difficulties.    Continue  to  pray  for  him. 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1&~  For  this  department  we  aak  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  til  oar 
Associations.  Items  upon  the  following,  sad  kindred  topics,  wtti  be  specially 
welcome: 

1.  New  features  in  the  work. 

i.  New*  of  convention*. 

8.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Instance*  or  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
fS~  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  our  offlce  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  in  which  such  number  appears. 

ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 
We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  oar  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  J73  Broad  St. 
New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  M  Church  St. 
New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  St*. 
New-York,  Fourth  Ave.  *  Twenty-third  St. 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 
Philadelphia,  1110  Chestnut  St. 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Penn.  Are.  and  Sixth  St. 
Portland,  Me..  Congress  and  Brown  Sts. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H..  Congress  St. 
Poughkeepsle,  N.  Y.,  Main  and  Market  Sts. 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  1808  Washington  St. 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  238  Sutter  St. 
ScrantoD,  Pa.,  324  Lackawanna  Ave. 
Selma.  Ala.  48  Broad  St. 
St.  Catharine's,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  *  Ontario  Sts. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  309  North  Fifth  St. 
Tldloute,  Pa.  Main  *  Depot  Sts. 
Toledo,  O.,  13  Hartford  Block. 
Toronto,  Ont.,  84  King  St.,  East. 
Washington,  D.  C„  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Chapin's  Block,  Pearl  St. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  1M  W.  Baltimore  St. 

Bellefonte,  Pa,  Bush's  Arcade. 

Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Main  St. 

Boston,  Mass..  Tremont  St. 

Brooklyn,  -N.  Y.,  80  and  82  Fulton  Ave. 

Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St. 

Chicago,  111.,  Farwell  Hall. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  80S  Vine  St. 

Cleveland,  O.,  7»  Public  Square. 

Columbia,  S.  C.  National  Bank  Building. 

Dayton,  O.,  25  North  Main  St. 

Detroit,  12  aud  18  Merrill  Block. 

Halifax,  N.  S..  183  Hollls  St. 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  3g  King  St.,  East. 

Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  College  block. 

Hartford,  Ct.,  (W.  C.  A.,)  81  Pearl  St. 

Indlanapohs,  Ind.  Penna.  Market  St. 

Jancsvllle  .Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrlmac  Sts. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St.  near  Central  Ave. 

Madison,  Wis.,  Finckney  St. 

Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts.  Zauesvllle,  O.,  188  Main  St. 

Nashua,  N.  U.,  Fisher's  Block,  Main  St, 

ABROAD. 
Dublin,  Ireland,  54  Upper  Sackvtlle  St.         London,  IM  Aldengat*  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 

Liverpool,  44  Ren«haw  St.  Paris,  France,  ISO  Rue  Montmartre. 


NOTES    OF   THE  CRUSADE    IN   OHIO. 

Interesting  Incidents  from  the  Report — Letters  from 
Seventeen  Places  testifying  to  good  done. 

We  gave,  last  month,  a  brief  summary  of  the  sixty  days'  cru- 
sade or  tonr  through  thirty-five  towns  in  Ohio,  five  sessions  being 
held  on  an  average  in  each  place,  and  an  aggregate  of  some  fifty 
thousand  people  having  been  addressed  during  the  visitation. 

We  now  present  to  our  readers  some  very  interesting  testimony 
to  the  results  of  the  work  thus  attempted.  From  many  of  the 
towns  visited,  Mr.  Burnell  has  received  letters,  giving  accounts  of 
the  blessing  that  has  followed  the  efforts  of  the  delegation.  Extracts 
from  these  valuable  testimonials  are  given  below,  accompanied 
in  some  instances  by  Mr.  Burnell's  report  of  the  visit  to  each  place. 
More  of  this  report  is  not  given,  as  we  have  already  published  the 
leading  incidents  of  the  tour.  The  order  of  exercises  and  services 
was  much  the  same  in  each  place.  On  arriving,  the  delegates  gene, 
rally  found  that  they  had  not  sufficiently  realized  the  importance 
of  the  general  preannouncement  of  their  visit.  Mr.  Burnell  urges 
that  in  similar  work  in  the  future,  pastors,  editors,  and  the  commu- 
nity generally  be  thoroughly  informed  of  the  approaching  services. 
But  though  the  audiences  at  the  first  service  were,  as  a  rule, 
small,  they  rapidly  increased  ;  and  in  places  where  only  a  single 
day  was  spent,  their  poverty  in  time  was  deeply  felt  by  the  dele- 
gation ;  and  the  report  remonstrates  against  the  unfortunate  bre- 
vity of  such  appointments.  Two  days  at  least  should  be  set  apart 
for  every  visit  in  any  future  tour.  The  closing  services  were  al- 
ways interesting,  and  sometimes  exceedingly  impressive.  Chil. 
dren's  meetings,  open-air  services,  and  discussions  of  the  work  of 
Christian  women  formed  a  part  of  the  exercises  in  many  places. 
"  Mistakes,"  says  Mr.  Burnell,  "  are,  of  course,  to  be  recorded." 
Expectations  were  not  always  met.  Success  was  not  invariable ; 
but  the  facts  and  testimonials  given  below  are  certainly  full  of  en- 
cnorngenient. 


Sandusky.  First  place  visited,  January  90-22.  Rev.  H.  N. 
Burton  writes — nearly  two  month*  after — March  18:  "The very 
fact  of  laymen  with  warm,  earnest  hearts  coming  among  us  to 
speak  in  love  of  the  great  things  of  the  kingdom  of  Ood  was  in  it- 
self a  power  for  good.  Thirty-five  united  with  my  church  last 
Lord's  day.  More  than  this  number  are  hoping  to  unite  at  oar  May 
communion.  Rev.  Mr.  McCoy  has  received  about  same  number ; 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  about  fifty  new  members.  May  the  Lord 
Jesus  always  as  manifestly  guide  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  he  has  the 
past  winter !  We  wish  you  great  humility,  love,  and  a  hearty 
God -speed." 

Tiffin.  Visited  January  28.  Mr.  T.  J.  Bacher  writes,  Ifareh 
17  :  "  Since  you  were  here,  our  city  has  enjoyed  one  of  the  greatest 
awakenings  in  Christian  labor  that  I  have  ever  witnessed.  We 
have  organized  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  with  60  members — the  very  muscle 
of  Christian  power.  We  expect  soon  to  enter  our  new  rooms  on 
the  principal  street  of  the  city.  Never  was  Christian  duty  laid  so 
plainly  and  practically  at  the  door  of  our  citizens  as  when  the  dele- 
gation was  here." 

Fremont.  Visited  January  25.  The  visit  was  quite  a  dis- 
couraging one.  "  They  are  settled,"  says  Mr.  Burnell  in  his  report, 
"  in  the  conviction  that  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  among  them  can  not  be  made 
a  success."  This  conviction  does  not  seem  to  have  been  altered. 
But  Mr.  E.  Bushnell  writ's,  Marcli  14 :  "  Your  visit  was,  beyond 
question,  a  help  to  us  in  our  regular  Christian  work ;  and  we  are 
enjoying  more  real  spiritual  life  for  it  Our  prayer-meetings  have 
been  more  largely  attended,  and  have  proved  more  interesting 
than  before." 

Elyria.  Visited  January  26.  Rev.  H.  H.  Bawden  write* 
March  14 :  "  As  a  pastor,  I  was  much  profited  by  suggestions  ga- 
thered at  the  meetings.  The  idea  of  the  '  promise  meeting '  was 
caught  up  by  our  people,  and  a  new  feature  of  interest  has  been 
introduced  into  our  meetings.  One  young  man,  who  has  since 
united  with  our  church,  dates  his  deepened  convictions  of  soul-ne-.d 
from  the  evening  meeting  of  your  visit." 

Paineaville.  Visited  January  27-29.  Mr.  C.  E.  Brock 
write*,  March  13  :  "  The  meeting  inaugurated  at  the  hotel  on  Sun- 
day evening  has  been  continued,  and  another  started  at  the  county- 
house.  Our  regular  prayer-meetings  have  grown  in  numbers  and 
interest.  Those  cards,  'Gospel  Ammunition,'  (or  Y.  M.  C.  A.  car- 
tridges,) have  been  thankfully  and  extensively  used  in  doing  good. 
This  is  a  part  of  the  benefit  received  by  us  from  those  excellent 
meetings." 

Warren.  Visited  Jan  31-Feb  2.  The  delegates,  on  their 
arrival  in  Warren,  by  a  happy  arrangement,  took  tea  quite  infor- 
mally with  the  ministers.  Mr.  Burnell,  in  his  report,  speaks  in 
warm  commendation  of  such  an  arrangement  as  contributing  to 
harmony  and  efficiency  in  the  work.  At  Warren, "a  building 
fund  of  $5000  was  pledged  in  annual  installments,  some  of  them 
running  through  five  years,  and  most  of  the  amount  in  small  sums 
of  from  (15  to  $80  yearly." 

Mr.  Julius  King  writes,  March  17  :  "  Since  your  visit,  our  Chris- 
tian work  has  assumed  a  more  practical  shape.  Our  prayer-meet- 
ings are  conducted  with  more  spirit  and  interest,  and  Christians 
seem  encouraged  to  do  more  in  word  and  deed." 

Akron.  Visited  February  8-5.  Mr.  J.  A.  Kohler  writes, 
March  16  :  "  Since  the  meetings  were  held  here  by  the  delegation, 
we  have  contracted  for  a  suite  of  rooms  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the 
most  convenient  description.  It  has  given  our  members  new  zeal 
and  hope.  At  our  approaching  annual  meeting,  we  expect  to  wel- 
come another  similar  delegation." 

Ravenna.  Visited  February  6.  "  Over  one  hundred  names 
of  new  members,"  says  Mr.  Burnell's  report,  "  were  taken  at  the 
evening  meeting.  A  citizen  rose  and  offered  to  pay  the  rent  of 
ample  rooms  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  A  prominent  lawyer  rising,  said 
'  Last  Sunday,  when  the  notice  of  this  meeting  was  read,  I  greatly 
rejoiced.  I  thought  it  would  be  an  opening  for  me ;  and  now  I 
want  to  be  a  member  of  this  association  ;  but  first  1  want  ttbeu 
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Christian.  Pray  for  me,  that  I  may  become  one.'  The  meeting  at 
Ravenna — continued  only  through  a  single  day — promised  the 
least,  opened  the  coldest,  rose  the  most  rapidly  in  interest,  and, 
considering  the  expenditure  of  time  and  force,  achieved  apparently 
the  greatest  good." 

Youngstown,  O.  Visited  February  8  and  9.  Later  dated 
March  18.  The  delegates  found  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  at  Youngs- 
town deserted.  "  I  have  seen  no  sight  so  sad,"  says  Mr.  Burnell, 
"  as  those  rooms,  forsaken  simply  for  lack  of  one  intensely  earn- 
est, active,  Christian  man.  I  trust  the  executive  committee  will 
give  Youngstown  no  rest  until  an  association  is  established  on  a 
healthy  basis." 

Five  weeks  after,  March  18,  Rev.  D.  H.  Evans,  of  Youngstown, 
writes :  "  The  visit  of  the  delegation  has  resulted  in  good.  Some 
of  our  young  men  were  awakened  to  effort.  A '  Young  People's  As- 
sociation'  was  quietly  organized  for  work.  The  plan  is,  to  hold 
prayer-meetings  and  start  Sunday-schools  wherever  needed.  Al- 
ready, in  the  upper  part  of  the  city,  a  good  weekly  prayer-meeting 
is  held ;  and  one  flourishing  Sunday-school  has  been  started.  I 
hope  for  much  more  good  as  a  result  of  your  visit." 

Salem.  Visited  February  10-12.  This  city,  of  8300  inhabi- 
tants, has  admirable  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms,  "  worthy  of  a  population 
of  ten  thousand.  The  appearance  of  every  thing  was, '  This  is  for 
use,  and  is  being  well  used.'"  A  building  fund  of  $6000  was 
promised  daring  the  meeting. 

A  month  later,  MarcJi  20,  Rev.  H.  B.  Fry  writes :  "  Our  people 
were  much  benefited  by  the  visit  of  the  delegates.  Our  association 
here  has  been  stirred  up  to  inventiveness  and  the  adoption  of  more 
variety  in  the  means  employed  for  sustaining  interest  in  meetings 
and  conferences.  The  brethren  who  traveled  awhile  with  the  de- 
legation were  deeply  awakened.  One  of  their  number  has  lately 
been  holding  a  meeting  in  this  neighborhood,  which  has  resulted 
in  80  hopeful  conversions.  /  would  suggest  that  hereafter,  wfien 
visitations  of  this  kind  are  made,  the  churches  should  be  asked  to  do 
work  in  preparation  for  them.  I  feel  the  deep  need  there  is  that  the 
church  and  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  should  work  together."  This  sugges- 
tion is  embodied  in  Mr.  Burnell's  report. 

Canton.  Visited  February  13-14.  "  Spacious,  commodious 
rooms,  donated  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  rent  free,  for  15  years.  Yet  we 
found  them  debating  the  question  of  abandoning  the  enterprise !" 

A  month  afterward,  March  17,  Mr.  E.  G.  Patterson  writes :  "  The 
visit  of  your  delegation  has  been  greatly  blessed  to  us.  The  daily 
prayer-meeting  started,  as  one  result,  has  been  much  better  attend- 
ed than  its  most  ardent  friends  expected.  Such  visitations  are 
widely  needed.  It  would  be  well  to  consult  beforehand  ministers 
in  each  place,  telling  them  the  object  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  unde- 
nominational character  of  the  meetings  ;  that  converts  are  urged 
to  join  some  branch  of  the  church,  hut  no  sectarian  pressure  is  felt 
or  hinted  at.  Unrestrained  cordiality  on  the  part  of  all  ministers 
would  be  in  this  way  secured." 

MassiUon.  Visited  February  15-16.  "At  the  closing  ser- 
vice," says  Mr.  Burnell's  report,  "  one  hundred  members  were  se- 
cured for  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  $200  were  raised  toward  expenses." 

A  month  later,  Mr.  J.  E.  Russell  writes :  "  The  coming  of  the 
delegation  has  been  a  theme  of  thanksgiving  in  all  our  meetings. 
We  have  perfected  our  Y.  M.  C.  A  organization  and  entered  our 
new  rooms  a  few  days  ago,  (March  13th,)  starting  at  that  time  a 
daily  prayer-meeting,  which  we  hope  to  sustain.  Our  whole  com- 
munity seem  to  feel  an  interest  in  the  association  and  its  work." 

Columbus.  Visited  February  18  and  19.  "  In  the  State  Peni- 
tentiary at  Columbus,"  says  Mr.  Burnell  in  his  report,  "  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  meetings  of  the  campaign  took  place.  More  than 
one  thousand  men,  led  by  their  prison-irons,  entered  the  room  and 
joined  heartily  in  the  singing.  A  session  of  nearly  three  hours  was 
continued  with  unabated  interest  to  the  close.  In  the  afternoon  of 
Sunday,  several  prayer-meetings  were  held,  over  two  hundred 
being  present  at  each.  The  association  in  the  prison  is  admirable 
in  its  work  and  influence  among  the  inmates." 

Mansfield.     Visited   February  30-21.     "A    Y.   M.  C.    A. 


daily  prayer-meeting  has  been  sustained  for  more  than  two  yeais. 
It  is  an  association  of  workers.  In  all  meetings  in  school-houses 
within  a  circuit  of  ten  miles,  their  influence  is  powerfully  felt.  Their 
'  consecrated  dozen'  is  the  central  vitalizing  agency.  These  leading 
members  put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  the  devotional  commit- 
tee, and  look  on  the  bulletin  board  to  see  to  what  duty  they  are 
assigned.  The  MausfieUl  delegates  have  thrilled  many  of  our  au- 
diences during  the  crusade  by  narratives  of  the  wonderful  blessings 
that  have  attended  their  efforts  in  filling  the  appointments  to  which 
they  have  been  in  this  way  assigned." 

Bucyrus.  Visited  February  25  and  26.  A  correspondent 
writes  us  from  this  place  concerning  the  visit  of  the  delegation  : 

"  A  coincident  event  of  great  local  interest  was  the  opening  of 
the  rooms  of  the  Bucyrus  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Founded  a  little  more  than 
a  year  ago,  the  association  has  been  at  times  in  a  languishing  con- 
dition. We  had  no  suitable  place  of  meeting.  But  we  have  lately, 
through  a  kind  Providence,  been  provided  with  a  place  eminently 
fitted  for  our  purposes — central,  convenient,  capacious,  and  invit- 
ing. These  rooms  were  dedicated  during  the  visit  of  the  delegates. 
At  the  close  of  the  mass  meeting  on  the  eve  of  the  29th,  an  appeal 
was  made  for  $400  to  relieve  the  association  of  debt  incurred  in 
fitting  up  these  rooms.  A  few  minutes  sufficed  to  satisfy  tho  de- 
mand, and  to  give  assurance  of  public  sympathy.  Our  prayer  and 
reading-rooms  invite  all  to  devotion,  and  to  a  place  of  quiet  and 
profitable  resort." 

Mount  Vernon.  Visited  February  27  and  28.  "At  the 
closing  service  in  Mount  Vernon,"  says  Mr.  Burnell,  "  we  were  all 
happily  disappointed  by  the  success  of  an  effort  to  raise  $300  for 
current  Y.  M.  C.  A.  expenses.  During  the  collection,  a  man  rose 
to  Bay  that  he  would  donate  new  rooms  in  a  new  block,  central  and 
desirable.  It  was  understood  to  be  an  additional  $200.  We  all 
took  courage." 

Two  weeks  afterward,  March  16,  Rev.  T.  E.  Mowray  writes  from 
Mount  Vernon :  "  Your  visit  has  awakened  fresh  interest  in  our 
association  among  Christian  men  and  non-professors.  Our  new 
rooms  will  be  beautifully  and  tastefully  carpeted.  We  enter  them 
April  1st.  I  think,  however,  the  most  important  result  of  the  meet- 
ing here  is  seen  in  the  desire  of  our  young  men  to  be  personally 
useful.  Many  have  publicly  pledged  themselves  to  lives  of  earnest, 
Christian  work.  In  our  own  church  I  see  the  same  indications, 
especially  in  our  young  people's  meetings.  I  think  the  permanent 
results  of  the  campaign  will  depend  largely  on  tho  way  in  which 
Christians  and  ministers  follow  up  the  subjects  discussed  and  the 
suggestions  given  concerning  Christian  work.  We  are  taking 
this  time,  too,  to  break  up  old  habits  in  the  prayer-meeting,  so  that 
each  moment  shall  be  occupied,  and  the  hour  conscientiously  used 
as  ChriBt's." 

Oranville.  Visited  March  2.  Letter  doled  March  16.  The 
meetings  were  marked  by  peculiar  interest ;  and  Rev.  A.  S.  Dud- 
ley writes,  two  weeks  later,  March  16 :  "  Your  meetings  brought 
the  several  churches  together,  and  furnished  that  kind  of  union 
effort  which  was  necessary  to  make  the  Christian  element  more 
prominent  than  denominational  feelings.  I  can  not  give  you  a 
better  impression  of  the  results  than  to  say  that  some  backsliders 
have  been  reclaimed,  and  some  souls  have  been  converted  through 
God's  blessing  on  the  efforts  made  in  your  meetings  here." 

Mr.  Charles  M.  Parker,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Oranville, 
writes  us :  "  We  have  nearly  doubled  the  membership  of  our  as- 
sociation since  the  visit  of  the  State  delegation  on  the  second  of 
March." 

Coshocton.  Visited  March  8.  "  At  the  evening  service,  our 
highest  hopes  were  exceeded  by  the  raising  of  over  $100.  A  citizen 
offered  to  the  proposed  Y.  M.  C.  A  rooms  at  his  command,  if  they 
would  answer  our  purpose." 

ZanesviUe.  Visited  March  10-12.  A  few  days  after  this 
visit,  Rev.  L.  Hall,  of  ZanesviUe,  writes :  "  The  meetings  met  with 
quite  general  favor.  We  are  now  holding  prayer-meetings  each 
eveping,  as  a  result  of  your  visit,  in  the  Y.  M  C.  A  rooms,  and 
they  are  well  attended  and  spiritual." 
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Steubenville.  Visited  Mardi  4,  5,  and  6.  Of  the  result  of 
the  visit  at  Steubenville,  Mr.  J.  Buchanan  writes,  ten  day*  after, 
March  16 :  "  We  had  a  meeting  of  our  board  of  directors  last  night, 
and  all  expressed  their  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  the  visit  of 
your  delegation,  our  people  have  been  roused  to  the  importance  of 
keeping  up  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  working  more  diligently  for  the 
Master.    A  boys'  association  is  in  process  of  formation." 

Cambridge.  Visited  March  9.  Mr.  M.  Barnes  writes,  a  week 
after  the  visit,  March  16:  "Your  meetings  have  made  deep  and 
lasting  impressions.  Denominational  exclusiveness  bas  been  broken 
down  to  some  extent.  Certainly  nothing  was  more  needed  here 
than  the  bringing  of  our  Christian  people  upon  this  common  plat- 
form. Sectarian  middle  walls  of  partition  have  too  long  kept  the 
followers  of  Christ  from  seeing  eye  to  eye,  and  from  knowing  the 
sweet  treasures  of  Christian  love  that  lay  buried  in  their  hearts." 

Hamilton.  Last  place  visited,  March  17-19.  "  At  the  clog, 
ing  session,  Sunday  evening,  $200  were  raised  for  current  Y,  M.  C. 
A.  expenses."  Mr.  \V.  C.  Miller,  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.( 
writes  the  day  after,  (March  20 :)  "  Numbers  have  already  told  me 
that  they  would  hereafter  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  association. 
We  have  established  a  daily  morning  prayer-meeting,  and  shall 
endeavor  to  keep  it  up." 

Tlie  Boys'  Association  in  Hamilton,  Ohio.    One  of 

the  members  of  the  Boys'  Association  .in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  writes, 
"  The  boys  of  this  place  organized  a  Christian  Association  on  the 
22d  of  March,  ten  earnest  Christian  boys  joining  in  the  work.  We 
now  have  eighteen  members.  We  meet  every  Sunday  afternoon 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  From 
twenty-five  to  thirty  boys  attend.  The  aim  of  this  association  is  to 
bring  in  those  who  do  not  go  to  Sunday-school,  and  teach  them 
about  Jesus.  We  have  been  organized  such  a  short  time,  we  are 
not  able  to  report  more  than  this  at  present." 


JTezvs  of  Associations. 

A  YEAR'S  WORK  IN  TWO  LARGE  CITIES. 

Annual  Reports  from  New- York  and  Cincinnati.  Since 
our  last  issue,  we  have  received  pamphlet  reports  detailing  the 
work  accomplished  during  last  year  by  our  associations  in  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati.  A  summary  of  the  report  from  each  city  will 
be  instructive. 

The  First  Tear  (1870)  in  the  Hew  Building  in 
Kew-York  is  looked  back  upon  with  "  deep  gratitude."  The 
Finance  Committee  close  the  year  with  a  small  balance  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  association,  and  record  the  payment  of  the  floating  debt 
upon  the  building  of  $31,000.  The  debt  incurred  in  furnishing 
the  building  was  also  canceled.  It  is  intended  that  a  sinking  fund 
shall  at  once  be  established,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
funded  debt  of  $150,000.  The  income  from  the  building  after  de- 
ducting its  expenses  was  only  $5605.  The  total  expenses  of  the 
year  have  been  $32,101.  About  half  of  this  sum  has  been  realized 
from  members'  dues,  the  rest  by  donations  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
building. 

The  Lecture  Committee  provide  for  the  delivery  of  sermons,  lec- 
tures, aud  addresses,  and  have  charge  of  the  Regular  Monthly 
Meeting,  and  of  the  Monthly  Reception  of  the  members  and  their 
lady  friends.  The  Receptions  have  been  largely  attended.  It  is  t> 
be  regretted  that  the  interest  in  the  Monthly  Meetings  has  not  in 
creased  in  as  marked  a  degree  as  in  the  other  meetings.  By  far 
the  most  successful  feature  of  this  work  has  been  the  Convkrsa 
tional  Bible-Class,  conducted  by  William  H.  Thomson,  M.D., 
(Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  Medical  College,)  in 
the  hall  of  the  Association,  each  Lord's  day  afternoon.  In  another 
column  Dr.  Morse  gives  a  description  of  this  class,  that  will  be  read 
with  interest. 

The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Distribution  have  printed  up- 
ward of  116,000  cards  and  circulars,  and  distributed  besides  25,000 
tracts. 

The  Colored  Association  have  moved  into  new  rooms  and  report 
progress ;  but  as  most  of  the  members  are  employed  till  a  late  hour 
in  the  evening,  they  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  devote  much  time 
to  the  work  of  reaching  young  men. 

The  Committee  on  Booms  and  Library  report  the  reading-room 
well  supplied  with  78  daily  and  99  weekly  papers,  and  90  monthly 
and  17  quarterly  magazines ;  1761  valuable  books  have  been  added 
to  the  library  by  purchase,  and  261  by  donation,  daring  the  year. 
It  contains  now  3727  volumes.  New  apparatus  in  the  gymnasium 
has  made  healthful  exercise  accessible  to  a  larger  number  than 
could  before  be  accommodated.  The  evening  classes  in  French, 
German,  book-keeping,  and  writing  are  each  taught  three  evenings 
in  every  week. 

The  Invitation  Committee  place  in  forty  of  the  principal  hotels, 
every  Saturday,  notices  calling  the  attention  of  strangers  to  our 
religious  meetings.  Invitations  to  the  building  and  meetings  have 
been  sent  to  all  the  students  in  the  schools  of  law  and  medicine, 
and  in  other  institutions  of  learning.  Young  men,  in  relation  to 
whom  anxious  friends  have  written,  have  been  visited  by  this  com- 
mittee. To  this  work  they  have  added  a  systematic  visitation  of 
all  persons  elected  to  associate  membership. 

The  Membership  Committee  have  recommended  to  membership 
3521  persons.  The  total  membership  is  now  6269.  Of  the  coope- 
rating members  of  the  committee,  at  least  five  are  at  the  rooms 
every  evening  to  welcome  all  young  men  and  strangers,  and  make 
them  feel  at  home.     While  on  duty  they  wear  a  ribbon  badge. 

The  Employment  Committee  have  received  more  numerous  appli- 
cations than  ever  before ;  but,  owing  to  the  dullness  of  trade,  great 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  prosecuting  its  work  successfully. 
Our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  merchants  who  in- 
form us  of  vacancies  in  their  offices. 

The  Boarding-Souse  Committee  keep  a  list  at  the  rooms,  accessi- 
ble at  all  times,  of  carefully  inspected  houses  where  vacancies  oc- 
cur. The  importance  of  such  a  record  to  young  men  can  not  be 
overlooked.    To  this  might  be  added  the  names  of  such  private 


-4.1!  Union-town,  Pa.,  the  association  early  in  March  publicly 
opened  their  rooms.  There  was  a  large  audience,  with  good  mu- 
sic and  addresses.  The  rooms  have  been  well  attended  ever  since. 
A  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  now  held.  They  expect  shortly  to 
commence  cottage-meetings. 

The  number  of  names  on  the  roll  is  about  100.  There  are  15  or 
20  active  members,  who  are  setting  about  the  work  with  earnest- 
ness and  zeal.  Q.  T.  R. 

At  New-Cumberland,  Pa.,  an  association  was  lately  orga- 
nized through  the  activity  of  the  Committee  on  New  Associations 
in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Four  members  of  this  com- 
mittee visited  New-Cumberland  April  8th,  and  the  result  of  con- 
sultation with  brethren  on  the  ground  was  the  formation  of  an 
association. 

From  Hanover,  Pa.,  a  correspondent  writes :  "  Our  associa- 
tion was  formed  about  sixteen  months  ago,  under  very  flattering  cir- 
cumstances. We  began  holding  weekly  prayer-meetings  from  house 
to  house.  God  showed  his  approval  at  our  first  meeting,  where 
some  backsliders  were  reclaimed.  About  forty-nine  cottage  prayer- 
meetings  were  held  in  town  during  the  year,  and  fifty-two  in  our 
rooms.  Many  of  them  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  as  precious  ma- 
nifestations of  God's  presence  and  power.  For  about  nine  months, 
we  held  a  cottage  prayer-meeting  every  Sunday  night,  at  Sher- 
ry stown,  three  miles  from  town.  This  meeting  has  resulted  in  a 
precious  revival ;  some  sixteen  or  eighteen  are  already  converted. 
We  have  turned  the  meeting  over  to  a  minister,  of  the  Gospel,  who 
took  great  interest  in  it.  It  is  now  being  conducted  with  blessed 
results.  We  have  rooms  in  a  central  location,  reading-room,  libra- 
ry, and  a  committee-room.  Our  town  is  small ;  our  membership 
last  year  was  about  eighty.  We  have  some  workmen  of  whom  we 
are  not  ashamed.  We  have  great  reason  to  thank  God,  and  take 
courage.  J.  J.  B." 
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JTews  of  Association;, 

families  as  would  be  willing  to  take  one  or  two  young  men  of 
good  character.  The  latter  list  might  be  in  charge  of  the  Assis- 
tant Secretary,  and  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  no  young  man  whose 
moral  character  could  not  be  fully  vouched  for. 

The  Committee  on  tin  Visitation  of  the  Sick  have  tenderly  cared 
for  all  young  men  brought  to  their  notice,  who  have  been  sick  and 
homeless,  and  they  have  supplied  them  with  help  and  consolation, 
both  physical  and  spiritual. 

The  Committee  on  Detotioiud  and  Social  Meeting*  aid  the  secre- 
tary in  caring  for  the  various  social  religious  meetings  held  in  the 
rooms — the  daily  union  meeting  at  4  p.m.,  the  young  men's  meet- 
ings on  Thursday  evening  at  8,  on  Saturday  evening  at  9,  and  on 
Sunday  evening  at  6.30  o'clock,  and  the  boys'  meeting  at  7^  on  Sa- 
turday evening.  The  members  of  the  committee  have  sole  charge 
of  the  thirteen  cottage  meetings,  and  of  the  meetings  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Association  in  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  and 
Bellovue  Hospital.  All  the  meetings,  excepting  that  held  in  the 
Eye  aud  Ear  Infirmary,  were  carried  on  without  interruption  dur- 
ing the  entire  year,  or  from  the  time  of  their  establishment.  There 
has  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  work  of  the  committee. 

The  experience  of  the  Committee  on  Open-Air  Services,  for  the 
past  three  summers,  proves  that  large  numbers  can  be  brought 
under  the  influences  of  the  Gospel,  with  peculiar  success,  by  these 
services.  It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  we  have  encountered  ob- 
stacles from  the  authorities  of  our  city  in  this  work,  aud  that  the 
Uearty  support  given  to  all  such  efforts  in  the  cities  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  and  in  every  other  city  in  our  own  country,  has 
been  denied  us  here.  Meetings  were  held  statedly  every  pleasant 
Lord's  day  from  May  to  October,  at  seven  localities.  An  eighth 
meeting  was  held  on  every  Thursday  evening.  Many  conversions 
nave  been  traced  to  attendance  upon  these  meetings. 

In  the  Musical  Department,  large  classes  in  vocal  instruction 
have  been  formed,  under  accomplished  teachers. 

The  meetings  of  the  Church  Committee  have  been  full  of  spirit, 
and  the  work  of  interesting  young  men  in  attending  church  ser- 
vices and  in  organized  church  work  has  not  been  without  blessed 
fruit. 

The  members  of  the  Literary  Clots  have  held  their  meetings  on 
'he  first  and  third  Monday  evenings  of  each  month,  and  the  exer- 
cises have  united  instruction,  culture,  and  recreation.  The  Harlem 
Branch  with  371  members,  the  Eastern  Branch  with  175  members, 
and  the  Western  Branch  with  about  100  members,  have  accom- 
plished excellent  and  fruitful  work.  The  last-named,  however,  has 
suffered  from  the  lack  of  local  Christian  sympathy  and  support. 

In  summing  up  the  results,  the  report  says,  '  Our  departments 
of  education  and  recreation  have  more  than  met  our  expectations. 
While  the  young  men  of  this  city  need  all  the  secular  agencies 
now  in  operation  in  the  association,  (which  should  be  largely  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  classes  in  mathematics,  mechanical 
drawing,  aud  the  natural  sciences,  and  in  ancient  and  modern 
languages,  other  than  those  now  instituted,  as  soon  as  funds  or  en- 
dowments can  be  procured  for  their  maintenance,)  yet  the  associa- 
tion will  have  failed  of  its  high  aim,  unless  the  vast  numbers  of 
young  men  who  crowd  the  boarding-houses  and  places  of  business 
in  this  city,  are  led  by  the  blessing  of  God  to  a  life  of  decided  and 
manly  piety." 

Hie  Year's  Work  in  Cincinnati.  The  Finance  Com- 
mittee close  the  year  with  a  balance  on  hand.  The  receipts  have 
been  $8347,  and  the  expenses  $8298. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Lang  Sheeff,  narrates 
many  incidents  of  persons  converted  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms. 
Sixty -five  young  men  have  been  led  to  join  the  church,  and  seven 
are  studying  for  the  ministry.  The  daily  attendance  of  readers  at 
the  rooms  has  been  30,  and  in  the  evening  this  increases  to  120. 
Ten  free  concerts,  48  singing  meetings,  40  Sunday  evening  meet- 
ings are  interesting  items  in  the  work  of  the  year.  The  superin- 
tendent has  attended  630  meetings,  and  reports  335  conversa- 


32,300  religious  papers  and  20,000 


The  read- 
17  foreign 


tions  on  personal  religion, 
tracts  have  been  distributed. 

Tho  Library  contains  700  well-selected  volumes, 
ing-room  is  furnished  with  50  papers,  39  home  and 
monthly  magazines. 

The  Reception  Committee  have  been  at  tho  rooms  250  evenings 
of  the  year  to  welcome  strangers.  On  the  evenings  of  religious 
meetings  they  have  stood  on  the  street  and  invited  passers-by  to 
walk  in.    Much  good  has  resulted  from  this  method. 

The  Membersldp  of  the  Association  numbers  654,  487  being 
active  and  117  associate. 

The  Employment  Committee  gives  an  encouraging  report  of  the 
1264  applicants  who  registered  their  names ;  as  many  as  605  ob- 
tained situations  through  the  aid  of  the  association. 

The  various  committees  appointed  for  conducting  the  Bible-classes, 
the  prayer-meetings,  the  various  Sabbath  services  at  the  Booms, 
County  Jail,  Newport  Barracks,  City  Workhouse,  Hospital,  open-air 
preaching,  and  directing  the  social  meetings,  as  well  as  those  for 
finding  employment  for  young  men,  securing  proper  boarding- 
houses,  selecting  books  and  periodicals,  obtaining  lecturers,  receiv- 
ing of  young  men  at  the  rooms,  and  soliciting  new  members ;  all 
these,  says  the  report,  have  acquitted  themselves  with  credit. 

The  association  has  been  appointed  to  conduct  the  religious  ser- 
vices at  the  City  Workhouse.  The  Sabbath  Evening  Services  at  the 
rooms  have  been  well  sustained,  the  average  attendance  being  160. 
The  Bible-class  meets  every  Sunday  afternoon  at  4  o'clock,  con- 
ducted by  a  member  of  the  association;  average  attendance,  30. 
The  Noonday  Prayer-Meeting  has  been  continued  for  four  years. 
God  has  unmistakably  poured  out  his  Spirit  from  time  to  timo 
upon  these  meetings,  to  the  saving  of  many  souls.  The  average 
attendance  for  the  past  year  has  been  22.  The  Strangers' 
Home  was  opened  October  1st,  1869,  and  closed  April  1st,  1870. 
Meals  were  furnished  at  cost,  and  lodgings  "  free,"  to  those  that 
could  not  elsewhere  obtain  refuge.  Upward  of  1500  men  and  boys 
were  thus  relieved,  and  15,000  lodgings  provided.  Religious  ser- 
vices were  held  every  evening.  Many  found  peace  in  believing  in 
our  dear  Redeemer,  and  numbers  obtained  honorable  employment. 
Free  Lectures  have  been  delivered  at  the  rooms  by  eminent  men, 
and  frequently  to  very  crowded  audiences.  Free  Concerts  have 
been  given  at  the  rooms,  conducted  by  amateurs,  every  alternate 
Thursday  evening.  The  other  Thursday  evenings  of  each  month 
were  devoted  to  social  singing  exercises  by  tho  audience.  The 
concerts  have  exceeded  our  expectations,  the  attendance  being  often 
so  large  that  many  failed  to  obtain  admittance. 

A  Laymen's  Institute,  for  qualifying  and  teaching  laymen  how 
to  work,  was  established  last  year,  and  again  continued  the  current 
year,  conducted  by  three  distinguished  theologians,  and  continued 
three  days,  with  three  lectures  each  day.  The  Institute  was  a  gra- 
tifying success. 

Thanksgiving,  Cftristmas,  and  New- Tear's  days  were  celebrated 
on  the  part  of  the  association  by  liberal  Christian  hospitality  at  the 
Rooms,  the  Strangers'  Home,  and  the  Workhouse. 

The  report  closes  with  a  strong  appeal  for  an  association  build- 
ing.   

Temperance  and  Tobacco.—"  A  young  man  came  into 
the  T.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  in  Pittsburg,  and  said  he  wanted  to  sign 
the  pledge.  He  was  going  to  leave  the  city  to  be  gone  for  a  long 
time  ;  had  been  attending  our  weekly  temperance  meetings,  and 
being  addicted  to  drinking,  had  resolved  to  give  it  up.  He  wanted 
to  sign  the  pledge  before  he  went  away.     The  secretary  filled  up 


one  of  the  temperance  pledges ;  but  the  form  had  in  it  a  clause 
about  abstinence  from  the  use  of  tobacco.  He  was  going  to  draw 
his  pen  through  this,  when  the  young  man  read  it,  and  taking  a 
large  plug  of  '  niggerhead '  from  his  pocket,  threw  it  into  the 
spittoon,  and  said, '  Well,  I  guess  I  may  as  well  do  it  now  as  any 
time ;  so  leave  the  tobacco  clause  in.'  He  then  signed  the  pledge  , 
and,  after  an  earnest  admonition  to  ask  God  to  help  him  keep  it, 
left,  with  a  copy  of  the  pledge  signed  by  himself  in  his  pocket." 
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OF    TIIE    EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    Y.    M.  C.   A.  OF    THE 
UNITED   STATES  AND  BRITISH   TKOYINCES. 

BRITISH    PROVINCES. 

MAUITIME  PROVINCES. 

Sixteen,  Associations  added  to  t/ie  List !  Seven 
Associations  preparing  to  build! !  Nova  Scotia,  Xew- 
Brunswick,  and  Priuco  Edward  Island  some  time  ago  united 
in  convention  under  the  name  of  the  "  Convention  of  Y.  M.  C.  Asso- 
ciations for  the  Maritime  Provinces  of  British  America,"  and  have 
held  four  annual  conventions,  the  last  of  which  met  in  September, 
1870,  at  Charlottetown,  P.  E.  Island.  Nova  Scotia  sent  the  largest 
delegation,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  number.  The  other 
provinces  sent  their  quota,  and  the  meetings  were  exceedingly  inter- 
esting, the  churches  where  the  convention  was  held  being  crowded. 
Mission-work  was  enthusiastically  undertaken  in  the  open  air, 
from  house  to  house,  in  the  jail,  and  in  the  asylum. 

The  association  and  the  churches  in  Charlottetown  were  revived. 
The  young  men,  at  a  special  meeting,  held  on  the  eve  of  the  de 
parture  of  the  delegates,  In  goodly  number  came  forward  and 
united  with  the  association,  and  resolved  to  work  for  Christ.  They 
have  faithfully  carried  out  their  resolution.  Crowded  prayer  and 
other  meetings  have  been  held  in  Charlottetown  ever  since.  A 
lot  of  ground  has  been  purchased,  and  arrangements  are  in  pro- 
gress for  a  building. 

Sixteen  will  be  added  to  the  list  of  associations  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  Cape  Breton  "  not  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Indianapolis 
Convention."  Like  other  districts,  we  have  some  associations 
which  have  only  tho  name  ;  but  the  organization  is  there,  and, 
when  prompted  to  move,  some  of  the  leading  men  make  an  effort 
and  move  the  others,  and  hence,  when  called  on  in  any  emergency, 
even  tho  weakest  among  them  are  found  "  moving  into  line." 

Of  t\e  larger  associations,  those  in  Pictou,  New-Glasgow,  Truro, 
and  some  other  places  have  made  good  progress,  and  manifest 
a  lively  interest  in  the  work.  In  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward 
Island,  active  preparations  are  now  made  by  seven  associations  to 
build  edifices  of  their  own.  In  Halifax,  much  has  been  accom- 
plished by  our  members.  The  new  mission  church  in  Barrick 
street  is  crowded  ever/  Sunday  afternoon  by  attendance  upon  a 
union  prayer-meeting.  Besides  doing  other  good  work  in  the  city, 
delegations  of  our  members,  including  leading  Christian  men,  have 
visited  associations  east  and  west,  and  have  stimulated  Christian 
activity  wherever  they  have  gone. 

[Jamca  Farqnhar,  Cor.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  Xova  Scotia. 

The  Building  Fund  in  Pictou,  N.  S.  The  President 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  Pictou,  Nova  Scotia, 
George  A.  Christie,  M.D.,  sends  the  following  cheering  intelli- 
gence : 

"  We  are  starting  a  building  fund,  intending  to  erect  an  edifice 
for  association  purixiscs  worth  $12,000.  We  are  succeeding  so 
well  that  we  h»i>e  to  have  half  of  the  amount  we  need  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Our  daily  prayer-meeting  is  still  sustained  as  well  as 
our  cottage-meetings.  A  prayer-meeting  held  on  Sabbath  after. 
noons  in  the  largest  hall  in  the  town  is  crowded,  and  has  been  so 
for  about  eighteen  months." 


|  The  St.  John's  Association  has  a  membership  of  610,  which  is  a 
|  net  increase  of  70  during  the  year.  The  Interest  of  members  in 
the  literary  department  has  slightly  declined,  while  tho  religious 
meetings  are  better  attended.  The  Sabbath  evening  prayernuit 
ings  (established  since  last  annual  report)  are  crowded  every  ses 
sion  with  persons  of  all  classes.  Cottage  prayer-tneetingt  are  held, 
and  tracts  are  distributed  in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

The  regular  prayer  and  literary  meetings  at  the  rooms  are  well 
sustained,  and  the  average  attendance  daily  at  the  reading-room 
is  40. 

Of  the  other  associations,  that  at  Fredericton  promises  to  be  the 
most  considerable,  as  it  is  situated  in  the  capital  town  of  the  pro- 
vince. 

Lecture*  have  been  given  in  several  of  the  country  associations, 
and  regular  prayer-meetings  have  been  sustained  in  most  of  them 
In  one  place,  the  association  prayer-meeting  is  the  only  regular 
weekly  religious  service  held. 

One  or  two  associations  are  almost  extinct,  but  I  do  not  wish  to 
remove  them  from  the  roll  as  yet. 

The  convention  of  the  association  of  the  maritime  provinces 
will  be  held  in  St.  John's  early  in  July,  and  we  expect  great  sti- 
mulus to  the  work  from  the  gathering. 

(Joshua  Clawaou,  Cur.  Mem.  Ex.  Com.  for  New-Brnanrick. 


NEW-BRUNSWICK. 

A  Dozen  Associations  in  Xew-Br-unswick.  Steady 
Progress.  In  New-Brunswick  there  were,  last  year,  eleven 
associations :  St.  John,  Bathnrst,  Chatham,  Richibucto,  Newcastle, 
Carleton,  Moncton,  Petitcodiac,  Upper  Norton,  Central  Norton, 
and  St.  Andrew's. 

An  association  has  sinco  been  started  at  Fredericton,  with  pro- 
mise of  success.  Efforts  have  been  made  in  other  directions,  but 
with  results  not  yet  worthy  of  record. 


ONTARIO. 

Causes  of  Failure  in  some  Places,  Progress  made 
elsewltere. — The  association  work  of  the  past  year  has  not  been 
so  satisfactory  as  in  some  previous  years.  Several  of  our  large 
towns  and  two  of  our  cities  are  now  without  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  This  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted.  Several  reasons  for  it  might  be  named : 
1st.  They  do  not  see  or  hear  enough  of  the  great  work  doing  in 
and  by  such  societies  in  other  places.  Not  sending  delegates 
either  to  the  International  or  Provincial  Conventions,  they  are  cut 
off  from  the  great  body  of  fellowmembers.  3d.  They  do  not  sab- 
scribe  for  the  Association  Monthly,  the  London  T.  M.  C.  A.,  or 
Quarterly  Messenger,  and  therefore  are  not  posted  up  on  associa- 
tion work,  its  progressive  character,  its  wonderful  power  for  good, 
and  its  blessed  results.  3d.  Another  reason  is,  want  of  fraternal 
visitation.  In  a  small  town,  where  the  membership  is  limited  and 
its  resources  restricted,  the  burden  of  carrying  on  the  work  de- 
volves upon  a  very  few,  who  need  the  occasional  assistance  or  sug- 
gestion of  some  member  or  a  delegation  from  a  sister  association, 
or  the  wise  counsel  of  some  skilled  association  worker,  and  want 
regular  systematic  reports  from  and  visitation  of  our  smaller  asso- 
ciations. We  require  to  keep  alive  the  bond  of  brotherly  com- 
munion with  them.  I  rejoice  that  Hamilton,  St.  Catharine's,  Tor- 
onto, and  several  other  places,  have,  during  the  past  year,  carried 
forward  the  work  vigorously,  and  earnestly  hope  and  pray  that 
some  system  may  soon  be  devised  for  reaching  and  assisting  those 
who  are  laboring  amid  difficulty  and  discouragement  in  the 
smaller  towns  of  our  province. 

[William  Anderson,  Cor.  Kern,  of  Bx.  Com.  air  Ontario. 


UNITED    STATES. 
MAINE. 

More  Personal  Effort  Xeeded.  Tile  year  just  closing 
has  developed  but  little  of  general  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  this  State.  We  have  held  our  own,  but  while  some  of 
the  associations  have  been  doing  aggressive  work,  many  have  been 
seemingly  satisfied  to  simply  hold  on  to  their  organization.  In 
two  or  three  places,  revivals  have  been  reported  in  connection  with 
our  work,  but  much,  very  much,  remains  to  be  done  by  us  liefore 
the  full  measure  of  success  is  gained.  Wo  believe  that  it  is  our 
experience  that  where  earnest  personal  labor  has  been  put  forth  by 
any  number  of  our  members,  there  the  favor  of  the  Lord  has  fol- 
lowed, and  association  and  community  have  alike  been  blessed. 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

1»  Pom  SMOCTn,  since  the  organization  of  the  four  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of 
the  different  churches  of  that  city  into  one  union  organization,  they 
have  prospered,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  have  248  members,  in- 
cluding 7  life-members,  who  give  %  10  each.  Rooms  on  Congress 
street. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  organized  at  Center  Harbor  is  progressing 
finely,  with  Mr.  S.  F.  Emery  as  President,  and  E.  E.  Clark,  Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

President  Emery  of  Canterbury,  writes  that  he  is  glad  to 
report  his  association  as  active,  and  that  most  of  the  members  are 
deeply  engaged  in  the  work.  They  have  lately  been  cheered  by 
witnessing  quite  a  religions  interest,  the  result  of  prayerful  and 
protracted  effort. 

Tubs  Nashua  Association  have  rooms  in  Fisher's  Block,  Main 
street.  From  30  to  40  members  are  engaged  in  holding  cottage 
prayer-meetings.  A  number  of  other  meetings  are  also  held  during 
the  week,  and  the  result  is,  that  more  interest  is  manifested  in  the 
churches.  We  find  that  those  who  are  indifferent  to  Christian 
work  will  help  sustain  a  cottage-meeting,  and  before  they  are 
aware  of  it  are  taking  up  their  neglected  duties  in  their  own 
church.  [E.  O.  Blunt,  Cor.  Mem.  of  Ex.  Com.  for  New-Hampshire. 

VERMONT. 

No  special  report  has  lately  been  received.  To  the  last  State 
convention  delegates  came  from  thirty-two  associations.  Eight 
new  association!?  had  been  formed  during  the  year  then  closing. 
We  have  the  following  recent  news  of 

The  work  in  Rutland.  The  annual  report  of  the  directors  of 
the  Rutland  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  submitted  April  10th,  states  that  every 
week  the  regular  prayer-meeting  has  been  attended  with  good  in- 
terest, while,  with  equal  regularity,  another  has  been  well  and 
fruitfully  sustained  in  the  county  jail.  A  Bible-doss  started  in 
February  has  been  encouragingly  carried  on.  In  three  outlying 
districts,  Sabbath  services  have  been  maintained  "  with  an  interest 
in  proportion  to  that  manifested  by  the  delegates  attending  and 
conducting  them." 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Activity  and  Progress  in  tlte  Work. — Massachusetts 
has  one  more  association  than  a  year  ago.  A  favorable  interest 
is  manifested  in  our  cause  in  this  State.  Many  of  these  organiza- 
tions have  been  the  centres  of  revivals  of  religion,  and  some  the 
scene  of  constant  revival  throughout  the  year.  One  association  dis- 
tricted their  town,  and  went  out  two  by  two,  visiting  every  family 
for  conversation,  scattering  little  books,  inviting  to  church  those 
who  had  absented  themselves,  and  all  to  attend  their  prayer-meet- 
ings. The  pastor  giving  full  sympathy,  invited  a  revivalist  to  his 
pulpit,  large  numbers  were  converted,  and  the  work  spread  to  the 
neighboring  towns.  In  one  of  these  towns,  a  Christian  association 
was  organized.  This  was  all  in  a  farming  community,  sparsely 
settled.  Nine  daily  prayer-meetings  are  held  by  the  associations 
of  this  State.  In  some  of  the  smaller  cities,  they  have  been  very 
successful.  Personal  effort  at  beginning  and  close  of  such  meet- 
ings is  indispensable  to  success.  We  hear  of  some  excellent  social 
gatherings,  which  have  added  new  life.  We  need  such  influences 
to  attract  young  men  to  us.  Prayer  and  preaching  alone  won't  do 
it.  Professor  Woods,  of  Andover,  once  said,  "  Bait  your  hook,  have 
a  good  bait,  let  it  down  easy  ;  don't  throw  it  in,  and  say,  Come  on, 
now,  bite,  yon  dogs !"  The  Boston  Association  has  provided  one 
or  more  of  the  following  attractions  at  each  of  its  semi-monthly 
socials :  A  ventriloquist,  (piano  and  vocal  music  always,)  hu- 
morous songs,  humorous  readings,  amusing  puzzles,  microscopes, 
galvanic  batteries,  scales  for  weighing,  singing  by  children,  a  brass 
band,  singing  by  quartets.  Over  400  are  present,  ladies  included. 
Admission  is  by  tickets,  fron  to  all  respectable  young  men  who  call 
for  them.  The  Statu  Convention,  consisting  of  300  delegates 
from  60  associations,  was  a  grand  success.  One  address  was  upon 
Bible  study.  Several  times  in  my  visits  to  towns  in  Massachu- 
setts, young  men  have  drawn  a  small  Testament  or  Bible  from 
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never  carried  a  Testament  before,  but  I  bought 
one  on  my  way  from  that  meeting,  and  have  carried  it  ever  since." 
County  Conventions  have  been  held  quarterly,  in  several  dis- 
tricts. They  help  the  associations,  and  keep  the  public  informed 
of  our  work.  ft"-  V.  Rowland,  Cor.  Mem.  for  Massachusetts. 

Some  excellent  remarks  of  Mr.  Rowland  on  the  difficulties  en- 
countered, and  how  they  may  be  best  overcome,  will  appear  in  our 
next  paper. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  association  work  in  our  State  during  the  past  year  has  not 
made  that  progress  which  we  could  have  wished,  yet  its  influence 
has  been  felt  for  good  In  some  quarters.  It  has  had  the  effect,  I 
think,  of  creating  a  feeling  of  unity  throughout  all  our  evangeli- 
cal churches,  and  it  has  thus  commended  itself  to  the  hearts  of . 
many  of  the  young  men  of  our  State.  It  has  given  labor  to  many 
who  are  asking  in  our  churches  "  What  can  I  do  more  for  the 
Master  ¥'  But  this  is  a  trying  hour  for  our  associations.  We  fee) 
deeply  the  need  of  some  one  young  man  in  each  place  to  lead  in  the 
work,  and  with  a  soul  full  of  love  to  the  perishing  around  him. 

[E.  Holden,  Cor.  Mem.  of  Ex.  Com.  for  Rhode  Island 

NEW-YORK. 
At  the  biennial  meeting  in  Saratoga  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  held 
March  20th,  Dr.  S.  E.  Strong,  the  President,in  the  chair,  an  encour- 
aging report  of  the  year  was  given.  The  daily  prayer-meetings 
have  been  well  attended ;  an  excellent  lecture  course  has  been 
given,  and  the  debates  of  the  lyceum  have  been  stimulating.  In 
the  eflbrt  to  suppress  Mr.  John  Morrissey's  Illegal  gambling-house 
in  Saratoga,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  received  much  encouragement. 
At  the  close  of  this  meeting  two  hundred  dollars  were  subscribed 
toward  the  expenses  of  the  Association. 

NEW-JERSEY. 
At  the  Annual  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  last  fall,  the  names  of  eight 
new  associations  were  added  to  the  roll  of  New-Jersey.  Thero 
were  then  32  associations  in  the  State,  reporting  2076  active 
and  1046  associate  members.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  con- 
versions had  taken  place  in  four  of  these  associations.  Last  fall, 
our  members  in  Beverly  dedicated  the  first  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  in 

New-Jersey. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Unexampled  Growth  in  Large  and  Small  Towns. 
New  Buildings,  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady  and. 
we  trust,  permanent  progress.  At  the  date  of  our  last  report,  July 
1st,  there  were  62  associations,  85  of  which  had  been  organized 
during  the  year.  Of  these  only  8  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  4  are 
making  no  progress,  but  all  seven,  we  hope,  will  be  energized 
this  present  year.  There  are  now  91  associations  in  this  State,  with 
wliich  we  are  in  communication,  and  some  5  others  of  which  we 
have  been  advised.  With  but  few  exceptions,  the  organizations 
arc  engaged  in  active,  progressive,  earnest  work  for  the  Master. 
Many  of  those  in  the  small  towns  have  done  a  work  during  the 
year  far  beyond  our  expectation,  and  have  demonstrated  that  as- 
sociation work,  in  good  hands,  can  not  fail  to  be  a  success  in  any 
field.  The  work  in  the  associations;  in  the  aggregate,  is,  wo  think, 
fully  ten-fold  greater  than  it  was  a  year  ago.  For  a  new  activity 
and  a  better  understanding  of  the  work  prevails,  which  promises 
not  only  many  new  associations,  but  renewed  energy  in  all.  Many 
associations  have  reported  unusual  religious  interest,  with  a  large 
number  of  conversions.  In  the  large  cities,  the  work  has  been 
more  particularly  xo'tih  young  men ;  in  the  smaller  towns  and 
country  districts,  it  has  been  more  work  for  young  men  to  do.  The 
work  in  jails,  alms-houses,  hospitals,  etc.,  has  been  carried  on  very 
extensively  and  profitably  in  many  of  the  cities  and  country  towns, 
and  the  neglect  of  this  "  open  door  "  in  accessible  points  reflc  ts 
seriously  on  the  associations.  Tho  Association  at  Turtle  Creek, 
a  village  of  500  inhabitants,  have  erected  a  comfortable  building 
this  year.  Also  the  Association  at  Dunbar,  a  country  place  where 
there  is  no  village,  have  ready  for  dedication  a  neat  new  building, 
;.IDt   .„w.w4    fr.  ikaii>  u-inta  mnA  ImvM  tliA  funds  to  nav  for  it.     The 
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Philadelphia  Association,  at  an  expense  of  $40,000,  have  pur- 
chased an  edifice,  and  are  fitting  it  up  for  a  Toung  Men's  Home. 
Other  organizations  are  moving  in  the  important  matter  of  securing 
buildings. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  State  Executive  Committee  have  issued  during 
the  year  half  a  million  pages  of  association  information,  20,000 
printed  letters  and  circulars,  and  have  written  hundreds  of  letters 
in  regard  to  the  association  work.  Daring  the  year,  a  clerk  (and 
much  of  the  time  two)  has  been  employed  exclusively  in  the  work 
of  this  committee.  Most  of  the  associations  have  been  visited 
during  the  year  by  one  or  more  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. Some  twenty  district  conventions  are  now  being  held 
prior  to  the  Washington  Convention.  So  far,  all  have  proved 
exceedingly  pleasant  and  profitable. 

[Thomas  K.  Cree,  Cor.  Mem.  for  Pennsylvania. 

MARYLAND. 

Making  Progress.  Your  readers  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  is  owning  the  good  work  in  Mary- 
land. The  Baltimore  Association  have  held,  during  the  past 
year,  over  1800  prayer,  open-air,  cottage,  and  mission  meetings ; 
made  over  12.000  missionary  visits  among  the  poor ;  visited  about 
1300  bar  rooms  and  dance-houses,  in  more  than  300  of  which  the 
sound  of  singing,  prayer,  and  earnest  exhortation  has  been  heard. 
We  distributed  2-»0,000  tracts  aud  association  cards ;  have  sus- 
tained two  prosperous  mission-schools  ;  have  secured  employment 
for  several  hundred  young  men  ;  have  furnished  free  lodgings 
and  meals  to  the  number  of  5000  ;  have  received  26,000  visits  at 
the  reading-rooms ;  have  given  free  lectures,  readings,  reunions, 
concerts,  etc. ;  besides  distributing  about  100,000  copies  of  the  Good 
y«tM.  The  above  is  but  an  imperfect  outline  of  the  work  accom- 
plished. The  Central  and  Baltimore  Associations  have  been  hap- 
pily consolidated  during  the  year. 

In  January  a  meeting,  called  by  fifty  of  the  leading  representa- 
tive men  of  the  city  and  State,  was  held  at  the  Masonic  Temple. 
•Folin  W.  Garrett,  Esq.,  presided,  and  the  subject  of  a  building  was 
considered.  It  was  resolved  to  raise  for  this  purpose,  by  subscrip- 
tion, the  sum  of  $200,000;  $90,000  have  already  been  raised,  and 
the  success  of  the  movement  is  unquestionably  insured. 

The  Frederick  Association  is  doing  a  noble  work.  The  associa- 
tions at  Hagerstown  and  Annapolis  are  also  doing  a  good  work. 

[D.  W.  Glass,  Cor.  Hem.  far  Maryland. 

DISTRICT   OF  COLUMBIA. 

A  Year  of  Blessing  in  the  Washington  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  of  the  past  year  has  been  prospered  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  Our  meetings  have  all  been  largely  attended, 
and  have  been  as  follows : 

Daily,  three  in  summer,  and  two  in  winter ;  neighborhood,  jail, 
almshouse,  youths,  at  Women's  Christian  Association  in  Lincoln 
Hall,  and  in  a  tent  kindly  loaned  us. 

The  Boys'  Prayer-Meeting,  a  weekly  meeting  conducted  by 
themselves,  now  averages  in  attendance' about  forty.  Begun  a 
little  more  than  a  year  since  by  a  little  company  of  six,  it  has 
grown  to  a  membership  of  more  than  one  hundred.  Some  twenty 
or  more  conversions  may  be  estimated  as  the  direct  fruits  of  these 
meetings. 

During  the  winter,  a  Saturday-evening  class  was  organized  for 
training  in  congregational  singing,  under  the  direction  of  expe- 
rienced members.  The  interest  attending  this  experiment  has  been 
very  gratifying. 

Late  in  January,  a  plan  was  conceived  of  furnishing  a  breakfast 
on  Sabbath  morning  of  bread  and  coffee  to  destitute  lodgers  who 
were  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  the  station-house  the  night  be- 
fore. This  was  followed  by  a  short  religious  service.  Here,  too, 
the  Master  has  deigned  to  be  present  in  subduing  power,  and  tes- 
timonies have  come  to  us  of  new  life-purposes,  dating  back  to  this 
humble  breakfast-room. 


We  have  recently  held  Sunday-night  service*  in  a  large  tent  tem- 
porarily located  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  kindly  loaned  to  us 
by  its  proprietor,  Professor  Pratt.  Five  of  these  services  have 
been  held.  Through  no  instrumentality  yet  employed  have  we  so 
nearly  realized  our  desire  to  meet  the  masses. 

A  well-known  saloon-keeper  has  offered  us,  free,  the  use  of  t 
hall  in  which  to  continue  the  services  when  the  tent  shall  be  re- 
moved. 

We  are  greatly  encouraged  by  the  fact  that  nearly  two  hundred 
persons  have  professed  conversion  in  the  various  services. 

About  230  persons  were  added  to  our  membership  at  our  late 
anniversary, 

The  systematic  visitation  oftJu  sick  has  lately  enlisted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  young  men.  Their  plans  are  now  such  that  any  case 
reported  to  them  will  receive  at  least  one  visit  a  day  from  some  one 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  that  work. 

There  are  Uco  colored  association*  in  our  city,  one  at  the  Howard 
University,  and  the  other  in  the  city,  which  are  both  earnestly  at 
work  in  their  sphere  for  the  accomplishment  of  good. 

[George  A.  Hall,  Cor.  Member  for  District  of  Colombia. 

WEST-VIRGINIA. 

Making  Progress.  Since  last  convention,  new  and  vigor- 
ous associations  have  been  organized  at  Maiden,  Kanawha  County, 
seven  miles  from  the  capital,  and  at  Morgantown.  Efforts  have 
been  made  to  form  others.  Correspondence  and  conversation  with 
active  Christians  encourage  belief  that  something  tangible  will 
be  reached  early  the  coming  year.  The  prejudices  among  pro- 
fessedly Christian  people,  growing  out  of  the  civil  war,  have  had 
much  to  do  hitherto  in  retarding  association  extension.  With  the 
fading  out  of  these,  we  trust  our  peculiar  work  will  grow  into 
favor. 

We  need  very  much  some  one  to  go  from  place  to  place  to  orga- 
nize associations.  If  the  Executive  Committee  could  furnish,  the 
means  and  the  men  fitted  for  the  labor,  the  field  is  ripe  for  their 
coming.  [Alvaro  F.  Glbbcns,  Cor.  Mem.  for  W.  T». 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

From  Columbia,  8.  C,  the  capital  of  the  State,  we  learn 
that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., organized  there  in  September,  1869,  is  prosper- 
ing. The  reading-room,  located  pleasantly  in  the  Columbia  National 
Bank  building,  is  open  every  evening,  and  contains  a  good  variety 
of  periodicals.  The  roll  of  membership  for  1871  gives  the  names 
of  sixty  active  and  fifty-four  associate  members.  The  President  is 
C.  J.  Wedell ;  Vice-President,  A.  Smythe ;  Secretaries,  B.  F.  Maul- 
din  and  F.  P.  Beard  ;  Treasurer,  L.  N.  Zealy. 

A  correspondent  writes :  "  I  have  just  returned  from  a  meeting 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  society  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily. 
In  order  to  make  their  room  more  attractive,  they  have  made  an 
effort  to  secure  a  cabinet  organ,  and  have  succeeded  in  raising  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  toward  this  object." 

ALABAMA. 

Activity  and  Growth  in  Selma,  Ala.  The  Vice- 
President  of  this  Association,  Mr.  H.  L.  McKee,  sends  as,  with  a 
list  of  ten  new  subscribers  in  Selma,  the  following  items  of  news -. 
"  We  have  lately  revised  our  constitution  and  have  elected  the 
following  omcers:  P.  G.  Wood,  President;  H.  L.  McKee,  Vice- 
President  ;  N.  D.  Cross  and  H.  H.  Stewart,  Secretaries ;  W.  P. 
Armstrong,  Treasurer;  George  L.  Waller,  Librarian.  We  are 
steadily  growing  in  numbers  and  influence.  There  is  much  more 
interest  taken  in  our  meetings  for  social  prayer  and  exhortation  by 
the  associated  members  than  was  at  first  anticipated.  We  sin- 
cerely trust  that,  having  taken  this  one  step,  they  may  be  led  u> 
give  themselves  entirely  to  the  Saviour. 

"  We  expect  to  send  delegates  to  the  convention  at  Washinjjrton. 
and  anticipate  much  good  from  such  interchange  of  ideas  and  ex- 
perience as  must  take  place  then. 
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"  I  hope  to  give  you  otner  names  as  subscribers  in  the  course  of  a 

foir  weeks." 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  organized  in  yew-Orleans.    A 

good  report  comes  to  us  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  just  organized  in  New- 
Orleans.  On  Tuesday,  March  21st,  at  a  meeting  in  the  Bible-house 
of  that  city,  J.  H.  Low,  Esq.,  presiding,  a  constitution  and  by-laws 
were  duly  adopted.  An  encouraging  public  meeting  was  held 
April  4th,  at  which  the  newly-elected  officers  were  informally  in- 
ducted into  office.  Our  correspondent  writes :  "  We  could  hardly 
have  found  in  the  entire  Christian  community  a  body  of  men  who 
would  more  completely  command  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
public."  The  officers  elected  are:  President,  R.  H .  Browne, Esq. ; 
Vice-Presidents,  M.  J.  Smith,  J.  L.  Dunnica,  E.  C.  Palmer,  W.  G. 
Coyle,  J.  8.  Walton ;  Secretaries,  T.  Sawyer,  B.  Gribble ;  Treasurer, 
W.  H.  Foster. 

At  a  meeting  on  April  11th,  four  delegates  were  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  association  at  the  International  Convention.  Earnest 
efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  suitable  accommodations  for  a 
reading-room  and  a  free  library. 

KENTUCKY. 

Encouraging  from  Louisville.  An  active  German 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  we  are  doing  no  better  in 
this  State.  As  yet  we  have  no  associations  doing  any  thing  outside 
oflthis  city.  One  has  lately  been  formed  in  Clarksville,  Tennessee. 
Our  own  association  continues  reasonably  prosperous,  though  not 
so  efficient  as  we  had  hoped.  We  are  hoping  for  better  things  by 
God's  help  ere  long,  and  trust  that  at  an  early  day  we  may  secure 
good  organizations  at  several  other  points  in  the  State.  I  am 
happy  to  report  the  organization  in  this  city  of  a  German  T.  U. 
C.  A^  made  up  from  the  membership  of  the  various  evangelical 
Protestant  churches  in  the  city.  The  officers  are  Rev.  William 
Behrendt,  President ;  William  Marens,  Secretary ;  and  L.  A.  Johan- 
boeke,  Treasurer.  Rooms  are  open  nightly  for  prayer-meetings, 
lessons  in  drawing,  singing,  book-keeping,  etc.  The  association 
has  on  hand  several  hundred  dollars  as  a  library  fund,  with  which 
they  will  send  to  Germany  in  a  few  weeks,  by  an  active  member 
who  goes  there  on  a  visit,  for  the  commencement  of  their  library, 
to  which  they  expect  to  add  from  time  to  time.  This  association 
is  in  excellent  hands,  and  we  hope  for  much  good  from  it  here- 
after. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  we  in  this  section  meet  with  difficul- 
ties in  organizing  and  successfully  carrying  on  Y.  M.  C.  As.  that 
you  of  the  North  know  nothing  of.  I  refer  to  the  division  existing 
throughout  the  State  in  two  of  the  leading  denominations,  the 
Presbyterians  and  Methodists.  In  nearly  all  places  of  importance 
these  denominations  exist  in  two  branches,  Northern  and  Southern, 
which  are  more  difficult  to  work  together  than  the  membership  of 
entirely  distinct  denominations.  We  have  great  confidence,  how- 
ever, that  these  differences  must  soon  pass  away,  and  our  prayer  is 
that  God  may  speed  the  day.    [John  L.  Whsit,  Cor.  Mem.  for  Kentucky. 

MISSOURI. 
Reorganization  in  St.  Louis.  The  report  for  1870  of 
the  St.  Louis  Y.  M.  C.  A.  states  the  membership  as  248.  The  an- 
nual expenses  were  $3749,  the  receipts  falling  $460  short  of  this 
sum.  The  rooms  were  open  each  day  lrom  8  A.M.  to  10  P.M.  The 
lumber  of  visitors  averaged  70  to  75  daily.  The  attendance  at 
six  noon-day  prayer-meetings,  held  each  week,  averaged  25  per- 
sons. The  Saturday  evening  prayer-meetings  have  been  specially 
well  attended.  Prison  labor,  in  the  "Jail  and  Calaboose,"  has 
ieen  prosecuted,  services  being  held  in  the  latter  every  Sunday 
norning.  700  have  been  confined  here  during  the  year,  and  of  this 
lumber  584  signed  the  temperance  pledge.  In  the  jail  prisoners 
itay  longer,  and  more  satisfactory  work  can  be  done.  One  man 
vas  convicted  early  in  the  year,  and  is  now  a  consistent  member 
>f  one  of  the  city  churches.    About  ten  have  testified  to  converting 


grace,  from  several  of  whom  satisfactory  testimony  has  been  re 
ceived.    Many  more  have  been  awakened. 

At  the  work-house,  in  the  hospitals,  and  in  open-air  services,  lwjld 
every  Thursday  night  and  Sunday  morning,  from  April  to  October, 
much  good  has  been  effected.  A  complete  Church  and  Sunday- 
school  Directory  of  St.  Louis  has  been  compiled  by  a  committee 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  is  printed  with  the  annual  report.  23  daily, 
26  weekly,  and  23  monthly  papers  are  received  at  the  reading-room. 
The  Lecture,  Boarding-house,  and  Employment  Committees  have 
been  at  work  with  some  success. 

But  at  the  opening  of  the  present  year  a  reorganization  was 
thought  desirable,  with  a  view  to  "  make  a  determined  effort  to 
place  the  association  on  a  better  working  basis,  and  then  give  it  a 
fair  trial  for  success.  This  failing,  we  have  decided  to  give  it  an 
honorable  burial,  trusting  that  from  its  ashes  may  spring  some 
flower  of  stronger  growth— some  organization  that  will  give  a 
Christian  welcome  to  the  stranger,  and  be  the  means  of  leading 
young  men  to  Christ."  So  says  the  President,  Mr.  A.  R.  Foote,  in 
his  report  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year.  With  this  de- 
sign, a  new  constitution  was  adopted.  The  following  officers  were 
elected  :  President,  A.  R.  Foote  ;  Vice-President,  C.  R.  Garrison  ; 
Secretaries,  W.  C.  Regal  and  N.  W.  Merrill ;  Treasurer,  Rudolph 
Peck.  An  Executive  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  10  leading 
laymen,  with  an  advisory  board  of  27  ministers,  were  duly  chosen. 
A  vigorous  effort  to  secure  a  good  series  of  lectures  and  concerto 
has  been  made,  and  in  many  other  directions  we  hope  to  report 
encouraging  results  from  this  new  impulse  given  to  the  work  in  St. 
Louis. 

OHIO. 

The  Crusade.  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  tlie  State  Peniten- 
tiary.   Three  Buildings  and  Four  Building  Funds. 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  work  in  our  State  this  year,  has  been 
our  "  Holy  Crusade,"  or  sixty  days'  campaign.  At  the  State  con- 
vention in  November,  it  was  resolved  to  institute  some  systematic 
measures  to  arouse  dormant  associations,  to  organize  new  ones, 
and  to  secure  greater  efficiency  in  all.  Soon  after  a  circular  was 
issued  by  the  State  Executive  Committee,  proposing  the  plan  of 
the  tour.  Cordial  and  approving  responses  were  received,  and  a 
series  of  meetings  was  held  in  thirty-five.diflerent  cities  and  large 
towns,  under  the  auspices  of  our  State  Association.  Members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  took  charge  of  different  sections  of  the 
State.  Members  of  many  different  associations  went  as  delegates 
to  neighboring  towns.  In  this  respect  the  brethren  of  Cleveland, 
Salem,  Mansfield,  and  Zanesville  deserve  special  praise.  Bat  oar 
most  efficient  laborer  was  Mr.  K.  A.  Bnrnell,  of  Aurora,  111.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  every  service ;  visited  thirty-three  different 
counties ;  addressed  audiences  in  churches,  halls,  and  factories. 
During  the  last  twenty  days  he  conducted  open-air  services  at 
every  place. 

The  results  have  cost  self-denying  labor,  but  have  been  most 
gratifying.  New  associations  have  been  organized  ;  new  life  was 
infused  into  many  that  were  waning  and  dying,  and  in  some  in- 
stances blessed  revivals  have  resulted. 

Another  interesting  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  organization 
of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  The  State  Penitentiary  at  Columbus.  A  delega- 
tion of  brethren  from  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Mansfield,  and  Zanes- 
ville went  to  Columbus,  held  meetings  in  the  city  churches,  that 
were  full  of  interest ;  but  a  special  blessing  attended  their  efforts 
in  the  prison.  Under  the  wise  and  excellent  ministrations  of  the 
chaplain.  Rev.  Mr.  Newton,  nearly  800  had  been  hopefully  con- 
verted, including  about  twenty  of  the  prison  keepers  and  officers. 
An  association  was  organized,  its  officers  elected,  and  it  now  takes 
its  place  on  onr  State  roll. 

Other  branches  of  associational  work  have  not  been  neglected. 
Springdale  reports  a  commodious  building  of  its  own,  the  first 
Association  building  in  Ohio.  The  Cleveland  association  has  pur- 
chased  a  handsome  edifice  in  a  very  eligible  location,  and  fitted  It 
up  with  rare  taste  and  skill.    The  Dayton  association  has  erected 
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a  building  for  a  '  Railroad  Mission  Sabbath-school,"  and  we  hope 
will  soon  take  steps  to  erect  a  permanent  association  building. 

Cincinnati,  Toledo,  Salem,  and  Warren  have  building  funds. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  observe  the  steady  growth  of  the  libraries 
belonging  to  our  associations,  and  to  notice  that  the  reading-rooms 
are  almost  uniformly  well  sustained. 

On  the  whole,  the  past  year  lias  been  more  profitable  in  Ohio 
than  any  of  its  predecessors. 

[H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cor.  Mem.  of  Ex.  Com.  for  Ohio. 

INDIANA. 

Roused  to  new  Activity.  The  Indianajwlis  Build- 
ing. The  meeting  of  the  International  Convention  last  year  gave 
a  new  impulse  to  the  work  of  the  associations  in  our  State. 

Their  number  remains  about  the  same  as  one  year  ago,  but  the 
Christian  work  performed  has  largely  increased,  and  the  cause  of 
associations  has  become  more  strongly  endeared  to  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

During  the  last  week  of  March,  1871,  a  State  Convention  was 
held  at  Qreencastle,  at  which  time  a  State  organization  was  com- 
pleted. The  meeting,  although  not  large  in  numbers,  was  full  of 
Christian  enthusiasm.  Our  good  brother,  Mr.  Robert  Weidensall, 
agent  of  our  Executive  Committee;  in  New- York,  was  present,  and 
by  his  earnest  words  did  much  to  promote  the  harmony  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  meeting.  Since  the  convention,  Mr.  Weidensall  has 
been  visiting  different  portions  of  our  State,  lias  been  well  received, 
and  has  in  many  places  roused  the  brethren  to  new  activity. 

The  association  in  this  city  is  rejoicing  in  the  late  acquisition  of 
a  home  of  its  own. 

During  the  past  year,  a  successful  effort  was  made  to  raise;  funds 
to  purchase  a  building.  In  all,  about  $3-1,000  has  been  raised.  A 
building,  lately  occupied  by  a  Varieties  Theatre,  club-rooms,  aud 
ilrinking-saloon,  has  been  purchased,  and  where  was  once  a  den  of 
sin  and  wretchedness,  is  now  heard  the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise 
to  (Jod. 

The  hearty  sympathy  of  our  Christian  people  in  the  work  of  the 
association  was  clearly  manifested  in  the  readiness  with  which 
they  contributed  of  their  means  for  the  purchase  of  our  home. 

[M.  R.  Barnard,  Cor.  Hem.  for  Indiana. 

MICHIGAN. 

Good  Progress.  Pushing  tlie  Work  in  Colleges  and 
Schools.  Cheap  Papers.  One  of  the  most  noticeable  events 
ia  connection  with  our  work  in  Michigan  during  the  past  year, 
lias  been  the  trip  of  Mr.  Weidensall,  Agent  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  New- York,  which  followed  our  State  Convention  of  Janu- 
ary 17th  and  18th. 

His  route  was  carefully  planned.  Fifteen  places  were  visited. 
At  Battle  Creek,  the  promise  was  made  to  reorganize  a  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
At  Albion,  Adrian,  and  HUhdale,  college  associations  will  be  or- 
ganized ;  and  at  Ypsilanti  and  Kalamazoo,  the  State  Normal 
School  and  College,  with  the  hearty  support  of  the  professors,  have 
already  formed  associations.  At  Port  Huron,  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was 
formed. 

To  the  work  of  forming  associations  in  colleges,  our  State  Conven- 
tion gave  particular  attention,  and  a  committee  of  two,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Seely,  from  the  University  Association  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  Mr. 
Irving  Shepard,  of  Olivet  College,  were  appointed  to  act  with  the 
State  Executive  Committee,  in  promoting  the  formation  of  associa- 
tions in  connection  with  the  several  educational  institutions  in  the 
State.  As  a  result  of  their  efforts,  we  have,  organized  and  in  pro- 
cess of  organization,  seven  Christian  Associations  at  literary  schools 
In  Michigan.    The  work  will  be  prosecuted  still  further. 

Durinjr  the  year  we  have  also  fully  systematized  our  plan  of 
having  all  the  associations  elect  officers  at  the  same  time,  and  such 
a  list  of  officers  of  the  associations  in  Michigan  may  be  obtained, 
we  hope,  next  January,  as  will  hold  good  for  a  year. 


one  source  such  magazines  and  papers  as  the  various  associations 
desire  for  their  reading-rooms,  and  by  so  doing  we  get  an  average 
dlscmnt  of  nearly  SO  per  cent  from  rates  previously- paid. 

The  present  status  of  associations  in  Michigan  is  an  follows: 
Alive  and  prospering,  18 ;  organized,  but  not  active,  5 ;  organiz- 
ing, 4.  [8ilas  Fanner,  Cor.  Mem.  for  Michigan. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  first  State  Convention.     A  fruitful  Canvass. 

The  work  is  encouraging  in  Wisconsin.  The  progress  that  has 
been  made  during  the  past  year  is  gratifying.  The  special  efforts 
that  have  been  made  to  increase  the  number  and  efficiency  of  the 
associations  have  been  successful. 

The  first  annual  convention,  held  last  fall,  gave  a  new  impetas 
to  association  work  in  our  State.  One  of  the  more  direct  results  of 
the  convention  is  the  reviving  of  the  Milwaukee  Association, 
which  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  entering  upon  a  career 
of  usefulness,  which  I  truBt  will  be  commensurate  with  the  wants 
of  the  10,000  young  men  in  that  city. 

The  thorough  canvass  of  the  State  last  fall  by  Mr.  R.  Weidensall, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  New- York,  was 
productive  of  great  good,  and  contributed  largely  toward  the  pre- 
sent satisfactory  condition  of  the  organization  in  our  State. 

Wisconsin  now  has  13  associations,  with  about  6000  members; 
six  re]K>rt  reading-rooms,  open  daily ;  eight  maintain  weekly  and 
three  daily  prayer-meetings;  three  sustain  open-air  services  an! 
two  have  Bible-classes. 

Too  much  mission  school-work  has  injured  some  of  our  associa- 
tions in  the  past,  for  the  reason  that  the  work  for  young  mcu, 
which  the  public  looked  to  the  associations  to  perform,  was  negiesUii. 
and  in  some  instances  entirely  ignored ;  and  hence  the  confidence 
of  the  public  in  the  necessity  of  tho  organization  greatly  impaired. 
But  I  am  glad  to  see  that  most  of  our  associations  are  now  devot- 
ing their  energies  to  their  legitimate  work,  realizing  that  their 
true  mission  is  of  transcendent  importance,  namely,  Active  effort* 
to  reach  and  save  young  men. 

[Henry  J.  Cowlee,  Cor.  Mom.  tor  Wisconsk. 

MINNESOTA. 
Progress  made.  Revival  in  St.  Anthony.  The  pro- 
gress of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in  Minnesota  has  been,  during  the  past 
year,  rather  slow,  though,  we  trust,  thorough.  Only  a  few  new  as- 
sociations have  been  organized.  There  has  been  no  very  marked 
religious  interest  of  a  general  character.  Mr.  Weidensall  spent  a 
month  with  us  last  fall,  doing  a  good  work  in  our  smaller  towns, 
chiefly  by  organizing  union  committees  of  the  churches  to  do  asso- 
ciation work.  The  committee  in  St.  Anthony,  a  town  of  5000  in- 
habitants, began  holding  occasional  meetings,  in  a  district  not  pro- 
vided with  churches,  in  a  large  saloon,  by  consent  of  the  owner,  his 
wife  demurring,  probably  from  her  finer  sense  of  inconsistencies. 
A  very  interesting  revival  ensued.  Large  audiences  are  now  in 
regular  attendance  upon  the  services.  Onr  first  State  Convention, 
held  in  Minneapolis,  December  22d  and  23d,  was  an  occasion  of  a 
good  deal  of  interest.  Some  measures  were  provided  for  mission- 
work  in  our  lumbering  districts.  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  was  with  us, 
having  previously  held  laymen's  institutes  at  several  of  our  larger 
towns.  The  greatest  difficulty  we  have  to  contend  with  is  "  busi- 
ness " — the  furious  and  universal  rush  after  gain. 

[W.  O.  Htokey,  Cor.  Mem.  for  MJbmboU. 


We  have  also  inaugurated  the  plan  of  ordering  through  some  J     Activity  in  Davenport. 


IOWA. 

We  have  received  no  report  from  the  corresponding  member  for 
Iowa.  The  number  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  State  we  are  informed  is 
twenty-two.  The  year  has  not  been  marked  by  general  aggressive 
work,  but  in  various  localities  the  cause  has  prospered.  Davenport 
is  said  to  have  the  most  flourishing  association  in  the  State.  The 
following  statistics  tell  their  own  story  : 


The  reading-room  has  been  furnished 
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248 
54 

.   75 


Jfews  of  Associations 

with  3  dally  and  7  weekly  papers,  and  contains  a  library  of  1 15  vol- 
times. 

Employment  has  been  found  for 37 

Clothing  furnished  to oq 

Food  *•         •' .....'...'.'""" 

Fuel  "        " 

Lodging         "         " .,,,.,,« 

Number  of  sick  visited 

Sermons  in  open  air 

Services  each  Lord's  day , 3 

Weekly  prayer-meetings 3 

Regular  Sunday-schools 4 

Cottage  prayer-meetings , # . , .      49 

Tracts  distributed 1  400 

Beligious  papers  distributed 18000 

Families  visited 824 

Yearly  expenses |2>ooo 

Gymnasium  to  accommodate 100 

Lodging-rooms  for 10 


LITERAET  NOTES. 


NEBRASKA. 
The  Prospect  in  Nebraska.  The  Omaha  Association  at 
present  is  doing  very  little  indeed.  A  heavy  debt  with  little  or  no 
income  makes  our  prospects  gloomy.  An  association  has  been 
formed  in  PloMsmouth,  during  the  past  year,  which  has  a  fine 
reading-room  and  a  large  and  active  membership.  I  have  heard 
good  things  from  them.  An  effort  was  recently  made  at  Lincoln 
to  organize  an  association ;  with  what  success  I  have  not  learned. 
Our  present  situation  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  very  low 
state  of  religion,  inactive  associations,  with  a  dead  membership. 
It  is  our  earnest  prayer  that  God  will  send  his  Spirit  to  awaken 
our  membership  and  bless  their  efforts  in  the  conversion  of  souls. 
[William  R.  Bentley,  Cor.  Hem.  for  Nebraska. 


The   Harlem  Branch  of  the  N.    T.  Association. 

In  October,  1867,  a  few  citizens  of  Harlem,  a  part  of  New-York 
City,  met  and  agreed  to  the  necessity  of  making  an  agreeable 
resort  where  the  young  men  of  Harlem  could  spend  their  even- 
ings, away  from  the  billiard  or  drinking-saloon.  It  was  voted 
that  the  new  organization  be  a  branch  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  New- 
York  City.  Rooms  were  secured  and  furnished  by  the  parent 
association  at  a  cost  of  $1200.  After  three  years  of  encouraging 
activity,  new  and  larger  rooms  were  urgently  called  for.  The 
parent  society  offered  to  pay  the  expenses  of  two  finely  located 
halls,  if  the  Branch  would  raise  $1500.  By  the  aid  of  an  efficient 
committee,  $800  was  secured,  and  an  enthusiastic  public  meeting, 
Mr.  R.  L.  Purdy,  Chairman  of  the  Branch,  presiding,  completed 
the  work  by  contributing  on  the  spot  over  $700.  Mr.  W.  T.  Blod- 
gett,  proprietor  of  the  two  new  rooms  or  halls,  has  generously 
fitted  up  one  of  them  as  a  gymnasium.  On  the  8th  of  May,  the 
society  was  to  move  into  their  new,  commodious,  and  attractive 
home.  Their  success  is  an  encouragement  to  all  Christian  young 
men  engaged  in  a  similar  work. 


Zbll's  Poptjlab  Encyclopedia  is  completed  by  the  issue  of  the 
59th  number.  It  gives,  in  1152  quarto,  three-columned  pages,  or  in 
two  large  quarto  volumes,  what  is  rightly  termed  a  popular  ency- 
clopedia and  universal  dictionary.  The  work  has  been  ably  edited 
by  L.  Colange,  who  has  compacted,  in  small  space,  so  much  valu- 
able and  reliable  information  in  every  department  of  knowledge 
that  the  fruit  of  his  labors  promises  to  be  in  its  circulation  as  uni 
versa!  and  popular  as  its  name  imports. 

Foundations,  or  Castles  in  the  Am,  by  Rose  Porter.  A.  D. 
F.  Randolph  &  Co.,  New- York.  This  small  volume  contains  a 
beautiful  story  of  the  patient  power  of  home  Influence  and  mother- 
ly fidelity  in  following  with  their  benediction  the  young  man 
who,  for  a  time,  seems  lost  in  the  pursuits  and  ambitions  of  the 
world.  These  good  influences  at  last  get  the  ascendency,  and,  in 
later  life,  vindicate  their  superior  strength  and  power.  The  story 
is  well  told,  and  will  excite  more  than  a  passing  interest. 

The  Knightly  Soldier  is  the  title  of  a  well-known  volume 
that  will  undoubtedly  survive  most  biographies  of  the  heroes  of 
the  late  civil  war.  It  belongs  to  the  permanent  literature  of  that 
period.  It  records  the  life  of  Major  H.  W.  Camp,  of  the  Tenth  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  who  died  in  battle  during  the  autumn  of 
1864.  The  story  of  his  noble  life  is  written  with  rare  beauty  of 
style  by  his  friend,  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  Henry  Clay 
Trumbull.  The  latest  (sixth)  edition  of  the  work  has  been  care- 
fully revised,  and  has  been  very  tastefully  printed  by  the  pub- 
lishers, Noyes,  Holmes  &  Co.,  Boston. 

The  Dark  Blue  is  a  new  English  monthly,  whose  contributors 
are  among  the  most  talented  graduates  of  the  University  of  Ox- 
ford. Among  them  we  find  the  names  of  Thomas  Hughes,  Henry 
Kingsley,  Charles  Reade,  and  Arthur  Helps.  It  is  furnished  by 
the  month  at  50  cents  a  copy,  or  by  the  year  at  $6,  by  G.  B.  Roys 
823  Broadway,  New-York. 

Newlyn  House  :  The  Home  of  the  Davenports  and  Go 
Ahead  I  or,  Jack,  the  Cabin-Boy,  are  the  titles  of  two  excellent 
volumes  just  added  to  the  series  of  admirable  books  for  children, 
announced  last  month  as  in  course  of  publication  in  Boston  by  Mr. 
J.  P.  Warren,  and  in  this  city  by  Messrs.  Broughton  &  Wytnan. 

Temperance  Sermons. — The  publication  of  a  series  of  excel- 
lent sermons  on  the  subject  of  temperance  has  been  lately  begun 
by  the  National  Temperance  Society,  (No.  58  Reade  street,  New- 
York.)  Henry  Ward  Beecher  opens  the  series,  followed  by 
Drs.  T.  L.  Cuyler,  T.  De  Witt  Talmage,  and  J.  B.  Dunn.  Drs.  John 
Hall,  H.  C.  Fish,  Herrick  Johnson,  and  Rev.W.  H.  H.  Murray  are 
announced  as  about  to  contribute  each  a  discourse.  The  sermons 
are  neatly  printed,  the  price,  post-paid,  being  15  cents  a  copy. 


From  Parker's,  Pa.,  a  correspondent  writes,  March  5th  : 
"  The  tiruggle  of  organizing  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion is  about  over.  We  will  this  week  open  a  reading-room  with 
a  library  of  about  two  hundred  volumes,  ten  weekly  and  two  daily 
papers,  and  some  magazines.  We  have  a  membership  of  some  thirty 
or  forty,  (I  have  not  the  roll  to  give  the  exact  number,)  with  the 
following  officers :  President,  8.  A.  Hughes ;  Vice-President,  G.  B. 
Ward  ;  Secretaries,  S.  E.  Critchlow  and  A.  L.  Kern  ;  Treasurer, 
Thompson  Porter.  8.  A.  Hughes." 


"  If  we  desire  to  be  shining  lights,  we  must  first  be  burning,  and 
we  shall  never  be  burning  nor  shining  unless  sometimes  snuffed." 

Religion  does  not  banish  mirth,  but  only  moderates  and  sets 
rules  to  It— George  Herbert. 


RECENT   PUBLICATIONS. 

AutAOri.  PvtlUhert.  Price. 

Adaks,  Ellashib.    Autobiography.    (B.  A.  Burr,  Bangor,  Ma.) $ 

Bascom,  Professor  J.    Science,  Philosophy,  »nd  Religion ITS 

Coupes,  L.    ZaU's  Pop.  Encyclopedia,  Nos.  58, 59,  (comp.,)  swd.  (Zell.)     80 
Dopusais,  G.    The  Wonders  or  Engraving.    (Charles  Serlbner  &  Co.). .  1  60 

Dabwis,C.    Descent  of  Man,  etc.    Vol.  H.    (Appleton) 2  00 

Dixtbr,  Rev.  H.  M.    Congregationalism.  8d  ed.  (Noyes,  Holmes  ft  Co.)  2  00 

Glnz'sBaby.    Swd.    (J.  R.  Osgood  *  Co.). 50 

GREBNK.Prof.  G.  W.  LlfeoTGen.  N.  Greene,  Vol.  II.  (Hard  A  Houghton).  4  00 

Gbsblst.H.    What  I  know  of  Farming.    (G.  W.  Carleton  &  Co.) 150 

Hyacinths,  (Pire.)  France  and  Germany.  Swd.  (G.  P.  Putnam  ft  Sons.) 
Jowrrr,  Professor  B.  The  Dialogues  of  Plato.  4  vols.  (Macmlllan  ft  Co.).84  00 
Labobchxre,  H.    Diary  of  Besieged  Resident  In  Paris.  Swd.  (Harper)...     SO 

Pobtib,  Rosa.    Foundations :  A  Tale.    (A.  D.  F.  Randolph  ft  Co ) 1  00 

Rbcxub,  E.    The  Earth.  2  vols.    (G.  P.  Putnam  ft  Sons) 10  00 

Rakdaix,  S.  S.    School  System  of  N.  T.     (Ivison,  Blakcmanft  Co.) 5  00 

Souus,  R.    Dictionary  of  English  Synonyms.    (Little,  Brown  ft  Co.) 

Tbuctdidis'  Peloponnesian  War.    (Sever  ft  Francis) 2  00 

Tbumuu.,  Rev.  H.  C    The  Knightly  Soldier.    (Noyes,  Holmes  ft  Co.).  1  00 

The  Table  of  the  Lord.    (Prot.  Epls.  Society) 100 

Whipplb,  B.  P.    Literature  and  Life.    (J.  R  Osgood  ft  Co.) 150 

Success  and  its  Conditions.    (J.  R.  Osgood  ft  Co.) 1  60 

Yoiras,  Miss  C  M.    The  Daisy  Chain.    2  vols.    (I).  Appleton  &  Co.). 

Znx'i  Band-Atlas  of  the  World.    Part  L,  swd.     (T.  BDwood  ZeH) 00 
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MISCELLANY. 


The  Legal  Tender  Decision*.— The  opinions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  on  the  constitutionality  of  the  Legal  Tender  Act  are 
as  follows : 

"  In  the  cases  recently  presented,  two  questions  were  directed  to 
to  be  argued,  namely,  First.  Is  the  act  of  Congress  known  as  the 
Legal  Tender  Act  constitutional  as  to  contracts  made  before  its 
passage?  Second.  Is  it  valid  as  applicable  to  transactions  since 
its  passage  ?  These  questions  have  been  considered  by  the  court, 
and  both  have  been  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  decree  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts  iu  the  case  of  Parker 
against  Davis  is,  therefore,  affirmed,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  of  the  Western  District  of  Texas 
is  also  affirmed. 

"  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices 
Nelson,  Clifford,  and  Field  dissent  from  the 
majority  of  the  court  upon  both  propositions 
and  the  result,  holding  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, so  far  as  applicable  to  contracts  made 
before  the  passage,  is  repugnant  to  the  con- 
stitution,  and  void ;  and  also  that  it  is  repug- 
nant to  the  constitution  and  void  so  far  as 
applicable  to  contracts  made  since  its  pas- 
sage. The  opinion  of  the  court  aud  the  rea- 
sons for  dissent  will  be  read  before  the  close 
of  the  adjourned  term." 


Paris  is  still  in  Rebellion,  but  the  sentiment  of  toe 
French  people  seems  to  be  more  and  more  unanimous  in  favor  of 
the  summary  suppression  of  the  insurrection.  It  will  be  a  happy 
event  for  France  if  it  shall  result  in  destroying  the  domination 
which  the  Parisian  mob  has  been  so  long  permitted  to  exercise 
over  the  entire  nation. 


A  $10,000  Testimonial.— Mr.  Finlay,  the  second  officer 
of  the  steamer  Europa,  of  the  Anchor  Line,  is  to  receive  a  $10,000 
U.  S.  bond  as  a  testimonial  for  the  ability  recently  displayed  by 
him  in  bringing  the  Europa  into  port  after  her  captain  and  mates 
had  been  washed  overboard  in  a  storm.  Two  thousand  dollars 
are  also  to  be  distributed  among  the  crew. 
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COLGATE   «*,  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  -workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 
as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFUMERY 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

Aim 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturer.?  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED   LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers1  Bed    Lead   etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED    OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

381  Tearl  Street,  New- York. 


jtyttiKt  $<rti«0. 


I  durard   %mf, 
ENGRAVING 


ESTABLISHMENT, 


The  National  Union  for  the  Suppression  of  Intemperance  in 
England  states  that  in  1869  the  sum  of 
£102,388,320— equal  to  more  than  $650,000.- 
000 — were  expended  in  the  United  Kingdom 
for  intoxicating  drinks. 


No.  48  Beekmon   Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


STEAK  TO  AHD  FROM  GLASGOW, 
CALLING  AT 
1HOVILLE,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  UTNE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
ERS, 

America,         Caledonia,     India, 
Anc-lla.  Colombia,       Iowa, 

Australia,       Europa,  Iamalla, 

Britannia  ScandanaTta 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 
From  Pier  SO,  North  River,  at  12  o'clock.  Noon. 
Ratea  of  Passage  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low  as 
by  any  other  First-class  Line. 

Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  *c 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glssgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  BATES. 

For  further  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office,  No.  1  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BBOTHERS. 

N«w  Yoax,  January,  18T1. 


A  VALUABLE  INTENTION  I 
LIQUID 

COMPOSITION    BRONZE. 

For  Bronzing;  and  Gliding 
Heater*,  Chandelier*,  Pipes,  Safea,  dee., 

In  Labsb  ob  Shaix  QuAirrrrms. 

Is  easily  and  quickly  applied  on  new  or  old  articles 

In  all  shades  and  colors  at  a  moderate  expense. 

COUNTY  BIGHTS  FOB  BALE. 

B.  F.  KEMP, 

INVENTOR'S  EXCHANGE, 

34  S   Broadway,   N.Y. 


USB 

JOHN    DWIGHT   at   CO.'S 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    OAEB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1848. 

11  Old  Slip,  New- York. 


Judge  Sunderland,  of  the  New-Tort 
Supreme  Court,  decides  that  if  expressmen 
engage  to  deliver  passengers'  baggage  at  a 
depot  in  time  for  a  certain  train  and  (ail  to 
do  so,  the  express  company  is  liable  fa 
whatever  damages  a  passenger  may  sustain 
by  such  failure. 


Jtywiai  §<rttr  t». 


T.   G.   8ELLEW, 
DESKS, 

Offloo  and  Library 

FURNITURE, 

No.  108  Fulton  Street, 
NEW-YORK. 

Baiks  aid  Offices  Fitted  Pp. 


BRIDAL   PRESENTS. 

OPERA  GLASSES; 

Rich  Vienna  Leather  Bags. 

Articles  packed,  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

SCHUYLER,  HARTLEY  A  GRAHAM, 

SS  John  Street  and  19  Maiden  Lame. 

Asiury  Life  Insurance  Comaiy, 

80S  BROADWAY, 

Cor.  11th  St.,  XXW-YOBK. 

LEMUEL  BANGS,  Presides*. 
GEORGE  ELLIOTT,  Vlce-Pros't  and  Secretary 
B.  McCLINTOCK,  Actuary. 
A.  E.  M.  PURDY,  Examiner. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Address  Association  Month ly,~  corner  Fourth  Avenue  and  23d  Street,  New- York  Cily. 


Vol.  II.-No.  6. 
Whole  No.  18. 


NEW-YORK,  JUNE,  1871. 


I $1.00  Per  J 
-Jfl.lS  InN. 
( Single  Cop 


, „  Annum. 

TERMS :  ■!  *1.  IS  In  N.  Y.  City  «nd  Cuiiada. 
Copies  Id  Cents. 


The  picture,  given  on 
this  page  of  the  building, 
or  rather  of  the  frontage 
on  Aldersgate  street  of 
the  building  of  the  T.  M. 
C.  A.  in  London,  presents 
to  the  eye  only  the  portico 
or  entrance  to  the  edifice. 
After  -  passing  through 
this  porch  or  entrance- 
hall,  oyer  which  is  the 
office  of  the  secretary,  we 
reach  the  main  building, 
which  contains  the  hall, 
the  lecture  and  class- 
rooms, and  the  other 
apartments  used  by  the 
association  in  its  work. 
A  fuller  description  of  the 
interior  we  will  publish 
at  a  future  time. 

Organized  June  6th, 
1844,  the  Y.  M.  G.  A.  of 
London  for  more  than 
four  years  had  its  rooms 
in  Sergeant's  Inn,  carry- 
ing on  an  extensive  work 
by  holding  religious  meet- 
ings in  various  business 
houses  of  the  city.  In 
October,  1849,  with  the 
names  of  480  members  on 
its  books,  the  association 
opened  their  rooms  on 
Gresham  street.  A  lively 
sketch  of  the  work  there 
carried  on  will  be  found 
in  another  column.  For 
live  years  this  was  their 
home. 

But  steady  growth  in 
usefulness  and  in  the  es- 
teem of  the  Christian 
public  justified  an  impor 
tant  change. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  LONDON/ENGLAND, 
At  No.  165  Aldeksgate  Street. 


tral  and  prominent,  fras 
secured.  A  lease  of  the 
premises  for  forty-six 
years  was  offered  at  a  low 
figure,  and  accepted.  Ex- 
tensive repairs,  costing 
some  £3000,  or  $15,000, 
were  made.  The  change 
and  purchase  were  great- 
ly aided  by  the  cordial 
codperation  of  Messrs. 
John  and  Samuel  Mcrlcy, 
George  Hitchcock,  the 
founder  of  the  London 
Y.  if.  C.  A.,  and  Samuel 
Gurncy,  Jr. 

The  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation speedily  assumed 
proportions  correspond- 
ing with  their  new  and 
commodious  edifice. 
From  their  annual  report, 
submitted  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  by  its  honored 
Secretary,  Mr.W.E.  Ship- 
ton,  we  glean  the  follow- 
ing latest  details  of  the 
work:  1085  young  men 
attended  the  rooms  in  Al- 
dersgate  street  the  past 
year  as  members.  The 
educational  classes  had 
385  members,  124  joined 
the  missionary  staff,  ma- 
king the  total  number 
whom  the  association  lias 
thus  sent  forth  since  its 
foundation,  4254.  The 
association  work  has  been 
efficiently  sustained  in 
the  city  by  760  activo 
members,  in  their  several 
spheres  of  daily  business. 
The  various  Bible-classes 


In  1854,  the  present  commodious  building,  No.  165  I  aggregate  an  attendance  of  250  weekly.    The  expenses  of  the 


Aldersgate  street,  near  to  the  General  Post-Office,  a  location  cen- 


year  have  been  £3584,  or  about  $18,000. 
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THE  LONDON  Y.  M.  C.  A.  TWENTY  YEARS  AGO, 

HOW   BOSTON,    IN    1860,  MSCEIVED    NEWS    OF    THE  T.    M.    C.    A. 
or  LONDON. 

In  oar  columns  recently  an  account  was  given  of  the  early 
origin  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  this  account 
Mr.  Tbane  Miller  states  that  the  society  was  formed  in  1848,  but 
its  work  was  not  "recognized  as  distinctively  for  young  men 
until  1B58." 

The  following  communication, relating  to  "the  oldest  T.  H.  C. 
A.  in  the  United  States,"  will  be  read  with  great  interest  It  is 
sent  to  us  by  Mr.  George  M.  Van  Derlip,  now  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  New-York  T.  M.  0.  A.  Mr.  Van  Der- 
lip writes : 

"I  send  you  a  copy  of  tho  letter  we  were  speaking  of,  written 
during  a  vacation  in  my  sophomore  year  in  college  twenty  years 
ago.  It  was  published  in  the  Chrittian  Watchman  and  Reflec- 
tor, Boston.  Special  attention  was  directed  to  it,  and  a  meeting 
was  called  to  consider  the  matter  of  forming  a  similar  society  in 
Boston.  The  result  was  the  Boston  Toung  Men's  Christian 
Association,  the  oldest  in  the  United  States.  A  few  weeks  later 
a  meeting  was  held  in  Mercer  street  church,  and  our  own  New- 
York  association  organized  on  the  same  general  plan.  The  rest 
is  history.    The  little  one  has  become  a  thousand." 

"  London,  June,  1860. 

"Messrs.  Editors  :  I  have  heard  people  at  home  complain  of 
the  multitude  of  organizations  for  benevolent  objects.  In  some 
particulars  the  complaints  were  well  founded,  even  if  complai- 
nants were  narrow-minded  and  penurious.  But  what  would  Our 
grumbling  friends  say,  were  they  living  in  England,  where  there 
are  three  times  as  many  societies  ?  Whatever  they  might  say 
would  not  weaken  the  conviction  that  such  societies  are  bless- 
ings. They  are  healthy  signs.  They  mark  steps  in  the  world's 
progress.  They  show  that  humanity-loving  and  God-fearing 
men  are  increasing.  There  may  be  incidental  evils.  Weak- 
minded  persons  may  rest  satisfied  with  '  the  style  of  doing  good 
as  by  turning  a  crank ;'  and  some  people  may,  '  in  their  ambi- 
tion to  convert  the  world,  forget  their  own  personal  sanctification ;' 
but  there  is  no  reason  why  occasional  working  by  proxy  should 
weaken  the  sense  of  responsibility.  Of  the  great  societies  of  this 
great  metropolis,  such  as  the  Christian  Instruction,  Religious 
Tract,  London  and  Baptist  Missionary,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
speak.  Their  history  is  familiar  to  all.  They  have  served  as 
models  to  our  great  American  societies. 

'_'  There  are  other  societies  peculiar  to  London  and  its  vicinity, 
of  which  less  is  known  on  your  side  of  the  water.  Let  me  notice 
one,  against  which  the  most  fault-finding  have  not  a  word  to 
utter,  in  which  there*  is  no  '  turning  a  crank,*  no  doing  good  by 
proxy.  A  society  which  asks  for  sympathy,  prayers,  and  active 
cooperation,  which  asks  for  men,  young  men,  and  nothing  more. 
Taking  the  most  direct  course  from  the  general  post-office  to  the 
bank,  thus  avoiding  the  throngs  of  the  greatest  thoroughfare  in 
the  world,  Cheapside — on  the  right  hand  side  of  Gresham  street, 
a  large  stuccoed  building  will  be  observed,  on  the  doors  of  which 
are  inscribed,  Toung  Merit  Chrittian  Auociation.  Ascending 
the  stairs  we  enter  a  spacious  apartment  some  thirty  by  sixty 
feet  It  is  quite  elegantly  furnished  with  mahogany  tables, 
sofas,  and  lounges.  Here  also  may  be  found  the  principal  news- 
papers of  the  kingdom,  together  with  journals  from  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Ascending  another  flight  of  stairs;  we  reach  a  room 
similar  to  the  first  supplied  with  all  the  reviews  and  magazines. 
Adjoining  it  is  the  library-room,  in  which  lectures  are  occasional- 
ly delivered.  The  library  may  be  called  a  small  one,  having 
less  than  8000  volumes.  But  the  number  of  volumes  in  a  libra- 
ry is  no  indication  of  its  value.  A  bettor  selected  collection,  one 
mora  complete]/  adapted  to  the  wanta  »f  those  using  It,  wa 


hardly  be  conceived.  On  this  point  it  is  enough  to  say  they 
were  selected  by  a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  John  Harris,  T. 
Hartwell  Home,  and  John  Howard  Hinton ;  and  additions  are 
constantly  made  by  advice  of  the  same  committee.  In  the  libra- 
ry-room, on  Sunday  afternoon,  a  large  class  of  young  men  meet 
to  study  the  word  of  God.  There  are  other  classes  of  the  same 
kind,  under  the  direction  of  the  association,  meeting  in  various 
parts  of  the  city.  The  graduates  make  efficient  Sunday-school 
teachers.  In  the  floor  above  the  library  are  bath-rooms,  class- 
rooms, etc  Instruction  is  regularly  given  to  classes  in  French, 
German,  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew.  There  is  also  a  class  in 
English  literature,  which  meets  weekly  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  Charles  Stovel,  who  devotes  much  time  gratuitously  to  the 
association.  His  lectures  on  English  language  and  literature  are 
highly  appreciated.  He  is  well  known  on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic as  an*  accomplished  scholar.  He  is  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
church,  Goodman  Fields,  near  the  Tower,  where  Abraham  Booth 
preached  so  many  years.  There  is  one  peculiarity  in  the  arrange- 
ments I  must  mention,  and  that  is  the  refreshment-room.  Pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  physical  as  well  as  intellectual  man. 
Between  the  hours  of  five  and  eight  p.m.,  in  the  lower  reading- 
room,  servants  are  in  attendance,  and  members  are  furnished 
with  tea,  coffee,  chocolate,  and  other  refreshments,  at  cost  price — 
about  half  what  is  charged  at  restaurants.  When  the  '  magnifi- 
cent distances'  of  London  are  considered,  this  must  be  acknow- 
ledged a  great  convenience.  Members  can  now  spend  two  or 
three  hours  in  the  reading-rooms,  after  business  hours,  before 
going  home. 

"  I  see  I  have  been  reversing  the  proper  order  by  describing  the 
'local  habitation' of  the  Toung  Merit  Christian  A$*ocia turn  before 
speaking  of  the  association  itself.  It  is,  comparatively  speaking, 
a  new  institution.  Six  years  ago  it  was.  organized.  The  Rev. 
Thomas  Binney  in  an  address  delivered  at  *  recent  meeting 
said, 

"'There was  a  young  man  in  a  certain  house  in  London, 
working  away  there — ay,  and  working  well ;  a  young  man  of 
activity,  and  tact,  and  industry,  and  talent  attending  to  his 
business,  and  being  thoroughly  in  his  business  when  he  was  in 
it ;  and  the  thought  rose  up  in  his  mind  of  getting  a  few  young 
men,  like-minded,  together,  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  unite  in 
prayer ;  and  lo,  this  institution  came  to  be  evolved  from  that  one 
thought  I  Blessed  be  God,  from  whom  such  thoughts  proceed, 
who  putteth  the  thought  in  the  heart  first,  and  then  poureth  bis 
blessing  on  the  heart  where  it  is,  until  the  thought  groweth  and 
groweth  like  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  the  parable,  till  the  little 
seed  becometh  a  great  tree,  and  many  are  gathered  under  the 
shadow  thereof.' 

"  Its  religious  character  is  to  be  remarked.  It  is  its  peculiar 
glory.  There  are  other  associations  which  accomplish  a  part  of 
what  this  proposes  ;  but  I  know  of  none  in  which  the  attainment 
of  piety  and  manifestation  of  godliness  are  the  leading  objects. 
It  is  not  enough  to  be  religiout  in  the  sense  commonly  under- 
stood. A  man  has  more  to  do  than  save  himself.  ■  It  is  com- 
paratively easy  to  maintain  a  Christian  character,  especially  on 
Sunday ;  but  is  this  living  the  Christian  life? 

"  Religion  must  be  carried  out  of  the  church,  and  seen  on  other 
days  than  Sunday.  As  well  expressed  by  Frederick  Maurice, 
'  The  kingdom  of  God  begins  within ;  but  it  is  to  make  itself 
manifest  without  It  is  lo  penetrate  the  feelings,  habits,  thoughts, 
words,  acts  of  him  who  is  the  subject' of  it'  Believing  these 
things,  not  a  few  Christian  young  men  of  London  have  resolv- 
ed, in  God's  strength,  to  accomplish  these  objects,  namely, 
'  The  improvement  of  the  spiritual  and  mental  condition  of  com- 
mercial young  men  by  the  efforts  of  the  members  of  the  society 
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cal  instruction,  mutual  improvement  classes,  and  'the  diffusion 
of  Christian  literature.'  Article  eighth  of  their  constitution 
reads,  'Any  person  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  who  gives 
decided  evidence  of  his  conversion  to  God.'  Young  men  of 
good  character  may  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  library  and  read- 
ing-room on  payment  of  a  small  sum.  The  first  three  years  of 
its  existence  was  a  struggle ;  the  munificence  of  George  Hitch- 
cock, Esq.,  kept  the  society  free  from  debt,  yet  it  was  felt  that 
too  little  was  accomplished. 
"  In  1848,  the  third  annual  course  of  lectures  was  published, 
-  and  in  a  short  time  36,000  copies  were  sold.  The  attention  of 
the  Christian  public  was  directed  to  the  association,  and  thou- 
sands of  warm  friends  enlisted.  All  the  evangelical  clergymen 
of  London  are  firm  friends,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  young 
men  of  their  congregations  members.  As  might  have  been  ex- 
pected, a  few  very  High  Churchmen  have  opposed  it  openly.  '  It 
is  one  of  the  means  of  swelling  the  ranks  of  dissent,'  (the  rank- 
est of  offenses,)  'and  its  members  offer  unauthorized  prayers.' 
It  is  true  there  are  district  prayer-meetings  regularly  held  in 
five  different  places  in  London,  and  many  young  men  trace 
their  conversion  to  words  'fitly  spoken'  in  these  devotional 
meetings.  Hundreds  bless  God  for  this  association.  There  is 
scarcely  a  commercial  house  in  London,  of  any  size,  without  one 
or  more  of  its  missionaries  among  its  clerks.  A  young  man  from 
the  country  coming  up  to  London  is  at  once  led  out  of  tempta- 
tion. Instead  of  snares  surrounding  him,  he  finds  friends  to  help 
and  cheer;  and  they  are  faithful  too.  They  provide  for  him  a 
delightful  place  and  a  delightful  way  for  him  to  spend  his  leisure. 
The  young  stranger  can  say  no  longer,  '  No  man  careth  for  my 
souL'    This  is  best  of  all.  G.  M.  T." 


TIIE  HOME  FOR  STRANGERS  IN   DRESDEN. 

Attractive  homes  or  lodging-places  for  the  young  men  of  our 
large  cities,  which  shall  furnish  to  them  a  refuge  from  the  low 
tavern  or  the  cheap  boarding-houso,  are  urgently  demanded. 
There  are  cheering  signs  of  benevolent  effort  in  this  direction. 
In  Pittsburg,  the  Young  Men's  Home  has  for  a  long  time  furnish- 
ed such  a  refuge.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Philadelphia  have  lately 
raised  $40,000  toward  securing  in  that  city  an  edifice  for  similar 
purposes.  Such  enterprises  should  become  an  important  branch 
of  Y.  H.  C.  A.  work  in  all  our  cities.  In  Germany,  this  is  quite 
a  favorite  form  of  philanthropic  effort 

A  friend  now  traveling  in  Europe  writes,  "  While  in  Dresden, 
I  stopped  for  a  time  at  the  '■Herberge  zur  Heimath.^  I  was  fur- 
nished there  with  a  very  nice  room,  for  which  I  paid  twenty-five 
cents  a  night  I  went  all  over  the  building ;  and  made  out  the 
following  sketch  from  notes  I  took  at  the  time,  and  from  statis- 
tics with  which  the  'house-father'  very  politely  furnished  me." 


The  Evangelical  Association  Building  in  Dresden  was 
bought  in  1869  for  the  sum  of  15,000  thalers,  or  about  $12,500. 
The  building,  which  was  not  erected  for  the  special  uses  to  which 
it  is  now  devoted,  is  situated  in  Neugasse,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  city,  in  the  middle  of  a  long  block  of  houses.  It  is  large, 
roomy,  clean,  comfortable,  and  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  used.  It  furnishes,  first,  a  temporary  home  or  rest- 
ing-plaee  for  poor  journeymen,  and  saves  them  from  the  evil  in- 
fluences of  the  cheap  taverns  in  the  city ;  (this  gives  its  name  to 
the  building,  Herberge  zur  Heimath.)  In  the  second  place,  it 
provides  a  locale  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  By 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  building  is  devoted  to  the  first  of  these 
objects.  It  is  furnished  in  the  rear  with  two  parallel  wings. 
Between  these  is  a  courtyard,  and  back  of  them  a  pleasant  little 
garden  belonging  to  the  institution. 

On  the  ground  floor,  a  large  double  room,  extending  through 


the  main  part  of  the  building,  with  three  windows  in  front  and 
two  behind,  serves  the  purpose  of  a  parlor  and  dining-room  for 
the  journeymen.  It  is  very  plainly  furnished  with  tables  and 
chairs.  The  walls  are  covered  with  mottoes  and  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture. The  room  is  capable  of  accommodating  between  seventy 
and  eighty  persons.  A  short  devotional  exercise  is  held  here  by 
the  house-father,  or  chaplain  of  the  building,  every  morning  at 
half-past  seven,  and  every  evening  at  half-past  nine  o'clock.  Back 
of  this  room,  in  one  of  the  wings  of  the  house,  is  the  kitchen,  and 
opposite  the  kitchen,  in  the  other  wing,  a  large  room  containing 
six  beds  for  the  accommodation  of  journeymen.  In  the  third  or 
top  story,  there  are  twelve  rooms,  containing  in  all  forty-four 
beds,  namely,  four  rooms  with  six  beds  in  each,  one  room  with 
four  beds,  three  with  three,  three  with  two,  and  one  with  one. 
In  the  second  story,  there  are  three  rooms  similarly  used,  and 
containing  ten  beds.  The  price  of  lodging  in  any  of  the  quarters 
thus  far  enumerated  is  three  groschen,  or  about  eight  cents,  a 
night;  but  on  this  same  floor  there  are  also  two  large  rooms,  with 
only  two  beds  in  each,  where  the  price  per  bed  is  five  groschen 
a  night.  Thus,  accommodation  for  the  night  can  be  furnished  to 
as  many  as  sixty-four  journeymen  at  a  time.  The  number,  how- 
ever, that  actually  lodge  in  the  building  is  between  thirty  and 
forty  each  night  From  the  1st  of  April,  1870,  to  the  1st  of  April, 
1871,  about  seven  thousand  persons  were  thus  accommodated. 
The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  the  only  Christian  Association  that  has  its 
locale  in  this  building.  It  has  for  its  own  use  six  rooms  in  the 
first  story.  The  largest  is  a  long  and  neatly-furnished  hall,  ca- 
pable of  seating  from  eighty  to  ninety  persons,  situated  in  the 
front  part  of  the  building,  and  lighted  by  four  windows.  The 
walls  of  the  halls  are  decorated  with  pictures  and  Scripture  texts. 
At  one  end  of  it  is  a  little  melodeon,  and  at  the  other  a  low  plat- 
form and  desk,  which  is  often  used  as  a  pulpit  In  this  hall  re- 
ligious exercises  are  held  by  the  association  every  Sunday  even- 
ing. Adjoining  the  hall  is  a  room  with  two  front  windows,  called 
the  "  instruction-room,"  where  lessons  are  given  in  music,  draw- 
ing, ciphering,  etc  Opening  out  from  this  room  is  an  alcove, 
where  the  library  is  kept,  and  a  sitting-room,  where  the  social 
meetings  of  the  association  are  held.  Back  of  this  room,  in  one 
of  the  wings  of  the  building,  there  are  two  sleeping-rooms  be- 
longing to  the  association,  and  capable  of  lodging  four  persons. 
They  are  at  the  service  of  members  of  the  association  for  the 
extremely  moderate  rent  of  $1.10  a  month  for  each  person.  The 
rooms  in  the  other  wing  of  the  house  on  this  floor  constitute  the 
house-father's  dwelling.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  contains  about  fifty 
members  at  present  Nine  of  their  members  went  to  the  war, 
two  as  diakonen,  and  the  rest  as  soldiers.  One  of  these  has  never 
been  heard  from  since. 

Besides  the  association's  locale  and  the  herberge,  the  building 
contains  six  rooms  in  the  second  story,  three  of  which  are  double 
and  three  single,  furnished  in  hotel  style,  and  intended  for  the 
accommodation  of  more  affluent  travelers  than  the  journeymen. 
A  little  dining-saloon  is  also  fitted  up  for  their  use  in  the  front 
part  of  the  house,  on  the  ground  floor. 


"  While  place  we  Beek  or  place  we  shun, 
The  soul  finds  happiness  in  none ; 
But  with  a  God  to  guide  our  way, 
Tis  equal  joy  to  go  or  stay." 


Pbogbkssive  Humility.— "  When  I  speak  of  progress,  it  is  in 
descending  and  not  in  mounting.  '  Love  is  our  might,'  says  St. 
Augustine.  Let  us  so  charge  ourselves  with  the  might  of  love  as 
to  sink  the  scale  of  self  to  its  just  level.  This  will  bo  manifested 
by  our  readiness  to  bear  the  cross,  the  humiliations,  the  suffering*, 
which  are  neceesarjr  to  the  purification  of  the  soul." 

■ 


the  soul." 
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THE  DECLINE  IN  BIBLICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

Br  Pnor.  W.  H.  Thomson,  M.D. 

No.  IL 

The  Inadequacy  of  the  Sabbath-School. 

In  our  last  article  we  endeavored  to  show  (hat  the  reason  why 
the  Bible  is  a  book  which  is  rarely  referred  to  in  the  common 
intercourse  of  modern  society,  is  from  the  too  prevalent  neglect 
of  its  study  as  a  whole  on  the  part  of  Christians  themselves,  so 
that  they  have  an  imperfect  comprehension  of  any  thing  in  it,  ex- 
cept that  which  has  some  special  relation  to  the  spiritual  needs 
of  an  awakened  conscience.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  Bible 
becomes'  to  Christians  in  general  what  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  is  to  the  Episcopalians  in  particular — a  precious  companion 
in  seclusion  or  at  church,  but  unfit  for  the  outer  walks  and 
ways  of  life.  The  natural  inference  from  this  would  seem  to  be 
that  the  Bible  fails  to  furnish  topics  of  general  interest,  such  as 
science,  politics,  or  history  can  afford,  and  therefore,  like  a 
liturgy  or  a  hymn,  must  be  rather  out  of  place  except  on  admit- 
tedly religious  occasions.  We  do  not  believe  that  a  greater  mis- 
conception than  this  is  possible  ;  for  we  are  firmly  convinced  that 
Christians  could  always  find  that  there  is  no  book  which  the 
world  will  so  willingly  discuss  as  the  Bible  itself.  Instead  of 
the  Bible  not  interesting  the  minds  of  men,  it  abounds  through- 
out with  a  wonderful  variety  of  subjects  about  which  men  can 
not  help  being  interested,  and  which  they  will  gladly  inquire  or 
converse  about  We  believe  that  most  persons  who  have  much 
to  do  with  young  men  in  our  cities,  will  agree  that  there  are  mul- 
titudes who,  though  doubters,  are  yet  most  ready  to  enter  into 
conversation  on  religious  questions,  from  a  sincere  desire  to  gain 
Christian  convictions  for  themselves.  To  jneet  their  difficulties, 
however,  it  will  not  answer  to  address  them  at  once  as  sinners  ; 
for  their  minds  must  be  satisfied  first  before  exhortation  can 
have  any  point.  What  they  are  seeking  for  is  not  preaching, 
but  teaching ;  and  that  they  are  right  in  taking  such  an  attitude 
we  believe  can  be  inferred  from  the  example  of  the  Bible  itself. 
The  Koran  is  almost  one  continued  monotonous  piece  of  special 
pleading  in  behalf  of  Mohammed  and  his  doctrine,  but  not  so  does 
the  Bible  lead  men  to  Christ.  He  is  indeed  the  end  and  aim  of 
the  whole,  the  Alpha  and  the  Omega  of  the  Scriptures ;  but  what 
is  the  proportion  from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  between  the  pages 
devoted  to  Christ's  own  words  about  himself  and  those  devoted 
to  history,  law,  discussion,  as  in  Job — meditation,  as  in  Ecclesi- 
astes — poetry,  as  in  the  Psalms,  pure  allegory,  prophecy,  and  even 
common  business  economy?  What  indeed  is  omitted?  what  can 
men  experience  and  then  find  that  there  is  no  reference  to  it  in 
the  Bible  ?  The  great  need  is,  to  make  men  know  this  book 
more  and  better ;  to  have  teachers  mighty  in  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  as  well  as  of  the  New  Testament,  (John  6  :  80,)  rather  than  so 
many  church  orators,  and  we  will  engage  that  there  will  be  no 
lack  of  hearers  from  the  very  world  which  now  stands  aloof  from 
the  pulpit  and  the  preacher. 

But  the  teacher  is  needed  for  the  church  itself  even  more  than 
for  the  world.  Multitudes  of  Christians  read  their  Bibles  more 
after  the  fashion  of  a  religious  performance  than  as  a  means  of 
doctrine  in  the  knowledge  which  comes  of  God.  Students  who 
apply  their  own  minds  to  an  independent  study  and  searching  of 
the  Scriptures,  we  fear,  are  fewer  in  proportion  to  the  general 
mass  of  professing  Christians  in  our  age  and  country  than  was 
the  case  a  century  ago.  We  are  convinced  that  one  reason  of 
this  is  due  to  the  great  change  in  primary  religious  instruction 
which  has  been  occasioned  by  the  rise  of  the  Sunday-school. 
At  present,  the  majority  of  Christian  parents  in  our  land  act  as  if 
their  duty  as  respects  the  education  of  their  children  in  the  Bible 
was  fulfilled  if  they  insure  their  regular  attendance  at  the  Sab- 
bath-school.   By  this  transfer  of  their  own  duty  to  the  Sabbath- 


school  teacher,  however,  they  injure  themselves  as  well  as  their 
children,  if  only  because  there  is  no  way  of  teaching  one's  self  in 
any  knowledge  so  sure  as  undertaking  to  teach  the  same  to  others. 

But  aside  from  this  consideration,  how  much  of  thorough 
and  effective  Biblical  instruction  can  the  Sabbath-school  afford  t 
It  is  a  small  Sabbath-school  in  our  cities  which  reports  less  than 
a  hundred  scholars,  and  in  such  a  gathering  the  tendency  is  in- 
evitable that  the  teaching  should  be  adapted  for  the  average 
rather  than  for  the  individual.  Being  a  meeting,  moreover,  as 
well  as  a  school,  the  exercises  are  made  to  correspond  accord- 
ingly. One  school  I  know  of  (which  in  the  character  both  of  its 
teachers  and  scholars  is  probably  above  instead  of  below  the 
average  of  church — not  mission — Sabbath-schools)  takes  up  its 
hour  for  instruction  in  the  Bible  thus:  first  a  hymn,  then  a 
prayer,  then  another  hymn,  and  sometimes,  because  they  sing  so 
sweetly,  a  third  hymn ;  then  the  school  recite  a  few  detached 
verses  given  out  the  Sabbath  before  to  learn  by  heart,  and  then 
comes  the  turn  for  the  Bible-lesson.  This  last,  the  only  real 
attempt  at  study  of  God's  own  word,  is  invariably  a  short  pas- 
sage of  a"  part  of  it,  namely,  the  New  Testament,  and  the  time  so 
occupied  rarely  exceeds  twenty  minutes,  when  the  librarian's 
assistants  come  round  for  the  book  exchange,  after  which  follow 
one  or  two  hymns  more.  But  this  is  not  all.  Once  out  of  every 
four  Sabbaths  the  Bible  is  dropped  altogether  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  mission  meeting,  which  is  taken  up  by  the  reading  of 
class  reports,  followed  by  addresses  to  the  children ;  nor  is  this 
last  feature  restricted  to  the  monthly  festival  either,  for  I  have 
often  seen  the  Bible  lessons  suspended  on  the  other  Sabbaths, 
owing  to  the  advent  of  some  brother  who  has  kindly  consented 
to  come  in  and  say  a  word  to  the  children.  Now,  how  muob 
actual  knowledge  of  God's  word  1s  this  kind  of  education  going; 
to  impart?  Who  would  think  of  teaching  geography  in  this 
weekly  fashion  ? 

It  is  a  misnomer  to  call  this  gathering  a  school  of  any 
kind.  It  is  a  good  thing,  and  it  does  good;  but  that  it  is 
not  a  Bible-school  I  found  by  starting  a  little  class  of  some 
twenty  young  ladies,  each  of  whom  I  believe,  without  exception, 
had  grown  up  in  this  "nursery  of  the  church,"  and  the  most  of 
whom  were  daughters  of  the  officers,  or  at  least  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  congregation.  Not  one  of  them  knew  whether 
David  came  before  Elijah  or  Elijah  before  David.  Not  one  of 
them  was  certain  where  Daniel  lived.  Not  one  of  them  could 
read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible  for  themselves,  so  as  to  profit  by  it, 
nearly  as  well  as  I  have  seen  young  converts  in  Mu  Lebanon, 
who  never  had  Christian  parents,  or  had  seen  the  Bible  until 
they  came  to  the  missionaries.  Year  after  year  they  had  at- 
tended the  Sabbath-school,  gaining  but  little  more  knowledge 
one  year  than  the  year  before,  until  they  felt  too  old  to  keep  on 
in  the  same  round  of  Sunday-school  exercises ;  and  I  often 
thought  whether  they  would  not  have  been  better  off  bad  they 
come  to  me  to  study  the  Bible,  like  Druses  or  Moslems,  as  a 
wholly  new  book,  than  to  have  gone  over  it  without  going  into 
it  I  by  no  means  wish  to  imply  that  the  Sabbath-school  had 
not  benefited  them  ;  far  from  it,  for  some  of  them  already  felt 
that  they  had  been  converted  there ;  but  instructed  in  the  Bible 
as  they  should  have  been,  they  were  not. 


SEEING  THE  KINGDOM  NOW. 
The  latter  clause  of  that  wonderful  saying  of  our  Lord,  •'Ex- 
cept a  man  be  born  again,  he  can  not  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  " 
has  naturally  been  less  considered  than  the  first  Overshadowed, 
as  it  were,  by  the  greater  truth  of  the  new  birth,  the  sight  of  the 
kingdom  has  attracted  less  of  our  thought  and  meditation.  In- 
deed, nuny  commit  the  mistake  of  applying  the  text  solely  to  oar 
future  state  of  being.    This  is  indeed  a  part  of  the  precious  im> 
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port  of  these  words;  but  it  is  only  a  part  We  pray  that  the 
"kingdom  may  come"  to  us  here,  that  God's  "will  maybe  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven."  A  present  view  of  this  king- 
dom is  therefore  to  be  looked  for. 

It  has  been  often  remarked  that  those  to  whom  spiritual  things 
are  now  lifeless  find  forbidding  would  And  no  pleasure  in  such 
things  were  they  suddenly  translated  in  their  present  impure 
state  to  the  realms  of  the  saints  in  heaven.  "  They  would  hear," 
says  Dr.  Guthrie,  "  no  sounds  of  ecstasy,  would  see  no  bright- 
ness, would  smell  no  perfumes  in  Paradise." 

"Behold I  the  kingdom  of  God  is  within  you."  "Without 
holiness,  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  Let  us  address  these  de- 
clarations closely  to  our  hearts,  that  wo  may  "  see  the  kingdom  " 
around  and  within  us  as  well  as  above  us. 

Reflections  like  these  probe  deeply  into  our  hearts,  and  exhibit  to 
Us  how  much  or  how  little  of  the  kingdom  is  daily  seen  and  felt 
within  us.  They  should  excite  in  us  also  a  growing  desire  for 
those  thoughts  and  occupations  which  appeal  to  our  spiritual  na- 
ture, bringing  it  into  closer  union  and  communion  with  Him  with 
whom  it  must  be  our  supreme  desire  to  live  now,  if  we  hope  to 
dwell  with  him  forever  hereafter.  Let  us  give  heed  to  these 
things,  and  exemplify  them  in  a  life  of  practical  holiness. 


A   PERSISTENT   PERSECUTOR. 

The  members- of  our  association  in  Boston  have  been  for  more 
than  a  year  the  victims  of  a  singular  and  impudent  persecution. 
The  facts  have  been  so  often  distorted  and  misrepresented  in  the 
press,  that  we  have  obtained  for  publication,  from  an  excellent  and 
trustworthy  source,  the  following  statement : 

About  thirteen  months  ago,  a  stranger  took  his  stand  inside 
the  Tremont  Building,  near  the  door  to  the  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
rooms,  and  persistently  distributed  infidel  tracts,  denouncing  the 
Bible  and  the  truths  of  the  Gospel.  Civil  and  repeated  requests 
having  no  effect  on  him,  the  association  asserted  its  legal  right  to 
its  own  premises,  and,  by  order  of  the  mayor,  the  distributer  re- 
moved from  their  door  to  the  outer  or  street- entrance  of  the 
building.  Meantime,  he  tried  still  further  to  annoy  the  association 
by  attending  the  daily  prayer-meetings,  and  taking  part  iu  a 
disputatious  and  controversial  way,  which  is  expressly  forbidden 
in  all  our  union  prayer-meetings,  till  his  presence  was  itself  a 
serious  disturbance.  Next  he  sought  to  become  a  member  of  the 
association — paying,  when  he  made  application,  as  is  customary 
in  the  Boston  Y.  H.  0.  A.,  one  dollar,  and  receiving  a  certificate — 
but  the  approval  of  the  standing  committee,  which  is  necessary 
to  constitute  a  member,  was  refused,  and  his  dollar  was  tendered 
him  at  the  time  he  was  notified  of  this  action  of  the  committee. 
He,  however,  declined  to  receive  it  Without  the  knowledge  of 
the  association,  an  attempt  was  made  to  suppress  him  by  arresting 
him  under  the  law  forbidding  the  blocking  up  of  the  public  high- 
way. He  was  of  course  acquitted,  and  immediately  charged  the 
association  with  causing  his  arrest  They  then  felt  called  upon 
to  publish  a  card  stating  that  they  were  entirely  innocent,  and 
ignorant  of  the  whole  affair.  This  is  .the  only  public  notice  they 
have  taken  of  the  many  false  stories  concerning  them  that  he  has 
circulated.  It  was  finally  deemed  best,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
peace,  order,  and  decorum  necessary  in  the  prosecution  of  work 
for  Christ  at  our  rooms,  to  exclude  him  altogether  as  an  unruly 
and  unmanageable  person.*  After  being  quietly  but  firmly  put 
out  some  dozen  times,  he  tried  ineffectually  to  drag  the  affair 
into  court  What  further  annoyance  he  may  cause  our  members 
in  Boston,  we  can  not  say,  but  they  are  certainly  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  Christian  forbearance  and  patience  they  have  shown 
in  dealing  with  this  meddlesome  disturber  of  their  peace.  We 
assure  them  of  the  hearty  sympathy  of  all  associated  with  them 
in  laboring  for  our  common  Master. 


TOGETHER  IN  CHRIST. 
Rev.  Jakes  Marshall. 

There  was  a  feeling  of  companionship  among  the  early  Chris- 
tians. They  were  not  lonely  travelers.  Cut  off  from  friendship 
with  their  heathen  neighbors,  they  were  driven  closer  together 
by  persecuting  enemies.  Then  a  convert  was  not  a  solitary 
Christian,  but  a  soldier  under  King  Immanuel.  Comrade  sup- 
ported comrade.  Together  they  prayed,  and  side  by  side  they 
went  from  house  to  house,  speaking  of  the  Captain  of  their  sal- 
vation. 

They  had  a  spirit  of  charity.  They  loved  God  and  their  fel- 
low-men. Love,  like  the  strong  fire,  burned  up  the  selfish  dross, 
melted  the  pure  gold  till  it  flowed  together.  The  wealthy,  not 
by  compulsion,  but  with  a  willing  mind,  gave  to  those  who  had 
need,  and  none  suffered  from  want  The  rich  and  the  poor  loved 
one  another,  met  together,  and  together  worked  in  the  service  of 
their  common  Lord. 

Christian  hearts  are  knit  together  in  love.  A  matter  of  selfish  in. 
terest  unites  men  as  a  number  of  beads  are  held  together  on  a 
string.  When  the  gain  changes  into  loss,  the  string  breaks,  and 
the  beads  scatter.  But  the  bond  of  Christian  union  is  a  strong 
chain,  every  link  of  which  is  made  of  love,  and  binds  the  hopes 
of  believers  together. 

Christians  are  dear  and  near  to  one  another  in  their  common 
hope.  And  like  the  rays  of  the  sun  traced  back  to  their  source, 
the  nearer  believers  come  to  Christ,  the  nearer  they  come  to.  each 
other.    Nearer  Jesus,  nearer  together 

Soldiers  or  Christ,  together  stand, 
A  strong,  united,  working  bsnd ; 
Together  praj  and  work  in  love, 
Praise  Jesus  here  snd  then  shot*. 


Cbosses  to  be  taken,  not  bought. — "  The  crosses  which  ori- 
ginate with  ourselves  are  not  near  as  efficient  in  eradicating  self- 
love  as  those  which  come  in  the  daily  allotments  of  God.  These 
latter  contribute  no  aliment  for  the  nourishment  of  our  own  wills ; 
and  as  they  proceed  immediately  from  a  merciful  providence,  they 
are  accompanied  by  grace  sufficient  for  all  our  needs.  We  havo 
nothing  to  do,  then,  but  to  surrender  ourselves  to  God  each  day, 
without  looking  further ;  he  will  carry  us  in  his  arms  as  a  mother 
bears  her  child." — Fenelon. 


Written  tor  the  Association  Monthly. 
ASCENSION-DAY. 

What  is  there  left  T    Our  hearts  were  very  glad. 
They  burned  within  us  at  His  gracious  words 
Which  stirred  us  up  to  hope  and  purpose  high ; 
They  melted  at  his  tones  of  tenderness, 
As  words  of  blessing  fell  on  us  like  dew. 

What  is  there  left  T    Before  his  voice  was  still. 
Behold,  he  stood  no  longer  on  the  earth, 
But  parted  from  us  slowly,  floating  up 
Like  some  white  vapor  on  a  summer  morn  ; 
Then  stooped  a  cloud,  and  hid  him  from  our  sight 

What  is  there  left  ?    As  we  stood  gazing  up 
Into  the  awful  splendors  of  that  light 
In  which  he  vanished,  on  our  faces  fell, 
And  on  our  hearts,  all  desolate  and  chill, 
The  shadow  of  our  dear  departing  Lord. 

What  is  there  left  ?    In  loneliness  and  griet 
Should  we  have  known,  unless  an  angel  came  ? 
But  ho  hath  told  us.    There  is  left  us  work — 
Work  for  the  Master,  till  he  come  again  ; 
And  there  is  left  us  hope,  for  He  will  come ! 

Maut  E.  Atkinson 
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QUALIFICATIONS  OF  A  SECRETARY  OF  THE  YOUNG 

MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

R.  B.  Pool. 

The  question  is  often  asked  what  are  the  qualifications  required 
in  the  Secretary  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  T  The 
following  suggestions  may  serve  to  answer  the  inquiry.  We  may 
classify  those  qualifications  under  two  headings : 

First.  What  is  essential  ? 

Second.  What  is  desirable  1 

Among  essentials  we  should  say  first,  he  must  be 

(1)  A  Christian,,  and  by  this  we  mean  not  merely  a  member  of 
an  evangelical  church.  He  should  be  also  a  person  of  glowing 
piety,  one  of  whom  men  take  knowledge  that  he  has  been  with 
Jesus,  and  learned  of  lr  m.  This  is  the  central,  indispensable  qua- 
lification. An  earnest,  devoted,  spiritually-minded  man  of  prayer 
to  needed.  To  lead  young  men  to  Jesus,  and  to  strengthen  and 
build  up  in  Christ  those  who  already  bear  his  nane,  is  the  two- 
fold duty  of  this  responsible  office.  To  discharge  his  high  trust, 
the  secretary  must  be  one  who  is  living  in  constant  communion 
and  fellowship  with  him  to  whom  he  leads  those  that  come  under 
his  influence. 

(2)  A  person  of  Cordial  Maimers  is  required— one  who  will  win 
the  confidence  and  hearts  of  young  men.  He  is  to  be  brought 
in  contact  with  persons  of  varied  temperaments  and  peculiar  expe- 
riences ;  with  those  who  are  burdened  with  pain  and  grief  of  mind 
and  spirit.  A  worm  shake  of  the  hand,  a  kindliness  of  feeling, 
an  interest,  that  takes  hold  of  every  young  man — these  are  quali- 
fications of  no  secondary  importance,  for  they  are  the  open-sesame 
to  the  hearts  of  most  men. 

(3)  He  needs  Sterling  Common  Seme.  If  candidates  could  be 
examined  upon  common  sense,  few,  we  believe,  would  stand  a  very 
critical  inquest.  When  a  great  variety  of  matters  are  to  be  dealt 
with,  and  when  decisions  must  be  arrived  at  upon  the  instant, 
strong  common  sense  is  of  the  highest  value.  Do  not  make  the 
mistake  of  supposing  that  education  and  common  sense  are  syno- 
nymous. The  one  is  a  practical  knowledge  of  men  and  things ; 
the  other  has  more  to  do  with  mental  training  and  acquisition. 

(4)  A  good  English  Education  should  supplement  his  common 
sense.  This  will  enable  him  to  correspond  with  ease  and  accuracy, 
compose  with  ordinary  facility,  and  give  to  his  office  a  proper 
dignity  and  respect. 

(5)  He  should  possess  Executive  Ability,  that  he  may  not  only 
keep  alive  the  activity  of  the  association,  but  be  capable  of  origin- 
ating new  methods. 

(6)  Good  Judgment.  If  the  association  is  large,  there  will  of 
course  be  all  the  wider  field  for  this.  Questions  will  be  submitted, 
from  the  propriety  of  giving  an  alms  of  twenty-five  cents  to  the 
expediency  of,  at  once,  attempting  a  building-fund.  This  might 
have  been  included  in  Common  Sense,  but  from  a  desire  to  give  it 
more  emphasis. 

(7)  Patience— yea,  a  martyr-like  patience.  He  must  be  prepared 
to  be  interrupted  amidst  all  sorts  of  business,  and  at  all  hours. 
His  position  is  not  one  for  fastidious  ears.  He  will  be  called  upon 
to  listen  to  domestic  trials,  tales  of  lore,  adventure,  misfortunes, 
losses,  gains,  degradation,  stupidity,  conceit,  crime,  and  a  long  cata- 
logue of  virtues  and  vices.  Here  is  one  whose  case  is  "  peculiar ;  •' 
here  is  another  "  fitted  for  any  position."  Now  comes  in  a  fresh 
emigrant,  who  has  only  landed  a  few  weeks  ago,  but  is  penniless, 
his  dreams  of  golden  America  having  been  already  blighted. 
Another  is  a  man  of  liberal  culture,  who  wants  to  deliver  a  free 
lecture ;  a  genorous  offer,  perhaps,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  it  will  be 
more  beneficial  to  the  author  than  to  the  association.  The  secre- 
tary is  not  in  his  place,  however,  as  a  critic  or  a  cynic,  but  as  a 
Christian.  He  must  be  patient  and  forbearing,  having  the  good 
of  men  so  far  above  every  thing  else  that  their  failings  and  faults 
will  beget  a  deeper  love  for  their  souls. 

(8)  Average  Business  Ability.  The  want  of  training  in  and 
aptitude  for  business  matters  is  too  often  a  material  drawback  to 
professional  men.    Our  societies  require  to  be  managed  on  princi- 1 


pies  of  economy.    The  secretary  should  know  the  value  of  money, 
and  how  to  expend  it  judiciously. 
Secondly—  What  is  desirable  t 

(1)  He  should  be  a  Young  Man.  The  congruity  of  the  institu- 
tion will  be  better  preserved  by  it,  and  its  spirit  more  fully  carried 
out.    Secure,  by  All  means,  if  possible,  a  youug  man. 

(2)  A  Layman,  that  tbe  society  may  not  seem  to  have  a  deno- 
minational character.    The  office  should  not  be  that  of  a  chaplain. 

(8)  He  should  have  a  Liberal  Education,  to  give  him  breadth  of 
mind,  and  qualify  him  for  all  the  higher  functions  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

(4)  A  Knowledge  of  Human  Nature.  The  number  and  variety 
of  every  grade  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact  makes  it  almost  a 
necessity  for  him  to  read  character  intuitively,  that  he  may 
assist  the  worthy  and  detect  the  fraudulent. 

Many  desirable  excellences  might  be  dwelt  upon.  Tact,  quick- 
ness of  observation,  vocal  culture,  effectiveness  as  a  public  speaker, 
would  each  and  all  increase  the  secretary's  power  and  usefulness. 
The  importance  of  the  office  can  hardly  be  exaggerated.  It  has 
peculiar  cares  and  trials,  but  its  rewards  through  the  blessing  of 
the  Master  are  rich  and  satisfying. 


A  YEAR'S  LABOR  AMONG  THE  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

In  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Michigan,  and  Indiana. 
Annual  Report  op  Mm.  Weidensall. 

The  record  of  the  third  year  of  Mr.  Robert  Weidensall's  labors 
as  agent  in  the  West  of  our  General  Executive  Committee  is  ex- 
ceedingly encouraging.  His  route  lay  through  the  four  States 
above  named,  ending  in  Kentucky.  So  well  timed  was  his  tour 
that  he  was  able  to  attend  and  assist  at  the  State  Conventions  of 
Wisconsin,  Michigan,  and  Indiana. 

Summarizing  the  results  of  the  year,  Mr.  Weidensall  says  : 

"  The  field  in  which  I  have  labored  was  much  more  populous,  as 
well  as  richer  in  the  material  out  of  which  vigorous  assodatiooa 
are  organized,  than  the  districts  I  visited  during  the  first  two  years 
of  my  mission.  It  was,  therefore,  possible  to  achieve  more  satis- 
factory and  substantial  results,  and  to  accomplish  a  work  equal  in 
importance  to  all  I  was  able  to  do,  as  your  agent,  during  the  two 
years  previous  to  the  Indianapolis  Convention. 

"  During  the  year  I  traveled  5500  miles,  visited  98  towns  and 
cities,  assisted  in  organizing  16  new  associations,  secured  the  ap- 
pointment of  union  committees  in  10  towns,  (when  it  was  deemed 
unadvisable  to  start  at  once  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,)  called  npon  and  advised 
with  26  existing  associations,  and  discovered  6  German  '  J  anglings 
Vereius,'  explaining  to  them  the  object  and  aims  of  our  associa- 
tions." 

Mr.  Weidensall's  tour  was  full  of  interesting  and  encouraging 
incidents,  several  of  which  wo  cite  from  his  report : 

The  Normal  School  and  Colleges  of  Michigan. 

"  In  company  with  a  delegation  of  the  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
in  the  Michigan  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  I  attended  by  previous 
appointment  a  meetiug  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  YpeUanti. 
The  first  part  of  the  meeting  was  purely  devotional.  Afterward 
I  spoke  to  the  students  of  the  peculiar  fitness  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to 
a  State  Normal  School,  showed  them  that  no  other  effective  reli- 
gious organization  could  well  exist  there,  and  that  an  acquaintance 
with  association  work  would  qualify  them  to  form  such  societies 
in  their  own  school-houses  wherever  they  might  teach,  the  rooms 
being  frequently  available  for  such  a  purpose. 

"  The  students  and  professors  forthw'ith  resolved  themselves  into 
an  association,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  draught  papers  for  per- 
manent organization. '  After  this,  the  students  from  the  university 
addressed  the  members  of  the  Normal  School,  and  were  happily 
responded  to  by  the  professors  of  the  Normal  School.  It  was  a 
delightful  meeting. 

'  I  also  visited  the  colleges  at  Hillsdale,  Adrian,  and  KaJamasoo 
accompanied  to  the  two  former  places  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Seeley,  of  the 
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Michigan  University.    The  establishment  or  an  association  in  each 
was  secured  beyond  a  doubt. 

"  When  the  Michigan  State  Convention  met  at  Jackson  in  Janu- 
ary last,  two  educational  institutions,  the  University  and  Oliver 
College,  had  each  a  T.  M.  C.  A.  Five  have  since  been  added  to 
the  list." 

The  Gehman  JCnglings  Vereins. 

Six  of  these  Vereins  were  visited  by  Mr.  Weidensall.  Five  of 
them  were  connected  with  Lutheran  churches,  though  they  wel- 
comed all  young  men  to  their  membership ;  but  the  most  vigorous 
of  these  associations  was  the  one  formed  on  the  model  of  our 
American  societies,  namely, 

The  German  Jiingling*  Verein  of  Louistilk,  Ky.  Of  this  Mr. 
Weidensall  writes :  "  The  Verein  was  organized  within  the  past 
year.  I  called  on  the  president  and  found  him  a  devoted,  active 
Christian.  He  had  opened  a  correspondence  with  the  German 
societies  in  St.  Louis,  Mew-York,  Indianapolis,  and  other  -places, 
with  a  view  to  more  concerted  action  on  the  part  of  our  German 
brethren  in  this  work. 

"  This  association  has  53  members,  has  rented  a  third-story  room 
for  $100  a  year,  and  holds  4  meetings  each  week.  One  of  their 
number  is  going  to  Germany,  and  will  purchase,  with  money  now 
in  their  possession,  a  library  for  their  use.  They  have  two  classes 
of  members,  active  and  associate.  Some  Romanists  banded  in 
their  names  to  become  active  members,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  propriety  of  receiving  them  as  such.  I 
waited  on  tho  committee,  explained  the  position  of  our  English 
associations  on  this  question,  and  urged  them  to  stand  upon  the 
same  platform." 

Of  Dultjth  on  La  *e  Superior,  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Bailroad,  Mr.  Weidensall  writes,  "  I  visited  the  associa- 
tion room,  located  conveniently  near  the  depot,  and  on  the  princi- 
pal street.  I  was  agreeably  surprised  by  its  attractiveness.  The 
librarian  was  an  old  sea  captain,  who  had  lost  the  earnings  of  his 
youth,  but  was  at  work  with  praiseworthy  industry.  Duluth  is  a 
hard  field  for  Christian  work,  but  I  enjoyed  making  the  acquaint- 
ance of  most  of  oar  members,  and  attended  one  good  monthly 
meeting." 

The  Memory  of  Dead  Associations. 

In  many  places  visited  in  this  extended  tour,  associations  had 
previously  existed,  but  had  for  various  reasons  been  suspended. 
Commenting  on  the  decease  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  at  St.  Anthony, 
Minn.,  which,  after  it  had  accomplished  a  good  work,  was  crushed 
under  the  burden  of  a  debt  and  died  lamented  by  the  Christian 
community,  Mr.  Weidensall  adds  the  following  suggestive  remark : 

"  Wherever  I  have  been,  I  have  noticed  that  the  death  of  those 
associations  which,  while  they  lived,  labored  directly  for  the  sal- 
vation of  souls,  has  been  deeply  lamented,  even  as  the  death  of  a 
good  man.  But  where  they  strive  merely  to  please  and  gratify, 
without  earnest  effort  in  their  religious  work,  their  death  was  re- 
garded by  Cliristians  as  a  blessing,  and  no  one  was  ready  to  revive 
the  society." 


T.  M.  C.  A.  AND  DUBLIN  TRACTS. 
L.  P.  Rowland. 
In  the  summer  of  1807,  during  the  sessions  of  the  International 
Convention  which  met  that  year  in  Montreal,  Mr.  T.  J.  Claxton, 
the  well-known  president  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  that  city,  invited 
several  of  the  convention  to  his  residence,  and  after  dinner  re- 
quested us  to  visit  his  tract  depository,  fitted  up  in  the  basement 
of  his  honse.  The  supply  of  this,  he  stated,  cost  him  over  $1200  a 
year.  He  placed  in  tho  hands  of  each  of  us  a  pound  package  of 
the  Dublin  tracts,  wishing  us  to  take  and  examine  them,  and  re- 
marking that  they  were  tho  best  and  cheapest  in  existence  My 
package  resulted  in  a  letter  to  Hon.  Henry  Bewley,  of  the  Dublin 
Repository ,  giving  full  particulars  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in 
America,  and  asking  a  large  donation  to  tho  conventions  of  the 
Statu*.    He  replied,  offering  to  send  them  at  one  fourth  of  the  ac- 


]  tual  cost  of  production.  I  immediately  wrote  to  several  conven 
tions,  asking  them  to  join  witli  us  in  an  order.  We  soon  received" 
the  amount  of  our  first  order,  namely,  one  and  a  half  tons,  and' 
found  that  we  were  paying  only  83  cents  for  800  little  books  of 
eight  pages  each.  Now  28  cents  pays  for  the  300,  and  we  have 
furnished  them  in  lots  worth  $10  each  to  associations  all  over  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States.  We  have  imported  in  all  about  eleven 
tons,  or  over  twelve  million  copies  of  these  little  books.  When  we 
commenced  this  importation,  the  tract  societies  were  charging  one 
cent  a  copy  for  what  we  received  from  Dublin  at  the  rate  of  nine 
copies  for  a  cent.  They  had,  too,  very  few  of  that  style  of  publica- 
tion. Now  they  issue  the  same  style  in  large  quantities,  and  at 
very  much  reduced  rates.  We  still  continue  their  importation  for 
the  associations,  and  are  able  to  secure  them  lower  than  ever  before. 
Is  there  not  a  Henry  Bewley  in  America  who  will  give  annually 
to  the  tract  societies  the  means  to  supply  the  Y:  M,  C.  Associations 
at  the  low  rate  we  have  mentioned  ? 


SELF  AND  SELF-SACRIFICING  LOVE. 

"  Self,  we  confess,  is  the  root  and  end  of  all  our  unconverted 
fallen  life.  Let  us  not  forget  that  self  may  no  less  underlie  much 
that  is  regarded  in  the  church  as  most  spiritual ;  and  that,  when 
it  does  so,  it  is  far  worse  and  far  more  hardening  than  any  amount 
of  worldly  selfishness.  Selfishness  is  surely  bad  enough  in  a  mere 
worldly  life  ;  but  it  is  far  more  dreadful  in  a  religious  one.  Yet 
in  a  religious  life,  as  we  see  in  the  Pharisees,  it  may,  though  un- 
discovered and  unconfessed,  be  most  rampant.  And  bad  as  self  is 
in  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  and  the  pride  of  life,  in  seeking  our  owa 
advantage  in  the  world  without  regard  to  other  men,  it  is  far 
worse  in  a  religions  life,  in  holy  forms,  and  outward  separation. 
As  far  as  my  observation  goes,  no  indulgence  of  passion  destroys 
the  spiritual  nature  so  much  as  respectable  religious  selfishness. 
It  binds  the  soul  in  almost  hopeless  bonds ;  for  men  think  that 
they  are  right,  and  even  thank  God  that  they  are  not  as  other 
men  ;  while  yet,  with  all  their  gifts,  and  spite  of  all  their  know- 
ledge, they  are  really  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked  in  wretched  self- 
love.  The  one  remedy  is  the  life  of  Christ,  the  life  of  God,  which 
is  self-sacrificing  love,  and  not  self-love." 

"  The  words, '  For  me  to  live  is  C/n-itt,'  express  far  more  than 
even  the  blessed  truth  that  '  Christ  liveth  in  us ;'  for  Christ  may 
live  in  us  and  be  our  life,  while  we  are  yet  living  rather  in  the 
flesh  than  in  the  Spirit.  But  if  '  for  us  to  live  is  Christ,'  our  lives 
will  not  only  be  holy  lives,  in  separation  from  evil,  and  devoted  to 
the  Father's  will,  but  loving,  self-denying,  self-sacrificing  lives  in 
our  relations  to  men." — Quoted  in  Tli*  Witnet*. 


BROKEN  TO  BE  MENDED. 

Suggested  by  the  remark  of  a  bereaved  friend  : 
"  We  can  not  be  mended,  unless  we  are  broken." 

Jesus,  our  tears  with  blessed  smiles  are  blending, 
For  thou  who  knowest  how  our  hearts  to  break, 

Knowest  the  happy  secret  of  their  mending, 
And  we  rejoice  in  sorrow  for  thy  sake. 

Yes,  break  us  all  to  pieces  at  thy  pleasure, 

For  the  poor  fragments  can  be  joined  by  thee ; 

Snatch  from  us,  if  tbou  wilt,  our  every  treasure ; 
Possessing  thee,  we  never  poor  can  be. 

There  is  a  sweetness  in  a  spirit  broken, 
That  lofty  souls  attain  not — can  not  know ; 

To  such  a  heart  tby  promises  are  spoken,* 
Thou  hast  a  solace  for  its  silent  woe. 

And  when  our  weary  days  on  earth  are  ended, 

And  from  its  agitations  we  are  free, 
We  sliall  rejoice  that  we  were  broken,  mended 

By  thine  own  skillful  hand— dear  Lord,  by  thee. 
•  Peahn  61 :  IT. 
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The  Committee  on  Credentials,  at  the  Washington  Con- 
vention, found  the  task  of  securing  a  full  and  accurate  list  of  the 
names  of  all  the  delegates  particularly  arduous.  We  are  obliged 
to  go  to  press  too  early  to  receive  the  benefit  of  their  completed 
labors,  and  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  delegates  with  any  imperfect 
rendering  of  their  names.  We  have  used  the  best  authorities  ac- 
cessible to  us. 


The  delay  in  the  issue  of  this  paper,  as  we  anticipated 
and  announced  last  month,  has  been  occasioned  by  our  waiting  for 
the  reports  of  the  Washington  Convention. 


INDORSEMENT  OF  THE  MONTHLY  BY  INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTIONS. 
The  Contention  at  Indianapolis,  in  June,  1870,  "Resolved, 
That,  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  associations,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  adding  to  its  list 
of  subscribers;  and  that  they  should  not  be  content -until  it  em- 
braces a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  membership." 


The  Convention  at  Washington  last  month  enthusiastically 
passed  the  following : 

"  Whereas,  The  Association  Monthly,  the.  organ  of  our  asso- 
ciations, as  the  exponent  to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  me- 
thods of  operation,  as  a  means  of  educating  our  members  in  their 
duties,  and  as  a  bond  of  union  between  our  associations,  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work ;  therefore, 

"  Besotted,  That  this  convention  hereby  reaffirm  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  last  convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  direct 
that  its  publication  bo  continued  ;  provided, 

"1.  That  tho  subscriptions  made  at  this  convention,  either 
directly  for  copies  of  the  paper  or  to  a  fund  for  its  support  and 
circulation  until  it  becomes  self-sustaining,  be  such  as  to  insure 
the  members  of  the  committee  against  personal  liability  for  the 
expenses  of  publication. 

"  2.  That  the  committee  be  and  it  is  hereby  authorized,  if  in  its 
judgment  it  is  deemed  best,  to  effect  an  incorporation  for  the 
purposes  of  such  publication ;  but  the  property  in  said  paper, 
and  the  good-will  thereof,  is  to  be  and  continuo  as  it  now  is,  to 
be  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  associations,  and  under  the 
legal  control  of  the  executive  committee  as  the  representative  ot 
the  convention." 

After  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions,  the  delegates  from  va- 
rious associations  made  subscriptions  increasing  the  circulation 
of  the  paper.  A  fund  of  nearly  $6000  was  also  raised  to  aid  the 
committee  in  carrying  on  the  enterprise.  But,  what  is  calculated 
to  do  still  more  for  the  paper,  the  delegates  heartily  pledged  them- 
selves to  push  the  circulation  of  the  Monthly  among  the  mem- 
bership of  their  respective  associations.  If  this  shall  be  faith- 
fully done,  the  Monthly  can  rapidly  be  made  more  and  more 
worthy  of  the  noble  cause  it  represents. 

All  connected  with  the  paper  and  interested  in  promoting  its 
usefulness  and  efficiency  will  be  greatly  encouraged  by  this 
hearty  indorsement  by  the  convention. 


Postponement  or  the  World's  Conference  or  Y.  If.  C.  A 
A  Conference  of  English  Y.  M.  C  A.  to  be  held  in  Lon- 
don Sept.  8-7,  1870.  The  World's  Conference  of  Y.  M.  C.  A, 
appointed  to  be  held  last  summer  in  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and 
postponed  on  account  of  tho  war,  will  not  be  called  together  the 
present  year.  The  state  of  affairs  on  the  European  continent 
does  not  seem  to  admit  of  such  a  convocation  of  delegates  this 
season.  The  London  Association  cordially  offered  to  entertain 
the  conference,  if  it  could  be  called  together ;  but  further  post- 
ponement has  been  decided  upon,  and  the  conference,  it  is  now 
hoped,  will  assemble  in  Amsterdam  during  the  year  1872. 

It  has  been  decided,  however,  by  our  English  brethren,  to  call 
a  conference  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to 
meet  in  London  September  8-7.  The  London  Y.  M.  C.  A 
Messenger  for  May,  giving  notice  of  the  above  postponement  and 
appointment,  adds,  "  Due  notice  (of  the  latter)  will  be  given  to 
foreign  associations,  so  that  should  they  have  the  opportunity  oi 
sending  visitors  to  the  conference  they  may  by  this  means  con- 
tribute to  the  profit,  as  they  assuredly  will  to  the  joy  and  glad- 
ness, of  the  proposed  assembly." 


We  forward  to  associations  this  month  the  number  of  copies 
their  delegates  ordered  at  the  Washington  Convention,  and  hope 
they  will  be  the  means  of  securing  us  a  large  individual  subscrip- 
tion in  each  place. 
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THE    CONVENTION    OF   1871. 


Held  m  Washington,  D.  C,  May  24-37. 


Assembling  in  the  national  capital  on  the  birthday  of  the  Queen 
of  England,  formally  welcomed  and  for  an  evening  entertained  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  called  to  order  by  a  citizen  of 
Great  Britain,  within  a  few  hoars  of  the  ratification  in  the  Capitol, 
by  the  U.  S.  Senate,  of  the  famous  treaty  of  peace  framed  by  the 
late  Joint  High  Commission,  the  delegates  to  the  Sixteenth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United 
States  and  British  Provinces  met  this  year  under  circumstances  of 
unusual  publicity  and  of  unusual  temptation  to  distracting  influ- 
ences. But  an  uncommonly  prayerful  preparation  had  also  been 
made.  For  more  than  a  week  daily  union  prayer-meetings  were 
largely  attended  by  the  Christian  people  of  Washington ;  earnest 
supplication  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  offered,  and 
gracious  answers  in  the  conversion  of  souls  had  been  received  be- 
fore the  arrival  in  Washington  of  the  expected  delegates.  On 
their  coming  the  good  work  extended,  and  the  multitude  of  devo- 
tional and  open-air  services  maintained  during  the  week  were 
attended  by  a  powerful  work  of  grace  in  the  city. 

Special  answer  to  prayer  for  the  Convention  was  also  gratefully 
noted  in  all  the  proceedings  of  the  various  sessions.  The  spirit 
of  intelligent  harmony  and  enthusiasm  in  promoting  association 
work  was  particularly  manifest.  The  primary  importance  of 
effort  in  behalf  of  young  men  was  strongly  emphasized.  The 
present  exigency  of  the  general  work  was  clearly  apprehended, 
and  was  met  with  equal  promptness  and  efficiency.  The  delegates 
acted  as  Christian  men,  who  had  come  together  prayerfully  with 
a  distinct,  supreme  purpose,  relating  to  work  for  Christ  among 
young  men,  and  with  a  harmonious  desire  to  carry  oat  this  pur- 
pose, free  from  all  distracting  influences,  by  efficient  measures  and 
practical  discussions. 

It  was  the  convention  in  its  sessions,  devotional  meetings  and 
open-air  services,  as  well  as  in  the  smaller  gatherings  of  delegates 
from  various  parts  of  the  continent,  that  concentrated  the  atten- 
tion of  Christian  people  and  of  many  outside  of  the  churches. 

There  was  a  spirit  of  work,  and  of  attentivenesa  to  the  sacred 
interests  of  the  cause  that  had  brought  them  together,  which  per- 
vaded all  the  deliberations..  The  delegates  acted  with  intelligent 
enthusiasm  in  this  matter,  and  we  believe  they  have  given  an  im- 
pulse to  the  association  cause  throughout  the  country  which  will 
he  followed  up  by  practical  effort,  and  will  make  the  coming  year 
fruitful,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  in  the  prosperous  growth  and 
activity  of  our  associations  throughout  the  continent. 

This  devout,  practical  character  of  the  convention  was  a  natural 
outgrowth  of  the  present  general  condition  of  our  work  as  report- 
ed to  and  by  the  convention.  The  year  lias  been  one  of  unusual 
work  and  development  among  the  smaller  bond  of  active  associa- 
tions. There  has  been  no  outward  growth  in  the  aggregate  num- 
ber and  membership  of  our  societies,  but  there  has  been  a  calm, 
earnest  settling  down  to  practical  work  in  those  places  and  dis- 
tricts where  the  association  idea  has  taken  firm  root.  They  have 
made  progress  of  the  substantial  sort.  They  sent  delegates  anx- 
ious to  learn  more  of,  and  to  in  every  way  promote  the  cause  they 
were  laboring  in  and  loved.  This  spirit  was  caught  by  others, 
and  had  to  be  consulted  and  deferred  to  by  all  who  wished  to  se- 
cure the  attention  and  enthusiasm  of  the  delegates. 


In  reporting  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  our  readers  will 
be  better  pleased  if  we  follow  a  topical  method,  speaking  first  of 
the  reception,  organization,  and  welcome ;  then  of  the  executive 
committee's  report,  the  important  action  taken  upon  it,  and  va- 
rious items  of  business ;  thirdly,  of  the  discussions  engaged  in, 
and  finally,  treating  of  the  devotional  services  and   farewell 

meeting.  

Hospitable  Reception. 

The  hospitality  of  the  good  people  of  Washington  was  more 
than  equal  to  the  magnitude  of  the  convention.     As  trail)  aftef 


train,  each  crowded  with  delegates,  entered  the  city,  it  was  found 
that  with  unwonted  liberality  ample  accommodation  was  offered 
to  the  multitude  of  guests,  and  at  every  session,  with  unfailing  re- 
gularity, delegates  were  reminded  that  if  any  had  been  through  ac- 
cident omitted,  thore  were  still  many  homes  ready  to  welcome 
them.  To  their  unbounded  hospitality,  the  Christian  people  of 
Washington  added  a  welcome  of  another  sort.  For  more  than  a 
week  previous  to  the  convention,  as  we  have  said,  on  every  day 
large  union  prayer-meetings,  of  remarkable  interest,  had  been 
held.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  manifestly  present,  and  many  souls 
had  been  converted.  The  last  of  these  fruitful  meetings  was  held 
Monday  evening,  May  28d,  from  six  to  nine  o'clock.  The  city  was 
thus  graciously  made  ready  to  receive  us  with  a  glow  of  Christian 
earnestness  and  enthusiasm. 

The  International  Convemion  assembled  for  the  first  time  in  an 
Association  building,  and  the  convenient  rooms  and  the  spacious 
hall  of  the  beautiful  edifice  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Washington  fur- 
nished the  delegates  abundant  facilities.  We  could  have  wished 
the  hall  had  been  larger,  so  crowded  was  the  attendance ;  but  its 
size  certainly  enabled  the  convention  to  secure,  during  all  its  ses- 
sions, a  uniformly  full  house.  Through  the  kindness  of  the  ladles, 
the  ample  platform  was  tastefully  decorated  with  flowers,  bouquets, 
hanging  baskets  and  plants,  in  the  midst  of  and  over  which  a  foun- 
tain played.  The  evening  meetings  were  held  in  the  more  spacious 
audience-room  of  the  Congregational  church,  corner  of  Tenth  and 
G  streets. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Ebbitt  House, 
the  spacious  parlor  on  the  ground  floor  of  that  hotel  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  officers  and  committees  of  the  convention.  To 
many  of  the  delegates,  in  holding  small  meetings  for  various  pur- 
poses, the  use  of  the  room  was  a  great  convenience.  The  conven- 
tion continued  in  session  each  day  from  0}  a.m.  to  &J-  p.m., 
taking  a  recess  of  half  an  hour  at  1  P.M.  Tho  evening  session 
lasted  from  7¥  to  10  P.M. 

Organization. 

Mr.  J  S.  Maclean,  the  President  of  last  year,  called  the  conven- 
tion to  order  at  ten  a.m.  Tuesday,  May  24th.  The  opening  devo- 
tional exercises  were  followed  by  an  appropriate  address  from  Mr. 
Maclean,  in  which  he  happily  alluded  to  the  fact  that  this  was  the 
birthday  of  Queen  Victoria,  and  almost  the  hour  of  the  ratification 
by  the  U.  S.  Senate  of  the  new  treaty  of  peace.  He  urgently-called 
upon  the  members  to  seek  here,  in  united  prayer  and  deliberation, 
a  new  inspiration  in  the  glorious  work  of  leading  young  men  to 
Christ. 

On  nomination  of  a  committee  of  thirty-three,  in  which  twenty- 
eight  States  and  five  British  Provinces  were  represented,  the  fol. 
lowing  permanent  officers  were  elected ; 

Prttidtat,  Joan  WAHAJalUB,  Philadelphia. 


Ma-PrmidfnU. 

L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Boston,  Hut. 
g.  J.  Skinner,  Bdenton,  N.  C. 
Charles  Callander,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Noah  Brooks,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
T.  James  Clazton,  Montreal,  Can. 
M.  8.  Grab*.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
R.  H.  Brown,  Haw-Orleans,  La. 
M.  H.  Barnard,  Indianapolis. 


Canton  Llqyd,  Washington,  p.  0. 
0.  B.  Flak,  St.  Lotus,  Mo. 
C.  Palmer,  Prince  Edward's  Island. 
W.  B.  Simpson,  Wheeling,  W.  Ta. 

S»cntarU$. 

J. 1  Piatt,  Poughkeepste.  H.  Y. 
W.  H.  Hobtw,  Portland,  Me. 
W.  O.  Benedict.  Portland,  Me. 


The  committee  nominated,  and  the  convention  elected  Mr.  R  R. 
MoBurney,  of  New-York,  first  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  T.  H.  K. 
Enos,  of  Indianapolis,  first  Secretary  ;  but  both  these  gentlemen 
declined,  and  Messrs.  Rowland  and  Piatt  were  chosen  to  fill  the 
positions. 

Mr.  Wonamaker  spoke  a  few  words  of  earnest  exhortation.  "  It 
is  for  the  glory  of  Christ  we  have  come  here.  Let  us  seek  to  draw 
nearer  to  the  cross.  Some  one  had  said  we  were  marked  men  in 
this  city.  Let  us  see  to  it  that  we  make  our  mark  in  Washington 
ere  we  leave.  Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  birthday  of  the  Queen. 
God  bless  her ;  and  let  us  also  pray  that  while  we  are  met  here, 
many  may  rejoice  in  saying,  '\  have  been  born  again;  I  have 
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found  my  Saviour.  We  have  spoken  of  the  treaty  lately  formed  ; 
bat  shall  we  not  all,  my  brethren,  make  a  sacred  and  solemn 
treaty  with  Christ,  to  love  and  work  for  him  as  never  before." 

The  Standing  Committers. 
The  usual  standing  committees  of  the  convention  were  subse- 
quently announced  as  follows : 


On  Credenttau. 

8.  I.  Matthews,  Boston.  Mass. 
W.  S.  Burr,  Washington,  D.  C. 
James  Farqnhar,  Halifax,  N.  S. 
Lewis  Godfrey,  Greenville,  Tenn. 
G.  S.  Marsh,  Whitewater.  Mich. 
William  Brlce,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 
C.  C.  Shirk,  Brie,  Pa. 

On  BuHmit. 

M.  R.  Barnard,  Indianapolis. 
Alfred  Wicks,  Brooklyn,  N.  T. 
A.  H.  Nelson,  New-Orleans,  La. 
G.  A.  Yonng,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
William  Frew,  Pittsbnrir,  Pa. 
J.  F.  Culver,  Pontiae,  Illinois. 
H.  H.  Men-faun,  Massachusetts. 

On  Report  of  Executive  Committee. 

John  8.  Maclean.  Halifax,  N.  S. 
H.  L.  Harrison,  E  Sagimw.  Mich. 
F.  II.  Smith,  Washington,  O.  C. 
J  H.  White,  Davenport,  Iowa. 
James  Coy,  Baltimore,  Md. 


,  A.  S.  Beeves,  Covington,  Ky. 
J.  G.  Parkhnrst,  Providence,  R.  I. 

:  On  Resolution). 

non  S.  S.  Fisher,  Cincinnati. 

,  C.  E.  Morris,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

T.  Klrkwood,  Janesville,  III. 

On  Public  and  Devotional  Meeting*. 

Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  Washington,  D.  C. 
K.  A.  Bornell,  Aurora,  Hi. 
Ira  D.  Sankey,  Newcastle,  Pa. 
K.  W.  Chase,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Edwin  B.  Smith,  Westtteld,  Mass. 

On  Aetocialiont. 

David  Benttey,  Montreal. 
W.  J.  Beck,  Antigonisb,  N.  S. 
Russell  Sturgcs,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mas*. 
L.  C.  Partridge,  Waybrid;e.  Vt. 
George  Whltefleld,  Salem,  Ohio. 
James  Buchanan,  Trenton,  N.  J. 
W.  D.  DeGoIyer,  Chicago,  III. 


Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder.  of  London,  England,  a  duly  accredited  dele- 
gate from  the  association  in  that  city,  was  cordially  welcomed  to 
the  convention. 

Mr.  11.  A.  Tarlton,  of  the  same  society,  and  Mr.  John  Fernie,  of 
the  Y.  M,  C.  A.  in  Leeds,  England,  were  present,  and  accepted  in- 
vitations to  sit  as  corresponding  members. 

Number  of  Delegates. 
The  work  of  the  committee  on  credentials  was  particularly  em 
barrassed  at  the  convention,  and  as  we  go  to  press  their  full  report 
has  not  been  received.  This  will  prevent  our  naming  all  the 
speakers  iu  the  various  discussions,  and  we  ask  the  indulgence  of 
our  readers  with  such  omissions.  The  number  of  regular  delegates 
was  about  800.    They  represented  some  200  associations. 

An  Episode. 
During  Wednesday  afternoon,  Mr.  George  H.  Stuart  introduced 
to  the  convention  Secretary  Delano,  who  was  accompanied  by  the 
delegation  of  Westernjndians  then  visiting  the  city.  After  an  ap- 
propriate address  by  Secretary  Delano  and  prayer  by  Gen.  Howard. 
Mr.  Vincent  Colyer,  Secretory  of  the  Board  of  Indian  Commis- 
sioners, introduced  the  six  Indians  by  name,  and  two  of  the 
chiefs,  Little  Haven  and  Buffalo  Good,  spoke  a  few  words 
through  an  interpreter.  Mr.  Stuart,  himself  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  then  made  a  brief  address,  which, 
sentence  by  sentence,  was  translated  to  the  Indian  chiefs.  He 
acknowledged  the  past  injustice  suffered  by  the  Indian  at  the 
hands  of  the  white  man,  but  assured  them  of  the  desire  and  prayers 
of  Christian  young  men  that  they  should  receive  honorable  treat- 
ment, and,  above  all,  become  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

VARIOUS  SALUTATIONS. 
The  following  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Queen  of  England : 

"  Washington,  D.  C,  May  24, 1871 
"  The  Sixteenth  International  Convention  of  the  Y.  M  C  A  of 
the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  offer  to  her  Majesty 
Queen  Victoria  their  heartfelt  congratulations  upon  the  auspicious 
return  of  her  birthday.  May  the  peace  of  God  dwell  in  her  heart 
and  the  God  of  heaven  bind  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
In  fraternal  and  perpetual  union.  John  Wanamaker, 

"  President  of  the  Convention  now  assembled." 
A  telegram  was  received  on  Wednesday  from  Newark,  an- 
nouncing the  organization  of  the  Newark  German  Y.  M.  C.  A. ; 
another  from  Selma  reported  an  extensive  work  of  grace  in  that 
city,  which  had  detained  the  delegates  at  home. 


A  congratulatory  telegram  from  the  Presbyterian  General  As- 
sembly, in  session  at  Chicago,  was  received,  and  a  cordial  response 
sent  back. 

A  warm  salutation  from  the  Temperance  Lodge  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Good  Templars  was  responded  to  by  special  com- 
mittee. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody,  at  Sacramento,  Cal.,  re- 
gretting his  inability  to  attend  the  convention. 

An  affectionate  and  brotherly  greeting 'from  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  Netherlands  was  received.  We 
hope  to  publish  it  at  another  time. 

The  Meeting  of  Welcome  and  the  Visit  to  the  White 
House. 

At  the  welcome  meeting,  Wednesday  evening,  in  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  Mr.  F.  H.  Smith,  President  of  the  Washington  Asso- 
ciation, occupied  the  chair.  President  Grant,  Hon.  C.  Delano,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  and  Mr.  George  H.  Stuart 
were  upon  the  platform.  President  Grant  spoke  a  few  words  of 
welcome,  and  was  followed  by  Secretary  Delano.  To  this  greeting 
on  behalf  of  the  national  capital,  Hon.  William  Stickney  added  a 
warm  "  welcome  to  the  homes,  the  hospitalities,  the  hearts,  the 
churches,  and  the  Sunday-schools  of  the  people  of  Washington." 
Ho  also  announced  that  generous  arrangements  had  been  made  by 
the  Prenident  of  the  Washington  Association  for  an  excursion  to 
Mount  Vernon  on  Monday,  May  29th,  to  which  all  delegates  were 
invited.  Hearty  and  appreciative  responses  on  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gates were  made  by  Mr.  George  H.  Stuart,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Mr.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  O.  "  God  save  the  Queen"  was 
heartily  sung,  and  Mr.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  and  Dr.  Douglass,  of 
Montreal,  being  called  on,  made  brief  responses. 

President  Wanamaker  announced,  from  PresidentG  rant ,  an  invi- 
tation to  delegates  to  visit  the  White  House  on  Thursday  evening, 
from  0.80  to  10  p.m.  The  convention  accepted  this  invitation,  ( 
the  next  evening  proceeding  in  a  body  to  the  White  House.  The 
President  received  them  in  the  East  Room,  Mr.  George  H.  Stuart 
introducing  Mr.  Wanamaker,  who  in  turn  introduced  the  members 
of  the  convention.  For  two  hours  the  spacious  roomspu  the  lower 
floor  were  crowded  with  visitors.  At  the  close  of  the  ceremony  of 
introduction,  a  hymn  was  sung,  and  General  Howard  offered  an 
appropriate  prayer. 

The  Report  ok  the  Executive  Committee 

was  read  Wednesday  afternoon,  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Hutching,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  Con- 
cerning the  growth  of  the  general  work,  the  report  Bars, 

"  1.  There  are  now  776  associations  on  the  roll.  Eighty-three 
have  been  organized  during  the  present  year.  One  hundred  and 
nine  have  been  stricken  from  the  list  as  disbanded. 

"2.  There  are  now  21  association  buildings  on  the  continent. 
Seven  have  been  added  to  the  list  this  year.  Forty-six  societies 
have  building-funds,  23  more  than  last  year.  The  value  of  build- 
ings and  building-funds  now  amounts  to  $1,846,601. 

"  S.  Three  hundred  and  eleven  associations  report  to  this  con- 
vention, with  an  average  membership  of  100,  against  166  of  last 
year. 

"  There  has  been  no  addition  to  the  aggregate  number  of  associa- 
tions the  past  year.  In  every  thing  that  goes  to  make  a  real  advance 
there  is  much  to  encourage.  In  the  two  Provinces  and  five  States, 
where  there  lias  been  a  fair  attempt  at  general  work,  progress  has 
been  most  satisfactory.  The  working  associations  have  increased 
in  strength  and  aggressive  power.  There  have  been  many  con- 
versions. Tiie  association  cause  was  never  so  strong  on  this  con- 
tinent as  it  is  to-day.  It  never  commanded  so  much  money ;  never 
had  so  strong  a  hold  as  now  upon  public  sympathy ;  never  have 
association  men  seen  so  clearly  as  now  that  it  is  their  overshadow- 
ing duty  in  these  societies  to  labor  primarily,  chiefly,  always  for 
the  salvation  of  young  men  ;  and  never  has  the  Great  Head  of  the 
church  more  richly  blessed  their  efforts  than  in  the  year  now 
dosed." 
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"  Reports  have  been  received  in  time  for  the  press  from  only 
seventeen  States  and  Provinces,  namely,  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia, 
New-Brunswick,  Maine,  New-Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Massachu- 
setts, New- York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, West- Virginia,  Kentucky,  District  of  Colombia,  Indiana, 
Minnesota — these  are  subjoined." 

The  wider  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  was  strong- 
ly urged,  and  its  claims,  as  an  indispensable  medium  of  communi- 
cation between  our  associations  and  of  instruction  concerning  our 
work,  were  forcibly  presented. 

Mr.  Weidensall's  work  and  usefulness  as  a  Western  agent  and 
missionary  were  dwelt  upon.  We  give  fuller  notice  of  Mr.  W.'s 
report  and  his  tour  in  another  column. 
Concerning  Slate  and  Provincial  Contention*  the  report  rays, 
"  Local  conventions  have  been  held  during  the  year  in  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  (Nova  Scotia,  etc..)  Canada/Maine,  New-Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New-York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Wisconsin, 
Minnesota,  and  Iowa,  sixteen  in  all,  of  which  twelve  were  attended 
by  some  member  of  this,  committee,  three  by  prominent  association 

*  men  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  and  at  one,  in  Ohio,  the  commit- 
tee was  in  no  way  represented." 

i         The  six  leading  topics  afterward  discussed  by  the  convention, 

•  with  the  name  of  the  person  opening  each,  formed  a  part  of  the 
committee's  report.  The  expenditures  of  the  year  amount  to 
$4769,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1160. 

The  recommendations  of  the  committee  concerning  the,  day  of 
prayer,  the  world's  conference  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  continued  support 
of  the  Western  agent  and  of  the  Association  Monthly,  and  the 
ratio  of  representation  in  future  conventions,  were  embodied,  and 
are  to  be  noted  in 

The  Bkp»rt  and  Action  upon  the  Executive  Committee's 

Report. 

This  report  was  submitted  by  the  committee  to  which  it  had 
been  intrusted,  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean,  Chairman,  partly  on  Friday  and 
partly  on  Saturday.  Agreeably  to  its  recommendation  the  con- 
vention, 

(1.)  Appointed  the  second  Lord's  day  in  November  next  as  a  day 
of  special  prayer  for  Qod's  blessing  on  the  associations  of  this 
continent,  instructing  the  executive  committee  to  request,  as  here- 
tofore, kindred  societies  in  other  lands  to  unite  with  us  in  observ- 
ing this  day. 

(3.)  Instructed  the  committee  to  appoint  and  accredit  delegates 
to  the  world's  conference  of  T.  M.  C.  A.,  to  be  held  in  London  next 
autumn. 

(3.)  Voted  that*  the  international  conventions  remain  annual,  as 
at  present ;  that  the  use  of  life-membership  certificates  and  the 
hymn-book,  "  Songs  of  Devotion,"  (the  publishers  being  urged  to 
issue  a  cheaper  edition,)  be  recommended  to  all  associations ;  that 
cordial  thanks  be  returned  to  those  who  had  kindly  prepared  papers 
for  this  convention,  on  designated  topics ;  that  the  executive  com- 
mittee prepare  and  publish  the  proceedings  of  this  convention. 

(4.)  Voted  to  continue  the  employment  of  Mr.  Robert  Weidensall 
as  agent  of  the  committee  in  fields  to  be  designated  by  them ;  also, 
if  the  subscriptions  at  this  convention  warrant,  the  employment  of 
a  second  agent  was  authorized. 

The  T.  M.  C.  A.  Paper. 

(5.)  Concerning  the  Association  Monthly,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  presented : 

"  Whereat,  The  Association  Monthly,  the  organ  of  our  associa- 
tions, as  the  exponent  to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  methods  of 
operation,  as  a  means  of  educating  our  members  in  their  duties, 
and  as  a  bond  of  union  between  our  associations,  is  a  necessity  for 
the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work ;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  this  convention  hereby  reaffirm  the  resolutions 
of  tbj  last  convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  direct  that 
its  publication  be  continued  ;  provided, 

"  1.  That  the  subscriptions  made  at  thisconvention,  eifherdirectly 
for  copies  of  the  paper,  or  to  a  fund  for  its  support  and  circulation 
until  |t  becomes  self-sustaining,  be  such  as  to  insure  the  members 


of  the  committee  against  personal  liability  for  the  expenses  of 
publication. 

"  2.  That  the  committee  be  and  it  is  hereby  authorized,  if  in  its 
judgment  it  is  deemed  best,  to  effect  an  incorporation  for  the  pur- 
poses of  such  publication ;  but  the  property  in  said  paper,  and  the 
good-will  thereof,  is  to  be  and  continue  as  it  now  is,  to  be  held  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  associations,  and  under  the  legal  control 
of  the  executive  committee  as  the  representative  of  the  convention." 

The  resolutions  were  adopted.  Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
M.  R.  Barnard,  of  Indianapolis ;  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. ;  William  Frew  and  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  A.  H.  Nel- 
son, of  New-Orleans ;  J.  Q.  Bergen,  of  Baltimore  ;  A.  J.  Chase,  of 
Portland,  Me. ;  R.  R.  McBurney,  of  New- York ;  C.  B.  Fisk,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo. ;  and  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  O. 

Mr.  Bergen  did  not  have  time  to  present  fully  a  plan  for  the 
distinct  issue,  in  many  places,  of.  the  paper ;  but  all  the  speakers 
warmly  indorsed  the  Association  Monthly,  and  urged  the  raising 
of  a  fund  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  work 
ii trusted  to  the  committee. 

The  sum  of  $8000  was  asked  for,  to  carry  out  the  above  resolu- 
tion.. The  roll  of  associations  was  called,  subscriptions  and  personal 
contributions  were  volunteered  in  addition,  till  nearly  the  requi- 
site amount  was  raised  by  the  intelligent  and  generous  enthusiasm 
of  the  convention. 

Change  in  Ratio  of  Representation. 
After  some  lively  debate  and  several  unsuccessful  amendments, 
the  following  important  resolution,  recommended  in  this  report, 
■was  adopted.    The  words  "  fifteen  delegates,"  in  the  last  sentence, 
being  altered  to  read,  as  below,  "ten  delegates :" 

"  Resolved,  That  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  international 
conventions  shall  be  as  follows :  Two  delegates  from  each  asso- 
ciation of  100  members  or  less,  and  one  additional  delegate  for 
each  additional  100  members  ;  but  no  association  shall  be  allowed 
more  than  ten  delegates,  the  election  of  delegates  to  be  governed 
in  all  respects  by  the  rules  and  resolutions  of  the  international 
convention." 

The  Roll  op  Conventions — Corresponding  Members  and 
Local  Conventions. 
The  following  resolutions  in  this  report  were  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  no  association  be  placed  upon  the  rolls  prepared 
for  future  conventions  by  the  executive  committee,  unless  the 
executive  committee  have  been  previously  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  constitution  of  such  association,  and  the  number  of  its  mem- 
bers of  each  class. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  executive  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare 
a  circular  for  the  information  and  direction  of  corresponding  mem- 
bers. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  corresponding  members  be  instructed  to 
arrange  for  and  hold  conventions  of  .the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations  in 
their  respective  States,  territories,  districts,  and  provinces,  and 
that  they  make  every  exertion  to  secure  the  attendance  of  young 
men  from  places  where  there  are  no  associations ;  and  this  conven- 
tion urges  upon  the  corresponding  members  the  duty  and  great 
importance  of  a  frequent  and  regular  correspondence  with  the 
executive  committee." 

The  Corresponding  Members  for  this  Year — A  New 
Method  of  Appointment. 

The  following  important  part  of  this  thoughtful  report  was 
adopted: 

"  Resolved,  That  in  future  the  names  of  persons  to  act  as  corre- 
sponding members  be  designated,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the 
State  conventions  respectively,  and  that  the  executive  committee 
communicate  with  each  corresponding  member  for  the  present 
year,  calling  attention  to  this  resolution. 

"  Your  committee  recommend  the  election  of  the  following  as 
corresponding  members  of  the  executive  committee,  for  the 
respective  States,  territories,  and  provinces : 

Ontario— W.  J.  McCalla,  St.'Catharine's. 

Nova  Scotia — J.  Farouliar,  Halifax. 

New-Brunswick — William  Welsh,  St.  John's. 

Prince  Edward's  Island — James  Frazier,  Charlottetown. 

Maine— H.  H.  Burgess,  Portland. 

New-Hampshire — J.  P.  Newell.  Manchester. 

Vermont — L.  W.  Hawley,  Brattleboro. 

Massachusetts— L.  P.  Rowland,  Boston. 

Rhode  Island — E.  R.  Holden,  Providence. 

Connecticut— H.  S.  Sterling,  Bridgeport. 
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New-York— J.  I.  Piatt,  Poughkeepgie. 

New-Jersey — C.  B.  Morris,  Montclair. 

Pennsylvania— C.  C.  Shirk,  Erie. 

Maryland — J.  G.  Bergen,  Baltimore. 

District  of  Columbia— George  A.  Hall,  Washington. 

West-Virginia— A.  P.  Gibbens,  Charlestown. 

Kentucky— J.  L.  Wheat,  Louisville. 

Ohio— H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati. 

Indiana; — M.  R.  Barnard,  Indianapolis. 

Illinois — D.  J.  Pike,  Aurora. 

Michigan— F.  D.  Taylor,  Detroit. 

Wisconsin— G.  S.  Marsh,  Whitewater. 

Minnesota— W.  O.  Hiskey,  Minneapolis. 

Tennessee — L.  Godfrey,  Greenville. 

Louisiana-^-A.  H.  Nelson,  New-Orleans. 

Virginia— H.  W.  Beadle,  Alexandria. 

"Besolced,  That  the  committee  on  the  report  of  the  executive, 
committee  be  permitted  to  receive,  at  the  close  of  this  session,  from 
the  delegations  from  States,  Districts,  Territories,  and  Provinces, 
for  which  corresponding  members  have  not  been  appointed,  nomi- 
nees for  such  corresponding  members,  and  in  their  discretion 
recommend  them  to  the  executive  committee  for  appointment,  and 
that  the  executive  committee  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  among 
the  corresponding  members. 

"Besotted,  That  the  recommendations  of  the  treasurer  of  the  exe- 
cutive committee  be  approved  as  audited,  and  printed,  with  the 
report  in  the  proceedings  of  the  convention." 

The  Next  Convention  to  Meet  at  Lowell,  Mass. 
Pending  the  vote  on  the  following,  which  was  offered  by  the 
committee  with  the  name  of  the  place  blank,  a  communication  was 
read  from,  the  association  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  extending  a  hearty 
invitation  to  the  convention  to  meet  with  them,  in  their  city,  next 
year.  The  resolution  was  then  filled  out  as  follows,  and  passed 
unanimously : 

"  Besotted,  That  the  executive  committee  be  instructed  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  International  Convention  of  1873,  to  meet  at  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  at  such  time  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  them  after 
consultation  with  the  Association  in  that  city." 


THE  DISCUSSIONS. 

The  first  topic  for  discussion,  as  indicated  in  the  executive  com- 
mittee report,  was : 

(/rod's  Word — How  shall  it  be  studied,  and  how  sltaU  the  study 
of  it  be  promoted  in  our  associations  T  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  by 
appointment,  opened  the  discussion  on  Thursday  morning.  We 
hope  to  give  this  paper  at  a  future  time  in  our  columns.  The 
leading  points  made  were :  1 .  Have  faith  in  the  personal,  living  man 
Christ  Jesus,  so  that  you  can  consult  him  directly.-  2.  Get  eman- 
cipated from  the  bondage  of  commentaries,  relying  chiefly  on 
prayer  for  light,  and  the  direct  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  8 
Have  the  word  of  God  in  hand  so  that  you  can  use  it  on  the  street 
and  wherever  you  go,  as  scrip  or  change.  Depend  upon  snch  use 
of  it.  4  Form  in  each  association,  Bible-classes  to  be  composed  of 
the  active,  working  Christian  members.    Secure  a  competent 

teacher,  and  let  them  set  about  such  study  of  the  word  as  has  been 
described  as  a  matter  of  the  first  and  most  practical  importance. 

An  interesting  discussion  followed.  In  which  .many  speakers  took 
part. 

The  second  topic :  Secular  Instruction ;  what  place  shall  it 
have  in  the  work  of  our  associations  t  was  well  introduced  by  Mr. 
T.  James  Claxton,  President  of  the  Y.M.  C.  A.  in  Montreal.  He 
dwelt  first  on  the  general  relations  of  religion  and  secular  learning, 
contending  that  the  two  were  in  perfect  harmony,  and  that  Chris- 
tians are  colled  upon,  specially,  in  this  age  to  vindicate  intelligently 
that  harmony.  Secondly,  in  providing  whatever  secular  instruc- 
tion it  is  in  their  power  to  offer,  associations  should  be  careful  to 
avoid  what  merely  ministers  to  amusement  or  attractiveness. 

Messrs.  J.  H.  Gendell,  of  Philadelphia,  and  N.  P,  Kemp,  of 
Boston,  continued  this  discussion. 

The.  third  topic :  Modern  Skepticism  in  its  relations  to  young 
men — How  shall  it  be  met  by  our  associations  t  was  opened 
Thursday  afternoon,  by  President  Mark  Hopkins,  of  Williams 
College.  We  give  the  summary  presented  at  the  close  of  this 
very  able  paper: 


1.  That  skepticism  is  not  the  natural  state  of  man,  and  can  con- 
fer upon  him  no  positive  good. 

2.  That  truth  is  not  all  truth ;  but  the  truth  is  vital  to  the  well- 
being  of  man,  and  that  both  reason  and  the  Seriptures  teach  that  it 
is  so. 

8.  That  truth  is  to  be  sought  earnestly  and  candidly,  but  that  it 
is  to  be  received  on  its  own  evidence  only  when  it  is  rational  so 
to  receive  it,  and  on  the  testimony  of  others  only  when  it  is  ration- 
al to  receive  that ;  and  that  reason  and  the  Scriptures  agree  in 
teaching  this. 

4  That  in  believing  on  a  person  belief  gets  an  element  from  the 
will  and  becomes  trust ;  that  the  person  offering  himself  to  be 
believed  on  may  be  in  such  relations  as  to  make  this  form  of  un- 
belief sinful,  and  that  this  is  the  unbelief  most  strongly  condemned 
in  the  Scriptures. 

5.  That  if  we  separate, the  two  elements  of  belief  and  trust,  skep- 
ticism will  be  a  disbelief  of  those  truths  which  underlie  trust,  and 
without  which  this  is  impossible. 

6.  Tliat  this  skepticism  will  generally,  probably  always,  be  a 
sin,  but  only  if  there  be  some  failure  in  meeting  the  conditiona 
that  may  fairly  be  required  for  the  attainment  of  religious  troth. 

7.  That  skepticism  is  always  one  in  substance,  but  protean  in 
form,  and  that  from  its  association  with  physical  science  it  now 
presents  itself  with  peculiar  attractions  to  young  men. 

8.  That  in  dealing  with  skepticism  we  are,  first,  not  to  fear  it; 
it  has  strength,  but  there  is  something  stronger ;  second,  we  are 
to  discriminate  inferences  from  facts ;  third,  to  accept  all  troth, 
and  respect  every  honest  doubt ;  and  fourth,  to  be  ourselves  ex- 
amples of  that  living  faith  which  we  would  produce  in  others. 

The  hearty  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  voted  to  President 
Hopkins,  at  the  close  of  his  interesting  address. 

General  O.  O.  Howard  said  he  hoped  the  address  would  be  pub- 
lished in  snch  form  as  would  reach  all.  "  It  went  to  the  bottom 
of  things."  He  added,  "  Infidelity  meets  us  in  such  a  variety  of 
forms  and  under  such  a  variety  of  circumstances  that  it  is  difficult 
for  us  to  apply  any  one  remedy  to  the  whole,  unless  it  be  tbe  one 
remedy  of  Christ,  who  is  all  in  all.  He  supposed  that  the  skepti- 
cism meant  here  is  the  skepticism  of  modern  times,  coming  from 
a  highly  intellectual  class  of  people,  who  write  in  our  magazines 
and  our  religious  newspapers,  and  preach  in  our  pulpits;  to  meet 
that  practically  is  what  we,  as  young  men,  want  to  know  how  to 
do.  Many  of  us  are  not  able  to  cope  with  these  men  in  reason ; 
many  of  us  have  other  things  to  do ;  but  as  President  Hopkins  says, 
'  Never  be  afraid  of  any  man,'  (applause;)  we  know  in  the  begin- 
ning that  he  is  wrong,  and  we  can  afford  to  look  him  straight  in 
the  face.  We  can  afford  to  bring  him  back  again  to  the  simple 
words  of  our  Saviour,  and  we  must  remember  always  that  the 
most  powerful  weapon  in  the  hands  of  a  young  man  is  tbe  word) 
of  Scripture.    (Applause.)" 

The  fourth  topic :  Money  for  the  support  of  our  assodatmi 
— How  shall  it  be  raised  '  led  to  a  very  practical  discussion.    Tliii^ 
was  opened  by  an  admirable  paper  from  President  Wanamaker, 
summed  up  at  the  close  as  follows : 

1.  Reorganise  the  finances  on  a  thorough  business  basis. 

2.  Coll  on  your  members  and  subscribers  promptly  to  pay  all 
dues,  fees,  and  subscriptions. 

8.  Use  all  extra  means,  such  as  lectures,  entertainments,  when 
clearly  expedient,  but  never  make  them  a  dependence. 

4  Rely  mainly  on  the  subscription  plan,  in  whichever  of  its 
modifications  is  best  adapted  to  the  individual  association ;  and  in 
conclusion  these  two  injunctions : 

First.  Execute  faithfully  whatever  plan  you  may  adopt. 

Second.   Do  not  spend  tbe  money  until  you  have  raised  it. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  said,  promptness  in  meeting 
all  legitimate  demands  recommends  itself  to  every  mind.  Each 
association  should  appoint  a  committee  of  not  more  than  five  nor 
less  than  two,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  raise  all  the  necessary 
funds  for  the  support  of  the  association.  Systematic  solicitation 
by  two  and  two  should  then  be  commenced. 

In  selecting  the  finance  committee  he  protested  against  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  broken-down  merchants  and  ministers,  or  of  stran- 
gers, or  of  blunt,  impetuous,  rash  men.  Neither  should  the  mean- 
est men  in  town  be  selected,  bnt  the  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  place.    They  should  be  well  known  and  favorably  known. 

Mr.  R.  8.  Holmes  of  Auburn,  N.Y.,  didn't  believe  so  much  in  going 
outside  of  the  associations  as  in  working  inside  of  them.  The  plan 
he  adopted  was,  beginning  with  the  president,  to  go  to  every  mem- 
ber of  the  association  individually  and  secure  his  subscript  ion,  and 
in  that  way  he  had  been  enabled  to  collect  for  his  association  this 
year  three  times  as  much  as  they  had  expended  any  preceding 
year. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  New-Orleans,  said  his  association  had  only  been 
organized  a  few  months.  His  experience  was  that  of  the  presi- 
dent. They  selected  the  names  of  seven  of  the  best  business  men 
in  the  community  for  the  finance  committee.  A  resolution  was 
then  passed  that  the  board  df  managers  be  requested  to  take  steps 
to  secure  funds.  He  believed  in  classified  subscription  papers,  not 
in  getting  a  five-hundred-dollar  subscription  followed  by  a  fifty. 
He  believed  in  having  thorn  carefully  classified.  He  had  pledged 
himself  to  raise  a  thousand  dollars,  and  within  half  an  hour  of 
taking  the  train  for  the  convention  he  had  raised  the  last  hundred. 
He  wished  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  liberality  of  the  Christian  men 
of  New-Orleans. 

The  Topic:  "State  Convention*;  how  to  organize  and  conduct 
them,"  was  discussed  on  Thursday,  many  of  the  corresponding 
members  taking  part.  The  discussion  was  somewhat  desultory, 
and  we  are  unable  as  we  go  to  press  to  give  a  full  report  of  what 
was  said. 

The  Topic :  "  Obttaele*  in  the  way  of  organizing  and  maintaining 
T.  If.  0.  A.,"  was  opened  by  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Among  the  obstacles  enumerated  were :  (1.)  The  getting  of  good 
men  to  undertake  the  work.  (2.)  The  selection  of  the  right  man 
from  the  best  Christian  men  of  the  community.  (3.)  Contempt 
for  the  day  of  small  things  ;  an  unwiUingneu  to  begin  with  a  very 
tmaU  number.  (4.)  Denominational  jealousy.  (5.)  Failure  of  pre- 
vious organizations.  (0.)  The  want  of  earnest,  vital  godliness 
among  the  members.  (7.)  Want  of  business  management.  Mem- 
bers have  business  talent,  but  they  do  not  use  it  in  association 
work.  As  Christian  young  men,  we  should  carefully  investigate 
these  difficulties,  and  with  courageous  faith  endeavor  to  remove 
them.  Success  has  been  achieved  by  prayer  and  devoted  effort ; 
similar  victory  is  within  your  grasp. 

Remarks  of  Senator  Wilson. 

Hon.  Henry  Wilson,  of  Natick,  Massachusetts,  and  a  delegate  to 
the  convention  from  the  association  in  that  town,  was  on  the 
platform  during  this  discussion,  and  took  part  in  it    He  said, 

-  The  organization  whose  delegate  I  am  here  to-day  is,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  in  a  state  of  prosperity.  One  reason  why  it  is  doing  a 
good  work  is  that  we  have  a  few  active,  organizing  men  who 
work  all  the  time,  and  we  look  to  Jesus  as  the  leader,  and  not  to 
eminent  men,  there  or  elsewhere.  There  is  another  reason  ;  we 
never  get  in  debt.  I  regard  this  evil  as  one  of  the  prominent 
causes  of  the  decline  of  many  associations.  We  raise  our  money 
before  we  spend  it. 

"  I  regret,  sir,  that  duties  elsewhere  have  prevented  my  attend- 
ing this  convention  and  listening  to  your  deliberations.  I  regard 
these  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  as  one  of  the  great 
hopes  of  our  land.  Such  an  opportunity  for  labor  was  never  given 
to  young  men  on  earth.  We  have  a  great  and  magnificent  coun- 
try to  save.  The  blood  that  stains  the  streets  of  Paris  to-day,  the 
moans  that  go  up  on  the.  air,  the  flames  that  are  devouring,  teach 
us  that  in  great  civilized  cities  and  communities  there  may  be  a 
barbarous  and  a  savage  class  of  men  under  tho  very  light  of 
modern  civilization.  Let  us  feel  that  anywhere  and  everywhere 
we  have  a  great  work  to  do.  Look  to  Christ  as  your  leader,  not  to 
men  of  wealth,  or  of  social  and  political  position.  Often  the  man 
of  wealth  is  too  much  absorbed  to  labor  for  Christ,  and  too  often 
the  public  men  of  the  country  are  so  engaged  in  public  duties  or 
tho  ambitions  and  strifes  of  life  that  they  have  little  left  for  the 


sacred  and  holy  cause  of  Christ  on  earth.  Remember,  young 
men,  that  Christ  is  a  leader  greater  than  any  that  earth  can  give. 
Consecrate  yourselves  to  his  service,  work  for  his  cause  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occasions,  and  lift  poor  fallen  humanity  toward 
the  skies." 

The  discussion  then  took  the  form  of  a  narrative  from  various 
members  of  the  experience  of  the  associations  they  represented. 

*  The  speakers  were :  Messrs.  Dissett,  of  Ashland,  O. ;  Ellis, 
of  Springfield,  O. ;  Buttermore,  of  Connellsville,  Pa. ;  Moore,  of 
SomerviUe,  Mass. ;  Wincher,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ;  Boeder,  of 
Hamilton,  O. ;  Morris,  of  Montclair,  N.  J.,  and  Bartlett,  of  Stone- 
ham,  Mass. 

Repobts  of  Associations 

were  then  called  for.  The  following*  delegates  were  heard  from : 
Messrs -T.  K.  Noble,  of  Cleveland,  O.;  D.  W.  Glass,  of  Baltimore  ; 
J.  Buchanan,  of  Trenton,  N.  J. ;  Fulton,  of  Toledo,  O. ;  Hinckley, 
of  Philadelphia ;  Seeds,  of  Salem,  O. ;  E.  A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora, 
111. ;  J.  D.  Peck,  of  Springfield,  Mass. ;  J.  Wanamaker,  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  L.  Sheaff,  of  Cincinnati ;  Mendenbaum,  La  Fayette  Col- 
lege ;  Huntley,  Cornell  University ;  Wilkie,  of  Toronto,  Ont.  > 
Woods,  Lowell,  Mass. ;  Townsend,  Fulton,  N.  Y. ;  Ingalls,  Clin- 
ton, Mass.;  Paul  Dunbar,  Philadelphia;  Secor,  Albany,  N.  Y. ; 
A.  H.  Nelson,  of  New-Orleans ;  K.  H.  Brown,  of  New-Orleans ; 
William  M.  Martin,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Palmer,  P.  B.  Island; 
Kingsbury,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.;  Davenport,  Erie,  Pa.;  L.  P. 
Rowland,  Boston ;  O.  Hear,  and  Stewart,  of  Howard  University ; 
Woody,  of  Franklin,  Pa. ;  McCord,  Easton,  Pa. ;  Dutton,  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  ;  Adams,  of  Dayton,  O. ;  Harrison,  E.  Saginaw, 
Mich. ;  Mosman,  Scranton,  Pa. ;  Frew,  Pittsburg. 

Temptations  of  Youko  Men  in  Business. 

The  last  two  topics  were  very  ably  discussed  on  Saturday 
evening. 

Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  in  the  absence  of  Rev.  John  M.  Reid,  of 
Chicago,  opened  the  discussion  of :  "  Young  men  in  bxtrineu;  what 
are  their  temptation*,  and  how  thaU  they  be  refitted  t" 

After  describing  very  vividly  these  temptations,  especially  those 
to  which  young  men  are  subject  by  dishonest  and  sometimes, 
alas  1  professedly  Christian  employers,  he  added, 

"  If,  however,  our  young  clerk  possesses  an  attractive  face  and 
manners,  the  shrewd  employer  sees  that  he  is  formed  to  influence 
men.  He  is  therefore  elevated  or  degraded  to  the  position  of 
drummer.  He  is  to  visit  the  hotels  in  search  of  Western  mer- 
chants, or  he  is  to  seize  upon  them  as  they  enter  his  store,  and  so 
to  entertain  and  win  them  that  they  shall  buy  only  of  him  or  his 
employers.  To  secure  this  end  he  also  is  encouraged  with  a  per- 
centage of  sales  made  through  his  influence  ;  and  in  some  cases  a 
secret  service  fund  is  set  apart  for  his  use,  upon  which  he  may 
draw  in  moderation,  without  being  required  to  give  account  of  the 
details  of  its  appropriation.  In  the  fulfillment  of  his  duty  he  is 
to  have  but  one  aim,  and  that  is  to  secure  the  customer.  He  is 
taught  that  all  means  are  lawful  to  that  end  which  do  not  violate 
the  common  laws  of  the  land.  He  may  make  the  man  drunk,  but 
he  must  not  drag  his  liquor.  He  may  deceive  and  bamboozle 
him,  but  he  must  not  pick  his  pocket.  If  the  man  smokes,  he  sup- 
plies him  with  tobacco ;  if  he  drinks,  he  supplies  him  with  liquor ; 
if  he  chances  to  be  a  Christian,  he  takes  him  to  the  prayer-meet- 
ing ;  if  a  lover  of  music,  he  takes  him  to  the  opera ;  if  fond  of  tho 
drama,  to  the  theatre  ;  if  a  debauchee,  to  the  brothel.  Can  he  do 
these  things  without  participation  T  Can  a  man  touch  pitch  and 
not  be  defiled  T  He  is  defiled.  He  acquires  the  vices  to  which  he 
ministers.  He  becomes  a  drunkard,  a  trifler,  a  roue,  a  gambler, 
until  presently,  ruined  in  soul  and  body,  he  is  cast  forth  by  tho 
men  who  encouraged  and  paid  him  to  enter  into  temptation. 


*  The  brief  reports  or  these  brethren,  given  rapidly  in  various  parts  of  the 
hall,  were  not  taken  down.  They  were  mil  of  Instructive  (acts,  which  wo 
wonld  gladly  publish.  Delegates  will  confer  a  favor  and  aid  the  good  cause 
by  sending  to  us,  for  the  Momthlt,  the  brief,  terse,  and  lively  statements  they 
made  at  the  convention. 
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"  How  shall  these  temptations  be  resisted  T  I  know  the  one 
groat  nustver  that  rises. to  your  lips,  that  nothing  but  the  grace  of 
Ood  in  the  hearts  of  the  young  men  can  effectually  protect  tliem  : 
but  if  1  understand  the  topic,  it  calls  for  a  further  reply.  What 
means,  what  appliances,  can  be  provided  for  the  assistance  of  these 
men? 

"  Perhaps  we  may  not  be  able  to  do  muck  to  destroy  the  tempta- 
tion, but  something  may  be  done  to  destroy  its  force  upon  the 
soul.  Let  the  homeless  stranger  be  met  upon  the  threshold  of  the 
great  city  by  those  who  prove  themselves  to  be  his  friends,  so  that 
he  can  never  truly  call  himself  homeless  or  friendless.  Let  suita- 
ble employment  agencies  be  established  to  furnish  him  with  some 
kind  of  work,  so  that  idleness  may  not  come  with  its  attendant 
evils,  and  so  that  all  sense  of  dependence  may  be  taken  away.  Let 
rooms  be  provided  where  he  may  feel  himself  to  be  always  wel- 
come, and  where  lie  may  find  good  books,  periodicals,  and  news- 
papers ;  where  he  may  meet  with  cheerful  faces,  and  take  part 
sometimes  in  cheerful  and  innocent  amusements.  Provide  music 
for  him,  minister  to  his  intellectual  wants  with  lectures,  classes 
for  study,  aud  other  appropriate  appliances,  open  your  houses  to 
him,  or  provide  for  him  social  gatherings,  where  good  and  pure 
women  may  exercise  over  him  some  of  the  good  influences  of  the 
absent  mother  and  sisters.  Better  still,  give  him  the  companion- 
ship and  encouragement  of  young  men  tempted  as  he  is,  and  yet 
trusting  every  hour  to  Hiin  who  is  able  to  succor  those  that  are 
tempted,  who  can  encourage  him  in  the  right,  who  can  understand 
his  trials,  to  whom  he  can  confide  his  perplexities,  who  can  im- 
part to  him  as  he  marches  in  their  ranks  that '  touch  of  the  elbow,' 
which  General  Scott  said  converted  even  cowards  into  brave  and 
gallant  soldiers.  More  than  all,  lead  him  to  Christ,  so  that  he 
may  trust  in  Him,  and  lean  upon  Him,  and  commune  with  Him. 

"  Dear  brother,  sorely  tempted,  stand  firm.  Be  of  good  courage. 
When  sinners  entice  thee,  whether  of  high  or  low  degree,  consent 
thou  not.  If  it  comes  to  a  question  where  the  soul  or  the  body 
must  perish,  consider  well  what  it  shall  profit  a  man  to  gaiu  the 
whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul. 

"  And  shall  we  not  all  of  us  see  to  it  that  a  better  public  senti- 
ment is  created  upon  the  subject  of  business  morals  ?  Is  it  really 
impossible,  friends,  for  a  man  to  be  '  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in 
spirit,  serving  the  Lord '  ?  If  the  church  of  Ood  to-day  should 
awake  to  this  evil  among  her  own  membership,  and  should  give 
us  more  Christian  merchants,  who  were  truly  Christian,  the 
leaven  would  soon  affect  the  whole  lump,  and  business  morals 
would  be  far  better  and  purer  than  they  are. 

"  And  now,  Christian  merchant,  what  of  your  duty  ?  Look  upon 
this  ypung  man.  To-day,  radiant  with  hope  and  pure  in  heart,  he 
comes  into  your  office,  your  counting-house,  your  store.  Lead  him 
not  into  temptation.  Surround  him  with  good  influences.  Set 
before  him  an  honest  example.  Give  him  a  word  of  kindness 
and  encouragement,  and  you  may  look  to  see  him  become  a  faith- 
ful servant  to  you,  to  his  age,  and  to  his  God.  But  lay  on  him 
those  burdens  of  temptation,  and  tomorrow,  behold  him  degraded 
in  mind,  polluted  in  body,  a  curse  to  himself  and  the  world  ;  tbe 
next  day,  behold  him  an  outcast  or  a  criminal ;  the  next,  filling  an 
unknown  grave  in  some  Potter's  field.  I  tell  you  that  if  human 
judgment  were  as  unerring  as  that  of  the  Almighty,  some  should 
lie  by  his  side  whose  dust  reposes  under  the  shadow  of  marble 
shafts  or  beneath  the  dome  of  princely  vaults."  A  number  of 
speakers  followed  in  brief  addresses  on  this  theme. 

The  Topic:  "Our  religious  work;  how  shall  it  be  made  more 
effective?"  was  opened  by  Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Kapids. 
We  hope  to  give  the  substance  of  this  paper  at  a  future  time. 

Important  Resolutions  Passed. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive,  sift,  and  return  to  the  con- 
vention resolutions  of  every  kind  submitted  during  the  session, 
had  a  work  to  perform  of  no  common  moment  and  delicacy. 
Agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  non.  S.  S. 
Fisher,  Chairman,  resolutions  were  passed  expressing  sympathy 
with  all  proper  efforts  made  to  secure  the  better  observance  of  the 


Lord's  Day,  reprobating  profanity,  urging  labor  among  the  young  • 
men  in  our  jails,  penitentiaries,  and  reformatory  institutions,  and  -  - 
disclaiming  action  concerning  applause  in  the  convention.  It  was  -  !.- 
also 

"  Besotted,  That  no  delegate  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than 
once  on  any  subject  before  the  convention,  or  more  than  fiw 
minutes  nt  any  one  time,  unless  the  convention  by  a  two  thirds 
vote  shall  allow  him  to  do  so,"  with  a  provision  that  it  do  not  refer     '*■ 
to  the  first  speakers  on  the  special  topics  agreed  upon."  ••»> 

Toward  the  close  of  the  convention,  in  the  place  of  various  reso-      - 
lotions  submitted  to  them,  some  more  or  less  conflicting  with 
others,  this  committee  proposed  the  following  \*' 

Important  Declaration. 

"  Resolced,  That  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations  are  organ- 
ized specially  to  labor  for  and  among  young  men  ;  that  they  consti- 
tute a  union  board  of  the  church  of  Christ,  charged  with  the 
performance  of  a  specific  duty ;  that  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
work  the  associations,  as  such,  have  no  politics,  and  know  no  dis- 
tinctions among  men,  except  between  those  who  lone  Clirist  mi  ■  ." 
those  who  love  him  not ;  and  that  it  does  not  fall  within  the  sphere  of 
their  duties  to  take  part  in  any  controversy,  or  to  make  official  deli- 
verance upon  any  topic,  however  commendable  in  itself,  or  kowevet 
it  may  appeal  to  the  Christian  or  humanitarian  sympathies  of  indi- 
viduals, which  does  not  relate  directly  to  (lie  work  of  ecangtUaUum 
among  young  men  by  the  agencies  appropriate  to  their  own  organi- 
zation." 

The  reading  of  this  resolution  called  forth  applause.  It  was  re- 
read several  times.  Mr.  J.  H.  Brown,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
in  New-Orleans,  spoke  in  worm  advocacy  of  the  spirit  of  tbe  reso- 
lution, proposing  a  briefer  substitute,  which,  however,  he  subse- 
quently withdrew,  and  the  original  resolution  was  passed  with  j 
great  heartiness  of  approval. 

The  organization  of  State  central  or  executive  committees  br 
delegates  previous  to  adjournment  of  the  co  nventinn  was,  on  re- 
commendation of  the  committee  on  associations,  heartily  indorsed 
and  authorized. 

An  interesting  query  was  raised  concerning  the 
Admission  of  Romanists 
to  our  associations.  It  was  stated  that  several  Romanists  were  as- 
sociate members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Washington.  Rev.  A.  B. 
Nott,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Nelson,  of  New-Orleans,  asked  for 
light  upon  this  question,  and  Mr.  F.  H.  Smith,  President  of  the 
Washington  Association,  said  no  Romanists  had  applied  for  active 
membership.  Their  uniform  rule  was  to  present  the  test  of  actual 
membership  adopted  by  the  Portland  convention,  and  to  leave  it 
to  the  individual  conscience  of  the  person  applying  as  to  whether 
he  comes  within  that  rule  or  not. 

The  declaration  of  the  Portland  convention  of  1869,  referred  to 
above,  is  as  follows : 

"  Resolved.  That  as  these  organizations,  bear  the  name  of  Chris- 
tian, and  profess  to  be  engaged  directly  m  the  Saviour's  service, so 
it  is  clearly  their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  management  of 
all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  who  profess  to  lore  and  pub- 
licly avow  their  faith  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer,  as  divine,  and  who 
testify  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  members  of  church- 
es held  to  be  evangelical.  And  we  hold  those  churches  to  be 
evangelical  which,  maintaining  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  be  the  only 
infallible  rule  of  laith  ami  practice,  do  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  (the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord 
of  lords,  in  whom  dwelleth  the  fullness  of  the  Godhead  bodik, 
and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  knowing  no  sin,  bearing  our 
sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree)  as  the  only  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men  whereby  we  must  be  saved  from  everlasting 
punishment." 

State  Conventions  next  Faxx,. 

Tlie  delegates  from  New-England  arranged  the  following  pro- 
gramme for  their  State  conventions  next  fall : 

State.  Place.  Time. 

Maine,  '       Biddeford,  Last  week  in  September. 

New-Hampshire,  Portsmouth,  October  3d  and  4th. 

Massachusetts,  Northampton,         October  5th.  and  6th. 

Vermont. 

Connecticut,  Mystic,  October  12th  and  13tb. 

Rhode  Island. 
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PUBLIC  AND  DEVOTIONAL  MEETINGS 
,  were  very  numerous,  and  by  their  solemnity  and  interest  they 
*re  greatly  blessed  to  all  the  delegates. 

Tlte  evening  turnout  of  the  convention  partook  chiefly  of  this 
character.  On  Thursday,  the  topic  of  the  first  half-hour  was,  How 
ball  the  study  of  the  word  of  God  be  promoted  in  our  attocvttion*  t 
a discussion  transferred  from  the  morning  session  to  he  completed. 
Earnest  addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Morris,  of  Philadelphia ; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Willett,  of  Providence,  R.  I. ;  Charles  Callender,  of 
Newark,  N.  J. ;  L.  P.  Rowland,  of  Boston,  Mass. ;  President  VVa- 
namaker,  and  many  others.  Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  a  duly  accredited 
delegate  firomHhe  parent  association  in  London,  England,  was  in- 
troduced, and  made  an  earnest  address. 

Mr.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  presided  over  the  meeting  Fri- 
day evening.  It  was  a  time  of  deep  religious  interest.  The  words 
spoken,  prayers  offered,  and  hymns  sung  all  tended  to  an  impres- 
sive solemnity.  Many  indicated  their  wish  for  the  prayers  of 
Christian  people. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  address  of  Mr.  Fisher  on  the  temptations 
of  young  men,  of  •which  we  have  already  spoken,  was  listened  to 
with  attentive  interest,  in  the  Congregational  church,  while  a 
religious  mass  meeting  was  at  the  same  time  held  in  the  hall  of 
the  T.  M.  C.  A.  building,  Oen.  0.  O.  Howard  presiding.  On  Sun- 
day evening,  in  the  same  hall,  a  similar  meeting,  while  the  fare- 
wells were  being  taken  at  the  Congregational  church,  was  led  by 
Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell. 

Morning  prayer-meeting*  were  held  each  day  before  the  conven- 
tion assembled,  from  6  to  9  A.M.,  a  different  person  leading  each 
lionr.  Toward  evening,  after  the  day's  session  was  over,  services 
in  the  open  air  were  at  one  time  multiplied  all  over  the  city ; 
at  another,  were  concentrated  at  two  or  three  points.  Mr. 
K.  A  Burnell,  Oen.  Howard,  Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  and  Messrs. 
Thane  Miller,  T.  K.  Cree,  O.  E.  Lovejoy,  J.  S.  Maclean,  P.  B. 
Simons,  T.  M.  Irvine,  and  E.  R.  Holden  were  active  in  this  good 
work,  which  culminated  in  five  impressive  services  held  Sunday 
afternoon. 

No  mere  description  in  words  can  picture  the  eff.-cl  of  these 
earnest  exercises,  participated  in  by  men  active  in  Christian  work 
all  over  our  land,  who  felt  the  glow  and  enthusiasm  kindled  by 
common  communion  with  their  Lord.  The  city  was  stirred.  The 
churches  were  quickened.  The  cordiality  of  the  welcome  extended 
daily,  increased  in  warmth  and  earnestness.  The  spirit  of  reli- 
gious inquiry  pervaded  large  assemblies,  and  Christians  were  ask- 
ing for  work  to  do  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master. 

Interest  in  the  practical  work  of  the  associations  went  hand  in 
hand  with  this  enthusiasm.  Meetings  of  the  delegates  of  various 
States  and  districts  were  multiplied.  The  members  seemed  to 
feel  that  they  had  come  together  to  learn  of  one  another,  and  in 
concert  to  devise  measures  and  kindle  zeal  which  should  contribute 
to  the  steady  growth  and  more  extended  usefulness  of  the  societits 
they  represented.  • 

Services  on  the  Lobd'b  Day. 
On  the  Lord's  day,  May  28th,  a  solemn  morning  prayer-meeting 
was  held  from  six  to  nine  o'clock.  Delegates  were  invited  to  oc- 
cupy the  pulpits  of  forty-eight  churches  and  chapels  in  Washing- 
ton and  Alexandria.  Sixteen  of  these  were  in  colored  churches. 
In  sixteen  Sunday-schools  they  spoke  to  the  children.  Five  open- 
air  meetings  were  held  late  in  the  afternoon. 

The  Farewell  Meeting, 
on  Sunday  evening,  was  densely  crowded.  As  might  have  been 
expected,  the  interest  of  the  convention  culminated  in  this  service. 
It  was  a  time  when  the  unconverted  were  awakened,  and  sought 
an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  Christians.  It  was  a  season,  too,  when 
the  brethren,  solemnized  by  the  thought  of  parting,  were  quick- 
ened to  new  purposes  of  devotedness  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  It 
was  an  hour  of  high  privilege,  when  the  Spirit  drew  near,  and,  tak- 
ing of  the  things  and  example  of  Christ,  and  showing  them  to  us, 
breathed  the  blessing  of  a  new  impulse  into  all  our  Christian  living. 
The  secretary  of  the  convention,  Mr.  J.  I.  Piatt,  made  the  first 
address,  urging  a  fresh  earnestness  in  work  by  and  for  young 
men.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Nelson,  of  New-Orleans,  and 
Mr.  H.  S.  Sherwin,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  who  made  an  earnest  appeal 
to  unconverted  young  men.  Mr.  Hodder,  of  London,  then  said 
that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  excellent  machinery  connected  with 


these  associations  in  this  country  and  England,  but  we  sh/dl  not 
accomplish  much  unless  we  attend  to  the  power  that  is  to  work 
it.  Every  thing  depended  upon  that.  We  must  allow  Christ  to 
take  entire  possession  of  the  soul.  He  thanked  God  that  we  could 
feel  Jesus  ns  near  to  us  in  the  counting  house  as  in  the  farewell 
meeting.  If  religion  is  any  thing  to  us,  it  must  be  every  tiling. 
We  must  give  up  the  world.  We  must  not  shake  hands' with  it. 
If  we  want  recreation,  let  us  meet  with  our  Christian  brethren  and 
sisters,  and  praise  God.  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.  Many  souls 
get  wrong,  many  Christians  get  out  of  the  way  of  doing  work, 
because  they  link  themselves  with  doubtful  things  of  the  world. 
Let  us  stand  aside,  my  dear  friends,  from  the  world  and  the  thiugs 
of  the  world,  the  spirit  of  the  world,  and  all  the  undercurrent  of 
society,  and  let  us  stand  up  for  Jesus  in  our  daily  lives,  show  our 
colors,  and  live  for  him. 

After  earnest  addresses  from  Rev.  E.  G.  Andrews,  of  Brooklyn ; 
Rev.  L.  Gaetz,  of  Pictou,  N.  S. ;  Messrs.  M.  R.  Barnard,  of  Indiana- 
polis; and  R.  R.  Mcliurney,  of  New  York,  Gen.  Howard  »poke  of 
the  opposition  we  met  from  the  world,  which  was  active  and  anta- 
gonistic in  infidel  flings  in  just  the  proportion  to  the  progress  the 
cause  of  Christ  was  making.  Some  opposition,  too,  we  had  expe- 
rienced from  Christian  p  ople ;  but  the  Y.  M/C.  A.  was  "  part  and 
parcel  of  the  church  of  Christ,"  and  not  to  bo  separated  from  it. 
The  most  active  in  the  one  were  the  most  active  in  the  other.  He 
asked  the  delegates  to  remember,  as  they  left  the  city,  the  Chris- 
tian brethren  they  had  found  here.  God  has  not  left  himself  with- 
out a  witness.  In  process  of  time,  we  will  banish  by  his  help  the 
groggery  and  haunt  of  vice,  and  make  this  a  centre  of  truth  as  well 
as  of  political  power.  He  spoke  also  affectionately  of  our  Southern 
brethren  with  a  feeling  that  called  forth  the  applause  of  the  dele- 
gates. We  welcome  them  in  the  name  of  the  Master,  that  we  may 
work  together  with  him  and  them  for  the  advancement  of  His 
kingdom  among  young  men.  As  we  both  belong  to  Christ  and 
are  near  to  him,  we  shall  labor  together  in  joyful,  harmony. 

President  Wanamaker,  in  the  closing  address,  expressed  deep 
gratitude  for  the  'brotherly  sympathy  and  harmony  that  had 
reigned  during  our  session.  The  sight  of  this  was  in  itself  honor- 
able to  the  cause  of  Him  whom  we  loved. 

To  the  brethren  in  Washington  he  returned  cordial  thanks. 
With  great  earnestness  lie  urged  all  the  brethren  to  go  home  to 
work  for  Christ,  not  for  the  praise  of  men,  and  to  live  not  for  self, 
but  for  the  good  of  others. 

Rev.  Dr.  Rankin,  pastor  of  the  church  where  the  convention 
was  assembled,  spoke  a  few  words  of  farewell  and  pronounced  the 
berediction. 

The  delegates  then  gathered  about  the  platform,  and  joining 
hands  sang  together  before  parting.  It  was  a  scene  and  hour  long 
to  be  remembered  as  a  blessed  incentive  to  Christian  effort  during 
the  coming  year.  It  was  good  to  be  there,' and  even  the  lateness 
of  the  hour  did  not  forbid  very  slow  departure  from  a  place  hal- 
lowed by  many  precious  memories. 

After  the  Convention. 

The  convention  was  over ;  but  the  power  of  its  direct  Influence 
upon  the  delegates  could  not  but  manifest  itself  while  they  for  any 
reason  remained  together.  Many  of  the  delegates  accepted  an 
invitation  of  Governor  Cooke  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  spend 
Monday,  May  20,  in  an  excursion  to  Mount  Vernon.  While  the 
boats  were  bearing  the  company  up  the  Potomac,  the  paid  secre- 
taries of  various  associations  met,  and  after  profitable  discussion 
of  the  relation  of  each  to  the  association  he  represented,  an  organ- 
ization was  effected  for  future  intercourse  and  deliberation  to  be 
known  as  tho  "  Secretaries'  Association  " 

Duriug  the  pleasant  hours  spent  at  Mount  Vernon,  a  brief  and 
interesting  service  was  held  on  the  lawn,  in  front  of  the  Washing- 
ton mansion. 

That  evening  many  delegates  were  still  to  be  found  in  Washing- 
ton. A  large  religious  meeting  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  building,  Mr.  Thane  Miller  presiding.  It  was  a  deeply 
solemn  and  impressive  service.  The  power  of  the  Spirit  was  there 
to  bless  the  word  spoken.  Souls  were  quickened  and  saved. 
Welcomed  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

A  goodly  numbecof  delegates  started  from  Mount  Vernon  on 
a  second  excursion  that  had  been  hospitably  planned  to  Norl'olk. 
A  delightful  religious  conference  was  held  on  board  the  bout  as 
they  passed  down  Chesapeake  Bay.  Arriving  at  Norfolk,  Tuesday 
morning,  they  were  cordially  welcomed  by  the  association  founded 
there  three  months  ago,  and  enjoyed  a  visit  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
rooms.  Every  hospitable  attention  was  shown  the  delegates,  and 
there  is  reason  also  to  believe  that  the  result  of  their  visit  may 
prove  helpful -to  the  good  cause  thire.  The  party  left  for  Wash- 
ington Wednesday  afternoon ;  but  a  lew,  who  remained  to  go  up 
the  James  Hiver,  met  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Norfolk  As- 
sociation on  Wednesday  morning.  An  instructive  and  profitable 
conference  on  association  work  followed,  and  the  brethren  sepa- 
rated mutually  encouraged  to  renewed  effort  in  extending  the 
kingdom  of  Christ  among  young  men. 
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NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

tW  For  this  department  we  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  in  all  onr 
Associations.  Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  bo  specially 
welcome : 

1.  New  features  In  the  work. 

3.  News  or  conventions. 
8.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved . 
E9"  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  onr  office  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  in  which  snch  number  appears. 

ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 
We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  oar  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  1(0  W.  Baltimore  St. 
Bcllefonte,  Pa.,  Bush's  Arcade. 
Bethlehem,  Fa.,  Main  St. 
Boston,  Mass..  Tremont  St. 
Brooklyn.  N.  T.,  80  and  8!  Fulton  Are. 


Newark,  N.  J.,  J7S  Broad  St. 
New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  54  Church  St. 
New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  Sis. 
New-York,  Fourth  Are.  It  Twenty-third  St. 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 


Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St.  Philadelphia,  1110  Chestnut  St. 

Chicago,  III.,  Farwell  Hail.  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Penn.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  209  Vine  St.  Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Brown  Sts. 

Cleveland,  O.,  W  Public  Square.  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Congress  St. 

Columbia,  8.  C„  National  Bank  Building.  Foughkeepsle,  N.  T.,  Main  and  Market  Sts. 

Dayton,  O.,  96  North  Main  St.  Roxbury,  Mass. ,  1904  Washington  St, 

Detroit,  11  and  18  MerriU  Block.  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  38)  Sutler  St. 

Halifax,  N.  8.,  183  Hollla  St.  Bcranton,  Pa.,  824  Lackawanna  Ave, 

Hamilton,  Out.,  22  King  St.,  East.  Selma,  Ala,  48  Broad  St. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  CoUege  Block.  St.  Catharine's,  Out.,  St.  Paul  *  Ontario  Sts. 

Hartford,  Ct.,  (W.  C.  A.,)  21  Pearl  St.  St.  Louis,  Mo. ,  809  North  Fifth  St. 

Indianapolis,  Ind,  Penna.  Market  St,  Tldloute,  Pa,  Main  ft  Depot  Sts. 

Janesvule,  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St.  Toledo,  O.,  15  Hartford  Block. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrlmac  Sts.  Toronto,  Ont.,  *•  King  St.,  East. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St,  near  Central  Ave.  Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 

Madison,  Wis.,  Plnckney  St.  Worcester,  Mass.,  Chapln's  Block,  Pearl  St. 
Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts.  Zanesvllle,  O.,  136  Main  St. 
Nashua,  N.  H.,  Fisher's  Block,  Main  St. 

ABROAD. 

Dublin,  Ireland,  64  Upper  Sackvtlle  St.  London,  166  AMersgats  St. 

Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 

Liverpool,  44  Kenshaw  St.  Paris,  France,  160  Rue  Moutmartre, 


ITEMS  OF  Y.  M.  C.  A.  NEWS  FROM  NEW-YORK  STATE. 

By  an  oversight  last  month,  very  meagre  intelligence  from  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A  of  this  State  was  published.  From  the  pamphlet  re- 
port of  the  last  New-York  State  Convention,  lately  published,  we 
learn  that  during  the  year  ending  last  autumn  15  associations  had 
been  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  State  and  16  new  associations 
added,  making  the  whole  number  in  the  State  53.  At  Schenectady, 
a  very  promising  effort  to  secure  a  building  has  been  made,  and 
about  $20,000  have  been  already  subscribed.  Members  of  the  State 
Committee  have  visited  various  portions  of  the  State,  and  several 
new  associations  have  been  organized.  The  following  sketch  of 
what  has  been  accomplished  recently  in  Albany  is  suggestive  and 
interesting : 

Lecture  Sail  and  Gymnasium  Combined.  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Savage,  President  of  the  Association  in  Albany,  writes, 

"  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Albany  have  successfully  combined  a 
gymnasium  and  lecture-hall  in  one  room.  Tbose  associations  that 
are  compelled  to  study  economy  may  perhaps  take  a  hint  from 
what  we  have  accomplished. 

"  The  association  hall  is  in  the  story  above  the  library,  reading, 
and  reception-rooms.  With  the  gallery,  which  reaches  about  two 
thirds  around  the  room,  it  will  accommodate  from  700  to  800  per- 
sons. The  seats  on  the  main  floor  are  comfortable  wooden  mova- 
ble settees.  Tbe  stage  occupies  the  middle  part  of  the  hall,  leaving 
considerable  space  on  either  side.  The  room  is  tastefully  painted 
in  fast  colors,  and  is  lighted  by  two  fifty-inch  reflectors  from  tbe 
ceiling.  For  its  size,  it  is  the  most  cheerful  and  attractive  audience- 
room  in  the  city. 

"  Into  this  room,  with  much  skill  and  ingenuity,  the  fixtures  of 
a  gymnasium  have  been  introduced.  Three  ladders  are  carried  over 
the  stage,  the  third  being  horizontal  and  joining  the  top  rounds 
of  the  other  two.  The  vaulting-bar  stands  in  the  space  on  one 
side,  and  the  double  trapeze  bangs  from  the  ceiling  on  the  other 


side  of  the  stage.  The  peg-post  is  in  the  corner  beyond  the  trapeze* 
Along  the  wall  on  one  side  under  the  gallery  are  the  horizontal 
bars,  and  in  the  rear  of  the  hall,  the  weights  and  pulleys  of  various 
kinds.  The  Indian  clubs  are  ranged  along  another  part  of  the 
wall,  and  the  upright  bars  stand  in  one  of  the  corners  at  the  rear. 
A  little  to  one  side  of  the  middle  of  the  room,  so  as  to  clear  the 
lights  in  the  ceiling,  stretches  a  line  of  swinging  rings  from  the 
stage  to  the  gallery  front,  and  the  remainder  of  the  ropes  and 
swings  are  disposed  in  other  parts  of  the  unoccupied  space.  Dress- 
ing-closets are  found  in  the  dressing-rooms  connected  with  the 
stage,  and  others  in  the  gallery,  along  the  walls.  When  the  room 
is  used  as  a  gymnasium,  the  settees  are  piled  up  in  small  space, 
where  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  use  of  any  of  the  apparatus, 
and  the  stage  carpet  is  removed.  It  thus  forms  one  of  the  most 
airy,  convenient,  and  attractive  gymnasiums  in  America. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  in  an  hour's  time — presto,  change  1 — the 
floor  is  filled  with  settees,  the  stage  is  carpeted,  and  the  ropes  and 
rings  are  looped  up  to  the  celling  by  cords.  The  ladders  remain, 
and  the  other  stationary  apparatus  still  occupies  the  corners,  sides, 
and  rear  of  the  hall,  but  not  so  as  to  interfere  with  either  audience 
or  speaker,  nor  to  mar  seriously  the  appearance  of  the  room.  Con- 
certs, lectures,  and  sermons  have  been  given  there  with  the  utmost 
success,  and  for  gymnastic  exhibitions  nothing  could  be  better. 

"The  Albany  Association  has  thus  demonstrated  two  things: 
(1.)  That  a  previously  existing  secular  organization  (the  Albany 
Gymnasium)  can  successfully,  and  with  advantage  to  all  parties, 
be  united  with  and  incorporated  into  a  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.  (2.)  That  a  suitable  hall  may  be  adapted  conveniently 
for  use  either  as  an  audience-room  or  a  gymnasium,  and  may  be 
changed  from  one  to  the  other  at  pleasure.  A  third  point,  namely, 
that  a  gymnasium  is  an  exceedingly  important  element  of  success 
in  an  association,  both  for  its  own  sake,  and  because  it  tends  to 
draw  young  men  within  the  circle  of  religious  influences,  has  been 
abundantly  illustrated  by  other  associations,  and  is  merely  con- 
firmed by  the  experiment  at  Albany." 

An  Encouraging  Account  of  Hie  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  is  given  by  the  President,  Mr.  Isaac  Bridg- 
man,  in  his  admirable  annual  report  lately  published.  The  roll  of 
membership  contains  258  names.  Of  the  $2640  raised  for  ex- 
penses, (nearly  all  of  which  was  expended,)  only  about  $200  came 
from  dues  and  initiation  fees,  $1800  from  subscriptions  made  in 
the  various  churches,  from  the  lecture  course  over  $700,  from  two 
legacies  $150,  and  from  various  other  sources  the  remainder  of  the 
sum  named. 

TnE  City  Mission  Work,  which  is  virtually  committed  to  the 
association  by  the  churches,  and  for  which  their  large  contribution 
is  made,  is  the  most  expensive  department  of  labor.  It  includes  tbe 
support  of  the  city  missionary,  $1050.  The  expenses  of  the  mission 
schools  the  past  year  (including  payment  of  a  mortgage  of  $550  on 
the  Eighth  Ward  Chapel,  which  makes  the  building  the  property 
of  the  association)  was  about  $850.  The  schools  are  prospering. 
For  several  years  a  series  of  lessons  for  all  tbe  schools  has  been  pre- 
pared by  a  committee,  with  comments  published  each  week  in  the 
papers  of  the  city.  The  lessons  were  at  first  adopted  by  most  of 
the  churches,  and  the  meeting  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  for  their 
study  was  a  bond  of  Christian  union,  but  the  number  of  compet- 
ing series  coming  in  other  papers  has  lately  broken  up  the  uni- 
formity of  lessons. 

The  city  missionary  reports  having  received  1300  applications 
for  help,  and  $805  expended  in  aid  of  the  deserving  and  needy. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Work  Proper. 

This,  though  not  the  most  expensive,  is  the  most  distinctive 
work  of  the  association.  Last  December,  a  new  and  very  pleasant 
reading-room  was  opened  at  No.  52  South  Salina  street.  It  was 
well  supplied  with  reading  matter,  and  the  rent  and  expense  pro. 
vided  for  by  special  subscriptions  from  members.  A  well-selected 
library,  it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  secured. 
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The  Daily  Prayer-Meeting,  for  several  years  past,  lias  been 
held  in  the  morning.  A  few  months  ago,  the  hour  at  noon  was 
chosen,  and  since  then  the  attendance  has  been  better. 

77m  'monthly  meetings  have  not  been  devoid  of  interest ;  but  the 
attendance  has  shown  that  the  members  were  in  need  of  the  urgent 
appeal  the  President  makes  that  thoy  should  feel  a  greater  respon- 
sibility for  the  character  and  maintenance  of  this  branch  of  the 
work. 

New  Rooms  opened  in  Utica.  A  correspondent  writes : 
"  The  new  rooms  of  the  Utica  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
were  opened  to  the  public  on  Monday  evening,  April  20th.  Long 
before  the  hour  named  in  the  notices  for  the  meeting,  the  rooms 
were  filled.  Many  were  compelled  to  go  away,  being  unable  to 
reach  the  door.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Vermilye, 
of  Utica ;  Bev.  Mr.  Bockwood,  of  Boston ;  Judge  Bacon,  of  Utica ; 
Mr.  G.  W.  Arnold,  Chairman  of  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  T.  M. 
C.  A.  of  New-York  City,  and  others.  Excellent  music  was  fur- 
nished  by  Mr.  Jepson  and  his  associates,  and  every  thing  tended  to 
make  the  occasion  very  enjoyable.  A  sentiment  seemed  to  per- 
vade the  remarks  of  the  different  speakers  expressive  of  the  great 
willingness  of  the  good  people  of  Utica  to  bear  a  part  of  the 
financial  burden  necessary  to  the  successful  running  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Bev.  Dr.  Patton,  of  Utica,  made  the  closing  address,  re- 
ferring particularly  to  the  need  of  funds  to  complete  the  furnish- 
ing of  the  rooms.  '  The  carpet,'  said  he, '  is  rather.short,  covering 
only  about  one  half  of  the  floor,  and  should  be  stretohed  over  the 
whole  room.  The  walls  could  accommodate  more  pictures,  and, 
in  imitation  of  the  good  brother  who  presented  the  chandeliers, 
I  will  pledge  a  picture  for  the  rooms.'  The  meeting  proved  a 
very  successful  one.  The  Association  seems  to  be  in  excellent 
working  order,  and  bids  fair  to  accomplish  a  great  deal  of  good." 

The  New  Rooms  of  the  Harlem  Branch  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
of  New- York  City  were  opened  on  the  evening  of  May  8th,  as  an- 
nounced last  month.  Appropriate  addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  B. 
L.  Purdy,  Chairman  of  the  Branch ;  Mr.  M.  E.  Jesap,  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  parent  society ;  Bev.  Drs.  Henry  Potter  and  H.  B. 
Bidgaway,  and  Bev.  W.  N.  McVickar.  The  new  rooms,  with  the 
gymnasium,  present  a  very  attractive  appearance,  and  promise  to 
greatly  enlarge  the  usefulness  of  this  association. 


NEWS   FBOM   OHIO. 
A  Year  of  Great  Progress  in  Cleveland,  O.     The 
New  Building.    Active  and  Efficient  Committees. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Cleveland  was  held 
May  11th,  interesting  addresses  being  made  by  Bev.  Dr.  Briggs, 
of  Cincinnati,  and  by  Bev.  Messrs.  J.  E.  Twitchell  and  E.  B.  Raf- 
fensperger,  and  by  Horace  Benton,  Esq. 

The  report  of  the  President,  Mr.  Frederick  M.  Backus,  and  the 
reports  of  the  several  committees  are  full  of  encouraging  and  in- 
structive intelligence. 

The  New  Building. 

The  important  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  purchase  of  the  new 
building  on  a  lot  measuring  83  by  198  feet,  at  a  total  cost,  includ- 
ing repairs,  of  $24,500,  (the  whole  amount  being  secured.) 

"  For  this  building,"  says  the  president,  "  we  are  greatly  in- 
debted to  the  original  Building  Fund  Committee  who  first  con- 
ceived the  need  and  benefits  of  it,  and  who  labored  with  faith  and 
patience  until  the  original  subscription  of  $12,000  was  secured. 
This  was  the  first  step,  and  had  It  not  been  taken,  the  present 
happy  result  never  would  have  been  realized." 

But  an  important  addition  is  yet  to  be  made.  In  the  rear  of  the 
building  there  is  room  and  demand  for  a  hall  to  seat  600  or  700 
people.  The  cost  of  this  will  be  $4000,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
that  before  many  months  the  desired  addition  will  be  made. 

The  Committee  on  Missionary  Labor  of  itself,  and  by  means  of 
its  sub  organizations,  has  maintained  the  regular  Saturday  night 
prayer-meeting  (average  attendance  85,  all  young  men)  and  the 


daily  union  prayer-meeting,  (average  attendance  85,)  at  the  Asso- 
ciation Rooms,  during  the  entire  year.  Sabbath  services  have 
also  been  regularly  held  at  the  Association  Booms,  on  the  publio 
square,  on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  at  the  West-Side  Market,  the 
Wilson  Street  Hospital,  the  City  Infirmary,  the  County  Jail,  the 
Union  Passenger  Depot,  and  at  Newburg.  During  each  week 
cottage  prayer-meetings  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
city,  and  regular  services  are  being  maintained  at  the  Orphan 
Asylum.  Frequent  visits  have  also  been  made  by  our  delegates 
to  the  various  church  prayer-meetings  both  in  and  out  of  the  city, 
and  in  the  adjoining  country. 

The  Committee  on  Finances  report  receipts  $2657,  and  expenses 
$2657.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  money  for  current  expenses  in  fu- 
ture by  yearly  subscriptions  in  the  various  churches  of  the  city. 

The  Lecture  Committee  has  had  signal  success,  the  pay  lectures 
having  resulted  in  a  satisfactory  profit  to  the  association,  and  the 
"  course  of  free  lectures"  having  exceeded  our  expectations.  In 
the  inauguration  of  the  latter,  the  association  has  entered  upon  a 
new  and  enlarged  field  of  usefulness,  which  demands  in  the  future 
the  best  efforts  and  services  we  can  bring. 

The  Committee  on  Booms  report  an  average  attendance  of  81  per 
day,  or  a  total  of  25,000  visitors  during  the  year.  The  reading- 
room  is  supplied  with  14  daily  and  81  weekly  papers,  and  28 
monthly  magazines. 

Tfte  Membership  Committee  report  437  active,  5  associate,  55 
honorary,  and  36  life-membsrs.    Total,  533. 

The  Employment  Committee  helped  to  situations  80  out  of  the 
380  young  men  who  applied  to  them  for  aid. 

Tlis  Boarding-House  Committee  report  75  applications,  all  of 
which  were  satisfactorily  answered. 

Ent/iusiaslic  classes  in  French  and  German  were  formed,  num- 
bering over  a  hundred  each,  and  have  prospered. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton,  reports  a  million, 
that  is,  a  ton  of  Y.  M.'  C.  A.  cartridges  sent  out  this  year.  He  adds, 
"  The  association  recently  organised  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  now 
numbers  250  ;  none  but  Christians  are  received  as  members. 
These,  when  discharged,  receive  letters  of  commendation  from  the 
chaplain,  and  when  such  present  themselves  at  our  door,  a  hearty 
welcome  is  given  them.    Thus  the  worthy  are  encouraged." 

Good  News  from  Toledo.  The  Building-Fund. 
Hopeful  Christian  Activity.  The  report  of  the  President, 
Mr.  Charles  Douglass,  at  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the  Toledo  Y.  M. 
C.  A,  May  14th,  is  full  of  encouragement.  The  Layman's  Insti- 
tute, last  November,  resulted  in  a  subscription  to  a  building-fund, 
which  has  since  been  increased  to  $11,000.  During  the  year,  a 
debt  of  $600  has  been  paid,  and  the  treasurer  reports  the  expenses 
of  the  year  to  be  $739.17,  including  $818  of  this  debt,  and  the  re- 
ceipts $829.70,  the  balance  being  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger. 

The  association  has  200  members,  and  through  its  Devotional 
Committee,  sustains  a  half-hour  noon  prayer-meeting ;  has  lately  re- 
vived the  Saturday  nine  p.m.  meeting ;  holds  a  service  in  the  Coun- 
ty Jail  every  Sunday  afternoon  ;  also  in  the  County  Infirmary,  four 
miles  out  of  the  city ;  gathers  at  the  rooms  each  Sunday  a  Bible- 
class  ;  sustains  a  general  city  missionary  work,  including  systema- 
tic visitation,  and  holds  cottage-meeting  and  open-air  services. 
The  work  of  this  committee  has  been  fruitful  in  good. 

The  committee  on  employment  and  relief  have  furnished  with 
situations  about  forty  applicants. 

The  rooms  must  no  longer  be  in  the  Uiird  story,  the  president 
urges  with  wise  earnestness.  We  hope  the  good  Christian  people 
of  Toledo  will  promptly  and  liberally  second  his  call  for  rooms  that 
will  fairly  compete  with  the  saloon  in  accessibleness. 

The  monthly  social  meeting,  an  interesting  boys'  prayer-meet- 
ing, the  observance  of  the  day  of  prayer  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and 
the  favor  of  the  Toledo  Blade  and  Commercial  In  noticing  the 
efforts  of  the  association,  are  all  enumerated  as  encouraging  fea- 
tures of  the  work  of  the  year.    • 

After  the  report,  short  addresses  were  made  by  Bev.  C.  D.  Mor- 
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ris,  Rev.  H.  M.  Bacon,  Mr.  C.  E.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland,  and  Rev.  W. 
W.  Williams.  Each  of  these  gentlemen  presented  the  claims  of 
the  association,  enforcing  the  peculiar  necessity  for  suck  an  orga- 
nization in  Toledo,  where  the  enginery  bf  vice  and  crime  is  spe- 
cially powerful  and  effective. 

The  addresses  are  the  more  worthy  of  mention  because  they 
were  followed  and  indorsed  by  a  collection  in  cash  and  pledges  of 
$816,  a  sum  larger  than  the  total  expenses  of  last  year. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  officers  for  the  present  year : 
Pretident,  Charles  Douglas ;  Vice-Presidents,  W.  H.  Aloxauder 
and  C.  H.  Buck ;  Treasurer,  C.  H.  Whitaker ;  Secretary,  C.  L. 
Rhoades. 

The  Forty-five  Associations  in  Ohio.— The  pamphlet 
report  of  the  last  Ohio  State  Convention  contains  the  following 
table  of  the  associations  in  that  State : 


Name. 


Akron 

Ashland 

Ashtabula 

Canton 

Chardon 

Chllllcotho 

Cincinnati 

Clrclevllle. 

Cleveland 

Columbians 

Columbus  

CiimminsTlUe 

Dayton 

Dayton  Soldiers'  H'me 

Damascoville 

Delaware 

East-Falrfleld 

Elyrla 

Geneva 

Granville 

Hamilton 

HUlBboro 

Lexington 

Lucas 

Lockland 

Mansfield 

Mlddletown 

Mount  Gilead 

Mount  Vernon 

Oborlln 

Oxford 

Palnesvlllc 

Portsmouth 

Salem 

Saudnsky  

Sheffield 

Shelby  

Sprlngdale 

Springfield .    . 

Tiffin    

Toledo 

Urb&na  

Xcuia 

Yonngstown 

Zanesville. 


Date  of  ! 
Organiza- 
tion.    ' 


President. 


May,  '69 

July,  '6K 

Apr.    '68 

•'     '66 

"   •  '6!) 


Oct. 

May,  '07 

Apr. 
Nov. 
Feb. 


.Inly 
Jan. 

Mar. 
Aug. 
Oct. 
Sep. 
Dec. 

Apr. 

Dec 
i. 

Feb. 


'7(1 


Sep. 
Apr. 
Dec. 
Oct. 
Aug. 
Apr. 
Dec. 
Apr. 
Dec. 
Mar. 

"     '68 
Ang.  '65 

"     '70 
Jan.    '6' 

"     '«8 

"      '67 


3.  A.  Kohlcr 

P.  Q,  Stoncr. 

J.  K.  Stebbins 

W.  McKlnley 

E .  V.  Canfiefd. 

J.  McL.  Welsh. 

H.  Thane  Miller 

James  Loughry 

F.  M.  Backus 

James  Reinhardt  . . . 

().  H.  Twin 

James  Jovco 

K.  W.  Steele 

W.  Earnshaw 

Jesse  Butler 

J.  A.  Alcxaudcr 

T.  L.  X  elaon.'i ....... '. 

H.  A.Delano 

W.T.Bnrae. 

T.C.Moss 

E.  parson 

A.  W   Bnrtch 

R.  B.  Burger 

J.  F.  Merrill 

L.J.  Tracy 

it.'  F.Bar'tlett. '.'.'.'.'.'. 

Z.  E.  Tavlor 

L.  T.  Whitney 

D.  R,  Moore 

W.  C.  Tisdel 

S.  O.  Johnson 

William  Home 

L.  H.  Latham 

W.A.Day 

O.  W.  Billow 

H.  B.  Muyhew 

B.  F.  Prince. 

S.J.  Kirkwood 

Charles  Douglas 

W.  R.  Warnock 

David  Mlllen 

A.B.  Cornell 

E.  H.  Sullivan 


Corresponding 
Secretary. 


O.  D.  Chllds. 

B.  L.  PrescotL 
A.  D.  Strong. 

C.  B.  Wright. 
J.  W.  Canllcld. 
S.  W.  Pearson. 
E.  Burnham. 
E.  B.  Hays. 

C.  E.  Bolton. 
A.  Overholt 
Woodward  Awl. 
H.  K.  Hayward. 
E.  M.  Wood. 
James  Corbett. 
Sidney  Stanley. 
J.  L.  Smith. 
M.  Lyon. 
A.  O.  Upton. 
C.  Talcott. 
C.  A.  Townc. 
A  Smith. 
J.  W.  Ellis. 
C.  II.  Bcverstock. 
Kzra  Moffatt. 
C.  E.  Howell. 
J.  U.  Iieed. 

W.  H.  Brlggs. 
Silas  Parr. 
P.  F.  McClelland. 
W.  W.  Beaton. 
J.  W.  Tyler. 
J.  N.  Murray. 

C.  C.  Snyder. 
R.  M.  Wilcox. 
Hubert  Day. 

D.  D.  Hart. 
C.  B.  Ruffin. 

A.  S.  Dunlap.      , 
N.  L.  Brewer. 
H.  L.  Phelps. 
R.  H.  Boal. 
A.  G.  Conwell. 
J.  N.  Reno. 
T.  F.  Spangler. 


This  list,  say  the  State  Executive  Committee  in  their  report,  com- 
prises 45  associations  with  4386.  members.  Twenty  one  associa- 
tions have  reading-rooms ;  eleven  have  Bible-classes ;  ten  sustain 
daily,  seven  semi-weekly,  and  twenty-four  weekly  prayer-meetings 
Twenty-seven  associations  are  active  in  mission  work,  conducting 
Sunday-schools,  cottage  prayer-meetings,  services  in  prisons,  hos- 
pitals, infirmaries,  parks,  public  streets,  and  wherever  men  will 
listen.  Nineteen  associations  have  libraries  containing  in  all  7700 
volumes,  valued  at  $8200.  During  the  year,  $31,350  have  been 
expended  in  carrying  on  associutional  work  :  321  conversions  are 
reported  as  the  direct  result  of  efforts  in  behalf  of  young  men. 

The  report  of  the  late  crusade,  in  another  column,  in  Ohio,  men- 
tions associations  actually  at  work  in  Ravenna,  Mossillon,  and 

Bucyrus.  

ITEMS    FROM   MASSACHUSETTS. 

Activity  in  Northampton,  Mass.  Co-operation 
with  the  Churvhes.  A  writer  in  the  Hampshire  Gazette 
and  Northampton  Courier  gives  the  following  account  of  the 
vigorous  association  in  Northampton,  where  the  next  State  con- 
vention is  to  be  held  l 


"  Some  few  years  ago,  the  Yonng  Men's  Christian  Association  oi 
our  town  established  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  at  the  Bay  State 
Village.  Attended  at  first  by  some  six  or  eight  persons,  it  in- 
creased till  it  was  necessary  to  secure  a  public  hall  for  the  Sab- 
bath-school, an  outgrowth  of  the  meeting.  This  being  destroyed 
by  fire,  a  neat  chapel  was  built  between  the  Bay  State  and  Paper 
Mill,  and  now  these  villages  are  accommodated  as  never  before. 
Leeds  has  also  received  assistance  from  our  association,  and  the 
neat  chapel  there  meets  an  imperative  demand.  For  years,  a 
weekly  prayer-meeting  and  a  Sabbath-school  have  been  conducted 
on  Hospital  Hill.  The  result  is  manifest  now  in  a  deep  religious 
interest  there,  and  in  the  wide-spread  desire  for  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, far  more  convenient  than  tho  school-house.  The  citizens  of 
the  Hill  have  pledged  liberal  sums,  and  the  indications  are  that, 
with  outside  help,  they  too  will  have  a  religious  home  of  their 
own.  Tuese  chapels  are  among  the  fruits  of  association  work,  a 
work  which  never  would  have  been  accomplished  bat  for  the 
hearty  and  loving  sympathy  extended  to  our  Y.  M.  C  A.  by  the 
pastors  of  our  several  churches.  Our  association  has  met  with 
opposition  on  the  part  of  good  men,  but  we  believe  that  prejudice 
is  dying  away.  It  is  because  of  their  allegiance  to  the  church 
that  young  men  are  at  work  in  the  Christian  Association,  and  we 
claim  that  they  add  to  its  strength.  Asking  from  all  good  men 
their  hearty  sympathy,  we  say,  Come  to  our  regular  weekly 
meeting,  yet  not  at  the  expense  of  the  usual  church  meetings 
come  to  our  regular  monthly  meeting,  the  third  Thursday  in  each 
month,  and  see  for  yourselves  what  we  seek  to  do  in  oar  com- 
munity." 

-  Progress  in  Lowell,  Mass.  At  the  late  Fourth  Anniver- 
sary in  Lowell,  Mr.  W.  W.  Sherman,  President  of  the  Association: 
stated  that  eleven  hundred  meetings  for  prayer  and  religious 
worship  have  been  held,  an  average  of  nearly  twenty-two  per 
week.  This  is  less  than  the  number  reported  for  1889,  yet,  while 
the  number  is  less,  the  interest  has  been  greater.  The  daily  morn 
ing  prayer-meetings  have  been  maintained,  and  the  number  at- 
tending has  been  greater  than  ever  before,  a  result  attributed  in  a 
large  measure  to  the  cooperation  of  the  several  pastors  of  the  city. 
Meetings  in  the  boarding-houses  on  the  Merrimack,  Boott,  Massa- 
chusetts, Hamilton,  and  Suffolk  corporations  have  been  held  on 
Monday  evenings,  with  encouraging  results.  The  open-air  meet- 
ings were  regarded  as  a  means  of  doing  much  good,  and  as  opening 
a  wide  field  for  usefulness  and  to  earnest,  faithful  effort.  "  Early 
in  the  season,"  continues  the  report,  "  we  held  a  series  of  anion 
meetings  in  the  several  churches,  and  in  October  another  series 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell ,  of  Illinois.  The  influence 
of  these  we  believe  to  have  been  most  salutary."  An  excellent 
course  of  lectures  was  provided.  A  number  of  places  of  employ- 
ment have  been  obtained  for  applicants. 

Early  in  the  year  1869  the  publication  of  a  monthly  paper  was 
begun,  and  continued  through  the  year,  with  gratifying  results ; 
but  for  want  of  time,  etc.,  to  prepare  and  issue  a  sheet  creditable 
to  the  Association,  the  project  was  abandoned.  The  present  num- 
ber of  members  is  three  hundred  and  fifty.  The  question  of  ad- 
mitting women  to  the  Association  has  been  put  to  rest  by  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association. 

The  library  contains  six  hundred  volumes,  one  hundred  of  which 
are  books  of  reference.  The  reading-room  has  been  supplied  with 
six  daily  papers,  and  it  has  been  furnished,  gratuitously,  with  a. 
large  number  of  weeklies. 

The  average  daily  number  of  visitors  to  the  rooms  was  seventy- 
five.  The  total  amount  of  receipts,  $2,388.74 ;  expenses,  $3,872.15  ; 
balance  in  treasury,  $10.59. 

Good  Ifews  from  Westfield,  Mass.  The  President  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  this  place,  Mr.  E.  B.  Smith,  writes,  "When  oar 
association  was  organized,  there  was  no  union  of  feeling  between 
the  churches,  and  but  little  was  being  accomplished.  Throagh 
its  instrumentality  our  churches  have  now  become  at  one,  working 
together  for  the  building  up  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and  all  of  thetn 


Digitized  by  V^iOOQLC 


1871.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


135 


JTcivs  cf  A 

wide-awake  and  earnest.  During  tlio  past  year  the  working  ma- 
chinery of  our  association  has  been  very  imperfect.  The  monthly 
business  meetings  have  been  neglected ;  the  memlterahip  fees  have 
not  all  been- collected.  Nevertheless,  the  post  year  has  not  been 
without  good  results.  The  library  and  reading-room  of  the  •  Pub- 
lic Atliemeum'  is  all  that  is  needed  here ;  so  we  give  our  support 
to  that  instead  of  attempting  a  separate  one.  Our  room  is  a  large 
hall  that  will  seat  comfortably  300  persons.  It  is  nicely  furnished 
with  carpet,  pictures,  and  mottoes,  and  is  quite  attractive. 

"  A  new  feature  of  our  work  which  is  attended  with  the  best 
results.  Every  Sunday  at  sis  o'clock,  we  hold  at  our  rooms  a 
praiit-meetiny.  The  room  is  always  crowded,  and  we  make  it  a 
point  to  have  between  each  hymn  a  short  prayer  or  exhortation. 
Every  one  wbo  has  attended  these  meetings  feels  that  they  are 
very  blessed.  We  open  with  a  hymn  of  praise,  followed  by  a 
hymn  of  prayer,  reading  of  Scripture,  any  hymns  that  are  called 
for,  prayer  or  remarks,  and  closing  with  hymns  of  invitation  for 
five  minutes,  and  last  that  beautiful  hymn  of  consecration,  '  Just 
as  I  am,  without  one  plea.'  Many  are  present  who  attend  no  other 
services." 

From  Rutland,  Mags.,  a  correspondent  writes,  "  Our  as- 
sociation was  never  before  in  so  prosperous  a  condition.  '  A  deep 
and  powerful  work  of  grace  began  hero  in  March.  In  this  small 
town  of  a  little  over  1000  inhabitants,  from  60  to  80  persons  were 
deeply  interested,  and  nearly  all  these  have  been  hopefully  con- 
verted. Committees  of  two  and  two  visited  all  the  families  in 
town  ;  while  an  evangelist  (the  Rev.  J.  D.  Potter)  came  among  us 
and  broke  the  '  bread  of  life'  to  large  audiences,  made  thoughtful 
and  solemn  by  the  manifest  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

"  Many  middle-aged  men  and  some  very  aged  persons  have  been 
born  again.  The  cloud  that  shed  such  copious  blessings  on  Rut- 
land passed  over  Paxton  also,  a  town  within  fire  miles  of  us,  and 
although  it  is  a  smaller  place  than  ours,  there  were  125  conver- 
sions.   An  association  is  now  formed  there." 

The  Portsmouth  (JST.  H.)  Association  Is  growing  In  acti- 
vity and  usefulness.  Begun  on  the  new  year  with  56  members, 
it  has  rapidly  increased,  and  now  numbers  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  (235)  members. 

The  New  Room*  have  been  made  very  attractive,  and  the  library 
is  constantly  receiving  additions.  The  reading-room  is  well  sup- 
plied with  nearly  ail  the  standard  periodicals,  and  daily-papers  are 
furnished  every  evening.  Young  men  are  beginning  to  appre- 
ciate this  branch  of  the  work. 

TTte  Devotional  Meetings  are  very  largely  attended ;  the  rooms 
being  filled,  and  much  interest  manifested.  Several  hopeful  con-, 
versions  have  resulted.    The  literary  debates  are  also  Interesting. 

The  work  outside  the  room  consists  of  prayer-meetings  on  the 
17.  S.  receiving-ship  Vandalia,  and  the  marine  barracks  at  New- 
ington,  and  at  places  in  the  city  calfed  The  Plains,  and  Gravelly 
Ridge  School  Houses,  and  the  wharves. 

Religious  reading  is  distributed  Sundays  on  board  vessels  lying 
in  port,  and  in  vaiious  localities  of  the  city. 

"  A  band  of  faith,"  as  it  is  called,  consists  of  about  twelve  breth- 
ren, who  visit  in  company  meetings  for  prayer  in  different 
churches,  giving  a'  new  interest  by  their  presence  and  prayers. 
Good  has  resulted  from  this  effort. 

Perseverance  in  Work.  From  Berlin,  Vt.,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Farnsworth  writes,  "  While  some  have  doubtingly  asked,  '  Shall 
we  not  cease  to  exist  V  others  went  five  miles  in  cold  winter 
evenings  to  help  on  the  good  work,  and  say, '  Go  on.'  Meetings 
for  debate,  recitations,  readings,  and  declamations  have  been  en- 
gaged in  with  profit.  We  admit  ladi  s  as  members,  and  find  them 
among  our  most  active  laborers.  We  are  but  few  in  number,  and, 
like  nearly  all  small  associations,  need  help  and  encouragement 
from  others.  Can  not  our  State  and  national  conventions  adopt 
means  by  which  these  feeble  associations  can  receive  assistance?" 

In  Aid  of  the  Poor,  the  T.  M.  C.  A  of  Rutland,  Vt..  act-  j 
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ing  in  connection  with  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  report  having  re- 
ceived $224,  and  having  disbursed  $150  among  some  fifteen 
families. 

Successfully  Reorganized.— At  Franklin,  Pa,  the  first  pub- 
lic meeting  of  tbe  reorganized  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  held  in  the  public 
hall  Sunday  evening,  March  2Bth.  In  spite  of  rain  and  suow,  a 
large  audience  was  in  attendance.  Mr.  George  S.  King,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  association,  took  the  chair.  Addresses  were  delivered 
by  Hon.  Judge  McCalmont,  of  Franklin  ;  H.  A.  Larely,  Pittsburg  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Carnahen,  of  Mead  ville  :  and  T.  K.  Cree,  Chairman  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee.  A  collection  was  taken  up,  netting 
quite  a  respectable  sum.  In  the  afternoon,  a  very  interesting  meet- 
ing was  held  with  the  prisoners  in  tire  jail,  some  thirty  being  pre- 
sent. At  half-past  four  o'clock,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  rooms 
temporarily  occupied  by  the  association,  there  being  quite  a  large 
attendance.  The  city  is  one  of  wealth,  and  much  of  this  is  in  the 
hands  of  professing  Christians.  Each  denomination  has  a  good 
new  church  or  churches,  free  from  debt,  and  there  is  an  unusually 
large  class  of  educated,  earnest,  Christian  young  men,  many  of 
whom  were  brought  into  the  church  by  a  former  very  successful 
association  movement.  We  hope  much  good  from  the  new  organi- 
zatiou. 

From  Willlamsport,  Pa.,  a  correspondent  writes  tne 
following  epitome  of  the  past  year's  work :  "  The  largest  congre- 
gation at  divine'  service  in  the  city  during  the  summer  months 
was  at  our  out-doormeetings.  Our  jail  and  poor-house  services 
were  well  received.  Our  room  prayer>meetings  have  been  at 
times  rich  in  blessing.  About  40  young  men  attend  our  free 
night-school,  the  only  opportunity  most  of  them  have  to  receivo 
instruction ;  and,  as  they  arc  volunteers  for  education,  they  learn 
well.  Our  Saturday  night  class  in  mechanical  and  architectural 
drawing  numbers  13.  The  number  of  library  readers  is  increas- 
ing and  many  new  members  are*Jotning  us  every  month.  The 
lecture  course  has  been  well  attended." 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Beaver,  Pa.,  held  its  first  anniver- 
sary in  the  M.  E.  church,  the  last  Sabbath  evening  of  April.  The 
house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The  pastors  of  the 
several  congregations  made  brief  addresses,  and  the  choirs  dis- 
coursed excellent  and  stirring  music  A  liberal  subscription  was 
made  for  the  expenses  of  the  association  the  coming  year.  The 
report  of  the  President,  R.  T.  Taylor,  Esq.,  showed  that  about 
$600  had  been  expended  during  the  past  year.  The  association 
has  a  strong  hold  on  the  sympathies  of  the  Christian  public. 

The  Lecture  Course  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  has  been  a 
very  successful  one.  A  correspondent  writes,  "  We  have  just 
completed  our  lecture  course  for  this  season.  The  selection  of 
lectures  and  subjects  has  seemed  to  please  the  public,  and  they 
have  supported  us  generously.  Our  net  profits,  after  paying  all 
expenses  from  eight  lectures,  amount  to  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars,  ($725,)  a  sum  that  pays  our  debts  and  places  as 
on  a  good  financial  basis,  C.  H.  W.  C." 

From,  Galveston,  Texas,  Mr.  A.  G.  McMahan,  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  writes,  M  We  mot  (twelve  in  number)  on  the 
3d  of  March,  to  organize  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Galveston,  and  have 
so  far  succeeded  as  .to  be  able  to  rebort  sixty  names  on  our  roll. 
We  have  a  good  field  for  work,  and^nuch  interest  has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  undertaking." 

At  Carlisle,  Pa.,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  lately  been  reorganized 
under  favorable  auspices.  They  begin  their  work  by  resuming 
cottage  prayer-meetings.  Mr.  J.  C.  Stock  has  been  chosen  presi- 
dent. 

At  Hanover,  Pa.,  interesting  meetings  are  being  held  by 
the  association.  At  one  school-house,  where  services  have  been 
sustained,  fourteen  conversions  took  place  within  two  weeks. 

At  Xew-S/tcffleld,  Beaver  Co.,  Pa.,  a  new  association  hac 
been  lately  organized,  W.  B.  Campbell  being  chosen  president. 
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News  of  Associations, 


A  Good  Beginning  in  darkaville,  Tenn.  The 
first  Anniversary.  We  receive  cheering  news  from  Clarks- 
ville, Tenn.  TUe  Y.  M.  C.  A.  held  their  first  anniversary  Sunday 
evening,  May  14th.  Brief  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
J.  B.  West,  B.  M.  Taylor,  S.  Ringgold,  J.  P.  McFerrin,  A.  D.  Sears, 
and  Hon.  C.  G.  Smith. 

The  interesting  story  of  the  association  is  told  in  the  excellent 
report  of  the  President,  Mr.  J.  W.  Faxon.  We  cite  a  few  extracts : 

"  Scarcely  a  year  has  passed  since  a  few  earnest  Christians  of  our 
city  met  together  and  resolved  to  organize  a  weekly  young  men's 
prayer-meeting. 

"  The  main  design  of  this  movement  was  to  secure  the  union  with 
them,  under  strong  moral  and  religious  influences,  of  all  young 
men  of  this  community,  both  in  and  out  of  the  church.  While 
their  efforts  met  with  poor  success  as  regards  numbers,  this  little 
band  of  faithful  men  persevered  in  their  good  work;  until  we  now 
have  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  darksville,  Tenn. 

"  In  its  inception  it  experienced  many  of  those  difficulties  usually 
surrounding  the  creation  of  a  new  era  for  society,  and  on  more 
than  one  occasion  a  complete  failure  was  predicted 

"  Yet  we  have  no  cause  for  discouragement.  A  room  has  been 
secured  and  neatly  fitted  up  as  a  library  and  readingroom,  which 
is  open  daily  from  nine  A.M.  to  ten  P.m.,  (Sunday  excepted,) 
and  where  seven  papers  kindly  furnished  gratuitously  by  the  pub- 
lishers, are  on  file  for  the  use  of  the  reading  public.  A  library, 
donated  by  a  few  outside  friends  and  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion, now  numbering  240  volumes,  among  which  are  some  rare  and 
valuable  works,  is  one  of  the  attractions  of  the  rooms.  Weekly 
meetings  are  held,  and  opened  and  closed  with  devotional  ex- 
ercises, at  which  such  questions  as  may  arise  for  the  good  of  the 
cause  are  discussed  and  properly  disposed  of.  The  membership 
has  been  steadily  increasing,  and  although  there  are  many  not  con- 
nected with  our  order,  whose  influence  would  greatly  add  to  our 
usefulness,  we  can  but  feel  that  the  association  is  a  success  beyond 
even  our  most  sanguine  expectations." 

The  report  closes  with  an  earnest  appeal  for  increased  support 
from  the  Christian  citizens  of  Clarksville. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Killebrew  of  Clarksville,  offers  to  be  one  of  fifteen 
gentlemen,  to  give  one  hundred  dollars  toward  getting  a  library 
for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  that  city. 

Annual  Meeting  in  Newark,  If.  J.   A  German 

T.  M.  C.  A.  At  the  regular  meeting  in  April  of  the  Newark 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  President,  Mr.  C.  C. 
Lathrop,  declining  reelection  to  the  office  which  he  has  filled  so 
honorably  and  usefully  the  past  three  years.  The  communication 
was  received  with  hearty  expressions  of  regret,  and  strong  testi 
mony  was  given  to  the  efficient  labors  of  Mr.  Lathrop  during  his 
term  of  office,  and  the  uniform  success  that  had  attended  these 
efforts.  At  the  sociable  of  the  association  on  April  10th,  the  esteem 
in  which  the  retiring  president  was  held  found  expression  in  the 
presentation  to  him  of  an  elegant  silver  pitcher,  goblets,  and  salver. 
The  growth  and  activity  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Newark  during  the 
past  three  years  glvo  cheering  evidence  of  the  earnest  enterprise 
of  Mr.  Lathrop. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  May  8th,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  Jacob  L.  Sutphen ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Dr.  J.  M.  Ward,  L.  V.  F.  Randolph,  Jonathan  Dickin- 
son, Orson  Wilson,  W.  B.  Wilkinson,  G.  H.  Andruss,  W.  D.  Cowan, 
Gaven  Spence ;  Secretaries,  E.  C.  Harris,  C.  T.  Miller ;  Treasurer, 
T.  M.  Cox. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  the  president  being  one,  to  raise 
$50,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  building, 

German  T.  M.  C.  A.  After  giving  the  above  interesting 
facts,  the  Newark  Young  Men's  Advocate  adds,  "  A  new  feature  of 
our  work,  which  gives  promise  of  great  good  and  should  meet  with 
every  encouragement  possible,  is  the  establishment  of  a  German 
'  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,'  cooperating  with  us.   A  large 


meeting  of  German  young  men,  encouraged  by  the  presence  of 
their  pastors,  assembled  at  our  rooms  on  the  evening  of  May  10th, 
when  earnest  addresses  were  made  by  several  German  ministers 
and  young  men,  and  at  the  close  a  large  number  signed  as  mem- 
bers. These  are  '  signs  of  the  times,'  which*  God  help  us  to  dis- 
cern, that  we  may  improve  the  opportunities  offered." 

Tlte  Second  Association  Building  in  New-Jersey. 
D.  C.  English,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  New-Bruns- 
wick, N.  J.,  writes, 

"  Our  association  is  in  pretty  good  working  condition.  Our  lec- 
tures last  year  netted  us  about  $640,  which,  by  our  rules,  goes  to 
the  replenishment  of  library,  which  is  becoming  quite  valuable. 
We  have  about  consummated  a  bargain  for  a  permanent  home  for 
our  association  next  door  to  oar  present  rooms,  lot  80  x  120,  with 
a  substantial  brick  house  on  it  24  x  80,  leaving  us  243  feet  front  to 
build  on  when  we  require  it.  Price,  $10,000.  We  have  on  hand 
and  promised  $5000,  and  have  not  yet  made  the  effort  to  raise  the 
balance.  We  want  to  go  in  September  1st  free  of  debt  if  possible. 
Our  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer-meetings  are  very  interesting  and 
well  attended.  We  expect  to  cooperate  with  our  city  mission  in 
holding  outfdoor  services  as  soon  as  warm  weather  fairly  sets  in. 
You  must  drop  in  and  see  us  some  time." 

We  are  also  Informed  that  at  Mont  Clair,  N.  J.,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  the  speedy  erection  of  a  commodious  building  by  the 
Y.  M.  0.  A.  of  that  place. 

Dedication  of  the  Association  Building  in  Au- 
rora, 111.  The  admirable  building  lately  completed  by  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Aurora,  at  a  cost  of  $9000,  was  dedicated  with  im- 
pressive ceremonies  on  the  evening  of  April  26th.  We  expect  in 
our  next  number  to  give  a  picture  of  this  edifice  with  a  full  de- 
scription of  the  interior.  The  building  is  three  stories  high,  and 
measures  24  by  80  feet.  The  lower  rooms  have  been  wisely  ap- 
propriated by  the  association  for  its  own  use  and  work.  The 
Woman's  Christian  Association  occupy  the  npper  story.  Oar 
members  in  Aurora  enter  their  new  building,  the  fruit,  by  God's 
blessing,  of  enterprising  activity  on  their  part,  with  very  encou- 
raging prospects.  Their  religious  work  in  its  various  departments 
has  been  greatly  blessed.  For  a  fuller  description  of  the  origin  of 
the  building-fund,  and  some  instructive  details  of  the  efforts  by 
which  this  good  work  has  been  achieved  in  Aurora,  we  refer  oar 
readers  to  the  next  number  of  the  Association  Monthly. 


WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATION& 

The  Women's  Cliristian  Association  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  was  organized  November  29th,  1870.  Fifteen  members 
were  secured  at  the  first  meeting,  and  at  present  date  we  number 
190.  There  are  several  life,  and  quite  a  number  of  sustaining 
members. 

"  It  was  resolved/  on  February  7th,  to  set  about  establishing  a 
Home  for  Friendless  Women.  The  following  week,  the  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose  rented  five  rooms  in  the  second  story 
of  a  house,  employed  a  person  to  take  temporary  charge,  and 
opened  the  home  February  21st.  During  the  day,  contributions 
of  beds,  bedding,  provisions,  and  other  necessary  articles  were 
sent  in  by  warm-hearted  friends,  to  enable  us  to  put  a  patient  in 
our  sick  ward  the  same  day.  On  the  next  day,  we  were  able  to 
receive  another  patient,  and  on  March  1st,  a  third.  March  4th, 
the  lower  story  of  the  house  being  vacated,  it  was  thought  advi- 
sable to  rent  the  whole  building.  The  clergymen  of  the  city  be- 
came interested,  and  the  churches  liberally  responded  to  calls  for 
aid,  some  of  the  larger  churches  furnishing  entire  rooms  in  the 
home.    An  efficient  house-keeper  was  procured. 

"  It  being  felt  that  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  home  should  not 
be  neglected,  Miss  Gleason,  an  earnest  Christian  worker,  was 
invited  to  assume  control  of  that  department  She  cheerfully  left 
a  home  of  luxury  and  refinement,  and  came  to  us,  asking  no 
reward,  but  the  consciousness  she  was  doing  what  she  could  un 
Christ's  work. 
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JTews  of  Associatio?. 

:'  Religious  services  are  held  at  the  home,  each  Sabbath  afternoon, 
the  several  clergymen  of  the  city  being  asked  to  conduct  them. 
Weekly  prayer-meetings  are  also  held.  Thirteen  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  home ;  of  these  there  are  now  six  remaining.  Four 
have  returned  to  their  friends,  and  three  have  found  situations  as 
servants.  One  of  our  home  family  has  been  baptized  and  received 
into  the  church.  The  association  is  out  of  debt,  and  has  nearly 
$300  in  the  treasury.  The  officers  are :  President,  Mrs.  A.  W. 
Barlow ;  First  and  Second  Vice-Presidents,  Mrs.  G.  E.  Poruejoy 
and  Mrs.  M.  N.  Buck  ;  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Perigo ;  Secretaries,  Mrs. 
B.  A.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  A.  P.  Miller." 


BRITISH   PROVINCES. 

Of  ttte  Association  Building  soon  to  be  erected  in  Chnr- 
lottetown,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  Mr.  William  Heard  writes, 
making  a  request  to  which  we  hope  some  of  our  readers  will 
respond: 

"  We  expect  to  begin  shortly  a  building  of  brick,  containing  a 
basement  and  first  story,  chiefly  for  the  gymnasium.  The  second 
story,  about  four  feet  off  the  ground,  is  to  be  occupied  by  two 
offices  in  front  and  a  large  reading-room,  about  89  x  18,  and  three 
other  rooms  for  prayer,  committee  meetings,  etc.  The  upper  story 
is  to  be  devoted  to  a  hall,  about  20  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling ;  stairs 
on  each  side  near  the  centre ;  seats  rising  to  the  rear  about  three, 
feet.  We  can  make  the  front  to  appear  as  three  stories  by  having 
small  windows  in  the  middle  tier,  or  as  two  stories  by  having  long 
windows  above.  The  front  measures  40  feet  wide,  entrance  in 
middle ;  length  of  building,  75  feet ;  roof  flat,  trussed,  sloping 
about  6  feet,  all  around.  Our  present  difficulty  is  to  get  a  good 
design  for  the  front — not  too  costly,  but  to  have  a  commanding 
appearance.  If  you  could  induce  any  friend  who  was, competent 
to  give  us  a  sketch,  it  would  be  of  service  and  be  thankfully 
received."  

ABROAD. 

OREAT    BRITAIN. 

A  Year  of  Growth  and  Activity  in  London.  Not- 
withstanding unpleasant  weather,  the  area  of  Exeter  Hall,  Lon- 
don, was  well  filled  the  evening  of  April  18th,  on  occasion  of  the 
twenty-sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury  presided.  Addresses  were  made  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Chambers,  W.  Arnot,  Newman  Hall,  and  S.  Cole- 
man.    The  chairman  made  the  closing  speech. 

Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  the  honored  Secretary  of  the  Associa- 
tion, reported  excellent  progress  in  the  work. 

During  the  year,  898  men  subscribed  and  attended  the  rooms, 
while  187  received  free  passes.  The  educational  classes  were  used 
by  385  young  men  ;  124  joined  the  missionary  staff,  making  in  all 
4254  who  have  been  thus  sent  out  by  the  association  since  its 
foundation  26  years  ago.  Three  left  the  Bible-class  to  enter  the 
ministry.  At  the  instance  of  the  society,  sermons  to  young  men 
liavo  been  preached  by  150  of  the  city  clergy.  Five  social  meet- 
ings have  attracted  an  aggregate  of  5000  people. 

In  the  City  of  London 

the  work  has  been  sustained  by  the  active  exertions  of  750  mem- 
bers ;  by  Bible-classes,  averaging  an  attendance  each  week  of  250 ; 
by  the  distribution  of  50,000  tracts ;  by  a  library,  reading-rooms, 
and  classes  for  almost  every  branch  of  secular  study.  The  receipts 
of  the  year  amount  to  £8500,  or  about  $17,500,  and  the  expenses 
to  £8584,  or  about  $17,900.  This  deficit  added  to  the  one  an- 
nounced last  year  (£654)  increases  the  debt  to  about  $3000,  and 
made  an  appeal  for  funds  necessary. 

There  are  9  affiliated  sections  or  societies  in  London  itself  and 
194  associations  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  patterned  after  the 
parent  Y.  M.  C  A.  in  London. 

In  Australia,  at  Oeelong,  Victoria,  an  effort  was  made 
last  winter  to  organize  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.    Mr. 


J.  T.  Cox,  of  that  city,  writes  for  information  concerning  the  work, 
and  there  seems  to  be  good  promise  of  a  successful  organization  in 
that  distant  land.  . 


GERMANY. 
Hie  Prussian  Y.  M.  C.  A.  during  the  War.  From 
accounts  in  the  Jiingtliiigs-Bote,  July  to  December,  1870,  it  would 
seem  tliat,  as  during  our  late  civil  war,  the  activities  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  were  affected  and  changed,  so,  during  the  late  German  French 
war,  the  usual  course  of  business  and  work  in  the  different  Vereins 
of  the  RhenishWestphalisch  Jttngslings-Bund  was  very  much 
interrupted.  Indeed,  the  great  war  created  a  temporary  revolution 
among  them.  They  were  not,  however,  broken  up,  but  only  turned 
their  activities  into  other  channels.  A  wide  field  of  usefulness 
opened  before  them  on  the  battle-field  and  in  the  hospitals,  and 
they  entered  this  field  with  a  zeal  and  e'fficiency  which  betokened 
that  their  hearts  were  in  the  work.  The  most  noteworthy  part  of 
their  activity  consisted  in  sending  a  large  number  of  "  field-dea- 
cons" to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  The  candidates  for 
this  work  volunteered  iheir  services,  and  were  not  accepted  unless 
they  could  bring  testimonials  of  good  character.  Before  being 
sent,  they  were  instructed  in  the  duties  which  would  devolve  upon 
them  in  this  responsible  work.  Then  they  were  put  into  hospitals 
to  try  their  skill,  and  after  that  were  sent  to  the  front. 

Tlie  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  their  Journal  in  South-Ger- 
many. We  have  received  the  first  seven  numbers  of  the  present 
year  of  the  Junglinge-Bote,  issued  at  Stuttgart  by  the  Committee 
of  the  "  South-German  Evangelical  Young  Men's  League."  The 
Bote  is  a  neat  octavo  sheet  of  eight  pages,  appearing  on  the  first 
and  15th  of  each  month,  at  the  low  price  of  about  40  cents  a  year. 
It  is  quite  modest  in  appearance,  but  pervaded  by  an  earnest 
Christian  spirit.  It  has  articles  in  poetry  and  prose,  and  short 
letters  from  correspondents,  especially  from  the  army,  which  are 
all  religious  in  tone  and  eminently  calculated  to  foster  a  spirit  of 
practical  piety.  The  number  for  the  first  of  April  gives  an  account 
of  52  associations  or  Vereine,  which  form  the  General  League. 
Wttrtemberg  has  40  of  these ;  Prussia,  2 ;  Baden,  7  ;  and  Alsace,  3. 

The  Tobacco  Question  in  the  German  Y.  31.  C.  A. 
The  use  of  tobacco  is  more  general  among  our  members  in  Ger- 
many than  in  this  country.  Smoking  in  the  rooms  of  the  Vereius 
is  not  at  all  uncommon.  Yet,  in  the  Jiinglingx-Bote,  above  referred 
to,  one  of  the  Vereins  of  the  South-German  League  sends  to  the 
editor  the  question:  "Ought  Christian  young  men  not  to  deny 
themselves  the  pleasure  of  smoking  on  the  evenings  of  their 
meeting  together?"  The  editor  in  substance  replies,  that  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  both  becoming  and  desirable  for  Christian  young 
men  to  practice  this  form  of  self-denial ;  but  if  the  evening  hour  at 
the  association  is  the  only  leisure  time  the  young  man  has  from 
his  work,  he  ought  not  to  be  denied  his  pipe  or  cigar  as  a  means 
of  recreation. 


FRANCE 
Tlie  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Montauban,  France,  has  lately 
become  active,  in  securing  aid  for  the  suffering  orphans  of  Pro- 
testants left  in  destitution  and  misery  by  the  casualties  of  the  late 
war.  They  have  formed  a  special  society  for  this  purpose,  called 
Soeieti  Cooperative  de  Sect/lire  avx  Orpkelin*  de  laDefente  National*. 
A  circular  has  been  sent  us,  signed  by  a  competent  committee,  re- 
presenting not  only  our  mem  bore  in  Montauban,  but  the  Christian 
young  men  of  Bordeaux,  Nantes,  Marseilles,  Pan,  Toulouse,  and 
other  cities.  Aid  is  asked  not  only  from  suffering  and  impover- 
ished France,  but  from  the  brethren  in  England  and  this  country. 
It  is  gratefully  recorded  that  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  French 
fair  held  in  New-York  was  set  aside  for  the  purposes  of  this  excel- 
lent charity.  All  disposed  to  help  in  the  good  work  should  address 
at  Montauban  the  President  of  the  Conteil  de  Patronage,  or  Gustave 
Garrison,  or  the  Secretary,  Paul  Hughes,  who  is  also  President  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  or  Association,  in  Montauban. 
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€bangtltral  ^Iliarar. 

HELPING  THE  PERSECUTED. 
In  their  last  annual  report,  the  American  Evangelical  Alliance 
announce  the  following  effort  in  behalf  of  religious  liberty  : 

"  There  is  still  another  country  in  Christendom  where  the  prin- 
ciple of  Christian  liberty  is  but  partia'ly  recognized.  We  mean 
the  vast  empire  of  Russia.  For  a  number  of  years  past,  the  Lu- 
therans in  the  Baltic  provinces  (which  formerly  belonged  to  Swe- 
den) have  been  persecuted  by  the  officials  of  the  orthodox  Greek 
Church — which  Is  the  established  church  of  Russia — to  such  an 
extent  as  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  their  brethren  in  other  coun- 
tries, and  to  occasion  an  appeal  to  the  Evangelical  Alliance  for  its 
aid.  The  different  branches  of  this  organization,  which  have,  by 
their  united  moral  power,  so  effectively  promoted  the  cause  of  re- 
ligious liberty  in  Spain,  Italy,  Sweden,  and  other  countries,  have 
vigorously  taken  up  the  case,  and  resolved  to  send  a  deputation  to 
St.  Petersburg  in  behalf  of  the  persecuted  Letts  and  Esthonians, 
and  in  behalf  of  religions  liberty  generally.  The  American  Alli- 
ance has  appointed  some  of  our  most  eminent  Christian  citizens, 
of  various  denominations,  as  their  delegation  ;  they  have  gener- 
ously accepted  the  delicate  and  responsible  task,  and  will  proceed 
to  Russia  as  soon  as  their  arrangements  can  be  matured.  We 
have  been  requested  by  the  Foreign  Alliances  to  take  the  lead  in 
tliia  movement,  as  it  is  confidently  expected  that,  owing  to  the 
peaceful  relations  subsisting  between  the  government  and  people 
of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Russia,  an  American  delegation 
is  more  likely  to  secure  the  desired  end  than  any  other." 

The  deputation  is  not  to  be  confined  to  members  of  the  American 
Alliance,  but  will  consist  of  fifty-five  eminent  Christian  men,  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  We  learn  that  the  following  gentlemen 
are  among  the  number  appointed  by  the  American  branch  of  the 
Alliance  :  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  LL.D.,  Rev.  William  Adams, 
D.D.,  LL.D.,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Mcllvaine,  Rev.  Bishop  Simpson, 
Hon.  Cyrus  W.  Field,  Nathan  Bishop,  LL.D.,  Hon.  William  E. 
Dodge,  Hon.  Peter  Parker,  and  Norman  White,  Esq.,  the  most  of 
whom,  we  believe,  intend  to  go  on  in  this  errand  of  love  and  good- 
will. 

Tiie  Evangelical  Alliance  in  Britain,  in  Germany,  in  Switzer- 
land, and  other  countries,  has  appointed  similar  embassies,  who 
will  coOperate  in  the  mission,  and  thus  combine  -and  present  the 
united  sentiment  of  Christendom  on  the  great  subject. 


^mtiicmt  $ibk  Sotitijr. 

Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the.  American  Bible 
Society. — The  fifty-fifth  anniversary  of  this  society  was  held  in 
Association  Hall,  New- York,  May  11th.  The  annual  report  states 
that  the  receipts  for  the  year  were  $720,464.70 ;  including  f  408,- 
888.72  for  Bibles  and  Testaments,  $39,416.34  from  the  building 
fund,  $101,078.82  from  legacies,  $169,650.83  from  donations,  and 
$10,430.99  from  sundry  items.  The  payments  have  been  $651,135.- 
81.  The  sum  necessary  to  meet  the  outstanding  engagements  of 
the  society  is  estimated  at  $70,000.  Volumes  printed  at  the  Bible 
House,  1,031,800 ;  printed  and  purchased  abroad,  164,997 ;  total, 
1,196,797  volumes.  Volumes  issued,  1,107,727,  including  938,548 
from  the  Bible  House,  and  169,179  abroad ;  the  latter  representing 
some  58  different  languages  and  dialects.  Entire  number  of  vol- 
umes issued  during  55  years,  27,680,098.  The  gratuitous  work  for 
the  year  amounted  in  value  to  $234,85258.  Of  this  sum,  $60,446.- 
98  were  expended  for  the  foreign  field.  In  the  distribution  or  re- 
supply  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  United  States,  begun  five  years 
ago,  the  following  are  the  figures  of  the  year  past : 

Number  of  families  visited. 644,476 

Number  of  tallies  (bund  destitute  of  the  Bible 1%9m 

Destitute  nunlhes  supplied...., 88\E58 

Destitute  lndlrkhuls  supplied  in  addition S6,«OT 

•oUUns,  sauon,  stc.,  lUppUtd...., ».»,. »„.,., 44.M9 


Freedmen  supplied  (as  fir  as  reported  separately) 6,080 

Sabbath  and* other  schools  supplied lfiltl 

The  summary  of  work  done  during  the  past  five  years,  since  the 
re-supply  was  begun,  is  as  follows : 

Number  of  families  visited z,M0,llt 

Number  of  families  found  destitute  of  the  Bible. KS.186 

Destitute  families  supplied 1*3,807 

Destitute  Individuals  also  supplied 91,811 

Soldiers,  sailors,  etc.,  supplied r»,«7 

Sabbath  and  other  schools  supplied SVStI 

The  disproportion  between  the  number  of  destitute  families  and 
the  number  supplied  is  due  largely  to  the  fact  that  Romanists  so 
generally  refuse  the  Scriptures. 

To  the  distribution  effected  directly  by  the  society  and  its  auxi- 
liaries must  be  added  the  thousands  of  volumes  circulated  through 
other  benevolent  institutions  to  which  grants  of  books  have  been 
made.  ~^— 

J^mttiom  (trad  Sorirfg. 

Annual  Report  of  tfie  American  Tract  Society. 
Xew  Books  and  Papers.— The  Forty-sixth  Anniversary  of 
the  American  Tract  Society  in  New- York  was  held  in  the  hall  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Building,  May  10th.  The  report  states  that  the 
new  publications  of  the  year  were :  Dr.  Hanna's  admirable  Life  of 
Christ ;  Dr.  Plumer's  Sermons  for  the  People ;  The  New  Life ; 
three  books  for  Young  Ladies ;  Poems  of  Home  Life ;  three 
Temperance  Tales ;  two  volumes  for  Young  Ministers ;  four  on 
Sins  of  the  Day ;  and  a  dozen  beautiful  books  of  Engravings  and 
Life  Illustrated  books.  In  German,  seven  fine  volumes  have  been 
issued.  In  Portuguese,  Seymour's  Evenings  with  the  Roman- 
ists. In  Armenian,  Goodell's  Sermons.  Besides  many  other 
volumes,  tracts,  and  illustrated  cards  in  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Ar. 
menian,  Ponap6,  Creek,  Hawaiian,  and  Mpongwe.  The  whole 
number  of  new  publications  issued  from  the  Tract  House  during 
the  year  was  235,  of  which  40  were  volumes. 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  issuing  of 
three  new  periodicals.  (1.)  The  Morning  Light,  a  small  monthly  il- 
lustrated paper,  in  large  type,  with  short  and  easy  articles,  is  in- 
tended for  infant  classes,  mission-schools,  freedmen,  and  all  begin- 
ners in  the  art  of  reading.  It  commenced  January,  1871,  is  of  the 
same  price  as  the  Child »  Paper,  and  is  gaining  a  large  circulation. 

{2.)  The  Deuttclter  VoUafreund,  or  German  People's  Friend,  also 
commenced  January,  1871,  and  is  issued  weekly  at  $2  a  year ;  a 
handsome  eight-page  paper,  very  much  needed,  and  very  ably 
edited. 

(3.)  The  Illustrated  Clirietian  Weekly  commenced  its  issues  April 
15th,  1871,  at  $2  per  year.  Rev.  Lyman  Abbott,  D.D.,  ably  edits 
the  paper,  assisted  by  Rev.  S.  E.  Warner.  Many  intelligent  and 
liberal  friends  have  subscribed  to  a  fund  to  carry  it  forward  until 
self-sustaining,  without  encroaching  on  the  society's  other  funds. 

The  value  of  the  publications  granted  during  the  year  by  the 
committee,  largely  to  those  desiring  them  for  personal  distribu- 
tion, including  annuities,  was  $50,482.66,  or  nearly  a  thousand 
dollars  a  week. 

Receipts  for  the  gear,  in  donations  and  legacies,  $121,487.15; 
sales,  £370,116.47 ;  making,  with  balance  in  the  treasury,  $499,- 
182.50.  Expended  in  manufacturing  books  and  tracts,  $337,- 
028.30 ;  manufacturing  and  issuing  periodicals,  $79,046.70 ;  col- 
porteurs, agencies,  and  depositories,  $113,787.84;  district  secreta- 
ries, $12,133.93;  appropriations  for  foreign  and  pagan  lands, 
$6000 ;  all  other  expenses,  as  by  the  treasurer's  report,  $43,791 ; 
total,  $491,787.83 ;  balance  in  the  treasury,  $394.67. 

During  the  year,  287  colporteur*,  including  54  students  from  33 
colleges  and  theological  seminaries,  were  engaged  in  thirty -three 
States  of  the  Union  and  in  adjoining  British  provinces.  They  held 
or  addressed  10,000  religious  meetings ;  made  278,448  family  visits ; 
conversed  on  personal  religion  or  prayed  with  194,809  families; 
found  41,692  Protestant  families  who  habitually  neglected  attending 
evangelical  preacliing ;  12,000  families  of  Roman  Catholics ;  24,000 
families  destitute  of  all  religious  books  except  the  Bible,  and  ISr 
295  Protestant  fiunilies  without  the  word  of  God.    ■ 
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LITERARY  NOTES. 


Another  Volume  of  Lange's  Commebtaby  has  just  been 
issued  by  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Scribner  &  Co.,  of  this  city.  It 
comprises  the  books  of  Jeremiah  and  Lamentations,  expounded  in 
the  original  German  of  this  commentary  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Edward 
Naegelsbacb,  pastor  in  Bayreuth,  Bavaria.  The  former  book  is 
translated  and  edited  by  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Asbury,  Rector  of  Trinity 
Episcopal  church,  Moorestown,  N.  J.  The  American  editor  of 
Lamentations  is  Dr.  W.  H.  Hornblower,  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
of  Paterson,  N.  J.  As  in  the  previous  admirable  volumes  of  this 
commentary,  a  high  standard  of  critical  and  comprehensive  scho- 
larship is  maintained.  Christian  students,  ministers,  and  laymen 
may  look  with  confidence  in  the  completion  of  this  extraordinary 
work  for  the  ripest  fruit  of  the  labors  of  German  and  American 
scholars  in  the  exposition  of  the  word  of  God. 

Papers  for  Home  Reading.  By  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.  Pub- 
lished by  Dodd  &  Mead,  New- York.  This  volume  of  instructive 
and  pleasant  reading  is  made  up  of  a  selection  from  articles  pre- 
pared some  ten  years  ago  by  the  author,  in  Ireland,  for  a  moral  and 
religions  magazine,  of  which  he  was  the  founder,  and  at  that  time 
the  editor.  The  simple  and  quiet  title  of  the  book  tells  where  it 
will  be  most  heartily  welcomed.  The  style,  as  we  would  expect, 
is  simple,  clear,  and  racy.  Several  admirably  told  stories  light  up 
the  collection.  "  How  She  kept  the  Fifth  Commandment"  will  be 
a  favorite  with  all.  The  volume  will  be  a  pleasant  companion  to 
take  away  with  you  this  summer  to  your  country  home. 

The  Chinese  Recorder  and  Missionart  Journal  is  a 
monthly  magazine  published  in  the  English  tongue  at  Foochow, 
China.  It  is  "  devoted  to  the  extension  of  knowledge  relating  to 
the  science,  literature,  civilization,  history,  and  religions  of  China 
and  adjacent  countries."  Rev.  Justus  Doolittle  is  the  editor.  The 
March  number  contains  a  long  article  on  the  study  and  value  of 
Chinese  botanical  works,  an  interesting  account  of  a  visit  to  Yuan- 
Foo  monastery,  and  treats  of  other  instructive  topics.  The  first- 
named  article  is  illustrated  by  eight  pages  of  wood-cuts. 

Poems  of  Home'  Life.  The  aim  of  the  collector  of  this  small, 
choice  volume  Is  to  "  group  together  some  of  the  sweet,  pure  po- 
ems of  our  language,  which  give  expression  to  the  varied  experi- 
ences of  daily  life  as  it  flows  through  the  channels  of  family  and 
home  affection,  from  prattling  infancy  to  reverend  age."  This 
purpose  has  been  well  carried  out,  and  the  American  Tract  Society 
(150  Nassau  St.,  and  Y.  M.  C.'A.  building,  New- York,)  have  issued 
the  volume  in  a  neat  and  tasteful  form. 

The  Fight  At  Dame  Ecropa'b  School  is  an  admirable  satiri- 
cal pamphlet  treating  of  the  late  German-French  war.  It  has 
had  an  extraordinary  circulation,  and  has  been  issued  in  a  very 
neat  form,  containing  thirty-three  capital  illustrations  from  the 
pencil  of  Thomas  Nast,  by  Francis  B.  Felt  &  Co.,  of  this  city. 

The  Mat  Number  of  the  Dark  Blue  contains,  among  other 
interesting  articles,  some  recollections  of  American  Universities, 
by  Thomas  Hughes,  M.P.  This  English  magazine,  which  claims 
to  be  especially  sustained  by  graduates  of  Oxford  University,  is 
for  sale  (50  cents  a  copy,  or  $6  for  the  year)  by  George  B.  Roys, 
823  Broadway,  New- York. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Authors.  PuilWurt.  Price. 

American  Cardinal.    A  Novel.    (Dodd  *  Mead.) $1  60 

Fight  at  Dame  Bnropa's  School 

Ociujet,  Mrs.  E.  S.    Edith  Somen.    (Amer.  Tract  Boc,  N.  Y.) 80 

Ball,  John,  D.D.    Papers  for  Home  Reading.    (Dodd  *  Head.) 1  75 

Lahsb,  J.  P.  Comment,  on  Jeremiah  and  Lamentations.  (Scribner  &  Co.)  5  00 
McCoen,  Prcs.  Jamks.  Christianity  and  Positivism.  (Carter  &  Bros.). .  175 
Shkdd,  W.  O.  T.,  D.D.  Sermons  to  the  Natural  Man.  (Scribner  &  Co.)  9  50 
WoouniT,  Pru.  T.  D.  ReliK-  of  Present  and  Future.  (Scribner  &  Co.).  9  00 
Yewoa,  (Miss CM.)   BMtaamfti  ATsk   (D.  Anplatta  *  CO 100 


THE  MONTH. 


Tlte  Treaty  of  Washington  so  successfully  framed  by 
the  late  Joint  High  Commission.  The  new  treaty  of  Washington 
was  ratified  by  the  Senate,  on  the  24th  of  May,  by  a  vote  of  fifty 
to  twelve.  Five  amendments  were  offered,  but  all  rejected.  The 
Senate  adjourned  on  Saturday  tine  die;  and  the  British  members 
of  the  Commission,  together  with  General  Schenck,  U.  S.  Minister, 
had  at  that  time  already  sailed  for  Liverpool.  It  is  expected  that 
the  British  Cabinet  will  ratify  the  treaty  without  much  delay.  At 
Washington  it  is  reported  that  Secretary  Fish  will  be  the  arbitrator 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  settle  the  Alabama  and  other 
claims  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  according  to  the  arrangement  pro- 
vided for  in  the  treaty.  The  Nation  utters  the  following  eulo 
gium  upon  this  wonderful  triumph :  "  It  is  the  most  solid  victory 
which  the  great  cause  of  peace  has  ever  won.  Of  all  the  splendid 
contributions  made  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  toward  the  art  of 
government ;  of  all  the  things  it  has  done  to  '  make  reason  and  the 
kingdom  of  God  prevail,'  we  do  not  know  one— extravagant  as  it 
may  sound — which  will,  as  it  seems  to  us,  hereafter  take  a  higher 
rank.  Since  this  great  contention  has  been  settled  round  a  table 
by  a  party  of  jurists,  it  is  hard  to  see  in  what  way  a  true  cam*  belli 
can  ever  again  arise  between  the  only  two  nations  which  have  thus 
far  succeeded  in  saving  liberty  without  imperiling  order." 

Terribly  Destructive  Forest  Fires  have  been  raging  in 
Orange,  Sullivan,  and  Ulster  counties,  New- York;  in  Sussex 
County,  New-Jersey ;  and  in  Pike,  Wayne,  Monroe,  and  Carbon 
counties,  Pennsylvania.  Owing  to  the  dryness  from  drought,  it  is 
next  to  impossible  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  flames.  The  farmers 
in  many  places  have  been  compelled  to  "fight  fire"  for  weeks. 
Some  lives  are  reported  to  have  been  lost.  The  woods  in  the  Otta- 
wa district,  Canada,  are  also  in  flames.  These  fires,  although  wide- 
ly separate,  appear  to  rage  simultaneously.  The  loss  in  the  whole 
territory  can  not  fall  below  $800,000.  • 


The  Late  Coal'Strilce  Cost  Laborers  $18,000,000, 

and  we  know  not  how  many  millions  were  lost  to  capitalists.  The 
Erie  Railroad  Directors  put  down  the  loss  to  their  road  alone  at 
$1,500,000,  and  the  Erie  was  by  no  means  the  largest  carrier. 
Every  road  carrying  coal  has  lost  from  a  million  and  more  down  to 

tens  of  thousands.  

Connecticut  Divorces.— Governor  Jewell,  in  his  inaugural 
message  to  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  says,  "  Our  divorce  laws, 
unless  changed,  bid  fair  to  bring  us  into  disrepute.  They  are  no- 
toriously loose — more  so  than  in  any  other  State  except  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  In  the  year  1870,  there  were  in  this  State  406  divorces 
and  4871  marriages — a  ratio  of  about  one  to  twelve,  which  has 
been  about  the  proportion  for  several  years.  In  Vermont,  the  ratio 
is  one  to  twenty-one ;  in  Ohio,  one  to  twenty-seven ;  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  to  forty-four."  

The  Sibley  Building,  at  Cornell  University,  the  gift  of 
Honorable  Hiram  Sibley,  one  of  the  trustees,  to  the  College  of  Me- 
chanic Arts  and  Civil  Engineering,  will  be  formally  opened  by 
Governor  Hoffman  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  ten  a.m.,  June  21st. 


Only  176  of  tf*4  336  Towns  in  Massachusetts  voted  at 
the  late  special  election  whether  malt  liquors  shall  be  sold  therein. 
Of  these,  159  towns  voted  "  No,"  and  17  voted  "  Yea." 


Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  are 
making  an  effort  to  raise  by  subscription  an  endowment  fund  of  at 
least  $50,000,  so  as  to  open  the  college  doors  free  to  any  student 
from  the  county. 

A  Wonderful  Improvement  in  the  art  of  printing  in 
colors  has  been  invented,  and  is  now  in  successful  operation,  by 
which  a  page  of  any  size  may  bo  printed  in  as  many  different  colors 
as  may  be  desired)  by  a  single  impression. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


& 


*t> 


140 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[JuNE, 


ABBOAD. 


Paris  Freed  from  its  Worst  Enemies.— The  Frencli 
government  have  at  last  succeaded  in  rescuing  Paria  from  tlie 
dominion  of  those  who  seemed  determined,  ere  they  loosened  their 
hold,  to  utterly  destroy  the  city.  In  the  desperation  caused  by  final 
defeat,  they  began  to  use  the  torch  with  fiendish  energy.  It  is 
difficult  to  learn  the  full  extent  of  the  devastation  they  occasioned, 
but  the  following  buildings  are  known  to  have  been  burned : 
the  Palace  of  the  Tuileries,  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  the  Prefec- 
ture of  Police,  the  Court  of  Accounts,  the  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  the  Barracks  on  the  Quai  d'Orsay,  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and 
the  Mont  de  Piete.  The  Louvre  was  saved,  with  most  of  its  costly 
works.  They  sought  to  destroy  the  entire  city ;  oven  women  were 
caught  in  the  act  of  throwing  petroleum  on  houses.  Destructive 
fires  raged  all  over  the  city.  One  of  the 
most  atrocious  acts  of.  these  indescribable 
beings  was  the  slaughter  of  a  large  number 
of  hostages,  including  the  Archbishop  of  Pa- 
ris, Abbe  Dugueny,  the.  banker  Jecker,  and 
seventy  priests.   • 

Naturally  their  acts  made  the  victors  im- 
placable. Communists  were  killed  without 
quarter.  Their  dead  bodies  are  seen  every- 
where. The  slaughter  is  fearful,  including 
women  and  even  children.  Most  of  the 
leaders  have  been  shot: 


M.  Favre,  in  a  dispatch  to  the  representatives  of  France  in 
foreign  countries,  says  the  acts  of  the  insurgents  are  of  a  criminal 
and  not  of  a  political  nature.  He  therefore  desires  them  to  request 
the  neighboring  nations  to  extradite  those  who  may  enter  their 
territory. 
The  Nation  makes  this  significant  and  searching  comment: 
"  On  the  whole,  the  reign  of  the  Commune-must  be  pronounced 
the  most  extraordinary  episode  of  modern  times,  and  strikingly  il- 
lustrates the  truth  of  the  observation  that  the  barbarians  whose 
ravages  the  modern  world  has  to  dread,  live  not  in  forests,  bat  in 
the  heart  of  our  large  cities." 


J>pertal  $otu*$. 


COLGATE   &   CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 
as  the 

STANDARU 
oy  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dsslers  In 

PERFUMERY 

AMD 

TOIDBT   ARTICLES. 


jjprcial  girtice*. 


engrX^ing 

ESTABLISHMENT, 


Thk  Protest  of  tre  German  Theologian,  Dolmhgeb, 
against  papal  dogma,  seems  likely  to  prove  au  event  of  oversha- 
dowing importance.  Forty-three  of  his  brother  professors  in  the 
University  at  Munich,  a  famous  Romania 
school  of  theology,  stand  by  him.  The  King 
of  Bavaria,  and  the  professors  at  the  Soman 
University  in  Borne,  support  the  protesting 
theologian.  The  Uni  versity  of  Marburg  bat 
conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws. 


No.  4®   Beekman   Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


/A 


THE   ATLANTIC    WHITE  LEAD 

AND 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Mannfactorcrs  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED   LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red   Lead   etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEET)    OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLO-ATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

S87  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 


STEAJtTO  AND  FROM  GLASGOW, 
*>     ^3         CALLING  AT 
*  WOT ILLK,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINK. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
ERS, 
America,  Caledonia,      India, 

Aug-lla.  Columbia,       Iowa, 

Australia,       Europa,  Iamalla, 

Britannia  Scandanavla 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  SO,  North  Hirer,  at  It  o'elock.  Noon. 

Kates  of.Paesatre  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low  a> 
by  any  otlier  Flrst-ClMj.LIne. 

Pussenjfers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Station  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg.  Harre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  RottcnUni,  Ac. 
Excursion  Tiok.aU  Good  for  12  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  snared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  end 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Issued  Co  parties  wishing  to  send 
Tor  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

For  further  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
offlce.  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDEESON  BROTHERS. 
New  Yobs:,  Jannary,  1871. 


A  VALUABLE    INVENTION  ! 
I^IQTJITJ 

COMPOSITION    BRONZE. 

For  Rronzlna;  and  eliding 
Heaterx,  Chandeliers,  Pipes,  8afes,  dee., 

In  Largs:  or  Shall  Quantities. 


The  Emperor  Alexander  op  Hcssu 
is  expected  to  arrive  in  Berlin  on  the  Jhh  of 
June,  and  will  witness  the  triumphal  enirr 
of  the  German  troops,  which  is  appointed  for 
the  16th  of  June. 


Jtyttinl  lotto*. 


T.   G.    8ELLEVV, 

DESKS, 

Office  and 

FURNITURE, 

No.  103  FvOkon  Street> 

NEW-YORK. 


Baiks  «■■  0«rfis  Fitted  r». 


*     BRIDAL    PRESENTS. 

o  loo  res,  3-^ 
OPERA  GLASSES, 
Rich  Vienna  Leather  Bags, 

Ai  deles  packed,  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  ton  rains' 

States. 


Is  easily  and  qnickly  applied  on  new  or  old  articles 
In  all  f  ■     ■  -      ■     "    ■ 

JNTY     

B.    F.    KEMP, 


I  shades  and  colors  at  a  moderate  expense. 
COUNTY    RIGHTS    FOR    BALE. 


INVENTOR'S  EXCHANGE, 
•OO **6    Broadway,   N.T. 


USE 
JOHN    DWICHT   *   CO.'s 

BEST    SALEBATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  other*  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Par- 
poses.    Established  1848. 

11  Old  Slip.  Now- York. 


SCHUYLER,  HARTLEY  *  GRAHAM, 
»  John  Street  and  19  Maiden 


Astirr  Life  Insurance  Company. 

80S  BBOADWAY, 

Cor.  ttth  St.,  IWW-YOMK. 

LKMFKL  BANGS,  President 
GEOROE  ELLIOTT,  Vlce-PrcaH  and  Secretary. 
K.  HcCLINTOCK,  Acinar)-. 
A  E.  M.  PUBDY,  Kxamlnar. 
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The  building  repre- 
sented in  the  above  en- 
graving is  the  Home  of 
the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Au- 
rora, Illinois,  built  and 
owned  by  them,  and 
has  an  interesting  his- 
tory, suggesting  what 
may  and  .  should  be 
done  in  many  other 
places. 

Aurora  is  a  flourish- 
ing and  beautiful  city 
of  some  14,000  inhabi- 
tants, situated  on  both 
sides  of  the  Fox  River, 
and  nearly  forty  miles 
south  and  west  from 
Chicago,  on  the  Chi- 
cago, Burlington,  and 
Quincy  Railroad.  It 
has  numerous  railroad 
connections,  and  exten- 
s  i  v  e  car-works  and 
Other  manufacturing  in- 
terests,  employing 
usually  from  1200  to 
2000  hands.  It  is  also 
in  the  midst  of  vast  and 
very  fertile  agricultural 
districts,  which  are  not 
all  well  supplied  with 
the  means  of  religious 
and  moral  culture,  as 
is  shown  by  the  number 
of  country  patrons  of 
the  many  drinking-sa- 
loons  in  the  city.  In- 
deed, the  liquor-deal- 
ers keep  open  nearly  a 


THE  NEW  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  IN  AURORA,  ILL. 
Dedicated  April  25  and  26,  1871. 


carry  forward  evangeli- 
cal works  in  the  city 
and  vicinity,  and  by 
these  and  other  means 
the  way  was  prepared 
for  the  organization  and 
establishment  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian ' 
Association  as  a  char- 
tered institution  in  its 
present  form.  Though 
unsuccessful  attempts 
had  been  previously 
made,  a  complete  or- 
ganization was  not  ef- 
fected until  April,  1869. 
This  received  some  en- 
couragement by  the 
attendance  upon  the 
•  open-air  meetings,  and 
still  more  by  a  very 
successful  Layman's 
Institute,  held  Decem- 
ber 6th  to  10th  of  that 
year,  under  the  direction 
of  the  several  pastors, 
assisted  by  Mr.  E.  A. 
Burnell,  who  had  just 
then  made  Aurora  his 
place  of  residence.  In 
connection  with  this  in- 
stitute, it  was  decided 
to  try  and  establish  a 
daily  union  prayer- 
meeting  in  rooms  to  be 
hired  for  that  purpose ; 
but  Mr.  William  Law- 
rence, a  wealthy  Aurora 
merchant,  said,  "  I  will 
give  $25  toward  the 
rent,  but  would  rather 


hundred  such   places,  at  an  expense   annually  for   licenses  of 
about  $7000. 

The  leading  evangelical  denominations  are  well  represented  in 
the  city  by  organized  and  cooperative  churches,  whose  pastors 
meet  once  a  week  for  consultation  and  prayer,  and  have  several 
times  engaged  in  union  efforts  with  harmony  and  profit.  Also 
several  prominent  members  of  different  churches  have  united  to 


pay  $100  to  build."  And  J.  G.  Stolp,  Esq.,  another  wealthy 
citizen,  but  not  a  church  member,  who  owns  much  of  the 
beautiful  "Island,"  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  on  which  the 
court-house  stands,  said  he  would  give  the  association  a  lot 
near  the  city  hall  and  on  the  main  street,  if  they  would  erect 
thereon  a  good  building.  Other  citizens,  animated  by  their  ex- 
ample,  subscribed  liberally  and  promptly  until  the  proposed 
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sum  was  nearly  raised  to  paj  for  the  erection  of  the  building. 
Architects  and  builders  were  Tery  considerate  of  the  Christian 
and  philanthropic  nature  of  the  cause  in  their  prices  and  the  tho- 
roughness of  their  work ;  Mr.  Charles  Geddis,  of  San  Francisco, 
generously  donating  the  plans.  The  C,  B.  and  Q.  R.  R.  Com- 
pany donated  $1000  to  furnish  the  library  with  interesting  and 
useful  books,  and  the  ladies  of  the  place  united  in  a  most  admi- 
rably managed  and  successful  festival  for  furnishing  the  build- 
ing ;  also,  several  friends  of  the  association  contributed  by  gift 
or  for  use  valuable  engravings  and  paintings,  an  elegant  eight- 
day  clock,  etc. ;  until  the  edifice,  in  its  fine  sightly  position  near- 
ly opposite  the  post-office  and  city  hall,  stood  completed  and  beau- 
tiful without  and  within,  and  extremely  well  suited  to  be  the  per- 
manent home  of  such  a  band  of  brotherhood  for  work  and  prayer. 
The  building  is  made  of  stone  and  brick ;  the  front,  of  hewn 
stone,  is  24  by  80  feet ;  three  stories  high,  and  cost  a  little  over 
$9000.  The  basement  is  ten  feet  high,  containing  one  large  room 
fifty  feet  in  length,  to  be  fitted  up  for  gymnasium  or  evening- 
school  purposes ;  and  another,  thirty  feet,  for  a  barber-shop  and 
bath-rooms.  The  front  room,  main  floor,  40  feet  long  by  20  wide, 
and  16  feet  high,  is  for  a  free  library  and  reading-room  ;  is  well 
lighted  by  large  front  windows  of  cut-glass  and  by  a  sky-light 
ventilating  shaft  over  the  rear,  8  feet  by  12,  and  so  constructed 
as  to  furnish  interior  windows  for  the  upper  rooms.  The  assem- 
bly and  prayer-room  is  back  of  the  library,  and  connected  with 
it  by  largo  folding-doors.  This  room  is  24  by  40, 16  feet  high,  car- 
peted, and  furnished  with  pulpit,  platform,  and  chairs  for  the  au- 
dience, and  when  necessary  can  be  enlarged  by  ttie  reading-room 
to  near  the  size  of  the  whole  building.  The  upper  story  has  a 
large  room,  with  bay-windows  commanding  the  panoramic  view 
of  the  Fox  River  valley  southward ;  and  two  smaller  rooms,  to  be 
used  as  offices ;  also  a  hall,  which  the  ladies  have  neatly  furnish- 
ed for  the  uses  of  a  Woman's  Christian  Association,  which  has 
been  duly  organized  and  is  doing  great  good.  From  the  win- 
dows of  the  Ladies'  Hall  is  seen  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
river  landscapes  in  the  world.  The  whole  building  is  admirably 
lighted  with  gas,  and  made  to  appear  cheerful  and  refining  by 
day  or  evening.  A  daily  union  prayer-meeting  is  held  by  an 
average  thus  far  of  some  forty  attendants.  Cottage  prayer-meet- 
ings are  held  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  and  the  standing  com- 
mittees for  religious  meetings,  mission  schools,  employment,  and 
relief  arc  appointed  and  at  work.  Any  information  concerning 
the  building  or  the  workings  of  the  association  would  no  doubt 
be  cheerfully  given  by  the  efficient  President,  D.  J.  Pike,  Esq., 
or  Mr.  E.  A.  Burnell. 

The  building  was  dedicated  on  the  evening  of  April  26th,  1871, 
after  two  days  of  mingled  worship,  in  which  invited  guests  from 
abroad  and  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  several  evangelical 
-churches  participated.  The  services  were  concluded  by  singing 
the  following  appropriate  hymn,  composed  for  the  occasion  by 
Professor  Haskell,  which  we  pray  may  be  permanently  fulfilled : 

The  following  hymn,  composed  for  the  occasion  by  Professor 
T.  H.  Haskell,  was  song  at  the  dedication : 

DEDICATION  HYMN. 

Almighty  Builder  of  the  skies, 

Bend  down  thy  lofty  dome, 
And  view  our  lowly  sacrifice, 
An  ofTring  thon  wilt  not  despise, 

We  give  thee  this,  "  Our  Home  I" 

We  thank  thee  for  thy  helping  hand 

And  providential  care, 
By  which  our  "  Building  "  now  doth  stand, 
The  fit  abode  of  such  a  "  Band 

Of  Brotherhood  and  Prater  !" 

Come  dwell  within  its  sacred  walls, 
Here  make  thy  goodness  known ; 


Live  in  its  volumes,  in  its  halls, 
Bend  thence  thy  love's  most  winning  calls, 
And  keep  the  place  think  own. 

And  now,  before  thy  mercy -seat, 

And  in  this  holy  place, 
In  Jesus'  name  wo  do  entreat, 
That  here  our  God  may  daily  meet 

His  children  face  to  face. 

And  gather  in  this  peaceful  fold 

Those  wand'ring  far  abroad, 
Till  blessings  more  than  it  can  hold, 
And  richer  far  than  walls  of  gold, 

It  may  give  back  to  God. 


THE    DECLINE    IN    BIBLICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

By  Professor  W.  H.  Thomson,  M.D. 

No.  III. 

The  ifteion  of  the  Sabbath-School. 

The  remarks  made  in  our  last  article  on  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Sabbath-school  as  a  means  for  affording  thorough  instruction  in 
the  Bible  may  be  construed,  not  unlikely,  into  a  condemnation  of 
the  whole  Sunday-school  system.  This,  however,  is  far  removed 
from  our  intention  ;  for  we  believe  that  the  eighty  years  j  net  passed 
will  be  always  memorable  as  the  epoch  of  the  rise  of  two  great 
agencies  for  good,  namely,  the  church  benevolent  societies  and  the 
Sunday-school — events  which  time  will  show  as  more  important  to 
the  world  than  the  American,  or  the  French,  or  any  other  political 
revolution.  The  divine  origin  of  Isaiah's  words  about  the  great 
light  of  Galilee,  "  Of  the  increase  of  His  kingdom  there  shall  be 
no  end,"  has  never  been  so  strikingly  illustrated  in  all  history,  as 
by  the  developments  occurring  within  our  own  generation  and  the 
one  just  preceding  it.  To  those  who  are  troubled  with  fears  lest 
the  former  days  of  the  church  were  better  than  our  own,  we  would 
only  point  to  the  evangelical  church  of  one  hundred  years  ago, 
with  not  a  missionary  abroad,  with  scarce  a  single  organization  for 
aggressive  work  at  home,  and  without  one  Sunday-school  in  all  its 
borders 

The  Sabbath-school  fulfills  a  great  mission.  But  we  think  it  a 
misconception  to  think  its  work  consists  in  teaching  the  Bible  to 
the  children  of  the  church,  better  than  was  done  formerly  by  their 
parents,  because,  for  reasons  which  we  have  stated,  it  fails  in  doing 
so,  and  fails  to  a  degree  which  becomes  a  serious  evil  whenever 
it  results,  as  it  too  often  does,  in  supplanting  parental  teaching. 
The  Sabbath-school  does,  however,  meet  a  great  want  in  providing 
a  stated  and  special  ehureh  terviee  for  the  children.  It  does  this, 
also,  in  an  excellent  way,  consisting  of  prayer ;  singing  by  all, 
instead  of  by  a  few ;  and  lastly,  in  substituting  direct,  personal 
teaching  by  a  number,  for  the  solitary  and,  to  children,  very 
distant  voice  from  the  pulpit;  while,  in  non-Episcopal  churches, 
at  least,  the  parents  in  their  service  too  often  appear  as  a  silent 
audience  arranged  in  reserved  seats,  from  whom,  as  they  disperse, 
may  be  heard  many  a  practiced  criticism  as  to  how  the  singing, 
the  preaching,  and  the  praying  had  been  done  for  them.  The 
Sunday-school,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  free,  busy,  cheerful  yet 
wholly  religious  meeting.  And  the  engaging  in  it,  we  venture  to 
say,  profits  many  of  the  teachers  as  much  as  their  best  hours  in  the 
church  pew.  Children  should  have  a  service  of  their  own,  and 
the  Christian  religion  is  the  only  one  which  ever  devised  such  a 
thing.  It  is  an  exercise  adapted  to  children's  minds  and  to  chil- 
dren's bodies.  It  moreover  differs  widely  in  both  these  respects 
from  the  regular  church  service— and  very  properly  so.  We  have 
heard  the  sermonizing  of  some  preachers  praised  because  they 
were  always  simple  enough  for  the  youngest  minds ;  but  an  in- 
spired teacher  sharply  condemns  both  such  prophets  and  their 
satisfied  hearers.  (Heb.  5  :  13.)  The  sermon  which  is  for  men 
and  women  ought  ordinarily  to  bo  well-nigh  incomprehensible  to 
children  ;  while  the  child  of  four,  six,  or  even  ten  years  old  who 
could  listen  steadily  to  a  speech  of  thirty  or  forty  minutes,  would 
be  almost  as  unnatural  a  specimen  as  if  he  already  wore  spectacles 
or  whiskers ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  should  a  decorous  repose  of 
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his  muscles  for  that  length  of  time  be  regarded  with  any  thing  but 
misgiving. 

As  a  means  of  grace,  therefore,  to  the  children,  we  would  not 
part  with  the  Sabbath-school  on  any  account  At  that  age,  they 
axe  naturally  nearer  the  kingdom  of  God  than  when  the  inevitable 
thorns  of  life  begin  to  grow  *  and  thousands  are  now  gathered 
into  the  fold  by  the  Sunday-school,  which  can  reach  them  when 
the  pulpit,  unaided,  would  fail  of  doing  so.  Moreover,  the  Sab- 
bath-school benefits  the  teacher  as  well  as  the  taught  in  ways  too 
easily  understood  for  us  to  dwell  upon  the  subject.  But  add  to  all 
this,  that  it  has  no  equal  as  a  missionary  institution,  which  takes 
the  Gospel  to  the  children  of  the  stranger  from  the  church,  and 
who,  therefore,  but  for  it,  would  have  no  leading  to  Christ  what- 
ever ;  and  no  one  can  refuse  his  testimony  that  the  church  would 
lose  one  of  its  strongest  roots,  in  our  land,  at  least,  if  if  lost  the 
Sabbath-school. 

But  that  the  Sabbath-school  can  give  an  education  in  the  Bible, 
as  the  common  school  teaches  children  arithmetic  or  geography, 
for  a  lifetime,  is  a  great  mistake,  because,  as  we  endeavored  to 
show  in  our  last  article,  it  is  as  much  a  meeting  as  a  school,  and 
hence  can  at  best  impart  but  a  moderate  amount  of  instruction 
compared  with  what  parents  could  give  at  home,  if  they  but  did 
their  duty.  Let  both  father  and  mother  join  with  their  children 
for  half  or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  every  Sabbath  afternoon,  or 
evening,  in  a  Bible  study,  and  those  little  meetings  will  be  remem- 
bered in  after  life  by  those  children  as  only  thoughts  of  home  are 
remembered.  Let  the  teaching  be  ever  so  imperfect,  still  it  will 
have  that  to  sanction  it  which  will  make  its  hold  stronger  on  the 
heart  than  any  other  teaching  whatever. 

With  how  many  thousands  in  the  church,  however,  is  it  the 
case,  not  only  that  they  have  never  had  a  home  Bible-class,  but 
that  they  have  graduated  about  the  age  of  fourteen  from  the  Sun- 
day-school, not  again  to  attend  biblical  instruction  any  more 
than  they  would  join  a  grammar  or  a  spelling-class.  Leaving  the 
Sunday-school  just  when  they  are  learning  to  think  for  themselves, 
and  at  the  age  when  only  they  can  begin  really  to  study,  they  find 
the  church  with  no  Bible-school  provided  for  them.  The  natural  in- 
ference would  seem  to  be,  that  the  church  regards  the  study  of  the 
Bible  as  altogether  a  child's  affair,  so  that  every  one,  after  that 
period  of  life,  can  read  it  for  himself,  without  requiring  any  thing 
like  the  trained  teachers  to  whom  he  goes  for  his  secular  know. 
ledge  after  he  leaves  the  village  school-house.  In  many  cases,  it 
is  true,  Bible-classes  for  young  men  and  young  women  are  insti- 
tuted either  on  Sundays  or  week-days.  But  there  is  no  system,  no 
organization  for  the  purpose,  nor  is  the  Bible-class  thought  of  once 
where  the  Sunday-school  is  thought  of  twenty  times.  While  no 
church  would  think  of  being  without  one  Sunday-school  at  least, 
and  while  a  vast  publication  both  of  books  and  of  music,  with  a 
variety  of  associations,  have  sprung  up  to  promote  the  Sunday- 
school  work,  the  real  study  of  the  Bible  is  left  to  a  few  gathered 
here  and  there,  and  is  pursued  with  languor.  There  is  no  Bible- 
class  literature  worth  the  name,  nor  is  there  that  order  of  teachers 
who  can  raise  the  Bible-class  to  that  superiority  over  the  Sunday- 
•chool  which  truly  belongs  to  it,  as  every  one  is  obliged  to  admit 
when  once  the  subject  is  sufficiently  pondered.  All  Christians,  the 
gray-headed  as  well  as  the  young  men,  should  steadily  attend  the 
Bible-class ;  for  can  any  one  get  through  with  the  study  of  the 
Bible?  But  from  the  present  general  lack  of  interest  and  appre- 
ciation of  this  duty,  Bible-class  teaching  is  too  generally  of  an  in- 
ferior quality.    After  a  few  Sabbaths,  instead  of  instruction,  the 


hour  is  taken  up  by  that  fatal  malady  of  Bible-classes— discussion. 
In  this  two  or  three  born  talkers  are  always  to  be  heard,  while  the 
rest  maintain  a  weary  silence.  Discussion  in  Bible-classes  is 
usually  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  instruction,  and  the  teacher  who 
falls  into  it  generally  shows  that  he  has  not  much  store  in 
himself.  Men  do  not  expect  a  great  yield  of  fruit  from  the  tree 
whose  trunk  is  surrounded  by  a  number  of  shoots  nearly  as  large 
as  itself. 


[Just  such  a  Bible-class  as  Professor  Thomson  describes  should 
be  organized  in  every  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  A 
wonderful  influence  for  good  could  not  fail  to  result  from  that 
manly  and  thorough  study  of  God's  word  which  is  now  so  rare 
among  us. — Ed.] 


An  Important  point  In  the  parable,  Matthew  18 : 7,  Is  often  missed  from 
'r*""1  translation  "thorns."  What  our  Saviour  refers  tola  a  thistle, 
of  p»i  fH°WS  With  gro,t  raP'dlty  and  m  ™*  Quantity  on  all  the  plowed  fields 
j  ™ Mane,  Its  nsoal  appearance,  however,  being  Just  after  wheat  harvest  In 
whlbL  ""^  flcM  th<m  bcarB  these  thorna-  "hich,  when  they  are  dry  and 
IS- im*0-reS6mble  th0  wheat  at » distance  «»  to  furnish  Jeremiah  (chapter 

fore,  th  U"  flgnre  of  whst  WOttld  bo  lefl  for  tho  JewB  *°  ""P-    ^ there- 

HjT.    e  wneat »  «>wed  too  late,  it  has  a  hard  struggle  to  maintain  with  these 

"i"11  nence  the  warning  Is  to  have  the  seed  received  and  the  fruit  well 
«ot  v  tho  midsummer,  when  the  cares  of  this  life  must  come  and  can 

not  be  avoided. 


"THE  INADEQUACY  OF  THE  SABBATH-SCHOOL." 
Professor  W.  H.  Thomson,  M.D.,  in  an  article  published  in  the 
Association  Monthly  for  June,  (p.  120.)  entitled  "  The  Decline 
of  Biblical  Instruction,"  assigns  as  one  of  the  causes  of  this 
decline  the  alleged  fact  stated  in  our  caption. 

"  We  are  convinced,"  ho  says, "  that  one  reason  of  this  is  due  to 
the  great  change  in  primary  religions  instruction  which  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  rise  of  the  Sunday-school.  At  present,  the  ma- 
jority of  Christian  parents  in  our 'land  act  as  if  their  duty  as 
respects  the  education  of  their  children  in  the  Bible  was  fulfilled 
if  they  insure  their  regular  attendance  at  the  Sabbath-school." 

We  respectfully  suggest  that  this  paragraph  illustrates  only  the 
inadequacy  of  parental  instruction  ;  and  that  it  is  unfair  to  charge 
this  upon  "  the  rise  of  the  Sunday-school,"  as  if  it  assumed  to  do  the 
parents'  work,  or  was  responsible  for  their  blameworthy  "  transfer 
of  duty." 

What  said  James  W.  Alexander,  D.D.,  of  blessed  memory  ? 

"  The  Sunday-school  releases  no  parent  from  the  obligation  to 
train  his  offspring  in  the  Scriptures.  In  instances  beyond  enumera- 
tion it  stimulates,  and  guides,  and  helps  the  parental  effort .  If  in 
some  strange  instance,  ignorant  and  careless  parents  feel  absolved 
from  the  parental  effort  by  this  auxiliary  of  modern  times,  there 
are  contrary  instances,  ten-fold  more  numerous,  of  parents  and 
families  who,  from  the  connection  of  their  children  with  Sunday- 
schools,  have  first  become  awake  to  the  duty  of  instructing  them, 
and  first  learned  the  best  methods  of  performing  it." 

The  majority  of  children  brought  into  Sunday-schools,  taking 
our  country  at  large,  enjoy  no  adequate  religious  instruction  else- 
where, either  from  "  Christian  parents  "  or  in  sanctuaries. 

Prof.  Thomson's  second  point  is : 

"But  aside  from  this  consideration,  how  much  of  thorough  and 
effective  Biblical  instruction  can  the  Sabbath-school  afford  ?  It  is 
a  small  Sabbath-school  in  our  cities  which  reports  less  than  a  hun- 
dred scholars,  and  in  such  a  gathering  the  tendency  is  inevitable 
that  the  teaching  should  be  adapted  for  the  average  rather  than 
for  the  individual.  Being  a  meeting,  moreover,  as  well  as  a 
school,  the  exercises  are  made  to  correspond  accordingly." 

The  regular  "  exercises,"  other  than  lessons,  are  almost  invaria- 
bly, reading  of  Scripture,  prayer,  and  singing,  which  are  adapted  to 
all.  As  to  other  "  Biblical  instruction,"  Prof. -Thomson's  objection 
ignores  an  essentially  characteristic  feature  in  every  good  Sunday- 
school,  namely,  Clastification,  which,  far  more  than  any  other  public 
method,  adapts  the  teaching  to  the  "  individual,"  from  the  infant 
scholar  to  the  member  of  the  "  Spectacle-class." 

Prof.  Thomson  proceeds  to  cite  a  very  badly  managed  school, 
although  he  says  it  is  above  the  average  of  church-schools,  in 
which  "  the  only  real  attempt  at  study  of  God's  word  rarely  exceeds 
twenty  minutes,"  and  "Jonce  in  four  weeks  the  Bible  is  dropped 
altogether  for  a  mission  meeting,"  and  "  tho  Bible  lessons  are  often 
suspended  on  the  other  Sabbaths  "  to  hear  a  talk  from  some  visit- 
ing brother;  and  holds  this  up  as  illustrating  "  the  inadequacy 
of  the  Sabbath-school."  Is  it  a  fair  specimen  ?  If  not,  can  he  j  ustly 
say,  Ex  uno  ditce  omne*  t    Take  this  one  as  a  specimen  of  all. 

Then  he  adduces  a  class  of  twenty  young  ladies  who  had  grown 
up  in  this  nursery  of  the  church,  daughters  of  the  officers. or  lead- 
ing members,  not  one  of  whom  knew  whether  David  came  before 
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Elijah,  or  was  certain  where  Daniel  lived,  or  would  read  a  chapter 
in  the  Bible  so  as  to  profit  by  it,"  etc.  etc 

And  this  is  an  honest  exemplification  of  church-schools,  "  above 
the  average,"  and  a  foundation  for  a  sweeping  charge  as  to  the 
inadequacy  of  the  Sabbath-school  I  Why  did  he  not  rather  bring 
it  against  "the  officers  and  leading  members"  of  that  church, 
who  had  so  long  neglected  their  "  polished  stones,"  or  against  the 
pastor  or  pastors  under  whose  sermons  and  lectures,  and  con- 
ferences, and  household  visitations,  and  catechisings,  actual  or 
potential,  these  daughters  had  grown  up  in  such  shameful  igno- 
rance ?  Why  not  frame  his  argument  on  such  an  underpinning 
against  the  pulpit,  and  entitle  it  "The  Inadequacy  oft/te  Ministry  "  t 

Now,  although  "  it  is  a  misnomer  to  call  this  gathering  (this 
super-average  church-school)  "  a  school  of  any  kind,"  yet  "  It  is  a 
good  thing  and  it  does  good."  Indeed  I  Looking  at  it  through 
the  professor's  glasses,  we  doubt  it.  We  rather  say,  Away  with  it ! 
Remand  these  young  ladies  to  the  home-nursery,  and  these  lambs 
to  the  shepherd's  crook.    Devolve  all  the  responsibility  there. 

Yet  while  we  regard  this  picture  as  a  caricature,  we  cry  aloud 
to  our  fellow-teachers  and  spare  not.  We  must  try  to  do  better. 
If  Prof.  Thomson  were  an  enemy,  as  we  are  sure  he  is  not,  we 
might  still  remember,  Ah  hotte  fat  est  doceri. 

A  Teacher. 

[The  correctness  of  the  title  of  Professor  Thomson's  article 
can  hardly  be  questioned.  He  was  not  writing  of  the  inadequacy 
of  parental  instruction,  but,  on  the  contrary,  of  its  adequacy  to 
accomplish  that  to  which  the  Sundayschool  is  inadequate, 
namely,  the  giving  to  children  that  instruction  in  the  Bible 
which  they  can  only  receive  from  their  parents. 

Professor  Thomson  and  "Teacher"  differ  concerning  the  ex- 
tent to  which  Christian  parents  have  resigned  their  duty  in  this 
matter  to  the  Sunday-school,  and  also  concerning  the  average 
amount  of  biblical  instruction  imparted  by  the  Sunday-school. 
On  these  points,  good  men  and  good  friends  of  the  school  must 
perhaps  be  expected  to  differ. 

All  are  agreed,  however,  in  a  desire  (1)  to  arrest  any  decline 
in  biblical  instruction,  whether  it  is  small  or  great ;  (2)  to  cause 
the  Sunday-school,  in  every  instance,  to  stimulate  and  increase 
parental  instruction  at  home;  (3)  to  promote  a  far  more  tho- 
rough and  searching  study  of  the  word  of  God  than  is  now  ex- 
pended upon  the  sacred  volume.  In  this  latter  work,  our  asso- 
ciations should  promptly  take  their  part  by  forming  adult  Bible- 
classes,  and  arranging  for  their  careful  and  thorough  instruction. 
—Ed.] 
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INTERESTING   LETTER  FROM  HOLLAND. 

Executive  Committee  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
of  the  Netherlands, 

Amsterdam,  April  89, 1871 

To  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces,  at 
the  Sixteenth  Annual  Convention  in  Washington : 
Dear  Brethren  :  Though  it  is  impossible  to  us  to  send  dele- 
gates to  your  convention,  as  your  much-honored  friend,  Mr.  C. 
Brainerd,  kindly  invited  us  to  do,  yet  we  can  not  pass  the  day  of 
your  sixteenth  annual  meeting  without  presenting  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  Dutch  C.  Y.  M.  Associations,  our  heartfelt  salutations, 
without  assuring  you  of  our  high  esteem  and  brotherly  sympathy, 
of  our  fervent  prayers,  above  all,  for  your  "  growing  up  into  Him 
in  all  things  which  is  the  head,  even  Christ." 

We  praise  the  Lord  our  Saviour  for  the  blessings  bestowed  on 
you  and  your  work.  From  your  Association  Monthlt  we  learn 
with  wonder  and  thanksgiving  what  God  has  wrought  by  the 
means  of  your  associations,  and  wo  can't  help  thinking  that,  in 
comparison  to  us,  you  are  giants,  in  such  a  manner,  that  if  we 
have  a  wish  and  prayer  for  our  associations  here,  it  is  that  they 
may  resemble  yours. 
No  doubt  it  is  our  own  fault— want  of  belief,  want  of  energy, 


negligence  in  prayer ;  but  in  some  respects  we  have  to  meet  great 
obstacles.  The  word,  "  Not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,"  la 
very  true  for  our  country.  In  the  higher  classes,  modern  belief, 
or  rather  unbelief,  is  predominant ;  and  though  some  faithful  pes' 
tors  are  zealously  promoting  the  interest  of  our  associations,  there 
are  rich  professing  Christians  who  have  no  sympathy  at  all  for 
our  work,  which  they  consider  as  cultivating  pride  and  self-love. 

So  we  are  proceeding  very  humble  indeed,  mostly  without  am- 
ple means,  and  in  our  towns  you  need  not  seek  a  (local)  building 
owning  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations.  Almost  everywhere  they  are 
happy  being  able  to  rent  a  pair  of  rooms.  Nevertheless,  it  would 
be  sinful  to  lament,  for  we  may  also  speak  of  God's  undeserved 
grace  and  blessings.  There  are  about  200  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Associations 
in  our  country,  (the  largest  of  them  has  only  120  members.)  They 
all  have  Bible-classes,  and  most  of  them  Sunday-schools,  crowded 
with  children.  Some  of  our  men  are  teaching  the  blind  reading 
the  Bible  ;  others  have  opened  associations  for  soldiers,  or  are  busy 
in  the  work  of  city  evangelization.  We  may  say,  our  work 
praised  be  the  Lord  from  whom  is  all  our  strength,  has  not  been 
vain.  Many  young  men  may  say,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  Associations 
they  have  found  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  and  this,  dear  brethren, 
is  a  blessing  of  unspeakable  worth. 

But  we  will  not  by  more  writing  bereave  you  of  your  costly 
time,  and  thus  come  to  an  end.  A  remembrance  only.  In  1778  a 
plan  of  a  treaty  between  America  (U.  S.)  and  our  republic  wag 
formed  in  secret  by  some  of  our  statesmen.  (It  is  not  our  intention 
to  blame  our  fathers  for  it,  though  they  were  wrong,  for  at  that 
time  we  were  bound  to  England  by  treaty.  They  have  suffered 
for  it  by  the  war  of  1780.)  The  plan  above  mentioned  has  caused 
little  good  and  much  trouble,  and  therefore  our  associations  offer 
their  American  friends  a  new  treaty,  never  to  be  broken,  as  it  it 
founded  in  Him  who  has  said,  "  This  is  my  commandment,  that 
you  love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you ;"  a  treaty  to  work  to- 
gether, to  pray  for  each  other,  before  the  night  comes. 

"  And  evermore  beside  us  on  the  way 

The  nnsccn  Christ  shall  move, 
That  we  may  lean  upon  his  arm  and  say, 

'  Dost  thon,  dear  Lord,  approve  f ' 
0  boly  liast  I  0  endless  sense  of  rest  I 

I<ike  the  beloved  John, 
To  lay  oar  head  upon  the  Saviour's  breast, 

And  thus  to  Journey  on  I" 

Joining  with  you  in  the  hope  and  prayer  that  your  conventioa 
may  be  blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  the  glory  of  the  Saviour  and 
the  establishment  of  his  kingdom,  we  remain, 

Fraternally  and  affectionately  yours, 

J.  M.  Hessel, 
Secretary  Executive  Committee- 


"  As  no  part  of  the  landscape  has  any  color  in  the  absence  of  the 
sun,  nor  can  acquire  any  independently  of  the  sun,  so  Christian! 
have  no  grace  except  from  Christ,  nor  hold  any  virtue  indepen- 
dently of  him." 

"  There  is  a  time  for  every  thing  in  our  lives ;  but  the  maxim 
that  governs  every  moment  is,  that  there  should  be  none  useless ; 
that  they  are  all  accompanied  by  duties  which  God  has  allotted 
with  his  own  hand." 


From  the  German. 

Lovely  and  fair  like  a  flower, 
Pure  and  unspotted  thou  art ; 

Yet,  as  I  look  on  thee,  sadness 
Steals  over  my  loving  heart. 

My  hands  on  thy  young  head  laying, 
This  prayer  I  raise  from  within — 

The  dear  Saviour  make  and  keep  thee 
Pure  and  unspotted  from  sin. 
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MODERN  SKEPTICISM. 

1TB  RELATIONS  TO  YOUNG    MEN,  AND    HOW    SHALL    IT    BE  MET 
BY    OUR    ASSOCIATIONS? 

AX  ASDBISI  niLITVItKD  BBTOM  THB  tST»B«ri.TIOSAI.  Y.  M.  O.  A.  OOMVMTIO* 
BILD  IN  WASHCfSTOK,  D.  0.,  MAT  St-OT,  1871,  BT 

MARK  HOPKINS,  LL.D.,  PRESIDENT    OF    WILLIAMS  COLLEGE. 

The  hall  of  the  association  in  Washington  presented  an  impres- 
sive spectacle  when  the  venerable  president  rose  to  speak.  Dr. 
Hopkins  was  in  feeble  health.  He  had  come  to  deliver  his  able 
and  vigorous  address,  constrained  by  a  feeling  of  the  importance 
of  the  occasion  and  the  subject.  He  looked  into  the  attentive  and 
intelligent  faces  of  one  thousand  Christian  young  men  who  had 
come  from  every  part  of  the  continent,  and  were  eager  to  hear 
wise  and  practical  counsel  on  this  important  theme.  The  voice  of 
the  speaker  was  weak,  but  his  words  were  strong  and  powerful. 
The  earnest  listeners  grew  more  and  more  attentive,  leaning  for- 
ward to  catch  every  sentence.  And  when,  at  the  close,  General 
Howard  sprang  to  his  feet  and  said,  "  This  address  must  be  placed 
in  printed  form  within  the  reach  of  us  all ;  it  goes  to  the  bottom 
of  things,"  the  quick  responsive  applause  of  the  delegates  made  it 
evident  that  he  expressed  the  sentiment  of  the  convention. 

THE  ADDRESS. 

Unbelief  is  regarded  by  the  Scriptures  as  sin.  It  is  the  one 
great  sin  that  stands  between  man  and  any  good  which  God  may 
have  provided  for  him — the  one  sin  that  stands  between  him  and 
the  remedy  for  sin.  It  was  because  of  unbelief  that  the  Jews  of 
old  could  not  enter  into  the  promised  land.  When  our  Saviour 
was  on  the  earth,  he  could  not  do  many  mighty  works  in  his  own 
country,  because  of  their  unbelief,  and  he  said  that  when  the  Spirit 
of  truth  should  come,  he  should  reprove  the  world  of  sin,  because 
they  believed  not  on  him. 

But  if  unbelief  be  sin,  what  kind  of  unbelief?  Will  it  include 
skepticism  ?  This  inquiry  is  vital ;  for  I  wish  to  open  this  discus- 
sion by  a  vindication  of  honest  doubt,  and  of  free  inquiry,  and  of 
the  Bible,  not  only  as  not  repressing  these,  but  as  favoring  them. 
And  this  I  wish  to  do  because  religion  is  so  often  represented  as 
requiring  a  submission  of  the  intellect  to  authority  that  is  unfavor- 
able to  its  independence  and  full  development. 

What  kind  of  unbelief  is  it,  then,  that  is  sin  ?  Is  it  of  facts  as 
substantiated  by  evidence!  Is  it  of  any  thing  that  presents  itself 
as  truth  in  the  region  of  pure  intellect  ?  No ;  not  simply  because 
they  did  not  believe  a  fact  on  the  ground  of  evidence  was  there 
sin,  but  because  they  did  not  believe  in  God ;  because  they  did  not 
believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Here,  then,  we  have,  as  opposed  to  unbelief,  two  things  quite 
distinct.  One  is  simple  belief ;  the  other  is  trust,  confidence,  faith ; 
for  these  are  always  involved  in  believing  on  a  person.  These — 
belief  and  trust — are  both  natural  to  man.  They  are  his  normal 
state.  No  man  begins  as  a  skeptic.  When  first  revealed  to  our- 
selves, we  find  ourselves  believing  and  trusting.  Through  belief 
and  trust  we  learn  all  that  we  learn,  and  become  all  that  we  be- 
come, and  do  all  that  we  do.  They  are  the  vital  air  of  all  hope 
and  effort.  Unbelief,  skepticism,  is  negation,  and  that  can  never 
do  any  thing  or  give  power  to  do  any  thing.  A  man  might  as 
well  hope  to  gain  power  to  live  by  putting  his  head  into  an  ex- 
hausted receiver  as  to  hope  for  any  intellectual,  or  emotive,  or 
moral  power  from  unbelief.  Unbelief  is  paralysis,  it  is  stagnation, 
it  is  death  in  relation  to  all  that  it  rejects.  There  is  in  it  no  work- 
ing power,  no  possibility  of  the  appropriation  of  a  salvation  that  is 
to  come  through  truth  and  through  the  acceptance  of  Christ.  So 
it  is,  not  in  religion  only,  but  in  every  thing.  Except  as  we  be- 
lieve something,  we  can  never  intelligently  do  any  thing.  We 
plow  because  we  believe  wo  shall  get  a  crop.  We  dig  for  the  ore 
becausu  we  believe  it  is  there.  We  come  to  God  because  we  "  be- 
lieve that  he  is,  and  is  a  rowarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
him."  Universally,  unbelief  and  distrust  must  preclude  benefit 
from  that  which  is  not  believed  in,  and  from  a  person  so  fur  dis- 


trusted as  to  be  rejected  in  any  thing  he  may  offer  himself  to  us 
for. 

Belief  and  trust  are  fundamentally  allied,  bat  are  not  the  same ; 
and  because  they  are  thus  allied  they  need  to  be  the  more  care- 
fully distinguished.  Belief  must  precede  trust,  and  is  an  element 
in  it.  Belief  is  from  the  intellect ;  trust  is  from  the  affections  and 
the  will.  Belief  respects  facts  and  relations ;  trust  always  rests  on 
a  person.  We  believe  on  the  ground  of  evidence ;  we  trust  on  the 
ground  of  character.  Belief,  in  some  cases  at  least,  is  not  subject 
to  our  will,  and  never  directly ;  trust  always  involves  an  act  of 
choice,  and  so  of  wilL  Through  belief  we  enter  into  the  great 
realm  of  truth  ;  through  trust  we  enter  into  the  higher  realm  of 
the  affections.    We  believe  a  truth  ;  we  believe  on  a  person. 

Of  belief  the  proper  object  is  truth,  and  its  instrument  is  the  in- 
tellect. This  God  has  given  to  man,  as  he  has  given  himsight,and 
its  efficient  and  right  use  is  a  condition  of  those  higher  affections 
by  which  we  are  united  to  him.  Over  against  the  intellect  thus 
given,  God  has  set  the  reality  of  things,  as  he  has  set  visible  ob- 
jects over  against  sight ;  and  this  reality  of  things,  being  appre- 
hended and  stated,  becomes  truth. 

Of  truth  in  this  view  of  it,  and  as  tested  by  both  reason  and 
Scripture,  our  estimate  can  not  be  too  high. 

As  representing  the  reality  of  things,  it  is  obvious  to  reason  that 
truth  must  be  the  light  of  the  intellect.  It  is  the  only  light  in 
which  a  man  can  walk  intelligently  under  his  own  guidance ;  and 
he  might  as  well  think  it  of  little  consequence  whether  he  shall 
see  correctly  the  objects  and  distances  around  him  as  to  think  it  of 
little  consequence  what  he  believes.  It  is  with  the  reality  of 
things  that  we  have  to  do,  and  success  or  failure  waits  and  must 
wait  on  our  conformity  or  want  of  conformity  to  this  reality.  A 
want  of  such  conformity  may  be  from  ignorance  or  from  wicked- 
ness ;  it  may  be  a  blunder  or  a  sin  ;  but  from  such  want  in  one  or 
the  other  of  these  forms  it  is  that  all  failure  and  disaster  come. 

And  in  this  high  estimate,  by  reason  of  the  value  of  truth,  the 
Scriptures  coincide.  They  tell  us  that  Christ  came  to  bear  witness 
to  the  truth ;  that  we  are  to  grow  by  the  truth ;  to  walk  in  the 
truth ;  to  obey  the  truth ;  to  purify  our  minds  by  obeying  it.  We 
are  to  have  our  loins  girt  about  with  truth.  It  is  the  truth  that  is 
to  make  us  free.  Christ  prayed  the  Father  that  he  would  sanctify 
his  disciples  through  the  truth.  Salvation  is  "  through  sanctifica- 
tion  of  the  spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth."  Not  all  truth  will  pro- 
duce these  effects,  but  only  the  truth ;  and  this  can  produce  them 
only  as  it  is  known  and  brought  into  living  contact  with  the  soul. 
It  is  a  strange  misapprehension  for  Christians  to  suppose  they  can 

grow  while  they  are  indifferent  to  the  truth.  As  well  might  we 
ope  for  physical  life  without  food,  as  for  intellectual,  or  moral,  or 
spiritual  life  without  truth. 

But  as  reason  and  the  Scriptures  coincide  in  their  estimate  of  the 
value  of  truth,  so  do  they  respecting  the  duty  of  seeking  it  ear- 
nestly and  impartially. 

Has  God  endowed  us  with  this  intellect  ?  And  is  it,  demands 
reason,  to  be  cramped,  restricted,  limited,  dwarfed  T  Is  it  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  be  in  every  way  quickened,  strengthened,  en- 
larged T  Is  there  any  knowledge  of  God  or  his  works,  of  facts  or 
relations,  that  is  not  good  for  it  ?  We  say  no.  We  say  that  we 
here  come  into  a  region  which  God  invites  all  to  enter,  and  into 
which,  as  governed  by  its  own  laws,  authority  has  no  right  U 
come.  The  laws  by  which  this  region  is  governed  are  the  laws  01 
evidence.  If  they  require  us  to  believe,  we  are  to  believe ;  if  to 
doubt,  we  are  to  doubt ;  if  to  disbelieve,  we  are  to  disbelieve.  Truth 
is  one.  It  does  not  depend  upon  will.  We  are  as  much  to  see  it 
as  it  is  as  we  are  to  see  the  objects  before  us  as  they  are  ;  and  the 
laws  of  evidence  are  as  independent  of  us  and  as  necessary  as  the 
laws  of  light.  Light  may  be  refracted,  it  may  be  colored,  it  may 
be  dim  ;  we  are  liable  to  mistake  and  need  care,  but  God  has  given 
us  eyes,  and  with  care  we  can  ascertain  the  qualities  of  objects 
around  ns.  At  any  rate,  our  eyes  must  be  for  us  the  ultimate  au- 
thority in  what  pertains  to  objects  of  sight. 

And  so  it  must  be  with  the  intellect.  Its  office  is  to  know ;  its 
object  is  truth ;  its  light  is  evidence.  We  need  care,  but  we  are 
capable  of  knowing  what  we  need  to  know,  and  concerning  objects 
within  the  field  of  intellect  the  final  appeal  must  be  to  intellect. 
We  are  never  to  believe  any  thing  for  which  there  is  not  more  evi- 
dence than  there  is  against  it.  We  are  never  to  believe  any  thing 
which  it  is  not  more  rational  to  believe  than  it  is  not  to  believe  it. 
We  are  responsible  for  our  opinions,  because  the  will  comes  in  to 
determine  whether  we  will  examine  all  the  evidence  and  weigh  it 
fairly.  So  far,  and  no  further,  what  we  need  here,  and  all  that  we 
need,  are  earnestness  and  candor — earnestness  to  search  out  all  the 
evidence  on  both  sides  of  every  question,  and  candor  that  we  may 
estimate  it  without  bias.  Give  us  earnest,  broad,  fair-minded  men, 
and  we  have  no  fear  of  investigation  to  any  extent  on  any  subject, 
be  it  literature,  science,  philosophy,  or  religion.  Give  us  the  truth, 
and  we  are  content. 

And  here  again,  as  has  been  said,  the  Scriptures  conspire  and 
harmonize  with  reason.  They  call  upon  us  to  "  take  fast  hold  of 
instruction,  and  not  let  her  go;"  to  receive  instruction,  and  not  sil- 
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ver,  and  knowledge  rather  than  gold.  They  call  upon  us  with  all 
our  getting  to  get  understanding  ;  to  hny  the  truth  and  sell  it  not. 
They  call  upon  us  to  prove  all  things,  and  to  hold  fast  that  which 
is  good.  It  is  the  glory  of  Christianity,  that  it  is  a  religion  of 
light.  "  God  is  light."  In  him  is  no  darkness  at  all,  and  those 
who  hare  fellowship  with  him  are  to  walk  in  the  light,  as  he  is 
in  the  light. 

Here,  then,  we  reach  our  first  position.  It  is  that  of  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  and  of  the  entire  freedom  and  independence  of 
the  intellect.  When  that  alone  is  concerned,  if  the  evidence  does 
not  justify  belief,  no  blame  can  be  attached  to  doubt  or  unbelief. 

Taken  by  itself,  what  has  now  been  said  seems  plain  ;  but  the 
inquiry  arises.  How  can  the  intellect  be  free  under  a  system  that 
makes  unbelief  a  sin  ?  It  could  not  if  the  intellect  alone  were  in 
question ;  and  we  must  here  recur  to  our  distinction  between  belief 
and  trust — between  the  simple  belief  of  a  fact  and  believing  on  a 
person.  If  a  person  is  to  be  believed  on,  he  must  stand  in  some 
personal  relation  to  us,  and  offer  himself  to  us  in  some  way  of  ser- 
vice or  aid.  The  question  of  believing  on  a  person  is  always  prac- 
tical. To  do  it  implies,  first,  that  we  feel  the  need  of  the  aid  of- 
fered ;  second,  that  we  believe  the  person  offering  the  aid  is  able 
and  willing  to  give  it;  and,  third,  that  wo  commit  ourselves  to 
him  by  an  act  of  choice  or  will  to  be  aided  in  that  which  he  offers 
himself  to  us  for.  The  man  is  sick  and  feels  his  need  of  aid  ;  he 
believes  the  physician  can  cure  him.  He  commits  his  case  to  him  ; 
that  is  all.  He  does  not  believe  on  him  till  this  last  act  is  done,  and 
a  refusal  to  do  that  is  practical  unbelief. 

The  question  at  this  point  has  no  reference  to  the  quantity  or  the 
quality  of  the  belief,  to  its  being  or  not  being  accompanied  by  emo- 
tion, but  to  the  entering  into  it  of  a  new  element  from  the  will  by 
which  it  becomes  trust.  If  we  exclude  intellectual  unfairness,  it  is 
here  only  that  the  moral  element  comes  in,  and  here  especially 
that  the  censure  or  commendation  of  the  Scriptures  rests. 

In  all  this  the  intellect  is  concerned.  In  one  part  of  the  pro- 
cess, that  which  judges  of  the  competency  and  willingness  of  him 
who  offers  aid,  it  acts  alone ;  but  so  far  as  it  is  concerned,  it  is  to  be 
governed  by  evidence,  and  is  to  perform  its  processes  with  the  same 
freedom  and  independence  as  elsewhere.  It  has  the  right,  nay,  it 
is  bound  to  scrutinize  fully  the  claims,  not  only  of  any  one  who 
presents  himself  to  be  believed  simply  on  his  own  testimony,  but 
especially  of  any  one  who  presents  himself  as  claiming  to  be  be- 
lieved on.  In  doing  this,  the  attitude  of  the  mind  should  be  deter- 
mined by  the  character  and  claims  of  the  person  to  bo  believed  on. 
Great  humility  and  reverence  may  be  required ;  but  this  will  not 
preclude  free  inquiry  ;  for  even  God  challenges  scrutiny  in  regard 
to  his  claims,  and  offers  himself  to  the  rational  acceptance  of  his 
creatures.  Nor  need  the  intellect  always  act  logically.  Intuition 
may  come  in.  There  may  be  something  in  the  eye,  the  aspect,  the 
voice  of  him  who  offers  himself,  something  in  the  offer  he  makes 
as  meeting  or  not  meeting  our  needs  which  we  could  not  state,  but 
which  would  supersede  logical  evidence  and  furnish  an  adequate 
and  rational  ground  of  conduct  But,  however  reached,  such 
ground  we  are  to  have,  and  having  it,  there  may  or  may  not  be 
sin  In  rejecting  one  who  may  offer  himself  to  be  believed  on.  The 
sin,  if  any,  will  lie  in  the  moral  blindness  which  fails  to  Bee  its 
need  and  in  the  recklessness  or  perverseness  or  ingratitude  which 
fails  to  accept  of  proffered  aid. 

Here,  then,  we  reach  our  second  position.  As  it  has  been  said  in 
regard  to  the  intellect  that  we  are  to  believe  nothing  which  it  is 
not  more  rational  to  believe  than  not  to  believe,  so  now  we  say 
that  we  are  not  to  trust  any  one  for  any  thing  whom  it  is  not  more 
rational  to  trust  for  that  thing  than  it  is  not  to  trust  him. 

Always  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  intellect  are  to  be 
respected.  This  makes  the  whole  process  rational,  and  removes 
any  possible  ground  of  conflict  between  faith  and  reason,  since 
faith  is  simply  trust  in  a  person  tor  that  for  which  he  offers 
himself  to  us.  He  who  trusts  his  fellow-man  for  all  that  for 
which  he  offers  himself  to  him  has  faith  in  that  man.  He  who 
trusts  Christ  fully,  utterly,  for  all  that  for  which  he  offers  him- 
self to  him  has' faith  in  Christ,  and  he  who  trusts  God  in  the 
same  way  has  faith  in  God.  The  only  unbelief  which  the  Scrip- 
tures condemn,  except,  as  has  been  said,  that  which  comes  from 
unfairness  of  mind,  consists  in  no  independent  or  free  act  of  the  in- 
tellect, but  in  that  complex  act  by  which  the  man  refuses  to  yield 
to  Christ  and  to  Qod  that  confidence  which  is  their  due  when  they 
offer  themselves  to  him  in  those  vital  relations  on  which  his  well- 
being  depends. 

_  But  what  of  skepticism  and  all  this  t  Are  unbelief  and  skepti- 
cism the  same  ?  So  they  seem  to  have  been  regarded  originally. 
At  least  the  Scriptures  scarcely  recognize  that  separation  of  avowed 
conviction  and  action  so  unnatural  yet  so  common  in  our  day. 
It  was  supposed  in  those  days  that  a  belief  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ  would  be  followed  by  a  reception  of  him,  and  the  Scriptures 
do  not  seem  to  recognize  any  thing  as  belief  which  does  not  do 
this.  Hence  the  term  unbelief  included  skepticism,  and  covered 
tbe  whole  ground. 

Bat,  as  we  have  seen,  in  believing  on  a  person  there  are  two  ele- 


ments. It  is  possible  to  separate  the  belief  from  the  trust.  To- 
gether, they  are  that  one  concrete  act  of  the  whole  man  which  tho 
Scriptures  call  faith ;  but  distinctively  the  belief  is  from  the  intel- 
lect, and  the  trust  from  the  affections  and  the  will.  In  the  Scrip- 
tures it  is  the  believing  on  a  person  that  is  made  the  turning- 
point.  Hence  that  is  made  prominent.  In  that  the  affections  and 
will  must  come  in.  But  there  is  a  large  field  of  religious  troth 
which  does  not  immediately  involve  belief  on  a  person.  In  this 
field  questions  arise  that  are  for  the  intellect  solely,  and  yet  which 
may  be  so  decided  that  trust  in  God  or  in  Christ  shall  be  impossi- 
ble. Such  are  the  questions  of  the  being  of  a  personal  God,  of  our 
responsibility  to  him,  and  of  a  future  state ;  and  it  is  in  the  field 
where  sucli  questions  arise  that  we  find  the  exact  place  of  skep- 
ticism as  now  understood.  //  consists  in  a  disbelief  of  those  eaten- 
tial  truths  without  which  religious  trust  it  impossible.  He  who  so 
disbelieves  speculative  truth  that  it  is  impossible)  for  him  to  trust 
in  God  is  a  skeptic  in  relation  to  God  ;  and  he  who  so  disbelieves 
speculative  truth  in  regard  to  the  person,  or  character,  or  work  of 
Christ  is  a  skeptic  in  relation  to  Christ. 

Is,  then,  skepticism  as  well  as  unbelief  sinful  1  If  God  had  pat 
within  tho  reach  of  man  evidence  which  ought  to  convince  him, 
yes ;  if  not,  no.  Has  God  done  this  in  relation  to  these  essential 
truths  ?  So  the  Apostle  Paul  thought,  respecting  one  of  them  at 
least,  when  he  said  that  "  the  invisible  things  of  Him  from  the 
creation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  understood  by  the 
things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead ;  so 
that  they  are  without  excuse."  So  we  think  in  regard  to  all 
cardinal  truths.  We  believe  that  God  has  given  such  evidence  of 
them  as  ought  to  convince  every  man.  It  is  only  from  the  im- 
pression that  religious  skepticism  exists  despite  such  evidence 
that  odium  is  attached  to  it.  How  far  this  may  be  unjust  in  in- 
dividual cases,  God  only  can  judge  ;  but  when  we  look  at  the  evi- 
dence for  these  truths  without  and  within  us,  it  can  be  no  breach 
of  charity  to  say  that  the  great  mass  of  skepticism,  as  above  de- 
fined, is  not  for  want  of  evidence.  There  are  conditions  for  the 
attainment  of  religious  as  well  as  of  scientific  truth.  Is  the 
skeptic  sure  he  has  complied  with  these  ?  Is  he  sure  that  his 
choice  of  a  supreme  end  is  right  ?  If  not,  is  he  aware  of  the  sub- 
tle and  pervading  influence  of  a  wrong  choice  in  deadening  and 
perverting  the  intellect  on  religious  subjects?  Is  he  sure  that 
the  ultimate  bearing  of  the  truth  in  question — a  thing  that  men 
see  afar  off,  and  as  by  instinct — has  given  him  no  bias  ?  Has  he 
examined  the  evidence  for  the  Bible,  and  studied  the  book  itself 
as  he  should  f  Has  he  felt  his  need  of  light  from  above,  and 
with  the  spirit  of  a  child  and  the  importunity  demanded  by  tho  in- 
terests in  question,  asked  wisdom  of  Him  who  has  promised  to 
give  it  liberally  1  I  have  seen  no  such  skeptic.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  such  a  one.  But  if  there  be,  the  skepticism  which  I  op- 
pose is  not  that.  It  is  one  which  has  its  roots,  manifest  or  con- 
cealed, in  the  affections  and  the  will ;  one  in  which  there  lias  been 
a  failure  at  some  point  to  meet  the  conditions  which  may  fairly  be 
demanded  for  the  attainment  of  religions  truth. 

Such  is  skepticism  as  we  view  it.  lit  is  the  same  in  substance  in 
different  ages,  but  protean  in  form.  In  temper  it  is  sometimes 
cynical,  sometimes  philanthropic.  Now  it  works  under  the  garb 
of  transcendentalism,  now  of  metaphysics,  now  through  critical 
or  antiquarian  research,  now  through  literature,  and  now  through 
science,  passing  from  one  to  the  other  according  to  the  fashion  of 
the  day  or  as  may  best  serve  its  purpose.  In  my  early  days  the 
skepticism  dreaded  was  that  of  Hume  and  Voltaire.  That  of  the 
one  was  metaphysical,  questioning  first  truths  and  unsettling  the 
ground  of  all  belief.  That  of  the  other  was  light,  sarcastic,  mock- 
ing, making  a  show  of  learning,  but  not  profound,  and  using  ridi- 
cule as  its  chief  weapon.  They  were  the  same  thing  ;  but  one  was 
Scotch  and  the  other  French.  The  alarm,  as  I  remember  it,  was 
greater  then  than  now.  But  the  metaphysics  did  service,  because 
there  was  something  fo  rthem  to  pull  down.  They  were  opposed 
to  a  false  theory  of  the  origin  of  knowledge  and  of  primary  ideas. 
The  ridicule,  too,  was  effective,  because  it  was  against  the  absurdi- 
ties and  corruptions  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The  result  was,  that 
in  England,  in  this  country,  and  in  Germany,  the  foundations  of 
truth  were  better  seen  and  more  fully  established.  In  France,  the 
ridicule  did  not  cure  the  corruption.  Ridicule  may  kill  what  is 
ridiculous,  but  never  cures  any  thing ;  and  that,  and  the  corruption, 
have  made  France  what  she  is  to-day.    (Applause.) 

But  what  is  the  present  phase  of  skepticism?  Quite  different 
from  that  of  Hume  and  Voltaire,  its  main  peculiarity  and  source 
of  power  is  from  its  association  with  physical  science.  The 
marvelous  advance  and  expansion  of  this  is,  perhaps,  the  great 
feature  of  the  present  age.  It  discriminates  it  from  all  preceding 
ages,  and  furnishes  the  ground  for  a  new  starting-point  to  man. 
It  gives  leisure,  wealth,  and  a  consciousness  of  power  greater  than 
ever  before.  It  so  harnesses  forces,  and  analyses  substances,  and 
subsidizes  elements ;  so  penetrates  the  vast,  and  scrutinizes  the 
minute,  as  to  kindle  the  imagination  and  cause  man  to  project 
himself  into  the  future  as  of  gigantic  proportions.  Depending  on 
observation  and  experiment  for  its  facts,  and  largely  on  mathema 
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tics  for  its  deductions,  it  arrogates  to  itself  the  name  of  science  par 
eminence,  as  reaching  a  certainty  unattainable  in  other  depart- 
ments. Thus,  conferring  benefits,  and  awakening  hopes,  and 
claiming  certainty,  any  thing  associated  with  it,  or  having  its  sanc- 
tion, especially  any  thing  that  claims  to  be  it,  must  present  itself 
at  a  great  advantage.  And  this  is  precisely  what  skepticism  now 
does.  In  some  of  its  forms  it  associates  itself  with  physical  science  ; 
in  others,  as  positivism  ;  and  in  the  theory  that  regards  abstract 
force  as  God,  it  claims  to  be  science,  and  the  only  science  possible. 
Thus  associated,  and  with  such  claims,  skepticism  now  presents 
itself  to  young  men  in  an  attitude  probably  more  attractive  than 
ever  before,  and  we  need  not  be  surprised  if  many  are  drawn 
away  by  it.  Everywhere  around  them  they  feel  the  breath  and 
catch  the  spirit  of  a  new  movement  and  era.  They  are  con- 
scious of  an  uplifting,  as  by  the  grouud-swell  of  vast  forces.  They 
are  conscious  of  entering,  not  only  upon  the  heritage  of  a  new 
continent  that  is  just  beginning  to  reveal  its  vast  treasures  and 
boundless  resources,  but  also  upon  the  heritage  of  those  great 
natural  forces  which  will  enable  them  to  avail  themselves  of  those 
resources  and  to  multiply  them  tenfold.  All  this  should  lead  to 
grateful  wonder,  and  to  a  recognition  of  the  intelligence  and 
goodness  that  has  made  such  provision. 

Let  it  do  this,  and  through  the  doing  of  it  let  these  treasures 
and  forces  be  wielded  by  the  energy  and  guided  by  the  wisdom  of 
Christian  young  men,  and  what  a  continent  would  the  sun  look 
down  upon  at  the  end  of  the  next  fifty  years !  What  belts  and 
intersections  of  railroads  and  telegraphs !  What  commerce  upon 
its  waters  I  What  wealth  in  its  cities !  What  villas  on  the  hill- 
tops, and  slopes,  and  prairies !  What  schools  and  colleges,  amply 
furnished  and  endowed  I  What  "  running  to  and  fro  " !  What 
increase  of  knowledge !  What  churches — all  paid  for !  What  mis- 
sions to  the  benighted  I  What  culture  and  social  intercourse! 
What  men  I  What  women  1  Surely,  this  nation  stands  on  the 
borders  of  an  inheritance  richer  and  ampler  than  that  of  Canaan, 
with  no  Jordan  rolling  between.  Nothing  but  unbelief  can  pre- 
vent it  from  entering  in  and  taking  possession :  and  yon,  young 
men,  are  those  who  are  called  upon  to  take  up  the  ark  of  God  and 
go  forward.  With  that  in  our  midst,  there  will  be  triumph ; 
without  it,  defeat— defeat  through  this  very  goodness  of  God. 

No  people  has  ever  yet  been  able  to  bear  prosperity.  No  nation 
has  ever  yet  been  richly  dowered  in  soil  and  climate  that  has  not 
fallen  through  the  very  gifts  that  ought  to  have  made  it  great. 
The  tendency  to  self-sufficiency  and  self-indulgence  is  too  strong. 
The  greater  the  power  and  the  enjoyment  to  be  gained,  the  greater 
is  the  desire  for  that  freedom  from  restraint  which  skepticism 
gives.  Hence  the  cry,  "  No  God."  Let  us  exclude  him,  and  the 
inheritance  shall  be  ours. 

Such  is  the  modern  skepticism.  How  shall  it  be  met  by  our 
associations  f 

It  is  to  be  met  by  them  just  as  it  would  be  by  an  individual  of 
good  common  sense :  and 

First.  We  are  not  to  be  afraid  of  it.  (Applause.)  We  are  to  divest 
ourselves  and,  if  possible,  free  others  from  any  impression  that  skep- 
ticism involves  superior  sagacity  or  strength  of  mind.  There  has 
been  an  assumption  of  this  on  the  part  of  skeptics  and  an  admission 
of  it  by  others  for  which  there  is  no  foundation.  Skepticism  may 
indicate  power,  but  never  the  highest  power,  either  in  kind  or  de- 
gree. It  may,  also,  and  more  often  does,  indicate  weakness.  The 
highest  form  of  power  is  in  affirmation  and  construction.  So  God 
intended.  The  greatest  men  have  always  been  builders.  But 
skepticism  is  negation.  Its  work  is  destructive ;  and  to  deuy,  to 
doubt,  to  object,  to  find  flaws,  to  destroy  any  thing  that  can  be  de- 
stroyed, is  comparatively  easy.  It  does  not  require  the  highest 
form  of  power,  and  is  a  kind  of  work  in  which  a  thoroughly 
healthy  and  robust  intellect  does  not  readily  engage.  Strength 
is  indicated  by  estimating  evidence  just  as  it  is/and  by  believing, 
doubting,  or  disbelieving,  according  to  that.  To  accept  as  evi- 
dence what  is  not  evidence  is  weak.  That  is  credulity.  Not  to 
recognize  as  evidence  that  which  is  evidence,  is  also  weak.  That 
is  skepticism ;  and  which  shows  the  greater  weakness  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say.  Credulity  is  often  from  indolence,  and  tends  to 
superstition.  Skepticism  is  often,  perhaps  most  often,  from  vanity, 
and  tends  to  conceit.  Strength  finds  the  rock  and  builds  upon  it. 
Second.  We  are  to  distinguish  between  facts  and  inferences. 
Much  of  what  is  called  science  is  mere  inference.  It  may  be 
the  inference  of  scientific  men,  but  it  oftens  happens  that  those 
most  reliable  in  observation  are  least  so  in  inference.  When  Dar- 
win states  the  fact  that  a  black  bear  was  seen  swimming  in  the 
northern  seas,  and  opening  his  mouth  to  catch  the  insects  on 
which  the  whale  feeds,  we  are  to  accept  the  fact ;  but  not  necessa- 
rily his  infereuce,  that  by  continuing  to  do  this  bears  might 
ultimately  become  aquatic  animals  and  as  monstrous  as  whales. 
When  he  observes  similarities  heretofore  unnoticed  between  man 
and  the  lower  animals,  we  may  accept  the  facts  without  adopting 
his  inference  that  the  progenito-  of  man  was  a  monkey — proba- 
bly an  African  monkey — and  more  remotely  a  low  aquatic  animal. 
Of  the  fact  that  the  Cardiff  giant  was  dug  up  in  the  State  of 


New- York  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  of  the  inference  from  that  fact 
by  a  distinguished  palaeontologist,  that  it  must  have  lain  there  at 

least  ten  thousand  years,  we  may  be  permitted  to  doubt. 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  here  that  we  are  to  be  careful  respect- 
ing our  own  inferences,  and  not  to  charge  men  with  holding 
facts  and  theories  incompatible  with  the  Bible  and  religion,  when 
they  are  not.  This  has  often  been  done,  and  the  past  is  strewn 
with  dead  issues  that  have  been  fought  over  with  fury,  but  are 
now  seen  to  have  had  no  relation  to  essential  truth. 

Third.  In  dealing  with  skepticism,  we  are  to  welcome  candidly 
and  fearlessly  all  truth,  and  to  respect  every  honest  doubt. 

On  the  first  part  of  this  proposition  enough  has  been  said,  nor 
need  I  enlarge  on  the  second.  In  the  mind  of  a  being  coming 
forward  as  man  does,  doubt  is  as  legitimate  as  the  uncertainty  of 
sight  in  the  twilight.  For  every  young  man  there  is  a  period  of 
doubt  as  he  comes  up  to  the  great  questions  of  all  time  and  be- 
gins to  wrestle  with  them.  This  is  a  critical  period.  It  is  not 
necessarily  skeptical  doubt,  but  the  doubt  of  ignorance  and  of 
inquiry.  He  is  willing  to  believe,  but  needs  sympathy  and  light. 
Give  him  these.  At  the  same  time  win  him  over  by  every  legiti- 
mate means  from  evil  associations  and  from  vice,  and  in  almost 
every  case  he  will  come  out  into  clear  vision.  Reproach  and  re- 
pression of  inquiry  will  have  an  opposite  effect. 

I  will  only  add  that  the  most  efficient  remedy  against  skepticism, 
which  young  men  connected  with  Christian  associations  can 
employ,  is  the  cultivation  and  exercise  by  themselves  of  the  very 
faith  they  wish  to  produce  in  others. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  great  law  that  likes  begets  like. 
Would  you  produce  kindness  in  others  1  Manifest  kindness  before 
them  and  to  them.  Would  you  produce  forbearance  T  Be  for- 
bearing. Would  you  produce  hostility?  Manifest  hostility.  And 
so,  would  you  produce  faith  in  others,  you  must  manifest  before 
them  and  toward  them  the  fruits  of  faith.  If  an  intellectual 
result  simply  were  aimed  at,  this  would  not  be  so ;  bnt  aiming  at 
a  practical  result,  nothing  can  be  substituted  for  this.  Without 
this,  there  mar  be  arrangements,  expenditures,  meetings,  address- 
es, but  the  work  will  be  superficial.  The  unleavened  mass, 
untouched  by  any  particle  with  the  true  leaven  in  it,  will  remain 
unchanged.  The  whole  secret  of  the  spread  of  Christianity  over 
the  world  is  in  this  figure  of  the  leaven.  It  is  fire  that  kindles 
fire  ;  love  that  kindles  love ;  Christianity  manifested  that  spreads 
Christianity.  Talent,  learning,  conviction  from  argument,  are 
well  in  their  places,  but  avail  little.  Belief  is  needed,  but  it  must 
be  in  the  form  of  trust.  It  must  be  belief  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
'fliere  must  be  in  it  the  acceptance  of  him  for  all  that  for  which  he 
offers  himself  to  us,  and  sympathy  with  him  in  all  that  he  proposes 
to  do.  In  such  a  belief  there  is  life;  and  in  life  there  is  power  ; 
and  in  the  instincts  of  all  life  there  is  practical  guidance.  Under 
such  inspiration  and  such  guidance,  which  will  be  really  that  of 
the  Spirit  of  God,  the  beet  forms  of  organization  and  of  effort  will 
be  readily  reached.  Money  will  not  be  wanting.  The  ministry 
will  be  sustained.  The  great  problem  of  lay  labor,  which  is  the 
problem  now  before  the  church,  will  be  solved.  Denominational 
lines  will  be  practically  obliterated  ;  and  the  pallid  and  protean 
form  of  skepticism  will  vanish  before  the  combined  power  of 
light  and  love. 

As  this  paper  is  to  be  made  the  basis  of  a  discussion,  it  may  be 
well  to  state  its  main  positions,  in  their  natural  order : 

First.  That  skepticism  is  not  the  natural  state  of  man  and  can 
confer  upon  him  no  positive  gooJ. 

Second.  That  truth  not  all  truth,  bnt  the  truth  is  vital  to  the 
well-being  of  man,  and  that  both  reason  and  the  Scriptures  teach 
that  it  is  so. 

Third.  That  truth  is  to  be  sought  earnestly  and  candidly,  but 
that  it  is  to  be  received  on  its  own  evidence  only  when  it  is  ration- 
al so  to  receive  it,  and  on  the  testimony  of  others  only  when  it  is 
rational  to  receive  that ;  and  that  reason  and  the  Scriptures  agree 
in  teaching  this. 

Fourth.  That  in  believing  on  a  person,  belief  gets  an  element  from 
the  will,  and  becomes  trust ;  that  the  person  offering  himself  to  be 
believed  on  may  be  in  such  relations  as  to  make  this  form  of  un- 
belief sinful ;  and  that  this  is  the  unbelief  most  strongly  condemn 
ed  in  the  Scriptures. 

Fifth.  That  if  we  separate  the  two  elements  of  belief  and  trust, 
skepticism  will  be  a  disbelief  of  those  truths  which  underlie  trust, 
and  without  that  is  impossible. 

Sixth.  That  this  skepticism  will  generally,  probably  always,  bt 
a  sin,  but  only  if  there  be  some  failure  In  meeting  the  conditions 
that  may  fairly  be  required  for  the  attainment  of  religious  troth. 

Seventh.  That  skepticism  is  always  one  in  substance,  but  pro- 
tean in  form,  and  that  from  its  association  with  physical  science 
it  now  presents  itself  with  peculiar  attractions  to  young  men. 

Eighth.  That  in  dealing  with  skepticism  we  are,  first,  not  to  fear 
it ;  it  has  strength,  bnt  there  is  something  stronger ;  second,  we  are 
to  discriminate  inferences  from  facts ;  third,  to  accept  all  truth, 
and  respect  every  honest  doubt ;  and  fourth,  to  be  ourselves  ex 
amples  of  that  living  faith  which  we  would  produce  in  others. 
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The  Convention  at  Indianapolis,  in  Jane,  1870,  "  Resolved, 
That,  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  associations,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  adding  to  its  list 
of  subscribers ;  and  that  they  should  not  be  content  until  it  em- 
braces a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  membership." 

The  Convention  at  Washington  in  May,  1871,  passed  the 
following : 

"  Wfiereas,  The  Association  Monthly,  the  organ  of  our  asso- 
ciations, as  the  exponent  to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  me. 
thods  of  operation,  as  a  means  of  educating  our  members  in  their 
duties,  and  as  a  bond  of  union  between  our  associations,  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work  ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  convention  hereby  reaffirm  tho  resolu- 
tions of  the  last  convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  direct 
that  its  publication  be  continued." 
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Will  subscribers  please  notify  us  at  this  office  promptly  of 
any  failure  in  the  deliver}'  of  their  papers  ?  Complaints  have  ac- 
cumulated and  grown  loud  often,  because  disappointed  subscri- 
bers have  from  month  to  month  delayed  informing  us,  or  have  re- 
sorted to  secretaries  or  other  third  parties.  Send  to  us  directly, 
and  we  will  promptly  make  every  effort  to  correct  our  mistakes 
or  yours. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY  BINDER. 

We  call  the  attention  of  our  subscribers,  and  specially  those  In 
charge  of  reading-rooms,  to  this  admirable  patent  self-binder,  with 
*ull  cloth  sides  and  neat  gilt  side-stamp,  manufactured  expressly 
for  the  Association  Monthly  by  Messrs.  Koch  St  Sons.  It  will 
be  furnished,  postage  prepaid,  to  any  person  on  receipt  of  $1. 
Address  R.  0.  Morse,  Association  Building,  cor.  4th  Avenue  and 
28d  Street,  New- York! 

The  Subscriptions  or  our  Friends  who  began  their  first 
year  of  the  Monthly  with  July  (1870)  in  order  to  secure,  free,  the 
papers  from  January  to  June,  1870,  expired  with  the  June  num- 
ber. Will  those  who  have  not  already  renewed  send  us  their 
subscriptions  promptly  during  the  present  month. 


PROVINCIAL  AND  STATE  CONVENTION& 

HOW   TO   MAKE   THEM   EFFICIENT — A   WORD    TO    OCR   CORRESPONDING 
MEMBERS. 

As  a  party  of  delegates  were  returning  from  Washington,  a 
prominent  and  active  member  of  one  of  our  Western  Associations 
remarked  that  while  large  international  conventions  awakened  a 
greater  interest  in  the  general  work,  he  was  persuaded  that  we 
must  look  to  our  State  and  Provincial  Convention!  for  a  far 
more  practical  impulse,  reaching  every  district  and  association. 
The  truth  of  this  remark  is  each  year  more  deeply  impressed 
upon  the  friends  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  We 
are  now  approaching  the  sea-son  of  these  important  gatherings. 
Before  this  paper  reaches  Halifax,  the  Convention  of  the  Lower 
Provinces  will  probably  have  assembled  there  and  adjourned. 
But  it  is  during  the  autumn  that  most  of  the  conventions  are 
called  together.  A  few  practical  words,  therefore,  about  the  way 
to  make  the  sessions  in  each  case  profitable  to  delegates  and  the 
associations  they  represent  will  be  timely. 

In  every  State  or  Province  the  work  of  the  associations  has  a 
complexion  and  features  of  its  own.  Certain  branches  of  effort 
have  been  cultivated  more  than  others.  Peculiar  dangers,  too, 
have  beset  tho  societies,  and  the  mistakes — fatal  in  some  cases— 
that  have  been  made  in  one  part  of  the  continent  are  often  un- 
heard of  in  another.  These  peculiar  symptoms  of  the  work  must 
certainly  be  well  known  and  apprehended  if  the  deliberations 
and  discussions  of  the  convention,  which  is  to  minister  to  then, 
are  to  prove  of  practical  importance. 

The  first  question  that  suggests  itself,  therefore,  is :  Bow  «» 
these  peculiarities  le  satisfactorily  ascertained  f 

The  corresponding  member,  or  executive  committee,  of  each 
State  or  Province  has  here  an  important  duty  to  perform.  Let 
them  send  out  long  before  the  month  of  the  convention  circu- 
lars to  every  association,  asking  in  what  departments  of  their 
work  they  have  met  the  most  success,  or  where  failure  has  dis- 
couraged them.  Employ  every  means  to  learn  why  particular 
organizations  have  ceased  to  exist ;  for  this  is  the  hardest  kind  of 
information  to  get  When  answers  have  been  returned,  the  cor- 
responding member  or  executive  committee,  by  the  careful  pe- 
rusal of  them,  become  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  and  encou- 
ragements peculiar  to  the  work  in  their  State. 

They  are  now  in  a  position  to  select  the  topics  for  the  conten- 
tion, and  to  am»nge  some  pertinent  inquiries  for  the  question- 
drawer.  They  are  also  helped  in  the  choice  of  speakers.  For 
in  the  places  where  the  associations  have  been  most  prosperous, 
some  one  will  be  found  who  can  tell  the  story  of  how  the  work 
was  done.  This  practical  information  will  meet  the  wants  of 
many  of  the  delegates  who  have  become  discouraged  by  mistakes 
made  in  the  societies  they  represent 

In  this  way  practical  topics,  treated  by  practical  men  and 
adapted  to  the  present  exigencies  of  the  work,  may  be  secured. 
It  requires  painstaking,  forecast,  and  long  preparation,  but  the 
result  will  abundantly  justify  these  efforts. 

Having  learned  the  features  of  the  work,  having  selected  the 
topics  for  discussion,  and  having  secured  for  each  topic  a  speaker 
who  has  practical  knowledge  of  his  theme,  it  remains  to  assemble 
the  delegates.  Representatives  from  the  most  active  societies 
who  will  aid  the  discussions  are  most  easily  reached  and  most 
likely  to  be  present  But  others  from  places  where  the  cause  is 
languishing  or  dead  often  and  naturally  need  to  be  invited  with 
special  urgency.  Care  should  be  taken,  too,  that  their  wants  and 
inquiries  come  more  prominently  before  the  convention.  We  ven- 
ture the  following  suggestion :  In  the  circular  calling  the  conven- 
tion and  announcing  the  topics,  let  the  request  be  made  that  each 
delegate  bring  with  him  a  question  relating  to  some  matter  ol 
practical  moment  in  the  work  of  his  association.  At  the  vert 
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opening  of  the  convention,  let  these  questions  be  called  for  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  who,  after  carefully  sifting  and  systematiz- 
ing them,  shall  select  suitable  persons  to  reply  to  the  most  im- 
portant and  arrange  with  the  business  committee  for  a  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  convention  to  bo  devoted  to  hearing  well-con- 
sidered answers. 

Preparations  of  this  sort,  all  designed  to  make  the  discussions 
of  the  convention  grow  out  of  a  knowledge  of  success  and  failure 
already  experienced,  will  give  to  the  feeblest  association  and  to 
those  most  ignorant  of  the  work  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of 
the  most  successful  workers  in  that  State  or  Province.  Still 
further  benefit  is  often  properly  sought  by  an  effort  to  secure  a 
speaker  from  another  section  of  the  country.  Select,  always,  one 
experienced  and  active  in  his  own  association.  Let  him  know 
beforehand  some  of  the  prominent  features  of  the  work  in  the 
State  or  Province,  and  he  will  be  ready  to  speak  to  the  point 
whon  he  appears  on  the  floor  of  the  convention. 

The  General  Executive  Committee  should  also  promptly  re- 
ceive similar  information,  that  their  representative  may  be  able 
to  participate  intelligently  in  the  discussions  of  the  delegates. 

All  preparations  are  inadequate  that  are  not  made  prayerfully. 
Early  in  their  communications  with  various  associations  con- 
cerning the  convention,  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  State  cor- 
responding member,  or  executive  committee,  to  appoint  a 
day  of  special  prayer  for  God's  blessing  on  the  associations  in  all 
their  arrangements  for  this  important  gathering  of  their  delegates, 
and  on  their  deliberations  when  assembled  in  convention  1 

STATE   AND   PROVINCIAL   CONVENTIONS. 

Name.  Place.  Tim*. 

Lower  Provinces Halifax,  N.S July  5. 

Ontario  and  Quebec. St  Catharine's,  Ont August  9  and  8. 

New-York Utlca September. 

New-Jersey ...Newark September. 

Maine Biddeford Sept.,  Oast  week.) 

New-Hampshire. Portsmouth October  8  and  4. 

Vermont Montpeller October  Hand  18. 

Massachusetts Northampton October  5  and  8. 

Rhode  Island Providence October  18  and  19. 

Connecticut Mystic October. 

Pennsylvania Erie September  19-14. 

Ohio Zanesville October  98. 

Michigan  Bast-Saglnaw Feb.,  (8d  week,)  "19. 

Wisconsin Whitewater November. 

Indianapolis March  98, 1879. 


THE  SECRETARIES'  ASSOCIATION. 

HOW   AND   WHY   IT  WAS  FORMED. 

A  large  number  of  delegates  to  the  Washington  Convention 
accepted  the  invitation  of  Governor  Cooke,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  spent  the  day  after  the  farewell  meeting  in  a  plea- 
sant excursion  up  the  Potomac  to  Mount  Vernon.  At  the  sug. 
gestion  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Brandt,  Secretary  of  the  Association  in  India- 
napolis, a  meeting  was  called  in  the  cabin  of  the  steamer,  com- 
posed of  the  paid  secretaries  or  officers  of  various  associations. 
More  than  a  dozen  of  our  most  vigorous  societies  were  repre- 
sented in  the  gathering. 

Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  Secretary  of  the  Association  in  New- York 
City,  was  called  to  preside.  The  time  was  chiefly  spent,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  chairman,  in  replying  to  the  question,  "  What 
relation  do  we  each  sustain  to  our  respective  associations  ?"  To 
this  the  brethren  in  turn  gave  a  full  and  partly  confidential 
reply. 

It  was  apparent  at  the  outset  that  this  chief  executive  office 
in  our  associations  is  not  yet  called  by  a  uniform  name.  In 
some  places  the  paid  and  responsible  officer  of  the  society  is 
called  the  superintendent,  and  in  others  the  corresponding  se- 
cretary, while  elsewhere  he  is  often  known  as  chaplain,  city 
missionary,  or  agent  Neither  of  these  titles  seemed  to  be  ap- 
propriate, and  there  was  a  unanimous  feeling  in  favor  of  the 
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name,  General  Secretary.  This  is  the  title  already  given  to  •**"' 
office  in  the  Washington  association.  It  was  suggested  that  our 
boards  of  directors  in  all  parts  of  the  country  be  recommended 
to  unite  in  the  adoption  of  this  name  as  the  one  to  be  uniformly 
given  to  that  salaried  officer  of  each  association  Those  time  Is 
secured  and  devoted  mainly  to  the  superintendence  and  manage- 
ment of  the  various  departments  of  the  work  carried  on  by  the 
organization. 

The  amount  of  time  given  by  each  to  the  association  was  also 
found  to  be  far  from  uniform.  Those  who  spent  most  of  their 
time  at  the  rooms  were  in  a  decided  minority.  The  importance 
of  the  secretary's  being  there  as  uninterruptedly  as  possible,  with 
his  desk  in  a  position  to  see  and  welcome  strangers,  was  urgently 
insisted  on.  Some  reported  that  much  of  their  time  was  taken 
up  in  collecting  money  and  attending  to  the  finances.  In  every 
such  case  the  secretary  was,  of  course,  seriously  crippled  in  his 
work  of  directly  influencing  young  men,  and  superintending  the 
committees  in  their  respective  departments. 

The  salarie*  ranged  from  $600  to  $3000,  the  majority  receiving 
between  $1000  and  $2000.  In  most  cases,  a  second,  and,  in  some, 
several  other  assistant  officers  or  employees  were  hired  and  paid 
by  the  association.  It  was,  found,  also  that  only  about  half  the 
brethren  were  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  in  their  respec- 
tive associations.  This  was  deemed  a  matter  to  be  regretted, 
even  though  in  most  instances  of  the  kind  the  secretary  met  and 
advised  with  the  directors. 

From  the  reports  it  was  evident  that,  though  the  details  of 
their  work  differed  widely,  they  each  held  the  executive  office  of 
the  association  they  served.  It  was  to  them  that  the  president, 
the  board,  and  the  committees  looked  for  the  word  of  practical 
information  and  counsel  that  could  have  chief  influence  in  shap- 
ing their  own  action.  It  was  also  evident  from  this  brief  inter- 
change of  views  and  experiences  that  much  could  be  gained  by 
each  from  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  work  performed  by 
the  others.  It  was  wisely  determined  to  form  a  secretaries'  as- 
sociation, for  mutual  consultation  in  their  common  work. 

The  society  will  meet  at  least  once  a  year,  during  the  sessions 
of  each  international  convention.  We  hope  and  believe  that 
these  meetings  will  result  in  a  more  accurate  definition  of  the 
office  and  work  of  those  who  hold  this  important  trust. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  the  Senior  Secretary,  who  for  fourteen 
years  has  held  that  position  in  the  Boston  Association,  was 
chosen  Permanent  President,  and  Alfred  Sandham,  of  Montreal, 
Permanent  Secretary. 

The  following  was  adopted  by  the  meeting : 

"  Retched,  That  corresponding  secretaries  be  instructed  to 
give  letters  of  mutual  introduction  to  each  of  their  members  and 
others  as  may  apply  for  them,  setting  forth  such  facts  as  may  be 
important  for  the  association  receiving  them  to  know." 

The  resolution  was  transmitted  as  a  suggestion  of  the  meeting 
to  the  General  Executive  Committee. 


The  Fifth  Annual  Convention  or  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  or  thh 
Lower  Provinces  is  already  announced,  by  circular  from  its 
executive  committee,  to  meet  in  Halifax,  N.  S.,  on  the  sixth  of 
July. 

The  basis  of  representation  from  associations,  as  fixed  by  the 
convention,  is  three  delegates  for  fifty  members  and  under,  and 
one  delegate  for  every  additional  fifty  members  or  fraction  of  that 
number. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  reportsjrotn  associations,  the  commit- 
tee propose  for  discussion  the  following  subjects : 

1.  God's  word— How  shall  it  be  studied,  and  how  shall  the 
study  of  it  be  promoted  in  our  associations  ? 

2.  Young  men  in  business — What  are  their  temptations,  and 
how  shall  they  be  resisted  f 
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3.  What  are  the  religious  wants  of  the  Provinces,  and  what 
can  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  do  that  they  are  not 
now  doing  to  meet  those  wants  ? 

4.  Street-preaching,  Sabbath-schools,  Bible-classes,  and  cot- 
tage-meetings, as  fields  of  usefulness  open  to  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian associations. 

6.  The  duty  of  employers  to  young  men. 
The  executive  committee  requests  the  associations  to  instruct 
their  delegates  on  the  following  points  : 

1.  The  amount  of  contribution  from  each  association  to  the 
expenses  of  the  executive  committee  incurred  in  arrangements 
for  the  convention,  publishing  the  report,  etc.,  etc. 

2.  The  number  of  Reports  of  Proceedings  of  the  Fifth  Annual 
Convention  to  be  subscribed  for. 

8.  The  number  of  copies  of  the  Association  Monthly  that 
tho  several  associations  will  subscribe  for. 


The  Military  Post  Library  Association,  organized  in  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  army,  is  doing  an  admirable  work  in 
distributing  excellent  reading  among  the  85,000  soldiers  of  our 
army,  located  at  more  than  800  military  posts.  Many  of  these 
are  in  places  where  books  or  newspapers  are  inaccessible  to  the 
troops.  During  the  last  year,  some  60,000  copies  of  well-select- 
ed periodicals,  and  15,000  publications,  besides  many  tracts,  were 
distributed.  At  a  large  number  of  the  posts  substantial  aid  has 
been  given  in  the  establishment  of  libraries  and  reading-rooms. 
Any  officer  or  soldier  can  receive  for  himself,  on  application  to 
this  society,  a  Bible,  Testament,  or  prayer-book,  or  a  monthly 
religious  paper  for  one  year. 

All  who  desire  to  make  a  good  use  of  papers,  periodicals,  or 
books,  which  may  with  them  have  outlived  their  usefulness, 
would  do  well  to  send  them  to  the  efficient  Secretary  of  this  As- 
sociation, No.  68  Broadway. 

Among  the  vice-presidents  giving  hearty  indorsement  to  this 
excellent  work  we  notice  the  names  of  Generals  Grant,  Sher- 
man, Meade,  Hancock,  and  Howard. 


The  Sixteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.,  has  lately  been  neatly  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 
It  contains  full  reports  of  the  committees  on  library,  mission 
schools,  monthly,  weekly,  and  daily  prayer-meetings,  prison  in- 
struction, street-preaching,  and  alms-house  instruction.  Good, 
vigorous  work  has  been  done  by  all.  The  expenses  of  the  year 
have  been  $752,  and  the  receipts  a  few  dollars  more,  exclusive  of 
the  liberal  donation  of  Mr.  H.  McCormick,  who  gave  $1000  for  the 
handsome  fitting  of  the  rooms  of  the  association.  The  summary 
report  of  the  President,  Mr.  8.  K.  Dietrick,  is  full  of  encourage- 
ment. More  than  500  religious  meetings  have  been  convened  by 
the  various  committees,  and  have  been  fruitful  in  good.  The  new 
year  opens  with  them  very  promisingly.  Besides  the  above-named 
committees  there  are  others  on  lectures,  statistics,  ways  and  means, 
visitation  of  the  sick,  all  actively  at  work. 

Two  new  committees  were  appointed  for  the  ensuing  year — one 
on  temperance  and  one  on  cottage  meetings. 


Every  Y.  M.  C.  A.  can  at  once  bsoin  a  Bcildino-Fund, 
as  our  members  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  did  years  ago.  Slowly  and 
patiently  by  subscriptions,  many  of  them  small,  and  to  be  paid 
in  yet  smaller  annual  installments,  they  had  accumulated  a  year 
ago  $12,000.  This  "  original  building-fund,"  says  the  president 
in  his  late  annual  report,  "  was  the  first  step,  and  had  it  not  been 
taken,  the  present  happy  result  would  never  have  been  realized." 
This  "  happy  result"  is  a  building-lot  worth  more  than  $25,000, 
purchased  free  of  debt  during  the  past  year.  This  shining  exam- 
ple should  and  will  be  widely  imitated. 


Jfntibenis  from  %  ^ragtr-ptctting. 

From  Corresponding  Member*  of  our  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  officers  oT 
the  Associations,  and  from  all  Interested  In  our  dally  or  weekly  prayer-meetings,  we  wlU 
welcome  for  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring  or  narrated  In  any  of  these 
meetings. 

A  n  Interesting  Letter.  The  following  letter  was  received 
and  read  at  the  rooms  in  Pittsburg : 

"  Pittsburg,  February  20, 1871. 

"The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  done  much  for 
me.  Last  summer  when  I  was  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  I  went  out  one 
Sunday  afternoon  to  see  the  beautiful  lake,  and  there,  to  my  sur- 
prise, were  members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  just  about  to  commence 
their  service.  One  gentleman  handed  me  a  hymn-book,  and  in- 
vited me  nearer  the  speaker  to  help  them  sing.  There  must  be 
some  reality  in  religion,  I  thought,  or  those  people  would  not  take 
so  much  trouble  as  they  do  to  save  the  souls  of  men.  When  I 
came  back  to  Pittsburg,  I  had  an  attack  of  sickness.  As  soon  as 
I  was  able  to  go  out  again  I  went  to  your  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  after 
some  months  joined  you,  all  the  time  keeping  a  strict  watch  over 
some  of  my  Christian  advisers.  I  took  a  friend  of  mine  to  the 
rooms  several  times.  I  saw  him  look  at  me  very  earnestly ;  he 
told  me  he  was  resolved  to  do  better,  and  soon  after  he  united  with 
Smithfield  church.  When  he  turned  to  me,  he  said  it  was  strange 
I  could  give  such  good  advice  and  not  be  a  member  of  the  church 
myself.  I  thank  God !  I  started  two  weeks  ago  to-night,  and  havo 
found  Jesus  precious  to  my  soul.  I  am  on  my  way  to  Alton ;  I 
may  never  see  many  of  you  on  earth,  but  I  hope  to  meet  all  of  you 
in  heaven." 


Rescued  from  the  Oaming-TaMe.  A  professional  gam- 
bler who  had  been  roving  for  three  years  away  from  his  family, 
spending  his  days  and  nights  in  dissipation,  became  a  regular 
visitor  in  our  amusement  rooms ;  thence  he  went  to  the  reading- 
room  and  social  prayer  circle  ;  he  was  interested,  convinced  of  his 
sins,  and  converted.  When  he  gave  his  heart  to  Jesus,  affection 
for  his  wife  and  children  returned.  First,  he  wanted  employment, 
that  he  might  provide  for  them  ;  that  being  secured,  he  saved  his 
earnings,  spent  his  evenings  with  us,  and  in  a  few  months  was 
able  to  send  for  his  family,  and  to-day  they  are  happily  united, 
living  in  this  city,  and  members  of  a  Presbyterian  church.  They 
are  regular  in  their  attendance  on  our  Saturday  and  Sunday  even* 
ing  services ;  and  it  would  make  glad  the  heart  of  any  one  to  hear 
this  reformed  man  tell  what  the  association  has  done  for  him,  and 
has  been  instrumental  in  leading  other  young  men  into  the  Chris- 
tian path. 

[Y.  M.  O.  A.  Dally  Prayer-Meeting,  Otadnnatt,  O. 


Won  by  an  Act  of  Courtesy.  We  furnish  writing-paper 
and  envelopes  free  to  those  unable  to  supply  themselves,  and  who 
wish  to  write  letters  to  their  friends.  A  young  man  came  into  our 
rooms  one  day  and  applied  for  writing  materials ;  and  having 
written  a  letter  to  his  mother,  was  about  to  leave  for  the  post-offico 
when  the  usual  invitation  was  given  to  attend  the  Noonday  Prayer 
meeting.  Inasmuch  as  he  had  received  a  benefit  from  the  associa- 
tion in  the  shape  of  necessary  articles  for  writing,  he  felt,  as  he 
afterward  said,  that  it  was  but  courtesy  for  him  to  remain  and 
attend  the  meeting.  He  did  bo,  was  impressed  by  a  prayer  offered 
for  the  stranger  and  the  friendless,  sought  and  found  the  Saviour, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  church  of  Christ. . 


Sobered  and  Cared  for.  "  In  November  last,  a  young  man, 
well  dressed,  but  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  entered  our  rooms 
and  said  that  he  had  seen  a  notice  of  the  noon-day  prayer-meetings, 
and  that  he  desired  to  put  himself  under  Christian  influence,  and 
handed  the  superintendent  a  roll  of  bills  containing  over  $200. 
He  was  cared  for  by  one  of  our  members,  (a  physician,)  and  after 
recovering,  work  was  secured  for  him,  and  he  is  now  leading  a 
sober  life,  and  is  a  regular  attendant  at  our  devotional  meetings." 

[Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Cleveland,  O. 
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OF  THE  WASHINGTON  CONTENTION. 


Tub  following  questions,  asked  and  answered  on  the  floor  of  the 
Washington  Convention,  will  be  read  with  interest : 

I  Question. — How  s7iall  the  business  meetings  of  our  associations  he 
conducted  so  as  to  secure  the  attendance  and  interest  of  our  mem- 
bership f 

Answer,  requested  from  A.  R.  Foote,  St.  Louis. — Our  manner  of 
conducting  our  meetings  is  to  transact  our  business  in  executive 
committee.  We  call  the  committee ;  give  as  many  days'  notice 
as  possible,  always  stating  precisely  what  we  want  to  do ;  then  we 
do  it.  (Applause.)  Our  committee  is  made  up  of  business  men 
who  have  not  much  time  to  waste  on  trifling  subjects,  and  we 
never  call  them  except  for  things  that  are  of  importance.  The 
result  of  this  has  been  that  our  executive  board  meetings  are 
always  full  and  interesting,  and  the  business  we  want  transacted 
is  done  promptly.  I  may  say  we  found  that  the  transaction  of 
business  by  a  large  board,  in  monthly  meetings,  was  exceedingly 
dull  and  uninteresting,  and  had  a  tendency  to  keep  people  away. 

Question. — Does  the  association  confirm  the  business  done  by  the 
executive  committee,  or  does  the  executive  committee  do  the  business, 
and  the  association  have  no  voice  in  the  matter  t 

Answer. — The  executive  committee  do  the  business  of  the  asso- 
ciation. We  have  two  boards,  the  advisory  and  the  executive 
boards.  The  executive  board  is  composed  of  fifteen  members,  who 
are  elected  by  the  association  for  one  year. 

Question  by  R.  R.  McBurney. — I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
.  gentleman  about  the  work  of  the  committees  of  the  association  ;  for 
instance,  the  committees  on  devotional  meetings,  churches,  and  visita- 
tion of  tlie  sick.  Do  they  report  to  tfte  monthly  meetings  of  the 
work  done t 

Answer. — The  standing  committees  of  the  association  report  to 
the  executive  board,  and  the  secretary  of  the  association  keeps  a 
minute  of  all  these  reports,  and  reads  them  on  the  call  of  any 
member  of  the  association. 

Question. —  What  is  the  basis  of  the  representation  in  the  executive 
board  t 

Answer. — We  have  one  member  from  each  church.  Not  from 
each  denomination,  but  from  each  church.  The  member  is  no- 
minated by  the  clergyman  of  the  church,  and  confirmed  by  the 
association. 

Question. — So  that  tlie  members  of  the  association  have  no  hand 
whatever  in  selecting  the  board  T 

Answer. — Any  member  of  the  association  has  the  right  to  no- 
minate, but  we  first  ask  the  pastor  to  nominate  or  recommend 
some  one.  We  do  not  feel  bound  to  act  upon  the  nomination  by 
the  pastor.  We  have  never  had  any  difficulty  with  the  plan  since 
it  was  organized,  this  spring. 

Question. — What  is  the  character  of  your  monthly  meetings  f 

Answer. — Our  monthly  meetings  are  attended  by  people,  on  the 
invitation  of  members — a  general  invitation.  The  exercises  con- 
sist of  religious  and  devotional  services.  Addresses  are  given  by 
members  of  the  association,  and  sometimes  we  hr.ve  a  musical  en- 
tertainment. The  executive  board  decide  the  character  of  the 
monthly  meetings,  from  one  month  to  another. 

Question. — Is  the  action  of  your  committee  on  business  matters 
■final,  or  do  they  report  to  the  association,  giving  the  association  the 
opportunity  to  reverse  any  action  you  take  ? 

Answer. — The  action  of  the  executive  board  is  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  association.  On  the  complaint  of  a  member  any 
action  of  the  board  can  be  brought  before  the  association.  Five 
constitute  a  quorum,  and  we  never  fail  to  have  a  quorum.  Our 
plan  is  to  make  our  monthly  meetings  as  interesting  as  possible. 

II.  Question.— How  do  you  get  your  committees  to  work. 

Answr.  requested  from  B.  R.  McBurney. — By  giving  them  a 


good  deal  to  do,  and  explaining  to  them  how  to  do  it.     (Ap- 
plause.) 

III.  Question.— How  are  State  crusades  conducted,  and  with  what 
results  t 

Answered  by  K.  A.  BurneU.—M  the  convention  last  fall,  of  the 
associations  of  Ohio,  it  was  determined  to  have  a  two  months' 
campaign.  The  brethren  took  hold  of  it  earnestly  and  kept  It  up  ; 
some  from  Cleveland,  and  some  from  Cincinnati.  In  60  days  wo 
visited  85  towns,  preaching  to  1500  people  or  more  at  each  town 
Eleven  different  persons  went  to  nine  different  places.  We  went 
in  parties  of  three  persons  to  each  place  visited — so  there  were  70 
or  80  different  workers  personally  interested  in  the  campaign- 
We  had  open-air  services  and  all  kinds  of  work  in  each  place.  In 
Ohio  we  were  welcomed  by  the  ministers  with  gladness,  with  two 
or  three  exceptions,  and  these  were  just  enough  to  give  spice,  and 
stir,  and  make  us  look  up.  We  made  a  flying  visit  through  Penn- 
sylvania, with  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree.  We  visited  in  26  days,  16  places, 
some  of  them  small  towns,  and  I  never  was  more  cheered  than  at 
some  of  these  last-named  places.  The  small  towns  aTe  doing  the 
best  work.  We  visited  and  preached  to  ovor  30  or  40,000  people. 
Two  towns  raised  $500  each  for  building  halls.  In  one  place  two 
of  our  brethren  laid  down  $6.25,  to  go  to  the  bank  before  the  sun 
went  down,  for  a  nucleus  toward  building  a  hall.  Another  result 
has  been  manifest  in  the  wonderful  intensifying  of  religious  in- 
terest in  individuals. 

IV.  Question. — Is  it  proper  for  delegates  to  leave  for  their  homes  on 
Sabbath  evening  f 

Answered  by  John  S.  Maclean. — No  I  President  Wanamaker 
added  :  Nor  on  Saturday  evening  either.    (Laughter.) 

V.  Question. — What  shall  we  do  with  people  wJto  persistently  in- 
dulge in  long  prayers  f 

Answered  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons.— Never  give  them  a 
chance  to  pray,  except  in  private. 

VI.  Question.— How  does  the  Dayton  (Ohio)  Association  conduct 
Railroad  Sabbath-Schools  t 

Answered  by  'tlie  Rev.  J.  Van  Horn.— This  Railroad  Mission 
School  is  conducted  In  passenger-cars,  switched  off  on  side  tracks, 
and  furnished  by  one  of  the  railroads  centering  in  our  city.  Two 
or  three  cars  are  run  alongside  of  each  other,  and  the  children  can 
sing  and  be  heard  through  them  all.  The  way  the  cars  are  filled 
up  is  by  persons  going  out  and  inviting  the  boys  of  the  streets  to 
come  in.  We  call  it  the  Railroad  Sunday-School.  The  children 
are  able  to  sing  in  concert,  because  of  the  contiguity  of  the  coaches. 
The  meetings  are  held  one  hour.  The  singing  is  very  spirited  and 
is  conducted  by  persons  in  each  car.  It  has  been  very  successful, 
and  soon  we  hope  to  build  a  mission  honso  near  the  railroad. 

VII.  Question.— How  sliaU  we  enlist  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  our 
pastors  t 

Answered  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons. — That  question  is  a  very 
important  one,  I  think.  I  believe  that  the  pastors  can  be  inter- 
ested in  the  Christian  Associations.  I  don't  believe  that  there  is 
one  association  in  this  country,  or  in  the  provinces,  that  has  not 
the  power  to  go  to  the  minister  or  pastor  of  the  church,  and  show 
them  the  work  and  enlist  them  in  it  in  some  way  as  co-workers. 
Work  heartily !  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  utterance,  that  they 
oppose  the  association,  and  will  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it. 
I  think  it  results  because  they  have  not  been  approached  in  the 
right  way.  In  general,  every  Christian  minister,  if  he  loves  the 
cause  of  Jesus  Christ,  must  love  to  assist  every  working  Christian 
association.  I  believe  that  will  be  demonstrated  by  the  brethren 
present.  I  have  always  loved  tho  organization,  although  unable 
to  be  in  at  their  meetings  for  months  through  other  duties.  But 
I  always  say,  God-speed  to  the  association. 

Question. — Is  it  not  possible  for  eadi  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  to  put  themselves  in  such  a  way  before  each  community 
in  whicli  they  exist,  that  ministers  of  the  Qospel  can  not  afford  to 
stay  away  t 

Answer. — I  think  so.  

TO  El  COKTlNfjaU. 
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NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

'For  this  department  we  aak  contribution*  from  the  brethren  la  all  oar 
Associations.  Items  upon  the  following,  sad  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially 
welcome : 

1.  New  features  in  the  work. 

J.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
t2£f~  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  our  office  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  in  which  such  number  appears. 

ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 
We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Albany,  N.  T.,  Commercial  Bank  Building.  Nashua,  N.  H.,  Fisher's  Block,  Main  St. 

Baltimore,  Mil.,  ICO  W.  Baltimore  St.  Newark,  N.  J.,  273  Broad  St. 

Bellefonte,  Pa,  Bush's  Arcade.  New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  54  Church  St. 

BoUilehciu,  Fa.,  Main  St.  New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  SI*. 
Boston.  Mass..  Trcmont  St.  New-Orleans,  La.,  63  Camp  St. 

Brooklyn,  5. 1.,  80  and  Si  Fultoo  Ave.  New- York,  Fourth  Ave.  &  Twenty-third  St. 

Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St.  Omaha,  Xeb.,  Twelfth  St. 

Buffalo,  N".  Y.,  319  Main  St .  Philadelphia,  1510  Chestnut  St. 

Chicago,  111.,  Farwell  Hall.  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Perm.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  303  Vine  St.  Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Casco  Sts. 

Cleveland,  O.,  7»  Public  Square.  Portsmouth,  N.  H„  Congress  St. 

Columbia,  S.  C,  National  Bank  Building.  Pouzhkeepslc,  N.  Y„  Main  and  Market  Sts. 

Dayton,  O.,  29  North  Main  St.  Roibury,  Mass.,  1806  Washington  St. 

Detroit,  13  and  18  Merrill  Block.  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  333  Sutter  St. 

Halifax.  N.  S.,  183  Hollls  St.  Scranton,  Pa.,  334  I.ackawanna  Ave. 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  33  King  St.,  East.  Selms,  Ala,  48  Broad  St. 

Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  College  block.  8t.  Catharine's,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  A  Ontario  Sts. 

Hartford,  Cl„  (W.  C.  A.,)  31  Pearl  St.  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  300  North  Firth  St. 

IndUnapollr,  Ind.,  Penna.  Market  St.  Tidioute,  Pa.,  Main  4s  Depot  Sts. 

Janesville,  Wis.,  K.  Milwaukee  St.  Toledo,  O.,  18  Hartford  Block. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Mcrrlmac  Sts.  Toronto,  Ont.,  34  King  St.,  East. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St,  uear  Central  Ave.  Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 

Madison,  Wis.,  Pinckncy  St.  Worcester,  Mass.,  Chapln's  Block,  Pearl  St. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  over  Post  Office.  Zanesvlllc,  0„  136  Main  St. 
Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts. 
ABROAD. 

Dublin,  Ireland,  M  Upper  Saekvllle  St.  London,  1«3  Aldersgate  St. 

Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 

Liverpool,  44  Renshaw  St.  Paris,  France,  100  Rue  Montmartrc. 


Suppressing  Vice  and  Promoting  Good  Morals  at 
Saratoga  Springs.  The  Voice  of  the  People.  Last 
summer,  a  particularly  bold  attempt  was  made,  in  open  defiance 
of  the  law,  to  establish  a  palatial  gambling-house  at  Saratoga 
Springs.  John  Morrissey's  gambling  saloon  or  hotel  became  the 
talk  of  the  fashionable  world.  With  the  indifference  too  common 
in  such  matters  among  American  citizens,  the  public  merely  talked 
and  wondered.  Toward  the  close  of  the  season,  however,  a  vigo- 
rous effort  toward  enforcing  the  law  suppressing  such  houses  was 
made  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  It  was  so  far  successful  that  several  gam- 
bling establishments  were  closed,  and  among  them  the  one  belong- 
ing to  John  Morrissey.  The  trial  of  this  case  has  met  with  more 
than  the  ordinary  "  law's  delay,"  the  official  papers  concerning  it 
having  long  ago  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury. 

Further  popular  agitation  was  therefore  wisely  resorted  to.  A 
call  for  a  citizens'  meeting  was  issued,  signed  by  the  most  respect- 
able residents  of  Saratoga.  An  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held 
April  4th.  Hon.  J.  C.  Hulbert  was  chosen  Chairman.  Dr.  S.  E. 
Strong,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. ;  Gen.  G.  S.  Batcheller ;  Gen. 
W.  B.  French,  the  District-Attorney ;  Hon.  A.  Pond,  and  Judge 
Lester  made  vigorous  speeches,  urging  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws  in  suppressing  gambling,  intemperance,  and  prostitution  at 
this  famous  and  fashionable  summer  resort. 

The  district-attorney  sketched  briefly  and  intelligibly  the  legal 
steps  necessary  to  close  up  unlicensed  grog-shops,  gambling-hells, 
and  houses  of  ill-fame.  The  leasing  of  property  for  such  purposes 
by  professedly  Christian  people  was  righteously  denounced.  The 
demand  for  a  rigid  and  law-abiding  popular  sentiment  on  tlifa 
whole  subject  was  eloquently  made. 

A  small  paper,  entitled  The  Voice  of  the  People,  has  been  pub- 


ssociations. 

lished  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Saratoga,  giving  a  full  account  of  thin 
important  meeting,  and  of  the  timely  speeches  made.  All  the 
brethren  engaged  or  interested  in  a  similar  work  in  their  own 
localities  would  do  well  to  secure  and  examine  this  report  Ame- 
rican Christian  citizens  everywhere  need  to  be  stimulated  to  simi- 
lar activity  in  opposing  the  civil,  social,  and  political  evils  that  ue 
coming  in  upon  and  over  us  like  a  flood. 

In  their  religwut  teork,  our  members  in  Saratoga  have  a  good 
record.  A  daily  morning  prayer  meeting,  under  their  auspices,  is 
well  sustained  during  the  summer  season.  The  attendance  is  often 
very  large.  We  would  urge  the  brethren  to  a  new  and  special 
fidelity  in  this  branch  of  the  work.  As  members  of  Chrittian  as- 
sociations, we  are  called  upon  everywhere  and  at  all  times  to  keep 
our  religious  work  prominent.  To  lead  young  men  to  Christ  is  our 
foremost  duty.  As  we  emphasize  and  discharge  this,  we  shall  re- 
ceive the  Lord's  blessing  in  all  other  necessary,  useful,  and  benefi- 
cent branches  of  our  work. 

A  Delegate  Improving  his  Time  and  Opportunity. 

One  of  the  delegates  to  the  Washington  Convention,  from  • 
small  Western  town,  sends  some  instructive  incidents  from  bin 
note-book.  One  of  these  tells  how  a  young  merchant  from  the 
West,  on  his  way  to  the  convention,  held  a  cottage  prayer-meeting 
in  New. York  City  : 

"  One  week  ago  this  evening,  I  happened  in  a  store  in  New-Tort, 
and  found,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  that  the  merchant  was  an 
infidel.  We  talked  some  time  on  the  subject  of  religion.  There 
was  an  old  lady  in  the  store,  who  kept  drawing  closer  to  us  as  we 
conversed.  In  a  few  moments,  another  customer  called  the  mer- 
chant away,  and  the  old  lady  by  this  time  was  at  my  side.  I  had 
some  tracts  in  my  hand,  and  on  her  accepting  one,  I  asked  her  if 
she  was  a  Christian.  She  said  she  was  not ;  but  that  all  her  family 
but  herself  were  Christians,  and  that  she  would  like  to  be  one. 
She  had  lived  for  over  forty  years  a  stranger  to  hope  in  Christ.  I 
tried  to  point  her  to  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  km 
of  the  world,  and  left  her.  This  happened  on  Saturday  afternoon' 
and,  as  I  had  business  with  the  merchant  on  Monday,  I  called,  and 
he  told  me  the  old  lady  had  been  there  in  the  morning  and  re- 
quested him,  if  I  called,  to  send  me  to  her  house,  about  five  blotai 
away,  in  a  forlorn  district  of  the  city.  I  hesitated  about  going. 
My  time  was  short,  and  business  was  pressing.  The  infidel  looked 
at  me  and  laughed.  Something  within  kept  telling  me  to  go. 
I  lifted  my  heart  to  Jesus  in  silent  prayer,  and  determined  to  go. 
Before  I  reached  the  house,  the  old  lady  met  me.  I  told  her  bow 
glad  I  was  to  see  her ;  but  that  I  was  sorry  that  I  only  had  a  few 
moments  to  spare.  So  she  hurried  me  up  to  see  her  husband,  who, 
she  said,  had  been  confined  to  his  room  for  three  years,  and  bad 
been  sick  for  seven  years.  No  one  had  come  to  speak  to  them  of 
the  Saviour.  I  tried  to  preach  Christ  to  them.  Opening  the  Bible, 
my  eye  fell  on  the  account  of  the  healing  of  the  impotent  man  by 
Jesus.  After  reading  the  story,  I  rose  to  go.  The  old  lady  ask- 
ing me,  1  prayed  with  them.  I  left  them  in  tears.  I  pray  for  then 
every  day,  and  I  hope  some  of  our  members  in  New- York  will  see' 
them  out  and  carry  on  the  good  work.  During  my  trip  to  Wash- 
ington, I  Improved  a  number  of  opportunities  to  speak  a  word  in 
the  cars.  In  this  way  I  conversed  with  three  on  the  road  going 
to  the  convention,  and  with  three  more  on  my  return.  All  re- 
ceived me  very  kindly,  and  thanked  me  as  we  parted.  A  deleg»w 
from  another  association  was  on  the  train,  and  we  were  talking  abort 
speaking  to  men  on  the  subject  of  religion.  I  told  him  it  ought 
to  be  very  easy  if  we  loved  our  Lord  and  sought  to  please  him.  ' 
wanted  him  to  go  and  speak  to  a  man  who  sat  a  few  seats  in  front 
of  us.  He  replied  that  he  would  sooner  give  ten  dollars  than  do 
such  a  tiling.  So  I  went  and  spoke  to  the  young  man.  Afta 
talking  about  business,  I  spoke  about  the  Saviour,  and  handed  bin 
a  tract,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  read  it.  He  told  me  he  wtf 
always  glad  to  read  any  thing  of  that  kind,  and  was  glad  that  1 
had  opened  the  subject.  A  Young  Merchant." 
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JTews  of  Associations. 


The  Chain  of  Conventions  in  Pennsylvania. 
Interesting  Meetings.  We  gave  in  the  May  Monthly  an 
account  of  the  first  three  meetings  at  Burgettstown,  Uniontown, 
and  Johnstown,  of  the  series  or  chain  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Conventions 
held  in  Pennsylvania  for  a  month  previous  to  the  Washington 
Convention.  A  correspondent  of  the  Pittsburg  Evening  Chro- 
nicle makes  the  following  mention  of  subsequent  conventions : 

"  Interesting  meetings  were  held  in  Mercer  for  two  days,  (May 
4th  and  5th.)  The  association  in  that  place,  under  the  presidency 
of  R.  M.  J.  Zahnizer,  is  one  of  the  most  active  in  the  State,  and 
has  resulted  in  a  vast  amount  of  good.  It  has  carried  on  all  the 
ordinary  meetings,  and  done  the  usual  work  of  associations,  and 
in  addition  conducted  several  meetings  each  week  in  the  jail,  alms- 
house, and  the  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home.  Many  of  the  most  pro- 
minent and  talented  young  men  in  the  place  are  earnestly  engaged 
in  the  work. 

"  Erie  was  the  next  point,  and  two  days  were  spent  very  plea- 
santly. The  meetings  were  of  unusual  interest.  The  ministers 
of  the  place  (as  they  have  done  everywhere)  evinced  a  deep  inte- 
rest in  the  work,  and  added  much  to  the  profit  of  the  meetings. 
On  Sunday  evening,  $1000  were  raised  for  the  general  work  of  the 
association.  C.  C.  Shirk,  of  Erie,  a  member  of  the  State  Execu- 
tive Committee,  joined  the  delegation  and  accompanied  it  to  War- 
ren. The  most  interesting  meeting  in  Warren  (visited  May  8th 
and  9th)  was  a  children's  meeting,  where  all  the  children  were 
gathered  in  from  the  public  schools,  and  were  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Buruell  and  Morrow. 

"At  Bellefonte,  also,  (May  10th  and  11th,)  a  large  children's  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  Sunday-school  Wigwam,  a  building  admirably 
suited  for  the  purpose.  On  Friday  morning,  (May  11th,)  Mr.  Bur- 
nell  addressed  a  woman's  meeting,  in  a  practical  way,  on  '  Wo- 
men's Work.'  The  meeting  closing  but  a  few  minutes  before  the 
train  left  for  Williamsport.  In  the  afternoon,  a  meeting  was  held 
in  Williamsport,  after  which  the  delegation  met  and  spent  some 
time  socially  with  some  dozen  or  more  ministers  of  the  city,  at  the 
home  of  John  I.  Berry,  the  President  of  the  Association.  At  seven 
o'clock,  an  open-air  meeting  was  held  with  a  large  crowd  in  front 
of  the  court-house,  followed  by  a  meeting  in  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

"  Saturday  and  Sunday  (May  13th  and  18th)  were  spent  in  Ta- 
inaqua,  a  thriving  town  of  6000  inhabitants,  right  in  the  midst  of 
the  anthracite  coal  region  of  Pennsylvania.  The  association  here 
is  a  new  one,  and  has  so  far  attempted  to  do  but  little.  It  has 
the  support  of  some  half  a  dozen  evangelical  churches  and  pastors, 
and  a  most  efficient  corps  of  young  Christian  men  and  women. 
The  work  has  not  been  properly  understood  here ;  but  we  hope  for 
an  efficient  organization,  as  the  field  is  a  most  important  one,  and 
the  members  of  the  association  are  in  earnest.  Saturday  afternoon 
a  promise-meeting  was  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  in  the 
evening  a  large  meeting  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Presi- 
dent Lincawcaver  presiding.  Sunday  morning,  we  visited  the 
Episcopal  Sunday-school,  after  which  Messrs.  Buruell  and  Sankey 
conducted  the  services  at  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  Mr.  Mor- 
row and  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  Evan- 
gelical church,  most  of  the  other  churches  being  closed.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  Sunday-schools  were 
visited,  followed  by  a  children's  meeting  in  the  grove,  a  beautiful 
place  owned  by  the  town  and  admirably  suited  for  the  purpose. 
There  was  a  crowd,  numbering  perhaps  a  thousand,  who  stood 
during  a  meeting  of  over  an  hour.  In  the  evening,  another  large 
open-air  meeting  was  held,  followed  by  mass  meetings  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  and  Primitive  churches,  each  of  which  was 
addressed  by  all  the  members  of  the  delegation." 

We  hope  to  record,  next  month,  some  of  the  benefits  flowing 
from  these  conventions. 


In  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  at  their  last  monthly 
meeting,  voted  in  favor  of  opening  their  rooms  every  evening,  (here- 


tofore  they  had  been  open  but  one  evening  in  each  week.)  The 
additional  expense  of  the  new  arrangement  will  amount  to  $150. 
At  this  meeting  the  association  listened  attentively  for  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  an  interesting  report  of  the  late  convention  at  Wash- 
ington, submitted  by  Mr.  W.  Q.  Benedict,  one  of  their  delegates  to 
that  assembly. 

A  Year's  Work  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  fifth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Minneapolis  was  held  May 
17th.  The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been  $1584,  and  the  receipts 
exceed  this  sum  by  $99.81. 

The  annual  address  by  Professor  W.  O.  Hiskey,  the  retiring  pre- 
sident, was  very  encouraging.  He  enumerated  the  following 
agencies,  employed  by  tht  association  :  1.  The  reading-room,  with 
its  literature  to  draw  in  young  men  to  spend  their  leisure.  2. 
Daily  prayer-meeting ;  a  spiritual  exchange  for  all  Christians  in 
the  city.  3.  A  city  missionary.  4.  Relief  of  the  needy.  5.  So- 
curing  employment.  6.  Neighborhood  union  prayer-meetings.  7. 
Lectures.    8.  Occasional  sermons  in  the  Opera-IIouse. 

Professor  Hiskey  called  attention  to  the  circumstance  that  the 
annual  meeting  is  the  only  regular  meeting  of  the  whole  associa- 
tion provided  for  in  the  constitution.  He  very  wisely  urged  the 
necessity  of  more  frequent  meetings  to  intensify  the  interest  of 
members  in  the  work. 

The  report  of  the  city  missionary  covered  a  period  of  three 
months.  Fifty-six  visits  were  reported.  Aid  has  been  furnished 
to  needy  and  destitute  strangers  passing  through  the  city,  and  3000 
pages  of  tracts  have  been  distributed.  Sixty-three  persons  applied 
for  employment,  and  for  thirty  of  these,  situations  were  found. 

At  the  Bible-class  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  the  average  attendance 
has  been  15. 

The  reading-room  has  been  at  times  thronged  this  spring.  The 
average  daily  visits,  30. 

The  daily  prayer-meeting  has  been  attended  by  at  least  five  hun- 
dred different  individuals,  during  the  past  winter  and  spring.  The 
average  attendance  has  been  six. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year ;  Presi- 
dent, D.  C.  Bell ;  Vice-Presidents,  W.  N.  Mason  and  H. O. Hamlin  ; 
Secretaries,  C.  (J.  Mooers  and  E.  M  Van  Duzee ;  Treasurer,  V.  O. 
Hush. 


Open-Air  Meetings  in  Indianapolis.  Good  Re- 
sults. The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  this  city  is  active  again  this  season  in 
using  open-air  meetings  to  carry  the  Oospel  to  the  masses.  From 
six  to  ten  are  held  every  week,  (the  number  will  be  increased  every 
week  for  some  time.)  From  100  to  500  attend  at  each  of  these 
meetings ;  our  other  meetings,  from  18  to  20  per  week,  are  not  so 
largely  attended. 

Some  very  interesting  and  encouraging  incidents  have  transpir- 
ed in  connection  with  these  meetings.  One  day,  five  or  six  young 
men  met  at  their  place  for  holding  meetings,  at  the  appointed 
time.  The  day  was  warm,  the  place  a  hard  one,  and  the  brethren 
felt  very  weak  ;  so  they  retired  to  a  store  not  far  away,  and  spent 
half  an  hour  in  earnest  prayer.  They  then  returned  to  their  meet- 
ing feeling  equipped  for  their  work,  and  had  the  best  time  they  ever 
enjoyed  at  that  place.  (Is  not  this  the  best  way  to  begin  open-air 
meetings  7)  On  one  occasion,  one  of  the  brethren  found  a  young 
man  just  from  the  haunts  of  sin  and  iniquity,  who  had  been  ar- 
rested by  some  words  he  heard  spoken,  and  wanted  to  learn  moro 
of  the  blessed  Jesus.  The  way  of  life  was  pointed  out,  and  he  was 
invited  to  our  rooms.    He  cime,  and  is  now  living  a  new  life. 

A  woman  says,  "  My  husband  was  converted  at  one  of  your 
open-air  meetings.  Ood  prosper  you  in  this  work,  and  bless  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A."  A  young  man  would  not  go  near  them  at  first.  A 
friend  continued  to  urge  him.  He  is  now  a  member  of  one  of  our 
churches,  and  as  active  for  Christ  as  he  formerly  was  for  Satan.  A 
minister  said,  "  Our  laymen  are  doing  an  immense  amount  of  good 
in  their  meetings.    Keep  them  at  work.    They  carry  the  energy 
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and  tact  of  their  counting-houses,  offices,  and  shops  into  their  ef- 
forts for  Christ.  Christianity  with  them  is  a  living  thing,  and  they 
take  it  warm  and  fall  of  life  to  those  who  hear.  As  a  result,  the 
people  hear  it  g'adly.    May  God  bless  and  strengthen  them !" 

[John  B.  Brandt,  8upt  Y.  M.  0.  A. 


The  Work  in  the  Open  Air  at  Lynn.  A  correspon- 
dent writes  from  Lynn,  Mass. : 

"We  begin  our  open-air  meetings  next  Sabbath  evening  on 
High  Rock,  a  lofty  bluff  immediately  back  of  and  overlooking  the 
whole  city,  as  well  as  Swampscott,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Boston 
Harbor,  etc.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  find  a  more  beautiful  or  ex- 
tended view  along  our  whole  coast.  The  meetings  hi  Id  here  two 
years  ago  were  attended  with  much  interest,  our  numbers  being 
estimated  to  average  from  800  to  1200  each  service.  Our  custom 
was  to  meet  at  the  rooms  of  the  association  half  an  hour  previous 
to  beginning  the  meetings  on  the  rock,  spend  fifteen  minutes  in 
prayer,  and,  after  supplying  ourselves  with  tracts,  start  for  the 
rock,  distributing  the  tracts  immediately  after  the  service." 


A  Large  Meeting  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  called 
to  hear  the  report  of  delegates  from  the  West  to  the  Washington 
Convention,  attested  the  interest  of  the  Christian  public  in  the 
work  undertaken  by  the  association.  Rev.  Mr.  Goodman,  Mr.  M. 
S.  Crosby,  Rev.  J.  Morgan  Smith,  made  brief  and  pertinent  ad- 
dresses. Rev.  Messrs.  Jocelyn,  Graves,  and  Aldrich,  and  Mr.  H.  J. 
Hollister  followed,  advocating  the  claims  of  the  home  association, 
which  now  has  100  members.  A  quiet  activity  has  been  success- 
fully maintained.  Material  aid  for  the  library  was  needed  and 
asked  for.  A  collection  in  aid  of  the  association  was  taken  up, 
and  such  a  general  interest  awakened  that  we  hope  to  hear  very 
soon  that  in  that  Western  city  a  new  impulse  in  the  good  work 
has  been  received  by  means  of  the  convention  in  Washington. 


ssociations. 

The  Delegates  from  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  to  the  Wash- 
ington Convention  send  the  following  report  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
in  that  place :  "  We  are  happy  to  state  that  Plainfield  is  preemi- 
nently a  moral  city,  and  that  our  field  of  labor  has  been  in  conn 
quence  limited.  Early  in  our  history,  a  charity  committee  wu  or 
ganized,  and  through  their  efficient  labors  our  association  has  found 
a  place  in  the  hearts  of  our  people,  and  is  not  only  recognized  ai 
nn  agency  through  which  much  good  has  been  accomplished,  but 
has  received  their  hearty  support.  During  the  past  winter  this 
committee  was  indefatigable  in  its  labor  of  love,  discovering  cases 
of  destitution,  and  providing  for  them  in  food,  clothing,  and  medi- 
cine. Forty-three  families  were  thus  relieved,  and  $450  in  money 
were  expended.  The  people  responded  to  our  every  appeal,  thus 
proving  that  the  association  that  engages  actively  in  real  Christian 
work  will  receive  earnest  Christian  support  We  have  maintained 
a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  which  we  believe  has  now  a  firm  hold 
upon  the  affections  of  the  people.  The  general  work  of  our  insti- 
tution has  been  successful.  We  are  earnestly  praying  for  the  bap 
tism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  young  men,  that  we  may  be  re- 
vived and  quickened  to  renewed  efforts,  and  that  large  additions  of 
newly  converted  young  men  and  women  may  be  made  to  our 
churches. 


Activity  in  Dayton,  O.  The  association  in  this  place 
has  few  equals.  The  rooms,  though  hired,  are  particularly  com- 
modious and  attractive.  Young  men  resort  to  them  with  eager- 
ness. They  are  wisely  located,  and  so  admirably  suited  to  their 
purpose  that  the  average  daily  attendance  numbers  as  high 
at  195. 

Two  eluipels  are  owned  by  this  association,  though  they  hire  the 
rooms  used  by  themselves.  One  of  those  buildings  is  worth  $1400, 
and  is  wholly  paid  for.  The  other  is  worth  $1200.  Here  a  vigor- 
ous Sunday-school  work  is  carried  on.  We  hope  to  give  at  a 
future  time  a  more  detailed  description  of  this  active  associa- 
tion. 


From  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  a  correspondent  writes,  "  It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  report  to  you  the  rapid  increase  and  complete  success 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Mt.  Joy.  We  have  now  over  fifty  members. 
We  meet  every  Friday  evening  for  prayer  and  praise.  The  house 
is  crowded,  and  the  meetings  highly  interesting  and  deeply  spi- 
ritual. Many  tell  what  Jesus  has  done  for  them  since  this  asso- 
ciation has  been  formed.  We  have  about  $2000  subscribed  toward 
the  new  hall.  The  ground  has  been  bought  and  paid  for.  A  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  prepare  a  draft  and  specifications,  and 
soon  we  trust  to  have  a  '  local  habitation  and  a  name.'  The  Lord 
be  praised  for  these  unexpected  blessings.  To  the  good  brethren 
of  the  Association  in  Harrisburg  we  owe  much  of  our  present 
prosperity.  J.  E.  C." 

In  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute,  a  very  flourish- 
ing school  in  the  interior  of  that  State,  (Farmdale  P.  O.,  Franklin 
Co.,)  the  students  are  about  organizing  an  association.  Mr.  J.  L. 
Wheat  (our  corresponding  member)  writes  from  Louisville,  that 
he  is  in  communication  with  them,  and  anticipates  the  success 
of  the  undertaking.  • 


BOYS*   ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Boys'1  Association  in  Indianapolis.  A  member 
of  this  society,  the  name  of  which  is  the  "  Young  Converts'  Asso- 
ciation," writes, 

"  During  the  last  year,  our  association  has  progressed  more 
rapidly  than  ever  before,  with  the  exception  of  five  or  six  nights, 
when  we  became  very  much  discouraged.  But  we  worked  over 
that,  and  have  now  a  firm  hold  to  keep  up  our  association.  We 
are  doing  a  good  work  among  the  boys  of  Indianapolis,  andeacli 
night  sees  some  new  face  in  our  ranks  ready  to  begin  the  work 
with  the  rest.  Boys  who,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  made  light  of  out 
association,  have  been  brought,  by  the  help  of  God,  into  our  ranks, 
and  are  among  our  best  workers.  Only  last  Friday  night,  a  boy, 
for  the  first  time,  rose  and  offered  a  prayer  in  a  trembling  tone,  but 
he  felt  strengthened  by  the  effort.  Each  member  of  our  association 
during  the  week  between  our  meetings,  picks  out  five  or  six  bojs  at 
the  different  schools  they  go  to,  and  gets  them,  to  promise  to  go  tr 
our  meetings,  and  then,  when  the  night  comes,  our  members,  v 
Mr.  Thane  Miller  says,  '  go  for  them ;'  thus  we  are  enabled  to  do  i 
good  work  among  the  boys.  We  have  had  many  difficulties  and 
discouragements ;  but  our  trust  is  in  God,  and  he  brings  u> 
through  all  our  trials  triumphantly.  The  association  is  do* 
nearly  three  years  old.    We  have  branches  in  several  cities. 

"  EDWABD  DU1CAKT." 


The  Boys'  Association  in  Washington.  This  uv 
structive  intelligence  will  stimulate  our  members  elsewhere  to  or- 
ganize similar  associations : 

"  Shall  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  start  and  encourage  branches,  compost 
of  boys?"  This  question  is  being  satisfactorily  answered  by  some 
of  the  lively,  working  associations  that  seek  to  use  all  the  material 
which  they  have  at  command.  It  is  surprising  what  an  influence 
our  association  exerts  over  the  youth  of  this  city. 

"On  the  22d  of  November,  we  organized  with  six  members. 
Prayer-meetings  were  held  every  Friday  evening,  in  one  of  the 
committee-rooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Our  membership  and  attend- 
ance increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  compel  us  to  move  from  it 
into  their  lecture-room,  where  the  prayer-meetings  are  still  con- 
tinued. The  whole  thing  is  under  the  management  of  the  boys; 
and  they  regulate  the  machinery  and  keep  it  in  motion.  E»<* 
prayer-meeting  is  conducted  by  a  member  of  the  association,  who 
is  a  professing  Christian.  This  leader  is  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent a  week  previous.  Officers  are  elected  every  six  months. 
They  are  president,  three  vice-presidents,  secretary,  treasurer, 
and  librarian.    These  constitute  the  Board  of  Managers ;  and  npon 
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thorn  devolve  all  matters  relating  to  the  association  and  its  work. 
We  have  two  hundred  and  eight  members,  and  a  library  of  more 
than  a  hundred  books.  The  average  attendance  at  onr  prayer- 
meetings  is  forty.  Many  young  people  have  received  their  first 
religions  impressions  in  these  meetings,  and  the  direct  froits  are 
the  conversions  of  more  than  twenty  souls.  The  association  owes 
much  of  this  prosperity  to  the  honored  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
in  Washington,  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall,  who  has  ever  been  its  friend  and 
counselor." 

[0.  F.  Davis,  See.  Tooth's  Branca  Y.  M.  C.  A. ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


WOMEN'S    ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Portland  (Me.)  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion owes  its  origin  to  the  interest  excited  in  the  work  at  the 
T.M.  C.  A.  International  Convention  held  in  that  city,  in  July,  1869. 
The  society  aims  to  seek  out  young  women  and  to  bring  them 
under  moral  and  religious  influences,  by  aiding  them  in  selecting 
boarding-places,  by  leading  them  to  the  association  and  the  church, 
and  by  ministering  to  their  wants  with  Christian  sympathy  and 
kindness.  In  the  first  annual  report,  lately  published,  we  find  that 
the  department  of  visiting  has  occupied  chief  attention.  "The 
ladies  go  seeking  young  women  needing  employment,  instruction, 
or  other  encouraging  interest  as  an  incentive  to  noble  endeavor, 
and  finding  those  who  may  be  stripped  by  the  accidents  of  life  of 
health  or  other  resources,  they  commend  them  always  to  some 
church  or  charitable  organization,  or,  in  default  of  these  relations,  de- 
vise, by  the  various  expedients  which  a  Christian  charity  suggests, 
temporary  or  permanent  relief.  A  school  opened  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  those  needing  or  seeking  it,  has  been  attended  by  80 
scholars.  The  privilege  of  sewing  has  been  an  attractive  feature 
of  this  school. 

"  We  are  looking  always  toward  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  asso- 
ciation, the  boarding  home  for  young  women.  Strangers  inquire 
for  it,  expecting  a  wise  and  pleasant  provision  of  this  sort.  The 
correspondence  of  the  association  with  kindred  societies  here  and 
across  the  Atlantic  has  strengthened  onr  commission  in  their 
work." 
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Furthermore,  you  could  send  us  helpers  who  could  aid  us  in  the 
building  up  of  our  German  Verein.  As  peace  is  now  restored, 
and  as  we  may  hope  the  different  kinds  of  business  will  come 
again  to  their  normal  courses,  so  many  a  one  will,  perhaps,  be 
disposed  to  take  his  traveling-staff  in  hand,  (it  is  customary  for 
tradesmen  in  Germany  to  travel  about  from  city  to  city,  and 
work  in  each  for  a  time,  in  order  to  acquire  skill  in  his  profes- 
sion ;)  and  if  your  heart  should  beat  high  for  Strasburg,  and 
you  determine  to  work  awhile  in  the  reconquered  city,  then  do 
not  forget  to  look  us  up.  Or  perhaps,  some  one  or  other  who 
reads  this  may  know  of  one  who  has  a  brother  or  a  cousin  here, 
working  at  his  trade,  or  in  the  garrison,  concerning  whom  they 
ore  anxious,  lest  he  should  fall  under  the  numerous  temptations 
of  our  city  ;  in  such  a  case,  we  do  earnestly  ask  you  to  send  him 
our  address ;  he  will  be  a  welcome  friend  to  us ! 

"  And  so,  hand  in  hand,  we  will  work  together  for  the  building 
up  of  our  work,  which  shall  stand  as  a  fitting  testimonial  of 
German  strength  and  unity." 

The  same  J&ngtlingtbote  also  mentions  the  formation  of  a 
new  Verein  at  Tuttlingen,  which  is  about  to  join  the  League. 
They  have  begun  by  starting  a  Sunday-school,  which  numbers 
already  100  children.  In  this  work  of  love,  the  members  confess 
that  they  obtain  a  blessed  experience,  and  are  themselves  highly 
edified. 


ABROAD. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  YOUNG  MEN  OF  STRASBOURG, 

LATELY  IN  FRANCE,  NOW  IN  GERMANY. 

Thb  JUngslingsbote  of  the  South-German  Evangelical  Young 
Men's  League,  in  the  number  of  the  first  of  May,  has  a  letter 
from  the  Young  Men's  Verein  in  Strasburg,  which  breathes  a 
true  Christian  spirit,  and  shows  also  that  they  heartily  accept 
the  political  situation. 

After  mentioning  the  fact  that  they  have  been  very  much  re- 
duced by  the  misfortunes  which  have  overtaken  the  city,  and 
that  the  Verein  is  in  the  condition  of  a  helpless  child,  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  war,  the  letter  makes  the  following  appeal  to  the  Ger- 
man brethren : 

"  Should  the  German  Strasburg  be  less  favorable  to  the  pros- 
perity of  a  Young  Men's  Verein  than  the  French  f  No ;  that  is 
impossible  I  We  know  the  Germans  too  well,  and  trust  to  the 
uprising  of  their  native  patriotism,  that  they  will  willingly  take 
their  youngest  brother  under  their  care. 

"  But  what  can  you  do  for  us  r  You  could  gather  gifts  from 
all  Germany  for  the  erection  of  an  association-house  in  Stras- 
burg, which  would  offer  many  things  which  would  foster,,  the 
life  of  the  Verein.  But  no,  we  ask  more  of  you  than  mere  shells, 
even  if  they  should  be  of  silver  or  gold !  We  would  lay  it  on  your 
heart,  that  where  there  are  prayer-meetings  in  the  Verein,  there 
the  least  of  your  brethren  should  not  be  forgotten.  Pray  to  the 
Lord  that  we  may  not  all  become  cold,  but  that  the  old  noble 
pioty  may  again  awake  among  the  young  men  of  our  city. 


Hie  Association  in  Paris  during  the  late  Sieges. 
A  letter  from  Mr.  P.  V.  Rouget,  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
Paris,  dated  on  the  5th  of  last  April,  has  been  lately  received  by 
the  Executive  Committee  in  this  city.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  few 
lines  from  Mr.  H.  H.  Skepper,  President  of  the  English  Branch  of 
the  Association  in  Paris,  who  says,  "  I  confirm  all  the  accompany- 
ing letter.  ...  If  you  can  do  any  thing  for  us  financially,  it 
will  be  very  acceptable  in  theBe  difficult  times."  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing from  M.  Rouget's  letter : 

Union  Chretienne  de  Jeunes  Gens,) 

Paris,  160  Rub  Montmartre,     [• 

April  5, 1871.        ) 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  am  Secretary  and  Agent  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Paris,  to  whom  Mr.  Skepper,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  English  branch,  has  given  the  charge  of  writing  you  a 
report  of  what  has  happened  in  our  Union  since  the  beginning  of 
the  war  last  year,  and  also  on  the  actual  state  of  the  association. 
When  the  German  armies  began  to  approach  Paris  in  order  to  in- 
vest it,  strangers  in  general  went  away,  and  so  our  association  lost 
the  almost  entire  number  of  its  members,  English  and  German. 
Still  we  had  the  privilege  of  having  with  us  Mr.  S.  Kepper  and 
Mr.  Friedel,  the  President  of  the  French  branch.  Thus  a  remnant 
of  about  twenty  members  of  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion were  blockaded  in  Paris  during  the  siege.  Nearly  the  half  of 
this  number  were  incorporated  in  the  army  of  national  defense — 
some  in  the  regulars,  some  in  the  National  Guard.  Some  others 
offered  their  voluntary  services  to  the  Society  for  the  Help  of  the 
Wounded.  Our  young  men,  therefore,  have  more  or  less  endured 
the  hardships  of  the  war,  and  they  have  been  exposed  to  its  dan- 
gers, Bojonrning  in  the  forts  or  in  the  out-posts,  and  fighting  in  the 
several  battles  which  have  taken  place  between  the  French  and 
Prussians  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris.  Those  even  who,  on  the  battle- 
fields, had  only  to  take  up  and  carry  the  wounded  soldiers,  have 
more  than  once  been  imperiled  by  the  missiles  falling  around 
them.  We  have  every  reason  to  praise  the  Lord  when  we  con- 
sider that  not  one  of  the  members  of  our  association  has  lost  his 
life  during  the  siege,  not  one  has  been  wounded,  not  one  has  fallen 
seriously  ill.  One  was  made  a  prisoner  when  the  Prussians  re- 
pulsed the  French  at  the  Bourget  near  St.  Denis,  and  he  was  car- 
ried into  Germany. 

During  that  time,  the  lecture-rooms  of  the  association  were  not 
frequented,  especially  since  no  newspaper  from  without  could  be 
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brought  to  as.  Still  the  meetings  for  study  of  the  Bible  in  French 
on  Tuesday  evenings  were  maintained  until  toward  the  end  of 
January  and  beginning  of  February,  when  tbey  had  to  be  inter- 
rupted, because  the  cold  was  very  great,  and  our  rooms  had  neither 
gas  nor  coal.  It  seemed  to  us  that  when  the  Prussian  siege  of 
Paris  had  come  to  a  close  all  oar  sufferings  were  over,  and  that  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  would  once  more  renew  its 
strength.  Unhappily  it  has  not  been  so.  Every  body  knows  that 
a  most  daring  and  revolutionary  party,  formed  chiefly  amongst  the 
workmen  of  the  suburbs,  openly  revolted  against  the  Assembly 
elected  by  the  whole  of  France,  and  did  not  recoil  from  the  dread- 
ful consequences  of  a  civil  war.  While  I  write  you  these  lines, 
these  bloody  encounters  are  going  on  between  the  National  Guards 
of  Paris  and  the  troops  of  the  government,  sitting  at  Versailles, 
without  there  being  any  sign  yet  of  conciliation  between  the  two 
parties,  or  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  The  consequence 
for  our  association  is,  that  it  is  once  more  enfeebled  to  the  last  de 
gree.  Our  brethren  from  England  do  not  come  back  to  us,  our 
own  members,  threatened  by  a  decree  of  the  Commune  that  they 
shall  be  enrolled  in  the  army  from  the  age  of  seventeen  to  fight 
immediately  against  the  troops  of  the  government,  run  away  from 
Paris,  which  they  had  not  left  during  the  war  against  the  Prus- 
sians. And  so  our  work,  which  was  beginning  again,  is  interrupt- 
ed anew.  I  myself  am  incapable  of  collecting  the  contributions 
which  are  usually  handed  to  us  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  of 
which  we  stand  in  so  much  need  to  pay  the  rent  of  our  rooms. 
However,  my  dear  sir,  we  do  not  mean  to  despond.  We  know  that 
this  state  of  things  can  not  last  long,  and  we  know  that  the  Lord 
will  not  desert  us. 


The  Work  of  the  Year  in  London.  We  give  below 
a  fuller  account  of  the  excellent  annual  report  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Ship- 
ton,  Secretary  of  the  London  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  submitted  by  him  at  the 
late  annual  meeting : 

"  The  early  days  of  the  year  were  spent  by  the  members  in  Lon- 
don in  united  prayer  for  the  divine  blessing  upon  their  work,  and 
meetings  were  held  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  metropolitan 
branches.  These  meetings  were  largely  attended.  The  year's 
opening  was  also  associated  with  the  prayers  and  sympathies  of  a 
large  number  of  the  Christian  congregations  in  the  metropolis, 
nearly  150  of  the  clergy  and  ministers  of  London  having  united 
(at  the  instance  of  the  committee)  in  preaching  special  sermons  to 
young  men.  In  connection  with  these  general  engagements,  fine 
social  meetings  had  been  held,  at  which  an  aggregate  of  about 
3000  young  men  had  been  assembled  to  share  a  friendly  tea  with 
the  members  of  the  association,  and  to  receive  from  Christian  mi- 
nisters of  all  denominations  counsels  of  wisdom  and  holiness." 

These  meetings  have  been  presided  over  by  Messrs.  James  Har- 
vey, J.  E.  Mathieson,  George  Williams,  William  Morley,  Jr.,  and 
B.  C.  L.  Bevan,  who  have  thus  represented  among  young  men  of 
the  commercial  class  the  interest  which  many  Christian  employers 
feel  in  their  welfare.  These  meetings  are  especially  valuable  be- 
cause of  the  opportunities  they  offer  to  members  to  bring  under 
the  influence  of  the  association  young  men  in  houses  of  business. 
The  Sunday  afternoon  Bible-class  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  features  in  the  work.  It  is  now  divided  into  twelve 
sections,  and  has  been  followed  by  the  formation  of  many  hundreds 
of  Bible-classes  for  young  men  in  connection  with  churches  through- 
out London.  Nearly  200  youug  men  are  present  in  the  two  classes 
held  in  Aldersgate  street,  and  about  800  in  other  branches. 
Among  occasional  attendants  are  visitors  from  country  associa- 
tions, and  strangers  from  almost  every  part  of  the  world — Swedes, 
Syrians,  Americans,  Greeks,  Negroes,  Germans,  French,  Swiss,  and 
Italians,  ever  and  anon  joining  in  the  study  of  the  word  of  God. 
The  report  next  referred  to  the  Saturday  evening  class,  conducted 
by  Dr.  Wainwright,  for  Vie  systematic  study  of  Holy  Scripture  :  to 
the  missionary  efforts  of  the  members,  and  to  the  extension  of  the 
society's  operations.    It  appeared  that  128  young  men  had  been 
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added  during  the  year  to  the  general  roll  of  active  missionirj 
members,  making  a  total  of  4254  who  had  enlisted  in  this  cause. 
It  is  interesting  to  know  that  in  many  of  the  colonies  old  mem- 
bers of  the  association  sustain  important  and  responsible  offices  in 
the  churches  of  Christ.  Three  young  men  had  gone  from  Aiders- 
gate  street  during  the  past  year  to  enter  the  Christian  ministry, 
and  others  were  preparing  themselves  by  diligent  study  to  enter 
college.  The  secretary  throughout  the  year  had  visited  man;  of 
the  associations  throughout  tbe  country,  as  well  as  those  in  Ire- 
land. 

Financially,  the  extended  work  of  the  London  Association  it 
supported  almost  exclusively  by  the  heads  of  commercial  homes 
in  the  city  of  London.  To  Messrs.  R.  C.  L.  Bevan,  J.  Garner 
Barclay,  J.  Tritton,  J.  Greatorex,  Samuel  Morley,  William  Leaf  & 
Sons,  Hugh  M.  Matheson,  George  Williams,  and  others  among 
the  merchant  princes  and  traders  of  London,  the  association  hu 
long  been  indebted.  More  recently  the  committee  have  added  to 
their  regular  supporters  the  names  of  Messrs.  J.  &  C.  Boyd,  Mean. 
Cook,  Sons  &  Co.,  and  Messrs.  James  Spence  &  Co. 

EXTENSION  OP  WORK  BY  VISITATION. 

The  extension  of  the  work  throughout  the  country  by  means  of 
the  fund  inaugurated  by  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  Williams,  has  been 
diligently  pursued  during  the  past  year  by  the  traveling  agent  of 
the  society,  Mr.  George  Gilbert.  New  associations  have  been 
formed  at  Nottingham,  Brighton,  Southampton,  Basingstoke, 
Winchester,  Guildford,  Leicester,  Derby,  Chesterfield,  York,  Selbr, 
Bradford,  Lilleshall,  Ledbury,  Stourbridge ;  and  the  association  at 
Sheffield  has  been  resuscitated.  The  associations  at  Grantham, 
Chichester,  and  High  Wycombe  have  been  visited  and  assisted  in 
the  better  organization  of  their  efforts.  Visits  have  also  been  paid 
to  Alton,  Newark,  Bedford,  St.  Albans,  Lewes,  Cowes,  Newport, 
Salisbury,  Stockbridge,  Andover,  Beading,  Maidenhead,  Hodden- 
field,  Halifax,  Wakefield,  and  Rochdale,  in  view  of  future  opera- 
tions. Visits  of  personal  service  have  also  been  paid  by  your  tec- 
retary  to  the  associations  in  Plymouth,  Kingston,  Surbiton,  Leiafr 
ter,  Nottingham,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Northampton,  Byde,  Grave* 
end,  Liverpool,  Cheltenham,  Peterborough,  Southampton,  Win- 
chester, Bangor,  and  Brighton  ;  and  in  the  months  of  September 
and  October  last  he  spent  three  weeks  in  Ireland,  at  the  invHatfca 
of  the  committees  of  Dublin  and  Belfast,  visiting  and  lecturing  la 
the  towns  of  Carlow,  Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Athlone,  and  con- 
ducting other  meetings  in  the  interests  of  the  association  in  Dub- 
lin, Longford,  and  Belfast. 

The  general  condition  of  the  work  in  Ireland  and  Scotland  a 
very  satisfactory,  the  associations  increasing  in  numbers,  and  in 
recognized  religious  influence.  There  are  now  194  Young  Men'i 
Christian  Associations  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  direct  fel- 
lowship with  the  London  association,  from  which  the  greater  part 
of  them  have  originated. 


The  Work  in  Liverpool. — For  eighteen  years  the  Asso- 
ciation has  been  at  work  in  Liverpool,  England.  But  it  bit 
received  new  life  and  energy  of  late  years,  under  the  efficient 
secretaryship  of  Mr.  Samuel  Nash.  The  last  annual  report  sayi, 
"On  the  81st  of  Decemher,  1869,  we  had  896  ordinary,  and  106 
honorary  members  on  the  books,  but  now  we  have  713  of  the  for- 
mer, and  142  of  the  latter,  making  a  total  of  855  members ;  and  of 
these,  over  200  are  youths  under  eighteen  years  of  age."  Among 
the  agencies  which  have  been  the  means  of  blessing  to  young  men 
during  the  year,  special  mention  is  made  of  the  Bibhxslasses,  tie 
visitation  of  sick  young  men,  and  the  situation  agency.  The 
committee  remind  the  employers  of  Liverpool  that  a  well-provided 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  affords  opportunities  to 
improvement  to  a  class  whose  character  and  well-being  are 
specially  bound  up  with  the  interests  of  the  mercantile  community- 


Programme  of  the  Week's   Work  in  Leeds.- ■Th» 
following   "  List  of  Bible-classes,  Devotional  Meetings,  and  Mit- 
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sionary  Agencies,  conducted  weekly  by  the  secretary  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  in  Leeds,  England,"  is  taken  from  the  last 
number  of  the  London  (Y.  M.  C.  A.)  Quarterly  Messenger :  "  San- 
day,  10.15  A.M.,  Out-door  mission,  for  reclaiming  neglecters  of  pub- 
lic worship,  and  absentees  from  Sunday-schools,  from  April  to 
October ;  2.15  P.M.,  Ragged-school,  Edgar  street,  York  road ;  2.15 
p.m.,  Prayer-meeting  for  Bible-class  canvassers ;  8  p.m.,  Bible- 
class,  conducted  by  the  secretary ;  480  P.M.,  Bible-class  tea,  (the 
chief  object  being  to  introduce  strangers,  to  our  members.)  An 
address  by  the  secretary.  6  P.M.,  Ragged-school,  Edgar  street. 
Service  for  parents  and  children.  Monday,  8  p.m.,  Meetings  for 
reading  the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  Tuesday,  8  P.M.,  Lecture. 
Bible-stall  in  the  covered  market,  open  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Saturday,  Bible-stall  in  the  covered  market,  open  from  2  P.M.  to  10 
P.M. ;  5.80  p.m.,  Social  tea  the  first  Saturday  in  each  month,  for 
conversation  as  to  the  most  effectual  means  of  winning  young  men 
to  Christ ;  7  P.M.,  Mission  for  dissuading  young  men  from  attend- 
ing concert  and  singing-saloons,  from  October  to  April;  8  P.M., 
Devotional  meeting,  preparatory  Bible-class." 


LITERARY  NOTES. 


The  Fifteenth  Year  in  Londonderry.— From  the 
fifteenth  annual  report  of  the  Association  in  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
it  appears  that  the  principal  agencies  employed  in  their  work  for 
young  men  are  Bible-classes  and  devotional  meetings.  The  breth- 
ren also  carry  on  a  Sunday-school  in  that  part  of  Londonderry 
known  as  the  Quarries.  At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, the  Mayor  of  the  city,  Peter  Skipton,  Esq.,  presided,  and 
made  the  following  significant  remark :  "  When  I  came  to  take  the 
chair  as  chief  magistrate  of  the  city,  I  did  not  rely  on  horsemen  or 
footmen  to  restore  the  peace  of  the  city,  which  had  been  unhap- 
pily disturbed  ;  I  believe  the  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  promoting 
such  institutions  as  that  of  the  Londonderry  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association." 


EUROPEAN  CONTINENT. 

The  following  summary  of  association  news  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  taken  from  the  London  Quarterly  Messenger,  will  be  read 
with  interest :  "  In  Switzerland,  both  the  German  and  the  French- 
speaking  Associations  have  concerned  themselves  a  great  deal 
about  the  French  soldiers  who  crossed  the  borders  in  January  last- 
The  day  of  prayer  which  had  been  appointed  by  the  French-speak- 
ing associations  for  the  15th  of  January,  had  been  attended  with 
such  blessings  that  it  was  resolved  to  continue  these  special  meet- 
ings for  prayer  every  month.  These  associations  are  also  discuss- 
ing the  question  of  appointing  a  traveling  agent  for  their  Union. 

"  Two  new  '  Homes '  have  been  opened,  at  Munich  and  at 
Garlsruhe,  and  several  new  associations,  both  in  South  and  in 
North-Germany,  have  been  established  since  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  There  are  at  present  fifty-two  associations  either  in  direct 
connection  or  at  least  in  correspondence  with  the  South  German 
Union.  The  associations  in  Bavaria  have  now  formed  a  separate 
Union  for  themselves,  with  headquarters  at  Munich,  and  we  gladly 
welcome  them  in  the  ranks  of  the  other  continental  associations, 
with  which  no  doubt  they  will  vie  in  zeal,  activity,  and  usefulness. 
Much  attention  is  directed  to  religious  thought  in  Bavaria  at  this 
juncture.  God  grant  that  the  new  Union  may  greatly  aid  the 
growth  of  religious  life ! 

"  The  Messengers  for  Rhenish- Westphalia  contain  interesting 
extracts  from  the  diaries  of  the  traveling  agents  who  went  with 
the  armies  in  the  late  war;  also  an  account  by  Mr.  King,  the 
Secretary,  of  a  journey  to  an  anniversary  meeting  at  Bremen.  A 
want  is  being  felt  of  members  to  conduct  the  Bible-classes  and 
devotional  meetings,  which  can  not  be  fully  supplied  till  the 
soldiers  have  returned  to  their  homes,  many  of  them  being  among 
the  best  members  of  the  association. 

"  The  circular  in  connection  with  the  war,  which  was  addressed 
by  the  London  Committee  to  tho  Continental  Associations  in 
February  last,  has  been  gladly  received  and  well  spoken  of.  There 
are  translations  of  it  in  several  of  the  German  and  French  Messen- 
gers, and  it  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  the  words  of  conciliation  and 
love  addressed  to  our  belligerent  brethren  have  been  accepted  by 
them  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  were  written." 


Two  Volumes  of  admirable  Sermons,  one  by  President 
Woolsey,  of  Yale  College,  and  the  other  by  Professor  W.  G.  T- 
Shedd,  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New-York,  have  lately 
been  issued.  The  former  is  entitled, "  Religion  of  the  Present 
and  of  the  Future,"  and  the  latter,  "  Sermons  to  the  Natural 
Man."  Written  by  men  of  profound  thought  and  scholarship, 
who  command  respect  from  the  singular  purity  of  their  character 
as  well  as  by  their  remarkable  ability,  these  discourses  will  be 
justly  regarded  as  representing  the  most  thoughtful,  serious,  and 
able  sermonizing  of  the  American  preachers  of  this  age.  They  do 
not,  perhaps,  come  under  the  category  of  "  popular  sermons ;"  but 
they  are  written  with  the  utmost  simplicity  of  language.  They 
treat  of  the  sublimest  themes,  and  show  careful  and  patient  study, 
a  desire  to  examine  the  whole  of  the  subject  under  consideration, 
1  and  an  exhaustive  treatment  in  each  case  which  is  satisfying  in 
its  completeness.  We  commend  these  Bermons  to  the  careful 
perusal  of  our  readers.  They  are  published  by  Scribner  &  Co.,  of 
this  city. 

Rowell'8  American  Newspaper  Directory,  lately  issued, 
reports  the  whole  number  of  periodicals  published  in  North- Ame- 
rica as  6438,  of  which  5983  are  issued  in  the  United  States.  Of 
these,  637  are  daily,  4642  weekly,  and  715  monthly.  The  average 
edition  of  all  the  papers  printed  is  1842,  giving  a  total  circulation 
of  11,858,796.  Only  548  papers  in  the  United  States  print  more 
than  5000  copies  each  issue,  and  only  11  moTe  than  100,000.  The 
New- York  Weekly  has  the  largest  circulation  given,  namely, 
300,000.  Of  the  publications  devoted  to  specialties,  the  religious 
largely  predominate  over  any  other  class,  numbering  283  in  all. 

Pater  Mundi;  or,  Modern  Science  tbmtifyino  to  the 
Heavenly  Father,  by  Rev.  E.  F.  Burr,  D.D.,  is  a  volume  de- 
fending and  illustrating,  from  the  side  of  modern  science  and  with 
scholarly  enthusiasm,  both  Theism  and  Christianity.  Originally 
composed  and  delivered  as  lectures  to  the  graduating  classes  of 
Amherst  College,  they  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all  Christian 
young  men ;  for  they  bear  directly  and  satisfactorily  on  questions 
as  generally  discussed  as  they  are  lamentably  misunderstood. 
Noyea,  Holmes  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  are  the  publishers  of  the  book. 

Edith  Somers  ;  or,  a  Child's  Influence,  is  the  title  of  an  ad- 
mirable story  for  children  just  issued  by  the  American  Tract  Soci- 
ety. It  is  worthy  to  find  a  place  very  quickly  on  the  shelves  of 
the  best  Sunday-school  libraries. 

Culture  and  the  Gospel,  by  Rev.  S.  McCall,  is  an  excellent 
plea  for  the  sufficiency  of  the  Gospel  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  en- 
lightened age.  Published  by  A.  D.  F.  Randolph  &  Co.,  New- 
York. 

TroWs  New- York  City  Directory,  just  published  for  another 
year,  contains  200,953  names,  the  number  being  smaller  by  3664 
than  that  given  in  this  invaluable  volume  last  year. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

American  Cardinal.    (Dodd  4  Mead.) »1  M 

Belle  Lovell.    (A.  D.  F.  Randolph.) 100 

BnoiMtou,  Rey.  J.  W.  Prophecy.    (E.  P.  Dutlon  *  Co.) :  1  SO 

Daw,  J.  D.,  Prof.   Month's  Tour  In  SwiUerland.  (Scribner  *  Co.) 0  88 

Jmreia,  D.  X.,  D.D.    Biography  of  George  Junkie,  D.D.,  LL.D.    (Lippincott.).. . .  %  SO 

Lanoe,  Rev.  J.  P.    Gospel  according  to  John.   (Charles  Scribner  4  Co.) BOO 

Opportunities.    A  sequel  to  "  What  she  Could."   (Carters.) 10 

Phillips's  Scripture  Atlas.    (Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication.) OSS 

Sibood,  WiLtuv,  M.D.    Physical  Cause  of  Death  of  Christ.    (Appleton.) 

Trow's  New- York  City  Directory.    (J.  F.Trow.) 8  00 

Westward.    (Presbyterian  Board  of  Publication.) 1  00 

Wondersof  European  Art.    Translated  from  the  French.    (Scribner.) 180 

Young  Mechanic,  The.  (Putnam  4  Sons.) 1  78 
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The  Political  and  Social  Peospbct  in  France  is  of  coarse 
very  uncertain ;  but  no  opposition  to  the  Thiers  government  seems 
for  the  present  likely  to  prevail.  As  more  light  is  shed  upon  the 
subject,  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  resistance  made  by  Paris  to 
the  Versailles  government  was  the  result  less  of  "  French  folly 
and  madness,"  than  of  Socialism  and  the  International  Association. 
The  same  movement  is  strong  in  Germany  at  the  present  time, 
and  the  conflicts  in  this  country  between  labor  and  capital  are  said 
to  have  the  same  source.  Speaking  of  the  alarm  felt  in  Germany 
at  the  symptoms  of  socialistic  agitation  the  Nation  adds,  "  One 
good  result  of  the  alarm  is  visible  already  in  the  exertions  of  some 
of  the  Berlin  manufacturers  to  promote  the  system  of  industrial 
partnerships — that  is,  the  admission  of  workmen  to  a  share  in  the 
profits.  It  can  not  be  said  too  often  or  too 
earnestly  to  all  politicians,  capitalists,  finan 
tiers,  and  philanthropists,  that  unless,  while 
it  is  yet  time,  they  give  their  earnest  atten 
tion  to  the  substitution  of  cooperation,  in 
some  form  or  other,  for  the  present  mode  of 
dividing  profits  with  the  laborer,  we  shall 
witness  in  every  country  the  alienation  of 
the  working  classes  not  only  from  the  em 
ploying  class,  but  from  the  very  principles 
on  which  our  civilization  rests,  and  such  a 
disorganization  of  industry  as  a  barbarian 
invasion  could  hardly  bring  about." 


£perial  pottos. 


COLGATE   &   CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 
as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Bold  by  all  Dealers  m 

PERFUMERY 

AMD 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

AOT 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED   LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red    Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED    OIL, 

Baw,  Boiled,  and  Heflned. 

ROBERT  COLO- ATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

J87  Peart  Street,  New-York. 


£p«ial  $0t\ttfi 


The  clearing  of  Hell-Gate  Channel  between  New-York 
City  and  Long  Island  will  be  a  wonderful  triumph  of  engineering 
science  and  enterprise.  100,000  cubic  feet  of  the  hardest  gneise 
rock  are  to  be  removed.  From  a  shaft  sunk  at  a  distance  from  the 
shore  of  about  a  quarter  the  length  of  the  reef,  and  from  105  to  95 
feet  deep,  10  tunnels  from  20  to  23  feet  high,  and  from  13  to  15 
wide,  have  been  drilled  radiating  from  the  shaft  under  the  river, 
and  varying  from  68  to  105  feet  in  length.  These  are  to  be  inter- 
sected by  7  concentric  galleries,  15  feet  high  and  10  wide.  Of 
these  one  has  already  been  pierced  and  another  is  under  way. 
When  the  tunnels  have  been  cut  the  intended  length,  and  the  gal- 
leries completed,  the  rock  will  be  left  upon  pillars.  Into  chambers 
cut  in  these  pillars,  16,000  pounds  of  powder  will  be  placed,  and 
the  whole  fired  simultaneously  by  an  electric  battery.  This  will 
shatter  each  column  and  the  roof  into  fragments,  and  the  broken 
rock  will  be  dredged  up  and  removed.  Two 
hundred  people  are  are  now  employed  on 
the  work. 


jhtward    mmf, 
ENGRAVING 

ESTABLISHMENT, 


No.  48  Beekman   Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


STEAK  TO  AND  FB0M  GLASGOW, 
CALLING  AT 
MOVILLE,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LIVE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
EBS, 

America,  Caledonia,  India, 

Antclla.  Colombia,  Iowa, 

Australia,  Baropa,  lamalla, 

Britannia  Scandanavta 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 
From  Pier  30.  North  Rtyer,  at  IS  o'clock.  Noon. 
Bates  of  Passage  parable  in  Currency,  and  aa  low  as 
by  anjr  other  First-Class  Line. 

Passenger*  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Harre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac. 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Months. 
These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  snared  tn  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Enrope.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 


For  farther  Information,  aj 
offloe.  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New 


at  the  Company's 


HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 

N«w  Tobk,  January,  1871. 


G.   H.   DEQRAW, 

Pattern    and    Model    Maker. 


444, 

Niab  Market  Strict, 


WATER    STREET, 

NEW-YOBK. 


Clone  attention  paid  to  Models  for  Patent!. 


USE 
JOHN    DWICHT   *   CO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CaRB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  those  for  Cooking  Par- 
poses.    Established  1840. 

11  Old  Slip,  New- York. 


An  Iron  Observatory  has  been  erected 
on  the  roof  of  the  large  Equitable  building 
on  Broadway,  which  will  be  used  as  a  sig 
rial  station  for  the  benefit  of  vessels  lying  at 
this  port.  Signals  will  be  displayed  every 
few  hours  from  staffs,  indicating  the  proba- 
bilities of  the  weather  and  the  course  of 
storms. 


JtyMte!  &<rti«j». 


T.    G.    SELLEW, 

DESKS, 

Office  and  Library 

FURNITURE. 

No.  103  Fulton  Street, 

NEW-YORK. 


Banks  and  Offices  Fitted  Up. 


FINE  GOLD  JEWELRY. 

CAMEO   SETS,   RINGS,   SLEEVE* 
BUTTONS,    Etc. 

Cameo  Portraits  Cut  to  Order. 

SHELL   XEWELBT. 
Earring*,  Xecklacct,  Monogram  XoesM*. 

SCHUYLER,   BAETLET  A   GRAHAM. 
£2  John  Street  and  19  Haxdkn  Laitk, 

Nstw-Tosol 


Aslury  Life  Insurance  Company, 


805  BBOADWAT, 


Cor.  11th  St., 


JTEW-TOMK, 


LEMUEL  BANGS,  President 
GEORGE  ELLIOTT,  Vice-IWt  and  Secretary. 
E.  MoCLINTOCK,  Actnsry. 
A.  E.  M.  PUEDT,  Examiner. 
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On  the  beautiful  southern  bank 
of  the  "  KUI-von-Kull,"  stretching 
from  the  extreme  easterly  end  of 
New  -  Brighton,  to  a  point  oppo- 
site Elizabethport,  N.  J.,  is  a  place 
known  as  the  "North  Shore  of 
Staten  Island."  To  those  who  oc- 
casionally pass  by  on  the  steam- 
boat, this  spot  is  an  object  of  special 
admiration,  bat  it  is  far  lovelier 
and  more  beautiful  in  the  eyes  of 
those  who  have  enjoyed  its  bean- 
ties  year  after  year,  making  the 
place  their  "  Mecca  "  after  the  la- 
bors and  toils  of  each  day  in  the 
vast  and  busy,  but  tiresome  city 
of  New- York.  It  is  on  this  beau- 
tiful slope,  near  the  junction  of  the 
"Kill"  with  Newark  bay,  and 
within  eight  miles  of  that  pictu- 
resque lighthouse  so  closely  resem- 
bling the  world-famous  "Mouse 
Tower  on  the  Rhine,"  that  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion have  selected  a  site  for  their 
future  home,  a  home  long  and 
sadly  needed,  and  only  secured 
•iter  persistent  efforts. 

The  first  effort  for  this  purpose 
was  put  forth  about  four  years 
ago,  almost  simultaneously  with 
the  organization  of  the  Associa- 
tion. It  was  the  result  of  a  gen- 
erous enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the 
young  men  and  their  friends,  but 
unfortunately  they  aimed  too  high. 

Oar  mistake  was  two-fold ;  first  in  securing  plans  which  were 
too  elaborate  and  expensive,  and  secondly  in  starting  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  building  to  cost  not  less  than  $25,000,  and  at  the  same 
time  making  the  subscriptions  binding  only  in  case  $15,000 
should  be  secured.  Our  friends  responded  at  once.  One  headed 
the  list  with  $1000,  and  our  list  soon  amounted  to  $6000.  But 
here  we  came  to  a  stand-still.  We  had  very  few  wealthy  mem- 
bers to  depend  on.  Most  who  took  an  interest  in  our  organization 
were  persons  of  moderate  means.  The  project  was  gradually 
given  up,  and  for  nearly  two  years  no  progress  was  made.  Then  it 
was  resolved  to  give  up  the  old  plan  and  to  secure  as  many 
unconditioned  subscriptions  as  possible.  We  would  then  be  in 
circumstances  to  plan  for  such  a  building  as  we  could  afford  to 
erect. 


ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  ON  NORTH  SHORE,  S.  I 

HOW  IN   COURSE    OF   ERECTION. 


Most  of  the  former  subscribers 
responded  at  once,  and  gave  their 
names  for  the  flame  amounts  as 
before,  and  the  noble  women,  to 
whom  we  are  greatly  indebted, 
started  a  fair  for  our  benefit,  and 
realized  a  profit  of  $1000.  This 
was  at  once  deposited  in  the  Trust 
Company  as  the  nucleus  for  our 
Building  Fund.  This  has  increas- 
ed in  the  little  time  in  which  we 
have  been  at  work  to  $7500,  and 
as  a  consequence  we  have  had  the 
courage  to  buy  a  lot  and  begin  the 
building,  the  picture  of  which 
appears  in  the  head  of  this  article. 
The  total  cost  will  not  exceed 
$15,000.  It  will  be  not  only  an 
attractive  and  beautiful  home  for 
the  Association,  but  also  an  orna- 
ment to  West  New-Brighton,  im- 
proving property  in  its  immediate 
vicinity,  and  furnishing  what  tho 
people  of  Staten  Island  have  never 
possessed,  a  respectable  hall  for 
all  kinds  of  entertainment.  The 
edifice  will  also  contain  a  well- 
appointed  gymnasium  for  muscu- 
lar development. 

We  are  making  every  effort  to 
raise  funds  to  complete  the  build- 
ing without  a  mortgage,  and  we 
have  every  hope  of  success.  A 
public  meeting  called  in  aid  of 
this  effort  was  held  on  the  10th  of 
June,  and  although  other  meet- 
ings and  entertainments  were  held  on  the  same  evening,  yet  the 
fact  announced  in  onr  handbills  that  Mr.  W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  and 
Mr.  R.  R.  McBumey,  of  New-York  city,  would  address  the  meet- 
ing, called  out  a  large  audience.  What  these  gentlemen  said 
was  so  much  to  the  point  that  $400  was  added  to  our  Building 
Fund.  The  edifice  will  be  speedily  completed,  and  we  hope  be- 
fore long  to  send  you  an  account  of  its  dedication  to  the  work  of 
Christ  among  young  men. 

The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  us  in  this  enterprise,  and  an  im- 
pulse is  given  to  our  work  in  all  its  departments:  As  an  Associa- 
tion is  the  suburbs  of  a  large  city,  we  hope  and  'believajour  sue 
cess  will  encourage  brethren  in  places  similarly  located  to  make 
new  efforts  toward  securing  an  edifice  and  home  for  the  Asso- 
ciation in  the  prosecution  of  its  work. 
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THE   DECLINE   IN   BIBLICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

BT  PBOFESSOR  W.   H.    THOMSON,    M.D.,   NEW-YORK. 

No.  IV. 

The  Ministry  and  Bible  Teaching. 

Thekb  is  nothing  bo  variable  in  its  direction  a*  progress. 
Thus,  while  this  generation  travels  faster  and  better  than  their 
fathers  could  have  dreamt  of,  yet  they  scarcely  write  or  spell 
more  easily  than  did  the  Moabitish  contemporay  of  King  Ahab. 
In  some  things  the  very  idea  of  progress  dies  out  under  the  pas- 
sive weight  of  custom,  so  that  improvement  is  not  once  suggest- 
ed to  the  mind.  In  no  connection,  however,  is  this  more  exem- 
plified than  in  church  customs.  We  mean  customs  in  distinc- 
tion altogether  from  doctrines ;  for  we  are  in  fall  sympathy  with 
those  who  believe  that  the  faith  was  once  delivered  to  the 
saints,  and  that  that  once  was  forever  enough  ;  so  that  all  progress 
in  this  respect  consists  simply  in  a  better  understanding  of  what 
was  revealed,  at  the  latest,  eighteen  hundred  years  ago.  Bat 
though  with  evangelical  Christians  the  ordering  of  church  exer- 
ercises  is  not  their  religion,  yet  nothing  is  so  common  as  a 
conservatism  on  this  score  which  tends  to  elevate  such  customs, 
often  purely  historical  and  local  in  their  origin,  into  some- 
thing like  eternal  laws.  In  fact,  the  discussion  of  questions 
of  custom  encounters  more  than  the  difficulties  connected  with 
debating  questions  of  taste,  in  that  there  is  no  authoratative  court 
which  can  command  acquiescence  in  its  decision  on  any  such 
count,  for  every  one  is  too  well  satisfied  with  his  own  inherited 
opinion,  or  rather  practice,  to  yield  one  jot,  though  he  had  to 
face  death  for  it. 

Believing,  however,  that  the  sanction  of  usage  does  not  of  it- 
self forbid  us  from  the  fair  discussion  of  a  topic,  we  would  beg 
leave  to  be  allowed  to  propound  the  following  questions,  as  bear- 
ing on  the  subject,  whether  the  means  now  provided  by  the 
Church  for  instruction  in  the  Bible  are  adequate  or  not : 

1.  Was  the  Apostolical  Church  taught,  or  was  it  intended  to 
be  taught,  wholly  by  one  class  of  men,  now  represented  by  the 
ministry  T 

2.  Was  it  intended  that  the  mode  of  such  teaching  should  be 
chiefly  by  oratory  ? 

8.  Is  there  a  need  for  the  special  instruction  of  adult  Chris- 
tians in  the  Bible  in  ways  other  than  what  the  sermon  or  pastor- 
al visitation  or  private  conference  can  be  expected  to  afford. 

We  believe  that  a  plain  reading  of  such  passages  in  the  New 
Testament  as  Romans  12 : 6-8 ;  1  Cor.  12 ;  Eph.  4 :  11-12,  and 
others  of  like  import,  would  convey  to  most  persons  who  have 
not  been  otherwise  disciplined,  the  impression  that  the  first 
Christian  churches  differed  but  little  in  their  constitution  and 
by-laws  from  the  Jewish  synogogues  in  which  the  Apostles  had 
been  brought  up.  If  so,  however,  they  were  assemblies  very  un- 
like the  Sabbath  gathering  in  any  New- York  chnrch,  unless  we 
except  the  Quakers.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  had  tingle  set- 
tled pastors  any  more  than  the  Jews,  who  met  together  first  to 
read  the  Scriptures  and  then  called  upon  any  one,  even  an  entire 
stranger,  (Acts  13 :  15,)  if  he  had  a  word  of  exhortation  for  the 
people,  to  say  on.  Bat  for  this  free  system  Paul  would  have  had 
a  much  harder  task  to  preach  the  gospel  than  he  did ;  for  wher- 
ever he  went  the  synagogue  afforded  him  that  unequalled  privi- 
lege—a good  opening — which  ire  venture  to  say  would  not  have 
been  the  case  at  all  had  the  synagogue  always  faced  a  pulpit, 
whose  one  occupant  had  to  be  interviewed  and  "  exchanged 
with"  before  the  missionary  could  open  his  lips.  Each  syna- 
gogue had  a  board  of  men  who  exercised  a  general  supervision 
of  its  exercises,  themselves  apparently  taking  the  leading  but 
not  exclusive  part,  according  to  their  special  aptitude  for  prayer, 
reading,  singing,  exhortation  or  teaching.  This  is  not  unlike 
what  Mohammedan  synagogues  are  still.  That  St.  Paul  trans- 
fers the  whole  of  this  system  unchanged  into  his  churches,  and 


merely  endeavors  among  untutored  Gentiles  to  regulate  bat  not 
essentially  alter  it,  is  our  firm  conviction. 

We  have,  however,  not  the  least  intention  of  advocating  such 
a  system  for  us  now,  because  tempera  mutant  et  net  mutanurin 
Wis.  (The  times  change  and  we  are  changed  with  them.)  We 
are  neither  Jews  nor  primitive  Christians,  and  it  is  by  no 
means  clear  that  it  would  be  best  for  us  to  be  in  all  things 
what  the  first  church  was.  But  in  what  lies  practically  the  dif- 
ference between  the  usages  of  our  Sabbath  exercises  and  thein, 
and  in  what  respects  are  ours  an  improvement  or  the  reverse,  are 
the  questions  for  discussion.    Our  system  in  short,  is  as  follows : 

One  man  is  specially  trained  to  do  the  praying,  partially  it  is  tree 
if  read,  wholly  if  unread ;  then  to  select  what  is  to  be  song,  and 
lastly,  as  well  as  above  everything  else,  to  deliver  an  oration. 
As  far  as  Sabbath  exercises  are  concerned,  the  modern  evangeli- 
cal pastor  occupies  a  position  paralleled  in  the  whole  Bible  bj 
only  one  personage  in  any  religious  performance,  and  that  it  the 
Jewish  High  Priest  on  the  Day  of  Atonement.  However  we 
may  regard  him,  and  whatever  we  may  call  him,  whether  minis- 
ter, elder,  bishop  or  priest,  still  he  centres  in  himself  the  active 
duties  of  every  one  of  Paul's  church  officers,  who  have  dUap- 
peared  as  did  the  rods  of  the  Egyptians  from  before  Pharaoh,  wbes 
at  last  he  beheld  only  Aaron's,  for  like  Pharoah  tho  whole  chuiti 
are  now  nothing  but  passive  spectators,  or  rather  we  should  aj 
a  passive  audience. 

Whether  this  concentration  of  functions  in  the  person  of  the 
pastor  is  inevitable,  and  therefore  the  best  thing  for  the  chnrch  u 
at  present  constituted,  we  will  not  now  discuss,  but  would  rather 
direct  attention  to  the  methods  for  discharging  his  duties  whit- 
church  usage  now  prescribes  for  him.  Are  those  duties  «o  or- 
dered that  in  their  performance  he  can  readily  and  systematical!.* 
teach  the  Scriptures  ?  We  answer,  decidedly  No ;  for  the  singi» 
and  sufficient  reason  that  preaching  and  teaching  are  two  differ 
ent  things,  and  church  custom  almost  compels  the  pastor  to  be  i 
preacher  only.  The  church  and  the  world  need  both  the  preaelr 
er  and  the  teacher ;  and  it  is  hard  to  say  which  is  needed  most; 
though  we  venture  to  affirm  that  scepticism,  no  matter  of  whit 
form,  would  not  be  nearly  as  formidable  in  our  time  were  the 
church  as  well  supplied  with  Bible  teachers  as  it  is  with  Bible 
preachers. 

We  imagine  that  some  may  resent  these  remarks  from  a  sup- 
posed implication  against  the  clergy,  and  will  cite  some  exami* 
of  the  ideal  of  a  faithful  minister,  who  not  only  preaches  to  uA 
prays  with  and  counsels  his  charge  collectively  and  individual!;. 
bnt  also  systematically  enriches  them  with  stores  of  God's  wori 
We  would  reply  that  according  to  the  present  manual  of  the  chaw1 
militant  its  chief  officers  can  no  more  become  perfect  preachers,  p« 
feet  pastors,  and  perfect  teachers,  than  the  graduates  of  ff<6 
Point,  while  choosing  and  restricted  to  choosing  one  branch  of  tw 
service,  can  become  model  officers  in  all  these  branches,  viz.,  in*1 
try,  cavalry,  artillery,  etc.    No  one,  however,  graduates  frem  u*1 
academy  without  knowing  something  about  each  of  these  element 
in  warfare.    That  individuals  may  always  be  found  who  will  she* 
a  great  range  of  aptitude,  and  be  fit  for  almost  anything.  1* 
little  bearing  on  the  discussion.    The  question  now  is  whether  «* 
minister  himself  is  not  cramped  by  a  prevalent  usage  which  re 
stricts  him  to  what  may  be  termed  the  enclosure  of  the  pulpit.* 
that  no  matter  how  great  his  natural  gifts  and  attainments  iwj. 
be  as  a  teacher,  he  finds  that  he  has  to  become  an  orator  tW| 
because  above  all  else  he  must  furnish  good  sermons,  wits. 
possible,  all  the  accessories  of  good  delivery,  good  voice, 
good  bodily  presence.    All  the  learning  of  Bentley  will  not  p«J 
him  so  well  as  Whitefield's  pronunciation  of  the  word  Me#P 
tamia,  which  is  said  to  have  once  melted  a  hardened  sinner 
tears.    We  may  legitimately  ask  whether  this  system  does* 
involve  a  serious  waste  of  power  to  the  church;  whether W 
are  not  many  who  could  be  great  as  church  teachers  wb° 
yet  obliged  to  try  and  become  what  they  were  never  IB*" 
simply  because  the  churches  are  built  for  the  exhorter  ■**"*!* 
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pit  and  the  listener  in  the  pew,  and  for  nobody  else.  Even  should 
he  desire  to  descend  from  the  rostrum  and  devote  one  of  his  San- 
day  services  to  the  work  of  expounding  the  Bible,  the  preacher 
finds  the  whole  weight  of  custom  against  him,  just  as  he  finds 
no  seat  made  ready  where  a  teacher  can  be  seen  by  the  con- 
gregation. Instead,  custom  demands  of  him  two  Sunday  orations ; 
the  first  he  has  reason  to  expect  will  be  heard  by  a  full  meeting ; 
the  second  by  one-half,  or  one-third,  or  in  New- York  often  less 
than  one-third  of  his  own  people.  To  contend  with  this  latter 
falling  off  is  frequently  one  of  the  great  trials  of  a  minister's  po- 
sition, met  in  many  cases  by  special  addresses  advertised  as  sug- 
gested by  current  topics  of  the  day.  These,  therefore,  as  a  sort  of 
Darwinian  variety  from  the  old  sermon  species  more  adapted  to 
altered  modern  conditions,  may  attract  those  who  will  not  be  fed 
from  the  former  tables  of  the  church.  We  confess  that  we  are 
weary  ourselves  of  the  second  Sunday  sermon,  no  matter  how 
good  it  may  be.  It  is  a  supernumerary  exercise,  nor  is  there  a 
single  sample  of  it  in  the  Bible. 


"BELIEVERS'  MEETINGS." 

The  following  letter  from  an  earnest  and  excellent  Christian 
gentleman  was  lately  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  New- 
York  Association.  We  submit  the  suggestion  it  contains  to 
Christian  brethren  in  other  cities  as  well  as  our  own,  hoping  it 
may  bear  fruit  in  meetings  that  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the 
Church  of  Christ : 

"  I  am  writing  you  this  line  to  know  if  Christians  interested  in 
the  Lord's  work  in  New-York,  could  not  arrange  yearly  or  half 
yearly  meetings  In  your  city,  similar  to  those  held  twice  every 
year  in  Dublin,  and  known  as  'the  Believers'  Meetings.'  The 
object  of  these  meetings  in  Dublin,  is  to  gather  together  from  all 
parts  Christians  of  various  denominations,  to  unite  in  prayer  and 
praise,  and  to  build  up  in  truth  and  love  the  children  of  God. 
The  arrangements  are  as  follows:  The  management  of  the 
meetings,  selection  of  speakers,  etc.,  is  committed  to  two  or  three 
earnest  and  discreet  brethren.  The  meetings  last  two  or  three 
days,  and  consist  of  three  regular  gatherings  each  day,  viz. : 
One  in  the  morning  from  half-past  seven  till  nine,  exclusively  for 
prayer.  At  nine  A.M.  a  general  breakfast,  at  which  an  appropri- 
ate topic  is  discussed,  and  generally  one  or  two  short  addresses 
are  heard  from  those  who  may  be  asked  to  speak.  At  noon 
they  again  assemble,  when  hymns  are  sung,  prayers  offered,  re- 
quests for  prayer  read,  then  two  or  three  addresses  made.  At 
seven  P.M.  a  similar  meeting  is  held.  This  programme  is  contin- 
ued throughout  the  days  of  the  meetings.  Having  had  the  priv- 
ilege of  attending  in  Dublin  several  of  these  gatherings  of  the 
Lord's  people,  and  having  experienced  the  blessed  results,  I 
thought  I  would  suggest  to  you  the  possibility  of  similar  meet- 
ings in  New-York,  where  Christians  from  the  different  States 
might  assemble  once  or  twice  a  year. 


Bit  \Totftjl  in  God. — "  That  is  the  great  point,  to  be  joyful  in 
God.  There  is  no  help  for  us  in  any  creature.  We  are  shnt  up 
as  prisoners  in  the  cells  of  these  bodies  which  debar  us  in  the  pres- 
ent life  from  much  real  intercourse  with  human  beings,  even 
though  they  are  our  nearest  friends ;  but  if  we  have  a  mind  to,  we 
can  get  even  so  near  God,  and  have  our  hearts  filled  with  him.  I 
used  to  think  of  heaven  as  far  away,  but  now  I  think  that  we  are 
in  the  very  midst  of  it,  only  we  are  shut  up  by  our  bodies  till 
death  lets  as  out.  Sometimes  a  verse  in  the  Bible  or  Daily  Food 
opens  up  to  me  a  world  of  meaning  and  clears  away  all  my  anxi- 
eties. I  begin  each  morning  in  doubt  and  fear,  and  rise  from  my 
knees  bold  and  confident" — W.  Craig. 

Distrust  Yourself  but  hot  God. — "  The  greatest  wrong  you 
can  do  to  God  is  to  doubt  his  love.  It  is  right  to  cherish  great 
self-distrust,  to  realize  your  weakness  and  helplessness,  but  do  not 
atop  here.  Confide  as  much  more  in  God  as  you  hope  less  from 
yourself." — Madame  Guj/on. 


GOOD  OUT  OP  EVIL. 

In  looking  at  the  pictures  given  in  the  illustrated  papers,  of  the 
late  inundation  which  flooded  the  streets  of  New-Orleans,  we 
felt  a  pang  of  deep  regret  for  the  Association  just  started  so 
happily,  in  that  city.  It  seemed  that  such  a  general  disaster 
could  hardly  fail  to  embarrass  our  members  in  the  beginning  of 
their  good  work.  The  following  paragraph  of  the  letter,  pub- 
lished entire  in  another  column,  from  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion, will  be  a  source  of  relief  and  satisfaction  to  all  friends  of 
our  cause. 

"The  overflow  which  has  recently  submerged  a  very  largo 
section  of  our  city  has,  under  Providence,  brought  our  Associa- 
tion prominently  before  the  public.  While  the  waters  filled  the 
streets  and  flowed  through  the  dwellings,  a  delegation  from  the 
Association  was  daily  at  work,  rowing  from  house  to  house,  and 
ministering  to  the  needy  without  distinction  of  race  or  color. 
We  were  thus  able  to  show  that  we  care  for  the  temporal  as 
well  as  the  spiritual  wants  of  our  fellow-citizens." 


Ret.  William  B.  Culliss,  who  was  for  a  long  time  the  faith- 
ful and  efficient  Secretary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Philadelphia, 
and  who  was  at  all  times,  during  his  recent  pastorate  in  that 
city,  an  active  and  efficient  friend  of  our  cause,  has  lately  be- 
come the  pastor  of  the  Washburn  Presbyterian  Church  in  Scran- 
ton,  Pa.  His  ministry  has  begun  very  promisingly,  and  we  con- 
gratulate our  members  in  Scran  ton  on  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Culliss  in  their  city. 

Tee  Piety  that  Survives  Relapses.—"  Look  at  the  tide 
when  it  is  coming  in.  There  is  movement  upon  tlie  whole.  The 
water  is  sure  to  cover  that  beach  in  a  few  hours'  time.  But  it  is 
not  movement  witlumt  relaptet.  Each  wave  gains  a  little  ground, 
but  falls  back  as  soon  as  it  has  plashed  upon  the  shore.  So  in  the 
Christian  life,  there  may  be  a  forward  movement  on  the  whole  con- 
sistent with  many  relapses,  provided  they  be  lapses  that  proceed 
from  infirmity,  not  from  malice  prepense.  Deliberate,  habitual 
sin  can  not  consist  with  spiritual  growth.  The  great  question  is 
whether,  after  every  such  fall,  the  will  (as  in  the  case  of  the  apostle 
Peter)  recovers  its  spring  and  elasticity,  and  makes  a  fresh  start 
with  new  and  more  fervent  prayer  and  resolve." — Goutburn. 


Written  for  the  AeBocunox  Moxthlt. 

THE  KINGDOM  WITHIN. 

"Thb  kingdom  of  God  U  within  yon."— Lckk  17 :  SI. 

Can  my  heart — this  poor  vile  thing — 
Own  the  Saviour  for  its  king? 
Yes,  he  plants  his  kingdom  there, 
Guards  it  with  his  loving  care. 

Can  I  make  it  fit  for  him  ? 
Cleanse  it  of  all  pride  and  sin  1 
Oh !  how  pure  that  heart  should  bo 
For  a  ruler,  Lord,  like  thee  1 

No,  I  can  not  make  it  pure, 
I  can  only  ope  the  door 
To  admit  my  glorious  King, 
Praying  that  He'll  enter  in. 

Enter,  Lord,  with  love  divine, 
All  my  will  subdue  to  thine. 
Make  my  heart  thy  dwelling  place, 
Purify  it  with  thy  grace. 

Thus  in  me  thy  kingdom  come, 
More  and  more  thy  will  bo  done, 
More  and  more  thy  love  impart, 
Make  a  heaven  Of  my  heart. 
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MONET  FOR   OUR  ASSOCIATIONS. 

HOW  SHALL  IT  BE  RAISED? 

ax  AUUMM  dxxjvbkkd  BmroM  thb  iktkrkatxohai.  coirvsrTiox  hxls  eh 
VAsanrsTOK,  ».  o.,  mat  M-S7, 1871,  bt 

JOHN  WANAHAKXK. 

In  glancing  over  the  last  annual  report  of  one  of  our  foremost 
associations  I  was  struck  with  the  significant  sentence,  "  The  asso- 
ciation has  always  labored  under  the  embarrassment  of  having  no 
regular  source  of  revenue  at  all  adequate  to  its  necessary  current 
expenses."  Equal  candor  would  compel  nine  tenths  of  all  our  as- 
sociations to  make  the  same  pitiable  admission.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be 
doubted  if  there  is  one  single  organization  represented  in  this  con. 
vention  to-day  which  has  not  known  by  painful  experience  what  it 
is  to  be  hampered  and  embarrassed  in  its  work  by  the  want  of  a 
few  thousand,  or  it  may  be  of  bnt  a  few  hundred  dollars  annually. 
Many  a  good  work  of  this  kind  has  failed  through  no  other  lack 
than  that  of  funds,  and  over  the  grave  of  many  a  once  promising 
association  might  be  written  the  epitaph,  "  Starved  to  death." 
There  is  money  enough  among  Christians,  and  it  is  available  if 
properly  sought.  Christian  communities  will  sympathize  with  our 
work  and  contribute  to  its  support  when  they  understand  it. 
What  we  need  to-day  is  to  devise  and  adopt  some  simple,  practical, 
and  business-like  scheme  of  gaining  for  our  associations  an  income 
large  and  reliable. 

Let  our  first  inquiry  then  be  this :  Why  have  we  failed  in  rais- 
ing money  for  the  support  of  our  associations  T 

I  shall  venture  to  reply :  From  want  of  a  more  perfect,  more 
business-like  organization  of  the  financial  part  of  the  work.  Those 
of  yon  who  are  familiar  with  the  loose  way  in  which  the  finances 
of  our  associations  have  been  conducted  will  bear  me  oat  in  say- 
ing that  such  a  way  of  doing  business  would  disgrace  a  twentieth- 
class  shopkeeper ;  and  should  we  attempt  to  conduct  our  private 
business  in  such  a  way,  it  would  bankrupt  the  richest  of  as  in  six 
months.  Business  is  business  as  much  in  the  room  of  our  Finance 
Committee  as  in  the  counting-house  of  any  mercantile  establish- 
ment, and  should  be  conducted  on  as  sound  business  principles. 
Let  us  overhaul  the  whole  matter.  Let  us  put  our  best  business 
men  on  oar  Committees  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  is  said  Christians 
do  not  support  our  work.  I  know  too  much  of  the  heart  of  these 
men,  and  have  had  too  much  experience  of  their  willingness  to 
help  every  good  work,  to  believe  any  such  slander  of  them  ;  bat  if 
we  have  failed  of  their  cooperation  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  some 
way  we  have  failed  to  awaken  their  interest. 

It  is  often  complained  that  even  our  ministers  stand  aloof  from 
us.  If  so,  it  is  because  we  have  failed  to  make  our  position  clearly 
understood.  Let  our  ministers  understand  that  we  only  seek  to  be 
their  allies ,  that  they  are  not  ruled  out  of  oar  councils ;  that  we 
court  their  guidance  and  support,  and  we  shall  enlist  the  good 
offices  of  our  pastors. 

Why  have  we  failed  to  secure  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian 
community?  In  some  cases  we  have  failed  to  deserve  it.  Not 
that  we  have  done  any  thing  unworthy,  but  have  done  nothing. 
While  expensive  means  are  necessary  to  large  and  extended  work, 
there  still  is  important  work  that  can  be  done  without  a  dollar  ; 
and  unless  we  first  do  that,  we  establish  no  claim  to  increased  reve. 
nue.  Only  he  that  is  faithful  in  that  which  is  least  is  to  be  made 
ruler  over  much.  I  once  inquired  of  a  prominent  gentleman,  in  no 
inconsiderable  town,  about  the  T.  M.  C.  A.,  which  I  knew  had  been 
established  there  some  years  before  ;  the  reply  was,  "  I  don't  know 
that  we  have  any  such  organization  among  our  young  men." 
Could  that  organization  complain  that  it  was  poorly  supported  T 
Let  such  an  association  wake,  and  do  something  for  the  Master ; 
let  it  do  such  a  work  that  no  citizen  who  reads  the  papers,  and  has 
an  interest  in  church  matters  generally,  can  be,  to  say  the  least, 
ignorant  of  its  existence. 

Another  reason  for  oar  failing  to  secure  the  sympathy  of  those 
who  could  contribute  to  our  support  is  that  we  have  not  given 
sufficient  and  wise  publicity  to  our  work.  This  is  a  delicate  point. 
For  in  no  way  could  we  more  quickly  offend  and  estrange  sensi- 
ble men  than  by  being  forever  blowing  our  own  trumpets ;  telling 


the  wonderful  things  we  have  done  or  mean  to  do,  boastfully 
vaunting  ourselves  through  our  work. 

I  mean  nothing  of  that  kind.  But  there  are  legitimate  and  sen- 
Bible  ways  of  making  the  public  familiar  with  our  work.  First, 
we  have  our  Association  Monthxt,  every  copy  worth  to  an  ear- 
nest leader  in  our  work  the  cost  of  a  year's  subscription ;  and  yet 
with  all  this  but  a  few  copies  are  circulated.  Members,  instead  of 
taking  only  a  few  copies  themselves,  should  induce  others  to  take 
and  read  it. 

Then  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  the  daily  papers.  They  an 
open  to  every  good  work ;  they  are  not  closed  to  us.  Let  the 
necessary  means  be  used  to  secure  the  publication  of  suitable  arti- 
cles calling  attention  to  oar  work. 

Public  monthly  meetings,  made  interesting  enough  to  secure 
large  audiences,  is  another  means  to  the  same  end.  Have  good, 
efficient  committees ;  hold  the  meetings  in  the  churches ;  secure 
men  of  popular  talent  whom  the  people  are  glad  to  hear,  and  bo 
difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  gathering  large  audiences. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  large  expense  of  a  flourishing 
association  will  be  borne  by  the  young  men  who  constitute  te  active 
membership.  It  is  wise  that  the  initiation  fees  and  yearly  duet  be 
fixed  at  a  low  figure,  that  not  even  the  poorest  may  be  excluded  or 
feel  that  connection  with  the  association  will  subject  them  to  ex- 
pense that  they  can  ill  afford.  Let  the  fees  and  dues,  however,  be 
regularly  collected,  and  this  will  form  the  basis  of  a  yearly  reve- 
nue. 

Fairs  have  been  tried,  and  at  times  have  done  good  service;  b«t 
as  a  dependence  for  a  yearly  income  nothing  could  be  more  nun- 
liable,  for  the  novelty  soon  wears  out.  Lectures  have  been  tried, 
and  they,  too,  in  their  place,  have  and  do  serve  a  good  purpose. 
But  the  amount  that  can  be  derived  from  this  source,  even  in  our 
large  cities,  is  entirely  inadequate  and  far  too  precarious  to  be  re- 
lied upon.  Collections  have  been  tried  in  churches,  but  too  oftm 
with  indifferent  response.  Such  appeals  are  not  sufficiently  indi- 
vidual. Every  church  owes  us  a  collection  every  year;  but  it 
is  a  question  of  expediency  to  ask  for  or  to  take  it. 

I  have  most  faith  in  the  subscription  plan,  and,  properly  exe- 
cuted, it  would  solve  the  vexed  question  of  support.  I  would  em- 
phasize the  words  "  properly  executed,"  because  the  difficulty  wits 
half  the  plans  is  not  in  the  plans  themselves  so  much  as  in  the  d* 
ficient  execution  of  them.  The  subscription  plan  is  simple  ud 
easy  of  application.    There  are  three  methods. 

The  first  commits  the  work  to  the  board  of  managers,  each  & 
whom  in  his  own  circle  obtains  a  list  of  subscribers,  few  in  M» 
ber  and  easily  reached.    This  plan  is  successful  in  New-York. 

Another  method  is  to  appoint  a  collector  in  each  church.  Still 
another  method,  and  perhaps  the  best,  is  to  have  some  one  cottl*- 
tent  and  salaried  person  to  whom  the  whole  matter  is  committed. 
To  the  working  of  this  plan  the  one  thing  essential  is  a  compel*1 
person,  the  right  man  for  the  right  place.  Such  a  man  can  go  W 
among  our  business  men,  judiciously  present  the  cause  and  * 
claims,  and  in  this  way  secure  the  needed  funds.  He  will  pay  l" 
own  salary  five  times  over  out  of  the  increased  income.  To  sua 
up  all  that  has  been  said : 

1.  Reorganize  the  finances  on  a  thorough  business  basis. 

2.  Call  on  your  members  and  subscribers  promptly  to  p»T  •" 
dues,  fees,  and  subscriptions. 

8.  Use  all  extra  means,  such  as  lectures,  entertainments  when 
clearly  expedient ;  but  never  make  them  a  dependence. 

4.  Rely  mainly  on  the  subscription  plan,  in  whichever  of  >t» 
modifications  is  best  adapted  to  the  individual  association ;  and,  1> 
conclusion,  these  two  injunctions : 

First.  Execute  faithfully  whatever  plan  yon  may  adopt 

Second.  Do  not  spend  the  money  until  yon  have  raised  it 


"  A  bad  exterior  is  more  sore  to  repel  than  to  attract  to  fWf- 
Serve  God  with  a  certain  joyonsness  of  spirit,  with  a  freedom  ami 
openness,  which  render  it  manifest  that  his  yoke  is  easy." 

"  What  we  call  the  death  of  the  will  is  the  passage  of  «■»  "^ 
into  the  will  of  God." 
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PRESIDENTIAL   QUALIFICATIONS. 

Thk  division  and  downfall  of  an  Institution  ia  often  traced  to  a 
■ingle  individual,  or  at  most  to  two  or  three ;  bo  the  growth  and 
enterprise  of  the  same  will  depend  largely  on  the  quality  of  the 
leadership  it  is  able  to  secure. 

The  President's  position  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  activi- 
ty of  an  Association  as  to  command  serious  and  thoughtful  con- 
sideration. We  beg  to  present  a  few  of  the  requisites  of  this 
important  office.  Before  enumerating  these,  however,  we  may 
mention  that  he  should  be  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
and  of  the  Executive  Committee,  presiding,  as  far  as  possible,  at 
all  meetings  of  the  Association,  and  carefully  appointing  the 
several  committees. 

(1.)  He  should  be  a  young  man.  This  perhaps  is  a  not  very  defi- 
nite term,  especially  if  left  to  the  opinion  of  the  individual  himself. 
From  forty  to  forty-five  is  probably  a  fair  limit.  A  person  can 
hardly  claim  to  be  a  young  man  after  that  age,  though  it  must 
be  confessed  that  years  are  not  always  the  best  criterion  of  a 
young  man. 

(3.)  He  should  be  a  man  of  business.  Our  Association  has 
to  do  especially  with  practical  Christianity  in  its  relations  to 
young  men.  It  seeks  them  in  the  boarding-house,  at  their  work, 
as  they  walk  the  streets,  or  crowd  the  places  of  amusement,  on 
the  sick  bed,  or  in  the  paths  of  the  social  destroyer.  The  oipres- 
sion  which  business  gives  to  the  President  of  such  a  society  if 
rightly  applied,  is  invaluable.  He  is  a  peer  among  those  he  seeks 
to  reach,  knows  their  trials  and  modes  of  thinking,  and  can  thus 
better  discern  ways  of  approach  to  them.  The  financial  interests 
of  the  Association  involve  responsibilities  that  are  sometimes 
very  grave.  To  meet  these  with  wisdom,  economy  and  energy,  re- 
quires one  bred  in  the  strife  of  buainess ;  mismanagement  here 
may  take  the  very  life  of  the  society,  disgrace  the  whole  member- 
ship, and  more  than  all  dishonor  Christianity.  If  he  is  a  young 
man  of  financial  standing,  all  the  better ;  all  our  Associations 
need  funds,  and  his  ability  to  bring  money  into  the  treasury  is 
not  a  qualification  to  be  overlooked.  But  a  word  of  caution, 
however,  is  necessary.  Have  no  mere  figure-heads.  Do  not  make 
the  richest  man  the  President,  because  he  is  rich,  and  will  give 
yon  a  name  and  supply  your  treasury.  The  silver-eoating  can- 
not deceive  the  Master  in  whose  name  we  labor,  and  the  disguise 
will  soon  wear  off  here  and  there,  and  reveal  to  the  world  the 
base  metal  of  worldliness  and  hypocrisy. 

(8.)  He  should  possess  executive  ability.  The  variety  of  busi- 
ness, the  different  individuals  to  be  dealt  with,  require  sagacious 
foresight  and  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  President.  The 
confidence  of  the  community  will  be  largely  dependent  upon  his 
ability  to  plan  and  push  forward  the  work  of  the  Association. 
This  should  not  be  left  solely  to  the  secretary  and  other  officers. 

(4)  If  possible,  let  him  be  a  man  of  liberal  culture.  He  cannot 
bring  too  much  learning  to  his  office.  Combined  with  his  educa- 
tion should  be* practical  knowledge  of  parliamentary  usage  and 
fair  powers  as  a  speaker. 

(5.)  Prominence  as  a  politician  is  no  recommendation.  A  poli- 
tician is  usually  a  selfish,  ambitious  man,  bent  on  his  own  ag- 
grandisement ;  he  is  generally  the  last  man  for  a  president  of  a 
T.  M.  C.  A. 

(6.)  He  should  be  a  man  whose  moral  character  is  irreproacha- 
ble. It  ought  to  be  unnecessary  to  make  such  a  statement,  but  the 
dishonesty  that  abounds  in  these  times,  in  officers  of  responsibili- 
ty and  trust,  compel  us  to  exercise  much  caution.  The  man  who 
has  any  stain  upon  his  character,  or  who  has  not  the  confidence 
of  the  religious  or  business  community,  should  not  be  for  one 
moment  thought  of  for  such  an  office,  no  matter  what  his  social 
position  or  influence.  If  such  a  questionable  character  Alls  the 
place  he  should  be  at  onoe  removed. 

(7.)  He  should  be  a  friend  of  young  men.  Some  men  whose  in- 
tentions are  good,  seem  almost  wholly  lacking  in  their  power  to 
win  young  men,  in  the  same  way  that  others  have  no  power  to 
attract  children.    The  President  should  be  able  to  make  young 


mm  feel  that  he  has  a  real  interest  in  them,  not  afraid  to  shake 
them  cordially  by  the  hand  and  advise  with  them.  The  hand  of 
sympathy  from  such  a  source  may  be  the  starting  point  of  a  new 
career  in  the  life  of  a  young  man. 

(8.)  He  should  be  familiar  with  the  work  of  the  society  in  all 
its  departments,  and  have,  as  far  as  practicable,  an  acquaintance 
with  all  its  members.  In  this  way  only  can  he  fully  meet  his 
duties. 

(9.)  He  should  be  a  leader.  It  is  the  general  complaint  of  our 
Associations  that  the  work  is  confined  to  a  few  members.  This 
condition  of  things  lies  partly,  we  believe,  at  the  door  of  those 
who  manage  them.  Let  the  presiding  officer  not  be  a  man  who 
merely  second*  the  work,  but  one  who  can  enter  into  it  personal- 
ly and  lead  it.  On  the  battle-field,  the  contest  is  often  decided 
by  the  personal  daring  and  courage  of  the  general  who  is  will- 
ing to  risk  his  own  life  with  those  of  his  soldiers  in  order  to 
achieve  victory.  Has  the  Christian  officer  a  cause  less  worthy  of 
individual  sacrifice  and  heroism  ? 

(10.)  He  should  be  a  Christian,  a  member  of  an  evangelical 
church,  a  man  strong  in  faith  and  who  believes  heartily  in  the 
efficiency  of  prayer.  He  should  look  upon  the  secular  depart- 
ments of  the  society  as  of  only  secondary  importance,  and  ever 
keep  the  religious  work  foremost  in  his  mind.  But  he  should 
be  not  only  a  Christian,  but  an  aggressive  Christian,  of  that  en- 
terprising type  which  is  constantly  pushing  forward  and  devising 
new  methods  of  reaching  men  and  perfecting  those  already  in 
use.  Let  him  avoid  running  in  ruts,  and  surround  the  work 
with  a  perennial  freshness. 

We  might  add  other  important  qualifications,  but  we  do  not 
look  for  a  perfect  man,  and  will  leave  something  to  be  filled  up 
by  him  who  bears  the  honors  and  holds  the  responsibilities  of  the 
office. 


"As  air  rushes  to  a  vacuum,  so  God  fills  the  soul  emptied  of 
self." 


Written  tor  the  Amuunn  Mohthlt. 
SPEAK  OF  CHKIST. 


Oh  !  speak  to  me  of  Christ.    No  t 

Falls  on  my  ravished  ear 
With  half  the  sweetness,  half  the  charm 

That  makes  it  bliss  to  hear 
A  loving  voice  pronounce  that  word 

As  one  who  holds  it  dear. 

Hast  thou  not  in  some  favored  hour 

Beheld  him  face  to  face  ? 
And  canst  thou  not  make  known  to  me 

Its  beauty  and  its  grace, 
And  lure  me  on  to  seek  for  him 

In  some  familiar  place  f 

Hast  thou  not  feasted  on  his  word 

And  found  it  meat  indeed  T 
And  canst  thou  not  a  fragment  spare 

On  which  my  soul  may  feed — 
Some  promise,  whispered  by  His  lips, 

To  meet  my  sorest  need  t 

Has  he  not  revelations  made 

In  sacred  hours  to  thee, 
That  thou  canst  hold  as  sacred  trust, 

And  yet  confide  to  me, 
Who  love,  but  fain  would  love  htm  more. 

Have  seen,  yet  more  would  see  t 

Yes,  speak  of  Christ  1    As  one  who  speak* 

Of  his  familiar  friend ; 
As  one  who  sees  him  hour  by  hour. 

May  on  his  steps  attend, 
As  one  who  oft,  on  reverend  knee, 

Before  him  loves  to  bend. 

Speak  with  a  living  warmth,  a  glow 

That  shall  my  heart  inflame, 
And  with  thy  rich  and  conscious  love 

Put  my  cold  heart  to  shame, 
Until  I  too  have  learned  to  speak 

That  dearest,  dearest  Name ! 
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Charles  (Sobbstb's  SMill. 

FROM  THE  DIARY  OF  A.  MINISTER'S   WIPE. 

Monday,  March  1. — Edward  did  not  return  to-day,  as  I  expected, 

Instead  of  himself  came  a  letter,  saying  that,  being  so  near  N , 

lie  had  decided  to  go  down  and  spend  the  night  with  Charles  God 
dard  ;  and,  what  is  very  strange,  by  the  same  mail  came  a  letter 
from  Charles,  asking  him  to  come  down  this  week  if  possible,  as 
he  is  to  sail  for  Europe  on  Saturday.  He  adds  that  lost  week  he 
made  his  will,  by  which  he  leaves  one  half  of  his  large  property  to 
Edward  and  myself,  "  hoping  that  if  he  should  not  return  he  may 
be  kept  in  remembrance  by  those  who  have  been  dearest  to  him." 
I  wish  he  had  not  written  that  sentence,  and  I  am  sorry  that  it 
came  in  Edward's  absence ;  but  none  the  less  do  I  thank  you,  good, 
generous  Cousin  Charles !  It  is  no  small  thing  for  a  young  clergy- 
man, in  debt,  with  nothing  to  depend  upon  under  Providence  but  the 
uncertainties  of  a  country  parish,  to  nave  this  provision  for  the 
future.  It  may  never  come ;  we  certainly  will  be  In  no  hurry  to 
receive  it ;  but  thank  yon,  and  thank  God  I 

It  is  something  so  strange  and  unthought  of,  that  I  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  adjust  my  thoughts  to  it.  Edward  deliberately  renounced 
his  unusual  prospects  of  worldly  success,  and  chose  the  work  of 
the  ministry  for  the  love  of  it,  and  my  whole  heart  went  with  him 
in  his  choice.  The  work  was  to  be  its  own  reward.  We  were  to 
live  far  from  the  soiling  sphere  of  greed  and  gain.  We  were  to  be 
rich  in  each  other's  love ;  in  sweet  content  and  trust ;  in  helping 
others  heavenward,  and  in  our  own  blessed  hope  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance.  We  did  not  want  money  ;  we  rather  looked  down 
upon  it.  I  do  not  know  how  we  should  bear  it ;  I  do  not  think 
we  should  grow  idle,  perhaps  not  selfish.  I  wonder  if  Edward 
could  ever  grow  self-indulgent  and  spend  his  time  in  literary  tri- 
fles, or  if  I  could  learn  to  love  the  vanities  and  luxuries  which  have 
been  hitherto  beyond  my  reach.  I  hope  and  pray  that  we  may 
never  think  of  money  as  any  thing  but  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  spent 
in  blessing  and  beautifying  God's  world  for  Him.  I  would  rather 
lead  the  barest  and  humblest  life  than  lose  the  ideals  and  hopes, 
the  high,  unworldly,  Christian  aims  which  have  been  the  glory  of 
our  youthful  love.     Indeed  I  would  I 

Wednesday,  March  8. — Stranger  still,  and  oh !  how  shocking ! 
Edward  did  not  come  to-day — only  a  letter  from  him,  with  the 
astounding  news  that  Charles  Goddard  was  found  dead  in  his  bed 
yesterday  morning.  His  brother  Chester  was  there  with  Edward. 
They  had  spent  the  previous  evening  together,  and  left  him  at 
eleven  o'clock  apparently  well.  He  has  funded  for  years  that  he 
had  a  disease  of  the  heart.  Probably  the  excitement  of  seeing  his 
friends  for  the  last  time  before  leaving  brought  on  trouble  in  that 
organ. 

How  terrible !  Would  that  Edward  would  come  home — not, 
however,  till  he  has  done  all  that  he  can  do  to  honor  the  memory 
of  such  a  friend.  That  will — how  strange !  I  would  almost  rather 
that  it  should  not  have  been,  for  then  we  could  mourn  purely  and 
freely. 

How  generous,  how  magnanimous  he  has  been  to  me  1  God 
forgive  me  that  I  ever  gave  him  pain,  or  cast  a  shadow  over  his 
noble  life  1 

Sometimes  I  have  allowed  myself  to  wish  for  wealth  and  outward 
prosperity.  How  mean  and  valueless  they  seem,  purchased  at  such 
a  price  I  I  could  fling  them  to  the  ground  and  weep,  not  only  for 
what  they  cost  bnt  for  what  they  are.  They  will  not  sit  well  upon 
us.  We  have  lived  too  long  in  our  dreams  and  ideals.  We  are 
not  fitted  to  become  thrifty,  woll-to-do  people — we  who  were  so 
bravely  to  look  down  upon  vulgar  prosperity,  and  keep  our  own 
high  way.  Ah  I  perhaps  that  pride  was  as  offensive  to  God  as  the 
pride  of  wealth.  Whatever  thou  sendest,  O  my  Father !  let  me 
see  thy  hand  in  it,  receive  it  from  thee,  and  use  it  for  thee. 

Friday. — Edward  has  come  at  last — tired,  pale,  and  silent,  most 
unlike  himself.  He  has  been  through  a  terrible  scene.  He  has 
told  me  but  little,  and  I  do  not  ask  him,  every  recollection  of  it 
seems  so  painful.  He  says  that  a  post-mortem  examination  dis- 
covered that  the  heart  was  in  a  diseased  state,  which  might  have 
caused  death  at  any  moment. 

Saturday. — Every  thing  seems  wrong.  Can  Mr.  Goddard  have 
betrayed  his  own  secret,  which  I  have  sacredly  kept,  and  can 
Edward  possibly  have  a  feeling  which  prevents  his  speaking  freely 
to  me  about  him  ?  I  imagine  that  he  has,  and  the  mere  imagina- 
tion makes  me  act  constrainedly.  If  he  would  only  let  me  tell 
him  that  my  sorest  grief  is,  that  I  did  not  value  Charles  enough — 
they  were  so  different ! 

I  can  not  introduce  the  subject  and  show  him  that  letter.  Why 
does  he  not  allude  to  the  will  ?  He  answered  me  almost  rudely 
when  I  asked  him  to-day  about  Chester  Goddard,  who  is  the  other 
heir.  I  can  not  understand  it.  Ah  me !  why  can  not  we  sorrow 
together  ?  If  I  could  only  lay  my  head  in  its  old  place  and  weep 
— yes,  weep  for  Charles,  my  cousin,  my  generous,  noble  friend, 
who  loved  me  all  his  life,  who  has  gone  solitary  to  his  grave,  pour- 
ing his  lost  blessing  upon  my  head !    Dear  Edward,  your  wife 


might  weep  such  tears  on  your  bosom ;  but  my  bitterest  sorrow  is, 
that  you  will  not  allow  me  to  share  yours. 

Tuesday  evening. — Edward  goes  about  his  parish  duties  most 
faithfully,  yet  with  a  sad  heart.  He  seems  to  have  learned  s 
solemn  lesson  of  the  uncertainty  and  the  true  value  of  life.  It  ii 
affecting  to  see  his  devotion  to  the  sick  and  suffering,  and  to  hear 
his  earnest,  holy  words  on  the  Sabbath.  This  evening,  at  hit 
weekly  service,  he  preached  a  short,  extemporaneous  lecture,  from 
the  text,  "  Beware  of  covetousness ;  for  a  man's  life  eonsisteth  not 
in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  possesseth."  Be  spoke 
of  the  fearful  hold  which  this  passion  takes  of  the  sonl ;  of  its 
gradual  progress,  until,  perhaps,  the  covetous  man  finds  himself  i 
murderer,  recoiling  from  the  crime  he  has  committed,  and  in  stem 
self-retribution  forbidding  himself  to  reap  its  promised  fruits. 
His  words  were  so  earnest,  so  vehement,  that  the  house  wu 
breathless.  One  would  have  thought  that  he  described  what  he 
had  actually  known.  And  then  how  humbly  and  tenderly  he 
prayed  that  God  would  forgive  and  help  us  all — "for  who  among 
us  is  innocent  1" 

I  had  intended  to  show  him  that  letter  to-night ;  but  this  is  no 
time.    A  mountain  of  reserve  has  risen  up  between  us. 

Wednesday,  Marc/i  10. — I  am  perplexed  and  miserable  with 
thoughts  and  fancies  which  I  can  not  put  upon  paper.  I  hare 
become  so  foolishly  nervous  that  the  mere  entrance  of  two  strange 
gentlemen  made  me  tremble  from  head  to  foot.  They  proved  to 
be  Mr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Stebblns,  collefre  class-mates  of  Edward'!, 
who  are  on  a  journey.  He  persuaded  them  to  stay  and  spend  the 
night.  I  am  thankful  to  have  his  thoughts  diverted  by  their 
pleasant  talk. 

Thursday. — At  breakfast  this  morning,  Mr.  Graham  spoke  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  Goddard,  who  was  another  class-mate  at  Tale.  In 
the  course  of  the  conversation,  he  asked,  "  To  whom  did  Goddard 
leave  his  property  V  I  looked  at  Edward.  He  turned  pale,  lam 
sure  he  did,  as  he  replied,  "  To  his  brother,  I  suppose.''  Whit 
does  it  mean  f  Can  it  be  possible  that  he  knows  nothing  of  that 
will?  But  if  not,  why  should  he  show  such  emotion!  I  feel 
almost  sure  that  it  is  not  ignorance  which  keeps  him  so  reserved : 
but  if  not  ignorance,  what  is  it  ?  O  my  husband !  why  will  yon 
not  trust  me,  and,  whatever  trouble  may  be  upon  you,  share  it 
with  the  heart  which  has  nothing  for  you  but  sympathy  and  ten 
derness  ?  It  is  dreadful  to  live  so  far  apart !  I  must  summon 
courage  and  break  the  spell.  Till  then  my  thoughts  will"?o 
sounding  on  their  dim  and  perilous  way."  I  must  know  whether 
I  am  dealing  with  fancies  or  realities. 

Saturday. — Edward  accompanied  his  friends  on  a  short  excur- 
sion, and  did  not  return  till  to-day.  It  was  almost  a  relief  to  lure 
him  away.  I  resolutely  set  myself  to  think  over,  as  calmly  tf 
possible,  this  whole  sod  perplexity,  and  to  decide  what  I  ought  to 
do.  I  came  to  these  results :  that  my  husband's  conduct  is  utterly 
inexplicable ;  that  I  have  a  right  (ah !  but  shall  I  claim  the  right!) 
to  ask  his  confidence ;  and,  for  myself,  that  I  have  done  wrong  w 
keep  bock  that  letter,  and  will,  at  whatever  cost,  show  it  to  him 
at  once.  And  who  knows,  1  thought,  as  I  went  to  bed  last  night, 
that  this  great  black  mountain  will  not  prove  to  be  a  shadow, 
after  all? 

This  morning  I  arose  early,  feeling  very  heroic  and  ready  for 
any  thing.  Edward  came  at  twelve.  My  courage  sank  it  1  •»* 
his  pale  face.  I  flew  to  the  gate  to  meet  him.  He  led  me  Uto 
the  house  and  kissed  me,  in  his  old  tender  manner.  This  gave"1' 
courage,  and  we  talked  more  freely  than  we  had  done  before  since 

he  came  from  N .     I  spoke  of  his  health,  his  look  of  mtignf. 

his  restless  nights,  his  talking  in  his  sleep. 

"  Talk  in  my  sleep !    What  about  V  he  asked  quickly. 

I  hesitated. 

"  What  about  ?"  he  repeated. 

"  Several  times  you  have  mentioned  Mr.  Goddard." 

"What  have  I  said  t  I  should  like  to  know."  He  tried  to  (peak 
indifferently. 

"  Not  much,"  I  answered  evasively. 

"  No  wonder,"  he  said,  after  a  pause.  *'  That  dreadful  time  I  « 
would  not  be  strange  if  I  talked  strangely.  AU  sorts  of  tbing> 
become  mixed  up  in  an  excited  imagination." 

"  And  you  once  said  something  about  Chester  Goddard.  Ton 
seemed  to  be  talking  to  him  very  earnestly." 

"  Well,  Molly  dear,  you  must  not  mind  what  people  say  in  their 
dreams,"  he  said,  kissing  me,  and  turning  as  if  to  leave  the  room- 

"  Not  even  if  you  should  tell  me  that  Mr.  Goddard  left  you  W 
his  fortune?" 

"  What  do  you  mean  T  Did  I  ever  talk  in  that  way  V 

"  Oh  1  no,  darling,  neither  asleep  nor  awake." 

■'What  put  that  into  your  head?  No,  Mary  dear,"  he  saw. 
gently  drawing  my  head  to  his  shoulder ;  "  let  ua  not  dream  *** 
dreams.  We  have  enough.  Let  us  be  enough  to  each  othMr,  w* 
God's  blessing  upon  our  love." 

"  Let  us  be,  Edward !  Let  me  be  enough  to  you !  That  to  *" ' 
wish.    Let  me  share  all  with  you  I" 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1871.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


165 


"  You  do  share  all,  dearest ; "  lie  paused  and  added,  "  All  that  is 
mine." 

I  was  going  on  to  make  my  grand  confession,  when,  at  that  mo- 
ment, I  heard  the  gate  open,  and,  looking  out  of  the  window,  I 
saw  a  short,  stout  woman,  with  a  large  basket  on  her  arm,  coming 
toward  the  door.    Edward  looked  also,  and  exclaimed, "  Why,  that 

is " 

Who  it  was  remained  unspoken,  for  my  husband  hastily  left  the 
room.    Ho  returned  in  a  few  minutes,  and  informed  me  that  the 
mysterious  visitor  was  Miss  Sally  Blunt,  who  had  been  Mr.  God- 
dard's  housekeeper  for  many  years. 
"  And  pray  what  brings  her  here  ?" 

"  She  is  on  her  way  to  Springfield,  to  visit  her  daughter,  and 
stopped  to  spend  the  Sabbath  with  us." 
"  How  strange  1" 

"  But  do  come  and  see  her,  Mary,  and  be  as  civil  as  you  can.  She 
is  a  good,  kind-hearted  woman,  with  all  her  queerities.  She  is  the 
one,  you  know,  who  prophesied  that  I  '  should  make  a  growin' 
preacher.' " 

I  laughed  and  followed  him  to  the  parlor,  where  sat  Miss  Sally, 
with  wide-spread  lap,  portly  and  comfortable.  I  welcomed  her 
with  undiesembied  pleasure.  To.  tell  the  truth,  I  felt  a  secret 
interest  in  the  woman  who  had  sustained  such  a  relation  to 
Charles  Goddard. 

We  exchanged  salutations,  Miss  Sally  surveying  me  with_  a 
scrutiny  which  I  attributed  to  her  partiality  for  the  "  growin' 
preacher,"  and  then  she  turned  to  him. 

"  How  thin  you  be,  Mr.  Leslie  1    You  don't  look  like  the  same 
man  you  used  to." 
Edward  assured  her  that  he  was  quite  well. 

"  That  last  visit  of  yourn  to  N was  enough  to  upset  any 

body.    It  would  be  extr'or'nary  if  it  hadn't  affected  your  health 
and  spirits." 

"  I  am  quite  well,"  he  said  quietly.  "  But  Mary,  we  forget  that 
Miss  Sally  has  had  a  long  journey." 
'•  Yes.  Let  me  show  you  your  room.  Miss  Blunt,"  said  I. 
When  there,  Miss  Sally  laid  aside  her  basket,  took  off  her  bon- 
net and  shawl,  seated  her  ample  proportions  upon  the  carpet,  and 
proceeded  to  unlace  her  gaiters,  which  were  too  new  to  be  com- 
fortable for  feet  accustomed  to  support  an  unusual  weight  in  the 
luxury  of  old  shoes. 

I  left  her  to  make  some  preparations  for  our  early  dinner,  to 
which  she  came  in  all  the  glory  of  a  new  cap  with  yellow  ribbons. 
She  was  scarcely  seated  at  our  modest  table  when  she  exclaimed, 
"  Dear  me !  if  you  ha'n't  got  beefsteak  I  I  do  enjoy  a  good  steak. 
Some  folks  fries  steaks  ;  I  wouldn't  give  tliat  for  'em  1  ["  That " 
was  a  snap  of  her  fingers.]    "  But  yourn  is  briled  beautiful." 

"  Where  have  you  lived  since  Mr.  Goddard's  death  r"  asked  Ed- 
ward, as  he  helped  her  bountifully  to  the  subject  of  her  eulogy. 

"  In  the  same  old  place.  I  thought  I  would  not  leave  it  till  the 
new  owner  came.    But  he  seems  rather  slow  in  comin'." 

I  looked  to  see  what  the  woman  meant,  but  there  was  nothing 
to  be  learned  from  her  imperturbable  face.  I  glanced  at  Edward  ; 
he,  too,  was  looking  inquiringly  at  Miss  Sally. 

"  Has  Mr.  Chester  Goddard  not  been  to  N since  that  time?" 

he  asked,  after  a  pause. 

"  I  rather  think  he  ha'n't,  and  I  guess  it  will  be  one  while  be- 
fore he  does  come.    1  wouldn't  come,  if  I  was  him." 

I  wondered  why  not,  but  my  husband  did  not  pursue  the 
subject. 

"  Did  Mr.  Goddard  leave  the  house  to  his  brother  V  I  ventured 
to  ask. 

"  Chester  Goddard  says  so,"  replied  Miss  Sally,  in  a  tone  which 
invited  further  questioning. 

Onr  "  help"  came  in  at  this  moment,  and  remained  till  she  had 
arranged  our  simple  dessert. 
As  soon  as  she  had  retired,  Miss  Sally  returned  to  the  charge. 
"  Don't  yon  think  It  strange,  now,  Mr.  Leslie,  that  Mr.  Goddard 
didn't  make  a  will,  considerin'  that  he  had  that  disease  upon  him, 
and  alien  felt  so  fidgety  about  dyin'  suddent  ?" 

"  Perhaps  for  that  very  reason  he  did  not  make  one.  It  might 
have  been  a  dangerous  excitement." 

Miss  Sally  overpowered  my  faint  "But,  Edward,"  with  her 
loud  voice,  continuing — 

"  Well,  but  now  don't  it  seem  strange  that  he  should  leave 
every  thing  to  that  Chester  Goddard,  who  never  was  intimate  with 
him?    They  were  as  different  as  light  and  darkness." 

"  Not  at  all  strange.  His  brother  would  legally  be  his  heir," 
said  Edward. 

Miss  Sally  continued,  "  I  have  my  own  opinion,  and  nobody  can 
shake  it ;  and  it's  this,  that  Mr.  Goddard  no  more  died  of  disease 
of  the  heart  than  I  did.  Regeneration  of  the  heart  I  Catch  me 
believing  that  t    No ;  he  died  of  pizen ;  that's  my  belief!" 

I  looked  at  Edward.    He  turned  pale,  and  said,  with  great  ener- 
gy, "  Don't  say  that !    You  can  not  prove  it.    The  doctors  were 
satisfied  that  it  was  from  disease  of  the  heart.'" 
"  Tl>i>  doctors  may  be  satisfied  if  they're  a  mini  to,  but  /  an't 


satisfied.  What  do  yon  suppose  that  man,  who  had  hardly  spoke 
to  Mr.  Goddard  for  years,  came  prowlin'  round  there  for  as  soon  as 
he  knew  he  was  going  to  Europe  !  What  do  you  suppose  he  kept 
with  you  all  the  time  for,  and  didn't  give  Mr.  Goddard  a  minute's 
chance  to  speak  to  you,  as  I  see  all  the  time  lie  wanted  to  ?  What 
do  you  suppose  he  gin  him  a  glass  of  wine  for,  jest  as  he  was  goin' 
to  bed  ?  Yes,  he  did ;  I  see  him  1  I  came  into  the  room  jest  as  he 
handed  it  to  him,  and  he  gin  a  kind  of  start-like.  I'd  mistrusted 
him  from  the  minute  he  come  into  the  house  ;  but  I  did  not  believe 
he'd  do  any  thing  so  bad  as  that,  and  I  didn't  then  till  the  next 
mornin',  when  he  acted  so  sort  of  strange-like.  I  heerd  him  mut- 
tering to  himself, '  I've  killed  him !  I've  killed  him  1 ' " 
"  But  you  must  be  mistaken.  It  is  not  possible." 
"  I  said  I  heerd  him  as  plain  as  I  hear  you,"  she  said. 
"  But,  Sally,"  said  my  husband,  "these  are  only  your  suspicions. 
You  have  no  proof  of  theni.  Do  you  think  what  a  charge  you  are 
bringing  against  another?" 

"  Well,  perhaps  I  can't  prove  that ;  but  I  eon  prove  something 
else.  Now,  Mr.  Leslie,  do  you  really  believe  that  Mr.  Goddard  died 
without  making  a  will  1" 

I  turned  with  the  greatest  eagerness  to  Edward,  who,  after  a 
moment's  hesitation,  calmly  answered,  "  I  have  no  positive  reason 
to  think  otherwise." 

"  Is  it  possible  t  O  Edward  I"  He  looked  at  me  in  astonish- 
ment. 

"  Let  Miss  Sally  go  on.  I  will  explain  by  and  by." 
She  proceeded :  "  Perhaps  you  don't  remember  how  sot  I  was 
upon  taking  care  of  the  body,  and  being  alone  in  the  room.  Well, 
before  I  teclied  it  I  just  took  the  key  of  his  secretary  out  of  his  vest 
pocket,  and  looked  in  his  private  drawer.  I  knew  where  it  was, 
though  I  never  looked  in  it  before.  I  don't  know  as  I  ought  to  tell 
this,  but  I  always  had  a  kind  of  feelin'  that  Mr.  Goddard  had  been 
crossed  in  love.  I  opened  one  little  paper,  and  there  was  a  faded 
flower,  with  the  day  of  the  month  written  on  the  paper.  Then 
there  was  another  paper  with  a  lady's  glove  in  it,  and  there  was  a 
little  note  in  a  lady's  hand.  I  was  not  mean  enough  to  read  that. 
I  declare,  Miss  Leslie,  if  you  an't  cryin'!  I  don't  wonder.  I  jest 
sot  down  and  cried  myself,  before  I  could  go  on.  At  last  I  took 
these  little  things  and  did  'em  up  together  in  one  paper ;  for  I  was 
determined  that  nobody  else  should  see  'em ;  and  after  I  had  laid 
him  out,  and  got  him  all  dressed  for  the  grave,  I  jes'  pat  it  next 
his  bosom,  and  let  his  secret  be  buried  with  him." 

Edward  came  and  sat  by  me,  and  took  my  hand  in  his.  I  could 
not  look  in  his  face,  but  I  am  much  mistaken  if  there  were  not 
tears  there  also.    He  knew  all  now,  if  never  before. 

"  But  this  is  neither  here  nor  there.  I  never  told  this  before, 
and  sha'n't  again.  I  kind  o'  thought  you'd  like  to  know  it.  Well, 
besides  these  things,  there  was  a  bundle  of  letters,  marked  '  From 
my  Mother,'  and  a  parcel  marked  '  Will  of  Charles  Goddard,  exe- 
cuted Feb.  25th,  18—.' " 
"  Ah  !"  said  Edward  quickly. 

"  Now  I  was  one  of  the  witnesses,"  she  continued.  "  I  suppose 
It  was  that,  though  I  didn't  know  at  the  time  what  it  was  he 
wanted  Dr.  Marvin  and  Sam  Colt  and  me  to  put  our  names  to  that 
Thursday.  Let's  see,  it  was  three  weeks  ago,  come  next  Thursday. 
Well,  I  jes'  mode  sure  it  was  there,  and  locked  the  desk  ag'in,  and 
put  the  key  back  in  the  pocket.  I  thought  of  taking  away  the 
will,  but  didn't  know  as  I  had  any  right  to.  By  and  by,  in  comes 
Chester  Goddard,  to  see  that  every  thing  is  done  right,  and  to  make 
a  great  fuss  and  ado  about  his  dear  brother,  and  he  staid  round  till 
I  had  to  go  and  get  dinner,  when  I  left  him  there. 

"  The  next  day,  you  may  remember,  there  was  a  talk  and  ques- 
tioning about  a  will ;  and  Chester,  all  as  innocent  as  a  child,  says 
he, '  Let's  look  and  see  if  we  can  find  one,'  says  he.  So  he  asks 
me  where  Mr.  Goddard  kept  his  papers  and  where  the  key  was, 
and  he  opened  the  drawer  and  looked  here  and  there ;  but  there 
wasn't  no  will  to  be  found.  I  kept  mum,  thinkin'  in  myself  what 
what  was  best  to  do  ;  but  I  didn't  let  hrm  mistrust  any  thing.  I 
thought  of  tellin'  you  at  once ;  but  concluded  to  keep  my  own 
counsel,  and  watch  him  close. 

"  Well,  the  next  mornin'  after  you  had  left,  I  went  out  into  the 
wood'us  for  some  wood.  I  thought  I'd  get  my  bread  in  the  oven, 
and  while  it  was  bakln',  I'd  run  down  to  Dr.  Marvin's  and  tell  him 
about  it.  When  I  come  in  with  my  wood,  Charles  Goddard  was 
standin'  by  the  kitchen-stove,  with  the  top  cover  in  his  hand.  Ho 
kind  o'  started  like  at  seein'  me,  and  put  it  on  quick,  and  said  ho 
was  looking  to  see  what  kind  of  a  stove  I'd  got.  Then  ho  talked 
about  one  thing  and  another,  and  by  and  by  he  turned  and  left  the 
room.  I  sprung  to  the  stove,  and  took  off  the  cover.  When  I 
helped  Mr.  Goddard  buy  that  stove,  the  man  told  me  I  should 
never  be  sorry ;  and  I  don't  think  I  am.  You  see  it  has  a  sort  of 
oven  at  the  top,  separate  from  the  part  where  the  fire  Is,  and  there 
I  just  set  in  my  tea-kettle,  or  any  thing,  and  it  heats  very  quick. 
Well,  as  I  said,  I  sprung  and  took  off  the  cover,  and  there,  sure 
enough,  it  was." 
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The  Convention  at  Indianapolis,  in  June,  1870,  "  Retained, 
That,  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  associations,  it  is  the 
doty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  adding  to  its  list 
of  subscribers ;  and  that  they  should  not  be  content  until  it  em- 
braces a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  membership." 

The  Convention  at  Washington  in  May,  1871,  passed  the 
following : 

"  Whereat,  The  Association  Monthly,  the  organ  of  our  asso- 
ciations, as  the  exponent  to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  me. 
thods  of  operation,  as  a  means  of  educating  our  members  in  their 
duties,  and  as  a  bond  of  union  between  our  associations,  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work  ;  therefore, 

"  Retained.  That  this  convention  hereby  reaffirm  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  last  convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  direct 
that  its  publication  be  continued." 
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PUTTING  DOWN  GAMBLERS. 

With  unblushing  boldness  during  all  last  summer,  John  Mor- 
rissey  flaunted  the  splendors  of  his  gambling-hell  in  the  nee  of 
all  visitors  at  Saratoga  Springs.  This  defiant  violation  of  the 
law  of  the  land,  was  long  looked  upon  by  the  law-abiding  part 
of  the  community  with  that  tame  quiescence  of  which  American 
citizens  are  too  often  guilty.  Toward  the  close  of  the  season,  how. 
ever,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  gave  voice  to  the  pub- 
lic indignation  by  using  legal  measures  to  suppress  this  and  other 
gambling-houses.  Of  their  efforts  and  of  the  public  meeting 
held  in  Saratoga  this  spring,  we  gave  an  account  last  month. 
The  President  of  the  Association,  Dr.  S.  E.  Strong,  writes: 

"  Our  Association  have  finally  compelled  Morrissey  to  take  oat 
a  license  as  a  hotel  and  restaurant-keeper,  so  that  he  no  longer 
keeps  his  establishment  as  an  open  gambling-resort,  but  as  a 
club  boarding-house.  We  have  succeeded  in  closing  every  other 
gambling-house.  The  citizens  meeting  held  during  the  spring,  wis 
organized  and  called  by  a  committee  of  our  Association.  Nu- 
merous houses  of  prostitution  have  been  closed,  and  a  good 
moral  sentiment  prevails  in  the  community.  Wears  having  1 
series  of  sermons  preached  here  by  the  different  pastors,  which  are 
exerting  a  good  influence,  and  we  have  reason  to  be  encouraged 
in  our  labors." 

The  bill  of  indictment  against  Morrissey — duly,  and  with  neces- 
sary legal  form  brought  against  him — has  been  quietly  pocketed 
by  one  Cramer,  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury,  and  in  this  high- 
handed way,  legal  redress  has  been  denied. 

We  congratulate  the  Christian  young  men  of  Saratoga,  on  the 
good  example  they  have  set  their  fellow-citizens  elsewhere,  and 
on  the  excellent  work  they  have  accomplished.  We  wish  then 
still  further  success  in  their  worthy  effort  to  bring  to  merited 
punishment  those  who,  for  selfish  gains,  set  the  laws  of  justice  tnd 
humanity  at  defiance. 

Of  the  daily  union  prayer-meeting  of  the  Association  in  San- 
toga  a  friend  writes  :  "The  number  in  attendance  and  the  inter- 
est are  both  increasing.  The  divine  spirit  pervades  the  assem- 
bly. Sympathizing  Christian  hearts,  coming  from  distant  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  here  meet  and  speak  together  in  the  blessed 
unity  of  the  spirit" 

INTERNATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  UNITY. 

FRIENDLINESS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  YONNG  MEN  OF  FBASCI 
AND  GERMANY. 

Ws  "have  before  called  attention  to  the  happy  circumstance 
that  even  during  the  heat  of  the  German-French  war,  the  Chris- 
tian young  men  of  each  country  interchanged  friendly  letters. 
As  was  anticipated,  this  good  feeling  continues  to  manifest 
itself. 

A  remarkable  letter  from  the  Central  Committee  of  our  Asso- 
ciations in  France,  dated  Nismes,  April  16th,  was  lately  pub- 
lished in  the  journal  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  French  Switz&rlaod, 
After  treating  of  the  events  of  the  war  so  painful  for  France,  the 
the  writer  shows  that  the  all-embracing  grasp  of  Christisn 
love  should  not  be  loosened  in  the  slightest  degree.  How  can  I. 
he  adds,  say  to  you  who  will  pray  with  me,  "  I  belong  to  an- 
other people  than  yours.  In  the  eye  of  God  we  ure  all  sinners ; 
you  who  speak  your  language  and  I  who  speak  another.  We 
are  all  redeemed  through  the  cross  of  Christ;  you  who  inhabit 
your  country  and  I  who  inhabit  another.  In  the  fellowship  *■ 
the  Holy  Spirit  we  are  all  sanctified ;  you  who  love  your  father- 
land, and  I  who  love  another.  Let,  therefore,  the  barriers  reared 
by  human  hands,  fall  and  disappear  1  Fall  and  disappear  thou 
spirit  of  international  hatred  enflamed  by  the  ambition  of  princes- 
There  is  a  day  coming,  when  alt  who  inhabit  the  globs  «*•« 
embrace  each  other  in  brotherly  love,  and  this  day,  ' 
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still  distant  for  tho  nations  of  the  earth,  has  already  dawned, 
with  the  sun  of  the  gospel  in  every  regenerate  heart.  With 
regard  to  the  present  juncture  of  affairs  we  must  say :  Our  patri- 
otic convictions  are  dear  to  us,  and  our  heart  bleeds  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wounds  that  have  been  inflicted  upon  our  father- 
land, but  all  those  whom  Christ  has  redeemed,  we  are  ready  to 
call  brethren,  and  with  them  all  to  bow  the  knee  before  our 
common  Lord.  For  this  reason,  also,  we  are  not  opposed  to  the 
proposition  to  hold  an  International  Young  Men's  Conference  in 
London,  in  the  coming  month  of  September.  Without  bring- 
ing into  question  our  patriotism,  we  would  go  directly  to  the 
friend  who  should  be  pointed  out  to  us  as  the  representative  of 
the  German  Associations,  and  say  to  him :  'Both  of  our  nations 
have  carried  on  war  with  one  another,  but  our  hearts  are 
united  by  the  bonds  of  brotherhood.  In  heaven  you  will  no 
longer  be  called  a  German ;  in  heaven  I  will  no  longer  be  called  a 
Frenchman.  There  we  shall  be  called  only  the  redeemed  of 
Christ,  the  children  of  God.  What  we  shall  be  in  heaven  that 
we  wish  to  be  and  enjoy  already  on  earth,  and  to  pray  as  from 
one  heart  to  our  Father  in  heaven.' 

"  In  the  name  of  the  Central  Committee, 

AlPHON8R)  Ponge." 
This  letter  is  copied  in  full  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Yung- 
UngtboU,  (Youth's  Messenger,)  the  official  paper  of  the  Associa- 
tions in  the   provinces  of  Rhineland  and  Westphalia.    After 
quoting  the  letter  the  German  editor  adds : 

"  The  spirit  which  breathes  through  these  lines  will  most  fav- 
orably impress  the  reader,  especially  if  he  calls  to  mind  the 
many  bitter  words  which  even  evangelical  French  preachers, 
have  let  Call  concerning  us  Germans." 

The  World's  Conference  of  the  Associations  above  alluded  to, 
will  not  be  held  this  year  in  London,  but  has  been  postponed, 
as  we  have  already  announced,  and  will  be  held  next  year  in 
the  city  of  Amsterdam.  At  that  time  and  place  we  may  look 
for  such  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  France  and  Germany  as 
will  accord  with  those  sentiments  of  Christian  brotherhood 
which  have  been  so  nobly  expressed  by  the  Christian  young 
men  of  both  these  countries. 


Delegates  Worthy  to  Represent  the  American  Associa- 
tions at  the  approaching  Conference  in  London  of  the  English 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  (September  8d  —  7th,) 
have  been  duly  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee.  Mr. 
John  Wanamaker  of  Philadelphia,  president  of  the  late  conven- 
tion in  Washington,  Mr.  T.  J.  Wilkie  of  Toronto,  Ont,  Messrs 
C.  N.  Richards  and  N.  B.  Devereaux  of  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
Messrs.  R.  R.  McBurney,  B.  C.  Wetmore  and  F.  A.  Booth  of 
New-York  city,  are  the  gentlemen  chosen.  Mr.  Wanamaker  sailed 
from  New-York  for  Liverpool  in  the  Scotia,  July  12th.  It  is 
hoped  that  his  fellow-delegates  will  join  him  before  the  assem- 
bly of  the  Conference. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  of  Cincinnati,  also,  we  understand,  hopes 
he  may  be  abroad  this  summer,  and  enjoy  the  sessions  of  theCon- 
fcrencc. 

Tne  Young  and  Vigorous  Association  in  New-Orlea  nb  has 
just  put  forth  the  first  number  of  their  ChronieU,  which  is  to  be 
issued  monthly.  It  tells  a  cheerful  story  of  the  work  in  that 
city.  During  the  late  flood  or  overflow,  a  deputation  of  our 
members  were  constantly  at  work  relieving  distress.  They  in- 
quired into  860  cases  of  distress,  and  were  the  almoners  of  (1860 
to  the  suffering.  The  rooms  are  centrally  located,  at  82  Camp 
street.  Already  twenty-six  gentlemen  have  agreed  to  pay  (thir- 
teen of  them  in  sums  of  $100)  $1885  annually  for  three  years 
toward  the  expenses  of  the  Association,    An  income  of  $10,000 


is  called  for  by  the  President,  Mr.  R.  H.  Browne.  On  tho  roll 
there  are  the  names  of  148  active,  66  associate  and  88  honorary 
members. 


AN  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING 
just  purchased   bt   the   y.  m.  c.  a.,  Newark. 

In  another  column  we  give  a  full  account  of  the  work  of  the 
vigorous  and  active  Association  in  Newark,  N.  J.  A  new  proof 
of  their  energetic  enterprise  will  be  found  in  the  following  letter, 
dated  Rooms  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  July  19th : 

"Yesterday  morning  our  Building  Committee  perfected  the 
purchase  of  the  Park  Church  property  for  $60,000,  making  a 
payment  upon  it  of  $10,000,  the  remainder  to  be  paid  in  instal- 
ments. The  property  is  on  West  Park  street,  immediately  ad- 
joining our  present  rooms,  100  feet  front  by  110  feet  deep.  The 
church  is  a  substantially  built  edifice,  and  can  be  remodelled 
without  very  large  expense,  to  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Association,  and  form  a  beautiful  structure.  The  whole  front  is 
of  stone.  We  take  possession  immediately,  and  will  hold  union 
service  there,  Providence  permitting,  next  Sabbath  afternoon 
and  evening.  God  has  thus  owned  and  prospered  our  efforts 
in  securing  a  Christian  home  for  the  young  men  of  Newark. 
Vigorous  efforts  will  be  continued  to  raise,  as  soon  as  possible, 
the  whole  amount  required,  and  commence  the  reconstruction 
immediately.    The  prospects  are  very  bright 

Our  work  is  encouraging  in  all  its  aspects,  The  devotional 
meetings  held  are  largely  attended,  with  undiminished  inter- 
est.  Open-air  meetings  are  held  each  Sabbath,  when  weather 
permits.  The  reading-room  is  attracting  increasing  numbers 
to  the  enjoyment  of  its  privileges,  and  our  mission  stations  are 
well  sustained."  E.  "p.  c. 

BUILDINGS  AND  BUILDING-FUNDS. 

By  the  aid  of  the  reports  lately  sent  in  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee we  make  out  the  following  list  of  the  buildings  owned  by 
various  associations,  and  of  the  funds  which  are  being  accumulated 
by  others : 

buildings. 


Flact.  Valv*. 

Aurora,  m $11,000 

Bethlehem,  Pa 86,000 

Bererly,  N.  J 8,800 

Chelsea,  Masa 8,400 

Cleveland,  0 80,000 

Dnnbar,  Pa 1,000 

Indianapolis,  Ind 80,000 

Merlden,  Ct.,  West 18,000 

Newark,N.J. 60,000 

Newtown,  N.  X 5,000 

New-Utrecht,  N.Y. 6,000 


Ftaee.  Trtut. 

New.YorkClty 8800,000 

New- York  City  (Gennaa) »,000 

Omaha,Neb 8,000 

Philadelphia,  Fa ■„  116,000 

Bockport,  Maas 8,800 

San  Francisco,  CaL 115,000 

Shoreham,  Vt aoOO 

Turtle  Creek,  Pa 8,500 

8pringdale,0. jfrx) 

SrW-""*-  -A **<<** 

Washington,  D.  C, 800,000 


BUILDING   FUNDS. 


JPlaee. 


Fundi, 


Plaa.  Fundi. 

Amsterdam,  N.  Y $l,600'Montreal,  Canada.  ..  880  000 

Auburn,  Me S,800Mount  Joy,  Pa """^.000 

Auburn.N.Y 1,600  New-Brunswick,  N.J  ..     ""      8400 

Baltimore,  Md.... 90,000:New-London,  Ct...  1135 


Bedford,  He 

Blddeford.  Me 60 

Boston,  Mass 85,ono 

Brooklyn,  N.Y 

Bristol,  H.  I 

BuflUo.N.Y 

Oape  John,  N.  Scotia. . 
Charlottatown,  P.  E.  I, 

Cincinnati,  O 

Detroit,  Mich 10,000  Toledo,  0 

rltcRburg,  Maas_ 875|Torontn,  Ont 


7,600 
600 
10 


North  Shore,  8. 1.. 
Palnesvllle,  O.. 

—  Peoria,  111 .  ,„ 

75.000,  Plctou,  N.  Scotia '      1.400 

2,800  Planteville,  Ct ' 

1,80  Ponghkeepsie,  N.  Y 5,600 

96[Salem,0 6.000 

5.000jSchenccta<lv,  N.  Y 88,600 

10,000|St.  Louis,  Mo 80,000 

10,000 
15,000 


Green  Point.  L.  L 550  Truro,  N.  Scotia 1  800 

Halifax,  N.  8 4,000  Warren,  O 6000 

Inewicb,  N.H.... 1*0  Westerly,  R.I... 'jm 

Manchester,  N.  H SOOWeston.Vt 145 

Minneapolis.  Minn. 50olWest-Kiver,N.  Scotia '  400 

Montdalr,  N.  J 500!Yarmouth,N.  Scotia 5j»o 


A  good  beginning  ($1476)  in  the  accummulation  of  a  building 
fund,  has  just  been  made  by  our  members,  in  Buffalo.  We  give 
the  facts  in  another  column,  and  urgently  commend  to  other  As- 
sociations the  excejlenj;  metiwd  qf  subscription  adopted. 

igi  iz       y  g 
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LECTURES  FOR  THE  FALL  AND  WINTER. 

The  International  Lecture  Bureau  established  by  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  Convention  at  Detroit  in  1868,  was  made  over  by  vote  of 
the  Indianapolis  Convention  (June,  1870)  to  its  secretary,  Mr. 
Charles  Mumford,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to  be  managed  by  him 
as  a  private  enterprise,  the  Convention  "  bespeaking  for  the  Bu- 
reau under  its  new  management,  the  patronage  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations." 

Mr.  Mumford  has  just  put  forth  an  admirable  programme  or 
list  of  lecturers  for  the  season  of  1871-  72.  In  the  list  we  find 
the  names  of  Hon.  J.  S.  Diehl,  Du  Chaillu,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  T.  Dur- 
yea,  Gen.  0.  0.  Howard,  Rev.  H.  M.  Gallaher,  A.  O.  Van  Lennep, 
CoL  Homer  B.  Sprague,  and  Rev.  Dr.  N.  H.  Schenck.  We  ad- 
vise the  Lecture  Committees  of  our  various  Associations  to  send 
promptly  to  Mr.  Mumford,  410  and  412  Fulton  street,  or  P.  0. 
Box  614,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,for  his  list  before  they  determine  upon 
their  course  of  lectures. 

The  Bostox  Lyceum  Bureau  (Messrs.  Redpath  &  Fall)  ad- 
vertise in  another  column  a  long  list  of  lecturers,  including  the 
names  of  many  whom  our  Associations  would  wish  to  secure. 
We  would  call  special  attention  to  the  lectures  of  Dr.  John 
Lord,  which  are  in  every  way  worthy  of  a  place  on  the  pro- 
gramme of  an  Association  lecture  course.  This  Bureau  issue 
monthly  the  Lyceum  Magazine,  devoted  to  information  concern- 
ing lectures  and  lecturers. 

While  we  are  upon  the  subject  we  desire  to  add  that  last  win- 
ter Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall,  of  this  city,  delivered  before  the  Asso- 
ciation here  a  series  of  four  admirable  lectures.  Simple,  inter- 
esting and  popular,  they  were  also  alive  with  earnest,  Christian 
sentiment  That  Association  will  be  very  fortunate  which  se- 
cures any  one  of  these  lectures  the  coming  season. 

Seek  lecturers  early  in  the  season  if  you  wish  to  be  successful 
in  engaging  the  best 


STATE  AND  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTIONS 

Or  THK  COMING  SEASON. 
NatM.  Plan.  Ttnu. 

Ontario  and  Quebec St  Catharine*,  Ont August  s  and  8. 

New-York .UUca September  tt-14, 

New-Jersey Newark September. 

Heine Blddcford Sept.,  (last  week.) 

New-Hampshire Portsmouth October  8  and  4. 

Vermont Montpeller October  IS  and  18. 

Massachusetts Northampton  October  8  and  8. 

Rhode  Island Providence October  18  and  19. 

Connecticut Mystic October. 

Pennsylvania Brie September  18-14. 

Ohio Zaneavllle OctobevM. 

Michigan East  Saginaw Feb.,  (8d  week,)  "B. 

Wisconsin -Whitewater November. 

Indian* Indianapolis March  »,  187J. 


The  National  Sunday-School  Convention  or  1872  promises 
to  prove  a  gathering  full  of  blessing  to  the  noble  cause  it  seeks 
to  promote.  The  time  has  been  fixed  for  April  17,  18,  and  19. 
The  place  will  probably  be  Indianapolis,  as  central  and  favora- 
ble a  city  as  could  well  be  selected.  The  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Convention  is  already  at  work,  and  when  we  know  that 
so  long  beforehand  such  men  as  Messrs.  J.  H.  Vincent,  H.  C. 
Trumbull,  J.  B.  Tyler,  E.  Eggleston,  A.  Taylor,  and  G.  A. 
Peltz,  are  actively  engaged  in  preparations  for  the  assembly,  we 
may  look  with  confidence  for  sessions  and  deliberations  that  will 
help  forward  the  cause  of  Sunday-schools.  The  committee  are 
striving  to  unite  the  publishers  of  Sunday-school  'lessons  on  a 
uniform  series  of  topics  for  the  lessons  of  1872. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  thus  early  the  exact  time  of  this  great 
meeting.  It  will  enable  our  own  Executive  Committee,  in  con- 
cert wjfh  the  Association  at  Lowell,  Mass ,  to  fix  upon  such  a 


time  for  o'Xr  next  International  Convention  in  that  city  as  will 
cause  neither  assembly  to  conflict  with  the  other.  Both  con- 
ventions will  mark  a  memorable  era  in  the  history  of  harmo- 
nious work  for  Christ  on  this  continent. 


INCIDENTS  FROM  THE  PRAYER-MEETING. 

THEIR   VALUE   AND   TEACHING. 

For  nearly  a  year  encouraging  and  instructive  incidents  from 
the  prayer-meetings  of  various  Associations  have  appeared  in 
our  columns.  Very  many  have  not  yet  reported.  But  in  re- 
ceiving and  publishing  the  narratives  sent,  we  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  growing  importance  of  this  branch  of  our  work 
for  Christ.  Oftentimes  the  few  faithful  -ones  who  are  striving  to 
maintain  a  feeble  daily  or  weekly  prayer-meeting,  are  inclined  to 
feel  discouraged.  But  a  glance  over  the  whole  field  invariably 
dissipates  any  apprehension.  These  meetings — especially  those 
held  every  day — are  growing  in  number  and  usefulness.  Few 
locations  better  than  our  Association  rooms  could  be  chosen 
for  them.  Christians  of  all  names  are  readily  attracted,  and  feel 
at  home.  Strangers  come  readily  into  the  parlors  and  reading- 
room.  They  hear  the  invitation,  and  gladly  spend  a  few  mo- 
ments in  prayer  and  converse  with  fellow-Christians.  An  idler 
comes  to  read  the  papers.  The  same  invitation  reaches  his  ears, 
and  curiosity  or  some  similar  motive,  brings  him  within  the 
reach  of  saving  influences.  These  reading-rooms,  too,  hate 
habitual  attendants.  Day  after  day  they  hear  and  give  no  heed 
to  the  invitation,  till  inclination  or  impulse  of  some  sort  induces 
them  to  wander  into  the  place  of  prayer,  where  often  they  re- 
ceive the  wonderful  blessing  they  did  not  seek.  Distress  and 
trouble  bring  many  to  our  rooms.  To  their  ears  very  often  the 
invitation  comes  with  a  soothing,  consoling  power.  They  seek 
and  find  the  divine  Comforter. 

In  these,  and  many  more  ways  than  wo  can  enumerate,  the 
Lord  is  blessing  the  meetings  for  prayer  held  each  day  and  week 
in  our  rooms  all  over  the  land.  The  number  of  such  meetings 
is  greater  to-day  than  ever  before,  but  there  is  ample  room  lor 
rapid  and  extended  growth.  Who  shall  estimate  the  influence 
for  good  that  would  be  exerted  by  500  or  1000  well-sustained 
daily  prayer-meetings.  The  benefit  first  to  the  Church  and 
then  to  the  world  around  would  be  incalculable. 

One  means  to  be  used  in  seeking  such  a  consummation  is  the 
circulation  of  reliable  intelligence  concerning  the  bents/it*  mm  rt 
esivtd  in  such  meetings.  And  we  earnestly  appeal  to  those 
brethren  who  are  daily  conversant  with  such  facts  for  their  co- 
operation in  illustrating  by  facts  and  incidents  the  power  and 
usefulness  of  these  meetings  for  prayer. 


A  Black-board  is  the  Daily  Prayer-meeting  at  Aurora, 
I1L,  is  placed  in  the  front  of  the  audience.  Written  plainly 
upon  it,  is  the  subject  or  leading  thought  of  the  meeting,  tai » 
passage  of  Scripture  in  connection  with  it.  At  the  close  of  the 
meeting  the  board  is  reversed,  so  that  all  can  see  the  subject  lor 
the  next  meeting  which  has  been  previously  written  there. 
The  plan  works  well,  and  we  commend  it  to  our  members  else- 
where. 


A  Litigious  Persecutor.  The  disturber  of  the  peace  oi  oor 
members  in  Boston,  of  whom  we  gave  some  account  t*» 
months  ago,  finally  contrived  to  gain  notoriety,  by  bringing  his 
case  before  the  court  We  give  an  account  in  another  column 
of  the  disgraceful  failure  attending  his  effort  to  injure  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  decision  of  Chief-Justice  Bacon  relative  to  ■* 
legal  right  of  access  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As***"- 
Rooms,  will  be  read  with  interest^  by  (  J  [£• 
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Y.  M.  C.  A.  Work  on  thk  Northers  Pacific  is  probably  al- 
ready begun.  At  the  Minnesota  Convention  a  competent  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  the  State  was  appointed,  and  Mr.  W.  O.  Hiskey, 
the  chairman,  writes  July  10th,  from  Minneapolis:  "We  have 
organized  a  commission  which  will  go  out  next  week  on  the 
Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  We  have  received  hearty  encourage- 
ment from  the  officers  of  the  company  to  go  on  and  possess  the 
land." 


THE  CONVENTION  TO  MEET  AT  ST.  CATHARINES. 

ks  admirable  circular,  calling  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention 
of  our  Associations  in  the  Provinces  of  T)ntario  and  Quebec,  to 
meet  August  2d  and  3d,  in  St.  Catharines,  Ontario,  has  lately 
been  issued  by  the  executive  committee  appointed  for  those 
provinces.  It  contains  the  following  list  of  topics,  with  the 
names  of  the  persons  appointed  to  introduce  each : 

"  God's  Word — How  shall  its  study  be  best  promoted  individu- 
ally and  in  our  Associations." — Rev.  W.  Stewart,  B.  A.,  Tor- 
onto. 

"The  duty  devolvimg  upon  the  Associations  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec  in  their  relation  to  each  other :  How  may  they  most  effi- 
ciently co-operate  in  the  extension  of  the  Work  throughout  the 
Dominion." — 6.  A.  Youso,  Hamilton. 

"  What  service  in  the  direct  line  of  active  Christiam  work  has 
most  tended  to  foster  and  develop  the  Associations  in  the 
smaller  towns  and  villages,  and  what  have  been  the  difficulties 
and  hindrances." — A.  G.  Northrup,  Belleville. 

"  Money  for  our  Associations,  and  how  is  it  to  be  raised." — 
John  Macdonald,  Toronto. 

N  "  The  relation  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  to  the 
Church  and  World."  Evening  address. — Hon.  S.  S.  Fisher,  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

THE  PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION 

AT  ST.    JOHN,   MBW-JBRUKSWICK,    JULY    6-8. 

FOR  the  last  two  years  the  Conventions  of  the  Associations  in  the 
maritime  provinces  have  been  signally  blessed  by  the  outpouring 
of  the  Spirit.  First  at  Pictou,  and  then  last  year  at  Charlotte- 
town,  on  Prince  Edward's  Island,  the  delegates  met  to  be  quickened 
themselves  not  only,  but  to  leave  behind  them  as  they  separated 
the  fair  begining  of  a  wonderful  work  of  grace  in  the  Association 
and  the  churches  of  the  cities  where  they  had  been  welcomed. 

The  prayerful  desire  and  expectation  of  the  delegates  as  they 
convened  this  year  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  was  not  to  bo  disap- 
pointed. The  Lord  was  with  them,  and  of  the  good  results  flow- 
ing from  their  assembly,  we  hope  to  make  joyful  record  in  the 
months  to  come. 

The  delegates,  to  the  number  of  about  150,  represented  Associa- 
tions in  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  Nfcw-Brunewiek,  and  Prince 
Edward's  Island.  Mr.  Roach,  a  delegate,  kindly  furnishes  the 
following  report : 

Two  sessions  of  the  Convention  were  held  in  the  morning  and 
afternoon  of  the  first  day,  Thursday,  July  6th.    The  following 
permanent  officers  were  elected : 
Pretident — J.  B.  Morrow,  Halifax. 
Vice-Prerident*— Wm.  Walsh,  St.  John,  N.  B. ;  C.  Primrose,  Pic- 
tou ;  J.  K.  Blair,  Truro ;  R.  W.  Beck  with,  Halifax  ;  F.  W.  Hales, 
Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 
Secretary— Wm.  B.  McNutt,  Halifax. 

Thursday  evening  was  devoted  to  the  Welcome  Meeting.  The 
Baptist  church,  Brussels  street,  was  crowded  by  a  deeply  Interest- 
ed, audience.  H.  B.  White,  Esq.,  presided.  Cordially  fraternal 
addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  T.  Harley,  pastor  of  the  church, 
on  behalf  of  the  clergy ;  by  John  Boyd,  Esq.,  on  behalf  of  the  cit- 
izens ;  and  by  Wm.  Walsh,  Esq.,  President  of  St.  John  Associa- 
tion, in  the  name  of  its  members.  Responses  from  Dr.  Fraser, 
Charlottetown  ;  J.  B.  Morrow,  Halifax  ;  Rev.  C.  I.  Matthews,  Bos- 


ton ;  and  Dr.  Veranus  Morse,  representing  the  Ex.  Committee  at 
New- York.  Mr.  Boyd  bore  witness  in  the  course  of  his  address  to 
the  f&ithf  al  and  self-sacrificing  labors  of  some  members  of  the  St. 
John  Association  during  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox  last 
year. 

About  one  hundred  and  thirty  delegates  presented  their  cre- 
dentials. Part  of  each  session  was  appropriated  to  hearing  re- 
ports from  associations.  These  gave  proof  of  persevering  labor 
in  meeting  difficulties,  and  a  cheerful  confidence  seemed  to  per- 
vade those  reporting  that  their  societies  were*  progressive,  and 
were  more  and  more  valued  in  the  communities  where  they  are 
established.  Increase  in  membership,  interest  and  efficiency  weie 
reported  by  almost  all.  Several  had  adapted  themselves  to  the 
religious  wants  and  special  circumstances  of  country  districts. 
Regular  prayer-meetings  were  held  by  almost  all. 

The  delegates  from  small  towns  eagerly  sought  for  information 
regarding  practical  methods  of  work,  and  seemed  to  be  in  earnest 
to  win  the  careless  and  save  the  perishing. 

Prayer-meetings  were  held  at  7  A.  M.  each  day.  These  gave 
a  devotional  tone  to  the  business  sessions,  which  were  also  pre- 
faced with  a  half  hour  of  prayer. 

Street  preaching  was  very  successfully  employed  in  the  even- 
ings before  and  after  the  session  of  the  Convention.  Many  of  the 
delegates  took  part  in  these  services.  Deep  interest  was  mani- 
fested by  the  crowds  who  waited  far  into  the  night  on  the  publio 
squares  for  the  earnest  words  of  pleading  and  warning.  Many 
tarried  for  private  conversation  after  the  crowds  had  dispersed. 
It  was  very  gratifying  that  such  marked  attention  was  accorded 
to  the  speakers,  and  that  so  many  expressed  desires  to  reform  and 
seek  the  Saviour. 

The  Association  Monthly  was  heartily  endorsed,  highly  com- 
mended and  generally  subscribed  for. 

After  considerable  discusssion,  it  was  decided  that  the  next  Pro- 
vincial Convention  should  meet  in  Halifax,  N.  S 

The  following  subjects  were  discussed : 

1.  Qod's  word — How  shall  it  be  studied ;  kow  shall  its  study  be 
promoted  ? 

2.  What  are  religious  wants  of  the  Provinces ;  What  can  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  do  that  they  are  not  doing  to  meet  these  wants  1 

3.  Young  men  in  business — their  temptations ;  how  shall  they 
be  resisted? 

4.  Bible  Classes,  Street  Preaching,  and  Cottage  meetings,  as 
methods  of  Christian  Association  work. 

5.  The  duty  of  employers. 

Much  originality,  careful  thought,  and  practical  experience 
were  exhibited  in  the  discussion  of  these  subjects.    Space  will 
not  permit  insertion  of  the  names  of  the  speakers,  but  the  extend- " 
ed  phonographic  report  which  is  shortly  to  be  published,  will 
amply  repay  perusal. 

The  farewell  meetings  took  place  in  the  Centenary  and  in  St. 
David's  churches. 

The  crowd  at  the  Centenary  was  immense ;  the  other  church 
was  also  overflowing.  A  peculiar  and  affecting  interest  prevailed 
in  the  Centenary  church,  as  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  Latham,  was  to 
take  farewell  of  his  congregation.  Powerful  and  thrilling  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  to  a  deeply  interested  and  appreciating  au- 
dience, by  Dr.  Robb,  Rev.  C.  B.  Pitblado,  Mr.  Wm.  Walsh,  Rev. 
J.  Latham,  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland  of  Boston,  and  J.  S.  Maclean  of  Hal- 
ifax. After  the  audience  had  withdrawn,  delegates  bade  one  anoth- 
er farewell.  Pledges  were  exchanged  of  fidelity  to  the  Master. 
Living  in  the  world  to  Christ,  absorbing  solicitude  for  the  spir- 
itual welfare  of  young  men  in  the  various  places  represented  were 
the  engrossing  thoughts  of  the  hour.  Very  tender  leave  takings 
were  exchanged,  words  of  encouragement  and  cheering  sympathy 
were  spoken,  a  brief,  silent,  impressive  prayer,  the  stillness  bro- 
ken only  by  marks  of  emotion,  and  the  convention  was  over. 

A  profound  impression  seems  to  have  been  made  in  St.  John, 
and  the  religious  awakenings  of  Pictou  and  Charlottetown  will 
assuredly  be  repeated  there.  The  hospitality  and  kind  consid- 
eration shown  by  the  citizens  to  the  delegates  were  unbounded. 

Immediate  efforts  are  to  be  made  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
the  citizens  of  St.  John  in  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  Asso- 
ciation. From  the  very  deep  impression  made  by  the  Convention, 
there  is  n*  doubt  that  this  meeting  will  be  hi 
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Incidents  from  t\t  $ragerlJeeiing. 

welcomefor  thla  department  InitruaWe  IncMenU  occurrin«  or  narrated  In  any  of  tneae 
meetings. 

Hopeful  Conversions.    In  the  Sunday  afternoon  prayer- 
meeting  of  the  Christian  Association  atF ,  a  young  man  arose. 

and  said  he  owed  his  conversion  to  Christian  Association  work.  He 
had  been  attending  college  at  Cleveland,  and  was  leading  a  wicked, 
dissolute  life,  when  by  accident  he  strayed  into  a  meeting  at  the 
association  rooms  in  Cleveland.  After  it  was  over,  as  he  was  going 
out,  a  member  took  him  by  the  hand.  The  result  was  a  half-hour's 
earnest  talk,  and  not  long  after,  on  his  return  home,  he  was  brought 
to  a  knowledge  of  Jesus,  and  was  now  a  professing  Christian. 
After  the  same  meeting,  a  young  man, under  very  deep  conviction 
of  sin,  came  up  to  one  of  the  brethren  and  said  he  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  attend  a  cottage  prayer-meeting  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  in 
Pittsburg,  under  charge  of  a  Mr.  Guthrie  ;  that  through  it  he  had 
been  led  to  desire  a  change  of  heart.  He  promised  to  go  to  his 
own  room,  and  in  prayer  give  himself  to  Jesus.  In  the  evening, 
he  said  he  had  prayed  for  a  new  heart,  and  trusted  he  had  a  hope 
in  Christ,  even  though  a  faint  one. 

"  Rescued  front  Destruction."— A  young  man  in  a  state 
of  intoxication  was  seen  near  Spring  street  bridge  by  a  member  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  He  spoke  kindly  to  him,  took  him  home,  watched 
and  cared  for  him  till  he  got  sober.  The  young  man  stated  that 
he  was  a  stranger  in  the  city  and  had  been  seeking  in  vain  for 
employment ;  he  had  boarded  at  a  place  connected  with  a  saloon, 
and  had  drank  to  excess.  He  regretted  his  conduct,  and  was  glad 
to  find  a  friend.  Steps  were  now  taken  to  procure  him  employ- 
ment, and  with  success,  at  a  machine-shop  where  he  had  pre- 
viously made  application  for  work.  He  has  since  signed  the  tern 
perance  pledge,  and  in  a  letter  from  him  a  few  days  ago  expresses 
his  gratitude  to  those  friends  "  who  had  rescued  him  from  destruc- 
tion," and  he  is  resolved  to  live  for  "  nobler  ends"  than  heretofore. 

[Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Milwaukee,  WU. 

Arrested  by  the  Gospel  instead  of  the  Law.     An 

ex-convict,  direct  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  destitute  and  famishing 
entered  the  building  in  which  our  rooms  are  located,  and  finally 
stole  into  the  rooms  of  the  association  without  knowing  their  cha- 
racter. His  intentions  were  to  pilfer,  as  he  afterward  stated.  It 
was  the  hour  of  the  noon-day  prayer-meeting.  Learning  his  con- 
dition, we  fed  and  clothed  him,  and  obtained  employment  for  him, 
and  for  months  he  has  been  faithfully  at  work,  and  quite  frequently 
is  seen  in  our  reading-room  and  prayer-meetings.  The  Christian 
benevolence  which  prevented  his  crime  is  of  far  higher  value  to 
"  this  individual,  and  certainly  of  greater  security  to  the  public 
than  the  penalty  which  just  retribution  of  the  law  could  have  se- 
cured. [Daily  Noon  Meeting  T.  Jf.  C,  A.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 


(Question    grata« 
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Go  upon  the  Street  and  invite  them  in.  In  Cincin- 
nati, the  reception  committee,  on  evenings  when  religious  meet- 
ings are  held,  go  into  the  street  and  politely  invite  passers-by  to 
step  in.  Good  often  results.  A  short  time  since  one  of  the  commit- 
tee was  standing  in  the  rooms  after  one  of  the  social  meetings,  when 
a  young  man  approached  and  asked  if  he  remembered  him.  He 
answered,  "  No,"  "  Well,"  said  he,  "  some  time  ago  I  was  on  my 
way  to  a  billiard  saloon,  when  I  was  stopped  by  you  inviting  me 
to  attend  the  meeting.  At  the  time  I  laughed  and  went  on ;  but  I 
could  not  help  thinking  of  it,  and  now  I  have  found  the  Saviour, 
and  ask  your  pardon  for  treating  the  invitation  so  lightly." 

Seeing  the  Light.  "  Seven  weeks  ago  this  morning,  passing 
Tremont  Temple,  f  noticed  an  invitation  to  attend  the  half-past 
eight  o'clock  prayer-meeting,  and  having  nothing  else  to  do 
walked  in.  The  chairman,  a  layman,  led  by  the  Spirit,  presented 
the  word  in  a  new  light  to  my  mind,  and  I  stood  up  for  prayers. 
Although  I  had  studied  the  Bible  from  childhood,  from  that  mo- 
ment it  was  a  nsw  book  to  my  soul,  and  I  went  out  a  new  man  in 
Christ  Jesus."  These  were  the  words  of  a  young  lawyer  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  October 
15, 1870. 


The  foMowlng  questions,  asked  and  answered  on  the  floor  ol 
the  Washington  Convention,  will  be  read  with  much  interest : 

(COHTLNialJ.) 

Vin.  Question.— How  doe*  the  Cincinnati  Association  present  it 
work  to  the  pvbUcT 

Answered  by  H.  Thane  Miller.— -We  try  to  present  it,  in  the  fc* 
place,  by  what  we  da  f  n  the  next  place,  to  those  who  can  read or 
hear  of  it.  The  clergymen  or  pastors  in  the  churches,  on  every 
succeeding  Sunday  night  invite  a  deputation  from  the  assomtkm 
to  come  and  speak  of  that  work  as  they  would  speak  of  the  Sundij. 
School  or  the  Tract  Society.  The  result  has  been,  in  one  hutuee, 
where  Mr.  Fisher  presented  the  argument  for  Y.  M.  C.  Aiwciatioiii, 
at  the  close  a  gentleman  said  he  would  give  $500.  Another 
wealthy  man  said  he  knew  a  man  who  would  give  a  thousand,  ind 
he  had  every  faith  he  would  give  $8000. 

IX.  Question.— Sow  does  Mr.  Wanamaker,  of  PhHaddfUe,m» 
age  the  Employment  Committee  of  hie  association  f 

Mr.  W.  answered.— 1  appoint  a  committee,  have  a  room  open  ii 
the  association ;  the  young  mon>  apply  and  have  their  namejar 
tered.  Under  the  old  arrangement,  the  young  men  whoappW 
went  around  saying  the  association  was  a  humbug,  and  did  noUii? 
for  them  ;  and  we  found  we  must  change  that  plan.  Werestei 
two  rooms  and  put  In  them  earnest  Christian  men.  The  mpo 
intendent  of  the  employment  bureau  advertised ;  he  staid  then 
two  hours  every  day,  to  let  the  young  men  put  their  nameaaon; 
then  started  out,  went  to  the  machine-shops  and  storee,  to  the 
friends  of  the  association.  Some  made  places  for  them  to  am 
the  work.  Since  the  first  of  the  year,  we  have  secured  otnttis" 
in  this  way  for  675  young  men.  (Applause.)  I  would  «aj  » » 
not  an  intelligence  office.  Some  objections  have  been  made  tin 
we  just  get  the  people  to  run  around  for  worthless  men  whom 
not  get  situations  for  themselves.  These  two  rooms  assort  that 
the  worthless  fellows  get  together ;  they  find  there  is  not  mo* 
hope  for  them,  and  once  and  awhile  we  get  an  order  from  a* 
director  for  a  number  of  laborers,  and  ship  the  whole  lot  of  the* 
In  the  other  room  the  young  men  are  ;  these  are  the  boys «  «• 
after,  the  poor  young  men  and  the  strangers.  We  have  leeoiet 
by  persistent  personal  pushing,  575  situations. 

X.  Question.— How  shall  out-door  meetings  be  conducted*'*'' 
reach  the  bat  result*  t 

Answered  by  K.  A.  BunwsK.— Open  with  a  quotation  fron lOtf' 
word,  as  introductory.  It  seems  to  me  men  ought  to  stand  bw 
very  much  at  home;  ought  to  take  it  in  *  very  natural  w»t,»* 
in  an  exhortatory  way.  1  think  piling  on  the  exhortation*  »« 
open  air  is  unfortunate.  They  want  something  true  to 1Ut 
have  men  in  Central  Illinois  who  in  this  open-air  preaching* 
play  wonderful  common  sense,  beginning  in  a  conversational  to* 
and  then  when  they  come  down  from  the  box  mingling  ""J"*"* 
people,  and  taking  them  by  the  hand.  I  make  a  specialty  of  a* 
man.  It  is  this  carrying  out  of  individnal  work  which il  **» 
God's  blessing  has  rested  upon.  The  man  who  has  got  thepo™ 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  must  open  his  mouth  and  sound  out  the  Gospft 
so  as  to  be  heard  distinctly.  Many  of  our  speakers  fail  right t*» 
Talk  not  long  on  one  subject,  not  more  than  three  or  five  miM» 
with  plenty  of  illustrations.  A  man  in  Indianapolis  8»***|. 
in  the  crowd  with  a  white-wash  brush ;  said  a  word  or  two  to  »»' 
got  down  and  spoke  to  him,  and  called  him  away. 

XI.  Question.— How  to  raise  $3500  in  a  matt  town,  for  W*W 
Answer  by  K.  A.  BurneU.—fo  be  in  earnest  about  "J*** 

take  hold  of  it.    Get  25  men  to  agree  to  give  $25  ft  J^  * 
next  four  years. 
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NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

t^  For  this  department  ire  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  in  all  oar 
Associations.  Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially 
welcome : 

1.  New  features  In  the  work. 

*.  Newt  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the.greateet  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved . 
jy  Communications  tor  any  number  should  reach  our  office  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  in  which  such  number  appears. 

ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 
We  give  l>elow  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Albany,  N.  T.,  Commercial  Bank  Building.  Nashua,  N.  H..  Fisher's  Block,  Main  St, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  WO  W.  Baltimore  St.  Newark,  N.  J.,  677  Broad  St. 

Bellefonte,  Pa,  Bosh's  Arcade.  '  New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  M  Church  St. 

Bethlehem,  Pa,  Main  Bt.  New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  Sta. 

Boiton.  Mum..  Tretnont  St.  New-Orleans,  La.,  83  Camp  St. 

Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  80  and  82  Fulton  Ave.         New-York,  Fourth  Ave.  &  Twenty-third  St. 

Brooklyn,  E.  D,  Broadway  sad  Foarth  St.    Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  319  Main  St.  Philadelphia,  1110  Chestnut  St. 

Chicago,  III.,  Farwell  Hall.  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Peon.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  Ml  Vine  St.  Portland,  Me..  Congress  and  Casco  Sta. 

Cleveland,  O.,  7»  Public  Square.  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Congress  St. 

Columbia,  8.  ft.  National  Bank  Building.    Poughkeopsle,  N.  Y. ,  Main  and  Market  Sts. 

Dayton,  0.,  (9  Main  St.  Roxbury,  Mass.,  1908  Washington  St. 

Detroit,  U  and  18  Merrill  Block.  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  332  Sutter  St. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich,  80  Canal  St,  Scranton,  Pa.,  DM  Lackawanna  Ave. 

Halifax.  N.  S.,  183  Hollls  St.  Salma,  Ala,  48  Broad  St. 

Hamilton,  Ont. ,  32  King  St.,  East.  St.  Catharine's,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  ft  Ontario  Sts. 

Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  CoUege  Block.  Bt.  Louis,  Mo. ,  8M  North  Fifth  St. 

Hartford,  Ct.,  (W.  C.  A.,)  31  Pearl  St.  Tldloute,  Pa,  Main  ft  Depot  Sts. 

Indianapolis,  Ind,  Noe.  18-85  N.  Illinois  St.  Toledo,  O.,  18  Hartford  Block. 
Janravllle,  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St.  Toronto,  Ont,  84  King  St.,  East.  . 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Mcrrimac  Sts.      Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 
Lynn,  Mass,  Oxford  St,  near  Central  Ave.  ••  Col'd.  Asso.,  1880  K  St.  N.  W . 

Madison,  WUv,  Plnckney  St.  Worcester,  Mass.,  Chapln's  Block,  Pearl  Bt. 

Minneapolis,  Minn,  over  Post-Offlce.  Zanesvllle,  O.,  188  Main  St. 

Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts. 
ABROAD. 
Dublin,  Ireland,  M  Upper  Sack-rule  St.         London,  188  Aldersgate  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 

Liverpool,  M  Raashaw  St.  Paris,  France,  110  Run  Mootmartre. 


How  to  Accummulate  a  Building  Fund.  The  Seed 
of  Large  Qifts  to  the  Buffalo  Association.  The  fol- 
lowing cheering  and  very  suggestive  intelligence,  appeared  lately 
In  the  Buffalo  Courier  and  Republic.  At  the  close  of  an  interesting 
public  meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  June  25th,  at  which  instruct- 
ive reports  were  heard  from  the  delegates  to  the  late  Inter- 
national Convention  In  Washington,  Rev.  Dr.  Heacock,  of  Buf- 
falo, addressed  the  very  large  audience  in  attendance,  and  ur- 
gently and  eloquently  advocated  the  necessity  of  the  erection  of 
a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  young  Christians,  in  the  city 
of  Buffalo,  similar  to,  or  in  imitation  of  that  erected  by  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New- York  city.  Besides 
lauding  the  efforts  of  Christian  young  men  to  advocate  the  refor- 
mation of  those  who  need  reformation,  he  endorsed  their  efforts  to- 
ward rendering  assistance  to  those  who  are  already  members 
of  the  Association,  but  who  come  from  other  cities,  In  want 
of  means. 

After  this  address,  the  sum  of  $100  was  pledged  by  some 
friends  of  the  Association  to  form  a  nucleus  for  a  building  fund. 
The  next  morning  another  subscription  was  made  by  a  young 
man  of  $10  a  year  for  five  years,  and  still  another  of  $1  a  month 
for  five  years.    The  following  notes  explain  themselves : 

"  Buffalo,  June  26th,  1871. 
"  I.  €r.  Jenkins,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.  of  the  Y.  M  C.  A. : 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  find  two  dollars,  which  you  will  please  de- 
posit in  a  savings  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  as  a  be- 
ginning of  a  building  fund  for  the  Association,  there  to  be  kept 
on  interest,  with  such  additions  as  may  hereafter  be  made  to  it, 
until  a  sufficient  sum  shall  be  realized  to  purchase  a  suitable 
building  for  the  Association.    I  propose  to  duplicate  the  above 


sum  every  month,  until  I  see  the  Association  in  possession  of 

such  a  building  as  they  need Trusting  that  my  feeble  effort 

and  example,  may  be  speedily  followed  by  thousands  of  others  in 
our  city,    I  am,  very  truly,  A  Friend  to  the  Cause.  " 


"Buffalo,  June  26th,  1871. 
"I.  G.  Jenkins,  Cor.  Sec.  Y.  M.  C.  A., Buffalo  : 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Being  deeply  impressed  with  the  great  necessity 
of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  I  beg  leave  to  hand  you  $3,  which 
I  will  duplicate  every  month  for  five  years  with  the  privilege  of 
increasing  it  ifnny  means  permit.  Yours,  etc.,  C." 

These  two  subscribers  thus  contribute  to  the  Building  Fund, 
the  first  $48,  and  the  second  $60,  yearly.  It  was  by  subscriptions 
made  in  this  manner,  that  our  members  in  Cleveland  accumulated 
in  the  course  of  several  years  $12,000.  This  sum  was  made  the 
basis,  a  year  ago,  of  an  effort  which  resulted  in  securing  their 
present  handsome  edifice,  worth  $25,000. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  learn  from  Buffalo  that  the  fund  has  been 
increased  to  the  sum  of  $1475. 

Tlte  Seventh  Tear  in  Newark.  Orowth  and  Activ- 
ity of  the  Association.  The  annual  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing May,  1870,  of  the  secretary  of  the  Association  in  Newark,  is 
full  of  encouragement.  It  appears  in  the  June  number  of  the 
Young  Men's  Advocate.    We  cite  the  following  facts : 

The  roll  contains  the  names  of  867  active,  79  associate,  and  63 
life,  and  10  honorary  members. 

The  Association  occupies  the  second  and  third  floors  of  the 
building  corner  of  West  Park  and  Broad  streets.  The  upper  hall 
is  well  furnished,  and  is  rented  nearly  every  evening  to  temper- 
ance societies  and  for  religious  purposes.  The  lower  hall  is  di- 
vided into  two  rooms,  one  for  meetings,  and  the  other  for  the  li- 
brary and  reading-room,  which  is  supplied  with  seventy-five  pa- 
pers and  magazines.  The  library  now  numbers  800  volumes,  500 
of  which  were  donated  to  the  Association  last  Christmas,  collect- 
ed by  Dr.  G.  F.  J.  Colburn  from  friends  in  this  and  other  cities, 
and  donations  have  also  been  received  from  other  sources.  The 
German  Association  is  about  to  place  files  of  German  papers  and 
a  library  in  the  room  for  the  use  of  its  members.  The  library 
and  reading-room  are  free  to  all,  but  no  books  are  permitted  to  be 
taken  from  the  rooms.  The  number  of  visitors  during  the  year 
has  been  about  15,000,  the  larger  number  being  strangers  in  the 
city,  or  those  who  have  no  Horn*  to  go  to  after  the  day's  labor. 

The  treasurer  reports :  receipts  $8410,  and  expenses  $3899. 

PAID  AND  FREE  LECTURES. 

The  lectures  of  the  past  season  were  of  the  highest  order.  The 
paid  course — consisting  of  two  lectures  by  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  five  scientific  lectures  by  Prof.  Richards,  and  three  as- 
tronomical lectures  by  Prof.  Alexander,  of  Princeton  College — 
was  self-sustaining. 

The  free  course  was  delivered  in  the  hall  of  the  Association  by 
Prof.  John  Phln,  of  New-York ;  Rev.  J.  L.  Harris  of  Orange ;  Dr. 
McDowell,  Prof.  E.  B.  Hopkins,  H.  F.  Osborne,  Rev.  Wm.  B. 
Brown  and  Rev.  O.  H.  Tiffany,  of  this  city.  The  lectures  of  this 
course  were  largely  attended,  mainly  by  those  for  whom  they 
were  intended — the  large  class  who  do  not  attend  paid  lectures. 
Two  pleasant  social  re-unions  were  also  well  attended. 

DEVOTIONAL   MEETINGS. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  these  meetings  the  past  year 
twenty-five  persons  are  known  to  have  been  hopefully  converted, 
and  have  joined  evangelical  churches.  The  daily  and  Saturday 
evening  prayer-meetings  have  been  regularly  sustained.  The 
conference  meeting,  held  the  afternoon  of  every  Lord's  day,  is  the 
most  successful  meeting  conducted  by  the  Association.  Every 
Sunday,  without  a  single  exception,  it  has  been  held,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  350. 

The  open-air  meetings  have  been  maintained  at  three  places 
each  Lord's  day  with  encouraging  results.    At  four  mission  sta- 
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tlons  oar  members  have  been  at  work  each  Sunday,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  these  services  the  destitute  have  been  visited  and  in 
many  cases  the  intemperate  reformed. 

A  special  committee  has  been  appointed  to  attend  to  the  raising 
of  a  building  fund,  and  it  is  hoped  that  ere  long  this  vigorous  As- 
sociation will  own  a  suitable  home  of  its  own. 

A  large  public  meeting  was  held  May  30,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Association,  when  Mr.  Chas.  Callender,  delegate  to  the 
Washington  Convention,  gave  a  faithful  account  of  the  remarkable 
sessions  of  that  assembly.  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell  of  Aurora,  111 .,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Yates  of  Nova  Scotia,  also  spoke  with  earnestness  and  en- 
thusiasm. The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  year's  work  of  the 
Association,  given  in  the  Toting  Men's  Advocate : 

Religious  meetings  held  in  rooms 418 

Meetings  held  at  Mission  Stations 333 

Open-Air  Meetings  held 35 

Needy  Persons  provided  for 100 

Provided  with  Poardlng-Houses 35 

Provided  with  Employment S3 

Total-abstinence  pledges  obtained SO 

Paid  Lectures 10 

Fret  Lectures 7 

Social  Rc-nnlons 3 

Literary  Meetings 36 

Volumes  added  to  Library 676 

A  New  Building,  as  announced  in  another  column,  worth  $30,- 
000,  has  just  been  purchased  by  this  Association. 

Tlie  German  Association  of  Netvark  and  Vicinity. 

The  above  Association  completed  its  organization  May  24th,  at  a 
largely-attended  meeting  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  corner  of  Broad  and  West  Park  streets, 
electing  the  following  officers : 

President—  Leo.  Aigeltinger ;  Vice-President — Julias  Nenschae- 
fer ;  Secretaries — Carl  Baumann,  Chas.  Siebert ;  Treasurer — John 
Franz  ;  Librarian — J.  Becht. 

The  object  of  this  Association  is  the  improvement  and  elevation 
of  the  moral,  social  and  intellectual  condition  of  the  great  mass 
of  German  young  men  in  Newark  and  suburbs,  thereby  meeting 
a  long-felt  want  for  some  society  of  this  kind  among  our  immense 
and  growing  German  population. 

A  reading-room  and  social  and  devotional  resort  has  been  estab- 
lished under  the  auspices  of  this  Association,  which  is  of  non- 
sectarian  character,  and  comprises  at  present  upwards  of  sixty 
members  from  the  different  German  Protestant  Evangelical 
churches  of  Newark.  All  German  young  men  are  cordially  in- 
vited and  welcome  to  the  meetings  of  the  Association  and  rooms. 

From,  Aurora,  III.,  we  receive  the  following  good  news : 
"  The  daily  meetings  of  our  Association  are  well  attended  and 
quite  interesting.  The  average  attendance  since  oar  dedication 
is  about  87.  Three  cottage  prayer-meetings  are  sustained  with 
some  inquiring  ones,  who  are  earnestly  seeking  to  find  the  Sa- 
viour. Our  open-air  meetings  are  well  sustained,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  who  attend  are  saloon  men,  who  seldom  if  ever 
attend  service  at  oar  churches.  We  have  introduced  a  black- 
board in  our  daily  union  service,  placing  it  in  front  of  the  audi- 
ence with  the  subject  or  leading  thought,  and  also  the  passage  of 
Scripture  in  connection  with  it,  written  plainly  on  one  side,  so 
that  all  can  see  it.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  board  is  re- 
versed, so  that  all  can  see  the  subject  for  the  next  meeting,  which 
has  been  previously  written  on  the  other  side.  We  think  this  plan 
will  aid  in  keeping  up  an  Interest  in  our  meetings.  Our  Associa- 
tion is  steadily  gaining  in  public  favor  among  all  classes,  and  es- 
pecially among  the  different  denominations  are  we  beginning  to 
feel  that,  although  different  in  name,  we  are  one  in  Christ. 

D.J.  P. 

A  Prosecuting  Persecutor.  Hie  Legal  Bight  of 
Access  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Rooms.  Two  months  ago,  under 
the  title  of  "  a  persistent  persecutor,"  we  gave  an  account  of 


the  annoyance  to  which  our  members  in  Boston  had  been 
subjected  by  a  person  who  for  more  than  a  year  had  frequent- 
ed their  rooms,  and  attended  their  meetings  for  the  express 
purpose  of  impeding  and  destroying  their  work.  By  distrib- 
uting infidel  tracts,  by  conversation,  by  impertinent  remarks 
in  the  prayer-meeting,  and  the  use  of  every  means  of  petty 
annoyance,  he  had  proved  himself  a  thorn  in  the  aide  of  all 
friends  of  the  cause.  He  even  attempted  to  join  the  Association 
by  paying  the  fee  of  membership,  one  dollar.  But  the  committee 
refused  to  admit  him,  proffering  him,  of  course,  the  amount  of  his 
fee,  which  he  refused  to  receive.  He  wis  borne  with  very  pa- 
tiently, was  prayed  for,  remonstrated  with,  and  approached  by  the 
use  of  every  means  of  Christian  conciliation.  It  was  all  in  Tain 
And  finally  after  a  year  of  forbearance,  he  was  forbidden  access 
to  the  rooms.  He  persisted  in  coming,  and  was  quietly  bat  for- 
cibly, ejected.  He  then  brought  a  charge  of  assault  and  battery 
against  Messrs  L.  P.  Rowland,  secretary,  and  J.  E.  Gray,  libra- 
ian  of  the  Association,  who  had  put  him  out  of  the  rooms. 

The  case  was  fully  tried  before  Chief-Justice  Bacon.  The 
plaintiff  was  utterly  unable  to  substantiate  his  charges.  The  de- 
cision of  the  Chief-Justice  is  interesting,  mainly  as  it  relates  to 
the  legal  right  of  access  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms.  The  counsel  for 
the  prosecution  had  argued  at  some  length  to  show  that,  by  the 
payment  of  the  fee  of  one  dollar,  Mr.  Hatch  was  a  member  of  the 
corporation  known  as  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Assoda- 
tion,  and  that  he  was  assaulted  by  Messrs.  Rowland  and  Gray. 

The  Chief-Justice  said  in  his  decision  that  the  great  point  was. 
Was  Mr.  Hatch  a  member,  and  had  he  a  right  there  T  He  then 
quoted  that  portion  of  the  by-laws  which  refers  to  the  revision 
of  the  names  of  new  members  by  the  standing  committee,  which 
is  composed  of  two  members  of  each  of  the  churches,  and  num- 
bers 80  gentlemen.  (The  article  referred  to,  is  found  in  section  12 
of  article  4,  of  the  by-laws,  and  is  as  follows :  "  The  librarian 
shall  report  to  the  committee  at  each  regular  meeting  the  names 
of  all  new  members ;  the  admission  of  applicants  being  subject 
to  the  committee  at  any  regular  meeting.")  He  then  ruled  that 
as  Mr.  Hatch's  name  was  objected  to  at  a  meeting  of  this  commit- 
tee, January  16th,  and  he  had  been  notified  of  the  fact,  he  was 
not  a  member  of  the  Association  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  as- 
sault, and  therefore  had  no  right  to  use  the  rooms,  and  when  he 
did  so  he  was  trespassing. 

The  other  question  was  whether  more  force  was  used  than  nec- 
essary, which  he  could  not  find  according  to  the  evidence,  and 
therefore  dismissed  the  defendants. 

Fruitful  Activity  in  New-London,  Conn. — The  report 
of  the  Association  in  New-London,  Conn.,  for  the  year  ending 
June,  1871,  is  full  of  unusual  interest.  It  was  presented  to  a  large 
audience  at  the  late  annual  meeting  by  the  President,  Mr.  Wm. 
B.  Lewis.    We  cite  the  following  interesting  facts : 

The  Building  Fund  has  been  increased  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
Citizens'  Course  of  Lectures  to  the  amount  of  $1184.  The  total  of 
Association  yearly  expenses  has  been  $410. 

Open-air  Meetings  have  been  held  in  several  different  localities 
with  happy  resnlts.  Two  of  these  meetings  were  held  on  vessels 
about  to  sail  from  port. 

The  Thursday  Morning  Meeting  at  the  rooms  has  been  steadflr 
and  encouragingly  sustained,  and  a  mission  chapel  prayer-meet- 
ing has  gathered  many  to  hear  the  Word  who  rarely  if  ever  at- 
tend church. 

The  Toum-hatt  Meeting,  long  aided  by  the  Association,  has  thai 
year  been  able  to  support  itself,  and  thus  to  allow  a  part  of  the 
activitv  of  the  members  to  be  devoted  to  other  fields. 

THE  EAST  NBW-LONDOH  MEETING 

has  given  evidence  of  more  encouraging  results  than  any  other 
field  occupied  by  the  Association.  Those  meetings  were  onsa- 
menced  July  11th,  1870,  at  which  time  there  were  no  rettgfcna 
meetings  maintained  in  that  part  of  the,city.  The  rttnnttWtnsst 
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mittee  sought,  through  four  instrumentalities,  to  promote  the 
spiritual  interests  of  that  part  of  our  city  ;  viz. :  by  open-air  meet- 
ings—by personal  visitation — by  a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  at  the 
chapel— and  by  establishing  a  Sabbath-school.  Seventy-seven 
families,  consisting  of  820  persons,  were  visited,  very  many  of 
whom  stood  aloof  from  all  church  and  Sabbath-school  influences. 
Bibles  were  given  to  the  destitute,  tracts  distributed,  and  the 
sick  prayed  with. 

Wonderful  results  have  flowed  from  the  meetings  for  prayer 
since  the  beginning  of  this  year.  Fifteen  family  altars  have 
been  set  up.  Over  one  hundred  persons  rose  for  prayer,  and  sev- 
enty-five have  been  hopefully  converted,  forty-seven  of  them  giv- 
ing in  their  testimony  on  a  single  evening.  Over  forty  of  these 
converts  have  already  joined  the  church. 

Tne  whole  number  of  meetings  held  in  the  chapel  has  been 
140.  A  Sabbath-school  was  established  in  February,  and  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 

The  President  in  his  report  adds : 

"  We  cannot  well  close  this  report  without  calling  attention  to 
the  East  New-London  chapel  itself.  This  house  was  built  for  a 
'  Free  Union  Chapel,'  and  dedicated  to  God's  service  accordingly. 
To-day  it  is  held  as  surety  by  a  citizen  of  another  place.  Ought 
it  not,  can  it  not  be  redeemed,  and  appropriated  to  its  original 
design  r 

The  following  officers  of  the  Association  for  the  current  year 
have  been  elected :  *r 

President— Jonathan  N.  Harris.  Vice-Presidents—  Geo.  Strong, 
Jr.,  F.  Lester,  L.  H.  Bushnell.  Secretaries— Newton  Fuller,  C.  M. 
Wilcox. 


Tracts  in  the  Depot  and  on  the  Canal.  An  earnest 
worker  in  Locust  Grove,  N.  T.,  writes  of  success  attending  tract 
distribution  in  railroad  depots,  carried  on  by  filling  boxes  placed 
for  this  purpose  in  these  public  resorts.  The  tracts  and  cartridges 
qaickly  disappeared.  In  one  case  a  stand  for  books  was  put  up 
in  a  corner,  and  the  volumes  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  depot 
and  the  words,  "  Not  to  be  taken  from  this  room."  Our  working 
correspondent  writes  : 

"  I  was  glad  to  see  in  the  Association  Monthly  the  account  of 
the  silent  tract  distributor  used  by  the  Erie  Association,  and  am 
anxious  to  hear  more. 

"  I  heard  lately  of  a  young  man  taking  up  a  tract  in  a  neigh- 
boring depot.  Its  perusal  set  him  thinking,  and  he  has  since 
been  converted  and  united  with  the  church.  This  is  one  result. 
There  may  be  many  more  that  I  never  shall  hear  of.  I  think 
this  one  of  the  best  and  easiest  ways  to  reach  the  masses. 

"  I  have  lately  put  a  box  of  papers  and  tracts  in  the  canal 
barn  near  here.  The  canal  men  are  a  class  much  neglected,  but 
by  no  means  out  of  reach.  I  send  you  some  specimens  of  blanks, 
etc.,  that  I  use  in  my  work ;  also  some  original  "  cartridges," 
which  I  print  myself. 

"  I  hope  the  brethren  in  New- York  will  put  a  silent  distributor 
in  the  great  depot  soon  to  be  completed  in  their  city." 

Colored,  Association  in  Washington,  D.  C,  helped 
by  tlte  Convention.  A  correspondent  writes :  "  The  Interna- 
tional Convention  recently  held  in  this  city,  has  been  the  means  of 
reviving  our  Association.  Many  of  the  members  that  had  grown 
cold  and  indifferent  in  the  cause  have  renewed  their  allegiance  to 
God  and  to  the  Association. 

"  Our  open-air  meetings  have  become  very  popular,  and  mua> 
good  is  being  done  through  their  instrumentality.  We  are  also 
holding  prayer-meetings  three  afternoons  each  week.  They  are 
well  attended,  and  we  already  see  the  fruit  of  our  labor  in  the 
conversion  of  precious  souls. 

"  At  our  last  semi-monthly  meeting,  in  June,  the  delegates  to 
the  late  International  Convention  made  their  report.  Mr.  James 
L.  Thomas  spoke  of  the  organization  of  the  Convention ;  Mr. 
Wm.  A.  Freeman  of  the  declaration  of  principles  of  the  T.  Mt 


C.  A.  set  forth  in  various  resolutions,  and  Dr.  Beaton  of  the  sev- 
eral topics  discussed  in  the  Convention.  The  audience  appeared 
to  be  very  much  pleased  with  the  report.  The  Bev  Mr.  Harris, 
of  Minnesota,  was  also  present  and  addressed  the  meeting. 

"  The  President  extended  an  invitation  to  persons  to  join,  when 
forty-two  came  forward  and  enrolled  their  names. 

"  The  chairman  of  the  prayer-meeting  and  visiting  committees 
made  an  interesting  statement  in  regard  to  their  work.  We  hear 
of  many  who  desire  to  unite  with  us,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to 
hold  meetings  in  all  the  churches  that  will  open  their  doors  to 
us,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  interest  the  pastors  and  members  in 
our  work.  James  L.  Thomas,  Cor.  Sec" 

Recovery  and  Restoration  of  a  Church.  A  Blessed 
Work  in  Westerly,  R.  I.    A  correspondent  writes : 

"  The  Association  in  the  village  of  Westerly  has  received  a 
new  impulse  from  its  present  officers.  Its  meetings  are  well 
attended,  its  missions  well  sustained,  and  the  past  year  many 
were  through  its  labors  brought  to  the  Saviour.  On  Sunday, 
July  16,  an  old  church  in  our  suburbs  was  re-dedicated,  and  thus 
another  added  to  the  list  of  our  outposts.  This  old  building,  more 
than  one  hundred  years  old,  (and  known  for  half  a  century  as  the 
'Old  New  Light  Church,1)  long  since  abandoned  for  use  as  a 
church,  and  now  in  the  centre  of  the  celebrated  Westerly  '  granite 
quarries,'  where  are  employed  some  1500  men,  has  been  taken 
hold  of  by  the  Association,  completely  remodeled  and  made  suit- 
able for  holding  either  Sabbath  services,  lectures,  or  social  prayer- 
meetings.  Hitherto  the  Lord  has  led  us  and  helped  us.  Our 
president  is  one  of  those  earnest,  enthusiastic  men  who  are  qual- 
ified to  lead,  and  around  him  are  gathering  a  working  band  of 
Christian  young  men,  ready  at  all  times  to  do  service  for  the 
Master.  Enjoying  the  perfect  confidence  of  the  pastors  and 
churches,  the  field  never  looked  more  inviting  than  now.      L." 

Subscriptions  to  the  Building  Fund  in  Baltimore. 

The  Hon.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  chairman  of  the  Building  Commit- 
tee of  the  Association  in  Baltimore,  reports  the  following  sub- 
scriptions received  since  the  late  report  of  $81,600,  making  in  all 
up  to  Jane  24th,  (100,000 :  A.  Schumacher  &  Co.  $1000,  Thomas 
Wilson  $1000,  Horace  Abbott  $1000,  Miles  White  $1000,  Hugh 
Gelston  $1000,  John  S.  Oilman  $600.  John  Hurst  $250,  B.  F.  Par- 
lett  $260,  John  J.  Thomson  $500,  G.  S.  Griffith  $600,  Canfield, 
Bro.  &  Co.  $260,  Bendann  Bros.  $260,  Thomas  Kensett,  $10f  0,  E. 
Larrabee  $600,  Chas.  Markell  $260,  Jas.  I  Fisher  $600,  Chaun- 
cey  Brooks  $600,  K.  K.  Hawley  &  Co.  $1000,  Chapplel  4  Leary 
$250,  Jos.  Bieman  $5Q0,  S.  M.  Shoemaker  $600,  James  Fryer 
$250  John  B.  Kelso  $250,  G.  Bartlett  $500,  Mrs.  Peyton  Harri- 
son $250,  O.  F.  Bresee  $1,000,  James  A.  Gary  $1000,  and  other 
smaller  amounts  to  the  sum  $2650. 

The  Sheet  of  Hymns  for  the  Open-air  Services  in 
Philadelphia  Is  Issued  in  a  very  attractive  form.  It  is  really 
a  four  page  tract,  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  small  Illustrated 
paper.  The  front  page  is  covered  with  a  fine  picture,  over  which 
is  the  name  of  the  paper,  in  the  neatly  engraved  heading,  Glad 
Tidings.  On  the  two  inside  pages  are  printed  brief,  pithy  relig- 
ious articles,  and  the  fourth  cover  page  contains  four  hymns, 
over  which  is  the  heading  "  Open-air  Services  Hebe,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  every 
Sabbath  afternoon."  At  the  foot  of  this  page  is  the  address  oi 
the  rooms  of  the  Association,  and  a  cordial  invitation  to  all  who 
wish  to  come. 


$120  Worth  of  New  Books  have  lately  been  added  to 
the  Association  Library  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  where  the  next  Inter- 
national Convention  will  assemble.  This  addition  will  Increase 
the  library  to  about  670  volumes.  The  books  in  the  library  prior 
to  this  were  gifts  from  friends  of  the  Association.  The  money 
for  these  later  purchases  was  raised  by  subscription  among  the 
members,  molt  of  whom  contributed  to  the  fond. 

Digitized  by 


(fund. 

Coogle 


174 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[August, 


JT&ws  of  Associations. 


Reports  of  Western  Associations.  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree,  on 
his  way  to  the  Pacific  coast  in  June,  visited  the  Associations  men- 
tioned in  the  following  report  which  he  kindly  sends  us : 

"  At  Chicago  I  found  Mr.  Moody  was  away,  but  everything 
was  moving  along  satisfactorily.  This  Association  is  so  univer- 
sally known  for  its  good  works  as  to  require  only  a  passing  men- 
tion. 

"  Rock  Islaktd.  Our  members  here  have  a  room  pleasantly  lo- 
cated on  the  second  floor,  just  off  the  main  street.  Unfortunately 
it  has  for  some  time,  by  common  consent,  been  closed.  The  devo- 
tional meetings  of  the  Association  once  included  a  very  success, 
ful  daily  prayer-meeting.  This  has  now  ceased  to  be  held  at  all. 
A  successful  and  thoroughly-organized  system  of  tract  distribu- 
tion is  carried  on,  and  the  monthly  meetings  of  this  committee  is 
the  only  regular  association  meeting  now  held.  We  had  a  good 
meeting  Sunday  afternoon,  gathered  in  a  few  minutes.  Twelve 
earnest,  active,  working  Christian  men  came  together  in  their 
room.  We  brushed  off  the  accumulated  dust,  and  spent  a  most 
delightful  hour  in  prayer  and  conference.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
a  meeting  Monday  evening.  (June  3,)  at  which  time  they  would 
decide  on  just  what  work  should  be  undertaken.  It  was  the 
opinion  of  all  present  that  the  holding  of  open-air  meetings  should 
be  resumed.  A  Sunday  afternoon  meeting  held  with  the  prison, 
ers  in  the  jail,  and  a  service  held  with  the  soldiers  and  workmen 
(some  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  number)  employed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment on  the  island.  Rock  Island  is  a  flourishing  city  of  16,000 
inhabitants,  and  ought  to  have  a  good  association. 

"  Davenport,  Iowa,  just  over  the  river,  has  a  good  organiza- 
tion, a  good  library  and  rooms,  and  conducts  open-air  meetings. 
It  has  a  good  record. 

"  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  The  Association  has  received  a  great  im- 
pulse from  a  visit  of  Mr.  Burnell  some  time  ago.  A  daily  prayer- 
meeting  was  organized  and  carried  on  successfully  for  some  time. 
At  present  the  organization  is  not  very  active,  at  least  gives  not 
as  much  evidence  of  life  as  ought  to  be  exhibited  by  an  associa- 
tion in  the  flourishing  capital  of  Iowa,  with  its  12,000  inhabitants. 

"Chetenne,  Wyoming  Territory.  I  saw  the  sign  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  Free  Reading-rooms,  but  it  was 
closed  at  the  time  I  tried  to  obtain  access  to  it.  I  tried  to  find 
out  about  the  organization  and  what  it  was  doing,  and  who  its 
chief  people  are,  but  failed,  after  an  effort,  to  find  the  only  promi- 
nent man  in  it  of  whom  I  could  hear.  I  think  the  number  of 
drinking-houses  in  Cheyenne  is  greater  than  the  number  of 
places  occupied  by  all  other  kinds  of  business  put  together. 

"  Ckugg  Ranche.  This  is  half  way  .between  Cheyenne  and 
Fort  Laramie.  We  held  a  brief  evening  meeting.  It  was  in  a 
regular  ranchman's  cabin.  We  made  the  requisite  number  of 
rooms  by  dropping  a  sail-cloth.  The  owner  was  anxious  about  the 
Indians,  as  his  cabin  had  been  attacked  every  spring  till  this  one, 
and  it  was  arranged 'for  defence.  The  soldiers,  wagon  drivers, 
and  ranchmen  came  in  on  our  invitation,  and  with  our  own 
party  of  four,  made  an  audience  of  fifteen  or  twenty.  In  it  was 
one  who  coolly  told  of  having,  about  a  year  ago,  given  a  man  five 
minutes  to  live,  and  of  having  then  blown  his  brains  out  with  his 
pistol.  He  actually  did  it,  as  we  learned  from  the  commander  at 
the  fort.  At  Horse  Creek  Ranche  we  spent  another  night.  For 
an  hour  we  sang  the  familiar  Association  hymns.  Gathering  quite 
a  number  of  teamsters  and  ranchmen,  we  invited  them  all  in,  and 
had  a  chapter  read  from  the  Scriptures  and  an  earnest  prayer  for 
them.  I  question  if  many  of  them  had  been  to  a  religious  meet- 
ing for  years. 

"  At  Fort  Laramie,  a  post  where  there  are  perhaps  1000  peo- 
ple, we  held  an  open-air  service  on  Sunday  evening.  There  has 
been  no  chaplain  for  a  long  time,  and  I  could  not  hear  of  a  religious 
service  having  been  held  since  he  left.  General  Smith,  the  com- 
manding officer,  announced  our  meeting  at  dress  parade,  and  we 
had  a  good  attendance.  All  the  officers  and  their  families  gladly 
attended,  and  a  large  number  of  soldiers. 


"  In  the  afternoon  we  visited  the  hospital,  the  guard-house,  and 
the  barracks,  and  distributed  tracts,  and  talked  with  the  men, 
and  found  them  all  very  ready  to  talk  on  the  subject  of  religion. 
Tuesday  evening  we  held  an  open-air  meeting  at  the  cavalry 
camp.  Captain  Leib,  in  command  of  the  battalion,  marched  his 
full  company  up,  and  others  came  in,  and  we  talked  with  them  as 
long  as  we  felt  it  was  prudent  to  do  so." 


An  Interesting  Letter  from  Lowell,  Mass.— Having 
received  a  fresh  baptism  from  the  Sixteenth  International  Con- 
vention, the  delegates  from  this  Association  returned  with  the 
conviction  that  much  earnest,  aggressive  Christian  work  is  re- 
quired of  the  Associations,  in  order  that  the  thousands  of  young 
men  in  our  towns  and  cities,  whose  footfalls  we  hear  as  they 
pass  along  the  broad  road,  may  be  reached  and  won  to  Christ. 

The  influence  of  the  Washington  Convention  is  felt  in  this 
"  Spindle  City"  of  Lowell.  There  are  Indications  of  an  Increased 
interest  in  many  of  our  meetings.  We  began  very  promisingly 
two  open-air  services  the  first  Sabbath  in  June.  Last  Sabbath 
we  bad  two  very  large  audiences  to  listen  to  us,  and  the  close  at- 
tention given  was  an  evidence  that  men  and  women  were  present 
who  were  hungering  for  the  Bread  of  Life. 

Last  Wednesday  evening  our  Hall  and  reading-room  Adjoin- 
ing, were  crowded  by  those  who  came  to  hear  Mr.  John  K.  South- 
mayd  of  Boston,  relate  the  account  of  his  conversion  from  Deism 
to  Christianity.  Many  were  obliged*  to  go  away,  unable  to  get 
seats.  The  meeting  was  intensely  interesting,  and  at  the  close 
six  requested  our  prayers  that  they  might  find  the  Saviour. 

We  have  a  half-hour  praise-meeting  every  Sabbath  morning 
from  9  to  OX  o'clock,  conducted  by  Mr.  Geo.  F.  Willey,  teacher  of 
music  in  the  public  school.  We  use  the  Songs  of  Devotion, 
which  we  have  been  instrumental  In  introducing  into  four  «f  our 
churches  by  first  obtaining  %  supply  for  ourselves.  Our  praise- 
meeting  is  a  great  help  to  us.  It  draws  in  many  young  men,  and 
by  9M  o'clock,  the  hour  for  the  prayer-meeting,  our  Hall  is  full. 

We  have  purchased  of  the  Executive  Committee  sixty-five 
copies  of  the  life-membership  certificates,  which  we  have  present- 
ed to  those  who  have  become  life-members  since  our  organiza- 
tion. 

We  are  looking  forward  with  much  expectancy  to  the  Seven- 
teenth International  Convention  which,  under  God's  providence, 
will  meet  with  as  next  summer.    Brethren,  pray  for  us. 

G.  B.  L. 


A  tan  Independence  Day  Celebration  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
public  exercises  at  Cedar  street  Square  began  at  half-past  seven 

A.  M.,  and  consisted  of  singing,  prayer,  reading  of  the  Scripture 
and  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  addresses  by  Rev.  J. 

B.  Rath  and  Rt.  Rev.  E.  DeSchwenltz.  The  Christian  young 
men  of  Bethlehem  set  a  good  example  in  taking  the  lead  in  a 
suitable  observance  of  the  national  holiday.  What  class  of  citi- 
zens could  with  more  propriety  and  enthusiasm  take  the  lead  in 
an  intelligent  and  patriotic  observance  of  this  national  holiday J 
Patriotic  demonstrations  on  this  day  should  not  be  wholly  con- 
fided to  boys  and  politicians.  We  venture  to  criticise  one  feature 
of  the  programme.  Both  addresses  are  by  clergymen.  Care 
should  be  taken,  we  suggest,  that  the  laity  also  are  represented 
in  this  part  of  the  exercises. 

Not  Dead  Yet.  Id  my  report  to  the  Washington  Conven- 
tion, I  said :  "  The  Brattleboro  (Vt.)  Association  had  ceased  to  ex- 
ist. Since  then,  (although  every  one  supposed  the  annual  meet- 
ing would  buiy  it,)  they  have  revived,  and  have  effected  an  ar- 
rangement with  the  Town  Library,  by  which  they  secure  the 
several  hundred  volumes  it  contains,  for  their  reading-room. 
The  Association  promise  much  better  things  than  for  two  yearn 
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Good  News  from  New-Orleans.  Growth  in  Activ- 
ity and  Usefulness.  A  correspondent  writes  from  New-Or- 
leans :  "  I  enclose  herewith  a  card  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  New-Or- 
leans The  colors  (gold  and  green)  are  emblematic,  the  gold  in- 
dicating financial  prosperity,  and  the  green  vigorous  growth. 
The  Lord  ha*  added  and  is  constantly  adding  to  our  membership 
Cram  the  active  element  in  our  various  churches,  and  now  calls 
upon  us  to  make  use  of  the  material  that  he  has  thus  furnished 
us. 

"  We  have  not,  as  yet,  secured  all  the  funds  that  we  need.  The 
only  thing  that  circulates  freely  during  the  summer  weather  in 
this  latitude  is  the  blood.  In  subscription  papers,  the  market 
quotation  is  '  nothing  doing.' 

"  Our  supply  of  papers  and  magazines  is  rapidly  filling  up  our 
racks  and  covering  our  tables,  while  our  large  and  attractive 
sign  invites,  in  letters  of  light,  those  who  nightly  pass  along  this 
crowded  thoroughfare  to  visit  our  pleasant  rooms,  and  avail 
themselves  of  the  privileges  they  afford. 

"  The  overflow  which  has  recently  submerged  a  very  large  section 
of  our  city,  has,  under  Providenoe,  brought  our  Association  prom- 
inently before  the  public.  While  the  waters  filled  the  streets 
and  flowed  through  the  dwellings,  a  delegation  from  our  Associa- 
tion was  daily  at  work,  rowing  from  house  to  house,  and  without 
distinction  of  color  or  sex,  ministering  to  the  needy.  We  are 
thus  able  to  show  that  we  care  for  the  temporal  as  well  as  the 
spiritual  wants  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

"  Outside  of  our  city  there  is  no  association  news  from  Louisiana, 
but  we  are  even  now  talking  and  planning  for  a  campaign  in  the 
early  fall  in  the  interest  of  the  young  men  of  our  State." 


From  Washington,  D.  C,  Mr.  Hall  writes :  "  Our  meet- 
ings are  delightful.  Daily  open-air  services  with  excellent  re- 
sults."   

ABROAD. 


French  "Prisoners  Entertained  by  the  Association 
in  Lausanne.  A  correspondent  writes :  "  In  consequence  of 
the  flight  of  Bourbakl's  army  into  Switzerland,  many  of  the 
French  prisoners  of  war  were  confined  at  Lausanne.  The  T.  M. 
C.  A.  there  immediately  opened  the  doors  of  its  local  or  rooms  to 
them,  and  sought  in  every  way  to  attract  them  thither,  offering 
them  the  opportunity  of  writing  letters  to  their  friends  at  home, 
giving  them  the  use  of  their  library,  which  through  the  benevo- 
lence of  Christian  friends  had  been  richly  furnished  with  a  new 
supply  of  books,  and  inviting  them  to  take  part  in  their  meetings 
for  edification  and  instruction.  The  undertaking  was  crowned 
with  the  best  success.  Many  of  the  French  soldiers  visited  and 
learned  to  love  the  Association.  Over  200  letters  have  been  writ- 
ten in  its  local,  a  great  number  of  tracts  were  distributed  among 
the  soldiers,  and  many  have  learnt  for  the  first  time,  in  Lausanne, 
to  read,  write  and  cipher.  More  than  a  hundred  notes  of  thanks, 
sent  to  the  president  of  the  Association,  testify  that  the  French 
prisoners  themselves  remember  with  love  and  not  without  bless. 
ing,  the  time  they  have  passed  in  the  rooms  of  the  Association  in 
Lausanne  One  writes  from  his  home :  '  As  soon  as  I  reached  my 
parent's  house,  where  they  had  for  a  long  time  impatiently 
awaited  my  return,  I  hastened  to  relate  to  them  the  reception  we 
had  met  with  in  Switzerland.  Upon  hearing  my  story  the  whole 
family  were  moved  with  the  liveliest  feelings  of  gratitude.  It 
was  difficult  for  them  to  believe  my  account  concerning  the 
magnanimous  treatment  that  we  experienced  at  the  hands  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Switzerland.'  A  father  writes :  '  Heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  friendly  reception  that  you  have  offered  our 
poor  sons  of  France.'  In  memory  of  that  time  a  photograph  has 
been  taken  and  presented  to  the  friends  of  Lausanne,  in  which 
France  and  Switzerland  are  represented  as  two  sisters,  the  one 
veiled  in  mourning-crape,  the  other  pointing  with  her  finger  to 
the  national  coat  of  arms,  while  below  are  inscribed  the  words : 
'  One  for  all  and  all  for  one.' " 


^ittrsrj  gjto&s. 


Thb  Gospel  According  to  John.   By  John  Peter  Lange,  D.D. 

Translated  from  the  German.    Revised,  enlarged  and  edited  by 

Philip  Schaff,  D.  D.    New-York :  Charles  ScrTbner  &  Co. 

This  latest  volume  is  pronounced  the  best  of  the  remarkably  ex- 
cellent and  scholarly  series  of  commentaries  of  which  it  forms  a 
part.  This  "  Gospel  of  Gospels,"  "  sublime  as  a  seraph,  simple  as 
a  child,"  "  plainest  in  speech,  profoundest  in  meaning,"  has  fitly 
attracted  more  careful,  thorough  and  devout  scholarship  than  has 
been  expended  on  any  volume  of  this  long  series,  which  embraces 
all  the  books  of  the  Bible.  Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  the  able  editor  of 
the  entire  Commentary,  has  devoted  himself  specially  to  the  prep- 
aration of  this  volume,  adding  to  the  original  nearly  one-third. 
The  talents  of  other  distinguished  scholars  have  also  been  em- 
ployed, that  the  work  might  be  as  far  as  possible  worthy  of  the 
of  the  sacred  narration  of  which  it  treats.  Yet  at  the  close  of  his 
admirable  and  masterly  introduction  prefacing  the  volume. 
Dr.  Schaff,  with  the  modesty  of  the  genuine  Christian  scholar, 
says :  "  At  the  end  of  my  task  I  feel  more  strongly  than  ever,  that 
our  best  efforts  to  interpret  the  unfathomable  depths  of  the  words 
of  the  Eternal  Son  of  God,  as  recorded  by  his  favorite  disciple,  are 
but  the  stammerings  of  a  child.  '  Now  we  see  through  a  glass 
darkly,'  know  only  'in  part;'  but  the  time  will  come  when  we 
shall  see '  face  to  face,'  and  know  '  even  as  we  are  known.' " 

As  in  every  department  the  Commentary  is  based  on  the  latest 
researches  of  the  best  biblical  scholars,  all  who  are  studying  the 
Bible  as  teachers,  or  scholars,  in  the  clergy  or  laity,  will  welcome 
and  if  possible  secure  it.  Many,  indeed,  who  are  unable  to  secure 
the  entire  series,  will  do  well  to  purchase  this  volume,  as  worthy 
of  a  place  in  even  a  small  library. 

Lake  George.  Its  Scenes  and  Characteristics,  with  Glimpses  of 
the  Olden  Time.  By  B.  F.  De  Costa.  3d  edition.  A.  D.  F.  Ran- 
dolph &  Co. 

This  volume  answers  more  than  the  purpose  of  mere  guide- 
book to  lake  George.  The  writer  was  attracted  to  his  work 
by  familiarity  with  the  wonderful  beauties  of  the  region  he  de- 
scribes. All  that  would  be  of  interest  to  the  tourist  in  the 
scenery  about  the  lake,  and  in  the  thrilling  historical  incidents 
which  have  transpired  in  its  neighborhood,  is  faithfully  described. 
The  book  will  have  a  peculiar  charm  for  the  ever-growing  multi- 
tude who  throng  each  year  the  shores  and  waters  of  this  beau- 
tiful lake.  An  interesting  chapter  is  added  describing  Luzerne 
and  Schroon  lakes,  as  well  as  the  region  of  the  Adirondacks. 
Messrs.  Randolph  &  Co.  publish  the  volume. 

A  Vert  Simple  Story,  is  the  appropriate  title  of  a  short 
"  Chronicle  of  the  Thoughts  and  Feelings  of  a  Child,"  from  the  pen 
of  Florence  Montgomery.  The  author  shows  in  this,  as  in  her 
previous  work  entitled  "  Misunderstood,"  rare  aptitude  for  pene- 
trating into  the  sorrows,  even  more  than  into  the  joys  of  child- 
hood. The  sad  incidents  of  this  story  are  very  naturally  de- 
scribed, and  the  reader  feels  better  able  and  more  willing  to  seek 
out  and  sympathize  with  the  often  unnoticed  griefs  of  children. 
The  volume  is  published  by  Messrs.  Randolph  ft  Co. 

The  current  number  of  the  Dark  Blue,  bearing  as  it  does  the 
colors  or  color  of  Oxford  University,  and  taking  its  place  among 
the  popular  English  magazines,  will  be  read  with  interest.  All 
or  any  of  the  numbers  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  G.  B.  Roys, 
823  Broadway. 
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Tlte  Riots  of  July  12,  1871,  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
will  long  be  remembered  as  a  crisis  when  by  the  aid  of  State  au 
thority,  the  police  and  militia,  a  mob  of  foreigners,  openly  sus- 
tained by  the  city  government,  were  prevented  from  interfering 
with  the  liberties  of  American  citizens.  Because  the  parade  of 
some  Protestant  societies  was  distasteful  to  members  of  Roman- 
ist societies,  (who  themselves  parade  our  streets  as  often  as  they 
please,)  the  latter  resolved  to  suppress  such  a  parade,  and  ac- 
tually intimidated  the  Mayor  and  city  authorities  to  such  a  degree 
that  they  yieldsd  to  them  and  prohibited  the  Protestants  from 
marching  through  the  streets.  At  the  last  moment  the  Governor 
of  the  State  interferes,  calls  upon  police  and  militia  to  protect 
these  American  citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights.  They 
parade  under  a  heavy  escort.    The  proces- 


sion is  attacked  by  large  bands  of  rioters. 
Many  are  killed,  but  law,  order,  and  liberty 
are  vindicated.  AU  good  men  will  rejoice 
in  this  result.  The  convulsion  will  be  a 
blessing,  if  it  not  merely  startles  American 
citizens  bat  rouses  them  from  their  apathy 
and  indifference,  to  the  unblushing  political 
corruption  and  fraud  which  disgrace  all  de- 
partments of  our  government.  If  we  are 
satisfied  with  a  spasmodic  defence  of  our 
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liberties,  and  sink  back  into  the  old  apathy,  we  may  be  sure  that 
seven  other  demons  of  mob  violence  worse  than  any  we  have  yet 
seen  will  take  possession  and  rule,  till  our  last  state  becomes  far 
worse  than  the  present. 

Tlte  Republic  in  France  seems  likely  to  grow  in  popular 
favor.  The  parties  opposed  to  it  make  no  progress.  President 
Thiers'  government  is  gaining  the  confidence  of  all  classes.  The 
ascendancy  and  controlling  influence  of  Paris  over  the  national 
government  has  been  destroyed.  The  voice  of  the  entire  people 
of  France  is  likely  to  be  heard  and  attended  to  in  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs.  This  is  a  change  for  the  better.  The  turbulence 
of  a  mob  or  a  Jacobin  club  in  Paris  will  not  hereafter  of  itself 
create  a  revolution  in  the  entire  national  government. 

A  bold  move  has  been  made  by  the  English  ministry  in  abol- 
ishing the  system  of  purchasing  commissions  in  the  army.  The 
House  of  Commons  were  in  favor  of  the 
measure  bat  the  Lords  objected,  and  the 
ministry  effected  their  purpose  by  securing 
from  the  Queen  the  cancelling  of  the  warrant 
legalizing  the  purchase  of  commissions. 
Great  excitement  among  the  Tories  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  resort  of  the  ministry  to 
this  procedure.  The  reform  is  an  excellent 
one,  making  the  tenure  of  commissions  de- 
pendent not  on  the  purchasing  power  of  the 
candidate  but  on  his  military  capacity. 
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THE  DIAKONEN  INSTITUTE  IN  DRESDEN,  GERMANY. 


The  Diakonen  Institutes  of  Germany  owe  their  origin  to  a  ' 
young  Switzerlander,  Henri  Dunant  by  name,  who  was  present 
on  the  battlefield  of  Solferino  (June  24th,  1839),  and  was  led  by 
the  sight  of  the  suffering  wounded  after  the  struggle  to  raise 
the  question,  "  Is  it  not  possible,  in  times  of  peace,  to  establish 
voluntary  aid  societies  whose  object  it  shall  be  to  provide  and 
care  for  the  wounded  in  times  of  war  *"  Our  readers  will  re- 
member that  in  our  columns  last  May,  a  correspondent  gave  some 


account  of  the  invaluable  services  rendered  by  the  Diakonen  on 
the  battle-field  and  in  the  hospital  during  the  late  wars  in  Eu. 
rope.  One  of  the  largest  and  most  influential  of  these  institutes 
is  located  in  Dresden.  We  give  above  a  picture  of  its  extensive 
buildings  and  grounds.  In  a  future  number  of  this  paper  we 
will  have  space  for  a  much  more  particular  account  of  the 
nature  and  methods  of  the  benevolent  work  performed  by 
the  institute. 
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THE   DECLINE  IN    BIBLICAL   INSTRUCTION. 

BT  PBOrESSOB  W.   H.   THOMSON,    M.D.,   NEW-TOBJC 

No.  V. 
The  Ministry  and  Bible  Teaching. 

W»  ooneluded  our  last  article  with  a  protest  against  two  Son- 
day  sermons,  and  we  wish  to  show  now  that  a  service  more  or 
less  approaching  to  a  Bible-class  for  the  whole  church  can  take 
the  place  of  the  second  sermon  with  greater  advantage  to  all  con- 
cerned— that  is,  both  to  minister  and  people.  The  plan  of  a  sin- 
gle Sabbath  sermon,  we  believe,  wonld  tend,  in  the  first  place,  to 
improve  the  quality  of  the  sermon  itself,  and  would  make  its  im- 
pression deeper  and  more  lasting  on  the  hearer.  Two  Sunday 
sermons  are  one  too  many,  because  just  as  a  meal  for  one  would 
be  an  indifferent  dinner  for  two,  so  most  men  are  unable  to  pro- 
Tide  more  than  one  good  intellectual  feast  at  a  time,  and  if,  in- 
stead, you  demand  of  them  a  steady  supply  of  two  of  the  same 
kind,  they  will  be  found  ere  long  serving  from  scanty  tables. 
Eminent  examples  may  be  cited,  it  is  true,  of  men  who  show  a 
continuous  strength  in  the  pulpit,  and  who  do  preach  one  hun- 
dred and  four  excellent  sermons  per  annum  ;  but  the  church  has 
never  abounded  with  such  servants,  and  never  will  Instead  of 
thai,  the  routine  labor,  necessitated  by  the  present  system  of  over- 
production in  sermons,  too  often  tends  directly,  though  it  may  be 
insidiously,  to  weakness  and  sameness  of  style  and  thought.  To 
compose  a  good  discourse  is  a  slow  and  not  an  easy  task,  and  if 
time  enough  be  not  given  a  minister,  he  must  foil  back  on  what 
stock  he  has  of  old  ideas  and  phrases,  instead  of  thinking  out 
new  ones.  The  result,  in  the  long  run,  is  a  pulpit  monotony, 
from  which  even  prominent  preachers  do  not  always  escape.  We 
have  attended,  at  intervals  of  a  year  or  so,  the  ordinary  church 
services  of  an  able  and  distinguished  man,  who,  on  special  occa- 
sions, has  gained  wide  celebrity  by  his  orations ;  but  his  stated 
ministrations  unhappily  appear  to  be  forever  the  same  in  subject 
matter,  composition,  and  delivery.  If  it  be  sometimes  thus  with 
leading  pastors,  we  need  not  wonder  why,  after  twenty  years' 
preaching,  many  men  seem  almost  incapacitated  from  producing 
a  new  sermon.  Give  the  minister,  however,  but  one  discourse  to 
prepare  in  the  week,  and  the  chances  are  much  increased  that 
more  original  thought  will  be  noted  in  the  handling  of  his  sub 
ject  than  would  be  gathered  from  four  discourses  composed  in 
too  close  succession ;  while  he  is,  besides,  more  likely  to  grow  in 
power  with  years',  instead  of  halting  at  one  habitual  level. 

As  to  the  hearer,  one  good  sermon  is  better  than  four  poor 
ones,  as  a  single  forcible  blow  generally  tells  more  than  several 
feeble  ones.  Routine  preaching,  moreover,  makes  routine  hear- 
ers, who  will  remain  indefinitely  in  one  fixed  state  of  religious 
thought  and  knowledge.  Every  one  can  call  to  mind  some  faith- 
ful attendants  in  certain  churches,  who  can  be  found  for  years 
worshipping  there,  with  an  expression  of  the  face  as  unvarying 
as  that  on  the  bronze  angels  of  the  chandeliers ;  perhaps  also 
with  as  little  capacity  left  in  them  for  sensibility.  The  vigorous 
vitality  of  Methodism  is,  no  doubt,  largely  promoted  by  its  sys- 
tem of  rotation,  which,  whatever  be  its  disadvantages,  yet  cer- 
tainly guards  against  the  spiritual  atrophy  which  comes  from  at 
tending  on  routine  preaching. 

We  would  advocate  a  Bible-class  service  for  the  churches  there- 
fore, if  only  on  the  score  of  healthful  variety.  Such  an  exercise 
may  cost  the  minister  quite  as  much  hard  work  as  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  sermon,  and,  in  fact,  it  should  do  so.  But  being  work  of 
a  different  kind  from  the  composition  of  a  speech,  it  will  enrich 
his  mind  by  extending  its  range,  rather  than  wear  it  out  by 
treadmill  uniformity.  Many  men,  also,  are  peculiarly  fitted  to 
expound  and  to  teach,  and  to  them  such  an  occasion  would  af- 
ford greater  opportunities  of  usefulness  than  they  find  in  sermon- 
izing. Instead  of  limiting,  therefore,  the  sphere  of  a  minister  by 
such  a  change,  to  make  him  a  teacher  as  well  as  a  preacher,  is 
to  add  largely  to  his  ways  of  doing  good. 

But  all  these  are  minor  considerations  compared  with  the  great 


need  of  the  times,  the  better  instruction  of  Christians  themselves) 
in  the  Bible.  We  assert  again,  what  we  maintained  in  our  first 
article,  that  this  is  an  age  of  prevailing  biblical  ignorance 
in  the  church  as  well  as  in  the  world.  The  Bible  at  present  is 
mostly  known  only  at  second-hand,  through  the  pulpit,  lecture- 
desk,  and  newspaper,  but  very  little  from  direst  study  by  grown 
persons,  because  there  are  no  facilities  afforded  for  such  study, 
nor  is  the  duty  of  men  and  women  to  engage  in  such  study  publicly 
recognized  by  the  existence  of  any  stated  provision  by  the  church 
for  it.  As  we  said  before,  the  church  acts  as  if  Bible-teaching 
belongs  to  childhood  alone,  and  therefore  spends  great  strength 
on  the  Sunday-school ;  but  after  you  have  left  the  Sunday-school, 
the  only  other  place  where  students  of  God's  word  are  to  be  found 
is  the  theological  seminary.  Let  no  one  answer  tbat  every 
Christian  has  the  Bible  in  his  hands,  and  may  study  it  if  he 
wants  to ;  and,  moreover,  that  there  are  thousands  of  such  devout 
students  in  the  land.  Such  an  answer  would  be  just  as  applicable 
against  making  special  provision  for  the  teaching  of  anything. 
What  is  the  use  of  colleges  or  of  scientific  schools  to  train  as- 
tronomers, when  the  heavens  shine  as  they  always  did,  and  the 
press  is  continually  turning  out  text-books  for  young  astrono- 
mers, and  telescopes  are  much  cheaper  than  they  used  to  be  T 
Whereas  the  seventeenth  century  brought  forth  only  a  few  speci- 
mens like  Halley  and  Newton,  we  ought,  according  to  the  principle 
of  this  wretched  fallacy,  to  be  able  to  produce  equaj  specimens  now 
without  count.  The  world  will  never  be  able  to  do  without 
either  teaching  or  teachers,  but  the  church  seems  to  be  content 
to  get  along  in  its  field  without  any  instruction  but  that  which 
is  prepared  for  children. ' 

A  PLAN  AND  A  PLEA 

FOB  BROTHERLY  CO  OPERATION  IK  T.  M.  C.  A.  WOBJL 

At  the  Convention  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  for  Ontario  and  Quebec, 
held  at  St.  Catherine's,  on  the  2d  of  August,  the  question  was 
discussed  as  to  "the  duty  devolving  upon  the  associations  in 
their  relation  to  each  other ;  how  may  they  most  efficiently  coop- 
erate in  the  extension  of  the  work  throughout  the  Dominion  V 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  Mr.  Sheriff  TJiomaa,  of  Hamil. 
ton,  remarked  that  the  duty  devolving  upon  the  associations  of 
Quebec  and  Ontario  must  mainly  rest  upon  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. He  perceived  that  the  Committee  for  the  past  year  had  con- 
sisted of  parties  resident  at  widely-scattered  places.  In  one  in- 
stance only  were  there  two  members  of  committees  to  be  found 
resident  in  one  place.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  impossible  that 
united  action — the  very  essence  of  a  committee— could  exist  under 
such  circumstances.  "  If,"  said  he,  "  this  course  has  been  adopt- 
ed because  previous  executive  committees,  appointed  from  one  lo- 
cality, have  been  found  wanting  in  the  performance  of  their  du- 
ties, the  remedy  must  be  sought  in  the  selection  of  a  locality 
where  at  least  four  or  more  energetic,  earnest  brethren  can  be  ob- 
tained ;  and  if  this  be  found  to  be  impracticable,  the  naked  truth 
may  as  well  be  at  once  stated,  that,  however  ably  members  may 
exhibit  themselves  on  platforms  and  at  conventions,  the  associa- 
tion is  not  really  a  living  organization."    He  proceeded : 

"  The  Executive  Committee  should  use  every  means  to  acquaint 
itself  with  the  doings  of  the  branch  associations,  and  if  any  of 
these,  in  important  localities,  are  suspected  of  being  supine,  they 
should  be  stirred  up  by  correspondence,  and,  if  need  be,  by  per-  | 
sonal  visits  from  the  Committee,  or  from  earnest,  discreet  breth-  | 
ren  from  other  localities.  If  this  course  were  pursued  systemat- 
ically, there  could  not  fail  to  be  diffused  and  felt  a  vitality  which 
I  fear  at  present  is,  in  many  cases,  non-existent.  An  active 
branch  will  always  have  something  to  tell  of  its  doings  worthy 
of  narration ;  and  if  the  monthly  reports  of  the  Mission,  or  Tract, 
or  Reading-room  Committees  were  made  interesting  by  brief  bat 
pungent  statements  of  their  several  doings,  they  would  frequent- 
ly be  found  worthy  of  circulation  among  the  other  branches,  and 
thus  a  spirit  of  communion  would  be  found,  and  a  stirring  up  of 
the  dry  bones  would  be  the  result. 

"  The  Executive  Committee,  having  established  in  its  own  mind 
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the  standard  of  perfection  to  be  aimed  at — that  is  to  say,  the 
mode  by  which  a  branch,  having  due  regard  to  its  local  capabili- 
ties, may  best  be  conducted — should  point  out,  by  a  general  cir- 
cular, the  model  after  which  the  branch  should  endeavor  to 
mould  itself. 

"  Thus,  how  often  should  the  whole' body  of  the  association  be 
called  togetber  ?  If  it  be  determined,  as  I  presume  that  it  would 
be,  that  there  should  at  least  be  a  prayer  and  a  week-day  meet- 
ing of  a  more  general  character,  the  question  may  be  considered 
Upon  what  principle  shall  this  latter  meeting  be  held  T  Should 
it  partake  mainly  of  a  social  or  literary  assemblage,  or  should  it 
be,  as  the  name  of  the  organization  imports,  a  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  1  If  the  latter,  what  should  be  the  charac- 
ter of  the  proceedings  at  such  meeting,  and  to  what  extent 
should  it  partake  of  such  readings  or  discussions  as  lead  to  Chris- 
tian edification  ? 

"  In  all  points,  the  Executive  Committee  should  remember  that 
the  weight  of  the  association  rests  upon  itself,  and  it  is  only 
when  it  can  feel  conscientiously  that  it  has  done  its  part  in  the 
endeavor  to  create  and  sustain  vitality  in  all  its  limits,  that  it, 
the  head,  can  be  absolved  from  the  responsibility  which  it  has  as- 
sumed. 

"  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  from  this  statement  that  the  branches 
are  free  from  responsibility,  or  that  their  duties  consist  in  a  rigid 
obedience  to  the  Head.  Every  branch,  and  every  individual  member 
of  that  branch,  by  their  enrolment  in  the  organization,  are  required 
to  do  their  part.  It  has  of  late  come  to  be  considered  that  a  town 
which  has  not  formed  a  T.  M.  C.  A.  lives,  to  a  certain  extent, 
under  disgrace ;  suddenly  a  stir  is  made,  the  pastors  of  churches 
are  called  together,  prominent  citizens,  especially  if  prominent  in 
their  church  organizations,  are  summoned  to  the  inauguration  of 
a  branch  association,  and  the  association  is  ushered  into  existence 
with  all  the  pomp  and  self-laudation  which  its  local  press  ena- 
bles it  to  exhibit.  It  continues  to  exist  by  the  exertions  of  a  few 
—often  a  very  few — hearty,  earnest  young  men;  while  the 
' prominent . citizens'  —  'figure-heads,'  as  they  are  sometimes 
called — have  dropped  silently  back  into  their  churches,  or  into 
their  world  of  business  and  money-making. 

"  I  would  that  every  individual  member  of  every  individual  as- 
sociation— and  especially  its  office-bearers — could  be  made  to  feel 
that,  by  their  enrolment  as  members,  and  especially  by  their  ac- 
ceptance of  office,  they  stand  pledged,  in  the  face  of  God,  to  per- 
form the  duties  which  pertain  to  the  position  which  they  have  as- 
sumed. Is  it  said  that,  if  there  was  a  strict  roll-call,  the  number 
of  names  on  the  list  would  be  greatly  diminished  ?  Be  It  so  ;  a 
handful  of  earnest,  working,  Christian  young  men  will  serve  the 
cause  of  the  Master  better  than  a  mass  of  drones,  who  occasional- 
ly '  look  in'  at  the  rooms  to  '  see  what  is  doing.' 

"  Individual  responsibility,  then,  is  the  one  thing  needed ;  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  branch  association,  through  its  office-bearers,  to 
see  that  each  member  is  at  work  in  some  department  of  the  field 
of  labor.  And  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
throw  fresh  life,  if  need  be,  by  the  personal  visitation  of  some  live 
member  of  the  association,  Into  such  of  the  branches  as  may  be 
exhibiting  signs  of  decay. 

"  It  is  by  the  recognition  of  some  such  method  as  I  have  en- 
deavored to  describe,  that  the  associations  may  most  efficiently 
cooperate  in  the  extension  of  the  work  throughout  the  Do- 
minion." 

The  result  of  the  practical  discussion  of  which  this  timely  ad- 
dress formed  a  part  was  the  appointment  by  the  Convention  of 
the  following  Executive  Committee  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  in  the 
provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec :  Messrs.  Alfred  Sandham,  Mon- 
treal ;  J.  B.  Hint  and  A.  O.  Northop,  Belleville ;  Wm.  Anderson, 
S.  R.  Briggs,  T.  Dixon  Craig,  Jas.  MacDonnough,  George  Hague, 
and  T.  J.  Wilkie,  of  Toronto. 


"  Take  courage,  brother !  earnest  desire  of  holiness  it  holiness 
in  the  germ  thereof.  Sanctity  is  not  the  work  of  a  day  but  of  a 
life." 


THE  FIRST  QUALIFICATION 

OP  THE   8ECRETAKY. 

Calling  attention  to  the  article  in  our  June  paper  entitled 
"  Qualification  of  a  Secretary  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.,"  one  who  holds 
this  important  and  responsible  office  writes : 

"  The  author  of  the  article  is  one  of  the  few  who  understands 
exactly  the  responsibility  resting  on  the  secretary.  He  justly 
mentions  as  the  qualification  of  foremost  importance  a  glowing, 
steadfast  love  to  Jesus,  a  love  so  filling  the  heart  that  it  cannot 
be  contained  there,  and  must  manifest  itself  in  words  and  deeds 
of  Christian  kindness  and  sympathy.  The  duties  of  the  office 
may  be  performed  in  a  perfectly  methodical  manner  without  this 
devotedness,  but  they  will  certainly  lack  the  efficiency  that  can 
but  follow  the  outgushing  of  a  fervent  spirit.  When  the  heart 
is  stirred  by  a  heavenly  impulse,  many  golden  opportunities 
which  otherwise  pass  unnoticed  will  present  their  hallowed 
claims,  and  demand  that  the  cross  be  borne,  and  even  shame  en- 
dured, for  Christ's  sake.  The  other  qualifications  are  most  judi- 
ciously selected  and  pointed  out  by  your  contributor,  but  we  con- 
ceive them  all  to  be  in  some  measure  subordinate  to  this  grand 
essential — intimate  communion  with  and  love  to  Christ. 

"  The  secretary  should,  we  think,  be  as  free  from  worldly  en- 
gagement* and  distractions  as  possible.  As  the  minister  of  the 
gospel  cannot,  without  injury  to  his  church,  divide  his  time 
between  it  and  business  of  a  secular  nature,  so,  in  order  to  the  suc- 
cessful fulfilment  of  his  varied  and  important  duties,  the  secreta- 
ry should  be  free  from  the  calking  cares  which  may  reasonably 
be  expected  to  impede  his  work. 

"  He  needs,  too,  not  only  the  prayers,  but  the  cooperation  and 
sympathy  of  hit  brethren.  When  his  burdens  are  heavy,  a  little 
well-timed  assistance,  in  the  way  of  counsel  and  encouragement, 
will  greatly  strengthen  him.  Let  the  brethren  enter  into  his 
plans,  and  frequently  converse  with  him  as  to  the  most  effectual 
means  of  promoting  his  work  in  one  or  other  of  its  branches. 
He  will  feel  grateful  for  the  sympathy  thus  extended,  and  more 
encouraged  to  persevere." 

From  "  Poema  of  Home  Life." 

NOT  KNOWING. 

I  know  not  what  shall  befall  me, 

God  hangs  a  mist  o'er  my  eyes, 
At  each  step  in  my  onward  path 

He  makes  new  scenes  to  rue, 
And  every  joy  he  sends  me 

Comes  as  a  sweet  surprise. 

I  see  not  a  step  before  me,  „ 

As  I  tread  on  another  year, 
But  the  past  is  still  in  God's  keeping, 

The  future  His  mercy  shall  clear, 
And  what  looks  dark  in  the  distance 

May  brighten  as  I  draw  near. 

It  may  be  He  has  waiting 

For  the  coming  of  my  feet 
Some  gift  of  such  rare  value, 

Some  joy  so  strangely  sweet, 
That  my  lips  shall  only  tremble 

With  the  thanks  they  cannot  speak. 

O  restful,  blissful  ignorance  I 

'TIS  blessed  not  to  know, 
It  keeps  me  still  in  those  arms 

Which  will  not  let  me  go, 
And  hushes  my  soul  to  rest 

In  the  bosom  that  loves  me  so. 

So  I  go  on,  not  knowing, 

I -would  not  if  I  might, 
Rather  walking  with  God  in  the  dark, 

Than  going  alone  in  the  light ; 
Rather  walking  with  Him  by  faith, 

Than  walking  alone  by  sight. 

My  heart  shrinks  back  from  trials 

Which  the  future  may  disclose, 
Tet  I  never  had  a  sorrow 

But  what  the  dear  Lord  chose ; 
So  I  send  the  coming  tears  back 

With  the  whispered  word,  "He  knows I" 
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OPEN-AIR   PREACHING. 

AN  EXPEEIENCE  OF  SEVENTEEN  YEABS. 

The  Open-Air  Mission  in  London  has  been  engaged  in  its  use- 
ful work  for  nearly  twenty  years.  Its  seventeenth  anniversary 
was  observed  last  June,  Lord  Shaftesbury  presiding,  and  the  re- 
port submitted  shows  decided  progress  in  the  work  of  "  regulat- 
ing and  improving  open-air  preaching,  especially  amongst  lay- 
men." This  leading  purpose  of  the  mission  is  carried  out  by 
holding  "monthly  conferences,  to  which  all  who  are  found 
preaching  out  of  doors  are  cordially  invited."  This  good  method 
has  been  adopted  by  several  other  benevolent  associations  in 
London,  and  much-needed  instruction  has  been  wisely  imparted 
and  gratefully  received. 

"  In  addition  to  ordinary  street-preaching,  a  branch  of  the 
society's  operations  is  the  visitation  of  races,  fairs,  and  other, 
special  gatherings.  This  work  grows  rapidly  from  year  to  year 
and  is  not  methodically  attended  to  by  any  organization  but  the 
Open-Air  Mission  ;  though  the  London  City  Mission,  the  Church 
of  England  Scripture  Readers'  Association,  and  the  Country 
Towns  Mission  frequently  send  agents  when  applied  to."  Sixty- 
one  races,  43  fairs,  and  39  other  special  gatherings,  have  been  visit- 
ed during  the  year. 

At  but  very  few  of  the  many  meetings  held  by  this  mission  has 
the  presence  of  a  policeman  been  necessary,  and  when  protection 
of  this  sort  has  been  called  in,  disturbance  has  seldom  ensued. 

For  distribution  at  these  meetings,  as  many  as  477,500  books, 
tracts,  and  periodicals  have  been  presented  the  past  year  to.  this 
mission. 

The  annual  income  of  the  society  during  the  seventeen  yean 
of  its  existence  has  varied  between  the  sums  of  $1300  and 
$4600. 

The  following 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   OPEN-AIR  PREACHERS 

given  in  this  report  are  dictated  by  the  experience  of  many  years, 
and  are  worthy  the  careful  perusal  of  all  engaged  in  the  work  : 

1.  Work  with  others  whenever  you  can,  and  as  much  as  pos- 
sible regularly  with  the  same  group. 

2.  Let  there  be  an  acknowledged  Leader  with  each  group, 

3.  Avoid  services  at  late  hours,  noisy  singing,  vulgar  tunes, 
shouting,  and  ridiculous  gestures. 

4.  Preach  the  great  truths  on  which  evangelical  Christians 
are  agreed.  Do  not  preach  on  controverted  doctrines,  such  as 
free-will,  election,  etc. 

5.  Do  not  attempt  fine  language  or  artificial  manners ;  but 
speak  in  a  natural  tone,  and  explain  and  persuade. 

6.  Study  the  character  of  your  audience,  which  will  some- 
times be  a  very  mixed  one,  and  speak  accordingly. 

7.  Never  resist  the  police.  Complain  to  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Open- Air  Mission  if  you  think  you  are  unjustly  interfered  with. 

8.  Always  speak  courteously,  both  in  preaching  and  in  speak- 
ing to  individuals. 

9.  If  a  person  wishes  to  debate,  walk  and  talk  with  him,  or 
get  one  of  your  group  to  do  so,  or  arrange  for  a  private  conver- 
sation. 

10.  Say  what  you  have  to  say  as  briefly  as  possible. 

11.  Give  place  to  brethren  who  can  speak  better  than  your- 
self, and  try  to  induce  such  to  come  with  you  and  help  in  the 
work. 

12.  Let  your  open-air  work  be  as  much  as  possible  in 
connection  with  indoor  services  ;  and  announce  such  services  to 
your  audiences,  that  you  may  follow  up  cases  where  hearers  be- 
come interested  in  the  truths  of  the  Gospel. 

13.  Always  speak  reverentially  of  God,  and  avoid  everything 
trifling  in  manner.  There  is  so  much  in  the  open  air  to  disturb 
serious  thought,  that  this  must  be  borne  in  mind. 

14.  Do  not  attempt  to  make  open-air  preaching  so  much  a 
service  of  worship  as  an  evangelistic  effort  to  bring  thoughtless 
wad  careless  persons  to  give  heed  to  the  things  of  God. 


15.  Never  thrust  tracts  at  persons ;  but  offer  them  politely  to 
all  who  may  be  willing  to  accept  them. 

16.  When  the  open-air  service  is  finished,  do  not  remain 
gossiping ;  but  if  you  have  occasion  to  speak  to  individuals,  ob- 
serve Rule  9. 


EXTRAVAGANT  YOUNG  MEN. 

'  Our  Extravagant  Girls  ".is  the  title  of  an  article  in  a  lata 
number  of  Harper's  Bazar,  which  is  taken  up  with  showing,  and 
very  forcibly,  that  the  extravagance  of  young  men  in  modern  so- 
ciety is  quite  as  potent  in  preventing  matrimony,  as  the  same  trait 
in  young  women.    We  quote  the  following  pithy  paragraphs : 

"  Take  any  one  of  the  chief  clerks  in  our  large  establishment*, 
who  are  on  salaries  quite  equal  to  the  expenditure  of  large  fami- 
lies in  New- York  twenty  years  ago.  Let  him  tell  yon  whether, 
in  order  to  enjoy  the  dignity  and  happiness  of  a  well-married 
man,  he  is  willing  to  relinquish  his  extravagances.  If  he  assert 
that  he  has  none,  let  him  endure  a  little  catechism.  How  much 
have  you  spent  during  the  last  year  for  wine,  game-suppers,  ci- 
gars, theatres,  carriage  rides,  extra  fine  clothes,  extra  fine  cham- 
bers, and  fifty  other  things  that  a  man  can  be  a  man  without  t 
Will  not  every  one  of  them  be  obliged  to  "  own  up  "  to  at  least 
one-tenth  of  his  income  thus  wasted  t  If  invested  and  nursed,  to 
what  might  it  not  amount  in  ten  years,  from  the  day  he  was 
twenty  until  the  day  he  was  thirty. 

"  Would  he  be  willing  to  abandon  these  extravagances  for  the 
love  and  companionship  of  a  fine  women  ?  How  can  he  venture 
to  say  that  any  woman  who  loved  him  would  not  be  quite  as 
ready  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  her  extravagances  to  have  his  life- 
long devotion  1  If  he  say  he  is  willing,  she  may  be  as  ready  to 
express  her  willingness.  If  he  say  "  no,"  how  can  he  find  fault 
with  her  ? 

"  Let  such  young  men  take  another  view  of  the  case 

"  These  young  ladies  who  are  living  in  such  a  costly  style  have 
fathers  that  can  afford  it.  The  fathers  have  made  their  fortunes, 
and  now  choose  to  expend  large  portions  of  their  great  incomes 
on  their  daughters.  Why  do  our  young  men  regard  only  that 
class  of  young  women  t  There  are  girls  who  are  not  extravagant, 
girls  who  are  working  for  their  living,  making  money,  and  saving 
it  too. 

"  We  are  beginning  to  lose  patience  with  this  cry  that  the 
extravagance  of  young  ladies  is  a  hindrance  to  matrimony.  We 
bore  it  patiently  for  a  while,  because  it  is  true  that  in  the  race  of 
vanity  our  young  ladles  have  brought  a  reproach  on  the  sex,  and 
and  we  would  gladly  do  all  in  our  power  to  correct  this  evil ; 
but  it  is  not  fair  to  lay  the  whole  blame  on  one  which  rightly  be- 
longs to  two." 


Galvanio  Piety. — "  You  may  galvanize  a  paralyzed  limb  and 
so  restore  circulation  and  life.  But  the  galvanism  is  not  the  life ; 
it  only  rouses  the  dormant  powers  of  life.  So  impulses  from  the 
Holy  Ghost  are  ever  and  anon  sent  through  the  medium  of  God's 
ordinances  into  the  Body  oi  Christ,  and  impart  a  convulsive,  fitful 
motion  even  to  those  limbs  which  are  paralyzed.  These  may  or 
may  not  be  restored.  The  fitful  movement  is  one  thing,  perma- 
nent quite  another.  The  glowing  impression  of  that  sermon  or 
providence,  after  a  convulsive  movement  of  the  soul,  after  sadden- 
ing you  for  a  week  or  month,  may  pass  away  and  leave  you  in  a 
state  of  spiritual  paralysis.  Or  it  may  rouse  the  soul,  enlist  under, 
standing,  affection,  and  will  in  Christ's  service,  and  act  as  the  first 
impulse  in  a  career  of  holiness." — Qoulburn's  Personal  Religion. 


Jesus  in  the  Soul. — When  Jesus  Christ  is  found  in  the  son! 
he  imparts  not  only  a  clear  understanding  of  the  word,  but  is  him- 
self the  word,  reproduced  in  the  soul.  Those  only  in  whom  Christ 
dwells  have  the  word  accomplished  in  them.  It  is  not  learning 
which  best  explains  the  truths  of  God,  but  the  reproduction  of 
these  truths  in  the  life— the  experience  of  them." — Madame  Ouyon. 
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LECTURES  FOR  THE  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

M.  8.  CROSBY. 

The  Lyceum  is  bo  important  an  agency  for  good,  that  it  seems 
exceedingly  desirable  that  all  friends  of  our  association  should 
unite  upon  some  plan  by  which  we  may  secure,  through  this 
agency,  the  aid  of  the  best  talent  of  the  country. 

I  assume  that  the  rostrum  is  broader  than  the  pulpit,  and  leas 
trammelled  than  the  press,  and  therefore  an  eminently  useful 
field  for  effort.  We  ought  not  to  surrender  to  the  devil  any 
ground  upon  which  we  can  consistently  stand.  Masses  can  be 
and  are  reached  through  the  lyceum  course,  that  the  pulpit  does 
not  directly  approach. 

If  this  proposition  be  true,  shall  we  not  seek  to  mould  the  sen- 
timents there  declared,  and  to  restrain  the  otherwise  unbridled 
tongue  ?  It  must  be  admitted  that  infidelity  has  been  able  to 
reach,  by  means  of  the  public  lecture,  the  ear  that  never  would 
listen  to  its  sermon  from  the  liberal  pulpit.  The  press  has  often 
been  in  the  interest  of  so-called  free  thinking,  until  our  communi 
ties  have  been  permeated  with  it.  Of  the  seeds  of  infidelity  thus 
sown  broadcast  over  the  land,  we  are  now  reaping  the  fruit  in  an 
increased  liberalism  within  the  Church,  and  outside  of  it.  If  this 
be  a  legitimate  field  of  operation,  how  shall  we  occupy  it  ?  Can 
we  reform  the  many  abuses  of  the  old  system,  or  shall  we  act  in- 
dependently ?  I  believe  in  the  latter  course,  and  a  combination 
among  ourselves  to  secure  any  lasting  good,  for  it  is  difficult 
compromising  in  religious  matters. 

There  must  then  be  established  at  some  central  point  a  lecture 
committee  or  bureau,  who  shall  act  for  the  associations  scattered 
over  the  country.  This  must  be  reciprocal  in  its  action  both  for 
the  lecturers  and  the  associations  employing  them,  and  should  be 
conducted  on  business  principles.  The  formation  of  what  are 
now  termed  lecture  bureaus  has  been  the  result  of  necessity,  as 
may  be  easily  understood  by  a  practical  illustration :  Suppose 
associations  at  Albany,  Syracuse  and  Rochester,  desire  Messrs. 
Beecher,  Sumner  and  Gough.  They  make  direct  application  to 
the  gentlemen,  and  the  chances  are  that  they  have  hit  upon  an 

evening  not  at  the  disposal  of  the  lecturer.    Now,  if  Mr.  A , 

in  New-York,  has  an  agency  having  control  of  the  lecture' 
engagements  of  these  gentlemen,  he  can  so  arrange  that  all  shall 
be  accommodated,  both  as  to  time  and  place.  This  method  cer- 
tainly saves  expense,  and  much  annoyance  to  all  concerned. 
Therefore  a  resolution  was  offered  at  the  International  Conven- 
tion at  Detroit,  in  1868,  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  bureau. 
It  was  commenced  and  presented  its  first  report  at  Portland 
(1869.)  At  Indianapolis  (1870)  it  was  deemed  wise  to  pass  the 
bureau  into  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  the  bureau,  Mr.  Charles 
Mumford,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  (P.  O.  Box  614,)  who  has  lately  is- 
sued an  admirable  circular,  to  which  the  Association  Monthly 
has  already  called  attention. 

The  bane  of  the  lecture  system  is  the  high  prices  prominent 
lecturers  charge,  and  the  consequent  inability  of  many  associa- 
tions to  employ  them.  These  should  be  reduced,  and  this  can  be 
brought  about  by  combination  in  most  cases. 

Many  of  our  associations  are  weak  in  numbers  and  finances, 
and  cannot  afford  to  take  many  risks,  and  the  query  arises  shall 
they  venture  a  lecture  course  1  In  most  instances  I  should  say 
yes,  but  with  the  proviso  that  they  prepare  for  it.  In  other 
words  courses  can  be  made  to-  pay  in  intellectual  and  pecuniary 
profit.  Select  first  a  good  local  committee  ;  have  them  engage 
a  variety  of  talent,  but  not  a  great  number  of  lecturers  ;  adver- 
tise tha  list  as  early  as  possible,  and  then  sell  course  tickets,  and 
by  no  means  depend  upon  single  tickets  (for  the  weather  may 
prove  unfavorable  or  the  person  approached  may  have  other  en- 
gagements.) If  he  buys  the  season  ticket,  you  have  provided 
against  these  contingencies.  Usually  enough  course  tickets  can 
be  sold  to  pay  entire  expenses,  so  that  money  received  from  sale 
of  single  tickets  is  so  much  clear  gain.  The  neglect  to  thus 
^provide  is  very  frequently  the  cause  of  failure.  Conduct  the  en- 
terprise in  a  business-like  manner,  by  properly  presenting   its 


claims  to  the  community,  by  personal  application  and  by  timely 
advertisements,  and  success  will  follow.  All  associations  do  not 
need  foreign  talent ;  many  can  find  at  home  persons  well  quali- 
fied to  lecture  either  without  charge  or  for  small  compensation. 
In  smaller  towns  this  may  often  meet  the  wants  of  the  commu- 
nity, or  a  course  can  be  made  up  of  both  kind  of  lectures. 

If,  however,  as  is  the  case  in  the  larger  towns,  persons  from 
abroad  must  be  obtained,  then  the  lecture  committee  should  seek 
men  of  high  Christian  culture,  giving  as  much  variety  as  possi- 
ble to  suit  different  tastes  and  wants.  We  need  more  consecrated 
talent  in  this  department. 


A  LIST  OF  YOUR  FRIENDS. 


1.  Keep  a  list  of  your  friends,  and  let  Ood  be  first  in  the  list, 
however  long  it  may  be. 

2.  Keep  a  list  of  the  gifts  you  get,  and  let  Christ,  who  is  the 
unspeakable  gift,  be  first. 

3.  Keep  a  list  of  your  mercies,  and  let  pardon  stand  at  the  head. 

4.  Keep  a  list  of  your  joys,  and  let  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory  be  first. 

5.  Keep  a  list  of  your  hopes,  and  let  the  hope  of  glory  be  fore- 
most. 

6.  Keep  a  list  of  your  sorrows,  and  let  sorrow  for  sin  be  first. 

7.  Keep  a  list  of  your  enemies,  and,  however  many  they  may 
be,  put  down  the  "  old  man  "  and  the  "  old  serpent "  first. 

8.  Keep  a  list  of  your  sins,  and  let  the  sin  of  unbelief  be  set 
down  as  first  and  worst  of  all. 


Concern  op  God. — Whoever  well  considers  the  state  of  the 
world  and  human  experience  cannot  but  conclude  that  God  is 
more  concerned  to  make  man  holy  than  happy ;  for  many  are  able 
to  rest  in  their  sorrows,  for  the  sake  of  their  use  and  end,  but  no 
one  finds  rest  in  unholy  delights.  In  sinful  pleasure,  God  follows 
man  with  a  scourge ;  in  sorrow  with  balm. — J.  Pulsford. 


Love  better  than  Resignation. — "  We  know  that  we  must 
suffer,  and  that  we  deserve  it ;  nevertheless,  we  are  always  sur- 
prised at  affliction,  as  if  we  thought  we  neither  merited  nor  had 
need  of  it.  It  is  only  true  and  pure  love  that  delights  to  endure, 
for  nothing  else  is  perfectly  abandoned.  Resignation  induces  us 
to  bear  pain,  but  there  is  a  something  in  it  which  is  afflicted  in 
suffering  and  resists.  The  resignation  that  measures  out  its  aban- 
donment to  God  with  selfish  reflection  is  willing  to  suffer,  but  is, 
at  the  same  time,  examining  to  ascertain  whether  it  suffers  accept- 
ably. In  fact,  the  resigned  soul  is  composed  of  two  persons,  as  it 
were ;  one  keeping  the  other  in  subjection  and  watching  lest  it 
should  revolt." — Fenehn. 


Written  for  the  Auocutio*  Monthlt. 
OUR  WORK. 

Incomplete  ! 
Master,  Thou  seest  this  poor  work  of  ours, 
Thou  knowest,  Lord,  how  narrow  are  our  powers, 

For  thou  didst  mete 
His  talents  out  to  each,  as  was  Thy  pleasure ; 
Thine  angels,  made  by  so  much  larger  measure, 

From  their  high  seat, 
Their  lofty  throne  in  the  Celestial  city, 
Look  down  upon  our  paltry  tasks  with  pity 

But  Thou,  O  sweet, 
Compassionate  Saviour,  who  wast  born  of  woman, 
Taking  our  nature  on  Thee,  lowly,  human, 

Dost  stoop  to  greet 
The  humble  fruit  of  all  our  poor  endeavor, 
And  without  scorn  callest  us  Thine  forever. 

We  lay  it  at  Thy  feet  I 
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Cjjarles  (Sobbarb's  WML 

FROM  THE  DIARY  OP  A  MINISTER'S   'WIFE. 
CONCLUDED. 

■'•  What  ?"  we  both  exclaimed. 

"  This  'ere,"  said  Sally,  deliberately  drawing  from  her  pocket  a 
scorched  paper.  "  Ton  asked  me  what  brought  me  this  way.  TJiis 
brought  me.  I  thought  it  all  over,  and  concluded  that,  considerin' 
all  things,  I  wouldn't  tell  Dr.  Marvin,  jest  for  Mr.  Goddard's  sake. 
I  am  sure  he  would  not  want  his  brother  exposed,  if  he  was  wicked ; 
so  I  thought  I  would  come  right  on  here,  and  meant  to  the  very 
day  that  Chester  Goddard  left ;  but  I  was  taken  sick,  and  jest  as 
soon  as  I  was  well  enough,  I  come.  Now,  wasn't  it  remarkable, 
Mr.  Leslie,  that  my  fire 'was  so  low,  and,  moreover,  that  my  coming 
into  the  room  at  that  minute  made  Chester  Goddard  turn  his  head, 
so  that,  I  suppose,  he  did  not  justly  see  what  kind  of  a  stove  it 
was?  He  supposed,  of  course,  that  the  will  went  right  into  the 
fire." 

"  It  was  very  remarkable,"  said  I. 

"  If  you  have  a  mind  to  read  that  will,  I  have  some  curiosity  to 
know  what  there  is  in  it  to  make  Chester  Goddard  so  set  on  de- 
etroyin'  it.  But  perhaps  you  would  rather  read  it  alone,  and  then, 
if  it  is  proper  for  me  to  know,  it  will  be  time  enough  afterward. 
I'll  go  and  see  Katy,  and  find  out  how  she  made  them  fritters  for 
after  dinner." 

"  Wait  a  moment,  Edward  I"  I  said,  as  soon  as  the  door  was  shut. 
"  Is  it  possible  that  you  know  nothing  about  that  will  V 

"  Certainly.    How  should  I  f 

"  I  have  done  very  wrong.  A  letter  came  from  Mr.  Goddard 
while  you  were  away,  telling  us  about  it." 

But  I  must  not  go  on  and  write  down  all  that  I  said,  and  all  that 
my  dear,  kind,  forgiving  husband  said.  He  was  overwhelmed 
with  a  variety  of  emotions,  under  cover  of  which  my  confession 
was  but  little  heeded. 

After  a  pause,  he  said,  "  This  must  all  remain  secret.  I  shall 
take  no  steps  against  Chester  Goddard,  and  if  the  will  can  not  be 
proved  without  exposing  him,  I  shall  let  it  go.  That  good  family 
name  shall  not  be  tarnished  if  I  can  help  it." 

I  agreed  with  him  entirely.  So,  feeling  it  to  be  quite  right  in 
these  circumstances,  we  read  the  will,  which  had  already  been 
opened. 

Its  first  provision  was  a  bequest  of  a  thousand  dollars  to  Miss 
Sally,  and  the  remainder  of  the  estate  was  to  be  pretty  equally 
divided  between  Chester  Goddard  and  ourselves. 

We  called  her  in,  and  rejoiced  with  her.  She  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  Edward's  plan  of  secrecy.  It  was  going  in  the  face  of 
Providence,  she  thought.  She  knew  that* she  could  not  prove 
about  the  pizen ;  "  but  that  abominable,  wicked  wretch  had  no 
right  to  go  free." 

"  Leave  him  to  his  own  conscience,  Miss  Sally.  And  let  us  pray 
God  to  be  merciful  to  him." 

"Well,  I  never — "  Suddenly  her  face  brightened.  "Are 
you  willin'  to  leave  me  to  manage  the  man  ?" 

"  Tou  have  certainly  managed  pretty  well  so  far,"  said  Edward. 
"  What  do  you  propose  to  do  ?" 

Miss  Sally's  only  reply  was  putting  her  finger  to  her  lips,  and 
giving  several  significant  nods. 

This  evening,  after  Miss  Sally  had  gone  to  bed,  and,  as  we  had 
audible  proof,  to  sleep,  Edward  and  I  had  a  long  talk.  He  recol- 
lects that  Mr.  Goddard  spoke  of  having  written  a  letter,  which  he 

supposed  to  have  contained  merely  an  invitation  to  come  to  N . 

He  had  not  thought  of  it  again  in  the  exciting  scenes  which  fol- 
lowed. He  remembered  that  Mr.  Goddard  said  something  to  this 
effect,  "  If  I  do  not  return,  you  will  find  that  I  have  remembered 
you,"  which  was  the  only  intimation  he  had  received  of  the  be- 
quest. He  thinks  that  Chester  Goddard  was  present  at  the  time. 
He  confessed  that  he  had  bad,  from  various  little  occurrences,  sus- 
picions of  Chester  Goddard,  which  were  so  painful,  and  at  the  same 
time  bo  intangible,  that  he  determined  to  keep  them  entirely  to 


himself.  The  wretchedness  of  guarding  the  dreadful  secret  had 
caused  his  strange  reserve.  He  would  not  allow  Miss  Sally  to 
suppose  that  he  sympathized  with  her  worst  suspicions.  He  could 
not  conceive  of  any  motive,  adequate  to  such  a  deed. 

Now  the  mountain  is  gone..  How  utterly  baseless,  yet  how 
dreadful,  were  some  of  my  fancies  I  Now  we  can  bear  each  other's 
troubles  with  not  a  shadow  between  us,  thank  God ! 

Monday,  March  16. — Yesterday  morning,  before  church,  I  went 
into  Miss  Sally's  room  to  offer  my  assistance.  I  found  her  stand- 
ing before  a  long  glass,  surveying  herself. 

'•  Do  you  think  this  dress  looks  decent  bo  short  ?  Dear  me,  how 
Lorindy  (that's  my  daughter)  would  holler  if  she  see  me  in  a 
dress  like  that  I  I  didn't  have  a  very  full  pattern,  and  so  I  saved 
in  the  length.  I  hate  to  see  nice  dresses  drabblin'  in  the  mud.  It 
don't  look  bad,  does  it,  because  it  don't  tech  f" 

'  Oh !  no,  indeed,"  I  said.  "  I  am  glad  you  are  sensible  enough 
not  to  follow  a  foolish  fashion." 

"  I  don't  want  to  look  out  of  the  way,  that's  all,  in  the  minister's 
pew.  Jest  feel  that  silk  ;  an't  it  thick  ?  It's  the  same  on  both 
sides,  too.  I  gave  a  dollar  a  yard  for  it.  I  don't  get  a  silk  very 
often  ;  but  when  I  do  get  one,  I.  like  to  get  a  good  one.  Do  you 
think  my  shawl  will  do  V" 

I  assured  her  that  it  was  as  good  as  any  she  would  see  in  the 
congregation. 

My  attention  was  next  called  to  her  bonnet,  a  remarkable  com- 
position of  black  velvet,  red  velvet,  black  lace,  white  lace,  and  red 
flowers  without,  with  white  lace  and  red  and  yellow  flowers  within. 
The  most  I  could  say  in  its  praise  was,  that  it  was  a  very 
showy  bonnet.  "  Dp  you  think  I  look  respectable,  Miss  Leslie  ? 
Sittin'  in  the  minister's  pew,  you  know,  folks  is  noticed  more." 

I  assured  her  that  she  would  do  credit  to  the  position,  inwardly 
asking  myself  why,  after  all.  Miss  Sally  did  not  need  as  much  as 
any  one  else  the  comfort  of  feeling  well  dressed. 

At  dinner,  she  expressed  her  gratification  at  the  sermon.  "  Some 
ministers  preached  politics  into  the  pulpit ;  she  was  glad  Mr.  Les- 
lie didn't.  She  liked  his  ways.  To  be  sure,  he  didn't  preach  so 
animated  like  as  some  she  had  heerd,  and  with  his  low  voice  and 
kind  of  diffident  way,  lie  had  consid'able  to  encounter  with.  But 
then,"  she  added  consolingly,  "  we  can't  expect  every  body  to  be  a 
Henry  Ward  Beecher." 
He  modestly  deprecated  such  a  comparison. 
This  morning  she  left  us  for  Springfield,  in  order  to  spend  a  day 
or  two  with  "  Lorindy."  The  good  woman  will  not  indulge  her- 
self in  a  longer  visit  to  her  daughter,  so  anxious  is  she  to  return 

to  N ,  and  carry  out  her  plans. 

Tuesday,  March  23. — To  our  surprise,  Miss  Sally  reappeared  to- 
day, eager  to  tell  us  of  her  proceedings.    As  soon  as  she  returned 

to  N ,  she  wrote  to  Chester  Goddard,  requesting  him  to  come 

and  look  after  things  a  little,  as  she  wished  to  know  whether  she 
was  to  remain  in  the  house  or  not.  Chester  Goddard  at  once  obeyed 
her  summons.    I  will  tell  the.story  in  her  own  words : 

"  I  talked  to  him  about  this  and  that  and  the  other,  and  showed 
him  round,  and  told  him  how  I  had  managed.  Yon  see,  though 
Mr.  Goddard  was  sech  a  rich  man,  be  always  lived  in  a  snug,  plain 
way.  I  did  all  the  work,  except  extras  once  in  a  while.  I  hated 
to  have  any  body  'round,  and  so  did  he. 

"  At  last,  I  brought  Chester  into  tho  kitchen,  and  told  him  how 
comfortable  I  lived  there,  with  my  sink,  and  my  biler,  and  my  cup- 
boards, and  my  stove.  '  It's  a  nice  stove,'  says  I.  '  I  never  see  one 
like  it,  did  you  t  See,  you  can  put  things  in  the  top,  and  heat  'em 
without  burning  'em,'  says  I ;  and  I  looked  him  straight  in  the 
face.    I  thought  he  would  drop.    That's  all  I  said. 

"  Then  by  and  by,  says  I, '  I  wanted  to  ask  you,  too,  abort  the 
graveyard.  You  know  there's  some  talk  of  moving  the  bodies  to 
the  new  cemetery,'  says  I.  '  Dr.  Marvin  asked  me  the  other  day  if 
you  had  said  any  thing  about  it.  Mr.  Goddard  owned  a  lot  there, 
and  the  doctor  has  been  thinkin'  whether  or  no  he  oughtn't  to  be 
put  there.  He  said  that  if  the  change  was  made,  he  should  like 
to  have  the  coffin  opened,'  says  I.  Then  I  looked  at  him,  and  I 
guess  he  understood  me,  though  he  didn't  say  a  word.    To  do  him 
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justice,  he  didn't  make  no  objection,  and  I  won't  be  sot  on  that 
notion.    Perhaps  I've  done  liim  a  dreadful  wrong. 

"  Then  I  went  off  to  something  else,  and  by  and  by  says  I, '  I 
expect  Mr.  Leslie  will  come  down  soon.' 

" '  What  for  ? '  says  he,  as  if  he  would  knock  me  down. 

" '  How  should  I  know  t '  says  I.  '  I  was  up  there  last  week,  and 
I  think  it  likely  he  is  coming  to  return  my  visit,'  says  I. 

"  He  turned  right  round  to  leave  the  room.  I  hollered  after  him, 
'  You  needn't  be  afeared  of  Mr.  Leslie  I    He  won't  hurt  you ! ' 

"  In  a  few  minutes  he  come  back  as  fierce  as  a  tiger.  He  come 
up  to  me,  and  doubled  up  his  fist,  and  his  face  was  as  red  as  a  cran- 
berry ;  and  says  he, '  Woman,  what  do  you  mean  by  all  this  ? ' 

"  I  kept  still  a  minute  till  I  was  sure  I  could  keep  my  temper, 
and  then  says  I,  as  calm  as  a  lamb, '  One  thing  I  mean  is,  that 
what  you  put  in  that  stove  is  in  Mr.  Leslie's  hands.' 

"  He  didn't  say  a  word ;  but  turned  as  white  as  a  sheet 

" '  You  needn't  be  afeared  of  Mr.  Leslie,'  says  I.  '  He  don't  valer 
riches  as  much  as  some  folks  does ;  and  if  you  think  that  the  whole 
of  Mr.  Ooddard's  property  is  worth  the  price  you  have  paid  for  it, 
he  did  as  much  as  to  say  that  you'd  tie  welcome  to  all  the  comfort 
you  could  get  out  of  it.  But  I  give  you  fair  warning,  Chester 
Goddard,  that  I  won't  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  have  him  put  in 

possession  of  his  rights.    And  as  for  myself ' 

Ah !  ah !  I  forgot,  I  thought  there  was  something  back  of  this 
disinterested  kindness,'  says  he,  in  a  kind  o'  sneerin'  way. 

"  As  for  myself,'  says  I,  as  if  I  didn't  hear  him,  '  I  served  Mr. 
Goddard  faithfully  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  can  say  with 
truth,  that  it  never  entered  into  my  head  that  he  would  leave  me 
a  red  cent.  I  can't  say  that  I  shouldn't  be  glad  and  thankful  to 
have  what  he  left  me.  It  is  a  good  deal  for  a  lone,  hard-working 
woman  like  me,  that's  growin'  old  and  without  a  near  relation 
in  the  world.' 

" '  You  needn't  fear.  Miss  Sally,'  says  he,  '  but  what  you  shall 
have  your  rights.  I'll  give  you  a  check  to-day  for  a  thousand 
dollars.* 

" '  I  don't  want  none  of  your  givin','  says  I ; '  I  will  have  it  in  the 
lawful  way,  if  I  have  it  at  all.  And  I  won't  tech  a  cent  of  it  till  Mr. 
Leslie  is  in  possession  of  what  was  left  him.' 

"  He  walked  up  and  down  the  room.  I  don't  know  how  it  was,  but 
suddenly  a  feelin'  come  over  me.  Here's  a  poor  miserable  cretur, 
who  has  committed  one  dreadful  crime  to  my  certain  knowledge; 
and  God  knows  whether  or  no  he  is  guilty  of  a  worse  one.  Most 
likely  I  never  shall  see  him  again.  What  am  I  that  I  should 
judge  him  1  Can't  I  speak  one  word  that  may  do  him  good  1  And 
I  jest  lifted  up  my  heart  for  grace  to  say  the  right  tiling,  and  I  felt 
very  solemn  as  I  said, '  Mr.  Goddard,  I  an't  a  goin'  to  judge  you. 
We  is  all  sinners,  and  if  God  didn't  restrain  us,  we  should  all  go 
the  same  lengths.  Perhaps  you  haven't  a  friend  in  the  world  to 
turn  to  now.' 

" '  God  knows  I  ha'n't  a  friend  in  the  world,'  he  kind  o'  groaned 
out. 

" '  Now  don't  be  angry,'  says  I, '  and  don't  mistrust  me,  if  I  try  to 
act  a  friend's  part.  It  isn't  too  late  for  you  to  turn  round.  God's 
arm  is  not  shortened  that  it  can  not  save.  It  is  just  the  very  thing 
that  he  sent  his  Son  for,  to  save  us  from  our  sins.  How  slow  we 
are  to  believe  it,  but  it's  true  for  all  that.' 

"  He  sat  down  with  his  elbows  on  his  knees,  and  his  face  in  his 
hands.  At  last,  says  he, '  My  mother  used  to  talk  so.  It's  a  good 
while  since  I  thought  of  them  things.  But  it's  too  late  for  me.' 
It  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  relief  to  him  to  say  it.  I  kept  on  and 
told  him  as  well  as  I  knew  how  about  our  blessed  Saviour.  He 
didn't  answer  for  a  while,  but  at  last  he  said  somethin'  about  his 
followers  not  showing  much  of  his  spirit. 

" '  That's  <rue  enough,'  says  I, '  with  a  good  many  of  them  ;  but 
the  reason  is,  that  they  haven't  got  much  of  his  spirit.  But  here 
and  there  you'll  find  one.  Now,  believe  me,'  says  I,  '  if  you 
will  go  and  see  Mr.  Leslie,  and  ask  him  what  you  shall  do,  I'm 
nure  you'll  find  that  he  will  care  more  for  you  than  for  himself, 
and  if  it  will  do  you  any  great  good,  or  save  you  any  great  evil,  to 
take  that  whole  fortune,  I'll  venture  to  say  he'll  give  it  up  in  a 
minute.  And  I'll  try  to  follow  his  example  with  my  part,' 
says  I. 

" '  I  tlunight  it  would  do  me  a  great  good,  or  rather  that  it  would 
save  me  from  a  great  evil,'  says  he,  in  a  kind  of  solemn  way, 
'  but  what  was  that  compared  to  this? '  And  then  he  went  on  to 
say  that  he  would  willingly  give  every  thing  that  he  had  in  the 
world  if  he  could  undo  what  lie  had  done ;  and  he  said  it  in  such 
a  way  that  I  couldn't  help  believin'  him. 

"  Well,  I'm  making  a  long  story,  but  at  last  I  says  to  him, '  Now, 
Mr.  Goddard,  I  will  give  you  a  week  to  think  about  this,  and  de- 
cide what  you  will  do.  Let  me  know  what  you  mean  to  do,  and 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  for  me  to  tell  you  what  I  will  do.  I  will 
keep  your  secret  till  then,  and  it  depends  upon  you  whether  I 
shall  afterward  or  not.  Nobody  knows  it  or  dreams  of  it  but  me, 
uud  Mr.  Leslie  and  his  wife.  Yon  will  find  that  we  are  all  ready 
to  be  your  friends.  If  you  will  let  us— I  don't  deny  but  what  I  have 
indulged  hard  feelings  toward  you,  very  hard  feelings ;  hut  if  I 


know  my  own  heart,  they're  all  gone  ;  and  if  I  can  help  yottor  be. 
friend  you  in  any  way,  Mr.  Goddard.  I'm  In  earnest  when  I  say  it, 
I'm  more  than  ready  to  do  it.  I  can't  think  of  uny  thing  that  I'd 
be  more  ready  or  willin'  to  do.' 

"  Do  you  think,"  continued  she,  bursting  into  tears,  "  do  yon 
think  that  Chester  Goddard  come,  and  knelt  down  at  my  feet,  and 
thanked  me  I  If  ever  I  lifted  up  my  heart  to  God,  it  was  at  that 
minute.    It  was  all  his  doin'  I    It  was  all  his  doin'  1" 

"  Now,"  she  added,  as  soon  as  she  was  able,  "  I  thought  I  would 
come  right  up  and  tell  you ;  for  who  knows  but  the  poor,  broken- 
hearted creetur  might  take  it  into  his  head  to  come  and  see  you, 
and  I  wanted  to  be  sure  that  you  knew  all,  so  that  you  should  say 
the  best  thing  to  him,  and  help  him  on  in  the  right  way." 

"  There's  one  thing  more,"  sue  said,  after  a  pause,  "  you  remem- 
ber what  I  said  about  pizen.  Now,  as  you  said,  there's  no  proof 
of  that,  and  the  more  I  think  of  it  the  more  it  seems  to  me  that  I 
must  be  mistaken.  I'm  sorry  I  said  a  word  about  it.  It's  an 
awful  charge  to  bring  against  a  fellow-creeturl  You  see,  I  got 
so  mistrustful  1  Mr.  Leslie,  you  may  depend  upon  it  there's  been 
some  great  trouble  on  that  man's  mind  I  He  had  some  great  need 
of  money,  and  he  took  that  way  to  get  it,  most  likely  without 
thinking  of  doing  you  or  any  body  else  any  harm.  It's  but  a  little 
thing,  so  to  speak,  for  me  to  give  up  my  part.  I'm  a  lone  woman, 
and  I've  no  fear  but  what  /  shall  be  provided  for,  as  long  as  /live. 
God  alters  has  taken  care  of  me,  so  far.  But  you,  in  your  slim 
health,  and  with  a  wife  that  was  brought  up  to  luxuries,  it  would 
be  a  good  deal  for  you." 

Ah  dear  Miss  Sally  I  we  should  be  slow  of  heart  if  we  did  not 
learn  something  from  your  example  I 

March  28.— Chester  Goddard's  visit  has  engrossed  oar  thoughts 
this  week.  He  left  us  this  morning.  He  has  made  the  fullest 
confession  to  Edward,  not  only  about  the  will,  but  also  of  the  crime 

back  of  that.     He  has  been  for  years  the  treasurer  of  the 

Company  in  New- York,  and  used  a  large  sum  belonging  to  the 
company  for  his  own  purposes  of  speculation,  fully  intending  to  re- 
place it  in  a  few  days.  Meanwhile  came  the  failure  of  a  previous 
speculation,  on  whose  success  he  had  depended,  and  without  which 
he  had  not  moans  to  meet  his  exigency.  A  few  weeks  more,  and 
lie  would  be  an  exposed  and  ruined  man.    He  resolved  to  go  to 

N ,  and  consult  his  brother  as  to  some  way  of  raising  money 

for  present  need. 

On  the  last  evening  of  his  brother's  life,  after  Edward  had  re- 
tired, he  had  made  his  confession.  It  excited  in  Charles  the  great- 
est horror.  He  offered  in  the  most  urgent  manner  any  resources 
of  his  own  to  avert  the  terrible  evil.  He  would  make  some  arrange- 
ment the  next  day,  and  in  order  to  meet  any  contingency  that 
might  arise  in  his  absence,  would  even  make  an  alteration  in  his 
will,  which  would  make  the  matter  perfectly  secure.  This  came 
out,  not  voluntarily,  but  in  reply  to  Edward's  questions.  His  ac- 
count of  his  feelings  the  next  morning,  his  horror,  his  grief,  the 
fear  that  he  had  hastened  his  brother's  death,  his  additional  per- 
plexities arising  from  it,  all  together  was  most  harrowing.  At 
last  the  temptation  presented  itself  of  at  least  discovering  how  far 
his  brother's  will  could  help  him.  He  opened  it,  and  found,  as 
Charles  had  intimated  in  his  presence,  that  Mr.  Leslie  was  to  re- 
ceive a  large  share  of  the  property — the  part,  moreover,  which  was 
most  directly  available  for  his  pressing  need.  His  own  share, 
large  as  it  was,  did  not  equal  his  indebtedness.  I  need  not  go  on  ; 
it  excites  me  too  much.  Edward  said  all  that  was  kind  and  Chris- 
tian, insisting  that  Mr.  Goddard  should  make  use  of  any  thing  that 
was  his,  believing  that  if  his  reputation  can  now  be  saved,  this' 
will  be  the  turning-point  In  bis  moral  life.  The  arrangement 
which  was  at  length  effected  is  this :  ttiat,  after  the  will  shall  be 
proven,  Chester  shall  make  use  of  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  re* 

fiayment  of  his  defalcation  as  a  loan,  whose  interest  is  to  be  regu- 
arly  paid. 

"  This  is  all  that  I  could  Induce  him  to  accept,  and  this  is  the 
best  thing  for  him,"  said  Edward.  "  Of  course  if  he  can  not 
conveniently  pay  the  interest,  it  will  be  time  enough  then  for  me 
to  refuse  it." 

Another  difficulty  came  up,  that  of  presenting  the  will  in  court 
Its  defaced  appearance  might  excite  unpleasant  suspicions.  Ed- 
ward proposed  that  it  should  not  be  offered,  but  that  Chester 
should  receive  the  whole  property  ns  heir-at-law,  and  make  over 
Edward's  legacy  to  him.  Chester  would  not  listen  to  that  propo- 
sition. He  was  not  going  to  be  pointed  at  as  a  generous  man.  Ko, 
it  would  be  worse  to  be  praised  than  to  be  suspected  I 

May  1. — I  am  thankful  that  I  can  write  the  end  of  this  sod 
story.  I  hate  law  processes  and  forms,  probably  because  I  know 
nothing  about  them ;  but  this  I  know,  that  out  of  them,  or  in  spite 
of  them,  Chester  Goddard,  our  friend,  as  we  may  now  call  bin1, 
has  been  relieved,  and  his  accounts  squared,  only  a  few  days  be- 
fore they  must  be  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the Company. 

His  repentance  is  unmistakable,  and  his  gratitude  is  almost  pain- 
ful to  us  ;  for  what  have  wo  done  but  use  Charles's  property  in  the 
way  he  intended  1  I  had  not  thought  it  could  give  us  so  muck 
happiness. 
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Liberal  Offers  made  to  Canvassers. 


The  Contention  at  Indianapolis,  in  June,  1870,  "  Resolved, 
That,  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  associations,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  adding  to  its  list 
of  subscribers ;  and  that  they  should  not  be  content  until  it  em- 
braces a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  membership." 

The  Contention  at  Washington  in  May,  1871,  passed  the 
following: 

"  Whereat,  The  Association  Monthly,  the  organ  of  our  asso- 
ciations, as  the  exponent  to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  me- 
thods of  operation,  as  a  means  of  educating  our  members  in  their 
duties,  and  as  a  bond  of  nnion  between  our  associations,  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work  ;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  this  convention  hereby  reaffirm  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  last  convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  direct 
that  its  publication  be  continued." 
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Will  subscribers  please  notify  us  at  this  office  promptly  of 
any  failure  in  the  delivery  of  their  papers  ?  Complaints  have  ac- 
cumulated and  grown  loud  often,  because  disappointed  subscri- 
bers have  from  month  to  month  delayed  informing  us,  or  have  re- 
sorted to  secretaries  or  other  third  parties.  Send  to  w  directly, 
and  we  will  promptly  make  every  effort  to  correct  our  mistakes 
or  yours.  


*'  PUSH  THE  MONTHLY." 
HOW  it  was  done  in  new-qhleans. 

Under  the  above  lively  title,  an  active  member  of  the  new  as- 
sociation in  New-Orleans  writes : 

"  Do  you  ask  how  this  is  to  be  done  ?  Let  me  relate  my  ex- 
perience. At  our  recent  convention  in  Washington,  a  pledge 
was  given  by  the  New-Orleans  association  for  seventy-five 
copies.  When  I  returned  from  Washington,  it  was  with  the  de- 
termination that  these  seventy-five  copies  should  be  taken  by  as 
many  individual  members  of  our  association.  Nineteen  names 
had  been  secured  before  the  pledge  was  made  by  the  association. 
At  our  monthly  meeting  in  July,  I  made  a  long  and  eloquent  (?; 


appeal  in  behalf  of  the  paper,  and  at  the  meeting  in  August  I 
repeated  the  dose.  In  both  cases  the  patients  submitted  patient- 
ly to  the  treatment,  but  the  medicine  did  not  seem  to  work,  and 
the  list  was  but  slightly  swollen.  A  few  days  ago  I  took  from 
the  register  a  number  of  names  from  the  active  list,  and  went  at 
the  brethren  (thermometer  90°  in  the  shade)  just  as  if  I  were 
a  life-insurance  agent  working  for  a  $20,000  policy,  upon  which 
I  was  to  receive  15  per  cent,  commission.  This  remedy  I  ap- 
plied for  several  days  in  succession,  and  behold  the  result  1 
The  entire  number  of  seventy-five  copies  is  taken  and  will  be 
read.  What  seemed  at  one  time  a  desperate  case  has  been  entirely 
cured  by  the  application  of  a  violent  remedy.  Read  the  Month- 
ly carefully  yourself,  until  you  are  *  enthused' with  its  value, 
and  then  go  at  your  members  with  genuine  persuasiveness  and 
tenacity,  and  nine-tenths  of  your  active  members  will  soon  be 
reading  the  Moutbly.  because  they  pay  for  it,  if  for  no  other 
reason."  

KEEP  THE  LAWS  OF  TASTE. 
Good  taste  is  of  especial  importance  in  all  matters  relating  to 
religion.  The  sacredness  of  the  theme  makes  this  demand  upon 
us.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  the  mind  open  and  susceptible  to 
religious  impressions,  while  you  shock  the  taste  by  what  is 
incongruous.  "Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order," 
is  the  requirement  both  of  Scripture  and  common  sense. 

Yet,  this  good  rule  is  often  sadly  violated  in  the  conduct  of 
our  Associations.  Mr.  Shipton,  Secretory  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
London,  in  the  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  Messenger  calls  at- 
tention to  some  notable  instances,  the  counterpart  of  which  is 
often  observed  among  us.    He  says : 

*'  Some  painful  personal  experiences  lead  us  to  mention  a  fea- 
ture in  the  meetings  of  some  of  our  associations  which  we  fear 
may  work  injuriously.  We  were  once  at  the  Association  at 
B— — ,  and  were  requested  to  speak  earnestly  to  the  young  men 
present  on  'the  importance  of  religious  decision.'  We  "sat 
down,  praying  God  to  bless  his  own  word  as  we  had  striven  to 
expound  it,  when,  to  our  astonishment,  the  mayor,  who  was  in 
the  chair,  rose,  and  said,  'Our  musical  friends  will  now  sing, 
"  Blow,  gentle  gales  1 " '  Moro  recently  we  found  ourselves  called 
to  vindicate  the  mission  of  the  association  and  its  distinct  reli- 
gious principles,  at  a  meeting  in  the  north,  where  every  speech 
alternated  with  a  musical  performance,  and  this  of  a  very  supe- 
rior order." 

A  similar  incident  occurred  recently  at  a  public  meeting  of  one 
of  .the  branches  of  the  Association  in  New- York  City.  After  an 
earnest  and  solemn  appeal,  suddenly  "The  Sword  of  Bunker 
Hill "  was  flourished  in  song  over  the  audience.  Of  course,  this 
was  calculated  to  dispel  any  serious  religious  impression  that 
had  been  made. 

We  can  not  frame  tho  criticism  we  would  make  in  better  terms 
than  the  following,  used  by  Mr.  Shipton  in  commenting  on  such 
incidents : 

"  Now,  we  do  not  object  to  music  We  are  glad  that  the  mu- 
sical tastes  of  young  men  should  be  cultivated,  and  we  are  also 
glad  that  they  should  have  opportunity  to  vary  their  studies,  as 
well  as  their  opportunities  of  religious  influence  and  service. 
Men  have  to  live  in  the  world  and  in  society,  and  the  power  of 
religion  must  be  exemplified  in  daily  life  and  social  duties,  as 
well  as  in  religious  meetings;  and  as  there  is  need  for  the  exhi- 
bition of  grace  and  temper  in  the  music-class  and  in  choir  prac- 
tice, as  in  other  places,  we  wish  that  godly  young  men  would 
find  in  them  a  sphere  for  usefulness.  But  we  object  to  the  ex- 
hibition of  their  proficiency  or  the  admixture  of  musical  perfor- 
mances in  any  form  in  public  religious  assemblies.  Music  ought 
only  to  be  used  there  for  purposes  of  praise  and  worship.  How 
can  men  speak  as  they  otierht  to  speak,  or  hear  as  they  ought  to 
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hear,  when  demonstrations  of  the  truth  of  religion,  earnest  ap- 
peals to  the  unconverted,  or  counsels  to  young  Christians,  are 
followed  by  '  My  pretty  Jane,'  '  Tho  sad  Sea  Waves,'  or  '  The 
merry  little  Savoyard '  ?  Is  it  not  possible  to  have  such  enter- 
tainments (if  they  arc  found  locally  useful  and  desirable)  on  one 
night,  and  religious  meetings  on  another  ?  The  admixture  of  the 
solemnities  of  '  the  world  to  come '  with  the  recreations  of  the 
present  time  (however  good  and  laudable  in  themselves)  is  in- 
congruous. It  is  perplexing  to  speakers,  disappointing  to  those 
who  are  in  search  of  religious  help  and  instruction,  and  dis- 
tracting to  the  young  and  inexperienced  who  need  to  know  what 
religion  really  is,  and  how  it  should  be  fitly  exemplified  in  the 
varying  circumstances  of  life.  To  put  this  matter  fairly,  would 
it  be  thought  right  to  play  a  polka  in  church  after  tho  second 
lesson,  or  to  sing  a  song  at  family  worship !" 


LAYING  OF  THE  CORNER-STONE 

OF  AN   ASSOCIATION   BUILDING   IX   CHARLOTTETOWN,    P.   E.    I. 

Tns  following  item  of  good  news  comes  to  us  from  Prince 
Edward  Island : 

"  Monday,  the  81st  day  of  July,  1871,  marks  an  epoch  in  the 
history  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Charlotte- 
town.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  amid  a  very  large  concourse 
of  people,  tho  foondation-stone  of  a  building  for  the.  use  of  the 
association  was  laid.  There  were  present  on  the  platform,  Ilis 
Honor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Colony,  Members  of 
Parliament,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  several  clergymen, 
a  number  of  leading  citizens,  and  a  distinguished  visitor  from 
the  United  States,  Rev.  Theodore  L.  Cuyler,  D.D ,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  T. 

"Dr.  Eraser,  president  of  the  association,  presided.  After 
singing,  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer,  the  ceremony  of 
laying  the  foundation-stone  was  performed  by  His  Honor,  the 
Governor.  Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler  briefly  addressed  the  largo  audience 
after  which  the  national  anthem  ('God, Save  the  Queen')  and  the 
doxology  were  sung.  A  large  portion  of  the  assembly  then  ad- 
journed to  the  Wesleyan  church,  where  addresses  on  associa- 
tion work  were  delivered  by  Charles  Palmer,  Esq.,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Cuyler.  Mr.  Neal  Dow,  of  Portland,  Maine,  followed  in  a  very 
interesting  temperance  address. 

"  The  site  chosen  for  the  edifice  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  city, 
fronting  on  one  of  the  principal  squares  and  almost  immediately 
opposite  the  Parliament  building. 

"  The  structure  is  to  be  of  brick,  and  will  prove  an  ornament 
as  well  as  a  blessing  to  the  city. 

"  The  estimated  cost  is  $10,000,  one  half  of  which  is  already 
subscribed.  The  plans  were  kindly  donated  to  the  committee 
by  David  Stirling,  Esq.,  architect,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 

"F.  S.  M." 


NlNITT-TBRCK  HUNDRED  DOLLARS  FOR  AM    ASSOCIATION   BuiI.D- 

djo  m  St.  John. — The  Provincial  Convention,  held  lately  at 
St  John,  New-Brunswick,  excited  among  the  people  and 
Christian  young  men  of  that  city  an  interest  in  the  cause 
which  has  already  shown  itself  in  a  determined  and  enterpris- 
ing effort  to  secure  an  edifice  for  the  association.  Mr.  Joshua 
Clauson,  the  secretary,  writes : 

"You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  at  a  meeting  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  close  of  the  convention — Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  sec- 
retary of  the  Boston  association,  assisting  us  with  words  of 
counsel  and  experience — the  sum  of  $8000  was  subscribed: 
$1000  of  this  was  given  by  a  rich  friend,  and  the  balance  by 
young  men  of  the  association.  Since  then  the  sum  has  been 
raised  to  $9300,  by  further  subscriptions  from  young  men 
alone.     We  do  not  intend  to  call  upon  the  merchants  and  others 


outside  until  our  plans  are  matured,  site  fixed,  and  size  and 
cost  of  building  estimated." 


STATE  CONVENTIONS 


OF  THE  COMING!  SEASON. 


Same.  Place. 

New-York .TJtics 

New-Jet  ecy Newark 

Maine Blddeford. 


Time. 
..September  11-14. 
.October  26-86. 
.Sept.,  (last  week.) 


New-Hampshire Portsmouth October  8  and  4. 

Vermont Montpeller October  13  and  18. 

Massachusetts Northampton October  5  and  6. 

Rhode  Island Providence October  18  and  19. 

Connecticut Mystic October. 

Pennsylvania .Brie September  12-14. 

Ohio Zanesvlllo October  48. 

Michigan East  Saginaw Feb.,  (3d  weekj  "IS. 

Wisconsin .Whitewater November. 

Indiana Indianapolis March  88, 1873. 


Be  Scre  and  Send  Delegates  to  the  State  Convention. — If 
your  association  is  blessed  and  prosperous,  do  (his  in  order  that 
your  fellow-laborers  in  other  places  may  be  stirred  and  bene- 
fited by  the  contagion  of  your  example.  If  the  work  is  lan- 
guishing at  borne,  by  all  means  be  represented  at  the  convention 
by  your  best  members,  that  they  may  bring  home  to  you  a 
spirit  of  intelligent  enthusiasm  in  the  work  of  leading  young 
men  to  Christ  which  will  be  felt  throughout  all  your  active  mem- 
bership. 

Take  a  Meal  Together. — The  various  presidents,  secretaries, 
directors,  or  other  officers  of  associations  present  at  State 
conventions  often  desire  conference  with  one  another,  where  fra- 
ternal interchange  ef  views  and  experiences  could  not  fail  to  be 
very  suggestive  and  helpful  to  all.  By  prompt,  concerted  action 
at  the  opening  of  the  convention,  it  would  be  easy  for  these  of- 
ficers to  arrange  to  take  a  meal  together  on  one  of  the  days  the 
delegates  remain  in  session.  Such  an  opportunity  could  be 
very  profitably  improved.  Even  if  some  merely  social  invitation 
to  dinner  or  supper  should  interfere,  the  general  cause  would 
certainly  be  promoted  by  giving  preference  to  attendance  on  tho 
presidents',  or  secretaries',  or  directors'  dinner. 


Bible-Classes  Needed. — Of  the  327  American  associations 
(286  in  the  United  States  and  41  in  the  British  Provinces)  which 
reported  statistics  to  the  General  Executive  Committee  just  pre- 
vious to  the  late  Washington  Convention,  only  55  sustain  Bible- 
classes  ;  and  of  this  number  as  many  as  20  are  in  the  British 
Provinces.  From  these  figures  it  appears  that  one  in  every  two 
associations  reporting  from  the  British  Provinces  has  a  Bible- 
class  ;  while  such  classes  are  to  be  found  in  only  one  of  every 
seven  or  eight  associations  in  the  United  States.  There  should 
be  immediate  reform  in  this  department  of  our  work.  The  im- 
portance of  a  more  careful  study  of  the  Bible  can  hardly  be  too 
strongly  insisted  on.  We  commend  to  the  prayerful  attention  ot 
our  thoughtful  readers  Dr.  Thomson's  trenchant  articles  on 
Biblical  study,  as  they  appear  from  month  to  month  in  our  col- 
umns. We  trust  they  may  be  the  means  of  directing  the  at- 
tention of  all  our  associations  to  the  formation  of  classes  where 
thl  Bible  shall  be  skilfully  taught  and  thoroughly  studied. 

The  good  example  of  our  members  in  the  British  Provinces  is 
worthy  of  all  imitation.  We  should  be  glad  to  receive  and 
publish  accounts  of  the  conduct  and  results  of  Bible-class  teach- 
ing as  it  is  now  carried  on  in  many  of  our  associations. 

The  Experience  of  the  Association  at  Tidioote,  Pa.,  in  se- 


curing a  lot  on  which  to  erect  a 
given  in  another  column. 
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APPRENTICE    WORK. 

Th«  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from  an  address  of  Dr. 
Verranus  Morse  before  the  last  Michigan  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  held  at 
Jackson,  January,  1871 : 

"  The  great  object  of  our  association  is  work ;  and  this  work  is 
to  be  done,  not  by  machinery  of  any  kind,  but  by  each  indivi- 
dual member.  Our  purpose,  broadly  stated,  is  the  improvement 
of  young  men,  both  those  for  whom  the  work  is  done,  and  those 
who  do  it.  Not  only  the  trained  and  disciplined,  but  the  un- 
trained and  inexperienced  have  opportunities,  and  are  under  ob- 
ligations to  engage  in  this  work. 

"  I  am  led  to  say  a  word  concerning  our  preparatory  wort,  and 
the  meant  of  preparation  at  our  command,  for  two  reasons — be- 
cause many  who  see  us  training  and  educating  ourselves  think 
we  are  not  engaged  in  the  legitimate  work  of  the  association ; 
and  also  because  many  of  our  members  seem  to  think  that  inex- 
perience is  a  valid  excuse  for  idleness. 

"  The  young  man  who  wishes  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade 
works  for  years  to  learn  it  The  young  man  who  wishes  to  be- 
come a  physician,  studies  medicine  a  long  time  to  prepare  himself 
to  practice  his  chosen  profession ;  and  the  young  man  who  is  in- 
experienced in  association  work  lias  no  better  excuse  for  standing 
idle  than  the  carpenter's  apprentice  or  the  medical  student 
Much  of  our  work  possesses  the  twofold  character  of  apprentice 
work.  We  strive  to  reach  and  save  others,  and  this  very  effort 
increases  our  own  experience  and  growth  in  grace,  and  prepares 
us  for  still  greater  efficiency.  We  may  not  feel  competent,  at 
first,  to  take  charge  of  a  prayer-meeting ;  but  we  certainly  can 
be  present,  and  we  can  offer  a  short  prayer,  add  a  few  words  of 
experience  or  exhortation,  assist  in  singing,  or  at  the  close  speak 
an  earnest  word  to  some  careless  one,  or  an  encouraging  word  to 
another  who  is  in  anxiety  or  doubt  Any  Christian  young  man 
can  do  this,  and  any  one  who  will  do  it  may  be  reaching  hearts 
that  never  were  touched  before,  while  at  the  same  time  be  pre- 
paring himself  to  take  a  more  leading  part  in  similar  devotional 
services.  Much  of  our  work  also  is  of  the  nature  of  professional 
study.  We  labor  to  acquire  knowledge  for  the  purpose  of  quali- 
fying ourselves  to  benefit  others.  We  study  God's  won}  in  the 
Association  Bible-class  for  our  own  instruction,  not  altogether  as 
an  end,  but  as  the  means  of  preparing  us  to  reach  and  teach 
others.  So,  all  through  our  association  course,  we  are  doing  and 
learning,  learning  and  doing. 

"  Our  conventions  belong  almost  entirely  to  the  preparatory 
department  They  are  a  kind  of  normal  institutes.  Associations 
send  delegates  to  conventions  to  learn  the  best  methods  of  con- 
ducting their  work,  and  these  delegates  come  back  to  their  asso- 
ciations to  teach  their  fellow-members,  and  to  put  in  practice 
what  they  have  learned.  One  is  experienced  in  open-air  services. 
He  gives  us  a  lesson  in  the  management  of  such  services.  An- 
other is  familiar  with  the  work  in  saloons,  and  he  teaches  us  how 
to  work  in  such  places ;  and  so  on  through  the  whole  series  of 
subjects  which  may  come  before  any  convention. 

"  It  is  customary  for  executive  committees  to  select  such  topics 
as  they  think  the  associations  need  instruction  on,  and  select 
men  to  open  the  discussion  on  these  topics,  and  announce  both 
topics  and  speakers  in  the  circulars  calling  the  convention.  This 
is  right ;  but  there  is  a  temptation  just  here  that  sometimes  leads 
committees  astray.  They  are  tempted  to  select  men  whoseta- 
lent  or  reputation  wiH  draw  a  crowd  to  the  convention,  but  whose 
knowledge  of  our  associations  does  not  qualify  them  to  benefit 
the  delegates  much  in  regard  to  their  specific  work.  If  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  State  of  Michigan  could  have  announced 
Hint  Ulysses  S.  Grant  would  attend  the  convention  as  a  delegate 
from  the  Washington  Association,  and  would  open  the  discus- 
Kion  on  the  "  Origin  of  the  Omnipotent  Power  of  the  Creator  of 
the  Universe,"  not  only  a  single  church,  but  this  city  would  have 


been  full  of  delegates  and  fruests.  But  would  Dr.  Grant,  how- 
ever eloquently  he  might  discuss  this  unsearchable  subject,  be 
able  to  help  us  as  much  as  men  less  noted,  but  of  larger  experi- 
ence in  association  work  t  Our  teachers  must  certainly  first  go  to 
school  in  the  association  itsslf,  and  thus  become  familiar  with  the 
practical  truths  they  are  to  impart  to  others. 


A  Daily  Rruorocs  Papkr  has  lately  been  started  in  this  city 
under  promising  auspices.  Mr.  John  Dougall,  of  Montreal, 
who  has  for  many  years  successfully  edited  a  daily  religious 
newspaper—  The  Wittieit—m  that  city,  has  just  undertaken  a 
similar  enterprise  in  New-York.  The  new  journal,  a  penny  pa- 
per, issued  every  evening,  is  well  edited,  and  meets  with  an  en- 
couraging patronage.  It  bears  the  name  of  its  prototype  in 
Montreal — the  Daily  Witnet* — and  the  circulation  has  already 
reached  10,000  copies.  All  friends  of  the  religious  press  will  be 
glad  to  hear  of  this  worthy  effort,  and  will  wish  Mr.  Dougall 
rapid  success  in  an  enterprise  which  an  experience  of  many 
years  has  fitted  him  to  prosecute  with  unusual  efficiency.  The 
religious  press  has  been  very  slow  in  finding  a  daily  circulation. 
A  successful  effort  of  this  kind,  however,  once  made  in  New- 
York  will  be  speedily  imitated  in  other  cities,  and  we  may  hope 
for  a  daily  religious  press  throughout  the  country — the  influence 
of  which  will  be  powerfully  and  incessantly  exerted  on  the  side 
of  law,  order,  good  morals,  and  the  Christian  religion. 


ASSOCIATIONS  ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

Mb.  T.  E.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg,  kindly  continues  his  interesting 
notes  of  travel  in  the  West : 

Denver  is  a  flourishing  city  of  about  7000  inhabitants,  and  is 
already  a  great  business  centre,  but  it  has  no  association.  Open- 
air  meetings  are  held  every  Sunday  evening,  conducted  alternate- 
ly by  the  ministers.  The  Sunday  laws  are  openly  violated.  All 
kinds  of  business  are  carried  on  on  the  Sabbath-day.  It  is  certainly 
a  field  in  which  much  Christian  effort  is  needed.  Mr.  Moody,  of 
Chicago,  and  Messrs.  Vincent  and  Philip  Phillips,  of  New-York, 
held  a  Sunday-school  institute  here  about  the  10th  of  June,  which 
was  quite  a  successful  affair. 

The  Work  in  San  Francisco. — The  association  men  are 
quite  proud  of  their  fine  building.  It  is,  Indeed,  just  suited  to 
their  wants.  The  work  is  carried  on  with  considerable  activity. 
The  workers,  if  not  very  numerous,  and  not  distinctively  young 
men,  are  very  zealous,  and  have  much  good  fruit  to  show  for  their 
effort.  They  carry  on  good  noon-day  and  Saturday-night  prayer- 
meetings.  On  Saturday  afternoon,  a  meeting  is  held  in  their  parlor 
fbrthose  desirous  of  seeking  holiness  or  a  higher  standard  of  Chris- 
tian living.  This  meeting  is  largely  attended  by  ladies,  who  take 
part  in  the  exercises  as  they  do  at  noon-day.  Open-air  meetings  are 
held  Sunday  morning,  and  are  usually  well  attended.  The  one  your 
correspondent  attended  was  two  or  three  times  in  terra  pted  by  drunk- 
en men,  the  police  affording  the  speakers  no  protection.  It  was  said, 
however,  that  the  meetings  were  but  seldom  interfered  with,  al- 
though in  one  section  of  the  city,  occupied  by  a  certain  foreign 
element  (not  the  heathen  Chinee),  they  had  to  abandon  their 
meetings.  It  was,  otherwise,  the  most  desirable  point  for  hold- 
ing them.  The  brethren  were  much  disappointed  that  their  earn- 
est invitation  to  the  International  Convention,  to  meet  next  year 
at  San  Francisco,  was  not  presented  to  the  Convention  at  Wash- 
ington. 

The  great  lack  of  the  association  is  copies  of  the  Association 
Monthly.  Not  a  single  copy,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  was 
taken  by  the  members,  and  it  was  not  even  on  their  tables.  A 
neglect  I  wonder  at,  as  otter  New-York  periodicals  were  there. 
Why  should  they  omit  Che  best  ? 

Portland,  Oregon. — The  association  here  has  a  comfort- 
able room  and  an  efficient  superintendent.  They  are  in  a  good 
financial  condition,  and  talk  of  a  building.    They  have  j  ust  made 
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arrangements  for  a  renewal  of  their  weekly  prayer  meeting. 
They  find  it  difficult  to  (ret  the  attendance  of  members  at  busi- 
ness meetings.  Business  matters  are  therefore  left  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  business  meeting  is  not  held  regularly  as  it  ought  to 
be.  They  do  not  hold  open-air  meetings,  although  almost  every 
kind  of  business  is  transacted  on  the  Sabbath-day.  But  a  deep 
interest  is  now  felt  in  the  work  by  a  few  good  men,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  it  will  go  actively  forward. 


How  the  Barbers  wbkb  Induced  to  Keep  the  Sabbath  in 
Tidiocte,  Pa. — A  member  of  the  association  in  Tidioute  writes: 
"  Wc  have  lately  succeeded  in  closing  the  barbers'  shops  on  Sun- 
day in  the  following  way :  After  praying  over  the  matter,  we 
asked  one  of  the  barbers  if  he  would  close  his  shop  on  Sun- 
day ;  ho  said  he  would  if  the  others  in  the  same  business  would 
do  so.  AH  the  barbers  made  the  same  answer,  and  they  signed 
an  agreement  not  to  open  the  shops  on  the  Sabbath-day  under  a 
forfeiture  of  $25,  which  was  to  go  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  case 
any  of  them  should  break  the  agreement.  They  posted  notices 
up  in  the  shops  that  after  the  first  of  January  they  would  not 
open  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  they  have  been  as  good  as  their 
word.  I  have  asked  some  two  or  three  of  them  if  they  lost 
any  tiling  by  this  course;  they  all  say  no,  but  think  they 
have  gained  by  it.  Formerly  they  worked  until  midnight  of 
Saturday,  and  rose  early  Sunday  morning.  This  was  very  ex 
hausting  work.  Now  they  do  the  same  amount  of  business  as 
ever,  and  gat  their  rest  on  the  Sabbath-day." 


PROVINCIAL  CONVENTION 

AT  ST.    CATHARINES,   ONTARIO,   AUGUST  2-3. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  delegates,  representing  thirty  as- 
sociations, and  welcoming  to  their  deliberations  nineteen  corre- 
sponding members,  met  at  St.  Catharine's,  Ont.,  August  2d,  and 
organized  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec.    The  permanent  officers  chosen  were : 

President,  W.  J.  McCaila,  of  St.  Catharine's. 

Vice-Presidents,  John  MacDonald,  Toronto,  and  Wm.  Johnson, 
Belleville. 

Treasurer*,  T.  J.  Claxton,  Montreal ;  A.  J.  Mackenzie,  Hamil- 
ton ;  C.  B.  Moore,  Brantford. 

Secretaries,  H.  L.  Thompson,  Toronto,  and  Wm.  Given,  Hamil- 
ton. 

The  General  Executive  Committee  at  New- York  was  repre- 
sented by  its  Chairman,  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  and  Hon.  S.  S. 
Fisher,  President  of  the  Association  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  was  also 
present,  and  delivered,  on  the  evening  of  August  2d,  an  able  ad- 
dress on  "  The  Relation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
to  the  Church  and  the  World."  Mr.  J.  G.  Jenkins,  of  the  associa- 
tion in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  also  present. 

The  convention  continued  in  session  two  days,  and  discussed, 
with  practical  point  and  earnestness,  topics  relating  the  higher 
usefulness  of  the  associations  they  represented. 

The  relation  and  duty  to  one  another  of  the  associations  in 
Quebec  and  Ontario  was  the  first  subject  treated  of,  Mr.  G.  A. 
Young,  of  Hamilton,  opening  the  discussion.  We  give  on  anoth- 
er page  the  practical  remarks  of  Sheriff  E.  C.  Thomas,  of  Hamil- 
ton, on  the  necessity  of  appointing  and  cooperating  with  a  cen- 
tral committee,  the  members  of  which  could  be  easily  and  fre- 
quently called  together.  Such  a  committee  was  appointed  by 
the  convention,  and  more  than  $500 — the  sum  asked  for  to  carry 
on  its  work — was  pledged  on  the  spot  by  the  delegates. 

How  to  study  the  Bible,  and  how  to  manage  the  finances  of  as- 
sociations, were  questions  profitably  discussed. 

The  various  reports  submitted  from  the  associations  were  of  a 
cheering  character.  Gait  reported  60  members  (with  large  mis 
sion  Sunday-school) ;  Ouelph,  80  (with  excellent  reading-room) ; 
Woodstock,  54  members ;  Brantford,  150 ;  Cobourg  sustains  vigor- 
ous cottage-meetings;   Hamilton  sustains  city  irmcionary  and 


Bible-classes,  and  has  established  female  and  boys'  homes ;  Mon- 
treal has  627  members,  2000  volumes  in  library,  and  a  building 
fund  of  $30,000  ;  Toronto,  400  members,  1000  volumes,  and  a  build- 
ing fund  of  $15,000— is  doing  a  good  work  in  saloons ;  Napanee, 
the  youngest  association,  is  making  good  progress  ;  Belleville  has 
125  members;  St.  Catharine*,  100,  sustains  a  mission  Sunday- 
school,  with  a  lot  and  building  worth  $400. 

A  deputation  from  the  Boys'  Association  of  Hamilton,  Ont., 
which  began  with  fifteen,  and  now  numbers  150  members,  was 
cordially  welcomed,  and  Mr.  Brainerd,  of  New- York,  was  request- 
ed to  address  them  on  behalf  of  the  convention. 

The  following  gentlemen  constituted  the  Central  Executive 
Committee,  appointed  by  the  convention  : 

Messrs.  Alfred  Landham,  Montreal;  J.  B.  Hint,  and  A.  G. 
Northrop,  Belleville ;  Wm.  Anderson,  S.  R.  Briggs,  T.  D.  Craig, 
J.  MacDonnough,  G.  Hague,  and  T.  J.  Wilkie,  of  Toronto.  Cor- 
responding  member,  Mr.  Geo.  Young,  of  Hamilton. 

The  farewell  meeting,  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  was 
well  attended.  Rev.  Messrs.  Walker  and  Broek,  of  St.  Catharines ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Napanee ;  Sheriff  Thomas,  of  Hamilton  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilde  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Belleville ;  Rev.  S.  J.  Hunter  and  Mr. 
Richards,  of  Montreal ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Wood,  of  Brantford,  made  ef- 
fective addresses.  A  new  conviction  was  felt  of  the  importance 
of  the  association  work,  and  of  the  opportunity  for  usefulness  pre- 
sented to  Christian  young  men  in  its  committees,  reading-rooms, 
prayer-meetings,  and  Bible-classes. 
A  delegate  writes : 

"  Every  meeting  was  conducted  most  harmoniously,  and  judg- 
ing from  those  with  whom  I  came  personally  in  contact,  a  spirit 
of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  was  infused  in  the  minds  of  every  delegate. 
A  noticeable  feature  of  the  convention  was  the  goodly  presence  of 
so  many  ministers,  who  came  from  various  parts  of  the  Dominion  to 
take  part  in  the  proceedings,  and  lend  their  valuable  aid.  I  wish 
I  could  tell  you  all  that  transpired.  I  cannot  express  in  words  the 
senso  of  divine  influence  which  I  experienced,  and  the  great  good 
which,  I  am  sure,  was  done  in  St.  Catharines  daring  the  session. 
I  believe  an  Influence,  also,  went  out  from  them  that  will  result 
in  benefit  to  the  cause  throughout  the  Dominion." 


From  Bridgeton,  If.  «/..  a  correspondent  writes :  "  It  is 
an  occasion  f  >r  gratitude  that  we  are  now  as  an  association  rid 
of  debt,  and  we  trust,  by  economy,  and  faith  in  the  promise  that 
'  the  Lord  will  provide,'  to  keep  so  the  remainder  of  our  exist- 
ence." 

From  Scranton,  Pa.,  a  correspondent  writes :  "  We  are 
trying  to  get  up  what  I  believe  does  not  exist  in  the  country,  a 
complete  cabinet  of  coal  fossils,  as  an  attraction  to  our  rooms. 
We  are  also  figuring  for  a  building  and  library." 

In  St.  Johnsbury,  VU,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  "intend  to  pitch  a 
large  tent  inside  the  State  fair  grounds,  In  September,  and  have 
preaching  services  and  other  religious  meetings." 

At  Waterbury,  Vt.,  the  association  "  has  raised  $600  since 
the  Washington  Convention,  toward  new  rooms  and  reading 

matter."  

—  ■ 

Decrees  of  God. — For  men  to  judge  of  their  condition  by 
the  decrees  of  God  (or  of  fate,  as  they  call  it),  which  are  hid 
from  us,  and  not  by  His  word,  which  is  near  us  and  in  our 
hearts,  is  as  if  a  man,  wandering  in  a  wide  sea  in  a  dark  niobt, 
when  the  heaven  is  all  clouded  about,  should  yet  resolve  to  steer 
his  course  by  the  stars  which  he  cannot  see,  but  only  guess  at, 
and  neglect  the  compass  which  is  at  hand,  and  would  afford 
him  a  much  better  and  more  certain  direction. — ArcJibishop  TU- 
lotson. 

Distance  from  God. — We  cannot  tell  how  far  is  the  near- 
est fixed  star,  and  we  know  that  the  mass  of  mankind  conjecture 
it  a  few  miles  at  most ;  could  we  approach  nearer,  we  would,  for 
the  first  time,  learn  how  far  we  were  1  Surely  it  is  so  with  our 
religious  estimates  of  approximation  to  the  light  and  glory  of 
God ;  the  earth-born  crowd  afar,  if  they  think  at  all  of  th  e 
matter,  never  dream  themselves  so  darkly,  so  remotely  exiled ;  it 
is  only  he  that  struggles  nearer  and  much  nearer,  that  begins  at 
length  to  perceive  the  true  amount  of  the  distance. — Butler. 
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(fneibcnts  from  tbc  $)ni$erlB,eeting. 

From  Corresponding  Member*  of  our  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  officers  or 
tlie  Associations,  and  from  all  Interested  In  onr  dally  or  weekly  I'r.ivcr-niectltiK*,  wo  will 
wt-iome  fur  tui»  department  tustructlve  IncldcuU  occurring  or  narrated  to  any  of  these 
lut-etluga. 

m  m  a» 

Use  Youngest  Member.  One  speaker  said  he  had  left 
homo  at  fifteen  years  of  age.  For  nearly  a  year,  he  remained  in  a 
very  quiet  way  in  town,  when  one  day  he  was  brought  to  the 
association  by  an  old  schoolfellow.  Daring  the  first  few  weeks 
that  he  attended  the  meetings,  it  pleased  God  to  show  him  that  he 
was  a  sinner,  and  that  as  such  he  needed  a  Saviour.  He  was 
soon  brought  to  know  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  to  rejoice  in  his  salva- 
tion. A  short  time  after  he  waa  admitted  to  the  membership  of 
the  association,  and  was  the  youngest  upon  the  roll.  Three 
years  had  elapsed  since  then,  and  he  now  began  to  regard  himself 
as  a  senior  member.  He  sometimes  asked  himself,  what  would 
he  do  if  there  were  no  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  ?  The 
association  had  been  a  home  to  him ;  its  members  dear  to  him  as 
brethren,  and  he  could  not  be  happy  away  from  them. 

Another  said,  that  he  came  to  town  twenty -one  months  ago.  A 
member  at  once  took  him  by  the  hand  and  brought  him  to  the 
rooms.  None  had  greater  reasons  to  love  the  association  than  he 
had.  It  was  there  the  Word  of  Life  was  spoken  which  had  been 
brought  home  by  the  Spirit  of  God  with  power  to  his  soul — there 
also  that  he  had  been  taught  to  work  for  the  Lord.  He  earnestly 
desired  to  encourage  his  brethren  to  bring  young  men  to  the 
meetings  of  the  association. 

[T.  M.  C.  A.  Meetings,  Dublin,  Ireland, 


Hopeful  Conversions.  At  one  of  the  noon-day  meetings, 
a  few  weeks  since,  a  merchant  from  Chicago  came  in  and  asked  for 
prayers,  and  stated  that  he  could  not  tell  why,  but  a  strange  influ- 
ence came  over  him  in  that  room,  leading  him  to  begin  a  new  life. 
He  left  us  happy  in  a  Saviour's  love.  A  well-known  lawyer  of 
our  city,  moving  in  the  upper  class  of  society,  became  interested 
in  our  open-*ir  service,  and  has  since  given  good  evidence  of  sav- 
ing faith  in  Christ.  Another  lawyer  and  his  wife  hive  become 
Christians  as  a  result  of  the  Sabbath-evening  services.  A  disso- 
lute and  dissipated  man,  arrested  for  stealing  from  our  rooms,  has 
been  reclaimed,  restored  to  his  family,  secured  employment,  and 
is  now  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches  in  this  city.  But  I  am 
unable  to  recount  the  many  instances  which  are  constantly  occur- 
ring. G.  A.  H. 

[Prayer  meetings  of  T.  M.  C.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Ministering  to  the  Sick  and  tlie  Stranger.—"  A  young 
man,  sick  with  the  consumption,  and  without  means,  was  assisted 
in  reaching  his  home.  He  wrote  to  us  from  a  dying-bod, '  I  can 
only  thank  you  again  and  again,  and  say,  God  bless  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  1' 

"  Recently  a  stranger,  out  of  employment,  came  into  our  rooms. 
A  situation  was  obtained  for  him,  and  a  cordial  invitation  given 
him  to  attend  our  meetings.  He  has  since  sought  and  found  the 
Saviour."  [Y-  M.  C.  A.,  Cleveland,  O. 


ttjiusiioit    gratocr 

OF  TIIE  WASHINGTON  CONVENTION. 
(CONTINUED.) 


Wokk  for  CHRIST.— "  We  need  to  leave  off  asking  to  have  the 
Gospel  comfort  us ;  Wl,  instead  of  that,  should  ask  to  have  it  task 
us.  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  dot  we  should  ask.  Keep 
very  busy  in  God's  service.  Visit  the  poor  and  afflicted.  Or  saw 
wood  or  dig  potatoes — any  thing ;  only  don't  be  unoccupied.  Go 
to  all  the  meetings,  to  meet  Christ  and  his  people  there.'  Cultivate 
a  more  lowly,  reverent,  tender,  appreciative  feeling  toward  your 
fellow-men.  Love  them  all,  and  be  grateful  for  their  fellowship. 
Banish  illusive  estimates  of  past  happiness.  Fudge !  that  old 
Past,  which  cheats  us  so  with  its  proud  airs,  was  no  great  affair 
in  reality.  We  were  restless  then ;  and  if  we  are  better  Christians 
now  than  we  were  then,  we  are  better  off." — W.  (Jraig. 


XII.  Question. — Would  you  recommend  a  similar  campaign  in 
Michigan  as  was  conducted  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and  how 
shall  it  be  inaugurated  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  K.  A.  Burnett. — In  the  first  place,  Mr.  M.  S. 
Crosby  and  a  few  of  you  should  get  together;  then  come  to  feel 
this  thing  must  be  done.  Then  pray  for  faith  not  to  be  diverted 
from  your  purpose.  As  to  Michigan,  it  ought  to  have  had  it  be- 
fore. I  believe  every  State  represented  on  this  floor  ought  to 
have  it.  In  Pennsylvania  they  sent  Mr.  Sankey,  who  will  sing  to 
you,  for  20  days'  singing  through  that  State,  and  the  best  worker 
in  those  meetings  was  his  singing. 

Question. — Did  you  establish  many  new  associations  in  Ohio? 

Answer. — Several  associations,  in  consequence  of  our  work.  Our 
design  was  twofold :  (1)  to  go  where  there  were  associations,  in  order 
to  revive  them,  and  (2)  to  establish  new  ones. 

Question. — Associations  started  in  this  way,  7tow  do  you  think 
they  will  hold  out  after  the  excitement  is  over  t 

Answer. — I  have  heard  of  three  or  four  doing  well.  We  aim  to 
keep  away  from  excitement  as  much  as  possible.  This  thing  can 
be  carried  forward  without  excitement.  We  would  give  notice 
beforehand.  We  ought  to  have  posters  and  advertisements  in  the 
newspapers,  and  more  preparation.  Each  place  should  pay  their 
quota  of  the  expenses. 

XIII.  Question. — When  would  you  strike  out  the  names  of  un- 
faithful members  t 

Answer  by  K.  A.  Burnett.— I  think  we  are  not  frank  enough 
with  the  members  of  the  association.  We  are  not  churches.  We 
have  no  discipline  of  that  sort.  When  there  is  a  man  in  our  asso- 
ciation who  misrepresents  the  blessed  cause  we  love,  I  think  we 
ought  to  say  so  to  him.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  do  it  I  have 
been  pained  in  my  travels  very  much  to  find  men  who  seemed  to 
make  a  great  display  on  some  occasions,  but  who  unfortunately 
misrepresented  our  work. 

XIV.  A  delegate  wants  to  know  wliat  plan  President  Wanamaker 
thinks  most  efficient  for  making  live,  willing  workers  out  of  nomi- 
nally but  not  practically  active  members  t 

Answer  by  Mr.  W. — Get  them  to  give  something ;  make  them 
do  something.  Put  them  in  a  committee  with  warm-hearted 
workers.  Tell  them  what  you  do  it  for,  and  make  the  place  red- 
hot  for  them.  (Laughter.)  They  will  get  so  uncomfortable  that 
they  will  turn  round  and  take  a  new  track.  If  this  fails,  be  sure 
and  bring  them  to  the  convention. 

XV.  Question.— Is  it  Scriptural,  and  slwuld  Christian*  buy  and 
read  secular  newspapers  on  the  Sabbath  t 

Answer  by  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Piker.— I  do  not  think  that  question 
needs  to  be  answered  in  this  convention.  No  man  with  the  word 
of  God  in  his  hands,  and  calling  himself  a  disciple  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  can  violate  the  law  of  God  by  any  aid  he  gives  to  the 
circulation  of  secular  newspapers  on  the  Lord's  day. 

XVI.  Question. — The  best  way  to  get  an  association  building  T 
Answer  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  Indianapolis. — I  think  the 

very  best  foundation  is  to  do  some  good  Christian  work  before  we 
attempt  to  get  a  building.  We  can  do  that  without  a  building, 
and  when  we  have  done  this  and  done  it  effectually,  the  people  of 
the  town  or  city  in  which  we  are  will  be  ready  to  help  us.  Then 
when  we  have  the  good  feeling  of  our  people,  go  to  work,  and 
raise  subscriptions.  Have  it  understood  that  every  dollar  that  goes 
into  the  building  belongs  to  the  association  ;  that  the  association 
shall  control  it,  and  shall  reap  the  benefit  from  it ;  that  it  shall  be 
in  every  sense  an  association  building.  And  only  by  earnest,  faith- 
ful effort,  continued  day  by  day,  week  by  week,  and  month  by 
month,  can  this  he  accomplished,  with  the  earnest  prayers  of  the 
faithful  workers  of  the  association.  This  is  our  experience  In 
Indianapolis. 
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NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

|3P~  For  this  department  we  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  all  our 
Associations.  Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially 
welcome : 

1.  New  features  In  the  work  , 

2.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  Incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  hare  been  achieved . 
tiff**  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  our  office  before  tho  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  such  number  appears. 

ASSOCIATION   DIRECTORY. 
We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Commercial  Bank  Bonding.  Nashua,  N.  H.  Fisher's  BloSk,  Main  St. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  ISO  w.  Baltimore  St. 
Bellefbntc  Pa.  Bush's  Arcade. 
Bethlehem,  Pa,  Main  St. 
Boston.  Mass..  Treraont  St. 
Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  80  and  82  Fulton  Ave. 
Brooklyn,  E.  D.,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St. 
Buffalo.  N.  T.,  819  Main  St. 


New-Brunswlck,  N.  J.,  54  Church  St 
Newark,  N.  J.,  677  Broad  St. 
New-Haven,  Cliapel  and  Orange  Sts. 
New-Orleans,  La.,  83  Camp  St. 
New-York,  Fourth  Ave.  *  Twenty-third  St. 
Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 
Philadelphia,  1310  Chestnut  St. 


Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  Prince  A  Orafton  Sts.Plttsburg,  Pa.,  Perm.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St. 


Chicago,  III.,  Farwell  Hall. 
Cincinnati,  0„  203  Tine  St. 
Cleveland,  0.,  79  Public  Square. 
Columbia,  S.  C.  National  Bank  Building. 
Dayton,  0.,  63  Mam  St. 
Detroit,  IS  and  18  Merrill  Block. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  SO  Canal  St. 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  22  Klnx  St.,  East. 
Harrlsburg,  Pa.,  College  block. 
Halifax.  N.  S.,  18$  Holus  St. 
Hartford,  Ct.,  (W.  C.  A.,)  2t  Pearl  St. 
Indianapolis,  Ind..  No*.  39-35  N.  Illinois  St. 
Janesvllle,  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St. 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrknac  Sts. 


Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Casco  Sts. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Congress  St. 
Poughkeepsle,  N.  Y.,  Main  and  Market  Sts. 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  1806  Washington  St. 
San  Francisco,  Cal„  232  Sutter  St. 
Scranton,  Pa.,  43ft  Lackawanna  Ave. ' 
Sclma,  Ala.  48  Broad  St. 
St.  John,  N.  B_  Charlotte  and  Union  Sts. 
St.  Catharine's,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  A  Ontario  Sts. 
St.  Louis,  Mo.i  809  North  Fifth  St, 
Tldioute,  Pa.  Main  ft  Depot  Sts. 
Toledo,  <).,  15  Hartford  Block. 
Toronto,  Ont.  34  King  St.,  East. 
Tamaqua,  Pa.  Broad  and  Centre  Sts. 


Lynn.  Mass.,  Oxford  St.  near  Central  Ave.  Washington,  D.  C„  Ninth  and  D  St*. 
Madison,  wis.,  Plnckney  St.  "  Cot'd.  Aaso..  1830  K  St.  N.  W . 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  over  Post-office.  Worcester,  Mass.,  Chasm's  Block,  Pearl  St. 

Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts.  Zanesvllle,  0.,  136  Main  St. 

ABROAD. 
Dublin,  Ireland,  54  Upper  Sackvllle  St.  London,  165  Aldertgate  St. 

Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.  Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 

Liverpool,  44  Kensuaw  St.  Paris,  France,  160  Rue.Montmartre. 


Meriden,  Ct,  West. 15,000 

Newark.N.J 60,000 

Newtown.N.Y 6,000 

New-Utrecht,  N.Y. 5,000 


BUILDINGS  AND  BUILDING-FUNDS. 

By  the  aid  of  the  reports  lately  sent  in  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee we  make  out  the  following  list  of  the  buildings  owned  by 
various  associations,  and  of  the  funds  which  are  being  accumulated 
by  others : 

BUILDINGS. 

Place.  Value.  Place.  Value. 

Aurora,  M tUl.OOOlNow-York  City 2500,000 

Bethlehem,  Pa 25,000  New-York  City  (German)..  .        20  000 

Bcverly.N.J 8,8001Omaha,Neh..   .. 6  000 

Chelsea,  Mass ».4O0iPhlladelphla,  Pa 116  000 

Cleveland,  0 80,000  Rockport.  Mass 8  500 

Dunbar,  Pa l,000|^an  Francisco,  Cal 125  000 

Indianapolis,  Ind 80,000  8h.oreb.am,  Vt. 2,000 

Turtle  Creek,  Pa 2,500 

Sprlngdale,0 8,000 

'•nicago 895,000 

Washington,  D.  C 200,000 

BUILDING   FUNDS. 

Place.                            Bundt.  Place.                            Fmd*. 

Amsterdam.  N.  T $1,600  Montreal,  Canada 230.000 

Alpena,  Mick 1,000  New-Brunswick,  N.J 8,400 

Auhnm,  Me 2.800  New-London,  Ct 1.186 

Anburn,N.Y 1 ,500  North  Shore.  S.  1 7600 

llaltlmore,  Md 90,000  Painesville,  0 600 

Bedford,  Mo 60  Peoria,  111.. ""  10 

Bidderord,  Mo 60  Ptctou,  N.  Scotia *  1.400 

Boston, Mass  85,000  Plantsvillc,  Ct "" 

Brooklyn,  N.Y 75,000  Poughkeepsle,  N.Y 6.600 

Brlstol,R.I «,S008alem,0 6O00 

Baffalo.N.Y 1,476  Schenectady,  N.  Y  22,600 

Cape  John,  N.  Scotia 96  8U  Catharine's,  Ont 400 

Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I 5.000  St.  John, N   B 98*) 

Cincinnati,  0 10,000:nt.  Louis,  Mo 20000 

Detroit,Mlch  10,000  Tldioute.  Pa.,  (slot.) 9.800 

FltchbnrR,  Mass 875  Toledo,  O 10,000 

flreen  Point,  L.  1 660  Toronto,  Ont 15,000 

Halifax,  N.S 4.000  Truro,  N.  Scotia 1,400 

Ipswich.N.H MOlWarren.  0 6000 

Manchester.  N.  H BOOjWewtcrly,  It.  1 600 

Minneapolis,  Minn 600]  Weston.  Vt  145 

Mnntclalr,  N  J SOOiWcst-Klver  N.  Scotia.'. '.".'.  400 

MouutJoy.Pa 2,000  Yarmouth,  N.  Scotia '  6,000 


THE    MAY  CAMPAIGN    IN    PENNSYLVANIA. 

A  SERIES  OF  CONVENTIONS— BESULT8  ACHIEVED. 

The  following  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  John  Morrow,  ol 
Pittsburgh,  gives  an  instructive  account  of  the  tour  made  through 
Pennsylvania  In  the  month  of  May,  by  a  delegation  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  under  the  auspice*  of  the  State  Executive  Committee. 
Mr.  Morrow  was  a  member  of  the  delegation  throughout  the 
tour: 

Now  that  a  couple  of  months  or  more  have  elapsed  since  the 
series  of  district  conventions  were  held  in  Pennsylvania,  we  can 
judge  to  some  extent  of  the  results  attained  and  the  permanency 
of  the  impressions  left  in  the  places  visited.  It  is  my  purpose, 
then,  as  one  of  the  delegation  who  made  the  entire  tour,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  readers  of  the  Monthly  a  brief  account  of  the  trip, 
the  difficulties  met,  the  impressions  left  in  the  points  visited  and 
on  the  delegation,  and  the  results,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 
The  trip  was  arranged  by  the  chairman  of  the  State  Executive 
Committee,  after  consultation  with  other  members  of  that  Com- 
mittee and  some  of  the  workers  in  the  State.  The  places  were 
selected  with  reference  to  their  proximity  to  direct  lines  of  travel, 
and  the  want  felt  for  such  conventions.  Many  places  were  re- 
jected only  because  they  could  not  be  reached  without  a  day  or 
more  being  wholly  given  to  travel.  This  was  as  much  regretted 
by  the  Committee  as  by  the  longing,  Christian  men  who  besought 
us  to  come. 

The  time  occupied  was  from  April  29th  till  May  23d,  and  every 
day  given  to  labor.  The  places  visited  were  fifteen  in  number— 
Burgettstown,  Unionstown,  Johnstown,  Newcastle,  Mercer,  Erie, 
Warren,  Bellefonte,  Williamsport,  Tamaqua,  Mauch  Chunk! 
Easton,  Beading,  Lancaster,  and  York.  Mauch  Chunk  was  not 
down  in  our  programme,  but  having  a  day  to  spare,  we  spent  it 
there  pleasantly  and  profitably. 

The  expenses  were  met  by  the  associations  visited,  each  one  pro- 
viding accommodations  for  the  delegation  while  with  them,  and 
defraying  their  expenses  to  the  next  place  of  meeting. 

27te  difficulties  met  were  many,  speaking  from  a  worldly  stand, 
point,  but  from  a  Christian,  few.  First,  there  was  the  indifference 
of  Christians  in  respect  to  our  work,  and  in  some  cases,  their  op. 
position.  Next,  we  found,  as  was  natural,  a  half- wondering  sort 
of  feeling  what  we  would  do,  and  how  act,  in  places  where  few 
or  no  such  meetings  had  been  held  before.  Of  course  this  result- 
ed in  inactivity  on  their  part,  and  made  it  necessary  for  us  to 
awaken  and  maintain  an  interest  until  they  were  roused  to  take 
a  part.  Then  there  was  the  dread  and  jealousy  of  each  other 
among  the  several  denominations.  But  what  seemed  the  great- 
est difficulty  at  the  start  was  the  insufficiency  of  the  delegates 
for  such  a  work.  This  was  deeply  felt  by  themselves.  This  dif- 
ficulty met  in  tire  only  true  way,  a  sure  and  safe  victory  over 
all  the  others  was  comparatively  easy.  In  Jesus'  name  we  went 
to  each  place,  in  his  name  we  carried  on  the  meetings,  warned 
sinners  in  the  house  and  in  the  open  air,  in  his  name  shook  hands 
with  all,  and  by  his  strength  were  enabled  to  heartily  enjoy  the 
work  and  the  society  of  all ;  and  so  through  Christ  Jesus  these 
difficulties  were  all  met  and  overcome. 

Among  the  lessons  learned,  the  following  may  be  named  :  1st. 
There  are  believers  in  every  town  and  city  who  need  but  the 
warm,  Christian  grasp  of  the  hand,  and  encouraging  word,  to  set 
them  to  work  with  energy.  2d.  Nothing  in  the  intercourse  of 
Christians  with  each  other  to-day  is  more  needed  than  the  feeling 
— "  I  expert  to  meet  and  greet  you  warmly  in  heaven,  so  I  am 
going  to  commence  here  and  now."  3d.  Tho  membership  of  the 
Christian  church  is  sadly  at  fault  in  the  necessary  personal  inter- 
course with  Jesus  Christ,  and  consequently  are  cold  and  idle. 
4th.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  must  be  decidedly  more  Christian  in  the  ac 
tion  of  its  individual,  members  as  well  as  in  its  orgaxizpd  c\. 
pacity,  if  the  object  in  view  is  reached.  5th.  The  men  we  engage 
to  advance  the  cause  before  the  world  and  the  Church  must  not 
be  bunglers,  must  think  and  study  men  and  thoir  Bibles,  must  be 
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able  to  chow  by  their  lives,  as  much  or  more  than  by  their  words, 
that  they  labor  for  Christ  fed  his  Church,  and  not  against  either. 

The  impressions  left  at  the  time  upon  pastors  and  Christian 
people  were  invariably  good  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  their  ex- 
pression in  word  and  manner,  and  the  results  since ;  while  some 
of  the  world  were  led  to  Christ  and  others  received  seed,  it  is 
hoped  on  good  ground.  Good  results  were  especially  noticeable 
at  Uniontown,  Johnstown,  Erie,  Warren,  Bellfonte,  Tamaqua, 
Lancaster,  and  York.  The  open-air  meetings  were  successful 
everywhere,  and  invariably  attracted  the  best  attention.  Meet- 
ings for  tiie  children  were  held  in  eight  towns.  These  proved  so 
good  we  cannot  avoid  asking  that  great  attention  be  paid  to  such 
meetings  in  all  such  tours  hereafter.  Especially  at  Erie,  Belle- 
fonte,  Warren,  and  York,  were  the  children  out  in  large  numbers 
and  their  delight  manifest.  At  the  three  last-named  towns  the 
school  principals  brought  the  children  to  a  suitable  place,  and 
with  the  teachers  countenanced  the  meeting.  This  was  also  the 
case  at  Mercer.  In  Tamaqua  we  met  the  Sabbath-schools  in  a 
grove,  and  had  decidedly  the  best  meeting  of  the  kind  we  ever 
attended.  From  nearly  all  the  places  visited,  earnest  entreaties 
come  for  another  contention  toon. 

Encouraging  results  hate  been  reported  to  me  from  many  places 
since  the  contentions. 

At  Burgettstoten  the  members  of  the  associations  were  revived, 
and  have  taken  more  interest  in  the  work.  The  people  of  the 
surrounding  country,  whose  prejudices  were  not  strong  enough 
to  keep  them  away,  are  now  posted  better  in  our  work  and  are 
in  more  sympathy  with  us  than  formerly.  This  is  a  village  in  a 
rich  farming  neighborhood.  In  Unimstown  the  results  are  es- 
pecially good.  The  Christian  ladies  have  organized  and  divided 
themselves  in  pairs  for  visitation  of  families,  and  are  now  very 
actively  engaged  in  the  temperance  work.  Meetings  then  com- 
menced in  the  jail  and  other  public  institutions  are  kept  up  by 
members  of  the  association.  In  Johnstown  the  pastors  and  mem- 
bers of  the  churches  are  much  more  interested  in  the  association. 
They  have  new  rooms  here,  and  their  meetings  are  very  well  at. 
tended.  At  Newcastle  professors  of  religion  especially  were  deep- 
ly moved  and  blessed.  We  had  only  a  one-day  meeting  here. 
They  want  another  and  a  more  lengthy  one,  promising  an  attend- 
ance of  as  many  more.  At  Williamsport  only  a  day  was  spent, 
but  the  president  reports  that  the  association  has  a  better  status 
than  before,  and  that  the  visit  will  long  be  remembered.  From 
Tamaqua  we  have  the  following  encouraging  words :  "  You  have 
left  a  good  impression  in  Tamaqua.  Would  to  God  such  meet- 
ings could  be  held  often  here,  and  wherever  there  is  room  to 
work.  The  Convention  has  filled  our  association  with  new  en- 
ergy." Besides  this,  we  learn  of  many  additions  from  the  young 
men  of  the  churches,  more  interest  among  the  people  and  the 
children,  and  a  general  feeling  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  such  a 
meeting.  From  Reading,  the  worthy  and  efficient  president 
writes  of  excellent  impressions  and  results.  The  people  were 
much  interested  in  the  open-air  meetings;  the  clergymen  show 
much  more  sympathy  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  the  member*  of 
the  association  have  been  stimulated.  He  concludes  by  saying: 
"  Be  encouraged  in  this  work,  my  dear  friend,  and  rest  assured, 
it  pays."  "  The  effect  in  Lancaster  has  been  very  good.  The 
open-air  meetings  are  continued  with  increased  interest,  and  the 
mass  of  the  membership  of  those  churches  willing  to  engage  in 
united  work,  give  their  countenance  to  them.  The  young  men 
of  the  association  are  being  brought  out  rapidly."  "  Attendance 
on  the  daily  prayer-meeting  is  increased,  and  encouragement  of 
every  necessary  kind  from  different  quarters  of  the  city  leads  us 
to  say, '  God  bless  you,  dear  brethren.' " 

In  tho  conclusion  of  this  report,  I  say  from  my  heart  that  no 
more  beneficial  work  can  lie  undertaken  by  tho  State  Executive 
'Committees  than  the  inauguration  and  successful  conduct  of  sim- 
ilar touro  in  every  State.  John  Monuow. 


More  of  the  Hewitts  in  Tamaqua.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  in  Tamaqua,  Mr.  J.  W.  Abbott,  writes : 

"  Our  association  was  organized  last  January ;  twenty-five  names 
were  then  enrolled.  Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  B.  L.  Fethe- 
rolf,  we  were  allowed  the  use  of  his  room,  rent  free,  for  nearly 
three  months.  We  have  had  to  contend  with  the  obstacles  and 
prejudices  existing  in  almost  every  community  in  regard  to 
Christian  associations,  not  only  among  the  worldly,  but  often- 
times among  Christian  people ;  but  notwithstanding  the  indiffer- 
ence and  prejudice  existing,  we  have,  by  God's  blessing,  met 
with  a  good  degree  of  success. 

"  The  visit  to  our  place  last  May  of  Messrs.  Cree,  Buraell,  Mor- 
row, and  Sankey,  has  been  productive  of  much  good.  The  meet- 
ings were  largely  attended,  and  a  most  excellent  feeling  prevailed. 
Nothing  has  contributed  so  much  to  the  advancement  of  oar 
cause  as  this  visit.  We  have  since  established  open-air  ser- 
vices on  Sdbbath  afternoons,  which  have  been  regularly  sustained. 
It  was  with  much  anxiety  that  we  initiated  these  meetings,  but, 
by  God's  blessing,  we  have  been  enabled  to  continue  them  and 
hope  to  do  so  until  cold  weather  sets  in. 

"  We  removed  to  our  new  and  pleasant  room  on  the  first  of  this 
month  (August). 

"  We  believe  that  our  association  is  now  firmly  established, 
that  we  have  Christians  connected  with  it  (among  them  three  of 
our  ministers)  who  are  determined,  with  God's  blessing,  to  make 
it  permanently  useful." 

A  Building  Fund  for  Alpena,  Mich.  Mr.  F.  D.  Tay- 
lor, of  Detroit,  Mich.,  writes :  "  The  first  anniversary  meeting  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Alpena,  held  at  the  Congregational  Church,  on 
Sunday  evening,  July  9th,  partly  in  the  interests  of  a  building 
fund  for  the  association,  gave  our  members  there  much  encour- 
agement. At  an  adjourned  meeting  about  $1000  was  subscribed, 
and  a  lot  was  donated  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  for  their  building,  pro- 
vided the  sum  of  $3500  could  be  raised.  Alpena  is  one  of  the 
new  lake  towns  of  Michigan,  and  Christian  young  men  there 
seem  determined  to  push  their  work  with  an  energy  and  seal 
that  shall  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  their  young  city.  They 
are  alive  to  the  necessity  of  having  a  building  of  their  own,  and 
are  greatly  encouraged  at  so  prosperous  a  beginning." 

Hie  Anniversary  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  took  place  some 
weeks  ago.    In  his  report  the  President,  M.  H.  Sargent,  said : 

"Not  a  single  Sabbath  morning  has  been  allowed  to  pass 
without  finding  Christian  young  men  on  the  wharves,  distributing 
tracts,  and  with  the  tracts  giving  a  word  of  counsel  and  advice. 
Not  a  week  when  the  prayer-meetings  in  Mission  Hall  have 
not  been  sustained  by  the  young  men. 

"  Out-door  gatherings  every  Sabbath  during  the  summer,  attracted 
a  crowd  of  those  who  never  enter  a  church,  while  from  the  houses 
in  the  vicinity  a  curious  company  have  peered  forth  at  the  strange 
sight,  and  listened  to  the  words,  strange  to  them,  of  Jesus  and 
his  love. 

"Weekly  meetings  in  the  city  almshouse  have  been  held,  where 
many  a  poor  soul  has  found  the  pillow  softer  and  the  way  bright- 
er, as  our  young  men  have  told  the  old,  old  story. 

'  Meetings  every  teeek  on  board  the  Beceiving^hip  Ohio,  where 
wicked  men  swore,  vile  men  sneered  and  doubters  scoffed,  have 
been  held  in  a  narrow,  confined  cabin  where,  though  each  sailor 
seemed  to  sing  a  different  tone,  there  was  some  true  melody  in 
the  heart  toward  God. 

'  Our  active,  working  members  have  been  no  leas  active  in  their 
own  churches,  being  always  ready  and  eager  for  every  good 
work.  Will  the  business-men  of  this  city,  whose  sons  will  either 
bo  honorable,  useful  citizens,  or  a  pest  to  any  city,  help  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  to  place  arms  of  love  about  their  sons,  by  supplying  us  with 
noceseary  funds?" 
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A  Few  Christian  Young  Men,  in  earnest,  ought  to  start 
an  Association  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  A  subscriber  in  that  city 
writes :  "I  am  sorry  to  say  that  there  is  not  enough  Tife  in  the 
people  of  our  beautiful  city  to  support  a  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  among  us.  Twice  has  the  attempt  been  unsuccess- 
fully made.  The  last  time  we  seemed  sure  of  success.  We  had 
a  nice  room,  well  furnished,  and  also  a  reading-room  with  a  good, 
ly  number  of  papers,  but  for  some  reason  or  other  it  fell  through. 
We  had  upward  of  eighty  members,  but  all  seemed  unable  to 
attend  the  meetings." 

Work  of  Extension  in  tlie  State  of  New-York— The 
Agent  of  the  Executive  Committee — A  Fruitful  Tour 
Of  Visitation.  The  Executive  Committee  for  the  associations 
of  New- York,  previous  to  the  approaching  convention  at  Utica> 
(September  12th  and  14th,)  have  been  active  in  awakening  a  gen- 
eral interest  in  the  work.  An  admirable  circular  has*een  issued 
calling  the  attention  of  thoughtful  Christians  in  every  commu- 
nity to  the  work  undertaken  for  young  men  by  our  associations, 
and  urging  the  formation  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  wherever  members  of  the 
various  churches  can  be  associated  for  effort  in  this  direction. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  coming  convention,  and  delegates  from 
every  section  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present. 

A  special  agent,  Mr.  George  W.  Leonard,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  engaged  for  several  weeks  in  visiting,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee,  various  associations  and  places  where  no  such  organ- 
izations exist,  with  a  view  to  deepening  and  extending  the  inter- 
est felt  in  the  work.  Several  letters  from  Mr.  Leonard  have 
been  sent  us,  and  from  them  we  cull  the  interesting  information 
given  below  : 

The  tour  of  Mr.  Leonard  was  carefully  marked  out  in  consultation 
with  the  Committee.  The  method  pursued  in  each  case  where  no 
association  existed,  was  to  visit  first  the  various  pastors,  bring 
them  if  possible  together,  explain  the  work  to  them,  and  se- 
cure from  them  access  to  the  Christian  young  of  the  churches. 
Then  these  young  men  were  visited,  a  meeting  of  them  called 
and  measures  concerted  for  the  organization  of  an  association. 
Their  attention  was  also  called  to  the  approaching  convention, 
and  the  promise  of  a  good  delegation  secured. 

At  Owego  Mr.  Leonard  reports  the  association  at  work  with 
150  members  and  20  associate  members,  an  average  daily  attend- 
ance of  20  at  the  reading-room,  and  8  mission  Sunday-schools. 
A  branch  association  and  reading-room  are  maintained  in  a  small 
town,  five  miles  distant,  where  a  Christian  gentleman  who  em- 
ploys some  40  young  men  in  a  tannery,  asked  them  to  come,  and 
himself  assisted  them  to  a  room,  and  in  all  their  work. 

At  Geneva  an  association  was  found,  but  a  new  interest  was 
excited  by  visiting  many  not  yet  active  in  its  support,  and  we 
hope  to  meet  at  Utica  a  large  delegation  from  this  place. 

At  Cazenovia  the  four  pastors  took  an  active  part  in  encour- 
aging the  work  of  organizing  an  association.  Christian  young 
men  were  interested,  and  a  good  beginning  was  made. 

At  Canastota  similar  success  was  experienced.  A  Young 
Men's  Weekly  Amen  Prayer-meeting,  which  had  been  suffered  to 
die  out  was  revived,  and  delegates  to  Utica  Convention  were 
promised. 

At  Oneida  some  twenty  active  Christian  young  men  were 
visited,  and  met  together.  A  union  meeting  was  decided  on,  and 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  take  the  matter  in  charge,  to  delib- 
erate about  the  organization  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  to  prosecute 
in  some  manner  the  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  A  delegation  was 
also  elected  to  attend  the  Utica  Convention. 

Writing  under  date  of  August  14th,  from  Oswego,  Mr.  Leonard 

Bays: 

•'  Meetings  were  held  in  six  of  the  nine  places  visited  where 

there  are  no  associations,  and  in  four  of  those  great  interest  was 

manifested  not  only,  but  steps  taken  then  and  there  toward  the 

organization  of  associations,  and  everywhere  the  brethren  give 


every  encouragement  that  they  will  hereafter  be  more  faithful,  in 
many  instances  pledging  themselves'  to  remember  their  Saviour 
daily  in  a  few  moments'  earnest,  personal  effort  to  draw  some 
young  man  from  the  world  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  Christ." 

Of  the  Association  in  Jersey  City,  the  death  of  which 
was  so  prematurely  announced  a  few  months  ago,  the  Jersey  City 
Times  says : 

"  The  activity  and  zeal  manifested  by  the  officers  of  this  asso- 
ciation is  a  source  of  sincere  gratification.  The  energy  of  the 
present  presiding  officer,  Mr.  Clerihew,  is  warmly  supported  by 
the  different  committees.  That  of  Ways  and  Means  has  succeed- 
ed in  relieving  the  society  from  present  financial  embarrassment, 
and  the  close  of  the  present  fiscal  year  will  probably  see  the  as- 
sociation entirely  free  from  debt. 

"  The  Devotional  Committee  are  untiring  in  their  efforts,  and  are 
meeting  with  unparalleled  success.  Every  Sabbath  morning  the 
docks,  hospital,  and  the  city  prison  are  visited,  tracts  and  papers 
freely  distributed,  and  idlers  of  all  classes  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend religious  services  in  the  afternoon.  Yesterday  (Sunday, 
July  23d),  they  held  meetings  in  four  different  parts  of  the  city. 
The  first  we  noticed  was  that  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  association 
at  half-past  four  p.m.,  which  was  well  attended,  every  seat  in 
the  room  being  occupied.  At  the  same  hour  an  outdoor  meeting 
was  held  at  Hamilton  Square,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Cler- 
ihew. The  congregation  numbered  over  a  thousand,  and  were  ad. 
dressed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ebaugh,  whose  remarks  were  received  with 
attention  and  without  any  interruption  or  rowdyism.  The  same 
applies  to  another  out-door  .meeting  held  at  Lafayette,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Herbert  Quaife,  and  which  was  addressed  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Ashford. 

"  The  fourth  meeting  was  that  inaugurated  at  the  hospital.  The 
convalescent  were  congregated  in  one  of  the  wards  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  the  exercises  were  conducted  by  Mr.  Hunt,  assisted  by 
Judge  Randolph,  Dr.  Cozad,  and  others  of  the  Devotional  Com- 
mittee. Much  interest  was  manifested  in  this  meeting,  and  the 
efforts  of  the  committee  in  establishing  regular  weekly  meetings 
at  this  place  is  warmly  seconded  by  the  Matron,  the  Warden,  and 
the  Board  of  Physicians." 


Colored  Y.  M.  C.A.  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  "  Our  asso- 
ciation has  been  doing  more  active  work  since  January  than  at 
any  time  in  our  whole  history  of  the  last  five  years.  We  are 
carrying  on  two  mission  Sabbath-schools  in  the  east  and  west 
parts  of  the  city.  Both  are  growing  larger  every  week.  At  our 
last  monthly  meeting,  we  elected  from  eighteen  to  twenty  new 
members.  The  Committee  on  Visitation  of  the  Sick  is  doing  a 
great  deal  of  good  in  the  hospital  and  among  the  poor,  and  have 
met  with  much  encouragement  from  the  people.  Our  prayer- 
meetings  are  successful,  and  the  debating  class  is  also  doing 
well.  Our  Second  State  Convention  will  be  held  here  on  August 
24th,  25th,  and  26th,  and  it  is  thought  will  be  larger  than  last 
year's.  H.  W.  Thomas,  President. 

Open- Air  Services  at  Dayton,  O.  A  correspondent  writes 
from  Dayton,  Ohio :  "  We  commenced  these  services  the  first  Sab- 
bath in  June,  in  our  beautiful  city  park,  close  besides  the  cool- 
ing fountain,  a  constant  reminder  of  the  fountain  of  Living 
Water,  of  which  if  a  man  drink  he  shall  never  thirst  again.'  The 
attendance  for  the  month  has  been  good,  varying  from  1000  to  2000 
persons,  who  have  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  exercises. 

"  The  audience  is  composed  of  all  classes  and  conditions  of  so- 
ciety, many  of  whom  do  not  attend  religious  services  elsewhere. 
The  young  men  of  the  Association  gather  close  about  the  speaker, 
leading  in  the  singing,  and  inviting  the  audience  to  join,  and 
while  the  speaker  presents  Christ  as  the  "  only  name  under  heav- 
en given  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved,"  silent  prayer 
goes  up  from  Christian  hearts  for  Clod's  blessing  upon  the  seed 
sown,  that  it  may  foil  into  good  ground,  take  root,  spring  up  and 
bring  forth  fruit  to  the  glory  of  (Jod.'^ed  by  Vj 
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JTeivs  of  Associations. 


Summer  Work  in  Washington,  D.  C.  "  We  are  pe- 
culiarly favored  in  our  city  with  a  band  of  workers  of  the  class 
that  heat  does  not  enervate  in  their  work  for  Jesus.  We  are  en- 
couraged by  the  result  of  the  special  efforts  we  make  in  the  sum 
mer.  The  daily  open-air  services  are  well  attended.  While  many 
of  the  large  churches  are  closed  during  the  extreme  heat,  we  hold 
Sabbath-evening  services  in  Lincoln  Hall,  in  our  building.  For 
two  months  past,  every  service  has  been  marked  by  unusual  in- 
terest. The  noon-day  and  six-o'clock  meetings  have  each  been 
blessed  seasons  to  many  souIb.  In  nearly  all  of  them  some  special 
cases  of  interest  have  been  brought  before  the  meeting,  and  some 
very  clear  cases  of  conversion  have  occurred. 

"  The  convention  was  a  great  blessing  to  our  city,  and  aided  us 
much  in  our  hold  upon  the  people.  Gen.  Howard,  and  our  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  F.  H.  Smith,  have  been  at  work  in  an  effort  to  clear  off 
the  floating  debt  of  $30,000  upon  our  building,  and  have  succeeded 
in  raising  $26,000  from  our  citizens. 

"  By  invitation  from  the  Methodists  of  the  district,  twenty-two  of 
our  yonng  men  went  to  the  district  camp-meeting  and  opened  a 
T.  M.  C.  A.  tent.  The  blessing  of  God  wonderfully  attended 
their  labors.  A  daily  young  people's  meeting,  and  outside  meetings, 
like  our  open-air  services,  were  held  on  the  Sabbath,  and  many, 
we  know,  were  awakened,  and  some,  we  hope,  were  brought  to 
the  Saviour.  Our  motto  is,  wherever  we  can  help  the  work  of 
the  Master,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  name  under  which  it  is 
carried  on,  we  are  ready  to  help.  Our  neighborhood  meetings  are 
even  larger  and  more  interesting  now  than  in  the  winter  season. 
Some  evenings  our  prayer  room  will  scarcely  hold  the  people, 
even  during  the  hot  midsummer  days.  We  are  full  of  praise  for 
this  interest,  and  more  and  more  we  rejoice  in  the  privilege  of  be- 
ing workers  in  the  vineyard." 

Activity  at  Tidioute,  Pa.— Lot  Secured  for  a  Build 
ing.  The  association  in  Tidioute,  Pa.,  was  organized  November, 
1869,  and  a  well-furnished  reading-room  was  soon  secured.  Several 
prayer-meetings  were  started  during  the  first  year,  with  a  good  at- 
tendance in  all.  "  But,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "  we  made  a  mis- 
take at  the  start,  which  I  will  point  out  for  the  benefit  of  brethren 
who  may  be  organizing  associations.  When  we  were  raising  money, 
we  could  have  secured  the  lot  opposite  our  rented  rooms  for  $1500, 
and  could  have  raised  the  money  very  easily.  We  would  thus 
have  saved  $800,  for  we  bought  the  lot  a  few  weeks  ago  for  $2300. 
If  we  had  waited  one  or  two  weeks  longer,  it  would  have  cost  us 
$2500.  In  a  year  or  two,  we  expect  to  put  up  a  brick  building 
for  our  association." 

After  telling  how  the  barbeisof  the  town  were  induced  to  close 
their  shops  on  Sunday  (as  narrated  in  another  column),  our  cor- 
respondent adds :  "  We  next  tried  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  Day's 
Doing),  Police  Gazette,  and  similar  obnoxious  papers.  We 
prayed  over  the  matter,  and  were  surprised  some  time  after  to 
learn  that  one  of  the  leading  newsdealers,  who  was  moving  into 
a  new 'and  larger  store,  had  determined  to  give  up  the  sale  of 
these  and  other  injurious  papers,  and  promised  to  keep  on  hand 
the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,  and  other  religious  papers. 

"  This  year  we  have  organized  two  Sunday-schools,  one  associ- 
ation, and  hold  three  other  prayer  and  church  services  every 
Sabbath-day.  Our  young  men  are  appointed  every  week  to  go  to 
their  different  fields  of  labor,  some  of  which  are  from  six  to 
twelve  miles  from  here.  We  have  on  our  roll  twenty  real  active 
members,  and  from  two  to  four  go  to  each  place  every  Sabbath. 
A  few  Sabbaths  ago  we  held  an  all-day  meeting  in  one  of  our 
new  fields  of  labor.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  we  received 
a  rich  blessing." 

From  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Mr.  H.  S.  Sterling,  corre- 
sponding member  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  writes : 

"In  our  city  we  are  holding,  in  addition  to  our  noon-day  prayer- 
meeting,  three  others  :  an  open-air  service  Sunday  morning,  at  9 
o'clock,  at  the  depot ;  neighborhood  meeting  in  the  lower  portion 


of  the  city,  and  our  regular  Saturday-evening  meeting.  We  also 
visit  one  of  the  regular  prayer-meetings  of  the  different  churches 
each  week,  joining  them  in  their  usual  service.  Our  object  in 
this  is  to  foster  a  feeling  of  sympathy  between  the  churches  and 
our  association.  The  lack  ot  pastoral  sympathy  and  cooperation 
has  been,  from  the  first,  a  serious  obstacle  in  our  work.  The 
neighborhood  prayer-meeting  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  city  ie 
actively  sustained,  as  many  as  seventy -five  being  often  in  attend 
ance." 


The  Annual  Festival  of  the  Association  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  was  duly  celebrated  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  the  chief  fea- 
ture of  the  entertainment  being  a  dinner  for  which  tickets  were 
sold.  The  proceeds  were  devoted  to  the  expenses  of  the  Associa 
tion.  A  small  sheet,  chiefly  filled  with  advertisements  and  con 
taining  a  notjpe  of  the  festival  and  of  the  work  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A, 
was  also  issued  for  circulation  on  the  occasion. 


At  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  the  organization  of  the  \oung 
Men's  Christian  Association  has  lately  been  revived  by  a  number 
of  young  men.    The  following  officers  were  elected : 

Alvaro  F.  Gibbens,  President ;  George  Davis,  Vice-President ; 
Will.  M.  Kennedy,  Geo.  W.  Atkinson,  Secretaries;  Robert  T. 
Oney,  Treasurer. 


The  Bevival  of  the  'Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Terre  Haute, 
Xnd.,  is  reported  by  Mr.  Robert  Weidensall,  who  continues  ac- 
tively at  work  in  the  West. 


From  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  a  correspondent  writes:  "We 
have  at  last  reestablished  our  prayer-meeting,  secured  new 
rooms,  and,  God  helping,  mean  to  hold  on  and  do  more." 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 


The  Two  Battles  at  Niagara  last  June.  Aiorre 
spondent  writes  from  Toronto,  Ont. :  "Two  battles  were  fought  at 
Niagara  last  June — the  one  by  Canadian  Militia,  numbering  about 
five  thousand,  assembled  for  annual  drill,  against  an  imaginary 
foe,  which  resulted,  according  to  the  newspaper  reports,  in  the 
great  discomfiture  of  the  latter ;  the  other  by  a  handful  oi  the 
soldiers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who,  in  a  fortress  of  canvas, 
waged  warfare  from  day  to  day  against  no  imaginary  foe,  bat 
against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil — fighting  not  tfith 
carnal  but  with  spiritual  weapons.  And  if  Satan  was  defeated 
and  souls  blessed,  unto  God  be  all  the  praise. 

"  Immediately  after  the  formation  of  the  camp  at  Niagara,  Mr. 
T.  J.  Wilkie,  the  secretary  of  the  association  at  Toronto,  Ontario, 
went  over  to  the  ground,  and  having  obtained  the  kind  permission 
of  Adjutant-General  Ross,  erected  a  tent  in  the  midst  of  the 
camp,  and  soon  a  white  banner  floated  from  the  door,  announcing 
it  as  the  Reading-room  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
It  was  a  large  marquee,  and  was  well  supplied  with  Bibles, 
books,  periodicals,  and  the  daily  newspapers,  which  were  gener- 
ously given  by  the  Upper  Canada  Bible  Society,  and  Messrs. 
James  Campbell  &  Son,  of  Toronto.  Pens,  ink,  and  paper  were 
also  furnished  gratis  to  all  who  desired  them,  and  during  the 
whole  time  of  two  weeks  the  tent  was  literally  besieged  by  vol- 
unteers, who  frequently  manifested  their  gratitude  and  the  way 
in  which  they  appreciated  the  conveniences  of  the  place  by  re- 
peated expressions  of  approval. 

"  The  writer  of  this  paper  was  present  but  part  of  the  time, 
but  had  good  opportunities  of  observing  the  work  which  Mr.  Wil- 
kie was  carrying  on.  Two  prayer-meetings  were  held  nearly 
every  day,  sometimes  three,  and  on  Sabbaths  four.  All  these 
meetings  were  well  attended,  the  tent  sometimes  being  very  full, 
and  a  number  unable  to  gain  admission.  Regular  divine  service 
was  held  on  the  hut  Sabbath,  when  an  appropriate  discourse  was 
preached  from  the  history  ol  David  and  Goliath.  On  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  a  crowded  prayer-meeting  testified  to  the  interest 
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the  men  took  in  the  mission.  The  Master  was  indeed  present, 
and  we  trust  that  the  seed  sown  may  be  the  means  of  making 
some  of  those  sturdy  volunteers  of  Canada  enlist  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"Many  thousands  of  tracts  were  scattered  broadcast  up  and 
down  the  camp,  which  were  eagerly  received,  and  a  large  number 
of  Testaments  and  gospels  were  distributed." 


"  The  Association  Monthly,"  writes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Halifax  (N.  S.)  association,  "  is  becoming  a  great  favorite 
with  us,  and  we  trust  next  year  to  extend  its  circulation  much 
more  widely  among  our  members.  Its  thrilling  incidents  of  as- 
sociation and  individual  labor  find  a  response  in  all  our  hearts, 
and  compel  us  to  '  go  and  do  likewise.'  The  aspect  of  '  associa- 
tion' matters  among  us  is  encouraging.  Good  is  being  done,  and 
an  evident  interest  being  awakened  among  some  who  have 
been  inactive  hitherto.  We  are  praying  more,  and  God  is  gra- 
ciously answering  our  prayers." 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.     Mr.  W 

Roche,  Jr.,  of  Halifax,  writes  us :  "  In  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
seventy-four  associations,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  5000. 
Fifty-five  report  a  membership  of  8497.  Nova  Scotia  has  60  ;  New 
Brunswick,  11 ;  and  Prince  Edward's  Island,  3  associations,  mak- 
ing 74  in  all  for  these  three  provinces.  Of  the  members  of  these 
Associations,  673  are  Sunday  school  teachers." 


ABROAD. 


$ii«rarg  |tolts. 


Activity  in  the  City  of  Dublin.  Report  for  the 
Year  1H70.  From  the  Annual  Report,  for  last  year,  of  the 
Association  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  it  appears  that  the  Bible-classes 
on  Sunday  and  Friday  evening*  continue  to  be  the  meetings  of 
first  importance,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work.  "The  average 
attendance  is  very  encouraging,  especially  on  Sunday  evenings, 
when  the  numbers  are  sometimes  more  than  can  be  comfortably 
accommodated.  The  average  for  the  whole  year  was  05,  and  in  all 
nearly  900  different  young  men  have  attended  these  meetings. 

"  Tlte  Devotional  Meeting  is  regularly  held  on  every  Tuesday 
evening,  from  8  to  quarter-past  9  o'  clock.  The  exercises  con- 
sist of  prayer,  praise,  and  a  short  address.  Considering  the 
profitable  character  of  the  meeting,  and  the  valuable  opportunity 
it  affords  members  of  bringing  their  friends  with  them,  we 
could  wish  that  it  were  more  largely  made  use  of,  and  we  earn- 
estly commend  it  to  the  interest  and  sympathies  of  our  members. 

"  The  Prayer-Meetings  at  tlte  rooms  have  been  fairly  attended, 
but  not  so  numerously  as  in  former  years. 

"Our  series  of  /Special  Addresses  in  the  earlier  and  later 
months  of  the  year  have  been  largely  attended  by  the  young  men 
of  the  city.  Nino  meetings  of  this  kind  have  been  held  in  the 
rooms  of  the  association,  at  which  the  average  attendance  was 
150. 

"  The  distribution  of  cards  upon  the  streets,  while  it  imposes 
much  self  denial  upon  those  who  undertake  it,  contributes  largely 
to  our  success.  About  half  an  hour  before  the  Sunday-afternoon 
meeting,  some  five  or  six  of  onr  members  may  be  seen  dropping 
in ;  they  spend  a  few  moments  together  in  prayer,  and  then  go 
forth  each  with  a  handful  of  cards  to  invite  the  young  men  off 
the  streets,  to  come  and  join  us  in  the  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 
Silently  and  respectfully  a  card  is  offered  to  every  young  man 
they  meet.  Many  come  in  and  hear.  Some  come  back  again 
(with  pleasure),  and  thenceforward  become  regular  attendants 
at  the  meetings.  One  incident  which  has  come  under  our  notice 
in  the  post  year  may  be  mentioned  for  the  encouragement  of  our 
brethren.  A  young  man  from  one  of  the  large  houses  of  busi- 
ness came  into  our  Bible- Class  through  getting  a  card  upon  the 
street ;  he  was  convinced  of  sin,  and  after  much  anxiety  found 
joy  and  peace  in  believing.  Since  then,  he  has  been  constant  in 
his  attendance  at  these  meetings,  and  has  from  time  to  time 
brought  others  with  him." 


The  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,  started  with  becoming 
enterprise  a  few  months  ago  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  is 
deservedly  winning  a  high  place  for  itself  among  the  popular  il- 
lustrated papers.  It  belongs  to  a  class  of  periodicals  which  are 
rapidly  growing  in  power  and  influence,  for  they  give  to  the  pen 
and  the  printing-press  the  wonderful  aid  of  the  pencil.  Pictures 
often  attract,  instruct,  and  influence  where  the  printed  word  is  of 
no  avail,  and  the  American  Tract  Society,  in  furnishing  the  public 
with  an  interesting  illustrated  paper,  have  given  the  religious 
press,  in  its  noble  work,  a  new  and  valuable  agency.  We  notice 
that  they  offer  to  send  the  first  three  months  of  the  paper, 
stitched  in  paper  covers,  postpaid  to  any  address,  for  only  fifty 
cents.  This  affords  an  excellent  opportunity  to  all  to  examine 
this  beautiful  illustrated  weekly.  Address,  Illustrated  Christian 
Weekly,  New-York. 

A  Successful  Life  is  the  fitting  title  given  by  its  editor  to  the 
Autobiography  of  Eliashib  Adams.  It  is  "  a  life  not  varied  by  start- 
ling incident  nor  illustrated  by  great  worldly  ambitions  and  suc- 
cesses, but  influenced  and  controlled  by  the  truth  of  God — full  of 
the  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints."  The  record  of  such  a  life  is 
full  of  suggestion  and  practical  instruction.  It  will  be  read  with 
great  interest  by  all  thoughtful  readers,  as  the  story  of  one  who 
lived  a  life  of  rare  Christian  integrity  and  usefulness,  and  the 
light  of  whose  example,  wherever  it  may  penetrate,  will  bring  a 
benediction  with  it. 

A  vebt  convenient  Pockbt  DlCTiONABV  of  the  English  lan- 
guage has  lately  been  abridged  from  Webster's  larger  work,  by 
Messrs.  W.  G.  Webster  and  Wm.  A.  Wheeler.  It  contains 
18,000  well-selected  words,  with  200  engravings.  The  abridg- 
ment and  compend  have  been  made  with  such  care  that  the  vol- 
ume, in  small  12mo  form,  is  a  very  desirable  companion  for  all  to 
whom  access  to  the  larger  work  is  not  easy  or  convenient.  Ivison, 
Blakeman,  Taylor  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  are  the  publishers. 

The  Blockade  of  Fhalbburg,  an  episode  of  the  end  of  the 
Empire,  is  one  of  a  series  of  stories  by  MM.  Erckman  and  Chat- 
rian,  two  French  writers,  who  are  associated  in  performing  the 
tasks  of  authorship.  The  story  of  the  blockade  is  of  historical 
interest,  and  is  admirably  told,  in  a  natural  style.  The  transla- 
tion is  unusually  faithful,  and  the  volume  will  amply  repay  pe- 
rusal. Messrs.  Scribner  &  Co.  have  published  it  in  a  neat  and 
attractive  form. 

*  Among  the  contributors  to  the  English  magazine,  The  Dark 
Blue,  we  notice  the  names  of  Thomas  Hughes,  M.P.,  Pro- 
fessors Blackie  and  Tyndall,  the  Bishop  of  Limerick,  Thomas 
Arnold,  and  other  distinguished  writers.  All  or  any  of  the  num- 
bers may  be  obtained  of  G.  B.  Roys,  823  Broadway. 

That  water  standing  in  lead  pipes  absorbs  a  poisonous  element, 
seems  to  be  attested  by  the  best  scientific  authorities.  A  large 
number  of  careful  statements  from  eminent  men  of  science  on 
this  subject,  and  commending  the  use  of  tin-lined  lead  pipe,  have 
lately  been  gathered  together  in  pamphlet  form  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  this  valuable  pipe,  the  Colwells,  Shaw  &  Wflkrd  Man- 
ufacturing Company. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Abl/ott,  J.  8.  C.    History  of  Frederick  the  Great.    (Harpers.) .$ 

Carlyle,  T.    French  Revolution.    Vols.  S  and  8.    (Scribner.) JO- 

D»  Con  ta,B.F.    The  Hoabite  Stone.    (A.  D..F.  Randolph.) 

David  Lloyd'*  Last  Will.    (A.  D.  F.  Randolph.) TS 

Mount  Washington  in  Winter.    (Chick  A  Andrews.) ISO 

Raskin,  J.    Fo«s  Clavigera.    (Wiley  *  Son.) 100 

Snnday-School Annual.    (Dodd&Mcad.) 

The  Curate  «nd  the  Rector:  A  Tale.    (George  Rontledge  A  Sons.) 115 

/eU'uDwcupUve  Atlas,    tarts  1-5.    <T.  B.  ZeU.) 69 
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MISCELLANY. 


Political  Fraud  and  Corruption,  on  an  enormous 
scale,  have,  perhaps,  never  been  more  dearly  and  thoroughly  ex- 
posed than  lately  in  New-York  city.  A  leading  newspaper— the 
New-  Ymk  Times— has  given  the  fects  and  figures  of  the  frauds 
by  which  the  corrupt  Tammany  ring,  who  now  rule  the  city  and 
State,  have  enriched  themselves  and  their  friends  at  a  cost  to  the 
taxpayers  in  the  metropolis  of  millions  of  dollars.  Public  indig- 
nation has  been  roused,  and  the  press  teems  with  denunciations 
of  the  villany,  and  appeals  for  reform  ;  while  the  unblushing  per- 
petrators of  the  frauds  coolly  assert  that  the  matter  will  soon 
blow  over.  Universal  attention  has  been  called  to  the  subject, 
and  the  worthy  citizens  of  New-York  are  summoned,  as  never  be- 
fore, to  take  such  measures  as  shall  wipe  out  the  reproach  de- 
servedly resting  upon  their  city.  If  little 
or  nothing  is  practically  done,  they  cannot 
escape  from  the  charge  of  a  criminal  indif- 
ference to  the  public  welfare  whjch  will  cer- 
tainly involve  themselves  and  their  prop- 
erty in  the  common  ruin.  Political  agita- 
tion and  reform  must  quickly  be  wrought 
in  this  city,  or  a  deserved  public  calamity 
of  the  severest  kind  cannot  be  long  de- 
ferred. Will  honest,  law-loving  citizens  do 
their  duty  in  this  crisis  ? 


Jtywtal  $oti«3. 


COLGATE   &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 
as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  b  j  all  Dealers  to 

PERFU  MERY 

A  KB 


iy 


TOILET  AB.TIOLHS. 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

ahd 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED    LEAD,   LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red   Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED    OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

887  Pearl  Street,  New-York? 


jtytrfal  goticr* 


HI-* 

ENGRAVING 


ESTABLISHMENT, 


No.  48  Beekman   Street, 


NEW-YORK. 


Queen  Victoria,  in  her  speech  (August  21st)  proroguing  the 
English  Parliament,  dwells  with  satisfaction  on  the  Treaty  of 
Washington,  cordially  approving  its  provisions  and  the  "  valu- 
able addition"  it  makes  "  to  the  code  of  International  law." 

The  Late  Emperor  Napoleon  lately  gave  a  fHe  at 
Chiselhnrst,  at  which  telegrams  were  received  from  the  Czar  of 
Russia,  the  King  of  Sweden,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King 
of  Portugal,  the  Bang  of  Holland,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
others. 

President  Thiers  has  been  voted  a  salary  of  500,000  francs, 
or  about  $100,000.  The  Army  Bill,  making  military  service  obli- 
gatory on  every  Frenchman  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
forty,  is  favorably  considered  by  the  Assembly. 

King  Victor  Emmanuel  has  appointed  General  Count 
Louis  Frederic  Menabrea  arbitrator  on  the  part  of  Italy  in  the 
case  of  the  Alabama  claims.  Menabrea  has 
long  been  connected  with  the  public  affairs 
of  Italy,  and  is  recognized  as  an  able  min- 
ister and  diplomat. 

A  heavy  typhoon  lately  visited  Kobe, 
Japan,  causing  great  damage  and  the  loss 
of  four  hundred  lives. 

The  potato  blight  has  developed  to 
an  alarming  extent  in  Ireland,  and  it 
is  feared  that  the  crop  is  almost  if  not  en- 
tirely ruined. 


STEAM  TO  AND  FROM  GLA8G0W, 
CALLING  AT 
MOVILLE,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  UNE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PA88ENGEB  8TEAM- 
EBS, 

America,  Caledonia,  India, 

Anglia.  Columbia,  Iowa, 

Australia,  Europa,  fsmalla, 

Britannia  Scandanavla 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 
From  Pier  90,  North  River,  at  li  o'clock.  Noon. 
Bates  of  Passage  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low  aa 
by  any  other  Flrst-Claat  Line. 

Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Button  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac. 

Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Months. 

These  Steamer*  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe,  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  KATES. 

For  further  information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
ofllee,  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BEOTHEBS. 
New  Yobx,  January,  1871. 
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T.   G.   SELLCW, 
DESKS, 

Office  and  Library 

FURNITU  RE, 

No.  103  Fulton  Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


ASBURY  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

806  BBOADWAY, 
Cor.  11th  St.,  New-York. 

C.  C.  NOBTH,  President. 
A.  V.  8TOTJT,  Vice-President. 
J.  A.  STILES,  Secretary. 
MARCUS  D.  SAVIN,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 


USE 

JOHN    DWICHT   *  OO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CATtB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Slip,  New-York. 


Banks  and  Offices  Fitted  Vp. 


FINE  GOLD  JEWELRY. 

CAMEO   SETS,   RINCS,   SLEEVE- 
BUTTONS,   Etc. 
Cameo  Portraits  Cut  to  Order. 
SHELL   JEWBLKY, 
Earring*,    tfeehlacet,  Monogram  Locket  I. 

SCHUYLER,   HARTLEY    &   GRAHAM, 
32  John  Street  aitd  It  Maiden  Lake, 

New-Yobx. 
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No.  823  BROADWAY, 

Says  that  now  is  a  good  time  to  subscribe  for  that 
"BxcellbktMaoazine,"  THE  DARK  BX.V2, 
commencing  with  number  one  in  March  last,  or  the 
present  number,  August,  Just  received,  containing  a 
list  of  contribotors,  the  longest  and  strongest  In  tal 
ent  of  any  Magazine  yet  imported.  Price  per  year,. 
Six  Dollars ;  or  will  be  sent,  to  collect  each  month, 
fifty  cents  in  the  City.  Try  It  a  month  or  two,  If  JOB 
please. 

GEO.  B,  ROYS,  888  Broadway,  New-York. 
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Annum. 
Y.  City  and  Canada. 
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PLANS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING  TN  NEWARK,  N.  J. 


The  association  in  Newark  is  showing  activity  and  enterprise 
In  securing  for  itself  a  suitable  buildinir.  The  church  edifice 
(West  Park-street  church,  Newark),  lately  purchased  for  $50,- 


000,  01  which  $11,000  has  been  raised,  they  propose  to  remodel 
into  a  building,  the  plans  of  which  we  give  on  the  first  three  pages 
of  our  paper  this  month.    These  plum 
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and  an  amount  of  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  association, 
they  have  printed  in  a  neat  folio  form.  Ttiey  entitle  it,  "  An  Ap- 
peal issued  by  the  Building  Committee  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.,  New- 
ark, N.  J."  This  they  are  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  Christian, 
citizens  of  Newark,  and  hope  soon  to  raise  all  the  money  needed 
for  their  enterprise.  To  carry  out  the  proposed  plan,  they  need, 
including  the  cost  of  the  church  and  lot,  the  sum  of  $80,000,  and 
of  this  $10,000  is  wanted  at  once  to  make  the  hall  ready  for  use 
the  present  season. 

The  present  church  edifice  stands  on  the  lot  (which  measures 
100  ii'ot  front  by  110  feet  deep),  a  little  back  of  the  line  of  the 
other  buildings  on  the  street.  The  main  audience-room  of  the 
church  will  therefore  remain,  the  interior  to'  be  fitted  up  as  the 
largest  public  hall  in  Newark.  The  steeple  and  front  of  the 
church  will  be  taken 
down,  and  there  will 
be  space  left  for  the 
beautiful  structure, 
a  sketch  of  which  ap- 
pears on  our  first 
page.  This  build- 
ing will  measure  88 
feet  front  by  86  feet 
in  depth,  and  will 
be  built  three  sto- 
ries high,  with  a 
Mansard  roof  and  a 
basement.  The  old 
ashlar  stone  of  the 
church-front,  and  the 
tower,  will  be  used 
for  the  front  of  the 
new  building,  with 
such  additional  stone 
as  may  be  needed. 

There  will  be  two 
spacious  halls,  hav- 
ing entrances  from 
Park-street,  one  on 
each  side,  with 
staircases  leading  to 
the  upper  stories, 
and  communicating 
on  the  first  landing 
with  the  galleries  of 
the  large  hall. 

The  first  story  of 
the   extension    will 
form  a  room  about 
82  feet  by  64  feet,  15 
feet  bijih,  to  be  used 
as   a  general  meet- 
ing for  prayer,  con- 
ference, or  other  pur- 
pose.   It   is  admira- 
bly located   on   the 
ground-floor.     The 
partition  between 
this  room  and  the  large  hall  (see  cut  of  first  floor  plan)  will  be  [ 
male  to  slide  down  into  the  basement,  so  th»t  in  this  way,  on  ' 
any  occasion  of  a  large  public  gathering,  the  two  rooms  can  be 
thrown  iut  >  one.    Two  thousand  people  can  thus  be  accommo-  i 
dated  with  seats.  ' 

The  neeond  ttary  of  the  front  building  or  extension  will  contain 
the  reading-room,  library,  parlor,  secretary'*  room,  etc  Of  this 
fl  tor  also  we  furnish  the  plan. 

The  third  ttory  will  contain  parlors  and  a  number  of  class- 
rooms and  wash-rooms.  The  upper  floor  or  Mansard  story  will 
be  fitted  up  for  a  lecture-hall  or  lodge-room,  and  may  be  rented  oc- 
casionally or  permanently. 


The  motto  of  the  committee  is :  "  Keep  ont  of  debt.''  "  Money 
must  be  raised,"  they  say  in  their  appeal,  "  to  pay  off  the  debt  be- 
fore the  improvements  can  be  made.  The  only  alteration  con- 
templated for  the  present  is  for  the  hall,  offers  having  already 
been  made  for  the  use  of  the  room  for  this  season,  amounting  to 
nearly  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  To  accept  these,  the  room  mutt 
be  ready  by  November  1st." 

We  believe  the  good  citizens  of  Newark  will  come  promptly 
forward  to  the  help  of  the  association,  and  we  expect  very  soon 
to  record  the  success  of  the  Building  Committee  in  raising  money 
sufficient  to  justify  them  in  carrying  out  the  excellent  plans  they 
have  so  wisely  devised. 

In  recording  the  results  of  the  work  of  the  association  in  New. 
ark,  the  "  Appeal"  states  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  up- 
ward of  15,000  visit- 


MMMmmMMmMMMMI 


FIRST-FLOOR  PLAN  OF  FRONT  BUILDING,  WITH  FLOOR  OF  HALL  IN  THE  REAR. 


ore  frequented  the 
rooms,  a  majority  of 
whom  were  appren- 
tices, clerks,  and 
other  young  men 
whom  it  is  oar  spe- 
cial object  to  retch. 
The  number  of  relig- 
ious meetings  held 
at  the  rooms  wu 
419,  at  mission-eta- 
tions,  228,  and  in  the 
open  air,  85.  Twen- 
ty conversions  were 
known  to  have 
resulted  fromefibm 
put  forth  at  the 
looms.  The  roll  of 
membership  eon- 
tains  the  nunee  <& 
618  persone,  450  be- 
ing active  mtmbfB. 
Employment  w  » * 
obtained  for  85 
young  men  who 
were  strangers  in 
the  city,  seekin* 
work.  It  is  hopd 
that  this  depart  meal 
will  be  m'n-li  mo" 
efficient  in  '!"•  fn" 
ture,  in  c  hi"'  >'<■ 
with  the  growth  << 
the  association. 

The  cordial  sup- 
port of  the  pert"" 
and  churches  ol  >'«*• 
ark  is  an  eoconmr 
ing  feature  in  thi» 
enterprise.  At  * 
conference  meeting 
last  summer  of  the 
officers  of  the  *#>■ 
ciation  with  the  pastors  of  the  different  churches,  Mr.  H.  K.  0"- 
borne,  the  efficient  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  mw" 
a  statement  "f  how  the  property  had  been  purchased,  and  of  tw 
necessity  of  raining  fiO.OOO.  Rev  Dr.  Mcllvaine  expressed  h» 
warm  sympathy,  and  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  ww 
unanimously  carried:  , 

•*  Rctolted,  As  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  that  the  Youna;  Men" 
Chris' ian   Association  haa  the  entire  confidence  of  the '  n"11™^ 
and  churches  of  this  city,  and  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to 
operate  with  the  association  in  their  present  effort  to  nMe.  ^ 
means  necessary  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  great  wore 
the  most  successful  manner."  ^^ 

As  the  result  of  this  conference,  an  enthusiastic  union  meeww 
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mi  held  the  following  Hunday,  several  pamors  of  die  city 
mating  addresses.  It  was  the  sympathy  of  the  Christian  public, 
roused  in  this  way,  last  summer,  that  has  encouraged  and  justi- 
fied the  association  in  their  present  work.  We  call  special  notice  to 
these  wise  preliminary  stops  as  full  of  good  suggestion  to  other 
associations  engaged  in  a  simitar  enterprise. 


THE  UNSEEN  GUIDE. 

I  have  a  friend  who  is  really  a  Friend — that  is,  a  Quaker.  I 
was  saying  to  him  one  day,  in  a  fit  of  discouragement,  "  I  have 
more  than  half  a  mind  never  to  say  a  word  to  any  one  again  on 
the  subject  of  personal  religion.  How  can  one  possibly  know 
enough  of  another 
human  heart  to 
touch  it  in  the  right 
spot,  and  be  sure  of 
doing  more  good 
than  harm  ?" 

"  Does  not  thee 
believe  in  the  Holy 
Ghost  f  he  asked. 

"Surely.  I  did 
not  expect  to  convert 
my  friend  myself, 
but  I  did  hope  my 
letter  might  have 
some  good  influence 
upon  him,  and  in- 
stead of  that,  I  fear 
it  has  only  set  him 
against  religion  all 
the  more." 

"I  see  thee  be- 
lieves in  the  Holy 
Ghost  for  thy  neigh- 
bor, but  does  thee 
believe  in  him  for 
thyself?  Did  thee 
ask  him  for  his  mes- 
sage to  thy  friend 
before  thee  wrote  the 
letter  f' 

"Why,  I  prayed 
for  him,  and  I  wrote 
him  what  I  consid- 
ered the  truth  most 
adapted  to  meet  his 
case." 

"Thee  wrote  thy 
own  words.  If  thee 
had  asked  for  God's 
message,  and  had 
written    at    his    di- 
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rection,  thee  would  have  found  that  his  words  are  spirit  and  are 
life,  as  he  said     Thy  own  are  not." 

"  Do  you  mean  that  you  expect  to  be  inspired  as  the  apostles 
and  prophets  were  inspired." 

"  I  have  never  considered  myself  competent  to  judge  of  their 
inspiration,  but  I  do  believe  that  the  Lord  is  willing  to  give  his 
servants  their  message  when  he  sends  them  to  speak  to  any  one. 
I  wrote  a  letter  once  to  a  friend,  just  as  thee  wrote  the  other 
day.  When  it  was  done,  I  read  it  over,  and,  I  believe,  I  thought 
ill  my  heart,  '  That  is  an  excellent  letter ; '  but  as  I  was  folding  it 
up,  it  was  borne  in  upon  me,  '  Thou  hast  written  out  of  thine  own 
wisdom,  which  is  folly.'    Then  I  flung  the  letter  into  the  fire, 


and  knelt  down  and  said,  '  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  say 
to  such  a  one?'  And  when  I  had  thus  prayed,  I  arose  and 
wrote  again.  And  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  went  with  the 
letter." 

"  Was  it  very  different  from  the  first  ?" 

"It  did  not  seem  so  to  me,  except  that  some  of  what  I  thought 
my  most  telling  remarks  were  omitted." 

"  Then,  perhaps,  the  first  letter  would  have  done  as  well  as 
the  second" 

"I  can  not  prove  the  contrary,  thee  sees,  but  I  believe  it 
The  Lord  says,  '  Thine  ears  shall  hear  a  word  behind  thee,  say- 
ing, "  This  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it"  ' " 

"But  don't  you 
believe  that  many 
letters,  written  as  I 
wrote  mine,  have 
done  good  ?'' 

"Doubtless.  If 
the  Lord  withheld 
his  blessing  till  we 
did  his  work  just 
right,  the  first  good 
seed  would  not  have 
sprouted  yet  But 
I  think  the  Lord 
meant  this  disap- 
pointment as  an 
advance  lesson  to 
thee,  that  ye  may 
learn  to  walk  by  his 
inner  guiding  light" 
And  so  I  am  try- 
ing to  learn. 

0.  S.  Y. 


Recollection  is 
the  Life  of  Bk~ 
LIOION. — The  Chris- 
tian wants  to  know 
no  new  thing,  but  to 
have  his  heart  ele- 
vated more  above  the 
world,  by  secluding 
himself  from  it  as 
much  as  his  duties 
will  allow,  that  re- 
ligion may  effect 
this,  its  great  end, 
by  bringing  its  sub- 
lime hopes  and 
prospects  into  more 
steady  action  on  the 
mind. — Cecil. 

A  Series  of  Twentt-fouk  Entertainments,  free  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Albany  association,  have  been  carefully  and  with 
much  labor  arranged  by  the  general  secretary  in  that  city,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Gladding.  The  price  of  membership  for  a  gentleman  is 
two  dollars,  and  for  a  lady  one  dollar.  Undoubtedly  very  many 
will  be  induced  to  become  members,  to  secure  admission  to  a 
series  of  entertainments  extending  from  November  6th  to  April 
15th.  The  course  is  free  of  expense  to  the  association,  each  en- 
tertainment being  volunteered.  We  notice  that  the  programme 
embraces  eleven  lectures,  three  concerts,  a  stereopticon  exhibi- 
tion, a  gymnasium  exhibition,  readings,  tableaux,  with  calcium- 


light,  etc.,  etc. 


198 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY, 


[October, 


HOW  TO  CONDUCT  A  BIBLE-CLASS. 

BY  PPOFK880R  W.  H.  THOMSON,  M.D. 
NO.    I. 

We  hare  urged  upon  the  ministry  the  division  of  their  Sab- 
bath ministrations  into  one  sermon  and  one  Bible  class,  because 
we  feel  that  teaching  the  Bible  itself  is  of  equal  importance  with 
preaching  about  it.  We  must  also  begin  with  the  ministry  be- 
cause it  forms  the  only  class  that  we  now  have  of  men  specially 
trained  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  It  is  a  characteristic  of 
our  modern  system  that  out  of  the  multitude  of  eminent  and 
leading  men  in  the  general  community  who  profess  the  Christian 
name,  scarce  an  Individual  is  ever  heard  of  who  undertakes  to 
instruct  men  and  women  in  the  Bible.  Scholars  and  men  of  cuL 
ture,  professional  men  and  others  of  wide  reading  or  intellectual 
attainments,  are  to  be  found  often  in  the  churches  of  our  land, 
and  yet  one  might  as  well  expect  to  get  from  among  them  a  corps 
of  expounders  of  the  Koran  as  to  muster  an  order  of  teachers  to 
their  brethren  of  our  own  blessed  Word  of  God.  The  nearest 
approach  they  can  think  of  making  toward  such  an  enterprise 
would  be  a  Bible-class  for  young  men  or  young  women,  always 
more  or  less  after  the  fashion  of  a  senior  class  from  the  Sabbath- 
school.  If  the  church  is  to  make  real  and  binding  on  the  con- 
science the  vows  of  consecration  which  each  of  her  members 
takes  on  entering  her  communion,  she  must  return  to  the  ancient 
ways  when  she  had  a  call  on  every  one  for  his  special  gift,  and 
knew  better  how  to  enlist  into  active  service  the  great  company 
of  disciples  which  now  go  by  the  unscriptural  name  of  the  "  lay 
element." 

But  we  must  work  with  what  we  have,  and  if  Paul's  church- 
teachers  have  become  merged  into  the  exhorters,  we  have  a  right 
to  ask  of  this  stated  order  of  officers  that  they  should  instruct  as 
well  as  preach.  The  ministry  is  now  a  definite  profession  which 
must  be  attained  to  by  a  three-years'  coarse  in  its  special  school, 
whose  graduates  it  is  natural  to  expect  should  be  as  capable  of 
teaching  a  Bible-class  of  one  hundred  as  of  preaching  to  them  a 
sermon  from  a  single  text.  But  the  very  idea  of  a  church  Bible- 
class  is  so  unfamiliar  that  our  theological  schools  do  not  contem- 
plate any  preparation  of  their  students  for  such  a  work.  We 
have  been  assured  on  good  authority  that  in  one  of  the  semina- 
ries of  the  first  rank  in  our  country,  the  course  of  New  Testament 
exegesis  for  the  entire  period  of  study  usually  embraces  about  twen- 
ty-six chapters  in  the  New  Testament  I  Church  history,  systematic 
theology,  pastoral  ministration,  and  the  making  of  sermons  are  all 
thoroughly  gone  over,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  training  must  be 
deficient  in  that  department  which  will  fit  the  minister  to  interest 
his  congregation  in  the  most  interesting  book  in  the  world.  We 
have  been  asked  more  than  once  by  ministers  how  they  could 
make  a  Bible-class  interesting,  and  have  always  felt  that  that 
was  a  strange  question.  In  variety  alone,  whether  of  author- 
ship, style,  subject  matter,  or  relations  to  every  phase  of  human 
thought  and  concern,  no  book  or  books  can  compare  with  the 
Bible,  and  yet  it  is  said  that  successful  Bible-classes  are  uncom- 
mon. The  fault  never  can  be  laid  on  anything  but  on  the  neglect 
of  preparation  for  Bible-teaching,  and  this  has  resulted  from 
the  little  scholarship,  thought,  or  endeavor  bestowed  upon  it  in 
comparison  with  the  oratorical  function  of  the  pulpit. 

Teaching  is  not  only  a  gift,  but  an  art,  so  that  even  the  minds 
most  qualified  by  nature  for  this  office  still  need  discipline  and 
application  to  develop  their  aptitude  for  it.  But  if  anything 
could  call  out  such  a  faculty  in  a  man,  it  would  be  the  inexhaust- 
ible treasury  of  our  Scriptures.  Let  him  be  possessed  of  what- 
ever information  either  education  or  experience  affords,  and  it 
would  be  strange  if  he  would  not  find  it  useful  in  the  illustration 
of  some  portion  of  the  sacred  book.  We  lately  saw  a  remark  in 
a  standard  European  Review  that  the  whole  mass  of  material 
which  we  possess  of  Greek  and  Roman  literature,  whether  of 
history  or  poetry,  does  not  afford  us  as  much  information  about 
the  shipping  and  the  nautical  management  of  the  ancients  as  does 
tioke's  account,  in  the  Acts,  of  Paul's  voyage  and  shipwreck.  If 
toe  Bible  furnishes  matter  enough  and  suggestions  for  all  the 


sermons  that  can  be  written,  equally  does  it  afford  opportunities 
for  the  use  of  every  kind  of  knowledge  to  those  who  would  es- 
say the  work  of  teaching  out  of  it.  It  is  only  needful  that  the 
importance  of  teaching  should  be  recognized  as  fully  as  the  im- 
portance of  preaching  to  bring  about  a  beneficial  change  for  the 
whole  church.  We  firmly  believe  that  if  ministers  were  to  try 
the  experiment  of  taking  up  a  course  of  Bible  instruction  for 
their  people,  and  lay  out  upon  each  lesson  the  labor  spent  upon 
the  second  Sunday  sermon,  they  would  find,  after  a  yearor  two  of 
practice,  that  their  people  would  as  soon  part  with  the  morning 
sermon  as  with  the  afternoon  Bible-class. 

We  desire,  therefore,  to  close  our  series  of  articles,  which  the 
nature  of  the  subject  has  extended  to  such  length,  with  a  few  re- 
flections which  an  experience  of  some  years  has  suggested  to  u 
as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  a  large  public  Bible-class. 

1.  A  Bible-class  is  no  place  for  discussion,  and  it  should  be  u 
far  removed  as  any  other  church  exercise  from  the  character  of  a 
debating  society  or  club.  Questions  put  simply  for  the  sake  of- 
information  should  be  encouraged,  but  all  the  native  tact  of  the 
teacher  should  be  employed  to  avoid  falling  into,  much  leas  initi- 
ating a  debate,  for  the  simple  reason  that  public  discussion,  from 
the  days  of  Athenian  talking  clubs  to  our  young  men's  lycenmj, 
is  worthless  for  teaching  anything.  It  may  be  useful  as  a  kind 
of  exercise  to  develop  a  ready  faculty  for  disputation,  but  it  rarely 
either  informs  the  mind  or  changes  opinion.  Moreover,  the  daje 
of  a  Bible-class  are  numbered  as  soon  as  a  few  brethren  learn  to 
take  up  the  hour  with  the  opposite  ways  that;  this  or  that  doc- 
trine strikes  their  minds.  A  discussion  betweem  two  friends  will 
closed  doors,  or  in  a  lonely  walk,  may  be  productive  of  good,  bat 
in  public  the  logical  and  reasoning  faculties  often  obey  different 
masters  than  they  may  do  in  private.  The  Bible-class  is  a  place 
for  teaching  on  one  side  and  for  learning  on  the  other,  and  far 
very  little  else. 

This  leads  to  another  important  point—namely,  to  what  extent 
should  the  teacher  ask  questions  of  his  hearers  on  the  lesson ! 
We  have  been  compelled  by  experience  to  advise  a  limited  and 
discriminating  resort  to  this  part  of  the  exercise,  which  would 
seem,  at  first  sight,  to  constitute  necessarily  its  main  feature.  To 
carry  It  out  fully,  the  teacher  might  make  a  list  of  both  male  aid 
female  attendants,  and  then  pnt  the  questions  as  they  arise  to 
them  individually ;  but  one  might  as  well  expect  everybody  to 
volunteer  being  put  on  the  witness-stand  in  a  court  of  justice,  for 
the  pleasure  of  the  thing,  as  to  suppose  he  will  find  each  of 
his  hearers  ready  to  answer  Bible  questions  in  full  meeting. 
Another  plan  would  be  for  the  teacher  to  ask  all  the  qow 
tions  and  then  answer  them  himself.  This,  however,  soon  tanu 
the  whole  exercise  into  a  mere  lecture,  which  may  or  may  not  be 
equal  to  a  sermon,  according  to  individual  cases.  A  medium  be- 
tween these  two  courses  seems  to  us  the  best — namely,  to  employ 
questions  more  for  varying  the  exercise  than  for  anything  else,*" 
adapting  them  as  to  elicit  the  meaning  of  the  passage  or  the 
thoughts  which  it  suggests  better  than  didactic  statement  would 
do  (and  often  enough  is  this  the  case),  and,  in  the  second  place,  for 
the  teacher  to  select  from  among  his  hearers  those  who  can  best 
assist  him  by  their  answers.  In  time,  such  persons  can  always  be 
found,  or  those  who  by  practice  will  become  real  helpers  in  tie 
exercise,  not  only  in  answers,  but  by  inquiries  and  remarks  of 
their  own.  By  this  plan  also  the  tediousness  and  feebleness  of- 
ten attendant  on  too  many  or  too  simple  questions  and  answers 
may  be  avoided. 

But  nothing  in  the  manner  of  conducting  a  class  will  make  op 
for  a  deficiency  in  the  matter— that  is,  in  the  amount  and  kind  of 
instruction  afforded ;  and  hence  we  would  beg  leave  to  submit,  in 
our  next  article,  some  considerations  as  to  the  class  of  subjeett 
which  come  best  within  the  province  of  the  Bible-teacher,  4n  *> 
tinction  from  those  that  properly  belong  to  the  pulpit  itself. 


Christ's  Cbosb  is  the  sweetest  burden  that  ever  I  bore;  it 
such  a  burden  as  wings  are  to  a  bird,  or  sails  to  a  ship,  to  *nj 
me  forward  to  my  harbor.— Rutherford. 
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"DYING,  YET  BEHOLD  WE  LIVE." 

A  ship,  fall  laden,  left  her  native  port, 
To  plough  the  waves,  and  seek  another  clime ; 

Her  sails  were  set,  and  gallant  ranks  of  men, 
If  the  winds  felled,  would  with  their  oars  keep  time. 

* 

Her  port  shs  left,  but  on  a  troubled  main, 

Her  every  sinew,  every  nerve  she  strained ; 
Yet  wooed  the  breeses,  spread  Iter  sails  in  vain—       , 

She  sped  not  on  her  way,  nor  land  she  gained. 
Then  rose  the  pilot : "  Heed  my  words,''  he  cried ; 
"  Too  many  a  weighty  gift  this  ship  ye  gave. 
Oast  this  and  that  away,  and  she  shall  ride 

lightly  and  unencumbered  o'er  the  wave." 
With  niggard  hand  reluctantly  they  drew 

Some  trifles  from  her  breast,  and  in  the  sea 
They  one  by  one  these  secret  treasures  threw, 

And  saw  them  sink  in  its  immensity. 
Yet  still,  as  if  held  bach  by  leaden  hands, 

The  ship  no  progress  made,  and  so  once  more 
The  pilot,  working  her  from  off  the  sands, 

Hade  the  same  plaint  his  voice  had  made  before. 
Thus  one  by  one  her  treasures  left  her  deck. 

To  be  by  yawning,  briny  jaws  consumed, 
And  'mid  fierce  winds  and  storms,  an  empty  wreck 

Went  staggering  into  port,  condemned  and  doomed. 
And  yet  the  pilot  from  the  master  won 

Plaudits  and  welcome  that  his  seal  repaid, 
For  on  his  ear  there  fell  the  glad  well  done, 

Who,  faithful  to  his  trust,  no  trust  betrayed. 
Thus,  0  my  soul  I  the  Pilot  made  thy  way 

Straight  to  the  haven  where  thou  fain  wouldst  he  i 
Nor  feared  to  rob  thee,  cut  thy  spars  away, 

Knowing  the  Master  only  cared  for  thee. 
For  thee,  dismantled,  empty,  good  for  naught, 

For  thee,  who  unto  Him  no  treasures  bore ; 
Then  ride  at  anchor,  tempest-tossed,  distraught, 

For  thou  hast  touched  at  an  eternal  shore  I 


Fractional  Christians.— "A  man  in  Portland  wanted  to  gain 
admission  to  a  panorama  at  half  price,  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
but  one  eye." 

If  this  suggestion  of  the  single-eyed  man  of  Portland  should  be 
generally  adopted,  so  that  the  man  lame  of  one  leg  should  be  al- 
lowed to  ride  for  half  fare,  the  man  deaf  of  one  ear  be  required  to 
pay  only  half  of  his  pew-rent,  or — what  some  would  like  better — 
be  expectttl  to  attend  church  only  half  a  day ;  and  the  man  without 
teeth  be  boarded  for  nothing— does  any  one  like  to  believe  that  there 
are  men  mean  enough  to  pluck  out  an  eye,  knock  out  their  teeth, 
or  disable  a  limb  to  secure  this  immunity  T  And  yet  how  many 
Christians  are  only  half  Christians,  or  even  smaller  fractions,  just 
to  save  expenses  I  How  many  are  willing  to  be  poor,  half-dead 
Christians,  for  the  privilege  of  putting  only  five  cents  on  the  col. 
lector's  plate,  when  the  object  demands,  and  their  income  would  just- 
ify a  contribution  of  fifty  dollars  t  How  many  are  willing  to  be  mis- 
erable, mildewed,  doubting,  joyless  Christians,  all  their  life  long, 
to  avoid  the  work  which  a  happy,  living,  growing  Christian  mast 
do  I  How  many  young  men  in  our  associations  would  rather  be 
fractional  members  than  wholesaled,  active  and  useful,  because 
to  be  whole-souled  and  useful,  they  must  work  for  the  Master  I 
I  ash  how  many, and  echo  responds:  " Oh, many."—  Vorrunv* 
Mont. 

Tbuh  Philosophy. — "  For  whom  dost  thou  mourn  f '  said  a 
sage  to  one  who  bent  weeping  over  a  tomb. 

"  For  one  whom  I  did  not  sufficiently  love  whilst  living." 
"  What  wouldst  thou  do,  if  he  were  restored  to  thee  f 
"  I  would  never  offend  him  by  any  unkind  word." 
*  Then  go  and  cherish  the  living,  remembering  that  they  will 
die  one  day  also." 


DIRECTOB8  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


THEIR 


OFFICE    AHD    QUALIFICATIONS. 

Associations  naturally  require  a  Board  of  Directors,  to  whom 
the  financial  and  general  management  of  their  affairs  are  en- 
trusted. The  efficiency  and  usefulness  of  the  society  largely  de- 
pend'on  the  constitution  and  character  of  this  responsible  board 
of  officers. 

The  number  that  shall  compose  the  Board,  and  many  other  minor 
details,  must  depend  upon  local  circumstances,  but  all  evangelical 
churches  represented  in  the  association  should  certainly  be  repre- 
sented in  the  'Board,  the  number  from  each  denomination  being 
in  some  cases,  perhaps,  dependent  on  the  number  of  members  in 
the  society  who  are  of  that  special  persuasion. 

The  term  efoflee  should  extend  over  four  or  five  years,  and 
only  a  part  of  the  Board  should  retire  each  year.  In  this  way 
there  will  always  he  men  of  experience  in  the  management. 

To  define  with  perfect  precision  all  the  dutiet  of  the  Board, 
and  to  draw  for  every  association  the  line  between  what  is  com- 
mitted to  these  officers  and  what  is  to  be  transacted  by  the  so- 
ciety directly  will  not  be  expected  in  this  article.  But  we  may 
say  in  general  that  the  Board  is  the  tmuted  confidential  agent  of 
the  association,  to  whom  it  gives  the  management,  oversight,  and 
direction  of  all  its  affairs.  Its  officers  are  also  members  of  this 
body,  and  look  to  it  as  the  representative  of  the  association  for 
counsel  and  sanction  In  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  trans 
action  of  all  financial  and  business  matters,  which  require  an  at- 
tention to  detail  Impossible  in  a  public  meeting,  will  naturally 
fall  to  them,  while  to  plan  for  the  greater  efficiency  of  the  asso- 
ciation in  all  its  work  by  the  various  committees  is  also  within 
the  province  of  their  duties.  In  the  case  of  our  larger  societies, 
the  election  of  offioem  may  be  wisely  confided  to  the  Board,  the 
directors  themselves  being,  of  course,  elected  by  the  society. 

For  systematic  attention  to  these  matters,  the  Board  will  find 
it  necessary  to  appoint  from  its  own  number  appropriate  commit- 
tees on  finance,  the  rooms  and  library,  lectures,  printing,  eta. 
who  shall  take  charge  of  these  different  departments. 

The  Board  should  meet  at  least  once  a  month. 

Men  in  every  way  qualified  for  this  responsible  office  are  not 
easily  found,  sad  should  be  sought  for  and  selected  with  great 
care.  In  naming  the  qualification*  that  would  preeminently  fit 
them  for  the  position,  we  should  say,  first,  they  should  be  men  Of 
piety  and  of  butineu  talent.  The  gifts  and  qualities  that  make 
one  an  able'  business  man  help  greatly  to  constitute  an  efficient 
director  or  officer  of  the  association.  It  is  owing  to  this  fact  that 
we  so  often  see  new  life  infused  into  a  dormant  or  dying  society 
by  the  accession  to  the  presidency  or  other  responsible  office  of  a 
man  eminent  for  his  business  tact  and  ability.  Bat  this  ability 
merely  contributes  to  his  efficiency  when  in  office.  Be  obtains 
the  position  because  he  is  also  a  man  of  earnest,  practical  piety— 
not  only  diligent  in  business,  but  fervent  in  spirit.  This  it  is 
which  leads  him  to  devote  his  much-needed  business  energies  to 
the  service  of  a  Christian  society  which  seeks  preeminently  to 
lead  young  men  to  Christ.  The  director  should  certainly  be  in 
active  sympathy  with  this  central  purpose  of  the  association. 
There  must  be  earnest  devotion,  ^"■Mian  seal,  and  aggressive 
piety  in  the  Board  of  Direction,  that  the  inspiring  influence  may 
penetrate  and  pervade  all  the  committees  and  membership. 

It  is  therefore  very  desirable  that  the  director  should  be,  as  far 
as  possible,  apt  and  wrted  in  all  the  work  of  the  attociation— 
ready,  it  may  be,  to  teach  in  the  streets,  or  place  tracts  in  depots, 
or  hold  meetings  in  lager-bier  saloons,  suppress  gambling 
houses,  trample  out  obscene  litersturs  petition  the  legislature  for 
reforms,  or,  indeed,  to  do  anything  that  times,  seasons,  and  the 
exigencies  of  the  community  may  require  of  an  association  active 
in  the  work. 

The  directors  should  not  be  taken  from  the  youngest  element 
in  the  society,  but  with  some  maturity  of  age,  they  should  yet 
have  sufficient  yonUhjvlnee*  to  fairly  represent  the  ipirit  and  en 
orgy  of  young  men. 

Men  of  wealth  must  not  be  sought  as  such.    There  is  a  great 
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temptation  to  be  guarded  against  here ;  for  the  sympathy  and 
cooperation  of  men  of  means  are  greatly  needed  in  oar  work,  bat 
in  the  Board  of  Direction  wealth  should  find  a  place  only  in  alli- 
ance with  Christian  zeal  and  devotedness. 

Directors  who  are  Often  seen  in  the  prayer-meetings,  who  fre- 
quent the  rooms,  attend  the  monthly  meetings,  and  show  an  ac- 
tive personal  interest  in  any  or  every  branch  of  the  work,  greatly 
increase  their  efficiency  and  usefulness.  They  not  only  direct, 
bat  lead. 


A  CASE  IN  POINT. 


Air  Illustration  and  Example  will  enforce  what  has  been 
written.  The  association  in  Albany  had  for  a  long  time  labored 
under  "  numberless  discouragements,"  and  had  received  "  little 
sympathy  from  the  general  public  and  even  from  a  large  portion 
of  the  Christian  people"  of  the  city.  The  story  of  its  late  rapid 
growth  in  numbers  and  usefulness  is  told  in  another  column.  In 
the  reoent  report  of  the  President,  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  a  princi- 
pal cause  of  this  remarkable  change  is  pointed  oat :  "  Under  the 
old  system,  the  Board  of  Directors,  consisting  of  one  representa- 
tive from  each  church,  was  too  unwieldy  a  body  for  prompt  ex- 
ecutive action."  "  The  term  of  office,  too,  of  the  whole  number 
expired  at  the  same  time,  and  a  new  body  of  men  were  suddenly 
shouldered  with  the  responsibility  of  conducting  the  affairs  of 
the  institution.  The  change  which  has  been  made  reduces  the 
number  of  the  Board  to  fifteen — vis.,  the  six  general  officers 
elected  annually,  and  nine  directors,  three  of  .whom  are  to  be 
chosen  each  year  to  serve  three  years.  Thus  six  at  least  of  the 
old  directors  are  certain  to  hold  over  at  the  close  of  each  year. 
.  .  .  The  old  system,  nevertheless,  had  some  advantages 
which  it  was  .considered  unwise  to  forego,  and  provision  has 
therefore  been  made  for  a  general  church  committee,  composed  of 
one  member  from  each  church,  to  act  as  an  advisory  and  coop- 
erative board,  and  to  maintain  an  intimate  connection  and  sym- 
pathy between  the  association  and  the  individual  churches." 

Estimating  rightly  the  influence  and  value  of  this  change,  the 
President,  in  this  report,  says : 

"If  the  present  rooms  are  more  conveniently  located  and 
men  commodious ;  if  the  labors  of  an  active  and  earnest 
worker,  devoting  all  his  energies  to  the  service  of  the  association, 
are  contributing  constantly  to  increase  its  prosperity  and  influ- 
ence ;  if  the  gymnasium  is  an  element  of  suocess ;  if  last  winter's 
comae  of  entertainments  was  distinguished  beyond  all  its  prede- 
cessors for  attractive  features  and  good  management ;  and  if  the 
popularity  and  power  for  good  of  the  association  have  largely  in- 
creased, till  the  institution  has  entered  upon  a  career  of  activity 
in  the  cause  of  Christ  which  a  few  years  ago  its  most  enthusias- 
tic friends  hardly  even  prayed  for— then  the  men  [members  of  the 
Board  of  Directors]  who  have  originated  these  plans,  who  have 
courageously  though  often  anxiously  assumed  these  responsibili- 
ties, and  who,  by  their  determined  efforts  and  with  no  little  per- 
sonal sacrifice,  have  accomplished  so  much,  are  entitled  to  last- 
ing gratitude." 

GIVE  HABETUALLY. 

EXTRACTS  FBOK  AN    ESSAY    DELIVERED  BEFORE    THE    LOWELL 
T.  If.  C.  A.,  BY  I.  8.   BEABD. 

Br  the  express  command  of  God  to  the  children  of  Israel 
(Levit.  17 :  80),  they  were  to  set  apart  of  their  harvest  and  flocks 
the  tenth  part,  which  was  given  to  the  Lord  for  the  support  of 
His  churoh  and  ministers.  Notice  two  points :  (1)  The  command 
is  general  to  the  rich  and  poor  alike— to  him  that  had  little  as 
well  as  to  him  that  had  much,  each  giving  a  tenth  of  his  income. 
(2)  The  tithing  or  setting  apart  of  this  tenth  was  to  be  done  sys- 
tematically and  statedly.  The  cattle  were  tithed  in  and  after 
August ;  the  corn  in  and  after  September,  and  the  fruit  of  the 
trees  in  and  after  January.  The  giving  or  withholding  of  one's 
substance  wss  not  left  to  the  whim  or  disposition  of  the  passing 
moment — a  fixed  proportion  was  given  by  all  at  stated  times. 


What  was  enforced  by  the  express  command  of  the  law  in  the 
Old  Testament  is  in  the  New  Testament  sought  from  the  willing 
obedience  of  loving  and  grateful  hearts :  "  The  Lord  loveth  the 
cheerful  giver."  Our  Saviour  commends  the  poor  widow  for  catt- 
ing all  her  living  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord,  and  urges  the 
rich  young  man  to  sell  sll  that  he  had  and  give  to  the  poor.  The 
angel  says  to  Cornelias :  "  Thy  prayers  and  thine  alms  have  come 
up  for  a  memorial  before  God."  Paul  urges  "  every  oee"  of  the 
Corinthian  Christians  "  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  to  lay  aside 
in  store  as  God  hath  prospered  him." 

It  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  every  Christian  to  set  aside  a  cer- 
tain fixed  proportion  of  his  or  her  substance  statedly  for  the  came 
of  Christ.  And  this  duty  proceeds  not  so  much  from  the  need 
that  God  has  for  our  money  as  the  need  we  have  to  give  it  for  the 
good  of  our  own  souls.  To  ourselves,  to  others,  and  to  God,  there 
are  few  better  tests  of  the  depth  and  sincerity  of  our  piety  thin 
this  giving  of  our  money  to  the  Lord. 

Lay  it  down  then  as  a  rule,  taking  the  Mosaic  law  as  a  bask 
(certainly  in  this  better  dispensation  we  can  hardly  expect  to  do 
less  than  they),  that  it  is  your  duty  as  a  Christian  to  give  at  Uatt 
one-tenth  of  your  income  to  the  Lord.  It  is  an  excellent  pits, 
when  feasible,  to  set  this  proportion  aside  as  you  receive  you 
money.  Have  you  a  salary  of  $1000,  $100  should  find  its  way  into 
the  Lord's  treasury,  and  as  your  income  increases,  increase  the 
per  cent,  of  your  annual  gifts,  but  insist  on  having  a  fixed  nte 
and  adhere  to  it. 

It  is  sad  to  think  how  few  in  the  Church  of  Christ  today  an 
governing  themselves  by  such  a  rule.  Bishop  Bissell,  of  Ver- 
mont, says,  "  Many  amongst  us  have  no  sense  of  the  duty  of  vol- 
untarily contributing  for  Christ's  service,  no  thought  that  it  hsi 
any  intimate  connection  with  our  personal  religion.  Yet  the  Bi- 
ble makes  this  as  much  a  part  of  our  duty  as  prayer." 

George  Mailer  says,  "  Give  the  tenth,  or  fifth,  or  third,  or  half 
of  what  God  gives  yon,  as  you  now  have  light  and  grace  on  the 
subject,  only  fix  tKe  imallett  amount  you  purpose  to  give  of  your 
income,  and  do  this  regularly.  ...  If  you  neglect  an  hshtta- 
al  giving,  a  regular  giving,  a  giving  from  principle  and  upa 
Scriptural  ground,  and  leave  it  to  feeling  only  and  impulse,  or 
particular  arousing  circumstances,  you  will  be  certainly  a  loser. 
The  smallest  amount  which  is  fixed  to  be  given  may  be  contiii- 
ally  gone  beyond ;  bat  it  is  well  you  should  fix  this  loweel 
amount,  lest  you  should  do  nothing  at  all,  or  scarcely  anything." 


THE  OBJECTS  AND  AGENCIES 

07    THE  YOUNG  MEN'S   CHRISTIAN   ASSOCIATION. 
BY  YEBBANDB  MORSE,  M.D. 
[Read  before  the  N.Y.  State  Convention  suembled  at  Udca,  September  tt*- 
14th,  1871.] 

The  objects  of  the  association  are  the  conversion  of  yonag 
men,  their  spiritual  growth,  the  culture  of  their  intelleeiail 
powers,  and  the  improvement  of  their  social  condition. 

The  chief  agency  for  effecting  the  first  and  constant  object  of 
the  association — the  conversion  of  young  men — is  the  direct  per- 
sonal effort  of  its  members  with  individual  young  men,  as  they 
meet  them  "  in  the  sphere  of  their  daily  calling."  To  systematiie 
these  efforts,  and  increase  their  efficiency,  associations  need  room* 
where  their  members  can  meet  once  a  week,  or  oftener,  to  report 
what  young  men  they  have  conversed  with,  and  how  the  gospel 
message  has  been  received  by  them ;  to  arrange  plans  for  the 
coming  week  or  day,  and  to  ask  God's  guidance  and  blessing, 
and  the  cooperation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  the  young 
men  with  whom  they  are  especially  laboring.  Young  men  who 
have  been  conversed  with  daring  the  week  may  be  invited  to  at- 
tend the  devotional  exercises  of  these  meetings,  and  be  encouraged 
to  make  known  their  feelings,  hopes,  and  desires.  This  pray* 
meeting  of  the  members  should  never  be  neglected,  nor  suffered 
to  become  a  formal  ceremony.  These  efforts  should  not  be  left  to 
chance  opportunities.  Associations  should  have  lists  of  all  un- 
converted young  men  known  to  their  members,  and  each  one  of 
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these,  in  succession?  should  be  labored  with  earnestly.  Each 
member  should  select  one  from  the  list  every  week,  and  con- 
verse with  him,  and  report  results  at  the  weekly  meeting  pre- 
vious to  the  prayer-meeting.  Some  plan  of  this  kind  should  be 
punned  by  every  association,  with  unflagging  diligence  and  un- 
sleeping vigilance.  This  is  not  optional.  Failure  to  do  it  is  neg 
lect  of  duty.  Unconverted  young  men  may  be  reached  in  other 
ways  also,  such  as  saloon-meetings,  tract  distribution,  and  street- 
preaching.  All  such  methods  should  be  nsed  where  they  can  be 
successfully. 

The  association  was  originally  designed  to  reach  unconverted 
young  men  who  come  to  our  cities  to  find  employment,  and  who 
are  waylaid  by  the  tempter  on  the  very  threshold  of  city  life. 
Many  of  these  are  reached  and  saved  by  city  associations,  but 
many  others  are  ruined  before  the  association  finds  them.  Expe- 
rience has  taught  us  that  associations  are  needed  in  every  town  to 
secure,  if  possible,  the  conversion  of  these  young  men  before  they 
leave  their  country  homes.  If  they  come  to  the  city  prepared  to 
unite  with  some  church  and  engage  in  its  work,- they  become  ac- 
quainted with  Christian  men  and  women,  and  are  at  once  sur- 
rounded with  safeguards  of  untold  value  to  them,  while  uncon- 
verted young  men  are  too  often  shut  out  from  all  society  of  a 
refining  or  elevating  tendency. 

The  Bible-class  is  an  effective  agency  of  the  association.  The  Bi- 
ble reveals  to  man  his  lost  condition  and  the  way  of  salvation, 
teaches  doctrines  pure  and  ennobling,  and  furnishes  unerring  rules 
to  guide  him  in  every  emergency ;  a  knowledge  of  its  truths,  then 
must  be  invaluable  to  stimulate  the  Christian  worker,  to  encour- 
age the  anxious  inquirer,  and  to  awaken  the  careless  sinner ; 
and  Bible  study  must  be  an  agency  which  no  Christian  associa- 
tion can  afford  to  disregard.  The  association  that  possesses  a 
Bible,  and  believes  that  it  is  the  word  of  God,  and  yet  neglects  to 
maintain  a  Bible-class,  is  more  remiss — inasmuch  as  the  life  to 
oome  is  of  more  value  than  the  life  that  now  is — than  an  army 
would  be  that  should  go  into  action  without  arms  or  ammuni- 
tion, while  its  arsenals,  and  magazines,  and  storehouses  were  full 
to  overflowing,  but  locked  and  guarded.  Literally,  we  have  an 
open  Bible,  but  practically,  even  to  many  Christians,  it  is  shut, 
and  Ignorance  bars  the  gate.  Associations  should  spare  no  efforts 
to  establish  Bible-classes,  and  to  induce  unconverted  young  men 
to  join  them.  Thorough  Bible  study  is  more  potent  than  vol 
vines  of  argument  to  turn  young  men  away  from  scepticism,  and 
lead  them  to  repentance  and  faith  ;  to  persuade  them  as  they  fol- 
low Jesus  day  by  day,  as  He  went  about  doing  good,  to  go 
and  do  likewise ;  to  show  them  the  foulness  of  sensuality,  as  they 
contemplate  the  purity  which  God  requires,  which  reaches  even  to 
the  thoughts  and  desires,  and  to  aid  them  in  cultivating  a  purer 
literary  taste,  as  they  compare  the  sublime  descriptions  of  David 
and  Isaiah,  and  the  chaste  and  terse  narratives  of  the  Evangelists, 
with  the  inflated  sentimental  style  so  fascinating  to  youthful 
readers  of  the  present  day. 

Mission  Sunday-schools,  open-air  services,  cottage  prayer-meet- 
ings, and  the  like,  are  designed  to  carry  the  gospel  to  those  in  our 
midst  who  are  not  reached  by  other  means.  They  are  also  valu- 
able training-schools  for  young  Christians,  and  as  such  may  be 
used  as  agencies  of  the  association  when  its  members  are  not  en- 
gaged in  the  same  or  similar  work  in  their  respective  churches. 
The  direct  purpose  of  the  mission  Sunday-school  is  to  impart 
religions  instruction  to  children,  but  the  young  men  who  teach 
these  children  are  serving  an  apprenticeship  in  Christian  work, 
and  gaining  experience  in  an  important  field  of  Christian  useful- 
ness. Open-air  preaching  is  better  than  a  master  of  elocution  to 
teach  young  men  to  speak  in  public.  No  speaker  can  mil  into  a 
prosy,  whining,  meandering  habit  when  the  first  dull  word,  the 
first  affected  tone,  the  first  rambling  sentence  scatters  his  audi- 
ence like  autumn-leaves.  Nothing  but  a  manly,  forcible,  pointed 
style  will  hold  a  standing  audience  casually  brought  together  in 
the  market-place,  or  at  the  street's  corner,  and  not  {infrequently 
earnest  words  spoken  in  such  places  awaken  consciences  that  have 
slept  for  years  undisturbed. 

The  cottage  prayer-meeting  trains  young  men  to  pray  in  public. 
John  and  Jesus  taught  their  disciples  how  to  pray,  but  many  fol- 
low the  tradition!  of  the  elders,  instead  of  the  example  of  the 
Master,  and  make  longer  and  more  general  prayers  at  the  opening 
of  the  ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  association,  than  Solomon 
did  at  the  dedication  of  the  Temple.  The  eottage  prayer-meeting 
does  not  teach  young  men  to  rehearse  their  prayers  in  their  own 
rooms,  or  declaim  them  in  the  prayer-meeting,  as  school-boys  de- 
claim before  their  clauses,  but  the  yoong  men  who  are  detailed  to 
conduct  such  a  meeting  consult  together  beforehand,  and  select 


a  subject  fitted  to  the  wants  of  those  they  are  about  to  address. 
They  concentrate  their  thoughts  on  this,  and  urge  the  attention 
of  their  audience  to  it,  and  their  prayers  naturally  have  reference 
to  it,  and  are  definite  and  earnest.  Thus  without  ever  thinking 
of  it,  or,  perhaps,  even  knowing  it,  they  form  the  habit  of  adapt- 
ing their  prayers  to  the  circumstances  and  needs  of  those  who  are 
expected  to  join  with  them ;  while  those  who  take  their  first 
lessons  in  public  prayer  in  the  general  prayer -meeting,  or  where 
no  particular  topic  is  before  them,  are  liable  to  fall  into  the  habit 
of  making  long,  rambling,  lifeless  prayers,  that  weary  the  flesh, 
without  edifying  the  spirit. 

Delicacy  will  not  permit  personal  conversation  with  individuals 
concerning  their  spiritual  condition,  to  furnish  items  for  statis- 
tical tables  or  written  reports ;  consequently  but  little  is  heard  in 
our  conventions,  and  in  the  reports  of  our  associations,  of  our  own 
immediate  work,  while  so  much  is  said  of  mission  and  Sunday- 
school  work,  open-air  and  cottage  meetings,  jail  and  hospital  vis- 
iting, that  many  suppose  the  maintenance  of  these  to  be  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  association.  We  have  now  seen  that  the  doing 
of  such  work  may  be-one  of  its  agencies,  but  its  legitimate  object 
is  work  for  young  men,  and  care  should  be  taken  not  to  assume 
the  work  of  others  to  the  neglect  of  its  own,  which  is  also 
a  training-school  of  no  mean  capacity.  Libraries,  reading- 
rooms,  scientific  lectures,  literary-classes,  and  debating  societies, 
are  used  by  the  association  as  agencies  for  the  intellectual  and 
social  improvement  of  young  men.  There  may  be  towns  where 
all  or  a  part  of  these  advantages  are  furnished  by  other  organiza- 
tions ;  but  in  cities  and  large  towns  the  association  needs  reading, 
conversation,  and  class  rooms,  where  yonng  men  may  spend 
their  evenings  and  spare  hours,  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation  ; 
and  it  needs  libraries,  lectures,  literary-classes,  and  debating  so- 
cieties, to  furnish  young  men  with  opportunities  for  mental  cul- 
ture. Besides,  if  it  can  interest  and  occupy  them  with  useful 
studies,  in  companionship  with  Christian  associates,  it  will  not 
only  improve  their  mental  powers,  but  it  will  elevate  their  moral 
characters,  and  also  prevent  further  debasement,  by  keeping 
them  away  from  the  temptations  of  the  theatre  and  the  concert -sa- 
loon, and  the  contaminating  influence  of  those  who  hover  about 
Buch  places.  The  rooms  of  the  association  should  be  pleasantly 
located,  and  as  comfortably  furnished  and  neatly  kept  as  the  par- 
lors and  reception-rooms  in  our  own  houses,  and  they  should  be 
well  lighted,  and  in  winter  well  warmed.  But  all  this  will  avail 
little  unless  they  are  in  charge  of  those  who  can  make  them 
seem  home- like,  and  can  make  young  men  who  visit  them  feel 
that  they  are  welcome,  and  that  they  are  gentlemen,  at  least, 
while  they  remain  there.  It  is  useless  to  fit  up  rooms  like  barns, 
and  treat  our  visitors  like  small-pox  patients,  if  we  wish  to  draw 
young  men  away  from  the  gay  rooms  and  merry  company  of  the 
drinking  and  dancing  saloons ;  and  it  is  useless  to  put  them  in 
fine  rooms  even,  and  give  them  nothing  to  stimulate  their  minds 
and  occupy  their  thoughts,  if  we  expect  to  keep  them  away  from 
the  excitements  of  the  billiard  and  the  card  table. 

These  and  such  as  these  are  agencies  that  may  be  used  to  inter- 
est, instruct,  elevate,  and  save  young  men.  Many  others  may  be 
found  useful,  some  in  one  locality  and  not  in  another.  Each  as- 
sociation must  choose  for  itself.  But  whatever  methods  of  work 
are  adopted,  an  earnest  working  membership  will  be  needed  to 
apply  them  to  the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  association. 
Briefly  then,  the  objects  and  agencies  of  the  association  are : 
let.  To  reach  irreligious  young  men  and  lead  them  to  the  Sa- 
viour. For  this  purpose,  it  uses  the  Christian  young  men  who 
may  chance  to  be  associated  with  them  in  the  counting-rooms, 
workshops,  and  boarding-houses,  or  who  may  meet  them  in  the 
ordinary  rounds  of  the  business. 

2d.  To  Improve  the  spiritual  condition  of  young  men,  both  the 
religious  and  the  irreligious.  And  it  calls  them  together  to 
study  the  Bible,  that  they  may  learn  their  duty  to  God,  to  each 
other,  and  to  themselves.  And  it  sends  out  Christian  young  men 
— if  they  are  not  already  employed — both  the  experienced  and 
the  inexperienced,  to  labor  for  the  salvation  and  spiritual  ad- 
vancement of  others,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  promote  their  own 
Sowth  in  grace,  and  qualify  themselves  for  greater  efficiency  in  the 
aster's  harvest-field.    And, 

8d.  To  elevate  young  men  intellectually  and  socially.  And 
it  furnishes  rooms,  lectures,  books,  teachers,  and  Christian 
companions,  and  bids  young  men  come  and  be  welcome. 

The  association  is  consolidating  into  a  permanent  institution, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  see  that  its  work  is  well  defined,  that  its 
instruments  are  fitted  to  its  purpose,  and  that  its  workmen  are 
moving  forward  with  no  laggard  step.  Its  responsibilities  are 
great.  God  has  blessed  and  prospered  it.  Men  of  wealth  and 
influence,  in  the  Church  and  out  of  it,  have  contributed  money 
freely  in  many  places  to  furnish  it  wiih  suitable  buildings.  And 
now  to  show  that  it  is  worthy  of  this  liberality,  and  to  show  its 
gratitude  to  God  for  thus  inclining  the  hearts  of  these  men,  it 
must  lay  hold  of  the  work  it  is  pledged  to  do,  with  no  uncertain 
grasp. 
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Liberal  Offers  made  to  Canvassers. 


TffB  Convention  AT  Indianapolis,  in  Jane,  1870,  "  Retained, 
That,  as  a  part  of  the  general  work  of  these  associations,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  entire  membership  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  increase 
the  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly  by  adding  to  its  list 
of  subscribers ;  and  that  they  should  not  be  content  until  it  em- 
braces a  number  corresponding  to  that  of  the  entire  membership." 

The  Convention  at  Washington  in  May,  1871,  passed  the 
following : 

"  Whereat,  The  Association  Monthly,  the  organ  of  our  asso- 
ciations, as  the  exponent  to  the  world  of  our  objects  and  me- 
thods of  operation,  as  a  means  of  educating  our  members  in  their 
duties,  and  as  a  bond  of  union  between  our  associations,  is  a  ne- 
cessity for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our  work  ;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  this  convention  hereby  reaffirm  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  last  convention  in  regard  to  the  Monthly,  and  direct 
that  its  publication  be  continued." 
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THE  MONTH. 

Tab  practical  working  temper  of  the  two  State  conventions 
of  the  past  month  at  Erie,  Pa.,  and  Utica,  N.  Y.,  will  be  noticed 
by  those  who  read  the  reports  in  another  column,  and  ought  to 
attract  the  attention  of  many  more.  Their  interchange  of  tele- 
grams expressed  a  genuine  sympathy  of  purpose  and  action 
of  which  their  proceedings  are  an  excellent  proof.  How  to  compass 
the  one  principal  object  of  our  associations — to  lead  young  men 
to  Christ — and  how  to  make  this  the  engrossing  thought  of  our 
members  in  their  connection  with  the  society,  seem  to  have  been 
what  the  delegates  were  most  anxious  to  consult  about 

The  purchase  by  the  Poughkeepsie  (N.  Y.)  Association  of  a 
suitable  building  is  an  item  of  cheering  news.  As  is  the  case  in 
Newark,  the  edifice  is  secured  by  a  partial  payment  of  the  cost, 
in  the  confident  expectation  that  their  Christian  fellow-citizens 
will  give  the  aid  needed  by  Christian  young  men,  who  have  done 
and  are  doing  all  in  their  power  toward  a  noble  and  beneficent 
enterprise. 

At  New- Brunswick,  N.  J.,  an  edifice  has  just  been  purchased, 
and  in  Orange,  a  committee,  to  undertake  a  similar  enterprise 
there,  was  appointed  a  few  days  ago,  and  $1,500  has  been  al- 
ready subscribed  toward  the  fund. 

We  give  much  space  to  the  instructive  story  of  the  Albany 
association.  With  a  remodelled  board  of  directors,  and,  above  all, 
with  a  competent  and  salaried  General  Secretary,  set  apart 
for  the  work,  the  society  is  rapidly  growing  in  usefulness. 

In  Detroit  also  an  excellent  General  Secretary,  with  a  salary 
of  $1500,  has  just  been  appointed.  Such  an  appointment  by  any 
association  betokens  wise  enterprise,  with  an  appreciation  of 
the  nature  and  demands  of  our  work. 

The  Proceedings  <t  the  International  Convention  at 
Washieston,  May  24th-27th,  have  just  been  published  They 
form  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  140  pages,  with  an  appendix  of  48 
pages.  The  report  of  all  that  was  said  and  done  at  the  conven- 
tion is  accurately  given,  and  the  pamphlet  is  full  of  accurate  and 
instructive  information  concerning  the  work  of  the  associations. 
The  price  of  a  copy  of  the  report  is  fifty  cents.  Send  to  the 
Executive  Committee,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building,  corner  Fourth  ave- 
nue and  Twenty-third  street,  New- York,  enclosing  the  price,  and 
you  will  receive  the  copies  ordered  and  paid  for.  To  those  who 
subscribed  at  Washington,  the  copies  they  ordered  will  be  prompt- 
ly sent 

Mr.  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  the  honored  President  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New- York  city,  sailed 
for  Europe,  early  last  month,  on  a  trip  made  necessary,  we 
deeply  regret  to  say,  by  his  enfeebled  health.  In  his  absence, 
the  Vice-President,  Mr.  Morris  EL  Jesup,  will  discharge  the  du- 
ties of  this  responsible  office. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  is  expected  to  be 
present  this  month  at  the  sessions  of  several  of  the  State  conven- 
tions in  New-England.  He  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
his  words  of  wise  and  genial  counsel,  concerning  a  work  in 
which  he  has  had  so  much  experience,  will,  we  trust,  be  practi- 
cally followed  with  as  much  eagerness  and  enthusiasm  as  they 
will  be  listened  to  in  the  hour  of  discussion. 


The  Conference  in  London,  September  2d-7th,  of  the  associa- 
tions of  Great  Britain,  "  gives  ample  proof,"  says  the  London 
Rock,  "  that  there  exists  a  noble  band  of  young  men  who  are 
content  to  be  Christians  for  Christ's  sake.  Without  parade  they 
seek  to  walk  in  humble  reliance  upon  their  Saviour,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  simple  directions  of  the  gtfspcl.    In  their  sim- 
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piicity  will  be  their  power.  To  hold  faithfully  to  Bible  truth,  to 
be  firm  in  resistance  to  the  enticements  and  encroachments 
of  evil  in  whatever  form,  is  their  duty,  and  to  lead  others 
in  the  same  path  is  their  mission."  We  look  to  see  a  fresh  im- 
pulse given  to  the  work  throughout  Great  Britain  as  the  result 
of  this  conference. 


We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  give,  on  our  first  three  pages  this 
month,  with  abundant  illustrations,  the  plans  of  the  proposed 
building  of  the  association  in  Newark,  N.  J.  The  enterprise 
with  which  the  opportunity  to  make  an  advantageous  purchase 
was  seized,  the  wisdom  shown  in  promptly  awakening  the  sympa- 
thy of  the  pastors  and  ministry,  and  the  previous  fidelity  in 
association  work,  which  prepared  the  way  for  success  in 
this  noble  undertaking,  should  be  thoughtfully  noted  by  every 
association  seeking  to  secure  a  permanent  home  in  a  building  of 
its  own. 


AN  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING 


JUST    PURCHASED    IN    F0UGHKE8PSIE,    M.     Y. 

A  tear  ago  the  convention  of  the  associations  of  this  State 
met  at  Poughkeepsie.  All  the  delegates  will  remember  the 
pleasant  welcome-meeting  held  in  Pine  HalL  This  spacious 
building,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Washington  streets,  and 
measuring  46  by  110  feet,  was  purchased  August  29th  by  the  jpWtaconiin. 
association  in  Poughkeepsie,  for  $82,600.  The  Daily  Eagle  of 
that  city,  announcing  this  event,  adds :  "  The  location  is  the 
very  best  in  the  city,  being  on  a  prominent  corner  and  opposite 
the  Post-Office,  and  the  edifice  is  well  built  and  ample  in  size. 
We  believe  it  is  intended  to  make  extensive  alterations  in  the 
upper  part,  making  the  ball  into  two  stories,  and  dividing  it  into 
reception  and  reading  rooms,  library,  parlors,  gymnasium,  lec- 
ture-hall, etc."  The  sum  needed  for  this  will  make  the  total 
cost  of  the  completed  edifice  $40,000. 

This  enterprise  was  begun  several  years  ago  by  the  association 
in  the  starting  of  a  building  fund.  Professor  Charles  Martin 
had  kindly  devoted  the  proceeds  of  a  concert — between  one  and 
two  hundred  dollars — to  the  benefit  of  the  association,  and  they 
determined  to  set  it  aside  as  the  foundation  or  seed  of  their 
building  fund.  The  proceeds  of  lectures  and  of  a  fair— which 
alone  yielded  $2600 — together  with  accumulating  interest,  have 
since  swollen  the  amount  to  $6000.  "  The  members,"  says  the 
Eagle,  "  though  all  young  men,  and  most  of  them  possessed  of 
but  small  means,  have  already  subscribed  $6000  toward  the 
object,  mnking  with  the  fund  $11,000,  which  has  been  raised 
without  asking  a  single  subscription  of  any  citizen  outside  of 
the  association."  „ 

The  citizens  of  liberal  disposition  and  means  in  Poughkeep- 
sie will  now  be  appealed  to,  and  will  be  likely  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  a  worthy  enterprise— toward  which  those  practically 
connected  with  it  have  done  what  they  could. 


sages,  metaphors,  and  teachings  of  the  Bible.  Mr.  A.  O.  Van 
Lennep,  long  a  resident  of  that  land,  has  hit  upon  a  very 
happy  method  of  giving  those  who  come  to  his  lectures  a  vivid 
idea  of  the  habits,  manners,  and  costumes  of  the  people  of  the 
East.  He  illustrates  his  descriptions  by  bringing  on  the  stage 
persons  in  oriental  costume,  who  are  able  to  give  a  vivid  pre- 
sentation, in  the  form  of  an  ever-changing  tableau,  of  a  wide 
range  of  manners  and  customs,  which,  described  in  words, 
would  make  little  or  no  impression. 

To  all  our  lecture  committees  we  would  cordially  commend 
these  attractive  and  interesting  entertainments.  They  will 
give  needed  popular  aid  to  your  Bible-class.  A  fuller 
description  of  the  entertainment  is  found  in  our  advertising 
columns. 


STATE   CONVENTIONS 


OF  THE  COMING  SEASON. 
Name.  Flat*. 

New-Jersey Newark. 


71m*. 

October  XS-M. 

Maine Blddeford October  4  and  5. 

New-Hampshire. Portsmouth October  8  and  4. 

Vermont Montpeller October  13  and  18. 

Rhode  Island Providence October  18  and  It. 

Connecticut Mystic October  36  and  ST. 

Ohio Zanesvllle October  K-Sv 

Michigan Bast  Saginaw Feb.  (3d  week),  "11. 

.Whitewater November. 

Indiana Indianapolis March  86, 1878 

The  Dates  of  thb  Maine  and  Massachusetts  conventions 
were  interchanged  by  mutual  agreement  last  month.  The 
former,  therefore,  meets,  at  Biddeford,  Me.,  October  4th  and 
5th,  and  the  latter  met  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  September 
28th  and  29th,  too  late  for  us  to  give  any  report  this  month. 


Or  a  State  Convention  soon  to  be  held,  a  corresponding 
member  writes :  "  We  propose  to  make  the  meeting  as  practical 
as  possible — no  welcomes  and  farewells  (if  possible).  But '  What, 
brethren,  are  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  complete  success  of 
your  association  V  and  '  What  plans  which  you  have  adopted 
have  proved  most  successful  in  winning  souls  to  Christ  V  The 
most  of  the  time  is  to  be  occupied  by  members  of  the  associa- 
tions in  our  State." 


"  How  to  Conduct  the  Bible-Class  "  is  the  practical  theme 
of  a  new  series  of  articles  from  the  masterly  pen  of  Professor 
Thomson.  Having  pointed  out  the  malady  —  the  "  decline 
in  biblical  instruction  " — he  now,  like  a  good  physician,  seeks 
to  prescribe  the  remedy.  His  experience  in  teaching  the  Bible, 
and  his  eminence  as  a  biblical  student,  unite  to  fit  him  for  this 
work.  The  first  article  of  the  series  in  our  present  number 
creates  an  appetite  for  more. 


Making  the  Bible  Better  Understood — A  Word  to 
Lecture  Committees. — A  knowledge  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  people  of  Palestine — so  different  from  our  own 
—is  indispensable  to  a  thorough  understanding  of  many  pas- 


Thb  Manual  or  the  Young  Men's  Cbrtstian  Associations  or 
Michigan  fob  1871-72  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  that  State,  F.  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit,  Chairman.  It 
is  a  small  duodecimo  pamphlet  of  twenty-four  pages,  giving  the 
following  particulars  concerning  eighteen  associations:  The 
name,  date  of  organization,  location  of  rooms  (on  what  story  and 
when  open),  the  date  or  frequency  of  meetings,  and  the  officers  for 
1871.  We  give  the  addresses  of  the  rooms  in  our  Association 
Directory. 

Qf  the  eighteen  associations,  only  two— one  in  the  University 
of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  the  second  in  the  College  at 
Olivet— have  rooms  on  the  first  story,  thirteen  dwell  on  the 
second  floor,  and  three  climb  a  story  higher.  One  of  the  latter 
is  the  association  in  Detroit,  the  largest  city  in  the  State.  We 
rejoice  that  $10,000  has  been  promised  toward  their  building 
fund. 

Three  of  the  associations  are  in  colleges  and  one  in  a  normal- 
school. 

Five  hold  a  daily  prayer-meeting. 

This  manual  is  an  excellent  publication.  To  make  its  in- 
formation concerning  officers  good  for  at  least  one  year,  an  effort 
has  been  made,  with  success,  to  induce  all  the  associations 
to  hold  their  elections  at  the  same  period  of  the  year.  A  similar 
publication  and  similar  concert  of  action  are  certainly  desirable 
in  other  States. 


m 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[OtTOBEK, 


A  CONFERENCE  OF  BRITISH  ASSOCIATIONS. 

IMPRESSIONS   OF   AMERICAN  DELEGATES. 

We  give  elsewhere  an  account  of  the  late  conference  in 
London  of  delegates  from  the  associations  of  Great  Britain. 
A  friend,  who  was  a  delegate  from  this  country  to  the  confer- 
ence, writes  as  follows  of  the  impressions  received  of  the 
gathering : 

"  About  one  hundred  delegates  were  present  from  various 
parts  of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  the  representation 
from  the  last  two  countries  being  very  small.  Pastor  Cook, 
of  Nismes,  France,  was  there,  and  also  American  delegates 
from  Toronto,  Ontario,  New- York,  Chicago,  and  elsewhere. 

"The  business  of  the  meeting  was  prepared  beforehand,  and 
was  announced  in  a  printed  programme,  which  was  carefully 
followed.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  mainly  the  work  of 
Mr.  Shipton,  the  London  secretary,  who,  in  point  of  fact,  was 
responsible  for  all  the  arrangements.  The  meetings  always 
came  after  meals.  There  was  a  different  chairman  at  every 
meal,  and  one,  sometimes  two,  in  succession  at  every  meeting. 
There  were  no  secretaries  and  no  committees.  The  only  reso- 
tions  passed  were  votes  of  thanks,  as  to  which  our  English 
friends  are  very  particular  (they  usually  go  round  the  circle), 
and  one  directing  the  two  sermons  preached  before  the  confer- 
ence on  Sunday  to  be  printed  ;  so  the  delegates  had  no  voice 
beyond  participation  in  the  discussions,  and  in  this  they  were 
restricted,  as  particular  individuals  were  often  called  upon. 
This  arrangement  may  be  wise  and  even  needful  in  the  case  of 
the  British  Associations,  but  would  not  work  well  in  America. 

'?  A  noticeable  feature  was  the  absence  of  the  general  re- 
ligions public,  and  even  of  ministers.  The  conference  was 
confined  to  the  delegates  and  a  few  persons  specially  invited 
on  particular  occasions  ;  so  that  the  moderate-sized  hall  in 
which  the  conference  met  was  only  about  one-third  filled, 
while,  if  the  arrangements  had  been  more  democratic,  it 
might  have  been  crowded  by  an  appreciative  audience,  and 
the  influence  of  the  meetings  would  have  been  greatly  extend- 
ed. Probably  not  over  a  half  dozen  of  the  London  ministers 
were  present  at  any  one  meeting.  It  was  virtually  a  confer- 
ence with  closed  doors,  and  we  think  our  British  brethren  err 
in  adopting  this  policy. 

"Devotional  meetings  were  not  made  a  feature  of  the  con- 
ference. One  was  held  on  Sunday  before  morning  service, 
which  was  very  enjoyable,  the  exercises  being  simply  prayer 
and  praise.  There  was  so  much  warmth  and  spiritual  refresh- 
ment, it  is  to  be  regretted  they  were  not  multiplied. 

"  Every  member  of  the  conference,  including  foreign  dele- 
gates, was  introduced  by  the  announcement  of  his  name.  He 
then  stood  up  and  bowed,  and  was  received  with  applause. 
Neither  foreign  delegates  nor  ministers,  nor  other  visitors,  are 
admitted,  as  is  customary  with  us,  to  the  status  of  corre- 
sponding members,  with  privilege  to  participate  in  the  discus- 
sions. The  discussions  were  opened  by  delegates  who  had 
prepared  papers  on  the  various  subjects.  As  a  rule,  they  were 
good.  The  phraseology  of  the  topics,  however,  in  several 
instances,  could  have  been  improved. 

"The  spirit  of  the  delegates  was  excellent.  They  were 
received  by  the  London  brethren  with  Christian  cordiality, 
and  were  worthy  of  it,  for  they  seemed  truly  to  walk  with 
God.  There  were  many  very  earnest  men  among  them,  who 
gave  evidence  of  an  inflexible  purpose  to  fight  the  good  fight 
of  faith  until  the  Master  calls  them  home. 

"  There  were  harmony  and  good  nature.  Several  brethren 
were  disposed  to  speak  frequently,  and  to  occupy  more  than 
their  share  of  time,  and  to  talk  irrelevantly  ;  but  this  is  a 
universal  experience.  The  result  of  the  convention  must  have 
i  to  quicken  all  who  were  present,  and  we  hope  for  new 


vigor  and  new  conquests  in  the  associations  throughout  the 
kingdom.  May  the  next  be  an  improvement  on  this,  and 
exert  still  greater  influence  for  good." 

Another  correspondent  writes : 

"  The  hall  of  the  London  association  in  Aldersgate  street, 
where  most  of  the  sessions  of  the  conference  were  held,  is  al- 
most as  large  as  the  hall  of  our  association  building  in  Washing- 
ton ,  without  the  gallery.  Each  session,  morning  and  evening, 
was  opened  with  a  meal,  a  kitchen  and  steward  being  a  part  of 
their  machinery.  .  .  .  Saturday  evening,  after  the  opening 
meal,  and  a  few  words  of  welcome  from  Mr.  Williams,  the 
names  of  all  the  delegates  were  called  by  Mr.  Shipton,  with  ap- 
propriate remarks,  which  in  each  case  was  followed  by  the  rising 
of  the  unfortunate  man  amid  loud  clapping  of  hands.  It  was 
made  the  occasion  of  much  fun. ...  In  listening  to  many  of  the 
speakers,  throughout  the  meetings,  I  was  struck  with  their 
plain  conversational  way  of  talking.  There  was  a  delightful 
simplicity  and  earnestness  about  it,  sometimes  accompanied  by 
an  unction  that  solemnized  us  alL  It  was  very  different  from 
the  tpread-tagle  affair*  too  common  among  us.  . .  .  You  would 
enjoy  being  here.  There  is  such  a  plain  and  healthy  tone  about 
every  one — not  in  body  only,  but  in  mind  and  spirit" 


THE  MONTHLY  AND  THE  CONVENTIONS. 

The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  late  State  Convention 
at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  subscriptions  to  -the  Mokthlt  were  duly 
made.  Will  other  conventions  make  a  similar  effort  in  aid  of 
the  larger  circulation  and  wider  usefulness  of  their  paper  t 

"  Whereat,  As  associations  engaged  in  a  common  work  for  Christ, 
we  need  to  become  better  acquainted  with  one  another  and  with 
those  methods  of  Christian  activity  which  are  best  adapted  to  help 
us  in  reaching  young  men  with  the  message  and  power  of  the 
Gospel;  and 

"  Whereat,  The  news  and  discussion  of  our  work  in  annual  con- 
ventions are  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  associations  growing  in 
numbers  all  over  the  continent,  and  a  periodical  is  urgently  de- 
manded, to  carry,  as  often  as  possible,  to  every  association  the 
newa  of  our  work  in  this  and  other  lands,  together  with  wise  sug- 
gestions from  those  experienced  in  this  work ;  therefore, 

"RetoUed,  That  we  heartily  endorse  the  Association  Monthlt, 
a  paper  published  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Internation- 
al Convention,  expressly  to  carry  out  these  purposes,  and  that  we 
do  this  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that  this  paper  will  become 
more  and  more  a  bond  of  union  among  our  associations,  and  a 
help  to  each  one  of  them  in  carrying  on  their  work  for  the  Master 
and  for  young  men. 

"  Betotved,  That  the  roll  of  the  associations  be  called,  and  the 
delegates  from  each  name  the  number  of  copies  that  will  be  taken 
by  the  association  they  represent." 


Thb  Amekicas  Institute  Faib  seems  to  be  growing  each  year 
in  popularity  and  usefulness.  The  immense  building  on  Third 
avenue  near  Sixty-third  street  is  this  season  full  as  never  before 
with  the  fruits  of  American  thrift,  labor,  and  ingenuity,  in  every 
department  of  industry.    Do  not  fail  to  go  and  see  its  wonders. 


STATE  CONVENTION  IN  SOUTH-CAROLINA 

The  second  annual  convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  (colored)  of  South-Carolina  met  on  the  24th  of 
August,  in  Wallingford  Church,  Charleston,  8.  C.  The  sessions 
lasted  tour  days,  closing  with  an  impressive  farewell  meeting. 
Five  of  the  ten  colored  associations  In  the  State  were  represented. 
A  number  of  corresponding  members  were  also  received  where  no 
association  yet  exists.  A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
has  not  yet  reached  us,  but  a  delegate  writes  that  their  delibera- 
tions seem  to  have  given  an  impulse  to  the  work  In  Charleston 
and  various  parts  of  the  State.  Mr.  H.  W.  Thomasi,  president  of 
the  association  in  Charleston,  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Stat* 
Exeoutive  Committee.  A  fuller  report  of  the  convention  will  ap- 
pear in  a  future  number. 
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STATE  CONVENTION 

AT    ERIE,    PA.,    SEPTEMBER    1 2TH-1 4TH. 

The  deliberations  and  discussions  of  this  convention  were  emi- 
nently piactical.  The  207  delegates  (191  from  43  associations,  and 
16  from  ten  towns),  sought  with  serious  purpose  to  understand 
more  fully  the  methods  and  means  of  greater  usefulness.  More 
than  one  thousand  dollars  was  subscribed  for  the  carrying  on  of 
the  State  work. 

The  following  permanent  organisation  was  effected : 

Prrtidmti  General  J.  A.  Bearer,  of  Bellefbnte. 

Vict  P'  Hint-,  Major  Frew,  Pltuburg ;  Wm.  A.  Galbraltb,  Brie :  W.  W. 
Hagae.  Tldloate  Henry  Latimer.  Shrewsbury ;  Bar.  J.  J.  Joyce,  Phila. :  Dr. 
Fraodecaa.  Herrisbare;    Dr.  Thomaa  atoCune,  Seraston ;  Bar.  Wm.  Bngg, 

Altoona ;  A.  Sdra*,  Baiton.  _  _  _ 

SecrttarUt.  Thomaa  MarxhalL  PhOa. :  Dr.  IT.  H.  Shearer.  York;  W.  W. 
Todd,  Erie ;  Bar.  I*.  A.  Taggart,  West  Mlddletown. 

Permanent  Business  and  Devotional  Exercise  Committees  were 
then  appointed,  of  which  H.  K.  Porter,  Pittsburg,  and  P.  B. 
Simons,  'if  Philadelphia,  were  the  chairmen. 

A  crowded  welcome  meeting  was  held  the  first  evening  in  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Addresses  of  welcome  by  Hon.  I.  B.  Gara, 
Rev.  A.  H.  Carrier,  and  Mr.  A;  H.  Caughey,  of  Erie.  These  were 
responded  to  by  P.  B.  Simons,  Gen.  Beaver,  Major  William  Frew, 
and  Rev.  Robert  McMillan.  The  time  was  too  exclusively  taken 
up  with  speech-making.  We  believe  the  best  interests  of  the 
convention  and  the  cause  are  consulted  when  these  meetings  are 
made  the  opportunity  for  members  to  become  personally  better 
acquainted  with  one  another. 

The  morning  session  of  Wednesday  was  taken  up  with  two 
minute  reports  from  associations,  and  with  the  discussion  of  the 
question,  "  What  are  the  Causes  of  Failure  in  Associations  t"  It 
was  opened  by  D.  E.  Small,  of  York,  followed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Flem- 
ing, of  Johnstown,  Thomas  Marshall,  of  Philadelphia,  Bev.  A.  J. 
Rowland,  of  Pittsburg,  R.  M.  J.  Zahnlser,  of  Mercer,  and  others. 
Prominent  among  the  causes  mentioned  were  want  of  sympathy 
from  the  ministry,  too  much  trust  in  men,  and  no  work  outside 
the  association. 

The  topic,  "  The  Benefit  of  T.  M.  C.  A.  in  Neighborhoods  where 
there  are  no  Churches,"  was  admirably  opened  in  the  afternoon  by 
Rkv.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie.  The  time  was  occupied  by  five- 
minute  speeches  from  those  who  had  any  experience  in  such 
work.  One  association  near  Erie,  named  Lake  View,  and  Dun- 
bar, Fayette  county,  were  cited  as  cases  in  point.  Union  Corners, 
Frystown,  and  other  places  were  cited  as  proofs  that  this  work 
has  been  prospered  in  every  case. 

The  topic,  "  Results  from  Open-air  Meetings,"  was  opened  by 
Thomas  Marshall,  of  Philadelphia,  followed  by  Louis  Vale,  of 
the  same  place,  D.  E.  Small,  of  York,  John  Morrow,  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  others.  The  "Results"  were  declared  to  be  good, 
and  mainly  comprised  in  the  following :  convictions  and  more 
attention  to  church  service,  conversions  and  thoifghts  of  the  fu- 
ture life.    The  remarks  were  very  lively  and  spirited. 

The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  a  short  excursion 
on  the  lake.  A  band  discoursed  pleasant  music,  and  the  dele- 
gates had  a  pleasant  time. 

"  The  Relation  of  Growth  in  Grace  to  Christian  Achievement"  was 
discussed  in  the  evening  by  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Tidroute ;  Dr. 
Hutchlrigs,  of  Philadelphia  ;  Mr.  Mossman,  of  Scranton  ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Meally,  of  New- Wilmington,  and  others.  The  following 
points  were  made:  Work  among  others  promotes  growth  in 
grace  in  our  own  hearts ;  tile  two  are  not  to  be  separated.  Great 
attention  must  be  paid  to  prayer  in  private  in  fighting  besetting 
sin.  Cultivation  of  the  heart  in  the  closet  was  very  earnestly 
urged  as  the  sure  accompaniment  to  success. 

Thursday  morning,  after  reports  from  many  associations  had 
been  heard,  the  State  Executive  Committee  submitted  an  inter- 
listing  report.  They  recommended  —  as  at  that  very  hour  the 
New-York  State  Committee  were  doing  at  Utica— that  a  secretari 
or  agent  for  the  State  be  employed  by  the  Committee.  The  neel 
of  pushing  continual  visitation  throughout  the  different 
States  by  such  agents  is  more  and  more  urged  by  those 
most  experienced  in  our  work.  It  was  also  urged  in  the  report 
that  District  and  Local  Conventions  be  held.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

Messrs.  T  E.  Cree,  James  A.  Beaver,  D.  E.  Duvall,  H.  E.  Por- 
ter, Major  Matthews,  H.  D.  Mossman,  and  Nelson  F.  Evans  were 
appointed  on  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  serve  the  «nan<ng 
year. 

Johnstown  was  the  place  fixed  for  the  next  convention. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  topic,  "  Effect*  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  on  Duties  to  the  Church,"  was  discussed,  and  at 
the  farewell  meeting  in  the  evening,  "  Personal  Consecration  to 
Cl-risf  was  the  appropriate  theme.  The  delegates  separated, 
feeling  that  it  had  been  good  to  he  there,  and  with  quickened 
purpose  to  more  devoted  activity. 


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  UTICA,  N.    T.,  SEPTEMBEB    12TH-14TH. 

A  tkab  ago  the  convention  of  our  associations  in  New- York 
appointed  a  State  Executive  Committee,  localizing  a  quorum  at 
Poughkeepsie,  and  raised  over  $900  for  their  use  in  promoting 
throughout  the  State  the  work  of  reaching  young  men  with  the 
gospel.  The  committee  have  not  been  idle  or  indifferent  to  this 
sacred  trust.  They  have  held  several  meetings,  have  themselves 
visited  twenty-six  associations,  and  five  places  where  no'  such  or- 
ganization exists,  and  have  visited  through  their  agent,  Mr.  G. 
W.  Leonard,  2d,  of  Auburn,  fourteen  associations  and  seven- 
teen towns  destitute  of  such  a  society.  This  foregoing  fidelity 
and  activity  of  the  committee,  together  with  a  well-arranged  pro- 
gramme, for  the  sessions,  contributed  to  adapt  the  discussions  ot 
the  convention  to  the  practical  wants  of  the  cause,  and  to  concen- 
trate attention  to  a  remarkable  degree  on  our  specific  work — 
Christian  effort  by  young  men  for  young  men.  In  some  previous 
conventions,  the  glow  of  religious  and  popular  enthusiasm  has 
been  warmer.  In  few,  if  any,  has  a  deeper  impression  been  made 
of  the  practical  wants,  value,  and  growth  of  our  work.  This  was 
due  to  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  active  fidelity  of  a  committee 
appointed,  localized  in  one  city,  and  furnished  with  funds  by  the 
State  Convention.  We  note  these  facts  in  order  to  urge  on  our 
brethren  in  other  States,  by  whom  this  method  has  not  been  tried, 
a  fair  experiment  of  its  usefulness. 

Ninety  delegates  from  forty-two  places  met  at  Utica,  seventy 
coming  from  thirty-one  associations,  and  seventeen  from  eleven 
places  where  no  organization  exists,  and  three  from  associations 
in  other  States. 

Mr.  R.  R  McBurney,  of  New- York,  President  of  the  last  conven- 
tion, called  the  delegates  to  order,  and  made  a  timely  address, 
congratulating  them  on  the  fact  that,  "  in  no  former  year  have 
the  associations  in  New- York  had  their  distinct  and  definite  work 
so  clearly  held  before  them,"  and  urging  them  to  carry  forward 
with  fresh  zeal  what  had  been  begun  by  the  convention  of  the 
previous  year.  We  hope  to  pla:e  before  our  readers  this  instruc- 
tive address. 

The  following  permanent  officers  were  then  elected : 

PrmUmt—K  8.  Holmes,  Anbnrn. 

VUt-PrttUmtt— B.  Uhl,  Poughkeepele ;  T.  Parker,  Utica;  8.  E.  Strang, 
Saratoga;  C.  O.  Titos.  Pulton. 
Btcretaria—i, C.  Steaey, New-York;  W.  J.  Doogall,  Phoenix. 

At  the  welcome  meeting,  Tuesday  evening,  September  12th, 
only  a  short  time  was  given  to  speech-makinsr.  President  C. 
W.  Warren,  of  the  Utica  association  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Fisher,  formerly 
the  President,  and  Judge  Bacon,  of  Utica,  briefly  welcomed  the 
delegates,  and  Mr.  Holmes,  President  of  the  Conven  ion,  even 
more  briefly  responded.  The  greater  portion  of  the.  evening  was 
very  wisely  given  to  the  social  intercourse  of  delegates,  in  the 
parlors  of  the  church,  about  a  table  of  refreshments,  spread  by  the 
liberal  hospitality  of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association  of 
Utica.  In  this  admirable  way  the  purpose  of  a  welcome-meeting, 
to  make  delegates  better  acquainted  with  each  other  and  their  en- 
tertainers, was  well  accomplished. 

.  The  report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee,  read  by  the  Chair- 
man, J.  I.  Piatt,  Wednesday  morning,  September  18th,  tells  of 
fifty-nine  associations  on  the  roll  (one  more  than  last  year),  forty- 
two  of  which  sent  detailed  reports.  [These  were  submitted,  except 
four  received  too  late,  to  the  convention  in  printed  form,  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  delegates.]  Nine  have  been  stricken  from 
the  roll  during  the  year,  and  ten  have  been  added.  The  seven 
members  of  the  committee  and  their  agent,  who  was  employed 
for  two  months  in  the  work,  have  travelled  during  the  year 
7600  miles,  visiting  forty  associations  and  twenty-two  towns 
where  no  association  exists.  Our  specific  work  for  young  men 
was  urgently  pressed  on  Christian  young  men,  and  a  new  interest 
in  it  awakened. 

The  general  subject  of  Christian  duty  to  young  men  apart  from 
our  association*  engaged  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  their 
agent  was  instructed  to  urge  this,  especially  in  places  where  the 
organization  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  seemed  for  the  present  impracticable. 
The  first  topic  discussed  in  the  convention  related  to  this :  "  What 
should  be  done  by  Christian  young  men,  to  lead  their  fellows  to  the 
Saviour,  in  towns  where  associations  do  not  exist  V  Mr.  G.  W. 
Leonard,  2d,  opened  the  discussion,  which  was  carried  on  in 
an  animated  manner.  Rev.  N.  B.  Remick,  of  Troy,  where  no  as- 
sociation exists,  described  the  activity  of  the  Christian  young  men 
in  the  various  churches  in  that  city,  in  seeking  their  fellows  in 
the  saloon,  in  tract  distribution,  in  the  railroad-depot,  and  in 
other  kinds  of  effort.  They  are  hoping  soon  to  organize  an  active 
central  association,  with  suitable  rooms,  into  which  young  men 
may  be  invited.  Messrs.  R.  R.  McBurney,  of  New-York  ;  Wm.  M. 
Martin,  of  Brooklyn :  N.  Cain,  of  Schenectady,  and  others,  urged 
that  Christian  young  men  should  feel  their  personal  duty  to  their 
fellows  as  they  met  them  in  "  the  sphere  of  their  dally  calling," 
and  should  act  in  this  business  they  are  transacting  for  the  Lord 
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with  the  same  tact  and  energy  that  they  show  in  worldly  affairs. 
If  young  men  thus  in  earnest  do  not  see  the  way  clear  to  organize 
at  once  an  association,  let  them  unite  in  a  daily  or  weekly  prayer- 
meeting,  in  saloon-visitation,  in  sustaining  an  open-air  service, 
or  in  whatever  single  department  of  our  work  they  find  most 
feasible.  They  may  thus  be  forming  the  nucleus  of  an  associ- 
ation. They  will  certainly  be  doing  a  part  of  their  duty  in 
leading  young  men  to  the  Saviour.  The  results  of  this  impor- 
tant discussion  were  subsequently  presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Associations,  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Martin,  Chairman,  in  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the  convention : 

"Resolved,  That  the  work  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
can  be  performed  where  a  few  Christian  young  men  of  two  or 
more  churches  can  be  induced  to  carry  on  one  if  not  more  of  the 
agencies  in  use  by  our  association. 

"  To  this  end,  your  committee  would  recommend  the  most  simple 
form  of  organization. 

"  Let  a  small  committee  be  appointed,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  chairman  and  another  secretary.  The  following  simple 
rulee  are  suggested  for  their  guidance : 

"  1.  This  association  shall  be  composed  of  Christian  young  men, 
members  in  good  standing  of  Evangelical  churches,  who  desire 
to  engage  in  Christian  work,  especially  for  young  men. 

"  2.  A  committee  of  three  or  five  members  shall  be  elected  each 
year.  The  committee  shall  select  such  Christian  work  as  they 
may  deem  best  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  locality. 

"  8.  These  rules  shall  not  be  amended  without  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  members  at  a  regular  meeting." 

An  excellent  promise-meeting  and  an  illustrative  Bible-class,  in 
which  the  entire  convention  became  scholars,  occupied  the  ses- 
sion of  Wednesday  afternoon: 

How  the  "  introduction  of  refreshments "  will  aid  us  in  our 
work  was  discussed  with  much  animation  in  the  evening.  The  so- 
ciability promoted,  and  the  access  to  young  men  gained  by  this 
agency,  were  well  set  forth.  The  tea-table  spread  by  the  New- 
York  association  each  Sunday  evening  just  before  a  prayer-meet- 
ing, which  Is  followed  by  a  service  of  song  and  an  address  in 
their  hall,  was  described,  and  its  success  dwelt  upon.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  evening  was  then  devoted  to  a  "thanksgiving 
meeting,  embracing  brief  statements  of  encouraging  features  in 
the  work  of  the  different  associations  during  the  year."  A  cheer- 
ing report  from  Albany,  by  the  General  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  L. 
Gladding,  was  followed  by  others  from  New-Utrecht,  Auburn, 
Saratoga,  Gouverneur,  and  other  places.  A  fuller  notice  of  these 
will  be  found  in  our  news  columns. 

The  building  and  building-fund  topic  on  Thursday,  opened  by 
Mr.  W.  M.  Martin,  called  forth  encouraging  reports  from  New- 
Utrecht  and  Poughkeepsie,  where  buildings  have  just  been  pur- 
chased, and  are  being  fitted  up ;  from  North  Shore,  Staten  Island, 
where  one  is  in  course  of  erection ;  from  Schenectady  and 
Buffalo,  where  the  funds  for  an  edifice  already  amount  to  $25,000 
and  $7500  respectively.  The  importance  of  this  branch  of  our 
work  was  deeply  impressed  upon  the  delegates.  Deserve  well  of 
the  community  by  your  usefulness,  begin  a  fund,  no  matter  how 
small  the  first  sums  offered  may  be,  and  with  patient  effort,  how- 
ever long-continued,  you  cannot  fail  of  success.  • 

Enterprising  action  concerning  the  State  work  was  taken  Thurs- 
day. The  committee  had  asked  for  pecuniary  support,  and  over 
$1000,  double  the  amount  given  last  year,  was  subscribed  on  the 
spot,  with  instructions  to  extend  the  work  of  visitation,  and,  if 
possible,  employ  an  agent  all  the  time.  Mr.  Erekine  Uhl,  of 
Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  was  nominated  the  corresponding  member 
for  the  State,  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  I.  Piatt,  of  that  city,  who  after 
years  of  faithful  service  in  that  office,  felt  unable,  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  other  engagements,  to  discharge  it  in  future.  The 
following  State  Executive  Committee  was  chosen : 

Ersklne  Uhl,  John  H.  Matthews,  John  I.  Piatt,  and  J.  Parker 
Heath,  of  Poughkeepsie ;  R.  R.  McBurney,  of  New- York  ;  Edward 
Savage,  Albany ;  R.  S.  Holmes,  Auburn. 

The  Association  Monthly  was  commended  to  the  associations 
throughout  the  State,  and  subscriptions  were  made  for  copies  of 
the  paper.  Our  hymn-book,  "Songs  of  Devotion,"  was  heartily 
endorsed  as  suited  to  all  meetings  of  the  association.  The  agency 
of  the  International  Lecture  Bureau  to  secure  lecturers  was  also 
commended  to  all  lecture  committees. 

The  second  Sabbath  in  November  was  set  apart  as  a  day  of 
prayer  for  our  associations,  according  to  the  appointment  of  the 
International  Convention  at  Washington. 

After  the  reading,  on  Thursday  evening,  of  the  excellent  essay 
of  Yerranus  Morse,  M.D.,  given  in  full  on  another  page,  this  last 
session  of  the  convention  was  closed  with  earnest  words  about  the 
necessity  and  power  of  personal  consecration  to  Christ  in  all  our 
effort  in  His  blessed  service.  Mr.  P.  G.  Wood,  of  Utlca,  was 
followed  by  several  speakers  on  this  inspiring  theme.  After 
farewells  had  been  spoken  by  Rev.  Dr.  Corey  and  Mr.  Ryalls,  of 
Utlca,  and  the  President,  Mr.  R.  S.  Holmes,  the  convention  ad 
lourned. 


Jfrreiotnts  from  %  ^rai|er-ptttirtg. 

Fkm  Correepondlnr Member!  of  our  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  oOcen  of 
the  Aeuclatloiu,  and  from  all  lntereeted  In  our  dally  or  weekly  pr»yer-me«ta|i  w7w«U 
welcome  for  tula  department  Instructive  Incident*  occurring  or  narrated  In  any  of  thaw 


Put  Good  Beading  in  the  Jail.— One  morning,  as  one 

of  our  members  was  on  his  usual  route  on  the  tow-path  of  the 

canal  with  his  bundle  of  papers,  he  was  accosted  with  the  words : 

"  What  papers  have  you  gotr    The  answer  was :  "  Good  pa- 

pers !  Will  you  have  one  V    He  took  the  paper,  and  after  looking 

at  it,  remarked  that  he  had  read  one  of  the  same  kind,  and  that 

they  were  good.    He  was  then  asked  if  he  got  the  paper  in  the 

canal-stable,  as  some  papers  are  always  left  for  the  driven  to  read 

as  they  come  in.    "No,"  he  replied,  "  I  got  the  paper  at  another 

place."    "Where  did  you  then  read  the  paper  T"  was  then  asked. 

"In  the  jail,  over  there,"   he   replied,  blushing.     "Well,"  I 

asked,  "did  it  do  you  any  goodf'    "Ye«,"he  replied,  "H  did. 

I  have  not  drank  any  liquor  since,  and  I  don't  mean  to  drink 

any  more."    "What  was  you  in  jail  fort"    He  answered:  "For 

getting  drunk  1    Over  a  month  ago,  I  was  in  this  town,  and  got 

too  much  aboard ;  I  was  arrested  and  sent  up  for  ten  days.    After 

I  read  that  paper,  I  made  up  my  mind  to  be  a  better  man  and 

■top  drinking.    I  am  making  money  now.    I  will  soon  have 

enough  to  buy  good  clothes,  then  I  shall  leave  the  canal,  go  to 

my  friends,  attend  church,  and  live  a  different  life."    With  some 

encouraging  words,  telling  him  to  seek  strength  from  God,  I  left 

him. 

IT.  1L  C.  A,  ScheMotady,  V.  T. 


The  Stranger  Converted,— A.  tew  months  since,  a  young 
man,  a  stranger  to  God  as  well  as  a  stranger  to  us,  visited  our 
city  on  business.  In  passing  the  rooms,  he  heard  a  hymn  sung 
which  attracted  his  attention ;  he  stopped,  listened,  and  felt  in- 
clined to  go  in  ;  he  entered,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  back  part  of 
the  room,  and  though  unknown  to  every  one,  words  were  spoken 
that  he  seemed  to  feel  were  for  himself.  He  felt  his  need  of  a 
Saviour,  and  though  he  left  the  meeting  without  a  word,  he 
could  not  get  away  from  the  truth  ha  had  heard.  He  obtained 
no  peace  until  he  found  it  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  In  speaking 
to  a  good  lady,  in  the  cars  of  a  neighboring  city,  he  said :  "  I  can 
never  forget  that  prayer-meeting  at  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  rooms  in  Fall  River,  Mass." 


Choosing  between  the  Churches.— A.  young  man,  rising 
in  the  meeting,  said  he  happened,  not  many  months  ago,  into 
the  rooms  of  the  i .  M.  C.  A.  in  Boston,  at  the  hour  of  the  daily 
prayer-meeting.  His  attention  was  arrested,  and  he  was  led  to 
find  peace  in  believing  in  Christ.  The  question  of  seeking 
membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ  perplexed  him  not  a  little, 
and  he  spent  much  time  in  looking  into  the  claims  of  each.  Bat 
he  found  most  satisfaction  at  last  in  the  conclusion  that  he  could 
in  every  church,  love,  serve,  and  honor  his  Master.  When  he  had 
found  this  resting-place,  there  .was  little  difficulty  in  selecting 
the  particular  church  where  he  could  most  efficiently  engage 
in  work  for  the  Master,  in  communion  and  fellowship  with  His 
disciples. 

14  »Jf.  Daily  Prayer  -Meeting.  T.  M.  C.  A,  New-Tort  City. 


Attracted  by  Music — A  young  man,  a  Romanist,  came  to 

the  rooms  to  learn  music.    Secular  music  pleased  him,  but  when  he 

heard  some  of  the  association  hymns,  they  told  him  he  was  a  poor 

sinner  and  needed  a  Saviour ;  and  he  came  to  that  Saviour,  though 

his  father  threatened  to  shoot  the  minister  who  dared  to  admit 

him  to  his  church.    We  have  sometimes  had  as  many  as  five 

Romanists  at  our  meetings. 

[Y .  M.  C.  A.,  BeooUym,  N.  T. 


"  I  once  thought  the  pure  soul  was  free  from  all  faults,  hut  I 
now  see  otherwise.  God's  children  are  clothed  with  frailties,  that 
they  may  be  humble  in  their  own  eyes  and  be  concealed  from  the 
eyes  of  the  world."— Madame  Guyon. 
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NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

For  this  department  we  ask  eontribnttons  from  the  brethren  in  tU  oar 
Associations.  Itemi  upon  the  following,  ind  kindred  topics,  win.  be  specially 
welcome: 

1.  New  features  In  the  work  . 

8.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  Incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. . 

8.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

T.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  hare  been  achieved . 
UT*  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  our  offloe  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  such  number  appears. 


ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 
Wk  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Associa- 
tions.   We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  oh  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Adrian,  Mich . ,  Marble  Block,  Main  St.         Newbun h.  N.  T,  oor.  Smith  and  Third  8U. 

Albion.  Mlcb.,  Albion  Collage,  North  Bld'f.Now-Braniwlck,  N.  J.,  54  Church  St. 

Albany,  N.  T.,  Commercial  Bank  Building.  Newark,  N.  J.,  677  Broad  St. 

Alpena,  Mich..  Cor.  Baoond  and  Water  Sts.  Newark,  N.   J,    German,    L.    Alfeltlnger, 

Amsterdam.  N.  Y_  over  lit  National  Bank.  Pre*,  52  Columbia  St. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mien.,  South  College  Building.  New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  St*. 


Auburn.  17.  Y,  108  West  Oenaaee  St. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  1W  W.  Baltimore  St. 

Beilerbate,  Pa,  Buah'e  Arcade. 

Bethlehem,  Pa..  Main  St. 

Boston.  Man.,  Tremont  St. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  80  and  83  Fulton  Are. 

Brooklyn.  B.  D.,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sit  Main  St. 

Camden,  N.  Y.,  Barnei  Block,  Mala  8t. 


New-Orleans,  La.,  8)  Camp  81. 
New-York,  Fourth  Are.  A  Twenty-third  St. 
New- York  (Eastern  Branch),  «7J  Grand  St, 
New-York  (West,  Branch),  385  Hudson  Bt. 
New-York    (Harlem  Branch),    1S5U>   8U 

between  Third  and  Fourth  Ave*. 
New- York  (Crerman),  SB  Ludlow  St. 
NUee,  Mich.,  Main  St. 
North  Shore,  8. 1,  Van  Pelta  Block,  P.  K. 
Ogdanaburgh,  N.  Y„  8*  Ford  St. 

Reading-Boom,  College  IA- 


Oaaaadaurua.  N.  Y,  Main  St. 

Cbarlottetown,  P.  S.  L.  Prince  A  Grafton  StsXHIvet,  Mich. 

Ohloago,  IU.I  FarweU  Hall.  brary. 

Ctactanati,  O.,  305  Vine  St.  Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  SL 

Cleveland,  0.,  7»  Public  Square.  Oawego,  N.  Y,  J00  West  Flrat  St. 

Columbia,  S.  C,  National  Bank  Building.    Owego,  N.  Y„  Lake  St. 

Cortland.  N.  Y.,  Taylor  HaU  Block,  Main  StPhlladelphla,  Pa.,  1*10  Chestnut  St. 

Dayton,  0„  55  Main  St.  Plttaburg,  Pa.,  Penn.  are.  and  Sixth  St. 

Detroit,  11  and  18  Merrill  Block.  Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Casoo  St>. 

East  Saginaw,  Mich,  Merrill  Block.  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Congreaa  St. 

last  Brooklyn,  N.  T„  BBS  Myrtle  Are.         Port  Huron,  Mlon.,  Military  St. ' 

Ktmlra,  N.  Y.,  8, 10  A ]»  Opera  House  Block,Ponghkeepele,  N.  Y.,  Main  and  Market  St» 


Lake  St. 
Fulton,  N.  Y..  Tusker  Blosk,  First  St. 
Genera,  N.  Y.,  88  Seneca  St. 
Ooahen,  N.  Y..  West  Main  SL 
Grand  Baplds,  Mich,  80  Canal  8L 


Feskskffi,  N.  Y„  85  Dlvlaloa  St 
Boxbury,  Maes.,  ISM  Washington  St. 

San  Fraudseo,  CaL,  582  Sutter  St. 

St.  Clair  City,  Mich,  Jenks  Block,  Mala  St. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  435  Lackawanna  Ave. 


GreenTlUe.  Mich,  cor.  Caas  A  Lafayette  StsJJcheneetady,  N.  Y,  158  State  St. 


Hamilton,  Ont„  33  King  St.,  But. 
Harrlaburg,  Pa.,  College  Block. 
Halifax.  N.  8.,  188  Home  St. 
Hartford,  Ct.,  (W.  C.  A.,)  21  Pearl  St. 
Iowa,  Mich,  Union  Block,  Main  Be. 


Selma,  Ala,  48  Broad  St. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y,  Pike  Block,  Sails*  St. 

St.  John,  N.  B.  Charlotte  and  Union  Sta. 

St,  Oathartae'e,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  A  Ontario  Bta. 

St.  Louis.  Mo.,  80S  North  Fifth  SL 
InduuapoUs,  Ind,  Nob.  W-85  N.  Illinois  SL  Tldloute.'Pa,  Mala  A  Depot  Sts. 
Jackson,  Mlon.,  Mam  BL  Toledo,  0, 15  Hartford  Block. 

JansCTllle,  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  SL  Toronto,  Ont,  M  King  SL,  East. 

Kalamaioo,  Mich,  141  Main  BL  Tamaqua,  Pa,  Broad  and  Centre  Sts. 

Lockport,  N.  Y.,  Ballou  Block,  oor.  MalnTJtlca,  N.  Y,  58  Franklin  Square. 

and  Pine  Sts.  Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth- and  D  Sts. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrtmae  St*.  "       Col'd  Aj*o.,1830K  St.,  N.  W  . 

Lynn,  Maaa.,  Oxford  SL,  user  Central  Ave.    Wstertown,  N.  Y,  a  A  »  Washington  Hall 
Madison,  Wis.,  Plnckney  SL  Block. 

Marquette.  Mich,  Front  St.  Worcester,  Mats.,  Chaptn  Blosk,  Pearl  SL 

Minnespolis,  Mian,  over  Psst-Omss.  YpaUsnO,  Mich,  Normal  School  Building, 

Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sta.  Cross  St. 

Nsshus,  N.  H,  Fisher's  Block,  Main  SL       Zanesvffie,  O.,  188  Msln  Bt. 

ABROAD. 
Dublin,  Ireland,  54  Upper  SaekrllleSL         London,  1(5  Aldersgata  SL 
Xdiubsrgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square.         Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 
Liverpool,  44  Rsnahaw  SL  Paris,  Ffanss,  150  Bus  Montrsartre. 


BUILDINGS  AND  BUILDING-FUNDS. 

By  the  aid  of  the  reports  lately  sent  in  to  the  executive  com- 
mittee we  make  out  the  following  list  of  the  buildings  owned  by 
various  associations,  and  of  the  funds  which  are  being  accumulated 
by  others : 

BUILDINGS. 

Place,  Value.           Place.                               Valve. 

Aurora,  111 Jll.OOO.New-York  City $600,000 

Bethlehem,  Pa 85,000  New- York  City  (German) 80,000 

Beverly,  N.  J 8,800  Omaha,  Neb 8.000 

Chelsea,  Mass S.sDO'Pbiladelphia,  Pa 116,000 

Cleveland,  O SO.OOOiBockporL  Mass. 8.900 

Dunbar,  Pa l,000iSan  Francisco,  Cal. 1*5.000 

Inrlianapolix,  Ind 80,000  Shoreham,  Vt 8.000 

Merideu,  ct.,  Weat. 15,000  Turtle  Creek,  Pa 8,500 

Newark.N.J 50,000!Springdale,0 1,000 

Newtown,  NY 5,000  Chicago 885,000 

New-Utrecht,  N.Y. 5,000|  Washington,  D.  C 800,000 

BUILDING   FUNDS. 

Place.                             Fund*.  Place.                              Fund*. 

Amsterdam.  N.  Y 11,800  Montreal,  Canada $80,000 

Alpena,  Mich  1,000  New-Brunswick,  N.J 8,400 

Annum,  Me , 2,800  New-London,  Ct 1,186 

Auburn, N.Y 1,500  North  Shore,  8. 1 7,600 

Bsltimore,  Md 90,000  Palneaville,  O 600 

Bedford.Mo 60  Peoria,  111 10 

Blddeford,  Me 50  Pictou,  N.  Scotia 1,400 

Boston,  Mass     S5,000  Planteville,  Ct 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y 75,000  Pouphkeepsie,  N.  Y 5,500 

Bristol,  R.  1 4,200  Salem,  0 6,000 

Buffalo.N.Y 1,475  Schenectady,  N.  Y  28,500 

Cape  John,  N.  Scotia 95  8L  Catharine's,  Ont 400 

Charlottetowu,  P.  E.L 5.000  St.  John,  N   B 9,800 

Cincinnati.  O 10,000  St.  Louis,  Mo 80,000 

Detroit,  Mich  10,000|TidIoute,  Pa.,  (a  lot.) 8,800 

FilchburL',  Maea  875iToledo,0 10,000 

Gteon  Point,  L.  1 550  Toronto,  Ont 16,000 

Hallfax.N.  8 4,000  Truro,  N.  Scotia 1,800 

Ipswich.N.H lWWarrcn,  O 6,000 

Manchester,  N.  H 500|Wenterly,  R.  I 600 

Minneapolis  Minn 600i  Weston.  Vt 145 

Montclair,  N  J 500  West-River,  N.  Scolla 400 

Mount  Joy,  Pa 2,000'  Yarmouth,  N.  Scotia 6,000 


HOW  AN  ASSOCIATION  BECAME  ACTIVE. 

Many  associations  are  weak,  and  earnest  Christian  men  in  their 
membership  often  inquire  how  a  new  interest  in  the  work  can  be 
awakened.  The  story  of  what  has  been  lately  accomplished  in 
Albany,  as  told  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  association  in  that 
city,  recently  published,  is  instructive  on  many  points. 

"  Numberless  discouragements  "  have  for  yean  Impeded  the 
progress  of  the  work.  "  From  its  first  organization  until  to-day," 
says  the  President,  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  in  his  report,  "the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Albany  has  had  little  sympathy  from  the  general 
public,  and  even  from  a  large  portion  of  the  Christian  people  to 
whose  favor  and  active  cooperation  it  was  entitled.  Very  lately, 
even  while  we  were  planning  for  our  new  rooms,  a  much  respect- 
ed Christian  friend  asked  me  if  I  'didn't  think  that,  having  at 
length  been  able  to  pay  our  way  for  one  year,  the  thing  had  bet- 
ter be  honorably  closed  up.' " 

Let  us  notice  the  steps  by  which  substantial  reform  was  ef- 
fected : 

The  Board  of  Directors  was  reorganized.  It  was  formerly 
a  numerous  unwieldy  body,  composed  of  a  representative)  from  each 
church  in  Albany,  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  the  term  of  office 
of  the  whole  board  expired  at  the  same  time.  Now  the  number 
is  reduced  to  fifteen,  six  of  these  being  the  officers  of  the  associa- 
tion, chosen  annually,  while  the  remaining  nine  (Serve  three  years, 
three  being  chosen  each  year.  Thus  at  least  six  of  the  directors 
hold  over  at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  old  board,  consisting  of 
one  from  each  church,  is  retained  under  the  name  of  the  General 
Church  Committee,  to  act  as  "an  advisory  and  cooperative 
board,  and  to  maintain  intercourse  and  sympathy  with  the 
churches.''  They  are  appointed  by  the  pastors  of  their  respec- 
tive churches,  and  in  default  of  this,  by  the  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation. 

A  General  Secretary  was  appointed.  "  We  observed  that 
every  thoroughly  successful  association  in  our  larger  cities  has 
some  such  officer  devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  work — not  mere- 
ly a  missionary,  but  a  general  executive  agent,  who  is  looked  to 
as  the  representative  of  the  association,  with  whom  the  commu- 
nity at  large  may  become  familiar,  and  in  whose  judicious  man- 
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agement  they  may  learn  to  put  confidence.  In  October,  1870,  Mr. 
Henry  L.  Gladding  was  appointed  librarian,  with  some  more  gen- 
eral duties,  as  an  experiment  in  this  direction.  He  proved  him- 
self altogether  so  well  qualified  that,  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
first  engagement,  he  was  unanimously  elected  to  the  office  of 
General  Secretary.  To  his  efficiency  and  zeal  we  owe  very  much 
of  the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

New  Rooms  were  secured  In  the  Commercial  Bank  Building, 
including  Association  Hall,  which  was  specially  adapted  to  our 
work.  Hardly  had  this  step  been  taken,  when  the  officers  of  the 
Albany  Gymnasium  asked  to  lease  Association  Hall  for  the  pur- 
poses of  that  institution.  These  negotiations  resulted  in  the 
transfer  to  our  association  of  the  entire  property  of  the  Gymna- 
sium, it  having  been  first  ascertained  that  the  Oymrumum  appa- 
ratu*  could  be  so  arranged  on  not  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  use 
of  the  Hall  as  an  audience-room.  The  excellence  of  the  Gymna- 
sium is  evidenced  by  the  enthusiasm  of  its  devotees,  while  the 
attractiveness  of  the  hall  tor  other  purposes  will  be  acknowl- 
edged by  all  who  attend  the  meetings  held  in  it. 

The  Gymnasium  closes  on  Monday  and  Thursday  at  6  p  m.,  the 
Hall  being  reserved  on  these  evenings  for  concerts,  lectures, 
and  entertainments.  This  part  of  the  work  was  efficiently 
carried  on  last  winter  by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  entrust- 
ed, and  the  net  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  tickets  amounted  to 
$876.87.  The  number  of  free  entertainment*,  however,  was  great- 
er and  the  attendance  was  uniformly  good.  This  year  a  course  of 
twenty-four  free  entertainments  has  been  admirably  arranged  for 
by  the  General  Secretary. 

The  membership  has  bben  increasbd  to  nine  hundred, 
being  several  hundred  more  than  the  number  belonging  the  year 
previous. 

The  Religious  Meetings  have  been  more  actively  sus- 
tained. This  change  is  specially  noted  in  the  daily  meeting 
for  prayer.  The  hour  was  altered  from  noon  to  4  p.m.,  thus 
better  suiting  the  convenience  of  the  city.  "  The  leaders  chosen 
have  been  exclusively  young  men,  and  at  the  most  of  the  meet- 
ings the  organ  has  been  played  by  members  of  the  association." 
These  things  have  noticeably  affected  the  size  and  interest  of  the 
meetings. 

In  closing  his  address,  the  President,  appealing  for  increasing 
sympathy  and  cooperation  from  the  Christian  citizens  of  Albany, 
■ays: 

"  We  have  opened  a  cheerful  and  comfortable  evening  home 
for  young  men  who  are  without  a  home ;  we  offer  attractive  and 
beneficial  occupation  for  mind  and  body,  as  an  offset  to  the  dan- 
gerous and  sinful  amusements  which  abound  on  every  side,  and 
we  seek  to  throw  religious  influences  around  those  who  are  con- 
stantly subject  to  the  temptations  of  a  large  city.  In  a  word,  we 
have  set  up  a  stronghold  against  Satan  and  his  allies." 


Front  Seymour,  Ind.— Mi.  Robert  Weidensall,  the  well- 
known  agent  of  the  General  Executive  Committee,  writes  : 

"  We  organised  a  new  association  in  this  place,  last  Sabbath 
afternoon,  August  20th.  I  held  an  out-door  service  at  the 
railroad-depot.  There  was  a  great  crowd,  and  I  spoke  to  them 
at  least  forty  minutes.  On  Monday  evening,  by  special  request, 
a  similar  service  was  held,  and  another  large  crowd  assembled 
and  paid  marked  attention  to  all  that  was  said." 

At  Detroit,  the  association  has  taken  an  important  and  very 
necessary  step  in  securing  the  services  of  a  general  secretary.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Temans,  "  a  gentleman  of  culture,  and  an  earnest,  practical 
worker,"  has  accepted  the  responsible  office,  and  we  expect  soon  to 
hear  cheering  news  from  Detroit  as  the  result  of  his  appointment 
and  labors. 


A  CONTENTION  GIVING  THANKS. 


The  following  item  was  placed  by  the  Executive  Committee  on 
the  programme  of  the  State  Convention  at  Utica,  N.  T.,  Septem- 
ber  12th-14th :  "  Thanksgiving  meeting,  embracing  brief 
statements  of  encouraging  features  in  the  work  of  the  different 
associations  during  the  year."  These  brief  reports  proved  in 
terestlng  and  suggestive  of  much  instruction,  as  well  as  informa- 
tion. Mr.  H.  L.  Gladding,  Secretary  of  the  Albany  Association, 
told  the  cheering  story  of  the  work  in  that  city,  which  we  give 
in  full  elsewhere. 

From  New-Utrecht,  Mr.  J.  S.  Wright  reported  the  pur- 
chase of  a  building  worth  $5000,  which  they  were  now  engaged 
in  fitting  up.  The  dance-hall  in  the  upper  story  they  were  glad 
to  turn  into  an  Association  Hall.  They  counted  in  their  ranis 
one  in  every  thirty  of  the  population  of  the  village. 

At  Auburn,  the  work  of  teaching  the  Bible  in  the  State 
prison  during  the  period  when  the  students  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  were  absent  had  been  assumed  and  performed  with  en- 
couraging results  by  the  association. 

At  Saratoga  Springs,  said  Mr.  Griffin,  we  have  occasion 
for  gratitude.  Their  daily  prayer-meetings,  held  the  year  round, 
were  greatly  blessed.  Their  work,  in  suppressing  open  gambling 
by  enforcing  the  law  of  the  State,  had  not  been  without  result. 
Six  saloons  had  been  closed,  and  Mr.  Morrissey  no  longer  paradet 
visitors — as  he  did  last  year — through  his  palatial  den,  as  an  open 
gambling  resort,  but  has  been  compelled  to  take  out  a  license  at 
a  hotel  and  restaurant  keeper. 

For  Ullca,  Mr.  Ryals  made  mention  of  a  removal  to  better 
rooms.  It  was  a  young  association,  scarcely  three  years  old,  but 
a  blessing  had  reared  on  the  efforts  made  by  the  members. 

From  Fulton,  Mr.  Salmon  reported  personal,  prayerful  ac- 
tivity resulting  in  hopeful  conversions.  Frequent  meetings  art 
held,  and  the  young  men  for  whom  they  are  intended  come.  Godl 
blessing  on  the  specific  work  of  the  association  we  would  record 
with  deep  gratitude. 

In  Brooklyn,  said  Mr.  Wm.  M.  Martin,  a  number  of  our 
members  are  in  a  similar  manner  consecrated  to  the  work.  Fre- 
quent conversions  are  the  result.  We  are  grateful,  too,  for  the 
good  prospect  we  have  of  soon  securing  a  suitable  building  of 
our  own. 

At  Amsterdam,  the  association,  though  one  of  the  oldett  in 
the  State,  was  a  few  months  in  a  very  languishing  condition,  and 
the  board  thought  they  must  give  up  the  work.  "  We  are  thank- 
ful," said  Mr.  Bronson,  "  that  an  effort  was  made."  The  "  bread- 
and-butter  argument"  was  tried,  the  meetings  became  interesting, 
and  the  work  is  prospering  and  fruitful. 

At  Buffalo,  Mr.  I.  G.  Jenkins  said  it  had  been  a  bright  year. 
The  number  of  members  had  greatly  increased.  They  too  are  do- 
ing a  good  work  in  the  open  air  and  in  the  jails  of  that  city. 
The  "young  men's  meeting"  is  a  power  for  good.  Seven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  has  been  raised  as  a  building  fond, 
and  we  are  publishing  a  monthly  paper  for  gratuitous  distribu- 
tion. 

At  Schuylervitle,  the  Sunday-school  work  of  the  associstioa 
and  the  meetings  held  in  the  open-air  have  been  specially  blessed. » 
Front  Schenectady,  Mr.  Nicholas  Cain,  the  president,  told 
of  the  progress  of  his  association.  The  organization  was  meeting 
favor  at  the  hands  of  the  citizens :  $26,000  in  subscriptions  for  a 
hall,  to  cost  $75,000,  had  been  received  from  citizens,  without 
holding  public  meetings  for  that  purpose.  Many  subscriptions 
had  been  received  without  solicitation. 

Front  Lockport,  Mr.  E.  P.  Marvin  reported,  telling  in 
pressively  how  outdoor  meetings  had  no  advocate,  and  had  been 
voted  impracticable  by  the  leading  Christian  people  till  a  young 
man,  who  had  seen  them  in  the  West,  unable  to  obtain  a  speaker, 
spoke  himself  and  started  a  series  of  meetings,  which  had  already 
proved  a  great  blessing  in  Lockport. 

Other  members  were  heard,  of  whose  remarks  we  have  no  re- 
port.   It  was  an  animated  meeting. 
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An  Association  Building  in  Orange,  2T.  J.,  is  pro- 
jected by  our  members  in  that  city.  At  a  recent  meeting,  a  Building 
Fond  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Geo.  H.  Brew- 
er, Frederick  Sears,  and  C.  J.  Presoott.  They  were  instructed  to 
procure  subscriptions  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  build- 
ing for  the  uses  of  the  association,  the  cost  to  be  about  $60,000. 

Orange  is  a  large  and  growing  suburb  of  New-York  city.  The 
association  has  been  for  several  years  past  carrying  on  a  quiet 
work  there,  and  has  been  particularly  successful  in  furnishing 
courses  of  lectures,  which  have  been  well  attended.  The  city 
has  no  suitable  pu  bile  hall .  We  earnestly  hope  that  the  Christian 
citizens  of  Orange  will  seize  this  excellent  opportunity  to  erect  a 
hall  which  shall  be  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  public,  and  held  by 
their  Christian  young  men.  Entertainments  of  a  questionable  char- 
acter will  be  a  long  time  in  finding  a  place  to  display  themselves, 
if  such  a  hall,  under  Christian  management,  is  made  properly  use- 
ful in  furnishing  innocent  and  popular  entertainments  to  the  pub- 
lic A  similar  opportunity  for  postponing  the  coming  to  their  city 
of  the  low  theatre  and  opera  is  presented  to  the  Christian  citizens 
of  many  places  in  the  suburbs  of  our  great  cities.  But,  in  erecting 
such  a  hall  and  building,  they  are  also  furnishing  a  Christian 
home  and  resort  for  young  men,  where  they  may  be  led  away 
from  evil  associates,  and  be  surrounded  with  healthful  Christian 
influences. 

These  are  considerations  that  our  associations  in  the  suburbs  of 
the  great  cities  should  constantly  keep  before  their  fellow-citizens. 

A  Tour  Among  Twenty  Associations.— A  member 
of  one  of  our  State  Executive  Committees,  after  visiting  some 
twenty  places  in  his  State,  writes : 

"  I  find  hardly  any  associations  engaged  in  work  for  the  saving 
of  young  men.  I  find  some  whose  only  work  is  to  maintain  a  de- 
votional weekly  meeting ;  others  nominally  maintain  a  reading- 
room.  AU  are  cramped  for  want  of  fund*;  by  thisl  mean  that 
they  have  no  stated  way  of  raising  definite  sums  of  money  for 
necessary  expenses.  I  except  one  city,  where  the  association  has 
money  enough,  but  their  work  is  not  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work.  They 
would  be  more  properly  named,  "  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union"  of  the  place.  Another  should  be  ex- 
cepted, which  is  quite  true  to  its  constitution.    A is  destitute 

of  leadership  that  is  vigorous  enough  to  work  its  way  in  \he 
face  of  the  opposition  of  the  city  pulpit.  B is  engaged  most- 
ly in  Sunday-school  work.  C is  young,  and  poor,  and  igno- 
rant. They  need  encouragement,  and  a  visit  from  the  corre- 
sponding member  would  be  a  good  thing.    D died  and  has 

reorganised.    E has  lived  for  thirteen  years,  and  still  holds 

her  own,  but  does  not  do  any  great  work.  I  find  in  all  the  asso- 
ciations that  a  very  few  do  the  work." 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Association  in  Fall 
Miver,  Mass.,  gives  an  interesting  summary  of  the  religious 
meetings,  one  hundred  in  number,  which  have  been  held  during 
the  year.  The  open-air  meetings  on  Rattlesnake  Hill  were  uni- 
formly well  attended.  Sabbath-evening  lectures  to  young  men 
attracted  many.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  visit,  either  on 
Saturday  afternoon  or  Sabbath  morning,  all  the  shipping  in  the 
harbor,  and  invite  the  sailors  to  attend  church,  also  to  leave  in 
each  vessel  one  or  more  tracts.  This  work  produced  many  happy 
results,  and  those  engaged  in  it  found  many  who  were  not  only 
glad  to  attend  religious  worship,  but  were  willing  to  talk  on  the 
subject  of  their  souls'  salvation. 

A  terie*  of  free  mutieal  entertainment*,  given  by  different 
teachers  of  music,  filled  our  hall  to  overflowing.  Dr.  John  Lord 
was  wisely  secured  to  give  an  interesting  course  of  historical 
lectures. 

New  and  better  room*  secured  in  the  past  have  helped  the  cause 
.and  work,  but  we  hope  for  the  time  when  we  shall  have  a  build- 
ing of  our  own.  The  average  number  of  visitors  at  the  rooms 
each  week  has  been  1806. 


The  Good  Work  Making  Progress  in  Cleveland. 

—Sending  us  the  particulars  that  follow  about  the  work  in  Cleve- 
land; O.,  Mr.  Lang  Sheaff,  who  has  lately  removed  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  become  superintendent  of  the  association  in  that  city 
writes: 

"You  will  see  by  the  following  Hems  that  our  association 
means  work.  The  young  men  have  a  beautiful  home,  handsome- 
ly furnished,  and  expect  to  add  an  audience-hall  this  fall  at  a  cost 
of  about  $7000.  The  open-air  services  are  a  great  success.  They 
are  held  in  the  square  opposite  our  rooms,  also  on  the  bank  of 
the  lake.  We  have  sometimes  six  to  seven  hundred  people 
present.  God  is  blessing  us,  young  men  are  being  converted. 
Our  reading-room  contains  sixteen  daily  and  thirty-two  weekly  pa- 
pers, as  well  as  twenty-six  monthly  magazines.  The  average 
number  of  readers  each  day  is  from  forty  to  fifty.  The  average 
of  registered  visitors  at  the  rooms  is  ten.  Twelve  weeklv  meet- 
ings, and  one  noon-day  prayer-meeting,  averaging  in  attendance 
from  twenty  to  thirty-five,  are  regularly  sustained.  Two  open-sir 
meetings  on  Sunday  are  well  sustained.  Over  five  thousand  people 
are  reached  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  each  month.  The  barbershop 
and  six  baths  in  the  building  are  well  supported  by  the  patronage 
they  receive.  We  are  looking  forward  with  much  interest  to 
our  State  convention,  which  will  be  held  in  Zanesville  in  October. 
We  trust  that  that  city  may  be  shaken  by  a  revival  of  pure  and 
undented  religion,  and  that  there  may  be  an  awakening  to  new 
life  in  many  of  the  associations  of  our  State." 

"  The  Worcester  (Mass.)  Association,"  writes  a  com*, 
spondent,  "  continued  last  summer  the  even  tenor  of  its  way,  tak- 
ing no  vacation  in  its  numerous  suburban  prayer-meetings  and 
Sabbath-schools,  its  meetings  at  its  rooms,  its  care  for  the  sick,  or 
even  in  its '  social  gatherings.'  It  now  supports  two  open-air 
meetings.  An  active  and  useful  member  of  one  of  our  churches, 
a  man  of  prominence  also  in  business  affairs,  recently  stated  at 
the  meeting  upon  the  Old  Common,  that  he  was  led  to  Christ 
through  the  influence  of  these  meetings.  Within  a  week  the 
writer  has  conversed  with  another  who  has  been  led  to  Jesus 
through  the  same  instrumentality,  giving  up  the  habitual  use  of 
liquor,  and  when  shown  the  danger  of  continuing  the  use  of 
tobacco,  promising  also  to  abstain  from  that  abomination.  Last 
Sabbath  the  meeting  at  Washington  Square  was  persistently  in- 
terrupted by  one  who  professed  to  be  an  'honest  seeker  after 
truth.'  After  the  drift  of  his  remarks  became  apparent,  and  a 
disposition  was  shown  to  do  all  the  talking,  as  he  refused  to  be 
quiet,  he  was  drowned  out  by  music ;  and  when  subsequently  a 
speaker  suggested  that  a  notorious  rumseller  could  hardly  be  a 
sincere  'seeker  after  truth,'  he  found  it  convenient  to  depart, 
leaving  us  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  quiet  and  attentive  audience, 
among  whom  some  rough-looking  characters  thanked  us,  and 
urged  us  to  come  again.        » 

"  A  feature  of  the  work  in  this  vicinity  is  the  existence  of  a 
'  County  Convention  of  Associations,'  holding  quarterly  meetings 
in  various  localities,  which  have  proved  of  great  benefit  to  exist- 
ing associations  and  churches,  and  have  promoted  the  formation 
of  new  associations.  All  evangelical  churches  in  the  county  are 
invited  to  send  delegates,  and  in  one  case  at  least  some  of  these 
returned  home  and  formed  an  association,  and  aoout  the  same 
time  a  revival  commenced,  which  resulted  in  some  seventy  con- 
versions in  that  small  country  town. 

"  We  inaugurate  this  week  a  new  Bible-class,  which  is  to  be 
practically  a  Union  Teachers'  Meeting  of  all  denominations,  the  . 
lesson  papers  furnishing  the  topic  for  consideration,  thus  giving 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  both  teachers  and  scholars  to  prepare 
the  lesson  for  the  succeeding  Sabbath. 

"  We  have  very  pleasant,  commodious,  and  well-furnished 
rooms  in  Cbapin  Block,  and  although  we  are  obliged  to  ascend 
two  flights  of  stairs  to  reach  them,  are  proving  that  an  association 
can  flourish  thus  located."  %. 
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The  German  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Newark,N.  J.,  celebrat- 
ed its  anniversary  on  the  evening  of  September  6th,  in  the  build- 
ing (formerly  the  Wart  Park-etreet  church)  lately  purchased  by 
the  parent  association  in  that  city.  The  President,  Mr.  Leo 
Aigeltinger,  occupied  the  chair.  All  the  exercises  were  conducted 
in  the  German  language,  except  an  address  in  English  by  Rev. 
W.  J.  E.  Taylor,  D.D.  There  was  a  very  large  assemblage,  and 
among  the  guests  were  the  German  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  New- York.  The  fine  singing  formed  a  prominent  and 
attractive  feature  of  the  occasion.  The  two  associations  sang 
sometimes  alone  and  sometimes  in  chorus  together  the  popular 
German  airs.  Luther's  celebrated  hymn,  "  Ein  'feste  Burg  ist 
unser  Gott,"  was  rendered  with  inspiring  effect  by  the  entire  as- 
semblage.   Several  declamations  were  well  spoken. 

Mr.  Carl  Banman,  Secretary  of  the  association,  read  a  report  of 
the  organization  of  the  society  three  months  before.  The  prog- 
ress made  has  been  encouraging.  The  treasury  has  received 
$81.77,  of  which  $68.11  have  been  expended. 

Bev.  C.  G.  Seibert,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port, made  an  urgent  appeal  to  all  young  men  present  to  join  the 
association  so  as  to  keep  out  of  bad  company  and  enjoy  the  es- 
teem of  all  good  citizens.  Life  was  worthless  to  all  young  men 
if  they  did  not  imitate  Jesus  Christ. 

A  collection  for  the  association  and  its  work  was  taken  up  just 
before  the  close  of  the  meeting- 
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CONFERENCE  OP  THE  ASSOCIATIONS  IN  GREAT  BRI- 
TAIN, 

HKLD  m  LOUDON,  SEPTEMBER  2d— 7th,  1871. 

The  rooms  in  Aldersgate  street,  London,  on  the  evening  ot 
Saturday,  September  2d,  presented  a  scene  of  busy  Christian 
hospitality.  The  delegates,  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred, 
who  constituted  the  conference,  were  first  entertained  with  tea, 
and  after  spending  half  an  hour  in  devotional  exercises,  the  for- 
mal meeting  for  the  reception  of  delegates  was  opened  by  George 
Williams,  Esq.,  the  honored  founder  of  the  parent  association  in 
London,  who,  as  chairman,  extended  a  hearty  welcome,  in  the 
name  of  the  association,  to  all  the  delegates.  Several  brief  and 
pleasant  addresses  followed,  and  then  the  remainder  of  the  even- 
ing passed  agreeably  in  hand-shaking  and  sociable  Christian  in- 
tercourse. 

SUNDAY  BKBYICRS. 

On  Sunday,  two  special  sermons  had  been  arranged  for— one  in 
the  morning  at  Christ  church,  Newgate  street,  by  Rev.  Gordon 
Calthrop,  vicar  of  St.  Augustine's,  Highbury,  and  the  sec- 
ond in  the  evening,  by  Rev.  Wm.  Brock,  at  Tottenham  Court-road 
chapel.  The  first  sermon  wsa  of  a  general  character,  and  neither 
it  nor  the  accompanying  service  seemed  to  have  been  specially 
adapted  to  the  occasion,  no  mention  being  made  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  its  work.  But  in  the  evening  the  discourse  wsa  exceed- 
ingly pertinent,  instructive,  and  stimulating.  Both  sermons 
were  followed  by  a  communion  service,  that  in  the  evening  being 
led  with  particular  acceptance  by  the  venerable  Rev.  Thomas 
Binney. 

A  plain  but  excellent  dinner  was  served  to  the  delegates  in  the 
rooms  in  Aldersgate  street,  at  2  P Jf.,  after  which,  instead  of  the 
usual  Bible-class,  several  addresses  were  delivered,  which  ought 
to  have  been  full  of  practical  suggestion  and  information  con- 
eeming  the  conduct  of  the  Bible-class.  This  was  the  object  of 
the  meeting,  as  Mr.  W.  E.  Shipton,  the  leader,  distinctly  intimat- 
ed. But  the  speakers  rambled  away  from  the  subject,  and  the 
opportunity  was  lost. 

SESSIONS,  MEAM,  PBOGHAMME,  ETC. 

The  sessions  of  the  three  working  days  of  the  convention  that 
followed  began  each  morning  at  8.80  o'clock,  with  a  breakfast 
In  the  place  where  the  session  was  to  be  held.  "  A  conversation" 
followed,  lasting  till  noon.    This  was  devoted  to  an  informal  dis- 


cussion of  torn  e  well-selected  topic  At  5  FJf .,  the  delegates  re- 
assembled for  tea,  and  spent  the  evening  in  two  conferences,  dis- 
cussingin  each  an  important  topic 

It  is  impossible  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  conference, 
without  first  noting  some  points  in  which  these  gatherings  of 
our  British  brethren  differ  widely  from  our  American  con- 
ventions. 

The  furnishing  of  their  meals  to  the  delegates  is  a  noticeable 
peculiarity'  of  these  conferences.  Social  converse  and  acquaint- 
ance is  certainly  promoted  by  this  method.  Other  peculiarities, 
however,  are  not  so  worthy  of  imitation. 

No  permanent  presiding  officer  is  elected,  a  new  chairman  be- 
ing provided  each  session.  No  committee*  are  appointed  to  ar- 
range for  the  exercises  and  discharge  any  of  the  duties  entrusted 
to  such  officers  in  American  conventions.  The  programme  hw 
been  made  out  and  printed  beforehand,  the  leading  speakers 
selected,  and  though  the  discussions  are  thrown  open,  the  oppor- 
tunities for  volunteer  speaking  are  limited  by  the  frequent  call 
by  name  for  particular  persons.  This  method,  we  ought  to  add, 
did  not  exempt  the  conference  from  being  bored  by  those  who 
have  the  itch  of  speaking,  and  must  be  heard  in  every  dismsdon. 

There  was  only  one  devotional  meeting  of  the  conference,  re- 
sembling the  frequent  gatherings  for  this  purpose  during  the 
sessions  of  an  American  convention.  This  was  held  Sunday 
morning.  In  this,  however,  a  noticeable,  and  we  think  commend- 
able, feature  was,  that  all  the  time  was  taken  up  in  singing  or 
praying.  We  understand  this  is  generally  the  case  in  the  devo- 
tional meetings  of  our  British  brethren. 

Neither  the  general  public  nor  ladies  are  invited  to  the  session*. 
The  audience  is  composed  of  the  delegates  only.  The  clergy 
present,  persons  coming  from  places  where  no  associations  exist, 
brethren  from  foreign  associations,  and  other  selected  friend* 
present,  are  not  invited,  as  with  us,  to  sit  as  corresponding  mem- 
bers, and,  though  not  voting,  to  take  part  in  the  deliberations  and 
discussions.  The  meetings  do  not,  therefore,  create  the  popular 
enthusiasm  and  interest  common  in  this  country.  They  are  rath- 
er a  conference  by  themselves,  of  a  small  body  of  Christian  breth- 
ren thoroughly  in  earnest,  met  to  impart  and  receive  suggestion* 
in  the  serious  work  about  which  they  are  engaged.  There  mty 
be  advantages  in  this  withdrawal  of  the  delegates  by  themselves, 
but  we  believe  the  more  popular  and  public-seeking  method  hit 
fa&greater  and  over-balancing  advantages. 

DELEGATES  FROM  ABBO-A9. 

After  the  breakfast,  Monday  morning,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hoare  pre- 
siding, the  conference  listened  to  the  foreign  delegates  who  were 
present.  Hen  Feldman,  from  Germany ;  Pasteur  Cook,  of  Nistnee, 
France ;  Messrs.  B.  C.  Wetmore,  of  New- York,  member  of  out 
General  Executive  Committee ;  Mr.  John  Wannamaker,  president 
of  the  Philadelphia  association,  and  Mr.  T.  C.  Wilkle,  of  Toronto, 
Canada,  made  brief  addresses  concerning  the  results  and  condition 
of  the  work  in  the  countries  they  represented.  Subsequently 
during  the  conference,  the  delegates  heard  from  Hon.  Wm.  E° 
Dodge  and  Mr.  John  C.  Havemeyer,  of  New- York,  and  Mr.  L  B. 
DIehl,  of  San  Francisco. 

An  address  by  Dr.  Cummlng,  and  some  reports  from  several  as- 
sociations, closed  the  morning  session. 

TEE  OBJECT  AND  AGENCIES  OF  THE  T.  K.  C.  A. 

were  well  treated  of  in  the  evening  session  by  W.  Hind  Smith, 
Esq.,  secretary  of  the  Leeds  Association.  He  cited,  as  defining 
the  object  we  had  in  view,  the  words  of  the  basis  adopted  at  the 
Paris  conference  in  1865 :  "  To  unite  those  young  men  who,  re- 
garding the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour  accord 
ing  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  desire  to  be  His  disciples,  and  to  as- 
sociate their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom  among 
them."  These  principles  consisted  in  union  of  sentiment  in 
things  essential,  in  union  of  Interest  in  a  common  salvation,  in 
union  of  purpose  in  the  objects  pursued,  and  in  union  of  heart, 
or  oneness  in  mutual  love.    The  means  by  which  the  principle* 
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of  the  association  might  be  moat  effectively  carried  oat,  he  con- 
sidered to  be  Christian  testimony,  or  the  power  of  a  holy  life, 
Bible-teaching,  and  efficacious  prayer. 

Mr.  George  Williams,  in  the  coarse  of  the  interesting  discus- 
sion that  followed,  said : 

"  Get  to  know  the  names  of  young  men.  Take  one  at  a  time. 
Write  a  letter  to  him ;  give  him  a  shake  of  the  hand ;  ask  him 
to  have  a  friendly  cup  of  tea ;  talk  kindly,  naturally  with  him  ; 
take  him  for  a  walk  ;  show  him  a  little  kindness,  and  yon  will 
get  hold  of  him.  Get  one  to  come,  and  others  of  his  class  will 
follow.  Let  us  have  warm  hearts,  large  souls,  and,  by  God's 
blessing,  we  shall  not  fall.  We  had  a  noose  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don here,  the  doors  of  which  appeared  closed  against  as,  bat  God 
heard  oar  prayers,  and  the  doors  were  thrown  open  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  and  the  head  of  that  house  is  now  one  of  oar 
most  hearty  supporters." 

In  the  course  of  another  discussion  on  the  best  way  of  com- 
mending the  mission  of  the  association  to  young  men,  Rev.  T.  H. 
Tarlton,  Horselydown,  formerly  secretary  of  the  association,  ex- 
pressed the  conviction  that  the  whole  question  before  them 
might  be  gathered  up  in  the  words,  "  I  have  come  that  ye  might 
have  life,  and  that  ye  might  have  it  more  abundantly."  If  they 
would  set  more  power,  they  must  have  more  abundant  life— -the 
life  of  Jesus.  Even  physical  life  gave  light  to  the  eye,  health  to 
the  cheek,  warmth  and  strength  to  the  hand  ;  it  leaped  out  of  a 
man,  and  made  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  sensible  of 
it.  Spiritual  life,  when  possessed  abundantly,  had  yet  greater 
power  in  displaying  itself.  A  great  deal  might  be  done  by  the 
exercise  of  individual  gifts.  All  were  not  painters,  architects,  or 
such  like :  let  men  be  faithful  in  their  own  sphere,  and  to  their 
own  class,  and  they  might  become  fishers  of  men.  Let  them  get 
rid  of  starch  and  self-assertion,  and  follow  closely  in  the  steps  of 
their  Master. 

The  condition  of  the  associations  in  Ireland  was  reported  by  va- 
rious speakers  daring  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  and  the  interest 
of  the  evening  session  centered  about  the  topic  : 

THE  DIFFICULTIES  AND  CAUSE  OF  FAILURE  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Whltwell,  of  Stockton,  laid  special  emphasis  on 
social  and  class  distinctions  as  a  serious  barrier  to  the  usefulness 
oftheY  M.C.A. 

Dr.  Gladstone,  F.R.S.,  thought  that  one  potent  cause  of  failure 
was,  the  admission  to  associations  of  those  who  had  not  given 
evidence  of  being  true  Christians.  To  use  a  scientific  term,  it 
was  to  introduce  a  strange  conductor  into  our  wires.  He 
thought  the  difficulty  respecting  artizans  might  to  a  great  extent 
be  obviated  by  every  man  endeavoring  to  influence  aright  those 
in  his  own  sphere. 

Mr.  Wannamaker,  of  Philadelphia,  thought  that  associations 
depended  too  much  on  their  secretaries;  that  even  people  who 

Stve  money  did  not  personally  work ;  and  that  a  loving  sympa- 
y  was  not  so  generally  manifested  as  it  ought  to  be.  Many 
Christians  talked  about  the  recognition  of  the  saints  in  heaven ; 
for  his  part,  he  should  like  to  see  a  little  more  recognition  of 
saints  on  earth. 

Mr.  George  Williams  thought  that  the  importance  of  under- 
standing the  character  of  those  whom  they  were  trying  to  influ- 
ence was  not  sufficiently  kept  in  view.  He  thought,  too,  that  if 
they  were  men  of  one  idea,  they  would  succeed  better,  because  at 
present  their  energies  were  very  much  scattered  by  the  variety 
of  engagements  in  which  they  had  to  take  part.  After  an  exist- 
ence of  twenty-seven  years,  every  young  man,  from  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  ought  to  be  comprehended  in  their  work.  He 
should  be  thankful  if  they  could  devise  an  agency  by  which  they 
could  reach  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor.  The  chairman,  Mr. 
Samuel  Smith,  of  Liverpool,  thought  that  one  reason  of  failure 
was  the  attempt  to  collect  money  in  a  way  unbecoming  Christian 
men.  Then,  he  thought,  that  employers  ought  to  feel  more 
responsibility  for  the  way  in  which  their  young  men  spent  their 
time. 

The  associations  in  Scotland  were  reported  from  Wednesday 
morning,  and  the  importance  and  methods  of  extending  the  work, 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  was  earnestly  discussed  in  the 
evening — Mr.  Gilbert,  travelling  secretary  of  the  London  associa- 
tion, giving  the  results  of  his  practical  experience. 

At  the  closing  hour,  Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  the  able  secre- 
tary of  the  London  association,  to  whom  the  conference  was 
mainly  indebted  for  the  preparations  and  exertions  that  contrib- 
uted so  much  to  its  success,  made  an  admirable  address,  summing 
up  the  results  of  the  discussions  of  the  delegates. 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Bevan,  Thursday,  the  day  following 
the  adjournment,  was  spent  very  pleasantly  by  the  delegates  in 
an  excursion  to  his  residence  at  Barnet. 

Fuller  particulars  of  the  reports  presented,  of  the  condition  of 
the  associations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  we  hope  to  place  before 
oar  readers  at  a  future  time. 


$ittrarjj  Holes. 


Aunt  Jane's  Hebo.    A  Story.   By  Mrs.  E.  Prentiss.    New- 
York :  A.  D.  F.  Randolph  &  Co. 

This  admirable  story,  just  issued  in  book  form,  is  already  famil- 
iar to  many  of  our  readers.  It  appeared  daring  last  year  as  a 
serial  in  oar  columns,  under  the  name  of  "  Losses  and  Gains." 
Only  the  title  of  the  volume  has  been  changed.  Like  previous 
works  of  the  same  author,  this  story  charms,  attracts,  and 
teaches,  by  presenting  with  rare  simplicity  and  never-failing 
fidelity  to  human  nature,  the  checkered  experience  of  Christians 
in  the  life  of  faith  and  prayer,  love  and  service,  hope  and  praise. 
We  see  the  pare  spirit  of  genuine  piety,  in  its  straggles  with 
temptation  and  human  infirmity,  and  in  the  victory  given  to  it. 
Readers  in  search  of  a  masterly  plot,  striking  incident,  or  rhetor- 
ical narrative,  will,  of  course,  be  disappointed.  But  those  who 
look  for  cheer  and  sympathy  in  ordering  their  lives  as  disciples 
of  Christ  will  feel  amply  repaid  in  its  perusal.  The  style  is  sim- 
ple and  natural,  and  often  grows  bright  with  genial  wit  and  hu- 
mor. The  work  will  also  be  welcomed  for  its  timely  rebuke  of 
that  extravagent  style  of  living  too  prevalent  even  in  Christian 
households,  and  which  is  often  so  influential  among  young  peo- 
ple in  deferring  marriage  for  many  years,  if  not  indefinitely. 
We  heartily  commend  the  volume  with  its  many  excellent 
lessons  to  all  who  have  or  have  not  read  it. 

Systematic  Theology  is  the  title  of  a  long-looked- for  work, 
by  the  venerable  Professor  Charles  Hodge,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Prince- 
ton Seminary.  It  contains  the  matured  results  of  the  study  and 
research  of  a  lifetime.  The  contents  of  the  work,  delivered  dur- 
ing the  last  half  century  from  the  Professor's  chair,  has  already 
had  incalculable  influence  upon  the  great  multitude  of  Dr. 
Hodge's  pupils,  among  the  living  and  the  dead,  who  have  left  his 
lecture-room  to  preach  in  every  clime  the  gospel  of  Christ.  The 
author  is  well  known  throughout  Christendom  as  among  the 
ablest  of  living  theologians.  The  influence  of  his  teaching  has 
penetrated  far  beyond  the  circle  of  the  denomination  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  and  this  volume  will  be  sought  with  great  eager- 
ness by  a  large  and  intelligent  portion  of  the  Christian  public. 
Messrs.  Scribner  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  are  the  publishers.  The  entire 
work  embraces  three  volumes.  The  first  has  just  appeared,  and 
will  be  speedily  followed  by  the  second.  The  third  is  still  In 
course  of  preparation. 

CusHTNa's  Manual  is  a  standard  work,  73,000  copies  of  which 
have  already  been  printed.  It  is  invaluable  to  all  who  desire  an 
acquaintance  with  standard  roles  for  the  parliamentary  conduct 
of  a  deliberative  body.  Few  intelligent  American  citizens  can  re- 
gard as  unlikely  a  call  to  preside  at  some  meeting  for  discussion, 
and  it  must  be  a  very  small  gathering  where  a  knowledge  of 
parliamentary  law  would  not  be  of  value  and  service  to  the  pre- 
siding officer.  This  little  manual  contains  in  very  compact  form 
all  the  information  needed  by  one  who  is  called  upon  to  be  chair- 
man of  a  deliberative  assembly.  It  is  published  by  Thompson, 
Bigelow  &  Brown,  of  Boston. 

David  Lloyd's  Last  Will  is  a  story  of  the  sufferings  of  oper- 
atives in  the  manufacturing  towns  of  England.  It  portrays  also 
the  influence  of  avarice,  in  hardening  the  heart,  and  destroying 
the  sympathies  of  those  who  come  under  its  power.  The  volume 
is  one  of  the  series  of  "  Household  Tales  for  Week-Day  Hours," 
published  by  A  D.  F.  Randolph  &  Co. 
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JfKe  Struggle  in  New-York,  between  honest,  law-abiding 
Miizenb  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  ring  of  corrupt  politicians  on 
the  othev,  who  are  robbing  the  city  treasury,  is  watched  with 
deep  interest  by  all  intelligent  American  citizens.  It  Is  a  life 
and  deatn  straggle.  The  robbers  know  that  defeat  is  rain  and 
infamy.  Honest  citizens  know  that,  in  failing  to  put  down  and 
crash  ofhee-noiders,  the  exposure  of  whose  outrageous  guilt  is  so 
complete,  they,  -with  eyes  open,  resign  the  control  of  the  city  and 
its  property  into  (he  hands  of  men  who  have  shamelessly  abused 
the  high  trust  reposed  in  them.  Such  a  disgraceful  surrender,  no 
body  of  respectame,  law-abiding  citizens  in  this  country  ever  made. 
Some  progress  has  ooen  made  by  a  committee  of  seventy  upright 
and  trusted  citizens  in  putting  down  the  corrupt  men  now  in 
power.  The  ring  has  been  broken  by  de- 
taching the  Comptroller  from  his  associates. 
Bat  much  remains  to  be  done  before  these 
men  can  be  removed  fiom  the  offices  they 
have  dishonored.  The  ttiumph  of  a  wronged 
community  would  exert  a  political  influence 
for  good  far  beyond  the  city  of  New-York. 
The  success  of  the  rogues  will  strengthen 
everywhere  those  who  are  seeking  in  all  the 
branches  of  our  government  to  enrich  them- 
selves out  of  the  public  purse. 


£perial  %iA\m. 


COLGATE!  &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 
as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealer*  in 

PERFUMERY 

AID 

toujBT  ahtiolbb. 


TIE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 

AID 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

REO   LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red   Lead,  etc. 

aUO, 

LINSEED    OIL, 

B»w,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AQENT8, 

WT  Pearl  Street,  New-Yuik, 


jfyftinl  |ftfticf*J. 


To  Bemove  the  Mormon  Peat  from  the  territory  of  Utah 
by  enforcing  the' law  against  polygamy,  is  being  attempted  in  the 
United  States  courts  of  that  region.  A  grand  jury  has  been  im- 
panelled, composed  of  men  who  seem  willing  to  bring  to  justice 
all  offenders  against  the  law  refusing  a  man  more  than  one  wife 
All  good  citizens  will  wish  well  to  this  timely  legal  effort  toward 
the  removal  of  a  community  which  is  a  disgrace  to  our  crrilh*. 
tlon  and  Christianity. 


To  avoid  Collisions  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad,  u- 
operator  sits  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night  in  the  Kalamuoo 
station  (midway  of  the  line),  and  receives  telegrams  from  each 
train  on  the  road  the  instant  it  enters  or  leaves  the  su 
tlon,  so  that  he  holds  or  starts  it  at  will.  Hi*  eye  is  literally 
the   entire  line    continually,  making 


Jdujartl  %tmi, 
ENGRAVING 


ESTABLISHMENT, 

No.  48   Beekmau   Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


BTXAX  TO  AND  FRO*  GLASGOW, 

CALLING  AT 
MOTILLE,  LONDUNDIEBY 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  8TEAM- 
BRS, 

Asnerlea,         Caledonia,     India, 
Anajlla.  Columbia,       Iowa, 

Australia,       Baront,  lemalla, 

Britannia  Seanaanavta 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  M,  North  River,  at  12  o'clock,  Moon. 

B"e§  of  Passage  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low  as 
byany  other  mat-Class  Line. 

"Passengers  are.aUo  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Rail  war  station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg1.  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  Ac. 
Excursion  Tickets  Good  for  12  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  in  the  ar- 
rangemente  to  give  satisfaction  to  all classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

.Prepaid Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe,  lasned  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  Mends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  BATHS. 

Fcr  further  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office.  No.  7  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 

Nsw  Tom,  January,  1871.        ' 


ASBURY  LIFE  IHSURAXCE  CO. 

805  BROADWAY, 
Cor.  11th  St.,  Hew- York. 

C  C.  NORTH,  President. 
A.  V.  STOUT,  Vice-President 
J.  A.  STILES,  Secretary. 
HABCTJ8  D.  SAVIN,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 


USE 
JOHN    OWICHT   A   OO.'s 

BEST   8ALEBATU8, 

Or  their 

SUPER    OARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 

1.    Established  1848. 

11  Old  Slip,  New-York. 


a  collision  next  to  an  impossibility,  and 
though  it  is  a  single-track  road,  safety  seems 
to  be  guaranteed.  We  are  hardly  sur- 
prised to  learn  of  a  road  managed  in  this 
way  tbat  for  over  sixteen  years  not  s  dn  p 
of  blood  has  been  drawn  .by  any  tod 
dent  to  road  or  cars,  from  man,  woman, 
or  child  inside  the  train.  Other  roads 
might  well  imitate  the  above  wise  precau- 
tion adopted  at  Kalamazoo. 


T.   G.   SELLEW, 
DESKS, 

Office  and  Library 

FURNITURE, 

No.  108  Fulton  Street, 

NEW-YORK. 


Balks  •■«  Offices  Fitted  Op. 


FINE  GOLD  JEWELRY. 
CAM  SO   SETS,   RINGS,   SLEEVE- 
BUTTONS,    Etc. 
Cameo  Portraits  Cut  to  Order. 

SHELL   JEWELRY. 
Burring;   Keektae**,  Monogrmm  X*msW». 

SCHUYLER,   HARTLEY    *   GRAHAM 
tt  Jon*  Stbxst  aim  10  Maidbx  Lure, 
Nrw-Toax 


$U  jloolus, 

for  sale  at  the  earliest  moments  after  publication  w 
importation,  by  GEORGE  B.  ROYS,  828  Broadwsj, 
at  the  old  stand  of  WALTER  LOW  and  R  H. 
TICKNOR,  between  lltli  and  18th  Sta.    Open  uu« 
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EVANGELICAL  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING, 

AT  KLBKBFKLD,   IN  THE  PBOV1NC15   OF    EHINELAND,    OXBMANT. 


Lono  before  the  founding  of  the  Evangel  ical  Association  build- 
ing In  Elberfeld,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  had 
felt  the  need  of  a  locale  where  they  might  hold  their  meet- 
ings, and  also  the  Importance  of  a  "  Herberge  sur  Heimath," 
or  Home  for  Strangers.  This  feeling  was,  moreover,  shared  by 
the  Bible  Society,  the  Evangelical  Educational  Association,  and 
other  societies  engaged  in  the  Home  Mission  work. 

In  1858,  a  public  meeting  was  held  for  this  purpose,  and  9000 
thalers  (about  $7000)  were  contributed  for  this  purpose,  and  sev- 
eral buildings,  situated  in  Casino-street,  and  consisting  of  a  beau- 
tiful dwelling-house,  a  riding-school,  and  outhouses,  were  pur- 
chased and  suitably  famished  for  60,000  thalers,  or  about  $89,000. 


But  a  debt  of  10,000  thalers  remained  on  the  buildings.  In  1860, 
the  dedicatory  services  took  place.  A  deacon  (diakou)  from  Dins- 
burg  was  appointed  "  house-father "  or  chaplain  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  a  member  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  chosen  as  his  assist- 
ant in  conducting  the  Strangers'  Home.  The  following  associa- 
tions were  received  into  the  building :  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  lately 
established  Christian  Citizens'  Association,  and  a  "Home  for 
Strangers."  The  large  hall  of  the  building,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating about  1000  persons,  was  devoted  to  the  celebration  of 
Christian  fete*  and  to  the  use  of  various  large  assemblies.  In  1801, 
the  Evangelical  Educational  Association  took  possession  of  the 
rooms  thaf  had  heen  originally  set  apart  for  it.    In  1863,  new  ef- 
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forts  were  pat  forth  to  lighten  the  harden  of  debt,  and  in  voluntary 
contributions,  10,000  thalers  were  again  raised.  The  number  of 
persons  that  visit  the  Herberge  daily  is  between  twenty-five  and 
thiriy.  For  journeymen  or  travelling  tradespeople,  thirty  beds,  in 
two  large  halls,  have  been  set  apart.  Some  of  these,  however,  in 
winter,  when  they  are  not  in  snch  demand,  are  occupied  by  regu- 
lar boarders.  The  price  of  lodging  is  five  cents  a  night  There 
are,  besides  these  two  halls,  several  rooms,  furnished  with  two  or 
three  beds  each,  where  the  price  of  lodging  is  1JH  cents  a  night, 
and  also  three  rooms  furnished  in  hotel  style  for  strangers.  Six 
rooms  are  let  to  young  clerks  or  young  men  in  the  high  schools 
who  are  provided  also  with  meals  at  a  separate  table.  Every 
evening  a  short  devotional  service  is  conducted  by  the  house, 
father  in  the  Home.  The  better  class  of  employers  in  the  city 
and  its  neighborhood  stands  in  a  very  friendly  relation  to  this 
Herberge  Home,  where  they  seek  for  and  often  find  faithful  em- 
ployees. 

From  a  letter  of  Mr.  Christian  King,  Secretary  of  the  West- 
phalian  and  Bhinelandish  Union  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.,  I  transmit 
the  following  Hems  concerning  that  association  in  Elberfeld : 
"  The  society  was  founded  upward  of  thirty  years  ago,  and  is 
divided  into  three  sections :  first,  the  Young  Men's  Association, 
which  has  about  200  members ;  second,  the  Married  Men's  Associa- 
tion, with  about  80  members ;  and,  third,  an  association  of  boys, 
from  14  to  17  years  of  age,  and  from  40  to  50  in  number.  These 
three  divisions  occupy  six  large  rooms  in  the  back  part  of  the 
association  building. 

"  The  Young  Men's  branch  formerly  numbered  about  400  mem- 
bers. This  number  has  fallen  off,  however,  from  various  causes. 
Thirty  of  them  went  to  the  war  as  soldiers,  and  thirty  others  as 
diakonen,  who  did  good  and  faithful  service  in  caring  for  the 
sick  and  wounded.  Many  former  members  of  the  association  are 
engaged  in  Christian  work  in  different  parts  of  Germany,  and 
beveral  are  clergymen  in  America." 


WORK  FIRST  FOR  YOUNG  MEN. 

[Extracts  from  the  address  of  Mr.  B.  R.  McBurney,  at  State  Convention, 
September  13th-14tb,  Dtlca,  N.  T.] 

Our  associations  have  their  existence  in  this  land  to-day,  upon 
the  plea  that  young  men  are  the  most  tempted  and  the  least  cared 
for  of  any  class  in  our  community,  and  that  young  men  associated, 
as  in  these  societies,  exert  over  their  fellows  the  strongest  human 
influence  which  can  possibly  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them — 
that  young  men  are  most  easily  attracted  and  led  by  young 
men. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  in  some  cases  our  distinctive  work  is  neg- 
lected largely  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  is  a  more  difficult 
work  than  almost  any  other  form  of  Christian  effort.  It  requires 
the  tenderest  patience,  the  minutest  painstaking,  the  most  vigi- 
lant tact,  and  consecration  the  most  complete.  It  is  a  difficult 
thing  to  visit  the  lowly  and  feed  the  hungry ;  to  speak  words  of 
encouragement  to  the  despairing,  and  to  urge  upon  all  such  their 
need  of  an  interest  in  the  all-atoning  work  of  the  Saviour.  It  is  a 
far  more  difficult  thing  to  urge  an  acceptance  of  Christ  upon  men 
in  the  same  counting-house,  store  or  shop,  standing  by  our  side 
our  fellows  and  our  equals,  who  know  our  habits  of  life,  our 
modes  of  thought,  and  our  delinquencies,  as  well  as  they  are 
known  to  us.  Bat  difficult  and  trying  as  this  may  sometimes  be, 
it  is  the  work  upon  the  performance  of  which  we  as  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  itand  or  fall  in  the  communities  in  which 
we  are  located.    .   .   . 

In  no  former  year  have  the  associations  of  New- York  had  their 
distinct  and  definite  work  so  clearly  held  before  them,  nor  have 
they  in  the  main  ever  so  closely  adhered  to  it,  The  localization 
of  the  State  committee,  and  the  timely  and  efficient  labors  of  the 
State  agent,  together  with  the  careful  oversight  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  have  exercised  over  the  special  districts  al- 
lotted to  them,  have,  under  God,  contributed  more  than  all  ehteto 
pur  present  strength.    Through  these  effort*,  associations  which 


had  grown  lukewarm  have  been  aroused  to  activity.  Young 
men  in  towns  where  associations  did  not  exist  have  been  induced 
to  organize  and  pledge  themselves  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  work.  Much  valuable  experience  has  been  interchanged  as 
to  the  most  successful  methods  of  reaching  young  men.  In  view 
of  such  facta  as  these,  we  recall  with  gratitude  the  action  of  the 
convention  of  last  year  in  appointing  and  in  tupplying  with  fund* 
the  efficient  executive  committee  of  the  State  who  had  been  so 
instrumental  in  achieving  these  results.  It  rests  with  us  to  per- 
petuate and  extend  the  work  so  promisingly  began. 

[The  Utica  Convention  promptly  appointed  and  localized 
at  Poughkeepsie  an  executive  committee,  and  to  aid  them  in 
their  work  raised  over  $1000,  more  than  double  the  sum  con- 
tributed the  year  before. 


HOW  TO  CONDUCT  A  BIBLE-CLASS. 

BT  PROFESSOR  W.  H.  THOMSON,  lf.D. 
NO.  H. 

It  cannot  be  too  dearly  recognized  that  the  province  of  a  Bible- 
class  is  instruction.  Sacred  subjects  which  may  minister  to  edi- 
fication, meditation,  or  exhortation,  belong  properly  to  other 
church  exercises,  such  as  the  sermon  or  the  prayer-meeting,  but 
knowledge  should  be  the  object  sought  after  from  the  Bible-class. 
We  have  known  Bible-classes  come  to  naught  just  from  neglect 
of  this  principle.  A  pastor  of  our  acquaintance  once  made  a 
praiseworthy  effort  in  getting  his  whole  congregation  to  attend 
a  class  to  be  led  by  him  on  the  Sabbath ;  but  he  gave  out  as  the 
lesson  a  passage  which  had  been  already  selected  for  the  Sunday- 
school— consisting  of  nine  verses  out  of  a  chapter  in  John's  gos- 
pel. This  passage  had  nothing  in  it  which  a  boy  of  twelve  could 
not  readily  understand;  and  the  natural  result  was  that  the 
adults  did  not  gain  a  single  new  idea,  but  spent  a  weary  hour 
listening  to  reflections  suggested  by  the  verses,  which  might 
have  been  much  better  cast  into  a  pulpit  address  than  slowly  de- 
veloped by  leading  questions.  There  is  scarcely  anything  so 
tiresome,  if  not  provoking,  as  to  submit  to  interrogatories  whose 
answers  all  know  to  be  known  by  all ;  because  questions  should 
be  only  for  eliciting  or  for  imparting  Information,  and  hence  they 
will  always  prove  a  very  clumsy  instrument  in  preaching. 

If  a  Bible-class  is  to  grow  and  bear  fruit,  it  must  keep  to  the 
ideal  of  education.  But  education  always  implies  a  systematic 
and  prolonged  process,  just  as  the  study  of  any  branch  of  knowl- 
edge is  not  by  disconnected  discourses  er  weekly  meditations,  but 
an  acquisition  of  facts  and  principles,  with  directions  or  explana- 
tions of  their  bearing  on  the  subject  investigated.  A  Bibloclaes 
teacher,  therefore,  should  first  make  himself  master  of  some 
great  and  leading  biblical  subject,  one  about  which  the  Scrip- 
tures have  a  great  deal  to  say,  so  that  a  clear  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  relating  to  it  cannot  fail  to  be  a  great  addition  to 
every  one's  Christian  life.  Having  fitted  himself  for  imparting 
what  his  studies  have  afforded  him,  let  him  then  undertake  to 
teach  it,  not  in  one  lesson,  but  for  one  or  two  years,  if  not  more. 
To  illustrate  what  I  would  thus  recommend,  I  would  cite  three 
such  subjects,  any  one  of  which  would  fulfil  all  the  conditions 
required. 

1.  The  Messianic  prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament. 

It  is  wonderful  how  much  the  great  weapon  of  the  Apostles 
for  convincing  men  is  neglected  by  the  modern  church. 
Wherever  the  founders  of  the  Church  went,  whether  to  the  syn- 
agogue or  among  the  heathen,  they  appealed  to  those  ancient 
writings  in  which  had  been  foretold,  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers 
manners,  the  glad  coming  into  this  world  of  its  Saviour,  -and 
proved  that  those  prophecies  unmistakably  referred  to  one  Jesus 
of  Nazareth.  That  arirument  from  prophecy  stands  just  ss 
strong  and  impregnable  at  this  hour  as  when  Peter,  James,  and 
Paul  made  it  the  burden  of  their  mighty  preaching.  We  have 
found  no  Mohammedan  in  Asia,  nor  any  unbeliever  in  America,  able 
to.  withstand,  if  only  he  would  listen  to  it,  the  unfolding  of  the 
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tea  imony  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures  to  the   Christian  Messiah. 
All  the  elaborate  treatises  on  the  evidences  we  should  be  willing 
to  dispense  with,  if  called  upon  to  do  so,  could  we  but  get  the 
ear  of  men  to  the  priceless  witness  of  those  Hebrew  prophets 
who  foretold  everything  about  Jesus  centuries  before  He  came  to 
die  for  a  sinful  race ;   for  the  argument  from  prophecy  is  the 
easiest  and  most  irresistible  appeal  to  the  fact  of  the  miraculous 
and  supernatural  that  can  be  desired.    Men  are  as  much  chained 
to  the  Dresent  in  time  as  they  are  bound  to  the  surface  of  the 
earth  in  space,  and  a  real  prophecy  is  as  great  a  human  impossi- 
bility as  it  is  for  a  man  to  step  to  the  skies.    A  correct  prediction 
may  be  of  man,  because,  reasoning  from  causes  in  the  present,  he 
may  foretell  future  effects  of  those  causes,  but,  for  all  that,  he  is 
the  creature  of  the  present  still.    A  prophecy,  however,  is  a 
wholly  different  thing,  for  it  is  a  foretelling  of  that  about  which 
nothing  in  the   present   may  afford  the  slightest    intimation. 
How,  for  instance,  could  any  man  with  twelve  sons  be  enabled 
not  only  to  predict  that  each  of  them  would  have  thousands  of 
descendants,  but  to  define  the  distinctive  character  of  those  de- 
scendants, as  did  Jacob  in  Gen.  40 1    Of  the  first  he  said  that  they 
would  never  amount  to  anything  in  the  world ;  the  second  and 
third  would  be  forever  dispersed  among  their  brethren ;    the 
eleventh  would  be  the  most  numerous  and  flourishing  of  all— 
which  Ephraim  was  to  the  last    of  his  history;  the 'twelfth, 
though  small  in  comparison   with  the  lion  of  the  tribe,  yet 
should  appear  as  an  insatiable  aggressor,  never  ceasing  to  fight 
with  his  enemies- just  as,  in  point  of  fact,  Benjamin  did  supply 
to  the  old  Hebrew  host  more  warriors,  in  proportion,  than  any 
tribe,  and  finally  gave  a  Paul  to  the  Christian  army  ;  but,  above 
all,  how  came  he  to  single  out  the  fourth  son  as  the  permanent 
one  of  the  family,  so  that  whatever  happened  to  the  rest,  he  should 
remain  a  nation  till  there  came  of  him  the  man  to  whom  the 
Gentile  nations  would  gather  themselves  together !    But  the  Old 
Testament  is  full  of  such  prophecies,  which  should  be  pressed 
upon  the  rationalist  and  the  man  of  this  world,  to  be  accounted 
for  on  any  of  his  vaunted  naturalistic  principles. 

But  it  is  especially  in  connection  with  the  advent  of  Him  of 
whom  all  the  prophets  testified,  that  this  argument  can  be  devel- 
oped with  a  wonderful  cumulative  force,  from  the  earliest  book  of 
the  Old  Testament  to  the  last.  There  is  not  one  feet  or  doctrine 
which  the  Christian  church  believes  and  preaches  about  its 
Founder  which  cannot  be  shown  to  be  specifically  foretold  in  the 
Scriptures  as  pertaining  to  the  promised  Messiah,  and  that,  too, 
in  so  many  ways,  and  with  such  unmistakable  particularity,' that 
it  is  impossible  to  be  accounted  for  by  any  calculation  of  chances 
or  fortuitous  coincidences.  To  show  how  a  Bible-class  could  be 
led  for  Sabbath  after  Sabbath  along  this  path,  we  will  rapidly 
sketch,  in  a  future  paper,  a  series  of  lessons  which  may  be  of 
practical  value  to  those  engaging  in  this  study. 


A  Remarkable  Prophecy.— During  the  hour  devoted  to  Bi- 
ble-class  instruction,  in  the  late  State  Convention  at  Utica,  N.  Y 
Isaiah  53 :  9  formed  a  part  of  the  lesson,  and  the  second  clause  of 
the  verse  was  rendered  correctly,  "  And  he  made  his  grave  with 
the  wicked,  but  he  was  with  a  rich  man  in  his  death."  The  ques- 
tion was  then  asked,  "  Wasn't  the  converse  of  this  fulfilled  ?"— viz , 
he  was  with  the  wicked  in  his  death  and  in  the  grave  of  a  richman' 
The  literat  rendering  of  the  first  clause,  the  verb  of  which  In  the 
original  is  passive,  obviates  the  difficulty  raised  :  "A  grave  was 
appointed  for  him  with  the  wicked,  but  he  was  with  a  rich  man 
in  his  death." 


Scattering  Tint  Seed  of  Truth.-A  friend  allows  usto  print 
the  following  letter,  lately  received  by  him  from  Atlanta  Ga. 
It  describes  a  useful  method  of  tract  distribution  : 

"I  learn  that  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  some  seven  or  eight 
packages  of  papers,  which  I  have  received  through  mail  This  is 
a  great  field  for  tract  and  paper  distribution.  M and  my- 
self have  distributed  about  eight  thousand  pages  beside  your 
papers.    They  are  generally  not  only  received  with  thanks   but 


sought  after,  and  we  have  a  full  assurance  that  the  great  majori- 
ty of  them  are  read.    We  find  the  papers  well  calculated  to  reach 

a  class  that  would  not  receive  tracts.    M ,  as  well  as  myself, 

live  by  the  work  of  our  hand,  but  gladly  and  thankfully  engage 
In  this  distribution." 


Getting  Vexed  with  Ourselves  is  hot  Humtutt.— «  Our 
pride  is  often  irritated  by'a  view  of  our  defects,  and  this  sentiment 
is  taken  for  humility.  Poor  human  nature  longs,  from  self-love, 
to  behold  itself  perfect.  It  is  vexed  and  impatient  that  it  is  not 
so  already.  It  is  out  of  temper  with  itself  and  everybody  else. 
Sad  state!  as  though  the  work  of  God  could  be  accomplished  by 
our  ill-humor.  .  .  .  You  will  find  by  experience  that  your 
progress  will  be  much  more  aided  by  a  simple,  peaceful  turning 
to  God  than  by  all  your  chagrin  and  spite  at  the  faults  that  ex- 
ist in  you.  Only  be  faithful  in  turning  quietly  toward  God  alone 
the  moment  you  perceive  what  you  have  done.  Do  not  stop  to 
argue  with  yourself.  When  you  accuse  yourself  of  your  misery 
I  see  but  you  and  yourself  in  consultation ;  poor"  wisdom  that  wiH 
issue  from  where  God  is  not :  you  only  increase  your  difficulties. 
Whose  hand  is  it  that  must  pluck  you  out  of  the  mire?  Then 
look  to  God.  It  is  His  presence  that  causes  us  to  go  forth  from 
self,  and  we  can  thus  go  forth,  simply  by  turning  toward  God 
and  gradually  forming  the  habit  of  so  doing,  and  by  a  faithful 
persistence  in  the  habit  whenever  we  perceive  that  we  have  war- 
dered from  Him. — Fentlon. 


Tnuulated  for  the  Aiocclatlon  Monthly. 

THE  PILGRIM. 

From  the  German  of  Schiller. 
"  Read  this  poem  of  Schiller's  with  that  Name,  which  is  above 

every  name,  as  its  solution.     'The  there'  is  'here.'" Mrs. 

Charles. 

Life  was  only  in  its  spring-tide, 

When  to  wander  forth  inclined, , 
Youth  I  left  with  all  its  gladness 

In  my  father's  house  behind. 
Joyful,  full  of  faith,  my  birthright, 

All  I  had  I  tossed  away, 
Then  a  pilgrim's  staff  inclasping. 

Childish  folly  won  the  day. 
For  a  mighty  hope  inspired  me, 

Faith  clasped  hands  with  vague  desire: 
"'  On,"  I  cried,  "  the  way  is  open, 

Ever  upward,  ever  higher ! 
"  On,  until  a  golden  portal 

Shall  to  enter  welcome  thee ; 
There  the  earthly  shall  be  heavenly, 

Heavenly  and  immortal  be." 
It  was  night,  and  came  the  morning, 

Never,  never  stood  I  still ; 
But  there  yet  remained  concealed 

What  I  wanted,  what  would  will. 
Mountains  rose  to  bar  my  progress,  * 

Rivers  deep  my  way  withstood, 
Over  gulfs  I  built  me  causeways, 

Passed  in  safety,  bridged  the  flood. 
To  a  river's  shore  arriving, 

Whose  wide  current  eastward  prest, 
Full  of  faith,  I  gladly  cast  me 

Straight  into  it)  flowing  breast. 
Making  me  its  sport,  it  bore  me 

Onward  to  a  mighty  sea  : 
Naught  but  empty  space  before  me, 

All  I  aimed  for  fled  from  me. 
Ah  !  no  bridge  will  lead  me  thither 

Heaven  will  not  to  earth  come  near, 
But  forever  smile  beyond  me, 

While  the  There  I 
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"THY  CALF,  0  SAMARIA,  HATH    CAST  THEE 
OFF." 

BT  REV.  JOHN  HALL,  D.D. 

"  Where  is  the  use  of  my  dragging  along  any  more  ?  Unless 
a  fellow  sells  himself  oat,  there's  nothing  to  be  got,"  said  a 
bright  young  lawyer,  as  he  lingered  with  his  hand  on  the  knob  of 
my  study-door.  He  has  closed  his  office,  and  left  New-York. 
*'  What  is  the  use  of  trying  to  be  honest  ani  respectable,  when  I 
know  most  respectable  people  to  be  dishonest  1"  That  was  the 
form  in  which  another  young  man  had  to  put  his  thoughts,  when 
he  was  aided  to  a  clear  analysis  of  his  crude  conclusions.  Now,  I 
am  not  a  partizan ;  nor  is  it  on  any  mere  political  ground  that  I 
feel  a  profound  satisfaction  in  the  recent  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion in  New- York,  concerning  men  who  were  recently  "  rich  and  re- 
spectable ;"  and  with  no  mean  and  vulgar  trampling  on  the  fall- 
en, but  with  an  earnest  wish  for  the  good  of  the  rising,  I  wish  to 
address  a  few  sentences  to  our  young  men — sentences  which,  like 
a  funeral  sermon,  are  not  for  the  dead,  but  the  living. 

Young  men  I  there  are  persons  whose  wealth  you  would  not 
now  take,  with  its  appurtenances  of  scorn  and  contempt.  You 
no  longer  look  with  envious  or  admiring  eyes  on  their  splendid 
success,  if  you  were  ever  tempted  to  such  folly.  To  you  now, 
they  are  not  admirable  persons  nor  desirable  friends.  But  think 
for  a  moment  1  they  have  not  been  made  mean  and  despicable  by 
the  exposure  of  their  ways.  No  political  or  personal  hostility  can 
demean  or  degrade  a  true  man.  What  these  men  are  now,  in 
themselves,  in  their  own  conscious  claims  to  respect  and  contempt, 
they  were  six  months  or  a  year  ago.  The  only  difference  is,  that 
their  career  is  now  set  in  the  strong  light  of  public  opinion.  You 
might  by  tortuous  ways,  and  at  tae  price  of  your  integrity,  amass 
wealth,  and  escape  detection  ;  but  remember,  at  the  bar  of  your 
own  conscience,  you  would  be  a  degraded,  abject  man  ;  and  at  the 
bar  of  your  judgment,  you  would  sometimes  be  a  trembling  and 
apprehensive  wretch,  alarmed  by  the  idea  of  Justice,  lame  as  she 
is,  overtaking  you  at  the  las*.  Young  men,  keep  your  integrity, 
even  with  poverty.  Keep  ia  your  own  good  graces.  Preserve  the 
answer  of  a  good  conscience.  He  who  tails  here,  fails  to  be  respect- 
able, though  he  should  die  in  the  odor  of  commercial  sanctity, 
and  fifty  millions  be  represented  at  his  funeral. 

The  words  that  stand  at  the  head  of  these  paragraphs  had  a 
striking  significance  as  used  by  the  Hebrew  prophet,  Hosea 
(8:5.)  A  golden  calf  had  been  set  up,  and  Samaritans  wor- 
shipped  it,  but  were  none  the  better  for  it.  The  One  Adorable, 
whose  place  it  usurped,  loathes  it,  and  they  shall  loathe  it  also. 
He  will  make  it  hateful ;  "  the  calf  of  Samaria  shall  be  broken  to 
pieces,"  much  as  its  predecessor  had  been,  all  golden  as  it  was,  in 
the  days  of  the  people's  folly  before  Sinai. 

Young  men,  golden  calves,  taking  God's  place  and  arrogating 
the  love,  honor,  and  service  tiat  belong  to  Him,  are  hateful  to 
Him,  often  are  made  hateful  to  their'  worshippers,  and  sooner  or 
later  "are  broken  into  pieces."  Bow  down  to  the  calf,  and  it  is 
likely  enough  to  cast  you  off  some  day,  but  itself  is  sure  to  be 
ground  to  powder  in  the  end. 

"Wealth  comes  fast  enough  to  honesty  and  industry,  in  this 
country.  Do  not  run  after  riches.  Do  your  duties,  and  let  wealth 
come  to  you,  if  God  will.  Then  there  is  hope  that  your  culture 
and  capacity  to  use  it  will  keep  pace  with  its  growth.  Your 
means  will  be  without  meanness,  and  will  not  convert  your  neigh- 
bors into  volunteer  detectives,  working  with  the  passionate  zeal 
of  men  who  feel  themselves  wronged  and  insulted.  No  good 
man  will  count  you  a  prominent,  incarnate  temptation  to  the 
young,  overlastingly  suggesting  the  horrid  thought  that  virtue 
is  out  of  date,  and  that  honesty  does  not  pay.  And  if  a  reverse 
overtook  you,  no  true  man  would  feel  profound  gratitude  that  the 
temptation  was  gone,  that  '*  your  calf  had  cast  you  off."  Young 
men  of  America !  it  is  with  you,  under  God,  to  ruin  or  restore 
this  Bepublic.  Be  honest,  personally,  politically,  commercially, 
even  if  poor.  To  be  dishonest  is  to  sow  the  wind,  and  the  crop 
is  like  the  seed,  with  an  increase.  The  sowei  reaps  the  whirl- 
wind. 


A  STIRRING  ESSAY  AND  DEBATE 

AT     THE     STATE     CONVENTION     IN     NORTHAMPTON,    MASS. 

"  The  power  of  the  Church  through  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  "  was  the  subject  of  an  able  essay,  read  before  the 
above-named  convention  by  Rev.  D.  C.  Enowles,  of  Lowell,  Mass. 
We  summarize  its  contents  as  follows : 

Both  indirectly  and  direct'!/ tne  power  of  the  Church  finds  ex- 
pression in  this  association.  By  its  indirect  influence  the  society 
often  rouses  force  latent  in  churches,  and  has  In  this  way  been  the 
means  of  quickening  them  to  new  life  ani  activity.  It  also  con- 
centrates the  power  of  the  churches  by  uniting  them  in  Christian 
work.  No  consolidation  of  the  denominations  is  proposed,  but 
less  jealousy  and  more  harmony  and  concert  of  action,  in  meet- 
ing the  common  foe,  are  developed.  May  the  time  soon  come 
when  Satan  will  have  to  face  the  concentrated  force  of  all  the 
churches  marching  side  by  side,  a  well-ordered,  resistless  host, 
under  the  leadership  of  Christ. 

The  direct  influence  of  the  association  in  developing  the  power 
of  the  Church  was  then  forcibly  described. 

Its  secular  agencies  reach  multitudes  who  have  an  aversion 
to  religious  servicee.  We  may  not  sit  coldly  in  our  churches, 
and  await  their  coming.  We  can  approach  them  through  the 
secular  agencies  of  the  association,  and  reestablish  friendship. 
Libraries,  reading-rooms,  parlors,  lectures,  and  employment  agen- 
cies unlock  the  sympathies  of  these  neglected  classes.  They  be- 
come bonds  of  union  binding  the  masses  to  the  Church.  The 
careless  are  surrounded  by  the  genial  atmosphere  of  piety. 

And  it  is  better  to  combine  Christians  of  different  names  in  this 
work.  It  gives  expression  and  exercise  to  the  unity  of  the 
churches  in  one  brotherhood.  The  world  looks  on  and  admires 
the  spirit  of  the  gospel.  Infidelity  withdraws  from  one  of  its 
strongholds. 

Other  prejudices,  also,  the  association  helps  to  dispel.  Though 
ministers  are  poorly  paid,  and  deserve  to  receive  far  more  than 
they  do  for  their  devoted  service,  yet  Satan  perverts  the  circum- 
stance of  their  receiving  anything  to  inflame  prej  udice  against  them. 
So  it  comes  to  pass  that  many  turn  away  from  listening  to  one 
who  is  "  paid  to  talk  in  that  way."  It  is  certainly  an  advantage 
of  the  association  that  it  lays  special  emphasis  on  volunteer 
Christian  work  by  the  laity.  Tho  world  sees  minister  and  peo- 
ple come  out  of  the  pulpit  and  frescoed  churches,  seeking  for  men 
in  the  crowded  thoroughfare  and  frequented  common,  pleading 
without  pay  for  a  reconciliation  with  God.  Prejudice  is  disarmed. 
The  ministry,  too,  in  thus  divesting  themselves  of  a  professional 
atmosphere  in  their  work,  enlarge  the  sphere  of  their  influence. 
This  frank,  hearty,  secular,  and  out-of  door  labor  for  Jesus  is  good 
for  clergy  and  laity,  and  is  teaching  the  masses  that  Christians 
are  not  "  cold  and  selfishly  exclusive,"  but  are  full  of  warm  and  lov- 
ing desire  to  win  their  sympathy  and  respect. 

Look  then  for  a  moment  at  this  Christian  society  I  A  united 
brotherhood  from  the  various  churches ;  a  lighted  room,  offering 
the  best  of  literary  advantages  ;  a  warm,  generous  greeting ;  daily 
religious  meetings ;  out-of-door  appeals  and  invitations ;  a  relig- 
ious home,  always  openr-aid,  advice,  and  sympathy.  Can  such  an 
institution  exist  among  us  without  producing  a  powerful  im- 
pression on  morals  and  piety  ?  Its  power  is  seen,  when  it  is 
worked  with  vigor,  by  the  bitter  opposition  it  excites  in  the  ene- 
mies of  Jesus. 

How  many  forlorn,  desolate,  and  lonely,  in  a  great  city,  re- 
pelled from  the  church,  and  hesitating  before  the  music  and  fas- 
cinations of  vicious  amusements,  have  looked  upon  the  transparen- 
cies flung  out  by  these  societies  of  Christian  young  men,  and 
seen  them  transfigured  with  the  luminosity  of  love !  Like  Peter 
on  the  mount  of  the  Master's  glory,  they  have  cried  out,  "  It  is 
good  for  us  to  be  here."  Take  down  these  tokens  of  Christian 
sympathy?  Put  out  these  lights  in  the  highways  of  life? 
Never,  unless  the  Church  is  ready  to  deny  her  Lord,  and  crucify 
Him  again  in  the  sight  of  His  temples,  and  amid  the  jeers  of 
Satan's  rum-shops.'  The  Church  must  use  these  agencies.  Thev 
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are  the  Teetibule  to  the  holy  edifice  of  Christianity.  Tliey  are 
open  doors,  ever  inviting  the  lonely  into  the  Shepherd's  fold. 
Nay,  they  are  beacons,  sending  out  over  the  dark  sea  of  life  rays 
of  warning  and  gracious  invitation,  pointing  oat  to  the  bewil 
dered  mariner  the  channel  that  runs  into  the  haven  of  rest. 
Jesus  says  to  the  Church,  "  Keep  these  lights  burning,  and  let 
them  guide  the  lost  to  their  Father's  home." 


A  LIVELY  DEBATE. 

Tnis  interesting  paper  was  followed  by  a  lively  discussion  on 
the  sphere,  work,  and  value  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. 

Rev.  Dr.  Z.  Eddy,  lately  of  Brooklyn,  rose  to  add  a  hearty  tes- 
timony to  the  usefulness  of  the  association.  He  was  deeply  in 
sympathy  with  the  work,  deeming  this  agency  an  important  aux- 
iliary of  the  churches.  In  view  of  the  growing  activity  an! 
power  of  Romanist  societies,  it  was  especially  desirable  that  this 
Protestant  brotherhood  should  be  strengthened  in  numbers  and 
influence. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.D,  of  the  Shawmut  avenue  church,  in 
Boston,  spoke  in  a  very  different  strain.  He  took  objection  to'the 
association  on  two  grounds  :  First,  in  itt  relation  to  the  Church. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  assump-.ion  that  it  was  superior  to,  and 
might  even  be  substituted  for,  the  Church.  He  dUliked  also  to 
hear  the  association  praised  at  the  expense  of  the  Church.  There 
were  but  three  and  only  three  institutions,  he  believed,  of  divine 
appointment :  the  Family,  the  Church,'  and  the  State.'  No  con- 
trivance or  society  of  man  can  be  tolerated  in  the  place  of  any  of 
these.  To  arrogate  for  any  institution  in  the  domestic,  or  relig- 
ious, or  political  sphere,  au  importance  equal  to  these,  was  alto- 
gether wrong. 

The  young  men,  too,  are  needed  in  tho  Church.  If  the  timo 
had  come  for  his  young  men  to  go,  he  wanted  to  leave  also.  He 
confessed,  for  one,  that  it  was  with  deep  regret  he  saw  at  some  of 
his  evening  meetings  young  men  of  his  flock  rise  and  retire. 
The  knowledge  that  they  were  going  to  attend  to  work  at  the 
rooms  of  the  association  gave  him  no  relief. 

The  association,  too,  shoies  itself  inadequate  to  the  very  work  it 
sets  out  to  accomplWt.  It  professes  to  care  for  young  men,  es- 
pecially during  the  evening  hours,  and  to  furnish  them  with 
Christian  companionship,  throwing  about  the^  something  like 
the  restraints  of- home.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  it  turns  the  young 
man  into  the  street  at  ten  o'clock  p.m.  What  does  it  do  for  him 
between  that  hour  and  seven  o'clock  a.m.,  the  period  when  Satan 
is  abroad,  plying  him  with  every  temptation?  Forty  years  ago, 
the  young  men  of  Boston  were  adequately  cared  for  in  the  homes' 
of  their  employers.  TLis  refuge  lias  been  closed,  and  the  rooms 
and  agencies  of  the  association  are  not  equal  to  supplying  their 
place.  Nevertheless,  he  was  of  opinion  that  in  our  large  cities 
these  associations  could  do  good,  provided  they  confined  them- 
selves rigidly  and  exclusively  to  work  for  young  men 

These  remarks  of  Dr.  Webb  called  forth  quick  and  prompt  re- 
,,..«*.  Before  he  had  finished,  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  of  Boston, 
who  was  obliged  to  hurry  away  to  catch  a  train,  asked  the  privj! 
lege  of  a  few  minutes.  He  briefly  replied  to  the  first  point  made 
by  Dr.  Webb,  repudiating,  on  the  part  of  the  association,  any 
wish,  attempt,  or  tendency  to  supplant  the  Church.  On  the  other 
land,  its  anxiety  had  been  and  was  to  insist  on  "  the  prior  claim 
tfthe  Church"  on  each  of  its  own  members.  As  a  pastor,  he 
could  testify  that  the  young  men  of  his  charge  who  were  ac'tive 
in  the  assoc'ation  were  always  the  most  faithful  to  the  Church. 
If  it  was  necessary  for  them  occasionally  to  leave  a  prayer  meet! 
ing  for  an  association  appointment,  he  always  wished  them  God- 
speed, rejoicing  that  they  could  thus  perform  double  duty  that 
night.  Ministeis  often  felt  bound  to  do  similar  work,  and  had 
been  known  even  to  Wave  prayer  meet'ngs  on  such  errands. 

Dr.  Folger,  of  Boston,  contended  that  the  rooms  and  agencies 
of  the  association  were  far  more  efficient  in  reaching  young  men 
than    other  instrumentalities  more  directly  employed    by  th3 


Church.  The  prayer  or  conference  meeting  was  not  open  every 
evening,  nor  after  nine  o'clock  p.m.  It  left  young  men  more  ex- 
posed to  temptation  than  did  the  association.  The  latter  hospi- 
tably entertained  them  every  evening.  If  they  cam*  under  the 
good,  genial  influsnces  there  thrown  about  them,  they  went 
away  at  ten  o'clock  p.m.  fortified  against  the  temptations  they 
might  afterward  meet.  If  they  have  been  uninfluenced  for  good 
they  were  guilty  of  rejecting  a  fair  and  favorable  opportunity' 
From  incurring  such  guilt,  no  human  device  or  persuaBion  can 
exempt  free,  responsible  men. 

Messrs.  Winchester,  of  South  Boston  ;  Marsh,  of  Orange  ;  Cool, 
idge,  of  Natick,  also  participated  in  the  debate.  The  speakers 
were  eager,  earnest,  and  persuasive  in  advocating  tho  cause  of 
the  association. 

[The  first  point  made  by  Dr.  Webb  cannot  be  substantiated. 
The  official  declarations  of  the  associations  in  district,  county, 
State,  provincial,  and  international  convention,  invariably  and 
expressly  insist  ori  the  priority  of  the  Church.  The  associa- 
tions are  faithful  to  these  declarations,  and  in  instances  without 
number  have  been  the  means  of  strength  and  increase  to  the 
Church.  Exceptions  there  may  be,  but  so  insignificant  that 
they  make  rather  than  mar  tho  rule. 

The  associations  have,  however,  suggested  to  the  churches, 
and  carried  out  new  methods  of  Christian  activity.  In  advocat- 
ing and  urging  the  importance  of  these,  and  in  deprecating  any 
neglect  to  use  them,  there  is  no  more  disparagement  of  the 
Church  than  there  was  in  the  origin  of  the  Bible,  the  tract,  and  the 
foreign  missionary  work.  In  spite  of  considerable  objection  and 
apathy,  these  and  other  forms  of  Christian  effort  were  adopted. 
They  have  occasioned  new  organizations  and  machinery,  have 
found  a  place  in  tho  sympathies  of  Christians,  and  work  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  the  churches.  We  claim  for  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  a  similar  place  among  the  institu- 
tions reared  by  the  Church  of  Christ  for  the  purposes  of  evan- 
gelism and  philanthropy.  They  each  and  all  contribute  to  re- 
enact  throughout  Christendom  that  wonderful  three  years'  min- 
istry of  love  which  comprehended  not  only  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel,  but  the  cure  of  the  sick,  the  feeding  of  the  hungry,  the 
recovery  of  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  dumb,  the  halt,  and  the 
maimed,  the  "  healing  of  the  broken-hearted,"  the  rebuke  and 
casting  out  of  Satan,  tender  ministry  to  all  forms  of  human 
woe,  the  proclamation  of"  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord." 

2.  A  word  concerning  the  second  point  made  by  Dr.  Webb. 
We  wish  that  tho  association  were  doing  more.    But  the  useful- 
ness of  the  Bible  Society,  hospital,  asylum,  or  other  benevolent 
institution,  is  to  be  judged  by  the  good  done  or  woe  alleviated, 
not  by  the  much  vaster  domain  of  misery  unreached.     The 
skeptic  who  should  make  an  argument  against  the  churches  of 
Boston,  by  simply  showing  what  they  did  not  accomplish  in  the 
way  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  population  of  that  city, 
would  very  quickly  hear  from  more  than  one  pulpit  of  the  fal- 
lacy that  lurked  in  his  logic.    The  claim  of  the  association  to 
support  and  confidence  rests  upon  what  it  has  done  and  is  doing 
for  young  men.    It  did  not,  in  Boston  and  other  cities,  close 
the  homes  of  employers  to  their  clerks.    It  found  these  doors 
shut,  and  sought,  with  just  as  much  means  as  the  churches  gave 
it,  to  minister  to  the  crying  wants  of  this  neglected  class.    Its 
machinery  is  far  from  perfect,  but  undeniable  good  has  been 
done.     Nor  is  it  fair  to  say  we  cast  tho  young  man  completely 
off  at  ten  o'clock  p.m.    The  association  does  all  it  can  to  secure 
him  access  to  the  best  boarding-house  within  his  means,  and 
has  in  this  way  saved  many  from  dens  of  temptation  into  which 
they  would  have  been  lured.    But  when  all  the  churches  and 
ministers  are  as  enthusiastic  in  this  good  work  as  some  are,  the 
power  and  usefulness  of   the  society  will,  without  doubt,  bo 
largely  increased.     It  is  rapidly  receiving,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  additional  aid.     Its  distinctive  aim  is  more  accurately 
defined  and  apprehended  than  ever  before.     But  the  Christian 
public  very  generally  owe,  and,  we  believe,  will  give,  to  this 
work  for  Christ  among  young  men  greatly  augmented  support 
and  encouragement-En.] 


218 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[November, 


OUT  OF  DARKNESS  INTO  LIGHT. 


THE   8TOKY   OF  A  MEMBER  OP    TBE   YOUNG  MEN'S   CHRIS- 
TIAN ASSOCIATION  IN   DUBLIN  AND  NEW-YORK. 


My  connection  with  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  dates  from  the  year  1865. 
As  a  clerk  in  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  establishments  in 
Dublin,  I  casually  visited  the  rooms,  and  wrote  my  name  and  ad- 
dress in  a  large  book  which  was  provided  there  for  that  purpose, 
little  dreaming  that  that  signature  was  destined,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  to  lead  me  out  from  under  the  thraldom  of  sin. 

Being  almost  a  perfect  stranger  to  the  restraining  influences  of 
home,  I  was,  though  very  young  in  years,  a  complete  adept  in 
wrong  doing.  My  parents  were  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. One  brother  was  a  foreign  missionary,  and  another  was 
studying  for  the  ministry,  and  a  sister,  too,  who  is  now  with  Je- 
sus, was  a  happy  Christian ;  but  I,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
family,  who  was  invariably  styled  "the  black  sheep  of  the  flock," 
'could  not  be  induced  to  attend  the  means  of  grace.  Hating  the 
very  name  of  Jesus,  and  looking  down  with  the  utmost  contempt 
upon  all  who  reproved  me  for  my  sin,  I  tbought  it  was  unman- 
ly to  be  a  Christian.  The  prayer-meeting  was  made  an  object  of 
ridicule,  and  I  strove  strenuously  to  excel  in  all  those  sinful  prac- 
tices in  which  young  men  indulge.  But  the  cup  of  pleasure, 
falsely  so-called,  did  not  satisfy.  I  was,  notwithstanding  al],  in- 
tensely miserable,  and  a  slave  to  the  fear  of  death,  without  God 
and  without  hope  in  the  world.  But  He  who  came  to  seek  and 
to  save  that  which  was  lost,  with  the  almighty  arm  of  sovereign 
love  arrested  me  in  my  mad  career.  It  was  a  calm  and 
beautiful  summer  evening.  The  gay  crowds  in  the  street  were 
pressing  on  to  scenes  of  amusement,  and  with  a  heavy  heart  I 
joined  the  giddy  throng,  determined,  if  it  were  possible,  to  drown 
my  sorrow  in  the  whirlpool  of  pleasure.  Hour  after  hour 
passed  quickly  by,  but  my  efforts  were  unsuccessful.  The  empty 
laugh,  the  low  jest,  and  the  horrid  oath  only  augmented  my  load 
of  guilt. 

Leaving  at  a  late  hour  the  scene  of  revelry,  I  wended  my 
was  through  the  deserted  streets  of  the  city  toward  home.  The 
t tars  seemed  like  countless  eyes  scrutinizing  my  inmost  thoughts, 
and  the  consciousness  of  sin  oppressed  me.  There  wag  no  kind 
friend  to  point  me  to  Jesus.  The  agony  of  those  hours  was  in- 
tense. 

I  retired,  wea/y  and  sad,  seeking  in  sleep  relief  from  the  crush- 
ing load.  But  "  God  speaketh  once,  yea  twice,  yet  man  perceiv- 
eth  it  not,  in  a  dream,  in  a  vision  of  the  night,  when  deep  sleep 
falleth  upon  men,  in  slumberings  upon  the  bed."  That  night  I 
had  a  dream  which  can  never  be  effaced  from  my  memory.  The 
future  misery  awaiting  me  as  an  impenitent  man  was  vividly 
pictured  before  me,  and  I  awoke  with  the  words  "  You  are 
damned !"  ringing  in  my  ears.  Though  I  had  not  prayed  for  years, 
I  could  not  help  exclaiming,  "  Thank  God,  it  was  not  a  reality  1" 

In  the  morning  I. rose  with  strong  determination  to  turn  over  a 
new  leaf,  and  to  shun  all  my  old  -companions.  But  these  resolu- 
tions passed  away  like  the  morning  dew,  for  on  the  evening  of 
that  day  I  plunged  into  sin  more  deeply  than  ever,  and' continued 
this  course  for  several  months. 

While  standing  in  a  cigar-store  one  Sunday,  conversing  with 
the  proprietor,  a  faithful  brother,  who  had  my  interest  very  much 
at  heart,  seeing  me  there,  entered,  and  in  a  char  voice,  said : 
"  The  course  you're  pursuing  leads  to  ruin.  If  you  don't  come  to 
Jesus  now,  you  will  be  lost  eternally."  After  requesting  him  to 
mind  his  own  business,  I  turned  and  left  the  store  in  a  rage,  but 
his  simple  words  intensified  my  misery.  I  tried  to  forget  them, 
but  the  various  scenes  of  pleasure  that  I  loved  to  frequent  afforded 
me  no  relief.  The  sweetest  music  could  not  banish  the  thought 
of  coming  doom. 

Sunday  evening  came  again,  and  for  the  first  time  in  years,  I 
repaired  to  the  house  of  God.    It  was  a  large  gospel-hall,  situated 


in  one  of  the  most  fashionable  parts  of  the  city.  It  was  a  service 
held  by  the  Plymouth  brethren.  At  the  close,  I  desired  very 
much  to  be  a  true  Christian,  and  prayed  earnestly  for  guidance, 
determined,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  give  up  evil  habits.  On  the 
morrow  all  was  again  gloomy.  Tuesday  evening,  the  servant  en- 
tered the  room  where  I  was  reading  the  Bible,  and  said  a  gentle- 
man was  waiting  to  see  me.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Dublin 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  grasping  my  hand,  said 
he  had  come  to  invite  me  to  their  meetings.  I  promised  him  to 
go  on  the  following  Sunday,  and  was  particularly  struck  with 
the  affectionate  manner  of  this  young  man,  who  was  to  me  a  per- 
fect stranger.  I  wondered  very  much  how  he  found  out  my 
name  and  address.  I  afterward  learned  that  the  register  in 
which  I  entered  my  name  at  the  rooms  is  carefully  scrutinized, 
and  strangers  who  do  not  come  again  are  visited,  and  cordially 
invited  to  the  rooms.  I  kept  my  promise,  and  on  Sunday  after, 
noon  was  delighted  with  the  conversational  Bible-class.  With 
much  spiritual  profit,  I  attended  all  the  services  for  about  eight 
months,  and  now  learned  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The 
fearful  load  of  guilt  was  removed.  The  all-cleansing  blood  was 
applied  to  me.  The  joy  that  followed  was  greater  than  my 
grief  had  been.  Being  requested  by  Joseph  James,  Esq.,  the 
honorable  secretary,  I  became  an  active  member  of  the  association, 
and  was*  now  permitted  to  labor  for  Him  whose  name  I  once  de- 
lighted to  blaspheme. 

To  work  for  Jesus  in  that  city  proved  in  some  respects  a  very 
heavy  cross.  Former  boon  companions  sneered  and  said,  "It 
won't  last  long ;"  but  thanks  be  unto  Ood,  His  grace  has  kept  me 
to  this  day. 

The  missionary  work  of  the  Dublin  Association  is  divided  into 
various  departments.  These  are  placed  under  the  supervision  of 
members  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  work  is  attended  to. 
In  this  way  a  suitable  field  of  labor  is  provided  for  every  member. 
I  was  placed  over  one  of  these  departments,  and  my  special  duty 
was  to  visit  absent  young  men  whose  names  and  addresses  ap- 
peared upon  the  visitors'  register,  or  had  been  supplied  to  us  by 
friends  interested  in  their  welfare.  It  was  a  branch  of  the  work 
endeared  to  me  as  the  agency  which  had  reached  my  own  case. 
I  usually  sent  to  the  nameB  and  addresses  carefully  taken  from 
the  register  a  printed  invitation  to  our  meetings.  This  was  en- 
closed in  an  envelope,  and  carried  by  one  of  our  members.  That 
note  or  invitation  was  to  serve  the  bearer  as  an  introduction,  so 
that  the  membeTin  whose  district  the  young  man  lived  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  point  him  to  Jesus.  It  is  a  method  that 
might  be  very  serviceable  and  useful  in  American  associations. 
I  know  from  experience  that  this  agency  was  very  successful  ; 
many  of  our  most  earnest  members  in  Dublin  were  brought  in 
this  way  to  the  association. 

The  distribution  of  cards  of  invitation  and  gospel-cards  in  the 
principal  thoroughfares  was  also  stamped  with  the  divine  ap- 
proval ;  many  thoughtless  young  men  were  drawn  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  many  backsliders  were  healed. 

A  desire  to  devote  all  my  time  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
now  began  to  take  possession  of  me.  It  was  made  the  subject  of 
earnest  prayer  to  God,  who  has  promised  to  guide  us  at  all  times. 
Very  little  encouragement  came  from  those  to  whom  this  secret 
desire  was  confided.  While  my  mind  was  in  this  unsettled  state. 
a  Christian  merchant  of  New- York  came  on  a  visit  to  Ireland. 
He  was  deeply  interested  in  the  Lord's  work  in  connection  with 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  A  few  evenings  before 
he  left  Dublin,  he  called  upon  me,  and  invited  me  to  come  to 
America.  I  promised  to  consider  the  matter  thoroughly  before 
dismissing  it.  There  were  obstacles.  I  had  not  sufficient  money 
to  pay  my  passage  across  the  Atlantic.  Then,  too,  after  my  con- 
version, I  had  volunteered  to  join  my  brother  in  supporting  oar 
mother,  who  was  dependent  upon  us.  I  had  almost  concluded 
not  to  go,  when  dancing  to  make  the  matter  known  to  a  young 
companion,  he  immediately,  without  being  asked,  loaned  me  one 
hundred  dollars  to  defray  my  expenses.  God  seemed  to  open  the 
way  for  me  to  go,  and  I  resolved  to  start  in  a  few  weeks. 
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It  was  a  great  trial  to  leave  my  dear  brethren,  the  members  of 
the  Dub  in  association,  for  I  had  learned  to  love  them  ;  bat  be- 
lieving it  was  the  Lord's  will,  I  maintained  my  purpose. 

The  evening  before  sailing  there  was  a  meeting  at  the  rooms, 
to  bid  me  farewell,  and  after  the  brethren  had  commended  me  to 
the  grace  of  Qod,  in  prayer,  they  presented  me  with  a  valuable 
Bible,  which,  I  trust,  will  ever  serve  to  remind  me  of  the  happy 
connection  I  enjoyed  with  the  association  in  Dublin. 

I  arrived  in  New- York  in  March,  1870.  The  weather  was  in- 
tensely cold,  and  the  snow  was  heaped  up  in  walls  on  the  streets. 
My  first  inquiry  was  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
I  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  the  well- 
known  secretary  of  the  association  in  New- York,  and  having 
only  a  few  dollars  in  my  pocket,  sought  him  immediately,  in 
order  to  procure  employment.  I  shall  never  forget  the  hearty 
kindness  with  which  I  was  welcomed.  A  genuine,  practical  in- 
terest was  taken  in  my  welfare,  and  aid  in  getting  a  situation 
promised.  I  was  directed  to  a  Christian  family,  where  I  could 
secure  board.  At  first,  every  effort  to  procure  employment  failed. 
It  was  a  dull  season.  My  money  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  I 
went  to  my  room  with  a  heavy  heart,  and  turned  in  prayer  to 
Him  who  is  the  Friend  of  the  friendless,  asking  that  a  way  might 
be  opened  for  me  on  that  day.  On  going  at  once  to  the  rooms  of 
the  association,  I  found  Mr.  McBurney  ready  with  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction to  a  friend  of  his,  who  probably  had  a  position  for  me* 
At  the  same  time  I  received  welcome  offers  of  needed  aid  in  this 
trying  emergency.  I  left  the  building,  thanking  Qod  for  the 
Cheering  words  I  had  heard,  and  speedily  secured  the  position 
above  referred  to.  My  hours  at  business  were  from  half-past  six 
o'clock  a.m.  to  eight  o'clock  p.m.,  but  my  employer  kindly  al- 
lowed'me  to  leave  an  hour  earlier,  in  order  to  study.  I  con- 
tinued to  ask  the  Lord  to  give  me  a  field  of  labor,  so  that  all  my 
time  might  be  devoted  to  Him.  One  day  a  gentleman  entered 
the  store,  and  after  introducing  himself  to  me,  said  he  had  heard 
that  I  was  studying  for  the  ministry,  and  was  anxious  to  engage 
in  Christian  work.  He  spoke  of  a  small  mission  enterprise  of 
which  he  had  charge,  and  asked  if  I  were  willing  to  labor  with 
him  there.  In  a  few  days  I  was  introduced  into  the  mission  field. 
It  was  not  the  easiest  work  ;  but  love  to  Jesus  makes  every  bur- 
den light.  Much  opposition  was  encountered,  but  He  who  has 
said,  "  My  word  shall  not  return  to  me  void,"  blessed  the  work, 
and  precious  souls  were  converted.  It  was  with  peculiar  pleasure 
and  gratitude  that  I  found  myself  so  engaged  in  a  work  I  had  so 
long  desired. 

During  the  following  summer,  while  making  a  visit  to  Boston, 
a  friend  invited  me  to  meet  "  a  small  company  of  the  Lord's  chil- 
dren." I  went  with  him,  expecting  to  have  a  refreshing  season 
of  communion,  but  soon  found  myself  in  a  small  company,  who 
had  met  to  discuss  the  subject  of  "annihilation."  I  tried  to 
avoid  controversy,  but  could  not,  as  my  host  charged  me  with 
dishonoring  God  by  preaching  everlasting  punishment.  After 
endeavoring  to  prove  that  He  who  justifies  the  believing  sinner 
punishes  the  unbeliever,  I  closed  with  prayer,  and  left,  deter- 
mined to  preach  with  fresh  emphasis  the  two  great  truths  so  clear- 
ly taught  in  the  word :  the  infinite  love  of  God,  and  His  inflexible 
justice.  Soon  after  I  attended  the  services  held  at  "  Tremont 
Temple,"  by  Elder  Enapp.  At  the  close  of  the  sermon,  a  young 
man  stood  up  and  requested  some  one  to  volunteer  to  aid  a  pas- 
tor who  was  laboring  some  thirty  miles  from  Boston.  He  was 
alone  in  the  field  where  a  great  work  was  to  be  done.  Feeling  it 
to  be  my  duty,  I  volunteered,  and  went  at  once  to  the  place.  I 
received  a  warm  welcome,  and  preached  on  the  following 
Lord's  day.  Our  labors  were  blessed.  I  continued  there  for  three 
weeks,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  formally  united  with  the  vis- 
ible Church  of  Christ. 

Soon  after  returning  to  my  field  of  laboT  in  New- York,  the  way 
was  opened  for  me  to  enter  upon  a  course  of  preparatory  study  in 
a  Theological  Seminary.  Of  this  I  have  gladly  availed  myself, 
looking  forward  with  joy  t>  the  service  of  Christ  in  the  sacred 
ministry  of  His  word. 


GIVE  WORK  TO  ALL. 

"  There  arc  hundreds  of  young  men,"  writes  a  correspondent, 
"  who  are  nominally  members  of  our  associations,  who  never 
take  any  active  part  in  the  work,  chiefly  because  their  coopera- 
tion is  not  sought."  "  To  make  nominal  members  live  mem- 
bers," said  Mr.  Wannamaker,  at  the  Washington  Convention, 
"  put  them  where  they  will  have  work  to  do,  and  will  feel  that 
they  must  do  it." 

A  few  of  the  more  experienced  and  older  heads  should  not  be 
assigned  all  the  work.  Because  some  are  more  zealous  in  the 
cause,  more  pure  and  circumspect  in  their  walk,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  they  should  always  be  in  the  traces.  Counsel  from  new- 
er members  may  often  exert  more  telling  influence  than  could 
come  from  those  older  in  the  work. 

An  important  step  in  this  direction  was  wisely  taken  a  year 
or  two  ago  by  the  association  in  Cincinnati.  Formerly  the  ac- 
tive membership  fee  was  very  much  larger  than  that  paid  by  as- 
sociate members.  This  was  a  mistake,  because  very  many  who 
were  interested  enough  to  become  associate  members  felt  that 
they  could  not  afford  to  be  active  members  at  the  price,  and  so 
put  themselves  out  of  the  way  of  work.  The  reversal  of  this 
arrangement  has  greatly  increased  the  membership. 

Having  thus  made  it  easy  to  gain  a  place  on  the  working  list, 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  keep  all  occupied.  Make  the 
rooms  emphatically  a  place  of  retort.  Attract  by  music,  the  ly- 
ceum,  and  good  entertainment  Qive  each  something  to  do.  It 
is  better  to  lay  hold  of  the  young  man  as  he  is  beginning  the 
downward  course,  than  to  wait  till  he  is  drawing  near  the  bitter 
end — a  degraded  outcast  But  we  can  often  get  this  hold  only 
by  using  those  with  whom  he  may  have  more  sympathy  than 
with  the  leading  workers  in  the  association. 

"  Lay  labor,"  said  President  Hopkins,  before  our  delegates  at 
Washington,  last  May — "  the  great  problem  of  lay  labor  is  th» 
problem  now  before  the  Church."  Our  associations  are  justly 
believed  to  be  helpful  in  working  out  this  problem.  They  will 
certainly  increase  their  usefulness  in  this  important  direction 
by  every  effort  to  make  and  keep  active  all  their  members. 


An  Audience-Room  and  Gymnasium  Combined. — Some  months 
ago,  we  gave  an  account  of  how  successfully  this  combination 
had  been  effected  by  our  members  in  the  Association  Hall  at 
Albany.  We  understand  the  Poughkeepsie  association  has 
looked  into  the  matter,  and  propose  in  the  hall  of  their  new 
building  to  make  a  similar  experiment. 


Tell  me  what  a  man's  praters  are,  and  I  will  soon  toll 
you  the  state  of  his  soul.  Prayer  is  the  spiritual  pulse.  By  this 
the  spiritual  health  may  be  tested.  Prayer  is  the  spiritual 
weather-glass.  By  this  we  may  know  whether  it  is  fair  or  foul 
with  our  hearts.  Oh  !  let  us  keep  our  eye  continually  upon  our 
private  devotions.  "  Ye  have  not  because  ye  ask  not."  We  are 
not  straitened  in  Christ,  but  in  ourselves.  The  Lord  says,  "  Open 
thy  mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it."  But  we  are  like  the  king  of 
Israel  who  smote  on  the  ground  thrice,  and  stayed  when  he  ought 
to  have  smitten  five  or  six  times. — Ryle 


The  Life  of  God. — God  is  love  ;  love  is  the  sacrifice  of  self — 
to  give  rather  than  to  receive — the  blessedness  of  self-giving. 
Even  in  our  human  nature,  that  which  seeks  to  enjoy  all  instead 
of  giving  all  is  known  by  a  very  different  name  from  that  of  love. 
All  the  life  of  God  is  a  flow  of  this  divine  self-giving  charity : 
creation  itself  is  sacrifice— the  self-importation  of  the  Divine 
Being.  Redemption  too  is  sacrifice,  else  it  could  not  be  love ;  for 
which  reason  we  will  not  surrender  one  iota  of  the  truth  that  the 
death  of  Christ  was  the  sacrifice  of  God,— F.  W.  Robertson. 
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THE  DAY  OF  PRAYER. 

From  year  to  year  an  ever-growing  numbsr  of  our  societies 
and  of  the  churches  and  communities  in  their  near  neighbor- 
hood have  observed  the  second  Lord's-day  in  November  as  a 
season  of  special  prayer  for  God's  blessing  on  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  throughout  the  world. 

Reports  of  the  observance  of  the  day  have  been  carefully 
secured  by  the  Executive  Committee,  as  the  best  evidence  not 
only  of  the  increase  of  our  societies,  but  of  their  possessing 
that  spirit  of  prayer  without  which  the  cause  is  dead. 

We  earnestly  urge  our  members  everywhere  to  a  devout  ob- 
servance of  the  day.  Bring  it  to  the  notice  of  pastors, 
churches,  and  the  entire  Christian  community,  and  forward 
to  us  some  account  of  the  blessing  you  have  received,  that 
the  good  tidings  may  encourage  others. 

The  committee  have  sent  a  circular  to  our  societies,  on  this 
continent  and  abroad,  inviting  all,  as  heretofore,  to  unite 
with  us  in  praise  and  prayer  for  the  Lord's  blessing. 


THE  MONTH. 

The  spacious  association  building  in  Chicago  was  burned 
up  in  the  late  fire,  and  our  members  are  making  every  effort  to 
rebuild.  A  little  help  from  every  association  in  the  land  will 
secure  the  success  of  this  necessary  enterprise. 

From  the  five  thousand  sufferers  made  homeless  and  nearly 
hopeless  by  the  burning  of  twelve  villages  in  Michigan  comes 
a  loud  cry  for  help.  To  the  circular  of  the  Detroit  Associa- 
tion, endorsed  by  the  Governor  of  Michigan,  wc  direct  atten- 
tion in  another  column.        

The  best  thing  done  at  the  Massachusetts  Convention,  last 
month,  was  the  raising  of  about  $700  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  State  Executive  Committee,  duly  appointed,  for  their  use 
the  coming  year,  in  promoting  the  growth  and  activity  of  as- 
sociations in  the  State. 

Vermont  followed  this  excellent  example,  and  raised  $500 
for  a  similar  work.  The  conventions  in  Maine  and  Rhode 
Island  also  report  progress. 

The  account  of  the  First  National  Conference  of  Women's 
Christian  Associations  is  full  of  promise.  Thirty  of  these  so- 
cieties have  already  been  organized.  The  proceedings  of  the 
delegates  show  that  decided  progress  has  been  made,  and  that 
their  constituencies  are  devoting  themselves  with  an  exclu- 
siveness  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  to  the 
specific  and  important  work  to  which  they  have  set  themselves 
apart.  

Queen  Victoria,  in  acknowledgment  of  the  telegram  of 
the  Washington  Convention,  sends  "her  thanks  to  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Society  for  their  kind  message." 

A  District  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  was  held  in  Amity,  Pa., 
September  26th  and  27th.  Large  audiences  attended.  Rev.  R. 
McMillen  was  chosen  President.  Stirring  and  instructive  ad- 
dresses on  association  work  by  Mr.  John  Morrow,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Rev.  W.  D.  Patton,  H.  Armstrong,  and  others.  The 
convention  assembled  at  the  call  of  the  Wolf  Creek  Associa- 
tion, and  has  exerted  a  good  influence  in  kindling  interest  is 
the  work  for  young  men.     

Mr.  G.  F.  Kilby  is  now  engaged,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  in  making  efforts  among  our  asso- 
ciations to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Association 
Monthly.  The  committee,  in  thus  carrying  out  the  wishes 
and  vote  of  the  Washington  Convention,  ask  that  cordial  co- 
operation from  our  members  which  is  necessary  to  the  success 
of  this  important  enterprise. 


The  Baltimore  Association  reports  $113,500  subscribed 
on  condition  that  $200,000  is  raised  for  a  suitable  building. 
A  year's  refusal  of  a  lot  (135  by  185  feet)  corner  of  North 
Charles  and  Saratoga  streets,  for  $60,000,  has  been  secured, 
and  our  members  are  making  every  effort  to  raise  the  balance 
of  the  fnnd  of  $200,000,  in  order  that  within  the  year  they 
may  be  able  to  make  their  own  this  admirable  site  for  the 
projected  building.  

The  Association  in  New- York  City,  at  its  last  monthly 
meeting,  Mr.  Morris  K.  Jesup,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair, 
reports  1800  active  and  2800  associate  members.  During  the 
summer,  repairs,  at  a  cost  of  $18,000,  have  been  made  in  the 
building — including  the  introduction  of  an  elevator,  the  price 
of  which  was  nearly  $12,000.  The  plasterer  and  decorator 
have  been  busy  making  the  rooms  more  attractive  than  ever. 
The  tasteful  work  on  wall  and  ceiling,  of  the  decorators,  De 
Vulder  and  Steele,  is  particularly  worthy  of  praise.    By  this 
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woik  of  repair,  a  floating  debt  of  $13,000  has  been  incurred. 
Mr.  Jesup,  after  stating  that  the  4600  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation could,  by  each  paying  $3.50,  liquidate  the  debt,  ap- 
pealed to  them  to  make  a  special  contribution  of  this  amount. 

The  programme  of  the  coming  season  was  also  an- 
nounced by  Mr.  Jesup.  Dr.  Peaselee  gives,  in  December,  to 
young  men,  four  lectures  on  the  laws  of  health.  Dr.  John 
Lord  lectures  in  January.  President  McCosh,  on  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, Professor  Richards  and  Professor  Doremus,  on  scientific 
subjects,  and  Richard  Grant  White,  on  English  literature,  are 
also  announced.  All  these  are  free  to  members  except  the 
four  lectures  by  Professor  Doremus,  tickets  for  which  will 
cost  $6  —  the  proceeds  being  devoted  to  paying  th«  ex- 
penses of  tho  lecture  course. 

The  educational  classes  in  German,  French,  writing,  and 
vocal  music,  have  been  promptly  resumed  this  autumn. 

Mr.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  made  an  earnest  address  before  the 
close  of  this  interesting  monthly  meeting. 


THE  CRY  FOR  HELP  FROM  MICHIGAN. 

The  appalling  conflagration  in  Chicago  had  hardly  been 
arrested  when  the  sad  tidings,  a  terrible  calamity  in  Mich- 
igan, spread  a  gloom  over  tho  country.  Twelve  villages  in 
that  State,  with  adjacent  mills,  farms,  houses,  barns,  harvests, 
have  been  swept  away  by  the  flames.  Five  thousand  people 
are  left  homeless  and  destitute.  Their  distressing  cry  for 
help  is  heard  all  over  tho  land. 

A  call  has  been  issued  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  in  Detroit,  and 
endorsed  by  Governor  H.  P.  Baldwin,  of  Michigan ;  it  re- 
hearses tho  sad  facts  above  alluded  to,  and  asks  for  food 
that  will  bear  transportation,  mechanics'  tools,  hay,  stoves, 
farming  utensils,  seeds  of  all  kinds,  and  building  materials. 
Bibles,  hymn-books,  and  good  literature  are  also  asked  for. 

Moneys  can  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  N.  T. 
Taylor,  of  Kanady  &  Taylor,  Bankers,  61  Griswold-street. 
Sundries  can  be  sent  to  Detroit  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  C.  C.  Ycmans, 
General  Secretary,  Detroit  Association. 

Every  one  should  do  something  for  the  sufferers  by  this 
terrible  devastation. 


HELP  FOR  SUFFERERS  IN  CHICAGO. 

The  Association  in  Chicago  has  a  second  time  lost  by  fire  a 
large  and  commodious  building.  The  edifice  was  valued  at 
$200,000.  It  was  completely  destroyed  in  the  late  terrible  con- 
flagration. 

In  the  wonderful  and  universal  ministry  of  aid  to  those  who 
suffered  from  this  fearful  calamity,  the  association  was  not  for- 
gotten. The  Washington  association  was  very  prompt  and  en- 
ergetic in  raising  and  forwarding  contributions.  In  New- York, 
at  the  Sunday-evening  service  in  Association  Hall  (October 
15th),  a  collection  was  taken  up  specially  for  the  Chicago 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  while  an  office  was  opened  in  the  building  to  re- 
ceive contributions  for  all  sufferers  by  the  fire. 

In  Boston  the  association  was  made  by  many  the  agent  of 
their  charities.  The  committee  appointed  to  attend  to  the 
solicitation  sent  out  circulars  to  5000  families,  and  followed 
these  up  with  wagons  to  receive  contributions.  Up  to  October 
15th,  $30,000  worth  of  stores  had  been  received  and  $3800  in 
cash. 

Many  other  associations  have  been  similarly  active  in  this 
noble  charity. 

The  timely  visit  of  Mr.  Moody  to  New- York,  to  seek  aid 
in  reestablishing  mission  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  in  Chicago, 
promises  to  result  successfully. 


ORGANIZING  AND  REVIVING  ASSOCIATIONS. 

CAUSE  or  FAILURE  noted. 

Mr.  Robert  Weidexsali,  the  Western  agent  of  the  General 
Executive  Committee,  has  spent  the  summer  and  early  fall 
chiefly  in  Indiana  and  West- Virginia.  In  the  flatter  State  he  is 
continuing  his  labors.  One  result  of  his  tour  in  Indiana  was 
the  organization  of  eight  new  associations.  At  Fort  Wayne,  a 
German  as  well  as  an  English  speaking  society  was  formed.  In 
New-Albany,  the  work  has  been  enterprisingly  pushed,  and  the 
opera-house  was  secured  for  Sunday-evening  services,  which  aro 
numerously  attended.  Terre  Haute,  with  a  population  of 
20,000,  was  found  without  an  active  association.  One  had  been 
in  existence,  but  the  society  had  been  dropped,  though  at  tho 
last  a  successful  lecture  had  left  them  with  $350  in  the  treasury. 
Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Weidensall,  tho  members  met  and 
resolved  to  go  to  work. 

Mr.  Weidensall  expresses  the  conviction  that  many  associa- 
tions in  the  West  have  failed  because  too  much  was  attempted 
at  the  start  They  spent  more  money  than  they  had  raised ; 
they  created  expectations  they  could  not  meet,  and  they  thus 
prepared  the  way  for  failure. 

In  West-Virginia  an  excellent  beginning  has  been  made.  At 
Wellsburg,  Fairmount,  Moundsville,  and  Morgantown,  societies 
had  been  organized  up  to  the  middle  of  October.  The  place 
last  named  is  the  seat  of  the  State  University,  and  in  this  in- 
stitution Mr.  Weidensall's  proposal  to  organize  an  association 
was  favorably  received.  "  This  is  the  first  prganized  religious 
work  undertaken  in  the  institution." 


STATE   CONVENTIONS. 

Namt.  Place.  Thru. 

Michigan East  Saginaw Feb.  (3d  (reek),  "IS. 

Wisconsin .Whitewater November  1-5 

Indiana Indianapolis March  86, 187a. 

The  State  Conventions  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  October  24th  and 
25th,  Mystic,  Ct.,  October  26th  and  27th,  and  Zanesville, 
Ohio,  October  27th-29tb,  occur  too  late  to  be  reported  in  this 
paper. 

We  regret  that  the  promised  report  of  the  conventions  at 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  October  3d  and  4th,  has  not  yet  been  sent 
to  us. 


Professor  W.  0.  Hisket,  of  Minneapolis,  for  several  years 
past  the  faithful  corresponding  member  for  Minnesota  of  the 
General  Executive  Committee,  died  suddenly  at  his  residence,  on 
the  morning  of  October  2d.  Professor  Hiskey  held  in  Minne- 
apolis the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools,  was  president  ol 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  an  active,  prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  He  was  earnestly  engaged  in  the  Sunday-school 
work,  and  closely  identified  with  the  missionary  work  along  the 
line  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad.  He  died  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three,  overcome  by  the  ex- 
cessive labors  he  self-deny  ingly  imposed  upon  himself.  Retiring 
to  rest  on  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath,  after  a  day  of  unusually 
tasking  fatigue,  he  was  in  a  few  hours  attacked  by  apoplexy, 
and  survived  but  a  few  minutes.  Ho  leaves  a  wife  and  two 
children.  He  was  highly  esteemed  and  honored  as  a  leading 
Christian  citizen  of  Minneapolis,  and  his  loss  is  deeply  la- 
mented. 


"  A  Younq  Men's  Christian  Association,"  said  Mr.  W.  M. 
Martin,  of  Brooklyn,  at  the  late  convention  in  Utica,  "just  as 
much  as  a  church  of  Christ,  needs  a  home  in  a  building  of  its 
own.  There  should  be  such  an  edifice  in  Utica.  I  thought, 
when  I  came  here,  and  went  up,  up,  up,  into  the  rooms  of  your 
association,  that  if  a  young  man  with  a  lost  soul  should  conclude 
to  climb  up  there,  he  must  be  terribly  in  earnest.'' 
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BOASTING— IS  IT  EXCLUDED? 

This  is  a  serious  question  for  any  one  to  ask,  as  he  thinks 
of  recounting  what  he  has  himself  been  the  means  of  achiev- 
ing. In  his  recent  essay  on  association  work,  Dr.  Morse  says : 
"  Delicacy  will  not  permit  personal  effort  for  individuals,  for 
their  spiritual  improvement,  to  furnish  items  for  statistical 
tables  or  written  reports."  His  inference  that  "consequently 
but  little  is  heard  of  this,  our  immediate  work,  in  our  conven- 
tions," is  not  always  verified,  as  many  will  testify. 

A. gentleman  who  has  personal  knowledge  of  many  associ- 
ations, and  has  been  for  years  interested  and  active  in  the  good 
work  for  young  men,  writing  of  misapprehensions  that  prevail 
in  regard  to  the  purposes  of  our  societies,  adds:  "In  fact, 
T.  M.  C.  A.  work  is  in  many  places  supposed  to  be  made  up  of  a 
reading-room,  lectures,  and  the  remarkable  adventures  of  the 
greatest  workers  in  the  country." 

A  boastful  and  self-righteous  element  very  soon  creeps  into 
talk  about  what  we  have  done.  The  facts  of  personal  experience 
in  Christian  work  are  of  great  value,  and  should  very  often  if 
not  always  be  made  known  to  teach  and  cheer  others.  The 
account,  by  ourselves,  of  our  own  agency  in  them  is  much  less 
often  demanded  of  us,  and  an  emphasis  on  this  agency  almost 
never.  Always,  however,  we  can  exalt  the  agency  of  Christ, 
and  we  can  do  this  as  much  by  keeping  ourselves  out  of  sight 
as  by  saying  a  few  words  in  praise  to  Him  at  the  close  of  the 
story. 

Besides,  it  is  dangerous  to  let  our  eyes  rest  complacently  on 
what  we  have  done.  "We  are  not  liable  to  err  on  the  side  of 
humanity,  and  so  very  soon  attribute  something  of  the  success 
God  has  given  us  to  ourselves.  The  simplicity  and  complete- 
ness of  our  dependence  on  Christ  in  all  work  for  Him  is  thus 
undermined.  Says  Monod :  "  Look  to  Jesus,  and  not  to  what 
you  do  for  Him.  Too  much  taken  up  with  our  work,  we  may 
forget  our  Master.  It  is  possible  to  have  the  hands  full  and 
the  heart  empty.  Taken  up  with  our  Master,  we  cannot  for- 
get our  work.  If  the  heart  is  filled  with  His  love,  how  can 
the  hands  cease  to  be  active  in  His  service?" 

Carrying  this  spirit  into  our  work,  we  shall  seek  in  every 
way  to  convey  the  impression  that  we  have  had  little  to  do 
with  any  apparent  success  that  attends  it.  All  boasting  about 
our  superior  wisdom  or  cleverness  will  be  effectually  excluded. 


The  Queen  op  Enoland  has  sent  a  cordial  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  telegram  sent  to  her  from  Washington,  last  May, 
by  the  International  Convention  of  our  Associations.  The  ac- 
knowledgment comes  through  Mr.  H.  A.  Bruce,  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department.  It  was  transmitted  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  in  this  city,  through  Earl  de  Grey  and  Mr. 
Cyrus  W.  Field,  and  was  inadvertently  delayed  in  the  office  of 
the  latter  gentleman,  so  that  it  did  not  reach  the  committee  till 
last  month.  It  consists  of  the  simple  assurance  of  "Her  Maj- 
esty's thanks  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Society  for  their 
kind  message." 


Lifted  Into  Health. — To  place  thorough  bodily  exercise 
within  the  reach  of  mcu,  in  the  heat  and  pressure  of  active 
business,  is  to  make  a  provision  for  the  wants  of  this  large 
class,  the  value  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate.  The 
"health  lift"  is  a  species  of  exercise  which,  in  a  multitude  of 
well-attested  cases,  has  met  this  great  want.  By  an  admira- 
ble apparatus,  a  weight  is  so  adjusted  to  the  strength  of  the 
person  lifting  that,  with  no  muscular  strain,  the  body  is  thor- 
oughly exercised. 

This  healthful  method  of  exercise  is  admirably  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  young  men  in. the  hurry  of  business.    The  lift  may  be 


taken  in  a  few  minutes,  during  the  period  of  absence  from  the 
office  which  is  allowed  to  most  employees.  Lewis  G.  Janes  & 
Co.  have,  in  this  city  and  Brooklyn,  three  establishments  very 
accessible  to  the  business  community. 

The  apparatus  is  also  much  used  in  Boston.  In  many  other 
cities,  similar  establishments  should  be  formed,  for  abundant 
experiment  has  shown  their  health-giving  usefulness.  For  all 
disease  that  can  be  removed  by  judicious  exercise  and  a 
quickened  circulation  of  the  blood  throughout  the  entice  sys- 
tem, this  has  proved  an  timely  cure.  The  lift  should  be  taken 
under  medical  direction. 


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  BIDDEFOBD,  ME.,   SEPTEMBER   26TH-27TO. 

TnE  sixth  annual  convention  of  the  associations  in  Maine,  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  delegates,  assembled  at  Biddeford,  Septem- 
ber 36th. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  : 

President— Charles  M.  Bailey.  Wlnthrop. 

Vice-Presidents— David  Carjrlll,  of  Augnsta ;  F.  A.  Smith,  of  Portland ;  E. 
F.  Pillsbury,  of  Biddeford ;  G.  W.  Garcelon,  of  Lewistou ;  A.  Baker,  of  Gar, 
diner. 

Secretaries— J.  H.  Learned,  of  Auburn ;  W.  H.  Hobbs,  of  Portland ;  H.  F 
Wood,  of  Wo»t  Watervllle. 

Treasurer— John  Russell,  of  Portland. 

Corresponding  Sec'y—11.  H.  Burgess,  of  Portland. 

The  "  discouragement  and  obstacles  "  m  the  way  of  the  different 
associations  were  fully  discussed,  and  by  conferring  together 
much  valuable  suggestion  was  elicited.  Messrs.  Royals,  of  Lew- 
iston  ;  Cargill,  of  Augusta ;  Timing,  Chase,  and  Burgess,  of  Port- 
land ;  Baker,  of  Winthrop ;  Rowland,  of  Boston,  besides  many 
others,- took  part. 

'  How  to  convince  the  indifferent  Christian  of  the  importance 
of  our  work  "  was  the  topic  dwelt  on  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cousens,  of 
Hallowell ;  Capt.  Sturdivant,  of  Portland,  and  others. 

Reports  from  associations  showed  that  earnest  work  had  been 
done.  Two  new  associations  reported.  We  hope  to  give  m?re 
detailed  account  of  the  situation  in  Maine  at  another  time. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Hutch  ins,  of  the  General  Executive  Committee  in  New- 
York,  was  present,  and  participated  in  the  discussions. 
,  After  the  adjournment  on  the  evening  of  the  27th,  a  large  num- 
ber of  delegates  were  detained  waiting  for  the  midnight  train. 
A  delightful  and  solemn  season  of  praise  and  prayer  was  enjoyed, 
which  none  who  were  there  can  ever  forget.  It  seemed  to  add 
the  seal  of  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion. 


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  BRISTOL,  R.  I.,   OCTOBER  18TH-19TH. 

Six  associations  in  Rhode  Island  sent  delegates  to  the  State 
Convention  at  Bristol  last  month.  Many  of  the  churches  and  Sun- 
day-schools were  also  represented. 

The  following  permanent  organization  was  effected : 

President— I,.  A.  Bishop,  of  Bristol. 

}1ee-Prenidenti—J.  Kendrlck,    Providence ;    Oliver    Wolcott,    Westerly  ; 
W.  H.  Spooner.  Bristol ;  and  P.  B.  Tillinghast,  Pawtncket. 
Secretaries—  8.  Pitman  and  G.  TJ.  Arnold. 

How  to  promote  the  study  of  God's  Word  individually  and  in 
our  associations,  and  the  relation  of  (he  Association  to  the  Church, 
were  topics  discussed  on  Wednesday — Rev.  Messrs.  T.  Laurie,  of 
Providence;  Jones,  Miller,  and  Shepard,  of  Bristol;  Axtell  and 
Patterson,  of  Westerly,  participating.  Messrs.  Mumford  and  Gale, 
of  Providence ;  Gulliver,  of  Pawtucket ;  Harris,  of  Newport ; 
Lamphear,  of  Westerly ;  and -Wilson,  of  Bristol,  were  also  among 
the  speakers.  Between  the  morning  and  afternoon  session  a  boun- 
tiful collation  was  furnished  to  the  delegates  in  the  Town  Hall. 

"  The  best  method  of  arranging  and  developing  the  activities  of 
the  enti*e  membership  of  our  associations"  was  profitably  discuss- 
ed, Thursday,  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New-York,  Chairman  of  toe 
General  Executive  Committee,  opening  the  discussion. 
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The  session  of  Thursday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  subject 
of  Sunday-schools.  The  children  were  dismissed  frjm  the  public- 
schools  in  order  to  attend,  and  the  church  was  densely  crowded. 
Rev.  G.  L.  Westgate,  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Bicknell,  Rev.  S.  F.  Upham, 
and  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd  made  admirable  addresses  to  the  chil- 
dren. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Holden,  of  Providence,  corresponding:  member  for  the 
State,  read  a  report  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  work  in  the  State,  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  the  following  Executive  Committee  for  Rhode  Island 
was  appointed  by  the  convention  : 

J.  G.  Parkhnrst,  E.  R.  Holden,  J.  Hendricks,  and  J.  S.  Hudson, 
of  Providence ;  R.  F.  Lattimer  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  of  Westerly ; 
A.  D.  Nickerson  and  T.  P.  Bromfield,  of  Pawtucket ;  and  William 
II.  Spooner  and  L.  A.  Bishop,  of  Bristol. 

Activity  and  energy  displayed  by  this  committee  throughout 
tliecoming  year  will  result,  we  trust,  in  the  growth  of  the  associa- 
tions in  numbers  and  usefulness. 

The  convention  adjourned  Thursday  afternoon.  In  the  even- 
ing, the  ladies  of  Bristol  held  a  festival  in  the  Town  Hall,  which 
was  well  attended,  and  the  proceeds  of  which  were  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 


CHRISTIAN  WOMEN"  IN  CONVENTION. 

FIRST  NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  IN  HARTFORD,  CT.,  OCT.  9TH-10TH. 

The  First  National  Conference  of  the  Women's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations in  the  United  States  was  held  in  Hartford,  Ct.,  October 
Orh  and  10th.  Delegates  from  seven  associations  were  present. 
Thirteen  societies  reported  by  letter,  so  that  twenty  out  of  the 
thirty  associations  in  this  country  were  heard  from.  The  earnest, 
practical  tone  of  the  discussions  augured  well  for  the  cause. 
These  ladles  have  set  our  Y.  M.  C.  A.  an  excellent  example  in 
their  strict  attention  to  the  specific  business  and  work  that  called 
thorn  together.  All  the  proceedings  related  to  the  practical 
methods  open  to  these  societies  in  seeking  and  benefiting  young 
.women  in  need  of  their  aid  and  sympathy. 

The  following  permanent  organization  was  effected  : 

President— Mrs.  John  Davis,  of  Cincinnati. 

Vice-Presidents— Mrs.  J.  S.  Kennard.  of  Philadelphia ;  Mrs.  H.  F.  Dnrant,  of 
Boston ;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Coleman,  of  Hartford. 

Secretaries— Miss  0.  M.  Shipley,  of  Philadelphia;  Miss  M.  Olmsted,  of 
Hartford. 

The  President,  on  taking  the  chair,  addressed  the  meeting  in  a 
few  earnest  remarks,  speaking  of  the  willingness  o£ Christian 
women  to  work,  and  even  of  fashionable  women  to  give  of  their 
time  and  labor,  but  acknowledged  the  need  all  felt  of  more  love 
to  Jesus  in  His  service,  and  urged  a  more  entire,  heartfelt  conse- 
cration to-day  to  the  Saviour's  cause. 

The  following  questions  were  discussed  under  the  five-minute 
rule: 

First.  What  are  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  successful  work- 
ing of  our  associations  1 

Second.  How  shall  we  secure  efficient  committees  1 

Third.  How  shall  we  establish  systematic  payment ' 

Fourth.  How  shall  we  best  gain  a  permanent  influence  over 
the  industrial  young  women  1 

Fifth.  What  is  the  best  method  of  Bible-teaching  in  the  classes 
of  young  women  connected  with  the  homes  or  associations  ? 

Sixth.  Is  it  expedient  to  have  a  department  for  a  more  thor- 
ough training  of  sewing-girls  in  the  homes  ? 

Seventh.  Is  it  economical  or  promotive  of  family  feeling  to  have 
the  home  table  on  the  restaurant  plan? 

Instructive  reports  were  listened  to  from  the  associations  in 
Boston  and  Lowell,  Mass.,  Philadelphia,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Washing- 
ton, Providence,  R.  I.,  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  Hartford.  The  report 
of  the  latter,  as  submitted  at  its  annual  meeting,  the  evening 
previous  to  the  conference,  will  be  found  in  another  column. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  was  present  on  Monday,  and 
made  an  instructive  address.  Mrs.  Lamson,  of  Boston,  gave  an 
account  of  a  late  visit  to  several  similar  institutions  in  London. 


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  NORTHAMPTON,    MASS.,  SEPTEMBER    27TH-39TH 

A  large  number  of  delegates  assembled  in  the  venerable  First 
Church,  Northampton,  at  the  •*  Rallying  Meeting,"  Wednesday 
evening.  Mr.  N.  B.  Hussey,  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in 
Northampton,  occupied  the  chair,  and  made  an  excellent  address 
of  welcome.  Rev.  W.  S.  Leavitt,  of  Northampton  ;  Wm.  Boies, 
Esq..  of  Troy ;  Rev.  Geo.  J.  Mingins,  Superintendent  of  the  New- 
York  City  Mission,  and  Mr.  Olin,  of  Boston,  followed  in  stirring 
speeches. 

Thursday  morning,  the  delegates — the  whole  number  in  attend- 
ance was  about  200— reassembled,  and  effected  the  following  per- 
manent organization : 

President— Rev.  J.  O.  Peck,  of  Springfield 

Ties-President:— I.  W.  Beard.  Lowell ;  N.  B.  Hussey.  Northampton ;  Ebon 
Tonrjec,  Boston ;  Rev.  S.  T.  Seclye.  E  lathatnpton ;  Lucien  A.  Goddard,  Wor- 
cester; Wm.  C.  Richards.  PitUfleld ;  Rev.  E.  H.  Richardson,  West  Held. 

Secretaries.— C.  H.  Woodman,  Andover;  J.  M.  Turner,  Northampton ;  J.  H. 
Caverly,  Lowell. 

The  President  then  delivered  an  earnest  address  of  great  power, 
on  the  supreme  importance  of  individual  effort  in  all  Christian 
work. 

The  afternoon  was  occupied  with  the  reading  and  exposition  of 
a  part  of  1  John  8,  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons,  of  Boston,  and  with 
an  excellent  essay  on  the  "  Perpetual  Obligation  of  the  Sabbath,'" 
by  Rev.  E.  B.  Webb,  D.D.,  of  Boston.  The  statement  of  the 
question  and  the  argument  In  the  latter  were  admirable.  The 
"Duty  of  Christian  Young,"  in  the  observance  of  the  day,  which 
had  been  announced  as  Dr.  Webb's  subject,  was  taken  up  and 
discussed  by  the  delegates.  The  running  of  Sunday  trains  and 
of  the  street-cars  was  strongly  condemned,  and  a  stricter  observ- 
ance of  the  Lord's-day  was  warmly  advocated. 

The  session  of  Thursday  evening  will  not  be  soon  forgotten  by 
those  who  were  privileged  to  attend.  The  large  church  was 
crowded.  Prof.  Eben  Tourjee,  the  President  of  the  Boston  Asso- 
ciation, led  the  audience  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  in  an  im- 
pressive service  of  song.  The  intervals  between  the  singing  he 
filled  up  with  warm  appeals,  from  scripture  and  Christian  expe- 
rience, for  more  attention  to  this  important,  most  devotional  part 
of  the  worship  of  the  sanctuary.  He  would  not  acknowledge  as 
valid  any  plea  of  inability -to  "hold  the  tune."  All  were  urged, 
almost  compelled  to  sing,  and  the  building  resounded  with  the 
voice  of  the  people. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  made  a  glowing  and  pow- 
erful appeal  in  behalf  of  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  enforcing  the  importance  of  specific  work  for  young 
men.  He  then  pleaded  earnestly  and  affectionately  with  thoso 
who  were  still  unconverted.  A  few  Bolemn  minutes  were  spent 
in  silent  prayer,  when  the  sacred  stillness  was  broken  by  Mr. 
Miller  in  the  sweet  melody  of  song,  that  seemed  to  carry  the 
heart  and  thought  heavenward,  in  a  season  of  blessed  commu- 
nion. 

Resolutions  in  favor  of  total  abstinence  from  wine  and  tobacco, 
the  rooting  out  of  the  social  evil,  and  the  admission  of  women  as 
members  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  gave  rise  to  a  lively  debate,  Friday 
morning,  and  were  finally  passed.  The  convention  then  organ- 
ized as  a  Bible-class,  and,  Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons  leading,  Btudied 
apart  of  Acts  11. 

Rev.  Dr.  Z.  Eddy,  lately  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  now  of  Chel- 
sea, Mass.,  gave  a  timely  address  on  "  The  Perils  to  which  Young 
Men  are  Exposed."  The  terrible  power  of  the  greed  of  gain  and 
the  making  haste  to  be  rich,  the  cheapness  of  access  to  all  kinds 
of  sin,  contrasted  with  the  costliness  of  church-going,  the  social 
barriers  between  young  men  and  the  home  circle,  were  dwelt 
upon  with  special  force. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Cheever,  of  Cincinnati,  read  an  exellent  paper,  in  the 
afternoon,  concerning  the  "  Best  Methods  of  Raising  Funds  for  our 
Association,"  and  Rev.  D.  C.  Knowles,  of  Lowell,  delivered  an  ad- 
dress on  "  The  Power  of  the  Church  through  the  Association."    A 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


224 


AS  SO  01 A  TION   M  0  JV7  THL  Y. 


[NoVEMrKR, 


full  report  of  this,  and  of  the  exciting  debate  which  followed, 
will  be  found  in  another  column. 

Most  important  and  practical  action  was  taken  by  the  conven- 
tion in  regard  to  association  work  in  the  State.  An  executive 
committee  for  the  State  was  appointed,  and  $650  was  promptly 
raised  to  defray  their  expenses  in  visiting  associations,  and  in  em- 
ploying for  a  part  of  the  year  a  competent  agent  to  engage  in 
this  work  of  visitation.  Such  instructions,  wisely  carried  out, 
will  bring  together,  next  year,  at  Fall  River,  a  larger  number  of 
delegates,  and  we  venture  to  anticipate  that  they  will  be  more  en- 
grossed and  interested  in  the  specific  work  of  our  associations. 

The  State  Executive  Committee  consist  of  L.  P.  Rowland  and 
H.  M.  Moore,  Boston ;  G.  E.  Lovejoy,  Lowell ;  C.  D.  Tucker, 
Worcester ;  and  Dr.  Morse,  Springfield. 

An  impressive  farewell  meeting,  Friday  evoning,  closed  the  ses- 
sions of  the  convention.  Among  the  speakers  were  Rev.  Dr. 
Eddy,  Mr.  E.  A.  Hutchins,  of  New- York,  member  of  the  General 
Executive  Committee,  and  Mr.  Miller. 

Saturday,  many  of  the  delegates  visited  Mo  ant  Holyoke,  en- 
joying a  delightful  excursion  to  the  summit  of  that  commanding 
elevation.  


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  MONTPELIER,   VT.,   OCTOBER   11TH-12TH. 

The  convention  this  year  in  Vermont  occupied  Itself  with  very 
earnest,  practical  discussion  of  the  association  work.  There  was 
an  eager  spirit  of  inquiry  among  the  delegates,  and  the  " '  How?  ' 
of  oar  Work  "  was  one  of  the  topics,  and  the  spirit  that  dictated 
Us  selection  seemed  to  pervade  all  the  deliberations. 

The  following  permanent  organization  was  effected  on  Wed- 
nesday afternoon,  October  11th: 

President— W.  P.  Dillingham,  of  Watcrbury. 

yice-Pretidentf  -Rev.  P.  B.  Fink,  of  LyndonviUe,  and  A.  J.  Howe,  of  Mont- 
pelier. 
Secretaries— W.  E.Hazen,  of  Burlington,  and  E.  O.  Mason. 
The  report  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  was  presented  by 

L.  W.  Hawley,  of  Brattleboro,  the  Secretary.  About  twenty-five 
of  the  forty  associations  in  the  State  had  reported.  The  total 
membership  is  now  upward  of  1200,  of  whom  only  about  one 
in  three  could  be  relied  on  for  active  work,  according  to  the 
reckoning  of  the  several  secretaries  of  associations. 

How  to  enlist  a  greater  proportion  of  the  members  in  our  work 
was  a  question  discussed  later,  with  an  earnestness  that  gives 
promise  of  future  effort  in  this  direction. 

But  the  most  important  point  touched  on  in  the  report,  and 
acted  upon  by  the  convention,  related  to  the  urgent  need  of  some 
suitable  person  to  visit,  encourage,  instruct,  and  organize  associa- 
tions. The  delegates  were  in  earnest  about  the  matter.  Decisive 
financial  action  was  strongly  urged  by  Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  of 
New- York,  who  represented  the  General  Executive  Committee, 
and  Vermont  set  its  seal  to  the  value  of  this  practical  measure 
by  raising  $500,  and  thus  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  committee 
the  sum  needed  for  this  purpose. 

The  discussion  on  the  "  most  advisable  way  to  raise  funds  "  was 
closed  with  the  following  exclamation  from  the  last  speaker : 

"  God  grant  that  the  day  of  prize-trees,  guess-cakes,  ring-cakes, 
fish-ponds,  grab-bags,  post-offices,  charades,  extempore  gypsy  for- 
tune-tellers, necktie  parties,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  devil's  gew- 
ga  its,  may  have  ended  I"  The  sentiment  was  received  with  much 
applause. 

Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  as  one  of  long  experience  in  the  prac- 
tisal,  was  asked  to  speak  before  the  convention  on  the  Sabbath 
duties  of  young  men,  the  employment  of  a  State  agent,  and  other 
topics.  The  answer  of  questions  in  the  question-drawer  was 
committed  to  him,  and  elicited  much  profitable  talk.  A  familiar 
conversation  on  the  " '  How  V  of  our  Work"  was  also  conducted 
by  the  same  speaker. 

Rev.  O.  B.  Douglass  spoke  of  the  encouraging  work  of  the 
year.  "  Hard  work  and  knee  (prayer)  work  "  he  thought  ha  I 
been  and  would  always  be  most  blessed. 

Rev.  J.  Copeland  gave  an  account  of  the  mission-school  work 
in  Waterbury,  and  the  success  of  the  association  in  securing  and 
furnishing  their  rooms. 

Praise  and  promise  meetings  were  well  conducted.  At  the 
former,  seventy-seven  spoke  in  fifty,  and  at  the  latter  sixty  six 
in  forty  minutes. 


Jfneibcnis  front  %  |prmnr-fitteting. 

Fbom  Corresponding  Member*  of  otir  Committee,  from  Secretaries  and  other  offlco-s  of 
the  Associations,  ami  from  all  Interested  in  our  daily  or  weekly  prayer-meetinga,  we  will 
welcome  fur  this  department  instructive  lucldcuU  occurring  or  narrated  in  any  of  these 
meetings. 


A.  Hymn  does  the  Work. — A  man,  who  had  been  labored 
with  for  months,  by  memTJers  of  our  association,  had  for  some 
time  been  convinced  of  his  need  of  a  Saviour.  But  unbelieving 
and  spiritualist  friends  plied  him  with  arguments  against  Chris- 
tianity. He  was  perplexed,  and  unable  to  see  or  understand  the 
way.  He  attended  our  meetings  regularly,  and  was  always  will- 
ing to  talk,  or  rather  to  argue  with  Christian  friends,  but  he  reach. 
ed  no  decision.  At  last,  one  evening,  during  a  very  interesting 
meeting  at  our  rooms,  some  one  spoke  of  the  fulness  that  is  in 
Christ,  of  His  power  to  clear  away  all  doubt,  and  make  light  shine 
out  of  darkness.  A  friend  of  this  man,  wh#  had,  just  before  the 
meeting,  left  him  baffled  and  discouraged  by  his  talk,  noticed 
that  he  was  listening  intently,  and  was  each  moment  becoming 
more  deeply  interested.  As  the  speaker  ceased  this  friend  began 
saying  the  hymn,  "  Just  as  I  am."  As  we  sang,  the  face  of  that 
troubled  soul  grew  brighter.  Toward  the  end  of  the  hymn,  lie 
joined  in  the  singing,  and  as  we  ceased  he  rose  and  spoke  about 
as  follows  :  "  Christian  friends,  that  hymn  has  done  the  work  for 
me.  I've  been  trying  to  see  and  understand  the  mysteries  of 
religion  before  coming  to  Christ,  bnt  now  I  see  that  I  must  come 
to  Him  to  be  taught ;  that  I  must  come  'just  as  I  am,'  with  all 
my  ignorance  and  doubts.  Pray  for  me,  that  I  may  find  Him,  and 
learn  to  trust  and  serve  Him."  Just  before  this  meeting,  tl>e 
same  man  who  started  the  hymn  had  left  this  person  baffled  and 
almost  discouraged.  "  Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by 
my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord." 

[Y.  M.  C.  A.  Prayer-meeting,  Ponghkeepsle,  N.  T. 


Won  h-j  a  Look.  — At  our  noon  meetings  lately,  we 
see  nearly  every  day  an  old  gentleman,  who  came  to  New- 
Haven  from  New- York,  where  he  had  formerly  been  in  the  liquor 
business.  To  occupy  his  leisure  time,  he  came  to  our  reading- 
room.  When  the  hour  for  the  noon  meeting  arrived,  he  left,  but 
at  the  foot  of  the  stairs  he  met  a  lady  and  her  little  girl,  who 
spoke  kindly  to  him,  saying,  "  Are  you  not  going  to  stay  to  the 
meeting  ?"  He  said,  "  No,"  and  went  on  his  way.  Looking  back, 
he  saw  the  lady  looking  at  him,  and,  said  he,  in  telling  the  story, 
"  I  couldn't  get  that  look  out  of  my  njind — such  a  sweet,  beseech- 
ing look."v  He  came  the  next  day,  and  stayed  to  the  meeting,  and 
has  found  peace  in  believjng  in  Jesus. 

During  the  summer,  the  lady  went  away,  and  at  every  meeting, 
when  he  prayed,  he  always  remembered  "  the  dear  sister  who 
brought  him  to  Jesus."  Two  of  his  children  are  also  rejoicing  in 
JesuB,  and  he  says :  "  We  have  a  happy  home,  now,  for  Jesus  lives 
with  us." 

[Noon  Meeting,  T.  M.  C.  A.,  New-IUven,  Ct. 


Overcominj  Evil  with  Good. — Going  one  morning  into 
one  of  the  canal-stables,  the  first  salute  received  was :  "  Get  out 
of  this  with  your  tracts."  At  the  same  time,  the  speaker,  lifting 
up  a  crutch  (the  man  had  but  one  leg),  said  again,  "  Leave ;  we 
want  no  preachers  or  tracts  either  in  this  place.  Got"  and  he 
raised  the  crutch  again.  We  told  him  not  to  strike,  that  we  were 
no  preacher,  and  if  we  were,  that  was  no  reason  for  his  anger. 
"  Well,"  he  said,  "  I  thought  you  was  a  preacher,  and  but  for  the 
likes  of  yon  I  would  have  two  legs ;  the  bloody  war  was  caused 
by  the  political  preachers."  Then  he  inquired :  "  What  are  ye?" 
We  explained,  left  some  papers  and  tracts,  with  a  promise  from 
some  of  the  men  in  the  stable  to  read  them. 

[7.  M.  O.  A.,  Schenectady,  N.T. 


On  the  main  avenues  of  Philadelphia,  during  three 
summers  past,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  held,  each  Lord's-day,  twen- 
ty-five meetings,  the  attendance  reaching  10,000  every  afternoon. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tracts  are  distributed  during 
each  season,  with  hymns  printed  on  one  side. 
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NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


fW  For  this  department  we  ask  contribution*  from  the  brethren  In  all  oar 
Associations.  Items  npon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  win  be  specially 
welcome : 

1.  New  features  In  the  work  . 

2.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  Incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

G.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
£2f~  Communications  for  any  number  should  reach  our  offlce  before  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month  preceding  that  In  which  such  number  appears. 


ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 

We  givo  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  our  Associa- 
tions. Wo  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Adrian,  Mich.,  Marble  Block,  Main  St.  Newburgh.  N.  T..  cor.  Smith  and  Tldrd  Sts. 

Albion.  Mich.,  Albion  College,  North  Bld'g.Ncw-BruuawIck,  N.  J.,  M  Church  St. 

Albany,  N.  V.,  Commercial  Bank  Building.  Newark,  N.  J.,  677  Broad  St. 

Alpena,  Mich..  Cor.  Second  and  Water  Sts.  Newark,  N.   J.,    German,    L.    Algeltlngef 

Amsterdam.  N.  Y„  over  1st  National  Bank.  Pres,  93  Columbia  St. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich..  South  College  Building.  New-Haven,  Cbapel  and  Orange  Sta. 


Auburu.  N.  T.,  103  West  Genesee  SU 

Baltimore,  Mil.,  160  W.  Baltimore  St. 

Bellcfonte,  Pa.,  Bush's  Arcade. 

Bethlehem,  Pa..  Main  St. 

Bo»ion.  M-iss..  Tremont  St. 

Braoklyu,  N.  Y.,  81)  and  82  Fulton  Ave. 

Brooklyn.  E.  D„  Broadway  and  Fourth  St 

Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  319  Main  St. 

Camden,  N.  Y.,  Barnes  Block.-Maln  St. 

Canmidalgua,  N.  Y,  Main  St. 

Cbarlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  Prince  &  Grafton  Sts.Ollvet,  Mich.,  College  Library. 

Chicago,  111.,  Farwell  Hall.  *  Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelnh  St. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  203  Vine  St.  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  SU)  West  First  St. 

Cleveland,  O.,  79  Public  Square.  Owego,  N.  Y,  Lake  St. 

Clnmbla,  S.  C.  National  Bank  Building.    Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1210  Chestnut  St. 

Cortland,  N.  Y„  Tajlor  Hall  Block,  Main  St.Plttsburg,  Pa.,  Peun.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St, 


New-Orleans,  La.,  82  Camp  St. 
New- York,  Fourth  Ave.  &  Twenty-third  St. 
New- York  (Eastern  Branch),  473  Grand  St. 
New- York  (West.  Branch),  289  Budson  St. 
New-York    (Harlem  Branch),    123th    SU 

between  Third  and  Fourth  Ave*. 
New- York  (German),  69  Ludlow  St. 
Nlles,  Mich.,  Main  St. 
North  Shore,  S.  I.,  Van  Pelts  Block,  P.  It. 
Ogdensburgh,  N.  Y.,  52  Ford  St. 


Dayton,  O.,  65  Main  St. 
Detroit,  12  and  13  Merrill  Block. 
East  Satlnaw,  Mich.,  Merrill  Blosk. 
East  Brooklyn.  N.  Y,  693  Myrtle  Ave. 
Elmlra,  N.  Y.,  Opera  House  Block.  Lake  St. 
Fulton,  N.  Y,  Tucker  Block,  First  St. 
Ooneva,  N.  Y.,  83  Seneca  SU 
Goshen,  N.  Y.,  West  Main  St. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich,  30  Canal  St. 


Portland,  Me.,  Congress  and  Casco  Sts. 
Portsmouth.  N.  H.,  Congress  St. 
Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Military  St. 
Poughkecpslc,  N.  Y„  Main  and  Market  Sts. 
Peeksklll,  N.  Y.,  SIS  Division  St. 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  1304  Washington  St. 
San  Francisco,  Cat.,  282  Sutter  St. 
St.  Clair  City,  Mich.,  Jinks  Block,  Main  St. 
Scranton,  Pa.,  425  Lackawanna  Ave. 


Greenville.  Mich.,  cor.  Cass  &  Lafayette  Sts.Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  163  State  SU 


Hamilton,  Out.,  22  King  St.,  East. 
Hanlaburg,  Pa.,  College  block. 
Halifax.  N.  S,  183  Hollls  St. 
Hartfonl,  Ct,  (W.  C.  A.,)  21  Pearl  St. 
Ionia,  Mich.,  Union  Block.  Main  St. 
Indianapolis,  Ind..  Nos.2J-35N.  Illinois  St. 
Jackson,  Mich.,  Main  St. 
JanesvlUc,  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St. 
Kakunaioo,  Mich,  141  Main  St. 
Lockport,  N.  Y„  cor.  Main  and  Pine  Sts. 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrlmac  Sts. 
Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St,  near  Central  Ave. 
Madison,  Wis.,  Pinckney  St. 
Marquette.  Mlcb..  Front  St. 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  431  Broadway. 
Minneapolis,  Minn,  over  Posl-Odlco. 
Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts. 
Nashua,  N  H,  Flsher'a  Block,  Main  St. 


Selma,  Ala,  48  Broad  St. 
Springfield,  Man,  Granite  Block,  M 
Syracuse,  N.  Y,  Pike  Block,  Salina  St. 
St.  John,  N.  B,  Charlotte  and  Union  Sts. 
St,  Catharine's,  Out.,  St.  Paul  &  Ontario  SU, 
St.  Louts.  Mo., »))  North  Fifth  St. 
Tldloute,  Pa,  Main  A  Depot  Sts. 
Toledo,  O.,  IS  Hartford  Block. 
Toronto,  Ont,  81  King  St.,  East. 
Tamaqua,  Pa,  Broad  and  Centre  Sts. 
Utloa,  N.  Y,  M  Franklin  Square. 
Washington,  D.  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts, 

Col'd  Aaso..  1830  K  St.,  N.  W . 
Watertown,  N.  Y,  Washington  Hall  Block. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  Cliapln  Block,  Pearl  SU 
Ypsilantl,  Mich,  Normal  School  Building, 

Cross  SU 
Zanesvllle,  O.,  136  Main  St 


ABROAD. 


Dublin,  Ireland,  5t  Upper  Sackvllle  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square. 
Liverpool,  41  Kenshaw  St. 


London,  165  Alderagate  St. 
Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 
Paris,  France,  163  Ituo  Moiitmartrc. 


Brief  Reports  from  Pennsylvania.— The  following 
statements  were  given  by  delegates  at  the  Pennsylvania  Conven- 
tion, two  minutes  being  the  time  allowed  to  each : 

At  Carlisle,  a  membership  of  twenty-five ;  frequent  prayer- 
meetings  ;  a  library  of  five  hundred  volumes,  and  regular  services 
at  the  jail. 

Johnstown  reports  forty-eight  members  ;  a  well-furnished  hall 
in  the  business  part  of  the  town  ;  library  and  reading-room  ;  Sab 


bath  prayer-meetings,  with  an  average  attendance  of  over  one 
hundred. 

Lancaster  reports  130  members,  one-third  of  whom  'are  really 
active ;  with  a  library  of  2500  volumes ;  reading-room  ;  two  open- 
air  meetings ;  also  prison  service. 

Mercer  has  20  active  members,  80  enrolled  ;  four  school-house 
prayer-meetings;  a  County  Sabbath-school  Association;  three 
self-sustaining  Sabbath-schools. 

In  Pittsburgh  there  is  a  large  organization,  of  whom  100  are 
active  members ;  have  1000  volumes  in  the  library ;  have  50  daily 
papers ;  rooms  visited  on  an  average  by  250  persons  each  day ; 
have  frequent  cottage  prayer  meetings;  appoint  delegates  to  help 
to  organize  other  associations ;  the  society  more  firmly  established 
than  ever  before,  with  hearty  good-will  of  the  various  religious 
denominations. 

Philadelphia  has  a  membership  of  8200,  of  whom  1700  are 
active  members ;  a  Lyceum,  that  meets  every  week ;  classes  for  in- 
struction ;  Bible-class ;  Employment  Committee  have  in  the  past 
year  found  employment  for  ovor  1100  young  men.  [The  inexor- 
able tw^>  minutes  cut  off  a  very  interesting  report.] 

Scbanton  has  a  membership  of  600 ;  library  of  over  1000  vol- 
umes ;  several  mission-schools  outside  the  city ;  and  a  home  for 
the  friendless  women  and  children,  maintained  principally  by  lady 
members  to  the  society. 

Shippensburg  has  CO  members,  15  of  them  active  ;  throe 
prayer-meetings  on  the  Sabbath ;  monthly  sermons  to  young  men 
by  the  pastors. 

Tidiotjte  has  85  members,  20  active ;  the  association  there  was 
making  a  strike  at  Sunday  labor,  as  has  been  reported  in  the  As- 
sociation Monthly. 

Temperanceville  is  doing  a  noble  work  in  cottage  prayer- 
meetings  and  open-air  services. 

Turtle  Creek  owns  a  building ;  has  raised  $1000  during  the 
past  year ;  has  45  members,  of  whom  15  are  active ;  its  building 
will  scarcely  hold  the  weekly  audience. 

West  Middletown,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  reports  an  associa- 
tion lately  organized  in  good  working  condition. 

Union  Mills  has  80  members,  not  many  of  them  very  active ; 
open-air  services  during  the  summer ;  a  neat  room ;  no  library,  but 
various  religious  publications. 

In  Warren  there  is  not  that  unity  among  the  Christian 
churches  that  could  be  desired,  and  it  made  rather  up-hill  work 
for  the  association. 

The  Waterford  Association  had  nearly  ceased  to  exist,  but 
they  hired  a  room,  which  was  the  means  of  closing  a  saloon  that 
was  doing  a  great  deal  of  injury  in  the  place,  and  they  are  now 
doing  better  than  before. 

Williamsport  has  about  100  members,  twenty  active,  and  six 
minute  men,  "  ready  to  go  at  any  minute  when  called ;"  open-air 
and  jail  services;  a  small  library  ;  a  course  of  lectures  each  win- 
ter. 

York  numbers  200,  many  of  whom  are  not  active;  a  commo- 
dious room ;  a  library  of  a  few  hundred  volumes  ;  the  town  is 
divided  into  four  sections  for  the  better  systematizing  of  the  mis- 
sionary work. 

Brookville  has  37  members,  six  or  seven  active ;  meetings  in 
Town  Hall  the  first  Sabbath  in  every  month ;  daily  prayer-meet- 
ings. 

Petroleum  Centre  has  80  members,  25  active;  prayer-meet- 
ings on  various  oil  farms ;  can  report  progress. 

Nazareth  has  an  association  four  years  old,  which  sustains  a 
mission-school  among  the  colored  people. 

Franklin  organized  last  March ;  has  10  or  12  active  working 
men  ;  a  room  ;  prayer-meetings  on  Friday  evening  and  on  Sabbath 
afternoon  at  4|  p.m.,  when  the  room  generally  has  a  hundred 
persons. 

Uniontown  has  100  members,  8  or  10  active  ;  pleasant  rooms, 
well  supplied  with  the  daily  papers;  have  weekly  prayer-meet- 
ings, and  reports  good  results  in  fighting  intemperance. 
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UniOn*  Corkers,  organized  last  August,  lias  33  gentlemen  and 
17  ladies  on  its  list ;  a  Sabbath  school ;  two  prayer-meetings 
weekly. 

Ai.toona  has  100  members,  20  really  active";  they  are  trying 
to  relieve  the  body  as  well  as  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  afflicted  ; 
they  have  a  reading-room  well  supplied,  and  frequent  prayer- 
meetings. 

Braver  has  50  members;  about  15  working  members,  and 
prayer-meeting  every  Tuesday  night. 

Bellefonte  holds  weekly  prayer-meetings  Friday,  night  at 
their  rooms ;  two  or  three  cottage  prayer-meetings ;  three  mis- 
sion-schools ;  a  good  library,  temporarily  closed. 

Cross  Creek  has  27  members,  14  active ;  meets  a  great  deal  of 
opposition,  and  some  of  the  first  members  who  withdrew  predict 
a  speedy  failure  of  the  association. 

Canter  contains  the  first  association  organized  in  the  State  ; 
carries  on  two  mission  Sabbath-schools,  and  holds  frequent  cottage 
prayer-meetings ;  the  association  has  no  rooms. 

Carbondale  has  about  15  members;  districts  the  territory 
round  about ;  places  for  meetings  are  selected,  and  membars  are 
drafted  to  assist  in  the  exercises ;  attention  to  the  sick  is  also  pro- 
vided for. 

Conneixsville  has  45  members,  20  active. 

The  Erie  Association  maintains  prayer-meetings  at  the 
rooms  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  and  during  the  summer  open-air 
services ;  Sabbath  service  at  the  jail  and  poor-house ;  library  of 
4000  books,  nearly  self-sustaining  by  receipts  from  ticket-holders 
at  $8  per  year  ;  a  free  reading-room. 

Easton  maintains  eight  or  nine  Sunday-schools;  a  remark- 
able revival  at  Lafayette  College,  dated  from  the  last  yearly  meet- 
ing of  the  convention  at  Scranton,  and  about  seventy  persons  had 
been  converted  there.  ' 

Germantown  has  a  library  ;  over  100  members  on  the  tell  and 
at  least  40  active ;  pleasant  rooms. 

At  Habrisbcrg  during  the  last  month  over  3000  persons  had 
visited  the  rooms.  Open-air  services  have  been  maintained  and 
also  two  mission  Sabbath-schools.    The  library  has  1500  volumes. 


Thirty-six  Entertainment*  in  Twenty-three  Weeks. 

— The  "  Lecture  Circular"  of  the  Albany  association  is  evidently 
the  fruit  of  careful  and  enterprising  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Secretary  and  the  Lecture  Committee.  We  announced 
last  month  that  a  programme  of  twenty-four  entertainments,  in 
Association  Hall,/r««  to  all  the. members,  had  already  been  issued. 
The  new  "  Lecture  Circular"  announces  an  additional  course  of 
twelve  entertainments,  to  be  given  in  the  largest  hall  of  the  city, 
and  including  five  brilliant  scientific  lectures  by  Professor  W.  C. 
Richards,  a  vocal  concert  by  Miss  Kellogg,  and  the  Mendelssohn 
Quintette  Club  of  Boston,  a  fine  orchestral  concert  and  lectures 
by  Paul  Du  Chaillu  and  Hon.  George  Wm.  Curtis.  The  price  of 
tickets  for  this  course,  each  admitting  a  lady  and  gentleman,  is 
$5.00.  The  association ""  thus  gives,  according  to  the  two  pro- 
grammes we  have,  no  less  than  thirty-six  entertainments  be- 
tween November  6th  and  April  15th — a  period  of  about  twenty- 
three  weeks. 


What  tlie  Association  is  Doing  in  San  Francisco, 
Cat.,  is  summed  up  in  the  annual  report  given  at  the  late  annual 
meeting,  September  10th  :  "  A  free  reading-room,  open  to  all 
young  men  ;  daily  prayer-meetings ;  Sabbath  preaching  in  front 
of  the  What  Cheer  House ;  visitation  of  hospitals  and  jail,  and 
300  vessels  in  the  harbor;  distribution  of  22,000  various  pe- 
riodicals ;  monthly  socials,  with  musical  and  literary  entertain- 
ments ;  A  free  singing-school ;  1500  supplied  with  night-lodg- 
ings and  200  meals ;  sick  and  destitute  cared  for  and  medically 
aided  ;  twelve  excellent  lectures  delivered.  Expenses  per  month, 
$450 ;  regular  receipts,  $310.  The  property  of  the  association 
is  worth  $100,000 ;  the  debt  upon  it  is  $70,000." 


An  Admirable  Course  of  Lectures  has  been  just  ar- 
ranged for  by  the  association  in  Washington.  '■  The  Descent  of 
Man"  and  "  Primeval  Man"  will  be  treated  by  Professor  S.  D. 
Hillman,  who  will  attempt  to  refute  the  Darwinian  theory. 
Professor  A.  Rohde  will  lecture  on  Geology,  Professor  H.  Morton 
on  Electricity,  and  Dr.  John  Lord  will  deliver  two  historical  lec- 
tures. The  celebrated  Professor  John  Tyndall,  of  England,  will, 
it  is  hoped,  be  one  of  the  lecturers  before  the  association  this 
year. 


From  Jackson,  Mississippi,  a  correspondent  writes: 
"  We  organized  here,  August  20th,  a  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, with  ten  members.  It  now  (August  25th)  numbers 
more  than  thirty,  and  we  continue  to  receive  new  applications  at 
each  meeting.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  accomplish  much  good,  in 
work  for  the  Master,  among  young  men. 


The  Fifth  Annual  Meeting  in  BetlUehem,  Pa.,  ■ 

very  well  attended  the  evening'  of  October  4th.  The  report  of 
the  treasurer,  Mr.  F.  C.  Stout,  shows  the  yearly  expenses  to  have 
been  $802.58,  and  the  receipts  $803.02.  The  chief  sources  of  in- 
come were  annual  dues  of  members,  $384.50,  and  proceeds  of 
lectures,  $259.33  :  the  chief  items  of  expense,  Dr.  Hent's  salary, 
$300 ;  gas  and  coal,  $254 ;  papers,  periodicals,  etc.,  $123. 

The  most  cheering  item  in  the  report  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Erause,  the 
President,  related  to  the  library,  on  which  $200  is  now  being 
spent.  It  already  consists  of  1800  standard  works,  and  "  the 
association  hopes  ere  long  to  possess  the  best  and  most  complete 
library  in  the  State,  outeide  of  Philadelphia."  The  association 
has  now  238  active,  132  associate,  and  2  life  members.  The 
president  regrets  that  the  prayer-meetings  have  been  very  feebly 
sustained.  The  night  schools  attempted  last  year  failed,  but  the 
effort  to  attract  and  instruct  young  men  will  be  renewed  this 
winter.  The  open-air  services  have  been  well  sustained  during 
the  summer.  An  association  clioir,  organized  last  year,  to  give 
more  life  and  musical  entertainment  to  the  meetings,  has  been 
a  decided  success,  and  the  exercises  of  the  annual  meeting  were 
enlivened  by  their  efforts.  The  power  of  music  is  not  half 
enough  appreciated  in  our  association  work.  The  president  re- 
grets that  too  little  has  been  done  for  young  men  the  past  year, 
and  urges  the  brethren  to  greater  activity. 

This  appeal  was  caught  by  the  speakers  at  the  annual  meeting, 
Right  Rev.  H.  A.  Shultz,  of  the  Moravian  Church,  and  Mr. 
J.  Hess,  of  Hellertown.  We  look  for  news  of  fresh  activity  in 
Bethlehem. 


Helping  tlie  Churches. — The  influence  for  good  that  has 
gone  out  from  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  at  Washington  into  the  churches 
of  that  city  has  often  been  the  subject  of  remark  in  our  columns. 
At  one  time  a  general  religious  interest  in  all  these  churches  was 
directly  traceable  to  the  efforts  and  agencies  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
The  secretary  of  this  association,  Rev.  G.  A.  Hall,  writes:  "We 
have  lately  organized  a  committee  of  eighteen  of  our  most  active 
young  men  to  go,  when  invited,  to  any  church,  to  aid  in  a  young 
people's  meeting  or  in  any  devotional  service.  Thus  far  wo  have 
held  a  meeting  each  week,  and  at  every  one  have  enjoyed  a  de- 
lightful season." 

From  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  Mr.  W.  E.  Sheldon,  corre- 
sponding secretary,  writes :  "  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  our 
association  has  been  revived.  The  past  year  we  have  been  doing 
little.  A  few  of  us  resolved  we  would  go  forward.  We  called  a 
meeting,  and  laid  our  plans  before  the  people.  The  leading  ob- 
ject was  to  employ  a  city  missionary.  We  took  up  a  subscrip- 
tion, and  raised  $500,  to  which  we  are  now  adding.  We  have 
employed  a  missionary  for  one  year.  Your  publication  has  been 
neglected.  Send  it  with  your  bill.  We  hope  to  keep  at  work, 
and  to  succeed  with  the  Lord's  blessing." 
• 
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Associations  in  New- York. — The  following  items  about 
the  T.  M.  C.  A.  In  New- York  were  submitted  to  the  late  Conven- 
tion in  Utica,  in  printed  form,  by  the  State  corresponding  mem- 
ber, Mr.  John  J.  Piatt.    The  leading  facts  are  presented  in  the 

following  tabie : 

Toll.  In 
Flaee.  No.  of  ilemotn.    Expense!,    library.    Booms  open. 

Albany 9  0  $5,096.37       1800  8  a.m.— 10  p.m. 

Amsterdam 150  500.00         200  Only  for  meetings. 

Anbnra 1,839.00  8a*.— 10p.m. 

Binghamton 50  Rooms  given  np  till  debt  is  paid. 

Brooklyn 8000  16,000.00       5000  8a.m.— 10p.m. 

Brooklyn,  B.  D 852  2,200.00         400  8  a.m.— 10  P.M. 

Bnffiilo 550  2,500.00       1200  9a.m.— 10p.m. 

Camden 115  8  a.m.— 9  p.m. 

Canandalgna 87  900  Only  for  meetings 

Cortland 48  1,434.00  1-IOp.m. 

East  Brooklyn 170  960.00         700  Not  stated. 

Elmlra 150  7,260.00       2000  8a.m.— 10p.m. 

Fulton 243  750.00  6— 10  p.m. 

Geneva 100  7  A.M.— 9  P.M. 

Goshen 466.00         40C  7  a.m.— 10  p.m. 

Gouvcrnour 83  130.00  No  room?. 

Greenwich 12 

Lockport 200  1,500.00         100  8a.m.— 10p.m. 

Ncwbnrgh .*, I.  146  •  1,031.00  8  a  M.— 9  P.M. 

New-Utrecht  125  8,500.00 

New-York 4210  88,101.00       4004  8  a.m.— 10  p.m. 

New-York  East  Branch....  200  1,638.00       1000  7— 10  p.m. 

New-York  Harlem  Branch.  430  400  7—10  p.m. 

New- York  West  Branch. . .  795 

New-York  German 130  2,000.00        200  7.30— 10p.m. 

North  Shore,  Staten  Island.  817  650.00        460 

Ogdcnsbtugh 74  200.00        125  Only  for  meetings. 

Oswego 800 

Owego 175  7— 10p.m. 

Peeksklll 70  2,500.00         498  9-10  P.M. 

Potighkeepsie 175  1,200.00  10  A.M.— 10  p.m. 

Rome 88 

Saratoga 282  1,700.09        862  7a.m.— 9p.m. 

Schenectady 20)  750.00  9  a.m.— 9>tf  p.m. 

Syracuse 800  2,646.00 

Utica 120  700.00         120 

Walton 25 

Watortown 125  1,009.00        200  9.12  a.m.— 4.1)  p.m. 


WOMEN'S    ASSOCIATIONS. 


Progress  Made  in  Hartford  —  A  Year  of  Active 
Work. — Daring  the  second  week  of  October,  machjniblic  atten- 
tion was  called  in  Hartford  to  the  work  of  Women's  Christian 
Associations.  On  Sunday  evening,  October  8th,  a  large  audience 
assembled  in  the  spacious  Pearl-street  church,  to  hear  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  association  in  Hartford ;  and  on  the  Monday  and 
Tuesday  following,  a  national  conference  of  the  Women's  Chris- 
tian Associations,  reported  in  another  column,  was  held.  At  the 
annual  meeting,  Sunday  evening,  Mr.  Gage  presided,  and  read,  on 
behalf  of  the  ladies,  an  abstract  of  the  annual  report  of  the 
secretary,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Chase. 

For  four  years  this  association  has  been  at  work,  but  from  in- 
adequate means  have  done  little  toward  the  chief  object  of  their 
organization.  A  weekly  Bible-class  has  been  maintained,  averag- 
ing twenty-five  attendants,  and  twenty-three  conversions  have  re- 
sulted, 2431  women  have  received  aid  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and 
591  have  been  helped  to  secure  employment.  In  general  mission- 
ary work,  1100  visits  have  been  made  to  families,  and  1900 
tracts  distributed. 

27te  iecuring  of  a  building  has  been  the  great  enterprise  of  the 
association.  During  the  post  year  the  work  has  been  pressed 
forward,  and  the  edifice  is  "  ready  for  roofing."  But  more  money 
is  needed  if  debt  is  to  be  avoided,  and  the  report  makes  urgent 
appeal  for  money. 

Mr.  Gage,  as  he  finished  reading,  announced  that  a  gift  of  $500 
hid  been  received  by  the  secretary  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  who  has  been  very  in- 
flucntial  in  organizing  Women's  Christian  Associations  through- 


out the  country,  then  made  an  eloquent  address  in  behalf  of  the 
society.  Rev.  Mr.  Parker,  of  Hartford,  followed  with  words  of 
warm  approval,  and  a  collection  was  taken  up  in  aid  of  the 
cause. 


ABROAD. 


Notes  of  Associations  from  a  Tourist  in  Great 
Britain. — A  correspondent,  travelling  abroad,  writes : 

"  In  Dublin,  the  prominent  feature  of  the  work  is  the  Bible- 
class.  They  keep  three  in  session  each  Sunday,  in  different  parts 
of  the  city,  and  send  young  men  into  the  streets  with  invitations. 
One  averaged  one  hundred  throughout  the  year.  Their  work — 
as  is  generally  the  case  with  associations  here — is  confined  to 
mercantile  young  men.  Those  from  the  lower  classes  they  send 
to  the  ragged-school  services  and  missions  attached. 

"  At  Glasgow,  in  Scotland,  they  have  the  reputation  of  getting 
up  courses  of  very  fine  lectures,  and  excel  in  this  branch  of  the 
work.  They  charge  all  who  are  not  members  a  penny  for  ad- 
mission to  their  rooms.     The  Bible-class  work  is  prominent  here. 

*'  At  Leeds,  England,  though  the  building  is  not  very  large  or 
showy,  the  members  are  thoroughly  active.  They  have  classes 
in  a  great  many  branches  of  education,  largely  attended,  and  fa- 
mous for  being  excellently  taught.  Their  Bible-classes  and 
prayer-meetings  are  very  successful.  They  are  at  work  in  the 
streets  and  prisons.  The  employment  bureau  is  well  adminis- 
tered, and  there  is  life  in  every  department  of  the  work. 

"  Mr.  W.  Hind  Smith,  the  secretary  at  Leeds,  is  a  very  excellent 
and  active  Christian  man.  His  'British  Workmen'  —  public 
houses  without  drink — the  idea  of  which  originated  with  him, 
are  doing  wonders.  I  spent  half  the  night  in  going  about  from 
one  to  another,  and  wish  with  all  my  heart  that  houses  like 
them  could  be  started  in  New- York  and  other  American  cities." 


German  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Conventions.— The  July  num- 
bers of  the  Juenglingi-Bote,  together  with  the  first  num- 
ber in  August,  edited  by  Dr.  G.  Werner,  in  Stuttgart,  have  been 
kindly  sent  us  by  the  editor. 

One  prominent  feature  in  their  young  men's  conventions  is 
particularly  worthy  of  noti  :e.  They  devote  a  large  portion  of 
the  time  to  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  a  particular  pas- 
sage of  Scripture,  in  the  light  of  which  they  endeavor  to  Bee 
their  duty,  and  draw  practical  lessons  for  their  own  lives.  The 
paper  for  the  first  of  July  gives  a  report  of  a  conference  of 
Juenglings-Vereine,  held  on  the  11th  of  June,  in  Tubingen. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  chosen  for  discussion  was  1  John  3. 
Our  Saviour  was  first  spoken  of  as  our  loving  advocate  with  the 
Father.  In-  the  love  of  Christ,  the  young  men  of  the  Vereine 
should  have  their  hearts  warmed  with  love  toward  one  another. 
A  delegate  spoke  of  having  joined  the  Vereine  in  Tubingen 
twenty-five  years  ago,  without  having  the  peace  of  God  in  his 
heart,  and  said  if  some  one  of  the  members  had  only  come  to 
him  and  taken  him  by  the  band,  and  asked  him  about  the  welfare 
of  his  soul,  his  life  would  have  been  much  more  quickly 
made  happy. 

The  paper  for  July  15th  reports  a  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  Juenglings-Vereine,  of  the  Netherlands,  held  June  18th,  in 
Ludwigsburg.  The  portion  of  Scripture  under  consideration 
was  Matt.  5 :  14-16 :  "  Christians  the  light  of  the  world."  After 
speaking  of  different  ways  in  which  the  members,  in  their  indi- 
vidual and  Vereine  capacity,  could  be  lights  of  the  world,  the 
question  came  up :  Whether  the  opposition  of  a  DOllinger, 
which  rises  against  the  fearful  darkness  of  papal  infallibility,  is 
to  be  regarded  as  such  a  light  of  the  world  1  The  conference 
decided  the  question  in  the  negative,  since,  say  they,  this  opposi- 
tion to  the  papacy  is  not  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  and  His 
Gospel,  but  by  considerations  of  a  very  different  sort,  and,  in 
part,  of  an  entirely  worldly  nature. 
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The  Speaker  s  Commentary.  The  Holy  Bible,  accoidinjr  to 
the  authorized  version,  with  an  Explanatory  and  Critical  Com- 
mentary, and  a  Revision  of  the  Translation  by  Bithops  and  other 
Clergy  of  the  Anglican  Church.  Edited  by  F.  C.  Cook,  M.A., 
Canon  of  Exeter.  Vol.  1.  Genesis — Deuteronomy.  Charles 
Scribner  k  Co.,  New- York. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  some  seven  years  ago, 
suggested  the  plan  of  this  admirable  work.  Its  design  is  to  give, 
in  as  compendious  a  form  as  possible,  a  commentary  on  the  Bible, 
which  will  make  "  the  latest  information  accessible  to  men  of  or- 
dinary culture,"  enabling  them  "  to  understand  what  the  original 
Scriptures  really  say  and  mean,"  and  to  meet  difficulties,  old  and 
new,  that  have  been  raised  concerning  the  sacred  volume.  The 
leading  scholars  of  England  are  engaged  upon  the  work,  each 
being  assigned  to  what  ha  has  made  the  theme  of  special  study. 
The  first  volume  gives  promise  of  a  work  that  will  be  invalua- 
ble to- those  who  are  studying  the  Bible,  in  order  to  teach  them- 
selves and  others.  It  is  emphatically  a  commentary  for  the  times, 
treating  of  what  is  latest  in  biblical  criticism  and  research.  The 
evident  effort  to  compress  the  work  into  [the  smallest  possible 
compass,  consistent  with  the  object  proposed,  will  make  the  book 
attractive  and  popular. 

Tho  comprehensiveness  of  its  plan,  embracing,  as  it  does,  the 
entire  Bible,  is  especially  worthy  of  notice,  for  in  this  particular 
it  meets  a  want  felt  by  many  students  and  teachers.  Its  wide  and 
general  circulation  cannot  fail  to  give  cheerful  testimony  to  a 
growing  interest  in  the  thorough  study  of  the  Word  of  God. 

This  first  volume  contains  the  first  of  eight  sections  into  which 
the  work  has  been  divided,  and  in  the  completion  of  which  some 
thirty-five  eminent  scholars  are  now  engaged.  Among  other 
familiar  names,  we  notice  Howson,  We scott,  Lightfoot,  Plumptre, 
Samuel  Clark,  Ellicott,  Thirwall,  Mansel,  and  Rawlinson.  It  is 
announced  that  several  volumes  will  be  issued  within  a  year. 

The  American  publishers  issue  the  work  in  an  excellent  quarto 
orm,  in  good,  legible  type.    The  price  of  each  volume  is  $5. 

Many  Points  or  Biblical  Criticism  that  are  furnishing 
themes  for  current  thought  and  discussion  are  ably  treated  in 
the  Boston  lecture* for  1871.  Christianity  and  Criticism  is  the 
general  subject  upon  which,  in  the  form  of  ten  lectures,  as  many 
eminent  Christian  scholars  give  the  results  of  careful  study  upon 
"  some  of  the  books,  men,  times,  and  claims  of  the  Bible."  We 
heartily  commend  the  volume  to  our  readers.  It  is  an  excellent 
antidote  for  much  of  the  skepticism  of  the  times.  Thoughtful 
.  young  men  will  be  particularly  interested  in  it.  Professor  Austin 
Phelps,  of  Andover  Seminary,  furnishes  an  introduction  for  the 
volume  on  the  Relations  of  the  Bible  to  the  Civilization  of  the  Fu- 
ture, which  compares  very  favorably  with  any  part  of  the  book. 
Among  the  lecturers  are  President  Mark  Hopkins,  Professor 
G.  P.  Fisher,  and  D.  S.  Talcott,  D.D. 

Messrs.  Dodd  &  Mead,  of  this  city,  announce  for  publication 
this  season,  volumes  that  are  worthy  to  attract  very  general  at- 
tention: The  Sciences  of  Nature  versus  The  Science  of  Man,  by 
Noah  Porter,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  Yale  College ;  Corals  and 
Coral  Islands,  by  James  D.  Dana,  Professor  of  Geology  in  Yale. 
This  will  be  illustrated  with  over  fifty  excellent  woodcuts; 
The  Theology  of  the  New  Testament,  translated  from  the  Dutch  of 
J.  J.  Van  Oosterzee,  Professor  in  the  University  at  Utrecht,  and 
better  known  to  American  readers  as  one  of  the  authors  of 
"  Lange's  Commentaries ;"  A  Comparatite  History  of  Religions, 
by  James  C.  Moffatt,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Church  History  in  Prince- 
ton College. 

For  the  young  people,  they  announce  a  new  series  of  stories 
from  the  pen  of  Jacob  Abbott,  and  Bede's  Charity,  by  Hesba 
Stretton. 

The  Life  of  Prater  and  Communion  with  God  is  the  vital 
force  animating  all  genuine  Christian  living.  Among  those  who 
nave  written  on  this  wonderful  theme  with  singular  power  have 
been  Fenelon  and  Madame  Guyon.  Many  saints  have  had  as  rich 
experience  of  the  grace  of  God ;  few  have  had  as  great  power  to 


transcribe  for  others  the  results  and  processes  of  this  experi- 
ence. Spiritual  Progress  is  the  name  given  to  a  book  edited  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Met  calf,  and  consisting  of  well-selected  extracts  from 
the  writings  of  both  the  above-mentioned  authors,  to  which  are 
added  some  spiritual  maxims  by  Lacombe.  It  is  a  volume  admir- 
ably adapted  for  thoughtful,  devotional  reading.  The  "  Christian 
counsel"  and  "  spiritual  letters"  of  Fenelon  have  a  special  excel- 
lence. There  are  very  few  who  would  not  find  in  this  book  sen- 
timents they  might  call  in  question  ;  but  we  believe  the  number 
is  smaller  of  those  who  would  not  find  much  more  that  was  sug- 
gestive and  helpful  in  the  progress  of  the  work  of  grace  in  their 
hearts.    Messrs.  Dodd  &  Mead  are  the  publishers  of  the  volume. 

The  Clackitts  of  Inolebrook  Hall.    By  Mrs.  Protser.    A.  D. 
F.  Randolph  &  Co. 

This  story  delinea'es  the  narrow  vulgarity  of  that  pride,  often 
seen  among  those  made  suddenly  rich,  which  apes  a  gentility  it 
cannot  maintain,  and  pushes  into  a  social  intercourse  where  it 
brings  on  itself  deserved  ridicule.  In  striking  contrast  with  this, 
the  superior  dignity  of  quiet  contentment  is  well  set  forth.  The 
good  characters  of  the  story,  however,  are  not  always  so  naturally 
delineated  as  those  held  up  for  reprobation.  The  moral  is  excel- 
lent and  timely,  and  many  readers  whom  the  book  attracts  will 
be  profited  as  well  as  pleased. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  illustrations,  each  well  executed 
and  covering  a  full  page,  give  a  book  rare  charms  for  children. 
"  The  Children's  Album"  and  "  The  Children's  Sunday  Al- 
bum"  are  two  volumes  answering  this  description.  About  one 
page  in  every  two  bears  a  beautiful  picture,  the  story  of  which  is 
briefly  told.  The  last-named  album  is  edited  by  the  well-known 
author  of  A  Trap  to  Catch  a  Sunbeam.  Both  books  are  excel- 
lent gifts  for  the  holidays,  being  adapted  to  children  of  about 
twelve  years  of  age.  They  are  published  by  Lee,  Shepard  & 
Dillingham,  New- York. 

The  Literary  Bulletin,  a  monthly  record  of  current  litera- 
ture, with  classified  lists  of  recent  publications,  ani  the  Educa- 
tional Bulletin,  with  its  complete  retail  price-list  of  educational 
works,  are  to  be  had  of  Geo.  B.  Roys,  at  823  Broadway. 
_  The  Graphic,  with  its  beautiful  illustrations,  and  other  Eng- 
lish periodicals,  as  well  as  new  home  and  foreign  publications, 
may  also  be  secured  at  this  establishment. 

The  Chemical  History  of  the  Six  Days  of  Creation,  by 
John  Phin,  exhibits,  from  the  standpoint  of  chemical  science, 
the  harmony  between  the  latest  developments  of  this  science  and 
the  record  of  Revelation.  The  Mosaic  narrative  is  vindicated  in 
every  part,  and  the  shallowness  of  many  objections  to  its  truthful- 
ness is  fai-Jifully  pointed  out.  The  American  News  Company 
publish  the  book. 

"  The  Language  and  Sentiment  of  Flowers"  is  the  title  of 
an  admirable  little  volume,  well  edited,  and  containing  besides  a 
carefully  prepared  vocabulary  of  the  meaning  of  the  various 
flowers ;  many  beautiful  selections  from  what  has  been  written 
concerning  them,  in  both  song  and  story.  The  American  pub- 
lishers are  Scribner  &  Co. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

Bcecher,  Rev.  H.  W.    The  Life  of  Jesns,  the  Christ.    (J.  B.  Ford  4  Co.). $3  CO 
Brougham.    The  Life  and  Times  of  Lord  Brougham,  written  by  himself. 

8  vols.    (Harper  &  Bros.)    Pcrvol ■ S  00 

Bulwor.  E  (Sir  Lyttou),    King  Arthur:  a  Poem.    (Harper  &  Bros.) 175 

By  Author  of  '•  wide,  Wide  World."  The  House  in  Town:  Sequel  to  "  Op- 
portunities."   (Carter  &  Bros.) J  45 

Cooler.  Le  Roy  C.    Easy  Experiments  in  Physical  Sciences.    (Scribner 

&Co.) 7J 

Cooper,  J.  Fenimore.    Precaution :  a  Novel.    With  Llfo  of  Author,  by 

W.  C.  Bryant    (Hnrd  and  Houghton.) 2  25 

Frost's  School  and  Exhibition  Dialogues.    (I)ick  *  Fitzgerald.) 1  SO 

Hudson,  C.  F.    Critical  Greek  and  English  Concordance  of  tho  New  Tes- 
tament. 2d  edition.    (Llpplncott  <S  Co.) 

Hawthorne,  Nathaniel.    English  Note-Books.  (J.  R.  Osgood  &  Co.) 2  00 

H  In  ton,  J.     Hcalih  and  Its  Conditions.    (Putnam  &  Sons.} l  no 

Josh  Billings's  Farmers'  Allminax  for  1872.    Swd.    (C'arleton  &  Co.) 50 

Kingslcy.  Kev.  C.    At  Last.    (Harper  &  Bros.) 195 

Loring,  F.  W.    Two  College  Friends.    (A.  K.  Loring.) » 100 

Muloch,  Miss.    Agatha's  Husband:  a  Novel.    (Harper  A  Bros.  V ISO 

Newton,  Rev.  R     Nature's  Wonders.    Illustrated.    (Carter  *  Bros.) 125 

Phln.J.    Chemical  History  of  the  Creation.    (Handicraft  Pub.  Co.) 1  vO 

Pond,  Enoch,  D.D.    Seals  Opened.    (Broughton  &  Wyman.) 150 

Prosser,  Madame.    The  Clackitts 

Russell,  W.  Clark.    Book  of  Authors.    (Scribner  4  Co.) 125 

Six  Mouths  Hence :  a  Novel.    (Osgood  &  Co.)  7J 

Spoflbrd,  Harriet  Prcscott.    Ncw-Englsnd  Legends.    Illustrated 80 

Speaker's  Commentary.    Vol.  1,  Pentateuch.    (Scribner  &  Co.) 5  00 

Spiritual  Progress.  Fenelon,  Madame  Guyon,  Lacombe.  (Dodd  &  Mead.)  1  50 
Underwood,  F.  H.    Hand-Book  of  English  Literature.    (Lee  &  Shepard.) 
Whedon,  D.D.    Commentary  on  the  New  Testament     For  popular  use. 
(Carlton  &  Lanohan.) i  75 
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SPECIMEN  PAGE  FROM  "SONGS  OF  DEVOTION.". 


258 


EESOUB  T£E  PEEISHING. 


W.  H.  Doane. 


1.  Rescue  the  perishing,  Care  for  the  dying,  Snatch  them  in  pity  from 
Weep  o'er  the  erring  one,  Lift  up  the  fallen,  Tell  them  of  Je-sus,  the 


i  sin  and  the  grave;  1„  .  ..  ... 

I  (Omit)-.    .    .    .    .mighty    to  Baye. }  ^-cue  the  per-.sh-.ng, 


Care  for  the  dy  -  ing ;  Je  -  bus    is    mer  -  ci  -  ful,  Je  -  sua  will  save. 


642  Racut  the  Perishing. 

2  Though  they  are  slighting  him, 

Still  he  is  waiting, 
Wailing  the  penitent  child  to  receive. 

Plead  with  them  earnestly, 

Plead  with  them  gently, 
He  will  forgive  if  they  only  believe. 

8  Down  in  the  human  heart, 
i     Crushed  by  the  tempter, 
Feelings  lie  buried,  that  grace  cu  restore. 

Touched  by  a  loving  heart, 

Wakened  by  kindness, 
Chords  that  were  broke*,  will  vibrate  race  more. 

4  Rescue  the  perishing, 

Duty  demands  it ; 
Strength  for  thy  labor  tie  Lord  will  pride. 

Back  to  the  narrow  way 

Patiently  win  them ; 
Tell  the  poor  wand'rer,  a  8»vior  has  died. 


643 


Tin  Wandering  Shop. 


Tune,  Lebanon,  Key  F. 

1  I  was  a  wandering  sheep, 
I  did  not  love  the  fold : 

1  did  not  love  my  Shepherd's  voloe, 
I  would  not  be  controlled ; 

2  I  was  a  wayward  child, 
I  did  not  love  my  home, 

I  did  not  love  my  Father's  voice, 
I  loved  afar  to  roam. 

3  The  Shepherd  sought  his  sheep, 
The  Father  sought  his  child ; 

He  followed  me  o'er  vale  and  hill, 
O'er  deserts  waste  and  wild ; 

4  He  found  me  nigh  to  death, 
Famished,  and  faint,  and  lone ; 

He  bound  me  with  the  bands  of  love, 
He  saved  the  wandering  one. 


From  "  Song)  of  Devolion,"  bv  perniia'u/n,  of  Big  lout  A  Maim. 


NEW  AND  CHEAPER  EDITION 

OP  THE  ASSOCIATION   HYMN-BOOK. 

The  International  Convention  at  Washington,  last  May,  in- 
structed their  Executive  Committee  to  recommend  to  the  pub- 
lishers of  the  Songs  of  Devotion  the  issue  of  a  cheaper  edition  of 
that  work,  to  encourage  its  more  general  use  by  our  associations. 
The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Brainerd  explains  how  promptly 
the  recommendation  was  carried  out : 

"  Executive  Committee  Rooms,        ) 
"New-Tobk,  Sept.  20th,  1871.  J 

"  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Yonng  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociations urged  upon  the  publishers  of  Songs  of  Demotion  the  ne- 
cessity of  issuing  an  edition  at  a  reduced  price.  This  has  been 
done,  and  it  is  now  offered  at  a  price  which  brings  it  within  the 
reach  of  all.  The  committee,  while  desiring  to  obtain  as  much 
as  possible  from  its  interest  in  the  copyright,  is  especially  anxious 
that  this  valuable  book  should  be  in  common  use  in  all  the  associ- 


ations, for  it  Is  peculiarly  adapted  to  their  work.  It  is  there- 
fore confidently  expected  that  the  associations  and  their  offi- 
cers will  make  very  decided  efforts  at  once  to  secure  its  general 
Introduction.  Cephas  Brainerd,  Chairman  Ex.  Com.' 

"  No  similar  work,"  say  the  publishers,  "  has  ever  met  with 
such  universal  favor.  It  contains  655  hymns,  with  music,  among 
which  will  be  found  the  established  favorite*  of  devotional  meet- 
ings. The  hymns  are  entirely  nnsectarian  in  character,  but  are 
full  of  Christ,  and  rich  in  the  utterances  of  every  phase  of  Chris- 
tian experience." 

Price  of  Rcgnlar  Edition,  elegantly  bound  In  doth,  75  cts.,  $75  pet  hundred. 
Popular  Edition,  In  boards,       -       -       -    50  cU.,  $45  per  hundred. 

A  full  account  of  the  work  will  be  found  in  our  advertising  col- 
umns. 

The  service  of  song  has  grown  in  power  and  usefulness 
wherever  our  members  have  introduced  this  new  woi't. 
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AS  SO  CIA  TION    MONTIIL  Y. 


[NOVEMBER, 


MISCELLANY. 


The  devaluation  by  fire  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  last 
month,  is  unexampled  in  the  histor/  of  such  disasters.  Nearly 
$200,000,000  worth  of  property  was  destroyed.  The  number  of 
lives  lost  is  not  yet  ascertained.  More  than  100,000  people  were 
made  homeless,  and  their  distress  and  despair  are  indescribable. 
The  charitable  response  to  the  call  for  help  is  also,  we  rejoice  to  say, 
without  precedent.  The  merchants,  and  churches,  and  people  of 
New-York  have  raised  about  $2,500,000  for  the  relief  of  the  suffer- 
ers. An  equal  sum  has  been  contributed  by  the  other  cities  and 
towns  of  this  country.  From  Canada  many  thousands  of  dollars 
have  already  come,  and  the  cities  of  Great  Britain  generously 
sent  about  $250,000.  This  prompt  charity  has  greatly  relieved 
the  present  misery  and  distress.  It  U  a  wonderful  chapter  in  the 
history  of  Christian  beneficence,  and  an- 
nounces unmistakably  that  the  spirit  of 
peace  and  brotherhood  which  appreciates 
that  the  loss  of  one  is  the  loss  of  all,  is  mak- 
ing progress  in  Chriitendom. 


A  second  fearful  conflagration,  consuming  twelve  vil- 
lages and  making  five  thousand  people  homeless,  occurred  in 
Michigan,  soon  after  the  fire  in  Chicago.  Benevolent  effort  all 
over  the  country  is  being  put  forth  in  behalf  of  the  sufferers  by. 
these  terrible  disasters.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  in  many  cases 
served  as  admirable  agencies  to  receive  and  transmit  the  needed 
relief.  In  Michigan,  the  Governor  endorses  the  appeal  for  kelp 
sent  out  by  the  association  in  Detroit.  Calamities  so  wide-spread 
can  be  alleviated  only  by  a  universal  benevolence. 


£pmat  $otitt$. 


COLGATE   &   CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 

as  the  

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFUMERY 

AND 

TOILBT  ARTICLES. 


THE   ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

AMD 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED   LEAD,   LITHARCE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red   Lead,  etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED    OIL, 

Haw',  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLO- ATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

287  Pearl  Street,  New- York. 


£p«ial  |lotirfiS. 


'dicard 


USE 

JOHN    DWICHT   *   OO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    OARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Slip,  Mew-York. 


ENGRAVING 

ESTABLISHMENT, 

No.  48   Beekman   Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


The  war  against  political  fraud  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  is  being  carried  on  with  unabated  earnestness.  The  com- 
mittee of  seventy  leading  citizens,  appointed  in  September,  to 
prosecute  financial  'reform,  hare  been  diligently  at  work.  An 
appeal  to  the  people  of  the  State  has  been  issued,  calling  upon  them 
to  do  their  part  in  the  coming  State  election, 
and  there  is  fair  promise  of  such  a  legislature 
as  will  enact  the  reform  so  much  needed, 
for  our  most  trusted  citizens  are  willing  to 
accept  office  in  this  emergency. 


BANKRUPT.  Wl» S 

Gold  limiting  Case  Watches,  full  iewelled,  detached 
lever  movements.  $28  each,  usual  price  $45.  More 
expensive  Ladies'  Hunting  Watches,  and  elegant 
solid  gold  Leontine  and  Opera  chains,  and  gents'  vest 
solid  gold  chains,  from  auction,  at  propoitionale 
prices.  Goods  sent  C.  O.  D.,  privilege  to  examine. 
P.  J.  NASH,  in  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

"Worthy  the  fullest  eonadcnoe."— Christian  Advocate, 
N.Y.  "Just  -what  he  represents  Ibem."—  Christian 
Union.  "  All  Ihtt  Mr.  Nash  says  may  be  depended  upon." 
—Christian  at  Work. 


STEAK  TO  AND  FROM  GLASGOW, 
CALLING  AT 
JHOVIM.E,  LONDONDERRY 

To  land  and  embark   Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

FAVORITE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  8TEAM- 
EKS, 


£pMi»t  $<rtirt% 


Washington  Life  Insurance  Co. 

ASSETS,  $3,000,000. 

Policies  issued  of  every  description  on  the  most 
liberal  terms,  and  non-forfeiting. 

S3   TJNION"    SQTJAIKB. 

WM.  BATON,  Agent, 

AIbo  Agent  of  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Fire 
Insurance  Co.    Capital,  $20,100,000. 


T.   G.   SELLEW, 
DESKS, 

Offloe  and  Library 

FURNITURE, 

No.  103  Fulton  Street, 
NEW-YORK. 


America,  Caledonia,      India, 

Auglla.  Columbia,       Iowa, 

Australia,       Europs,  Iamalla, 

Britannia  Scandanavla 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  20,  North  River,  at  12  o'clock,  Noon. 

Kates  of  Passajre  payable  In  Currency,  and  as  low  as 
by  any  other  First-Class  Line. 

"Passengers  are  ulso  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  Station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  &c. 
Excursion  Tiokets  Good  for  12  Xonthi. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 

Prepeld  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe.  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  the|r  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWEST  RATES. 

For  further  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office,  No.  1  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 
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THE    NEW   MISSION   CHURCH  IN  HALIFAX,  NOVA  SCOTIA 


Wb  hope  before  many  months  to  announce  the  speedy  erection 
of  an  association  building  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  Our  members 
are  laboring  for  and  expecting  such  a  blessing.  The  above  edifice, 
however,  is  closely  connected  with  the  association  work  in  that 
city.  One  of  our  members  there,  Mr.  Edward  Jost,  a  gentleman 
of  large  means  and  a  yet  larger  heart,  erected  the  building  last 
spring, in"  a  locality  which  is  morally  one  of  the  darkest  spots  in 
Halifax.    It  cost  $12,000,  and  will  seat  500  people. 

A  correspondent  writes:  "Mr.  Jost  built  the  church  for  the 
poor  and  the  destitute,  and  has  handed  the  management  of  it 
over  to  a  committee,  all  of  whom,  himself  included,  are  members 
of  our  Y.  M.  C.  Association.  This  committee  holds  its  meetings  in 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms,  and  our  association  have,  to  a  large  extent, 
the  responsibility  of  it.    On  every  Sunday  evening,  also,  the  as- 


sociation hold  a  public  meeting  in  this  church,  presided  over  by 
one  of  the  members.  The  meeting  is  much  older  than  the  build- 
ing, having  been  kept  up  for  nearly  two  years,  and  hundreds  of 
young  men  and  women  are  regular  attendants.  A  collection  is 
taken  every  Lord's  day.  This  partially  supports  a  city  mission- 
ary who  lives  in  the  building,  and  makes  it  his  rallying-place  for 
the  poor  of  the  neighborhood.  He,  with  Mr.  Jost  and  some  others, 
holds  a  Sunday-Bchool  on  Sabbath  morning.  In  addition  to  this 
and  the  public  services  Sunday  evenings,  various  meetings  are 
held  through  the  week. 

"  We  have  made  it  a  rule  not  to  ask  any  person  for  aid  for  the 
support  of  the  building  or  missionary,  but  we  rely  on  a  kind 
Providence  to  send  us  means.  I  trust  your  notice  of  this  enter 
prise  may  stir  up  somebody  to  go  and  do  likewise  in  other  places. " 
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HOW  TO  CONDUCT  A  BIBLE-CLASS. 
No.  III. 

BT  PROFESSOR  W.  H.  THOMSON,  M.D. 

Ws  would  urge  upon  all  teachers  tbe  importance  of  system  in 
conducting  their  classes  through  a  course  of  Bible  study. 
The  division  of  the  book  into  chapters  and  verses  has  incidentally 
given  origin  to  one  of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  the  Bible — we  mean  the  desultory  way  in  which  it  is  so 
commonly  read.  One  chapter  here  and  another  there,  a  passage 
out  of  Kings  and  a  passage  in  the  Epistles,  are  made  to  succeed 
one  another  as  "  lessons,"  when  the  effect  is  to  take  all  freshness 
out  of  the  Bible,  and  to  lose  its  best  instruction,  in  much  the  same 
way  that  the  finest  oratorio  would  be  little  else  than  mere  sound 
to  the  hearer  who  was  made  to  listen  first  to  parts  of  an  air,  then 
the  next  moment  to  a  small  portion  from  the  middle  of  a  sympho- 
ny, ending  with  the  last  notes  of  a  chorus.  How  many,  for  exam- 
ple, take  up  the  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  and  read  it  through 
from  the  beginning,  as  they  would  a  magazine  article  1  And  yet  by 
such  reading  alone  can  the  full  meaning  and  design  of  the  author 
be  justly  apprehended.  It  is  on  this  account,  also,  that  we  would 
strongly  recommend  the  paragraph  Bible,  both  for  private  use 
and  for  the  Bible-class.  But  if  such  a  method  is  the  most  profit- 
able for  reading,  still  more  is  a  connected  and  systematic  course 
.essential  for  Bible  study.  As  we  remarked  in  our  last  number, 
the  teacher  should  choose  out  some  leading  sacred  topic,  and 
thoroughly  prepare  himself  on  it — make  it  his  specialty,  so  to 
speak,  in  order  to  teach  it  for  one  or  two  years,  instead  of  for  a 
few  Sabbaths,  because  only  in  this  way  can  such  great  doctrines 
as  the  Bible  contains  be  properly  developed,  and  made  to  deepen 
the  grounds  of  faith.  We  instanced  the  Messianic  prophecies  of 
the  Old  Testament  as  affording  a  good  example  of  such  a  line  of 
study,  and  as  our  limits  are  so  brief,  wo  would  rapidly  sketch  out 
the  themes  of  a  few  lessons  on  it,  by  way  of  illustration,  thus : 

Lesson  1.  The  Fall  of  Man  (Gen.,  chap.  S),  with  the  promise 
(v.  15),  significantly  connected  with  the  woman  rather  than  the 
man,  that  the  serpent  who  had  caused  her  ruin  should  have  his 
head,  the  seat  of  his  whole  power,  crushed  by  her  seed,  though 
in  the  act  itself  of  triumph  the  victor  would  suffer  from  the  ven- 
om of  the  serpent  in  turn.  2.  (Gen.  9}  Noah  in  a  very  few  words 
prophesying  the  distinctive  feature  in  the  destiny  of  each  of  his 
sons.  Though  Japheth  should  be  the  greatest  in  all  that  the  word 
"  enlargement''  implies,  and  the  only  reference  to  Ham  is  servitude, 
religion  was  to  be  the  glory  of  Shem,  who,  though  the  smallest 
in  numbers,  yet,  either  as  Jew  or  Arab,  has  played  but  one  part  in 
history — that  of  imposing  on  the  rest  of  the  world  the  worship 
of  the  God  of  Shem.  3.  Of  Shem's  descendants,  the  promise 
made  to  Abraham  himself  three  times,  then  of  his  sons  repeated 
to  Isaac,  and  again  of  Isaac's  sons  to  Jacob,  that  from  their  small 
Syrian  family  was  to  come  that  by  which  all  the  nations  and  fam 
ilies  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed,  and  so  fulfil  the  earlier  prophe- 
cy of  Japheth 's  adoption  into  the  tents  of  Shem.  This  was  the 
distant  good  which  Esau  despised  while  he  drove  Jacob  from  his 
share  of  the  earthly  possessions.  4.  Two  lessons  could  easily  be 
made  oat  of  Gen.,  chap.  49th,  to  which  we  have  referred,  with  its 
specialization  of  the  descent  of  the  Messiah,  who  here  appears  as  a 
distinct  person,  from  the  fourth  son  of  Jacob,  and  the  true  con- 
quering power  of  history.  5.  The  character  and  place  in  the 
Bible  which  David  holds,  and  the  promise  to  him  in  2  Sam.  7 — 
that  his  dynasty  should  never  come  to  an  end,  but  his  throne  be 
established  forever.  No  further  specialization  of  Christ's  de- 
scent follows;  He  is  ever  after  David's  son.  Note  how  the  whole 
nation  clang  to  this  promise  in  the  ages  after  David,  as  shown  by 
the  lament  of  the  Babylonian  captive  Ethan  in  Pa.  89  ;  also 
Its  continual  recurrence  in  prophecy,  as  in  Hosea  3 :  3,  4 . 
Amos9:  11;  Jer.30:  9;  33:21;  Ezek.34:  23;  37:  24;  Is.9:  7'; 
11 :  1 ;  63 :  3 ;  etc.  6.  The  period  of  the  prophets,  from  the  ninth 
to  the  fifth  century -before  Christ,  and  their  office  in  the  old  church 
to  keep  their  nation  from  apostasy  in  the  age  of  the  aggressive 


and  world-powerful  polytheism  of  the  first  great  empires.  The 
calamities  they  foretell  to  come  upon  Israel  for  succumbing  to  the 
temptation  of  deserting  their  national  Jehovah  for  the  seemingly 
stronger  gods  of  Nineveh,  Babylon,  and  Egypt,  are  relieved  by 
ever  clearer  views  of  the  coming  Son  of  David — Micah,  chap.  4,  ( 
uttering  that  beautiful  prophecy  which  Isaiah  quotes  in  chap.  11 
(just  when  destructive  Rome  was  founded),  that  the  whole  assem- 
bly of  the  Gentiles,  the  strong  nations  from  afar,  should  come  to- 
gether to  worship  the  God  of  the  Jew,  and  at  His  command  torn 
their  weapons  of  war  to  the  uses  of  peace,  because  the  dominion 
should  bo  transferred  to  the  Davidic  Tower  of  the  flock.  Then 
in  chap.  5  predicting  that  He  who  was  thus  to  reign  was  to  begin 
anew  the  Kingdom  of  David,  not  from  the  royal  city  of  Jerusa- 
lem, but  once  more  in  the  poverty  Of  Bethlehem,  with  the  preg- 
nant words  that  though  born  in  such  a  small  place,  yet  His  go- 
ings forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from  everlasting. 

We  have  thus  brought  the  study  to  the  era  of  the  great  devel- 
opment of  Messianic  prophecy  in  Isaiah  and  Daniel,  which,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  Psalms,  would  take  a  long  article  to  follow,  as  step 
by  step  every  part  of  the  Saviour's  office,  life,  preaching,  and 
death  are  particularized,  even  to  the  time  of  His  appearance  and 
the  date  of  His  violent  death  ;  and  with  the  fullest  statement  of 
the  purpose  of  His  coming  and  of  His  death,  not  for  the  Jew,  but 
for  the  whole  world.  By  the  prophets,  the  foreigner  is  ever 
thought  of  as  a  partaker  in  their  own  inheritance,  and  with  m 
strange  love  that  has  no  parallel  in  any  other  national  literature 
to  this  very  day.  The  "  Gentile"  to  Isaiah  is  a  prisoner  to  be  bless- 
ed with  freedom  from  a  dark  dungeon  by  the  Galilean  Light  of 
the  nations,  the  Salvation  of  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth, 
and  what  is  more  significant,  the  prophets'  first  glance  is  to  the 
West  (see  chap.  42,  etc.)  as  the  first  to  receive  the  Light,  while  the 
East  is  to  rejoice  in  it  last ;  the  Messiah  in  chap.  49  being  intro- 
duced as  Himself  addressing  the  peoples  of  Europe  through  their 
great  representatives,  the  Greek  race,  whose  language  it  was  or- 
dered Bhould  be  the  tongue  of  the  Gospel.  We  would  that  the 
set  defenders  of  our  faith,  instead  of  appealing  so  much  to  Taci 
tus,  Suetonius,  and  other  heathen  testimonies  of  the  historic  truth 
of  the  Gospel,  would  have  more  recourse  to  the  ancient  church's 
sword,  even  the  sure  word  of  prophecy. 

Following  naturally  upon  the  old  testimony  comes  the  great 
subject  of  the  life  of  Christ  Himself,  a  theme  for  as  much  thought 
as  the  world  affords.  There  is  enough  literature  on  this  topic  to 
help  the  Bible-class  teacher,  and  to  learn  him  without  excuse  if 
he  cannot  '•  make  a  Bible-class  interesting."  But  if  any  one  im- 
agines that  it  is  a  subject  which  can  be  easily  mastered  and 
taught  by  a  few  minutes'  preparation  on  Sunday  mornings,  he  is 
much  mistaken.  "  What  think  ye  of  Christ  ?"  is  oiten  as  much  a, 
test  question  of  a  man's  mind  as  of  his  heart. 

Our  third  subject  which  we  would  recommend  for  instruction 
is  the  history  of  the  founding  of  the  Christian  church  as  it  can  be 
gathered  out  of  the  Acts  and  the  Epistles.  One  of  the  most  in- 
teresting classes  we  ever  attended  followed  this  inquiry  for  s> 
year,  and  we  then  felt  that  if  some  acute  writers  have  held  that 
the  life  of  St.  Paul  alone  could  be  shown  to  prove  the  truth  of 
the  Christian  religion,  much  more  can  the  thoughtful  study  of 
that  wonderful  movement  in  the  world's  history  which,  begin- 
ning with  one  hundred  and  twenty  disciples  in  an  upper  chamber, 
has  caused  the  prophet's  words  to  come  to  pass — to  Him  whom 
man  despisetb,  to  Him  whom  the  nation  abhorreth,  to  a  servant 
of  rulers,  kings  shall  see  and  arise,  princes  also  shall  worship. 

Other  subjects  for  teaching  we  would  allude  to,  but  our  object 
is  more  to  illustrate  what  the  province  of  the  Bible-class  is,  and 
how  it  should  be  made  to  minister  to  the  information  of  the  mind. 
Biblical  knowledge  is  what  our  age  needs,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
weak  sentimentalism,  the  abuse  of  religious  oratory,  and  the  mul- 
titude of  side  issues  which  occupy  the  religious  public,  we  would 
gladly  hail  the  appearance  of  any  sign  of  a  demand,  not  for  any 
better  Sunday-schools,  but  for  a  more  direct  and  noble  searching 
of  the  Scriptures,  than  the  men  and  women  of  the  Church  now 
show. 
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MODEL  EMPLOYMENT  BUREAU. 

HOW  THE  WORK  IS  DONE  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 

In  seeking  to  benefit  and  help  young  men  in  the  hour  of  need, 
better  tban  the  gift  of  money,  or  bread,  or  shelter,  or  education, 
•r  social  amusement,  is  the  gift  of  employment.  This  is  their 
best  road  to  whatever  temporal  good  we  can  confer  upon  them. 
The  employment  bureau  of  our  associations,  therefore,  is  the 
most  important  branch  of  their  secular  work.  It  aims  to  find 
employment  for  the  young  men  seeking  it,  and  to  furnish  em- 
ployers with  trustworthy  employes. 

Important  as  this  branch  of  our  work  is,  the  complaint  that  it 
is  poorly  administered  is  almost  universal.  We  are  constantly 
asked  how  the  bureau  should  be  carried  on.  The  association  in 
Philadelphia  has,  within  the  last  year,  enacted  in  its  work  a  prac- 
tical answer  to  this  question.  Its  bureau  was  organized  January 
1st,  1871.  Up  to  November  11th,  3464  applications  for  employ- 
ment had  been  received,  and  in  response,  1350  situations  have 
been  secured.  This  has  been  accomplished  under  the  efficient 
administration  of  Mr.  John  Wanamaker,  President  of  the  asso- 
ciation. Mr.  R.  K.  Hinckley,  of  Philadelphia,  kindly  furnishes  the 
following  instructive  facts  about  the  work : 

1.  To  a  committee  of  our  members,  known  as  the  Employment 
Committee,  the  entire  charge  of  the  work  was  entrusted. 

2.  A  superintendent,  Mr.  Alexander  Sloan — the  right  man  in 
the  right  place — was  then  employed,  who  gives  his  time  wholly 
to  the  management  of  the  bureau,  and  is  the  living,  active, 
trusted  medium  of  intercourse  between  employers  and  employed. 

3.  Rooms  or  an  office  were  rented  in  the  business  part  of  the 
city,  where  applications  could  be  received. 

4.  In  a  short  time  a  printed  circular  was  sent  to  employers, 
stating  that  "  the  Register"  contained  the  "  names  of  nearly  1000 
men  and  boys  unemployed,  out  of  which  any  business-man  may 
select  or  have  sent  him  such  help  as  he  may  need  without  expense 
to  employer  or  employed."  Cards  of  this  sort  are  kept  constantly 
in  circulation  among  merchants,  manufacturers,  etc. 

5.  Then  blanks  were  prepared :  first  for  the  employer.  In  this 
he  is  requested  to  state  his  "  name  and  address,"  "  help  wanted." 
and  "  salary  offered." 

The  person  seeking  employment  fills  out  a  "  confidential  appli- 
cation," stating  his  "  name,  address,  references,  ago,  former  em- 
ployers, where  last  employed  and  how  long,  salary,  church,  em- 
ployment desired,  and  lowest  salary." 

The  superintendent  of  the  bureau  then  sends  out  to  the  refer- 
ences named  by  the  applicant  a  printed  letter  of  inquiry  as  to  his 
character,  etc. 

The  references  being  secured,  the  superintendent  selects  a  suit- 
able employer  from  the  list  of  those  who  are  seeking  employes, 
and  sends  the  applicant  to  him,  with  a  card,  on  one  side  of  which 
is  printed :  "  This  will  introduce  the  bearer,  who  desires  a  situa- 
tion as .    If  his  references  are  satisfactory,  please  notify  me." 

(Signed,  Superintendent  of  Employment  Bureau.)  The  other  side 

of  the  card  is  headed,  "  Return  notice,"  and  reads :  "  Mr. 

has  this  day  entered  our  employ  as ."    This  is  signed  by  the 

employer,  if  he  is  suited,  and  being  returned  to  the  superinten- 
dent, is  kept  on  file  as  evidence  of  what  the  bureau  is  accomplish- 
ing. In  this  way,  1350  of  the  3464  who  applied  for  employ- 
ment between  January  1st  and  November  11th,  1871,  have  been 
secured  situations. 

The  bureau  is  not  exclusively  for  young  men,  but  large  num 
bers  of  these  have  gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  privileges 
which  the  bureau  offers  to  all  out  of  employment.  Clerks,  book- 
keepers, mechanics  in  all  branches  of  trade,  and  laboring  men 
have  been  supplied  to  applicants  for  help.  The  work  of  the  bu 
reau  has  been  recognized  by  our  merchants,  who  use  it  for  young 
men  needed  in  their  stores  and  offices.  Letters  acknowledging 
its  efficient  working  are  quite  common.  Thanks  from  deserving 
employes  come  in  often  to  cheer  the  committee  in  carrying  on 
the  work.  The  experience  of  our  association  has  been  that  the 
bureau  ha8  operated  to  tho  advantage  of  the  young  men  who, 
nettled  employment,  and  also  to  the  advantage  of  the  society,  in 


showing  a  practical  work  efiioiently  carried  on  for  the  benefit  of 
the  business  interests  of  the  city. 

It  is  important  also  to  add  that  quite  a  number  of  young  men 
join  the  association  through  the  influence  of  the  superintendent, 
with  whom  they  become  acquainted  in  applying  for  situations. 

Philadelphia  has  set  an  excellent  example.  A  work  so  simple 
in  its  details,  and  so  practical  and  useful  in  its  operation,  should 
be  undertaken  at  once  by  the  associations  in  all  our  great  cities. 


HOW  BUILDINGS  HAVE  BEEN  SECURED. 

BY  M.  WOOL8ET  STRTRER. 

Twenty-two  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  the 
United  States  own  buildings.  Forty-six  are  amassing  building 
funds.  Many  more  are  eager  to  enter  upon  this  imp  >rtan".  and 
necessary  work.  To  the  latter,  the  knowledge  of  how  such  edi- 
fices have  been  secured  will  be  useful  and  instructive.  To  give 
such  information,  this  article,  after  much  preliminary  inquiry,  has 
been  prepared. 

The  plan  of  raising  a  fund  by  subscription,  and  assuming  the 
balance  of  the  cost  as  a  debt,  has  been  most  commonly  adopted. 
But  various  methods  have  been  pursued  in  raising  the  money. 

1.  Sometimes  a  bejinrdng  has  been  made  with  small  sub-vrip- 
tions  by  the  members  themseioes,  followed  at  a  later  period  by 
larger  sums  from  tho  wealthier  citizens.  A  case  in  point  is  that 
of  the  Cleveland  association.    The  president  writes : 

"  In  October,  1868,  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  take 
full  charge  of  the  matter.  A  subscription  paper  was  made  np, 
with  one  clause  as  follows,  '  Believing  that  God  helps  thoso  who 
help  themselves,  wo,  the  undersigned,'  etc.  This  paper  was  cir- 
culated only  among  our  members,  most  of  whom  were  clerks  and 
shopmen.  Each  subscribed  one  hundred  dollars,  payable  within 
four  yews  ($0.25  quarterly),  all  payment  to  be  made  at  a  certain 
bank.  If  not  used  forthe  purpose  intended  within  four  years,  money 
to  be  returned  to  donors,  with  interest  at  seven  per  cent.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-signed  this  paper,  footing  up  $!'2,000.  We 
did  not  go  out  of  the  assoc'-ation,  and  not  nearly  through  it.  In 
September,  1870,  a  well-locattd  building  was  offered  us.  A  new 
subscription  was  started  among  our  wealthier  citizens.  These, 
assured  of  the  zeal  and  earnestness  of  the  young  men  them- 
selves, responded  liberally.  We  bought  and  fitted  up  the  edifice. 
Additional  repairs  will  be  completed  next  December,  and  the  to- 
tal cost  will  be  about  $35,000." 

This  plan  was  pursued  in  Beverly,  N.  J.,  where  a  building 
worth  $3800  was  secured.  It  is  now  being  followed  in 
Ponjrhkeepsie,  in  the  purchase  of  their  new  building  for  $"2,500. 
Of  this  sum,  before  appeal  is  made  to  wealthy  citizens.  $11  000 
has  been  raised  by  the  members,  and  by  means  of  a  fair  and  lec- 
tures. 

2.  The  opposite  method,  of  seeking  first  large  subxrriptions  from 
those  not  directly  at  work  in  the  association,  has  also  been  suc- 
cessful. 

A  notable  instance  is  that  of  the  association  in  New- York  City. 
Here  public  attention  was  first  very  generally  called  to  the  sub- 
ject. Editorials  were  simultaneously  published  in  all  the  leading 
papers.  The  various  city  pastors  preached  earnest  sermons  on 
the  duty  of  merchants  to  those  in  their  employ,  and  on  kindred 
subjects  calculated  to  convince  of  the  moral  needs  of  young  meD, 
and  of  the  effectiveness  of  tho  association  in  meeting  those  needs. 
"  A  memorandum,"  forcibly  presenting  the  fitness  of  the  associa- 
tion work  to  the  neglected  condition  of  the  young  men  of  New- 
York,  and  "  a  selection  "  from  the  association's  correspondence  il- 
lustrating its  methods,  and  proving  their  efficacy,  were  freely 
and  widely  circulated.  By  such  means,  and  by  untiring  pri- 
vate effort,  the  interest  of  the  earnest  and  thoughtful  was 
thoroughly  awakened. 

While  the  iron  was  thus  white,  a  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  struck  sharply  for  subscriptions.  Sav.<  n'.nety-two 
were  given,  ranging  from  twenty  to  one  thousand  dollars  ;  nb>i;-.t 
one  hundred,  from  five  to  one  hundred  dollars;  and  t'.:.u  sub 
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acription-books  were  sent  to  all  the  members,  accompanied  by  a 
lithograph  letter  earnestly  asking  their  help.  Three  hundred 
thousand  dollare  was  thus  raised,  and  success  assured.  Within  a 
year  from  the  first  occupation  of  the  building,  a  floating  debt  of 
$30,000  was  cancelled.  The  entire  cost  of  lot  and  building  was 
$487,000,  on  which  a  funded  debt  remains  of  $150,000,  at  seven 
per  cent. 

By  beginning  in  this  way  with  large  subscriptions,  our  mem- 
bers in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Aurora,  111.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  North 
Shore,  Staten  Island,  secured  their  edifices.  In  Newark,  they  are 
making  similar  efforts  in  raising  the  cost  of  their  new  building. 

3.  In  San  Francisco,  only  $30,000  was  raised,  and  the  associa- 
tion labors  under  a  debt  of  $70,000,  their  beautiful  and  commodi- 
ous building  costing  $100,000.  Two-thirds  of  the  sum  raised — 
i.  «.',  $30,000 — was  secured  by  increasing  the  fee  for  life-member- 
ship from  $23  to  $100.  The  rest  was  obtained  from  festivals,  a 
bequest  of  $1000,  and  other  sources. 

4.  The  plan  of  forming  &  joint-stock  company  was  successfully 
adopted  in  Washington  and  Chicago. 

The  building  in  the  former  city  cost  $230,000 — the  stock  being 
taken  by  private  individuals  at  their  personal  risk,  and  the  associa- 
tion reserving  the  right  to  redeem  the  stock  at  par  as  fast  as  able. 

In  Chicago,  the  entire  cost  of  the  edifice— destroyed  in  the  late 
fire— was  $187,000.  About  $33,000  of  this  was  donated.  The  en- 
terprise was  started  by  the  offer  of  a  prominent  citizen  to  take 
stock  to  the  amount  of  $30,000. 

The  joint-stock  plan  is  open  to  the  objection  that  the  interest 
must  be  paid  on  the  entire  value,  instead  of  upon  a  proportionally 
small  debt,  and  in  most  cases  the  same  men  who  take  the  stock 
would,  if  rightly  approached,  give  an  equivalent  subscription. 

5.  The  most  notable  instance  of  a  nucccnnful  fair  in  aid  of 
a  building  fund  is  the  one  gotten  np  in  Boston,  in  December 
1869.  This  yielded  $32,000.  The  fund  in  Boston  now  amounts 
to  about  $85,000.  In  securing  many  of  the  buildings,  fairs  and 
festivals  have  often  been  useful,  the  ladies  generally  contributing 
in  this  way  not  a  little  toward  the  enterprise. 

The  forty-six  associations  which  have  already  raised  building 
funds  have  adopted  some  one  of  the  methods  above  specified. 
None,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  are  proceeding  on  the  stock-com- 
pany plan.  In  Baltimore,  Brooklyn,  Cincinnati,  Detroit,  Mon- 
treal, Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and  Toronto,  a  beginning  has  been 
made  with  large  subscriptions.  In  many  other  places,  quiet  ef- 
fort has  been  put  forth  by  the  less  wealthy,  and  from  patient  ac- 
cumulation the  success  of  the  enterprise  is  confidently  anticipated. 


WORKING  TOGETHER. 

JOHN   A.   BRO.VDfS,   SOCTII-O.VROLINA. 

When  I  was  a  boy  in  Culpepper  County,  Virginia,  my  father's 
wagon  came  home  one  day  from  Fredericksburg,  our  market 
town,  with  but  three  horses.  Old  Dobbin  was  missing.  I  ran 
out  to  ask  about  it,  and  the  driver,  an  old  man  who  had  held  that 
position  since  my  grandfather's  days,  gave  me  the  following  ac- 
count : 

"  You  see,  Bir,  the  first  night  out  from  town,  after  I  onhitched 
all  of  a  sudden  old  Dob  fell  down,  and  was  dead  in  a  little  while. 
There  wan't  no  help  for  it — horses  has  to  die  the  same  as  people 
— so  I  hitched  the  two  lead  horses  to  the  old  creatur*,  and  drag- 
ged him  off  into  the  woods  and  left  him.  And  I  j  ust  want  to  tell 
you.  The  next  morning,  when  I  waked  up,  t'other  old  horse  was 
missing.  I  never  tied  the  old  ones,  because  they  always  stood  so 
quiet,  and  I  didn't  know  what  to  make  of  this.  I  hunted  about, 
all  around,  and  at  last  I  got  over  to  where  I  had  dragged  poor 
old  Dob,  and  if  you  believe  me,  sir,  if  there  wasn't  Mike,  standing 
right  by  him,  as  still  as  could  be — I  never  seed  a  human  look 
more  sorrowful  than  he  did — and  it  was  about  all  I  could  do  to 
get  him  to  go  away.  The  fact  is,  them  two  horses  had  always 
worked  together — no  matter  if  it  was  the  wagon,  or  the  plough, 
or  the  carriage,  they  always  worked  together — and  that  made 
'em  love  one  another  so.  I've  been  all  my  life  among  hosses,  sir, 
out  laiever  see  the  like  o'  that  morning." 


Is  it  not  one  of  the  surest  means  of  bringing  Christian  men  to 
love  one  another,  that  they  shall  work  together,  side  by  side,  M 
"  true  yoke-fellows  ?"  .  | 

Attachment  to  common  principles,  love  for  a  common  Lord, 
hope  of  a  common  home,  these  are,  or  ought  to  be,  strong  bonds 
of  affection.  But  man  has  an  active  nature,  and  a  most  impor- 
tant bond  is  wanting  to  those  who  do  not  work  together.  In  a 
church,  or  in  any  religious  society,  the  members  who  are  often 
actually  associated  in  Christian  work,  find  in  their  experience  the 
power  of  this  principle.  It  is  in  many  respects  a  significant  fact 
that  our  Lord  sent  out  his  disciples  two  and  two. 

And  as  to  the  promotion  of  Christian  union,  the  cultivation  of 
fraternal  feeling  among  brethren  of  different  denominations,  it 
may  be  questioned  whether  all  our  sermons,  addresses,  and  pub- 
lications on  the  subject,  effect  as  much  as  the  actual,  practical,  co- 
operation of  such  brethren  in  any  branch  whatever  of  Christian 
work.  Especially  should  we  avoid  belittling  each  other's  peculi- 
arities, for  what  ono  accounts  a  trifling  matter,  is  often  regarded 
by  another  as  involving  some  important  principle.  Not  talking 
for  this,  or  against  that,  half  so  much  as  working  together,  will 
make  us  realize  and  enjoy  our  oneness  in  Chrikt. 

For  all  true  Christians  are  one.  The  prayer  "  that  they  all 
may  be  one,"  is  as  really,  in  as  great  a  degree,  and  as  manifestly 
answered,  as  the  prayer  "  that  Thou  wouldest  keep  them  from 
the  evil."  And  this  oneness  will  be  more  complete  and  manifest, 
more  conscious  and  delightful,  in  proportion  as  Christians  work 
together. 


A  PRACTICAL  DEBATE  ^ 

IN  THE  PENNSYLVANIA    CONVENTION  AT    EBIB,  PA. 

The  effects  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  on  members,  in  their  relation  to 
the  Church,  was  the  topic  under  discussion.  Bev.  J.  H.  Dobbe 
said  the  association  work  made  the  young  men  better  and  more 
efficient  Christians,  more  active  in  the  church  and  useful  in  the 
world. 

Dr.  McCune,  of  Scranton,  said  that  for  a  long  time  the  churches 
of  Scranton  felt  jealous  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Just  a  year  ago  we 
had  a  State  convention  similar  to  this.  The  Spirit  of  God  blepsed 
us  in  our  sessions.  A  prayer-meeting  was  started  that  is  alive  to- 
day. There  was  a  revival  in  the  Methodist  Church  that  added 
one  hundred  members  to  its  list ;  there  was  one  in  the  Baptist 
Church  that  added  seventy-five  members  to  that  church.  Now 
they  don't  look  on  us  with  a  jealous  eye.  Before  that  they 
thought  the  young  men  had  better  keep  out  of  the  association, 
but  they  don't  think  so  now. 

Mr.  Blanchard,  of  Bellefonte :  It  is  charged  by  good,  earnest 
men  that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  draws  the  earnest  workers  ont  of  the 
church,  and  yesterday  a  wail  was  raised  about  the  ministers.  I 
feel  as  though  where  such  complaint  comes,  the  fault  is  with  the 
members  of  the  association.  If  we  are  keeping  our  vows  to  the 
church,  the  ministers  will,  heart  and  hand,  work  with  us. 

W.  K.  Jennings,  of  Pittsburg,  said,  that  among  their  fourteen 
directors  were  six  Sunday-school  superintendents,  three  of  them 
the  best  he  knew.  The  speaker  had  noticed  that  when  the 
members  lost  their  interest  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  prayer-meetings,  in 
just  the  same  ratio  did  they  neglect  the  prayer-meetings  at  the 
church.  I  learn,  too,  from  constant  observation,  that  young  men 
are  brought  out  of  their  churches,  that  would  not  open  their 
mouths  there,  but  who  learn  how  to  speak  and  how  to  work  in  the 
association,  and  they  go  back  to  work  so  hard  in  their  churches 
that,  though  they  do  not  lose  their  interest,  they  cannot  find  time 
to  attend  to  the  association.     < 

Mr.  Morrow,  of  Pittsburg,  said  the  association  had  members  of 
two  classes — those  who  were  converted  and  who  had  gone  back 
into  the  church,  with  their  talents  improved,  and  the  other  class, 
who  were  unconverted,  but  who  were  stirred  up  and  sought 
Christ  after  they  had  been  members  of  the  association.  In  both 
these,  the  effect  of  the  association  on  the  church  had  been  good. 

Mr.  H.  K.  Porter,  of  Pittsburg,  thought  that  our  pastors  have 
the  interest  of  all  at  heart ;  if  we  are  weaned  from  them,  we  can 
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not  have  their  sympathy.  If  we  take  hold  of  Christ's  work,  they 
will  aid  us.  He  desired  that  the  ministers  of  Pennsly  vania  would 
see  in  this  association  an  instrument  that  they  can  use  to  do  work 
that  no  individual  church  can  do. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  thought  that  a  member  who  did  not 
keep  his  covenant  with  the  church  was  of  too  little  value  to  be  a 
benefit  of  the  association. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gabel,  of  Williamsport,  said  that  after  six  years  of 
the  association  there,  the  sectarian  walls  between  the  different 
churches  had  been  so  broken  down,  that  all  the  ministers  could 
shake  hands  over  them. 

T.  If.  C.  A.   WHERE  THESE  ABE  NO  CHURCHES. 

Bev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  of  Erie,  gave  account  of  a  region  three  or 
four  miles  south  of  Erie,  where  there  are  three  or  four  kinds  of 
Presbyterians,  two  or  three  classes  of  Lutherans,  Methodists  and 
Baptists.  None  are  strong  enough  for  them  to  maintain  a  church. 
There  was  a  talk  about  a  Sunday-school,  and  some  one  suggested 
our  association,  and  some  of  the  brethren  went  out,  and  I  was 
afterward  invited  to  come  out  and  address  them.  I  suggested 
that  the  meeting  be  changed  to  a  devotional  one.  A  number  of 
the  young  men  were  willing.  Beligious  interest  spread  from 
house  to  house,  and  they  are  all  working  harmoniously. 

Mr.  Babe,  of  Pittsburg :  The  Dunbar  Association  is  four  miles 
from  Connellsville.  The  only  church  was  within  some  miles. 
They  determined  they  would  have  an  organization  there ;  they 
fitted  up  a  school-house ;  after  the  convention  at  Scranton  they 
held  a  meeting  to  see  about  a  building.  Before  that  meeting 
closed,  two  lots  were  offered  for  the  building.  They  have  since 
built  one  that  cost  over  $1000.  This  is  what  the  association  can 
do  where  there  are  no  churches. 

Mr.  D.  E.  Small,  of  York,  said  :  "  At  an  association  meeting  in 
York  one  night,  s>me  one  said,  'Brethren,  let's  pray  for  Freys- 
town,  a  village  near  by,  of  one  thousand  inhabitants.'  Then  a 
committee  was  sent  out  to  see  whether  a  place  could  be  found  to 
hold  a  prayer-meeting.  The  largest  brick  house  was  thrown 
open  to  them,  and  the  owner  since  offered  a  lot,  and  now  they 
have  a  church  half  as  large  as  this,  with  a  prosperous  Christian 
community." 

J.  S.  McChesney,  of  Union  Corners,  about  six  miles  from  Union : 
The  nearest  church  is  in  Tidioute.  They  had  no  prayer-meeting  or 
even  Sabbath-school.  It  was  proposed  that  they  have  a  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
One  was  organized  forty  days  ago.  There  are  eighty  members, 
twenty  of  them  active ;  from  sixty  to  ninety-five  scholars  in  the 
Sunday-school. 


ONE  ABOVE  ALL  OTHERS. 

Mr.  Leckt,  in  his  History  of  AforaU,  thus  sets  forth  in  a  strik- 
ing light  the  solitary  grandeur  of  the  character  of  Christ  as  it 
has  been  depicted  in  the  Gospels : 

"  It  was  reserved  for  Christianity  to  present  to  the  world  an 
ideal  character  which,  throughout  all  the  changes  of  eighteen 
centuries,  has  inspired  the  hearts  of  men  with  an  impassioned 
love ;  has  shown  itself  capable  of  acting  on  all  ages,  nations, 
temperaments,  and  conditions ;  has  not  only  been  the  highest 
pattern  of  virtue,  but  the  strongest  incentive  to  its  practice ;  and 
nas  exercised  so  deep  an  influence  that  it  may  be  truly  said  that 
the  simple  record  of  three  short  years  of  active  life  has  done 
more  to  regenerate  and  to  soften  mankind  than  all  the  disquisi- 
tions of  philosophers  and  all  the  exhortations  of  moralists.  This 
has,  indeed,  been  the  well-spring  of  whatever  is  best  and  purest 
in  the  Christian  life.  Amid  all  the  sins  and  failings,  amid  all  the 
priestcraft,  and  persecution,  and  fanaticism  that  has  defaced  the 
Church,  it  has  preserved,  in  the  example  and  character  of  its 
Founder,  an  enduring  principle  of  regeneration." 

Mr.  Lecky  distinctly  admits  that  it  is  an  historical  fact  that  the 
Christ  of  the  Gospels  has  exerted  a  power  compared  with  which 
that  of  all  characters,  whether  real  or  mythical,  has  been  incon- 
siderable. A  true  philosophy  must  account  for  this  unique 
power  possessed  by  Jesus  Christ.    If  the  character  is  a  fiction. 


why  is  it  that  it  has  exerted  an  influence  compared  with  which 
all  other  fictions  have  been  feebleness  ?  If  Jesus  Christ  was  a 
great  man  only,  why  "  has  He  done  more  to  regenerate  mankind 
than  all  the  disquisitions  of  philosophers  and  all  the  exhorta- 
tions of  moralists"?  Why  has  He  left  immeasurably  behind 
Him  all  other  great  men  who  have  ever  lived  T  The  historical 
truth  of  the  Divine  character  portraired  in  the  Gospels  adequately 
accounts  for  this  mighty  influence.  Nothing  else  does.  A  char- 
acter which  leaves  every  other  human  character  indefinitely  be- 
hind it  must  belong  to  the  supernatural,  not  to  the  natural  order 
of  things.  It  is  a  moral  and  spiritual  miracle.  To  suppose  that 
such  a  character  has  been  generated  by  the  slow  and  gradual  ac- 
tion of  natural  laws,  contradicts  alike  the  acts  of  history  and  the 
principles  of  philosophy.  Nature  recognizes  no  mighty  leaps  in 
her  order  of  production. — Modern  Sceptieitm. 


A  Sign-Post  to  the  Better  Country. — In  i860,  when  the 
convention  of  Y.  M.  C  A.  met  in  New-Orleans,  a  number  of  dele- 
gates went  together  from  Cincinnati  on  a  steamboat,  which  was 
for  a  month,  during  the  going  and  return  trips,  a  floating-  Bethel. 
A  precious  revival,  in  which  Christians  were  quickened,  and  sin- 
ners hopefully  converted,  was  a  novel  experience  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  The  boat  stopped  at  a  sugar  plantation  in 
Mississippi,  where  one  of  the  company  had  the  following  talk 
with  an  old  negro  slave  : 

"  You  are  an  old  man :  will  you  not  die  soon  1" 

"Yes,  massa." 

"Well,  where  are  you  going?" 

"  To  the  good  land." 

"  What  makes  you  think  so  V 

"  Well,  massa,  I  can't  zactly  'splain  ;  but,  somehow,  as  I  comes 
nearer  to  death,  Jesus  and  I  get  nearer  and  nearer  together." 


SOMETHING  FOR  CHRIST. 

Something  for  Thee !    Lord,  let  this  be 

Thy  c  loice  for  me  from  day  to  day  ; 

The  life  I  live  it  is  not  mine, 

Thy  will,  my  will,  have  made  it  Thine. 

Oh !  let  me  do,  in  Thine  own  way, 

Something  for  Thee ! 

Something  for  Thee  1    What  shall  it  be  t 
Speak,  Lord,  Thy  waiting  servant  hears. 

Is  it  to  do  some  mighty  deed  1 

Is  it  some  multitude  to  feed  ? 
Is  it  to  do,  'mid  pains  and  fears, 
Something  for  Thee  ? 

Something  for  Thee  !    I  do  not  see 

A  coming  battle  for  my  King  ; 
I  only  see  a  little  cup — 
With  water  haste  to  fill  it  up  : 

Thy  love  will  own  this  trivial  thing,. 
Something  for  Thee. 

Something  for  Thee !    From  self  I  floe. 

What  wilt  Thou,  Jesus,  from  me  still  t 
With  eager  heart  I  stand  and  wait. 
Longing  for  work,  or  small  or  great  : 

Let  me  be  doing  as  Thy  will, 
Something  for  Thee. 

Something  for  Thee !    On  bended  knee, 

Unseen,  unknown  by  mortal  eye, 
My  soul  for  other  souls  shall  plead — 
As  Thou  for  me  didst  intercede. 

Thy  love  can  own  a  tear,  a  sigh, 
Something  for  Thee. 

Something  for  Thee !    Yet  if  for  me 

It  is  a  useless,  crippled  hand, 
Let  sweetest  patience  mark  my  way : 
Since  they  who  silently  obey 
Are  doing  as  Thy  wisdom  planned, 
Something  for  Thee. 
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AN  EDITORIAL  CHANGE. 

The  Executive  Committee  announce  this  month  a  change 
in  the  editorial  conduct  of  the  Association  Monthly. 
Mr.  B.C.  Morse,  who  has  heretofore  edited  the  paper,  consents 
to  act  as  the  representative  or  agent  of  the  committee,  in  vis- 
iting, tinder  their  direction,  associations  in  various  parts  of 
the  country.  The  paper  will  be  carefully  edited  by  members 
of  the  committee,  with  the  competent  aid  at  their  command. 
All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  Association 
Monthly,  corner  of  Fourth-avenue  and  Twenty-third-street, 
New-York. 

Mr.  Morse  expects  to  spend  the  month  of  December  in 
New-England. 


THE  MONTH. 


The  Day  of  1'rayer  was  never  so  generally  observed  in 
I  i:his  country  as  on  the  second  Sunday  of  last  month. 


The  Conventions  of  Four  States  are  reported  this  month. 
In  Ohio  and  Connecticut,  funds  were  raised  for  the  support  of 
a  State  agent,  who  shall  seek  by  active  personal  eff »rt  to  pro- 
mote the  association  work  throughout  each  State.  The  dele- 
gates seemed  to  be  deeply  and  practically  in  earnest.  In  Wis- 
consin and  New-Jersey,  a  similar  spirit  was  shown,  but  we 
regret  that  it  did  not  find  expression  in  similar  practical  effort. 

An  admirable  circular  to  corresponding  members  has 
lately  been  issued  by  the  General  Executive  Committee.  With 
point  and  brevity,  it  sets  forth  what  all  interested  in  our  work 
should  know  about  its  nature,  purposes,  and  methods.  Copies 
will  be  sent  free  on  prepayment  of  postage. 

The  Account  of  the  Employment  Bureau  in  Philadel- 
phia, given  in  another  column,  is  very  suggestive,  and  its 
general  plan  and  method  ought  to  be  adopted  in  all  our  large 
cities.  In  New- York  and  Brooklyn,  particularly,  some  such 
satisfactory  intercourse  between  employers  and  young  men 
seeking  employment  should  be  speedily  established. 

Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  was  chosen  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  Cincinnati  last  month,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors.  •_ 

The  Bun.DiNo  Site  in  Montreal  for  which  our  membe« 
there  have  been  long  negotiating  has  at  last  been  secured. 
The  valuable  corner  thus  secured  has  for  nearly  half  a  century 
been  used  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drink.  The  high  value 
set  upon  it  for  this  purpose  has  been  one  impediment  in  the 
way  of  its  being  secured  by  the  association.  We  congratulate 
our  members  in  Montreal  on  their  final  success  in  redeeming 
this  place  to  the  higher  uses  of  an  association,  seeking  to 
rescue  young  men  from  the  snares  and  temptations  that  beset 
them  in  a  great  city. 

The  building  fund  in  Montreal  already  amounts  to  $30,000, 
and  we  hope  to  hear  of  its  being  largely  increased  by  the  new 
impulse  given  to  the  enterprise  by  this  desirable  purchase. 

The  Baltimore  Botlding  Fund  has  reached  the  sum  of 
$119,000,  the  money  being  subscribed  on  condition  that 
$200,000  is  raised.  An  urgent  appeal  to  the  liberal  citizens 
of  Baltimore  has  been  issued,  asking  for  the  remaining  $81,- 
000.  A  few  friends  of  the  association  have  recently  purchased 
for  $60,000  a  lot  (185  by  185  feet),  admirably  located  at  the 
corner  of  North  Charles  and  Saratoga  streets.  This  property 
they  offer  to  sell  to  the  association  any  time  within  a  year  for 
the  very  reasonable  price  they  paid  for  it.  We  hope  soon  to 
announce  that  the  good  people  of  Baltimore  have  by  prompt 
liberality  secured  this  valuable  property  for  the  use  of  the  as- 
sociation in  that  city,  which  is  seeking  to  promote  the  tempo- 
ral and  spiritual  welfare  of  young  men. 

One  Hundred  and  Eight  New  Members  in  a  Single  Dat. 
— This  is  one  of  the  first  results  of  "  the  course  of  twenty-four 
entertainments,  free  to  members  only,"  which  has  been  arranged 
and  announced  this  fatl  by  the  association  in  Albany.  Mr. 
Gladding,  the  General  Secretary,  has  been  active  in  the  work 
of  preparation.  The  entertainments  are  volunteered,  occur 
(one  each  week)  between  November  0th,  1871,  and  April  15th, 
1872,  and  are  free  to  members.  The  price  of  membership  tickets 
is,  to  ladies,  $1. ;  to  gentlemen,  $2.  The  first  entertainment,  an 
instrumental  ard  vocal  concert,  occurred  November  6th.  It 
proved  very  successful,  and  on  the  day  following  108  persons 
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were  added  to  the  list  of  membership.  "The  means  previ- 
ously used  to  increase  our  numbers,"  writes  Mr.  Gladding, 
"  all  pat  together,  have  not  been  as  successful  as  this  free 
course  of  entertainments." 

We  hope  to  hear  of  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  useful- 
ness and  activity  of  the  association  in  all  its  agencies  for  the 
benefit  of  yonng  men.  

The  new  T.  M.  C.  A.  building  at  Dunbar,  Fayette  County, 
Pa., was  dedicated  on  Friday  evening,  November  17th.  There 
was  a  large  attendance.  Interesting  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Rev.  8.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and 
Thomas  D.  Logan,  of  Pittsburgh,  who,  with  the  chairman  of 
the  State  Executive  Committee,  Mr.  T.  K.  Crec,  organized  the 
association  just  a  year  ago. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  an  earnest  worker  in  the  association 
cause,  has  been  engaged  as  State  Secretary  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Pennsylvania.  He  gives  all  his  time  to  the  as- 
sociation cause  in  the  State. 


THE   DAY    OF    PRAYER. 

Ths  outlook  over  the  field  of  association  work,  the  present 
season,  is  very  encouraging.  The  material  interests  of  the 
societies  are  being  cared  for  with  a  liberality  never  before 
shown  by  our  Christian  societies.  Where  buildings  have  been 
already  donated,  the  necessary  increase  in  the  expense  of  the 
work  is  very  generally  met  with  great  cheerfulness.  The  de- 
monstrated usefulness  of  the  association  opens  the  hearts  and 
purses  of  Christian  people.  This  is  exerting  an  influence  in 
places  where  as  yet  only  a  building  fund  is  in  existence.  In 
Montreal  and  Baltimore,  the  site  of  the  future  building  has 
been  fixed  on.  In  Poughkeepsie,an  edifice  already  secured  is 
being  remodelled.  Before  the  winter  is  over,  we  hope  to  set 
before  our  readers  a  picture  of  the  building  in  Charlottetown, 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  to  announce  a  large  fund  raised 
in  Cincinnati. 

But  it  is  cause  for  greater  thanksgiving  that  last  month  an 
unprecedented  prayerful  interest  in  our  cause  was  manifested 
throughout  the  churches.  Never  before  was  the  second  Lord's 
day  in  November  so  generally  observed  as  a  day  of  prayer  for 
our  associations.  In  another  column,  we  give  more  in  detail 
some  of  the  cheering  reports  that  have  already  reached  us.  In 
Philadelphia,  as  many  as  eighty-eight,  and  in  Montreal  twenty- 
six  sermons  were  preached  to  young  men.  In  Washington 
and  other  cities,  impressive  services  testified  the  interest  of 
God's  people  in  this  branch  of  Christian  work.  Wherever  the 
association  called  the  attention  of  the  churches  to  the  appoint- 
ment, almost  without  exception  cordial  responses  were  received. 

We  regret  that  in  some  cases  our  officers  and  members  were 
remiss  in  giving  that  general  previous  notice  which  was  ne- 
cessary to  insure  the  most  satisfactory  observance  of  the  day. 
We  mention  this  circumstance  in  order  to  urge  greater  vigi- 
lance in  the  future.  No  minister  or  church  in  a  place  where 
an  association  exists  should  be  uninformed  at  least  a  week  be- 
forehand of  the  approach  of  the  day  appointed. 

That  the  hearts  of  God's  people  should  be  unusually  stirred 
to  pray  for  God's  blessing  on  our  work,  is  in  itself  a  blessing. 
Few  signs  of  good  are  more  significant  and  inspiring  to  those 
laboring  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  Praying  breath  is  not  spent 
in  vain. 

The  knowledge  that  a  cause  is  enshrined  in  the  prayers  of 
the  Church  gives  assurance  of  a  providential  care  and  guid- 
ance that  quickens  faith  and  effort.  What  Christians  are 
moved  to  pray  for  with  more  and  more  earnestness  they  learn 
to  cherish  and  promote  with  growing  activity.  The  work  of 
associated  Christian  young  men,  in  behalf  of  those  of  their  own 


age  who  need  their  sympathy  and  influence,  is  receiving  this 
blessing,  and  all  engaged  in  our  societies  will  be  encouraged 
to  put  forth  new  effort  as  they  look  and  labor  for  the  answer 
to  the  prayers  of  the  churches. 


THE  WORK  OF  REPAIR  IN  CHICAGO. 

The  burnt  district  in  Chicago  is  being  rapidly  covered  with 
temporary  structures,  and  a  good  work  of  relief  and  repair  is 
being  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  our  association  in 
that  cits;. 

Laborers  are  already  at  work  on  the  ruins  of  Mr.  Moody's 
mission,  preparing  to  erect  a  spacious,  though  not  a  costly 
tabernacle  there.  The  association  is  also  erecting  a  large  mis- 
sion Sabbath-school  house  farther  north,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  barracks.  At  their  depot  in  the  Seventh  church,  corner 
of  Peoria  and  Jackson-streets,  they  have  held  a  Sufferer's 
Prayer-meeting  on  Sabbath  evenings  since  the  fire,  fully  at- 
tended and  pervaded  by  profound  interest.  Two  noon 
prayer-meetings  are  held  daily — one  in  the  American  Reformed, 
the  other  in  the  First  Baptist  church.  The  association  is  now 
supplying  Bibles,  in  German,  Swede,  Norwegian,  and  Eng- 
lish, to  the  sufferers ;  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  majority 
of  applicants  are  Swedes  and  Germans. 

The  relief  work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  still  goes  on,  in  the 
supply  of  bedding  and  clothing.  There  is  great  suffering  for 
want  of  blankets  and  flannels  among  the  better  classes,  who 
shrink  from  public  charity.  Through  the  members  of  the 
churches  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  discover  and  supply  such  cases  with- 
out regard  to  creed.  A  large  amount  of  money  has  been  dis- 
bursed in  small  sums  to  families  going  into  bare, unfurnished 
rooms,  and  in  cases  of  sickness.  Particular  care  has  been  taken 
to  discover  and  relieve  the  mission-school  children  and  their 
families,  and  the  members  of  the  churches.  Several  ministers 
have  been  gladdened  by  the  visits  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  with  stoves, 
bedding,  and  some  of  the  commonest  necessaries  of  life. 

To  continue  this  good  work  the  gift  of  aid  in  collections  on 
Thanksgiving  day  was  very  generally  asked  for  by  circular, , 
and  we  hope  to  record  noble  and  generous  responses  from  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Moody  has  been  spending  several  weeks  in  the  East,  and 
his  appeals  for  aid  have  been  met  with  prompt  liberality. 
Help  from  all  will  accomplish  a  work  of  repair  as  rapid  as  the 
work  of  destruction  was  complete  and  unprecedented. 


RELIEF  OF  SUFFERING  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Y.    M.   C.    A.   WORK. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  our  corresponding 
member  for  that  State,  writes : 

"  This  State  has  been  visited  by  seven  fires,  which  have,  in 
many  places,  wiped  small  towns  and  settlements  almost  out  of 
existence.  The  sufferings  of  the  people,  coupled  with  the  terri- 
ble Chicago  calamity,  have  called  loudly  for  sympathy  and  help. 
Relief  committees  have  been  organized  everywhere,  and  our 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  not  been  behind  in  the  good  work.  We  issued 
a  circular  to  all  the  associations  throughout  the  country,  asking 
for  help,  and  the  response  has  been  noble.  From  every  direction 
supplies  and  money  are  pouring  in.  We  shall  distribute  during 
the  entire  winter,  as  the  people  must  be  helped  until  they  can 
get  a  harvest  next  year. 

"Our  Y.  M  C.  A.  is  prospering  under  the  leadership' of  our 
General  Secretary.  We  have  instituted  free  lectures.  The  as- 
sociation of  the  University  of  Michigan  is  prospering.  From 
Adrian,  the  President  writes  that  their  work  is  in  a  hopeful  con- 
dition. Their  reading-room  is  well  patronized,  and  their  lectures 
successful.'' 
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A  CONVENTION  KEEPING  THE  LORD'S  DAY. 

IMPEES8IVE   SERVICES   IN   ZANESVILLE,    NOVEMBER   5TH. 

The  late  convention  in  Zanesville,  O.,  as  is  usual  in  that 
State,  adjourned  at  the  close  of  the  week,  the  delegates  spend- 
ing the  Lord's  day  in  the  city  where  they  had  been  holding 
their  meetings.  This  year  it  proved  a  day  of  special  blessing 
to  the  people  of  Zanesville.  On  Saturday  evening  the  saloons 
were  visited,  and  the  young  men  there  were  invited  to  the  ser- 
vices to  be  held  on  Sunday.  From  one  of  these  haunts  a 
young  man  went  home  deeply  impressed,  and  was  on  the  mor- 
row hopefully  converted. 

On  that  day  the  pulpits  of  the  city  were  thrown  open  to  the 
delegates.  Services  of  an  unusually  solemn  character  were 
held  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening.  Many  were  heard  in- 
quiring the  way  of  life.  A  season  of  deep  religious  interest 
has  followed.  Two  weeks  after  this  day  of  revival,  Mr.  H. 
G.  O.  Cary,  President  of  the  Zanesville  Association,  writes : 

"The  religious  interest  and  deep  spiritual  feeling  which 
pervaded  the  meetings  of  the  convention  is  still  manifest  in 
all  of  our  meetings,  and  has  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  a 
number  of  young  men,  some  of  whom  have  already  united 
with  the  churches.  Yesterday  afternoon,  one  of  our  large 
churches  was  crowded,  in  attendance  upon  our  usual  Sabbath 
afternoon  'union  prayer-meeting,'  which,  by  the  way,  has 
been  with  us  a  great  power,  and  has  been  maintained  ever 
since  our  association  was  organized. 

"  Our  association  has  received  a  new  impulse.  Many  of  our 
old  members  are  coming  back  to  the  work.  We  are  receiving 
large  accessions  of  new  members.  The  character,  spirit,  and 
,  discussions  of  the  delegates  to  our  convention  have  given  our 
people  a  higher  idea  of  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the 
mission  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Reports  J'eceived  from  many  of 
the  delegates  concerning  the  effect  in  their  own  localities 
since  their  return,  give  us  every  reason  to  hope  and  believe 
that  this  fifth  annual  convention  has  proved  the  best  and  most 
practical  yet  held  in  our  State." 


Another  fruit  of  the  convention  was  the  raising  of  a 
building  fund  for  the  Zanesville  association.  The  last  topic  dis- 
cussed before  adjournment  was,  How  shall  such  a  fund  be  se- 
cured! A  practical  answer  was  given  in  a  subscription  of  about 
$5000*  Mr.  Cary  writes :  "  I  trust  this  sum  will  be  considerably 
increased  when  we  get  our  board  of  trustees  and  the  building 
committee  duly  incorporated  under  our  State  law." 


The  Young  Ladies'  Christian  Association,  of  New- York 
City,  are  doing  an  excellent  work  in  their  Room,  at  64  Irving 
Place.  We  would  call  attention  specially  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Employment  Bureau,  which  seeks  to  give  profitable  employ- 
ment to  those  seeking  it.  Between  May  1st  and  November 
1st,  1871, 156  women  applied  for  works  and  56  of  this  number 
were  supplied  with  situations.  Those  seeking  both  employes 
and  employment  will  find  efficient  aid  at  this  bureau. 

The  religious  work  of  the  association  is  actively  prosecuted. 
A  Bible-class  is  held  each  Lord's  day.  We  would  recommend 
to  the  committee  having  this  in  charge  to  connect  with  it  the 
furnishing  of  a  free  lunch  or  tea.  This  agency  has  been  used 
with  very  gratifying  results  in  connection  with  the  Bible- 
classes  of  our  associations  in  London  and  New- York. 


A     LARGE     AUDIENCE    CROWDED    TBS    AcADBHY   OF    McstC    in 

Brooklyn,  on  the  occasion  of  the  seventeenth  annual  meeting 
of  the  association  in  that  city.  It  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
October  81st  The  President,  Professor  D.  G.  Eaton,  spoke  of 
the  work  accomplished  the  past  year,  emphasizing  the  education- 
al classes  in  modern  languages,  music,  and  the  common  English 
branches,  and  the  scientific  lectures,  which  have  been  of  a  very 
high  order.  The  circulating  library  of  6000  volumes  has  been 
much  frequented.  The  religious  work  of  the  association  has 
been  carried  on  with  diligence  by  a  small  band  of  earnest  Chris- 
tian young  men.  But  it  was  regretted  that  so  many  of  the  8000 
members  of  the  association  retained  only  a  nominal  connection 
with  its  work. 

Rev.  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Hall,  of  Brooklyn,  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall,  of 
New-York,  and  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  then  made  vigorous  and 
earnest  addresses.  Mr.  Beecher  spoke  of  the  importance  of  giv- 
ing the  association  a  building  adequate  to  its  work.  Seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars  has  been  already  subscribed,  but  $200,000 
must  be  secured  before  the  enterprise  could  be  properly  under- 
taken. Few,  if  any,  of  the  institutions  in  Brooklyn  were  ap- 
pealing for  aid  to  the  Christian  public  with  worthier  claims  upon 
their  immediate  attention  than  those  presented  by  the  Yonng 
Men's  Christian  Association. 


The  association  building  in  Indianapolis  was  duly  dedicated 
November  21st,  Governor  Baker,  Hon.  T.  A.  Hendricks,  Rev. 
J.  P.  E.  Kumler,  and  Rev.  Dr.  R  Andrus  making  addresses. 
Rev.  H.  Day,  D.D.,  offered  the  dedicatory  prayer.  The  associa- 
tion is  carrying  on  an  active  religious  work,  holding  as  many  as 
twenty-five  meetings  in  and  out  of  their  building. 


The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Counsellor  is  the  name  given  to  » 
monthly  paper  just  issued  by  the  association  in  Selma,  Ala. 
It  is  gratuitously  distributed,  and  contains,  with  news  of  the 
association,  well-selected  reading-matter. 

The  first  number  tells  us  that  before  the  war  the  Y.  M.  C.  A 
existed  in  Selma  with  28  active,  18  associate,  5  life,  and  8  coun- 
selling members.  Its  constitution  was  adopted  in  November, 
1858.  Daring  the  war  it  was  broken  up,  its  library  being 
burned  when  Selma  was  captured.  In  May,  1870,  a  reorganiza- 
tion was  effected.  Of  the  49  members  above  mentioned  only 
15  were  in  the  city.  Six  of  these  are  members  of  the  new  as- 
sociation. Last  January  commodious  rooms  were  secured,  and 
the  society  is  growing  in  influence  and  usefulness. 


The  Ministerial  Association  of  Cincinnati,  at  the  request 
of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  have  lately,  with  prompt  cordiality,  ap- 
pointed committees  to  cooperate  with  our  members  in  the  re- 
vival now  in  progress  at  the  rooms  in  that  city,  and  to  assist  in 
conducting  the  Saturday  evening  prayer-meetings  held  there. 


A  Sunday  Evening  Service  of  Song,  similar  to  that  held 
in  the  hall  of  the  New- York  association  each  Lord's  day,  has 
been  very  happily  begun  by  our  members  in  Cincinnati. 
About  three-quarters  of  an  hour  is  devoted  to  singing  by  the 
entire  audience.  A  competent  singer,  accompanied  by  organ 
and  cornet,  leading  the  music.  After  this  a  brief  address  or 
discourse  is  delivered,  and  with  prayer  and  song  the  audience 
is  dismissed.  The  same  popular  interest  that  has  attended 
the  service  in  New-York  is  manifested  in  Cincinnati. 


The  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  City  and  the  School  District  Li- 
braries of  Grand  Rapids  have  lately  been  consolidated,  in 
order  to  "found  and  perpetuate  a  free  library  and  reading- 
room  within  said  city."  The  terms  of  union  relate  simply  to 
the  common  custody  and  use  of  the  libraries,  and  to  the  shar- 
ing of  expenses  by  the  different  organizations.  In  the  other 
branches  of  its  work,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  free  and  independent, 
and  we  rejoice  to  hear  that  a  project  is  on  foot  to  erect  a 
suitable  association  building  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
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OPEN-AIR  AUDIENCES  GOING  INTO  WINTER 
QUARTERS. 

"  Otjb  association  at  Scranton  held  excellent  open-air  meet- 
ings on  Sunday  during  all  the  summer  months,  and  with  such 
good  results  as  created  a  desire  to  continue  the  service  through 
the  winter.  The  question  was:  'Where  shall  we  go!'  We 
were  offered  both  the  new  Opera-House  and  Washington  Hall. 
The  former  was  most  desirable,  from  its  attractiveness  to  those 
who  were  already  mostly  reached  in  various  ways  on  the  Sab- 
bath, while  at  the  latter  place  it  seemed  probable  we  might 
meet  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  'Variety 
Theatre,'  held  there  every  evening  during  the  week,  and  who 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  attending  any  of  the  churches.  It  was, 
therefore,  decided  to  open  Washington  Hall,  and  yesterday 
afternoon  we  held  our  first  meeting  there.  A  number  of  our 
members,  both  ladies  and  gentlemen,  met  at  our  rooms,  and 
going  from  there  to  the  Hall  a  little  before  the  time  for  the 
meeting,  sang  several  pieces  at  the  street-door  of  the  building. 
This  soon  brought  together  a  great  number,  nearly  all  of  whom, 
after  the  singing,  accepted  our  invitation  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing. The  hall  was  entirely  filled,  the  audience  being  mostly 
made  up  of  those  who  rarely,  if  ever,  attend  church.  Good 
order  was  preserved  throughout  the  entire  services,  and  at  least 
one  soul  was  known  to  be  reached  by  this  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  association.  Several  of  the  clergymen  of  the  city  having 
promised  to  speak  at  these  meetings,  we  shall  probably  con- 
tinue them  during  the  winter,  hoping  and  praying  that  they 
may  result  in  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  strengthening  of 
the  churches." 

A  similar  enterprise  has  been  attempted  in  New- York.  At 
the  street-corner  where  one  of  the  open-air  meetings  have  been 
held  for  several  summers,  a,  small  hall  was  offered  to  the  lead- 
er last  fall,  and  into  this,  at  the  close  of  the  service,  the  audience 
were  invited  to  a  prayer-meeting.  As  the  weather  becomes  cold- 
er, the  service  in  the  open  air  is  shortened  and  the  meeting  in- 
doors lengthened.  It  is  hoped  the  audience  may  in  this  way 
be  retained  within  sound  of  the  Gospel  all  winter. 


"  How  Do  Tod  Get  Men  to  Work  ?"  was  a  question  lately  put 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Washington  Association  by  a  visitor  at 
the  rooms,  who  found,  after  the  prayer-meeting,  that  he  was 
kindly  sought  out  as  a  stranger,  greeted  and  made  to  feci  at 
home.  This  and  other  evidences  of  "  their  way  of  doing  things  " 
in  that  live,  working,  and  exemplary  association,  naturally  occa- 
sioned such  an  inquiry. 

The  secretary  replied,  that  in  the  beginning,  the  city  was 
first  carefully  canvassed,  and  some  idea  obtained  of  the  kind 
and  methods  of  work  open  to  the  association.  Then  he  called 
for  those  who  would  give  an  hour  a  week  to  work  for  Christ  in 
this  field.  These  volunteers  were  then  assigned  their  work  in 
the  open-air  meeting,  the  Sunday-school,  the  daily  or  weekly 
prayer-meeting,  the  lecture  bureau,  etc.,  etc.  The  first  year  a 
great  blessing  attended  their  efforts.  Six  hundred  souls  were* 
converted. 


"  Although  so  star  speakers  from  abroad  were  beard  in  the 
late  Maine  Convention,"  says  the  Good  Seed,  of  Portland,  "and 
the  attendance  hardly  equalled  that  of  some  previous  years,  the 
sessions  were  profitable,  and  the  suggestions  given  valuable, 
while  the  devotional  spirit  was  excellent,  and  promised  well  for 
the  work  of  the  coming  year." 

These  words  describe  also  the  character  and  spirit  of  the 
Connecticut  convention.  Quietly  and  practically  the  delegates 
talked  of  the  great  work  they  were  about,  devoutly  they  prayed 
for  and  received  the  blessing  of  the  Spirit,  and  consistently,  as  a 


part  of  their  worship  and  zeal,  they  opened  their  purses  and 
raised  an  unprecedented  amount  of  money  to  further  the  work 
throughout  the  State. 


Mr.  George  E.  Lovejot,  the  active  and  faithful  secretary  of 
the  association  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  has  been  of  late  pursuing 
studies  preparatory  to  the  ministry,  under  the  direction  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Greene,  one  of  the  pastors  of  LowelL  Upon  recommenda- 
tion of  his  teacher,  Mr.  Lovejoy  was  lately  examined  by  the 
Andover  Association  of  Ministers,  and  received  from  them  a  li- 
cense to  preach.  He  proposes  for  the  present  to  continue  secre- 
tary .of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In  carrying  into  the  pulpit  and  pastor- 
ate the  practical  earnestness  he  has  so  long  shown  in  associa- 
tion work,  he  will  carry  also  the  wishes  and  prayers  of  his 
brethren  for  his  growing  usefulness. 


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  WHITBWATEB,  WISCONSIN,  NOVEMBER    IsT-SD. 

Practicax.  and  earnest  discussion  characterized  the  sessions  of 
the  second  annual  convention  of  our  associations  in  Wisconsin. 
The  delegates  assembled  at  Whitewater  the  first  of  November. 
Janesville,  Madison,  Milwaukee,  Watertown,  Columbus,  and  a 
number  of  other  places  were  represented. 

The  following  permanent  officers  were  elected : 

Preridml— B.  a  Barrows,  of  Janesville. 

Ylce-JPraidtnU-k.  P.  Redfleld,  of  Milwaukee ;  W.  T.  Boll,  of  Racine;  C.  W. 
Plnkham,  of  Fond  do  Lac 

Seerttariu— G.  E.  Morrow,  of  Madison ;  W.  Q.  Wheclock,  or  Janesville. 

Subsequently,  the  following  executive  committee  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  was  elected : 

C.  M.  Blackmail,  of  Whitewater,  chairman ;  S.  L.  Fuller,  of 
Milwaukee;  W.T.  Bull,  of  Racine;  H.  M.  Hart,  of  Janesville ; 
R.  Green,  of  Milwaukee. 

Geo.  S.  Marsh,  of  Whitewater,  the  corresponding  member,  was 
recommended  for  reappointment.  His  report  gives  the  following 
statistics :  There  are  13  associations  in  the  State :  9  have  rooms ; 
3  have  daily  and  8  have  weekly  prayer-meetings  ;  5  have  reading- 
rooms  ;  2  have  libraries ;  6  hold  monthly  meetings ;  5  engage  in 
mission  work — in  jails,  poor-houses,  etc. ;  1  employs  a  city  mis- 
sionary ;  none  own  buildings  or  have  building  funds. 

The  meeting  of  welcome  was  chiefly  taken  up  with  addresses. 
Mr.  C.  M.  Blackmail,  President  of  the  Whitewater  association, 
and  the  pastors  of  the  city,  spoke  words  of  welcome,  and  were 
responded  to  by  Messrs.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  and  R.  R. 
McBurney,  of  New-York.  It  was  an  interesting  occasion,  and 
prepared  the  way  for  a  large  attendance  upon  the  sessions  of 
the  convention  ;  but  the  meeting  could  have  been  improved  by 
lessening  the  speech-making  and  introducing  a  collation  that 
would  have  brought  the  delegates  or  their  hosts  into  pleasant, 
social  intercourse.  This  we  believe  to  be  the  best  result  of  a 
welcome  meeting. 

Among  the  topics  discussed  were :  "  Bible-study,"  "  The  Respon- 
sibilities of  Young  Men,"  "  How  to  Increase  Number  of  Associa- 
tions," "  Prayer-Meetings,"  and  "  Finances." 

Rev.  Mr.  Richards,  of  Madison ;  Father  Byran  and  W.  G.  Bene- 
dict, of  Milwaukee ;  Rev.  C.  C.  Cragln,  of  Watertown ;  Rev.  Dr.  L. 
Whiting,  of  Janesville ;  Rev.  H.  B.  Waterman,  of  Chicago ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Stowers,  of  Whitewater ;  and  B.  S.  Bailey,  of  Milton  College, 
were  among  the  speakers. 

Messrs.  H.  Thane  Miller  and  R.  R.  McBurney  were  also  fre- 
quently consulted  on  many  topios,  and  gave  the  results  of  their 
wide  experience  in  the  work. 

An  earnest  spirit  of  practical  inquiry  prevailed.  Difficulties 
and  obstacles  were  freely  confessed ;  a  willingness  to  overcome 
these  and  avoid  mistakes  was  manifested,  and  many  a  satisfactory 
removal  of  doubts  and  perplexities  was  acknowledged.  We  be- 
lieve the  deliberations  of  this  convention  will  be  fruitful  in  good 

results  throughout  Wisconsin. 
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STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  MYOTIC,  CONNECTICUT,  OCTOBER  20  AND  27. 

The  convention  which  assembled  at  Mystic  was  said  by  many 
to  have  been  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  ever  held  in  the 
State.  The  attendance  was  not  very  large,  not  more  than  fifteen 
associations  being  represented ;  but  the  spirit  manifested  was  ex- 
cellent. The  first  exercise  was  a  prayer-meeting,  at  one  o'clock, 
on  Thursday,  which  was  well  attended.  The  following  perma- 
nent officers  were  elected : 

Pruident—JS.  W.  Twltchell,  of  Plantsvllle. 

Vlc*PrmU*U-  Dabney  Our,  of  Bridgeport ;  Rot.  Thorn**  Bow,  of  Put- 
nam ;  N.  A.  Tanner,  of  New-Haven. 
atcrttaritt—C  D.  Klce  and  Thomas  A.  Packer. 

The  first  topic  was  admirably  opened  by  Rev.  Dr.  Daggett,  of 
New- London,  "  Lay  Preaching  as  Connected  with  our  Associa- 
tions." He  was  followed  by  a  number  of  the  delegates,  and  the 
discussion  was  carried  on  in  an  animated  manner.  Rev.  J.  M. 
Buckley,  of  Stamford,  then  made  an  excellent  address.  The  wel- 
come meeting  in  the  evening  was  large,  and  would  have  been 
better  had  not  the  time  been  taken  up  with  speeches,  many  and 
long.  Had  one  hour  been  spent  in  social  intercourse,  we  think 
the  convention  would  have  been  better  for  it,  and  certainly  the 
delegates  would  have  become  better  acquainted.  The  rain  fell  in 
torrents  all  Friday  morning,  but  did  not  dampen  the  ardor  of  the 
delegates. 

Rev.  Dr.  Daggett  discussed  very  practically  the  question  "Wheth- 
er the  work  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations  could  be 
as  effectively  carried  on  by  the  independent  action  of  the  denomi- 
national churches."  The  usefulness  and  importance  of  the  union 
character  of  our  work  was  strongly  insisted  on  in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  Cephas  Bralnerd,  of  the  General  Executive  Committee, 
was  present,  and  spoke  forcibly,  in  both  the  morning  and  evening 
upon  association  work.  He  emphasized  the  importance  of  hav- 
ing leaders  in  the  different  departments  of  effort. 

The  practical  earnestness  of  the  delegates  was  manifested  in 
the  discussion  of  the  question,  "  Whether  some  suitable  person 
should  be  secured  to  canvass  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
izing and  reorganizing  the  T.  M.  C.  A."  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbell,  of 
New-Haven,  made  an  eloquent  speech  on  this  subject.  The 
measure  was  pronounced  desirable  and  expedient,  and  nearly 
$500  was  raised  on  the  spot  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses. 
Thirty  dollars  was  also  raised  for  the  expenses  of  the  State  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

The  Friday-evening  session  was  held  in  the  large  Baptist 
church,  and  the  house  was  well  filled.  Interesting  and  lively  re- 
ports were  listened  to  from  many  associations,  and  the  spirit  of 
earnest  inquiry  into  the  nature,  merits,  and  methods  of  associa- 
tion that  had  pervaded  all  the  discussion  was  signally  manifested 
during  this  closing  session  of  the  convention. 

Open-air  meetings  were  held  in  various  places.  Some  of  the 
saloons  were  visited,  and  the  prayers  of  the  convention  were  re- 
quested for  a  number  who  were  anxiously  seeking  salvation. 

One  of  the  pleasant  features  of  the  convention  was  the  interest 
taken  by  the  lady  friends  of  the  Mystic  Association,  who,  during 
the  sessions,  provided,  in  a  large  hall  opposite  the  rooms,  a  boont 
iful  collation  for  the  delegates. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  Waterbury,  to  hold  the  con- 
vention there  next  year,  and  it  was  accepted. 


STATE  CONVENTION 

AT  EANESVTLLK,  OHIO,  OCTOBEB  27TH-29TH. 

As  usual,  the  welcome  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Convention  was  a 
model  of  what  such  a  gathering  should  be.  Brief  addresses  were 
made  by  the  Mayor  of  Zanesville,  Rev.  I.  Crook,  and  Dr.  H.  O.  O.  Cary, 
President  of  the  Zanesville  association.  These  were  responded  to 
by  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati,  the  President  elect,  and  by 
#r.  H.  Colby,  of  Mansfield,  the  retiring  President.    But  speech. 


making  was  not  allowed  to  get  the  ascendancy.  Sociable  inter, 
course,  acquainting  the  delegates  with  one  another  and  their  hos- 
pitable entertainers,  was  the  prominent  feature  of  the  occasion. 

The  excellent  collation  provided  by  the  good  Christian  people 
of  Zanesville  very  happily  contributed  to  this.  The  large  Odd- 
Fellows'  Hall  was  filled  with  upward  of  700  persons,  and  the  in- 
terest and  pleasure  given  by  such  a  meeting  were  felt  as  a  benefit 
and  help  in  the  sessions  of  the  convention. 

This  welcome  wai  extended  Friday  evening,  October  27th,  a  few 
hours  after  the  delegates  had  assembled  and  elected  the  following 
permanent  officers : 

Pntident.—U.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati. 

rux-PreddenU.— W.  C.  Tltdale,  of  Palnesville ;  P.  W.  Parker,  of  Daytoa; 
James  Lewie,  of  Portsmouth. 

SxretarlM.-B.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati ;  Wm.  Rhode*,  of  Portsmouth. 

Trmmter.— H.  A.  Sherwln,  of  Cleveland. 

Slate  Executive  Committee.— H.  P.  Lloyd,  H.  Than*  Miller,  J.  H.  Cheevor, 
of  Cincinnati ;  C.  K.  Bolton,  of  Cleveland ;  Charles  Douglass,  of  Toledo  ; 
H.  O.  O.  Carey,  of  Zanesville ;  D.  A.  Daniels,  or  Dayton. 

"  How  to  secure  fundi  for  association  expenses"  was  a  topic 
calling  forth  lively  discussion  on  Saturday.  Mr.  J.  H.  Cheever, 
of  Cincinnati,  sent  an  excellent  paper  on  this  subject,  which  wan 
read  at  the  opening  of  the  question.  He  urges  each  association  to 
appoint  a  finance  committee  of  from  two  to  five,  to  whom  all  finan- 
cial matters  should  be  entrusted.  These  men  ought  to  be,  not 
worn-out,  lald-aside  men,  whose  chief  recommendation  is,  that 
they  have  nothing  better  to  do,  but  among  the  best,  most 
active,  and  trusted  of  the  Christian  young  men  of  the  commu- 
nity.   

EXECUTIVE  committer's  kkport. 

This  report  gives  account  of  eight  new  associations  formed  the 
past  year,  making  the  whole  number  in  Ohio  fifty-two.  Only  one 
has  died  during  the  year. 

The  formation  in  the  State  Penitentiary,  last  February,  of  an  as- 
sociation of  288  members  was  reported.  The  committee  recom- 
mended and  the  convention  adopted  a  resolution  to  memorialize 
the  State  Legislature  to  make  "  better  provision  for  the  immedi- 
ate wants  of  convicts  on  their  discharge."  The  association  has 
done  something  in  this  direction,  by  recommending  those  who 
had  professed  Christ  among  them,  to  the  care  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
in  the  State. 

The  results  of  the  series  of  meetings  held  throughout  the  State 
last  winter  and  fully  reported  in  the  Association  Monthly  were 
stated.  There  was  a  division  of  opinion  among  the  delegates,  as 
to  the  usefulness  of  these  meetings,  and  the  convention  promptly 
raised  $600,  instructing  the  committee  to  use  this  sum  in  promot- 
ing the  growth  and  progress  of  the  associations  in  the  State. 

"  The  work  of  associations  in  small  towns"  was  a  topic  calling 
forth  many  suggestions.  The  aid  of  the  ladles,  open-air  preach- 
ing, cottage  prayer-meetings,  consecration  to  the  work,  personal 
example  and  service,  mission  Sunday-schools,  were  enumerated. 
The  discussion  amounted  to  this  :  "  The  way  to  keep  associations 
alive  in  small  towns  is  to  go  to  work  and  keep  them  alive."  A 
discussion  on  temperance  occupied  a  part  of  the  afternoon,  and 
was  closed  by  a  strong  resolution  urging  the  Christian  duty  of 
active  effort  to  suppress  intemperance. 

"How  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  Christian  home"  was  inter- 
estingly discussed  in  the  evening, -by  Rev.  W.  M.  Baker  and 
Mr.  R  R.  McBurney,  a  member  and  representative  of  the  General 
Executive  Committee. 

The  closing  topic  was  a  very  practical  one :  "  How  shall  a  homo 
be  secured  for  the  association  of  Zanesville  V  Mr.  H.  A  Suerwin,  of 
Cleveland,  related  how  the  Cleveland  building  was  secured.  Mr. 
McBurney  appeared  again,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  and 
told  how  the  New-York  building,  worth  half  a  million,  was  ob- 
tained. Subscriptions  were  called  for,  and  a  promising  beginning 
of  the  work  was  made. 

THE  SUNDAY  SERVICES. 

The  Ohio  State  Convention  is  the  only  one  which  imitates  the 
International  Convention  in  holding  its  sessions  at  the  close  of 
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the  -week,  that  the  delegates  may  spend  the  Lord's  day  in  the 
city  where  they  assemble.  The  Christian  people  of  Zanesville 
have  occasion  to  leel  deeply  grateful  for  this  arrangement.  On 
Saturday  evening,  many  of  the  delegates  visited  the  saloons  of  the 
city,  inviting  the  young  men  there  to  the  services  to  be  held  on 
th«  following  day.  One,  at  least,  of  the  frequenters  of  these  places 
was  hopefully  converted  through  this  agency. 

On  Sanday,  the  pulpits  of  the  city  were  occupied  by  delegates. 
Unusually  large  audiences  were  present.  A  union  prayer-meeting 
was  held  In  the  afternoon,  followed  by  an  open-air  aervice,  and  in 
the  evening  the  ehurehes  were  crowded  to  overflowing.  Deep  in- 
terest prevailed.  The  audience,  in  one  Instance,  lingered  after 
the  benediction,  a  solemn  inquiry  meeting  was  held,  and  many 
were  led  to  the  Saviour. 

As  the  delegates  left  the  city  on  Monday,  they  were  followed 
by  the  grateful  prayers  of  the  Christians  of  Zanesville. 


Indents  front  %  fJrajer-IRating. 
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STATE  CONVENTION 

AT   NEWARK,  NEW-JEB8ET,  OCTOBER  25TH,  26TH. 

Twenty-one  associations  were  represented  by  about  120  dele- 
gates at  the  New-Jersey  State  Convention.  A  number  of  the 
clergy,  not  only  from  the  city,  but  from  other  parts  of  the  State, 
were  welcomed  as  corresponding  members. 

Hon.  John  Hill,  the  last  president,  called  the  convention  to  or- 
der, after  which  the  following  officers  were  chosen : 
PnHdeat— Dr.  D.  C.  English,  of  New-Brunswick. 

rtet-PraldtnU-ileun.  A.  A.  Ward,  Elizabeth;  Chan.  Callander,  Newark  • 
Br.  J.  W.  Casade.  JeiwyCity;  Hev.  A.  H.  Bradford,  Montctalr;  and  Rev' 
W.  H.  Holloway,  Jervey  City. 
SMrtfff-fef-Mewn.  Elwood  C.  Harrta,  Newark,  and  J.  A.  Beecher,  Trenton. 
Reports  from  the  associations  represented  showed  that  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  the  societies  were  stronger  than  a  year 
ago ;  membership  had  increased,  and  progress  had  been  made  In 
doing  good  and  in  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  community. 

The  dincustioM  were  practical,  and  closely  related  to  association 
work.  How  to  stimulate  members  to  activity,  the  causes  of  occa- 
sional failure,  lay  preaching,  saloon-work,  the  importance  of  se- 
curing buildings  and  of  enlisting  the  ladies,  were  the  themes 
that  called  forth  profitable  discussion.  Among  the  speakers 
were  Rev.  Mr.  Reed,  of  Elizabeth  ;  Rev.  Mr.  French,  of  Morris- 
town  ;  Mr.  Jameson,  of  Bricksburg;  Messrs.  C.  H.  Johnson  and 
C.  B.  Morris,  of  Montdair;  Mr.  J.  A.  Beecher,  of  Trenton  ;  Mr. 
Clerihew,  of  Jersey  City ;  Messrs.  Stout,  of  New-Brnnswick. 

We  desire  to  say  a  word  of  criticism  concerning  the  phraseol- 
ogy of  the  topics.  In  some  cases  they  were  not  happily  worded, 
and  the  practical  idea  intended  was  imperfectly  expressed.  One 
read  :  "  What  relations  do  the  social  customs  of  the  day— our 
mothers  and  sisters— have  to  our  associations  V  Another : "  Active 
members— how  induced  to  interest  themselves  in  the  spiritual 
work  of  the  associations."  We  call  attention  to  this  matter  of 
detail,  because  too  much  care  can  hardly  be  taken  in  making  out 
the  programmes  of  our  meetings  and  conventions. 

The  Executive  Committee's  report  was  easouraging,  and  the 
following  committee  was  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  C.  .H 
Johnson,  Montclair;  W.  B.  Williamson.  Newark;  George  H 
Brewer,  Orange;  Drs.  Alonao  Pettit,  Elizabeth;  and  J.  W. 
Casade,  Jersey  City. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Beecher,  of  Trenton,  was  chosen  correspondW  mem- 
ber for  the  State.  * 

Senators  Frelinghuysen,  of  New-Jersey,  and  Wilson,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, addressed  the  convention  on  the  evening  of  October 
26th,  speaking  words  of  encouragement  to  all  engaged  in  the 
work  of  the  associations.  Mr.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  was  also  pres- 
ent during  the  sessions,  and  lent  interest  to  the  discussions. 

All  the  sessions  of  the  convention  were  preceded  by  half-hour 
prayer-meetings,  which  were  precious  seasons  to  all  present 
Two  of  the  many  lessons  taught  were:  If  young  men  would 
save  other*,  they  must  have  Christ  in  their  own  hearts;  and,  If 
an  aasoclation  would  prosper  and  gain  the  confidence  of  Christian 
people,  it  must  be  spiritually  active  and  aggressive. 


A  Blesstnff  on  the  Service  of  Song.  —  Pleading  for 
more  attention  to  sacred  music,  and  more  singing  in  our  associa- 
tions and  churches,  a  speaker  at  the  late  convention  in  Northamp 
ton,  said :  "  This  service  of  song,  when  devoutly,  enthusiastically 
and  universally  engaged  in  by  God's  people,  becomes  a  means  of 
blessing  to  others.  The  periods  of  great  revival  in  the  church 
have  been  periods  of  the  prevalence  and  power  of  sacred  song 
The  hymns  of  Luther  were  as  effective  as  his  theses.  Souls  are 
converted  by  this  means.  The  power  of  music  was  quite  recently 
the  agency  owned  and  blessed  in  the  conversion  of  my  own  broth- 
er. The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  began  in  his  heart,  not  through 
an  appeal  from  the  pulpit,  nor  in  the  moment  of  prayer,  but  dur- 
ing the  service  of  song.  Soon  after  this  blessed  event  his  busi- 
ness led  him  to  the  West.  He  carried  his  interest  in  the  associa- 
tion with  him.  and  writes  me  that  as  one  result  of  his  efforts  a 
new  association  has  just  been  organized  at  Oak  Lake,  Minnesota." 
•  [Meeting  at  State  Convention  In  Northampton,  Mobs. 


Confessing  Christ  by  Telegraph.— To  seek  to  reach  and 
benefit  their  fellow  young  men  "  in  the  sphere  of  their  daily  call- 
tag,"  is  a  duty  urged  upon  the  members  of  English  associations 
more  frequently  than  among  us.  The  following  striking  instance 
of  such  effort  is  sent  us  on  the  best  authority : 

"  A  gentlemanly  young  man  spoke  in  our  noon-day  meeting  to- 
day. He  was  at  a  recent  Sunday  evening  meeting  in  our  rooms, 
and  decided  that  night  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  Christ.  Being  a 
telegraph  operator,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  he  went  to  the 

office,  called  for  the  town  of ,  and  asked  if  any  one  in  that 

office  was  interested  in  church  matters.    B M replied, 

he  hadn't  cared  for  them  long,  but  since  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  State 
Convention,  they  had  engrossed  aU  his  strength.  A  long  relig- 
ious lighting  talk  ensued  to  the  joy  of  both." 

[Y.  M.  C.  A.  Noon-meeting  In  a  Western  olty. 


Confession  of  Undetected  Crime.— The  Chaplain  of 
the  Ohio  State  Penitentiary,  In  which  an  association  of  288  mem- 
bers has  been  formed,  and  140  had  professed  Christ  during  the 
year,,  told  the  following  story : 

One  of  the  prisoners,  who  had  been  long  confined  in  the  Insti- 
tution, attracted  his  notice,  and  was  evidently  laboring  under  the 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  Christianity.  He  had  been  admitted 
to  a  probationary  period ;  but  finally,  a  few  days  ago,  went  to  the 
chaplain,  and  telling  him  that  his  soul  was  in  deep  trouble,  con- 
fessed that  when  a  boy  seven  years  old  he  had  conspired  with 
some  ship-hands  to  poison  the  clerk.  He  was  arrested  in  London, 
England,  but  was  acquitted  upon  trial.  He  then  came  to  this 
country,  lived  in  crime,  until  finally  incarcerated  in  the  Ohio 
Penitentiary.  The  chaplain  said  that  means  had  been  taken  to 
inform  the  authorities  in  London,  and  that  the  man  would  be  de- 
livered over  to  them. 

[Prayer-Meeting  of  State  Convention  at  ZanetvUIe  Ohlo.J 


Unpaid  Labor.— Meeting  three  men  one  Sunday  morning, 
I  offered  them  a  tract  each.  With  hard  words,  they  refused  it  at 
first,  but  were  willing  to  talk,  asking  us  how  much  pay  we  re- 
ceived for  our  labors,  etc.  "  Not  a  cent,"  we  said.  "  How  do  you 
get  your  living V  .  "  Work  week-days."  "Who  pays  for  these 
things  Y"  meaning  the  tracts  and  papers.  "  We  do,  or  the  asso- 
ciation to  which  we  belong,  and  we  help  pay  for  them  as  well  as 
give  them  away."  "  Well,"  said  one  to  the  otheis,  "  this  is 
clever.    Let's  take  them  and  see  if  they  are  good."    They  each 

Digitized  by  VjOL/V  IC 

CY.  X.  C.  A.,  S?btMct«dr,  N,  Y. 


took  a  tract. 


242 


A8S0GIA1I0N  MONTHLY. 


[December, 


JTexi'S  of  Associations. 
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%W  For  this  department  we  ask  contributions  from  the  brethren  In  all  oar 
Associations. 


ASSOCIATION    DIRECTORY. 

We  give  below  the  location  of  the  rooms  of  a  few  of  oar  Associ  a  - 
tions.  We  will  gladly  lengthen  the  list  on  receiving  the  addresses 
of  other  Associations. 

Adrian,  Mich.,  Marble  Block,  Main  St.         Ncwbnrgli.  N.  T.,  cor.  Smith  and  Third  Sts. 

Albion.  Mich.,  Albion  College.  North  Bld'g.Now-BruoswIck,  N.  J.,  54  Church  St. 

Albany,  N.  V.,  Commercial  Bank  Building.  Newark,  N.  J.,  077  Broad  SI. 

Alpena,  Mich..  Cor.  Second  and  Water  Sts.  Newark.  N.   J..    German,    L.    Algoltinger 

Amsterdam.  N.  Y„  over  1st  National  Bank.  Pros.,  53  Columbia  8t. 

Arm  Arbor,  Mich..  South  College  Building.  New-Haven,  Chapel  and  Orange  Sts. 

Aoburn.  N.  Y.,  133  West  GoncSM  St.  New-Orleans,  La.,  83  Camp  St. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  1«0  W.  B  illlm  >ro  St.  New-York,  Fourth  Ave.  *  Twenty-third  St, 

Bellefonl*,  Pa.,  Biuh's  Arcade.  New- York  (Eastern  Branch),  473  Grand  St. 

Bothlehem,  Pa.. Main  St.  New-York  (West.  Branch),  285  Hudson  St. 

Boston.  Miss..  Tremont  St.  New-York    (Harlem   Branch),    135th    St., 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  SO  and  83  Fulton  Ave.  between  Third  and  Fourth  Aves. 

Brooklyn,  E.  D-,  Broadway  and  Fourth  St.    New- York  (German),  60  Ludlow  St. 

Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  »1»  Main  St.  Nlles,  Midi.,  Main  St. 

Camden,  N.  Y.,  Barnes  Block,  Main  St.        North  Shore.  S.  I..  Van  Pcfts  Block,  P.  B. 

Oanandalgua,  N.  Y,  Main  St.  Ogdensburgb,  N.  Y.,  5J  Ford  St. 

Cliarlottetown,  P.  B.  I.,  Princeft  Grafton  Sta.Ollvet.  Mich.,  College  Llbtmiy. 

Chicago,  III.,  Farwell  Hall.  Omaha,  Neb.,  Twelfth  St. 

Cincinnati,  O.,  302  Vine  St.  Oswego,  N.  T»  2ufl  West  First  St. 

Cleveland,  O..  78  Public  Square.  Owego,  N.  Y,  Lake  St. 

Columbia,  S.  C,  Nattaul  Bank  Building.    Philadelphia,  Pa.,  lilO  Chestnut  St. 

Cortland.  N.  Y.,  Taylor  Hall  Block,  Mam  St. Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Penn.  Ave.  and  Sixth  St. 

Dayton,  O.,  65  Main  St.  Portland,  Me,.  Congress  and  Casco  Sts. 

Detroit,  li  and  IS  Merrill  Block.  Portsmouth,  N.  H..  Congress  St. 

East  Saginaw.  Midi.,  Merrill  Block.  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  Military  St. 

Ea.it  Brooklyn,  N.  Y-  6W  Myrtle  Ave.  Poughkcep«lo,  N.  Y.,  Main  and  Market  Sis. 

Elnilra.  N.  Y.,  Opera  House  Block,Lake  St.   Peeksklll.  N.  Y.,  35  Division  St. 

Fulton,  N.  Y.,  Tucker  Block,  First  St,  Roxbury,  Mass.,  1306  Washington  St. 

Geneva,  N.  Y.,  33  Seneca  St.  San  Francisco,  Cat.,  332  Sutter  St. 

Oostieo,  N.  Y.,  West  Malu  St.  St.  Clair  City,  Mich.,  Jeaks  Block,  Main  St. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  S)Canal  St.  Scranton,  Pa.,  425  Lackawanna  Ave. 

Greenville.  Mich.,  cor.  Cass  ft  Lafayette  8ta.Schenectndy,  N.  Y„  163  Stale  St. 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  33  King  St.,  East.  Selraa,  Ala.,  48  Broad  St. 

Harrl-liurg,  Pa.,  College  block.  Sprlngneld,  Mass.,  Granite  Block,  Main  St. 

Halifax,  N.  8..  183  Hellls  St.  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Pike  Block,  Sallna  St. 

Hartrort,  Ct.,  W.  C.  A.,  31  Pearl  St.  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Charlotte  and  Union  Sts. 

Ionia,  Mich.,  Union  Block,  Main  SI.  8t.  Catharine's,  Ont.,  St.  Paul  ft  Ontario  Sts. 

Indianapolis,  Ind..  Nos.  39-85  N.  Illtuols  SI.  St.  Louis,  Mo. .  301  North  Fifth  St. 

Jackson,  Mich.,  Main  St.  Tldloute,  Pi.,  Main  ft  Depot  Sts. 

Janesvlllc,  Wis.,  E.  Milwaukee  St.  Toledo,  O.,  15  Hartford  Block. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  141  Main  St.  Toronto,  Ont.,  81  King  St.,  East. 

Loekport,  N.  Y.,  cor.  Main  and  Pine  Sts.     Tamaqua,  Pa.,  Broad  and  Centre  Sts. 

Lowell,  Mass.,  Central  and  Merrlmac  Sts.      Utlca,  N.  Y.,  58  Franklin  Square. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Oxford  St..  near  Central  Ave.  Washington,  I).  C,  Ninth  and  D  Sts. 

Madison,  Wis.,  Plnckncy  St.  -       Col'd  Asso..  1830  K  St.,  N.  W. 

Marquette,  Mich..  Front  St.  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  Washington  Hall  Block. 

Milwaukee.  Wis.,  431  Broadway.  Worcester,  Mass.,  Ohapln  Block.  Pearl  8t. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  over  Pott-Offlce.  Ypallaatl,  Mich.,  Normal  School  Building, 

Montreal,  Canada,  Craig  and  Alexander  Sts.  Cross  St. 

Nashua,  N.  H.,  Fisher's  Block,  Matn  St.      ZanesvUle,  O.,  136  Main  St. 


ABROAD. 


Dublin,  Ireland,  64  Upper  Sackvllle  St. 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  73  Adam  Square. 
Liverpool,  44  Henshaw  St. 


London,  165  Aldersgste  St. 

Londonderry,  Ireland,  East  Wall. 
Paris,  France,  190  Rue  Montraartre. 


GENERAL  OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  DAY  OF 
PRAYER. 

More  generally  than  in  any  previous  year,  the  second  Lord's 
day  in  November  was  observed  last  month  by  the  Christian  pub- 
lic as  a  season  of  prayer  for  our  associations.  More  reports  have 
been  received  at  this  early  date  than  in  any  previous  year,  and 
we  expect  to  announce  in  our  next  paper  a  yet  larger  number. 

The  services  in  various  places  varied  with  the  circumstances 
and  convenience  of  the  community.  The  invitation  to  pastors  to 
preach  sermons  to  young  men  was  very  generally  responded  to. 
In  Philadelphia  as  many  as  eighty-eight  sermons  of  this  char- 
acter are  reported.  A  union  prayer-meeting  in  the  afternoon, 
or  a  special  union  service  in  the  evening,  all  the  churches  uniting, 
seems  to  have  been  a  common  method  of  observing  the  day. 
Early  morning  meetings,  of  solemn  interest,  are  also  spoken  of. 
la  not  a  few  instances,  the  brethren  rejoiced  in  seeing  souls  con- 


verted, in  immediate  answer  to  their  prayers.  All  members 
and  friends  of  our  associations  have  reason  to  be  greatly  encour- 
aged in  their  work,  for  praying  breath  is  not  spent  In  vain,  and 
we  may  look  with  confidence  for  gracious  answers  to  these  peti- 
tions of  God's  people. 

We  give  below  particulars  concerning  the  observance  of  the 
day  in  some  of  the  associations : 

In  Philadelphia  an  admirable  circular  to  the  pastors  of 
all  the  evangelical  churches  of  the  city  requested  them  to  join 
with  the  association  in  observing  the  day,  and  to  preach  sermons 
with  special  reference  to  the  dangers  surrounding  the  young  men 
of  the  city.  Eighty-eight  favorable  responses  to  the  above  were 
received,  and  were  made  widely  known  by  advertising  the  ser- 
mons on  the  Saturday  preceding.  This  advertisement,  taking  up 
a  column  of  a  daily  newspaper,  called  the  attention  of  the  entire 
public  to  these  services.  From  many  pastors  who  found  it  im- 
practicable to  preach  the  sermons  requested,  hearty  regrets  were 
received. 

In  Washington,  D.  C,  a  similar  circular  to  the  pastors  of 
the  city  churches  was  oordially  responded  to,  and  the  day  gen- 
erally observed  with  much  feeling.  Special  services  were  held 
in  Lincoln  Hall,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Q.  A. 
Hall,  with  addresses  by  pastors  of  various  churches.  The  inter- 
est was  greatly  increased  by  the  testimony  of  several  young  men, 
who  had,  within  the  past  year,  been  taken  out  of  the  gutters,  re- 
formed, and  saved  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  association. 

In  Montreal,  Canada,  special  sermons  to  young  men 
were  preached  in  twenty-two  of  the  city  pulpits.  The  danger* 
and  temptations  of  great  cities  and  the  purifying  power  of  a 
Christian  faith  and  life  were  earnestly  set  forth.  The  congrega- 
tions were  large,  and  a  deep  interest  was  manifested  in  the  work 
of  saving  young  men. 

In  yew-  York  City  there  was  a  very  general  remembrance 
of  the  day  in  the  various  churches.  Special  services  were  held 
in  the  parlors  and  hall  of  the  association.  At  the  closing  prayer- 
meeting  in  the  evening,  eight  persons  rose  to  ask  the  prayers  of 
Christian  people.  At  the  Eastern  branch,  a  meeting  of  solemn  in- 
terest was  held  in  the  afternoon. 

From  Brunswick,  Me.,  a  correspondent  writes  : 

"  This  is  our  fourth  observance  of  the  day,  and  I  think  it  has  a 
strong  hold  upon  the  people  of  the  place.  The  attendance  was 
large  at  the  union  meeting  in  Lemont  Hall.  Messrs.  H.  H.  Bur- 
gess and  McKenney,  from  Portland,  were  present,  and  added  in- 
terest to  the  meeting  by  their  addresses. 

Tfie  Associations  in  Pennsylvania  report  with  their 
usual  promptness : 

In  Pittsburg,  an  afternoon  meeting  was  held  in  the  rooms, 
which  was  largely  attended.  It  was  spiritually  one  of  the  best 
meetings  ever  held  by  the  association.  In  the  evening,  Rev. 
T.  H.  Hanna,  at  the  request  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  preached  a  ser- 
mon to  young  men,  a  large  number  of  whom  were  in  attendance. 

In  York,  Pa.,  a  meeting  was  held  at  five  o'clock  p.m.  in  the 
hall  of  the  association,  which  was  densely  crowded,  many  being 
unable  to  gain  admittance.  Many  earnest  prayers  and  addresses 
were  made.  At  the  meeting,  a  man  for  whom  (unknown  to  him- 
self) prayer  had  been  asked  at  a  previous  meeting,  was  deeply  Im- 
pressed, and  is  seeking  the  way  of  life. 

In  Habbisbubg,  Pa.,  the  meeting  at  the  rooms  was  well  at- 
tended, and  a  serious  interest  manifested. 

In  Scranton,  a  sermon  to  young  men,  in  Washington  Hall,  in 
the  afternoon,  was  followed  by  a  solemn  prayer-meeting.  A  ser- 
mon was  also  preached  in  the  Opera-Honse  and  in  six  of  the 
churches  in  the  evening.  All  of  these  services  were  largely  at 
tended  by  young  men 

At  TrDlOCTE  a  serious  interest  was  shown  in  observing  the 
day,  and  in  the  evening  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  churches 
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united  with  the  association  in  holding  its  annual  meeting.  Ser- 
vices were  also  held  at  Averili's  school-house,  an  out-station, 
where  a  blessed  revival  is  in  progress. 

From  Halifax,  N.  S. ;  Guelph,  Ont. ;  Albany^N.  T. ;  Jamaica, 
Long  Island ;  Hillsboro,  Mt.  Vernon,  Granville,  and  Toledo,  Ohio  ; 
Lynn,  Worcester,  Maw. ;  New-Haven,  Ct. ;  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ; 
Plainfield,  N.  J. ;  and  Detroit,  Mich. ;  from  the  University  of 
Virginia,  also,  a  cordial  response  to  the  circular  of  the  committee 
has  been  received. 


THE  SITUATION  IN  VERMONT. 

• 

III  the  twenty-seven  associations  reporting  to  the  State  Execu- 
tive of  Vermont  this  fall,  1129  members  professed  faith  in  Christ, 
and  165  have  not  this  faith.  Many  associations  have  awakened 
to  a  new  life.  One  association  increases  its  expenses  from  $75  per 
year  to  $400  or  $500 ;  another  has  expended  $1000 ;  another  $1800, 
and  others  are  devising  liberal  things.  Twenty-seven  associa- 
tions report  yearly  expenses  amounting  in  all  to  $4000.  The  follow- 
ing branches  of  efforts  are  reported  as  receiving  the  greatest  bless- 
ing :  Mission  meetings  (which  have  been  held  in  63  districts),  per- 
sonal efforts,  prayer-meetings  at  rooms  (maintained  in  20  associa 
tions),  missionary  Sunday-schools  (8  of  which  are  well  sustained), 
keeping  ourselves  alive,  outside  missionary  work. 

Two  new  associations  have  been  formed  within  the  year — one 
at  Hard  wick,  and  one  at  Waterbury  Centre. 

At  Waterbury,  during  the  past  year,  a  reading-room  has 
been  furnished  and  opened  at  a  cost  of  $500.  It  is  supplied  with 
a  large  number  of  periodicals,  and  since  the  opening  of  this  room 
the  attendance  upon  the  devotional  meetings  has  been  largely  in- 
creased. 

For  four  years  a  Sunday-school  has  been  maintained  in  a  desti- 
tute region,  and  hopeful  conversions  have  resulted. 

From  Shoreham,  "  the  little  association  by  the  side  of  Lake 
Champlain '  reports : 

"  Our  chapel  (the  only  building  owned  by  an  association  in  the 
State)  was  built  by  little  contributions.  We  are  greatly  blessed 
in  coming  together  as  members  of  different  churches,  and  yet  as 
members  of  one  family.  There  has  been  no  abatement  in  the  in- 
terest of  our  prayer-meetings." 

In  Burlington,  VI.,  at  the  late  annual  meeting,  a  mem- 
bership of  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  was  reported.  The  new 
reading-room  and  library  had  proved  important  auxiliaries,  and 
from  $500  to  $700  was  to  be  raised  to  increase  the  library.  The 
expenditures  of  the  year  were  $107959.  The  missions,  meetings 
at  the  jail,  open-air  preaching,  and  other  modes  of  effort  were  al- 
luded to,  and  the  members  urged  to  still  more  faithful  work. 
The  association,  altogether,  was  reported  to  be  never  so  prosper- 
ous as  at  present. 

At  Brandon,  last  November,  they  were  badly  in  debt,  and 
feared  that  they  should  have  to  give  up.  One  of  their  members 
said  he  would  devote  the  profits  on  a  certain  part  of  his  business 
to  this  object,  and  others  agreed  to  do  the  same  in  their  business, 
and  they  closed  the  year  with  a  balance  la  their  treasury. 

At  St.  tfohnsbury,  in  starting  their  association,  they  need- 
ed about  $700.  For  two  years  there  was  no  trouble,  but  then  out- 
side help  began  to  fail  them.  They  organized  a  lecture  course, 
which  failed  the  first  year,  but  last  year  they  made  enough  to  pay 
their  expenses  for  two  years. 


ACTIVITY  IN  MAINE. 

THE  following  items  are  gleaned  from  the  reports  made  at  the 
late  State  Convention  in  Maine : 

At  Portland,  services  had  been  held  at  the  jail.  A  "  sail- 
loft  meeting"  had  proved  one  of  the  mcst  efficient  instrumentali- 
ties in  the  conversion  of  souls  in  Portland.    In  one  instance,  the 


entire  crew  of  a  vessel  had  been  converted.  Four  mission-schools 
are  conducted — an  error  it  was  thought,  directing  attention  from 
the  proper  work  with  young  men,  yet  success  had  attended  these. 
Rev.  Mr.  Harrison  gave  emphatic  testimony  to  the  success  of  the 
Portland  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  specially  acknowledged  his  indebtedness 
to  lay  preachers  from  among  them.  An  evening-school  for  neglect- 
ed youth,  held  twice  a  week  last  winter,  is  to  be  resumed  the  com- 
ing season. 

At  Lewiston  there  are  250  members,  but  not  a  quarter  of  them 
at  work.  Open-air  meetings  are  a  success.  Five  weekly  "cir- 
poration"  prayer-meetings,  and  a  few  conversions,  monthly  socia- 
bles, and  occasional  collations,  are  the  agencies  employed.        , 

At  Biddkford,  there  have  been  conversions.  The  associa- 
tion now  numbers  75  active  and  30  associate  members. 

In  Auburn,  150  members ;  $3000  raised  toward  a  building  ; 
good  literary  and  evening  school. 

At  Gardiner,  four  Sabbath -schools,  with  200  pupils  oared 
for ;  the  nearest  about  four  miles  away. 

At  Yarmouth,  40  members,  among  whom  are  many  dead 
weights.  But  the  ministers  are  in  sympathy  with  the  associa- 
tion, and  profitable  meetings  are  held  in  out  districts. 

At  South  Bridgton,  free  lectures  had  been  successful,  and 
the  gratuitous  services  of  speakers  attending  convention  were 
asked  for,  to  which  eight  responded. 

At  North  Berwick,  as  a  result  of  the  Maine  Convention, 
an  association  has  been  organized,  with  Mr.  T.  B.  Huzzey  for 
President.  There  is  every  promise  that  the  new  society  will  be 
vigorous  and  efficient. 

Good  News  from  Alabama.  Mr.  H.  L.  McKee,  Vice- 
President  of  the  association  in  Selma,  Ala,  writes : 

"  The  interest  in  Young  Men's  Christian  associations  in  this  State 
has  greatly  increased  during  the  past  year.  Of  several  new  or- 
ganizations, two  are  in  towns  near  this  city,  Marion  and  Union- 
town,  both  quite  promising.  I  hear  of  others  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  but  am  not  definitely  informed.  Our  association  is 
prosperous.  During  the  summer  months,  when  most  of  the  citi- 
zens were  absent,  our  weekly  prayer-meetings  were  faithfully 
kept  up.  The  interest  increases,  our  numbers  are  growing,  and 
our  influence  extending. 

"  We  anticipate  having  a  building  in  a  few  years,  and  are  now 
taking  steps  toward  purchasing  a  lot.  We  have  also  decided  to 
publish,  for  gratuitous  distribution,  a  monthly  sheet,  somewhat 
nimilar  to  the  one  published  by  the  New-Orleans  association. 
We  hope  to  be  able  to  have  a  State  convention  at  some  time  dur- 
ing the  coming  spring,  when  we  will  be  better  able  to  bring  the 
subject  of  organizing  associations  throughout  the  State,  before 
the  people." 

Clteering  News  front  Kansas  City  has  just  been  receiv- 
ed.   A  correspondent  writes  : 

"  The  association  has  not  been  very  active,  but  we  are  just  now 
making  a  very  strong  effort  to  revive  the  daily  morning  prayer- 
meeting.  We  have  sustained  it  for  some  time,  and  have  been 
blessed  by  one  conversion.  The  work  seems  to  depend  on  the 
strenuous  efforts  of  a  few  young  men,  who  had  a  genuine  love  for 
the  souls  of  the  young  men  of  our  city.  We  have  now  secured 
large  and  pleasant  rooms  in  a  central  locality,  and  with  God's 
blessing  on  our  morning  meetings,  and  "by  personal  efforts  and 
prayer,  hope  to  revive  and  do  a  great  work  in  this  enterprising 
city.  Embittered  political  feelings,  even  among  the  church  mem- 
bers, is  one  great  obstacle  in  our  pathway.  I  took  your  paper  for 
a  year,  in  Akron,  Ohio,  and  having  been  without  it  In  this  city, 
find  that  I  miss  it  very  much.  I  look  upon  it  as  just  the  paper 
we  want  to  show  what  is  being  done  in  other  places,  and  how  to 
work  here." 
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The  Association  of  the  University  of  Michigan 

places  the  following1  printed  circular  in  the  hands  of  each  mem- 
ber of  the  institution : 

"  Dear  Sib  :  Ton  are  cordially  invited,  whether  a  professor  of 
religion  or  not,  during  your  connection  with  the  University,  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  Christian  Association,  which  is  composed 
of  professors  and  students  from  all  the  departments.  Our  regu- 
lar meetings  are  held  at  the  most  convenient  hours,  every  Wed- 
nesday evening  and  Sunday  morning,  in  the  Christian  Association 
Hall,  south  College  building,  though  a  daily  prayer-meeting  is 
held  during  the  greater  part  of  the  college  year.  The  following 
i-.  the  substance  of  the  pledge  which  every  one  is  required  to  take 
on  becoming  a  member  of  the  association,  from  which  you  may 
understand  its  objects  and  the  nature  of  its  work  : 

"  You  do  promise,  in  becoming  a  member  of  this  association,  to 
abide  by  its  laws  and  seek  its  prosperity ;  and  in  doing  this  you 
will  strive  to  lead  a  life  consistent  with  its  character  as  a  Chris- 
tian association ;  and,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  attend  its  meetings, 
seeking  the  religious  as  well  as  other  welfare  of  its  members, 
with  whom  you  will  cultivate  a  Christian  friendship  and  sympa- 
thy. You  will  also,  both  through  the  society  and  individually, 
labor  for  the  general  religious  welfare  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan. This  you  do  solemnly  with  us  promise,  trusting  not  in 
your  own  strength,  but  in  Divine  Grace,  in  the  use  of  appropriate 
means ;  endeavoring  to  lead  others  to  a  life  of  faith  and  obedience 
in  the  Gospel  of  Christ." 

An  Annual  Meeting  full  of  promise  occurred  in  Cin- 
cinnati, the  evening  of  November  7th.  It  had  been  preceded  the 
day  before  by  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  which  Mr. 
H.  Thane  Miller  was  chosen  President  (in  place  of  the  retiring 
President,  the  honored  and  Hon.  S.  8.  Fisher),  W.  J.  Breed,  Vice- 
President,  and  E.  Burnham  and  W.  H.  Taylor,  M.D.,  Secretaries. 
At  this  meeting,  also,  vigorous  resolutions  were  passed  in  favor 
of  immediate  action  in  raising  funds  and  securing  a  building. 

The  annual  report  of  Secretary  E.  Burnham,  read  at  the  annual 
meeting,  speaks  of  a  year  of  fruitful  activity  at  the  rooms,  in  the 
Newport  barracks,  the  work-house,  hospital,  jail,  open-air  ser- 
vices, lectures  (successful  beyond  precedent),  free  concerts,  Em- 
ployment Bureau  (809  situations  secured),  Strangers'  Home  (16,- 
455  lodged  during  the  year),  the  Sabbath-evening  services,  and 
the  daily  prayer-meeting.  The  treasury  has  received  $5725,  and 
disbursed  $5580. 

Rev.  Eben  Halley,  Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  of  New-York,  Rev. 
R.  R.  Meredith,  Dr.  Kemper,  and  Hon.  8.  8.  Fisher,  the  retiring 
president,  then  made  excellent  and  stirring  addresses.  The  im- 
mediate importance  of  securing  a  building  and  enlarging  the 
work  of  the  association  was  strongly  insisted  on,  and  we  hope 
soon  to  announce  something  more  tangible  than  resolutions  or 
speeches  on  this  subject. 

In  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  our  association  is  not 
yet  a  year  old.  The  membership  is  about  200.  We  have  a  good 
reading-room,  and  recreation-room  ;  a  pleasant  little  lecture-hall, 
but  no  library  as  yet.  We  hold  a  nightly  prayer-meeting.  The 
singing-class  is  to  be  held  Monday  evenings ;  lyceum,  Tues- 
day ;  night-school,  Wednesday  ;  and  lecture  or  concert  on  Friday 
evening.  Bible-class,  Sunday  afternoon.  There  are  many  young 
men  in  this  vicinitv.  Population  in  and  around  (to  be  influenced 
more  or  less)  is  30,000  nearly.  G.  B.  P. 

In  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  first  anniversary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
since  its  reorganization  was  celebrated  October  4th,  at  our 
rooms,  434  Broadway. 

The  reports  of  officers  showed  the  association  to  be  in  a  fine 
working  condition,  with  ample  supply  of  funds  to  meet  all  the 
contingencies  of  the  winter.  The  feeling  of  onr  members  show- 
ed a  desire  for  a  still  more  vigorous  prosecution  of  Christian  work, 
and  we  trust,  with  the  help  <5f  God,  to  do  somcl  Uing  for  the  honor 
<rf  His  name,  here  in  Milwaukee.  T.  N. 


The  eighteenth  Tear  in  Portland,  Me.,  appears  tc 
have  been  one  of  progressive  usefulness  in  association  work. 
The  library  has  been  increased  to  500  volumes.  The  Sunday- 
school  work  is  very  prominent.  Half-a-dozen  schools  have  been 
started  during  the  past  four  years.  One  has  now  a  fund  of  $300, 
and  a  chapel  is  soon  to  be  built.  Another  is  now  self-sustaining, 
and  the  association  has  withdrawn  from  it.  At  Turner's  Island 
the  association  school  has  stimulated  the  citizens  to  establish  a 
second.  Meetings  at  the  jail  and  on  the  wharves  have  been  greatly 
blessed.  The  association  enters  on  the  new  year  with  cheering 
prospects. 

•  _^_ 

The  Work  in  West  Philadelphia.—  It  is  a  pleasant 
thing  to  be  able  to  speak  of  the  success  of  the  West  Philadelphia 
branch  of  the  Youug  Men's  Christian  Association.  Some  time 
since  a  room  was  secured  on  Market -street,  between  Thirty-ninth 
and  Fortieth,  and  opened  as  a  reading-room.  We  went  to  this 
room  not  long  since,  and  found  it  well  supplied  with  magazines, 
pictorial  and  literary  publications.  It  cannot  fail  to  do  good. 
Already  it  has  secured  the  support  of  some  of  onr  young'  men, 
who  will  be  both  useful  to  others  and  improved  themselves. — 
Philadelphia  Standard. 

The  Daily  Evening  Meeting  from  6  to  7  p.m.,  is  too  large 
for  our  rooms  in  Washington,  D.  C,  often  many  unable  to  effect 
an  entrance.  "  For  over  three  months  a  wonderful  divine  influ- 
ence has  rested  upon  the  meetings,  and  many  have  been  led  to 
look  to  Jesus.  Our  Sabbath  afternoon  services  for  the  general 
public  in  Lincoln  Hall,  are  largely  attended,  and  growing  in  th* 
promise  of  bearing  a  rich  harvest." 


In  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Rye,  K.  Y,,  the  promise  of 
work  is  encouragiug.  At  their  last  monthly  meeting,  among  the 
agencies  suggested,  the  most  serviceable  were  thought  to  be, 
weekly  prayer-meetings,  services  of  song,  and  monthlj  meetings, 
diversified  with  the  attractions  of  singing  and  public  readings. 
The  advantages  of  the  association  were  pointed  out,  and  the  hope 
expressed  that  its  work  would  be  better  understood  and  appreci- 
ated in  the  future. 


At  Malone,  If.  Y.,  the  association  maintains  a  Sunday- 
afternoon  meeting,  which  often  numbers  from  three  to  four  hun- 
dred. Every  Tuesday  evening  during  the  winter  season  they  hold 
eight  meetings  in  districts  from  two  to  four  miles  from  the  village 
Two  members  of  the  association  are  detailed  for  each  meeting. 
Last  winter  a  revival  resulted  from  the  work,  and  spread  to  the 
village.    A  large  number  of  conversions  took  place. 

At  Peabody,  Mass.,  where  several  years  ago  an  associa- 
tion existed,  a  promising  effort  has  been  made  to  revive  the 
work.  Mr.  B.  E.  Guy  is  very  active  in  this  work,  and  has  been 
seconded  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Eilby.  of  this  city,  on  behalf  of  the  Gen- 
al  Executive  Committee.  We  hope  soon  to  report  an  active  and 
vigorous  association  in  this  town. 

At  Ogdensburgh,  N.  Y.,  the  association,  not  yet  two  years 
old,  is  doing  a  good  work.  They  have  a  pleasant  room  furnished 
at  an  expense  of  $500.  The  young  men's  prayer-meeting  on  Son- 
day  afternoon,  and  the  Bible-class  on  Tuesday  evening,  have 
been  blessed,  and  a  work  of  grace  has  blessed  the  efforts  of  the 
brethren. 


At  Laurel,  Md.,  an  association  was  lately  organized  under 
auspicious  circumstances.  They  have  every  promise  of  securing 
soon  a  comfortably  fitted-up  reading-room,  and  send  promptly  for 
a  copy  of  the  Association  Monthly. 


At  Cartilage,  in  Jefferson  County.  N.  Y.,  an  association 
duly  organized  September  18th— one  of  the  fruits'  of  the  recent 
convention  at  Utica. 
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The  Detroit,  Mich.,  association  has  received  a  most' liberal 
response  from  associations  in  answer  to  the  circulars  for  help. 
Several  hundred  packages  of  goods  have  been  received  and  dis- 
tributed, with  a  large  amount  of  money.  The  free  lectures,  so- 
cial and  prayer-meetings  are  largely  attended. 

In  Truro,  JV.  S.,  while  the  work  in  general  is  carried  on 
with  good  success,  our  members  "  are  trying  to  get  a  central  lot 
fcr  a  building  of  their  own.  The  ladies  are  giving  good  assist- 
ance. An  excellent  concert  lately  volunteered  by  a  company  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  yielded  $61  toward  this  enterprise. 

At  Olympia,  in  Washington  Territory,  a  movement  is  on 
foot  to  organize  an  association.  It  is  the  result  of  a  visit  to  that 
place  by  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree,  of  Pittsburg. 


WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Four  Organizations  included  in  the  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  made  cheering  reports  of  the 
work  of  the  past  year  to  a  large  audience  gathered  in  that  city 
November  19th. 

t.  The  Home  for  Aged  Protestant  Women  has  been  completed 
and  opened  the  past  year.  It  is  a  three-story  brick  edifice  (100  by 
40  feet),  containing  fifty-seven  rooms,  of  which  thirty-seven  are 
bedrooms  Various  churches  have  shown  their  goodwill  in  fur 
nishing  various  rooms  in  the  building,  and  the  institution  is  en- 
tering on  a  promising  eareer  of  usefulness. 

3.  The  Boarding  Home  for  Working  Women  has  during  the  year 
been  resorted  to  by  forty-eight  young  women — the  largest  number 
yet  received.  The  house  has  accommodation  for  only  twenty- 
one.  A  larger  building  is  greatly  needed.  An  evening-school 
and  Bible  class  have  been  carried  on  successfully,  and  efforts  are 
being  made  to  make  the  home  more  and  more  attractive. 

3.  Into  the  Temporary  Home  for  Destitute  Women  207  have  been 
received.  These  women,  rescued  for  the  most  part  from  a  vicious 
life,  need  to  bo  transferred  from  the  city  to  a  country  home,  and 
such  a  place  is  being  provided  for  them. 

4.  The  managers  of  the  Sheltering  Arms,  a  reformatory  home 
for  erring  women,  are  erecting  on  the  five  acres  donated  by 
James  Kelly,  Esq.,  an  admirable  building.  One  wing  of  this  will 
soon  be  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $16,500,  and  will  be  a  refuge  to 
which,  from  the  temporary  home,  those  can  be  sent  who  may  be 
benefited  and  rescued  by  out-door  exercises,  removal  from  the 
city,  and  the  genial  Christian  influences  of  the  home. 

From  each  of  the  boards  of  these  four  institutions  three  mem- 
bers aro  chosen  to  constitute  the  .parent  Christian  Association. 
The  chief  work  of  this  parent  society,  has  been  the  reading  and 
distribution  of  the  Bible.  This  work  has  been  promoted  the 
past  year  by  the  employment  of  an  efficient  Bible-reader.  For  a 
portion  of  the  year  an  industrial  school  has  been  organized  and 
taught,  and  a  Sabbath-school  has  been  successfully  carried  on. 

The  Christian  women  of  Pittsburgh  are  worthy  of  all  praise 
for  these  works  of  active  benevolence.  They  set  before  others  a 
noble  example,  the  imitation  of  which  in  many  cities  we  hope 
soon  to  record. 


Activlt;/  in  Burlington,  Vt. — The  women's  association 
here  sustained  its  industrial  school  for  poor  girls,  for  four  months 
during  last  winter,  with  a  regular  attendance  of  seventy  scholars. 
The  school  was  in  charge  of  a  paid  superintendent,  who  also  vis- 
ited the  girls  at  their  homes.  Decided  improvement  in  the  de- 
partment and  work  of  the  scholars  year  by  year  was  reported, 
and  there  is  every  encouragement  to  continue  the  school. 

The  association  opened  a  soup-house,  from  January  to  April  ; 
supplied  fifty  destitute  families  with  soup  daily ;  and  distributed 
five  h'indred  and  fifty  garments.     The  cost  of  the  sourvhonse  was 
$334  in  money,  besides  liberal  donations  of  food  and  clothing.  I 
The*  visitors  believe  that  the  cises  of  imposition  were  fewer,  and  ' 


more  good  done,  than  heretofore.  Visits  to  the  jail  have  been 
continued  ;  but  while  the  defects  in  the  construction  of  the  build- 
ing remain,  it  is  difficult  to  do  much  good  to  the  inmates.  Week- 
ly prayer-meetings  had  been  sustained.  .The  receipts  of  the  year 
had  been  $688,  making,  with  $335  in  the  treasury  at  the  opening 
of  the  year,  $1033.  The  expenditures  had  been  $639,  leaving 
in  the  treasury,  $394.  Of  the  contributions,  $300  were  specially 
for  the  soup-house. 

The  association  closed  its  report  with  an  expression  of  thanks 
to  the  community  for  its  generous  aid. 


ABROAD. 


The  Work  Resumed  in  Paris.— Of  the  present  condi 
tion  of  the  association  in  Paris,  its  Secretary,  Mr.  P.  V.  Rouget, 
writes: 

"  The  French  branch  Is  not  yet  very  numerous— about  twenty- 
eight  members,  twelve  active  and  sixteen  associate.  .  They  meet 
regularly  every  Tuesday  evening  for  the  study  of  the  Bible* ; 
they  average  between  fifteen  and  twenty.  These  meetings  are  in- 
teresting, and  some  of  the  young  men  prepare  the  subjects  well. 
The  following  list  of  subjects  lately  prepared  by  them  for  futuro 
meetings  shows  what  is  their  turn  of  mind  after  the  impious  sedi- 
tions which  they  have  witnessed :  I.  The  Love  of  Country. 
Matt  23  :  37,  88.)  II.  Prayer  for  One's  Country  and  Ruler. 
(Psalm  182  :  6-9,  and  Psalm  73.)  III.  Submission  to  the  Mag- 
istrates. (Luke  20:23-25;  Rom.  13:1-7;  Prov.  24:21,  23) 
IV.  What  are  the  Limits  of  that  Submission?  (acts  4  :  19.)  V. 
The  Duty  of  Christians  to  their  Rulers,  and  God's  Promises  to 
their  Fidelity.    (Prov.  16  :  10-14 ;  Prov.  39  :  4  and.  14.) 

We  hope  soon  to  begin  our  lectures,  to  be  held  on  every  second 
Lord's  day.  On  each  intervening  Sabbath  our  plan  is  to  hold  in 
the  evening  a  meeting  of  the  young  men  who  have  just  finished 
their  religious  instruction  in  the  national  churches.  The  English 
branch  is  increasing,  and  I  have  had  several  opportunities  of 
rendering  good  service  to  young  men  coming  to  Paris,  either  for 
a  short  time  or  to  seek  out  permanent  situations." 

Mr.  H.  H.  Skepper,  President  of  the  English  branch,  writes : 

"  Our  affairs  are  looking  brighter  now  ;  funds  are  coming  in 
slowly,  and  we  are  reorganizing  classes,  etc.,  for  the  winter 
months.  The  rooms  are  regularly  used  now,  though  the  number 
of  young  men  is  not  so  large  yet  as  before  the  siege.  We  had 
pleasure  lately 'in  receiving  a  visit  from  Mr.  Wannamaker,  and 
others  now  and  then  drop  in  to  see  us.  The  Hon.  W.  E.  Dodge 
received  me  at  his  hotel,  and  gave  a  hundred  francs.  We  are  set 
tling  down  again  to  old  times  and  ways.  The  people  are  as  fond 
of  pleasure  as  ever.  Sunday  races  and  amusements  are  the  rage. 
Only  the  Parisians  are  beginning  to  feel  the  drain  of  increased 
taxes,  which  may  sober  them.  They  harbor,  however,  deep  re- 
venge against  Germany,  and  the  feebng  is  very  strong.  All 
traces  of  the  sieges  are  rapidly  disappearing,  except  the  ruins  of 
the  large  public  buildings.  Business  is  very  brisk,  and  merchan- 
dise scarce.    Large  supplies  are  needed  for  the  winter." 


At  Grahamstmvn,  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Africa,  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  formed  near- 
ly three  years  ago.  From  the  first  two  annual  reports,  which 
were  lately  sent  us,  we  learn  that  the  society  has  a  membership 
of  forty-four.  They  held  during  the  year  ending  April  3d,  1871, 
forty  different  meetings ;  have  been  active  in  Bible  and  tract  dis- 
tribution, and  have  held  several  cottage  meetings.  The  discov- 
ery of  the  diamond  fields  the  past  year  had  the  effect  of  crippling 
the  association  in  its  work,  by  withdrawing  many  mombers  from 
the  city.  Some  of  the  absentees,  however,  have  done  good  ser- 
vice among  the  multitude  attracted  to  these  fields.  Thousands 
of  tracts  have  been  distributed  by  them,  and  meetings  for  prayer 
have  been  blessed.  In  spite,  therefore,  of  many  discouragements 
at  home,  the  association  in  Grahamstown  shows  good  courage  in 
the  work. 
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"From  True  Sceencb,  True  Religion  has  nothing  to 

fear,"  is  a  sentiment  that  is  ever  inspiring  Christian  scholarship 
In  its  discovery  of  fresh  harmonies  between  science  and  revela- 
tion. To  promote  such  discovery,  and  to  meet  the  current  ob- 
jections of  scepticism,  the  Christian  Evidence  Society  was  formed 
in  England  less  than  two  years  ago.  Before  this  Society,  last 
spring,  a  series  of  admirable  lectures  was  delivered  by  eminent 
English  scholars,  among  whom  are  the  Archbishop  of  York,  the 
Bishops  of  Carlisle  and  Ely,  and  the  Bev.  Canon  Cook.  Under 
the  title  of  Modfirn  Scepticism,  these  lectures  now  appear  in  book 
form,  with  an  admirable  preface  by  Dr.  Ellicott,  setting  forth 
with  what  "  learning  and  candor,"  as  well  as  "  gentleness  and 
sympathy,"  the  difficulties  of  sceptical  minds  are  treated  in  these 
lectures.  The  volume  is  worthy  of  the  attention  of  all  thoughtful 
readers,  and  we  would  specially  commend  it  as  a  work  admira- 
bly fitted  for  our  association  libraries.  Messrs.  Randolph  &  Co. 
are  the  American  publishers  of  the  book. 

■ 

Religion  and  Culture  in  Some  of  Their  Relations  is  an- 
other admirable  book  for  the  times,  from  the  pen  of  Principal 
Shairp.  With  a  masterly  fairness  and  thoroughness,  the  author 
treats  of  that  culture  which  is  purely  secular,  looking  at  it  spe- 
cially in  its  scientific  or  literary  aspects.  He  then  contrasts  with 
it  the  standard  of  culture  set  up  by  the  Christian  religion.  The 
refined  theories  of  Huxley  and  Matthew  Arnold  are  handled 
with  a  respect  and  impartiality  that  challenges  the  confidence  of 
the  reader,  and  makes  only  more  profound  the  impression,  cre- 
ated at  last,  of  the  superiority  of  that  culture  which  is  spiritual 
and  Christian.  Candid  and  thoughtful  young  men  will  read  this 
work  with  rare,  pleasure  and  profit.  Messrs.  Hurd  &  Houghton 
publish  the  volume. 

New-York  and  Its  Institutions  is  the  title  of  a  book  of  six 
hundred  octavo  pages,  which  has  some  claim  to  be  called  "  an 
illustrated  library  of  information  pertaining  to  the  bright  side  of 
the  great  metropolis."  Rev.  J.  F.  Richmond,  the  author,  has 
been  for  five  years  a  city  missionary  in  New- York.  After  giving 
a  brief  history  of  the  city,  he  compacts  into  this  volume  an  ac- 
count of  the  churches,  schools,  public  buildings,  business  enter- 
prises, hospitals,  homes,  and  of  the  State,  municipal  and  private 
charities  of  the  city.  Two  hundred  illustrations  of  the  various 
buildings  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  work.  It  is  an  admi- 
rable handbook  and  description  of  the  city.  The  attempt  to 
make  itaccessible  in  price  to  all  has  been  well  made  by  the  pub- 
lisher, Mr.  E.  B.  Treat,  of  this  city,  the  cost  of  the  volume  being 
three  dollars. 

The  Seals  Opened  ;  or,  the  Apocalypse  Explained,  is  the 
title  of  a  new  volume  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Enoch  Pond,  D.D.,  of 
Bangor,  Maine.  It  is  a  vigorous  attempt  to  excite  a  more  general 
interest  in  the  study  of  the  last  book  of  the  Bible.  The  substan- 
tial agreement  of  evangelical  scholars,  in  interpreting  this  part  of 
the  New  Testament,  is  exhibited,  and  little  departure  is  made  from 
their  views.  The  prophetic  delineation  by  the  apostle  at  Patmos, 
of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  is  compared  with  the 
learned  history  of  that  Decline  and  Fall  by  Gibbon,  and  striking 
points  of  resemblance  are  detected.  Dr.  Pond  protests  against  the 
,  too  general  impression  that  the  Apocalypse  is  without  discoverable 
plan  or  method,  and  does  not  invite  profitable  study.  He  does  not 
attempt  an  elaborate  exposition,  but  seeks  to  explain  the  leading 
features  of  the  Revelation,  and  to  invite  the  reader  to  a  closer  study 
of  the  sacred  text.  The  book  will  be  of  use  to  teachers  using  the 
uniform  series  of  Snnday-school  lessons  next  year,  as  a  part  of 
those  lessons  will  be  in  the  Book  of  Revelation.  The  publishers 
are  Hoyt,  Fogg,  and  Breed,  their  agents  in  New-York  being 
Messrs.  Broughton  and  Wyman.     The  price  of  the  book  is  $1.50. 

The  Six  Little  Princesses,  and  What  They  Turned  Into,  is 
a  brief  story  from  the  pen  of  Mrs.  Prentiss,  which  will  prove  as 


interesting  to  children  of  a  larger  growth  as  to  the  younger  peo- 
ple for  whom  it  seems  primarily  intended.  To  cultivate  the  tal- 
ents we  have,  with  pleasure  and  contentment,  and  without  envy 
of  the  gifts  of  others,  is  a  lesson  few  are  too  old  to  learn.  It  is 
set  forth  with  much  beauty  and  simplicity  in  this  brief  story. 
Messrs.  Randolph  &  Company  issue  the  book  in  an  attractive 
form. 

Yesterday,  To-day,  and  Forever,  by  E.  H.  Bickersteth,  is  a 
poem  that  has  already  taken  its  place  among  the  standard  relig- 
ious literature  of  the  times.  The  attentive  perusal  of  its  noble 
thoughts  and  sentiments  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  purifying  and  en- 
nobling influence.  The  spirit  of  genuine  piety  that  pervades  the 
poem  will  always  awaken,  as  its  author  prayerfully  desires, 
"deeper  thought  on  things  unseen  and  eternal."  The  Messrs. 
Carter,  of  this  city,  have  already  issued  three  editions  of  this 
work. 

English  Periodicals  are  expensive  and  often  beyond  the 
means  of  some  of  our  associations,  while  very  few  can  command 
the  large  number  of  these  magazines  necessary  to  meet  the 
tastes  of  all.  Littell's  Living  Age,  therefore,  with  its  admirable 
selections  from  the  wide  range  of  English  periodical  literature,  is 
of  the  first  importance  to  the  reading-rooms  of  our  associations. 
A  trustworthy  account  of  its  many  excellencies  will  be  found  in 
another  column. 

The  Military  Post  Library  Association  issue  a  series  of 
tracts  admirably  adapted  to  the  taste  of  the  soldiers  for  whom 
they  are  designed.  Among  other  pamphlets,  we  notice  the  tes- 
timony of  Napoleon  I.,  given  in  his  conversations  at  St.  Helena,  to 
the  divine  character  of  Christ.  The  scriptural  selections  and 
maxims  printed  for  the  use  of  Cromwell's  soldiers  are  also  re- 
produced in  attractive  form. 

A.  L.  O.  E.'S  Picture-Book  is  a  charming  holiday  book  for 
children.  Each  story  by  this  pleasant  and  instructive  writer  for 
children  is  attractively  illustrated,  and  the  entire  volume  is  issued 
in  excellent  style  by  Messrs.  T.  Nelson  &  Sons,  publishers,  in 
London,  Edinburgh,  and  New-York. 

"  The  First  op  American  Poets  "  is  the  title  which  literary 
criticism  is  now  very  generally  giving  to  Mr.  William  Culleo 
Bryant.  A  handsome  volume  of  his  poems,  including  many  that 
have  not  appeared  in  any  previous  collection,  has  just  been  pub- 
lished by  the  Appletons  of  this  city. 

The  second  volume  of  Mr.  Froude's  Short  Studies  on  Great 
Subjects  has  just  been  issued  by  Messrs.  Scribner  &  Co.  These 
brief  essays  bear  the  impress  of  the  scholarship  and  learning  of 
their  author,  and  will  be  read  with  unfailing  interest  by  the  multi- 
tude of  his  readers. 

Green  Pastures  ;  or,  Daily  Food  for  the  Lord's  Flock 
is  the  name  given  to  an  excellent  little  volume  of  select  thoughts 
and  passages  of  Scripture  for  each  day  of  the  year.  It  is  very 
neatly  issued  by  T.  Nelson  &  Sons,  blank  leaves  being  inserted 
for  the  use  of  the  reader. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS. 

A.  L.  O.  K.'s  Picture  Book.    (T.  Nelson  A  Son.) 

Annie  Mason ;  or.  The  Temple  of  Shell*.    (A.  D.  F.  Randolph  A  Co.). .  .$1 » 

Bryant's  Poems.    Bed  Line  Edition.    (D.  Appleton  4  Co.) 3  SO 

Dale,  R  W.    The  Jewish  Temple  and  the  Christian  Church.    (Boston, 

Gould  A  Lincoln.) 

J.  S.  V.    Antidote  to  the  Gates  Ajar.    (Carleton  A  Co.) 15 

Owen,  R.D.    The  Debatable  Land.    (C  ■rleton  &  Co.) SCO 

Prettemi  (KeT.  E.  de.)    The  Early  Years  of  Christianity.    C.  Scribner 

&Co.) : 175 

Prentiss,  E.    Six  Little  Princesses.    (A.  D.  F.  Randolph  A  Co.) 75 

Porter,  Noah.    The  Elements  of  Intellectual  Science.    (C.  Scribner  A 

Co.) .' 3  00 

Richmond,  Rev.  J.  H.    New-York  and  Its  Institutions.    (K.  B.  Treat.)..  8  00 

Siowc,  Mrs.  U.  B.    My  Wife  and  I.    (J.  B.  Ford  A  Co.) *  00 

Talne,  H.  A.    History  of  English  Literature.    (Holt  A  Williams.) 
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JVBira  FBOM  233  ASSOCIATIONS. 


At  Hon. 

PENNSYLVANIA 36    37,00,111 

Amity MO 

Altoona 2*6 

Bearer •  185.  SStt 

Bethlehem 174,1(26 

Brookvllle 2*6 

Be  lie  Ion  to 226 

Carlisle 135,225 

Canter 226 

Crow  Creek 226 

Carbondalo 246 

Connellsvllle 226 

Baetou 67,226 

Brie 60,205,22!) 

Franklin 85,133,225 

Qrantsvllle 35 

Gcrmantown 246 

Harrisburgh 86, 62,  85,  1  JO,  226 

Hauover 00,108,135 

Laf.  Coll.,  Baaton 68 

Lancaster 85,225 

Meadville 86 

.     Mercer 88,226 

Ma-sillon 56,107 

Mud  Town 82 

Mount  Joy 83,154 

New-Cumberland 108 

New-8hofflcld 185 

Nazareth 2*5 

Pittsburgh .  16, 18, 86.  60. 88, 109.  225 

Philadelphia 16,  63, 178,  225 

Parker's 115 

Petroleum  Centre 225 

Scrant-.il 85,  88,  60, 187,  226 

Shlpoensburg 225 

Tank  Creek 10,225 

Tyrone 60 

Tldlonte 187,192,225 

Tamaqna 190 

Tetrsperanceville 225 

Onlontown 106,225 

.    Union  Corners 226 

Wilkin-bnrg 83 

WlUlamsport 185,225 

Warren 225 

West  Middletown 245 

Waterford 225 

York 225 

Rhode  Island Ill 

Bristol 222 

Westerly  178 

SotlTB-CAROUNA 112,204 

Charle-ton  (Colored) 191 

W«-fT-  Virginia 112 

Cbarlettown 192 

Indiana 114 

Detroit 208.220 

Indianapolis 83,153,154 

Seymour 208 

Florida. 
Jacksonville 85 

Mississippi. 
Jackson.: 22C 

Virginia. 
Marlon 86 

Wyoming  Territory. 

Cheyenne 174 

Chu^g  Ranche 174 

Fort  Laramie 174 

Ohio 82,87,88,62,79,113 

Akron lOo 


BncyniB 107 

Cincinnati 36,38,08,108,109 

Cleveland 87,88,188,209 

Canton 107 

Columbns 107 

"         Ohio  Penitentiary....    11 

Coshocton 107 

Cambridge 108 

Dayton 88,83,154,191 

Elyrla 106 

Fremont 106 

Granville 107 

Hamilton 108 

Mansfleld 88,107 

Mount  Vernon 107 

Paincsville 69, 106 

Portsmouth 38 

Ravenna 10* 

Sandusky 106 

Salem 107 

StenoenvUle 108 

Toledo 17,138 

Tiffin 106 

Warren 106 

You  tigs  town 107 

Zancsville In7 

New-Haven Ill 

Centre  Harbor 85 

Portsmouth 15,37,185 

District  or  Columbia 112 

Howard  Univ.,  Washington  . ..    86 
Washington,  57,  69,78,  154,175,192, 

226. 
Washington  (Colored) 173 

Iowa 114 

Council  Bluffs 226 

Davenport 174 

Des  Moines 174 

Kentucky 113 

Military  Institute 154 

Covington 164 

California. 
San  Francisco 89,226 

Louisiana 118 

New-0  deans 82,167,176 

Minnesota 114 

Minneapolis 153 

Rochester 84 

St.  Paul 89 

Connecticut. 

Bridgeport 392 

Norxalk 86 

New-Haven 61 

New-l.ondon 172 

Vermont 87,  111 

Pern 85 

Rutland 185 

Shoreham 28 

Si.  Johnshury 187 

Waterbury 187 

Alabama 112 

Selma 8) 

Statiin  Island,  N.  Y. 
North  Shore 101,159 

Nebraska 116 

Maine 110 

Btdcleford 222 

Portland 61,  86 

M  issouiu 118 

KansasCity 57,86 

Texas 87 

Galveston 135 


Maryland 112 

Baltimore 89,220 

Frederick  City 15 

Tennessee.                '  • 
Clarksville 186 

Illinois. 

Aurora 186,141.172 

Chicago 174,220 

Rock  Island 174 

New-Jerset Ill 

Beverly 1 

Bridgeton 187 

JerseyClty 103.191 

Newark ..  69. 86. 186, 167, 172, 195, 210 

New-Brunswick 186,  202 

Orange 209 

Plaiufleld 135,154 

Vermont. 

Burlington 88 

Berlin 185 

Bratilehoro' 174 

Fairhavcn 67 

Montpelier 224 

Wisconsin 88,114,226 

Beloit 38 

Delavan 88 

Elkhorn 28 

FondduLac 88 

Green  Bay 38 

Milwaukee 88,68,163 

O'hkosh 88 

PortageClty 38 

Michigan 114,203 

University 83 

Albion 82 

Alpena 190 

Grand  Rapids 59,154,192 

Greenville 82 

Lansing 82 

Ypsilantt 82 

Massachusetts Ill 

Boston 37 

Charleston 190 

Fall  River 87,209 

Lowell 87,184,174.175 

Lvnn 59,  154 

Marblehead 16 

Nori  hampton 36, 184, 216,  228 

Natlck 87 

Oakham 61 

Rutland 185 

Worcester 86,209 

Westfleld 1S( 

New-York 62.111,191 

Albany 182, 197,  202, 219,  22H 

Auburn 208 

Amsterdam 208 

Buff.ilo 85,  68, 103, 167. 171 

Brooklyn 208 

Fulton  208 

Goshen 15,  86 

Harlem  Branch,  N.  Y.  City.  115, 138 

Lockport 2U8 

Malone 62 

N.  Y  City 83,108,220 

New-Ut'-echt 208 

Pouglikecpsie 53.  62,  202.  SOS 

Schenectady....,, 15.208 

Syracuse 132 

Saratoga  Springs 152  2(18 

Schuylcrvillc 20S 

Utica 133,205,208 


British  Provinces 191 

Charlottetown,P.RIaL,  82,41,187, 
186. 

Chatham.N.B 87 

Dartmouth,  N  8 '  64 

Drnmmondville.Ont 64 

Hamilton,  Out 41,  64 

Kcntvillc,  N.  S 18 

Montreal,  Can 18,87 

Maritime  Provinces 110,193 

New-Brunswick 62,  IN 

Nova  Scotia lot 

Ontario HO 

Plctou,  N.  S 110 

Quebec,  Can (4 

St.  John,  N.  B 40,65 

St.  Catharine's,  Ont 64 

Toronto,  Ont 40 

Windsor,  N.  S 18,64 

Welland,  Ont ..64 

Yarmouth,  N.  8 88 

Ireland.        Abroad. 

Dublin ]9I 

Londonderry 167 

European  Continent 167 

Germany 45,187,227 

Elherfeld 218 

Strasbourg 155 

Australia. 
Geeloug 187 

Great  Britain 227 

England. 

Liverpool... 61,156 

London 118,137,156,210 

Leeds 15s 

SWITZERLAND. 

Lausanne VK 

France.  • 

Montauban 187 

Paris 156 

Women's  Associations. 

Portland,  Me 17,155 

Philadelphia.  Pa 17 

Louisville.  Ky 17 

Cincinnati,  O '. 40, 68 

Hhrtlbrd.  Ct 40,223,227 

Scran  ton.  Pa 40 

New-YorkCity 63 

Washington,  D.  C 87 

Toledo,  0 186 

Bovs'  Associations. 

Hamilton,  Ont 41,64 

Ohio 108 

Indianapolis,  Ind 164 
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OUR  IDOLS. 

If,  some  fine  day,  there  should  make  their  appearance  on  our 
streets  some  of  those  odd-looking  people  whom  we  call  heathen 
Chinese,  and  they  should  go  right  to  work  to  learn  oar  language, 
and  then  begin  to  preach  sermons  and  print  tracts,  with  a  view 
to  convert  as  all  from  oar  religion  to  theirs,  we  would  probably 
be  either  astonished  or  angry  at  the  proposition. 

Or  if  some  tattooed  Xew-Zealander,  who,  in  his  boyhood,  was 
fed  with  human  flesh  and  worshipped  wooden  idols,  but,  by 
means  of  missions,  had  been  led  to  lore  the  Lord  Jesus  with  all 
his  heart,  should  visit  us,  and,  when  he  came  to  know  as  just  as 
we  are,  should  tell  us  kindly  how  sorry  he  was  to  find  us  all 
given  up  to  idolatry,  we  would  be  apt  to  set  him  down  as  crazy, 
and  might  possibly  do  him  the  mistaken  kindness  of  sending  him 
to  an  insane  asylum. 

Bat  strange  as  all  this  would  seem,  and  sadly  as  it  would  low- 
er our  self-conceit,  the  Chinaman  might  justly  net  us  an  example 
of  religious  consistency,  and  the  New-Zealander  as  justly  bring 
against  us  his  charge  that  we  are  idolaters. 

An  idol  is  not  necessarily  an  image,  nor  is  idolatry  merely  the 
worship  of  images ;  for,  since  the  first  and  greatest  command- 
ment says,  "  Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me,"  it  is  clear 
that  anything  which  is  allowed  to  come  between  us  and'the  Lord 
who  made  us  is,  for  the  time,  the  object  of  our  worship,  and,  as 
such,  is  just  as  truly  an  idol  as  though  we  bowed  our  knees  to  it 
or  offered  incense  before  it.  When  Jesus  said,  "  Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  Ood  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind,"  His  words  implied  that  God  must  occupy 
alone  the  throne  of  our  affections,  and  that  whatever  else  was 
permitted  to  crowd  Him  out  of  our  constant  thought  deposed 
Him  from  His  rightful  dominion,  and  lowered  us  to  a  level  with 
idolaters.  , 

T.  And  chief  among  the  subjects  of  our  idolatrous  service  must 
be  mentioned  self.  Self-respect  is  one  thing,  and  a  reasonably 
good  thing ;  but  self-love,  which  usurps  Ood's  place  in  oar  high. 
est  regard,  is  the  meanest,  commonest,  and  most  malignant  of 
Molatries.  Let  us  look  at  the  train  of  other  idols  which  selfish. 
peas  brings  in  between  us  and  Ood ;  and,  while  it  is  not  alleged 
that  all  of  us  have  all  these  idols,  the  extent  to  which  this  is 
true,  and  the  constancy  of  our  worship  of  any  or  all  of  them,  is 
left  for  the  conscience  of  each  to  decide. 

Selfishness  brings  in  its  train  the  love  of  pleasure,  the  love  of 
praise,  the  love  of  position,  the  love  of  power,  the  love  of 
knowledge  (not  for  the  good  it  brings,  but  because  of  the  love 
of  fame),  the  love  of  influence,  the  lore  of  display,  the  love  of 
dress,  the  love  of  fashion,  the  love  of  ease,  die  love  of  per 
sonal  comfort,  at  the  cost  of  that  of  everybody  else.  These  are 
only  a  part  of  the  loves  which,  nestling,  by  our  permission,  in 
oar  hearts,  crowd  oat  that  supreme  love  for  Ood  which  the  Gos- 
pel enjoins  and  our  conscience  commands.  To  the  extent  that 
any  one  or  any  number  of  these  affections  rale  oar  thoughts  and 
sway  our  lives,  just  so  far  do  we  drop  into  idolatry,  and  set  up 
other  gods  "  before"  and  in  the  place  of  Him  who  demands  that 
we  shall  love  Em  "with  all  the  heart,  and  all  the  soul,  and  all 
the  mind." 

The  one  word  pride  covers,  with  its  many  shades  of  meaning, 
this  same  idolatry  of  self.  Almost  all  the  various  loves  already 
spoken  of  are  the  offspring  and  the  outgrowth  of  pride.  And 
when  we  call  to  mind  the  fact  that  meekness,  humility,  and  child- 
like docility  are  the  Gospel  tests  of  fitness  for  heaven,  and  when 


we  reflect  that  not  a  soul  of  us  has  anything  to  be  proud  of,  it 
will  be  easy  to  see  that  pride,  in  any  form,  is  but  a  millstone 
around  our  necks,  which,  if  not  got  rid  of,  will  drown  as  in  per- 
dition. 

Bat  sometimes  the  idol,  pride,  is  worshipped  in  that  meanest 
and  pettiest  of  its  forms  known  as  vanity.  And  God  is  fearfully  In- 
sulted by  being  pat  out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind,  in  favor  of  some 
miserable  vanity,  when  we  make  an  idol  of  personal  appearance, 
beauty,  or  supposed  accomplishments ;  when  a  ribbon,  a  bow, 
an  artificial  flower,  a  shade  of  silk,  a  charming  voice,  or  taking 
manners  may  be  made  a  subject  of  so  much  study  and  thought 
as  to  become  temporarily  the  engrossing  object,  and  thus  sup- 
plant the  One  who  Is  entitled  to  reign  supreme  in  every  heart. 
Those  thus  wedded  to  vanity  are  doubly  idolaters,  because  their 
aim  is,  first,  to  worship  teff,  and,  next,  to  create  in  other*  a  spirit 
of  envy  and  rivalry,  which  enlarges  the  circle  of  idolatry,  and 
helps  to  fill  the  world  with  jarring  discords.   , 

II.  Bat  there  are  those  who  may  not  be  justly  termed  selfish, 
or  proud,  or  vain,  who,  nevertheless,  are  just  as  much  idol-wor- 
shippers in  another  direction.  He  who  spake  as  never  man  spake, 
and  whose  every  word  was  essential  truth,  has  said :  "  He  that 
loveth  father  or  mother,  or  brother  or  sister,  more  than  me,  is  not 
worthy  of  me."  Of  course  this  Is  not  a  forbidding  of  our  natural 
affections,  but  a  caution  against  allowing  the  heart  to  endanget 
the  soul.  In  these  few  words  the  Saviour  gave  us  the  divine  idea 
of  the  height  and  depth  of  Christian  love.  It  was  as  if  He  had 
said  that,  in  comparison  with  the  love  we  owe  to  Him,  the  affee 
tlon  due  to  any  earthly  creature  was  not  even  to  be  mentioned  at 
love.  God  has  a  claim  not  only  upon  oar  highest  but  upon  our 
constant  love,  and  the  placing  of  exclusive  or  excessive  affec- 
tion upon  any  earthly  creature,  of  whatever  name,  is  a  robbery  of 
Him,  and  rank  idolatry.  The  sin  is  not  in  bestowing  all  doe  af- 
fection upon  a  mother,  a  lather,  a  wife,  a  child,  or  a  friend ;  but, 
to  use  the  common  phrase,  in  "  thinking  too  much"  of  these,  and 
not  at  all,  or  comparatively  very  little,  of  Him  who  lends  them  to 
us  and  can  take  them  from  us  at  His  will.  And,  too  often,  the 
very  tears  we  shed  and  the  emotions  we  feel  as  friend  after  friend 
is  torn  from  us,  are  but  witnesses  to  the  fact  that  our  idols  have 
been  taken  away,  and  that  a  jealous  God  would  not  permit  Him- 
self longer  to  be  insulted  by  our  forgetfulness  of  His  claims  upon 
the  highest  affection  our  hearts  are  capable  of  exercising. 

III.  Under  the  one  name,  Mammon,  the  Saviour  includes  as 
under  a  special  curse  all  those  idolatries  which  the  love  of  money 
begets.  "  Te  cannot,"  he  says,  "  serve  God  and  Mammon."  The 
two  worships  cannot  have  place  in  the  same  heart ;  there  is 
nothing  in  common  between  them ;  and  those  who  make  money 
their  God  become  thereby,  and  by  their  own  act,  shut  out  from 
the  heavenly  Father's  smile  and  blessing.  If  we  had  no  better 
proof  of  God's  contempt  for  what  the  world  calls  wealth,  we 
need  only  look  at  many  of  those  creatures  whom  He  permits  to 
be  rich.  And  the  dangers  which  lie  in  the  path  of  the  worldly 
rich  man  were  so  clearly  known  to  Christ  that  He  said :  "  How 
hardly  shall  they  that  have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ;"  meaning  that  the  possession  of  money,  in  most  cases, 
built  up,  as  it  were,  a  wall  around  the  heart,  through  which  no 
good  influences  could  either  enter  or  come  oat.  The  Apostle 
Paul,  in  his  first  letter  to  Timothy  (6:6-10),  places  this  whole 
matter  in  a  light  which  we  may  make  use  of  to  advantage  in  de- 
ciding for  ourselves  how  guilty  we  are  in  idolizing  money.  And 
this  is  what  Paul  says : 
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"But  godliness,  with  contentment,  is  great  gain.  For  we 
brought  nothing  into  this  world,  and  it  ia  certain  we  can  carry 
nothing  out.  And  having  food  and  raiment,  let  us  be  therewith 
content.  But  they  that  will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  which  drown  men 
in  destruction  and  perdition.  For  the  lote  ofmonej  is  the  root  of 
all  evil ;  which,  while  some  coveted  after,  they  have  erred  from 
the  faith,  and'  pierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows." 

In  other  places,  Paul  speaks  of  covetousness  (which  is  the  desire 
and  love  of  money)  as  being  Idolatry,  and,  in  his  letter  to  the 
EphesianB,  distinctly  affirms  that  no  "  covetous  man,  who  U  an 
idolater,  hath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ  and  of 
God."  The  man  or  woman  or  child,  therefore,  who  thinks  often- 
er  and  more  of  money  than  of  God,  who  prizes  more  what  money 
will  buy  than  what  God  can  give,  who  worships  wealth  in  what- 
ever form,  or  devotes  to  it  thoughts  that  ought  to  go  out  toward 
God,  is  just  as  guilty  of  idolatry  as  the  veriest  heathen,  and  will 
be  the  subject  of  a  severer  punishment. 

And  now  what  of  all  this  T  Why,  just  this :  If  any  or  all  of 
ns  are  such  idolaters  as  have  here  been  described,  would  it  not  be 
well  to  set  about  a  little  missionary  work  in  our  own  behalf,  be- 
fore we  melt  away  in  sympathy  over  the  far  heathen  of  China  and 
India  t  "  Physician,  heal  thyself  1"  our  fellow-idolaters  may  rea- 
sonably ray,  as  we  commend  to  them  a  Bible,  and  a  Saviour 
whose  precepts  we  have  not  obeyed,  and  as  we  urge  them  to  love 
with  all  their  hearts  a  God  who  has  had  but  half  or  less  of  ours. 
'  Let  us,  then,  think  of  this  matter  of  idol-worship  as  it  affects 
and  endangers  our  own  souls,  and  let  ns  each  ask  of  Him  who 
alone  can  give  it  that  measure  of  grace,  which  shall  enable  us  to 
keep  that  first  and  greatest  commandment:  "Thou  shalt  have 
no  other  goat  before  me." 


GATHER  UP  THE  FRAGMENTS. 

A  LaTB  statesman,  one  of  the  conspicuous  names  on  our  coun- 
try's roll  of  honor,  told  me  that  he  always  carried  in  his  pocket  a 
small  volume,  now  one  author  and  now  another,  which  he  took 
out  and  read,  white  he  wot  waiting  for  othert.  In  this  way  he  had 
used  the  little  intervals  of  time  through  many  years,  and  had 
(though  without  early  educational  advantages)  made  himself  a 
learned  man.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  in  which  we  have  not  to 
wait  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  minutes,  in  office,  parlor,  or  committee- 
room,  for  others  to  meet  their  engagements  with  us,  or  for  others 
to  attend  to  our  call.  This  waiting  ia  done  away  from  our  own 
business-places,  so  that  we  cannot  attend  to  our  own  business  av- 
ocations, and  so  the  precious  moments  are  usually  wasted.  Sup- 
pose we  have  an  average  of  fifteen  minutes  a  day  of  such  waiting. 
It  will  make  in  the  buslnetB-days  of  the  year  a  total  equal  to  seven 
and  aJkeUf*butinett  day*  iff  idle  waiting  I  Now,  think  of  seven 
and  a  half  days  of  careful  reading  in  history ,-  for  example,  seven 
and  a  half  long  days,  of  ten  hours  each.  We  could  cover  the 
whole  ground  of  ancient  or  modern  history  in  that  time,  in  such 
an  outline  as  Weber's,  or  if  we  should  use  the  time  in  general  lit- 
erature, we  could  become  familiar  with  all  Shakespeare,  or  we 
could  read  excerpts  of  English  literature,  from  Chaucer  to  Tenny- 
son, from  Hooker  to  Macaulay.  The  time  of  seven  and  a  half  full 
working  days  will  accomplish  a  wonderful  amount  of  acquisition 
for  a  systematic  mind. 

How  many  young  men  in  offices  have  far  more  of  this  waiting 
to  do  than  is  represented  by  fifteen  minutes  a  day  I  They  have 
half  hours  in  the  street-cars,  as  they,  go  down  and  up  between 
their  homes  and  their  daily  duties ;  and  then  other  half  hours  of 
like  kind,  when  sent  to  carry  papers  to  persons  at  a  distance. 
This  time  is  generally  wasted  in  gazing  vacantly  at  anything,  let- 
ting the  mind  lounge  lazily  hither  and  thither,  without  a  purpose, 
without  a  solid  gain. 

The  old  proverb  says,  "Time  is  money."  I  know  a  proverb 
worth  a  dozen  of  that.  .  It  is  "  Time  is  life."  These  precious  mo- 
ments should  be  used  in  making  up  the  man.  Just  as  the  body 
has  it*  nerve,  sinew,  flesh  and  blood,  to  be  fostered  daily,  so  tho 


man  in  the  body  has  his  thoughts,  views,  reasonings,  judgment*, 
to  be  nurtured  with  every  new  day,  or  he  will  not  grow.  There 
must  be  attention  or  it  will  not  be  done,  and  there  must  be  system 
or  it  will  not  be  well  done.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  busy 
men  of  business  of  a  city  should  not  be  learned  men.  I  know  a 
learned  man  who  got  his  learning  while  hard  at  work  at  a  weav- 
er's loom.  I  know  another  learned  man  who  laid  up  his  store  of 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  at  the  forge  and  anvil.  It  is  too  often 
that  a  young  man  supposes  nothing  can  be  made  of  a  five  min- 
utes' interval,  and  so  he  throws  away  his  opportunities.  The 
finest  ermine  that  ever  graced  a  queen  or  empress  was  composed 
of  small  pieces  diligently  stitched  together. 

It  is  a  secret  worth  knowing,  that  the  gathering  up  of  these 
time-bits  not  only  develops  the  man,  but  opens  a  new  fountain  of 
pleasure.  A  miser  is  a  fool  in  counting  over  his  gold  and  silver ; 
but  a  mind  that  reviews  its  gettings  is  wise,  for  these  will  stay 
when  the  gold  and  silver  go.  It  is  a  very  cheering  thing  to  feel 
our  mental  growth.  Even  if  our  outward  possessions  are  less,  we 
are  more.  We  are  of  more  value  to  society — we  have  more  pow- 
er—we are  of  higher  rank. 

Let  every  young  man  who  reads  this  begin  a  time-saving  sys- 
tem. Use  the  odds  and  ends  of  time  that  Providence  is  constantly 
throwing  in  your  path.  They  are  diamonds.  Gather  them  and 
make  a  diadem  for  your  brow.  Put  the  little  book  in  your  breast- 
pocket and  begin  to-day.  Take  the  New  Testament.  Master  that 
first,  in  its  soul-teachings.  Search  and  study  it  till  you  find  yourself 
close  to  God.  And  when  you  put  another  book  in  your  pocket, 
keep  the  New  Testament  there  (you  can  procure  a  wee  copy),  and 
you'll  find  it  will  mix  well  with  all  the  rest 

I  have  now  told  you  what  will  lift  you  up  above  your  fellows. 
The  way  of  idleness  and  low  pleasures  will  keep  you  small  and 
insignificant.  You  have  (under  God)  your  destiny  in  your  own 
hands. 

Books  are  like  Aladdin's  lamp.  They  bring  up  this  and  that 
genius  to  talk  with  you.  It  is  a  mighty  privilege.  Do  not  de- 
spise it.  He  that  walketh  with  wise  men  shall  be  wise.  Be  as 
busy  as  you  please,  or  as  you  have  to  be,  in  your  clerkships, 
young  men ;  still  you  will  have  many,  many  fragments  of  leisure 
time.    Gather  up  the  fragments. 


COMMITTEE  WORK  OP  DIRECTORS. 

'  Ik  the  last  number  of  the  Monthly,  we  reviewed  the  official 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation ;  we  now  propose  to  briefly  glance  at  the  duties  of  its 
several  committees,  and  first  in  order,  as  also  in  importance,  is  the 

XXBCUnvS  COKKITTKS. 

This  committee  is  designed  to  act  in  place  of  the  Board  during 
the  interim  of  its  sessions,  to  submit  plans  to  it,  and  to  carry  out 
the  details  of  the  work.  With  this  view,  it  should  be  invested  with 
the  authority  of  the  Board,  ad  interim — its  power,  of  course,  not 
extending  to  the  reversal  of  previous  decisions  of  the  Board,  nor 
to  the  expenditure  of  money  not  previously  appropriated  by  that 
body.  The  committee  should  meet  as  often  as  once  a  week,  and 
be  composed  of  the  Secretary,  President,  and  such  other  members 
of  the  Board  as  are  most  experienced  in  the  work,  and  feel  the 
wannest  sympathy  with,  the  cause.  They  should  certainly  be  men 
of  skill  and  ability  in  business. 

Their  work  is  twofold,  for  both  the  spiritual  and  the  business 
interests  of  the  association  are  confided  to  their  care.  To  look 
after  the  property  of  the  association,  to  employ  a  suitable  agent 
to  carry  on  its  work,  to  authorize  expenditures,  and  audit  the 
bills  for  the  same,  will  demand  their  attention.  But  the  engross- 
ing problem  will  be :  "  How  shall  the  young  men  of  our  town  or 
city  be  reached  and  led  to  a  knowledge  of  Jesus  T  "  Every  other 
consideration  should  revolve  about  this.  God's  blessing  should 
be  sought  at  the  opening  of  each  meeting,  and  plans  discussed 
and  adopted  only  as  He  seems  to  approve.  This  committee  should 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  aims  of  each  oommittee  of  the  associa- 
tion, their  methods  of  working,  and  a  general  idea  of  what  they 
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are  accomplishing.  They  should  exercise  a  kindly  surveillance 
over  them,  shunning  anything  dictatorial  in  the  tone  of  their 
intercourse.  As  much  liberty  as  possible  should  be  allowed 
each  committee.  They  will  fulfil  their  duties  with  more  enthu- 
siasm if  not  hampered  by  too  much  regulating.  They  should, 
however,  be  pleasantly  and  socially  advised  with  concerning  the 
special  work  committed  to  them.  To  this  end  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee would  do  well  to  hold  meetings  with  the  other  committees 
(one  at  a  time),  to  talk  over  and  discuss  their  labors.  In  such  in- 
tercourse, it  should  be  their  constant  aim  to  develop  the  useful- 
ness of  each  branch  of  the  work.  The  Executive  Committee  thus 
becomes  the  motive  power  in  the  association.  By  examining  the 
various  departments  of  the  work,  they  acquire  a  zeal  according 
to  knowledge,  and  and  constantly  on  the  alert  to  make  efficient 
every  agency  employed  by  the  society. 

THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE.  * 

To  this  committee  is  confided  the  charge  of  the  monetary  affairs 
of  the  association.  They  stand  between  the  Board,  Executive 
Committee,  and  the  Treasurer,  keeping  the  Treasury  replenished, 
and  checking  any  improper  expenditures. 

To  carry  out  either  of  these  objects,  requires  men  of  business 
capacity  and  influence.  Too  often  the  work  of  solicitation  is  com- 
mitted to  men  little  known,  and  who  can  And  nothing  better  to 
do.  On  the  contrary,  trusted  and  well-known  business  men 
should  undertake  the  labor.  They  should  systematize  and  ap- 
portion their  work,  and  enlist  other  members,  if  need  be,  to  use 
their  influence  in  circles  where  they  may  prove  influential ;  at- 
tempt to  do  this  work  without  resorting  to  any  commissioned 
•gent ;  keep  the  treasury  supplied,  that  all  bills  may  be  prompt- 
ly honored.  This  is  more  easily  said  than  done,  but  much  annoy- 
ance might  be  avoided  by  proper  system.  Mismanagement  and 
negligence  in  this  department  are  often  a  great  hindrance  to  the 
work. 

The  Finance  Committee  should  keep  an  account  of  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  Board,  and  certify  only  such  bills  as  come  with- 
in such  appropriation.  Strict  adherence  to  this  may  save  the  rep- 
utation of  the  society  and  prevent  untold  scandal.  The  certifica- 
tion of  bills  by  the  Finance  Committee  should  be  the  Treasurer's 
authorization  to  pay  them.  All  this  formality  may  be  termed 
red-tape,  but  red-tape  is  better  than  confusion  and  possible  bank- 
ruptcy; and  if  ever  red-tape  in  money  matters  was  necessary,  it  is 
in  these  times  of  corruption  in  high  places.  Christians  are  not 
wholly  removed  from  these  temptations. 

•  This  committee  should  meet  at  stated  periods,  and  audit  the  ac- 
counts of  the  association,  that  its  record  may  be  kept  clear.  If  a 
book-keeper  or  Assistant-Treasurer  is  required,  he  is  the  agent  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  and  should  be  under  their  control. 

Of  the  duties  of  other  committees  we  hope  to  speak  in  another 
number. 


THE  NEED  AND  MODE  OF  REFORM. 

Government  can  no  longer  be  administered  by  the  people,  for 
the  people,  when  the  public  mind  becomes  so  corrupt  as  no 
longer  to  be  able  to  discriminate,  or  to  care  to  discriminate,  be- 
tween virtue  and  vice,  as  embodied  in  the  officers  and  institutions 
of  a  country.  "  The  wicked  walk  on  every  side  when  the  vilest 
men  are  exalted."  Following  this  state  of  social  demoralization, 
come  first  anarchy,  then  despotism — the  loss  of  personal  liberty, 
military  rule,  abject  subjugation. 

History  is  full  of  examples  touching  this  point ;  and  so  familiar 
are  these  historic  illustrations  that  it  is  needless  to  specify  them. 
This,  however,  should  be  impressed  as  a  fact  which  is  not  always 
recognized — namely,  that "  the  real  causes  of  the  ruin  of  States  are 
not  political,"  as  many  seem  to  suppose  them  to  be,  "  but  rather 
are  they  moral  and  tocial."  States,  it  is  true,  may  be  overthrown 
by  political  intrigues  and  audacity ;  but  the  secret  of  the  fall  lies 
far  back  of  the  mere  political  power,  which  power  is  only  the 
Instrument  of  the  mightier  and  mora  subtle  agencies  which  have 
been  silently  sapping  the  foundations.    The  poison  which  ulti- 


mately reaches  the  extremities  and  paralyzes  the  entire  body 
politic  is  deposited,  first,  in  the  heart  of  society.  It  commence* 
its  deadly  work  with  individuals,  in  the  decay  of  personal  honor, 
in  the  disregard  of  strictly  upright  dealing  between  man  and 
man,  in  the  vicious  habits  superinduced  by  luxurious  living  and 
the  love  of  display,  in  the  inordinate  thirst  for  gold  and  the  mak- 
ing haste  to  get  rich,  and  to  enjoy,  without  toll,  the  fruits  of 
wealth.  Next,  the  virus  enters  the  family— the  divine  model  of 
human  government— and,  inBt«ad  of  unity  and  sacred  love  in  the 
household,  there  are  discord,  variance,  and  deadly  strife.  The  do- 
mestic relations  are  trampled  upon  and  ignored.  Children  refuse 
longer  to  bow  to  parental  authority,  or  to  submit  to  any  whole- 
some parental  restraints  whatever.  The  holy  tie  of  marriage, 
even,  is  ruthlessly  dissolved,  and  what  is  worse,  perhaps,  the 
bond,  while  ostensibly  acknowledged,  is  virtually  repudiated,  and 
home  is  converted  into  a  hell. 

From  these  corrupt  fountains,  it  is  easy  to  see  how  the  conta- 
gion may  spread,  until  society,  in  all  its  branches,  becomes  ut- 
terly and  hopelessly  contaminated.  The  public  consdonoe  de. 
bauched,  what  follows?  The  judiciary— the  palladium  of  our 
liberties— becomes  venal  and  powerless.  Our  courts  are  con- 
verted into  shambles,  where  justice  is  bought  and  sold  like  meat. 
Legislators  perjure  themselves  for  money  or  place,  and  the  peo- 
ple are  willing  to  have  It  so.  Like  people,  like  rulers ;  the  stream 
cannot  rise  higher  than  Its  source.  Where  society  becomes  gen- 
erally corrupt,  it  is  easier  to  elevate  bad  men  to  office  than  good 
men.  And  so  the  work  of  demoralization  and  disintegration  goes 
on  until,  the  foundations  being  wholly  destroyed,  the  edifice  falls, 
and  the  dearest  Interests  of  humanity  are  buried  beneath  the' 
ruins. 

And  even  where  the  reformation  of  abuses  has  been  begun,  we 
are  apt  to  be  too  soon  satisfied  with  what  may  have  been  accom- 
plished. "  Better  is  the  end  of  a  thing  than  the  beginning  there- 
of." Not  only  is  there  room  for  greater  reform,  but  there  is  dan- 
ger also  that  the  reform  may  not  be  pushed  to  its  needful  extent, 
and  especially  that  the  reform  which  begins  at  home— with  the 
individual—  may  be  overlooked.  We  need  to  be  thoroughly  im- 
pressed, not  duly  with  the  truth,  but  also  with  the  importance 
of  these  truths.  These  are  not  empty  theories,  nor  are  they  mere 
dogmatic  utterances.  They  are  principle*,  living,  rational,  un- 
alterable law*,  and  they  affect  us  In  all  our  relations.  It  will  not 
answer  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  stubborn  facts.  "  If  the  founda- 
tions be  destroyed,  what  can  the  righteous  do  f '  Then  is  safety 
nowhere,  then !  The  family,  social  order,  political  rights,  repub- 
lican institutions,  all  must  perish  where  there  is  no  morality  and 
no  recognition  of  God. 


When  obstacles  and  trials  seem 

Like  prison- walls  to  be, 
I  do  the  little  I  can  do, 

And  leave  the  rest  to  Thee. 

And  when  it  seems  aa  chance  or  change 

From  grief  can  set  me  free, 
Hope  finds  its  strength  in  helplessness, 

And  gayly  waits  on  Thee. 

HI  that  He  blesses  is  our  good, 

And  unblessed  good  is  ill ; 
And  all  is  right  that  seems  most  wrong 

If  it  be  His  sweet  will. 


"  I  am  as  happy  as  I  could  be  out  of  paradise,"  said  a  poor  Meth- 
odist soldier,  with  broken  limbs,  on  the  battle-field  of  Fontenoy, 

"  Fox  one  look  to  self,  take  ten  of  Jesus." 

"  God  will  have  the  whole  heart.    His  promise  is  that  wa  shall 
find  Him  when  we  search  for  Him  with  all  our  hearts." 

"It  is  a  great  achievement  to  'occupy*  to-day,  and  fo-4W 
only.'* 
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"BX   MUST  INCREASE,  I  MUST  DECREASE." 

(TnuliUd  Jbr  Anodauoo  Monthly.) 

OS ;  Jesus  Christ,  grow  Thou  in  me, 

And  bid  all  else  to  vanish ; 
Bring  ray  heart  daily  nearer  Thee, 

Its  sinfulness  to  banish. 

Hover  each  day,  in  grace  and  might, 

Above  my  weak  presuming ; 
Thy  radiance  swallowing  np  my  night, 

Thy  life  my  death  consuming. 

uet  Thy  pure  sunlight  on  me  shine, 

My  soul  from  error  freeing ; 
Thine  all,  O  Christ  1  and  nothing  mine, 

Let  me  be  daily  seeing. 

Draw  near ;  I  cast  myself  away, 

Weeping,  on  Thee.    I'm  waiting. 
Oh  I  let  Thy  holy  will  have  sway, 

Thy  will  in  mine  creating. 

Look  gloriously  forth  from  me, 

In  wisdom,  grace,  and  gladness ; 
Let  me  Thy  living  image  be, 

In  happiness  and  sadness. 

Make  all  within  me  new,  that  so, 

No  human  weakness  knowing. 
Thine  own  devoted,  loving  glow 

May  in  my  heart  be  glowing. 

Let  pride  retreat,  and  weakness  flee, 

And  folly  find  an  ending, 
When  toward  Thy  kingdom  and  toward  Thee 

My  earnest  soul  is  tending. 

And  may  this  vain  and  empty  I 

Be  every  day  decreasing, 
And  every  day  that  passes  by 

Behold  my  faith  increasing. 

Empty  self  out  of  me  each  day ; 

Fill  with  Thy  presence  dearer  ; 
Oh  I  Thou  who  over  prayer  hath  sway 

Be  of  my  prayer  the  Hearer. 

May  faith  in  Thee  my  impulse  prove, 

My  impulses  inspire ; 
Be  Thou,  O  Christ  1  my  Joy,  my  Love, 

My  passionate  Desire. 

[From  the  German  of  Lanier. 


OUR  OBLIGATIONS. 

"  Hot  for  mm  our  prayer  thonld  b«, 
Bat  for  ftrength,  that  we  may  ever 
Live  our  live*  courageously. 

"  Not  forever  by  sttD  water* 
Should  we  idly  quiet  stay, 
But  ahould  finite  the  living  fountain* 
From  the  rock*  along  our  way." 

Whxk  we  become  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As> 
todatlou,  we  pledge  ourselves  to  labor  for  the  salvation  of  the 
unconverted  young  men  who  sit  with  us  at  the  same  desk  in  the 
counting-room,  who  stand  tide  by  side  with  us  in  the  workshop, 
wno  occupy  the  same  room  with  us  in  the  boarding-house,  or  who 
are,  in  some  other  way,  associated  with  us  in  our  daily  business 
cailinga. 

We  are  under  a  two-fold  obligation  to  discharge  this  duty.  It 
we  neglect  it,  we  are  not  only  doing  nothing  toward  saving  these 
young  men,  but  we  are  deing  much  toward  ruining  them.  They 
know  that  we  are  professing  Christians ;  they  know  that  we  are 
members  of  an  association  designed  to  shield  young  men  from 
temptation ;  and  if  we  stand  carelessly  by,  without  even  a  gesture 


of  warning  while  sinners  entice  them,  they  may  yield,  when /oth- 
erwise they  would  not.  Our  indifference  seems  to  assure  them 
that  there  is  no  danger. 

[V.Morec,  in  Brooklyn  Y.H.C.  A.  JBuiWtm. 


PASCAL'S  CONFESSION  OF  FAITH. 

"  I  LOVE  poverty  because  Jesus  Christ  loved  it.  I  love  wealth 
because  it  gives  me  the  means  of  assisting  the  wretched.  I  keep 
faith  with  all  men.  I  do  not  render  evil  to  those  who  do  it  to 
me ;  but  I  desire  a  state  for  them  like  to  my  own,  in  which  I  re- 
ceive neither  evil  nor  good  from  the  hand  of  man.  I  endeavor  to 
be  just,  truthful,  sincere,  and  faithful  to  all  men ;  and  I  have  a 
tenderness  of  heart  for  those  to  whom  God  has  united  me  more 
closely ;  and  whether  I  am  alone  or  in  the  sight  of  men,  in  all  my 
actions  I  have  in  sight  God,  who  must  judge  them,  and  to  whom 
I  have  consecrated  them  all. 

"  These  are  my  sentiments,  and  all  the  days  of  my  life  I  bless 
my  Redeemer,  who  has  put  them  into  me ;  and  who,  from  a  man 
full  of  misery,  concupiscence,  pride,  and  ambition,  has,  by  the 
strength  of  His  grace,  made  a  man  exempt  from  all  these  evils 
And  to  this  grace  all  the  glory  is  due,  since  I  have  in  myself 
nothing  but  misery  and  error.'' 


HEART  SEARCHINGS. 

"  Do  I  feel  bo  one  with  Christ  that  all  His  interests  on  earth  I 
consider  as  mine,  and  my  truest  interests  as  His  f 

"Do  I  realize  the  dignity  and  honor  of  standing  forth  in  service 
for  Jesus  Christ,  as  one  whose  service  is  'perfect  freedom  X  " 

"  Do  I  take  up  the  position  of  a  servant  for  Christ,  not  only  in 
some  great  thing,  but  in  all  the  little  affair*  of  daily  life  T 

"Ah  I  willing  to  be  in  service  to  Him  at  the  pries  of  self-ease, 
worldly  honor,  the  good  opinion  of  men,  and  all  such  things  T 

"  Is  carrying  out  services  for  the  Lord,  am  I  ready  to  deny 
worldly  policy  and  expediency,  and  to  walk  in  the  simple  guid- 
ance and  teaching  of  the  Holy  Ghost  V 

"  Do  I  continually  find  that  no  service  satisfies  my  heart — that 
I  am  looking  at  service  as  the  fruit  of  love,  and  not  as  standing, 
for  a  moment,  in  the  place  of  love  T" 

"Ah  I  continually  looking  to  the  Spirit  for  His  special  opera- 
tion upon  my  heart,  in  the  creation  and  increase  of  love  to 
Jesusr  *  - 

"Ah  I  utterly  denying  the  wisdom  of  self,  and  in  all  things, 
great  and  small,  seeking  gnidance  from  the  Holy  Ghost  V 

"  With  the  full  persuasion  of  what  certain  things  and  habits 
are  to  me  now,  am  I  willing  to  pass  beyond  them,  if  God  will  en- 
able me  so  to  do  V 

"  Ah  I  looking  for  an  elevation  of  heart  only  when  I  die,  or  am 
I  seeking  for  it  now  T  Do  I  so  value  it  as  to  seek  for  it,  not  mere- 
ly at  a  meetneufor  heaven,  but  for  its  own  sake?" 

"Cohfohtlksb  ones,  be  comforted  I  Jesus  often  makes  you 
portionlee*  here,  to  drive  you  to  Himself,  the  everlasting  portion  " 

"  Christ  seems  to  delight  to  lavish  His  deepest  sympathy  on 
'him  that  hath  no  helper.'  " 

"  I  think  we  often  lose  Immensely  by  studying  doctrines  and 
principles,  instead  of  a  living  Christ." 

"  Only  tell  Him  you  wish  Him  to  employ  you,  and  He  will 
soon  give  you  enough  to  do." 

"  To  cease  from  man,  and  look  for  our  true  enjoyment  from  our 
God,  is  the  lesson  of  the  Christian  life." 

Digitized  by  VjOOv  Ltl 
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The  Traveller  in  the  Snow. — A  traveller  wai  crowing  a 
mountain  height  alone,  over  almost  untrodden  snow.  Warning 
bad  been  given  him  that  if  slumber  pressed  down  his  weary  eye- 
lids, they  would  inevitably  be  sealed  in  death.  For  a  time  he 
went  bravely  along  his  dreary  path ;  but  with  the  deepening 
shade  and  freezing  blast  at  night  there  fell  a  weight  upon  his 
brain  and  eyes  which  seemed  to  be  irresistible.  In  vain  he  tried 
to  reason  with  himself,  in  vain  he  strained  his  utmost  energies  to 
shake  off  that  fetal  heaviness.  At  this  crisis  of  his  fete,  hts  foot 
struck  against  a  heap  that  lay  across  his  path.  No  stone  was 
that,  although  no  stone  could  be  colder  or  more  lifeless.  He 
stooped  to  touch  it,  and  found  a  human  body,  half  buried  beneath 
a  fresh  drift  of  snow.  The  next  moment  the  traveller  had  taken  a 
brother  In  his  arms,  and  was  chafing  his  bands,  and  chest,  and 
brow ;  breathing  upon  the  stiff,  cold  lips  the  warm  breath  of  a 
living  soul ;  pressing  the  silent  heart  to  the  beating  pulse  of  his 
own  generous  bosom. 

The  effort  to  save  another  had  brought  back  to  himself  life,  and 
warmth,  and  energy.  He  was  a  man  a  gain,  instead  of  a  weak 
creature,  succumbing  to  despairing  helplessness,  drooping  down 
in  dreamless  sleep  to  die.  "  He  saved  a  brother,  and  was  saved 
himself." — English  Hearts  and  English  Hands. 

"  The  pretended  physical  philosophy  of  modern  days  strips 
man  of  all  his  moral  attributes,  or  holds  them  of  no  account  in 
the  estimate  of  his  origin  and  place  in. the  created  world.  A 
cold,  atheistical  materialism  is  the  tendency  of  the  so-called  ma- 
terial philosophy  of  the  present  day.  I  believe  Darwin  is  an 
atheist,  though  I  cannot  but  regard  his  materialism  as  atheistical ; 
because  it  ignores  all  rational  conception  of  a  final  cause.  I 
think  it'untrue,  because  opposed  to  the  obvious  course  of  nature, 
and  the  very  opposite  of  inductive  truth.  I  therefore  think  it 
intensely  mischievous. 

"  Any  startling  and  (supposed)  novel  paradox — maintained  very 
boldly,  and  with  an  imposing  plausibility,  derived  from  a  great 
array  of  facts,  all  interpreted  hypothetically — produces,  in  some 
minds,  a  kind  of  pleasing  excitement,  which  predisposes  them  in 
its  favor ;  and  if  they  are  unused  to  careful  reflection  and  averse 
to  the  labor  of  accurate  investigation,  they  will  be  likely  to  con- 
clude that  what  is  (apparently)  original  must  be  a  production  of 
original  genius,  and  that  anything  very  much  opposed  to  prevail- 
ing notions  must  be  a  grand  discovery — in  short,  that  whatever 
comes  from  the '  bottom  of  a  well'  must  be  '  truth,'  which  has 
been  long  hidden  there." —  Whately. 

A  skeptical  young  collegian  confronted  an  old  Quaker 
with  the  statement  that  he  did  not  believe  in  the  Bible.  Said 
the  Quaker : 

"  Does  thee  believe  in  France  t" 

"  Tea ;  though  I  have  not  seen  it  I  have  seen  others  who  have ; 
besides,  there  is  plenty  of  proof  that  such  a  country  does  exist." 

"  Then  thee  will  not  believe  anything  thee  or  others  have  not 
seenf" 

"  No ;  to  be  sure  I  won't." 

"  Did  thee  ever  see  thy  own  brains  ?" 

"No." 

"  Ever  see  anybody  that  did  V 

"No." 

"  Does  thee  believe  thee  has  any  r" 

"  I  can  conceive  a  distressed  but  virtuous  man,  surrounded  by 
his  children,  looking  up  to  him  for  bread,  when  he  has  none  to 
give  them,  sinking  under  the  last  day's  labor  and  unequal  to  the 
next,  yet  still  supported  by  confidence  in  the  hour  when  all  tears 
shall  be  wiped  from  the  eyes  of  affliction,  bearing  the  burden  laid 
upon  him  by  a  mysterious  Providence  which  he  adores,  and  an- 
ticipating, with  exultation,  the  revealed  promises  of  his  Creator, 
when  he  shall  be  greater  than  the  greatest,  and  happier  thansvhe 
happiest  of  mankind." — Lord  Ersktne. 

"  There  are  those  to  whom  a  sense  of  religion  has  come  in 
storm  and  tempest,  and  there  are  those  whom  it  has  summoned 
amid  scenes  of  revelry  and  idle  vanity ;  there  are  those  who  have 
heard  its  still,  small  voice  amid  rural  leisure  and  placid  content- 
ment. But,  perhaps,  the  knowledge  which  cometh  not  to  err  is 
most  frequently  impressed  upon  the  mind  during  seasons  of 
affliction ;  and  tears  are  the  softening  showers  which  cause  the 
seed  of  heaven  to  spring  and  take  root  in  the  human  heart."— Sir 
Walter  Scott. 

Perfect  Peace.— "  Glory  be  to  God  for  all  things,"  exclaimed 
Chrysostom,  when  dying  amid  the  cruel  harassing  of  his  guards. 

"  I  thank  God,"  said  Dr.  Watts,  in  his  old  age,  "  that  I  can  lie 
down  with  comfort  at  night,  not  being  solicitous  whether  I  awake 
in  this  world  or  another." 


Pretty  Sebmons.— I  am  tormented  with  the  desire  of  writing 
better  than  I  can.  I  am  tormented,  say  I,  with  the  desire  of 
preaching  better  than  I  can.  But  I  have  no  wish  to  make  fine, 
pretty  sermons.  Prettiness  is  well  enough  when  prettiness  is  in 
place.  I  like  to  see  a  pretty  child,  a  pretty  flower ;  but  in  ser- 
mons prettiness  is  out  of  place.  To  my  ear,  it  would  be  anything 
but  commendation  should  it  be  said  to  me :  "  Ton  have  given 
us  a  pretty  sermon." 

If  I  were  put  upon  trial  for  my  life,  and  my  advocate  should 
amuse  the  jury  with  tropes  and  figures,  or  bury  his  arguments 
beneath  a  profusion  of  flowers  of  his  rhetoric,  I  would  say  to  him : 
"  Tut,  man,  you  care  more  for  your  vanity  than  for  my  hanging.' 
Put  yourself  in  my  place— speak  in  view  of  the  gallows,  and  you 
will  tell  your  story  plainly  and  earnestly."  I  have  no  objections 
to  a  lady  winding  a  sword  with  ribbons,  and  studding  it  with 
roses,  as  she  presents  it  to  her  hero-lover ;  but  in  the  hour  of  bat- 
tle, he  will  tear  away  the  ornaments,  and  use  the  naked  edge  on 
the  enemy.— Robert  Hall. 


TRUST. 
I  know  not  if  or  dark  or  bright 

Shall  be  my  lot ; 
If  that  wherein  my  hopes  delight 

Be  best  or  not. 
It  may  be  mine  to  drag  for  years 

Toil's  heavy  chain ; 
Or,  day  and  night,  my  meat  be  tears 

On  bed  of  pain. 
Dear  feces  may  surround  my  hearth 

With  smiles  and  glee ; 
Or  I  may  dwell  alone,  and  mirth 

Be  strange  to  me. 
My  bark  is  wafted  from  the  strand 

By  breath  divine, 
And  on  the  helm  there  rests  a  hand 

Other  than  mine. 
One  who  has  known  in  storms  to  sail, 

I  have  on  board  ; 
Above  the  raging  of  the  gale 

I  have  my  Lord. 
He  holds  me  when  the  billows  smite ; 

I  shall  not  fell. 
If  sharp,  'tis  short ;  if  long,  'tis  light ; 

He  tempera  all. 
Safe  to  the  land  1 — safe  to  the  land  I 

The  end  is  this, 
And  then  with  Him  go  hand  in  hand 

Far  into  bliss. 


What  God  Hath  Wrought. — There  are  now  fifty-six  church 
organizations  in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  a  population  of  60,000, 
and  about  120  church  edifices,  built  by  themselves.  A  quarter  of 
a  million  of  dollars  would  not  replace  the  sanctuaries  which  the 

Cple  have  erected  since  they  came  out  of  their  Idolatrous 
thenism.  They  have  schools  also,  and  a  college,  female  acad- 
emies, and  a  theological  seminary.  As  large  a  proportion  of  the 
population  are  readers  as  in  any  one  of  the  most  favored  States  of 
our  own  land  All  but  three  of  their  churches  have  native  pas- 
tors settled  over  them,  some  of  them  being  men  of  decided  ability 
and  real  eloquence.  The  missionaries  themselves  and  intelligent 
travellers  are  accustomed  to  listen  to  their  discourses  with  inter- 
est and  profit.  And  these  are  the  children  of  naked  savages,  who 
had  no  books,  no  schools,  and  who  worshipped  dumb  Idols  only  a 
few  years  ago.  But  the  interest  of  these  infant  churches  in  send- 
ing the  Gospel  to  the  darker  regions  beyond  is  something  remark- 
able. One-fourth  part  of  their  ministry  are  foreign  missionaries 
laboring  in  the  Marquesan  and  Mlcroneslan  Islands.  Every 
church  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  is  expected  to  take  part  in  this 
work.  Every  church  of  the  fifty-six  made  its  contribution  the 
past  year  to  their  missionary  board,  setting  a  good  example  to 
the  churches  of  America.  What  portion  of  the  churches  in  our 
land  has  approximated  to  this  high  standard  1  In  some  cases, 
the  churches  have  given  on  an  average  three,  four,  five,  and  six 
dollars  to  a  member,  in  a  year,  for  the  cause  of  benevolence. 
Here,  also,  they  have  outstripped  older  churches  in  mote  favored 
lands.  Surely  the  labors  of  the  missionaries  in  the  Sandwich, 
Wand,  have  not  been  to  vain  to  t^j^ 
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A  WORD  WITH  OUR  MEMBERS. 

The  Association  Monthly  enters  upon  its  third  year  un- 
der increasingly  favorable  auspices.  Firmly  established  upon 
a  self-supporting  basis  not  only,  but  in  a  fair  way  to  contribute 
also  to  the  financial  resources  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  paper  may  be  deemed  a  success.  Hitherto  it  has  been  con- 
ducted solely  with  reference  to  the  peculiar  features  and  neces- 
sities of  the  Christian  Association  work.  It  has  been  our  rule 
to  make  The  Monthly  exclusively  the  exponent  of  all  that 
could  further  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the  cause  we  all 
have"  at  heart.  In  this  view,  its  conductors  have  enjoyed  the 
cooperation  and  confidence  of  our  members  generally,  and  have 
thereby  been  enabled  to  gather  and  disseminate,  among  the 
workers  in  this  field,  a  large  amount  of  useful  information,  whose 
value  has  been  gratefully  acknowledged  from  every  quarter. 
In  this  respect,  the  Executive  Committee  have  received  abun- 
dant evidence  of  the  satisfactory  result  of  their  efforts. 

The  time  appears  to  have  arrived  for  some  slight  modifica- 
tion of  that  strict  rale  which  heretofore  has  closed  our  col- 
umns to  almost  everything  that  did  not  bear  directly  upon  the 
Christian  Association  and  its  mission.    In  deference  to  opin- 


ions entitled  to  highest  respect,  it  is  now  proposed  to  open  tbe 
columns  of  The  Monthly  to  the  discussion  of  such  other  top- 
ics as  are  germane  to  the  Association  work.  Without  abating 
one  iota  of  the  old  devotion  to  the  work  among  young  men; 
without  admitting  for  an  instant  the  idea  of  subordinating  its 
claims  to  those  of  any  other  religious  or  social  scheme,  we 
purpose  to  add  certain  features  of  variety  and  attractiveness  to 
our  paper,  which  its  single  aim  thus  far  has  seemed  to  forbid.  It 
is  of  paramount  importance  that  The  Association  Monthxt 
should  become,  in  the  best  sense  of  the  word,  popular  as  well 
as  useful  among  our  members.  While  exclusively  devoted  to 
Association  news  and  Association  topics,  the  element  of  gen- 
eral popularity  has  necessarily  been  wanting.  This  want,  of 
which  no  critic  could  have  been  more  conscious  than  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  and  the  editor  themselves;  we  will  in 
future  endeavor  to  supply.  And  to  this  end  arrangements 
have  been  entered  into  which  promise  to  make  the  paper  a 
warmly  welcomed  visitor  in  the  families  of  our  members,  as  well 
as  an  indispensable  assistant  to  the  individual  workers  in  the 
associations. 

No  sudden  nor  startling  changes  need  be  looked  for,  however. 
The  ancient  landmarks  are  in  no  danger  of  being  removed. 
The  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  His  cross  will  continue  to  be 
told.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  will  still  be 
held  up  as  the  institution,  at  once  indispensable  and  sufficient 
as  the  supplement  of  the  church,  for  the  rescue  and  redemp- 
tion of  our  country's  young  men.  To  do  anything  less  or  other 
than  this  would  be  a  base  betrayal  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  the  Executive  Committee  by  those  who  appointed  them. 
But  if,  by  a  more  varied,  and  perhaps  more  cheerful,  presen- 
tation of  religious  truth,  we  can  reach  a  larger  circle  of  read- 
ers, and  commend  our  work  to  numbers  hitherto  indifferent  to 
its  charms  and  claims,  it  would  be  a  desertion  of  duty  not  to 
do  so.  This,  then,  is  all,  that  is  proposed;  nor  will  our  most 
conservative  reader  find  just  cause  of  complaint  about  the  way 
in  which  it  will  be  done.  We  feel  sure  as  to  what  would  be 
the  result  of  a  vote  on  this  question.  And,  now,  will  those 
Who  vote  "aye"  show  how  deeply  they  sympathize  with  the 
effort  to  put  our  paper  into  the  family  circle  of  all  our  mem. 
bers,  by  a  little  exertion  to  increase  our  subscription-list  ? 
Let  us  report  at  the  Lowell  Convention  a  circulation  of  fifty 
thousand  1 

Associations  often  become  weak  and  sickly,  and  at  last  per- 
ish, because  they  are  left  isolated,  and  do  not  enjoy  living, 
sympathetic  intercourse  with  neighboring  societies.  A  mes- 
sage of  good-cheer,  a  visit  from  those  engaged  in  similar 
work,  a  meeting  to  which  brethren  only  a  few  miles  off 
might  have  carried  the  infection  of  the  enthusiasm  which  was 
inspiring  their  own  work,  would  in  many  instances  have  swept 
an  association  safely  past  that  dangerous  point  where  their 
activity  and  existence  come  to  an  end,  and  whence,  thereafter, 
it  seems  impracticable  to  stir  them.  In  this  way  the  various 
churches  and  all  affiliated  societies  quicken  one  another  to  fresh 
zeal  and  activity. 

The  Association  Monthly  was  wisely  created  two  years  - 
ago  by  the  International  Convention  to  promote  this  object. 
The  first  year  it  gave  instructive  account  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  associations.    Daring  the  year  just  closed 
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to  an  ever-increasing  list  of  readers  and  subscribers  it  gave 
jet  more  valuable  information  of  nearly  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  our  societies,  and  the  coming  year,  with  pages  grow- 
ing in  interest,  it  promises  to  become  a  vital  bond  of  union 
among  the  Christian  young  men  engaged  in  our  work. 

There  are  other  indications  that  our  associations  are  becom- 
ing alive  to  the  importance  of  promoting  this  useful  intercom- 
munication. In  international  and  State  conventions,  at  Wash- 
ington, lost  May,  and  at  the  late  fall  conventions  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  New-York,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  and  Connec- 
ticut, money  was  raised  to  secure  a  general  visitation  of  the 
associations.  A  few  States  have  tried  this  method  in  past 
years  with  invariably  good  results,  and  have  now  raised  more 
money  than  ever  for  the  coming  year. 

The  Executive  Committee  have  already  commissioned  Mr. 
R.  C.  Morse,  the  former  editor  of  this  paper,  to  engage  in 
this  work.  He  spent  last  month  in  Connecticut,  and  in  con- 
cert with  the  Executive  Committee  of  that  State  has  already 
visited  the  leading  cities  and  some  of  the  smaller  towns,  as  has 
been  elsewhere  stated.  This  good  work  is  to  be  vigorously 
prosecuted  in  the  future. 

'"At  Natick  our  association  spent  money' before  raising  it, 
and  died.  Now  we  raise  the  money  before  spending  it,  and  the 
association  lives."  This  quarter-minute  speech  of  a  delegate  at 
the  last  Massachusetts  Convention  contains  better  instruction, 
and  more  of  it,  than  many  a  long  address  we  have  listened  to. 

It  states  very  simply  the  principle  that  lies  at  the  basis  of  all 
sound  financial  management.  When  enterprise,  or  push,  or  en- 
thusiasm carries  men  beyond  the  observance  of  this  rule,  disas- 
ter is  almost  insured;  disregard  of  the  law  of  gravitation  is  hard 
ly  more  heedless.  To  appreciate  this  requires  some  experience 
in  business,  or  in  the  making  and  the  use  of  money.  It  is  be- 
cause men  without  such  experience  have  so  often,  in  the  enthusi 
asm  of  the  moment,  hurried  the  newly-formed  association  into 
lavish  expenditure  and  debt,  that  its  epitaph  was  so  soon  writ- 
ten: "  Died  of  financial  mismanagement." 

To  avoid  such  mistakes,  it  is  manifestly  necessary  to  secure 
as  treasurer  and  upon  the  finance  committee,  competent  Chris- 
tian men  of  business.  Such  are  to  be  found — young  men  of  en- 
terprise and  integrity,  commanding  the  respect  of  the  communi- 
ty. The  knowledge  that  they  were  in  charge  of  the  finances 
would  invite  the  confidence  of  all,  while  their  experience  and 
capacity  would  prove  a  sure  safeguard  against  bankruptcy. 

We  would,  therefore,  urge  all  seeking  to  form  or  invigorate  as- 
sociations, to  enlist  in  their  financial  management  young  men 
who  add  to  their  faith  and  Christian  earnestness  that  knowledge 
of  business  and  enterprise  in  it  which  are  indispensable  in  the 
securing  and  proper  use  of  the  money  needed  for  the  society. 
,  The  number  of  such  young  men  who  tare  available  is  increas- 
ing. The  associations  are  yearly  commanding  more  attention. 
Genuine  interest,  too,  in  their  welfare  and  success  is  not  want- 
ing... Lot  us  be  prompt  to  take  advantage  of  this  blessing. 
Many  Christian  young  men  of  means  and  influence  will  be  found 
willing  to  manifest  this  interest  by  devoting  their  talents  and 
some  of  their  time  to  this  good  work  Seek  them  out.  Enlist 
them  in  the  cause,  and  you  cannot  fail  to  augment  both  the  re- 
sources and  usefulness  of  the  association. 


With  the  greetings  and  good  wishes  of  the  season,  we  offer 
to  our  members  the  New-Tear  issue  of  The  Monthly  for  1872. 
It  is  the  desire  and  the  design  of  the  Executive  Committee 
to  leave  nothing  undone  the  doing  of  which  will  advance  the 
usefulness,  the  value, ''and  the  attractiveness  of  The  Monthly. 
An  earnest  of  this  is  given. in  the  present  number,  in  the  form 
of  contributions  whose  writers*  if  named,  would  need  no  word 


of  introduction  to  the  Christian  public.  But  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  impersonality  in  the  literary  conduct 
of  The  Monthly,  we  could  attach  to  the  articles  in  this  num- 
ber several  well-known  names — with  titles  such  as  Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  New- York,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  journalist, 
etc. ;  and  this  is  but  the  initial  number  of  a  series.  Our  read- 
ers are  of  that  class,  we  assume,  who  know  a  good  thing  when 
they  see  it,  and  cannot  be  made  to  think  a  thing  good  merely 
because  a  good  name  sponsors  it.  It  is  expected  that,  with 
each  month  of  the  year  before  us,  some  new  and  pleasing  fea- 
ture will  distinguish  the  successive  issues  of  The  Monthly. 
Now,  will  not  our  members  second  our  endeavors  by  each 
doing  something  to  extend  the  circulation  of  the  paper! 


The  record  of  progress,  among  our  associations,  received  in 
December  an  additional  chapter  of  startling  interest,  in  the 
announcement  that  the  Boston  brethren  had  bought  the  Studio 
building  in  that  city,  for  the  purposes  of  their  work.  In 
another  column  we  give  the  particulars  of  the  purchase,  to* 
gether  with  the  association's  plans  for  the  future.  Need  we 
add  the  assurance  of  our  heartiest  sympathy  with  our  Boston 
members  in  this  their  zeal  for  the  Master's  glory  and  service! 
After  many  years  of  patient  waiting,  earnest  labor,  and  trust- 
ful prayer,  these  noble-spirited  brethren  have  come  to  enjoy 
the  earthly  reward  of  their  faith.  That  the  future  of  the 
Boston  association  will  continue  to  illustrate  all  that  is  beauti- 
ful in  religious  progress  we  cannot,  for  a  moment,  doubt.  And 
the  Christians  of  Boston  owe  to  themselves  and  to  their  chil- 
dren, and  to  the  future  of  their  city,  to  contribute  promptly 
and  liberally  whatever  sum  may  be  required  to  free  this  pio- 
neer Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  country  from  the 
incubus  of  an  inconvenient  debt.  Let  us  all  thank  God  and 
take  courage.  1 

The  New- York  State  Methodist  Convention,  at  its  session 
held  at  Syracuse,  on  December  6th,  adopted  the  following  res- 
olution, which,  as  $  concise  setting  forth  of  the  claims  of 
the  Church  upon  the  money  of  its  members,  has  rarely  been 
excelled: 

"  Retained,  First — We  reverently  acknowledge  God  as  the 
sovereign  proprietor  of  all  property. 

"  Second— He  intrusts  it  to  us  to  be  used  only  for  His  glory. 

"  Third — Dishonest  gains,  covetousness,  love  of  the  world, 
unscriptural  personal  adornment,  are  therefore  forbidden. 

"  Fourth— -Liberal  giving  in  a  Christian  spirit  is  the  highest 
economy  and  an  indispensable  means  of  grace.  1 

"  Fifth — Selfishness  in  the  use  of  property  produces  narrow* 
ness,  and  dishonesty  destroys  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Church. . 

"  Sixth — The  entire  consecration  of  property  is  a  most  press- 
ing demand  of  the  hour.  Grant  this  and  the  Church  will 
lift  her  noble  enterprises  to  the  highest  moral  grandeur,  and 
move  out  to  the  conquest  of  the  world. 

"Seventh — By  the  help  of  God,  and  referring  to  His  Holy 
Word  as  the  standard,  we  propose  from  this  time  forward,  by 
precept  and  example,  to  lead  the  Church  to  the  sincere  prac- 
tical consecration  of  all  property  to  the  service  and  work  of 
God."  , 


A  cobbespondent,  whose  opinion  is  based  on  both  obser-  - 
vation  and  experience,  speaking  of  the  plan  of  Y.  M  C.  A. 
work,  which  finds  expression  in  the  cottage  prayer-meeting,' 
says:  "I  am  more  and  more  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
these  meetings  are  the  providential  agency  for  preparing  the 
way  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  here  (Connecticut).  They  are  not  as 
precarious  as  I  supposed,  and  by  a  system  of  encouraging  visi- 
tation they  may  be  invigorated  sufficiently  to  keep  the  organ- 
ization in  robust  condition  until  the  larger  cities  do  their  duty 
and  exhibit  to  the  State  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  an  institution 
with  a  house  and  a  soul  that  it  can  call  its  own."  The  same 
intelligent  observer  mentions  that  a  great  power  for  good 
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among  the  New-England  associations  visited  by  him  has  been 
the  custom  of  intercommunication,  by  visits  and  correspondence, 
between  neighboring  associations.  In  some  instances  it  has 
been  a  means  of  great  spiritual  good,  and  is  usually  a  source  of 
encouragement  and  strength  to  all  parties. 

Thk  greed  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  been  so  insatiable  in 
New- York,  and  their  success  so  great  in  securing  gifts  of  land 
and  money  for  the  support  of  their  institutions,  that  it  has 
seemed  desirable  to  amend  the  State  constitution,  as  a  means 
of  preventing  all  such  diversion  of  public  property  in  future. 
It  is  understood  that  all  the  Protestant  denominations  would 
be  willing  to  see  such  a  divorcement  of  Church  and  State  as  an 
amendment  like  the  following  would  secure : 

"No  gift,  loan,  or  appropriation  of  public  money  or  proper- 
ty shall  be  authorized  or  made  by  the  Legislature,  or  Dy  the 
corporate  authorities  of  any  county,  city,  town,  or  other  mu- 
nicipal organization,  to  or  in  favor  of  any  institution,  associa- 
tion, or  object,  which  is  under  ecclesiastical  or  sectarian  man- 
agement or  control." 

It  will  be  remembered  by  many,  that  the  New-York  Associ- 
ation not  long  ago  declined  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand 
dollars  made  by  the  State  Legislature  to  its  treasury.  As  no 
such  aid  had  been  sought,  and  as  the  grant  seemed  so  trans- 
parent a  cover  for  immense  donations  to  the  Romanists,  the 
New-York  brethren,  in  a  dignified  and  manly  letter,  declined 
the  bribe.  Should  the  proposed  movement  be  successful,  it 
will  only  add  another  instance  to  the  many  where  our  Associa- 
tions have  been  pioneers. 

During  the  month  of  December,  Mr.  R.  C.  Morse  has  been 
--actively  engaged  in  visiting  the  associations  in  Connecticut. 
Bis  reports  are  mainly  of  a  cheering  character.    We  quote 
•from  one  of  his  recent  letters : 

"The  situation  in  Connecticut  seems  to  be  this:  a  hearty- 
working  union  sentiment  has  been  roused  in  various  places, 
notably  in  New-London.  The  Christian  young  men  have  got 
together,  but  almost  without  exception  are  doing  simply  mis- 
■sionary  work.  But  it  is  work  which  as  yet  the  Church  cannot 
■do. 

"The  want  of  Connecticut  is,  several  working  Y.  M.  C.  As- 
sociations in  the  larger  towns,  to  embody  and  exhibit  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  a  distinct,  peculiar  institution,  continuing,  of 
'course,  the  religious  work  as  long  as  the  churches  cannot  or 
will  not  take  it  up.  If  young  men,  already  unified  by  Chris- 
tian work  and  commanding  the  confidence  of  the  churches, 
■are  to  do  this  work  firtt,  then  New-London  is  the  city  to  set 
%he  example."  ,x  m 

We  "will  esteem  it  a  great  favor  if  our  members  everywhere 
wiQ  give  us  prompt  and  full  information  respecting  all  assochv- 
taonal  matters  coming  to  their  knowledge.  Local  papers,  con- 
taining reports  of  meetings  or  references  to  association  work, 
WiH  be  specially  welcome.  To  a  large  degree  we  are  depend- 
ent upon  the  kind  offices  of  others,  in  just  this  direction,  for 
the  means  of  making  Thk  Monthly  a  faithful  record  of  what 
the  associations  are  doing  or  planning ;  and  only  as  our  friends 
cooperate  with  us  in  the  effort  to  make  The  Monthly  neces- 
sary (because  of  its  news)  and  attractive  (on  account,  of  its  con- 
tributed matter)  can  the  paper  fulfil  its  appointed  mission. 
Will  every  reader  please  consider  this  a  personal  invitation,  and 
look  upon  all  association  news  in  his  own  locality  (which  can 
have  in  any  sense  a  general  application)  as  worthy  of  prompt 
transmission  to  The  Association  Monthly?  And  this,  too, 
not  only  during  this  month  but  all  through  the  year. 

The  Firm  Annual  'Convention  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  or 
the  Maritime  Provinces  was  held  last  July  in  St.  John, 
N.  B.,and  duly  reported  in  our  columns.  The  proceedings  have 
since  reached  us  in  pamphlet  form.    It  appears  that  184  dele- 


gates were  present,  representing  44  associations,  83  of  which, 
were  in  Nova  Scotia.  There  were  also  over  80  visiting  dele- 
gates, including  .several  from  Boston,  New- York,  and  Port- 
land. At  the  close  of  this  pamphlet,  the  statistical  reports  of 
56  associations  are  tabulated.  Six  have  building  funds.  The 
Charlottetown  building  is  now  almost  completed.  All  but 
six  have  Bible-classes.  All  but  fifteen,  have  given  lectures. 
The  work  in  these  provinces  seems  to  have  been  fruitful  the 
past  year  as  never  before. 


The  Wisconsin  State  Sunday-School  Association — Mr. 
H.  J.  Cowles,  President — has  an  agent  in  the  field  who 
has  been  visiting,  during  November  and  December,  twenty- 
six  places  in  Wisconsin,  to  arouse  and  educate  a  more  intel- 
ligent enthusiasm  in  the  Sunday-school  work. 

This  is  just  what  our  Y.  M.  C.  associations  in  every  State 
should  be  doing  to  promote  their  own  growth.  In  the  Con- 
ventions of  Pennsylvania,  New-York,  Massachusetts,  Vermont, 
Connecticut,  and  Ohio,  funds  have  just  been  raised  for  this 
purpose.  Let  suitable  men  be  quickly  secured,  and  it  will  be 
demonstrated  in  this  year  even  more  convincingly  than  in  the 
past  that  money  thus  expended  is  greatly  blessed  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  Christ  among  young  men. 


Oub  members  will  do  well  to  remember,  in  their  sympathy 
and  prayers,  the  brethren  of  the  Washington  association, 
who,  at  this  season,  are,  as  it  were,  in  the  forefront  of  the 
battle.  We  enjoyed  their  Christian  hospitality  in  their  day 
of  comparative  leisure ;  let  us  not  forget  them  now  that  they 
are  busily  engaged  in  the  active  operations  of  their  important 
field.  Let  it  be  our  earnest  prayer  that  the  Master  will  recog- 
nize and  make  use  of  these  brethren  as  instruments  of  awak- 
ening a  deep  spiritual  interest  just  where  it  is  needed  most, 
and  at  a  time,  too,  which  would  seem  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate. That  the  Washington  brethren  will  faithfully  admin- 
ister their  responsible  trust  we  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt. 


Oub  members  at  Syracuse  are  doing  good  service  in  a  cru- 
sade against  the  venders  of  licentious  literature.  Acting  un- 
der legal  advice,  the  association  raised  a  committee  to  act  in 
this  direction,  and,  after  obtaining  all  needed  evidence,  the 
Grand  Jury's  aid  was  invoked,  and  ten  of  the  dealers  in  ob- 
scenity indicted.  We  trust  that  the  good  work  will  go  on 
unto  perfection;  and  to  all  the  associations  in  our  large  cities, 
we  say :  "Go  and  do  likewise." 

"The  association  at  Mlddletown,  Conn.,  which  in  former 
years  was  very  active,  but  latterly  has  been  languishing  out  of 
life,:  was  (very  appropriately)  revived  on  November  80th, 
Thanksgiving-day.  We  hope  to  hear  a  good  account  of  this 
association  henceforth.  But  If  they  mean  to  stay  alive,  let 
them  find  the  means  of  encaging  themselves  in  a  permanent 
home  of  their  own.  Associations  which  own  their  building 
never  die— they  can't  afford  to. 


Mb.  R.  C.  Mobse  reports  that  there  appear  to  be  obstacles,  at 
present  insurmountable,  in  the  way  of  reorganizing  the  mori- 
bund Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Norwich,  Conn.  If  the  goad  people  of 
that  pleasant  city  only  knew  how  truly  their  own  interests  are 
dependent  upon  a  live,  working  Christian  association,  there 
would  be  a  society  organized  and  permanently  endowed  in 
Norwich  before  spring. 

A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  just  been  or- 
ganized in  Hunter's  Point,  with  R.  H.  Hume,  President;  W. 
T.  Johnson,  Vice-President:  W.  H.  J.(Seiberg,  principal  ot 
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the  Banter's  Point  school,  Secretary;  Charles  Brigg,  Treas- 
urer, and  J.  H.  Foster,  Librarian. 


We  learn  that  the  association  at  Danielsonville,  Conn., 
which  died  of  splurge,  is  soon  to  be  revived,  with  the  single 
ambition  of  working  for  Christ  among  young  men. 


Efforts  are  making  toward  the  organization  of  a  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  at  Willimantic,  Conn.    The  first  steps  in  this  direction 
.  have  been  taken  by  starting  neighborhood  prayer-meetings. 


THE  BOSTON  ASSOCIATION  BAS  A  HOME  OP  ITS  OWN. 
Fob  the  past  eight  months  the  officers  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  have  been  endeavoring  to  purchase  a 
suitable  site  upon  which  to  erect  a  building.  With  this  pur- 
pose they  went  so  far  as  to  make  an  offer  for  a  large  property 
on  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Hollis  streets,  having  a  front  of 
124  feet  on  the  former  street.  They  had  previously  attempted 
to  purchase  land  on  Tremont-street  north  of  Boylston-street, 
but  failed  to  find  two  contiguous  estates  which  were  purchas- 
able. The  negotiations  for  the  property  at  the  corner  of  Hol- 
lis-street  failed  on  account  of  a  trifling  difference  as  to  the 
price.  Attention  was  then  turned  to  the  Studio  building,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  buildings  in  the  city,  which  has  paid  in 
rents  ten  per  cent,  since  its  erection.  But  before  a  bargain 
could  be  effected  with  the  proprietors,  it  was  bought  by  Mr. 
Cyrus  Wakefield  for  the  sum  of  $505,000.  This  occurred  a 
few  weeks  ago.  With  great  generosity  Mr.  Wakefield  has 
now  consented  to  transfer  the  estate  to  the  association,  at  but 
little  more  than  the  sum  which  he  paid.  And  in  doing  so,  Mr. 
Wakefield  claims  that  he  has  given  the  association  eighty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  as  he  holds  that  the  building  is  worth  at 
least  $600,000.  The  transfer  will  take  place  on  the  first  of 
January.  Plans  have  already  been  prepared  for  the  alteration 
of  the  building  for  occupancy  by  the  association.  The  eight 
stores  on  Tremont  and  Bromfield  streets  will  be  rented  as  at 
present,  and  all  the  rooms  for  the  association  will  be  on  the 
second  floor.  These  will  be  very  ample.  The  three  rooms 
over  the  entrance  will  be  converted  into  office  and  reception 
rooms.  At  the  right  will  be  the  large  reading-room,  86  feet 
by  45  feet  in  size,  and  extending  to  the  corner  of  the  build- 
ing. In  the  rear  will  be  the  library-rooms,  with  capacity  for 
sixteen  thousand  volumes.  Adjoining  this  will  be  three  class- 
rooms, and  on  the  other  side  of  the  stairway  a  small  hall  will 
be  finished  off,  capable  of  holding  two  hundred  people.  The 
large  hall  formerly  known  as  the  Tremont  Theatre,  and  now 
a  carpet-store,  will  be  used  as  a  hall  for  meetings.  This  will 
hold  seven  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  and  will  have  an  en- 
trance from  what  is  known  as  the  "Music  Hall  entrance." 
Beneath  this  will  be  the  gymnasium,  80  feet  by  64  feet.  The 
floor  will  be  sunk  to  the  cellar,  giving  the  room  a  height  of 
24  feet.  It  will  have  a  gallery  all  around.  Another  good 
feature  proposed  is  a  popular  restaurant,  which  is  to  be  opened 
under  the  auspices  of  the  association,  on  the  Bromfield-street 
side  of  the  building.  Even  with  this  large  amount  of  space 
devoted  to  the  association,  it  is  expected  that  about  $44,000 
will  be  realized  from  rents,  and  when  the  leases  which  have  been 
running  since  the  building  was  erected  expire,  the  amount  will 
be  much  larger.  The  assets  of  the  association  when  the  sale  was 
negotiated  were  about  $60, 000,  and  have  already  been  increased 
to  about  $100,000  by  subscription.  Several  merchants,  among 
whom  are  James  M.  Beebe  and  Benjamin  E.  Bates,  have  given 
$5000"  each.  An  effort  is  to  be  made  to  pay  off  half  the  cost 
of  the  building  at  once,  and  the  income  from  rents  will  then 
be  sufficient  to  rapidly  extinguish  the  mortgage. — Boston  Ad- 
vertiser. 


THE  CASE  STATED  PLAINLY. 

Is  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  of 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  we  find  the  following  practi- 
cal and  significant  remarks  in  an  address  delivered  by  Cephas 
Brainerd,  Esq.,  of  New- York. : 

"The  young  men  of  America  are  the  most  tempted,  the 
least  cared  for,  and  the  most  important  class  in  this  land.  Un- 
til the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  twenty  years  ago, 
took  up  the  work  of  reaching  this  class  of  the  community, 
there  had  never  been  an  organized  effort  put  forth  to  save 
them.  In  the  land  in  which  I  live,  and  in  the  land  where  you 
live,  these  young  men  control  the  destinies  of  the  country. 
They  manage  the  political  machinery  in  our  cities  and  States ; 
they  control  the  elections ;  they  rope  in  voters ;  they  help  to 
fold  the  tickets  and  carry  on  the  machinery  of  a  political  par- 
ty. They  are  young  men  whom  the  old  heads  manage,  and 
whom  they  make  drill-sergeants  of  a  party  that  disgraces  civi- 
lization. We  want  reform.  We  want  to  effect  amongst  young 
men  a  reform  that  will  consecrate  heart  and  life  to  Christ. 
Until  we  accomplish  that  reform,  your  institutions  and  ours 
— civil,  political,  and  religious — are  in  peril.  And  as  the 
young  men  of  America  are  beyond  all  others  the  controlling 
agents  in  all  our  institutions,  I  ask  Christian  men  and  women 
what  greater  thing  they  can  do  for  the  land  they  love,  and  for 
the  cause  of  their  Saviour  and  Master  among  that  class,  than 
to  stand  by  their  associations  with  their  money,  their  influence, 
and  their  prayers?  These  associations  are  striving  to  reach 
and  save  our  young  men.  Said  one  of  the  largest  contributors 
to  our  home  in  New- York,  on  seeing  our  subscription-list :  '  I 
am  willing  to  give  $26,000  to  see  that  building  erected  in  our 
city.'  Now,  my  Christian  friends,  wo  must  be  content  to 
work  for  the  future,  remembering  always  that  we  are  of  the 
present.  We  must  be  content  to  sow  the  seed  and  leave  the 
rest  to  God.  When  we  began  this  work  eighteen  years  ago, 
in  New- York,  I  don't  think  anybody  supposed  that  we  would 
live  to  see  any  return.  But  what  has  been  done?  More  than 
half  a  million  of  dollars  given  to  this  work  of  Christ,  although 
doubters  said  we  could  never  get  the  money  together.  But 
we  were  content  to  do  our  best,  and  tho  result  is  that  God  has 
given  to  us  our  beautiful  home.  He  has  blessed  us  beyond 
our  largest  expectations.  He  has  given  to  us  hosts  of  active 
members,  and  troops  of  friends  who  favor  our  society;  and  He 
has  also  given  us  the  souls  of  many  young  men,  rescued  by 
this  instrumentality  from  ruin.  But  if  I  speak  of  our  building 
in  New- York,  I  may  also  say  that  I  don't  believe  there  is  a 
place  on  this  continent  where  Christian  young  men  may  not 
have  a  building  in  all  respects  adequate  to  the  work  God 
has  given  them  to  do.  You  remember,  Mr.  President,  when 
there  were  only  twenty-three  associations  in  existence  on  this 
continent — in  fact,  fewer  associations  were  represented  in  the 
first  General  Convention  than  attend  this  Convention  of  the 
Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.  I  am  proud  to  say  that 
now  no  fewer  than  750  associations  dot  this  continent.  To- 
day nearly  two  millions  of  money  belongs  to  this  Association 
in  buildings  and  building  funds.  To-day  more  than  150,000 
young  men  have  their  names  enrolled  on  our  lists  of  member- 
ship. Not  many  days  ago  there  was  gathered  in  Washington 
a  convention  presided  over  by  one  of  your  men,  and  there 
were  present  nearly  eight  or  nine  hundred  delegates  from  as 
many  associations.  Yes,  the  work  goes  on  bravely.  Let  us 
take  heart.  These  young  men  who  walk  your  streets  are  to  be 
reached  by  the  words  of  the  Saviour  spoken  in  gentleness. 
We  are  doing  the  work  of  Jesus;  He  has  blessed  us  beyond 
our  largest  expectations,  and  we  are  justified  by  the  past  in 
looking  hopefully  to  the  future.  Let  the  aim  of  all  the  associ- 
ations be  to  work  for  Christ — their  blessed  Master." 


"  rU  take  what  Fattier  takes."—"  What  will  yon  take 
to  drink  ?"  asked  a  waiter  of  a  young  lad,  who,  for  the  first  time, 
accompanied  his  father  to  a  public  dinner.  Uncertain  what  to 
say,  and  feeling  sure  that  he  could  not  be  wrong  if  he  followed 
liia  father's  example,  he  replied :  "  I'll  take  what  father  takes." 
The  answer  reached  the  father's  ear,  and  instantly  the  full  re- 
sponsibility  of  his  position  flashed  upon  him.  "  Waiter,  I'll  take 
water."  And  from  that  day  to  this,  strong  drink  has  been  ban- 
ished from  that  man's  home. 


No  person  ever  got  stung  by  hornets  who  kept  away 
where  they  were ;  it  is  just  so  with  bad  habits. 
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Jf  ncifttnis  from  %  ^rager-gjetting. 

FsoM  Comspondlnf  Members  of  our  Committee,  from  Secretaries  tad  other  officers  of 
the  Associations,  and  from  ml)  Interested  Id  our  dally  or  weekly  |>niyer-mectlrifr«,  we  will 
weleome  (or  this  department  Instructive  Incidents  occurring;  or  uarrated  In  any  of  these 


Joy  in  Believing. — At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  cus- 
tomary opportunity  was  given  for  any  who  desired  the  prayers  of 
God's  people,  to  express  their  desire.  Among  several  who  have 
•*  risen  at  different  times,  was  a  young  man  who  had  been  very 
deeply  concerned  about  his  condition,  and  had  been  struggling  in 
the  dark  for  a  long  time.  The  light  had  at  last  begun  to  dawn 
upon  him.  On  the  following  Sunday  he  gave  himself  to  the  Mas- 
ter, and  his  joy  was  so  great  as  the  Saviour's  love  filled  his  soul, 
that  he  exclaimed :  "  How  could  I  stay  away  so  long!" 

[T.  M.  C.  A.  Saturday-night  meeting,  Buffalo,  N.  T. 


Prayer  Answered. — Our  work  is  very  delightful.  The 
prayer-meetings  were  never  so  largely  attended.  One  evening 
last  week,  as  many  went  away  as  were  able  to  come  into  the 
loom.  A  lady  has  j  ust  been  telling  me  ho w  she  at  last  persuaded 
her  husband  to  attend  the  meeting.  In  the  sacred  atmosphere  of 
prayer  he  was  awakened  to  a  sense  of  his  need  of  Christ,  and 
went  home  to  pray.  He  has  since  become  a  Christian,  and  at- 
tributes the  happy  change  to  God's  blessing  on  that  service. 

[D»ll 7  Meeting,  T.  M.  0.  A,  Washington,  D. C. 


The  Drunkard  Beached.— Passing  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

rooms,  I  chanced  into  the  room  where  they  were  holding  a  prayer- 
moeting.  While  there,  a  young  man  partially  intoxicated  was  at- 
tracted by  the  singing,  and  came  in.  He  said  he  had  a  good 
place  in  the  city,  a  pleasant  family,  and  he  wanted  to  break  off 
the  habit  which  was  ruining  him,  and  wanted  to  join  that  com- 
pany. The  young  men  helped  him  with  sympathy,  took  up  the 
case  with  earnestness,  and  as  the  result  of  this  timely  aid,  the 
man  hopefully  reformed. 


Torek  Essentials  to  bk  Sought  in  Pbateb.— "  1.  Seek  for 
the  influence  of  the  Spirit  in  each  special  act  of  prayer. 

"  2.  Seek  for  union  of  mind  with  God's  mind  in  your  desires. 

"  8.  Seek  for  entire  resignation  to  God  in  the  way  He  chooses 
to  answer  your  prayer." 


"  LOVEST  THOU  ME  r 
John  21 :  15-17. 
"  LovBST  thou  me  1"  I  hear  my  Saviour  say. 
Would  that  my  heart  had  power  to  answer,  "  Tea, 
Thou  knowest  all  things.  Lord,  in  heaven  above 
And  earth  beneath ;  thou  knowest  that  I  love." 
But  'tis  not  so ;  in  word,  in  deed,  in  thought, 
I  do  not,  cannot  love  Thee  as  I  ought. 
Thy  love  must  give  the  power,  Thy  love  alone ; 
There's  nothing  worthy  of  Thee  but  Thine  own. 
Lord,  with  the  love  wherewith  Thou  lovest  me, 
Reflected  on  Thyself,  I  would  love  Thee. 

— Montgomery. 


THE  DAT  OP  PRATER. 

The  number  of  reports  received  from  associations,  on  their 
observance  of  the  Day  of  Prayer,  has  been  this  year  unprecedent- 
edly  large.  The  general  interest  awakened  in  the  cause  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  and  their  work,  by  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the 
evangelical  churches  in  the  services  of  the  day,  will,  we  trust,  be 
permanent  throughout  the  various  communities  in  which  our 
associations  are  located.  The  general  object  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A. 
is  one  that  binds  it  closely  to  the  church,  and  at  no  time  is 
this  bond  drawn  more  close  than  when  both  unite  in  prayer  for 
blessings  upon  all  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  young  men,  and  at 
no  time  so  apparent  as  in  the  general  observance  of  the  Day  of 


Prayer.    We  give  below  additional  reports  received  from  the 
various  associations  up  to  the  present  time. 

Front  the  Howard  University  Association,  Wash- 
ington, D,  C,  comes  the  following  cheering  report :  "  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  request  of  the  Executive  Committee,  arrange- 
ments were  made  in  our  association  to  hold  prayer-meeting' 
three  times  on  the  day  set  apart,  and  to  keep  it  as  a  day  of  sacred 
devotion  and  prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  His  blessing  upon  these 
associations.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  half-past  five  o'clock 
A.M.  Short  addresses  were  delivered  by  many  of  the  brethren 
with  respect  to  the  scope,  the  success,  and  the  labors  of 
these  associations,  and  fervent  prayers  were  offered  to  God  for 
His  blessing  upon  them  during  this  year.  The  heart  of  every 
member  seemed  to  be  alive  with  the  Holy  Spirit  No  time  was 
allowed  to  pass  unimproved ;  but  every  brother  and  sister  was 
heartily  engaged  in  the  work,  and  some  one  was  always  ready  to 
kneel  in  prayer,  or  to  rise  and  speak  for  the  Master.  The  second 
meeting  was  held  at  eleven  A.M.  At  the  closing,  all  Christiana 
were  made  to  rejoice  in  God  for  His  wonderful  and  merciful 
dealings  with  man.  Many  of  the  unconverted  expressed  a  desire 
for  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the  meeting.  The  third  meeting 
was  held  at  two  P.  H.  Interesting  exhortations  were  made  by 
Dr.  Reaves,  of  Philadelphia,  and  many  young  brethren  of  the 
association.  Before  the  exercises  were  brought  to  a  close,  many 
young  men  stood  up  and  made  a  public  confession  of  their  desire 
to  live  and  work  for  Christ  Though  there  are  no  converts  to 
report  as  the  result  of  these  meetings,  we  feel  that  they  will  turn 
out  good  for  us  at  the  University.  As  Christians,  our  hearts  have 
been  revived,  and  many  of  our  young  people  have  begun  to  seek 
Christ.  In  our  association,  after  the  Washington  Convention,  we 
had  a  glorious  revival,  and  over  thirty  members  were  added  to 
our  number.  We  trust  that  even  better  results  may  follow  these 
meetings.  The  Christian  association  of  Howard  University  is 
yet  small ;  but  we  are  fighting  for  the  Master,  and  we  desire  an 
interest  in  the  prayers  of  all  similar  associations." 

Janesvitte,  Wis.— The  following  remark  of  our  corre- 
spondent is  worthy  of  much  notice  and  earnest  thought:  "  We 
have  been  aroused  to  increased  activity  by  the  observance,  in  a 
special  manner,  of  the  second  Sabbath  of  this  month ;  and  now 
rejoice  that  it  was  so  set  apart,  and  trust  that  many  others  have 
also  been  blessed."  An  extra  prayer-meeting  was  held  in  the 
afternoon,  which  was  crowded.  In  the  evening  two  union  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches,  all  others 
being  closed  for  the  occasion.  Both  were  so  large  and  impressive 
that  special  meetings  were  held  on  the  evenings  of  the  Sunday 
and  Monday  following ;  both  attended  by  young  men,  and  giving 
much  encouragement  to  continue  such  special  efforts.  '*• 

Dartmouth,  2f.  #.— A  prayer-meeting  was  held  in  the  hall 
of  the  association.  Announcement  of  the  meeting  having  pre- 
viously been  given  in  all  the  Protestant  churches  of  the  place, 
the  hall  was  well  filled.  The  need  of  earnest  prayer  on  the  part 
of  the  members  of  the  association  and  of  the  community  was 
dwelt  upon  in  a  brief  address  by  the  Secretary,  L.  A  Chesly, 
and  reasons  for  encouragement  and  thankfulness  to  God,  on  the 
part  of  the  association,  were  strongly  urged  by  Alex.  James 
Many  earnest  prayers  were  offered  up,  and  since  then  a  course  of 
prayer-meetings,  at  the  same  place,  has  been  conducted;  and  tho 
association  seems  to  have  received  a  fresh  impetus. 

Tiffin,  O.— Mr.  J.  R  Umsted,  Corresponding  Secretary,  writes : 
"We  held  a  union  prayer-meeting  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  good  de- 
gree of  interest ;  and  union  services  in  the  evening,  consisting 
largely  of  short  addresses.  Sufficient  time  has  now  passed  to  en- 
able as  to  j  udge  somewhat  of  the  effect  I  do  not  hesitate  in  say- 
ing that  the  results  are  much  better,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  than 
we  had  hoped.'  Our  daily  prayer-meetings  are  better  attended  than 
for  many  weeks  before  they  were  discontinued  last  spring.  They 
were  renewed  the  day  following  the  Day  of  Prayer— our  attend- 
ance  now  averaging  about  thirty  »zedt 
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Columbus,  O, — The  day  was  observed  very  generally  In  the 
evangelical  churches  throughout  the  city,  and  In  four,  sermons 
were  preached  with  special  reference  to  young  men.  In  the  af- 
ternoon, the  T.  M.  C.  A.  Union  prayer-meeting  was  very  largely 
attended  by  persons  of  all  ages  and  denominations.  The  room 
was  full  to  overflowing,  and  the  hour  spent  in  earnest,  fervent 
prayer  for  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  and  young  men  generally.  The  ob- 
servance of  the  day  seems  to  have  renewed  the  strength  of  the 
association,  and  added  increased  vigor  to  its  work. 

Newark,  N.  J".— A  correspondent  writes:  "The  day  was 
observed  by  our  association,  and  by  the  churches  throughout  the 
city,  by  special  invitation  through  the  press  and  pulpit.  Many 
earnest  prayers  were  addressed  to  the  throne  of  grace  for  bless- 
ings upon  the  efforts  made  by  our  associations  for  the  young.  Six 
hundred  persons  met  in  our  hall  at  the  afternoon  service,  which 
was  earnest  and  impressive ;  and  we  believe  that  such  impres- 
sions were  made  as  will  lead  to  the  conversion  of  the  souls  of 
many  of  those  present." 

Freeport,  HI. — The  secretary  of  the  association  sends  the 
following  report :  "  It  was  our  pleasure  and  privilege  to  join  with 
our  brethren  all  over  the  world  on  Sunday,  November  12th,  in 
asking  God's  blessing  on  this  great  work.  The  rooms  at  our 
usual  Sunday-afternoon  meeting  were  filled,  and  God  truly  was 
with  us." 

In  Halifax,  2f.  &— The  usual  Sabbath-afternoon  service 
of  the  association  was  transferred  to  a  large  hall,  which  was 
crowded  to  excess.  The  greater  part  of  the  congregation  was 
composed  of  young  people  of  both  sexes.  .  The  service  was  an 
.  interesting  one,  and  the  hope  is  that  it  may  prove  a  profitable 
one. 

Portsmouth,  2T.  H.— Prayer-meetings  were  held  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon  in  the  r  ooms  of  thej  association.  Much 
interest  was  manifested,  the  feeling  being  that  there  was  work 
to  do,  and  that  it  should  be  done. 

Windsor,  N.  8. — A  large  and  interesting  meeting  of  earnest 
solemnity  was  held  in  the  association — all  present  feeling  the 
need,  and  praying  for  that  blessing  which  God  alone  can  bestow. 

Attoona,  Pa. — Nearly  all  of  the  churches  joined  with  the  as- 
sociation in  their  observance  of  the  day,  the  pastors  fervently 
praying  for  the  success  of  the  T.EC.1  work. 

San  Francisco,  Col.— Services  were  held  in  the  hall  of 
the  association,  having  special  reference  to  the  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  throughout  the  world. 

Lucas,  O. — At  the  meeting  of  the  association,  a  direct  ap- 
peal was  made  to  young  men,  and  special  earnest  prayer  offered 
for  their  conversion. 
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Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  irin  be  specially  welcome : 
1.  Mew  features  in  tbe  work. 
3.  Mews  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  Incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  individuals. 
B.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  hare  been  achieved. 
t3f  Communications  should  reach  our  office  before  the  middle  of  the  month 

In  order  to  secure  prompt  insertion. 


Thb  following  letter  has  been  received  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee from  the  association  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  England, 
under  date  of  November  15th,  1871 : 

"  Deab  Brethbek  :  In  accordance  with  custom,  we  observed 
Sunday,  13th  inst.,  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  to  our  God  and 
Father  for  His  blessing  on  associations  throughout  the  world,  and 
I  believe  we  will  not  readily  forget  our  meetings.  ' 

"  On  Saturday  night,  at  our  usual  prayer-meeting,  we  had  the 
subject  before  us  in  prayer  for  the  meetings  on  the  morrow,  and 
on  Sunday,  at  nine  A,v,,  we  held  a  special  meeting,  at  which 
we  supplicated  for  divine  assistance  (remembering  our  Chicago 
brethren  especially)  for  ourselves  and  all  our  brethren. 

"  At  the  Bible-class,  at  three  p.m.,  we  also  made  request  for  the 
associations,  although  we  did  not  make  it  a  special  meeting. 

"Wishing  you  all  the  blessings  of  the  children- of  God,  and 
trusting  that  you  had  many  joyful  meetings  in  America, 
"  I  am,  dear  brethren,  yours  in  the  one  Lord, 

_. "W.M.  Hudsom,  Hon.  Sec" 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  Yarmouth  (N.  8.)  Associa- 
tion.— The  Yarmouth  Y.  M.  C.  A.  held  its  annual  meeting  on 
the  evening  of  October  2d,  at  which  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year,  together  with  the  different  commit- 
tees of  the  association  : 

Irwfefcnt— Freeman  Dennis. 
Viet-Pnridinls— T.  M.  Lewis  and  S.  F.  Raymond. 
Secretary— 8.  P.  Raymond. 
Treasurer— Jothn*  Hnestis. 

This  meeting  is  Btated  to  have  been  one  of  the  largest 
assemblages  ever  witnessed  in  Yarmouth,  Held  in  Byerson's  Hall, 
every  part,  including  standing-room,  was  crowded.  Freeman 
Dennis,  Esq.,  President  of  the  association,  occupied  the  chair.  The 
large  platform  was  occupied  by  the  various  clergymen  of  the 
town  and  by  the  Choral  Union,  which,  accompanied  by  the  fine 
organ  of  the  Society,  led  off  with  the  familiar  international  an- 
them of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  "  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name,"  to 
the  tune  of  "  Coronation."  Prayer  was  offered  by  Bev.  Mr.  Wal- 
lace. Eloquent  speeches,  on  behalf  of  the  interests  of  young 
men  and  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  were  delivered  by 
Bev.  Messrs.  Shenton,  Day,  Christie,  Porter,  McGregor,  Lathern, 
and  Campbell. 

From  the  sensible  speech  of  the  President  we  extract  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  remarks.  Thanking  our  heavenly  Father  for 
His  manifold  blessings  and  tender  mercies,  especially  manifested 
in  the  prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  association  during  the  past  year, 
Brother  Dennis  proceeded  as  follows :  "  In  accordance  with  the 
Constitution,  I  submit  to  you  this  my  third  annual  report,  and  in 
taking  a  retrospective  glance,  have  reason  to  'thank  God  and 
take  courage.'  Immediately  after  our  last  annual  meeting,  a 
Bible-class  was  organized,  of  which  the  ministers  of  the  different 
denominations  kindly  accepted  the  lead,  and  we  have  reason  to 
believe  that  these  exercises  have  proved  a  blessing  to  many.  By 
a  vote  of  the  association  the  Bible-class  was  suspended  for  a  time, 
and  prayer-meetings  kept  up  twice  a  week  with  deep  interest  and 
profit.  They  were  thrown  open  to  the  public,  and  our  rooms 
were  soon  filled  to  overflowing ;  and  in  every  meeting  we  would 
see  some  rise  and  ask  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  God's  people, 
and  inquiring  the  way  of  salvation.  Series  of  meetings  were  at 
the  same  time  held  by  many  of  the  different  churches,  and 
the  whole  town  and  vicinity  seemed  to  be  aroused  to  take  a 
deeper  interest  in  religion  than  had  prevailed  for  some  time 
before;  and  I  have  watched  with  growing  interest  many  oi 
those  thus  led  to  Christ,  now  belonging  to  the  different  churches, 
and  I  hope  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  *  growing  in 
grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  ,•*  and  I  think  we  have  cause  to  be  encouraged  and  put  our 
trust  in  Him,  when  we  remember  that  until  this  summer  we  have 
been  unable  to  sustain  our  meetings  through  the  summer  months. 

"  Since  last  spring  our  prayer-meeting  has  been  kept  up,  once  a 
week,  with  a  deep  interest  and  profit.  General  attendance  from 
twelve  to  twenty-five.  And  well  do  we  remember  of  one  night, 
when  but  thirteen  were  present,  yet  twelve  of  them  had  a  few 
words  to  say  for  Jesus,  or  engaged  in  prayer,  and  in  that  small 
number  every  evangelical  church  in  this  town  was  represented. 

"  I  think  many  of  our  young  men  have  taken  a  deeper  interest  in 
this  association  the  past  year  than  formerly,  and  when  we  think  oi 
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tne  spiritual  life  manifested  throughout  the  put  sammer,  in  con- 
trast with  the  indifference  and  lethargy  that  formerly  prevailed,  we 
hare  reason  to  take  courage ;  and  while  we  ascribe  all  the  glory 
to  God,  oar  prayer  is  that  what  has  already  been  experienced  may 
be  bnt  the  beginning  of  a  still  more  glorious  work  in  the  future. 

"  There  has  been,  I  believe,  no  death  in  the  association  during 
the  past  year,  and  we  have  now,  as  near  as  we  can  ascertain, 
twenty  five  active  and  fifty-four  associate  members,  making  a 
total  of  seventy-nine. 

"  Our  building  fund  is  about  $5000,  and  we  trust  that,  as  we 
have  the  sympathy  of  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Yarmouth,  be- 
fore many  years  we  shall  have  a  good  building ;  for,  until  we  do 
our  work  cannot  prosper  as  it  ought.  That,  at  least,  has  been  the 
experience  in  other  places."  After  many  other  words  of  encour- 
agement and  news  of  cheering  progress  in  other  departments  of 
the  association  work,  Brother  Dennis  concluded  with  the  follow- 
ing happy  remarks  in  regard  to  the  Mohthly  :  "  The  Associa- 
tion Monthly,  I  am  happy  to  state,  is  liberally  sustained  among 
us,  about  forty-five  or  fifty  copies  being  taken  in  Yarmouth ;  and 
we  hope  this  valuable  monthly,  the  organ  of  the  association,  will 
have  the  same  patronage  in  the  future  that  it  has  had  in  the  past, 
and  trust  all  the  brethren  will  renew  their  subscriptions  for  the 
coming  year." 

The  Report  of  the  Pittsburg  T.  M.  C.  A.  for  the  year 
ending  October  81st  is  a  very  interesting  record  of  a  very  useful 
and  fruitful  work.  The  president's  statement  is  full  of  the  grace 
of  gratitude,  and  we  are  glad  to  infer  from  the  report  that  the 
people  of  Pittsburg  appreciate  the  value  of  their  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
And  this  hold  upon  the  community  has  not  been  gained  at  the 
expense  of  consistency,  as  will  be  seen  by  these  words,  which  we 
quote  from  the  report : 

"  The  association  served,  as  it  is  ever  ready  to  serve,  in  helping 
to  rally  forces  needed  in  any  especial  emergency,  for  any  good 
work. 

"  Bnt  in  most  distinct  and  emphatic  manner  we  would  ever 
keep  vividly  in  our  own  minds  and  before  the  eyes  of  all  about 
us  the  special  object  that  called  us  into  existence,  and  that  keeps 
us  in  existence — viz.,  the  spiritual  good  of  young  men.  This,  in 
its  two-fold  bearing,  the  growth  of  Christians  by  the  constant 
exercise  of  their  powers,  and  the  conversion  of  others  by  labor  in 
their  behalf  (and  this,  too,  especially  with  reference  to  young 
men),  is  our  aim.  Whatever  does  not  tend  directly  or  indirectly 
to  this  has  no  special  claim  on  us  as  an  organization. 

"  In  the  prosecution  of  this  distinctive  work,  no  outside  labor 
has  been  permitted  to  interfere.  The  religious  meetings  have 
been,  we  think,  equal  in  number  to  those  of  any  previous  year. 
They  have  been  carried  on,  as  we  believe,  with  fewer  interrup- 
tions than  ever  before,  and  an  equal  fervor  at  least  has  character- 
ized them.  The  reports  of  the  committees  on  the  different  de- 
votional meetings  we  deem  of  peculiar  interest." 

The  finances  of  the  association  are  in  good  condition,  and  all 
the  money  needed  for  its  work  can  easily  be  procured.  The  re- 
ports, for  the  year,  of  the  several  committees  indicate  a  wide 
range  of  useful  work,  performed  with  energy,  and  under  the 
promptings  of  the  true  spirit.  The  membership  now  numbers 
nearly  800 — a  fact  we  would  have  been  glad  to  have  found  stated 
somewhere  in  the  report,  instead  of  having  to  count  up  the  list 
of  names.    The  officers  of  the  association  are: 

PreeUent—  H.  K.  Porter. 

YicePriAdenU— Jsmei  LanghUD,  Jr.,  and  Bev.  J.  H.  W.  Btackenbcrg. 

CorreiponMng  Becretary—Tho*.  3.  GUlwpIe. 

Jleatrdinff  Secretary— W.  K.  Jennings. 

Treaeurer—Vf.  h.  McCUotock. 

General  Secretary-' Taos.  K.  Cree. 

We  must  not  overlook  the  appreciative  mention,  made  in  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  of  the  active  usefulness  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee.  Would  that  these  words  might  as 
truthfully  apply  to  the  efforts  of  all  our  corresponding  members 
and  all  our  State  committees : 

"  We  have  also  appropriated  $200  toward  the  support  of  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  State  Executive  Committee,  in  their  abundant  labor 


in  visiting  and  organizing  new  associations,  arranging  for  and 
conducting  State  conventions,  etc.  As  an  evidence  of  the  good 
work  and  saving  influences  they  have  been  Instrumental,  by 
God's  blessing,  in  starting,  we  may  be  permitted  tb  allude  to  the 
gratifying  results  following  upon  the  different  State  conventions 
that  have  been  held.  A  pastor  writes  us  from  Bcranton  with  ref- 
erence to  the  general  religious  interest  which  dated  from  the 
meetings  of  the  convention,  and  states  that  in  one  church  alone 
there  was  an  accession  of  about  100  new  members,  the  majority 
of  whom  were  young  men.  A  deep  religious  interest,  connected 
as  to  its  human  agencies  with  the  same  convention,  also  pervaded 
Lafayette  College,  at  Easton,  the  result  of  which  was  that  some 
seventy-five  professed  a  change  of  heart  and  life,  many  of  whom 
are  now  looking  toward  the  ministry.  At  Williamsport,  also,  a 
general  religious  awakening  seemed  to  follow  close  upon  the  con- 
vention held  there,  and  in  one  church  that  we  know  of  some 
seventy-five  made  a  public  profession  of  their  faith.  In  like  man- 
ner the  conventions  held  at  Lancaster  and  York  and  Erie  stun  a 
lated  the  life  and  activity  of  Christians,  and  left  behind  them  aa 
increased  religious  interest  in  the  churches.  The  association  has 
also  given  $150  to  the  '  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Executive  Committee  of  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Provinces,'  for  their  similar  work 
in  a  wider  field." 

The  Tear's  Work  of  an  Association.— lb*  report  pre- 
tented  at  the  last  annual  meeting,  of  the  Montreal  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
was  one  of  deep  interest,  showing  a  much  larger  amount  of  work 
performed,  than  generally  conceived  of  by  those  who  know  the 
association  only  by  name,  and  proving  the  past  year  to  have  been 
one  of  energy  and  devoted  labor.  The  Montreal  association,  now 
in  its  twenty-first  year,  has  grown  yearly  in  usefulness  and  activ- 
ity ;  numbering  a  membership  of  616  young  men,  andioing  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good  in  such  a  quiet,  systematic  way,  that  Ha 
importance  can  be  hardly  overestimated,  and  the  public  are  show- 
ing by  their  actions  their  determination  to  maintain  it  as  they 
should.  Tract  distribution,  hospital  visitation,  visits  to  the  i 
and  to  families,  and  special  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  young 
are  among  the  prominent  features  of  the  association. 

The  mission  work  is  divided  into  two  departments— that  of  the 
missionary,  and  that  of  the  members.  The  missionary's  labors 
are  summed  up  as  follows :  Tracts  distributed,  9798 ;  visits  to 
the  families  of  the  sick,  1140 ;  to  charitable  institutions,  195 ;  to 
ships,  884 ;  services  held  in  the  hospital,  92 ;  Bethel  services,  29 ; 
mission  prayer-meetings,  16 ;  the  aggregate  attendance  at  these 
meetings  was  8195 ;  families  relieved,  113 ;  the  Bethel  services 
have  been  well  sustained,  and  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  pastors 
of  the  city  for  their  cooperation.  The  members  of  the  association 
have  been  engaged  in  holding  cottage  meetings,  religions  services 
in  the  hospital,  and  in  tract  distribution  among  sailors.  Among  the 
sailors  and  on  the  wharves,  there  have  been  distributed  68,506 
pages  of  English,  11,604  French,  and  4288  miscellaneous  foreign 
tracts.  An  addition  of  forty-six  volumes  has  been  made  to  the  li- 
brary, principally  reference  works  donated  by  the  Sunday-school 
Union.  The  week  meetings  of  the  past  year  have  been  remark- 
ably well  sustained.  In  addition  to  the  Tuesday-evening  meeting, 
there  is  also  a  Saturday-evening  prayer-meeting  for  young  men, 
and  a  Sabbath-afternoon  devotional  meeting.  Several  special 
meetings  have  been  held,  with  very  large  audiences.  The 
finances  are  in  a  favorable  condition,  the  receipts  being  equal  to  the 
expenditure.  Among  young  men,  the  labor*  have  been  very  suc- 
cessful ;  208  have  been  provided  with  respectable  boarding-places, 
and  78  situations  obtained.  The  average  number  of  applications 
made  at  the  rooms,  for  advice  or  assistance,  has  been  fifteen  weekly, 
while  an  almost  equal  number  make  application  to  the  President. 

The  report  closes  with  a  practical  appeal  to  members  to  be 
more  earnest  in  the  work  of  striving  to  save  souls. 

The  following  were  then  elected  as  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 
T.  J.  Claxton,  President,  reelected  by  acclamation ;  J.  Baylis,  H. 
Watson,  T.  1.  Keller,  G.  Young,  Vice-Presidents ;  T.  Craig,  Treas- 
urer ;  A  Sandham,  Secretary. 

Active  Work  in  Marblehead,  Mass.— The  past  year  has 
witnessed  much  eirntst  work  by  a  few  members.    During  the 
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rammer  we  held  three  open-air  meetings  a  week  for  most  of  the 
season,  every  Sunday  evening,  in  some  public  place  in  town ;  dur- 
ing the  day  on  the  Neck,  where  some  2000  people  or  more,  were 
camping  out — a  place  destined  in  the  future  to  be  a  great  water- 
ing-place— and*  on  Thursday  evenings  in  front  of  our  rooms,  where 
hundreds  were  reached  with  the  truths  of  divine  teaching . 

At  the  first  meeting  there  were  only  three  members  present  ; 
but  after  prayer,  we  read  from  the  Monthly  of  June,  1870,  those 
,  words  of  L.  P.  Rowland,  "  Remember  God  is  on  your  side,  and 
three  humble,  earnest,  persistent  young  men,  are  a  Christian  As- 
sociation. Therefore  go  forward,"  and  we  determined  to  "  go  for- 
ward," and  have.  There  is  a  square  in  front  of  our  room,  making 
an  excellent  place  for  a  meeting.  We  held  one,  opening  with  the 
hymn  "There  is  a  fountain,"  etc.,  with  not  a  tend  in  tight,  but 
soon  the  men  came  out  of  the  liquor-shops,  and  gathered  around 
us.  We  kept  on  singing,  read,  prayed,  and  talked,  and  sung  the 
doxology,  with  a  congregation  of  nearly  four  hundred. 

Our  Harbor  Committee  have  given  away,  during  the  year,  many 
bundles  of  good  papers  to  the  sailors  leaving  our  port.  This  is  a 
wide  field,  and  we  trust  that  the  work,  during  the  coming  year, 
will  be  productive  of  much  good.  Two  of  our  members,  who 
have  been  quite  active  in  distributing  little  books,  tracts,  car- 
tridges, etc.,  have  had  the  title  of  "Ootpel  peddlers"  conferred  on 
them.    We  wish  all  our  members  could  be  called  the  same. 

Last  summer,  two  or  three  of  us  put  a  few  dollars  into  the  sav- 
ings bank,  as  a  foundation  for  a  Building  Fund,  but  when  Mr. 
Moody  was  here  in  November,  we  gave  it  to  the  Chicago  breth- 
ren for  their  building,  so  we  have  to  commence  anew. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  a  word  about  the  Monthly.  Often 
in  trying  to  obtain  subscribers,  we  are  met  with  the  objection, 
that  "  they  would  sooner  give  the  dollar  toward  the  association." 
But  we  tell  them  if  they  would  only  take  the  Monthly  for  its  in- 
structions alone,  their  dollar  would  return  more  good  to  the  asso- 
ciation than  a  gift  of  many.  C.  P.  W. 

Young  Men's  Thanksgiving  Supper.— In  the  Cincin- 
nati (O.)  association,  a  Thanksgiving  supper  to  young  men  has  be- 
come a  feature  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  work.  These  feasts  have  always 
been  largely  attended  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  young  men  who 
are  residing  in  our  city,  away  from  their  homes,  and  who  are  in 
the  habit  of  frequenting  the  rooms  of  the  association. 

The  annual  Thanksgiving  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
November  80th,  and  the  hall  was  filled  with  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, who  heartily  participated  in  the  exercises  of  the  evening. 

At  half-past  seven  o'clock  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Rev.  W. 
T.  Moore,  when  the  service  commenced  with  the  singing  of  a  song 
of  praise.  The  introductory  remarks  of  the  chairman,  full  of  el- 
oquent and  practical  reflections  appropriate  to  the  day,  were  fol- 
lowed by  short  and  earnest  speeches  by  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  of  Mt. 
Auburn,  J.  W.  Shipley,  and  several  strangers,  all  interspersed 
with/ good  music  and  fervent  prayer. 

After  the  doxology  had  been  sung,  Mr.  J.  B.  Wells,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  announced  that  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  had  volunteered  their  assistance  would  distribute 
to  the  audience  the  substantial*  and  delicacies  which  had  been 
provided  for  the  guests.  The  vigorous  use  of  knives  and  forks, 
with  the  accompanying  clatter  of  plates,  eups,  and  saucers,  which 
soon  followed,  testified  the  appreciation  bestowed  upon  the  good 
things  furnished  for  the  occasion.  Eating,  conversation,  and 
musie  filled  up  the  tune  until  after  ten  o'clock,  when  the  company 
dispersed,  gratified  with  the  manner  in  which  they  had  passed 
their  Thanksgiving  evening. 

No  better  evidence  is  needed  of  the  hold  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
upon  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  than  the  heartiness  and  readiness 
of  the  donations  which  poured  into  the  rooms  during  the  day  be- 
fore the  supper,  from  ladies,  merchants,  and  hotel  proprietors,  em- 
bracing representatives  of  different  nationalities  and  faiths,  in- 
cluding persons  holding  every  shade  and  variety  of  opinion.    In- 


deed, every  call  of  the  association,  in  every  department  of  its 
work,  meets  with  the  same  hearty  encouraging  recognition  from 
the  people. 

Eighteenth  Anniversary  of  the  Portland  {Me.)  As- 
sociation.— The  above  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest ;  the  re- 
ports presented— while  stating  some  of  the  obstacles  and  discour- 
agements met  during  the  year — were  hopeful  and  encouraging. 
Mr.  John  Russell,  the  retiring  President  of  the  association,  ac- 
knowledged, in  his  report,  much  divine  and  temporal  favor,  and 
looked  forward  to  the  increased  power  of  the  association,  as  a 
means  of  good,  in  the  winning  of  young  men.  During  the  year, 
200  new  books  had  been  received  for  the  library,  increasing  the 
number  to  500  volumes,  and  200  volumes  for  mission  purposes. 
The  receipts  have  been,  $2312.58 ;  expenditures,  $223954,  leav- 
ing a  small  balance,  and  a  considerable  unliquidated  debt.  Mr. 
McEenny,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mission-schools,  re- 
ported the  operations  of  the  association  in  respect  to  Sunday- 
schools.  The  work  of  the  association  had  been  chiefly  outside 
the  city.  Some  half  dozen  of  these  schools  have  been  established 
within  the  past  four  years,  at  Tukey's  Bridge,  Turner's  Island, 
and  Knightsville.  That  at  Presumpscott  Falls  has  a  fund  of 
about  $300,  and  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  raise  a  chapel.  The 
school  at  Tukey's  Bridge  is  self-sustaining,  and  the  association  has 
withdrawn  from  it.  At  Turner's  Island,  the  association  school 
has  inspired  the  establishment  of  another  by  the  citizens.  The 
Deering  Bridge  school  has  been  suspended ;  also  that  at  Knights- 
ville—the  latter  for  want  of  a  suitable  place.  The  meetings  at 
the  jail  and  the  wharf  meetings  have  been  blessed,  and  man? 
souls  have  been  saved. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Burgess,  of  the  Finance  Committee,  presented  the  pe- 
cuniary needs  of  the  association.  It  is  not  self-sustaining.  There 
are  1200  heads  of  families  members  of  evangelical  churches  in 
this  city.  If  one  quarter  of  them  would  unite  with  the 
Won,  it  would  be  more  powerful  and  successful. 


Healthful  Spirit  of  the  Johnston,  Pa.,  Associa- 
tion.— The  reports  from  the  various  committees  of  this  associa- 
tion indicate  a  year  of  fruftfulness.  At  their  local  convention, 
held  last  spring,  seeds  were  sown  which  have  returned  a  ripe 
harvest.  A  fine  hall  has  been  secured  and  neatly  furnished.  The 
debt  incurred  by  the  furnishing  of  it  has  been  liquidated  from 
the  receipts  of  a  concert  of  sacred  music,  given  by  Ira  D.  Sankey, 
of  Newcastle,  under  the  auspices  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  Held  in  the 
largest  church  in  the  place,  H  was  a  grand  success,  the  capacious 
room  being  completely  filled.  The  gross  receipts  were  $100,  ex- 
penses, $45,  leaving  a  balance  in  treasury  of  $115,  which  thus 
enabled  the  association  to  pay  off"  its  entire  debt. 

Missionary  prayer-meetings  are  held  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city 
tracts  are  freely  distributed,  and  all  persons  are  cordially  invited 
to  the  rooms  and  religious  meetings  of  the  association.  During 
an  Agricultural  Fair  lately  held  in  Johnston,  the  X.  M.  C.  A.  se- 
cured a  stand  and  distributed  over  15,000  pages  of  assorted  tracts 
and  other  reading  matter.  The  poor  are  being  cared  for  as  far 
as  the  means  of  the  association  extend.  Committees  are  canvass- 
ing the  whole  field,  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  the  poor,  and 
supplying  their  wants,  temporal  as  well  as  spiritual. 

Every  Sunday  afternoon  the  ball  is  crowded.  Peace  and  har- 
mony prevail— church  distinction  being  laid  aside,  and  the  minis* 
ters  heartily  cooperating. 

The  officers  elect  for  the  ensuing  year  are : 

PrtHdmt-C.  Sheridan. 
Yice-PnMdait— D»Tld  Petrlken. 
Recording  Sea  story— Kmory  WnL 
CormponMng  Sterttaty—l.  B.  Caldwell. 
Trxuvrtr— John  Cunningham. 

The  T.  M.  C  A.  fully  reorganized  in  Chicago.— 

The  association  has  been  among  the  first  to  reorganize  after  the 
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fire.  The  indomitable  energy  displayed  by  it  ever  since  the  dread- 
ful calamity  that  visited  the  city  has  kept  it  actively  engaged  in 
special  relief  work.  This  work  has  been  conducted  in  the  Seventh 
Presbyterian  church,  corner  of  Peoria  and  Jackson-streets,  with 
the  greatest  success.  On  Saturday,  November  25th,  they  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  $11,767.67,  and  671  boxes  and  barrels  of 
clothing,  to  that  date. 

Their  new  free  library  and  reading-rooms,  No.  05  West  Ran- 
dolph-street,  were  opened  to  the  public  on  December  1st.  The 
noon  prayer-meeting  met  there  on  that  day,  and  will  continue  to 
assemble  in  these  rooms,  which  are  situated  in  the  very  focus  of 
business.  A  beautiful  Burdett  organ  has  been  donated  for  the 
noon  meeting,  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Goodspeed.  All  the  religious  meet- 
ings of  the  association  have  been  resumed.  The  mission-school 
work  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  will  be  prosecuted  with  energy  during 
the  winter.  Their  Sabbath-school  tabernacle,  at  the  barrack- 
grounds  on  Harrison-street,  was  opened  on  Sabbath  afternoon, 
December  Sd.  All  the  work  of  the  association  is  again  in  full  op- 
eration, and,  by  God's  blessing,  will  continue  to  extend  its  use- 
ful influences. 

A  Tourist  in  California  counts  as  one  of  the  finest  sights 
be  saw  in  San  Francisco  the  Chinese  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, numbering  sixty  members,  and  meeting  regularly 
twice  a  week.  He  says :  "  We  had  abundant  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine repeatedly  and  carefully  this  blessed  and  fruitful  work.  It 
was  an  abounding  Joy  to  us  to  follow  these  faithful  brethren  as 
they  labored  for  Christ.  At  their  suggestion,  we  preached  Christ 
to  Chinese  hearers — a  bright,  quick-witted  Chinese  lad  interpret 
ing  to  his  people  onr  message  as  we  went  along.  Week  in  and 
out  we  met  with  a  throng  of  their  pupils  in  the  Chinese  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  at  the  mission,  sat  at  the  organ  and 
trained  them  to  chant  the  words  of  the  Spirit  given  by  the  Psalm- 
ist— a  mode  of  singing  for  which  their  style  of  speech' peculiarly 
fits  them  ;  heard  these  Chinese  boys  avow  their  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  their  purpose  to  return  to  their  own  land  and  preach 
Jesus." 

Sad  Loss  to  the  Charlottetown  (P.  E.  I.)  Associa- 
tion.— It  is  with  sincere  regret,  and  sympathy  with  the  associa- 
tion losing  such  an  estimable  worker,  that  we  learn  of  the  death 
of  J.  A.  Frazer.  M.D.,  late  President  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  our 
corresponding  member  from  P.  E.  Island.  We  extract  the  fol- 
lowing from  a  letter  of  Mr.  C.  Palmer  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee:  "He  calmly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  25th  of  October.  A 
young  man,  and  a  devoted  servant  of  God,  in  the  midst  of  the 
active  duties  of  his  profession,  and  the  holier  duties  ot  his  re- 
ligion, he  was  strongly  devoted  to  the  weliare  of  our  associa- 
tion, and  whatsoever  the  designs  of  Providence  may  be,  in  thus  re- 
moving so  very  useful  a  member,  his  death  has  already  had  its  ef- 
fect upon  onr  community,  and  has  awakened  the  zeal  of  our  mem- 
bers generally." 

Mr.  Frederick  S.  Moore,  Secretary  of  the  association,  now  fills 
the  place  of  onr  late  brother  as  corresponding  memoer. 

Cheering  Success  of  the  Troy  (O.,)  T.  M.  C.  A.— A. 

correspondent  writes  :  "  From  the  record  of  the  nightly  meetings 
of  the  assoc'ation,  it  is  shown  that  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
persons  visit  their  rooms  every  evening,  and  quite  a  large  propor- 
tion remain  to  the  service  of  prayer.  The  miscellaneous  readings 
in  the  rooms  for  thirty  or  forty  minutes  each  evening,  during  the 
last  week  (November  7th  to  15th),  have  been  very  successful,  being 
enjoyed  by  all.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  the  deposit  of 
the  Firemen's  Library  in  the  rooms  of  the  association,  and  many 
volumes  of  books  are  promised  when  a  good  book-case  is  procured 
to  care  for  them  in  a  proper  way.  We  think  that  the  influences 
of  the  association  rooms,  with  a  well-stocked  library,  will  work 
mncb  good,  and  entice  many  from  the  street-corner  and  from  our 
public  and  private  places  of  resort." 


A  Chinese  Association  in  San  Francisco.— The  moot- 
ed question  of  Chinese  importation  and  labor,  which  has  been  so 
thoroughly  discussed  in  the  religious  and  secular  press,  has  as- 
sumed of  late  a  new  phase  by  their  support  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
In  San  Francisco.  Under  the  energetic  and  intelligent  effort* 
that  have  been  and  are  constantly  made  to  reach  and  educate 
them  there,  they  are  becoming  enlightened  and  liberal.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  influence  that  has  been  exerted  upon  them  through 
the  Chinese  Sunday-schools,  which  have  been  carried  on  with " 
much  enthusiasm,  has  been  greater  in  effecting  this  promising 
condition  of  things  than  all  other  influences  combined. 

Revival  of  an  Association.— Tor  a  long  time  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  in  Middletown,  Ct.,  has  been  inactive.  Though  owning  a 
library  of  1000  volumes,  and  bank  stock  to  the  amount  of  $600, 
their  spirit  of  aggressive  work  for  Christ  seemed  to  have  died  oat. 
But  some  sacred  fire  was  carried  to  the  city  from  the  late  Conven- 
tion at  Mystic.  On  Thanksgiving  Day,  a  meeting  was  held,  and 
it  was  voted  to  revive  the  work.  Hon.  Benjamin  Douglas,  Dr. 
Cummings,  President  of  the  Wesleyan  University,  Bev.  H.  E. 
Sawyer,  Dr.  C.  A.  Pelton,  Rev.  Mr.  Bradford  and  others,  made  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  proposition.  Good  results  from  this  prom- 
ising beginning  we  hope  soon  to  report. 

At  Colchester,  Ct.,  a  few  weeks  ago,  the  association  receiv- 
ed the  visit  of  a  band  of  nine  brethren  from  New-London,  Ct. 
The  night  appointed  was  very  stormy,  but  a  long  ride  of  twenty 
miles  by  stage,  did  not  prevent  the  visitors  from  going.  About 
seventy-five  persons  assembled  to  meet  them.  A  delightful  con- 
ference was  held,  and  deep  religious  impression  made.  The  Col- 
chester association  was  blessed  in  receiving,  and  the  New-London 
association  has,  in  no  less  degree,  been  quickened  and  benefitted 
in  the  act  of  giving.  Seven  active  members  have  since  been  add- 
ed to'the  Colchester  association,  and  one  hopeful  conversion  may 
be  recorded  as  among  the  results  of  this  visit. 

During  December,  on  successive  Friday  evenings,  the  New- 
York  association  enjoyed  hearing  a  course  of  four  lectures  by 
Rev.  John  Lord,  D.D.  The  subjects  were,  Mohammed  (Saracenic 
Conquests),  Bernard  (the  Monastic  System),  Chrysoetom  (Orators 
of  the  Early  Church),  Constantino  (Union  of  Church  and  State). 
The  themes  were  very  happily  chosen,  and  the  manner  of  their 
presentation  by  the  eloquent  lecturer  was  such  as  to  secure  this 
course  of  lectures  a  foremost  place  among  the  entertainments 
of  the  month  in  New-York.  A  brilliant  series  of  illustrated 
lectures  on  chemistry  and  kindred  science  has  also  been  given, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  association,  by  Professor  Doremus. 

From  Harrisburg,  Fa.,  a  correspondent  writes :  "  Our 
Association  has  two  good-sized  reading-rooms,  and  on  last  even- 
ing opened  a  new  room  for  prayer-meetings,  which  will  hold  com- 
fortably 200  persons.  Attendance  at  reading-rooms  during  past 
month  was  2025 ;  Saturday  night  prayer-meeting,  average  attend- 
ance, 10 ;  average  Sunday  evening,  120 ;  tracts  distributed  dur- 
ing last  three  months,  124,800  pages.  Prison  services  every  Sun- 
day morning.  Two  mission-schools  worked  by  the  association 
are  flourishing.  Kind  friends  are  helping  us  on  In  the  work  by 
donations  of  pictures,  etc.,  to  make  the  rooms  attractive." 

From  the  Third  to  the  Second  Floor.— M  York,  Pa., 
the  association  has  recently  moved  into  new  quarters.  The  old 
rooms  were  on  the  third  floor,  and  the  difficulty  in  getting  at 
them  deterred  many  from  using  them.  Their  present  quarters 
are  on  the  second  floor,  where  they  have  two  rooms— one  of 
which,  their  audience-room,  is  quite  large,  but  not  large  enough 
to  accommodate  their  regular  Sunday-afternoon  meeting.  Their 
Saturday  and  Monday  night  prayer-meetings  are  wall  attended. 
God  has  been  pouring  out  His  Spirit,  and  most  abundantly  blesa- 
iog  them  in  their  work. 
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The  Young  Men  of  Washington  Heights,  New-York, 
have  formed  a  Christian  Union  to  relieve  tbe  spiritual  and  tern 
poral  necessities  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Island.  Not  long  ago, 
while  two  of  these  young  men  were  visiting  and  distributing 
tracts,  near  High  Bridge,  they  were,  without  the  slightest  provo 
cation,  attacked,  knocked  down,  and  otherwise  maltreated  by 
some  Roman  Catholic  Irishmen,  who  denounced  them  as  interfer- 
ing with  the  priest's  work;  Though  seriously  injured,  the  young 
men  escaped  with  their  lives,  and  informed  the  police,  who  were, 
however,  unable  to  discover  the  ruffians. 


Two  New  Associations  Organized  in  Pennsylva- 
nia,— From  Mr.  T.  K.  Cree,  corresponding  member  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  learn  of  the  successful  formation  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at 
Frankfort,  and  of  another  at  Kensington  ;  also  of  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  Holidaysburgh  association,  which  had  been  in  a 
quiet  state  for  some  time.  Mr.  Cree  reports  the  association  work 
to  be  in  an  encouragingly  progressive  state.  Meetings  were  held 
at  Connellsville,  Dunbar,  Candor,  Burgettstown,  Bearer  Falls,  and 
Meadville. 

From  Springfield,  Mass.,  a  correspondent  writes: 
"  Our  new  rooms  are  in  Hurlburt's  new  granite  block,  Main- 
street,  one  of  the  best  locations  in  the  city,  easily  accessible,  light. 
and  every  way  satisfactory.  In  addition  to  our  reading-room  and 
prayer-room,  we  have  a  comfortably  furnished  room  for  the  wom- 
en's association,  which  has  heretofore  been  a  branch  of  our  asso. 
elation,  but  has  now  organized  independently.  We  have  already 
secured  nearly  enough  funds  to  carry  the  association  through  the 
coming  year,  and  are  laying  broad  plans  for  active  labors." 


The  Anniversary  Meeting  of  the  Pittsburg  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  December  12th.  The  annual  report 
(to  which  reference  is  made  elsewher6)  was  presented,  and  ad- 
dresses delivered  by  President  Porter,  Cephas  Brainerd,  of  New- 
York,  and  Rev.  F.  A.  Noble.  The  local  press  speaks  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  the  interesting  character  of  the  meeting,  and  the 
reports,  which  we  have  heard  and  read,  fully  bear  out  the  jour- 
nalistic eulogiums.  Artistic  and  effective  sacred  music  formed  a 
prominent  feature  of  the  evening's  exercises. 


At  Jjeavenworth,  Kansas,  a  home  for  aged,  indigent 
womon,  under  the  care  of  the  Christian  women  of  the  State, 
has  been  opened  during  the  past  summer.  For  the  support  of 
the  institution,  $250  was  asked  of  the  women  of  Lawrence,  but 
with  little  difficulty  they  raised  $500. 


At  Lawrence,  Kansas,  the  association,  we  are  sorry  to 
learn,  has  been  suffered  to  die  out  from  neglect.  It  is  a  growing 
city  of  10,000  intelligent  people,  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  onght  to  be 
speedily  revived  there. 

The  Young  People's  Association  of  tbe  Church  of  the  Pilgrims, 
Brooklyn,  opened,  December  12th,  a  free  reading-room  at  No.  118 
Court-street.  -It  is  abundantly  supplied  with  books  and  periodi- 
cals at  a  cost  of  |700. 


The  Elizibethtown  (N.  J.)  association  has  recently  taken  steps 
to  organize  a  branch  at  Elizabethport. 


WOMEN'S  ASSOCIATIONS. 
Women's  Associations. — The  Ladies'  Christian  Union  of 
New- York  held  their  annual  meeting  on  Monday  evening,  De- 
cember 4th,  in  Association  Hall,  Rev.  Dr.  8.  Irenseus  Prime 
in  the  chair.  The  report  was  read,  showing  a  large  amount 
of  usefulness,  especially  in  maintaining  a  pleasant  home  for 
young  women  seeking  and  having  employment  in  New- York, 
where  they  can  board  at  a  moderate  price,  with  all  the  advan- 
tages at  home.    Mrs.  M.  O.  Roberts  is  the  First  Directress, 


and  a  numerous  corps  of  noble  women  are  associated  in  tb 
work. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  Osgood,  Hon.  James  8 
Thayer,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Mingins.  The  Misses  Bulkley  enlivened 
the  meeting  with  beautiful  songs. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  charities,  in  its  spirit  ami 
purpose,  in  the  persons  it  seeks  to  benefit,  and  in  those  who 
conduct  it  with  industry,  wisdom,  and  success.  Funds  con- 
tributed to  it  are  prudently  employed  for  doing  an  excellent 
work. 


At  Niles,  Mich.,  the  association  has  been  most  active  in 
relief,  this  work,  beiog  the  only  organization  in  the  city  through 
whom  relief  could  be  sent  to  the  sufferers  by  the  fires. 


The  Boston  Association's  Building  —A  meeting  wa» 
lately  held  at  the  rooms  to  talk  over  the  purchase  widen  th« 
Boston  association  has  made  of  the  Studio  building,  the  Presi- 
dent in  the  chair.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Mr.  Pond,  and  Mr. 
Rowland  briefly  explained  the  project,  and  said  that  of  the 
$110,000  required  by  January  1st,  $35,000  has  already  been  sub- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Sturgis  then  spoke  of  the  work  of  the  committee,  and 
showed  how  marked  God's  leading  had  been  in  the  whole  mat- 
ter of  this  purchase.  He  said  the  man  who  proposed  the  pur 
chase  and  became  its  first  subscriber  of  $5000  at  first  opposed 
the  whole  project  of  a  building,  and  withdrew  from  the  commit- 
tee of  forty  appointed  two  years  ago.  How  can  we  account  for 
such  a  change,  unless  by  considering  it  the  work  of  God  upon 
His  servant's  heart  t  He  then  spoke  of  the  noble  way  In  which 
Mr.  Wakefield  met  the  proposal  when  the  whole  plan  was  laid 
before  him — "  It  is  a  noble  work ;  why  did  yon  not  let  me  know 
these  details  before  t  I  am  a  Boston  merchant,  and  hare  a  deep 
interest  in  the  young  men  of  the  city.  I  will  subscribe  $35,000 
to  this  project." 

Mr.  SturgiB  closed  by  saying  it  was  the  greatest  opportunity 
possible  of  increasing  the  value  of  an  association  which  had  al- 
ready here,  in  connection  with  the  Christ!  in  commission,  and 
lately  In  the  Chicago  relief,  earned  the  help  now  asked  for. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Claflin  spoke  earnestly  concerning 
the  value  and  work  of  the  association.  He  also  said :  "  I  entire- 
ly approve,  and  bo  did  all  the  gentlemen  who  were  consulted 
about  the  purchase ;  the  price  is  not  dear,  the  position  is  exactly 
what  you  want,  the  financial  operation  is  undoubtedly  good. 
He  closed  by  saying :  "  This  association  has  done  a  noble  work  ; 
but  if  it  had  only  been  instrumental  in  saving  one  young  man, 
that  alone  would  be  worth  the  cost  of  the  building,  and  it  would 
stand  a  fitting  monument  of  the  great  deed." 

Remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Pond,  Wood  worth,  and  others, 
and  several  subscriptions  of  $1000  each,  pledged  on  the  spot. 
The  feeling  was  unanimous,  and  we  believe  that  this  building  is 
as  good  as  secured,  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  young  men  of  this 
city,  and  another  proud  monumont  of  Boston's  true  greatness. 
But  to  conclude  this  work,  every  man  interested  must  at  one* 
give  what  he  can,  as  $70,000  more  must  be  raised  in  two  weeks. 


IN  PRISON,  AND  YE  VISITED  ME. 

At  Wobk  in  tbb  Penitentiary. — The  association  organized 
last  February  in  the  Ohio  State  Penitentiary  at  Columbus  is 
doing  a  good  work.  Mr.  0.  Newton,  chaplain  of  the  peniten- 
tiary, gave  an  encouraging  report  at  the  late  convention  in 
Ohio. 

The  Sabbath-school  was  well  attended.  At  the  prayer-meeting 
on  Sunday  afternoon,  as  many  as  three  hundred  and  fifty  con- 
victs are  generally  present  A  church  organization  has  been 
formed,  into  which  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  have  been  ad- 
mitted. Sixty -three  have  left  the  institution,  their  term  having 
expired,  and  of  this  large  number  only  four  have  disgraced  the 
profession  they  made.  Mr.  Nekton  exhorted  the  members  of 
the  convention  to  take  charge  of  and  encourage  these  professing 
Christians  discharged  from  the  penitentiary.  Coldness  and  dis- 
trust often  drive  them  back  into  a  life  of  crime. 

The  convention  voted  to  memorialize  the  State  Legislature  to 
make  "  better  provision  for  the  immediate  wants  of  convicts  on 
their  discharge." 
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A  Visit  to  the  "  Lock-up." — Visiting  the  station-house, 
or  lock-up,  one  Sabbath  morning,  with  tracts  and  papers,  I  found 
three  persons  in  the  cells:  one  a  middle-aged  man,  the  two 
others  young  men.  Papers  and  tracts  were  offered  them.  One 
of  the  young  men  would  not  receive  any,  saying  that  he  wanted 
something  better— something  to  eat  or  drink.  The  middle  aged 
man  was  well  dressed,  appeared  to  be  well  educated,  and  had 
evidently  seen  better  days.  He  said  he  had  once  been  a  member 
of  a  church,  but  had  fallen  away.  Strong  drink  and  a  habit  of 
gambling  and  bad  company  had  brought  him  down.  He  had 
money  to  pay  his  fine,  and  he  hoped  never  to  give  cause  to  be 
arrested  again.  He  had  been  gambling  and  drinking,  and  left 
the  party  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  was  arrested  soon  after.  He 
thanked  us  for  the  kind  words  spoken  to  him,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  and  said  he  would  reform.  He  lived  in  a  neighboring  vil- 
lage. The  young  man  took  the  paper  and  some  tracts,  thanked 
us,  and  remarked  that  he  did  not  think  before  that  any  one  cared 
for  him.  He  ashed  if  we  were  paid  for  coming  around  to  such 
places.  We  told  him  no.  "Well,  now,  I  think  more  of  you 
than  I  did  before.  Give  me  your  hand,"  said  he ;  "I  will  try  and 
do  better,  and  will  stop  drinking,  and  think  of  your  advice,  and 
read  the  papers  too."    Be  was  a  canal-man. 

[Y.  M.  O.  A.,  Schenectady,  ft.  T. 


ABROAD. 


Germany. — Respecting  the  association  building  in  Mulheim 
on  the  Ruhr,  a  correspondent  in  Leipsic  furnishes  these  inter- 
esting details:  "The  ?oung  Men's  Christian  Associations  do 
not  figure  so  promine  itly  in  German  towns  and  cities  as  in 
those  of  our  own  country.  They  are  much  smaller  in  the 
somber  of  their  members,  and  genewlly  confined  to  the  poor- 
er classes  of  young  rsen  engaged  in  business  pursuits.  Those 
who  move  in  the  mere  aristocratic  circles  of  society,  and  of- 
tentimes those  whote  fathers  are  simply  well-to-do  merchants, 
do  not  belong  to  ouch  associations;  and,  in  the  university 
.owns,  the  students  confine  themselves  entirely  to  their  own 
societies.  Hencii  it  happens  that  buildings  here  are  never 
•erected  for  their  exclusive  use.  These  associations  or  Yung- 
ling  Vereina  are  .regarded  generally  as  ono  department  or  field 
Tor  the  work  ot  home  missions,  and  their  interest  has  been 
represented  txA  consulted  as  only  one  among  several  in  the 
construction  of  the  numerous  association  buildings  that  have 
sprung  op  in  the  different  towns  of  Germany  within  the  last 
ten  or  twelve  years. 

The  evangelical  Vereinshaus  in  Mulheim  on  the  Ruhr  was 
ouilt  in  1860.  Near  the  beginning  of  the  previous  year,  dur- 
ing an  anniversary  festival  of  the  missionary  society  in  Mul- 
heim, the '  uncomfortably  small  and  inconvenient  room  in 
which  the  company  had  assembled  prompted  the  remark  from 
a  member  of  the  society  that  he  would  give  twenty-five  tha- 
tors  toward  the  securing  of  a  commodious  place  for  holding 
fuch  anniversary  meetings.  Acting  on  this  suggestion  a  com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  missionary  association,  met  and 
formed  a  plan  for  erecting  a  building  that  should  contain  a 
large  hall  to  meet  the  above  demand,  as  well  as  a  room  for  a 
children's  mission-school  (in  which  children  are  taught  to 
work  for  missionary  objects)  and  a  hall  for  the  Yunglings  Ve- 
reins.  The  design  of  the  building,  however,  was  speedily  en- 
larged, so  as  to  provide  rooms  for  other  associations— all, 
however,  of  a  Christian  character.  The  corner-stone  of  the 
building  was  laid  in  October,  1859,  and,  on  the  first  of  July, 
1860,  the  dedication  services  were  performed  by  Pastor  Sturs- 
berg,  the  president-elect  of  this  new  institution.  In  a  short 
time,  a  wing  was  added  to  the  building,  to  meet  the  growing 
wants  of  the  Herborge  zur  Heimath — a  home  for  travelling 
trades-people.    The  tetal  value  of  the  property  is  40,000  tha- 


lers  (about  $80,000),  on  which  there  is  a  debt  of  5500  tha- 
lers.  In  the  central  building  is  a  large  hall,  with  comfortable 
seats  for  850  persons.  This  hall  is  surrounded  by  seven 
rooms,  that  are  connected  with  it  by  means  of  doors  and 
windows,  and,  in  conjunction  with  it,  are  capable,  on  anni- 
versary occasions,  of  accommodating  at  least  1400  people. 
At  other  times ,  they  are  occupied  by  various  societies  and  as- 
sociations, among  which  is  the  Yunglings  Verein,  whose  mem- 
bership, according  to  the  last  report  printed,  in  July,  1869, 
was  somewhat  more  than  fifty.  But  if  the  war  has  made  as 
great  a  deduction  from  the  members  of  this  Verein  as  it  has 
from  those  of  the  Yunglings  Verein  here  in  Leipsic,  they  will 
hardly  at  present  number  more  than  thirty.  Connected  with 
the  YUnglings  Yerein  is  a  library  of  about  800  volumes.  The 
regular  exercises  of  the  association  consist  in  lectures  of  va- 
rious kinds,  lessons  in  singing,  Bible-class  meetings,  and  so- 
cial gatherings.  Some  of  the  young  men  connected  with  the 
association  find  a  field  for  active  Christian  work  in  the  Sun- 
day-schools, seven  of  which  are  established  in  Mulheim,  three 
holding  their  meetings  in  the  rooms  of  the  Vereinshaus. 

The  motto  of  the  Yunglings  Verein  is  Psalms  119:9: 
"How  shall  a  young  man  cleanse  his  way?  By  taking  heed 
thereto  according  to  thy  Word." 

On  the  front  of  the  central  building  of  the  Vereinshaus  is 
inscribed  in  large  letters,  "  Lasset  das  wort  Christi  reichlich 
unter  euch  wohnen." — CoL  8:16  ("Let  thowordof  Christ 
dwell  in  you  richly.") 


THE  SITUATION  IN  PRANCE. 
Bbo.  J.  P.  Cook,  in  a  letter  dated  NImes,  South  France, 
November  17th,  1871,  transmits  the  following  appeal  for  aid!, 
from  the  Central  Committee  of  the  French  associations;  and 
remarks  that  "there  is  much  need  of  something  being  done 
for  the  associations  in  France  at  the  present  time,  and  a  very 
little  from  the  principal  American  societies  would  gladden  the 
hearts  of  the  French  brethren."  The  Executive  Committee 
will  gladly  act  as  the  medium  of  forwarding  whatever  any  of 
our  members  may  feel  disposed  to  contribute  to  so  worthy  an 
object  as  this: 

"The  Central  Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  Usance  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

' '  Dear  and  beloved  Brethren  in  our  Lord:  Our  associations  are 
actually  passing  through  a  most  dangerous  crisis.  The  bane- 
ful war  from  which  we  are  separated  by  scarcely  a  few  months 
has  inflicted  on  them  painful  losses  of  members,  and  has  bro- 
ken them  up. 

"  At  the  present  time,  the  Central  Committee  find  it  very  dif- 
ficult to  form  a  just  idea  of  their  general  situation,  and  ore  agi- 
tated by  the  most  serious  fears.  Just  when  our  dear  and  un- 
happy country  is  most  in  want  of  being  raised  up  morally,  the 
work  of  the  Christian  associations  seems  at  a  stand  in  France! 
"  The  Central  Committee  are  desirous,  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  to  change  this  state  of  things,  and  have  taken  the 
energetic  resolve,  before  the  Lord,  to  make  efforts,  in  order  not 
only  to  consolidate  what  remains  of  our  unions,  but  also  to 
increase  their  number. 

"  To  do  this,  we  must  complete  our  organization  by  employ- 
ing an  itinerant  agent,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  Central 
Committes,  will  travel  to  invigorate  the  unions  that  languish, 
to  raise  up  from  their  ruins  those  which  have  been  unable  to 
withstand  the  storm,  and  to  organize  new  ones. 

"  This  need  was  well  understood  by  the  National  Conference 
of  the  French  unions,  which  in  the  session  of  the  18th  of  August 
last,  requested  the  Central  Committee  to  find  both  the  man 
and  the  required  financial  resources. 

"The  expenses  of  an  itinerant  agent  will  not  be  less  than 
three  to  four  thousand  francs  (say  £160 — from  $700  to  $800). 
a  very  largo  sum  for  our  unions  of  France,  now  so  feeble,  so 
few,  and  giving  so  few  marks  of  life.      — > 
"Howcan&isoxpeuwbemrf^ 
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"  We  will  not  hide  it  from  you,  dear  brethren :  the  Conference 
thought  of  you,  whom  the  Lord  maketh  rich  in  so  many  ways ; 
of  you  who,  surrounded  with  peace  and  prosperity,  know  so 
well,  under  the  blessing  from  above,  how  to  give  to  your  as- 
sociations an  impulse,  tne  sight  of  which  encourages  us,  and 
awakens  in  us  a  holy  jealousy  of  you  whose  ardent  sympathy 
for  great  misfortunes  have  so  strongly  shown  themselves;  of 
you,  finally,  who  know  so  nobly  how  to  spend  your  wealth  for 
the  service  of  your  Lord. 

"  Brethren  of  England  and  America,  come,  then,  to  our  help. 
Show  us,  by  your  promptness  to  answer  our  appeal,  that  we 
have  not  in  vain  reckoned  on  you.  Let  your  great  and  power- 
ful associations  think  of  their  feeble  sisters  in  France,  and  ex- 
tend to  them  a  helping  hand.  Remember  that  it  is  in  Paris 
that  the  contract  of  our  universal  alliance  was  sealed  and  the 
principle  of  our  joint  responsibility  proclaimed. 

44  United  to  you  by  a  common  faith  and  aim,  may  we  be  unit- 
ed to  you  still  more  by  the  ties  of  gratitude,  and  may  the  Lord 
render  unto  you  in  spiritual  blessings  the  sacrifices  you  will 
take  upon  yourselves  for  us. 

' '  The  Central  Committee  of  the  Christian  Unions  of  France. 

"  L.  Bonk  ante,  Pretident. 
(Signed,)     "A.  Dtjptjy,  Treasurer. 
"A.  Pongs,  Secretary." 


ON  THE  DOWN  GRADE. 

Aw  old  California  stage-driver  was  on  his  deathbed.  His  eyes 
were  closed.  His  hands  were  cold.  He  was  rapidly  reaching  the 
"  station"  at  the  end  of  his  "  run"  of  life.  A  friend  standing  by 
observed  that  the  dying  man  was  moving  his  right  foot  with  a 
sort  of  convulsive  jerk,  and  said  to  him  :  "  What's  the  matter  t" 
The  dying  stage-driver  replied  :  "  I'm  on  the  down  grade,  and  1 
ean't  reach  the  brake." 

1.  Death  comes  to  all.  No.  will-power  of  man  can  resist  it. 
After  the  most  faithful  effort  to  reach  the  heights  of  middle  life ; 
after  the  steadiest  pressure  on  the  "  brakes,"  to  ease  the  descent 
to  death,  there  comes  a  moment  when  the  foot  refuses  to  obey  the 
will,  when  the  "brake"  slips  from  our  hold,  and  we  glide  down 
to  our  doom  of  death.    This  Is  invariable  and  unavoidable. 

8.  The  tendency  of  sin  is  downward.  It  sweeps  the  soul  on  with 
a  swift  current.  Sin  runs  on  a  down  grade  all  the  way.  The  de- 
scent may  be  slow,  and  at  first  imperceptible,  but  it  is  sure,  and 
at  every  step  the  downward  inclination  increases,  and  the  move- 
ment becomes  more  rapid.  It  is  very  deceptive,  often  delightful, 
but,  unarrested,  it  is  damning.  How  terrible  to  find  one's  self  on 
the  "  down  grade"  at  the  end  of  life ! 

8.  The  hold  upon  the  "  brake"  lost  1  How  terrible  I  The  fran- 
tic steeds  press  on.  The  unlightened  load  pushes  upon  them. 
The  deep  chasm  yawns  now  on  this  side,  now  on  that.  The  stage 
reels.  The  passengers  shriek  out  in  the  agony  of  fear,  and  then 
of  despair.  Convulsively  the  driver  reaches  after  the  lost  brake. 
It  is  in  vain.  Too  late  1  The  speed  of  this  chariot  of  death  can- 
not be  checked.  The  ruin  is  irretrievable.  Habit  is  master  now. 
Passion  is  master  now.  The  will  is  demoralized.  Hope  is  gone. 
Strength  is  gone.  Time  wasted,  returns  no  more.  Down,  down, 
down.    A  cry!.  A  leap!    Darkness!    Silence! — S.  S.  Journal. 


Three-fourth*  of  the  difficulties  and  miseries  of  men  come 
from  the  fact  that  most  want  wealth  without  earning  it,  fame 
without  deserving  it,  popularity  without  temperance,  happiness 
without  holiness. 


£tt*rarg  Dfotts. 


I«r»  National  Bxctoloprdia,  published  by  Francis  B.  Felt  &  Co.,  to 
Which  we  oil  the  attention  of  oar  reader*  In  oar  advertising  columns,  Is  just- 
ly entitled  to  be  called  a  compendium  of  universal  information.  Never  be- 
fore have  we  seen  a  work  of  this  kind  attempted  with  the  promise  the  opening 
numbers  give  as,  of  becoming  such  a  valuable  addition  to  our  private  and 
public  libraries  as  a  reliable  work  of  reference.  To  compact  within  the  covers 
of  one  octavo  volume,  not  only  what  is  usually  included  In  a  cyclopedia,  bat 
the  substance  of  the  gazetteer  and  the  dictionaries  of  law,  medicine,  biog- 
raphy, and  the  English  language,  carefully  revised  and  corrected  np  to  the 
present  time,  has  been  the  aim  of  its  editor.  Dr.  Colange.  That  the  pub- 
lishers have  not  failed  in  their  ambition  to  place  within  the  reach  of  all  a 
work  so  completely  filling  a  long-felt  need,  Is  amply  verified  by  the  first  two 
numbers,  appealing  so  directly  as  they  do  to  the  understanding  by  the  direct 
mode  of  treatment,  conciseness,  and  reliability  of  their  contents.  A  compend 
of  dictionaries,  it  merits  the  title  of  "cyclopedia,"  and  is  destined  to  form 


not  only  the  principal  part  of  the  home  library,  bat  one  of  the  moat  useful  ad- 
ditions to  the  larger  circle  of  the  public. 

Tin  Illustrates  Christian  Weekly,  from  the  cultured  tone  of  its  readme 
matter  and  the  beauty  of  Its  Illustrations,  has  already  won  for  itself  a  high 
position  among  the  periodicals  of  the  day.  The  Thanksgiving  number  con- 
tained a  four-page  supplement,  enriched  with  thirteen  deslgnsv  In  which 
short  notices  were  given  of  the  holiday  publications  of  the  American  Tract 
Society.  An  account  was  also  given  in  It  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  New- 
York  "  Home  for  the  Friendless."  In  the  following  number,  Or.  Robinson, 
the  oriental  traveller,  began  a  series  of  illustrated  article*  on  Eastern  Life  and 
Scenery.  We  notice  the  publishers  offer  to  send  to  any  address  the  number* 
from  Thanksgiving  to  the  close  of  1ST)  far  (3. 

jBsthbtiBb  ;  oh,  The  Scibncr  or  Beautt,  by  Professor  Baseom,  of  Williams 
College,  comprises  a  series  of  sixteen  lectures  on  the  principles  of  taste.  The 
aim  is  to  substantiate  the  claim  of  taste  to  rank  as  a  distinct  science,  and  the 
careful  reader  will  admit  that  the  author  has  brought  to  hl»  endeavor  the  aid 
of  well-put  argument  and  a  lucid  and  graceful  style.  Without  the  diffuseness 
or  the  technicalities  of  Ruskln  and  other  less  cerebrated  exponent*  of  Nathal- 
ies, Professor  Baseom  gives  us  a  treatise  full  of  thought  and  culture,  which  is 
well  worthy  of  a  general  circulation.  Such  books  are  potent  In  their  refining 
Influences,  and  fulfil  a  useful  mission.  (Woolworth,  Alneworth  &  Co.,  New- 
York  and  Chicago.) 

A.  D.  F.  Randolph  &  Co.  'a  press  has  been  notably  prolific  of  tastefully  gotteo- 
up  and  pleasantly  written  holiday  books,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  a 
sweet  little  poem  of  the  pensive  order,  entitled  The  Baby'i  Thbtge,  by  Edward 
Abbott,  and  the  several  stories.  Signal  IAghU;  Fabric*,  a  Story  o/  To-Day  ; 
Miet  Roberts' t  Fortune;  and  Annie  Maton,  or  The  TempU  of  Shetle.  It  la 
needless  to  say  that,  like  all  books  bearing  the  imprint  of  this  house,  these 
are  of  high  moral  tone,  exceptionally  well  written,  and,  as  to  external*,  dain- 
tily presented. 

Christ  and  the  Bible,  Not  thr  Bible  and  Christ,  by  Rer.'Dr.  Muhlenberg, 
is  a- compact  and  well-argued  tract,  commending  Christ  a*  the  fiat  object  el 
faith.  Believing  In  Him,  we  come  naturally  to  believe  In  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
the  Scriptures.  "Plant  yourself,"  says  the  author,  "on  Jeeua  Christ,  seek 
the  Holy  Spirit  for  your  deeper  implanting  la  Him,  and  give  all  difficulties 
about  the  Bible  to  the  winds."  Thl*  little  book  U  a  radiant  bit  of  religious 
literature.  In  Dr.  Muhlenberg'*  happiest  vein.  (Published  by  A.  J>.  F. 
Randolph  &  Co.) 

Tiachib's  Guide  (to  accompany  Bartholomew's  Drawing-Book  No.  1).  A 
Compendious  Ghaxxar  op  tub  Gbexk  Lanooaqs.  By  Alpheus  Crosby.  Pub- 
lished by  Woolworth,  Alnsworth  &  Co.  These  are  text-beoks  which  evince 
due  care  In  their  preparation,  and  will  doubtless  perform  their  part  in  the 
great  educational  scheme.  The  Greek  Grammar  is  an  abridgment  of  Professor 
Crosby's  larger  work.  Its  typography  and  general  appearance  are  unusually 
good,  and  Its  arrangement  is  such  as  to  supply  all  the  wants  of  a  student  of  the 
language. 

Our  members  who  affect  German  literature  will  find  it  worth  their  while  to 
send  to  E  Stelger,  S3  Frankfort-street,  New-York,  for  one  of  hla  very  suggestive 
catalogues  of  publications  In  that  language.  These  embrace  lists  of  Presentation 
Books,  Protestant  Theology.  Philosophy  and  Esthetics,  Juveniles  and  Picture- 
Books,  and  Kindergarten  literature,  each  separately  catalogued.  Whichever 
catalogue  may  be  ordered  will  be  cheerfully  sent  by  mail. 

Thr  Aldinx  Is,  in  ail  respect*,  the  handsomest  paper  published  in  this 
country.  Even  its  typography  is  artistic,  while  the  illustrations  are  of  the 
highest  class  of  art,  Interesting  in  character,  and  profuse  in  number.  We  an 
pleased  to  notice  the  progress  and  apparent  success  of  tht*  enterprise.  A*  a 
powerful  lever  in  raising  and  refining  the  popular  taste,  such  a  publication  a* 
the  Aldine  deserves  an  extended  circulation. 

Tick'*  Floral  Guide  job  1878  has  been  received.  It  Is  elegantly  printed 
on  fine  tinted  paper,  In  two  colon,  and  Illustrated  with  a  great  number  of  en- 
gravings of  flowers  and  vegetable*.  The  book  is  a  marvel  of  beauty,  to  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  mailed  to  any  applicant  who  will  forward  ten  cents.  It  is 
a  foil  catalogue  of  gardening  and  floral  matters,  Including  Instructions  in  full. 
Published  by  James  Vide,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Littbll's  Lrvnie  Age  contain*  the  cream  of  both  home  and  foreign  litera- 
ture, and  is  a  treasury  of  extract*  from  contemporaneous  English  reviews  and 
magazines  not  easily  accessible  to  the  American  reader.  We  know  of  no  sin- 
gle periodical  whose  thoughtful  perusal  will  so  thoroughly  furnish  eae's  mind 
with  material  for  conversation,  reflection,  or  suggestive  study. 

The  Sunday-School  Timet  has  passed  into  the  hand*  of  Mr.  John  Wanua- 
maker,  of  Philadelphia.  It  is  to  be  enlarged  and  improved,  with  the  view  to 
a  mora  extended  circulation  and  usefulness,  all  the  profits  of  the  enterprise 
being  pledged  to  the  improvement  of  the  paper.  Messrs.  J.  S.  Hart  and  I.  N. 
Baker  are  the  editors. 

From  G.  B.  Roys,  of  828  Broadway,  we  have  received  the  latest  number  of 
the  tovorite  English  periodical  Dark  Blue,  which  has  so  rapidly  gained  for  it- 
self a  foremost  place  in  English  current  literature.  The  Graphic  and  all 
other  papers,  home  and  imported,  are  also  to  be  had  of  Mr.  Roya. 

Wx  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  copy  or  the  Presbyterian  Memorial  Offering. 
1870-41,  which  give*  the  detail*  of  that  wondrous  outburst  of  Christian  chart 
ty  whereby  in  a  single  twelvemonth  the  sum  of  $7,888,883.85  was  contrib 
uted  by  that  communion  to  the  service  and  glory  of  tb*  Muter. 
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Bet.  John  Lord,  D  X> ,  has  announced  a  coarse  of  twenty -five 
historical  lectures,  to  be  delivered  at  Association  Hall,  New- York, 
on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  (at  11  SO  ajl),  from  January  8th  to 
April  1st.    The  ability  of  the  lecturer,  the  wide  range  of  subjects, 
and  the  occupancy  of  the  entire  season  in  their  discussion,  give 
this  course  of  lectures  the  preeminence  among  literary  entertain- 
ments this  winter.    We  append  the  list  of  subjects,  premising 
that  the  programme  would  seem  to  comprise  many  of  the  elements 
of  a  liberal  education : 
Monday,  January  8th,  "  Glories  of  the  Ancient  Roman  Civilization." 
Thursday,  January  11th,  "  Society  In  the  Old  Pagan  Empire." 
Monday,  January  16th,  "  The  Fall  or  the  Empire  and  Its  Causes." 
Thursday,    January  18th,  "  The   Martyrs  —  The   Early  Struggles  or  the 
Church." 
Monday,  January  Sid,  "  Constantino— Union  of  Church  and  State." 
Thnnday,  January  35th,  "  Basil— The  Primitive  Monks." 
Monday,  January  SBth,  "  Chrysostom— The  Orators  of  the  Early  Church." 
Thursday,  February  1st,  "  Ambrose— Bishops  oT  the  Early  Church." 
Monday,  February  5th, "  Augustine— The  Theologians  of  the  Early  Church." 
Thursday,  February  8th,  "  Jerome— The  Literature  of  the  Early  Church." 
Monday,  February  12th,  "  Paula— Christian  Women  of  the  Early  Church." 
Thursday,  February  15th,  "Gregory  the  Great— The  Early  Popes." 
Monday,  February  19th,  "  Mohammed— Saracenic  Conquests." 
Thursday.  February  28d,  "  Charlemagne— Hevlval  of  the  Western  Empire." 
Monday,  February  86th,  "  Alfred  the  Great— The  Saxon  Monarchy." 
Thursday,  February  JSth,  "  Hlldebrand— The  Papal  Supremacy." 
Monday,  March  4th,  "  Bernard— The  Monastic  System." 
Thursday,  March  7th,  "  Beckett— The  Liberties  of  the  Saxon  Chorea." 
Monday,  March  11th,  "  Abelard— The  Scholastic  Doctors." 
Thursday,  March  14th,  "  Charles  the  Bold— The  Feudal  Barons." 


Monday,  March  17th,  "  Godfrey— The  Crusaders." 
Thursday.  March  31st,  "  Philippe— The  Woman  of  Chivalry." 
Monday,  March  ltd,  "William  of  Wykeham— Gothic  Architecture." 
Thursday,  March  SBth,  "  Wycklifle— The  Dawn  or  the  Reformation." 
Monday,  April  1st,  "Leo  X.— The  Necessity  of  Reform." 


New-York  City  Mission. — The  New- York  City  Mission 
held  their  forty-fifth  anniversary  at  the  Presbyterian  church, 
Fifth-avenue,  on  December  17th.  The  principal  speakers 
were  Rev.  Dr.  Hall,  Rev.  H.  D.  Ganse,  and  Mr.  Wetmore,  the 
President  of  the  Society.  Several  of  the  city  missionaries 
made  brief  statements  of  the  operations  and  results  of  the  past 
year,  from  which  it  was  shown  that  the  year  1871  had  been  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  Among  the 
results  of  the  year's  labor  were  the  following  interesting 
items:  1963  children  induced  to  join  the  Sabbath-schools,  11,- 
608  persons  persuaded  to  attend  churches  and  missions,  2049 
temperance  pledges,  2392  families  and  6600  persons  aided,  and 
$6500  contributions  given,  besides  clothing,  fuel,  food,  and 
medicine.  The  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  past  year 
were  150,556. 


A  religion  which  never  suffices  to  govern  a  man  will  never 
suffice  to  save  him ;  that  which  does  not  distinguish  him  from  a 
wicked  world  will  never  distinguish  him  from  a  perishing  world. 


An  exchange  remarks  that  "  many  a  child  sings, '  I  want  to  be 
an  angel,'  who  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  he  wanted  to  be  a 
good  boy." 
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COLGATE  &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 

as  the 

STANDARD 

.07  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  In 

PERFUMERY 

AMD 

.  TOUjEIT"  i&JITICSCBs, 

THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

3-lass  Makers'  Bed  Lead,   etc. 


UNSEED    OIL, 

Saw,  Boiled,  and  Banned. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

OBTERAL  AGENTS, 

S8T  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 
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STEAK  TO  AND  FROM  GLASGOW, 

calling:  at 
moville,  londonderry 

To  land  and  embark  Passengers. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE. 

r A VOMTE  CLYDE-BUILT  PASSENGER  STEAM- 
ERS, 
America,         Caledonia, .    India, 
Angela.  Columbia,      Iowa, 

Australia,       Buropa,  Iamalte, 

Britannia  Seandanavte 

SAIL  EVERY  WEDNESDAY  AND  SATURDAY, 

From  Pier  30,  North  River,  at  1«  o'clock,  Noon. 

Rates  of  Passage  payable  la  Currency,  and  as  low  as 
byany  other  Ftat-Class  Line. 

Passengers  are  also  booked  and  forwarded  to  any 
Railway  station  In  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  to 
Hamburg,  Havre,  Antwerp,  Bremen,  Rotterdam,  ate. 
Exoureion  Tickets  Good  for  IS  Months. 

These  Steamers  are  replete  with  every  comfort  and 
Convenience,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  In  the  ar- 
rangements to  give  satisfaction  to  all  classes  of  passen- 
gers. 

Prepaid  Tickets  from  Glasgow  or  Londonderry,  and 
all  parts  of  Europe,  Issued  to  parties  wishing  to  send 
for  their  friends,  or  otherwise, 

AT  LOWE8T  BATES. 

For  farther  Information,  apply  at  the  Company's 
office,  No.  1  Bowling  Green,  New  York, 

HENDERSON  BROTHERS. 
Haw  Yobs,  January,  1871. 


ASBDRY  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

805  BROADWAY, 

Oor.  11th  St.,  New-York. 

C.  C.  NORTH,  President. 
A.  V.  8TODT,  Vice-President 
J.  A.  STILES,  Secretary. 
MARCUS  D.  SAVIN,  Superintendent  of  Agendas. 


TJ8E 

JOHN  OWICHT  A  CO.'S 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    GARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Slip,  New-York. 
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T.   Q.   SELLEW, 
DESKS, 

Offioe  and  Library 

FURNITURE. 

No.  103  Fulton  Street, 

NEW-YORK. 

♦ 

Banks  and  Offices  Fitted  Up. 


FINE  GOLD  JEWELRY. 
CAMEO  8ERTS,   INOS     SLEEVE- 
BUTTONS,    Etc. 
Cameo  Portraits  Cut  to  Order. 

HWTIT.T.   JKWJSLBY. 
Enrringt,  Necklace i,  Monogram  Xocittt*. 

SCHUYLER,  .HARTLEY  *  GRAHAM. 
S3  Joint  Stbzet  in  IS  Mamas  Lun, 

Nsjw-Yosw. 


Washington  Life  Insurance  Co. 

ASSETS,  $S,0O0,0O0. 

Policies  issued  of  every  description  on  the  moat 
liberal  terms,  and  non-forfeiting. 

S3  tnsnew  square. 

War.  XjLTOIT,  Agmt, 

Also  Agent  of  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Fire 
Insurance  Co.    Capital,  $110,000,000. 


BANKRUPT.  W^'SSI 

Gold  Hunting  Case  Watches,  full  jewelled,  detached 
lever  movements,  $28  each,  usual  price  $45.  More 
expensive  Ladles'  Hunting  Watches,  and  elegant 
solid  gold  Leontlne  and  Opera  chains,  and  gents'  vent 
solid  gold  chains,  from  auction,  at  proportions** 
prices.  Goods  sent  C.  O.  D.,  privilege  to  examine. 
P.  J.  NASH.  71»  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

"  Worthy  the  fullest  couddeiioe."— Chrtittan  Adtntatr, 
N.Y.  •'Just  what  ho  represents  them."—  Christian. 
Unton.  "AH  that  Mr.  Nash  sere  may  he  depended  «■—  ~ 
— Christian  at  IFerk.    I     ,nil(TIP 
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COME  TO  ME. 
The  following  beaatiful  hymn  has  been,  attributed  to  Rev. 
Hugh  White,  but  mistakenly.     It  was  written  by  that  gifted 
writer  of  hymns,  Charlotte  Elliot,  whose  "  Just  as  I  am,"  has 
found  a  permanent  place  in  the  universal  Christian  heart : 

"  With  tearful  eyes  I  look  around, 
Life  seems  a  dark  and  stormy  sea ; 
Yet  midst  the  gloom  1  hear  the  sound, 
A  heavenly  whisper,  Come  to  Me  1 

"  It  tells  me  of  a  place  of  rest ; 

It  tells  me  where  the  soul  may  flee ; 
O I  to  the  weary,  faint,  opprest, 
How  sweet  the  bidding,  Come  to  Me  t 

"  When  the  poor  heart  with  anguish  learns, 
That  earthly  props  resigned  must  be ; 
And  from  each  broken  cistern  turns, 
It  hears  the  accents.  Come  to  Me  1 

"  When  against  sin  I  strive  in  vain. 
And  cannot  from  its  yoke  get  free ; 
Sinking  beneath  the  heavy  chain, 
The  words  arrest  me,  Come  to  Me  I 

"  When  nature  shudders,  loth  to  part 
From  all  1  love,  enjoy  and  see ; 
When  a  faint  chill  steals  o'er  my  heart, 
A  sweet  voice  utters,  Come  to  Me ! 

"  Come,  for  all  else  must  fail  and  die ; 
Earth  is  no  resting-place  for  thee ; 
Heavenward  direct  thy  weeping  eye 
I  am  thy  portion,  Come  to  Me  I 

"  O I  voice  of  mercy,  voice  of  love  I 
In  conflict,  grief,  and  agony, 
Support  me,  cheer  me  from  above. 
And  gently  whisper,  Come  to  Me  I 


THE  TEST  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

Why  should  voting  privileges  and  office-holding,  in  Young 
Men's  Christian  associations,  be  exclusively  confined  to  members 
of  Evangelical  churches  1  This  is  the  question  upon  whose  intel- 
ligent answer,  depends  the  successful  establishment  and  continued 
usefulness  of  many  a  new  association.  Let  us  assist  in  the  work 
of  conservative  organization,  by  gathering  into  a  single  effective 
group,  the  main  arguments  presented  by  some  of  our  most  expe- 
rienced members,  in  past  discussions  of  this  important  theme. 

Active  membership  in  our  associations,  with  the  right  to  vote 
and  hold  office,  then,  should  be  the  exclusive  right  of  Evangeli- 
cal church-members,  for  the  following  reasons : 

1.  Because  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  institution  of  which 
the  individual  association  is  a  part,  is  expressly  Evangelical.  Suc- 
cessive conventions  of  these  associations  in  Europe  and  in  America, 
have  affirmed  and  reaffirmed  that  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian 
associations  seek  to  unite  those  young  men  who,  regarding 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  according  to  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  desire  to  be  His  disciples,  in  their  doctrine  and  in  their 
life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom 
among  young  men."  And  at  Portland,  in  1869,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  :  "  That,  as  these  organizations  bear  the  name  of 
Christian,  and  profess  to  be  engaged  directly  in  the  Saviour's  ser- 
vice, so  it  is  clearly  their  duty  to  maintain  the  control  and  man 
agement  of  all  their  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  who  profess  to 
love,  and  publicly  avow,  their  faith  in  Jesus  the  Redeemer,  as  Di 
vine,  and  who  testify,  their  faith  by  becoming  and  remaining  mem 


bers  of  churches  held  to  be  Evangelical.  And  we  hold  those 
churches  to  be  Evangelical  which,  maintaining  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures to  be  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  do  be- 
lieve in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (the  only-begotten  of  the  Father, 
King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  in  whom  dwelloth  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead  bodily,  and  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  though 
knowing  no  sin,  bearing  our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  the  tree,)  as 
the  only  name  under  heaven  given  among  men,  whereby  we  must 
be  saved  from  everlasting  punishment."  From  this  platform 
there  has  rarely,  since,  been  any  dissent.  By  its  provisions,  all 
active  members  must  be  Christ's  disciples  and  worker*  In  His 
vineyard.    Non-church-members  fail  to  meet  this  test. 

3.  Because  mere  moral  character  does  not  furnish  a  sufficiently 
definite  protection  or  promise.  Of  such  are  many  avowed  infidels, 
and  we  all  know,  in  social  life,  many  whose  morality  cannot  be 
impeached,  but  whose  interest  or  activity  in  Christian  work  can- 
not safely  be  counted  on.  Unconverted  men  are  not  the  likeliest 
lay  preachers  of  the  Gospel ,  or  the  fit  custodians  of  a  society  formed 
for  saving  young  men's  souls. 

8.  Because,  if  moral  men  may  become  active  members  and  vote, 
they  hold  the  power  to  so  amend  the  constitution  as  to  grad- 
uate it  to  their  own  views,  and  thus  alienate  the  society  from  its 
principles  and  professed  work.  No  form  of  words  can  prevent  a 
constitution  from  being  so  wrought  upon  as  to  provide  that  any 
active  member  can  hold  office ;  and,  modest  as  may  be  the  claim 
to  vote  only,  it  involves,  inevitably,  the  power  to  alter  the  com- 
pact so  as  to  permit  any  voter  to  hold  any  office  in  the  gift  of  (he 
voters.  Such  effects  have  been  known  to  follow  this  cause  in 
other  places,  and  no  really  successful  or  prosperous  society  exists, 
whose  pith  and  marrow  have  been  extracted  by  this  process. 

4.  Because  the  work  we  have  in  hand  cannot  safely  be  commit- 
ted to  men  of  moral  character  only,  to  men  who  do  not  heartily 
love  God  and  openly  avow  that  love.  Is  it  rational  to  expect 
those  who  are  unsaved  themselves,  to  work  very  earnestly  or  in- 
telligently for  the  salvation  of  others  t  To  allow  this  is  to  sur- 
render the  ground  which  we,  in  common  with  the  church, 
have  always  occupied ;  vis. :  that  the  teaching  of  the  truths  of 
the  Gospel,  and  the  exemplification  of  them  in  the  lives  of  be- 
lievers are,  under  God,  the  means  in  our  hands  of  securing  tho 
salvation  of  men.  Morality  is  not  religion ;  and  zeal,  however 
ardent  and  ambitious,  needs  to  be  according  to  knowledge. 

5.  Because  we  are  not  to  set  ourselves  up  to  decide  whether  ap- 
plicants for  active  membership  are,  or  are  not,  Christians.  The 
associations  cannot  become  boards  of  examiners.  We  must  ac- 
cept church-membership  as  evidence.  A  man  may,  perhaps,  be  a 
Christian  without  being  a  church-member,  but  if  church-mem- 
bership is  thought  by  him  of  less  account  than  membership  with 
us,  we  are  safe  in  concluding  that  he  will  be  no  accession  to  our 
active  force. 

6.  Because  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  the  organisers  of  a  so- 
ciety to  prescribe  its  objects  and  the  methods  of  attaining  them, 
and,  in  our  case,  young  men  of  different  communions,  believing 
that  the  creeds  are  enough  alike  to  admit  of  harmonious  cooper- 
ation, have  agreed  to  band  themselves  together  for  missionary 
and  evangelizing  purposes,  making  the  salvation  of  young  men 
their  specialty.  It  is  wiser  to  dissolve  this  organization  at  once, 
and  do  our  individual  duty  in  the  line  prescribed,  than  to  assist 
Satan  in  capturing  our  machinery,  and  in  fettering  our  limbs  so 
as  to  prevent  our  usefulness. 

7.  Because,  to  make  effective  our  influence  over  unconverted 
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young  men  does  not  necessarily  involve  making  tliem  active 
members,  any  more  thai  their  preliminary  admission  to  church- 
membership  secures  their  conversion.  The  churches  labor  to  save 
sinners.  ■  Does  any  one  insist  that,  therefore,  they  ought  to  first 
admit  them  to  membership  ? 

8.  Because  our  associate  members — who  must  be  men  of  good 
moral  character— enjoy  already  all  the  benefits  of  the  society,  and 
all  its  advantages,  without  itB  responsibilities  ;  and  to  give  them 
its  control  would  take  the  word  "  Christian"  from  its  title  and 
character.  Irreligious  young  men  cannot,  manifestly,  manage 
a  Christian  association  so  as  to  promote  the  spiritual  growth  of 
themselves  or  others ;  and  if  they  do  vote  and  hold  office  in  it, 
membership  could  not  be  of  value  to  them,  for  it  would  no  longer 
be  a  Christian  association.  If  they  wish  to  join  it  merely  to  con- 
trol it,  it  is  evident  that  they  wish  to  make  it  something  else 
than  a  Christian  association,  which  is  a  sufficient  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  granted  its  control.  If  we  cannot  induce  them  to 
join  it  withont  first  eliminating  its  Christianity,  we  do  not  bring 
them  into  a  Christian  association  at  all ;  so  that  their  last  state 
is  no  better  than  their  first. 

t>.  Because  their  pecuniary  assistance  is  not,  or  should  not  be, 
the  financial  dependence  of  the  society.  We  are  doing  a  religious 
work  in  the  name  of  the  Master,  and  must  expect  our  support 
from  His  friends  for  His  sake,  and  any  association  that  relies 
upon  the  fees  of  its  associate  members  for  its  support,  or  induces 
them  to  join  it  for  the  sake  of  their  money,  is  not  worthy  of  sup- 
port, or  even  of  existence.  This  is  too  petty  a  business  for  a 
Christian  association  to  be  engaged  in. 

10.  Because  many  associations  have,  in  the  past,  been  projected 
on  this  false  basis  of  membership,  only  to  sink  out  of  sight  or 
into  imbecility  in  a  few  short  months,  leaving  the  Christian  young 
men  connected  with  them,  on  the  enemy's  ground  bound  hand 
and  foot ;  and  because  at  this  very  day,  hundreds  of  fields  are 
without  working  associations,  from  the  fact  that  this  demoraliz- 
ing question  has  kept  the  young  men  talking  instead  of  acting. 
Associations  without  number  have  been  fettered  at  the  start  by 
this  embarrassing  proposition.  Others,  once  well  established, 
have  been  shipwrecked  on  this  rock,  and,  so  far  as  the  records 
show,  not  a  society  has  let  down  the  bars  of  active  membership, 
withont  letting  in  the  elements  of  discord  and  destruction. 

Our  interest,  our  duty,  our  conscience,  our  aspirations  for  use- 
fulness-~all  alike  forbid  acquiesence  with  this  demand  of  equal 
rights,  as  between  mere  morality, and  practical  Christianity,  in 
the  control  of  our  Christian  associations. 


THE  COUNTRY'S  DANGER  AND  THE  CHRISTIAN'S 
DUTY. 

Society  is  the  aggregate  of  individuals ;  and  the  virtues  or 
vices  of  society  are,  consequently,  only  the  aggregate  of  the  vir- 
tues or  vices  which  individuals  either  practice  or  sanction.  We 
may  not,  personally,  commit  a  crime,  and  yet  we  may  be  responsi- 
ble, to  some  extent  at  least,  for  the  crimes  we  have  failed  to  pro 
test  againBt  and  to  seek  to  prevent.  Doubtless  not  a  few  of  the 
positive  vices  which  have  destroyed  the  reputation  and  blasted 
the  earthly  hopes  of  many  a  youthful  and  inexperienced  adven- 
turer may  be  traced,  indirectly,  to  the  example  of  those  who 
would  themselves  scorn  to  perpetrate  a  criminal  act,  but  who, 
nevertheless,  have  been  culpably  unmindful  of  the  moral  influ- 
ence of  their  social  habits  and  their  ostentatious  manner  of  life. 

The  tendency  of  our  time,  as  all  will  admit,  is  to  wasteful  ex- 
.  travagance,  to  wild  speculation,  to  frantic  efforts  to  accumulate 
colossal  fortunes,  otherwise  than  by  the  slow  processes  of  Industry 
and  gradual  accretion.  Among  the  causes  which  have  been  named 
as  inducing  this  state  of  things,  mention  has  been  made  of  the 
late  civil  war,  which  not  only  unsettled,  as  all  wars  must,  the 
ordinary  business  habits  of  the  country,  but  which,  also,  by  neces- 
sitating a  sudden  and  enormous  Inflation  of  the  currency,  gave 
encouragement  to  all  speculative  projects,  and  opened  visions  of 


wealth  to  multitudes  who  had  never  before  dreamed  of  fortune. 
Whatever  the  causes  may  be,  however,  the  fact  is  indisputable, 
and  the  demoralization  has  become  very  general.  The  mania,  re- 
ferred to  has  led,  in  many  instances,  to  the  sacrifice  of  personal  honor 
and  honesty,  to  stupendous  frauds,  both  in  official  and  in  more 
private  circles,  and  to  a  lowering,  to  no  small  extent,  of  the  stand- 
ard of  public  morality. 

Now,  it  becomes  all  good  citizens  to  set  their  faces  against  these 
corrupting  influences,  and  to  inaugurate  a  reform  by  themselves 
setting  the  example  of  greater  simplicity  of  manners,  and  of  less 
foolish  display  in  their  style  of  living.  When  we  have  gone 
back,  in  this  regard,  to  some  of  the  Spartan  virtues  of  earlier 
times,  we  shall  have  lost  nothing  of  comfort  and  of  self-respect, 
and  society  wall  have  gained  much. 

Next  to  this  comes  into  view  the  duty  which  every  citizen  owes 
to  his  country,  in  the  way  of  aiming  to  purify  the  corrupt  politi- 
cal fountains,  and  in  seeking  to  elevate  to  places  of  power  only 
the  honest  and  the  competent.  Much  has  been  said  on  this  point 
of  late,  and  the  effect,  so  far,  has  been  salutary.  Too  much  im- 
portance, however,  cannot  be  attached  to  this  matter,  and  it  a 
needful  that  the  duty  in  question  should  be  constantly  pressed 
upon  our  attention. 

The  error  from  which  we  have  suffered,  more  perhaps  thai 
from  any  other,  and  the  mistake  which  has  proved  almost  irrep- 
arable, has  been  that  of  the  divorcement  of  morality  and  politic*. 
Men  had  come  to  think,  very  generally,  that  everything  was  fair 
in  politics  if  it  only  succeeded,  and  that  even  knaves  and  black- 
guards were  not  ineligible  to  offices  of  trust,  if  the  interests  of  i 
party  might  thereby  be  subserved.  We  have  seen,  in  a  measure, 
what  has  been  the  result  of  this  perversion  of  the  public  con- 
science.  But  these  scenes  will  be  reSnacted  over  and  over  again, 
unless  the  people  of  onr  country,  placing  principle  above  party, 
sternly  resolve  that  purity  and  honesty  and  virtue  shall  constitute 
the  foundation  of  onr  political  structures.  But  purity  and  hon- 
esty are  abstract  terms.  We  cannot  elect  these  qualities  except 
in  the  concrete  sense.  The  only  way  to  secure  them  is  to  elect 
the  men  who  are  known  to  possess  the  requisite  virtues.  It  u 
sheer  nonsense  to  talk  about  purifying  the  politics  of  a  country, 
if  those  who  hold  the  franchise  in  their  hands  will  regard  men 
intellectual  brilliancy,  or  the  mere  wielding  of  moneyed  power, 
as  worth  more  to  the  nation  than  simple  morality,  honesty,  and 
truth.  Intelligence,  indeed,  Is  needful.  Ignorance  in  high  places 
has  been  one  of  the  curses  of  our  land  ;  but  intelligence  ought 
never  to  be  any  recommendation  to  responsible  office  where  then 
is,  coupled  with  the  mental  qualification,  immorality  of  character. 
There  are  honest  people  enough,  who  are  also  Intelligent.  Modi 
less  should  an  American  citizen  consent  to  bow  down  before  men 
moneyed  vulgarity. 

These  things,  it  need  not  be  said,  have  no  reference  to  the  in- 
terest of  any  political  party.  Indeed,  this  is  not  a  question  of 
party  at  all,  in  the  sense  which  we  ordinarily  attach  to  the  word. 
It  is  simply  a  question  between  honesty  and  dishonesty,  between 
truth  and  falsehood,  between  good  government  and  bad.  It  is  a 
question  which  involves  our  political  freedom,  our  dearest  rights, 
our  very  existence  as  a  popular  government.  The  duty,  there- 
fore, which  we  are  considering  is  a  Christian  duty.  No  citizen 
can  shirk  his  responsibility  in  this  matter  and  be  guiltless.  Not 
only  the  country,  but  God  also,  in  this  regard,  calls  upon  every 
man  to  do  his  duty. 

What  is  Imperatively  demanded,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  i» 
the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a  healthful  public  sentiment.  It 
is  just  here  that  our  greatest  danger  lies.  The  whole  social  and 
civic  blood  is  vitiated,  and  we  need  a  reform  which  wi  II  go  to  the 
bottom  of  things — a  reform  which  will  reach  deeper  than  onr 
pockets,  and  which  will  make  public  opinion  essentially  moral, 
as  well  as  expediently  honest.  In  this  reform  all  the  friends  of 
virtue  should  lend  a  hand.  Mothers  should  teach  these  thingp 
to  their  children.  The  text-books  of  our  schools  should  ind\lca4> 
the  lessons.  Men  should  talk  about  them  by  the  way-side,  irJLbl> 
counting-room,  in  the  workshop — everywhere  and  at  all  tixaea  itl 
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great  troth  should  be  pondered  and  impressed,  that  "  Righteous- 
ness exalteth  a  nation,  while  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people." 

The  malady  of  society  is  in  the  heart,  not  upon  the  surface  of 
the  body,  or  in  the  mere  limbs.  To  remove  the  outward  excres- 
cences, therefore,  the  disease  must  be  attacked  at  its  source,  and, 
for  this,  Christianity  alone  is  adequate.  To  make  society  perma- 
nently better,  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  must  be  proclaimed 
and  accepted.  Those,  then,  are  the  true  reformers  and  the  most 
intelligent  patriots  who,  while  not  neglecting  the  outward  puri- 
fication and  amendment,  aim,  most  of  all,  to  deposit  in  the  bosom 
of  society  that  best  and  most  conservative  of  influences,  the  re- 
ligion which  regenerates  and  sanctifies  the  inner  man.  This,  as 
lovers  of  our  country,  we  ought  especially  to  remember. 

The  hope  of  our  republic  is  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  "  Other 
foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ." 
This  is  true,  not  of  the  Chnrch  alone,  but  it  is  true  also  of  all 
beneficent  human  governments.  Christianity  is  the  corner-atone 
of  our  liberties.  We  would  take  up  our  country's  cry,  and  plead 
for  the  perpetuity  of  the  constitution  and  the  government.  But 
we  would  utter  a  yet  more  significant  and  a  more  comprehensive 
cry,  and  we  would  plead  for  the  constitution  and  the  government 
of  God  as  the  only  effectual  guarantee  of  oar  freedom  and  our 
lights ;  for  "  if  the  foundations  be  destroyed,  what  can  the  right- 
eous do  V 


THE  WANDEBING  JEW. 

The  ages  come  and  go, 

The  centuries  pass  as  years ; 

My  hair  is  as  white  as  the  snow, 

My  feet  are  weary  and  slow, 

The  earth  is  wet  with  my  tears 

The  kingdoms  crumble,  and  fall 

Apart,  like  a  ruined  wall, 

Or  a  bank  that  is  undermined 

By  a  river's  ceaseless  flow, 

And  leave  no  trace  behind. 

The  world  itself  is  old ; 

The  portals  of  time  unfold 

On  hinges  of  iron,  that  grate 

And  groan  with  the  rust  and  the  weight, 

Like  the  hinges  of  a  gate 

That  hath  fallen  to  decay : 

But  the  evil  doth  not  cease ; 

There  is  war  instead  of  peace  ; 

Instead  of  love  there  is  hate ; 

And  still  I  most  wander  and  wait, 

Still  I  must  watch  and  pray, 

Not  forgetting  in  whose  sight 

A  thousand  years  in  their  flight 

Are  as  a  single  day. 

The  life  of  man  is  a  gleam 
Of  light,  that  comes  and  goes 
Like  the  course  of  a  holy  stream — 
The  cityless  river  that  flows, 
From  fountains  no  one  knows, 
Through  the  Lake  of  Galilee, 
Through  forests  and  level  lands, 
Over  rocks,  and  shallows,  and  sands 
Of  a  wilderness  wild  and  vast. 
Till  it  findeth  its  rest  at  last 
In  the  desolate  Dead  Sea. 
But,  alas !  alas  for  me, 
Not  yet  this  rest  shall  be ! 

What,  then,  doth  charity  fail  ? 

Is  faith  of  no  avail  1 

Is  hope  blown  out  like  a  light 

By  a  gust  of  wind  in  the  night  1 

The  clashing  of  creeds,  and  the  strife 

Of  the  many  beliefs,  that  in  vain 


Perplex  man's  heart  and  brain, 
Are  naught  but  the  rustle  of  leaves, 
When  the  breath  of  God  upheaves 
The  boughs  of  the  Tree  of  Life,    ' 
And  they  subside  again. 
And  I  remember  still 
The  words,  and  from  whom  they  came, 
"  Not  he  that  repeateth  the  name 
But  he  that  doeth  the  will." 

And  Him  evermore  I  behold 
Walking  in  Galilee 
Through  the  cornfield's  waving  gold, 
In  hamlet,  in  wood,  and  in  wold, 
By  the  shores  of  the  beautiful  sea. 
He  toucheth  the  sightless  eyes  ; 
Before  Him  the  demons  flee ; 
To  the  dead  He  sayeth :  Arise  1 
To  the  living :  Follow  me ! 
And  that  voice  still  soundeth  on 
From  the  centuries  that  are  gone, 
To  the  centuries  that  shall  be. 

From  all  vain  pomps  and  shows, 
From  the  pride  that  overflows, 
And  the  false  conceits  of  men ;  . 

From  all  the  narrow  rules 
And  subtleties  of  schools, 
And  the  craft  of  tODgue  and  pen ; 
Bewildered  in  its  search. 
Bewildered  with  the  cry ; 
Lo,  here  I  lo,  there,  the  Church  ! 
Poor,  sad  humanity, 
Through  all  the  dust  and  heat, 
Turns  back  with  bleeding  feet. 
By  the  weary  road  it  came, 
Unto  the  simple  thought, 
By  the  Great  Master  taught, 
And  thaj  remaineth  still ; 
"  Not  he  that  repeateth  the  name, 
But  he  that  doeth  the  will  I" 

From  Longfellow'i  Divine  Tragedj. 


YOUNG  MEN  IN  CITIES. 

Was  the  necessity  of  Young  Men's  Christian  associations  ever 
more  plainly  presented  than  in  the  following  letter,  written  to  the 
Troy  Time*  by  its  New- York  correspondent  1  And  what  is  true 
of  New- York,  is  relatively  true  of  all  our  large  cities.  Can  wealth 
find  a  better  investment,  or  labor  a  more  promising  field,  than  in 
striving  to  rescue  these  endangered  young  men  t 

"  The  immense  growth 'of  this  city,  is  to  a  large  degree  made 
up  by  emigration,  not  only  from  Europe,  but  also  from  the  inte- 
rior of  the  country.  Families  are  constantly  coming  in,  and  thus 
the  demand  for  dwellings  is  unabated,  while  about  ten  thousand 
young  men  and  boys  annually  come  hither  to  make  their  fortunes. 
Of  the  latter  not  one  out  of  fifty  reaches  permanent  success.  A 
large  number  become  clerks  and  make  a  mere  living,  while  the 
majority  go  to  ruin.  Country  boys  are  so  readily  ensnared  here, 
that  the  chances  are  fearfully  against  them.  They  are  trapped 
on  every  side,  and  those  who  escape  speedy  rain,  are  fain  to  con- 
fess in  after  life  that  they  would  have  done  just  as  well  had  they 
remained  in  the  country.  The  rush,  however,  continues,  and  by 
next  April  several  thousand  fresh  youth  will  be  here,  and  will 
learn  the  same  lesson  of  toil,  privation,  -Jtid  disappointment, 
which  others  have  gone  through.  But  It  is  in  this  way  that  the 
city  is  supplied  with  fresh  food.  New-York  eats  men  up  with 
the  insatiable  appetite  of  a  Moloch,  and  the  cries  of  the  victims 
are  unheard  in  the  general  tumult. 

"  The  victims  of  fashion  may  be  less. pitiable  in  a  general  view, 
than  those  of  poverty,  yet  they  come  to  the  same  .end,  though  by 
different  roads.    We  are  now.  going 
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more  appropriately  the  wv-holy  days,  for  it  to  as  unholy  a  season 
as  one  finds  daring  the  year.  Our  best  young  men  are  as  sorely 
rained  by  becoming  fashionable,  as  by  any  other  kind  of  tempta- 
tion. As  soon  as  a  young  man  is  a  popular  member  of  the  polite 
circles,  and  becomes  the  pet  of  the  ladies,  his  career  as  a  business- 
man may  be  considered  finished.  When  he  studies  appearances 
and  style  with  assiduous  devotion,  and  becomes  an  aspirant  for 
fashionable  circles,  and  to  honored  by  oonstant  cards  of  invitation 

when  he  is  known  as  a  ladies'  man  and  a  neat  partner  at  the 

German  or  the  Lancers,  and  comes  down  to  his  place  of  business 
with  a  fashionable  headache  of  the  Fifth  avenue— then  his  em- 
ployers will  generally  look  out  for  some  one  to  fill  his  place. 
Fashionable  young  men  never  make  efficient  clerks,  and  never 
succeed  in  establishing  a  name  in  business  circles.  Our  patron- 
izing ladies  of  first-class  station  are  fond  of  having  fine-looking 
young  gentlemen  in  their  gay  soirees,  even  if  they  be  wanting  in 
moneyed  attraction,  for  the  rich  young  men  of  the  city  are  so  ef- 
feminate as  to  be  almost  contemptible.  Bat  this  patronage,  as  I 
have  said,  is  destructive,  and  I  never  knew  a  young  business-man 
who  survived  it.  It  to  almost  as  hard  on  the  system  as  life  in  the 
army,  although  in  a  different  way.  It  was  said,  however,  of  the 
troops  of  Hannibal,  that  they  suffered  more  from  the  ease  of  Ca- 
pua than  from  the  armies  of  Home,  and  this  experience  to  equally 
true  in  the  present  day.  Hence,  when  a  business-man  becomes 
the  pet  of  fashion,  his  fate  to  sure.  I  once  knew  a  young  man 
from  the  country,  to  whom  was  opened  just  such  a  door  for  social 
enjoyment.  He  calmly  measured  the  consequences,  and  then  had 
net  re  to  turn  his  back  upon  it.  He  even  abandoned  rich  and  fash- 
ionable relatives,  and  devoted  himself  to  business.  Such  was 
the  price  which  he  paid  for  success.  There  to  no  denying  the  fact 
that  if  men  expect  to  succeed  in  business,  they  must  sacrifice 
many  of  the  so-called  pleasures  of  city  society.  As  I  said,  I  have 
never  known  a  fashionable  young  man  to  amount  to  anything  in 
the  practical  affairs  of  life— still  less  in  those  great  spheres  in 
which  men  win  wealth  and  distinction. 

"Young  men  from  the  country  are  used  up  in  many  other 
ways.  Many  of  them  get  situations  where  the  duties  are  hard, 
and  if  they  are  ambitious,  they  are  ,frequently»worked  to  death, 
or,  at  least,  return  home  to  die.  Others  are  lured  into  tempta- 
tions of  a  destructive  character,  and  from  the  theatre  find  it  an 
easy  path  to  the  keno-table,  and  perhaps  the  bagnio.  When  once 
these  habits  are  established,  a  young  man  will  hardly  last  three 
seasons.  The  boarding-houses  of  a  great  city,  are  places  of  inces- 
sant danger,  and  yet  there  are  nearly  twenty  thousand  young  men 
who  have  no  better  abode.  To  expect  a  youth  from  the  country, 
however  steady  and  high-minded  he  may  have  been,  to  resist  the 
evil  influences  thus  brought  to  bear  on  him,  to  expecting  too 
much.  He  becomes  a  victim  to  the  great  city.  He  forms  a  part 
of  the  blood  on  which  it  lives.  He  to  an  essential  to  Its  growth, 
and  his  reward  to  to  be  destroyed.  Tou  may  find  in  almost  every 
village,  some  wreck  of  this  cbar&jter,  who  has  returned  from  this 
city  to  Ins  friends,  and  becomes  »  social  burden.  Most,  however, 
of  these  victims,  perish  in  the  tumult  of  the  city.  A  few  who  es- 
cape, after  having  exhausted  their  chances  here,  are  ready  to  en- 
gage in  any  desperate  adventure  which  may  offer.  This  to  the 
reason  why  military  expeditions  are  so  easily  got  up  here,  and  if 
there  be  a  Fenian  or  filibustering  enterprise  proposed,  it  to  imme- 
diately supplied  with  volunteers  who  are  ready  to  go  anywhere. 
I  have  seen  something  of  the  Lopez  expedition,  and  also  of  those 
of  General  Walker  and  Colonel  Kinney,  as  well  as  the  Fenian 
army  of  Canada,  and  I  think  that  an  equal  number  of  wretched 
and  broken-down  men,  could  be  recruited  here  every  month." 


THE  ONLY  RELIANCE. 

The  Chicago  fire  has  brought  to  many  a  mind  the  full  force  of 
the  word  Insurance.  Forty-eight  hours  sufficed  to  reduce  to  ashes 
two  hundred  million  dollars'  worth  of  property,  and  brought  to 
nothing  the  hopes  of  thousands.  Perhaps  one-half  of  all  this 
property  was  "  covered,"  as  the  phrase  goes,  by  what  was  thought 
to  be  Insurance ;  the  rest  had  not  even  the  form  of  such  protec- 
tion. It  will  probably  turn  out  that,  owing  to  the  failure  of 
nearly  sixty  companies,  only  a  portion  of  the  insurance  money 
will  be  paid.  It  is  estimated,  by  those  who  have  the  beet  means 
of  judging,  that  [not  more  than  forty  millions,  out  of  the  ninety 
millions  of  insurance,  will  ever  be  collected,  and  of  these  forty 
millions,  only  about  half  will  be  promptly  paid.  Here,  then,  we 
see  that  one  hundred  and  eighty  million  dollars  have  suddenly 
gone  out  of  sight,  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  been  sunk  in  the 
ocean.  The  result  has  been  that  people,  everywhere,  have  come 
to  realize  that  it  to  one  thing  to  have  an  insurance  policy,  and  quite 
another  thing  to  be  insured.  It  has  also  been  learned  that  the 
mere  intention  to  be  provident,  without  taking  some  pains  to 
build  upon  a  foundation  worthy  of  trust,  amounts  practically,  to 
little  more  than  actual  improvidence.  Another  lesson  taught  us 
all  to,  that  human  institutions  are,  at  best,  a  precarious  reliance, 
and  that,  as  applied  to  earthly  sources  of  protection,  the  word  In- 
surance may  become  both  a  misnomer  and  a  snare. 

In  the  sudden  collapse  of  so  many  fortunes  and  of  so  many 
hopes,  supposed  to  have  been  insured  against  the  very  disaster 
which  came  upon  them,  how  plainly  has  God  told  us  that  earthly 
treasures  are  neither  secure  nor  enduring ;  that  our  only  sound 
and  solvent  basis  of  trust  is  in  Him  ;  and  that  Insurance  can 
only  be  safely  sought  in  a  firm  reliance  upon  the  sure  and  stead- 
fast promises  of  Him  who  cannot  lie,  and  who  will  never  mil. 
Whatever  material  capital  may  honestly  aim  to  do  toward  in- 
demnifying those  who  are  losers  by  such  a  calamity  as  that  of 
Chicago,  God  has,  this  time,  so  brought  his  providence  athwart 
the  confidences  of  man  in  man,  as  to  show  us  how  weak  we  are, 
and  how  frail  are  the  strongest  of  our  bulwarks  against  any  of 
His  elementary  forces. 

It  becomes  us,  then,  to  gather  instruction  from  disappointment. 
A  recent  French  writer  has  entitled  one  of  his  tracts,  "  To  be  In- 
sured it  to  be  Rich  ;"  and  this  is  indeed  the  essence  of  all  troth. 
But  no  Insurance  based  on  human  management  is  worthy  of  the 
name,  and  the  only  true  riches  consist  in  those  heavenly  treasures 
which  neither  moth,  nor  rust,  nor  thieves,  nor  fire,  can  ever  di- 
minish or  destroy. 

Reader,  are  you  thus  insured?  If  so,  you  are  already  rich, 
for  you  are  the  heir  of  God  and  joint  heir  with  Christ.  If  not, 
there  to  not  a  single  Christian  among  the  Chicago  sufferers  who 
would  accept  an  offer  to  exchange  places  with  you.  Faith  in 
Christ  is  the  only  "  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  SURB  and  steadfast.'' 
This  to  the  Insurance  you  should  seek,  as  against  the  fires  of  this 
world  and  the  next. 


"  GBT  out  of  my  way — what  are  you  good  for  f '  said  a  cross  old 
mau  to  a  little  bright-eyed  urchin,  who  happened  to  stand  in  his 
way.  The  little  fellow,  as  he  stepped  one  side,  replied  very 
gevlj :  "  They  make  men  out  of  such  things  as  we  are." 

How  noiselessly  the  snow  comes  down  I  You  may  see  it,  feel 
it,  but  never  hear  it.    Such  to  true  charity. 


The  One  Caterpillar.— While  I  was  walking  in  the  garden 
one  bright  morning,  a  breeze  came  through  and  set  all  the  flowers 
and  leaves  a  fluttering.  Now,  that  to  the  way  flowers  talk,  so  I 
pricked  up  my  ears  and  listened.  Presently  an  old  elder-tree 
said  :  "  Flowers,  shake  off  your  'caterpillars/'  "  Why  ?"  said  a 
dozen,  altogether,  for  they  were  like  some  children  who  always 
say  "  why  ?"  when  they  are  told  to  do  anything.  Bad  children, 
those  1  The  elder  said :  "  If  you  don't,  they'll  gobble  you  up." 
So  the  flowers  set  themselves  a-shaking,  till  the  caterpillars  were 
shaken  off.  In  one  of  the  middle  beds  there  was  a  beautiful  rose, 
who  shook  off  all  but  one,  and  she  said  to  herself :  "  Oh  !  that's  a 
beauty !  I'll  keep  that  one."  The  elder  overheard  her,  and  called 
out :  "  One  caterpillar  is  enough  to  spoil  you."  "  But,"  said  the 
rose,  "  look  at  his  brown  and  crimson  fur,  and  his  beautiful  black 
eyes,  and  scores  of  little  feet.  I  want  to  keep  him.  Surely  one 
won't  hurt  me."  A  few  mornings  after  I  passed  the  rose  again. 
There  was  not  a  whole  leaf  on  her ;  her  beauty  was  gone,  she  was 
all  but  killed,  and  had  only  life  enough  to  weep  over  her  folly, 
while  the  tears  stood  like  de  wdrope  on  her  tattered  leaves.  "  Alas  I 
I  didn't  think  one  caterpillar  would  ruin  me  I" — One  sin  has 
ruined  many,  '  __  ^  "J- 1  _      _ 
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BUILDING  OF  THB  YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHARLOTTETOWN,  PRINCE  EDWARD'S  ISLAND. 


WILL-WORK— HEABT-WORK. 

Referring  to  the  earnest  self-assertion  of  the  people  of  Chi- 
cago in  their  prompt  attempt  to  stem  and  turn  back  the  tide  of 
misfortune,  Rev.  Dr.  Bnshnell,  of  Hartford,  says  some  very  sensi- 
ble things,  which  we  all  may  find  worthy  of  careful  considera- 
tion: 

"  We  hear  a  great  deal  said  about  the  unconquerable  will.  I 
have  very  little  faith  in  that.  The  real  fact  is  that  man's  will  is 
very  weak  for  any  long  pull,  or  any  heavy  roll  or  surfing  of  dis- 
aster. A  stubborn  man  is  only  preparing  to  flinch  by-and-by,  and 
almost  always  does,  when  the  pull  is  long  enough.  As  it  takes 
but  a  very  few  minutes  for  a  man  to  get  tired  in  his  will,  when 
holding  out  his  arm,  so  there  is  almost  no  man  who  can  keep 
even  a  wicked  spirit  long  enough  to  die,  without  wavering  in  it, 
unless  he  dies  soon.  Indeed,  the  will  always  breaks  into  froth 
when  it  undertakes  to  be  supreme  and  push  its  own  way  through 
the  fiery  circles  of  Piovidence.    It  has  no  force  equal  to  that. 

"  We  are  apt  to  admire  what  we  call  independence,  and  we 
love  to  imagine,  perhaps,  what  a  grand  figure  we  shall  make  in 
the  self-assertion  of  our  war .  without  help,  either  from  man,  or 
God,  or  fortune.  But  we  are  almost  sure  to  have  that  kind  of 
nonsense  taken  out  of  us  in  due  time. 

"  We  very  much  like  to  see  a  man  go  on  with  spirit  in  a  time 
of  trouble;  we  call  it  brave,  and  give  him  our  applause.  Per- 
haps we  sometimes  set  ourselves  to  a  like  brave  way,  when  the 
Storms  are  breaking  heavily  round  us.  But  we  are  almost  sure 
to  learn  before  long  how  different  a  thing  is  bravery  from  true 
courage— one  is  from  the  will,  and  goes  out  shortly  In  a  spurt ; 
the  other  is  literally  heart— aye,  and  because  the  Great  Heart 
fund  Is  in  it,  drives  unconcernedly  on,  because  what  is  simply 
loved  never  tires. 

"Sometimes  men  get  a  great  name  for  enterprise  and  con- 
stancy, who  are  simply  borne  alon/ot  bv  the  tide  of  success.    A 


great  many,  too,  when  dark  days  come,  have  a  way  of  trying  to 
be  hopeful.  After  all,  they  say,  there  Is  nothing  like  hope ;  in 
which  they  give  us  to  see  that  they  are  counting  on  successes 
shortly  coming  back,  and  begin  to  stiffen  their  will  by  their  ex- 
pectation— as  if  that  mere  flutter  of  uncertainty  were  enough  to 
put  them  in  new  confidence  again.  All  such  felicitations  are 
weak.  Any  meanest-looking  chip  can  sail  on  a  current  as  com- 
posedly as  a  man-of-war,  though  if  the  current  chances  to  break, 
or  be  set  whirling  among  rocks,  or  some  adverse  wind  to  blow 
furiously,  the  chip  may  be  showing  how  little  of  true  strength  or 
character  there  is  in  merely  floating  on  the  currents  of  success." 


WHAT  THB  BARREN  FIG-TREE  REPRESENTS. 
How  full  of  leaves  was  the  plausible  fig-tree  on  the  road  to 
Bethany  1  How  profuse  of  promises  Is  many  a  young  professor,  - 
as  he  stands  up  laden  with  the  foliage  on  which  the  dew-drops 
of  hope  are  glistening  I  How  much  his  pastor  expects  from  him. 
He  makes  no  reserve  when  he  covenants  to  "  consecrate  himself, 
all  that  he  is,  and  all  that  he  has,  to  the  service  of  his  Redeem- 
er." As  many  a  reader  of  this  article  sees  this  solemn  sentence, 
It  sends  a  pang  to  their  hearts.  That  was  their  promise.  They 
once  put  forth  just  such  "  leaves"  before  their  Master's  eye,  and 
before  the  eyes  of  men,  and  led  them  to  expect  an  abundance  of 
fruit.  For  a  time,  the  glossy  leaves  of  profession  made  a  fair 
show.  But  when  the  novelty  of  a  new  position  had  worn  off, 
and  that  time  of  reaction  came  which  always  follows  a  strong 
mental  excitement,  then  the  yoke  began  to  gall  the  conscience, 
and  every  religious  duty  became  an  irksome  drudgery.  The 
cross  lost  its  charm ;  prayer  lost  its  power ;  the  Word  of  God 
lost  its  attraction;  the  very  name  of  Jesus. lost  its  hold; 'and 
church-membership  became  a  hateful  mask,  which  its  owner  was 
ashamed  to  wear,  and  yet  afraid  to  fling  away.  Before  the  world, 
the  fig-tree  still  bore  leaves ;  but  beneath  them  was  utter  bar. 
renness.        ...    .  ...  Digitized,  by  VaO.O^lC    . 
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too  often  for  a  considerable  time.  Thus,  in  the  aggregate,  a 
large  amount  of  Christian  work  is  temporarily  suspended, 
which,  by  a  little  forethought  and  system,  might  be  made  ef- 
ficient for  the  Master.  It  would  seem  to  be  easy  enough  to 
remedy  such  a  defect  as  this.  No  member  should  ever  be  suf- 
fered to  leave  any  association — to  be  let  loose,  as  it  were,  on. 
some  distant  community  of  strangers,  while  letters  of  intro- 
duction take  so  little  time  to  write.  Even  if  he  does  not  ask 
for  it,  one  should  be  given  Mm;  and  more  than  that,  the  asso- 
ciation of  the  place  to  which  he  goes  should  be  notified  of  his 
coming,  and  set  at  work  to  prepare  his  welcome.  This  latter 
course  should  be  pursued  whether  letters  of  introduction  have 
been  given  or  not.  For, by  such  simple  means  as  these,  the  rust- 
ing or  disuse  of  Christian  armor  and  implements  may  be  pre- 
vented. There  need  be  no  drifting  about,  and  there  should 
be  none.  The  lack  of  a  rule  like  that  referred  to  has  been  a 
positive  and  perpetual  detriment  to  our  cause,  and  until  some 
system  of  this  sort  shall  be  engrafted  upon  and  made  a  part  of 
the  general  plan,  we  shall  continue  to  endure  a  needless  harm. 
But,  above  all,  we  need  to  cultivate  that  full  measure  of 
Christian  sympathy  and  mutual  faith  which  these  Liverpool 
brethren  so  beautifully  exemplified  in  committing  to  God  in 
prayer  their  departing  members.  Up  to  this  height  should 
mount  that  spirit  of  fraternity  which  is  a  distinctive  feature  of 
our  organization.  This  may  be  a  step  further  than  any  the 
Church  itself  has  yet  taken,  for  it  is  not  usual,  we  believe,  thus 
prayerfully  to  dimtit*  church-members;  but  there  are  such 
manifest  proprieties  in  the  action  that,  once  introduced,  its 
good  effects  would  soon  be  known  and  read  of  all.  And  now 
let  us  ask,  in  commending  these  suggestions  to  our  members: 
What  ever  became  of  the  five  Liverpool  brethren  who  set  out 
for  the  United  States  under  these  prayerful  auspices?  In  what 
association  are  they  now  at  work? 


"WHERE  DO  YOU  JOURNEY,  MY  BROTHER r 

We  noticed,  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Quarterly  Messenger,  a 
quiet  reference  (as  though  it  were  a  matter  of  course)  to  a 
prayer-meeting  held  by  the  Liverpool  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  departure  of  five  of  the  members  who  were  about 
leaving  Liverpool  for  the  United  States.  May  not  all  our  asso- 
ciations take  such  a  hint  as  this,  with  respect  to  a  possible  duty? 
Within  certain  limits,  our  country  may  be  said  to  have,  for  its 
inhabitants,  a  vast  floating  population,  restless  as  the  sea,  and 
almost  nomadic  in  their  habits.  Probably,  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  our  young  men  are,  of  necessity,  without  "  continuing 
city,"  compelled  to  make  changes  from  place  to  place,  with 
greater  or  less  frequency.  This,  to  some  extent  at  least,  is  the 
compulsory  characteristic  of  the  membership  of  our  associa- 
tions, as  the  registers  will  attest — particularly  in  the  larger 
cities.  The  tide  of  removal  is  constantly  taking  our  members 
from  the  home-like  shelter  of  the  association  which  has  had 
their  love  and  their  labor,  to  other  places  where  everything  is 
strange.  In  the  new  locality,  love  can  find  no  such  place  of 
lodgment  and  labor,  no  familiar  sphere,  at  least  for  a  time,  and 


We  give  elsewhere  a  compact  argument  in  defence  of  that 
Test  of  Membership  which  alone  has  served  as  the  safe  foun- 
dation upon  which  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  can  be  builded..  Al- 
though this  principle  of  organization  has,  latterly,  commended 
itself  to  general  acceptance,  and  thus  engrafted  prosperity, 
progress,  and  permanence  upon  the  institution,  we  must  not: 
forget  that  new  associations  are  constantly  forming,  and  that 
this  same  old  question  has  to  be  continually  discussed.  As  a 
means,  therefore,  of  silencing  all  such  cavil,  we  submit  what 
we  believe  to  be  an  unanswerable  and  forcible  compend  of  the 
old  and  oft-used  arguments,  which  promoters  of  new  societies 
will  do  well  to  make  themselves  familiar  with.  During  the 
twenty  years  which  have  elapsed  since  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was 
first  introduced  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  no  single  rock  has 
wrecked  more  of  our  societies  than  the  unwise  bestowal  of 
voting  power  and  official  station  upon  merely  moral  men. 
And  the  converse  may  be  affirmed  as  to  the  conservative  influ- 
ence of  the  Test  of  Membership.  Since  the  outspoken  utter- 
ances of  the  conventions  of  1868  and  1869,  at  Detroit  and  Port- 
land, on  this  subject,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  increased  in  num- 
bers, power,  wealth,  and  usefulness,  beyond  all  precedent  or 
prognostic.  Of  this,  the  successive  reports  of  the  General  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  have  borne  abundant  testimony.  The  exist- 
ence and  growing  circulation  of  the  Association  Monthly 
also  atteBt  the  same  thing.  Moreover,  we  hear  now  of  scarce- 
ly one  association  failing,  where  formerly  we  sorrowed  over 
ten  whose  light  had,  after  fitful  flickerings,  met  sudden  extin- 
guishment. We  cannot  blind  our  eyes  to  these  indications  of 
the  Master's  blessing  upon  sound  principles  of  action.  What 
less  can  we  do,  then,  than  to  adhere  to  principles  which  have 
brought  such  benizons  from  heaven  upon  our  associations! 
For  we  may  rest  assured  that,  if  we  once  leave  .this  safe  an- 


Digitized  by  V^iOOQrC' 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


25 


chorage-ground,  onr  usefulness  will  end,  the  Father's  smile 
will  be  withdrawn,  storms  will  rise,  and  the  wreck  of  all  our 
hopes  must  come  soon  thereafter. 


It  is  important  that  Americans  should  fully  understand  the 
real  moral  significance  of  the  "Internationale"  or  Commune 
movement.  The  scheme  is  essentially  infidel  or  atheistical, 
although  it  puts  on  the  pretence  of  being  merely  social  and  po- 
litical in  its  aims.  As  introduced  here,  it  has  thus  far  worn  a 
thin  disguise ;  but  we  fail  to  see  in  what  respect  it  differs  from 
the ' '  Internationale  "  of  France  and  Genera.  In  Geneva,  there 
exists  a  "  Socialist  Alliance,"  which,  in  fact,  is  only  another 
name  for  the  same  thing.  Only  two  or  three  years  ago,  this 
Swiss ' '  Internationale  "  declared  itself  and  its  purposes  in  these 
very  plain  words: 

"The  Alliance  declares  itself  atheist;  it  demands  the  aboli- 
tion of  all  worship, the  substitution  of  science  for  faith,  and  of 
divine  justice  for  human  justice ;  the  abolition  of  marriage  so 
far  as  it  is  a  political,  religious,  judicial,  or  civil  institution. 

"It  demands, especially,  the  definitive  and  entire  abolition  of 
all  classes ;  the  political,  social,  and  economical  equalization  of 
the  sexes,  and,  to  arrive  at  that  end,  above  all,  the  abolition  of 
the  right  of  inheritance,  so  that  in  the  future  the  enjoyment 
of  each  man  should  correspond  exactly  to  his  production." 

These  may  not  be  the  sentiments  and  aims  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  organization  among  us,  but  we  cannot  doubt  that 
precisely  this  spirit  animates  the  leaders  of  the  movement,  or 
that  the  project  enwraps  an  immensity  of  mischief  for  our 
young  men.  The  scheme  may  have  its  agreeable  features — some 
of  them,  perhaps,  most  fascinating  to  the  idle  and  the  disso- 
lute; but  it  behooves  all  young  men  to  beware  of  the  pit  thus 
dug  in  their  path.  Doubtless  there  is  abundant  material  ly- 
ing loose  upon  the  community  wherewith  to  recruit  the  ranks 
of  this  new  social  evil,  but  our  own  members  will  find  a  new 
mission  in  circumventing  Satan  in  this,  his  latest  and  most  dan- 
gerous disguise. 

Unvmited  fob  Thirteen  Years. — Up  in  the  hill  country 
of  Connecticut,  within  view  of  the  highest  summit  of  the  State, 
in  the  small  country  town  of  Goshen,  was  formed,  thirteen 
years  ago,  the  second  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  or- 
ganized in  Connecticut.  From  that  time  onward,  while 
societies  formed  later  in  larger  towns  and  cities,  have  lived 
and  died  and  revived,  this  small  band  of  brethren  have  quiet- 
ly and  perseveringly  carried  on  an  active  work,  the  latest 
fruit  of  which  was  the  invigoration,  a  few  months  ago,  of  a 
dying  Methodist  church.  Through  the  visits  and  meetings 
of  our  members,  a  religious  interest  was  awakened,  a  pastor 
secured,  and  the  church  well  established. 

The  complete  isolation  of  these  faithful  brethren  as,  for 
thirteen  years,  they  have  steadily  pursued  their  work,  is  a 
striking  illustration  of  that  painful  lack  of  intercommunica- 
tion among  our  societies  to  which  we  have  before  called 
attention.  During  the  entire  period  of  its  existence,  this 
association  had  never  received  a  visit  from  their  brethren  in 
the  work  till  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  Messrs.  R.  C.  Morse  and 
C.  M.  Wilcox,  representing  the  General  and  State  Executive 
Committees,  were  very  cordially  welcomed  to  their  rooms  and 
to  a  mass  meeting  held  in  the  neighboring  church.  The 
vigorous  measures  lately  taken,  in  International  and  State 
conventions,  to  promote  vitalizing  intercourse  among  our 
societies  will,  we  trust,  prevent  the  repetition  of  any  such 
*-,]><■  ri'-nce  of  isolation  as  we  have  cited. 

As  a  means  of  sustaining  the  esprit  de  eorpt  of  our  member- 
ship, the  Association  Monthly  has  fulfilled  already  a  most 


useful  mission,  and  has  entirely  justified  all  reasonable  expec- 
tations in  this  regard.  But  we  are  also  confident, that  its 
more  general  circulation,  under  a  judicious  and  well-digested 
system,  by  associations  aiming  to  gather  fund*  for  building  pur- 
poses, would  be  found  a  source  of  profitable  aid  by  all  who 
would  once  try  the  experiment.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  this  is  a  busy  world  of  ours,  in  which  money-makers  act 
upon  the  two  worldly  rules,  "  Mind  your  own  business,"  and 
"Let  other  people's  business  alone."  And  we  cannot  reason- 
ably expect  that  capitalists,  even  such  as  are  Christians,  shall 
be  as  familiar  with  our  peculiar  work,  its  necessity,  its  prom- 
ise, its  success,  as  are  we  who  have  made  it  "our  meat  and 
our  drink "  during  all  these  years.  Rich  men,  even  among 
our  church-members,  need  to  be  told  what  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is, 
what  it  is  doing,  and  how  it  works,  before  they  can  feel  it  to 
be  their  duty  and  their  interest  to  exercise  their  stewardship 
in  this  direction.  Is  there  any  better  or  shorter  way  of  tell- 
ing them  this  than  by  distributing  among  them  the  record  of 
our  labor  and  its  results,  as  spread  out  every  month  in  the 
columns  of  the  Association  Monthly?  If  there  is,  we  do  not 
happen  to  know  it. 

Worthy  of  all  dotation  is  the  example  of  the  State 
Executive  Committee  in  Connecticut.  They  were  appointed 
(with  instructions  to  securea  State  agent)  by  the  convention  held 
in  Mystic,  Conn.,  last  October.  The  chairman  and  secretary 
of  the  committee  resided  in  New-London,  and  their  associ- 
ates consisted  of  one  from  each  of  the  remaining  counties  in 
the  State.  At  their  own  risk  and  charges,  the  chairman  and 
secretary  immediately  began  a  vigorous  work  of  visitation  in 
New-London  county.  Associations  were  quickened,  and 
promising  efforts  made  toward  the  revival  of  others.  The 
remaining  members  of  the  committee  were  written  to.  Mr.  R. 
C.  Morse,  who  had  come  into  the  State  on  behalf  of  the 
International  Committee,  cooperated  with  these  efforts.  Fi- 
nally, on  December  27th,  the  entire  State  Committee  was  called 
to  meet  at  Bridgeport,  the  cheering  report  of  what  had  been 
attempted  was  listened  to,  and  the  committee  was  fortunate 
in  gaining  the  consent  of  their  excellent  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  M. 
Wilcox,  of  New-London,  to  extend  his  labors  on  behalf  of 
the  cause  throughout  the  State,  cooperating  with  the  member 
in  each  county.  Already,  through  his  activity,  a  good  work 
has  been  begun,  and  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  cause  will 
receive  a  new  impulse  in  every  county  of  Connecticut. 


What  of  the  New  Year? — Shall  it  be  given  to  God,  or 
wasted  upon  self?  Shall  it  write  for  our  souls  a  record  of 
spiritual  growth  and  enlarged  Christian  joy,  or  shall  the 
record  be  one  of  sloth  and  doubt  and  fear?  These  are  ques- 
tions which  each  must  answer  for  himself.  What  better 
time  than  now — this  very  moment — to  decide  such  important 
points  as  these.  .Are  you  a  Christian,  and  yet  content  to 
crawl  in  the  valley,  when  a  wish  will  give  you  wings  on 
which  to  soar  into  the  very  atmosphere  of  heaven?  A  Chris- 
tian, and  inspired  neither  by  gratitude  nor  love  to  consecrate 
your  life  to  His  service  who  died  to  save  you?  We  show  how 
much  we  love  the  Master  by  the  constancy  and  the  depth  of 
our  desire  to  be  near  Him.  We  get  near  to  God  by  prayer, 
by  praise,  by  cheerful,  earnest  work  in  His  cause.  No  corner 
of  the  Christian  vineyard  is  more  pleasant  to  labor  in,  none 
more  prolific  of  clustering  fruits,  none  better  calculated  to 
keep  us,  while  working,  near  to  the  divine  Husbandman, 
than  the  one  which  Christ  has  given  us  to  occupy  till  He 
come.  And  now,  brethren,  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  New 
Year,  let  us  all  resolve  to  draw  near  to  God  by  prayer  and 
devoted  service. 
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The  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Saratoga  Springs,  has  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  nine  (J.  N.  Crocker,  Chairman),  to  consider  the 
best  method  of  securing  the  influence  of  the  associations  of 
the  State  in  favor  of  an  efficient  excise  law.  If  all  the  asso- 
ciations of  the  State  would  consider  this  question,  discuss  it, 
circulate  petitions  and  forward  them  to  the  Legislature  at  an 
early  date,  in  all  probability  a  good  law  could  be  secured. 
The  present  excise  law  is  sadly  defective,  and  in  many  respects 
positively  injurious. 

This  committee  asks  all  the  associations  of  the  State  to 
enter  upon  the  good  work  of  stirring  up  the  people,  and  to 
circulate  petitions  that  a  strong  public  sentiment  may  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Legislature ;  and  that  it  be  done 
soon.  The  doctrine  of  "local  prohibition  with  the  Ohio 
law"  seems  to  meet  with  favor.  It  is  a  righteous  principle 
that  he  who  sells  should  be  made  responsible  for  the  damages 
that  may  result  therefrom. 

Our  members  at  Saratoga  Springs  have  peculiar  reasons  for 
earnest  feeling  on  this  subject,  and  so  far  as  the  other  associa- 
tions can  cooperate  with  them  in  this  movement,  without 
relaxing  their  active  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  young  men's 
souls,  we  hope  that  the  aid  asked  for  will  be  cheerfully 
given.    But  let  it  be  personal,  not  association  work. 

Thb  Financial  Plan  or  method  of  the  association  in 
Plantsvillo,  Conn.,  is  a  decided  success,  and  we  commend  it 
heartily  to  our  members  elsewhere  who  may  be  open  to  sug- 
gestions on  this  vital  point. 

The  main  feature  of  the  plan  is  the  subscription  of  a  stock 
capital  of  $5000.  This  was  secured  in  shares  of  $10  each — 
every  share  being  liable  to  a  tax  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent, 
or  one  dollar  a  year.  A  subscriber,  therefore,  makes  himself 
liable  for  the  payment  of  one  dollar  a  year  on  every  share  he 
takes,  and  the  association  secures  for  ten  year*  an  annual 
revenue  of  at  many  dollars  as  there  are  shares  subscribed — namely, 
an  income  of  $500.  Only  the  death  or  permanent  removal 
from  town  of  a  shareholder  relieves  him  from  the  contract 
thus  entered  into.  The  income  thus  secured  is  additional  to 
that  yielded  by  the  fees  of  membership  which  become  due 
each  year. 

In  Plantsville  the  income  of  the  stock  is  appropriated  by 
formal  vote  of  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  which  is  held 
about  twice  a  year.  This  right  of  appropriation,  however, 
might,  in  the  case  of  larger  associations,  be  entrusted  to  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

Is  it  not  just  possible  that,  in  casting  about  for  some  easy  rule 
for  making  our  prayer-meetings  interesting,  we  may  forget  that 
preparation  of  the  heart  and  that  answer  of  the  lips  which  is 
from  the  Lord?  The  prompt  movement,  the  brief  petition,  the 
touching  incident,  the  effective  exhortation,  the  stirring  hymn 
are  all  well  enough,  and,  we  may  add,  indispensable  to  what 
may  be  technically  termed  the  make-up  of  a  pleasurable  prayer- 
meeting.  But  it  is  the  Spirit  which  giveth  life,ttn&  "  where  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  liberty."  The  interest  of  every 
prayer-meeting  is  foreshadowed  in  the  previous  spiritual  condi- 
tion of  those  who  attend  it.  If  all  come  to  the  altar  with  their 
offerings  all  prepared ;  if  they  gather  with  the  set  purpose  of 
"  meeting  "  God,  rather  than  each  other;  if,  with  expectant 
faith  and  holy  zeal,  all  come  from  the  closet  to  the  place  of 
more  public  tryst — the  prayer-meeting  cannot  be  other  than  in- 
teresting and  profitable.  He  who — blessed  be  His  name— only 
waits  to  be  inquired  of,  we  may  be  sure,  will  be  there  before 
us;  and  oh!  how  trustfully  we  may  lean  upon  His  promise: 
"  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  My  name, 
there  am  I'm  the  midst  of  them." 


The  Executive  Committee,  in  their  arrangements  for  the 
third  volume  of  The  Monthly,  have  been  animated  with  the 
most  earnest  desire  for  the  full  attainment  of  the  high  objects 
sought  in  its  publication — namely,  that  it  should  become  a 
mighty  power  for  spiritual  good  among  young  men  through- 
out the  entire  land.  The  design  is  to  make  The  Monthly  of 
the  future  more  attractive,  living,  and  progressive,  that  it 
shall,  more  than  any  other  publication  of  its  class,  reach 
young  men  who  need  the  salutary  and  stimulating  influence 
of  high-toned  religious  literature.  With  this  end  in  view,  the 
Executive  Committee  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts ;  and 
they  now  appeal  to  all  Christian  men,  especially  earnest 
workers,  to  supplement  these  efforts  with  a  united  and  vigor- 
ous attempt  to  double  the  circulation  of  this  necessary  organ. 

Dear  brethren,  we  must  have  your  hearty  cooperation. 
Every  Christian  sentiment  and  principle  embodied  in  our 
organization  suggest  prompt  and  efficient  action.  Let  every 
member  do  bis  part,  and  the  results  will  become  radiant  with 
success. 


Our  Subscription  price  is  fixed  at  the  minimum  rate. 
Will  not  every  subscriber  determine  to  add  to  our  list  at  least 
one  young  man  whom  he  knows  this  paper  will  benefit? 
What  better  use  can  be  made  of  a  dollar  than  to  subscribe  for 
a  copy  of  The  Association  Monthly,  to  be  sent  to  some  young 
man  who  cannot  subscribe  for  himself? 

We  ask  our  friends  to  unite  in  this  effort  to  place  The 
Monthly  more  than  ever  on  a  solid  basis,  and  thus,  during 
the  present  year,  double  its  power  for  usefulness.  We  can, 
if  we  all  so  determine,  put  the  paper  just  where  it  ought  to 
be  within  the  next  three  months.  Why  then  allow  the  associa- 
tion work  to  lose  the  immediate  influence  of  a  largely  dis- 
tributed and  powerful  organ?  Such  an  increase  of  our  circu- 
lation as  is  easily  possible  (if  all  will  help)  would,  under 
Providence,  add  at  least  fifty  associations  to  the  list  by  the 
time  the  Lowell  Convention  shall  meet. 


The  problem  which  has  long  sought  a  satisfactory  solution 
at  the  hands  of  pastors  and  Sunday-school  workers — namely : 
What  can  be  done  for  the  continuance  of  a  religious  influence 
over  the  youth  who  grow  out  of  Sunday-school  reach?  is  fully 
answered  by  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  system.  The  latter  is  the  true, 
natural  alternate  of  the  former.  If  pastors  and  superinten- 
dents would  exert  themselves  to  transfer  into  our  ranks  those 
whom  they  have  recruited,  but  who  are  about  to  become  desert- 
ers, there  would  be  a  threefold  gain — to  the  associations,  to  tho 
fledglings  who  are  preening  their  wings  for  flight,  and,  finally, 
to  the  Church  itself.  Our  own  members  may  become  co-work- 
ers in  so  sensible  a  scheme  as  this,  and  should  carefully  watch 
for  this  class  of  souls,  both  as  those  who  must  give  account 
and  as  those  who  wish  the  associations  well. 


The  President  of  an  association  in  New-Hampshire  recent- 
ly remarked  to  a  friend  that  he  only  needed  to  peruse  Thb 
Association  Monthly  a  few  minutes  to  realize  how  God  was 
blessing  association  effort,  and  that  yet  greater  good  remained 
to  be  done,  and  never  failed  to  go  to  the  association  meetings 
invigorated,  cheered,  and  determined,  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord,  to  be  valiant  in  the  cause  of  young  men. 


Brother  F.  A.  Seymour,  M.D.,  writes  from  Jefferson ville, 
Ind :  "  The  Monthly  is  fully  up  to  the  times — line,  earnest, 
progressive.  I  wish  it  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every 
Christian  young  man  in  the  land.  May  God's  blessing  con- 
tinue to  rest  upon  it." 
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THE  SITUATION  OF  THE  CHICAGO  SUFFERERS. 

The  following  appeal,  written  by  Rev.  Robert  Patterson, D.D., 
of  Chicago,  will  strike  a  sympathetic  chord  in  thousands  of 
hearts.  May  we  not  hope  that,  in  some  way,  this  sympathy 
will  find  expression  in  a  practical  form  which  shall  materially 
assist  our  Chicago  brethren  in  the  reBstablishment  of  their 
important  mission,  work? 

The  Intensity  of  business  in  Chicago  is  wonderful.  The  coun- 
try was  not  burned,  though  the  city  was ;  and  the  farmers  of  the 
interior  need  their  usual  supplies,  and  have  corn,  and  wheat,  and 
pork,  and  cattle  to  exchange  for  them.  The  railroads  are  all 
there,  and  busier  than  ever  bringing  in  goods  from  the  East  and 
produce  from  the  West.  But  the  usual  facilities  for  handling 
them  are  gone.  Some  hundreds  of  shanties,  150  by  60  feet,  rep- 
resent the  massive  miles  of  warehouses,  and  these  are  occupied 
before  they  are  finished.  Brick  warehouses  are  used  as  soon  as 
the  second  floor  is  laid ;  and  while  the  bricklayers  are  running  up 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  stories,  hundreds  of  thousands  worth 
of  dry-goods  are  selling  below.  Then,  the  city  is  cut  in  two.  We 
have  two  cities — the  south  side  and  the  west  side.  The  north 
side  is  as  yet  merely  a  collection  of  huts  among  the  ruins,  with 
some  foundries,  and  Mr.  Moody's  Tabernacle  in  the  middle  of 
them.  All  this  makes  it  hard  to  do  business  now  in  Chicago. 
It  costs  twice  as  much  as  before,  demands  double  energy,  and 
twice  as  much  time  and  labor  to  make  shipments  or  receive  them. 
The  business-men  and  the  young  men  are  worked  up  to  the  last 
straining-point  of  human  endurance — up  to  eleven  o'clock  p.m., 
in  many  cases. 

While  the  pressure  of  business  upon  the  yonng  men  is  thus 
increased,  the  facilities  for  recuperation  are  diminished.  The  ac- 
tual space  of  boarding-house  floor  for  men  to  stand  on  is  dimin- 
ished one  half.  All  the  large  hotels,  and  almost  all  the  cheaper 
hotels  where  young  men  could  board  for  a  dollar  a  day,  are  gone  ; 
and  so  are  most  of  the  large  boarding-houses.  The  price  of 
board  has  gone  np,  too  ;  and  young  men  must  pay  seven  to  eight 
dollars  a  week  for  lodgings  where  they  can  hardly  turn  round, 
and  where  there  is  no  common  sitting-room  but  the  dining-room. 
The  halls  are  gone,  too,  and  the  programme  of  lectures  reduced 
to  two  courses.  There  is  but  little  left  to  attract  a  spare  hour,  or 
to  give  refuge  to  those  out  of  employment,  save  the  saloons  and 
their  billiard-tables.  These  are  as  numerous  as  ever.  The  first 
place  of  business  opened  amidst  the  ruins  was  a  saloon.  But 
even  the  most  careless  feel  at  present  the  need  of  something  bet- 
ter than  drink  to  support  them  under  this  calamity.  Men  who 
have  been  for  yeara  contributing  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  a 
year  to  t' i  j  funds  of  the  churches  do  not  know  where  to  get  the  next 
month's  rent.  Families  of  the  first  respectability  are  living  in 
two  rooms,  the  ladies  doing  their  own  work,  and  were  unable  to 
change  their  underclothing  for  weeks  after  the  fire,  for  want  of  a 
change  of  garments,  until  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  discovered  the  lack 
and  sent  the  relief  they  needed,  but  would  never  have  asked.  If 
there  be  any  consolation  in  Christ,  now  is  the  opportunity  to 
present  it  to  Chicago. 

The  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Chicago  is  endeavoring  to  do  its  part  of  the 
Christian  work  of  carrying  the  Gospel  to  young  men,  and  to  the 
new  church-going  population — two-thirds  of  our  citizens.  Mr. 
Moody  has  returned,  and  opened  his  Tabernacle,  built  of  boards, 
with  Philadelphia  funds,  on  the  corner  of  Ontario  and  Wells 
streets.  It  holds  a  thousand,  and  is  well  filled  every  evening  in 
the  week.  There  is  a  free  reading-room  attached — well  frequent- 
ed. The  rooms  of  the  association,  97  West  Randolph  street,  com- 
prise a  spacious  and  well-lighted  free  reading-room  and  library, 
constantly  occupied  by  those  who,  but  for  this  refuge,  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city,  must  seek  sitting-room 
in  saloons.  The  room  is  also  shelved,  and  the  liberal  donations 
of  the  Eastern  publishers,  the  books  out  on  loan  in  the  nnburnt 
district,  and  $8000  insurance,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Enos  Brown,  will 
soon  exhibit  quite  a  respectable  free  library.  Miss  Kate  G.  Ab- 
bott has  resumed  her  place,  and  100,000  copies  of  Everybody'i 


Paper,  for  December,  have  been  sent  to  all  ascertainable  subscri- 
bers to  that  paper,  or  to  Heavenly  Tidings,  which,  perhaps,  will 
now  be  united  with  Everybody'*  Paper.  Another  free  reading- 
room  and  library  has  been  opened  in  the  First  Baptist  church,  in 
the  south  division  of  the  city,  which  is  also  well  patronized. 
The  daily  noon  prayer-meeting  for  business-men  has  also  become 
two  bands,  from  the  necessity  of  the  geographical  situation. 
The  original  meeting  is  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  association,  97 
West  Randolph-street;  a  second  meeting  in  the  First  Baptist 
church.  The  blessing  of  the  Lord  has  bean  felt  in  both.  A  Sab- 
bath evening  service  is  held  on  the  floor  below  the  association 
reading-room,  in  an  opera  house  (so  called),  for  non-church-goers, 
which  is  well  attended.  The  association  built  a  chapel  in  the 
Harrison-street  barrack-grounds,  in  which  they  hold  Sabbath 
school,  and  an  evening  service  every  Sabbath  ;  while  the  Chris- 
tian ladies  who  cooperate  with  them  are  opening  an  Industrial 
school,  to  occupy  usefully  the  girls  of  the  families  lodged  in  the 
barracks.  The  Yokefellows  are  still  going  out,  two  and  two, 
seeking  wandering  youths,  and  trying  to  bring  them  to  Christ. 
The  Monday-evening  strangers'  meeting,  and  the  Saturday-even- 
ing Yokefellows'  meeting,  are  lively  and  blessed.  The  lecture 
course,  arranged  before  the  fire,  has  been  resumed ;  but  its  finan- 
cial success  is  to  be  tried  under  our  changed  circumstances. 

The  relief  work,  as  to  bedding  and  clothing,  having  been  ac- 
complished, by  the  supply  of  the  families  coming  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  association,  the  depot  in  the  Seventh  Presbyterian 
church,  corner  of  Jackson  and  Peoria  streets,  has  been  closed ;  and 
notices  have  been  issued  in  the  papers  that  no  more  clothing  is 
needed.  But  the  relief  work,  nevertheless,  must  go  on  all  win- 
ter; for  hundreds  of  Christian  families  are  now  thrown  out  of 
employment  by  the  intense  cold  of  winter,  and  need  help  in  sick- 
ness, and  to  pay  rent.  The  Relief  Committee  received,  in  all,  nearly 
$24,000 ;  of  which  $1790  was  for  Mr.  Moody's  Tabernacle.  They 
expended  $13,000,  and  have  $9000  on  hand.  It  is  too  small  a 
sum  for  so  great  a  dispensation. 

Apart,  however,  from  the  relief,  of  which  the  association  his 
been  simply  the  almoners,  we  need  funds  for  the  regular  work  of 
the  association  as  described  above.  To  carry  on  this  work  upon 
the  most  reduced  scale,  $6000  must  be  somehow  raised.  True 
Christian  policy  would  dictate,  however,  that  in  this  emergency, 
so  far  from  reducing  the  working  power  of  the  Chicago  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
it  should  be  encouraged  and  enabled  to  work  up  to  its  fullest 
ability— to  its  largest  capacity,  as  before  the  fire.  Then,  $12,000 
was  the  annual  estimate.  But  neither  of  these  sums  can  now  be 
raised  in  Chicago.  We  sent  out  an  appeal  to  the  churches  for 
Thanksgiving  collections,  which  some  churches  most  generously 
responded  to,  though  they  had  previously  contributed  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  city.  These  contributions,  however,  were  for  the  Re- 
lief Department,  not  for  the  general  work  of  the  association.  We 
sent  out  an  appeal  to  the  associations  for  aid  for  the  general  work, 
but  as  yet  have  had  no  response.  Surely  the  Christian  friends 
who  have  so  nobly  helped  us  in  the  work  of  temporal  relief  will 
not  deem  us  too  importunate  if  we  humbly  ask  help  to  save  the 
souls  of  multitudes  of  young  men  and  old,  who  will  never  go 
into  a  church  to  hear  the  gospel,  but  who  will  enter  our  rooms 
and  attend  our  meetings.  The  contributions  so  generously  made 
to  Mr.  Moody  were  all  specially  for  his  mission-houBe  in  the 
North  Division,  and  are  not  available  for  the  general  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A. 

I  desire  to  express  my  profound  conviction  that  the  work  of  the 
Chicago  Y.  M.  C.  A.  during  the  present  year  is  of  national  im- 
portance. Should  the  tide  of  ungodliness  again  rise  to  its  former 
height,  and  provoke  a  renewal  of  God's  chastisements,  to  the  utter 
destruction  of  our  city,  the  stroke  would  occasion  a  national  bank- 
ruptcy, from  which  we  have  very  narrowly  escaped.  Should  God 
permit  another  reign  of  riot,  licentiousness,  Sabbath-breaking, 
publio  robbery,  and  atheism  without  rebuke,  the  calamity  would 
be  still  greater.  Chicago  drawing  up  in  line  with  St.  Louis,  Cin- 
cinnati, and  New-York,  would  complete  the  demoralization  of  the 
nation.    One  of  the  most  effective  agencies  for  preventing  this  de. 
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moralization  is  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  No  Investment  which  a  Christian 
capitalist  could  make  for  Christ  would  be  more  remunerative 
than  enabling  the  Chicago  association  to  go  on  with  all  its  labors 
for  the  current  year.  The  churches  know  the  men  who  manage 
it ;  we  have  known  them  for  twelve  years,  and  have  the  fullest 
confidence  in  them.  Will  not  the  other  associations  help  in  this 
great  crisis  of  our  destiny,  by  each  taking  up  and  forwarding  a 
subscription,  specifically  for  the  association  work,  to  Mr.  D.  W. 
)  Whittle,  National  Watch  Co.,  corner  of  Green  and  West  Wash- 
ington streets t 


THE  SITUATION  IN  CONNECTICUT. 

Since  our  last  issue,  a  pretty  thorough  canvass  of  this  State 
has  been  made  by  Messrs.  R.  C.  Morse  and  C.  M.  Wilcox  (the  lat- 
ter having  undertaken  the  supervision  of  the  work  for  the  future, 
under  the  direction  of  the  General  Executive  Committee).  At 
Bridgeport,  a  conference  was  held,  just  before  New- Year's  day,  at 
which  four  counties  were  represented  by  Messrs.  Wilcox  and 
Puller,  of  New-London;  G.  W.  Beach,  of  Waterbury;  E.  W. 
T  wichell,  of  Plantsville ;  and  Dabney  Carr,  of  Bridgeport.  At  this 
meeting,  Mr.  Wilcox  reported  the  results  of  his  visits  at  Colches- 
ter, Stonington,  North  Stonington,  Middletown,  Rockville,  Dan- 
ielsonrille,  Goshen,  Waterbury,  New-Haven,  and  Bridgeport.  It 
was  determined  to  appoint  a  State  Agent,  and  Mr.  Wilcox  was 
selected  to  occupy  that  position.  The  meeting  is  described  as 
having  been  both  interesting  and  successful,  and,  we  believe,  will 
result  in  revived  activity  throughout  the  State. 

With  few  exceptions,  our  associations  in  Connecticut  are  in  an 
Inactive  condition,  but  there  are  symptoms  of  a  better  state  of 
things,  and  we  hope  for  a  good  report  from  them  at  the  Lowell 
convention.  Perhaps,  Bridgeport  presents,  j  ust  now,  the  most  en- 
couraging aspect,  and  if  our  members  there  will  only  bestir  them- 
selves, as  we  know  they  can,  that  progressive  city  will  take  the 
lead  in  the  good  work  which  we  feel  confident  is  begun  in  the 
State.  Elsewhere,  reference  is  made  to  the  Goshen  brethren,  who 
have  been  occupying  a  sort  of  Waldensian  position  away  up 
among  the  hills,  for  thirteen  years.  At  RockviUe,  a  reorganiza- 
tion is  proposed,  which  promises  well.  Waterbury  and  New-Hanen 
are  alive  and  doing  some  good  work.  From  Norwich,  the  ac- 
counts are  somewhat  disheartening,  despite  the  earnest  and  pro- 
tracted efforts  of  Mr.  Morse,  who  has  faithfully  endeavored  to 
awaken  an  interest  there  in  our  work.  New-London  is  a  promis- 
ing field,  and  it  is  believed  that,  both  here  and  in  Bridgeport, 
buildings  could  be  secured  by  timely  effort.  In  New-Haven,  the 
selection  of  Brother  Starkweather,  formerly  President  of  the  as- 
sociation, as  general  Secretary — to  devote  his  whole  time  and 
talents  to  the  work — would  soon  effect  all  that  the  associa- 
tion needs  to  place  it  in  the  fore-front  of  active  Christian  work. 
We  trust  that  nothing  will  be  allowed  to  prevent  the  accomplish- 
ment of  so  desirable  a  purpose.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Executive 
Committee  cannot  but  feel  encouraged  with  respect  to  a  revival 
and  increase  of  the  old  interest  in  our  work  in  Connecticut.  Much 
remains  to  be  done,  bnt  our  members  only  need  to  feel  that  they 
have  been  bought  with  a  price,  that  they  belong  to  the  Master, 
and  that  His  lien  is  upon  their  time,  their  talents,  and  their  money 
— and  the  rest  is  perfectly  easy. 


WEST-VIRGINIA. 


Mb.  Wbidbnbali/s  visit  to  this  State  resulted  in  the  revival 
of  several  old  associations,  and  in  the  formation  of  new  ones  at 
Wellsbury,  Moundsville,  Fairmont,  Morgantown,  Grafton,  Clarks- 
burg, and  Point  Pleasant.  Our  corresponding  member,  Mr.  Al- 
varo  F.  Gibbons,  is  now  in  correspondence  with  these  new 
branches  of  the  vine,  and  we  hope  to  hear  frequently  of  their 
prosperous  progress  in  fruit-bearing.  From  every  quarter  we 
receive  appreciative  mention  of  Mr.  Weidensall's  fidelity  and 
efficiency.  Elsewhere  reference  is  made  to  the  successful  effort 
to  organise  a  State  Committee  for  West-Virginia. 


DAY  OF  PRAYER. 

We  close  our  records  of  the  day  of  prayer  with  the  following 
extracts  from  letters  received  by  the  Executive  Committee : 

Dayton,  O. — "  The  day  of  prayer  was  observed  with  appro- 
priate services  in  the  hall  of  the  association,  which  was  crowded 
to  overflowing.  The  meeting  was  very  interesting,  the  most  of 
the  time  being  devoted  to  prayer  for  Y.  M.  C.  A's  throughout  the 
world.  Sermons  to  young  men  and  their  work  were  preached  in 
several  of  the  churches,  and  in  all  earnest  prayer  was  offered  for 
God's  blessing  upon  this  great  cooperative  branch  of  the  Church- 
Altogether  it  was  a  precious  day  with  us." 

Orange,  JV.  J". — "  Two  meetings  were  held— one  in  the 
morning,  and  the  other  at  the  regular  hour  of  afternoon  meeting. 
The  first  was  not  very  we  1  attended,  owing  to  failure  in  having 
the  meeting  properly  announced.  It  was,  however,  one  of  inter- 
est. In  the  afternoon  we  had  a  very  interesting  meeting,  and 
largely  attended.  Remarks  were  made  on  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  past  year,  and  on  our  successes  and  failures. 
We  feel  that  God  has  blest  us  and  manifested  His  approval  of  the 
work,  and  we  realize  more  fully  than  ever  before  that  God's 
blessing  will  not  fail  to  come  upon  us  if  we  but  work  as  we 
ought.  Recently  there  has  been  increased  interest  in  our  meet- 
ings, and  we  believe  that  some  have  lately  been  converted 
through  this  instrumentality." 

Woodstock,  Ont.— Secretary  Wheeler  writes  that  the  Day 
of  Prayer  was  observed  in  the  following  manner,  namely  :  "  Our 
usual  Sabbath-morning  prayer-meeting  had  a  much  larger  attend- 
ance than  ever  before,  and  earnest  prayers  were  offered  by  many 
of  the  members.  In  the  afternoon,  we  had  a  very  large  meeting 
in  the  Town  Hall,  where  an  address  was  delivered  to  young  men, 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tyfe,  of  this  town,  and  prayers  were  offered  by 
several  of  our  resident  ministers.  The  meeting  in  the  afternoon 
exceeded  our  most  sanguine  anticipations,  both  in  regard  to  num- 
bers and  the  people  who,  for  the  most  part,  com  posed  the  congre- 
gation, many  of  them  being  young  men  who  did  not  attend  any 
regular  place  of  worship,  and  a  few  of  whom,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
have  since  joined  our  association." 

Goshen,  N.  H.— The  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed  by  this 
association.  A  sermon,  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  was  preached 
in  the  afternoon,  and  a  prayer-meeting  held  in  the  evening.  A 
deep  religious  feeling  was  manifest  in  the  prayer-meeting,  and 
the  work  of  grace  that  had  begun  at  the  meeting  the  Thursday 
evening  previous  was  felt  more  deeply,  and  since  that  time  sev- 
eral have  professed  a  hope  in  Christ. 


Mb.  Weidhnball  writes  from  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  under  date 
of  December  9th : 

"  I  will  not  give  the  details  of  my  work  in  West  Virginia  in 
this  letter,  further  than  to  state  that  I  have  organized  several 
new  associations — making  ten  in  all.  No  place  have  I  seen 
where  there  was  such  a  complete  union  of  conflicting  elements. 
All  denominations,  and  especially  Northern  and  Southern  Meth- 
odists, worked  together  in  the  greatest  harmony.  "  Denomination 
and  politics  were  completely  lost  sight  of. 

"  In  Clarksburg,  a  union  meeting  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  association,  for  a  week  before  the  assembling  of  the  con- 
vention, and  after  its  abandonment  the  union  prayer-meeting  was 
continued.  There  were  indications  that  a  revival  was  about  to 
spring  out  of  the  convention.  The  Episcopalians  take  a  deep 
interest  in  the  association  work  throughout  the  State,  and  also  in 
the  prayer-meetings,  with  a  view  to  the  outpouring  of  God's 
Spirit.  Old  and  young  attended  the  devotional  meetings  of  the 
convention,  and  asked  prayers  for  themselves,  their  sons,  and 
brothers. 

"  No  part  of  my  mission  work  has  given  me  more  genuine  sat- 
isfaction than  that  in  West  Virginia." 


Astoria,  N.  T.— The  following  officers  of  the  Astoria  (N.  Y.) 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  been  elected  for  1873 :  President,  Charles  C 
Overton ;  Vice-President,  Garritt  Smith  ;  Recording  Secretary, 
John  B.  Moore ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Frank  A.  Smith  ;  Treas- 
urer, William  Crouthers. 
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STATE  CONVENTIONS. 

As  the  result  of  faithful  labor  performed  by  brethren  Barnitz, 
Irwin,  and  Davenport,  through  correspondence,  and  more  espe- 
cially by  Mr.  Weidensall  (the  agent  of  the  International  Executive 
Committee),  in  organizing  new  associations,  we  are  able  to  an- 
nounce that  a  State  Convention  has  been  held  in  West-Virginia. 

The  newspaper  report  transmitted  to  us  states  that : 

"  Associations  had  been  organized  at  Wellaburg,  Moundsville, 
Fairmont,  Morgantown,  Grafton,  Point  Pleasant,  and  Clarksburg, 
through  the  efforts  of  Robert  Weidensall,  the  Mission  Agent  of 
the  International  Executive  Committee,  to  whose  earnest  labors, 
the  success  and  efficiency  of  the  First  T.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  in 
West-Virginia  is  mainly  due,  and  whose  presence  and  experience 
added  much  to  the  interest  of  its  sessions." 

The  convention  met  at  Clarksburg,  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Sunday,  December  1st,  3d,  and  8d.  The  following  delegates  were 
in  attendance : 

"J.  Willetts,  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz, A.  Bennett,  Alvaro  F.  Gibbons, 
Z.  Kidwell,  Rev.  C.  Wayman,  Rev.  William  G.  Miller,  Rev.  R.  A. 
Blackford,  Gen.  R.  S.  Northcott,  Joseph  G.  Thompson,  B.  F.  Shut- 
tleworth,  Marshall  M.  Carr,  N.  Goff,  Sr.,  Dr.  B.  F.  McKeown,  E. 
Pritchard,  Dr.  Hughes,  F.  Pritchard,  Rev.  J.  F.  Woods,  Rev.  J. 
M.  Nourse,  P.  F.  Calary,  Robert  Weidensall,  Cruger  W.  Smith, 
Jr.,  John  H.  Jarbee,  Rev.  J.  A.  Williams,  Peter  H.  Goodwin,  Dr. 
T.  Kennedy,  Horner  Boughner,  Alexander  Kessler,  Rev.  D.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Jacob  Eib,  A.  F.  Smith,  J.  G.  Stealey,  Rev.  Mr.  Flan- 
agan. 

The  Committee  on  Permanent  Organization  made  a  report, 
which  recommending  in  part,  for  officers,  those  not  present,  was 
recommitted,  with  instructions.  After  retirement  and  delibera- 
tion, the  committee  reported  the  following  as  officers  of  the  Con- 
vention : 

PrtHdmt-yun.  8.  B.  Barnitz. 

Vic*-Praident»-C«ixg»t  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Clarksburg ;  P.  P.  Calary,  of  Par- 
kersburg ;  R.  3.  Blckel,  Point  Pleasant;  B.  Davenport,  of  Wheeling;  Rev.  J. 
B  Bardwicke,  of  Charleston;  T.  C.  Miller,  of  Fairmont;  Z.  Warner,  of  Par- 
kerebur/. 

Bteording  Btenttay—A.  Bennett. 

Oormponding  .Secretary— Alvaro  F.  Qlbbens. 

Tncuurtr— B.  F.  Shuttleworth. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  prepare  the  business,  and  arrange 
the  devotional  exercises,  and  also  a  committee  on  organization  of  a 
State  Association.  The  remainder  of  the  first  session  was  devoted 
to  an  interesting  discussion  of  the  question :  "  What  can  and 
should  members  do  to  win  souls  to  Christ  T" 

In  the  evening,  after  the  usual  devotional  meeting,  Cruger  W. 
Smith,  Jr.,  President  of  the  Clarksburg  association,  took  the  chair, 
and  Rev.  W.  G.  Miller  delivered  an  address  of  hearty  welcome  to 
the  delegates,  which  was  responded  to  by  Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz,  In 
appropriate  and  earnest  words.  Short  addresses  were  then  made 
by  Messrs.  Weidensall,  Willetts,  Nourse,  and  Bennett.  The  chapel 
was  filled  at  this  meeting,  and  very  great  interest  was  manifested 
in  the  proceedings. 

On  Saturday,  the  discussion  of  the  previous  topic  was  resumed, 
and  also  the  question,  "  What  modes  of  work  are  best  adapted 
to  the  associations  of  West-Virginia  ?"  was  responded  to  by  Ben- 
jamin Davenport,  who  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  use  of 
conventions,  and  made  many  useful  and  practical  suggestions,  of 
great  value  to  the  members.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Messrs. 
Miller,  Barnitz,  and  Blackford,  and  Messrs.  Weidensall,  Willetts, 
Calary,  and  Bennett. 

Subsequently,  a  constitution  for  a  State  association  was  pre- 
sented and  adopted,  and  that  organization  completed  by  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following  officers  and  Executive  Committee : 

PrmUmt— B.  Davenport,  Wheeling. 

Vuns-Pn$idenU— John  A.  Hutchinson,  Parkersburg ;  Professor  8.  Q.  Stevens, 
More  an  town ;  Cruger  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Clarksburg;  R.  &  Blckel.  Point  Pleas- 
ant ;  T.  C.  Miller,  Fairmont ;  M.  W.  Miller,  Wheeling ;  Charles  Brlndle,  Graf- 
ton. 

S4CO*tttg  oVcrvfary— A.  Bennett,  of  Wheeling. 

Oorrmpondlng  Seerttary—M'  aro  F.  Gtbbens,  Charleston. 

Trmturtr— B.  F.  Shuttswortb,  C  arksbnrg. 

CtoandH  Committtt—AJnm  F.  Gibbous,  of  Charleston,  Chairman;  W,  B. 


Simpson,  G.  W.  Stoner,  and  W.  H.  Irwin,  or  Wheeling;  and  N.  K.  Shafuck, 
of  Parkers*  org. 

The  convention  then  discussed  the  question,  "  What  modes  of 
work  are  best  adapted  for  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in 
West- Virginia  ?"  Rev.  R.  S.  Blackford  opened  the  discussion,  and 
was  followed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson,  Gen.  Northcott,  and  Messrs. 
Willetts  and  Bennett, 

After  selecting  Parkersburg  as  the  next  place  of  meeting,  the 
convention  concluded  its  business  by  adopting  a  series  of  grateful 
resolutions,  among  which  we  find  this  one : 

"  1st.  That  the  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  for  the  State  of  West-Virginia,  is  hereby 
tendered  to  the  International  Executive  Committee  for  sending  to 
our  young  State  their  eminently  worthy  agent.  Brother  Robert 
W>  idensall,  to  whose  labors,  under  the  favor  of  heaven,  are  we 
indebted  for  this,  our  first  State  organization." 

A  resolution  was  also  adopted,  recommending  The  Association 
Monthly  to  the  members  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion throughout  the  State. 

The  meeting  at  night  was  very  largely  attended,  the  house 
being  crowded  to  Its  utmost.  After  devotional  exercises,  the 
question,  "  How  can  we  beet  reach  those  who  habitually  neglect 
public  worship  ?"  was  discussed  with  great  fervor.  Rev.  S.  B. 
Barnitz  made  a  very  eloquent  address  in  opening  the  subject,  and 
was  listened  to  with  unusual  attention.  This  was  his  farewell,  as 
he  left  the  hall  for  the  eight-o'clock  train.  At  the  conclusion  of 
his  remarks,  many  In  the  audience  were  affected  to  tears,  and  his 
earnest  "  Good-by,  God  bless  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion," found  a  deep  response  in  the  breasts  of  scores  of  listeners. 
Messrs.  Bennett,  Williams,  Weidensall,  Woods,  Miller,  McLaugh- 
lin, and  Willetts,  followed  with  earnest  appeals. 

The  Sabbath  exercises  of  the  convention,  through  the  labors  of 
the  delegates,  are  thus  reported  by  the  local  press : 

"  Services  were  held  In  the  various  churches  throughout  the  town,  on  Sun- 
day morning,  the  del-gates  taking  the  parts  assigned  them. 

'In  the  afternoon,  at  half-past  two  o'cl  ck,  a  mass  meeting  of  all  the  Sab- 
bath-echo Is  was  held  in  the  Episcopal  church.  The  building  was  fall  to  re- 
pletion. The  schools  joined  enthusiastically  In  singing  several  stirrlmr  hymns, 
and  C.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Superintendent  of  the  Episcopal  school,  who  conducted 
the  meeting,  led  In  prayer,  after  which  apt  Ited  addressee  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Weidensall,  Davenport,  Dr.  Kidwell,  Willetts,  and  Bennett 

"  The  farewell  meeting  was  held  Sabbath  night,  in  th-t  Southern  Methodist 
cSnnch,  all  the  other  church's  being  closed.  It  wa  the  '  interesting  meeting' 
of  tve  convention,  and  will  linger  long  In  the  memory  of  the  eager  crowd* 
present,  who  listened  with  profound  attention  to  every  speech,  and  Joined  lu 
every  prayer  and  song.  Many  were  unable  to  gain  admittance  within  the 
doors,  and  stood  in  the  pas -ages  and  pressed  upon  the  choir  in  the  gallery. 
The  meeting  was  called  for  half-past  six  o'clock,  but  br  six  the  church  was 
fuU,  and  a  few  minutes  after  that  hour,  Mr. Weidensall  came  forward  nd  stated 
that,  a*  the  house  was  full,  the  time  w-uld  be  occupied,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  President,  in  miscellaneous  devotional  exercises.  He  gave  ont  a  hymn, 
which  was  rang  with  much  spirit,  after  which  he  asked  If  there  was  any  one 
in  the  room  who  desired  the  prayers  of  the  meet!  g  for  themselves  or  friends. 
Several  spoke  ont,  but  as  the  speaker  became  more  anxious,  the  interest  in- 
creased ;  and  when  he  asked  every  one  wbo  desired  prayers  to  h<'ld  op  the  r 
hands,  scores  of  hands  went  up  all  over  the  bouse.  Pra>er  was  th>  n  offered 
by  Mr.  Bennett. 

"  The  President  then  appeared  and  formally  opened  the  meeting.  Five-min- 
ute speeches  were  then  made  by  nearly  every  delegate  present  These  ad 
dresses  were  all  of  a  deeply  religious  character,  and  cieated  profound  Impres- 
sion upon  the  hearers. 

"  At  ab  <ut  eight  o'clock,  a  n  solution  vas  Introduced  recommending  the 
first  week  in  January  as  a  week.of  prayer  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociations. 

"  The  President  then  came  forward,  and  in  a  very  touching  address  thanked 
the  people  of  Clarksburg  for  their  gener  us  and  kind  treatment  of  the  dele- 
sates,  and  spoke  In  a  feeling  m  nner  about  the  work  commenced  and  the 
work  to  do,  and  begged  those  present  not  to  1  t  the  good  work  thus  begun 
►top  nr  be  retarded.  After  his  r.  marks,  the  President  declared  the  first  con- 
vention of  the  T.H.C.A.  State  Ass  elation  at  an  end.  The  crowd  present 
seemed  but  little  disposed  to  leave  for  their  homes,  and  a  half-hour  after  the 
aisles  were  still  filled  by  those  waiting  to  give  words  of  cheer  to  the  delegates. 

"  At  this  meeting,  as  most  of  the  others,  every  clergyman  In  town  was  pres- 
ent and  took  part  in  the  exercises ;  in  fact,  one  of  the  marked  features  of  this 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Convention  was,  that  sects  and  d-  nomi- 
nations were  for  the  time  forgotten  in  the  greater  service  of  the  Master. 

"  Thus  closed  the  first  State  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Car  stian  As- 
sociation in  West- Virginia,  which  was  indeed  a  grand  success." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


80 


ASSOCIATION   M O NTH L  Y. 


[February, 


DISTRICT  CONVENTIONS. 

By  the  arrangement  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  of 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  T  K.  Cree,  Chairman,  a  convention  was  held  in 
December,  at  Titusville.  The  General  Secretary  of  the  commit- 
tee. Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  has  been  spending  the  past  two  months 
in  visiting  the  associations  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and  a  num- 
ber of  meetings  have  been  held  in  the  interest  of  the  association 
work. 

The  Titusville  Convention  met  in  the  Presbyterian  church  edi- 
fice, and,  after  preliminary  devotional  exercises  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness, under  the  following  organization : 

PraUent— Rev.  D.  0.  Osborne. 

Vlee-PreHdmtt—'Rey.  R.  A.  Brown,  Iter.  A.  K.  Mnrdock,  J.  Andrews,  of 
Tidlonte,  and  8.  Q.  Brown,  of  Pleasantville. 

StcrttarUt— J.  W.  Doty  and  O.  M.  Cobnm. 

We  give  a  brief  summary  of  the  subsequent  proceedings : 

"  The  President,  on  taking  the  chair,  made  a  well-timed  and  earnest  address, 
and  was  followed  by  Wm.  Johnson,  of  Pittsburg,  who  gave  an  Interesting  ac-- 
count  of  the  workings  of  other  conventions  held  lately  In  various  parts  of  the 
State  and  in  this  vicinity.  Bev.  Mr.  Murdoclc  closed  with  an  appeal  for  united 
and  Individual  labor  among  our  own  people,  especially  that  class  who  might 
be  called  strangers  among  us,  and  advocated  strongly  the  selection  and  dis- 
tribution of  suitable  literature  among  those  who  had  charge  of  the  working 
of  the  oil-wells. 

"The  topic  presented  for  consideration  for  the  evening  was. '  The  object  of 
the  Young  Hen's  Christian  Association.'  The  opening  address,  made  by  Rev. 
8.  A.  Taggart,  of  Pittsburg,  was  an  able  and  urgent  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  In- 
terests and  objects  of  the  associations,  setting  forth  the  necessity  and  advan- 
tage of  a  hearty  and  complete  union  of  purpose  and  action  between  the 
churches  and  the  associations.  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  following  in  mnch  the  same 
convincing  argument,  called  eloquently  for  Individual  effort  from  old  and 
young.  Mr.  Johnson  added  that  the  association  was  designed  especially  for 
the  stranger,  whom  the  church  cannot  reach,  and  alluded  to  many  who  are 
cared  for  by  the  advantages  offered  by  this  means. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards  spoke  ably  on  the  subject,  and  the  Bev.  Mr,  Osborne 
closed  tbd  debate. 

"The  Question  Box  was  next  opened,and  the  followingquestlors  answered: 

"  1st.  How  can  ornamental  members  be  made  active  and  fruitful  f 

"  3d.  What  shall  I  do  as  a  member  of  the  association  ? 

"3d.  How  can  Christians  prevent  the  spiritual  warmth  that  they  get  at  meet- 
ings from  being  overcome  by  worldly  coldness  f 

"  4th.  How  can  we  substitute  a  pure  religions  literature  for  the  debasing  lit 
erature  that  Is  flooding  the  oil  regions  7 

'These  qnestlons  were  discussed  In  five-mlnnte  speeches,  by  a  large  number 
of  the  delegates,  and  elicited  deep  attention." 

The  second  day's  session  appears  to  have  been  one  of  marked 
interest.  We  give  the  report  as  we  find  it  in  one  of  the  local 
papers : 

"  Tuesday  morning,  qnarter-past  eight :  Prayer-meeting  held,  led  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Patten,  of  Petroleum  Centre.  Ten  o'clock,  meeting  opened  with  devo- 
tional exercises,  Rev.  Dr.  Brown  presiding. 

"  Topic— The  qualifications  of  an  effective  organisation.  Opened  by  an  ad 
dress  from  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Tidlonte,  in  an  able  manner,  contending  that 
it  was  more  necessary  to  have  personal  devotion,  an  active  rather  than  a  large 
membership.  While  a  reading-room,  library,  and  other  like  advantages  were 
Invaluable,  and  almost  Indispensable  for  some  kinds  of  labor,  yet  the  great 
object  was  personal,  active,  and  devoted  labor.  A  union  between  denomina- 
tion* and  a  mutual  sympathy  between  members  were  also  important.  A  sort 
of  religions  inventiveness,  something  after  the  Ingenuity  of  bnslness-men.  is 
neces-ary  to  find  the  best  way  to  meet  obstacles  and  overcome  them.  Fol- 
lowed >>y  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hard,  of  Pleasantville,  who  said,  love  was  one  of  the 
first  qualifications  of  an  effective  organization,  love  among  the  members,  and 
the  spirit  of  practical  benevolence ;  every  one  should  consider  this  in  a  per- 
sonal manner.  Money  is  needed,  and  all  should  give  of  their  substance.  A 
•octal  spirit  is  also  necessary.  It  Is  often  necessary  to  cultivate  this  side  of 
our  nature.  We  need  also  a  missionary  spirit,  something  to  send  ont  workers 
to  accomplish  the  objects,  rather  than  to  sit  down  and  wait  for  opportunities 
to  como  to  ns.  One-half  of  the  world  do  not  know  what  the  other  half  are 
doing.  Finally,  It  is  necessary,  absolutely  necessary,  for  each  association  to 
have  a  room  where  the  stranger  can  be  entertained,  welcomed,  and  benefited. 
To  use  all  possible  means  In  the  way  of  social  gatherings,  where  the  rooms 
can  he  m<de  home-like. 

"Followed  by  flve-mlnute  speeches  by  Rev.  Mr.  Patten,  of  Petroleum  Centre, 
rw.  Mr.  Taggart.  of  Pittsburg;  Brother  Severance,  of  this  city ;  Harsh,  of 
Pleasantville ;  Johnson,  of  Pittsburg;  Minor,  of  this  city.  Debate  closed  by 
president 

"  Half-past  eleven— Praise-meeting,  led  by  Brother  Andrews,  of  Tidlonte. 

"  Adjourned  at  twelve  o'clock, 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

•  Half-past  two— Devotional  exorcises,  Rev.  Mr.  Taggart  presiding. 

'  Three  o'clock  topic— Personal  work  for  Christ.  Opening  address  by  Brother 
W.  Johnson,  of  Pittsburg,  In  a  touching  and  convincing  argument,  followed 


by  Brother  Minor,  of  this  city.  Rev.  Mr.  Hurd,  of  Pleasantville,  Rev.  Dr. 
Brown,  and  closed  by  Brother  Bell. 

"  Four  o'clock  topic— How  shall  we  best  reach  the  yonrg  men  of  the  oil  re- 
gions f  Openlngaddress  by  Brother  Andrews,  of  Tidlonte,  followed  by  Brother 
Hague,  of  Tidioute,  and  Patterson,  of  Petrolenm  Centre,  successful  oil  opera- 
tors, who  strongly  advocated  the  proper  observance  of  the  Sabbath  at  the  oil- 
wells  ;  and  by  Rev.  Mr.  Sinclair  and  Brother  Hall,  of  Oil  City. 

"  Adjourned  at  five  o'clock. 

EVEN  INO   SESSION 

commenced  at  half-past  seven  with  devotional  exercises.  Brother  Hague,  of 
Tidlonte,  presiding. 

"  Eight  o'clock  topic— The  effect  of  YonngMen's  Christian  Ass  clations  when 
rightly  conducted.  Opening  address  by  Brother  Minor,  followed  by  Brother 
Johnson,  of  Pittsburg,  and  closed  by  Brother  Hague,  of  Tidioute. 

"Half-  ast  eight  topic— Personal  Consecration.  Opening  address  by  Brother 
Johnson,  of  Pittsburg,  followed  by  Brother  Patterson,  of  Petrolenm  Centre, 

"  The  closing  address  to  the  convention  was  made  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  of 
Pittsburg. 

"  Brother  Minor,  on  behalf  of  the  Yonng  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Titusville,  returned  thanks  to  the  delegates  In  attendance,  and  the  exercises 
concluded  with  the  singing  of  the  doxology,  and  the  benediction. 

'Delegates  were  In  attendance  representing  the  associations  at  TltnsrUle, 
Oil  City,  Tidlonte,  Petroleum  Centre,  Bonseville,  Pittsburg,  Greenville, 
Pleasantville,  and  Union  City.  There  Is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  con- 
vention accomplished  a  most  useful  mission,  in  developing  the  latent  piety 
and  'alent  r>f  many  an  Interested  attendant  upon  Its  sessions." 


Sow  Beside  All  Waters.— One  very  cold  morning  hut 
winter,  while  sitting  in  my  room  reading,  and  enjoying  the  lux- 
ury of  a  good  fire,  I  observed  a  stranger  at  the  door,  brushing 
the  snow-flakes  from  his  coat,  and  scraping  the  half-frozen  mod 
from  his  boots.  At  first,  I  did  not  recognize  him ;  but  in  a  few 
moments,  I  remembered  having  met  him  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Dublin  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  some  years  before. 
He  said  he  had  been  living  in  the  city  of  Boston,  but  that  he  was 
about  to  return  to  Ireland,  at  the  request  of  his  aged  mother,  and 
as  he  was  passing  through  New-York,  he  called  to  see  me.  I  was 
happy  to  learn  from  his  conversation  that  he  was  a  Christian, 
and  he  took  great  pains  to  tell  me  that  I  was,  indirectly,  the  in- 
strument used  in  his  conversion.  He  said  that  he  and  some  gay 
companions  were  one  day  passing  down  Sackville-street,  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  and  that  I  gave  them  a  little  card,  on  which  was 
printed  an  invitation  to  the  conversational  Bible-class,  held  every 
Lord's  Day  evening,  at  the  rooms  of  the  association,  and  also  an 
appropriate  text  of  scripture.  He  concluded  by  saying :  "  That 
card  was  the  means  of  my  conversion."  Little  di  i  I  dream  that 
those  silent  messengers  that  I  was  distributing  promiscuously  to 
the  young  men  of  the  city  were  destined  to  lead  a  precious  soul 
to  Jesus,  and  that  years  afterward,  though  three  thousand  miles 
from  the  original  scene  of  action,  I  would  be  permitted  to  hear 
this  joyful  testimony  from  the  lips  of  one  whose  soul  was  saved 
through  this  little  effort. 

How  encouraging  this  is  to  Christian  young  men,  who  are  la- 
boring for  the  good  of  their  fellows !  Ood  has  promised  to  water 
the  scattered  seed  with  His  blessing ;  but  there  it  not  a  single 
promise  in  the  word  for  those  who  do  not  work.  Oh  I  then,  let  ns 
scatter  the  living  seed  of  truth  broadcast  among  the  young  men 
of  our  large  cities,  who  are  perishing  for  lack  of  spiritual  food, 
and  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe  will  cause  it  to  spring  up  and 
bear  fruit  to  the  glory  of  His  name.  Let  every  Christian  young 
man  remember  that  he  is  responsible  for  the  countless  opportuni- 
ties for  doing  good  that  continually  crowd  his  path,  and  that 
companionship  with  Jesus  is  the  power  to  serve.  B.  A.  J. 


The  Prayer-Meeting. — A  young  man  of  rich  and  influen- 
tial family  was  passing  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  one  Saturday  even- 
ing, when  he  was  handed  a  printed  invitation  to  attend  a  prayer- 
meeting  held  there.  As  the  night  was  quite  dark  and  no  gaslight 
near,  he  kept  the  notice  in  his  hand,  without  reading  it,  for  almost 
a  square,  at  which  place  was  situated  a  large  and  brilliantly 
lighted  billiard-saloon.  Standing  on  the  sidewalk,  he  read  the 
invitation  by  the  light  which  streamed  from  the  windows,  retraced 
his  steps,  attended  the  meeting,  was  convicted  of  sin,  rose  for 
prayers,  was  converted  to  Ood,  joined  an  Evangelical  church,  and 
is  now  an  earnest  worker  for  Christ.  When  asked  why  he  came 
back  to  the  meeting,  he  said:  "  I  could  not  help  it." 

rcinoinnati  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Pmyer-MeetlngO 

Digitized  by  VjUOv  LC 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


01 


JT&vjs  of  Asscoiaiicns. 


NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  woloome : 

1.  New  features  in  tbe  work. 

i.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  incidents. 

i.  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
£»/"  Communications  should  reach  our  offlce  before  the  middle  of  the  month 

In  order  to  secure  prompt  insertion. 


Toronto  T.  M.  C.  A.— The  eighth  annual  meeting  of  this 
association  was  held  December  23d,  in  the  Baptist  church,  Bond- 
street,  Daniel  Wilson,  LL.D.,  presiding. 

The  Chairman  delivered  an  address.  He  had  to  regret  the  ab- 
sence of  the  respected  President  of  the  association,  John  McDon- 
ald, more  especially  as  the  building  of  this  new  hall,  which  was 
to  be  subscribed  for  this  evening,  was  that  gentleman's  scheme — 
he  heading  the  list  with  $2000.  Reference  was  made  to  the  in- 
creasing efficacy  of  the  Association  Cottage  Lectures,  Bethel  Ser- 
vices, Hospital  and  Jail  Visitations,  the  Employment  Committee, 
and  other  functions  of  the  association,  as  giving  proof  that  its  vi- 
tality was  not  on  the  wane.  He  then  spoke  of  a  work  recently 
taken  np  by  the  members  of  the  association — namely,  a  crusade 
against  those  fertile  haunts  of  vice— saloons.  After  due  consid- 
eration, several  young  men  of  the  association  went  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  his  own  camp,  and  with  the  Word  of  the  Spirit  to  van- 
quish Satan.  In  spite  of  the  danger  of  personal  violence  they 
carried  on  their  work,  and  through  their  efforts,  he  was  thankful 
to  say,  that  six  saloons  had  been  closed  ;  and  these  places  were 
not,  as  some  might  imagine,  hidden  in  dark  corners— one  of  them 
having  been  in  the  great  thoroughfare,  King-street.  He  then  al- 
luded to  the  proposed  building,  and  said  that  he  thought  the  as- 
sociation had  already  given  the  city  the  value  of  its  cost  in  the 
good  it  had  done,  and  might  fairly  expect  a  return. 

Some  messages  of  greeting  were  read  from  the  Christian  asso- 
ciations in  St.  Catharines,  Hamilton,  Buffalo,  Detroit,  and  Mon- 
treal. 

Other  addresses  of  a  most  interesting  character  were  made  by 
Revs.  Thomas  Guttery,  W.  Morley  Punshon,  Dr.  Wilkes,  and  Mr. 
George  Hague,  after  which  a  collection  was  taken  up,  amounting 
to  $5000. 

The  following  are  abstracts  of  the  reports  read : 

In  the  Secretary's  report  it  was  stated  that  there  were  tne  names 
of  277  active,  105  associate,  26  honorary,  and  2  life-members 
on  the  roll  this  year,  against  the  names  of  248  active,  113  associate, 
81  honorary,  and  2  life-members  in  1870.  There  had  been  123  ac- 
cessions to,  and  106  withdrawals  from  the  membership  of  the  asso- 
ciation during  the  year — the  withdrawals  had  been  principally  by 
young  men  leaving  the  city.  A  noon-day  prayer-meeting  was  com- 
menced last  November,  and  continued  for  some  seven  months 
with  considerable  success,  the  attendance  varying  from  ten  to 
sixty,  but  owing  to  some  of  the  active  workers  in  it  leaving  the 
city,  it  was  thought  well  to  discontinue  it  for  a  season.  The 
Sabbath-evening  meeting  In  the  Agricultural  Hall,  from  eight  to 
nine  o'clock,  was,  as  on  the  previous  year,  well  attended,  and  was 
carried  on  for  four  months  with  encouraging  results — the  ex- 
penses being  paid  by  unknown  friends.  The  Saturday-evening 
prayer  meetings  had  been  increasingly  interesting  and  profitable 
during  the  year — the  attendance  having  been  so  large  that  young 
men  were  frequently  compelled  to  go  away  in  consequence  of 
there  not  being  room  for  them.  A  weekly  Bible-class  had  been 
kept  up,  the  attendance  being  regular  and  encouraging.  Cottage 
prayer-meetings  had  also  been  well  sustained.  Employment  had 
been  procured  for  one  hundred  applicants.  Hospital  visitation 
had  been  undertaken,  and  with  good  results.  The  Lecture  Com- 
mittee had  raised  $230  for  the  building  fund.    A  large  distribu- 


tion of  tracts,  etc,  had  been  made  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  volumes  in  the  library  was  reported  to  be  1106.  The  expendi- 
tures of  the  year  were  $1351.49,  leaving  a  small  balance  in  the 
treasury.  The  Building  Committee  reported  that  the  sum  of 
$14,307.70  was  pledged  towards  the  building  which  is  to  be  com- 
menced in  the  spring,  lots  having  been  procured  and  plans  being 
in  course  of  preparation. 

The  meeting  was  one  full  of  interest,  and  indicative  of  a  pros- 
perous future  for  the  Toronto  brethren. 

Scranton,  Pa. — The  anniversary  exercises  of  the  T.  M. 
C.  A.,  on  December  15th,  were  of  unusual  interest.  The  religious 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Speer,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Culliss.  The  exercises  were  agreeably  inter- 
spersed with  music,  the  quartettes  being  specially  entertaining. 
The  principal  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  reading  of  Presi- 
dent Boies'  report,  which  was  listened  to  with  intense  interest 
throughout. 

The  report  speaks  of  temporal  and  spiritual  progress  during 
the  past  year.  The  association  has  gained  in  numbers,  strength, 
and  influence ;  it  is  more  favorably  regarded  by  the  churches  and 
pastors ;  more  firmly  established  in  the  confidence  and  sympathy 
of  the  community,  and  generally  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 
The  total  expenditures  last  year  were  $3468.  The  report  refers 
to  the  ineligible  situation  of  the  rooms,  and  intimates  that  a  plan 
is  maturing  for  raising  a  building  fund.  One  prominent  citizen 
has  offered  to  contribute  $250  a  year  to  such  a  fund  until  the 
building  is  paid  for.  The  library  has  been  considerably  increased 
during  the  year,  more  than  400  volumes  having  been  added.  A 
museum  has  also  been  added  to  the  attractive  features  of  the 
rooms.  Through  its  missionary,  Mr.  Mossman,  the  association 
is  doing  a  good  work  in  home  evangelization,  keeping  up  a 
noon  prayer-meeting  and  several  other  devotional  meetings, 
street-preaching,  boys'  meetings,  mission-schools,  and  an  impor- 
tant normal  class  of  200  Sunday-school  teachers — all  under  asso- 
ciation auspices.  We  rejoice  in  all  these  evidences  of  activity 
and  earnestness  on  the  part  of  our  Scranton  members,  and  wish 
them  a  hearty  God-speed. 

Cleveland,  O. — The  meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  at  the  parlors  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  church,  watching  the  old  year  out  and  welcoming 
the  new,  was  a  very  solemn  and  interesting  one.  There  was  a 
very  large  attendance,  larger  than  the  inclement  weather  would 
have  warranted.  The  meeting  was  divided  into  four  parts — the 
first,  devoted  to  "  Praise,"  and  extending  from  nine  o'clock  un- 
til a  quarter  to  ten,  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Charles  Dockstader. 

The  division  called  "  Experience,"  and  devoted  to  relations  of 
struggles  with  conscience  and  religious  convictions,  extending 
from  a  quarter  to  ten  until  half-past,  was  supervised  by  Dr.  Dai- 
bey. 

The  third  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Sherwin,  was  named 
and  devoted  to  "  Conference  and  Prayer,"  and  lasted  until  after 
eleven. 

The  last  division  of  the  meeting,  called  "  Personal  Consecra- 
tion," was  a  very  impressive  one — the  exercises  being  of  a  very 
solemn  nature.  It  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Lang  Sheaff.  As  the 
hour  of  midnight  approached,  and  the  end  of  the  old  year  drew 
near,  a  season  of  silent  prayer  was  held,  all  in  the  room  kneeling. 
In  this  position  the  worshippers  sang  the  beautiful  hymn  which 
begins.  "  Shall  we  gather  at  the  river?"  Then,  after  a  brief  and 
earnest  prayer  by  Mr.  Sheaff,  the  assemblage  repeated  the  Lord's 
prayer  in  concert.  Then,  the  congregation  standing,  an  appro- 
priate song,  called  "  The  New  Tear,"  a  companion  piece  to  the 
familiar  hymn  whose  first  verse  is,  "  My  days  are  gliding  swiftly 
by,"  was  sung,  and  the  meeting  was  dismissed.  Opportunity  was 
seized  of  exchanging  greetings,  and  many  a  "  Happy  New-Year" 
was  cordially  wished.  The  services  throughout  were  of  a  most 
impressive  nature,  worthy  a  Christian  community  and  the  Cleve- 
land Y.  M.  C  A.— Cleveland  Herald. 


New-Albany,  Ind.—A  letter,  received  by  Mr.  Weidens- 
all,  from  this  association  says  that  they  have  opened  a  free 
reading-room ;  that  they  have  raised  $1000  to  begin  with,  and 
the  canvass  already  made  assures  success.    This  association  was 
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organized  by  Mr.  Weidenaall  last  spring,  when  only  five  persons 
were  present.  The  meeting  was  held  in  a  dirty  and  deserted 
room,  with  a  smoking  lamp  for  a  light.  Half  the  time  was 
spent  in  prayer  for  heaven's  direction.  The  organization  was 
effected  with  a  view  to  cottage  prayer-meetings  and  street-preach- 
ing. They  had  marked  success  in  the  former,  and  instead  of 
street  services,  public  meetings  were  held  in  the  Opera  House, 
which  was  given  to  them  gratis.  The  meetings  were  held  on 
Sabbath  afternoon,  and  the  best  of  music  was  furnished  by  the 
city  choirs.  The  Lord  has  blessed  this  small  beginning.  It  was 
most  certainly  a  work  of  faith.  It  was  born  in  a  faithful  prayer- 
meeting.  The  reading-room  of  the  association  was  formally 
opened  on  December  11th,  and  about  three  hundred  persons, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  visited  it  during  the  evening,  all  of  whom 
went  away  delighted  with  the  place.  The  room  is  on  the  sec- 
ond floor  of  Vemia's  Block,  corner  of  Pearl  and  Spring  streets, 
entrance  from  Spring,  and  it  is  fitted  up  in  fine  style. 


Jersey  City,  N.  J. — Such  letters  as  the  following,  from  our 
old  friend  and  co-worker,  Noble  Heath,  Jr.,  are  just  the  sort  we 
like  to  receive : 

"  Enclosed  I  send  yon  my  check  for  $5  (five  dollars),  in  pay- 
ment of  my  subscription  to  Thb  Association  Monthly,  as  above, 
and  as  many  copies  as  the  balance  will  pay  for,  to  be  sent  to  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Jersey  City.  Please  advise  me  of  the  number, 
that  I  may  notify  the  association. 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  yon  that  from  a  very 
low  ebb  last  year  the  tide  of  labor  and  prosperity  has  come  up 
well  in  this  association. 

"With  a  'live'  Board  of  Directors,  earnest  and  persevering 
spiritual  effort,  and  diligent  financial  care,  God  has  been  pleased 
to  raise  us  up  from  threatened  demise  to  health  and  strength. 

'*  Ton  will  soon  hear  good  tidings  from  us  in  addition  to  what 
we  now  report,  namely — debt  nearly  cancelled,  prayer-meetings 
attended  with  unusual  numbers  and  interest,  active  work  in  visit- 
ing docks,  hospitals,  prisons  ;  tract  distribution,  etc.,  etc. ;  an  ex- 
cellent course  of  lectures  (successful) ;  as  well  as  the  usual  work 
of  committees,  individuals,  officers,  etc. 

"  Our  blessed  Master  seems  to  honor  the  union  movement  with 
His  especial  favor,  whether  it  takes  the  shape  of  a  prayer-meeting 
(like  the  Fulton-street)  or  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
or  a  mission  Sabbath-school  (such  as  there  is  in  our  city,  in  won- 
derful usefulness — the  Pavonia  Union  Mission) ;  and  we  should 
a'.l  thank  God  and  take  courage  to  go  forward  in  His  providence 
to  greater  and  still  greater  usefulness,  never  doubting  His  bless- 
ing and  care  of  us." 


These  divisions  were  under  the  leadership  respectively  of  Joseph 
W.  Sanderson,  Thomas  B.  Horton,  and  A.  C.  Scott.  At  half-past 
eleven  p.m.,  every  Christian  in  the  hall  who  would  re-consecrate 
his  life  to  the  Lord's  work  was  requested  to  rise.  Fully  ISO  did 
so.  An  appeal  was  then  made  to  the  unconverted,  and  14  asked 
to  be  remembered  in  prayer.  The  whole  assembly  then  knelt, 
and  in  silent  prayer  the  old  year  passed  away. 


Winthrop,  Me. — This  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  organized  November 
18th,  1867,  with  16  active  and  11  associate  members.  Addi- 
tions were  made  during  the  year  following,  until  there  were  80 
active  and  29  associate  members.  At  the  present  time  there  are 
no  associate  members ,-  all  membership  is  included  in  one  class, 
styled  active  members,  as  follows,  namely,  87  males  and  24  fe- 
males— total,  61  active  members.  The  regular  business  meetings 
of  the  association  are  held  on  the  last  Monday  evening  of  each 
month.  Regular  prayer-meetings  are  held  in  the  hall  of  the  as- 
sociation every  Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings.  It  has  a  library, 
furnished  and  cared  for  by  the  ladies  of  the  association,  and  this 
is  well  patronized.  The  association  has  held  prayer-meetings 
regularly  in  neighboring  towns  for  the  past  two  years  with  good 
success,  having  been  rewarded  by  seeing  nearly  100  hopeful  con- 
versions since  organization.  The  several  ministers  are  members 
of  the  association,  and  have  given  much  assistance. 


Cincinnati,  O. — Watch-night  services  were  held  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  on  the  last  night  of  1871.  The  hall 
was  completely  filled,  most  of  the  auditors  being  young  men. 
The  services  commenced  at  eight  o'clock,  and  for  one  hour  a 
"  service  of  song"  continued,  praising  God  for  His  mercies  in  the 
past,  and  looking  forward  to  still  more  of  His  assistance  in  the 
year  to  come.  From  nine  until  twelve  o'clock  the  meeting  was 
divided  up  into  three  periods,  in  which  "the  past,"  "  the  future," 
and  "  the  present"  were  the  subjects  of  prayer  and  remarks. 


Solent,  Mass.— Brother  W.  G.  Barton  sends  us  this  good  re- 
port: 

"  We  have  been  for  some  little  time  located  in  our  new  rooms. 
No.  194  Essex-street,  which  we  consider  an  improvement  on 
our  other  quarters,  as  we  are  now  in  the  second  story,  having  be- 
fore been  in  the  third.  Our  rooms  are  very  pleasant,  and  the  as- 
sociation seems  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  Prayer- 
meetings  are  held  every  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday  even- 
ings, which  have,  without  doubt,  done  much  good.  On  Monday 
evening  a  meeting  is  conducted  by  one  of  the  members,  for  boys 
from  ten  to  sixteen.  These  meetings  are  very  interesting,  the 
boys  enjoying  them  very  much ;  and  probably  many  will  date 
their  first  religious  impressions  from  these  services.  Prayer- 
meetings  are  also  carried  on,  in  a  different  part  of  the  city,  on 
Sunday  evenings ;  for  although  our  city  is  small  compared  with 
yours,  there  is  work  enough  to  do." 


Charlottetoum  (P.  E.  I.).— Renewing  several  subscrip- 
tions, Brother  Heard  writes : 

"  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  our  association  building  is  pro- 
gressing nicely — the  roof  is  rough-boarded,  and  the  material  on 
hand  to  cover  it  so  as  to  resist  the  weather.  We  hope  to  get  it 
completed  by  August,  and  shall  then  anticipate  no  small  assist- 
ance from  our  brethren  of  New- York  and  Boston  in  the  opening 
services.  Our  bazaar  came  off  a  few  days  since,  and  although, 
from  the  early  irruption  of  winter,  our  commerce  has  been  se- 
verely checked,  yet  there  was  a  generous  response  to  the  call  of 
the  ladies  and  the  young  men,  who  deserve  great  credit  for  their 
self-devotion  to  our  noble  cause.  The  amount  realized  exceeds 
$2000,  and  the  subscriptions  paid  in  are  upward  of  $8000 — in  all 
over  $5000.  We  feel  assured  that  the  friends  of  our  association 
will  not  relax  their  efforts  until  the  building  is  finished,  fur- 
nished, and  free." 


Selma,  Ala. — Our  members  generally  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  the  association  at  this  point  is  not  only  alive,  but  entering 
upon  its  third  year  with  every  promise  of  fruitful  activity.  Har- 
mony and  Christian  sympathy  prevail  throughout  the  member- 
ship, and  it  is  expected  that  the  current  year  will  develop  re- 
doubled zeal  and  effort  in  the  wjrk.  On  the  8th  of  January,  the 
following  officers  were  elected :  President,  P.  G.  Wood ;  Vice- 
President,  J.  H.  Franklin ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Butler 
Woodward ;  Recording  Secretary,  John  M.  McKee ;  Assistant 
Secretary,  W.  L.  Howell ;  Treasurer,  A.  G.  Parrish ;  Librarian, 
E.  A.  Melcher ;  Executive  Committee,  T.  W.  Partridge,  Frank 
Norris,  J.  R.  Jones,  J.  B.  Cowan,  W.  D.  Snow. 


Etnlenton,  Pa. — From  this  new  association  we  receive  good 
news,  as  follows : 

"  We  are  doing  splendidly,  much  better  than  I  anticipated  at 
first.  The  faithful  working  together  of  a  few  will  accomplish 
much  when  their  efforts  are  blessed  with  the  help  of  the  Master. 
There  is  great  need  of  such  a  work  as  only  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  cant 
accomplish  in  this  section,  and  we  look  forward  to  success  and 
victory  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  We  know  it  is  ours,  for  the  prom 
ises  are  all  to  them  who  believe  upon  and  trust  Him. 

"  Our  officers  are :  President,  W.  J.  McCulla ;  Vice-President, 
J.  C.  Scott ;  Secretary,  J.  N.  Wise ;  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Camp. 

"  We  have  devotional  meetings  twice  each  week,  on  Wednesday 
evening  and  Sabbath.  At  our  first  meeting,  about  two  weeks 
ago,  we  had  only  four  persons  present ;  but  the  numbers  are  in 
creasing  rapidly  since." 


Red  Wing. — After  a  long  season  of  depression  and  spiritual 
indolence,  this  Y.  M  C.  A.  has  taken  steps  toward  resuscitation 
by  establishing  a  union  weekly  prayer-meeting,  and  proposes  to 
organize  a  mission  Sunday-school  in  its  rooms.  It  has  made  the 
mistake  of  going  into  temporal  partnership  with  a  literary  so- 
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cioty  and  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  We  trait  that  the  associa- 
tion may  soon  see  its  way  clear  to  an  independent  activity  in 
Christian  work,  and  then  the  blessing  of  Him  who  maketh  rich 
wfli  surely  follow.  God  gives  no  promise  of  pay  in  advance. 
The  command  is,  Go,  work-  today  in  my  vineyard ;  the  settle- 
ment comes  at  sundown. 

Tankers,  If.  Y.— Secretary  Bradish  writes :  "The  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
of  Yonkers,  which  was  organized  the  last  of  September,  has  made 
commendable  progress  since.  The  association  now  numbers  over 
100  members,  of  whom  about  60  are  active.  We  rented,  for  the  pres- 
ent, a  fine  commodious  hall.  Our  rooms  are  open  daily  (Sundays 
excepted),  from  7  to  10  p.m. 

"  We  have  just  commenced  a  library,  and  our  tables  are  fairly 
supplied  with  the  daily  papers  and  various  periodicals,  besides 
the  religious  weeklies. 

"A  class  in  higher  mathematics  is  being  organized,  to  be  gratu- 
itously instructed  by  a  member  of  the  association,  a  graduate  of 
one  of  our  best  universities.  We  have  a  devotional  meeting 
each  Monday  evening,  followed  by  an  address  or  lecture.  We 
have  also  commenced  systematic  visitation,  with  the  intention  of 
becoming  personally  acquainted  with  all  the  young  men  of  the 
place." 

The  Cincinnati  T.  M.  C.  A.  kept "  open  house"  on  New- 
Teat's  day.  Their  hall  was  cleared  of  chairs,  and  eighteen  tables 
were  covered  with  "  the  good  things  of  this  life,"  to  properly  "re- 
ceive" their  friends.  After  the  noon  prayer-meeting,  the  hall  was 
thrown  open,  and  from  that  time  until  nine  o'clock,  a  steady  stream 
of  visitors  partook  of  our  brethren's  bounty.  Quite  a  number  of 
young  ladles,  "  firm  friends  and  true,"  of  the  Cincinnati  Associa- 
tion, lent  their  presence  and  valuable  aid  on  this  pleasant  occa- 
sion. '  We  can  recommend  this  plan  to  our  sister  associations,  as 
a  splendid  way  to  get  a  firm  hold  on  young  men. 


West  River,  Mich. — Mr.  David  Miller  reports  most  cheer- 
ingly  of  the  progress  of  the  work  in  that  locality.  The  sphere 
of  labor  covers  a  territory  eighteen  miles  in  extent,  through 
which  cottage  meetings  are  systematically  organized,  and  are 
gathering  in  many  souls  not  otherwise  reached  by  Christian  in- 
fluences. The  association  has  just  completed  a  building  two 
stories  high,  erected  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  having  a 
debt  of  only  $800  upon  it.  The  cottage  meetings  of  this  band 
of  praying  brethren  are  accomplishing  evident  good.  God  speed 
their  work ! 


Milwaukee,  Wis. — This  association  has  done  a  useful  and 
memorable  work  in  lending  the  advantages  of  its  organization  to 
the  relief  of  sufferers  by  the  Chicago,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan 
fires  of  last  fall.  As  the  almoners  of  others'  bounty,  our  mem- 
bers at  Milwaukee  have  performed,  systematically  and  gratuitous- 
ly, an  important  Christian  duty.  We  notice  that  they  acknowl- 
edge having  received  from  the  Boston  T.  M.  C.  A.  alone  f  2000  in 
cash  and  433  cases  and  barrels  of  clothing. 


Halifax,  y.  8. — A  recent  letter  from  Mr.  J.  S.  McLean 
evinces  that  a  hearty  welcome  and  characteristic  cooperation 
await  the  representative  of  the  Executive  Committee  during  his 
projected  visit  to  the  associations  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New-Bruns- 
wick. We  needed  no  assurances  of  this  kind  from  that  quarter ; 
but  we  do  almost  envy  Mr.  B.  C.  Morse  the  whole-hearted  greet- 
ings and  attentions  of  such  noble  workers  as  Brother  McLean 
and  his  many  co-partners  in  our  cause. 


Tidloute,  Pa. — A  recent  letter  reports  two  conversions  at 
one  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  meetings,  and  also  that  considerable  relig- 
ous  interest  prevails.  During  the  past  summer,  between  forty 
and  fifty  persons  have  been  hopefully  converted.  Our  members, 
at  this  point,  ask  that  they  may  be  aided  with  the  prayers  of 


their  fellow-workers.    This  association  was  the  result  of  a  dis- 
trict convention  held  not  long  ago. 

Elizabeth,  N.  J.  —The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Elizabeth  has  had  a  very  interesting  and  profitable  course  of 
(.•Claras  during  the  present  season.  They  have  had  Dr.  Tiffany, 
Professor  Raymond,  John  B.  Gough,  Professor  Richards,  D.  R. 
Locke  ("  Nasby"),  George  Vandenhoff,  Miss  Anna  Dickinson,  and 
Rev.  Henry  Wani  Beecher.  George  W.  Curtis  is  to  deliver  the 
closing  lecture,  February  7th. 

JeffersmwUle,  Ind.— We  wish  we  could  learn  that  our 
members  here  were  active,  and,  therefore,  flourishing.  They 
have  an  important  field,  but  perhaps  they  lack  faith.  Kossuth 
used  to  say  that  "  nothing  was  impossible  to  him  who  wills." 
But  how  much  more  true  is  it  that  he  who  believes  can  laugh  at 
impossibilities!-  Prayer,  work,  and  a  building  are  what  the 
Jeffersonville  brethren  need. 


Lynn,  Mass.— We  have  received  the  third  annual  report 
of  this  association,  together  with  more  recent  evidences  of  ac- 
tive work  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  men  of  Lynn.  During 
December  and  January,  a  series  of  free  lectures,  readings,  etc., 
of  an  instructive  character,  have  been  delivered  in  the  rooms. 
Last  year  the  association  held  114  devotional  meetings. 

Detroit,  Mich. — We  are  pleased  to  notice,  in  the  local  pa  ■ 
pers,  references  to  the  cheerfulness  and  popularity  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  in  Detroit.  The  reading-room  is  well  fur- 
nished with  literary  material  of  the  most  approved  character,  and 
a  collection  of  good  books  in  the  library  does  its  share  in  contrib- 
uting to  the  attractiveness  of  the  rooms. 


Torkville,  X.  F.— The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  elected  the  follow 
ing  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  H.  C.  Robinson ; 
Vice-Presidents,  J.  A.  Smith,  Hon.  W.  A.  Whitbeck,  J.  T.  Dram- 
niond ;  Recording  Secretary,  J.  D.  Shipman ;  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, H.  Fulmer,  Jr. ;  Treasurer,  T.  WandelL 


BethleJiem,  Pa.— We  gather  from  the  local  papers  that  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  here  is  going  forward  in  its  work  usefully  and  pros- 
perously. Prayer-meetings,  business-meetings,  classes,  scientific 
lectures,  and  a  young  folks'  entertainment  (netting  $180)  have 
been  among  the  features  of  the  past  season. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Morse,  after  surveying  the  field  of  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
work  in  Connecticut  and  Maine,  goes  to  Nova  Scotia  and  New- 
Brunswick,  in  prosecution  of  the  plans  of  the  General  Executive 
Committee. 


Macomb,  III.— We  learn  through  correspondence  that  there 
is  a  movement  for  the  formation  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at 'this  point. 


Baltimore,  Md. — The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  here  provided  employ- 
ment for  367  persons  during  1871. 


ABROAD. 


The  Paris  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  issubd  a  CnouiiAR,  from  which 
we  make  these  excerpts : 

"The  association  was  formed  in  1868,  as  a  branch  of  the  then 
existing  French '  Union  ChrStienne  de  Jeunes  Gens  de  Paris,' 
by  a  number  of  English  and  American  gentlemen  who  were 
deeply  impressed  with  the  need  of  some  Christian  effort  to  reach 
their  young  fellow-countrymen  engaged  in  pursuits  of  business 
or  pleasure  in  this  city. 

"  The  society  enjoyed  a  career  of  increasing  prosperity  and 
usefulness  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  when  nearly  all 
of  the  English  and  American  residents  left  this  capital.  The 
rooms  of  the  association  were,  however,  kept  oi 
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two  sieges,  when  the  French  brethren  continued  to  hold  their 
meetings,  joined  by  such  members  of  the  Anglo-American  branch 
ae  remained. 

"  In  consequence  of  the  severe  political  troubles  Paris  has  had 
to  undergo,  the  operations  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation have  been  almost  at  a  standstill,  and  its  pecuniary  re- 
sources exhausted.  Now  that  peace  has  been  reestablished, 
Paris  is  rapidly  resuming  her  former  aspect ;  houses  of  business 
are  reopening,  visitors  are  arriving.  The  committee  feel  that 
the  time  has  come  for  making  a  special  effort  to  reinstate  the  so- 
ciety in  all  its  former  usefulness. 

"  The  promoters  of  this  society  urge  their  claim  upon  the  ac- 
tive sympathy  of  every  oue  into  whose  hands  this  circular  may 
fall.  Having  passed  through  a  season  of  unprecedented  trial, 
Paris  is  now  more  than  ever  in  need  of  Christian  work  and 
workers. 

"  The  officers  of  the  Paris  association  are :  President,  H.  H.  Skep- 
per,  Esq.,  68  Rue  d'Hauteville  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Rev.  Ed.  Forbes, 
M.A.,  229  Faubourg  St.  Honorfi ;  J.  W.  Crane,  Esq.,  21  Boul. 
des  Capucines;  Treasurer,  G.  Locke,  Esq.,  47  Faubourg  St. 
Honor€  ;  Secretary,  M.  Le  Pasteur  Rouget. 

"  The  rooms  are  most  eligibly  and  centrally  situated  for  the 
business  quarter,  at  No.  160  rue  Montmartre,  near  the  Bourse 
and  the  Boulevards.  They  are  large,  commodious,  comfortably 
furnished,  well  warmed  in  winter,  and  lighted  with  gas,  consti- 
tuting a  pleasant  and  attractive  Home,  where  young  men  from 
Great  Britain  and  America  can  meet  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  so- 
cial and  Christian  intercourse  and  improvement. 

"  The  advantages  offered  to  the  members  include  classes  for 
the  study  of  the  modern  languages,  weekly  literary  meetings 
(essays,  debates,  recitations  with  criticisms),  always  largely  at- 
tended and  much  enjoyed  ;  Bible-classes  twice  a  week — that  on 
the  Sunday  afternoon  being  succeeded,  as  in  London,  by  a  well- 
furnished  tea-table;  a  news-room,  abundantly  supplied  with 
journals  and  magazines,  and  a  library  of  Christian  and  general 
literature  of  an  instructive  character. 

"  The  help  and  guidance  constantly  sought  by,  and  often  af- 
forded to,  young  men  newly  arrived,  in  the  choice  of  residence, 
and  in  finding  employment,  is  another  valuable  feature  of  the 
institution.  The  French  branch  holds  its  meetings  in  the  same 
locale." 


The  Quarterly  Messenger  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  (London)  reports 
that,  in  England,  the  work  of  extension  is  proceeding.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  holiday  season,  Mr.  Gilbert  resumed  his  duties, 
and  now  reports  the  formation  of  associations  in  Winchester,  Ba- 
singstoke, Guildford,  and  Reading.  Arrange  nents  have  also  been 
made,  by  which  the  associations  formed  at  Brighton  and  South- 
ampton, are  being  brought  into  active  operation.  The  imperfect- 
ly organized  association  at  Leicester  having  collapsed,  a  new  as- 
sociation has  been  formed  on  the  general  basis,  and  it  has  been 
warmly  taken  up  by  some  of  the  best  known  and  most  active 
Christians  in  the  town.  At  Nottingham,  rooms  have  been  taken, 
the  association  more  definitely  constituted,  and  a  Bible-class  es- 
tablished. Arrangements  are  in  progress  for  the  reformation  of 
associations  in  Derby,  Bradford,  and  Chesterfield.  The  small  as- 
sociation in  Manchester,  which  has  been  praying  and  working  in 
the  hope  of  taking  religious  possession  of  the  town,  is  on  the  eve 
of  seeing  the  accomplishment  of  its  desires  in  this  respect ;  but 
Manchester  is  a  difficult  place  to  work,  and  the  arrangements 
need  both  thought  and  care. 

In  the  London  association,  the  work  of  tract  distribution  has 
been  systematically  pursued  during  the  summer  months.  The 
attendance  at  the  Bible-classes  and  devotional  meetings  has  been 
well  sustained,  while  the  numbers  attending  the  religious  ad- 
dresses given  by  clergymen  and  ministers  have  exceeded  the  av- 
erage at  this  season.  With  the  opening  of  the  winter  campaign, 
increased  attendance  at  all  the  meetings  gives  hopes  of  a  season 
of  prosperous  working  in  the  Master's  service.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  in  the  hope  of  increasing,  under  effective  super- 
intendence, the  work  in  houses  of  business,  always  the  first  con- 
cern of  the  association. 

A  considerable  addition  of  new  members,  giving  themselves 
earnestly  to  the  work,  is  a  feature  of  much  encouragement. 

The  Class  for  Systematic  Study  of  the  Holy  Scripture  has  re- 
commenced, and  the  following  programme  has  been  arranged  by 
its  learned  and  indefatigable  conductor,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wain- 
wright: 


TERM    SUBJECT— INSPIRATION. 

The  question  stated.    Its  importance.    Refutation  of  negative  as- 
sertions. 
Irreconcilable  inconsistency  of  negative  theories. 
Erroneous  theories  reducible  to  three : 
I.  That  the  Inspiration  of  the  Sacred  Writers  Is  not  peculiar  to  themselTsa. 

Parker.    Bchlelemucher.    DeWette. 
n.  The  mechanical  theory. 

III.  The  partial  theory. 

IV.  The  true  theory  (Plenary). 

Refutation  of  objections  to  it : 

First,  That  its  ueumptions  are  unwarranted  by  Scripture. 

Second,  That  Scripture  and  Science  are  at  variance. 

Third,  That  it  is  disproved  by  the  contradictions  of  Scripture. 

The  actual  inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture,  then,  is  Plkw- 
art: 

For  it  is  that  of  suggestion,  and  that  of  superintendence. 

It  is  also  Verbal 

(though  not  mechanical.    A  three-fold  distinction),  and  is  thus  ratified— as  to 
its  minutest  words— by  the  testimony  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Apostles. 

The  several  branches  of  the  London  association  are,  as  usual, 
exemplifying  a  great  degree  of  religious  activity,  and  not  without 
evidences  of  the  Master's  acceptance  and  blessing. 

Cheering  reports  are  given  in  the  Quarterly  Messenger  respect- 
ing a  large  number  of  English  associations,  both  old  and  new ; 
and  the  indications  are  unmistakably  in  the  direction  of  prosper- 
ous progress  for  the  cause. 


In  Scotland  there  are  fifty-two  associations;  the  number  of 
members  is  between  three  and  four  thousand.  In  connection  with 
all  the  associations,  regular  prayer-meetings  axe  held ;  the  greater 
number  have  Bible-classes,  many  have  courses  of  lectures,  and 
some  have  reading-rooms,  libraries,  classes,  etc.  A  few  have 
literary  meetings,  and  some  engage  in  tract  distribution,  holding 
cottage  meetings,  etc 

The  Second  Conference  of  the  Scottish  associations  was  held 
at  Stirling,  in  September,  occupying  three  days  in  its  sessions, 
and,  as  reported  by  the  Messenger,  seems  to  have  been  an  occasion 
quite  similar  to  our  own  conventions  in  spiritual  fervor  and  sus- 
tained interest. 

During  the  conference,  Mr.  J.  Redpath  Dougall,  of  Montreal, 
who  was  on  a  visit  to  Scotland,  gave  interesting  particulars  as  to 
the  numbers,  organization,  work,  and  influence  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  in  America.  The  meeting  conveyed  to  Mr. 
Dougall,  and  through  him  to  the  associations  in  America,  their 
cordial  greetings  and  fraternal  sympathy  for  them,  in  the  Chris- 
tian work  they  are  carrying  on. 

In  Ireland,  the  work  of  the  associations  has  been  making  real 
but  quiet  progress  ever  since  the  Dublin  Conference  of  1868. 
During  the  past  autumn,  Mr.  Shipton  has  been  making  a  visiting 
tour  among  the  several  societies,  accompanied  by  Mr.  James 
Kennan,  of  Dublin.  Meetings,  under  such  auspices,  were  held 
at  Dublin,  Waterford,  Limerick,  Longford,  Athlone,  Belfast,  in 
Ireland,  and  Bangor  in  North  Wales.  As  a  means  of  encourage- 
ment, instruction,  and  progressive  impulse,  this  tour  of  Brother 
Shipton  proved  most  timely  and  beneficial.  Its  good  results  can- 
not be  other  than  permanent.  From  the  report  of  the  meeting 
held  at  Belfast,  we  learn  that  Mr.  Shipton,  after  acknowledging 
the  cordial  greetings  of  the  meeting,  gave  an  address  upon  the 
history,  objects,  and  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, and  its  extension  throughout  Europe,  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  colonies  and  dependencies  of  the  British  crown. 
Describing  the  methods  and  results  of  association  work  at  home, 
he  said  there  was  not  a  Christian  church  in  London  which  had 
not  received  members  through  the  agency  of  the  association ;  not 
a  Christian  denomination  which  had  not  received  a  considerable 
number  of  accessions  to  its  ministry  from  men  trained  in  the  as- 
sociation meetings ;  nor  a  missionary  society  in  connection  with 
any  branch  of  the  Church  which  had  not  received  missionaries. 
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from  among  the  members  of  the  association.  Its  Bible-classes 
had  also  been  a  nursery  for  Sabbath-school  teachers  and  ragged- 
school  teachers.  The  association  had  spread  itself  to  France,  and 
before  the  war  there  were  150  branches  in  that  country,  working 
with  great  activity  in  the  face  of  much  opposition.  In  Holland, 
the  associations  numbered  about  100,  and  were  effecting  much 
good,  especially  in  Sabbath-school  teaching.  There  were  also  so- 
cieties in  Belgium,  Switzerland,  the  Vaudois  valleys,  and  in  sev- 
eral of  the  principal  towns  of  Italy,  while  in  Rhenish  Westphalia 
there  were  150,  and  an  equal  number  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Oermany,  about  Berlin.  Others  were  formed  in  Southern  Europe, 
the  latest  addition  to  the  number  being  one  at  Athens.  These 
associations  were  all  founded  on  one  basis. 


South-Australia.— The  following  letter  from  an  earnest  worker 
in  South-Australia  will  be  read  with  interest : 

Elbury  House,  Glbnelg,  South-Australia,  ) 
September  11th,  1871.         1 

"  R.  R.  McBurney,  Esq.— Mt  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  seldom  re- 
ceived a  more  acceptable  and  useful  present  than  the  packet  of 
pamphlets  you  kindly  sent  me,  arriving  a  fortnight  since.  You 
appear  to  be  doing  a  grand  work  in  America  by  these  decidedly 
Christian  institutions.  Singularly  enough,  just  as  your  packet 
came,  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  my  deacons  (R.  A.  Tarlton, 
brother  of  the  Henry  Tarlton  so  many  years  Secretary  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  London),  eulogizing  the  working  of  your  societies 
in  the  highest  degree.  He  was  present  at  the  convention  in 
Washington. 

"  The  aim  I  have  been  steadily  pursuing  for  some  years  has  been 
to  gather  together  the  young  men,  of  whom  so  many  are  attached 
to  all  our  congregations,  who  remain  aloof  from  the  profession  of 
Christ.  These,  too,  need  to  be  cared  for,  organized  for  worthy 
objects,  led  into  a  circle  of  virtuous  companionships,  and  brought 
indirectly  under  the  influence  of  religion.  Our  society  has  given 
birth,  in  these  colonies,  to  nearly  a  hundred  others,  but  many 
have  died  out,  and  there  is  no  vital  cohesion  between  the  survi- 
vors. Associations  like  yours,  with  some  special  features  con- 
nected with  them  for  the  large  class  I  refer  to,  probably  may 
prove  more  successful.  After  all,  it  is  personal  religion  that 
'  turns  the  world  upside  down.' 

"  With  very  many  thanks  for  you  kind  consideration,  believe 
me,  dear  sir,  yours  most  truly,  ,  James  Jefferis." 
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The  IAfe  of  Jems,  the  Christ,  by  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Is  a  very  successful 
endeavor  to  present  scenes  which  occurred  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago,  as 
they  would  appear  to  modern  eyes  If  the  events  had  taken  place  in  our  day.  This 
is  just  what  Mr.  Beecher  has  undertaken  to  do,  and  all  will  admit  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  effort  has  been  auch  as  to  give  us  a  work  which  not  only  will  be  a 
lasting  monument  to  the  author's  ability,  but  which  will  do  much  for  the  edu- 
cation of  thousands  to  a  better  appreciation  of  the  character  and  earthly  career 
,  of  the  world's  one  Saviour.  In  this  light,  we  rejoice  In  the  Immense  circula- 
tion the  book  has  obtained.  Eschewing  controversy,  but  stating  and  illus- 
trating facts  In  so  clear  a  manner  as  to  carry  conviction,  Mr.  Beecher  has 
produced  a  book  in  which  narrative,  explanation,  eloquent  comment,  and 
frequently  brilliant  literary  style  combine  to  hold  captive  the  mind,  and  mem- 
ory, and  heart  of  the  honest  reader.  Wehavehere  no  romantic  flights  of  the 
Ingraham  school  of  mere  litterateurs  ;  but  the  fruits  of  studious  research,  large 
observation  and  experience,  and  deep  spiritual  preparation.  The  biography 
of  the  man  Christ  Jesus  Is  presented  as  the  record  of  an  actual  life,  and  while 
due  reverence  for  the  subject  marks  every  line  of  the  portrait,  the  human  side 
of  His  divine  mission  and  ministry  Is  so  wrought  out  as  to  bring  the  person- 
ality or  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  vividly  before  the  mind  of  all  who  read. 
Great  care  is  also  taken  to  locate  and  particularize  the  events  which  so  largely 
make  up  the  earthly  work  of  Him  who  went  about  doing  good.  Full  descrip- 
tions are  given  of  the  places  which  His  step  honored  and  His  ministry  and 
miracles  made  sacred  evermore.  In  this  respect,  the  work  possesses  unusual 
value,  and  will  prove  vastly  useful  to  students  of  the  gospels  whose  libraries 
are  of  limited  scope  in  such  direction.  The  work  abounds  with  fine  passages, 
both  as  regards  thought  and  Its  mode  of  expression,  some  of  which  we  shall 
hope  to  find  room  for  hereafter.  Its  mechanical  execution  Is  creditable  to  the 
publishers  (J.  B.  Fcrd  *  Co.),  whose  liberal  taste  has  omitted  nothing  calcu- 
lated to  secure  the  work  a  welcome  in  every  home  as  being  a  valuable  book  in 
most  worthy  dress. 

A  Treatise  on  English  Punctuation,  by  John  Wilson,  of  which  the  twentieth 
edition  has  jnet  been  issued  In  sightly  style  by  Woolworth,  Alnsworth  &  Co., 
meets  a  want  felt  by  all  lftter-wrl ters,  authors,  editors,  and  even  a  large  pro- 
portion of  practical  printers.  This  book  has  been  before  the  public,  in  less 
complete  form,  fur  more  than  forty  years,  and  has  acquired  the  position  of  be- 


ing the  standard  work  of  its  class.  Frequently  revised  and  Improved,  It  now 
appears  again  with  all  the  freshness  of  a  new  work,  In  a  beautiful  form,  ele- 
gantly printed,  properly  punctuated  (of  course),  and  neatly  bound.  There  is 
an  Introduction  treating,  Intelligently,  of  the  Importance  and  uses  of  correct 
punctuation,  and  giving  the  plan  of  the  work,  with  a  glossary  of  the  terms  used. 
We  are  then  led  on  to  consider  the  usee  and  abuses  of  the  several  essentials  of 
proper  punctuation,  at  considerable  length.  To  the  comma  alone,  eighty- 
five  pages  are  devoted  (Including  the  exercises  upon  which  to  test  the  rules 
given);  twenty-five  pages  are  occupied  with  remarks,  rales,  examples,  etc., 
referring  to  the  use  of  the  dash ;  and  even  the  hyphen  holds  Its  own  through 
nearly  twenty  pages.  The  other  "points"  are  rally  treated,  and  In  so 
thorough  and  clear  a  manner  as  to  make  the  distinction  between  their  proper 
use  and  their  frequent  abuse  very  plain  to  all  who  read  the  book  with  care. 
The  general  nee  ol  such  a  book  in  schools  and  among  children  of  a  larger 
growth  could  not  fail  to  prove  a  blessing  to  editors,  and  also  would  put  a  very 
appropriate  finish  to  many  an  education  into  which  not  even  the  first  thought 
of  punctuation,  sb  a  study,  has  ever  entered. 

The  New-Englander  (Quarterly)  for  January  is  full  of  good  reading.  Prof. 
8ewcire  article,  entitled  "A  Study  In  Chinese  History,"  sheds  new  light 
upon  the  vexed  question  of  the  antiquity  of  man.  Two  other  fine  papers  are 
the  review  of  Herbert  Spencer's  Philosophy  of  Nescience,  and  the  review  of 
BecU  fune  Sour.  With  respect  to  this  last-named  book.  It  Is  shown  that  tho 
English  translation  has  been  tampered  with.  There  Is  room  for  the  Catholic 
Publication  Society  to  explain  why  so  Important  a  document  was  suppressed 
and  another  substituted.  With  the  new  year,  The  Congrtga'ional  Review  be- 
comes merged  into  The  New-Englander,  an  arrangement  which  cannot  fail  to. 
prove  advantageous  to  this  sterling  quarterly,  as  well  as  to  its  readers. 

Tux  publications  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  No.  ISO  Nassau-street, 
New-York,  are  offered  to  our  associations  on  terms  which  should  commend 
them  to  extensive  use  by  our  members  in  their  many-sided  work.  For  sup- 
plementing and  assisting  in  Sunday  school  efforts,  at  neighborhood  meetings. 
In  prison  visitation,  and  various  other  enterprises  connected  with  association 
work,  these  Issues  of  a  consecrated  press  are  almost  Invaluable.  A  good  book, 
or  pleasant  paper,  or  pungent  tract,  will  often  open  the  way  most  obdurately 
closed  against  personal  appeals ;  and,  after  such  appeals,  nothing  is  belter 
calculated  to  fructify  the  seed  sown  than  a  judiciously  chosen  gift  of  this  kind. 
Try  the  experiment. 

The  Spirit  of  Missions  (ot  December  is  a  "Jubilee  number,"  containing  a 
photographic  portrait  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  and  verbatim  reports 
of  the  addresses  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  the  semi-centennial  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  These  latter  comprise  a  rare  collec- 
tion of  eloquent  and  soul-stirring  addresses  by  Bishops  Stevens,  Selwln, 
Clarkson,  Smith,  Bedell,  Randall,  Coxe,  Payne,  Tuttle,  and  Whipple,  Dr. 
Schenck  and  Rev.  B.  A.  Rogers,  prefaced  by  a  triennial  sermon  by  Bishop 
Kerfoot,  of  Pittsburg.  At  the  end  is  also  given  the  address  of  Rev.  Dr.  How- 
son,  Dean  of  Chester,  on  "  Woman's  Work."  We  have  seldom  met  with  so 
capital  a  collection  of  spiritual  thoughts  so  admirably  expressed. 

The  Chicago  Pulpit  is  a  new  venture,  aiming  to  present  the  best  sermons 
preached  In  that  city  in  a  weekly  publication.  The  first  number  is  devoted 
to  the  Christmas  discourse  of  Rev.  Dr.  Powers,  Rector  of  St.  John's  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  church,  before  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  of  Chicago. 
In  the  second  number  is  a  New- Year's  sermon  by  Rev.  Robert  Laird  Collier. 
The  Pulpit  will  be  furnished  only  to  subscribers,  and  at  $1.50  a  year.  We 
hope  Its  enterprising  publishers  will  adhere  strictly  to  their  pledge,  that  "no 
sermon  will  be  published  which  will  be  obtrusively  offensive  on  account  of 
Its  denominational  tone  or  character." 

We  note  with  grateful  pleasure  the  evident  progress  making  by  our  friend, 
Mn  Jchn  Dougall,  toward  the  successful  establishment  of  his  Daily  Witness 
in  the  city  of  New- York.  A  penny  paper  of  this  kind  is  capable  of  performing 
a  vast  amount  of  missionary  work,  and  we  rejoice  that  Mr.  Dougall's  Christian 
enterprise  goes  forward  under  such  promising  auspices.  To  get  all  the  news 
worth  having,  and  plenty  of  really  good  reading  besides,  for  one  cent  a  day, 
should  satisfy  any  reasonable  person. 

A  Comparative  History  of  Religions,  by  Professor  James  C  Moffat,  D.D.,  of 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  Is  a  history,  description,  classification,  and 
a  reasorably  acute  ana'yrls  of  the  various  religions  of  the  ancient  and  modem 
world.  The  book  is  redolent  of  painstaking  research,  and  presents  In  con- 
cise form  a  vast  amount  of  information.  As  a  summary  of  the  results  of  re- 
search which  few  of  us  are  able  to  make  for  ourselves,  Professor  Moffat's 
book  is  of  great  value,  and  calculated  to  be  very  useful.  Dodd  and  Mead  are 
the  publishers. 

Hunter  and  Tom  and  The  Old  Back  Boom  are  two  capital  Juveniles,  recent- 
ly published  by  Dodd  and  Mead,  which  will  prove  welcome  presents  to  any  in- 
telligent boy  or  girl.  The  first  named  belongs  to  the  series  of  "  August 
Stories"  by  Jacob  Abbott,  and  narrates  most  genially  the  story  of  a  boy's 
travels  on  horseback  through  New-England.  The  other  book,  by  Jennie  Har- 
rison, is  illustrative  of  a  Christian  mother's  love,  and  Is  worthy  of  a  place  In 
Sunday-school  libraries. 

The  New-  Tort  Observer  Tear  Book  tor  187S  is  distributed,  gratuitously,  to 
every  subscriber  to  the  Observer  paying  one  year  in  advance.  As  the  price 
of  the  Tear  Book  is  one  dollar  (and  its  value  many  times  that  sum),  this  must 
be  recognised  as  a  most  liberal  Inducement  to  subscribe  for  one  of  the  best 
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religions  paper*  In  the  World.  Of  the  Obtentr  itself,  wo  may  truthfully  My, 
that  It  is  above  all  praise. 

Purest  thoughts,  beautiful  illustrations,  perfect  typography,  and  an  attrac- 
tive variety  of  reading  matter  make  up  the  essential  features  of  the  several  pe- 
riodicals issued  by  H.  O.  Houghton  &  Co.,  of  Boston.  The  Christian  Banner, 
The  Child  at  Home,  Applet  of  Odd,  and  The  New  Tear,  are  all  of  them  real 
home  missionaries,  whose  ministry  must  be  always  fresh  and  fruitful. 

Bbaihabd's  Musical  World  is  the  best,  as  well  as  cheapest,  of  all  the 
musical  monthlies,  a*  is  indicated  by  It*  having  attained  to  a  circulation  of 
86,000  copies.  It  ia  published  at  one  dollar  a  year,  by  8.  Brainard'a  Sons,  of 
Cleveland,  O. 

The  Herald  of  Health  for  January  was  a  capital  number,  and  most  creditably 
ushers  In  another  welcome  volume  of  this  old  and  useful  periodical.  (Wood 
&  Holbrook,  15  Laight-street,  New-York.) 

The  American  Agriculturist  improves  with  every  new  issue.  No  one  who 
owns  or  hires  ground  enough  to  plant  a  flower  in  can  afford  to  be  without 
this  best  paper  of  its  class. 

An.  the  way  from  Foochow,  Cbina,  comes  to  us  the  Chinese  Recorder,  a 
monthly  magazine,  well  filled  with  news  and  notes  respecting  affairs  in  the 
Central  Flowery  Kingdom.        _____ ____ 

O  love  divine,  that  stoop'gt  to  share 
Oar  sharpest  pan?,  our  bitterest  tear  I 

On  Thee  we  cast  each  earth-born  care. 
We  smile  at  pain  while  Thou  art  near. 

On  Thee  we  cast  our  burdening  woe, 

O  love  divine,  forever  dear ! 
Content  to  suffer,  while  we  know,   • 
Living  and  dying,  Thou  art  near. 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 


How  many  are  the  analogies  between  the  natural  and  the  spir- 
itual life  of  man !  And  what  a  true  picture  of  what  our  religious 
walk  and  its  difficulties  are,  is  drawn  by  Professor  Wilder ,of  Cornell 
University,  who  says  that  the  art  of  walking  straight  is  one  of 
the  most  difficult  which  can  be  cultivated.  He  declares  that  a 
person  never  goes  in  a  perfectly  straight'  line  for  any  distance, 
but  always  turns  to  one  side  or  another,  and  unless  cheeked  by 
landmarks,  at  last  describes  a  circle,  and  returns  to  the  point 
from  which  he  started.  It  is  a  received  opinion  among  Americas 
hunters  and  woodsmen,  that  people  who  lose  themselves  in  for- 
ests or  on  far-stretching  plains,  thus  travel  in  a  circle,  turning  to 
the  left. 


The  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union  ha* 

appointed  Rev.  Mason  Gallagher  as  its  District  Secretary  for 
New-York  City  and  State.  Mr.  Gallagher  is  a  man  of  ability, 
earnestness,  and  force,  and  will  make  himself  felt  in  this  work. 


Webster's  Unabridged— Illustrated.— In  all  the  essential 
points  of  a  good  dictionary,  in  the  amplitude  and  selectness  of  its 
vocabulary,  in  the  fulness  and  perspicacity  of  its  definitions,  in 
its  orthoepy  and  (cum  grano  salis)  its  orthography,  in  its  new  and 
trustworthy  etymologies,  in  the  elaborate  bnt  not  too  learned 
treatises,  of  its  Introduction,  in  its  carefully  prepared  and  valuable 
appendices — briefly,  in  its  general  accuracy,  completeness,  and 
practical  utility,  the  work  is  one  which  none  who  read  nor  write 
can  henceforward  afford  to  dispense  with. — Atlantic  Monthly. 


£perial  $o1i«?. 


COLGATE  &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 

as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Bold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFU  ME.RY 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

w 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Bed  Lead,   etc. 

ALSO, 

LIN8EEJ}    OIL, 

Baw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLO-ATE  &  CO., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

887  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 


$ptttol  gotta*. 


FINE  GOLD  JEWELRY. 

OAMEO   8ERTS,   INCS     SLEEVE- 
BUTTONS,    Etc. 
Cameo  Portraits  Cut  to  Order. 
SHELL   JKWELBY 
JBarrVngi,  Necklace*,  Monogram  Zoekets. 
SCHUYLER,  HARTLEY  *  OBAHAM, 

83  Jomt  Strict  aitd  It  Maxdkc  Lot, 

Niw-Yoxk. 


Washington  Life  Insurance  Co. 

ASSETS,  $8,0O0,OO0. 

Policies  issued  of  every  description  on  the  most 
liberal  terms,  and  non-forfeiting. 

S3   UNION"   SQUARE. 

m,  JBA  TON,  Agent, 

Also  Agent  of  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Fire 
Insurance  Co.    Capital,  $30,000,000. 


A.SBURY  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

806  BROADWAY, 

Cor.  11th  Bt,  New-York. 

C.  C.  NORTH,  President. 
A.  V.  8TOTJT,  Vice-President 

J.  A.  STILES,  Secretary. 
MARCUS  D.  SAVIN,  Superintendent  of  Agendas. 


USE 
JOHN   OWICHT  A  OO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CAEB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

U  Old  Blip,  Hew- York. 


fpfriat  $<rtittjs. 


STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FROM 

NEW- YORK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Morale 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passengers. 


Passengers  booked  at  throngh  rates  to  and  from 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  Ant-class  ia 
every  reBpect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  safe,  com- 
fortable, reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  tbeir 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  excelled 
by  any  other  line  1 1 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  in  Currency. 

From  New-York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  London- 
derry, or  Queen? town.  Cabins,  $65  and  $75 ;  Round 
Trip,  $180 ;  Intermediate.  $88 ;  Steerage  «*8. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80 :  Round  Trip, 
$140;  Intermediate,  $87;  Steerage,  $38. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam. 
Cabins,  $80  and  $90 :  Ronnd  Trip,  $180  ;  Intermedi- 
ate. S40:  Steerage.  $85. 

W  Children  o  ne  to  twelve  years,  half  fare.    In- 
fants under  one  year  free. 
Company's  Offices : 

New-York  !■ 7  Bowling  Green, 
new-iore,  f  21  Broadway. 

HENDERSON  BROS.,  Agents. 


ROM  FORCED  SALES.   Ladles'SoUd 
Gold  Hunting-Case  Watches,  full-jewelled, 


detached  lever  mnvemcnts^JFzS  each,  usnml 
price  $46.  Ladies'  Frosted  Watches,  Ladles' 
Enamelled  Watches,  Ladies'  Watches  set 
with  Diamonds,  Pendant,  and  Key- Winders. 
Ladies'  Watches,  with  Nickel  Works  and 
Kuby  Jewels.  A  large  assortment  from  re- 
cent Forced  Sales,  at  panic  prices.  Goods 
sent  C.  O.  D.,  privilege  to  examine.  This 
heapest  and  best  lot  of  Ladies'  Watches  I 

have  yet  offered  to  the  readers  of  this  paper,  WHICH 

IS  ENOUGH  TO  SAY  OK  THEM. 

F.  J.  NASH,  712  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Worthy  of  the  fullest  confidence.— Christian  Ad- 
vocate, N.  Y. 

Just  what  he  represents  them.— ChrUtian  Union. 

All  that  Mr.  Nash  says  may  be  relied  upon.— 
Christian  at  Wort.        I  ^r\(~\CS\(> 
Digitized  by  VjVJVJV  Lt. 
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BUILDING  OF  THE  POUGHKEEPSIE  (N.  Y.)  YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 


Oub  members  In  Poughkeepsie  have  wisely  counted  upon  the 
sympathy  and  cooperation  of  the  Christian  people  of  that  impor- 
tant city  fat  the  enterprise  which  speaks  for  itself  in  the  accom- 
panying engraving.  No  city  of  its  size  in  the  United  States 
offers  so  promising  a  field  for  the  active  labors  of  a  wideawake 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  in  none  are  such  labors 
more  likely  to  be  appreciated  and  repaid  in  a  harvest  of  good 
fruit.  As  the  seat  of  the  largest  commercial  college  in  the 
country,  and  thus  the  rallying  centre  of  a  host  of  young  men, 
Poughkeepsie  cannot  afford,  even  as  a  matter  of  selfish  interest, 
to  ignore  the  moral  and  spiritual  necessities  of  all  these  young 
men  ;  nor,  in  view  of  the  vast  possibilities  and  wide  influence  of 
their  future  career  as  the  coming  merchants  of  the  country,  can 
that  city,  in  common  fairness,  let  them  loose  upon  other  commu- 
nities without  having  done  all  that  was  practicable  to  make 
them  good  and  useful  men. 

The  Poughkeepsie  association  has  an  honorable  record  of  eight 
years'  service  ;  but  hitherto  cramped  for  room,  and  straitened, 
at  times,  for  money,  its  labors  have  been  performed  under  great 
disadvantages.  We  hail  the  prospect  of  better  days  and  larger 
endeavors.  Once  enhoueed  in  this  new  home,  which  of  itself  will 
"draw  all  men  unto  it,"  the  association  will  enter  upon  a  new 
departure,  whereof  every  mother  of  every  young  man  within  its 
reach  will  have  reason  to  be  glad.    This  new  home  has  for  its 


foundation  faith  in  God  and  faith  in  man.  The  former  faith  can 
never  fail ;  let  us  hope  that  the  latter  will  be  as  fully  justified. 
To  complete  the  building  and  furnish  the  needed  appointments, 
will  require  $27,500  more  than  is  now  in  hand.  Smaller  and 
less  wealthy  places  than  Poughkeepsie  have  promptly  given 
larger  Bums  than  this  to  the  Master  in  the  farm  of  Christian  Asso- 
ciation buildings,  and  we  will  not  doubt  that,  when  this  house  is 
dedicated,  in  May,  every  dollar  of  indebtedness  will  have  disap- 
peared. We  all  love  our  Poughkeepsie  brethren  enough  to  pray 
that  this  may  be  the  case. 

The  building  is  of  brick,  and,  as  altered  to  suit  the  wants  of 
its  new  occupants,  will  cost  about  $45,000.  The  rental  of  the 
portion  unused  by  the  association  will  provide  an  income  equal 
to  the  interest  on  the  total  investment.  Being  in  an  eligible  lo- 
cation, just  opposite  the  post-ofllce,  its  prospective  value  is  not 
likely  to  diminish.  As  arranged  now,  the  upper  part  of  the 
building  will  reasonably  answer  all  association  purposes.  The 
diagram  will  set  forth  the  details  of  this  arrangement  without 
any  further  explanation  here  than  that  there  is  a  large  room, 
fifty  feet  square  and  twenty  feet  high*  on  the  third  floor,  which 
will  be  the  gymnasium  and  (when  needed)  lecture-hall  of  the 
association. 

The  members  of  the  association  have  themselves  contributed 
several  thousand  dollars  toward  their  enterprise  before  asking 
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aid  from  others.    They  have  shown  Poujrhkeepsle  what  a  Chris- 1  to  work  if  the  tools  were  put  within  their  reach.    Ood  has  given 
tian  Association  was  good  for,  and  have  proved  their  willingness  |  them  a  work  to  do,  and  the  materials  to  work  upon ;  it  remains 


for  their  fellow-citizens,  the  public-spirited  people  of  Pough- 
keepsie,  to  see  that  their  part  in  this  great  duty  is  not  left  un- 
done. 


COMMITTEE  WOHK  OF  DIRECTORS. 

ROOMS  AND  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  are  among  the  most  important 
intrusted  to  any  committee  of  the  Board.  They  have  to  do 
largely,  to  be  sure,  with  the  material  of  the  association,  by  sup- 
plying attractive  places  of  resort  and  mental  aliment  for  the 
young  men  of  this  reading  age ;  but  through  these  means  there 
is  scope  for  the  exercise  of  the  higher  functions  of  Christian 
love.  Upon  the  wise  selection  of  this  committee  will  depend 
much  of  the  success  of  the  work  pertaining  to  it.  Those  com- 
posing it  will  need  to  have  both  a  love  for  their  work  and  a  vig- 
orous Finance  Committee  to  second  them. 

The  Rooms  and  Library  Committee  should  be  intrusted  with 
the  care  of  all  the  rooms  of  the  society,  with  the  tasteful  and 
suitable  famishing  of  the  same,  and  the  custody  of  the  property 
in  them.  They  should  make  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
various  rooms ;  should  determine  what  publications  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  reading-room,  and  what  books  to  the  library ;  and 
also  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  library  and  its  preservation. 
If  there  are  classes  for  instruction  in  the  languages,  etc.,  they 
come  legitimately  under  the  supervision  of  this  committee.  If 
there  is  a  gymnasium  for  physical  culture,  it  will  be  embraced 
very  properly  within  the  sphere  of  instruction,  and  employ  the 
attention  of  the  Rooms  and  Library  Committee.  The  librarian 
and  his  assistants,  the  instructor  in  the  gymnasium,  and  the 
teachers  in  the  classes  should  be  under  their  control.  The  acts 
of  the  Committee,  in  their  important  features,  should  be  subject 
to  approval  by  the  Board. 

The  duties  here  specified  require  qualifications  of  more  than 
ordinary  character.  There  should  be,  first;  culture,  combined 
with  taste  and  conscientiousness.  The  reading-room  is  provided 
for  by  this  Committee,  and  plays  a  very  important  part  in  draw- 
ing young  men  to  our  rooms.  Every  one  reads  the  newspapers, 
and  scans  the  illustrated  papers ;  fewer  read  the  monthlies,  and, 
perhaps,  still  fewer  visit  the  library.  An  unmistakable  effect 
either  for  good  or  bad  is  the  result  of  this  eagerness  for  informa- 
tion. Let  this  Committee  suit  themselves  to  this  condition  of 
things,  have  a  cheerful,  well-lighted  reading-room,  supplied  with 
the  best  dailies  and  weeklies  and  monthlies,  home  and  foreign — 
limiting  or  extending  the  number  according  to  the  demands  of 
the  place.  Have  a  generous  sprinkling  of  the  best  illustrated 
papers,  also  the  scientific  and  mechanical  papers.  Let  the  table 
you  spread  be  supplied  with  fresh,  healthy  food,  and  so  generous 
in  its  appointments  that  all  the  guests  can  partake.    Don't  admit 


a  publication  because  it  is  sent  gratuitously.  There  are  enough 
glad  to  make  our  association  the  medium  for  propagating  liberal- 
ism and  other  "  isms."  If  a  degree  of  discretion  and  taste  is 
required  in  the  famishment  of  the  reading  room,  still  greater 
wisdom  is  required  in  supplying  the  library.  The  libraries  of 
our  associations  are  as  yet  unimportant  in  size ;  but  with  the  ag- 
gressive spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the  possession  of  buildings. 
comes  a  deeper  want  in  this  department  The  Committee  should 
have  in  view  the  establishing  of  permanent  libraries.  To  fit 
them  for  this  post  they  should  have  a  knowledge  of  English  and 
American  literature,  and  of  bibliography ;  should  provide  for  the 
proper  cataloguing  and  classification  of  the  library.  Not  to  par- 
ticularize what  the  library  should  contain,  we  deem  it  essential 
that  the  Committee  should  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  a  library  for 
young  men,  and  for  a  Christian  association,  and  with  this  view 
should  be  adapted  especially  to  their  wants,  not  pandering  to  the 
already  ruinous  taste  for  fiction,  but  seeking  to  aid  clerks,  me- 
chanics, workingmen,  and  students  in  their  vocation,  while,  at 
the  same  time  creating  a  purer  taste,  and  leading  them  to  aspira- 
tions for  a  better  life. 

The  library  belonging  to  a  Christian  association  should  have  a 
department  for  the  Bible  and  biblical  literature,  and  it  should  be 
the  aim  of  the  Committee  to  enrich  this  alcove  with  the  various 
editions  of  the  Bible,  and  whatever  will  better  elucidate  its  his- 
tory and  illustrate  its  meaning — such  as  commentaries,  explora- 
tions of  Palestine,  its  geography,  antiquities,  etc.  We  cannot 
too  strongly  recommend  this  suggestion.  Many  of  our  young 
men  are  Sunday-school  teachers,  and  need  the  benefit  of  such  a 
collection;  and  incidentally  the  incentives  to  biblical  research 
will  be  greatly  increased.  To  carry  out  the  intent  of  such  a  li- 
brary, it  would  be  well  if  there  were  persons  on  the  Committee 
of  different  literary  tastes,  so  that  the  library  might  not  become 
too  one-sided  ;  for  one  member's  forte  might  be  art,  another's 
general  literature,  another's,  still,  theology. 

There  should  be  on  this  Committee  some  one  or  more  artists, 
or  persons  whose  tastes  in  this  direction  can  be  relied  upon ;  for 
art  should  lend  her  attractions  to  our  rooms  and  our  libraries,  and 
the  matter  should  not  be  committed  to  indiscriminate  hands,  or 
left  uncared  for. 

The  work  as  laid  out  above  for  the  Rooms  and  Library  Com- 
mittee is  broad  enough,  we  believe,  to  cover  the  ground  in  any  of 
our  existing  associations.  In  the  smaller  societies  the  work  must 
be  necessarily  limited ;  but  these  principles  may  apply  as  well,  so 
far  as  they  may  be  required,  in  a  restricted  sphere.  In  a  large 
organization,  if  the  work  is  too  onereus  for  a  small  committee, 
members  might  be  added  from  the  association  proper,  and  differ 
ent  departments  apportioned  to  sub-committees,  a  member  of  the 
Board  being  chairman  of  each  committee  so  fanned. 
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COTTAGE  MJ3ETINGS. 

"  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  In  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the 
midst  of  them."— Matt.  18 :  SO. 

1.  Tbb  holding  of  meetings  for  worship  and  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  in  private  dwellings,  appears  to  have  been  a  very  com- 
mon practice  of  the  Apostles  and  first  Christians.  "  In  every  haute 
they  ceased  not  to  teach  and  preach  Jesus  Christ." — Acts  5 :  42 ; 
2  :  46 ;  12 :  18 ;  20 :  30.  The  first  Gospel  sermon  preached  to  the 
Gentiles  vras  in  a  private  house. — Acts  11 :  12.  That  the  early 
Church  held  many  of  their  meetings  in  private  dwellings  is  clear 
from'numerous  passages  of  Scripture. — Rom.  16 : 5 ;  1  Cor.  16 :  19 ; 
Col.  4: 15  j  Philemon  2. 

2.  These  meetings  are  very  much  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel  dispensation,  which  teaches  us  to  "  mind  not  high 
things,  but  condescend  to  men  of  low  estate ;"  to  walk  not  after 
"  the  fashion  of  the  world  "  which  "  passeth  away,"  but  as  follow- 
ers of  Him  who  was  "  meek  and  lowly  in  heart." — John  13 :  15, 17. 
And  like  the  Gospel,  these  meetings  are  missionary  and  aggres- 
sive in  their  character.  Their  object  is,  in  obedience  to  the  Di- 
vine commission,  to  "  go  out "  into  the  dark  places  of  our  towns 
and  villages — Luke  14 :  21 ;  Mark  16  :  15  ;  and  many,  very  many, 
will  have  cause  to  bless  God  throughout  eternity,  that  they  were 
ever  led  to  attend  these  social  services. — Psalms  87  '•  6. 

8.  They  meet  the  Deed  of  a  large  number  of  the  poor  of  our 
land,  whs,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  are  frequently  prevented  at- 
tending church,  though  thirsting  for  the  water  of  life.  But  to 
step  into  a  neighbor's  house  close  at  hand,  for  a  short  time,  to 
"  hear  words  whereby  they  may  be  saved,"  may  be  often  done 
without  difficulty. 

4.  In  neighborhoods  where,  unhappily,  the  GoBpel  iB  not  faith- 
fully preached,  the  need  of  an  agency  like  this  becomes  striking- 
ly apparent.  Souls  are  here  perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  and 
the  Cottage  Meeting  is  perhaps  the  only  means  of  enlightenment 
of  those  who  are  Bitting  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death. 

5.  Sometimes  it  will  happen  that — though  the  Gospel  be  fully 
preached  and  ample  accommodation  be  provided  for  the  poor — the 
style  of  preaching  is  not  adapted  for  them,  and  for  above  the  level 
of  their  comprehension.  We  read  that  Jesus  had  compassion  on 
the  ignorant,  and  on  them  that  were  out  of  the  way ;  and  we  who 
are  His  disciples  should  be  like-minded  with  Him. — Matt.  11 : 5 ; 
James  2: 5. 

6.  Its  inexpensiceness  as  a  means  of  doing  good  may  be  plead- 
ed as  another  recommendation.  In  destitute  neighborhoods, 
where  the  requisite  sum  cannot  be  raised  for  building,  the  only 
course  open  to  the  friends  of  Christ  is  to  obtain  the  loan  of  a  room, 
which  would  involve  little  or  no  outlay. 

Lastly — these  meetings  tend  to  promote  the  health  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Church  itself;  they  encourage  a  missionary  spirit, 
and  are  a  means  of  bringing  into  exercise  the  various  gifts  of  the 
members.  At  these  humble  gatherings  many  have  found  the  prom- 
ise fulfilled — "  He  that  watereth  shall  be  watered  also  himself." — 
The  Christian. 


UNNOTICED  LABOR. 

Mast  Christians  hare  to  endure  the  solitude  of  unnoticed 
labor.  They  are  serving  God  in  a  way  which  is  exceedingly  use- 
ful, but  not  at  all  noticeable.  How  very  sweet  to  many  workers 
are  those  little  corners  of  the  newspapers  and  magazines  which 
describe  their  labors  and  successes  ;  yet  some  who  are  doing  what 
God  will  think  a  great  deal  more  of  at  the  last  never  saw  their 
names  in  print.  Yonder  beloved  brother  is  plodding  away  in  a 
little  country  village ;  nobody  knows  anything  about  him,  but 
he  is  bringing  souls  to  God.  Unknown  to  fame,  the  angels  are 
acquainted  with  him;  and  a  few  precious  ones  whom  he  has  led  to 
Jesus  know  him  well.  Perhaps  yonder  sister  has  a  little  class 
in  the  Sunday-school ;  there  is  nothing  striking  in  her  or  in  her 
clrfse ;  nobody  thinks  of  her  as  a  very  remarkable  worker ;  she  is 
a  flower  that  blooms  almost  unseen,  but  she  is  none  the  less  fra- 
grant. There  is  a  Bible-woman  ;  she  is  mentioned  in  the  report 
as  making  so  many  visits  a  week,  but  nobody  discovers  all  that 


she  is  doing  fer  the  poor  and  needy,  and  how  many  are  saved  in 
the  Lord  through  her  instrumentality.  Hundreds  of  God's  dear 
servants  are  serving  Him  without  the  encouragement  of  man's 
approving  eye,  yet  they  are  not  alone— the  Father  is  with  them. 
Never  mind  where  you  work ;  care  more  about  how  you  work. 
Never  mind  who  sees,  if  God  approves.  If  He  smiles,  be  content. 
We  cannot  be  always  sure  when  we  are  most  useful.  It  is  not 
the  acreage  you  sow ;  it  is  the  multiplication  which  God  gives  to 
the  seed,  which  will  make  us  the  harvest.  You  have  less  to  do 
with  being  successful  than  with  being  faithful.  Your  main  com- 
fort is  that  in  your  labor  you  are  not  alone,  for  God,  the  Eternal 
One,  who  guides  the  marches  of  the  stars,  is  with  you. 


THE  POWER  OP  LITTLE  THINGS. 

One  by  one  the  snowflakee  fall  ; 

Little  raindrops  swell  the  the  flood  ; 
Single  stones  upbuild  the  wall : 

Life  is  naught  but  drops  of  blood. 

Atoms  make  the  world  we  see  ; 

Sparks  the  fires  that  round  us  rise ; 
Leaf  by  leaf  God  clothes  the  tree ; 

Seconds  build  the  centuries. 

Thought  by  thought  we  all  get  wise  ; 

Words  from  single  letters  grow 
Behind  each  act  a  motive  lies. 

And  littles  make  up  all  we  do. 

Success  from  constant  efforts  comes ; 

Sorrows  spring  from  little  seeds; 
Great  sins  in  small  ones  have  their  homes : 

Great  wants  expand  from  minor  needs. 

One  true,  faithful,  earnest  prayer 
Souls  may  save,  and  heaven  may  win ; 

Faith,  persistent,  conquers  care ; 
Constant  watching  keeps  out  sin. 

Let  us,  stroke  by  stroke,  work  on ; 

Step  by  step  contented  go : 
Count  each  gain  a  victory  won, 

And  from  grace  to  glory  grow. 


PRAYERMEETING  BOUQUETS. 

My  mother  says  she  always  enjoys  that  prayer-meeting  the) 
beet  which  la  like  a  bouquet  of  fresh  and  fragrant  flowers.  No 
two  alike,  but  all  tied  up  together  handsomely,  and  well  arranged. 
She  means  the  prayers,  remarks,  and  singing,  I  suppose.  Those 
who  make  them  bring  each  a  flower. 

One  brings  something  sweet  to  tell  about  the  love  of  Christ,  per- 
haps. That  is  like  a  sprig  of  mignonette  or  heliotrope.  Mother 
says  she  prefers  those  flowers  because  of  their  fragrance.  Then, 
confession  of  sin  and  words  of  repentance  and  humility  may  be 
the  bine  spring  violets.  Others  bring  sprays  of  green,  fresh  Bi- 
ble truths,  which  they  have  collected— like  wreaths  of  smllax,  or 
delicate-leaved  vines.  Others  contribute  roses,  carnations,  lilies, 
or  wall-flowers,  maybe ;  or  some  young  Christian,  perhaps,  timid 
ly  offers  a  bud  or  two  "  from  his  own  experience,"  as  father  says. 
And  such  a  bouquet,  well  arranged,  is  the  very  best  of  meetings, 
my  mother  thinks. 

If  she  is  right  about  it,  it  seems  to  me  I  have  attended  meetings, 
occasionally,  ornamented  with  considerably  many  burdocks  and 
mullein-stalks — where  even  the  hymns  sounded  as  if  their  stems 
had  all  dried  up.  And  I'm  thinking  some  of  the  "  brethren,"  as 
father  calls  them,  by  the  way  they  speak  in  meeting,  seldom  try 
to  pick  any  flowers  to  carry  in  before  they  start  away  from  home 
So  they  have  to  take  up  whatever  they  chance  to  find  along  the 
road  on  the  way  to  the  meeting.  Instead  of  something  rare  and 
sweet  from  their  garden,  they  pluck  and  bring  in  anything  that 
happens  to  catch  their  eye.  There's  old  Mr.  Jonathan  Ren,  who 
lias  doled  out  the  same  thing  over  and  over,  till  we  bovs  around 
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the  store  can  tell  just  what's  coming  the  minute  his  month  be- 
gins a  sentence  for  him.  Well,  1  think  those  are  the  dried-up, 
faded  skeletons  of  blossoms  he  might  have  picked  early  in  life, 
maybe,  and  has  carried  in  hand  ever  since. 

But  father  says  they're  "  better  than  nothing  to  offer,"  after  all ; 
though  fresh  flowers  are  so  much  better,  I  think,  than  any  com- 
monplace, withered  ones,  found  lying  in  the  rut,  perhaps,  where 
the  one  who  first  gathered  them  threw  them  down  as  he  went 
along.  If  a  "  flower's  a  flower,"  there's  some  choice  In  flowers, 
isn't  there  ? 

I  wish  they  could  just  hear  my  mother  once,  speaking  of  Jesus, 
and  "  talking  religion  "  in  her  own  way,  as  she  does  about  home  here 
— it's  all  white  clover-blossoms  and  mignonette  to  me  t  And  when 
she  sometimes  steals  into  my  chamber,  to  pray,  when  she  thinks 
I'm  asleep,  it's  the  sweetest  white  lily  I  ever  saw  floating  iu  the 
very  smoothest  cove  of  the  river !  Now,  if  such  flowers  could 
only  be  carried  to  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  a  little  oftener,  I 
believe  I  should  like  to  go  better  than  I  do.  But  the  nearest  like 
it  that  I  ever  heard  there  is  when  Mr.  Pay  son  prays.  He  has 
had  ever  so  much  trouble,  some  say,  and  has  lost  almost  every 
friend  he  ever  had.  Mother  says  the  reason  he  speaks  and  prays 
so  tenderly,  and  as  if  he  loved  it,  is  because  his  heart  is  up  in 
heaven  already,  she  thinks.  So,  perhaps,  all  would  take  part  in 
meeting  better  if  their  hearts  went  heavenward  oftener. — Ad- 
vance. ■ 

OUT  OF  DARKNESS  INTO  LIGHT. 

I  have  been  sorely  tempted  and  sorely  tried  many  times  in 
my  life.  I  have  had  a  great  many  hard  burdens  to  bear,  and  I  sat 
down  a  long  time  ago  and  said  to  myself :  "  Now  then,  you  had 
better  settle  this  matter,  once  for  all,  and  it  is  a  pretty  serious  mat- 
ter too.  Where  in  all  this  earth  is  the  help  to  come  from  that  is  to 
save  you  from  trouble,  and  when  these  days  close  upon  you  what 
hand  then  is  to  lift  you  up  out  of  the  shadow  into  the  brightness 
of  the  perfect  day  1"  That  was  my  question,  and  when  by  intro- 
spection I  looked  into  my  own  heart,  and  through  memory  back 
into  my  own  life,  and  then  through  hope  looked  forward  into  the 
future,  it  seemed  to  me  there  was  only  one  thing  in  the  horizon 
that  I  could  catch  hold  of  with  certainty,  and  that  was  the  his- 
toric Christ.  But  I  said  to  myself:  "  A  man  cannot  save  me,  I 
don't  care  how  big  he  is.  I  cannot  be  saved  by  a  Hebrew  philos 
opher.  He  must  be  more  than  that."  Then  I  read  the  book  all 
over  again,  and  the  book  seemed  to  say  to  me :  "  He  was  more 
than  man."  I  seemed  to  discover  traces  of  His  preexistence,  and 
then  came  some  of  those  grand,  magnificent  passages  in  which 
Christ  seems  to  sit  on  the  throne  and  speak  with  the  sceptre  in 
His  hand,  as  where  He  says  with  His  royal  lips :  "  Come  unto  Me, 
all  ye  that  labor."  Come  unto  Me— ah !  yes ;  the  door  is  beginning 
to  open.  Come  unto  Me— and  then  I  said  :  "  But  if  I  go  it  must  be 
to  a  Christ  who  is  God  :  whom  I  must  pray  to,  and  lean  upon,  and  to 
whom  I  must  give  everything  I  have.  It  must  not  be  done  in 
part,  it  must  be  done  in  the  whole."  So  the  feeling  kept  stealing 
over  me,  and  the  question  arose :  "  Why  not  1"  All  at  once  I  said  : 
"  O  Christ !  now  the  door  is  wide  open ;  I  think  I  see  it  all ;  I  will 
pray  to  Thee ;  I  will  try  to  be  Thine  own  ;  I  will  consecrate  mysel  1 
to  Thee !"  Then,  as  unto  Jesus,  even  so  angels  cameand  ministered 
unto  poor  me.  There  seemed  to  be  a  break  in  the  cloud  of  my 
life,  and  I  heard  a  sweet  voice  say :  "  It  is  all  right  now,"  and  I  felt 
right. 

This  world  seems  to  me  to  need  the  holy  influence  of  God's 
Spirit  more  than  anything  else.  He  who  loves  Christ  wiih  his 
whole  heart  becomes  so  very  tender  toward  the  world  that  his 
words  must  "on  warm  and  baptismal.  Now,  I  feel  as  if  a  new 
light  had  stolen  into  me.  I  feel  I  have  a  greater  heart-work  to 
do  than  I  ever  had  before,  and  that  I  must  work  more  lovingly, 
more  patiently,  and  more  energetically,  that  I  may  reach  out  my 
hands  toward  some  poor  sinner ;  and  with  God's  help,  I  will  do 
it.  I  hope  I  am  dedicated  to  the  Christian  ministry,  and  I  only 
pray  God  that  his  Christ  may  dwell  in  my  heart,  satisfying  me 
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more  and  more,  and  I  ask  you  that  your  praters  be  with  me  in  the 
same  direction.— Ret.  George  H.  llepworth. 

"  THE  TEMPERANCE  CAUSE  COMING  HOME." 
Faom  1846  to  the  present  time,  the  principal  temperance  work 
has  been  done  by  the  secret  temperance  orders,  or  through  them. 
But  these  orders,  though  having  done  good,  and  still  doing  good, 
have  evidently  reached  their  limit  of  growth.  They  will  accom- 
plish their  mission  and  pass  into  history.  After  too  long  a 
silence,  the  pulpit  is  again  pleading  the  caase  of  temperance  with 
new  earnestness.  In  many  centres  of  population,  union  temper- 
ance meetings  are  held,  and  the  ministry  alternate  in  presenting 
the  subject  monthly  or  oftener,  and  from  these  union  efforts  a 
new  interest  in  the  cause  is  awakened.  Those  under  thirty  or 
forty  years  of  age  know  but  little  of  our  temperance  history,  and 
much  of  our  past  labor  needs  to  be  reproduced  in  order  to  instruct 
the  rising  generation,  and  secure  their  safety  and  cooperation. 
By  the  aid  of  the  National  Temperance  Publication  House,  our 
Sabbath-schools  and  school  libraries  may  be  supplied  with  tem- 
perance knowledge  in  attractive  forms,  and  with  Christian  help 
the  cause  will  be  again  progressive. — Evangtiiit. 


RELIGIOUS  SLANG. 

The  steady  mustering  of  the  same  expressions  into  service  es- 
tablishes and  defines  religious  slang.  Not  that  there  is  anything 
new  in  truth  or  duty.  The  love  of  God  and  the  salvation  by- 
faith  are  old  as  the  date  of  the  first  soul  ever  remitted  to  glory. 
But  there  is  capacity  and  demand  for  infinite  variety  in  the  way 
truth  and  duty  are  enforced.  I  have  known  persons  squarely  an- 
tagonized against  even  the  Holy  Scriptures  by  the  endless  dwelling 
of  good  Christians  only  on  one  special  part  thereof.  There  are  pet 
phrases  in  prayers  that  become  indissolubly  associated  with  cer- 
tain persons.  Scoffing  auditors  can  tell  "  the  end  from  the  be- 
ginning" when  these  brethren  supplicate  God  in  public.  It  is, 
perhaps,  undesirable  to  specify  any  of  these  phrases.  To  do  so 
would  so  make  the  unthinking  laugh  as  to  make  the  judicious 
grieve.  Nor  could  the  phrases  be  transferred  in  cold  type  here 
without  a  risk  of  irreverence-^that  other  great  fault  of  the  day. 
They  will  occur  on  suggestion  to  readers,  as  well  'as  to  "  thoee 
who  are  exercised  thereby."  Current  address  in  religious  aesem- 
blages,  however,  allows  of  excerpts  which  will  very  well  indi- 
cate "  religious  slang"  without  resulting  shock  to  sacred  associa- 
tions. Men  and  women,  with  reason,  demur  to  be  constantly  pil- 
loried as  "  my  unconverted  friends."  There  is  a  flavor  of  an- 
tiquity about  the  ten  thousandth  repetition  of  "  worldlings  " 
when  hurled  at  people  on  whom  the  epithet  has  lost  all  effect. 
Even  the  scripturally  authorized  term. "  sinner"  can  be  overused. 
It  certainly  is  whenever  it  is  employed  to  set  off  one  portion  of 
an  audience  in  contradistinction  to  another-  Said  the  great  and 
noble  Rev.  Dr.  McLean  once :  "  So  and  so  knows  how  to  use  the 
word  '  we.' "  He  explained  himself  to  mean  that  a  preacher  re- 
ferred to  had  tact  and  justice  enough  to  identify  himself  as  equal- 
ly out  of  the  way  and  equally  in  need  of  mercy  as  his  hearers. 
How  often,  on  the  contrary,  we  behold  Christians  complacently 
classifying  themselves  as  "  we  who  are  the  children  of  God,"  and 
all  others,  "  such  as  go  down  to  the  pit " !  Remonstrating  with 
a  friend  upon  this  harsh  and,  at  best,  injudicious  discrimination, 
he  replied:  '•  Well,  does  not  Uod  make  such  distinctions?"  If 
He  does,  that  is  no  argument  or  warrant  for  us  to  do  so.  God 
nowhere  mingles  epithet  with  appeal  unless  He  denounce  the 
sin  and  woo  the  sinner  at  the  same  time.  In  His  sight.we  are  all 
alike  as  to  merit  or  the  want  of  it.  We  win  more  by  saying. 
"  Let  us  go,"  "  We  must  do  so  and  so,"  "  Come  with  us,"  rather 
than  imperatively  ordering  those  we  would  influence,  and  con- 
ceitedly, by  inference,  making  ourselves  a  model,  by  character- 
izing them  in  one  way  and  ourselves  in  another.  Dr.  McLean 
was  right.  Our  appeals  should  be,  like  Weller's  orthography. 
"  with  a  '  we,'  "  "  with  a  '  we." "  The  evils  herein  referred  to 
might  be  farther  illustrated.  But  enough  has  been  given  to  ex- 
hibit their  extent  and  influence ;  we  fail  to  capture  the  age  if  we 
ignore  the  fact  that  commonplacness,  sameness,  slang,  will 
not  avail  in  matters  religious.  Earnestness  and  appositeneee 
are  the  great  needs  in  contemporary  presentation  of  religious 
truth.  A  man  does  not  need  to  be  in  the  old  rut  to  bo  on  the 
right  road.  The  Great  Preacher  used  many  parables — not  one 
twice.  He  made  many  appeals — and  they  are  all  different.  He 
issued  many  invitations— not  one  of  them  alike.  He  levied  on 
the  lily,  and  ho  conscripted  the  mountain,  and  he  explored  the 
human  heart,  to  find  illustrations  of  truth — but  never  except  to 
bring  it  forth  in  new  beauty  and  power.  Not  He,  but  the  hea- 
then used  "vain  repetition."  Let  us  cense  to  be  heathen — at 
least  to  the  extent  of  abolishing  rel'gious  slang.—  I'/te  Method**, 
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Until  such  an  experience  an  the  following  shall  become  impos- 
sible in  any  Christian  community,  oar  associations  area  necessity, 
and  oar  members  cannot  complain  of  being  oat  of  work.  Al- 
though not  written  with  any  reference,  to  the  Christian  Associa- 
tion, nor  intended  to  reflect  thereupon,  this  communication  to  the 
Christian  Union  is  calculated  to  "  stir  up  pure  minds  by  way  of 
remembrance."  For  to  aid  in  righting  just  such  wrongs  were 
our  associations  instituted.  But,  after  learning  our  own  lesson 
from  the  narrative,  we  suppose  we  may  be  free  to  wonder  why 
this  shy  young  stranger  kept  out  of  the  reach  of  the  hundreds  of 
friends  who  only  waited  the  signal  or  the  hint  to  "  go  for  him,"  and 
make  him  at  home  in  the  New-York  Association.  We  must  con- 
fess that  we  think  this  morbidly  modest  young  man  rather  en- 
joyed being  ignored.  Be  this  as  it  may,  let  us  all  see  to  it  that 
nothing  like  this  shall  be  said  respecting  the  church  to  which  any 
one  of  us  may  belong/  And  now  for  the  story  of  this  stranger  : 

"  Ten  months'  attendance  at  one  of  the  best  orthodox  churches 
in  New-York,  and  the  payment  of  sixteen  dollars  from  a  meagre- 
salary  for  my  sitting,  have  resulted  in  so  much  social  feeling  and 
friendly  attention  as  I  shall  recount  for  the  benefit  of  those  whom 
it  may  concern. 

"  An  utter  stranger  in  the  city,  I  wandered  around  to  hear  the 
different  ministers,  and  see  the  different  churches,  for  a  few  weeks, 
and  then  decided  to  stick  to  this  one,  as  having  a  most  worthy 
and  delightful  pastor.  The  building,  too,  had  such  an  air  of  com- 
fort and  sociability  within  that  I  fancied  it  would  be  only  a  short 
time  before  many  hands  would  be  extended  for  a  friendly  greet- 
ing. Then,  too,  my  expectations  had  been  raised  by  certain  no- 
tices of  '  Social  Committees,'  whose  business,  I  thought,  must 
partially  be  to  find  out  and  introduce  strangers.  The  family 
where  for  the  time  I  had  my  home  attended  a  church  with  which 
I  had  little  sympathy ;  so,  of  course,  1  was  wholly  dependent  for 
the  associations  I  required  upon  these  organized  promoters  of  so- 
ciability in  my  own  church.  After  a  reasonable  time  had  elapsed, 
I  began  to  look  daily  for  a  call.  I  knew  very  well  that  the  pas- 
tor of  so  large  a  church  could  scarcely  give  me  his  time,  but  I 
felt  grateful  that  he  was  such  a  man  as  to  arrange  thoughtfully 
for  meeting  the  wants  of  strangers.  Weeks  and  months  passed, 
and  no  one  called.  I  went  earlier  to  the  weekly  meetings,  think- 
ing that  some  of  the  good,  elderly  people  would  speak  to  me  ; 
but  that  was  an  utter  failure,  with  one  exception.  The  good  min- 
ister himself,  having  come  early  for  some  reason,  extended  his 
hand,  and  bade  me  a  cordial  welcome,  saving  he  had  often  seen 
my  face  in  his  congregation,  and  if  I  would  give  him  my  address 
he  would  call  upon  me  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  I  must  have 
behaved  strangely  on  this  occasion,  for  it  was  the  first  Christian 
greeting  I  had  received  for  nearly  five  months.  Well,  I  began  to 
feel  that  I  was  convalescent  from  home-sickness.  I  had  had  one 
greeting — the  ice  was  broken.  I  knew  that  the  few  persons  pres- 
ent had  observed  this  little  interview,  and  so  I  thought,  foolishly 
enough,  that  in  a  few  days  one  after  another  of  them  would  follow 
their  beloved  pastor's  example,  would  find  me  out,  and  tender 
their  kind  offices.  Alas  for  my  rashness  in  supposing  that  they 
had  any  time  or  benefits  to  bestow  on  me ! 

"  The  appearance  of  things  was  so  much  the  opposite,  that  I 
even  came  to  believe — though  it  may  have  been  all  imagination 
— that  they  did  not  much  care  to  sit  very  close  to  me,  or  to  look 
on  my  hymn-book,  though,  on  my  part,  I  was  very  particular  to 
share  it,  or  to  relinquish  it,  if  occasion  offered.  They  seemed  to 
be  guarded  lest  they  should  break  some  understood  church  regu- 
lation against  reciprocal  adeances. 

"  After  leaving  a  dear  country  home  and  church,  where,  of 
coarse,  every  one  is  interested  in  every  other  one,  the  removal  to 
this  frigid  society  was  painfully  noticeable.  I  had  spent,  pre- 
viously, two  or  three  years  in  pleasant  association  with  city 
churches,  but  never  in  so  solitary  and  isolated  a  position  before." 


THE  LIFE  BEYOND. 

A  man  must  have  already  sunk  to  the  level  of  the  beast  before 
he  is  willing  to  die  like  the  beast.  That  which  constitutes  the 
chief  terror  of  death,  when  we  come  to  analyze  it,  is  that  it  seems 
to  put  the  continuity  of  our  existence  in  peril.  We  shrink  from 
temporary  unconsciousness,  because  it  is  upon  the  thread  of  con- 
sciousness that  the  identity  of  onr  being  at  different  times  is  hang. 
We  catch  eagerly  at  the  faintest  indications  of  immortality.  Men 
stand  upon  the  shore  of  the  ocean  of  eternity,  and  listen  to  its 
sobbing  waves,  and,  knowing  that  they  are  soon  to  embark  upon 
it,  ask  themselves  whether  there  is  any  harbor  for  the  soul  be- 
yond. There  are  times  when  these  questionings  become  insup- 
portable, unless  some  answer  can  be  given.  We  enter  the  chamber 
where  death  is.  We  gaze  upon  a  cold,  still  face  which  had  never 
met  our  look  before  but  with  smiles.  In  mysterious  union  with 
the  form  now  lying  so  strangely,  fearfully  motionless,  there  have 
been  warm  affections,  and  sweet,  bright  fancies  and  thoughts.  It 
has  been  the  home  of  love,  and  honor,  and  devotion.  In  the  aw- 
ful silence,  we  wonder  where  they  are  now  or  whether  they  have 
ceased  forever.  But  there  can  be  no  rest  or  peace  for  us  until  we 
can  stand  firmly  upon  some  rock  of  assurance,  and  hear  a  voice 
as  authoritative  as  that  of  our  Maker,  declaring  that  if  a  man 
die  he  shall  live  again. 

But  we  need  something  more  than  this.  We  believe  in  a  Par- 
adise lost.  We  dream  of  a  Paradise  regained.  Onr  souls  yearn 
for  a  future  of  rest.  We  ask  Imploringly  for  undying  years  of 
peace.  Even  without  deep  convictions  of  sin,  every  earnest,  gen- 
erous soul  longs  for  a  state  of  purity.  If  there  is  no  such  state 
beyond  death,  still  we  would  be  beguiled  into  its  belief,  and  yield 
ourselves  to  a  sweet  delusion  which  will  never  be  consciously  dis- 
pelled. And  if  it  is  true,  oh  !  then  we  wish  the  assurance  of  it  to 
rest  upon  the  foundation  of  our  broadest  and  deepest  convictions, 
and  be  buttressed  on  every  side  by  every  dictate  of  reason,  and 
every  sanction  of  the  moral  powers  of  the  soul. — Protectant 
Churchman. 


The  true  point  at  issue  in  reference  to  religion  is  this : 
Does  the  religion  which  is  proposed  to  ns  change  the  heart,  unite 
to  (iod,  prepare  for  heaven?  If  Christianity  produces  these  ef- 
fects, we  will  leave  the  enemies  of  the  cross  free  to  revolt  against 
its  mysteries,  and  tax  them  with  absurdity.  The  Oospe),  we  will 
say  to  them,  is  then  an  absurdity  ;  you  have  discovered  it.  But 
behold  what  a  new  species  of  absurdity  that  certainly  is  which 
attaches  man  to  all  nis  duties,  regulates  human  life  better  than 
all  the  doctrines  of  sages,  plants  in  his  bosom  harmony,  order, 
and  peace,  causes  him  joyfully  to  fulfil  all  the  offices  of  civil  life, 
renders  him  better  fitted  to  live,  better  fitted  to  die,  and  which, 
were  it  generally  received,  would  be  the  support  and  safeguard 
of  society !  Cite  to  us,  among  all  human  absurdities,  a  single  one 
which  produces  such  effects.  If  that  "  foolishness"  we  preach 
produces  effects  like  these,  is  it  not  natural  to  conclude  that  it  is 
truth  itself?  And  if  these  things  have  not  entered  the  heart  of 
man  it  is  not  because  they  are  absurd,  bat  because  they  are  divine. 
—  Vinet. 


The  Right  Persuasion.— In  terrible  agony,  a  soldier  lay 
dying  in  the  hospital.    A  visitor  asked  him 

"  What  church  are  you  of?" 

'*  Of  the  Church  of  Christ,"  he  replied. 

"  I  mean  of  what  persuasion  are  you  ?"  then  inquired  the  vis- 
itor. 

"  Persuasion  1"  said  the  dying  man,  as  his  eyes  looked  heaven- 
ward, beaming  with  love  to  the  Saviour.  "  I  am  persuaded  that 
neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers, 
nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  me  from  the  love 
of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus."— Christian  at  Work. 


How  to  Talk.— The  other  day  I  was  visiting  a  mission-school 
where  most  of  the  scholars  were  Germans.  A  plain  man  at  my 
side  was  invited  to  address  them.  He  rose,  and  in  stammering, 
broken  English,  began  to  talk.  No  impression  was  made.  The 
boys  shuffled  with  their  feet,  and  the  girls  fidgeted,  and  the  un- 
happy speaker  went  painfully  on  with  his  address.  I  was  so  full 
of  sympathy  with  his  embarrassment  that  I  have  not  the  least 
idea  what  it  was  about,  nor  had  the  children. 

"  Talk  to  them  in  German,"  said  the  superintendent. 

What  a  change !  The  stammering  tongue  was  loosed.  The 
man's  words  came  quick,  terse,  magnetic,  leaping  from  his  lips, 
and  the  school  became  at  once  attentive.  They  answered  his 
.questions — their  faces  responded — there  was  no  more  weariness. 

He  was  speaking  in  his  native  tongue. 

Friends,  when  we  talk  of  the  love  of  Jesus  to  sinners,  are  we 
speaking  in  our  own  or  a  strange  language?  Ohl  if  we  love 
Him,  we  shall  know  how  to  speak,  and  the  words  will  come  swift, 
as  the  words  come  when  we  talk  in  the  tongue  in  which  we  were 
born. — Sunday-School  Times. 


The  German  Churches  in  New- York,  Albany,  Rochester 
and  Utica  have  established  Lutheran  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations.    The  average  membership  of  each  is  thirtr-J 
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The  Executive  Committee  invite  suggestions  from  associa- 
tions regarding  the  most  convenient  date  for  holding  the  Lowell 
Convention. 


SAY,  BROTHERS,  WILL  YOU  MEET  US  ? 
In  taking  the  retrospect  of  the  past  few  years,  and  contem- 
plating the  rise,  progress,  decline,  revival,  and  finally  rapid 
spread  of  the  Christian  association  movement,  the  Executive 
Committee  can  only  exclaim:  "  What  hath  God  wrought?"  The 
more  recent  developments  of  this  wonderful  work  are  familiar 
to  all  our  members.  But  there  are  those  among  us  whose 
memories  and  sympathies  run  back  to  a  period  which  ante- 
dates the  birth  of  at  least  five  hundred  of  the  associations 
whose  names  and  labors  have  made  lustrous  our  more  recent 
record.  To  such  there  has  been  for  years  a  solemn  sadness  of 
heart,  which  has  seemed  to  shade  the  pleasant  picture  of  prog- 
ress, and  cast  a  shadow  over  even  the  heartiest  rejoicings. 
Need  we  say  that  we  refer  to  the  absence  from  our  rolls,  our 
conventions,  our  fraternal  embraces,  of  the  many  brethren  and 
associations  once  in  full  sympathy  with  us  all,  but  which 
were  rudely  wrested  from  our  communion  by  those  dreary 
years  of  war*  Who  of  the  "old  guard"  lias  ever  forgotten 
the  fifty-seven  brethren  who  came  from  their  sunny  Southern 
homes  to  share  with  us  in  the  blissful  experiences  of  that 


memorable  Troy  Convention  in  1859?  Nor  need  we  refer  to 
the  pleasure  many  of  us  knew  when  in  other  days  we  met  these 
same  brethren  and  hundreds  more  at  their  own  hospitable  homes 
in  the  Charleston,  Richmond,  and  New-Orleans  Conventions. 
The  memories  of  those  delightful  scenes,  although  overcast  by 
years  of  sorrow  and  suspense,  still  cluster  around  our  hearts. 
Latterly  hopes  have  been  indulged  and  efforts  made,  looking 
to  a  renewal  of  the  former  relations,  a  strengthening  of  the 
things  that  remain,  and  a  rebuilding  of  tho  shattered  fabric  at 
the  South.  To  accomplish  this  has  been  the  constant  resolve 
of  our.conventions,  and  the  manner  of  its  accomplishment  has 
been  the  most  difficult  problem  for  practical  solution  presented 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  no  common  emotions  of  gratitude  and 
hopefulness  that  the  Executive  Committee  are  able  to  announce 
that,  in  their  opinion,  the  mission  of  Mr.  Wcidensall  gives 
promise  of  fruitful  results  in  the  direction  toward  which  our 
eyes  are  turned  so  longingly.  The  recent  canvass  of  Virginia 
by  our  agent  has  brought  to  us  most  encouraging  reports  of 
activity  on  the  part  of  existing  associations,  of  a  revival  spirit 
among  former  workers  in  the  cause,  and  of  Christian  sympathy 
with  the  march  of  progress  we  are  making  at  the  North.  Vir- 
ginia will,  without  doubt,  be  with  us  in  our  convention  at 
Lowell.  North-Carolina,  too,  is  opening  up  anew  with  refer- 
ence to  the  work,  and  in  Georgia  Mr.  Weidensall  has  found 
plentiful  food  for  hope.  Thus  far  only  has  our  agent  pro- 
gressed. His  letters  abound  with  warmest  expressions  of  ap- 
preciation regarding  the  kind  welcome  everywhere  accorded  to 
him;  and,  in  the  name  of  all  our  150,000  members,  we  know 
we  may  assure  these  dear  brethren  from  whom  we  have  so 
long  been  separated,  that  their  kindness  to  our  delegate  is  not 
merely  reciprocated  by  us,  but  that  we  hail  the  situation  as 
one  for  which  we  all  have  special  cause  of  gratitude  to  God.  We 
hopefully  trust  that  the  day  is  breaking, that  no  more  will  tbe 
clouds  return  after  the  rain,  and  that  if  not  at  Lowell,  at  least 
in  1878,  brethren  from  every  State  in  the  Union, as  well  as  from 
every  province  on  our  Northern  border,  will  rally  to  sing  our 
grand  convention  hymn,  "Blest  be  the  tie  that  binds, "and 
clasp  hands  at  parting  with,  "Say,  brothers,  will  you  meet 
us?"  as  in  the  olden  time.  That  such  may  be  our  happy  ex- 
perience, must  now  be  the  burden  of  our  prayers,  and  the  in- 
spiration of  our  most  earnest  endeavor. 


Associations  have  sometimes  existed  to  talk  sentiment. 
They  were  short-lived.  The  sentiment  was  good,  for  it  related 
to  the  oneness  in  Christ  of  all  who  had  in  word  and  life  con- 
fessed Him  before  men.  But  such  a  sentiment  cannot  feed 
and  grow  strong  on  mere  talk. 

Other  associations  have  existed,  and  live  now to  engage  in  Chris- 
tian work.  A  common  love  to  the  Master  and  devotion  to  Bis 
service  have  united  them  in  active  effort.  In  the  union,  the 
neighborhood,  the  cottage,  and  the  tenement  prayer-meeting; 
in  tract  distribution,  the  open-air  service,  the  almshouse,  the 
jail,  and  the  hospital,  as  well  as  in  other  general  missionary 
work,  they  have  been  efficient.  The  feeling  of  their  brother- 
hood in  Christ,  which  would  have  starved  on  mere  talk,  has 
been  fed,  and  has  grown  strong  in  work  for  the  Master.  The 
society,  too,  has  by  such  self-assertion  become  a  blessing  to 
the  community. 

Other  associations  live  to  labor  first  and  foremost  for  young 
men.  Their  members  are  knit  together  in  love  to  Christ; 
general  missionary  work  by  means  of  tracts;  the  daily,  cottage, 
district, and  other  meetings;  the  open-air  service,  and  various 
agencies  which  they  engage  in.  But  their  leading  aim  and 
distinctive  purpose  is  to  seek  and  tare  young  men.  To  make 
their  rooms  attractive,  to  welcome  young  men  to  a  place  of 
free  Christian  entertainment  and  instruction,  to  let  up  an  oppo- 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


43 


tit  ion  to  the  saloon,  to  run  "a  house  that  beats  the  public 
house  " — this  is  the  institutional  idea  of  the  Toung Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.  Anyplace  large  enough  to  support  a  saloon 
wnere  young  men  are  ruined  is  large  enough  to  call  for  the 
setting  up,  by  its  associated  Christian  young  men,  of  an  effec- 
tive opposition. 

On  this  plan  and  platform  only  does  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  lite  as  an 
institution  with  a  work  distinctive  and  peculiar  to  itself.  Tor 
twenty  years  our  most  active  Christian  young  men  have  been 
slowly  giving  outline  and  definition  to  this  work.  They  have 
wrought  it  into  stone  and  brick  in  many  of  our  cities,  but  we 
are  as  yet  only  in  the  beginning  of  the  building  era.  Never 
were  the  associations  as  institutions  in  a  more  flourishing  con- 
dition, and  we  believe  them  destined  to  a  rapid  growth,  not 
in  numbers  only,  but  in  the  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  each 
individual  society. 

"  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  most  liberal  attention  to  their  inter- 
ests by  papers  in  the  highest  degree  suited  to  the  work,  but  must 
have  a  publication  which  they  could  control ;  and  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  strength  of  their  most  powerful  organization,  the 
time  of  their  conventions,  and  the  self-devoted  labors  of  the 
Central  Committee  is  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  a  monthly 
which  even  their  committee-men  do  not  read." 

The  above  delicious  tid-bit  we  find  in  the  Montreal  Witness. 
It  forms  the  snapper  or  "  curl,"  whichever  you  will,  at  the 
end  of  an  article  on  the  pecuniary  unprofitableness  of  publish- 
ing religious  papers.  It  simply  amounts  to  slapping  in  the 
face  thousands  of  earnest  Christian  workers  who,  to  meet  an 
absolute  necessity,  and  to  further  an  enterprise,  peculiar  and 
unique,  which  could  not  otherwise  be  so  fully  aided,  resolved 
The  Association  Monthly  into  existence,  and  afterward  re- 
solved to  sustain  it.  Let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  there- 
fore, that  the  paper  asks  nobody's  pardon  for  being  alive. 
That  The  Monthly  was  needed  is  best  shown  by  the  record 
of  progress  written  for  themselves  by  the  Christian  associa- 
tions of  the  country  during  the  last  three  years.  That  it  is 
increasingly  useful  and  necessary,  is  the  constantly  expressed 
opinion  of  all  our  conventions,  which  speak  for  the  associa- 
tions through  their  delegates.  Moreover,  the  paper  is  estab- 
lished, and,  so  far  as  we  can  judge,  is  destined  to  be  a  pecu- 
niary success.  Unlike  any  other  religious  publication,  it  is 
the  only  organ  and  spokesman  of  nearly  one  thousand  societies 
with  their  hundred  thousand  members,  and  the  source  from 
which  all  theSe  must  obtain  the  latest  and  fullest  news  of  the 
progress  of  the  great  work.  The  only  regret  we  feel,  in  con- 
nection with  the  statement  made  in  the  latter  part  of  the  above 
paragraph,  is  the  necessity  which  is  upon  us  of  declaring  it  to 
be  conspicuously  inexact. 


A  young  and  influential  merchant  of  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  was  a  delegate  from  that  city  to  the  Montreal  Conven- 
tion five  years  ago.  He  returned  home  with  a  new  and  quick- 
ened zeal  for  the  work  of  seeking  and  saving  young  men. 
The  association  in  Halifax  soon  felt  through  him  the  good  in- 
fluence of  the  convention.  A  few  kindred  spirits  seconded 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Maclean,  and  every  department  of  the  work 
was  made  more  efficient. 

But  they  were  not  content  to  labor  at  home  only.  Mr.  Mac- 
lean, and  more  recently  Mr.  J.  B.  Morrow  and  other  brethren, 
visited  neighboring  towns  and  communities.  When  this  work 
was  begun,  Halifax  contained  the  only  association  in  all  that 
region.  Now'  sixty  associations  in  Nova  Scotia,  eleven  in  New- 
Brunswick,  and  three  in  Prince  Edward's  Island  (one  of  which 
has  a  building  of  its  own)  testify  to  the  power  and  usefulness  of 
a  well-sustained  system  of  visitation,  from  associations  that  are 


active  and  vigorous,  to  communities  that  seem  only  waiting  for 
a  word  of  encouragement  and  sympathy. 

The  indispensable  importance  of  this  work  of  visitation  is  be- 
ing more  and  more  felt  throughout  the  country,  but  in  no 
section  has  its  power  for  good  been  so  early  and  so  abundantly 
demonstrated  as  in  the  Maritime  British  Provinces.  Mr.  Mac- 
lean has  since  become  well  known  in  all  our  societies  as  Pres- 
ident, two  years  ago,  of  the  International  Convention  at 
Indianapolis.  The  work  of  visitation  he  inaugurated  will, 
we  believe,  ere  long  be  as  universally  understood,  appreciated, 
and  carried  out. 


In  one  important  particular, the  T.  M.  0.  A.,  as  a  social 
organization  for  moral  reform,  is  superior  to  young  men's  in- 
stitutes, and  to  the  Masonic,  Odd-Fellow,  Temperance,  and 
other  societies.  It  affiliate*  with  the  Church  of  Christ  more 
closely  than  any  of  these.  It  says  to  the  churches :  ' '  Define  our 
active  membership ;  whom  you  accept  we  accept. "  The  Church, 
too,  is  the  destination  to  which  it  points  young  men,  acknowl- 
edging her  superior  claim.  The  genuineness  and  intimacy 
of  this  relation  between  the  association  and  the  Church  plain- 
ly appear  in  a  season  of  religious  interest.  Other  social  and 
merely  moral  organizations  for  reform  then  stand  on  one  side 
cold  and  unsympathetic,  but  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  all  aglow 
with  congenial  feeling.  It  becomes  the  right  hand  of  the 
Church  in  the  good  work,  influencing  many  who  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  other  agencies.  In  New-London,  Conn.,  a  year 
ago,  sixty -five  were  in  thin  way,  through  the  work  of  the  asso- 
ciation, added  to  the  various  churches  of  that  city.  Of 
Washington  and  other  cities,  similar  report  could  be  made, 
and  our  news  columns  often  attest  the  same. 

So,  too,  when  the  association  building  is  erected,  it  extends 
a  free  Christian  welcome  to  all,  and  better  than  any  lodge,  or 
temple,  or  library  and  lecture. association,  it  appeals  on  the 
one  hand  to  universal  popular  respect  and  sympathy,  while  on 
the  other  it  commands  the  confidence  and  support  of  the 
churches.    Is  there  any  gainsaying  this  f 

Boardino-House  Meetings,  we  notice,  are  a  feature  in  the 
work  of  the  Hamilton  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In  some  localities — large 
cities,  for  instance — wo  should  suppose  this  would  prove  one  of 
the  most  useful  and  fruitful  directions  in  which  our  members 
can  work.  The  very  thought  of  a  prayer-meeting  or  a  praise- 
meeting,  into  which  may  be  gathered  the  young  men  who 
swarm  and  pine  in  boarding-houses,  has  in  it  something 
attractive  and  inspiring.  The  Hamilton  brethren  give  some 
details  respecting  their  labors  in  this  comparatively  neglected 
field,  which  will  be  found  worth  reading, afad,  where  appropri- 
ate, we  trust  our  members  elsewhere  will  enter  upon  a  work 
so  well  calculated  to  develop  Christian  graces,  evolve  latent 
piety,  and  reflectively  benefit  the  associations.  It  may  be 
found  that  just  here  lies  the  secret  of  solving  the  boarding- 
house  problem,  which  has  been  so  often  matter  of  discussion. 
And,  even  if  no  meetings  can  be  held,  what  is  to  hinder  under- 
taking to  establish  and  attend  upon  family  altars  wherever 
they  can  be  established  in  boarding-houses  I  We  remember 
one  large  boarding-house  in  the  city  of  New- York,  twenty 
years  ago,  whose  pious  proprietor  (a  lady  who  worshipped 
while  at  work)  paid  an  annual  salary  to  a  poor  clergyman  to 
conduct  prayers  in  her  dining-room  every  evening  at  ten 
o'clock.  Not  only  was  this  family  altar  regularly  maintained, 
but  the  idea  was  received  with  favor  by  many  of  the  inmates 
of  the  house,  who  were  reasonably  punctual  in  their  attend- 
ance. Why  may  not  a  voluntary,  systematic  service  of  this 
sort  be  undertaken  by  our  members,  with  the  view  of  reaching 
young  men  with  the  Gospel  message,  and  at  the  same  time 
I  raising  the  low  moral  standard  of  most  of  the  boarding* 
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houses  of  our  day}  At  least  it  is  an  experiment  worth  trying, 
in  the  light  of  that  measure  of  encouragement  which  our 
Hamilton  members  have  met  with. 


The  New-York  -Daily  Witness  thus  refers,  editorially,  to  the 
T.  M.  C.  A.  of  that  city,  apropos  of  the  anniversary  meeting. 
Bo  concise 'a  summary  of  the  practical  workings  of  this  great 
association  is  worthy  of  quotation,  because  its  points  may  be 
suggestive  to  some  of  our  members  elsewhere: 

"The  means  adopted  by  this  association  to  interest  and 
improve  young  men  are  very  numerous  and  various,  and  have 
been  very  successful.  There  is  a  first-class  reading-room  open 
daily,  from  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  This  room  is  free  to  all,  and 
its  appointments  almost  make  any  one  envy  the  clerk  out  of 
employment  who  can  avail  of  them  to  their  full  extent.  The 
reception-rooms  and  parlors  are  open  on  the  Lord's  Day,  from 
1  o'clock  till  9.80  p.m.  ;  an  incalculably  better  place  of 
resort  than  places  of  amusement  or  dissipation.  There  is  a 
Conversational  Bible-Class  at  S  p.m.  on  Sunday,  and  tea  at 
six  for  young  men  who  board  at  too  great  a  distance  to  return 
for  the  evening  service.  This  consists  of  a  beautiful  service 
of  song,  accompanied  by  the  fine  organ,  and  short  addresses 
to  young  men.    At  the  close  a  short  prayer-meeting  is  held. 

"On  week  days,  the  following  meetings  are  statedly  held,  to 
which  young  men  are  cordially  invited  : 

"Monthly  meeting,  social  and  literary, fourth  Monday  even- 
ins;  grand  reception  of  members  and  their  lady  friends,  pre- 
ceded by  a  concert,  second  Monday  evening;  literary  society 
every  Tuesday  evening;  weekly  social  religious  meetings,  for 
young  men  only,  in  the  lecture-room,  Thursday  evenings,  at  8 
o'clock,  and  on  Saturday  evenings,  at  9  o'clock,  in  the  east 
parlor;  family  prayers  in  the  east  parlor,  every  evening,  at 
9.45  o'clock ;  union  prayer-meeting  in  fhe  lecture-room,every 
day,  at  4  o'clock. 

"  Such  a  programme  should  make  the  heart  of  every  mother 
who  has  a  boy  in  this  city  sing  for  joy. 

"This  association  and  its  building  are  a  monument  of  the 
Christian  benevolence  and  enterprise  of  New-York,  whose  in- 
fluence extends,  not  only  to  this  city,  but  far  and  wide  over 
the  continent,  and  even  across  the  ocean." 

We  pity  the  hah  or  woman  who  can  read  unmoved  the  pub- 
lished proceedings  of  the  Y.  M.  0.  A.  State  Convention,  held  at 
Whitewater,  Wisconsin,  in  November,  and  to  which  reference 
wtts  made  in  our  December  issue.  The  official  report  has 
just  reached  us,  and  is  so  full  of  good  things,  said  and  done, 
that  we  wish  we  could  reprint  it  entire.  The  next  best  thing 
we  can  do  is  to  recommend  our  members  at  Whitewater  (or 
the  Wisconsin  State  Executive  Committee)  to  mail  a  copy  of 
the  report  to  every  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  the  country.  And,  by  way 
of  pointing  -out  a  way  to  do  this,  we  would  suggest  printing 
ft  in  sonfe  local  paper  if  possible,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done, 
in  newspaper  form ;  and  thus  send  it  broadcast  over  the  West. 
It  is  upon  just  such  documents  as  this  one  that  we  may  safe- 
ly rely  for  the  popularization  of  our  principles.  The  report 
contains,  among  other  valuable  and  useful  things,  the  fullest 
report  we  ever  met  with  of  one  of  the  best  adebysses  every- 
body's dear  friend,  Thane  Miller,  ever  made.  We  hopo  to 
reprint  this  address  in  some  future  number  of  The  Monthly. 

A  long  step  in  advance  has  been  lately  taken  by  the  asso- 
ciation in  Providence,  JR.  L  The  Board  of  Directors  last  De- 
cember elected  as  General  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  H.  Anderson, 
who  is  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  important  and  respon- 
sible work  of  his  offiee.  He  entered  upon  his  new  duties  the  first 
day  of  the  yea*.  Already  those  who  are  active  in  the  associ- 
ation feel  that  a  fresh  impulse  has  been  given  to  the.  work. 
We  look  with  confidence  for  such  good  results  as  have  fol- 
lowed the  securing  of  a  competent  General  Secretary  in  Al- 
bany, Buffalo,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  cities.  The  working  of 
our  more  successful  associations  has  of  late  been  making  it 
more  and  more  evident  that  the  society  in  a  large  city  can- 
not bo  expected  to  take  a  place  among  the  stable  Christian  in- 


stitutions of  the  community  unless  it  has  an  efficient  and  com- 
petent executive  officer  wholly  occupied  in  organizing,  devel- 
oping, extending,  and  energizing  this  work  for  Christ  among 
young  men. 


We  commend  to  the  following  of  other  State  Executive 
Committees  the  example  and  determination  of  the  brethren  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Committee  who  have  undertaken  the  work 
of  visiting  not  only  all  the  associations,  but  all  the  towns  in 
the  State,  with  reference  to  making  a  full  report  at  tbe  next 
State  Convention.  If  our  State  Committees  or  corresponding 
members,  generally,  would  organize  such  a  system  of  visitation 
as  the  one  now  practicing  in  Pennsylvania  and  some  other 
States,  we  would  hear  reports  of  progress  at  the  Lowell  Con- 
vention, such  as  the  past  has  never  furnished.  There  are  four 
months  for  just  this  kind  of  work  by  way  of  preparation  for  a 
glorious  season  of  survey  and  retrospect,  when  we  all  meet  at 
Lowell.  Let  the  time  be  fully  occupied,  brethren  in  charge 
of  State  association  interests ! 


As  we  knew  would  bb  thk  case,  Mr.  R.  C.  Morse  has 
been  most  warmly  welcomed,  by  our  members  in  New-Bruns- 
wick and  Nova  Scotia,  in  his  representative  capacity  as  the 
visiting  agent  of  the  Executive  Committee.  Wherever  Mr. 
Morse  has  been,  his  reception  has  been  marked  by  a  Christian 
cordiality  which  has  made  him  feel  at  home.  The  Executive 
Committee  desire  to  make  acknowledgment  of  the  great  de- 
gree in  which  such  practical  sympathy  and  fraternity  assist 
them  in  the  performance  of  the  work  they  have  in  hand ;  and 
they  feel  confident  that,  under  the  influence  of  so  kind  a  wel- 
come, their  messengers  will  fulfil  their  mission  all  the  more 
advantageously  to  those  to  whom  they  are  sent. 


Mb.  Thomas  K.  Cbee,  late  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Indian  Commissioners,  vice  Vincent  Colyer,  resigned. 
Mr.  Cree  has  been  the  active  and  useful  Secretary  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Pittsburg,  and  Chairman  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
He  has  also,  heretofore,  done  good  service  as  corresponding 
member  of  the  International  Executive  Committee.  His  as- 
sociates lose  his  valuable  services  with  deep  regret,  and  at  the 
same  time  are  glad  that  he  has  been  called  to  such  an  honor- 
able and  responsible  position.  His  mantle,  in  the  Pittsburg 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  has  fallen  upon  Mr.  Robert  A.  Orr., 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  Michigan  State  Convention  is  hold- 
ing its  session  at  East  Saginaw.  We  hope  to  give  a  good  re- 
port from  Michigan  in  our  next  issue. 


Fifty  Years  Ago  :  a  Story  op  New-England  Life  ,by  Clara 
A.  Willaid,  is  a  charming  story  of  domestic  life,  full  of  pleasant 
incident,  pervaded  by  a  good  moral  toift,  and  enlivened  with  con- 
siderable vivacity  of  style.  Some  of  the  character-painting  is  of 
rare  excellence,  and,  as  a  whole,  the  tale  is  not  only  entertaining, 
but  it  possesses  the  elements  of  a  useful  influence.  The  book  is 
an  interesting  and  forcible  running  commentary  on  the  Scriptural 
dictum:  "Biches  and  honor  are  with  me — yea,  durable  riches 
and  righteousness.  My  fruit  is  better  than  gold— yea,  than  fine 
gold ;  and  my  revenue  than  choiee  silver."  A.  D.  F.  Randolph 
&  Co.  are  the  publishers,  and  their  portion  of  the  work  has  been 
performed  in  their  usually  tasteful  manner.  ( 

Heart  to  Heart,  from  the  same  publishers,  is  a  brochure,  con- 
taining a  collection  of  sweet  religious  poems  in  hymn  form,  by 
the  author  of  "  The  Old,  Old  Story,"  which  all  our  members  prize 
so  highly,  and  sing  so  whole-heartedly  at  our  conventions.  The 
price  is  only  twenty  cents.     _ 
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VIRGINIA. 

Mb.  Weidensall  sends  cheering  reports  of  his  reception  at 
the  South,  where  he  is  visiting  existing  associations  and  endeav- 
oring to  form  new  ones,  under  the  instructions  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  Passing  through  Baltimore  and  Washington  en 
route,  receiving  at  both  places  the  Christian  courtesies  of  our 
members,  he  visited  Alexandria,  where  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has 
charge  of  a  singing-class  and  a  night-school,  both  of  which  are 
very  successful.  A  daily  prayer-meeting  has  been  sustained  for 
a  long  time  past,  one  person  in  particular  having  been  regularly 
in  attendance  at  every  meeting  for  years.  A  large  Sabbath  after- 
noon prayer-meeting  is  maintained,  and  mission  work  is  carried 
on  among  the  neglected  in  various  districts  in  the  town.  The 
anniversary  meeting  was  held  on  January  18th,  at  which,  we  un- 
derstand, preliminary  steps  were  taken  toward  securing  an  asso- 
ciation building.  At  C/tarlotteviUe,  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  former 
days  in  no  longer  in  the  land  of  the  living,  but  an  active  associa- 
tion is  at  work  in  the  Virginia  University  located  there.  This 
body  of  Christian  workers  is  thoroughly  organized,  and  does  its 
work  with  an  efficiency  which  many  of  our  associations  might 
well  emulate.  Prayer-meetings  to  the  number  of  fourteen  every 
week,  and  other  religious  services,  are  sustained  by  an  admirable 
system  of  committees  in  twelve  neighboring  districts.  The 
work  is  thus  kept  in  progress  both  inside  and  outside  the  Univer- 
sity. This  association  was  organized  in  1858,  and  lacks  only  the 
adoption  of  the  true  test  of  active  membership  to  be  in  entire 
sympathy  with  the  general  movement.  This  lack  it  is  hoped 
will  be  supplied,  and  we  may  look  for  delegates  from  the  Vir- 
ginia University  association  at  the  Lowell  Convention.  At 
Lynchburg  there  is  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  with  a  goodly  number  of  mem- 
bers, a  reading-room,  and  a  lecture  system ;  but  without  that  de- 
gree of  interest  and  aggressive  force  which  we  would  be  glad  to 
recognize.  Mr.  Weidensall,  however,  makes  an  encouraging  re- 
port as  to  its  probable  future  activity.  Next  in  order  our  agent 
visited  Salem  (the  Beat  of  Roanoke  College),  where  there  has  long 
been  an  active  association,  now  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
David  Floyd,  formerly  of  Iniianapolis,  Ind.  Here,  as  elsewhere, 
the  proposition  for  a  State  Convention  was  favorably  received. 
In  all  the  places  named,  Mr.  Weidensall  has  met  with  a  most 
cordial  reception.  At  Lexington  there  are  associations  in  Wash- 
ington and  Lee  College  and  the  Virginia  Military  Institute.  The 
latter  has  a  membership  of  about  forty,  and  sustains  a  daily 
prayer-meeting,  which  is  well  attended.  At  the  former  institu- 
tion there  has  been  an  association  for  a  long  period.  Neither  of 
them,  however,  has  yet  adopted  the  active  membership  test ;  but 
we  hope  this  will  soon  be  taken  into  serious  consideration.  Mr. 
Weidensall  also  specially  refers  to  the  hearty  welcome  received 
from  the  Richmond  brethren,  who  still  maintain  their  organiza- 
tion and  are  doing  some  association  work.  Efforts  were  made  at 
Porttmouth  to  form  an  association,  of  which  we  hope  to  hear 
more  hereafter.  The  Norfolk  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  found  in  a  some- 
what depressed  condition,  mainly  from  the  lack  of  some  energetic 
spirit  to  lead  the  work.  This  want  would  be  supplied  if  our 
brethren  there  could  only  see  their  way  clear  for  the  appointment 
of  a  general  secretary,  whose  heart  and  mind  were  devoted  to  the 
cause.  This  was  suggested,  and  we  have  hopes  of  the  adoption 
of  some  such  plan. 

Mr.  Weidensall  has  thus  visited  nearly  all  the  Virginia  asso- 
ciations, and  prepared  the  way  for  a  State  Convention.  This  we 
trust  will  be  held  in  due  time.  From  Virginia  the  tour  of  obser- 
vation and  reSnforcement  was  continued  into  North-Carolina,  and 
from  thence  to  Georgia.  The  results  so  far  have  been  greatly  en- 
couraging to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  we  know  will  be 
very  gratifying  to  all  our  members.  How  delightful  the  prospect 
of  a  convention  in  which  all  the  United  States  will  once  again  be 
represented  by  the  children  of  our  common  Father  and  the  ser- 
vants of  the  same  blessed  Master  1 

Do  TOtr  know  it? — Do  you  know  that  the  vows  ot  God  are 
upon  you  T 


CONNECTICUT. 

Deservedly  prominent  among  the  associations  of  Connecticut 
are  those  at  New-London  and  Waterbury.  The  features  peculiar 
to  the  work  in  that  State  are  in  these  societies  very  favorably  exhib- 
ited. They  are  officered  and  carried  on  wholly  by  volunteer  effort. 
The  volunteers  in  each  are  a  band  of  earnest,  active,  and  efficient 
young  men.  The  work,  however,  is  mainly  carried  on  outside  of 
their  rooms.  To  neighborhoods  destitute  of  religious  services 
they  have  gone  with  the  message  of  the  Gospel,  giving  and 
receiving  a  rich  blessing  as  the  result  of  their  labors.  To  meth- 
ods and  agencies,  however,  of  which  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  are  the 
centre,  they  have  given  very  little  attention.  This  department 
is  rarely  made  useful  and  efficient  without  a  general  secretary 
who  devotes  his  time  to  its  care  and  management.  A  building, 
too,  is  necessary  to  the  highest  usefulness  of  the  association  as  an 
opposition  to  the  saloon.  Such  an  officer  and  edifice  have  not 
been  yet  secured  by  either  of  these  vigorous  societies. 

In  New-London,  under  the  lead  of  Messrs.  Fuller  and  Wilcox, 
members  of  the  State  Executive,  fruitful  work  has  been  done  in 
visiting  and  invigorating  associations  in  that  part  of  Connecticut. 

From  Waterbury  we  hope  soon  to  hear  of  a  similar  movement. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Beach,  member  of  the  State  Committee  for  New- 
Haven  County,  is  one  of  the  band  of  earnest  Christian  workers 
who  have  made  the  Waterbury  association  felt  as  a  power  for 
good.  He  will  find  efficient  helpers  in  the  task  of  waking  into 
fresh  life  and  vigor  the  associations  in  boih  New-Haven  and 
Litchfield  Counties. 

The  Norwich  (Conn.)  association,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh 
through  thevoicesof  some  who  lament  its  untimely  departure.  Ata 
late  ministerial  conference  in  Greenville,  Conn.,  when  reports  were 
given  of  the  condition  of  the  various  churches  represented,  it 
was  noticed  that  over  and  over  again  the  remark  was  made  : 
"  Since  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Norwich  died,  we  have  missed  the 
meetings  held  or  made  interesting  and  fruitful  by  visits  received 
from  its  members." 

Owning  more  property  than  any  other  association  in  Connecti- 
cut, the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Meriden  has  peculiar  opportunities  for 
usefulness.  The  large  lot  it  purchased  several  years  ago  is  ad- 
vantageously located  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  Upon  this  stand  two 
small  frame  buildings  (the  entire  property  is  worth  over  $i#,000) ; 
one  is  ranted  for  business  purposes,  the  other  is  occupied  by 
the  association.  On  the  ground  floor,  is  a  pleasant  reading-room 
and  a  library,  to  which  very  lately  one  hundred  and  fifty  volumes 
have  been  added.  Being  on  the  first  floor,  the  reading-room, 
though  not  containing  a  large  assortment  of  papers,  attracts  a 
goodly  number  of  visitors  each  day  and  evening.  The  second 
story  is  taken  up  with  a  hall,  seating  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  where  the  daily  prayer-meeting  has  been  steadily  sustained 
for  nearly  three  years.  Here  every  Sunday  afternoon  a  meeting 
for  prayer  and  conference  and  a  vigorous  mission-school  are  held. 
Each  Friday  a  lyceum  club  meets  for  debate  and  other  literary 
exercises.    This  embraces  all  that  the  association  is  now  doing. 

A  meeting  was  held  Tuesday  evening,  January  16th,  to  con- 
sider how  the  work  might  be  enlarged  and  energized.  The  Inter- 
national Executive  Committee  was  represented  by  Mr.  Morse, 
and  here  as  in  Bridgeport  and  New-Haven,  a  movement  was 
set  on  foot  to  secure  a  general  secretary  who  should  give  his 
whole  time  to  the  work.  Many  obstacles  and  difficulties  have 
hitherto  interfered  with  the  highest  usefulness  of  the  Meriden 
association,  but  we  hope  soon  to  make  record  of  new  and  fruitful 
activity  among  the  brethren.  No  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Connecticut  has 
a  better  opportunity  to  develop  the  various  departments  of  asso- 
ciation work  In  seeking  and  winning  young  men. 

In  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  a  city  of  over  20,000  inhabitants,  the  asso- 
ciation has  been  for  some  time  in  a  languishing  condition.  This 
was  owing  in  part  to  their  having  depended  entirely  upon  volun- 
teer effort  in  the  work.  One  result  of  a  recent  visit  of  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  General  Executive  Committee  was  the  awaken- 
ing of  a  desire  to  securo  a  general  secretary  who  should  devote 
himself  to  the  work,  becoming  the  right  hand  of  the  board  ol 
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directors  in  organizing  the  virions  committees,  looking  after  the 
finances,  making  the  rooms  attractive,  and  selecting  those  methods 
and  agencies  adapted  to  promote  the  higbost  usefulness  of  the  as- 
sociation in  that  locality.  At  a  meeting  of  the  members,  held 
January  6th,  great  interest  in  this  subject  was  manifested,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  seek  and  nominate  a  general  secre- 
tary. The  financial  plan  of  the  Plantsville  association,  which  we  de- 
scribe last  month,  was  also  suggested,  and  met  with  great  favor, 
-.  being  especially  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  committee. 
In  many  other  cities  the  work  is  languishing,  if  it  has  not  been 
already  abandoned,  for  the  lack  of  that  living,  organizing,  person- 
al centre  of  activity  to  be  found  in  a  competent  general  secretary. 
He  gathers  about  himself  and  organizes  for  the  work  many  more 
volunteers  than  are  to  be  found  in  a  society  depending  entirely 
on  voluntary  effort,  and  the  association  will  always  become, 
under  such  an  administration,  far  more  efficient  in  the  service  of 
Christ. 


In  the  evening,  a  pleasant  meeting  was  held  at  the  rooms  of 
the  association,  in  which  all  the  members  of  the  Committee  took 
part. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Cree,  on  behalf  of  the  State  Executive  Committee, 
writes: 

"  The  tonr  of  conventions  has  been  a  success.  At  every  point 
the  work  of  the  association  has  received  a  great  impetus,  and  a 
deep  religious  interest  has  been  exhibited. 

"  The  points  visited  have  been  Connellsville,  Dunbar,  Wash- 
ington, Burgettstown,  Candor,  Beaver  Falls,  Conneautville, 
Greenville,  Meadville,  Franklin,  Titusville,  Parker's  Landing, 
Brookville,  Carlisle,  Shippenburg,  Gettysburg,  Chambersburg, 
Lancaster,  Mount  Joy  ;  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  month 
(after  the  ISth)  we  expect  to  visit  Scranton,  Jersey  Shore,  Pitts- 
ton,  Carbondale,  Wilkeebarre,  Columbia,  Marietta,  and  a  few 
other  points.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  visit 
not  only  every  association,  but  every  town  in  the  State  prior  to 
the  next  State  Convention." 

A  meeting  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  of  Pennsylvania  was  held  in  Harrisburg,  February  9th. 
There  was  a  full  attendance,  every  member  being  present  except 
ten,  and  they  were  represented  by  others. 

Much  business  of  importance  in  the  State  work  was  transacted. 
The  morning  was  spent  in  prayer  and  consultation.  From  ten 
till  seven  was  spent  in  uninterrupted  consultation  as  to  the  im- 
portant work  in  the  State. 

Brief,  pointed  resolutions,  embodying  the  result  of  the  after- 
noon's work,  were  presented  by  H.  K.  Porter,  on  Our  State  Fi- 
nances ;  by  James  McCormick,  on  How  shall  we  bring  about  an 
interchange  of  life  and  activity  from  the  live  associations,  so  aa 
to  waken  up  the  dull  ones  ?  by  Nelson  F.  Evans,  on  Our  Local 
Association  Finances — how  can  they  be  placed  on  a  solid  basis  ?  by 
Mr.  MoBsman,  on  How  can  the  members  of  the  Committee  best 
work  up  their  district,  and  how  organize  new  associations  in  all 
the  important  towns  in  them  ?  by  D.  E.  Small,  on  The  State 
Campaign — shall  we  continue  it,  and  on  what  scale  ?  by  T.  E. 
Cree,  on  Our  State  Convention— when  and  where  shall  we  hold 
it,  and  what  arrangement  do  we  wish  to  make  for  it  ? 

These  and  other  questions  were  fully  discussed  and  settled  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  the  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  personally  guaranteed  the  raising  of 
$2500  for  the  State  work,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  1st  of  Octo- 
ber. 

It  was  decided  to  continue  the  State  campaign  'which  has  now 
been  carried  on  so  gloriously  for  two  months  by  Brothers  Taggart 
and  Johnson,  assisted  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  others. 

The  next  State  Convention  was  called  for  Carlisle,  to  be  held 
the  latter  part  of  September. 

The  Chairman,  T.  E.  Cree,  having  been  appointed  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissions,  necessitating  his  removal  to 
Washington,  resigned  his  position,  and  H.  E.  Porter,  of  Pitts- 
burg, was  elected  Chairman,  and  James  McCormick,  Jr.,  of  Har- 
risburg, to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee. 


PENNSYLVANIA  DISTRICT  CONVENTIONS. 

Ix  January,  several  interesting  district  gatherings  were  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Executive  Committee. 

At  Chambersburg  several  associations  met  in  council,  by  dele- 
gates, and,  during  three  days,  kept  up  a  series  of  meetings,  of 
which  the  Chambersburg  Public  Opinion  says : 

"  This  series  of  meetings  have  produced  a  deep  impression  at 
least  in  the  religious  portion  of  our  community,  and  have  broujjLt 
prominently  before  it  the  work  of  the  Christian  Association,  and 
we  hope  will  excite  an  interest  in  the  Chambersburg  Association 
such  as  the  work  they  propose  to  do  entitles  them  to." 

Among  the  subjects  discussed  by  the  Convention  was  this : 
"What  is  the  relation  of  the  Christian  Association  and  its 
workers  to  the  Church  of  Christ?"  Brethren  Cree,  Taggart, 
Johnson,  Hays,  Kennedy,  Crawford,  Little,  and  others  made  re- 
marks on  this  topic,  which  were  all  practical,  and  in  their  scope 
took  in  the  general  range  of  association  work.  "  Cottage  Prayer- 
Meetings,"  "Personal  Consecration,"  and  "Efficient  Christian 
Associations,"  were  also  made  subjects  of  interesting  discussion. 
Prayer,  praise,  and  promise  meetings  were  availed  of  to  fill  up 
the  interstices  of  time,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  Chambersburg 
will  soon  forget  the  visit  of  these  warm-hearted  and  earnest 
workers. 

Respecting  the  convention  held  in  Carlisle,  the  Herald  says : 

"  On  Thursday  afternoon  last,  the  District  Convention  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  convened  in  the  First  Pres- 
byterian church.  The  following  is  the  order  of  exercises  that 
was  fully  carried  out : 

"Afternoon — Devotional  exercises,  from  %  to 8.80  p.m.  ;  bosiness 
of  organization,  from  8  to  4  p.m. 

"  Evening — The  object  of  District  Conventions,  7  o'clock ;  the  re- 
lation of  the  association  of  the  church,  7.30  P.M.  ;  our  religious 
work — '  How  shall  it  be  made  more  effective  f  8.80  p.m. 

"  Friday  Morning— Devotional  exercises,  0  to  9.30 ;  qualifica- 
tions of  an  effective  associatioL,  9.80  to  10.30  a.m.  ;  what  steps 
should  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  take  in  regard  to  temperance  1 10.30  to  12. 

"  Afternoon — Devotional  exercises,  2  to  2.30  p.m.  ;  the  most  suc- 
cessful mode  of  conducting  out-door  exercises,  2.80  to  8.30  pjc.  ; 
tract  distribution  and  mission  meetings,  3.30. 

"  Evening — Devotional  exercises,  7  to  7.30 ;  personal  work  and 
consecration  to  Christ,  7.30  to  9  P.M. 

"  The  following  named  delegates  were  in  attendance:  Rev.  S.  A. 
Taggart  and  Professor  Johnson,  State  Executive  Committee, 
Pittsburg ;  Rev.  Niles,  D.  E.  Small,  and  J.  B.  Baughmau.  York  ; 
James  A.  McKnight  and  H.  E.  Spielman,  Chambersburg  ;  E.  J. 
Forney  and  Rev.  George  Sigler,  Shippensburg.  All  the  ministers 
of  this  borough  were  in  attendance. 

"  The  exercises  were  unusually  interesting,  and  well  attended  by 
our  citizens,  particularly  at  the  evening  sessions.  The  Philhar- 
monic Musical  Association  entertained  the  audience  with  choice 
music  in  the  evenings." 

Following  this  convention,  another  of  equal  interest  was  held 
in  Shippensburg,    And  thus  the  good  work  is  going  on. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


During  January,  Mr.  R.  C.  Morse,  on  behalf  of  the  Genera) 
Executive  Committee,  visited  the  following  localities  in  this 
State:  Providence,  Bristol,  Westerly,  Pawtucket,  and  Woon- 
socket.  Three  active  associations  were  met  with  (at  Providence, 
Bristol,  and  Westerly).  The  Providence  association  has  recently 
secured  an  excellent  general  secretary  in  Mr.  W.  H.  Anderson,  a 
graduate  of  New-Brunswick  Theological  Seminary,  who  will 
soon,  we  may  hope,  make  his  influence  profitably  felt  both  for  the 
association  and  the  city  of  Providence.  At  Bristol,  the  Y.  M, 
C.  A.  has  rooms  on  the  first  floor,  a  good  library,  a  building  fund 
of  f  2000,  and  the  promise  of  a  fine  lot  when  ready  to  build.  Its 
principal  work  at  present  is  in  the  direction  of  neighborhood 
meetings.  If  this  association  would  secure  a  good  general  secre- 
tary, it  could  occupy  its  important  field  most  advantageously  to 
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the  cause.  At  Westerly,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  a  secretary,  Brother 
Crocker,  who  devotes  his  entire  time  to  the  work.  Oar  members 
here  are  active  and  progressive,  and  hope  soon  to  have  a  building 
of  their  own.  We  trust  that  this  hope  may  be  fully  realized. 
There  are  certainly  a  number  of  wealthy  manufacturers  in  West- 
erly and  Its  vicinity  who  can  make  such  a  project  a  prompt  suc- 
cess if  they  will  only  let  the  Lord  inspire  them  to  do  it. 

The  association  at  Paictucket  languished  out  of  life  about  a 
year  ago,  leaving  a  city  of  25,000  inhabitants  without  a  place  of 
free  Christian  entertainment  for  young  men.  As  a  result  of  our 
agent's  visit,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  for  a  resusci- 
tation of  what  was  formerly  a  good  working  association.  We 
hope  to  hear  a  favorable  report  of  progress.  At  WoontocJcet  there 
has  been  no  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  late  years.  One  was  formed  there 
several  years  ago,  but  it  only  lived  six  months.  An  effort  will 
be  made  by  the  State  Executive  Committee  to  organize  associa- 
tions here  and  at  Newport  in  time  for  representation  at  Lowell. 
Thus  there  is  a  fair  prospect  that,  at  our  annual  convention,  dele- 
gates will  be  present  from  the  six  largest  towns  or  cities  of 
Rhode  Island. 


A  GOOD  REPORT. 

The  following  report  of  the  Missionary  Committee  of  the 
Hamilton  T.  M.  C.  A.  for  December,  1871,  is  a  model  of  its  kind, 
ird  seems  so  suggestive  as  to  be  worth  printing  in  fall : 

"  Your  committee  gratefully  record  in  this  their  last  monthly 
report  of  another  year  that  the  Master  has  still  continued  to  look 
with  favor  upon  our  feeble  and  unworthy  efforts  for  the  advance- 
ment of  His  cause. 

"  Though  the  number  of  prisoners  in  the  jail  at  the  present 
time  is  large,  yet  in  no  former  season  has  the  attendance  at  our 
jail  Bible-classes  borne  a  larger  proportion  to  the  number  of 
inmates  than  during  the  last  few  weeks.  The  classes  have  been 
at  times  so  crowded  that  it  has  been  occasionally  found  difficult 
to  get  all  comfortably  seated  within  hearing  distance  of  the 
teachers,  and  never  has  there  been  greater  apparent  attention 
paid  to  the  instructions  delivered.  The  Bible  lesson  is  now  more 
irequently  varied  with  short  and  earnest  addresses,  or  with  the 
perasal  of  some  carefully  selected  tract,  and  statedly,  by  the  solemn 
reading  of  the  ten  commandment*,  without  note  or  comment,  as 
we  find  many  here  who  are  lamentably  Ignorant  of  even  the  let- 
ter of  these  divine  laws.  Several  who  have  been  lately  liberated 
after  longer  or  Bhorter  terms  of  confinement  have  stated  that 
they  have  received  deep  impressions  of  their  state  as  sinners  in 
God's  sight,  and  of  the  suitableness  of  God's  word  as  here 
brought  under  their  notice,  to  meet  their  need.  May  He  who 
never  yet  quenched  the  smoking  flax  bring  home  with  saving 
power  to  their  hearts  His  oirn  Word,  which  is  quick  and  power- 
ful for  the  conviction  and  conversion  of  those  who  by  faith  re- 
ceive it.  We  leave  the  cases  of  such  in  His  hands.  Four  week- 
ly meetings  have  been  held  during  the  month,  with  four  regular 
teachers. 

"  The  House  of  Refuge  has  still  been  regularly  visited  for  a 
Sabbath-morning  service,  conducted  iXfine  meetings,  by  three  of 
our  young  members,  besides  the  regular  afternoon  meeting,  con- 
ducted by  an  elderly  gentleman,  a  member  of  our  association, 
also,  who  has,  for  a  considerable  period,  made  this  his  field  of 
faithful  labor,  and  those  in  charge  of  this  institution  have  lately 
borne  public  testimony  through  the  press  to  the  value  of  these 
services.  Any  member  of  our  association  might  well  esteem  it 
an  honor  to  be  permitted  statedly  to  bring  the  glad  message  of 
salvation  to  the  poor  and  destitute  who  here  find  a  humble  home 
in  the  time  of  old  age  or  poverty ;  and  we  may  well  expect  that 
Ho  who  Himself  came  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor  will  not 
withhold'  His  blessing  from  those  who  seek  to  follow  in  His  foot- 
steps. 

"  The  Boys'  Home  has  not  been  neglected,  ami  the  Sabbath  af- 
ternoon meeting  here  has  been  conducted  on  the  five  Sabbaths  of 
December  by  four  members,  who  still  find  the  work  both  pleasant 
and  profitable.  There  are  in  oar  jail  at  present  one  or  two  little 
boys,  whose  sole  crime  is  the  want  of  a  home,  and  though  their 
dissolute  parents  will  provide  for  them  nothing  worthy  of  the 
name,  they  yet  claim  the  right  to  keep  their  children  with  them, 
and  refuse  to  resign  them  to  those  who  would  willingly  under- 
take their  training.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  have  these  little 
ones  at  once  transferred  to  the  Boys'  Home,  while  they  may  yet 
be  snatched  from  the  contaminations  of  vice,  and  prove  the  bless- 
ing which  such  institutions  are  calculated  to  confer  upon  the 
community. 

"  Of  our  Sabbath-evening  service  for  young  men,  the  perma- 
nent results  are  yet  to  be  made  manifest ;  but  already  several  in- 
teresting cases  have  come  under  our  notice,  where  the  invita'Jon 


extended  to  passers-by,  from  our  members  at  the  street-door,  has 
been  accepted  at  first  out  of  mere  curiosity,  but  where  the  attention 
of  the  hearer  has  been  aroused  to  the  consideration  of  his  eternal 
interests  by  the  plain,  simple,  yet  earnest  appeals  of  young  men 
of  his  own  class  and  age. 

>  "Several  of  these  persons  are  now  showing  a  sincere  anxiety 
about  the  welfare  of  their  immortal  souls,  are  regular  and  atten- 
tive hearers  at  our  meetings,  candidates  for  membership  in  our 
association,  and  stating  their  sincere  desire  to  walk  henceforth  in 
newness  of  life,  have  asked  for'  introductions  to  city  clergymen, 
from  whom  they  may  learn  the  way  of  life  more  fully. 

"Five  young  men  s  Sabbath-meetings  were  held  last  month,  in 
which  no  less  than  27  addresses  were  delivered  by  various  mem- 
bers, and  17  young  men  have  more  or  less  taken  part  in  conduct- 
ing the  services.  A  total  attendance  of  197  persons  constituted 
the  audiences  during  the  month,  and  a  spirit  of  special  solemnity 
marked  the  closing  meeting  of  the  year. 

"Boarding-house  meeting*  for  young  men  were  auspiciously 
commenced  on  the  18th  of  December — a  proposal  to  hold  such  a 
meeting  having  been  sent  to  a  large  establishment  in  the  city 
where  nearly  seventy  young  men  find  an  abode,  and  a  hearty 
response  having  been  immediately  received.  At  the  first  meeting 
seven  members  took  part  in  the  exercises,  and  forty  persons  in  all 
were  present.  Three  similar  meetings  were  held  in  two  board- 
ing-houses, conducted  by  ten  members,  with  a  total  attendance 
during  the  month  of  eighty-two  persons. 

"  These  gatherings  afford  a  capital  opportunity  for  bringing  the 
objects  of  our  association  before  those  who  as  yet  are  almost  ig- 
norant of  the  nature  of  such  organizations,  and  who  only  require 
to  be  brought  into  contact  with  its  members  in  pleasant  Chris- 
tian intercourse  to  be  made  to  feel  that  we  seek  their  present  and 
eternal  well-being.  A  cordial  invitation  to  our  rooms  is  given  at 
the  close  of  these  meetings. 

"  Your  committee  will  gladly  extend  their  sphere  of  labor  to 
other  boarding-houses  to  which  they  may  receive  an  invitation  to 
hold  a  weekly  meeting,  where  young  men  may  spend  an  evening 
hour  both  with  pleasure  and  profit. 

"The  Saturday -evening  prayer-meeting  has  each  week  been 
conducted  by  a  different  member,  and  the  interest  is  thus  extend- 
ed. Many  of  these  meetings  have  been  seasons  of  much  bless- 
ing to  those  who  statedly  attend,  and  special  requests  for  prayer 
have  been  made  personally  and  in  writing  from  very  unexpected 
quarters.  In  one  case  thanks  were  given  by  a  grateful  parent 
for  a  gracious  answer  to  believing,  earnest,  united  prayer,  re- 
quested in  his  behalf. 

"  We  again  heartily  press  upon  the  attention  of  our  members 
the  privilege  which  is  so  often  undervalued — thus  unitedly  to 
close  the  labors  of  the  week  at  the  footstool  of  our  Father's 
throne,  laying  before  Him  our  past  failures  in  duty,  and  seeking 
grace  to  help  us  for  the  future.  In  the  prayer-meeting  we  are 
assured  lies  the  true  secret  of  success  in  all  the  efforts  of  the  as- 
sociation, and  absence  therefrom  entails  the  loss  of  the  promised 
blessing. 

"  The  General  Secretary  has  entered  fully  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,  but  care  must  be  taken  that  chairmen  of  committees 
do  not  impose  upon  him  labor  which  rightly  falls  upon  them- 
selves. The  following  is  his  summary  of  work  at  the  rooms, 
which,  of  course,  is  exclusive  of  active  attendance  at  the  jail, 
House  of  Refuge,  and  Boys'  Home  meetings  : 

"  Situations  procured  In  December  for  14  applicants. 

"  Boarding-houses  procured  for  4  new-comers. 

"  Writing  materials  supplied  to  19  correspondents. 

"  Letters  written  to  friends  at  borne  for  18  strangers. 

"  Introductions  to  city  clergymen  given  to  4  persons  anxious 
for  religious  instruction  and  advice. 

"  Belief  in  money  and  means  to  seven  deserving  cases  of  dis- 
tress. 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. ' 


One  Flock,  if  not  one  Fold. — For  the  present  and  for  a 
long  while  to  come.  Christians  will  continue  to  enroll  themselves 
as  Episcopalians,  Methodists,  Baptists,  Congregationalists,  Luther. 
ans,  and  the  like.  This  we  cannot  prevent,  however  much  wo 
might  prefer  a  church  broad  enough,  and  catholic  enough,  and 
liberal  enough  to  include  all  these  varieties  in  one.  Let  us  rejoice 
in  the  belief  that  even  now  and  as  it  is,  they  constitute  but  one 
flock,  though  not  of  one  visible  fold. 

What  we  can  do  and  ought  is  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  charity  in 
judging  our  brethren,  and  endeavor  on  all  occasions  to  make  man- 
ifest and  set  forward  brotherly  kindness  among  all  who  profess 
and  call  themselves  Christians,  so  that  they  exhibit,  in  any 
degree,  the  fruits  of  the  spirit. 

As  the  world  goes,  and  the  Church  is  administered,  some  men 
are  more  at  home  here  and  others  there.  But  all  may  have  ihe 
blessed  hope  which  makes  not  ashamed,  possess  the  true  riches, 
"  lay  hold  on  eternal  life  "  for  themselves,  and.  do  all  that  they 
can  to  hold  forth  the  Gospel  torch  to  light  the  way  of  others.— 
Proieitant  Churchman. 
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ANNIVERSARIES. 

New-York. — The  only  good  report  of  the  anniversary  meet- 
ing of  this  Y.  M.  C.  A.  (held  January  29th)  which  we  have  seen 
is  that  of  the  New-York  Daily  Witness.    We  quote : 

"  Association  Hall  was  last  evening  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity 
with  an  appreciative  audience,  assembled  to  participate  in  the 
exercises  of  the  nineteenth  anniversary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  The  opening  exercises  consisted  of  sing. 
ing.  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer,  and  the  President,  Mor- 
ris K.  Jesup,  Esq.,  briefly  referred  to  the  material  prosperity  of 
the  institution,  no  written  ».nnrm.1  report  being  presented.  He 
represented  the  machinery  of  the  association  to  be  in  good  work- 
ing order.  The  educational  classes — French,  German,  Spanish, 
book-keeping,  music,  and  writing — were  never  more  successful 
and  efficient  than  during  the  past  year.  He  sometimes  feared 
that  their  material  prosperity  might  prove  to  them  a  snare.  They 
had  provided  the  building  with  an  elevator  and  some  other  im- 
provements at  a  cost  of  $18,000 ;  for  this  a  debt  of  $12,000  had 
been  contracted.  Because  they  had  that  building  and  an  income, 
he  hoped  that  the  friends  who  had  hitherto  so  generously  aided 
them  would  not  think  that  they  were  no  longer  in  need  of  a 
helping  hand ;  the  beneficence  of  friends  is  needed  now  as  much 
as  at  any  previous  time.  In  conclusion,  he  spoke  of  the  noble 
and  generous  efforts  of  the  late  President,  William  E.  Dodge,  Jr., 
in  behalf  of  the  association ;  feeble  health  was  the  cause  of  his 
retirement,  which,  it  is  hoped  and  believed,  will  be  only  tempo- 
rary, and  that,  in  the  coarse  of  a  year,  ho  will  be  able  to  resume 
his  former  position. 

"  The  President  then  introduced  as  the  first  speaker  the  Rev. 
George  H.  Hepworth,  who  spoke  in  substance  as  follows  :  My  heart 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  cause  represented  by  this  audience.  It 
is  a  curious  fact  that  spiritual  things  are  of  a  slow  growth.  Fifty 
generations  have  gone  by,  yet  the  real  spirit  of  Christianity  is 
not  yet  understood.  Ho  took  a  comparative  glance  at  the  past 
and  the  present,  and  said  the  Christianity  of  to-day  is  the  Chris- 
tianity of  prevention.  It  is  the  power  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
central  head.  This  institution  is  the  embodiment  of  the  most 
advanced  Christianity  of  the  world.  To-night  one  hundred  thou- 
sand fathers  and  mothers,  in  their  country  homes,  are  sending  up 
their  prayers  for  a  blessing  on  this  association,  because  of  your 
labors  in  behalf  of  their  boys.  This  building  is  a  mother's 
praters  crystallized  into  stone.  With  all  the  civilization  of  these 
eighteen  centuries  since  Jesus  walked  the  earth,  we  are 
only  reaching  up  yet  to  touch  the  very  outermost  ham  of  His 
garment.  We  see  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  just  as  we  see  the 
sun  of  our  system  when  nearly  eclipsed,  and  the  small  segment 
seen  is  too  bright  for  our  eyes.  What  then  must  His  full  glory 
be  when  all  our  imperfect  systems  of  Christianity  are  fused  into 
one  full-orbed  system? 

"  The  next  speaker  was  Dr.  Henry  Martyn  Scudder,  of  Brooklyn. 
His  illustrations  were  remarkably  successful.  He  said  this  was 
the  age  of  temptations,  and  young  men  were  particularly  ex- 
posed to  them ;  he  would,  therefore,  nave  a  talk  with  them  about 
temptation,  and  his  first  advice  would  be  to  give  it  as  wide  a 
berth  as  possible.  If  there's  a  bad  neighborhood  or  a  malarious 
swamp,  you  don't  want  to  build  your  house  there,  but  as  far 
away  as  you  can.  If  there's  a  lion  in  one  street,  go  by  another. 
There  are  canons  in  California  where  the  water  comes  down  in 
resistless  torrents  in  the  rainy  season,  and  though  they  are  cov- 
ered with  flowers  in  the  dry  season,  no  one  builds  his  house 
among  those  flowers.  So  should  it  be  with  spiritual  dangers — 
avoid  them  as  far  as  possible.  2d.  In  order  to  do  this,  keep  your 
wits  about  you,  and  your  eyes  open.  There  are  a  great  many 
vessels  constantly  passing  along  the  East  River,  at  the  Fulton 
Ferry,  and  there  are  continually  large  ferry-boats  crossing  which 
threaten  to  swamp  them,  but  no  collision  occurs.  Why  T  Be- 
cause up  on  the  hurricane-deck  there  is  a  man  in  a  glass  house 
who  watches  every  vessel,  and  calculates  its  speed,  and  knows 
the  currents  and  tides,  and  rings  a  bell  for  the  engineer  to  go 
slow,  or  to  stop,  or  to  go  on,  as  the  case  may  be.  But  for  that 
man,  with  his  eyes  and  wits  about  him,  the  boat  would  be  con- 
tinually running  into  mischief.  A  ship  coming  into  San  Fran- 
cisco Bay  has  to  pass  through  the  Golden  Gate,  and  the  fog  is  of- 
ten too  thick  to  see  the  land ;  but  a  fog- whistle  is  blowing  on 
Point  Lobos,  and  a  fog-bell  is  ringing  on  Point  Bonita ;  the  mas- 
ter listens  attentively  to  these,  and  steers  safely,  by  the  ear, 
through  the  passage  between  them.  The  Lord  has  His  fog-whis- 
tles and  fog-bells,  all  the  way  through  life,  to  warn  us  off  rocks 
and  breakers.  Listen  to  them.  My  third  advice  would  be, 
guard  the  weak  spot.  All  men,  however  strong,  have*  weak 
spot,  like  the  rhinoceros,  which,  though  plated  like  a  monitor, 
was  vulnerable  to  a  spear  thrust  below  the  plates.  Satan  was 
not  such  a  fool  as  to  attack  the  strong  defences ;  he  Would  be 
sure  to  thrust  at  the  vulnerable  points.  Some,  indeed,  think  they 
have  no  weak  place ;  and  such  people  were  right,  for  they  were 
weak  all  over,  and  no  part,  therefore,  could  be  called  weak  in  par- 


ticular. The  polar  bear  has  a  weakness,  which  is  for  blubber,  and 
the  whalers,  knowing  tbis,  coil  a  piece  of  whalebone  like  a 
watch-spring,  wrap  it  in  blubber,  and  freeze  it ;  they  then  drop 
the  tempting  morsel  in  the  way  of  a  bear,  who  swallows  it  greed- 
ily ;  but  as  soon  as  the  blabber  melts  in  his  stomach,  the  whale- 
bone springs  out.  The  bear  then  tolls  over  in  agony,  sad  the 
sailors  come  up  and  kill  him.  Thus  is  it  when  men  yield  to  an 
early  besetting  sin,  it  will  cut  them  asunder. 

"  My  last-advice  would  be,  If  you  must  fight,  do  it  with  a  will ; 
resist  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee  from  you ;  crush  out  the  tempta- 
tion with  one  strong  volition.  He  could  not  illustrate  this  better 
than  by  the  example  of  the  deer  and  the  rattlesnake.  When  a 
deer  sees  a  rattlesnake,  he  jumps  up  six  or  eight  feet  in  the  air, 
puts  his  four  hoofs  together,  and  comes  down  with  tremendous 
force  on  the  snake,  killing  it  at  the  first  stamp.  He  knows  that " 
it  will  not  do  to  have  a  combat  with  it,  or  even  to  toss  it  with  his 
horns ;  he  must  stamp  it  out  at  once.  And  so  it  should  be  with  a 
temptation,  crush  it  at  once  and  have  peace. 

"  The  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  Jr.,  was  the  last  speaker.  He 
gave  as  a  sentiment  with  which  the  meeting  should  close, '  Be 
strong  in  the  Lord.'  He  also  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  physi- 
cal development,  and  said  that  covetousness  and  competition  are 
the  upper  and  nether  millstones  that  crush  our  young  men. 
Witness  the  number  of  such  under  thirty  years  of  age  in  our  in- 
sane asylums  and  hospitals  for  nervous  diseases.  He  contrasted 
the  appearance  of  the  young  men  of  this  country  with  those  'who 
come  hither  from  Germany  and  England.  We  imitate  them  in 
their  cravats  and  hats — in  almost  everything  but  their  good 
health.  In  New- York,  the  young  man  in  society  goes  to  bed  at 
three  o'clock  A.M.,  and  must  be  at  business  at  eight  o'clock. 
Speaking  of  illustrated  papers  of  bad  character,  he  said  that 
more  are  sold  in  this  city  in  one  week  than  of  good  papers  circu- 
lated by  the  Tract  Society  in  a  year. 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  this  address,  the  meeting  closed  by  sing- 
ing the  doxology."  

Philadelphia.— Thin  active  and  flourishing  Y.  M.  C.  A  had 
its  anniversary  on  January  80th,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  which 
was  filled  with  an  intelligent  and  appreciative  audience.  We 
find  the  following  report  in  the  PubHe  Ledger  : 

"  Mr.  John  Wanamaker,  President  of  the  association,  presided. 

"The  exercians  were  opened  by  the  singing  of  the  hymn, 
'  Christ  for  the  world  we  sing,'  succeeded  by  the  reading  of  se- 
lections from  the  Scriptures,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  R.  D.  Harper, 
D.D. 

"  Mr.  John  Wanamaker  made  a  brief  introductory  address, 
giving  a  summary  of  the  doings  of  the  association. 

"  The  seventeenth  annual  report  submitted  embraces  a  period 
of  fifteen  months,  from  October  1st,  1870,  to  December  31st,  1871. 
It  states '  that  a  new  register  of  membership  had  recently  been 
opened,  from  which  we  have  omitted  over  five  hundred  names  ot 
those  who,  from  change  of  residence,  we  have  been  unable  to 
reach,  leaving  our  number  at  the  close  of  the  year  as  follows: 
Active  (church-members),  1234  ;  associate  (not  church-members), 
1074 ;  life' and  sustaining  members,  426— total,  2734' 

"  The  report  also  states  that  the  '  Women's  Christian  A  ««<•!» 
tion  of  Philadelphia,'  started  over  a  year  ago,  has  been  wonder- 
fully successful  in  every  branch  of  its  work.  Early  in  the  year, 
says  the  report, '  our  association  assumed  the  direction  of  another 
important  enterprise,  "  The  Young  Men's  Home,"  and  with  funds 
transferred  for  the  purpose  the  building  at  211  South  Twellth- 
street  was  purchased.  It  was  publicly  opened  on  May  23d  last, 
prominent  clergymen  and  laymen  taking  part  in  the  exercises, 
and  crowds  of  our  best  citizens  encouraging  the  movement  with 
their  presence.  Donations  were  promptly  made  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  furnishing,  and  the  house  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion ever  since.  It  is  designed  to  furnish  a  comfortable  Christian 
home  to  young  men,  strangers  in  the  city,  and  others.  A  Bible- 
class  has  been  organized,  and  family  worship  is  conducted  by 
members  of  the  association.' 

"  Branch  reading-rooms  have  been  opened  at  3938  Market- 
street,  and  in  the  hall,  Sixteenth-street,  above  Vine.  The  reading- 
room  of  the  association,  on  Chestnut-street,  is  crowded  daily  by 
visitors,  and  the  library  is  supplied  with  all  new  publication* 
suitable  to  the  readers.  The  hall  is  occupied  on  Monday  even- 
ings by  the  lyceum,  Thursday  evenings  the  Bible  study  of  the 
association,  Friday  evening  scientific  lectures,  and  on  Saturday 
young  men's  prayer-meeting.  Classes  for  instruction  in  elocution 
and  German  are  continued.  A  register  of  reliable  boarding- 
houses  is  kept  for  young  men.  The  open-air  meetings  during 
the  summer  and  fall  months  have  been  as  successful  as  in  former 
years.    The  report  closes  as  follows : 

"  '  An  appeal  to  obtain  a  subscription  of  $15,000,  principally  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  new  enterprises  of  the  association,  mi 
started  early  in  the  year,  and  successfully  accomplished  in  about 
four  months.    This  prompt  response  gives  us  much  encourage- 
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ment  in  the  appeal  we  are  about  to  make  for  large  and  commo- 
dious buildings,  commensurate  with  our  wants,  for  our  present 
building,  altered  from  a  dwelling-house,  falls  far  short  of  meet- 
ing our  necessities ;  and,  with  a  vast  field  of  work  open  before 
us,  can  we  doubt  that  our  liberal-minded  citizens  will  help  us  ? 
Millions  of  dollars  are  spent  annually  to  attract  the  young 
in  the  pleasures  of  sin.  Intemperance  and  vice  in  every  form  fur- 
nish their  attractions  all  around  us,  and  many  of  the  noblest  and 
most  promising  fall  victims.  With  increased  influences  and 
more  extended  opportunities  for  good,  eternity  alone  can  tell  the 

Slorious  results  of  our  honored  work  in  the  cause  of  our  blessed 
laster.' 

"  Mr.  L.  P.  Rowland,  Corresponding '  Secretary  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Boston,  was  then  introduced,  and 
addressed  the  assemblage,  saying  that  this  association  was  meant 
to  work,  not  to  make  display.  The  world  does  not  read  the  Bible 
much,  but  it  reads  us  Christians  a  great  deal,  and  it  should  be 
shown  that  we  are  consistent ;  that  when  we  say,  we  '  love  our 
neighbors  as  ourselves,'  that  we  live  up  to  it.  He  then  referred 
to  the  many  and  strong  temptations  held  out  to  young  men  to 
leave  the  paths  of  rectitude  and  virtue,  and  it  was  to  save  them 
that  these  associations  were  organized.  He  then  gave  several  il- 
lustrations of  the  good  that  was  quietly  being  accomplished  by 
these  associations,  and  the  methods  adopted  to  secure  this  result. 

"  '  Stand  up,  stand  up  for  Jesus,'  was  then  sung,  and  at  its  con- 
clusion Mr.  George. H.  Stuart  introduced  IT.  S.  Senator  Henry 
Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  received  with  applause.  Mr. 
Wilson  said  he  felt  his  heart  swelling  within  him  with  gratitude 
to  God  that  the  young  men  of  Philadelphia  were  doing  so  much 
for  Christianity. 

"  In  this  wonderful  age  of  discovery,  the  human  heart,  imbued 
with  the  love  of  our  Great  Master,  will  work  out  great  results 
for  our  common  humanity.  We  have  great  institutions  of  learn- 
ing and  education  for  the  carrying  forward  of  civilization  and 
Christianity,  but  among  them  all  he  knew  none  on  which  greater 
hope  and  expectations  rested  than  on  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations.  They  have  a  great  work  to  perform.  In  this 
country,  the  hope  of  the  world,  we  have  four  millions  of  a  race 
trodden  down  and  made  almost  brutes.  We  gave  them  freedom 
and  the  ballot,  and  as  Christians  we  should  do  all  that  we  can  to 
lilt  them,  and  educate  and  advance  them. 

"  The  aborigines  we  have  for  two  centuries  driven  from  one 
refuge  to  another,  but  to-day  we  are  endeavoring  to  advance 
them,  and  the  thanks  of  the  nation  will  be  given  to  those  sup- 
porting the  movement.  The  young  men,  during  four  years  ol 
blood,  proved  that  they  loved  this  country,  but  it  will  take  all 
the  principles  laid  dowa  in  the  word  of  God  to  purify  and  lift  up 
this  country  to  the  place  she  should  occupy.  To  accomplish  this 
we  must  not  only  act  up  to  them  ourselves,  but  din  them  into  the 
ears  of  every  one  in  the  country.  He  was  glad  to  find  from  the 
annual  report  that  the  association  was  grappling  with  the  giant 
evil  of  the  country — drunkenness — and  he  thanked  the  associa- 
tion for  these  efforts,  and  wished  that  all  the  ministers  in  the 
land  were  temperance  lecturers,  and  every  church  a  temperance 
organization.  It  was  demanded  of  every  Christian  man  and 
woman  in  the  land  to  do  all  that  they  could  in  so  great  a  cause. 
He  appealed  to  all  present  to  sustain  the  association  and  its 
efforts  in  the  temperance  cause,  and  thus  secure  the  blessing  of 
God. 

"  An  address  was  also  delivered  by  Rev.  Daniel  March,  D.D., 
and,  after  singing  the  doxology  and  receiving  a  benediction,  the 
assemblage  dispersed."       

Montreal.— The  twentieth  anniversary  of  this  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
(the  first  established  in  America)  was  held  on  January  22d.  The 
President  of  the  association,  T.  J.  Claxton,  Esq.,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  conducted  the  services.  On  the  platform,  besides,  were 
the  Rev.  Drs.  Taylor,  Wilkes,  and  Burns,  Canons  Baldwin  and 
Bancroft,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Darmichael,  Chapman,  Wells,  Potts, 
Hunter,  Campbell,  Lang,  Thornton,  Black,  Gibson,  Gordon,  Pitch- 
er, Denovan,  etc.,  and  the  Hon.  James  Ferrier. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  singing  the  coronation  hymn, "  All 
hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name,"  followed  by  the  reading  of  the 
145th  psalm,  and  prayer  by  the  Rev.  B.  M.  Thornton. 

The  President  said  that  no  formal  report  would  be  read,  but 
that  the  same  had  been  printed  and  distributed  to  the  meeting. 
A  little  over  twenty  years  ago,  a  few  young  men  gathered  in  the 
basement  of  the  St.  Helen-street  Baptist  church,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  formation  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  result  was  the 
organization  of  the  association  whose  twentieth  anniversary  was 
now  being  held.  This  was  the  first  one  established  in  America. 
Since  that  date  the  growth  of  associations  has  been  rapid,  and 
there  are  now  no  less  than  a  thousand  in  America,  with  a  mem- 


bership of  150,000  young  men,  organised'  upon  one  common 
basis,  reporting  to  one  centre,  and  having  over  two  millions  of 
dollars  invested  in  buildings  or  funds  for  the  same. 

The  Montreal  association  has  616  members,  and  the  abstract 
given  shows  a  very  large  amount  of  work  performed  through 
their  efforts.  He  then  referred  to  the  steps  thus  far  taken  toward 
the  new  building  enterprise,  which  was  now  so  far  advanced  as 
to  warrant  the  statement  that  its  erection  would  be  commenced  in 
May  next.  The  plan  had  been  partially  decided  upon,  and  he 
had  faith  to  believe  that  the  last  dollar  required  would  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  Christian  public  of  Montreal.  He  gave  the  fol- 
lowing important  facts  to  show  the  necessity  existing  for  such  a 
building.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  over  8000  Protestant 
young  men  in  the  city,  of  which  number  over  5000  are  living 
in  boarding-houses.  The  uncomfortable  nature  of  many  of  these 
houses  render  them  anything  but  pleasant  places  in  which  to  spend 
an  evening.  The  young  man  is,  therefore,  led  to  seek,pleasure  in 
other  ways.  There  are  over  400  licensed  liquor-saloons,  in  addi- 
tion to  which  411  licensed  grocers,  and  a  number  of  unlicensed 
houses,  and  houses  of  ill-fame,  are  constantly  offering  induce- 
ments and  temptations  to  wander  in  forbidden  and  unholy  paths. 
Craig-street  alone  has  about  35  liquor-saloons  between  Viger 
Square  and  St.  Antoine-street. 

To  counteract  these  influences,  there  is  but  one  place  where,  at 
all  hours,  a  young  man  is  made  welcome  to  sit  and  read,  or  in 
other  ways  spend  a  pleasant  evening,  and  where  he  will  find 
comfortably  heated  and  carpeted  rooms,  in  which  to  pass  a  few 
hours,  free  of  all  expense  or  charge  whatever,  such  as  the  asso- 
ciation reading-rooms,  which  are  open  from  eight  o'clock  A.M.  to 
ten  o'clock  P.M.,  and  to  this  place  about  40,000  visits  have  been 
made  during  the  year,  or  an  average  of  about  120  per  day.  The 
usefulness  of  the  association  will  be  greatly  increased  by  the 
new  building,  and  the  funds  required  for  its  erection  will,  with- 
out doubt,  be  forthcoming. 

The  report  states  that  the  membership  at  present  consists  of 
341  active,  225  associate,  89  honorary,  and  11  life — total,  616  mem- 
bers. The  rooms  are  very  comfortable,  and  are  daily  visited  by 
about  120  young  men,  the  majority  of  whom  are  those  who  have 
no  other  opportunity  of  reading  and  studying. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  association  have  been  remarkably 
well  sustained,  and  several  young  men  have  testified  to  the  bene- 
fit received  by  them  while  attending  the  same.  These  meetings 
have  been  addressed  by  the  ministers  of  the  city,  and  by  other 
friends.  The  Saturday  evening  prayer-meeting  for  young  men 
has  also  been  sustained,  although  the  attendance  has  not  been  so 
large. 

The  directors  of  the  association  have  succeeded  in  securing 
possession  of  the  site  purchased  by  them,  and  the  work  of  pre- 
paring plans,  etc.,  has  so  far  progressed  as  to  warrant  the  asser- 
tion that  the  building  will  be  proceeded  with  during  the  spring 
of  1872. 

Interesting  addresses  were  delivered  by  Archdeacon  Bond 
whose  subject  was  "  Nehemiah,  an  Example  to  Young  Men ;" 
Rev.  C.  Chapman,  who  dwelt  upon  the  influence  of  our  young 
men  on  the  future  of  this  country ;  Rev.  G.  Wells,  on  the  influ- 
ence of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  on  our  churches ;  and  Rev.  Mr.  Potts,  on  the 
responsibilities  and  duties  of  young  men.  The  Montreal  Wittiest, 
from  which  we  quote,  devoted  nearly  two  columns  of  its  issue  of 
January  23d  to  a  report  of  the  meeting,  which  was  in  all  respects 
successful  and  profitable.  ^^^^^^^ 

Lowell,  Mam. — The  fifth  anniversary  of  this  association 
was  held  on  January  28th,  in  Huntington  Hall.  After  an  open, 
ing  address  by  the  President,  C.  W.  Sleeper,  a  report  was  read  by 
the  Secretary,  George  E.  Lovejoy,  which  was  full  of  encourage- 
ment.   We  gladly  make  room  for  some  extracts : 

"  The  devotional  work,  being  the  first  and  most  important  de- 
manding attention,  has  been  carried  on  with  the  usual  ardor  and 
assiduity.  The  daily  morning  prayer-meeting  in  the  reading- 
room  has  been  sustained  with  varied  interest  throughout  the 
year.    Those  who  have  visited  it  have  testified  that  the  seasons 
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there  enjoyed  have  been  precious  to  their  souls.  The  Sabbath 
morning  prayer-meeting  has  been,  since  the  formation  of  the  as- 
sociation, the  largest  and  most  interesting  of  any  held  in  the 
ro.'ims.  And  these  occasions  have  been,  to  many  who  have  come 
within  their  influence,  the  glad  hour  when  they  have  cut  loose 
from  the  world,  and  stood  boldlv  forth  for  Christ.  For  the  past 
six  months  this  meeting  has  been  prefaced  with  a  praise-meeting, 
conducted  by  Mr.  George  F.  Willey,  to  whom  the  association  is 
much  indebted.  District  prayer-meeting*  have  been  held  on  Sab- 
bath evenings  in  several  of  the  towns  around  Lowell,  including 
East  Dracut,  New-Boston,  Tewksbury,  Middlesex.  North  Biller- 
ica,  and  Burlington.  On  Monday  evenings,  meetings  have  been 
held  on  the  Hamilton,  Merrimack,  Boott,  Massachusetts,  and  Suf- 
folk Corporations,  and  good  results  have  followed  these  efforts. 
On  nearly  all  of  these  corporations  during  the  year  some  of  those 
who  requested  prayers  in  their  behalf  have  afterward  given  good 
evidences  of  conversion.  Open-air  services  were  held  during  the 
summer  on  the  South  Common,  and  in  front  of  the  Merrimack 
corporation,  on  Dutton-street.  During  the  week  in  which  the 
New-Eagland  fair  was  held,  four  meetings  were  sustained  by  the 
association  daily — one  in  the  open  air,  and  three  in  the  rooms. 
The  Bible-class,  held  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  has  been  very  profit- 
able, an  increased  attendance  and  interest  being  shown  the  latter 
part  of  the  year. 

"  The  association  forwarded  to  the  sufferers  from  the  Chicago 
and  Michigan  fires  fifteen  cases  and  five  barrels  of  clothing  and 
bedding,  valued  at  $3090 ;  also  to  Mr.  Frank  R.  Allen,  agent  of 
the  Relief  Committee,  Chicago  Y.  M.C.  A.,  $571.64  ;  and  to  suffsr- 
ers  in  Michigan,  through  Relief  Committee  of  Detroit  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
$421.36.  All  of  these  donations,  both  money  and  clothing,  have 
been  received  by  the  parties  to  whom  they  were  sent,  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged.  The  Young  Women's  Christian  Associa- 
tion nobly  assisted  in  the  charitable  work — some  of  the  members 
plying  their  needles  for  many  days  to  make  garments. 

"  There  has  been  no  financial  embarrassment  during  the  year. 
According  to  the  treasurer's  report,  there  has  been  received  (in 
addition  to  over  $2000  from  the  committee  of  the  fair  late  in  the 
year  1870)  $2867.30,  and  there  has  been  expended  $2327.45— 
leaving  a  balance  of  $39.85." 

The  report  also  refers  to  good  work  done  in  tract  distribution, 
visitation  of  the  sick,  procurement  of  situations  for  the  unem- 
ployed, increased  attractions  in  the  reading-room  and  library,  and 
efforts  in  the  direction  of  lectures  and  readings.  Reference  is 
also  made  to  the  coming  of  the  International  Convention  next 
summer — an  event  which  our  members  at  Lowell  anticipate  with 
evident  delight. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Governor  Washburn,  and  addresses 
were  delivered  by  Rev.  Smith  Baker  and  Rev.  S.  F.  Upham. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  appropriate  place  to  say  that  Lowell 
is  likely  to  prove  the  most  fruitful  field  into  which  any  of  our 
great  conventions  has  entered,  and  too  much  preparation  can 
scarcely  be  made  by  all  our  associations  toward  making  fully  ef- 
fective the  gracious  blessing  which,  through  their  instrumental- 
ity, we  believe  God  has  in  store  for  this  great  manufacturing  cen- 
tre. The  Master  has  many  faithful  "  operatives"  here ;  but,  after 
the  convention  shall  have  been  held,  we  trust  He  will  have  many, 
many  more. 


Slotving  Up, — Let  us  make  activity  the  prevailing  charac 
teristic  of  our  life ;  but  it  is  a  good  idea  once  in  a  while  to  bring 
everything  to  a  fall  stop,  and  then  let  there  be  self-contemplation. 
None  of  us  believes  in  morbid  self-examination,  in  the  introspec- 
tion that  is  microscopic.  Still  it  remains  good  that  a  Christian 
may  with  profit  now  and  then  ask  himself  just  how  it  is  with  his 
soul.  The  glory  of  the  age  makes  one  of  its  dangers.  Amid  the 
great  stir  of  this  outward  activity,  we  may  become  averse  to  the 
hour  of  meditation.  Let  it  come  though ;  its  stillness,  its  soli- 
tude its  few  plain,  heart-searching  questions.  We  may  be  sur- 
prised to  find  some  flaw  where  we  little  suspected  it. 

The  hours  for  meditation  may  not  seem  so  attractive.  Self-con- 
templation does  not  look  so  interesting  as  self-sacrifice.  There  is 
something  so  full  of  dash  and  stir  to  a  train  of  cars  in  motion, 
thundering  down  through  the  valleys,  sending  the  echoes  flying 
over  the  hill-tops.  There  is  nothing  very  romantic  about  the 
train  at  rest,  a  few  boxcars  succeeding  one  another,  the  engine 
lazily  rolling  its  smoke  aloft,  the  workman  going  from  wheel  to 
wheel,  and  breaking  the  stillness  with  the  clang  of  his  hammer. 
But  the  swiftly  gliding  train  may  be  running  with  a  dangerous 
flaw  in  its  wheels,  exposing  it  to  sad  and  swift  disaster. 

Ah !  Christian  worker,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  "  brake-up  "  now  and 
then,  let  the  train  come  to  a  full  stop,  and  then  strike  the  wheels. 
— Christian  Banner. 
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Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  welcome: 

1.  New  features  In  the  work. 

2.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  Incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

1.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  sebJerei 
fST"  Communications  should  reach  oar  office  before  the  middle  of  the  meat! 
in  order  to  secure  prompt  insertion. 


St.  John,  K.  JB. — An  association  building  within  the 
present  year  is  announced.  Over  ten  thousand  dollars  have  bean 
subscribed,  chiefly  by  the  devoted  band  of  active,  but  not  wealth; 
young  men  who  have  been  doing  good  and  noble  work  the  put 
few  years  In  that  city.  Of  course  their  richer  fellow-citizens  ire 
now  ready  to  come  forward  with  gifts.  An  admirably  locate! 
lot  (50  by  90  feet)  has  been  secured ;  plans  for  &  building,  contain- 
ing reading-room,  gymnasium,  baths,  class-rooms,  a  hall  seating 
nine  hundred  people,  etc.,  etc.,  have  been  submitted,  and  soon  the 
day  for  breaking  ground  is  to  be  fixed  upon.  The  total  cost  will 
be  about  $30,000. 

The  Sunday-night  meetings  at  the  rooms  are  crowded.  Toes- 
day  evenings  agreeable  entertainments  are  given.  The  Thursdir 
meeting  and  the  Bible-class  on  Sunday  are  well  sustained.  The 
Relief  Committee  do  good  service  to  the  city,  not  only  in  caring 
for  the  destitute,  but  in  distinguishing  with  judgment  and  sagacity 
those  who  are  deserving  objects  of  charity.  The  reading-room  ij 
open  day  and  evening. 

Very  wisely,  efforts  were  made  a  few  months  ago  to  secure  some 
competent  person  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  work,  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Thomson  is  now  efficiently  occupying  that  position.  The 
association  is  thoroughly  alive,  and  is  entering  on  a  wider  field  <i 
usefulness. 


New-Albany,  Ind. — The  young  men  of  New-Albany  coa- 
menced  the  organization  of  their  Christian  Association  in  August, 
and  they  went  into  the  work  with  singular  enthusiasm.  They  al- 
ready have  a  large  and  attractive  hall,  beautifully  and  comfort! 
bly  furnished  as  a  reading-room  for  both  sexes.  They  have  a  verj 
respectable  library  of  excellent  books,  selected  with  good  jndg. 
ment.  They  have  subscribed  for  and  are  receiving  over  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  periodicals  of  all  kinds,  and  have  subscribed 
for  all  the  leading  English  magazines  and  reviews,  and  already. 
receive  the  best  of  the  American  literary,  scientific,  and  religion 
magazines.  This  is  the  work  accomplished  in  about  six  months. 
Who  will  say  that  it  is  not  honorable  to  the  young  men  of  Set- 
Albany  ?  But  this  is  not  all.  The  hall  has  been  enlarged,  bob 
fixtures  added,  and  extensive  arrangements  made  for  the  in- 
creased usefulness  of  the  association. 

The  funds  for  this  enterprise  were  contributed  by  the  citizen 
of  New-Albany,  many  of  whom  have  made  annual  subscription! 
in  liberal  amounts  to  secure  the  future  permanency  of  the  organ- 
ization. The  young  men  connected  with  the  association  make  H 
their  special  work  to  aid  the  poor,  find  employment  for  the  wor- 
thy, and  redeem  from  error  those  young  men  and  boys,  as  well « 
old  men,  who  have  fallen  Into  the  vices  of  the  day.  They  hold 
religious  services  at  stated  times  in  the  form  of  prayer-meetings, 
and  aid  In  all  the  enterprises  of  the  churches  and  Sunday-schools. 

Oermantown,  Pa.— The  young  association  is  asserting  if 
right  to  live  in  right  manly  style.  At  the  monthly  meeting,  held 
January  16th,  a  project  for  a  new  building  was  presented  and 
acted  upon.  The  charter  of  the  association  authorizes  the  pur- 
chase of  real  estate,  and  the  issue  of  certificates  of  indebtedness  bj 
the  association  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  its  improved  value. 
The  association  proposes,  therefore,  to  issue  seventy-five  thooeud 
dollars'  worth  of  such  certificates  of  indebtedness,  in  sums  as  low 
as  ten  dollars  each,  secured  to  the  extent  of  their  par  value  by 
the  real  estate  of  the  assodafe  by  < 
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This  building  will  be  an  ornament  to  ihe  neighborhood,  and 
will  contain,  besides  the  hall,  a  number  of  stores,  a  gymnasium,  a 
reading  room  and  library,  and  a  number  of  class  and  instruction 
rooms.  It  is  hoped  that  within  its  walls  will  be  concentrated  all 
such  efforts  for  the  good  of  the  residents  of  Germantown  and  vicin- 
ity as  the  "  Women's  Christian  Association,"  the  "  Sunday-school 
Union,"  the  "  Employment  Society,"  and  the  "  Germantown  Libra- 
ry." Plans  were  exhibited,  and  addresses  made  by  clergymen 
and  others.  We  hope  to  hear  that  our  Germantown  members 
have  succeeded  in  their  praiseworthy  efforts. 

Cleveland,  O. — Mr.  Sheaff  sends  us  some  encouraging 
words  from  this  Y.  M.  C.  A.  sDuring  January,  the  daily  attend- 
ance at  the  noon-day  prayer-meeting  averaged  80  persons.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  Sunday-afternoon  service  was  156  ;  at 
the  Saturday-evening  prayer-meeting,  100 ;  at  the  Bible-class,  48. 
The  number  registered  as  visiting  the  rooms  was  1192,  and  the 
total  number  of  those  reached  by  means  of  the  rooms  and  the 
meetings  was  4785.  Besides  this  home  work,  the  association  sent 
out  during  the  month  18  delegations  of  members  to  conduct  re- 
ligious services  at  neighborhood  meetings,  thus  reaching  3000 
more,  many  of  whom  have  been  led  to  Christ.  In  the  cottage 
prayer-meetings,  in  the  jail,  and  in  the  hospital  the  work  has 
been  blessed.  Two  inmates  of  the  hospital  have  been  converted ; 
and  even  among  the  poor  and  insane,  in  the  infirmary,  an  atten- 
tive audience  is  frequently  gathered  to  listen  to  the  comforting 
words  of  Jesus.  So  true  is  it  that  God  blesses  true,  earnest, 
faithful  labor  anywhere !  A  branch  has  been  established  at  the 
Union  Passenger  Depot,  where  a  fine,  large  room,  40  by  50  feet, 
has  been  fitted  up  by  the  railway  companies  as  a  reading-room 
and  place  of  holding  a  mission  Sunday-school  and  a  -chapel  ser- 
vice. This  enterprise  will  be  known  as  the  Railroad  Mission 
Branch  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.  of  Cleveland.  God  is  doing  a  good 
work  among  the  railroad-men  of  that  city,  and  our  members 
have  a  door  wide  open  before  them.      _T 

New-Orleans,  La.— This  T.  M.  C.  A.  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing on  February  6th.  The  association  was  organized  a  year  ago 
this  month,  and  now  has  nearly  400  members.  During  the 
year  the  sum  of  $3851  has  been  expended,  and  all  debts  have 
been  paid.  It  occupies  the  rooms  formerly  used  by  the  associa- 
tion which  existed  in  New-Orleans  some  years  ago.  Since  the 
rooms  were  opened  they  have  been  visited  by  25,000  persons,  and 
the  reading-room  is  reported  to  be  the  best  in  the  country  south 
of  St.  Louis.  Its  tables  are  furnished  with  288  papers  and  pe- 
riodicals, domestic  and  foreign.  The  library  contains  1064  vol- 
umes, representing  nearly  every  department  of  literature.  Lib- 
eral donations  of  books  have  been  received  during  the  year. 
The  association  has  sustained  a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  a  Sab- 
bath service  in  the  Work-house,  has  organized  a  Sunday-school  at 
the  Boys'  House  of  Refuge,  performed  some  good  work  in  jail 
visitation,  and  during  the  crevasse  troubles  organized  and  car- 
ried out  a  system  of  relief  which  attracted  general  admiration. 
In  truth,  the  first  year's  efforts  of  the  association  have  been  re- 
markably successful.  Already  the  building  question  is  mooted, 
and  in  proportion  as  the  activity  of  our  members  makes  itself  felt 
will  the  people  of  New-Orleans  see  their  own  interest  in  provid- 
ing the  funds.  The  officers-elect  for  1872  are :  R.  H.  Browne, 
President ;  Marshall  J.  Smith,  first  Vice-President ;  J.  L.  Dun- 
nica,  second  Vice-President ;  Charles  Clinton,  third  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  E.  G.  Meslier,  fourth  Vice-President ;  F.  J.  Odendahl,  fifth 
Vice-President ;  F.  H.  Norman,  Recording  Secretary ;  W.  Van 
Norden,  Treasurer ;  W.  Walker,  Librarian. 

Belleville.  Canada.— This  Y.  M.  C.  A.  held  its  second  an- 
niversary meeting  on  January  18th.  The  occasion  was  one  of 
great  interest — the  report  presented  being  indicative  of  useful  ac- 
tivity, and  the  addresses  and  music  of  excellent  quality.  Presi- 
dent Northrup  opened  the  meeting  with  happy  effect,  and  Secre- 
tary Johnson  read  a  report  of  the  last  year's  work.  The  associa- 
tion has  07  members,  having  more  than  doubled  its  membership 


since  the  previous  report.  The  reading-room  receives  an  average 
of  1500  visits  each  month.  Prison  visitation  is  carried  on  with 
much  fidelity  and  encouragement.  Sabbath  morning  prayer- 
meetings  Have  been  regularly  kept  up,  and  a  Thursday  evening 
meeting  during  part  of  the  year.  Bethel  services,  tract  distribu- 
tion lectures,  and  temperance  promotion  have  been  prominent 
features  of  the  association's  work.  A  depressing  load  of  debt  has 
been  greatly  diminished,  and  the  finances  are  now  in  a  hopeful 
condition. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Secretary  Wilkle,  of  the  Toronto 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Mayor  Flint,  Rev.  Dr.  Wild,  Rev.  Mr.  Bland,  and 
Rev.  J.  C.  Smith.  The  exercises  were  enlivened  with  singing 
and  recitations.  The  local  press  speaks  of  the  meeting  as  having 
been  most  successful  and  interesting.  The  next  Provincial  Con- 
vention is  to  be  held  in  Belleville,  next  summer. 


South  Boston,  Mass. — From  the  fourth  annual  report  of 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  this  point,  we  make  these  extracts : 

"  The  Committee  on  Boarding-Houses  and  Employment  have 
had  some  practical  work  to  do,  and  gladly  help  any  one  who  may 
apply  at  the  rooms.  The  Committee  on  Visiting  the  Sick  have 
been  -very  active  of  late,  furnishing  two  watchers  a  night  on  sev- 
eral occasions. 

"  Delegates  have  been  sent  to  three  Quarterly,  one  State,  and 
one  National  Convention.  The  report  of  those  sent  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  held  in  Washington,  was  publicly  presented 
on  their  return. 

"Every  Wednesday  evening  we  hold  a  Bible-class  in  our  room, 
where  no  sectarian  differences  are  allowed  to  be  discussed,  but 
where  the  truths  of  God's  Holy  Word  are  studied  with  the  help 
of  able  teachers  and  the  use  of  Bible  dictionaries  and  commenta- 
ries. 

"  Every  Sabbath  morning  we  hold  a  prayer-meeting.  It  began 
with  a  small  attendance  and  little  interest,  but  its  soul-stirring 
influence  is  felt  throughout  the  entire  day  by  the  goodly  number 
now  attending.  If  any  one  wishes  to  have  his  love  for  our  Sa- 
viour tuned  up  to  the  right  pitch,  let  him  attend  this  meeting? 
There  we  certainly  have  received  copious  showers  of  the  Divine 
blessing. 

"Of  late,  very  successful     neighborhood.   Bible-schools'    and 

Srayer-meetings  have  been  held  near  the  old  circus-ground,  and 
i  other  places.  Children  of  Roman  Catholic  parents  have  pre- 
sented themselves  to  the  school,  and  good  seed  has  been  planted 
in  the  hearts  of  many  older  ones,  which  we  pray  may  bear  fruits 
of  eternal  life." 

■ 

Halifax,  JV.  8.— The  association  in  Halifax,  under  its  effi- 
cient President,  Mr.  J.  B.  Morrow,  aided  by  his  predecessor  in 
office,  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean,  whose  praise  is  in  all  the  associations  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  the  provinces,  and  by  a  band  of  active,  devoted, 
Christian  young  men,  was  never  before  in  so  vigorous  a  condi- 
tion. The  religious  work  in  Bible-class,  prayer-meeting,  and 
city  mission  effort  is  fruitful.  The  visitation  of  other  places, 
which,  under  the  leaderships  first  of  Mr.  Maclean,  and  more  re- 
cently of  Mr.  Maclean  and  Mr.  Morrow,  has  made  the  association 
felt  as  a  power  for  good  throughout  Nova  Scotia,^  is  still  car- 
ried on. 

The  building  fund  amounts  already  to  $5256.  A  fine  central 
lot  has  been  secured  by  six  members  of  the  association,  and  is 
"  held  open  to  purchase  by  the  association  within  two  years,  at 
cost  price."  We  hope  erelong  to  report  that  work  upon  the 
building  has  been  begun. 

An  excellent  library  of  several  thousand  volumes  greatly  adds 
to  the.  usefulness  of  the  association. 


ZanesviUe,  ©.— In  some  of  the  congregations  here,  we  are 
informed,  there  has  been  a  continuous  religious  interest  since  the 
meeting  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  convention,  from  which  several  pas- 
tors and  many  lay  members  returned  with  new  earnestness  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Zanesville  is  doing  its 
work  with  harmony  and  energy.  Not  confining  its  operations 
alone  to  that  town,  it  sends  out  delegations  to  the  neighboring 
towns  and  villages  to  hold  meetings.  In  one  instance,  the  three 
churches  of  Chandlersville,  a  town  eleven  miles  distant,  united  in 
requesting  such  a  visitation,  and,  as  one  result  of  the  meeting,  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  formed  for  the  prosecution  of  Christian  work  on 


52 


ASSOCIATION    MONTHLY. 


[Maech 


the  onion  principle.  Oar  Zanesville  members  are  hopeful  of 
being  able  to  organize  at  least  one  more  association  in  the  county 
this  winter.  In  the  letter  giving  us  these  interesting  particulars. 
Brother  Cary  remarks  very  suggestively,  that,  if  each  association 
in  the  country  would  undertake  the  formation  of  another  associa- 
tion in  its  neighborhood,  where  the  good  work  might  be  carried 
on,  the  result  would  soon  be  seen  in  the  demolition  of  Satan's 
strongholds,  and  the  conquest  of  the  country  for  Christ. 


UUlsboro,  O. — Secretary  Carson  writes  : 

"  We  hold  daily  prayer-meetings  in  our  rooms  now  with  some 
interest,  and  well  attended  for  a  small  place  like  Hillsboro.  The 
attendance  is  about  30  each  day,  and  during  the  week  of  prayer 
just  closed  the  meetings  were  unusually  interesting.  Nightly 
meetings  are  now  held  in  our  churches,  and  there  seems  an  anx- 
ious desire  on  the  part  of  God's  people  for  the  conversion  of 
souls.  We  have  been  almost  dead  in  our  association  the  past 
year,  but  are  trying  to  be  much  more  active  during  the  year  just 
commencing. 

"  On  account  of  our  having  done  so  little  the  last  year,  we  find 
ourselves  very  much  financially  embarrassed,  and  we  see  with 
clear  and  unmistakable  evidence  that  these  associations,  to  re- 
ceive the  support  of  the  Christian  community,  must  work  and 
bring  forth  fruits  for  the  Master. 

"  Christian  people  won't  contribute  of  their  means  unless  they 
see  we  are  making  good  use  of  it  in  the  way  of 'active,  vigorous 
work. 

"  The  association  here  has  done  very  much  to  bring  the  Chris- 
tian people  nearer  together,  and  it  is  worth  sustaining  on  that 
ground,  if  no  other." 

Altoona,  Pa. — The  prevalence  of  a  deep  religious  interest 
has  given  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.here  a  grand  opportunity  to  work  for 
the  Master,  and  thereby  gain  spiritual  strength.  Our  members 
at  Altoona  have  a  cheerful  room,  well  located,  quite  accessible, 
and  reasonably  well  furnished  for  both  body  and  mind.  They 
hold  a  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer-meeting,  and  during  the  week 
go  from  house  to  house  holding  cottage-meetings.  A  relief  work 
is  also  engaged  in.  Of  late  the  churches  have  been  thoroughly 
revived,  and  blessed  with  numerous  accessions.  Already  one 
church  has  received  66  new  members  and  another  27,  and  tho 
good  work  is  going  on.  May  God  give  our  brethren  the  grace 
and  wisdom  to  do  their  full  share  toward  making  a  fall  conquest 
of  Altoona  for  Christ. 


SU  Paul. — The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  St. 
Paul  have,  for  a  considerable  time,  had  charge  of  a  Sunday-school 
on  Dayton's  Bluff,  and  a  preaching  service  has  usually  been  held 
in  connection  with  it.  The  attendance  and  interest  in  this  school 
and  service  have  constantly  increased,  making  their  present  quar- 
ters much  too  small  for  them,  and  the  association  now  proposes 
to  buy  a  lot  on  the  bluff,  and  to  erect  a  suitable  building  for  mis- 
sion use.  J.  W.  Yandes,  who  resides  on  Dayton's  Bluff,  and  who 
has  always  been  a  firm  friend  and  liberal  supporter  of  the  mis- 
sion, offers  to  the  association  the  sum  of  $1000  toward  the  new 
enterprise.  Other  gentlemen  of  means  are  also  promising  aid, 
and  the  building  will  doubtless  be  erected  the  coming  spring. 


similar  meetings  on  week-day  evenings.  A  course  of  free  lectures 
has  been  given ;  mission  Sunday-school  work  is  kept  up,  also  jtil 
and  hospital  visitation,  tract  distribution,  and  relief  work.  Ob- 
viously the  St.  Catharine's  brethren  are  cultivating  their  portion 
of  the  wiae  ard  with  commendable  energy. 

Greencastle,  Ind.— The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  here  is  reported  to  be 
in  a  thriving  condition.  Besides  doing  an  active  work  in  the  n- 
lief  of  the  poor  and  pioneering  a  most  successful  temperance  re- 
vival in  the  place,  the  association  has  to  rejoice  in  being  closely 
identified  with  a  widespread  and  long-continued  religious  interest 
which  grew  out  of  the  daily  and  weekly  prayer-meetings  held  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms.  Such  a  revival  has  never  before  been  knows 
in  Greencastle.  And,  of  course,  those  churches  which  were  most 
largely  represented  in  these  meetings  were  to  the  greatest  extent 
benefited  and  blest. 


East  Saginaw,  Mich.— The  work  of  our  members  at  thi 
point  appears  to  have  latterly  been  largely  In  the  direction  of 
prison  visitation  and  mission-school  labor.  In  both  these  Iraei 
of  effort  much  good  has  been  accomplished.  But  we  are  sorry  to 
notice  that  the  association  has  formally  told  the  people  of  Em 
Saginaw,  by  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  meeting  in  January,  that 
unless  $600  were  guaranteed  for  the  current  year's  expenses,  tie 
society  would  disband.  It  doesn't  strike  us  that  this  is  jost  tie 
best  way  to  put  it.  Possibly  the  people  are  not  able  to  see  $tw 
worth  of  what  they  most  want  in  the  association  I  But  the  Cot- 
vention  will  pry  their  eyes  open ! 

Otvego,  2f.  Y. — At  the  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers,  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  during  the  lis 
month,  the  following  persons  were  chosen  to  fill  the  offices  din- 
ing the  present  year : 

President—  P.  C.  Petereou;  VUe-PreHdeni  —  Frank  M.  Baker  ;  Bustt 
Ing  Secretary— Frank  B.  Slater ;  Corresponding  Secretary — F.  B.  Darby ;  Trm- 
vrer— E.  P.  Holdridge ;  Director*— A.  Coburn,  H.  L.  Bean,  Her.  D.  W.  Mm*. 
M.  L.  Comfort,  Charles  A.  Carmichael. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  feasibility  of 
conducting  a  gymnasium  in  connection  with  the  association. 


Gettysburg,  Pa. — "  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Pennsylvania  College 
was  visited,"  s  correspondent  says, "  by  Bros.  Taggart  and  Johnson, 
of  Pittsburg  ind  with  them  came  the  Spirit  of  God.  Three 
meetings  were  held  on  Tuesday,  the  9th  instant,  in  Christ 
church,  in  which  all,  without  reference  to  denomination,  partici- 
pated. More  religious  feeling  and  energy  were  manifest  than  we 
have  seen  for  a  long  time.  The  church  in  the  evening  was 
crowded  to  the  utmost.  The  children  of  the  town  were  gathered 
in  and  were  delighted  with  Prof.  Johnson's  talk  and  songs.  The 
prospects  of  our  association  are  brighter  than  ever,  and  there  is 
an  increased  attendance  in  our  meetings." 


St.  Catharine's,  Ontario. — We  have  received  the  third 
annual  report  of  this  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  which  gives  evidence  that  our 
members  have  been  busy  during  the  year  in  a  variety  of  Chris- 
tian labors.  Weekly  membership  meetings  are  held,  with  a  fair 
attendance,  and  a  varied  programme  of  interesting  exercises, 
Sabbath-morning  prayer-meetings  are  sustained,  together  with 


St.  Catharine's.— This  Y.  M.  C.  A.  held  a  meeting  in  in 
own  rooms  on  January  21st,  to  listen  to  an  address  on  Christiu 
work  from  Brother  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  111.  The  audience  wti 
large,  and  a  deep  interest  was  manifested.  The  speaker  nrgei 
the  association  to  build  a  suitable  structure  for  the  proper  per- 
formance of  its  work,  and  succeeded  in  Impressing  his  hearer! 
with  what  we  hope  may  prove  lasting  views  of  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  as  a  local  institution. 


Cambridge,  Mass. — A  new  religious  society,  to  be  call* 
the  Christian  Union,  is  being  organized  in  Harvard  College.  * 
meeting  will  be  held  Thursday  evening.  The  Rev.  Drs.  Hik 
Bellows,  and  Clarke  will,  for  the  present,  meet  with  the  studeirM 
and  lead  their  services.  We  judge  from  the  location  and  the  lis 
of  leaders  that  the  new  society  will  hardly  adopt  the  trne  testol 
membership.  Are  there  no  earnest  Christian  workers  at  Hamri 
to  undertake  for  the  Master  in  the  Gospel  way  of  life  and  work! 

Marblehead.— The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Marblehead  recently  held  a  meeting,  at  the  close  of  which  a  con- 
siderable sum  was  raiBed  toward  the  erection  of  a  building,  The 
meeting  was  led  by  K.  A.  Burnell.  There  is  a  Boys'  Christian 
Association  connected  with  the  young  men's  organization,  which 
is  actively  working  under  a  well-arranged  constitution.  The 
boys  contributed  liberally  toward  the  building  fund  referred  to 
above. 

Boston,  Mass.—T\\e  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have  inaugurated 
a  religious  campaign,  to  continue  for  seventy-five  days,  and  to 
reach  forty  cities  and  towns.  They  have  engaged  the  services  of 
Mr.  K.  A.  Burnell,  and  they  hope  by  this  campaign  to  reach  some 
of  the  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  young  men  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  lead  them  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  cause  of 
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<  'hrist.    Some  members  of  the  Boston  Committee  will  accompany 
Mr.  Buraell. 


Montreal.— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Montreal  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Messrs.  T. 
James  Claxton.  E.  K.  Greene,  C.  Alexander,  H.  Lyman,  and 
W.  Clendenning  were  appointed  a  Building  Committee.  We  un- 
derstand that  the  working  plans  have  so  far  progressed  as  to  en- 
able the  architects  to  state  definitely  as  to  the  exact  cost  of  car- 
rying out  the  designs  which  have  been  conditionally  accepted. 

Erie,  Pa.— The  proceedings  of  the  State  Convention  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.,  held  here  last  fall,  have  been  published  by  the  State 
Executive  Committee  in  a  pamphlet  which  is  full  of  good  things, 
in  a  forcibly  written  preface,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  pre- 
sents the  features  of  association  work,  and  the  full  report  of  the 
Convention's  discussions  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  we  have 
seen  of  its  kind. 


Detroit,  Mich. — The  admirable  discourse  preached  by  Rev 
Arthur  T.  Pierson  before  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  its  last  anniversary  has 
been  published  by  our  members  at  Detroit,  who,  we  doubt  not, 
will  be  largely  benefited  by  circulating  so  good  an  association 
document.    The  text  was  Proverbs  24 :  11, 12. 


MontviUe,  Conn,— Mr.  C.  M.  Wilcox,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Connecticut  State  Committee,  advises  us  of  the  organization  of  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Montville,  in  January.  We  welcome  the  new- 
comer, and  pray  that  the  zeal  and  earnestness  which  has  thus  far 
been  shown  by  them  will  not  be  suffered  to  abate  one  iota. 

Goshen,  y.  i. — This  association  has  85  members,  and  is  doing 
a  useful  work  within  its  somewhat  narrow  range.  Its  weekly 
prayer-meeting  has  never  been  omitted  since  1867. 


Fergus,  Onf. — We  hear  encouraging  news  as  to  the  prob- 
able organization  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  this  place. 


SUCCESS  IN  PRISON-WORK. 


Dayton,  O. — Since  the  formation  of  our  association,  March 
1st,  1870,  we  have  held  meetings  In  our  jail  every  Sunday  after- 
noon, with  very  encouraging  results.  While  many  have  been  in. 
fluenced  to  lead  a  better  life,  four,  we  trust,  have  been  born  again, 
and  perhaps  more.  As  I  came  in  from  a  cottage-meeting  a  few 
evenings  since,  I  found  a  young  man  seated  in  the  parlor  wishing 
to  see  me.  I  took  him  by  the  hand,  giving  him  my  name,  and 
asking  his.  He  said :  "  I  guess  you  don't  know  me  ;  I  am  a 
changed  man.  A  year  and  a  half  ago  I  was  an  inmate  of  your 
jail,  and  a  bad  man.  I  bless  God  I  was  ever  put  there  ;  only  for 
that  I  should  have  been  still  in  sin,  and  who  can  tell  where  or 
how  I  might  have  ended  my  wicked  life?  One  day  after  a  good 
meeting,  I  said  to  a  young  man :  '  I  hope  to  get  a  pardon,  having 
already  received  a  sentence  of  eighteen  months  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary.' The  young  man  said  to  me,  clasping  my  hand  closely  in 
his,  and  looking  me  in  the  face  with  tenderness  and  love :  '  My 
dear  friend,  a  pardon  will  do  you  very  little  good  unless  it  comes 
from  the  Lord  Jesus.'  The  arrow  had  gone  to  the  heart,  a  tender 
chord  had  been  touched,  the  Holy  Spirit  did  its  work,  and  after 
weeks  of  unhappiness,  Christ  spoke  peace  to  my  soul,  and  I  had 
assurance  of  pardon.  I  am  once  more  free,  but  was  never  so  hap- 
py before  in  all  my  life.  I  am  now  going  home  to  my  dear  fa- 
ther and  mother,  to  make  their  hearts  glad  once  more  that  this 
their  son  was  dead  and  is  alive  again,  was  lost  and  is  found. 
God  bless  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  for  what  it  has 
done  and  is  doing!" 

Another  man  who  1b  on  a  life  sentence  in  the  same  institution, 
and  who  was  brought  back  from  his  wanderings  while  confined 
heTe,  sends  us  greeting  and  many  a  "  God  bless  you  in  your 
work,"  and  says :  "  I  am  firm  for  Jesus."  I  might  speak  of  oth- 
ers. Dear  brethren,  this  prison  work  is  a  glorious  one ;  let  us 
be  faithful,  and  we  shall  have  souls  for  onr  hire. 


WOMEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Philadelphia.— A  meeting  of  the  Women's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation was  held  February  14th,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  Chestnut-street,  above  Twelfth,  Mrs. 
A.  F.  Lex  in  the  chair.  The  proceedings  were  opened  with 
prayer. 

Mrs.  P.  G.  McCollin,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Employ- 
ment, reported  that  during  the  month  thirty  situations  had  been 
procured  for  young  women  who  had  placed  themselves  under  the 
care  of  the  association. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Franciscus,  In  behalf  of  the  Building  Committee, 
reported  that  the  improvements  on  the  house  No.  139  North 
Seventh-street,  recently  purchased  by  the  association  for  theii 
use,  at  a  cost  of  $13,000,  were  being  completed  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble, but  that  funds  were  much  needed  in  order  to  complete  the 
work,  and  at  least  $4000  would  be  required  for  this  object.  It  is 
intended  to  have  suitable  dining-rooms  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
young  women,  where  they  can  procure  meals  at  a  moderate  cost, 
and  in  this  way  save  themselves  from  the  liability  of  sickness  by 
partaking  of  cold  repasts  when  at  work. 

Mrs.  Jacob  Harley,  in  behalf  of  the  Home  Committee,  reported 
that  the  boarding-house  of  the  association,  No..  1606  Filbert- 
street,  has  at  present  thirty-nine  young  women  boarders,  and 
that  this  number  is  nearly  as  many  as  the  accommodations  will 
supply,  forty  being  the  highest  number. 

New-York. — A  meeting  in  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rogers'  church  on 
Sunday  evening,  January  28th,  in  behalf  of  the  "  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association,"  was  largely  attended.  Dr.  Rogers  ex- 
plained the  rise,  progress,  and  object  of  this  association,  and  said 
it  was  established  two  years  ago  by  a  number  of  married  and  un- 
married ladies,  whose  purpose  was  to  assist  their  sisters  who  wero 
not  so  fortunate  in  life  as  themselves.  The  class  which  this  asso 
ciation  endeavors  to  reach  is  composed  of  women,  many  of  them 
of  refinement  and  culture,  who  have  suddenly  been  reduced  from 
affluence  to  poverty,  and  find  difficulty  in  obtaining  honorable  oc- 
cupation, surrounded  as  they  are  by  the  numberless  temptations 
of  this  metropolis.  The  association  already  has  a  library,  a  sew- 
ing-school, and  an  employment  bureau,  for  the  benefit  of  these 
women.  This  society  commends  itself  to  every  Christian  woman 
in  New -York,  and  claims  the  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  all 
good  people.  Interesting  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Cotton  Smith  and  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hall.— N.  T.  Obterver 


Leavenworth  "  Home."— In  May,  1868,  a  few  Christian 
women  of  this  city  organized  a  "  Refuge  Association." 

They  opened  a  home,  and  accomplished  good  work  for  the 
fallen.  Finding,  however,  that  the  friendless  as  well  as  the  unfor- 
tunate had  claims  upon  them,  in  January,  1870,  they  enlarged 
their  work  ao  as  to  give  aid  and  homes  to  all  classes,  naming 
their  society  the  "Kansas  Association  for  Friendless  Women." 
Under  this  name,  they  obtained  a  charter,  and  also  an  appropria 
tion  from  the  State  of  $10,000  for  erection  of  a  building. 

The  "  Home  "  was  completed  and  occupied  in  October,  1871.  It 
is  a  four-story  brick,  handsome  and  commodious.  Since  it  was 
opened  the  inmates  have  averaged  twenty  in  number,  who  have 
received  temporary  shelter  until  permanent  homes  could  be  pro- 
vided for  them. 

The  institution  has  no  endowment,  is  supported  by  contribu- 
tions only.  At  present  our  funds  are  low,  and  if  any  friends 
desire  to  lay  up  treasure  in  heaven,  they  could  not  do  it  in  a  bet- 
ter way  than  by  lending  it  to  the  Lord  in  aid  of  this  noble 
charily.  A.  t>.  S. 

WasUiu'iton.  D.C — The  Women's  Christian  Association 
at  Washington  is  doing  a  noble  work.  At  their  late  anniversary 
in  January,  encouraging  reports  were  given.  Senator  Pomeroy 
presided,  and  stirring  addresses  were  made  by  Mr.  Mingins,  of 
New-York,  and  Gen.  Cbipman,  the  Washington  delegate  in  Con- 
gress. Rev.  Dr.  Newman  closed  most  effectively,  with  a  begging 
speech  in  many  parts,  realizing  the  hvndsome  sum  of  eleven  hun 
dred  dollars. 
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CHRISTIAN  WORK  AMONG-  THE  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 

Tax  following  la  from  the  Churchman  : 

"  Dr.  Guthrie,  addressing  the  members  of  the  Edinburgh  Work 
ing  Boys'  and  Girls'  Religious  Society,  in  connection  with  the 
Children's  churches  in  the  city,  said :  '  A  child  whose  father  and 
mother  were  dead,  happened  to  come  into  the  hands  of  a  friend 
of  his.  He  began  to  ask  the  boy  some  questions,  and  among 
others,  he  said :  "  When  your  father  and  mother  forsake  you, 
Johnny,  do  you  know  who  will  take  you  up?"  "  Yes,"  said  he,  '•  I 
know  perfectly  well,  sir."  "Who  will  take  you  upf  said  my 
friend.    "  The  police !"  said  Johnny.' 

"  The  above,  copied  from  one  ot  our  foreign  exchanges,  is  very 
suggestive.  Though  funny,  the  fun  is,  after  all,  very  solemn ;  or, 
at  least,  it  should  be  to  all  thoughtful  readers. 

"  There  are,  in  every  large  city,  and  in  most  of  our  more  impor- 
tant manufacturing  towns,  numbers  of  'abandoned  children- 
some  of  them  having  no  father  or  mother,  and  many  whose  par- 
ents are  worse  than  none.  They  have  no  opportunities— or  if  they 
have,  do  not  avail  themselves  of  them— for  being  trained  up  in 
the  ways  of  godliness,  and,  therefore,  they  are  educated  in  vice 
and  wickedness  ;  unless  the  Church  cares  for  them,  they  will  be 
very  likely  to  fall  into  crime,  and  be  arrested  as  law-breakers.  If 
we  allow  them  to  continue  forsaken,  the  police  will  be  pretty  sure 
to  take  them  up. 

"  And,  besides,  the  care  ot  the  poor  and  homeless  should  rest 
upon  the  Church,  and  not  be  left  to  the  heartless  working  of  civil 


provisions  and  statutes.  The  protection  and  help  which  Christ'i 
wandering  sheep  need  should  be  given  by  His  Body.  It  is  the 
Church's  work,  one  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  established, 
and,  therefore,  instead  of  leaving  the  forsaken  to  the  police,  h 
should  furnish  them  a  home,  and  help,  and  comfort." 


A  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  some  weeks  ago,  u  ih- 
house  of  Miss  Mary  McHenry,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  t 
mew  home  for  the  education  of  boys.  Many  well-known  titiwu 
were  present.  General  Meade  presided.  It  was  stated  that  then 
was  a  great  need  of  an  institution  for  orphan  boys,  under  tweln 
who  were  too  young  to  work,  or  to  enter  the  other  schools,  sua 
as  the  Lincoln  Institute,  for  which  this  was  to  be  a  sort  of  tir- 
sery. 

Officers  and  a  board  of  managers  were  chosen  from  both  sera. 
In  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  it  was  said :  "  A  generous  dim: 
and  a  noble-hearted  woman  have  supplied  the  means  of  ewmis 
a  whole  square  of  ground  on  Forty-ninth  street,  between  timt 
way  and  Eingsessing  avenue,  and  a  charter  for  the  '  Edncatioti 
Home  for  Boys'  has  been  obtained  from  the  Supreme  (to. 
Boards  of  managers  and  councillors  have  been  organized,  ud  i 
plan  of  a  building,  capable  of  accommodating  one  hundred  «e 
fifty  boys,  has  been  arranged.  The  estimate  of  the  cost  of  i:  > 
forty  thousand  dollars.  Several  hundred  dollars  of  this  ta 
been  already  received,  and  the  public  is  now  asked  for  their  ed- 
itable cooperation  in  this  effort." 
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Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 

as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFUMERY 


iy 


TOILET   ARTIOLBS. 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

AKD 

inseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED  LEAD,  LITHARGE 

Glass  Makers'  Bed  Lead,    etc. 

ALSO, 

LINSEED     OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT   COLGATE   &  CO., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

S87  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 


>pmal  §<ftim. 


£ytm  %*\\w. 


FINE  GOLD  JEWELRY. 
CAMEO  SETS,    RINCS,   SLEEVE- 
BUTTONS,    Etc. 
Cameo  Portraits  Cnt  to  Order. 
SHELL   JEWELRY. 
Earring;   JNeeklacet,  Monogram  Zockett. 
SCHUYLER,    HARTLEY    *   GRAHAM, 

22  John  Stbizt  ajtd  19  Maiden  Lake, 

Nsw-Yobk. 


Washington  Life  Insurance  Co. 

A.S8ET8,  $3,000,000. 

Policies  issued  of  every  description  on  the  roost 
liberal  terms,  and  non-forfeiting. 

S3   XTNZON    SQXTABE. 

WM.  MATOlf,  Agent, 

Alio  Agent  of  Ltvcrpooland  London  and  Globe  Fire 
Insurance  Co.    Capital,  $20,000,000. 


STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FRO* 

RBW-VOHK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Hm-t 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  pueapn 


ASBURY  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

805  BROADWAY, 

Cor.  11th  St.,  New- York. 

C.  C.  NORTH,  President. 
A.  V.  STOUT,  Vice-President. 

J.  A.  STILES,  Secretary. 
MARCUS  D.  SATIN,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 


Passengers  booked  at  through  rates  to  ud  fro 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  Int-cte)  - 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  Mfe  ee- 
fortable,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  is  *■ 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not net* 
by  any  other  line  I ! 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  in  Current!' 

From  New- York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  Iced : 
deny,  or  Queenstown,  Cabins.  *66  andtfJ;BcS 
Trip,  *180 :  Intermediate.  $88 ;  Steerage  f*s. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80 :  Hound  T17. 
(140 ;  Intermediate.  $87 ;  Steerage,  $31 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Bottrote 
Cabins,  180  and  *90  :  Round  Trip,  $180 ;  Iaten*- 
ate.  «40;  Sleerage,  »85. 

13&~  Children  o  ne  to  twelve  years,  half  tin  ft 
fants  under  one  year  free. 

Company's  Offices : 

New-York  IT  Bowling  Green. 
ne"  10rk'  f  *1  Broadway. 

HENDERSON  BEOS.,  Age  » 


USE 
JOHN   DWICHT  A  CO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Blip,  New- York. 


detached  lever  movements.  $»  each.  t"» 
price $46.  I^ee'FtostedWslenw.W"' 
Enamelled  Watches.  Ladies'  Watebes* 
with  Diamonds,  Pendant,  and  Key-*  W* 
Ladles'  Watches,  with  Nickel  Works* 
Kuby  Jewels.  A  large  assortment  irooj 
cent  Forced  Sales,  at  panic  prices-  Wg 
sent  C.  O.  D.,  privilege  to  examine.  /"* 
beapest  and  best  lot  of  Ladies'  *>u*fJ 

nave  yet  offered  to  the  readers  of  this  paper, «  "** 

IS  ENOUGH  TO  SAY  OF  THEM. 

F.  J.  NASH,  712  Broadway,  N.  f. 

Worthy  of  the  fullest  confidence.— CM***^ 
vocatt,  N.  Y  _,_ 

Just  what  lie  represents  them.— CfcrW""  '  „ 
All  that  Mr.  Nash  says  may  be  relied  »P»" 
ChritUan  at  Work. 
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IS  YOUR  LAMP  BURNING  ? 
Say,  is  roar  lamp  burning,  107  brother  ? 

I  pray  yon  look  quickly  and  Bee ; 
For  If  St  were  burning,  then  surely 

Some  beams  would  fall  bright  upon  me. 

Straight,  straight  is  the  road,  but  I  falter, 

And  oft  I  fall  out  by  the  way  ; 
Then  lift  your  lamp  higher,  my  brother, 

Lest  I  should  make  fatal  delay. 

There  are  many  and  many  around  you, 

Who  follow  wherever  you  go ; 
If  you  thought  that  they  walked  in  the  shadow, 
Your  lamp  would  burn  brighter,  I  know. 

Upon  the  dark  mountains  they  stumble, 
They  are  bruised  on  the  rocks,  and  they  lie 

With  their  white,  pleading  faces  turned  upward 
To  the  clouds  and  the  pitiful  sky. 

There  is  many  a  lamp  that  is  lighted, 

We  behold  them  anear  and  afar ; 
But  not  many  among  them,  my  brother. 

Shine  steadily  on  like  a  star. 

I  think  were  they  trimmed  night  and  morning, 
They  would  never  burn  down  or  go  out, 

Though  from  the  four  quarters  of  heaven 
The  winds  were  all  blowing  about. 

If  once  all  the  lamp*  that  are  lighted 

Should  steadily  blate  in  a  line, 
Wide  over  the  land  and  the  ocean 

What  a  girdle  of  glory  would  thine  I 

How  all  the  dark  places  would  brighten  1 
How  the  mists  would  roll  up  and  away  I 

How  the  earth  would  laugh  out  in  her  gladness 
To  hail  the  millennial  day  ! 

Say,  is  your  lamp  burning,  my  brother  T 

I  pray  you  look  quickly  and  see, 
For  if  it  were  burning,  then  surely 

Some  beams  would  fall  blight  upon  me. 


HOW  BEST  TO  EXPOUND  SCRIPTURE  IN  PROMISCUOUS 
GATHERINGS  OF  YOUNG  MEN. 
We  must  remember  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God.  It  is 
not  a  collection  of  human  treatises  on  divine  subjects,  but  a  col- 
lection of  writings  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  at  different  times, 
and  by  different  agents,  but  all  of  God.  It  may  be  presumed 
that  every  word  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  is  inspired  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  was  not  left  to  man  to  express  the  thoughts  of 
God.  That  were  impossible,  because  the  finite  cannot  compre- 
hend the  infinite.  The  vessel  of  the  human  intellect  is  too  small 
even  to  receive  the  fulness  of  the  revelation  of  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  God's  wisdom.  That  the  prophets,  even,  did  not  fully 
understand  what  they  wrote  is  evident  from  1  Peter  1 :  10-12. 
This  anxious  desire  to  understand  their  own  writings  led  to  the 
further  revelation  that  their  word  was  for  future  generations, 
and  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  sent  down  from  heaven,  was  to  unfold 
it  to  those  for  whom  it  was  intended.  In  Gal.  3 :  16  an  argu- 
ment rests  upon  the  use  of  the  singular  instead  off  die  plural 


number  of  a  word  in  Genesis,  which  could  have  no  weight  if  the 
inspired  writer  had  been  left  to  his  own  apprehension  of  the 
prophecy  which  he  uttered. 

We  express  our  thoughts  in  words.  So  God  has  expressed 
His  mind  in  the  Bible,  and  we  call  it  the  "  Word  of  God."  We 
are  continually  reminded  in  the  precious  volume  that  its  sayings 
are  "words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth,"  and  instead  of  say- 
ing Paul  said  or  Peter  said,  as  we  often  do  ourselves,  or  find 
others  doing,  we  ought  rather  to  say  "  God  saith."  If  the  Holy 
Spirit  dictated  the  Scriptures,  the  same  spirit  must  interpret 
them  to  our  souls.  (John  16 :  15-14.)  He  has  been  promised  to  us 
as  the  interpreter,  and  without  His  teaching  we  can  make  noth- 
ing of  the  Bible.  With  this  teaching  even  babes  are  independent 
of  other  preceptors.  (Ps.  119  :99  ;  1  John  2 :  27.) 

We  must  approach  the  Word  of  God  in  the  spirit  of  worship- 
pers. "  Heaven  is  my  throne,"  saith  God,  "  and  earth  is  my  foot- 
stool, . . .  but  to  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to  him  that  is  poor 
and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  that  tremlleth  at  my  word."  We 
must  not  bring  the  Bible  to  the  bar  of  our  reason — which  is  often 
at  fault  even  on  meaner  subjects — but  rather  bring  our  reason  to 
that  blessed  light  to  be  illuminated  (Ps.  119  :  180)  and  instruct- 
ed. Our  great  desire  in  reading  the  Bible  should  be  to  know 
God,  to  conceive  His  will,  to  have  our  thoughts  formed  and  our 
affections  spiritualized. 

It  has  been  said  that  prayer  is  the  better  part  of  study.  Who 
is  the  man  mighty  in  the  Scriptures  who  is  proof  against  the 
seductions  of  the  enemy  ?  Not  the  man  of  gigantic  intellect, 
who  has  been  devouring  the  incomparable  literature  of  the  Bi- 
ble, but  the  disciple  in  the  school  of  Christ,  who,  having  fed  on 
the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word,  is  able  to  use  the  strong  meat  pro- 
vided for  those  who  are  of  fall  age.  Jesus  said  :  "  If  any  man 
thirst,  let  him  come  unto  me  and  drink  ;  he  that  believeth  on  me, 
as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of 
living  water."  Why  is  there  so  little  outflowing  T  Because 
there  is  so  little  thirst  after  the  waters.  Do  we  believe  enough, 
trust  affectionately  enough,  sincerely  enough  ?  Are  we  contin- 
ually at  the  fountain,  drinking  in,  so  as  to  be  able  to  give  out  to 
others  ?  Thus  only  can  we  be  ministers  of  the  Word.  Unless 
we  know  the  Word  well,  we  cannot  expound  it  well. 

To  conduct  a  Bible-class  requires  an  amount  of  wisdom,  expe- 
rience, patience,  gentleness,  and  loving-kindness  such  as  few  pos 
sees.  If  the  conductors  of  such  classes  felt  their  responsibility 
more,  they  would  pray  more.  Great  preparation  in  prayer  is 
.necessary  to  conduct  a  class  well.  But  there  is  great  enjoyment 
in  this  exercise.  Nothing  cheers  the  heart,  elevates  the  mind, 
expands  the  soul,  and  sanctifies  the  natural  affections  more  than 
the  mutual,  prayerful,  social  study  of  God's  word. 

In  the  Bible-classes  of  the  Association  we  have  all  sorts  of 
young  men :  thoughtless  men ;  anxious  souls,  inquiring,  but  un- 
converted ;  babes  in  Christ,  Who  require  the  milk  of  the  Word ; 
and  strong  men  in  the  faith,  who  need  meat.  Here  lies  a  diffi- 
culty, in  that  these  various  conditions  are  to  be  provided  for  on 
the  same  occasion.  These  meetings  ought  not  to  be  used  for 
preaching  only.  To  win  souls  to  Christ  is,  doubtless,  the  first 
great  aim,  bnt  there  are  others  also,  and  the  whole  meeting 
ought  not  to  be  made  to  wait  upon  this  one ;  rather  must  we  en- 
deavor to  divide  the  Word  and  distribute  a  portion  to  each  soul. 
He  who  presides  must  so  direct  the  conversation  as  to  exclude 
irrelevant  matter,  and  yet  to  hear  with  patience  the  questions  of 
those  who  desire  information.  '  Every  Scripture  has  a  definite 
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meaning.  He  mast  guard  against  putting  any  interpretation 
upon  the  Word  but  that  which  the  Holy  Ghost  meant.  The 
accommodated  use  of  Scripture  is  objectionable.  He  must  avoid 
theological  controversies  and  discussions  of  those  points  upon 
which  Christians  conscientiously  differ ;  on  each  aide  there  is  of- 
ten a  little  truth  and  a  great  deal  of  error.  The  Bible  is  too 
rich,  too  full  for  man's  mould  ;  if  we  to  try  to  cast  it,  we  shall 
get  a  human  system,  but  not  God's  truth.  We  shall  have  for- 
saken the  broad,  full,  flowing  river  of  the  Water  of  Life  for 
our  own  little  cisterns. 

Christ  is  the  one  subject  of  the  Bible  throughout ;  everything 
refers  to  the  Lord  Jeeus.  Let  us  endeavor  to  learn  Him  in  each 
chapter  and  verse,  in  every  historical  fact  as  well  as  in  every 
type.  Let  us  read  Him  in  every  prophecy  and  in  every  doctrine. 
Then  shall  we  be  scribes  well  instructed  in  the  kingdom,  and 
able  to  bring  out  of  our  treasure  things  new  and  old. 

What  an  honor  does  God  put  upon  that  man  who  is  chosen  to 
be  the  expounder  of  His  word'  to  his  fellow-men !  What  a  re- 
sponsibility, too,  mnst  rest  upon  him  I  How  important  that  he 
should  understand  the  true  principles  of  exposition !  Yet  how 
few  understand  these.  Till  recently  the  methods  of  interpreting 
nature  were  little  comprehended  even  by  scientific  men,  and 
much  of  our  popular  methods  of  interpreting  Scripture  dates 
from  the  same  middle  ages.  Even  now  a  great  part  of  the  relig- 
ious ideas  afloat  are  not  derived  from  the  Word  of  God,  but  are 
ideas  of  the  human  mind.  This  remark  applies  to  those  who  are 
esteemed  educated  Christians.  How  much  more  applicable  is  it 
to  uneducated  worldlings  T  This  creates  one  of  our  great  diffi- 
culties in  expounding  Scripture  in  the  promiscuous  gatherings 
that  constitute  our  Bible-classes,  and  in  allowing  free  conversa- 
tion. 

The  following  are  a  few  simple  rules  which  may  be  of  service 
if  borne  in  mind :  1.  Ascertain  the  meaning  of  the  terms  em- 
ployed. This  can  generally  be  best  arrived  at  by  comparing  the 
various  passages  of  Scripture  in  which  the  term  occurs.  2.  En- 
deavor to  understand  the  circumstances  of  the  time,  and  place 
yourself  as  much  as  possible  in  the  position  of  the  inspired 
writer,  or  of  the  hearers  whom  he  first  addressed.  3.  Have  a 
due  regard  to  the  general  tenor  of  the  passage,  and,  indeed,  of 
the  whole  sacred  writings.  It  is  especially  necessary  to  guard 
against  drawing  a  meaning  out  of  a  passage  of  Holy  Scripture 
which  is  not  there,  or  which  we  may  ourselves  have  put  into  it. 
We  should  also  not  rest  content  with  obtaining  one  scriptural 
view  of  a  particular  subject,  but  should  strive  to  gather  the 
whole  sense  of  Scripture  upon  it,  and  thus  enlarge  or  rectify  our 
first  imperfect  conception.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  he 
who  assumes  to  expound  the  Word  of  God  must  have  the  direct 
assistance  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  received  in  answer  to  fervent  pray- 
er, and  must  have  a  common-sense  comprehension,  also,  of  the 
meaning  of  the  word.  And,  finally,  he  should  avoid  using  relig- 
ions phrases  and  formulas,  which  are  quite  unintelligible  to  those 
who  have  had  no  religious  training. 


COMMITTEE  WORK  OP  DIRECTORS. 
LECTURE  committer. 

Rkabkr,  if  you  have  served  on  this  committee,  you  have  doubt- 
less found  it  either  a  thorny  road  or  one  strewn  with  flowers,  ac- 
cording as  you  have  managed  its  affairs  with  tact,  and  have 
pleased  your  many-minded  constituency,  or  have  brought  down 
an  avalanche  of  criticism,  by  some  mismanagement  or  mishap. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  may  seem  to  be  of  a  rather  unim- 
portant nature ;  they  are,  however,  of  no  mean  character,  if  any- 
thing permanent  is  to  be  attained.  The  lecture  course  is  one  of 
the  prominent  features  in  association  work,  and  it  demands  the 
thought  and  care  of  able,  conscientious  men. 

A  committee  of  this  kind  should  be  composed  of  three  or  five 
members  of  the  board,  men  of  business  experience  and  literary 
taste ;  men  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  public  lecturers  of  the 
day,  and  who  have  the  discrimination  to  separate,  the  chaff  from 
wheat,  and  the  courage  to  say,  No!  to  aspirants  for  fame  who 


wish  to  make  the  association  a  stepping-stone  by  giving  a  fret 
lecture.  An  article  that  is  free  is  not  necessarily  desirable,  bo 
offers  rather  a  ground  for  scrutiny.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood to  ignore  free  lectures,  but  to  make  merit,  rather,  the  ground 
for  their  acceptance. 

The  duties  of  this  committee  may  be  briefly  defined.  They 
should  have  the  projecting  and  arrangement  of  all  lectures  sad 
courses  of  sermons ;  the  charge  of  the  monthly  and  annul  meet- 
ings, and  generally  all  meetings  of  a  public  nature.  As  thn 
contract  bills  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  committee,  they  should 
audit  them,  and  should  be  allowed  to  expend  only  such  amount! 
as  are  appropriated  by  the  board. 

What  shall  be  the  character  of  our  lectures t  The  lyceom  ill 
modern  institution,  but  it  is  old  enough  to  have  worn  off  ik 
polish  of  novelty,  and  lectures  must  have  the  merit  of  tense,  or 
nonsense,  to  recommend  them  to  public  patronage.  The  genoil 
taste  is  not  very  elevated ;  it  demands  'something  light,  some. 
thing  that  can  be  passively  absorbed,  that  will  amuse  and  super- 
ficially  instruct.  The  question  with  us  as  young  men  is,  ihiE 
we  foster  this  taste,  or  Beek  to  purify  and  elevate  it  by  the  into 
duction  of,  not  fossilized,  abstract  themes,  but  living  questions,  or 
subjects  of  the  past  that  have  historic  interest  ? 

The  chief  aim  should  be  to  make  our  lectures  elevating  and  is 
structi  ve.  The  field  is  broad — there  are  the  leading  social  and  p> 
Iitical  questions  of  the  day,  themes  bearing  on  the  advaneamai 
of  science,  the  representative  characters  of  our  own  and  otia 
times.  It  might  not  be  unprofitable  to  interweave  discaseiois  « 
the  ethics  of  business.  Humor,  also,  should  have  its  part  is  it 
lecture  course,  but  it  should  be  the  salt  and  not  the  meat.  As  it 
sensational  clap-trap  lectures,  life  is  too  serious  and  too  reel* 
with  earnest  work  for  such;  they  may  replenish  the  treason; 
but  an  association  which-cannot  sustain  itself  without  appeafaf 
to  these  lower  motives,  had  better  close  its  doors. 

The  themes  we  have  suggested  must  be  handled  by  our  bet 
men,  if  we  would  make  our  lectures  a  success ;  at  least  by  ma 
who  know  what  they  are  discussing,  and  have  the  ability  >* 
tact  to  present  it  in  an  attractive  and  logical  form.  Our  ritya 
sociations  require  the  best  talent  they  can  command.  As  to ik 
country  organizations — where  the  demand  is  not  so  imperiosn 
very  acceptable  course  can  be  arranged,  by  securing  two  or  tin 
prominent  lecturers  from  abroad,  and  filling  up  with  men  Ens 
the  professions  at  home.  Readings  may  be  interspersed  in  I* 
course  with  good  and  profitable  effect.  As  to  the  matter  of « 
mons,  seek  to  enlist  the  clergy  of  the  various  denominations,  ssi 
aim  to  have  the  course  as  distinctively  for  young  men  as  possible. 
It  is  well,  also,  to  advertise  the  subject. 

The  monthly  meeting  is  one  which  may  well  tax  the  ingeatty 
of  this  committee.  We  have  not  space  to  enlarge  npon  it  hen 
Its  frequency  will  naturally  produce  much  sameness ;  to  avoid 
this,  let  the  exercises  vary  in  character  from  time  to  time, oris 
the  meetings  be  held  bi-monthly  or  quarterly. 

There  are  several  other  committees  that  may  be  attached  tt  at 
board!  As  their  duties  are  less  onerous  than  those  of  which  « 
have  treated,  we  will  only  glance  at  them  briefly. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PRDTTINO. 

It  is  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  order  and  superintend  si 
printed  matter— as  reports,  bills,  circulars,  etc. — and  attend* 
the  distribution  of  what  is  designed  for  circulation.  Such  a  os> 
mittee  might  give  an  eminently  practical  turn  to  its  work  byto» 
and  then  issuing  a  small  tract,  designed  especially  to  warn  yoof 
men  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  are  exposed  from  lioentio* 
ness,  intemperance,  etc.  These  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  tbt 
Invitation  Committee  for  distribution. 

THE  LEGAL  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  should  be  composed,  as  far  as  practicable,1)' 
members  of  the  legal  profession.  Their  duties  will  be  to  ad* 
the  Board  as  to  any  questions,  of  law,  and  attend  to  the  presets 
tion  and  defense  of  any  suits  in  which  the  association  may  be  st 
avoidably  involved.  The  power  to  institute  any  suit,  should  be 
the  special  prerogative  ^^fQQ 
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COMMITTEE.  ON  VACANCIES. 

The  object  of  this  committee  is  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the 
Board ;  it  should  be  composed  of  at  least  five  members.  It  should 
report  in  writing  upon  its  nominations,  upon  which  the  Board 
may  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot. 

visrrmo  committee. 
The  Board  should  be  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  purpose  of  visiting  their  rooms,  attending  the  various 
meetings,  classes,  entertainments,  etc,  also  for  visiting  branch 
rooms,  when  they  exist.  To  accomplish  this,  let  the  committee 
be  subdivided  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each 
subdivision,  composed  of  two  or  three  members,  to  visit  during 
a  specified  month.  In  this  way  the  whole  Board  will  perform 
duty  during  the  twelve  months.  A  report  should  be  called  for 
each  month,  from  those  assigned  to  duty  for  that  month.  The 
matter  of  such  visitation  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  cannot  be  too 
strongly  urged.  The  members  of  the  Board  should  have  vital 
contact  with  the  association,  and  the  association  needs  the  stim- 
ulus of  their  presence. 


A  PLEA  FOR  ASSOCIATION  BUILDINGS. 

Bev.  A.  T.  Pierson,  whose  admirable  sermon  before  the  De- 
troit Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  mentioned  in  our  last  issue,  has  done  the 
entire  body  of  associations  a  signal  service  by  his  argument  in 
favor  of  our  building  movements.  We  gladly  make  room  for 
that  portion  of  the  sermon  treating  of  this  important  subject : 

"What  the  association  preeminently  needs  is  a  building,  held 
in  trust  for  the  ends  it  aims  to  secure,  and  which  shall  contain : 

"  1st.  A  library  and  reading-room,  stocked  with  the  various 
helps  to  literary  entertainment  and  improvement. 

"  2d.  Furnished  parlors  for  social  gatherings,  prayer-meetings, 
etc 

"  8d.  A  public  hall,  for  familiar  lectures,  concerts,  and  all  inter- 
esting and  instructive  public  assemblies. 

"4th.    A    gymnasium,  where,  in   innocent  trials   of    bodily 

"Strength  and  skill,  young  men  may  not  only  find  recreation,  but 

a  wholesome  means  of  starting  the  blood  from  stagnation  after 

confinement,  often  in  close  and  heated  rooms,  at  mechanical  and 

mercantile  employments. 

"  This  may  seem  chimerical  to  some,  but  after  the  lapse  of 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  since  I  joined  the  first  '  associa- 
tion' formed  in  the  country— after  these  years  of  acquaintance 
and  identification  with  young  men,  and  of  thought  and  study 
upon  the  means  of  their  rescue,  it  is  my  settled  conviction  that 
no  measure  which  could  be  devised  would  raise  the  tone  of 
health  and  morals  among  them  at  less  cost  than  this. 

"  It  would  be  worth  while  as  a  sanitary  and  economical  mea- 
sure. We  build  hospitals,  jails,  houses  of  correction,  reform 
schools,  prisons,  insane  and  inebriate  asylums,  and  poor-houses, 
not  as  a  matter  of  philanthropy,  but  of  self-protection.  But 
what  if  you  can  prevent  young  men  from  becoming  diseased, 
drunken,  dishonest,  beggars,  insane,  and,  instead,  secure  a  new 
generation  of  healthy,  sober,  upright,  sound-minded,  frugal,  in- 
dustrious citizens?  what  if  you  can  thus  'deliver'  one  out  of 
five,  ten,  twenty,  that  are  '  drawn  unto  death,'  or '  ready  to  be 
slain,'  have  you  a  right  to  '  forbear  1 '  Can  you  not  afford  to  put 
up  even  a  golden  gate,  to  bar  the  entrance  to  that  road  to  ruin, 
which  branches  to  the  poor-house,  mad-house,  asylum,  hospital, 
felon's  cell,  drunkard's  grave,  and,  by  all  branches,  leads  to  hell  T 

"  The  devil  and  his  legions  are  after  our  youth.  How  lavish 
he  is  of  the  wealth  he  commands  1  See  these  saloons,  brightly 
chandeliered,  gorgeously  furnished,  artistically  decorated ;  with 
musical  instruments,  and  orchestral  harmonies,  and  costly  gam- 
ing-tables 1  see  these  elegant  parlors  in  the  palaces  of  the  strange 
woman  in  our  great  cities  !  see  these  fine  buildings,  where  model 
artistes  and  low  dramatic  troupes  pamper  to  sensuality  1  see ; 
these  driaking-saloons,  where,  amid  every  attraction  of  luxury,  ■ 
death  is  dealt  out  by  the  dram  1  Ah  I  Satan  spares  no  money  to 
lay  golden  snares  for  the  feet  of  our  youth !    Yet  we  suffer  an  ' 


association,  whose  sole  object  is  to  save  our  young  men  from 
physical,  moral,  and  spiritual  ruin,  to  hire,  at  their  own  expense, 
a  couple  of  small  rooms,  in  a  third  story,  furnish  them  with 
second-hand  furniture  and  half-worn  carpets,  collect  a  few  hun- 
dred half-obselete  books,  a  score  or  two  of  papers  and  magazines, 
and  then,  to  keep  the  organization  alive,  compel  them  to  come  to 
us  and  beg  our  charities  I 

"  In  a  village  of  this  State,  a  man,  not  a  native  of  this  country, 
lately  built  a  fine  structure,  gave  to  the  village  a  ten-years'  lease 
of  the  second  story,  free,  and  furnished,  at  his  own  cost,  the  nu- 
cleus of  a  library,  reading-room,  and  art-gallery.  I  was  asked  to 
give,  as  I  gladly  did,  the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  to  help  stock  the 
empty  shelves.  When  that  man  was  praised  for  his  generosity, 
he  expressly  disclaimed  any  credit  for  unselfish  motives.  He 
declared  he  had  done  this  purely  as  an  investment,  and  be- 
lieved it  the  cheapest  way  to  save  the  town  the  cost  of  paupers, 
drunkards,  idlers,  and  felons ;  that  in  the  elevated  moral  as  well 
as  Intellectual  tone  of  society,  the  promotion  of  intelligence  and 
industry,  the  increased  prosperity  of  the  village,  he,  or  at  least 
his  children,  should  yet  get  back  the  money  with  interest. 

"  Was  he  far  from  the  truth  ?  Satan  does  his  best,  at  any  cost, 
to  entrap  our  young  men.  They  will  have  amusement  and  so- 
ciety. If  we  would  not  have  them  drawn  away  by  unwholesome 
and  unlawful  allurements,  and  into  ruinous  associations,  we 
must  supply  something  innocent,  rational,  and  elevating  to  take 
their  place.  And  what  is  given  wisely  will  return  into  our  own 
bosoms — yes,  into  our  own  pockets  as  citizens  and  tax-payers. 

"  And  I  cannot  but  add,  to  those  who  are  devoted  to  the  tem- 
perance reform,  that  there  is  no  method  of  moral  or  legal  suasion 
half  so  potent  as  a  temperance  measure  as  some  such  building  as 
I  have  described,  where  the  attractions  of  sensible  and  profitable 
entertainment  and  companionship  offset  those  of  the  saloons  of 
the  great '  mocker.' 

•"  The  practical  question  is  :  Who  shall  have  our  young  men, 
God  or  the  devil  ?  The  contest  waxes  hot.  The  foe  spares  noth- 
ing, and  the  mind  and  money  and  energy  of  wicked  men  are  all 
at  his  disposal.  Let  a  tithe,  or  a  hundredth  part  of  the  wisdom, 
wealth,  and  working  power  of  the  Christian  community  be  as 
freely  at  the  disposal  of  those  who  would  save  young  men,  and 
in  hundreds  of  cases  we  can  defeat  the  powers  of  hell.  Can  we 
even  be  inactive,  and  be  guiltless  before  God  V 


The  Rooms  a  IAghthouse. — As  the  many  beacons  along 
our  shores  warn  the  sailor  of  the  dangers  to  which  he  is  exposed, 
and  enable  hint  to  avoid  them,  so  our  rooms  are  spiritual  beacons, 
guiding  the  wayfarer  to  a  harbor  of  safety,  and  thereby  saving 
him  from  the  dangers  that  encompass  him.  This  beautiful  com- 
parison is  very  forcibly  illustrated  by  the  following  incidents : 

A  man  of  nearly  eighty  winters,  spent  in  the  service  of  Satan, 
was  passing  along  the  street  upon  which  our  rooms  are  located*  a 
few  weeks  since.  He  felt  the  promptings  of  the  Spirit  to  enter, 
but  stifled  them  for  the  time  being.  He  found  no  peace,  how- 
ever, until  he  attended  one  of  our  services,  where  he  gave  up  all 
for  Christ,  and  is  now  happy  in  the  Lord.  A  young  man  of  in- 
temperate habits  came  in  one  day  of  his  own  accord,  signed  the 
pledge,  gave  his  heart  to  the  Saviour,  and  has  since  lived  a  con- 
sistent Christian  life.— Extract  from  a  Utter  from  Portland  T.  M. 
C.A. 


A  murderer  who  was  recently  hanged  told  the  attendant 
minister  that  if  he  had  received  half  as  much  attention  before 
being  put  into  prison,  he  never  would  have  been  there. 


LittelV*  Lining  Age,  full  of  good  things  and  ever  fresh,  is  with- 
out a  superior  in  its  class  of  publications.  The  four  weekly  parts 
of  this  serial  are,  to  our  notion,  worth  more  than  any  monthly 
magazine  published  here  or  elsewhere,  and  a  year's  issues  make 
up  a  volume  of  rare  excellence,  such  as  no  mere  magazine  fur- 
nishes. 
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ABOUT  FAILURES. 

The  appearance  of  an  article  in  a  weekly  which  reaches 
some  association  men,  with  the  sensational  heading  "  '  Dead 
and  buried  !'  What  next  ?"  suggests,  notwithstanding  its 
imperfect  statement  of  facts,  some  food  for  careful  thought 
on  the  part  of  those  who  hold  the  place  of  leaders.  It  is 
true  that  many  associations  have  been  organized  within  the 
past  six  years  that  have  now  no  substantial  existence.  It  is 
probably  true  that  half  the  societies  that  claimed  to  have  an 
existence  at  Detroit  would  not  respond  to  a  general  circular 
issued  by  the  Executive  Committee.  It  is  probably  true  that 
not  more  than  one-half  the  active  working  associations  now 
on  the  continent  will  respond  to  the  circular  of  the  commit- 
tee calling  the  Lowell  Convention.  But  it  would  be  erroneous 
to  argue  from  these  facts  that  the  societies  which  fail  to  re 
spond  are  dead,  or  that  those  which  are  dead  were  formed  in 
towns  of  three  thousand  inhabitants  or  less.  The  disbanded 
organizations  are  fairly  distributed  between  the  towns  and 
cities,  large  and  small. 

The  prominent  causes  of  the  failures  arc  these: 


1.  The  formation  of  associations  under  the  pressure  of  a 
single  crowded  and  enthusiastic  meeting,  when  those  who 
then  took  the  lead  had  really  no  profound  convictions  in  re- 
gard to  the  enterprise  they  assumed  to  direct. 

2.  An  entire  misapprehension  of  the  proper  objects  of  an 
association  on  the  part  of  those  from  abroad  assisting  in  its 
organization,  and  a  corresponding  misapprehension  on  the 
part  of  those  who  undertook  its  management. 

8.  A  like  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  the  whole  people 
where  the  association  was  formed. 

4.  A  dependence  upon  "  one  live  man  "  to  vitalize  the  or- 
ganization. The  "one-live-man"  idea  has  effected  a  great 
deal  of  killing  since  it  was  introduced.  "One  live  man,"  no 
matter  how  pious  or  how  devoted  he  may  be,  nor  how  great 
his  faith  in  the  association,  or  his  love  for  the  Saviour,  if  he 
does  not  possess,  also,  that  sterling  quality  denominated  by 
Locke:  "Large  roundabout  common-sense,"  cannot  and  will 
not  vitalize,  effectively,  any  association. 

5.  Officers  incapable  of  thorough  business  management;  and 
hence,  "pecuniary  exhaustion." 

6.  Sectarian  opposition  from  clergymen  and  church  organ- 
izations, but  to  no  considerable  extent.  As  a  rule,  the  wise- 
ly-managed association  is  heartily  welcomed,  and  generouilj 
supported  by  the  churches  and  their  heads,  the  pastors. 

7.  A  failure  to  realize  during  the  first  year  all  the  glowing 
promises  presented  by  the  enthusiastic  visitors  who  effected 
the  organization. 

Now  for  some  of  the  remedies:  1.  A  wisely-condncted 
weekly  paper  in  the  hands  of  the  whole  membership,  which 
shall  discuss  in  a  calm  and  intelligible  manner  the  policy, 
modes  of  work,  and  aim  of  the  societies ;  present  new  plain; 
and  encourage  effort  by  the  abundant  facts  which  show  tbe 
largest  success,  not  only  in  cities,  but  also  in  small  towns.  ft 
should  also  be  adapted  to  reach  and  interest  all  young  men. 
3.  Effective  and  actually  cooperating  organization,  both  State* 
and  Continental.  8.  Less  sensationalism  in  the  conventions, 
and  more  calm,  temperate,  and  instructive  conversation.  IV 
convention  should  take  on  somewhat  the  character  of  an  is- 
stitute.  4.  Periodical  visitation  by  discreet,  earnest,  and  de- 
vout men,  representing  the  State  and  Continental  Committees, 
who  are  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  history  of  the  aasocia- 
t  ions,  with  their  real  work,  and  with  all  kindred  movements.  K 
towns  of  8000  people  or  less  cannot  sustain  our  association, 
then  the  thirty  active  and  most  useful  societies  which  exist  in 
a  single  county  have  made  some  mistake  in  that  noble  wort 
for  Christ  among  young  men  which  they  have  been  earning 
on  for  the  past  few  years.  Other  matters  claim  presentation 
in  this  connection;  of  them  hereafter. 


Among  the  questions  discussed  at  the  meetings  held  through- 
out Massachusetts,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Boston  Y.  M. 
C.  A.,  were  the  following,  which  will  commend  themselves as 
practical  and  equally  appropriate  elsewhere: 

"Aggressive  efforts  for  Jesus  among  the  masses.  How  shall 
we  increase  the  number  who  work  t 

"  What  are  the  most  'serious  hindrances,  in  the  individual 
Christian's  heart  and  life,  to  personal  efforts  for  the  salvation 
of  sinners  ? 

"Experience,  encouragements,  and  methods  in  lay  preach- 
ing. 

"  How  can  the  influence  of  Christian  homes  be  increased  i 

"  What  encouragements  have  we  for  immediate  and  unceas- 
ing efforts  to  save  young  men  ) 

"How  can  the  members  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Assocu- 
tions  be  most  useful  to  their  churches  ?  . 

"Should  the  Christian  associations  assume  the  work  »j 
carrying  the  Gospel  to  neighborhoods  remote  from  churches 

' '  Why  do  many  churches  fail  to  reach  the  young  men  t 
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"Employers  responsible  to  God  for  employees. 

"Can  the  revival  spirit  be  made  permanent  in  the  churches? 
If  so,  by  what  means  ? 

"  What  are  the  best  methods  for  organizing  and  developing 
the  Christian  activities  of  the  entire  membership  of  a  church  1 

"How  can  the  Christian  activities  of  the  female  numbert  of 
the  churches  be  most  serviceable  for  Christ  in  our  associations 
or  churches  ?" 


The  Portland  (Me.)  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  whose  hospitality  many 
of  our  members  enjoyed  three  years  ago,  is  now  nearly  nine- 
teen years  old,  having  been  organized  in  1858.  Then,  there 
were  less  than  thirty  associations  in  the  United  States,  and  no 
bond  of  union  nor  centralizing  influence  of  sympathy  and  sug- 
gestiveness.  Like  all  the  older  associations,  the  Portland 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  had  its  ups  and  downs,  its  seasons  of  hope 
and  despondency ;  but,  at  this  time,  its  position  and  promise 
are  of  the  brightest.  After  several  removals  (inevitable  where 
the  association  is  not  anchored  in  a  building  of  its  own),  the  J 
Portland  brethren  have  located  themselves  in  one  of  the  finest 
edifices  in  their  city,  where  they  have  commodious  ami  con- 
venient quarters,  although  by  no  means  such  as  their  impor- 
tant work  demands.  We  learn  that  our  members  at  Portland 
are  considering  the  question  of  raising  a  building  fund,  and 
our  hope  and  prayer  is  that  the  Christian  people  of  that  beau- 
tiful city  will  promptly  and  generously  recognize  and  respond 
to  this  question  when  it  is  presented  to  them  in  a  practical 
form.  During  its  eighteen  years  of  life,  the  Portland  associa- 
tion has  done  a  useful  work,  and  we  scarcely  need  to  add  that 
faithful  continuance  in  such  well-doing  mwt  conquer  all  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  securing  a  permanent  home  of  their  own 
for  these  active  Christian  workers. 

Wk  learn  with  much  pleasure  that  a  society  has  been  formed 
in  Harvaid  College,  the  membership  of  which  is  composed  of 
students  who  •  are  looking  toward  the  Gospel  ministry. 
Founded  upon  an  evangelical  and  union  basis,  such  a  society 
in  such  an  institution  is  full  of  promise.  It  would  have  been 
gratifying  to  us  to  be  able  to  call  the  new  organization  a 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  out  and  out,  but  this  these 
brethren  have  inhibited  by  naming  themselves  "Upcretai 
Christou,"  Christ's  ministering  servants.  But  that  the  society 
will  be  in  fact,  if  not  in  name,  a  Christian  association  to  all  the' 
intents  and  purposes  of  faithful  Christian  work,  we  will  not 
doubt.  Their  sphere  of  duty  is  full  of  responsibility,  and  our 
prayer  must  be  that  God  will  guide  and  keep  them  in  all 
truth.  Coming  close  upon  the  organization  of  a  Unitarian  so- 
ciety in  the  same  institution,  we  welcome  the  new  association 
with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  sympathy. 


How  beabbubino  it  iii  to  find  such  words  as  these  in  a  re- 
cent letter  from  Mr.  Weidensall,  our  agent  in  the  South: 

"I  have  had  a  most  precious  season  since  my  arrival  here 
[Selma,  Ala.]  Just  think  1  two  daily  prayer-meetings  and 
a  church  service  at  night,  besides  family  worship  eight  and 
morning.  Then,  too,  when  I  go  about  the  streets,  the  con- 
versation is  in  reference  £o  the  association  and  the  revival. 
All  have  extended  to  me  a  most  hearty  welcome,  and  have 
helped  to  make  my  stay  pleasant.  I  wish  you  could  be  here 
to  enjoy  their  hospitality,  if  only  for  a  day;  you  could  not 
help  but  love  these  Christian  people.  I  had  formed  a  good 
opinion  of  Selma,  but  my  anticipations  were  a  great  deal 
more  than  realized."  We  certainly  have,  here,  all  the  encour- 
agement we  could  wish  toward  rebuilding  the  old  associa- 
tions and  organizing  new  ones  in  the  South.  Elsewhere  we 
present  a  summary  of  the  work  as  reported  by  Mr.  Weiden- 
sall since  our  last  issue. 


The  financial  plan,  adopted  with  success  by  our  members 
at  Plantsville,  Conn.,  was  referred  to  and  commended  in  our 
issue  for  February.  In  another  column  we  present  the  form 
of  agreement  which  embodies  this  good  system  of  raising 
money.  It  should  be  stated  that  although  known  as  tho 
"  Plantsville  Plan,"  it  was  originated  by  Messrs.  Albert  J.  Ses- 
sions and  Harvey  Gray,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  where  it  was  first 
put  in  operation.  During  the  first  year  the  Bristol  association 
assessed  its  subscribers  only  7i  per  cent,  and  only  2J  per  cent 
the  second  year.  Both  the  Bristol  and  Plantsville  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
receive  membership  fees.  The  plan  works  admirably,  and  lit- 
tle trouble  is  had  in  collecting  the  assessments.  As  a  means 
of  providing  money  to  defray  current  expenses,  it  is  successful 
wnere  everything  else  fails,  because  many  will  subscribe  such 
an  agreement  who  cannot  be  induced  to  become  members. 
We  are  informed  that  the  New-Haven  and  Bridgeport  associa- 
tions intend  to  test  this  system — the  latter  to  the  amount  of 
$80,000. 


Thb  Michigan  Y.  M.  C.  A  State  Convention,  as  we  confi- 
dently expected,  proved  to  be  a  most  interesting  occasion. 
Its  course  of  procedure  was  eminently  practical  and  progres- 
sive; the  subjects  discussed  were  wisely  chosen  and  well 
treated ;  the  spirit  manifested  was  that  of  consecration  to 
the  Master  and  devotion  to  His  service ;  the  distinctive  asso- 
ciation work  was  prominently,  if  not  engrossingly,  kept  be- 
fore the  Convention ;  and  as  the  result  of  all  this  happy  com- 
bination, our  members  in  Michigan  have  reason  to  rejoice  in 
their  gathering  at  East  Saginaw.  We  hope  that  the  official 
report  will  be  promptly  published  and  widely  distributed 
through  the  State.  Doubtless  all  who  were  in  attendance 
were  refreshed  and  strengthened  spiritually;  but  only  as  the 
delegates  infect  their  respective  associations  with  the  new 
zeal,  and  all  are  brought  to  enjoy  the  Convention's  revival 
spirit,  can  fruit  be  gathered  for  the  Saviour.  Every  State 
Convention  should  impress  the  entire  body  of  associations 
with  higher  aspirations. 


Ottb  members,  generally,  will  read  with  interest  what  Mr. 
R,  C.  Morse  has  to  say  respecting  his  tour  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
its  results.  We  may  add  here,  that  all  along  the  route  votes  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  having 
taken  up  this  mode  of  welding  together  the  scattered  links  by 
sending  a  representative  of  the  central  organization  upon  a 
visiting  tour  among  these  distant  associations.  The  Executive 
Committee,  in  acknowledgment,  need  only  assure  the  Nova 
Scotia  brethren  that  the  hospitality  they  have  shown,  and  th« 
earnest  Christian  interest  they  have  manifested  in  connection 
with  this  mission,  have  made  the  entire  affair  one  of  peculiar 
satisfaction,  and  our  main  hope  now  is  that  the  fruit  finally 
gathered  may  be  such  as  shall  glorify  the  Master  whom  all  of 
us  aim  to  serve.  And  what  has  proved  so  acceptable  and  suc- 
cessful in  Nova  Scotia  must  be  systematically  adopted  and 
carried  out  all  over  the  country,  until  all  of  our  associations 
are  brought  under  this  pleasant  bond  of  personal  visitation. 


We  commend  to  the  several  State  Executive  Committees 
the  following  resolution  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Committee,  and  under  which  those  brethren  are 
acting  with  fidelity  and  success.  And  while  the  official  re- 
sponsibility lies  mainly  upon  the  State  Committees  to  further 
the  formation  of  new  associations,  we  trust  every  individual 
organization  will  seriously  consider  how  far  duty  and  oppor- 
tunity may  call  for  exertion  in  this  direction: 

"Betohed,  That  every  association  is  in  some  measure  re- 
sponsible for  the  establishment  of  an  association  in  every 
neighboring  town  or  village,  and  that  each  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  should  superintend  the  whole  work  in 
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his  district,  and  by  written,  printed,  and  oral  information 
carry  the  knowledge  of  the  association  work  to  every  town 
that  has  no  association,  and  if  that  fails,  should  send  the  State 
Secretary  to  visit  that  town  and  attempt  to  effect  an  organiza- 
tion." 

The  Presbyterian  Banker  calls  attention  to  the  good 
work  doing  by  the  women  of  Boston  in*  furnishing  cheap  meals 
to  workingmen,  and,  commending  the  movement,  adds  these 
suggestions,  which  we  would  qualify  by  hinting  that  the  field 
is  one  in  which  Women's  Christian  Associations  could  work 
most  usefully: 

"The  food  should  not  be  given  for  nothing, but  sold  at  low 
rates.  But  every  article  should  be  good,  well  cooked,  and 
neatly  served  up.  With  very  few  exceptions,  our  present  eat- 
ing-houses are  famous  for  poor  food,  miserable  cooking,  and 
general  nastiness.  To  excel  them  would  be  an  easy  matter, 
while  many  would  be  removed  from  temptation,  and  great 
accommodation  would  be  provided  for  multitudes.  If  the 
hands  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  were  not  al- 
ready full,  they  would  find  useful  work  here." 

A  letter  from  Mr.  J.  S.  Maclean,  of  Halifax,  expresses  a 
very  grateful  appreciation  of  Mr.  Morse's  visit  and  labors 
•mong  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  that  section.  The  wonder  has  been 
that  our  representative  has  been  able  to  keep  at  work  so  con- 
stantly, speak  so  often,  travel  so  far,  and  achieve  so  large  a 
success  in  effecting  the  objects  in  view.  What  has  been  done, 
and  how  it  was  done,  is  shown  in  another  column.  But  it  is 
always  helpful,  if  not  fully  remunerative  for  hard  work,  to  find 
one's  efforts  so  heartily  recognized.  And  such  recognition 
has,  doubtless,  sustained  our  agent  during  a  journey  which  to 
him  was  full  of  new  sensations  and  situations. 


We  hear  of  praying  bands  of  young  men,  going  forth,  in  the 
fresh  zeal  of  new-born  love  to  Christ,'  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
neighborhoods  lying  around  some  of  the  towns  recently  visited 
with  revival  influences.  Such  a  band  is  doing  a  good  work 
in  and  around  Greenwich,  Conn.  Why  not,  in  such  cases, 
organize  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  upon  which  may  be  engrafted  this 
feature  and  all  our  other  appliances  for  Christian  work,  and 
thus  permanently  utilize  the  missionary  spirit  now  concen- 
trated perhaps  too  exclusively  upon  a  single  point? 


The  Executive  Committee  for  Ontario  and  Quebec,  at  their 
last  meeting  in  St.  Catharine's, subscribed  $600  to  be  expended 
in  the  visitation  of  associations.  As  yet  little  has  been  done, 
no  suitable  person  having  been  obtainable  for  the  work.  We 
trust  this  obstacle  will  soon  be  removed,  and  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  the  important  mission  has  been  begun  with  a  view 
to  the  best  possible  report  at  Lowell,  in  June.  In  this  matter, 
aa  in  everything  else,  we  must  lose  no  time  in  waiting  for 
others;  for  the  time  is  short. 


Now  that  revivals  are  graciously  granted  to  many  churches 
and  neighborhoods  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  there  should  be 
*  careful  canvass  made  by  Christian  young  men,  whether  new 
converts  or  experienced  church-members,  as  to  the  prompt 
formation  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  wherever 
such  can  be  wisely  planted.  Where  there  are  young  men  to  be 
saved,  and  other  young  men  to  work  for  their  salvation,  a 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  needed,  and  that  right  away. 


formation  that  the  West  River  brethren  are  among  the  most 
active  workers  in  our  cause  in  their  section  of  Nova  Scotia. 


West  River,  N.  S. — An  item,  referring  to  this  association, 
in  our  February  number,  located  our  active  brethren  as  far 
west  as  Michigan.  We  are  sorry  for  the  mistake,  but  it  gives 
us  a  good  opportunity  to  say  that  a  more  recent  report  from 
Mr.  R.  C.  Morse,  who  has  been  on  the  spot,  not  only  verifies 
the  good  news  we  have  already  published,  but  adds  the  in- 


Rrv.  Arthur  T.  Pibrson,  who  speaks  so  plainly  and  forci- 
bly in  favor  of  association  buildings  in  another  column,  is 
pastor  of  the  Fort-street  Presbyterian  church  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  chairman  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Executive  Committee 
of  Michigan. 

Our  kexbers  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  as  will  be  seen  by  our 
news  columns,  are  getting  their  house  in  order  against  the 
coming  of  the  delegates  to  the  next  State  Convention,  which 
will  meet  in  their  city  next  fall. 


A  letter  from  Brother  Hall  represents  the  association  u 
in  a  highly  prosperous'  condition  spiritually.  Souls  are  com- 
ing to  Christ,  and  the  rooms  are  so  crowded  as  to  suggest  the 
expediency  of  enlargement. 

The  provisional  programme  of  the  proposed  World's  Confer- 
ence of  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  to  be  held  in  August,  at  Amsterdam,  is 
given  in  another  column.  The  occasion  promises  to  be  one  o! 
great  importance,  as  well  as  interest. 

Mb.  Moses  W.  Pond,  of  Boston,  has  been  duly  accredited  h 
the  International  Executive  Committee  as  a  delegate  to  visit 
European  associations,  and  also  to  represent  the  Committee  a 
the  Conference  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  in  August. 


The  Inner  Life— Its  Sanctity. — Covering  is  as  apprap» 

ate  for  the  mind  as  fqr  the  body.  One  of  the  proverbs  of  tfc 
wise  king  brings  It  out  in  these  broad  words :  "  A  fool  atierai 
all  his  mind,  but  a  wise  man  keepeth  it  in  till  afterward." 

It  Is  a  nice  point  in  religious  ethics  to  decide  how  much  or  be 
little  of  one's  personal  Christian  life  should  be  spread  before  lb 
world,  and  how  much  should  be  kept  sacred  in  the  heart.  I  at 
conceive  of  mistakes  on  both  sides.  A  Christian  man  may  he  w 
unreserved  and  too  loquacious  in  discussing  his  own  private  a- 
perience  of  doubts  and  delinquencies,  while  many  are  culpable* 
the  side  of  taciturnity,  being  wholly  uncommunicative  and  or 
demonstrative  of  their  religious  standing.  There  are  some  fu- 
tures of  Christian  experience  of  which  it  is  always  proper  t> 
speak,  and  others  that  are  better  pondered  in  one's  own  thougto 
If  it  is  right  for  one  to  enter  into  bis  closet  alone,  closing  the  door 
behind  him,  that  would  seem  to  indicate  that  whatever  is  srwtea 
there  is  meant  for  God's  ear  only.  While  I  urge  upon  my  broths 
the  necessity  for  closet  prayer,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  any  right 
to  put  my  ear  to  the  key-hole  or  to  ask  him  afterward  as  to  «■ 
has  been  prayed  for.  That  would  be  quite  as  inquisitive  at  ii< 
curious  mother  who  teases  her  son  to  tell  all  that  has  been  aid 
between  him  and  a  certain  dear  friend,  every  time  he  calls  it  tk 
bouse  of  his  intended  father-in-law.  There  are  some  improml 
privileges  that  should  be  kept  wholly  between  the  Christian  i»i 
his  Saviour.  In  almsgiving  our  Lord  enjoined :  "  Let  not  thj 
left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth ;  that  thine  alms  v*\ 
be  in  secret,  and  thy  Father,'  which  seeth  in  secret,  himself  bW 
reward  thee  openly."  Bow  many  times  daring  His  teaching! 
and  healings  did  Christ  give  the  caution  of  concealment !  Wha 
He  had  cleansed  the  leper ;  when  He  had  opened  the  eyes  of  tlf 
blind  man  ;  when  He  had  raised  the  daughter  of  Jaime ; u» 
when,  for  the  first  time,  He  had  drawn  from  the  disciples  the  un- 
qualified asseveration,  "Thou  art  the  Christ,"  His  uniform  * 
junction  was :  "  See  that  ye  tell  no  man."  These  things  were  » 
be  pondered  in  the  heart,  and  were  too  sacred  to  be  dragged  it" 
the  whirl  of  doubt  and  discussion.  Christian  reservation  if  > 
most  estimable  grace,  and  should  be  cultivated  for  its  purifjiof 
and  elevating  influence.  If  one  is  concerned  to  know  aught « 
another's  inside  life— that  life  which  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God- 
let  him  not  with  sacrilegious  hands  tear  away  the  veil  which  di- 
vides the  seen  from  the  unseen,  but  let  him  read  it  as  it  app*1 
in  the  living  epistle  of  his  open  conduct.  His  outside  lite. w 
words,  his  deeds  are  all  that  belong  to  the  public ;  and  white** 
else  that  is  back  of  these  must  come  as  a  spontaneous  offering' 
Rev.  A.  C.  Graves,  Manchester,  Jf,  H. 


Thus  far,  the  responses  to  the  Executive  Committee's  areo- 
lar, in  regard  to  the  time  of  holding  the  Lowell  ConTentM 
indicate  a  general  agreement  upon  the  second  week  in  Jone- 


eement  upon  the  second  week  i 
Digitized  by  VjCJOV  Kl 
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MB.  WEIDENSALL'S  MISSION. 
Mr.  Weidensall  has  continued  his  labor*  and  travel,  at  the 
South  since  our  last  month's  issue,  with  the  most  encouraging 
results.    The  field  is  found  white  already  to  the  harvest ;  the 
kindest  and  heartiest  welcome  is  accorded  to  our  agent ;  his  views 
and  suggestions  are  patiently  listened  to,  and  often  promptly  act- 
ed upon  ;  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  the  South  gives  promise  of  ris- 
ing up  again  after  these  long  years  of  depression  and  dishearten- 
ment.    We  take  pleasure  in  givicg  a  rhume  of  recent  results  of 
Mr.  Weidensall-s  labors.    At   Wilmington,  2T.  C,  a  meeting  was 
called,  and  the  interest  shown  gave  promise  of  the  early  forma- 
tion of  a  vigorous  T.  M.  C.  A.  at  that  point.    At  Columbia,  8.  C. 
there  was  found  an  association  which,  from  various  causes,  had 
declined  4rom  that  active,  working  condition  which  alone  will  en- 
sure health  and  life.    But,  quite  recently,  a  genuine  desire  for 
usefulness  has  inspired  some  of  the  members,  and  the  work  of 
saving  young  men's  souls  is  seen  to  be  the  true  mission  of  the  X. 
M.  C.  A.    The  financial  situation  in  this  part  of  the  South  is  roll 
of  discouragement,  but  "time,"  we  trust, will  be  "money"  in 
fact,  as  well  as  in  the  proverb.    There  is,  also,  at  Columbia,  a  col- 
ored Y.  M.  C.  A.  (President  C.  D.  Lounds),  which  gladly  accepted 
suggestions  in  the  direction  of  active  Christian  work. 
,    At  OAarletton,  8.  0.,  the  old  association,  so  full  of  fragrant 
memories  of  1867, 1888,  and  1869,  has  been  reorganized.    Its  presi- 
dent is  Hon.  C.  G.  Memminger,  who  cordially  welcomed  Mr.  Wei- 
densall,  who  bore  an  introductory  letter  from  General  Custis  Lee. 
President  Memminger  is  an  earnest  Christian,  and  solicitous  to  so 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  association  as  to  make  it  a.  means  of 
saving  young  men.    There  is  a  colored  Y.  M.  C.  A.  here,  whose 
president,  H.  W.  Thomas,  is  also  at  the  head  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  colored  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  the  State.    The  associa- 
tion is  quite  active  in  holding  meetings  and  in  mission  work.    It  is 
obvious  there  is  a  wide  field  for  labor  among  the  colored  young 
men  of  the  South,  and.  if  in  no  other  respect,  much  good  may  be 
done  by  the  influence  and  example  of  those  who  axe  the  servants 
of  Christ,  in  discouraging  the  tendency  toward  political  aspira- 
tions  which  is  endangering  the  souls  and  sapping  the  morals  of 
our  colored  brethren  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

In  Augutta,  Ga.,  an  association  has  been  organized  by  Mr 
Weidensall,  containing  some  of  the  material  which  belonged  to 
the  old  organisation,  but,  in  the  main,  made  up  of  new  men 
There  was  manifested  a  marked  willingness  to  enter  upon  the 
work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  association  will  live  and  ful- 
fil its  mission  faithfully. 

The  Y  M.  C.  A.  formerly  existing  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  was 
found  to  be  dead  ;  but  Mr.Weidensall  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  meet- 
ing one  or  two  brethren  who  expressed  a  desire  to  have  an  associa 
toon,  and  we  are  not  without  hope  of  soon  hearing  that  such  de- 
sire has  borne  its  inevitable  fruit.  The  city  needs  a  Y  M  C  A 
and  is  well  able  to  sustain  one  if  the  necessity  were  only  realized: 
Of  Bdma  and  its  hospitality,  our  agent  speaks  in  rapturous  terms. 
The  awociation  there  is  flourishing,  ha.  a  large  membership,  and 
enjoys  (he  appreciation  of  the  community.  It  has  a  numerous 
associate  membership,  and  is  sure  of  a  good  attendance  at  its 
meeUngs  A  deep  spiritual  interest  is  working  in  one  of  the  lo- 
ad churches,  and  there  are  daily  prayer.  In  the  Y.  M.  C.  A  rooms 
tor  a  general  extcndon  of  thi.  religious  feeling  through  all  the 
churches.  Tractive  member,  of  the  association  are  ready  « 
cooperate  with  any  effort  looking  to  the  salvation  of  soul.     Z 

wWtt  k  m,  annIve"*,7  of  th«  ««oci.tion  will  take  place, 
when  the  building  question  will  be  mooted.  It  isalso  proposedto 
hold  a  State  Convention  late  in  May  proposed  to 

UoUU^^t  W!,denwU  P"***^  to  New-Orleane,  *ia 
Mobile,  but  no  advice,  from  thow  points  have  reached  us  in  tlmt 
for  this  issue  of  Thk  Monthly. 


THE    TOUB    IN    NOVA    SCOTIA. 


TheFhend-Thi*  little  paper,  from  Honolulu,  Sandwich  Isl. 
ands  is  a  welcome  monthly  visitor.  It  ha,  a  Y.  M.  C.  A^epart- 
ment,  from  wluch  we  cull  an  item  for  our  news  columns. 


iw„   ,  *.  ..  v     ,.         Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  March,  187S. 

Dranre  four  weeks  It  has  been  my  privilege  to  test  the  cordiality  of  Chris- 
Uan  hospitality  In  a  tour  among  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s  of  the  goodly  province  of 
Nova  Scotia.  Before  fairly  reaching  Halifax,  the  point  of  departure  for  the 
tour,  I  met  with  a  cordial  welcome  from  the  worthy  Secretary  of  the  Associ- 
ation ther^Mr.  A.  W.  Eaton,  and  immediately  on  arriving  our  good  friends, 
H^w  t  \  =7?"' Pre8ldent  ot  thB  Association,  J.  8.  Maclean,  of  Halifax, 
and  Mr  J.  £  Blair,  of  Truro,  appeared  to  extend  that  friendly  greeting 
sympathy,  and  cooperation  which  have  heen  repeated  with  kindred  heartiness 
by  the  brethren  at  every  point  of  the  tour. 

Twenty-one  publio  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  month,  In  eighteen 
dUes  and  towns,  from  Pictou  to  Yarmouth,  and  from  Amherst  to  AntLronlsh 
Delegates  attended  from  thirty-five  of  the  sixty  associations  in  Nov^coH." 
Only  four  of  the  points  visited  could  be  reached  by  railroad,  and  a  sleigh-rid. 
often  of  twenty  or  thirty,  and  to  several  case,  fifty,  miles  Intervened  between 
^  , "appointments;  while  for  every  day,  save  one,  between  February 
Uth  and  March  2d,  such  appointments  were  made.  Thai  they  were  all  kept 
without  fall  was  owing  to  a  specUl  blessing  of  very  favorable  weather  upon 
the  carrying  out  of  a  carefully-matured  plan.  Everything  was  thoroughly 
prearranged  by  Mr.  Maclean,  who  has  had  several  yews'  experience  Intnl. 
work.  Indeed,  many  of  the  associations  here  owe  their  origin  to  his  activity 
in  making  tours  through  the  province  In  behalf  of  the  cause.  With  business 
like  efficiency  each  place  was  notified,  and  the  brethren  with  unfailing  prompt- 
new  made  all  due  announcement  and  arrangement 

The  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  with  a  population  of  850,000,  ha,  an  area 
Tn™^f  th6nS.tate8  "  N,rHu^bln  «d  ▼«■«*. « to  one  fourth 
«J£?  T  ,D-  ?"  J>e°Ple  ""  nnMttaUy  «»rlfty  "d  enterprising,  and, 
owing  to  the  mineral  and  agricultural  rewurce.  of  the  country,  are  taa£a»tai 
ta  wealt*  and  numbers.  The  largest  Protestant  denomination- the  Pre.o7 
^~Jfv  .°n!  nnmeri«uy  ei^l  to  the  Romanists,  each  body  containing 
Tl^n  °'  **  enUre  popnlatlon-  **  Baptist,  compriae  one  JE£Z 
Episcopalians  one  seventh,  and  the  Methodists  one  tenth. 

.  wh  TS  di"trlC,t  T  m"<*  •q0are)  0n  *•  nortbem  «**  "I*  >«»  than 
'X'":6  W  ■«•««  of  Nov.  Scotia,  and  known  a.  PiotOC,  i,  fou  of 
CM,Uanenterpri«,  Nearly  three  year,  ago  the  Provincial  Convention  was 
held  in  the  town  of  Pictou,  and  brought  a  wonderful  blearing  with  It  t" 
whole  place  was  shaken  by  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  One  hundred  sonl! 
were  converted.  The  abiding  character  of  this  work  of  grace  i^^f  "0~ 
remarkable.  The  members  of  the  delation  carried  the^n/ouUnto 
^.n±nb0rh°?d'  ?  DOW  tUrty-three  »»°<*»«on«  are  acat3^o^hot 
Christian  harmony  and  fellowship  that  prevails  amomr  the»  W^nT-  «T 
Lord.  At  nine  different  ph.ee.  ta  a/county  I^yed  TeettogT,^ 
from  twenty-four  associations.  In  going  to  «veraTof  thew  pcunu.  T  hT^ 
Ml,  congenial  comply  of  a  bandTf  brethren  fromtTeC^or  p£ou! 
As  manya,  .ix,  eight,  and,  in  one  case,  twelve  members  compel  ft.Z 
able  party.  Half  a  down  of  the  members  of  the  N^tOu^Ta  Jl!.^' 
took  similar  part  In  the  vlalt  to  WestriuT  H^>»*ow  Anoctatlon 

Thew  thirty  associations  of  Pictou  exist  to  a  county  the  tare,  hw  to— . 
of  which  CPlctou,  New-Glasgow,  and  WestriUe)3n^c^^™ 
people.  They  are,  for  the  most  p.*,  actively'  at  working  hopefX  ^ 
tallied.  They  have  been  greatly  blessed  In  promoting  hamonVofTL.™ 
among :  the  churches,  and  to  reclaiming  th.  unconverted  Zugh  ta.  S 
clas^  the  awoclatlon,  and  the  cottage  meeting.    The  first  aasoXlon  h„n£ 

**  t  the,°°^tT  SDd  ^  *•««—-  «=*"  frame  ^cHlf  just  W 
erected  and  dedicated,  not  In  one  of  the  Urge  town,  of  HctoVw  i!^ 
thickly^ttled  farming  country  known  a.  tnTwSve, 'dSSct  It  Is  ta^ 
prop«* of  ta.  Union  H.D.  a«ocUtlon,  rt  which  Mr.  SavlS HSJ ?£  tae 

Probably,  therefore,  to  no  other  part  of  the  continent  have  the  hr.tj.~n  . 

MM.  mrirtan  AnctaUon  in  wall  country  Zen.  ana  n^^Z/^Z 
better  to  promote  thta,  It  to  propowd  to  orguua.  a  coun^onv^on'  S! 
first  meeting  wlU  probably  be  held  this  spring,  m  irett^  fu^rton„i^ 
of  eaxh  other's  work,  to  dUcu«ing  the  De^meac^Kntorid^ 
curing  more  constant  totervisitation  ^ng  the^e«nt  iodeto.  »eh^ 
convention  will  undoubtedly  promote  the  cause  In  Pictou  ">cXeae,<  ""*  » 
In  the  three  large  town,  of  the  county  above  named  enconrarfn,  mi^. 

r^l^ TT?  *?  me0tinSt  "*  WeU  attended"  »•  Toui  men  « 
^cted  and  Influenced  for  good.  The  Bible-clas.  1.  well  su«Utoe£ Z£l 
good  beginning  has  been  made  to  raising  a  building  fund.  •»•"»«» 

In  other  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  the  cause  Is  not  languishing.    At  AnthronlriL 
a  beautiful  town  to  the  northeastern  part  of  the  provtocl  JtL  ttT^™ 

ence.  Mr.  Maclean  made  an  earnest  appeal,  and  toTfew mlnutMaaM™ 
TOb«rlbod  toward  a  building  fund,  and  tart ^probabmtv  toe  .e^,^  T 

»ssw:  aas: ^r^T^ 

Z  roomT  *  8°°dly  Damber  °f  y0UDe  men  ta"  ^n*.ttr»\S t 

taH^^taeworkattaeB^r^^^tmlMtontovlgoro-aiypr*-^^ 
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The  Bible-class  is  well  attended,  and  the  reading-room  and  library  are 
attractive.  At  a  large  social  meeting  In  the  pleasant  basement  of  St.  Mat- 
thew's church,  a  hearty  welcome  was  extended  to  the  representative  of  the 
Execntlve  Committee,  and  Mr.  Maclean  made  an  earnest  appeal  in  behalf  of 
the  growing  building  fund  of  the  association,  which  is  likely  to  bear  fruit  In 
new  effort  in  this  direction. 

Yarmouth,  the  second  city  in  tho  province,  Is  reached  from  Halifax  by  a 
wearisome,  continuous  ride  of  twenty-eight  hours  (nine  hours  by  rail  and 
nineteen  In  sleigh  and  coach).  But  a  cordial  and  compensating  greeting 
awaited  me  from  the  President  of  the  Association,  Mr.  Freeman  Dennis,  and 
from  Mr.  3.  BurrelL  Both  are  well  known  by  correspondence  In  the  office  of 
the  Association  Monthly— the  latter  having  been  for  two  years  the  largest 
subscriber,  save  one,  on  your  books.  A  deep  Interest  Is  felt  here  In  the  asso- 
ciation work.  A  year  ago.  through  the  Lord's  blessing  on  the  efforts  of  the 
brethren,  many  were  added  to  the  churches.  Finding  that  their  rooms  were 
undesirably  located,  a  subscription  fir  a  building  fund  was  started.  More 
than  $5000  have  been  promised.  With  a  suitable,  attractive  house  for  young 
men,  the  earnest  and  enterprising  brethren  in  Yarmouth  will  make  the  asso- 
ciation more  than  ever  a  power  for  good  in  their  city. 

The  Bible-class  I  find  Is  an  invariable  feature  of  the  work  of  the  associa- 
tions In  Nova  Scotia.  In  Halifax  and  Pictou  I  enjoyed  participating  in  the 
exercise,  for  the  conversational  element  Is  made  more  prominent  than  Is 
customary  with  us.  The  leader  or  chairman  Is  expected  to  have  a  mastery  of 
the  lesson,  and  to  state  the  general  scope  and  meaning  of  the  passage.  Most 
of  the  time  is  then  spent  In  volunteer  talk  and  comment  by  those  present 
upon  the  verses  or  topics  of  the  lesson  In  their  order— the  chairman  skilfully 
guiding  the  discussion  from  point  to  point  In  the  passage  under  considera- 
tion. This  thoughtful  study  of  the  Word  of  God  is  worthy  of  all  Imitation 
by  associations  In  our  country,  where  only  one  In  eight  of  our  societies  have 
a  Bible-class.  I  hope  the  subject  may  be  brought  for  practical  consideration 
before  our  next  International  convention. 

The  tour  in  this  province  has  been  a  very  happy  and  pleasant  one,  and  the 
present  condition  of  our  societies  here  is  full  of  encouragement  The  bright 
promise  of  their  enlarged  usefulness  In  the  near  future  Is  equally  cheering. 
It  will  not  probably  be  long  before  some  visitor  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
will  find  the  associations  In  Anllgonieh,  Halifax,  Pictou,  Truro,  and  Yarmouth 
enlarging  their  work,  In  suitable  homes  of  their  own.  He  may  also  find  an 
enterprising  committee  of  the  convention  of  Pictou  superintending  the 
growth  in  power  and  usefulness  of  our  societies  in  that  county ;  but  he  can- 
not receive  more  cordial  welcome  and  Christian  entertainment  than  has  been 
fraternally  accorded  during  the  past  month  to  the  messenger  of  the  Interna- 
tional Executive  Committee.     B.  C.  MORSE. 


MICHIGAN  STATE  CONVENTION. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  Michigan  held  their 
fourth  annual  convention  in  East  Saginaw,  on  February  20th  and 
21st.  The  first  session  was  held  in  the  commodious  and  well-fur- 
njshed  rooms  of  the  East  Saginaw  Association.  Nearly  all  the  as- 
sociations in  the  State  were  represented  by  one  or  more  delegates, 
and  a  number  of  ministers  and  others  interested  in  the  cause  lent 
encouragement  by  their  presence.  Eleven  of  the  seventeen  Mich- 
igan associations  were  represented  by  about  fifty  delegates.  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Rev.  George  Duffleld,  D.D.,  of 
Saginaw  City,  after  which  half  an  hour  was  spent  in  devotional 
exercises. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Detroit,  then  took'  the  chair,  and  after  an 
earnest  address  from  the  president,  the  following  permanent  or- 
ganization was  effected : 

President — L.  C.  Storks,  of  East  Saginaw. 

Vice  Presidents— Rev.  S.  W.  Duffield,  of  Ann  Arbor,  and 
A.  J.  Aldrich,  of  Cold  water. 

Recording  Secretary — L.  A.  Cornell,  of  Ionia. 

Corresponding  Secretary — E.  L.  Parsons,  of  Olivet. 

Treasurer — H.  L.  Harrison,  of  East  Saginaw. 

Business  Committee — B.  Smith,  of  Detroit ;  W.  A.  Brooks,  of 
Ann  Arbor ;  C.  T.  Wickes,  of  East  Saginaw ;  P.  E.  Tuttle,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  and  George  Robinson,  of  Detroit. 

The  convention  met  in  the  First  Congregational  church  in  the 
evening,  and  was  attended  by  a  goodly  number  of  citizens.  As 
usual,  the  first  half  hour  was  spent  in  devotional  exercises,  led  by 
the  Rev.  A.  T.  Pierson.  Dr.  Love  said  he  thought  it  proper  to 
state  that  at  the  very  time  the  convention  were  praying  in  the 
afternoon  for  an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  East  Saginaw,  a 
woman,  who  had  not  been  known  to  be  tender  on  the  subject  of 
religion,  was  engaged  in  prayer,  and,  he  believed,  had  found  peace 
in  Jesus.  Another  woman,  who  was  an  incurable  invalid,  was 
also  asking :  "  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?"  How  much  the 
prayers  of  the  convention  had  to  do  with  these  extraordinary  cases 


he  did  not  pretend  to  say,  but  he  believed  they  were  most  effica- 
cious. In  view  of  these  facts,  the  convention,  with  one  accord, 
spent  two  minutes  in  Bilent  prayer  for  the  conversion  of  the  two 
women. 

At  the  conclusion  of  these  religious  services,  the  Rev.  S.  W. 
Duffleld  took  the  chair,  and  the  minutes  of  the  afternoon  session 
were  read  by  the  Secretary.  Dr.  Love  then  delivered  an  address 
of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  churches  of  East  Saginaw.  The 
churches  of  East  Saginaw,  he  said,  more  than  welcomed  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  to  teach  them  how  to  work  in 
harmony  in  the  great  task  of  savins  souls.  The  speaker's  re- 
marks were  followed  by  the  singing  of  the  hymn, 
"  All  hall  the  power  of  Jesus'  name," 
with  an  accompaniment  on  the  organ. 

Appropriate  responses  on  behalf  of  the  convention  were  made 
by  President  Storrs  and  Vice-President  Duffleld. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  discussion  of  practical 
questions,  the  first  being  :  "  What  is  the  legitimate  work  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.?"  Messrs.  F.  D.  Taylor,  pf  Detroit,  and  W.  H.  Brooks, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  presented  their  views  upon  the  subject  in  pointed 
and  effective  addresses. 

The  Rev.  S.  W.  Duffleld,  of  Ann  Arbor,  discussed  the  question : 
"  How  can  prayer-meeting*  be  made  more  interesting  ?  "  He 
thought  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  were  less  troubled 
about  making  their  meetings  interesting  than  most  other  religions 
gatherings.  The  secret  was  they  took  an  interest  in  them  them- 
selves. Very  much  depends  upon  the  leader.  By  trying'  to  give 
the  meeting  an  arbitrary  turn,  or  starting  an  inappropriate  hymn, 
he  often  throws  cold  water  on  the  zeal  of  the  worshippers,  and 
everybody  feels  that  the  meeting  has  been  a  failure,  without  ex- 
actly knowing  why.  It  sometimes  improves  a  prayer  meeting  to 
have  it  "  packed."  Let  the  leader  notify  certain  persons  beforehand 
that  he  will  call  upon  them  to  pray.  Each  will  know  nothing  of 
this  except  his  own  personal  agreement,  and  will  naturally  be 
surprised  at  the  fluency  of  others.  This  plan  has  the  advantage 
of  avoiding  those  awkward  intervals  of  silence.  The  leader 
should  stand  while  talking,  and  especially  while  reading.  Tee 
speaker  thought  it  most  sacrilegious  to  sit  while  reading  the 
Bible. 

One  method  of  making  a  prayer-meeting  interesting  is  to  get 
as  close  together  as  possible.  Many  a  successful  prayer-meeting '» 
absolutely  killed  by  being  moved  out  of  a  small  room  into  a  large 
one.  It  is  impossible  to  pray  as  fervently  in  a  cold  or  smoky 
room  as  in  a  warm,  comfortable  room.  The  speaker  had  studied 
mathematics  under  a  bilious  teacher,  and  in  a  yellow  room,  and 
mathematics  had  been  bilious  to  him  ever  since.  A  prayer-meet- 
ing in  a  yellow  room,  and  under  a  bilious  leader,  is  almost  as  dis- 
tasteful to  most  people  as  mathematics.  A  prayer-meeting  should 
not,  as  a  general  thing,  last  more  than  an  hour,  and  should  begin 
on  the  precise  moment  appointed. 

Singing  should  be  spontaneous.  The  speaker  didn't  like  to 
give  out  all  the  hymns,  nor  all  of  any  one  hymn.  A  stanza  or 
two  at  a  time,  is  better,  as  it  is  more  likely  to  be  sung  with  spirit 
A  hymn  is  a  good  thing  to  hush  up  a  lunatic  who  speaks  in  meet- 
ing when  he  should  not,  or  to  kill  off  a  man  of  little  sense  who 
keeps  running  out  when  he  should  not.  Above  all,  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  must  be  invoked  or  the  meeting  will  be  a  fail- 
ure, no  matter  how  skilfully  led,  or  how  judiciously  "  packed," 
or  how  handsome  the  room,  or  how  short  the  hymns.  Nothing 
can  prevent  a  meeting  from  being  interesting  where  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  present. 

SECOND  DAY. 
After  interesting  devotional  Bervices,  led  by  Rev.  A.  J.  Aldrich, 
of  Cold  water,  the  discussions  were  resumed,  with  the  question: 
"How  can  thorough  organization  be  secured  in  the  State?" 
Several  well-known  workers  gave  their  views  on  this  topic,  and 
we  would  be  glad  if  our  space  would  allow  a  full  report  of  this 
interesting  discussion.  We  can  only  make  room  for  a  sample  of 
the  sensible  and  practical  opinions  of  a  few  brethren  whom  our 
members  always  listen  to  with  pleasure. 
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Mr.  F.  D.  Taylor,  of  Detroit,  gave  some  account  of  the  attempts 
to  organize  associations  in  different  towns  and  the  result.  The 
effort  to  keep  up  a  city  association  in  Ann  Arbor  had,  for  certain 
reasons,  not  been  a  success.  At  Marshall  the  association  had 
tried  to  imitate  that  in  Detroit  in  the  matter  of  furnishing  read- 
ing matter,  and  the  oonsequence  was  it  became  a  bankrupt  in 
ninety  days.  The  association  at  Port  Huron  had  done  better. 
Efforts  had  been  made  to  gather  complete  statistics  with  reference 
to  the  associations  in  the  State,  but  the  blanks  distributed  for 
that  purpose  had  not  been  in  all  cases  properly  filled  and  re- 
turned. The  association  in  the  University  has  done  an  immense 
amount  of  good,  not  only  there,  but  in  helping  to  organize  asso- 
ciations in  other  institutions. 

Mr.  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids,  said  that  there  was  needed 
systematic  effort,  and  to  secure  it  there  should  be  an  agent  ap- 
pointed whose  special  duty  it  shall  be  to  go  through  the  different 
associations  and  canvass  the  towns  where  they  are  not  yet  organ- 
ized. The  associations  must  not  be  content  with  furnishing  a 
place  of  pleasant  resort,  or  giving  literary  entertainments,  but 
should  devote  themselves  to  missionary  labor.  The  primary  ob- 
ject is  the  salvation  of  souls. 

The  Rev.  A.  T.  Pierson  said  there  were  three  methods  by  which 
a  better  organization  throughout  the  State  can  be  secured :  first, 
by  informal  visitation  ;  second,  by  neighborhood  visitation  ;  and, 
lastly,  by  the  adoption  of  a  complete  manual  containing  the  names 
of  officers,  times  and  places  of  meeting,  etc.  He  stated  the  ad- 
vantage of  each  method,  and  argued  for  their  more  general  use. 

The  Rev.  M.  Hickey,  of  Grand  Blanc,  thought  the  efficiency  of 
the  associations  would  be  greatly  increased  if  the  State  were  di- 
vided into  districts,  each  assigned  as  the  special  field  for  a  partic- 
ular association.  Then  each  association  will  know  exactly  what 
it  has  to  do,  and  can  appoint  an  executive  committee  to  organize 
subordinate  associations,  and  report  the  result  of  their  labors  to 
the  State  association  annually.  This  he  thought  would  avoid  all 
clashing,  and  would  give  full  sweep  to  that  powerful  motive,  lo- 
cal pride. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Yemans,  of  Detroit,  said  our  way  not  to  do  it  was  to 
have  it  all  fixed  beforehand  how  you  will  manipulate  a  certain 
community,  and  then  it  will  not  be  manipulated.  He  had  gone 
to  organize  an  association  in  a  certain  town,  and  a  young  man 
said  he  had  it  all  fixed  upon  his  mind  just  how  the  thing  was  to 
run.  The  natural  consequence  was  it  wasn't  run  at  all.  The 
speaker  thought  a  great  error  was  committed  by  many  associa- 
tions in  inviting  too  much  outside  assistance.  Strangers  will 
give  good  advice,  but  it  is  better  when  it  comes  from  residents  of 
the  community  who  haw  to  follow  it.  The  speaker  related  some 
of  his  experience  in  trying  to  reform  young  men  who  apply  to 
Christian  associations  for  aid,  and  showed  some  of  the  practical 
difficulties  in  the  way.  He  had  procured  a  needy  young  man  a 
situation  with  a  friend,  and  the  friend  had  been  robbed  in  conse- 
quence, and  this  was  not  a  singular  incident.  He  thought,  before 
organizing  more  associations,  it  would  be  well  to  bring  those  al 
ready  organized  up  to  their  fullest  working  capacity. 

The  subject,  "  How  to  conduct  prayer-meetings,"  was  again 
taken  up.  Mr.  Yemans  objected  to  some  of  Rev.  S.  W.  Duffield's 
views.  He  thought  that  a  man's  soul  was  the  temple  he  wor- 
shipped in,  and  that  the  outward  condition  of  the  place  of  meet- 
ing made  no  great  difference.  The  discussion  was  continued  by 
Messrs.  Emery  Tuttle,  H.  N.  Brown.  Gall  of  Ionia,  Bakewell, 
Pierson,  Hickey,  Elwood,  Duffield,  Lowe,  and  Brooks 

Reports  of  delegates  respecting  the  condition  of  their  respective 
associations  were  then  received  as  follows : 

W.  A.  Brooks,  of  Ann  Arbor,  gave  some  statistics  about  the 
finances  and  condition  of  the  association  in  the  University.  It  is 
next  to  the  largest,  and  one  of  the  most  effective  in  the  State. 

C.  C.  Yemans  said  the  association  in  Detroit  was  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  The  reading-room  was  visited  by  300  or  400  per- 
sons daily,  and  the  lectures  on  literary  and  scientific  topics  had 
been  well  attended,  and  gave  satisfaction.  The  distribution  of 
religious  reading  matter,  a  course  of   Saturday   evening   lec- 


tures, missionary  efforts  conducted  each  day  in  the  county  jail 
snd  each  week  in  the  poor-house,  and  lay  preaching,  had  been 
carried  on  the  past  year  as  before,  and  with  similar  good  results. 

C.  T.  Wickes  reported  in  behalf  of  the  East  Saginaw  Association. 
He  said  very  little  had  been  done  in  direct  mission  work  in  the 
city.  Services  had  baen  held  at  the  prison  with  good  results. 
The  association  had  under  its  charge  two  Sunday-schools. 

F.  E.  Tuttle,  of  Grand  Rapids,  said  the  association  there  had 
132  members,  and  had  expended  about  $1000  on  reading-room  and 
furniture,  and  the  room  was  visited  by  about  75  f  arsons  daily.  A 
building  was  projected. 

G.  A.  Willet,  of  Ionia,  reported  the  association  in  that  city  to 
have  been  involved  in  financial  difficulties,  but  it  was  now  in  a 
fair  way  to  be  a  success.    Membership,  60. ' 

D.  W.  Smith,  of  Jackson,  said  the  association  in  that  city  was 
disbanded.  Some  of  the  leading  pastors  thought  the  association 
came  between  themselves  and  their  people,  and  that  the  city  was 
not  large  enough  to  afford  it  a  field  for  useful  operations.  There 
is  now  no  charitable  organization  in  the  city. 

S.  W.  Hayes,  of  Olivet,  said  the  association  there  was  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition,  and  had  done  much  good.  Fortunately, 
they  had  neither  saloons  nor  jails  to  visit,  and  the  amount  of  mis- 
sionary work  required  is  not  as  great  as  in  other  localities. 

A.  J.  Aldrich,  of  Cold  water,  said  the  association  at  that  place 
had  not  disbanded,  but  had  found  it  expedient  to  suspend  opera- 
tions for  the  present.  An  association  had  been  organized  at 
Union  City,  near  Coldwater,  and  was  doing  well. 

On  Wednesday  p.m.  the  convention  held  its  session  at  the  Bap- 
tist church.  A  devotional  meeting,  led  by  Rev.  Dr.  Love,  of 
East  Saginaw,  was  held. 

The  topic,  "  Buildings  suited  to  associations,  and  how  to  secure 
them,"  was  opened  by  M.  S.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids,  who  read  a 
capital  paper  on  this  subject.  [Will  appear  in  our  May  number.] 
His  address  was  followed  by  discussions  of  seven  minutes  each,  for 
half  an  hour. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  having  elected  Rev.  A.  T. 
Pierson,  of  Detroit,  Chairman. 

The  closing  session  of  the  convention  was  held  in  the  evening 
in  the  Baptist  church,  and  was  by  far  the  most  interesting  meet- 
ing of  the  convention.  The  topic,  "  How  can  work  for  souls  be 
made  more  univeraal  and  characteristic  in  the  Church  of  Christ  V 
was  opened  with  a  very  able  address  by  Rev.  George  D.  Baker, 
of  Detroit,  followed  by  Rev.  S.  W.  Duffield,  of  Ann  Arbor,  and 
Mr.  James  Lowe,  of  Grand  Rapids.  Several  other  brethren  par- 
ticipated in  the  discussion.  It  was  a  powerful  meeting.  The 
Spirit  of  God  seemed  to  be  moving  all  hearts. 

A  resolution  was  passed  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  of  Michigan  to  the  associations  of  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  for  their  liberal  response  to  the  circular  of  the 
Detroit  association,  soliciting  relief  for  the  sufferers  by  the  fires. 

After  a  closing  address  by  Rev.  Mr.  Pierson  and  the  president, 
the  brethren  gathered  about  the  altar,  and  joined  hands,  singing 
"  Blest  be  the  tie,"  and  "  Say,  brothers,  will  you  meet  us,"  and,  af. 
ter  joining  in  prayer  with  Rev.  George  Duffield,  the  president 
pronounced  the  Fourth  Annual  Convention  adjourned  tine  die. 


The  Fulton-street  Prayer-Meeting.  —  Recently,  a 
young  man  said :  "  You  were  in  the  meeting  yesterday,  and  I  sup- 
pose will  remember  I  asked  prayer  for  a  young  man  who  was 
anxious.  He  is  my  brother.  This  morning  I  called  on  him,  and 
asked  him  how  he  felt.  '  This  is  the  way  I  feel,'  he  answered, 
handing  me  this  leaflet  from  the  American  Tract  Society,"  the 
speaker  holding  up  the  tract,  and  reading  the  lines  to  which  his 
brother  pointed.    It  was  entitled 

•'  COME." 
"  I  have  a  Friend,  a  precious  Friend — unchanging,  wise,  and  true. 

The  chief  among  ten  thousand,  O !  I  wish  you  knew  Him  too. 

When  all  the  woes  that  wait  on  me,  relax  each  feeble  limb, 

I  know  who  waits  to  welcome  me — have  you  a  Friend  like 
Him? 

He  comforts  me— He  strengthens  me ;  how  can  I  then  repine  ? 

He  loveth  me.    This  faithful  Friend  in  life  and  death  is  mine,'* 
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Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  be  specially  welcome : 

1.  New  features  in  the  work. 

2.  News  of  conventions. 

3.  Interesting  incidents. 

4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  individuals. 

5.  Communities  awakened. 

6.  Notices  of  Associations  in  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved . 
•3»-  Communications  should  reach  our  offloe  before  the  middle  of  the  month 

in  order  to  secure  prompt  Insertion. 


Buffalo,  If.  T.—Oai  members  here  held  their  annual  meet- 
ing on  February  15th.  The  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Bev.  Dr.  Chester  and  Bey.  W.  Olcott  Calkin*,  and  the  musical  portion 
of  the  programme  was  admirably  rendered  by  the  choir  of  St. 
John's  church.  Reports  were  presented  by  several  of  the  com- 
mittees of  the  association,  and  also  one  of  a  most  interesting 
character  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  G.  Jenkins.  Our 
brethren  at  Buffalo  have  been  doing  a  useful  and  fruitful  work 
of  late,  amid  discouragement  and  lack  of  sympathy  on  the  part 
of  the  Christian  public.  This  last  has  weighed  heavily  on  their 
hearts,  but  has  not  driven  them  from  the  anchorage-ground  of  a 
faith  that  the  Master  has  a  mission  for  them  to  fulfil.  During 
the  year  the  income  has  been  |3541.95,  of  which  sum  $359  is 
kept  as  the  nucleus  of  a  building  fund,  and  $188  is  appropriated, 
but  as  yet  unexpended.  An  interesting  series  of  visitations  and 
meetings  has  been  organized  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners  in  the 
jail,  and  Bible  distribution  has  also  been  undertaken.  Up  to  the 
cold  weather  of  December,  open-air  services  have  been  maintained 
among  the  boatmen  along  the  docks .  The  following  reference  to 
this  enterprise  will  be  read  with  interest : 

"On  Sabbath  afternoon,  May  14th,  we  held  the  first  open-air  ser- 
vice of  the  season.  Scarcely  had  the  hymn  been  sung  when  men 
and  bays  loitering  about  the  boats  and  saloons  began  to  gather 
around  us,  and  ere  long  we  had  an  audience  of  perhaps  150,  using 
a  hydrant  as  a  pulpit.  One  of  the  brethren  mounted  and  opened 
the  service.  The  audience  listened  with  marked  and  respectful 
attention  to  the  reading  of  the  Scripture,  prayer,  and  the  remarks  of 
the  young  men.  At  the  close,  papers  and  tracts  were  distributed 
and  eagerly  received  by  our  listeners.  Several  asked  to  distrib- 
ute them  upon  their  respective  boats.  Frequently  we  have  seen 
men  exhibit  deep  feeling,  and  on  one  occasion  an  aged  man  whis- 
pered to  one  standing  near  him,  in  a  voice  choked  with  emotion, 
'  This  cuts  me  to  the  heart ;  1  can't  stand  it,'  and  turned  away  un- 
able longer  to  restrain  his  feelings.  Again  and  again  have  we 
held  personal  conversation  with  those  who  have  lingered  after 
the  service,  who  often  have  accompanied  as  to  our  reading-rooms 
in  order  to  have  further  conversation  concerning  their  souls'  wel- 
fare." 

A  young  men's  Saturday  evening  prayer-meeting  was  estab- 
lished in  June,  and  has  ever  since  been  growing  in  interest  and  at- 
tendance. Several  conversions  are  directly  traceable  to  this  seriesof 
meetings.  In  saloon-work,  also,  our  brethren  have  been  able  to 
sow  good  seed,  albeit  in  hard  and  stony  ground.  Although  many 
of  our  associations  have  labored  in  this  field,  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Jenkins's  report  may  prove  suggestive  to  workers 
elsewhere: 

"  A  band  of  four  or  five  young  men  determined  to  make  an  effort 
in  this  direction.  So,  starting  out  one  evening  for  the  lower  part 
of  the  city,  armed  with  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  and  a  good  supply 
of  religious  reading-matter,  they  entered  a  saloon.  Permission 
was  asked  of  the  bartender  to  sing  for  a  few  moments  and  to  hold  a 
brief  service,  which  he  very  readily  granted.  In  a  moment  they 
began  to  sing : 

'  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood.' 

"  This  was  followed  by  a  brief  but  earnest  prayer  for  all  in  the 
saloon,  special  mention  being  made  of  the  bartender.  After  this 
a  few  words  of  Scripture,  together  with  an  appeal  that  they  would 
repent  of  and  forsake  their  sins  and  turn  to  Christ  for  salvation, 
all  of  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention.  Having  dis- 
tributed papers  and  tracts,  thanking  the  bartender,  they  departed 
to  hold  a  similar  service  in  another  saloon.  In  this  manner,  four 
such  services  have  been  conducted  of  an  evening.  In  one  in- 
stance a  barkeeper  refused  to  sell  liqnor  to  a  customer  until  we 
bad  concluded  the  service.    Still  another,  where  they  were  about 


to  dance,  when  they  understood  the  object  of  our  visit,  the  fiddle 
ceased,  and  all  became  quiet  to  listen,  while  we  spoke  to  them  of 
a  better  way,  even  an  heavenly.  But  oace  or  twice  were  we  re- 
fused permission,  and  in  those  cases  the  proprietors  were  absent. 
In  several  instances  we  were  invited  to  repeat  our  visit,  and  have 
always  been  treated  with  respect  by  the  keepers  of  the  saloons." 

Other  mission  services  have  been  sustained  by  the  members, 
much  to  their  own  spiritual  advantage  and  the  eternal  good  of 
those  ministered  unto.  At  the  rooms,  a  large  amount  of  work 
has  been  done  of  the  kind  which  young  strangers  require.  Em- 
ployment is  procured  for  those  who  need  it ;  tea-services  and  sing- 
ing-meetings have  been  held  on  the  Sabbath,  and  in  many  other 
ways  the  association  has  endeavored  to  perform  its  duty. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Guthrie  presented  at  the  anniversary  meeting  sua  ex- 
haustive report  on  the  building  question,  which  closed  with  an 
urgent  recommendation  for  the  prompt  action  of  the  association 
and  its  friends  in  the  direction  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  in  Buf- 
falo. The  brethren  of  this  important  association  are  entitled  to  a 
permanent  home,  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  citizens  of  Buf- 
falo will  give  them  their  rights  in  due  time. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio.— The  Y.  M.  C.  A  here  has  organized  a 
band  of  young  men,  under  the  supervision  of  their  superintend- 
ent, who  meet  in  their  rooms  half  an  hour  previous  to  the  even- 
ing services  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights,  and,  after  spending 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  in  prayer,  go  out  into  the  streets, 
taking  the  different  street-corners  near  the  rooms,  distributing 
printed  invitations  and  tracts  to  the  passers-by.  On  the  first 
nights  of  their  work  the  attendance  in  their  meetings  was  in- 
creased fully  eighty  per  cent. 

The  work  at  the  hospital,  jail,  and  workhouse  is  still  kept  up, 
and  three  conversions  have  lately  been  reported  in  the  former 
place.  Among  the  United  States  troops  at  the  Newport  Barracks, 
the  committee,  at  ths  last  business  meeting,  reported  a  very  de- 
cided interest  in  the  subject  of  religion.  During  the  past  two 
months,  five  free  concerts  have  been  given,  with  an  average  of 
400  persons  in  attendance.  On  every  occasion  persona  wen 
turned  away,  there  not  being  standing-room  for  them.  Four 
very  interesting  free  lectures  have  been  given  during  the  same 
time,  with  an  average  attendance  of  260.  At  Longview  Insane 
Asylum,  four  concerts  have  been  given  by  the  association  to  the 
unfortunates  there,  much  to  the  gratification  of  the  inmates.  Tbe 
noon  meetings,  Saturday  night  prayer-meeting,  Bible-class,  tem- 
perance meetings,  and  service  of  song  are  all  better  attended  now 
than  any  time  before.  At  the  meeting  held  March  10th,  nine 
young  men  requested  prayers. 

Brooklyn,  K.  F.— This  prominent  and  active  association 
has  engaged  rooms  in  the  four-story  iron-front  edifices  on  the 
south  side  of  Fulton-avenue,  between  Gallatin-place  and  Smith- 
street.  Two  of  the  buildings  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  Mar, 
and  the  others  will  not  be  completed  before  August.  Three 
buildings  adjoining  Gallatin-place  will  be  occupied  by  the  asso- 
ciation in  August.  The  first  floor  will  be  approached  by  a  stair- 
way on  the  Gallatin-place  side,  seven  feet  in  width,  running  to 
the  top  of  the  building.  On  the  first  floor  will  be  the  reception- 
room,  29  by  30  feet ;  the  library  and  reading-room,  46  by  60  feet ; 
the  Directors'  room,  16  by  23  feet,  and  a  cloak-room.  The  second 
floor  will  contain  the  parlors,  53  by  23  feet,  with  cloak-room. 
There  will  be  two  class-rooms,  each  20  by  23  feet,  divided  by 
folding  doors,  which  can  be  withdrawn  at  pleasure,  and  the  two 
rooms  thrown  into  one  for  devotional  meetings.  The  lecture- 
hall  will  occupy  the  third  and  fourth  stories,  the  main  pstrt  of 
the  auditorium  being  46  by  84  feet,  and  28  feet  from  floor  to  ceil- 
ing. The  platform  will  be  the  full  width  of  the  hall,  and  will  be 
ten  feet  deep.  There  will  be  dressing-rooms  behind  the  platform. 
There  will  also  be  a  gallery,  which,  with  the  main  floors,  will  fur- 
nish seats  for  1100  persons.  The  third  story  of  the  east  building 
will  contain  two  parlors,  23  by  30}  feet  each,  separated  by 
folding-doors.  The  structure  will  he  heated  by  steam.  The 
rental  is  understood  to  be  $4500. 
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Toledo,  O.— The  members  of  tEe  T.  M.  C.  A.  signalized  their 
removal  to  new  rooms  in  Hartford  Block,  by  a  reception  and  sup- 
per, on  February  16th.  The  supper  was  prepared  by  the  Women's 
Christian  Association  of  the  city,  and  is  spoken  of  as  highly  cred- 
itable to  their  good  "  taste  "  and  skill.  Toasts  and  speeches  were 
a  part  of  the  programme.  Among  the  speakers  wore  Hon.  J.  C. 
Lee,  Bey.  S.  G.  Dawson,  Rev.  H.  M.  McCracken,  Rev.R.B.  Pope, 
Bdv.  Robert  McCune,  D.  A.  Waterman,  and  J.  M.  Brown.  The 
new  rooms  of  the  association  are  in  the  second-story  of  the  First 
National  Bank  building,  and  are  commodious  and  attractively 
.furnished.  They  are  home-like  in  their  effect,  and  offer  unusual 
inducements  to  the  stranger  and  the  friendless  among  young  men. 
Under  their  new  and  progressive  administration,  lectures,  con- 
certs, monthly  socials,  classes,  etc.,  are  projected,  although  we 
may  suggest  a  larger  proportion  of  religious  meetlDgs  than  sim- 
ple daily  and  weekly  prayer-meetings,  and  Sunday  services. 
Having  undertaken  to  catch  young  men  for  their  spiritual  good, 
it  will  not  do  to  spend  all  the  money  and  talent  on  mere  bait. 
But  we  presume  the  good  work  will  be  properly  pushed,  for  the 
management  is  in  good  hands.  The  present  officers  are  :  Presi- 
dent, Charles  Douglass;  Vice-President,  W.  H.  Alexander ;  Secre- 
tary, H.  H.  Fulton;  Treasurer,  W.  C.  Crabbs;  Superintendent, 
T.  A.  Nelson. 

San  Francisco,  Col. — At  the  recent  quarterly  meeting  of 
this  T.  M.  C.  A.  the  following  persons  were  elected  life-members : 
Ass  Harker,  Col.  J.  D.  Fry,  A.  W.  Robinson,  F.  W.  Van  Reyne- 
gom,  Charles  F.  Hamilton,  A.  R.  Baldwin,  and  George  W.  Pres- 
cott.  Also  a  large  number  of  associate  and  active  members  were 
elected.  Over  $500  in  donations  from  life-members  and  others 
were  received  and  acknowledged. 

The  librarian  reported  that  the  reading-rooms,  library,  and 
gymnasium  of  the  association  continue  to  be  constantly  attended 
by  large  numbers  of  young  men.  The  chess-rooms  and  bowling- 
alleys  are  much  less  used  than  heretofore.  The  attendance  at  the 
monthly  social  and  literary  meetings  and  at  the  weekly  singing- 
school  has  been  good.  1445  letters  (31  foreign)  have  been  found 
at  the  post-office  unpaid,  and  have  been  post-paid  by  the  associa- 
tion. 275  lodgings  and  50  meals  have  been  furnished  to  the 
needy,  and  40  situations  procured.  2500  papers  and  pictorials 
have  been  distributed  upon  the  streets,  and  at  the  hospitals  and 
Alcatraz  Island. 

The  noon-day  prayer-meeting  has  greatly  increased  in  interest 
and  importance  within  the  past  few  weeks,  and  also  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Saturday-evening  prayer-meetings. 


Albany,  If.  IT. — Under  the  auspices  of  the  Albany  Y.  M.  C. 
A.,  a  meeting  (or  sapper,  rather),  for  the  newsboys  and  bootblacks 
of  that  city,  took  place  on  March  2d,  at  Association  Hall.  The 
scene  is  described  by  the  Times  as  "  one  unprecedented  m  Albany." 
The  project  was  planned  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Gladding,  and  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  Christian  public  was  cheerfully  given  to  make  the 
affair  a  success.  Three  long  tables,  loaded  with  eatables  in  be- 
wildering variety,  were  surrounded  with  the  young  guests,  and  a 
feast  of  reason  was  also  provided,  such  as  never  before,  we  pre- 
sume, graced  such  an  occasion.  Vice-President  Pruyn  presided, 
and  speeches  were  made  by  Governor  Hoffman,  Rev.  Dr.  Clark, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Reeves.  A  band  of  music  also  enlivened  the  occa- 
sion. The  tables  were  waited  upon  by  a  bevy  of  Albany  beau- 
ties ;  several  prominent  citizens  and  legislators  lent  their  pres- 
ence, and,  in  fact,  everything  seems  to  have  been  done  to  make  the 
affair  a  memorable  one — and  its  success  was  complete.  Who  can 
estimate  the  possible  good  results  of  such  an  evening's  work  as 
this? 

Albany,  2f.  T.— The  General  Secretary  writes :  "  I  feel  that 
there  are  indications  of  a  spiritual  waking-up  in  our  association. 
We  have  to  report  four  cases  of  conversion  through  the  efforts  of 
the  association  during  the  past  few  months — two  of  them  at 
City  Hospital  (one  of  which  was  a  former  Romanist),  one  at  the 


jail,  and'  one  at  the  rooms.  The  noon-day  prayer-meeting  is, 
on  the  whole,  I  think,  in  a  better  state  than  for  some  time  past. 
It  has  long  been  felt  desirable  to  have  an  association  prayer- 
meeting  weekly,  in  the  evening.  Accordingly,  one  has  been  es- 
tablished, which  has  been  going  on  for  four  or  five  weeks  with 
cheering  results.  These  meetings  (in  the  evening)  are  steadily 
increasing  in  numbers  and  interest.  The  leader  selects  his  sub- 
ject a  few  days  before  the  meeting,  and  the  same  is  published. 
God's  blessing  is  confidently  looked  for  upon  these  Tuesday 
evening  meetings." 

NeW'Torh  City.— -The  Eastern  Branch  T.  M.  C.  A.  had  a 

"  free  lunch,"  as  their  invitations  termed  it,  on  March  18th,  at 
their  rooms  in  Grand-street,  which  was  largely  attended  and  very 
lively.  Several  earnest  addresses  were  delivered  by  speakers 
who  knew  how  to  talk  ;  and  then  coffee,  cakes,  and  sandwiches 
were  liberally  dispensed.  Such  gatherings  have  been  held  every 
month  this  winter,  and  have  become  a  feature  of  the  work  of  this 
branch.  No  ladies  are  present,  but  young  men  come  in  crowds, 
spend  a  pleasant  evening,  with  a  varied  programme,  except  that 
the  "free  lunch"  is  invariable.  Other  associations  may  get  a 
useful  hint  from  this  short  notice  of  a  very  good  thing. 

In  connection  with  the  City  Mission,  we  understand  the  T.  M. 
C.  A.  are  about  establishing  a  reading-room  on  the  Bowery,  with 
a  view  of  attracting  the  crowds  of  young  men  who  throng  that 
thoroughfare 

Springfield,  Mass.— This  T.  M.  C.  A.  has  undertaken,  by 
means  of  a  systematic  subdivision  of  the  work,  to  procure  infor- 
mation about  all  the  young  men  of  the  place  (as  regards  occupa- 
tion, location,  habits,  church  relation,  if  any,  etc.,  etc.),  with  the 
view  of  applying  such  measures  of  restraining  or  reformatory  in- 
fluence as  may  be  delicately  and  fraternally  brought  to  bear. 
The  work  is  done  by  the  members,  without  ostentation  or  as- 
sumption, and,  so  long  as  it  can  thus  be  performed,  it  would  ap- 
pear to  be  a  movement  in  a  new  and  practical  direction.  There 
is  nothing  like  having  an  aim  in  all  tbat  we  do,  and  if  we  can 
learn  in  advance  all  about  the  young  men  we  want  to  benefit, 
time  will  be  saved,  and  a  great  waste  of  preliminaries  avoided. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  how  the  plan  works. 

Montpelier,  Vt. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A. 
occurred  on  Monday  evening,  February  19th.  The  report*  of  the 
various  officers  indicated  a  healthy  condition  of  the  society,  both 
financially  and  spiritually.  The  records  now  show  the  member- 
ship as  61,  of  whom  57  are  active,  and  4  associate.  A  prayer- 
meeting  has  been  sustained  on  Sunday  evenings  with  interest 
and  success,  and  various  mission  enterprises  have  flourished  un- 
der the  vigorous  labor  of  the  President,  A.  J.  Howe,  and  D.  Mc- 
Donald, seconded  by  the  active  workers  of  the  association.  The 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President, 
A  J.  Howe ;  Vice-President,  E.  S.  Hibbard  ;  Recording  Secretary, 
A.  G.  Stone ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  T.  Best ;  Treasurer,  C.  W. 
Spinney;  Registrar,  D.  G.  Kemp;  Directors,  A.  G.  Bean,  D.  S. 
Wheatley,  H.  C.  Lull. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. — Our  members  here  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  carrying  out  the  spirit  of  the  following  resolutions, 
adopted  January  9th,  which  are  worthy  of  the  attention  of  asso- 
ciations everywhere : 

"  Whereas,  Certain  illustrated  papers,  exposed  and  mid  in  large 
numbers  throughout  our  cities,  are  destructive  of  public  morals, 
and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  State ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  evil  demands  the  immediate  and  earnest 
attention  of  the  Christian  public,  of  Christian  associations 
throughout  the  land,  and  of  this  association  in  particular. 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number,  be  appointed  by  the  President,  and  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  this  committee  to  devise  and  put  in  operation  the  best 
method  of  suppressing  licentious  publications." 


Minneapolis,  Minn, 

C.  A.  were  opened  on  Febr 


The  rooms  of  the  "  East-Side' 
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moneys.  These  rooms  are  in  Wensinger's  Block,  and  very  eligi- 
bly located.  The  opening  was  an  occasion  of  much  interest,  and 
both  in  the  spirit  manifested  and  the  varied  exercises  of  the 
evening  proved  a  happy  augury  for  the  future  of  the  new  enter- 
prise. The  feature  of  the  evening's  programme  was  an  eloquent 
address  by  Professor  A.  B.  Donaldson,  a  report  of  which  has  been 
received  and  read  with  pleasure ;  but  the  crowded  state  of  our 
columns  foroids  extracts  in  this  number.  During  the  evening, 
other  brief  addresses  were  made  by  President  Thompson,  L.  W. 
Campbell,  S.  P.  Borland,  Rev.  N.  Kellogg,  J.  D.  Burr,  and  others- 

Cleveland,  Ohio.— Mr.  Sbeaff  writes :  "After  our  noon-day 
meeting  on  last  Tuesday,  March  12th,  a  gentleman  of  this 
city,  a  young  business  man,  appreciating  the  work  of  our  asso- 
ciation among  young  men,  told  the  superintendent  that  God  had 
blessed  him  in  his  business,  and  he  felt  like  consecrating  some  of 
his  money  to  the  building  of  our  audience  hall  and  new  reading- 
room.  He  presented  the  association  with  $1000  cash,  refuting  to 
give  his  name  to  the  association,  saying  it  was  for  the  Master's 
work.    We  hope  to  find  many  more  such  friends.    Praise  God." 

The  Cleveland  brethren,  in  February,  held  96  meetings,  sent 
out  29  delegations  on  various  missions,  had  an  average  attend- 
ance of  75  at  the  noon-day  prayer-meetings,  and,  as  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, are  receiving  abundant  evidences  of  God's  blessing.  Let 
us  all  go  and  do  likewise,  and  win  the  same  recompense  of  re- 
ward 1 


Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio.— A  correspondent  says:  "An  un- 
usual religious  interest  has  prevailed  in  our  village  for  over  three 
months,  resulting  in  large  additions  to  all  the  churches,  more 
than  doubling  their  membership.  On  Sabbath-day,  March  3d,  a 
delegation  of  six  from  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Cleveland  were  with  us, 
and,  telling  us  of  the  great  wore  done  by  the  association  ihere 
and  elsewhere,  encouraged  the  young  men  here  to  go  to  work  for 
the  Master.  Five  hundred  dollars  was  pledged  at  the  Sabbath 
evening  meeting,  and  on  Monday  evening,  the  4th,  an  organi- 
zation was  effected  with  160  members,  and  the  officers  elected. 
Rooms  are  being  fitted  up,  and  the  association  bids  fair  to  do  a 
go(4  work  here.  A  hopeful,  trustful  spirit  animates  our  young 
men,  and  a  wide-open  door  is  before  them.  May  God  help  them 
to  enter  in." 


[April 

Newark,  N.  J".— We  notice  in  the  Young  Men'*  Aitotak 
that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  in  January,  the 
Room  Committee  were  instructed  to  vacate  the  present  roomj  oi 
the  association  on  April  1st.  The  chapel  attached  to  Aseociuion 
Hall,  included  in  the  new  purchase,  will  be  fitted  up  by  that  time 
for  the  use  of  the  association,  which  will  include  an  attractive  ud 
pleasant  reading-room,  a  prayer-meeting  room,  and  a  parlor  or 
committee-room, 

Greenville,  Mich.— this  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  at  its  late  uroml 
meeting,  elected  the  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  Pr» 
ident,  E.  F.  Grabill ;  Vice-President,  W.  P.  Strickland ;  Treasurer, 
O.  W.  Green ;  Recording  Secretary,  E.  J.  Clark ;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  C.  C.  Merritt.  The  following  persons  compose  the 
Board  of  Managers :  John  Lewis,  H.  L.  Bower,  H.  B.  Fargo, 
W.  B.  Cornell,  George  R.  Slawson,  T.  J.  Potter. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Our  members  have  recently  thorough- 
ly revised  and  improved  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  their  u- 
sociation.  Among  other  provisions,  the  name  Corresponding 
Secretary  has  been  changed  to  General  Secretary,  in  accordance 
with  the  action  of  the  conference  of  secretaries  and  superintend- 
ents, held  daring  the  sessions  of  the  International  Convention, 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  May  last. 


Portland,  M e.— The  Women's  Christian  Association  here 
continues  to  be  actively  engaged  in  its  Christian  work  of  tract 
distribution,  visitation,  prayer-meetings,  and  free  classes  of  in- 
struction. The  last  department  has  been  unusually  prosperous 
the  present  season,  the  attendance  being  regular,  the  order  good, 
and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  the  different  branches  taught 
highly  satisfactory.  The  school  is  under  the  charge  of  a  paid 
lady  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  free  voluntary  services  of 
several  teachers.  The  association  is  making  efforts  to  secure  a 
home  for  girls.  They  already  possess  a  small  fund,  and  a  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  solicit  further  donations  for  the  ob- 
ject. 

Boston,  Mast. — Our  members  here  are  rejoicing  in  the  good 
results  of  their  noon  prayer-meeting,  at  which  the  attendance  of- 
ten numbers  900,  and  converts  are  made  by  God's  Spirit  almost 
every  day.  The  association  holds  three  daily  prayer-meetings, 
all  of  them  being  well  attended.  The  mission  of  visitation  insti- 
tuted by  the  Boston  brethren,  and  carried  on  by  Mr.  Burnell  and 
others,  is  producing  the  most  happy  results  in  the  awakening  of 
torpid  organizations,  and  the  prominent  presentation  of  the  build- 
ing-fund feature.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Boston 
T.  M.  C.  A.  is  actively  and  extensively  at  work. 


Winthrop,  Me.— We  learn  of  fruitful  work  on  the  part  of 
this  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  connection  with  the  revival  in  Leeds.  Numer- 
ous conversions  are  reported  as  the  result  of  the  outpouring  of 
God's  Spirit  in  answer  to  the  prayers  (accompanied  by  the  faith- 
ful labors)  of  our  members  of  Winthrop.  This  is  just  as  it  should 
be.  Where  revivals  occur  there  should  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  be  active, 
and  where  they  do  not  occur  there  is  all  the  better  reason  why 
the  brethren  should  be  more  active.  God  only  waits  to  be  gn- 
cious. 

Bangor,  Me. — There  are  abundant  reasons  for  the  permi- 
nent  establishment  of  an  active  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  this  city.  Pre- 
vious attempts  in  this  direction  have  failed,  we  know,  but  then 
must  have  been  some  why  or  wherefore  in  the  failure  which  i 
little  true  Christian  zeal  (according  to  knowledge)  would  remove. 
Cannot  our  members  in  Portland  do  something  for  the  Muter 
and  His  cause  by  a  mission  to  Bangor  ? 


Elleton,  Md. — A  new  association  was  formed  here  on  Febru- 
ary 18th,  under  very  promising  auspices.  More  than  fifty  name* 
were  proposed  for  membership  at  the  first  meeting.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  office-bearers :  President,  Dr.  R.  C.  Macall ;  Vice-Prti 
identt,  W.  J.  Jones,  Dr.  T.  H.  Musgrove ;  Corresponding  Stcrt 
tary.  Rev.  A.  S.  Vaughan ;  Recording  Secretary,  Benjamin  Lodore; 
Treasurer,  Reuben  Haines ;  Librarian,  H.  W.  Lyman. 


New-York  City. — At  the  annual  election  of  the  colored 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  held  at  their  rooms,  No.  185 
Bleecker-atreet,  on  Monday  evening,  March  4th,  1872,  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  :  President,  E.  V.  C.  Eato ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Henry  Holmes,  Wm.  H.  Davis,  Wm.  H.  Coleman,  Richard 
Wilson,  John  H.  Johnsonia,  James  Wright,  Jesse  Porter,  C.  H. 
Eato,  James  F.  Thomas,  Jacob  Hitter  ;  Recording  Secretary,  Dr. 
A.  Storms ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Walter  H.  Burrill ;  Treas- 
urer, Henry  Cunningham. 


Bridgeton,  Me.— A.  new  Y.  M.  C.  A.  here  has  for  its  officer! : 
President,  E.  R.  Staples ;  Vice-President*,  S.  M.  Cook,  Jacob  Cole; 
Secretary,  Luther  G.  Kimball ;  Librarian,  E.  A  Gib  be.  We  un- 
derstand that  President  Staples  was  formerly  an  active  worker  in 
the  Portland  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  which  is  all  the  better  for  our  Bridgeton 
brethren. 


Baltimore,  Md. — Sixteen  meetings  a  week  are  regnlarlj 
maintained  by  our  members  in  Baltimore.  It  is  confidently  ex- 
pected that  the  new  building  will  be  completed  during  the  prev- 
ent year.  This  accomplished,  and  the  association  wiU  be  self- 
sustaining.  May  God  prosper  these  dear  brethren  in  their  labor 
of  love  and  their  work  of  faith  I 


Macon,  Oa. — A  movement  is  making  for  the  organintioa 
of  an  association  at  this  important  point.  There  was  one  than 
some  years  ago  whose  delegates  attended  the  Troy  convention. 
Now  there  is  to  be  a  new  one,  which  we  trust  will  be  represent- 
„>d  at  Lowell. 
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Alexandria,  Va. — At  its  monthly  meeting  in  February 
this  Y.  M.  C.  A.  took  steps  looking  to  securing  an  Act  of  Incor- 
poration, and  directed  its  treasurer  to  fund  $300  of  the  amount 
subscribed  at  the  anniversary  meeting  in  government  bonds,  as  a 
nucleus  of  a  building  fund.  It  was  stated  that  two  or  three  lib 
eral  offers  of  cooperation  in  the  building  project  had  been  made. 
Well  done,  Alexandria  1 


New-York  City.— The  Young  People's  Christian  Associa- 
tion of  the  Fourteenth-street  Presbyterian  church  recently  pre- 
sented a  $500  United  States  bond  to  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  E.  W. 
Hitchcock,  who  has  been  appointed  minister  in  charge  of  the 
American  Chapel  at  Paris. 


Yarmouth,  JV.  8. — Our  members  here  have,  throughout 
the  season,  maintained  a  most  attractive  and  interesting  course 
of  lectures,  with  successful  results.  The  lecturers  have  been 
mainly  local  clergymen,  and  the  subjects  selected  appear  to  us 
remarkably  suggestive  and  replete  with  instruction. 


Washington,  D.  C— We  notice,  in  a  letter  from  this  city, 
the  statement  that  our  members  here  have  cleared  $1500  by  a 
course  of  scientific  lectures  this  winter.  We  don't  want  to  doubt 
so  good  a  report,  but  would  be  glad  to  have  it  confirmed. 


Walertown,  K.  Y.— The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  here  has  had  the  sat- 
isfaction of  successfully  carrying  through  a  course  of  lectures 
and  literary  entertainments  this  season.  We  hope  to  hear  that 
their  work  in  the  spiritual  vineyard  has  also  been  prospered. 


Westerly,  It.  J.— The  Eev.  J.  P.  Hubbard  has  given  his 
check  for  $1000,  toward  aiding  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  town.  What  an  ex- 
ample for  the  laymen  of  Westerly  I 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — Union  prayer-meetings  are  held  every 
afternoon,  at  roar  o'clock,  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion rooms. 


Stonington,  Conn. — A  young  Men's  Christian  Association 
has  been  formed  in  Stonington. 


FOREIGN 


Juondon. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  northwest  branch  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  held  at  Stafford 
Rooms,  Tltchborne-street,  Edgware-road,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
February  7th.  J.  E.  Mathleson,  Esq.,  took  the  chair.  Notwith- 
standing the  pelting  rain,  a  large  and  influential  company  assem- 
bled, among  whom  were  many  of  the  principal  supporters  of  the 
institution.  Addresses  were  given  by  John  Cunliffe,  Esq.,  the 
treasurer ;  George  Williams,  Esq.,  the  founder  of  the  association ; 
Dr.  John  Hall  Gladstone.  F.R.S.,  of  the  committee ;  Rev.  G.  D. 
Macgregor,  Rev.  Dr.  Spencer,  and  Gordon  Furlong,  Esq.  A  pro- 
gramme was  given  to  each  person  as  they  entered,  at  the  foot  of 
which  was  the  following  announcement:  "God  has  very  gra- 
ciously prospered  the  work  of  the  association  iu  the  benefiting  of 
young  men,  and  thousands  besides  acknowledge  how  much  they 
owe  to  its  blessing.  Yet  the  work  has  suffered  for  many  years 
from  pecuniary  difficulties.  Additional  annual  subscriptions  to 
the  extent  of  £200  are  needed  to  sustain  its  future  operations, 
and  £80  to  meet  current  liabilities.  The  committee  trust  their 
friends  will  kindly  and  cheerfully  help  them  in  raising  this 
amount.  A  change  of  officers  has  taken  place  since  the  last  an- 
nual meeting.  The  late  chairman  and  secretary  having  resigned, 
a  successor  to  the  latter  is  found  in  Mr.  H.  Mills,  who  has  been 
long  and  favorably  known  in  the  work,  and  the  committee  gladly 
announce  that  John  Cunliffe,  Esq.,  has  accepted  the  office  of 
treasurer."  The  report  gave  a  cheering  account  of  the  work 
done  both  in  and  outside  the  association.  Two  hundred  young 
men  attend  the  Bible-classes,  and  at  special  meetings  for  ad- 


dresses from  three  to  four  hundred  attend.  Letters,  from  which 
eatracts  were  given,  show  the  good  that  has  resulted.  There  are 
missions  to  ragged  children  and  to  lodging-houses,  and  agencies 
for  selling  the  Scriptures  at  cost  price,  and  the  free  distribution  of 
Christian  tracts  and  books.  The  association  has  not  been  in.  so 
good  a  financial  position  for  many  years,  yet  this  has  been  at 
tained  with  such  difficulty  that  the  committee  are  compelled  to 
appeal  for  more  yearly  subscribers.  The  benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  Rev.  J.  O.  Fellowes.  Letters,  expressing  sympa- 
thy with  the  work  and  apologizing  for  absence,  from  the  Rev. 
Charles  Campe,  Rev.  G.  C.  Bellewes,  Rev.  J.  Clifford,  and  W.  E. 
Shipton,  Esq.,  were  read  to  the  meeting. —  West  Londoner. 


York.— This  Y.  M.  C.  A.  held  its  first  anniversary  meeting  on 
September  37th,  and  from  the  printed  report  sent  us,  we  judge 
that  the  occasion  was  one  of  much  interest.  The  exercises  were 
prefaced  by  an  excellent  tea,  and  the  public  meeting  subsequently 
held  was  presided  over  by  the  Dean  of  York,  who  also  made  a 
sympathetic  address,  which  was  frequently  applauded.  Mr. 
Bennett,  the  honorary  secretary,  submitted  a  report  of  the  year's 
work,  from  which  we  learn  that  the  association  has  grown  from 
its  original  membership  of  20  to  180  members,  and,  having  found 
its  first  location  and  accommodations  too  circumscribed,  has  lo- 
cated itself  in  a  suite  of  eight  rooms  on  Parliament-street.  The 
Archbishop  of  York  is  president,  and  the  Dean  of  York  is  a  vice- 
president,  of  the  association.  Of  coarse,  under  such  auspices,  the 
society  has  every  promise  of  prosperity  so  long  as  its  active  mem- 
bers do  their  part  to  deserve  it.  By  means  of  a  reading-room, 
free  meetings,  literary  circles,  Bible-classes,  lectures,  and  Bpeci&l 
services,  the  York  brethren  are  carrying  on  a  very  useful  work 
among  young  men.  There  are  also  maintained  various  mission 
ary  agencies,  one  of  which,  the  Sunday  Morning  Canvassing 
Mission,  is  worthy  of  special  note.  This  consists  of  a  committee 
of  young  men  who  go  out  into  the  lanes  and  by-ways  of  the  city, 
and,  speaking  a  kind  word  of  earnest  appeal  to  the  great  numbers 
who  rarely  if  ever  attend  a  place  of  worship,  often  succeed  in  ex- 
ercising a  deep  and  lasting  influence  for  good  upon  those  whom 
they  meet.  Open-air  meetings  are  often  held  in  a  locality  fre- 
quented by  Sabbath-breakers,  where  also  useful  mission  work  has 
been  performed. 

Interesting  addresses  were  delivered  at  the  anniversary  meet- 
ing by  Messrs.  Fielden  Thorp,  T.  B.  Smithies  (editor  of  the  Brit- 
ish Workman),  W.  E.  Shipton,  Revs.  E.  D.  Green,  J.  E.  Sampson, 
C.  Ulingworth,  and  Henry  Downes. 


Paris,  France.— Recent  letters  received  by  the  Executive 
Committee  advise  that  the  membership  of  the  Anglo-American 
branch  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Paris  is  gradually  increasing,  and 
the  breaches  made  by  the  war  are  rapidly  closing.  The  reading- 
room  is  well  attended  ;  French  and  English  classes  are  in  success- 
ful operation ;  the  literary  weekly  meetings  have  been  resumed ; 
but  as  yet  neither  the  Bible-class  nor  other  religions  services 
have  ,been  brought  into  systematic  form  again.  The  French 
branch  of  the  association  has  had  a  very  interesting  and  useful 
course  of  Sunday  evening  lectures,  which  has  been  well  attended. 
Its  Bible-class  and  prayer-meeting,  held  on  Tuesday  evenings,  is 
the  principal  religious  work  now  engaged  in  by  the.  members ; 
but  we  are  informed  that  the  occasions  are  very  delightful,  and 
that  the  Lord's  blessing  rests  upon  these  meetings.  We  regret 
to  find  in  the  Bulletin  a  somewhat  sombre  view  of  the  situation 
of  the  institution  throughout  France.  Now,  if  our  members 
over  there  will  only  get  to  work  in  thorough  earnest,  they  can,  at 
this  juncture,  not  only  prove  their  title  to  life,  but  lay  a  firm 
foundation  for  the  future.  Don't  stop  to  wipe  your  eyes,  breth- 
ren, but  work ! 


Honolulu,  Sandwich  Inlands.— The  regular  meeting  of 
the  association  for  January  was  well  attended,  and  interesting. 
The  treasurer  reported  the  association  in  debt  about  $114  over 
the  amount  of  cash  in  the  treasury.  The  Committee  on  the  Chi- 
nese Sunday-School  reported  progress,  with  very  encouraging 
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prospects.  Mr.  T.  R.  Walker,  the  Committee  on  Topics  for  the 
evening,  spoke  on  the "  Use  and  Abase  of  Fiction."  His  dis- 
course, both  in  its  historical  and  critical  part*,  was  most  entertain- 
ing and  instructive.  The  subject  for  December  was  the  "  Use 
and  Abase  of  Narcotic  Stimulants ;"  chat  for  the  present  month 
is  the  question  how  the  association  can  best  work  in  relation  to 
the  temperance  reform. 

The  daily  prayer -meeting*  which  have  been  conducted  by  the 
Bethel  and  Fort-street  churches  through  a  large  part  of  the 
month,  have  been  attended  with  much  evident  interest  and  feel- 
ing. 

The  Chinese  Sunday-school,  of  which  mention  has  been  made, 
has  been  commenced  with  most  encouraging  circumstances.  It  is 
held  on  Sunday  afternoons,  the  association  having  given  up  their 
prayer-meeting  for  this  work.  The  opening  day  was  stormy,  and 
the  attendance  both  of  teachers  and  scholars  was  very  small.  On 
the  second  Sunday  there  were  sixteen  or  seventeen  Chinamen 
present,  and  about  as  many  teachers ;  and  this  number  has  since 
increased.  A  large  proportion  of  those  who  attend  have  pre- 
viously partially  learned  to  read,  and  so  in  a  measure  are  able  to 
receive  religious  instruction. — The  Friend. 


City  of  Mexico.— A  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  in  principle  like  those  of 
this  country,  now  meets  In  the  great  hall  of  San  Juan  Lateran, 
Mexico. 


THE  CONFERENCE  AT  AMSTERDAM. 

Thb  following  is  the  provisional  programme  of  the  general 
meeting  of  delegates  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
of  all  countries,  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam,  from  the  22d  to  the 
26th  of  August,  1872 : 

Thursday,  August  22d,  at  6  o'clock  p.m.,  opening  service  at  one 
of  the  churchrs  ;  at  8  o'clock,  welcoming  the  delegates. 

Friday,  August  23d,  at  9  o'clock  a.m.,  prayer-meeting  and  open- 
ing of  the  conferences;  at  10  o'clock,  treatment  of  the  subject : 
"  What  is  the  special  aim  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  t  By  what  means 
do  we  attempt  to  accomplish  our  purpose  in  different  countries  ?" 
(a)  with  regard  to  the  young  men  themselves  ;  (b)  with  regard  to 
the  Christian  Church ;  (c)  with  regard  to  missions  at  home  and 
abroad  ;  (d)  with  regard  to  society.  The  above  to  be  introduced 
by  the  president  of  the  committee  of  the  United  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of 
Holland,  or  by  one  of  the  delegates.  From  12  to  2  o'clock,  re- 
cess ;  from  2  to  4  o'clock,  continuation  of  the  same  subject,  by 
communications  of  the  delegates,  introduced  by  the  Geneva  dele- 
gate ;  from  4  to  8  o'clock,  fraternal  dinner  and  intercourse  in  the 
Zoological  Gardens  ;  from  8  to  10  o'clock  P.M.,  treatment  of  the 
same  subject. 

Saturday,  August  24th,  at  9  o'clock  a.m.,  prayer-meeting ;  at  10 
o'clock,  treatment  of  the  subject :  "  How  is  the  sympathy  for  the 
aim  of  our  associations  to  be  more  generally  awakened,  and  their 
blessed  influence  more  widely  spread  f  Introduced  by  the  delegate 
of  the  Rhenish  Westphalian  Confederated  Association.  From  12  to 
2  o'clock,  recess ;  from  2  to  4  o'clock,  treatment  of  the  topic :  "  To 
what  dangers  young  men  are  exposed  in  the  world  ;"  from  4  to  8 
o'clock, 'fraternal  dinner  In  the  environs  of  Harlem ;  from  8  to  10 
o'clock,  interchange  of  opinion  about  the  "  management  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  associations,"  to  be  Introduced  by  the  London,  dele- 
gate. 

Sunday,  August  25th,  from  9  to  1  o'clock,  divine  service  ;  from 
2  to  4  o'clock,  public  meeting — anniversary  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  Dutch  Associations ;  at  6  o'clock,  fraternal  dinner  in  the 
tea-gardens ;  at  7  o'clock,  reading  of  the  general  report. 

Monday,  August  26th,  at  9  o'clock  a.m.,  prayer- meeting,  visit 
to  the  city  of  Amsterdam ;  at  12  o'clock,  excursion  by  water  to 
the  isle  of  Marken  or  elsewhere ;  at  9  o'clock,  fraternal  supper 
and  farewell. 

P.  Vaw  Em,  Honorary  President, 

W.  Van  Oostbbwyk  Bruyn,  President, 

E.  W.  Heyblou,  1st  Secretary, 

J.  M.  Hbsbbl,  2d  Secretary, 

J.  B.  Ptjttelatjr,  Treasurer, 

L.  Granfre  Moltere. 

Amsterdam,  February,  1872. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Port.  Hope,  Ont—  The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A,  it 
Port  Hope  was  celebrated  in  February,  and  was  made  the  occa- 
sion of  a  pleasant  gathering  of  numerous  friends  of  the  associa- 
tion. President  W.  C.  Craig,  Jr.,  presided,  and  made  an  introduc- 
tory address,  after  which  the  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  S.  Parsons,  read 
the  report  of  last  year's  work.  The  membership  now  numbers 
60,  which  is  an  increase  over  that  heretofore  reported  ;  but  daring 
the  year  several  active  workers  have  been  lost  to  the  association 
by  removal,  and  one,  ex-President  W.  C.  Lelean,  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  heavenly  rest,  which  abundant  Christian  labors  ben 
had  fitted  him  to  enjoy.-  Ten  public  lectures  on  instructive  topic* 
have  been  given  under  the  association's  auspices,  and  essays  aid 
devotional  exercises  have  occupied  the  Friday  evening  meetings  in- 
terestingly. The  Week  of  Prayer  was  observed  by  union  pray. 
er-meetiogs  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall.  Bethel  services  were  sus- 
tained during  four  months,  with  an  average  attendance  of  50  or 
60  persons.  A  Sabbath  morning  prayer-meeting  has  also  been 
regularly  maintained  ;  and  the  work  of  tract  distribution  hit 
been  performed  diligently  and  profitably.  The  finances  are  in  I 
healthy  condition,  there  being  no  debt  and  a  small  balance  in  the 
treasury.  The  report  gratefully  expresses  the  association's  obli- 
gations to  the  local  press  (the  Guide  and  Times),  for  kind  coop- 
eration during  the  year. 

After  receiving  the  report,  the  audience  listened  to  addresses  bj 
Messrs.  Johnston,  of  Belleville,  Wilkie,  of  Toronto,  T.  D.  Craig,  and 
Rev.  Messrs.  McLean,  Howard,  and  Mitchell.  The  addresses  wen 
pertinent,  practical,and  effective.  The  officers  of  the  association  lor 
1872  are :  President,  Mr.  William  Craig,  Jr.;  Ut  Vire-Preridnl, 
James  Craick,  Esq.;  2d  Vice-President,  8.  Lelean,  Esq.;  Com- 
spending  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  G.  Mason  ;  Recording- Secretary,  Mr. 
H.  Dobson ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Parsons ;  Librarian,  Mr.  B. 
Stott ;  Board  of  Managers,  Messrs.  Millward,  Chisholm,  Osborne, 
Hensman,  Sheppard,  Copeland,  Mowatt,  Brunbrett,  and  F.  Lock- 
wood. 


Halifax,  JV.  S.— We  have  received  the  eighteenth  annual 
report  of  this  vigorous  association,  as  presented  on  January  18th. 
The  document  is  made  up  of  the  statements  made  by  the  several 
committees  respecting  their  work  during  the  year,  prefaced  by  t 
few  words  from  Secretary  Eaton.  Daring  the  year  nine  lecture) 
have  been  delivered  under  tho  auspices  of  the  association,  and 
four  more  were  arranged  for  future  delivery.  The  Saturday 
evening  Bible-class  has  been  regularly,  but  not  progressiTelj, 
maintained.  The  Thursday  evening  prayer-meeting  has  alio 
been  sustained,  and,  although  the  attendance  has  been  small, 
much  interest  has  been  manifested.  The  reading-room  and  li- 
brary have  been  visited  by  70  or  80  persons  daily,  making  23,- 
000  visits  for  the  year.  A  movement  is  suggested  for  famishing 
employment  for  such  as  may  need  it.  Literary  exercises  an 
maintained,  and  we  notice  that  a  premium  of  $20  is  offered  for 
prize  essays  on  the  subject  of  the  new  building.  The  Building 
Committee  report  $5256  already  in  hand,  and  urge  further  imme- 
diate action  in  this  direction.  The  City  Mission  Committee  report 
a  large  measure  of  encouragement  and  success  in  their  operations, 
and  express  the  conviction  that  God  is  blessing  this  branch  o» 
the  association's  work.  The  expenses  of  the  year  have  been 
about  $1650.  The  officers  of  the  association  for  1872  are:  Pr» 
dent,  James  B.  Morrow ;  Vice-Presidents,  John  S.  Maclean,  Dt- 
Slayter,  M.  M.  Lindsay,  R  N.  Beckwith,  Wm.  H.  Neal,  Ed»ard 
Jost ;  Recording  Secretary  and  Librarian,  A.  W.  Eaton ;  Gw* 
sponding  Secretary,  Archibald  Patterson ;  Treasurer,  Samuel  H. 
Black,  and  a  General  Committee  composed  of  32  members. 


Montreal.— The  Montreal  Witness n.jn:  "Material  to?* 
new  building  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  beiW 
conveyed  to  the  proposed  site.  The  old  building,  which  has  w 
long  occupied  this  spot,  will  be  taken  down  immediately  after  toe 
1st  of  May.  The  new  edifice,  with  the  extensive  buildings  w  w 
erected  opposite,  and  also  on  the  old  Torrance  property,  *1"  "* 
terially  improve  the  appearance  of  Craig-street." 
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St.  John,  y.  B.— The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
St.  John,  N.  B.,  have  purchased  land  on  which  to  erect  a  new 
hall,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.    

WOMEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

If  in  connection  with  every  Women's  Christian  Association  in 
the  land  there  were  an  industrial  college,  where  every  girl  could 
be  educated  to  usefulness  ;  if  besides  this  there  were,  in  connec- 
tion with  every  association,  a  ttore,  where  articles  made  could  be 
sold,  especially  in  the  line  of  sewing,  where  work  could  be  given 
out  through  the  long  winter  to  needy  women,  where  the  well-to- 
do  classes  might  purchase  as  reasonably  as  elsewhere,  we  should 
partially,  at  least,  solve  this  vexed  riddle,  of  sin.  A  Women's 
Christian  Association  store  should  not  be  on  a  back  street,  or  in 
the  third  story,  but  on  a  business  thoroughfare,  accessible ;  then, 
with  a  woman  of  business  capacity  to  preside  over  it,  good  might 
not  only  be  accomplished,  but  money  made  for  the  cause. — Sarah 
KrurwUt  Bolton. 


The  philanthropic  ladies  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  have  taken  a  very 
practical  way  of  showing  their  sympathy  for  working-men. 
They  have  just  opened  a  restaurant,  and  have  brought  down  the 
scale  of  prices  so  low  as  to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  the  poor- 
est mechanic  and  laborer.  Added  to  the  dining-saloon  is  a  com- 
fortable reading-room,  well  stocked  witli  material  from  the  libra- 
ries and  newspaper-offices.  The  main  object  is  to  induce  men  to 
frequent  it  who  now  spend  most  of  their  time  in  bar-rooms,  and 
judging  from  the  attendance  on  the  opening  day,  the  experiment 
promises  to  be  completely  successful. 


Boston,  Mass. — The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
nave  resolved  to  attempt  the  erection  pf  a  new  home  for  indigent 
young  women,  at  a  cost  of  $80,000. 


MY  PRAYER. 


Let  me  not  die  before  I've  done  for  Thee 
My  earthly  work,  whatever  it  may  be. 
Call  me  not  hence,  with  mission  unfulfilled  ; 
Let  me  not  leave  my  space  of  ground  untitled. 
Impress  this  truth  upon  me — that  not  one 
Can  do  my  portion  that  I  leave  undone ; 
For  each  one  in  Thy  vineyard  hath  a  spot 
To  labor  in  for  life,  and  weary  not. 
Then  give  me  strength  all  faithfully  to  toil- 
Converting  barren  earth  to  fruitful  soil. 
I  long  to  be  an  instrument  of  Thine, 
To  gather  worshippers  unto  Thy  shrine ; 
To  be  the  means  one  human  soul  to  save 
From  the  dark  terrors  of  a  hopeless  grave. 
Yet  most  I  want  a  spirit  of  content, 
To  work  where'er  Thou'lt  wish  my  labor  spent — 
Whether  at  home,  or  in  a  stranger  clime, 
In  days  of  joy,  or  sorrow's  sterner  time, 
I  want  a  spirit  passive,  to  lie  still, 
And  by  Thy  power  to  do  Thy  holy  will ; 
And  when  the  prayer  unto  my  lips  doth  rise, 
"  Before  a  new  home  doth  my  soul  surprise, 
Let  me  accomplish  some  great  work  for  Thee  I" 
Subdue  it,  Lord  1  let  my  petition  be— 
"  Oh  I  make  me  useful  in  this  world  of  Thine, 
In  ways  according  to  Thy  will,  not  mine." 
Let  me  not  leave  my  space  of  ground  untilled, 
Call  me  not  hence  with  mission  unfulfilled ; 
Let  me  not  die  before  I've  done  for  Thee 
My  earthly  work,  whatever  it  may  be. 


just  converted  wrote  to  me :  "  Do  you  remember  in  your  letter  to 
my  brother  urging  him  to  a  Christian  life  that  you  added, '  I  think 
your  oldest  sister  is  a  Christian'  ?  That  troubled  me.  I  knew  I 
was  not  a  Christian,  and  I  knew  that  I  ought  to  be  one."  Keep 
out  your  line. 

2.  Be  sure  and  keep  your  float  whirling  lively  and  bright.  Make 
the  truth  fresh  and  attractive.  Turn  its  bright  sides  to  men's 
hearts.  If  you  can  add  a  bright  feather  from  the  wing  of  fancy, 
it  will  be  all  the  better. 

8.  Row  often  over  the  same  ground.  The  fish  that  is  not  quite 
ready  to  take  hold  this  time  round  may  spring  for  it  the  next. 
No  matter  if  other  more  expert  fishermen  than  you  have  been 
over  the  ground  before  you.  God  may  give  to  those  hitherto  in- 
different an  eye  to  your  hook.  Be  careful  about  saying:  "There 
are  no  fish  to  be  caught  there." 

4  Be  prepared  for  tome  disappointments.  Now  and  then  your 
hopes  will  be  greatly  raised  only  to  be  greatly  dashed.  You  mey 
reel  a  splendid  fellow  to  the  boat's  side,  and  just  when  you  are 
sure  of  him,  off  he  will  slip  from  the  hook,  and  you  will  lose  him. 
You  will  sometimes  be  sure  a  man  is  stepping  into  the  kingdom, 
and  the  next  you  know  he  is  in  the  deep  water  of  worldliness  or 
skepticism. 

S.  Finally,  be  patient.  This  is  the  supreme,  indispensable  qual- 
ity in  a  good  fisherman.  A  fisherman's  patience  is  proverbial  the 
world  over.  Yon  must  learn  to  fish  the  whole  day  without  tak- 
ing a  single  fish,  or  even  having  a  bite,  and  yet  consider  that  yon 
have  had  a  good  time,  and  go  at  it  again,  light  and  cheerful,  the 
next  day.  Above  all  things,  be  not  weary  in  well-doing  if  you 
would  catch  souls. — Selected. 


HOW  TO  FISH  FOR  MEN. 
1.  Improve  your  time.    All  being  ready,  put  out  your  line  at 
once,  and  keep  it  out  every  moment  possible,  as  you  cannot  tell 
the  minute  when  you  may  take  a  big  fish.    Hold  forth  continual- 
ly, in  season  and  out  of  season.    Only  yesterday  a  young  lady 


STRIKE,  BUT  HEAR. 

When  one  who  has  made  a  profession  stumbles  and  falls  into 
sin,  the  tendency  is  to  judge  him  harshly,  to  pronounce  his  pro- 
fession false,  to  give  him  up,  to  cast  him  out  of  the  church, 
and  to  cut  him  off  from  all  sympathy  and  Christian  fellow- 
ship. And  when  a  man  rises  from  his  fall,  burning  with 
shame  for  his  sins,  truly  penitent  before  Ood,  and  finds  every 
friendly  hand  withdrawn,  every  Christian  heart  shut  against 
him,  and  every  Christian  tongue  muttering  the  story  of  his 
fall  everywhere,  he  must  have  more  strength  than  men  usually 
have  to  rise  and  seek  restoration.  The  voice  of  the  Church  is  to 
him  the  voice  of  Ood.  Exclusion  from  fellowship  seems  like 
God's  frown,  whereas  mercifulness  from  men  is  the  echo  of  God's 
forgiveness.  In  the  human  restoration  he  catches  a  hope  of  the 
divine. 

When  a  man  in  the  waves  seeks  to  rise,  only  a  fiend  would 
thrust  him  down.  But  have  not  God's  professed  children  thrust 
down  into  the  waves  of  death  many  a  struggling  soul  that 
sought  to  rise  again  t 

The  duty  of  Christians  to  one  who  falls  is  marked  out  by  the 
Apostle  when  he  says  :  "  Brethren,  if  a  man  be  overtaken  in  a 
fault,  ye  which  are  spiritual  restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of 
meekness ;  considering  thyself,  lest  thou  also  be  tempted.  And 
if  we  seek  for  illustration,  we  have  it  in  the  case  of  Peter. 
His  fall  was  grievous  and  sad.  Such  a  denial  now,  on  the  very 
evening  after  receiving  the  Lord's  supper,  with  oaths  and  curses 
and  stampings,  would  be  regarded  as  au  almost  hopeless  apos- 
tasy. But  mark  the  method  of  our  dear  Lord.  He  turned  and 
looked  on  Peter.  There  was  rebuke  in  that  look — not  anger,  but 
loving,  sorrowful  rebuke.  It  went  to  Peter's  heart,  and  he  went 
out  and  wept  bitterly.  Then  after  the  resurrection  there  came 
that  tender,  special  word  for  Peter  in  the  angel's  message,  telling 
him  that  he  was  now  fully  restored.  And  on  the  lake-side  there 
was  not  one  word  about  his  faithlessness,  or  cowardice,  or  deser- 
tion—there was  only  that  unutterably  tender  question,  which 
must  have  burned  deeper  into  Simon's  heart  than  a  thousand  an- 
gry words  would  have  done :  "  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou 
mef  He  was  forgiven  and  restored.  Is  there  not  danger  that 
if  Peter  had  been  treated  as  many  fallen  ones  have  been  treated 
since,  he  would  never  have  risen  again  T  The  treatment  of  the 
divine  Master  saved  him,  and  raised  him  to  one  of  the  noblest 
places  in  the  Church. — Presbyterian  Banner. 


A  little  child  was  once  asked  how  she  came  to  be  a  Christian 
and  answered  :  "  Why,  I  just  seed  the  door  open,  and  I  went  in. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  AND  SELECTIONS. 

TEMPERANCE  PUBLIC-HOUSES  FOR  BRITISH 
WORKMEN. 
There  is  a  work  of  philanthropy  going  on  in  England  which 
deserves  the  attention  of  practical  Christians  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  and  that  is  the  work  begun  by  Mr.  Hind  Smith,  in  the 
city  of  Leeds,  for  the  improvement  of  working-men,  by  means  of 
what  he  calls  "  British  Workmen,"  or  public-houses  without 
drink.  Mr.  Smith,  as  is  well  known,  has  long  been  an  active 
worker  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  the  good 
sense  which  led  him  to  be  a  friend  to  these  associations  has  di- 
rected him  in  his  endeavors  to  help  a  lower  class  of  men  than  the 
associations  reach.  With  St.  Paul's  words  for  his  motto,  "  I  was 
made  all  things  to  all  men  that  I  might  by  all  means  save  some," 
he  has  taken  advantage  of  the  nature  of  such  men  to  get  togeth- 
er in  their  leisure  hours  to  discuss  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  to 
provide  places  for  them  to  meet  in,  through  whioh  he  can  do 
them  good,  he  has  opened  public-houses  just  where  they  most  do 
congregate — in  many  Instances  the  very  old  beer-houses  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  frequent — and  having  first  made  his  taverns 
attractive,  has  then  made  them  elevating  and  Christianizing  in 
their  influence — ways  to  heaven,  instead  of  gates  to  hell. 

His  inns,  as  he  describes  them,  contain  two  rooms,  in  one  of 
which  smoking  is  forbidden  (and  in  both,  if  the  guests  will  stand 
it),  liberally  supplied  with  the  dally  papers.  These  rooms  are 
brightly  lighted  at  night,  and  in  winter  have  bright,  warm,  open 
fires.  The  walls  are  whitewashed,  the  floor  sanded,  and  every- 
thing is  homely,  clean,  and  cheery.  A  bright  light  is  put  out- 
side, and  a  sign  "British  Workman,"  "Come  and  Welcome," 
"  Free  Reading-room,"  and  sometimes  the  lines, 
"  A  public-house  without  the  drink, 

Where  men  can  sit,  talk,  read,  and  think- 
Then  safely  home  return ; 

A  stepping-stone  this  house  you'll  find, 

Come  leave  your  beer  and  rum  behind, 
And  truer  pleasures  learn." 

There  is  also  another  room  up-stairs,  capable  of  holding  100  or 
150  persons  for  meetings,  and  a  kitchen  and  bedroom  or  two  for 
the  landlord  and  wife.  No  intoxicating  liquor  is  sold  or  allowed 
on  the  premises ;  instead,  a  pledge-book  hangs  in  a  conspicuous 
place.  Good  tea,  coffee,  and  other  innocent  refreshments  are  sold 
at  moderate  prices.  Checkers,  chess,  and  dominoes  are  permitted, 
but  not  cards.  A  skittle-yard  is  attached  to  one  or  two,  but 
gambling  is  carefully  prevented,  and  no  swearing -or  indecent 
conversation  is  tolerated.  The  landlord,  and  especially  his  wife, 
are  important  elements  in  the  work.  They  must  be  plain,  sensi- 
sible,  respected.  God-fearing  people,  abstainers  from  strong 
drink,  good  tempered  and  obliging,  with  no  small  children. 
The  man  is  expected  to  get  his  living  outside  of  the  house,  and 
only  to  be  there  at  night,  and  in  his  leisure  hours  his  wife  is  the 
managing  spirit.  The  frequenters  of  the  houses  are  encouraged 
to  form  local  committees  to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  houses, 
to  preserve  order,  etc  Glee  clubs  and  musical  bands  have  been 
formed  in  many  of  them.  "  A  free-and-easy"  comes  off  in  most 
of  them  once  a  week,  when  every  one  present  is  expected  to  sing, 
tell  a  story,  or  in  some  way  contribute  to  the  general  entertain- 
ment. Concerts  and  lectures  are  given  often  in  the  larger  rooms, 
and  every  Sunday  afternoon  a  Bible-class  is  held,  and  every  Sun 
day  and  Wednesday  evenings  a  religious  meeting.  Social  teas 
for  men  and  their  wives  are  held  in  winter,  and  excursions  to  the 
country  start  from  them  in  summer.  From  one  these  houses 
have  grown  to  fourteen  in  Leeds,  and  they  are  being  opened  in 
other  towns  all  over  England.  The  writer  of  these  lines  had 
the  pleasure  of  visiting  a  number  of  these  houses  in  Leeds,  a 
short  time  ago,  and  seeing  proof  of  their  popularity  and  great  use- 
fulnen.  The  reports  of  the  good  they  are  accomplishing  would 
fill  volumes.  The  poor  wives  of  Leeds,  especially,  say :  '*  God 
bless  the  '  British  Workmen.' "  As  a  Christian  man  walks  about 
the  poorer  parts  of  every  one  of  our  cities,  his  heart  is  pained 


and  almost  driven  to  despair  as  he  sees  the  number  and  prosper- 
ity of  those  houses  of  hell — lager-beer  and  liquor  saloons.  Why 
not,  like  our  English  brethren,  take  a  leaf  from  the  devil's  book, 
and  turn  his  beet  guns  against  himself. 


A  SAFE  TEST. 

In  an  address,  delivered  during  his  recent  visit  to  the  United 
States,  Dean  Howson  uttered  the  following  significant  words. 
For  conciseness,  force,  and  aptness  of  illustration,  we  think  this 
a  rare  example  of  the  art  of  putting  things : 

"  There  is  danger  lest  there  be  an  attempt  to  solve  tbe  problem 
which  our  Lord  said  cannot  be  solved — namely :  the  combining  to- 
gether of  devotion  to  Christ  and  to  Mammon.  He  says  there  may 
be  an  apparent  devotion  to  the  faith,  yet  still  they  will  hold  to  the 
one  ana  despise  the  other.  And  here  is  the  danger,  holding  the 
faith  in  outward  profession  while  our  heart  is  given  to  the  world. 
Now,  the  true  safeguard  as  to  these  dangers  which  beset  us  is  the 
maintenance  of  a  single  eye — a  pure  motive.  If  we  ask  our- 
selves  these  questions,  Why  should  I  not  do  this  or  that? 
Where  is  the  harm  in  it  T — if  these  are  the  questions  we  ask,  then 
I  think  it  is  hardly  probable  that  the  solution  will  be  truly  a 
Christian  life.  The  questions  we  are  to  ask  are  these:  What 
can  I  do  most  for  the  honor  of  my  dear  Lord  ?  What  is  the  belt 
for  me  to  do  in  this  short  life,  which  can  lead  many  to  that  Lord 
who  redeemed  me  ?  The  mind  to  put  the  question  is,  after  all, 
the  solution  of  the  question.  Our  thought  is  not  to  be  careful  to 
go  as  near  the  dangerous  line  as  we  can  without  crossing  it,  bit 
rather  to  be  sure  we  are  so  safely  distant  from  the  dangerous  line 
that  there  is  no  danger  of  our  crossing  it  at  all.  The  true  mark 
of  a  Christian  life,  after  all,  is  the  mark  of  self  denial.  This  it 
the  test  to  which  we  should  put  our  mode  of  living.  Has  it  the 
marks  of  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  1  Here  I  am  reminded  of  one 
of  the  legends  of  the  middle  ages.  They  give  us  no  guidance  is 
their  literal  expression,  but  legends  often  have  the  truth  express- 
ed in  a  most  poetical  manner,  and  may  be  of  as  true  benefit  as  i 
poem. 

"  It  is  said  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours  that  once  he  was  meditating 
in  his  cell,  when  there  appeared  to  him  a  form  radiant  nm 
beauty,  bearing  on  his  head  a  jewelled  crown,  with  a  countenance 
glorious  and  persuasive,  and  with  a  manner  so  austere  that  it 
seemed  to  require  homage  and  love.  The  heavenly  vision  said  to 
St.  Martin  :  '  I  am  Christ,  worship  me  1'  And  the  story  goesos 
to  say,  the  saint  looked  upon  this  glorious  and  beautiful  form  in 
silence ;  that  he  gazed  upon  the  hands,  and  then  said :  '  Where  is 
the  print  of  the  nails  V  The  vision  vanished,  and  St.  Martin  wis 
left  alone  in  his  cell,  and  he  knew  it  was  the  tempter. 

"  Now,  let  me  ask  you  to  turn  in  thought  sometimes  to  this  le- 
gend, and  when  some  things  overtake  you  about  which  there 
might  be  doubt,  and  you  are  not  quite  sure  whether  it  be  0bra> 
tian  or  not,  then  with  St.  Martin  look  hard  at  these  attractions  is 
silence,  and  ask  for  the  print  of  the  nails." 


GIVING.  THE  TRUMPET  A  CERTAIN  SOUND. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  ministers  of  Buffalo,  N.  T.,  a  eon 
mittee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  with  > 
view  to  more  effective  cooperation  in  Christian  work.  This  com 
mittee  reported,  as  the  result  of  such  conference,  the  following  ' 
resolutions  and  suggestions,  which  we  would  be  glad  to  aeedupli 
cated  by  the  pastors  of  all  churches  in  localities  where  associa- 
tions are  now  compelled  to  work  without  such  sympathy : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  u 
important  if  not  essential  adjunct  to  our  Church  work,  and,  at 
such,  should  be  .recognized  by  our  congregations. 

"  Second — That  the  efficiency  of  the  association  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  were  all  our  ministers  to  take  an  active  interest  in  i* 
work — those  who  are  pastors  explaining  to  their  congregation 
the  character  and  work,  and  encouraging  the  young  men  of  their 
churches  to  unite  with  it. 

"  Finally,  in  view  of  the  close  relation  of  the  association  to  oar 
churches,  and  the  necessity  of  developing  its  full  influence,  th( 
committee  submit  the  following 

suggestions: 

"  First— That  the  officers  of  the  association  be  invited  to  visit  our 
congregations,  a  meeting  in  the  interest  of  the  work  being  held 
monthly  in  some  one  of  our  churches. 

"  Second — That  the  young  men  of  every  congregation  be  encour- 
aged to  attend  regularly  the  stated  meetings  of  the  association. 

"  Third— That  the  ministers  themselves  attend  the  meetiugi « 
the  association  often  enough  to  become  acquainted  with  its  officers 
and  to  keep  tbe  run  of  the  work  attempted. 

"  Fourth — That  pastors  preach  an  occasional  sermon  in  tht  Inter 
est  of  the  association." 
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VISITING    THE   T.    M.   C.    A.    IN    NOVA    SCOTIA. 
Thb  toor  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Morse,  as  the  representative  of  the  Executive  Committee,  among  the  Associations  in  Nova  Scotia, 
is  succinctly  presented  in  the  following  schedule.    Full  of  good  results  as  this  mission  of  Christian  visitation  has  been,  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  has  been  no  holiday  undertaking  as  regards  the  work  done  or  the  exposures  endured. 

TOUK  IN  PROVINCE  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA Fkbkdabt  10th  to  Maboh  8th,  1878. 

Eighteen  T.  M.  0.  A.  Wilted— Delegates  from  thirty-live  associations  addrcssod  at  twenty-one  meetings. 

Febbuabt  4th-10th.— New-York  to  Halifax,  Including  two  days  In  St.  John,  N.  B.,  and  three  days  In  Halifax. 

Fibbuabt  11th.— Snnday  evening,  addressed  meeting  at  Mission  Church,  Barrack -street.  Id  charge  of  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  Halifax. 

I.     TOUR     IX     riOTOW    COCNTT,     HOVA     SOOTIA. 

845  square  miles  area— Population  (1871),  88,114— Thirty-three  Y.  H.  C.  Associations.    Nine  meetings  held— Thirty-three  Associations  Invited— Twenty 

four  Associations,  represented.    February  13th,  19th,  and  23d,  1873. 


Datt. 


Dittanee  TraoMUd. 


Pesbcabt  13.— 100  miles  by  Railroad  to. . 


18.— 30  miles  In  sleigh  with  six  delegates 
from  Pictou, 


Ptaet.  Auoc.  Beprtiented. 

( Picton. 
y        Plctou.        -J  Scotch  H1U. 
( Lyon's  Brook. 

,  ( River  John. 

>  to  River  John.  J.  Cape  John. 
1  |  (Plctou.) 

fSpringviUe. 

Chu  - 


Auoc.  not  Riprcsenttd. 
Carabon  River. 
Loading  Ground. 
Fisher's  Grant. 

South  Marsh. 


MMngi  Appoint**  by  DtUgatm . 


"•^rc«Stm£mUM  *  ■*.■  ••  BpH-gvmejgS?- 

IN.  Glasgow. 

n-X(,^T^^t^aXiaaBUBt\  toWestvUle.   ^Roddin!6- 
from  N.  Glasgow,  (  j  N.Glasgow. 

1  Albion  Mines. 

18.— N.  Glasgow.    ■<  Barney's  River, 

( N.  Glasgow. 

{Scotsburn. 
Lyou's  Brook. 
Roger's  IIIU. 
Pictou. 
18.— at  Pictou  over  Sunday  and  addressed  public  meeting  In  afternoon. 

I  Salt  Springs. 
Waterville. 
Union  Hail. 
.sir1-    °a*um- 

Brooklin. 


Alma. 
MUbrook. 


Merlgonish. 
Hermon. 


It, 


At  SprlngviUe  for  February  Slat 


At  Westvllle  for  February  38th. 


At  Albion  Mines  for  March  5th. 


At  Roger's  Hill  for  February  STth, 


At  Salt  Springs  for  February  SSth. 


Six-Mile  Brook. 
Plctou. 


*-*to£n<£X W,0, *""*  d8leg*tM  \  W Brook- 


I  Lyon's  Brook. 
I  scotch  HIU. 


At  Lyon's  Brook  for  February  STt 


«.-  -54  miles  In  sleigh  with 
J.  S.  Maclean, 


13-38.- 81  miles  In  sleigh 
with  J.  3.  Maclean 
(night  of  33d  at  Pic- 
ton and  meeting  at 
Lyon's  Brook), 

34.-48  miles  In  sleigh  with 
A.  Patterson, 

38.-50  miles  In  sleigh  with 
A  Patterson, 


ST.— 30  miles  In  sleigh  with 
J.  K.  Blair, 


1-toAntlgonlsh. 


TOtTB     IK     OTHXB    PABTB 

Large  public  meeting 
on  evening  of  31st. 
Building  fund  of 
$890  subscribed. 


Or     KOVA     SOOTIA. 


to  Tatamagouche.       Public  meeting. 


'  to  Amherst 
>  to  Londonderry. 


fto 


Truro. 


Y.  M.  C.  A.  Meetings, 
81th  and  33th  (Sun- 
day). 

Public  meeting.  As- 
sociation* at  Great 
Village, Folly  Brook 
and  Portapiqne  rep- 
resented, voted  to 
revive  cottage 
meetings. 

Public  meeting.  J, 
S.  Maclean  present. 


F«B.  31-35  ratios  by  railroad  l>»  I  to  Dartmouth. 
seven  honrs ! !  f      »""«■««>"»"»• 

In  I 

B.  Vtol 


Windsor. 


33.-45  miles  by  railroad  In 
4*  hours  with  J.  ~ 
Morrow, 
Maboh  1.— (i  miles  by  railroad  to  )■  Halifax. 

4.— Sunday  in Halifax. 

4-6.— 180  miles  by  railroad  1 

in   9*    hoars.   301 

miies  la  sleigh  in  I  to  Yarmouth, 

4!<  hours,  70  miles  f      hoars'  ride. 

In   coach    In    14 1 

hours,  J 

7. — Severe  wind  and  snow  storm. 


Public  meeting.  J.  B 
Morrow  present 

Public  meeting. 

Large  social  meeting  of 
members. 

Addressed  Barrack -st 
mission  meeting  and 
8  Sunday-schools. 

Public  mooting.  March 
6th,  voted  to  organise 
Associations  at  Heb- 
ron and  Arcadia. 


8-9.— 70  miles  in  sleigh,  1 

45  miles  in  steam-  J-to 
boat,  i 


St  John,  N.  B. 


A   BIBLE   MESSAGE  FOR  EVERY   DAT   IN  THE  TEAR. 

Thb  following  brief  schedule  la  used  by  the  active  association  In  Plctou, 
Nova  Scotia,  as  a  help  and  gnlde  in  their  devotional  meetings  the  year  round. 
It  gives  a  passage  from  the  Bible  for  every  day  in  the  year.  Some  of  the 
members  take  the  schedule  as  a  gnlde  for  their  reading  at  family  worship. 
It  is  thus  used  at  the  dally  service  of  the  Plctou  Association.  It  seems  to  be 
well  adapted  for  use  In  the  conduct  of  the  daily  prayer-meeting,  and  we 
<cprinl  it  entire: 

daily  uasoirs  ron  dsvotiohai,  mbbtinos. 
The  day  of  the  month  Indicates  the  number  of  the  chapter  for  the  day. 
Ohaptm.  Chapter*.  Chapteri. 

Jakuabt, Rom.,    1—18.      Rev.,         17—33.     Pa.,  38—81. 

Matt,  6—38.  Leapy'r,  Jude. 
Job.  14-37.     Ex.,         38-81. 

Mark,  7—18.  Prov.,  17—80. 
Jer.,  8—38.      SChron.,  39— 81. 

IChron.,  39.  EiekleL,  80. 
Luke,  5-34.  Isaiah,  35-81. 
Ps.,  14—39.       18am.,     80—81. 

Kx.,  7— 3a      Gen.,       81-80. 

Joshua,  30— 34.  Deut,  38—81. 
SChron.,  17—87.  Job,  38-80. 
Numbors,  33—88.      Jer.,        39—31. 


Fkbbuabt PhlL,  1—4. 

Maboh, Heb.,  1—18. 

Amul, Gal.,  1—6. 

Mat Uoho,   1-6. 

Juki, Acts,  1—38. 

JrtT, Col., 

AtrecsT 3  Cor., 

tiETTEHBEB, Kph.. 

OCTOBER. PS., 

Novbjibbb, 1  Cor., 

DxoSMBBR, John, 


1-4. 
1-18. 

1-8. 
1-19. 
1-16. 
1-31. 


THE    PLANTSVILLE    FINANCIAL    PLAN. 

Whertat,  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of Is  supported  in 

part  by  a  fee  paid  by  each  of  its  members ;  and  whereas,  such  fee  may  be 
insufficient  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  said  association ;  and  whereas.  It 
is  desirable  to  place  said  association  on  a  more  permanent  basis  than  can  be 
secured  by  Its  dependence  upon  each  fee  of  membership. 

Now  we.  the  subscribers,  being  desirous  of  assisting  said  association,  and 
for  that  purpose,  do  hereby  agree  to  pledge  an  amount  not  less  than  $5000  aa 
a  fund  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  said  association— said  amount  to  be  rep- 
resented in  shares  of  ten  dollars  each. 

Bach  subscriber  hereto  agrees  to  take  the  number  of  shares  annexed  to  his 
name,  each  share  to  be  ten  dollars  aa  aforesaid ;  and  we  do  hereby  agree  to 
pay  to  the  treasurer  of  said  association  said  subscription  by  instalments,  at 
each  time  and  In  such  amounts  aa  may  be  determined  upon  by  said  share- 
holders ;  bat  in  no  event  is  more  than  ten  per  cent  of  said  stock  to  be  called 
for  or  paid  in  any  one  year  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  stockhold- 
ers ;  and  unless  the  number  of  ave  hundred  shares  la  subscribed,  the  same  is 
to  be  void. 

The  death  of  a  subscriber,  or  permanent  removal  from  this  town,  seal! 
release  him  from  so  much  of  this  obligation  as  shall  be  then  unfulfilled. 

Dated  at . 

Bubtcriben.-  Ifamm.  Number  if  Star*.  Amount. 


Digitized  by 
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AS  SO  CIA  Tl  ON    MON  THL  Y 


[April, 


Thank  God!  some  of  us  have  an  old-fashioned  mother- 
Not  a  woman  of  the  period,  enamelled  and  painted,  with  her  great 
chignon,  her  curls  and  bustle,  whose  white,  jewelled  hands  nave 
never  felt  the  clasp  of  baby  fingers,  bat  a  dear  old-fashioned,  sweet- 
voiced  mother,  with  eyes  in  whose  depths  the  love-light  shone, 
and  brown  hair,  threaded  with  silver,  lying  smooth  upon  her  fad- 
ed cheek.  Those  dear  hands,  worn  with  toil,  guided  our  tottering 
steps  hi  childhood,  and  smoothed  our  pillow  in  sickness,  even 
reaching  out  to  us  in  yearning  tenderness  when  her  sweet  spirit 
was  baptized  in  the  pearly  spray  of  the  river.  Blessed  is  the 
memory  of  an  old-fashioned  mother.  It  floats  to  us  now  like  the 
beautiful  perfume  of  some  woodland  blossoms.  The  music  of 
other  voices  may  be  lost,  but  the  entrancing  memory  of  hers  will 
echo  in  our  souk  forever.  Other  faces  will  fade  away  and  be  for- 
gotten, but  hers  will  shine  on  until  the  light  from  heaven's  por- 
tals shall  glorify  our  own.  When  in  the  fitful  pauses  of  busy 
life,  our  feet  wander  back  to  the  old  homestead,  and  crossing  the 
Well-worn  threshold,  stand  once  more  in  the  low,  quaint  room, 
so  hallowed  by  her  presence,  how  the  feeling  of  childish  innocence 
and  dependence  comes  over  us,  and  we  kneel  down  in  the  mellow 
sunshine  streaming  through  the  western  window— just  where 
long  years  ago  we  knelt  by  our  mother's  knee,  lisping  "  Our 
Father."  How  many  times,  when  the  tempter  lures  us  on,  has  the 
memory  of  those  sacred  hours,  that  mother's  words,  her  faith  and 
prayers  saved  us  from  plunging  into  the  abyss  of  sin !  Years 
have  filled  great  rifts  between  her  and  us,  but  they  have  not  hid- 
den from  our  sight  the  bright  glory  of  her  pure  and  unselfish 
love. — Exchange. 

Make  prayer  a  pleasure,  and  not  a  task,  and  then  you  will 
not  forget  it.  If  ever  you  have  lived  in  a  praying  family,  never 
let  it  be  your  fault  if  you  do  not  live  in  one  always.    Believe  that 


day,  that  hour,  or  those  minuted,  to  be  all  wasted  and  lost  which 
any  worldly  pretences  would  tempt  you  to  save  out  of  public  war. 
ship  of  the  church,  the  certain  and  constant  duties  of  the  cloart, 
or  any  necessary  services  for  God  and  godliness.  Beware  lest  i 
blast  attend  it,  and  not  a  blessing.  If  God  had  not  reserved  one 
day  in  seven  to  himself,  religion  might  have  been  lost  to  tie 
world  ;  entry  day  of  the  week  it  exposed  to  a  curie  which  hat  m 
morning  religion. 

See  that  you  watch  and  labor  as  well  as  pray.  Diligence  and 
dependence  mnst  be  united  in  the  practice  of  every  Christian. 
The  hand  of  the  diligent,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  join  to- 
gether to  make  us  rich  in  the  treasures  of  body  or  mind,  of  tune 
or  eternity 

The  45th  annual  report  of  the  New- York  City  Mission  and 
Tract  Society  shows  that  the  organization  employs  38  mission- 
aries ;  has  eight  mission  stations ;  holds  100  meetings  weekly,  and 
owns  real  estate  worth  $80,000.  The  total  number  of  city  mil. 
sionaries  is  366,  and  about  $1,000,000  is  invested  in  mi«ooti 
chapels  and  churches.  There  are  866  Protestant  Sabbath-school* 
with  88,237  scholars;  and  62  Roman  Catholic,  Jewish, and  m» 
cellaneous  Sabbath-schools,  with  27,589  scholars.  The  total 
number  of  churches  and  missionary  organizations  in  the  city  is 
470.  There  are  844  church  edifices,  valued  at  $28,800,000,  and 
accommodating  850,000  people.  The  most  wealthy  Church  is  the 
Protestant  Episcopal,  which  holds  property  to  the  value  of 
$7,500,000,  and  has  accommodations  for  60,000  people.  The  B» 
man  Catholic  Church  ranks  next,  having  edifices  valued  it 
$5,400,000,  with  accommodations  for  56,000.  The  Presbyteriu 
Church  ranks  third,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  foorti 


£periat  gotta*. 


COLGATE   &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaps  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled,  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 

as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 

PERFUMERY 

AND 

TOIIjEIT  ahtiolhs. 
it 

THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

AHD 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturer*  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry.  and  in  Oil, 

RED  LEAD  LITHARCE 

Glass  Makers'  Red  Lead,    etc 

ALSO, 

LINSEED     OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLGATE   &  CO., 

GENERAL   AGENTS, 

as;  1'uur:  sin*;,  Sc-.v  York. 


£perial  §<rti«is. 


FRANCIS  &  LOUTREL, 

No.  45  MAIDEN  LANE, 

Stationers,  Printers,  ant1  Manufac- 
turers of  Patent  Spring-Back 
Account  Books. 

A11  kinds  of  first-class  Stationery,  Writing  Papers, 
Desk*,  Portfolios,  Bcrap-Bodka,  Expense  Books, 
Diaries  for  1878,  Pocket  Cutlery,  Cards,  Chessmen, 
Wallets,  etc..  etc.  We  keep  everything  In  our  line, 
and  sell  at  lowest  prices. 

Patent  Composition  for  Printers'  Inking  Rollers. 


Washington  Life  Insurance  Co. 

ASSETS,  $3,000,000. 

Policies  Issued  of  every  description  on  the  most 
liberal  terms,  and  non-forfeiting. 

23    TXNriON    SQUARES 

War.  EATOK,  Agent, 

Also  Agent  of  Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe  Fire 
Insurance  Co.    Capital,  $90,000,000. 


ASBURT  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO. 

80S  BROADWAY, 

Cor.  11th  St.,  New-York. 

C.  C.  NORTH,  President. 
A.  V.  STOUT,  Vice-President. 

J.  A.  STILES,  Secretary. 
MARCUS  D.  SAVIN,  Superintendent  of  Agencies. 


USE 

JOHN  DWICHT  A  CO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

STJPETt    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  arc  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Sl:p,  Xew-Vcrk 


£pfri»t  iotas. 


%m 


ANCHORS  LINE. 


%&J> 


STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  KfiOX 

NEW-YORK  and  CLlitfiOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Mori* 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  pawengm. 


Passengers  booked  at  through  rates  to  and  to* 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  art  ««t-cli»  * 
every  respect. 

Ballt  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  nit,  OB 
fortable,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  ana  in  ta 
appointments  and  accommodations  arc  not  actl* 
by  any  other  line  1 1 

Rates  of  Pa$$age,  payable  in  Currency 

From  New- York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  Lo»** 
deny,  or  Queenetown,  Cabins.  $6S  and  $75: Ho» 
Trip,  $180:  Intermediate.  (38;  Steerage  $88. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80 :  Bound  Tnf, 
$140;  Intermediate.  $87;  Steerage.  $8*. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Rotltnaa 
Cabins,  $80  and  $90 :  Round  Trip,  $100 ;  IoKthk* 
ateJ40  •  S  teerage,  $86. 

t^f-  Children  o  ne  to  twelve  years,  halflait.  ■ 
fants  under  one  year  free. 

Company's  Offices : 

New-York^^r", 
HENDERSON  BROS.,A»nKi 


GofdHnnUng-Case  WatAee\foll-)e»*J 


P1 

Kl 


„ _iea,  Juu-jewog 

detached  lever  movements,  $H  each,  wv 

Watches  * 

Key-HhKW 

Ladies'  Watches,  with  Nickel  Wortu" 


rice  $45.  Ladles' Frosted  Watch*, 

enamelled  Watches.  Ladles'  

with  Diamonds,  Pendant,  and 


Ladies*  Watch** 
-   '.h  Uriel 


r 

■■  Kuby  Jewels.  A  large  assortment  nw<r 
■  cent  Forced  Sales,  at  panic  prices.  0w» 
■I  sent  C.  O.  D.,  privilege  to  examine,  ju 
lathe cheapest  and  best  lot  of  Ladies'  Wat**,' 
have  yet  offered  to  the  readers  of  this  paper,  »«»• 
IS  ENOUGH  TO  SAY  OK  THKM. 

F.  J.  NASH,  712  Broadway,  N.  T. 

Worthy  of  the  fullest  confidence.-  OWrf*»  J* 

vocatt,  N.  Y.  ^^ 

Jnst  what  he  represents  them.— CJfiaSas  I"*" 

.» II  tha<   M'.  Na*!-.  tsy*  aay  be  relied  op*-" 

C'uKhi.u.,*.    III.". 
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KNOWING    JESUS. 

BT  HENRY    WARD    BEECHES, 

Do  you  know  the  Lord  Je- 
ans Christ  when  70a  merely 
see  His  portrait,  as  it  were,  in 
the  Evangelists?  Do  yon 
know  the  Lord  Jeans  Christ 
when  yon  simply  range 
through  His  words  of  wisdom, 
and  take  them,  germ-wordsas 
they  are,  with  all  the  fulness 
that  you  can  1  No,  not  until 
yon  have  been  intimate  with 
Him,  and  have  had  your 
hearts  lifted  up  in  their  no- 
blest elements,  by  this  sere- 
ner  air,  through  which  God 
only  communicatee.  It  is  not 
until  you  have  been  in  this 
spirit,  not  only  on  the  Lord's 
day,  but  on  the  intervening 
days.  It  is  not  until,  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  you  have  been 
made  sensitive  in  every  part, 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be- 
comes chief  among  ten  thou- 
sand and  altogether  lovely. 
It  is  not  until  you  have  the 
power  to  transfuse  Jesus 
Christ  into  your  whole  life 
that  you  know  Him — until 
there  is  something  in  the 
morning  dawn  that  brings  you 
the  thought  of  Him,  in  the 
hush  of  the  evening,  at  noon- 


time, in  the  budding  and 
springing  of  the  trees,  in  the 
singing  of  the  birds,  when  you 
sit  listless  on  the  grass  in  the 
summer,  In  the  retreats  of 
man,  in  the  cities  and  towns, 
with  the  fertile  power  of  sug- 
gestion and  association  by 
which  you  feel  that  the  earth 
is  the  Lord's  and  the  fulness 
thereof.  When  you  know 
Him,  in  all  the  boundless  do- 
main of  nature,  everything 
speaks  to  you  of  your  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Just  so,  in  your 
lather's  house,  every  room 
speaks  to  you  of  your  mother 
who  is  gone — every  stair  in 
the  staircase,  every  sound  of 
the  bell,  eyetj  tick  of  the 
clock,  and  everything  under 
the  roof,  bring  back  to  you 
her  memory.  It  is  not  until 
Jesus  Christ  fills  the  soul  full, 
and  He  is  yours,  bora  into  you, 
made  familiar,  rich  and  vari- 
ous, touching  something  In 
every  part  of  your  nature, 
and  spreading  out  over  all  the 
things  around  about  you,  that 
you  have  the  Imagination  to 
conceive  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  you  have  a  living 
conception  of  Him,  which  you 
can  teach  and  present  to  oth- 


YOUNQ  KEN'S  CHRISTIAN    ASSOCIATION  BUILDING,  MONTREAL.  CANADA. 

CHRISTIAN  NON-COMMUNICANTS. 

BY  BEY.  J.  HALL,  D.D.,  BEW-TORK. 

Very  probably  there  are  some  in  all  the  churches  claiming 


and  enjoying  all  privileges  who  have  no  right  to  them  in  God's 
sight.  But  are  there  not  many  also  who  have  a  true  faith  in  the 
Redeemer,  and  who  are  living  in  the  main  "  in  subjection  to  the 
Father  of  spirits,"  who,  without  having  any  principle  on  the  sub- 
ject, as  is  the  case  with  some  estimable  Christians  who  are  not 
chargeable  with  inconsistency/decline  that  privilege  which  has 
come  to  be  among  ns,  rightly  or  wrongly,  the  outward  emblem 
of  personal  consecration  to  the  Lord  I  Among  the  young  men  to 
whom  this  paper  comes  must  be  some  who,  from  various  causes, 
do  not  "  show  forth  the  Lord's  death"  by  eating  of  the  bread  and 
drinking  of  the  cup  to  which  the  Master  has  attached  so  solemn 
a  significance. 

Some  allege  the  danger  of  "  eating  and  drinking  damnation  ;" 
but  any  ordinary  commentary  will  show  that  "damnation"  is 
"judgment,"  and  the  reference  is  not  to  the  final  judgment,  but 
to  such  manifestations  of  God's  displeasure  as  came  on  the  Cor- 
inthians, who  profaned  the  table  by  such  shameful  uworthiness 
aa  gluttony  and  drunkenness. 

Some  allege  their  want  of  advanced  and  experienced  piety. 
But  the  original  communicants  were  sadly  defective  in  knowl- 
edge,  steadfastness,  and  experience.  They  would  be  received 
with  much  hesitation  by  many  rulers  of  the  Christian  syns. 
gogues  If  with  the  same  knowledge  they  could  apply  for  admis- 
sion in  our  own  time.    Where  is  the  Lord's  supper  made  out  in 
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piety  T  Is  it  not  the  appointed  means  for  strengthening  the  fee- 
ble and  encouraging  even  beginners  in  the  Christian  life  T 

Some  see  no  necessity  for  this  form  of  service,  since  they  be- 
lieve and  have  life.  "  It  does  not  save  them."  Of  course  not ; 
nor  do  prayer,  scripture  reading,  and  attendance  at  worship. 
But  all  these  are  portions  of  our  obedience  to  the  divine  will. 
This  obedience  does  not  save  us.  But  shall  we  withhold  it  ?  Do 
we  receive  Christ  as  priest  only,  or  as  kinjt,  also  T  Is  he  not  In 
earnest  when,  in  near  view  of  the  cross,  He  says  to  disciples : 
"  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me  "  T 

"  But,"  says  one,  "  I  am  not  good  enough  to  go  to  the  Lord's 
table."  Do  you  not  see  that  this  confession  puts  it  in  doubt 
whether  or  not  you  understand  the  truth  ?  For  the  converse  of 
your  statement  Is  that,  with  enough  of  the  goodneu  in  which  you 
are  deficient,  you  would  go.  But  the  scripture  theory  is  that  our 
title  to  be  at  the  table,  or  in  heaven,  is  the  free  forgiveness  we 
receive,  and  the  acceptance  we  have,  Hurough  the  redemption  of 
Chritt.  If  you  are  in  Christ,  your  personal  badness  will  not 
keep  you  out  of  heaven,  and  should  not  keep  you  from  the  table ; 
and  if  you  are  not  in  Him,  no  conceivable  amount  of  your  good- 
ness would  entitle  you  to  a  place  at  the  table  or  In  heaven. 

"  But,"  says  one,  "  I  am  not  sure  if  I  am  a  Christian,  and  if  I 
am  not,  '  the  sacrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord.' "  True,  the  sacrifice  of  the  wicked,  who  is  in  wickedness, 
and  means  to  continue  so,  is  abomination.  But  you  do  not  so 
mean,  do  you?  A  sinner,  however  guilty,  who  turns  to  Christ, 
and  stretches  out  his  hand,  even  foul  with  ain,  for  forgiveness 
and  help  to  obey,  has  his  polluted  hands  cleansed  »» the  very  tut 
ofttretehing  them.  He  is  "upright,"  that  is,  sincere  ;  and  the 
remainder  of  the  verse  you  quote  is  "  the  prayer  of  the  upright 
is  his  delight"  (Prov.  15  : 8).  , . 

Some  fear  that  they  may  not  remain  steadfast.  That  would 
have  been  an  equally  good  reason  against  their  parents  dedicat- 
ing them  to  Gol  They  were  in  danger  of  forgetting  their  vows. 
It  would  be  equally  good  against  marrying,  or  takmg^the  oath 
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mean  this.  True  believers  know  the  strength  is  in  the  same  Sa- 
viour in  whom  they  have  the  righteousness,  and  that  in  receiving 
Him  they  receive  all  that  is  Him  for  men. 

Some  can  point  to  inconsistent  professors.  True  believers 
rarely  do  this.  They  are  too  much  grieved  by  the  sins,  and  yet 
too  well  aware  of  the  evil  in  any  human  heart  to  dwell  on  their 
blots.  It  is  the  devil's  way  of  amusing  men  and  keeping  them 
from  honest  decision.  It-is  double  plea  for  him,  because  on  the 
one  hand  it  emphasizes  the  weakness  of  disciples,  and  on  the 
other  it  nourishes  a  fine  self-complacency  in  the  recusant,  "  1  am 
so  high-toned,  with  so  keen  a  sense  of  purity,  honor,"  and  so 
forth,  and  the  man  will  take  the  cue  of  humble  and  jealous  re- 
gard for  God's  honor,  when  at  heart  he  is  as  proud  as  Lucifer. 

"  I  do  not  know  how  to  go  about  it."  Call  on  the  clergyman  j 
and  tell  him  of  your  desire.  He  will  ascertain  your  knowledge 
of  the  truth,  and  receive  your  assurance  of  trust  in  the  Redeemer, 
and  put  you  in  the  way  of  all  that  follows. 

"But  I  have  no  clergyman  in  particular."  Then  yon  ought  to 
have.  Were  all  men  to  acton  your  plan,  who  would  call  and 
support  ministers,  and  build  and  maintain  churches?  Correct 
the  evil  at  once,  and  get  a  church  home  and  a  pastor. 

"  But  I  shrink  from  laying  bare  my  religious  feelings."  Do 
you  shrink  from  laying  bare  your  non-religious  feelings  in  proper 
times  and  places  ?  Are  you  silent  when  fraud  is  condemned,  or 
do  you  lay  bare  your  moral  feelings  t  When  yonr  friend  is 
slandered  in  your  presence  do  you  hol8  your  peace,  or  lay  bare 
jour  friendly  feelings  ?  and  when  the  trumpet  peals  over  the 
land,  "  Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side  V  and  many  are  against  Him, 
Oh  t  young  man !  that  is  the  time  for  you  to  lay  bare,  aye  to  pro- 
claim, if  need  be  on  the  housetops,  your  religious  feelings,  and  to 
cry  out,  "  My  Lord  and  my  God !" 

Go  and  do  it  in  the  way  your  New  Testament  directs.  Tou 
will  be  stronger  and  happier  men,  more  competent  to  speak  to 
others.  Now  you  are  among  the  borderers ;  the  habit  of  neglect 
is  growing  upon  you,  and  by  and  by  yon  may  defend,  on  princi- 
ple, the  line  into  which  neglect  led  you.  Go  and  confess  your 
Master  at  His  table,  and  trust  Him  for  grace  to  keep  you. 
"  Surely,  shall  one  say,  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and 
strength  "  (Isaiah  43  :  24).  O  young  man !  not  fully  commit- 
ted to  the  Master  and  the  band  of  disciples,  make  up  your  mind — 
"  Let  others  do  as  they  will ;  as  for  me,  I  shall  be  that  one." 


ASSOCIATION    COMMITTEE!    WORK. 

INVITATION  COMMITTEE. 

In  sketching  the  work  of  the  different  committees  of  the  asso- 
ciation, it  seems  peculiarly  proper  that  the  Invitation  Committee 
should  head  the  list.  They  stand  at  the  very  threshold,  not  of 
onr  rooms,  but  of  our  work,  and  with  welcoming  words  and 
looks  invite  the  stranger  and  the  friendless  to  a  Christian  hospi- 
tality. Let  them  therefore  magnify  their  office.  The  object  of 
the  committee,  as  its  name  imports,  is  to  invite  young  men  to 
onr  rooms  atd  to  membership  in  the  organization.  This  defines, 
In  a  comprehensive  way,  the  object ;  further  on  we  will  treat  of 
the  methods  of  accomplishing  this  end. 

How  shall  this  committee  be  composed  ?  It  being  a  working 
committee,  with  an  immense  territory  for  occupation,  there  need 
be  no  special  limitation  to  its  numbers.  We  would  not  on  the 
one  hand  restrict  it  to  a  select  few,  nor  on  the  other  would  we 
resolve  the  association  into  an  Immense  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  so  make  everybody's  business  nobody's.  Let  the  men  be  se- 
lect*! with  a  view  to  this  special  work— field  service.  They 
need  to  be  men  of  courage  and  enthusiasm.  Young  men  are  in 
the  enemy's  hands,  and  there  must  be  a  contest  in  order  to  rescuo 
them.  If  a  member  cannot  serve,  then  let  him  withdraw  his 
-same.  We  see  no  good  reason  why  associate  members  should 
Hot'  be  added  to  this  committee,  so  long  as  a  majority  of  the 
members  are  Christian  men.  Their  services  may  be  of  great 
value  in  leading  their  companions  and  others  to  our  rooms. 

Great  discrimination  should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of  a 


chairman.  His  election  we  would  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee,  with  the  view  of  creating  a  proper  esprit  du  corps,  and 
to  serve  as  an  element  of  cohesion.  The  chairman  should  be  a 
wide-awake  man — a  person  of  warm,  earnest  piety,  ingenious  In 
devising  ways  to  reach  young  men,  and  bold  and  spirited,  yet 
discriminating  in  executing  them.  He  must  lead  off  his  charge, 
be  ready  to  distribute  tracts  or  cards  on  the  streets,  or  inter  into 
the  dens  of  vice  and  drag  young  men  from  the  purlieus  of  death. 
Much  of  the  success  of  this  committee  will  depend  upon  the 
force  of  character  and  spiritual  vigor  of  their  leader,  for  be 
needs,  in  an  emphatic  sense,  to  be  a  leader.  Elect  therefore  your 
best  man,  carefully  avoiding  favoritism,  and  then  rally  around 
and  support  him  in  every  good  effort. 

As  to  methods  to  be  employed,  we  may  learn  something  boa 
the  maxims  of  the  business  world,  without  adopting  their  mote 
sordid  features.  Men  aim  to  make  their  business  known  by  ad- 
vertising, and  seek  to  attract  custom  by  courtesy  and  fair  dealing 
It  is  ooe  of  the  objects  of  this  committee  to  keep  the  associatioB 
and  its  work  before  young  men.  The  association  must  not  be 
suffered  to  merely  get  a  name,  to  gain  a  few  laurels,  and  thai 
retire  upon  them.  Our  best  and  most  enterprising  bssineet- 
houses  keep  their  names  before  the  public,  otherwise  their  baa- 
nets  would  soon  dwindle  away.  When  it  can  be  afforded,  an  ad- 
vertisement may  be  kept  permanently  in  one  or  more  paper*,  giv- 
ing as  much  information  as  possible,  and  extending  a  cords! 
welcome  to  all  young  men.  Have  all  the  placards  you  can  afford 
posted  in  places  of  public  resort,  business-houses,  and  church* 
These,  of  course,  will  require  to  be  renewed  from  time  U 
time.  A  calendar,  gotten  up  in  an  attractive  style,  would 
be  an  excellent  medium  for  advertising.  Lnt  each  member  of 
the  committee  be  supplied  with  small  cards,  giving  the  locUioa 
of  the  rooms  on  one  side  and  the  day  of  the  regular  prayer-meet- 
ing on  the  other.  These  can  be  handed  out  to  individual*,  or 
placed  in  small  packages  in-  places  of  resort. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  young  men  should  be 
sought  on  their  first  arrival  in  the  city  ;  then  is  the  time  they 
are  the  most  susceptible  of  friendly  approach  and  most  likely  to 
be  influenced  for  good.  If  we  do  not  reach  them,  some  one  lea 
considerate  as  to  their  welfare  will,  and  when  they  have  ow 
commenced  a  downward  career,  the  labor  of  reaching  them  » 
redoubled,  it  not  entirely  baffled.  Endeavor,  then,  not  only  to 
meet  them  when  they  arrive,  but,  if  possible,  anticipate  their 
coming.  To  do  this,  framed  cards  might  be  placed  in  some  de- 
pots outside  your  limits ;  circulars  might  be  addressed  to  the 
clergy,  in  your  outlying  districts,  advising  them  of  the  existence 
of  the  association,  and  requesting  them  to  direct  young  m«nto 
the  rooms,  giving  them  letters  of  introduction.  Care  should  be 
taken,  however,  not  to  induce  young  men  to  flock  to  our  larger 
cities,  if  we  would  ward  them  off  from  poverty  and  vice.  In  the 
matter  of  advertising  our  associations,  we  believe  there  is  noth- 
ing to  be  gained  by  resorting  to  the  sensational  methods  peculnr 
to  questionable  entertainments,  whilst  they  must  offend  the  taste 
of  many,  and  lower  the  dignity  of  our  work.  We  can  be  walotr 
and  enterprising  without  betaking  ourselves  to  any  such  weal 
expedients. 

Another  method  of  bringing  young  men  to  tho  rooms  is  to  oc- 
casionally throw  open  our  doors,  at  some  entertainment,  to  aO 
young  men  ;  or  to  send  a  special  invitation  to  a  class  of  young 
men — as,  for  example,  the  dry-goods  clerks,  bank  clerks,  or  tbe  me- 
chanics, or  invite  them  freely  to  attend  some  particular  lecture  or 
sociable.  In  small  places  all  the  young  men  in  town  might  be 
invited  to  some  social  gathering.  If  practicable,  the  invitatics 
might  extend  to  their  lady  friends,  in  order  that  the  refining  » 
fluence  of  their  presence  might  be  added  in  carrying  on  our  wort 

But  among  all  the  various  methods  there  is  one  that  must  net 
be  forgotten ;  for,  after  all,  it  is  doubtless  the  most  effectual— «• 
mean  personal  invitation.  It  -may  be  easier  to  distribute  twenty 
cards  than  to  speak  to  one  individual ;  but  there  is  nothing,  after 
all,  like  an  invitation  from  the  lips  of  one  who  gives  it  wfti 
words  of  cordiality.  A  card  may  be  very  useful  in  opaatog  tie 
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•way  to  conversation;  but  when  an  opportunity  presents  Itself, 
improve  it  to  extend  a  hearty  invitation  to  your  rooms.  Leave 
a  good  impression  behind  you.  If  the  time  is  favorable,  speak  a 
word  directly  for  the  Master ;  keep  His  cause  always  foremost, 
and  many  opportunities  will  be  afforded  yon  to  lead  souls  to  Him. 


MOW   TO    GET   ASSOCIATION  BUILDINGS. 

BY  MOKKA.U  8.  CROSBY,  GUARD  BAPIDS,  MICH. 

Upob  referring  to  reports  of  the  International  Executive  Com- 
mittee, I  find  that  the  project  of  securing  buildings  and  building 
foods  first  received  their  special  attention  in  preparing  their  re- 
port for  the  convention  of  1868  (which  met  at  Detroit).  The  to- 
tal sum  then  reported  as  invested  in  association  buildings  amount- 
ed, all  told,  to  $94,000,  and  funds  raised  to  f  322,421.  Of  so  much 
importance,  however,  had  this  subject  become,  that  in  1869,  in  one 
short  year,  we  had  a  grand  total  of  $  1,279,000  reported  as  invest- 
ed in  buildings,  and  $93,006  in  funds.  In  1870  the  increase  was 
not  so  large— $1,316,837  in  buildings,  and  $120,510  in  funds. 

At  the  Washington  convention  in  May  last,  the  total  value 
amounted  to  $1,479)200  in  buildings,  and  $441,035  in  funds,  or 
nearly  two  millions  in  the  two  items.  From  this  should,  of 
course,  be  deducted  the  loss  of  the  Chicago  building  in  October 
last ;  but  there  remain  the  figures  to  show  the  increased  interest 
In  securing  ettablished  locations  for  the  prosecution  of  our  work, 
and  a  foothold — a  real  and  not  a  leasehold  interest  in  every  city 
and  town,  of  importance  at  least,  in  the  land.  So  much  by  wa  y 
of  preface.  The  love  of  home  and  the  desire  for  one  is  but  the  nat- 
ural prompting  of  the  human  lu-art ;  about  it  often  cluster  the 
s  weetest  memories ;  to  it  we  look  for  peace  and  joy.  We  like  to  feel 
that  there  is  something  of  permanency  about  them,  and  usually 
ihe  longer  we  hold  them  the  more  these  feelingsare  intensified. 

Then  we  want  our  church  home  and  a  pew  therein,  in  which  we 
can  claim  a  sort  of  title.  So  I  think,  with  much  the  same  spirit 
and  desire  for  ownership,  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
need  some  spot  of  earth  and  sheltering  roof,  which  shall  be  their 
home — a  grand  centre,  a  focal  point.  There  they  may  be  undis- 
turbed by  the  whims  of  landlords,  or  the  higher  bids  of  trades- 
men. I  would  urge  it,  also,  from  purely  business  motives,  if 
there  were  no  higher  to  prompt.  It  gives  an  air  of  permanency, 
inspires  confidence  in  a  community,  and  enables  an  association 
to  throw  its  banner  to  the  breeze  from  its  own  high  battlements. 

The  president  of  one  of  our  Western  associations  wrote  in  ref- 
erence to  their  building :  "  It  has  given  us  credit  financially,  and 
has,  in  my  opinion,  prevented  our  becoming  disorganized.  Very 
few  associations  would  die  out  if  at  the  start,  when  every  one  is 
full  of  zeal  and  interest,  they  should,  in  each  ca»e,  secure  perma- 
nent rooms  of  their  own."  Another  brother  at  the  East  writes : 
"  Our  little  hall  is  a  work  of  love  and  faith.  Difficulties  that  at 
times  seemed  almost  insurmountable  have  been  overcome  by 
God's  help.  Whenever  I  look  at  the  edifice,  it  seems  like  a  mira- 
cle ;  starting  as  we  did  with  very  small  means,  we  were  impelled 
by  an  irresistible  power  to  go  forward.  The  iron  doors  of  appar- 
ent difficulties  often  opened  before  us  as  we  perseveringly  pushed 
on,  and  at  .last  admitted  us  into  the  light  and  joy  of  success." 

At  Aurora,  Illinois,  a  merchant,  in  subscribing  $20  toward  the 
rent  of  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  rooms,  said :  "  I  had 
rather  give  $100  for  a  permanent  building."  On  this  hint  about 
$6000  was  raised,  and  a  gentleman,  not  a.  Christian,  donated  a  lot 
■worth  $2000.  I  give  these  quotations  for  the  encouragement  of 
all  in  attempting  like  efforts.  Admitting,  as  I  presume  most 
readers  will,  the  detirdbUity  of  obtaining  such  fixed  locations,  let 
us  come  closer  to  the  question  which  may  be  condensed  into  the 
kind  of  buildings,  and  the  how  to  secure  them. 

First,  aim  high,  to  be  sure,  but  don't  attempt  too  much'  if  the 
town  be  small.  Provide,  of  course,  for  a  diversity  of  attractions 
to  suit  differences  of  temperament  and  inclination ;  but  these  can 
only  be  consulted  in  so  far  as  they  may  be  in  harmony  with  Chris- 
tian work,  aims,  and  objects. 

Measure  your  own  wants  by  your  capacity  to  gratify,  sad  not 


by  what  some  more  wealthy  town  may  do.  Large  and  growing 
cities  demand  large  and  more  varied  accommodations  ;  but  when 
you  have  found  out,  after  consultation  among  yourselves,  and 
with  prominent  and  worthy  citizens,  what  you  need,  and  what  1  oa 
can  do  toward  supplying  that  need,  set  about  the  work. 

As  you  cannot  erect  a  building  until  you  have  a  place  for  it.  the 
first  thing  necessary  will  be  to  secure  a  suitable  lot.  By  all  means 
have  it  central,  and  on  a  business  street  if  possible— in  the  very 
heart  of  the  town — right  in  the  way,  just  where  people  will  see 
it,  and  you  can  find  them.  If  you  cannot  purchase  j  ust  what  you 
want,  get  as  near  to  it  as  may  be,  and  then  obtain  from  an  archi- 
tect, or  some  others  able  to  judge,  plans  and  estimated  cost. 

Tou  will  need,  certainly,  a  room  large  enough  for  regular  meet- 
ings, and  apartments  for  reading-room,  perhaps  a  library  and  par- 
lor, or  reception-room.  As  families  sometimes  live  mainly  in  one 
room,  so  you  can  if  your  means  will  not  admit  of  more.  If  you 
cannot  build  of  brick  or  stone,  try  wood ;  one  story  is  better  than 
none.  The  kind,  then,  must  be  regulated  by  your  means  and 
the  demands  of  your  town.  By  the  former  I  would  not  limit  an 
association  to  just  the  amount  it  may  have  on  hand  or  on  sub- 
scription paper,  for  it  will  do  to  borrow,  giving  security  on  the 
property,  if  there  shall  be  an  income  from  rents,  or  provided  you 
can  make  assessments  to  yearly  pay  interest  and  reduce  princi- 
pal. 

By  the  latter,  I  mean  the  prospective,  as  well  as  present  de- 
mands. All  of  this  must  be  determined  by  a  recourse  to  the  opin- 
ions and  judgment  of  the  projectors  and  their  advisers.  How  to 
obtain  these  homes  is  the  question  which  is  most  troublesome. 
I  answer,  by  effort  and  sacrifice— about  the  same  way  as  churches 
are  built.  There  must  be  an  interest  aroused  among  the  members 
and  in  the  community.  Appeals  from  the  pulpit  and  press  will 
help  often  very  materially ;  b'ut  these  are  better  as  assistants  to 
personal  application.  A  discreet  canvasser  in  Philadelphia  ob- 
tained $35,000  for  a  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  building, 
and  $10,000  for  a  library.  Of  course,  if  you  can  plainly  demon- 
strate that  stock  in  such  an  enterprise  will  pay  ten  per  cent  on 
the  investment,  with  a  fair  chance  of  an  enhanced  value  in  the  real 
estate,  it  will  be  comparatively  easy  to  get  up  a  joint-stock  com- 
pany. 

In  Washington  (and  the  same  was  true  in  Chicago),  the  build- 
ing is  owned  by  such  a  company,  only  part  of  the  stock  being  the 
property  of  the  association.  It  is  expected  that  the  association 
will  in  time  be  able  to  purchase  the  stock  and  own  the  building. 
It  will  need  no  demonstration  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  associa- 
tion should  own  the  majority  of  the  stock — should  have  a  control- 
ling interest. 

If  the  probability  of  profit  shall  not  be  sufficiently  plain,  there 
will  be  more  backwardness.  I  believe  that  associations,  as  such, 
as  well  as  churches,  should  erect  their  own  buildings  when  they 
can,  but  sometimes  a  union  can  be  formed,  as  In  Shoroham,  Vt., 
where  the  population  is  1400.  A  chapel  was  built  in  cooperation 
with  the  Methodists,  the  Utter  being  entitled  to  use  it  on  Sabbath, 
but  otherwise  entirely  under  control  of  the  association.  It  was 
built  at  a  cost  of  $2000,  with  four  rooms  (hall,  library,  lecture 
room,  and  store-room),  and  will  seat  two  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons. This  has  been  blessed  as  a  means  of  maintaining  interest 
and  activity  in  association  work.  This  is  probably  the  better  plan 
in  small  towns  where  churches  are  struggling  for  an  existence,    i 

In  many  cases,  some  desirable  building  erected  for  another 
purpose  can  be  purchased,  and  so  changed  as  to  be  suitable  for  as- 
sociation uses,  as  in  Cleveland,  where  a  dwelling  was  purchased 
and  appropriately  arranged  by  the  good  brethren  of  that  town. 

More  recently,  at  Poughkeepsie,  Boston,  and  Indianapolis,  blocks 
have  been  purchased  by  the  associations.  At  the  last  named 
place  what  was  known  as  the  "  Exchange  Theatre  "  has  been  se- 
cured (and  "a  complete  turning  of  the  enemy's  guns  effect- 
ed") at  a  cost  of  $24,000— $4000  cash,  and  $4000  annually  for 
five  years,  at  six  per  cent.  Where  funds  cannot  be  obtained 
soon,  they  can  be  oftentimes  in  instalments,  as  at  Salem,  and 
Warren.  Ohio,  whe»  mo^  w«  promised  in  small  monthly  in- 
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stalmenta,  to  be  continued  through  a  period  of  fire  years.  Other 
ways  will  suggest  themselves  to  shrewd  business-men,  and  all 
will  depend  upon  the  faith  of  the  movers. 

It  should  be,  I  think,  the  desideratum  of  every  association  to 
have  each  a  place  of  resort,  and  such  a  Christian  home  to  beauti- 
fy and  adorn.  Bat  more  than  all,  it  may  be  the  mean*  of  bring- 
ing under  better  and  Christian  influences  young  men  who  other- 
wise would  find  in  the  saloon  and  elsewhere  the  amusement 
which  leads  yearly  so  many  to  destruction. 

We  must  thwart  the  growing  evil  of  intemperance— combat 
the  varied  forms  of  evil,  and  to  do  it  we  should  fling  out  the  ban- 
ner of  Christian  love  in  the  very  heart  of  every  city  and  town  in 
this  beloved  land  of  ours.  Make  attractive  places,  and  let  it  be 
understood  that  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  not  itinerant,  located  merely 
for  the  season,  or  at  the  mercy  of  any  landlord,  and  soon  to  give 
place  to  the  billiard-  room  or  the  saloon ;  but  permanent — a  fixture. 
The  sooner  there  can  be  put  up  the  sign  on  the  outer  wall  or  gra- 
ven In  the  frontal  stone  the  words,  "  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation Building, "  the  better.  Dedicate  it  to  truth  and  Chris- 
tianity. Make  it  the  stranger's  home  as  well  as  your  own,  and  let 
it  be  consecrated  to  the  well-being  of  your  fellow- man. 

Such  lights  we  want  to  put  up,  and  not  out.  Educate  the  peo- 
ple in  holiness ;  teach  them  the  purer  morals  of  Christianity,  and 
then  we  shall  not  need  so  much  the  firm  decree  of  court  and  laws 
to  protect  and  preserve  human  life  and  property.  But  above  all, 
our  prayer  should  be :  "  Build  us  all  np  in  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  the  truth,  that  we  may  grow  into  an  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord." 


\ 


THE    CHURCHES   AND  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

"  Tax  Y.  M.  C.  A.  did  not  originally  contemplate  work  outside 
of  oar  large  and  crowded  cities,  where  the  arm  of  the  Church  was 
necessarily  shortened." 

"  The  past  seems  to  teach  the  folly  of  diluting  our  Influence  by 
spreading  oat  into  a  field  where  the  churches  can  and  ought  to  do 
the  work." 

The  above  extracts  are  from  one  of  the  numerous  serials  that, 
from  time  to  time,  come  under  our  notice.  They  are  aimed  es- 
pecially at  what  the  writer  deems  to  be  an  error  in  association 
work— namely,  the  attempt  to  establish  such  institutions  in 
small  localities.  But,  incidentally,  the  writer  expresses  an  opin- 
ion which  we  are  aware  is  entertained  by  other*,  that  the  associa- 
tions are  the  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  the  churches,  and 
that  if  each  congregation  would  do  its  duty — ministers  and  lay- 
men— such  associations  would  no  longer  be  needed.  Remarks 
like  these  should  not  pass  unheeded,  for  these  views  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  matter,  and  lead  to  the  very  serious  inquiry :  "  Is  the 
denominational  church  the  essence  of  Christian  life  ?  Should  we 
seek  for  evangelization  through  congregational  effort?  If  this 
wore  perfect,  would  this  he  the  all  in  all  of  Christianity  t"  In 
other  words,  is  the  Institution  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation the  remedy  required  to  supply  the  shortcomings  of  the 
"  churches"  t  We  venture  to  think  otherwise.  We  regard  the 
*  denomination"  as  Christianity  isolated;  and  while  we  are  not 
•o  impregnated  with  Utopianism  as  to  desire  or  expect  such  a  fu- 
sion of  opinions  on  sime  important  matters  as  to  lead  to  the  abro- 
gation of  sect,  we  do  aspire,  and  we  think  all  true  Christians 
should  aspire,  to  each  an  elevation  over  oar  several  church 
views  as  should  enable  us  to  lose  sight  of  the  denomination  on 
s+  the  common  platform— Christianity.  We  bail  then  every  effort 
to  bring  Christians  together,  in  a  common  cause,  as  an  element 
of  progress  in  vital  godliness ;  and  we  believe  that  Christians  so 
banded  together,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  soul  te  soul,  "  battling  for 
the  Lord"  against  the  common  foe,  are  working  in  the  way  that 
is  most  pleasing  to  the  Master,  and  most  conducive  to  the  suc- 
cess of  His  cause.  We  are  not  advocating  an  abrogation  of 
\  church  duties  if  the  member  of  the  association  is  neglecting  ser- 
■"Wices  which  he  might  usefully  perform-in  the  Sabbath-school,  in 
She  Bible-class,  or  other  needed  work  of  his  church,  in  order  that 
li*  mays*  association  work.    HenetdstDssxanttaMbiniatUelew. 
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ly,  and  to  show  that  peculiar  circumstances  warrant  such  abrogi 
tion  of  the  duty  which  he  owes  to  the  church  membership  int 
which  he  has  been  enrolled,  and  if  he  cannot  establish  his  peg 
tion  reasonably,  he  may  be  assured  that  he  is  moving  is  tb 
wrong  direction.    If,  however,  the  subject  be  carefully  examined 
it  will  surely  not  be  difficult  to  determine  what  are  the  essmtii 
requirements  of  the  association,  or  to  satisfy  ourselves  that  sad 
requirements  are  not  those  which  appropriately  pertain  to  tfa 
denominational  church.    Were  a  pastor  to  engage  the  serried  o 
the   young  men  of  his  ,  congregation  in  tract  distribution  ii 
boarding-house  or  cottage  visitations,  or  in  seeking  those,  a 
pecially  among  the  young  men,  who  neglect  public  worship  alto 
gcther,  there  is  no  one  bold  enough  to  deny  that  such  would  h 
engaged  in  a  good  work  ;  but  were  each  pastor,  and  each  conjpe 
gation  of  a  town  or  city,  so  engaged,  it  may  be  boldly  affirm*; 
that,  setting  aside  the  consideration  of  the  confusion  created  bj 
the  multiplicity  of  sectarian  efforts,  and  the  rivalry  engendered 
thereby,  the  work  would  be  better  performed  by  an  united  effort. 
This  will  serve  to  show  that  these  sasociations  are  not "  the  co- 
sequence  of  the  neglect  of  the  churches,"  and  that  the  asioc* 
tion  is  not  "  spreading  out  into  a  field  where  the  churches  cu 
and  ought  to  do  the  work,"  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  each  Uu  ii 
legitimate  work  to  do,  and  that  the  pastor  is  best  employing  tit 
energies  of  his  young  men,  and  best  training  them  for  activity  h 
their  Christian  profession,  when  he  endeavors,  by  every  metes  ii 
his  power,  firstly,  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a  T.  M.  C.i 
in  his  locality,  and,  secondly,  urges  his  young  men  to  enroll  thee- 
selves  as  members  of  such  institution,  and  busies  himself  toss 
that  they  are  doing  their  full  share  of  the  required  work.  Chris 
tian  zeal,  when  glowing  with  full  ardor,  cannot  be  rejtrsije! 
within  church  limits.     If  the  love  of  Christ  prevail  is  ife 
young  man's  heart,  he  longs  to  impart  to  others  the  graces  wlkl 
he  enjoys.    Out  of  the  abundance  of  his  heart  he  desires  thst  ti 
mouth  should  speak,  and  it  is  one  of  the  pastor's  especial  priv- 
ileges to  loster  that  grace,  and  by  his  own  active  participatiosis 
the  work  of  the  association,  to  supervise  the  work  of  hit  on 
young  men  and  of  that  of  others  in  his  community,  and  bjiaci 
supervision  to  regulate  the  youthful  energy  and  to  present! 
within  due  bounds. 

We  trust  that  we  have  not  been  led  into  the  utterance  of  t*> 
gle  word  to  the  disparagement  of  the  churches.  Our  deeireif.- 
posslble,  to  increase  the  zeal  of  church  membership;  bat  wef«* 
ther  desire  that  Christians  shall  remember  "  whose  the;  ** 
and  whom  they  profess  to  serve,"  and  that  this  remembru* 
should  unite  them  in  a  common  brotherhood  of  labor  is  * 
service  of  the  Master. 


PROFESSOR    8.    F.    B.    MORSE. 

It  is  not  without  a  just  sense  of  pride  that  Americans  refer* 
the  historic  tablet  upon  which  so  many  of  her  worthy  soot  hi" 
deeply  inscribed  their  names.  These  are  they  who  bafld  * 
national  honor,  and  cast  a  halo  of  glory  around  our  eseatcb* 
Their  praises  are  echoed  the  "  wide  world  over;"  the  thoofU^ 
and  good  admire,  and  the  noble  of  succeeding  generations  find* 
them  grand  patterns  of  virtue  to  emulate. 

In  the  front  rank  among  America's  honored  sons,  history  ™ 
preserve  the  name  of  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse,  born  at  Chsrl» 
town,  Mass.,  April  27th,  1791,  and  who  departed  this  life  onTW* 
day,  April  2d,  1873.  Having  served  his  generation  in  accord** 
with  the  will  of  Ood,  and  devoted  himself  unreservedly  to  * 
best  interests  of  society,  bis  labors  have  their  value  in  the  o 
rials  he  has  left  behind  him,  the  electric  telegraph,  and  whit1* 
sides  can  never  die,  the  immenaa  power  that  is  present  is  tbs* 
alted  Christian  character  of  which  he  was  a  noble  exemplifi«li* 
Simultaneously,  from  all  parts  of  America  and  Earope.  s» 
wherever  civilization  has  existence,  there  comes  the  ontbai* 
admiration,  respect,  affection  for  the  good  old  man  who.  not*"* 
standing  all  the  world's  honors  heaped  upon  him,  deemed  it  t» 
highest  privilege  to  live  and  walk  with  Christ.  CW'""* 
menial  bodies  have  vfad  with  each  otlstr  to*xwn  **•» 
Digitized IbyVnVjO^lC 
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tlons,  on  account  of  his  departure,  in  resolutions.  The  press  on 
both  aides  of  the  ocean  hare  united,  as  if  in  one  accord,  to  speak 
In  praise  of  him.  Society  in  general  mourns  the  loss  of  a  true 
friend  and  benefactor.  Each  individual  finds  a  chord  of  sympathy 
vibrating  in  other  breasts,  and  millions  of  hearts  are  thrilled 
with  the  same  feelings  of  respect  and  affection.  * 

While  he  was  present  with  us  we  beheld  his  works,  and  re- 
joiced in  his  triumphs.  But  now  he  has  passed  away  we  contem- 
plate him  as  a  Christian — the  highest  type  of  a  mauhood  devel- 
oped or  wrought  out  by  work,  that  was  ever  consistent  with  the 
revealed  desires  of  Jthovah — work  that  never  partook  of  corrup- 
tion or  weakness  through  the  mere  desire  of  doing  what  was 
pleasing  to  men,  at  the  expense  of  truth ;  work  that  raised  him 
above  his  fellow-men  to  loftier  heights  than  was  the  lot  of  many 
to  attain ;  work  which,  while  it  eialted  him  before  the  world, 
increased  iu  his  heart  the  desire  tj  be  equal  among  the  children 
of  God.  and  the  brethren  of  the  maek  and  lowly  Jesus  Christ. 
Professor  Morse,  the  man,  is  dead;  but  Professor  Morse,  the 
Christian,  is  alive  in  the  great,  manly,  and  holy  example  he  has 
left  for  our  benefit.  He  was  about  eighty-one  years  of  age,  and 
yet  he  was  a  young  man.  Except  as  years  whitened  the  hairs 
and  enfeebled  the  constitution,  Professor  Morse  never  grew  into 
an  "  old  man,''  as  the  world  looks  upon  that  term,  but  was  al 
ways  young,  and  had  all  his  sympathies  bound  up  in  the  hope 
that  young  men  might  be  saved,  might  be  adopted  into  the  fam- 
ily of  the  redeemed,  and  with  him  be  included  in  the  joint  heir- 
ship with  the  Son  of  our  common  Father,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  our  readers  to  have  the 
privilege  of  perusing  the  following  address  of  Professor  Morse  to 
the  delegates  attending  the  Fifth  Annual  Convention  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  which  was  held  at  Poughkeepsie,  September,  1870. 
It  was  a  welcome  which  breathed  forth  a  thorough  and  compre- 
hensive assertion  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  idea 
and  work : 

ADDRESS  OF  PROF.  MORSE. 

"  We  believe  t^at  your  associations  are  calculated  to  effect  great 
good  ;  to  be  of  effective  assistance  to  the  evangelical  churches  in 

,  bringing  to  bear,  through  an  enlightened  social  intercourse,  the 
conservative  influences  of  true  religion,  as  preached  from  the 
pulpit  upon  tho  minds  and  hearts  of  a  large  clars  of  those  who 

1      will  ere  long  be  the  rulers  of  the  nation,  and  who  are  at  that 

>       critical  period  of  life  in  which  character  is  being  formed  for  good 
or  for  ill,  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  country  and  the 
wotld. 
"  We  welcome  yon  as  belonging  to  that  united  host  which  has 

1  emblaz  >ned  on  its  banner  the  name  of  Christ,  the  name  above 
all  names ;  a  banner  around  which  can  cordially  rally  all  of 
every  creed  who  *  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  siocerity,'  and 
this  without  trenching  upon  that  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has 
made  us  free,  but  allowing,  in  the  spirit  of  Christian  love,  full 
freedom  to  build  upon  that  only  foundation  (under  the  heaviest 
responsibilities,  indeed,  to  God)  such  a  structure,  and  the  choice 
of  such  an  administration,  under  the  same  spirit,  as  may  seem  to 
each  individual  beet  calculated  to  educate  him  in  the  faith,  and 
nourish  his  loce  to  his  Master.  That  love  is  the  cement  which 
will  bind  indtssolubly  Ue  members  of  each  association  to  each 
other,  as  well  as  the  various  associations  together  in  true  unity. 
This  love  alone,  carried  into  practice  tn  the  true  t plrit  of  the 
Gospel,  will  bring  about  the  consummation  of  that  prayer  of  our 
Saviour  for  the  unity  of  his  people,  that  '  they  may  be  one  as  wo 
are,  as  Thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  Thee,  that  they  also  may 
be  one  in  us.' 

"  I  have  rejoiced  in  the  multiplication  of  the  Christian  associa- 
tions and  their  increasing  popularity  and  success  throughout  the 
country.  They  meet  the  needs  of  our  increasing  population,  es- 
pecially the  exigencies  of  our  larger  cities,  where  so  many  of  our 
young  men  are  congregated  for  education  in  all  branches  of 
knowledge  and  enterprise,  and  where  so  many  and  gnat  tempta- 
tions at  the  same  time  surround  them.  Our  great  cities,  while 
they  possess  peculiar  advantages  for  education,  present  also  pecu- 
liar temptations  to  the  young  and  inexperienced.  The  multitude 
and  variety  of  amusemeats,  from  the  simple  and  rational  recrea- 
tions of  the  domestic  circle  to  the  more  pretending  and  exciting 
public  displays,  are  calculated,  in  the  highest  degree,  to  try  the 
principles  of  a  young  man.  His  self-denial  will  often  be  severely 
tested.  The  charms  of  art,  of  painting,  and  of  music,  not  merely 
refining  and  ennobling  when  legitimately  appreciated,  are  often 
degraded  by  unprincipled  men,  aud  used  as  lure*  to  vice.  Who 
bub  define  to  the  inexperienced  and  unsuspicious  mind  of  an  in- 


genuous youth  the  limits  between  we  and  abate.  If  I  have 
rightly  comprehended  the  piaus  of  the  Christian  association!), 
they  aim  at  tlie  juste  milieu  (golden  mean)  in  the  choice  of  attrac- 
tions f»r  its  members,  as  far  removed  from  a  rigid,  forbidding, 
Pharisaic  asceticism  on  the  one  hand,  as  from  an  excessive  do- 
voteduess  to  mere  pleasure  on  the  other.  One  consideration  On 
this  point  let  me  suggest,  that  will  tend,  more  than  all  else,  to 
keep  the  proper  balan-;e  in  all  exigences  of  this  class.  What 
would  my  Divine  Master  do  in  any  exigency  which  occurs  1  if 
He  is  acknowledged  in  all  our  pleasures,  these  will  be  enhanced 
ten-fold  with  the  consciousness  of  His  approbation ;  if  we  can- 
not ask  His  approval  conscientiously,  avoid  them,  touch  not  the 
forbidden  things. 

"  I  leave  to  others  who  will  briefly  address  you  this  evening 
the  duty  of  enlarging  on  other  topics.  My  own  duty  is  fulfilled 
by  again  repeating  the  cordial  welcome  of  our  citizens,  with  the 
sincere  prayer  that  your  deliberation  may  result  in  the  greatest 
good,  temporal  and  eternal,  ot  those  for  whose  benefit  you  have 
here  assembled." 


WHAT  IS    OUR    WORK? 

In  his  recent  visit  to  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  Mr.  It.  C.  Morse  deliv- 
ered an  address  which  is  so  lucid  and  terse  an  answer  to  this 
quesiion  that  it  must  be  given  to  a  wider  audience.  The  follow- 
ing sketch  is  from  a  Yarmouth  paper : 

"  Coming  to  the  question, '  What  is  the  work  of  these  associa- 
tions V  he  said  they  did  not  feel  able  as  yet  to  define  it  very  clear- 
ly. The  subject  requires  study.  On  general  priuciples,  there  w*s 
agreement  every  wuere,  but  each  locality  had  some  peculiarities 
that  ought  to  be  studied.  These  associations  had  had  their  ori- 
gin in  a  desire  to  reach  the  young  men  who  have  got  beyond  the 
influence  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  They  had  left  the  Sunday- 
school,  feeliDg  as  if  they  had  graduated  there,  but  had  not  passed 
into  the  Church.  They  had  got  into  business,  and  we:e  more 
exposed  to  the  snares  and  traps  of  Satan.  The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  pro- 
poses to  set  up  places  in  opposition  to  the  saloon,  the  gambling- 
table,  etc. — places  that  might  attract  the  young  men  and  protect 
them  from  danger.  The  Curmtian  churches  are  grateful  fur  this, 
while  these  associations  leel  that  they  have  taken  away  the  re- 
proach from  the  Cbrislian  community  of  having  done  nothing  ef- 
fectual in  the  way  of  securing  such  an  important  object.  There 
were  in  large  cities  hundreds  of  places  for  vicious  amusement, 
but  none  formerly  to  counteract  these  by  combining  amusement 
with  healthful  spiritual  improvement.  Associations  were  in  har- 
mony with  and  almost  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

"  Another  feature  was  their  undetiominationaliem.  They  put 
into  action  what  has  been  longing  for  expression — namely,  Chris- 
tian love.  There  have  been  numerous  conversions  through  this 
instrumentality.  They  have  a  peculiar  power  in  this  way.  ju»t 
because  they  are  not  denominational. 

"  Method*  of  Work. — They  expected  in  this  matter  to  learn 
from  one  another.  One  object  of  his  visit  was  to  learn  how 
Bible-classes  were  carried  on  in  the  British  Provinces,  a  part  of 
the  work  which  had  not  received  much  attention  in  the  United 
States.  There  they  had  prayer-meetings  in  large  rooms,  aud 
also  cottage  prayer-meetings,  the  same  as  he  found  in  the  Prov. 
inces.  Many  would  go  to  the  small  meetings  who  could  not  he 
induced  to  attend  a  large  gathering.  There  were  thirty  prayer- 
meetings  in  New- York  in  connection  with  the  association  there. 
In  the  United  States  they  had  also  availed  themselves,  to  a  large 
extent,  of  the  attractions  of  music.  This  they  employed  as  the 
entering  wedge.  Another  agency  was  reading-rouins.  But  that 
alone  they  found  insufficient.  They  h.id  used  as  an  attraction 
social  entertainments,  got  up  in  a  very  cheap  way.  This  tUey 
found  advantageous.  They  also  found  that,  if  associations  de- 
sired to  attract  the  class  for  whose  benefit  they  were  intended, 
the  rooms  for  social  entertainment,  as  well  as  for  mentai  im- 
provement,  must  be  easy  of  access,  and  not,  as  was  too  frequently  . 
the  case,  in  the  third  or  fourth  story  of  the  building. 

"Intercommunication  of  associations  was  also  indispensably 
necessary  tor  keeping  up  interest.  Me  said  that  his  visit  to  these 
Provinces  was  a  proof  that  the  associations  which  he  represented 
felt  the  necessity  of  this.  This  was  a  matter  which  the  delegates 
at  Washington  last  year  discussed.  But  after  all,  we  must  de- 
pend chiefly  on  personal,  individual  effort.  He  quoted  the  motto 
of  a  military  geueral  (Moiike),  '  March  divided — strike  united.' 
It  was  easy  to  get  together  and  sing  hymns  or  make  speeches, 
but  harder  far  to  work  separate.  And  yet  it  is  in  this  way  that 
good  could  be  accomplished.  One  by  ouj  we  will  have  to  die 
aud  give  in  our  account  to  Gad.  This,  therefore,  ought  to  be  our 
rule  of  action.  The  planets  revolve  round  the  sun  as  the  centre 
of  the  solar  system.  The  members  of  associations  should  re-' 
member  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  to  the  moral  and  religious 
world.  His  work  should  be  the  great  object  of  our  lives,  to 
which  every  thing  else  most  be  made  to  do  homage" 
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leading  young  men  to  Christ.  There  will  be  many  nations 
represented,  many  languages  spoken ;  there  trill  be  subject) 
of  empires,  and  citizens  of  republics,  all  gathered  under  the 
one  banner  of  the  Cross,  and  all  singing  the  same  hymns  of 
praise  to  the  everlasting  Redeemer  and  King;  all  praying  be- 
fore the  same  thsone;  all  seeking  the  same  Saviour;  all  filled 
with  the  same  desire  that  sinners  may  be  saved. 
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THE   LOWELL    CONVENTION. 

Drama  the  past  year  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion has  so  thoroughly  asserted  its  claim  to  exist,  and  mani- 
fested its  power  everywhere,  in  the  bringing  of  young  men  to 
Christ,  that  the  coming  convention  at  Lowell,  on  the  12th  of 
June,  cannot  fail  to  exceed  all  its  predecessors  in  interest. 
We  hope  delegates  will  come  there  armed  with  the  Spirit,  and 
resolved  to  seek  out  still  further  methods  of  usefulness,  and 
more  effective  measures  for  reaching  young  men  in  need  of 
salvation. 


AMSTERDAM. 

The  general  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  all  countries,  to  be  held  in  Am- 
sterdam from  the  22d  to  the  28th  of  August,  will  be  a  gather- 
ing such  as  thousands  of  our  brethren  this  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic would  love  to  participate  in.  The  provisional  programme 
which  was  published  in  the  last  Monthly  presents  an  attrac- 
tion, the  power  of  which  appeals  to  our  desire  for  a  sight  at 
the  great  ooBvooatwn  is  the  interest  of  *  gwat  idea—that  <of 
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Wk  ask  the  readers  of  the  Monthly  to  give  the  news  from 
the  various  associations  a  careful  perusal.  Our  best  worken 
and  writers  aim  to  elucidats  the  great  practical  idea  that 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Assoc)*- 
tion,  but  the  demonstrations  that  are  unfolded  in  the  new 
paragraphs  and  reports  of  anniversaries  tell  the  story,  devel- 
op the  idea,  with  a  plainness  no  reader  can  misunderstand, 
A  careful  analysis  of  our  news  will  enable  us  to  see  what 
some  associations  are  trying  to  ilo,  what  some  are  planning  to 
try,  what  some  are  doing  by  way  of  carrying  oat  plans,  wait 
some  have  done,  and  the  success  of  some  others  after  having 
put  their  plans  in  execution.  We  also  observe  that  the  most 
successful  associations  are  those  who  do  not  wait,  do  not 
pause  to  celebrate  their  success,  except  to  express  gratitude 
to  Ged  for  His  prospering  blessing,  but  go  on  with  the  work. 
Going  on  with  the  work,  keeping  it  up,  is  the  only  way  to 
succeed  not  only  in  retaining  active  and  energetic  worken, 
but  also  in  receiving  reinforcements  of  new  ones.  The  a- 
terpiise  which  is  of  such  little  consequence  that  it  majflij, 
that  it  may  wait  till  "  a  more  convenient  season,"  that  it  cat 
dispense  with  the  services  of  its  workers  for  a  time,  is  not 
likely  to  receive  new  and  useful  adherents.  The  story  of  a- 
sociation  work  is  the  same,  as  to  its  spirit,  in  every  city, 
town,  and  village  throughout  the  world,  wherever  there  ii  u 
organization.  Work  begets  workers,  sloth  begets  sluggink 
Perfect  organization  is  of  some  importance  where  therein 
bands  of  workers  to  execute  plans ;  it  is  not  of  the  slightest 
moment  where  young  men  hesitate  about  doing  the  seed*! 
work.  "But,"  says  some  reader,  "why  not  publish  the 
facts  of  associations  dying  out,  for  there  are  some  who  fail  T 
We  answer,  that  the  live  associations  engage  our  attention, 
and  receive  our  encouragement.  We  gladly  tender  our  coun- 
sels to  sickly  or  dying  ones,  but  of  those  already  dead  we  cu 
only  hope  for  a  resurrection  which  shall  be  unto  life.  It  '» 
too  often  the  case  that  there  is  not  even  a  lively  enou$ 
mourner  left  to  report  the  death  of  his  association.  But 
even  if  there  were  crowds  of  mourners,  our  only  consolatiot 
to  them  would  be  in  the  exhortation  that  they  forth- 
with transform  themselves  into  workers.  The  examples  ol 
good  men  are  public  benefits  when  they  are  dead ;  hot  mo 
do  not  die  because  they  are  good,  hence  we  speak  of  what 
was  good  in  life,  and  lives  still.  It  is  unnecessary  and. « 
think,  wicked  to  keep  on  lamenting  on  account  of  death 
when  there  is  so  much  richness  in  life  to  admire,  and  praise, 
and  emulate.  We  do  not  call  attention  to  dead  association 
because  our  work  is  with  live  ones.  Here  is  the  philosophy 
of  the  news  columns.  Let  every  reader,  on  glancing  on 
them,  remember  that  the  word  "Association"  means  at  lea* 
two— the  uniting  of  the  energies  and  prayers  of  two  or  mot) 
young  men  in  behalf  of  others;  that  the  association  is  an  or- 
ganism of  life,  a  unity  of  activities,  not  a  corpse  to  be  cf 
ried  to  its  burial,  and  bewailed  and  remembered  as  such 
We  are  in  Christ's  work.  He  never  foils,  never  cesses,  u* 
never  etops  at  the  grave  but  to  perform  the  office  of  re** 
xection ;  so  if  we  would  work  with  Him  and  for  Bis  cause, « 
must  not,  we  cannot,  forget  that  our  enterprise  is  life.  Oar 
whale  news  .calamus  contain  the  breath  of  ssscriafinfi  IS. 
Digitized  by  VaOVjy^Lv: 
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and  example.  Harrisburg,  and  Albany,  and  Baltimore  each 
contribute  toward  the  other's  benefit  by  the  revelations  of 
their  operations  and  successes.  The  analysis  of  these  "  dry 
columns  of  facts"  is  the  way  to  obtain  the  interpretation  of 
the  great  association  work.  Therefore,  read  the  news  for 
the  general  benefit  and  your  own,  but  send  us  brief  reports 
of  your  work  that  others  may  be  assured  and  encouraged  in 
their  good  work.  Forget  not,  we  beseech  you,  reader,  that 
next  to  the  exalted  fellowship  which  it  is  our  common  joy  to 
have  and  to  maintain,  as  Christians,  with  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  our  great  privilege  lies  in  associa- 
tive labors  for  the  benefit  of  our  fellow-sinners. 

"  Man  needs  mankind,  mast  be  contest— 
In  all  he  labors  to  fulfil, 
Host  work,  or  with,  or  for  the  rest" 


THE  RAID   UPON  OBSCENE  LITERATURE. 

One  of  the  most  transcendent  iniquities  of  the  age  is  that 
insatiate  greed  for  gain,  which  prompts  its  slaves  to  lay  the 
purity  and  morality  of  our  youth,  of  our  young  men,  under 
contribution — the  traffic  in  obscene  literature.  We  run  our 
eyes  over  letters  from  missionaries  in  far-off  lands,  and  wonder 
how  it  is  that  in  presence  of  so  much  noble  effort,  there 
should  still  be  so  much  idolatry  and  barbarism  among  the 
heathen.  Let  such  wondering  cease  until  our  Christian  re- 
sources at  home  have  been  developed  into  a  power  that  shall 
stamp  out  the  malignant  plague  of  indecency  which  prevails 
in  our  places  of  business  and  in  our  social  circles.  While 
we  thank  our  brother,  Anthony  Comstock,  for  the  bold  step 
he  has  taken  in  planning  and  executing  his  seizure  of  obscene 
publications,  and  hope  he  will  go  right  on  with  the  work  he 
has  enlisted  in,  we  must  invoke  the  serious  attention  of 
Christian  young  men  to  the  duty  of  discountenancing  and 
frowning  down  all  coarse  and  indecent  conversation  by  whom- 
soever used  in  their  hearing.  Filthy  and  polluted  communi- 
cations have  no  right  to  be  entertained  as  "jokes"  any  more 
than  obscene  prints  can  be  used  to  adorn  the  walls  of  associ- 
ation rooms.  The  evil  we  allude  to  is  not  confined  to  the  city 
of  New- York,  nor  to  other  large  cities  alone— it  could  hardly 
subsist  as  a  trade  were  it  not  for  the  country  demand  for  its 
wares.  It  is  not  confined  to  the  lower  social  depths,  but  it 
exists  and  inflicts  its  poisonous  wounds  in  what  claims  rank 
as  respectable  society.  No  heathen  nation  exists  that  is  in  a 
much  worse  condition,  taking  opportunities  and  advantages 
into  consideration,  than  we  of  Christian  countries  ore  in 
reference  to  personal  and  social  morals.  In  view  of  this,  we 
cannot  but  regard  the  operations  of  brother  Comstock  as 
timely  and  of  the  greatest  importance.  We  also  express  our 
sense  of  yratltudo  to  Mr.  Morris  K.  Jesup,  President  of  the 
New- York  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  others, 
for  calling  the  attention  of  the  Legislatures  at  Albany  and 
Washington  to  the  evil. 

The  beginning  of  better  times  appears  to  dawn  upon  us  at 
Washington,  in  the  fact  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  referred  a  bill  to  its  Judiciary  Committee,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  trade  in  and  circulation  of  obscene  literature, 
illustrations,  advertisements,  and  articles  of  indecent  and  im- 
moral use  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  provides  that 
any  one  convicted  of  violating  the  law,  or  of  sending  such 
matter  by  mail  or  express,  shall  be  imprisoned  for  not  more 
than  a  year  for  each  offence,  or  fined  not  more  than  a  thou- 
sand dollars,  half  of  the  fine  to  be  paid  to  the  informer,  and 
half  to  the  Women's  Christian  Association  of  the  District. 
It  also  provides  for  the  right  to  search  for  and  seize  and  de- 
stroy such  matter,  and  directs  the  presiding  judge  of  the  Dis- 


trict to  charge  the  grand  jury  at  each  term  of  the  court  to 
notice  all  violations  of  the  act. 

Let  us  pray  earnestly  that  this  work,  begun  at  the  centre 
of  National  legislation,  shall  extend  itself  to  the  outermost 
walls  of  the  national  circumference,  north,  south,  east,  and 
west,  until  the  vile  thing  not  merely  hides  its  head,  but  is  de- 
prived of  the  right  to  be. 


ASSOCIATION  WORK  IN  SMALL  TOWNS. 

Oun  association  strives  to  reach  young  men  who  spend  their 
evenings  in  gambling,  drinking,  and  concert- saloons.  This 
field,  though  rough  and  hard  to  cultivate,  has  been  entered 
boldly,  and  not  unfrequently  the  bacchanalian  revel  of  the 
bar-room  has  given  place  to  the  prayer-meeting.  But  for- 
tunately for  the  interests  of  society,  this  kind  of  work  is  not 
needed  in  every  place.  There  are  many  quiet  country  towns 
where  there  is  no  saloon  work  to  be  done.  Shall  we  say  then 
that  no  association  is  needed  in  such  towns?  By  no  means, 
f<»r  saloon  work  is  not  the  only  work  the  association  is  pledged 
to  do.  It  has  a  much  broader  field  and  a  much  more  import- 
ant work,  a  work  which  is  found  in  quiet  towns  as  well  as 
great  cities.  It  is  as  much  the  work  of  the  association  to 
keep  young  men  from  falling  into  habits  of  dissipation  as  it 
is  to  drag  out  their  mangled  carcasses  after  they  do  fall. 
There  are  young  men  in  every  town  in  tho  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  who.  though  moral,  are  only  passively  so. 
They  have  no  fixed  principles  that  would  enable  them  to  re- 
sist temptation  as  Jesus  did  in  the  wilderness  and  on  the 
temple's  pinnacle.  They  have  never  fallen,  because  they  have 
never  mot  any  great  temptation.  But  if  they  leave  their  coun- 
try homes  and  the  restraining  influences  that  surround  them 
there  for  the  crowded  city,  Satan  will  place  before  their  eyes 
such  temptations  as  unjust  gains  and  sensual  gratifications, 
and  will  whisper  in  their  ears  "All  these  you  can  have;  no 
inquisitive  neighbors  here  to  watch  you ;  choose  for  yourselves ; 
never  mind  the  terms;  we  will  make  that  all  right,"  and 
many  of  them  will  grasp  the  empty  delusion  and  fancy  they 
are  rich  and  strong  and  wise  and  happy;  but  when  pay-day 
comes  they  will  find  themselves  bankrupt  in  health,  character, 
and  happiness.  Now,  will  any  one  venture  to  say  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  association  to  wait  until  young  men  find  them- 
selves in  this  condition  before  it  goes  out  after  them?  Is  it 
not  a  much  more  important  part  of  its  work  to  take  these 
young  men  by  the  hand  the  moment  they  reach  the  city,  or, 
better  still,  before  they  leave  their  homes  in  the  country,  and 
teach  them  how  to  resist  temptation?  If  so,  there  is  need  of 
on  association  and  material  for  it  in  any  town  where  there  are 
three  young  men,  two  of  whom  are  converted  and  the  other 
unconverted.  The  two  Christian  young  men  should  combine 
together,  and  labor  and  pray  for  the  other  until  he  too  is 
brought  within  the  ark  of  safety.  If  small  towns  will  do  this 
work  thoroughly,  there  will  be  less  saloon  work  for  largo 
cities.  ________ 

UNION  IN  PRAYER. 

The  Hon.  Abthtb  Kinnaird,  M.P.,  has  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing the  subject  of  union  effort  in  prayer  before  the  Christian 
world  once  more.  Encouraged  by  signal  successions  of  prov- 
idential events  as  the  result  of  the  plan  of  prayer  carried  out 
in  1869,  Mr.  Kinnaird  has,  in  a  correspondence  with  Dr. 
Merle  D'Aubigne,  matured  another  plan  on  the  same  basis, 
to  be  carried  out  during  this  present  month.  This  plan  is 
printed  on  another  page.  That  the  reader  may  comprehend 
the  importance  of  this  effort  as  it  lay  in  Mr.  Kinnaird's  mind 
when  writing  to  Dr.  D'AubignS,  we  add  the  following  plain 
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Statement  of  the  mysterious  workings  of  Divine  power  in 
answer  to  earnest,  faithful  prayer: 

"  Among  the  encouragements  to  which  attention  is  called  as 
showing  a  rapid  change  in  the  nations  under  the  influence  of 
Home,  it  is  remarked  that  of  the  five  powers  which  coalesced  to 
restore  the  present  Pope  after  his  expulsion  from  Home  in  1848 — 
namely,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  the  King  of  Naples,  the 
Queen  of  Spain,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  and  Louis  Napoleon,  four 
have  fallen,  and  the  other  (Austria)  has  been  driven  out  of  Italy, 
and  into  doubtful  relations  with  the  Papacy.  The  (Ecumenical 
Council  itself  has  led  to  a  division  of  sentiment  among  the  adher- 
ents of  Rome.  In  Spain  an  opening  tor  the  spread  of  Scriptural 
Christianity  has  been  suddenly  given,  and  already  attended  with 
highly  encouraging  spiritual  results.  In  Italy  the  last  barriers 
to  religious  freedom  have  vanished ;  and  in  the  city  of  Rome — 
closed  against  th*>  Bible  in  1809— evangelists  are  now  freely  la- 
boring, surrounded  by  encouraging  congregations.  In  Germany 
a  serious  revolt  against  the  Papacy  already  shows  Important  re 
suits,  and  (rives  promise  of  others  more  decisive.  In  Mexico  re- 
ligious freedom  has  been  established,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  Protestant  congregations  are  formed,  and  prospects  openinir 
which  our  brethren  in  America  hall  with  joy,  and  make  great  ef- 
forts to  realize." 

It  may  afford  much  comfort  to  the  members  of  onr  Associa- 
tion all  over  the  land,  even  where  the  aspect  is  most  gloomy, 
to  contemplate  the  great  results  that  are  accomplished  by 
prayer.  Men  of  maturer  years  testify  as  to  their  knowledge 
of  the  history  of  God's  stately  stoppings  among  men  and  na- 
tions. Dr.  D'Aubigne  states  the  case  so  tersely  that  as  we 
read  we  are  impelled  to  say:  "Let  us  pray!"  From  his 
answer  to  Mr.  Kinnaird's  letter,  we  give  the  following: 

"  Tes,  our  prayers  have  been  heard  and  an»  wered.  Our  principal 
petition  at  the  time  of  the  Council  at  the  Vatican  was  that  the 
Bible  might  fiud  its  way  into  Borne.  God  threw  down  the  walls 
that  shut  it  nut ;  and  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  now  in  the  streets 
of  Rome,  and  are  even  preachei  and  explained  in  different  parts 
of  the  city.  More  than  this,  one  of  the  great  events  of  history  is 
accomplished.  An  ecclesiastical  power  had  established  itself 
upon  the  Seven  Hills,  desiring  to  wage  war  against  the  servants 
of  Christ.  The  kings  of  the  earth,  such  as  Philip  II.  of  Spain  and 
Lou's  XIV.  of  France  gave  it  their  strength,  and  shed  the  blood 
of  the  saints  with  their  sword.  Suddenly  a  marvel  occurred 
which  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes.  The  king  of  one  of  thoee 
friendly  nations,  the  sovereign  of  Italy,  despoils  this  power; 
and  all  the  other  princes,  even  those  which  had  formerly  been 
the  moat  devoted  to  it— France,  Spain,  Holland,  Austria — forsook 
it.  Not  a  hand  was  raised  to  help.  It  was  despoiled,  deprived  of 
its  palaces,  of  its  town,  of  its  State,  of  Its  revenues,  of  its  crown 
It  i»  now  desolate  and  naked.  It  has  reaped  the  reward  of  the 
iniquities  It  practiced  during  hundreds  of  years  ;  and  this  has  all 
occurred  in  the  reign  of  one  of  the  most  moral  of  Its  rulers.  He 
who  has  done  such  things  can  do  yet  greater.  Let  us  not  fear  to 
ask  Him  for  much ;  let  us  ask  Him  in  His  infinite  mercy  to  restor* 
to  all  Christendom — Greek,  Roman,  Protestant  (for  we  all  need 
it)— liberty,  truth,  and  love,  that  all  may  be  one  fold  under  one 
Shepherd/'  _^____ 

THE   POWER    AND    THE  FOBM. 

The  power  or  driving  force  of  an  association  is  the  active, 
practical  enthusiasm  of  Christians  in  behalf  of  the  young 
men  who  are  wandering  far  away  from  the  Church,  and 
whose  need  and  peril  call  for  such  an  agency.  Better  in  a 
community  is  this  power  or  sentiment  at  work  than  an  organ- 
ization that  is  dead  while  it  socms  to  live.  Such  living  skel- 
etons of  the  association  are  to  be  found.  In  due  time  they 
are  buried.  The  grave  is  pointed  ont  as  proof  that  the  asso- 
ciation cannot  succeed  in  that  locality. 

But  we  ask,  is  this  form  or  organism  the  only  thing  that  has 
died!  Is  the  power  that  animates  association  work  elsewhere, 
and  seeks  and  cares  for  young  men,  alive  among  youf  If  not, 
revive  the  feeling.  The  dead  form  yon  are  rid  of.  Let  the 
power  be  manifest  in  active  Christian  work  for  these  young  men. 
Better,  we  repeat,  is  this  power  or  sentiment  at  work  than  the 
mere  form  of  an  association. 

But  lest  it  the  poaeer  and  the  form.  The  association  died 
because,  in  most  cases,  the  power  or  intelligent  enthusiasm 
was  wanting  which  should  have  informed  and  animated  it, 


choosing  its  agencies  more  wisely  and  adapting  them  with 
greater  skill  to  local  wants  and  requirements.  To  do  this 
years  ago  was  more  difficult  than  now,  for  every  year  is  add- 
ing to  the  experience  of  our  members.  The  work  is  getting 
better  definition.  Its  sphere  and  methods,  with  their  rela- 
tion to  the  churches,  are  more  thoroughly  understood.  We 
believe  that  in  many  places  where  the  association  has  lan- 
guished or  passed  away  altogether,  it  is  to  be  revived  in  both 
tho  power  and  the  form  of  its  activity,  by  a  stronger  desire 
for  and  a  better  apprehension  of  the  blessed  work  the  society 
aims  to  accomplish.         

Too   8mabt  to  Live.— A  certain  unenlightened   Young 
Men's  Christian  Association — that  is,  an  association  having 
rooms  on  an  unlighted  street — failed  to  gather  in  the  young 
men.    The  ladies,  thinking  that  a  transparency,  like  the  one 
used  by  the  Brooklyn  Association,  might  perhaps   attract 
young  men  to  the  rending- room  of  the  association,  or,  at  least, 
assist  thcin  in  finding  it,  collected  money,  obtained  a  trans- 
parency, and  presented  it  to  tho  association.    A  part  of  the 
Directors  were  in  favor  of  receiving  it,  but  the  prudent  ones 
objected  on  account  of  the  expenses  for  lighting  it;  but  ont 
of  respect  to  the  ladies,  the  transparency  was  accepted  and 
lighted.    From  that  time  the  rooms  were  so  crowded  with 
young  men  that  benches  and  chairs  had  to  be  borrowed  to  ac- 
commodate them.    But  after  a  few  weeks  a  little  bill  for  kero- 
sene made  its  appearance,  and  nothing  bnt  money  could  ex- 
orcise it,  and  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury.    In  their 
distress  the  Directors  appointed  a  prayer -meeting  to  ask  the 
Lord  to  help  them.     (Some  people  ore  willing  to  ask  the  Lord's 
help  when  money  is  to  be  raised  for  benevolent  purposes.) 
The  Lord  heard  their  prayer  and  put  it  into  tho  hearts  of  the 
Directors  to  pay  the  bill  themselves;  but  that  very  night  the} 
voted  to  cease  lighting  both  the  transparency  and  the  even 
ing  prayer-room;  and  the  Association  has  since  become  lib 
the  church  in  Sardis.    Stinginess  as  well  as  extravagana 
may  prove  fatal  if  carefully  managed. 


Edwabd  Bristol,  of  Buffalo,  K.  Y.,  has  been  holding 
Union  meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  with  very  gratifying  success.  Mr.  Bristol  is  a 
lay  worker  of  excellent  ability,  travelling  at  his  own  expense, 
who  has  felt  called  to  the  special  duty  of  inciting  young  pro- 
pie  to  increased  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  Master. 
A  special  service  was  held  in  the  large  hall  of  Associa- 
tion Building,  at  which  there  were  over  500  young  people ;  and 
the  result  must  be  greatly  to  increase  tho  workers  in  the  great 
harvest-field.  He  held  similar  meetings  in  the  First  Presby- 
terian, the  Congregational,  the  E-strect  Baptist,  and  the  Wes- 
ley Chapel  M.  E.  churches,  all  of  which  were  intensely  inter- 
esting. ______ 

A  brother  somewhat  accustomed  to  hewing,  quiintly  sag. 
gests  that  the  delegates  to  the  Lowell  Convention  be  request- 
ed to  leave  their  own  little  axes  and  whet-stoncs  at  home,  and 
come  prepared  to  turn  the  grindstone  to  sharpen  the  great 
broad-axe  of  the  Association. 


The  cheering  tidings  which  we  have  from  Charleston  of 
the  reconstruction  or  rather  the  restoration  of  the  associa- 
tion of  that  city  give  promise  of  no  small  work  for  the  fu- 
ture. With  a  field  more  extensive  than  ever  before,  the 
brethren  at  that  point  can  have  no  complaint  as  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  legitimate  work,  and  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve they'll  fin'4  |t  and  do  it. 
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Tins  importance  of  having  association  homes  is  felt  so 
generally  that  the  useful  and  timely  article  under  the  head  of 
"  Association  Buildings,  and  How  to  Secure  Them,"  on  an- 
other page,  will  be  found  to  handsomely  pay  the  reader  for 
its  perusal.  Mr.  Moreau  8.  Crosby,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
its  author,  is  one  of  the  most  wide-awake,  active, self-sacrificing, 
and  successful  Christian  workers  in  the  West,  and  has  his 
heart  in  the  subject  on  which  he  writes.  The  consciousness 
of  being  possessed  of  a  home,  a  headquarters,  is  of  as  much 
value  to  an  association  as  it  is  to  a  family.  We  mean,  of 
course,  in  communities  where  the  existence  of  associations 
is  of  most  importance.  Tenants  are,  in  very  many  cases, 
doing  noble  work,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  insepa- 
rable from  their  condition  as  such,  but,  brethren,  "  there's 
no  place  like  home."       

The  summer  is  so  near  at  hand  as  we  write,  that  we  are 
te  mpted  to  admonish  our  brethren  who  may  be  rambling  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  enjoying  vacation,  to  take  observa- 
tions and  qualify  themselves  for  informing  the  Monthly,  on 
tbsoir  return,  whether  in  every  place  they  visit  the  interests 
of  young  men  are  cared  for  beyond  the  necessity  of  such  agen- 
cies as  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  bring  to  bear 
far  their  benefit.  Let  us  hear  how  the  young  men  are  cared 
for. 


NEWS   OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 


"  What  can  I  dot  I  am  willing,  yea,  desirous  to  work  in 
connection  with  my  association."  This  is  a  question  that  is, 
perhaps,  best  answered  by  saying:  Dear  brother,  commit 
yourself  to  the  direction  of  your  secretary,  or  your  president, 
or  any  member  whom  you  see  actively  engaged.  Pray  that 
God  wJtl  be  with  you,  and  with  a  firm  trust  in  the  Jesus  of 
your  love,  you  will  be  placed  beyond  the  necessity  of  ever 
again  asking  such 'a  qnestion  as  we  here  endeavor  to  answer. 


SEASONABLE  COUNSEL  FROM  SALEM, 
MASS. 

Dear  Brethren  :  I  have  of  late  been  impressed  with  the  ne. 
eessity  of  more  of  personal  work  by  the  young  men  of  onr  asso- 
ciations. In  other  parts  it  may  be  different,  but  in  this  part  of 
the  country  there  is  much  to  be  done  which  is  totally  neglected 
by  some,  and  only  half  done  by  others.  I  have  seen  young  men 
(I  have  done  tbe  same  myself)  walk  from  the  church  meeting  to 
cur  room*,  and,  although  many  young  men  are  standing  about 
the  street-corners,  they  heed  them  not,  but  at  our  prayer-meeting 
we  pray  for  the  conversion  of  our  young  men,  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  tbe  light.  Who  is  to  bring  them  1  We  see  a  young 
man  standing  on  a  corner  who  is  a  stranger,  perhaps,  at  heart 
wishing  for  friends,  kind  friends,  to  mingle  with,  and  who  will 
manifest  some  interest  in  him.  No  one  appears  to  notice  him 
however,  and  at  last  he  falls  into  bad  company,  and  Is  led  astray, 
going  from  bad  to  worse  rapidly  after  once  started.  Where  will 
he  stopt  And  all  this  might  be  prevented  simply  by  asking  that 
stranger,  in  a  friendly,  cordial  tone,  to  accompany  us  to  meeting. 
Now,  if  such  an  one  might  be  saved  by  extending  the  hand  of 
friendship  at  such  a  time,  is  it  to  our  praise  If  we  neglect  it  T 
A  little  more :  if  one  of  those  young  men  should  come  to  our 
rooms,  what  kind  of  a  welcome  would  he  receive  T  Three  or  four 
young  men  sitting  then  reading  perhaps.  They  probably  look  up 
a  moment,  and  then  resume  their  book  or  paper.  Is  that  the  way 
to  greet  a  young  man  who  needs  warm  and  loving  hearts  and 
hands  to  help  him  along  ?  He  goes  away  with  very  little  desire 
to  come  again,  but  of  court*  we  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  that.  We 
need  more  men  like  Brother  Buroell  (we  have  had  him  here  re- 
cently) and  Brother  Moody,  well  known  as  earnest,  faithful  work- 
ers for  the  Master.  But  if  we  can't  do  as  much,  surely  we  can 
each  do  something  more  than  we  are  now  doing  for  "  Him  that 
loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us."  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
there  is  considerable  interest  in  Salem,  and  tbe  question  of  a 
building  fund  is  being  agitated.  Give  us  your  word  of  encour- 
agement. C. 

aujtM.  Ma**,  April  8th.  1873. 


Items  upon  the  following,  and  kindred  topics,  will  bo  specially  welcome: 
1.  New  features  In  the  work. 
S.  News  of  conventions. 
3.  Interesting  incidents. 
1  Instances  of  good  done  to  Individuals. 
5  Coaarunltles  awakened. 
S.  Notices  of  Associations  In  the  local  press. 

7.  In  what  departments  tbe  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 
far*  Communications  should  reach  our  ofllce  before  tbe  middle  of  the  month 
In  order  to  secure  prompt  Insertion. 


ANNIVERSARIES. 


Akron,  Ohio.— The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  association 
was  held  in  the  rooms,  on  the  evening  of  April  3d.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  J.  S. 
Lane ;  Vice  Presidents,  F.  S.  Hanford  and  R.  J.  Winters ;  Record- 
ing Secretary,  Dr.  M.  O.  Terry  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  O 
D.  Childs  ;  Treasurer,  I.  C.  Oibbins.  From  tbe  treasurer's  report 
it  appeared  that  the  receipts  for  the  year  were  $480.40,  and  expendi- 
tures, $441.87. 

PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 

The  retiring  president  delivered  a  very  interesting  address,  from 
which  we  cull  a  few  extracts,  as  reported  in  the  Akron  Daily 
Beacon.  He  said  :  "Three  years  ago,  after  several  preliminary 
meetings,  and  with  no  little  misgiving,  our  association  was 
formed.  We  started  with  a  membership  numbering  about  twenty- 
five,  mostly  young  men,  active,  earnest,  enthusiastic ;  but  what 
to  do,  and  how  to  do  it,  and  how  to  inspire  persevering  efforts, 
were  grave  questions  that  began  to  stare  us  In  tbe  face  as  soon  as 
the  first  flush  of  novelty  and  enthusiasm  had  passed  away.  We 
rented  a  small  back  room  in  Mathews'  block,  at  $100  per  year, 
and  set  about  our  work,  simply  to  do  as  much  good  as  we  could. 
For  two  winters,  the  benevolent  people  of  this  city  manifested 
their  confidence  In  us  by  making  us  the  almoners  of  their  gra- 
cious bounty  to  the  poor.  We  undertook  the  work,  and  with  the 
limited  means  at  our  command,  we  sought  out  the  poor  and  dis- 
tributed provlslonsand  clothing,  and  assisted  In  the  burial  of  their 
dead.  We  also  had  an  '  employment  department,'  whose  duty  it 
was  to  aid  in  procuring  work  for  such  as  were  able  to  work. 
Numbers  of  young  men  were  thus  provided  for.  Oar  missionary 
committee  organized  mission  Sabbath-schools  at  several  places  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  city.  The  most  successful  of  these  were  those 
at '  Sherbondy  Hill,'  '  Falor's  School-House,'  '  Ayres'  Settlement,' 
'  Chuckery,'  and  at  the  '  Old  Forge.'  We  furnished  the  superin- 
tendents and  supplied  the  schools  with  singing-books  and  papers. 
Some  of  these  schools  were  kept  up  summer  and  winter,  with  very 
gratifying  results." 

Baltimore,  Md. — The  anniversary  of  the  Baltimore  Assoia- 
tion,  held  on  the  26th  ol  March,  appears,  from  a  report  published 
in  Qood  New*,  to  have  had  several  features  of  unusual  Interest 
which  will  reveal  themselves  in  the  course  of  the  portions  we 
hero  reproduce.  Hon  William  Pinkney  Whyte,  Governor  of  the 
State,  presided.  In  opening  the  exercises,  he  said : 
governor's  address. 

The  work  to  be  performed  Is  not  one  of  charity,  but  it  li  the 
discharge  of  one  of  man's  noblest  duties — aye,  next  to  tbe  worship 
of  his  God.  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord,  thy  God,"  and  "  Thou 
ahalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  On  these  two  command- 
ments hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets.  In  such  a  cause  as  this 
how  can  any  father,  any  friend  of  virtue,  any  lover  of  pure  and 
unsullied  youth,  any  patriotic  dtlsen,  refuse  to  give  whatever  of 
moral  or  material  aid  he  has  at  command  to  this  association,  bent 
on  providing  a  permanent  and  spacious  edifice  for  the  mental  and 
moral  improvement  of  the  young  men  of  onr  prosperous  and 
growing  city — a  blessed  haven  to  the  storm-tossed  young  mariner 
upon  the  billows  of  the  world's  temptations  f 

ANNUAL  RETORT. 

The  report  of  the  president,  Mr.  Joseph  A  Bolgiano,  read  by 
the  recording  secretary.  Dr.  W.  H.  Curry,  showed  that  during  the 
year  150  persons  were  engaged  in  the  open-air  work,  by  whom 
750  addresses  were  made  and  12  regular  meetings  held  each 
week  ;  20  religious  meetings  each  week  held  in-doors,  at  which 
3750  addresses  were  made  and  4354  requests  for  prayer  presented ; 
807  situations  secured  for  indigent  young  men  willing  to  work 
but  unable  to  find  employment ;  800,000  papers,  tracts,  hymns  and 
card*  of  i»viutit»diWiVuW;t9<°9  WUifvwl  vi  difaotd  » 
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home  and  abroad  in  relieving  the  destitute.  There  were  about 
83,960  visits  to  the  rooms  during  the  year,  and  900  bar-rooms 
visited. 

LETTER  FROM  HON.  BETERDY  JOHNSON. 

We  give  some  extracts  from  the  letter  which  Hon.  Reverdy 
Johnson  sent  with  expressions  of  regret  for  his  absence : 

"  That  Christianity  has  had  a  decided  effect  in  controlling  the 
passions  of  men,  and  in  animating  them  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and 
enlightened  religion,  its  history  from  its  origin  to  its  present  time 
strikingly  manifests.  That  it  has  had  more  or  less  influence  in 
controlling  the  conduct  of  nations,  and  in  mitigating,  when  in 
spite  of  it  wars  occur  among  them,  the  horrors  of  that  direst 
scourgo  of  humanity,  must,  I  think,  be  apparent  to  the  historic 
student.  .  .  .  Although  the  truth  of  Christianity  has  been  denied 
by  men  of  acute  intellect,  and  by  arguments  plausible  when  not  ful- 
ly examined, yet  theseunbelievershaveproved  unable  to  impede  its 
progress.  .  .  .  The  purity  of  the  principles  tanght  by  our  Saviour, 
and  the  purity  of  His  life,  all,  In  my  judgment,  equally  demon- 
strate that  He  was,  what  He  proclaimed  himself  to  be,  a  part  of  the 
Deity.  And  the  doctrine  would  derive  additional  support,  if  any 
were  needed,  from  the  character  of  the  lives  of  those  who  sincerely 
adopt  and  live  up  to  its  precepts.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that  the 
mere  moralist  may  be,  and  very  often  is,  a  good  man ;  but  a  sin- 
cere and  pious  Christian  mutt  be  and  always  is  a  good  man.  His 
life  is  as  virtuous  as  human  frailty  will  permit,  whilst  his  last 
hours  strikingly  exhibit  the  consolation  which  Christianity  se- 
cures. It  may.  Indeed,  with  literal  truth  be  said  of  him,  that 
over  him  the  grave  wins  no  victory,  and  that  for  him  death  has 
no  sting." 

BON.  JOHN  H.  B.  LATHOBE 

Also  sent  a  letter  stating  his  regret  on  account  of  absence,  in 
which  he  expressed  himself  in  reference  to  the  new  building 
movement  as  follows : 

"  He  had  watched  its  progress  here  and  elsewhere,  and  regards 
It  as  a  powerful  agency  for  good  in  very  many  ways,  and  trusts 
to  see  it  succeed  in  its  present  effort  to  secure  a  permanent  abid- 
ing place  in  an  edifice  that  shall  not  only  increase  its  means  of 
usefulness,  but  be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  a  testimonial  to 
the  liberality  of  our  people." 

EEV.  THOMAS  GUARD'S  ADDRESS. 

The  address  of  Rev.  Mr.  Guard  was  an  able  and  finished  tribute 
to  the  cause  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  his 
appeal  to  the  Christian  people  of  Baltimore  to  aid  in  the  erection 
of  a  new  building  will  doubtless  have  desirable  results.  We 
print  some  extracts  from  the  address. 

ASSOCIATION. 

"  The  dawn  of  our  faith  was  welcomed  by  an  association  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  in  an  upper  chamber.  The  triumphs  of  the 
Reformation  were  won  by  a  brotherhood  of  earnest,  truth-loving 
Swiss,  and  French,  and  German  heroes.  The  greatest  religious 
revival  of  modern  days  began  in  an  association  of  young  Oxford 
students,  of  whom  Whitefield  and  the  Wesley  s  were  chiefs.  Your 
own  Republic  leaped  into  life,  full-armed  with  Herculean  virility, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  men  who  signed  the  '  Declaration 
of  Independence '  in  the  city  of  '  Brotherly  Love.'  In  union  is 
strength.  While  one  puts  a  thousand,  two  put  ten  thousand  to 
flight.  '  Give  me,'  said  Goethe, '  one  with  me,  and  I  am  strong ;' 
and  when  that  one  is  the  one  living  and  true  God,  then  'all 
things  are  possible ;  Alps  crumble,  the  volcano's  fires  are  quenched, 
oceans  are  dried  up,  rough  places  become  smooth  and  crooked  ones 
straight,  the  stars  in  their  course  fight  for  us,  and  the  stones 
of  the  field  are  in  league  with  us,  demons  open  their  ranks  and 
permit  our  passage,  seraphim  rally  at  our  side,  and  the  serried 
ranks  of  evil  are  routed  by  the  bright  banners  of  the  Host  of 
Truth. 

CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

"  The  Association  for  which  I  now  speak  is  a '  Christian  Attoeia- 
Hon.'  This  is  a  satisfactory  guarantee  that  its  aims  are  noble, 
its  principles  honorable,  its  success  beneficent. 

YOUNG  men's  christian  association. 

"  It  is  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  This  is  the  third 
point  of  interest,  nor  is  it  less  suggestive  than  those  already 
touched.  Young  men  I  what  a  thrill  travels  through  me  as  I  re- 
peat the  words.  Fancy,  Imagination,  impulse,  hope,  vigor,  ener- 
gy— these  all  constellate  around  the  words.  What  possibilities 
lurk  in  the  name!  Wbat  visions,  golden,  crowd  upon  the 
spirit  1  The  rulers  of  the  commonwealth;  the  orators  of  the 
Senate;  the  servants  of  justice  ucon  the  bench;  the  princes 
of  gold  in  bank  and  'change ;  the  bone  and  sinew  or  the  land  to 
extract  from  the  soil  its  precious  things ;  the  guardians  of  the 
State  when  recreant  hands  would  date  te  spoliate  the  broadening 


pile  by  wrenching  from  its  deep  dug  sockets  that  pillar  of  piety 
around  which  the  affections,  the  memories,  and  the  hopes  of  mil- 
lions of  earth's  frail  yet  trusting  hearts  cluster  with  reverend  grat- 
itude— the  Christian  Sabbath.  Who  would  not  be  again  a  young 
man,  with  strength  of  limb  and  will,  and  brain  unimpaired  and 
unwanted ;  with  a  memory  on  whose  tablets  vice  has  not  yet 
dropped  a  stain  ;  with  a  hope  whioh  has  not  yet  made  ashamed  ; 
with  a  heart  that  has  not  yet  quivered  with  the  shock  of  fides 
friendship  and  broken  troth ;  with  a  conscience  as  yet  without  ofc 
fence  to  God  or  man ;  uncrippled  by  failure ;  unmaimed  by  de- 
bauchery ;  nnwrinkled  by  care ;  unembittered  by  disappointment ; 
undismayed  by  disaster;  undeterred  by  opposition — with  eye 
cloudless  limb  elastic,  and  spirit  regal  and  unshattered  by  mean- 
ness and  deceit — oh !  who  would  not  be  an  immortal  youth  ?  who 
would  not  pay  down  any  sum  for  that  elixir  which  should  renew 
our  youth  like  the  eagle's,  and  not  only  give  it  back  but  perpct. 
uate  it  through  still-revolving  cycles.  If  old  Master  Trebonios 
Luther  Nacher,  on  entering  the  school-room  for  the  duties  of  the 
day,  never  failed  to  uncover  his  head  and  bow  to  the  youths  as- 
sembled— '  because,'  said  he, '  I  bow  to  the  future  burgomasters 
of  Germany' — neither  may  I  in  your  presence  be  hindered  in 
spirit  if  not  in  body  tendering  you  my  »i nearest  respects,  and  con- 
fessing the  sense  of  solemnity  which  rests  upon  me  as  I  gaxe  upon 
you  and  think  of  what  yon  shall  be — may  be — can  be." 

«      ADDRESS  OF  HON.  J.  MORRISON  HARRIS. 

In  the  course  of  the  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Harris,  one  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  he  said  that  the  Association  wanted  to  erect  a 
building  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  work  of  rescuing 
young  men  who  were  now  in  danger  from  the  yawning  temptation* 
and  snares  which  the  power  of  evil  had  established ;  and  though 
they  did  not  expect  to  make  all  young  men  Christians,  yet  they 
would  throw  around  them  a  Christian  influence.  They  expected  to 
erect  a  building  that  would  be  worthy  of  the  city  and  due  to  the 
cause.  It  was  expected  to  cost  $200,000.  They  had  $123,000  al- 
ready subscribed.  They  had  purchased  a  site  on  the  corner  of 
Charles  and  Saratoga  streets  for  $60,000,  and  they  wanted  to  rate 
the  other  $75,000  to  enable  them  to  push  forward  the  building. 

The  meeting  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  pronounced 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Smith. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.— The  anniversary  of  the  Y.  M.  C  A 

was  held  on  the  evening  of  March  28th.  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinra 
conducted  the  opening  exercises.  The  annual  report  was  read  by 
Rev.  8.  E.  Dietrich,  the  retiring  President  of  the  association. 
From  this  some  extracts  will  show  what  is  being  done  at  that 
important  point : 

"  Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  year  just  ended  to  mar  the 
peace,  harmony,  and  brotherly  love  which  have  generally  per- 
vaded in  all  our  meetings,  either  for  business  or  devotion.  The 
measure  of  temporal  prosperity  and  the  spiritual  blessings  which 
we  have  enjoyed  since  our  last  annual  meeting  are  worthy  of 
our  warmest  congratulations,  and  should  stimulate  us  to  nobler 
efforts.  Our  reading  and  library  rooms  are  pleasantly  located, 
easy  of  access,  and  so  far  as  our  limited  means  would  permit, 
have  been  rendered  attractive,  cheerfal,  and  homelike.  Our  tablet 
are  well  supplied  with  newspapers,  magazines,  reviews,  jonrnab, 
reports,  and  other  periodical  literature.  Our  library  baa  been  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  new  books. 
forty-five  of  which  have  been  generously  donated  by  friends  of 
the  association.  During  the  past  year  improvements  have  been 
made  in  this  department,  which  have  contributed  largely  to  ren- 
der the  rooms  exceedingly  comfortable  and  pleasing.  They  an 
fast  becoming  what  we  most  earnestly  desire  they  should  be,  the 
centre  of  religious  intelligence  and  action  for  young  men — a 
point  from  which  an  influence  may  go  out  which  shall  be  felt 
throughout  our  city.  Their  popularity  as  a  place  of  resort  is  evi- 
dent from  the  fact  that  more  than  fifteen  thousand  persons  have 
visited  our  rooms  during  the  past  twelve  months,  many  of  whom 
were  strangers.  The  financial  condition  of  our  association  is  quits 
satisfactory,  and  suggests  reasons  for  encouragement.  Oar  cur- 
rent expenditures  have  been  mot,  and  the  treasurer  reports  a  band 
some  balance  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Services 
were  held  in  the  county  prison  every  Sabbath  morning  regularly 
without  interruption.  The  privilege  of  conversing  with  the  prison- 
ers, and  distributing  religious  books  and  papers,  was  denied  the 
committee  of  the  past  year,  which  operated  seriously  against  us 
in  our  efforts  to  ivach  those  who  were  disposed  to  reform  tbeir 
lives  and  accept  of  salvation.  The  good  results  which  attended 
the  preaching  of  the  gospt-1  upon  the  streets  tne  previous  year  en- 
couraged us  to  continue  them  as  a  permanent  department  of  our 
work.  These  services  were  held  every  Sabbath  evening  durin? 
the  summer  months,  and  were  attended  with  unusual  power  and 
interest ;  men,  women,  and  children  gathered  in  large  number* 
around  the  committee  on  these  occasions,  manifesting  an  eager- 
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ness  to  hear  the  gospel,  seldom  seen  in  our  churches.    These 
people  are  uniformly  attentive  and  well  behaved." 

The  prayer-meetings  all  appear  to  have  been  well  attended  and 
successful.  Mr.  John  E.  Patterson,  Presidentelect,  urged  the 
importance  of  employing  a  city  missionary,  and  Mr.  Stutzman  ad- 
dressed the  meeting  on  the  importance  of  individual  effort. 

Topics  for  Convention.— The  following  topics  are  sub- 
mitted for  consideration  at  the  Lowell  Convention,  Wednesday, 
June  13th : 

1.  How  can  Association  work  in  States  and  Provinces  be  more  ef- 
fectively organized,  and  more  successfully  prosecuted? 

2.  Direct  religious  work  among  young  men  the  first  and  great 
work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 

8.  The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  general  secretary,  and  in 
what  Association  is  such  an  officer  necessary. 

4  Mow  should  Bible-classes  be  conducted  in  our  Associations, 
and  fur  what  objects? 

5.  Lectures  and  Lecturers. 

G.  How  can  the  Association  help  young  men  to  resist  tempta- 
tions ? 


Charleston,  S.  C— At  Charleston  the  important  work  of  re- 
organization appears  to  be  in  progress.  In  March,  a  deeply  interest, 
ing  meeting  was  held,  Mr.  Joseph  Whilden  presiding,  and  Mr. 
A.  C.  Palfrey  acting  as  secretary.  Addresses,  both  eloquent  and 
earnest,  were  made  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Rev.  Dr.  Smythe, 
Rev.  John  Johnson,  Rev.  W.  H.  Adams,  Rev.  Mr.  Legare,  Rev. 
J.  T.  Wightman,  Rev.  L.  H.  Shack,  Rev.  0.  R.  Gregory,  Rev.  Mr. 
Brackett,  and  Messrs.  E.  E.  Sell  and  L.  Sherfesee.  The  spirit  of 
the  speakers  may  be  gathered  from  a  few  brief  extracts  from 
some  of  the  addresses. 

Rev.  Dr.  Smythe  referred  to  the  good  that  might  be  done  in 
the  war  of  seeking  out  the  stranger  at  the  hotels,  and  sanctify- 
ing social  amusements,  etc. 

Mr.  Chapin,  former  President,  who  was  among  the  first  mem- 
bers of  the  association,  offered  a  few  reminiscences,  and  expressed 
himself  as  much  encouraged. 

Rev.  Mr.  Legare  said  that  the  judgment-day  alone  would  re- 
veal the  good  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  had 
done,  and  related  several  instances  of  what  it  had  accomplished. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Wightman  wished  the  effort  Godspeed.  All  good 
was  of  God.  There  were  only  two  principles  in  this  world — good 
and  evil.  The  one  for  which  this  association  was  formed  it  good, 
and  he  was  ready  to  extend  it  the  hand  of  fellowship.  He 
thought  such  societies  were  necessary — not  independent  of  the 
Christian  Church,  but  supplementary.  It  was  improper  for  a 
minister  to  go  to  a  hotel  to  drum  up  recruits  for  the  Church,  but 
not  for  the  members  of  the  association,  whose  motto  must  be 
"  Courage,  Energy,  Faith." 

Rev.  L.  H.  Shuck  also  endorsed  the  association.  He  agreed 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Pinckney  that  the  Church  was  the  heaven-born  in- 
strument to  save  souls ;  but  by  such  an  association  it  would  se- 
cure the  energy  of  the  young  men,  which  could  not  otherwise  be 
utilized.  Its  great  aim  was  to  welcome  strangers,  and  give  them 
a  home.  The  merchants  carry  their  guests  to  their  Boards  of 
Trade  and  Chambers  of  Commerce,  so  this  association  can  carry 
strangers  to  their  hall. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and 
by-laws,  and  it  was  resolved  to  hold  meetings  for  young  men 
every  Monday  evening. 

Auburn  and  Leurtgton,  Me. — Facing  one  another  on  op- 
posite sides  of  the  Androscoggin  River,  separated  by  a  narrow 
stream,  and  united  by  an  ample,  commodious  bridge,  the  manu- 
facturing cities  of  Lewistoa  and  Auburn — almost  equal  in  size 
—are  probably  growing  as  rapidly  in  wealth  and  population  as 
any  other  portion  of  the  State  of  Maine.  They  contain  at  present 
some  20,000  iuhabitants.  A  vigorous  Young  Men's  Christian  as- 
sociation is  maintained  in  either  city.  In  Lewiston,  the  larger 
and  wealthier  community,  a  small  band  of  brethren  are  at  work 
in  earnest.  An  excellent  reading-room  (too  high  up,  however — in 
the  third  story)  and  a  tastefully  tarnished  hall  are  rented.  In  tbe 
ball,  every  Sunday  morning,  a  meeting  of  unusual  power  and  in- 
terest is  maintained.  Also  on  Sunday  and  Sat  unlay  evenings, 
meetings  are  held  at  the  rooms.  Monday  evening,  five  corpora- 
tion boarding-house  meetings  (•(escribed  in  another  column)  are 
sustained  among  the  operatives  of  the  mills.  Thexe  meetings 
commend  the  association  and  its  work  to  this  large  class  in  the 
community,  and  promote  attendanceas  the  rooms,  and  specially  at 
th»  tecittl  mt&ng,  bald  than  the  last  Friday  evening  of  the 


month,  where  music,  song,  conversation,  speeches,  and  various 
entertainment,  make  the  time  pass  cheerfully  and  profitably. 
More  workers,  and  a  more  general  and  generous  appreciation  of 
this  good  woik,  would  transfer  the  reading-room  to  the  first  floor, 
increase  the  activity,  and  extend  the  usefulness  of  tbe  association. 
In  Auburn,  the  reading-room  is  one-etory  better  off,  being 
on  the  second  floor,  and  is  naturally  both  more  accessible  and 
frequented.  Our  members  here  are  specially  active  in  mis- 
sion work  in  the  neighboring  country.  Last  summer,  at  seven 
stations,  Sunday-schools  or  neighborhood  prayer-meetings  were 
sustained.  At  one,  the  religious  interest  was  so  deep  and  earn- 
est that  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  winter  A  build- 
ing fund  of  nearly  $3000  has  been  accumulated  in  Auburn, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  fresh  subscriptions  will  soon  enable  the  so- 
ciety to  secure  a  home  of  its  own,  This  will  be  greatly  helpful 
to  the  brethren  in  their  work  for  young  men.  They  feel  deeply 
the  necessity  of  laying  greater  emphasis  in  all  their  efforts  upon 
this  distinctive  department  of  the  Association  work. 

Winthrop,  Me.—yio  association  In  Maine  is  doing  a  work  so 
incessantly  attended  by  the  gracious  power  of  the  Spirit  as  that 
performed  by  the  association  in  the  town  of  Winthrop.  Organ- 
ized some  four  years  ago,  the  society  has  ever  since  been  a  great 
blessing  to  all  the  neighboring  country.  Going  north,  east, 
south,  and  west,  the  brethren  have  visited,  in  tarn,  some  twenty 
different  places,  where  few  religions  services  are  enjoyed.  At  the 
first  point  selected — Reedfleld— *  work  of  grace  accompanied  their 
efforts.  The  church,  which  they  found  in  a  very  languishing  con- 
dition, was  revived,  and  forty  conversions  were  tbe  result  of  the 
meetings  held  there.  At  South  Monmouth,  Leeds,  East  Monmouth, 
and  other  places,  a  similar.blessing  has  been  enjoyed,  and  as  many 
as  one  hundred  and  fifty  converts  are  among  the  fruits  of  the  abun- 
dant labor  of  these  faithful  brethren.  At  the  present  time,  a  de- 
lightful religions  interest  prevails  in  Green,  where  meetings  are 
being  held,  and  twelve  conversions  have  taken  place.  Two  asso- 
ciations owe  their  origin  to  these  efforts  of  our  members  in 
Winthrop— one  at  Sydney,  and  the  other  at  East  Monmouth. 
The  first  president  of  the  Winthrop  assocation  was  Mr.  D.  A. 
Cargill,  now  of  Augusta,  Me.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Levi 
Jones.  These  worthy  presidents,  with  Messrs.  C.  M.  Bailey,  J.  C. 
Wood,  C.  L.  Carleton,  and  C.  A.  Wing,  of  the  "  prayer-meeting 
committee,"  are  among  those  who  have  been  most  active  and 
blessed  in  this  good  work.  The  president,  Mr.  Jones,  lately  re- 
ceived a  precious  gift,  in  an  album  containing  the  pictures  ot  some 
of  those  who  had  been  "  converted  at  South  Monmouth,  through 
the  agency  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  In  Winthrop." 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  in  the  work  of  our  societies,  the  blessing  has 
come  through  the  awakened  earnestness  and  fidelity  of  leading 
Christian  laymen.  The  prayer-meeting  is  the  chief  agency  em- 
ployed. A  library  at  the  rooms  is  open  to  the  public  twice  a  week. 
A  reading-room  was  once  sustained,  but  has. been' given  up. 

Albany,  N".  T.— The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Younj; 
Men's  Christian  Association  did  a  very  worthy  act  at  their  last 
meeting  in  raising  the  salary  of  the  General  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  L. 
niadding,  some  $200.  Mr.  Gladding  has  been  the  life  of  the  as- 
sociation, and  to  his  never-tiring  zeal  is  due  the  success  of  the 
organization. 

The  following  are  the  officers  elected  at  the  annual  meeting: 
Edw.  Savage,  Prtnident ;  G.  W.  Hoxsh*,  let  Vice-Pretident; 
C.  E  Rancom,  id  Vice-Pretident;  J.  E.  Burton,  Treamrer  ;  h. 
Russell  Nlver,  Recording  Secretary;  S.  B.  Griswold.  Correspond- 
ing Secretary ;  John  D.  Brooks,  S.  F.  Kneeland,  E.  M.  Briggs, 
E.  A.  Watson,  Geo.  N.  Collier,  John  W.  Osborn,  C.  H.  Burton, 
Root.  McRoberts,  Frank  Watson,  Director!.  The  association  has 
appointed  the  Recording  Secretary  tbe  missii  nary,  and  given  him 
general  charge  of  tbe  religious  interests  of  the  association. 
Daily  meetings  are  held  irom  4  to  4.30  p.m.,  except  on  Saturday, 
when  they  are  an  hour  long,  and  the  subject  is  that  of  the  Sun- 
day-school lesson  for  the  following  Sunday.  On  Tuesday  even* 
ing  a  strangers'  meeting  is  held,  which  has  been  a  decided  suc- 
cess— making  the  association  of  real  practical  benefit  to  the 
churches  and  the  young  men  of  the  city. 

Toledo,  Ohio.— Mr.  H.  H.  Fulton,  Secretary  of  the  Toledo 
association,  writes  under  date  of  March  26th : 

"  We  have  just  moved  Into  our  new  (rented)  rooms,  in  First 
National  Bunk  building,  and,  though  we  do  not  mean  to  boatt, 
we  must  claim  that  the  ruoms  possess  tuperior  attractions. 
There  is  a  large  reading-room,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  over  a 
hundred,  which  is  also  used  for  a  lecture-room,  in  tbe  rear  of 
this  is  a  large  and  nicely-furnished  room  for  prayer-meetings,  so- 
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ciala,  etc  Over  this  room  our  superintendent  lias  his  study  and 
sleeping  apartment  There  are  on  file  in  our  reading-room  about 
a  ban.  I  red  dally  jiapwrs,  from  New  York,  Rochester.  Buffalo,  Bos- 
ton, Montreal,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati.  Chicago.  New-Orleans,  Eu- 
ropean paper*,  and  numerous  weeklies.  Many  young  men  spend 
their  leisure  in  this  reading-room.  Our  noon-day  and  Saturday 
evening  prayer-meetings  are  well  attended,  and  the  association 
holds  services  in  the  jail.  Httne  for  Friendless  Women,  and  in 
five  mission  churches.  Wo  have  the  'silent  tract  distributors' 
placed  in  hob-Is,  depots,  baroer-shops,  and  streetcars,  and  are 
able  to  distribute,  in  this  «ay,  two  thousand  tracts  daily.  We  are 
about  to  organize  a  Bibie-class,  to  be  held  in  tbe  rooms  on  8ab- 
bn'h  afternoon.  We  have  the  reading  matter  and  advertisements 
now  r«-a<iy  for  the  first  Usue  of  our  paper.  A  tree  lecture,  by 
some  one  of  the  city  pastors/is  delivered  in  the  reading-room 
every  Tuesday  evening,  and  we  expect  to  introduce  our  free  con- 
certs in  a  few  weeks.  We  attribute  much  of  our  succe-s  to  our 
active  superintendent,  T.  A.  Nelson,  who  devotes  his  entire  lime 
and  attention  to  t>>e  work.  We  are  looking  forward  with  pleas- 
ure to  the  meeting  at  Lowell.  May  God's  choicest  blessing  rest 
upon  the  associations,  and  make  all  our  plans  subservient  to  Ills 
will." 


Syracuse,  N.  Y.— The  annua*  business  meeting  of  tbe 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  for  the  election  of  officers, 
was  held  February  25th.  An  informal  ballot  for  President 
•bowed  that  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  association  was  Mr. 
M.  W.  Hanchett.  Professor  I*aac  Bridgman,  tbe  retiring  Presi- 
dent, briefly  responded  to  an  expression  of  thanks  from  tbe  as- 
soclat  on  to  the  retiring  officers.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
officer*  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  President.  M.  W.  Hanchett ; 
Vice-Preri'tcnt,  Professor  W.  P.  Coddington.  cf  Syracuse  Univer. 
slty  ;  Corretponding  Secretary,  O.  L.  P  Browne ;  Rec  nting  Sec- 
retary, N.  8.  Curtis  ;  Ireatu-re/r,  A.  C.  Spencer;  Director*,  First 
Presuyterian  church,  C.  A.  Hudson ;  Park  Presbyterian  church, 
Thomas  Hooker ;  Fourth  Presbyter  an  church,  W.  C.  Anderson  ; 
Reformed  church,  Geo.  L.  Uouta ;  Plymouth  church,  E.  W.  Parine- 
lee;  Central  Ba.itist  charch,  Q.  B.  Weeks;  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  chureh,  Geo.  8.  Spencer;  On  euary  Methodist  Episco 

KU  church,  J.  F.  Prase ;  First  Ward  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
ev.  0.  A  Houuhton;  Dempster  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
C.  C.  Brown  ;  Wesleyan  Methodist  ohuroh,  Geo.  Gross ;  First 
Evangelical  Association,  Geo.  Hliuttle ;  Episcopal,  L.  W.  Hall ; 
First  Baprist  cliurclj.  H.  H.  Fuller;  First  Ward  Presbyterian 
church,  Dr.  M.  B.  Fairchild. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  in  March,  of  the  association,  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  relating  to  the  death  of  William  J.  Mix,  who 
was  a  valuable  member,  and  commending  his  general  character 
and  many  Christian  graces  as  worthy  ol  emulation  by  the  breth- 
ren who  mourn  his  lues. 


be  actively  resumed  this  season,  and  with  special  reference  to 
reaching  the  young  men  of  the  community.  There  is  some  rea- 
son to  look  for  news  of  a  building  and  home  for  the  association  in 
Rockland.    The  brethren  are  in  earnest,  and  mean  work. 


Washington,  D.  C— At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  Washington  Association,  at  which  the  annual  reports 
of  the  chairmen  of  the  various  committees  were  made  to  the 
president,  it  was  discovered  that  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  six 
conversions  were  on  record,  as  the  results  of  the  labors  of  the  past 
year.  It  is  ho|ied  that  two  hundred  and  six  new  and  vigorous 
praying  men  and  workers  have  thereby  been  turned  upon  the 
city  of  Washington.  About  five  months  ago.  a  committee  on 
visitation  was  organized,  consisting  of  eighteen  of  themo»t  active 
members,  to  visit,  by  invitation,  the  prayer  meetings  of  the  various 
churches  in  and  about  the  city.  This  has  been  fouud  to  be  a  most 
blessed  means  of  grace,  both  to  those  engaged  in  it  and  to  the 
people  visited.  The  plan  is  to  supply  the  prayer-meeting  with  the 
Association  hymns,  printed  on  slips,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  leads.  Tbe  daily  meeting  idea  is  adopted,  every  per- 
son being  urged  to  take  part,  and  the  time  limited  t  •  each,  so  as  to 
give  the  opportunity  to  as  many  as  possible.  At  the  fifteen  meet- 
ings held,  scores  of  anxious  inquirers  have  arisen  to  ask  for  the 
prayers  ot  God's  people,  and  soino  have  been  brought  to  the  Sa- 
viour. The  influence  upon  the  churches  is  excellent,  while  it  op- 
erates well  upon  the  work  of  the  association.  The  plan  is  a  com- 
mendable one. 


Rockland,  Die,—  For  two  winters  and  a  simmer,  in  Rockland, 
the  association  (organized  in  December,  1870)  has  been  sustained 
by  a  band  of  earnest,  devoted  brethren.  The  city  has  nearly  10,- 
000  inhabitants,  and  is  growing  rapidly.  During  the  first  winter 
of  the  society,  a  fruitful  public  meeting  t och  Lord's  day  proved  a 
great  blessing  to  the  community.  In  the  snmmer,  this  was  sus- 
pended, and  two  neighborhood  meetings  profitably  carried  on  in 
needy  localities.  Last  winter,  the  absence  of  some  of  the  most  ac- 
tive numbers  crippled  the  efforts  of  the  brethren ;  bat  work  Is  to 


Leitrlston  Corporation  Meetings.— Corporation  meetings 
is  the  name  given  to  union  meeting*,  of  a  very  interesting  sort,  car- 
ried on  by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  in  Lewiston.  The  corporations  owning 
the  large  mills  in  this  manufacturing  city  build,  for  the  uae  of 
their  operatives,  immense  boarding-houses,  in  each  of  which  large 
numbers  are  accommodated.  In  five  of  these  boarding-houses  of 
the  corporations,  every  Monday  evening,  members  of  the  associa- 
tion hold  meetings,  which  are  often  attended  by  a  rich  blessing. 
The  undenominational  banner  of  the  association  is  specially  indis- 
pensable in  this  good  work.  A  cheerful  social  meeting  fa  held  at 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  rooms  the  last  Friday  evening  of  the  month, 
where  the  attendance  is  good,  all  are  mode  welcome,  and  the 
fulness  of  the  society  greatly  promoted. 


Brunswick.— To*  four  years  in  Brunswick,  a  faithful  few 
have  been  carrying  on,  through  the  association,  a  bleated  work. 
Ten  neighborhood  meetings  have,  at  different  times,  been  encour- 
agingly sustained.  At  one,  ten,  at  another,  twenty  conversions 
have  resulted.  Tbe  labors  of  the  brethren  at  other  places  have 
been  fruitful.  During  all  this  time,  a  pleasant  and  profitable, 
though  often  a  small  meeting,  has  been  perseveringly  sustained 
at  the  rooms.  At  present,  however,  the  neighboring  meetings  are 
languishing  for  want  of  laborers.  No  distinctive  work  for  young 
men  has  been  attempted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  reading-room,  with 
cheerful  social  attractions,  may  be  established  by  the  association 
this  year. 

Turtle  Crtek,  Pa.—  The  Turtle  Creek  Association  have  had 
tribulation  within  their  borders,  but  they  have  a  home  of  theft 
own,  all  paid  for.  It  appears  that  some  "  backsliding  members 
have  been  working  very  hard  to  get  the  house  soli  so  -as  to  re- 
cover their  share  of  the  stock."  So,  the  brethren  who  remain 
steadfast  have  a  work  to  do,  and  if  they  do  it  in  love,  tbe  present 
backsliders  will  want,  not  only  to  let  their  stock  alono,  bat  to 
take  a  little  share  in  the  work. 

Howard  University,  Washington,  D.  C. — Mr.  Wax, 

C.  Roane,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  association  connect  ad  with 
the  Howard  University,  Washington.  D.  C,  writes:  "Oar  mem- 
bership is  quite  large:  prayer-meetings  are  regularly  attended  by 
believers  and  unbelievers ;  tbe  members  are  engaged  in  teaching 
in  various  Sabbath-schools  in  the  city,  and  we  are  conducting  s 
Sabbath-ochool  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  which  we  hope  will 
help  to  eradicate  some  of  the  vice  and  degradation  of  that  be- 
nighted quarter  of  our  city." 

•  — — 

Correction.— Some  of  the  daily  papers  were  recently  be- 
trayed into  publishing  that  Rev.  Mr.  Van  De  Mark,  of  Pitts- 
burg, preached  a  sermon  for  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  that  city,  in  which  he  favored  theatr  cal  amusements. 
It  is  due  to  the  association  and  to  Mr.  Van  De  Mark  to  say  that 
such  a  sermon  was  preached,  but  not  under  the  auspices  of  the 
former. 


Alexandria,  Va.— The  Advocate,  organ  of  the  Alexandria 
Associati  n,  reports  $800  received  toward  their  new  building.  The 
association  now  sustains  a  prayer-meeting  every  Sabbath,  at  oae 
of  the  churches  in  rotation,  and  services  at  the  jail  and  the  aim; 
house  on  the  same  day.  In  all  other  respects,  the  work  appears 
to  prosper. 

Portland,  We. — Testimony  is  always  pleasant,  and  that  ot  s 
young  n»in,  pub'ished  in  The  Good  Seed, is  very  gratify iryr  Here 
it  is :  "  I  felt  that  you  were  especially  kind  in  your  efforts  to  in- 
troduce me  to  employment.  I  hope  1  shall  always  appreciate  what 
has  beta  dons  tar  ma  through  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  of  PotUaad," 
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Fredertekton,  New-Brunswick.— Wh«t  follows  is  from 
a  letter  just  received,  and  will  be  read  wl-.h  prayerful  interest : 

"  The  Frederickton  association  is  progressing  steadily,  and  we 
hope  doing  a  fp<od  work.  It  has  been  in  existence  now  more  tban 
a  year,  but  in  October  of  1871  was  <  fficered  and  equipped  anew, 
aud  litis  since  shown  a  healthy  record.  It  has  well-furnished  rooms 
in  one  of  the  best  business  quarters  of  the  city,  and  sustains  a 
reading-rooni,  weekly  Thursday  evening  meetings,  Sabbath  after- 
noon meetings,  and  cottage  prayer-meetings.  All  of  these  ar<- 
very  well  attended,  and,  we  trust,  doing  good  in  their  several 
spheres  of  influence.  The  Association  Monthly  Is  taken  and 
prized ;  we  would  not  miss  its  v.sits  without  regret.  We  wore 
much  disappointed  In  not  having  the  pleasure  of  Hearing  and  see- 
ing Brother  Morse,  who  visited  the  brethren  in  St.  John,  bat  wae 
prevented  by  the  unusually  severe  storms  of  March,  trom  reaching 
Fre  erickton.  Had  he  come,  he  would  have  received  a  hearty 
welcome,  and  no  doubt  would  have  added  much  to  <iur  strength. 
The  majority  of  the  pastors  look  upon  our  work  with  favor,  ami 
give  us  their  support ;  an  exception  or  two,  however,  exists,  but 
we  hope  may  not  for  a  long  time.  Why  should  not  these  two,  the 
Association  and  Church,  hold  up  each  other's  hands  in  the  great 
work  of  spreading  the  good  news  t  One  Saviour,  one  Father,  on« 
home  tn  prospect,  one  labor  in  common,  how  can  they  be  diverse 
in  interest  1  With  the  body  of  the  people,  we  believe  we  are  in 
noion  and  » coord. 

*'  We  strive  to  keep  np  our  claim  to  the  title  of  Chrittian  associa- 
tion, and  not  retrograde  into  a  mere  literary  or  scientific  club, 
which,  perhaps,  is  an  error  quite  commonly  run  into.  To  save 
souls  is  the  prime  object  of  the  organization,  and  anything  and 
everything  else  should  be  subsidiary  to  this." 


FOREIGN. 


Liverpool.— This  association  is  thoroughly  alive.  Since  the 
London  Conference  it  seems  to  have  taken  a  new  lease  of  its  life. 
Its  esteemed  Treasurer,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  in  October  last,  took 
into  his  own  hands  the  responsibility  of  the  finances  or  money- 
getting,  and  the  secretary  has  since  then  been  left  free  to  devote 
his  whole  time  and  'energies  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  objects  of 
the  society ;  hence  it  is  that  tbe  association  is  now  doing  its  real 
missionary  work  with  much  success  and  blessing.  Tbe  Sunday 
afternoon  Bible-class  is  never  attended  by  less  than  a  hundred, 
whilst  the  Sunday  morning  and  monthly  Union  Prayer-Meetings 
are  also  largely  attended,  and  the  room  in  which  the  Thursday 
evening  Bible-class  is  held  is  found  to  be  much  too  small.  The 
house-to-house  tract  distribution,  and  the  Saturday  night  mission 
to  young  men  in  the  streets,  are  being  vigorously  carried  on.  A 
week-nlgbt  devotional  meeting  has  been  established.  Large  fort- 
nigntiy  tea-meetings,  followed  by  earnest  religious  addresses,  have 
been  held,  to  each  of  which  over  three  hundred  young  men  were 
invited,  numbers  of  whom,  through  this  instrumentality,  have 
been  converted  to  Christ.  At  the  close  of  a  recent  meeting,  ad- 
dressed by  our  worthy  brother,  Mr.  M.  H.  Hodder,  of  the  London 
Association,  thirteen  young  men  tamed,  anxious  about  the  salva- 
tion  of  their  souls,  six  of  them  finding  peace  before  leaving  the 
room.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  on  tbe 
20ih  of  January,  when  a  most  satisfactory  report  was  presented. 
Tbe  treasurer's  account  showed  a  balauce  of  £7  17*.  6VJ.  on  the 
right  side.  Mr.  Stewart  H.  Brown  (of  Brown,  Shipley  Si  Co.)  was 
elected  President ;  tbe  Treasurer  was  reelected,  and  a  new  com- 
mittee (men  of  the  right  sort)  appointed.  Mr.  Nash,  the  Secreta- 
ry, will  be  glad  if  American  brethren  visiting  Europe  will  call 
upon  the  Liverpool  association,  when  they  will  be  heartily  wel- 
comed. 


Londonderry,  Ireland.— The  annual  soiree  or  tea-party 
of  the  association  was  held  in  their  hall,  on  Friday  evening,  Feb- 
ruary 2d.  Mr.  Richard  Smyth,  who  has  maintained  for  so  many 
years  an  active  interest  in  association  work,  and  visited  leading 
associations  in  our  own  land  some  four  years  ago,  presided.  In 
his  opening  address,  the  chairman  said  their  first  mee'-isg  was 
held  sixteen  years  ago,  in  a  private  house.  In  1830,  premists 
were  hired  at  $10  per  annum,  an  enormous  rent  for  those  who 
had  to  pay  it ;  "  but,"  said  he,  "  we  are  now  met  in  a  building 
erected,  I  might  say,  by  the  members."  From  the  annual  report 
read  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston,  Secretary,  a  few  of  the  points  given 
will  be  found  in  cresting.  «*  A  recent  investigation  showed  that, 
of  tli*  161  members  whose  names  are  on  our  books,  upward  of 
109  are  known  to  be  zealous  and  earnest  workers  in  churches  an  I 
8a*>lath-schools— men  who,  in  a  laige  degree,  were  trained  and 
fitted  by  their  connection  with  the  association.''    "  We  start  an- 


other year  entirely  free  from  debt."  Of  course  the  vote  to  adopt 
the  report  was  unanimous.  Then  there  was  a  irood  time,  speeches, 
recitations,  and  siuging.  Then  tie  company  broke  up  at  a  late 
hour. 


London,  England.— Tbe  London  association  known  03 
the  "  Parent  Association,"  is  always  regarded  with  interest,  as 
lis  movements  and  methods  are  likely  to  be  looked  upon  very 
much  as  models  for  work  elsewhere.  The  monthly  social  tea- 
meeting  is  an  instrument  of  great  use.  That  which  was  held  In 
February  appears  to  have  been  unusually  pleasant  and  interest- 
ing. 

The  German  branch  have  made  it  their  special  object  to  pro- 
vide a  home  in  the  English  metropolis,  where  young  men,  forei  ja 
as  well  as  English,  can  be  respectably  accommodated  for  a  short 
time,  and  obtain  such  information  as  they  may  require  in  regard 
to  employment.  The  next  Meuengtr  will  probably  contain  the 
address  of  this  home. 

At  the  Northwest  Branch,  two  hundred  young  men  attend  the 
Bible-classes,  and  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  attend  tte 
special  meetings  for  addresses.  The  members  are  working 
among  ragged  children  and  low  lodging-houses. 

Leedf. —  At  the  sixteenth  annual  meeting,  the  report  set  forth 
that  240  new  members  and  subscribers  had  joined  the  association. 
Number  now  on  the  roll  1052.  Bible-class  attended  by  from  50 
to  100.  Members  are  continually  urged  to  find  Sunday -cch-ol 
work.  Oljects  aimed  at  in  Bible  clues  social  tea  after  lesson : 
1st,  to  resume  the  conversation  on  Bible  class  subjects  ;  2d,  to 
bring  the  strangers  in;o  immediate  contact  with  our  soul-winners; 
3d,  to  induce  these  new-comers  to  Leeds  at  once  to  join  the  asso 
elation  ;  and  4th,  if  they  are  a'ready  Christians,  to  get  them  im- 
mediately committed  to  some  definite  Christian  wcrk.  There  is 
a  Tramps'  meeting  on  Sunday  evenings,  attended  by  from  50  to 
200  of  tbe  most  wretched  men  and  women  to  be  found.  The 
work  of  this  association  is  so  broad  and  various  as  to  make  it  es- 
pecially worthy  of  a  visit  by  all  who  pass  that  way. 

Dublin,  Ireland. — A  correspondent  of  the  Quarterly  Mes- 
senger says :  "  United  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Dublin 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Church  ->f  Ireland  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  Presbyterian  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  and  Wesleyan  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
respecting  resistance  to  the  establishment  of  horse  races  in  the 
Phoenix  Park,  and  to  our  great  delight  and  surprise  an  old  act  of 
Parliament,  passed  in  College  Green,  before  the  '  Union,'  has 
been  found,  which  prohibits  public  horse-racing  within  nine 
miles  of  Dublin  Castle.  The  provisions  of  tbe  act  are  most  sum- 
mary, and  it  can  be  put  in  force  by  any  local  magistrate,  without 
Attorney-General.    '  Hurrah  for  Home  Rule  1' " 

Belfast,  Ireland. — The  association  at  Belfast  opened  their 
new  rooms  during  the  same  month,  Charles  Finlay,  Esq.,  pre- 
siding on  the  occasion.  During  the  previous  year  72  members 
were  admitted,  and  102  the  present  year.  The  sum  of  $8000  had 
been  subscribed  for  the  new  rooms  since  October,  and  everything 
was  moving  along  prosperously.  The  meeting  was  addreesed  by 
Mr.  Molan,  Secretary,  Rev.  Charles  Beauclerk,  Thomas  McClure, 
M  P.,  Thomas  Sinclair,  J.P.,  Rev.  Charles  Seava,  and  Charles 
Wolfe  Shaw. 


The  Quarterly  Messenger  is  overflowing  with  reports 
from  associations  all  over  England  and  Scotland,  embracing 
Malton,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  Oxford.  Reading,  Ryde,  Shrews 
bury,  Southport,  Snrbiton,  Whitbr,  Worcester,  York.  Aberdeen, 
Bathgate,  Capar  Fife,  Dundee,  Jersey,  Auckland,  New-Zealand ; 
Port  Elizabeth,  Africa;  Ireland,  France,  Switzerland,  and  Hoi 
land.  Wherever  there  is  an  association  at  work,  wh«:hor  it  Li 
prosperous  or  weak,  flourishing  or  struggling,  the  Banner  of  the 
Cross  is  .raving,  and  the  Church  is  rejoicing  In  ivs  valiant  co- 
worker. 
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Manclieater,  Eng.—llr.  M.  B.  H<idder,  in  a  letter  to  The 
Christian,  speaks  hopefully  of  the  pronjiect  in  Manchester,  wh-re 
hti  Bays:  **I  found  Christian  friends  looking  forward  with  much 
pleasure  to  renewed  effort  under  tlie  superintendence  of  Mr.  Hind 
Smith,  the  hitherto  devoted  secretary  of  the  Leeds  Association, 
who  ha«  accepted  oar  invitation  to  devote  his  energies  for  Cur  st 
in  Manchester.  I  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  communicate  (rood 
tidings  concerning  God's  work  in  connection  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
of  that  important  city." 

Honolulu,  Sandwich  Inl-nds. — The  Friend,  in  alluding 
to  the  association  rooms  at  Honolulu,  rays  that  "  It  is  perhaps  the 
oDly  place  here,  with  opportunitii*  fo-  reading  and  wri'ing,  al- 
ways open,  and  absolutely  free  to  the  utter  stranger  as  well  as  to 
every  one  eW  (n  a  place  like  Honolulu,  where  si  many  seamen 
and  other  strangers  during  the  year  are  ashore  for  a  tew  days  or 
nights,  with  rarely  anything  open  to  the  public  in  the  way  of  in- 
nocent amusement  an  i  recreation,  the  importance  of  such  an  in- 
stitution can  hardly  be  overrated." 

Faringdon. — The  committee  report  taat  the  interest  taken 
in  the  Bible-class  and  prayer-meetings  continues  unabated.  Dur- 
ing winter  the  rooms  have  been  open  for  the  reading  of  Scrip- 
tures and  prayer  on  Sunday  evenings,  in  addition  to  the  week- 
day devotional  meeting.    All  well  attended. 

Liverpool  (England)  T.  M.  C.  J.  Watchword*  for 
1872. — "  Be  kindly  affectioned,  one  to  another,  with  brotherly 
love ;  in  honor  preferring  one  another ;  not  slothful  in  business  ; 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord ;  rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in 
tribulation ;  continuing  instant  in  prayer."  , 

Birmingham.— from  the  last  annnal  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  association,  it  appears  that  the  brethren  are  very 
much  in  need  of  increased  and  improved  accommodations.  About 
fifty  young  men  attend  the  Sun  lay  Bible-class,  which  is  good. 

Bangdr,  NorVi  Wales.— The  number  of  members  has  in- 
creased during  the  year  from  77  to  90.  There  have  been  160 
meetings  held,  and  all  are  working  in  much  harmony  with  the 
churches. 


Hartlepool. — Here  the  association  is  small  but  useful — 17 
members  and  25  associates.  They  sold  during  the  year  63  Bibles, 
71  Testaments,  and  146  scripture  portions,  besides  copies  of  Chris- 
tian books. 


Fredericton,  JV.  JB.— Tbe  association  here  is  vigorous  and 
prosperous.  By  means  of  attractive  sociables,  they ,  gather  in 
many  outsiders  desirous  of  seeing  the  inner  operations. 

Doncaster.— The  Bible-class  is  the  special  feature  here. 
Two  are  held  every  week.  Th>re  has  been  a  revival,  in  which 
all  the  churches  have  partaken  of  the  benefit. 

Ulleshall. — In  manning  this  association  for  work,  it  has 
been  found  necessary  to  have  a  lady  Secretary,  Miss  Harford  Bat- 
tersby.    Numbers  small  but  energetic. 


Hereford. — A  large  per  centage  of  the  members  are  engaged 
in  Sabbath-schools  and  other  means  of  Christian  usefulness. 
Membership  steadily  increasing. 

Darlington. — The  Bible-class,  tract  distribution,  devotional 
meetings,  escay  class,  and  library,  are  in  full  work.  The  pecu- 
niary affairs  reported  satisfactory. 

Brighton. — The  last  annual  report  shows  that  205  associate 
members  Lad  been  admitted,  and  42  active  members.  Meetings 
and  classes  all  well  attended. 


Grantham.— This  association  has  the  Earl  of  Harrowby  for 
President,  and  is  in  active  operation  with  an  interesting  pro- 
gramme. 

Bridport.—  New  rooms  have  been  taken,  the  debt  is  paid, 
and  the  meetings  are  better  attended. 


Boston. — Here  the  committee  propose>hiring  a  suitable  house 
for  the  use  of  the  association. 


Bristol. — New  premises  have  been  purchased,  and  the  pros- 
pect is  inviting.  ^^^^^^ 

Zero  Refrigerator.— -From  personal  observation,  we  can 
safely  recommend  Mr.  Lesley's  Zero  Refrigerator  for  clean  line— 
convenience  of  us<>,  and  economy  in  the  consumption  of  ice.  la 
token  of  its  general  excellence,  it  has  received  first  premiums  at 
several  State  fairs,  and  in  the  report  of  the  American  Institute 
Exhibition,  1871,  it  is  spoken  of  as  being  "well  designed  and  ca- 
pable of  refrigerating  rapidly." 


SELECTIONS. 

Criticism  on  Praying. 

Nothing  bothers  the  Christian  morn  tban  the  imperfections  of 
his  prayers.    His  getting  down  on  bis  knees  seems  to  be  the  sig- 
nal for  his  thoughts  to  fly  every  whither.    While  praying-  about 
one  thing  he  is  thinking  about  another.    Could  you  ever  k^ep 
rotir  mind  ten  minutes  on  one  supplication  ?    I  never  could. 
While  you  are  praying,  your  store  comes  in,  your  kitchen  omra 
in.  your  losses  and  trans  come  in.    The  minister  spreads  bis 
bands  for  prayer,  and  you  put  your  head  on  the  back  of  the  pew 
in  front,  and  travel  round  the  world  in  five  minutes.    A  brother 
rises  in  prayer-meeting  to  lead  in  supplication.    After  be  has 
begun,  the  door  slams,  and  you  peep  through  your  fingers  to  see 
who  is  coming  in.    You  say  to  yourself:  ''What  a  finely  ex- 
pressed prayer,  or  what  a  blundering  specimen  I    But  how" loaf 
be  keeps  en  1     Wish  he  would  stop  1    He  prays  for  the  worki'i 
conversion.    I  wonder  how  m  ich  he  gives  toward  it  I     There! 
I  don't  think  ■  turned  the  gas  down  in  the  par  or  1    Wonder  if 
Bridget  has  got  home  yet !    Wonder  if  thfey  have  thought  to  take 
that  cake  out  of  the  oven  I"    Or, '"  What  a  fool  I  was  to  put  my 
name  on  the  back  of  that  note  I    Ought  to  have  sold  those  goods 
for  rash  and  n«t  on  credit  I"  And  so  you  go  on,  tumbling  over  one 
thing  after  an'  ther.  until  the  gentleman  closes  bis  prayer  with 
"Amen/"  and  you  lift  up  your  head  saying:  "There  I  I  haven't 
prayed  one  bit.    I  am  not  a    hristian  1"    Yes,  you  are,  if  yon  have 
resisted  the  tendency.    Christ  knows  how  much  you  have  resist- 
ed.  and  how  thoroughly  we  are  disordered  ot  sin,  and   He  will 
pick  out  tbe  one  earnest  petition  from  the  rubbish,  and  answer  it 
To  the  Very  depth  ol  His  nature  He  sympathizes  with  the  infirmi- 
ty of  our  prayers. — Talmage. 

Oh  t  for  the  power  that  the  Redeemer  meant  when  He  said : 
"  He  that  believeth  on  Me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do  aho, 
and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he  do,  because  I  go  unto  My 
Father."  That  was  said  to  the  Christian  Church.  Now,  my 
friends,  the  great  point  is,  how  shall  we  do  these  wot ksT  Earn- 
es'ness  will  not  do  thtro.  Zeal  will  not  do  them.  Memory,  reci- 
tation, intellectual  knowledge  of  the  highest  kind  will  not  do  them. 
What  will  1  Go  to  New- York  City  and  ask  the  Superintendent  of 
City  Missions  who  is  the  best  worker  to  win  soulr  to  Christ?  Yon 
will  not  find  that  worker  among  the  learned  divines,  nor  in  toe 
walks  of  wealth  and  fashion— albeit  many  holy  men  and  womea 
are  in  all  their  circles.  You  will  find  her  a  poor  washerwoman  of 
the  Old  Sixth  Ward.  She  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
more  souls  in  a  given  time  to  Jesus  than  any  other  Christian 
worker  in  that  city.  Howls  that,  my  friends?  She  has  no  su- 
pernatural gilt  you  may  not  have.  Each  one  has  the  key  that 
opens  that  door,  and  may  receive  the  power  that  makes  them 
living  Ch rifts  to  living  men.  Now,  my  friends,  is  not  that  accord- 
ing to  our  orders?  'He  said  what?  "  As  My  Father  bath  sent 
me,  even  so  I  send  you."  What  did  he  come  from  God  for  t  T« 
roveal  Him  to  men.  Go  represent  me  I  Go,  reveal  Jesus  Christ 
to  men  by  your  life  and  your  witness  for  Him.  How  shall  ire 
do  it?  Instruction  is  needed  in  this  thing.  Let  me  have  a  Sab- 
bath-school class,  let  me  prepare  myself  by  any  of  the  books  at 
command,  and  go  to  tbe  class  feeling  I  do  not  want  to  see  thess 
souls  converted,  and  you  may  be  as  faithful  as  any  teacher  in  tbe 
education  of  the  school,  and  yet  go  home  with  a  heavy  heart  be- 
cause you  did  not  go  to  your  class  full  of  faith.  To  be  -'  faithful " 
is  one  thing,  to  be  full  of  "  faith"  is  quite  another.  Fidelity  sat 
lsfios  the  conditions  of  reason,  of  conscience,  even  in  the  communi- 
cation of  truth ;  but  faith  in  Jesus  Curist  is  a  living  power  that 
takes  hold  of  the  heart  and  carries  it  to  Him,  snd  introduces  Him 
there  as  He  is  in  your  heart. — Rev.  H.  M.  Par  ton*,  of  Bottom,  st 
the  Washington  Convention, 

Digitized  by  VjUWlC 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY 


87 


The  following  "  Hints  to  Preachers  "  may  find  just  as  good 
a  target  in  some  of  our  lay  talkers,  who  so  often  meet  with 
great  success  cither  in  putting  associations  asleep  or  stirring 
them  up  too  warmly: 

"  Do  not  get  excited  too  soon.  Do  not  run  away  from  your 
hearers.  Engine  driving-wheels  whirl  fast  on  an  icy  track, 
but  when  they  draw  anything  they  go  slower.  It  takes  a  cold 
hammer  to  bend  a  hot  iron.  Heat  up  the  people,  but  keep  the 
hammer  wet  and  cool. 

"Do  not  scold  the  people.  Do  not  abuse  the  faithful  souls 
who  come  to  meeting  rainy  days,  because  others  are  too  lazy 
to  attend.  Preach  the  best  to  the  smallest  assemblies.  Jesus 
preached  to  one  woman  at  the  well,  and  she  got  nil  Samaria 
out  to  hear  Him  the  next  time.  Ventilate  your  meeting-room. 
Sleeping  in  church  is  due  to  bad  air  oftener  than  to  bad  man- 
ners. Do  not  repeat  sentences,  saying,  '  As  I  said  be/are;'  if 
you  said  it  before,  say  something  else  after.  Do  not  end  sen- 
tences, passages  of  Scripture,  or  quotations  with  'and  so 
forth ;'  suy  what  you  mean,  and  stop.  Leave  out  all  words 
you  cannot  define. 

"  Stop  preaching,  and  talk  to  folks.  Come  down  from  your 
stilted  ways  and  sacred  tones,  and  become  '  as  a  little  child. ' 
Tell  stories:  Jesus  did,  and  the  common  people  heard  Him 
gladly.  Relate  your  experience.  Paul  did,  and  you  can  hard- 
ly do  better  than  he." — Tlte  Christian. 

A  Revival  Inri&mt. — At  the  uu'.on  meeting  he Id  yester- 
day morning  in  the  Congregational  church  on  Grand-avenue,  one 
.of  the  speakers,  who  has  lately  "  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the 
Lord,"  tola  an  incident,  which  we  give  in  nearly  his  own  lan- 
guage: 

"  1  was  pawing  np  Main-street  rn  Tuesday  morning,  and  I  was 
going  by  a  saloou.  when  I  wa*  hailed  by  a  party  of  men,  some  of 
whom  I  knew,  and  was  invited  into  the  saloon-  to  take  a  glass  of 
beer.  It  seems  they  hail  m-t  and  agreed  to  invite  to  'take  a 
drink'  the  first  man  of  their  acquaintance  who  they  knew  had 
lately  taken  a  xtund  lor  Christ.  I  happened  to  be  their  victim, 
and  was.  therefore,  pressed  to  join  thein  in  a  glass  of  beer.  I 
told  them  I  coulo  n  it  drink  with  them.  They  asked  me  then  to 
come  into  tbe  saloon,  ask  a  blessing  over  the  beer  they  would 
driuk,  and  make  a  prayer.  I  aosweied  that  1  was  willii  g  to  pray 
for  them,  and  we  went  into  the  saloon.  They  called  for  the  beer, 
and  each  glass  was  filled.  Then  they  told  me  to  pray  before  they 
drank,  and  1  did  try  to  pray.  I  wept  some,  and  prayed  some,  and 
again  wept  and  then  prayed  again.  When  I  ceased  praying,  I 
looked  up.  and  them  stood  the  glasses  tilled  with  beer,  bat  there 
was  nobcidy  present  but  the  bar-t-nder.  All  the  men  bad  slipped 
out  of  tbe  saloon  one  by  one,  leaving  their  beer  uwasted  1  Well, 
I  took  the  glasses  and  (perhaps  it  wa*  a  wrong  impulse,  perhaps 
not)  I  quietly  emptied  tUe  beer  on  the  ground,  and,  alter  offering 
up  a  prayer  for  tbe  bar-tender,  that  God  would  bWss  him,  and 
change  his  heart,  I  left  the  saloon."— Kansas  City  (Mo.)  Intelli- 
gencer. 

Bow  to  Prosper. — Know  your  business  thoroughly.  Do  it 
faithfully.  Avoid  disputes  and  strifes.  Keep  your  own  secrets. 
Mind  your  own  affairs,  and  let  others  mind  theirs.  Be  courteous 
to  all.  Confide  in  few.  Do  right  at  all  hazards.  Think  more  of 
what  a  man  is  than  what  he  has.  Never  try  to  outrun  God's 
providence.  Do  not  waste  strength  in  fretting  at  unavoidable 
evils.  When  you  are  annoyed  do  not  make  a  futs  about  it. 
Keep  a  cheerful  heart  and  a  calm  coumeoanc-.  Be  ten>perate 
In  a  1  things.  Give  what  God  requires,  and  do  not  be  coaxed 
to  do  more  because  others  are  going  to.  Listen  to  advisers, 
but  let  God  be  your  first  and  last  counsellor.  Do  not  be  hur- 
ried ;  and  do  not  allow  others  to  hurry  you.  Take  time  to  think. 
Guard  against  people  who  always  justify  your  course.  Seek  hon- 
est judgment  rather  than  flattering  sympathy.  Never  fear  to  own 
a  lauit.  Do  ritiht  by  others,  whether  they  will  do  right  by  you  or 
not.  Keep  the  Lord  always  I),  fore  your  face,  and  death,  j  udgment, 
and  immortal  glory  all  in  full  view.  Watch  and  pray,  lest  ye  enter 
imo  temptation.  Make  this  life  but  the  beginning  ot  a  lite  that 
shall  be  endless  as  eternity,  and  glorious  as  the  stars  of  heaven. — 
The  C/nittian, 

Kind  Word*.— They  never  blister  the  tongue  nor  lips,  and 
we  have  never  heard  of  any  mental  trouble  arising  frim  thisquarter. 
Though  they  do  not  cost  much,  yet  they  accomplish  much.  They 
help  one's  own  good-nature  and  good-will.  Soft  words  soften 
our  own  soul.  Angry  words  are  fnel  to  the  flame  of  wrath,  and 
make  it  burn  more  fiercely.  Kind  words  make  other  people  good- 
natured.  Cold. words freeae  people, and, hot  words  scorch  thorn,! 
and  bitter  words  make  them  utter,  ana  wrathful  words  mako 


them  wrathful.  There  is  such  a  rush  of  all  other  kind  of  words 
in  our  day,  that  it  seems  desirable  to  give  kind  words  a  chance 
among  them.  There  are  vaiu  words,  and  idle  words  and  billy 
words,  and  hasty  w«rd«.  and  spiteful  words,  and  empty  words 
sn  I  profan-  words,  snd  boisterous  wor^s,  and  warlike  words' 
Kind  words  also  produce  their  own  image  on  men's  souls  And 
a  beautiful  image  it  in  1  They  soothe,  and  quiet,  and  comfort  the 
hearer.  They  shame  him  out  of  his  sour,  morose,  unkind  feel- 
ings. We  have  not  yet  begun  to  use  kind  words  In  such  abun- 
dance as  they  ought  to  be  used. — Exchange. 

The  legitimate  result  of  a  Christian's  prayer  is  not  In  the 
petition,  but  in  the  answer.  Men  are  not  saved  because  they  are 
informed  that  others  are  praying  for  them,  but  because  God  in 
His  mlyht  reveals  Himself  to  them  in  answer  to  such  prayers.  If 
God  lays  upon  your  heart  a  burden  of  prayer  for  your  friends 
you  need  not  be  in  too  great  haste  to  acquaint  them  with  the  fact' 
Pray  on.    God  can  reveal  His  own  working  in  His  own  good  time" 

It  is  related  that  a  German  lady,  a  follower  of  Christ,  whose 
husband  was  still  unsaved,  being  very  much  distressed  on  his  ac- 
count, once  told  a  minister  that  she  had  done  all  in  her  power  in 
persuading  and  beseeching  him  to  turn  from  his  evil  practices 
but  to  no  effect.  ' 

"  Madam."  said  the  minister,  "  talk  more  to  God  about  your  hus- 
band, and  less  to  your  husband  about  God." 

The  word  was  heard  and  heeded.  In  the  secrecy  of  her  closet 
the  wife  poured  out  her  soul  before  the  Lord,  and  a  few  weeks 
after  called  upon  the  minister,  full  of  joy  and  thanksgiving  and 
related  that  her  prayers  were  heard,  that  her  husband  was  changed 
by  grace,  and  had  turned  to  live  a  better  life.— The  Christian. 

Ttte  Bible*— Tbe  Bible  is  a  book  for  time,  to  guide  through 
it ;  a  book  for  earth,  to  lift  above  it ;  a  book  for  society,  to  regen- 
erate and  elevate  it.  It  is  a  book  for  man,  in  relation  to  man,  his 
brother— and  for  man  the  sinner,  in  relation  to  God  tbe  Saviour. 
Its  depth  is  the  mystery  of  truth  ;  its  height  is  the  splendor  of 
purity ;  its  mission  is  the  mission  of  love ;  its  course  is  the  path  of 
wisdom ;  its  sphere  is  the  world  of  fallen  mankind,  and  its  end  is 
tbe  glory  of  God.  Whoever  is  humbly  led  by  it  is  safely  led  to 
heaven.  It  confounds  the  conceited,  baffles  the  speculative,  re- 
bukes the  proud,  frowns  upon  the  formal,  denounces  the  ungen- 
erous, dooms  the  profligate  and  the  impenitent,  smiles  upon  the 
meek  and  sel'-demlng,  assures  the  contrite,  and  refresues  th»  way. 
worn  follower  of  Christ  with  living  water  from  the  fountain  of 
eternal  love,  hike  all  the  works  of  God,  His  word  is  diversified 
and  harmonious,  plain  and  profound,  simple  and  sublime,  suitable 
and  serviceable.  It  contains  the  developments  of  the  eternal 
will,  tbe  thunderings  of  righteous  and  reasonable  wrath,  tbo 
benefactions  of  unmerited  favor,  the  rebukes  of  fatherly  fidelity, 
tbe  beauties  of  holiness,  the  glowings  of  love,  the  counsels  of  wis-' 
dom,  and  the  index  of  futurity. — Bonar. 

Working  Christians  —Learn  to  be  working  Christians. 
"  Be  ye  doers  of  the  Word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your 
own  selves  "  it  is  very  striking  to  see  tbe  usefulness  of  many 
Christians.  Are  there  none  of  you  who  know  what  it  is  to  be  self, 
ish  la  your  Carlstianity  T  Ton  have  seen  a  selfish  child  go  into 
a  secret  place  to  enjoy  some  delicious  morsel  undisturbed  by  his 
companions.  So  it  is  with  some  Christians.  They  feed  upon 
Christ  and  forgiveness ;  but  it  is  aloue  and  all  for  themselves. 
Are  there  not  some  ot  you  who  can  enjoy  being  a  Christian,  while 
your  dearest  friend  is  not,  and  yet  will  not  speak  of  him  t  8->e, 
here  you  have  got  work  to  do.  When  Christ  found  you.  He  said : 
"  Go,  work  in  My  vineyard."  What  were  you  hired  for  if  it  was 
not  to  spread  salvation  1  What  blessed  lor  T  O  my  Christian 
triends  1  bow  little  you  live  as  though  you  were  tbe  servants  of 
Christ  I  How  much  idle  time  and  idle  talk  you  have  1  This  is 
not  like  a  good  servant.  How  many  things  you  have  to  do  for 
yourself!  how  few  for  Christ  and  His  people!  This  is  not  like  a 
servant. — McCheyne. 

Men  are  encouraged  by  the  pity  of  a  human  heart.  Dis- 
sipated husbands  havo  been  led  to  reform  by  the  knowledge  that 
the  wife  was  ready  to  help  them.  Sisters  have  encouraged  broth- 
ers and  brothers  sisters,  children  have  saved  parents  and  parents 
ha<e  rescued  their  children  by  love.  Men  need  to  know  and  feel 
that  God  is  a  loving  Father.  They  that  have  done  ill  may  learn 
to  do  well.  We  know  that  the  sorrowful  have  a  spring  coming 
to  their  winter ;  the  Fa.ber's  heart  is  drawing  them.  There  will 
be  pain :  it  is  needed  to  develop  man.  But  ti.ere  is  a  personal 
God,  and  In  His  heart  are  infinite  love  and  pity.  Ten  thousand 
believers  of  different  tongues,  ages,  and  nations,  after  all  manrer 
of  discouragements,  have  sucked  out  of  this  belief  balm  and  con 
soi  at  ton.  Bat  I  will  stop  just  here — I  believe  in  the  midst  of  all 
mlstaleB,  this  vwt  sysWm  1b  provided  for  by  a  God  of  lave,  and 
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this  thought  fill*  my  soul  with  gr»at  hope  and  consolation. 
However  oatk  the  days  may  be,  I  know  the  sky  will  clear  and 
the  heavens  be  lit  by  stars  aud  sun.  1  look  no*  upn  a  sin- 
smitten  world,  but  hereafter  I  shall  see  it  under  the  hand  of  love 
in  a  beneficeut  clime  blossoming  in  b*auty.  I  believe  God  is  love, 
and  that  love  is  the  highest  expression  of  truth  and  justice.  1 
believe  that  all  His  admini*iralion  is  love.  The  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  cannot  do  wrong.  Come  weal,  come  woe,  come  joy  or  suf- 
fering, I  wait  whatever  time  may  bring.  One  thing  I  know,  God 
is  my  Father,  wise  and  full  of  love ;  I  will  trust  Htm,  I  will  say  to 
my  brother,  trust.  Let  man  say  to  man  around  the  earth, 
trust,  till  none  need  say  to  his  brother:  'Koow  thou  the  Lord,  for 
all  shall  know  Him,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest." — Beeeher. 

It  is  difficult  to  convince  sinners  that  God  loves  them ;  and 
loves  them  not  merely  since  Christ  hns  died  for  them,  but  that  He 
loved  them  before.  And  yet  this  is  the  niytery  of  the  Divine  t.a 
ture,  brought  to  light  by  the  Gospel,  that  God  did  love,  and  so 
loved  tbe  world,  that  He  gave  His  only-begotten  Son  for  them. 
Sinners  will  not  believe  this.  They  ray  :  "  God  may  pity  us,  in- 
dulge us,  let  us  off,  bat  lov*  us  He  cannot "  This  is  a  stretch  of 
benevolence  they  cannot  conceive  of;  and  yet,  if  fiere  be  any 
truth  in  Scripture  more  clearly  revealed  than  another,  it  is  this. 
And  it  is  th->  realization  of  this  that  overcomes  'he  sinner's  m- 
miiy,  and  bring"  him  a  weeping  penitent  to  the  foot  of  the  Cross. 
Chris',  says  to  sinners:  "My  Father  loves  you  and  desires  your  sal- 
vation. I,  who  dwelt  from  eternity  in  His  bosom,  know  all  His 
swrets.  I  understand  His  chaiacter.  1  am  myself  a  proof  of  this 
love  of  His,  for  He  parted  with  me  from  His  embraces  to  make 
room  for  you  in  that  bos  <m.  lie  sent  me  to  seek  and  save  that 
which  was  lose."  The  gift  of  God's  Son  to  sinner*  of  mankind  is 
the  strongest  proof  He  possibly  could  exhibit  of  His  readiness  to 
forgive.  And  yet  shiners  will  not  believe  that  God  loves  tlum 
and  so  keep  at  a  distance  from  Him.  Oh!  the  power  of  unbelief! — 
Met.  A.  L.  R  Foote. 


England  be  followed?    It  is  seen  that  its  labors  are  effectual— 
Philadelphia  Pre**. 


!  We  have  a  Ft  tend  and  Projector,  from  wboat,  if  we 
do  not  ourselves  depart  from  Him,  nor  power  nor  spirit  can  sepa- 
rate us.  In  His  strength  let  us  procee  t  on  oar  journey  through 
the  storms  and  troubles  and  dangers  of  the  world.  However  tbry 
may  rage  and  swell,  though  the  mountains  sliake  at  the  temper, 
our  Rock  will  not  be  moved,  we  have  one  Friend  who  will  never 
forsake  us ;  one  Refuge,  where  we  may  rest  in  peace  and  stand  m 
our  lot  at  the  end  of  tbe  dajs.  The  same  is  He  who  livetk  aad 
was  dead,  who  is  alive  for  evermore,  and  hath  the  keys  of  hull 
and  of  death. — Bilhop  Htber. 


Tlie  Red-Topped  Boots.—- Willie  had  a  pair  of  boots  sent 
him  on  his  fourth  birthday — a  pair  of  Utile  red-top|>ed  boots. 
Thev  were  received  with  shouts  of  intense  del  ght ;  the  strongest 
desire  of  his  childish  heart  having  been  for  just  such  a  pair  ol 
boots. 

But  alas!  small  as  were  the  f>tet,  the  hoots  were  smaller. 
They  would  by  no  rannner  of  tugging  be  made  to  go  on.  Again 
and  again,  till  long  past  his  bed-.ime,  the  child  made  the  trial, 
when  father,  mother,  and  Bridget  had  tailed  ;  till  at  last,  utterly 
wearied,  he  was  undressed,  still  hugging  the  boot 9. 

Then  a  thought  seemed  to  strike  him.  Dropping  on  his  knees, 
he  repeated  his  evening 'prayer,  and  tbe  "Now  I  lay  me,"  and 
then  adding  very  earnestly,  "  And  please.  God,  make  my  boots  go 
on  easy  in  the  moruiBg,"  he  went  cheerfully  to  bed,  buots  and 
all. 

The  trusting  faith  of  the  child  touched  the  father's  heart,  and 
though  very  tired,  he  sallied  out,  going  from  one  store  to  another, 
till  be  found  another  pair  of  little  red-ir.pped  boo.s  that  went  on 
"  easy  in  the  morning."— Morning  Light. 

More  A  wfal  thnnthe  Ju<lyment.—K  celebrated  preacher 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  in  a  sermon  t-i  a  crowded  audience,  de- 
scribed the  terrors  of  the  last  judgment  with  such  eloquence, 
Sathos,  and  force  of  action,  1  hat  some  of  his  audience  not  only 
urst  into  tears,  but  sent  forth  piercing  cries,  as  if  the  Judge  him- 
sell  had  been  present,  and  was  about  to  pass  upon  them  their  final 
sentence.  In  tbe  height  of  this  excitement  the  preacher  called 
upon  them  to  dry  their  tears  and  cease  their  cries,  as  he  was  about 
to  add  something  still  more  awtul  and  astonishing  than  anything 
ho  had  yet  brought  before  them.  Silence  being  obtained,  he,  witii 
an  agitated  countenance  and  solemn  voice,  addressed  thein  thus : 
"  In  one  quarter  ol  an  hour  trout  tliii  time  tte  emotions  Wuich 
you  now  have  exhibited  will  be  stifled  ;  tbe  remembrance  of  the 
fearful  truths  which  excited  them  will  vanish  ;  you  will  return  to 
your  carnal  occupations  or  Mnful  pleasures  with  your  usual  avid- 
ity, and  yon  will  treat  all  you  have  heard '  as  a  tale  that  is  told.'  " 

ExclMi.gt. 

A  most  useful  Organization  in  England  Is  the  Society  for  the 
Repression  of  Vice.  It  is  soon  to  establish  a  branch  in  France. 
In  two  years  in  England,  at  its  request,  have  been  condemned 
140.213  obscene  paintings-  or  photographs,  21,773  hooks  and 
pamphlets,  17,000  songs.  5712  cards  and  snuff-boxes,  844  medals, 
and  430  lithographic  prims.  Latterly  in  this  country  we  have 
been  flooded  with  thousands  of  low,  vulgar  prints,  regularly  is- 
sued, weekly  and  monthly,  some  of  them  sent  out  by  well  known 
and  respectable  publishers,  whose  names  do  not,  however,  appear 
in  connecti  »n  with  them.  These  periodicals  are  not  allowed  to 
be  placed  on  sale  in  England,  very  possibly  through  the  efforts  of 
tho  society  referred  to.  Various  unsuccessful  attempts  have  been 
made  to  suppress  them  here.    Whv  should  net  tbe  example  of 


We  have  received  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  fifth  annul 
convention  of  the  Ohio  associations,  and  of  the  sixth  annial  con- 
vention of  the  New-York  associations,  abstracts  of  which  Iia veal- 
ready  appeared  in  the  October  and  November  numbers  of  Tri 
Monthly.  Also  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Hartford  Wom- 
en's Christian  Association,  to  whi  h  we  referred  in  November. 
These  documents  are  exceedingly  interesting  and  suggestive. 


A  tbachek  suggests  the  following  methods  of  examining  1 
passage  of  Scripture  with  a  view  to  extract  its  meaning.  They 
are  not  all  applicable  to  every  passage : 

1.  Word  by  word.  2.  By  separate  clanses.  8.  By  psralW 
clauses.  4.  By  contrasted  clauses.  5.  A  a  ngle  verse.  6.  Paral- 
lel verses.  7.  Contrasted  verses.  8.  Successive  verses.  9.  Quot- 
ed verses  or  prophecies.  10.  The  types.  11.  The  narrative. 
12.  The  scope.    13.  Tbe  occasion.    14.  Its  analogies. 


A  Young  Man's  Testimony. 

During  the  great  revival  in  Lawrence,  Kansas.  Mr.  Prentiss,  of 
the  Lavcrtnce  jounuil,  at  a  prayer  meeting,  "  related  how  he  had 
come  10  the  meetings  a  few  days  ago,  with  little  or  no  inUrest  is 
religion  personally  ;  bow  a  lady  had  introduced  a  little  lame  airi 
to  him,  who  tenderly  urged  him  to  come  to  the  Saviour.  The 
words  of  the  little  child  were  lodged  in  his  heart  by  the  Holy 
Sp  rit.  He  promised  her  that  he  would  seek  his  soul's  salvation. 
He  went  from  the  Sunday  night  meeting  to  pray.  He  fou&d 
nrace  in  believing  in  Christ.  He  wanted  to  see  all  bis  acquaint- 
ances, particularly  young  men,  turning  to  God." 


Heads  for  United  Prayer  in  May,  J872. 

I.  Pbayeb  fob  the  Reformed  Churches— 1 1.)  "That  the 
doctrines  of  salvation,  of  our  fallen  state,  of  faith  in  tbe  expia- 
tion of  the  Cross,  of  justification,  regeneration,  and  the  gract 
that  flows  from  p-ssessing  them,  may  become  more  living?  in  every 
Protestant  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  (2.)  That  the  com- 
munion of  each  of  us  with  »  hri  -t  may  be  true ;  that  each  Protes- 
tant may  be  able  to  say  with  St.  Panl :  Christ  dwelleth  in  rue,  and 
that  having  the  mind  of  Christ,  we  should  glorify  the  Saviour  and 
win  souls  to  Him.  (3.)  That  the  head  of  the  Church.,  to  whom  all 
power  is  given  in  heaven  and  earth,  would  graciously  banish  front 
the  Church  the  errors  of  infidelity,  rationalism,  and  superstition, 
and  give  repentance  to  the  acknowledging  of  tbe  truth,  so  that 
faith,  charity,  and  concord  may  be  restored  to  the  Churches  of  the 
Reformation." 

II.  Prayer  for  the  conversion  of  the  souls  of  Roman  Catholics, 
especially  of  their  ecclesiastics  and  dignitaries. 

III.  Pbatbrfob  Particulab  Couhtbiics.— For  .France,  that 
it  may  reject  every  religious  sysiem  which  places  the  traditions 
of  mea  on  an  equali-y  with  the  word  of  God,  and  that  its  anoeliof 
m»y  be  changed  into  true  faith.  For  Spain,  that  its  present  stats 
of  inquiry  may  pass  into  full  gospel  light.  For  Italy,  that  its 
new  trecdom  and  opportunities  may  be  followed  by  an  awakening* 
of  conscience  and  renewal  of  heart  amongst  the  people  generally. 
For  Germany,  that  the  conflict  now  engaged  in  may  develop  real 
spiritual  lite,  and  lead  to  a  new  reformation.  For  America,  that 
in  its  Protes'ant  countries  the  light  may  shine  more  brightly,  and 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  ones  a  great  and  effectual  door  may  be 
opened  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel.  For  England,  that  the 
tendency  to  Romanizing  in  Church  and  State  may  be  checked, 
and  scriptural  holiness  diffused  among  the  people.  For  Ireland, 
that  the  present  subjection  of  the  msjority  of  its  people  to  Roman- 
ism may  be  broken.  For  "  Holland,  Switzerland,  and  Protectant 
France,  that  living  faith  in  tbe  word  of  God  may  there  triumph 
over  human  syfrtems  of  unbelief." 

IV.  Prater  for  Mission  Fields. — (1.)  That  where  the  heath- 
en or  newly<ionv«rted  churches  have  not  been  misled  as  to  Ciiris- 
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tianity  by  the  idolatrous  usages  of  Bo-ue,  they  may  be saved  from 
that  evil.  (2 )  That  wht-re  tue  missionaries  of  Kouie  confront  oar 
missionaries,  the  power  of  divine  graco  may  cau<o  the  tr'th  to 
prevail.  (3 )  That  such  heathens  as  have  under  Uoiuiidi  influence 
embraced  a  perverted  Christianity,  way  be  led  to  renounce  all  that 
is  of  heathenism  and  all  that  is  corrupt,  and  to  seek  and  ttnd  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  in  all  its  mine.- 8.  (4.)  That  such  heathens 
as  have  rejected  the  cross  of  Christ  to  embra  e  a  Christless  Chris- 
tianity  may  be  led  to  bow  at  His  name  who  is  "  King  of  kings 
and  L'>rd  of  lords."  -  (5)  and  lastly.  1.  That  special  supplications 
be  made  for  the  speedy  and  complete  overthrow  of  all  the  mighty 
■y stems  of  anii-ChriBiiau  error,  such  as  Mohammedanism,  Hin- 
duism Budi  h.i-m,  0>n  ucUnism.  Taoism,  with  every  form  of  Pagan 
idolatry  and  superstition  ;  2,  and  that  Israel  may  receive  Jesus  as 
their  Messiah. 

SUGGESTIONS  FOB  CABBYOTO  OUT  THE  PLAN. 

That  the  week  begioning  Sunday,  May  19th.  and  ending  the 
23th,  should  be  ■  it  apart  for  special  prayer  by  Christians  through 
out  the  world  for  the  aoove  objects. 

That  not  only  where  practicable  public  meetings  for  prayer 
should  be  held,  but  that  everywhere  piivate  and  social  prayers 
should  specially  be  offered  up. 

That  the  subject  ot  intercessory  prayer  should  forma  prominent 
topic  in  the  sermons  preached  and  addresses  given  on  Sundar, 
May  10th.  ________ 

(Written  for  the  New- York  Association.)    - 
Am  I  My  JBroi/iei^s  Keeper  f 

BT  MRS.  PRENTISS. 

Ah  I  my  brother's  keeper?    Yes, 

I  owe  him  love  and  care ; 
The  word  of  counsel  and  of  cheer; 

The  powtr  of  earnest  prayer. 

When  fierce  temptation  shakes  his  son). 

My  strength  should  be  his  stay. 
When  flattering  voices  lure  to  sin. 

My  form  should  bar  his  way. 

When  sickness  lays  him  low,  my  time, 

My  faithful  ministries, 
My  health,  my  courage,  all  I  bare 

Should  patiently  be  his. 

And  when  his  day  of  life  grows  dark, 

And  tears  his  eyes  bedim, 
Mine  is  the  heart  to  feel  his  grief, 

To  sympathize  with  him. 

My  brother's  keeper  then  am  I ; 

Dear  Jesus  in  me  shine, 
That  mine  may  be  the  sacred  jo 

To  help  him  to  be  Thine. 


Work— Do. 


To  work  I  What  incalculable  sources  of  cultivation  lie  in  that 
process,  in  that  attempt ;  how  it  lays  hold  of  the  whole  man,  not 
of  a  small  theoretical  calculating  fraction  of  him,  but  of  the  whole 
practical,  doing  and  daring  and  enduring  man;  thereby  to  awak. 
en  dormant  faculties,  root  out  old  errors  at  every  step!  He  that 
has  done  nothing  hss  known  nothing.  Va<n  is  it  to  sit  scheming 
and  plausibly  discoursing ;  up,  and  be  doing  I  If  thy  knowledge 
be  real,  put  it  forth  from  thee ;  grapple  with  real  nuore ;  try  thy 
theories  there,  and  see  how  they  hold  out.  Do  one  thing ;  for  the 
first  time  in  thy  lite  do  a  thlnsi  :  a  new  light  will  rise  t  •  thei  on 
the  doing  of  all  things  whatsoever.  Truly,  a  boundless  signifi- 
cance lies  in  work  ;  whereby  the  humblest  craftsman  comes  to  at- 
tain much  which  is  of  indispensable  us*,  but  which  he  who  i*  of 
no  craft,  were  be  never  so  high,  runs  the  risk  of  missing.  Once 
turn  to  practice ;  error  and  truth  will  no  longer  consoit  together; 
the  result  of  error  involves  you  in  the  square  root  of  a  negative 
quantity ;  try  to  extract  it,  or  any  earthly  substance  or  sustenance 
lrom  it  if  you  will.  ^^^^^^         Thomas  Cablyle. 

Do  too  know  that  the  worth  of  life  is  in  the  good  we  do? 
Do  rou  know  that  some  one  is  following  your  example  T 
Do  Ton  know  that  your  piety  may  unconsciously  decline  ? 
Do  TOO  KNOW  that  yon  need  the  prayer  msetipg? 


Dototj 
Do  too 
Do  too 
Do  too 
Dotou 
Do  too 
Do  too 


know  that 
know  that 
know  that 
know  that 
know  that 
know  that 
know  that 


the  prayer-meeting  needs  you  ? 

you  can  slight  the  Lord's  supper? 

Christ  enjoins  secret  prayer  ? 

all  your  property  belongs  to  Ood  ? 

you  forfeit  your  hope  by  indolence  ? 

your  Sunday  vacant  seat  looks  bad  ? 

if  backslidden,  Jesus  will  forgive  you? 


THE    QUESTION    OF   SEWING-MACHINES. 

Tins  question  is  about  to  attract  a  large  amount  of  public  at- 
tention. In  the  first  place,  it  is  before  Congress  in  the  shape  of 
an  application  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Wilson,  for  an  extension  of  a  certain 
patent  originally  granted  to  him  in  1850.  The  application  is  op- 
posed by  parties  who  call  themselves  antl  monopolisms,  and  who 
wish  to  break  down  the  combination  of  leading  sowing-machine 
manufacturers,  who  obtain  a  royalty  from  outsiders  for  the  privl- 
lege  of  using  their  patents.  Whether  Congress  should  or  should 
not  a  cede  to  Mr.  Wilson's  application,  is  an  open  question  on 
which  th»  argument  is  not  altogether  on  the  side  of  the  anti- 
monopolists,  though  it  is  generally  conceded  that  in  a  few  years 
the  privileges  appertaining  to  the  original  patents  must  cease. 
At  present  there  are  many  thousands  of  dollars  annually  spent, 
in  improving  and  perfecting  the  machine,  which,  nnder  a  more 
unscrupulous  competition,  could  not  be  spared  by  the  companies 
for  that  purpose.  The  trade  has,  within  the  last  few  days,  been 
somewhat  excited  over  a  large  auction  sale  of  c  ouble-thread  ma- 
chines, by  order  of  the  Willcox&Gibbs  sewing-machine  company, 
who  received  the  machines  in  exchange  for  their  own  from  nume- 
rous customers  in  the  vicinity  of  New- York.  The  fact  that  those 
exchanges  are  made  in  such  numbers  speaks  volumes  for  the  lat- 
ter machine.  It  may  be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  learn  that 
about  1300  machines  were  sold— all  double  threads,  such  as 
Singer,  Wheeler  &  Wilson,  Grover  &  Baker,  Weed,  Howe,  Flor- 
ence, and  others.  The  prices  ranged  from  $5  to  nearly  $60  each. 
As  the  Willcox  &  Gibbs  company  are  constantly  recovering  other 
machines  in  exchange,  it  is  probable  that  their  auction  sales  may 
be  periodically'repeated. 


Value  of  Pretent  Work.— Who  can  measure  the  scope 
and  breadth  of  that  working  which  he  shall  perpetuate  who  trusts 
his  spirit,  not  upon  the  bird  wing  of  song,  or  in  the  crystal  vase 
of  a  book,  but  who  incarnates  himself  in  an  institution  suited  to 
the  universal  want,  common  to  all  times,  and  whose  nature  it  is 
to  be  a  parent  power,  prolific  of  subsidiary  powers,  sending  forth 
whatever  influences  and  agencies  are  required  by  society  in  all 
its  depths?  Your  hand  may  work  yet  a  thousand  years  hence ; 
your  thoughts  may  beat  in  the  veins  of  life  in  ages  to  come. 
From  heaven  you  may  look  back  and  see  your  life  yet  on  earth, 
and  in  time,  as  a  mirror,  behold  your  form  and  spirit. — Beccher. 


Giving. — I  have  been  young  and  now  am  old,  and  as  I  stand 
before  God  to-night,  I  declare  that  nothing  I  have  ever  given  in 
charity  is  regretted.  O  no  I  It  is  the  riches  we  keep  that  perifh  ; 
that  we  give  awav,  abides  with  us  forever:  it  impresve*  itself  on 
our  characters  and  tells  on  our  eternal  destiny ;  for  the  habit  of 
charity  formed  in  this  life  will  accompany  us  to  the  next  The 
bud  which  begins  to  open  here  will  blossom  in  full  expansion 
hereafter  to  delight  the  eye  of  angola  and  beautify  the  paradise 
of  God.  Let  us,  then,  now,  and  on  every  occasion  hereafter,  prac- 
tice that  liberality  which  in  death  we  shall  approve,  and  repro- 
bate the  parsimony  we  shall  then  condemn. — Nott. 


The  Sabbath. — He  who  his  been  trained  from  his  infant 
days  to  remember  the  Sabbath,  may  love  the  holiness  of  its  as- 
pect, and  associate  himself  with  all  its  observances,  and  take  a 
delightful  share  in  the  mechani  <m  of  its  forms.  But  let  not  these 
think,  because  the  tastes  and  the  seaMMtitles  which  engross  them 
may  be  blended  with  religion,  that  they  indicate  either  its  strength 
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What  is  'Religion  ? — Religion  is  not  a  perpetual  moping 
over  good  books.  Religion  is  not  even  prayer,  praise,  holy  ordi- 
nance*—these  are  necessary  to  religion— no  man  can  be  religious 
without  them.  But  religion  is  mainly  and  chiefly  the  glorifying 
God  amid  the  duties  and  trials  of  the  world;  the  guiding  our 
course  amid  the  adverse  winds  and  currents  of  temptation,  by  the 
starlight  of  duty  and  the  compass  of  divine  truth ;  the  bearing  us 
manfully,  wisely,  courageously,  for  the  honor  of  Christ  our  great 
Leader,  in  the  conflict  of  life.— Caird. 

Pulpit  Animation. — We  live  in  an  age  when  the  minds 
of  men,  under  the  stirring  events  that  multiply  upon  us,  are  un- 
usually excited.  It  will  not  answer  for  the  ministers  of  Christ, 
in  such  an  age,  just  in  sight  of  mighty  changes  which  are  to  boar 
tremendously  upon  the  cause  of  Christ,  to  deliver  their  messages 
as  if  reciting  an  interesting  lesson.  Intense  Christian  feeling  is 
always  eloquent  and  effective,  and  it  is  demanded  alike  by  the 
interests  of  the  subject,  and  by  the  age  in  which  we  live.— Sice. 

Look  up  to  the  Cross.— Do  you  seek  for  the  seed  of  the 
woman,  who,  with  His  wounded  heel,  bruises  the  serpent's  bead  ; 
or  the  second  Aaron,  who  should  actually  bring  about  a  reconcil- 
iation between  God  and  a  sinful  world?  Look  up  to  the  cross, 
and  there  you  will  see  all  combined  to  One. — Krummacher. 


Dig  or  Die.— Well  dialing  is  hard  labor ;  but  better  dig  for 
water  than  die  of  thirst.  M  uch  of  the  misery  Christians  feel  arists 
from  inaction.  Cold  numbs  the  hand  if  exercise  be  not  used.  We 
are  bound  to  use  every  Scriptural  means  to  obtain  the  good  we 
need. — Spurgeon. 

How  to  Teach.— It  I  wish  to  tell  a  man  how  he  could  ef- 
fectually disgust  a  child  with  a  subject,  it  would  be  to  teach  it  as 
he  does  nothing  else ;  to  take  it  out  of  all  the  ordinary  relations 
of  human  things,  and  proclaim  with  his  lips  what  is  known  never 
to  be  practiced  in  his  \ite.-^Barne». 

Subject  fo-  Study.— No  subject  of  contemplation  could  be 
more  august  than  that  of  the  celestial  influence  of  Chrietianhv, 
searching  the  depths  of  the  human  spirit,  and  evolving  its  powers 
in  the  broadest,  the  most  varied,  the  most  profoundly  moral  aad 
spiritual  of  civilisations. — Bayne. 

Wlio  is  Welcome  ?— Neither  the  autocrat  on  his  throne 
nor  any  other  power  can  touch  that  Divine  throne.  That  remains 
forever  the  throne  of  grace,  at  which  the  humblest  beggar  is  at 
welcome  with  his  petition  as  the  greatest  monarch  thai  awaji 
the  sceptre,  or  that  wears  a  crown. — Gumming. 
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ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO., 

OENBHAL  AGENTS, 
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FRANCIS  &  LOUTREL, 

No.  45  MAIDEN  LANE, 

Stationers,  Printers,  and  Manufac- 
turers of  Patent  Spring-Back 
Account  Books. 

All  kinds  of  first-class  stationery,  Wrltlne  Papers. 
Tlesks,  Portfolios,  Scrap-Bo-.ks,  Expense  Book*, 
Diaries  for  187S,  Pocket  Cntlerv,  Card*,  Chessmen, 
Wallets,  etc..  etc.  We  keep  eveiythlng  in  our  line, 
ami  Mil  at  lowed  price*. 

Patent  Composition  for  Printer*'  Inking  Boiler*. 


STEAMEHS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FROM 

NEW-YORK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Mora 
<. Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  patMugeic. 


Passenger*  hooked  at  through  rate*  to  and  tree 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE  •teamer*  are  flrstrdan  k 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  sale,  am- 
foriablf,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  ihcr 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  taeeiri 
by  any  other  line  1 1 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  In  Currency. 

Prom  New-Tork  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  Loade- 
derry,  or  Qjieenstown,  Cabins,  $65  and  $75:  Boud 
Trip,  $180:  Intermediate.  »38;  Steerage  «*j. 

To  London,  Caiiius,  $70  and  $80 ;  Round  Tria 
$140;  Intermediate.  «37;  Steomj.'e. $38. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam. 
Cabins.  $80  and  too :  Round  Trip,  $160  :  Iutemos- 
ate.  *40 ;  Steerage,  S85.  *•»•"»•  """^ 

&?~  Children  o  ne  to  twelve  years,  half  late.  a> 
fonts  under  one  year  free. 

Company's  Office* : 

New-YorklT^fO™™. 


'  [SI  Broadway. 
HENDERSON  BROSL,  Agent*. 
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price  $45.  Ladies'  Frosted  Watches,  Ladies' 
Enamelled  Watches.  Ladles'  Watches  *rt 
with  Diamonds,  Pendant,  and  Ker-Wtoden. 
"  " '    —      IWo 


USE 

JOHN  DWICHT  &  CO.'s 
BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

U  Old  Slip,  new-York 


r 

■  Ladles'  Watches,  with  Nickel 
fH        Ruby  Jewels    A  large  assortment  (ra*n  r 
■I        cent  Forced  Sales,  at  panic  prices.    Goo* 

■  sent  C.  O  D.,  privilege  to  examine.  Tkk 
is  the  cheapest  and  beat  lot  of  Ladles'  Watches  I 
have  yet  offered  to  the  readers  of  this  paper.  WHK3 
IS  ENOUGH  TO  .-<AY  OF  THEM.     "^ 

F.  J.  NASH,  712  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Worthy  of  the  fullest  confidence.— ChrUOan  At- 

locate.  N.  Y. 
Just  what  he  represents  them.— Uhriiilan  Cmim 
AH  that  Mr.  Naah  says  may  he  railed  npon.- 
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young  men»s  christian  association  building,  Montreal,  Canada. 


Thk  readers  of  the  Monthly  are,  no  doubt,  familiar  with  the 
exquisite  architecture  of  the  building  of  the  Montreal  Association, 
an  engraving  of  it  having  been  printed  in  the  May  number.  The 
brethren  who  have  labored  long  and  faithfully  to  secure  the  noble 
structure  of  which  they  are  now  justly  proud,  thought  that  our 
picture  last  month  did  them  some  injustice  ;  hence  its  reproduc- 
tion by  the  use  of  a  plate  furnished  from  a  Montreal  artist. 

The  building  will  be  erected  at  the  corner  of  Craig  and  Bade- 
gonde  stret-ts,  facing  one  of  the  public  squares.  The  foundation 
and  four  feet  of  the  base  will  be  of  Montreal  limestone,  and  the 
superstructure  of  Ohio  sandstone.  On  the  ground  floor  will  be  a 
store,  80  feet  in  width,  which  is  to  be  occupied,  rent  free,  by  the 
Bible  Society,  and  to  be  used  jointly  with  other  religious  societies 
as  a  depository.  There  will,  also,  be  a  public  news-room,  and  the 
main  entrance  to  the  Association  rooms.  The  corner-store  will 
yield  a  good  rental.  On  the  first  floor  there  will  be  a  large  read- 
ing-room, circulating  library,  reference  library  (with  study),  pri- 
vate room,  and  committee-room.  The  Secretary's  desk  will  be 
in  the  library,  so  placed  as  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
every  person  entering.  The  lecture-hall  will  occupy  the  upper 
floor.  This  hall  will  be  25  feet  in  height,  with  a  gallery  across 
the  end,  beneath  which  will  be  placed  a  refreshment-room  and 
kitchen,  to  be  used  in  connection  with  the  social  meetings.  The 
whole  building  will  be  heated  by  steam.    The  height  from  the ' 


street  to  the  apex  of  the  roof  will  be  60  feet,  and  to  the  top  of  the 
spire  135  feet.  The  main  entrance  will  be  flanked  by  columns  of 
polished  Peterhead  granite  (the  gift  of  a  member).  The  work  of 
erection  has  been  commenced,  and  the  corner-stone  will  be  laid 
during  the  present  month.  The  work  will  be  completed  early  in 
the  summer  of  1878.  The  brethren  believe  that  before  that  time 
the  whole  amount  needed  ($50,000)  will  have  been  subscribed,  and 
the  Association  will  enter  its  new  home  free  of  debt,  and  untram- 
melled by  financial  burdens  to  interfere  with  its  grand  object— 
the  salvation  of  the  young  men  of  Montreal. 


Wanted.— In  this  age  what  we  want  to  represent  Christianity 
la  not  whining  men,  nor  men  of  sanctimonious  speech,  but  men  of 
strength.  In  the  halls  of  learning  we  want  them ;  in  the  fields 
of  science ;  on  the  political  arena ;  in  the  walks  of  commerce ; 
amid  the  din  of  the  factory,  and  in  the  quiet  of  the  counting-room 
— everywhere  we  want  men  of  strength — men  who  will  not  be 
moved  by  sophistry,  nor  frightened  by  sneer.  These  are  the  men 
we  want  to  promote  the  triumph  of  the  Gospel,  men  whose  life 
will  exhibit  religion  in  action.  In  the  various  secular  relations  and 
pursuits.  Such  a  life  Christian  young  men  have  an  opportunity 
of  living,  and  are  under  obligation  to  live.— Trot  Manhood,  by 

WiUiam  LamdeUt. 
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TESTIFY.— A  CASE  IN  COURT. 

IT  Is  a  common  circumstance  to  hear  in  our  courts  of  law  coun- 
sellors remind  witnesses  that  it  is  not  mere  opinions  they  must 
utter,  nor  what  they  have  heard  others  say,  but  what  they  "  know 
of  their  own  knowledge."  "Tell  the  couri  what  you  know,  never 
mind  what  you  think,"  said  a  counsellor  the  other  day ;  and  the  wit- 
new  had  to  leave  the  stand  because  he  knew  absolutely  nothing  but 
what  he  had  been  told  by  other  parties.  This,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
is  too  much  the  description  of  the  condition  of  many  witnesses 
in  other  than  mere  court  cases.  It  is  an  awful '  thing  to  contem- 
plate a  witness  for  Jesus  having  to  stand  down  for  being  only  a 
hearsay  Christian.  Say  what  you  know.  Mere  platitude  is  not 
testimony-  Those  who  have  no  other  offering  to  bring  to  the 
ease  are  not  acceptable  witnesses.  Testimony  is  power,  and  he 
who  can  testify  is  its  oracle.  The  Pharisees  of  old  sought  to  be- 
little the  work  of  Jesus  which  resulted  in  the  man  that  was  born 
blind  receiving  his  sight.  But  the  truth  was  established  by  a 
multitude  of  witnesses.  The  Pharisees  debated  the  matter  among 
themselves,  and  were  not  helped  in  their  affected  anxiety  for  the 
truth  when  the  man  who  had  been  blind  ventured  the  opinion 
that  Jesus  was  a  prophet.  Bo  they  called  the  witnesses  to  the 
stand. 

The  man  whose  sight  was  restored  was  the  first  witness.  Note 
his  testimony. 

Pharisees. — How  were  thine  eyes  opened  ? 

Witness. — A  man  that  is  called  Jesus  made  clay  and  anointed 
mine  eyes,  and  said  unto  me :  Go  to  the  pool  of  Siloam  and 
wash :  and  I  went  and  washed,  and  I  received  sight. 

Pharisees. — Where  is  he  ? 

Witness. —  I  know  not. 

Pharisees. — How  did  you  receive  your  Bight  T 

Witness. — He  put  clay  upon  mine  eyes,  and  I  washed,  and  do 
see.    [Sensation.] 

Pharisees. — What  sayest  thou  of  Him,  that  He  hath  opened 
thine  eyes? 

Witness. —  He  is  a  prophet. 

The  parents  were  next  called  to  the  stand,  and  testified  as  fol- 
lows: 

Pharisees. — Is  this  your  son  who  ye  say  was  born  blind  t  How 
then  doth  he  now  see? 

Parents. — We  know  that  this  is  our  son,  and  that  he  teas  born 
blind  [great  confusion  among  the  Jews] ;  but  by  what  means  he 
now  seeth  tee  know  not ;  or  who  hath  opened  his  eyes  tee  know 
not :  he  is  of  age ;  ask  him,  he  shall  speak  for  himself. 

The  son  recalled. — Now,  sir,  give  God  the  praise :  we  know 
that  this  man  is  a  sinner. 

Witness. — Whether  He  be  a  sinner  or  no,  I  know  not ;  one  thing 
I  know,  that,  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see.    [More  confusion.] 

Pharisees. — What  did  He  do  to  thee  ?  How  opened  He  thine 
eyes? 

Witness . — I  have  told  you  already,  and  ye  did  not  hear,  where- 
fore would  ye  hear  it  again  ?    Will  ye  also  be  His  disciples  ? 

The  Samaritan  woman  to  whom  Christ  revealed  Himself  went 
into  the  city  and  said  to  the  men :  "  Come,  see  a  man  which  told 
me  all  things  that  ever  I  did :  is  not  this  the  Christ  1"  They  did 
go.  and  having  seen  Him,  they  testified  to  the  woman,  saying : 
"  Now  we  believe,  not  because  of  thy  saying,  for  we  have  heard 
Him  ourselves,  and  know  that  this  is  indeed  the  Christ,  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world."  To  every  young  man  who  reads  this  testi 
mony  we  commend  the  Importance  of  knotting  Christ  whom  he 
hath  seen — who  hath  opened  his  eyes.  No  artist,  no  poet,  no 
philosopher  can  present  Christ  to  the  human  soul.  Our  Redeem- 
er reveals  Himself,  and  on  this  act  of  His  in  our  hearts  depends 
our  power  to  testify  of  Him.  But  how  shall  we  testify  ?  There 
is  no  difficulty  about  answering  this  question.  No  man  who  has 
had  his  spiritual  sight  restored  by  the  Lord  Jesus  ever  falls  to 
live  out,  think  out,  speak  ont,  act  out  hiB  testimony.  Yonng 
Men's  Christian  Associations  gain  victories  in  their  work  just  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  witnesses  for  Jesus  that  are  found  in 
them.    Defective  organization,  we  know,  gets  the  credit  for  much 


that  is  weak,  and  for  shattered  remains'  of  Associations,  and  for 
struggles  that  end  in  demoralization  and  dissolution,  but,  in  many 
cases,  the  secret  lies  in  the  want  of  witnesses — witnesses  who 
know  and  therefore  testify.  Even  "two  or  three  witnesses." 
There  are  other  cases  in  which  organization  is  complete, 
means  ample,  and  witnesses  many,  and  yet  there  are  weaknesses 
and  differences.  What  shall  we  do  under  such  circumstances! 
Young  men,  you  who,  notwithstanding  all  your  religious  privi- 
leges, still  remain  blind — still  prejudiced  against  those  or  some  of 
those  who,  like  yon,  were  born  Wind,  but,  unlike  you,  now  see— 
you,  young  men,  marshal  yourselves  on  the  side  of  the  great 
Nazarene ;  He  will  see  your  blindness.  Be  on  the  wayside  whea 
Jesus  passes  by,  and  He  will  open  your  eyes,  for  He  says  to  you, 
as  He  said  to  the  discipleB :  "  As  long  as  I  am  in  the  world,  I  aat 
the  light  of  the  world."  Be  among  those  who  do  see,  and  who  at 
know,  and  who  do  testify.  That  is  the  wayside ;  that  is  where 
the  Master  is  passing  by ;  that  is  where  He" will  see  you,  and  en- 
able you  to  see  Him.  Then  you  will  testify  no  hearsay,  but  on 
knowledge  and  belief. 

If  you  would  be  learned  in  the  law,  and  in  the  words,  and  in  the 
life  of  Christ,  betake  yourselves  to  the  authorized  directory — 
"  Search  the  Scriptures ;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life ; 
and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  Me."  Pursue  this  course,  and 
your  Association,  seen  by  your  restored  sight,  will  be  helped  and 
strengthened  by  your  testimony,  and  your  activity  and  energy, 
which  are  sure  to  be  engaged  in  the  further  gratification  of  sneh 
glorious  eyes.  Let  Jeremiah's  counsel  be  your  motto  (Jer.  6:18): 
Stand,  See,  Ask,  Go.  


YOUNG   MEN   AND    MAIDENS. 

It  is  a  common  and  startling  remark  nowadays  that  young 
men  cannot  afford  to  marry.  If  this  be  true,  society  is  in  great 
danger.  If  only  the  rich  can  take  to  themselves  wives,  not  only 
will  the  rsce  dwindle,  but  it  will  dwindle  through  vicious  chan- 
nels. I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  aphorism  is  Satanic,  and 
therefore  a  lie.  I  do  not  believe  young  men  cannot  afford  to  mar- 
ry any  more  than  that  they  could  not  afford  to  marry  fifty  or  s 
hundred  years  ago.  I  believe  that  society,  with  all  its  ingenuity 
in  the  Devil's  service,  cannot  so  order  things  as  to  prevent  the 
honest  union  of  young  man  and  maiden,  and  a  happy  married 
life.  God  has  not  constituted  marriage  as  the  normal  conditio 
of  humanity,  and  then  rendered  the  condition  an  impossibility  to 
the  mass  of  mankind.  The  order  to  Noah's  posterity,  "  Be  fruit- 
ful and  multiply,"  was  no  special  appointment  of  the  rich  as  the 
inheritors  of  the  earth.  God  has  no  respect  for  persons,  and  if  it 
were  possible  to  conceive  of  partiality  in  God,  we  should  say  that 
lie  leaned  to  the  side  of  the  poor.  The  Scriptures  take  it  far 
granted  that  every  man  has  a  wife  and  every  woman  has  a  hat- 
band, exeeptis  exeipiendis.  Any  idea  that  resists  this  sexual  sym- 
metry is  perverse  and  pestiferous.  I  have  feen  very  many  cam 
of  the  Supposed  can't-afford-to-marry  disease,  and  examined  many, 
ani  always  found  the  symptoms  to  prove  another  complaint  alto- 
gether. The  diagnosis  had  been  utterly  false  It  was  a  don't- 
want-tomarry  trouble  that  was  afflicting  the  patient.  This  wat 
the  story  :  Formosa  has  dwelt  in  marble  halls  and  clothed  her 
self  in  acres  of  purple  and  fine  linen.  Marriage  with  her  means 
twenty  thousand  a  year.  So  I  look  at  my  two  thousand  and 
can't  afford  to  marry.  Or  the  story  was  this :  Pulchra  withes  to 
dwell  in  marble  halls,  and  clothe  herself  in  acres  of  purple  and 
fine  linen.  Marriage  with  her,  therefore,  means  twenty  thousand 
a  year.  So  I  look  at  my  two  thousand  and  can't  afford  to  marry. 
Formula-wise  and  truth-wise,  it  is  this :  Foolish  girls  wish  to 
live  idle,  pampered,  and  fashionable  lives,  and  foolish  young  men 
are  seeking  after  the  foolish  girls.  In  such  a  complication,  mar 
riage  loses  its  meaning  ;  and  it  is  very  natural  for  a  young  man  to 
say :  "  I  can't  afford  to  marry."  The  truth  is,  he  cannot  afford 
to  marry  after  the  style  aforesaid,  and  he  does  not  teish  to  marry 
in  a  sensible  style,  to  which  his  two  thousand  would  say  Amen, 
But  there  are  other  than  foolish  girls  in  the  world.  There  are 
girls  of  simple  tastes,  modest  mien,  Industrious  habits,  and  unself- 
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ish  hearts.  Yon  are  not  apt  to  find  thorn  in  the  highways  or  in 
conspicuous  places.  They  make  the  hest  wives  in  the  world, 
while  the  Saratoga  thing  makes  the  worst.  Look  for  them  at 
home,  not  in  society — that  fizzing,  bubbling  caldron,  where 
pride,  vanity,  and  vapidity,  seasoned  with  vice,  sputter  into  as- 
similation. Find  them  helping  in  nursery,  pantry,  or  kitchen, 
not  sauntering  with  brazen  stare  on  a  frequented  promenade,  or 
dawdling  among  French  novels  in  the  boudoir.  Don't  be  des- 
perate, my  dear  fellow,  and  say  there  are  no  such  girls  as  I  de- 
scribe. I  know  better.  I  don't  blame  you  for  thinking  so  when 
you  judge  from  the  article  that  lies  around  loose  in  the  city  of 
New- York.  But  change  your  sphere  of  observation.  Go  into 
quieter  paths.  Don't  be  dazzled  by  mere  plumage.  Parrots  and 
peacocks  are  not  nightingales.  The  true  girl  has  to  be  sought 
for.  She  does  not  parade  herself  as  show-goods.  She  is  not 
fashionable.  Generally  she  is  not  rich.  But  oh  I  what  a 
heart  she  has  when  you  find  her!  so  large,  and  pure,  and 
womanly  1  When  you  see  it,  you  wonder  if  those  showy  things 
outside  were  really  women.  If  you  gain  her  love,  your  two  thou- 
sand are  a  million.  She'll  not  ask  you  for  a  carriage  or  a  first-date 
house.  She'll  wear  simple  dresses,  and  turn  them  when  necessa- 
ry, with  no  vulgar  magnificat  to  frown  upon  her  economy.  Shell 
keep  everything  neat  and  nice  in  your  sky-parlor,  and  give  you 
such  a  welcome  when  you  come  home  that  you'll  think  your  par- 
lor higher  than  ever.  She'll  entertain  true  friends  on  a  dollar, 
and  astonish  you  with  the  new  thought :  How  very  little  happi- 
ness depends  on  money.  She'll  make  you  love  home  (if  you  don't 
you're  a  brute),  and  teach  you  how  to  pity,  while  you  scorn,  a 
poor  fashionable  society  that  thinks  itself  rich  and  vainly  tries  to 
think  itself  happy. 

Now,  do  not,  I  pray  you,  say  any  more :  "  I  can't  afford  to  mar- 
ry." Go,  find  the  true  woman,  and  you  can.  Throw  away  that 
cigar,  bum  up  that  switch  cane,  be  sensible  yourself,  and  seek 
your  wife  in  a  sensible  way. H.  C 

ASSOCIATION    COMMITTEE    WORK. 

RECEPTION  COMMITTER. 

In  treating  of  the  Invitation  Committee  in  the  last  number,  we 
defined  their  work,  in  brief,  as  that  of  inviting  young  men  to  our 
rooms,  and  to  membership  in  our  organizations.  The  work  of 
the  Beceptlon  Committee  very  naturally  follows  that  of  the  Invi- 
tation Committee— the  one  supplements  the  other.  The  former 
takes  up  the  work  when  thelatter  leaves  it.  The  one  is  almost  as 
indispensable  as  the  other.  The  work  is  but  coldly  and  imperfectly 
done  if  we  must  bring  young  men  to  our  rooms  and  meetings  and 
then  leave  them,  as  if  our  duty  had  been  performed,  without  sym- 
pathy and  love  having  any  claim  upon  us. 

Let  us  now  look  at  the  organization  of  this  Committee,  and 
then  at  the  requirements  made  upon  it.  The  size  of  this  Com- 
mittee must  depend,  of  course,  upon  the  resources  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  the  numbers  attracted  to  the  rooms.  Have  the  num- 
ber however,  so  large — even  in  the  smallest  societies — that  some 
representative  will  always  be  present  in  the  evening.  In  large 
institutions  there  should  be  several  in  attendance  each  evening. 
The  appointees  for  a  single  night  might  constitute  a  subcom- 
mittee, with  a  chairman,  who  would  have  the  general  oversight 
of  the' work.  Let  eaeh  member  be  designated  by  some  simple 
badge ;  it  will  distinguish  them,  and  to  the  oter-fattidiout  it  may 
be  a  relief  that  they  are  approached  in  an  authorized  way. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  requires  picked  men.  The  first 
impressions,  and  perhaps  the  only  impressions,  that  many  young 
men  get  will  be  from  the  members  of  this  Committee.  A  mem- 
ber's fitness  should  be  commended  by  good  sense,  ready  powers  of 
conversation,  genuine  politeness,  a  cheerful  temperament,  a  sym- 
pathy for  young  men  who  are  poor  and  tried,  and  a  real  love  for 
souls.  If  a  young  man  is  officious,  proud,  and  airish,  he  is  out 
of  place  in  this  part  of  the  work.  Such  an  one  should  be  placed 
somewhere  else.  If  he  is  indirereet,  do  not  discourage  him,  but 
ascertain  his  full  qualities,  for  he  has  some,  and  put  him  where 
they  will  be  called  into  full  play— much  to  the  general  good  as 


well  as  his  own.  But  do  not  place  him  on  the  Reception  Com. 
mittee.  This  Committee  should  have  stated  meetings,  at  which 
methods  of  work  may  be  discussed  and  interesting  incidents  re- 
ported. These  should  be  preserved  for  use  in  the  urnm*!  report, 
or  in  any  other  way,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Association. 

But  as  to  this  Committee's  work,  and  their  manner  of  perform- 
ing it :  Their  duty  is  to  receive  strangers  and  others  as  they  en- 
ter the  rooms ;  introduce  them,  endeavor  to  place  them  at  their 
ease,  give  information,  aid,  etc ;  to  be  present  on  public  occasions 
to  seat  visitors,  and  to  assist  at  social  and  festal  entertainments. 

To  one  who  has  been  long  engaged  in  Association  work  this  is 
a  peculiar  pleasure,  in  being  reminded  now  and  then,  by  one 
whose  face  has  become  almost  unknown  to  you  from  long  ab- 
sence, that  he  remembers  distinctly  his  first  entrance  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Christian  Association,  that  you  were  the  one  who  spoke  to 
him ;  it  was  a  time  of  trial  and  embarrassment,  and  kind  words 
and  a  gentle  lift  were  then  magnetic  in  their  power,  and  just  what 
he  needed.  A  very  important  share  of  Christian  Association 
effort  should  be  directed  to  this  class  of  young  men.  They  coma 
to  us  from  the  country  and  from  Europe,  inexperienced,  unsophis- 
ticated ;  come  to  us  after  every  other  resource  has  failed,  per- 
haps kept  from  us  all  this  time  from  pride  or  fear.  God  has  di- 
rected them  to  us,  may  be ;  let  us  treat  them  as  men  and  breth- 
ren, shake  hands,  speak  kindly,  reprove  gently,  and  aid  them  ju- 
diciously, and  show  them  that  Christians  are  not  to  be  dreaded 
but  loved.  It  is  the  privilege  of  the  Reception  Committee  to 
meet  this  class  of  young  men  just  at  the  turning-point  per- 
chance in  their  lives ;  improve  the  opportunity ;  you  may  save 
some  from  the  dram-shop,  perhaps  be  the  means  of  leading  them 
to  the  Saviour. 

But  "you  must  be  very  careful  about  obtruding  your  religion 
upon  everybody,"  says  some  one.  Yes,  we  need  to  be  as  wise  as 
serpents,  but  there  is  hardly  need  of  urging  caution.  Let  your 
heart  be  full,  pray  to  be  guided  by  heavenly  wisdom,  and  there 
need  be  no  great  fear  of  obtrusiveness.  Christian  demeanor  is  a 
language  that  speaks  louder  than  words  to  those  you  would  at- 
tract. We  must  not  stand  very  much  on  ceremony  in  our  efforts 
to  save  souls.  It  is  related  of  Louis  XVI.,  by  Madam  De  Stael, 
that  his  capture  at  Yarennes  was  occasioned  "  by  certain  delays 
of  form  and  ceremony,  without  which  it  was  impossible  for  the 
king  to  get  into  his  coach."  A  worse  evil  may  come  to  some  one 
through  our  over-nicety. 

While  we  would  seek  to  elicit  a  special  interest  in  young  men 
of  the  class  we  have  mentioned,  we  would  not  neglect  the  cu- 
rious visitor,  nor  the  brother  who  now  and  then  drops  in  from  a 
sister  Association ;  give  to  these  brethren  who  visit  us  a  special 
welcome ;  learn  all  you  can  of  their  work,  and  let  them  go  from 
you  inspired  with  a  new  zeal— happier  for  having  enjoyed  a  sea- 
son of  cordial  and  Christian  intercourse. 

This  Committee  has  great  power  centred  in  its  mission,  and 
providing  it  is  developed  or  brought  out,  our  Associations  may  be 
the  noblest  fortresses  of  Christianity  in  its  broad,  philanthropic, 
and  saving  character.  Do  your  duty  efficiently  and  cheerfully, 
and  God  will  bless  the  work  with  a  rich  reward.  Our  Associa- 
tions are  sadly  deficient  in  this  cordial,  social  element,  so  far  as 
strangers  are  concerned.  Hundreds  of  young  men  visit  our  As- 
sociations, and  because  they  are  not  noticed,  and  because  they  are 
not  taken  by  the  hand,  after  a  few  visits  they  cease  to  come,  or 
come  but  seldom.  Shall  It  be  so  t  Let  every  Association  look 
into  its  interior  workings,  and  inquire  if  it  is  inviting  and  home- 
like there,  and  if  young  men  are  warmly  greeted  when  they  en- 
ter. Anything  that  will  stimulate  this  element,  will  be  of  incal- 
culable service.  It  is,  as  it  were,  planting  a  first  idea  of  Chris- 
tian society,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  it  toe  correct 
as  well  as  first. 


Were  Jesus  as  dear  to  us  as  a  Saviour  as  He  was  to  Mary  as  a 
son,  we  would  seek  in  every  place,  and  never  rest  till  we  found 
i.im_/3„»x^.  Digitized  by  VJVJVJVIA-     • 
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TOPICS   FOB    CONVENTION. 

The  following  topics  are  submitted  for  consideration  at  the 
Lowell  Convention,  Wednesday,  Jane  12th : 

1.  How  can  Association  work  in  States  and  Provinces  be  more 
effectively*  organized,  and  prosecuted  1 

2.  Direct  religions  work  among  young  men  the  first  and  great 
work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations. 

8.  The  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  general  secretary,  and  in 
what  Association  is  such  an  officer  necessary. 

4  How  should  Bible-classes  be  conducted  in  our  Associations, 
and  for  what  objects  ? 

5.  Lectures  and  Lecturers. 

6.  How  can  the  Association  help  young  men  to  resist  tempta- 
tions T 

AMSTERDAM. 

Bbethben  who  purpose  a  visit  to  Europe  will  add  to  their 
enjoyment  very  much  by  arranging  to  be  at  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  delegates  from  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
of  all  countries,  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  from  the  22d  to 
the  26th  of  August.  Many  topics  in  Christian  social  science 
will  be  discussed  there,  and  plans  for  the  amelioration  of  the 
moral  condition  of  young  men  will  doubtless  be  suggested 
worthy  of  experiment  in  all  lands.  Men  eminent  for  learning, 
earnestness,  and  piety  will  be  among  the  hosts.  Various  lan- 
guages will  be  syllabled  there  by  those  who  have  learned  to 


lisp  the  Redeemer's  honored  and  beloved  name.  Many  tongues 
will  unite  in  the  same  exalted  songs  of  praise,  and  to  the 
same  prayers  offered  to  the  Father  of  all  will  be  echoed  one 
Amen.  Our  prayer  is,  that  from  that  great  assembly,  all  oar 
Associations  may  receive  new  impetus. 


Will  the  delegates  to  the  Lowell  Convention  need  exhorta- 
tion or  instruction}  Not  the  former — they  are  ready  to  work. 
Mr.  Moody,  in  by  far  the  greatest  address  he  ever  delivered, 
his  Thursday  evening  speech  at  Indianapolis,  touched  the  vital 
point  in  the  first  word  he  uttered — "  H-O-W  " — the  laborers 
want  to  know  the  best  way  in  which  to  do  the  work. 


THE   LOWELL    CONVENTION. 

Many  of  our  readers  are  looking  forward  to  the  12th  hist, 
at  Lowell,. with  joyous  desires  and  intentions,  and  in  prayerful 
preparation.    The  occasion  will  be  worthy  of  all  tbe  thought 
that  we  can  bestow  upon  it.  As  every  convention  ia  more  impor- 
tant than  the  one  which  preceded  it,  so  will  this  be;  not  be- 
cause the  last  one  was  not  sufficiently  so,  but  because  tbe  As- 
sociation work  bos,  during  the  year,   developed  many  new 
phases  of  necessity.    New  plans  have  been  suggested  by  ex- 
igencies arising  at  various  points.    The  work  we  find  varied 
in  the  ratio  that  populations  differ  from  each  other.    Phila- 
delphia and  Boston  have  different  elements  to  work  with,  dif- 
ferent circumstances  to  contend  with,  just  as  both  differ  from 
Washington,  or  all  three  from  New-Orleans.     One  object, 
therefore,  must  be  kept  steadily  in  view,  that  of  leading,  in- 
citing, drawing,  bringing,  loving,  young  men  to  Jesus.    This 
animating  the  mind  will  fructify  in  plans  and  methods  for 
prosecuting  the  grand  design  of  the  Association.     This  is  tie 
spirit  in  which  we  shall  meet  each  other  at  Lowell,  and  thfcis 
the  reason  why  we  shall  feel  the  occasion  of  mora  importance 
than  the  lost  one,  just  as  much  as  the  present  is  always  of 
greater  moment  to  us  than  the  past.     The  plans  and  sugges- 
tions brought  forward  and  discussed  ably  and  well  at  tbe  list 
convention  have  been  tried  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 
Some  of  them  have  been  successful  in  some  places,  and  bare 
failed  in  others.    Many  propositions  have  been  found  prac- 
ticable everywhere,  but  wherever  some  plan  has  been  tried 
with  earnestness  and  prayerful  zeal  there  has  been  measurable 
success.  We  shall  come  together  then  to  rejoice  at  our  growth; 
to  point  out  weak  spots  in  the  field,  and  to  discuss  ideas  sad 
propositions  with  the  view  of  restoring  life  where  death  would 
seem  to  have  done  its  work ;  of  strengthening  the  weak,  and 
of  receiving  counsel  from  those  that  are  strong.    It  maj  be 
found  of  greater  use  to  commend  such  things  as  are  right  i» 
the  conduct  of  Associations  than  to  expend  efforts  either  in  de- 
nouncing or  caricaturing  what  is  wrong.  If  we  can  in  any  wf 
succeed  in  sending  back  from  the  convention  a  determination 
on  the  part  of  brethren  from  weak  points  to  persevere  in  the 
course  that  is  right,  depend  upon  it,  another  year  will  not  elapse 
without  changes  for  the  better  taking  place  where  they  tie 
most  needed.    Let  the  main  point  be  kept  in  view,  and  ash 
former  years,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  convec- 
tion will  not  only  be  successful  as  a  demonstration,  but  will 
result  in  many  triumphs  for  Christ.    The  topics  submitted  for 
consideration,  and  printed  elsewhere  in  this  Monthly,  ait 
intended  to  aid  those  who  desire  to  think  and  talk  things 
over. 

The  Convention  will  assemble  in  Huntington  Hsu,  on 
Wednesday  morning,  the  12th  inst.,  and  continue  throng! 
Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday.  " 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  largest  religious  gathering  evtr  heW 
in  that  city. 
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OFEy  noons  ojv  the  sabbath. 

The  subject  of  opening  the  doors  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  rooms  in  large  cities,  to  provide  for  the 
better  being  of  young  men,  has  been  commended  for  special 
consideration.  With  all  deference  to  the  distinguished  coun- 
sel that  has  been  given  in  this  matter,  it  must  be  stated,  by 
way  of  information,  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions have  been  the  pioneers  in  this  open-door  practice. 
Their  doors  have  been  opened  wide,  and  invitations  sent  out 
broadcast  to  young  men  to  come  in.  More  than  this,  their 
rooms  have  been  open  every  day  and  evening  during  the  week- 
— not  merely  to  subscribers,  but  to  all  young  men  who  felt 
inclined  to  exalt  their  ways  and  improvo  the  standard  of 
their  friendships.  A  glance  at  the  news  columns  of  The 
Monthly  may  convince  doubters  of  this  very  important  fact. 
So,  while  we  are  grateful  at  all  times,  as  we  ought  to  be,  for 
bints  and  suggestions  which  may  tend  to  lead  to  the  develop- 
ment of  new  powers,  or  new  and  better  uses  of  those  already 
developed  in  our  work,  it  is  not  to  be  deemed  necessary  that, 
when  some  public  institutions  fail  to  come  up  to  what  is  er- 
roneously considered  a  newly  discovered  standard  of  duty, 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  shall  be  subjected  to 
criticisms  calculated  to  depreciate  the  value  of  its  work,  and 
possibly  to  diminish  its  usefulness  among  the  very  class  about 
whose  welfare  the  super-eminently  righteous  public  arc  all  at 
once  solicitous.  The  reports  which  come  up  from  the  Asso- 
ciations all  over  this  continent  as  to  the  success  of  the 
Sabbatli  afternoon  "open-door"  Bible-classes,  and  "open- 
door"  prayer-meetings,  and  "opened  doors" of  prisons  and 
almshouses  for  messages  of  Christian  love,  and  "open-air" 
services,  all  unite  in  showing  that  the  great  work  which  is 
being  carried  on  by  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is 
as  yet  imperfectly  understood  or  known  by  even  the  best  in- 
formed men  in  the  community.  We  trust  that  the  Associa- 
tions will  continue  to  do  their  work.  The  knowledge,  on 
our  part,  of  young  men  rescued  from  peril  and  brought  to 
the  loving  embrace  of  Jesus  is  better  compensation  than  flat- 
tery. Heaven  has  an  open  door  for  the  earnest  and  hearty 
prayers  that  are  continually  ascending  in  behalf  of  young 
men.  Then,  whether  the  doors  of  our  rooms  be  open  or 
shut,  let  our  plans  and  our  earnestness  know  no  abatement. 
Let  us  keep  our  face  to  the  enemy,  and  be  always  ready  to 
cordially  and  affectionately  welcome  deserters  who  come 
within  our  lines.  We  think  we  see  in  the  great  outcry  for 
open  doors  a  certain  discontent  of  spirit  which  men  of  the 
world  may  be  assured  can  never  be  allayed  by  access  to  li- 
brary-shelves or  daily  newspapers  alone  during  the  precious 
hours  of  the  Sabbath.  It  is  this  spirit  seeking  for  rest  and 
not  finding  it  which  increases  the  responsibility  of  every  As- 
sociation member — of  every  Christian.  Men  are  seeking  for 
rest  at  Jesus'  feet  without  knowing  it.  Let  it  be  our  work 
and  our  prayer  to  seek  them  out  and  give  them  direction. 


Instead  of  the  distribution  of  the  delegates  among  the 
churches  and  Sabbath-schools  of  Lowell  on  the  Sabbath,  let 
the  appropriate  committee  arrange  for  two  or  three  mass 
meetings  at  different  points  of  the  young  people  of  the  city. 
Would  not  the  results  be  far  greater?  The  experience  at  some 
of  our  State  Conventions  returns  an  affirmative  answer. 


BIBLE-CLASSES. 

• 

The  man  who  undertakes  to  cultivate  a  farm  with  no 
knowledge  of  farming  tools  and  their  uses  will  reap  a  harvest 
as  surely  as  the  Christian  will  grow  in  grace  and  lead  others 
to  know  and  serve  the  Lord,  who  undertakes  to  work  for  the 


Master  with  but  little  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  its  teachings, 
and  no  desire  for  more.  The  young  Christian  may  have  en- 
ergy and  zeal,  but  energy  and  zeal  are  not  substitutes  for 
knowledge.  The  aged  may  have  experience,  but  experience 
grafted  on  ignorance  is  long  in  coming  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  No  Christian  is  ignorant  of  such  elementary  facts  as 
these,  and  yet  how  many  Christians  do  they  induce  to  study  the 
Bible  as  they  ought  to  study  itl  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociations labor  to  reach  young  men  whose  religious  education 
has  been  neglected,  and  to  prepare  them  for  Christian  useful- 
ness. Bible  instruction  would  greatly  aid  them  in  this  work; 
but  not  one  in  five  has  a  Bible-class.  There  are  Associations 
standing  idle ;  there  are  some  whose  only  remove  from  idle- 
ness is  a  looking  about  for  something  to  do;  and  there  are 
others  straying  into  fields  claimed  by  other  organizations, 
while  all,  without  a  single  exception,  might  engage  in  organized 
Bible  study,  with  very  great  advantage  to  their  members,  and 
without  interfering  with  the  work  of  any  but  the  Evil  One. 
Study  "the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  arc  able  to  make  thee 
wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in'  Christ  Jesus." 


At  Lowell,  lot  us  not  have  the  formal  notices  bellowed  from- 
thc  desk  of  the  President,  but  let  a  suitable  person  be  employ- 
ed to  print  these  notices  upon  muslin,  and  put  them  in  a  con- 
spicuous place  on  the  platform. 


NOWHERE  TO  GO. 

In  large  cities,  multitudes  of  moral  young  men  are  exiled 
from  good  society  simply  because  they  are  strangers,  and  have 
no  means  of  introducing  themselves  to  respectable  families. 
The  immoral  and  dissipated  are  readily  admitted  to  their  own 
grade  in  society  without  any  formal  introduction.  Christian 
young  men,  by  taking  their  proper  places  in  the  church  and 
its  work,  are  brought  into  companionship  with  Christian  fam- 
ilies, while  moral  but  unconverted  young  men  literally  have 
"  nowhere  to  go,"  and  many  of  them,  to  escape  the  consequent 
dreariness,  descend  to  social  circles  that  whirl  them  swiftly  to 
the  vortex  of  ruin.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  in 
cities  where  it  exists,  does  what  it  can,  if  the  members  do 
their  duty,  to  lead  these  young  men  to  put  their  trust  in  God, 
and  also  to  make  them  feel  the  lack  of  society  less,  by  furnish- 
ing them  with  pleasant  reading-rooms,  books,  papers,  lectures, 
literary  studies,  and  social  meetings  for  their  evenings.  But 
this  work  of  the  Association  needs  to  be  supplemented  by  the 
employers  of  these  young  men;  they  should,  if  possible,  intro- 
duce them  to  society  of  an  elevating  tendency;  and  parents 
and  country  Associations  should  not  fail  to  labor  faithfully  for 
their  conversion  before  they  leave  home. 


Let  every  one  proposing  to  attend  the  Lowell  Convention 
remember  this:  that,  in  summing  up  the  results  of  our  Con- 
ventions one  after  the  other  as  they  have  occurred,  there  has 
never  been  found  any  lack  of  enthusiasm,  or  spirituality  even, 
but  rather  alack  of  practical  instruction  and  sensible  advice 
as  to  the  modes  in  which  our  work  may  be  best  conducted. 


We  take  the  opportunity  of  again  calling]the  attention  of  the 
readers  of  the  Monthly  to  the  importance  of  their  keeping 
their  eyes  and  ears  open  when  enjoying  vacation  during  the 
summer,  whether  in  this  country  or  in  Europe.  The  results 
of  their  observations  in  new  places  in  regard  to  the  provisions 
made  for  the  advancement  and  enjoyment  of  young  men  can  be 
turned  to  excellent  account  in  letters  addressed  to  the  editor. 
We  trust  that  our  brethren  generally  will  avail  themselves  of 
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this  bint,  and  make  an  effort  to  do  -what  may  interest  thou- 
sands. By  trying  the  experiment  in  the  summer,  many  may 
be  tempted  to  do  it  at  other  times  during  the  year. 


Every  person  who  has  attended  one  of  our  Conventions  has 
left  it  with  the  feeling  that  there  was  much  of  practical  value 
left  unsaid  and  undone.  None  have  felt  this  more  keenly 
than  those  intimately  connected  with  the  Associations.  To 
meet  this  difficulty,  it  is  suggested  that  a  portion  of  each  day 
be  spent  by  the  Conventions  in  sections,  so  that  those  interest- 
ed in  a  particular  phase  of  our  work  can  devote  their  time  to 
it.  For  instance:  let  one  section  take  up  cottage  and  neigh- 
borhood meetings ;  one  lectures ;  one  state  and  district  visita- 
tion, etc.  

Not  long  since,  at  the  noon-day  prayer-meeting  of  the  As- 
sociation in  one  of  our  large  cities,  there  were  three  present. 
They  were  strangers,  and  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  the  young 
man  who  had  charge  of  it  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  or  rather, 
perhaps,  bis  privilege,  to  take  them  cordially  by  the  hand  and 
speak  to  them  earnestly  and  tenderly  of  the  shortness  Of  life, 
the  certainty  of  death,  and  the  great  advantage  of  insuring 
their  lives  in  a  certain  company  of  which  he  was  agent. 

A  merchant  from  the  same  city  reports  that,  of  late,  the  As- 
sociation seems  to  be  losing  the  confidence  and  sympathy  of 
the  pastors  and  business-men.    Strange,  isn't  it? 


A  Chebrino  Indication. — In  the  interior  of  Massachusetts, 
a  few  weeks  since,  Rev.  A.  B.  Earle  was  invited  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings.  In  the  morning  of  the  first  day,  a  Christian 
manufacturer  in  the  place  called  his  workmen  together  and 
told  them  there  was  to  be  a  series  of  meetings  held,  and  he 
would  close  bis  factory,  for  the  day  in  order  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  attend.  One  of  his  leading  men,  who  had  no 
special  interest  in  religion,  thought  if  his  employer  was  willing 
to  close  the  factory,  he  ought  to  be  willing  to  attend  the 
meetings.  He  did  so,  was  one  of  the  first  to  ask  for  prayers, 
gave  himself  to  Jesus,  and  to-day  he  is  an  example  to  many 
older  Christians  in  his  earnest  zeal  and  practical  work  for  bis 
Divine  Master. 


Not  the  least  gratifying  tact  that  is  brought  to  light  in  our 
Association  News  this  month  is  the  success  with  which  the 
building  movement  is  meeting  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  It 
is  very  evident  that  just  as  soon  as  communities  become  con- 
vinced that,  in  order  to  develop  a  class  of  young  men  such  as 
will  insure  better  tone  to  the  society  of  the  coming  generation, 
the  Association  is  a  necessity,  they  will  not  be  slow  to  produce 
the  means  for  erecting  Association  homes — no  tmerc  halls,  but 
homes.  Our  news  abounds  with  building  items.  There  is  no 
lack  of  encouragement.    ^^^^^^ 

To  all  young  men  fortunate  enough  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  reading  this  number  of  the  Monthly,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
commending  the  very  just  and  manly  contribution  of  Rev. 
Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  entitled,  "  Young  Men  and  Maidens." 
It  is  evident  that  Dr.  C.  observes  society  to  some  purpose, 
and  interested  readers  will  thank  him  for  his  admonition  and 
warning.  ^^_^^_^_ 

The  brethren  of  the  Toledo  (Ohio)  Association,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  news  columns,  recently  received  very  peculiar 
tlianks  from  the  Index  for  a  little  act  of  kindness.  That  jour- 
nal takes  the  trouble  to  administer  a  sneer  at  what  it  terms 
"  the  theological  spirit  or  purposes"  of  the  Association,  but 
resumes  its  "  right  mind  "  in  the  same  sentence  by  expressing 


its  "hearty  appreciation  of  all  the  practical  good  it  does."  We 
hope  our  brethren  will  labor  on  until  even  the  Indejc  learns  that 
the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  an  eminently  practical  system,  and 
has,  or  inspires,  no  "  theological  spirit  or  purposes  "  that  are 
at  variance  with  the  universal  welfare  of  mankind. 


The  Boston  Association,  alive  to  every  advantage  that  offers 
for  doing  effective  and  opportune*  work,  doesn't  mean  that 
the  Peace  Jubilee  shall  begin,  continue,  and  end  without  the 
Prince  of  Peace  having  His  standard  thrown  to  the  breeze,  and 
the  surging  thousands  who  go  thither  to  do  homage  to  music 
being  invited  to  rest  a  while  in  the  great  tent  that  is  to  be  in 
readiness  for  their  accommodation.  The  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  tent,  capable  of  giving  shelter  to  4000  persons, 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  visitors  to  Boston  from  all 
parts  of  the  country.  Let  it  be  the  prayer  of  all  Christian 
people  that  of  the  thousands  who  shall  flock  to  that  standard, 
and  beneath  its  folds  unite  in  the  devotions  of  the  time,  it  shall 
"be  recorded  in  the  future  that,  "This  man  and  that  man  was 
born  there." 


The  plan  adopted  by  the  Springfield  (Mass.)  Association  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  out  not  merely  the  number  of  young 
men  in  the  city,  but  who  they  are,  and  what  their  habits  arc, 
is  an  excellent  one.  As  physicians  like  to  diagnose-  their  cases, 
so  it  may  be  deemed  proper  for  Christian  workers  to  survey 
the  leading  points  in  the  history  of  the  young  men  they  desire 
to  bring  to  the  physician  of  souls,  in  order  that  their  efiorts 
may  not  be  made  at  random,  but  under  intelligent  direction. 
.We  have  a  right  to  lay  the  wisdom  of  the  world  under  con- 
tribution to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  learn  from  every  honest 
and  upright  business  experiment  how  to  economize  time  and 
strength  in  the  prosecution  of  our  work.  We  hope  the  Spring- 
field plan  will  have  good  results. 


The  work  which  the  State  Committee  has  been  doing  in 
Massachusetts  has  been  followed  with  happy  results.  This  is 
evidence  that  our  work  is  not  in  vain.  What  a  speedy  reward 
our  brethren  have  received  for  their  labors!  Seven  daily  pray- 
er-meetings started  in  the  State,  in  addition  to  those  previous- 
ly arranged  for  and  which  continue  to  be  held.  Brother 
Rowland's  notes,  published  under  the  head  of  Correspondence, 
are  calculated  to  inspire  readers  with  gratitude  and  praise,  and 
we  say  to  him,  keep  up  the  notes  and  inform  us  "what  the 
signs  of  promise  are."      

Temperance. — At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Kings 
County  Temperance  Association,  Mr.  S.  B.  Duryea  stated  that 
he  had  made  arrangements  to  send  copies  of  tUo  National 
Temperance  Advocate  to  every  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion in  the  country.  •  Now  and  again,  men  like  Mr.  Duryea 
spring  to  the  front  and  do  a  good  thing,  not  only  gratifying 
their  own  desires  thereby,  but  also  giving  encouragement  to 
others  who  have  the  ability  to  exercise  the  gift  that  is  in  them. 
The  Advocate  will  doubtless  be  a  welcome  visitor  in  the  rooms 
of  every  Association  to  which  it  may  be  sent,  and  we  hope  it 
may  be  useful  in  strengthening  those  who  need  more  light 
on  the  subject,  and  in  convincing  the  doubtful  of  their  duties 
to  themselves  and  their  fellow-men.  The  adoption  of  the 
temperance  principle  is  very  apt  to  develop  some  of  the 
Christian  qualities  that  are  in  young  men. 


In  no  direction  has  the  visitation  set  on  foot  by  the  Execn 
tive  Committee  been  more  satisfactory  than  in  Picton  County, 
Nova-Scotia.     Mr.  R.  C.  Morse's  heart  must  be  overflowing 

with  gratitude  to  see  the  work  in  which  he  has  been  so  earn- 
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estly  engaged  bearing  fruit  so  abundantly  and  so  speedily. 
It  is  matter  for  regret  that  the  pressure  upon  our  space  for- 
bids a  more  extended  report  of  the  Convention  in  New-Glas- 
gow. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Visit  to  Maine  Associations. 

FROM  MB.  B.  C.  MOR8B. 

A  wonderful  temperance  reform  has  been  for  some  time  pre- 
vailing in  the  neighboring  cities  of  Augusta,  Gardiner,  and 
Hallowell.  It  is  a  wholly  voluntary  movement,  hundreds  com- 
ing forward  to  sign  the  pledge.  The  spirit  and  power  of  the  reform 
is  rapidly  extending.  Our  Associations  in  the  three  cities  above- 
named  were  organized  a  few  years  ago,  and  have  been  carrying 
on  an  excellent  neighborhood  prayer-meeting  work,  visiting 
destitute  localities  near  them,  holding  Sunday-school  and  religious 
meetings,  where  deep  interest  has  often  prevailed  and  souls  have 
been  converted.  About  Hallowell  six  such  meetings  have  been 
held,  and  about  Gardiner  as  many  as  fifteen  have  been  attended  at 
various  times.  At  Augusta,  besides  two  schools  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, a  mission  Sunday-school  has  been  maintained  at  the  rooms, 
and  a  sewing  society  of  Christian  ladies  have  cooperated  in  the 
good  work,  meeting  each  week  to  do  what  they  could  t6ward 
clothing  and  caring  for  the  children.  The  Association  rooms  in 
Augusta  are  disadvantageous^  located  on  the  third  story.  In 
Gardiner,  a  pleasant  room  on  the  second  story  is  rented,  but  has 
been  open  only  a  few  hours  each  week.  At  Hallowell  the  society 
has  lived  without  a  room  of  its  own.  The  reform  movement  is 
opening  to  these  Associations  a  wide  door  of  usefulness.  Hun- 
dreds of  young  men  are  renouncing  the  saloon  and  turning  from 
its  allurements.  The  rooms  of  the  association  should  stand  open, 
at  least  every  evening,  extending  to  them  cordial  welcome  and 
free  Christian  entertainment.  The  brethren  are  giving  attention 
and  effort  to  this  matter,  and  we  hope  to  hear  that  in  these  cities, 
as  well  as  in  others  benefited  by  this  temperance  reform,  our  as- 
sociations have  been  active  and  blessed  in  the  work  for  which 
they  exist — the  rescue  of  young  men  from  the  snares  of  sin  and 
vice.  Thus  cooperating  with  and  in  this  reform,  they  will,  by  the 
blessing  of  God,  plant  the  feet  of  many  on  the  Rock  of  purest  reli- 
ance^ and  (*%.<  them  that  Anchor  of  the  soul  that  holds  in  the 
storm  of  severest  temptation. 

In  Richmond  and  Waterville  the  Associations  are  in  a  lan- 
guishing condition,  and  at  Skowhegan  the  society  has  disbanded. 
In  these  places  the  work  was  begun  very  promisingly  several 
years  •;;».  At  Waterville,  $1000  was  raised  and  a  reading-room 
handsomely  fitted  up,  while  all  three  societies  held  useful  meet- 
ings in  needy  neighborhoods  within  their  reach.  But  the  furni- 
ture and  literature  of  the  reading-rooms  were  not  accompanied  by 
the  personal  effort  and  social  interest  necessary  to  make  the  place  an 
inviting  resort.  The  literary  or  social,  or  musical  or  tea,  or  other 
entertaining  meeting, which.properly  seconded  by  personal  exertion 
and  the  help  of  the  ladies,  might  have  made  the  room  attractive 
to  those  for  whom  it  was  designed, were  wanting.  The  neighbor- 
hood meetings  were  a  success  as  long  as  they  lasted.  But  the 
zeal  of  some  waxed  cold.  In  one  case  the  question  was  raised  : 
"  Isn't  it  enough  to  hold  the  home  meeting  and  say  to  people, 
come  f"  In  this  and  various  ways  the  command  to  "  Go  and  preach 
the  Gospel "  was  neglected,  and  the  Association  withdrew  into  its 
thinly  attended  home  meeting  at  the  rooms  as  their  last  resort — 
the  citadel  of  the  work.  This  is  a  fatal  mistake.  If  it  is  a  time 
of  feeble  religious  interest,  and  there  is  strength  only  to  hold  one 
meeting,  that  should  be  a  meeting  for  work.  Better  far  to  support 
a  neighborhood  meeting  among  those  needy  and  seeking  your 
help  than  to  spend  the  little  strength  you  have  in  carrying  on  a 
fueble  home  meeting.  This  Is  certainly  the  part  of  wisdom  when 
the  interest  in  religion  is  languid,  the  laborers  are  few,  the 
churches  are  cold,  and  the  queer  question  is  constantly  raised :  "  Is 
not  this  meeting  (which  is  a  help  and  blessing  to  those  most 


active  and  faithful  in  each  of  the  churches)  withdrawing  from  the 
strength  of  these  churches  ?"  For  it  is  better  to  say :  "  We  are  at 
work  and  are  carrying  the  Gospel  where  it  is  needed,"  than  tc 
say:  "Our  only  meeting  Is  one  pleasant,  profitable,  and  blessed 
Indeed,  hut  only  attended  by  the  few  active  members."  We  hope 
to  learn  that  some  such  feeling  has  been  adopted  by  our  members 
in  Richmond,  Waterville,  and  Skowhegan. 

In  Bbidgeton  an  Association  was  organized  a  few  months  ago 
under  favorable  auspices,  Mr.  E.  R.  Staples,  formerly  one  of  our 
active  members  in  Portland,  being  chosen  president.  In  this  small 
manufacturing  centre,  and  in  the  outlying  districts,  there  Is  a  wide 
field  ripe  for  undenominational  effort. 

The  Pobtland  Association  Is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country, 
having  been  organized  as  early  as  the  year  1858.  Mention  of  its 
new  rooms  and  present  activity  was  made  last  month.  Of  late 
our  members  have  very  quietly  but  effectively  suppressed  the 
public  sale  of  obscene  papers  in  Portland.  The  various  newsdeal- 
ers were  visited  privately  and  requested  to  give  up  the  illegal 
business.  No  further  measure  proved  necessary.  All  yielded 
and  compiled.  One  stated  that  the  Bale  of  these  papers  had  been 
worth  $1000  to  him  the  past  year.  The  task  of  suppression  was 
Intrusted  to  a  committee  of  three.  To  carry  on  the  work  and  keep 
a  vigilant  watch  over  the  business  in  future,  the  committee  has 
been  increased  to  seven.  The  Association  in  Portland  is  carried 
on  wholly  by  volunteer  effort.  The  want  of  a  competent  general 
secretary  is  becoming  apparent,  and  the  securing  of  such  an  offi- 
cer for  the  society  would  be  of  invaluable  service  to  the  good  cause 
both  in  the  city  and  throughout  the  State.  The  temperance  re- 
form is  extending  in  Portland,  and  our  members  are  eager  and 
active  in  welcoming  all  under  its  power  to  the  freedom  and  hospi- 
tality of  their  rooms. 

In  Bath  and  Biddefobd  the  present  temperance  reform  is 
giving  the  Association  larger  opportunities  for  usefulness.  In 
Bath,  where  interest  in  the  work  had  been  growing  languid,  an  at- 
tempt is  being  made  to  make  the  room  an  attractive  resort  for  those 
abandoning  the  saloon.  The  neighborhood  meeting  work  is  also 
to  be  resumed.  At  Biddeford  a  good  interest  has  been  maintained, 
though  the  rooms  were  unfortunately  situated  in  the  third  story. 
A  vigorous  effort  is  being  made  to  secure  a  reading-room  on  the 
ground  floor,  which  will  be  popular  and  frequented.  In  this  city, 
as  in  Lewlston,  the  operatives  of  the  mills  are  lodged  in  large 
boarding-houses,  built  by  the  corporation.  They  furnish 'an 
admirable  field  for  undenominational  effort,  which  our  members 
propose  to  occupy  more  steadily  than  heretofore. 


The  Massachusetts  Field. 

FBOM  L.  P.  ROWLAND,  JR.,  BOSTON. 

I  send  you  a  few  words  about  the  Massachusetts  field  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  work. 

Bkvkrlt  is  reorganizing.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  in 
each  church  to  solicit  annual  and  life-members.  One  church- 
book  which  I  have  seen  has  secured  over  one  hundred  members, 
thirteen  of  which  are  life-members.  There  are  five  evangelical 
churches,  and  there  will  probably  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers at  the  least.  A  very  strong  union  feeling  exists  among  the 
churches.  This  is  a  good  way  to  revive  a  dead  institution.  I 
mean  the  book  subscribers  to  become  members.  There  is  some 
excellent  working  material  in  them.  They  have  secured  first- 
class  central  rooms,  and  will  have  a  valuable  reading  room  for 
the  people. 

Ater  has  organized  a  working  Association.  I  fear  the  late  fire 
may  do  something  to  impede  its  activity.  Good  working-men 
are  at  the  helm. 

Seven  daily  prayer-meetings  were  started  this  spring  in  Mass- 
achusetts, as  one  of  the  results  of  the  State  canvass  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee.  Brother  E.  A  Bunnell  was  employed  by 
them,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  who  went  with  him.    It 
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was  mainly  through  his  efforts  that  these  meetings  are  now  be- 
ing held  at  Pittsfield,  Westboro,  Natick,  Clinton,  Attleboro,  Spen- 
cer, and  North-Adams.  At  Attleboro  they  began  with  an  average 
of  thirty  for  the  first  week. 

Chelsea,  is  "rising  from  the  dead,"  and  will  open  a  fine  suite 
of  rooms  in  a  central  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  young  people  of 
their  city.  This  has  long  been  needed  as  a  means  of  keeping  the 
young  men  out  of  Boston  temptations  in  the  evening.  With  the 
live  working  force  of  this  Association,  and  the  purpose  of  the 
officers,  as  we  understand,  to  have  one  or  two  live  men  in  their 
rooms  each  evening,  it  will  succeed.  We  are  glad  this  step  has 
been  taken,  as  many  other  Associations  were  beginning  to  query 
whither  they  might  not  do  as  Chelsea  had  done,  to  give  up  their 
rooms,  and  yet  be  an  effective  Association.  Prayer-meetings  are 
held  which  average  an  attendance  of  seventy-eight— the  hour  of 
meeting  being  from  7  to  7:30  o'clock.  There  is  also  a  daily  meet- 
ing in  Fall  Biver,  Worcester,  Lowell,  Lynn,  Springfield,  and 
New-Bedford,  and  lour  daily  meetings  in  Boston,  connected  with 
the  Boston  Association — making  seventeen  daily  meetings  in. 
Massachusetts  at  present.  God  is  blessing  their  efforts  greatly. 
Cannot  others  be  started  t 

The  Boston  Association  are  arranging  for  a  large  religious 
movement  at  the  time  of  the  Peace  Jubilee.  A  tent,  to  accom- 
modate 4000  persons,  will  be  used  for  preaching  and  devotional 
services,  and  we  call  upon  all  our  brethren  who  attend  the  Inter- 
national Convention  at  Lowell  to  arrange  to  be  with  us  at  that 
time. 


Latest  from  England. 

THOU  A  FREQUENT  CORRESPONDENT. 

Liverpool. — This  Association  continues  to  progress  and  pros- 
per. The  Thursday  evening  class  for  the  systematic  stndy  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  is  now  so  large  that  it  is  obliged  to  be  held  in  the 
lecture  hall.  On  the  30th  of  April  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Samuel 
Nash,  was  presented  with  a  beautifully-bound  copy  of  Bagster's 
Polyglot  Bible,  and  a  gold  watch,  by  the  members  and  friends,  as 
a  token  of  their  love  and  esteem.  The  Association  has  now  under 
its  auspices  what  are  called  "  Services  for  the  people,"  which  are 
held  in  a  large  circus  in  the  city.  They  are  very  successful,  and 
have  been  very  much  owned  of  God.  On  the  28th  of  April,  Pas- 
tor S.  F.  Scovel,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  visited  the  Association,  and  de- 
livered an  excellent  address  at  the  Sunday  afternoon  Bible-class, 
at  which  he  was  heartily  welcomed.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson,  of 
Chicago,  was  shortly  expected  to  be  in  Liverpool,  and  address 
the  Association.  Five  important  sermons  on  the  "  Resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ"  have  been  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Lowe,  D.D.,  a 
vice-president  of  the  association. 

Manchester. — Mr.  W.  Hind  Smith,  formerly  of  Leeds,  has 
now  commenced  operations  as  the  Secretary  of  this  Association 
Two  branches  on  the  outskirts  have  been  formed,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  a  flourishing  Association  in  this  large  and  im- 
portant city. 

New-Brighton. — This  is  a  pretty  little  watering-place  near 
Liverpool.  An  Association  has  recently  been  planted  here,  adopt- 
ing the  London  rules  and  the  Paris  basis. 

Bibmingham. — Mr.  C.  Snosswell  has  been  appointed  the  sala- 
ried secretary  of  this  Association,  which  is  beginning  to  make  it- 
self felt  in  the  city.  Mr.  Snosswell  was  formerly  of  the  London 
Association. 


HENRY  L.    FRANCIS. 

Tub  death  of  a  young  man  of  rare  promise,  and  a  member  of  one 
of  our  Associations,  demands  notice  in  this  paper,  devoted  as  it  is  to 
the  highest  interests  of  young  men. 

Henry  L.  Francis,  aged  twenty-one,  died  at  Alleghany  City,  on  the 
7th  day  of  May  last,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  whither  he  bad  gone 
In  the  hope  of  regaining  his  health.  Ha  was  a  member  of  the  Newark 
Associatiqn.  All  who  knew  him  loved  him.  With  but  small  early  ad- 
vantages, he  had  devoted  himself  most  assiduously  to  study,  and  was, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  cultured  far  beyond  most  persons  of  his  years. 


While  a  mere  boy  he  attracted  the  attention  of  his  Sabbath-Khool 
teachers,  and  of  the  officers  of  the  school,  by  the  earnestness  and  intel- 
ligence with  which  he  maintained  his  views  of  doctrine  and  faith.  Ai 
a  student  at  law,  men  advanced  in  the  profession  soon  became  inter- 
ested in  his  progress,  for  he  pursued  the  study  of  the  great  profession 
with  an  intelligence,  a  thoroughness,  and  an  ardor  which  few  had  ever 
seen  surpassed.  His  progress  was  rapid  and  snre,  not  in  the  details  of 
the  profession  only,  which  most  young  men  first  acquire,  bat  alsoio 
the  larger,  more  difficult,  but,  to  competent  men,  more  inviting  Adds 
of  constitutional  and  international  law.  He  had  been  for  more  thai 
two  years  a  contributor  to  some  leading  newspapers,  and  his  articles 
upon  questions  of  public  policy  and  public  law  recently  agitated,  were 
always  welcomed,  and  usually  appeared  as  loaders. 

His  courteous  manners,  gentle  spirit,  good  sense,  and  wide,  general 
knowledge,  exhibited  in  his  daily  intercourse  with  men,  won  their  lore. 
Never  demonstrative,  always  consistent,  all  who  knew  him  recognized 
one  who  sought  to  show  forth  in  his  daily  life  the  practical  (fleets  of 
an  unfeigned  faith  in,  and  a  whole  hearted  love  for,  Jesus  Christ 

He  received  his  professional  training  in  the  office  of  a  well-known 
member  of  one  of  onr  Associations,  and  was  deeply  interested  in 
them.  He  understood  their  true  policy,  recognized  their  importance, 
knew  their  history,  and  labored  to  promote  their  success.  The  fol- 
lowing letter  of  one  of  the  brethren  in  Pittsburgh  tells  the  thrilling 
story  of  how  this  young  Christian  took  his  departure: 

"  I  had  the  melancholy  privilege  yesterday  of  assisting  in  paying  the 
lost  sad  riles  to  the  mortal  remains  of  our  dear  friend  and  brother, 
Henry  L.  Francis.  He  died  very  happy  in  his  Saviour.  He  had  gone 
to  the  country,  and  I  thought  he  was  improving  in  health,  as  Ibid 
not  heard  from  him  until  last  Friday,  when  I  received  a  note  from  his 
brother  David,  informing  me  that  he  was  supposed  to  be  dying.  I  im- 
mediately went  over  to  ibe  house.  When  I  arrived  he  was  in  a  foist- 
ing condition.  At  first  he  did  not  recognize  me,  but  he  soon  recov- 
ered. I  bent  over  him  to  catch  his  words.  '  Pretty  near  tho  gate,' 
he  said.  I  replied  'Yes,  but  you  have  some  one  to  go  with  you' 
An  expression  of  peace  came  over  his  features,  and  he  said  in  jorml 
accents  (though  it  gave  him  pain  to  speak):  '.filled  the  way.'  After 
I  had  been  tbcre  a  little  while,  1  asked  his  brother  if  I  should  read  i 
chapter  and  pray  with  him.  Henry  overheard  me,  and  said:  'Let 
him !  let  him !'  1  visited  him  constantly  until  tbe  day  of  his  deith, 
and  always  found  him  tbe  same  To  him  Jesus  was  all  in  all.  He 
seemed  to  have  entirely  relinquished  his  hold  upon  the  world,  and  to 
have  lost  all  ambition  for  professional  distinction.  God's  will  wastts 
will.  My  own  faith  was  strengthened,  and  I  think  I  realized,  withon- 
usual  force,  the  vanity  of  earthly  things.  I  sm  very  thankful  that  God 
made  it  my  privilege  to  be  of  much  comfort  to  Harry.  Although  I 
bod  not  known  him  very  long,  there  seemed  to  be  a  bond  of  sympathy 
between  us;  and  he  liked  to  nave  me  sit  by  him,  though  I  did  not  ay 
a  word.  I  saw  him  about  four  hours  before  he  died,  and  expected  u 
find  bim  still  living  when  I  returned  iu  the  evening;  but  he  bad  de- 
parted to  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far  better.  I  spent  the  whole  more- 
ing  with  him  on  Sabbath,  and  the  last  chapter  wbich  I  read  to  him 
was  that  glorious  15tb  of  1st  Corinthians.  Our  AssoclaMapvfuniishedtoe 
pall-bearers  at  the  funeral— our  Secretary,  Brother  Ort;  Brothers  Lo- 
gan, Kitzmlller,  and  myself.  Harry  evidently  had  a  very  great  lovefcr 
you  [the  friend  to  whom  this  letter  «os  addressed],  and  he  witched 
for  your  letter  as  eagerly  as  a  hungry  man  for  bread,  and  was  rery 
much  comforted  by  it  He  was  a  very  promising  young  man ;  bat  Ik 
is  better  off  now,  rejoicing  in  the  presence  of  Jesus,  i  can  say  no* 
more  fervently  than  ever  ocfore :  'Let  mc  die  tbe  death  of  the  right- 
eous, and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.'  " 


yitarg  gota. 


Th*  Dark  JBhiA,  one  of  the  brightest  of  London  monthlies,  can  be  had 
at  George  B.  Roy's,  No.  823  Broadway,  N.  T. 

The  Quarterly  Meuenger,  the  organ  of  tbe  Young  Men's  Cbrislta 
Associations  in  Great  Britain,  and  published  in  London,  Is,  as  usaa!, 
filled  with  useful  information.  The  best  proof  we  can  give  of  onr  ap- 
preciation of  it  is  our  free  use  of  its  items  in  onr  news  columns.  The 
members  of  the  British  associations  who  desire  to  keep  informed  is  to 
the  progress  of  the  Christian  work  among  young  men  cannot  g£ 
along  without  the  Msstengtr. 

The  Papular  Science  Monthly,  published  by  1).  Applbttox  A  Co.,  n*1 
conducted  by  Prof.  E.  L.  Youmans.  The  first  number,  gives  us  sn 
Idea  of  the  breadth  of  field  covered  by  the  term  popular  science,  and 
reveals  to  us  that  the  Monthly  is  not  to  be  exclusively  or  mainly  a  dry 
technical  discussion  of  a  certain  few  scientific  subjects  interesting  w 
scientific  men  only,  but  a  racy,  instructive,  and  truthful  record  of  the 
progress  the  world  Is  making  in  all  the  pathways  in  wbich  science  It 
leading  mankind  to  a  higher  conception  of  how  to  enjoy  the  innumer- 
able temporal  gifts  of  God,  and  practicable  ways  of  finding  out  what  they 
are,  and  bow,  in  their  dispensation  to  us,  we  are  affected  by  them,  li- 
vorably  or  otherwise.  To  still  further  demonstrate  the  propriety  of 
the  title  of  "popular,"  tbe  price  must  be  marked  down  from  nfty 
cents.  Of  course  the  letter-press  and  paper  are  excellent,  and  tin 
reading  matter  is  far  from  being  heavy,  and,  If  possible  the  price 
thould  not  be  heavy. 
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news  oi  minimis. 

Items  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topics  will  bo 
apecIa.Ur  ■welcome : 

1.  New  real  arc*  In  the  work.  2.  News  of  O  inventions. 
3.  Interesting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notlees  of  As- 
sociations In  the  local  press.  7.  In  -what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

tW  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociation* or  meeting;*  should  be  sent  to  the  IIONTHLI 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 

ALABAMA. 

Selma.— Tho  second  anniversary  of  the  Selma  Association 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  April  11th.  The  members  assembled 
at  the  rooms  then  marched  in  a  bod/  to  the  Methodist  church. 
As  they  entered,  the  organ  pealed  forth  a  spirited  voluntary,  and 
choir  sung  "  Hear  us,  O  Father !"  The  opening  prayer  was  of- 
fered by  the  President,  Mr.  P.  G.  Wood,  and  Mr.  H.  L.  McKee 
read  a  portion  of  the  Scriptures.  Addresses  were  delivered  by 
Mr.  W.  C.  Ward,  Mr.  George  D.  Johnson,  a  resident  of  Tusca- 
loosa, and  an  officer  in  the  State  University,  and  Benjamin  H. 
Craig,  all  members  of  the  Association.  Rev.  W.J.  Lowry  closed 
the  services  with  the  benediction.  Praiseworthy  efforts  are  being 
made  to  secure  a  building  for  the  association.  The  members 
have,  out  of  their  limited  means,  subscribed  heartily  and  well. 
The  ladies  have  determined  that  there  shall  be  a  building,  and 
to  that  end  began  their  part  of  the  work  by  holding  a  fair  and 
concert  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  May.  Selma  is  bound  to  have  its 
Association  building.  The  present  officers  of  the  association  are  : 
P.  O.  Wood,  President ;  J.  H.  Franklin,  Vice-President ;  Butler 
Woodward,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  John  M.  McKce,  Recording 
Secretary  ;  W.  L.  Howell,  Assistant  Recording  Secretary ;  A.  Q. 
Parrish,  Treasurer ;  E.  A.  Melcher,  Librarian. 


ILLINOIS. 

Aurora. — The  Chicago  Advance  has  the  following  encourag- 
ing statement :  "  What  admirable  uses  God's  grace  has  lor  man's 
good  common-sense  has  been  finely  illustrated  in  Aurora,  111. 
The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  that  thriving,  beautiful 
city  were,  more  than  a  year  ago,  convinced  that  it  was  a  thriftless 
policy  for  a  family  to  keep  house  out  of  doors.  Accordingly  they 
resolved  upon  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building,  which  should 
be  at  once  the  symbol  and  the  central  home  of  their  associational 
work.  For  a  site  they  secured  the  most  central  spot  in  the  city, 
just  opposite  the  post-office.  It  is  an  elegant  structure,  and  ex- 
actly adapted  to  their  wants.  Last  Friday  (April  26th)  evening 
the  first  anniversary  of  its  occupancy  was  celebrated.  The  aver- 
age attendance  for  the  whole  year  at  the  daily  prayer-meeting,  it 
was  reported,  was  over  forty,  and,  instead  of  detracting  anything 
from  the  church  prayer  meetings,  it  is  said  that  those  have  been 
very  decidedly  improved.  Connected  with  the  Association  for  the 
'  Young  Men '  is  a  Ladies'  Christian  Association.  The  society, 
fortunate  in  its  officers,  and  blessed  in  its  work  thus  far,  acts  as  if 
it  believed  that  Christian  people  have  no  right  to  aim  at  anything 
less  than  the  best." 

Chicago. — The  Chicago  Association  has  recently  entered  upon 
another  of  its  commendable  enterprises.  Many  persons  are 
forced  to  loiter  at  the  several  railroad  depots,  waiting  for  trains, 
and  in  order  to  do  them  good  by  the  way  the  association  leaves 
books,  tracts,  and  papers  there  for  free  distribution.  A  bill-head 
box  is  put  in  a  conspicuous  place,  and  in  this  are  the  papers  and 
tracts  referred  to.    Underneath  the  box  are  written  these  words  : 

jsj  rasa  to  jAjj-tAXX  am.  a 

S«eaeeeeeo»«ffideee«««noeeeoBceee» 

By  this  method  thousands  of  Good  Word*.  Glad  Tiding*,  and 
Everybody'*  Paper  are  distributed.    The  last  of  these  is  pub- 


lished by  the  Association.  Each  of  these  papers  has  a  full-page 
illustration ;  are  displayed  to  advantage,  and  readily  attract  the 
•attention  of  travellers  who  have  the  brief  leisure  to  look  around 
the  room.  On  the  bottom  of  the  rack  which  holds  the  papers  is 
a  shelf  on  which  is  a  small  Bible  and  a  Family  Christian  Al- 
manac, to  both  of  which  not  a  fow  wayfarers  resort  for  solace 
while  waiting  for  the  trains. 


INDIANA. 

Indiana  State  Association.— The  annual  meeting  of  the 
Indiana  State  Association  was  held  at  Indianapolis  on  thu  26th 
and  27th  of  March,  Mr.  Lewis  Falley  presiding,  until  the  second 
day,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected :  President — W.  W. 
Comstock,  of  Lafayette.  Vice-Presidents— B.  F.  Witt,  Indianapo- 
lis j  A,  S.  Evans,  Fort  Wayne ;  Rev.  A.  W.  Freeman,  Aurora. 
Recording  Secretary— J.  K.  Walts,  New-Albany.  Corresponding 
Secretary — W.  S.  Wooten.  Treasurer-^J.  W.  Hadiey,  Indianapo- 
lis. The  constitution  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  clergy- 
men of  all  evangelical  denominations  residing  in  the  State  and 
the  Executive  Committee  may,  in  their  discretion,  invite  Christian 
workers  from  cities  and  towns  in  this  State  where  there  are  no 
organized  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations ;  that  the  acting 
president  be,  ex  officio,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  State  Association,  excepting  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  be  elected  on  the  morning  of  the  second 
day  of  each  session  for  the  succeeding  year — candidates  for  the 
same  being  nominated  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  chair. 

Mr.  Barnard,  Corresponding  Member  of  the  International  Asso- 
ciation for  the  State,  reported  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  have 
Brother  W.  8.  Wooten  undertake  his  duties,  as  the  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee  declined  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
making  any  change  in  the  appointment. 

Mr.  Falley,  of  Lafayette,  stated  that  there  was  a  useful  Associa- 
tion in  his  town,  having  seventy-five  willing,  working  members. 
Nearly  all  the  churches  had  been  blessed  with  revivals,  and  re- 
ceived large  accessions  as  the  result  of  the  Association  labors. 

Mr.  J.  K.  Walts,  New-Albany,  said  his  Association  was  in  pos- 
session of  a  comfortable  suite  of  rooms  and  a  library  worth  $600, 
and  the  members  were  working  with  enthusiasm  and  success. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Wooten  said  he  believed  that  if  three  or  four  young 
men,  who  could  rely  upon  each  other  in  the  spirit  of  the  Master, 
would  resolve  together  for  actual  work,  they  could  form  an  Asso- 
ciation at  any  point,  and  there  was  hardly  any  place  where  one 
was  not  needed. 

Mr.  R.  F.  Kennedy  said  his  Association  at  Indianapolis  was 
nearly  out  of  debt ;  had  forty  active  members,  all  workers. 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Stanton,  who  represented  the  Association  at  Rich 
mond,  gave  an  encouraging  account  of  its  work  and  its  influence. 

Special  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  cities  and 
towns  was  the  next  subject  discussed.  Mr.  T.  A.  Nelson,  of  To- 
ledo, O.,  Mr.  Hoagland,  and  Mr.  W.  Morrow  took  part.  Mr.  B.  F. 
Witt  said  that  one  half  or  three  fourths  of  the  business-men  of 
Indianapolis  were  professed  Christians.  Personal  responsibility 
for  the  souls  of  others  was  discussed  by  Prof.  Ridpath,  of  Asbury 
University,  Mr.  Wooten,  Rev.  Mr.  Abbott,  Rov.  Mr.  Sloss,  and 
others,  and  the  Convention  adjourned. 


MAINE. 

J, excision. — From  the  Good  Seed  of  Portland,  we  learn  that 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Lewiston  Association  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  Geo.  W. 
Garcelon ;  Vice-Presidents,  Samuel  B.  Parmenter,  W.  F.  Mar- 
shall ;  L.  G.  Jordan,  P.  N.  Dexter.  Eben  Seavey,  Fred.  B.  Sands ; 
Recording  Secretary,  J.  G.  Richardson ;  Treasurer,  A.  L.  Temple- 
ton. 

Portland. — The  Portland  Association  finds  a  useful  method 
of  working  among  young  men,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  kind- 
cess  to  those  who  are  strangers,  and  leading  them,  under  relig 
ious  Influences,  to  be  the  publication,  lu  Good  Seed,  of  the  Com- 
mittee's request  to  all  who  desire  its  cooperation  to  send  the 
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names  and  addresses  of  young  men  residing  or  about  to  reside  in 
that  city,  in  whom  they  are  interested,  with  such  particulars  of 
character  as  ihey  may  deem  proper  (which  will  he  strictly  confi- 
dential), to  W.  H.  Jordan,  Box,  3000. 

MASS  A  CM  USETTS. 

Boston. — The  meetings  at  the  Association-rooms  in  Boston 
have  sometimes  nine  hundred  persons  in  attendance.  Converts 
report  themselves  daily,  and  the  interest  knows  no  flagging. 
There  are  three  meetings  daily,  all  well  attended,  and  all  doing  a 
great  work. 

Lynn.— The  Lynn  Association  determined  to  have  a  new  build- 
ing, and  at  one  meeting,  recently  held,  raised  $5000  in  a  twenty- 
minutes  canvass.  This  amount  has  been  increased  to  over  $13,- 
000,  and  they  expect  soon  to  be  able  to  report  that  they  have  $25,- 
000— all  they  want. 

Marbleliead.— The.  Association  at  Marblehead  have  raised 
$1200  toward  their  new  building.  They  are  pushing  for  $10,000. 
The  Association  has  cards  containing  the  following  explanation 
abundantly  circulated :  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
depends  for  its  support,  mainly,  on  the  Christian  men  and  women 
of  our  town.  A  cent  a  week  from  each  and  every  professed  Chris 
tian  would  supply  ample  funds  for  the  running  expenses  of  the 
Association.  But  as  many  cannot,  for  various  reasons,  give  even 
this  small  sum,  others  must  meet  the  demand.  It  is  proposed  to 
divide  the  amount  desired  into  shares,  to  be  paid  as  follows :  1. 
The  shares  to  be  one  cent  each.  2.  Any  person  can  take  one  or 
more  shares.  8.  Shares  to  be  paid  in  advance  weekly,  monthly, 
semiannually,  or  yearly.  4  The  time  of  this  subscription  ex- 
tends from  Nov:  1,  1871,  to  Jan.  1, 1878— fourteen  months.  6. 
Shares  to  be  paid  to  duly-appointed  collectors  of  the  Association." 

Springfield.— -The  Springfield  Association  has  a  blank  circu- 
lar which  they  use  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  preliminary  in- 
formation of  young  men,  which  seems  to  strike  pretty  close. 
While  it  may  invite  criticism  on  account  of  its  rigid  character,  it 
has  the  ring  of  a  band  of  earnest  and  devoted  practical  workers. 

Here  it  is: 

"  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Rooms, 

Hurlbuht's  Block,  Main-street, 

Springfield,  Mass.,  February.  1872. 

"  Dear  Brother  :  The  Association,  desirous  of  reaching  and  in 

teresting  the  young  men  of  our  city,  have  adopted  measures  to 

ascertain  who  they  are,  where  they  are,  where  they  came  from, 

also  when  and  where  they  go.    Will  you  aid  us  in  obtaining,  for 

the  Association,  the  following  facts  relative  to  each  young  man  in 

John-street:  n»me,  age,  residence,  occupation,  employer,  home, 

where  attending  church,  whether  or  not  a  church-member  (If  not 

a  regular  church-goer,  how  he  spends  his  evenings  and  Sundays), 

and  when  he  leaves  the  city,  or  changes  his  residence,  where  he 
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"  For  your  assistance  in  this  work,  we  would  suggest  that  you 
use  every  means  in  your  power  to  Becure  the  cooperation  of  pro- 
prietors of  boarding-houses  and  heads  of  families  where  young 
men  make  their  homes,  so  far,  at  the  least,  as  reporting  to  you 
(by  means  of  blanks  or  otherwise)  the  names  of  new  boarders, 
and  such  other  information  as  may  be  useful  to  the  Association. 

"  The  duties  we  here  ask  you  to  discharge  are  delicate,  requiring 
self-denial,  watchfulness,  and  perseverance  on  your  part,  but 
'  The  Master  calleth  for  you.'  Can  you  afford  to  refuse  to  do 
His  work  to  the  extent  of  your  ability  t  You  know  that  grace 
and  wisdom  will  be  given  you,  for  the  asking,  to  enable  you  to 
be  efficient  in  this  important  work,  and  your  reward  comes  in  the 
consciousness  of  having  done  what  you  could,  and  richer  by  and 
by  up  yonder,  when  you  hear  the  welcome  plaudit,  'well  done." 
"Yours  truly,  John  Dob, 

"  Com.  of  Association." 

Townsend  Centre.— 'Rev.  G.  H.  Morse,  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  Townsend  Centre,  writes  to  us  concerning 


the  work  of  Mr.  Burnell  in  his  neighborhood.  He  says:  "The 
Burnell  meetings  have  proved  a  great  success.  Christians  hire 
been  greatly  stimulated  to  activity  for  Christ.  Sinners  have  been 
led  to  see  a  new  attractive  power  in  religion.  All  classes  hare 
been  benefited.  Our  association,  which  was  languishing  and 
apparently  dying,  is  resuscitated  and  filled  with  new  life.  Its 
members  are  feeling  strong  for  aggressive  work.  A  greater  sym- 
pathy than  ever  before  is  awakened  in  behalf  of  the  Association 
among  Christians.  Thanks  to  God,  and  to  dear  Bro.  Burnell,  and 
to  the  State  Committee  of  the  Association,  for  this  series  of  union 
meetings.  The  hand  of  God  is  evidently  seen  in  their  projection, 
in  the  planning  of  the  questions  for  discussion,  and  in  securing 
the  services  of  this  earnest  Christian  brother  to  conduct  them. 
The  remark  on  every  tongue  is : '  That  is  common-sense  religion.' 
1  That  is  my  ideal  of  what  a  Christian  should  be.'  '  Oh  I  that  we 
all  might  live  so.'  Could  such  a  series  of  meetings  be  held  in  our 
State  each  year  for  two  or  three  years,  we  should  not  longer  wit- 
ness languishing  and  dying  Associations  of  Christian  young  men; 
but  all  would  be  kept  alive  and  vigorously  active." 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore.— Sixteen  meetings  a  week  are  maintained  by  tin 
Baltimore  Association ;  a  very  good  sign  that  the  new  building, 
so  earnestly  prayed  and  energetically  worked  for,  will  be  a  blad- 
ing to  the  young  men  of  the  Monumental  City. 


MICHIGAN. 

Jackson.— -The  last  annual  report  of  the  Young  Men'i 
Christian  Association  shows  gigantic  strides  during  the  part  yen 
in  the  increase  of  its  library  and  library  fund.  Over  1000  volume) 
have  been  added,  making  1998  volumes  in  all.  The  readingroom 
has  been  fitted  up  with  additional  shelving,  painted,  etc  Tk 
Association  numbers  208  members,  02  names  having  been  added 
during  the  year. 

MINNESOTA. 
St.  Paul.— Under  date  of  April  30th,  our  friends  at  St.  Pail 
write  as  follows:  "The  cheering  reports  that  reach  us  iron 
month  to  month  through  The  Association  Monthly  aflbrd  n 
so  much  pleasure,  as  well  as  encouragement  to  press  forward  in 
the  good  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged,  that  we  are  tempted  to 
echo  back  the  watchword  of  progress  here  in  the  West  Xeror 
before  was  our  Association  in  so  healthy  and  flourishing  a  condi- 
tion as  now.  All  old  debts  and  liabilities  liquidated,  money  m 
the  treasury,  ample  pledges  to  meet  current  expenses,  and  (1500 
in  real  estate.  The  prominent  place  relief  work  occupies  in  ou 
Western  Associations  is  often  objected  to  by  our  Eastern  brethren, 
but  as  long  as  no  other  provision  is  made,  we  should  be  unwor- 
thy the  name  of  Christian  Association  if  we  failed  to  include  it 
in  our  work.  Let  us,  dear  brethren,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
Master's  vineyard  we  may  be  called  upon  to  labor,  do  with  our 
might  whatsoever  He  gives  us  to  do,  thankful  that  our  Assoc* 
tion  can  be  so  readily  adapted  to  any  and  all  branches  of  Chro- 
tian  work.  The  following  is  our  list  of  officers— namely :  Presi- 
dent, D.  B  Noyes,.  Jr. ;  Vice-President,  Thomas  Cochran,  Jr.; 
General  Secretary,  E.  W.  Chase;  Treasurer,  James  B.  Walih; 
Recording  Secretary,  H.  R.  Brill ;  City  Missionary,  E.  W.  Chaav 
Rooms.  No.  160  Third  street.  Work,  relief— three  mission  ser- 
vices, three  mission  Sunday-schools,  noon-day  and  weekly  prayer- 
meetings,  reading-room,  securing  employment  and  boarding 
places,  etc.,  etc 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Piscataqttog.— -The  old  Presbyterian  church  at  Piscataqoog 
Village,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  which  was  erected  in  1820,  was  » 
cently  purchased,  and  afterward  repaired  at  an  expense  of  $4009, 
by  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  H.  Harris,  the  widow  of  the  late  Lewis  F. 
Harris,  Esq.,  and  presented  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As*> 
elation.  On  Sunday  afternoon,  April  22d,  the  building  wa»  dedi- 
cated with  appropriate  ceremonies.    John  P.  Newell,  Esq..  *■• 
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President  of  the  Association,  Rev.  Dr.  Wallace,  Rev.  W.  J.  Tuck- 
er, Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Mr.  Tyson,  of 
Bedford,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hancock,  pastor  of  the  Christian  society 
of  Manchester,  participated  in  the  exercises.  Rev.  Dr.  Wallace, 
in  the  course  of  his  address,  remarked  that  only  five  persons  are 
living  in  Piscataquog  who  were  present  at  the  dedication  in  1830. 
One  of  these  was  General  Wm.  P.  Riddle,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  original  building  committee.  He  is  about  85  years  of  age, 
and  was  present  at  the  exercises. — Boston  Traveller. 


NEW-JERSEY. 

Elizabeth. — The  General  Committee  of  the  Association  here 
have  not  yet  selected  a  site  for  the  proposed  new  building.  At  a 
recent  meeting  the  Committee  on  plans  suggested  that  the  first 
floor  of  the  new  building  should  contain  a  reading-room,  library, 
parlor,  devotional  room,  and  gymnasium,  and  the  second  floor  a 
hall. 

Jersey  City. — At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Association, 
Mr.  W.  L.  Downs  presided.  Hon.  B.  F.  Randolph,  in  an  interest- 
ing address,  referred  to  the  importance  of  forming,  in  early  life, 
habits  of  virtue  and  religion ;  pointed  out  the  superior  advantages 
for  intellectual  culture  possessed  by  many  men  of  the  present  day ; 
urged  the  members  of  the  Association  to  be  active  and  zealous  in 
every  good  cause ;  and  closed  with  some  admirable  counsels  of  a 
practical  nature.  On  the  SOth  ult.  the  Literary  Society  of  the 
Association  had  a  debate  with  the  Everett  Literary  Union. 

Newark. — At  the  annual  meoting  of  the  Association  on  the 
13th  ult.,  a  new  board  of  officers  was  elected,  with  Mr.  Henry  F. 
Osborne  for  president.  A  complimentary  resolution  to  the  retiring 
president,  Mr.  Sutphen,  was  adopted.  On  the  20th  ult.  a  fair  and 
festival  in  aid  of  the  building  fund  began,  opening  with  a  prome- 
nade concert  by  Grafnlla's  Seventh  Regiment  Band.  The  pro- 
ceeds are  to  be  devoted  to  furnishing  galleries  and  orchestra-chairs 
for  the  hall,  which,  when  completed,  will  seat  2000  people,  and 
for  comfort  and  elegance  will  be  unsurpassed  by  any  auditorium 
in  the  State. 

Newton. — An  Association  has  been  organized  in  this  place, 
under  very  encouraging  circumstances,  and  an  excellent  prospect 
of  success.  The  following  are  the  officers:  President,  A.  J. 
Rudd ;  Vice-Presidents,  F.  M.  Hough,  R.  F.  Goodman,  B.  Stewart, 
J.  D.  Simmons ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  D.  Casterline ;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  C.  K.  Foster ;  Treasurer,'  L.  W.  Hough ;  Li- 
brarian, C.  Cannon ;  Assistant  Librarian,  George  Davison  ;  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  W.  P.  Nicholas,  T.  Case,  Charles  Woodruff, 
Thomas  Bonney,  H.  J.  Rudd. 

NEW-JcORK. 

Brooklffn.—M  the  last  meeting  of  this  Association,  the  di- 
rectors failed  in  their  effort  to  increase  the  fee  of  membership 
from  $3  to  $3  a  year.  Forty-six  new  members  were  received,  and 
the  following  directors  were  elected  for  the  next  five  years :  Rev. 
L.  W.  Bancroft,  D.D.,  Rev.  E.  G.  Andrews,  D.D.,  Wm.  W. 
Wicket),  Alanson  Trask,  Moses  H.  Beach,  and  Oliver  E.  Roberts. 

Fort  Edward. — The  cheering  intelligence  reaches  us  that 
at  Fort  Edward  an  Association  has  been  formed  "  for  the  purpose, 
of  doing  some  needed  work,"  Says  the  correspondent :  "  With 
some  discouragements,  matters  are  starting  qnlte  satisfactorily, 
and  we  hope  for  good  results.  The  object  of  the  Association  isHo 
ascertain  the  religious  condition  of  the  town,  and  stir  up  tbe 
churches  to  look  after  their  own  borders." 

Fulton. — The  second  anniversary  of  the  Association  at  this 
point  was  held  about  the  middle  of  April,  Mr.  H.  B.  Chamberlin, 
President,  in  the  chair.  Professor  James  Gilmore,  Rev.  T. 
Cooper,  and  Rev.  E.  G.  Thurber  took  part  in  the  exercises.  The 
reading-room  had  been  well  used  during  the  year.  The  devo- 
tional meetings  were  well  attended,  but  a  short  time  ago  they 
were  changed  into  Sunday-school  teachers'  meetings,  which 
brings  to  their  aid  the  superintendents  of  the  several  Sunday- 


schools.  Forty  thousand  pages  of  tracts  had  been  distributed 
The  lecture  course  was  self-sustaining.  The  report  suggests  an 
important  question  in  a  very  terse  way,  thus:  "The  need  that 
called  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Fulton  into  ex- 
istence two  years  ago,  still  remains.  The  practical  question  yet 
is,  Who  shall  have  our  young  men,  God  or  Satan  V 

NeW'York. — We  have  received  the  nineteenth  annual  re- 
port  of  the  New- York  Association.  Of  course,  it  reveals  a  large 
amount  of  work  done  as  it  should,  considering  the  great  facilities 
at  hand  to  aid  in  the  drawing  of  young  men  aside  from  the  world 
into  the  quieter,  more  genial,  and  more  joyous  walks  of  the 
Christian  life.  One  thing  is  very  clear  as  seen  from  this  docu- 
ment, that  is,  that  the  machinery  of  the  Association,  if  not  com- 
plete, is  so  nearly  so  that  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  amount  ot 
work  accomplished. 

LOOK  AT  IDE  APPARATUS. 

We  have  reports  from  the  Exwutive  Committee,  the  Finance, 
Rooms  and  Library,  Lectures,  Priming  and  Distribution,  Invitation 
Membership,  Reception,  Employment,  Boarding-houses,  Visitation 
of  the  Sick,  Social  Religious  meetings,  Open-air  meetings  and 
Church  Committees,  Literary  Society,  the  Western  Branch,  Har- 
lem Branch,  and  the  Eastern  Branch.  Under  these  various  heads 
is  a  working  force  of  active  Christians — young  men  formidable 
enough,  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  the  tremendous  external  forces  at 
work  in  antagonism,  is  more  than  equal  for  all  its  power.  Only 
in  the  excellency  of  organization  could  the  amount  of  work  ac- 
complished be  done.  In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Social 
Religious  Meetings  we  have  the  account  of  a  very  interesting 
work — that  of  prayer-meetings  in  cottages,  and  in  the  hospitals. 
At  one  of  the  meetings  held  in  Bellevue  Hospital,  the  leader  re- 
ports the  following  incident : 

A  GERMAN  CONVERTED. 

A  German  attracted  my  attention  one  night  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  by  coming  to  me  and  saying  in  his  broken  way :  "Meister 
I  shpeek  vit  you  von  a  zeeoer  veech  I  means  me,  verry  mooch 
ricked,  und  sorry  ever  zo  mooch  for  my  zeen ;  does  Jesus  loove 
me?  You  zay  can  I  coom do  Him  now?''  I  saw  that  his  heart 
was  touched,  and  told  him  how  he  might  know  that  Jesus  loved 
him,  and  after  a  season  of  prayer  I  left  him.  At  the  next  meet- 
ing, I  found  him  waiting  at  the  entrance  to  see  me,  when  he  said  : 
"  Verry  glad  do  meed  mit  you  more  thees  von  time.  Bleese  shtay 
und  dalk  mit  me  more  dees  night."  I  complied  with  his  request, 
and  found  that  he  was  earnestly  seeking  to  follow  Jesus.  I  gave 
him  such  advice  as  I  deemed  his  case  required,  and  left  him.  At 
the  next  meeting  he  met  me  at  the  gate,  saying :  "Meister,  I'm 
all  right  now,  und  I  veel  zo  happy  as  never  vas,  shoost  like 
anooder  man."  Then  he  told  me  of  his  family  in  "  Faderland," 
and  how  pleased  they  would  be  to  hear  he  had  become  a  Chris- 
tian, as  many  prayers  had  been  offered  for  him,  and  many  tears 
shed  over  him  ;  "  but,"  said  he,  "  dat  eez  all  right  now— all  hap- 
py 1" 

Schenectady.— The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Schenectady  As- 
sociation, recently  held,  was  an  animated  occasion.  Rev.  Dr.  Ver- 
milye,  Rev.  Mr.  Phraner,  Rev.  Mr.  Eaton,  Rev.  Dr.  Backus,  and 
Mr.  Nicholas  Coin,  President,  took  part  in  the  exercises.  From 
the  president's  report  is  gleaned  the  following  facts :  That  the 
membership  is  156,  of  which  61  are  active ;  that  417  regular  prayer- 
meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  and  they  hod  been  fraught 
with  good ;  that  open-air  services  were  held  on  Sundays,  from 
May  till  October ;  that  tracts  and  religious  papers  bad  been 
copiously  distributed ;  that  the  money  required  to  carry  on  the 
work  amounts  to  the  small  sum  of  from  $600  to  $800  annually, 
and  that  a  building  site  has  been  obtained  for  the  new  Association 
structure,  toward  which,  at  the  time  of  the  anniversary,  $28,050 
was  in  the  treasury,  and  more  promised.  No  plan  for  a  building 
is  to  be  adopted  until  the  sum  of  $30,000  shall  have  been  raised. 
The  president  took  occasion  to  observe,  in  closing  his  report,  that 
there  are  seventy-nine  public  places  where  liquor  and  beer  are 
sold  in  that  town,  and  that  in  many  of  these  places  cards,  dice,  and 
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other  species  of  gaming  are  carried  on,  with  other  inducements  to 
entice  the  young  and  lead  to  destruction  of  both  soul  and  body. 
Some  of  these  places  are  fitted  up  in  elegant  style  and  made  very 
attractive;  all  of  them  are  easy  of  access;  none  of  them  are  in  the 
third  story ;  all  are  kept  open  day  and  evening,  and  some  of  them 
on  Sunday.  What  have  we  to  counteract  all  this  tide  of  evil 
influence? 

TOUKO  MEN'S  SUNDAY  FACILITIES. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  hoars  on  the  Sabbath  and  daring  the 
week,  oar  churches  are  not  open  (a  little  arithmetic  would  show  it 
to  be  a  certainty  that  it  is  not  more  than  an  average  of  one  hour  a 
day  throughout  the  year  that  our  churches  are  open),  and  our 
young  men  have  no  public  place  of  resort  outside  of  the  Christian 
association,  except  bar-rooms,  saloons,  etc.  Then  where  shall  our 
young  men  spend  the  other  leisure  hours  of  the  year  ?  For  they 
have  024  Sunday  hours,  exclusive  of  eating  and  sleeping,  and 
about  1000  hours  of  secular  time,  for  which  no  provision  is  made 
by  the  churches.  Should  we  not  provide  for  this  large  time  some 
safe  and  attractive  place  of  resort  and  recreation  1 

UTTER  ROOMS. 

Our  rooms  are  the  only  safe  public  resort  for  the  many  young 
men  in  our  midst,  and  these  are  from  necessity  in  the  third  story. 
Our  young  men  need  social  and  intellectual  facilities,  and  we 
should  try  and  furnish  them.  A  cheerful  reading-room,  easy  of 
access,  a  good  library  and  wholesome  current  literature,  the  free 
lecture,  the  literary  society,  and  other  amusements — these  and 
all  other  agencies  that  tend  to  elevate  and  lead  to  a  higher  life 
and  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  we  should  use  to  this  end,  and  for 
the  glory  of  God.  And  we  rejoice  to-night  in  the  prospect  of  soon 
having  increased  facilities  for  carrying  on  our  work— even  a  build- 
ing— "  a  house  that  will  beat  the  public-house." 

OPFICEI18  OP  TIIE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Association :  Nicholas  Cain{ 
President ;  Prof.  Cady  Staley,  John  Cantine,  Vice-Presidents ;  Rev. 
R.  B.  Welch,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  L.  Hoyt,  Recording 
Secretary;  H.  S.  Edwards,  Treasurer;  L.  Hoyt,  Librarian. 

Syracuse.— The  Syracuse  Journal  has  an  interesting  report 
of  the  exercises  at  the  opening  of  the  new  rooms  of  the  Associa- 
tion, on  Tuesday  evening,  the  80th  ol  April,  from  which  we  are 
enabled  to  furnish  the  following : 

THE  ROOMS 

are  centrally  located,  over  Mr.  George  Steven's  store,  No  18  South 
Solina-street,  and  extend  from  the  front  to  the  rear  of  the  build- 
ing, nearly  or  quite  one  hundred  feet.  The  reading-room  occu- 
pies the  front  part,  and  is  already  supplied  with  many  of  the 
leading  newspapers,  magazines,  etc  In  the  opposite  end  of  the 
long  room,  and  separated  from  the  reading-room  by  the  entrance 
room  from  the  hall,  is  the  meeting-room,  provided  with  neat  but 
not  expensive  furniture,  besides  two  cases  containing  the  library 
of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Canfield,  consisting  of  about  one  thousand 
choice  volumes.  A  few  pictures  hang  upon  the  beautifully  whi- 
tened walls  of  both  rooms,  and  two  handsome  six-light  chande- 
liers, presented  by  Hon.  F.  E.  Carroll  and  Messrs.  Pierce  and 
Chase,  afford  abundant  light  in  the  evening.  The  floors  are 
tastefully  carpeted,  and  the  general  taste  displayed  in  preparing 
and  furnishing  the  rooms  is  unexceptionable. 

The  exercises  were  conducted  by  President  Hanchett.  A  hymn 
was  sung,  when  Rev.  J.  H.  Frazee  read  the  first  and  one  hun- 
dredth psalms,  after  which  Rev.  A.  F.  Beard  offered  prayer. 

BEV.   E.  A.   LECOMPTE'S   ADDRESS. 

The  old  Greek  generals  were  accustomed  to  mate  an  offering 
to  some  divinity  when  they  returned  from  a  successful  campaign. 
They  went  with  reverent  mien  up  the  slope  of  Parnassus,  on 
which  stood  the  temple  of  Apollo.  There  they  hung  up  their 
shields  and  spears,  and  deposited  a  tenth  of  the  spoils  of  war. 
This  same  emotion,  elevated  and  purified  by  a  Christian  faith,  is 
kindled  in  our  hearts  to-night.  The  opening  of  these  rooms 
marks  a  salient  point  in  the  progress  of  the  Syracuse  Young 


Men's  Christian  Association.    The  divine  blessing  has  attended 
successive  steps  in  the  past.    When,  a  few  months  ago,  an  add! 
tional  room  in  the  neighboring  block  afforded  limited  ftcUitiei 
for  a  reading-room  and  a  library,  a  most  important  point  wai 
gained.    Now  we  assemble  within  these  cheerful  walla  and  view 
these  more  spacious  apartments,  with  the  more  ample  accommo- 
dations for  the  purposes  of  the  Association.      Every  heart  re- 
joices in  an  occasion  which  is  vocal  with  promise  of  greater  use- 
fulness in  the  future.    It  is  a  subject  for  congratulation  that  tat 
expense  involved  in  an  increased  rent  and  in  the  furniture  <rf 
these  rooms  has  occasioned  no  diversion  of  funds  from  the  estab- 
lished work  of  the  Association.    To  many  of  those  who  bsjt 
aided  in  the  inauguration  of  this  new  departure,  a  new  feature  a 
the  work  has  been  disclosed,  as  they  have  been  asked  to  contrib- 
ute for  attractive  rooms,  to  which  young  men  might  resort  fa 
reading,  conversation,  and  social  enjoyment.    This,  as  one  of  the 
great  objects  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  has  o> 
larged  the  number  of  your  friends.    An  object  has  been  presented 
to  many  who  have  hitherto  known  but  little  of  the  Association. 
and  perhaps  to  some  who  have  had  but  small  sympathy  with  it, 
which  seizes  the  interest  of  every  friend  of  the  young,  and  ap- 
peals with  potent  energy  to  the  intelligent  conservera  of  soaetT. 
In  the  course  of  his  address,  the  speaker  alluded,  in  order,  to  the 
cheering  fact  that  the  new  rooms  were  furnished  and  opened  lor 
purposes  eminently  Christian  ;  that  they  saw  in  them   a  base  of 
missionary  operations ;  that  they  were  provided  with  ampin  and 
attractive  accommodations  for  social  and  devotional  meeting* . 
that  the  reading-room  and  library  were  the  gratifying  indication! 
of  progress!,  and  that  the  rooms  were  to  stand  open. 
Mr.  Lecompte  received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  address. 
Kev.  Dr.  Eddy  then  offered  the  following  resolution : 
"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  the  rooms  a' 
this  Association  should  be  opened  on  the  Sabbath-day  from  two 
till  six  o'clock  p.m." 

The  resolution  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion.  The* 
seemed  to  be  no  objection  to  opening  the  rooms,  bat  the  rtsoJc 
tion  was  construed  as  likely  to  embarrass  the  Board  of  Directs* 
in  their  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  met  with  oppoeitke  ce 
that  account.  Dr.  Eddy  finally  changed  the  reading  of  the  re» 
lution,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted,  as  follows  : 

"  Besotted,  That  we  recommend  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  opening  their 
rooms  en  some  portion  of  the  Sabbath." 

Rev.  Mr.  Lecompte  suggested  that  if  friends  of  the  Associates 
would  each  contribute  to  the  library  one  book,  the  effect  voali 
be  seen  in  its  large  increase.  He  put  his  suggestion  into  tie 
form  of  a  motion,  which  was  adopted. 

Several  matters  of  business  were  taken  up  and  disposed  ol 
when  another  hymn  was  sung,  the  benediction  pronounced  by 
Rev.  E.  G.  Thurber,  and  the  audience  retired,  much  delighted 
with  the  evening's  exercises. 

WiUiamsburgh. — At  the  annual  meeting  ot  the  Associatka 
on  the  evening  of  the  9th  May,  the  following-named  officers  woe 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  Henry  H.  TT»li  ;  Vice- 
President,  James  M.  Craig  ;  Treasurer,  A.  H.  Creagh ;  Secretaries, 
A.  G.  McDonald  and  A.Ward  Brigham ;  Librarian,  H.C.  Bcriver ; 
Registrar,  Charles  R.  Taylor ;  Managers,  W.  D.  Groom,  Jonathn 
Renshaw,  W.  F.  Thall,  W.  M.  Seymour,  L.  M.  Palmer,  Fnuk 
Hebbard,  John  Simmons,  and  Dr.  A.  Yon  der  Lake. 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati. — One  of  the  features  in  the  new  building 
movement  for  our  Cincinnati  brethren  is  the  great  interest  takea 
on  their  behalf  by  the  ladies.  A  meeting  oi  ladies  was  held  s 
few  weeks  ago  in  Pike's  Hall,  at  which  upward  of  $52,000 
pledged  for  the  Association  building.  Some  pungent  things  i 
said  at  that  meeting.  Col.  S.  S.  Fisher,  in  his  address,  sstt: 
"What  is  home  without  a  homestead t  We  have  loaf 
dwelt  in  tents — we  want  a  temple  of  oar  own.  We  need  a  largv 
and  handsomer  reading-room,  where  they  may  spend  the  evening 
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in  reading  the  current  literature  of  the  day.  We  need  a  room 
for  social  gatherings  and  for  musical  entertainments.  We  need  a 
hall  double  the  size  of  the  one  we  occupy  at  present.  We  have  a 
weekly  course  of  free  lectures  and  a  weekly  concert.  At  these 
gatherings  our  hall  is  filled  to  overflowing,  and  we  could  fill  one 
of  double  the  size,  and  do  twice  as  much  good.  We  want  a 
cheerful  room  for  chess  and  other  simple  amusements.  We  do 
not  wish  to  open  a  billiard  parlor,  although  this  is  sometimes 
spoken  of  as  the  end  and  aim  of  our  plans.  I  know  of  no  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  that  has,  or  proposes  to  have,  that 
adjunct;  but  wc  believe,  nevertheless,  in  harmless  amusement 
and  in  innocent  mirth.  We  need  rooms  for  the  stranger  and 
wayfarer.  We  need  committee-rooms.  We  want  a  suitable 
prayer-room.  In  short,  we  need  all  these  things  every  day.  We 
want  to  own  them,  so  that  we  may  feel  that  we  belong  to  the  city 
as  one  of  its  permanent  agencies  for  good.  We  have  called  on 
you  to-day  to  help  us  procure  such  a  home.    Will  totj  help 

Rev.  Eben  Halley  said :  "Christian  women  of  Cincinnati:  I 
have  implicit  confidence  in  the  business  qualifications  and  eco- 
nomic principles  of  women.  I  never  knew  a  financial  problem  in 
a  church  that  a  woman  could  not  solve.  We  want  your  assist- 
ance. Will  you  help  us?  Yes,  I  know  you  will.  We  want 
$150,000,  and  with  your  prayers  and  your  material  assistance  we 
will  get  it." 

Revs.  W.  T.  Moore,  Dr.  Skinner,  Dr.  Meredith,  and  Dr.  Hatfield 
followed  in  thrilling  appeals.  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  made  the 
direct  application  of  the  subject,  and  the  ladies  responded  to  the 
amount  of  $  52,005,  and  took  books  with  which  to  continue  the 
work. 

Cleveland. —The  Railway  Branch  of  the  Young  Men"B  Chris- 
tian Association  at  Cleveland  recently  dedicated  their  rooms  at 
the  Union  depot,  which  was'  fitted  up  by  the  three  companies 
which  run  into  the  depot  for  the  benefit  of  the  employes  of  the 
road,  at  the  request  of  the  officers  of  the  Association.  The  Leader 
says :  "During  week-days  the  room  will  be  used  as  a  rewrt  for 
the  men,  and  will  be  provided  with  a  library,  periodicals,  news- 
papers, and  other  reading  matter  for  the  entertainment  and  in- 
struction of  those  who  may  spend  their  leisure  hours  there.  The 
room,  has  been  finished  off  neatly,  the  walls  adorned  with  band- 
some  paper,  the  floor  covered,  a  raised  stand  built  on  one  side  oi 
the  room,  covered  with  Brussels  carpet  and  provided  with  a  sofa 
and  neat  walnut  desk,  the  walls  hnng  about  with  large  and  fine 
pictures  of  various  prominent  railroad  officials,  and  everything 
done  which  would  add  to  the  cheerfulness  and  comfort  of  the 
apartment." 

DEDICATION  SERVICES. 

The  dedication  services  were  interesting  and  impressive,  and 
were  participated  in  by  ministers  and  laymen,  while  the  large 
room  was  crowded  with  railroad  employes  and  their  families. 
The  programme  fur  the  occasion  helps  us  to  comprehend  the  im- 
portance of  the  meeting :  "  Voluntary — By  the  Choir.  Dosology — 
•  Praise  God.'  Reading  Scripture— By  Rev.  S.  Wolcott,  D.D.  In- 
vocation Prayer — By  Rev.  Wm.  II.  Goodrich.  Hymn — '  Oh !  could 
I  speak  the  matchless  worth.'  Introductory  Address — H.  A.  Sher- 
win,  President  Y.  M.  C.  A  Address— J.  II.  Devereaux,  Gen.  Man. 
L.  8.  &  M.  S.  R.  R.  Address— R.  F.  Smith,  Asst.  Gen.  Manager 
C.  &  P.  R.  R.  Voluntary— '  Leave  me  with  Jesus  '—Quartette- 
Messrs.  Walters,  Geer  and  Dockstader,  and  Miss  Rawson.  Ad- 
dress— H.  S.  Davis,  Esq.  Address— Rev.  James  Eells,  D.D.  Mu- 
sic— 'All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name.'  Dedicatory  Prayer1 — 
Rev.  A  H.  Strong,  D.D.  Hymn — '  Sound  the  battle-cry.'  Bene- 
diction—Rev. S.  Wolcott,  D.D." 

When  the  services  were  ended,  a  banquet  was  given  by  the 
ladies  in  the  dining-rooms  below,  and  all  were  invited  to  partake. 

Columbus. — The  Association  here  has  been  resuscitated.  A 
member  who  had  been  abroad  returned  so  inspired  with  the 
things  he  had  seen  and  heard  that  he  electrified  his  brethren. 
Two  beautiful  rooms  on  East  Broad-street,  nicely  fitted  up,  ate 


now  open.    Meetings  are  held  weekly,  and  on  Sunday  meetings 
are  held  in  the  country;    All  which  is  cheering. 

Toledo. — The  Toledo  Index  recently  acknowledged  good  ser- 
vice at  the  hands  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  for 
stamping  and  forwarding  to  its  office  letters  that  had  been  mailed 
by  the  senders  unstamped.  The  Index  says :  *'  If  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
sought  only'to  do  good  in  this  practical  manner,  it  might  be  a 
great  benefit  to  the  world ;  and  though  we  have  not  a  particle  oi 
sympathy  with  its  theological  spirit  or  purposes,  we  are  glad  to 
express  our  hearty  appreciation  of  all  the  practical  good  it  does. 
It  is  needless  to  add  tliat  more  than  enough  money  was  remitted 
to  it  from  this  office  to  pay  the  postage  on  the  letters  thus  for- 
warded." 

PENNSYL  VANIA. 

Germantmvn.- -During  the  last  three  months  the  Associa- 
tion reading-room  was  visited  by  2173  persons.  It  costs  the  very 
moderate  sum  of  $75  per  year  to  supply  the  tables  with  reading 
matter.  Some  new  books  have  been  added  to  the  library.  The 
property  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  has  been  purchased  by 
Mr.  Adamson,  President,  and  is  now  held  for  the  use  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. Arrangements  have  been  made  to  give  the  community 
an  opportunity  to  aid  in  erecting  a  new  building. 

Philadelphia.— From  the  lost  report  of  the  Philadelphia 
Association,  it  appears  that  the  active  membership  is  1234 ;  asso- 
ciate, 1074 ;  life  and  sustaining,  426.  The  Young  Men's  Home, 
opened  during  the  past  year,  is  now  in  successful  operation.  A 
branch  reading-room  lias  been  opened,  which  promises  to  be  a 
valuable  aid  in  the  work  of  the  Association.  1535  situations  were 
furnished  during  the  year ;  1441  young  men  were  introduced  to 
homes  through  the  Boarding-house  Committee ;  285  persons  were 
sheltered  and  comforted,  and  38  were  assisted  in  returning  to 
their  homes  ;  400  persons  visited  the  reading-room,  on  an  average, 
daily ;  26,567  books  were  loaned  from  the  library ;  200,000  tracts 
were  distributed,  and  1360  religious  meetings,  especially  to  help 
young  men,  were  held;  111  sermons  were  preached  to  young 
men — a  record  to  be  grateful  for. 

Scranton. — The  Scranton  Association  now  numbers  more 
than  six  hundred  members,  and  new  ones  are  being  added  at 
each  monthly  meeting.  The  number  of  visitors  is  about  one, 
hundred  and  fifty  daily.  There  is  a  museum  and  library,  which 
are  well  appreciated  and  patronized. 


RHODE    ISLAND. 

Westerly. — Rev.  J.  P.  Hubbard,  it  is  stated,  has  given  his 
check  for  f  1000  toward  aiding  in  the  erection  of  a  building  for 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 


TEXAS. 

Houston. — A  correspondent  of  the  Obierver,  at  Houston 
writes :  "  A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  been  organ- 
ized here.  It  is  hoped  it  is  placed  on  a  permanent  basis.  Should 
it  succeed,  it  is  believed  the  system  will  spread  throughout  the 
larger  towns  of  the  State." 

BRITISH   PROVINCES. 

New-Glasgow,  N.  S. — A  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
thirty  or  more  associations  that  are  in  Pictou  County,  Nova- 
Scotia,  was  held  in  New-Glasgow,  the  first  week  in  April.  [A 
report  of  the  proceedings  reached  us  May  15th".]  The  object  of 
the  convention  was  to  establish  a  system  of  intervisitation.  In 
doing  this  they  were  divided  into  six  groups,  representatives  of 
which  are  to  arrange,  as  occasion  may  suggest,  for  the  uniting  of 
the  Association  forces  to  carry  on  the  work  in  such  manner  that 
the  smallness  of  any  organization  may  not  disqualify  it  for  its 
share  of  duty.    It  was  decided  to  hold  cottage  prayer-meetings 

as  a  means  of  Christian  work.    The  presence  and  services  of  Mr. 
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B.  C.  Hone  wore  acknowledged  in  the  most  cordial  and  affec- 
tionate terms.  The  convention  was  one  of  marked  harmony 
throughout,  and  great  results  are  looked  for  from  its  work. 

St.  Catharines, — The  Executive  Committee  for  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  at  their  last  meeting  subscribed  $5000  to  be  expended  in 
the  visitation  of  Associations. 

The  colored  young  men  of  St.  Catharines  are  about  to  organ- 
ize an  Association.    So  says  the  Montreal  Witness 


ENGLAND. 

Leeds. — The  sixteenth  annual  report  of  the  Association  at 
Leeds  has  arrived,  and  contains  such  an  exhibit  of  substantial 
work  done,  especially  department,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
brief  notice  in  the  last  Monthly,  we  must  call  attention  to  the 
Leeds  brethren  once  more.  In  his  report,  the  Secretary  stated 
that  the  educational  classes  have  never  been  more  successful. 
They  had  been  more  numerously  attended;  the  labors  ot  the 
teachers  had  been  highly  appreciated,  and  the  spirit  of  emulation 
among  the  pupils  had  been  unprecedented.  Above  700  entries 
had  been  made  into  13  classes,  being  an  increase  of  140  over  the 
past  or  any  previous  year.  The  pupils  of  the  elementary  class, 
under  the  able  instruction  of  Mr.  London,  gained,  in  addition  to 
forty-one  certificates,  no  less  than  fonr  out  of  six  prizes  offered  by 
the  Yorkshire  Board  of  Education  for  competition  among  the  va- 
rious institutions  of  the  country ;  and  at  the  annual  examination 
of  the  Society  of  Arts,  two  prizes  and  fifty-four  certificates  were 
awarded  to  our  candidates,  against  twenty-four  certificates  in 
1870.  Two  of  the  teachers,  Messrs.  T.  London,  and  J.  B.  Tiffany, 
also  received  certificates  of  competency  from  the  Society  of  Arts. 
The  Art  Class,  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Messrs.  J,  W. 
and  T.  N.  Palliser,  had  risen  to  a  position  surpassed  only  by  one 
such  class  in  the  United  Kingdon  (out  of  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  classes),  although  laboring  under  the  disadvantages  ot  too 
limited  accommodation  and  unsuitable  rooms.  From  the  Art 
Department,  South  Kensington,  they  had  eighty-two  certificates 
and  thirty-one  prizes ;  while  the  total  grant  amounted  to  £77  13s. 
6d.  Their  friends  would  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  Mathematical 
and  French  Classes  were  never  so  large  or  promising.  The 
Science  Classes  were  fairly  represented  at  the  May  examinations, 
and  although  the  standard  was  considerably  raised,  but  few  fail- 
ures were  recorded  against  our  students.  Altogether  forty-nine 
candidates  passed  in  physical  geography,  chemistry,  mathematics, 
botany,  etc.,  receiving  five  Queen's  prizes.  The  grant  from  the 
Department  for  science  teaching  was  £34  12s.  0d.,  being  a  great 
increase  over  any  former  period. 

Prof.  Leone  Levi,  in  alluding  to  the  various  scientific  classes, 
said :  It  was  gratifying  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion had  taken  up  these  branches  of  secular  learning.  There  was 
no  opposition  between  Christianity  and  science,  and  it  was  wrong 
to  suppose  that  a  young  man  who  was  pious  ought  to  be  ignorant 
of  science.  The  scientific  man  had  opportunities  of  observing 
the  wonderful  works  of  God  deeper  and  better  than  a  person  of 
lower  intelligence,  and  the  young  Christian  man  ought  to  con- 
sult the  works  of  science,  and  to  think  deeply  and  seriously  on 
those  recondite  subjects  which  tend  to  the  elevation  of  man,  and 
above  all  the  glory  of  God, 

The  classes  represented  appear  to  be,  handwriting,  anatomy  and 
physiology,  drawing,  book-keeping,  arithmetic,  inorganic  chemis- 
try, mechanics,  English  history,  geometry,  building  construction, 
nautical  astronomy,  magnetism  and  electricity,  geography,  etc. 

Liverpool. — The  nineteenth  annual  report  of  the  Liverpool 
Association  is  full  of  interest.  Its  items  reveal  a  variety  of  work 
in  connection  with  the  Association  which  manifest  strength  and 
usefulness.  The  topics  covered  by  the  report  are  these :  The  Sun- 
day afternoon  Bible-class ;  the  Thursday  evening  Scripture  con- 
versational and  devotional  meeting ;  the  monthly  union  prayer- 
meeting  ;  Saturday  night  mission ;  tract  distribution ;  new  year's 
tract ;  Sunday  morning  prayer-meeting ;  tea  meetings ;  Secretary's 
-.nestings  for  conference  and  prayer ;  lectures ;  visiting  sick  young 


men ;  employment ;  young  men's  temperance  society ;  news-roo 
and  library ;  evening  educational  classes ;  literary  and  detain 
society ;  junior  literary  and  debating  society ;  chess  and  drangt 
club ;  fortnightly  entertainments ;  the  cricket  club,  and  the  ewh 
ming  club.  The  receipts  for  the  year  1871  amounted  to  £7111 1 
lid.,  or  about  $8000,  and  the  expenditures  to  about  $38  la 
The  membership,  including  167  honorary,  numbers  878.  Of  tha 
over  180  are  under  18  years  of  age.  "  Tea,  coffee  and  other  i 
freshments  are  supplied  at  the  lowest  possible  charges  st  • 
hours." 

Malton. — An  Association  formed  here  a  year  ago  meett  we 
the  hearty  sympathy  and  encouragement  of  the  churches.  1: 
annual  meeting,  held  recently,  was  well  attended. 

Manchester. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  donors  and  rcl 
scribers  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  a  commite 
previously  appointed  submitted  their  report,  which  showed  tip 
had  secured  premises  at  69  Piccadilly,  and  two  houses  in  Mots 
Pleasant  and  Clifford-street,  as  branches  for  the  Bury  New  Bet 
and  Oxford  Road  districts  respectively.  Donations  and  sntaoif 
tions  to  the  amount  of  £1085  had  been  promised,  of  which  £11 
had  been  received.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  Houldsworth)  said  tk 
he  understood  that  they  had  money  enough  promised  to  cur;  a 
operations  for  three  years  at  least,  taking  the  expenses  at  £*. 
per  year,  lie  thought  the  Association  should  be  made  seitflj- 
porting  its  far  as  possible.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Haslam,  secoate 
by  Mr.  Boiih,  the  report  was  adopted. 

Newport,  Isle  of  Wight.— The  Newport  Association  la! 
been  awakened.  Its  members  were  recently  invited  to  ttleta 
with  each  other,  which  they  did.  When  this  was  over,  tit? 
were  informed  of  their  duties  and  responsibilities,  very  eloqtst 
ly,  by  Mr.  James  Eldrige,  the  President ;  Rev.  E.  Boucher  Juki 
M.A,  Rev.  W.  H.  Mltter,  M.A.,  Rev.  F.  VVestvall,  Rev.  J.  li» 
M.A.,  and  Mr.  Councillor  Aldridge  Everybody  felt  encounpt 
and  ready  to  enter  anew  into  the  work  of  the  Master. 

Oxford.— The  Messenger  says :  "  A  branch  of  the  Assocno 
is  now  established  at  this  ancient  and  loyal  city,  with  ittba* 
quarters  in  the  Town  Hall.  The  list  of  vice-presidents  tndwis 
several  of  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church,  and  also  nm» 
ters  of  some  of  the  leading  Evangelical  denomination  TW 
Sunday  afternoon  Bible-class  meets  at  half-past  five,  and  wet*" 
received  the  syllabus  of  subjects  to  March  31st.  A  useful  re- 
mittee is  appointed,  and  the  society  numbers  about  fort;  mem- 
bers.   The  Honorary  Secretary  k  Mr.  N.  L.  Gcdye." 

Heading.— This  Association  now  has  excellent  rooms  1»« 
central  situation.  A  recent  visit  of  Mr.  Shipton,  Secretary  of  * 
London  Association,  resulted  in  an  increase  of  earnestness  oa  & 
part  of  the  members. 

Hyde.— The  fourteenth  annual  tea-meeting  of  the  BydeA*» 
elation  was  a  fine  afiair.  Mr.  R,  A.  Tarlton,  of  Ventnor,  p» 
sided.  From  the  report  it  appeared  that  the  debt  on  the  bnM 
ing  had  been  liquidated.  The  various  branches  of  work  \d 
progressc  J  satisfactorily.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  inwo* 
ad  to  £-'27  Is.  3d.  Prizes  were  awarded  to  a  number  of* 
members  for  proficiency  in  their  class  studies. 

Shrewsbury.— At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  AssoclitM"8 
was  stated  that  the  Bible-class  had  been  very  successful.  Th 
attendance  varied  from  twenty  to  forty,  which  is  good  for  » tm 
town.  The  prayer-meetings  were  well  sustained.  The  libit? 
was  well  used,  and  new  books  of  value  had  been  added  to  it-4" 
gifts  of  friends.  The  funds  were  somewhat  behind  the  prerW 
year,  and  not  at  all  satisfactory. 

Southport— The  members  of  this  Association  sat  downtt 
tea  together  recently,  and  talked  over  the  visit  of  their  delejtx* 
to  the  Convention  of  Associations  in  London.  The  event  spp*!8 
to  have  Inppired  the  members  with  a  deeper  interest  in  w* 
work.  Qj£ 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION    M0N1HLY. 


105 


Surbtton. — The  membership  of  this  Association  last  year  was 
fifty-two.  One  member  had  left  for  the  United  States,  another 
had  offered  himself  as  a  city  missionary,  and  others  had  thrown 
themselves  into  all  sorts  of  Christian  effort,  drawing  strength 
from  their  own  devotional  meetings.  The  members  take  tea  to- 
gether once  every  quarter. 

Whitby, — The  Association  here  is  a  new  one.  Its  Bible- 
classes  are  well  attended.  It  has  a  good  committee,  and  not  only 
means  work,  bnt  is  working. 

Worcester. — The  Association  in  this  city  has  been  happy  in 
receiving  the  support  of  all  the  denominations.  It  is  working 
well,  and  realizing  good  results. 

York. — The  ancient  city  of  York  has  an  Association,  the  mem- 
ben  of  which  are  complained  of  as  supeificial  workers.  A  mis- 
sionary has  been  employed  to  work  among  them.  This  plan,  it 
,  is  presumed,  will  result  in  a  more  thorough  organization  by  way 
of  committees. 

SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen. — The  active  membership  of  the  Aberdeen  Asso- 
ciation at  the  time  of  its  last  annual  meeting  was  ninety-seven. 
Old  plans  have  been  carried  on  more  vigorously,  while  new  meth- 

1  ods  of  usefulness  have  been  created.  Two  new  Bible-classes  were 
formed  during  the  year.    Daring  the  year  members  distributed 

1  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  217,978  tracts,  at  an  expense,  all 
told,  of  a  little  over  $570.  Suitable  rooms  are  much  needed. 
The  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Association  appear  to  be  in  a  satis- 
factory condition. 

Hathrjate.— There  was  reported,  at  the  Inst  annual  meeting,  a 
■  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  members,  and  the  interest  in  the 
_  work  has  greatly  increased. 

'  Cupar,  Fife.— At  the  twentieth  anniversary  of  this  Associa- 
>  tion  the  membership  was  reported  at  twenty-seven.  The  town  is 
:  small. 

Dundee. — From  the  seventh  annual  report  of  the  Dundee 
:  Association,  it  appears  that  there  are  450  members.  The  Treas- 
i  urer's  account  showed  a  balance  of  over  $600  against  the  Asso- 
,  elation,  although  the  ordinary  income  for  the  year  exceeded  that 
i  of  the  previous  one  by  $10.  They  have  secured  a  building  in  a 
i  central  part  of  the  town,  well  adapted  for  all  the  purposes  of  the 
i  Association.  The  building  was  formerly  known  as  the  Watt 
,  Institution,  on  Constitution  Road.  They  expect  soon  to  be  able 
to  clear  off  the  debt. 


MISCELLANEO  US. 

Auckland,  New- Zealand.— At  the  seventeenth  annual 
meeting  of  the  Association  in  this  far-distant  town,  the  report  set 
forth  the  Bible  class  as  being  the  principal  point  of  interest.  The 
average  attendance  at  the  meeting  was  fifty.  The  financial  con- 
dition of  the  Association  is  improved.  The  whole  work  is  going 
on  well. 

Honolulu. — The  position  of  the  Association  in  relation  to  the 
Temperance  reform  has  been  engaging  the  attention  of  its  mem- 
bers for  some  time.  At  the  March  meeting,  the  pervailing  sen- 
timent seemed  to  be  that  whatever  might  be  the  individual  action 
of  the  members  in  regard  to  abstinence  pledges  and  temperance 
societies,  the  effort  of  the  Association  should  rather  be  toward 
moulding  public  opinion  upon  intemperance,  than  through  the 
special  methods  of  reform  inflaence  more  properly  belonging  to  a 
distinctively  temperance  organization.  The  annual  meeting  for 
the  election  of  officers  was  held  April  12th.  The  result  has  not 
yet  reached  us. 

Jersey,  Cliannel  Islands.— The  Association  here  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  All  the  classes  have  been  carried  on  daring 
the  year  with  much  spirit  and  success.  The  library  has  been  well 
used.    The  number  of  members  now  on  the  list  is  233. 


Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa.— This  Association  num 
bers  only  twenty  members.  It  is  a  novelty,  and  no  results  of 
work  are  yet  noted. 

Notes  from  the  Quarterly  Messenger.— Oat  Conti 
nental  intelligence  informs  us  that  the  question  of  "  strikes  "  is 
receiving  serious  attention  in  many  Associations.  The  price  of  a 
German  and  of  a  Swiss  Messenger  has  been  advanced  in  conse- 
quence of  an  advance  of  wages  which  has  been  obtained  by  the 
printers,  and  the  appearance  of  the  Stuttgart  Messenger  has  been 
considerably  delayed  because  of  a  printers'  strike  in  that  town. 
At  the  same  time  the  various  Messengers  contain  interesting  arti- 
cles on  this  same  subject,  such  as  "  The  First  Strike  Recorded  in 
History  (that  of  the.  Plebians  in  Rome),"  "  The  Relations  between 
Capital  and  Labor,"  "  Between  Masters  and  Servants,"  "  Among 
the  Jews,"  and  others.  Let  us  hope  that  the  agitation  which  this 
vexed  question  is  producing  everywhere,  may  not  cause  any  dis- 
turbance or  disunion  among  the  Continental  Associations. 

The  Swiss  Journal  des  Unions  ChrUiennes  has  entered  upon 
the  nineteenth  year  of  its  existence,  and  is  now  being  published 
under  the  joint  editorship  of  MM.  Entile  Galley,  L.  Favey,  and  L. 
Burnier,  the  first  of  whom  is  the  agent  of  the  Union.  This  publi- 
cation contains,  among  the  usual  practical  and  devotional  articles, 
in  its  January  number,  the  music  and  words  of  a  sacred  song,  bor- 
rowed from  the  English. 

The  Elberfeld  Messenger  brings  a  correspondence  from  Alsace, 
from  which  we  gather  that  the  Associations  at  Strasburg,  and 
other  Alsatian  towns,  have  considerably  diminished  since  young 
men  from  Germany,  soldiers,  artisans,  and  others,  have  begun  to 
attend  the  meetings.  The  former  members  refused  to  associate 
with  the  new  comers,  and  discontinued  their  attendance.  It  has 
now  been  decided  to  issue  a  circular  to  all  Associations  in  Alsace, 
stating  that  those  members,  either  French  or  German,  who  still 
refuse  to  receive  any  Christian  brother  of  another  nationality,  can- 
not in  future  be  considered  within  the  Union  of  the  Confederated 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 

There  will  be  a  prize  exhibition  of  drawings  by  members  of  the 
Associations,  in  connection  with  the  next  annual  Conference  of  the 
Rhemsh-WestpbaHan  Associations. 

The  Dutch  Associations  have  issued  a  special  appeal  to  raise  a 
fund  which  will  enable  them  to  render  material  help  to  such  of 
their  Associations  as  may  require  it.  It  is  particularly  intended 
to  advance  sums  of  money  to  Associations  which  have  no  suitable 
place  of  meeting,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  obtain  respectable  rooms 
that  will  attract  young  men  instead  of  repulsing  them.  We  wish 
our  Dutch  brethren  much  success  in  this  movement,  and  hope 
that  the  General  Conference,  which  Is  to  meet  at  Amsterdam  in 
August,  will  assist  it. 

From  Holland  we  have  further  interesting  particulars  from  our 
beloved  brother,  Eoole,  of  Middleburg,  who  writes :  "  On  January 
31st  we  had  our  annual  meeting.  The  report  showed  an  increase 
of  members  from  twenty-three  to  thirty-eight.  For  want  of  a 
leader  the  Bible-class  languished.  Now  again,  as  before  my  mar- 
riage, it  has  been  my  business.  I  long  for  an  early  closing  move- 
ment, all  warehouses  here  being  open  till  10  p.m.  Another  Asso- 
ciation in  the  town  is  in  disunion  from  denominational  causes. 
We  still  cling  to  our  Bible  and  neutrality ;  and  we  are  convinced 
it  is  the  safest  policy." 

WOMEN'S    CHRISTIAN   ASSOCIATIONS 
Philadelphia,  Pa.— Mr.  G.  I.  Riehe  gave  readings  from 
Shakespeare  and  Dickens  at  the  Amateur  Drawing- room,  in  Seven- 
teenth-street, on  the  14th  ult.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Women's 
Christian  Association. 

Portland,  Me.,— The  Women's  Christian  Association  of 
Portland,  Me:-,  continues  to  be  actively  engaged  in  the  Christian 
work  of  tract  distribution,  visitation,  prayer-meetings,  and  free 
classes  of  instruction.  The  last  department  has  been  unusually 
prosperous  the  present  season,  the  attendance  being  regular,  the 
order  good,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  the  different  branch- 
es taught  highly  satisfactory.  The  school  is  under  the  charge  ol 
a  paid  lady  superintendent,  assisted  by  the  free  voluntary  ser- 
vices of  several  teachers.  The  Association  is  making  efforts  to 
secure  a  home  for  girls.  They  already  possess  a  small  fund,  and 
a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  solicit  further  donations  for  the 
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CURRENT   LITERATURE. 

How  to  Live  with  God.— You.  tell  ine  that  the  age  and  the 

Church  make  such  demands  upon  your  time  and  thought  you 
have  scarce  a  chance  for  the  cultivation  of  personal  holiness ; 
you  are  too  busy  to  think,  meditation  is  out  of  the  question,  and 
time  for  prayer  is  rescued  with  a  struggle  from  the  active  duties 
of  an  absorbing  life.  I  have  a  lively  sense  of  your  experience. 
I  am  tempted  in  all  those  points  like  as  you  are.  And  it  is  well 
to  remember  that  our  bleated  Lord  when  He  Walked  this  earth 
for  our  salvation  left  behind  not  only  the  merits  of  His  final  sac- 
rifice as  He  offered  up  His  life  for  our  redemption,  but  also  that 
beautiful  life  of  His  which  remains  for  our  example.  He  went 
about  doing  good.  It  cannot  be  that  His  stirring,  moving,  rest- 
less habits  interfered  with  His  habitual  intercourse  with  God  the 
Father.  It  was  not  needful  for  His  personal  piety  and  daily  food 
of  soul  that  He  should  go  to  the  mountain-top,  or  the  garden,  or 
the  wilderness,  to  spend  long,  solitary  hours  in  prayer.  He 
sought  retirement  when  His  wants  compelled  Him  to  such  re- 
treats. But  His  life  was  with  His  fellow-men.  He  was  active, 
laborious,  untiring  in  His  efforts  to  do  the  work  He  came  to  do ; 
and  why,  dear  friend,  should  not  those  who  love  Christ  make 
Him  the  model  of  their  own  lives,  and,  like  Him,  be  always  at 
work,  doing  f—  Walking  with  God,  by  Samuel  Irenaut  Prime. 


T/ie  Light  of  Ages. — The  young  Bible  student  may  not  be 
so  fortunate  as  to  possess  any  copy  of  the  Word  of  God  that  the 
mere  antiquarian  would  very  highly  prize  or  covet;  but  the 
book  that  he  loves  to  study  may,  through  him,  become  historic 
in  its  influence,  as  did  the  Bible  that  young  Luther  read  at  Er- 
furt. Inspired  by  the  truths  it  reveals,  and  actuated  by  the  prin- 
ciples it  inculcates,  his  shilling  copy  of  the  sacred  Scriptures 
may,  through  him,  affect  the  hearts  of  the  companions  of  his 
evening  walks,  or  of  the  subjects  of  his  Sabbath  toll ;  and  in  fu 
ture  ages,  when  every  secret  thiDg  shall  be  made  known,  it  may 
be  discovered  how  God's  truth,  radiating  from  Him  as  from  a 
heaven-illuminated  centre,  has  attracted  within  the  religious 
world  men  who  became  historic  personages  in  the  Church  of 
Christ,  and  who,  in  their  own  persons,  and  in  the  fruit  of  their 
labors,  have  contributed  to  the  fulfilment  of  that  glorious  pre- 
diction :  "  He  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  shall  be 
atisfied." — Bible  Lore,  by  Rev.  J.  Gotoper  Oray. 

Legitimate  Amusement. — Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations of  the  country  are  doing  a  glorious  work.  They  have 
fine  reading-rooms,  and  all  the  influences  are  of  the  best  kind.  I 
believe  the  time  is  coming  when  these  Associations  will  also  sup- 
ply physical  recreations — when,  added  to  their  reading-rooms  and 
to  their  prayer-meetings,  there  will  be  gymnasiums  and  bowling- 
alleys,  where,  without  any  evil  surroundings,  our  young  men 
may  get  physical  ai  well  as  spiritual  improvement.  We  are 
dwindling  away  to  a  narrow-chested,  weak-armed,  feeble-voiced 
race,  when  God  calls  us  to  a  work  in  which  he  wants  physical  as 
well  as  spiritual  athletes.— Rev.  T.  Be  Witt  Talmage. 


out  at  the  theatre.  Wherever  it  offers  its  fascinations,  children 
are  a  great  nuisance.  If  the  measles  come  to  the  little  ones  the 
week  that  Mrn.  Drew  plays,  Mrs.  Drew  triumphs,  and  the  measles 
go  under.  This  institution  has  rnn  its  red  hot  ploughshare 
through  hundreds  of  domestic  circles.  The  average  theatre  i*i 
the  sworn,  bitter,  everlasting  foe  of  the  home-circle.  What  will 
that  mother  say  when  she  goes  up  to  God,  and  God  asks  : 
"  Where  are  your  children  ?''  She  will  say :  "  One  of  them 
turned  out  to  be  a  defrauder,  and  another  went  off  from  home, 
and  was  never  heard  from  again.  I  did  all  I  could  for  them — that 
is,  I  gave  three  dollars  a  week  to  a  good  Irish  nurse,  and  it  was 
her  business  to  take  care  of  them."—  Rev.  T.  JDeWitt  Talmage 


Tits  Dignity  of  Trade.— Believe  that  if  you  open  the  in- 
ner eye  to  the  higher  aspects  and  bearings  of  trade,  it  offers  aa 
fair  a  field  as  any  other  God-giving  calling  for  the  exercise  of 
your  loftiest  and  manliest  powers.  Beware  of  dividing;  yourscl" 
into  the  man  and  the  tradesman.  Be  the  man  throughout — the 
man  who  can  enter  into  God's  counsel  about  humanity,  and  can 
help  Him  to  work  out  His  great  plan  for  the  education  of  our 
race.  The  redemption  of  commerce,  as  well  as  of  everything 
else,  can  only  come  from  letting  the  light  of  God  in  upon  it,  un- 
derstanding what  God  meant  it  to  be,  and  then  handling;  it  de- 
voutly as  a  thing  which  has  a  sacredness  of  its  own — a  temple 
which  has  its  own  altar  of  sacrifice,  and  its  shrine  of  truth. 
And  that  you  may  be  a  trader  after  this  loftier  pattern,  set  the 
Lord  always  before  you.  In  no  calling  can  a  man  hope  to  live 
nobly,  faithfully,  justly,  but  by  constant  fellowship  with  Goi 
Yon  must  fall  back  on  your  Christianity  to  sustain  and  justify 
you  in  your  commercial  well-doing ;  no  meaner  stay  -will  stand 
the  strain.  You  must  believe  in  and  reach  a  hand  through  the 
veil  to  grasp  the  recompense  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just. 
What  the  world  watches  and  pines  for,  though  it'  knows  it  but 
dimly,  is  an  art,  a  statesmanship,  a  science,  and,  above  all,  a  com- 
merce, to  which  the  Christian  idea  shall  be  a  light  and  an  inspi- 
ration ;  whose  work,  begun,  continued,  and  ended  in  God,  ahali 
promote  evermore  His  honor  and  glory  among  men.  Then  shall 
our  merchants  be  princes,  and  our  traffickers  the  honorable  ot 
the  earth  again. — Buying  and  Selling  and  Getting  Gain,  by 
J.  Baldwin  Brown,  B~A. 


Not  of  this  World.— I  have  this  day  seen  this  Christian 
city  (Naples),  and  have  seen  so  little  teaching  of  the  Nazarene 
that  I  think  men  have  forgotten  Him.  Was  He  in  those  eager 
crowds  that  hung  about  with  lean  faces  and  tattered  garments  ? 
Was  He  among  those  dirty  children  and  miserable-looking  wom- 
en ?  Was  He  in  the  solemn,  meaningless  chants  of  the  church- 
es ?  Was  He  in  the  ornaments  and  ceremonious  prolusions  of 
the  procession*  I  saw  ?  Was  He  in  the  stolid  faces  of  the  monks  ? 
Was  He  in  the  glitter  of  the  shops,  the  proud  bearing  of  the  rich 
in  their  carriages,  the  gay,  unconscious  prattle  of  the  fashion 
able?  Where  was  He?  I  could  almost  see  His  enemies — the 
self-righteous  Pharisees — stand  at  the  corner  and  say  their  pray- 
ers, "  that  they  are  not  such  as  those."  Ah  !  only  in  thy  mild, 
soft  eyes  was  He  at  all — was  some  of  His  Spirit  I — From  Dark 
Blue. 

The  Tlieatre  a  Domestic  Enemy.— I  charge  upon  the 
average  theatre  the  fact  that  it  is  the  enemy  of  domestic  life. 
There  are  many  places  in  this  country  where  there  are  father, 
and  mother,  and  children,  but  no  home.  The  children  are  hand- 
ed over  to  irresponsible  employes,  while  father  and  mother  are 


Fresh  Springs. 

Too  true  it  is !    On  every  side 

Wo  look  in  vain  for  Christ's  true  Bride  1 

We  hardly  recognize  her  now. 

So  taint  the  glory  on  her  brow ! 

She  lives  an  outside  life — not  void 

Of  talents  usefully  employed. 

The  tilted  vessel  overflows, 

But  day  by  day  more  empty  grows : 

Too  seldom  is  it  filled  with  care, 

By  meditation  and  by  prayer, 

For  ChrUt's  own  Bride — how  strange  to  own  !— 

Is  seldom  with  her  Lord,  alone  1 

Is  it  not  strange  ?    With  what  surprise 
Must  it  be  seen  by  angel  eyes  I 
But  that  my  own  deceitful  heart 
In  all  these  scenes  has  borne  a  part, 
The  sad  reality  would  seem 
The  groundless  terror  of  a  dream  ! 
—From  Hymn*  by  the  author  of  the"  Old,  Old  Story.' 

The  End  of  Vicious  Amusements.— Qo  forth,  O  peo- 
ple 1  to  your  lawful  amusements.  God  means  you  to  he  happy. 
But  when  there  are  so  many  sources  of  innocent  pleasure,  why 
tamper  with  anything  that  is  dangerous  and  polluting?  Why 
stop  our  ears  to  a  heaven  full  of  songsters,  to  listen  to  the  hiss  of 
a  dragon?  Why  turn  back  from  the  mountain-side,  all  abloom 
with  wild  flowers,  and  adash  with  the  nimble  torrents,  and  with 
blistered  feet  attempt  to  climb  the  hot  sides  of  fire-belching  Coto- 
paxi  ?  The  day  comes  when  the  men  who  have  exerted  evil  is- 
fluence  upon  their  fellows  will  be  brought  to  judgment.  Scene: 
The  Last  Day.  Stage :  The  Rocking  Earth.  Enter :  Dukes,  Lords, 
Kings,  Beggars,  Clowns.  No  sword.  No  tinsel.  No  crown.  For 
footlights :  the  kindling  flames  of  a  world.  For  orchestra :  the 
trumpets  that  wake  the  dead.  For  gallery :  the  clouds  filled 
with  angel  spectators.  For  applause :  the  clapping  floods  of  the 
sea.  For  curtain  :  the  heavens  rolled  together  as  a  scroll.  For 
tragedy :  the  Doom  of  the  Destroyed.  For  the  last  scene  of  the 
fifth  act:  the  tramp  of  nations  across  the  stage — some  to  the 
right,  others  to  the  left.  "These  shall  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment,  but  these  into  life  eternal."— Rev.  T.  DeWitt  Tal- 
mage. 
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The  Danger  of  Contracting  DeW.— All  good  young 
men  read  the  Bible,  yet  they  despise  its  exhortations  if  they  be- 
gin or  carry  on  business  by  discounting  or  going  to  the  money- 
lender. The  money  is  leadiog  them  on  to  treacherous  ground, 
and  any  day,  and  with  scarcely  a  -warning,  thoir  feet  may  sink  in 
the  deep  mire.  Once  involved  in  debt,  it  is  the  hardest  struggle 
in  the  world  to  get  clear  of  it,  and  under  it  many  a  sensitive  na- 
ture has  entirely  broken  down.  I  do  not  know  anything  more 
painful  than  the  sight  of  an  honorable  firm  of  merchants  strug- 
gling on  for  years,  and  at  last  obliged  to  yield  to  their  inevitable 
late.  We  are  all  responsible  in  the  sight  of  God  for  the  position 
in  which  we  leave  our  property  to  those  who  come  after  us.  Let 
the  idle,  the  depraved,  the  spendthrift  urge  their  inefficiences  and 
shortcomings  as  reasons  for  resorting  to  the  debt  system  ;  but 
let  no  young  man  with  industry,  ability,  and  honorable  principle 
think  to  excuse  himself  on  the  plea  that  he  may  succeed  quicker, 
or  get  on  a  little  faster,  by  going  into  debt — a  very  doubtful  plea 
even  at  best,  when  we  remember  that  it  is  Ood  alone  who  can 
give  prosperity  in  commerce,  or  in  anything  else. — Labor,  Com- 
merce, and  Manufacture*,  6y  Wm.  Brown. 


PERSONAL. 

Malan. — Major  Malan,  a  grandson  of  Rev.  Ctcsar  Malan,  of 
Geneva,  long  known  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
in  America  as  a  devoted  servant  of  Christ  in  the  British  army, 
has  left  the  brightest  prospects  of  speedy  promotion  to  become  a 
missionary  to  the  heathen.  He  writes  to  a  friend  in  Montreal 
that  he  means  to  visit  England  to  see  his  family,  and  will,  if 
possible,  be  present  at  the  approaching  Young  Mt>n's  Christian 
Association  Convention  at  Lowell. 


Manchester. — The  Bishop  of  Manchester,  England,  who 
claims  to  be  a  young  man,  while  addressing  a  gathering  of  rail- 
way employes  recently,  said  he  wondered  what  their  ideas  were 
of  the  Gospel ;  because,  from  what  he  had  heard,  one  would 
imagine  that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  mere  bundle  of  dogmas 
or  precepts  necessary  for  children  to  learn  before  passing  an  ex- 
amination before  the  Government  inspector,  and  which  were  dis- 
regarded or  lost  when  they  grew  to  be  men  and  women.  The 
view  of  Christianity  was  to  set  before  people  great  examples  and 
a  body  of  principles,  not  dogmas  and  rules.  He  wanted  them  to 
bo  able  to  decide  for  themselves  on  the  basis  of  solid  principles, 
and  not  take  their  religion  from  hearsay  or  second-hand.  There 
was  much  agitation  about  the  proper  mode  of  conducting  public 
worship  ;  but  the  great  principle  of  St.  Paul  was  that  it  should 
be  done  decently  and  in  order  unto  edification.  One  man  liked  a 
great  deal  of  singing — let  him  have  it ;  another  liked  the  psalms 
said — let  him  have  it ;  others  would  have  their  preacher  preach 
in  the  surplice— let  them  do  so.  The  men  he  saw  before  him 
were  not  all  of  the  same  height,  nor  of  the  same  temperament, 
and  so  it  was  with  these  observances.  So  long  as  there  was  ns 
superstition,  no  false  doctrine,  h«  thought  they  had  satisfied  the 
requirements  of  the  Gospel  as  regarded  public  worship.  Another 
question  agitating  the  public  mind  was  that  of  politics.  Perhaps 
they  thought  he  was  going  to  say  something  about  politics,  but 
he  should  say  nothing  of  politics  in  the  narrow  sense  in  which 
the  word  was  used.  The  great  fault  he  had  to  find  with  politics 
was  the  extreme  unfairness  of  those  engaged  in  political  life  in 
not  giving  others  credit  for  the  same  sincerity  as  themselves. 
The  political  articles  in  the  newspapers  would  never  give  credit 
for  fair  dealing  and  sincerity.  Politics  did  not  mean  a  man  being 
a  Conservative  or  a  Radical,  or  belonging  to  this  or  that  clnb.  It 
meant  seeking  after  the  best  interests  of  the  nation,  securing  the 
greatest  happiness  for  the  greatest  number,  by  every  legitimate 
and  lawful  means.  This  was  what  political  science  meant,  when 
Plato  and  Aristotle  taught  it.  Christianity  taught  public  spirit, 
patriotism,  and  obedience  to  the  law ;  and,  above  all  things,  it 
taught  men  to  be  lair  toward  their  opponents,  and  the  discounte- 
nance of  all  mean,  pitiful  ambition. 


Bute. — Rev.  Dr.  Camming,  of  London,  in  a  recent  lecture,  re- 
ferred to  the  marriage  of  the  Marquis  of  Bate.  He  said  he  only 
wished  the  noble  Marquis  had  married  the  lady  whom  he  first 
wanted  to  marry,  and  who  wanted  to  marry  him.  But  her  views 
differed  from  his  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  she  refused  to 
sacrifice  her  Protestant  principles,  and  therefore  the  engagement 
tame  to  an  end.  He  had  the  strongest  impression  that  the  young 
Marquis  would  yet  be  a  Protestant,  and  he  would  tell  them  why 
he  thought  bo.    His  mother  was  a  member  of  his  flock,  and  was 


one  of  the  most  devoted  Christian  women  that  ever  lived,  and  his 
reminiscences  of  her  teaching  must  strangely  contrast  with  his 
recently  adopted  principles.  The  Marquis  was  most  amiable  as  a 
youth,  and  he  (the  speaker)  was  one  of  thoBe  who  thought  that 
of  all  influences  that  extended  to  remotest  relations  a  mother's 
prayers  were  the  most  powerful,  and  that  they  would  eventually 
be^  answered.  If  ever  there  was  a  mother  who  prayed  for  her 
child  it  was  the  mother  of  the  young  nobleman. 


Spubgeon. — Mr.  Spurgeon,  in  addressing  a  meeting  in  connec- 
tion with  the  annual  conference  of  the  Pastors'  College,  referred 
to  certain  phases  of  modern  thought.  He  said  that  he  had  been 
censured  by  a  certain  paper  for  having  spoken  hard  things 
against  the  modern  school  of  thought.  He  would  only  say  that, 
if  he  had  uttered  anything  that  appeared  hard,  It  was  intensely 
soft  and  gentle  to  what  he  would  say  if  ha  knew  how  to  say  it, 
for  he  had  no  feeling  toward  it  but  that  of  nnextinguishable  hate. 
He  loved  the  men,  but  pitied  their  mistakes.  He  respected  their 
characters  wherever  they  were  respectable  men,  and  generally 
speaking  they  were  so ;  but  he  regarded  the  modern  school  of 
thought  as  being  Satan's  principal  instrument  for  undermining 
the  citadel  of  truth.  Many  of  these  men  were  using  the  arts  of 
Jesuits,  for  some  held  views  contrary  to  the  churches  over  which 
they  presided,  while  others  did  not  scruple  to  take  texts  and 
preach  from  the  Bible,  in  whose  inspiration  they  did  not  believe. 
Toward  them  he  had  the  same  feeling  as  God  had  toward  evil, 
only  he  could  not  feel  it  in  the  same  infinite  degree ;  but  if  there 
was  any  epithet  they  could  fling  at  him  that  would  show  his  hos- 
tility toward  them,  he  trusted  they  would  say  it.  Be  felt  flat- 
tered by  their  contempt  and  gratified  by  their  animosity. 

Bkecheb. — I  went  to  a  small  town  in  Indiana,  the  last  one  in 
the  State  toward  Cincinnati,  on  the  Ohio  river.  It  had,  perhaps, 
five  or  six  hundred  inhabitants.  It  had  in  it  a  Methodist,  a  Bap- 
tist, and  this  Presbyterian  church  to  which  I  went.  The  church 
would  hold  from  about  a  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  peo- 
ple—certainly not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty.  It  had  no 
lamps  and  no  hymn-books.  It  had  nineteen  female  members, 
and  the  whole  congregation  could  hardly  raise  from  $200  to 
$250  as  salary.  I  took  that  field  and  went  to  work  In  It.  Among 
the  earliest  things  I  did  was  to  beg  money  from  Cincinnati  to 
buy  side  lamps  to  hang  up  in  the  church,  so  that  we  could  have 
night  service.  After  being  there  a  month  or  two,  I  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati again,  and  collected  money  enough  to  buy  hymn-books. 
I  distributed  them  in  the  seats.  Before  this  they  lined  out  their 
hymns.  I  recollect  one  of  the  first  strokes  of  management  I 
ever  attempted  in  that  parish  was  in  regard  to  these  hymn-books. 
Instead  of  asking  the  people  if  they  were  willing  to  have  hymn- 
books,  I  just  put  the  books  into  the  pews ;  for  there  are  ten  men 
that  will  fight  a  change  about  which  they  are  consulted  to  one 
that  will  fight  it  when  it  has  taken  place.  I  simply  made  the 
change  for  them.  There  was  a  little  looking  up  and  looking 
around,  but  nothing  was  said.  So  after  that  we  sang  out  of 
books.  Then  there  was  nobody  in  the  church  to  light  the  lamps, 
and  they  could  not  afford  to  get  a  sexton.  Such  a  thing  wag  un- 
known in  the  primitive  simplicity  of  that  Hoosier  time.  Well,  I 
unanimously  elected  myself  to  be  the  sexton.  I  swept  out  the 
church,  trimmed  the  lamps,  and  lighted  them.  I  was,  literally, 
the  light  of  that  church.  I  didn't  stop  to  groan  about  it,  or  moan 
about  it,  but  I  did  it.  At  first,  the  men  folk  thereabout  seemed  to 
think  it  was  chaff  to  catch  them  with,  or  something  of  that  kind, 
but  I  went  steadily  on  doing  the  work.  After  a  month  or  so  two 
young  men,  who  were  clerks  in  a  store  there,  suggested  to  me 
that  they  would  help  me.  I  didn't  think  I  wanted  any  help ;  it 
was  only  what  one  man  could  do.  Then  they  suggested  three  or 
four  of  us  taking  one  month  each,  and  in  that  way  they  were 
worked  in.  It  was  the  best  thing  that  ever  happened  to  them. 
Having  something  to  do  in  the  church  was  a  means  of  grace  to 
them.  It  drew  them  to  me  and  me  to  them.  None  of  them  were 
Christian  young  men ;  but  I  consulted  them  about  various 
things,  and  by  and  by  I  brought  a  case  to  them.  I  said  :  "  Here 
is  a  young  man  who  is  in  great  danger  of  going  the  wrong  way, 
and  losing  his  soul.  What  do  you  think  is  the  best  means  of 
getting  at  him  ?"  It  made  them  rather  sober  and  thoughtful  to 
be  talking  about  the  salvation  of  that  young  man's  soul,  and  the 
upshot  was  that  they  saved  their  own.  They  very  soon  after- 
ward came  into  the  Spirit,  and  were  converted  and  became  good 
Christians. 

Hefworth. — Rev.  George  H.  Hepworth,  at  a  late  union  meet- 
ing of  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  opened  the 
discussion  upon  the  question,  "  How  shall  the  Christian  meet  the 
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modern  scepticism,  or  free  religion  of  the  day  t  also  another  sub- 
ject, at  the  evening  session,  "  Oar  young  men— their  dangers. 
What  shall  we  do  lor  them  t  What  ought  they  to  do  for  them- 
selves t"  _^^^^__ 

Result  of  Timidity.— Timidity  lingers  so  long  ovor  obsta- 
cles, and  shrinks  so  sensitively  from  difficulties,  that  a  long  train 
of  confused  speculations  end  in  nothing.  So  nothing  is  attained, 
and  the  poor,  feeble  waverer  finds,  too  late,  that  time  and  tide  are 
lost.  The  syren  song  of  exaggerated  precaution  has  lost  him  his 
opportunity:  inexorable  fate  closes  her  account ;  the  harvest  is 
past  the  summer  is  ended  ;  hesitation  has  been  his  ruin ;  he  has 
pondered  on  the  future  which  God  does  not  permit  us  to  explore, 
till  the  present,  the  only  *ime  which  we  can  justly  call  our  own, 
has  been  squandered  in  irresolution— surest  proof  of  a  feeble 
soul,  wanting  that  grand  self-reliance  which  makes  not  only  he- 
roes in  a  Pagan  sense,  but  Christian  heroes  of  frr  higher  type. 

To  Tliem  tfiat  Endure.— hetthe  good  man  repose  his  soul 
in  peace.  There  is  sympathy  for  distressed  virtue  in  the  skies. 
Calmly  let  worth  behold  the  triumph  of  the  wicked,  "  who  flour- 
ish like  a  green-bay  tree."  As  we  approach  the  cold  waters  of 
the  Jordan  of  death,  how  futile  become  earths  sympathies! 
High  over  the  battlements  of  the  eternal  city  streams  a  light 
which  puts  to  shame  that  luminary  we  are  accustomed  to  regard 
as  glorious.  Floating  there  are  breezes  so  genial  and  sweet,  that 
the  wildest  dreams  of  our  most  impassioned  poets  never  oon- 
ceived  their  celestial  fragrance. 


JESUS,    THE   SINKER'S   FRIEND. 

Thou  who  didst  on  Calvary  bleed. 
Thou  who  dost  for  sinners  plead, 
Help  me  in  my  time  of  need, 
Jesus,  Saviour,  hear  my  cry  t 

In  my  darkness  and  my  griel, 
With  my  heart  of  unbelief, 
I,  who  am  of  sinners  chief, 
Jesus,  lift  to  Thee  mine  eye  I 

Foes  without  and  fears  within, 
With  no  plea  Thy  grace  to  win, 
But  that  Thou  canst  save  from  sin, 
Jesus,  to  Thy  cross  I  fly  I 

There  on  Thee  I  east  my  care, 
There  to  Thee  I  raise  my  prayer, 
Jesus,  save  me  from  despair, 
Save  me,  save  me,  or  I  die ! 

When  the  storms  of  trial  lower, 
When  I  feel  temptation's  power. 
In  my  last  and  darkest  hour, 
Jesus,  Saviour,  be  Thou  nigh  I 
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Fragrant  Toilet  Soap3  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials,  and  are  known 

as  the 

STANDARD 

by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  in 
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L0CKW00D  UNION. 

NEJ-W  YORK. 
Ber.  Lewis  0.  Locxwood,  PreHdent;  Edward  X. 
Swiet,  Secretary;  Hon. Horace  Greklet,  Treat. 
The  UNION  ia  now  organizing  a  Chtustiaic  Coi*. 
our  to  locate  In  Washington  Territory.  Send  for 
maps,  circulars,  Ac.,  to  Booms  64  and  65  No.  53 
Broadway,  New  York,  or  address  F.  O.  Box  8608. 
New  Tort  
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HAWKES'  PATENT  rOTOTA!*  PEK. 
Warns  Tiw  Houm.  Holder  tits  any  pen.  By 
Mall,  Nickel,  $1.00:  Rubber,  $1.50,  $3.00  and  $3.50: 
also  superior  quality  Gold  Pens,  fiubbor  and  Gold 
Pencils,  etc.  Peru  repaired  60c  each.  Send  stamp 
lor  Circular. 

GEO.  F.  HAWKES,  66  Nassau  St.,  N.  T. 
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THE  ATLANTIC  WHITE  LEAD 

AJTD 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead,  Dry  and  in  Oil, 

RED  LEAD  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red  Lead     etc 

ALSO, 

LINSEED     OIL, 

Baw,  Boiled,  and  Befined. 

ROBERT   COLGATE   &   CO., 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

SS7  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 


ACEXT8    WANTED    FOK 

JESUS 
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FRANCIS  &  LOUTREL, 

No.  45  MAIDEN  LANE, 

Stationers,  Printers,  and  Manufac- 
turers of  Patent  Spring-Back 
Acconnt  Books. 

An  kind*  of  Brat-class  Stationery,  Writing  Papers. 
Desks,  Portfolio*.  Scrap-Books,  Expense  Books, 
Diaries  for  1878,  Pocket  Cutlery,  Csrds,  Cbnesmen, 
Wallets,  etc..  etc.  We  keep  everything  in  our  line, 
and  sell  at  lowest  prices. 

Patent  Composition  for  Printers'  Inking  Boilers. 


USE 

JOHN    DWIGHT  <X  CO.'S 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur* 
poses.    Established  1846. 

11  Old  Slip,  Now- York, 
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6TEAMEBS  SAIL  BEGULABLY  FBOM 

NKW-1TOBK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Mo 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passenger 
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Passengers  booked  at  throngh  rates  to  and  from 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  first  class  in 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  safe,  com 
fortablc,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  their 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  excelled 
by  any  other  line  1 1 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  In  Currency. 

From  New-York  lo  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  London- 
derry, or  Queenstown,  Cabins,  $69  and  *7S;  Bound 
Trip,  $130 :  Intermediate.  $83:  Steerage  $W. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80 ;  Bound  Trip, 
$140 ;  Intermediate,  $87;  Steerage,  138. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam, 
Cabins,  $30  and  $90 :  Round  Trip,  $160 ;  Intermedi- 
ate. $40 ;  8  teerage,  »85. 

BbT"  Children  o  ne  to  twelve  years,  half  tare.  In 
fcnts  under  one  year  free. 

Company's  Offices  s 

HENDERSON  BROS.,  Agents. 


detached  lever  movements,  $28  each,  usual 
price  $45.  Ladles' Frosted  Watches,  Ladles' 
•      Enamelled  Watches,  Ladies'  Watches  set 
I     with  Diamonds;  Pendant,  and  Key-Winders. 
Ladies'  Watches,  with  Nickel  Works  and 
Baby  Jewels.    A  large  assortment  from  re- 
cent Forced  Sales,  at  panic  prices.    Goods 
sent  C.  O.  D.,  privilege  to  examine.    This 
e  cheapest  and  beat  lot  of  Ladies'  Watches  I 
have  yet  offored  to  the  readers  of  this  paper,  WHICH 
IS  ENOUGH  TO  SAY  OF  THEM. 

F.  J.  NASH,  712  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

Worthy  of  the  fullest  confidence.— Chrittta*  Ad- 

wcafa,N.T. 
Just  what  he  represents  them.— ChrUtian  Pnfoft 
All  that  Hr.  Nash  says  may  he  relied  upon.- 

Chrittian  at  Work. 
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YOUNG    MEN   AND    POLITICS. 

BY  ST.  CLAIB  X'KELWAY. 

Tint  young  men  can  be  relied  upon  to  save  the  country.  So 
the  stump-speakers  and  partition  writers  of  both  sides  declare. 
But  what  can  be  relied  upon  to  save  the  young  men  1  "  When 
the  devil  comet  after  Louis  XlV.,  what  will  become  of  the  King 
of  France  V  The  young  men  are  losing  themselves  in  the  pur- 
suits emptily  called  saving  the  country.  Indeed,  the  evil  possi- 
bilities and  tendencies  of  practical  politics  affect  the  young  men 
of  this  country  to  a  degree  justifying  grave  apprehension  and 
most  earnest  inquiry.  The  wrong  must  be  in  tbe  mode,  not  the 
thing  itself.  Politics,  in  exact  definition  the  science  of  govern- 
ment, has  degenerated  into  a  system  to  put  or  keep  certain  men 
in  office,  or  to  secure  or  forge  enough  votes  to  that  end. 

The  manifestations  these  perverted  forms  of  politics  put  on  al- 
most inevitably  attract  or  require  young  men.  The  associations 
surrounding  such  exercises  and  the  habits  they  breed  almost  in- 
evitably undermine  the  character  and  foul  the  actions  of  those 
young  men.  Politics,  which  used  to  be  an  honor,  is  now  an  emol- 
ument. It  used  to  be  a  pastime ;  it  is  now  an  industry.  It  used 
to  be  the  occasional  occupation  of  all  citizens ;  Jt  is  now  the  con- 
tinuous "  profession  "  of  a  few.  It  holds  oat  f  pecial  and  tempt- 
ing baits  for  young  men.  The  older  men — the  statesmen  and 
orators— are  pnt  forward  to  do  the  public  work.  The  private  work 
falls  to  the  younger  men.  It  is  this  private  work  which  is  de- 
moralizing. To  speak  to  thousands  is  honorable  and  fascinating. 
So  it  is  to  write  for  tens  of  thousands.  The  orator  and  the  editor 
are  held  to  accuracy,  candor,  and  fairness  by  the  wholesome  crit- 
icism and  rivalry  they  are  subjected  to.  But  no  such  "  lets  "  in- 
terfere with  the  more  private,  silent  workers.  The  young  men 
must  oversee  the  enrolments  in  each  district.  The  young  men 
must  throng  and  "  boss "  the  primaries.  The  young  men  must 
"  clean  out "  all  opposing  faction.  The  young  men  on  election- 
day  must  peddle  and  "  doctor  "  the  tickets— the  latter  requiring 
the  wrong  party  name  to  be  printed  at  the  top,  or  the  wrong  can- 
didates' names  to  be  printed  within  the  body  of  the  ballot.  The 
young  men,  too,  must  "  bring  out  the  last  man  to  the  polls  " — 
see  to  it  that  a  foreign-born  citizen's  papers  are  all  right,  when 
likely  they  are  known  to  be  all  wrong — be  ready  to  challenge  for 
delay  the  votes  of  citizens  when  the  contest  is  close,  or  swear  in 
the  votes  of  aliens,  and  pioneer  the  way  for  roughs  or  repeaters 
to  do  their  dirty  work  in  the  name  of  the  party.  All  these, 
young  men  are  depended  upon  to  do.  These  are  the  universal 
Incidents  of  "  saving  the  country  "  and  destroying  the  moiety  of 
the  youth  of  the  cities. 

There  are  yet  other  diabolical  duties  falling  to  their  share. 
In  tbe  "  social "  elements  of.  politics,  or  rather  what  is  known  as 
"  personal  politics,"  young  men  go  in  ardently,  and  come  out  set 
on  fire  of  hell.  Every  young  man  in  politics,  with  a  stock  of 
money  or  muscle  greater  than  his  fellows,  organizes  the  latter 
into  "clubs"  or  "associations."  Every  big  thief  in  office  in 
Brooklyn  or  New-York  has  his  "club"  or  "association."  They 
are  composed  almost  always  of  young  men.  In  election-times 
they  form  meetings  and  processions.  In  summer-time  they  go  on 
picnics.  In  winter-time  they  hold  balls.  At  all  times  the  ex- 
penses of  these  affairs  are  likely  to  come  out  of  the  public  treasury. 
The  "  boys  "  strike  the  leader.  The  leader  taps  the  exchequer. 
While  none  of  these  kinds  of  celebrations  need  be  viciously  in- 
dulged, they  are,  as  a  rule,  of  a  vicious  character.  Drunkenness, 
fighting,  lewdness,  gambling,  obscenity,  and  cognate  atrocities 


are  the  characteristics  or  outgrowths  of  these  clubs  and  associa- 
tions. In  nothing  else  does  strength  of  nature  bo  assert  itself. 
The  boldest  are  always  the  leaders,  and  the  weakest  soon  long  W 
emulate  them  in  free  and  easy  sinning.  As  "governments  "  or 
elections  on  a  local  scale  are  now  conducted,  this  personal  follow- 
ing is  indispensable  to  any  aspiring  politician.  The  "clubs  "  and 
«'  associations  "  are  mostly  able  to  keep  going  aU  the  year  round, 
because  enough  of  their  members,  able  to  pay  the  current  ex- 
penses, seek  and  secure  sinecures.  The  extra  expenses  are  met 
by  a  system  of  blackmail  on  candidates  or  officers  sugar-coated 
with  the  name  of  subscriptions. 

There  are  other  fallow  fields  of  folly  and  plunder  in  which  tho 
politics  of  the  period  finds  scope  for  young  men.  Enough  has 
been  indicated,  however,  to  show  the  ruin  wrought  to  young  men 
by  "public  life  "as  at  present  cultivated  and  achieved.  It  is  a 
dark  and  horrible  picture ;  one  of  which  profanity  is  the  back- 
ground, violence  the  light,  gambling  tho  side-view,  drinking  the 
foreground,  and  ballot  box-stuffing,  debauchery,  embezzlement, 
false  oaths,  and  a  rivalry  only  in  bad-doing,  the  relieving  tints. 
This  picture  has  produced  a  wrong  effect  on  these  who  have  seen 
it  so  far.  It  has  kept  out  of  active  politics  tho  sort  of  young  men 
who  ought  to  be  in  it.  The  ruffians  and  aU  the  thieves  have  en- 
joyed in  their  fell  practices  an  isolation  from  young  men  belter 
than  they.  Such  an  isolation  is  what  the  wretches  want.  It 
frees  them  from  interference  and  accountability,  except  to  "  rings." 
which  reward  them  in  proportion  to  their  unscrupulousness.  The 
respectable  Christian  young  men  of  this  land  give  these  rascally 
young  men  such  a  wide  berth  that  their  real  political  duties  are 
neglected.  Put  a  rough,  a  drunkard,  or  a  gambler  between  a  re- 
fined young  man  and  the  polls,  aud  ten  to  one  he  won't  vote  at 
all.  He  passes  by  on  the  other  side  of  what  he  ought  to  do.  If 
voting  were  morally  optional,  this  might  do.  But  to  vote  in  our 
land  is  a  moral  duty.  We  are  presumed  to  fine  or  imprison  a  man 
for  voting  twice  or  more.  There  ought  to  be  a  law,  and  it  ought 
to  be  executed  (as  many  laws  are  not)  affixing  a  penalty  to  neg- 
lect to  vote  once,  sickness  or  absence  from  the  district  being  the 
only  valid  excuse.  It  is  the  voting  that  is  not  done  that  makes 
all  the  mischief :  either  the  non-vote  fraudulently  "  counted,"  or  the 
non-vote  culpably  omitted.  Cities  are  the  sores  on  the  body  poli- 
tic. A  full  suffrage,  each  vote  counting  just  one,  would  probably 
right  many  wrongs  and  bowl  out  many  thieves.  Such  a  suffrage 
no  great  American  city  l.as  ever  enjoyed.  Yet  on  only  such  a  suf- 
frage can  the  merits  or  inadequacy  of  self-government  depend. 
Let  those  who  prate  of  the  failure  of  free,  full  suffrage  clues  wait 
till  that  suffrage  be  pure ;  rather  let  them  work  to  purify  it,  and 
then  see  if  their  skepticism,  with  reference  to  Democratic  Repub- 
lican institutions,  won't  change  to  faith. 

This  should  be  the  work  of  moral  and  Christian  young  men. 
Let  them  go  into  politics  in  order  to  make  it  better.  In- 
stead of  denouncing  repeaters,  let  them  watch  the  polls  so  closely 
that  repeating  will  be  impossible.  State  and  Federal  authority 
alike  pay  that  homage  to  free  elections  involved  in  passing  laws 
designed  to  make  them  fair.  The  trouble  is,  the  laws  are  not  en- 
forced. There  is  enough  law  to  make  elections  ideally  fair.  Not 
until  the  worthy  young  men  of  these  States  rally  to  make  those 
laws  a  terror  to  evil-doers  will  our  Federal  system  attain  what  its 
founders  meant  it  should.  Not  only  will  government  be  elevated, 
official  life  clarified,  but  the  great  mass  of  young  men  who  are 
now  doing  the  devil's  business  in  politics  will  be  first  defeated, 
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apples  are  stolen  oat  of  an  orchard  to  one  out  of  a  barrel.  Twen- 
ty young  men  insensibly  embrace  the  easy  means  of  wrong  doing 
politics  offers  to  one  who  deliberately  enters  politics  for  the  pa  • 
pose  of  debauching  it  and  himself.  It  is  because  bad  influences 
almost  monopolize  practical  politics  that  the  vicious  are  either  at 
traeted  to  it,  or  the  well-meaning  and  irresolute  who  enter  it  are 
made  vicious. 

The  present  elementary  processes  of  politics  will  undergo  no 
change  for  many  years  to  come.  Enrolments,  primaries,  conven- 
tions, nominations,  and  elections  by  majorities  will  not  improba- 
bly continue  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  of  this  generation.  The 
•young  men,  then,  who  would  better  politics  must  move  on  the 
plane  of  these  process*.  This  is  important  to  be  borne  in 
mind.  Another  thing  must  not  be  forgotten :  the  most  flagrant 
abuses  politics  can  be  charged  with  are  with  reference  to  purely 
local  oontests.  This  is  fortunate  for  reform.  It  may  be  political- 
ly important  who  goes  to  Albany  or  Washington.  But  in  local 
oontests,  partisanship  has  worked  the  devil's  welfare,  not  the 
community's.  If  a  man,  by  voting  for  a  political  opponent  for  a 
purely  local  office,  can  rebuke  his  own  party  for  nominating  an  ig- 
noramus or  a  scoundrel  for  the  same,  he  is  no  good  citizen  unless 
he  administer  that  rebuke.  A  few  such  rebukes  would  be  enough. 
Convince  even  a  ring  that  honesty  is  the  beet  policy,  and  it  will 
become  very  politic.  If  the  ring  go  to  pieces  in  the  effort,  to 
much  the  better.  Nov  the  young  men  of  American  cities  resol  ved 
on  reform  must  remember  that  the  rogues  are  united,  so  must 
they  be ;  must  remember  that  the  rogues  are  indefatigable,  so  must 
they  be ;  must  remember  that  the  rogues,  to  be  killed,  must  be  hit 
in  vital  parts.  Reform  often  insures  the  life  of  roguery  by  mak- 
ing a  violent  demonstration  in  a  quarter  where  stealing  don't  ex- 
ist. Political  rascals  can  bo  depended  upon  to  start  good  men 
on  utterly  false  scents  unless  the  good  men  get  up  very  early  in 
the  morning. 

Let  no  one  despair.  The  situation  of  sin  we  have  sketched  has 
its  remedies.  The  Christian  young  men  of  America  can  be  the 
agents  to  apply  them.  They  will  be.  The  first  requisite  is  a 
comprehension  of  the  strength  and  strategy  of  the  enemy.  Lot 
those  who  are  wise  reflect  that  in  America  all  real  reform  is  made 
possible  by  our  institutions,  and  then  thanking  God,  take  courage. 
Corruption  is  never  so  near  its  fall  as  when  at  the  climax  of  its 
power.  Where  it  is  strong,  there  is  it  weak.  It  fights  against 
the  decrees  of  God  and  must  go  under.  It  cannot  rely  on  its 
own.  Treachery  is  always  tripping  it.  Betrayal  is  always  blast  - 
ing  it  There  are  not  enough  spoils  to  go  round.  Add  to  these 
Internal  weaknesses,  a  united  intelligent  assault  on  it  in  the 
name  of  our  country  and  the  right  on  the  part  of  the  young  men 
of  America,  and  the  foul  monster  which  moves  governors, 
legislators,  mayors,  and  even  judges  as  so  many  chessmen,  will 
ere  long  fall  to  its  ruin.  Once  fallen,  if  the  children  of  light  be- 
come as  wise  in  their  generation  as  the  children  of  darkness,  the 
future  will  be  secure. 


RISE   AND    PROGRESS    OF    THE    YOUNG 
MEN'S   CHRIS  CI  AN  ASSOCIATION. 

BY  JOHN  0.  FEABCB. 

Sons  time  in  the  year  1841,  a  young  man  left  his  home  in  the 
west  of  England  for  the  city  of  London.  He  was  endowed  with 
more  than  ordinary  business  talents,  and  possessed  indomitable 
energy  and  great  tact.  He  was  smart  and  intelligent,  and  had 
an  abundant  supply  of  what  is  now  called  vim,  added  to  which, 
he  was  a  man  of  deep  and  genuine  piety,  and  was  animated  by  a 
steady,  burning  zeal.  He  soon  obtained  a  position  in  one  of  the 
largest  dry-goods  houses.  I  think  he  was  the  only  God-fearing 
man  among  some  eighty  or  a  hundred  clerks.  His  soul  was 
grieved  at  the  wickedness  which  surrounded  him.  He  labored 
hard,  both  by  precept  and  example,  and  it  was  not  long  before 
Us  devoted  piety  made  itself  felt.  One  after  another  of  his  un- 
godly companions  were,  through  hie  instrumentality,  brought  to 
the  feet  of  Jesus  ;  and  in  that  previously  ungodly  establishment 
dure  was  soon  quite  a  band  of  earnest  and  sealous  young  disci- 


ples. In  the  first  flush  of  youth,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
fi ret  love,  they  were  fully  prepared  for  work.  Night  after  night 
this  band  of  brothers  met,  and  with  strong  cries  ind  tears  poured 
out  their  souls  in  prayer  in  behalf  of  their  companions  who  day 
by  day  stood  at  their  side,  and  for  their  emi  loyer,  one  of  the 
hardest  men  of  that  city  of  hard  men.  Their  prayers  prevailed. 
Through  this  apparently  feeble  instrumentality  was  brought  to 
Tesus  one  who,  though  like  Saul  of  Tarsus,  had  boon  a  persecu- 
tor of  God's  people,  and  a  despiser  of  the  truth,  became  one  of 
the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  Christian  Church,  noted  alike  for 
his  personal  piety  and  magnificent  generosity.  This  conversion 
was  followed  by  a  wonderful  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
that  house.  Numbers  were  brought  to  repentance,  and  gave 
proof  of  the  soundness  of  their  faith  by  consistent  living.  About 
this  time, 

MB.  OBOBOB  WILLIAMS, 

the  young  man  alluded  to,  was  Impressed  with  the  idea  that  it 
was  desirable  to  invite  the  Christian  young  men  from  other  busi- 
ness-houses to  meet  with  them  for  prayer  and  counsel,  that  they 
might  encourage  and  sustain  each  other  amid  the  petty  annoy- 
ances and  persecutions  to  which  they  were  exposed.  The  invita- 
tion was  sent ;  and  in  response,  quite  a  number  of  young  men  met 
in  a  small  upper  room.  Thus,  in  this  humble  way,  was  held,  on  * 
Monday  evening,  some  twenty-nine  or  thirty  years  ago,  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Little  did 
they  dream,  then,  that  from  that  upper  chamber — such  an  insig- 
nificant beginning — an  Association  should  spring  into  being  sucb 
as  exists  at  this  time.  It  was  soon  found  that  this  upper  cham- 
ber was  too  straight  for  the  meetings,  and  a  larger  one  was  en 
g«*ed-  

IN  THEIR  HEW  BOOK 

this  devoted  band  went  to  work  with  a  will.  Week  after  week 
they  met,  holding  up  each  other's  hands,  and  encouraging  each 
other's  hearts.  Being  mostly  young  men,  as  well  as  young  con- 
verts, they  were,  as  usual,  full  of  first  love  and  seal,  and  their 
countenances  brightened  as,  one  after  another,  they  told  the  sim- 
ple tale  of  how,  through  the  grace  given  them,  they  succeeded 
in  persuading  wicked  companions  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
or  in  tenderly  leading  timid  inquirers  to  tho  feet  of  Jesus.  The 
time  not  occupied  in  prayer  was  given  to  suggestions  as  to  the 
best  means  of  introducing  religion  into  houses  of  business,  and 
encouraging  and  sympathizing  with  those  who  had  frequently 
to  stand  alone  as  targets  for  ribald  jest  and  un godly  sarcasm. 
It  can  be  readily  imagined  what  a  solace  it  was  to  meet,  at  least 
one  night  in  the  week,  with  men  of  their  own  age,  placed  in  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  partakers  of  the  same  grace,  doing  the  same 
work,  and  looking  for  the  same  results.  To  such,  very  welcome 
indeed  was 

THB  RBABTT  HAND-GRASP, 

and  the  warm  and  complete  sympathy  they  met  with,  coming,  as 
they  did,  to  these  meetings  downcast  and  heavy-hearted.  Many 
a  young  man  went  out  from  them  feeling  well  fortified  against 
all  he  had  to  endure.  These  meetings  were  held  some  time  be- 
fore the  idea  of  forming  a  society  was  entertained.  But  the  light 
of  these  young  men  was  not  to  be  hid  under  a  bushel.  The 
Holy  Spirit  was  poured  out  almost  without  measure,  and  the 
meetings  became  crowded  to  overflowing.  My  memory  runs 
back  to  those  early  days,  and  well  do  I  remember  how  delightful 
and  soul-stirring  were  the  communings  at  those  meetings. 
EACH  YOCHG  MAN  WAS  A  MISSIONARY 

in  his  own  particular  house,  and  no  evening  ever  passed  without 
our  hearing  of  many  being  savingly  converted  to  God.  Thus 
the  glorious  work  went  on  till  it  became  apparent  that  a  more 
thorough  organization  was  needed ;  and  to  the  end  that  we  might 
proceed  therewith,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  give  it  a  name, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  provide  practical  plans  for  carrying  on  the 
work  so  successfully  begun.  That  committee  consisted  of  twelve 
young  men;  and  such  men— so  loving!  so  simple-hearted,  and 
so  entirely  consecrated  to  God  and  devoted  to  their  work  1— it  has 
never  been  my  lot  to  meet  with,  before  or  I 
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exerted  upon  mo  daring  my  intercourse  with  them  was  each  as 
will  remain  "as  Ion? as  life  its  term  extends."  At  this  time 
they  resolved  to  call  themselves  the 

YOUNG  URN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION. 

Their  work  was  to  bo  the  conversion  of  young  men,  especially 
those  who  were  associated  with  them  in  business  relations.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  the  rules  of  the  Association  at  the 
present  time  are  the  same  as  were  drawn  up  and  adopted  then. 
Rooms  were  taken  in  a  central  part  of  the  city  -rather  small  we 
think  now.  but  then,  in  our  eyes,  they  were  splendid.  Here  a 
Sunday  afternoon  Bible-class  was  commenced,  which  is  still  con- 
tinued. Social  meetings  were  held  then  and  now  twice  a  week. 
These  have  always  been  crowded.  The  Christian  young  men 
seemed  to  have  one  big  heart,  from  which  went  up  one  loud  sup- 
plication: "Lord,  save  the  young  men  of  London."  That  cry 
was  heard  ;  young  men  were  saved,  and  hundreds  of  them  were 
added  to  the  Church.    Numbers  of  the 

FAST  YOUNG  HEN 

of  the  past  generation  were  induced  to  attend  our  meetings,  who 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  enter  the  house  of  God.  In  this  way 
great  numbers  were  brought  under  religious  influence.  Often 
have  I  seen  the  dashing  profligate,  infidel  young  man  on  hie 
knees  in  one  corner  of  the'  room  while,  with  streaming  eyes,  a 
simple-hearted  Christian  has  been  praying  over  him.  While,  by  the 
internal  operations  of  the  Association,  numbers  were  thus  being 
brought  to  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ,  a  great  revival  broke 
out  in  several  of  the  largest  mercantile  houses,  the  direct  result 


of  the  work  of  the  Association.    Many  of  the 

EMPLOYERS  WEBB  CONVERTED, 

and  all  were  not  slow  to  learn  that  the  introduction  of  religion 
brought  about  a  higher  moral  lone  in  their  establishments,  and 
•hat  they  themselves  were  pecuniarily  benefited.  Although  at 
first  there  was  some  opposition,  ultimately  the  truth  won  its  way, 
and  these  men,  even  from  selfish  motives,  were  Induced  to  ad- 
vance the  good  work,  and  to  support  it  with  their  purse  and  in- 
fluence. Branch  Associations  were  next  organized  in  various 
parts  of  London,  and  in  this  part  of  the  work  the  members  dis- 
played an  amount  of  energy  and  perseverance  such  as  has  been 
seldom  equalled — never  excelled.  Their  mode  of  operation  was 
this :  Three  or  four  young  men  used  to  start  out,  after  business 
hours,  for  away  from  headquarters,  and  seek  out  some  pious 
young  men  in  a  neighborhood,  to  whom  they  introduced  them- 
selves as  well  as  they  could.  To  these  they  explained  their  ob- 
ject, enlisted  their  sympathies,  and  through  them  other  young 
men  of  pious  bent  in  the  vicinity  were  rallied,  and  all  started  on 
an  exploring  expedition  in  fnrtheranse  of  the  organizing  process. 
In  this  way,  eight  or  ten  Christian  young  men  were  brought  to- 
gether, and,  adjourning  to  some  quiet  place,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, furnished  them  with  rules,  etc.,  prayed  with  them,  then 
left  them  to  do  their  own  work  and  fight  along  in  their  own 
way— never  leaving  them,  however,  till  their  sympathies  were 
thoroughly  enlisted,  and  their  religious  enthusiasm  fully 
aroused.  It  sometimes  happened  that  a  convenient  place  for 
meeting  could  not  be  procured,  and  acting  upon  the  principle 
of  "  any  port  in  a  storm."  they  would 

ASSEMBLE  ABOUND  A  LAMP-POST, 
and  hold  their  first  meeting  there.  From  such  small  and  inter 
esting  beginnings,  branch  Associations  soon  sprang  up  in  every 
part  of  the  great  city.  Again  was  the  parent  Association  crowd- 
ed out  of  its  quarters,  and  after  due  prayer  and  deliberation  an 
entire  bui'ding  was  taken  in  Gresham-street.  Just  about  the 
time  of  this  removal  (1845)  a  course  of  lectures  was  commenced, 
and  then  was  opened  the  firat  library  and  reading-room.  The 
number  of  books  was  small  at  first,  but  donations  poured  in  upon 
us,  and  we  soon  had  our  shelves  filled.    In  this  building, 

ODR  SUNDAY  BIBLE-CLASS 

was  greatly  increased.    Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  Bible- 
class,  tea  and  refreshments  were  provided  gratuitously,  through 


the  generosity  of  our  Treasurer,  the  late  Mr.  George  Hitchcock 
and  this  appendage  to  the  class  is  continued  to  the  present  time 
After  remaining  in  Gresham  street  a  few  years,  we  were  one* 
more  crowded  out,  and  then  the  present  headquarters  of  the  A* 
sodatlon,  No.  105  Aldersgate  street,  B.  C,  was  taken.  The  con 
tinent  of  Europe  so>n  took  up  the  strain,  and  in  gay,  volatlli 
France,  deep-thinking  Germany,  priest-ridden,  but  now  emanoe 
pated,  Italy,  Protestant  Switzerland,  the  valleys  of  Piedmont, 
and  in  the  Islands  of  the  Sea,  societies  have  been  formed. 

THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  AMERICA. 

Six  or  seven  years  after  the  establishment  of  the  Association  la 
London,  a  Christian  merchant  from  this  country,  who  was  so 
journing  there,  attended  some  of  the  meetings,  and,  ascertaining 
its  designs  and  workings,  was  so  struck  with  its  peculiar  adapta- 
bility to  the  wants  of  young  men,  that  upon  his  return  to 
America,  he  at  once,  in  concert  with  others,  set  about  the  or 
gauizing  of  an  Association.  How  that  effort  has  succeeded  all 
over  this  vast  land  is  so  well  understood  as  to  make  it  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  attempt  anything  beyond  this  mere  allusion.  God 
is  blessing  the  work  committed  to  the  hands  of  Christian  young 
men  throughout  the  world.  The  Toung  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation is  a  power  by  which  the  objects  of  its  care— young  men 
in  peril— are  being  led  to  Jesus  Chrtst,  that  they  may  obtain  sal- 
vation for  themselves,  and  strength  to  communicate  the  Gospel 
af  the  Word  to  others. 


THE   FIRST   ASSOCIATION   IN   AMERICA, 

On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  November.  1851,  a  number  of 
Christian  young  men  assembled  in  the  school-room  of  the  St. 
Helen-street  Baptist  church,  Montreal,  to  consult  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  forming  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  It  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  such  a  society  should  be  organized, 
and  a  provisional  committee  was  appointed  "  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  young  men  in  the  respective  churches  likely  to  join 
such  an  Association,  to  draft  a  suitable  constitution,  and  to  report 
at  a  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  23th."  Of  this  committee,  three 
are  still  actively  connected  with  the  Association— the  President, 
Mr.  Claxton,  being  one  of  the  number.  The  meeting  of  the  25th 
was  largely  attended,  and  the  constitution  having  been  adopted, 
the  officers  were  chosen,  and  the  first  Young  Men's  Christian 
ASSOCIATION  IN  America  commenced  its  active  operations  The 
first  public  meeting  was  held  on  the  18th  of  December,  1851.  A 
weekly  meeting  was  established,  and  is  still  held,  the  only 
change  being  the  substitution  of  Tuesday  for  Thursday  evening. 
A  few  months  after  its  organization,  the  members  enteied  with 
vigor  upon  the  work  among  and  for  young  men,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  "  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the 
objects  of  the  Association,  with  special  reference  to  bringing 
young  men  under  Christian  influence."  The  report  of  this  com- 
mittee resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a  reading-room,  and  the 
engagement  of  a  City  Missionary ;  and  two  years  later  a  library 
was  established. 

No  specially  interesting  features  are  presented  in  the  history  of 
the  Association  for  several  years,  beyond  the  fact  that  its  mission 
work  was  faithfully  carried  on,  and  an  additional  missionary  was 
engaged  in  1858.  Like  all  similar  organizations,  that  of  Mon. 
treat  has  passed  through  days  of  darkness,  when  even  its  most 
tried  friends  feared  that  it  must  surrender.  Such  a  crisis  oc- 
curred in  1862,  when,  on  the  17th  November,  a  meeting  was 
called  to  consider  the  propriety  of  disbanding  the  Association. 
But  at  this  juncture  the  Lord  prompted  a  number  of  the  friends 
to  make  an  effort  to  restore  the  Association,  and  the  churches 
were  thoroughly  canvassed  to  ascertain  the  feeling  of  the  young 
men  toward  the  work.  So  great  was  the  encouragement  re- 
ceived, that  more  attractive  rooms  were  secured  in  a  central  post, 
tion,  and  efforts  made  to  draw  in  the  young  men.  From  that 
time  the  growth  of  the  Association  has  been  rapid,  and  Its  influ- 
ence is  widespread  and  generally  acknowledged.  The  direct  re- 
sults might  have  been  more  abundant  hod  the  Association  owned 
a  building  in  which  much  of  Its  work  could  have  been  centred. 
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This  wu  a  long-felt  want,  and  many  earnest  prayers  were  offered, 
and  much  careful  deliberation  was  had,  by  the  friends  of  the 
eaaae;  bat  it  did  not  appear  possible  to  secure  the  money  re- 
quired. In  September,  1870,  Brother  A.  K.  Burnell  visited  Mon- 
treal, and  conducted  a  Laymen's  Institute,  extending  over  three 
days.  In  the  mean  time  Providence  seemed  to  open  up  a  way  for 
a  forward  movement,  and  several  Mends  offered  to  contribute 
liberally  toward  the  erection  of  a  building.  The  subscription- 
list  commenced  with  a  donation  of  $3500  by  our  President,  and 
his  example  was  speedily  followed  by  other  generous  friends. 
On  the  27th  of  September  the  "  Institute"  was  closed  with  a  pub- 
lic meeting,  at  which  it  was  announced  that  $18,800  had  been 
subscribed.  From  that  time  the  list  received  additions  almost 
daily,  until  the  officers  felt  themselves  secure  In  purchasing  a  lot, 
acknowledged  to  be  the  best  site  in  the  city  for  our  work.  An 
act  of  incorporation  was  procured,  and  plans  were  called  for, 
from  which  the  directors  selected  a  design  submitted  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Association.  Headers  will  remember  the  magnificent 
engraving  of  the  design  alluded  to  which  was  published  on  the 
first  page  of  The  Mohthxy  for  June." 


ASSOCIATION    COMMITTEE    WOBK. 

COMMITTEE  OK  OPKH-AIB  MBETOTQB. 

Tns  season  has  already  airived  when  open-air  meetings  should 
be  fully  inaugurated.  Much  has  been  written  upon  the  conduct 
of  these  services,  and  we  may  not  hope  to  offer  much  that  is  new 
upon  the  subject.  There  is  need,  however,  of  adding  line  upon 
line  and  precept  upon  precept  to  keep  alive  this  work.  There  is 
too  great  an  apathy  displayed  on  this  important  subject.  Our 
Association  and  the  Church  have  not  yet  taken  hold  of  this  with 
that  earnestness  and  love  which  the  cause  demands. 

Il  discussing  this  branch  of  committee  work,  it  will,  perhaps, 
be  most  profitable  to  look  at  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  its  progress,  rather  than  the  more  positive  features  which  have 
been  so  much  dilated  upon.  We  will  state  briefly  what  seem  to  us 
some  of  the  requirements  of  this  Committee,  and  then  review 
some  of  the  obstacles  in  their  way. 

Let  every  society  have  a  committee  on  open-air  meetings. 
The  chairman  should  be  an  earnest  Christian,  whose  heart  is  in 
this  good  work.  He  should  be  qualified  as  a  leader  in  it— a  per- 
son who  can  adapt  himself  to  just  the  class  we  gather  together — 
earnest  in  his  piety,  plain,  magnetic,  and  scriptural  in  his  utter- 
ances. Il  yon  have  several  meetings  in  operation,  place  one  of 
the  committee— the  best  and  most  experienced— in  charge  of 
each,  and  let  him  be  responsible  for  one  locality.  He  is  to  secure 
singers,  provide  for  the  order,  obtain  suitable  persons  to  address 
the  services,  etc. 

One  word  as  to  the  method  of  conducting  them.  Select  the 
best  situation  for  gathering  an  audience,  and,  if  necessary,  have 
policemen  in  attendance.  Have  as  good  a  number  of  singers  as 
can  bo  commanded — a  box  or  some  kind  of  raised  platform  for 
the  speakers.  Commence  by  singing  a  hymn  full  of  music  (and 
generally,  we  wonld  say,  sing  spirited  hymns) ;  then  seek  God's 
blessing  in  a  brief  prayer.  Let  singing  follow ;  then  reading  of 
a  brief  portion  of  Scripture;  then  a  brief  address— usually  ad- 
dresses should  be  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  long.  Let  the 
meeting  continue  for.  an  hour,  being  varied  by  hearty  singing 
between  the  speaking.  When  an  opportunity  offers,  invite  the 
audience  indoors  for  a  prayer-meeting  of  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes. When  this  is  attempted,  close  the  other  a  little  sooner. 
The  addresses  should  be  simple  in  language,  heartfelt,  charged 
With  the  Ootpel  to  the  unconverted. 

Obstacles  to  Progress. — One  is  that  our  earnest  workers, 
ihose  whom  we  need  in  this  service,  are  already  taxed  to  the  ut- 
most of  their  powers  on  the  Sabbath.  The  number  of  those  that 
can  do  more  is  small ;  we  are,  therefore,  shut  up  to  a- limited  few. 
It  may,  however,  be  worth  while  for  some  to  consider  whether 
they  are  not  called  to  engage  in  this  work  to  the  exclusion  of 
some  other  labor. 


Another  obstacle,  less  difficult  e>  solution,  is  fear  to  stand  op 
before  a  motley  group  when,  perhaps,  side  by  side  stands  be- 
fore you  a  barroom  loafer  and  a  man  of  standing  and  wealth  in 
society—  the  one  wondering  in  stolid  amazement  as  to  what  you 
are  driving  at,  and  the  .other  equally  wondering  at  the  strange 
spectacle— thinking,  perchance,  you  are  some  fanatic  run  mad  on 
religion.  To  face  these  and  many  other  things  requires  moral 
pluck.  It  is  not  an  easy  thing  to  mount  a  dry-goods  box  for  the 
first  time  and  address  a  crowd — a  crowd  three  fourths  of  whom 
are  irreligious,  have  no  sympathy  with  you,  and  many  of  whom 
begin  to  laugh  and  even  make  responses  to  your  utterances  as 
soon  as  you  open  your  mouth  to  speak.  But  what  is  all  this 
when  we  have  such  a  golden  assurance  to  support  us,  "  I  shall 
do  all  things  through  Christ,  which  strengthened  me,"  and  when 
the  blessed  thought  comes  to  us  that  Christ  and  His  apostles 
were  our  exemplars  and  pioneers  in  this  work  1  If  the  speaker  Is 
full  of  his  theme,  and  his  words  come  forth  with  earnestness 
from  a  warm  heart,  he  will  soon  transform  a  listless  crowd  into 
attentive  listeners.  It  has  been  our  privilege  to  of len  notice  this 
impressive  transformation.  When  ridicule  had  all  subsided, 
each  face  was  directed  steadily  toward  the  speaker,  and  the  ex- 
pression of  a  multitude  of  upturned  faces  told  eloquently  of  s> 
want  of  something  better  than  the  world  had  given.  If  timidity 
keeps  you  away  from  this  work,  try  it  in  Christ's  strength,  sad 
see  if  you  are  not  a  victor. 

Another  obstacle  is  •  want  of  jaith.  Open-air  preaching  has 
been  in  progress  now  for  several  years,  promoted  chiefly  by  our 
societies ;  but  it  has  not  yet  that  aggressive  power  that  it  should 
have,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  sad  lack  of  confidence  developing 
itself.  Christians  ask,  "  What  are  the  results  of  your  work ;  can 
you  point  to  any  ?"  and  because  we  cannot  show  in  figures  an 
array  of  conversions,  there  is  much  skepticism  as  to  the  profit- 
(Meneu  of  such  effort.  We  shall  do  all  we  can  to  save  individual 
toule  in  this  work,  get  them  indoors,  speak  personally  to  thorn, 
but  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  results.  It  Is  a  very  short- 
sighted faith  that  argues  thus.  Qpd  will  take  care  of  results, 
and  will  show  them  to  us  in  His  good  time,  if  we  only  wait. 
The  commission  reads :  "  In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in 
the  evening  withhold  not  thy  hand,  for  thou  knowest  not  wheth- 
er shall  prosper,  either  this  or  that,  or  whether  they  both  shall  be 
alike  good."  Bat  the  work  is  not  devoid  of  results,  and  in- 
stances might  be  quoted— one  or  two  is  all  our  space  will  admit. 
A  stranger,  wandering  in  one  of  oar  city  parks,  is  attracted  by  the 
tones  of  an  open-air  preacher ;  he  listens ;  the  words  of  truth  lodge 
in  his  heart ;  he  leaves  the  city ;  by-and-by  comes  back  the  good 
news,  from  a  distant  Western  State,  of  his  salvation — traced 
from  that  Sunday  at  the  open-air  meeting.  A  poor  German 
woman  in  New- York  is  found  by  a  Bible-reader  trusting  to  a 
hope  in  Christ  through  words  heard  from  the  lips  of  an  open-air 
preacher,  proclaiming  the  Gospel  upon  the  sidewalk.  The  seed 
is  sown  broadcast,  and  left  to  ripen  when  God  pleases. 

Another  obstacle  is  the  lack  of  helpers  in  carrying  forward  an 
aggressive  work.  Where  are  they  to  come  from  ?  If  the  Church, 
was  in  a  revived  state,  there  would  he  no  trouble  on  this  score. 
Men  who  are  only  doing  enough  to  appease  their  consciences 
would  develop  their  full  strength ;  and  men  who  are  now  idlers 
in  Christ's  vineyard  would  be  filling  places  now  occupied  by  the 
advanced  workers,  leaving  them  to  occupy  posts  of  greater  re- 
sponsibility and  usefulness.  The  hope  of  increasing  considera- 
bly the  laborers  in  this  field  must  depend  largely  upon  a  deeper 
work  of  grace,  and  an  effort  to  bring  forward  those  having  qual- 
ifications for  such  preaching.  In  conclusion,  we  would  briefly 
say :  Persistent  adherence  to  open-air  preaching  will,  we  believe, 
of  itself,  under  God,  bring  laborers  into  the  vineyard,  and  be  the 
means  of  a  large  ingathering  of  neglected  souls. 


Start  to  Heart,  by  the  aptbor  of  The  Old,  Old  8ory,  published 
by  A.  D.  F;  Randolph  &  Co.,  is  a  small  collection  of  hymns,  "  ar- 
ranged acsording  to  date  of  writing.  1859 — 1860."  It  contains 
many  gems,  and  few  readers  but  will  find,  for  many  purposes, 
their  praises  to  God  indited  therein^^  ^y  V^i 
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COMALS  AND  VORAL  ISLANDS.9 

In  taking  up  this  volume,  conscious  of  almost  utter  ignorance 
of  the  subject  of  its  title,  one  meets  with  so  much  encouragement 
from  the  author's  assurance  that "  surely  there  is  no  reason'  why 
the  simplest  of  organisms  should  bear  the  impress  (of  mystery) 
.  most  strongly,"  that  we  yield  to  the  temptation  to  venture  be- 
yond the  introduction,  and  to  explore  the  inner  and  wonderful 
recesses  of  the  work.  The  bosk  is  one  that  bears  slow  and  care- 
ful perusal.  Patience  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  author 
are  stamped  on  every  page;  and  it  is  due  to  him  that  we 
bring  the  same  qualities  into  service  in  reading  and  studying 
what  he  has  to  say.  'Ovid  tells  how  Nais,  by  her  incan- 
tations, turned  to  fishes  all  those  who  approached  her  residence 
after  she  had  admitted  them  to  her  embraces ;  and  they  who 
take  up  this  work  on  Corals  and  Coral  Islands  will  be  very  sure 
to  rise  from  it  with  unusual  capacity  and  inclination  to  think  and 
speak  a  good  deal  on  that  fishy  subject.  It  is  like  a  great  epic 
The  story  of  the  corals  increases  in  interest  and  importance  from 
the  descriptions  of  the  small  beginnings  which  tefl  us  of  "the 
lasso  cells  of  the  polyps  of  a  European  coral,  from  a  240th  to  a 
860th  of  an  inch  in  length  f  of  "  the  metridium  marginatum,  an 
American  actinia,  the  lasso  cells  of  which  are  about  a  400th  of  an 
inch  long;"  and  others  " a  6000th  of  an  inch  in  length,"  to  amaz- 
ing results  in  the  formation  of  Islands  clothed  with  verdure,  fer- 
tility, and  beauty.  We  have,  also,  many  items  of  general  infor- 
mation conveyed  to  us,  and  we  learn  that 

"  The  precious  coral  is  gathered  from  the  rocky  bottom  of  the 
borders  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  its  islands,  and  most  abundantly 
at  depths  of  twenty-five  to  fifty  feet,  thoujfh  occurring  also  even 
down  to  1000  feet.  There  are  important  fisheries  on  the  coast  of 
Southern  Italy  ;  of  the  Island  of  Ponza,  off  the  gulf  of  Gaeta ; 
of  Sicily,  especially  at  Trapani,  its  western  extremity ;  of  Cor 
sica  and  Sardinia,  in  the  Straits  of  Bonalacio ;  of  Algeria,  south 
of  Sardinia,  n-ar  Bona,  Ovan,  and  other  places,  which,  in  1863, 
afforded  80,000  pounds  of  coral ;  and  on  the  coast  of  Marseilles. 
The  mee-colored  is  the  most  highly  valued  because  it  is  the 
rarest." 

The  formation  of  the  Coral  Islands  is  an  enchanting  study. 
Not  merely  the  law  of  growth,  of  progress  is  here  revealed,  but 
also  the  wonder-working  of  God  in  the  law  of  design.  We  are 
brought  into  contact — are  made  familiar— with  the  beginning, 
the  development,  the  habits  of  life,  the  means  of  defence,  the 
mode  of  subsistence,  all  the  operations  of  one  of  the  smallest  of 
God's  creatures.  We  see  life  and  death  in  such  close  proximity 
to  each  other  in  the  history  of  the  polyp  as  to  learn  that  death, 
in  what  is  left  behind,  is  essential  to  the  life  that  ever  seeks  to 
live,  and  which  to  this  end  casts  off,  or  rather  abandons,  what  is 
dead,  using  the  dead  columns  of  coral  as  the  sailor  uses  the  dead 
mast,  in  climbing  upward — not  that  the  polyp  ever  becomes 
anything  more  than  a  polyp  by  its  higher  flights,  any  more  than 
the  sailor  becomes  anything  bat  a  sailor  when  he  has  reached 
the  masthead,  but  the  principles  of  life  and  design  assert  them 
selves  by  continued  activity.  So  we  see  the  polyp  leaving  death 
behind  to  rise  higher,  and  as  it  rises  assuming  the.  new  and 
higher  condition  of  life,  with  its  new  but  familiar  functions,  still 
leaving  behind  it  a  death,  and  yet  not  a  very  death,  for  what  is  dead 
remains  to  Inform  generations  yet  unborn  of  the  record  of  work 
done  by  a  little  polyp.  No  work  done  is  so  small  that  its  history  is 
or  can  be  lost.  As  the  coral  reefs  are  formed,  they  constitute  for 
midable  dangers  to  the  navigator  who  ventures  his  ship  near 
them,  or  unawares  among  them.  On  this  point,  we  can  only 
quote  a  very  brief  part  of  the  author's  vivid  description,  which 
also  gives  us  a  glance  at  the  evidence  of  design : 

"  While  some  islands  have  only  narrow,  fringing  reefs,  others 
are  almost  or  quite  surrounded  by  the  distant  barrier,  which 
stands  off  like  an  artificial  mole  to  protect  the  land  from  an  en- 
croaching ocean.  The  inner  channel  is  sometimes  barely  deep 
enough  at  low  tide  for  canoes,  or  for  long  distances  may  be  want- 
tag  entirely.  Then  again  it  is  a  narrow,  intricate  passage,  ob- 
structed by  knolls  or  patehes  of  coral,  rendering  the  navigation 
dangerous.    Again,  it  is  for  miles  in  length  an  open  sea,  in 
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which  ships  find  room  to  beat  against  a  headwind,  with  a  depth 
of  ten,  twenty,  or  even  thirty  fathoms.  Yet  hidden  reels  make 
caution  necessary.  Patches  of  growing  corals,  from  a  few  square 
feet  to  many  square  miles  in  extent,  are  met  with  over  the 
broad  area  enclosed  by  these  distant  barriers." 

It  is  impossible  to  follow  the  author  through  his  scientific 
route ;  for  although  he  has  rendered  his  work  so  plain  as  to  be 
intelligible  to  the  studious  reader,  yet  a  review  of  such  a  work 
must  necessarily  leave  untouched  much  that  is  seen  and  enjoyed 
as  we  approach  the  grand  rvsulw  of  the  enterprise  of  the  little 
workers.    Look  at  sjme  of  these  as  they  are  in  the  book: 

"  The  shores  of  these  reef-bound  lands  ara  blooming  to  the 
very  edge,  and  wide  plains  are  spread  oat  with  bread-fruit  and 
other  tropical  productions.  Harbors  safe  for  scores  of  vessels  are 
also  opened  by  the  same  means,  and  .some  islands  number  a 
dozen,  when  the  unprotected  shores  would  hardly  have  afforded 
a  single  good  anchorage." 

So  what  is  peril  to  the  unwary  mariner  is  also  a  snug  harbor 
for  him  who  is  careful  to  look  for  safe  anchorage  in  a  storm. 
Surely  there  is  a  lesson  here  for  every  young  man.  The  world 
may  better  be  laid  under  contribution  to  promote  our  happiness 
and  our  joy  than  to  become  our  cruel  taskmaster  and  tyrant. 
The  world  will  help  us  just  as  the  sea  helps  the  polyps  in  their 
magnificent  work.  Let  us,  then,  work.  A  little,  if  that  is  all 
we  can  do ;  more,  if  we  can,  but  let  us  do  something ;  the  world 
sees  our  work  and  steps  in,  first  to  admire,  next  to  help.  That  is 
the  story  of  the  coral  polyp's  work.    Bead  what  follows : 

"  The  progress  of  the  coral  formation  is  like  its  commencement. 
The  same  causes  continue  with  similar  results.  The  production 
of  debris  will  necessarily  continue  to  go  on :  a  part  will  be 
swept  by  the  waves  across  the  patch  of  reef  into  the  lagoon  or 
channel  beyond,  while  other  portions  will  fill  up  the  spaces 
among  the  corals  along  its  margin,  or  be  thrown  beyonof  the 
margin,  and  lodge  on  its  surface.  The  layer  of  dead  coral-rock 
which  makes  the  body  of  the  reef  has  its  border  of  growing 
corals,  and  is  thus  undergoing  extension  at  its  margin,  bo-n 
through  the  increase  of  the  corals  and  the  dehris  dropped  among 
them.  The  ocean  is  thus  the  architect,  while  the  coral  polyps 
afford  the  material  for  the  structure,  and  when  all  is  ready,  it 
sows  the  land  with  seed  brought  from  distant  shores,  covering 
it  with  verdure  and  flowers." 

Of  the  mechanical  execution  of  the  book,  it  is  just  to  say  that 
it  is,  in  its  faultless  typography  and  superb  binding,  worthy  of 
the  illustrious  scientist  whose  name  adorns  its  title-page,  and 
creditable  to  the  publishers.  The  illustrations  are  triumphant 
examples  of  press-work.  It  is  one  of  the  gratifying  signs  of  the 
times  that  the  demand  for  books  of  this  class  is  steadily  increas- 
ing. ______ 

Fty  Luna,  Illustrated,  and  the  Wall  Riper  illustrations  for  Sunday- 
school  purpose},  published  by  Partoidob  A  Co.,  London,  are  excel- 
lent helps ;  the  former  to  send  to  the  homes  of  the  people  with  the 
children,  and  the  latter  to  help  the  teachers  of  large  classes  in  illustrat- 
ing Scripture  lessons  by  representations  of  the  actual  manners  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Holy  Land  inhabitants. 


An  IfuttU  F!Oe  o/  th*  Vatican  Council,  etc,  edited  by  Sev.  Leon- 
ard Woolsey  Bacon,  and  published  by  the  Ambbicaw  Tbact  Sooibtt, 
is  a  book  brim  full  of  the  kind  of  knowledge  which  a  largo  class  of 
aggressive  Christian  workers  need  at  the  present  time  This  is  no 
mere  pouring  forth  of  bigotry  and  claptrap,  but  a  simple  and  un- 
prejudiced unfolding  of  Romanism  by  careful  and  conscientious  trans- 
lation on  the  one  hand,  and  the  revelations  of  slowly  made,  but  learned 
and  discreet  converts  from  the  errors  and  oppressions  of  the  Roman 
Church  system,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Bacon  has  In  formed lilmself  so  thor- 
oughly on  the  salient  points  of  belief  of  the  Romanists,  having  culti- 
vated personal  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  ablest  and  most  devoted 
of  the  various  classes  of  the  priesthood,  that  he  knows  where  to  strike 
for  the  things  that  are  most  formidable  to  use  as  weapons.  In  this 
book  we  have  much  useful  lore,  which  has  hitherto  been  locked 
up  In  the  recerses  of  a  dead  language,  served  np  in  such  plain  and 
comprehensive  form  as  to  be  of  great  use  in  the  popular  discussions  of 
toe  main  question*  which  are  likely  to  arise  •v-tween  Protestants  and 
Papists.  The  book  is,  throughout,  what  its  title  claims  for  it,  on  in- 
side view  of  the  Vatican ;  and  the  Tract  Society,  in  publishing  It,  ha* 
done  an  invaluable  service  to  the  cause  of  untrammelled  Christianity, 
while  the  editor  has  endeared  himself  anew  V>  his  Christian  brethren, 
of  every  name  and  everywhere. 
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Carefully  written,  terse  and  pointed  articles,  designed  to 
Interest  YOUNG  KEN  and  to  Improve  tbem  Intellectually, 
morally,  or  spiritually,  or  to  guide  and  Instruct  Associa- 
tion workers,  are  solicited. 


THE   LOWELL    CONVENTION, 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Convention,  which 
commenced  at  Lowell  on  the  12th  of  June,  as  was  anticipated, 
was  one  of  the  best  of  the  conventions  that  have  been  held.  Cir- 
cumstances which  developed  too  late  to  be  controlled  by  the 
Committee  on  Transportation  prevented  its  being  as  large  a 
Convention  as  any  previous  one ;  but  this  was  compensated  for 
in  very  large  measure  by  the  spirit  that  ruled  its  deliberations. 
The  choice  of  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller  as  President  was 
eminently  wise ;  and  this  was  the  opinion  of  many  who  at  first 
thought  that  it  might  be  best  to  try  a  now  man  in  that  exalted 
office"  Even  Mr.  Miller's  judgment  in  this  matter  was 
overruled.  His  protestations  against  the  inclination  of  his 
brethren,  as  "interpreted  by  the  Committee  on  Organisation, 
were  met  with  cries  of  «Queationl  questionl"  Mr.  Miller 
moved  to  amend  the  report  of  the  Committee  by  naming 
Mr.  R.  R.  McBubney,  but  a  dozen  brethren  rose  to  points 
of  order,  all  which  the  temporary  chairman,  Mr.  L.  P.  Row- 
land, of  Boston,  declared  well  taken,  and  Mr.  Miller  was 
made' President  by  acclamation.  It  is  unnecessary  to  describe 
what  a  successful  President  Mr.  Miller  was.  How  firm, 
humorous,  impartial,  earnest;  and  how  quick,  at  important 
junctures,  to  apply  himself  to  the  elements  of  praise  and  pray- 
er swaying  the  entire  Convention  with  him,  and,  throughout 
all  it  J  sessions,  maintaining,  in  presence  of  the  interested  and 
much-moved  public  of  Lowell,  that  calm  and  peaceful  Chris- 
tian demeanor  which  must  always  and  in  all  places  bo  the 
true  character  of  the  living  and  working  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian  Association. 

A  preliminary  prayer-meeting  was  held  in  the  First  Congre- 
gational church  on  the  Tuesday  evening  previous  to  the  as- 
sembling of  the  Convention.  The  vast  congregation  which 
gathered  there  will  long  remember  the  richness  of  the  feast. 
Mr  Miller  conducted  the  exercises,  and  delegates  from 
distant  parts  of  the  Continent  took  part.  It  was  at  this  spir- 
itual banquet  that  Mr.  Miller  unfolded  the  nature  of  the 
visitation  to  Lowell,  in  his  invitation  to  the  people  to  attend 
the  meetings.    Said  he: 

•♦Come  men  and  women;  the  meetings  will  interest  all. 
Come  imploring  the  dear  Lord  Jesus  to  be  with  us,  making 
us  ML  ow  individual  responsibility  to  God,  and  leading  us  to 
tit  beneath  the  cross  of  Christ.  Let  every  one  know  no  one 
but  Jesus  Christ,  having  no  designs  and  plans  of  our  own, 
but  biquiring  what  the  Spirit  of  God  wouli  have  us  do,  ex- 
pecting souls  to  be  converted  at  every  session,  as  conversions 
were  desired,  looked  for  and  expected  as  a  result  of  this  Con- 
vention At  the  crucifixion  of  Christ,  it  was  recorded  of  the 
afccinles.  'sitting  down,  they  watched  him.'  So  wo  must 
£Ek  W  watch,  not  the  physical  sufferings  of  our  Lord,  the 
bleeding  hands  and  side,  but  His  self-abnegation,  His  soul 


agony,  and  be  led  by  it  to  nail  our  wills  down,  subject  to  the 
will  of  God,  self-forgotten,  and  then  earnestly  praying  from 
burdened  hearts  for  unsaved  Souls.  For  myself  I  desire  to  get 
very  near  the  Cross,  to  be  more  like  the  Blaster  in  His  life, 
more  earnest  in  His  service,  and  more  entirely  consecrated  to 
Christian  work." 

To  return  to  the  Convention.  The  organization  was  com- 
pleted by  the  election  of  the  following  officers: 

Viee-Pre*identt— Hon.  John  Hill,  New- Jersey;  C.  R. 
Chichester,  South-Carolina;  James  H.  Franklin,  Alabama; 
W.  H.  Irwin,  West- Virginia;  J.  R.  Walts,  Indiana;  C.  W. 
Chase,  Minnesota;  Robert  WeidensaTl,  Nebraska;  Jo- 
seph Anderson,  Connecticut;  C.  W.  Bailey,  Mains;  James 
Baylis,  Quebec;  W.  J.  McCaHa,  Ontario;  W.  B.  McNult, 
Nova  Scotia;  Sumner  J.  Lincoln,  Maryland;  Charles  W. 
Sleeper,  Massachusetts. 

General  Secretary,  George  D.  Stroud,  Pennsylvania;  At- 
tietant  Secret  ariet,  P.  Skinner,  Jr.,  Rhode  Island;  E.  T.  C. 
Enowles,  New-Brunswick. 

Mr.  Eooab  A.  Hutchins,  of  New-York,  read  the  report  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Hutchins  also  read  an  interesting  report  of  the 
work  of  Mr.  Richabd  C.  Mouse,  as  agent  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Mr.  Robert  Weidbnsall  also  read  a  report  of  his 
operations  among  the  Associations  of  the  West,  unfolding  a 
large  amount  of  work  done  in  the  revival  of  old  Associations, 
the  formation  of  new  ones,  and  the  encouragement  of  those 
which  he  found  in  good  working  order.  All  these  documents 
mil  be  printed  in  the  "proceedings"  which  will  soon  be  pub- 
lished by  the  Executive  Committee. 

This  sketch  does  not  design  to  be  a  report  of  the  Convention, 
and  therefore  the  reader  must  not  be  disappointed  in  merely 
finding  allusion  to  what  may  be  regarded  as  some  of  its  salient 

points. 

The  Welcome  Meeting  at  Huntington  Hall  was  ably  ad- 
dressed by  Governor  Washbdbn,  Mayor  Pkabody,  Mr. 
Chas.  W.  Sleeper,  President  of  the  Lowell  Association; 
Hon.  John  Hill,  of  New-Jersey;  Mr.  H.  L.  McKbe,  of 
Alabama;  Mr.  J.  E.  Twitchbll,  of  Ohio';  and  Mr.  H. 
Thane  Miller,  the  President.  Governor  Washburn's  ad- 
dress, although  impromptu,  indicated  that  he  had  not  for  the 
first  time  thought  of  the  Association  work.  He  had  its  full 
measure  and  mission  on  his  heart,  and  he  spoke  as  a  Christian 
in  full  sympathy  with  the  object  of  the  Convention  rather 
than  as  a  State  official,  giving  utterance  to  mere  words  of 
welcome.  Wo  hope  to  furnish  the  readers  of  the  Monthly 
with  this  address  in  our  next  issue. 

Mayor  Pbabodt,  of  Lowell,  made  a  very  short  but  hearty 
speech,  and  placed  the  whole  city  in  the  hands  of  the  Conven- 
tion. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Sleeper,  on  behalf  of  the  Lowell  As- 
sociation, made  an  address  which  was  creditable  alike  to  his 
head  and  heart.  A  few  passages  will  serve  to  show  how  full 
was  that  welcome: 

"  Brethren,  I  welcome  you  to-night  in  the  name  of  the  Mas- 
ter in  whose  cause  we  are  laboring.  In  the  name  of  that  Mus- 
ter, I  beseech  you,  teach  us  while  among  us  how  to  obtain  a 
more  abiding  faith,  a  more  glorious  hope,  a  more  full  and  per- 
fect Christian  charity  to  mankind.  If  yon  shall  do  this  all 
our  labors  in  preparing  for  this  Convention  shall  be  amply  re- 
paid. There  is  no  welcome  of  earth  happier  than  this  I  am 
lelejrated  to  extend  to  you.  For  the  time  being  you  have  no 
abiding  city;  no  distinctions  of  nationality,  dominion,  or 
race;  no  sectional  prejudices,  none  are  for  or  against.  We 
are  one  in  Christ,  seeking  a  happier  and  a  l>etter  country.  I' 
said  there  was  no  happier  welcome  than  this,  and  I  believe' 
there  is  none.  We  welcome  you  not  only  with  fnll  hearts  and 
sympathizing,  but  to  our  homes.  The  bodily  comforts  of  our 
lives  are  yours.  The  sacred  and  loved  companionships  of  our. 
homes  wo  offer  you.    We  niako  room  for  you  at  our  family  al- 
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tan.  We  bear  yon  before  the  throne  on  high  on  the  wings  of 
prayer.  Brethren,  what  other  body  of  men,  think  yon,  save 
-Christians,"  can  thus  find  access  to  that  sacred  spot  we  know 
as  home." 

Hon.  John  Hill,  of  New-Jersey,  then  spoke  in  response. 
In  the  course  of  his  address  he  said : 

"  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  when  I  first  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  my  good  friend  the  Governor  of  this  Common- 
wealth. It  was  a  little  over  five  years  ago  that  I  met  him  in 
the  Congressional  prayer-meeting  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
I  had  gone  there  as  a  representative  of  a  district  in  my  State, 
and  I  found  this  meeting  was  held  every  Saturday  evening.  I 
went  to  that  meeting  and  heard  this  good  Governor  lead  us  in 
prayer.  I  asked  his  name.  They  said  lie  was  a  member  of 
Congress  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Washburn.  When  he  left 
us  to  become  Governor  of  this  State,  there  were  many  who  re- 
gretted to  lose  him,  because  he  was  a  noble  man  and  Christian 
statesman,  and  they  desired  to  retain  him  in  the  counsels  of 
the  nation.  I  am  glad  to  meet  him  here  upon  the  platform  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  here  strangers  to  each  other 
as  regards  our  church  relations.  We  are  here  with  our  motto: 
'The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  usl'  and  with  another  motto, 
•All  for  Christ."' 

Mr.  H.  L.  McKEK,of  Alabama,  was  alluded  to  by  the  Presi- 
dent as  a  specimen  Southerner,  whose  presence  was  a  token 
of  the  Christian  spirit  of  unity  and  brotherhood  which  still 
existed  in  the  hearts  of  Christ's  people,  despite  the  grievances 
and  the  sorrowings  of  the  past ;  and  on  being  introduced,  he 
was  received  by  the  Convention  rising  to  their  feet  and  en- 
thusiastically applauding.  President  Miller,  catching  the  in- 
spiration of  the  moment,  crossed  the  platform,  took  Mr. 
McKee  by  the  hand,  and  continned  to  shake  it  for  some 
time.    When  the  applause  subsided,  Mr.  Miller  led  off  with: 

"  We  share  oar  mutual  woes. 
Our  mutual  burdens  bear, 
And  often  for  each  other  flows 
The  sympathizing  tear." 

The  scene  was  a  thrilling  one,  and  can  never  be  forgotten 
by  any  whose  privilege  it  was  to  be  present. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Twttchell  followed  in  an  eloquent  outpouring 
on  the  glorious  character  of  the  Christian  Association  plat- 
form.   Then  followed  the  reception. 

But  we  must  hasten.  The  topics  discussed  were  those  pre- 
viously announced  in  the  Monthly.  We  now  come  to  a  state- 
ment of  the  profoundly  moving  cause  of  so  much  discomfort 
on  the  part  of  the  press  of  the  country,  the  discussion  of  reso- 
lutions introduced  to  the  Convention,  relating  to  temperance, 
tobacco,  and  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools.  The  reportorial 
mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Associated  Press  appears  to  have 
led  some  of  the  newspapers  into  the  much  greater  mistake  of 
misjudging  the  motives  of  the  Convention,  and  misstating  its 
work.  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  the  June  Monthly  it 
was  suggested  that  the  experiment  should  be  tried  of  having 
the  delegates  to  the  Convention  meet  in  several  sections. 
This  was  tried  on  Friday  morning,  when  sections  met  as  fol- 
lows: 1st,  Presidents  and  ex-Presidents  of  Associations;  2d 
Secretaries;  8d,  Directors;  and  4th,  Delegates  who  had  no  of- 
ficial connection  with  the  associations  they  represented.  It 
was  in  this  last-named  section  where  the  resolution  originated 
relating  to  the  Bible  in  schools,  as  follows: 


quently  that  Committee  reported  against  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  and  referred  the  Convention  to  a  deliverance  on 
the  same  subject  at  the  Washington  Convention.  (See  page 
118,  Proceedings  1871.) 

The  resolution  in  reference  to  temperance  was  the  same  as 
that  adopted  at  the  Detroit  Convention,  in  1868,  with  the 
word  « temperance"  changed  to  "total  abstinence;"  and  the 
resolution  on  the  use  of  tobacco  was  not  adopted,  because  the 
subject  had  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of  also  by  the  Detroit 
Convention.  So,  the  fearful  things  misreported,  as  having 
been  done  by  the  Lowell  Convention,  and  which  so  convulsed 
the  press  of  the  nation,  were  not  of  an  alarming  nature. 

The  prayer-meetings,  the  meetings  for  service  of  song,  the 
purpose  meetings,  the  consecration  meetings,  the  open-air 
services,  the  jail  meeting,  and  the  church  services  on  the  Sab- 
bath were  all  in  the  highest  manner  beneficial  to  those  who 
were  present. 

The  addresses  by  Professor  Milligan  and  Rev.  Mr.  Lang  of 
Scotland,  and  that  delivered  by  Mr.  Joseph  Anderson  of 
Watcrbury,  Conn.,  at  Huntington  Hall,  on  Thur.day  evening 
were  tributes  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  the  work  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  such  as  must  live  long  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  listened. 

For  some  inscrutable  reason, the  press  reported  some  unhand- 
some things  which  were  said  in  the  discussion  caused  by  the 
introduction  of  a  resolution  endowing  the  Monthly  to  the 
utter  exclusion  of  the  good  testimony  given  by  many  of  the 
delegates  who  have  received  and  read  it  from  the  beginning 
until  now.  When  the  discussion  closed, the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  unanimously: 

"Rttolved,  That  the  Convention  cordially  endorse  the  conduct 
of  the  Association  Monthly  during  the  pass  year ;  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  be  empowered  to  continue  the  publication  in 
its  present  form,  or,  if  in  their  judgment  deemed  expedient,  to  sub- 
stitute for  the  same  a  weekly  periodical  having  a  like  general 
character,  provided  such  change  can  be  made  without  Involving 
additional  liability  on  the  par.  of  the  Committee; and  that  full 
authority  be  given  them  for  the  adoption  of  such  measures  by 
increase  of  subscription  rates  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  necessary 
to  cover  the  expense  of  such  publication." 

The  Convention  also  adopted  the  following  resolutions  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice: 


#  "That  this  International  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion Convention  pledges  itself  to  resist  to  the  utmost  all  at- 
tempts that  have  been  made  or  that  may  be  made  to  exclude 
the  Word  of  God  from  the  public  schools  of  this  nation,  and 
that  where  it  is  temporarily  excluded,  we  will  use  special  ef- 
forts to  put  the  Bible  in  every  Roman  Catholic  family." 

This  was  adopted  by  the  section  for  reference  to  the  Con- 
vention, reported  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  P.  B.  Simons,  to 
the  Convention,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions, of  which  Mr.  W.  M,  Mabtik  was  chairman. 


"  Resolved.  That  this  Convention,  recognizing  the  difficult  del- 
icate, and  arduous  duties  devolved  upon  the  Execu'ive  Commit- 
tee, expresses  its  thanks  to  the  brethren  who,  during  the  past 
six  years,  have  constituted  that  committee,  for  their  able,  faith- 
ful, and  efficient  services,  to  wnich  in  a  large  measure  is  due  the 
wonderful  advance  during  that  period  in  the  numbers  and  use- 
fulness of  our  organizations. 

"  Resolved,  That  Cephas  Brainard,  James  Stokes,  Jr.  Tim- 
othy G.  Skllew,  Jr.,  Robert  R.  McBurney,  Edgar  a.  Hutch- 
ins,  Benj.  O.  Wetmore,  and  Verranus  Morse  be  reappointed 
as  the  Executive  Committee  lor  the  ensuing  three  yean  " 

The  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  as  the;  had  al- 
ready decided  to  do,  announced  their  'de<4re  to  be  relieved ' 
from  their  arduous  labors,  and  peremptorily  declined  a  re- 
election. They  were,  however,  reelected ;  but  in  the  evening 
tendered  their  resignation  (feeling  that  they  bad  a  right  to 
expect  that  others  should  share  in  the  responsibility  of  the 
labor  connected  with  this  great  work),  which  the  Convention 
unanimously  refused  to  accept.  In  view  of  the  action  of  the 
Convention,  the  Committee,  on  Saturday  morning,  announce 
that  they  bad  reconsidered  the  subject,  and  that  they  yielded 
to  the  desire  of  the  Convention  by  receding  from  their  pre- 
vious decision.  This  announcement  was  received  with  long- 
continued  applause,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  Conven- 
tion united  in  singing  and  prayer. 
It  was  resolved  to  hold  the  next  convention  in  the  city  of 
Subae- '  8*n  Francisco,  Cat.,  unless  the  Executive  Committee  should 


116 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[JULT, 


find  it  impracticable  to  make  arrangements  for  transportation  ward  the 
such  aa  would  be  deemed  judicious,  in  which  cose  the  conven-   unison, 
tion  is  to  be  called  for  Poughkcepsie,  N.  Y.,  that  place  hav- 
ing the  next  largest  vote. 

One  meeting  must  be  referred  to,  that  of  the  Women's 
Christian  Association  in  the  First  Congregational  church,  on 
Sabbath  morning.  It  was  addressed  by  H.  Thane  Miller, 
E.  R.  Holdkn,  and  Lanq  Sheaff.  Mr.  Miller's  appeal  in 
behalf  of  the  women  of  Lowell  who  were  in  constant  peril 
made  a  profound  impression,  and  men  and  women  gave  way 
to  their  feelings  in  tears. 

The  farewell  meeting  in  Huntington  Hall  od  Sabbath  evon- 
ing  presented  the  grandest  scene  that  had  been  witnessed  in 
Lowell  for  years.  The  large  hall  was  completely  jammed, 
notwithstanding  the  inconvenient  warmth  of  the  atmosphere. 
{As  hundreds  of  persons  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  even 
standing-room  in  the  hall, the  First  Congregational  church  was 
opened,  and  a  largo  meeting  was  held  there,  presided  over 
by  Mr.  P.  B.  Simons,  of  Philadelphia.]  Forty  persons 
signified  their  desire  for  prayer'  on  behalf  of  their  souls. 
The  addresses  of  the  parting  delegates  were  earnest,  pa- 
thetic, and  friendly.  The  final  hand-shaking,  and  parting 
song,  in  which  true  Christian  hearts  blended  with  each 
other,  was  the  closing  scene  of  the  Convention.  Of  the 
many  important  discussions  in  the  Convention,  we  must  say 
simply,  that  the  results  were  not  there — the  results  are  to  be 
worked  out  in  the  Associations.  The  hints  have  been  carried 
away  from  Lowell  to  the  distant  North,  and  South,  and  East, 
and  West.  And  the  few  days  of  Christian  fellowship  enjoyed 
in  Lowell  at  the  June  Convention  of  1872  will  be  long  cher- 
ished in  the  recollection  of  its  delegates  and  the  friends 
whose  hospitality  was  generously  bestowed  upon  them. 

The  handsome  sixteen-page  leaflet  containing  selections  from 
Bongs  of  Devotion,  copies  of  which  were  served  to  the  delegates 
gratuitously  by  the  publishers,  Biolow  and  Main,  was  of 
eminent  service,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Convention  were  ex- 
pressed in  an  appropriate  resolution.  The  part  taken  by 
Prof.  W.  H.  Doane,  of  Cincinnati,  in  conducting  the  services 
of  praise,  was  also  very  properly  made  a  subject  for  expres- 
sion of  gratitude.  


coining  year,  moie  intelligently  and  in  greater 


The  work  done  in  Pennsylvania  by  Rev.  8.  A.  Taggart  and 
Professor  William  Johnson,  as  stated  briefly  in  the  letter  of 
"Viator"  in  another  place,  is  an  indication  of  what  can  be 
accomplished  by  earnest,  devoted  Christian  young  men  in  a 
short  time.  This  system  of  sending  agents  into  all  parts  of 
the  country  wherever  there  is  population,  is  one  that  cannot 
be  dispensed  with.  If  young  men  are  the  important  elements 
in  the  moral  and  social  growth,  and  in  the  political  character 
of  our  nation,  then  they  must  be  reached  by  young  men  who 
have  desires  far  above  those  of  a  merely  temporal  nature. 
They  must  be  reached  by  those  who  go  to  them  as  believers 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity  and  in  truth;  and  this 
great  spiritual  motive — love  for  young  men  for  their  souls' 
sake,  must  be  preeminent.  "Viator's"  letter  shows  that 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  not  only  may  exist,  bat 
are  needed  everywhere — in  small  towns  as  well  as  in  large 
cities. 


A  vast  amount  of  force  stands  idle  in  our  Associations  to- 
day, because  those  who  manage  them  know  not  how  to  util- 
ize it.  Another  large  amount  is»  wasted  on  impracticable 
schemes.  This  is  not  strange,  for  heretofore  our  Association 
workers  and  managers  have  had  only  a  "  picked-up  "  educa- 
tion. They  have  picked  up  something  from  their  own  expe- 
rience, something  from  our  conventions,  and  a  little  from  the 
Monthly.  The  time  has  come  when  a  training-school  should 
be  established  to  educate  young  men  for  General  Secretaries 
or  Association  Superintendents.  When  this  is  done  we  shall 
have  fewer  sick  Associations  to  "doctor,"  and  fewer  dead 
ones  to  bury. 


COMBINATION  OF  LECTURE  BUREAUS. 

Tub  International  Lecture  Bureau,  originally  established  by 
the  Detroit  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations, 
and  referred  by  the  Indianapolis  Convention  to  its  Secretary, 
Mr.  Charles  Mumford,  as  an  individual  enterprise,  has  been 
combined  with  the  American  Literary  Bureau,  the  union  pre-  ! 
serving  the  corporate  name  of  the  last,  but  comprising  the 
working  force  of  both.  Mr.  Mumford  has  addressed  a  circu- 
lar to  the  old  patrons  of  the  International,  hoping  still  to  hear 
from  them  at  the  new  office  of  the  American  Literary  Bureau, 
Cooper  Institute,  New- York  City.  The  Bureau  presents  for 
the  season  of  1873-73  an  array  of  talent  which  will  doubtless 
command  the  attention  of  Lyceums.  Mr.  Mumford  is  so  well 
known  as  an  active  Association  worker  and  a  reliable  busi- 
ness-man, that  any  commendatory  words  of  ours  are  unneces- 
sary. ^____^_ 

A    MOVE   IN    THE    RIGHT   DIRECTION. 

A  brother  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Association 
work  and  wants  thinks  it  would  be  well  for  the  General  Sec 
xetaries  of  our  Associations  to  meet  some  time  next  fall  or 
winter,  to  confer  together  concerning  the  interests  of  the  As- 
sociation, and  the  best  methods  of  work.  Such  a  conference 
would  prepare  the  secretaries  to  move  their  Associations  f  or- 


The  article  contributed  by  Mr.  John  C.  Pearce,  on  the  Rise 
and  Progress  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  as  will 
be  observed  by  the  reader,  is  a  very  plain  story  of  the 
beginning  of  this  mode  of  Christian  work,  and  reveals  what 
difficulties  can  be  overcome  by  earnest  and  persistent  labor. 
We  may  be  sure  that  young  men  who  could  not  find  a  room  to 
meet  in,  and  therefore  met  and  prayed  together  and  conversed 
together,  on  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
around  a  street  lamp-post,  were  of  the  right  spirit  to  inaugurate 
a  movement  which  has  asserted  itself  as  a  powerful  ally  of 
the  Church  in  many  a  conflict  since.  The  contribution  is,  in 
substance,  the  address  recently  delivered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Association  in  London,  before  the 
Brooklyn  Association. 


No  convention  of  our  Associations  has  been  so  much  mis- 
represented and  slandered  as  that  recently  held  at  Lowell. 
This  is  clear  evidence  that  the  cause  is  growing  in  strength 
and  power  for  good.  Nothing  was  done  by  the  Lowell  con- 
vention which  calls  for  excuse  or  explanation. 


The  Lowell  Convention  demonstrated  one  thing — namely, 
that  no  man  can  at  once  take  up  the  work  of  the  Associations 
without  previous  experience,  and  carry  it  on  successfully.  A 
little,  just  a  little  experience  is  an  absolute  necessity. 


The  Pastor  of  the  Desert— Jean  Jauousseau.  By  Eugene 
Pelletan.  Translated  from  the  French.  Dodd  &  Mead,  pub- 
lishers. 

This  little  book  sets  forth  the  chief  incidents  in  the  life  cf  an 
eccentric,  godly  pastor  of  France,  who  endured  persecution  for 
maintaining  the  Protestant  faith  under  Louis  XVI.  The  writer 
has  displaced  admirable  skill  in  the  portrayal  of  character,  and 
in  weaving  in  events  of  national  importance  with  scenes  of  quiet 
life  among  peasants.  Pastor  Jarouaseau  shows  a  sublime  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  devotion  to  truth  which  is  truly  apostolic, 
and  profitable  for  this  age  to  contemplate. 
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Tour  Among  the  Associations  of  Pennsylvania. 

FROM  VIATOR. 

The  work  in  the  old  Keystone  State  goes  bravely  on.  Last 
autumn  the  Executive  Committee  instituted  a  series  of  local  con- 
ventions or  visitation  meetings.  Since  the  35th  of  last  Novem- 
ber (with  an  interval  during  the  month  of  February),  these  meet- 
ings have  been  constantly  conducted  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  the  last  one  having  been  held  at  Montrose,  on  the  18th  of 
May.  These  meetings  have  been  conducted  by  Rev.  8.  A.  Tag- 
gart,  State  Secretary,  assisted  by  Professor  Wm.  Johnson  and  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  their  respective  districts. 
Fifty  conventions  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
occupying,  on  an  avenge,  from  one  day  and  a  half  to  two  days 
in  each  place.  Twenty  new  organizations  have  been  effected 
since  the  first  of  last  October.  The  State  numbers  almost  one 
hundred  organizations,  working  with  more  or  less  efficiency,  ac- 
cording to  their  fields,  numbers,  and  earnestness.  Th«  results  of 
these  meetings  have  been  undoubtedly  good.  Souls  have  been 
saved,  Associations  have  been  revived,  and  slothful  Christians 
have  been  stirred  to  embrace  their  privilege  of  working  to-day 
in  the  Master's  vineyard.  Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  Associa- 
tions in  Pennsylvania, 

Connellsville  is  a  town  of  two  thousand  inhabitants,  fifty- 
seven  miles  from  Pittsburg,  on  the  Pittsburg  and  Baltimore 
Railroad.  A  large  number  of  young  men  are  engaged  on  the 
railroad  and  in  the  machine-shops  of  that  place.  The  field  is  one 
needing  attention.  The  Association  has  struggled  under  difficul 
ties,  and  succeeded  in  keeping  its  vitality,  although  well-nigh 
unto  death.  Not  having  a  room  in  which  to  meet,  they  have 
been  somewhat  embarrassed  at  times;  but  they  have  found  a 
fruitful  field  of  labor  in  holding  cottage  prayer-meetings  among 
the  neglected  families  of  the  place.  The  meetings  at  this  place, 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  were  as  rain  upon  the 
parched  ground,  vitalizing  the  faithful,  praying  brethren,  and 
girding  them  with  a  new  strength.  Let  the  evangelical  churches 
of  Connellsville  say,  by  their  liberality,  that  the  Association  shall 
stand  upon  its  feet,  furnish  it  a  room,  and  find  that  it  is  more 
blessed  to  give  than  receive  by  the  influence  of  the  Association 
in  increasing  their  life  and  membership. 

Dunbar. — This  is  one  of  the  few  places  in  which  the  Associa 
Hon  possesses  a  building  of  its  own.  They  know  how  to  work 
at  Dunbar,  and  also  to  watch  and  pray  without  ceasing.  Since 
the  completion  of  their  building,  there  has  been  an  almost  con- 
stant state  of  revival.  It  is  located  in  the  country,  four  miles 
from  Connellsville.  Densely  populated,  it  is  a  good  field  .for 
work.  Many  have  been  brought  to  Christ  through  the  Associa- 
tion work  at  Dunbar.  May  it  always  continue  to  reach  out  for 
the  lost,  and  show  them  the  "  light  of  life."  It  is  gladdening  to 
see  the  number  of  old  men,  with  young  hearts,  who  are  willing 
to  join  the  young  men  in  their  glorious  work.  The  meetings 
were  refreshing  to  members  and  visitors  alike. 

BimoETTSTOWN— A  village  on  the  Pan-Handle  Railroad, 
twenty-five  miles  from  Pittsburg.  The  Association  here  has 
grown  in  efficiency,  and  promises  a  good  work  in  the  future  in 
its  rapidly  growing  field  of  labor.  Its  influence  among  the 
young  men  has  been  healthful.  They  have  a  flourishing  literary 
society,  conducted  with  rare  skill  by  its  members,  and  yet  not  to 
the  neglect  of  the  spiritual  interests  and  work  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

Cakdob.— This  is  entirely  a  country  organization,  and  yet  for 
perseverance  in  the'  Marter's  work  it  sets  a  noble  example  to 
many  of  the  larger  towns  and  cities.  The  meetings  were  held  in 
this  place  during  the  intensely  cold  weather  of  last  winter,  and 
yet  did  not  prevent  the  attendance  of  many  who  came  for  miles 
through  the  fierce  winds  and  blinding  snow-storm  to  enjoy  the 
fellowship  of  kindred  spirits  in  Christ  Jesus.  They  have  been 
organized  over  four  years,  and,  though  scattered  over  an  area  of 
country  for  miles  in  extent,  have  constantly  kept  up  their  prayer- 
meetings  and  cottage-meetings.  They  have,  for  some  time  past, 
conducted  a  mission  Sabbath-school  in  a  village  two  miles  down 
the  railroad,  which  has  heretofore  been  without  school  or  church, 
and  their  efforts  will  doubtless  end  in  a  church  organization 
Few  in  numbers,  they  are  worthy  of  all  praise  for  their  zeal  and 
fidelity  in  the  good  work.  May  they  never  "  be  weary  in  well- 
doing." Inference:  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  are 
needed  in  country-places,  ana  can  flourish  in  them. 


Beaver  Falls — A  town  of  three  thousand  inhabitants,  thirty 
miles  from  Pittsburg,  on  the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne,  and  Chicago 
Railway.  The  immense  cutlery  works  of  this  place  furnish  a 
large  number  of  persons  with  employment,  and  especially  young 
men,  making  it  one  of  the  best  fields  in  the  State  for  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  During  the  visit  of  the  Committee, 
an  organization  was  completed.  The  pastors  and  churches  were 
united  in  sustaining  it,  and  good  results  are  hoped  for  from  this 
large  and  needy  field. 

Franklin.— This  is  one  of  the  towns  of  the  "  oil  regions,"  con- 
taining about  six  thousand  inhabitants.  The  Convention  was 
both  instructive  and  stirring  in  this  place.  Delegates  from  the 
Associations  of  Wolf  Creek  and  Canal,  from  twelve  to  twenty 
miles  distant,  added  much  interest  by  the  recital  of  their  expert, 
ence  in  Christian  work.  The  reception  speech  of  Colonel  McCal- 
mont  showed  that  his  heart  was  in  the  right  place,  and  that  he 
was  alive  to  the  cause.  The  brethren  of  Franklin  have  a  zeal 
according  to  knowledge,  and  though  the  Association  has  worked 
its  way  against  the  opposition  of  indifference  on  the  part  of  pro- 
fessing Christians,  it  has  been  a  positive  power  for  good  in  the 
community,  and  by  its  fruits  has  testified  that  the  Lord  has  been 
with  it.  On  Sabbath  evening,  the  spacious  Presbyterian  church 
was  filled  to  overflowing,  and  the  meeting  was  one  of  unabated 
interest  from  beginning  to  end. 


Laymen's  Institute. 

Oh  the  evenings  of  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  the  16th, 
17th,  and  18th  of  May,  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Pittsburg  held  a  Laymen's  Institute  at  their  rooms,  which  was 
well  attended,  and  was  the  means  of  arousing  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm in  the  work  for  the  summer  among  many  not  hitherto 
actively  engaged  in  the  summer  work.  On  Thursday  evening, 
the  exercises  consisted  first  of  a  report  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart, 
State  Secretary,  of  the  various  conventions  which  have  been  held 
throughout  Pennsylvania  during  the  past  winter,  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  State  Executive  Committee. 

The  question  for  discussion  for  the  evening,  "  How  can  a  lay- 
man work  for  Christ  f"  was  then  taken  up  by  Captain  KrrwoOD, 
of  Milwaukee,  Vice-President  of  the  Western  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  whose  address  consisted  mainly  of  incidents  relating  to 
his  own  efforts  in  connection  with  the  Seamen's  Friend  Society, 
and  of  the  good  resulting  from  his  work — showing  from  his  own 
experience  what  could  be  done  if  once  thoroughly  Imbued  with 
love  for  the  Master. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Hornblowkr,  D.D.,  of  the  Western  Theological 
Seminary,  then  spoke,  opening  with  the  remark  that  this  ques- 
tion, "  How  can  a  layman  work  for  Christ  ?"  should  never  have 
been  asked  by  any  one,  and  never  would  have  been  had  not  the 
clergy  assumed  responsibilities  which  God  never  intended  t* 
be  borne  by  them — the  responsibility  of  doing  all  that  was  to  be 
done,  and  thus  relieving  the  laymen  of  what  was,  in  God's  plan, 
their  bounden  duty.  He  cited  instances  from  the  Holy  Scriptures 
plainly  teaching  the  duty  of  Christian  laymen  to  work  for  the 
Master,  as  He  gave  them  opportunity,  and  to  make  use  of  the 
abilities  Ood  bad  given  them  in  the  way  that  they  could  do  the 
most  good,  either  by  preaching,  teaching,  or  whatsoever  other 
way  was  best.  His  address  was  full  of  liberal,  progressive  ideas 
on  the  subject  of  lay  work,  and  was  listened  to  with  deep  atten- 
tion. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  topic  for  discussion  was  "  Bible  Study." 
First,  "  For  personal  benefit,"  by  Rev.  T.  H.  Hanna— a  presenta- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  studying  the  Bible  thoroughly  and  earn- 
estly, for  the  warming  up  of  our  own  hearts  and  the  enlighten- 
ment of  our  own  minds,  before  we  could  presume  to  teach  it  to 
others,  and  expect  good  results  therefrom. 

Second,  "  In  preparation  for  lay  work,"  by  Wm.  Bakbwbll, 
Esf.,  an  earnest  student  of  the  Bible.  If  we  want  the  Bible  to 
be  of  use  to  us  in  our  work,  we  must  study  it  diligently,  intelli- 
gently, prayerfully,  and  daily,  and  not  only  portions  of  the  Bible, 
but  the  whole  Bible,  including  the  genealogies,  so  generally 
omitted,  which,  while  they  are  necessary  for  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  Bible,  contain  many  gems  of  rare  beauty,  such  as 
Jabez's  prayer,  and  others.  The  Bible  should  be  read  through 
once  every  year,  reading  a  certain  number  of  chapters  daily,  and, 
if  possible,  allowing  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  reading  of 
them  on  the  regular  day.  Tne  best  time  for  reading  the  Bible  is 
In  the  morning. 

Rev.  A.  J.  Rowland  then  spoke  on  preparation  for  prayer- 
meetings.  We  should  first  have  a  general  knowledge  of  the 
Bible,  then  a  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the  people  whom  wo 
expect  to  meet  at  the  prayer-meeting,  and  then  select  a  passag* 
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of  Scripture  suitable  to  their  wants,  which  passage  should,  as  far 
as  possible,  be  confined  to  one  subject.  In  preparation  there  are 
three  plans :  the  nxegetical — taking  a  chapter  and  studying  it ; 
the  reference— taking  the  subject  as  presented  by  the  reference 
veruea ;  but  the  analytical  was  preferable  to  either  of  these — tak- 
ing one  paragraph,  finding  first  the  general  truth  taught,  and 
then  the  special,  thus  giving  point  and  effect  to  the  meeting. 

Stturday  evening  the  topic  was  "  Open  air  Services"— opened 
by  Rev.  A.  B.  Leonard,  on  the  manner  of  conducting  them,  not 
on  the  public  and  travelled  streets,  but  in  the  lanes  and  alleys, 
among  the  poor  and  lowly ;  not  only  on  the  Sabbath,  but  on 
evenings  of  week  days,  and  not  with  learned  and  scholarly  ad- 
dreese«,  but  with  simple,  earnest  appeals  and  exhortations  reach- 
ing the  hearts  of  the  people.     . 

Rev.  J.  D.  Herb  followed  on  "The  Themes  for  Open-air  Meet- 
ings." The  theme  should  always  be  something  in  reference  to 
man's  guilt  and  condemnation,  the  love  and  mercy  of  Jesus,  and 
His  willingness  to  forgive — generally  taking  for  the  basis  of  re- 
marks some  of  Christ's  own  words  or  works. 

Mr.  William  Johnson  then  spoke  in  reference  to  the  beet 
plan  of  following  up  the  meetings,  so  that  impressions  produced 
might  result  in  thorough  reformation.  In  his  experience,  one  of 
the  simplest,  easiest,  and  most  effective  was  to  remain  after  the 
meeting  and  convene  with  those  who  remained,  as  many  always 
do,  waiting  for  somebody  to  talk  to  them. 

Mr.  Thomas  D.  Logan,  Chairman  or  the  Open-air  Committee 
of  the  Association,  then  spoke  in  reference  to  the  work  proposed 
by  the  Committee  Jbr  the  summer.  Captain  Kitwood,  by 
special  request,  then  related  incidents  occurring  at  his  open-air 
preaching,  which,  coming  bom  him  in  his  earnest,  enthusiastic 
way,  produced  good  effects. 

During  the  meetings,  opportunities  were  given  for  questions 
and  suggestions,  which  brought  out  many  practical  thoughts 
that  will,  no  doubt,  be  carried  into  effect. 


Visitation   of  New-York   Associations. 

BY.   MR.  OEOBOE  W.  LEONARD. 

Tint  New-York  State  Executive  Committee  met  at  Poughkeep- 
sie,  May  10th,  and  authorized  me  to  visit  the  Associations  of  the 
State  in  their  behalf,  until  the  next  State  Convention  to  be  held 
in  Lockport,  August  27th.  I  have  now  visited  the  Associations 
in  and  adjacent  to  New-York  City,  and  along  the  Hudson  River, 
and  shall  next  go  Norih  and  West  from  Albany. 

The  plan  thus  far  pursued  has  been  to  call  on  prominent 
members  of  the  Associations,  individually,  inquire  into  the  condi- 
tion, working,  and  wants  of  their  Associations,  and  offer  my  ser- 
vices to  tbem  in  giving  suggestions  or  instructions  concerning  | 
their  work.  I  found  the  Associations  in  the  cities  of  New- York 
and  Brooklyn,  for  the  most  part,  in  excellent  working  order,  and,  as 
anticipated  before  visiting  them,  not  in  need  of  suggestions,  nor 
wanting  instructions. 

The  German  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New- 
York  City  was  found  sadly  in  need  of  something  more  than  ad- 
vice— Indeed,  advice  under  the  circumstances  would  have  been 
useless  and  almost  mockery.  Their  number  is  small ;  they  are 
poor,  and  receive  but  very  little  encouragement  from  any  source. 
But  surrounded  as  they  are  by  an  immense  number  of  German 
young  men  (some  25,000),  three-fourths  of  whom  are  under  no 
religious  influences,  I  cannot  believe  that  half  a  million  dollars 
could  be  better  expended  in  the  service  of  Christ  than  in  erecting, 
right  in  the  midst  of  that  dense  mass  of  young  men,  a  large, 
commodious,  attractive  building  for  them,  with  free  reading- 
room,  etc.,  etc.,  under  the  auspices  of  the  German  Young  Men  s 
Christian  Association. 

The  Newtown  Association  promises  to  revive  their  weekly 
prayer-meeting,  and  very  soon  put  in  operation  some  other  meth- 
ods of  attracting  young  men  to  Christ. 

The  Astoria  Association  resolved  to  engage  in  open-air  ser- 
vices, Bible-class,  and  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  for  young  men. 

Mount  Eisco,  in  addition  to  a  most  remarkably  encouraging 
prayer-meeting  held  every  Sabbath  evening,  agreed  to  organise 
a  Young  Men's  Bible-class  and  a  free  singing-class,  and  to  re- 
vive the  project  of  an  Association  building,  which  received 
much  favor  when  talked  of  about  a  year  ago. 

North  Shore  (S.  I.)  is,  in  one  sense,  the  model  Association  of 
the  State.  It  was  no  sooner  organised  than  it  began  to  make  an 
effort  for  a  home  of  its  own.  And  this  effort  being  persisted  and 
persevered  in,  they  have,  to-day,  a  gem  of  a  building  nearly  com- 
pleted, costing  upward  of  $17,000,  and  all  the  money,  within  a 
few  hundred  dollars,  subscribed. 

The  PmnrmrTT.T.  Association  is  alive  to  a  sense  of  their  duty 
to  God  and  to  young  men ;  they  promise  to  sustain  a  weekly  pray- 
er-meeting, and  out-door  services  during  the  summer ;  and  in  the 
mil  to  try  some  additional  measures  to  win  young  men  from  ways 


of  sin  to  the  paths  of  holiness.  In  Yonxkrs  new  interest  i» 
awakened.  I  hope  permanent  good  will  be  the  result  of  this  tour, 
as  spasmodic  effort  and  effervescent  enthusiasm  were  everywhere 
discouraged,  and  the  necessity  for  persistent,  faithful,  devoted  ser- 
vice pressed  home.  I  find  in  everr  place  a  few,  and  in  some  places' 
many  warm-hearted  Christian  young  men  willing  and  ready  to 
engage  in  the  work,  only  waiting  for  some  one  to  take  the  initia- 
tory steps.  

Under    the    Shadow   of  St.    Peter's. 

FROM  MB.  B.  0.  MORSE. 

Rome,  May  27th,  1879. 

It  was  a  pleasant  surprise,  last  Saturday  evening,  to  see  pla- 
carded in  the  hotel  the  announcement  that  Rev.  Dr.  Herrick 
Johnson,  of  Philadelphia,  was  to  preach,  the  next  morning,  at 
the  American  Union  church,  which  has  been  worshipping  the 
past  two  months  within  the  walls  of  Rome.  We  found  a  small 
company  in  an  upper  room.  The  service  was  delightful  and  re- 
freshing. In  the  afternoon,  we  partook  of  the  communion.  This 
little  band  of  believers  is  the  only  company  of  English-speaking 
Protestant  Christians  that  assembles  within  the  walls  of  this 
city.  The  American  chapel  and  English  church  are  located  just 
beyond  the  Porta  del  Populo,  the  gate  of  the  so-called  strangers* 
quarter  of  the  city.  The  church  was  organised  the  past  season, 
and  Rev.  Henbt  R.  Watte,  of  New- York,  has  been  the  acting 
pastor.  The  services  will  be  suspended  during  the  heated  term, 
and  resumed  next  season.  Dr.  J.  B.  Gould,  a  well-known  Amer- 
ican physician  in  this  city,  whose  wife  has  been  doing  noble 
work  in  behalf  of  the  destitute  and  ignorant  children  in  Rome, 
is  a  leading  officer  of  the  church. 

You  will  be  deeply  interested  to  learn  (hat  a  movement  look- 
ing to  the  organisation  of  an  American  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  in  this  city  has  been  already  made,  and  the  following 
committee  of  organisation  has  been  chosen :  Messrs.  O.  H. 
Ewell,  Dr.  J.  B.  Gould,  S.  E.  Bunck,  and  Aug.  St.  Gaudens. 
They  hope  to  open  a  reading-room  in  the  autumn.  Such  a  so- 
ciety would  be  admirably  adapted  to  the  situation  here.  To  the 
mass  of  transient  American  residents  in  Rome,  a  good  reading- 
room,  well  furnished  with  periodical  and  local  literature,  would 
prove  peculiarly  acceptable  and  attractive.  Dr.  Gould  and  sev- 
eral American  artists  have  already  made  a  beginning,  and,  with 
timely  aid  from  home,  will  be  able  to  secure  well-located  rooms 
the  coming  season.  This  is  the  first  Association  organised  in 
Italy.  Thoughtful  and  devoted  Christians  among  the  Italians 
are  noticing  the  work,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  our 
countrymen,  if  successful  in  this  good  enterprise,  will  be  the 
means  of  starting  a  similar  movement  among  the  native  Protest- 
ants of  this  beautiful  land.  In  no  country  are  the  unconverted 
young  men  so  accessible  to  undenominational  appeal  and  non- 
sectarian  effort,  and  this  circumstance  opens  before  the  ajssoda- 
tion  in  Italy  a  wide  field  of  usefulness. 


"  Walking  with  God:  the  Life  Bid  with  Christ,  by  Samuel  Ire- 
naeus  Prime,  published  by  A  D.  P.  Randolph  a  Co.,  is  a  small, 
neatly-bound,  and  well-printed  book,  which  a  young  man  could 
carry  in  his  pocket  and  read  at  convenient  intervals  by  the  way. 
It  contains  some  admirable  advice  and  frank  words  of  counsel. 
It  abounds  with  the  things  which  Christians  constantly  need  to 
be  refreshed  with,  and  for  which  they  are  heartily  grateful 
The  author's  heart  is  right,  as  well  as  his  head.  The  little 
book  is  full  of  bold,  striking,  and  convincing  appeals  to  the 
reader  to  live  a  "  life  hid  with  Christ,"  besides  giving  instruc- 
tions as  to  how  "  walking  with  Christ "  is  the  practical  char- 
acteristic of  the  Christian  course.    * 


Laieus,  by  Lyman  Abbott,  and  published  by  Dodd  &  Mead,  as- 
sumes to  be  the  story  of  an  unsophisticated  but  enlightened 
layman — a  lawyer  who  writes  so  familiarly  about  his  "  Lange," 
in  connection  with  his  poor  minister's  expository  lecture,  as  to 
lay  him  under  suspicion  of  his  being  a  eleri-cus  instead  of  a  lay 
one.  But  his  story  of  a  struggling  church,  and  his  life-like  de- 
scriptions of  obstacles  that  couldn't  be  anything  else  (unless  they 
tried),  and  his  amiable  solution  of  getting  over  the  main  diffi- 
culty, his  own  critical  tendency,  by  plunging  into  work,  and  hav- 
ing no  time  to  look  after  those  who  don't,  is  the  most  admirable 
lesson  in  the  book  Laieus  is  destined  to  administer,  kindly, 
much  needed  rebuke  to  many  an  erring  sinner,  in  many  a  place 
where  it  would  be  unsafe  to  say  the  same  things  out  loud,  and 
we  hope  his  admonitions  will  do  good  to  those  who  get  called 
and  to  those  who  call  them.  .    »»-•.-• 
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JEWS  OE  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Items  upon  the  following;  and  kindred  topics  -will  fee 
specially  welcome  s 

1.  New  features  In  the  work.  z.  News  of  Conventions. 
S.  Interesting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  or  As- 
sociations In  the  local  press.  7.  In  wbat  departments 
tbe  greatest  and  tbe  least  success  have  been  acbleved. 

f3T"  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  sbould  fee  sent  to  tbe  MONTHLY 
promptly,  while  tbe  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
talolng  notices  sbould  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago. — The  fourteenth  anniversay  of  the  Chicago  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  May  20th,  in  the  Centennial 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  Monroe-street.  The  house  was 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity.  Mr.  T.  W.  Harvey,  the  newly 
elected  President,  conducted  the  exercises.  Mr.  C.  M.  Henderson 
submitted  a  synopsis  of  the  various  reports  prepared  by  the  sev- 
eral committees.  The  Association  for  many  years  had  been  strug- 
gling with  a  burden  of  debt,  but  a  year  ago  a  special  effort  to  lift 
it  had  been  made,  and  with  success.  The  adoption  on  the  part 
of  the  city  of  the  free  library  scheme  rendered  it  lees  necessary 
en  the  part  of  the  Association  to  take  steps  to  secure  this,  one  of 
its  great  objects ;  and  when  the  new  hall  was  built,  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  library  should  be  confined  to  religious  works. 
The  work  of  the  Association  appealed  to  all  good  citizens,  and  it 
would  be  more  necessary  in  the  future  than  ever  before.  The 
churches  would  be  farther  removed  from  the  centre  of  the  city, 
and  the  Association  would  be,  in  many  cases,  the  only  reminder 
of  duty  owed  to  the  Creator  by  all.  Everything  must  depend  on 
the  support  accorded  by  the  public  to  the  Association.  With  re- 
gard to  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  Association,  it  was  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  and  the  managers  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  

AN  EXHIBIT  THAT  IB  CHKEKTN8. 

A  few  extracts  from  the  Managers'  report  will  suffice  to  inform 
readers  of  the  vigor  of  the  Chicago  Association  before  and  after 
being  burned  out.  Here  they  are :  "  The  papers  and  tracts  dis- 
tributed gratuitously  during  the  year  were,  English  papers,  58,- 
700 ;  German  papers,  18,900 ;  tracts,  44,077 ;  Bibles  and  Testaments 
furnished  by  the  Bible  Society,  680.    The  Library  Committee  be- 

rthe  year  in  the  magnificent  new  hall  provided  expressly  for 
Early  in  the  year  it  was  made  free,  when  its  circulation  in- 
creased greatly ;  with  but  6000  volumes  in  all,  it  gave  out  ia  the 
one  month  of  September,  2500  books.  Its  files  contained  200 
newspapers  and  magazines,  and  it  had  a  daily  attendance  of  230. 
After  the  fire  it  opened  rooms  at  Nob.  OS  and  97  West  Randolph- 
street,  also  a  reading  room  at  the  First  Baptist  church.  Since 
December  1st,  it  reports  for  the  West  side  an  average  dally  attend- 
ance of  150 ;  periodicals  on  file  dally,  27  ;  weekly,  44 ;  monthly,  23.  ; 
number  cf  volumes  in  library,  2000  ;  daily  attendance  on  South 
side,  50.  The  library  cash  receipts  have  been :  Insurance,  $7800 ; 
donations,  $1258.50 ;  total,  $8553.50.  The  disbursements  having 
been  made,  $8425.43  remain  in  the  treasury.  The  Employment 
Committee  obtained  situations  for  2000  persons  from  April  1st  to 
October  9th,  1871. 

■WORK  OF  THE  TOSS  FELLOWS. 

The  saloon  work  has  been  continued  through  the  year  by  the 
"  Yoke  Fellows."  The  daily  noon  prayer-meeting  up  to  the  fire 
had  an  attendance  during  the  week  of  150,  and  on  Saturdays  for 
the  study  of  the  Sabbath-school  lesson,  500.  Since  the  fire,  these 
meetings  have  been  held  at  the  First  Baptist  church,  and  on  the 
West  side  at  the  library  rooms.  The  Saturday  evening  meetings, 
under  the  charge  of  the  Yoke  Fellows,  have  been  well  attended 
during  the  year,  and  the  means  of  doing  much  good.  They  are 
now  held  at  the  library-room,  Noe.  95  and  97  West  Randolph- 
street.  Sabbath  evening  services  were  conducted  at  Farwell  Hall 
up  to  and  including  the  night  of  the  fire,  with  large  attendance 
and  marked  results.  Since  the  fire,  services  have  been  held  by 
Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs  in  the  First  Baptist  church  on  the  South  side, 
and  for  a  time  in  the  Seventh  Presbyterian  church  and  the  thea- 
tre on  the  West  side.  -The  Yoke  Fellows  now  hold  them  la 
the  library-room,  which  is  often  crowded  to  overflowing.  The 
strangers'  meeting,  which  was  held  in  lower  Farwell  Hall  on 
Monday  evenings  up  to  the  time  of  the  fire,  with  an  attendance 
of  from  75  to  150,  has  since  been  held  in  the  library-room.  The 
total  reoaipts  for  the  year  from  May  1st  to  April  1st,  1872,  were 


$9566 10,  being  somewhat  below  the  expenditures.  The  member, 
ship  of  the  Association  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  1000. 
The  Publication  Committee  have  printed  during  the  year :  Every- 
body's  Paper,  1,200,000  copies,  and  Heavenly  Tidings,  450,000 
copies,  a  total  of  1,650,000  copies.  This  department  is  entirely 
self-sustaining. 

AFTER  THS  FIRS. 

The  Special  Relief  Committee  was  organized  immediately  after 
the  fire,  and  continued  as  supplementary  to  the  work  of  the  City 
Relief  and  Aid  Society.  It  reports  the  distribution  of  clothing  as 
follows :  Five  hundred  cases  to  the  churches  in  the  burnt  district, 
to  the  Ladies'  Christian  Union,  and  to  the  Good  Samaritans  for 
redistribution  by  them.  Seventy-five  packages  have  been  re- 
ceived for  parties  and  delivered  to  them.  Eight  hundred  cases 
have  been  opened  and  distributed  by  this  committee,  containing 
29,828  articles,  which  were  given  to  2427  families.  Also  a  num- 
ber of  packages  that  were  received  and  distributed  during  the 
first  two  weeks  after  the  fire.  They  disbursed  in  cash  to  pas- 
tors of  ehhrches  in  the  burnt  district,  $4500 ;  salaries,  drayage, 
and  freight,  $1500 ;  Ladies'  Christian  Union,  $650 ;  given  to  families 
or  individuals,  and  paid  out  for  them  in  the  purchase  of  clothing, 
bedding,  rent,  and  supplies,  $18,43850;  total,  $25,088.80. 

ON  THE  FUTURE  WORK. 

The  President,  Mr.  Harvey,  after  listening  to  the  glorious  sta- 
tistics which  had  been  poured  out,  solemnly  pledged  himself  for 
the  campaign  and  urged  every  member  of  the  Association  to  step 
into  the  work.  Mr.  D.  L.  Moody  followed  in  one  of  his  spirited 
and  thrilling  addresses,  calling  upon  young  men  to  become  men 
of  work — men  of  one  Idea,  and  that  Christ  and  Him  crucified, 
and  to  adopt  the  motto  of  Paul :  "  This  one  thing  I  do ;  I  press 
toward  the  mark  of  the  high  calling."  Major  Whittle  mode  on 
address  on  the  importance  of  the  Association's  work,  after  which 
the  proceedings  terminated. 

INDIANA. 

New- Albany,— The  Association  here  appears  to  be  prosper- 
ors.  The  reading-room  has  been  improved,  and  the  number  of 
visitors  has  greatly  increased.  The  ladies  supply  the  table  regu- 
larly with  a  handsome  and  fragrant  bouquet  of  flowers.  Solicita- 
tions by  the  Committee  for  contributions  meet  with  reasonable 
success.  The  Devotional  Committee  report  unusual  interest  at 
their  Tuesday  evening  Cottage  Prayer-meetings,  which  are  held 
alternately  in  the  upper  and  Tower  portions  of  the  city.  One  or 
two  accessions  per  month  to  the  churcnes  are  traceable  to  these 
efforts.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  is  to  be  held  in 
October,  and  the  annual  election  of  officers  is  to  take  place  in  Sep- 
tember. Miss  May  Kimball,  who  has  rendered  much  assistance 
to  the  Association,  received  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  at  the 
monthly  meeting  in  May. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore. — The  Association  is  to  commence  on  their  now 
building  as  soon  as  their  subscriptions  shall  have  reached  $150,- 
000.  At  last  accounts,  they  lacked  $17,650  of  that  amount.  The 
building,  when  completed,  is  to  oost  $200,000. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Boston.— The  twenty-first  anniversary  ol  the  Boston  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  Music  Hall  on  Monday  evening,  May  27th,  Mr. 
Ebsn  Tourobb,  President,  in  the  chair.  Rev.  A.  J.  Gordon  ol 
fered  the  opening  prayer.  From  the  annual  report,  it  appeared 
that  the  members  now  number  1616,  of  whom  465  are  associate, 
and  the  rest  active  (church)  members.  The  number  of  situations 
offered  to  young  men  through  the  Employment  Bureau  in  three 
months  is  305 ;  the  number  filled  amounted  to  105.  The  savings- 
bank,  started  in  October  lost,  has  proved  a  success,  $1803.75, 
mostly  in  small  amounts,  having  been  deposited  in  six  months  by 
the  class  proposed  to  be  benefited.  Hundreds  have  signed  the 
temperance  pledge  during  the  year ;  an  average  of  over  800  have 
attended  the  social  semi-monthly  gathering;  the  devotional 
meetings  have  been  largely  attended,  and  the  reading-room,  ly- 
ceum,  and  other  branches  have  received  their  full  shore  of  patron- 
age. The  gross  receipts  for  the  year  have  been  $11,418.74.  and. 
the  expenditures  $11,280.07.  The  first  speaker  was  Rev.  G.  C. 
LORTjfSR,  D J).,  who  chose  for  his  subject  the  name  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. "In  former  times,"  he  said,  "the  Bishop  of  Augustine 
had  enjoined  a  truce,  called  the '  Truce  of  God.'  This  truce  last- 
ed not  many  days  at  a  time,  and  in  a  few  years  its  observance 
hadpossedaway.    Now  there  seemed  to  be  no  truce, and  all  th. 
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Christian  world  even  is  divided  into  hostile  camps,  without  re- 
gard to  the  one  leader  and  the  one  cause.  Bat  the  time  mast 
come  when  we  mast  all  go  forward,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  heart 
to  heart,  and  bear  to  the  end  the  cause  of  Christ  asrainst  anti- 
christ. Now  the  society  which  will  carry  forward  His  cause  is 
the  one  to  whom  we  now  do  honor  on  its  twenty-first  anniversa- 
ry. I  uphold  it  because,  first,  it  is  an  Association,  and  organiza- 
tion is  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  good ;  second,  it  is  a 
Christian  Association ;  and,  third,  because  it  is  made  up  of  young 
men."  Rev.  John  Walker  Jackson  was  the  next  speaker. 
"  He  first  drew  a  comparison  between  the  '  My  School  and  My 
Schoolmasters'  of  Hush  Miller  and  that  which  would  be  written 
by  a  criminal.  It  is  the  true  end  of  such  organizations  as  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  to  prevent  the  writing  of  such 
histories  as  the  criminal  would  write  in  his  cell.  A  stranger  in 
a  city  like  this,  how  much  temptation  may  he  enter  into  in  a 
short  time  t  One  will  have  a  thousand  invitations  to  do  ill  to  one 
to  do  good."  Rev.  W.  M.  Parky,  of  Nottingham,  Eog.,  made 
the  closing  address,  and  dealt  out  some  very  plain  truths  in  ref- 
erence to  the  continual  hankering  after  success,  big  figures,  with 
few  results  in  the  salvation  of  immortal  souls.  Rev.  Dr.  Neale 
pronounced  the  benediction,  and  the  interesting  exercises  were  at 
an  end. 

Fall  River. — The  Association  here  is  in  a  lively  and  pros- 
perous condition.  On  Wednesday  evening,  May  29  th,  in  accord 
ance  with  a  previous  invitation  which  had  been  extended  to  the 
Associations  of  Woonsocket,  New-Bedford,  Westerly,  Bristol,  and 
Providence,  ten  delegates  from  each  responded.  The  occasion 
was  one  of  social  festivity.  Strawberries  and  cream,  ice-cream, 
sandwiches,  and  coffee,  abounded  both  before  the  speeches  and 
after  them.  The  large  hall  of  the  Association  was  crowded  by 
the  people  of  the "  Mill  City"  to  welcome  the  invited  guests. 
Addresses  were  made  by  Mayor  Richmond,  of  New-Bedford ;  Pas- 
tor 'John  Gray,  of  Fairhaven  ;  Brother  Crocker,  of  Westerly  ; 
Brother  Bishop,  of  Bristol ;  Dr.  Eddy  and  Elder  Butler,  of  Fall 
River ;  Thos.  W.  Chace,  President  of  the  Providence  Association  j 
W.  H.  Anderson,  its  Secretary ;  and  Bev.  C.  M.  Winchester.  The 
guests  were  kept  in  Fall  River  all  night,  and  were  allowed  to 
depart  early  in  the  morning,  the  better  for  their  visit.  A  corre- 
spondent of  one  of  the  Providence  dailies  alludes  to  the  Fall 
River  Association  as  follows :  "  The  wealth  of  the  city  is  poured 
out  liberally  to  aid  in  the  noble  object  of  throwing  a  moral  and 
Christian  bulwark  about  the  young  men  who  find  their  homes  by 
thousands  here.  We  were  told  that  the  mills  contributed,  on  an 
average,  about  three  dollars  per  thousand  spindles  annually,  to 
support  the  Association."  The  Fall  River  brethren,  in  their  last 
annual  report,  say :  "  Our  reading-room  is  one  of  the  bright 
spots  in  our  existence,  87,833  visitors  having  availed  themselves 
of  the  advantages  of  this  room  tho  past  year,  being  an  increase- 
of  19,092  over  last  year." 

MICHIGAN. 
Grand  Rapids.— Our  alert  brother,  Morean  S.  Crosby, 
writing  under  date  of  May  28th,  says :  "  Our  Association  has  re- 
moved its  headquarters  to  No.  19  Monroe-street,  where  we  have 
very  pleasant  rooms,  and  the  best,  I  apprehend,  in  the  State. 
Our  work  increases  on  our  hands — so  much  so,  that  we  have  em- 
ployed a  General  Secretary,  with  whom  and  his  work  we  are 
much  pleased.  His  duties  are,  of  course,  various  in  a  city  of 
20,000  inhabitants.  He  has  been  engaged  very  largely  in  Bible 
distribution  since  his  engagement  (in  April),  and  the  Bible  So- 
ciety very  generously  donate  to  us  all  the  Bibles  we  can  judi- 
ciously distribute.  In  this  way  our  Secretary  has  been  enabled 
to  canvass  a  large  part  of  the  city,  and  we  believe  the  labor  will 
prove  a  great  blessing  to  Ihe  community.  Besides,  we  have  com- 
menced out-door  preaching  on  the  Sabbath,  and  have  been  en- 
couraged by  the  three  services  already  held.  Our  ministers 
cheerfully  assist  us,  and  so  far,  and  for  some  time  hence,  will  do 
the  preaching.  In  this  way  we  are  reaching  classes  we  could 
not  easily  get  inside  of  any  church  or  hall.  Our  intention  is  to 
secure  a  desirable  lot,  and  build  ere  many  years — looking  to  per- 
manency." 

MINNESOTA. 
St.  Paul.— The  sixteenth  anniversary  of  the  St.  Paul  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  the  Opera  House  on  Sunday  evening,  June  2d. 
The  opening  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  P.  Batch  well 
and  Rev.  F.  T.  Brown,  D.D.  After  the  choir  and  audience  had 
sung  "  Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee,"  the  President,  Mr.  D.  R.  Notes, 
Jr.,  delivered  an  address,  from  which  we  cull  a  few  extracts : 


*  This  Association  was  organized  August  11th,  1856,  with  eigh- 
teen members.  In  1866  and  1867  the  Association  carried  on  its 
relief  work  through  Ward  Committees.  In  January,  1870,  Mr. 
E.  W.  Chase,  our  present  excellent  and  eidcient  City  Missionary, 
entered  upon  bis  work.  Thus,  for  sixteen  years  this  Association 
has  been  laboring  for  the  general  good,  quietly  and  unostenta- 
tiously filling  places  of  need  as  they  arose  in  our  community.  It 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  here  that  hundreds  of  persons  have, 
through  this  relief  work  of  the  Association,  been  saved  from  be- 
coming paupers,  and  thus  a  burden  on  the  county,  and  thousands 
of  dollars  saved  to  our  tax-payers.  But  this  relief  work,  impor- 
tant as  it  is,  is  not  properly  ours  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  sick 
and  needy  young  men.  It  belongs  to  the  older  men  of  the  city — 
men  of  wealth,  of  experience,  of  influence — and  we  have  only  as- 
sumed it  because  there  is  no  other  organized  relief,  outside  our 
county  poor  boards,  which  covers  the  whole  necessities  of  the 
case.  Our  membership  is  now  200,  fully  half  of  whom  are  active 
members.  Our  rooms,  in  order  to  attract  young  men  to  them, 
are  now  being  thoroughly  and  neatly  refurnished,  painted,  and 
papered,  and  are  pleasant  and  convenient.  We  have  well-selected 
newspapers  on  file,  and  receive  regularly  10  periodicals  and  mag- 
azines. A  room  for  city  missionaries'  relief  work  is  now  being 
fitted  up,  and  a  new  parlor  for  chess-tables,  etc.  A  number  of 
missions  are  sustained,  members  of  the  Association  officering  and 
manning  the  Sunday-schools.  The  field  is  increasing  and  Invit- 
ing. We  cannot  go  back.  We  are  going  forward.  We  must 
have  the  new  chapels  for  the  mission  stations  at  Dayton's  Bluff 
and  the  Round  House.  We  ought  to  have  a  gymnasium  in  the 
basement  of  our  building,  to  counteract  the  wine  and  dance  cellar 
next  to  it,  and  in  t.ine  a  building  of  our  own,  open  at  all  hours. 
We  ask  your  still  more  generous  aid,  for  the  aake  of  your  sons, 
your  brothers,  yourselves.  If,  for  Christ's  sake,  you  meant  to 
give  us  $5  this  year,  give  us  $10 ;  if  $50,  $100.  If  you  doubt  its 
being  well  expended,  come  and  join  us  in  our  work,  and  see  what 
is  done  with  it."  Addresses  were  next  delivered  by  Major  D.  W. 
Whittle,  of  Chicago,  Rev.  John  Mattocks,  and  Prof.  G. 
Campbell,  of  the  Minnesota  State  University,  after  which  the 
large  audience  were  dismissed. 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas  City. — Our  correspondent,  "  L.  S.  S.,"  wrote  early 
in  May,  as  follows :  "  We  have  had  a  special  visitation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  The  labors  of  Rev.  E.  P.  Hammond,  the  evangelist, 
have  been  greatly  blessed.  One  of  the  results  has  been  the 
breaking  down  of  several  barriers  in  the  way  of  our  Association. 
These  were  sectarianism  and  politics.  Hundreds  of  persons  were 
converted.  It  seemed  that  God's  time  of  favor  had  come.  A 
meeting  of  the  Association  was  held,  at  which  the  officers  re- 
signed. Then  a  mass  meeting  was  held  in  the  largest  church. 
We  were  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  $400.  New  officers  were 
elected,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions.  The 
sum  of  $1300  was  secured,  which  lifted  us  into  a  very  nice  con- 
dition, fitting  us  for  work.  Now  we  have  an  interesting  daily 
prayer-meeting.  On  Sunday,  May  8d,  a  mass  meeting  was  held 
by  the  Association  in  a  circus  tout,  on  the  public  square.  The 
circus  had  been  exhibiting  here  for  several  days,  and  the  proprie- 
tors were  persuaded  to  let  the  tent  stand  over  Sunday  for  our 
use.  They  said  it  was  not  the  way  they  usually  made  their 
money,  but  it  was  the  way  they  were  brought  up.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  a  good  work,  and  we  feel  greatly  encouraged." 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Portsmouth. — A  correspondent  says :  "  Some  months  ago, 
at  the  close  of  a  Wednesday  evening  prayer-meeting,  those  who 
would  try  to  win  one  soul  to  Christ  this  year  were  asked  to  rise. 
One  of  those  who  rose,  who  was  always  working  to  save  souls, 
has  passed  away.  At  the  time  of  his  death.  May  10th,  Brother 
Hobton  D.  Walker  was  mayor  of  the  city,  and  was  filling 
other  responsible  positions  in  State  affairs.  Though  in  the 
world,  and  enjoying  its  honors  and  pleasures,  he  was  not  of  it. 
In  his  church  he  was  the  mainstay  and  prop.  As  a  life-member, 
advisor,  and  Christian  brother, '  we  miss  him  I' " 


NEW-JERSEY. 

Dover.— We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  By- 
laws of  the  Dover  Association.  In  absence  of  any  accompanying 
statements  of  facta,  the  interpretation  to  be  made  ia  that  every- 
thing is  in  excellent  order.  We  hope  to  hear  what  the  brethren, 
are  doing— accomplishing— -when  they  send  again. 
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Hackenaack.— Says  a  correspondent :  "  Notwithstanding  the 
unpopularity  of  Association  work  in  this  community  heretofore, 
It  is  becoming  an  instrumentality  for  much  good.  Our  numbers 
are  steadily  increasing,  and  the  greatest  interest  is  manifested  in 
our  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer-meetings.  We  are  extending  our 
work  by  .visiting,  at  stated  periods,  the  jail  and  poorbouse,  as 
well  as  taking  an  active  part  in  tbe  temperance  reform.  We 
number  forty  members  ;  have  no  building  of  our  owo  ;  have  a 
free  library  and  reading  room ;  distribute  religious  papers  and 
tracts,  and  have  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  tbe  year  round.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year,  five  young  men  have  professed  their  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  and  have  united  with  the  Church. 
We  feel  greatly  encouraged.  President,  O.  Van  Houten  ;  Vice- 
President,  Walter  Vanderpool;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
W.  A.  Kipp;  Financial  Secretary,  A.  J.  DEVOE." 

Newark. — The  anniversary  of  the  Newark  Association  was 
held  on  Monday  evening,  June  10th.  From  the  eighth  annual 
report,  it  appears  that  the  total  membership  is  570.  During  the 
year,  the  Association  purchased  the  Park-street  Presbyterian 
church  property,  and  have  fitted  up  superb  rooms.  The  library 
contains  about  1000  volumes.  There  were  18,000  visits  to  the 
reading-room  duiing  the  year.  The  receipts  for  the  year  amount- 
ed to  $3006.45,  and  the  disbursements  to  $3064.54  Fifty-five 
young  men  obtained  employment  through  the  proper  committee, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  destitute  persons  were  aided  by 
the  executive  airent.  The  devotional  meetings  have  been  very 
successful,  and  precious  results  are  expected.  Much  missionary 
work  has  been  done  during  the  year  by  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  Newark,  brethren  are  instinct  with  life,  and  are  doing 
a  good  work.  They  occupy  an  important  field,  and  seem  con- 
scious of  their  responsibility.  Rev.  W.  R.  Nicholson,  D.D.,  and 
Rev.  George  S.  Hare,  D.D.,  delivered  addresses  at  the  anniver- 
sary. 


NEW-MEXICO. 

Santa  Fe. — We  are  indebted  to  our  indefatigable  brother, 
O.  T.  Clark,  of  the  Brooklyn  Association,  for  the  information  that 
Mits  Mallery,  of  that  city,  has  an  interest  in  the  young  men  of 
New-Mexico.    The  following  communication  tells  the  story : 

*"  A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  been  organized  in 
Santa  F6,  New-Mexico,  and  nowhere  is  such  an  institution  more 
needed  than  on  the  frontier  military  posts  of  our  country.  They 
have  opened  a  reading-room,  and  are  anxious  to  make  it  attrac- 
tive as  possible.  Any  contributions  of  pictures,  books,  or  maga- 
zines will  be  most  welcome,  aud  may  be  sent  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Q. 
T.  Clark,  rooms  of  Brooklyn  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
Miss  Mallery.  who  has  been  laboring  there  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  forward  them  with  other  contributions  to  the  Santa  Fe  As- 
sociation." 


NEW-YORK. 
Albany. — Tbe  Albany  Association  has  had  a  course  of  twelve 
entertainments,  with  what  spiritual  results  is  not  stated.  The 
last  was  the  "  Barnabee  Concert,"  June  13th,  and,  as  a  musical 
demonstration,  was  regarded  as  a  success.  The  Albany  Journal 
says  of  it  that  "it  was  superb  in  every  respect.  Barnabee's 
comic  singing  was  applauded  to  the  echo,  and  repeatedly  en- 
cored, as  was  also  the  fine  cornet  playing  of  Arbuckle." 

Aurora. — A  friend,  brimful  of  enthusiasm  and  faith,  writes 
to  Inform  The  Monthly  that  "  the  glorious  consummation,"  the 
birth  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  took  place  in  the 
beautiful  village  of  Aurora,  on  the  banks  of  Cayuga  Lake,  a  few 
days  since  (in  May).  It  had  been  suggested  by  Rev.  Thomas  C. 
Strong,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Out  of  seven 
persons  who  united  with  that  church  at  its  last  communion,  five 
were  young  men,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty.  In 
order  to  get  these  young  men  engaged  in  Christian  work,  their 
pastor  conceived  the  happy  idea  of  banding  them  with  the  young 
men  of  other  churches  in  the  form  of  an  Association.  It  has 
been  done,  and  it  is  promised  that  Aurora  is  to  be  heard  from 
hereafter.  The  ancient  Aurora  rose  early  in  the  morning,  before 
the  sun,  opened  with  her  rosy  fingers  the  gates  of  the  East, 
poured  dew  upon  the  earth,  and  made  the  flowers  grow — her 
rose-colored  chariot  being  drawn  by  white  horses.  Why 
shouldn't  Aurora  be  heard  from  ? 

New-York  {Eastern  Branch).— The  fourth  anniversary 
of  the  Eastern  Bramoh  of  the  New- York  Association  was  held  in 


the.  Seventh  Presbyterian  church,  corner  of  Broome  and  Ridge 
streets,  on  Monday  evening,  June  8d,  Mr.  J.  F.  Patten  presiding. 
Rev.  O.  B.  Bell  and  Rev.  E.  D.  Murphy  conducted  tbe  opening 
exercises.  Mr.  J.  Clayton  Steacy,  Secretary,  read  the  annual  re- 
port,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  monthly  meetings  and 
"  free  lunches"  were  largely  attended ;  that  the  devotional  meet- 
ings had  Veen  attended  with  considerable  interest,  and  the  Sab- 
bath open  air  services,  although  prevented  by  the  refusal  of  the 
police  to  protect  them,  gave  place  to  meetings  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Association,  conducted  by  down-town  ministers,  which  had 
been  very  blessed  in  their  influence,  and  instrumental  in  bringing 
many  weary  and  anxious  souls  to  the  feet  of  Jesus  ;  that  a  res- 
olution providing  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  has 
taken  definite  shape,  and  the  first  thousand  dollars  has  been 
pledged ;  and  that  the  Invitation  Committee  are  engaged  in 
maturing  a  plan  for  tbe  visitation  of  all  the  east-side  boarding- 
houses,  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  young  men.  The  reading- 
room  is  well  appreciated  by  a  large  number  of  regular  visitors. 
Addresses,  both  instructive  and  eloquent,  were  delivered  by  Rev. 
W.  L.  Sabine,  of  the  Church  of  the  Atonement ;  Rev.  W.  M. 
Taylor,  of  the  Broadway  Tabernacle;,  and  Mr.  Cephas  Brainerd. 
Everything  went  well.  An  accomplished  quartette,  consisting 
of  Miss  Carrie  A.  Turner,  Miss  Kate  J.  Brown,  Mr.  S.  E.  Earle, 
and  Mr.  William  Nichol,  assisted  in  conducting  the  music,  and 
Mr.  E.  J.  Day  presided  at  the  organ. 

Poughkeepsie.— The  Ponghkeepsie  brethren  dedicated  their 
building  on  July  2d.  There  was  a  prayer-meeting  at  8J  a.m. 
The  rooms  were  open  all  day  for  visitors,  and  in  the  evening  the 
dedicatory  exercises  were  held,  followed  by  a  reception  and  re- 
freshments. 

Saratoga.— The  brethren  at  Saratoga  announce  the  appear- 
ance in  that  village  of  a  person  who  pierces  space  to  the 
height  of  about  5  feet  0  inches,  is  rather  stout,  moustache  dyed 
black,  and  has  a  cunning,  black,  twinkling  eye  (which  eye  not 
stated).  He  is  in  turns  "  Rev.,"  "  Doctor,"  "  Prof.,"  etc,  and  what 
is  worse  than  all  his  winning  ways,  he  gives  "  a  sort  of  a  medley 
lecture  upon  phrenology,  spiritualism,  medical  advice,  etc,  un- 
der guise  of  which  .he  introduces  himself  as  divinely  commis- 
sioned to  introduce  free  love  and  communism."  And  a  worse 
thing  still  remains— that  the  brethren  at  Saratoga  allowed  them 
selves  to  be  "  sold "  by  this  impostor.  It  is  hoped  that  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Saratoga  people  who  gave  this  person  entertain- 
ment will  be  a  warning  to  credulous  Christian  people  elsewhere. 

Yorlcvllle. — The  inaugural  exercises  of  the  Yorkville  Asso- 
ciation were  held  on  the  23d  of  May,  Mr.  H.  C.  Robinson,  Presi- 
dent, in  the  chair.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Quack- 
enbusb,  Rev.  Joseph  Pullman,  and  Mr.  R.  R.  McBurney,  Secre- 
tary of  the  New  York  Association.  The  speeches  were  inter- 
spersed with  recitations  and  vocal  and  instrumental  music  The 
officers  of  the  Association  are:  President, '  Henry  C.  Robinson; 
First  Vice-President,  James  A.  Smith  ;  Second  VicePresident, 
Hon.  William  A.  Whitbeck ;  Third  Vice-President,  James  T. 
Drummond ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Henry  Falmer,  Jr. ;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  James  D.  Shipman;  Treasurer,  Townsend 
Wandell. 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati. — At  the  last  (June)  business  meeting  of  the  As- 
sociation here,  the  Committees  who  visit  the  jail  and  workhouse, 
presented  very  encouraging  reports  of  their  work  among  the  in- 
mates in  those  institutions.  The  reports  of  the  other  Committees 
— Employment  and  Boarding  house  among  them — gave  evidence 
of  earnest  and  vigorous  work  on  behalf  of  young  men  in  that  im- 
portant city. 

Cleveland. — The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Association  here 
was  held  in  the  Third  Presbyterian  church,  on  Friday  evening, 
May  16th.  Mr.  H.  A.  Sherwin  presided,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
opening  address  stated  that  lay  preaching  was  an  instrumen'ality 
by  which  the  Association  had  done  much  good.  In  every  in- 
stance of  this  kind  of  service  the  people  bad  sent  for  help.  From 
August  1st,  of  1871,  to  May  1st,  of  1872,  no  less  than  103  lay 
delegations  had  gone  out  from  the  Association  to  hold  services. 
The  present  actual  membership  is  about  550.  The  receipts  fur 
the  pnst  year  amounted  to  $3613  54,  most  of  which  was  expend- 
ed. The  members  of  the  Association  sit  down  to  tea  together 
once  a  week.    The  average  attendance  at  the  daily  prayer-meet- 
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ing  wm  48  ;  at  the  young  men's  Saturday  evening  prayer-meet- 
ing, 60 ;  the  Sunday  afternoon  meeting,  -157,  and  the  Union 
Passenger  Depot  meeting,  on  Sundays,  250.  The  ministers  of 
Cleveland  have  been  cordial  in  their  cooperation.  Mr.  Lang 
Sheaff,  late  of  Cincinnati,  commenced  his  labors  as  General  Su- 
perintendent August  1st,  and  has  proved  to  be  "  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place,"  God  having  already  greatly  blessed  his  efforts. 
The  Committee  on  Employment  received  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  applications  from  young  men  who  were  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  assisted  fifty-one  of  them  to  situations.  The  building 
fund  received  $7781.34,  and,  after  disbursing  some  obligations, 
there  is  a  balance  of  $1617.45  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 
After  the  reading  of  the  various  reports,  addresses  were  made  by 
Rev.  E.  B.  Baffensperger,  Bev.  J.  E.  Twitchell,  Colonel  Edward 
Anderson,  and  Mr.  H.  Thane  Miller.  The  music  and  the  ad- 
dresses were  alike  eloquent. 

Dayton. — At  the  last  anniversary  of  the  Association  in  Day- 
ton, a  report  of  which  has  but  lately  reached  us,  the  exercises 
were  of  a  most  interesting  character.  Mr.  E.  A.  Daniels,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association,  was  in  the  chair.  Our  first  glance  at  the 
report  invites  us  to  read  it.  The  topics  marked  out  for  considera- 
tion are :  The  rooms,  the  donation  library,  cottage  prayer-meet- 
ings, preaching  or  lay  services  at  Harshmanville,  at  Wagoner's 
school-house,  county  jail,  county  Infirmary,  and  the  Sabbath  open- 
air  servises,  visitation  of  hotel  guests,  distribution  of  Bibles,  em- 
ployment, Calvary  chapel  Sabbath  school,  Sunday-school  at 
Momma's  school-house,  railroad  mission  Sunday-school,  Harsh- 
manville Sunday-school,  Patereon  Sunday-school,  Good  Hope 
Sabbath-school,  and  Mount  Pleasant  Sabbath-school.  This  pro- 
gramme, which  forms  the  outline  of  the  report,  indicates  the  exist- 
ence of  a  very  active,  energetic,  and  successful  Association  in  Day- 
ton. Everybody  is  at  work,  and  work  is  going  on  in  every  direction 
that  can  be  reached  by  its  members.  The  library  numbers  222  vol- 
umes. "  From  this  small  library  have  been  taken  out  tor  reading 
in  the  rooms,  6681  volumes  during  the  year."  The  prisoner  and 
the  stranger  have  been  visited ;  fifty  situations  were  obtained  for 
applicants ;  Sabbath-schools  have  been  carried  on ;  religious  ser- 
vices have  been  sustained.  It  is  presumable  that  Dayton  is  no 
place  for  a  young  man  professing  Christ  to  try  and  hide  him- 
self in.  It  is  a  place  for  work.  The  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion are :  President,  E.  A.  Daniels;  Vice-Presidents,  Josiah  Geo- 
hart,  H  E.  Parrott,  C.  H.  Crawford,  John  Dodds ;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  P.  W.  Parker ;  Recording  Secretary,  George  A.  Clark ; 
Treasurer,  John  H.  Winters ;  Board  of  Managers,  T.  O.  Lowe, 
C.  V.  Osborn,  A.  W.  B.  Rhodes,  I.  N.  Zehring,  W.  K.  Eckert, 

A.  C.  Fenner,  L.  D.  Beynolds,  W.  M.  Whitmore ;  Superintendent, 
H.  P.  Adams.  The  Standing  Committees  are :  Finance,  C.  V.  Os- 
born. Josiah  Gebhart,  C.  H.  Crawford,  L.  D.  Reynolds,  P.  Mitchell, 

B.  W.  Steele,  W.  B.  King;  Booms.  John  H.  Winters,  H.  E.  Par- 
rott, W.  K.  Eckert ;  Lectures  and  Social  Meetings,  J.  H.  Thomas, 
George  P.  Clark,  J.  C.  Kiefaber,  F.  W.  Parker,  T.  0.  Lowe.  A  W. 
B.  Rhodes ;  Meetings,  C.  V.  Osborn,  W.  M.  Whitmore,  J.  H.  Wei- 
ler,  John  Dodds;  Sunday-schools,  F.  W.  Parker,  T.  O.  Lowe, 
A.  C.  Fenner ;  Poor,  C.  H.  Crawford,  J.  H.  Winters,  H.  C.  Parrott ; 
Members,  A.  W.  B.  Rhodes,  J.  Mellowes,  W.  K.  Eckert ;  Printing, 
T.  O.  Lowe,  F.  W.  Parker,  J.  Gebhart ;  Church,  George  P.  Clark 
and  others. 

Toledo.— On  Sabbath  evening,  may  12th,  the  First  Congre- 
gational church  of  Toledo  was  filled  to  overflowing  by  the  mem- 
bers and  friends  of  the  Association,  who  were  met  to  celebrate 
its  seventh  anniversary.  Mr.  T.  A.  Nelson,  Superintendent  of 
the  Association,  took  charge  of  the  exercises,  and  Rev.  J.  G. 
Eraser  offered  the  opening  prayer.  From  the  Treasurers  report, 
it  appears  that  the  receipts  for  the  year  amounted  to  $1885.80.  A 
balance  remained  after  expenditures  of  $284.50.  The  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  Nelson  as  Superintendent  appears  to  have  given  the 
Association  a  great  impetus  in  its  work  in  every  department. 
The  rooms  of  the  Association  are  well  attended  every  evening, 
and  are  well  supplied  with  reading  material.  Among  the  enter 
prises  in  which  members  made  themselves  useful  was  that  of 
jail  visitation,  where  the  effect  of  the  loving  and  brotherly  coun- 
sels and  admonitions  breathed  into  the  ears  of  culprits  was  ap- 
parent in  their  good  behavior.  The  prayer-meetings  and  the 
Bible-class  maintained  their  interest  for  large  numbers  all 
through  the  year.  "  New  fields  of  labor  are  constantly  opening, 
and  forces  are  being  sent  out  to  occupy  them.  Fifteen  religious 
services  are  now  sustained  every  week  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association,  and  the  number  will  shortly  be  increased  to  nine- 
teen or  twenty." 


LAY  PREACHING. 

"  Neighboring  pastors  have  been  relieved  and  pulpits  supplied 
by  members  of  the  Association.  Some  of  the  neighboring  towns 
have  been  visited,  and  the  members  of  their  Associations  and 
churches  in  general  have  been  stirred  up  and  their  zeal  quick- 
ened. Pressing  invitations  from  other  places  have  come  to  us  to 
visit  them,  and  these  from  time  to  time  will  be  accepted,  as  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  A  Laymen's  Institute  was  held  last 
March  In  St  Paul's  church,  extending  through  three  days." 

THREE  QUARTERS  07  A  MILLION  TRACTS. 

"Mr.  Glenn  writes  from  Dublin,  under  date  of  April  28d,  that 
the  Dublin  Tract  Repository  had  forwarded  to  the  Younsr  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Toledo  three  quarters  of  a  million  of 
tracts— to  which  intelligence  our  hearts  respond:  'Praise  God, 
from  whom  all  blessings  flow.' " 

CONCLUSION  OF  REPORT. 

After  indicating  many  other  departments  of  service  well  at- 
tended to,  the  report  has  the  following  among  its  closing  pas 
sages :  "  All  this  work  has  been  accomplished  without  noise  or 
ostentation.  Much  as  has  been  done,  we  feel  that  it  is  but  the 
beginning  of  what  there  is  to  do.  Our  city  Is  making  rapid 
strides  to  greatness  in  point  ot  population  and  commercial  im- 
portance. Hundreds  of  young  men  are  flocking  to  it  from  their 
quiet  homes  in  the  country.  They  come  to  enter  upon  an  un- 
tried life,  full  of  large  hopes  and  high  anticipations.  As  they 
cross  the  threshold  of  our  city,  five  hundred  saloons  throw  wide 
open  their  doors,  and  bid  them  a  hearty  welcome  to  all  their 
damning  associations.  Let  them  but  enter,  and  their  course  is 
easy  to  predict.  The  gay  companion,  the  fragrant  cigar,  the 
card-table,  the  glass  of  ruby  wine,  and  then  the  chamber  of  her 
whose  feet  take  hold  on  hell.  Afterward  loss  of  self-respect,  ruin, 
death.  No  overdrawn  picture,  but  the  history  of  many  a  life 
which  opened  with  much  promise,  and  over  which  the  eternal 
night  has  settled." 

AN  APPEAL. 

Mr.  James  M.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
made  an  earnest  appeal  for  aid  to  carry  on  the  Association  in 
such  a  manner  as  should  make  it  most  effective  and  useful.  The 
Association  would  need  at  least  $3000  for  the  coming  year,  and 
it  looked  to  the  people  of  Toledo  for  It.  Rev.  W.  W.  Williams 
offered  the  closing  prayer.  The  audience  united  in  singing,  and 
then  dispersed. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

JBlairsville. — Recently  a  delegation  of  about  twenty  mem- 
bers of  the  Johnstown  Association  visited  Blalreville,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  before  the  Christian  young  men  of  that  place 
the  claims,  and,  if  practicable,  to  assist  in  the  organization,  of  an 
Association.  "  According  to  previous  arrangement,  a  union  pray- 
er-meeting was  held  in  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  at  ten 
o'clock  a.m.,  before  our  arrival,  and  another  service  appointed  in- 
the  Lutheran  church  for  two  o'clock,  which  the  Johnstown  dele- 
gates were  expected  to  attend.  We  arrived  in  time  for  the  meet- 
ing, which  was  a  good  one  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  entirely 
devotional.  An  open  air  service  was  appointed  at  a  quarter  to 
seven  o'clock,  and  another  union  meeting  in  the  Methodist  Epis 
copal  chuich  at  half- past  seven  o'clock.  The  open-air  service 
was  well  attended,  and  was  addressed  by  three  of  our  Johnstown 
members.  The  evening  meeting  was  all  that  could  be  resired 
as  to  its  spirit  and  numbers.  After  spending  some  time  in  devo- 
tional exercises,  the  object  and  manner  of  prosecuting  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  work  was  presented.  Tim  subject 
of  organization  was  at  once  taken  up,  considered,  and  carried 
successfully  through.  About  eighty  persons,  male  and  female, 
came  forward  and  gave  in  their  names  as  members.  The  follow- 
ing morning  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  the  closing  meeting  was 
iield  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  the  attendance  and  interest 
for  that  early  hour  was  surprising.  The  meetings,  after  our  ar- 
rival, were  all  conducted  by  members  of  the  Johnstown  Associa- 
tion, but  actively  participated  in  by  the  ministers  and  people  of 
Blairsville.  The  object  of  our  visit  was  accomplished,  and  the 
whole  occasion  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  refreshing 
and  delightful  we  ever  experienced.  If  any  good  was  done,  to 
God's  name  be  all  the  glory." 

Pittsburgh.— The  Pittsburgh  Association,  during  the  month 

of  May,  inaugurated  their  open  air  meetings  for  the  summer, 
and  are  earnestly  at  work  in  various  portions  of  the  city.  Already 
they  have  been  encouraged  by  seeing  some  good  resulting  from 
the  work  done. 
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Tidioute.— The  Association  of  Tidioute  we  judge  to  be  an 
animated  body.  The  Weekly  Journal  of  that  town  appropriates 
a  column  regularly,  which  is  edited  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association.  On  Jane  1st,  an  appeal  was  made  in  that  column 
for  an  Association  home.  The  writer  says :  "  The  Association  is 
homeless.  To  continue  long  thus  would  be  in  effect  to  disband. 
A  hired  room  in  such  a  place  as  this  must  always  be  held  by  an 
uncertain  tenure.  We  should  have  a  home  which  we  can  call 
our  own."  The  desired  home,  it  appears,  can  be  secured  in  a 
new  building  about  to  be  erected,  for  $1500.  The  Tidioute 
brethren  must  surely  be  able  to  find  friends  and  neighbors  who 
will  aid  them  to  accomplish  this  and  more.  The  appeal  we  have 
alluded  to  concludes  in  a  manner  which  should  settle  the  subject 
on  the  part  of  every  well-wisher  of  Tidioute  society  and  good 
order  generally.  It  is  this :  "  It  is  due  to  the  young  men  who 
are  soon  to  control  the  affairs  of  the  community  that  means 
should  be  provided  by  which  they  can  fit  themselves  for  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  life."  Notwithstanding  their  present  disadvan- 
tages, the  Association  teems  to  be  carrying  on  a  noble  work. 

Weatherly. — Up  the  narrow  and  tortuous  Lehigh  River, 
fourteen  miles  from  Mauch  Chunk,  is  the  town  of  Weatherly. 
High  mountains  with  projecting  walls  of  rock  stand  on  either 
side  of  it.  About  fifteen  hundred  people  comprise  its  inhabitants. 
The  greater  number  obtain  employment  in  the  large  railroad  ma- 
chine shops  located  there.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  8d  of  May, 
Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  and  Prof.  William  Johnson  made  a  flying  visit 
np  the  mountain  gorge,  and  alighted  at  Weatherly,  much  to  the 
surprise  of  some  of  the  good  people,  who  had  no  previous  warn- 
ing of  their  coming.  But  soon  the  word  was  circulated !  >y  means 
of  posters  and  zealous  friends,  that  a  Committee  of  the  State  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  had  come  to  pay  them  a  visit,  and  talk  to  them 
about  Association  work ;  and  that  a  meeting  would  be  held  in 
the  Presbjrtorian  church  that  evening.  After  an  out-door  service 
of  twenty  minutes,  the  people  came  to  the  church  and  listened  to 
the  speeches,  which  told  of  the  nature  of  the  work,  and  how  the 
Lord  bad  blessed  it  in  other  places,  and  to  the  sweet  songs  of 
Prof.  Johnson.  It  was  "determined  then  and  there,  that  Weather- 
ly should  have  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  The 
friends  abroad  may  not  hear  much  from  this  little  town  in  the 
mountains,  but  this  is  to  assure  them  that  there  are  some  in 
Weatherly  who  have  gone  into  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  to  work 
while  it  is  called  day.  May  the  Spirit  of  Ood  infuse  the  Associa- 
tion of  Weatherly  with  His  own  strength,  and  bring  souls  to 
Jesus  through  it.  '   - 

RHODE   ISLAND. 

Providence.— Vtom  Providence  (May  28th)  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing cheering  report  >"  The  Providence  Association  held  its 
annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  on  the  18th  (May), 
which  resulted  as  follows :  President,  T.  W.  Chaee ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, G.  M.  Carpenter,  John  W.  Angell,  Amos  C.  Baratow,  David 
W.  Hoyt;  General  Secretary,  Wm.  H.  Anderson;  Recording 
Secretary,  Benjamin'  W.  Gallup ;  Treasurer,  Benjamin  W.  Ham. 
From  present  indications,  our  Association  will  very  soon  be  in 
thorough  working  order  in  all  its  departments.  The  newly- 
elected  President  is  a  live  man,  and  full  of  true  Association  spirit. 
He  believes  the  Presidency  to  be  not  a  mere  complimentary  office, 

but  a  working  one.  The  other  officers  are  all  men  of  character, 
ability,  and  influence.  Their  determination  is,  as  far  as  in  them 
lies,  lo'make  the  coming  year  one  of  fruitfulness— one  that  may 
be  remembered  in  the  history  of  %ur  work.  Alreaiy  God  is 
blessing  us.  The  noon-day  and  Saturday  evening  prayer-meet- 
ings have  largely  increased  in  attendance,  and  not  urifr equent- 
iy  the  impenitent  are  asking  for  our  prayers.  Steps  are  now 
being  taken  to  renovate  and  beautify  the  rooms,  and  to  increase 
the  advantages  offered  to  the  hundreds  who  take  so  much  pleas- 
ure in  visiting  them.  Iiast  Sabbath  evening  (May  28th),  an  ex- 
periment was  made,  in  the  form,  of  an  anniversary  meeting,  for 
quickening  an  interest  in  this  good  cause,  and  we  are  happy  to 
say  it  was  a  gram  success.  Besides  the  speakers  and  officers  of 
the  Association,  the  Governor  of  the  State  and  Hon.  A.  C.  Bar- 
stow  tat  on  the  platform.  Every  available  space  in  the  Music 
Hall  waa  filled,  and  many  were  obliged  to  go  away,  having  been 
too  late  to  get  inside.  Rev.  Messrs  Sawyer,  Twining,  and  Bain 
bridge  took  part  in  the  exercises.  The  choirs  of  three  churches 
united  in  the  performance  of  the  opening  anthem."  On  the  8d  of 
June  the  Association  made  the  Board  of  Aldermen  a  special  sub- 
ject for  prayers  at  their  noon  meeting.    "  A  small  newspaper,  to 


be  issued  monthly,  under  the  editorial  management  of  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary,"  is  announced. 

TEXAS. 
Houston.— A  correspondent,  under  date  of  June  6th,  says : 
"  We  have  been  at  work  for  four  months,  have  now  over  forty 
active  and  some  twenty-five  counselling  members.  We  have  a 
very  comfortable  room,  very  nicely  furnished,  and  keep  it  open 
every  night.  We  have  some  thirty  papers  regularly  on  the 
table,  and  are  now  at  work  to  procure  a  library." 


VIRGINIA. 
Alexandria. — The  subscriptions  to  the  Building  Fund,  at 
the  beginning  of  May,  according  to  the  Advocate,  amounted  to 
|865.  One  member  of  the  Association,  Brother  Hawkins,  carry- 
ing a  little  book  in  his  pocket,  which  he  produces  opportunely 
when  he  meets  any  person  who  has  a  trifle  to  spare,  raised 
$11.80  for  the  month  of  April  And  the  Advocate  observes  that 
a  dozen  such  collections  would  raise  $1700.40  a  year.  So  they 
would.    Why  won't  they  try  T 

CharlottemrtUe.~£n  Association 
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has  been  organized  at 


WISCONSIN, 
Janewilte.— At  the  fifth  annual  meeting  of  this  .Associa- 
tion, the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  year:  President, 
W.  G.  Wbeelock  ;  Vice-President,  N.  Dearborn  ;  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  J.  B.  Crosby  ;  Recording  Secretary,  H.  Mi  Hart  ; 
Treasurer,  Jambs  Sutherland  ;  Librarian,  C.  C.  Cheney  ;  Di- 
rectors, E.  L  Barrows,  Lewis  Hont,  H.  P.  Bliss,  J.  J.  Wagner, 
S.  H.  Reynolds.    The  Association  was  organized  by  Bro.  E.  A. 
Burnell  five  years  ago,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  daily  prayer- 
meeting,  which  has  been  conducted  by  it  uninterrupted  ever 
since.    The  power  of  the  Association  for  good  in  this  city  is  felt 
dally.    The  relief  work  done  by  the  Association  in  the  winter-  . 
time  is  very  valuable ,-  and  the  daily  meetings  are  a  constant  . 
rallying  point  for  citizens  and  strangers.    May  it  continue  as  long 
as  the  beautiful  Rock  River  flows  through  our  city. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Hamilton,  Ont.— Rev.  R  Cade  addressed  the  Association 
on  Friday  evening,  May  81st.  His  subject  was  "The  Traveller 
and  his  Guide."  He  described  the  traveller  as  a  tinner  plodding 
his  way  up  a  steep  and  precipitous  mountain  in  danger  of  being 
precipitated  into  eternity  at  every  moment  were  it  not  that  he 
had  a  guide  to  show  the  right  path.  The  guide  was  Christ,  who 
had  died  for  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

Napanee,  Ont.— The  first  anniversary  of  the  Association 
here  was  held  on  Friday  evening.  May  10th,  the  President,  Rev. 
J.  Scott,  in  the  chair.  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  and  Rev.  Mr.  Roadhouse 
took  part  in  the  opening  exercises.  From  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, it  appeared  that  48  persons  had  become  members  during 
the  year,  a  reading-room  had  been  fitted  up,  the  tables  of  which 
were  supplied  with  the  best  and  choicest  literature  of  the  day, 
and  the  library  had  400  volumes.  Mr.  William  Johnson,  of 
Belleville,  ex-President  of  the  Provincial  Associations,  and  Mr. 
T.  J.  Wilkie,  of  Toronto,  made  stirring  addresses.  The  Napanee 
Standard  says  the  anniversary  was  the  entertainment  of  the 
season. 

Ontnrio. — The  Provincial  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations  in  Ontario,  Canada,  is  to  assemble  at  Belleville, 
in  August. 

St.  Catharines.— The  St.  Catharines  Weekly  Times  makes  a 
very  friendly  appeal  to  the  "  citizens  who  de* ire  the  mental  and 
moral  improvement  of  the  youth  "  of  that  town,  on  behalf  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  gives  the  following  suc- 
cinct statement  of  its  work :  "  It  is  now  nearly  four  years  since 
this  Association  was  organized  in  this  town,  and  during  that 
time  it  has  been  carried  on  very  successfully  by  a  number  of 
willing  workers.  The  character  of  the  work  is  truly  praise- 
worthy, consisting,  amongst  other  branches  of  labor,  regular  jail 
and  hospital  visitation,  tract  distributions,  mission  work  and  poor 
relief.  They  have  also  at  considerable  expense  maintained  a  free 
reading-room,  open  every  day  from  10  o'clock  a.m.  to  10  o'clock 
p.m.,  and  the  funds  to  carry  on  this  work  have  been  mostly  con- 
tributed by  a  number  of  members.    The  Hall  of  the  Association 
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has  been  lately  enlarged  and  Improved,  and  an  instrument  pur- 
ehaaed  for  the  room. 

Toronto, — The  following  account  of  the  laying  of  the  cor- 
ner-atone cf  the  new  building  of  the  Association  In  Toronto  ia 
from  the  CHobe :  "  An  interesting  ceremony  took  place  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  June  lat,  in  connection  with  the  laying  of  the  corner- 
atone  of  die  Young  Men's  Christian  Association's  new  building 
to  be  erected  at  the  corner  of  Queen  and  James  streets.    A  num- 
ber of  prominent  gentlemen  were  present  on  the  platform,  besides 
those  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings.    The  building,  when 
completed,  will  be  a  large  and  handsome  structure,  facing  Queen- 
street,  and  furnishing  to  the  Association  both  better  accommoda- 
tion and  greater  freedom  from  the  din  and  bustle  of  the  city  than 
the  rooms  they  at  present  occupy  on  King-streot.    The  proceed- 
ings commenced  with  the  singing  ot  a  hymn,  after  which  the 
Bar.  Canon  Baldwin  real  a  portion  of  Scripture,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Cochrane  offered  up  a  prayer  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
Prof.  Wilson,  ex-President  of  the  Association,  then  addressed 
the  meeting.    He  referred  to  the  analogy  which  the  ceremony,  in 
which  they  were  to  be  engaged,  bore  to  the  laying  of  the  foun- 
dation of  a  useful  and  happy  life ;  spoke  of  the  wish  so  generally 
entertained  by  those  who  were  older,  that  they  only  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  laying  such  foundations  again ;  hoped  that  the 
training  afforded  to  yonng  men  by  this  Association  would  prove 
a  boon  to  our  young  and  growing  country,  whose  foundation  had 
been  so  lately  laid ;  gave  some  interesting  reminiscences  of  the 
early  history  of  the  society  when  it  met  in  the  basement  of  the 
Temperance  Hall  eight  years  ago,  and  its  meetings  were  attended 
by  four  or  five  members ;  and  felicitously  compared  its  condition 
then  with  its  position  and  prospects  now,  when  it  counted  its 
number*  by  hundreds,  was  about  to  erect  a  costly  edifice  of  its 
own,  and  had  become  an  influential  member  of  a  great  organisa- 
tion whose  ramifications  were  rapidly  encircling  the  world.    Then 
followed  the  reading  of  a  parchment,  afterward  enclosed  with 
other  articles  in  a  glass  vessel,  and  placed  in  a  hole  in  the  corner- 
stone.   The  parchment  contained  the  names  of  the  officers  of  the 
society,  of  the  architects  and  builders  of  the  edifice,  etc.,  and  in 
the  vessel  were  placed  copies  of  the  Toronto  daily  papers,  speci- 
mens of  current  coins,  etc,  etc.    Mr.  Gbokgb  Hague,  on  behalf 
of  the  society,  then  presented  to  Mr.  McDonald,  the  President, 
s>  beautiful  silver  trowel,  to  be  used  in  performing  the  ceremony. 
He  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  great  benefits  conferred  on  the  so- 
ciety by  Mr.  McDonald,  and  characterized  the  honor  awarded 
him  as  a  fitting  tribute  to  one  without  whose  aid  the  enterprise 
would  never  have  been  begun,  much  less  brought  so  far  on  the 
way  to  completion.  Mr.  John  McDonald,  President  of  the  Assocla. 
tion,  briefly  and  impressively  responded,  declaring  that  many  had 
given  more  largely,  in  proportion  to  their  means,  than  he  had 
done,  especially  some  of  the  young  men  themselves.    He  traced 
the  history  of  the  scheme  from  its  inception  till  now,  and  spoke 
feelingly  of  the  work  of  the  Association,  of  which  no  record  ex- 
isted, and  no  adequate  description  could  be  given.    The  ceremo- 
ny of  laying  the  stone  was  then  performed  by  Mr.  McDonald  in 
the  name  of  the  Trinity,  and  with  a  statement  of  the  object  for 
which  the  building  is  intended;  after  which  brief,  interesting, 
.  and  suitable  addresses  were  made  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Mauling,  Bev. 
Mr.  McDonald,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Stewart.    The  doxology  was 
then  sung  and  the  benediction  pronounced,  thus  bringing  the 
proceedings  to  a  close." 

ENGLAND. 
London. — The  annual  breakfast  meeting  of  the  Association 
was  held  at  the  rooms  in  Aldersgate-street  on  Tuesday  morning, 
May  14th,  at  six  o'clock.  The  members  and  friends  of  the  Asso- 
ciation gathered  in  large  foice.  Mr.  J.  D.  Alcroft  presided- 
He  said  in  the  course  of  his  address :  "  Every  one  should  remem- 
ber that  he  possesses  great  influence,  and  that  it  may  be  exerted 
for  the  good  of  all  around.  There  are  representatives  here  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  we  welcome  them  all.  It  is,  indeed, 
a>  pleasure  to  meet  them,  and  we  are  very  glad  to  see  such  evi- 
dences of  joy  in  their  countenances.  We  read  that  the  Inter- 
national has  branches  all  over  the  world.  If,  therefore,  an  insti- 
tution whose  avowed  object  is  to  pull  down  thus  endeavors  to  ex- 
tend its  influence,  shall  not  we,  whosn  mission  it  ii  to  build  op, 
act  with  as  much  concert  of  manner?"  Able  addresses  were  de- 
livered by  Bev.  C  K.  Flindt,  M.A.,  Bev.  Samuel  Knowles, 
Bev.  Wm.  Dinwiddie,  LL.B.,  Mr.  J.  8tark  Dewar,  President 
of  the  Association  of  Athens,  (Greece,  Mr.  H.  Bowkeb.  Mr.  Geo. 
Head,  Mr.  O.  Williams,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Shipton,  and  the  com- 
pany broke  np  at  nine  o'clock. 


SCOTLAND. 
Greenock. — At  the  thirty-second  annual  meeting  of  the 
Greenock  Association,  a  report  of  which  has  just  reached  us,  the) 
annual  report  set  forth  that  there  were  six  branches,  285  meet- 
ings held,  108  essays  read,  44  questions  considered,  25  special  de- 
votional meetings,  2  social  meetings,  2  readings  given,  88  mem- 
bers admitted,  44  members  resigned,  1  transferred  to  associate 
role,  108  average  roll  during  the  year,  58  average  attendance,  to- 
tal membership,  ISO.  The  various  departments  of  tine  work  had 
been  conducted  with  suocess,  and  a  building  fund  has  been  es- 
tablished. The  expenditures  amounted  to  about  $1065.  The 
officers  for  the  current  year  are :  President,  James  auld  ;  Vice- 
President,  John  S.  Forsyth  ;  Joint  Secretaries,  John  Love  and 
Douoald  Bell;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Thomas  Hinmers; 
Reading  Room  Secretary,  John  Morrison  ;  Treasurer,  Charles 
McCabe  ;  librarian,  Archibald  Youno. 

MISCELLANEO  US. 
Greenock,  Scotland.— The  Young  Men's  Protestant  Asso- 
ciation of  Greenock  held  its  annual  meeting  and  soiree  last 
April.  This  Association  is  doing  a  good  work  in  its  sphere,  and 
is  in  cooperation  with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  ac- 
complishing much  in  preparing  young  men  to  combat  the  errors 
of  Popery,  and  draw  young  Romanists  to  Jesus,  to  pray  through 
Him  only,  and  through  no  other  mediator.  Mr.  Auld,  President 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  "  gave  some  information  regarding  the  state  of  religion 
and  morals  in  Paraguay,  South-America,  which  he  visited  lately. 
Until  recently,  Romanism  had  all  power  in  that  country,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  the  debasing  teaching  of  the  Jesuits  had 
paralysed  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  sunk  the  nation  to  a  very 
low  ebb— such,  he  said,  are  the  legitimate  results  of  Popery.  He 
alluded  to  the  training  of  the  young,  and  said  that  Rome  man- 
ages this  with  skill.  If  the  youth  of  our  land  were  well  trained 
in  Scriptural  truths  and  right  principles,  we  would  have  fewer 
perversions,  and  a  notable  case  about  which  so  much  was  said  at 
present  ought  to  stimulate  us  to  greater  exertions  in  this  cause. 
Konunlsm  has  clever  and  wily  emissaries  "in  religious  and  polit- 
ical circles,  against  whom  a  stand  must  be  made  on  behalf  of 
Protestani  truth." 

International  Notee.—lhe  Junglings  Bote'  for  May 
has  an  article  in  reply  to  one  in  the  French  Bulletin,  which  took 
the  ground  that  Christ  and  His  apostles  gave  the  existence  of  a 
standing  army  their  approval.  The  Bote  admits  that  much, 
but  argues  that  war,  for  the  mere  sake  of  making  one  man  a 
terror  to  other  nations,  is  forbidden.  War  in  defence  of  "  God, 
king,  and  country,"  it  regards  as  in  accordance  with  Christian 
principles. 

The  Brie  informs  us  that  in  Berlin  a  new  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  has  been  organized,  having  its  headquarters 
near  St.  Bartholomew's  church,  with  a  membership  of  fitty. 

A  new  Association  is  announced  as  having  been  organised  in 
Halver.  . 

The  Association  in  Wapperthaler  celebrated  their  anniversary 
on  the  28th  of  April  last. 

The  presence  of  so  many  articles  on  subjects  not  directly  in  the 
way  of  Association  work  in  the  Bote  and  other  Christian 
journals  on  the  continent  will  doubtless  be  somewhat  checked  by 
the  better  and  soothing  influence  of  the  Amsterdam  Convention 
next  month. 

State  Conventions. 

Announcements  for  State*  Conventions  of  delegates  from 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  have  been  made  as  follows : 
New-York,  at  Lockport,  August  27th,  28th,  and  20th  ;  Ohio,  at 
Toledo,  October  20th ;  Pennsylvania,  at  Carlisle,  September  12th, 


CURBENT   LITERATURE. 

Work  of  top  Polyp.— If  we  are  astonished  that  so  great 
deeds  should  proceed  from  the  little  and  low,  it  is  because  we 
fall  to  appreciate  that  little  things,  even  the  least  of  living  or 
physical  existences  in  nature,  are,  under  God,  expressions 
throughout  of  comprehensive  laws — laws  that  govern  alike  the 
small  and  the  great.  It  is  not  more  surprising,  nor  a  matter  of 
more  difficult  comprehension,  that  a  polyp  should  form  struc- 
tures of  stone  called  coral  than  that  the  quadruped  should  form 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHL  T. 


195 


Ita  bones,  or  the  mollusk  itg  shell.  The  processes  are  similar,  and 
so  the  result.  The  coral-made  land  is  seldom  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  feet  above  Ugh  tide.  When  first  seen  from  the  deck  of  a 
vessel,  only  a  series  of  dark  points  appear  just  above  the  horizon. 
Soon  after,  the  points  enlarge  into  the  plumed  tops  of  cocoanut 
trees,  and  a  line  of  green  is  traced  along  the  surface  of  the  water. 
As  you  approach  still  nearer,  the  lake  and  its  belt  of  verdure  are 
spread  out  before  the  eye,  presenting  a  scene  of  rare  interest. 
The  surf,  beating  loud  along  the  margin  of  the  reef,  affords  a 
strange  contrast  to  the  white  coral  beach  beyond,  the  dense 
foliage  of  the  grove,  and  the  embosomed  lake  with  its  tiny  islets.* 
The  water  of  tile  lagoon,  although  but  ten  or  twenty  fathoms 
deep,  is  often  as  blue  as  the  ocean.  Where  patches  of  sand  or 
coral  knolls  rise  near  the  surface,  shades  qf  green  and  yellow  are 
intermingled— the  green  of  a  delicate  apple-color,  quite  unlike 
the  muddy  tint  of  shallow  waters.  The  belt  of  verdure  is  usual- 
ly broken  into  islets,  separa-ed  by  intervals  of  bare  reef,  so  that, 
in  fact,  the  larger  coral  islands  are  a  string  of  islets  along  a  line 
of  net— Coral*  and  Coral  Islands,  by  Professor  J.  D.  Dana. 

A  Hundred  and  Sixty  Square  Yard*  of  Lungs  — 

That  seems  a  good  deal  of  lungs  for  one  man,  but  is  not  more  than 
most  men  have.  Hopley's  "  Lectures  on  the  Education  of  Man  " 
place  the  number  of  air-cells  in  the  human  lungs  at  no  less  than 
600,000,000.  Dr.  Hales  says  the  diameter  of  each  of  these  may  be 
reckoned  at  the  one  hundredth  of  an  inch,  whilst  tbe  more  recent 
researches  of  Professor  Weber  go  to  show  that  the  diameters 
vary  between  the  seventeenth  and  the  two  hundredths  of  an  inch 
If  we  estimate  the  internal  surface  of  a  single  cell  to  be  about 
equal  to  that  of  a  hollow  globule  diameter,  we  find  by  adopting 
the  measurement  of  Hales,  that  000,000,000  such  cells  would  pos- 
sess, collectively,  a  surface  of  no  less  than  145  souare  yards;  or, 
by  basin?  tbe  calculations  on  the  opinion  of  Weber,  which  are 
received  by  the  scientific  as  facts,  the  extent  of  respiratory  surface 
in  the  human  lungs  is  upward  of  166  square  yards,  or  a  superfi- 
cial area  equal  to  the  walls  of  a  moderate-sized  house.  When  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  every  single  point  of  this  surface  is  in  con- 
stant and  uninterrupted  contact  with  the  atmosphere  breathed, 
and  is  affected  beneficially  or  injuriously  according  as  the  air  in- 
spired  is  pure  or  Impure,  it  ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
a  change  in  the  condition  of  the  atmosphere  rapidly  affects  the 
physical  and  mental  condition,  inspiring  with  vigor  or  producing 
lassitude  or  depression.  The  injurious  effects  ot  the  air  breathed 
in  badly  ventilated  halls  and  close  conveyances  are  easily  ex- 
plained by  these  facts,  nor  does  it  long  remain  a  matter  of 
wonder  that  persons  laboring  in  close,  badly  ventilated  •boms, 
whero  the  air  is  loaded  with  poison,  are  generally  short- 
lived. In  our  present  artificial  modes  of  li'e,  this  sensitive 
surface  of  160  yards  is  rendered  susceptible  to  injurious  influ- 
ence*, and  is  more  exposed  to  them  than  in  a  state  of  nature. 
The  necessity  of  extreme  watchfulness  against  danger  is  there- 
fore apparent,  and  so  should  be  the  propriety  of  being  prepared 
for  the  contingencies  of  disease  and  death,  so  liable  to  occur.— 
Home  and  Health. 

The  Child  of  God.— Did  ever  a  true  human  being,  a  man 
who  merited  the  name  by  his  own  development,  go  through  his 
earthly  career  without  knowing  the  longing  for  something  high 
er  and  better  than  this  world  can  bestow  T  Did  he  not  fee],  in  a 
moment  of  great  agitation,  whether  of  joy  or  of  pain,  that  there 
was  something  beyond  the  limits  of  this  existence  t  Is  any  work 
of  man,  even  the  highest,  any  action,  even  the  greatest,  to  be  con 
ceived,  that  would  not  presuppose  something  higher,  something 
better  T  Nowhere  are  full  contentment  and  satisfaction  in  human 
existence ;  everywhere  presentiment,  longing,  hope  reaches  out 
beyond  It  to  the  ideal  of  man— as  it  once  was  presented  to  us  in 
Him  who  gave  His  life  for  His  brethren— toward  tbe  spring  of  all 
fulness  and  perfection,  toward  God.  He  is  the  child  of  God 
who  enters  into  the  higher  freedom,  because  he  has  learned  to 
feel  the  Higher  freedom,  because  he  has  learned  to  feel  the  higher 
love.  Only  through  love  is  liberty  possible ;  for  it  overcomes 
that  which  is  a  hindrance  to  liberty.  No  laws  of  restraint  are 
needed  for  those  who  would  never  violate  them,  and  only  he  who 
is  possessed  of  perfect  freedom  can  give  himself  in  perfect  love. — 
The  Child,  by  Matilda  H.  Kriege. 

BnxntTB  in  Your  Business.— The  first  and  most  earnest  ex- 
hortation which  I  would  offer  to  a  young  man  of  business,  look- 
ing forward  to  a  commercial  career,  is,  Believe  in  it  heartily,  and 
work  at  it  as  one  who  hat  baea  set  to  work  at  it  by  tbe  great 


Master,  and  who  is  called  in  this  way  to  increase  the  wealth  of 
the  world,  and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  men.  All  are  not 
called  to  be  authors,  artists,  or  preachers,  but  all  are  called,  and 
yon,  it  may  be,  are  called  to  this.  Providence  has  marked  it  out 
for  you,  shut  you  up  to  It,  and  given  you  a  special  capacity  and 
aptitude  which  trade  will  both  employ  and  educate  for  yet 
higher  use. — Buying  and  Belling,  ana  Getting  Gain,  by  J.  Bald- 
win Brown,  B.A.  _^^^___ 

PERSONAL. 

SrtmOEON.— In  addressing  a  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Tab- 
ernacle Colporteurs'  Association,  Mr.  Spnrgeon  referred  to  the 
condition  of  the  farm  laborer.  It  often  happened,  he  said,  that 
the  clergyman  in  a  country  district  knew  as  much  about  the 
Gospel  as  a  ploughman  did  about  medicine.  If  people  heard  him 
for  as  many  years  as  Methuselah  lived,  they  would  not  know 
much  about  Christ.  They  would  not  be  going  in  the  way  of 
salvation,  because  the  guide  was  blind,  and  it  would  be  simply 
the  blind  leading  the  blind.  Because  a  man  chose  to  go  where 
his  soul  led  him,  he  was  put  under  a  kind  of  ostracism,  and  if 
the  law  did  not  permit  him  to  be  wrong,  his  punishment  was  not 
very  far  short  of  it.  Dissenters  had  also  to  contend  with  another 
difficulty.  It  was  a  matter  of  fact  that  even  if  the  villagers  were 
perfectly  free  they  could  not  support  a  pastor.  Support  a  pastor  1 
Poor  souls,  they  could  not  support  themselves.  The  condition  of 
our  agricultural  laborers  was  most  shameful,  and  he  had  not  re- 
joiced in  anything  since  be  was  born  so  much  as  when  be  heard 
they  had  begun  to  stir  and  to  strike.  He  wondered  they  had  not 
struck  long  ago,  when  there  were  such  caserns  men  having  to 
expend  the  whole  amount  of  their  week's  wages  in  bread  for 
th«  ir  fami  1  .es.  It  was  time  there  was  some  alteration  somewhere. 
No  doubt  if  wages  were  raised,  farmers  would  complain  they 
were  piocbed.  Well,  the  farmers  must  pinch  the  landlords.  He 
had  not  a  great  sympathy  for  the  latter,  for  there  were  numbers 
who  had  their  thousands  of  acres,  and  who  could  stand  a  little 
squeezing  without  being  reduced  to  abject  poverty  thereby.  Ne- 
gro slavery  was  nothing  to  the  treatment  of  the  laborers,  and  it 
ought  to  be  denounced  by  every  honest  man  and  earnest  tongue. 

Tamcagr.— Bev.  T.  Db  Witt  Taimaqe  opened  a  recent  ser- 
mon as  follows :  "  I  stand  before  you,  tonight,  borne  down  with 
two  great  and  all-absorbing  desires :  one,  to  get  to  beaten  myself ; 
the  other,  to  take  all  these  people  along  with  me.  Who  knows 
but  God  may  hear  my  prayer,  and  that  all  swept  by  the  circle  of 
these  walls  shall,  within  one  hour,  be  enclosed  in  the  arms  of  a 
pardoning  Jesus  1  It  is  no  time  for*  philosophy,  for  it  is  your 
hearts  we  want,  and  not  your  heads.  It  is  no  time  for  poetry,  for 
tulips  and  daffodils  will  not  satisfy  those  who  are  famishing  for 
bread.  The  oft-repeated  prayer  of  Rowland  Hill,  in  the  midst  of 
his  sermon,  is  my  prayer  at  the  beginning :  '  Master,  help  /' 
While  I  stand  here,  the  audience  vanishes  from  my  vision,  and  it 
is  the  world's  great  trial-day,  and  tbe  books  are  opened.  O  my 
Saviour  1  if  I  do  nut  speak  as  I  ought,  what  will  become  of  met 
If  these  people  do  not  hear  as  they  ought,  what  will  become  of 
them  1  'How  shall  we  escape,  if  we  neglect  wo  great  salvation  V 
Paul  was  right  when  he  called  it  great.  John  Frederick  Oberlin 
put  off  all  earthly  comfort  to  redeem  a  barren  district  of  France 
from  poverty  and  ignorance,  with  his  own  pickaxe  beginning  the 
buildingof  a  high-road  from  Ban  de  la  Roche  up  to  the  city  of 
Straeburg.  But  here  was  a  highway  to  be  constructed  from  the 
squalor  of  earth  to  the  heights  of  heaven.  Clarkson  plead  before 
the  Engli«h  Parliament,  and  the  Russian  Emperor  against  the 
slave  trade.  But  here  was  the  question  of  deliverance  for  a  hun- 
dred thousand  million  of  bondmen.  Aye  I  it  was  the  pounding 
off  of  an  iron  chain  from  the  neck  of  a  captive  world.  On  I  is  not 
that  which  took  tbe  height,  and  depth,  and  length,  and  immensi- 
ty, and  eternity  of  God's  nature  to  achieve  worthy  of  being  called 
a  great  salvation  T" 

Schknck.— Rev.  Noah  Hunt  Schenck,  D.D.,  inaugurated  the 
Sunday  afternoon  open-air  services,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Brooklyn  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  on  the  street,  in 
front  of  the  rooms,  on  Sunday,  June  2d.  As  he  announced  his 
text,  "Go  ye  into  the  highways  and  byways,"  in  his  characteris- 
tic style  of  enunciation,  his  voice  attracted  a  multitude  who 
found  it  irresistible.  They  had  to  stand  in  the  way  and  hear 
him  through.  The  Brooklyn  Union,  in  a  brief  report,  represents 
the  preacher  as  having  said  "  that  the  object  of  our  Lord  here 
was  in  tbe  parable  of  the  feast— to  show  that  it  was  not  those 
who  were  invited  originally  that  were  wanted,  but  those  who 
were  upon  the  highways  and  byways.  Every  soul  was  the 
in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    There  was,  no 
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doubt,  at  present  a  growing  disinclination  to  attend  divine  wor- 
suip  in  churches.  This  all  lay  in  human  nature,  bui  he  thought 
tile  time  was  come  when  the  nations  should  accept  the  words  of 
his  text.  If  men  would  not  come  to  the  Church  of  Christ,  why 
the  Church  of  Christ  should  go  to  them.  Curist  went  into  the 
houses  of  publicans  and  sinners— a  thing  that  would  ruin  the 
reputation  of  any  clergyman  nowadays." 

Lovbjot.— Mr.  George  B.  Lovejoy,  the  active  and  successful 
General  Secretary  of  the  Lowell  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, we  regret  to  learn,  has  resigned.  He  intends  entering  the 
ministry.  We  hope  the  Lo  well  Association  may  immediately  se- 
cure a  man  who  will  fully  appreciate  the  wants  of  young  men, 
as  we  believe  Mr.  Lovejoy  does,  and  one  who  will  devote  all  his 
ability  and  opportunity  to  the  work  of  developing  the  usefulness 
of  the  Association  in  a  community  where  its  presence  and  its  ef- 
forts are  of  such  transcendant  moment.  There  is  a  variety  of 
features  in  that  field  which  contributes  to  make  it  tne  of  the 
most  ample  in  the  United  States  for  the  testing  of  a  firstclass  man's 
energies  and  piety.  We  pray  tha*.  the  reaUy  active  young  men  of 
that  beloved  Association  may  have  abounding  grace  as  they 
buckle  on  the  armor  and  go  on  with  the  good  work. 

HAU..— At  the  anniversary  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Hall,  the  last  speaker,  said :  "I  have  two  thoughts,  the 
first  suggested  by  something  that  Charles  Kingsiey  has  said, 
«  The  next  greatest  thing  in  the  world  to  a  man  is  a  book  f  and 
the  man  and  the  Wbk  are  very  like  to  each  other ;  both  have  a 
character  good  or  bad  ;  both  have  an  influence,  good  or  bad ;  each 
hus  two  nature*,  corporeal  and  moral.  You  can  send  a  book 
where  you  cannot  send  a  man,  and  the  book  can  stay  where  the 
man  cannot  stay,  and  the  book  can  teach  where  the  man  has  not 
the  chance  to  teach,  without  giving  offence  and  without  raisiug 
any  pr<j  udices.  It  can  appeal  at  convenient  times  and  at  seasona- 
ble hours.  The  second  thought  is  this :  there  is  an  astonishing 
activity  of  the  press  in  this  C9untry.  I  have  looked  upon  it  with 
amazement.  I  have  been  a  sort  of  looker-on  from  the  outside, 
and  yet  near  enoagh  to  see  it,  I  think,  with  some  degree  of  clear- 
ness and  I  have  an  unbounded  admiration  for  the  seal,  industry, 
inffenuitv,  perseverance,  and  genius  enlist*!  in  this  country  in  the 
service  of  the  press.  We  want  a  great  deal  of  that  sanctified  and 
consecrated  to  Jesus  Christ." 


Murray.— Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Murray,  of  Boston,  on  the  Sunday 
before  the  opening  of  the  Peace  Jubilee,  while  speaking  of  some 
of  the  little  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  true  communion  and 
unity  among  Christians,  briefly  glanced  at  the  peculiarities  of 
the  various  denominations,  in  reference  to  one  of  which  he  said  : 
"  She  has  been  held  bound  by  influences  that  have  wrapped  her 
in  a  mantle  of  isolation,  from  which  she  is  gradually  emerging 
with  the  help  of  many  of  her  warm  ani  earnest  hearts.  The 
true  evidence  of  this  glorious  beginning  of  her  new  power  is 
manifested  in  her  sympathy  and  cooperation  with  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association." 

Taogart— Johnson.— Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  Secretary  of  the 
State  Executive  Committee  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Win.  Johnson, 
Esq.,  have  just  finished  their  second' tour  of  the  State,  having 
held  over  fifty  conventions,  of  two  and  three  days  each,  and  or- 
ganized over  twenty  new  Associations,  besides  reviving  and 
awakening  many  others.  At  many  places  where  their  meetings 
have  been  held,  they  have  been  followed  by  a  deep,  spiritual  in- 
terest in  many  of  the  churches. 

Forth. — Rev.  Joseph  Forth,  a  graduate  of  Spurgeon's  College, 
London,  recently  arrived  in  Montreal,  and  addressed  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  urging  the  importance  of  young 
men  studying  the  Scriptures. 

Leonard. — Mr.  George  W.  Leonard,  of  Auburn,  is  endeav- 
oring to  visit  all  the  Associations  in  the  State  of  New- York  pre- 
vious to  the  Convention  which  meets  at  Lockport,  on  the  27th  of 

AUgUSt.  ^—^——m 

The  Sacrifice  o/  Pratee  is  the  title  of  a  new  hymn  and  tune  book  for 
use  in  churches  and  families,  published  by  Anson  D.  F.  Randolph  A 
Co.  The  usual  topics  are  amply  covered  by  six  hundred  and  sixteen 
hymns,  and  an  excellent  collection  of  chants.  The  spirit  of  praise  ap- 
pears to  have  guided  the  compiler  in  making  his  selections,  and  In 
adapting  his  tunes.  There  is  not  enough  of  innovation  to  provoke 
criticism,  while  there  seems  to  have  been  a  determination  to  escape  it 
by  the  exercise  of  fine  judgment  in  the  preparatory  work.  The  appen" 
dlx  contains  brief  and  interesting  historical  notices  of  the  origin  and 
authorship  of  many  of  the  finest  hymns  in  the  language. 


Politioal  Economy;   Its  Impor- 
tance—A Noble  Offer. 

ALTHonoH  political  economy  is  a  science  of  every- 
day life  of  vast  Importance,  relating  both  to  the  In- 
dividual  and  the  government,  yet  at  such  it  la  known 
to,  or  at  least  fully  appreciated  by,  few.  Therefore, 
the  newspaper  press,  the  acknowledged  educators  of 
the  people,  ought  to  bring  the  subject  prominently 
before  the  public.  Because  of  the  existing  need  In 
this  direction,  we  rejoice  to  know  that  an  active 
movement  is  on  foot  to  attract  general  attention  to 
this  science,  too  long  overlooked  by  the  masses. 
We  feel  it  a  duty  to  aid  in  mak.ng  known  the  fact 
that  the  New-York  Mercantile  Journal  Company  are 
offering  a  premium  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars  lor  the 
best  manuscript  of  an  '•  Elementary  Treatise  on  Po- 
litical Economy  "  for  use  In  public  schools;  and  we 
call  upon  the  craft  in  all  parts  of  the  Union  to  assist 
their  noble  endeavor.  Tnls  offer  of  $2000,  made  by 
the  enterprising  publishers  of  "The  New-York 
Mercantile  Journal,"  i»  '«  the  mannseript  which 
may  be  deemed  best  adaptel  to  bring  the  Important 
subject  clearly  to  yonthf  nl  minds,  and  to  the  Illiterate 
of  matnrer  years;  the  same  to  be  delivered  to  the 
committee  of  award  on  or  before  December  Mat, 
18T*.  The  members  of  this  committee  of  seven  stand 
prominent  among  the  most  able  financiers  and  edn. 
cators  of  the  country.  It  Is  proposed  that  the  work, 
when  published,  shall  contain  only  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  octavo  pages,  using  bourgeois  or 
long-primer  type.  The  letters  of  Hon.  George  Opdyke 
and  Henry  Clews,  which  we  append,  we  have  had 
reduced  from  the  original.,  which  were  nearly  or 
quite  Ave  times  the  rise  here  given,  but  they  are  still 
fac-slmUes.  We  give  them  for  the  double  purpose  of 
Illustrating  the  new  process  of  engraving  by  the  use  of 


adds  applied  after  photogrephtnggihe  copy  on  sine 
plates,  and  of  showing  the  estimate  in  which  these 
gentlemen  hold  the  object  itself. 


-srT>ar    iTafitl  ■iHaWili'**    ij"    ^E^^pfenHwas  sV.wsaw  a*  ^fr£&!0 

.  ,t\Ji*  L.*e  I  .nr    J   ■  ■  i  in    ir 


te#. 


IUUB)iU  <S2ixwa  Or  (NX 
.aiusuMt. 


Jt*rtAnJ£jLc<t .__r™     -   - - 

While  selecting  the  other  members  of  the  commit 
tee  of  award  from  among  the  eminent  literary  men 
and  educators  of  the  country,  there  was  a  peculiar 
fitness  In  choosing  the  two  financial  men  above  men- 
tioned. Both  Mr.  Opdyke  and  Mr.  Clews  are  widely 
known,  and  their  eminent  ability  appreciated.  In 
financial  circles.    The  former  gentleman  has  written 
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YOUNG    MEN'S    CHRISTIAN   ASSOCIATION 

The  progress  which  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Toronto  has  made  during  the  past  has  more  than  equalled  the 
most  sanguine  expectations  of  its  best  friends.  Commencing,  as 
a  very  insignificant  organization,  in  January,  1802,  holding  its 
meetings  in  the  basement  of  the  Temperance  Hall,  it  has  steadily 
and  rapidly  increased,  both  in  numbers  and  wealth,  until  it  has 
gained  the  prominent  position  it  now  occupies  among  the  institu- 
tions of  that  city. 

The  project  of  a  building  had  been  before  the  brethren  for  some 
time,  but  the  carrying  it  into  execution  sprang  out  of  the  Indian- 
apolis Convention.  One  of  the  delegates  was  moved,  under 
God,  to  invite  to  Toronto  our  indefatigable  friend,  E.  A.  Bub 
NELL,  to  hold  a  Layman's  Institute,  and  advantage  was  taken  of 
the. attention  to  the  work  of  the  Association,  excited  by  the  meet, 
ings,  to  commence  a  subscription  for  the  building  fund.  The 
amounts  subscribed,  payable  in  instalments,  spread  over  five 
years,  havo  far  exceeded  the  expectations  first  entertained.  Dur- 
ing the  present  spring,  tho  Association  felt  warranted  in  purchas. 
ing  a  sito  in  one  of  the  most  prominent  thoroughfares  of  the  city, 
and  advertising  for  plans  and  tenders  for  tho  work.  The  design 
of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Gemmejll  was  approved,  with  some  modi- 
fications suggested  by  experience,  and  work  was  commenced  in 
the  mouth,  of  May.  The  wood-cut  represents  the  building  now  in 
course  of  erection. 

Tho  building  will  extend  over  an  area  of  120  by  70  feet,  and 
will  be  three  stories  high,  exclusive  of  the  basement.  In  the 
basement  a  first-class  gymnasium  will  be  provided  for  tho  use  of 
members  of  the  Association,  also  several  cellars,  kitchen  and 
boiler-room.  On  the  ground  floor  will  be  three  stores,  with  ware- 
rooms  attached,  and  in  rear  of  these  the  height  of  the  gymna- 
sium is  continued  from  the  basement.  On  this  floor  aro  also  the 
janitor's  rooms.  The  first  floor  consists  of  a  reading-room,  43  by 
38,  the  library  being  ranged  along  one  side,  with  shelving  for 
0000  volumes,  and  Librarian's  desk  arranged  so  that  he  can  con- 
trol the  reading-room  and  parlor,  which  latter  will  be  28  by  14. 
There  are.  also,  on  the  same  floor,  a  Secretary's  room,  14  by  12,  with 
lavatories,  closets,  etc.,  together  with  a  large  lecture  hall,  70  by  66, 


BUILDING,     TORONTO.    ONTARIO. 

with  a  gallery  at  each  end,  and  anterooms.  Tho  main  entrance 
toHhe  hall  is  12  feet  wide,  leading  direct  from  the  street.  There 
is  also  a  side  entrance  of  C  feet.  The  hall  will  seat  1200  persons, 
and  the  whole  of  this  floor  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  form  a  large 
suite  of  rooms.  The  second  floor  iB  divided  into  smaller  rooms 
for  offices,  class  and  committee  rooms,  and  passages  to  galleries. 
This  floor  is  so  arranged  that  it  can  bo  used  by  the  Young 
Woman's  Christian  Association  if  desired.  The  third  floor,  rising 
into  the  Mansard  roof,  will  form  a  hall  56  by  43,  with  anteroonn. 
This  will  be  for  renting. 

The  outside  of  the  building  will  present  a  handsome  appear- 
ance when  completed.  It  will  be  of  white  brick,  with  stone  and 
galvanized  cappings,  tho  heads  of  the  corridors  on  the  first  and 
second  floors  being  circular.  A  Mansard  roof,  in  which  will  be 
dormer  windows,  and  a  tower  80  feet  high,  rising  over  the  main 
entrance,  will  form  prominent  features  in  the  building. 

The  corner  stono  was  laid  on  the  4th  of  June,  by  the  President, 
Mr.  John  Macdonald,  who  spoke  of  the  objects  of  the  Associa- 
tion, observing  that  a  stranger  arriving  in  the  city  without 
friends  will  find  himself  taken  by  the  hand  and  welcomed  heart- 
ily.  A  mother  receives  her  son  after  a  long  absence,  and  finds 
him  imbued  with  new  hopes  and  new  aspirations.  He  has  been 
led  to  God  by  the  Association,  and  what  must  her  feelings  be 
toward  it !  After  the  President's  address,  and  the  laying  of  the 
stone,  several  other  addresses  were  made  by  ministars  and  laymen 
of  tho  city.  The  building  is  to  be  ready  for  occupation  on  the 
first  of  December  this  year,  and  when  completed  will  cost  about 
$41,000,  an  amount  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  all  be  forthcoming, 
that  the  building  may  be  entered  free  of  debt. 

It  is  interesting  to  add  that,  after  Mr.  Burnell  left  Toronto,  ho 
went  to  Montreal,  and  telling  the  brethren  there  what  the  Lord 
had  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  the  Toronto  Association  to  do,  they 
were  encouraged  to  inaugurate  a  similar  enterprise,  the  success 
of  which  the  readers  of  tho  Monthly  havo  already  been  made 
aware  of  by  a  picture  and  description  of  the  beautiful  building 

now  in  course  of  erection. 
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MAKE   BOOM   FOB    JESUS. 

BY  ALEXANDER  CLARK. 

Make  room  for  Jesus !    Room,  sad  heart, 

Beguiled  and  sick  of  sin ; 
Bid  every  alien  guest  depart, 

And  rise  and  let  Him  in. 

Make  room  for  Jesus !    Room,  make  room  I 

His  hand  is  at  the  door ; 
He  comes  to  banish  guilt  and  gloom, 

And  bless  thee  more  and  more. 

Make  room  for  Jesus !  soul  of  mine. 
He  waits  response  from  thee ; 

His  smile  is  peace ;  His  grace  divine ; 
Both  prince  and  brother,  He  t 

Make  room  for  Jesus  r   By  and  by, 

"MidBt  saint  and  seraphim, 
He'll  welcome  to  His  throne  on  high 

The  soul  that  welcomed  Him. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  TOUNO  MEN'S  CHRIS- 
TIAN ASSOCIATION. 

AMreM  ef  Welcome  to  the  International  Convention  at  Lowell , 
Hin-,  Jane  13th,  1879. 

BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY,  WM.  B.  WASHBURN,  GOVERNOR  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

I  wish  to  say  to  all  the  representatives  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  gathered  here,  not  only  from  different  sec- 
tions of  our  own  country,  but  to  those  from  abroad,  that  I  feel  no 
ordinary  interest  in  the  work  in  which  you  are  engaged.  And  if  I 
can  do  anything  by  my  presence/or  by  my  example,  or  any  feeble 
words  which  I  may  utter  this  evening,  to  give  these  Associations 
any  new  stimulus  or  new  impulse  to  go  forward  and  do  man- 
fully the  great  work  which  they  have  undertaken,  I  shall  accom- 
plish all  I  desire. 

CHRIST'S  CHARGE  TO  HIS  DISCIPLES. 

The  injunction  of  Christ  to  His  disciples  at  the  introduction  of 
Christianity — "  Preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,"  has  been 
acknowledged  to  be  binding  upon  every  succeeding  generation  of 
Christians.  Many  of  the  great  benevolent  organizations 
of  the  day  have  for  their  object  the  accomplishment  of 
this  noble  work.  Millions  of  treasure  have  been  expended, 
thousands  of  individual  Christians  have  given  their  lives  to 
the  enterprise,  and  yet,  so  broad  is  the  field,  and  so  pressing  the 
demand,  that  there  never  was  a  greater  encouragement  for  us  to 
redouble  our  efforts  in  this  direction  than  at  the  present  moment. 
But  while  we  have  attempted  the  performance  of  the  first  clause 
of  the  parting  words  of  the  Master  to  His  followers,  the  second  or 
closing  injunction  to  preach  to  ewry  creature  seems  to  have  been 
forgotten,  or  perhaps  not  so  sufficiently  appreciated  as  to  lead  to 
any  systematic  effort  for  its  fulfilment.  The  early  Christians, 
their  minds  filled  with  the  instructions  of  the  Master,  their  hearts 
overflowing  with  love  toward  Him,  having  received  a  new  bap- 
tism on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  undertook  to  fulfil  His  parting  com- 
mand. They  went  forth  as  missionaries  to  carry  the  Gospel  into 
distant  regions ;  they  engaged  in  home  work,  going  from  house 
to  house,  and  piety  multiplied  itself  by  individual  effort — friend 
seeking  for  friend,  brother  for  broth sr,  literally  urging  the  claims 
of  the  Gospel  upon  every  individual.  May  not  Christians  of  the 
present  day  learn  something  from  this  example  of  personal  effort  t 

A  DEMONSTRATION. 
In  the  year  1885,  an  enlightened  Christian  layman  in  the  city 
of  London  was  led  to  examine  the  statistics  showing  the  number 
of  church-membership,  and  was  surprised  to  ascertain  that  in  the 
island  of  Jamaica,  with  a  population  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand,  there  were  more  church  communicants  than  In  that 
great  city  with  a  population  of  two  millions.  While  Christian 
philanthropists  had  given  most  liberally_to  carry  the  Gospel  to 


every  family  in  that  distant  island,  they  were  overwhelmed  with 
the  fact  that  in  their  midst,  in  spite  of  splendid  cathedrals,  the 
great  majority  were  living  without  entering  them  or  listening  to 
the  preaching  of  the  word.  When  they  realized  their  position, 
they  hastened  to  apply  the  remedy.  A  society  was  formed  with 
the  special  object  of  seeking  out  the  destitute  and  the  neglected, 
the  object  being  not  to  promulgate  any  particular  form  of  the 
Christian  religion,  but  simply  to  promulgate  Christianity  itself. 
The  first  rule  that  was  adopted  was  that  every  individual  -who 
engaged  in  the  work  must  abstain  from  the  discussion  of  the  con- 
stitution and  government  of  the  churches,  and  simply  proclaim  in 
his  district  the  Plan  of  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ.  If  we  were  to 
examine  the  statistics  of  our  own  country,  we  should  find  that  in 
many  sections  the  number  of  church  communicants  would  prove  far 
less  than  in  some  of  our  foreign  missionary  fields.  We  have 
become  somewhat  distinguished  by  our  efforts  to  establish 
Common  Schools  and  Christian  Churches.  We  believe  that  the 
permanency  of  our  Institutions  depends  upon  them ;  but  notwith- 
standing all  our  sacrifices  and  expenditures  to  furnish  a  free  Gos- 
pel, more  than  one-half  the  people  never  enter  the  sanotury 
or  listen  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  Less  than  half  of 
our  children  are  gathered  into  our  Sabbath-schools.  The 
great  problam  to  solve  is,  how  are  we  to  bring  the  Gospel  to 
bear  upon  the  destitute  portion  of  our  community  ?  How  are  we 
to  cultivate  these  barren  wastes?  I  answer  that  you  cannot 
depend  upon  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  do  this  work. 

DEMANDS  OF  THE  AGE. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  earnestness  and  excitement.  Men  labor 
with  more  zeal,  with  more  energy  than  formerly.  There  is  a 
deeper  interest ;  and  the  forces  of  men's  minds  were  never  more 
alive  than  at  the  present  moment.  They  will  not  be  trifled 
with  by  tame  efforts.  With  the  pressing  demands  upon  the  min- 
ister of  the  present  day,  it  is  no  ordinary  task  for  him  to 
meet  them.  With  this  increasing  responsibility  in  his  pul- 
pit, in  his  study,  and  the  ever-widening  field  in  his  parish 
proper,  can  he  be  expected  to  give  his  attention  to  this  field  t 
Neither  can  we  depend  upon  our  churches  to  do  this  work.  They 
may  furnish  the  means,  but  never  since  the  introduction  of  Chris- 
tianity into  the  world  could  the  church,  as  an  organization  and  as  a 
body,  be  relied  upon  to  undertake  such  a  work.  But  if  this  terri- 
tory is  to  be  taken  permanent  possession  of  and  cultivated,  it  must 
be  through  the  personal  effort  of  individual  Christians  connected 
witfi  our  different  organizations.  Every  church  must  seek 
out  the  barren  waste-places  within  Its  borders.  Every  pastor 
must  feel  an  Interest  In  helping  to  organize  a  force  that  shall  go 
forth  to  take  possession  of  these  territories.  These  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  planted  all  over  this  land  must  co-operate 
and  go  into  the  world  and  bring  in  the  neglected  ones.  We 
have  become  distinguished  by  our  efforts  to  relieve  the  out- 
ward necessities  and  sufferings  of  our  fellow-men.  They  make 
their  personal  appeals  to  us  In  language  too  eloquent  to  be  mis- 
understood. 

WHAT  THE  WORK  IS. 

But  the  work  which  we  propose  has  to  do  with  the  hidden  and 
unseen.  We  have  erected  our  hospitals,  our  asylums,  our  reform 
schools,  our  public  buildings  to  relieve  the  physical  condition  of 
the  erring  and  unfortunate.  Bat  let  us  never  suppose  that  by 
giving  of  our  abundance  to  relieve  their  merely  temporal  necessi- 
ties, we  have  acquitted  ourselves  of  our  highest  obligation.  Guided 
by  true  Christian  love,  the  soul  must  ever  be  made  the 
object  of  our  efforts.  But  while  all  will  feel  interested  in 
their  cause,  yet  they  will  say  there  are  difficulties  to  be  over- 
come, and  the  obstacles  in  the  way  are  so  great  that  they  can- 
not expect  to  succeed. 

QUESTIONS  ANSWERED. 

Some  say  we  have  no  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  oar 
town,  or  our  neighborhood — there  is  no*  one  connected  with  oar 
church  except  the  pastor,  who  is  ready  to  engage  in  this  work.  Bat 
is  it  true  in  this  enlightened  age,  in  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  that  there  is  a  Christian  church  in  which  there  Is  no  In- 
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dividual  who  can  stand  up  for  Christ  f  Bat  then,  we  have  no 
educated  men  who  have  been  accustomed  to  present  their  thoughts 
in  public.  And  are  we  to  depend  upon  educated  men  to  do  this 
work  ?  If  so,  we  shall  fail.  Do  we  look  to  men  who  can  present 
their  ideas  in  the  most  eloquent  and  grammatical  language? 
These  accomplishments  are  all  .well  enough  in  their  place,  but  are 
not  indispensable  to  the  representative  of  Christ.  They  were  not 
deemed  so  for  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into  the  world.  The 
honored,  the  wealthy,  the  learned,  of  the  Sanhedrim  were  passed 
by,  and  poor,  ignorant,  unknown  fishermen  selected. 


to  fill  our  places.  You  cannot  estimate  a  man  by  what  he  possesses, 
but  only  by  what  he  is  doing  with  it,  what  is  the  benefit  the 
world  will  enjoy  from  it.  Just  so  in  regard  to  a  position  of  influ- 
ence and  honor ;  whatever  one  possesses  it  is  the  use  he  makes  of 
it  that  makes  it  valuable. 

PERSONAL   INFLUENCE. 

Let  me  say  then,  my  friends,  let  it  be  the  highest  aim  of  each 
one  of  us,  wherever  we  may  be  placed,  whatever  may  be  our  sta- 
tion in  society,  to  make  the  communities  in  which  we  dwell,  the 
families  of  which  we  are  members,  the  country  to  which  we  be. 
loug,  nobler,  and  purer,  and  happier  by  reason  of  our  lives. 


WHAT  IS  NEEDED. 

What  is  wanted  in  this  work  is  not  so  much  the  eloquence  of 
the  lips  as  the  eloquence  of  a  pure,  spotless  life.  Not  so  much  the 
words,  as  a  heart  too  full  for  utterance.  That  poor,  unlettered 
individual  who  has  drank  deep  at  the  fountain  of  life  with  a  heart 
overflowing  with  love  toward  his  Master,  not  only  professing,  but 
living  up  to  the  profession  in  his  daily  walks,  will  do  more  to  win 
souls  to  Christ  by  his  few  stammering  words  than  the  combined 
eloquence  of  the  church.  But  how  is  this  dormant  power  of  the 
church  to  become  interested  in  this  work  t  We  have  a  few  theolog 
ical  schools  at  which  are  educated  a  few  hundred  young  men  for  the 
special  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel.  Wo  have  a  few  thousand 
of  these  men  in  the  Held  now  engaged  in  this  work.  These 
are  our  organized  forces  for  the  great  conflict  which  is  before 
us.  When  we  contemplate,  even  dimly,  the  pressure  of  the 
great  moral  demand  upon  us  even  at  our  very  doors,  we  see  how 
utterly  inadequate  is  the  means  to  meet  the  demand  ;  hence  the 
necessity  of  appealing  to  our  churches  for  volunteers.  We  look 
to  these  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  scattered  in  the  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  country,  to  come  forward  and  unite  with  the 
pastors  of  our  several  churches,  and  devise  such  plans  and  such 
means  as  shall  be  best  adapted  to  secure  success. 

Oh  1  could  we  see  the  pastors  of  our  churches  and  these  Asso- 
ciations uniting  together  in  every  section  of  the  country,  wo 
should  see  these  desolate  wastes  changed  into  fruitful  fields. 

There  are  brought  in  upon  our  bands  at  present,  from  every 
quarter  of  the  world,  almost  thousands  daily.  The  great  battle 
which  is  to  be  fought  in  future  years  is  fur  the  purpose  of  taking 
into  possession,  the  adequate  means  to  Christianize  them,  if  this 
country  is  to  prosper,  and  to  become  what  every  true  man  and 
woman  would  have  it  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  What  I 
wish  to  say,  then,  is  this :  that  we  cannot  rely  simply  upon  our 
churches  and  pastors ;  the  demand  is  too  great,  and  we  must  have 
these  Associations.  We  must  have  these  Lay  Workmen.  Wo 
must  go  forth  and  take  possession  of  this  uncultivated  soil,  and  not 
let  it  run  to  waste.  Let  it  be  done,  and  you  and  I  will  hear  the 
first  stroke  of  the  millennium  in  tones  so  clear  that  it  cannot  be 
misunderstood. 

THE  USES  OF  WEALTH 

But  I  have  already  detained  you  too  long.  Let  me  thank  yon 
for  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  word  to  encourage  you  in  the 
noble  work  in  which  you  are  engaged.  I  do  not  know  how  you 
feel,  but  I  sometimes  feel  as  if  we  were  entering  upon  a  new  life ; 
that  we  were  about  to  throw  off  the  old  life,  after  the  flesh,  and 
enter  upon  a  new  one,  after  the  spirit.  I  have  no  fears,  as  far  as 
this  country  is  concerned,  with  regard  to  its  business  prospects. 
We  have  energy  to  carry  us  forward.  It  is  business,  businecs, 
from  early  morning  till  late  in  the  evening.  Our  business  affairs 
will  prosper.    Wealth  is  the  great  object  that  seems  to  attract  the 

attention  of  the  majority  of  young  men.  Wealth  is  well  enough  !  ever  fresh  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  the  names  of  Christ's  min- 
in  its  place.  It  is  very  difficult  to  see  how  we  could  get  along  isters  who  were  the  earnest  friends  of  the  young  men  of  their 
with  many  of  these  benevolent    organizations  without  it.    It  i  time  1" 

is  as  valuable  today  as  it  ever  was,  but  in  itself  it  is  of  very  |  "  The  hidden  Springs  and  Motions  of  these  Societies"  were 
little  consequence.  The  simple  question  iff,  how  is  this  wealth  |  matter  for  discussion  in  that  day,  and  long  before  Dr.  Woodward 
to  be  appropriated  t  The  individual  who  possesses  it  will  be  ( lifted  his  pen  to  write  his  .book,  for  ho  speaks  of  "the  late  Rev  - 
held  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which  he  uses  it.  We  must '  erend  Dr.  Horneck"  as  having  a  very  perfect  knowledge  of  them, 
look  to  the  education  and  culture  of  our  fellow-men.  We  all  love  |  *•  and  indeed  was  an  eminent  Friend,  or  rather  Father,  to  them, 
to  give  our  children  a  better  education  than  we  received,  bo  that  ,  from  their  first  rise  to  the  day  of  his  death."  It  appears  that  Dr. 
when  they  come  upon  the  stage  of  action  they  will  be  bettor  fitted  Horneck,  in  one  of  his  last  sermons  said  that  "  at  the  first  an 
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YOVNQ  MUX'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS 
NEARLY  TWO  CENTURIES  AGO. 

BY  WILLLVM   BERRIES. 

A  little  book  recently  placed  on  tho  table  of  the  writer  bears 
the  following  title : 

"  An  account  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  the  Religious  Societies 
in  the  City  of  London,  etc.,  and  of  their  endeavours  for  Reformation 
of  Manners.  By  Josiah  Woodward,  D.D.  The  sixth  edition. 
London :  Printed  and  sold  by  M.  Downing,  in  Bartholomew  Close, 
near  West  Smithfield.     1744." 

In  the  "  dedication"  of  the  book  we  have  a  brief,  terse  and  un- 
varnished photograph  of  tho  state  of  society  combined  with  the 
earnest,  grateful  expression  of  tho  author,  as  he  exclaims :  "  Ohl 
what  a  brave  and  blessed  sight  is  it,  in  these  degenerate  and  de- 
bauched times,  to  behold  young  men,  not  led  by  ill  women  to  the 
correction  of  the  Stocks,  but  leading  them  to  a  just  correction  ; 
and  to  observe  them  taking  more  pleasure  in  singing  of  Psalms,  than 
others  can  possibly  take  in  their  profane  and  obscene  Songs ;  and, 
in  short,  better  pleased  in  the  punishment  of  wickedness,  than 
any  poor  abandoned  wretch  can  be  in  the  commission  of  it."  In 
view  of  this  state  of  affairs,  the  author  warms  up  to  his  subject 
and  discourages  any  tendency  to  lukewarmness  or  compromise, 
and  in  his  energetic  style  says,  "  I  must  tell  you,  there  con  be  no 
Neuters  in  this  war.  It  is  the  known  Rule  of  our  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter, That  he  that  is  not  for  Him,  is  against  Him.  And,  if  you 
are  against  GOD,  He  will  be  against  you ;  and  if  so,  nothing 
in  the  world  can  befriend  you." 

Then  we  are  informed  who  were  the  friends  of  God  engaged 
in  "  this  happy  and  blessed  Work,"  of  that  time.  They  were, 
"  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  Baronets,  Knights,  Esquires, 
Members  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Commons,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Ministers,  and  Gentlemen ;  together  with  Aldermen  and 
Citizens  of  all  Ranks,  Officers  of  divers  Stations,  and  private 
Persons  of  all  sorts."  Tho  young  men  who  were  engaged  in  the 
great  work  of  1744  were  not  without  encouragement.  They  had 
much  wickedness  to  contend  against,  but  they  had  many  persona 
of  good  character  and  lofty  social  station  to  aid  them.  Yet,  there 
appears  to  have  been  sufficient  novelty  about  the  movement,  or 
organization,  to  inspire  Josiah  Woodward,  D.D.,  with  the  neces- 
sity of  making  a  deliverance  upon  its  existence  and  importance. 
He  came  boldly  to  the  front  with  both  hands  held  out  to  help, 
and  with  his  heart  all  aglow  with  earnestness  and  enthusiasm, 
to  cheer  on  the  young  men  of  that  ago  who  were  trying  to  make 
the  world  the  better  for  their  being  in  it.  As  we  turn  over  the 
leaves  of  this  old  book  and  observe  the  deep  and  earnest  feelings 
which  are  Tevca'.cd  in  its  plain  and  telling  sentences  wo  are  im- 
pelled to  say,  "  God  bless  the  memory  of  His  saints,  and  keep  for- 
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ance  of  these  Societies,  they  were  looked  upon  with  suspicion 
and  dislike  by  many  of  the  Superiors,  who  now,  upcn  a  fuller 
Tiew  of  them,  do  not  only  think  them  fit  to  be  tolerated,  but 
worthy  to  be  encouraged."  For  many  years  "  there  bad  appc ared 
much  of  the  genuine  spirit  of  Christianity  in  many  young  per- 
sons," hence  the  formation  of  societies.  The  Spirit  of  God 
seemed  to  be  moving  in  a  special  manner  among  the  young  pea- 
pie,  for,  in  other  localities  than  London,  where  the  people  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  existence  of  such  societies  in  the 
great  city,  young  men  wcro  drawn  toward  each  other  for  the  same 
purposes,  and  in  like  manner  they  organized  themselves  into  so- 
cieties. Such  were  the  times  when  the  Wesleys  were  moving 
and  moulding  society.  Notwithstanding  these  glowing  circum- 
stances, these  stately  stoppings  of  the  Great  Jehovah  among  men 
to  move  them  to*  holy  work,  there  were  those  who  were  jealous 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and  on  this  point 
here  is  Dr.  Woodward's  defence .  "  Nor  can  the  Body  of  the 
Religious  Societies  be  accounted  a  parcel  of  raw  youths,  since 
they  have  been  of  above  two  and  thirty  years'  standing ;  and 
those  who  first  engaged  in  them  continue  their  kind  fellowship 
with  such  as  have  since  fallen  in  with  them."  Then  follows  the 
good  Doctor's  own  testimony :  "And  here,  once  for  all,  I  sol- 
emnly testify,  That  having  for  a  long  while  intimately  and  (as  I 
verily  think)  thoroughly  known  their  principles,  methods  and 
purposes  of  acting  in  these  Fraternities ;  I  know  no  worldly,  sin- 
ister or  uncommendable  design  proposed  or  prosecuted  thereby  ; 
Nothing  in  truth  but  the  Glory  of  God,  the  Interest  of  Religion, 
and  the  Salvation  of  Men.' 

It  appears  that  the  original  design  in  forming  these  societies 
contemplated  merely  "  the  Mutual  Assistance  and  Consolation  one 
of  another  in  their  Christian  Warfare."  But  their  members 
could  not  stop  at  that  point.  The  great  concern  they  had  for 
each  other,  and  the  sweets  of  frequent  intercourse  soon  led  them 
to  feel  an  interest  for  others,  and  "  they  could  not  but  exercise 
bowels  of  compassion  towards  such  as  discovered  little  concern 
about  these  important  matters."  And  here  the  author  unfolds 
the  value  of  individual  effort  on  the  part  of  Christians.  He 
relates  an  instance  or  two  illustrative  of  this  point  He  says, 
"  One  of  them,  to  whom  God  had  given  a  very  deep  sense  of 
Religious  Matters,  and  a  very  moving  manner  of  expressing  it, 
had  such  success,  that  he  had,  under  God,  induced  most  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance  at  least  to  an  outward  Reformation."  To 
this  he  adds  something  from  the  record :— "  Upon  this  they  made 
a  private  Order  at  one  of  their  Assemblies,  that  every  one  should 
endeavour  to  bring  in  one  other  at  least  into  their  Society: 
Which  they  did  to  good  effect.  For  I  heard  a  very  serious  Per- 
son bless  God  with  great  affection,  that  ever  they  made  snch  an 
Order,  and  took  such  Resolutions:  For,  said  he,  this  put  one  of 
them  upon  discourse  with  me  about  those  things,  which  till  that 
time  I  little  minded ;  and  which  now  I  can  never  forget.  Thus 
then  their  Religious  Fraternities  grew  and  increased,  even  till 
they  became  conspicuous,  and  in  some  degree  famous :  Which 
still  induced  other  young  men,  who  were  of  sober  inclinations,  to 
join  with  them ;  and  as  they  multiplied  in  distant  parts  of  the 
City,  they  erected  new  Societies  by  tho  pattern  of  the  old." 

The  influence  of  these  Societies  reached  tho  Universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that,  *'  from 
them  the  Palaces  of  Princes,  the  Retinue  of  Ambassadors,  and 
the  Families  of  Noblemen,  together  with  our  Fleet  and  foreign 
Factories,  may  have  a  continual  supply  of  devout  and  learned 
Chaplains"  who  would  "  retrieve  the  primitive  vigour  of  our  Re- 
ligion." 

The  reader  will  at  once  comprehend  the  broad  Evangelical 
basis  of  these  Societies  by  quotations  from  the  Orders,  or  rules  of 
that  which  was  at  Poplar. 

III. 

That  the  Members  of  this  Society  shall  meet  together  one 
evening  in  the  week  at  a  convenient  place,  in  order  to  encourage 
each  other  in  practical  Holiness,  by  discoursing  on  such  subjects 
as '  nd  thereunto ;  observing  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  their  Rule, 
and  praying  to  God  for  Ms  Grace  and  Blessing. 


And  to  this  Assembly  any  serious  person,  known  to  any  of  the 
Society,  may  be  admitted,  upon  request. 

IV. 

That  at  such  Meetings  they  decline  all  disputes  about  contro- 
versial points,  and  all  unnecessary  discourse  about  State  Affairs, 
or  the  concerns  of  trade  and  worldly  things :  And  that  the  whole 
bent  of  the  discourse  be  to  glorify  Q°&>  an&  tdifv  one  another  in 

love. 

The  benevolent  part  of  the  operations  of  these  Societies  must 
have  been  one  of  the  most  captivating  of  Christian  duties.  The 
fines  obtained  from  persons  convicted  of  profane  swearing  were 
placed  subject  to  the  distribution  of  the  Societies.  They  were 
the  almoners  to  the  poor  and  needy,  the  sick  and  afflicted,  and 
appear  to  hav»  greatly  commended  their  work  by  their  devotion 
to  duty  in  this  department.  On  all  occasions  when  visiting 
needy  or  afflicted  persons,  they  (going  two  and  two)  would  intro- 
duce in  some  way  Spiritual  Conversation  "which  many  times 
proves  the  better  Charity  of  the  two.''  The  Dr.  says,  "  I  have 
sometimes  had  greater  thanks  from  some  who,  upon  my  recom- 
mendation, have  enjoyed  these  spiritual  Expressions  of  their 
Charity,  Compassion,  and  Consolation,  than  for  all  other  Bounty." 
One  thrilling  story  reveals  bow  these  ancient  Young  Men  per- 
sisted in  their  attentions  upon  even  almost  hopeless  cases.  Let 
the  Dr.  tell  it  :— 

"  I  was  once  present  at  one  of  their  Conferences,  when  a  very 
poor  man  came  with  most  earnest  affection  to  return  them  thanks 
for  what  they  had  done,  both  for  his  body  and  soul.  It  seems  he 
was  a  perfect  stranger  to  them  all,  and  to  every  other  person  in 
the  place  where  God  cast  him  down  by  a  sharp  and  long,  in 
which,  as  he  said,  bis  body  and  soul  had  like  to  have  perished 
together.  He  had  lived  a  very  ill  life,  and  been  much  disused  to 
the  Ordinances  of  God,  by  reason  of  his  sea-faring  life :  And 
being  now  come  on  shore  sick,  and  being  above  a  hundred  miles 
from  his  abode  and  acquaintance,  he  fell  into  great  want.  Upon 
which  some  of  this  Society  perceiving  his  distress,  recommended 
him  to  the  rest ;  and  they  readily  allowed  him  a  weekly  pension 
for  eight  weeks  together,  till  he  was  recovered.  And  one  of  the 
Society  being  a  Surgeon,  carefully,  dressed  a  very  grievous  sore 
which  he  had,  and  by  God's  Blessing  restored  it  to  perfect  sound- 
ness. Others  of  them  went  to  him,  and  read  good  Books  by  his 
bed  ;  which  tended  to  the  improvement  of  God's  Visitation  upon 
bim.  They  also  fetched  the  minister  of  the  place  to  him,  who 
visited  him  often,  and  prayed  by  him,  and  got  a  collection  from 
some  charitable  neighbors  for  him.  And  upon  the  whole,  he  re- 
covered, and  seemed  to  be  a  reformed  man,  and  came  then  to 
ronder  his  Praises  to  God,  and  Thanks  to  his  Christian  Friends, 
for  that  which  had  been  done  for  him." 

Schools  were  also  sustained  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  poor,  with  great  results.  The  story  of  this  department  of 
effort  put  forth  by  the  Young  Men's  Societies  of  those  golden 
days  of  yore  is  a  fascinating  one.  Everything  attempted  to  be 
done  was  well  done,  notwithstanding  many  obstacles  which  were 
from  time  to  time  encountered,  and  had  to  be  surmounted.  We 
gaze,  in  imagination  upon  this  whole  history,  and  wonder  at  the 
grit,  the  Christian  heroism  that  were  identified  with  the  work  of 
the  young  men. 

But  as  we  proceed,  new  light  breaks  upon  us,  and  we  say  that, 
after  all,  we  are  repeating  history  by  our  annual  International 
and  State  Conventions.  Those  young  men's  fraternities  had 
these  conventions  too,  for  '  As  no  creature  is  born  in  its  full  per- 
fection ;  so  the  improvement  of  these  Societies  grew  up  by  de- 
grees, by  conferring  one  with  another,  and  by  their  enlarged  de- 
sires of  doing  good,  as  occasions  and  advice  were  offered  them." 
This  was  not  all.  we  are  really  imitating  these  young  men  of 
long  ago  in  our  "  Services  of  Song,"  for  we  are  informed  that 
"the  improvement  of  these  in  singing  Psalms  being  soon  ob- 
served by  others,  many  young  men  desired  to  be  admitted  to  the 
same  instruction,"  and  what  was  the  result  1  "  To  the  joy  of  all 
pious  souls,  our  shepherds,  plowmen,  and  other  laborers,  at  their 
work,  perfume  the  air  with  the  melodious  singing  of  Psalma  to 
the  Praise  of  the  great  Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier  ot 
men."  This  testimony  as  to  the  Service  of  Song  was  by  the  min- 
ister of  Old  Roinney  in  Kent,  relative  to  the  Association  in  that 
place,  in  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  London  in  December,  1700. 
and  is  quoted  by  Dr.  Woodward. 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


131 


They  chose  two  Steward*  to  keep  their  cash,  and  to  keep  an  this  labor;  but  do  not  confine  it  to  experienced  workL  Tt 
exact  account  of  all  Contributions  and  Disbursements.  They  I  should  be  one  of  tWim,  „f .un  ?•  fcIPe"ence?  w<>^ers.  It 
had  a  set  place  of  assembling  together,  in  which  they  observed  1 1  7  T u  Devotional  Committee  to  recruit 
a  regular  method  of  proposing,  debating,  and  concluding  every- 1  Ke'  7  Putt,nSf  inexperienced  laborers  with  those  who 
thing;  and  had  a  Notary  on  all  occasions  to  attend  them.  And  j  are  veterans,  a  two-fold  good  will  bo  accomplished  younir  con 
finally,  at  this  weekly  Meeting  they  concerted  those  measures  verts  will  be  educated,  and  our  ranks  will  be  increased 
which  they  prosecuted  with  vigour  in  the  City  and  Suburbs,  and       What  is  the  sco™  of  thi-  r™Jt„  1    •     1D"  , 

with  very  great  success.  i  i/L  Committee— in  other  words,  what 
"For  they  were  instrumental  in  putting  down  several  open  '  r  line  of  °Perat!oi» '  The  devotional  meetings  at  the 
Markets  that  had  been  kept  on  the  Lord's  Day ;  and  in  suppress-  room8  of  tne  Association  should  have  the  first  care— our  duty  be- 
ing some  hundreds  of  Houses  of  ill  Fame,  bringing  the.  frequent-  »inB  a»  home— our  own  family  must  bo  first  provided  for  Cam 
ers  of  them  to  due  shame  and  punishment.    And  bv  the  mem,.    shnnlH  fc»  «„b„-  ♦!,_* p  r-  _      re 


ers  of  them  to  due  shame  and  punishment.  And  'by  the  means 
of  this  Society  alone,  above  two  thousand  persons  have  been 
legally  prosecuted  and  convicted,  either  as  Keepers  of  Houses  of 
Bawdry  and  Disorder,  or  as  Night-walkers,  and  the  like ;  and  the 
names  of  these  delinquents  are  set  down  in  the  Black  Lists  which 
they  have  printed.  All  which  have  been  sentenced  by  the  Mag- 
istrates as  the  Law  directs,  and  have  accordingly  been  punished 
many  of  them  divers  times,  either  by  Carting,  Whipping,  Fining' 
imprisonment,  or  suppressing  their  Licences. 

"They. have  also  been  instrumental  to  put  down  several  Mu- 1 «  *~»  «°  ouowiueu,  ict  ona  oe  ests 

sickhouses,  which  had  degenerated  into  notorious  Nurseries  of  I  one  weekly  meeting  for  prayer  should  be  held 

Lewdness  and  Debauchery ;  as  it  appeared  by  a  Paper  printed  on  i  fail 

this  occasion,  wherein  it  is  proved,  that  many  persons  had  been  <     »j 

»n*„«w  k„  .i,„  ....,„   .,„ <•=-> "  -  -      -  JNow.  as  to  other  gatherings  for  prayer:  if  there  is  sufficient 


should  be  taken  that  every  necessary  arrangement  is  made  for 
properly  sustaining  these .  provide  for  leaders,  music,  the  attend- 
ance of  certain  members.  The  better  plan,  perhaps,  would  be  to 
place  them  in  the  hands  of  a  pub-committee.  This  Committee 
should  decide  as  to  the  frequency  of  the  Association  prayer-meet- 
ings,  and  the  rules  for  their  conduct.  The  question  of  a  daily  re- 
ligious  meeting  should  claim  the  attention  of  the  Committee  and 
wherever  it  can  be  sustained,  let  one  be  established.     At  least 

This  should  not 


ensnared  by  the  rude  company  which  usually  resorted  to  those 
Houses,  to  the  ruin  of  their  Honour ;  which  disorder  had  abound, 
ed  to  that  degree,  that  above  twenty  Murders  had  been  com- 
mitted in  them  within  a  very  little  time. 

"  Besides  this,  the  Members  of  this  Society  have  legally  con- 
victed multitudes  of  notorious  Swearers,  Sabbath  breakers,  and 
Drunkards :  And  their  proceedings  in  all  these  cases  have  been 
so  strictly  legal  and  unblamable  that  they  have  for  many  years 
past  received  great  countenance  in  the  several  Courts  of  Judica- 
ture ;  and  have  found  very  considerable  encouragement  from  the 
Lord  Mayor  add  Court  of  Aldermen,  who  have  honourably  con- 
tributed towards  the  necessary  expense  of  so  great  and  useful  an 
Undertaking." 

Such  was  the  work  of  what  we  we  may  term  the  "  Reforma- 
tion Section"  of  the  Associations  alluded  to.  There  was,  also, 
the  "  Religious  Section."  The  former  "  endeavored  to  take  away 
the  reproach  of  our  Religion  by  curbing  the  exorbitances  of  its 
Professors ;  the  latter  attempted  to  retrieve  that  holy  Vigor  in 
the  Practice  of  Religion,  which  becomes  Christians."  Of  the 
Evangelical  character  of  the  Societies  we  are  assured  by  the  fact 
that  their  zeal  had  "  provoked  some  of  their  Dissenting  Brethren 
to  join  with  them."  The  members  (active  members  we  take  it) 
of  those  Associations  never  regretted  their  success.  The  Doctor 
says,  "  I  never  yet  met  with  one  Member  of  any  of  these  Societies, 
who  did  not  greatly  praise  God  for  the  Benefit  they  reap  from 
them,"  and  he  had  seen  many  of  them  when  dying,  "  praying 
earnestly  for  the  advancement  of  them."  ■ 

From  this  book  we  learn  that  Young  Men's  Religious  Societies 
very  similar  to  our  own  Associations  existed  in  the  seventeenth 
and  eighteenth  centuries,  and  that  they  were  engaged  in  the. 
same  work  then  that  we  are  now ;  but  that  they  did  it  with  a 
vigor  and  thoroughness  that  may  well  put  us  to  shame. 


ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE  WORK, 

DEVOTIONAL   MEETINGS. 

When  we  come  to  this  Committee  we  touch  the  vital  parts  of  our 
work  as  Christian  Associations.  Our  religious  appliances  are 
like  the  work*  of  the  watch  :  the  Library,  Reading  Room,  etc.,  are 
the  casing  and  ornamentation.  The  movement  needs  the  case  and 
the  crystal,  and  the  case  and  the  crystal  are  comparatively  worth- 
less without  the  works ;  and  so  it  is  in  this  great  Christian  move- 
ment for  young  men  :  we  must  recognize  both  the  human  and 
the  spiritual  sides. 

The  composition  of  this  Committee  should  be  from  the  aelive  «reat  many  are  heard,  and  there  is  sympathy  in  numbere;  the  sing- 
members  of  the  Association.  There  need  be  no  caution  about  its  j  Kh?^^ 
size  ;  it  will  probably  be  small  enough.  Very  much  will  depend  '  very  little  for  dulness ;  a  responsive  sym  path v  is  awakened  and  the 
upon  the  chairman  ;  besides  being  warm-hearted  and  earnest  in  '  heart  mellowed  for  the  Spirit's  influence.  You  may  not  have  all 
his  piety,  he  should  be  aggressive,  not  satisfied  with  a  "  fair  show"  ,  i,68?  e,em?nts  combined  in  such  a  degreeas  to  pro  luce  the  results 
of  work  on  the  part  of  his  Committee,  but  ever  ready  to  ^W  fflti^XAWWSM  w^jffiffl. 
some  uncultivated  field,  as  opportunity  may  offer.     He  must  be  '  must  utterly  fail.  •       "uoul  wmcu  au  metll0<"» 


strength  to  sustain  the  Association  meetings  proper,  the  question 
should  at  once  be  put:  "Have  we  not  some  power  to  spare  for 
the  Master  in  other  parts  of  the   field— is  it  all   utilized?" 
There  can  be,  we  believe,  but  few  Associations  where  this  aggres- 
sive work  cannot  be  carried  on.     They  should  be  multiplied  in 
proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  society.    Let  each  outside  meet- 
ing be  under  the  charge  of  a  sulMx>mmittee,  who  shall  be  respon- 
sible for  its  maintenance,  and  report  regularly  the  work  accom- 
plished.    In  this  outside  effort,  select  the  most  neglected  spots,  and 
plant  there  the  banner  of  the  Cross.    We  have  in  mind  just  one 
of  these  spots,  where  a  dozen  or  more  houses  were  clustered  to- 
gether, about  two  miles  from  towns  on  either  side,  where  several 
churches  had  for  years  been  planted  ;  but  twenty  years  had  passed 
without  the  Gospel  of  love  reaching  these  people,  excepting  the 
few  who  from  time  to  time  emerged  from  this  heathendom  and 
entered  the  churches  of  either  town.    The  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  in  the  smaller  of  the  towns  had  their  vision  quickened 
to  behold  this  neglected  field,  and  organized  their  force  for  earnest 
work.      They  commenced  meetings,  and  continued  them;  and 
numbers  of  souls  wore  led  to  the  Saviour.    Is  there  then  not'some 
such  work  for  your  Association— some  neglected  outlying  village 
where  men  and  women  live  and  die,  and  hardly  ever  hear  the 
name  of  Jesus?     Or  if  you  are  in  the  city,  there  is  •  prison,  a 
hospital,  a  tenement-house,  a  benevolent  institution,  where  no 
Christ  is  preached :  present  the  work  to  the  Committee  and  to  the 
Association  with  urgency,  and  call  for  workers. 

Cottage  prayer-meetings  may  be  very  profitable.  Go  into  some 
poor  family,  or  into  the  household  of  some  poor  invalid,  and  there 
gather  a  few  neighbors  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  There  is  a  silent 
power  in  such  social  gatherings,  and  their  unpretentious  charac 
ter  may  be  the  means  of  winning  some  not  otherwise  gained. 

A  word  or  two  as  to  the  method  of  conducting  these  meetings. 
If  we  would  be  guided  in  this  matter,  perhaps  we  cannot  do  bet^ 
ter  than  to  observe  those  meetings  which  gather  around  them  the 
most  intense  interest,  and  are  so  fruitful  in  results.  Take  the 
Fulton-street  meeting,  the  devotional  meetings  at  our  Conven- 
tions—what  gives  them  their  power?  First,  there  is  spiritual 
power  present ;  there  are  men  taking  part  who  are  filled  with  love 
to  the  Saviour,  and  God  manifests  Himself  through  them.  Then 
there  is  often  somethi  ng  due  to  the  leader ;  his  promptness,  his  mng. 
netisin,  his  stirring  force.  Again,  brevity  is  a  striking  feature ;  a 
great  many  are  heard,  and  there  is  sympathy  in  numbers :  the  sinir- 


132 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[August, 


ssariattM  IfUnthlg. 

Published  and  Edited  by  the  Executive  OamnUtee^ '  Oe  Taw,  M£>  CMt- 
Han  AetocWoneqf the  United  State*  and  Britten  Proline*,  New-  York  City. 


NEW-YORK,  AUGUST,  1872. 


TKBMS,  *1  per  annum,  In  advance.  Portaje  not  Included. 

For  "iwi-nher*  In  New- York City  and  British  Provtace«,.the  price  will  bo 
$1.12  per  auunm,  In  advance.    Postage  Included. 

Address  ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY, 

Cor.  83d  Street  and  4tu  Avenue. 


Carefully  written,  terse  aud  pointed  article*,  designed  to 
Interest  YOCNG  WEN  and  to  improve  them  intellectually, 
morally,  or  nnlrltually,  or  to  guide  and  Instruct  Associa- 
tion workers,  are  solicited. 


OUR  PLATFORM. 

The  Monthly  is  designed  to  familiarize  the  members  of 
our  organization  with  its  purposes,  and  to  instruct,  guide,  and 
encourage  them  in  its  work.  By  means  of  its  news  depart- 
ment, it  enables  each  Association  to  learn  what  the  others  are 
doing,  how  they  are  doing  it,  and  with  what  success  they  arc 
doing  it.  If  one  devises  a  successful  plau  for  interesting 
young  men  in  Christian  work,  it  in  made  known,  and  can  be 
adopted  at  once  by  all.  If  one  tries  an  experiment  and  fails, 
others  are  warned  of  the  failure.  In  this  way,  much  time  is 
saved  and  progress  is  facilitated.  It  is  easy,  then,  to  see  that 
this  department,  with  no  logic  but  the  logic  of  facts,  and  no 
rhetoric  but  the  simple  statement  of  these  facts,  is  invaluable 
to  Association  workers,  though  it  may  be  insufferably  dull  to 
others.  Its  department  of  original  contributions  is  opon  to 
articles  haviug  for  their  object  the  intellectual,  moral,  or  spir- 
itual improvement  of  young  men,  and  articles  prepared  by 
active  Association  men,  with  the  design  of  making  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Association  clearer,  explaining  and  recommend- 
ing metho.ls  of  work  which  have  proved  successful  in  their 
hands,  or  suggesting  new  methods  and  new  lines  of  progress. 
Members  who  can  furnish  such  articles  will  greatly  oblige 
the  Associations  by  doing  it.  The  Monthly  makes  no  effort 
to  manufacture  or  manipulate  public  opinion ;  it  does  what  it 
can  to  stimulate  the  Associations  to  intelligent  action,  and 
leaves  the  public  to  judge  them  by  their  works.  It  makes  no 
attempt  to  embrace  all  the  religious,  political,  literary,  and 
scientific  intelligence  that  young  men  may  need;  it  codAdcs 
itself  to  its  own  specialty.  It  is  not  its  province  to  interest  or 
attract  men,  women,  or  children,  but  to  gather  facts,  convey 
information,  or  present  thoughts  that  will  aid  Associations  in 
reaching  young  men,  and  promoting  their  moral  and  spiritual 
culture.  If  any  Association  man  thinks  the  Monthly  is  not 
as  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  let  him  remember,  before  censuring 
it,  that  it  is  his  duty,  as  well  as  privilege,  to  assist  in  making 
it  better.  _ 

THE    SPHERIC    OF    YOUNG    MEN'S    CHRIS- 
TIAN ASSOCIAJIONS. 

Concerning  our  sphere,  and  the  fact  that  the  Association 
is  not  always  appreciated,  and  that  there  is  sometimes  a  feel- 
ing among  pastors  and  people  that  it  weakens  the  Church, 
thcChriilian  Union  says: 

"  The  welfare  of  the  Young  Men's  Associations  demands  a  con- 
sideration of  the  causes  of  such  feelings.  The  reason  has  njt  been 
obsoure  in  many  cases.  The  object  of  the  Association  is  indefinite, 
professing  simply  to  benefit  a  certain  class — i.  e.,  young  men  ;  and 
its  members  are  members  of  evangelical  churches,  who  feel  that 
in  order1  to  exercise  their  Christian  graces,  they  must  engage  in 
some  fonn  of  Christian  work.    But  the  Association  is  not  definitely 


organized  as  a  missionary,  a  tract,  a  Bibla,  an  education,  a  tem- 
perance society ;  and  it  is  not  a  church,  to  conduct  worship,  and 
revivals,  and  administer  the  sacraments.  Dut  it  can  enter  into 
any  of  these  fields  of  labor,  and,  in  so  doing,  may  eater,  or  seem 
to  enter,  Into  fields  already  filled.  In  Chicago,  the  Young  Men's 
Association,  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Moody,  has  avowedly  acted  as  a 
city  missionary  association.  Bad  there  been  a  regular  city  mis- 
sionary society,  there  would  have  been  interference ;  but  as  there 
was  none,  the  Young  Men's  Association  took  its  place,  and  bad  a 
wide  field,  and  labored  efficiently.  In  Galesburg  there  was  a 
City  Missionary  Association,  and  the  yoong  men  could  not  fill 
that  field  without  interference,  and  were  perplexed  in  organizing 
a  harmonious  plan  of  action.  So,  also,  prayer-meetings  may  be 
so  organised,  and  efforts  for  revivals  so  made,  as  to  interfere  with 
the  systems  of  prayer  and  labor  in  the  churches.  That  this  is 
sometimes  the  impression  is  obvious  from  the  facts  already  stated. 
The  remedy  is  to  decide  upon  the  true  sphere  of  such  associations, 
and  bo  to  organize  them  that  they  shall  aim  wisely  at  the  conver- 
sion and  Christian  development  of  young  men,  especially  in  our 
larger  cities.  The  churches  and  their  pat-tors  could  bo  heartily 
united  in  some  such  well-considered  and  wolladjuHted  system,  for 
certainly  there  is  nothing  of  greater  moment  than  to  unite  the 
Christian  young  men  of  our  land  in  well-directed  ett'jrts  to  deliver 
from  temptation,  and  to  regenerate  and  develop,  and  unite  in 
Christian  effort,  all  the  young  men.  not  only  of  our  cities*  but  of 
our  whole  land.  But  to  obtain  a  system  that  shall  I  e  thoroughly 
consistent  and  effective,  and  unite  the  pastors  ami  churches  ot  our 
land  in  earnest  co-operation  with  our  young  men,  requires  yet 
much  stady  as  well  as  earnest  prayer.  We  trost  that  the  question 
will  be  thoroughly  canvassed  in  the  world's  meeting  at  Amsterdam." 

The  object  of  the  Association  is  to  reach  unconverted  young 
men,  shield  them  from  temptation,  secure  their  conversion, 
develop  their  Christian  graces,  and  train  them  for  Christian 
work.  To  accomplish  this  object,  much  effort  is  required  on 
the  part  of  Christian  young  men  who  are  already  members  of 
our  churches,  but  this  docs  not  necessarily  lessen'thcir  efforts 
in  their  own  churches — they  may  do  this  in  addition  to  their 
church  work.  It  is  a  well-recognized  fact  that  Association 
work  not  only  does  not  diminish  the  efficiency  of  young  men 
in  their  own  churches,  but  that  it  greatly  increases  it;  so  the 
church  rather  gains  than  loses  here,  and  then  every  young  man 
who  is  saved  from  ruiu  by  the  Association,  and  is  converted, 
joins  the  church,  and  Increases  its  working  force ;  here,  then, 
the  church  is  a  positive  gainer.  The  Association,  in  striving 
to  work  for  the  Master,  and  to  train  young  converts  in  Chris- 
tian work,  often  engages  in  city  missionary  work,  mission 
Sunday-schools,  open-air  preaching,  cottage  prayer-meetings, 
and  the  like ;  but  this  is  not  the  legitimate  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, and  if  the  churches  or  other  organizations  do  it,  and 
employ  the  young  men  of  the  church  in  the  work,  then 
the  Association  has  no  occasion  to  do  it ;  but  if  the  churches 
or  other  organizations  cannot  or  do  not  do  it,  then  it  can 
hardly  be  wronging  the  church  for  the  Association  to  engage 
in  it  as  a  training-school  for  its  members,  and  a  work  for 
Christ. '  But  it  should  not  undertake  such  work  in  any  place 
without  first  consulting  the  pastors  and  churches.  ~  The  Asso- 
ciation has  no  interest  separate  from  the  church,  it  is  merely 
the  church  itself  adapting  itself  to  circumstances. 

The  Adtane*  says : 

"  One  of  the  leading  questions  now  under  discussion  among  the 
Associations  relates  to  the  true  scope  and  1  iraits  of  thrir  operations : 
Should  thoy  be  confined  to  distinctively  religious  efforts,  or  under- 
take to  do  other  kinds  of  good,  in  order  that  the  higher  good  may 
come  1  There  certainly  is  enough  for  them  to  do,  when  they  find 
their  exact  line  of  effort ;  and  so  far  as  they  modestly  devote 
themselves  to  that,  let  us  all  bid  them  God-speed.  It  is  possible 
the  Associations  may  learn  something  from  the  methods  of  the 
Christian  Unions,  particularly  in  the  various  efforts  to  promote 
the  literary  and  general  cult  are,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  conver- 
sion of  young  people." 

The  Association  needs  buildings,  libraries,  reading-room*, 
literary  societies,  classes,  and  scientific  lectures,  to  aid  in 
shielding  young  men  from  temptation,  as  well  as  to  promote 
their  literary  and  general  culture.  Give  young  men  pleasant 
rooms,  interesting  books,  and  instructive  lectures,  and 
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much  more  difficult  to  lead  them  away  to  drinking,  gambling, 
and  dancing  saloons. 

It  can  be  no  question  but  that  it  is  the  trae  sphere  of  the 
Association  to  protect  young  men  from  evil  influences,  as  well 
as  to  labor  for  their  conversion. 


THE   NEW-YORK   STATE    CONVENTION. 

Elsewhere  will  be  found  the  circular  letter  of  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Lockport  Association,  to  the  Associations  through- 
out the  State  of  Hew- York,  inviting  them  to  send  full  delega- 
tions to  the  Convention  which  is  to  assemble  in  the  last  week 
of  this  month.  It  is  hoped  this  Convention  will  be  a  suc- 
cess in  evolving  some  new  and  better  mothods  for  carry- 
ing on  the  operations  of  the  Association  among  young 
men,  if  there  be  anything  new.  It  will,  perhaps,  in  its 
several  sessions,  bring  out  the  "  old,  old  story. "  that  the  work 
done  earnestly,  prayerfully,  and  in  faith — simple  trust  in  God 
for  results — is  sure  to  succeed.  This,  after  all,  is  where  the  se- 
cret of  strength  in  all  our  work  is  to  be  found,  and  if  the 
Convention  brings  out  the  testimony  of  witnesses  to  this  end, 
it  serves  to  enlighten  and  strengthen  those  who  are  seeking 
plans  and  who  are  weak  because  lacking  the  great  secret. 
Earnestness,  pray  erf ulness,  and  simple  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
worker  in  the  Association  cannot  fail  to  evoke  elements 
of  self-sacrifice,  of  heart-offering  essential  to  the  progress  of 
the  cause  of  Christ.  The  plan  that  has  never  been  tried,  or,  if 
tried,  not  fairly  relied  upon,,  is  always  new  to  those  who  hear 
for  the  first  time  of  its  wonderful  success.  If  the  Convention 
shall  develop-this  fact,  and  send  back  delegates  full  of  new 
impulses  to  carry  on  the  old  work,  it  will  be  so  much  of  a  sac- 
cess.  There  has  been  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, in  this  country,  when  its  course  has  been'  so  closely 
watched.  The  press  everywhere  is  evidently  basing  great  ex- 
pectations upon  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. At  important  points  it  has  its  buildings,  its  complete 
organization  and  the  sympathy  of  the  public,  and  as  the  facili- 
ties for  doing  more  work  are  multiplied,  we  must  not  wonder  if 
{he  world  expects  us  to  do  it.  Of  course  we  cannot  inaugurate 
reform  movements,  nor  identify  our  Associations  with  specific 
reform  organizations ;  but  we  can  to  a  great  extent  influence  all 
reform  movements  by  influencing  young  men.  They  are  the 
masters  of  society,  and  through  them  it  must  be  reached.  Let 
us  labor  on  that  the  young  men  of  oar  Associations  and  of 
America  may  become  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  oar  work ;  and 
with  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ  ever  before  them,  they  .will 
be  the  power  in  the  world  by  which  it  is  to  be  exalted  and 
saved. 


THE  ASSOCIATION  IN  HISTOItY. 

Books  are  in  many  ways  histories  of  the  times  in  which  they 
are  published.  Men  preserve  tbem  not  only  as  ornaments, but 
as  memorials  of  the  past.  A  volume  of  lectures  is  purchased 
by  a  young  man,  in  which  is  to  be  found  notice*  and  criticisms. 
Twenty  or  thirty  years  hence  the  book  will  be  taken  down 
from  the  shelf,  and  the  young  student  of  that  time,  in 
turning  over  its  pages,  will  have  a  revelation  of  oar  social 
condition  in  1872,  and  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
in  the  arts  and  sciences.  Its  mechanical  appearance  will 
be  the  history  of  our  present  style  and  taste.  The 
allusions  here  and  there  in  the  lectures  to  the  necessity  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  to  bring  out  and  develop 
the  moral  power  of  young  men  for  the  general  benefit  and 
elevation  of  society,  will  be  history  to  the  future  reader.  Not 
un'ikely,  as  the  volume  is  thus  perused,  the  reader  will  pause 
and  say:  "  Well,  how  history  repeats  itself  I   Oar  fathers  met 


in. Conventions  and  discussed,  « How  can  the  Association  help 
young  men  to  resist  temptations  V  and  other  equally  impor- 
tant questions.  The  world  seems  to  have  been  in  as  much 
need  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Saviour  as  it  is  now."  So  we 
find  some  of  the  books  of  a  few  generations  past  hailing,  as  a 
great  and  encouraging  feature  of  the  time,  that  "young  per- 
sons "  were  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  "  suppressing 
vice  and  reviving  religion."  The  article  on  the  Young  Men's 
Societies  of  the  olden  time,  printed  elsewhere,  unfolds  some 
of  the  points  brought  out  in  one  of  these  old  books,  and  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  read  with  interest. 


THE   EVANGELICAL    TEST. 

Is  another  place  will  be  found  a  communication  on  "  The 
Evangelical  Test  of  Membership,"  which  will  doubtless  com- 
mend itself  to  all  the  readers  of  the  Monthly.  It  is  to  be 
deeply  regretted  that  any  occasion  should  offer  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation work  is  very  plain — that  of  young  men  laboring  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  young  men  to  Jesus  Christ.  In  our  or- 
ganizing for  such  a  work,  it  must  be  very  apparent  to  every 
one  that  the  eo-worhen  with  Christ  who  are  to  carry  on  this 
work  most  be  full  of  the  spirit— men  of  prayer,  men  who  be- 
lieve with  all  their  heart  and  sonl  in  the  importance  of  young 
men  being  won  over  from  the  world,  and  peacefully,  joyfully 
resting  at  the  feet  of  the  Saviour.  Surely  we  do  not  expect 
that  this  work  is  to  be  done  by  any  who  do  not  fully  compre- 
hend its  vast  importance.  Upon  any  other  basis,  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  would  not  have  lived  so  long  as 
it  has,  nor  would  its  history  hav^  unfolded  a  record  so  glori- 
ous and  so  grand  as  that  to  which  the  Church  of  Christ  to-day 
points  with  so  much  gratitude,  joy,  and  praise.  Brethren, 
hold  fast  this  test,  and  do  not  be  betrayed  into  a  false  posi- 
tion by  the  wary  and  plausible  assumptions  of  those  who 
would  call  every  work  of  art  God-like,  and  every  accomplish- 
ment of  man  Christ-like.    Beware  of  pladitudinarians. 


STATE  CONTENTIONS. 

Announcements  of  State  Conventions  of  delegates  from 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  have  been  made  as 
follows: 

New-York.—- At  Lockport,  August  27th,  28th,  and  20th. 

Pennsylvania.— At  Carlisle,  September  13th. 

Ohio.— At  Toledo,  October  20th! 


Attention  is  called  to  the  communication  of  one  of  our 
most  active  working  leaders  in  regard  to  the  proposed  Con- 
ference of  General  Corresponding  Secretaries.  The  impor- 
tance of  such '  a  conference  can  hardly  be  estimated.  WU1 
officers  or  members  of  Associations  send  us  their  views  with 
reference  to  the  manner  of  conducting  it,  or  the  place  of 
holding  it  I 


Thb  Poughkeepsie  Association  is  now  in  its  own  Horn.  It 
is  therefore  in  a  better  oondition  for  carrying  on  the  work  in 
which  the  brethren  have  been  so  successfully  engaged  hither- 
to. While  the  members  of  that  Association  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  this  happy  consummation  of  their  "  building 
enterprise,"  it  is  hoped  that  the  efforts  to  liquidate  the  debt 
which  remains  will  not  be  allowed  to  hinder  the  prosecution 
of  the  various  operations  for  the  saving  of  Young  Men. 
The  more  vigorously  the  Association  performs  its  responsible 
work,  the  quicker  will  be  the  response  of  the  Christian 
people  generally  to  the  appeal  for  such  means  as  may  be  nec- 
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oasary.  .  Take  courage,  brethren  of  Poughkeepsie,  and  labor 
oal 


Tna  welcoming  address  of  Governor  Washburn  to  the 
Seventeenth  International  Convention  at  Lowell,  in  June,  is 
printed  in  this  number.  It  contains  a  statement  of  the  pres- 
ent aspect  of.  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Work 
aa  viewed  by  a  Christian  statesman.  The  necessities  of  the 
time  are  tersely  set  forth,  and  the  admonition  to  continue  on 
in  the  great  work  of  commending  the  name  of  Jesus  to  those 
who  are  seeking  rest  amid  the  world's  turmoil  and  not  finding 
it,  is  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  Christian  Young  Men  all 
over  the  country.  The  address,  which  is  a  warm  and  cordial 
tribute  to  the  Association  work,  and  an  earnest  plea  for  the 
cause  of  Christ,  needs  no  commendation.  The  testimony  is 
worthy  of  the  witness,  and  it  is  good  to  have  such  a  witness 
at  so  exalted  a  standpoint. 


The  Association  of  New-London,  from  whose  annual  report 
an  extract  appears  in  the  News  columns,  is  evidently  a  vigor- 
ous body.  A  representative  of  the  Executive  Committee  who 
had  occasion  recently  to  visit  that  city,  found  the  mem- 
bers instinct  with  the  working  spirit.  Every  man  appeared 
to  have  work  to  do,  and  a  place  in  which  to  do  it.  Some  of 
them  so  full  of  zeal  as  to  take  their  tea  at  the  bench, that  they 
might  get  to  work  tot  the  Association  without  impediment. 
This  may  seem  to  be  excess  of  zeal,  but  it  explains  the  presence 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  revivals  of  religion  and  the  salvation  of 
strain.  That  portion  of  the  report  which  includes  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  Almshouse  Meetings  shows  how,  after  long  per- 
severance, an  important  work  may  be  abandoned  just  at  the 
moment  when  the  seed  sows  is  about  to  vegetate.  The  les- 
son is  very  plain — there  is  no  time  at  which  it  is  proper  for  us 
to  retire  from  the  work  of  endeavoring  to  save  souls. 


How  opportunities  may  be  improved,  the  reader  will  Irani 
by  the  report  of  the  camp  operations  at  Niagara  last  month, 
under  the  head  of  "Hamilton,  Ont.,"  in  the  news  depart- 
ment. The  Ontario  Associations  cultivated  the  opportunity 
they  had  of  meeting  with  the  military  at  a  time  of  refreshing 
and  enjoyment.  The  mutual  good  feeling  that  characterized 
the  soldiers  and  the  Association  men  was  such  as  might  be 
expected  from  a  thoroughly  practical  exhibition  of  Christian 
manliness  and  sympathy.  The  guests  of  the  Association  at 
this  Christian  feast  evinced  their  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
put  forth  on  thoir  behalf  by  aiding  the  services  of  song  with 
their  band  instruments.  The  many  appeals,  kindly  and  cheer- 
ing  exhortations,  the  8000  hymn-books  and  12,000  tracts  have 
not  yet  completed  their  mission.  Who  can  count  up  the  re- 
sult of  such  well-timed  work?  There  will  be  glorious  mem- 
ories associated  with  the  Niagara  Camp  of  1872. 


Cuylkb.— Rev.  Theodore  L.  Cuyler,  D.D.,  In  a  letter  to  the  Ob- 
eener,  says :  "  I  was  permitted  to  preach  a  discourse  to  young 
men  before  an  Immense  audience — three  thousand  strong— in 
the  City  Hall.  It  was  by  Invitation  of  the  Scottish  Temperance 
League~<an  earnest  body  of  workers,  who  are  making  gallant 
headway  against  the  tremendous  current  of  tohitkeg  which  floods 
Scotch  aocjaty.  Bat  theirl  progress  is  slow,  and  must  be  slow 
while  such  a  majority  of  Scotland's  ministers  give  '  aid  and  com- 
fort' to  the  drinking-uaages.  I  most  confess  that  I  was  rather 
taken  aback  by  seeing  wine  on  certain  tablet  in  Scotland ;  and 
was  still  more  astounded  by  being  invited  to  '  take  toddy '  with 
a  company  of  excellent  ministers !  I  have  used  up  nearly  all  my 
adjectival  in  honest  praise  of  Scotland— the  dearest  land  to  me 
on  earth— ?bnt  I  most  quite  as  honestly  declare  that  the  drinking 
customs  of  Scotland  are  her  moet  stupendous  curse,  and  the  con- 
nivance of  so  many  Christian  ministers  with  those  customs  U  a 
stupendous  shame." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


General  Secretaries'  Conference. 

■  To  tub  Editor  of  Thh  Association  Mosthly:  I 
pleased  with  the  suggestion  last  month  in  regard  to  a"  General 
Secretaries'  Conference."  Two  great  objects  to  be  pushed  in 
Association  work  are,  the  erection  of  Association  buildings,  and 
the  thorough,  lyttematie  training  of  our  Secretaries. 

As  an  Initiative  movement,  could  not  the  Executive  Committee 
call  such  a  Conference,  to  be  held  some  time  next  winter  in  Pitta- 
burg,  Cleveland,  or  Cincinnati,  the  meetings  to  continue  one  week, 
to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  General  Corresponding  Secretary, 
K.. C.  Morse,  with  such  assistants  as  may  be  decided  upon  by  tlie 
Committee?  There  might  be  three  sessions  a  day,  conducted  some- 
what after  the  manner  of  a  normal  school.  Associations  having 
Secretaries  would  no  doubt  be  glad  to  grant  them  a  vacation,  and 
provide  transportation  to  the  place  of  meeting.  General  Secreta- 
ries have  weighty  responsibilities  resting  upon  them,  and  many 
of  them  feel  at  times  as  if  they  were  unequal  to  the  task  they  have 
undertaken.  This  feeling  is  likely  to  be  more  intense  where 
there  is  a  genuine  love  of  the  work  and  earnest  desire  for  its  suc- 
cess. May  it  not  be  that  such  a  conference  as  is  proposed  will  be 
just  the  medium  through  which  deliverance  may  come  in  answer 
to  the  many  prayers  offered  by  these  dear  brethren  for  deliverance 
and  encouragement — for  wisdom  and  endurance  ?  T. 


Notts  from  the  Field, 

YIATOB. 

Titunville,  Pa.— An  oil  town,  which,  if  you  have  never  vis- 
ited, yon  can  have  but  faint  conception  of  the  quick  growth  that 
has  marked  its  progress.  A  few  years  since,  a  quiet  hamlet,  nes- 
tled among  the  hills,  surrounded  by  tall  hemlocks,  and  dense  and 
almost  interminable  undergrowth.  When  the  news  flashed  through 
the  land  that  oil  had  been  found  here,  the  axe  of  the  woodman 
laid  bare  the  forest  of  pines,  and  from  the  waste  place  there  arose 
a  forest  of  derricks.  The  treasure  of  the  earth  poured  forth  to  en- 
rich the  people  of  the  quiet  valley,  and  to-day  its  stillness  is  bro- 
ken by  the  shrill  steam-whistle,  rumbling  car-trains,  the  hum  of 
marching,  and  the  noise  and  stir  incident  to  a  community  throb- 
bing with  intense  business  life. 

They  tell  me  the  place  contains  12,000  inhabitants,  and  as  I  pass 
along  the  street  I  am  greeted  on  either  side  by  majestic  stone- 
fronted  business  blocks,  and  other  buildings  scarcely  less  preten- 
tions. A  road-bed  of  "  Nicholson"  is  laid  through  the  streets,  and 
over  it  a  constant  stream  of  vehicles,  laden  with  the  traffic  of  the 
place,  pass  and  repass.  The  sidewalks  are  crowded  with  an  eager, 
hurrying  throng  of  people,  whose  faces  show  the  elation  or  de- 
pression induced  by  great  gains  or  losses.  Could  I  know  the 
hopes  and  fears  of  each  in  this  surging  crowd,  I  would  have  many 
living  exemplifications  of  what  it  is  to  have  "  oil  on  the  brain." 

A  place  where  many  are  intensely  after  this  world,  it  is  net 
strange  that  a  corresponding  degree  of  spiritual  aggression  should 
be  found  among  some  at  least  who  profess  to  live  for  the  "  world 
to  come."  A  hearty  greeting  from  Col.  Cogswell,  of  the  Herald, 
assures  us  of  a  kindred  spirit.  We  are  directed  to  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  where  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Convention  is  in  session.  The 
point  and  fervency  of  the  prayers,  with  special  desire  for  the 
Spirit's  presence  In  the  opening  meetings,  betoken  no  usual  gather- 
ing, to  which  succeeding  meetings  give  full  witness.  No  written 
statement  can  give  conception  of  the  interest  and  power  of  the 
Convention.  All  the  .topics  discussed  might  be  comprehended 
under  one  great  question :  "  What  do  we  need  to  be  more  effec- 
tive as  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  V  The  universal  an- 
swer was,  above  all  other  things,  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  addition  to 
this,  it  was  thought  we  needed  a  spirit  of  perseverance  under 
difficulties,  " knowledge  of  God's  word,"  "knowledge  of  men," 
"  sympathy  of  ministers  and  churches,"  money,  tact,  and  prudence. 

"  How  can  we  reach  the  young  men  of  the  oil  regions  T* 

variously  and  ably  discussed,  however,  __ 
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tion  that  human  nature  is  the  same  everywhere,  and  the  means 
that  would  be  blessed  in  one  place  would  be  blessed  in  every 
place,  without  much  deviation.  The  "Old  Han,"  with  his  lusts 
and  passions,  may  have  deeper  hold  amid  the  abounding  wicked- 
ness incident  to  life  in  the  oil  country,  but  it  is  only  needed  to  in- 
tensify by  the  Spirit  the  same  means  that  God  has  blessed  in  all 
conditions  of  men,  for  the  "New  Man,"  Christ,  to  reign  in  his 
room. 

Of  one  thing  I  have  been  impressed  up  in  this  land  (I  had 
almost  said  of  spiritual  weakness),  there  has  been  produced  some 
of  the  hardiest  and  most  manly  types  of  spiritual  workmen  that 
can  be  found  in  any  land.  As  I  listen  to  the  story  [of  experience 
from  one  among  them,  who,  with  faltering  tongue,  and  yet  pecu- 
liar power  and  pathos,  tells  of  the  road  over  which  he  had  gone, 
until  stopped  by  the  arm  that  is  not  shortened  to  save,  how  he 
found  light  and  life  from  a  crucified  Jesus,  of  how  the  Lord  had 
driven  him  from  point  to  point,  by  trial  and  temptation,  by  weari- 
ness and  want,  and  the  great  final  struggle  of  giving  up  all  to  the 
Master,  and  how  the  Lord  had  blessed  his  efforts  as  a  workman 
for  Jesus,  in  saving  souls,  I  did  not  repress  the  prayer  that  would 
fill  this  land  with  such  men. 

God  has  blessed  some  of  these  men  too  with  wealth,  and  with 
right  royal  hand  they  have  laid  much'of  it  upon  His  altar,  with  the 
spirit  of  a  "  cheerful  giver."  The  Presbyterian  church  of  this 
place,  with  a  membership  of  150,  pays  its  pastor  a  salary  of  $4500, 
with  contributions  to  the  various  spiritual  and  benevilent  objects 
in  like  proportion.  This  is  but  one  instance  among  many  of  the 
churches.  One  of  the  brethren  tells  me  that  he  can  pass  down  the 
street,  and  in  three  hours'  time  obtain  $25,000  for  an  Association 
building,  but  says  he :  "  We  want  more  of  the  power  that  will 
make  onr  Association  positive  for  good,  and  which  is  offered 
'  without  money  and  without  price.' "  "  We  are  waiting  and  pray- 
ing for  it."  With  such  men  as  Severance,  and  Coburn,  and  Ben- 
ham,  and  Ayers,  and  the  noble  Christian  lawyer,  S.  Minor,  Esq., 
with  many  other  zealous  and  efficient  enes,  we  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  the  Association  of  Titusville  will  rise  In  its  spiritual 
might,  and  strike  manfully,  faithfully,  and  effectively  for  Jesus. 


The   Evangelical    Test   of  Membership. 

FBOM  AN  ASSOCIATION  WORKER. 

[Tub  following  extracts  from  a  letter  addressed  by  a  member  of 
one  of  the  Associations  in  the  United  States  to  a  devoted  brother 
in  one  of  the  British  Provinces,  will  be  read  with  interest :] 

May  15th,  1873. 

Dear  — ,  I  believe  the  true  settlement  of  the  test  of  member- 
ship to  be  vitally  important  to,  the  future  usefulness  and  even  ex- 
istence of  your  Association  as  a  Christian  society.  ■«•«■»*• 

Ten  years  ago,  some  of  our  men  got  it  into  their  heads  that  the 
abolition  of  the  evangelical  church-membership  test,  as  a  necessary 
qualification  for  all  who  vote  and  hold  office,  would  give  us" a 
power  and  influence  with  unconverted  young  men  which  we  had 
not  then  obtained,  and  that  our  society  would  become  more  popu- 
lar in  their  eyes.  Although  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  our 
leading  men  did  not  agree  with  this  view,  they  concluded  to  grat- 
ify these  brethren  by  allowing  the  amendment  to  pass.  Before 
two  years,  the  very  brethren  through  whose  influence  the  evan- 
gelical test  was  abolished  declared,  publicly  and  privately,  with- 
out the  utterance  of  a  word  on  the  other  side,  that  the  position 
was  an  unsafe  one,  and  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
even  more  binding  and  pronounced  than  the  original  qualifica- 
tions. And  not  only  this,  they  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
special  charter  we  held  from  the  State,  making  that  section  of  our 
constitution  unalterable  by  the  Association.  Yon  will  probably, 
•eh  : "  Why  this  sudden  conversion  t" 

We  had  two  sad  examples  staring  us  In  the  face,  of  the  danger 
likely  to  aiise  from  this  lax  test,  which  troubled  these  good  breth- 
ren. One :  where  they  concluded  to  allow  all  members  to  vote, 
but  conferred  the  privilege  to  hold  office  only  upon  those  men 
in  evangelical  churches.  The  right  to  vote  gave  the  enemies  of 
Christ  all  the  handle  they  needed ;  having  the  right  to  vote,  they 


had  the  right  to  vote  to  amend  the  Constitution,  which  tbey  did 
without  delay  ;  and  before  a  year  had  passed,  the  most  subtle 
infidel  in  the  town  became  President  of  the  Association.  The 
Christian  men  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  from  the  Associa- 
tion, and  form  another  which  should  be  Christian  indttd. 

The  other  example  was  that  of  an  Association  formed  by  two  of 
the  leading  brethren  of  our  Association,  who  were  advocates  of 
the  so-called  liberal  test.  These  two  men  were  devotedly  pious, 
and  yet  the  society  after  its  membership  grew  strong,  voted  to 
discontinue  the  holding  of  prayer-meetings  or  religion*  meetings 
in  their  rooms.  The  Association  became  practically  dead,  and  in 
company  with  one  of  the  brethren  who  started  it,  I  aided  in  the 
organiztion  of  an  Association  on  the  old  evangelical  basis,  which, 
during  the  five  years  which  have  elapsed,  has  accomplished  much 
for  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  is  vigorous  still.  The  other  society 
will  probably  not  be  heard  from. 

You  may  ask,  "  Has  the  evangelical  test  the  effect  of  keeping 
young  men  away  from  the  Association  t"  I  say,  no  1  By  refer- 
ence to  page  35  of  our  Annual  Report,  you  will  notice  that  our 
associate  membership  largely  exceeds  the  active.  Youngmen.be 
they'  Christian  or  not,  will  be  glad  to  associate  themselves  with  a 
vigorous  society.  Unconverted  young  men  recognize,  with  rare 
exceptions,  that  the  Christian  standard  cannot  be  raised  too  high. 
Young  men  have  no  respect  for  trimmers ;  they  do  respect  sin- 
cerity ;  and  if  men  would  reach  them,  they  must  do  so  in  a 
manly,  straightforward,  kindly  way.  There  must  be  no  misrepre- 
sentation*. You  ask  me  what  would  be  the  effect,  if  the  right  to 
hold  office  were  conferred  only  upon  members  in  evangelical 
churches,  and  this  section  were  made  unalterable — the  right  to 
vote  still  being  granted  to  associate  members. 

I  reply:  first,  that  the  section  or  article  of  your  constitution 
which  provides  new  amendments  shall  be  made — could  be  itself 
easily  amended,  so  that  the  two-thirds  provision  could  be  abolished. 
Further :  the  members  having  the  right  to  vote  might  entirely 
sap  the  Christian  life  of  the  society,  even  though  they  might  not 
alter  the  Constitution.  The  Association  is  supreme ;  its  vote  is 
binding  upon  the  officers  and  Board  of  Directors.  It  could  at  any 
time  prohibit  the  holding  of  open-air  services,  cottage  or  other 
prayer-meetings,  all  forms  of  religious  work,  and  even  the  open- 
ing of  your  meetings  with  the  reading  of  God's  Word  and  prayer. 
By  vote  they  could  decide  to  have  a  public  ball  in  your  rooms 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  you  would  be  powerless  unless  the  laws  of 
your  province  prohibit  it. 

You  see,  my  dear  brother,  how  dangerous  a  compromise  is  to 
the  cause  we  deeply  love.  Christ  meant  something  when  He 
said,  "  He  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattereth  abroad,"  and  "  y« 
cannot  serve  two  masters,"  etc. 

You  are  not  working  for  to-day ;  you  are  organizing  an  Associ- 
ation which  you  expect  will  outlive  all  of  those  who  exert  a  con- 
trolling influence  in  it  now.  Lay  your  foundation  wisely,  that 
your  superstructure  may  stand. 

Remember  that  "  Them  that  honor  me  I  will  honor." 

Wishing  you  God's  blessing  which  maketh  rich. 


Two  Important  Personal  Questions, 

A  correspondent'  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  sends  the  two  questions 
and  answers  appended,  stating  them  as  the  substance  of  an  ex- 
hortation he  heard  from  the  pulpit : 

CAN  I  NOT  BB  AS   GOOD  A  CHRISTIAN  OUT  OF  THE  CHURCH   AS 
IN  IT? 

Yes  I  if  a  man  can  be  as  good  a  Christian  in  disobedience  as  in 
obedience ;  if  he  can  be  a  Christian  at  all  in  the  continued,  delib- 
erately determined  violation  of  the  last  and  most  touching  com- 
mand of  the  Saviour  who  died  for  him,  and  who  said :  "  If  ye 
love  me,  keep  my  commandments."  "  Whosoever  shall  keep  the 
whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point  (wilfully  and  continually), 
is  guilty  of  all." 

AX  I  FIT  (GOOD  ENOUGH)  TO  COMB  TO  THB  COMMUNION? 

No  I  No  one  is,  in  any  goodness  of  his  own.  Christians  do  not 
approach  the  table  of  the  Lord  In  any  such  dependence.  Christ 
puts  it  on  no  such  ground.  He  enjoins  it  as  a  duty,  growing  oat 
of  His  command.  An  yon  wiling  and  desirous  to  esey  Sim  f 
Then  do  it  without  reference  to  your  own  fitness.  We  do  not 
hesitate  on  the  score  of  unfitness  in  the  ease  of  any  other  duty 
enjoined  by  Christ.  Do  we  question  our  fitness  to  obey  the  com- 
mand to  love  Christ,  to  love  our  parents,  or  to  be  honest  ?  We 
feel  bound  in  each  case  to  do  it  Let  us  in  the  same  way  obey 
when  Christ  says :  "  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me."  J>o  it  I 
I  Trust  Him  for  fitness,  as  well  as  for  pardon, 
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HEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Items  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topics  will  fee 
specially  welcome  i 

1.  Hnr  features  la  the  work.  2.  News  of  Convention*. 
S.  Interesting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  coed  done  to  In- 
dividuals. S.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  or  As- 
sociations *n  the  local  press.  1.  In  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  saceess  have  been  achieved. 

B""  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  fee  sent  to  the  MONTHLY 
promptly,  while  the  nrpvs  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished; 


ALABAMA. 

Seltna. — The  Association  at  Selma  is  earnestly  and  energeti- 
cally at  work.  There  is  a  regular  Monday  evening  prayer-meet- 
ing, a  Sabbath  afternoon  service,  a. meeting  at  East  Selmaon 
Wednesday  evenings,  and  the  county  jail  is  visited  every  Sab- 
bath afternoon,  and  services  held  with  the  prisoners.  The 
*  Central  City  Literary  Society,"  who  hold  their  meetings  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Association,  have  been  invited  to  use  the  Associa- 
tion library  freely.  The  Counsellor,  published  by  the  Associa- 
tion, has  the  following  in  relation  to  a  State  Convention :  "  Some 
months  since,  correspondence  was  institute!  by  our  Association 
with  all  the-.  Associations  in  this  State,  and  with  ministers  in 
towns  where  there  are  no  Associations,  with  the  view  of  getting 
an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  holding  a  Conven- 
tion in  this  State  to  consider  the  best  means  of  enlisting  young 
men  in  the  work  of  the  Church.  Favorable  responses  have  been 
received  from  a  number  of  persons ;  and  we  hope  to  note,  in  our 
next,  an  invitation  to  all  similar  organizations,  and  to  Christian 
young  men  throughout  the  State,  to  meet  in  such  a  Convention, 
In  this  city,  some  time  during  the  summer  or  early  fall." 

CONNECTICUT. 

New  London. — One  of  the  mott  successful  Association  a  in 
Connecticut  is  that  of  New  London.  The  spirit  of  the  Master  ap- 
pears to  be  the  controlling  influence.  The  members  are  of  the 
self-sacrificing  order,  and  do  not  stop  on  account  of  obstacles  or 
small  means. .  The  last  annual  report  unfolds  a  vast  amount  of 
encouraging  work,  the  results  springing  up  almost  simultaneously 
with  the  efforts  mads  to  save  souls.  The  President,  Mr.  J.  N. 
Harris,  says,  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  an 
institution  that  belongs  to  the  Christian  community  generally," 
and  on  this  basis  the  work  has  been  done.  The  receipts  of  the 
Treasurer  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  $418.55,  and  the  expendi- 
tures-to  $400.03.  In  addition  to  this,  members  of  the  Association 
contributed  $250  in  aid  of  "  The  Higher  Life"  convention,  and  to 
aid  County  and  State  Associations.  There  is  no  Reading  Room 
open  for  the  benefit  of  young  men,  but  the  brethren  have  their 
hearts  set  upon  having  a  home  as  soon  as-  practicable.  The 
rooms  are  used  for  noon  prayer-meetings  daily,  weekly  prayer- 
meeting,  literary  society,  monthly  business  meeting,  monthly 
prayer-meeting,  and  committee-meetings.  The  fields  regularly 
occupied  through  the  entire  year  include  47  weekly  meetings  at 
the  rooms,  SO  at  the  mission  chapel,  103  at  East  New-London,  and 
46  at  the  almshouse  and  vicinity,  besides  18  open-air  meetings,  a 
series  of  15  meetings  at  Mission  Chapel,  17  cottage  or  neighbor- 
hood prayer-meetings,  and  six  school-house  meetings — in  all,  298 
religions  meetings.  The  ministers  have  co-operated  with  much 
cordiality.  Delegates  were  sent  to  aid  and  encourage  meetings 
in  other  towns  net  under  the  care  of  the  Association.  Delegates 
were  also  sent,  at  the  request  of  the  State  Executive  Committee, 
to  Colchester,  Mystic,  North  Stoniagton,  sad  other  places.  En- 
couraging results  have  ever  attended  these  various  labors.  In 
February,  Bev,  WW.  ft  Boajudmax  was  invited  to  hold  a  "  Higher 
life  Convention,"  which  was  held,  and  was  attended  with  blessed 
results,  which  were  not  confined  to  New  London.    The  story  of 

THE  ALMSHOUSE  KKBTHJO 

is  so  Interesting  and  fall  of  encouragement  to  those  who  areoperat- 
ing  in  similar  fields  that  we  give  it  in  full.  "  This  meeting,  which 
was  commenced  in  July,  1871,  under  circumstances  that  gave  very 
little  promise  of  success,  has,  by  the  blessing  of  Clod,  proved  a 


power  for  good,  and  many  will  have  occasion  to  bless  the  day  that 
a  few  brethren  toiled  on  against  the  difficulties  that  beset  them  on 
every  side  during  the  first  months  of  this  work.  Repeated  solicita- 
tions were  made  to  the  keeper  for  permission  to  hold  the  meetings, 
but  upon  his  positive  refusal  to  open  the  house  for  religious  wor- 
ship, we  applied  to  the  selectmen  for  permission,  which  was  readily 
granted,  and  thus  we  obtained  admittance  to  the  hou*»,  but  not  to 
the  hearts  or  kindly  sympathy  of  the  presiding  inmates.    After 
making  an  effort  against  the  tide  for  nearly  five  months,  and 
scarcely  more  than  holding  our  position,  many  of  the  brethren 
thought  it  best  to  abandon  the  field  entirely ;  but  in  December, 
evidences    of   the   work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  began  to  appear. 
New  faces  of  those  who  availed  themselves  of  no  other  religious 
privileges  were  seen  at  each  meeting.    One  woman  came,  who. 
had  not  been  to  a  religious  meeting  for  fifteen  years ;  another 
poor  woman,  in  a  Very  plain  dress,  came  with  an  infant  in  her 
arms.    Her  anxious  face  gave  evidence  that  she  desired  to  learn 
about  Jesus  the  Comforter.    Tears  were  seen  falling  from  eyes 
unaccustomed  to  weep  for  sin,  and  the  story  of  the  Qoepel,  simply 
told,  was  carrying  its  convictions  home  to  the  hearts  of  those  who 
were  untaught  in  its  principles.    On  the  last  Sunday  of  December, 
two  came  who  have  never  been  in  the  habit  of  attending  church. 
The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  must  have  inclined  their  hearts  thither,  for 
surely  their  own  perverse  dispositions   never  would  have  led 
them  into  such  a  meeting  as  that.    On  this  occasion,  one  rose  and 
asked  for  prayer  in  his  own  behalf,  thus  manifesting  a  desire  to 
begin  and  lead  a  new  life.     During  the  month  of  January,  eight 
or  ten  came  forward  in  like  manner.     On  the  21st  of  that  month, 
the  leader  of  the  meeting  invited  all  present,  who  sincerely  desired 
to  live  a  Christian  life,  to  kneel  while  he  offered  prayer  for  them. 
All  present  but  one  knelt  before  the  throne  of  mercy,  several 
prayers  were  offered,  the  last  one  in  the  broken  accents  of  one 
who  for  the  first  time  lifted  his  voice  in  public  prayer,  having 
while  there  upon  his  knees  committed  himself  to  Christ,  and  expe- 
rienced the  joy  of  pardoning  love.    Many  of  the  attendants  of  the 
'  Almshouse'  meeting  came  from  a  neighborhood  never  remark- 
able for  piety,  although,  on  a  canvass,  some  were  found  who  had 
in  former  years  been  members  of  churches.     Ineffectual  efforts 
were  several  times  made  to  hold  prayer-meetings  in  that  neigh- 
borhood.   At  last,  success  attended  the  importunity  of  two  lady 
associate  members,  who,  by  personal  visitation,  gained  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  sufficiently  to  induce  one  of  their  number  to 
open  her  house  for  a  meeting.    A  clamor  was  raised,  and  violence 
threatened  by  the  neighbors,  some  of  whom  came  into  the  first 
meeting  with  no  friendly  feelings.    The  meeting  was  one  of 
marked  spiritual  power,  and  well  calculated  to  disturb  a  wicked 
heart,  and  before  its  close,  several  of  these  persons  found  them- 
selves quite  fully  occupied  in  striving  against  their  own  rising 
convictions.    Some  have  already  commenced  attending  church, 
and  sending  their  children  to  Sunday-school,  and  we  trust  greater 
blessings  are  in  store  for  them  than  have  yet  been  made  mani' 
fest." 

THE  MEETINGS  AT  THE  ROOMS. 

The  meetings  at  the  rooms  have  heen  unusually  interesting. 
The  lady  associate  members  have  been  of  great  advantage  to  these 
meetings,  and  they  themselves  have  been  the  recipients  of  much 
good,  calculated  to  increase  their  usefulness  in  whatever  other 
sphere  of  religious  life  they  may  engage. 

JPlantsviUe.— This  Association  has  recently  been  experiencing 
more  than  usual  encouragement  in  its  work.  There  are  156  mem- 
bers—72  active,  85  associate,  and  49  auxiliary.  The  amount  ex- 
pended last  year  was  $900.  There  are  850  volumes  in  the  library, 
and  the  visitors  at  the  rooms  are  from  12  to  15  daily.  There  is  * 
weekly  meeting  every  Monday  evening,  three  district  meetings  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  the  regular  monthly  meeting  is  on  the  first 
Monday.  The  officers  of  the  Association  are :  A.  R.  Blatchlbt, 
President ;  Levi  Andrews  and  J.  B.  Clark,  Vice-Presidents ; 
C.  W.  Blatchley,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  W.  C.  Atwatkr, 
Treasurer.  The  Directors  are :  E.  VV.  Twichell,  R.  W.  Cowlbs, 
M.  D.  Fowler,  R.  W.  Beiii88,  S.  V.  Waterman,  U  C.  Huix. 
Leaders  of  District  parties :  Hbhby  M.  Bbschbjb,'  Jambs  F. 
Brewer,  Chas.  W.  Blatchley. 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago.— The  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Chicago 
have  put  up  boxes  or  racks  in  the  waiting-rooms  of  the  depots  in 
the  city,  which  they  have  filled  with  religious  illustrated  papen, 
books,  and  tracts.  -  In  the  last  two  months  and  a  half  they  have 
distributed  188,000  pages  of  little  books,  and  44,000  pages  of 
papers.  One  dollar  will  distribute  4,800  pages  of  Gospel  truth  ia 
tract  form.  Any  one  wishing  to  encourage  this  enterprise  may 
send  their  contributions  marked  "  Depot  Work,  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  Nos.  95  and  97  Wist  Randolph  street, 
Chicago." 
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INDIANA. 

Aurora* — The  semi-annual  election  of  officers  of  this  Associa- 
tion took  place  on"  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  July  8d,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result :  President,  C.C.  Stevens ;  1st  Vice-President,  E. 
H.  Davis  j  2d  Vice-President,  H.  Fisher ;  Recording  Secretary,  Jo- 
seph Little ;  Assistant  Recording  Secretary,  Miss  A.  Suiter ;  Treas- 
urer, J.  N.  Milburn ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  A.  W.  Freeman ; 
Executive  Committee,  Robert  Little,  Dr.  R.  C.  Bond,  Dr.  A.  B. 
Harryman,  James  Stratton,  W.  E.  Beaty  ;  Auditing  Committee, 
P.  Wheeler,  Seth  Stedman  ;  Superintendent  Mission  School,  H. 
Fisher;  Assistant  Superintendent,  D.  B.  Beaty  ;  Secretary,  W. 
Denton ;  Librarian,  James  Stratton.  During  the  year,  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Association  were  able  to  donate  about  $600  to 
the  Chicago  sufferers,  and  about'  $60  more  to  the  sufferers  by  fire 
in  Wisconsin.  About  400  persons  were  invited  to  religious  ser- 
vices, and  800  children  to  the  Sunday-school.  The  number  of 
tracts  and  papers  distributed  in  Mission  School  was  26,000.  The 
school  has  been  successfully  conducted,  and  a  very  marked  im- 
provement is  perceptible  in  the  behavior  and  intelligence  of  the 
scholars.    Sundry  charities  have  been  dispensed  to  the  needy. 


LOUISIANA, 

yew-Orleans.— The  following  remarkable  coincidence1  illus- 
trates the  fact  that,  in  caring  for  the  "  strangers  within  our  gates," 
the  Associations  are  doing  a  grand  work.    A  few  days  since,  our 

Secretary  received  from  Major >  of  Fort  Q ,  a  letter  making 

Inquiries  for  a  brother,  from  whom  he  had  last  heard  as  being  in 
this  city.  He  feared  he  was  partially  deranged,  and  very  necessi- 
tous, and  asked  that,  if  possible,  our  Association  would  find  the 
lost  one,  and  if  it  was  as  the  anxious  brother  supposed,  funds 
would  be  sent  at  once  for  his  relief.  Strange  to  relate,  the  very 
person  for  whose  fate  the  brother  was  thus  anxious  was  sitting 
near  the  Secretary  while  he  was  reading  the  letter,  and,  in  fact,  as 
a  volunteer  messenger,  had  himself  brought  from  the  post-office, 
that  morning,  the  mail  matter  in  which  this  letter  was  found. 
The  lost  one  thus  singularly  found  was  at  once  provided  for, 
having  been  in  a  very  needy  condition,  but  apparently  sane. 

MARYLAND. 
Baltimore. — The  Baltimore  Association  have  raised  the  de- 
sired $150,000,  and  the  trustees  have  been  authorized  to  Uegin  the 
erection  of  the  new  hall.  The  remaining  $50,000  is  expected  to 
be  raised  as  the  building  progresses.  Good  Nem*  says :  ■'  All  de- 
partments of  the  Association  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  There 
are  seventeen  weekly  meetings.  A  good  interest  is  manifested  in 
the  open  air  services." 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Salem.— Hi.  Charles  D.  Shepherd,  writing  from  Maiden, 
says  :  "  I  come  from  a  place  where  there  is  a  good  Association, 
which  is  accomplishing  an  excellent  work,  in  various  departments, 
especially  among  the  boys.  On  Monday  evening  of  each  week  a 
meeting  is  held  at  the  rooms,  which  are  pleasant  and  attractive, 
where  are  gathered  sometimes  sixty  boys,  and  the  roll,  I  think, 
numbers  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  time  is  spent  in 
Scripture-reading,  singing,  praver,  remarks,  and  some  good  story. 
A  noon  prayer-meeting  has  been  sustained  for  many  months,  and 
others  three  evenings  in  the  week,  and  out-door  preaching  on 
the  Sabbath.  I  come  from  a  place  where  there  is  a  hearty  inter- 
est in  Association  work  to  a  place  where  there  has  been  an  Asso- 
ciation, bat  which  is  dead.  I  cannot  do  without  the  Association 
'  Monthly  under  any  circumstances.  I  hope  to  see  the  Associa- 
tion revived  here,  as  one  is  much  noeded." 

MICIIIQAN. 

Grand  Sapida.—lhe  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
Association  was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  June  80th,  in  the  Park- 
plaoe  Congregational  church,  which  was  filled  to  its  utmost  ca- 
pacity. The  following  brief  report  is  from  the  Grand  Rapids 
Eagle.;  "Rev.  H.  M.  Spencer,  of  the  Division-street  M.  E, 
church,  offered  prayer.  H.  J.  Hollister,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Association,  then  reviewed  the  work  of  the  past  year,  and  spoke 
of  what  should  and  will  be  done  in  the  future.  He  felt  that  much 
had  been  accomplished ;  that  the  labors  of  the  present  are  con- 
siderable, yet  that  the  future  has  so  much  in  store  that  the 
meeting  could  hardly  be  considered  a  glorification,  but  rather  an 


earnest  preparation  for  the  duties  of  the  future.  The  Association 
is  now  more  prosperous  than  ever  before.  Old  members  work 
with  a  will ;  new  members  take  hold  vigorously,  and  not  a  few 
join  at  each,  meeting.  Ten  applicants  became  members  that 
evening.  The  Treasury  needs  replenishing,  though  the  expenses 
are  not  large.  A  collection  of  $100  or  more  was  taken  up,  to 
aid  in  the  work.  Mr.  John  Horner,  in  a  very  interesting  ad- 
dress, told  what  he  saw,  heard,  and  learned  at  Lowell,  Mass..  at 
the  General  Convention.  Brief  addresses  were  delivered  by  James 
Lows,  Esq.,  R.  B.  Looms,  Esq.,  H«n.  B.  A.  Harlan,  Hon.  Wm. 
A.  Howard,  and  Rev.  J.  Morgan  Smith."  Fsom  Mr..  Crosby  we 
learn  that  street-preaching  is  being  pushed,  services  being  held 
in  the  open  air  every  Sabbath  afternoon.  There  is  a  jail  service 
at  9,  Sabbath  mornings,  'and  preaching  'on  the  Lake  Shore, 
at  half  past  three  p.m.,  a  few  miles  from  town,  and  that  the  As- 
sociation is  devising  means  to  interest  more  of  the  Christian 
men  in  that  community,  and  if  sufficient  funds  are  furnished,  a 
work  worthy  of  the  Master  will  bo  done  during  this  year. 

JfEW-YOSK. 

The  Netc-York  State  Convention. 

As  was  announced  in  the  Monthly  for  July,  the  annual  Con- 
vention of  the  Associations  in  the  State  of  New- York  will  be 
held  at  Lookport,  August  37th,  28th,  and  20th.  The  season  at 
which  this  meeting  is  called,  the  locality  where  it  is  to  meet,  the 
whole-souled  brethren  who  are  anxious  to  welcome  delegates,  and 
the  noble  object  in  view,  all  contribute-to  give  promise  of  a  moet 
interesting  season.  The  following  circular,  issued  by  the  Lock- 
port  Association,  will  inform  those  who  intend  to  visit  the  Con- 
vention : 

"LbcKPOHT,  July  12th,  1872. 

"  Dear  Brethren:  In  behalf  of  the  Christian  Association  of 
this  city,  we  address  you  in  relation  to  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  which  occurs  in  this  city  during  the  last  week  of  August 
next. 

"  We  are  anticipating  a  very  interesting  and  profitable  meeting, 
and  are  looking  forward  to  it  with  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

"  We  want  the  Associations  of  the  State  to  remember  that  we 
shall  be  abundantly  prepared  to  care  for  all  who  may  favor  us 
with  a  visit  on  that  occasion ;  but  request  an  early  notice  of  the 
number  of  delegates  you  intend  to  send— such  notice  we  should 
have  as  soon  as  the  10th  of  August. 

"  As  we  are  located  on  the  New-York  Central  Railroad,  and  but 
a  few  miles  from  Niagara  Falls,  the  occasion  will  be  a  good  one 
for  our  friends  to  visit  the  Falls,  and  at  the  same  time  attend  the 
Convention. 

"  A  committee  to  receive  strangers  will  be  at  the  depot  to  direct 
them  to  headquarters,  the  rooms  of  our  Association,  in  the  Hodge 
Opera  House,  where  all  will  be  provided  with  entertainment. 

"  It  is  requested  that  your  Association  will  devote  one  or  more  ' 
meetings,  previous  to  the  departure  of  your  delegation  for  attend- 
ance upon  the  Convention,  to  prayer  for  the  success  of  our  work, 
and  that  our  annual  gathering  may  be  productive  of  great  good 
to  us,  and  the  cause  of  vital  religion  universally.  Yours  in 
Christian  love,  ,  B.  Van  Horn,  Cor.  Sec'y." 

Albany. — It  is  one  of  the  hopeful  signs  of  the  times  that  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  looked  upon  as  the  great 
agency  to  accomplish  what  other  organizations  are  not  required  to 
touch.  The  Albany  Journal  has  an  article  calling  upon  the  Associa- 
tion of  that  city  to  set  about  the  work  of  establishing  "  free  bathing- 
houses."  It  says:  "If  the  Young  Men's  Association  of  this  city 
desire  to  do  something  for  which  the  entire  community  will  rise 
up  and  call  them  blessed,  let  them  forthwith  build  two  or  more 
bathing-houses,  to  be  free  to  all  comers.  Cleanliness  is  not  god- 
liness, as  everybody  knows,  but  it  u  '  next  to  H,'  and  if  the  Asso- 
ciation can  succeed  in  inducing  the  great  army  of  the  unwashed 
to  wash  and  be  clean,  they  will  be  rewarded  by  finding  that  the 
bathers  emerge  from  the  wafer  in  that  physical  state  which  is 
most  favorable  to  the  right  reception  of  vital  truths  into  the 
moral  system.  How  shall  you  secure  members  by  the  thou- 
sands 1  The  answer  appears  to  us  to  be  simple — provide  this  en- 
tire community  with  the  wherewithal  to  be  clean,  the  where- 
withal to  bathe  in  comfort  and  perfect  safety.  Having  done 'that, 
you  secure  cleanliness ;  after  cleanliness,  it  is  but.a  step  to  godli- 
ness, and  when  his  fellow-man  1b  in  a  state  of  godliness,  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Gladding  finds  no  difficulty  in  making  him  a  member  of 
^he  Association,  and  keeping  his  ticket  promptly  renewed  Wo 
understand  that  two  first-class  bathing-houses  can  be  constructed 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $5000.    The  project  has  already 
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beea  somewhat  discussed  among  some  of  oar  leading  citizens, 
and  meets  with  favor.  Let  the  Christian  Association,  which  in- 
cludes in  its  membership  so  many  earnest,  et  jrgetic  young  men, 
take  bold  of  this  matter,  and  they  will  find  the  public  wUl  back 
them  with  the  necessary  sympathy  and  greenbacks." 

Greenpotnt. — The  Association  at  Grennpolnt  occupied  their 
reading-room,  on  Orchard-street,  for  the  first  time  on  the  1st  inst. 

Poughheepsie. — As  was  announced  in  the  last  Monthly,  the 
rooms  of  this  Association  were  formally  dedicated  on  the  evening 
of  Jury  2d.  The  exercises  took  place  m  the  large  audience  and 
gymnasium  hall.  Hot.  Messrs.  Van  Gibbet,  Beechbb,  Whsel- 
bh,  Colin,  Martin  of  Brooklyn,  and  Stebbins  of  New-Jersey, 
«ach  taking  a  part.  From  the  financial  report  read  by  Mr. 
Heath,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  it  appears  that 
the  entire  cost  of  the  building,  so  far,  amounts  to  $45,760.30 ;  that 
toward'  this  there  are  subscriptions  amounting  to  $38,512 ;  and 
that  the  sum  of  $30Q0  will  be  received  annually  from  rents, 
G  reat  care  has  been  taken  in  planning  the  alterations  so  as  to  meet 
the  daily  wants  of  the  Association,  and  of  those  whom  it  aims  to 
benefit.  The  rooms  in  the  second  story  will  always  stand  open 
freely  for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  it  is  hoped  that  ladles  as  well 
as  gentlemen  will  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  read- 
ing-room, library,  and  parlors.  The  building,  formerly  well 
known  as  Pine  Hall,  1s  about  110  feet  front  on  Washington-street, 
and  45  feat  on  Main -street,  widening  to  57  feet  across  the  north 
end.  It  has  been  thoroughly  remodelled,  both  outside  and  in,  to 
fit  it  for  its  new  use,  and  is  now  one  of  the  finest  and  most  attrac- 
tive structures  in  the  city.  The  entrance  to  the  second  story, 
where  are  located  the  Association  rooms,  is  in  tbe  centre  of  the 
Washington-street  front,  by  a  broad  and  well-lighted  stairway, 
rendered  easy  of  ascent  by  a  landing  part  of  the  way  up,  which 
leads  to  the  main  hall,  at  the  entrance  of  the  reception-room,  to 
which  the  visitor  first  passes  by  a  spacious  double  door-way. 
From  the  hall  84X688  is  also  had  to  the  rooms  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  and  a  fine  suite  of  offices  in  the  south  end  of  the  building, 
while  another  wide  and  easy  stairway  leads  to  the  third  story. 
The  library  occupies  the  middle  portion  of  the  Washington-street 
front,  over  tbe  entrance.  The  reading-room  is  in  the  northwest 
corner,  well  lighted  and  furnished  with  reading-desks.  It  is  the 
largest  room  on  this  floor,  being  88  feet  long  by  25  wide.  All 
the  leading  newspapers  and  magazines  will  be  kept  on  file  here, 
and  it  will  be  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable  place  of  resort.  The 
two  parlors,  one  18  by  25  feet,  the  other  14  by  18,  are  hung  with 
pictures,  and  it  is  intended  to  carpet  them  and  furnish  them  hand- 
somely. The  reception-room  is  82  feet  long  by  14  wide,  and 
is  one  of  the  handsomest  looms  in  the  building.  From  this  room 
there  are  doors  leading  into  the  library,  reading-room,  large  par- 
*  lor,  small  parlor,  wash-room,  and  one  into  a  coat-closet.  A  stair- 
way also  leads  to  the  gymnasium  above,  so  that  all  the  rooms  of 
the  Association  are  accessible  directly  from  this  one.  Passing  up 
the  private  stairs  from  the  reception-room,  we  come  to  the  large 
gymnasium,  a  little  over  fifty  feet  square,  and  furnished  with  all 
the  most  approved  apparatus  for  gymnastic  use.  In  front  is  a 
lecture-hall  about  45  feet  square,  with  anterooms,  capable  of  hold- 
ing 400  persons,  which  is  reached  by  the  main  stairway.  In  ease 
of  large  gatherings,  however,  either  of  these  large  rooms  in  the 
third  story  can  be  reached  or  emptied  by  both  stairways,  thus  ef- 
fectually removing  all  danger  in  case  of  sudden  alarm.  The  ded- 
ication was  a  very  happy  affair.  The  number  of  members  and 
friends  present  was  large.  The  ladies  who  provided  refreshments 
labored  assiduously  to  make  every  guest  comfortable,  and  the 
Poughkeepsie  Neat  said  that  "  everybody  seemed  to  richly  en- 
joy the  entertainment." 

Utica.— At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Association  at 
Utica,  after  all  the  committees  had  reported,  Mr.  Johk  H.  Fran- 
cis read  an  essay  on  "  The  Development  of  the  Mind."  De  Bona's 
orchestra  discoursed  music,  a  charm  for  which  the  Association 
was  indebted  to  Mr.  T.  B.  Procter.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Devotional  Meetings,  seven  prayer-meetings 
were  held  daring  the  preceding  month. 

WiUianuibnrgh.— There  to  no  lack  of  variety  in  Association 
work.  The  Williamsburgh  brethren  determined,  if  they  can,  to 
make  a  flank  movement  upon  the  liquor  dealers,  have  appealed  to 
"  the  humane  citizens,"  through  their  energetic  president,  Henry 
H.  Hall,  as  follows :  "  The  Eastern  District  of  Brooklyn  1b  unpro- 
vided with  public  drinking-fonntains,  and  weary  and  heated 
teamsters  and  pedestrians  suffer  for  the  want  of  them.  To  sup- 
ply this  want,  the  managers  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 


ciation have  had  under  advisement  the  locating  of  vessels  filled 
with  cool  water  at  three  or  four  prominent  points  in  the  District. 
They  would  like  also  to  place  at  the  same  points,  tanks  of  water, 
with  sponges,  for  the  relief  of  horses.  The  Board  of  Managers  do 
not  feel  authorized  to  use  the  funds  of  the  Association  for  this 
purpose,  but  as  Individuals  they  will  contribute  to  the  fund,  and 
as  a  Board  be  responsible  for  the  performance  of  the  work.  Con- 
tributions in  support  of  this  work  may  be  left  at  the  rooms,  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Fourth-street."  The  Association  is  now  hold- 
ing religious  services  in  the  various  political  headquarters  in  the 
several  wards  of  the  District,  on  Sabbath  afternoons. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Gettysburg.— During  commencement  week  at  the  Pennsyl. 
vania  College  and  Theo'egical  Seminary  at  Gettysburg,  Rev.  S.  B- 
Barhttz,  of  Wheeling,  Va.,  preached  the  sermon  before  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  from  the  text,  Luke  10 :  81,  "  And  by 
chance  there  came  down  a  certain  priest  that  way."  The  theme 
was,  the  improvement  of  one's  chances  in  life.  This  was  develop- 
ed, in  connection  with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  as 
a  wide  and  chanceful  field  of  labor. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence. — The  Providence  brethren  struck  a  happy  vein 
when  they  gathered  in  four  hundred  poor  children  to  Music  Hall 
on  Tuesday  evening,  June  25th,  to  a  midsummer  banquet.  Some 
of  the  little  ones  had  tickets,  and  some  had  not,  bat  they  all  got 
in.  Mr.  Anderson,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  asked  a  bless- 
ing, after  which  the  scene  baffled  description.  The  Providence 
Journal  says : ''  The  committee  of  ladles  now  had  their  hands  fall 
in  supplying  the  wants  of  the  little  fellows,  and  bread  and  butter, 
strawberries,  cake  of  all  kinds,  and  ice-cream,  in  their  order,  dis- 
appeared fast  down  the  little  throats,  to  the  music  of  the  harp,  the 
fiddles,  and  the  big  organ.  The  little  guests  enjoyed  it,  though  it 
wag  evident  they  weren't  quite  happy  under  the  necessity  of  behav- 
ing themselves  every  minute.  There  was  a  tendency  to  hector 
each  other,  to  pull  hair,  grab  from  each  other's  plate,  etc.,  which 
couldn't  quite  be  controlled  at  all  times ;  still,  as  a  whole,  they  con- 
ducted themselves  with  more  decorum  than  older  ones  sometimes) 
do,  and  all  agreed,  with  happiness  and  rougery  shining  in  their 
eyes,  that  it  was  good  to  be  there.  When  they  were  full,  their 
love  for  beauty  was  catered  to  by  the  distribution  in  small  lots  of 
the  flowers  comprising  the  bouquets  (a  good  idea),  which  pleased 
them  much,  and  there  was  a  general  cry  for  more."  Address- 
es were  made  to  the  juvenile  banqueters  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Chase,  President  of  the  Associa- 
tion, and  a  gentleman  from  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  children  yelled 
out  their  enthusiasm,  and  will  never  forget  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association.  A  few  years  will  perhaps  make  them  all 
members." 


TEXAS. 

Dallas. — The  proper  steps  are  being  taken  to  organize  an 

Association  in  Dallas,  and  the  readers  of  the  MONTHLY  may  ex- 
pect soon  to  hear  of  what  has  been  done. 


VERMONT. 

Burlington.— An  interesting  meeting  of  the  Association  was 
held  on  Sunday  evening,  June  23d,  to  hear  addresses  from  the 
delegates  returned  from  the  Lowell  Convention.  Mr.  Davis, 
President  of  the  Association,  stated  that  the  members  desired  to 
eofiperate  with  other  citizens  hi  an  effort  forthe  suppression  of  the 
liquor  traffic  The  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Methodist 
church,  was  a  crowded  one. 

ENGLAND. 

london.— Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler,  In  a  letter  from  London  to  the 
Obtereer,  alludes  to  his  visit  to  the  Association  in  that  city.  He 
says :  "  After  seeing  royalty,  I  came  back  to  a  royal  anniversary 
prayer-meeting,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  Association,  in  Aldersgate-streeu 
This  noon  prayer-meeting— a  copy  of  Fulton-street — has  been 
kept  up  for  five  years.  It  was  crowded  today.  Oar  ever  widev 
awake  brother,  D.  L.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Douglass  Russell  spoke.  With  two  such  men,  no  meeting  could 
be  dull.  The  service  lasted  two  hours,  and  the  spirit  was  admir- 
able. The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  William  E.  Shipton,  is  doing  a  grand  work  in  London, 
But  they  need  an  edifice  like  oars  in  New-York,  and  a  more  asV> 
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tractive  reading-room.  Land  1b  very  costly  here  In  London's 
heart.  Last  week,  old  "  Pouhney  Chapel"  (Dr.  Parker's),  In 
Cbeapside,  was  sold  for  $350,000,  and  the  building  will  be  re- 
moved for  business  structures." 

SCOTLAND. 
Edinburgh. — From  the  seventeenth  annual  report  of  this 
Association,  it  appears  that,  owing  to  the  change  of  headquarters, 
there  was  for  some  time  a  stagnation  as  far  as  applications  for  ad- 
mission to  memberships  were  concerned ;  the  Conference  of  Asso- 
ciations in  London,  last  September,  had  given  an  impetus  to  the 
work ;  cooperation  with  church  associations  had  resulted  In  much 
gord  feeling;  three  Bible-classes  are  sustained  during  the 
week,  the  attendance  at  two  of  them  being  390 ;  die  third  one,  be- 
ing intended  principally  for  medical  students,  is  not  so  largely  at- 
tended ;  the  Fellowship  meeting,  conducted  by  the  Secretary, 
has  been  well  attended,  and  the  portion  of  Scripture  studied  was 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  special  attention  being  paid  to  the  mis- 
sionary travels  of  Paul ;  the  New-Year's  day  meeting  held  at  noon, 
in  itself  becoming,  tends  very  materially  to  Interest  the  young  men 
in  the  proper  observance  of  the  season ;  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  library,  and  special  efforts  made  to  extend  and  improve  the 
reference  library;  the  literary  section  lias  been  vigorous  and  useful ; 
the  Secretary  conducts  a  class  on  Thursday  evenings  in  the  winter 
for  the  study  of  the  Christian  Evidences,  the  course  embracing 
Experimental,  Internal,  and  Historical  evidences  of  the  truth  of 
Christianity  ;  on  Wednesday  evenings  there  is  another  class  for 
Arithmetic  and  Mathematics,  and  on  Monday  evenings  one  for 
shorthand  writing.  The  report  closes  with  an  urgent  appeal  for 
more  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the  Association,  set- 
ting forth  that  it  cannot  be  self-supporting,  not  only  from  its  mis- 
sionary character,  but  also  from  the  low  fee  which  can  be  charged 
for  the  use  of  the  library  and  reading-room  to  render  them  avail- 
able to  those  for  whom  they  are  intended.  The  receipts  from  all 
sources  for  the  year  were,  £203,  and  the  expenditure  about  the 
same. 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Hamilton,  Ont. — At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Ham 
iltou  Association,  a  report  was  made  relative  to  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Camp-meeting  at  Niagara,  which  is  copied 
from  the  columns  of  the  Spectator.  This  is  done  to  unfold  how 
work  of  this  description  may  be  carried  on  successfully  during  the 
summer. 

The  united  Associations  of  Toronto,  St.  Catharines,  and  Hamil- 
ton supplied  delegates,  who  were  in  constant  attendance  at  the 
Association  tent,  and  donations  in  money  and  stationery  were 
supplied  by  the  citizens  of  these  towns  in  aid  of  the  work. 

The  report  is  as  follows :  "  One  of  the  most  important  branches 
of  direct  missionary  work  among  young  men  in  which  we  have 
engaged  is  that  part  so  successfully  concluded  at  Niagara,  where 
Association  tents  were  established  on  the  camping  ground  during 
the  annual  season  of  drill.  The  brethren  of  the  Toronto  Associa- 
tion were  last  year  pioneers  in  this  movement,  and  at  the  last 
Annual  Convention,  it  was  decided  that  the  Ontario  Executive 
should  expend  a  portion  of  the  funds  raised  on  that  occasion  for 
carrying  on  the  work  this  season  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  and 
that  the  Associations  of  Toronto,  St.  Catharines,  and  Hamilton 
should  employ  the  workers.  An  appeal  was  made  to  our  citizens 
for  the  funds  needed  for  preliminary  expenses,  and  a  ready  response 
was  given,  by  donations  of  money,  stationery  and  reading  matter, 
for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  duly  tendered.  The 
military  authorities  heartily,  approved  of  the  scheme,  and  set 
apart  one  of  the  most  eligible  sites  on  the  field  for  Association 
purposes.  Two  tents,  procured  in  Toronto,  were  pitched  in  a 
commanding  position  adjoining  each  other,  one  for  officers,  the 
other  for  the  men,  but  so  arranged  as  to  be  thrown  into  one  when 
occasion  required.  Tables  were  here  furnished  with  good  reading 
matter,  and  writing  materials  were  gratuitously  supplied  to  cor- 
respondents. And  to  such  an  extent  did  the  men  avail  themselves 
of  these  privileges,  that  the  daily  average  attendance  at  the  tent, 
was  from  800  to  1000  persons.  Twenty-four  reams  of  writing  pa- 
per Were  used,  and  postage-stamps  to  the  value  of  $100  were  sold 
to  the  men.  Twenty-five  meetings  were  held  in  the  tent,  and  in 
the  open  air  at  more  distant  portions  of  the  campground,  at 
which  the  audiences  averaged  over  400  persons.  Thirty-one 
members  from  the  Associations  of  Toronto,  St.  Catharines,  and 
Hamilton  took  part  in  conducting  these,  in  which  readings,  ad- 
dresses and  exhortations,  with  praise  and  prayer,  varied  the  exer- 
cises— the  whole  being  under  the  direct  charge  of  the  general 
secretaries  of  the  Toronto  and  Hamilton  Associations  (Messrs. 
Wilkio  ft  Sinclair),  who  were  in  constant  attendance,  and  who 


were  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  to  promote  the  moral  and 
spiritual  interests  of  our  brave  soldiers.  The  battalion  bands 
greatly  aided  the  tent-meetings,  by  joining  with  their  instruments 
in  the  services  of  song,  at  which  hymns  were  used  specially  se- 
lected and  printed  for  the  occasion,  8000  hymn-books  having 
been  distributed  on  the  camp-ground,  together  with  no  less  than 
12,000  tracts.  A  portion  of  the  tent  was  also  furnished  with  gym- 
nastic apparatus.  The, verbal  reports  of  delegates  given  at  our 
last  weekly  meeting  were  of  a  deeply  interesting  and  cheering 
nature ;  and,  as  during  the  week  before  the  assembling  of  camp, 
a  special  prayer-meeting  was  held  each  evening  to  ask  God's  bless- 
ing on  the  work,  we  cannot  doubt  that  our  prayers  have  been  in 
some  measure  answered,  and  that  these  labors  begun,  carried  on, 
and  ended  with  eye  single  to  His  glory,  will  be  owned  of  Him 
in  the  salvation  of  some.  Many  expressions  of  gratitude  were 
heard  from  the  lips  of  those  who  had  been  benefited  by  these  ser- 
vices, and  though,  to  our  short-sighted  visions,  direct  results  may 
not  be  immediately  apparent,  yet  we  rely  on  the  gracious  promise 
that  the  good  seed  thus  scattered  on  the  waters  in  faith  shall  be 
found  after  many  days.  Favorable  impressions  must  have  been 
made  on  the  minds  of  many  with  regard  to  our  Association* 
cause,  such  as  they  never  before  entertained,  and  these  parties 
will  doubtless  carry  with  them  to  their  homes  such  an  influence 
as  will  induce  them  to  aid  the  work  in  their  own  localities  as  op- 
portunity may  occur.  No  Bethel  services  have  been  held  this 
season  at  the  bay.  and  as  a  good  Work  may  yet  be  done  there,  the 
committee  proceeded  to  organize  all  who  were  willing  to  unite 
with  them  in  carrying  it  on,  for  immediate  action." 


INTERNATIONAL    NOTES. 

Honolulu,  Sandwich  Islands.— The  Association  at  Hon- 
olulu, at  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  which  we  have  a  report, 
(May),  after  disposing  of  routine  business,  discussed  "The  intlu. 
ence  of  circumstances  on  character,"  and  the  Sabbath  question 
was  arranged  for  the  June  meeting.  The  rooms  of  the  Honolulu 
Association  are  kept  open  on  the  Sabbath. 

At  the  June  meeting  the  finances  were  reported  upon  favor- 
ably. Mr.  Hall  introduced  the  Sunday  question,  and  spoke  of 
the  importance  of  Sunday  observance,  and  of  the  difficulties  at- 
tending it  in  that  community.  The  Friend  adds  that  "  other 
members  followed,  and  upheld  the  principles  of  the  Jewish  Sab- 
bath, one  day  in  seven  as  av  day  of  rest  and  worship,  the  common 
right  of  all  men,  as  being  unaffected  by  the  decadence  of  the 
Jewish  Sabbath-day ;  and  that  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  insure  one 
quiet,  uninterrupted  day  of  rest,  in  each  seven,  men  may  proper- 
ly claim  the  assistance  of  the  law.  The  willingness  of  the 
steamship  company  whose  line  touches  here  to  treat  the  place  as 
other  way  pons  are  often  treated,  and  to  pay  no  respect  to  our  es- 
tablished customs  and  regulations,  was  commented  upon." 


WOMEN'S    CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Lynn,  Mass. — A  correspondent  in  Lynn  writes  in  reference 
to  the  Women's  Christian  Association  work  in  that  place,  as  fol- 
lows: "I  would  gladly  write  of  great  progress  and  success  in  the 
work  of  saving  souls,  and,  indeed,  of  much  effort  in  that  direction ; 
but  consisting  as  we  do  of  all  denominations,  both  evangelical  and 
unevangelical,  we  find  that  concert  of  action  is  quite  impossible. 
But  some  of  us  who  feel  that  true  'Christian  work'  must  ever 
have  for  its  aim  the  real  spiritual  good  of  its  object,  as  well  as  its 
moral  and  physical  elevation,  are  oertain  that  tits'  end  at  which 
we  aim  is  not  accomplished  unless  we  see  that  souls  are  led  to 
Christ;  and  those  who  feel  this  most  deeply  are  our  best  work- 
ers in  our  evangelical  churches  in  this  city,  and  already  have 
their  hearts  and  hands  full  of  work  for  the  Master.  During 
the  past  year  or  two,  however,  scores  of  young  women — strangers 
ha  our  city— operatives  In  our  shoe  manufactories,  who  have  be- 
come visitors  at  jut  Heading-room,  have  been  invited  to  the  pray- 
er-meetings ■  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  by  the 
Superintendent,  and  several  have  given  good  evidence  of  conver 
sion.  Much  work  Is  needed ;  larger  and  deeper  interest,  by  Chris- 
tian women  here,  for  the  sake  of  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare 
of  our  young  women.  For  three  months  a  young  ladies'  prayer- 
meeting  has  been  sustained  with  a  good  degree  of  interest.  It  is 
now  suspended  for  the  summer." 

St.  Paul,  Minn.— The  St.  Paul  Preu  of  the  16th  July 
stated  that  an  interesting  meeting  of  some  of  the  benevolent  la- 
dies of  that  city  was  held  at  the  study  of  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  of  the 
Central  Presbyterian  church,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
expediency  of  forming  a  Woman's  Christian  Association.  After  a 
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fall  disoassion  of  the  matter,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that 
such  an  organisation  was  imperatively  needed,  and  it  was  voted 
that  the  pastors  of  the-city  churches  be  requested  to  appoint  com- 
mittees  to  convene  at  the  Central  Presbyterian  church  on  the  23d 
inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an.  organization.  As  far  as  the 
project  has  been  broached  among  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the 
city,  it  has  received  the  most  hearty  sympathy  of  all,  and  prom- 
ises to  beeome  one  of  the  most  effective  agencies  of  good  m  the 
city. 

Wanted^-VTe  have  been  solicited  for  a  list  of  the  Women's 
Christian  Associations-r-aeaociations  which  have  women  asjociates 
members,  and  female  auxiliaries  to  Young  Hen's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations. If  onr  readers  will  aid  us  in  this  matter,  a  full  and  ao- 
cwrate  list  may  be  obtained.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that 
sometimes  the  women's  associations  have  titles  varying  from 
each  other,  although  their  work  is  pretty  much  the  same.  Help 
ne  to  obtain  this  list.         -_^____— 

LITERARY. 

The  Federal  government;  it*  Officer*  and  their  Dutia,  by 
Ransom  H.  Ghxet,  and  published  by  Woolworth,  Aihsworth 
&  Co.,  New-York,  is  one  of  the  most  useful  books  on  the  subject 
of  its  title  which  young  men  and  others,  desirous  of  Informing 
themselves  upon  the  details  of  our  Governmental  routine,  can  use. 
To  secure  the  same  amount  of  information  by  special  reference 
would  involve  most  persons  in  an  amount  of  research  that  would 
defy,  or  at  least  baffle,  many  students.  This  is  a  useful  book  in 
the  library,  in  the  court-room,  in  the  reading  room,  in  the  sanc- 
tum. It  is  no  ventare  to  say  that  it  Is  one  which  -would  settle 
many  points  that  are  controverted,  frequently  through  ignorance, 
and  on  which  it  is  important  that  all  American  citizens  should  be 
intelligent. 

Thought*  on  Paper  Currency  and  Lending  on  Interest,  as  Af- 
fecting the  Prosperity  of  Labor,  Commerce,  and  Manufactures.  By 
William  Brown.  Under  the  foregoing  title,  the  author  has  suc- 
ceeded in  writing  a  volume  which  should  be  in  the  hands  of  young 
men  generally.  In  Its  pages  many  of  the  false  theories  of  carry- 
ing on  business  are  exploded,  and  counsels  are  commended  which 
no  young  man  having  a  spark  of  principle  in  his  breast  could  think 
of  rejecting.  The  writer  advances  from  one  step  to  another  of 
his  argument  against  false  methods  of  starting  and  maintaining 
business  or  commercial  relations  with  an  inciaiveness  and  perti- 
nence that  renders  his  advice  all  the  more  potent.  Many  of  his 
strongest  points  receive  their  power  from  the  frequent  references  to 
God's  Word  for  proof  and  assent.  We  must  admit  all  the  positions 
taken  to  be  good,  yet  we  do  not  well  see  how  the  theories  so 
closely  stated  and  plainly  demonstrated  can  be,  in  our  present 
very  poorly  moulded  condition  of  society,  carried  into  practice, 
except  it  be  by  the  exercise  of  that  indomitable  moral  pluck 
which  Christianity  alone  infuses  into  the  lives  of  men.  It  is  dif- 
ficult for  old  sinners  to  adopt  that  which  they  are  apt  to  view  only 
as  abttract  theorie*,  a  convenient  name  for  things  we  do  not  like ; 
but  young  men,  full  of  vigor,  freighted  with  Christian  faith  and 
manliness,  may  read  this  book,  and  see  in  it  directions  which 
will  lead  them  into  a  much  safer  pathway  of  commerce  than  that 
which  has  been  and  is  being  trod  by  thousands  of  the  mercantile 
fathers. 

The  Child.— This  Is  the  brief  bat  expressive  title  of  a  neat  lit- 
tle volume  published  by  E.  Stelger,  New-York.  The  book  presents 
to  us  the  child, 'its  nature  and  relations,  in  an  elucidation  of  Free- 
bel's  principles  of  education,  by  Matilda  H.  Kriege.  The  perils 
to  which  children  of  all  classes  are  exposed  by  the  educating 
powers  that  are  ever  in  exercise  are  alluded  to  and  treated  ably 
and  welL  The  author  says  truly :  "  What  misery  is  revealed,  if 
we  look  into  the  hidden  folds  of  society  I  Selfishness  in  its 
coarsest  and  most  refined  forms,  meanness  of  every  kind,  greed  of 
gain  the  barter  of  principles  for  money— these  are  the  vices  work- 
ing secretly  and  claiming  to  be  virtues."  We  are  told  that «•  hu- 
man society  bears  on  Its  crown  the  flowers  of  intelligence,  while 
its  roots  rot  in  the  swamp  of  materialism."  The  design  of  this 
book  is  to  teach  its  readers  the  importance  of  surrounding  the 
child  with  a  purer  influence  from  its  earliest  days,  and  by  a  more 
simple  yet  more  exalted  system  of  moral  education  along  with 
the  intellectual,  saving  thousands  of  missteps,  recognizing  the 
fact  that  "  human  passions,  which  always  lead  astray,  can  only  be 
counterbalanced  by  giving  the  higher  aspirations  of  every  hu- 
man being  opportunity  for  spontaneous  expression,  by  so  de- 
veloping them  that  under  all  circumstances  they  can  make  their 
jnark."    Solf-activity  is  the  first  principle  of  Frcebel's  method, 


which  he  holds  is  calculated,  with  the  utmost  freedom,  to  make 
the  perception  of  things  easier,  and  in  maturer  years  to  be  the 
means  of  leading  the  creative  spirit  and  giving  triumph  to  ge- 
nius. All  educationists — and,  we  take  it,  all  parents  are  included  in 
that  category — should  read  and  study  the-teachingsof  this  book. 
It  costs  only  one  dollar,  and  is  worth  it. 

Dodd  &  MmADpublieh  5tWe  Lore,  of  which  Rev.  /.  CowperGray, 
an  oracle  in  the  art  of  teaching  Sunday-school  teachers,  is  the 
gifted  author.  Whoever  sits  down  to  this  enchanting  little  vol- 
ume will  rise  again  with  his  estimation  of  the  Bible  greatly  en- 
hanced, and  his  mind  richly  stored  with  knowledge  of  transla- 
tions, translators,  comments,  criticisms,  literary  features,  predic- 
tions, notable  places  named,  striking  coincidence*,  etc  .While 
the  faith  of  the  reader  in  the  teachings  of  Divine  inspiration  will 
be  greatly  strengthened  and  fortified,  his  usefulness  to  his  fellow- 
men  in  communicating  Bible  truth  to  them  cannot  fail  to  be 
largely  increased.  The  Schooner  Mary  Ann,  by  the  same  pub- 
lishers, is  a  pleasant  volume  for  juvenile  reading.  It  is  one  of 
the  "  August  Stories,"  by  Jacob  Abbott,  and  abounds  with  in- 
structive descriptions  of  useful  experiments  and  explanations  of 
a  large  variety  of  scientific  technicalities,  which  must  fill  the 
youthful  reader's  mind  with  practical  knowledge  seldom  present- 
ed in  so  attractive  a  style.  There  ii  nothing  silly  in  the  book.  It 
is  pure  and  simple,  a  book  for  young  people.  Whoever  reads  it 
will  certainly  be  informed  as  to  most  of  the  things  to  be  observed 
during  a  passage  of  any  distance  at  sea.  By  the  same  publishers 
is  issued  Bede't  Charity,  a  fascinating  little  book,  worthy  of  com- 
mendation. It  is  a  successful  endeavor  to  show  forth  the  power 
of  "a  simple  faith,"  to  carry  its  unaided  and  lonely  possessor  (a 
female)  cheerfully  and  victoriously  through  all  the  disappoint- 
ments and  sufferings  of  an  ordinary  life,  interspersed  with  heavy 
trials.  Many  happy  descriptions  of  human  nature  are  intro- 
duced as  the  story  progresses.  The  superiority  of  a  simple  but 
pious  walk  and  conversation  stands  out  in  bold  contrast  with 
characteristics  which  are  merely  human.  The  incidents  are  tell- 
ing, and  contain  an  unusual  degree  of  vivacity. 


CURRENT   LITERATURE. 

Importance  of  Insplrati on.— We  must  remember  that, 
touching  all  the  higher  issues  of  life,  men  come  to  be  apathetic 
and  asleep.  They  get  hardened  in  sin.  They  become  bound  un- 
der the  power  of  custom,  and  holden  of  passion.  They  get  into 
old  ways  of  thinking  and  feeling,  and  find  no  impulse  to  get  out. 
They  set  their  faces  in  a  given  direction,  and  feel  no  motive  to 
turn  about.  Even  if  to  will  Is  present  with  them  yet,  how  to 
perform  that  which  is  good  they  find  not.  Now,  what  they  need 
is  not  so  much  a  feet  as  an  inspiration.  Or,  rather,  it  is  fact  in- 
spired— truth  that  palpitates  with  all  strong  emotion  and  all  In- 
tensity of  life.  In  vain  we  colnly  recite  to  them  the  Creed  and 
Commandments.  In  vain  we  count  off  the  Christian  duties  in  s> 
formal  way,  as  a  devotee  counts  his  beads.  In  vain  we  are  scho- 
lastic and  learned,  and  logical  and  proper.  It  is  like  reading  off  to 
sick  persons  the  labels  in  an  apothecary's  shop.  What  hi  wanted 
is  something  to  start  a  reaction,  and  beget  a  more  healthy  life. 
There  must  be  a  resuscitation  ;  that  is,  since  there  is  shortness 
of  breath,  renewed  inspiration.  Coldness  must  have  warmth, 
apathy  animation,  and  deadness  life ;  and  to  undertake  to  restore 
vitality  with  dry  facts  would  be  like  rubbing  paralyzed  limbs 
with  pieces  of  ice.  The  question  is,  how  to  put  into  men  a  new  af- 
fection ?  how  to  relax  their  hatreds,  and  break  down  their  preju- 
dices, and  make  their  natures  kind  and  gentle  t  But  this  must  be 
done  by  warmth  and  quickening,  just  as  the  sun  relaxes  the 
frozen  earth. — Church  and  Stat*. 

The  Power  of  God  to  Salvation.— Conversion  from 
barbarism  to  Christ  is  conversion  from  barbarism  to  civilization. 
The  Christianity  which  works  this  change  Is  a  spiritual  force — not 
form,  but  power — a  gospel  addressing  Itself  to  the  simplest  relig- 
ious intuitions,  and  changing  the  man  by  changing  his  mind. 
The  dry  formulas  of  theology  cannot  do  this,  for  theology,  be  it 
ever  so  orthodox,  is  not  "  the  power  of  God  to  Salvation,"  as  the 
Gospel  is.  What  has  been  called  Churehianity  cannot  do  it, 
though  doubtless  the  Gospel  enveloped  in  the  forms  of  ecclesiastical 
pretension  may  sometimes  work  effectually,  notwithstanding  the 
envelopment.  Not  vestments,  and  processions,  and  embroidery,  and 
holy  millinery,  and  priestly  manipulations — not  "  the  pomp  that 
charms  the  eye,  and  rites  adorned  with  gold  " — can  change  the 
savage  Into  a  Christian  and  initiate  him  into  Christian  civilization; 
but  that  old  and  all-subduing  story  of  how  God  loved  the  world— 
that  simple  testimony,  worthy  of  all  acceptation :  "  Christ  Jesus 
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came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners." — Ren.  Leonard  Bacon,  D.D., 

on  Missionary  Work  in  Hawaii,  in  the  New-Englander. 

Beware  of  Peril. — We  lire  in  a  commercial  age.  Mone- 
tary transactions  are  numerous,  and  sometimes  very  large.  Near- 
ly every  person  is  liable,  at  some  time,  as  member  of  a  corporation, 
as  executor  of  an  estate,  as  a  collecting  agent,  in  some  way  or 
other  to  have  trust  funds  in  his  possession.  Let  those  who  have  a 
covetous  disposition,  as  Judas  had,  pause  before  they  yield  as  Ju- 
das did.  The  honest  path  is  the  only  path  of  safety.  Trust  funds 
are  not  to  be  perverted — they  are  not  to  be  risked  in  hazardous 
Wall-street  speculations  for  purposes  of  private  gain,  with  the  hope 
—often  a.  vain  hope— of  replacing  them  shortly.  Certainly  the  cov- 
etous man  does  not  intend  to  be  guilty  of  theft.  Ami  yet  how  of- 
ten he  yields  to  sin,  and  then  comes  the  shame  of  exposure  I — Ret. 
J.  I.  BostoeU,  in  the  Methodist. 

Christianity  Calls  Young  Men  to  Useful  Activity. 

— After  God  has  given  young  men  strength  of  muscle  and  of 
mind,  after  society  has  furnished  them  with  the  means  of  mental 
culture  and  social  elevation,  and  after  they  have  been  taught  by 
tbe  Spirit,  and  have  become  disciples  of  Him  who  went  about  do- 
ing good,  they  owe  a  debt  which  idleness  cannot  repay.  Strength 
in  repose  may  furnish  beautiful  models  for  the  artist,  but  strength 
in  action  is  what  the  necessities  of  the  world  demand.  The 
world  cannot  afford  to  keep  strength  like  a  wax  figure  in  a  glass 
case,  as  a  toy  to  be  looked  at,  or  a  specimen  for  aesthetic  study. 
But  mere  action  will  not  satisfy  the  requirements  of  God  or  the 
world.  The  young  man  who  uses  his  strength  for  no  higher  pur- 
pore  than  to  draw  smoke  through  rolls  of  tobacco-leaves,  or  whose 
activity  culminates  in  the  vianly  occupation  of  waxing  his  mus- 
tache, or  tying  his  cravat,  counts  no  more  in  the  progress  of  Chris- 
tianity or  civilization  even,  than  the  wooden  Indian  that  stands  at 
the  door  of  the  cigar-shop.  John  said :  "  I  havo  written  nnto  you, 
young  men,  because  ye  are  strong,  and  the  word  of  God  abiaeth 
in  you,  and  ye  have  overconio  the  wicked  one."  These  young 
men  wero  not  only  strong,  but  their  strength  had  pursued  and 
overtaken  a  purpose,  it  had  overcome  the  wicked  one ;  and  now, 
as  then,  aggressive  work  requires  not  only  strength,  but  useful 
action.  To  the  rich  young  man,  who  inquired  what  he  should  do 
to  inherit  eternal  life,  Jesus  said :  "  Sell  whatsoever  thou  hast, 
and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven ; 
and  come,  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  me."  Here,  toil,  self  denial, 
and  care  for  others  were  enjoined  on  a  model  young  man,  with  a 
positiveuess  which  admitted  of  no  appeal.  Neither  great  posses- 
sions nor  high  moral  character  could  exempt  him  from  the  duty, 
or  even  the  drudgery  of  pergonal  usefulness.  Can  any  young 
man,  with  this  example  before  him,  and  the  world's  harvest-field 
around  him,  suffer  his  strength  to  rust  out  in  the  storehouse  ot 
indolence,  or  wither  away  in  saloons  of  pleasure,  and  say,  "  There 
is  nothing  to  do  ■'? 

'■ '  Nothing  to  dol'  Thou  Christian  nooL 
Wrapping  the*  round  In  thy  eelflsh  stole; 
Off  with  the  garments  of  sloth  and  sin, 
Christ,  thy  Lord,  hath  a  kingdom  to  win." 

—  Verranus  Morse,  M.D.,  in  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly. 

A  Thought  for  Commencement  Day.— Cannot  we  be 
spared  one  little  corner  for  Christianity  t  Of  all  the  thousand 
graduates  and  hundred  alumni  speakers,  is  there  not  one  who  is 
willing  to  stand  forth  and  say  a  word  in  defence  of  Christian  faith 
and  manhood,  things  which  should  lie  at  the  foundation  of 
every  noble  character  ?  We  do  not  ask  these  young  men  and 
women  to  imitate  a  speaker  in  a  prayer-meeting  telling  his  expe- 
rience. We  do  not  wish  what  is  usually  called  "  a  pious  speech  ;" 
but  we  do  wish  an  honest  and  manly  recognition  of  the  services 
of  Christianity  ;  of  the  new  and  noble  typo  of  character  it  lias 
given  to  its  work  ;  of  its  elevating  influences ;  of  its  marvellous 
adaptation  to  the  needs  of  human  nature.  We  wish  to  have  evi- 
dence that  the  rising  generation  are  neither  superstitiously  and 
unthinkingly  to  accept  the  revelation  of  Christianity,  nor  super- 
ficially to  ignore  it,  but  that  they  are  to  welcome,  examine,  and 
test  it,  with  intellect  and  heart,  as  they  do  revelations  in  siienc- 
and  art,  so  that  whether  they  accept  or  reject  it,  they  may  do  it 
with  intelligence  and  earuestntss.  Intelligent  men,  be  it  said  to 
their  shame,  seem  to  consider  and  treat  Christianity  as  if  it  were 
a  bundle  of  dry  dogmas  handed  over  for  safe-keeping  to  a  fossil 
institution  called  a  church.  There  it  is  weekly  exhibited,  talked 
about,  and  adored  by  a  few  people,  who  are  very  much  behind 
the  times,  men  who  are  never  likely  to  get  even  with  them. — 
Church  and  State. 


Tlie  Prospect.— The  kingdom  of  Christ  will  not  only  be 
widef-extended  as  the  earth  itself,  but  it  will  influence  every  object 
of  human  thought  and  action.  This  is  the  essence  of  true  religion, 
which  is  not  satisfied  with  special  frames  of  mind  and  stated 
periods,  though  it  requires  and  values  these,  but  which  seeks  to 
walk  with  God  in  every  place,  and  in  the  performance  of  every 
duty.  The  more  that  religion  pervades  and  penetrates  the  char- 
acter, the  more  does  it  shed  its  influence  over  every  transaction  of 
life,  so  that  whatever  a  man  does,  the  hallowed  power  of  the  love 
of  God  is  felt.  As  the  care  of  God  embraces  every  object  of  nature, 
so  that  not  a  sparrow  can  fall  on  the  ground  without  oar  Father's 
will,  and  the  very  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered,  so  God  de- 
sires to  be  sought  and  acknowledged  In  everything,  great  and 
small.  In  this  kingdom  of  God  on  earth,  all  things  will  be  conse- 
crated to  His  service ;  the  Spirit  of  God  will  influence  the  soul  in 
its  deepest  thoughts  and  feelings,  and  the  praises  of  God  will  be 
seen  and  recognized  in  all  occupations  and  concerns.  Holiness 
unto  the  Lord  will  be  upon  the  bells  of  the  horses.  In  honesty  in 
business,  in  straightforwardness  of  dealing,  in  absolute  truthful- 
ness, in  consideration  for  the  interests  of  others,  in  thankfulness 
to  God  for  His  earthly  benefits,  in  temperate  use  of  His  gifts,  in 
acknowledgment  of  His  mercies,  there  will  be  felt  the  full  influ- 
ence of  a  genuine  religion.  There  are  many  persons  of  this  sanc- 
tified spirit  to  be  met  with,  persons  into  whose  presence  it  is  im- 
possible to  come  without  witnessing  the  winning  influence  of  that 
fear  and  love  of  God  which  fills  their  souls ;  persons  in  whose 
transactions  the  gentle  and  considerate  feelings  of  religion  may 
always  be  seen  ;  persons  who  cannot  come  into  contact  with  others 
in  any  relation,  whether  as  husband  or  wife,  parent  or  child,  mas- 
tor  or  servant,  employer  or  employed,  without  showing,  silently 
and  unostentatiously,  that  they  carry  with  thorn  those  feelings  of 
regard  to  the  interests  of  others  which  the  Lord  taught  when  He 
said,  *'  Do  nnto  others  as  ye  would  that  they  should  do  unto  you ;" 
persons  who  cannot  receive  any  bltssing,  however  small,  without 
having  their  hearts  filled  with  gratitude  to  Him  who  has 
graciously  remembered  them.  Such  all-penetrating  religion  is 
alone  worthy  of  the  name.  In  proportion  as  godliness  pervades 
our  life-work,  may  its  genuineness  be  measured.  The  man  who 
truly  knows  God  and  loves  Him  cannot  forget  him  in  tbe  market, 
or  the  store,  or  in  any  of  the  affairs  of  life,  but  'must  carry  with 
him  the  principles  of  the  faith,  its  uprightness  and  truthfulness, 
and  its  holy  hatred  of  sin,  into  all  departments  of  labor. — Christian 
Work  (London). 

What  Has  Been  Done  ?— All  religions  are  in  the  field, 
and  all  infidelities  also ;  but  Christianity  alone  is  active  and  pow- 
erful. All  the  forces  in  human  society  which  minister  to  the  de- 
velopment of  human  capacity,  in  mind,  and  heart,  and  life,  which 
are  really  promotive  of  human  progress,  are  enlisted  on  behalf  of 
the  religion  of  Him  through  whom  we  have  redemption  in  His 
blood.  The  battle  between  the  seed  of  the  serpent  and  the  seed 
of  the  woman  is  being  waged  on  every  field  on  which  human 
souls  are  gathered,  and  the  final  conflict  is  approaching  when  the 
seed  of  tbe  woman  shall  bruise  the  serpent's  head,  and  the  power 
for  evil  will  be  forever  overcome,  and  Christ,  whose  right  it  is, 
shall  reign  forever  and  ever.  The  Sandwich  Islands,  where,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  there  was  not  a  single  Christian, 
are  now  in  rank  among  Christian  States,  and  their  idols  are  all 
destroyed.  Madagascar,  which,  a  very  short  time  ago,  persecuted 
to  death  the  followers  of  Jesus  under  its  government,  has  now 
accepted  Christianity  as  its  established  religion.  China,  which  is 
still  hostile  to  foreigners,  notwithstanding  its  treaty  binding 
it  to  keep  peace  with  them,  is  sending  its  tens  of  thousands  of 
i  he  disciples  of  Confucius  to  learn,  at  our  very  doors,  the  way  of 
eternal  life  through  Christ  crucified.  Japan  has  its  chosen  sons 
in  our  Christian  colleges,  and  is  manning  its  own  universities 
with  educated  men  of  Christian  science  from  our  own  land — a 
fact  auspicious  of  the  early  lifting  up  of  the  cross  to  the  believing 
gaze  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  most  distant  country  of  the  Kast. 
The  King  of  Siani  has  become  a  nursing  father  to  our  missionary 
laborers  within  the  bounds  of  his  domains,  and  a  contribution  of 
his,  prompted  by  gratitude  to  his  own  Christian  teachers,  is  now 
educating  the  son  of  a  missionary  in  our  own  country,  in  whose 
heart  the  purpose  exists  to  reciprocate  this  generous  benefaction 
of  a  pagan  king,  by  going  in  due  time  to  labor  for  the  conversion 
of  his  pagan  subjects  to  tho  religion  of  Christ.  In  India  the 
changes  aro  marked  and  rapid.  The  system  of  caste  has  been 
broken  in  its  power,  and  human  sacrifices  to  its  idol  deities  have 
been  abolished,  and  the  people  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the 
blefsings  of  a  better  religion  than  that  of  Brahmn.  The  deep 
darkness  is  being  irradiated  by  Gospel  light,  and  Christian  mis- 
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eionaries  are  there  now  the  objects  of  protection,  who  a  very  lit- 
tle while  ago  were  subject  to  persecution.  Syria  has  its  Christian 
churches  an  i  seminaries,  and  we  are  blessed  with  the  brighten- 
ing assurance  that  that  land  in  which  trod  the  feet  of  our  adored 
Redeemer,  but  whHi.has  been  trodden  s">  many  centuries  by  the 
Mohammedan  devote",  will  ere  long  be  reclaimed  to  Cbri9t.  ' 
Turkoy  concedes  to  the  Christian  the  freedom  of  his  religion, , 
and  tolerates,  by  express  law,  the  conversion  of  its  subjects  to ! 
the  faith  of  Jesus.  Tbo  waters  of  the  Euphrates  are  beincr  dried 
up,  and  the  kings  of  the  East  are  c  /tiling  in  to  possess  their  land. 
The  slave  trade  has  ceased  from  all  the  dark  coasts  of  Africa,  and 
Christian  republics  are  rising  upon  its  bosom,  that  its  benighted 
natives  may  be  drawn  within  the  pale  of  Christian  civilization. 
Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Austria,  Mexico,  and  the  South- American 
S.atosare  all  stretching  forth  their  hands  toward  the  light  of 
Bible  truth.  In  all  these,  and  in  other  lands  not  here  mentioned, 
native  missionaries  are  being  raised  np  to  carry  on  with  greater 
efficiency  the  work  begun  by  the  foreign  missionaries  in  their 
midst,  and  mora  rapidly,  more  wonderfully,  moro  surely  will  the 
work  advance  hereafter  than  heretofore. — From  Our  Monthly, 
Philadelphia. 


SELECTIONS. 


Thy  Work,  O  God,  is  Mine. 

To  live  and  work  for  Thee, 

Me  Thou  dost  send 
Amidst  earth's  ruins.    May  I  be, 
Unto  the  end, 
A  living  sacrifice.    My  store 
Is  Thine— not  mine — for  evermore. 

Thy  work,  O  God,  U  mine 

Daily  to  do ; 
My  work,  O  God,  is  Thine 
While  I  pursue 
.     The  path  in  which  my  Saviour  trod 
In  sunshine,  or  beneath  Thy  rod. 

With  Thee  to  guide  aright, 

I  fear  no  foe ; 
Nor  in  the  darkest  night 
Refrain  to  go 
Where'er  Thy  voice  is  heard  to  call. 
For  Thou  encirdest,  rulest  all. 

What  though  my  passions  rage, 

And  nrge  retreat, 
The  warfare  which  I  wage 
Knows  no  defeat ; 
The  conquering  power  is  on  my  side, 
While  I  in  Jesus'  love  abide. 

The  Power  that  Lives.— Be  Christian,  and  your  influence 
will  be  so ;  be  good,  and  yon  will  do  good.    It  is  not  what  men  I 
try  to  play  that  will  influence  the  ages,  but  what  men  actually 
are.    It  is  not  what  a  man  does  or  says  that  tells  most  after  him 
but  it  is  what  a  man  is.    We  forget  the  rash  word ;  we  can  for- 

get  the  incidental  and  hurried  and  sinful  act,  because  we  see  be- 
ind  both  a  character  whose  tone  and  temperament  is  moulded 
and  inspired  by  the  principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus.  It  was 
.not  what  Jesus  said  and  did  that  struck  mankind,  so  much  as 
what  Jesus  was.  "Never  man  spake  like  this  man,"  just  be- 
cause never  man  lived  like  this  man.  The  unconscious  influence 
of  a  Christian  man  is  the  power  that  shapes  society  most  rapidly 
and  tells  most  powerfully,  and  leaves  behind  it  the  most  endur- 
ing, beneficent  impressions. — Dr.  John  Gumming. 

Poiitivity. — A  Christian  is  one  who  is  positive.  A  moral 
man  is  a  vine  that  does  not  bear  fruit.  But  then  it  bears  every- 
thing else— good  leaves,  a  good  strong  stem,  a  healthy  root, 
everything  that  is  good  and  nice  in  it,  except  the  fruit.  A  Chris- 
tian man  is  one  that  develops  graces  into  positivity.  He  acts  out 
of  himself,  and  upon  others.  A  moral  man  is  like  an  empty 
bottle,  well  corked,  bo  that  no  defilement  can  get  into  it — so  that 
it  may  be  kept  pure  within.  Pure  t  And  what  is  the  use  of  a 
bottle  that  is  pure,  if  it  is  empty  and  corked  np  1  A  moral  man, 
I  repeat,  is  a  negative.  He  does  not  swear,  he  does  not  steal,  he 
does  not  murder,  and  he  does  not  get  drunk,  and  his  whole. life  is 
not.    His  language  is,  "  Thou  shalt  not,"  and  "  Thou  shalt  not," 


and  *'  Thou  shalt  not."    He  is  not  all  over,  and  nothing  more  I 
He  is  not  positive. — Rev.  If.  W.  Beecher. 

Eternity. — "  Eternity  has  no  gray  hairs !''  The  flowers  fade, 
the  heart  withers,  man  grows  old  and  dies ;  the  world  lies  down 
in  the  sepulchre  of  ages,  but  time  writes  no  wrnklee  on  the 
brow  of  eternity.  E'-ernity  !  Stupendous  thought  1  The  ever- 
present,  unborn,  undecaying,  and  undying — the  endless  chain, 
compassing  the  life  of  God — the  golden  thread,  entwining  the 
destinies  of  the  universe.  Earth  has  its  beauties,  but  time 
shrouds  them  from  the  grave.  Its  honors,  they  ar«  bn'.  as  the 
jriUh  d  sepulchre ;  its  possessions,  they  are  but  burstiug  bubbles. 
Not  so  in  the  untired  bourne.  In  the  dwelling  of  the  Almighty 
cau  come  no  footsteps  of  decay.  Its  day  will  know  no  darken- 
ing ;  eternal  splendors  forbid  the  approach  of  night.  Its  foun- 
tains will  never  fail ;  they  are  froth  from  the  eternal  throne. 
Its  glory  will  never  wane,  for  there  is  the  ever-present  God.  Its 
harmonies  will  never  cease ;  exhaustless  love  supplies  the  song. 

Time  Wasted. — There  are  men  who  do  not  exercise  the  little 
forethought  to  arrange  their  business,  so  as  to  be  able  to  do  it 
promptly  and  easily,  and  thus  economize  time.  Have  you  ever 
thought  what  the  waste  of  time  was,  what  possibilities  there 
were  in  it  ?  Suppose  a  man  waste  ono  hour  a  day  for  a  year,  he 
has  wasted  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  hours  of  time.  A  day 
of  working  time  is  ten  hours,  so  that  the  man  in  any  of  these 
ways — in  unnecessary  sleep,  in  unnecessary  dress  or  care  for  it, 
in  frivolous  conversation  or  recreation,  or  in  any  form  of  which 
I  have  spoken,  he  has  actually  wasted,  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
thirty-six  and  a  half  days,  and  at  the  end  of  ten  years  he  might 
have  lived  the  whole  of  another  year  in  work  of  head  or  muscle 
for  himself  and  for  others — such  waste  is  there  of  precious  time. 
An  hour  a  day  I  Oh !  what  a  small  calculation  that  is  for  some ! 
But  by  a  rigorous  and  economical  use  of  time,  an  hour,  or  two, 
or  three  hours  a  day  might  be  seized  and  appropriated  for  proper 
purposes,  without  any  hardness  of  manner  or  style,  and  with  a 
great  many  pleasurable  allowances. — Bishop  Andrews,  in  The 
Methodist. 

Baptism  of  Fire. — Suppose  we  saw  an  army  sitting  down 
before  a  granite  fort,  and  they  told  us  that  they  intended  to  bat- 
ter it  down,  we  might  ask  then  "  How  ?"  They  point  to  a  cannon- 
ball.  Well,  but  there  is  no  power  In  that ;  it  is  heavy,  but  not 
more  than  half  a  hundred,  or,  perhaps,  a  hundred-weight ;  if  all 
the  men  in  the  army  hurled  it  against  the  fort,  they  would  make 
no  impression.  They  say,  "  No,"  but  look  at  the  cannon.  Well, 
but  there  is  no  power  in  that ;  a  child  may  ride  upon  it,  a  bird 
may  perch  in  its  mouth.  It  is  a  machine,  and  nothing  more. 
"  But,  look  at  the  powder."  Well,  there  is  no  power  in  that ;  a 
child  may  spill  it,  a  sparrow  may  pick  it.  Yet  this  powerless  - 
powder  and  powerless  ball  are  put  in  the  powerless  cannon ;  one 
spark  of  fire  enters  It,  and  then,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  that 
powder  is  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  that  cannon-ball  is  a  thunder- 
bolt, which  smites  as  if  it  had  been  sent  from  heaven.  So  it  is 
with  our  Christian  machinery  of  this  day ;  we  have  all  the  in- 
struments necessary  for  pulling  down  strongholds,  and  oh !  for 
the  baptism  of  fire ! — Arthur. 

One  Step  May  Do  It. — A  man  must  not  yield  to  desponden- 
cy, nor  sit  down  inactive,  despairing,  because  he  is  in  darkness. 
Sometimes  a  few  steps  onward  or  upward  are  all  that  are  needed, 
nr  1  for  want  even  of  that  little  activity  he  may  remain  all  his 
life  beneath  the  cloud.  Perhaps  you  have  been  ascending  a 
mountain,  with  tho  mist  so  thick  before  you  that  at  a  few  feet 
from  you  not  an  object  was  visible,  and  so  wet  that  it  was  like  a 
dripping  rain.  Timidity  and  despondency  say,  in  such  a  case, 
You  had  better  turn  back,  at  any  rate  lie  by  in  the  first  shelter. 
But  perhaps  you  will  find  a  clear  sky  with  a  little  more  travel 
upward.  Courage  and  hope  Bay,  Go  on!  Faith  says,  Go  on, 
higher  up  you  will  find  light.  So  you  go  on,  and  at  length,  un- 
expectedly, at  a  single  step,  you  emerge  into  clear  sunshine. 
Then  all  your  troubles  are  forgotten.  How  glad  you  are  that 
you  persevered,  that  yon  did  not  turn  back  ;  you  would  have  lost 
this  glorious  sight,  this  magnificence  of  prospect,  this  peculiarity 
of  glory  which  you  could  nave  enjoyed  only  under  these  very 
circumstances  of  preceding  mist  and  gloom.  You  would  have 
lost  the  eight  of  the  clouds  under  you,  and  the  atmosphere  of 
sunlight  resting  upon  them  as  on  a  sea  of  chalcedony — smooth, 
soft,  undulating,  and  the  summits  of  the  mountains  all  around 
glittering  with  ice  and  snow.  And  you  would  have  lost  the 
glory  of  the  breaking  up  and  trooping  away  of  these  cloud  con 
gregatione,  as  the  departure  of  an  army  with  banners,  and  the 
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revelation  of  the  unveiled  world  as  a  now  creation. — George  B. 
Cheever,  D.D. 

The  Witnesses. — What  we  do  is  transacted  on  a  stage  of 
which  all  in  the  universe  are  spectators.  What  we  say  is  trans- 
mitted in  echoes  that  will  never  ceaso.  What  we  are  is  influenc- 
ing and  acting  on  the  rest  of  mankind.  Neutral  we  cannot  be. 
Living  we  ace,  and  dead  we  speak  ;  and  the  whole  universe  is  the 
migh'.y  company  forever  lookinjr,  forever  listening,  and  all  na- 
tura  the  tablets  forever  recording  the  words,  the  deeds,  the 
thoughts,  the  passions  of  mankind. — Dr  Camming. 

Present  Influence. — Hearts  will  bleed,  or  hearts  will 
bound,  fifty  years  after  this,  from  something  we  now  say,  or  do, 
or  are.  What  we  now  are  is  preparing  victims  for  woe,  or 
through  the  grace  of  God,  heirs  for  glory.  What  we  now  are 
and  my,  and  do  is  either  communicating  demon  joy  to  the  friends 
or  angelic  ecstasy  to  angels  that  are  about  the  throne. — Dr.  Cum- 
ming. 

Christian  Constancy.— -It  is  not  by  fits  and  starts  that 
men  become  holy.  It  is  not  occasional,  but  continuous,  pro- 
longed, and  life-long  efforts  that  are  required  ;  to  be  daily  at  it ; 
always  at  it ;  resting  but  to  renew  the  work ;  falling  but  to  rise 
again.  It  is  not  by  a  few  rough,  spasmodic  blows  of  the  hammer 
that  a  graceful  statue  is  brought  out  of  the  marble  block,  but  by 
the  labor  of  continuous  days  and  many  delicate  touches  of  the 
sculptor's  chisel.  It  is  not  a  sudden  gush  of  water,  the  roaring 
torrent  of  a  summer  flood,  but  a  continuous  flow,  that  wears  the 
rock,  and  a  constant  dropping  that  hollows  out  the  stone.  It  is 
not  with  a  rush  and  a  spring  that  we  are  to  reach  Christ's  char- 
acter, attain  to  perfect  saintship ;  but  step  by  step,  foot  by  foot, 
hand  over  liana,  we  are  slowly,  and  often  painfully,  to  mount 
the  ladder  that  rests  on  earth  and  rises  to  heaven. — Guthrie. 

Always  Keeling  Help.— Our  graces  are  like  plants  that 
need  daily  watering  ;  watches  that  need  daily  winding  ;  lamps 
that  need  daily  filling ;  bodies  that  need  daily  feeding— Guthrte. 

Offerings  to  God. — The  most  indifferent  actions  cease  to  be 
such,  and  become  good,  as  soon  as  one  performs  them  with  the 
intention  of  conforming  one's  self  in  them  to  the  will  of  God. 
They  are  often  better  and  purer  than  certain  actions  which  ap- 
pear more  virtuous — first,  because  they  are  less  of  our  own  choice, 
and  more  in  the  order  of  Providence,  when  one  is  obliged  to  per- 
form them  ;  second,  because  they  are  simpler  and  less  exposed  to 
vain  complaisance ;  third,  because  if  one  yields  to  them  with  mod- 
eration, one  finds  in  them  more  of  death  to  one's  inclinations 
than  in  certa'n  a«ts  of  fervor  in  which  self-love  mingles ;  finally, 
because  these  little  occasions  recur  more  frequently,  and  furnish  a 
secret  occasion  for  making  every  moment  profitable.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  make  great  efforts,  nor  acts  of  great  reflection,  in  or- 
der to  offer  what  are  called  indifferent  actions.  It  is  enough  to  lift 
the  soul  one  instant  to  God — to  make  a  simple  offering  of  it.  Ev- 
erything which  God  wishes  us  to  do,  and  which  enters  into  the 
course  of  occupation  suitable  to  our  position,  can  and  ouaht  to  be 
offered  to  God  ;  nothing  is  unworthy  of  Him  but  sin.  When  you 
feel  that  an  action  cannot  be  offered  to  God,  conclude  that  it  does 
not  become  a  Christian ;  it  is  at  least  necessary  to  suspect  it,  and 
seek  light  concerning  it. — Fenelon. 

Important  Question.— O  men!  men!  your  plans,  and 
gains,  and  honors  look  largo  to  you,  do  they  t  Interests  which 
grow  and  decay  with  time,  and  bounded  by  earth,  seem  great  to 
you,  do  they  %  I  tell  yon  earth  is  never  to  see  but  one  thing  real- 
ly great.  It  is  the  coming  of  a  day  so  bright  and  glorious  that 
the  light  of  sun  and  moon  will  seem  dim,  so  wide  that  the  uni- 
verse will  rejoice  in  its  splendor,  so  blessed  that  the  employments 
and  the  riches  and  honors  of  earth  will  seem  ashes.  The  sun  that 
created  that  day  is  the  San  of  Righteousness.  And  now,  with  de- 
sires that  burn  and  reach  into  eternity,  with  the  opportunity  of 
doing  for  men  that  which  will  bring  them  into  the  love  of  Jesus, 
and  carry  them  with  you  into  heaven,  will  ye  sit  down  idle,  or 
hoard  or  waste  your  property,  or  idolizo  the  dust  of  earth,  or  will 
you  lay  yourselves  and  all  that  you  havo  on  the  altar  of  God,  a 
living  sacrifice,  and  feel  that  it  is  your  reasonable  service? — Bet. 
John  Todd. 

The  Mission  of  Christianity. — It  was  left  for  Christiani- 
ty to  prove  how,  greater  i  !nn  f.»rce,  or  skill,  or  wealth,  or  knowl- 
edge is  the  right.  Without  that  tho  strength  of  Hercules,  the 
craft  of  Cleon,  the  wealth  of  Croesus,  and  the  learning  of  Cato, 
however  honored  in  ancient  times,  would  now  be  in  vain.     With 


Christianity  the  humble  doer  of  a  noble  duty  is  nobler  than  them 
■ill.  And  while  Christianity  has  taught  us  the  value  of  the  soul, 
and  the  inherent  dignity  of  human  nature,  it  has  developed  the 
sweet  charities  and  tender  humanities  of  life.  Material  conquest 
is  no  longer  the  only  dream  of  ambition.  The  battle-field  is  no 
longer  the  only  field  of  glory.  The  missionary,  armed  with  the 
word  of  God,  penetrates  farther  than  the  most  daring  soldier  or 
the  most  adventurous  traveller,  and  silently  builds  up  a  kingdom 
whose  foundations  shall  not  be  disturbed  by  the  waves  of  time. — 
Dr.  J.  0.  Noyee. 

Prospective. — You  go.  We  linger.  But  one  by  one  in  the 
appointed  time  wo  shall  all  go  to  our  last  reward,  an  1  when  we 
are  gathered  there — not  as  now,  bnt  on  the  heights  where  the  ever- 
lasting glory  circles  about  us — then  it  will  be  seen  that  it 
was  not  what  we  achieved  of  material  things  that  was  to  count 
at  last.  Then  it  will  be  seen  that  It  was  not  what  we 
comprehended  of  science  and  art,  precious  as  these  am,  that 
shall  count  at  last ;  then  it  will  be  seen  that  it  was  not  what 
we  chanced  to  achieve  in  the  way  of  personal  accomplishments 
that  was  to  count.  This  rather — the  winning  of  souls  to  Jesus — 
the  mastery  of  the -grand  truths  which  find  their  centre  and 
source  in  Jesus— the  growing  into  more  and  more  of  likeness  to 
Jesus.  These  are  the  things  that  will  count  then.  And  they 
who  have  gathered  in  the  largest  harvest  of  precious  ones,  they 
who  have  risen  to  the  largest  comprehension  of  the  sublime  work 
of  Christian  missions,  and  they  who  are  most  like  the  Divine  One 
in  will  and  thought,  and  affection — they  shall  hear  the  plaudits 
which,  I  trost,  may  come  to  us  all:  '*  Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant." — Bev  F.  A  Noble. 

SelfSespect. — Show  me  the  man  who  despises  himself,  and 
I  see  a  man  whom  the  whole  public  will  soon  be  forced  to  despise. 
A  man  cannot  long  retain  liis  position  before  the  community  who 
has  ceased  to  have  any  position  with  himself. — T.  L.  Cuyler,  D.D. 

Ood's  Love. — Some  years  ago,  two  gentlemen  were  riding  to- 
gether, and,  as  they  were  about  to  separate,  one  addressed  the 
other  thus :  "  Do  youever  read  your  Bible  ?"  "  Yes,  but  I  get  no 
benefit  from  it,  because,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  feel  I  do  not  love  God." 
"  Neither  did  I,"  replied  the  other,  "  but  God  loved  me."  This 
answer  produced  such  an  effect  upon  his  friend,  that,  to  use  his 
own  words,  it  was  as  if  one  had  lifted  him  off  the  saddle  into  the 
skies.  It  opened  up  to  his  soul  at  once  the  great  truth  that  it  is 
not  how  much  I  love  God,  but  how  much  God  loves  me. 

Light  at  Eventide.— It  is  in  the  season  of  trial  and  sor- 
row Jesus  lends  most  lovingly  His  ear  to  hear  His  people's  voice. 
It  is  "  songs  iu  the  night "  He  most  delights  to  listen  to.  It  is 
prayers,  if  we  may  so  speak,  saturated  with  tears,  He  loves  best  to 
put  into  Bis  censer.  It  was  the  express  Divine  injunction,  regard- 
ing the  daily  incense-offering  in  the  temple-service,  that  on  light- 
ing of  the  lamps  "  at  even,"  Aaron  was  to  burn  sweet  incense  on 
the  golden  altar.  Afflicted  believers,  it  is  so  still.  "  At  even  " — 
when  the  bright  world  is  shaded — when  tho  flowers  have  closed 
their  cups — when  the  song  of  birds  has  ceased,  and  the  sun  of  your 
earthly  bliss  has  gone  down  in  the  western  sky — then  it  is  the 
lamp  of  prayer  is  kindled  in  the  soul's  temple.  Yes ;  just  when 
other  lamps  thai  bare  lighted  your  pilgrimage  pathway  are 
quenched  in  darkness,  prayer  lights  its  lone  lamp  in  the  hoart's 
deserted  sanctuary.  It  was  amid  the  darkness  of  the  night,  at  the 
brook  Jabbok,  that  Jacob  wrestled  of  old  with  the  angel  and  pre- 
vailed. It  Is  in  the  soul's  dark  and  lonely  and  solitary  seasons  still 
that  the  Church's  moral  and  spiritual  wrestlers  are  crowned  with 
victory,  and,  as  princes,  "  have  power  with  God." — Macduff. 

The  Throne  of  Grace. — If  you  want  your  spiritual  life  to 
be  healthy  and  vigorous,  yon  must  just  come  more  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace.  The  secret  of  your  weakness  is  your  little  faith 
and  little  prayer.  The  fountain  is  unsealed,  but  you  only  rip  a 
few  drops.  The  bread  of  life  is  before  you,  yet  you  only  eat  a  few 
crumbs.  The  treasury  of  heaven  is  open,  but  you  only  take  a  few 
pmee.  O  man  of  little  faith !  wherefore  do  you  doubt  ?  Awake 
to  know  your  privileges !  Awake  and  sleep  no  longer  I  Tell  me 
not  of  spiritual  hunger  and  thirst  so  long  as  the  throne  of  grace  is 
before  you.  Say  rather  you  are  proud,  and  will  not  come  to  it  a 
poor  sinner ;  say  rather  you  are  slothful,  and  will  not  take  pains 
t>  get  more.  Cast  aside  the  grave-clothes  of  pride  that  still  bang 
around  you.  Throw  off  that  Egyptian  garment  of  indolence. 
which  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  through  the  lied  Sea. 
Away  with  that  unbelief  which  ties  and  paralyzes  your  tongue. 
You  are  not  straitened  in  God,  but  in  yourself.    Come  boldly,  for 
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you  mar,  all  sinful  as  you  are,  if  you  come  in  the  name  of  the 
great  High  Priest. 

Redeemed  by  Christ.— Tin*  doctrine  of  vicarious  atone- 
ment is  ennobled  by  the  holiest  memories,  as  it  has  been  conse- 
crated by  the  loftiest  talent  of  Christendom.  It  fired  the  fierce 
eloquence  of  Tertulli&n  in  the  early  church,  and  gushed  in  hon- 
eyed periods  from  the  lips  of  CUrysostom  ;  it  enlisted  the  life-long 
zeal  of  Athanasias  to  keep  it  pure  ;  the  sublimity  of  it  fired  every 
power,  and  commanded  all  the  resources  of  the  mighty  soul  of 
Augustine ;  the  learning  of  Jerome  and  the  energy  of  Ambrose 
were  committed  to  its  defence ;  it  was  the  text  for  the  subtle  eye 
and  analytic  thought  of  Aquiuas ;  it  was  the  pillar  of  Luther's  soul 
toiling  for  man  ;  it  was  shapen  into  intellectual  proportions  and 
si  striatic  symmetry  by  the  iron  logic  of  Calvin  ;  it  inspired  the 
b  •niuiiu  humility  of  Feaelon  ;  fostered  the  devotion  and  self  sac- 
rifice of  Oberlin  ;  fl  >>tred  like  molten  metal  into  the  rigid  forms  of 
Edwards's  intellect,  and  kindled  the  deep  and  steady  rapture  of 

Wesley's  heart AM  the  great  enterprises  of  Christian 

history  have  been  born  fr?m  the  influence,  immediae  or  r.-motc, 
which  this  vicarious  theory  of  redemption  has  exercised  upon  the 
mind  and  heart  of  humanity. — King. 

Intended  Refonnttion. — How  danger  jus  to  defer  thoss 
momentous  reformations  which  the  conscience  is  solemnly  preach- 
ing to  the  heart  1  If  they  are  neglected,  the  difficulty  and  indis- 
position are  increasing  every  month.  The  mind  is  receding,  de- 
gree after  degree,  from  the  warm  and  hopeful  zone,  till  at  last  it 
will  enter  the  arctic  circle,  and  become  fixed  1a  rolentlossness 
and  eternal  ice. — John,  Foster. 


Chris'  has  Di erf.— It  is  natural  for  the  heart  to  long  for 
something  better  than  itself — to  long  for  a  God.  Christ  came 
and  satisfied  that  longing.  We  see  Him  at  a  terrible  price  giv- 
ing Himself  for  God  ;  why  does  he  this  ?  Nor  for  Himself,  for  us. 
This  attracts  our  attention  of  Him,  and  we  long  to  know  more  of 
Him.  Then  comes  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  man  is  made  new,  and 
started  in  life  afresh  with  God's  blessing.  Man's  Christianity  is 
gratitude  to  Christ.  How  simple  I  Do  not  dispute  over  trifles  ; 
hero  is  a  great  thing — Christ  has  died  for  us. — Rev.  Phillip* 
Biouki. 

Bltu  for  Error.— Dr.  Chalmers  beautifully  said :  "  The 
little  I  have  seen  in  the  world  and  known  of  the  history  of  man- 
kind teaches  me  to  look  at  their  errors  in  sorrow,  and  not  in  anger. 
When  I  take  the  history  of  one  poor  heart,  that  has  sinned  and 
suffered,  and  represent  to  myself  the  struggles  and  temptations  it 
lias  passed  through — the  brief  pulsations  of  joy ;  the  tears  of 
i  egret ;  the  feebleness  of  purpose  ;  the  scorn  of  the  world  that  has 
little  charity  :  the  desolation  of  the  soul's  sanctury,  and  threaten- 
ing, voices  within ;  health  gone ;  happiness  gone — I  would  fain  leave 
'he  erring  soul  of  my  fellow-man  with  Him  from  whose  hands  it 
c*.me." 

Method  in  Working.— All  God's  developments  have 
method.  No  matter  how  small  a  thing  He  sets  Himself  to  do, 
He  does  it  with  a  plan.  There  is  not  a  blade  of  grass  under  your 
feet  but  He  has  a  perfect  method  in  its  development.  God  would 
never  clothe  our  fields  and  woods  as  He  does  if  He  were  to  work 
as  we  work,  in  haphazard  dabs  and  dashes,  here  and  there,  per- 
severing nowhere,  finishing  nothing,  fragmentary  patch-work. 
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LGCKWOOD  UNION. 

NKW    YORK. 

Bev.  Lewis  O.  Lockwood,  President;  Edward N. 

Sweet,  Secretary  ;  Hon.  Uo.iace  Greeley,  Treat. 

The  UNION  is  now  organizing  a  Christian  Col- 
ony to  locate  in  Washington  Territory.  Send  fo» 
maps,  circulars,  Ac.,  to  Rooms  64  and  60  No.  S3 
Broadway,  New  York,  or  address  P.  O.  Box  3608. 
New  York. 


HAWKES'  PATENT  FOUNTAIN  PEN. 

Whites  Ten  Hotms.  Holder  fits  any  pen.  By 
Mail,  Nickel,  $1.00;  Rubber,  $1.50,  $3.00  and  $8.50; 
also  mrv.or  quality  Gold  Pons,  Rubber  and  Gold 
Penc  -Is.  eto.  Pens  repaired  50c.  each.  Send  stamp 
for  C/renl»r. 

GKO.  F.  HAWKES,  66  Nassau.  St.,  N.  Y. 

„'«2- e«rs  wanted  rr>* 

€£  iiVfWKMM  spy 

fjs  JKIoll?  qiAblliligJ  au  4  ration. h.ui  r«il«ir*TE«  m««t 
ppptfttr^tna  r»plflly.aeTI!pg*refl^ 
ror^!TreBlaBr*3<ltVM  V.  B.TpiTbT 
oTqolgoSrjn^ElaSc'o  <»r  kt.  Lonla. 


STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FROM 

NBW-YOBK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Moville 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passengers. 


Passengers  booked  at  throngb  rates  to  and  from  ' 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 


jKplaly-aelllpy  rellgiom  wort  e.tr  Utned., 
iircolan;  *Aan 
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FRANCIS  &  LOUTREL, 

No.  45  MAIDEN  LANE) 

Stationers,  Printers,  and  Manufac- 
turers of  Patent  Spring-Back 
Account  Books. 

All  kinds  of  first-class  Stationery,  Writing  Papers 
Desks,  Portfolio*.  Scrap-Bonks.  Expense  Books 
Diaries  for  1818,  Pocket  Cutlery,  Cards,  Chessmen 
Wallets,  etc..  etc.  Wc  keep  everything  in  our  line 
and  sell  at  lowest  prices 

Patent  Composition  for  Printers'  Inking  Rollers' 


USE 
JOHN   DWIGHT  A  CO.'S 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  arc  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Blip,  New- York 


THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  flrstclasa  in 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  safe,  com- 
fortable, reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  In  their 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  excelled 
by  any  other  line  1 1 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  in  Currency. 

From  New-York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  I,oudon- 
derry.  or  Queenstown,  Cabins,  $65  and  l~. 3 ;  Round 
Trip,  *1!M ;  Intermediate.  $33 ;  Steerage  fc!S. 

To  Lomuou,  Cabins  $70  and  $80 :  Hound  Trip, 
$140;  Intermediate.  $ST;  Steerage,  $38. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre,  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam, 
Cabins,  $w  and  $90  ;  Round  Trip,  $160 ;  Intermedi- 
ate. $40 ;  Steerage,  $85. 

t^~  Children  o  no  to  twelve  years,  half  tare.    In 
fants  under  one  year  free. 
Company's  Offices : 

New-York  (.7  Bowling  Green, 
new  i or*,  £21  Broadway. 

HENDERSON  BH08.,  Agents. 


Fifteen  Years  Before  The  public. 
Dr.  H.  D.  POOLE'S 

DENTS  SA70IT 


Warranted  the  most  perfect  Dentifrice  in  the 
American  market 

Sold  by  all  Druggists  and  dealers  in  toilet  articles 
In  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  at  his  Dental 
Rooms,  Greenpoint,  fe^j  b 
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'WORK    WHILE    THE   DAY   LASTS." 

BY  MBS.  a   It  IJVTNGBTON. 

Shall  we  tarry  ?    Never,  never I 
There's  no  time  for  man  to  waste; 

Up  and  doing,  striving  ever ; 
Onward  each  to  duty  haste. 

Loiter  not ;  'tis  wild  presumption  I 

Every  moment  onward  still; 
Man,  while  here,  is  on  a  mission 

God  hath  given  him  to  fulfil. 

Life  is  brief— a  day  of  trouble ; 

Guard  the  heart  and  nerve  the  mind : 
Night  approacheth— bravely  struggle  ; 

Soon  no  work  the  hands  will  find. 

Waste  not  time,  oh  I  waste  it  never ; 

Haste  to  duty,  that  pursue : 
This.till  death,  thy  first  endeavor, 

Keep  alone  before  thy  view. 

Look  on  high  I    The  stars  are  sweeping 
Endless  rounds  through  boundless  space ; 
'    Each  its  silent  duty  keeping, 
Never  halting  in  the  race. 

List  to  Nature's  tones  prophetic— 

Summer  wind  or  lisping  wave. 
Fading  flower  or  breeze  pathetic, 

Each  reminds  us  of  the  grave. 

Slumber  not  at  break  of  morning — 
On  its  wing  mounts  up  the  dew ; 

Opening  buds  the  earth  adorning, 
Each  the  mandate  follow  through. 

#    Shall  we  linger  T    Never,  never  I 
There's  no  time  for  man  to  waste : 
Up  and  doing,  striving  ever — 
Onward  each  to  duty  haste. 


CULTURE   BY  LABOR. 

BY    BEY.  J.    H.  EDWARDS. 

Once  each  year  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  meets 
to  review  its  work  for  another  twelvemonth,  and  to  give  account 
of  it  to  the  churches  and  the  Head  of  the  Church.  This  is  a  pro- 
fitable custom.  It  would  be  well  for  every  church  to  make  a  sim- 
ilar examination  of  its  history  and  work  as  often  as  once  in  the 
year.  Spiritual  quickening  and  practical  benefit  can  but  result 
from  such  a  review  candidly  undertaken. 

The  Association  has  a  right  to  be  glad  of  this  opportunity.  It 
is  engaged  in  doing  the  work  of  Christ  and  the  church  in  fields 
broad  and  needy.  It  claims  to  be  under  that  providential  direc- 
tion which  gives  impulse  and  success  to  new  forms  of  Christian 
activity  as  the  need  of  the  changing  times  demand.  Comparing 
the  amount  of  its  resources  of  all  kinds  with  its  achievements, 
what  one  of  the  special  religious  agencies,  among  which  it  is  to 
be  numbered,  surpasses  it  in  usefulness? 

For  the  correct  answer  to  this  question,  the  churches  and  the 
community  at  large  have  the  right  to  demand  a  fall  report  of  the 


doings  of  the  Association.  In  a  friendly  yet  critical  spirit,  all  its 
accounts,  spiritual  as  well  as  pecuniary,  should  be  audited.  Then 
if  the  results  show  the  approbation  of  God  upon  the  work  let 
credit,  confidence,  support  be  accorded  most  heartily.  Hea'vea 
forbid  that  we  should  fail  to  recognize  the  leadings  of  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  or  lose  the  benefit  of  agencies  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
church  by  its  Lord.  Let  me  work  with  Chiist  and  be  where  He 
is  working,  is  the  utterance  of  every  Christian  heart. 

But  the  churches  need  to  ask  one  thing  farther  concerning  this 
organisation.  In  this  question  its  members,  also,  have  each  a 
personal  and  vital  interest.  What  influence  does  the  Association 
exert  upon  its  men  members  t  In  what  condition  does  it  give  them 
back  to  the  churches  after  a  year's  participationm  its  responsibil- 
ities, labors,  and  privileges  ?  This  It  a  very  important  question 
for  the  churches  to  ask  concerning  their  young  men ;  no  less  im- 
portant is  it  that  the  young  men  should  ask  it  for  their  own 
benefit. 

The  Association  gathers  its  members,  as  a  rule,  from  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  are  peculiarly  subject  to  social  influences ;  young 
men,  and  often  lads  of  still  fewer  years,  under  its  guidance,  engage 
in  most  responsible  labors.  They  are  brought  into  circumstances 
which,  if  they  give  themselves  to  the  work  wilh  earnestness,  must 
influence  them  strongly  in  one  way  or  another.  In  such  a  con- 
nection their  education  must  be  going  on  with  positive  results. 
The  character  will  be  shaped  for  life  in  no  small  degree  by  these 
influences  and  these  activities.  The  church  will  be  stronger  or 
weaker  in  years  to  come  from  the  effect  the  Association  has  upon 
I  the  Christian  character  of  those  who  are  now  its  members.  Other 
I  organizations  claim  and  receive  the  cooperation  of  the  young. 
Some  of  the  influences  thus  brought  to  bear  on  them  are  not  for 
their  good.  How  is  it  with  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion? 

In  estimating  the  worth  of  an  agency,  we  must  consider  not 
only  what  it  has  done,  but  what  it  can  do.  This  we  can  best  learn 
from  its  results,  and  from  the  possibilities  which  legitimately  be- 
long to  it 

To  the  general  fact  of  the  excellent  influence  of  this  Christian 
organization  over  those  connected  with  it,  there  is  abundant  tes- 
timony. Pastors  bear  witness  to  its  good  results  in  quickening 
and  training  the  young  men  of  their  churches.  As  to  my  own 
church,  I  can  say  that  if  I  could  infuse  some  of  the  same  spirit 
into  all  its  members  which  those  most  active  in  the  Association 
possess,  the  church  would  be  tenfold  stronger.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Boston  Association,  Rev.  Dr.  Webb  brought  charges  against 
it  for  drawing  away  the  young  men  from  their  church  duties,  and 
causing  an  expenditure  of  time  and  means  poorly  recompensed. 
He  had  hardly  taken  his  seat  when  a  number  of  prominent  pas- 
tors, from  within  and  out  of  the  city,  rose  to  rebut  'his  criticisms 
with  most  earnest  testimony  to  the  contrary. 

Some  points  brought  out  more  particularly  will  support  the 
general  position  taken.  One  of  the  prominent  characteristics 
of  Association  work  is  its  practical,  business-like  element.  It  has 
been  said  by  high  authority  that  the  children  of  this  world  are 
wiser  in  their  day  than  the  children  of  light.  The  Association 
aims  to  apply  the  best  wisdom  of  the  world— that  is,  practical 
common  sense— to  the  spiritual  interests  of  men.  It  strives  to 
bring  religion  into  business,  and  business  principles  into  religious 
work. 

Now  the  active  members  of  our  Association  do  get  valuable 
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training  in  what  may  be  called  executive  religion.  The  adapta- 
tion of  means  to  ends  is  the  great  secret  of  success  in  every  under- 
taking. It  is  this  which  constitutes  wisdom  as  distinguished 
from  mere  knowledge.  The  founders  of  the  church  possessed 
this  quality  not  only  in  a  natural  way,  but  by  inspiration.  Its 
history  shows  a  great  lack  in  this  very  respect.  Superstitious 
reverence,  a  formal  faith,  and  the  force  of  habit  have  often  over- 
powered good  common-sense.  Childishness  has  been  mistaken 
for  childlikeness.  Hence  all  manner  of  arts,  blunders,  and  inan- 
ities. If  the  church  were  not  of  God,  it  could  never  have  survived 
the  handling  of  foolish  and  wicked  men  who  have  sometimes 
guided  its  destinies. 

We  would  never  exalt  any  human  institution  at  the  expense  of 
die  church.  But  we  are  obliged  to  see  in  the  agencies  brought 
into  existence  from  time  to  time  under  the  manifest  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  the  interposition  of  the  Head  of  the  Church  to 
add  to  it  needed  elements  of  strength.  The  Young  Men's  Chris- 
Man  Association  is  such  an  auxiliary  agency  for  which  we  may  be 
thankful.  It  is  not  something  apart  from  the  churches,  but  rather 
a  part  of  them.  It  means  business,  Christian  business, ;  and  when 
wisely  managed,  conducts  its  work  en  principles  of  spiritual 
economy  and  efficiency  which  produce  the  best  results. 

The  practical  habits  which  Christian  young  men  bring  to  re- 
ligions work  and  which  they  acquire  in  doing  it  can  hardly  be 
overestimated.  With  a  world  to  conquer  for  Christ,  it  is  indispen- 
sable that  the  church  should  make  few  mistakes,  and  that  it 
should  apply  its  strength  in  the  most  efficient  manner.  To  this 
end,  the  training  afforded  by  an  active  share  in  Association  work 
will  contribute  not  a  little.  To  maintain  its  usefulness  and  its 
reputation,  and  to  acquire  invaluable  experience,  let  the  young 
men  go  on  in  the  course  of  practical  Christian  effort.  The  Spirit 
of  God  will  guide  them  to  the  work  to  be  done,  and  in  the  right 
way  to  do  it. 

To  the  benefits  already  enumerated  might  be  added  the  culture 
of  mind  and  of  body,  which  is  necessary  to  the  fall  carrying  oat 
of  the  Associations!  idea.  Gymnastics  are  not  a  foe  to  grace 
Science  and  literature  are  as  the  pillars  of  Jachin  and  Boas,  which 
stood  just  outside  the  Holy  Place  of  the  Temple.  They  furnish 
the  strength  and  beauty  needed  for  the  full  development  of  the 
intellectual  part  of  man,  and  to  represent  the  Gospel  truly  to  men 
of  intellect.  These  and  all  good  things  should  be  fostered  by  the 
Association  among  its  own  members.  The  opportunity  to  share 
In  their  benefits  should  be  provided  for  all.  In  this  direction  lies 
a  large  field  before  the  church  and  the  Association.  The  faithful 
working  of  it  will  not  hinder,  but  help  on  the  great  end  of  both, 
which  is  the  saving  of  lost  souls. 


DUTY  OF  ASSOCIATION  LEADERS. 

BY  VEEBANU8  MOB8B,  M.D. 

Thb  conversion  of  young  men  is  the  purpose  for  which  the 
Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  was  organised.  The  legiti- 
mate work  of  the  Association  is  work  which  tends  to  accomplish 
this  purpose.  This  work  may  be  divided  into  religious  and  secu- 
lar, and  the  religions  may  be  subdivided  into  that  designed  to 
promote  religious  culture  and  spiritual  growth,  and  that  which 
has  reference  to  the  direct,  individual,  personal  efforts  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  conversion  of  young  men  associated  with  them  in 
business  and  social  life.  This  latter  subdivision  is  the  distinctive 
work  of  the  Association,  and  the  life  of  the  Association  is  doubly 
pledged  for  its  performance ;  for  if  it  neglects  to  do  this,  it  neg- 
lects a  work  which  justly  claims  the  support  of  every  Christian  ; 
and  if  it  fails  to  do  this  work,  it  gives  an  opportunity  to  question 
whether  it  does  anything  worthy  of  support,  and  those  who  are 
ready  to  profess  unbounded  interest  in  any  enterprise  for  the  good 
of  their  fellows,  if  at  the  same  time  they  can  show  that  its  bad 
management  renders  it  undeserving  of  their  aid,  will  not  be  slow 
to  use  this  opportunity. 

When  young  men  become  members  of  the  Association,  they  vir- 
tually plodge  themselves  to  do  this  work;  and  when  members 


become  office-bearers,  they  virtually,  pledge  themselves  to  direct 
and  oversee  this  work.  Still,  a  large  proportion  of  the  members 
fail  to  do  it ;  some,  because  they  have  no  taste  for  Christian  work, 
or  because  they  have  a  congenital  proclivity  to  idleness.  But 
many  who  are  standing  idle  are  not  doing  so  from  choice.  They 
are  ready,  or  at  least  willing,  to  work.  They  possess  potential 
energy,  and  are  waiting  for  some  animating  force  to  develop  it 
into  actual  energy,  and  some  master-hand  to  guide  it  to  results 
which  will  honor  Him  who  redeemed  them. 

•  The  Lord  of  the  harvest-field  is  unwilling  to  suffer  any  power 
to  remain  latent  or  lie  dormant  after  it  has  been  consecrated  to 
His  service,  for  the  harvest  truly  is  great,  and  every  workman  is 
needed. 

Many  of  these  young  men  have  but  recently  forsaken  the  ser- 
vice of  the  world ;  under  their  old  master  they  acquired  the  habit 
of  laboring  with  diligence  and  earnestness ;  it  is  important  to  ini- 
tiate them  into  the  service  of  their  new  master  before  this  habit 
becomes  enfeebled  from  lack  of  use. 

When  the  Association  received  these  young  Christians  into 
membership,  it  assumed  the  charge  of  their  training  and  employ- 
ment during  their  apprenticeship,  and  yet  in  many  associations 
they  are  unemployed,  and  the  work  languishes,  and  young  men 
are  lost.  While  every  year  associations,  disabled  with  rust,  ask 
our  conventions  to  devise  some  plan  to  rouse  their  unoccupied 
members  to  action,  or  at  least  to  pass  resolutions  of  lamentation 
over  their  inaction ;  officers  and  directors  seeming  to  remember 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  members  to  work,  but  to  forgpt  that  it  is 
their  own  duty  to  direct  sad  supervise  both  the  work  and  the 
workmen. 

It  is  the  duty  of  our  property  holding  dtisens  to  pay  taxes ;  but 
government  understands  human  nature  too  well  to  leave  any  citi- 
zen to  decide  how  much  he  will  pay,  and  the  time  and  mode  of 
payment. 

Those  who  undertake  to  manage  the  religious  affairs  of  their 
respective  associations  need  a  clear  conception  of  the  work  to  be 
done,  and  time  and  executive  ability  to  do  it. 

Haphazard,  disjointed  management  can  accomplish  nothing 
but  failure,  a  result  hardly  worthy  the  ambition  of  young  men. 
A  sudden  jerk  of  enthusiasm,  and  then  a  pause  like  a  boy  watch- 
ing his  top  to  see  how  long  it  will  spin,  is  not  the  kind  of  motor 
power  required  for  aggressive  work,  especially  where  the  power 
of  evil  is  the  opposing  force.  Inefficiency  in  conducting  the.  re- 
ligious effort  of  an  association  often  arises  from  inadequate  sup- 
port on  the  part  of  the  community.  The  officers  consume  their 
time  discussing  financial  questions ;  the  most  able  of  them  are  oc- 
cupied, almost  entirely,  collecting  money,  and  a  want  of  means 
often  compels  them  to  have  regard  to  salaries  where  ability  only 
should  be  considered.  Purely  religious  work  is  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive, and  officers  sometimes  feel  compelled  to  engage  in  work 
that  will  arrest  public  attention  in  order  to  awaken  interest  and 
secure  funds  to  keep  the  Association  from  bankruptcy.  Bui  no 
community'  can  afford  to  suffer  the  religious  enterprise  of  its  As- 
sociation to  stagnate  from  such  causes,  and  no  Association  should 
permit  its  religious  work  to  be  neglected  or  prosecuted  incident- 
ally for  any  reason.  It  should  be  practically  as  it  is  really,  the 
primary  work  in  every  Association,  and  its  management  should 
be  en  .rusted  to  men  of  superior  executive  talents,  and  hearts  de- 
voted to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  young  men.  They  should  not  be 
expected  to  do  the  work  of  the  Association  as  substitutes  for  the 
members,  but  they  should  see  that  every  member  has  work  to  do, 
and  directions  for  doing  it.  Neither  should  they  attempt  to  or- 
ganize elaborate  plans  that  tell  well  in  annual  reports,  and  no- 
where else.  But  they  should  be  able  to  organize  and  execute 
plans  that  will  tell  well  on  the  lives  and  souls  of  young  men. 
They  should  know  exactly  what  their  work  is,  how  to  do  it,  and 
what  they  have  to  do  it  with.  They  should  study  the  character 
of  each  member  of  the  Association  personally,  and  give  each  one, 
individually,  some  specified  work  to  do,  and  require  him  to  report 
at  an  appointed  time.  They  should,  if  possible,  have  an  active 
member  in  every  boarding-house  occupied  by  young  men,  and  in 
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every  store  and  manufactory  where  young  men  are  employed. 
In  this  way  they  would  bring  out  the  whole  working  force,  and 
teach  every  member  to  work  intelligently,  and  multitudes  would 
be  reached  and  saved  who  otherwise  will  perish. 

Some  may  say  this  is  all  very  good  in  theory ;  yes,  but  it  is 
much  better  in  practice,  and  if  any  one  doubts  it,  let  him  try  it. 

It  is  the  duty,  then,  of  the  officers,  managers,  and  leaders  of  our 
Associations,  to  labor,  and  teach  every  member  to.  labor,  person 
ally  and  systematically,  for  the  conversion  of  young  men.  But 
however  important  this  work  may  be,  it  is  the  privilege  of  no 
officer,  manager,  or  leader  to  see  it  do  itself,  of  its  own  accord, 
even  though  spurred  on  annually  by  the  resolutions  of  Conven- 
tions.— Christian  at  Work. 


ASSOCIATION  COMMITTEE  WORK. 

EMPLOYMENT  COtOOTTKB 

Otra  smaller  country  Associations  know  little,  we  suppose,  of 
an  Employment  Committee ;  there  is  no  need  for  such  a  wheel  in 
their  machinery.  In  our  city  and  larger  Associations,  it  becomes 
an  imperative  duty  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  young  men  in  this 
direction,  and  the  question  is  often  asked :  "  How  does  your  Asso 
elation  manage  this  department  V  Perhaps  no  two  organisations 
would  adopt  the  same  line  of  action.  Local  circumstances  will 
modify  the  method  of  operating. 

If  unable  to  present  the  best  scheme  for  the  working  of  this 
committee,  we  hope,  at  least,  to  afford  some  light.  The  subject  is 
a  most  important  one,  either  in  a  humanitarian  or  Christian  point 
of  view.  Many  young  men  come  to  us  only  when  stern  necessity 
compels  them  to  do  so.  To  turn  them  coldly  away  may  embitter 
them  against  our  religion,  while  to  hold  out  to  them  the  hand  of 
sympathy — a  practical  sympathy— may  be  their  salvation. 

Unlike  most  of  the  committees  we  have  been  describing,  we 
think  the  management  and  the  work  should  be  largely  in  the 
hands  of  one  person.  Men  of  business  should  compose  the  com- 
mittee, men  who  could  be  relied  upon  to  aid  in  the  work,  and 
their  chief  duty  should  be  to  advise  the  chairman  of  any  vacancies 
for  young  men  that  may  be  within  their  knowledge.  The  chair- 
man should  be  selected  from  the  committee  with  the  understand- 
ing that  upon  him  is  to  fall  the  burden  of  labor,  unless  the  Asso- 
ciation can  afford  to' employ  for  him  a  secretary,  which  most  of 
our  societies  are  unable  to  do.  He  should  be  a  business-man,  or 
at  least  one  who  knows  the  ways  of  business,  and  he  must  have  or 
And  the  leisure  for  the  work.  He  needs  to  be  a  person  of  large 
discernment  of  character,  or  he  will  be  likely  to  disappoint  em- 
ployers, and  work  to  the  detriment  of  employes.  He  needs  to  be 
kind,  and,  to  a  degree,  sympathetic.  There  is  scarcely  any  work 
in  our  societies  more  taxing  and  perplexing  than  that  of  finding 
employment  for  young  men.  To  be  firm  and  gentle  amid  it  all 
requires  a  heart  for  the  work  and  much  grace ;  it  needs  a  spirit  of 
self-sacrifice.  We  do  not  wish  to  utter  any  word  of  discouragement. 
There  are  many  rewards,  as  there  always  are  where  self-denial 
has  to  be  practiced. 

As  to  the  mode  of  operation,  the  Employment  Bureau  is  not  an 
intelligence  office.  To  attempt  to  give  employment  to  every  one, 
we  do  not  regard  as  our  province.  There  is  a  specific  and  legiti- 
mate field  for  us  to  operate  in,  and  we  believe  more  is  usually 
accomplished  by  a  division  of  labor.  Our  labor  falls  largely 
among  those  seeking  positions  as  clerks,  salesmen,  porters,  or  sit- 
uations common  to  clerical  or  mercantile  life.  Teachers,  mechan- 
ics, laborers,  have  less  difficulty,  usually,  in  securing  places,  and 
either  require  no  assistance,  or  have  mediums  better  suited  to 
their  wants  than  our  Associations.  In  special  cases,  we  would  do 
what  can  be  done  in  any  branch  of  business,  but,  as  a  rule,  we 
should  have  some  definite  and  limited  arrangement. 

As  far  as  our  own  experience  goes,  the  majority  of  those  apply- 
ing for  situations  are  young  men  of  comparatively  little  experience, 
no  experience,  or  those  who  have  been  unsuccessful.  Of  course, 
there  are  some  who  are  well  qualified  for  the  best  positions.  The 
applicants   from  the  former  class  being  is  the  preponderance, 


usually  greatly  exceed  the  applications  from  employers.  The 
problem,  then,  for  solution  is,  how  shall  we  find  the  most  places  ? 
We  will  state,  briefly,  some  plans  that  may  be  used.  Send  circu- 
lars to  the  business-men  of  your  place,  briefly  stating  your  work 
and  appealing  to  them  for  cooperation ;  and  urge  upon  the  members 
frequently  the  necessity  of  their  aid,  by  advising  you  of  vacancies 
coming  within  their  knowledge.  The  advertisements  in  the  pa- 
pers may  be  another  source  of  information.  Where  it  can  be  done 
with  propriety,  give  a  young  man  a  card  of  introduction,  at  a  ven- 
ture, to  a  business  firm ;  this  may  prove  quite  effective  where  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  extensively  acquainted,  as  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  he  should  be.  And  another  method  still  is, 
personal  inquiry. 

The  chairman  should  conduct  his  department  in  a  business-like 
way,  have  a  book  for  clerks,  in  which  they  should  register  their 
names,  residence,  age,  references,  experience,  and  employment 
wanted ;  also,  a  book  for  merchants  to  record  their  wants. 

This  work  is  not  without  its  drawbacks.  It  will  happen  again 
and  again  that  your  best  intentions  and  efforts  are  unappreciated, 
and  the  young  man  who  came  to  you  in  great  distress,  not  know- 
ing where  his  next  meal  was  coming  from,  and  obtained  a  com- 
fortable position  through  your  instrumentality,  has  forgotten  his 
benefactor,  and  never  frequents  your  rooms,  until  perchance  an- 
other revolution  in  his  fortunes  brings  him  to  you  again.  In  such 
trials  it  might  be  well  to  remember  how  our  Father  in  heaven 
deals  with  us  when  we  err.  But  there  are  many  to  rise  up  and 
thank  you  with  all  their  hearts — many  who  nave  been  saved  from 
probable  ruin ;  many  who  have  been  lifted  from  despondency,  and 
their  feet  planted  on  the  road  to  honorable,  distinguished  success* 
and  many  we  believe  have,  through  this  instrumentality,  found 
what  is  of  infinitely  more  value,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


FIDELITY. 

[The  following  is  an  abstract  of  an  article  from  "A  Friend," 
which  was  too  long  for  our  space. — Ed.] 

"Fidelity  is  a  duty  imposed  on  all,  and  embraces  faithfulness 
to  God,  to  ourselves,  and  to  our  fellow-men.  The  young  man  who 
neglects  the  servioe  of  his  Creator,  or  disregards  the  interests  of 
his  employer,  is  unfaithful,  however  careful  he  may  be  of  himself. 
Mere  presence  at  our  post  is  not  enough.  Activity,  if  aimless  and 
unsteady,  will  not  do ;  positive,  strenuous  action  is  required,  a 
diligent  performance  of  every  obligation  is  demanded.  Every 
position  in  life  has  its  peculiar  responsibilities,  and  we  are  bound 
in  faithful  diligence,  and  in  watchful  persevering  effort,  to  dis- 
charge them."  

Spiritual  Power  Needed.— "Che  Holy  Spirit  is  able  to 
make  the  Word  as  successful  now  as  in  the  days  of  the  Apostles. 
He  can  bring  in  by  hundreds  and  thousands  as  easily  as  by  ones 
and  twos.  The  reason  why  we  are  not  more  prosperous  is,  that 
we  have  not  the  Holy  Spirit  with  us  in  might  and  power  as  in 
early  times.  If  we  had  the  Spirit  sealing  our  ministry  with 
power,  it  would  signify  very  little  about  our  talent.  Men  might 
be  poor  and  uneducated ;  their  words  might  be  broken  and  un- 
grammatical ;  there  might  be  none  of  the  polished  periods  of  Hall 
or  glorious  thunders  of  Chalmers ;  but  if  the  might  of  the  Spirit 
attended  them,  the  humblest  evangelist  would  be  more  successful 
than  the  most  eloquent  of  preachers.  It  is  extraordinary  grace, 
not  talent,  that  wins  the  day.  It  is  extraordinary  spiritual  pow- 
ers that  we  need.  Oh!  we  know  some  before  whom  we  shrink  into 
nothing  as  to  talent,  but  who  have  no  spiritual  power,  and  when 
they  speak  they  have  not  the  Holy  Spirit  with  them ;  but  we  know 
others,  simple-hearted  men,  who  speak  their  country  dialect,  and 
who  stand  up  to  preach  in  their  country  place,  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  clothes  every  word  with  power.  Hearts  are  broken,  souls  are 
saved  and  sinners  are  born  again.  O  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  we 
want  thee  I  Thou  art  the  life,  the  soul,  the  source  of  Thy  people's 
success.  Without  Thee  they  can  do  nothing ;  with  Thee  they  can 
do  everything.— Spurgeon, 
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CONVENTIONS. 

Connecticut.—  Waterbury. 

New-Hampshire.—  Manchester. 

Nova  Scotia.—  Halifax,  September  5th. 

Ohio. —  Toledo,  November  15th  to  17th. 

Pennsylvania. —  Carlisle,  September  13th. 


The  Executive  Committee  desires  to  say,  In  justice  to  itself, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  August  that  sufficient  us. 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lowell  Convention  had  been  re- 
ceived to  justify  them  in  beginning  to  print.  Since  that 
time,  the  work  has  been  going  steadily  and  rapidly  forward. 


securing  all  necessary  funds  while  they  work  judiciously.  la 
it  because  Christian  young  men  refuse  to  work?  No ;  they  very 
seldom  refuse  when  they  have  intelligent  and  reliable  leaders 
to  shosv  tliem  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it.  Bat  it  is  just  foi 
the  want  of  such  leaders  that  so  many  Associations  fail,  and  it 
is  just  the  want  of  such  leaders  that  prevents  the  organization 
•f  new  Associations  in  many  places.  Mr.  Weidensall,  who 
has  had  much  to  do  with  forming  new  Associations  and  dis- 
turbing the  sleep  of  old  ones,  has  frequently  been  told  by  in- 
fluential Christian  men  that  they  had  long  seen  the  need  of  an 
Association,  but  that  there  was  no  one  in  the  place  that  knew 
how  to  manage  it,  and  that  if  he  would  send  them  a  superin- 
tendent or  manager,  they  would  gladly  raise  the  money  to  pay 
his  salary  and  carry  on  an  Association ;  and  he  often  finds  old 
Associations  standing  still,  their  whole  force  idle,  and  all 
their  machinery  motionless  for  want  of  a  competent  engineer. 
If  we  had  men  properly  trained  and  qualified  to  fill  these 
places,  the  number  of  our  Associations  would  be  doubled  in 
a  few  years,  and  their  efficiency  would  be  ten  times  doubled. 
How  can  we  have  a  constant  supply  of  suitable  men  unless  we 
educate  themf 


CINCINNATI  AHEAD. 

More  intelligent  management  of  our  Associations  is  need- 
ed; we  should  have  men  thoroughly  trained  for  the  purpose. 
For  this  reason,  we  consider  the  proposed  Conference  of  Gen- 
eral Secretaries,  Superintendents,  and  Agents  to  be  of  vital 
importance,  and  we  hope  the  generous  invitation  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati Association  will  be  accepted,  and  arrangements  made 
at  once,  in  order  that  the  Conference  may  be  fully  attended 
and  abundantly  successful.  "A  real  Cincinnati  welcome" 
means  (we  speak  from  experience)  a  hearty  reception,  con- 
stant attention,  a  good  deal  to  eat,  and  a  most  careful  regard 
for  the  comfort  of  those  (provided  they  are  discreet  about 
eating)  on  whom  it  is  bestowed. 


"We  learn  from  San  Francisco  that  the  decision  of  the  Con- 
vention to  meet  there  next  year  gives  very  great  satisfaction. 
A  hearty  welcome  is  promised. 


An  earnest  communication  from  a  member  of  the  Portland 
Associatfon,  on  indecent  pictorial  publications,  will  be  found 
on  another  page.  It  calls  the  attention  of  our  Associations 
to  an  evil  that  surges  up  to  their  very  doors,  and  it  appeals  to 
them  to  suppress  it.  The  appeal  is  enforced,  in  a  way  we 
like,  by  showing  how  a  live  Association  has  already  done  this 
in  the  city  of  Portland. 


Bev.  J.  H.  Edwabds  delivered  a  most  excellent  and  in- 
structive address  on  "  Culture  by  Labor,"  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Erie,  Pa. 
It  should  be  read  by  every  pastor  and  Christian  young  man  in 
every  Christian  land.  "We  have  copied  the  report  of  it  fur- 
nished by  the  T.  11.  O.  A.,  a  capital  little  paper  published  by 
the  Erie  Association. 


A  TRAINING-SCHOOL  NEEDED. 

Why  do  so  many  Associations  die  every  year?  Is  it  because 
they  find,  after  a  few  months  or  years,  that  they  are  not  needed? 
No,  for  there  is  no  place  where  there  are  young  men  that  they 
are  not  needed.  Is  it  for  lack  of  funds?  No;  some  go  down 
with  money  in  the  treasury,  and  none  find  much  difficulty  in 


i  VALUE    OF    ASSOCIATION   NEWS, 

L.  8.  Stone,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  a  business  letter  to  the 
publisher  of  the  Association  Monthly,  says:  "The  July 
number  of  your  instructive  paper  has  just  come  to  hand,  and 
it  contains  so  muoh  of  value  to  all  Association  workers  that 
I  take  double  interest  in  its  perusal.  .  .  .  We  design  to 
follow  the  best  light  we  have,  and  snob,  reports  as  the  number 
before  me  contains  from  Cleveland  and  Dayton,  O.,  and  of 
the  Convention  at  Lowell,  are  great  aids.  May  God  grant 
you  success,  and  a  blessing  on  the  good  words  yon  send  out 
from  month  to  month." 

There  are  Associations  all  through  the  country  that  need 
encouragement;  there  are  others  that  need  advice,  and  others 
that  need  instruction.  Without  something  to  stimulate  these 
Associations  to  action,  they  will  stand  still  or  move  but  slowly ; 
without  something  to  guide  them,  they  will  waste  much  time 
and  energy  in  by-paths  and  unprofitable  effort.  There  are  Asso- 
ciations, like  Dayton  and  Cleveland,  an  account  of  whose  daily 
work  furnishes  the  very  encouragement,  advice,  and  instruction 
needed,  but  without  some  medium  of  intercommunication,  this 
food  for  which  Associations  are  languishing  and  dying  would 
go  to  waste. 

To  be  such  a  medium,  the  Monthly  was  ordered  into  exist- 
ence. The  value  of  such  a  medium  the  above  communication 
shows,  but  it  is  a  thankless  task  to  convince  those  that  it  is 
such  a  medium  who  neglect  to  read  it  because  it  is  not  some- 
thing else.  It  certainly  would  be  unpleasant  far  a  host,  after 
providing  his  guests  with  good  roast  beef,  to  be  compelled  ta 
explain  to  them  at  every  meal  that  beef  was  nourishing;  to 
keep  them  from  whining  for  syllabub. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Depot  Reading-Rooms. 

Cleveland,  O.,  August  13th,  1872. 

Mb.  Editor  :  Oar  Association  holds  two  open-air  services  each 
Sunday  afternoon — one  in  oar  pablie  sqaare,  at  fire  o'clock  p.m., 
Immediately  after  oar  services  close  in  the  rooms ;  the  other  is 
held  at  half-past  six  o'clock,  on  the  bank  of  Lake  Erie.  We  have 
been  greatly  encouraged  by  a  large  attendance,  and  the  hopeful 
conversion  of  two  men  who  had  not  entered  a  church  for  years. 
At  the  close  of  these  services  it  is  not  uncommon  for  tome  wife 
who  has  an  intemperate  husband  to  ask  that  some  one  call  at  the 
home,  and  try  to  persuade  him  to  come  to  Christ.  Oar  room 
work  is  in  a  good  condition.  The  great  heat  of  summer  does  not 
prevent  young  men  from  reading  at  our  rooms.  Our  religious 
services  are  as  well  sustained  as  in  winter,  especially  oar  Satur- 
day and  Sunday  meetings.  Oar  noon  meeting  has  averaged 
twenty-five  daily  for  the  past  two  months.  Our  delegates  came 
home  from  the  Lowell  Convention  to  work.  What  *  bond  of 
Christian  fellowship  God  is  cementing  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of 
our  young  men  1    We  need  more  love  for  Jesus  in  our  daily  life. 

I  send  you  a  report  of  our  railway  branch,  for  July,  which  will 
give  you  some  idea  of  our  work  among  railway  employes  and 
travellers  resting  in  our  Union  Depot  daring  train  hours.  God 
is  wonderfully  blessing  us  In  thW  department  of  Christian  labor. 
It  needs  to  be  visited  to  be  appreciated.  The  reading-room  is 
well  supplied  with  magazines,  periodicals,  and  newspapers.  Oar 
library  numbers  about  800  volumes,  and  was  the  first  depot  li- 
brary formed  in  America.  Christian  men  anywhere  can  add  to 
It.  Wehope  the  time  may  soon  come  when  all  our  railroad  com- 
panies will  fit  up  similar  rooms  for  their  employes.  Cleveland  is 
wide-awake,  and  we  hope,  by  God's  blessing,  to  move  upon  the 
strongholds  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  lead  young  men  to  Christ. 
Very  truly  yours,  Lang  Shsaff,  General  Secretary. 

[The  following  is  the  report  referred  to  above. — Ed.] 
BAILWAT  BRANCH  T.  M.  C.  A.  READING-ROOM. 

REGULAR  MONTHLY  REPORT  FOB  JULY,  1873. 

Mb.  President  and  Brethren  of  the  Association  :  It  is 
with  feelings  of  gratitude  that  your  committee  present  their  first 
monthly  report  of  progress,  realising  the  importance  of  the  work 
and  the  magnitude  of  the  field.  Already  we  begin  to  see  the 
fruit  appear  that  bespeaks  a  rich  harvest  in  the  future.  During 
the  month  past,  fourteen  hundred  and  two  persons  visited  the 
reading-room,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety  visited  the  Sunday  af- 
ternoon meetings — a  total  of  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  for 
the  month.  The  railroad  employes  are  improving  the  opportu- 
nity offered  for  reading  and  writing,  and  as  the  knowledge  of 
this  privilege  extends,  your  Committee  expect  a  much  larger  at- 
tendance. One  instance  will  suffice  to  show  how  the  room  is  ap- 
preciated :  A  man  employed  on  one  of  the  freight-trains  came  in 
and  asked  for  writing  materials,  which  were  furnished  him,  and 
he  wrote  his  letters,  and  then  with  tears  in  his  eyes  thanked  the 
superintendent,  and  spoke  of  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  in  the 
relief  from  temptation.  He  said :  "  Before  to-day  my  letters  have 
been  written  in  saloons,  and  cost  me  three  or  four  glasses  of  beer 
before  they  were  finished ;  now  I  am  free  from  the  beer  and  its 
bad  influence,  and  have  my  money  in  my  pocket,  and  feel  like  a 
better  man.    Oh  t  how  nice  such  a  room  as  this  is  1" 

One  railroad-man  has  been  led  to  accept  Christ  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Sunday  meeting.  On  the  36th,  many  of  an  exclu- 
sion party  from  the  towns  on  the  Columbus  road  visited  the 
room,  and  the  pleasant  recollections  of  the  time  spent  there  may 
prove  to  be  seed  sown  by  the  wayside.  During  the  month,  two 
men — James  Malone,  of  the  Lake  Shore,  and  Charles  Brown,  of 
the  Pittsburg  road — were  Injured.  Brown  died  from  his  injuries. 
Eleven  visits  were  made  to  these  men  at  their  homes,  and  every- 
thing done  that  could  be,  and  the  sympathy  and  care  of  the  As- 
sociation tendered  and  gratefully  received  (especially  in  Brown's 
family,  who  were  left  needy).  It  is  confidently  hoped  that  much 
good  will  be  accomplished  in  this  branch  of  work,  and  many 
hearts  led  to  look  to  "  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  souls."  The  rail- 
road companies  have  put  a  porter  in  the  room  to  take  care  of  it, 
and  this  will  enable  the  superintendent  to  visit  the  railroad-men 
in  their  shops.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  a  thorough 
canvass  of  all  the  railroad-shops  and  round-houses  in  the  city, 
and  for  a  distribution  of  tracts  and  papers  among  the  men  and  on 
the  trains  leaving  the  city,  which  will  be  put  in  operation  as 


soon  as  possible.  Five  hundred  copies  of  the  Cleveland  Pul- 
pit have  been  distributed  on  the  trains  during  the  month — 
the  sermon  by  Dr.  Eells,  subject :  "  The  sinner  destroys  himself." 
Two  men  have  signed  the  temperance  pledge.  Donations  have 
been  made  of  the  Ohio  Farmer  and  The  Standard  of  the  Cross 
(Episcopal),  which  are  now  regularly  received.  Meetings  of  the 
Railway  Branch  Committee  are  held  the  first  and  third  Wednes- 
day evenings  of  each  month. 

The  library  is  an  especial  object  of  attention,  and  is  being  in- 
creased by  donations  of  books  from  time  to  time.  The  Commit- 
tee expect  soon  to  have  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  vol- 
umes. Your  Committee  ask  the  prayers  and  assistance  in  their 
work  of  every  member  of  the  Association. 

Respectfully  submitted,  H.  A.  Sherwln. 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
Geo.  W.  Cobh, 

Cleveland,  August  1st,  1873.  Sup't  Reading-Room. 


General  Secretaries'  Conference, 

Cincinnati,  August  8th,  1873. 
T.  A.  Nelson,  Pres.  General  Secretaries'  Association. 

Mr  Dear  Brother  :  For  the  purpose  of  mutual  conference, 
and  the  formation  of  more  successful  plans  of  work  by  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association's  of  oar  country,  I  beg  leave,  in  behalf 
of  the  Cincinnati  Association,  to  invite  all  the  paid  General  Secre- 
taries, Agents,  Superintendents,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  to  meet  in  convention  at  this  city  daring  the 
month  of  January  or  February,  1878.  We  shall  give  you  a  real 
"  Cincinnati  welcome,"  and  expect  a  great  blessing  from  the  Mas- 
ter, should  you  be  able  to  come.  Will  you  please  communicate 
with  the  members  of  the  General  Secretaries'  Association,  and  ar- 
range programme,  date,  and  such  other  plans  as  you  may  deem 
best  J  In  the  bonds  of  Christ, 

A.  C.  Scott,  Superintendent. 


Notes  from  the  Field, 


YIATOB. 


We  take  the  train  at  Titosville  for  the  evening  meeting  at 
Warren,  forty  miles  distant.  Passing  through  the  flourishing 
towns  of  Corry  and  Irvington,  a  brief  glance  impresses  as  with 
the  great  need  of  these  fields  for  earnest,  active,  organized  Chris- 
tian work.  Much  has  already  been  done,  as  we  are  informed,  but 
the  Christian  people  need  to  concentrate  their  power  still  more 
for  the  great  work  of  the  future. 

Notwithstanding  an  intensely  cold  day,  the  hall  of  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Warren  (which  is  neatly  and  tastefully  arranged)  was 
comfortably  filled  for  the  opening  meeting.  The  peculiar  features 
of  these  meetings  were  depth  of  interest  and  tenderness  of  feeling 
—noticeable  in  all,  but  especially  in  the  last  one  held  in  the  spa- 
cious Presbyterian  church. 

Earnest,  hearty,  practical  words  of  counsel  and  comfort  from 
live  workmen  fresh  from  their  fields  of  labor  were  owned  of  God 
in  strengthening  the  faith  of  some  who  were  beginning  to  grow 
faint  in  the  service. 

There  was  a  noticeable  lack  of  animal  fervor  and  clap-trap  that 
frequently  mark  the  speeches  of  those  who  are  never  stirred  to- 
do  anything  until  they  are  called  upon  in  some  convention  to 
make  remarks.  The  lessons  impressed  upon  us  seemed  to  come 
from  a  depth  of  experience  that  could  only  come  from  communion 
with  Christ  and  actual  service  in  the  field. 

The  Association  at  Warren  has  seen  some  fruit  of  its  labor,  and 
all  the  brethren  need  there  is  to  have  more  faith  in  God's  willing- 
ness to  use  them  for  His  work  ;  and  their  present  prosperity  is  but 
a  very  small  earnest  of  that  which  awaits  them  in  the  future. 

Passing  down  the  Alleghany  River,  we  stop  for  a  few  hours  at 
Tidionte,  famous  as  being  the  centre  of  Association  work  for  the 
"  oil  regions."  They  were  organized  nearly  ten  years  ago,  and  a 
wondrous  work  has  been  done  in  that  brief  time.  We  drove  out 
to  one  of  their  mission  buildings,  three  miles  from  the  town.  A 
suitable  building  has  been  erected  for  their  purposes,  Where  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  conduct  regular  services.  Their 
report  for  the  year  1873  lies  before  me,  and  in  it  I  read — fifty-two 
conversions  I  They  also  have  another  mission  building  still 
further  oat  in  the  country,  where  similar  services  are  held.  This 
work  is  being  dove  by  an  earnest,  patient,  bold.  Godfearing  band 
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of  young  men,  who  hare  borne  the  yoke  of  self-denial  with  won- 
drous perseverance.  They  were  then  in  sorrow  over  the  loss  of 
their  leader,  as  they  were  wont  to  call  Maj.  E.  W.  Matthews,  who 
had  then  removed  still  farther  down  the  river  to  Foxbarg. 

They  were  resigned  to  the  loss,  feeling  that  there  was  some 
good  purpose  in  bis  removal.  A  .few  months  have  passed  away 
since  then,  and  to-day  I  receive  a  letter  from  Maj.  Matthew*,  stat- 
ing, "  Dear  brother,  come  np  to  Foxbarg  and  help  as  dedicate 
oar  new  Association  building."  His  removal  from  Tidioate  result- 
ed in  the  organization  of  the  Association.  Earnest  workers,  in- 
fused by  bis  magnetism,  have  gathered  around  him,  and  the  As- 
sociation of  Foxbarg  is  a  token  of  future  work  in  that  region. 

Starting  down  the  river  from  Tidioute,  we  reach  "Oil  City  "  in 
time  to  see  the  train  for  Parker's  Landing  (whither  we  are  bound) 
starting  one  minute  too  soon  for  us  to  reach  it.  We  calmly  wait 
three  hoars  longer  for  the  next,  being  assured  by  one  of  our  number, 
whose  faith  in  a  special  providence  is  very  great,  that  our  detention 
is  for  some  good  cause.  We  are  not  long  waiting  for  the  train, 
when  one  of  our  number,  fall  of  the  great  theme  of  oar  convec 
ttons,  "  personal  work  for  Christ,"  strikes  acquaintance  with  a 
young  man  on  his  way  home  from  the  "  oil  regions  "  to  spend  the 
holidays.  He  finds  the  opportunity  to  ask  him  the  all-important 
question :  "  Are  you  a  Christian  t"  "  No,  sir."  "  Did  any  one  ever 
speak  to  you  personally  abo.  t  it  V  "  No,  sir."  "Are  your  parents 
living  t"  "  Yes,  my  lather  is  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian  church. 
I  have  four  brothers  living :  none  of  them  are  professors  of  religion. 
No  person  has  ever  said  anything  to  us  about  it.  I  have  been 
thinking  about  this  matter,  and  have  made  up  my  mind  to  go 
down,  in  two  or  three  weeks  from  now,  to  the  Methodist  revival 
meetings  below  our  place,  and  get  religion."  "  My  dear  sir,  you 
can  find  Christ  without  waiting  two  or  three  weeks  to  attend 
meetings.  Ton  can  find  Him  now— yes,  before  you  get  up  from 
this  seat.  All  He  wants  you  to  do  is  to  allow  Him  to  find  you. 
You  have  been  hiding  from  Him.  Yes,  He  is  right  here  waiting 
to  take  you  to  Himself,  and  bless  you  with  a  full  and  free  salva- 
tion. Don't  wait.  Find  Him  now."  "Can  IT  Light  broke  in 
upon  the  benighted  soul,  and  he  began  to  realise  for  the  first  time 
the  joyful  troth  that  it  was  not  by  attending  meetings  or  looking 
to  others  that  he  was  to  find  Jesus,  but  by  accepting  Him  by  faith 
as  his  own  Saviour.  "  Oh  I"  says  he, "  I  am  determined  this  night 
to  give  myself  to  Christ ;  I  know  I  have  been  a  great  sinner,  bat 
His  mercy  is  great  enough  to  forgive,  and  He  is  strong  enough  to 
keep  me  from  falling.  When  I  go  back  to  Emlenton,  I  mean,  by 
His  grace,  to  lead  a  different  life."  The  brethren  at  Parker's  Land- 
ing by  this  time  are  disappointed  at  not  meeting  us  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  first  train.  Bat  what  recks  it  when  one  more 
precious  soul  has  been  brought  very  near  to  the  "  Lamb  of  God"T 
Would  that  the  detention  of  every  one  who  has  resolved  to  speak 
for  Jesus  might  be  fruitful  in  such  blessed  results. 

In  due  time  we  are  at  Parker's  Landing,  the  famous  centre  for 
the  lower"  oil  country."  Anditdoesnot  take  long  to  be  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  if  the  Association  does  not  flourish  here,  it  is  not 
because  it  is  not  needed ;  and  the  reason  it  does  not  flourish  is  be- 
cause it  needs  it  a  great  deal  worse  than  it  wants  it.  Notwithstand- 
ing, in  this  place  of  utter  worldliness  some  sterling  spirits  are  found, 
who  have  passed  through  the  alembic  of  fiery  trial  and  temptation, 
and  have  come  out  "  pure  gold  "  mete  for  the  Master's  use.  Long 
may  He  use  them  for  His  glory  in  this  godless  place  I  There  is 
no  church  on  the  Flat  (which  is  Parker's  Landing),  we  are  told. 
The  place  of  meeting  is  up  on  the  hill  at  Lawrenceburg,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  The  churches  are  all  located  there. 
We  wearily  plod  our  way  to  the  place  of  meeting  in  time  to  find 
the  brethren  about  concluding  to  give  up  our  arrival.  Encour- 
aged by  our  presence,  a  refreshing  devotional  meeting  is  held, 
and  then  the  plan  for  a  three  days'  meeting  is  matured.  The 
brethren  assure  as  this  is  the  most  entire  missionary  ground  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  we  are  not  slow  to  believe  it.  And 
then  the  great  problem  that  has  vexed  many  wiser  heads,  "  how 
to  reach  the  masses  "  (with  us  of  Parker's  Landing),  began  to  re- 
volve tat  our  minds,  until  we  are  drawn  to  the  strength  and  light 


giving  Jesus  to  use  us  and  oar  plans  for  His  own  name's  sake. 
On  week-days  we  did  not  reach  the  masses.  None  but  the  few 
earnest,  patient  workers  of  the  place  came  to  the  meetings.  But 
their  assurances  of  new  comfort  and  strength  gathered  from  the 
earnest  prayers  and  the  enlightened  and  stimulating  discussion 
of  the  topics  richly  repaid  the  effort. 

One  suggests  that  on  Sabbath  we  must  get  <"o  vn  on  the  Flat 
and  hold  a  meeting.  "Where  shall  we  meetT"  cries  another.  "Oh  I  we 
most  find  a  place."  And  when  two  o'clock  on  Sabbath  afternoon 
came  around  we  -  ere  invited  to  go  down  to  the  largest  billiard- 
saloon  of  the  place,  where  the  meeting  was  to  be  held. 

Words  would  fail  to  convey  the  impressions  made  upon  my 
mind  as  the  motley  crowd  passed  through  one  by  one,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  long,  narrow  hall,  many  of  whom  had  long  since 
eeased  to  hear  the  "  Gospel  sound."  Each  countenance  betrayed 
what  was  uppermost  in  the  mind.  Some,  wonder;  others,  curiosity; 
a  very  few,  seriousness  and  desire  to  hear.  A  few  familiar  hymns 
were  sang  at  the  door,  and  from  a  multitude  of  doors  and  win- 
dows, up  and  down  either  side  of  the  street,  heads  were  protruded, 
eagerly  catching  the  strange  yet  familiar  sounds  of  hymn-tunes 
that  many  had  learned  in  childhood,  when  they  were  surrounded 
by  a  different  atmosphere.  The  services  were  brief,  spirited,  and 
pointed.  Jesus  was  held  up  in  all  His  ability  and  willingness  to 
save  every  one  in  the  house.  The  look  of  cariosity  and  wonder  in 
the  faces  of  many  gave  place  to  that  of  Intense  interest ;  and  among 
that  throng  of  upturned  faces  I  saw  a  stray  tear  course  down  the 
bloated  cheek  of  one  who  had  doubtless  seen  better  days ;  and 
when  with  united  voice  all  joined  in  singing, 

u  Jojm,  lorer  of  my  soul. 
Let  me  to  Thy  bosom  fly. 
While  the  billows  near  me  roll, 
While  the  tempest  sttH  is  high," 

the  moistened  eyes  of  many  in  that  rude  company  told  of  inward! 
struggling,  and  a  latent  longing  for  a  better  way  than  the  hard 
road  of  the  transgressor,  in  which  many  of  them  were  tusi  travel- 
ling. _______ 

The  Boston  Association  "At  Home"  after  Sept.  1st, 

[The  following  very  gratifying  intelligence  is  from  L  P.  Bow- 
land,  the  ever-active  General  Secretary  of  the  Boston  Associa- 
tion.—Ed.] 

For  fifteen  years  we  have  been  talking  about  a  building,  and 
have  made  four  unsuccessful  attempts.  God  alone  gives  us  our 
present  success.  Our  new  building  is  on  the  corner  of  Elliot  and 
Tremont  streets,  close  to  the  Common,  on  a  great  thoroughfare 
which  is  daily  improving.  It  is  48  feet  by  118,  four  stories,  of 
brick,  with  freestone  trimmings.  There  are  four  stores  on  the 
street,  one  of  which  we  shall  occupy  with  our  employment  depart- 
ment, or  a  good  restaurant,  furnishing  refreshments  at  cost.  On 
the  floor  above  the  stores  are  the  library-room  for  16,000  volumes. 
Secretary's  office,  reading-room,  40  feet  by  40,  and  parlor  of  the 
same  else.  On  the  next  are  the  hall,  40  feet  by  80,  and  committee- 
rooms,  and  on  the  next  the  gymnasium,  40  feet  by  80,  in  perfect 
condition  for  use.  We  have  paid  all  but  $60,000 ;  we  value  the 
building  at  about  $  150,000.  We  are  at  work  now  raising  money  to 
pay  the  debt.  We  expect  to  do  this  by  January.  Subscriptions  be- 
yond our  best  expectations  have  been  received.  We  propose  to 
have  a  fund  by  March,  of  $25,000.  We  are  to  have  another  fair 
in  February  next.  I  am  sorry  to  write  in  such  haste,  but  all  my 
moments  are  filled  up,  and  work  presses  hard.  I  am  camping 
oat  with  my  family  on  Manchester  (Mass.)  beach,  near  the  resi- 
dence of  the  new  President  of  our  Association,  Russell  Sturgis,  Jr., 
and  with  him  am  having  blessed  meetings  in  the  open  air  every 
Sabbath  evening.  Three  or  four  hundred  attend  each  evening, 
with  good  results.  We  also  hold  a  meeting  at  the  Poor-farm, 
which  is  very  profitable.  I  hear  grand  news  from  several  sections 
of  the  State,  in  regard  to  the  open-air  work  this  summer.  Marble- 
head  is  doing  a  glorious  work.  The  young  men  or  boys  and  young 
i  misses  do  the  speaking  and  singing,  and  it  is  very  well  received. 
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I  wish  we  had  a  man  to  go  through  the  whole  State,  arousing  the 
Associations,  and  showing  them  how  to  do  the  Lord's  work. 


To  tub  Editor  of  the  Monthly:  Tour  notice  of  Laieu*  in. 
the  July  number  of  the  Monthly  induced  me  to  read  it.  I  en- 
joyed it  mush ;  hut,  thinking  it  over  a  few  days  after,  I  discov- 
ered that  Mr.  Abbott  ought  to  have  consulted  me  before  publish- 
ing it.  Having  been  occupied  with  his  Bible,  his  commentaries, 
and  his  sermons,  he,  of  course,  never  has  had  time  to  read  novels 
much ;  if  he  bad,  he  would  have  known  that  the  Allegory  of  John 
Banyan  and  the  Parables  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  though  strong 
in  themselves,  are  bat  weak  arguments  in  favor  of  modern 
novels ;  and  I  could  have  told  him  before  as  well  as  now  that 
most  of  the  novels  written  by  skeptics  to  bring  religion  into  dis- 
repute have  described  Mr.  Hardcap  over  and  over  again.  So  it 
would  have  been  better  for  him,  being  an  orthodox  clergyman,  to 
have  taken  him  quietly  into  his  Bible-class,  instead  of  exhibiting 
him  as  a  specimen  Christian. 

The  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mapleson  is  a  fine  picture  of  the 
ideal  pastor,  while  the  portraits  of  Revs.  Mr.  Work,  Dr.  Argure, 
and  Mr.  Uncannon  are  equally  fine,  and  life-like. 

Young  Kuen  will  find  it  an  interesting  book  to  read,  and  much 
in  it  to  teach  them  how  to  work  for  the  Master ;  but  they  must 
be  careful  auJ  not  let  it  persuade  them  that  thoy  are  too  imbecile 
to  listen  to  info  sermons  a  day,  or  that  the  parable  of  the  prodi- 
gal son  teachoo  them  to  read  novels,  or  that  all  women  are  such 
intelligent  angels  as  Jennie  Laicus,  or  that  Christianity  makes 
men  ignorant,  narrow-minded,  unfeeling,  stingy,  obstinate  fools, 
like  Hardcap,  or  that  skepticism  makes  them  lovely,  wise,  good, 
kind,  faithful,  believing,  trusting  Christians,  like  Gear. 

Deacon  B.  Sharp. 


To  the  Editor  op  the  Monthly  :  "  Oar  Platform"  pleases 
me  much.  /It  is  true  it  puts  the  Monthly  on  a  pretty  high 
horse,  but  I  have  examined  the  animal,  and  he  seems  to  be  sound 
in  every  joint ;  his  backbone  is  a  specimen  of  strength — no  gum- 
elastic  there.  It  certainly  is  no  part  of  the  work  of  the  Month- 
ly to  furnish  sentimental  stories  or  thrilling  incidents  of  the  im- 
agination to  assist  the  idle  in  addling  their  brains  and  wasting 
their  time.  It  is  a  noble  object  to  furnish  the  Associations  with 
thoughts  and  facts  that  will  aid  them  in  the  work  of  reaching, 
elevating,  *nd  Christianizing  young  men.  It  would  be  well  if 
all  of  our  periodical  literature  was  designed  to  instruct  those 
who  read  't,  rather  than  merely  to  attract  them,  and  secure  their 
subscriptions.  ___^_  **•  *"• 

Indecent  Pictorials. 

mrr  Portland,  Me.,  August,  1878. 

OoR  hearts  hav,e  been  made  glad  by  what  has  been  accomplish- 
ed through  one  young  man  in  suppressing  the  traffic  in  obscene 
books.  But  the  country  is  still  flooded  by  a  certain  class  of  pic- 
torials whose  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  young  is  most  per- 
nicious. They  are  circulated  in  the  cars,  exposed  in  windows, 
and  spread  upon  counters  in  great  profusion,  They  are  more  dan- 
gerous even  than  these  books,  because  more  numerous,  and  being 
with  others  of  a  better  class,  they  have  a  certain  show  of  respecta- 
bility ;  but  the  mind  is  polluted  by  them,  and  a  morbid  desire 
created  for  something  worse.  What  shall  be  done  to  exterminate 
this  moral  evil  1  We  reply  that  the  best  move  would  be  to  at- 
tack it  at  the  fountain-head,  before  it  begins  its  blighting  journey 
to  the  remote  corners  of  our  country.  Let  the  publishers  feel 
the  full  penalty  of  the  law,  if  law  will  reach  them,  and  compel 
them  to  abandon  this  business. 

But  let  those  who  live  far  away  from  these  centres  of  corruption 
not  wait  for  this  movement,  bat  begin  tlte  work  in  their  own 
vicinity  at  once.  Let  each  do  what  he  can  to  starve  these  pub- 
lishers and  beggar  their  business  by  preventing  the  sale  of  their 
publications.    This  is  a  legitimate  work  of  the  Association,  as 


bid  us  God-speed  in  the  effort.  All  good  men  will  sustain  and 
encourage  us.  It  will  not  be  an  experiment.  Syracuse  and 
Portland  have  successfully  accomplished  it. 

At  Portland  the  subject  was  introduced  at  one  of  our  business 
meetings,  and,  after  some  discussion  and  a  little  opposition,  was 
referred  to  a  committee  to  carry  out,  with  full  power  to  prose- 
cute, if  necessary.  Tb*,dealers  were  visited,  and  in  a  kind  man- 
ner the  evils  of  the  business  were  pointed  out,  and  they  w«m 
urged  to  abandon  the  sale  of  these  pictorials;  at  the  same  time 
they  were  led  to  infer  that,  unless  they  acceded  to  our  wishes, 
the  full  penalty  of  the  law  would  be  visited  upon  them.  Some 
readily  complied,  while  others  hesitated,  but,  at  last,  all  assented, 
and  for  the  last  three  months  the  public  sales  of  these  papers 
have  been  very  effectually  stopped:  There  have  been  some  se- 
cret sales,  doubtless,  but  the  committee  are  on  the  alert  to  stop 
even  these.  The  Association  now  looks  upon  this  effort  as  on* 
of  the  grandest  they  ever  undertook  for  the  young  men  of  on* 
city. 

Here  then  is  a  work  at  the  doors  of  even  the  smallest  Associa- 
tion, for  there  is  hardly  a  hamlet  where  this  moral  poison  does 
not  penetrate.  It  does  not  call  for  large  numbers,  for  even  on* 
courageous  young  man  is  sufficient  to  accomplish  it.  Local  pa- 
pen  will  be  found  willing  to  assist  other  Associations,  as  they  did 
ours.  Money  will  be  proffered  if  it  is  required,  and  all  will  be 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  h. 


Buffalo  "Stamping  OuV>  the  Licentious  Press. 

L  G.  Jenkins,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Buffalo  Associa- 
tion, writes : 

"  We  hope  in  a  few  weeks  to  have  a  draught  of  the  building  we 
propose  to  erect.  Our  work  at  present,  aside  from  the  effort  for 
the  building,  is  the  suppression  of  immoral  literature  in  our  city. 
Brother  Comstock  made  us  a  visit  shortly  after  the  Convention 
at  Lowell,  and  laid  before  a  special  meeting,  called  at  the  office  of 
our  President,  facts  which  led  to  immediate  action.  We  drew  up 
and  circulated  this  petition : 

"To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Buffalo : 

"  Gentlemen  :  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Buffalo,  do  pe- 
tition your  honorable  body  to  pass  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the 
sale  of  the  following  periodicals  :  The  Day'*  Doings,  New  Vari- 
eties, Police  New*,  Dramatic  News,  and  Police  Gazette,  which  are 
mediums  for  advertising  the  most  licentious  and  obscene  books 
pictures,  and  goods.  ' 

"  We  deem  them  indecent  publications,  and  destructive  to  the 
public  morals.  We  therefore  request  your  honorable  body  to  take 
immediate  measures  to  suppress  the  sale  of  the  same  at  the  vari. 
ous  news  depots  in  the  city,  and  all  others  of  a  like  nature. 

"  Signed  by  J.  B^Wentworth,  E.  L.  Hedstrom,  and  147  other*. 

"  This  resulted  in  the  following  special  and  stringe-it,  ordinance 
being  passed  by  the  Common  Council,  and  we  shall  *-e  that  it  ia 
enforced: 

"  Buffalo,  Tuesday  Evening,  August  I3th,  1878 
CHAPTER  XXIIL 
"Of  the  sale  of  obscene  and  indecent  books  and  papers. 

"  Section  1.  No  person  shall  sell,  expose,  or  offer  for  sale  within 
the  city  of  Buffalo,  any  book,  newspaper,  or  other  printed  sheet 
or  paper,  which  shall  contain  any  indecent,  vulgar,  obscene  or  im- 
moral picture,  article,  or  printed  matter  of  any  kind,  or  which  shall 
contain  any  advertisement  of  any  immoral,  indecent,  vulgar,  or  ob- 
scene book,  print,  picture  or  circular,  or  any  advertisement  notice 
or  offer  to  sell,  give  away,  or  dispose  of  in  any  manner,  any  article 
which  is  intended  for  any  immoral,  obscene,  or  indeeent  use. 

"  8.  Any  person  who  shall  offend  against  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  preceding-  section  shall,  upon  conviction,  pay  a  fine  of  not  lass 
than  twenty-five,  nor  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 

"Adopted." 


A  Good  Rule  for  Travellers.— It  is  a  good  and  safe  rule 
to  sojourn  in  every  place  as  if  you  meant  to  spend  your  life  there, 
never  omitting  an  opportunity  of  doing  a  kindness,  or  speaking  a 
true  word,  or  making  a  friend.  Seeds  thus  sown  by  the  wayside 
often  bring  forth  an  abundant  harvest.  You  might  so  spend 
, ,   „.      .  ,...-..!  ,.  .  jour  summer  among  the  people  that  they  and  their  descendants 

this  literature  acts  directly  upon  the  young  men  we  seek  to  save,  8honld  be  fcater^happi^throuah.  time  and  ete^nto^fa  your 
thereby  netitraDa^ia»nieafljreour  effort*.    The  churches  will  I  works  and  your  example.  'tT  H"h~t    OOOlf 
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mi  or  moiiiTiiit. 

Items  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topic*  will  fee 
specially  weleone  t 

1.  New  feature*  In  the  work.  8.  News  of  Conventions. 
3.  Interesting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  groo'd  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  of  As- 
sociations In  the  local  press,  f .  Dm  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  sneeess  bare  been  achieved. 

taP  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  fee  sent  to  the  MONTH  I*Y 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  fee  mailed  to  ms  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 


CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco. — We  learn  from  a  correspondent  that  the 
Ban  Francisco  Association  is  prospering ;  but  that  it  is  hoping 
for  still  greater  success. 

ILLINOIS. 

Chicago.  —The  managers  of  the  Chicago  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  believe  the  time  has  come  for  a  complete  reor- 
ganisation of  its  various  departments  of  work.  They  have  issued 
a  areolar,  setting  forth  their  views,  and  asking  for  active  co-op- 
eration in  the  meetings,  and  generous  contributions  for  the  sup- 
port of  missionaries. 

Indiana. 

Indianapolis. — The  Indianapolis  Association  has  elected 
W.  8.  Wooten  Superintendent,  in  place  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  re- 
signed. Mr.  Wooten  is  a  well-known  business-man,  devoted  to 
the  work  of  the  Association,  long  one  of  its  most  active  members, 
and  ,cannot  fall  to  succeed  in  his  new  position.  He  will  take 
charge  of  the  Association  in  September. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore. — The  new  building  of  the  Baltimore  Association 
will  be  85  feet  on  Charles-street  and  185  on  Saratoga-street.  The 
first  floor  will  be  rented  for  stores,  so  that  the  Association  will  be 
self-sustaining.  All  the  remainder  of  the  building  will  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Association,  and  it  is  designed  to  make  it 
thoroughly  attractive,  and  in  every  way  fully  equal  to  similar  es- 
tablishments in  other  cities. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Boston. — The  Boston  Association  have  taken  possession  of 
their  new  house,  and,  better  still,  they  have  it  almost  paid  for.  It 
is  on  Tremont-street,  not  far  from  their  old  rooms,  and  in  a  locality 
where  real  estate  will  be  likely  to  increase  in  value.  They  feel 
that  the  way  is  now  open  for  a  still  more  aggressive  work  than 
they  have  ever  yet  done. 

Worcester. — This  Association  is  doing  much  work.  It  has 
eight  or  ten  permanent  out-stations,  where  it  holds  meetings  reg- 
ularly, besides  out-door  meetings  in  warm  weather.  The  officers 
of  the  Association  for  1872-3  are : 

President— George  C.  Whitney. 

Viee-Pretidtnt— Henry  H.  Merriam. 

Secretary— Roger  F.  Upham. 

Treasurer—  George  E.  Kendall. 

Librarian — Charles  B.  Knight. 

Auditor— J.  H.  Blgelow. 

Receipts  the  past  year,  $1784.36. 


Expenditures,  $1782.44. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Portsmouth. — A  correspondent  talks  to  us  (somewhat  inco- 
herently) about  the  death-stupor  of  the  Portsmouth  Association. 
We  fear  the  man  is  crazy.  We  know  the  Association  has  recently 
lost  one  of  its  best  members,  the  Hon.  Horton  D.  Walker,  but  that 
certainly  should  admonish  the  rest  to  work  with  increased  dili- 
gence while  the  day  lasts. 

NEW-JERSEY. 
Trenton. — The  sixteenth  anniversary  of  the  Trenton  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  the  State-street  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 


and  was  largely  attended  and  highly  interesting.  Prayer  was 
offered  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Atwood.  The  newly-elected  Presi- 
dent, Rev.  J.  C.  Brown,  presided.  In  his  introductory  remarks, 
he  referred  to  the  great  work  being  done  throughout  the 
world  by  Associations,  and  to  their  need  of  the  prayers,  counte- 
nance, and  support  of  Christian  people.  He  spoke  of  the  advan- 
tage of  a  library  to  the  thousands  of  young  men  who  have  visited 
the  rooms  during  the  past  year,  and  hoped  that  large  additions 
would  be  made  this  year  of  more  modern  literature.  Mr.  James 
Buchanan,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  read  the  annual  report, 
which  showed  the  society  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  total 
amount  received  through  the  year  was  $037.1 1 ;  paid  out,  $897.59 ; 
balance  in  hand,  $30.52.  The  number  of  active  members  is  220 ; 
associate,  80 ;  honorary,  25 ;  visitors  to  the  rooms  during  the  year, 
11,396  ;  volumes  in  library,  3500.  Judge  Scudder's  address  was 
practical,  and  was  well  received.  He  showed  the  excellence  of 
the  Association,  and  its  need  of  continued  support.  Tbe  Rev. 
Mr.  Kennedy  followed  with  some  very  instructive  remarks  on 
motive,  capacity,  and  opportunity.  The  Association  is  now  hold* 
ingfour  Sabbath  meetings:  one  at  the  almshouse,  another  at  the 
county  jail ;  with  two  open-air  services,  one  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  city,  the  other  in  Riverview  Cemetery,  where  hundreds 
are  found  every  Sunday  afternoon,  visiting  the  graves  of  relatives 
and  friends.  Besides  these,  a  daily  prayer-meeting  is  held  in  the 
rooms,  from  11T  a.m.  to  12  m. 

NEW- YORK. 

Albany. — Mr.  H.  L.  Gladding,  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  made  an  effort,  a  few  weeks  since,  to  secure 
free  baths  for  the  city.  He  now  proposes  to  give  the  poor  chil- 
dren a  free  excursion  and  picnic,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.    Mr.  Gladding  says: 

"  I  propose  to  give  about  one  thousand  of  these  neglected  ones 
a  fine  sail  on  the  river  and  a  deligatful  time  in  some  grove  (say 
about  twenty  miles  down),  with  a  splendid  dinner,  sports,  music, 
etc  I  want  them  to  see,  for  once  at  least  in  their  lives,  the  beau- 
tiful country  which  God  made,  and  to  give  them  a  day  of  such 
pleasure  that  the  remembrance  of  it  will  be  '  a  joy  forever.'  " 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  suggestion  has  been  re- 
ceived with  much  favor  by  many  of  the  citizens,  who  liberally 
responded  to  Mr.  Cladding's  appeal  for  funds. 

Brooklyn.— The  Brooklyn  Association  will  take  possession 
of  its  beautiful  and  spacious  new  rooms  in  a  few  days.  It  will 
occupy  all  above  the  ground  floor  of  three  splendid  four-story 
buildings. 

Buffalo.— 'The  Association  is  thoroughly  determined  to  have 
a  home  of  its  own,  and  it  is  laboring  for  this  with  a  toitt;  but 
this  does  not  keep  it  from  sustaining  a  multitude  of  meetings — 
open-air,  mission,  jail,  temperance,  etc.    Its  officers  are : 

President  -E.  L.  Hedstrom. 

1st  Vice-President—  J .  L.  Alberger. 

2d  Vice-President— W.  Woltge. 

3d  Vice-President— h.  W.  Moody. 

Recording  Secretary — A.  B.  NellL 

Corresponding  Secretary— \.  G.  Jenkins. 

Treasurer— Seth  W.  Warren. 

Lock/port.— The  Seventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  State  of  New- York  was  held 
at  Lockpbrt,  on  the  27th,  28th  and  29th  of  August.  The  Execu- 
tive Committee  presented  a  detailed  report  of  their  work,  and  the 
work  of  their  agent,  George  W.  Leonard,  Esq.  The  subject  of 
District  Conventions  was  considere-i,  and  the  following  topics 
were  discussed :  "  Our  Business  Affairs,"  "  Entertainments  and 
Social  Gatherings  :  how  and  why  shall  we  employ  them  1"  "  How 
can  we  best  do  Christian  work  ?  first,  within  our  organization ; 
and,  second,  by  means  of  our  organizations  in  the  community  at 
large :"  "  Ought  every  village  in  the  State  to  have  its  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  t"  An  essay  was  read  by  R.  S. 
Holmes,  Esq.,  of  Auburn;  his  subject  was,  "A  true  Association 
success :  on  what  does  it  depend  V 

Edgar  A.  Hutchins,  Esq.,  attended  the  Convention  ss  a  delegate 
from  the  Executive  Committee. 


OHIO. 

Ashland. — The  Ashland  Times  of  August  8th  contains  the 
following  report : 

"  On  Sabbath  evening,  the  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Ashland  was  held  in  the  Meth 
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odist  Epipcopal  church.  It  was  a  pleasant  evening,  and  the 
house  was  crowded.  The  exercises  were  opened  with  a  beautiful 
anthem  by  the  choir  of  the  church.  Rev.  Mr.  Sheeley,  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  read  from  the  Scriptures  and  offered  prayer, 
after  which  the  Vice-President,  John  J.  Ashenhust,  read 

The  Annual  Report. 

"  Another  year's  work  of  the  Young  Ken's  Christian  Association 
of  Ashland  is  recorded  above.  To-night  we  erect  another  pillar 
to  mark  our  progress.  To  turn  back  and  give  the  results  as  foot- 
ed up  by  the  angel  who  keeps  the  books  on  high  is  beyond  my 
power,  and  I  consider  it  no  light  task  to  give  even  the  faintest 
outline  of  the  genuine  efforts  put  forth  by  us  during  the  past 
year  to  bring  precious  souls  to  the  beloved  Saviour. 

"  I  shrink  from  the  duty,  because  on  that  great  day  it  must 
necessarily  be  compared  with  that  report  which  is  minutely  and 
faithfully  kept  by  the  never-mistaken  pen  of  the  scribe  above. 
Oh  !  how  imperfect  it  will  seem,  and  how  for  short  it  will  come, 
of  that  which  has  been  not  only  our  desire,  but  privilege!  How- 
ever, as  it  is  the  right  of  the  friends  of  the  Association  to  know 
our  standing,  I  undertake  to  glean  from  the  rubbish  of  mistakes 
and  neglected  opportunities  a  few  small  but  bright  jewels  ot 
hope  and  prosperity. 

FRUITFUL  RESULTS. 

"  That  the  Lord  has  been  with  us  and  blessed  us  we  cannot 
doubt ;  that  He  has  heard  the  prayer  of  faith  is  equally  certain, 
and  that  He  has  brought  conviction,  repentance,  and  peace, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Ashland,  to  weary,  sin-sick  souls  that  never  knew  Him, 
is  sufficient  to  induce  us  to  raise  our  hearts  to  Him  in  gratitude, 
ask  a  continuance  of  His  favors,  and  incite  us  to  more  earnest 
and  active  labor  in  the  service  of  our  Master. 

DEVOTIONAL.  MEETINGS. 
"  The  first  and  most  important  part  of  our  work  is  undoubtedly 
the  devotional  exercises.  Our  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer-meeting 
has  been  kept  up  with  varied  interest  throughout  the  year.  Dis- 
couragements met  us  at  ^different  times,  but  we  put  our  trust  in 
Him  who  doeth  all  things  well,  and  today  the  '  silver  lining '  is 
visible  all  around  the  dark  cloud  which  has  been  suspended 
above  us.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  attendance  was 
small.  In  order  to  increase  it,  as  well  as  awaken  a  deeper  inter- 
est, we  invited  the  young  ladies  to  unite  in  our  meetings.  They 
did  so,  and  the  result  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The  meetings 
have  been  intensely  interesting — a  powerful  means  of  grace  and 
a  great  blessing  to  those  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  attending 
them.  It  might  not  be  amiss  to  state  just  here  that  others  might 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  attending  these  prayer-meetings,  as 
the  room  is  never  overcrowded. 

UNION  SERVICES. 

"  Our  monthly  union  services  have  been  very  regularly  observed, 
and  have  been  a  source  of  pleasure  and  profit  not  only  to  the 
Association,  but  to  all  the  people  of  Ashland.  By  them  we  have 
brought,  at  different  times,  to  the  place  men  of  acknowledged 
ability  and  rare  talent.  We  remember  especially  the  rich  treat 
afforded  by  tbe  delivery  of  a  lecture  on  '  Darwinism'  by  Rev. 
Willis  Lord,  D.D.,  of  Wooster  University,  and  the  excellent  ser- 
mons of  Revs.  Raffensberger,  of  Cleveland,  and  P.  B.  Stroupe,  of 
Troy,  and  others. 

"  We  have  also  been  favored  With  some  good  practical  sermons 
by  the  pastors  of  our  home  churches,  for  which  they  have  our 
heartfelt  thanks,  as  well  as  the  assurance  that  the  good  words 
and  living  thoughts  set  afloat  by  them  on  these  occasions  are  not 
lost,  but,  like  the  waves  upon  the  surface  of  the  sea,  they  are 
going  on  and  on,  and  will  redound  to  the  glory  of  God  as  they 
lave  the  green  banks  of  the  other  shore. 

BUSINESS  MEETINGS. 

"  Our  monthly  business-meetings  have  not  been  marked  with 
any  great  degree  of  interest  except  on  a  few  occasions,  when  they 
were  spiced  with  some  excellent  literary  exercises.  This  course, 
however,  received  so  little  encouragement  from  the  citizens  and 
many  of  the  members  that  it  was  not  pushed  forward  with  any 
vigor.  Yet  I  believe  that  a  system  of  literary  exercises  might  be 
carried  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association  in  a  manner  that 
would  be  of  great  practical  benefit  to  the  young  people  of  Ash- 
land, and  I  would  recommend  that  steps  be  taken  immediately  to 
organize  in  this  direction. 

FESTIVALS    AND  LITERARY  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

"  During  the  year  we  have  given  several  festivals  and  literary 
entertainments,  and  are  happy  to  say  that  they  were  well  patron 
iaed,  making  them  a  success  financially,  besides  affording  our 
citizens  an  opportunity  whereby  they  could  enjoy  themselves  and 
pass  an  evening  pleasantly. 

"  Another  means  employed  to  accomplish  one  of  the  ends  of  the 
Association— that  of  breaking  down  bigoted  {sectarianism,  and 
uniting  the  great  brotherhood  of  man  iu  a  closer  bond  of  Chris- 


tian fellowship — were  sociables,  held  at  the  homes  of  some  of  our 
citizens,  who,  interested  as  they  are  in  the  salvation  of  souls, 
threw  open  their  homes,  the  most  sacred  spot  on  earth  to  them, 
and  invited  us  to  enter  with  our  friends  and  enjoy  a  few  hours  of 
social  intercourse.  We  hope  that  the  sociables  will  be  revived 
this  foil,  and  continued  through  the  winter,  as  good  will  be  ac- 
complished by  them. 

THE  NEEDY  POOR. 

"  The  poor  and  needy,  and  the  sick  and  the  afflicted,  have  re- 
ceived some  comfort  from  our  Association.  This  work,  we  feel, 
has  been  neglected  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  should  have  been. 
It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  our  working  force  is  very 
small.  Although  our  books  show  a  membership  of  nearly  two 
hundred,  we  are  safe  in  placing  the  live,  active  workers  inside  of 
a  round  dozen.  Of  course  we  all  are  satisfied  that  this  is  not  as 
it  should  be ;  unfortunately,  we  must  confess  that  it  is  as  it  is. 
The  only  remedy  we  know  for  this  state  of  affairs  is,  for  every 
man  an1  woman  whose  names  are  entolled  upon  our  books 
to  ask  God's  pardon  for  past  negligence,  renew  their  pledges  for 
the  future,  and  enter  the  field  that  is  white  for  the  harvest,  de- 
termined,, by  the  help  of  the  Master,  to  bring  souls  into  the  great 
storehouse. 

"  Such  has  been  the  burden  of  our  work  at  home,  while  out  in 
the  big  world  around  we  have  done  a  little  toward  alleviating 
the  sufferings  of  our  fellow-men. 

CHICAGO  RELIEF  FUND. 

"  Last  fall,  when  the  terrible  news  flashed  over  the  country  that 
Chicago,  the  beautiful  city  of  the  West,  had  received  an  awful 
baptism  of  fire,  that  her  magnificent  business  blocks,  elegant 
palaces,  and  charming  homes  were  destroyed  by  the  raging  ele- 
ment, and  her  people  wandering  upon  the  open  prairies,  house- 
less and  homeless,  and  without  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Ashland  responded  by  sending 
their  mite  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  money.  And  a  few  days 
later,  when  the  thrilling  tidings  of,  if  possible,  a  greater  calam- 
ity came  sounding  from  the  great  Northwest,  how  villages  and 
farm-houses  were  being  lapped  up  by  a  seething,  surging,  angry 
tongue  of  fire,  that  went  whirling  in  its  mad  fury  over  the 
States  of  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and  Minnesota,  sweeping  from 
existence  many  happy  homes,  leaving  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
in  the  most  destitute  condition  upon  the  black,  barren,  and  deso- 
late burned  district — then,  too,  the  Association  of  Ashland  re- 
sponded, like  thousands  of  others  all  over  the  land,  and  aided  in 
both  eases  by  the  good  people  of  the  village  and  surrounding 
country,  were  thereby  enabled  to  render  prompt  and  substantial 
aid.  The 'amount  contributed  for  this  cause,  as  well  as  our  finan- 
cial condition  in  general,  will  appear  in  the  following  statement : 


Balance  - %   98  88 

Annual  dues  and  Initiation 8100 

Collections  at  nnion  meetings ',      gj  gf 

Donations ff»  4S 

Festivals,  sociables,  and  entertainments , jjj  go 

Total...... 41396  05 

BXPZND1TCBXS. 

Room  rent  and  expenses , t.  807  40 

Lectures,  etc 41  00 

Chicago  and  the  Northwest 044  75 

Poor  of  Ashland , u  IB 

Delegates  to  Conventions 4g  gg" 

Seamen's  Bethel  children 19  jg 

Total...... fUTl'SS 

Balance  on  hand $  1%  50 

"  And  now,  as  we  end  the  statement  of  our  efforts  during  the 
past  year,  we  turn  our  eyes  with  more  hope  to  the  one  upon 
which  we  are  just  entering.  Whatever  mistakes  we  have  made 
are  to  be  regretted,,  but  as  we  live  in  the  present  and  look  to  the 
future,  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  hold  of  the  work  that  lies  before  us. 
There  is  much  to  do.  On  every  hand  we  see  those  who  need  as- 
sistance. Precious  souls,  too,  are  'sinking  beneath  their  awful 
weight  Of  guilt  into  the  black  gulf  of  destruction.  Satan  has 
his  emissaries  out  in  the  field  putting  forth  every  exertion  to 
stain  the  purity  of  religion  and  curse  the  heart  of  man  with  sin. 
Evil  is  cropping  out  from  unsuspected  sources.  Indifference  is 
manifested  by  many  who  march  under  the  sacred  banner  of 
Christ,  and  it  would  seem  at  times  that  the  true  soldiers  of  the 
cross  must  be  driven  from  the  field.  But,  no  1  it  cannot  be,  for 
God  reigneth,  and  while  the  genial  smile  of  His  love  casts  over 
the  darkened  places  of  tarth  its  welcome  rays,  the  trusting  hearts 
of  His  people  will  be  cheered.  To  Him  we  must  look  for  aid  to 
go  forward  in  the  path  of  duty.  Guided  by  the  eye  of  faith,  that 
path  is  plain.  Then  let,  not  every  member  of  the  Association, 
but  Christians  everywhere,  gird  on  the  armor  anew,  enter  again! 
the  field  of  battle,  and  with  Christ  as  our  Captain  go  forward  to 
victory."  ZiXTr^nL 
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After  the  reading  of  the  report,  the  whole  congregation  united 
heartily  in  tinging : 

"A  charm  to  keep  I  here. 
•    A  Ood  to  glorlf  j." 

Annual  Address. 

Mi.  T.  A.  Kelson,  of  Toledo,  was  then  introduced,  and  for  an 
hour  or  more  held  the  audience  attentive  listeners  by  his  inter- 
esting and  instructive  address.  He  said  he  wished  to  speak 
words  of  congratulation,  words  of  warning,  and  words  of  encour- 
agement. He  then  congratulated  the  people  of  Ashland  on  the 
seemingly  happy  sympathy  in  which  they  blended.  That  it  was 
good  to  see  them  all  uniting  upon  the  basis  of  "  Christ  for  all," 
without  ashing  doctrinal  questions  and  entirely  losing  sight  of 
sectarianism.  He  spoke  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion as  being  one  of  the  grand  instruments  of  God  in  bringing 
about  a  more  friendly  feeling  between  the  different  churches,  and 
hoped  the  day  was  not  far  distant  when  Christians  of  all  denomi- 
nations would  forget  their  prejudices,  and  unite  more  earnestly 
in  the  glorious  work  of  presenting  the  sweet  name  of  Jesus  to  a 
perishing  world. 

His  words  of  warning  were  addressed  particularly  to  the  class 
of  young  men  usually  looked  upon  as  "  moral."  To  impress  this 
point  more  effectually,  he  related  a  thrilling  incident  of  a  man 
losing  his  life  in  the  quicksands  on  the  coast  of  France.  He  did 
It  with  the  eloquence  of  a  Cough,  and  when  making  his  ap- 
plication, none  could  fall  to  realize  the  truth  of  the  dangers 
which  he  depicted  as  surrounding  young  men  who  were  leading 
a  life  of  indifference  or  carelessness  as  to  their  future.  He  plead 
with  them  in  an  earnest  manner  to  awaken  from  this  dangerous 
sleep  to  accept  the  free  salvation  which  was  offered  through  the 
blood  of  Christ,  and  under  His  banner  go  forward  with  the  soldiers 
of  the  cross  to  life  eternal. 

His  words  of  encouragement  were  spoken  principally  to  the 
members  of  the  Association.  He  said  there  was  much  to  do  and 
few  to  do  it,  and  hence  it  required  a  greater  exertion  on  the  part  of 
the  willing  ones.  He  believed  that  much  could  be  accomplished 
as  an  Association,  but  that  greater  results  were  brought  about  by 
individual  effort.  He  thought  that  more  good  could  be  done,  and 
more  souls  saved,  by  going  after  the  decent  people  than  by  losing 
time  and  wasting  effort  on  those  that  were  far  down  in  the  scale 
of  humanity.  He  proved  his  position  by  relating  many  interest- 
ing incidents  in  his  own  personal  experience  of  the  hopelessness 
of  saving  young  men,  especially  those  addicted  to  the  use  of  in- 
toxicating drinks.  He  believed  that  the  grace  of  God  was  able 
to  save  the  vilest  sinner  or  reform  the  wickedest  wretch  on  earth, 
but  unless  they  accepted  Christ  and  His  free  offers  of  salvation, 
man's  efforts  to  save  them  from  death  and  hell  were  fruitless. 
His  closing  exhortation  was  especially  earnest,  and  seemed  to 
come  from  the  inmost  recesses  of  a  heart  full  of  love  to  God. 

Be  plead  with  those  who  professed  to  be  followers  of  the  be- 
loved Saviour  not  to  manifest  so  much  indifference,  not  to  stand 
idly  back,  but  to  do  their  duty.  Speak,  he  said,  a  word  for  Jesus 
wherever  you  may  be,  in  the  office,  in  the  counting-room,  on  the 
street,  or  in  the  workshop.  Unite  religion  and  business,  and  in 
the  end  glorious  fruits  would  be  exhibited. 

A  quiet  smile  of  satisfaction  rested  upon  every  face  in  the  au- 
dience throughout  the  delivery  of  the  address  by  Mr.  Nelson, 
and  could  we  have  looked  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  love  the 
.Master  and  His  work,  we  are  satisfied  that  they  would  have  been 
seen  all  aglow  with  pleasure,  and  beating  cheerfully  in  response 
to  the  sentiments  uttered  by  him.  After  Mr.  Kelson  had  Southed, 
a  collection  was  taken  up ;  during  the  time,  the  choir  favored  the 
audience  with  another  beautiful  anthem.  The  meeting  closed  by 
the  congregation  uniting  in 

"  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow, 
Praise  Him  all  creatures  here  below. 
Praise  Him  above,  ye  heavenly  boat, 
Praise  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost." 

Regular  Monthly  Meeting. 

The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Association  met  at  the 
residence  of  Major  R.  Fulkerson,  on  Monday  evening,  under  the 
most  auspicious  circumstances.  A  sociable  had  also  been  ap- 
pointed at  the  same  time  and  place.  As  we  approached  Mr.  Ful- 
kerson's  residence,  we  discovered  that  skilful  hands  had  gayly 
decorated  the  place  with  an  abundance  of  tri-colored  Chinese  lan- 
terns, which  added  a  new  charm  to  the  already  beautiful  evening. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  and  opened  with  prayer  by  Mr. 
T.  A.  Nelson,  of  Toledo.  After  the  election  of  members,  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected :  Pretident,  John  J.  Asbenhust ; 
1st  Vice- President,  Daniel  P.  Grosscup;  2d  Vice-Prendent.  O.  W. 
Jennings ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  P.  Q.  Stoner ;  Recording  Sec- 
retary, W.  8.  Davis ;  Treasurer,  Jos.  Patterson. 


An  announcement  was  made  that  these  officers,  constituting 
the  Executive  Committee,  would  meet  at  the  Association  rooms 
the  next  Monday  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  the  busi- 
ness committees  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  meeting  then  ad- 
journed— not  for  the  purpose  of  going  home,  but  to  enjoy  an  hour 
or  so  in  social  intercourse.  It  seemed  that  if  any  were  at  times 
weighed  down  by  care  and  trouble,  they  had  cast  it  all  off  on  this 
occasion,  and  every  heart  overflowing  with  joy  beat  in  happy 
unison.  An  organ  was  placed  in  the  yard,  and  around  it  gather- 
ed the  whole  party,  spending  perhaps  an  hour  in  singing  familiar 
songs.  When  they  finally  adjourned,  it  was  with  the  feeling  that 
an  evening  had  been  pleasantly  and  profitably  spent. 

Cincinnati.— Within  the  past  month,  the  meetings  of  the 
Cincinnati  Association,  held  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings  in 
their  rooms,  have  been  the  "  gate  of  heaven"  to  at  least  five  young 
men.  At  the  meeting  last  Sunday  evening,  thirteen  young  men 
asked  for  prayers.  The  prayer-room  is  crowded  at  each  meeting, 
chairs  being  brought  in  to  fill  the  aisles,  and  all  the  space  back  of 
the  speaker's  stand.  The  invitation  sent  from  this  Association  to 
the  General  Secretaries'  Association  is  the  theme  of  general  com- 
ment in  the  daily  press  of  the  city  and  among  the  membership, 
the  unanimous  expression  being :  "  We  hope  they  will  come — they 
will  be  welcome."  The  Corresponding  Secretary  has  had  some 
large  placards  painted  and  framed,  giving  the  location  of  the 
rooms,  and  inviting  strangers  and  young  men  to  avail  themselves 
of  their  advantages.  They  are  to  be  placed  in  all  the  railroad  de- 
pots of  the  city.  He  has  also  prepared  the  same  thing  on  a  smaller 
scale,  to  be  hung  in  the  post-office,  hotels,  restaurants,  barber- 
shops, etc,  all  over  the  citv.  The  expense  was  small,  and  they 
expect  the  good  accomplished  will  be  great. 

A  woman  whose  husband  had  been  reclaimed  from  a  drunk- 
ard's life  through  the  influence  of  the  Association,  called  at  the 
rooms  to  say  that  he  had  accepted  Christ,  and  intended  to  join  a 
Presbyterian  church  at  the  next  communion.  As  she  rose  to 
leave,  with  the  tears  following  each  other  down  her  cheeks,  the 
said :  "  Next  to  my  Father  in  heaven,  I  love  tho  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association." 

WeUeeville. — On  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of  July,  a  union 
meeting  of  the  churches  was  held  in  this  city,  at  which  addresses 
were  delivered  by  four  of  the  brethren  from  Pittsburgh,  on  the 
work,  etc,  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting,  efforts  were  made  to  procure  an  organization.  Fifty, 
two  members  were  secured,  and  preliminary  steps  for  organizing 
were  taken.  At  a  meeting  held  since,  a  permanent  organization 
has  been  effected,  with  an  increase  of  numbers,  and  the  Welles- 
ville  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  now  in  working  order. 

PENNSYL  VANZA. 

">~  Erie. — The  Erie  Association  has  reached  its  twelfth  year. 
It  has  been  a  working  Association  from  the  first.  During  its 
early  years  Its  main  efforts  were  directed  to  the  organization  and 
management  of  Mission  Sunday-schools,  and  to  securing  buildings 
for  them.  It  is  now  thinking  of  a  building  for  itself.  Its  total 
receipts  the  past  year  were  $1279.  It  has  a  fine  library  of  4710 
volumes,  and  a  free  reading-room,  furnished  with  daily  and  week- 
ly papers,  magazines,  and  reviews.  It  holds  a  union  prayer-meet- 
ing every  Sunday  afternoon,  open-air  services  in  the  summer,  and 
meetings  every  Sunday  morning  in  the  jail.  It«  officers  the  cur- 
rent year  are:  President,  W.  W.  Todd;  Vice  President,  C.  C. 
Shirk ;  Secretary,  F.  J.  French  ;  Treasurer,  E.  McK.  Whitley ; 
Librarian,  H.  S.  Jones ;  Acting  Librarian,  A.  L.  Littell. 

[Thb  following  Annual  Report  of  A.  H.  Caughey,  retiring  Preri- 
dent  of  the  Erie  Association,  and  the  accompanying  historical 
sketch  of  the  Association,  were  taken  from  the  T.  M.  0.  A.] 

Annual  Report. 

It  is  eleven  years  since,  as  President,  I  had  the  honor  of  pre 
sentlng  to  you  the  first  annual  report  of  this  Association.  To 
rehearse  the  work  accomplished  daring  these  twelve  years  would 
be  a  pleasant  task,  and  might  give  us  encouragement  for  the  fu- 
ture. But  for  you  to  listen  to  such  a  review,  justly  and  fahhtVdly 
prepared,  would,  I  fear,  require  more  time  than  you  might  he  dis- 
posed to  grant.  I  will  therefore  pass  to  the  statement,  whisk  our 
constitution  requires  me  to  make,  of  the  doings  and  progress  of 
the  Association  during  the  past  year.  And  first  let  me  speak  of 
that  very  important  department  of  our  Association  work — 

THB  LIBRARY. 

The  favor  with  which  this  is  regarded,  and  the  vast  benefits 
it  is  conferring  upon  our  rapidly-growing  city,  have  far  ex 
ceeded  the  expectations  of  those  who,  five  yean  ago,  through 
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many  difficulties,  and  with  much  labor  and  self-sacrifice,  estab 
lished  it.  Although  we  have  not  been  able  to  add  new  books 
as  rapidly  as  we  desired,  yet  a  considerable  number  of  the  popu- 
lar works  of  the  day  have  been  put  upon  our  shelves  each  year 
since  the  library  was  opened.  So  broad  and  deep  a  foundation  of 
standard  works  and  books  of  reference  was  laid,  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  library  that  we  find  few  necessary  to  be  added  in  that 
direction,  and  we  can  therefore  devote  what  means  we  are  able  to 
command  to  the  purchase  of  at  least  a  choice  selection  of  the 
books  that  fall  yearly  from  the  teeming  modern  press. 

The  library  is  still  in  charge  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Littell,  Acting  Libra- 
rian, and  is  efficiently  and  carefully  managed.  Under  his  super- 
vision, and  by  direction  of  the  Library  Committee,  it  has  recently 
been  thoroughly  overhauled.  All  the  books  were  called  in,  and, 
after  a  careful  examination,  all  that  needed  repair  were  sent  to 
the  binder.  Nearly  three  hundred  were  rebound  in  a  substantial 
manner,  and  are  now  in  even  better  condition  than  when  first  put 
into  the  library.  When  the  library  was  reopened  on  the  1st  of 
May,  about  800  volumes  of  new  books  were  added,  all  of  fresh 
and  interesting  character ;  and  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Committee 
to  continue  to  add,  as  rapidly  as  possible,  whatever  books  a  just 
and  intelligent  popular  taste  may  demand,  so  that  the  library 
may  become  constantly  more  and  more  a  great  instrument  of 
moral  and  intellectual  elevation  in  this  community. 

COURSE  OP  LECTURES. 

Since  the  winter  of  1867-08  no  attempt  had  been  made  by  the 
Association  to  maintain  a  course  of  lectures.  The  people  seemed 
to  have  grown  weary  of  lectures,  and  it  was  thought  best  by  the 
managers  of  the  Association  not  to  press  this  kind  of  entertain- 
ment and  instruction  upon  them  till  such  time  as  they  manifested 
again  a  desire  to  be  thus  served.  Such  a  disposition  was  discov- 
ered during  the  last  summer,  and  the  Association  were  not  reluc- 
tant to  foster  and  gratify  it.  It  was  therefore  resolved  to  organ- 
ize a  course  of  eight  lectures  for  the  coming  season.  The  city 
was  canvassed,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers  for  season 
tickets  obtained  to  insure  the  Association  against  loss. 

The  price  of  season  tickets  was  fixed  at  $2.50  each,  when  two 
or  more  were  taken,  and  at  $3.75  for  a  single  ticket.  To  single 
lectures  the  tickets  as  usual  were  50  cents  each. 

The  order  of  choice  for  reserved  seats  was  determined  by  lot, 
and  the  result  seemed  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

The  course  opened  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  and  closed  in 
January,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  lectures, 
proved  exceedingly  popular.  Several  of  the  lectures  were  of  in- 
comparable excellence,  and  by  these  alone  the  managers  felt 
themselves  abundantly  repaid  for  all  their  efforts. 

RBOXTPTS. 

Amount  received  from  sale  of  season  ticket* $  949  SO 

"  single       "    MS  00 

"  on  Interest  account  from  Mr.  Gray 8  26 

Tottl $1385  TO 

IXPBNMTUKM. 

Amount  uaid  Iter.  T.  K.  Beecher $   00  00 

'•         Gen.  O.  O.  Howard 10(00 

"Mark  Twain" 135  00 

•'        James  K.  Murdoch »5  00 

Dr.  J.  G.  Holland 100  00 

"         IS.  Waterhouse  Hawkins 116  60 

Ito bert  l:  Collier. 100  00 

''         non.  Win.  Parsons 100  00 

For  rent  of  hall 206  00 

"        For  posting  bills 37  00 

•*        For  printing 136  50 

Amount  of  sundry  expenses M  80 

Total $1303  30 

Balance  of  receipts  over  expenses,  paid  Into  the  treasury $33  46 

In  summing  up  the  results  of  the  course,  Mr.  W.  B.  Gray,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Lecture  Committee,  to  whose  energy  and  faith- 
fulness the  success  of  the  course  is  largely  to  be  attributed,  re- 
marks: 

"  Considering  the  fact  that  for  several  years  no  attempt  had 
been  made  to  institute  a  course  of  lectures,  and  that  the  last  two 
courses,  financially  considered,  had  proved  failures,  the  result  of 
the  recent  one,  although  not  all  that  might  be  desired,  affords  en- 
couragement for  the  coming  season.  Owing  to  a  lack  of  confi- 
dence in  our  ability  to  succeed  if  a  course  were  attempted,  much 
time  was  wasted,  and  the  services  of  a  number  of  lecturers  whom 
we  were  anxious  to  engage,  and  who  would  have  added  much  to 
the  popularity  of  the  series,  could  not  be  secured.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  if  the  course  could  have  been  decided  upon  in  May 
instead  of  August,  it  would  have  proved  much  more  successful 
in  all  respects." 

THIS  KKADIKG-TtOOM 

is  still  maintained,  and  is  open  to  all  who  care  to  enjoy  its  privi- 
leges, without  charge.    There  are  found  upon  its  tables 

Dally  and  weekly  papers. 13 

Magazines  and  reviews 38 

Number  of  volume*  In  library .4710 

Volumes  of  magazines  (unbound)  TO 


Total  number  of  books  circula ted  during  the  year ..13  964 

Average  weekly  circulation. 390 

REOBDPTS.  , 

Amount  received  from  yearly  subscriptions  during  the  past  year $1188  35 

Fines  on  books  over  time 95  75 


Total  receipts $1379  00 

Cost  of  maintaining  library  during  the   year,  exclusive  of   books 

bought $1775  35 

From  the  fine  condition  in  which  the  library  now  is,  and  from 
the  encouragement  with  which  the  year  has  opened,  we  have 
great  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  soon  become  self-sustaining. 

RELIGIOUS  WOBK. 

I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  on  the  religious  side  of  our  Asso- 
ciation work  we  are  not  able  to  present  as  gratifying  a  report  as 
on  the  literary  and  intellectual  side.  So  many  of  those  who 
were  our  most  active  members  in  the  early  years  of  the  Associa- 
tion have  been  so  constantly  and  deeply  engaged  in  the  work  of 
their  respective  churches  and  Sunday-schools  that  they  seem  to 
have  had  but  little  time  left  for  the  energetic  prosecution  of  the 
enterprises  of  the  Association.  This  is  not  mentioned  in  a  spirit 
of  complaint ;  for  if  our  members  are  at  work  in  the  vineyard  of 
the  Master,  if  enlisted  under  the  Great  Captain,  it  certainly 
makes  little  difference  whether  they  serve  under  the  banner  of 
this  Christian  Association  or  under,  that  of  an  individual  church. 
There  is,  after  all,  but  one  true  nag  for  all  Christians,  that  on 
which  is  inscribed  the  blood-stained  cross  of  Calvary ;  and  if 
marching  under  that,  whatever  may  be  the  subdivisions  of  the 
great  army  that  we  find  ourselves  in,  we  are  still  advancing  the 
way  the  Captain  of  our  salvation  leads  to  assured  victory. 

And  yet  we  cannot  but  regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to 
find  and  perform  of  late  more  union  Christian  work.  One  of  the 
great  designs  of  the  Association,  and  one  of  the  great  results  to 
be  attained  by  it,  when  its  principles  are  properly  understood  and 
administered,  is  the  bringing  together,  in  Christian  activity  and 
intercourse,  of  those  who  are  separated  by  denominational  lines, 
and  estranged  by  denominational  differences  and  prejudices. 
And  just  so  far  as  we  fail  thus  to  employ  this  union  organization, 
just  so  far  we  defeat  one  of  its  great  purposes  and  fall  short  of 
one  of  its  highest  aims. 

But  our  record  of  associate  Christian  work  is  not  altogether  a 
blank..  The  Union  Prayer-meeting  at  the  library-room,  at  four 
o'clock  every  Sunday  afternoon,  has  been  kept  up  during  the 
year,  and,  though  generally  small  in  numbers,  has  been  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  profitable  to  those  who  have  attended. 

8TUEBT-PREACHENQ. 

Out-door  services  were  held  on  Sunday  afternoon,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer,  at  the  Union  depot.  Of  this  and 
other  religious  efforts,  Mr.  G.  P.  Chapman,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Devotional  Meetings,  reports  as  follows : 

"  The  Committee  were  heartily  assisted  by  the  clergymen  of 
the  city,  add  in  two  or  three  instances  by  ministers  visiting  from 
abroad. 

"  While  they  cannot  report  any  marked  results  from  these 
meetings,  the  Committee  were  encouraged  by  the  respectful  at- 
tention of  those  who  gathered  to  listen  to  the  preaching  of  the 
Word,  and  cannot  but  hope  that  the  seed  scattered  by  ihe  way- 
side will  yet  bring  forth  fruit  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  those 
who  heard. 

"  During  the  months  of  September  and  October,  members  of 
the  Association  visited  Belle  Valley,  in  response  to  an  invitation 
from  the  church  there,  to  assist  them  in  their  Sabbath  services 
while  they  were  without  a  pastor.  Large  congregations  attended 
these  services.  Brethren  of  the  Association  also  visited  from 
time  to  time  the  county  almshouse  and  assisted  in  the.  services 
held  there." 

THE  JAIL. 

Mr.  Cyrus  Avery,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Religious  In- 
struction, assisted  by  one  or  two  others,  has  held  services  nearly 
every  Sabbath  morning  during  the  year  in  the  county  jail.  Mr. 
Avery  reports  that  the  prisoners  appear  to  take  a  lively  interest 
in  this  service,  and  that  "  they  are  always  ready,  with  Bible  and 
hymn-book  on  the  table,  and  listen  with  quiet  and  respectful  at- 
tention to  all  that  is  said.  Some  of  them  have  remarked  that 
this  is  the  first  religious  service  they  have  attended  for  years. 
Of  the  fruits  of  these  labors  it  is  impossible  now  to  judge. 

"  The  Committee  desire  to  express  their  thanks,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  as  well  as  the  Association,  to  Miss  Laura  Sanford  and 
Miss  Susan  Parkinson,  through  whose  efforts  a  good  library-case, 
well  filled  with  books,  magazines,  and  papers,  has  been  placed  in. 
the  office  of  the  jail  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners.  They  also  ex- 
press their  obligations  to  the  same  ladies  and  to  the  wife  of  the- 
Sheriff  for  their  valuable  assistance  in  singing,  etc.,  in  the  Sab- 
bath services.  Here  as  elsewhere  the  presence  of  ladies,  and 
their  kindly  words  and  offices,  have  been  attended  with  the  best 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Mission  School  property  on  llth-street  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  Association,  but  the  school  itself  has  been  taken  charge  of 
by  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  policy 
of  the  Association  has  been  to  act  as  pioneers,  starting  Sunday- 
schools  and  religious  meetings  in  neglected  parts  of  the  city.  But 
as  some  evangelical  church  with  sufficient  will  and  force  to  carry 
on  the  work 'has  manifested  a  willingness  to  enter  into  their  la- 
bors, the  Association  has  retired  from  the  field.  In  this  way,  four 
schools,  organized  by  the  Association,  have  passed  into  the  hands 
of  as  many  different  churches.  The  oldest  of  these,  the  "  West 
Mission,"  is  now  under  the  control  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  is  in  a  prosperous  condition — the  transfer  of  the  prop- 
erty having  been  made  to  that  church  during  the  past  summer, 
and  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money,  five  hundred  dollars, 
paid  into  the  treasury.  The  school  now  numbers  250  scholars 
and  21  officers  and  teachers,  with  an  average  attendance  of  210. 

The  youngest  of  our  schools,  and  one  that  grew  up  with  won- 
derful rapidity,  the  "  South  Mission,"  was  taken  in  charge  by  the 
Park  Presbyterian  Church.  The  enterprise,  under  their  care,  has 
been  managed  with  energy.  A  capacious  edifice  has  been  erected, 
at  the  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Seventeenth  streets,  adapted  both  to 
the  uses  of  the  school  and  of  a  church  when  one  should  be  organ- 
ized. The  school  now  numbers  245  scholars,  and  29  officers  and 
teachers.  The  average  attendance  is  190.  A  preaching  service  is 
held  every  Sunday  afternoon  immediately  after  the  Sunday-school, 
Rev.  J.  B.  Wilson  having  charge  of  this  part  of  the  work. 

As  already  intimated,  the  East  Mission  School  still  belongs 
nominally  to  the  Association — that  is  to  say,  the  property  is  still 
ours,  and  the  school,  without  being  regularly  transferred,  has 
been  given  up  by  the  Association,  and  is  now  entirely  managed 
by  the  First  Methodist  Church.  The  number  of  scholars  is  115 ; 
officers  and  teachers,  6 ;  average  attendance,  120.  There  is  preach- 
ing service  by  the  Bev.  Mr.  Keeler  every  Sunday,  both  morning 
and  evening.  These  brethren  have  purchased  a  lot  in  the  near 
neighborhood,  and  are  about  to  erect  a  house  of  worship.  When 
this  is  done,  the  school  will  doubtless  be  transferred  to  a  new  lo- 
cality, and  our  property  becoming  then  useless  fir  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  procured,  may  be  sold.  The  building  was  re 
cently  leased  to  the  School  Board  for  a  public  school  for  the  pres- 
ent season,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  a  month. 

THE  STATE  CONVENTION. 

1  Although  not  directly  a  part  of  the  Association  work,  I  cannot 
pass  over  in  silence  the  meeting  in  this  city,  in  September  last,  of 
the  State  Convention.  An  excellent  spirit  pervaded  all  its  ses- 
sions ;  and  while  our  own  Association  did  not  reap  the  advantage 
of  increased  activity  and  zeal  that  we  had  hoped,  the  effect  upon 
some  of  our  churches,  and  upon  the  people  who  attended  the 
meetings,  was  quite  manifest.  During  the  week  preceding  the 
assembling  of  the  Convention,  union  prayer-meetings,  conducted 
In  turn  by  several  of  the  city  pastors,  were  held  every  evening, 
for  the  purpose  of  entreating  the  blessing  of  God  upon  the  ap- 
proaching Convention.  These  meetings  were  well  attended,  and 
prepared  us  to  enjoy  and  profit  by  the  earnest  and  practical  dis- 
cussions and  exercises  of  the  Convention. 

Union  prayer-meetings  were  also  held  during  the  week  follow- 
ing the  Convention.  But  as  no  suitable  and  comfortable  central 
5 lace  could  be  found  in  which  to  hold  the  meetings,  they  dwin- 
led  m  numbers  and  interest,  and  were  abandoned.  It  is  at  such 
times  that  we  feel  our  great  need  of  a  Hall  of  our  own — a  need 
which  is  every  year  becoming  more  imperative,  and  must  be  met, 
or  our  organization  itself  abandoned. 

CONCLUSION. 
Such,  imperfectly  sketched,  is  the  history  of  another  year  of 
Association  work  and  life.  We  have  not  indeed  been  entirely 
idle ;  and  yet  so  many  things  have  been  neglected  that  ought  to 
have  been  done ;  so  meagre  has  often  been  the  attendance  at  our 
regular  meetings ;  so  many  of  our  members  have  maintained 
merely  a  nominal  connection  with  the  Association ;  so  little  have 
we  done  toward  accomplishing  the  great  object  of  our  Associa- 
tion, as  expressed  in  the  constitution — viz. :  "  the  social,  intellec- 
tual, and  spiritual  improvement  of  ybnng  men" — that  we  cannot 
but  feel  the  shame  and  depression  of  heart  of  those  who  have 
faltered  and  shrank  back  in  the  presence  of  great  and  known  re- 
sponsibilities. But  let  us  seek  strength  from  Qod,  and  strive  to 
be  more  faithful  in  the  future.  Let  us  seek  to  know  and  feel  what 
our  duty  is,  especially  toward  tempted,  and  struggling,  and  stray- 
ing young  men,  and  then,  in  love  and  in  the  fear  of  Qod,  discharge 
it  with  our  might. 

Hiatori&a  Sketch  of  the  Erie  Association. 

Our  Association  was  organized  in  the  autumn  of  1860.  The 
first  rooms  we  occupied  were  in  the  third  story  of  Beaty's  Block,  • 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Park,  in  which  was  opened  a  reading-room 


in  1861.  The  "Irving"  library  was  given  over  to  our  care,  to 
which  a  few  books  were  added  from  time  to  time. 

The  main  efforts  of  the  Association  for  several  years  were  di- 
rected to  the  organization  and  management  of  mission  Sunday- 
schools.  A  lot  was  purchased  for  one  of  these,  and  two  buildings 
were  erected,  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  $3000.  For  six  years,  besides 
expenditures  for  books,  etc.,  we  furnished  to  these  schools  every 
year  some  17,000  Sunday-school  papers,  at  an  annual  cost  of  about 
$200.  From  1862  to  1867,  the  Association  maintained  first-class 
courses  of  lectures,  with  a  net  result  to  our  treasury  of  some  $800. 

In  1867,  we  were  enabled,  by  the  cheerful  liberality  of  our  citi- 
zens, to  organize  a  library  of  4000  volumes,  and  to  open  a  free 
reading-room,  both  of  which  are  in  full  operation.  For  this  pur- 
pose, the  original  subscriptions  amounted  to  $9600,  and  to  this 
about  $1200  were  afterward  added. 

A  financial  summary  of  the  main  items  of  the  work  of  tire  Asso- 
ciation for  the  first  eleven  years  of  its  existence — of  couise  leaving 
out  many  details  of  ordinary  expenditure — shows  tLe  following 
results : 

Costoflot $    300  OS 

Cost  of  two  Snnilay-school  buildings , 2,700  OC 

Sunday-school  papers 1.  MO  00 

First  cost  of  Library  and  Reading-Boom 8,900  06 

Additional  Books,  Periodicals,  rent  of  Hall,  Librarian's  Mlary  four 

and  a  half  years,  etc 8,000  00 


Total $S0,T0OO0 

This  is  but  a  rough  representation  in  the  aggregate  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Association.  And  not  only  it  t'duu  nothing  in  the 
figures  given  to  represent  the  labor  pel fr. wed  by  individual  mem- 
bers in  the  various  enterprises  named,  but  our  prayer-meetings, 
street-preaching,  meetings  held  at  school-houses  and  other  places, 
visitation  of  the  jail  and  poorhmue,  etc.,  etc.— the  ordinary  re- 
ligious activities  of  the  Associati  At— have  been  left  out  of  the  ac- 
count. 

THE  iTTTUHE. 

Notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  during  the  past  two  years  to 
pay  off  the  debt  of  the  Association,  a  portion  of  it  still  remains 
undischarged  ;  and  provision  his  also  to  be  made  for  the  expenses 
of  the  ensuing  year.  Moreover,  the  absolute  need  of  a  building  of 
our  own,  which  shall  contain,  in  addition  to  library  and  reading- 
rooms,  suitable  rooms  for  meetings  of  the  Association  and  its  com- 
mittees, is  daily  pressing  upon  us. 

The  number  of  books  in  the  library  and  of  periodicals  in  the 
reading-room  ought  to  be  largely  increased,  so  as  to  render  both 
more  serviceable  to  our  growing  population. 

Have  we  not  done  enough  ?  Have  not  the  trusts  committed  to 
us  in  the  past  been  so  well  discharged  that  we  can  appeal  confi- 
dently to  a  liberal  Christian:  community  to  give  freely  and  bounti- 
fully to  our  necessities  1 

We  are  willing  to  work  as  we  have  done ;  we  are  willing  to 
strive  for  unity  and  charity  among  all  Christians ;  we  are  willing 
to  go  as  pioneers  into  destitute  and  remote  places  where  individual 
churches  cannot  go ;  we  are  willing  especially,  and  with  more  ef- 
ficiency and  earnestness  than  in  the  past,  to  work  for  young  men- 
to  help  them  when  In  trouble,  to  counsel  and  sustain  them  when 
tempted,  to  draw  them  to  our  rooms  and  to  the  churches,  and,  above 
all,  to  win  them  to  Christ  and  to  His  love;  we  are  willing  to  do  all 
that,  as  Christians  and  members  of  a  Christian  Association,  we  can 
and  ought  to  do,  to  bring  glory  to  Qod  and  good  to  men.  But 
we  need  encouragement,  we  need  help,  we  need  the  liberal  gifts  of 
those  whom  Qod  has  prospered,  and  of  whom  we  beg  that  they 
remember  as  they  read  this  that  all  that  they  have  has  been  be- 
stowed by  Him  who,  though  He  wat  rich,  yet  for  our  take*  became 
poor,  that  we,  through  Hit  poverty,  might  be  rich. 

Pittsburgh.—- Quite  a  revival  has  been  going  on  in  Pittsburgh 
in  the  open-air  work.  The  meetings  held  by  the  Association  have 
been  successful,  both  in  regard  to  the  numbers  present  and  the  in- 
terest manifested.  Besides  the  regular  Association  meetings,  the 
pastora  of  at  least  three  of  the  churches  hold  meetings  in  the  open 
air,  in  lieu  of  their  regular  Sabbath-evening  services,  while  the 
Christian  Temperance  Alliance  also  intend  holding  meetings  in 
various  portions  of  the  city. 

The  Alleghany  County  Christian  Temperance  Alliance  was  or- 
ganized last  spring,  at  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  The  Alliance  has 
since  been  actively  at  work  all  through  the  city  and  county,  hold- 
ing meetings,  organizing  auxiliary  Alliances,  and  arousing  the 
various  Christian  churches  to  a  renewed  and  concerted  effort  in 
the  temperance  work.  Much  interest  has  been  manifested  by  the 
pastors,  and  they  assist  to  organize  branches  in  their  own 
churches. 

Union  Corners.— This  Association  seems  to  be  constant  in 
well-doing.  It  sends  delegations  to  conduct  meetings  in  neigh- 
boring towns  and  villages.    Invitations  come  from  all  directions. 
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It  held  meetings  in  the  Methodist  church  at  Garland,  August  2d, 
and  at  Sutton's  school-house,  August  11th.  The  meetings  at  Cole 
Hill  and  York  Hill  hare  been  exceedingly  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive. The  people  seem  to  appreciate  the  good  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. 


OREGON. 
Portland, — We  learn  from  the  Oregon  Herald  of  July  17th, 
that  a  large  congregation  assembled  on  Sunday  evening  at  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  listen  to  an  address  setting  forth 
the  present  condition,  work,  and  claims  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association.  A  powerful  sermon  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Medbury.  A  liberal  subscription,  amounting  to  $700,  was  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Association.  The  President,  Mr.  W.  Jackson, 
submitted  the  following 

ANNUAL  BBPOBT. 

We  meet  to-night  for  the  fourth  time  since  organizing  our  As- 
sociation, to  consult  with  regard  to  its  welfare,  and  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  report  its  progress  in  the  past  year,  and  its  prospects  for 
usefulness  for  the  year  to  come. 

First — What  have  we  done,  and  what  do  we  propose  to  do  ? 

Our  library  and  reading-rooms  have  been  kept  open  from  8  A.m. 
to  10  p.m.,  every  day  in  the  year.    The  number  of  persons  visiting 
the  rooms  have  averaged  about  thirty  daily,  most  of  whom  are 
young  men,  and  strangers  coming  to  our  city.    The  amount  of 
good  done  by  providing  such  pleasant  quarters  for  those  who  have 
availed  themselves  of  its  privileges,  we  are  unable  to  tell,  but  we 
trust  much  good  has  resulted  to  those  who  have  spent  their  even- 
ings in  our  rooms.    And  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  our  Associa- 
tion, I  cordially  invite  all  young  men  and  strangers  to  make  our 
rooms  their  home  during  their  leisure  hours.    The  lease  of  the 
rooms,  which  we  have  occupied  for  the  past  three  years  free  of 
charge,  expired  on  the  1st  of  March,  at  which  time  a  committee 
waited  upon  Mr.  W.  S.  Ladd,  expressing  to  him  our  acknowledg- 
ments for  so  kindly  furnishing  us  the  use  of  such  valuable  rooms, 
ajid  desiring  to  know  upon  what  terms  the  Association  could  se 
cure  them  for  the  future.    Mr.  L.  has  not  extended  the  lease,  but 
permits  us  to  remain  for  the  present.    When  he  desires  us  to  va 
cate  he  will  give  us  one  month's  notice.    We  trust  that  the  day 
is  not  far  distant  when  we  shall  be  able  to  erect  a  building  that 
shall  not  only  meet  all  our  wants,  but  be  a  credit  to  our  rapidly 
growing  city.    One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  work  of 
the  Association  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  relief  of  the  sick 
and  destitute.    Over  one  hundred  persons  have  received  charity,  j 
Whole  families  have  been  cared  for.    Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  I 
meals  and  lodgings  have  been  furnished.    In  many  instances  we 
have  assisted  persons  who  were  sick  by  procuring  a  physician, 
and  paying  for  medicine,  board,  etc.    The  calls  for  charity  contin- 
ually increased,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  we  found  that  all  of 
our  means  were  exhausted,  and  the  Association  several  hundred 
dollars  in  debt.    We  trust  we  have  done  a  good  work  for  the  Mas- 
ter in  relieving  so  many  with  our  limited  means,  but  we  could 
have  accomplished  much  more  if  the  necessary  funds  had  been  at 
our  disposal.     Notwithstanding  the  most  careful  investigation, 
we  found  that  in  some  instances  we  relieved  those  who  were  un- 
worthy.   The  experience  of  the  past  year  will  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  us  in  future.    The  Ladies'  Relief  Society  cooperated  with 
us.    Upon  proper  investigation,  the  County  Commissioners  have 
come  to  our  relief  in  such  cases  as  belonged  to  the  county.    The 
missionary  work  of  the  Association  has  not  received  that  atten- 
tion which  its  importance  demands,  owing  to  the  fact  that  so  much 
of  the  time  of  the  Secretary  has  been  taken  up  with  the  relief  work. 
The  city  has  been  districted,  religious  publications  and  tracts  dis- 
tributed, and  although  we  have  not  been  able  to  see  any  immedi- 
ate benefits,  yet  we  trust  the  seed  sown  has  not  been  in  vain.  We 
hope  this  branch  will  receive  more  attention  in  the  coming  year. 
A  noonday  prayer-meeting  has  been  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Asso- 
ciation from  the  first  of  January  until  the  present  time,  and 
although  it  has  not  been  as  largely  attended  by  our  members  as 
could  have  been  desired,  yet  from  present  appearances,  we  are  in 
hooes  to  sustain  it  for  some  time  to  come.    Open-air  meetings,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Association,  have  recently  been  commenced, 
and  we  hope  to  make  their  influence  felt  for  good  in  carrying  the 
Gospel  to  those  who  are  never  seen  within  our  churches,  and  who 
could  only  be  reached  in  some  such  way.    We  desire  the  coopera- 
tion of  Christian  people.    The  Association  numbers  fifty  two ; 
forty-seven  active,  two  associate,  and  three  life  members.    Seven- 
teen new  members  have  been  added  during  the  past  year,  includ- 


ing three  life  members.  During  the  year  the  Constitution  has 
been  so  amended  as  to  admit  ladies  to  active  and  associate  mem 
bership.  The  Association  gave  a  course  of  six  lectures,  which 
were  very  instructive.  They  resulted  in  a  financial  benefit — the 
net  proceeds. being  about  $200. 

FINANCES. 

The  finances  of  the  Association  do  not  compare  favorably  with 
last  year.  At  that  time  the  balance  in  the  treasury  was  $319.70, 
while  the  present  Treasurer's  report  shows  an  indebtedness  of 
something  like  $300.  The  Association  is  under  very  many  obliga- 
tions to  the  local  press  of  the  city— the  Daily  Herald,  Bulletin, 
and  Oregonian,  and  the  Christian,  Advocate  ever  manifesting  an  in- 
terest in  our  welfare.  Also  to  the  Oregon  and  California  Railroad 
Company,  the  North  Pacific  Transportation  Company,  and  Oregon 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  as  well  as  to  the  musical  talent  of  the 
city — Messrs.  Nesfield,  Wyatt,  Schuyler,  DoPm.ns,  and  very  many 
others,  to  all  of  whom  the  thanks  of  the  Association  are  due. 
Nearly  twenty-three  years'  observation  and  experience  on  this 
coast  has  convinced  me  that  the  work  of  our  Association  is  one 
most  needed  in  our  city.  We  must  make  our  rooms  attractive 
to  young  men,  give  them  a  cordial  welcome,  endeavor  to  show 
them  that  our  hearts  go  out  toward  them,  and  by  all  that  lays  in 
our  power  surround  them  with  that  Christian  influence  which 
will  win  them  from  the  saloons  and  haunts  of  vice.  But  in  or- 
der to  accomplish  any  very  great  amount  of  good,  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  must  work,  must  feel  a.  personal  responsi- 
bility. The  work  should  not  be  left  to  half  a  dozen  members, 
but  every  one  should  resolve  from  to-night  to  enter  prayerfully 
into  this  work,  asking  the  Master  to  direct  him  in  his  duty. 
Young  men  of  good  moral  character — Christian  young  men — are 
needed  to  fill  responsible  positions  as  clerks,  book-keepers,  and 
other  places  of  trust ;  and  let  me  assure  you  from  my  own  observa- 
tion that  that  class  of  young  men  are  at  a  premium  here  in  our 
midst.  We  may  not  in  every  instance  succeed  in  influencing  ayoung 
man  with  whom  we  strive — but  suppose  we  succeed  in  diverting 
but  one  from  the  downward  road,  we  shall  have  accomplished  a 
great  work,  not  only  for  time,  but  lor  eternity.  Oh  I  could  I  have 
had  the  influence  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  thrown 
around  me  when  I  first  came  to  this  coast,  it  might  have  saved  me 
many,  many  years  of  sin,  and  very  many  regrets  for  misspent  time. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  Association  to  carry  forward  the  work  so 
well  begun  the  past  year,  but  in  ordor  to  do  it  successfully  lioeral 
pecuniary  aid  is  needed.  It  is  for  you  to  say,  go  forward,  or,  your 
work  of  charity  is  ended.  We  await  your  decision.  We  have 
many  reasons  as  an  Association  to  be  encouraged  for  the  progress 
we  have  made  the  past  year,  and  it  should  stimulate  every  mem- 
ber to  renewed  energy.  A  wide  field  of  usefulness  is  opening  be- 
fore us,  and  each  member  has  an  opportunity  of  leaving  a  record 
that  shall  not  only  last  through  time,  but  through  eternity. 
Our  work  is  one  in  which  we  cannot  expect  any  reward  in  this 
world ;  but  we  are  assured  of  the  approbation  of  Him  who  has  gone 
to  prepare  a  place  for  us.  Our  institution  is  the  embodiment  of 
the  most  advanced  Christianity  of  the  world.  It  brings  Christians 
of  the  different  creeds  together :  and  we  learn  that  we  differ  but 
in  name.  In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  we  desire  the  hearty 
co-operation  of  every  father  and  mother  in  this  city.  It  is  your 
sons,  as  well  as  those  who  come  from  far-off  homes,  that  we  strive 
to  benefit.  Members  of  the  Association,  to-night  thousands  of 
parents  all  over  this  land  are  sending  up  their  prayers  for  you 
because  of  your  labor  in  behalf  of  their  sons.    Then,  brothers, 

"  Let  us  stroke  by  stroke  work  on, 
Step  by  step  contented  go ; 
Count  each  gain  a  victory  won, 
And  from  grace  to  glory  go." 


VEBMOXT. 

Waterbury.—k  friend  having  business  in  Vermont  had  oc- 
casion to  stop  at  Waterbury ;  it  happened  to  be  the  evening  the 
Association  held  their  usual  weekly  devotional  meeting.  Brother 
Paul  Dillingham,  at  that  time  President,  invited  the  stranger  to 
the  room — it  is  perhaps  not  larger  than  country  Associations  usual- 
ly occupy,  but  exceedingly  comfortable,  well-lighted,  and  scrupu- 
lously clean.  The  members  seemed  to  know  each  other,  judging 
from  the  hearty  grasp,  pleasant  smile,  and  cheerful  greeting  they 
gave  as  each  arrived.  The  room  soon  filled.  An  atmosphere  of 
peaceful  devotion  seemed  to  animate  the  assembly.  The  Presi- 
dent conducted  the  service.  The  singing  was  spirited  and  cheer- 
ful ;  short  addresses  were  pointedly  delivered  ;  the  prayers  were 
earnest,  manifesting  a  deep  solicitude  for  the  unsaved.  At  the 
close,  two  young  men,  one  of  whom  manifested  deep  emotion,  ex- 
pressed their  determination  to  reconsecrate  themselves  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  Such  meetings  are  remembered  with 
pleasure,  and  should  call  forth  sincere  gratitude  to  God. 
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Eclioes  from  the  Mountains. 

Ths  following  facts  were  communicated  by  Arthur  B.  Chaf- 
fee, Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Saratoga  Association,  who 
has  been  travelling  among  the  hills  of  Vermont : 

Ludlow. — This  Association,  with  careful  management,  will 
make  sure  progress,  and  occupy  fields  in  these  hills  where  Chris- 
tian effort  will  be  gladly  welcome. 

Burlington. — The  Burlington  Association  stands  firm,  and 
exhibits  an  earnestness  of  purpose  and  a  spirit  of  activity  that 
will  ere  long  bear  fruit  in  the  salvation  of  many  souls.  They 
sustain  an  open-air  meeting,  and  thus  reach  many  who  would  not 
enter  their  prayer-room.  They  possess  as  pleasant  a  reading- 
room  as  it  has  ever  been  my  pleasure  to  enter. 

Brandon. — The  Association  here  is  blessed  with  the  favor 
and  cooperation  of  pastors  and  churches.  The  pastors  encourage 
the  young  men  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  and 
they  return  to  their  various  church  meetings  and  more  earnestly 
stay  up  the  hands  of  their  pastors.  Generally  it  is  found  that 
the  best  and  most  active  young  men  in  the  churches  are  Associa- 
tion workers. 

Winooski. — The  Association  at  Winooski  will  soon  have  a 
reading  room  for  the  factory  people.  They  will  do  great  good 
among  these  people  if  they  work  right.  Burlington  would  do 
well  to  send  a  few  men  to  aid  them  in  their  open-air  meetings, 
and  help  them  whenever  they  need  help. 

The  Associations  in  these  mountain  districts  are  thoroughly 
alive  to  their  duty.  They  are  earnest  and  ac'ive  in  the  work, 
and  they  are  in  complete  harmony  with  the  churches  and  pastors. 
Vermont  will  probably  have  a  grand  convention  in  October. 


BBITISH  PBOVINCES. 


NEW-BB  UNSWICK. 

St.  John. — The  building  enterprise  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  St.  John  is  progressing  finely.  The  new 
house  will  be  an  honor  and  an  ornament  to  the  city.  It  is  a  me- 
morial of  the  Convention  of  the  Associations  of  the  maritime 
provinces  held  there  last  year. 

ONTABIO. 

Belleville. — The  Fifth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  was  held  at 
Belleville,  Ontario,  August  20th,  21st,  and  22d.  The  following 
subjects  were  discussed :  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion and  its  special  field  of  labor ;"  "  How  far  can  Literary  Exer- 
cises be  made  useful  in  our  Association  meetings  ?"  "  God's  Word; 
how  shall  the  study  of  it  be  best  promoted  among  young  men  ?" 
"  Association  Work  in  our  Towns :  how  can  it  be  most  success- 
fully organized  and  carried  on  ?"  "  Our  Rooms :  how  can  we 
make  them  more  attractive  and  profitable  ?" 

Edgar  A.  Hutching,  Esq.,  was  a  delegate  from  the  Executive 
Committee. 


QUEBEC. 

Montreal. — W  'e  take  the  following  account  of  a  recent  Tues- 
day evening  meeting  of  the   Montreal  Association   from   the 

Witness : 

"A  very  interesting  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Montreal  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  The  at- 
tendance was  much  larger  than  is  usual  at  this  season.  The  chair 
was  taken  by  the  President,  Mr.  Claxton,  who,  in  his  opening  re- 
marks, expressed  his  pleasure  in  a  train  meeting  with  the  mem- 
bers, and  hoped  that  the  coming  winter  season  would  be  marked 
by  great  activity  in  Association  work.  He  then  introduced  Rev. 
E.  Stobo,  of  Scotland,  who  gave  a  very  interesting  address,  spe- 
cially calculated  to  incite  Christians  to  self-examination  and  in- 
creased watchfulness  Mr.  Stobo  has  recently  arrived  in  charge 
of  a  number  of  boys,  wiio  are  now  located  in  Miss  MacPherscn's 
homes.  Capt.  Button  was  also  present  at  the  meeting,  and  in  his 
usual  happy,  yet  earnes".  manner,  spoke  of  the  rewards  which  al- 
ways follow  any  work  done  for  Jesus.  Among  the  pleasant  fea- 
tures of  the  meeting  was  the  introduction  of  several  pieces  of  new 
sacred  music,  which  wi're  heartily  sung  and  greatly  enlivened 
the  exorcises.  These  meetings  are  held  every  Tuesday  evening, 
taid  all  young  men  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  them.  For  the 
information  of  strangers,  we  would  state  that  the  reading-rooms 
of  the  Association  are  open  daily  from  8  a.m.  till  10  p  ji.,  free  to 
alL    The  rooms  are  at  the  comer  of  Craig  and  Alexander  streets." 


FOBEIGN. 

ENGLAND. 
London. — Rejv.  R.W.  Lewis,  formerly  President  of  the  Liter- 
ary Society  of  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  New- York  Association,  is 
spending  a  few  weeks  in  London.  He  speaks  of  the  quietness  of 
the  operations  of  the  London  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
He  met  Mr.  Moody,  of  Chicago,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association, 
leading  the  12-o'clock  prayer-meeting. 


HOLLAND. 

Amsterdam.— The  World's  Convention  of  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  met  in  Amsterdam  on  the  22d,  and  adjourned 
on  the  26th  of  August.  The  discussions  were,  very  interesting, 
and  of  great  value  to  Christian  workers.  The  following  questions 
were  considered  :  "  What  is  the  special  aim  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  V  "  By  what  means  do  we  attempt  to  ac- 
complish our  purpose  in  different  countries  ?  First,  with  regard 
to  the  young  men  themselves  ;  second,  with  regard  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church ;  third,  with  regard  to  missions  at  home  and  abroad ; 
fourth,  with  regard  to  society."  "  In  what  manner  is  the  sympathy 
for  the  aim  of  our  Associations  to  be  more  generally  awakened,  ana 
their  blessed  influence  more  widely  spread?"  "To  what  dangers 
are  young  men  exposed  in  the  world t"  "Management  and  dis- 
cipline in  our  Associations." 

WOMEN'S    CHBISTIAN   ASSOCIATIONS. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — A  number  of  ladles  from  the  different 
city  churches  met  in  accordance  with  the  requests  of  their  pas- 
tors, at  the  Central  Presbyterian  Church,  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, and  organized  a  "  Woman's  Christian  Association.'*  A  good 
degree  of  enthusiasm  and  interest  was  manifested,  and  a  determi- 
nation evinced  to  make  this  new  society  a  working  power  in  St. 
Paul.    A  constitution  was  adopted,  and  officers  elected  as  follows : 

President — Mrs.  D.  S.  B.  Johnstone. 

Vice-Presidents — Mrs.  Spencer  and  Mrs.  Dyer. 

Treasurer— Mrs.  D.  D.  Merrill. 

Corresponding  Secretary — Miss  Mary  Humphrey. 

Recording  Secretary— -Miss  Nellie  Mattocks. 

At  the  jast  meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
a  vote  was  passed,  tendering  to  the  ladies  the  use  of  their  roosts. 
This  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  Association  adjourned,  to  meet  in 
one  week,  at  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  lecture-r 


Bbainabds'  Musical  World  for  August  contains  the  follow 
ing  attractive  and  interesting  matter : 

Poetry.— 

The  Harper's  Christmas  Ere, 

Miscellany. —  ■ 

A  Musical  Supper  Party. 

Strauss — Abt — Leutner. 

Our  Street  Musicians. 

Malibran's  Lesson  in  Love-Making. 

The  Conservatorium  of  Music  in  Leipzig. 

Borsari,  the  Tenor. 
Editorials.— 

Singing-Schools  vs.  Conventions.  ,'     - 

Italian  Opera. 

Bang! 

What's  in  a  Name?  '' 

New  Music  Review.  '      ~  ' 

Music  at  Home  and  Abroad.  , 

Our  Letter-Box. 
Book  Notices. 
Dramatic  Column. 
Personals. 

The  World  of  Music.    Etc.,  Etc 
$1.00  a  year.    Single  copies,  10  cents.    Published  by 

8.  BRAINABD'S  SONS, 

Cleveland. 

Pure  Odd,  published  at  Toronto  (Ont)  is  a  good  and  safe 

family  paper.    We  like  the  name;  a  paper  with  such  a  name 

will  always  be  thinking  of  the  golden  rule,  and,  of  coarse, 

will  never  borrow  articles  for  its  editorial  caimans  and  forget 
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to  give  credit.  And  we  like  the  paper,  too;  it  agrees  with 
us  exactly  in  regard  to  the  relations  of  "the  churches  and  the 
Association." 

It  is  encouraging  to  know  that  the  Illustrated  Christian 
Weekly,  published  by  the  American  Tract  Society,  is  meet- 
ing with  well-merited  success  in  its  effort  to  stem  the  tide  of 
corrupt  literature  by  "  overcoming  evil  with  good."  We  notice 
the  publishers  make  a  special  offer  of  their  elegantly-illus- 
trated weekly  from  the  first  of  September  to  the  close  of  the 
present  year,  together  with  a  finely-engraved  new  map  of 
Palestine,  printed  in  colors,  to  any  person  on  receipt  of  sev- 
enty-five cents.  This  is  a  good  time  for  young  men  to 
subscribe,  for,  besides  getting  a  good  paper,  tbey  will  get  a 
map  which  will  be  of  great  use  to  them  in  their  Bible  studies. 


CURRENT   LITERATURE. 

How  to  Travel  for  Relaxation.— I  do  not  dislike  my 
business,  but  I  do  very  much  like  a  few  weeks  of  leisure  and  rec- 
reation far  beyond  its  reach  or  influence.  I  follow  no  method  in 
these  relaxations  of  the  yoke  of  life.  Method  seems  to  me  to  be 
but  a  continuation  of  the  yoke  in  a  new  form,  and  to  poison  relax- 
ation. But  it  is  my  general  aim  to  get  in  among  such  objects  of 
art  or  nature  as  are  the  most  worthy  of  enjoyment — picture  and 
statue  galleries :  great  buildings  and  the  vestiges  of  departed  em- 
pires for  the  one ;  mountains,  gorges,  snowy  peaks,  glaciers,  tor- 
rents, and  forests  for  the  other.  I  have  a  deep  reverence  for  ex- 
plorers of  Africa  and  the  Rocky  Mountains — for  all  men  who  lead 
lives  of  wild  and  daring  adventure,  that  in  the  gratification  of  a 
passion  of  their  own  strong  natures  they  may  benefit  the  world 
A  percentage  of  the  same  respect  I  have  for  your  Alpine  Club  sort 
of  people,  who  will  give  year  after  year,  and  much  money,  hard- 
ship, and  danger,  to  the  object  of  getting  at  some  special  snow-cov- 
ered summit  as  yet  untrodden  by  man.  But  only  a  few  of  us  can 
do  these  things,  even  If  they  were  desirable  for  all ;  and  among 
the  excluded  are  many  who  can  draw  hearty  enjoyment  out  of  the 
crumbs  of  such  a  way  of  life  as  may  fall  to  their  humble  lot.  The 
great  secret,  in  my  opinion,  in  such  a  small  investment  of  human 
happiness  as  I  have  referred  to,  is  absolutely  to  follow  inclination, 
and  to  disdain  the  uniform  beaten  path  of  the  guide-books  on  the 
one  side,  and,  on  the  other,  ambitious  projects  to  be  attempted  for 
purposes  of  paltry  notoriety.  Take  it  all  easily.  If  you  lay  down 
a  close-fitted  scheme  of  operations,  you  either  break  down"  in  the 
attempt,  probably  before  the  accomplishment  of  the  main  object, 
or  you  burden  yourself  with  a  responsibility  of  activity,  watchful- 
ness and  anxiety,  to  which  your  ordinary  business,  when  you 
return  to  it,  feels  like  a  genuine  relaxation.  It  is  surely  time 
that  there  should  come  an  end  to  that  national  folly  that  sets  our 
sons  and  daughters  to  "  do  "  some  established  piece  of  geography 
for  the  sake  of  "  saying  "  they  have  done  it.  Our  kinsmen  of 
America,  by  the  way,  participate  in  this  mania,  and  are  enlarging 
on  it,  as  on  everything  they  take  in  hand.  I  remember  once 
seeing  at  Antwerp  a  young  couple  from  New- York,  who  were 
"  doing  Europe."  London  and  Paris  they  had  got  through — one 
day  to  each.  But  never  mind ;  that  both  had  been  visited  was  a 
triumphant  fact  beyond  the  power  of  fate  to  undo.  But  there  was 
a  third  thing  to  be  done — Switzerland  and  the  Alps,  and  the  term 
for  their  inevitable  embarkation  to  redoes  the  Atlantic  was  run- 
ning so  near  as  to  place  this  achievement  in  frightful  peril.  Their 
terrors  and  anxieties  aroused  a  sympathetic  feeling  among  the 
British  tourists,  whose  hopes  and  fears  lay  within  a  narrower 
compass.  After  being  fully  examined  in  committee,  the  great 
feat  was  shown  to  be  possible.  If  they  missed  no  train,  and  if  no 
train  were  detained  beyond  its  time,  they  might  set  foot  on  a  point 
of  Swiss  soil  whence  it  was  possible  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the 
snowy  tops  of  the  Oberland  Mountains,  provided  that  at  the  criti- 
cal moment  the  sky  were  perfectly  cloudless.  It  was  a  costly  and 
fatiguing  affair  had  success  been  certain ;  but  then  consider  the 
splendid  stakes  played  for — to  have  been  in  Switzerland— to  have 
seen  the  Alps  I— BlactoeoocFs  Maganne. 

Drawing-Room  Slang.— "It  was  certainly,"  writes  Ad- 
dison, "  one  of  the  first  distinctions  of  a  well-bred  man  to  express 
everything  that  had  the  most  remote  appearance  of  being  ob- 
scene in  modest  terms  and  distant  phrases."  That "  Infamous 
piece  of  good-breeding"  which  loves  coarse  language  could,  he 
thought,  be  but  a  short-lived  fashion,  for  "  it  is  impossible  that 


such  an  irrational  way  of  conversation  should  last  long  among  a 
people  that  make  any  profession  of  religion  or  show  of  modesty." 
But  it  is  quite  consistent  with  professions  of  irreligion  and  shows 
of  immodeety,  as  Mr.  Spectator  would  have  occasion  to  observe 
if  he  could  listen  to  some  "  advanced  "  conversation  in  a  modem 
drawing-room. 

Of  the  two  evils — libertinage  of  speech  and  recklessness  of 
conduct — perhaps  that  which  degrades  language  is  the  worst. 
Corrupt  and  disordered  lives  preach  an  obvious  lesson,  even 
when  they  do  not  find  commentators  in  the  police,  and  correctives 
in  the  criminal  and  bankrupt  law ;  but  corrupt  and  disordered 
speech  endangers  not  only  the  individual,  but  all  with  whom  he 
has  verbal  dealings,  and  it  ultimately  affects  not  only  the  law- 
breakers, but  the  law-makers.  What  observant  person  can  doubt 
the  rapid  deterioration  of  spoken  language  throughout  Western 
Europe  ?  The  tongue  waxes  more  and  more  unruly,  and  with 
that  hopeless  unruliness  which  is  half  involuntary,  for  who  pie- 
tends  to  be  answerable  for  the  meaning  or  no  meaning  of  the 
slang  phrases  he  employs?  Assertion  and  denial  lose  their 
value;  trnth  and  falsehood  masquerade  in  undistinguishable 
forms.  It  is  true  that  this  is  an  agreeable  and  useful  confusion 
to  many  persons,  but  we  will  still  hope  that  the  many  are  not  the 
most  of  us,  and  that  the  general  sophistication  of  speech  is  not 
intentionally  welcomed  as  an  escape  from  the  obligations  of 
veracity. 

We  do  not  now  inveigh  against  the  uncultivated  taste  which 
cannot,  or  the  cynical  taste  which  will  not,  speak  with  accuracy 
and  refinement,  though  much  might  be  written  about  these  ene- 
mies to  sweetness  and  light.  Well-meaning  persons  have  aimed 
at  the  revival  of  Elizabethan  energy  by  the  revival  of  Eliza- 
bethan coarseness.  Tbey  endeavor  to  establish  their  earnest- 
ness, and  even  the  excellence  of  their  Protestantism,  by  sedulous- 
ly calling  a  spade  a  spade.  But  with  the  beet  intentions,  the 
natural  roughness  of  the  unpolished  diamond  cannot  be  restored ; 
and  meantime  this  artificial  plainness  has  encouraged  the  clown- 
ishness  of  expression  into  which  our  young  men  and  maidens 
fall  with  insular  readiness.  We  have  now  to  point  out  the 
progress  of  more  subtle  and  widespread  social  mischief  than 
could  be  caused  by  mere  rough  phrases,  and,  as  usual,  we  are 
compelled  to  say  that  women' are  largely  concerned  in  it.  Ran- 
dom and  coarse  talk  is  being  developed  with  the  rapidity  to  be 
expected  in  the  sex  least  able  to  resist  the  temptations  of  the 
tongue,  or  to  discern  sophistries  of  speech,  whether  those  of 
Eden  or  of  Rotten  Row.  Adulteration  of  language  is  pushed  on 
by  feminine  agency  with  a  fury  which  Queen  Anne  and  all  her 
literati  could  hardly  restrain,  and  which  Chaucer  and  Spenser 
might  despair  to  quench,  even  though  they  drew  for  our  help 
the  largest  draughts  of  English  undefiled. 

The  great  majority  of  good  women  deserve  to  have  their  hands 
strengthened  at  a  time  when  the  vanity  and  ignorance  of  some 
prominent  prophetesses  have  brought  discredit  even  on  true  su- 
periority in  education  and  intellectual  power.  Women  must  see 
to  it  that  they  do  not  fall  into  the  irretrievable  inferiority  that 
threatens  them.  Like  dram-drinkers,  too  many  among  them 
think  to  effect  a  cure  of  their  weakness  by  fresh  sips  of  the  poison 
that  injures  them,  while  they  neglect  the  legitimate  sources  of 
their'  strength,  and  wilfully  paralyze  the  influence  which  they 
ought  to  possess.  Amongst  the  many  strong  cards  in  woman's 
hand  is  her  acknowledged  subtlety  and  refined  strength  in  the' 
use  of  language ;  but  she  throws  it  away  when  she  rivals  men 
in  "  talking  shop,"  and  in  professional  slang  and  the  jabber  of 
the  season.  There  is  an  incongruity  grotesque  but  serious  in  the 
notion  of  an  "  awfully  jolly  g.  p."  (girl  of  the  period)  presiding  at 
the  dawn  of  intelligence  in  the  child  who  is  father  to  the  man. 
On  her  early  care  and  wise  governance  depends  largely  the  after- 
day  of  his  life.  She  holds  the  keys  which  open  the  gates  of 
knowledge,  and  she  possesses  in  her  prudent  motherhood  a  great- 
er power  than  could  be  supplied  by  any  possible  development 
of  muscle  or  increase  in  medical  or  theological  acquirements.  A 
crew  of  freckled  girl-students  may  some  day  challenge  the  elder 
universities,  some  withered  phenomenon  may  ride  a  Derby  win- 
ner, the  phrenological  formation  of  the  heads  of  the  coming  race 
of  women  may  be  as  pronounced  as  that  of  Socrates,  and  all 
men  may  be  bound  in  the  meshes  of  feminine  legislation  ;  yet  these 
triumphs  would  be  a  bad  exchange  for  that  natural  power  of 
moulding  ordinary  speech  which  our  fair  leaders  in  jargon  seem 
disposed  to  sacrifice.  From  different  but  convergent  causes 
women  are  losing  position  all  along  the  line  of  social  march ;  and 
one  of  the  most  suicidal  of  their  abdications  is  their  misuse  of 
their  mother  tongue.  Rough  recklessness  we  might  condone,  but 
to  be  rough,  reckless,  and  unintelligible,  except  to  their  mates  in 
slang,  is  a  note  of  savagery  sounded  within  our  civilized  pale 
that  ought  to  startle  us.  It  is  all  very  well  to  smile  at  the  incon- 
gruity of  bad  language  from  sweet  and  well-cut  lips,  but  how- 
ever much  our  satiated  taste  may  enjoy  such  surprises,  these 
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tricks  of  the  tongue  are  not  tafe  jokes.  It  is  obvious  how  loss  of 
Tespect  must  follow  on  all  this,  but  respect  for  women  is  a  weak- 
ness of  the  past.  The  strength  of  modern  Amazons  can  afford 
to  do  without  that  old  reverence  for  the  words  and  the  manners 
of  women  wbich,  it  was  fondly  thought,  was  a  chief  means  no 
less  than  a  chief  result  of  social  improvement.  But  if  women 
-can  sacrifice  their  rights,  men  cannot  submit  without  protest  to 
the  consequences  of  such  abdication  of  her  throne  by  the  world's 
wife  and  by,  until  further  notice,  the  world's  mother. — Saturday 
Review. 

The  Church  Wants  Young  Men.— At  the  age  of  twenty, 
seven,  Napoleon  executed  that  grand  campaign  in  Italy  which 
-stamped  him  the  foremost  captain  of  any  age,  drove  back  the 
routed  Austrians  to  their  capital,  treated  with  the  haughtiest 
monarch  in  Europe  as  an  equal,  and  exacted  from  the  terror- 
stricken  House  of  Hapsburg  peace  on  his  own  terms.  At  twenty, 
seven,  Calvin  put  forth  those  "  Institutes,"  which  have  so  pro- 
foundly affected  the  theological  thought  of  the  world  ever  since. 
At  twenty-seven,  Summerfield  ascended,  leaving  a  name  which 
the  Church  will  cherish  forever,  not  merely  as  the  designation  of 
a  remarkable  person,  but  as  the  delicious  aroma  of  a  style  of  sym- 
pathetic and  subduing  eloquence,  unique  and  inimitable.  All 
"these  men  were  forces ;  and  whatever  men  are  destined  to  be 
forces,  and  not  merely  respectable  figure-heads,  are  generally 
thrust  out  into  the  arena  and  put  upon  their  mettle  young. 

If  I  were  a  painter,  and  should  be  called  upon  to  depict  the 
.genius  of  this  age,  I  would  not  put  upon  the  canvas  a  granite 
mart  surmounted  by  a  wild  Ideal  figure  of  Commerce;  nor  a 
judicial  hall  adorned  with  the  familiar  statue  with  sword  and 
balances  and  bandaged  eyes ;  nor  a  lofty  dome  crowned  with  the 
lovely  form  of  Liberty.  Not  wealth,  nor  j  ostice,  nor  freedom ;  not 
peace,  nor  science,  nor  agriculture,  nor  all  combined,  can  ade- 
quately represent  the  spirit  of  this  age.  I  would  paint  a  young 
man  standing  on  the  orb  of  the  world ;  his  back  turned  to  the 
spectres  of  the  past,  his  eye  beaming  as  he  gazes  on  the  beckon- 
ing angels  of  the  future;  his  arm  bared  for  heroic  achievement; 
his  hand  ready  to  grasp  plough,  trowel  or  chisel,  sword,  helm  or 
pen ;  his  forehead  beaming  with  the  light  of  intelligence ,  his 
heart  bounding  with  that  only  unfailing  inspiration,  the  love  of 
Jesus,  and,  for  His  sake,  the  love  of  that  humanity  in  which  He 
was  incarnated  that  he  might  redeem  it ;  and  his  whole  being 
answering  to  the  thrilling  blast  of  all  the  trumpets  of  Providence, 
44  Forward  and  upward." 

Proverbs  which  are  kept  in  circulation  are  rarely  counterfeits. 
The  pure  gold  of  truth  is  in  them,  or  they  would  drop  out  of  the 
currency.  One  such  is  this :  "  Old  men  for  counsel,  young  men 
for  action."  And  why?  Not  because  old  men  are  wanting  in 
strength  or  courage ;  but  because  they  are  liable  to  be  overbur- 
dened with  prudence,  so  as  not  to  be  equal  to  the  desperate  charge 
on  the  double-quick,  when  knapsacks  and  even  cartridge-pouches 
must  be  thrown  away,  and  the  bayonet  becomes  the  sole  reliance. 
There  is  an  uncalculating,  an  almost  reckless  enthusiasm,  which 
in  the  crisis  hours  of  Church  and  State,  alike,  has  always  been 
the  chief  inspiration  of  success.  It  is  the  undrilled  stripping  and 
not  the  old  swordsman  who  slays  Goliath. 

The  great  need  of  the  Church  is  action.  Her  creeds  are  clear 
enough  ;  her  theology  has  been  fully  enough  written ;  her  methods 
of  work  need  no  very  radical  revision  ;  her  prayers  might  indeed 
be  more  numerous  and  fervent,  but  her  great  want  is  mora  mo- 
tion. She  needs  to  feel  Christ's  hero-creating  "Go"  like  a  hurri- 
cane at  her  back,  and  the  fierce  glow  of  His  love  in  her  heart,  so 
that  she  may  continually  cry  through  all  her  members,  as  the 
restless  Apostle  did,  "  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  me,"  etc. 

We  want  a  grand  charge  all  along  the  line ;  and  it  must  be 
made  chiefly  by  young  men.  War-scarred  veterans,  who  have  been 
in  the  fore-front  from  their  youth,  may  well  be  recognized  among 
our  most  trusted  leaders  (indeed,  it  is  the  glory  of  such  men  to  be 
young  forever),  but  none,  of  their  years,  can  be  freshly  enlisted  for 
the  most  important  work  of  the  Church.  Convert  an  old  man, 
and  you  may  have  a  rough  clap-board  or  a  crooked  club ;  con- 
vert a  young  man,  and  you  are  likely  to  have  a  strong  pillar  or 
»  polished  shaft. 

One  of  the  predictions  concerning  the  Christian  dispensation, 
made  eight  hundred  years  before  Christ,  and  yet  to  be  completely 
fulfilled,  is  this :  "  Your  young  men  shall  see  visions."  The 
grandest  chapters  in  the  history  of  the  early  church  are  .those 
which  record  the  career  of  a  young  man  who  saw  visions,  and 
followed  them.  A  vision  transformed  him  from  the  bitterest  of 
persecutors  into  the  chief  of  the  Apostles.  At  Corinth,  he  shook 
the  dust  from  his  feet,  and  turned  his  back  upon  the  blaspheming 
rejecters  of  bis  Matter ;  but  a  vision  stopped  him,  and  remanded 


him  to  that  field  a  year  and  a  half  longer,  to  reap  a  glorious  har- 
vest. Led  by  a  vision,  he  overleaped  the  boundaries  of  Asia, 
planted  the  Gospel  in  Europe,  and  adorned  it  there,  until  he  was 
called  to  lay  his  noble  head  on  Nero's  block  and  his  sublime  soul 
at  Jesus'  feet.— Rev.  Cyrui  D.  Fou,  in  Christian  at  Work. 


SELECTIONS. 


A  Father's  Advice  to  a  Bride.— Said  a  young  husband 
whose  business  speculations  were  unsuccessful :  "  My  wife's  silver 
tea-set,  the  bridal  gift  of  a  rich  uncle,  doomed  me  to  financial  rain. 
It  involved  a  hundred  unexpected  expenses,  which  my  trying  to 
meet  made  me  the  bankrupt  I  am."  His  experience  is  the  expe- 
rience of  many  others,  who,  less  wise,  do  not  know  what  is  the 
goblin  of  the  house,  working  its  destruction.  A  sagacious  father 
of  great  wealth  exceedingly  mortified  his  daughter  by  ordering 
it  to  be  printed  on  her  wedding  cards :  "  No  presents  except  those 
adapted  to  an  income  of  $1000."  Said  he :  "  You  must  not  expect 
to  begin  life  in  the  style  I  am  able,  by  many  years  of  labor,  to  in- 
dulge ;  and  I  know  of  nothing  which  will  tempt  you  to  try  it 
more  than  the  well-intentioned  but  pernicious  gifts  of  rich  friends." 
Such  advice  to  a  daughter  is  timely.  If  other  parents  would  follow 
the  same  plan,  many  young  men  would  be  spared  years  of  inces- 
sant toil  and  anxiety ;  they  would  not  find  themselves  on  the 
downward  road  because  their  wives  had  worn  all  of  their  salary, 
or  expended  it  on  the  appointments  of  the  house.  The  fate  of  the 
poor  man  who  found  a  linchpin,  and  felt  himself  obliged  to  make 
a  carriage  to  fit  it,  is  the  fate  of  the  husband  who  finds  his  bride 
in  possession  of  gold  and  silver  valuables,  and  no  large  income  to 
support  the  owners  in  gold  and  silver  style. 

God  looks  not  at  the  oratory  of  our  prayers,  how  eloquent  they 
are ;  nor  at  their  geometry,  how  long  they  are ;  nor  at  their  arith- 
metic, how  many  they  are ;  nor  at  their  logic,  how  methodical 
they  are ;  but  He  looks  at  their  sincerity,  how  spiritual  they  are. 
— Anon. 

The  age  has  become'  sordid.  The  young  men  avoid  all  em- 
ployments but  those  supposed  to  be  lucrative.  The  colleges  are 
thinned  out,  because  "  one  does  not  need  a  liberal  education  in 
order  to  make  money."  Populous  counties  may  be  found  with- 
out a  single  young  man  in  their  schools  fitting  for  college.  And 
the  mania  is  to  grow  rich  fast,  and  to  become  millionaires  by  suc- 
cessful speculation  rather  than  by  steady  industry.  This  is  a 
perpetual  temptation  to  fraud.  "He  that  maketh  haste  to  be 
rich  shall  not  be  innocent,"  wrote  the  wise  man  of  old.  With 
this  is  naturally  coupled  a  profuse  expenditure  and  a  growth  in 
luxury  which  can  only  be  maintained  by  a  large  income,  in  lack 
of  which  resort  must  be  had  to  fraud.  Fast  living  and  an  over- 
estimate of  money  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  increasing  dishon- 
esties of  the  day. — Advance. 

THE  TRUE  LIFE. 

BY  CARLOS  WILCOX. 

Tia  infamy  to  die  and  not  be  missed, 

Or  let  all  soon  forget  that  thou  didst  e'er  exist. 

Bouse  to  some  work  of  high  and  holy  love, 
And  thoa  an  angel's  happiness  shalt  know : 

Shalt  bless  the  earth,  when  in  that  world  above. 
The  good  begun  by  thee  shall  onward  flow 
In  many  a  branching  stream,  and  wider  grow. 

The  seed,  that  in  these  few  and  fleeting  hours 
Thy  hands  unsparing  and  unwearied  sow 

Shall  deck  thy  grave  with  amaranthine  flowers, 

And  yield  thee  fruits  divine,  in  heaven's  immortal  bowers. 

Double-Beaded  Zeal.— -Men  that  are  fierce  for  this  world 
are  not  generally  so  for  the  other  world.  But  undoubtedly  H  is 
possible  for  men  to  be  zealous  in  both  religion  and  worldly 
business.  And  perhaps,  also,  in  some  points  of  light,  such  a 
double-headed  zeal  is  desirable. 

For  have  not  both  the  church  and  the  world  need  of  just  such 
men  —  earnest,  resolute,  bold,  enterprising,  intent  men?  wide- 
awake, go-ahead,  indefatigable  merchants,  lawyers,  manufactur- 
ers, artisans,  and  agriculturists  ?  alert  editors,  railroad  managers, 
inventors,  military  men,  and  statesmen ?  It  is  a  wide-awake  age; 
and  wideawake  men  are  both  it*  root  and  offspring.    And  if  i    ' 
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men  are  but  wide-awake,  zealous,  eager,  or  all  aglow,  in  piety 
too,  h  is  only  an  example  of  an  appropriate  and  felicitous  equili- 
brium  of  forces.  It  is  only  tbe  lack  of  this  equilibrium  which 
turns  the  eager  business-man  into  an  idolator.  And  it  is  also  the 
great  danger  of  missing  this  equilibrium  which  makes  the  eager 

Fmrsnit  of  riches,  or  deep  immersion  in  business,  so  dangerous, 
f  only  a  man  has  grace  enough  to  write  without  hypocrisy, 
"  Holiness  to  the  Lord,"  on  the  bells  of  his  horses,  he  may  have 
as  many  of  them  as  he  pleases,  and  drive  them  as  fast  as  he 
pleases,  hither  and  thither,  through  the  highways  of  life,  provided, 
always,  he  does  not  run  over  pedestrians  as  he  goes,  nor  interfere 
with  other  drivers'  hubs  or  wheels. 

Want  of  this  equilibrium,  or  an  over-fierceness  for  this  world, 
seems  to  have  been  what  hurt  poor  Lot,  prompting  him  to  his 
apparent  disrespect  of  his  uncle  Abraham,  in  taking  the  first 
choice  of  territory,  and  leading  him  to  locate  in  the  perilous  pre- 
cincts of  Sodom,  where  he  lost  the  virtue  if  not  the  souls  of  his 
children.  We  are  not  clear  that  our  world  wants  many  such  par- 
tially unbalanced  men  as  Lot. — Christian  Weekly. 

Sensational  Preaching.— AW.  good  preaching  is  sensa- 
tional. It  means  setting  forth  startling  truths  in  a  startling  way. 
It  means  setting  people  to  thinking  about  God  and  duty.  It  is 
not  necessary  that  ministers  should  be  like  each  other,  or  tread  in 
the  steps  of  each  other,  to  bring  this  about.  They  have  only  need 
to  feel  the  force  of  their  message  to  awaken  a  sensation.  As  my 
eye  runs  rapidly  over  the  church  of  the  past,  I  find  that  the  thrill- 
ing preaching  has  usually  reaped  the  largest  harvest.  The  people 
wept  under  Ezra's  stirring  appeals.  When  Jerome  Narni  preached  in 
Rome,  half  the  city  went  from  the  churches  crying  al  ong  the  streets: 
"  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us."  We  all  know  how  the  people  were 
melted  under  the  calm  but  keen  words  of  Wesley  and  Edwards. 
I  suppose  Christ  caused  a  greater  flutter  than  any  of  his  ministers. 
Imagine  one  of  our  staid  pulpits  adapting  his  meaning  to  a  mod- 
ern congregation,  and  hurling  ont  his  anathema :  Woe  unto  you, 
ye  teachers  and  government  officers  and  doctors,  who  pretend  to  be 
what  you  are  not  1  If  sensational  preaching  means  getting  out 
of  old  ruts  and  on  higher  ground ;  if  it  means  keeping  the  atten- 
tion of  a  congregation  bewildered  by  the  cares  of  the  week,  and  the 
snorere  awake ;  if  it  means  drawing  the  crowd  that  never  looks 
into  a  church,  and  making  them  feel  that  they  are  sinners  and 
need  a  Saviour,  then  the  more  of  such  preaching  we  have  the  bet- 
ter.— Bet.  A.  F.  Lyon. 

Young  men,  you  are  the  architects  of  your  own  fortunes. 
Keep  at  your  helm,  and  steer'  your  own  ship,  and  remember  that 
the  great  art  of  commanding  is  to  take  a  fair  share  of  the  work. 
Rise  above  the  envious  and  jealous.  Energy,  invincible  deter- 
mination, with  a  right  motive,  are  the  levers  that  move  the 
world.  Don't  drink.  Don't  chew.  Don't  smoke.  Don't  swear. 
Don't  deceive.  Don't  read  novels.  Be  in  earnest.  Be  self-reliant. 
Be  generous.  Be  civil.  Read  the  papers.  Advertise  your  busi- 
ness. Make  money,  and  do  good  with  it.  Love  your  God  and 
fellow-men.  Love  truth  and  virtue.  Love  your  country  and  obey 
its  laws.— President  Porter. 

nationalism.— -Men  and  women  of  God,  at  this  point  the 
great  battle  of  Christianity  is  to  be  fought.  It  is  not  Romanism 
that  is  so  much  to  be  feared.  Wounded  in  its  head  in  Italy,  its 
limbs  are  everywhere  shivering  with  dissolution,  and  the  death- 
rattle  is  already  in  the  throat  of  that  old  "  mother  of  harlots." 
But  the  great  foe  of  Christianity  to-day  is  the  rationalism  that 
comes  out  from  our  schools,  and  universities,  and  magazines,  and 
newspapers,  to  scoff  at  Bible  truth  and  caricature  the  old  religion 
of  Jesus.  It  says  Jesus  is  not  God,  for  it  is  impossible  to  explain 
how  he  can  be  divine  and  human  at  the  same  time.  The  Bible 
is  not  inspired,  for  there  are  in  H  things  that  they  don't  like. 
Regeneration  is  a  farce ;  there  is  good  enough  in  us,  and  the  only 
thing  is  to  bring  it  out.  Development  is  the  word — development. 
The  Garden  of  Eden  is  a  Hairy  story,  and  no  more  to  be  believed 
than  the  Arabian  Nights,  or  Gulliver's  Travels,  or  Robinson  Oru- 
toe.  We  all  started  as  baboons,  and  are  blood  relations  to  that 
monkey  squirming  about  on  the  top  of  that  hand-organ.  There 
is  no  hell,  and  all  the  Bible  passages  announcing  that  there  is 
must  be  twisted  to  suit  our  own  preferences ;  and  so  that  terrl- 
ible  place  toward  which  they  are  all  bound,  unless  they  repent,  is 
made  to  point  more  jokes  in  New- York  Unlay  than  all  other 
things  combined.  Lazarus  was  not  dead  when  Christ  pretended 
to  raise  him;  he  was  only  playing  a*?ifi.  The  water  was  not 
changed  into  wine  at  the  wedding,  but  Christ  brought  in  some 
wine  that  he  had  found  elsewhere  to  make  u;>  for  the  deficiency. 


Christ  did  not  walk  on  the  sea,  but  on  the  shore,  so  near  that  it 
seemed  as  if  he  really  were  on  the  water. 

What  is  still  more  alarming  Is,  that  Christian  men  dare  not 
meet  this  ridicule.  There  is  not  one  Christian  man  in  five  that 
can,  unblanched,  stand  in  the  presence  of  all  this  raillery,  say. 
ing :  "  I  believe  in  the  whole  Bible,  and  in  every  single  state- 
ment that  it  makes."  Christian  men  try  to  soften  the  Bible 
down  to  suit  the  skeptics.    .    .    . 

The  moment  you  begin  to  explain  away  the  miraculous  and 
supernatural,  you  surrender  the  Bible.  Take  the  supernatural 
out  of  the  Bible,  and  you  make  it  a  collection  of  lies  and  hum- 
bugs, in  preference  to  which  I  choose  JBsop's  Fables.  They  are 
what  they  pretend  to  be— fables.  Bnt  if,  after  all  that  the  Bible 
declares,  Jesus  is  not  raised  from  the  dead,  and  the  water  was 
not  turned  into  wine,  and  the  Red  Sea  was  not  divided,  then  the 
Bible  is  the  worst  fraud  ever  perpetrated  in  God's  universe.  .  .  . 
"  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved  ;  and  he  that 
believeth  not  shall  be  damned !"  By  this  announcement  of 
God's  Word  I  stand  or  fall.  Come  scorn,  or  criticism,  or  anath- 
ema !  An  infallible  Bible  I  A  supernatural  religion!  A  divine 
Saviour  in  whom  men  must  believe  or  be  lost  I  In  behalf  of  God's 
Word,  and  the  old-fashioned  religion  of  our  fathers,  and  the 
crosn  of  Christ,  on  which  I  have  hunfr  my  hopes  for  eternity,  I 
proclaim  everlasting  war  against  rationalism.  Know  all  men, 
in  America  and  in  Europe,  to  whom  these  words  shall  oome- 
where  we  stand  I  An  infallible  Bible  I  A  supernatural  relig- 
ion !  A  Saviour  in  whom  m«n  must  believe,  or  be  lost. — Rev.  £• 
DeWitt  Talmage. 

Tlie  Bible. — I  dreamed  that  suddenly,  in  one  night/ all  the 
copies  of  the  Bible  that  were  in  existence  became  volumes  of 
blank  paper.  Moreover,  every  text,  every  phrase  which  had 
been  quoted,  not  only  in  the  books  of  devotion  and  theology,  but 
in  those  of  poetry  and  fiction,  was  remorselessly  expunged.  Never 
before  had  I  any  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Bible 
had  moulded  the  intellectual  and  moral  life  of  the  past  eighteen 
centuries,  nor  how  intimately  it  had  interfused  itself  with  habits  of 
thought  and  modes  of  expression ;  nor  how  naturally  and  exten- 
sively its  comprehensive  imagery  and  language  had  been  intro- 
duced into  human  writings,  and  most  of  all  where  there  had  been 
most  of  genius.  A  vast  portion  of  literature  became  instantly 
worthless,  and  was  transformed  into  so  much  waste  paper.  It 
was  almost  impossible  to  look  into  any  book  of  merit,  and  read 
ten  pages  together,  without  coming  to  some  provoking  erasures 
and  mutilations,  some  "  hiatus  voids  deflendi, which  made  whole 
passages  perfectly  unintelligible.  Many  of  the  sweetest  pas- 
sages of  Shakespeare  were  converted  into  unmeaning  nonsense 
from  the  absence  of  those  words  which  his  own  all  but  divine 
genius  had  appropriated  from  a  still  diviner  source.  As  to  Mil- 
ton, he  was  nearly  ruined,  as  might  naturally  be  supposed. 
Walter  Scott's  novels  were  filled  with  perpetual  lacuna.  I 
hoped  it  might  be  otherwise  with  the  philosophers,  and  so  it 
was ;  but  even  here  it  was  curious  to  see  what  strange  ravages 
the  visitation  had  wrought.  Some  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
comprehensive  of  Bacon's  Aphorisms  were  reduced  to  enigmati- 
cal nonsense. — Henry  Rogers. 

No  youth  can  afford  to  give  himself  over  to  a  life  of  indo- 
lence. The  majority  of  the  human  race  must  toil  for  their  daily 
bread,  and  God  has  given  them  talents  to  win  it.  If  he  has  con- 
ferred nine  talents,  the  responsibility  to  improve  them  is  in- 
creased so  many  fold.  It  is  not  for  a  genius  to  say :  "  I  need  not 
toil  like  other  men,  my  talents  should  win  me  renown  and  for- 
tune." They  never  will  win  even  a  crust  unless  they  are  put  at 
interest.  Some  men  seem  to  have  the  magic  of  turning  every- 
thing they  touch  into  gold,  but  it  is  the  magic  of  hard,  untiring 
industry  that  accomplishes  it.  Success  often  comes  in  the  very 
humblest  walks  of  life  when  it  is  joined  with  this  diligence. 

The  foundation  of  one  of  the  wealthiest  foreign-fruit  houses 
in  Boston  was  formed  thirty  years  ago  by  selling  apples  at  a  lit- 
tle corner  stand.  A  head  writer  in  a  Boston  hotel  is  putting  up 
a  fine  granite  building ;  a  porter  in  a  bank  on  State-street  owns 
eight  houses,  and  an  old  apple-woman  pays  taxes  on  a  thirty- 
thousand-dollar  house. 

If  you  have  industry  and  a  wise  economy,  you  may  rise  in  the 
world,  whatever  your  business. 

A  distinguished  man  has  said:  "There  is  no  genius  but  that 
of  patient  labor."  And  those  who  cultivate  best  this  gift  prove 
ever  the  successful  men  in  a  community. — Exchange. 

Always  have  a  book  within  your  reach  which  you  may  catch 
up  at  odd  moments.   Resolve  to  edge  in  a  little  reading  every  day 
if  it  is  but  a  sentence.    If  you  can  get  fifteen  minutes  a  day,  it. 
will  be  felt  at  the  end  of  the  year.    Thoughts  take  np  no  room* 
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When  they  we  right,  they  afford  *  pleasure  which  one  may 
travel  or  labor  with  without  any  trouble  or  incumbeance. 

A  tna»  lately  entered  a  draper's  shop  so  drunk  that  he  was 
scarcely  able  to  stand.  He  purchased  a  small  article,  and  the 
merchant,  who  is  a  teetotaler,  slipped  into  the  parcel  a  tract  on 
the  advantages  of  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors.  This 
was  found  by  the  drunkard  when  he  got  home.  He  perused  it 
when  sober,  and,  on  the  Monday  evening  following,  became  a 
member  of  the  total  abstinence  society.  Will  not  all  abstinence 
shop-keepers  follow  his  example  t 

A  Good  Bee/inning.— Hon.  Erastus  Coming  died  not  long 
<unce,  at  Albany,  worth  nearly  ten  million  dollars.  He  came  to  the 
city  in  early  boyhood,  poor  and  friendless,  seeking  employment. 
Applying  at  a  store  for  work  of  some  kind,  the  merchant  thought 
him  too  small  and  young  for  service.    - 

"  Why,  my  little  boy,"  said  he,  "  what  can  you  dor 

'•  Can  do  what  I  am  bid,  sir  1"  was  the  prompt  reply. 

That  reply  secured  him  a  place,  and  that  spirit  made  him  a  fa- 
vorite  with  his  employer,  and  assured  steady  promotion.  Any 
young  man  who  is  ready  for  hard  work  and  attends  to  his  duties 
promptly  and  with  thoroughness,  may  hope  to  succeed.  Idlers 
and  shirkers,  whose  aimis  to  do  as  little  as  possible,  have  a  hard 
road  to  travel. 


The  Executive  Committee  issues  five  tracts,  relating* 
the  organization  and  work  of  the  Associations : 

1.  Suggestions  as  to  the  organisation  and  work  of  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations. 

2.  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  work  in  small  towns,  hj 
Verranus  Morse,  MJD. 

8.  The  test  of  active  membership. 

4.  The  work  of  the  corresponding  members  of  the  Exeevirn 
Committee. 

5.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  as  it  in — its  field, 
work,  and  agencies,  by  Richard  C.  Morse. 

Small  quantities  of  these  the  oommittee  gladly  furnish  fret 
on  application ;  or  if  desired  for  general  circulation,  at  the  men 
cost  of  printing.  _______ 

Wants  Supplied.— A  good  man  shall  have  what  he  needs 
not  always  what  he  thinks  he  needs.  Providence  intends  the 
supply  of  our  necessities,  but  not  of  our  desires.  He  will  satisfy 
our  wants,  but  not  our  wantonness.  When  a  thing  is  not  needful 
a  man  cannot  properly  be  said  to  want  it ;  when  it  iB  needful,  a 
good  man  shall  not  be  without  it  What  is  not  bestowed  upon 
us  may  not  be  so  beautiful  at  that  time  wherein  we  desire  it,  far 
everything  is  beautiful  in  its  season.  He  that  did  not  want  God's 
kindness  to  renew  him  shall  never  want  God's  kindness  to  supply 
him ;  his  hand  shall  not  be  wanting  to  give  where  his  heart  hat 
been  so  large  in  working.— Charnoek. 
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COLGATE  &  CO.'S 

Fragrant  Toilet  Soaos  are  pre- 
pared by  skilled  workmen  from 
the  best  materials  and  are  known 

aS  the       STANDARD 
by  Dealers  and  Consumers. 

Sold  by  all  Dealers  In 

PERFUMERY 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LEAD 

ajto 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Hanufacturero  of 

Pure  White  Lead.  Dry  and  in  Oil. 

RED  LEAD  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red  Lead    eto 

ALSO, 

LINSEED     OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLGATE  &  CO. 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

JOT  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 
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THOUA8  DENNT, 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSE, 

318  But  88d  Street. 

Riramroa  bt  Pmwssiow .— Dr.  Wm.  I.  Baner. 
13  East  SSd  Street;  Dr.  Chaa.  M.  Allin,  43  West  88th 
Street. 


HAWKES'  PATEHT  POTTO  TAL*  PEH. 

Wbites  Teh  Hocbs.  Holder  fits  any  pen.  By 
Mall,  Nickel,  $1.00:  Bobber,  $1.80,  $8.00  and  $8.50; 
also  superior  quality  Gold  Pens,  Robber  and  Gold 
Pencils,  etc  Pens  repaired  50c  each.  Send  stamp 
-     —     Oar. 

GEO.  F.  HAWKES,  M  Nassau  St,  N.  T. 
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FRANCIS  &  LOUTREL, 

No.  49  MAIDEN  LANE, 

Stationers,  Printers,  and  Manufac- 
turers of  Patent  Spring-Back 
Account  Books. 

AU  kinds  of  first-class  Stationery,  Writing  Papers 

Dm**.   Portfolio!'.    Scrap-Bnoks,    Expense    Books 
Diaries  for  187S.  Pocket  Cntlery.  Cards,  Chessmen 
Wallets,  etc..  etc.    We  keep  everything  In  our  line 
and  sell  at  lowest  prices. 
Patent  Composition  for  Printers'  Inking  Rollers- 


USE 
JOHN   DWICHT  A  CO.'S 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Par- 
poses:   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Blip.  New* York 
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STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FROM 

NKW-YOKK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Morula 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passengers. 

Passengers  booked  at  through  rates  to  and  from 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 

THE  ANCHOR  UNB  steamers  an  first  class  In 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  trafflc  are  safe,  com- 
fortable, reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  their 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  excelled 
by  any  other  Une  1 1 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  In  Currency. 

Prom  New-Tork  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  London- 
derry, or  Queenstown,  Cabins,  (65  and  $75;  Hound 
Trip,  $180 :  Intermediate.  $38 ;  Steerage  fSS. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80 :  Round  Trip, 
$140 ;  Intermediate.  **7;  Steerage,  $32. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam, 
Cabins,  $80  aud  $90  :  Round  Trip,  $160 ;  Intermedi- 
ate, $40:  Steerage,  $85. 

fJsT-  Children  o  ne  to  twelve  years,  hall  tare.  In 
touts  under  one  year  free. 

Company's  Offices : 

K«w  Vm*  I '  Bowling  Green, 
New-York,  >S1  Bro(uiw„ 

HENDERSON  BROS.,  Agents. 


Fifteen  Years  Before  The  Pnlc. 
Br.  H.  B.  POOLE'S 

DENTS  SAVOtt 


Warranted  the  moat  perfect  Dentifrice  in  the 
American  market. 

Sold  by  all  Druggists  and  dealers  In  toilet  articles 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and  at  Us  Dental 
Booms,  Greenpoint,  L.  L 
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WORKING. 

BY  MABY  W.  It'LAIN. 

Rest  while  the  day  is  passing, 

And  work  is  yet  to  bo  done ! 
Shall  we  fold  our  hands  in  idleness, 

And  lie  at  ease  in  the  sun  t 
The  workers  should  never  be  idle, 

Should  never  be  pausing  for  rest, 
Till  it  comes  with  Nature's  blessing, 

When  the  sun  is  down  in  the  west. 

We  must  work  our  work  in  patience, 

And  serve  in  faith,  all  day ; 
Though  we  fiunt  and  are  very  weary, 

We  must  never  leave  the  way. 
He  who  gave  us  our  work  wiU  help  us, 

He  will  lighten  each  heavy  care, 
For  we  know  our  backs  are  fitted 

For  the  burden  that  they  must  bear/  ' 

We  are  not  meant  to  be  Idle 

Day-laborers  in  the  field  ; 
We  each  have  a  garden  given  us, 

Our  life  is  the  fruit  it  will  yield.' 
We  must  toil  in  it  without  ceasing, 

In  the  scorching  sun  and  the  rain ; 
Each  moment  we  lose  is  a  flower 

That  never  can  blossom  again. 

It's  late,  for  now  the  day  is  fax  spent, 

And  the  night  is  coming  on ; 
We  must  work  with  all  our  vigor  now ; 

Then  well  rest  when  the  sun  is  gone. 
The  hours  are  swift  fleeting  from  us, 

Each  bearing  its  burden  above  ; 
Can  we  let  one  hour  go  empty 

To  the  throne  of  Eternal  Love  T 

We  must  work  while  it  is  the  day-tima. 

For  no  man  can  work  in  the  night ; 
If  we  do  so  with  earnest  strivings, 

Our  Father  will  see  that  it's  right. 
And  the  rest  will  be  waiting  for  tb 

When  all  of  oar  labor  is  done, 
And  the  cross  we  have  borne  in  patience 

Will  be  changed  to  the  crown  we  have  won. 
— New-  York  Observer. 


THE 


YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOC1A 
TION,  AND  ITS  SPECIAL  FIELD 
OF  LABOR. 

BY  K.  CAETWKIOnT  THOMAS. 

Thb  topic  under  our  consideration  is  that  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  its  nature  and  special  field  of  labor.  If  we 
contemplate  its  nature,  we  are  especially  reminded  that  it  is  a 
Christian  association.  Who  can  raise  an  objection  to  such  an  or- 
ganization? We  know  that  there  are  those  who  would  say : 
"  The  Church  is  such."  To  such  persons  we  should  naturally  re 
ply :  "  What  Church  ?"  Those  of  us  who  do  not  presume  to  claim 
the  exclusive  recognition  of  our  own  sect  as  the  chosen  Church  of 


ourSaVionr  and  His  apostles ;  those  who  are  not  prepared  to  brand 
with  the  charge'of  schism  all  who  are  without  the  pale  of  their  own 
denomination — will  readily  admit  the  Church  to  be  a  Christian 
association,  and  that  all  Christians,  whether  they  be  associated 
as  young  or  as  old  men,  are  members  of  that  Church ;  but  we 
claim,  nevertheless,  that  we  are  justified  in  the  title  that  we  have 
assumed,  and  that  our  purpose  is  thereby  defined  to  be  an  union 
of  all  sects — a  fusion  of  all  denominations  calling  themselves 
Christians — branches  of  the  wide-spreading  tree  of  Christianity. 
Upon  what  principle,  then,  will  any "  Christian "  stand  aloof, 
and  refuse  to  bid  us  God-speed  1  Whatever  may  be  the  defects  of 
our  operations — whatever  may  be  our  shortcomings — the  princi- 
ple upon  which  we  are  founded  is  intact,  and  our  errors,  if  errors 
there  be,  are  such  as  may  be  best  amended  by  a  united  and  cor- 
dial assistance  from  both  clergy  and  laity.  .  .  a 

The  topic  for  discussion  further  invites  us  to  state  our  views 
upon  tho  "  special  field  of  labor"  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.  We  might  naturally  ask,  why  restrict  its  labors  to 
a  field  f  Why  may  not  the  whole  domain  of  Christianity  be  its 
work  ?  Can  an  association  banded  together  under  the  common 
title  of  "  Christian" — whether  it  be  organized  by  young  men  or 
for  young  men,  be  confined  within  boundaries  of  duty  ?  Regard- 
ing^ thus,  it  is  not  easy  to  define  its  specialty ;  yet,  if  we  closely 
analyze  its  mechanism,  we  may  perhaps  discover  the  direction  in 
which  it  may  be  made  more  essentially  useful,  in  the  promotion 
of  the  welfare  of  young  men,  and  in  the  advancement  of  vital 
Christianity.  We  view  it  as  an  association  to  be  worked  mainly 
by  young  men,  and  for  their  peculiar  benefit.  By  what  method, 
then,  can  the  enrolment  of  its  members  be  increased  1  For  what 
purposes  shall  the  enrolment  be  sought  ?  and  how  shall  these  pur- 
poses be  best  maintained?  The  reply  to  the  first  query  will  bee 
Seek  young  men  for  enrolment.  In  addition  to  the  individual 
effort  of  every  member,  a  vigilance  committee  may  be  usefully  es- 
tablished, whose  special  duty  it  may  be  to  watch  for  young  men. 
These  may  be  found  in  the  churches,  in  the  work-shops,  in  the 
counting-house ;  nay,  they  may  be  found  in  the  billiard-room,  in 
the  oyster-saloon,  or  even  in  the  lower  haunts  of  vice.  We  are 
taught  that  "  the  devil  goeth  about  like  a  roaring  lion,  seeking 
whom  he  may  devour."  Can  the  committee  be  better  employed 
than  in  thus  "  going  about,"  like  an  angel  of  love,  seeking  whom 
it  may  save*  What  a  practical  report  would  such  a  committee 
make  if  it  could  show,  by  way  of  a  diurnal  comment  upon  its 
workB :  "  To-day  we  spoke  to  a  young  man  in  such  a  warehouse ; 
yesternight  we  addressed  such  an  one,  walking  with  unsteady 
steps  from  the  drinking-saloon.  We  invited  them  to  our  rooms; 
we  inquired  their  address,  and  deputed  one  of  our  members  to 
take  them  individually  under  his  especial  notice,  that,  sooner  or 
later,  they  might  be  brought  under  conviction  of  sin,  and  be  made 
fellow- workers  with  us  in  seeking  the  spiritual  welfare  of  others. 
We  made  them  the  subject  of  our  united  prayer,  and  we  have  left 
the  result  in  the  hand  of  Him  whom  we  serve,  in  faith  that  our 
efforts  will  not  have  been  made  in  vain."  Think  you  not  that  the 
query  first  propounded  may  not  thus  meet  with  a  full  response  ia 
the  increase  of  the  enrolment  of  members?  The  purposes  for 
which  the  enrolment  is  sought  is  already  shown  in  the  fact  that 
membership  is  invited  with  a  view  to  active  labor  in  the  vineyard 
of  the  Master,  founded  upon  such  an  awakening  from  worldlineee, 
on  the  part  of  the  young  recruit,  as  shall  enkindle  in  his  own 
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heart  the  desiro  to  impart  to  others  the  blessings  which  he  has 
derived  boa  Christian  intercourse. 

Bat  the  enrolment,  even  of  Christian  members,  is  bat  a  small 
portion  of  the  work ;  there  is  an  abundance  of  duty  for  others  than 
the  vigilance  committee ;  the  reading-room  is  to  be  maintained, 
and  evenings  are  to  be  specially  devoted  to  social  or  literary  gath- 
erings, bat,  above  all,  to  spiritual  communings  in  the  prayer- 
meeting. 

It  is  worth  a  passing  thought  to  inquire,  to  what  extent  these 
evening  gatherings  belong  to  the  congregation  rather  than  to  the 
Association,  and  how  far  such  meetings,  in  the  Association,  tend 
to  divert  the  member  from  his  church  duty.  It  is  a  fact,  not  to  be 
disputed,  that  of  late  congregational  young  men's  associations 
have  been  organized,  and  are  increasing.  Are  these  In  antago- 
nism to  the  Association,  or  is  the  Association  deemed  to  be  in  an- 
tagonism to  these?  Are  both  these  organizations  needful  or  use- 
ful ?  It  will  be  conceded  that  the  pastor,  who  is  earnestly  seek- 
ing the  spiritual  welfare  of  his  flock,  will  take  an  especial  interest 
in  its  youthful  members,  and  with  a  view  to  their  especial  benefit, 
he  may  be  expected  to  gather  them  to  the  congregational  Bible- 
class  and  prayer-meeting.  If  he  extend  his  work  by  assembling 
them  for  social  or  for  literary  purposes,  may  lie  not  ask  himself : 
"Will  the  object  herein  sought  be  best  attained  through  the  con- 
gregation, or  by  means  of  an  united  assemblage  of  the  young  men 
in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  V  If  he  have  a  jealous 
bar  of  weakening  his  own  influence,  or  of  lessening  his  personal 
importance,  or  if  he  lack  confidence  in  the  executive  work  of  the 
Association,  he  will  naturally  answer  his  self-imposed  query  in 
favor  of  the  congregational  movement ;  but  if  he  be  an  avowed 
supporter  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  ready  when 
called  upon  to  take  his  stand  upon  the  platform  in  their  behalf, 
and  exhibiting  such  an  interest  in  their  work  as  to  satisfy  himself, 
by  personal  supervision  of  their  labors,  that  they  are  exer- 
cising their  vocation  rightly,  will  he  not  be  forced  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  congregational  effort  in  the  same  direction,  while  it 
can  do  no  more  than  the  Association  is  doing,  is,  in  effect,  divid- 
ing, and  thereby  weakening,  that  energy  which  is  so  much  needed? 
If  in  union  there  be  strength,  why  need  there  be,  in  any  given  lo- 
cality, excepting  in  the  larger  cities,  where  the  population  is  too 
extensive  to  be  reached  by  a  single  organization,  congregational' 
associations  for  social  or  literary  purposes  ? 

Reverting  to  the  special  labors  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  the  out-door  duties  of  the  members  may  be  brought 
under  our  consideration.    Of  these  we  may  first  notice ; 

I.  Tract  Distribution —It  is  obvious  that,  if  these  useful 
sheets  are  printed  by  the  million,  a  large  organization  is  needed 
lor  their  dissemination,  and  how  can  the  young  member  be  better 
employed  than  in  this  useful  work  ?  A  word  of  caution  on  this 
matter  may  not  be  valueless.  Even  tract  distribution  needs  dis- 
cretion and  painstaking  attention.  If  the  "  right  man  in  the  right 
place"  be  an  important  element  of  success,  is  it  of  less  importance 
to  use  such  discernment  as  to  lead,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  right  tract  to  the  right  person?  The  tract  com- 
mittee then  will  be  well  employed  if,  instead  of  the  delivery  to 
members  of  a  miscellaneous  bulk  of  printed  matter,  it  separately 
parcel  out  such  as  may  awaken  the  sinner,  such  as  may  comfort 
the  penitent,  or  such  as  may  give  strength  to  the  faith  of  the  wa- 
vering ;  so  that,  according  to  his  need,  the  recipient  may  receive 
in  many  cases  the  food  the  better  adapted  to  that  need. 

II.  Cottage  Meetings.— Should  this  effort  be  a  congrega- 
tional work  ?  Does  the  visitation  of  the  poorer  classes,  in  these 
little  gatherings,  constitute  a  portion  of  the  duties  of  church  mem- 
bership, or  do  these  rather  exclusively  belong  to  the  work  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  ?  The  visitation  of  the  poorer 
members  of  the  congregation  is  not  the  matter  under  consider, 
ation ;  this  is  exclusively  church  work,  and  cannot  be  delegated 
to  any  other  organization  with  propriety ;  but  the  gathering  in  of 
the  "  waife  and  strays"  in  low  neighborhoods  is  not  only  best  at- 
tained by  means  of  united  action,  but  the  attempt  to  do  such  work 
to-day  by  "this,"  and  to-morrow  by  "the  other"  denomination,  is 


to  foster  jealousy  among  each  other,  and  distrust  among  those  with 
whom  the  effort  to  instruct  and  convert  is  made.    The  work  of 
cottage  meetings,  then,  is  peculiarly  the  work  of  the  Association, 
and  in  order  to  render  it  effective,  it  is  of  the  highest  importance 
that  it  should  be  supervised  by  ministerial  as  well  as  by  l»y  aid. 
The  older  and  more  experienced  heads  are  needed  here,  and  no 
cottage  meeting,  no  out-door  prayer-meeting,  or  open-air  services 
of  any  description,  should  ever  be  attempted,  excepting  under  the 
careful  guidance  of  the  executive.    Under  such  guidance,  and 
with  the  oft-repeated  prayers  of  the  Association  for  its  success,  the 
cottage  meeting  may  be  made  a  powerful  instrument  for  good, 
awakening  the  careless,  arresting  the  sinner  in  his  habitual  evil 
courses,  and  blessing  alike  the  dispensers  and  the  recipients)  of 
the  precious  Word,  thus  brought  home  to  the  minds  of  the  as- 
semblage. 

The  topic  nnder  discussion  is  by  no  means  exhausted,  but  it 
may  be  left  to  others  to  pursue  the  subject.  In  the  foregoing  ob- 
servations it  has  been  sought  to  exhibit  the  valuable  aid  which 
may  be  afforded  to  the  cause  of  Christianity,  by  the  union  of 
young  men  in  an  united  effort  for  the  spiritual  improvement  of 
each  other,  and  especially  for  the  spiritual  awakening  of  those 
whose  god  is  the  world,  with  all  its  enticements  and  dangers. 
While  it  has  been  endeavored  to  be  shown  that  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  has  its  special  field  of  labor,  it  has  been 
equally  the  object  to  maintain  that  this  field  may  be  so  fenced  and 
guarded  as  to  assure  the  most  timid  sectarian  that  the  preroga- 
tives of  his  peculiar  sect  are  not  in  danger.  In  all  that  has  been 
said,  it  has  been  made  manifest  that  there  is  left  abundance  of 
church-work  for  the  church-member.  His  attendance  upon  the 
Sunday-school,  the  Bible-class,  and  the  Church  ordinances,  includ- 
ing the  weekly  prayer-meeting,  are,  or  should  be,  to  him  objects 
of  the  first  importance,  and  he  will  be  sadly  remiss  in  his  Chris- 
tian duty  if  he  neglect  them  without  adequate  cause.  But  it  has 
been  maintained  with  equal  earnestness,  that  the  Association,  as 
well  as  the  Church,  has  special  privileges  and  special  rights  ;  and 
it  is  humbly  urged  that  to  trespass  upon  these,  while  it  tends  to 
impair  the  usefulness  of  either,  will  be  productive  of  evil  to  the 
cause  of  our  common  Christianity. 

In  concluding  these  remarks  upon  the  special  field  of  labor  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  it  is  important  to  invite,  more 
and  more  earnestly,  the  cooperation  of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel. 
What  the-Church  of  their  selection  is  to  them  individually,  let  the 
united  Church,  in  the  Association,  be  to  them  unitedly.  Their 
aid  is  needed ;  their  experience  of  teaching,  their  influence,  their 
active  assistance  must  be,  at  all  times,  of  high  value.  It  is  by  such 
aid  that  errors  in  the  work  may  be  avoided  or  corrected.  Let  them 
but  afford  a  hearty  support,  and  they  will  find  that,  proportionately, 
will  the  Association  be  made  an  appropriate  auxiliary  in  the  work 
of  evangelization. 

If  it  be,  then,  the  first  duty  of  the  pastor  to  Christianise  the 
young  men  of  his  congregation,  is  it  not  equally  his  duty  to  tese  h 
all  who  are  thus  brought  into  Christian  life  to  recognize  each 
other  as  brethren,  and  to  induce  them  to  work  unitedly  for  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  each  other,  and  for  those  who  are  not  thus 
called  to  the  truth  ?  To  do  this  is,  in  effect,  to  make  them  mem- 
bers of  a  young  men's  Christian  association ;  thejninisters,  then, 
are  peculiarly  called  upon,  in  fulfilment  of  an  important  part  of 
their  ministry,  to  be  pioneers  in  this  great  work,  and  it  is  grate- 
fully acknowledged  by  those  who  are  most  conversant  with  its 
labors  that  they  are  largely  identified,  as  helpers,  with  this 
movement. 


"BEWARE   LES1    YE   FALL.** 

BY  VERRAXTOS  MORSE. 

The  objects  of  our  Association  are  the  social,  intellectual,  and 
spiritual  good  of  young  men.    Whether  old  or  young,  ignorant 
or  refined,  man  seeks  the  companionship  of  his  fellows,  and  those 
with  whom  he  associates  exert  a  powerful  influence  over  Mm 
Our  Association  makes  use  of  this  natural  tendency  to  protect 
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young  men  from  the  snares  of  the  tempter.  It  surrounds  them 
with  Christian  young  men,  thus  not  only  giving  them  compan- 
ions, but  companions  who  will  lead  them  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  holiness.  It  offers  them  the  sympathy,  the  fellowship,  and 
the  enjoyment  men  are  accustomed  to  find  in  each  other's  society, 
but  sympathy,  fellowship,  and  enjoyment  elevated  and  purified 
by  divine  grace.  If  they  are  strangers,  it  assists  them  to  find 
suitable  boarding-places  and  employment,  and  does  what  it  can 
to  aid  and  interest  them.  But  it  does  not  do  this  simply  that 
they  may  Bpend  their  evenings  with  pleasant  associates,  instead 
of  spending  them  alone  in  their  solitary  rooms,  nor  to  save  them 
the  trouble  of  finding  boarding-houses  and  employment  for  them- 
selves, but  to  shield  them  from  companionships  and  influences 
that  will  drag  them  down  to  ruin.  It  seeks  the  social  good  of 
young  men  by  laboring  to  improve  their  social  condition,  not  for 
the  sake  of  the  improvement  only,  but  because  the  improvement, 
and  the  means  used  to  secure  it,  may  keep  them  from  sinking 
into  utter  debasement. 

For  the  intellectual  good  of  yonng  men,  the  Association  pro- 
vides libraries,  reading-rooms,  lectures,  and  classes  for  instruction. 
But  .it  furnishes  these  not  merely  as  educational  advantages, 
but  also  as  protections  against  evil  influences ;  not  simply  to 
qualify  young  men  to  fill  more  important  stations  and  command 
higher  salaries,  but  also  to  give  them  safe  occupation  for  their 
spare  hours.  While  the  Association  can  keep  young  men  inter- 
ested in  useful  studies,  it  can  keep  them  away  from  the  theatre, 
the  gambling-house,  and  the  drinking-saloon.  For  the  spiritual 
good  of  young  men,  the  Association  sends  out  its  members  to 
speak  to  them  words  of  Christian  love,  and  to  ask  God  to  bless 
these  words  to  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  The  spiritual  good 
of  young  men  is  the  chief  object  of  the  Association,  and  what- 
ever else  it  may  do,  it  will  fail  disastrously  if  it  neglects  this  ; 
and  it  embraces  not  only  the  conversion  of  young  men,  but  their 
growth  in  grace  and  their  training  in  Christian  work.  For  this 
purpose,  the  Association  sends  them  out  to  conduct  open-air  ser- 
vices on  the  corners  of  the  street,  and  prayer-meetings  in  cottages, 
jails,  and  hospitals,  to  labor  in  mission  Sunday-schools,  and  to 
lend  a  helping  hand  wherever  there  is  Work  to  be  done  for 
Christ's  sake. 

It  is  our  mission  to  keep  young  men  from  falling,  as  well  as  to 
rescue  those  who  are  already  down,  and  to  do  this  not  only  by  J 
protecting  them  in  the  day  of  temptation,  but  by  implanting  in 
their  hearts  principles  that  will  enable  them,  with  God's  help,  to 
stand  when  the  evil  day  comes. 


A    TRUE    ASSOCIATION   SUCCESS- UPON 
WHAT   DOES   II    DEPEND? 

BY  B.  B.  HOLMES. 

I  have  been  constantly  met  by  the  question,  "  What  are  you 
doing  in  your  Association?"  and  though  I  have  always  attempted 
to  satisfy  the  inquiry,  I  have  never  succeeded  in  making  an  an- 
swer which  would  at  all  have  satisfied  me  if  I  had  been  the 
questioner  and  some  one  of  you  had  answered.  I  hear  the  ex- 
pression used  very  frequently  of  an  Association,  "  It  is  the  best 
Association  I  know  of,"  and  "  It  is  a  model  Association,"  and  it 
always  awakens  the  inquiry  in  my  mind  as  to  just  how  much 
and  what  is  meant  by  the  speaker,  and,  in  endeavoring  to  an- 
swer myself,  the  questions  always  arise :  "  What  is  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  ?"  "  What  makes  an  Association  '  the 
bestt""'  Will  it,  or  can  it,  ever  be  what  such  expressions  in- 
timate—a success?"  I  am  not  alone  in  entertaining  such 
thoughts — almost  every  convention  has  raised  the  qnestion  in 
some  form.  Many  of  you  in  your  own  Association  work  have 
probably  often  entertainted  the  thought,  in  view  of  your  possible 
failures  or  disappointments ;  and  yet  you  would  not  take  your 
places,  nor  would  I,  among  those  who  think  the  Institution  un- 
successful As  a  question  of  fact,  I  believe,  in  proportion  to  its 
age,  it  has  been  as  successful  in  performing  its  specific  work  as 
any  other  distinctively  religious  agency ;  still  I  can  add,  with  as 


much  truth,  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  entirely  successful  in  all 
its  operations.  Nor  am  I  alone  in  taking  this  position.  The  fact 
of  visits  by  Executive  Committees  and  travelling  agents,  in  the 
employ  of  our  conventions,  are  sufficient  proof  of  the  statement. 
I  propose,  therefore,  to  spend  what  little  time  is  allotted  me  in 
discussing  the  foundation  of  true  Association  success.  I  come 
at  once  to  my  question,  On  what  does  a  true  success  in  Associa- 
tion work  depend  ?  A  trite  question,  do  you  say  ?  I  grant  It, 
and  shall  give  it  an  equally  trite  answer :  it  depends  upon  the 
thoroughness  and  efficiency  of  its  individual  members.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  any  organization  are,  in  their  modes  of  thought  and 
work,  thorough  and  efficient,  or  practical,  the  probabilities  are  a 
long  Vay  in  favor  of  the  successful  attainment  of  the  end  of 
the  organization.  The  contrary  is  eminently  true.  As  practical 
men— business-men— many  of  us  have  verified  these  propositions 
in  our  daily  intercourse  with  men.  True  in  business,  they  are 
also  true  in  religion,  and  in  an  institution  as  entirely  practical 
and  definite  in  its  aims  as  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, they  are  none  the  less  true.  That  success  depends  upon 
thoroughness  and  efficiency  in  members  does  not  mean  in  mem- 
bers as  a  whole,  but  in  members  one  by  one,  as  parts  of  the 
whole ;  and  bo  bringing  down  this  general  principle  to  a  special 
application,  and  addressing  myself  to  any  Association  worker 
who  may  chance  to  listen,  I  will  say :  My  brother,  the  success  of 
your  Association  depends  upon  you.  Stated  thus,  the  truth  be- 
comes too  plain  to  gainsay,  and  yet  it  is  contradicted  continually. 
Men  believe,  yet  act  as  though  they  did  not  believe.  Notwith 
standing  all  that  has  been  said  within  the  past  few  years,  the 
large  majority  of  young  men  who  are  accepting  membership  in 
our  organizations  fail  to  adequately  comprehend  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  obligations  they  assume— this,  too,  among  Chris- 
tian young  men.  Some,  I  believe  many,  have  no  higher  reason 
for  uniting  with  an  Association  than  because  some  one  asked 
them.  Some  join  from  the  sense  of  duty  principle.  These  are 
they  who,  having  become  members  of  the  visible  Church,  have, 
by  a  selfish  love  of  ease  and  inaction,  and  an  unwillingness  to 
deny  self,  loat,  to  all  outward  seeming,  their  early  Christian  ar- 
dor. And  yet  roused  by  conscience,  you  will  find  them  entering 
the  Sabbath-school  as  teachers,  and  uniting  with  our  Associa- 
tions in  order  to  have  wherewith  to  satisfy  themselves  that  they 
are  doing  something  in  the  service  of  the  Master.  They  form  a 
class  of  membership  not  named  in  our  constitutions — the  inactive 
active.  They  would  forget  they  were  members  if  not  called 
upon  by  the  treasurer  for  their  yearly  dues.  Some  join  for  the 
spiritual  benefit  they  may  themselves  receive;  such  generally 
grow  into  workers.  Some — may  the  number  greatly  increase — 
enter  our  societies  because  souls  are  perishing.  It  is  because  of 
the  presence  of  this  last  class  in  almost  every  Association  that 
I  say  Associations  have  not  been  unsuccessful.  It  is  because  of 
the  presence  of  these  other  classes  in  almost  every  Association 
that  I  say  Associations  have  not  been  successful.  A  brief  consid- 
eration of  the  characteristics  of  this  last  class,  to  which  belong 
all  whom  I  have  called  thorough  and  efficient,  will,  perhaps,  be 
worth  our  attention— certainly,  if  it  shall  lead  any  one  to  closer 
personal  examination  and  higher  Associational  life. 

The  first  element  which  I  notice,  and  the  one  upon  which  all 
others  are  founded,  is  consecration — an  entire  consecration  of 
person  and  life  to  Christ.  When  one  thus  consecrated  enrolls 
himself  in  an  Association,  the  act  means  more  than  mere  per- 
formance of  duty,  or  a  philanthropic  longing  to  be  useful,  or 
even  than  a  desire  to  save  young  men  from  the  perils  which  be- 
set young  life  everywhere.  It  means  something  higher,  holier 
than  any  such,  nothing  less  than  an  earnest,  yearning  love  for 
souls  perishing  in  sin,  and  that  not  for  their  own  sake,  but  for 
the  sake  of  Christ,  the  Saviour  of  men,  that  He  may  "  see  of  the 
travail  of  his  soul  and  be  satisfied."  There  are  a  few  such  men 
in  our  Associations — men  filled  with  an  earnest  soul-love  for 
Christ  and  His  perishing  ones,  who,  wherever  you  find  them, 
make  themselves  felt  to  the  remotest  circle  of  their  influence. 
This  spirit  of  consecration  in  some  heart,  perhaps  in  but  one,  is 
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that  which  has  been  the  life  of  many  an  Association;  and,  my 
dear  brother,  you  who  have  come  here  discouraged  over  your 
•work  and  prospects,  if  you  and  I  have  not  entirely  consecrated 
ourselves  to  the  service  of  Christ  in  this  work,  we  are  below  the 
mark,  and  are  responsible  for  our  Association's  failure.  Out  of 
this  consecration  grows  the  second  element  which  I  notice — that 
Is,  earnestness.  You  cannot  conceive  of  the  two  as  separate,  nor 
can  I ;  yet  to  my  mind  they  have  the  same  relation  as  faith  and 
works.  These  cannot  be  separated  in  the  mind  of  Paul,  yet 
there  are  those  who  separate  them,  and  are  continually  going 
about  to  establish  a  righteousness  of  their  own,  built  upon  deeds. 
And  we  have  this  class  of  men  among  the  active  members  of  our 
Associations.  We  have  men  deeply  in  earnest  in  our  Associa- 
tions, Interested  to  make  them  in  their  temporal  interests  success- 
ful, who  labor  for  this  end  constantly,  but  who  never  give  a 
thought  to  the  conversion  of  their  fellows.  These  men  have  no 
consecration  in  their  work.  Accordingly,  we  hear  of  Associa- 
tions prosperous  in  point  of  numbers  and  means,  but  unsuccess- 
ful in  the  great  objective  point  of  all  this  work— the  conversion 
of  young  men.  We  hear,  on  the  other  hand,  of  Associations  in 
which  all  the  ordinary  religious  exercises  proper  to  our  organiza- 
tions are  maintained,  but  this  is  all  There  is  no  following  up 
of  prayer  with  earnest  efforts,  and  consequently  there  are  no  re- 
sults. There  is  the  outward  appearance  of  consecration,  but  a 
total  want  of  earnestness.  It  is  only  when  the  two  are  united  in 
each  individual  that  a  real  success  is  attained.  There  aresuch 
men  in  some  of  our  Associations — men  whose  earnestness  is  akin 
to  enthusiasm,  who  work  for  that  for  which  they  pray,  and  pray 
for  that  for  which  they  work,  till  they  accomplish  so  much  that 
you  and  I,  who  stand  on  a  lower  plane  of  Christian  experience, 
wonder  what  is  the  secret  of  their  success.  I  think  the  value  of 
a  personal  earnestness  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated ;  for,  as  a 
rule,  what  we  are  earnest  about  we  shall  consecrate  ourselves  to. 
A  good  motto  for  every  Christian  Association  Is,  "  What  is  worth 
doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well,"  and  what  we  are  earnest  about 
we  generally  do  well.  A  third  element  which  I  notice  as  char- 
acteristic of  this  class  of  thorough  and  efficient  workers  is  wis- 
(torn.  Not  knowledge,  not  acquirements,  not  culture,  but  a  wis- 
dom which,  as  a  result  of  much  communion  with  God,  wins 
souls.  The  "  wise  as  serpents,  harmless  as  doves"  kind  of  wis- 
dom ;  a  man  may  know  but  a  single  tenet  of  theology,  may  be 
absolutely  unlettered,  may  be  in  the  humblest  walks  of  life,  and 
yet  be  a  good  worker  for  Christ.  I  know  a  few  men  who  seem  to 
be  wise  to  win  souls.  Perhaps  each  of  you  may  recall  some  one 
individual  who  has  been  singularly  useful  in  bringing  men  to 
a  knowledge  of  Christ.  In  thought  recall  his  methods  of  work. 
Is  he  abrupt  in  his  manner  of  presenting  a  man  to  himself  as  a 
sinner  in  need  of  a  Saviour  T  Never.  Does  he  approach  an  ac- 
quaintance in  a  constrained,  awkward  way,  that  says,  I  have 
something  to  say  to  you  which  I  am  a  little  afraid  to  say  ? 
Never.  When  his  advances  are  met  redely  or  indifferently,  does 
he  lose  temper  or  courage?  Never.  Is  he  ever  caught  into  an 
argument  and  diverted  from  his  purpose?  Never.  Do  you 
know  such  an  one  ?  That  man  has  true  wisdom.  A  young  man 
jumped  on  a  train  of  cars  in  rapid  motion.  A  brakeman  said  to 
him :  "  Your  escape  from  death  was  narrow."  "  Yes,"  was  the 
reply-  Said  the  brakeman :  "Are  you  living  so  that  when  you 
die  your  chance  for  heaven  will  be  any  better  than  your  chance 
of  getting  on  this  train  ?"  Could  the  young  man  do  anything 
else  but  think  after  that  ?  There  was  a  Christian  worker,  conse- 
crated, earnest,  and  wise.  Two  persons  met  at  a  railroad-station,  a 
baggage-master  and  a  yonngmra.  Said  the  latter:"  Whattimewill 
the  train  get  to  Albany  V  Said  the  baggage-master :  "  Can't  tell ; 
nothing  is  certain  to  railroad-men."  "  Except  one  thing,"  was  the 
reply.  "  What's  that  V  "  Death."  "  That's  a  fact  specially  certain 
to  railroad-men."  "  And  there  is  one  other  thing  certain,"  said  the 
young  man.  "  What's  that  ?"  "  That  we  ought  to  be  ready  for 
it."  Said  the  baggage-master :  *'  So  we  ought,  and  I  hope  you'ro 
readier  than  I  be."  That  was  all  the  conversation.  There  was  a 
Christian  worker,  consecrated,  earnest,  and  wise.    Such  is  the 


wisdom  which  we  need.  To  obtain  it,  every  man  must  be  his 
own  teacher,  and  the  only  text-books  which  he  needs  are  the 
Bible  and  the  ways  of  his  fellow-men. 

Still  one  more  element  of  the  thorough  and  efficient  worker — 
method.  A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  like  a  machine 
— a  slight  defect  in  some  part  may  spoil  the  work  which  the 
other  parts  do  well.  Here  appears  the  great  difference  between 
Christian  workers  in  the  various  fields  of  labor  and  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  worker.  This  qualification  of  meth- 
od belongs  to  and  grows  out  of  associated  effort ;  the  others  of 
consecration,  earnestness,  and  wisdom  are  shared  alike  by  every 
successful  worker,  whether  in  the  Church,  the  Sunday-school,  or 
the  Association.  Let  me  illustrate.  In  the  case  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  one  successful  teacher  does  not  feel  his  efforts  neutralized 
by  his  inefficient  and  perhaps  unworthy  neighbor;  bat  in  the 
Association,  just  one  impractical,  unsystematic  member  may 
block  all  the  action  of  committees  or  hinder  their  proper  work- 
ing, or  bring  the  whole  organization  into  disesteem  in  a  com- 
munity. Measurably,  we  can  trace  a  large  number  of  Associa- 
tion failures  to  some  one  or  more  such  members.  The  truth  of 
this  you  will  see  when  you  notice  the  peculiarities  of  the  me- 
thodical worker.  He  is  President  of  his  Association ;  you  will  find 
him  always  at  his  post  in  business-meetings.  He  will  have  a 
prepared  list  of  the  items  of  business  to  be  transacted,  and  will 
push  every  one  to  a  conclusion  as  speedily  as  may  be.  He  will  have 
all  committees  represented  and  ready  to  report.  You  will  find 
him  present  at  every  meeting  of  committees  of  which  ex-ojkio 
he  is  a  member.  You  will  find  him  ready  to  do  his  part  in  every 
work  in  which  the  Association  is  engaged.  His  life  is  consistent ; 
his  example  and  influence  salutary.  He  is  the  leader  and  plan- 
ner, yet  assists  in  performing  what  he  plans,  and  has  no  con- 
sciousness in  his  work  that  he  is  doing  anything  more  than  any 
other,  the  weakest  member  of  his  Association.  The  same  char- 
acter is  true  of  every  other  officer,  the  details  of  his  work  being 
a  little  different.  Is  he  filling  some  quiet  place  among  the  mem- 
bership? Yon  will  find  him  regular  and  punctual  in  his  attend- 
ance upon  the  devotional  meetings  of  his  Association  ;  he  unites 
heartily  in  all  the  exercises ;  he  suffers  no  moment  to  pass  unoc- 
cupied till  he  has  done  his  part.  You  will  see  his  face  at  the  out- 
door service.  He  may  not  be  able  to  speak,  or  sing,  or  read,  or 
pray,  but  he  is  there  with  his  presence  to  encourage  ethers  to  be 
there.  He  drops  into  the  reading  room  every  day.  He  may  not 
be  able  to  stay  long,  but  he  shows  that  he  has  not  forgotten  it. 
The  Treasurer  never  has  to  call  on  him  twice  for  his  annual  dues. 
Yon  will  find  his  name  on  the  subscription-list ;  it  may  not  be 
for  much,  for  he  may  not  be  able  to  give  much,  but  he  gives 
something.  See  him  welcome  a  stranger  who  happens  into  his 
Association  rooms.  What  a  cordial,  cheerful  way  he  has  I  You 
will  never  find  him  complaining  because  this  or  that  brother  fails 
to  do  his  work ;  but  some  day  you  find  the  neglectful  brother 
working  earnestly  and  well,  and  you  learn  the  cause  to  be  in 
some  quiet,  earnest  word  of  cheer  dropped  by  our  thorough  and 
efficient  Christian  worker ;  and  when  all  these  things  have  been 
done,  and  the  many  more  which  I  might  mention,  he  goes  to  his 
closet  and  alone  wrestles  with  God  for  His  blessing  on  his  efforts. 
Such,  to  my  mind,  are  the  characteristics  of  a  successful  Christian 
worker.  In  them  I  see  an  answer  to  all  the  doubts  which  arise 
in  the  thoughts  of  men,  in  and  ont  of  the  Church,  as  to  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  our  organizations.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the 
Church,  before  the  organization  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  had  failed  to  utilize  and  develop  the  energies  of  her 
young  men.  That  this  end  has  been  partially  attained  by  the 
Association,  and  by  proper  means  within  our  power  to  put  forth 
may  be  still  more  successfully  accomplished,  is  just  as  true. 
Then  do  I  think  Association  success  possible  ?  Assuredly,  and 
that  through  the  individual.  And  as  success  depends  upon  the 
individual,  and  as  the  qualities  in  the  individual  necessary  to 
success  are,  in  some  degree,  shared  by  all  Christian  workers,  wheth- 
er of  Church  or  Association,  it  follows  that  all  Christian  effort 
I  should  be  for  the  development  of  those  qualities  in  the  individ- 
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ual,  whether  such  individual  be  in  the  Church  or  out,  whether  In 
the  Association  or  out,  and  bo  I  throw  out  the  question,  Have  not 
our  Associations  a  duty,  hitherto  neglected,  in  educating  to  thor- 
oughness and  efficiency  in  Christian  work  their  own  members  t 


TUE   ASSOCIATION   A    RESULT   OF 
PROGRESS. 

Ad-ims  ct  the  laying  of  the  eorner-etone  of  the  Montreal  Association  Build- 
ing. 
BY  BET.  B.  F.  BURNS,  D.D. 

This  is  the  age  of  progress.    It  is,  therefore,  emphatically  the 
age  of  associations.    The  work  demanded  requires  machinery  so 
costly  and  so  complete  that  no  single  brain  or  solitary  arm  is  suf- 
ficient for  the  task.    In  the  field  of  philanthropy  there  is  a  ten- 
dency toward  union  of  effort ;  so  also,  in  the  contest  against  Be- 
lial by  the  friends  of  Christ,  the  principle  of  hand  joining  in  hand  is 
exemplified.    The  name  Christian  was  first  pronounced  at  Antioch 
with  a  curl  upon  the  lip ;  but  to  these  Young  Men's  Associations 
the  name  of  Christian  embodies  all  their  boast ;  it  symbolizes  the 
climax  of  their  hopes.    These  Associations,  it  is  true,  seek  to  pro- 
mote secondary  considerations  of  a  moral  and  refining  nature ; 
but,  above  all,  their  aim  is  to  bring  the  will  of  men  into  subservi- 
ency to  the  will  of  Christ,  instead  of  the  will  of  Satan.    Their 
motto  as  a  society  is :  "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ."    His  image  is 
the  embellishment  of  their  lives ;  His  spirit  is  the  life  of  their  life, 
and  His  glory  is  their  joy.    This  grand  building  is  a  tribute  to 
Christ.     In  its  purposes  it  overlaps  all  sects,  recognizing  as  it 
does  the  cardinal  truths  once  delivered  to  the  saints.    We  lay  the 
foundation,  not  on  the  sinking  morass  of  a  cheerless  infidelity,  nor 
on  the  shifting  sands  of  a  Christless  creed,  but  on  Christ  Himself, 
He  being  the  chief  corner-stone.    God  forbid  that  this  building 
should  ever  cease  to  be  Christian.    Should  that  day  ever  arrive, 
"  Ichabod"  would  be  inscribed  upon  its  portals.    This  is,  in  the 
most  perfect  sense,  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  having 
their  welfare  in  view,  of  young  men  disposed  to  eschew  worldly 
lasts,  and  to  emulate  the  character  of  those  to  whom  the  apostle 
of  love  addressed  himself  in  the  words,  "  I  have  written  unto  you, 
young  men,  because  ye  are  strong."    The  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  in  its  modern  form,  is  the  ripened  idea  of  a  young 
man,  an  apprentice  in  London,  as  he,  thirty  years  ago,  was  walk- 
ing through  St.  Paul's  churchyard.    In  thinking  of  the  inception 
of  this  blessed  idea,  we  naturally  recall  Newton  and  the  fall  of 
the  apple ;  Franklin  with  his  kite  and  lightning ;  Oalvani  and  the 
magnetized  frogs  ;  the  steaming  kettle  watched  by  the  Marquis 
of  Worcester,  and  Raikes  revolving  his  idea  of  Sabbath-schools 
These  were  seed  thoughts,  and  such  thoughts  may  sink  into  the 
soil  of  the  soul,  but  they  bring  forth  much  fruit  after  having  lain 
there  concealed.    In  this  case  the  seed  that  a  solitary  mind  con- 
ceived has  become  a  new  evangel.    It  had  been  remarked  of  the 
early  rapid  spread  of  the  Gospel,  "  So  mightily  grew  the  Word  of 
God,  and  prevailed,"  and  this  in  some  sense  may  be  said  of  these 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.    There  are  now  900  such 
Associations,  with  a  membership  of  150,000,  and  $2,000,000  in 
building  funds,  representing  the  feeble  seven  devoted  individuals 
that  gathered  around  the  first  Christian  Association  of  this  nature. 
These  Associations  have  nothing  in  them  of  antagonism  toward 
the  Church — nothing  of  a  rebellions  feeling  of  the  young  against 
the  old,  of  the  lay  against  the  clerical.    The  members  of  the  As- 
sociation are  also  the  Church's  members,  and  in  this  their  chosen 
sphere  would  in  some  degree  neutralize  the  dangers  that  beset 
young  men  on  coming  to  a  great  city  like  this,  by  bringing  them 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Church  and  Christian  ordinances.     Min- 
isters themselves  associate  for  objects  connected  with  the  further- 
ance of  the  Gospel,  and  the  plucking  of  brands  from  the  burning. 
And  do  Bible,  Tract  and  other  kindred  societies  stand  outside  the 
Church,  or  are  they  deemed  in  opposition  thereto?    No.  Precisely 
so,  then,  this  form  of  young  men's  Christian  labor  should  be  rec- 
ognized and  welcomed  by  the  Church  as  its  legitimate  friend  and 
ally.    But  how  often  have  young  men  to  exclaim  on  coming  to  a 
city:  "No  man  careth  for  my  soull"    These  young  men  may, 


perhaps,  have  conceived  a  dislike  to  the  Church.    Its  officers  may 
have  kept  them  at  too  great  a  distance,  and  not  come  to  close 
quarters  with  them.    Now  this  society  helps  to  bridge  the  gulf- 
to  show  them  that  the  Church  is  in  sympathy  with  them,  and  says 
to  thorn :  "  Come  with  us,  and  we  will  do  you  good."    To  be  the 
means  of  conferring  spiritual  benefits  is  the  great  design  of  the 
Association.    It  is  true  that,  at  certain  periods  of  its  history,  and 
in  the  United  States  during  the  war,  it  undertook  certain  humani- 
tarian missions,  and  Btill  where  there  are  charitable  calls  it  tries 
to  meet  them.    It  does  not  neglect  the  body ;  but  these  ministra- 
tions are  only  secondary ;  its  great  errand  is  to  the  soul.    Neither 
is  it  a  literary  association.    The  whole  man,  certainly,  should  be 
cared  for ;  and  where  opportunities  for  literary  culture  do  not  ex- 
ist, the  Association  should  provide  them.    True,  to  care  for  the 
soul  is  the  best  of  all  care ;  but  they  should  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  sentiment— "  Ignorance  is  the  mother  of  devotion." 
They  should  not  be  the  mole,  but  the  eagle.    True  religion  and 
true  science  are  married,  and  let  none  put  them  asunder.    The 
union  of  science  with  scepticism  is  an  unnatural  union,  and  it  is 
sad  that  in  these  days  there  Bhould  be  any  intellectual  Magi  not 
bringing  their  offering  to  the  heavenly  Babe.  But  the  grand  lights 
of  learning  and  science  still  revolve  around  the  Snnof  Righteous- 
ness.   The  nations  that  have  a  false  religion  have  also  a  false  sci- 
ence.   Science  need  not  be  feared,  for  it  bIiows  God's  ways,  and 
brings  men  nearer  to  Him.    But  the  spiritual  work  is  the  beet 
work  for  this  Institution,  and  under  its  honored  President,  to  this 
end  its  energies  has  been  directed.    To-day  is  a  blessed  opportu- 
nity for  the  young  men  of  the  Association  to  know,  and  say,  al- 
most in  the  words  of  Nelson :  "  Our  captain  expects  every  man  to 
do  his  duty."    The  building  will  be  a  home  for  young  men  com- 
ing from  pious  homes  in  the  country,  and  bringing  with  them 
their  parents'  blessing.    Some  of  these  at  once  connect  themselves 
with  churches ;  but  others  too  soon  find  those  at  hand  who  are 
waiting,  ready  to  cause  them  to  fall,  and  their  good  passes  away 
from  them  like  the  early  dew.    This  assembly  is  surrounded  by 
the  trembling  anxieties  of  those  parents,  and  of  the  mothers 
whose  wish  is  that  their  sons  may  find  here  some  of  the  safe- 
guards of  a  Christian  home ;  and  to  assist  toward  this  is  the  aim 
of  this  society.    "To  give  light  and  to  save  life,"  is  the  legend 
inscribed  on  the  Eddystone  lighthouse.  This  building  is  Intended 
to  be  a  moral  lighthouse  for  Montreal,  against  the  perils  of  such  a 
city  as  ours.    This  building  will  also  body  forth  the  union  of 
saints.    Our  denominational  societies  will  convene  here.    And 
finally,  the  building  will  be  a  school— hands,  head,  and  heart  re 
ceiving  training  ;  it  will  be  a  Christian  gymnasium,  the  college 
of  the  people  for  Christian  work.  This  will  not  relieve  the  Church 
from  its  own  labor.    The  Church  is  not  a  hospital  for  its  members 
to  be  sheltered  in,  nor  a  Pullman  Car  to  carry  them  to  heaven,  but 
a  scene  of  labor ;  and  its  members  are  to  pray,  not  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  world,  but  to  be  preserved  from  its  contaminations.    It  is 
still  the  duty  of  each  to  work. 

What  will  I  do  for  Jesus  1 
Baet  thou,  my  Muter,  aught  tor  me  to  do  J 

To  honor  Thee  to-day  ? 
Hast  Thou  a  word  of  love  for  tome  poor  soul. 

That  mine  may  say  J 
See,  this,  great  world  that  Thou  hast  made  so  fair, 

Within  its  heart  is  sad. 
Thousands  are  lonely,  thousands  sigh. 

And  weep,  but  few  are  dad. 
But  which  among  them  all  Is  mine  to-day  f 

Oh  I  guide  my  willing  feet 
To  some  poor  soul,  that,  fainting  on  the  way, 

Needs  counsel  sweet ; 
Or,  Into  some  sick-room,  where  I  mar  speak 

With  tenderness  of  Thee  ; 
And  showing  who  and  what  Thou  art,  O  Christ 

Bid  sorrow  flee ; 
Or,  onto  one  whose  straits  call  not  for  words. 

To  one  In  want,  In  need. 
Who  wills  not  counsel,  but  would  take  from  one 

A  loving  deed.  .,  ., 

Surely  Thou  hast  some  work  for  me  to  do, 

Oh  1  open  Thon  mine  eyes  I 
To  see  how  Thou  wouldst  have  it  done 

And  where  it  lie.  I  nrui\t> 
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CONVENTIONS. 

Connecticut.— Waterbury,  October  16th  and  17th. 
New-Hampshire. — Manchester. 
Ohio.— Toledo,  November  15th  to  17th. 


In  a  letter  to  the  General  ^Executive  Committee,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Amsterdam  Convention,  W.  Van  Oosterwyk 
Bruyn,  says  :  "It  pleased  God  to  bless  oar  Conference,  and  we 
tmst  that  by  His  grace  it  will  produce  much  fruit."  A  report 
of  the  Convention,  containing  a  fall  account  of  the  meetings, 
and  addresses  in  the  different  languages  used  by  the  delegates, 
will  be  published.  Price  50  cents  (American  gold).  Those 
wishing  copies  of  this  report  will  please  notify  the  Executive 
Committee  at  once.  


We  have  been  able  to  secure  for  our  readers  this  month  a 
paper  on  "The  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  its 
Special  Field  of  Labor,"  read  by  E.  Cartwright  Thomas,  of 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  at  Belleville,  before  the  Convention  of  the 
Associations  of  Ontario  and  Quebec ;  and  another  on  "  A 
True  Association  Success :  Upon  What  Does  it  Depend  ?" 
read  by  R.  S.  Holmes,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  at  Lockport,  be- 
fore the  New-York  State  Convention.  Both  Sheriff  Thom- 
as and  Mr.  Holmes  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  work 
of  the  Association,  and  the  needs  of  young  men  in  their  re- 
spective communities.  Their  words  cannot  fail  to  interest  As- 
sociation workers  in  other  localities. 


THE   LECTURE   SEASON. 

Never  before  was  the  demand  for  really  instructive  lec- 
turers greater  than  it  is  the  present  season,  and  never  before 
has  a  more  brilliant  array  of  home  and  foreign  talent  been 
placed  at  the  service  of  lecture  committees. 

In  the  galaxy  of  the  American  Literary  Bureau  of  this  city 
are  stars  of  the  first  magnitude.  Among  these  ore  James  An- 
thony Froude,  Edmund  Yates,  Emily  Faithfull,  Mrs.  Scott- 
Siddons,  and  J.  M.  Bellew,  from  abroad,  and  Hon.  Carl 
Schurz,  Elihu  Burritt,  Rev.  J.  H.  Chapin,  James  T.  Fields, 
Dr.  J.  G.  Holland,  Wendell  Phillips,  Henry  A.  Wise,  James 
E.  Murdoch,  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  John  G.  Saxe,  Paul  B. 
Da  Chaillu,  and  others  hardly  less  notable,  in  our  own  hemi- 
sphere. It  would  be  difficult  for  young  men  to  listen  to  such 
men  as  Froude,  the  English  historian,  Burritt,  the  learned 
blacksmith,  or  Du  Chaillu,  the  African  traveller,  without  being 
benefited. 


GENERAL  SECRETARIES. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  communication  of  T.  A.  Nelson, 
President  of  the  General  Secretaries'  Association.  The  Sec- 
retaries will  see  the  importance  of  replying  at  once  to  the 
questions  put  to  them,  and  we  venture  to  propose  another  for 
their  consideration  :  "  Is  the  meeting  of  Secretaries  for  a  few 
hours,  at  the  time  the  International  Convention  meets,  an 
equivalent  for  the  proposed  Conference  at  Cincinnati  V* 


I 


LOCAL   CONVENTIONS. 

These  gatherings  were  first  suggested  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, in  the  report  presented  to  the  convention  held  at  Boston. 
At  Albany,  the  corresponding  members  of  the  committee  were  di- 
rected to  convene  them.  Arrangements  were  made  for  one 
before  that  convention  adjourned.  Last  year  there  were  some 
seventeen  held.  It  is  not  probable  the  number  will  be  less  thai 
year. 

These  meetings  are  not  all  of  the  same  character.  Some  are 
Almost  wholly  religious  mass-meetings ;  the  others  are,  save  at  the 
evening  sessions,  devoted  wholly  to  the  consideration  of  the  work 
of  the  Associations,  and  the  modes  for  its  prosecution.  Each  form 
may  be  productive  of  great  good,  but  at  the  present  time  the  latter 
is  the  only  one  desirable.  It  should  be  the  aim  of  those  having 
these  conventions  in  charge  to  give  to  the  day  sessions  almost 
wholly  the  character  of  an  institute,  confining  the  discussions  to 
Association  work  as  now  done,  or  as  proposed  to  be  done.  Let 
these  points  be  considered  in  preparing  for  conventions : 

1.  Topics  should  relate  wholly  to  Association  work,  except  that 
two  of  a  general  character  should  be  selected  for  the  evening  meet- 
ings. All  should  be  practical,  and  stated  in  precise  and  intelligi- 
ble language. 

2.  There  should  be  no  limitation  in  the  number  of  delegates. 
Bach  Association  ought  to  accredit  as  many  as  possible.  But 
none  but  delegates  from  Associations  should  be  allowed  to  vote. 
A  large  attendance  from  towns  where  Associations  are  not  estab- 
lished is  desirable,  and  great  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  it 
These  persons  can  sit  as  corresponding  members,  and  take  part  in 
all  the  proceedings  save  that  of  voting. 

3.  Strictly  Association  men  should  hold  the  offices  in  the  con- 
ventions, and  direct  the  proceedings. 

4.  The  choice,  as  between  men  of  equal  power  for  any  service, 
should  be  in  favor  of  those  who  understand  and  love  the  work  of 
the  societies.  The  Associations  can  afford  to  honor  those  who- 
have  helped  to  build  them  up.  They  no  longer  need,  if  they  ever 
did,  the  patronage  of  great  names,  nor  are  they  required  to  flatter 
local  great  men. 

5.  Persistent  effort  should  be  made  to  bring  out  active,  intelli- 
gent, and  sensible  young  men,  and  make  them  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussions. It  will  do  them  good,  and  strengthen  them  for  their 
home  work. 

6.  Let  long  speeches  be  avoided.  When  one  man  occupies  an 
hour,  there  are  probably  ten  or  twelve  in  the  convention  who  feel 
they  could  have  used  three-quarters  of  that  time  to  better  advan- 
tage than  the  speaker,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  are  right. 

7.  Avoid  men  who  ride  "hobby-horses"  to  conventions.  No 
matter  how  beautiful  these  are,  they  make  trouble.  One  man  has 
as  good  a  right  to  have  a  "  hobby-horse"  as  another,  and  there  is  no 
way  of  determining  who,  of  them  all,  has  the  best  right  to  make 
an  exhibition. 

Is  it  said  these  are  simple  matters,  and  hardly  worthy  a  place 
in  the  Monthly  t  They  are  simple — it  Is  extraordinary  that  they 
have  ever  been  neglected.  But  many  a  convention  has  been 
almost  barren  of  results  because  they  were  neglected. 


Deeds  and  Creeds.— If  Christians  join  in  what  are  called 
worldly  amusements,  I  ask  nothing  about  their  creed.  They 
show  their  taste,  that  is  enough.  A  mere  creed,  however  correct* 
will  save  no  man.  The  influence  of  the  creed  is  the  essential' 
matter. — Jotie*. 
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THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  ON- 
TARIO AND   QUEBEC. 

AT  BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AUGUST  20-22. 

A.  G.  Northbup  presided  at  the  opening  exercises.  One  hun- 
dred and  eight  delegates  were  present,  representing  twenty-two 
Associations.  Many  clergymen  were  in  attendance.  The  Con- 
vention was  organized  by  the  election  of  the  following  officers : 

President,  Wm.  Anderson,  Toronto ;  Vice-President*,  E.  Cart- 
wright  Thomas,  Hamilton ;  George  Hague,  Toronto ;  Wm.  John- 
son, Belleville ;  W.  J.  McCalla,  St.  Catherines ;  K.  W.  Maguir-, 
M.  D.,  Guelph  ;  T.  James  Claxton,  Montreal ;  Secretaries,  W.  D. 
Balfour,  St.  Catherines ;  P.  L.  Spencer,  Hamilton.' 

The  welcome  meeting  Tuesday  evening  nearly  filled  the  large 
Wesleyan  Methodist  church.  Addresses  of  welcome  were  pre- 
sented by  A.  G.  Northrup,  President  of  the  Belleville  Association, 
in  behalf  of  the  Association  ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the 
churches ;  and  J.  J.  B.  Flint,  Mayor,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens.  Ad- 
dresses were  also  made  by  Kev.  R.  F.  Burns,  D.D.,  Rev.  Wm. 
Hall,  Sheriff  Thomas,  and  Dr.  Maguire.  The  meeting  was  one  of 
very  great  interest.  The  discussion  of  the  topic,  "  God's  Word 
— how^'shall  the  Btudy  of  it  be  best  promoted  among  young  men?" 
was  opened  by  Rev.  Charles  Hanson,  in  a  few  bri<;f  but  suggestive 
remarks.  Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  Rev.  J.  Douse,  Sheriff  Thomas,  and 
others  followed.  On  the  subject,  "How  far  can  literary  exer- 
cises be  made  useful  in  our  Association  meetings,"  Rov.  Dr.  Burns 
delivered  an  address  of  considerable  length  and  great  eloquence, 
recommending  that  the  exercises  of  our  Associations  should  be 
principally  of  a  religious  character.  Others  followed,  and  many 
thoughts  of  much  practical  value  were  elicited.  Rev.  F.  H.  Mar- 
ling, of  Toronto,  and  Sheriff  Thomas,  of  Hamilton,  read  instructive 
papers  on  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  its  spe- 
cial field  of  labor."  Geo.  Hague  delivered  a  short  but  stirring  ad- 
dress on  "  How  can  the  Association  reach  the  young  men  in  our 
towns  and  cities  f  He  suggested  that  the  members  of  our  Asso- 
ciations should  use  every  opportunity  to  speak  to  unconverted 
young  men  on  the  importance  of  attending  at  once  to  their  salva- 
tion. This  subject  was  discussed  by  the  delegates  with  much 
earnestness.  Geo.  A.  Young  read  a  paper  containing  valuable 
suggestions  on  "  Association  work  in  towns."  The  reports  from 
the  various  Associations  were  very  encouraging.  The  Committee 
on  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

"  Resolved,  That  we  urge  upon  the  country  Associations  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  a  constant  correspondence  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  of  informing  them  of  success  and  reverses,  and 
of  all  items  of  interest  necessary  for  obtaining  the  most  com- 
plete information  of  the  state  of  our  work  throughout  the  Do- 
minion. 

'  "  Resolved,  That  as  far  as  possible  every  Association  in  the  two 
Provinces  be  visited  by  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  that  all  information  regarding  the  dates  of  an- 
niversaries and  public  meetings  be  communicated  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  at  Toronto. 

"Resolved,  That  in  order  more  efficiently  to  carry  on  this  work, 
the  services  of  some  member  of  the  International  Executive 
Committee  of  New- York,  if  possible,  be  secured  to  assist  in  the 
work  of  visitation. 

"  Resolved,  That  Associations  be  strongly  recommended  to  sub- 
scribe for  the  Association  Monthly,  the  recognized  organ  of  the 
Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces. 

"  Resolved,  That  $500  be  voted  to  the  Executive  Committee  to 
enable  them  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the  ensuing  year. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year :  John  Macdonald,  Geo.  Hague, 
Wm.  Anderson,  Geo.  H.  Mocon,  H.  L.  Thompson,  and  Thos.  J. 
VVilkie,  of  Toronto;  and  that  the  following  be  corresponding 
members :  Dr.  Maguire,  Guelph ;  James  Baylis,  Montreal ;  Wm. 
Johnson,  Belleville ;  Wm.  Craig,  Port  Hope ;  George  A.  Young, 
Hamilton ;  W.  D.  Balfour,  St.  Catherines ;  A.  G.  Murray,  Inger- 
soll ;  Thos.  Muir,  London ;  Richard  Faircloth,  Goderich ;  and  R. 
Robinson,  Kingston ;  with  power  to  add  to  their  number. 

"Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  increased  expenditure  in  connec- 
tion with  the  work  of  the  Volunteer  Camp,  the  Executive  Com 
mittee  be  empowered  to  devise  plans  by  which  the  work  shall  be 
extended,  and  the  means  for  carrying  It  on  be  placed  on  some 
more  permanent  basis,  with  a  view  to  lessen  the  burden  of  expen- 
diture resting  on  the  Committee." 

The  farewell  meeting  was  held  in  the  Bridge-st.  W.  M.  church, 
on  Thursday  evening,  and  was  largely  attended.  The  singing 
was  conducted  by  Prof.  Whish,  of  Belleville,  who  performed  sev- 
eral exquisite  selections  on  the  organ,  and  gave  two  vocal  solos 
with  great  taste.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Mar- 
ling and  Geo.  Hague,  Toronto ;  Revs.  J.  C.  Perritt  and  John  Bur- 
ton, Belleville;  Rev.  B.  F.  Burns,  D.D.,  Montreal; and  parting 


words  were  spoken  by  H.  O'Hara,  Bowmanville ;  P.  L.  8pencer, 
Hamilton;  Rev.  John  Scott,  Napanee  ;  Thos.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto ; 
and  the  President  of  the  Convention.  The  meeting  was  felt  by 
all  to  be  a  season  of  power  and  refreshing  from  the  Spirit  of  the 
Master.  After  singing  '*  Say,  Brothers,  will  you  meet  us?"  Rev. 
Wm.  Hall,  of  Ottawa,  closed  the  meeting  with  prayer.  The  Conven- 
tion adjourned  to  meet  next  year  with  the  Association  at  Guelph. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  THE 
ASSOCIATIONS  OF  NEW-YORK. 

AT  LOCKPORT,  AUGUST  27-29. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  by  R.  8.  Holmes,  President 
of  the  last  convention,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected . 

President,  John  I.  Piatt,  Poughkeepsie ;  Vice-Presidents,  D.  S. 
Sutphen,  New-Utrecht ;  C.  G.  Hildreth,  Lockport  ;  F.  H.  Fanning, 
Utica ;  I.  G.  Jenkins,  Buffalo ;  Secretaries,  D.  E.  Eohler,  Cornell 
University ;  G.  W.  Leonard,  Auburn. 

The  retiring  President  delivered  an  interesting  address,  revieir 
ing  the  work  of  the  six  preceding  conventions. 

The  welcome-meeting,  Thursday  evening,  was  crowded  and 
enthusiastic.  C.  G.  Hildreth,  President  of  the  Lockport  Associa- 
tion, presided,  and  delivered  the  address  of  welcome  in  behalf 
of  the  Association.  Rev.  James  W.  Cooper  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates in  behalf  of  the  ciiy  and  churches.  John  I.  Piatt  responded 
in  an  address  which  secured  the  closest  attention  of  the  audience. 
A  most  bountiful  entertainment  was  furnished  by  the  ladies  of 
Lockport.  and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  delegates. 

The  discussion  of  the  topic,  '■  Our  business  affairs,  how  shall 
we 'raise  money  for  the  use  of  our  Associations  ?"  was  opened  by 
J.  P.  Heath.  He  recommended  canvassers  for  money  to  see  ev- 
erybody, to  ask  individuals  for  definite  sums,  and  to  always  call 
again.  James  Pollock,  P.  W  Emens,  G.  W.  Leonard,  John  L 
Piatt,  R.  S.  Holmes,  L.  Hoyt,  and  D.  S.  Sutphen  gave  their  expe- 
rience and  much  good  advice  on  the  same  subject.  The  question, 
"  Ought  every  village  in  the  State  to  have  a  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  ?"  was  discussed  by  Thomas  C.  Strong,  G.  W. 
Leonard,  Charles  Wright,  G.  B.  Thompson,  E.  P.  Marvin,  R.  S. 
Holmes,  P.  W.  Emens,  J.  Pollock,  J.  E.  Myer,  E.  Uhl,  and  J.  I. 
Piatt. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Cleveland,  in  relation  to 
Association  reading-rooms  in  railroad  depots,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  in  the  Association  Monthly.  (A  report  of  the  Cleve- 
land depot  work  was  given  in  the  September  number  of  the 
Monthly.  ) 

John  E.  Myer,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Associations,  pre- 
sented a  report  recommending  that  $2000  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  employing  an  agent  to  visit  the  cities  and  villages  of  the 
State  to  organize  Associations.  The  report  was  adopted.  The 
discussion  on  "  Amusements,  how  and  why  we  should  use  them," 
was  opened  by  J.  Pollock,  of  Harlem  Branch,  followed  by  Piatt, 
of  Poughkeepsie,  Marvin  and  Williams,  of  Lockport,  Carter,  of 
Utica,  Wright,  of  New-Utrecht,  and  T.  J.  Wilkie,  of  Toronto. 

"  How  can  we  best  do  Christian  work  within  our  organizations  ?" 
was  discussed  by  E.  Uhl,  J.  I.  Piatt,  and  Rev.  E.  P.  Marvin  ; 
and  "How  can  we  best  do  Christian  work  in  the  community  at 
large  f  by  I.  G  Jenkins,  of  Buffalo;  Rev.  Dr.  Strong  and  Prof. 
Charles  Kelsey,  of  Aurora.  Rev.  Henry  R.  Wait,  of  Rome,  Italy, 
addressed  the  convention  on  Association  work  in  Rome.  Edward 
Bristol,  of  Buffalo,  delivered  an  address  on  "  Christian  activity." 

The  Committee  on  Associations  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Convention,  assured  of  the  efficiency  of 
fervent  and  united  prayer,  earnestly  recommend  the  observance, 
by  each  Association  in  the  State,  of  the  second  Sabbath  in  No- 
vember as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  Association 
work. 

"  Resolved,  That  Erskine  Uhl,  John  I.  Piatt,  John  H.  Mathews 
and  J.  Parker  Heath,  of  Poughkeepsie  ;  R.  8.  Holmes,  of  Auburn ; 
Edward  Bristol,  of  Buffalo,  and  R.  R.  McBumey.  of  New-York. 
be  the  State  Executive  Committee. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Erskine  Uhl,  as  correspond- 
ing member  of  the  General  Executive  Committee,  be  recom- 
mended to  the  next  International  Convention. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  directed  to  prepare 
a  programme  of  exercises  for  the  next  Convention,  and  to  cause 
it  to  be  circulated  among  the  Associations  of  the  State,  and  to 
be  published  in  the  papers  of  the  place  where  the  Convention  is 
held,  both  before  and  during  the  sessions  of  the  Convention." 

George  H.  Wells,  in  behalf  of  the  Association  of  Amsterdam, 
invited  the  next  Convention  to  meet  at  that  place.  The  invita- 
tion was  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  presented  the  following,  which 
were  adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  business  affairs  of  the  Association  should  be 
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conducted  on  the  strictest  commercial  principles,  in  order,  to  se- 
cure the  confidence  of  the  community. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  every  town  where  there  are  unconverted 
young  men,  some  organized  effort  should  be  put  forth  for  their  sal- 
vation ;  and  as  the  Association  is  designed  for  this  special  work, 
we  recommend  its  establishment  in  every  such  town. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  efforts  of  the  Association  should  be  directed 
to  such  Christian  work  as  the  Church,  as  an  organization,  cannot 
readily  engage  in." 

"Resolved,  That  a  very  important  part  of  our  work,  meriting  the 
serious  attention  of  every  Association,  lies  in  the  direction  of  social 
influence ;  and  while  the  methods  of  conducting  our  social  meet- 
ings may  be  various,  their  prominent  object  should  always  be  the 
development  of  vital  Christianity  in  all  who  participate  in  them." 

I.  G.  Jenkins,  by  request,  explained  how  au  Association  Bible- 
class  should  be  man.iged.  At  the  farewell  meeting,  Thursday  even- 
ing, an  essay  entitled  "A  True  Association  Success— on  What 
Does  it  Depend  V  was  read  by  R.  8.  Holmes.  John  I.  Piatt,  J.  W. 
Helmer,  and  S.  B.  Aliny  followed  in  ten-minute  addresses.  Fare- 
well addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  T.  C.  Strong,  in  'behalf  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  Dr.  W.  C.  Wiener,  in  behalf  of  the  city  and  the 
churches.  The  topics  before  the  Convention  were  well  selected, 
and  of  great  practical  importance,  and  the  discussion  of  them  was 
spirited  and  to  the  point.  There  were  fifty-six  delegates  present, 
and  nearly  every  one  of  them  took  some  part  in  the  work  of  the 
Convention. 


that  there  were  one  hundred  Associations  in  the  State  at  work 
with  more  or  less  efBciency. 

The  subject  of  district  conventions  and  Laymen's  Institute*: 
was  presented  by  S.  A.  Taggart  and  others. 

The  importance  of  "  Open-air  meetings  in  the  country"  was 
discussed  by  Rev.  Robert  McMillan, and  "Open-air  meetioga  in 
the  city"  by  T.  D.  Logan  and  W.  K.  Jennings,  of  Pittsburg ;  Le- 
ber, of  York ;  McCormick,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Frew,  of  Pitts- 
burg. A  woman's  meeting  was  addressed  by  John  Wanamaker, 
of  Philadelphia.  A  most  interesting  and  profitable  praise-meet- 
ing was  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart. 

At  the  farewell  meeting,  which  was  one  long  to  be  remember- 
ed, the  subject  of  "  Personal  Consecration  to  Christ"  was  treated  in 
a  very  impressive  and  earnest  manner ;  practical  and  heart-reach- 
ing speeches  were  made  by  D.  E.  Small,  of  York ;  Major  E.  W. 
Matthews,  of  Foxburg;  Major  Frew,  of  Pittsburg;  Rev.  T.  A. 
Fernley,  of  Philadelphia ;  James  McCormick,  Jr.,  of  Harrisburg- ; 
Rev.  Dr.  Wing,  of  Carlisle,  and  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadel- 
phia. 


FIFTH    ANNUAL    CONVENTION   OF     THE 
ASSOCIATIONS    OF   PENNSYLVANIA,    # 

AT  CARLISLE,  SEPTEMBER  10-12. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  General  Beaver,  ol 
Bellefonte,  President  of  the  last  convention.  A  committee  on 
permanent  organization  was  appointed,  which  reported  as  fol- 
lows: President,  John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, D.  B.  Small,  York ;  John  T.  Green,  Carlisle ,  H.  K.  Porter, 
Pittsburgh  ;  Secretaries,  Thomas  Marshall,  Philadelphia ;  S.  G. 
Butler,  Danville;  Andrew  Blair,  Carlisle.  The  report  was 
adopted. 

In  the  evening,  an  open-air  meeting  was  held  on  the  public 
square,  which  was  led  by  Mr.  Appenzeler,  of  Chambersburg,  and 
addressed  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  Pittsburg;  General  Beaver, 
Bellefonte ;  and  A.  J.  Campbell,  Philadelphia.  - 

The  welcome-meeting  was  held  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  in 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  J.  C.  Stock  presided.  A 
speech  of  welcome  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Car- 
lisle by  Colonel  R.  M.  Henderson ;  in  behalf  of  the  churches  by 
Rev.  Wm.  M.  Frysinger,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Carlisle  Associa- 
tion by  J.  C.  Stock,  President  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Wanamaker  responded  in  behalf  of  the  Convention. 

Brief  addresses  were  also  made  by  Patterson,  of  Harrisburg ; 
Andrews,  of  Tidloute,  Logan,  of  Pittsburg;  McKnight,  of 
Chambersburg,  and  Beaver,  of  Bellefonte. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  delegates  in  attendance. 
Many  prominent  men  in  Christian  work  were  present  and 
gave  interest  to  the  discussions.  The  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended. The  reports  from  Associations  were  full  of  encour- 
agement. The  topic  "  Neighborhood  Prayer-meetings"  waB 
discussed  by  D.  E.  Small,  of  York,  and  Rev.  Robert  McMil- 
lan, of  Hermon.  A  discussion  on "  Faith  and  Works"  was 
opened  by  Mr.  Srutzman,  of  Harrisburg,  followed  by  Mr.  Slay- 
baugh,  of  Shippensburg,  and  others.  "  How  to  make  the 
business-meetings  of  Associations  profitable"  was  discussed  by 
Cook,  of  Bellefonte ;  John  Wanamaker,  of  Philadelphia ;  McCor- 
mick, of  Harrisburg,  and  Wm.  Johnson,  of  Pittsburg.  "  The 
best  means  of  raising  money  for  Christian  work,"  by  Campbell, 
McMillan,  Frew,  Snoops,  Detrich,  Andrews,  and  A.  Johnson,  and 
"  New  methods  of  Association  work,"  by  W.  E.  Lincoln  and 
Dully,  of  Blairsville ;  McCormick,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Fernley, 
of  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary,  presented  the  report  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  fifty  dis- 
trict conventions  had  been  held  in  the  State,  and  that  twenty- 
four  new  organizations  had  been  formed  during  the  year,  and 
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[The  following  interesting  report  is  from  the  former  editor  of 
the  Monthly,  Rev.  R.  C.  Morse:] 

Amsterdam ,  August  27th. 

From  the  Associations  of  seven  nations,  delegates  speaking  four 
different  languages  have  come  together  the  past  week,  In  tiit+ 
ancient  city,  to  confer  about  the  work  for  Christ  among  young 
men  in  which  they  are  all  engaged!  We  should  call  it  an  un- 
usually quiet  gathering,  for  conferences  of  this  sort,  both  in  Great 
Britain  and  on  the  continent,  differ  widely  in  their  outward  ar- 
rangements from  the  conventions  common  among  us.  The  at- 
tendance of  ladies  and  the  general  public  is  not  invited,  the 
audience  consisting  simply  of  delegates.  The  election  of  officers, 
the  appointment  of  committees,  and  the  arranging  on  the  spot 
of  a  programme,  are  all  deemed  unnecessary ;  and,  what  is  yet 
more  surprising,  resolutions,  so  indispensable,  inevitable,  and  of- 
ten troublesome  in  American  assemblies,  are  scarcely  heard  of 
during  the  sessions  of  these  conferences. 

Assembling  at  the  call  of  the  Committee  of  the  Associations  in 
Holland,  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  Mr.  W.  Van  Osterwfjk 
Bruyn,  deservedly  eminent  among  the  friends  and  officers  of  our 
societies  on  the  continent,  was  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Confer- 
ence. There  was  admirable  fitness  in  the  appointment,  for  the 
President  spoke  fluently  the  four  languages  familiar  to  the  dele- 
gates, while  his  genial  courtesy,  manly  firmness,  and  Christian 
patience  endeared  him  to  every  member  of  the  Conference. 

The  programme  of  the  sessions  had  been  carefully  prearranged. 
The  delegates  on  their  arrival  received  it  neatly  printed  and 
bound  in  pamphlet  form,  with  a  collection  of  twelve  hymns,  both 
the  programmes  and  hymns  being  happily  rendered  into  Dutch, 
English,  French,  and  German. 

The  place  of  meeting  was  a  hall  accommodating  about  two 
hundred  persons,  and  looking  out  upon  a  pleasant  garden,  Vlied- 
zorng  by  name,  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  The  hall  was  decorat- 
ed with  the  flags  of  the  nations,  and  with  fitly  chosen  scriptural 
mottoes.  Very  hearty  was  the  welcome  extended  to  us  by  the  good 
Christian  people  of  Amsterdam.  As  the  delegates  arrived,  last 
Thursday  ( the  22d),  and  reported  themselves  at  the  above-named 
attractive  resort,  they  were  promptly  assigned  to  some  Christian 
home  where  a  cordial  greeting  awaited  them. 

After  a  preliminary  address,  in  the  Dutch  language,  by  Rev.  A. 
Van  Scheltema,  of  Amsterdam,  at  one  of  the  churches,  an  open- 
ing meeting  was  held  in  the  hall  from  eight  to  ten  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  for  the-  public  reception  or  introduction  of  members.  For 
an  hour  before  the  assembly  was  called  to  order,  the  room  pre- 
sented a  strange  spectacle  to  the  eye  of  an  American  delegate.  A* 
was  the  case  in  every  recess  of  the  Conference,  refreshments 
were  served  in  the  rear  of  the  hall  to  those  wishing  thorn.    Soon, 
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the  air  was  thick  with  smoke,  and  we  had  abundant  evidence 
that  we  were  in  a  land  where  the  puffing  of  tobacco  and  the  drink- 
ing of  beer  are  well-nigh  universal.  It  was  a  pleasant  relief 
when  the  call  of  the  President  brought  out  of  this  confusion  an 
orderly  gathering  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  Christian  young  men, 
representing  Associations  in  Holland,  Belgium,  France,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Great  Britain,  and  North-America. 

All  then  rose,  and  sang  Luther's  well-known  hymn,  beginning : 
"  God  is  our  refuge,"  each  using  the  version  familiar  to  him. 
The  agreeable  ceremony  of  public  introduction  followed.    The 
list  of  delegates  was  read  in  a  loud,  clear  tone,  each  one  rising 
as  his  name  was  called,  and  bowing  to  the  audience,  who,  in  re- 
sponse, greeted  him  with  clapping  of  hands.    Among  the  British 
delegates  were  Mr.  George  Williams,  of  London,  founder  in  that 
city  of  the  parent  of  all  Associations  in  English-speaking  coun- 
tries, and  Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  the  honored  Secretary  of  the  Lon- 
don Association.  It  was  very  gratifying  to  hear  the  names  of  Chris- 
tian King  and  Pastor  Krummacher,  from  Elberfeld,  and  of  other 
German  delegates,  on  the  same  roll  with  Pasteur  Cook,  of  Nismes, 
from  the  Central  Union  of  France,  accompanied  by  another  French 
member  from  Montauban.    The  English-speaking  delegates  num- 
bered about  fifty,  composing  a  third  of  the  Conference.    Secretaries 
Samuel  Nash,  of  Liverpool ;  Thomas  Whitwell,  of  Stockton-on- 
Tees  ;  H.  Thorn,  newly  appointed  at  Leeds;  W.  Jacobs,  of  Byde, 
were  among  the  number.     The  eloquent  Pastor  Barde  repre- 
sented Geneva.    From  our  own  country,  Mr.  R.  B.  McBurney, 
Secretary  of  the  Association  in  New- York,  represented  also  the 
Executive  Committee  of  our  International  Convention.    Mr.  M. 
W.  Pond,  late  President  of  the  Boston  Association,  with  Mr.  L.  W. 
Bradley,  and  yonr  correspondent  from  New- York,  composed  the 
remainder  of  the  American  delegation.    Each  name  from  America 
was  greeted  with  unusual  applause,  and  special  effort  seemed  to 
'  be  made  to  give  cordial  welcome  to  those  who  had  come  to  the 
Conference  from  such  a  distance.    After  this  pleasant  and  often 
amusing  ceremony,  President  Van  Oosterwijk  Bruyn  read  a  brief 
address  or  greeting,  gracefully  using  in  turn  the  four  languages 
of  the  Conference.    Fervent  prayer  was  then  offered  by  brethren 
from  England,  Holland,  France,  and  Germany.    A  preliminary 
prayer-meeting  opened  the  session  of  Thursday  morning,  and  was 
followed,  according  to  the  programme,  by  an  address  from  the 
President,  on  "  The  aim  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion."   This  aim  he  defined  to  be  the  care  of  youth  at  that  age, 
between  boyhood  and  manhood,  when  they  are  unreached  by  any 
agency  employed  by  the  Church,  a  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
churches  specially  noticeable  on  the  continent    How  can  the 
Associations  best  exercise  this  watch  and  care?    (1)  By  teaching 
young  men  the  Word  of  God,  particularly  in  the  Bible-Class ,  (2) 
By  opening  for  young  men  a  place  of  social  resort  and  bodily 
exercise;  (3)  By  educational  classes ;  (4)  By  training  young  men 
in  Christian  work ;  (5)   3y  seeking  to  make  the  young  teachable 
and  submissive  to  Divine  authority. 

Professor  Oosterzee,  of  the  University  in  Utrecnt,  made  an  elo- 
quent address. 

Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  of  New- York,  then  gave  an  account  of  his 
visit  during  this  summer  to  leading  Christians  in  the  various 
countries  of  Europe,  on  behalf  of  the  American  Branch  of  the 
Evangelical  Alliance.  His  errand  was  to  invite  eminent  minis- 
ters and  scholars  to  attend  the  World's  Conference  of  this  Alli- 
ance, in  New-York,  in  September,  1873.  The  invitation  has  been 
almost,  without  exception,  favorably  entertained,  and  Dr.  Schaff 
closed  his  encouraging  report  by  inviting  the  attendance  in  New- 
York,  next  year,  of  representatives  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  in  the  various  countries  of  Europe. 

Mr.  B.  R.  McBurney,  of  New-York,  spoke  very  briefly  of  the 
condition  of  our  societies  in  North-America. 

After  the  usual  recess,  lasting  from  noon  till  two  o'clock,  the 
Conference  reassembled,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  Mr. 
B.  B.  McBurney  presided  for  the  afternoon,  alter  "  the  American 
fashion.'' 

?tr.  Olirwtian  Klojr.  of  Elberfeld,  read  a  paper  in  German,  on 


"  The  means  of  promoting  an  interest  in  the  work  of  our  Associ- 
ations.'' The  chief  work  of  the  societies,  he  said,  was  to  bring 
young  men  to  Christ.  The  leading  agency  in  this  department  is 
the  Bible-class,  and  a  spirit  of  prayer  and  of  love  to  Christ  is  in 
dispensable.  The  memberB  of  our  societies  in  Germany  proved 
themselves  exceedingly  efficient  in  ministering  to  the  sick,  wound- 
ed, and  dying,  in  the  late  Franco-German  war.  More  than  half 
the  number  of  German  foreign  missionaries,  come  from  the 
membership  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

A  secondary  aim  of  the  Association  is  to  promote  the  social  and 
educational  welfare  of  young  men,  by  festivals  and  classes  in  sing- 
ing and  drawing,  with  the  offer  of  prizes,  by  visitation  of  the 
sick,  by  the  use  of  the  press,  and  in  other  similar  ways. 

After  the  essay  had  been  read  in  the  German,  the  substance  of 
it  was  rendered  into  the  other  languages  of  the  Conference  by 
interpreters  from  among  the  delegates.  Each  essay  was  in  this 
manner  made  intelligible  to  all. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed,  Messrs.  John  Tawse,  of  Edin- 
burgh ;  Koeln,  of  Middleburgh,  Holland ;  Barras,  of  Peter- 
borough ;  Nash,  of  Liverpool,  and  others  took  part. 

The  second  and  principal  recess  of  the  day  lasted  from  four  to 
eight  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  In  this  interval,  the  hall  was 
changed  into  a  dining-room,  and  every  delegate  was  accommo 
dated  with  a  seat  at  two  long  tables.  Dinner  was  served  here  on 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Monday.  Both  the  giving  of  toasts  and 
singing  were  formally  prohibited,  but  volunteer  addresses  during 
the  meal  were  invited.  Many  of  these  speeches  were  listened  to 
with  deep  interest,  and  they  constituted  one  of  the  pleasantest 
features  of  the  Conference. 

In  the  evening  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  George  Williams,  of  London,  was 
invited  to  preside.  After  several  brief  reports  in  various  lan- 
guages had  been  given,  an  eloquent  address  on  the  temptations 
of  young  men  was  made  by  Pastor  Barde,  of  Geneva.  Among 
the  leading  temptations  he  enumerated  (1)  The  dislike  of  young 
men  to  spiritual  things ;  (2)  The  levity  of  mind  natural  to  youth, 
(8)  The  carnal  tendencies  of  youth— namely,  lust,  drink,  the  hunt 
after  material  enjoyment,  and  spiritual  pride.  In  speaking  of 
intoxicating  drinks,  he  mentioned  that  while  the  amount  of  brandy 
sold  in  Switzerland  and  Germany  had  of  late  years  diminished,  the 
quantity  of  beer  used  had  very  greatly  increased.  The  pernicious 
effect  of  beer  was  seen  in  chiefly  its  slowly  stupefying  the  man  and 
dwarfing  all  his  faculties.  The  remedy  or  conqueror  of  all  these 
temptations  he  showed  to  be  prayer,  and  the  dependence  growing 
out  of  it  upon  a  strength  not  our  own. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Holland  occupied  the  session  of  Friday  morning,  all  the  exer- 
cises being  in  the  language  of  that  country.  It  was  therefore 
deemed  wise  for  the  English-speaking  delegates  to  hold  an  infor- 
mal meeting  in  the  garden,  Mr.  George  Williams,  of  London,  taking 
the  chair,  to  hear  reports  from  the  various  Associations  they  repre- 
sented. It  was  a  profitable  Conference.  Mr.  Pearoe,  Secretary 
of  one  of  the  branches  in  London,  the  English  secretaries  named 
in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  Mr.  Darling,  of  Athlone,  Ireland, 
and  the  American  delegates,  gave  brief  account  of  the  work  as  it 
is  now  prosecuted.  The  substance  of  the  report  of  the  Dutch 
Associations,  given  at  their  .annual  meeting,  was  subsequently 
communicated  in  English  to  the  Conference. 

Mr.  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  of  London,  read,  at  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion, an  interesting  paper,  on  "  The  management  and  discipline 
of  our  Associations."  As  the  standard  or  test  of  membership,  he 
reaffirmed  the  Paris  basis : 

"  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those 
young  men  who,  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  their  God  and  Saviour, 
according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  desire  to  be  His  disciples  in  their 
doctrine  and  in  their  life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the 
extension  of  His  kingdom  amongst  young  men." 

Belief  in  the  deity  of  Christ  and  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
Word  of  God  are  also  required  in  the  active  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. A  Church  test  of  any  sort  was  pronounced,  from  the 
European  standpoint,  impracticable.   In  the  exercise  of  discipline, 
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the  kindliest  forbearance,  patience,  and  charity  were  earnestly 
insisted  on.  The  American  delegates  then  explained  how  our 
Associations,  while  cordially  adopting  the  Paris  basis,  as  affirmed 
and  expanded  in  the  paper  just  read,  find  that  for  the  practical 
purposes  of  our  work  in  America  the  evangelical  church  test  of 
membership  answers  better  than  would  the  use  of  any  formal 
■creed  statement  on  the  part  of  our  societies. 

This  day  being  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  massa- 
cre of  St.  Bartholomew,  the  Conference  adjourned  its  evening  ses- 
sion, and  united  at  one  of  the  churches,  in  the  commemoration 
of  this  sad  event  by  the  Christian  people  of  Amsterdam.  Rev. 
A.  Van  Scheltama  made  an  address  in  Dutch,  Pastor  Barde,  of 
Geneva,  spoke  in  French,  Rev.  W.  C.  Van  Meter,  of  New-York, 
in  English,  and  Pastor  Krummacher  In  German,  the  services  be- 
ing protracted  till  late  in  the  evening. 

On  Sunday,  the  delegates  were  courteously  welcomed  at  the 
various  Sunday-schools  of  the  city,  and  in  the  afternoon,  Mr. 
Shipton,  in  a  very  admirable  manner,  conducted  a  Bible-class,  at 
which  a  large  number  of  the  brethren  were  present. 

Monday  morning  the  delegates  were  pleasantly  entertained  by 
an  excursion  on  the  Zuyder  Zee  and  a  visit  to  the  Zoological 
Gardens.  In  the  afternoon,  reports  were  listened  to  from  Holland, 
America,  Belgium,  and  England. 

At  the  fore  well  dinner  on  Monday,  the  sessions  of  the»  Confer- 
ence closed  with  very  appropriate  exercises.  With  genuine 
Christian  courtesy  and  affection,  the  brethren  of  Amsterdam 
expressed  their  thanks  to  the  delegates  for  having  come  to  this 
gathering  in  larger  numbers  than  they  had  dared  to  hope.  Special 
mention  was  made  and  prominence  given  to  those  who  had  come 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Mr.  Pond  responded  in  be- 
half of  the  American  delegates,  Mr.  George  Williams  for  Eng- 
land, Mr.  John  Tawse  for  Scotland,  and  Pastor  Barde  for  Switzer- 
land. 

Mr.  Shipton  then  offered  a  resolution  called  forth  by  the  pres- 
ence of  brethren  from  France  and  Germany,  countries  so  lately  at 
war  with  one  another.  In  the  brotherly  Christian  spirit  that  had 
brought  them  to  the  Conference,  the  resolution  affirmed  the  su- 
periority, even  above  the  claim  of  country,  of  that  tie  which 
united  the  members  of  our  societies  in  the  love  and  service  of 
Christ.  This  resolution  was  impressively  seconded  by  the  rising 
of  the  German  delegates,  at  the  call  of  Pastor  Krummacher,  and 
of  the  French  brethren,  at  a  word  from  Pasteur  Cook.  The  en- 
tire Conference  then  joined  them,  and  with  great  unanimity  set 
the  seal  of  their  approval  to  the  resolution. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  leave  with  the  committee  of  Holland 
discretion  to  select  and  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of 
the  next  Conference  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of 
all  lands. 

President  Van  Oosterwijk  Bruyn  then  bade  the  brethren  an 
affectionate  Christian  farewell,  addressing  each  delegation  in  their 
own  language,  and  binding  us  more  closely  to  one  another  with 
the  very  words  that  gave  the  signal  of  separation. 

It  has  proved  an  instructive  and  interesting  Conference.  The 
diversity  of  language  is  an  obstacle  to  that  perfect  freedom  of  in 
teroourse  which  all  would  prefer.  But  the  arrangements  of  the 
committee  obviated  this  difficulty,  so  far  as  it  could  be  removed  by 
careful  management.  It  was  specially  cheering  to  note  the  unan- 
imity of  the  brethren  from  every  land,  in  placing  the  first  empha- 
sis on  religious  work.  This  sentiment  found  expression  in  every 
essay  and  paper.  No  dissenting  voice  was  raised.  The  temporal 
welfare  of  young  men,  and  the  importance  of  making  care  for  this 
a  part  of  our  work,  was  duly  insisted  on,  but  always  and  every- 
where the  superior  claim  upon  us  of  religious  activity,  in  lead- 
ing young  men  to  Christ,  was  uncompromisingly  asserted. 

The  delegates  lingered  in  the  act  of  parting  from  one  another, 
and  finally  separated,  feeling  that  their  personal  sympathies  had 
never  before  reached  so  far  out  into  the  broad  field  of  Association 
effort,  and  that  they  were  knit  to  their  brethren  in  work  for  Christ 
among  young  men  by  new  ties  of  brotherly  attachment  which  are 
to  be  strengthened  by  every  fresh  opportunity  of  intercourse. 


VORXESPONDE1TCE. 


Pennsylvania  Reports  Progress. 

Pittsburg,  August  38th. 

Foxburg  is  a  town  on  the  Alleghany  River,  about  eighty -five 
miles  from  Pittsburg.  One  year  ago,  there  was  but  one  home; 
but  oil  was  found,  and  quickly  dwellings,  stores,  hotels,  ud 
Khops  sprang  up.  A  large  depot  was  built,  and  the  place  pots  on 
city  airs  and  does  a  city  business,  and  hotels  charge  dty  pries. 
Last  week  a  letter  came  down  from  Major  E.  W.  Matthews  ud 
Z.  McD.  Smith,  Esq.,  to  the  President  of  our  Association,  H.  K. 
Porter,  Esq.,  and  to  our  State  Secretary,  Rev.  S.  A  Taggart,  say- 
ing :  "  We  have  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  building 
finished,  and  we  want  to  dedicate  it  on  the  28th.  Come  up  and 
help  us." 

They  could  not  go,  but  sent  Brother  W.  Johnson,  who  went 
up  Saturday  evening,  arriving  there  just  as  their  first  great  fix, 
which  had  swept  away  all  the  business-houses  between  the  nil- 
road  and  river,  had  finished  its  terrible  work. 

The  sun  rose  bright  and  clear  that  Sabbath  morning,  and  be 
held  in  Foxburg  many  sad  faces  gazing  upon  the  smoking, 
blackened  remnants  of  all  they  had  in  this  world,  excepting,  per 
haps,  a  few  bits  of  furniture  or  bedding  that  had  been  snatched 
from  the  very  jaws  of  the  fiery  monster. 

The  new  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  room  is  in  the 
second  story  of  a  fine  large  building,  put  up  by  Z.  McD.  Smith, 
Esq.,  and  he  has  generously  tendered  it,  free  of  rent,  to  the  Asso- 
ciation, which  as  yet  consists  of  but  few  young  men  besides  him- 
self and  Major  Matthews.  A  Sabbath-school  was  to  be  organ- 
ized at  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  and  quite  a  large  number,  mostly  adnlu, 
were  gathered  at  that  hour  in  the  new  room. 

The  school  for  the  first  Sabbath  was  thrown  into  one  claw, 
and  led  by  Brother  Johnson  taking  the  lesson  of  the  uniform 
series,  "A  living  sacrifice,"  after  which  the  school  was  organised, 
and  Major  Matthews  elected  Superintendent.  After  dinner,  it 
was  proposed  to  visit  St.  Petersburg,  about  three  miles  distant. 
Accordingly,  two  fine  saddle-horses  were  impressed  into  the  ser- 
vice of  Brothers  Matthews  and  Johnson,  and  a  pleasant  ride  up 
over  the  hills  was  enjoyed,  taking  East  Foxburg  on  the  way,  and 
visiting  for  about  five  minutes  the  Bible-school  in  the  school- 
house,  where  Brother  Johnson,  instead  of  making  a  speech,  song 
a  song,  to  the  apparent  delight  of  all  present!  The  Bible-school 
at  St.  Petersburg  was  reached  just  as  they  were  closing  it ;  and 
after  he  had  sung  them  a  song,  Brother  Johnson  was  invited  to 
speak  a  few  words  about  Young  Men's  Christian  Associationi  and 
their  work,  after  which  a  brother  present  moved  that  we  organize 
a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  here  in  St.  Petersburg,  and 
the  motion  was  carried  unanimously.  A  constitution  was  drawn 
up  and  adopted,  and  the  Association  of  St.  Petersburg  means 
work. 

In  the  evening,  the  beautiful  room  at  Foxburg  was  filled,  and 
the  dedicatory  services,  participated  in  by  quite  a  number,  were 
enjoyed  by  ail.  We  hope  to  hear  of  good  work  being  done  for 
the  Master  by  both  of  these  Associations,  and  we  heartily  con- 
gratulate them  upon  having  within  call  such  men  as  Major 
E.  W.  Matthews  and  Brother  Z.  McD.  Smith.  & 


Reception  Committees. 

Dkab  Brethren  :  To  every  large  city  there  is  added  daily  » 
number  of  young  men  from  the  country,  from  other  cities,  and 
from  foreign  lands.  We  have  reception  committees  to  meet  and 
welcome  them ,  but  my  heart  has  been  pained  many  times  when 
I  have  gone  into  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  rooms  and 
been  met  by  these  Committees.  Not  because  they  were  not 
pleasant,  for  they  were ;  not  because  they  did  not  sit  down  and 
talk  with  me,  for  they  did  ;  but  because  they  so  seldom  talked  ol 
Christ.  Ready  to  tell  you  how  many  members  they  had,  "B" 
was  President,  how  much  the  building  cost,  etc,  etc.,  but  not  one 
word  of  Christ.    What  must  we  do  ?  , 

Here  comes  a  man  from  England.  He  has  left  father,  motner, 
sister,  and  brother.  His  heart  is  heavy,  and  he  is  lonesome  ana 
homesick.  He  don't  care  how  much  the  building  cost ;  ne  is 
thinking  of  his  home,  and  it  is  your  golden  opportunity,  bretn- 
ren,  to  sit  down  and  tell  him  of  a  heavenly  home  that  is  his.  a» 
home  his  father  was  his  strength,  and  he  will  miss  his  support , 
be  it  yours  to  tell  him  of  his  heavenly  Father,  upon  the  «"«1»" 
of  whose  almighty  arm  he  can  rely  always.  But  he  will  ^7°" 
he  misses  his  brothers  and  the  friends  whom  be  has  ,e»™"  ™, 


how  much  he  loved. 


Oh  1  what  beti 
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Friend  that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother  I  He  will  honor  yon 
for  loving  his  father's  God,  and  if  von  lead  him  to  Jesus,  yon 
hare  done  the  whole  work  for  which  the  Association  was  estab- 
lished. What  more  yon  have  done,  what  a  multitude  of  sins  you 
have  hidden,  what  influences  for  good  you  have  extended,  none 
but  the  Master  knoweth,  and  He  will  reward  you.  But  don't  let 
it  be  said  of  us  that  in  our  Christian  Associations  we  leave  Christ 
ont.    Yours  in  Christ, 

D.  a  Nivkb,  Missionary  Y.  M.  C.  A,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

[We  commend  the  above  not  only  to  Reception  Committees, 
but  to  every  member  of  our  Association. — Ed.] 


General  Secretaries'  Conference. 

TOLEDO,  O.,  September  16th,  1873. 
To  the  General  Secretaries,  Agents,  or  Superintendents  of  the 

Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and 

British  Provinces  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  You  will  doubtless  have  observed  in  the  Sep- 
tember number  of  the  Association  Monthly  a  communication  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Scott,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Cincinnati  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  tendering  us  the  hos- 
pitality of  their  city  and  their  homes  should  we  deem  it  advisable 
to  hold  a  General  Secretaries'  Conference  during  the  approaching 
winter.  Of  the  warmth  and  heartiness  of  this  invitation,  and  of 
the  pleasure  attending  a  short  sojourn  with  the  brethren  of  Cin- 
cinnati, there  can  be  no  question ;  whether,  however,  it  would 
be  wise  to  accept  the  Invitation  at  present  is  a  matter  not  ao 
easily  decided. 

Two  or  three  difficulties  present  themselves  which  it  would  be 
well  for  us  to  consider.  First,  our  respective  Associations  are 
busy  with  preparations  for  the  winter  campaign,  and  the  middle 
of  January  will  find  us  in  the  heat  of  the  conflict.  For  one,  I 
should  feel  reluctant  at  such  a  time  to  absent  myself  from  the 
post  of  duty.  Every  Secretary  whose  heart  and  energies  are  in 
the  work  will  recognize  the  need  of  standing  by  his  men  when 
inaction. 

Secondly,  I  very  much  fear  that  the  attendance  at  such  a  con- 
ference would  be  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole.  Our  Sec- 
retaries live  at  such  wide  extremes  from  each  other  that  the  im- 
possibility of  securing  reduced  rates  of  transportation  must  prove 
a  serious  hindrance  in  our  way. 

The  third  consideration  is  that  the  constitution  of  our  Secre- 
taries' Association  has  already  provided  for  such  a  meeting  as  is 
contemplated,  immediately  before  the  assembling  of  our  Inter- 
national Convention,  and  in  the  same  town  or  city  where  the 
latter  will  be  held,  thus  accomplishing  both  purposes  at  the 
same  time,  with  one  half  the  expense. 

To  hold  our  conference  prior  to  the  date  mentioned  by  Brother 
Scott  would  be  somewhat  difficult,  and  to  postpone  it  any  con- 
siderable time  would  be  to  carry  it  far  on  toward  the  date  of  our 
International  Convention.  How  much  these  difficulties  may 
weigh  with  some  of  the  brethren  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  until 
they  are  heard  from.  To  arrive  at  a  more  definite  conclusion  in 
the  matter,  I  ask  the  favor  of  answers  by  letter  to  the  following 
questions : 

Can  you  and  will  you  attend  a  General  Secretaries'  Conference  ? 

At  what  time,  and  in  what  place,  would  you  prefer  that  such  a 
conference  be  held  ? 

Name  in  brief  the  principal  difficulties  in  your  work,  and  the 
topics  yon  would  like  discussed. 

Have  you  any  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  of  conducting 
such  a  conference  t 

A  reply  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  from  every  General 
Secretary,  Superintendent,  or  Agent  in  the  United  States  and 
British  Provinces  will  facilitate  matters,  and  oblige 
Yours  earnestly, 

T.  A.  Nelson,  President  Secretaries'  Association. 


Another  New  Association. 

Indianapolis,  September  10th,  1873. 
Br  the  kindness  of  Brother  Charles  Mathews,  Professor  Hol- 
land, the  pastors  of  the  churches,  and  the  superintendents  of  the 
Sunday-schools  of  Hope,  Ind.,  we  osvd  a  pressing  invitation  to 
visit  that  place  (a  rural  village  of  ejg-ht  hundred  inhabitants)  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
An  open-air  meeting  was  held  on  Stttrrdaj  evening,  in  the  pub- 
lic square.    A  union  meeting  wuhetld  in.  the  Moravian  church, 


at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  Sunday  morning.  We  learned,  from  the 
large  attendance  and  the  attentive  hearers,  that  we  had  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  people.  At  half-past  two  we  held  a  children's 
meeting  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  large  house 
was  full. 

Our  next  meeting  was  at  five  o'clock  P.M.,  in  the  public  square. 
Many  came  miles  to  hear  laymen  preach.  The  evening  session 
was  for  organization ;  all  the  work  of  the  day  had  been  looking  tow- 
ard this  At  half-past  seven  p.m.  we  found  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  densely  packed,  and  many  at  the  doors  and  windows, 
eager  to  catch  every  word  that  was  spoken.  After  a  few  earnest 
remarks,  in  regard  to  Association  work,  the  question  was  asked, 
"  Do  you  want  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  here  ?"  The 
whole  audience  arose  to  signify  they  did,  and  when  it  was  asked 
how  many  would  engage  in  the  work,  sixty  eight  names  were 
put  down  as  the  beginning  of  an  Association.  Letters  from 
them  since  inform  us  that  the  work  is  going  grandly  on ;  other 
names  are  being  added  to  their  list ;  and  also  that  they  have 
leased  a  hall  and  design  having  it  dedicated  In  a  week  or  two. 
The  following  are  their  officers:  President,  Henry  Rominger; 
Vice  Presidents,  Chas.  Mathews,  Chas.  Michael,  N.  S.  Prather, 
J.  E.  George ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  S.  N.  Glick ;  Recording 
Secretary,  Edgar  Jones;  Treasurer,  Miss  McMany.  May  God 
prosper  them  in  this  work.  Wm.  S.  Wootcn. 


Cleveland,  O,  September  13th,  1873. 
Dear  Brethren  :  I  herewith  send  you  a  report  of  our  rail- 
way branch  reading-room,  believing  it  may  stimulate  other  cities 
to  go  and  do  likewise.    [The  report  failed  to  reach  us]    I  also 
send  yon  a  report  of  my  department  for  the  last  month : 

MOHTHLT  REPORT  OF  ATTH2TDANCB  FOB  AUGUST. 

Sunday  Saturday  Noon  Requests 

Meeting.  Meeting.  Readers.  Meeting.  (or  Prayer. 

1st  Sunday,  140  1st  Saturday,  80  1st  week,  189  1st  week,  169  1st  week.  0 

2d       "         140  Sd         "          85  Sd       "      996  2d       "      134  Sd      "       8 

8d       "         196  8d        '•         100  Sd       "     999  8d       "      185  Sd      ■«       8 

4th      "        180  4th      "        100  4th     •'     805  4th      "     164  4th    "       6 

5th       "         100  5th     "     894  5th       "      151  6th    "      11 

Total     545  465  1863  748  93 

Attendance  for  the  month,  Sunday  meeting 645 

"  "        "       Saturday  evening  meeting 465 

"  of  readers  In  rooms lacs 

"  at  noon-day  meeting ,. 748 

Registered  visitors io» 

Total  for  month 3225 

Requests  for  prayer 28 

We  have  recently  buried  one  of  our  best  Christian  workers, 
whose  funeral  we  attended  in  a  body,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
widow  performed  the  last  offices  the  living  owe  to  the  dead.  A 
delegation  selected  by  her  conducted  the  funeral  services.  An 
other  brother  has  gone  to  his  reward.  We  who  live  must  emu- 
late his  virtues.    Very  truly,  L.  Sheafp,  Gen.  Sec. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

"  At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Cleveland,  Saturday,  August  10th, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

"  It  having  pleased  our  heavenly  Father  to  remove  from  our 
midst  a  beloved  brother  and  fellow-laborer,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  William  D.  Williams, 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Cleveland  are  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  earnest,  devoted,  and  faithful  mem- 
ber. 

"  Resolved,  That  while  our  hearts  are  bowed  down  with  sor- 
row, we  yet  recognize  the  hand  of  a  loving  Father,  who  doeth 
nil  things  well,  and  to  whose  will  we  bow  in  humble  submission. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  will  cherish,  with  the  tenderest  affection, 
the  memory  of  our  departed  brother,  and  strive  to  emulate  so 
bright  an  example  of  Christian  activity  and  usefulness. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and  enrolled  upon  the  records  of 
the  Association."  ■ 


Salem  Endorses  Buffalo. 

Salem,  Mass.,  September  10th. 
Dear  Monthly  :  I  read  the  account  of  the  method  adopted  by 
theBuffalo  Association  to  rid  their  city  of  vile  and  immoral  litera- 
ture, with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  and  interest.  I  regard  it  as  a  most 
effectual  way  of  "  stamping  out"  such  stuff1  as  floods  all  of  our 
cities,  and  affords  food  for  those  whose  minds  are  corrupted,  and 
holds  out  an  alluring  bait  to  those  who  are  yet  pure.  It  does  seem 
strange  that  so  little  is  done  to  put  a  stop  to  the  traffic  in  such 


174 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


[October, 


poison.  Buffalo  has  most  nobly  begun  the  work ;  let  as  continue  it 
until  every  man  engaged  in  the  filthy  business  shall  hide  his  head 
for  very  shame.  Preaching  is  good,  and  does  good,  but  this  is 
something  it  can  reach  only  by  stirring  up  the  people  to  "  cast  it 
out"  by  virtue  of  law.  Greatly  shall  we  rejoice  if  the  time  ever 
comes  when  we  can  buy  our  books  and  papers  without  being  con- 
fronted with  impure  and  immodest  pictures,  and,  still  worse,  read- 
ing matter  in  the  shape  of  papers  which,  at  present,  constitute  a 
large  part  of  the  stock  in  many  of  our  paper  stores.  Let  it  be  a 
part  of  our  work  to  endeavor  to  crush  this  adversary  of  all  good, 
and  success  mutt  crown  our  efforts,  for  we  shall  not  labor  alone. 
Tours  earnestly,  ^^^^^^  C. 


The  Work  Among  the  Germans. 

Mb.  Editob  :  The  Germans  have  gained  such  a  sad  repute  in 
all  matters  concerning  pure  Christianity  and  practical  piety,  that 
many  of  your  readers  will  not  expect  to  hear  of  a  good  work 
among  them. 

Nevertheless,  there  is  life  among  the  German  Christian  young 
men,  and  a  great  number  of  Associations  have  been  founded 
throughout  the  country.  Among  the  German  churches,  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutherans  have  been  the  most  active  in  this  part  ot  Chris- 
tian labor.  The  great  majority  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  con- 
gregations in  the  <conntry  have  each  their  "  Juenglingsverein  " 
which  often,  also,  has  its  own  building,  and  to  which  all  of  the  resi- 
dent confirmed  members  of  the  congregation  belong  until  their 
80th.  40th,  or  45th  year.  The  object  of  these  Associations  is  uniform- 
ly almost  the  same.  The  young  men  meet  every  week,  each  meet- 
ing is  opened  and  closed  with  prayer  and  reading  of  the  Scriptures, 
and  the  young  men  have  a  debate,  declamation,  or  lecture.  The 
purpose  is  to  keep  young  men  to  the  Church  of  their  faith,  and 
they  do  not  interfere  or  unite  with  the  association  of  another  congre- 
gation, even  in  the  same  city.  This  rule  has  its  exceptions,  but  the 
general,  fundamental  policy  of  German  Associations  is  to  work 
quietly,  only  for  your  own  society,  belonging  to  your  own  church, 
and  confessing  your  own  faith. 

The  exc  usive  policy  of  these  societies  and  associations  has  some 
exceptions,  as,  for  instance,  in  New- York,  where  a  State  Associa- 
tion has  been  formed,  which,  as  the  old  prejudices  fall,  is  rapidly 
increasing. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  may  take  an  interest  in  hearing 
something  of  this  young  Association.  The  German  State  Asso- 
ciation of  New-York,  or,  as  it  calls  itself,  "  General  verein  Evan- 
geliach-LutheriBcher  Juenglinge  im  Staate  New- York"  ("  General 
Association  of  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Young  Men  in  the 
State  of  New- York,")  was  founded  in  1866,  at  Utica.  Three  associa- 
tions in  Buffalo,  Rochester,  and  Utica  coming  together,  and  form- 
ing the  State  Association,  Mr.  F.  Eandel,  of  Buffalo,  was  unani- 
mously elected  President.  Since  that  time,  three  conventions 
have  been  held  successively  in  Buffalo,  Rochester,  and  Albany,  and 
by  these  a  fresh  impulse  was  given  to  the  work.  The  latest  and 
most  important  convention,  however,  has  been  held  at  Utica, 
from  the  6th  to  the  8th  of  August,  1873,  and  of  it  I  propose  to  say 
a  few  words. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  in  Trinity  church,  in  Utica, 
on  the  6th  of  August,  at  9  a.m.,  by  Mr.  Handel,  the  late  Presi- 
dent. There  were  found  some  12  societies  represented,  having  in 
all  over  400  members,  1000  books  in  their  libraries,  and  some 
three  or  four  thousand  dollars  capital.  All  the  sessions  of  the 
Convention  were  opened  and  closed  by  prayer,  singing,  and  read- 
ing of  the  Scriptures.  Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  first 
session,  the  election  of  officers  took  place,  and  resulted  as  follows : 
President,  Rev  E.  Bohm,  of  New-York ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  A. 
Martin,  of  Utica ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  I.  Nehrass,  of 
New- York  ;  Recording  Secretary,  Jacob  Steinhauser,  of  Roches- 
ter ;  Treasurer,  G.  Leminger,  of  Buffalo. 

Rev.  E.  Bohm  took  the  chair,  with  a  short  address,  in  which  he 
forcibly  explained  the  cause  and  prospects  of  .the  Convention.  Af- 
ter some  preceding  business  of  smaller  importance,  it  was  resolved 
to  debate  upon  the  following  subjects : 

I.  What  can  be  done  to  enliven  our  weekly  meetings,  and  to 
gain  more  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  young  men  to  join 
them  T 

II.  At  what  age  should  anybody  be  admitted  to  the  member- 
ship of  our  Associations  t 

IIL  Can  we  not  work  more  united,  and  tie  a  firmer  band  around 
us,  by  mutual  help  and  assistance? 

A  lively  debate  on  these  questions  then  ensued,  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  third,  they  were  all  satisfactorily  answered.  As 
to  Question  IL,  it  was  resolved  to  admit  members  from  their  con- 
firmation to  their  30th  or  40th  year,  leaving  the  latter  part 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  each  society.  Question  III.  was 
debated  bat  little,  and,  by  mutual  consent,  laid  over  to  the  next 
Convention,  in  1873.    On  the  whole,  excepting  some  personali- 


ties, the  debate  was  very  peaceful,  in  spite  of  its  liveliness.      The 
President's  message  was  read,  approved,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Among  the  most  important  duties  performed  by  the  Conventici 
was  the  adoption  of  a  new  Constitution.  Cheering  reports,  as  to 
the  work,  were  received  from  the  delegates  from  all  quarters; 
and  a  rapid  increase  of  the  number  of  members  and  associations 
is  expected. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  it  was  the  privilege  of  those  present 
to  listen  to  the  kind  and  loving  words  of  the  Rev.  P.  von  Rosen- 
berg, of  Rocheiter,  N.  Y.,  who,  by  invitation,  delivered  a  ser- 
mon to  the  Convention,  on  the  text,  8  Thess.3.4,5,  "And 
we  have  confidence  in  the  Lord  touching  you,  that  ye  both  do 
and  will  do  the  things  which  we  command  you,  and  the  Lord 
direct  your  hearts  in  the  love  of  God,  and  into  the  patient  waiting 
for  Christ."  Space  forbids  us  to  give  even  the  outlines  of  this  ad- 
mirable address,  in  which  the  speaker  clearly  defined  the  duties 
of  Christian  young  men — namely,  to  work  only  for  Christ. 

After  all  this  work,  there  was  no  lack  of  recreation.  An  inter- 
esting visit  was  made  to  the  State  Insane  Hospital ;  and  by  the 
kindness  of  the  branch  Association  in  Utica,  a  grand  excursion  to 
Trenton  Falls  was  prepared,  in  which  a  few  hundred  people  par- 
ticipated. It  was  indeed  a  delightful  excursion ;  and  after  a  fine 
time  at  the  superb  falls,  the  wbolo  large  party  returned  to  the  city 

Thus  closed  this  Convention;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
the  President  declared  the  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  agaia 
in  August,  1873,  at  Brooklyn.  Amicus. 


[The  following  communication  is  from  Rev.  R.  W.  Lewis,  s 
member  of  the  New- York  Young  Men's  Christian  Associatfoa, 
who  has  been  quietly  seeing  London  the  past  summer.] 

London,  August  27th,  1872. 

Deab  Mb.  Editob  :  The  mercury  stands  at  64°  Fahrenheit  at 
two  o'clock  P.M.  to-day.  The  highest  point  at  which  I  have  seen 
it  this  summer  has  been  87°.  The  Londoners  suffer  as  much, 
and  complain,  I  think,  more  than  New-Yorkers  do  in  New-York 
at  100°.  The  average  temperature  of  a  London  summer  it 
about  what  it  Is  to-day,  64°,  and  at  such  a  temperature  to  live  is 
a  great  pleasure. 

I  have  often  heard  of  the  thick,  heavy  atmosphere  of  London. 
This  may  be  in  the  fall  and  winter,  but  for  the  last  two  months 
the  air  has  been  as  pure,  and  the  skies  have  been  as  blue,  and  the 
sunsets  have  been  as  lovely  as  any  I  ever  saw  in  the  States.  To 
be  sure  my  lodgings  are  six  or  seven  miles  away  from  Charing 
Cross,  the  heart  of  London.  And  this  leads  me  to  ask  why 
Americans  do  not  take  lodgings  in  London,  rather  than  patron- 
ize the  Charing  Cross  Hotel  and  others  of  a  similar  high  stand- 
ing and  high  prices.  Many  are  in  a  great  hurry.  But  there 
must  be  some  who  would  like  to  learn  something  of  this  won- 
derful city.  It  is  the  metropolis  of  the  world,  and  the  opportu- 
nities afforded  for  study  and  pleasure  I  may  say  are  endless.  The 
accumulated  stores  in  libraries,  picture-galleries,  and  museums 
cannot  by  any  one  be  exhausted.  To  know  London,  one  should 
settle  down  in  it.  Such  a  gallery  as  the  National  Gallery  one 
could  study  forever.  Such  a  library  as  that  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum, which  is  free  to  one  properly  introduced,  with  its  five  hun- 
dred thousand  volumes,  ought  to  more  than  satisfy  any  student. 
While  the  collections  of  antiquities  and  of  modern  production 
are  beyond  description. 

These  things,  however,  are  not  as  much  followed  after  as  open- 
air  sports  and  diversions.  The  young  men  of  these  islands  art 
constantly  competing  with  each  other.  They  also  are  continual- 
ly struggling  for  more  and  more  mastery  over  the  forces  and 
elements  of  nature.  The  most  remarkable  thing  of  the  kind 
was  a  recent  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  noted  Thames  swimmer  to 
swim  from  England  to  France,  eta  the  Straits  of  Dover.  Bis 
name  is  J.  B.  Johnson,  and  on  Friday  last  (August  23d)  he  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  sea-side,  prepared  to  undertake  the  task. 
But  the  sea  was  altogether  too  rough.  On  the  next  day,  how- 
ever, at  10:40  A.M.,  he  took  the  water  by  diving  from  the  paddle- 
box  of  the  steamer  Palmerston.  The  first  four  miles  were  ac- 
complished by  him  in  forty  minutes.  At  11:45  ajc  he  wanted 
something  to  eat.  His  friends  on  the  steamer  which  was  accom- 
panying him  advised  him.  at  this  point,  however,  to  come  out  of 
the  water.  He  was  not  tired  or  exhausted,  but  his  legs  were 
numbed,  and  the  surgeon  saw  that  his  circulation  was  failing 
him.  He  had  accomplished  in  this  time— one  hour  and  five  min- 
utes— seven  miles,  amid  the  rush  of  a  strong  tide  and  a  tumul- 
tuous sea.  It  is  considered  here  to  be  an  unsurpassed  feat. 
Twelve  hours  bad  been  assigned  him  for  the  whole  passage,  and 
it  was  thought  he  would  swim  forty  miles,  although,  in  a  direct 
line,  France,  at  the  nearest  point,  is  onlyabout  nineteen  miles 
distant. 

This  bold  attempt  at  swimming  recalls  instances  of  a  similar 
kind  in  past  times.    There  is  a  mythical  tradition  that  the  thing 
has  been  done.    Seventy  years  ago,  J     " 
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victed  of  a  political  offence,  swam  from  Calaii  to  Dover,  or  at- 
tempted it  One  was  drowned,  bat  two  landed  on  Dover  beach. 
Of  these,  one  soon  died  from  the  effort,  but  the  other  lived  for 
many  years.  Lord  Byron  was  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  swim- 
ming across  the  Hellespont,  and  at  another  time  was  three  hours 
in  the  Tagus  Shelley  was  drowned,  I  think,  while  swimming 
oat  to  his  yacht  off  the  coast  of  Italy.  Christopher  North  was  a 
great  swimmer;  and  some  of  you  will  perhaps  remember  the 
picture  which  I  have  seen  of  our  Benjamin  Franklin  lying  on  his 
back  in  midstream,  with  the  string  of  a  kite  in  his  hand,  by 
•which  he  was  being  towed  along.  Edgar  Allen  Poe  once  swam, 
it  is  said,  seven  and  a  half  miles  in  the  James  River. 

Such  exploits  as  these,  however,  are  not  to  be  compared  with 
a  recent  deed  with  which  England  has  been  ringing— the  deed 
of  Stanley  in  penetrating  Africa  after  Livingstone.  The  New- 
Xork  Herald,  whose  correspondent  he  was,  will  have  laid  before 
you  in  full  his  adventures.  But  I  may,  perhaps,  tell  you  how  he 
has  been  fSted  by  the  English  public.  His  name  and  his  picture 
are  heard  and  seen  everywhere.  At  Brighton  he  divided  atten- 
tion with  the  ex-Emperor  of  the  French.  And  it  is  saying  a 
good  deal  to  say  this ;  for  the  English  have  a  great  admiration 
for  royalty,  even  though  it  be  fallen  royalty. 

I  have  heard  many  regrets  at  hit  taking  umbrage  at  the  treat- 
ment to  which  he  was  subjected.  To  a  man  of  Ms  energy  and 
impetuosity  it  must  have  been  very  trying.  But  in  England  no 
oae  is  free  from  this  sort  of  thing.  Every  man  who  becomes 
prominent  must  expect  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  criticism.  It  is  a 
sort  of  winning  one  s  spurs.  But  Mr.  Stanley  stands  well  with 
every  fair-judging  critic.  It  is  universally  confessed  that  he  did 
a  great  thing  where  Englishmen,  through  the  lack  of  enter- 
prise, have  failed ;  and  ample  reparation  has  been  made  him  for 
any  seeming  slights  that  were  put  upon  him. 

Some  weeks  ago,  the  volunteers  of  the  country  were  assem- 
bled at  Wimbledon  Common,  for  practice  in  arms  and  military 
evolutions.  I  did  not  go  down  to  their  encampment,  but  I  saw 
several  regiments  of  them  in  Hyde  Park,  and  they  appeared 
well.  Then  there  was  a  trial  of  skill  with  large  guns  at  Shoe- 
buryness,  somewhat  between  the  volunteers  and  the  army.  Now 
the  army  is  encamped  at  Aldershott,  and  is  engaged  in  what  is 
known  as  the  autumn  manoeuvres.  The  troops  are  divided  into 
the  invading  and  the  defending  army.  Some  twelve  thousand 
men,  with  all  the  pomp  of  war,  are  attacking  and  repulsing 
each  other  with  great  spirit.  As  a  sight,  it  is  very  fine.  But  an 
American  rejoices  that  in  his  country  there  is  little  necessity  or 
none  for  this  sort  of  thing.  We  are  fortunately  removed  far 
from  any  danger  of  disturbance  by  a  foreign  foe.  England,  how- 
ever, is  but  a  short  distance  from  other  lands,  where  immense 
bodies  of  men,  trained  to  war,  are  ready  at  any  moment  to  attack 
her.  And  history  shows  how  slight  a  pretence  is  required  for  a 
strong  military  power  to  attempt  to  subjugate  or  humble  one 
unprepared  and  weak.  I  have  been  too  busy  with  my  own  af- 
fairs to  have  seen  much  of  the  Association  here,  but  I  learn  that 
our  worthy  secretary,  Mr.  McBumey,  has  passed  through  Lon- 
don, on  his  way  to  the  Continent. 


HEWS  Of  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Item*,  upon  the  following;  and  kindred  topics  will  be 
specially  'welcome  i 

a1;^^!?*"?"^  *he  WOPfc*  **  Wew'  of  Conation.. 
SI  JS  ?  ?*  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. *.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  or  As. 
soelatlons  in  the  local  press.  7.  In  what  department* 
thegreatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

t*~  Communication,  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  be  sent  to  the  MONTHLY 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  as  pub- 


A  Word  of  Welcome  to  the  "  Monthly"  from 
Scotland, 

Greenock,  10  Tobago-street,  August  15th,  1873. 

Drab  Sib  :  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  Association  Monthly 
received  yesterday.  I  have  seen  it  before,  and  am  glad  to  know 
it  is  doing  much  good  in  the  Western  world.  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  visiting  the  United  States  and  the  Dominion  some  years  ago, 
and  rejoice  to  read  the  cheering  reports  of  Christian  work  among 
young  men,  from  Maine  to  the  Pacific  seaboard.  Would  that 
there  were  a  hundred-fold  more  such  work  for  Christ.  May  each 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  be  a  centre  ever  widening  in 
size  and  influence  for  good  in  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of 
your  noble  country.  I  visited  seven  of  the  States  and  British 
Provinces,  and  found  the  Scotch  element  respected  and  useful, 
and  Scotland  well  known  and  loved.  I  look  back  with  pleasure 
to  my  visit.    I  am  glad  to  see  your  excellent  Monthly. 

With  kind  regards,  yours  faithfully,  Andrew  Swan. 


[The  following  letter  from  W.  E.  Hazen,  corresponding  mem- 
ber for  Vermont  of  the  General  Executive  Committee,  shows  thst 
Vermont  is  still  moving  forward ;  and  the  report  of  Brother 
Cbaffee,  in  the  September  number  of  The  Monthly,  shows  that 
he  is  already  in  harness.] 

Burlington,  Vt.,  August  24th,  1873. 

Editor  Association  Monthly.  Dear  Sir:  Brother  A.  B 
Chaffee,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  hag  been  engaged  by  the  State 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Toung  Men's  Christian  Associations 
in  Vermont  as  a  State  agent  to  visit  the  Associations,  counsel 
with  and  advice  them,  and  stir  them  up  to  greater  activity.  This 
is  in  accordance  with  the  plan  proposed  at  the  last  convention. 

He  will  give  you  a  report  ot  ii,  kborm  for  publication. 


ALABAMA. 

Marion.— This  Association  is  doing  a  good  work.  Its  mem- 
bership embraces  earnest,  working  Christians,  who,  when  they 

withal£rit  ^*tW  Bayin*'  "Qo  Work  ^-^y/'obey 

Selma.— The  desire  to  have  a  house  of  its  own  still  animates 
the  Selma  Association,  and  this  desire  is  growing,  slowly  but 
surely,  intoa  determination  which  will  not  rest  until  success  is 
reached  The  reading-room  of  the  Association  is  well  supplied 
with  daily  and  weekly  papers  and  magazines.  It  is  open  from 
seven  o  clock  in  the  morning  till  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening 
Two  weekly  prayer-meetings  are  regularly  sustained. 

Vnlontown — The  Uniontown  Association  has  been  reor- 
ganized It  now  numbers  thirty  members,  and  its  way  to  use- 
fulness  is  unobstructed.  ' 

CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco.— At  the  last  quarterly  meeting  of  this  As- 
sociation, sixteen  associate  members  and  seventeen  active  mem- 
bers were  admitted  to  the  Association.  The  librarian,  H.  L. 
Chamberlain,  presented  his  report,  showing  the  operations  of  the 
Association  during  the  quarter,  and  making  many  valuable  sug- 
gestions in  regard  to  plans  for  increasing  its  usefulness. 
librarian's  report. 

"  It  is  a  feet  of  special  significance,  and  pregnant  with  special 
blessings,  that  the  International  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian  Associations  for  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces  re- 
cently held  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  has  decided  to  hold  the  next  con- 
vention m  1878,  in  San  Francisco,  of  which  information  has  been 
received  from  Cephas  Brainard,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee  Ihe  same  communication  announces  that  an  agent  of 
the  convention  will  visit  this  coast  early  in  the  season  for  gen- 
eral Association  work  throughout  the  State. 

FRAYING  CIRCLE. 

"One  year  ago,  the  suggestion  to  set  apart  stated  times  during 
the  week  as  a  time  of  prayer  for  our  financial  condition  met  with 
a  hearty  response,  and  was  Immediately  acted  upon,  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  noons  being  appointed,  and  only  twice  have  these 
appointments  been  neglected  during  the  year,  and  I  feel  a  strong- 
er assurance  than  ever  that  the  Association  will  go  on  from 
strength  to  strength  by  reason  of  them.  • 

THE  library. 

*,lU,&y  b(2>k* that  have  been  '"■""tog  h*™  been  recovered  with 
difficulty.  Same  were  detained  by  neglect,  others  wilfully  and 
a  few  valuable  volumes  have  been  recovered  from  the  second- 
hand stalls.  A  large  number  of  new  books  of  rare  interest  have 
JS?."^*1-  AB-  Woodwan*  has  donated  the  residue  of  the 
What  Cneer  Library— some  six  hundred  or  seven  hundred  vol- 
urnes.  The  Association  is  also  under  obligations  to  Alexander 
Dixon,  Wm.  Boericke,  Sir  Hugh  Hoyles,  of  Newfoundland  and 
Hon.  Eugene  Casserly,  for  valuable  contributions.  The  total 
number  now  in  the  library  is  3520,  of  which  a  complete  new 
catalogue  has  been  made.  New  rules  have  been  adopted,  among 
which  is  a  restriction  upon  general  readers,  as  experience  proves 
that  nothing  valuable  is  safe  under  promiscuous  manipulation 
The  library  is  still  essentially  free  to  any  one  by  applying  to  the 
Librarian  and  making  a  deposit. 

READING-BOOH. 
"  Several  additions  have  been  made  to  the  lists  of  domestic  and 
foreign  journals.  All  the  papers  on  the  coast  are  received  gra- 
tuitously, with  one  or  two  exceptions.  The  Overland  Publishing 
Company  has  laid  the  Association  under  obligations  by  their 
great  liberality  in  supplying  valuable  magazines,  etc.  The  As- 
sociation hopes,  in  time,  by  the  publication  of  a  paper  of  its  own. 
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to  scatter  broadcast  over  the  land  the  Gospel  truths.  It  has 
long:  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  away  religious  papers  and 
other  journals  and  magazines,  after  they  have  served  their  use 
in  the  library,  to  the  soldiers  at  Angel  Island,  the  Marine  Hos- 
pital, and  to  outward-bound  vessels.  About  fifteen  hundred 
copies  of  religious  journals  have  been  distributed  during  the 
quarter.  The  Dublin  tracts  have  been  scattered  through  the 
city  and  State,  Arizona,  and  places  about  Paget  Sound.  Seventy- 
five  volumes,  with  papers  and  tracts,  have  been  sent  to  Camp 
McDowell. 

THK  MONTHLY  SOCIALS 

have  been  uninterrupted,  and  generally  well  attended.  The  Com- 
mittee have  provided  pleasing  programmes,  which  cost  time,  effort, 
and  money.  Large  numbers  of  strangers  are  usually  present, 
pleased  to  enjoy  an  evening  of  sociability  in  a  strange  land.  But 
it  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  older  members,  to  a  great  extent, 
leave  the  successful  carrying  out  of  the  entertainments  to  the  new 
members.  It  is  a  shame  that  Christians  should  be  guilty  of  such 
neglect,  for  the  '  adversary' sees  to  it  that  the  stranger,  when  will- 
ing, shall  be  introduced  to  the  haunts  of  vice,  and  treated  to  de- 
grading pleasures  unheard  of  in  the  old  home.  Frequently  the 
socials  have  been  honored  by  the  attendance  of  distinguished  vis- 
itors. 

"  During  the  quarter,  39  active,  68  associate,  and  3  life  members 
have  been  admitted.  The  total  membership  is  divided  as  follows : 
384  life,  150  active,  and  148  associate.  A  Christian  stranger,  with- 
out friends  in  the  city,  was  tenderly  cared  for  in  his  fatal  illness 
by  the  Association^and  received  the  rites  of  Christian  burial. 

"  In  relation  to  post-office  operations,  the  monthly  receipts  have 
declined  greatly,  which  cannot  be  accounted  for,  unless  by  unfaith- 
fulness in  affixing  the  labels  which  tell  to  whom  the  receivers  are 
indebted  for  the  tavor.  Letters  are  prepaid  only  to  the  extent  of 
lunds  received  for  that  purpose,  hence  the  number  during  the 
quarter  has  been  less  than  ever  before— 880  in  all,  at  a  cost  of 
$30.10. 

CHARITIES. 

"  Fewer  lodgings  and  fewer  meals  have  been  given  than  in  any 
previous  quarter — 370  lodgings  and  35  meals.  This  is,  doubtless, 
owing  to  the  improved  facilities  for  obtaining  labor ;  few  young 
men  will  accept  charity  when  able  to  help  themselves.  About  35 
young  men  have  been  aided  in  obtaining  situations,  and  many 
more  have  doubtless  been  put  in  the  way  of  successful  effort. 

"  The  Association  still  continues  to  receive  letters  anxiously  ask- 
ing for  absent  friends.  In  several  instances  communication  has 
been  restored. 

"  The  preponderance  of  associate  members  is  entirely  due  to  the 
gymnasium  and  bowling  alley,  which  are  highly  popular.  I  have 
been  extremely  unfortunate,  however,  in  the  matter  of  janitors 
for  these  institutions.  The  low  salaries  allowed  attract  only  flat- 
broke  applicants,  who  usually  get  drunk  on  receiving  the  first 
instalment  of  salary.  Some  reform  is  essential  in  this  depart- 
ment. It  would  prove  better  in  the  end  to  secure  capable  and 
worthy  men  for  the  positions. 

"  During  the  recent  excitement  regarding  Mrs.  Edith  O'Oorman 
A  affray,  that  lndy  was  invited  to  deliver  a  lecture  at  Piatt's  Hall, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  and  a  division  of  the  pro- 
ceeds returned  $65.85,  for  which  thanks  were  duly  rendered." 

In  closing  his  report,  the  Librarian  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  uniform  kindness  and  forbearance  received  from  all,  in  his 
endeavors  to  further  the  interests  of  the  Association.  And  he  de- 
clared his  belief  that  no  other  organization  was  capable  of  accom- 
_  plishing  so  much  good  in  Christian  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  as 
'  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  San  Francisco. 
DEVOTIONAL  COMMITTEE. 

H.  W.  Knapp,  chairman  of  this  committee,  reported  verbally 
that  the  noonday  prayer-meetings  had  been  constantly  sustained 
and  well  attended-  Preaching  was  held  every  Sabbath  at  0  A.M. 
in  front  of  the  What-Cheer  House,  and  at  3  p.m.  in  the  Associ- 
ation Hall.  There  were  also  religious  services  at  North  Bunch, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Association.  Lately  street-preaching 
on  Saturday  evenings  had  been  started  on  Bush-street,  near  Kear- 
ny, and  the  committee  recommended  the  extension  of  this  labor 
to  other  points  of  the  city,  and  he,  the  chairman,  believed  much 
good  would  result  therefrom. 

MISCELLANEOUS  BUSINE88. 

Under  this  head  a  resolution  was  adopted,  instructing  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  to  communicate  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  International  Convention,  ex- 
pressing the  hearty  approval  of  this  Association  of  their  selection 
of  San  Francisco  for  the  Convention  of  1873.  The  meeting  was 
closed  by  singing  the  doxology. 

ILLINOIS. 
Chicago. — The  Chicago  Association  intend  to  rebuild  their 
iwice-burned  house  the  coming  season. 


D.  L.  Moody's  open-air  meetings  in  England  and  Ireland  have 
awa«  ened  much  interest,  and  have  been  largely  attended. 


INDIANA. 

New-Albany.— -The  editor  of  the  Baptist  Herald  says : 

"  We  had  the  pleasure  a  few  days  ago  of  visiting  the  reading- 
rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New-Albany, 
Ind.  The  rooms  are  fixed  up  in  elegant  style,  through  which  we 
were  conducted  by  that  clever  Christian  gentleman,  J.  K.  Walts. 
Persons  are  cordially  invited  to  visit  these  rooms  when  in  the 
city.  Everybody  should  feel  an  interest  in  this  grand  and  no- 
blest of  works. 

"  In  addition  to  the  reading-rooms,  they  have  established  the 
cottage  prayer-meetings.  These  meetings  are  held  with  the 
poorer  class  of  the  city,  about  twice  a  week,  with  the  very  beat 
of  results. 

"  The  reading-rooms  were  opened  December  10th,  1871,  and 
are  visited  daily  by  about  one  hundred  persons.  The  expenses 
per  year  are  about  $1600.  The  rooms  are  opened  every  day  in 
the  week  from  eight  o'clock  a.m  to  ten  o'clock  p.m.,  and  Sundays 
from  two  o'clock  to  six  o'clock  p.m.  Any  donations  to  this  good 
work  will  be  thankfully  received." 


MASS  A  CHUSETTS. 

Boston. — The  Association  held  three  farewell  meetings  in 
the  old  rooms  in  Tremont  Temple,  on  Wednesday,  September 
4th.  They  were  each  two  hoars  in  length,  and  largely  attended 
The  farewell  words  of  some  who  had  been  converted  through 
the  influence  of  the  Association  were  very  touching. 

One  said  :  "  I  was  awakened  to  my  lost  condition  and  need  of 
a  Saviour  here.    1  feel  like  shouting  the  fruits  of  God." 

Another  said  :  "  I  come  here  because  I  love  these  meetings ; 
they  are  the  steppinjr-stones  to  heaven." 

A  young  man  said :  "  Last  January  I  came  into  these  meet- 
ings to  scoff  at  religion ;  I  am  now  trying  to  live  the  life  of  a 
Christian." 

Another  said :  "  It  was  here  I  signed  the  pledge,  and  here  I 
was  converted." 

Mr.  Rowland  made  some  closing  remarks  on  the  work  of  the 
Association  and  the  origin  of  the  noon  prayer-meeting. 

Fall  River.— This  Association  has  discontinued  its  open-air 
meetings,  which  have  been  carried  on  with  much  interest  the 

past  summer. 

Marblehead. — C.  P.  Wellman,  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Marblehead  Association,  writes : 

"  We  have  been  doing  a  good  work  in  the  open-air  meetings 
this  summer.  Every  Sabbath  evening  at  six  o'clock,  on  tie 
steps  of  the  Depot,  on  the  Fort,  or  on  some  headland  of  the  har- 
bor, several  hundred  people  have  been  gathered  who  seldom 
enter  a  church.  One  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  meetings  has 
been  the  sinking  carried  on  by  a  dozen  boys  and  girls  from  the 
Youth's  Christian  Association.  Some  tables  in  the  depot  man- 
aged by  this  Association  do  much  good.  The  boys  have  charge 
of  the  men  s  table,  and  the  girls  of  the  ladies." 

Springfield. — At  the  close  of  a  recent  meeting  at  the  depot, 
the  President  of  the  Springfield  Association  gave  the  following 
invitation . 

"  On  Wednesday  evening  we  shall  hold  a  sociable  at  oar  rooms 
in  Hurlbut's  Block,  to  which  yon  are  cordially  invited  This  is 
not  designed  as  a  religious,  bat  as  a  purely  social,  gathering,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  furnish  young  men  and  women  who  are 
comparatively  strangers  in  the  city  an  opportunity  to  make  ac- 
quaintances and  to  pass  a  pleasant  hour.  The  attendance  not 
only  of  young  men  employed  in  stores  and  offices  is  desired ;  we 
want  also  the  workers  in  wood  and  in  iron,  those  who  run  trains 
and  those  who  run  on  them.  To  one  and  all  we  extend  a  hearty 
welcome." 

MINNESOTA. 

St.  Paul.— The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  St.  Paul  As- 
sociation writes  :  "  Our  Association  is  prospering  well.  We  are 
doing  a  great  work,  and  God  is  crowning  every  branch  of  it 
with  His  blessing." 

NEW-JERSEY. 

Jersey  City.— Open-air  meetings  have  been  one  of  the  chief 

features  of  the  work  of  the  Jersey  City  Association  the  past 
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NEW-YORK. 

Buffalo. — The  Buffalo  Association  established  a  conversa- 
tional Bible-class  the  past  summer,  which  thus  far  has  proved  in- 
teresting and  profitable ;  both  ladies  and  gentlemen  participate 
in  the  discussions.  The  class  meets  Sundays  at  four  o'clock  P.M. 
It  uses  the  regular  course  of  lessons  adopted  by  the  Sunday- 
schools,  but  keeps  one  lesson  in  advance  of  the  schools,  in  order 
that  those  members  of  the  class  who  are  teachers  in  the  Sunday- 
schools  may  have  the  benefit  of  whatever  new  thoughts  or  ideas 
they  may  receive,  or  whatever  striking  illustrations  may  be  pre- 
sented, to  aid  them  in  teaching  their  own  classos  the  coming 
Sunday. 

The  course  adopted  by  the  Buffalo  Association  is  highly  com- 
mendable. Would  that  every  Association  and  every  church  on 
the  Continent  would  do  the  same.  Many  Associations,  and 
churches  too,  are  destitute  of  Bible-classes,  because,  they  say, 
"  it  is  so  difficult  to  find  properly  qualified  teachers."  The  con- 
versational Bible-class,  which  is  a  thousand  times  better  than 
none,  gets  over  this  difficulty  bravely.  It  makes  the  combined 
wisdom  of  the  whole  class  its  teacher.  This  may  not  be  the  best 
way,  bat  certainly  it  is  much  better  than  doing  nothing. 

Greenpoint. — The  Greenpoint  Association  celebrated  the 
opening  of  their  new  rooms  Wednesday  evening,  September 
11th.  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Duryea,  D.D.,  delivered  an  eloquent  ad- 
dress. He  explained  the  object  of  the  Association,  and  showed 
the  work  to  be  done  and  the  method  of  doing  it.  Brief  remarks 
were  made  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Clark,  Ouiscard,  Harris,  McKelvey, 
and  Taylor.  The  reading-room  is  open  every  evening,  and 
is  free  to  all.  The  officers  are :  President,  J.  N.  Stearns  ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  L.  B.  Hanaford,  J.  S.  Ogilvie,  I.  L.  Doughty,  Joseph 
Bigelow,  Benjamin  Simons,  Charles  Dunlop,  and  Richard  Shap- 
ter ;  Secretary,  J.  M.  Farrington ;   Treasurer,  George  M.  Lamp. 

New-York. — The  New-York  Association  commences  its 
course  of  lectures  early  in  October.  Among  the  lecturers  en- 
gaged are  James  Anthony  Froude,  the  English  historian,  Henry 
Ward  Beecher,  John  B.  Gough,  William  Morley  Punshon,  Pro 
feasor  Youmans.  and  many  others  who  never  fail  to  instruct  as 
well  as  interest  those  who  listen  to  them. 

Eastern  Branch. — This  enterprising  branch  of  the  New- 
York  Association  is  agitating  the  building  question.  It  has  a 
building  committee  and  a  subscription  paper  already. 

Borne. — Once-a-Month,  a  new  paper  published  by  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Rome,  and  devoted  to  articles  tend-  i 
lng  to  improve  the  mind,  and  strengthen  the  moral  character  and  i 
Christian  faith  of  young  men,  s.ys  of  the  Rome  Association: 

"  Something  more  than  two  months  have  passed  since  our  pres- 
ent organization  was  effected.  Our  rooms  are  well  located,  large, 
and  pleasant.  They  are  neatly  furnished,  and  our  files  of  papers 
and  magazines  are  some  fifty  in  number.  Our  reception-room, 
with  its  piano,  organ,  pictures,  and  cosey,  parlor-like  appearance, 
where  music,  singiDg.and  conversation  are  allowed,  is  proving  an 
attractive  and  well-nigh  indispensable  auxiliary.  Our  Sabbath 
services  are.  not  largely  attended  as  yet,  but  they  are  assuming  a 
character  of  interest  and  permanency  that  leads  us  to  look  very 
hopefully  to  the  future.  Our  young  men's  Bible-class,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  Huntington,  we  are  sure  will  grow  to  be  an  at- 
tractive feature,  as  well  as  one  of  great  usefulness.  Other  features 
of  our  work — the  young  men's  prayer-meeting,  the  mission  Sun- 
day-schools, the  distribution  of  religious  literature,  etc.,  etc. — 
we  will  speak  of  in  another  issue." 

OHIO. 

Toledo. — The  Ohio  State  Convention  of  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations  will  meet  in  Toledo  next  month.  A  large  attend- 
ance is  anticipated.  The  reading-room  of  the  Toledo  Association, 
said  to  be  the  most  elegant  Association  reading-room  in  the  West, 
is  open  daily  from  eight  o'clock  a.m.  to  ten  o'clock  p.m.,  and  is 
free  to  all,  both  citizens  and  strangers.  This  Association  is  doing 
a  good  work.  Its  -officers  are :  President,  E.  H.  Rhoades  ;  Vice 
President,  E.  H.  Vanhoesen ;  Recording  Secretary,  C.  H.  Whitta- 
ker ;  Treasurer,  VV.  C.  Crabbs ;  General  Secretary,  T.  A.  Nelson. 

PENNSYL  VAITZA. 

Tidioute.— This  Association  is  doln^r  a-  great  work  in  all  the 
surrounding  country.  As  a  specimen,  we  give  its  appointments 
for  a  single  Sunday.  The  appointment*  for  each  Sunday  are 
published  in  the  Tidioute  Journal  the  {(receding  Friday : 


"  New-London,  at  three  o'clock  P.M. — Leader,  L.  L.  Brensholtz ; 
Hunter's,  at  three  o'clock  p.m.— Leaders,  I.  A.  G.  Morse  and  Wil- 
liam Watson;  A verill's  School-house,  at  half-past  ten  a.m. — 
Leaders,  Robert  Gregg  and  John  Andrews ;  Economy  Hill,  at 
three  o'clock  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Sabbath- 
school— Brothers  Whaite,  S.  C.  Jones,  John  Andrews,  and  any 
others  who  may  choose  to  attend  irom  the  Association ;  Union 
Corners,  at  two  o'clock  p.m. — Leaders,  J.  E.  Jones  and  C.  J. 
Cousins;  Lukin's  School-house,  at  two  o'clock  p.m. — Leaders, 
R.  D.  Fisk  and  E.  A.  Bates. 

"  A  two-days'  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Colorado  District  Sep- 
tember 1st  and  2d.  Much  good  has  been  accomplished  in  this 
locality,  and  we  hope  these  meetings  may  have  the  effect  of  still 
further  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ." 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

Quebec. 

Montreal.— The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Mon- 
treal laid  the  corner-stone  of  their  new  building  on  the  7th  of 
September,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  assembly  of  the  Christian 
people  of  the  city.  The  Board  of  Directors  and  the  General 
Committee  of  the  Association  and  the  clergy  occupied  a  platform 
over  which  the  British  and  Canadian  flags  were  suspended.  The 
Hon.  James  Ferrier,  President  of  the  Bible  Society,  presided. 
Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  read  the  opening  hymn.  Rev.  Dr.  Wilkes  read 
a  selection  from  the  Scriptures,  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J. 
Denovan,  and  an  earnest  and  instructive  address  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Burns.  (The  address  is  printed  on  another  page  of 
the  Monthly.)  T.  J.  Claxton,  the  President  of  the  Association, 
then  proceeded  to  fix  the  corner-stone  in  its  place.  The  trowel 
used  was  the  gift  of  the  officers  of  the  Association.  It  was  made 
of  silver,  and  was  designed  by  Alfred  Sandham.  It  bears  on  the 
face  of  it  three  silver  medallions,  one  of  them  being  a  view  of 
the  building,  another  a  list  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
third  the  following  inscription .  "  Presented  to  T.  James  Claxton, 
on  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Association  building,  Montreal, 
September  7th,  1872."  These  medallions  are  encircled  with  a 
wreath  of  maple-leaves  in  frosted  silver,  and  on  a  raised  border 
surrounding  the  trowel  is  inscribed :  "  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath 
helped  us."  The  handle  is  of  bird's-eye  maple,  surmounted  with 
leaves  wrought  in  silver.  , 

"  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name"  was  sung,  after  which  Mr. 
Claxton  gave  a  brief  sketch  of  the  Association,  embracing  an 
account  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  building  enterprise. 
The  whole  cost  of  the  lot  and  the  building  will  be  fully  $50,000. 
Something  more  than  half  of  this  amount  is  already  secured. 
Rev.  George  H.  Wells  made  a  short  address.  He  said  :  "  This  is 
an  hour  of  gladness  and  congratulation.  In  it  we  find  the  con- 
summation of  the  hope  we  have  long  cherished.  It  is,  in  fact,  the 
crystallizing  of  our  idea  in  stone.  But  the  completion  of  the 
building  will  not  be  the  consummation  of  our  labor.  We  are 
simply  laying  a  platform  for  the  future,  to  give  us  an  opportu- 
nity for  doing  better  work.  '  Give  me  a  place  whereon  to  place 
my  fulcrum,  and  I  will  raise  the  world,'  said  a  philosopher  of 
old.  Now  we  have  a  place,  and  we  can  fill  this  place  with  the 
Saviour's  love  and  power.  As  we  increase  our  machinery  so 
xhould  we  increase  our  motive  power.  Let  not  our  material  ap- 
pliances outrun  our  spiritual  power.  It  is  a  cheering  and  grand 
thought  to  reflect  that  we  are  standing  here  with  the  rubbish 
cleared  away  where  so  lately  stood  a  tavern,  and  where  formerly 
were  placed  the  bottles  we  are  about  to  put  the  Bible — to  pour 
out  the  waters  of  life  where  lately  ran  the  streams  of  death. 
Let  this  building  be  looked  upon  as  being  but  the  outward  ex- 
pression of  the  work  to  be  done  ;  let  it  be  only  the  type  of  the 
spiritual  temple  to  be  reared  by  its  means." 

Rev.  John  Potts  said  :  "  This  is  a  memorable  day  for  the  Mon- 
treal Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  This  building  will  be 
an  expression  of  the  united  and  non-denominational  Protestant- 
ism of  Montreal.  The  project  has  been  conceived  In  prayer ;  It  has 
been  prosecuted  in  prayer ;  the  corner-stone  is  being  laid  in 
prayer,  and  the  top  stone  will  be  brought  on  in  the  same  pray- 
erful spirit.  This  will  be  the  gathering-place  of  young  men  la. 
boring  for  Christ.  Here  they  will  lay  plans  and  schemes  for  the 
winning  of  souls ;  here  young  men  from  the  far  West  and  from  be- 
yond tbe  sea  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome ;  and  here  many  a 
wandering  prodigal  will  be  brought  to  the  feet  of  Jesus.  This 
effort  is  catholic  in  its  nature.    Here  in  this  building  the  Bible 
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Society  will  meet  and  pray  over  its  great  mission ;  here  the 
French-Canadian  Missionary  Society  will  ponder  over  its  mission 
of  preaching  only  one  Saviour ;  here  the  Sunday-school  Union 
will  meet ;  and  here  tbe  Tract  Society  will  carry  out  its  not  un- 
influential  work  for  Jesus." 

E.  A.  Burnell  gave  the  concluding  address  as  follows  :  "  Want 
of  manly  purpose  is  the  bane  of  these  days.  Boys  and  young 
men  are  more  precocious  than  they  were  a  generation  ago.  Im- 
patience of  home  restraint  and  disrespect  of  parents  are  more 
general,  and  give  the  hearts  of  fathers  and  mothers  many  a  pang. 
But  a  building  like  this  one  is  an  unspeakable  comfort  to  such 

rents;  and  no  one  can  be  a  careful  observer  of  what  lies 
the  path  of  young  men  in  cities  without  being  solemnly 
convinced  that  homes  of  this  kind  are  an  absolute  necessity. 
In  conclusion,  this  building  has  a  peculiar  significance  when 
we  think  of  the  vastness  of  the  New  Dominion,  and  the  vast 
army  of  young  men  that  are  to  come  on  from  the  Old  World  as 
emigrants  and  settlers  on  its  lands.  Thousands  of  these  will 
pass  through  our  great  city,  and  catch  the  spirit  of  our  young 
men,  and  go  to  the  young  cities  now  forming,  and  those  to  be 
formed,  and  imitate  our  example.  Moreover,  other  similar 
buildings  will  grow  out  of  this,  till  there  will  be  a  band  of 
Christian  workmen  scattered  over  this  vast  Dominion  who  will 
make  the  Pauline  watchword  theirs : '  Therefore,  my  beloved  breth- 
ren, be  ye  steadfast,  immovable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,'  and  the  blessed  open  Bible  will  be  your  corner- 
stone." 

Regular  Tuesday  Evening  Meeting.— The  regular 
weekly  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  in  Zion  church,  Tues- 
day evening,  September  10th,  and  was  a  continuation  of  the  exer- 
cises in  connection  with  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the  new 
building  on  Saturday.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  singing,  fol- 
lowed with  the  reading  of  the  4th  chapter  of  Proverbs,  and  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  B.  F.  Burns.  Bev.  C.  Chapman  addressed  the 
meeting.  He  explained  the  aims  of  the  Association,  and  alluded 
to  the  tact  that  there  are  6000  young  men  In  Montreal  in  board- 
ing-houses, who  are  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of  social  priv- 
ileges. He  urged  the  members  of  churches  to  welcome  these 
young  men  to  their  homes,  and  he  counselled  young  men  to  make 
good  use  of  their  leisure  hours.  E.  A.  Burnell,  of  Chicago,  relat- 
ed many  interesting  incidents  illustrating  the  power  of  personal 
influence,  and  the  goad  effects  of  employers  maintaining  social 
relations  with  their  employees ;  he  said  it  paid,  not  only  in  dollars 
and  cents,  but  also  in  something  far  better.  Rev.  S.  J.  Hunter,  in 
a  brief  address,  said  we  should  make  opportunities  to  speak  a  word 
for  Christ.    The  meeting  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction. 

Rev.  Hugh  Stoweu,  Brown,  of  Liverpool,  delivered  a  lecture 
in  Montreal,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. His  subject  was :  "  Popular  Proverbs ;  or,  Old  Sayings." 
He  held  the  strictest  attention  of  his  audience  for  nearly  two 
hours.  The  spacious  American  Presbyterian  church  was  well 
filled.  


FOREIGN, 


ENGLAND. 
London. — Rev.  Dr.  Cuyler,  in  one  of  his  letters  from  London, 
says :  "  The  Association,  under  the  Presidency  of  Lord  Shaftes- 
bury, and  the  efficient  guidance  of  Wm.  E.  Shipton,  is  doing  a 
noble  work.  Their  daily  prayer-meetings  are  increasing  in  in- 
terest and  spiritual  power.  Every  working  Christian  from 
America  who  visits  London  should  look  in  upon  the  rooms  at 
165  Aldersgate-street,  near  the  general  post-office. 


GERMANY. 
Augsburg,  Bavaria. — An  Association  of  young  men  has 

been  fnrmed  in  Augsburg,  called  :  '•  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Rationalism  Among  the  Lower  Classes."  The  objects  of  this  laud- 
able Society  are  to  oppose  and,  if  possible,  abolish  all  immoral  or 
obscene  literature  among  the  lower  classes,  especially  in  railway- 
depots  and  workshops. 

We  hear  the  Society  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  besides  a  great 
number  of  foreign  members,  numbers  in  Augsburg  and  vicinity  al 
ready  over  200.  ________ 

HOLLAND. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  the  Netherlands 
axe  very  active.  A  recent  report  of  their  work  enables  us  to 
make  the  following  statements : 


In  each  of  the  larger  dties  and  towns  of  Holland  there  is  an 
Association,  making  in  all  128  Associations  in  the  kingdom. 
These  have  6849  members,  of  which  about  4000  are  constantly 
active  in  all  the  labors  of  our  mission.  About  7500  children  were 
instructed,  in  the  Sunday-schools  established  by  the  Associations, 
during  the  year  1871,  and  some  50.000  tracts  were  distributed  by 
members  of  the  societies.  The  number  of  readers  in  the  free 
reading-rooms  was,  during  1871,  28,840. 


ITALY. 

Borne.— Our  Association  is  on  its  way  to  Rome.  Gavazzi, 
when  in  New- York,  said,  "  When  I  go  back,  I  will  organize  a 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  Rome ;"  and  Mrs.  Emily 
B.  Gould,  the  founder  of  the  ltalo- American  schools,  whose  first 
annual  report  has  just  been  published  by  A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.,  No. 
Ill  William-street,  New-York,  says,  in  a  letter  to  the  New-York 
Observer: 

"  On  the  eve  of  leaving  Rome  for  the  summer,  we  are  glad  to 
assure  your  readers  that  arrangements  have  been  completed  for 
the  holding  of  an  American  service  within  the  walls  of  the  city. 
The  first  floor  of  the  Palazzo  Gregorio,  No.  71  Via  Due  Macelli,  has 
been  taken  for  the  purpose,  and  the  contract  is  signed.  The 
apartment  not  only  contains  a  fine  room  for  the  use  of  the  church, 
a  small  suite  of  rooms  which  can  accommodate,  if  necessary,  the 
clergyman,  but  also  ample  accommodations  for  the  use  of  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  which  will  be  commenced  next  year 
and  which  we  cannot  but  hope  will  be  productive  of  great  good. 
Perhaps  there  is  scarcely  a  city  in  the  world  where  such  an  in- 
stitution is  more  necessary.  There  are  no  libraries  or  reading- 
rooms  in  Rome,  no  literary  societies  among  English-speaking 
people.  Social  life  has  much  less  simplicity  than  formerly.  The 
Roman  residents  are  in  general  either  greatly  given  np  to  fash- 
ionable society,  or  have  occupations  which  prevent  them  from 
bestowing  as  much  time  as  they  might  wish  upon  the  strangers 
who  come  to  the  city  for  the  season.  Many  a  young  man  spends 
his  evenings  and  idle  time,  which  even  the  most  determined 
sight  seer  must  often  find  to  hang  heavily  upon  his  hands,  in 
card-playing  and  other  foolish  amusements,  because  he  does  not 
know  what  else  to  do  with  it  If  he  could  find  at  his  disposal  a 
well-furnished  reading-room,  a  small  library  and  companions  of 
his  own  age,  it  would  be  the  greatest  possible  boon  for  him.  It 
would  prevent  those  who  have  been  surrounded  by  good  influ- 
ences at  home  from  yielding  to  evil  ones  abroad,  and  perhaps  turn 
the  current  of  thought  and  feeling  of  those  who  have  already 
strayed  away.  We  hope  our  friends  will  not  forget  -this  excel- 
lent enterprise,  and  wiQ  contribute  to  it  so  generously  that  it 
shall  be  most  attractive  from  its  very  commencement. 

"This  institution  should  also,  like  the  new  Union  Church,  at 
once  become  a  missionary  institution.  I  know  of  no  means  so 
sure  of  doing  good  to  the  young  men  of  Rome  as  would  be  an 
Italian  branch  of  this  Association.  I  hope  our  friends  will  think 
of  the  feasibility  of  furnishing  a  small  room  with  Italian  papers, 
and  of  once  a  week  lending  one  of  the  large  ones  for  social  lectures 
or  historical  and  scientific  subjects,  to  be  delivered  by  Italian 
clergymen  and  others.  Such  a  plan,  if  it  could  be  carried  out, 
would  win  many  a  young  man  from  the  caCS  or  wine-shop." 


WOMEN'S    CHRISTIAN   ASSOCIATIONS. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.— The  Women's  Christian  Association  of  this 
city  is  doing  much  good.  It  has  a  Boarding  Home  for  young 
women  who  wish  a  quiet,  Christian,  and  cheap  home.  A  meet- 
ing is  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  at  fonr  o'clock,  in  the 
parlors  of  the  Home,  for  prayer,  study  of  the  Bible,  and  religious 
conversation.  The  officers  of  the  Association  are :  Mrs.  E. 
Haines,  President;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Wilkes,  Vice-President;  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Eelly,  Treasurer;  Miss  Grace  Burtis,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary ;  Mrs.  Leon  Harvey,  Recording  Secretary. 


The  Shield  is  published  monthly,  at  twenty-five  cents  a  year, 
by  Wm.  Johnston,  46  Hamilton-street,  Greenock,  Scotland.  It 
aims  to  promote  Protestant  principles,  and  defend  them  from  the 
attacks  of  Romanism  and  infidelity.  It  contains  original  articles, 
biographical  sketches  of  reformers  and  Christian  statesmen  of 
bygone  times,  selections  from  the  best  thoughts  of  the  best 
writers,  and  reports  of  Sabbath-school  work,  Christian,  Benevo- 
lent, and  Temperance  Associations,  Working  Boys'  Societies,  and 
kindred  institutions.  Among  its  contributors  are  many  clergy- 
men and  laymen  whose  names  are  well  known  in  this  country. 
It  cannot  fail  to  interest  benevolent  Christian  workers. 
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Gardening  by  Myself.    Bv  Anna  Warner.    12mo,  cloth,  pp. 

223.    New-York  :  A.  D.  F.  Randolph  &  C!o. 

This  little  volume,  which  in  neatly  printed  on  tinted  paper, 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  lady  in  the  country,  and  in  the 
city  too,  for  it  is  astonishing  to  see  how  much  gardening  can  be 
done  in  a  single  window.  The  author  teaches  flower  culture  and 
garden  work  in  a  most  captivating  manner,  but  her  lessons  are 
not  limited  to  window-sills  or  garden-beds ;  indirectly  they  spread 
themselves  over  all  the  affairs  of  the  household.  With  her  pinks 
and  verbenas  she  cultivates  independence,  or  that  faculty  which 
enables  some  people  to  contrive  and  execute  for  themselves  what 
others — a  numerous  host  of  helpless  mortals — leave  undone,  or 
depend  on  money  or  artisans  to  do  for  them ;  and  this  faculty, 
when  once  acquired,  may  be  as  useful  in  renovating  an  old  dress 
as  it  is  in  beautifying  "  an  unmanageable  old  stump."  She  also 
teaches  those  who  are  always  unfortunate  with  their  flowers — and 
almost  everything  else— that  success  means  care,  and  not  only 
care,  but  affectionate  care.  Any  lady  can  kill  her  flowers  as  read- 
ily as  she  can  her  grandmother,  with  perfunctory  care.  She  says : 
"  Success  will  follow  love.  Didn't  I  beat  Mr.  Vick  with  his  own 
seed  two  years  ago,  and  raise  green-edged  petunias  (P.  margina- 
ta)  that  were  bigger  '  by  a  handful,'  as  the  boys  say,  than  the  one 
he  has  put  in  his  new  Chromo  for  1871?"  We  most  heartily 
commend  this  book  to  any  young  man  who  is  seeking  for  some 
suitable,  useful,  and  pleasing  gift  for  a  lady. 

Uplands  and  Lowlands;  or,  Three  Chapters  ni  a  Lite.  By 
Rose  Porter,  Author  of "  Summer  Driftwood  for  the  Winter 
Fire,"  and  "  Foundations ;  or,  Castles  in  the  Air."  12mo,  cloth, 
pp.  803.    New-York:  A.  D.  F.  Randolph  &  Co. 

This  brief  narrative. "  woven  of  truth  and  fiction,"  is  pleasing  in 
style,  chaste  iu  sentiment,  and  elevating  in  its  tendencies.  The 
patient  perseverance,  the  Christian  faith,  the  loving  kindness  of 
Paul  Foster's  life,  "  pure  in  its  purpose  and  strong  in  its  strife," 
cannot  fail  to  exert  a  refining  influence  on  the  minds  of  those  who 
read  its  story. 

We  have  received  the  sixth  number  of  the  National  Encyclopce- 
dia.  This  valuable  work  will  be  completed  in  eighteen  monthly 
numbers  (each  containing  fifty-six  two  column  pages),  at  fifty- 
cents  a  number.  It  is  printed  on  good  paper,  in  beautiful,  clear 
type,  and  illustrated  by  wood-cuts  and  explanatory  diagrams. 
As  a  book  of  reference,  it  is  invaluable  to  both  the  student  and  the 
general  reader.  It  is  ably  edited  by  L.  Colange,  LL  D.,  and  pub- 
lished by  the  National  Encyclopedia  Publishing  Company,  New- 
York. 

The  September  number  of  Beecher's  Illustrated  Magazine  con- 
tains a  crowd  of  interesting  articles.  Among  them  are  an  ed- 
itorial on  "  Getting  Money,"  which  we  have  marked  for  the 
columns  of  the  Monthly,  and  a  sterling  address  to  young  men  on 
"  Endurance,"  by  the  Hon.  John  T.  Nixon.  The  make-up  of  the 
magazine  is  good,  and  reflects  credit  on  its  editor  and  proprietor, 
James  A.  Beecher,  Trenton,  N.J.  The  subscription  price  is  $2. 

The  Christian  Advocate — organ  of  the  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South — is  a  live,  well-conducted  religious  paper. 

Rev.  Linus  Parker,  D.D.,  editor. 

Robert  J.  Harp,  publisher. 

Office,  113  Camp-street,  New-Orleans. 

The  Presbyterian  Advocate,  published  at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  comes 
to  us  every  week  fall  of  good  reading  matter. 

The  National  Sunday-School  Teacher  for  September  comes  in 
good  time,  and,  as  usual,  is  full  of  good  matter.  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Peltz 
tells  "  Ho  w  to  Study  a  Lesson,"  Dr.  J.  M.  Gregory  shows  that  the 
••  Sunday-School  is  Not  an  Experiment,"  and  Rev.  C.  H.  Richards 
gives  a  Concert  Exercise  on  "  The  Gospel  of  the  Flowers."  Among 
the  miscellaneous  articles  are,  "  How  to  Treat  a  Sulky  Child," 
"Temperance  Work  Among  Children,"  "The  Sunday-School 
Concert,"  and  an  unusually  interesting  editorial  on  the  National 
Series  of  Lessons  for  1873.  Adams,  Blackmer  &  Lyon  Pub.  Co., 
Chicago,  111. 


CURRENT  LITERATURE. 


Mental  Scales  and  Measures.— There  is  a  peculiar  pro- 
pensity in  certain  people  which  may  be  called  a  habit  of  measure- 
ment. They  contemplate  neither  persons  nor  things  without  sub- 
jecting them  to  a  process  of  classification,  appraising  them  and  de- 
termining their  qualities  and  proportions  by  a  scale,  present  and 
ready  for  immediate  reference  in  their  own  minds.  Nothing  can  be 
new,  strange,  unexampled  enough  to  escape  this  subjugation  to  a 
standard,  to  elude  the  prompt  decisions  of  an  innate  faculty  for  set- 
ting everything  in  its  exact  place  and  relations  to  everything  else. 
Nothing  takes  the  owners  of  this  faculty  by  surprise ;  they  have 
rule  and  scale  for  all  things  which  the  eye  can  measure  or  the 
mind  compare.  Even  a  prodigy  does  not  find  them  wholly  with- 
out precedent.  Like  Noodle  in  the  play,  they  are  provided  with  a 
maximum,  even  though  they  must  own  it  outreached. 

"A  tangs  red  cow,  larger  Hum  the  largest  tia.  just  now  1'  the  open  street, 
Before  my  eyes  devoured  the  great  Tom  Thumb." 

It  is  not  only  the  eye  of  the  body  that  affects  this  exactness 
of  appreciation.  The  people  we  speak  of  carry  an  intellec- 
tual inch  measure.  They  know  all  about  us.  Our  minds  as 
well  as  our  bodies  are  reduced  to  a  scale.  Our  circumstances  and 
social  position  are  submitted  to  a  cut  and  dried  test.  If  it  ever 
happens  to  us  to  hear  ourselves  described  in  a  word  by  these  of- 
ficious character-meters,  the  effect  is  a  disagreeable  surprise.  We 
are  not  supposing  anything  the  reverse  of  friendly  in  the  epithet. 
The  expression  of  dislike  we  are  all  prepared  to  find  unpleasant. 
It  is  that  some  accident,  something  not  akin  to  our  own  manner 
as  we  assume  it  to  be,  or  to  our  tone  of  thought  as  we  know 
it,  seems  to  have  been  accepted  and  fixed  on  as  the  most  promi- 
nent indication  of  our  inner  self.  And  as  persons  of  this  habit 
have  naturally  a  rough-and-ready  way  of  speaking,  and  deal  in 
terms  wide  enough  to  embrace  whole  classes,  we  find  words  ap- 
plied to  us  by  our  well-meaning,  patronizing  delineator,  which  it 
is  something  of  a  shock  to  find  deemed  appropriate  by  anybody. 
Any  ebullition  of  spirits  before  people  of  this  sort  is  apt  to  be 
seized  on  as  indicating  the  whole  character,  and  we  have  known 
the  epithets  cheery,  merry,  laughter-loving,  jovial,  and  the  like, 
to  imprint  lasting  wounds  on  self-love.  They  are  indeed  naturally 
disgusting  to  the  sensitive  man.  Men  of  wit  are  especially  sore 
when  they  are  talked  of  as  nothing  else  but  witty,  or,  perhaps,  as 
good  company  ;  and  with  reason,  for  the  wit  never  laughs  in  his 
solitude.  What  other  men  know  him  by  strikes  himself  as  but 
a  transient,  accidental  part  of  the  day's  intellectual  effort.  It 
pleased  Sydney  Smith  to  be  liked  best  in  his  graver  moments. 
Not,  of  course,  that  he  was  not  best  defined  by  a  single  epithet ; 
but  the  people  whose  habit  is  to  measure  and  define  everything 
rarely  hit  upon  the  best  epithet,  and  still  more  rarely  on  thepleas- 
antest.  Even  friends  and  gifted  friends  had  better  beware  of 'what 
they  are  about  in  their  dispensation  of  styles  and  titles.  Coleridge, 
in  one  of  his  poems,  calls  Charles  Lamb  "  gentle-hearted  Charles." 
The  man  thus  apostrophized  could  not  see  himself  under  the 
smooth,  sleek,  namby-pamby — as  he  felt  it — phrase.  His  sensi- 
tiveness resented  it  as  an  injury.  He  rejects  the  maudlin  patron- 
age, proposes  a  dozen  substitutes  for  the  sickly,  sugary  offence, 
and  insists  that,  in  the  next  edition,  for  "  gentle-hearted"  shall  be 
substituted  "drunken  dog,"  as  more  accurately  descriptive,  if  he 
is  to  be  painted  by  a  single  stroke  of  the  brush.  But  the  acme  of  la- 
dignity  is  when  the  epithet  is  applied  to  us  viva  voce,  and  our  charac- 
ter is  summed  up  by  some  new  chance  acquaintance,  who  professes 
to  see  all  around  us,  to  take  us  in,  to  give  us  our  place,  to  fit  us 
with  a  definition,  without  knowing  more  of  us  than  a  few  casual 
meetings  give  opportunity  for.  We  feel  ourselves  to  be  intricate, 
complex,  self-contradictory ,  we  de  not  understand  ourselves — but 
here  is  somebody  who  professes  to  read  us  through,  and  to  recon- 
cile all  our  inconsistencies.  According  to  him,  we  are  a  laughing 
animal,  or  a  reading  animal,  or  we  are  all  plain  matter-of-fact, 
common-sense,  or  all  whim  and  caprice,  all  gayety  and  fashion,  or 
all  domesticity  and  homely  management.  Nor  is  it  only  a  personal 
annoyance ;  the  tone  we  speak  ol  is  an  indignity  to  humanity  as 
such.  Men  are  not  easy  reading.  The  more  far-seeing  and  deep- 
searching  the  scrutiny,  the  more  baffling  are  the  intricacies  of 
motive,  the  contrast  and  war  of  influences,  the  contending  inclina- 
tions of  even  the  externally  commonplace.  Common  minds, 
common  in  the  sense  of  vulgar,  cannot  discuss  mental  qualities 
without  a  touch  of  materialism.  It  is  awkward,  fumbling,  irrev- 
erent familiarity  which  imparts  this  tone,  all  unconsciously,  and 
without  intention — this  confident  seeing,  knowing,  and  placing. 
Persons  much  engaged  in  working  the  machinery  of  benevolence,  if 
they  allow  their  own  delicacy  of  taste  to  rust,  or  their  humility  to 
get  out  of  order,  are  extremely  apt  to  discuss  souls  as  if  they  could 
see  them,  while  they  count  them  up  with  the  quaintest  confidence 
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in  their  arithmetic,  as  vrhere  we  find  it  asserted  as  a  general  truth 
that,  "  While  the  proportion  of  teachers  and  scholars  is  as  one  to 
six,  the  proportion  of  teachers  converted  during  their  connection 
with  the  Sunday-school  is  as  five  to  six."  The  whole  intercourse 
of  each  man  with  his  Maker  is  as  a  printed  book  before  these 
reckoners  ;  they  do  not  even  recognize  it  as  difficult  reading. — 
Saturday  Review.  ^___^__ 

Young  Men,  Don't  Cultivate  Idleness. 

[The  following  article,  though  not  new,  is  so  thoroughly  true, 
tbat  we  make  no  apology  for  borrowing  it— EDITOR.] 

Success  in  any  calling  must  be  earned.  To  escape  toil  is  too 
often  the  supreme  wish,  and  the  false  notion  obtains  that  there 
are  pursuits  which  yield  honor  and  profit  without  labor.  This  is 
often  the  fatal  error  of  young  men.  They  should  enter  upon  life, 
with  the  conviction  rooted  and  grounded  in  them  that  there  is  no 
excellence  without  application.  If  they  have  not  made  up  their 
minds  to  work,  they  are  wholly  unprepared  for  any  course  of  hon- 
est and  useful  living.  Whatever  men  may  gain  by  stealing,  by 
sponging,  by  sacrificing  honor  and  conscience,  to  accomplish  any- 
thing legitimately  they  must  agonize.  A  determination  to  shirk 
hard  work,  to  be  suddenly  rich,  and  to  find  an  easy  road  to  for- 
tune, will  prove  a  snare  and  a  delusion.  With  these  few  and 
plain  principles  to  start  with,  the  question,  What  to  do  T  is  greatly 
simplified.  With  religion  as  the  basis  of  all,  with  the  careful 
study  of  their  own  aptitudes  and  the  fields  of  enterprise  around 
them,  and  with  minds  made  up  to  work  for  the  prizes  of  honor, 
fortune,  and  usefulness,  young  men  are  not  likely  to  miss  the  path 
for  which  they  are  providentially  designed.  We  say  to  them,  go 
to  work  at  once.  Take  hold  of  something,  and  do  not  wait  for 
opportunities.  These  will  open  more  certainly  and  favorably  to 
the  busy  than  to  the  idle. 

And  start  yourselves.  Thousands  are  lounging  about,  pleading 
the  want  of  means  to  begin,  and  perhaps  there  is  nothing  for 
them  to  do.  Young  men  should  begin  by  helping  themselves. 
With  health,  strong  hands,  and  a  clear  brain,  they  should  feel 
equal  to  the  duty  of  taking  care  of  themselves,  and  of  beginning 
life  without  asking  favors  of  any.  Energy,  industry,  and 
health  are  capital  enough ;  and  when  to  these  are  added  the  ad- 
vantages of  education,  it  is  a  shame  to  require  more.  Nothing  to 
do  too  often  means  that  they  cannot  begin  at  the  top  rather  than 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  there  is  nothing  for  gloved  hands 
and  idle  brains.  There  is  always  work  of  some  sort  for  everybody, 
and  w6rk  which  will  pay,  if  properly  taken  hold  of.  Life  is  no 
lottery.    Its  prizes  are  not  subject  to  a  fortuitous  distribution,  but 


men  generally  get  what  they  earn,  and  reap  what  they  sow.  An 
inert  gentility  is  the  bane  of  many  young  men  an  idleness  con- 
strained by  the  pride  of  position,  which  keeps  them  back  from  in- 
dependent and  manly  exertion.  These  false  and  un  worthy  notions 
must  yield  to  the  better  conviction  that  there  is  nothing  meaner 
than  idle  dependence.  Manual  labor,  the  severest  handicraft,  the 
hardest  drudgery  which  yields  the  wag»s  of  industry,  are  honora- 
ble and  glorious  in  comparison.  Beginning  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ladder,  patience,  perseverance  and  economy  will  reach  the  MgTunt 
round  in  due  time.  With  a  beneficent  Providence  smiling  upon 
him,  no  young  man  need  despair  of  success.  Let  him  begin  with 
godliness,  and  stick  to  his  religious  principles ;  let  him  trample 
false  pride  under  his  feet,  and  let  him  strip  for  the  battle,  and  he 
will  come  forth  a  victor,  purer,  nolVer,  and  holier  for  the  obstacles) 
which  he  has  encountered. — 2f.  0.  Christian  Advocate. 


Our  Libraries  Need  to  be  Winnowed.— We  do  not 

purpose  to  enter  upon  a  crusade  against  novel-reading  or  novel- 
readers.  But  we  do  say  that  the  custodians  of  public  libraries 
ought  to  see  to  it  that  their  shelves  are  not  encumbered  by  the 
trash  which  now  weighs  them  down.  We  know  very  well  that  a 
great  many  less  books  would  at  first  be  taken  out  by  the  public 
were  the  libraries  to  be  thoroughly  sifted,  and  the  noxious  or 
worthless  volumes  removed.  But  it  would  not  be  very  long  be- 
fore a  reaction  would  take  place.  Human  nature  is  pretty  much 
the  same  all  the  world  over,  and,  like  the  English  princess,  peo- 
ple will  eat  brown  bread  and  mutton  to  keep  them  from  starvation, 
although  their  preference  be  for  gingerbread  and  roast  turkey 
with  cranberry -sauce.  They  would  soon  discover  that  there  are 
good  and  interesting  books  in  the  world,  that  do  not  depend  upon 
fiction  or  novelty  for  their  attractiveness.  Gibbon,  Prescott,  and 
Macaulay  would  vie  with  Scott,  Thackeray,  and  Irving  in  popu- 
larity, and  who  can  doubt  that  such  a  result  would  be  alike  ad- 
vantageous to  public  morals,  and  satisfactory  to  the  readers  them- 
selves? 

Nor  is  this  a  simple  theory  on  our  part.  We  ourselves  have 
seen  libraries  where  the  books  have  been  selected  with  a  view  to 
avoiding  this  evil  of  novel-reading.  In  them  Prescott's  histories 
were  in  such  demand,  that  four  or  five  complete  sets  were  cata- 
logued, and  not  one  of  them  But  had  been  rebound,  and  some  of 
them  more  than  once,  and  Carlyle,  Macaulay,  Motley,  and  Ban- 
croft were  in  almost  equal  demand.  If,  then,  it  is  so  entirely  in 
the  power  of  the  managers  of  a  public  library  to  direct  the  course 
of  reading  which  the  young  people  of  their  town  shall  take,  is  it 
not  incumbent  upon  them  to  exercise  a  little  care  and  forethought 
in  the  purchase  of  books  ?— Independent  Statesman. 
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SUPER    CARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 
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Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  MovDJe 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passengers. 

Passengers  booked  at  through  rates  to  and  from 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 

THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  first-class  to 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  passenger  traffic,  are  safe,  com. 
fortable,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  their 
appointments  and  accommodations  arc  not  excelled 
by  any  other  line !  I 

Rates  of  Passage,  payable  in  Currency. 

•From  New-York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  London- 
derry, or  Queenstown,  Cabins,  $U5  and  $75 ;  Round 
Trip,  1130:  Intermediate.  *33;  Steerage  $88. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80  :  Round  TriD 
$140 ;  Intermediate.  $37 ;  Steerage,  $83. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre.  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam 
Cabins,  $80  and  J90  :  Round  Trip,  $180  ;  Iu  termed  1- 
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E»~  Children  one  to  twelve  years,  half  fare.  In- 
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TRUE  COURAGE. 

BY  A.  THURSTON. 

Tis  easy  to  stand  on  a  Teasel's  deck, 

On  a  vessel,  snag  and  trim, 
And  to  watch  the  foam  from  her  flashing  wake, 

And  the  rainbow  babbles  swim  ; 

It  is  easy  enough  to  climb  the  mast 

When  bashed  the  billows'  war. 

And  the  zephyrs  play 

With  the  pennon  gay 

That  floats  from  the  highest  spar. 

Tis  another  thing  in  the  murky  night, 

By  the  snaky  lightning's  glare. 
To  climb  and  to  stand  on  the  dizzy  height, 

When  the  tempest's  arm  is  bare ; 

When  the  masts  are  bending  low  with  the  strain, 

And  the  canvas  all  is  riven, 

And  the  angry  blast 

Qoea  whirling  past, 

And  the  flying  clouds  of  heaven. 

Tis  easy  enough  to  be  brave  and  true, 

With  nothing  to  set  us  wrong ; 
When  the  sky  above  is  a  ck  udleas  blue, 

And  the  heart  is  fall  of  song ; 
Tis  another  thing  when  the  stormy  clouds 
Are  darkening  overhead, 

When  the  angel  of  wrath 
Stoops  o'er  our  path, 
And  all  above  is  lead. 

Oh  1  the  Christian  who  stands  through  his  fiery  youth. 

When  the  tempter's  power  is  strong, 
And  who  will  not  barter  God's  holy  truth 

For  the  proffered  hire  of  wrong ; 
Oh !  bring  not  to  him  the  warrior's  meed ; 
Tis  a  fading  wreath,  and  dim 
Earth  has  no  gem 
I„r  the  bright  diadem 
That  the  Lord  will  give  to  him. 

—Pun  Odd. 


ADDRESS  OF  CEPHAS  BBAINEBD 

AT  TUB  ANSI VKRSABY  OF  TITJt  PITTSBCBO  ASSOCIATION. 
Brethren  :  This  gathering  of  the  citizens  of  Pittsburg,  and  the 
interested  attention  with  which  the  summary  of  the  local  work  ol 
the  Association  has  been  received,  testify  to  such  an  appreciation 
of  the  services  of  the  society,  as  forbids  any  attempt  on  my  part  to 
impress  upon  those  who  hear  me  any  sense,  beyond  that  now  pos- 
sessed by  them,  of  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  that  work  ap 
it  is  sought  to  be  performed.  Here,  if  nowhere  else,  the  mission 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  felt  and  appreciated 
Bat  because  of  my  connection  with  the  work  of  these  societies 
the  continent  over,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  single  word  in 
regard  to  your  larger  service.  It  has  not  been  limited  to  tht 
broad  area  around  your  city,  in  which  your  membership  hat 
wrought  so  zealously  and  effectually  in  organizing  Associations 
in  smaller  towns,  and  encouraging  them  in  the  prosecution  ol 
their  lesser  work  ;  nor  has  it  been  limited  by  the  Uses  of  your 
State,  where  every  Association  has  become,  in  some  measure,  a 
sharer  in  your  enthusiastic  and  practical  spirit  of  labor,  bat  it  has 
reached  almost  every  Association  on  the  continent,  and  has  made 
itself  powerfully  felt  in  the  large  International  Conferences,  which 
have  done  so  much  to  give  tone  and  character  to  these  Associ- 
ations in  all  the  eight  hundred  cities  and  towns  where  they  exist, 


between  the  Atlantic  and  PaciSc  seas.  Second  in  usefulness  and 
influence  to  few,  if  to  any,  does  this  society  stand  among  its  kindred, 
no  matter  how  large  the  city  of  their  home,  how  considerable  the 
talent  of  their  members,  or  how  large  their  wealth.  And  this  be- 
neficent influence,  so  long,  so  continuously,  and  so  increasingly  ex- 
erted in  behalf  of  young  men,  should  in  some  way  be  embraced 
in  the  history  of  your  blessed  work,  as  reeoided  in  each  annual 
report. 

While  much  has  been  accomplished  since  we  joined  hands  and 
hearts  in  this  self-rewarding  service,  we  can  see,  as  we  contem- 
plate the  results  to-night,  that  we  but  stand  on  the  borders  of  the 
broad  and  waving  field  that  is  already  white  to  the  Larvest.  The 
voice  we  hear  does  not  call  to  repose  and  folded  hands,  but  to 
larger  self-sacrifice  and  labors.  Everything  about  us  challenges 
the  attention  of  Christian  men.  Never  more  than  now  were  the 
problems  which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  civilization  so  gen- 
erally and  earnestly  discussed.  Organizations  of  all  kinds,  com- 
posed of  the  most  Intelligent,  as  well  as  of  those  least  so,  are  en- 
gaged in  this  debate.  Class  stands  against  clasn  in  agitating  the 
relation  between  capital  and  labor.  The  capitalist  confronts  the 
laborer,  each  in  powerful  and  far-reaching  organization,  and  they 
urge,  always  with  earnestness,  frequently  with  acrimony,  the 
rights,  real  or  supposed,  which  pertain  to  each.  One  class  or  the 
other  presses  continually  upon  legislators  the  demand  for  protective 
laws.  Social  theories  the  most  startling,  striking  at  the  prevailing 
opinions  of  civilized  society,  in  regard  to  marriage  and  the  rights 
of  women,  are  boldly  propounded  from  the  platform  and  by  the 
press.  Pauperism  takes  possession  of  whole  sections  of  our  cities 
and  towns,  and  assumes  inheritable  qualities.  The  treatment  of 
criminals,  the  character  of  their  punishment^  the  schemes  upon 
which  prisons  should  be  administered,  are  receiving  the  most  crit- 
ical attention,  and  the  adoption  of  the  most  radical  theories  is  de-- 
manded.  Political  corruption,  though  not  .unchallenged,  has  its 
acknowledged  and  almost  dominant  power  with  officials,  both  high 
and  low.  It  is  true  that  the  public  officer  who  confessedly  steals 
money  does  not  always  escape  condemnation ;  but  those  who  bar- 
ter thnlr  votes  for  a  measure  toward  which  their  pocket  is  indif- 
ferent, for  other  votes  on  other  measures  which  do  affect  their 
financial  interests,  or  who  climb  to  high  places  by  a  skilful  distri- 
bution of  political  patronage  to  unworthy  men,  bat  cunning  wire- 
pullers, pass  unnoticed  in  the  possession  of  what  are  called  political 
honors.  Emigration  from  Europe  has  not  diminished ;  that  from 
Asia  has  but  just  begun.  Four  millions  of  slaves  are  introduced  to 
citizenship,  and  should  be  fitted  by  education  for  an  exercise  of  its 
privileges.  The  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  the  correctness  of 
evangelical  standards,  the  divinity  of  oar  Chiist,  are  questioned 
with  an  acuteness  of  criticism,  a  depth  of  learning,  and  a  show  of 
logic,  which  have  hardly  been  equalled.  A  stealthy  and  cunning 
infidelity,  with  few,  if  any,  of  the  offensive  elements  possessed  by 
that  of  an  earlier  age,  in  fact,  stands  face  to  face  with  the  truth; 
and  it  assumes  forms  of  statement  which  especially  charm  and  lead 
astray  youug  men. 

On  all  hands  there  is  a  demand  for  reform.  Some  seek  it  prac- 
tically in  a  reconstruction  of  society  as  now  constituted;  some  in  the 
abolishment  of  restrictive  laws,  leaving  human  nature  to  its 
own  self-development  into  perfection,  and  so  into  the  development 
of  a  perfect  society ;  while  many  propose  legislative  interference 
in  regaid  to  one  alleged  wrong  or  another,  in  the  nature  of  rose- 
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water  applications  for  relieving  local  irritation  on  tke  surface  of 
the  sstbject. 

Discussions  cannot  do  permanent  harm;  propositions  cinnot 
work  substantial  injury,  so  long  as  the  true  friends  of  a  genuine 
reform  are  faithful  to  their  trust  There  are  wrongs  in  society. 
Oar  civilization  is  not  perfect ;  bat  these  wrongs  and  imperfections 
are  not  to  be  reached  and  remedied  by  outward  applications 
They  have  their  origin  in  the  selfishness  of  the  unrenewed  heart ; 
and  so  there  can  be  no  permanent  and  certain  reform  in  Individ- 
als  but  in  the  acceptance  of  Christ  as  the  Divine  Saviour,  and  in 
the  adoption  of  His  teachings  as  the  law  of  individual  life.  And  in 
proportion  as  the  citizens  of  a  State  are  governed  by  His  invariable 
and  perfect  laws,  in  public  and  in  private  life,  as  voters,  capital- 
ists, laborers,  will  the  laws  be  just,  and  the  wrongs  of  society  dis- 
appear. "  What  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  bat  to  do  j  ustly,  and 
to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  V  "And  the 
work  of  righteousness  shall  be  peace ;  and  the  effect  of  righteous- 
ness quietness  and  assurance  forever." 

Mr.  Webster,  in  closing  one  branch  of  his  argument  In  the  01- 
rard  will  ease,  read,  with  unqualified  approval,  an  extract  from 
"  Foster  on  The  Evils  of  Popular  Ignorance,"  and  then  summed  up 
in  his  own  strong  words  the  observations  of  that  author  in  this 
language :  "  The  only  conservative  principle  must  be,  and  is,  Re- 
ligion! the  authority  of  God!  His  revealed  will!  and  the  influ- 
ence of  the  teaching  of  the  ministers  of  Christianity." 

But  to  be  effectual  this  religion  must  be  taught ;  and  the  scheme 
of  our  Protestant  Christianity  is,  that  of  Christianity  in  the  Apos- 
tolic days  was  this — that  every  believer  in  Jesus,  the  Redeemer, 
should  be  a  teacher  of  His  truth  unto  others. 

The  true  patriot,  the  true  philanthropist,  will  first  address  him- 
self to  the  great  work  of  teaching  the  religion  of  the  Cross  to  the 
Ignorant ;  .he  will  first  seek  to  bring  them  to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  its  truth.  Ho w  am  pie  the  field  for  this  service  1  how  completely 
adapted  to  every  hand !  Every  voice  can  be  heard.  Here  are  pu- 
pils for  the  weakest  teacher ;  here  is  "  ample  room  and  verge 
enough"  to  allow  play  for  the  largest  powers.  The  cap  of  cold 
water,  the  eloquence  of  Paul,  the  energy  of  Peter,  has  each  its 
place.  And  over  all  sits  the  Master  and  Lord,  a  witness,  en 
courager,  and  rewarder  of  every  well-meant  effort. 

Does  our  Protestant  Christianity,  does  Christianity  of  any  name, 
in  any  form  of  active  effort,  now  cover  the  whole  field  ?  Alas  I  no. 
I  think  the  last  collection  of  statistics  in  regard  to  your  own  city 
revealed  the  fact  that  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  the  Protestant  pop- 
ulation could  not  be  accommodated  in  •the  Protestant  churches, 
and  nearly  an  equal  proportion  of  children  were  outside  the  Sab- 
bath school  ;  while  the  average  attendance  of  professed  Protestants 
upon  church  service  was  a  little  less  than  one-third  of  the  whole 
number.  Making  all  allowances  for  excusable  absences,  the  pic 
tore  is  startling.  Its  impressiveness  is  heightened  by  a  consider- 
ation of  the  fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  this  unreached  class  is 
composed  of  the  ignorant  and  degraded,  those  most  dangerous 
to  society.  If  we  could  solve  this  question :  How  many  of  those 
who  nominally  attend  church,  or  receive  instruction  in  the  Sab- 
bath-school, are  really  Christians  t  the  picture  would  be  far  more 
striking  than  it  now  is.  This  city  is  not  singular;  it  does  not 
stand  alone  in  this  particular ;  other  towns  and  cities  can  present 
an  account  equally  saddening. 

Is  the  ttreat  work  of  reaching  the  masses  of  men  with  the  gos- 
pel to  be  performed  eolely  by  the  ordained  ministry  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  ?  No  man  has  a  higher  opinion  than  I  have  of  the  ex- 
alted work  and  office  to  which  these  men  are  called.  Pursuing 
the  present  modes  of  effort,  they  never  can,  In  my  judgment,  do 
this  mighty  servico.  That  they  are  the  shepherds  of  the  flock  I 
delight,  most  reverently,  to  acknowledge.  We  cannot  do  with  less 
of  their  effort,  with  less  preaching,  but  in  addition  to  it  we  must 
have  much  more  of  lay  teachinjr,  enforced  by  a  vast  deal  more  of 
Christian  giving  and  Christian  living.  And  this  brings  us  face 
to  face  (in  the  words  of  President  Hopkins)  with  "  the  great 
problem  of  lay  labor,  which  is  the  problem  now  before  the 
Church."    May  I  not  say  that  in  some  of  its  aspects  this  prob- 


lem hat  been  solved  by  the  Pittsburg  Association,  and  by  k  n- 
dred  societies  elsewhere^  The  Wosk  sf  every  man  whose  nam* 
is  on  the  roll  of  its  really  active  members  furnishes,  to  every 
other  who  will  study  it,  some  lines  of  duty,  if  he  will  bat  follow 
their  leadings,  which  will  help  him  to  aaetattsn  of  this  grave  prob- 
lem. The  reports  of  the  years  that  are  gone,  with  that  presented 
to-night,  give  us  each  a  starting-point,  if  we  have  lacked  this 
heretofore.  These  designate  a  form  of  Christian  service  open  to 
every  man  who  participates  in  the  exercises  of  this  anniversary. 
Given,  then,  the  Gospel  as  the  true  remedy  for  the  wrong*  and 
the  woes  of  man,  in  this  and  in  every  age,  it  is  the  plain,  obvious 
duty  of  every  person  who  loves  Christ,  its  author,  to  do  something, 
day  in  and  day  out,  while  life  lasts,  systematically,  kindly,  pray- 
erfully, to  teach  it  to  others.  No  sporadic  effort,  promoted  by  tem- 
porary enthusiasm,  fulfils  this  duty.  No  mere  giving  of  money, 
no  matter  how  large  the  sums ;  no  mere  regularity  in  attendance 
upon  church  services,  can  acquit  the  soul  of  the  solemn  duty  to 
proclaim  the  gospel. 

In  a  lower  aspect  of  this  duty,  we  owe  it  to  our  country,  if  we 
would  have  it  realize  the  dreams  of  the  fathers,  as  a  refuge  for  the 
oppressed.  As  Christians,  we  owe  it  to  the  land  we  love,  if  we 
would  have  it  fulfil  the  hopes  of  those  who  have  placed  it  in  the 
van  of  a  Christian  civilisation,  whose  hallowed  influence,  borne 
across  all  seas,  and  to  every  land,  by  the  merchant,  the  mariner, 
and  the  missionary,  should  at  last  be  mightily  instrumental  in 
transforming  the  earth  into  a  temple  meet  for  the  Saviour's  praise. 
We  owe  this  service  to  every  one  of  the  suffering,  the  depraved, 
and  the  oppressed  about  us,  and  equally  to  those  who,  with  hard 
and  unchanged  hearts,  wielding  great  wealth  and  great  influence, 
for  purposes  of  self-aggrandisement  and  personal  power,  cans*,  in 
some  degree,  this  suffering,  this  depravity,  this  oppression.  Both 
classes,  for  their  own  highest  happiness,  need  this  truth.  The  op- 
pressor, whose  heart  has  been  touched  with  the  gospel,  who  has 
been  brought  to  love  God  instead  of  self,  becomes  at  onae  your 
helper,  and  the  friend  and  encoorager  of  those  to  whom,  formerly, 
his  name  and  power  were  a  terror.  The  young  men  who  make 
your  streets  dangerous,  your  nights  hideous,  touched  by  this  trans- 
forming power,  become  teachers,  faithful  and  true,  of  the  thou- 
sands of  untaught  children  wandering  in  your  streets,  and  willing 
and  most  potent  missionaries  to  thoie  with  whom  they  once  con- 
sorted. That  the  Master,  whose  we  are,  demands  this  service,  none 
doubt.  He  went  about  doing  good !  He  visited  the  sick  1  He  healed 
the  dying  I  He  taught  the  poor  I  He  made  it  His  meat  and 
drink  to  do  His  Father's  will  I  He  mingled  with  pablioan*  and 
sinners  I  and  yet  was,  in  the  language  of  one  of  the  old  drama- 
tists, "the  first  true  gentleman  that  ever  breathed."  "  He  filled 
all  the  moulds  of  action,  all  the  terms  of  duty  and  love,  with 
His  own  divine  manners,  works,  and  charities.  The  influence 
of  His  perfect  life  remains  yet  in  the  world — it  can  never  die  out. 
Yea,  the  world  itself  is  changed,  and  is  no  more  the  same  that 
it  was ;  it  has  never  been  the  same  since  Jesus  left  it." 

You  remember  the  striking  language  of  Burke,  in  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  greatest  secular  discourse  ever  delivered — the  opening 
speech  in  the  impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings — "When  the  God 
whom  we  adore  appeared  in  human  form,  He  did  not  appear  in  a 
form  of  greatness  anl  majesty,  but  in  sympathy  with  the  lowest 
of  the  people."  And  He  has  left  to  those  who  avowed  their  love 
for  Him  "an  example  that  they  should  follow  His  steps ;"  a  duty 
which,  if  their  love  is  a  verity,  they  cannot  avoid. 

This  work,  to  which  the  Saviour  calls  us,  In  tones  which  cannot 
be  mistaken,  makcth  rich,  and  addeth  no  sorrow.  From  the  be- 
ginning to  the  end  of  the  life  of  Jesus  on  earth,  as  written  by  His 
four  inspired  biographers,  there  is  nowhere  a  suggestion  that  He 
ever  did  aught  inconsistent  with  what  the  world  now  calls  a  man- 
ly character.  Charged  with  a  mission  to  the  poor ;  destined,  as 
He  knew,  to  be  deserted  in  the  hoars  of  His  greatest  trial  by  those 
who  had  been  nearest  to  Him,  and  to  die  an  ignominious  death, 
followed  a  great  way  off  by  but  two  or  three  of  those  who  had  prof- 
ited by  His  teaching,  there  is  yet  no  intimation  that  His  was  a  mourn- 
ing life.  On  the  contrary,  He  is  said  to  have  been  "  rejoicing  in  spir- 

Digitized  by  UOOv  IC 


1872.] 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


188 


H,"  and  finally  He  prayed  for  Ilia  disciples,  "  that  they  might  hare 
Hie  joy  fulfilled  in  themselves."  And  so.  Ilia  service  now  brings  the 
willing  servant  enduring  comfort  and  consolation.  It  requires  no 
whiaing,  no  long-faced ness,  no  asceticism.  It  is  cheerful,  manly, 
generous,  elevating,  and  full  of  abounding  joy.  It  swells  our 
sin-dwarfed  souls  toward  the  measure  of  a  perfect  manhood,  and  in 
it  we  come  to  shadow  forth,  though  but  faintly,  the  only  perfect 
type  of  manhood — the  earthly  life  of  the  man  Christ  Jeans. 

Of  H,  Paul,  looking  back  on  his  long  ministry,  and  com- 
mending the  same  career  to  Timothy,  his  own  son  in  the  faith, 
eould  say :  "  1  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course, 
I  have  kept  the  faith ;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 
of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give 
me  in  that  day ;"  and  he  adds,  for  Timothy's  encouragement — for 
you  and  for  me  also—"  and  not  to  me  only,  but  to  all  them  that 
love  His  appearing." 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that  ono  of  the  most  touching  inci- 
dents in  the  whole  range  of  published  biography,  was  the  scene 
at  the  death  bed  of  the  renowned  and  accomplished  Sir  James  Mack- 
intosh, a  leader  in  philosophy,  in  legal  science,  and  in  legislation. 
None  of  the  scenes  in  his  long  and  eventful  life  found  place  with 
him  in  the  dying  hour.  As  his  attendants  bent  over  him  with  fil- 
ial love,  one  said :  "  Jesu)  Christ  loves  you."  Ho  answered  slow- 
ly, bat  with  a  smile  of  indescribable  sweetness:  "Jesus  Christ — 
love — the  samo  thin?."  He  paused,  and  then  said :  "  I  believe." 
His  attendants  said,  inquiringly :  "  In  God  1"  He  answered  :  "  In 
Jesus,"  and  spoke  but  once  more,  and  then  to  declare  that  he  wat 
happy.  Such  a  life,' fitly  closed  bysucha  scene, could  not  boother 
than  renowned.  Of  those  who  are  humble  the  world  takes  little 
note,  but  the  Ciptain  whom  we  servo  takes  noto  even  of  the  spar- 
rows which  fall  around  us. 

These  general  observations  lead  me  to  one  or  two  remarks  hav- 
ing a  special  reference  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions. Thoir  object,  as  declared  by  our  Conference  at  Paris, 
in  1855.  is  everywhere  the  same :  "  The  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  seek  to  unite  those  young  men  who,  regarding  Jesue 
Christ  as  their  Ood  and  Saviour,  according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
desire  to  be  His  disciples  in  their  doctrine  and  in  their  life,  and  to 
associate  thair  efforts  for  the  extension  of  His  kingdom  among 
young  men."  An  object  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  call  forth  our 
best  powers  for  its  accomplishment.  We  seldom  need  to  turn 
aside  from  it. 

These  purposes  have  been  measurably  accomplished : 

1.  Among  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  names  on  the 
rolls  of  membership  in  the  American  Associations,  are  those  of 
thousands  of  yonng  men  who  have  been  trained  in  them  into  earn 
est,  euergetic,  and  effective  workers.  They  have  become  faithful 
teachers  of  God's  truth— real  dispensers  of  a  Christly  charity.  A 
little  while  ago,  though  professed  followers  of  Christ,  they  wen 
mere  bearers  of  Ills  truth — receptive  Christians,  stuLted,  dwarfed 
— having  but  a  fiunt  spark  of  faith  and  lovo,  and  were  realh 
doing  no  work  for  Him  whom  tbey  professed  to  adore.  Meeting 
with  and  led  on  by  those  of  their  own  age  of  larger  growth  ii 
Christian  character,  they  began  with  trembling  voico,  and  in  fen 
words,  to  lead  the  invocations  in  a  prayer-meeting  of  yonng  men 
Perhaps  in  some  cottage  or  tenement-house  prayer-meeting,  in  tin- 
audience  of  a  dozen,  the  poor  and  the  low,  they  took  the  first  step. 
But  how  steady  their  growth  I  How  efficient  now  their  service ! 
How  manly  their  piety  I  How  rich  their  experience!  How  cheer- 
ing their  example  I  The  Church  of  Christ,  with  its  ordained  lead- 
ers, counts  upon  them,  when  a  few  more  years  shall  have  passed 
over,  with  their  accumulations  of  knowledge  and  experience,  and 
the  grounding  and  settling  of  character,  to  be  the  foremost  men  in 
every  jrood  word  and  work.  Trained  to  every  form  of  effort 
among  the  high  and  the  low ;  taught  the  grace  and  the  joy  of  giv 
log  their  money  to  the  enterprises  which  they  sustain  with  theii 
labors ;  taught  humility  and  trust— they  will  not  mil ;  they  will 
realize  the  fond  hopes  which  gather  about  the  beginnings'  of  their 
The  history  of  this  Association  testifies  to  the  verity  of  these 


plain  words;  and  that  of  every  Association,  worthy  the  name,  on 
this  continent  and  in  Europe,  can  be  cited  in  corroboration. 

2  This  is  not  all.  These  young  men  have  been  missionaries ; 
they  have  labored  among  their  fellows ;  they  have  commended 
Christ  to  them,  as  they  walked  the  streets  to  their  business,  as 
they  have  stood  by  them  at  the  counter,  the  dejk,  or  in  the  factory, 
and  they  have  "  won  many  to  their  side  from  the  men  of  the 
fair."  They  have  brought  them  to  the  rooms  of  the  Association, 
where  there  was  no  denominational  name  to  disturb  the  predilec- 
tions arising  from  early  education  and  habits  ;  where  the  unjust 
prejudices  against  churches,  acquired  by  the  erring  young  man, 
were  not  disturbed ;  whore  those  who  met  the  visitors  were  young 
men  like  themselves,  sharers  in  their  temptations,  and  victors  over 
them.  Here  they  found  a  ready  sympathy,  and  they,  too,  learned 
to  love  the  Lord.  Then  their  growth  began ;  they  took  on  the 
vows  of  consecration  in  churchos  of  their  own  selection,  and  have 
now  become  like  those  whose  voioes  first  won  their  attention— 
"  the  faithful  servants  of  the  Lord  Almighty." 

8.  In  the  vast  work  committed  to  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Amer- 
ica, few  questions  more  serious  than  this  are  presented  :  "  How  are 
the  young  men  to  be  reached  and  saved  t"  They  eonstit  ate  a  mighty 
powor ;  whichever  way  we  turn  we  see  its  traces.  They  stand  in 
groups  upon  the  street-corners ;  they  throng  billiard-saloons ;  they 
are  seen  in  the  bar-rooms,  in  the  theatres ;  the  cunning  pol 
itician  looks  after  them.  It  is  said  enough  young  men  vote  for  the 
first  time  every  year  to  change  the  result  of  an  election,  if  their 
votes  were  all  oast  on  one  side.  But  these  do  not  crowd  our 
churches,  or  throng  our  Bible-class  rooms ;  superintendents  of 
Sunday-schools  ore  not  besieged  with  applications  from  them 
for  the  privilege  of  teaching  classes  of  neglected  children,  and 
yet  there  are  many  such.  Considering  the  nature  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  the  forms  of  our  social  life,  they  constitute,  to-day, 
the  moot  tempted,  the  least  cared  for,  and  the  most  important 
class  in  America,  No  reasonable  effort,  no  sum  of  money, 
however  large  (for  there  is  no  danger  of  its  being  exces- 
sive), should  be  withheld  from  an  enterprise  which  reaches 
md  saves  young  men.  The  history  of  these  Associations,  both 
here  and  in  Europe,  vindicates  the  claim  that  they  are  the  best 
igeney  which  has  been  evoked  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  for 
he  performance  of  this  work.  In  their  short  history— starting 
under  many  difficulties,  and  with  much  of  obloquy  from  those 
who  meant  well,  but  were  ill-advised— they  have  held  steadily  on 
their  way,  doing  their  woik  better  each  year,  each  year  making 
up  a  brighter  record,  and  gathering  troops  of  friends  and  support- 
ers. They  are  now  an  acknowledged  and  a  commanding  power. 
Cinder  God,  they  have  earned  what  has  been  given  to  them,  and 
heir  full  treasuries  and  beautiful  homes — now  being  rapidly 
multiplied — are  bnt  so  many  testimonials  to  their  faithful  service. 

In  the  list  of  Associations  which,  of  right,  should  dwell 
in  their  own  houses,  that  of  Pittsburg  holds  no  second  place. 
And  the  wealth  consecrated  to  the  Saviour,  in  this  historic  and 
prosperous  city — about  whose  site,  as  a  master  position,  Protestant- 
ism and  Romanism  contended  in  bloody  battle  for  the  control 
of  a  continent — should  be  so  ready  at  your  hands — may  I  say  it  t 
—that  before  your  next  anniversary,  the  corner-stone  of  a  build- 
ing, fit  in  its  spacious  rooms  and  architectural  beauty,  should  be 
aid ;  a  building  worthy,  in  every  respect,  to  bear  above  its  por- 
tals on  inscription  declaring  that  it  is  dedicated  to  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  young  men  I 


ASSOCIATION    COMMITTEE    WOItK. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BOABDINO-HOU8B8. 

TnKRB  is  scarcely  a  more  uninspiring  field  than  that  commit- 
ted to  the  care  of  the  Committee  on  Boarding-houses.  It  is  so 
removed  from  almost  everything  that  excites  sympathy  or  enthu- 
siasm that  it  seems  the  most  uninviting  of  all  the  committees, 
unless  we  except  the  Membership.  All  the  more  honor  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  this  labor  of  love!  There 
can  be  no  question  that  the  work  of  this  Committee  is  an  impor 
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tant  one,  and  that  great  benefits  may  accrue  from  its  persevering 
efforts. 

The  principal  work  of  this  Committee  is  to  keep  a  register  of 
respectable  places  where  boarders  or  lodgers  aro  kept,  to  secure 
Christian  homes  for  young  men — homes  in  as  strict  a  sense  as  it 
can  be  applied  to  a  boarding-house.  It  is  not  possible  always  to 
find  a  Christian  boarding  house.  They  should,  at  least,  have  a 
moral  influence  pervading  them. 

We  would  suggest,  as  a  plan  of  operation  for  this  Committee, 
that  the  town  or  city  to  be  canvassed  be  districted,  and  that  one 
member  of  the  Committee  be  appointed  for  each  district.  It  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  person  so  appointed  to  canvass  the  section  set 
off  to  him,  or  if  not  to  canvass  it,  to  learn,  as  far  he  may,  the 
suitableness  of  such  places  as  are  brought  to  the  Committee's  no- 
tice ;  for  instance,  he  may  make  a  note  of  all  places  advertised  in 
his  district,  and  m«y  also  receive  all  applications  from  proprietors 
of  boarding-houses  in  his  locality.  Having  done  this,  his  next 
business  is  to  make  inquiries.  Obviously  the  best  way  to  obtain 
the  required  knowledge  is  through  some  friend  who  knows  per- 
tonally  of  what  he  speiks.  Another  way  is  to  go  to  the  house 
itself.  If  the  interviewer  knows  what  constitutes  a  well-kept 
house,  he  may,  from  his  observation  alone,  learn  something  of 
the  character  of  the  house.  It  is  desirable  to  ascertain,  first, 
whether  the  family  is  a  Christian  one  or  not ;  then,  the  denomi- 
nation ;  whether  it  Is  a  private  family  or  a  regular  boarding- 
house;  pilots,  rooms  unoccupied,  and  references.  If  the  refer- 
ences are  satisfactory,  then  the  place  may  be  entered  upon  the 
register,  with  as  full  particulars  as  possible.  This  register 
should  not  be  honored  for  the  antiquity  of  its  dates  and  entries, 
but  should  have  frequent  revision ;  in  this  way  only  can  your 
work  be  respected  and  made  of  real  value.  Young  men  are  in- 
troduced to  our  Associations,  and  we  are  askel  to  recommend 
them  to  private  families  or  good  boarding-houses.  Among  these 
are  case*  that  need  more  than  ordinary  notion,  on  account  of 
youth  or  other  causes.  Let  some  one  of  the  Committee  take 
such  an  one  personally  in  charge,  and  select  for  him  a  home-like 
place.  The  effect  of  such  effort  will  give  zest  and  directness  to 
this  work.  Select  out  these  cases  as  opportunity  offers,  and  you 
will  not  only  be  a  benefactor  to  young  men,  but  will  acquire  a 
new  love  for  the  work  of  the  Committee. 

The  influence  of  a  go"d  home  is  as  enduring  in  most  cases,  we 
believe,  as  life  itself,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  potent  for  good  of 
all  the  agencies  for  the  improvement  of  individuals  and  society ; 
on  the  otber  hand,  the  want  of  such  influences  is  apt  to  prove  the 
most  detrimental.  France  has  no  distinctive  word  to  express  it. 
Look  at  her  social  rottenness  1  Just  here  is  one  of  the  great 
dangers  of  the  young  man.  He  has  left  home  with  all  its  Chris- 
tian influences,  has  come  to  the  city  at  the  most  plastic  period  of 
his  life ,  for  home  is  substituted  a  boarding-house,  one  of  the 
middle  or  lower  grade,  whers  he  has  a  small  room,  with  no  fire. 
If  there  happens  to  be  a  parlor,  it  has  a  cheerless  look — an  air 
in  common  with  all  boarding  houses.  There  is  nothing  fresh 
and  cbeery ;  the  reps  are  worn,  the  carpet  is  faded,  and  the  walls 
are  dark  and  gloomy.  The  young  man  feels  that  it  is  in  no 
sense  a  home.  With  his  host  and  hostess  it  is  a  matter  of  busi. 
nesB.  Imbued  with  a  true  Christian  spirit,  they  might  undoubt- 
edly do  very  much  to  make  thoir  house  at  least  mggettxve  of  a 
home,  and  thereby  greatly  glorify  God  by  their  business.  We 
wish  there  might  be  a  radical  change  in  this  matter.  It  is»cer- 
tainly  worthy  of  careful  thought.  But  with  the  high  prices  of 
rent  in  our  large  cities,  it  is  impossible  to  do  all  that  might  be 
desired.  These  young  men  must  live  In  small  rooms,  and  be 
driven  from  that  privacy  which  they  may  at  times  most  heartily 
wish. 

There  is  a  work  for  this  Committee,  or  for  the  Association  it 
represents,  as  yet  comparatively  untouched — namely,  the  erection 
of  buildings  as  boarding-houses  for  young  men — that  may  better 
meet  this  crying  want.  The  subject  is  mentioned  in  the  Commit, 
tee's  report  for  New-York  City,  and  we  may  be  permitted  to  quote 
briefly.     It  says :  "  That  the  free  reading-room  and  .the  Young 


Men's  Christian  Association,  although  doing  a  noble  work,  do 
not  reduce  the  price  of  living  or  make  the  dreary  room  in  the 
boarding-house  more  cheerful. 

"  That  any  movement  toward  supplying  this  want  must  not 
come  to  the  young  men  in  the  form  of  charity. 

"  That  in  order  to  meet  this  want,  there  must  be  many  build- 
ings located  at  different  points  of  this  city.  Each  should  not 
only  be  self-supporting,  but  also  a  paying  investment,  and  the 
boarders  feel  that  their  earnings,  and  not  the  charity  of 
friends,  procure  for  them  these  comforts."  We  can  only  touch 
upon  the  subject  here.  We  believe  in  the  feasibility  of  such  a 
movement,  and  trust  we  shall  soon  here  of  theso  homes — homes 
where  young  men  will  be  free,  and  yet  feel  the  restraints  of 
Christian  love ,  where  they  will  be  surrounded  with  influences 
that  are  making  them  more  manly  and  fashioning  them  for  the 
life  to  come.  There  should  be  food  for  his  mind  in  the  way  of 
books  and  papers,  games  for  his  social  entertainment,  and  the 
family  altar,  where  the  incense  of  prayer  should  daily  rise. 


NEED  OF  A  CLEAR   COMPREHENSION  OF" 
THE  PURPOSES  OP  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

BY  VKBBAKUS  KOR8B. 

Tub  aim  of  the  Association  should  be  thoroughly  understood 
by  all  who  undertake  to  do  Its  work  or  direct  Its  workmen.  This 
Is  necessary,  because  undeviating  progress  cannot  be  secured  with- 
out a  clear  view  of  the  object  pursued.  It  is  necessary,  also,  be- 
cause it  is  possible  for  earnest  Christian  workers  not  only  to  im- 
pede the  progress  of  an  Associat  on,  but  to  compromise  its  very 
existence,  even  while  honestly  striving  to  increase  its  efficiency. 
Our  distinctive  work  is  not  mere  ordinary,  general.  Christian  work, 
such  as  holdingcottage  prayer-meetings, maintaining  mission  Sun- 
day-schools, conducting  open-air  services,  and  the  like,  but  the 
Association  engages  in  such  work  for  the  purpose  of  doing  so  much 
more  than  would  otherwise  be  done,  and  for  the  purpose  also  of 
training  its  members  in  the  general  management  of  Christian 
work,  thus  making  them  executive  instead  of  mere  passive  Chris- 
tians ;  for  executive  faculties,  like  all  other*,  if  left  unexercised 
and  undeveloped,  wither  into  permanent  imbecility.  And  when 
those  who  are  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  design  of  the  Asso- 
ciation see  it  thus  engaged,  they  may  suppose  this  extra  work  and 
this  training  embrace  its  whole  purpose ;  and  if  they  attempt  to 
organize  Associations,  they  organize  them  for  work  of  this  kind. 
But  if  this  is  their  only  work,  it  is  not  easy  to  see  that  ttiey  are 
needed  at  all,  if  the  Church  keeps  its  young  men  judiciously  em- 
ployed ;  and' if  they  are  only  needed  because  the  Church  fails  to  do 
the  work  it  was  ordained  to  do,  it  is  plain  that  their  very  exist- 
ence is  a  stigma  upon  the  Church.  Associations  organized  orman- 
aged  on  this  false  basis  can  hardly  count  on  riches  and  honor,  or 
length  of  days,  for  the  Church  must  be  more  divine  than  it  was 
ever  claimed  to  be,  or  more  imbecile  than  it  was  ever  accused  of 
being,  if  it  continue  long  to  furnish  men  and  means  to  sustain  an 
institution  that  bases  its  existence  and  claims  for  aid  on  nothing 
but  the  neglect  of  the  Church  to  do  its  duty.  Thus,  ignorance  of 
its  true  purpose,  on  the  part  of  the  founders,  managers,  or  mem- 
bers of  an  Association,  may  destroy,  or  at  least  cripple,  its  influ- 
ence, and  so  deprive  a  community  of  its  usefulness,  perhaps  for 
years.  It  is  important,  then,  that  agents  who  may  be  employed 
to  organize  Associations,  superintendents  or  secretaries  who  un- 
dertake to  supervise  Association  work,  and  active  members,  who 
are  the  day-laborers  in  the  Association  field,  should  know  what  the 
Association  designs  to  do,  and  should  be  able  to  distinguish  its 
specific  from  its  mere  auxiliary  work.  But  this  knowledge  is  nei- 
ther the  inheritance  of  instinct  nor  the  gift  of  inspiration:  like 
other  knowledge,  it  must  be  acquired.  To  si  1  us  in  its  acquisi- 
tion, we  have  neither  training-school  nor  text-book.  The  proposed 
conference  of  general  secretaries  may  become,  m  s>  me  measure,  a 
substitute  for  the  former,  if  it  assume  the  character  of  a  normal 
school  or  teachers'  institute,  meeting  for  a  few  weeks  every  year, 
to  qualify  our  secretaries  for  teachers  as  well  as  superintendents. 
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and  if  it  begin  with  defining  the  purpose  of  the  Association  and  then 
its  methods  of  work.  Much  time  has  been  wasted  in  onr  Associ- 
ations and  Conventions- by  studying  plans  before  purposes;  by 
trying  to  define  the  how  before  the  what.  And  the  ASSOCIATION 
Monthly  msy,  to  some  extent,  take  the  place  of  text-books;  bat 
to  do  this  it  mast  be  studied  as  a  text-book,  and  not  merely  read 
as  a  newspaper.  For  example :  something  more  thun  a  year  ago,  a 
curtain  Association  abandoned  the  evangelical  test  of  membership, 
Tbe  course  of  tbat  Association  since  has  been  like  the  coarse  of  a 
bob-tailed  ki'.e—  erratic  bat  ever  downward— and  to-day,  it  is  dis- 
cussing, not  ho  w  to  work,  but  how  to  disband-  The  reports  of  this 
Association,  read  merely  as  news,  are  valueless;  but  studied  as  a 
lesson,  they  teach  the  great  importance  of  the  evangelical  test. 
Bat  though  oar  educational  facilities  are  not  what  we  need,  and 
onr  knowledge  of  Association  principles  is  not  what  it  should  be 
yet  our  progress  for  the  last  few  years  has  been  commendable. 
Ten  years  ago  there  were  hardly  three  such  papers  in  all  the  lit- 
erature of  the  Association  as  the  three  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Monthly,  by  Dr.  Burns,  Sheriff  Thomas,  and  B.  S.  Holmes. 


ZKB  YOTTNQ  MEWS  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

ITS   8PB0IAL   FIBLD   OF   LABOB, 
BY  BBV.  F.  H.  MABLINO. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  this  Convention,  a  distinguished  speaker 
from  the  United  States,  Judge  Fisher,  of  Cincinnati,  delivered  an 
address  on  a  topic  somewhat  similar  to  that  assigned  to  me,  vis. . 
"The  IToung  Men's  Christian  Association — its  relation  to  the 
Church  and  the  World,"  and  did  h  in  a  style  so  comprehensive, 
so  earnest,  and  so  wise,  as  to  well-nigh  exhaust  the  theme.  His 
address  was  indeed  worthy  of  the  permanent  place  secured  for  it 
in  the  Report  of  the  Convention,  and  furnished  an  admirable  an- 
swer to  the  doubts  and  questions  often  thrown  out  from  both 
f  the  Church-'  and  "  the  World,"  in  relation  to  our  institution. 

It  cannot  be  the  design  of  the  Committee  that  I  should  again 
traverse  the  ground  so  thoroughly  occupied  by  our  visitor,  in 
1871,  though  our  subjects  overlap  and  involve  one  another,  the 
Views  taken  of  the  "  Relations"  of  the  Association  depending  very 
much  on  the  theory  held  concerning  its  "  special  field,"  and  vice 
verta.  I 

There  is  need  of  a  clear  understanding  upon -this  subject  of  the 
"special  field  of  labor,"  appropriate  to  such  an  organisation,  for, 
on  the  one  hand,  some  contend  that  there  is  no  such  field  calling 
for  a  special  body  to  work  it,  and  on  the  other,  some  ardent  assoei- 
atlonists  have  seemingly  regarded  themselves  as  called  upon  to 
do  all  good,  of  every  kind,  to  universal  humanity.  Between  these 
wide  extremes  we  would  fain  point  out  the  middle  way  of  truth 
and  soberness.' 

To  us  there  is  little  difficulty  in  defining  the  "  special  field  of  la- 
bor" of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  It  is  young  men. 
In  this  agree  the  first  founders  of  such  institutions,  who  gathered 
them  of  young  men  and  for  young  men,  and  those  who  have  tried 
more  rt-cent  and  venturesome  experiments.  And  in  the  same  di- 
rection points  the  finger  of  God  himself,  in  nature  and  in  prov- 
idence. 

No  one- cm  doubt  the  eminent  importance  of  the  field  thus  indi- 
cated. Ttiese  young  men  were  the  boys  of  yesterday ;  they  will 
be  the  men  of  to  morrow— constituting  "  the  world"  on  its  adult 
and  masculine  side.  Aged  hands  are  dropping  thn  plough,  the 
hammer,  the  pen,  the  sword,  and  the  young  men  take  them  up. 
As  fast  as  a  veteran  falls  out  of  the  ranks,  a  new  recruit  falls  in. 
All  the  work  of  commerce,  agriculture,  Industry,  government,  ed- 
ucation, science,  literature,  and  religion,  every  trade  and  every  pro- 
fession, will  soon  be  in  their  hands.  If  our  young  men  go  wrong, 
half  of  the  world  goes  wrong ;  if  they  go  right,  it  is  safe. 

As  these  young  men  march  past  us,  in  imaginary  review,  what 
a  splendid  array  they  make  I  How  vast  their  numbers,  thousands 
upon  thousands ;  what  physical  strength  and  beauty,  in  counte- 
nance and  limb;  what  brightness  of  intellect;  what  ardor  of  feel- 


ing; what  energy  of  will ;  what  power  is  here;  what  capabilities 
for  good  or  ill  I  One  thinks  of  Gregory's  saying,  when  he  saw  thai 
English  captives  in  tbe  slave  market  at  Rome.  "  What  youths 
are  these  1"  he  asked.  "  Angli,"  was  the  reply.  And  Gregory  said  : 
"  Non  angli  ted  angeli  forent ti  estent  Christiani."  "  Not  Anglians 
would  they  be,  but  angels,  if  they  were  Christians  I"  Ah  I  if  all 
our  young  men  were  Christians,  would  it  not  be  ss  if  the  Shining 
Ones  had  indeed  come  down  to  dwell  upon  the  earth  T 

When  we  dream  of  what  they  might  be,  and  then  look  at  what 
they  are,  it  is  enough  to  make  the  heart  break.  The  strongest 
and  noblest  elements  in  young  manhood  have  been  perverted  by 
tbe  arch-enemy  into  the  instruments  of  sin— its  daring  anal 
strength,  its  intense  sociality,  and  its  radiant  hopefulness,  while 
upon  the  lower  elements  which  ought  ever  to  be  "  kept  under  and 
brought  into  subjection,"  so  that  "  the  man  would  govern  tbe  an- 
imal, and  God  govern  the  man,"  sin  has  worked  with  such  deadly 
power  as  not  only  to  drag  down  the  body  to  the  grave  ere  it  ha* 
scarce  grown  to  maturity,  but  also  to  defile  the  soul,  and  to  unfit 
it  for  the  everlasting  habitation.  All,  thank  God  I  are  not  thus 
wrecked ;  but  so  many  are  as  to  make  young  men  a  vory  "special 
field  of  labor"  for  some  Christian  hearts. 

Hardly  less  do  those  who  have  avoided  the  grosser  immoralities, 
and  those  who  have  taken  the  name  of  Christ  upon  them,  need 
companionship  and  brotherhood  to  keep  them  in  the  right  way, 
lest,  for  sheer  loneliness,  they  "go  with  the  multitude  to  do  evil." 
Such  being  the  position,  and  such  the  needs  of  young  men,  whs> 
are  the  fittest  to  labor  among  them  t  Our  answer  is,  young  men. 
It  seems  to  be  a  law  of  the  kingdom  that,  while  both  sexes  anal 
all  ages  of  the  human  family  powerfully  act  and  react  upon  each, 
other,  there  is  yet  a  special  influence  exerted  by  those  of  the  same 
class  upon  each  other.  Their  thoughts  and  feelings  arealike ;  they 
can  understand  one  another ;  they  are  continually  crossing  each 
other's  path ;  and  they  are  drawn  to  each  other  by  strong  natural 
affinity.  This  is  eminently  true  of  young  men,  who  are  among 
the  most  gregarious  varieties  of  the  human  species.  In  their  boy- 
ish sports  and  studies,  in  tho  work  of  learning  a  business  or  pro- 
fession, and  in  their  social  and  recreative  hours,  they  are  contin- 
ually thrown  together,  and  they  love  to  be  together.  Father  and 
mother  do  not  see  their  son  for  many  hours  of  the  day ;  but  he  is 
among  other  young  men.  He  may  be  very  fond  of  the  society  of 
ladies,  but  he  spends  more  time  in  that  of  young  men. 

It  is  of  the  immense  power  connected  with  this  mutual  sympa- 
thy, fellowship,  and  freedom,  and  these  unceasing  opportunities, 
that  the  Evil  One  again  lays  hold,  and  the  sad  spectacle  is  enacted 
before  our  eyes  so  frequently  that  we  become  too  well  used  to  it, 
of  a  young  man — scarcely  more  than  a  boy — tempted  by  flattery 
or  by  mockery  into  things  that  sting  bis  conscience  and  undermine 
all  his  manhood,  and  this  often  with  his  eyes  wide  open,  upon  na> 
other  plea  than  that—"  the  other  fellows  did  it,  and  I  did  It  too." 
In  swearing,  in  drinking,  in  gambling,  in  filthy  talk  and  more 
than  talk,  this  is  going  on  all  the  day,  every  day,  in  every  corner 
of  tbe  land.  "  What  brought  you  here  T"  has  been  ssked  of  many 
a  convict  in  the  condemned  cell,  and  the  answer  has  been,  "  bad 
company,  bad  company."  But  the  craving  for  "  company"  of  some 
sort  is  so  strong,  that  "  bad  company"  wUl  be  chosen  rather  than 
no  company  at  all.  And  when  there  is  a  special  natural  affinity 
fur  what  is  bad,  "  bad  company"  will  be  the  only  company  tolerable. 
This  influence  of  young  men  upon  young  men,  however,  in  itself 
Is  part  of  the  ordinances  of  nature,  designed  by  the  Creator  as  the 
channel  of  good  influences,  though,  like  all  else,  perverted  from 
its  original  purpose,  into  a  means  of  propagating  evil.  But  the 
object  of  Christ,  our  Redeemer,  is  to  restore  humanity  according  to 
its  Divine  ideal,  to  build  up  the  broken  temple  from  its  rains,  and 
to  send  pure,  healthy,  and  vital  blood  through  the  veins  which 
had  been  made  to  convey  poison. 

But  some,  granting  that  Christian  young  men  have  a  missiosi 
to  other  young  men,  will  object — Why  do  the  work  in  this  way  t 
Why  form  a  general  Association  of  suchf  Why  not  let  them 
work  individually  T  or  in  direct  connection  with  their  own 
churches  t     - 
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Let  us  here  assert,  in  the  most  emphatic  way,  our  hearty  loyalty 
to  Ood'a  two  great  inatitutiooa  for  the  preservation  and  propaga- 
tion of  His  worship  in  the  earth,  the  Family  and  the  Church.  Bo 
bruwe  know  them,  Association-men  would  uphold  these  with 
all  their  might. 

But  in  so  far  as  the  Family  is  concerned,  let  us  remember  (1) 
that  a  great  many  young  men  are  away  from  home,  and  this  is  one 
very  special  danger  in  their  case;  (2)  that  a  large  proportion 
of  homes  themselves  furnish  no  Christian  safeguards ;  and  (3) 
that  few  of  them  contain  the  young-man  society  a  young  man 
needs.  There  is  a  great  deal  to  do,  therefore,  that  the  home  does 
not  reach. 

Then,  in  relation  to  the  Church,  of  course  our  ideal  of  its  con- 
dition would  be  that  which  is  presented  in  such  a  sad  caricature 
in  the  religion  of  Rome — namely,  one  church,  or  a  united  band  of 
sister  churches,  within  which  should  be  found  agencies  for  every 
form  of  Christian  beneficence.  But  that  ideal,  I  need  not  say,  has 
not  been  realized  yet,  nor,  though  I  think  there  are  some  signs  of 
its  assuming  more  visible  shape,  is  it  likely  to  become  a;fact  in  your 
day  or  mine. 

Looking  at  this  matter  practically,  in  the  light  of  facts  rather  than 
ef  theories,  of  the  attainable  rather  than  the  possible  or  the 
desirable,  there  are  very  few  churches  that  succeed  in  organ- 
izing their  own  young  men,  still  less  in  reaching  generally  those 
that  are  without.  Here  and  there  a  very  strong  church  may  do  it, 
but  it  will  not  have  so  many  doors  open  to  it  as  a  general  Associ- 
ation. Within  the  church  itself,  in  its  ordinary  working,,  the 
young-man  element  is  most  likely  to  be  overshadowed  by  their 
elders.  Thoy  are  naturally  silent,  keep  in  the  background,  look 
to  others  to  lead,  and  so  on.  This  may  bo  favorable  to  a  becoming 
modesty,  and  may  befit  a  learner's  position,  but  there  should  be 
some  place  where  the  "  babe  ia  Christ"  may  learn  to  walk  and 
talk  amidst  those  whose  own  blunders  may  comfort  him. 

Take  the  work  that  is  done  by  such  an  Association,  for  Instance, 
as  that  in  Toronto  (1  speak  of  it  simply  because  I  know  it  best),  and 
you  will  see  how  it  fills  a  gap  which  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult 
for  any  church  association  to  fill.  In  the  first  place,  its  broad,  un- 
sectarian  platform  gives  it  a  great  advantage  in  dealing  with 
young  men  of  every  church  and  of  no  church,  and  in  addressing  on 
their  behalf  the  Christian  people  of  the  city  generally ;  while  its 
firm  maintenance  of  a  positively  evangelical  faith  secures  for  it  the 
pith  and  the  vitality,  the  grip  on  the  human  conscience,  the  har- 
mony with  God's  word,  and  the  influence  of  God's  Spirit,  which 
would  be  sought  m  vain  on  any  other  basis. 

We  enter  its  building,  and  find  a  reading-room  open  from  eight 
in  the  morning  till  ten  at  night,  free  to  all  comers,  and  furnished 
with  the  periodical  literature  of  the  day.  What  church  provides 
this  ?  Yet  is  it  not  a  necessary  of  life  for  a  young  man  to  "  see  the 
papers  nowadays?"  And  is  it  not  a  good  work  to  provide  him 
some  place  of  resort  outside  his  boarding-house,  and  on  the  right 
aide  of  the  tavern  ?  a  rendezvous  where  he  can  meet  his  friends, 
can  write  his  letters;  and  can  be  greeted  by  words  of  Christian 
welcome?  If  he  drops  in  during  the  evening,  some  members  of 
(he  Reception  Committee  will  probably  address  him,  and  give  him 
that  social  introduction  for  which  his  whole  nature  Is  so  hungry, 
and  which  he  may  not  find  elsewhere  except  in  some  haunt  of  sin. 
He  1b  a  stranger,  we  will  suppose,  newly  come  to  the  city  from  the 
country  or  from  the  mother-land.  He  wants  some  place  of  lodg- 
ing, respectable  and  safe.  Well,  the  list  of  boarding-houses  will 
give  him  choice  enough  in  places  of  this  character.  He  needs  em. 
ployment,  and  there  is  an  Employment  Committee  which  find 
some  hundreds  of  situations  for  strangers  every  year.  To  guide 
him  in  these  matters,  and  to  give  him  good  counsel,  the  Secretary 
is  in  his  adjoining  office  throughout  most  of  the  day.  It  is  ascer- 
tained whether  he  is  connected  with  any  particular  church  or  not, 
and  if  so,  he  is  introduced  to  some  minister  or  active  members  of 
that  body,  and  urged  to  attend  the  Sabbath  services.  Every 
Tuesday  evening  is  a  lecture,  essay,  or  some  such  exercise',  open 
to  all,  Interesting  and  instructive.  Every  Saturday  night  a  young 


's  prayer-meeting,  earnest  and  full.  Every  Sunday  i 
a  young  men's  Bible-class.  In  the  new  building  will  be  found 
social  parlors,  where  young  men  can  meet  and  talk  together,  with, 
out  reading-room  restrictions  on  conversation  ;  close  by,  refresh- 
ments will  be  obtainable  (but  not  the  intoxicating  cap);  and* 
gymnasium  will  give  him  the  opportunity  to  "go  in  on  his  mus- 
cle," as  a  well-grown  Christian  ought  to  do  I  These  brief  sen- 
tences give  but  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  work  actually  don* 
within  the  establishment  itself,  for  they  cannot  report  the  many 
earnest  words  spoken  by  Christian  yoang  an  to  the  strangers 
resorting  to  the  rooms.  Nor  have  they  included  the  invitation* 
giveo  by  the  "  yoke-fellows"  standing  at  the  door,  to  young  meat 
passing  by. 

Besides  this  in-door  work,  there  is  much  done  out  of  doors  also. 
Ia  a  dancing-saloon  open,  with  its  nameless  abominations,  a  very 
gate  of  heli,  the  Association  not  only  stand  outside  to  prevent 
the  "  simple  ones"  from  going  in,  bat  "  carries  the  war  into  Ant- 
es," and  makes  many  ashamed  to  be  seen  by  such  eye*  in  such  a 
place,  while  the  aid  of  the  law  is  invoked  to  suppress  a  public  nui- 
sance. Do  drinking-ealoons  multiply  on  every  street  ?  The  Asso- 
sociation  is  alert  to  secure  municipal  action,  if  possible,  to  arouse 
the  public  mind,  and  to  warn  young  men.  Are  sailors  and  lam 
bernien  hanging  idly  about  the  port  on  the  Lord's  day  ?  The  Beth! 
el  service  falls  very  naturally  into  these  hands.  Are  young  men 
imprisoned  in  the  city  jail  ?  Christian  young  men  go  to  them. 
Are  any  sick  in  the  hospital  ?  They  are  visited  by  their  brothers 
for  Christ's  sake.  Does  the  emigrant  step  off  the  train  at  the  gov- 
ernment sheds  ?  The  first  Christian  welcome  he  receives  will  very 
likely  be  from  members  of  the  Association,  who  visit  these 
places  during  the  week,  and  hold  services  there  on  the  Sab- 
bath. Are  the  volunteers  called  into  camp?  Among  the  larg- 
est and  best  frequented  tents  on  the  ground  will  be  that  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  for  reading,  writing,  and  con- 
versation ;  and  every  night,  and  all  day  on  the  Sabbath,  another 
tent  will  resound  with  the  voice  of  prayer  and  praise.  In  short, 
it  is  fast  growing  into  a  habit,  when  there  is  any  general  good  to 
be  done,  or  any  odd  person  to  be  attended  to,  to  turn  the  matter 
over  to  that  soeiety-of-all-work,  the  Young  Men's  C'hrUtian  Asso- 
ciation. When  the  new  buildings  are  completed,  with  their  spa 
clous  hall  and  suites  of  apartments,  they  are  most  likely  to  be  the 
general  rendezvous  for  all  Christian  work-and  workers  of  a  union 
character. 

This  sketch  of  what  is  being  actually  done  is  worth  a  great 
many  far  more  beautiful  pictures  of  what  mlpht'  be  dune,  and  a 
great  many  plausible  reasons  why  nothing  can  be  done.  And 
there  are  four  points  in  it  worthy  of  special  attention.  First,  that 
nearly  all  the  work  ia  done  by  young  men  for  young  men.  Sec- 
ondly, that  it  is  such  work  that  churches  can  rarely  be  expected 
to  do,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  are  not  doing.  Thirdly,  that  it  is 
carried  on  in  full  sympathy  with  the  churches  and  the  ministry, 
ths  Association  helping  them,  and  they  helping  the  Association, 
and  each  of  them  thankful  for  the  other.  And  fourthly,  that  it 
can  be  better  accomplished  by  a  combination  of  representatives 
from  various  churches,  than  by  those  of  any  one  body. 

By  this  time,  perhaps,  though  somewhat  irregularly,  we  hare 
answered  the  question,  "  What  is  the  special  field  of  labor  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  V  It  is  not  a  substitute  for 
the  Church,  but  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  it.  It  will  not,  perhaps, 
be  needful  in  millennial  days,  but  it  is  uncommonly  "  good  for  tho 
present  distress."  It  may  not  be  the  best  thing  in  every  place, 
but  in  others  the  Master  has  set  His  own  seal  upon  it. 

The  writer  would  advise  members  of  these  Assoc  ations  to  keep 
themselves  very  much  to  the  work  above  described,  viz  :  t  hat  among 
young  men,  as  that  which  will  give  them  quite  enough  to  do,  for 
which  they  are  specially  fitted,  and  which  is  most  likely  to  be 
neglected  by  others.  They  cannot  do  all  that  needs  to  be  done  la 
this  wicked  world ;  they  had  better  do  what  ia  thus  ready  to  their 
hand. 

Finally,  let  a  cordial  sympathy  be  cherished  between  the  church- 
es and  the  Associations.    Some  of  our  young  friends,  perhaps,  are 
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tempted  to  vote  the  churches  somewhat  "slow  ;"  they  had  better 
amend  their  own  special  faults  than  take  in  hand  their  elders. 
The  strongest  argument  against  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation would  be  its  engendering  a  sanctimonious  pertness  in  its 
members.  While  hearty,  earnest,  loving,  and  modest  work  will 
melt  away  objections,  like  snow  beneath  the  sun.  And  on  the 
other  hand,  let  the  churches  and  the  pastors  cordially  help  these 
young  brethren,  give  them  counsel,  sympathy,  prayer,  practical 
cooperation.  Should  there  be  some  measure  of  activity  thereby 
withdrawn  from  direct-church  work,  it  will  be  returned  a  hun- 
dredfold in  the  good  done  to  young  men  within  and  without. 


CLEVELAND    DEPOT   READING-ROOM. 

While  on  a  trip  through  some  of  the  Western  cities,  I  stopped 
for  a  few  days  in  Cleveland.  Learning  that  a  room  had  been  fit- 
ted up  at  the  depot  for  the  accommodation  of  strangers,  I  walked 
down  there,  and  presently  a  young  man  greeted  me  with  the  ob- 
servation :  "  It  is  twenty  minutes  before  train-time  ;  will  you 
walk  up  into  the  reading-room  ?"  I  gladly  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  entered  as  pleasant  a  reading-room  as  it  ever  has  been  my 
good  fortune  to  visit. 

It  was  well-lighted  and  roomy.  The  walls  were  hung  with  por- 
traits of  fine-looking  men.  There  were  plenty  of  tables  covered 
with  books  and  papers,  and  the  latter,  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
hung  on  racks  around  the  room.  An  organ  stood  in  front  of  the 
platform,  and  best  of  all  was  a  table  furnished  with  writing  ma- 
terials, where  a  letter  could  be  written  free  of  expense,  and  from 
all  outward  annoyance. 

I  learned  from  the  young  man  that  he  had  been  one  of  the  wild- 
est fellows  connected  with  the  railroad,  and  a  leader  among  the 
young  men  there  employed ;  but  having  been  converted  a  short 
time  before,  he  was  using  his  influence  (which  I  should  judge  was 
considerable  with  the  men  there)  in  the  good  work  of  bringing  his 
former  companions  and  many  others  into  the  Christian  ranks.  He 
said  the  room  was  often  filled  with  railroad- men,  who  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  spending  their  spare  moments  in  having  a  "  j  >lly  time" 
elsewhere,  bnt  who  now  came  here  to  read,  write,  or  sing.  I  do 
not  wonder  at  this,  for  they  could  hardly  find  a  pleasanter  place. 

The  opening  of  reading-rooms  at  depots  may  not  be  a  new  idea 
with  the  Associations  in  this  part  of  the  country,  but  it  was  with 
me ;  and  I  saw  nothing  of  the  kind  at  the  many  other  places 
where  I  stopped,  and.  where  they  seemed  to  be  even  more  needed 
than  in  Cleveland.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  opening  of  such  rooms 
at  places  where  young  men  are  likely  to  stop  for  a  few  hours,  or 
even  where  they  would  be  used  by  the  men  of  the  road,  would  be 
an  appropriate  work  for  tlje  local  Associations,  and  one  which  is 
greatly  needed.  There  are  very  few  who  would  refuse  a  polite 
invitation  to  go  into  a  place  where  they  could  rest,  and  make 
themselves  generally  nomfortable,  especially  if  this  was  made 
pleasanter  than  the  waiting-room. —  Watchman  and  Reflector. 


YOUR  EVENINGS,  YOUNG  MEN. 

The  historian  HiUlard  has  said :  "  To  a  young  man  away  from 
home,  friendless  and  forlorn  ,in  a  great  city,  the  hours  of  peril  are 
those  between  sunset  and  bed-time  ;"  and  we  have  no  doubt  many 
a  young  man  will  respond  to  this  sentiment.  It  is  then  that  the 
theatre  throws  open  its  doors,  the  drinking-saloon  tempts  by  its 
glitter  of  lights  and  glasses ;  then  the  strange  woman  stalks 
abroad ;  then  it  is  that  your  companions,  tired  of  the  day's  labors, 
and  seeking  recreation,  step  beyond  the  line  of  rectitude,  and  cor- 
dially invite  you  with  them.  What  must  you  do  t  Avoid  temp- 
tation ;  but  that  is  easier  said  than  done.  How  do  you  do  when 
you  wish  to  avoid  thoughts  that  trouble  and  unsettle  you  ?  You 
think  of  something  else,  and  while  you  are  reflecting  upon  other 
things,  yon  are  not  thinking  of  your  troubles. 

Your  duty  then  is  plainly  to  do  something — something  that 
will  put  you  out  of  the  way  of  these  temptations. 

If  you  are  happy  enough  to  have  a  home,  be  found  there  as 
much  as  possible,  and  feel  that  you  are  bound  to  do  something 
for  the  comfort  and  social  life  of  that  home.  If  you  are  in  the 
city,  boarding,  then  see  that  every  evening  is  well  occupied.  Pass 
part  of  this  leisure  in  reading  or  study,  at  your  room,  when  it  is 
possible.  What  fields  of  knowledge  you  may  survey,  and  what 
acquaintance  with  the  past  you  may  make,  by  one  or  two  evenings 
spent  in  this  way  every  week  I  W  hen  you  go  out,  as  you  certain ly 
need  to  do,  go  to  some  lecture  ;  visit  some  refined  home,  where 
woman's  influence  will  soften  you  ;  connect  yourself  with  some 
class  or  society  where  improvement  is  the  motive.  If  you  wish 
amusement,  go  where  refinement  will  surround  you,  and  where 
conscience  will  not  reprove  you ;  unite  yourself  with  a  Christian 
Association,  and  enter  into  its  work,  and  be  at  the  prayer-meet- 
ings. But  do  not  feel  that  you  ran  do  without  God's  grace  in  yonr 
heart.  All  that  we  have  mentioned  is  only  secondary.  Here  is 
yonr  armor. 


Thb  following  extracts  from  the  "Annual  Report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  for  Ontario,  presented  at  the  Fifth  Annual  Provin- 
cial Convention,  August,  1872,"  contains  facts  which  may  suggest 
useful  action  in  other  localities : 

"  The  great  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  the  work  within  our 
bounds  has  hitherto  been  the  want  of  cooperation  between  the  ex- 
isting Associations  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  new  organ- 
izations, the  stirring  up  of  those  that  are  '  ready  to  perish  for  lack 
of  knowledge,'  and  the  resurrecting  of  those  already  dead.  This 
subject  was  brought  prominently  before  the  last  Annual  Conven- 
tion, and  the  sum  of  $500  was  then  subscribed,  to  enable  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  organize  a  scheme  of  thorough,  systematic  visitation. 
Correspondence  was  opened  in  January  last  with  brother  K.  A. 
Burnell,  in  hope  of  securing  his  services  for  a  two  months'  cam- 
paign, bat  prior  engagements  prevented  his  presence  amongst  us 
for  more  than  a  hasty  visit  to  Hamilton  and  St.  Catherines  on  his 
way  to  Massachusetts,  and  the  work  accordingly  devolved  upon 
ourselves. 

"  Though  much  could  not  be  accomplished  before  the  advent  of 
spring,  yet  your  Committee  are  happy  to  report  some  progress. 
Six  new  and  vigorous  Associations  have  been  organized,  and  one 
Association,  found  just  at  the  point  of  death,  has  been  quickened 
with  a  new  life.  One  excellent  Association,  numbering  111  mem- 
bers, was  organized  last  year,  but  was  omitted  from  the  returns  of 
that  year.  Thirteen  delegates  have  paid  thirty-four  visits  to  twen- 
ty-four localities,  and  an  extensive  correspondence  has  been  opened 
with  numerous  other  places  where  we  hope  soon  to  see  new  Asso- 
ciations In  active  operation.  We  have  also  ascertained  that  during 
the  past  two  years  ten  Associations  have  ceased  to  exist.  Of  these, 
eight  were  in  small  towns  and  villages,  where  no  fraternal  advice 
or  encouragement  was  ever  extended  toward  them,  which  might 
have  kept  them  in  life  and  vigor.  Two  others  were  in  large  cities, 
where  church  associations  grew  up  around  them,  and  gradually 
absorbed  into  their  narrower  sphere  the  few  active  members. will- 
ing to  work.  This  cause  of  failure  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  as 
upon  the  brond  platform  of  the  General  Association  all  may  work 
for  the  salvation  of  young  men  who  are  as  yet  outside  the  pale  of 
church  influences,  and  who  will  never  be  reached  by  denomina- 
tional effort  alone. 

"  One  of  the  most  important  branches  of  direct  missionary  work 
among  young  men  in  which  we  have  engaged  is  that  so  suc- 
cessfully conducted  at  Niagara,  where  Association  tents  were 
established  on  the  camping-ground  daring  the  annual  season  of 
drill. 

"  Provision  was  also  made  for  the  prosecution  of  camp  work  at 
Kingston,  and  a  sum  was  appropriated  for  that  purpose;  the  work  to 
be  in  charge  of  brothers  Winthrop,  Flint,  and  Johnston,  members  of 
the  Executive  in  Belleville,  but  owing  to  the  terrible  disaster  on 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  at  Shannonville,  these  brethren  turned 
their  attention  to  the  dying,  and  the  alleviation  of  the  distress  of 
those  who  suffered  so  fearfully  by  that  sad  disaster;  hence  the 
camp  work  was  necessarily  neglected  in  this  locality. 

"  A  suggestion  having  been  rsceived  from  the  Montreal  Associ- 
ation that,  in  view  of  a  proposed  Dominion  Convention  in  that 
city  in  1874,  a  deputation  be  hereby  appointed  to  visit  the  Conven- 
tion of  the  Maritime  Provinces  to  be  held  in  Halifax,  N.  S.,  in  Sep- 
tember next,  your  Committee  recommend  'that,  if  practicable, 
two  brethren  be  now  appointed  delegates  to  said  Convention. 

"  We  would  again  urge  upon  the  Associations  generally  the 
great  i  in  portance  of  maintaining  a  constant  correspondence  with  the 
Executive  Committee,  informing  them  of  successes,  reverses,  and 
all  items  of  interest  necessary  to  their  obtaining  the  most  com* 
plete  information  as  to  the  state  of  the  work  throughout  the  Do- 
minion. As  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  visit,  if  possible, 
every  Association  throughout  the  two  Provinces  during  the'  coming 
year,  we  suggest  that  all  information  regarding  dates  of  anniver- 
saries and  public  meetings  be  specially  made  known  to  their  Sec- 
retary at  Toronto. 

"  We  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  all  our  Associations  the  duty 
of  subscribing  to  the  Association  Monthly,  published  by  the 
New- York  Executive,  ss  well  as  that  of  furnishing  its  publishers, 
from  time  to  time,  with  all  items  of  interest  which  may  transpire 
in  connection  with  their  work,  as  all  such  articles  will  be  gladly 
Inserted  in  its  columns.  The  subscription  to  the  Monthly  is  only 
one  dollar  per  annum,  and  it  will  be  found  full  of  suggestions  of 
the  most  valuable  and  practical  nature. 

"  We  shall  need  the  sum  of  $300  to  carry  on  onr  operations  dur- 
ing the  coming  year,  and  when  the  brethren  consider  the  vast 
importance  and  extent  of  the  work  which  the  Committee  have  un- 
dertaken, we  trust  that  there  will  be  a  hearty  and  liberal  response 
to  this  not  unreasonable  demand.  Some  Associations  which  sub- 
scribed to  the  fund  last  year  have  not  as  yet  handed  in  the  amount 
of  their  subscriptions ;  they  will  doubtless  see  the  necessity  of 
doing  so  without  delay,  as  the  work  must  be  done,  and  cannot  be 
carried  on  without  funds." 
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Carefully  written,  terse  and  pointed  articles,  designed  to 
interest  YOU  NG  MEN  ana  to  Improve  taem  intellectually, 
morally,  or  spiritually,  or  to  guiue  and  instruct  Associa- 
tion workers,  are  solicited. 

CONVENTIONS.  . 

Kew-Jlam.p9h.ire. — Manchester. 
Ohio. — Toledo,  November  15th  to  17th. 
Vermont. — Springfield,  November  6th  to  Gth. 


"We  have  the  pleasure  of  placing  before  our  readers  this 
month,  the  most  excellent  paper  read  before  the  Provincial 
Convention  at  Belleville,  by  Rev.  F.  H.  Marling,  pastor  of 
the  Bond-street  Congregational  church,  Toronto. 


LIVE  It)  FRA  YER-MEETlliGS. 

Bo  some  doubt  whether  "  live"  Is  the  proper  word  to  describe 
prayer-meetings,  do  they  1  Well,  we  think  they  are  right  tome 
timet,  and  yet  wo  believe  a  live  prayer-uieeting  is  the  legitimate 
off-pring  of  living  faith,  and  that  the  prayer-meetings  of  those  wlir 
feed  on  the  "  living  bread,"  and  drink  trim  the  "  fountain  of  living 
waiers,"  and  are  taught  by  the  " lively  oracles,"  and  possess  "a 
lively  hope,"  will  be  very  likely  to  be  live  prayer  meetings,  and 
that  lips  touched  with  "a  live  cat"  rrom  oil' the  altar  will  utter 
live  prayers.    Still  we  may  be  mistaken. 


CAUSE   AND    EFFECT. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  Connecticut  Convention,  the  It" 
port  to  the  State  Committee,  of  C.  M.  Wilcox,  who  visited  the  As 
soclations  throughout  the  Slate,  has  been  published.  It  shows  t 
most  thorough  and  careful  canvass.  From  other  sources  we  learti 
that  more  Associations  were  represented,  more  fruitful  work  wan 
repotted,  and  much  more  money  subscribed  this  year  at  Water - 
bury  than  a  year  ago  at  Mystic.  The  experience  in  Connecticut 
the  past  year  is  a  fresh  testimony  to  the  importance  of  employing 
in  each  State  a  competent  agent  to  visit  and  labor  among  the 
Associations. 


THE  BAY  OF  FRAYER. 

The  second  Sunday  in  November  has  been  selected  by  our 
International  Conventions  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  prayer 
for  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  work  of  the  Associations. 
If  on  that  day  our  whole  membership  will  unite  in  humble, 
trusting,  fervent  prayer  for  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  the  conversion  of  young  men,  and  if  from  that  day  our 
members  will  labor  personally  and  earnestly  for  the  salvation 
of  the  young  men  with  whom  they  associate,  many  souls  will 
be  saved.  If  we  are  busy  here  and  tl.ere  with  our  affairs  of 
business  or  pleasure,  and  neglect  these  young  men — neglect 
even  to  pray  for  them— and  ttcj  ere  lost,  shall  we  be  guilt- 
less t 


GENERAL    SECRE1AR1ES. 

It  is  essential  that  all  officers  and  committees,  to  whom  are  en- 
trusted the  interests  of  the  Association,  should  thoroughly  com- 
prehend the  situation,  and  heartily  consecrate  themselves  to  the 
work.  But  if  this  is  true  of  one  more  tban  others,  that  one  is  the 
(ieneral  Secretary.  Success,  human'y  considered,  depends  mainly 
upon  his  adminis-ration.  The  burden  of  responsibility  rests  upon 
him.  Bis  relation  to  the  Association  is  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  the  pastor  to  his  church,  and  his  qualifications  should  be  hardly 
less. 

Manifestly,  then,  he  must  be  endowed  with  high  intellectual 
and  spiritual  powers,  and  yet  too  much  must  not  be  expected  ;  the 
work  which  belongs  to  the  committees  must  not  be  imposed  upon 
him.  It  is  properly  his  business  to  administer  the  work  of  the 
Association  through  its  constituted  agencies.  Hence  he  must  pos- 
sess executive  ability,  as  well  as  spiritual  zeaL — Qood  yew*. 


CHRISTIAN FAITH  AND  NATIONAL  AMITY. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  of  faith  and  amity  presented 
by  W.  Edwyn  Shipton,  Secretary  of  the  London  Association,  ■«*> 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  Amsterdam  Conference  : 

The  General  Conference  of  Delegates  from  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associations  of  Europe  and  America,  assembli-d  at  Amster- 
,1am,  the  20th  of  August,  1873,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W 
Van  Oosterwijk  Bruijn : 

"  Hetotvet,  That  the  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations can  only  be  maintained  on  the  basis  of  a  scriptural  faith 
animated  by  a  comprehensive  Christian  charity. 

"  That  this  Conference  reaffirms  the  basis  of  confederation  for 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  which  was  adopted  at  the 
drat  Gen-ral  Conference  at  Paris,  in  1855 — viz. : 

"  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  seek  to  unite  those 
young  men  who,  regarding  Jesus  Christ  as  th-ir  Und  and  Saviour, 
according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures,  desires  to  be  Bis  riiscipta  in  their 
loctrine  and  in  their  life,  and  to  associate  their  efforts  for  the  ex- 
tension of  His  kingdom  amongst  young  men. 

"And,  farther,  in  view  of  the  differences  of  judgment,  which  must 
often  arise  between  men  of  different  nationalities,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  different  ecclesiastical  organizations,  it  confirms  and  com- 
mends again  to  the  attention  of  the  Associations  ot  all  countries, 
the  principles  adopted  at  Paris  as  a  sequel  to  the  foregoing  basis 
— vis. :  'That  any  difference  of  opinion  on  other  subjects,  however 
important  in  themselves,  but  not  embraced  by  the  specific  designs 
>f  the  Associations,  shall  not  interfere  with  the  harmonious  rela- 
tions of  the  confederated  societies.' " 


WE  FAUSE  FOR  A  REFLY. 

A  wihteb  in  the  Orange  (N.  J.)  Journal,  after  referring  to  cer- 
tain people  who  object  to  the  Association  on  the  supposition  that 
it  interferes  with  Church  work,  says : 

"  Would  any  church  ever  have  commissioned  young  men  to  go 
as  did  the  young  men  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  into  a  saloon 
and  persuade  the  drinking  young  men  to  throw  away  the  contents 

>f  their  glasses,  and  then  go  to  the  astounded  proprietor  and  ask 
Ulm  to  allow  them  to  bold  a  prayer-meeting  there  T    And  will 

lot  the  joy  and  thanks  of  that  proprietor — now  a  pious  lay  mis- 
ilonary — nrown  out  a  thousand  such  objections  as  I  have  alluded 
toT 
"  These  objectors  should  acquaint  themselves  with  the  ffrto  in  tho 

ase.  The  association  Monthly,  if  carefully  perused,  will  give 
'hem  new  light;  and  although  it  deals  largely  in  (acts  and 
figures,  it  can  never  ben  in  to  give  a  correct  estimate  of  the  aggre- 
gate good  done  through  the  agency  ot  these  institutions. 

"  D.i  not  these  same  young  men  stand  in  their  lot,  attend  upon 
public  worship  regularly,  contribute  of  their  means  at  the  various 
offertories,  teach  in  the  Sunday-schools,  attend  the  Bible-classes, 
cheer  the  hearts  of  their  ministers,  and  never  relax  from  their 
first  religious  duties  to  the  Church  1  Than,  if  they  are  willing  to 
do  something  more,  shall  they  be  restrained  ?  Shall  they  be  dis- 
couraged in  their  work  by  unsympsthizing  indifference,  or  by 
fault-finding  T  Will  Christian  minister  or  layman  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Priest  and  the  Levite  of  old,  and  go  by  on  the  other 
side?' 

In  regard  to  the  efforts  of  the  Association  lot  the  intellectual 
improvement  of  young  men,  he  adds: 

"  Their  select  libraries  and  comfortable  reading-rooms  cannot 
be  otherwise  tban  a  power  for  good.  And  tbeir  lectures  and 
other  public  entetaium«nts  not  only  afford  rational  pastimes, 
but  are  calculated  to  engender  and  stimuate  a  taste  for  historical 
and  ocienti  fie  research,  as  well  as  to  aid  In  the  culture  of  the  metal 
sentiments." 
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GERMAN  ASSOCIATIONS    MULTIPLYING. 

The  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  congregations  in  Jersey 
City  and  Elizabetbport,  N.  J.,  Pittslield,  Mass.,  and  East  New- 
York.  Rondour,  and  South  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  have  founded 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  The  average  number  of 
members  of  each  is  about  twenty-four. 


At  a  session  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerlum  of  New- 
York  and  adjacent  States,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  on  the  9th  of 
October  last,  Rev  Mr.E  Bobm,  President  of  the  National  Conven- 
tion of  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Young  Men  in  the  United 
States,  addressed  the  mating  on  the  subject  of  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations.  He  was  followed  in  eloquent  addrosses  by 
tile  Revs.  Andrew  Wetzel,  L.  Halfinana,  and  F.  von  Rosenberg 
After  the  addresses,  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Ministerlum  gladly  acknowledges  the  great 
value  and  importance  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  and 
it  herewith  encourages  the  ministers  and  laymen  belonging  to 
this  body  to  work  faithfully  in  this  department  of  Curis-tian  la- 
bor, by  founding  new  Associations  and  aiding  the  present  ones." 


NOTES   FROM  AMSTERDAM. 

The  English-speaking  delegates  at  the  World's  Conference  in 
Amsterdam  held  one  morning  session  by  themselves.  George 
Williams,  of  London,  presided.  The  delegates  briefly  described 
the  leading  features  of  the  work  in  the  societies  they  represented. 
For  the  American  Associations,  M.  W.  Pond,  of  Boston,  and 
R.  R.  McBarney  and  R  C.  Morse,  of  New  York,  reported. 

James  Pearce,  of  the  London  Association  (West  Branch)  allud- 
ed to  difficulties  encountered.  Members  were  constantly  chang- 
ing their  abode,  so  that,  on  the  average,  they  only  remain  three 
months  in  tbo  eocietr.  Another  difficulty  existed  in  the  inaccessl- 
blenesB  of  the  houses  of  business,  the  young  men  of  which  are 
lodged  there  by  their  employers.  They  are  forbidden  to  receive 
visitors,  so  that  even  in  cases  of  sickness  Mr.  Pearce  has  found 
trouble  in  going  to  see  those  confined  to  their  rooms-  The  forma- 
tion of  separate  associations  in  every  such  house  of  business  has 
proved  a  wise  measure.  Such  societies  hold  family  worship  in  the 
house  at  7}  a.m  ,  a  Bible-class  one  evening  in  the  week,  a  debating 
club  on  another,  and  a  singing-class  on  a  third.  The  attendance 
is  often  very  encouraging. 

Samuel  Nash,  Secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Association,  reported 
good  progress  and  activity  in  that  city.  There  were  one  hundred 
and  twenty  working  members.  Bible-classes  and  prayer-meetings 
were  well  attended,  Tract  distribution  was  efficiently  carried  on. 
Large  audiences  were  gathered  every  Sunday  in  a  circus,  and  the 
Gospel  was  preached  to  them.  Many  conversions  are  resulting 
from  these  efforts. 

Mr.  Thorn,  Secretary  of  the  Leeds  Association,  had  been  enconr. 
aged  by  the  result  of  tract  distribution,  and  the  circulation  ot 
cards  of  invitation  to  the  meetings  of  the  society.  Good  progress 
was  reported. 

John  Tawse,  of  Edinburg,  gave  an  interesting  report  of  the 
large  Bible-class  for  young  men  which  he  has  been  so  faithfully 
and  happily  conducting  during  the  last  twenty-three  years.  When 
a  new  course  of  lessons  is  to  be  begun,  he  is  in  the  habit  of  asking 
written  suggestions  from  the  members  of  the  class.  On  receiving 
these  he  makes  them,  as  far  as  possible,  the  basis  of  the  course. 
In  case  of  the  absence  of  members  of  the  class,  it  is  the  habit  to 
make  some  of  those  present  responsible  at  the  next  session  for  an 
account  of  what  has  detained  the  absentees ;  an  excellent  plan,  by 
which  the  brotherly  watch  and  care  of  one  another  is  happily 
promoted. 

Wm.  Jacobs,  of  Byde,  told  of  the  Bible-class  register  of  the 
names  of  all  who  attended  the  class ;  how  strangers  and  those  ir- 
regularly attending  were,  through  this  means,  tracked  and 
reached  with  good  influences  and  renewed  invitations.  The  hap- 
py effect  of  the  uniform  and  general  attendance  of  all  at  the  funo 
ral  of  any  deceased  member  waa  also  noted.  A  noon  prayer-meet 
ing,  held  twice  a  week,  has  been  the  means  of  good  in  Byde. 


Thos.  Whitwell,  of  Stockton-on  Tees,  alluded  to  the  benefit  o 
quarterly  meetings,  where  members  o&me  together  to  report  prog- 
ress, receive  hints  and  encouragement  from  one  another, 

Mr.  Darling,  the  delegate  trom  Athlone,  Ireland,  testified  to  the 
adaptation  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  to  the  wants 
of  Ire  and.  The  good  wrought  in  Athlone  through  its  influence 
was  gratefully  recorded. 


seventh:  annual  convention  of  the 
associations  of  maine, 

At  Wihthbop,  Octobeb  2-4. 

The  Convention  met  in  the  Methodist  chnroh,  and  was  called 
to  order  by  C.  M.  Bailey,  President  of  the  last  Convention.  After 
the  usual  preliminary  exercises,  the  following  officers  were 
chosen : 

President,  Charles  M.  Bailey,  Winthrop. 

Vice-Presidents,  David  Carglll,  Augusta;  R  W.  Hansrom.  Au- 
burn; D.  T.  Wright,  Lewist»n;  T.  C  Lewis,  Portland;  T.  H. 
Hubbard,  Biddelord ;  A.  Baker,  Gardiner';  John  A  Frye,  Water- 
ville. 

Secretaries,  3.  R  Learned,  Aubum ;  H.  H.  Burgess,  Portland ; 
H.  F.  Wood,  Wee*  W  aterville. 

C<irresponding  Secretary,  W.  H.  Hobbs,  Portland. 

Treasurer,  Charles  A  Wing,  Winthrop. 

In  the  evening  the  spacious  church  was  well  filled.  Addresses 
of  welcome  were  made  by  Levi  Jones,  President  of  tbe  Winthrop 
Association,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Sylvester,  in  bebalf  of  the  Associations 
and  the  churches.  T.  H.  Hubbard  replied  in  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gates. The  prayer-meeting,  Thursday  morning,  from  sixtoseven, 
led  by  F.  A.  Smith,  of  Portland,  was  truly  refreshing.  The  re- 
ports of  the  Associations  indicate  increasing  activi  y ;  many  hold 
meetings  in  school  districts  and  neighboring  towns.  Discussion 
of  the  question,  "  How  shall  we  advance  Association  work  in  the 
State  t"  was  opened  by  Rev.  O.  M.  Cousen*,  of  Hallowell.  The 
discussion  was  continued  by  F.  L.  Dmgley,  of  Auburn ; 
Page,  of  Vassalboro,  and  others.  The  question,  "  Shall  we  con- 
fine our  eff  /rts  to  our  distinctive  work,  the  salvation  of  young 
men  V  was  discussed  by  many  of  tbe  delegates.  Mr.  Dmgley 
said,  "  I  believe  in  men  and  organization*  that  have  a  single  mo- 
tive, a  definite  aim,  and  who  hit  the  mark  every  time.  I  would 
have  the  Association  work  specially  for  young  men,  but  incident- 
ally for  all  classes."  H.  H.  Buruess,  of  Portland,  said,  "  The  plans 
formed  by  Associations  should  have  as  a  basis  the  salvation  of 
young  men."  Rev.  Mr.  Cousens  said,  "  The  Association  occupies 
a  place  that  no  other  religious  organization  fills,  and  its  chief  glory  is 
to  save  young  men."  Mr.  Cbase,  of  Portland,  recommended  the 
Associations  to  work  for  Christ,  in  fields  not  occupied  by  existing 
organizations.  Mr.  Jones  thought  our  object  should  be,  "  the 
salvation  of  all  the  unsaved."  On  the  quest  on,  "  Shall  the  Asso- 
ciation hold  religious  services  at  the  time  of  regular  church  ser- 
vice?" Rev.  Mr.  Bryant,  of  East- Winthrop,  summed  up  all  that 
need  be  said,  in  two  sentences :  "  In  the  appointment  of  meetings, 
no  set  rules  can  be  laid  down.  Let  there  betlie  exercise  of  a  little 
Christian  common-sense."  Mr.  Chase  presented  the  question, 
"  How  shall  we  raise  money  to  meet  the  expenses  of  our  work  ?'' 
Thursday  eveningthe church  was  crowded,  and  many  were  unable 
to  gain  admission.  The  question  discussed  waa,  "  What  is  the 
duty  of  our  Association  in  the  ttmperanoe  cause  V  Much  inter- 
est was  manifested,  and  the  meeting  was  a  profitable  one.  The 
early  morning  prayer-moeting,  Friday,  was  led  by  Col.  Wing, 
and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  afl  present.  Tbe  question,  "  What 
can  we  do  to  destroy  the  influence  of  publications  of  an  im- 
moral character t"  was  discussed  by  F.  W.  MrKinney,  J.  R. 
Learned,  and  W.  H.  Hobbs,  who  advocated  the  circulation  of  a 
pure  literature  in  the  form  of  tracts,  papers,  and  books,  and  tbe 
formation  of  libraries.    Use  the  law  as  a  last  resort. 

The  whole  number  of  delegates  was  ninety-seven.  Fifteen  As- 
sociations were  represented. 

The  next  convention  will  meet  in  Auburn. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  we  recognize  in  the  work  of  the  Yonng  Men's 
Christian  Association  an  essential  that  is  not  otherwise  supplied, 
and  furnishing  advantages  of  the  greatest  value  for  reachiuir.  and 
saving  young  men.  And  although  the  traits  of  this  cause  are  by 
no  means  confined  to  this  class,  yet  we  deem  such  a  specialty  suf- 
ficient to  commend  our  work  to  every  philanthropist,  as  well  as 
every  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  present  condition  of  the  Association  in  Main  a 
is  such  as  to  affoid  encouragement  for  the  proceeding  in  as  active 
operations  as  the  means  &  our  bands  will  permit. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  commend  to  the  Association*  that  are  so 
highly  favored  as  to  have*  superior  strength,  to  cooperate  with 
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neighboring  Associations  which  may  be  feeble,  giving  them  the 
right  arm  of  strength,  and  yielding  them  all  the  encouragement 
they  are  able. 

"Resolved,  That  daring  the  coming  year,  the  State  Executive 
Committee  be  hereby  appointed  to  the  duty  of  making  all  ar- 
rangements convenient  fur  supplying  such  men  and  means  as  of- 
fer to  Associations  that  need  help. 

"  Whereas,  The  reading  of  light,  flashy,  and  immoral  books  and 
papers  by  the  youth  of  our  State  is  a  waste  of  time,  tending  to 
dwarf  the  mind,  corrupt  the  imagination,  and  create  a  distaste  for 
all  works  of  a  pure  and  elevating  character,  especially  the  word 
of  God:  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  within  the  sphere  of  our  Associations  to  use 
every  effort  to  remedy  this  evil,  by  suppressing  the  sale  of  these 
works,  the  circulation  of  a  pure  literature,  and  other  means. 

"  Whereas,  While  we  hail  with  joy  the  progress  of  temperance 
in  our  State  for  the  few  months  past,  we  realize  the  necessity  of 
constant  vigilance  and  activity  in  order  to  make  the  work  perma- 
nent and  further  advance  it :  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  Christian  young  men,  and  the 
legitimate  work  of  our  Associations,  to  do  all  in  their  power  for 
the  promotion  of  temperance,  by  presenting  the  pledge,  conduct- 
ing temperance  meetings,  the  distribution  of  temperance  reading, 
aqd  in  other  ways. 

"  Whereas,  The  nse  of  tobacco  is  pernicious  in  its  effects,  and  is  a 
fruitful  source  of  ill-bealtb,  intemperance,  and  poverty ;  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  Christian  young  men  should  use  every  effort  by 
precept  and  example  to  ducourage  its  use  by  all  classes." 

W.  H.  Hobbs  was  elected  corresponding  member  of  the  General 
Executive  Committee.  This  Convention  was  considered  to  be  the 
best  ever  held  in  the  State.  The  Association  is  earning  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Christian  community  in  Maine,  and  is  increasing  in 
power  and  influence. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS. 

AT  FALL  BTVHB,  OCTOBBB  33-34. 
At  Fall  River,  a  State  Convention  of  rare  interest  was  last 
month  heartily  welcomed  and  hospitably  entertained.  No  meet- 
ing of  formal  welcome  was  held.  Instead  a  "  Kally"  of  delegates 
was  called  the  evening  (Oct.  88d)  before  the  Convention  assembled, 
and  in  song,  and  prayer,  and  conference,  the  brethren  learned  to 
know  one  another.  The  next  evening,  after  a  day  of  discussion, 
and  the  regular  night  session  from  7  to  9,  the  delegates  were  so- 
cially entertained  with  genuine  hospitality,  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
B.  K.  Remington.  It  was  a  happy  substitute  for  welcomes  of  the 
formal  speechifying  sort. 

The  following  permanent  organization  was  effected  Wednesday 
morning,  October  23d : 

President,    S.  C.  Bridgman,  of  Northampton. 

Vice-Presidents,  Dr.  Eddy,  Fall  Hiver ;  R  B.  Bell,  Orange ; 
Bussell  Stnrgis,  Jr.,  Boston ;  G.  C.  Whitney,  Worcester :  E.  P. 
Wood,  Lowell. 

Secretaries,  J.  H.  B.  Headley,  Amherst  College,  and  J.  C.  Had- 
dock, Fall  River. 

The  reports  of  the  Associations  formed  the  opening  and  most 
prominent  feature  of  the  sessions.  They  were  lively,  fresh  and 
suggestive.  They  gave  practical  tone  to  the  discussions  that 
followed,  calling  out  purely  home  and  local  talent,  and  the  warm 
glow  and  interest  pervading  all  the  exercises  were  associational, 
as  well  as  spiritual  and  instructive. 

Fall  River  reported  rooms  and  meetings,  so  attractive  to  em- 

?loyees  from  abroad  that  they  wrote  home  saying  that  but  for  the 
oung  Men's  Christian  Association  they  would  seek  employment 
elsewhere.  The  manufacturing  companies  here  are  willing  to 
be  taxed  $3  on  every  thousand  spindles,  for  the  support  of  the 
Association.  Boston  reports  religious  and  social  success  in  their 
new  building.  Lynn  has  a  building  fund  of  $25,000  and  active 
committees.  Worcester  has  a  "  Watchers'  Club,"  who  care  for 
any  needy  sick  persons  in  the  city,  and  have  been  greatly  blessed. 
Lowell  has  a  new  and  worthy  secretary,  Mr.  McCoy.  At  Mar- 
blehead  and  other  places,  tables  with  religious  and  good  secular 
reading  matter  have  been  pnt  in  the  railroad  depots.  All  these 
societies  are  active  in  open-air  and  other  religious  effort.  Many 
suggestive  features  of  the  work  were  thus  indicated.  ■ 

The  discussions  on  "  Committees,"  " Businessmen  and  their  em- 
ployees," and  "  How  to  reach  the  masses,"  were  all  thoroughly 
practical ;  the  experience  of  the  delegates  throwing  light  on  many 
point*  of  perplexity. 

The  devotional  and  spirit**!  temper  Of  the  Convention  was  very 
encouraging;  it  found  happy  expression  in  song  and  prayer. 
"What  is  it  to  be  a  Christian}"  was  responded  to  by  Russell 


Stnrgis,  Jr.,  of  Boston.  To  be  born  again  and  to  receive  Christ 
as  our  life,  controlling  every  thought,  desire,  and  act,  is  to  be  a 
Christian.  This  simple  truth  was  forcibly  presented  and  was  cor- 
dially echoed  in  the  discussion  that  followed. 

The  social  and  religious  work  was  emphasized.  R  C.  Morse, 
of  New-York,  gave  some  account  of  the  late  Conference  at  Am- 
sterdam of  the  Associations  of  all  lands. 

The  Report  of  the  State  Committee,  submitted  by  L.  P. 
Rowland,  Chairman,  indicated  progress  during  the  past  year ; 
107  Associations  are  now  on  the  roll  of  the  State.  Thirty-seven 
had  been  visited  last  winter  by  K.  A.  Bnrnell,  often  accom- 
panied by  members  of  the  Committee.  Conversions  at  every  place 
were  reported.  The  cost  had  been  about  $  1000,  half  of  which 
was  raised  during  the  tour.  The  Committee  asked  the  Conven- 
tion 'or  $700,  and  so  favorable  was  the  impression  made  by  the  re- 
port that  more  than  this  sum  was  speedily  subscribed.  Mr.  Rowland 
was  nominated  as  corresponding  member  for  the  State,  and  the 
following  Committee  chosen  for  the  year:  R.  K.  Remington,  Fall 
River ;  H.  M.  Moore,  Somerville ;  Russell  Stnrgis,  Jr.,  Boston ; 
C.  D.  Tucker,  Worcester;  S.  C.  Bridgman,  Northampton;  C.  P. 
Wellman,  Marblehead ;  O.  D.  Morse,  Springfield. 

The  closing  and  culminating  session  was  the  farewell  meeting 
on  Thursday  evening.  Many  testified  to  benefit  and  impulse  re- 
ceived. Mr.  Stnrgis  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  unconverted. 
Many  tarried  for  a  prayer-meeting,  and  here  several  rose  for  sym- 
pathy and  direction  in  the  way  of  life.  It  was  a  prayerful,  spirit- 
ual and  associational  Convention,  and  we  hope  to  publish  many 
good  results  flowing  from  it. 


SEVENTH  ANNUAL  CONVENTION   OF  CON- 
NECTICUT. 

AT  WATERBTJBY,  OCTOBBB  9-10. 

The  oldest  Association  in  Connecticut,  vigorously  sustained 
ever  since  its  organization,  fourteen  years  ago,  welcomed  this 
year  the  State  Convention.  One  hundred  delegates  from  nearly  a 
score  of  Associations  were  present.  The  condition  of  our  societies 
was  reported  by  Newton  Fuller,  Chairman,  and  C.  M.  Wilcox, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Committee,  and  abundantly  attests  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Mystic  Convention,  last  year,  in  voting  and  raising 
funds  to  promote  a  visitation  of  the  Associations.  The  State  Com- 
mittee used  the  small  sum  of  $800,  placed  in  their  hands,  with  care- 
ful enterprise.  Mr.  Wilcox  spent  ten  weeks  in  a  tour  throughout 
the  State,  accompanied  in  a  few  instances  by  R.  C.  Morse,  who 
acted  on  behalf  of  the  General  Executive  Committee  at  New- 
York.  Two  new  Associations  were  organized  at  Montville  and 
Stonington.  Thitty-flve  places  were  visited.  At  some  points  very 
little  was  accomplished,  but  the  increased  attendance  atWaterbury, 
as  well  as  the  reports  of  the  delegates,  and  the  tone  of  the  Conven- 
tion, showed  that  progress  has  been  made  the  past  y esJr.  More  than 
$500  was  promptly  subscribed  to  push  forward  the  State  work. 

After  an  opening  noon  prayer-meeting,  of  deep  interest,  the  Con- 
vention organized  by  choosing: 

President,  Dabney  Carr,  of  Bridgeport. 

Vice-Presidents,  S.  B.  Gwilllm,  Waterbury  ;  S.  E.  Root,  Bristol ; 
M.  C.  Hill,  Mystic ;  D.  Bartholomew,  Ansonia. 

Secretaries,  E.  W.  Mitchell,  Plantsville ;  Rev.  i.  Anderson, 
Waterbury. 

"  The  elements  of  power  in  Christian  work"  were  denned  to  be 
prayer,  the  word  of  God,  the  love  of  Christ,  and  the  love  of  souls. 
This  first  discussion  was  intensely  practical. 

The  Welcome-meeting,  Wednesday  evening,  was  a  model  in  its 
way.  The  sad  tendency  to  talk  welcome  and  to  overdo  it  in  the 
talking  was  avoided.  After  a  fitting  welcome  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens,  from  Charles  Benedict,  Rev.  E.  G.  Boetwick,  in  speak- 
ing for  the  churches  of  Waterbury,  took  occasion  to  define  admir- 
ably the  relation  of  the  Association  to  the  Church,  warmly  advo- 
cating the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  This  gave  a  seri- 
ous practical  torn  to  the  welcome-meeting.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
devote  one  session  of  every  Convention  entirely  to  speeches  of 
welcome,  by  all  means  let  us  infuse  into  a  portion  of  the  ad- 
dresses some  such  practical  phase  of  the  Association  work.  This 
hearty  advocacy  of  our  societies,  of  their  harmony  with,  and 
helpfulness  to  the  churches,  was  echoed  many  times  during  the 
Convention  with  unusual  warmth  and  unanimity.  B.  B.  Gwil- 
lim  extended  a  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  Association  in  Water- 
bury, of  which  he  is  President ;  and  responses  were  then  listened 
to  from  Rev.  Mr.  Eastman,  of  Plantsville;  Newton  Fuller,  of 
New-London ;  and  O.  S.  Bailey,  of  Mystic  Bridge. 

"  What  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  intended  to 
accomplish,  and  what  it  has  accomplished,"  was  discussed  by 
R  C.  Morse,  of  New- York,  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Execu- 
tive Committee,  special  emphasis  being  laid  on  the  work  by  and 
for  young  men,  as  the  leading  aim  of  the  society.  L.  8.  Davia, 
of  Waterbury,  Rev.  Wm.  Brown,  of  Goshen,  and  G.  W. 


1878.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


191 


junta,  of  New-Haven,  followed,  urging  the  importance  of  this 
work. 

Stephen  Walkley,  of  Plantsvllle,  showed  veiy  dearly  how 
in  "  a  religions  work"  the  Association  united  and  trained  Chris- 
tian young  men  in  efficient  activity  in  the  service  of  Chiist.  H 
W.  Keeler,  of  Waterbury,  showed  how  the  Association  pro- 
moted unity  among  Christians,  and  was  useful  in  departments  of 
effort  outside  of  specific  work  for  young  men. 

The  work  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  was  the  topic  of 
the  afternoon.  What  had  been  effected  the  past  year  with  the  $300 
voted  at  Mystic  in  November,  1871,  was  repotted  as  already  no- 
ticed. It  was  decided  to  raise  $  1000  to  continue  and  extend  the  work 
of  visitation.  More  than  $300  was  subscribed  on  the  spot.  The 
importance  of  the  work  was  deeply  felt.  This  sentiment  and 
action  of  the  Convention  will,  we  are  confident,  under  the  bless 
tag  of  the  Master,  prove  fruitful  in  good  influence  upon  the  cause 
throughout  the  State.  Concerning  "  the  social  and  secular  means 
adopted  to  counteract  the  tendency  of  young  men  to  vicious  hab- 
its," W.  E.  Benham,  President  of  the  Meriden  Association, 
spoke.  The  reading-room,  library,  and  lyceum  he  advocated,  reject- 
ing games  of  chance  and  evil  influence,  and  emphasizing,  as  of 
first,  indispensable,  and  overshadowing  importance,  the  religious 
work.  Nothing  can  supersede  the  old  method  of  talking,  preach- 
ing, praying,  and  living  the  gospel. 

The  report*  from  Association*,  which  were  listened  to  at 
various  times  during  the  sessions,  were  more  encouraging  than 
we  heard  a  year  ago.  In  many,  a  fresh,  aggressive  work  prevails. 
At  other  places  the  brethren  encounter  difficulties,  but  are  full  of 
courage  and  earnestness,  while  may  delegates  return  home  with 
spirit  awakened  and  seal  quickened  to  labor  as  never  before  in 
the  cause  of  Christ. 

This  blessing  of  the  Convention  upon  the  delegates  individu- 
ally was  very  perceptible  at  the  farewell  meeting.  Rev.  A.  B. 
Burdlck,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  spoke  earnestly  of  the  supreme  im- 
portance of  personal  spiritual  effort  for  the  souls  of  men.  With 
the  power  of  the  Spirit  within  us  through  prayer,  we  must  seek 
men  one  by  one,  and  win  them  to  Christ.  Opportunity  was  then 
given  the  delegates  to  state  very  briefly  the  results  to  them  of 
this  season  of  fraternal  conference.  As  one  after  another  rose  to  state 
what  had  been  specially  impressed  on  his  mind  and  heart,  it  be 
came  evident  that  each  and  ail  had  received  new  impulse  toward 
personal  work  for  Christ  among  young  men.  We  separated  full 
of  gratitude  for  this  blessing  of  hqpe  and  courage  for  the  future. 


influence  f '  and  "  What  qualifications  do  we  require  to  fit  us  for  the 
work  of  reaching  and  leading  to  the  Saviour  the  young  men  of 
our  towns  Vv  were  considered  together.  The  discussion  was  open- 
ed by  D.  P.  Goodhue,  followed  by  Jo»eph  H&rdle,  B.  D.  Cross. 
R.  C.  Keeble,  C.  W.  Hooper,  P.  G.  Wood,  J.  B.  Cowan,  and  R.  M. 
Moore.  Many  practical  thoughts  and  useful  suggestions  were 
brought  out  by  this  discussion.  It  was  deddrd  that  a  consistent 
Christian  life  was  the  best  qualification  a  young  man  could  have 
to  fit  him  to  reach  and  influence  his  unconverted  associates. 

Alabama  is  moving  rapidly  toward  the  front  in  Association 
work.  The  discussions  at  this  first  Convention  indicated  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  purposes  of  the  Association  which  is  truly  encourag- 
ing to  veterans  in  the  field. 


FIRST  CONVENTION  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 
OF  ALABAMA. 

AT  8BLMA,  SEPTEMBER  5-7. 

The  Convention  assembled  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association,  and 
was  called  to  order  by  H.  L.  McKee,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  and  Corresponding  Member  of  the  International 
Executive  Committee.  John  Little,  Jr.,  was  elected  temporary 
Chairman,  and  G.  L.  Waller,  Secretary.  Thirty-five  delegates 
from  five  Associations,  and  six  corresponding  members  from  three 
towns  having  no  Associations  were  present.  At  a  meeting  held  in 
the  evening,  i  n  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  the  following  per- 
manent officers  were  elected : 

President,  N.  D.  Cross,  Selma. 

Vice-President*,  J.  M  Jeffries,  TJniontown;  John  Little,  Jr., 
Tuscaloosa :  D.  P.  Goodhue,  Marlon. 

Secretaries,  J.  B.  Townley,  Jacksonville,  and  G.  L.  Waller, 
Selma. 

Addresses  of  welcome  were  delivered  by  H.  L.  McKee,  H.  H. 
Stewart,  and  Sumpter  Lea.  These  were  responded  to  by  W.  L. 
Baker,  J.  M.  Jeffries,  D.  P.  Goodhue,  and  John  B.  Kennedy. 

This  meeting  was  large,  and  much  interest  was  manifested. 

The  first  topic,  '"What  is  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
and  what  is  it  intended  to  accomplish  V  wa<  ably  discussed  by 
H.  L.  McKee  and  James  W.  Lapley,  Selma ;  R.  M.  Moore,  Calera, 
and  others. 

A  State  Executive  Committee  was  appointed,  composed  of  H. 
L.  McKee,  H.  H.  Stewart,  Selma ;  John  R.  Kennedy,  Tuscaloosa ; 
D.  P.  Goodhue,  Marion,  and  J.  M.  Jeffries,  Uniontown. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  another  Convention  on  the  second  Friday 
in  May  next. 

The  subject  "  Are  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  needed 
in  small  towns;  if  so,  how  shall  they  be  organized,  aud  how 
conducted  V  was  presented  by  Joseph  Hardie.  Others  followed, 
and  all  seemed  convinced  that  Associations  are  much  needed,  and 
that  their  organization  is  practicable  in  all  the  towns  and  cities 
of  the  Bute. 

The  two  topics, "  How  can  we  best  reach  the  young  mm  In 
our  cities  and  towns,  now  to  all  appearances  outside  .of  religious 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The    Carlisle   (Pa.)    Convention. 

BTVIATOB. 

Pennsylvania  brings  to  the  front  a  corps  of  workers  she  need 
never  fear  to  own.  The  names  of  Andrews  and  Babe  and  Wan- 
amaker  and  Jennings— but  I  fear  to  go  further,  lest  I  fill  up  the 
page  with  names,  and  yet  be  charged  with  making  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. I  was  going  to  say  that  these  names  are  becoming 
household  words.  We  take  them  to  our  hearts,  and  go  out  to 
them  in  our  memories,  because  they  teach  us  what  a  life  of  devo- 
ted consecration  may  do  for  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  attend  many  similar  conventions, 
but  none  that  compared  to  the  one  at  Carlisle  in  its  deep-toned 
spirituality.  It  was  the  special  feature  of  the  prayer-meetings,  and 
in  the  business-meetings  it  ran  all  through  them  in  an  undertone 
that  would  frequently  swell  out  in  higher  notes,  as  much  as  to 
say  that  it  was  master  of  the  occasion,  and  would  take  frequent 
opportunity  of  asserting  its  claim. 

For  two  days  and  a  half,  upward  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
young  men,  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  kept  sweet  fellowship 
around  the  cross  of  Christ,  and  told  each  other  "  what  of  the 
night,"  and  of  the  "  glory  of  the  kingdom."  There  was  no  lifting 
up  of  names  save  the  "  nune  that  is  above  all  others/'  and  because 
He  was  thus  uplifted,  the  universal  expression  was  that  we  had 
been  drawing  very  near  .to  Him. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  convey  a  true-description  of  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Convention,  or  the  power  and  point  of  the  speeches, 
unless  you  could  print  the  speaker  and  the  tones  of  the  living 
voice  along  with  what  he  says.  The  report  of  the  Convention 
has  been  issued  in  pamphlet  form,  and  will  be  sent  to  all  the  As- 
sociations of  the  State,  and  can  be  obtained  by  all  who  feel  inter- 
ested by  addressing  the  State  Secretary  at  Pittsburg. 

The  generous  hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  Carlisle  will  be  held 
In  grateful  remembrance  by  all  the  delegates,  and  the  impulse  of 
the  Convention  has  gone  to  the  furthermost  parts  of  the  State, 
with  a  quickening  that  brings  to  us  cheering  accounts  of  the  prog- 
ress of  the  work.  If  there  was  one  promiie  more  than  another 
that  seemed  to  be  verified  at  Carlisle  it  was  that "  they  that  wait 
upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength." 

One  hundred  organizations  are  at  work  in  the  State,  and  we  give 
no  roseate  coloring  when  we  say  that  the  great  majority  are  per- 
severingly  and  healthfully  at  work,  with  the  seal  of  God's  favor 
on  their  labors. 

A  few  organizations  have  become  disbanded  through  lack  of 
sympathy,  or  funds,  or  heart,  or  some  other  of  the  multitude  of 
ills  that  prey  upon  the  life  of  any  organisation  that  proposes  so 
unselfish  an  end. 

The  knowledge  of  this  duly  served  as  a  spur  to  greater  effort, 
and  the  foundations  of  the  "  State  work"  were  made  even  deeper 
and  broader  than  last  year,  both  with  men  and  funds.  It  was  de- 
cided to  create  fifteen  districts  in  the  State  instead  of  six,  as  had 
previously  existed,  and  to  select  an  Executive  Committee  of  six- 
teen members,  consisting  of  one  from  each  district,  with  our  genial 
and  devoted  chairman,  H.  K.  Porter,  of  Pittsburg. 

The  names  of  the  members,  with  their  districts,  are  as  follows : 

1st  District.  John  Wanamaker,  Philadelphia.  It  is  composed 
of  the  following  counties :  Philadelphia,  Cheater,  Delaware,  Bucks, 
Montgomery. 
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2d  District.  No  selection  yet.  Composed  of  Northampton,  Le- 
high, Carbon,  Monroe. 

8d  District.  Dr.  Thos.  McCune,  Scranton.  Luzerne,  Columbia, 
Wayne,  and  Pike  counties. 

4th  District.  W.  H.  Jessup,  Montrose.  Composed  of  Susque- 
hanna, Bradford,  Tioga,  Wyoming:. 

6th  District.  No  selection.  Composed  of  Lycoming,  Sullivan, 
Montour,  Northumberland,  Union,  Snyder,  Potter. 

6th  District.  Jas.  McCormick,  Jr.,  Barrlsburg.  Composed  of 
Berks,  Schuylkill,  Lebanon,  and  Dauphin  counties. 

7th  District.  D.  E.  Small,  York.   Adams,  and  Lancaster  counties. 

8th  District.  Andrew  Blair,  Carlisle.  Cumberland.  Franklin, 
and  Fulton  counties. 

9th  District.  No  selection.  Huntingdon,  Juniata,  Mifflin,  Per- 
ry, and  Bedford  counties. 

10th  District.  Jas.  A.  Beaver,  Bellefonte.  Centre,  Clinton,  Clear- 
field, and  Cameron  counties.  - 

11th  District.  Dr.  C  Sheridan,  Johnstown.  Blair,  Cambria, 
and  Indiana  counties. 

12th  District.  E.W.Matthews,  Foxburg.  Clarion,  Armstrong, 
Butler,  and  Jefferson  counties. 

18th  District.  Wm.  Frew,  Pittsburg.  Alleghany,  Washington, 
Westmoreland,  Beaver,  Fayette,  Greene,  and  Somerset  counties, 

14th  District.  J.  C.  Brown,  West-Greenville.  Mercer,  Venan- 
go, and  Lawrence  counties. 

15th  District.  B.  S.  Moffat,  Erie.  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  For- 
est, and  McKean  counties. 

The  Executive  Committee  will  meet  on  Tuesday,  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, at  2  o'clock  p.m.,  at  Williamsport,  to  elect  members  of  the 
Committee  from  the  vacant  districts,  and  to  consider  and  mature 
plans  for  the  prosecution  of  the  State  work.  Bev.  S.  A.  Taggart, 
State  Secretary,  and  Prof.  Wm.  Johnson,  of  Philadelphia,  with  the 
members  of  the  Committee  in  their  respective  districts,  expect  to 
resume  the  work  of  holding  local  conventions  and  visitation  meet- 
ings throughout  the  State,  commencing  about  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  continuing,  with  as  little  interruption  as  possible,  till  the 
1st  of  June. 

[Tub  Committee  will  notify  the  various  Associations  of  their 
appointments  by  means  of  a  circular,  from  which  we  make  the 
following  extracts. — Ed.] 

"  The  design  of  these  meetings  is  to  give  and  receive  encourage- 
ment and  instruction  in  that  part  of  our  Master's  work  in  which 
our  Associations  are  engaged — to  stimulate  (as  far  as  possible) 
those  who  have  never  engaged  in  it,  and  to  consider  such  plans  as 
may  be  thought  to  increase  the  usefulness  and  permanency  of  our 
organizations. 

"  In  arranging  these  meetings,  the  Executive  Committee  would 
respectfully  suggest — 

"1st.  That  your  Association  appoint  a  committee  to  arrange  a 
programme  of  exercises,  to  invite  brethren  from  neighboring  As- 
sociations to  come  prepared  to  take  part,  and  especially  to  endeav- 
or to  secure  representatives  from  your  neighboring  towns  and  com- 
munities where  no  organizations  exist. 

"2d.  Among  the  topics  to  be  selected,  the  following  are  sug- 
gested :  *  The  encouragements  in  our  work  ,**  '  The  best  means  of 
enlisting  new  workers ;' '  Neighborhood  prayer-meetings  ;'  'Open- 
air  meetings;*  '  Praise-meetings  f  Bible-classes ;'  '  Personal  work 
for  Christ ;'  '  Personal  consecration  to  Christ.' 

"  3d.  It  is  suggested  that  the  meetings  in  day-time  have  a  more 
definite  bearing  upon  our  work,  and  at  night  partake  of  a  more 
general  character.  Take  every  opportunity,  through  the  press 
and  pulpit,  to  give  extensive  notice  of  the  meetings,  and  give  a 
hearty  invitation  to  every  one  to  attend. 

"  Let  special  prayer  be  offered  by  you  as  an  Association,  and  as 
individuals,  for  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  these  meetings." 


A    Successful   Association. 

Ebsktwe  TJhx,  corresponding  member  of  the  International  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  for  New- York,  after  a  visit  to  the  Toronto  As- 
sociation, says : 

"  I  need  not  stop  to  speak  of  their  fine  building  now  erecting, 
for  such  evidences  of  tnaerial  prosperity  are  becoming  compar- 
atively common,  nor  of  their  mission-meetings  and  labors  in  the 
Bethel  and  elsewhere  among  the  sailors ;  but  I  want  to  tell  the 
readers  of  the  Monthly  about  their  work  for  young  men some- 
thing we  all  talk  about  so  much,  and  do  so  little. 


"  Every  Tuesday  evening,  the  year  round,  they  have  a  literary 
entertainment,  consisting  very  often  of  essays  or  lectures  from 
their  own  members,  who  thus  have  their  own  mental  faculties  cul- 
tured, while  imparting  information  and  enjoyment  to  others. 

"Ou  Saturday  evenings,  they  hold  their  young  men's  prayer- 
meetings,  and  on  Sunday  afiernoons  their  Bible-class. 

"  For  an  hour  before  each  of  theeogathcrings,  devoted  members 
of  the  Association  take  their  stand  on  the  streets,  some  of  tbem 
several  blocks  away,  in  order  to  occupy  positions  where  larger 
numbers  of  young  men  gather,  and  offer  every  paa*er  tracts  and 
printed  invitations,  accompanied  with  personal  eolicitmi  >ns  to  visit 
the  rooms.  The  programmes  for  the  lectures  for  <acU  quarter, 
which  are  likely  to  be  kept  and  frequently  referred  to,  are  printed 
on  the  back  of  one-page  tracts. 

'•  By  such  invitations  as  thesa  some  entire  strangers  are  brought 
into  the  rooms  at  every  gathering,  where  they  are  invariably  met 
with  cordiality  ;  and  several  members  are  always  at  the  door  when 
the  meeting  is  dismissed,  who  shake  hands  with  every  stranger, 
and  urge  him  to  make  himself  at  home  among  them. 

"  At  the  prayer-meeting  that  I  attended,  over  one  hundred  young 
men  were  present,  and  the  hour  was  all  too  short  for  the  earnest 
petitions  and  the  words  of  Christian  experience  and  counsel.  Be- 
fore it  closed,  eight  young  men  requested  an  interest  in  the  prayer* 
of  the  meeting; 

"But  I  was  particularly  interested  by  the  Bible-class,  at  which 
about  sixty  were  present.  After  it  was  opened  with  devotional 
exercises,  including  the  responsive  reading  of  an  appropriate  chap- 
ter, the  leader,  in  a  simple  and  conversational  manner,  expressed 
his  views  on  the  lesson,  verifying  them  by  many  scriptural  refer- 
ences and  illustrations,  and  at  the  same  time  drew  out  the  opin- 
ions of  the  class,  encouraging  tbem  in  questions  and  remarks  of 
their  own.  Every  topic  was  thoroughly  discussed,  objections  met, 
and  a  clear  and  distinct  impression  left  upon  the  mind.  The  hour 
was  spent  just  as  it  professed  to  be — by  a  class  studying  the  Bible 
together,  not  listening  to  a  lecture  or  an  exhortation.  I  was  struck 
with  the  unsensational  character  of  the  whole  exercise,  which 
showed  very  plainly  that  the  close  attention  of  a  mixed  body 
of  young  men  can  be  secured  by  a  simple  exposition  of  the  word 
of  God. 

"  These  meetings  have  been  maintained  with  equal  numbers  and 
interest  throughout  the  intense  heat  of  the  summer,  made  the 
worse  by  the  low  ceilings  and  narrow  walls  of  their  present  quar- 
ters, and  there  is  every  prospect  that  they  will  be  throoged  as  the 
season  advances,  and  the  new  rooms  open  for  their  reception. 

"  I  trust  that  as  time  goes  on  more  of  our  Associations  will  sdopt 
like  plans  of  earnest  individual  effort  and  close  dependence  on  the 
word  of  God." 

This  communication  contains  an  invaluable  lesson  on  "  How  to 
teach  a  Bible-Class,"  which  our  Associations  will  do  well  to  study 
practically.  ^^^^^^ 

Symptoms  of  Prosperity. 

William  Welsh,  President  of  the  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Association, 
makes  the  following  pleasing  statement : 

"  Our  Association  is  prospering ;  the  work  is  being  carried  on  by 
a  few  earnest  workers  with  great  vigor,  and,  under  God's  blessing, 
much  good  results  Irom  the  efforts  put  forth.  We  are  pushing  on 
our  building ;  it  will  be  roofed  in  by  the  middle  of  November." 

Bev.  Mb.  Mauling,  of  Toronto,  in  a  communication  dated  Octo- 
ber 5th,  says :  "  Our  building  is  going  on  bravely  here,  mostly  cov- 
ered in."  Those  Associations  that  plead  St.  Paul's  example  as  an 
excuse  for  living  in  hired  houses,  should  remember  that  example 
only  holds  good  for  two  yean.  Just  long  enough  for  them  to 
build. 

W.  H.  Hobbb,  corresponding  member  of  the  International  Exec- 
utive Committee  for  Maine,  in  a  communication  to  the  editor  of  the 
Monthly,  makes  the  following  pleasing  announcement : 

"  The  Convention  held  last  month  at  Winthrop  has  exerted  a 
good  influence.    There  are  prospects  that  a  revival  will  follow." 

Let  us  put  our  trust  in  the  Lord,  take  courage,  and  go  forworn  _ 

H.  L.  McEeb,  corresponding  member  for  Alabama,  says :  "  On 
the  5th  of  September,  the  first  Convention  of  the  Associations  of 
this  State  was  held  in  the  city  of  Selma.  I  anticipate  much  pleas- 
ure from  the  work  begun,  and  which  we  propose  to  extend  all  over 
the  State.  We  expect  to  have  another  meetingln  the  spring.  I 
hope  to  give  you  our  plans  soon  for  developing  the  work  in  Ala- 
bama this  winter." 

Ex-President  Lucius  P.  Goddard.iu  a  letter  to  the  publisher 
of  the  Monthly,  dated  September  26th,  says : 

"The  Worcester  Association  contemplates  active  work  the- com- 
ing season.    Joshua  R,  Freeman,  of  Clinton,  has  been  engaged  as 
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paid  Sectary,  to  commence  Ms  labor*  October  1st    We  have 
about  $3000  aa  the  nucleus  of  a  building  fund." 

This  Association  ordinarily  sustains  eight  or  ten  regular  meet- 
ings at  out-stations,  besides  open-air  services  in  the  summer,  and 
the  meetings  at  the  rooms.    It  is  constant  in  well-doing. 

Geoboe  A.  Youno,  corresponding  member  for  Ontario,  writing 
ill  ragard  to  the  Provincial  Convention  held  at  Belleville,  says  : 

"  It  was  a  most  profitable  and  interesting  meeting.  The  attend- 
ance was  good,  and  all  seemed  animated  with  one  desire — to  know 
how  the  work  ot  our  Associations  may  be  moot  efficiently  carried 
on  and  extended.  The  promptness  with  which  funds  were  sub- 
scribed for  the  work  of  the  ensuing  year  shows  that  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work  is  folly  realized ;  and  I  trust  that  the  report  of 
proceedings,  when  issued,  will  show  that  Ontario  and  Quebec  are 
doing  something  to  help  on  the  cause  so  dear  to  all  our  hearts." 

The  corresponding  member  for  Massachusetts,  L.  P.  Bow- 
land,  in  the  circular  to  the  Associations  calling  the  Sixth  Annual 
Convention,  which  has  just  been  held  at  Fall  River,  reports  that 
"  the  year  now  closing  has  been  one  of  steady  progress."  He  says : 
"The  Association  Monthly,  published  by  the  International 
Execotive  Committee,  is  worthy  of  our  support,  ft  is  now  in  iis 
third  volume,  and  has  improved  greatly  each  month.  Christian  men 
and  women  should,  by  their  subscriptions,  make  it  what  it  can  be, 
the  best  kind  of  a  paper  for  Christian  young  men  in  the  country." 
And  he  requests  each  Association  to  instruct  its  delegates  how  to 
acton  certain  important  business  questions,  such  as  ''How  much 
will  you  contribute  toward  the  expenses  of  the  Suite  Committee 
for  carrying  on  the  work  the  coming  year  t"  If  each  Association 
would  do  this,  in  regard  to  the  International  as  well  as  State 
Conventions,  much  embarrassment  would  be  avoided.  Associa- 
tions are  morally  and  legally  bound  by  the  action  of  their  dele- 
gates, and  it  would  be  well  to  give  them  definite  instructions,  par- 
ticularly on  financial  questions. 

John  McMtjbhan,  Vice-President  of  the  Hightstown  Associa- 
tion, and  also  Vice-President  of  the  State  Association,  sends  the 
following  good  news  from  his  own  field,  and  from  the  State  Con- 
vention : 

"Hightstown,  N.  J.,  October  15th,  1878. 

"  To  the  Editor  or  the  association  Monthly  :  You  will  be 

S leased  to  learn  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
i  this  village,  instituted  three  years  ago,  is  doing  well.  We 
have  had  an  increase  of  the  library,  and  an  accession  of  young 
men,  who  are  devoting  themselves  to  the  work.  We  have 
held  several  out-door  meetings  in  pleasant  groves,  in  connection 
with  Sunday-schools,  to  good  advantage.  The  gatherings  were 
large,  and  a  holy  feeling  pervaded  them.  The  sixth  annuul  State 
Convention  of  the  Associations  was  held  here  September  18th  and 
19th.  We  were  favored  with  the  attendance  of  many  warm-hearted 
friends  and  excellent  workers.  Such  meetings  tend  to  build  us 
up,  and  infuse  new  life  into  our  organizations.  The  Convention 
was  truly  a  devotional  one.  Many  expressed  their  thanks  to  God 
for  such  heavenly  and  delightful  meetings.  We  were  cheered  by 
the  zeal  and  good  counsel  of  the  delegates.  Long  shall  we  cher- 
ish the  good  feelings  produced  by  this  Convention.  We  only  re- 
gret that  more  delegates  were  ngt  present. 

"  Enclosed,  I  send  you  my  annual  subscription  for  the  MONTHLY 
I  hope  it  will  bave  a  greater  circulation.  1  believe,  from  all  l  can 
learn,  that  it  has  already  accomplished  great  good  in  the  land." 


Mississippi     Reports    a    New    Association. 

P.  W.  Mebbin,  editor  of  the  Water  Valley  Courier,  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Water  Val  ley  Association,  in  a  letter  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  says :  "Our  Association  was  organ- 
ized on  the  first  of  July  last.  We  now  number  about  eighty  mem- 
bers ;  two-thirds  of  these  are  active  members.  We  have  fitted  up 
a  suito  of  rooms  which  are  convenient  and  comfortable.  We  have 
a  tolerably  fair  library,  and  a  pretty  good  supply  of  current  read- 
ing matter." 

Beware  of  Able-bodied  Young  Men  who  rather  Beg 
than  Dig. — L.  P.  Rowland,  General  Secretary  of  the  Boston 
Association,  who  knows  whereof  he  speaks,  advises  the  benevolent 
to  beware  of  a  certain  blue-eyed,  large-mouthed  youog  man,  who 
Is,  or  pretends  to  be,  very  deaf,  and  who  claims  to  have  rendered 
much  service  to  Associations  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Like 
a  stump-politician,  he  strolls  from  one  place  to  another,  rehearses 
bis  threadbare  story,  and  takes  all  he  can  induce  any  one  to  loan 
him. 


Ml  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

taenia  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topics  will  fee 
specially  welcome  t 

1.  New  features  In  the  work.  2.  New*  of  Conventions. 
3.  Interesting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  of  Aa- 
■oclatlons  In  the  local  press.  1.  In  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

fST  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociation* or  meetings  should  be  seat  to  the  9IONTHLV 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining: notices  should  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  aa  pub- 
lished. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Meriden. — The  Meriden  Association  has  secured  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  $1300,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  its  library, 
and  improving  its  rooms. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  September,  the  following  officers  were 
elected: 

President,  W.  E.  Benham. 

First  Vice-President,  F.  G.  Otis. 

Second  Vice-President,  Geo  R.  Wilmot. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Wm.  H.  Babb. 

Recording  Secretary,  J.  P.  Parker. 

Treasurer,  C.  L.  Rockwell. 

Librarian,  A.  G.  Scranton. 

The  receipts  of  the  Association  for  the  year  past  were  something 
over  $1000,  and  the  expenses  a  little  less  ;  so,  fortunately,  the  treas- 
ury owes  no  man  anything  except  thanks. 

New-Haven.— During  the  week  the  American  Board  of  Com- 
missioners for  Foreign  Missions  was  in  session  at  New-Haven,  the 
meetings  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  were  thronged, 
and  were  exceedingly  interesting. 


DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 

Washington. — A  class  for  training  Christian  workers  has 
been  organized  by  the  Washington  Association.  It  is  intended 
for  all,  but  especially  for  young  Christians  who  desire  Instruction 
in  the  various  methods  of  Christian  work.  The  course  comprises 
three  lectures  a  week  for  ten  weeks.  The  clasi  is  open  to  both 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  but  is  limited  to  two  hundred. 

Many  Christians  do  comparatively  little  religious  work,  merely 
because  they  do  not  know  what  to  do.  This  class  is  destined  to 
meet  the  needs  of  such.  The  lecturers  are  well-known  working 
Christians,  whose  examples  enforce  their  precepts. 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago. — Some  six  months  ago  the  Association  appointed  a 
committee  to  take  charge  of "  depot  work."  The  following  ex- 
tracts are  from  a  recent  report  of  this  committee  : 

"  We  have  put  up  twenty  racks  or  boxes  in  the  different  depots, 
and  kept  them  continually  filled.  During  this  time  we  nave 
scattered  wholly  by  these  twenty  '  silent  distributors,'  as  follows : 
5 Bibles;  125  Testaments;  40  Temperance  Almanacs ;  20  Family 
Christian  Almanacs,  and  over  900,000  p»<*es  of  Gospel  truth  in 
tract  form,  as  follows :  Everybody's  Tj.vr,  '£000  copies ;  Heavenly 
Tidings,  1000;  Glad  Tidings,  14,800;  American  Tract  Society's 
32mo  Tracts,  103  000  pages;  Celebrated  " DubHa  Tracts,  686.000 
pages.  This  work  requires  time,  labor,  and  money ;  the  two  first 
are  given  gratuitously  by  the  young  met:  engaged  in  this  '  labor 
of  love,'  but  the  demand  for  reading-malter  has  been  so  great 
as  to  entirely  exhaust  our  funds,  and  we  are  now  greatly  in 
need  of  means  to  continue  the  prosecution  of  tikis  work.  We  ap. 
peal  to  you,  reader,  for  funds ;  any  amount,  largo  or  small,  will  fid 
thankfully  received  and  judiciously  expended." 


INDIANA. 

New- Albany. —Ax  the  regular  meeting  in  September,  thle 
Association  received  eight  active  members.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President.  Jacob  K.  Waltz. 

Vice-President,  Prof.  Wm.  M.  May. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  James  H.  Guest. 

Recording  Secretary,  John  H  Johnston. 

Treasurer,  Harvey  S.  Davisgitized  by  ' 
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MAINE. 

Auburn. — The  Auburn  Association  hag  75  active  and  ai  many 
associate  members ;  a  library  of  8000  volumes ;  a  reading-room, 
open  evenings  ;  and  a  building  fund  of  $8000.  It  holds  meetings 
at  tbe  jail  and  poor-house. 

Portland,— Thia  Association  has  two  hundred  active  and  near- 
ly a  hundred  associate,  sustaining,  and  life  members.  It  has  6000 
volumes  in  its  library,  and  a  reading-room,  open  day  and  evening. 
It  maintains  three  Sunday-schools  and  several  prayer-meetings. 

WatervilU.— The  meetings  of  the  Association  are  well  at- 
tended.   Interest  in  the  work  is  increasing. 

Wayne. — Delegates  go  ont  from  this  Association  and  hold 
meetings  in  neighboring  towns; 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston.— The  Boston  Association  has  a  membership  of  nearly 
1600,  and  is  exerting  a  powerful  influence  in  the  city,  in  every  de- 
partment of  Christian  labor. 

Cambridgeport. — The  Associations  of  Boston  and  vicinity 
held  their  quarterly  meeting  at  Cambridgeport.  The  question, 
"  How  can  the  Association  best  preserve  the  sanctity  of  the  Sab- 
bath 1"  was  discussed.    A  praise-meeting  closed  the  session. 

Gardner. — The  Association  at  Gardner  has  received  a  bequest 
of  $2000  from  the  late  C.  W.  Bush. 

Lynn. — The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was 
held  October  2d,  The  President's  report  was  1  istened  to  with  close 
attention.  It  contained  much  interesting  information.  Great  inter- 
est was  manifested  in  the  question  of  opening  the  rooms  and  li- 
brary Sundays.  It  was  voted  to  give  the  directors  power  to  open 
the  rooms  under  such  judicious  stipulations  as  they  should  consid- 
er best  for  the  interests  of  the  Association,  and  the  Christian  work 
In  which  the  members  are  engaged. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held  at  the  rooms  of 
the  Association,  and  an  organization  effected  by  choice  of  tho  fol- 
lowing officers : 

President,  Howard  L.  Porter. 

TicePresident,  J.  Augustus  Newhall. 

Cor responding  Secretary,  Thomas  Wood. 

Treasurer,  Warren  M.  Breed. 

Auditor,  Charles  H.  Delnow. 

MICHIGAN. 

Holland. — The  religious  young  men  of  the  colony  of  Holland 
have  recently  been  united  in  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 
The  corner-stone  of  a  new  building  for  the  Association  was  re- 
cently laid,  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Water  Valley.— Tho  following  are  the  officers  of  the  new 
Association  recently  organised  in  this  city : 

Pretident,  F.  W.  Merrin. 

Vice-Presidents,  H.  L.  Duncan,  J.B.  Tolleson, J. C.  Boblnson,  W. 
W.  DeHart,  G.  M.  Terguson. 

Recording  Secretary,  J.  Q  Morrison. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  T.  J.  McFarland. 

Treasurer,  Dr.  C.  Montgomery. 

Librarian,  T.  H.  Granberry. 

NEW-JERSEY. 

Newark. — The  young  men  of  Newark  are  prosecuting  their 
new  building  enterprise  with  energy.  Their  plans  unite  economy, 
convenience,  and  beauty.  The  Association  deserves  encourage- 
ment. 

NEW-YOBK. 

Brother's  Falls.— A  new  Association  has  recently  been  or- 
ganized here. 

Brooklyn.— The  new  rooms  of  the  Brooklyn  Association  are 
on  the  corner  of  Fulton-avenue  and  Gallatin-place.  Fine  stores 
occupy  the  ground  floor  of  the  building.  A  broad  staircase  leads 
from  the  entrance  on  G&llatin-place  to  the  reception-room.  The 
Directors'  room,  Secretary's  office,  prayer-meeting  room,  and  la- 
dies' parlor,  are  on  the  first  floor  above  the  stores.  But  the  prin- 
cipal room  on  this  floor  is  the  library  and  reading-room.     It  is 


46x61  feet,  and  is  furnished  with  black-walnut  bookcases,  p*per> 
flles,  and  tables.  The  lecture-hall  occupies  much  of  the  second 
and  third  stories.  It  is  46x105  feet,  and  is  capable  of  accommo- 
dating about  1200  persons.  The  remainder  of  the  second  *nd  third 
floors  is  devoted  to  spacious  and  well-arranged  class-rooms.  Bat 
a  brief  outline  sketch  like  this  conveys  no  idea  of  the  con  veniency 
and  elegance  of  these  apartments.  No  Association-man  should 
pass  through  Brooklyn  without  seeing  them.  The  gentlemanly 
and  obliging  Assistant  Secretary,  Geo.  T.  Clark,  will  be  pleased 
to  show  them  to  such.  These  beautiful  rooms,  the  large  member- 
ship of  the  Association— 3500— and  the  persistent  zeal  of  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary,  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Martin,  lead  us  to  look  for  great  re- 
salts  the  coming  year. 

Brooklyn,E.  D.— The  directors  of  the  Williamsburgh— Brook- 
lyn, R.  D. — Association  have  recently  been  considering  the  advisa- 
bility of  disbanding  the  Association  for  want  of  adequate  encour- 
agement. They  have,  however,  decided  to  continue  their  work 
another  year.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wells  announced  to  his  congregation, 
a  few  Sundays  since,  that  the  ministers  had  been  in  conference) 
with  the  Association,  and  that  they  had  decided  to  aid  it  in  its  ap- 
propriate work — a  work  which  was  much  needed,  and  which  it 
was  thought  could  best  be  done  by  the  Association. 

Greenpoint.— This  Association  is  making  a  good  record  for 
Itself.  It  has  inaugurated  a  Sunday  afternoon  prayer-meeting, 
from  4  to  5  o'clock.    It  is  well  attended. 

New- York. — A  few  weeks  since,  in  connection  with  the  ser- 
vice of  song  and  devotional  services  held  as  usual,  every  Sun- 
day evening,  in  Association  Hall,  Rev.  R.  H.  On,  of  County  Ty- 
rone, Ireland,  addressed  the  audience  on  the  temptations  which 
especially  beset  young  men  in  the  great  cities.  His  descriptions 
and  warnings  were  listened  to  with  much  serious  attrition. 

Borne. — Thirty  new  members  were  received  at  the  last  month- 
ly meeting.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  a  course  of  from 
five  to  eight  free  lectures  the  coming  winter. 

Walden*— Walden  has  just  organized  an  Association. 


OHIO. 

Toledo.— 'The  Toledo  Association  sustains  a  noon-day  prayer- 
meeting — thirty  minutes — a  Saturday  evening  meeting  from  8  to  9, 
and  a  Sunday  afternoon  meeting  from  4  to  5  o'clock. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Bethlehem.— The  Sixth  Anniversary  of  the  Bethlehem  Associ- 
ation was  celebrated  Sunday,  September  20th.  The  exercises,  which 
were  unusually  interesting,  were  u follows:  Morning  prayers  at 
9  a.m.  in  Association  Hall.  Anniversary  sermon  at  10  J  by  Rev.  S. 
A,  Taggart,  General  Secretary,  in  the  spacious  and  well-filled  Mo- 
ravian church.  Prayer  and  praise-meeting  at  8  p.m.  in  the  Hall, 
led  by  D.  M.  Warner,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  regular  Anniver- 
sary meeting  at  7i  in  the  Centre-street  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Eloquent  addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Taggart 
and  Prof.  Skidinore.  The  President,  C.  W.  Krause,  reported  that 
the  work  of  the  Af  sociation  had  been  pushed  forward  with  a  good 
degree  of  success  the  past  year ,  that  a  course  of  free  lectures  had 
been  given ;  that  a  debating  society  had  been  sustained  during 
the  winter ;  that  the  library  had  been  increased — it  contains  at 
present  1845  volumes — and  that  the  number  'of  visitors  to  the 
reading-room  had  been  much  greater  than  in  former  years,  bat 
that  the  prayer-meetings  were  not  so  well  attended  as  they  should 
be.  The  Treasurer,  Horace  B.  Jones,  reported  the  receipts  for  the 
year  $1167 ;  expenditures,  $1066 ;  balance,  $101.  The  Bethlehem 
Association  has  been  judiciously  managed  from  the  first.  It  pro- 
vided itself  with  a  house  to  begin  with,  and  it  keeps  its  income 
ahead  of  its  expenses. 

Harrisburg.— The  Harrisburg  Association  has  arranged  an 
instructive  course  of  lectures  and  a  grand  concert  for  the  coming 
winter. 

Philadelphia.— A.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  was  formed  in  this  city  on  the  6th  of 
September.  Some  thirty  members  were  enrolled,  and  many  mora 
are  expected.    The  officers  are: 

President,  P.  M.  Schiedt. 

Vice-President,  W.  Cretschmann. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  L.  Lindenstruth. 

Recording  Secretary,  Charles  Haas,  Jr. 

Treasurer,  A.  Zann. 
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Vniontown.— This  Association  sustains  a  weekly  prayer- 
meeting,  Thursday  evenings,  and  an  Almshouse  prayer-meeting 
every  Sunday  afternoon,  at  480.  Its  reading-room,  free  to  all,  is 
open  every  afternoon,  from  2  to  5,  and  every  evening,  from  6  to  10 
o'clock.   Its  officers  are: 

President,  N.  Swing,  Jr 

Vice-President,  Dr.  A.  P.  Bowie. 

Hoarding  8  eretary,  W.  A.  Mooek. 

O  rrtsponding  Secretary,  A.  W.  Boyd. 

Treasurer,  Charles  Livingston. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Bristol. — At  the  ninth  anniversary  of  this  Association,  the 
President,  Mr.  L.  A  Bishop,  read  an  interesting  report  of  the  wc  rk 
daring  the  past  year.  He  stated  that  prayer-meetings  had  been 
held  weekly  at  the  rooms  for  a  portion  of  the  year.  In  Novem- 
ber last,  Sunday  evening  prayer-meetings  were  commenced  at 
the  engine  house,  and  continued  nntil  the  last  of  May.  Thus  a 
class  of  persons  had  been  reached  who  seldom  attended  any  of 
our  churches.  June  1st  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  hold  meet- 
ings on  the  Common.  Those  meetings  had  been  continued  until 
the  present  time;  they  had  been  largely  attended;  the  order 
had  Men  excellent,  no  disturbance  of  any  kind  having  taken 
place.  Meetings  had  also  been  held  at  the  district  school-houses, 
and  had  proved  profitable.  Semi-monthly  meetings  bad  been 
continued  at  tbe  Asylum ;  the  only  meetings  of  the  kind  that 
have  been  held  there  for  years.  The  (result  there  had  been  very 
encouraging ;  a  seeming  indifference  had  given  place  to  a  marked 
interest,  and  the  inmates  of  the  Asylum  gladly  welcomed  the  vis- 
iting brethren.  He  strongly  urged  the  necessity  of  a  Bible-class 
at  the  rooms. 

Nine  sermons  have  been  preached  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Association,  after  which,  with  one  exception,  collections  had  been 
taken  which  bad  amounted  to  $94 

In  January  B.  C.  Morse,  of  the  General  Executive  Committee, 
visited  Bristol.  He  spoke  at  the-engine  house  and  at  one  of  the 
district  meetings  Sunday  evening,  and  on  Tuesday  a  public  meet- 
ing was  held  in  the  Baptist  church  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  the 
town-hall  in  the  evening. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  have  been  about  $780,  the  expendi- 
tures, $734.96. 

The  library  contains  about  2150  books,  and  needs  replenishing. 
The  present  rooms,  though  centrally  located  and  furnished  neat- 
ly, are  too  small.    There  is  a  building  fund  of  $3078. 

A  free  reading-room  is  open  to  all  who  will  avail  themselves 
of  the  privilege,  and  papers  and  periodicals  are  supplied. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  October,  the  following  officers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President— Lemuel  A.  Bishop. 

Vicr-Presidents— Richard  B.  Franklin,  Edward  S.  Babbitt, 
George  U.  Arnold,  Parmenus  Skinner,  Jr.,  James  H.  Coggeshall, 
George  Til  ley. 

Retarding  t-eoretiry—O.  C.  Barrows. 

Corresponding  Secretary— Wm.  H.  Spooner. 

Treasurer— John  G.  Watson. 

Librarian — Kobert  S.  Andrews. 

Toe  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

"Besotted,  That  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  as  relates  to 
a  new  building  be  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  four  members,  they  to  take  such  measures  as  may  to 
them  seem  best  for  tbe  increase  of  the  building  fund  and  espe- 
cially to  consider  the  expediency  of  at  once  erecting  a  building  for 
the  use  of  the  Association."  - 

VERMONT. 

Springfield. — The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  will  meet  here 
November  6th.  The  following  topics  have  been  selected  for  con- 
sideration : "  Our  personal  accountability  to  God ;"  "  What  have 
been  the  greatest  obstacles  to  success  in  the  work  the  past  year  1" 
"  To  what  extent  are  our  Associations  enlisting  the  sympathy  of 
young  men  ? '  "  The  financial  aspect  of  our  work  ;'*  "  What  are 
the  signs  of  God's  special  presence?"  "  Our  work  the  ensuing  year 
—what  shall  it  be  ?  how  accomplished  T"  "  Why  is  not  the  Holy 
Spirit  present  with  converting  power  in  all  our  communities  Y ' 

Delegates  are  invited  to  come  with  hearts  warm  and  full  of  en- 
thusiasm. 


WISCONSIN. 

Jdne*vUle.—A  daily  morning  prayer  meeting  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  Janesvllle  Association  for  over  five  years  without  in- 
terruption. Recently  it  was  asked,  "  How  can  we  make  our  meet- 
ings more  interesting?"    The  question  was  made  a  subject  of 


prayer  and  discussion  for  several  successive  morning*.  Among 
the  suggestions  offered  was  the  following  practical  anil  Important 
one :  "  We  must  be  more  interested  ourselves ;  we  must  think, 
study,  and  pray  more  in  our  closets."  We  shall  h»vo  a  good  re- 
port from  this  prayer-meeting,  if  thi«  suggestion  is  adopted  by  each 
member  of  the  Janesvilie  Association. 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 

NEW-BR  UNSWICK. 

St.  John. — The  next  number  of  the  Monthly  will  contain  a 
description  and  an  engraving  of  the  new  building  of  the  lit.  John 
Association. 

NOVA    SCOTIA. 

HaHfax.-~Th«  Halifax  Association  to  preparing  to  build.  Tha 
cost  will  be  about  $30  000.  The  location  selected  is  the  comer  of 
Sack  vilie  and  Granville  streets. 

ONTARIO. 

Hamilton. — This  young  and  vigorous  Association  doss  not 
allow  the  city  limits  to  circumscribe  its  work.  For  the  purpose 
of  reaching  strangers  visiting  the  Provincial  Fair,  held  at  Hamil- 
ton, tbe  last  week  in  September,  it  issued  an  "Exhibition  Panv 
phlet"  for  gratuitous  distribution.  This  pamphlet  contained,  among 
other  items  of  interest,  a  brief  history  of  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  Association ;  a  statement  of  its  objects;  a  short  article  de- 
signed to  arouse  young  men  to  activity  in  the  Master's  work ;  a 
notice  of  a  special  meeting  for  strangers  in  the  Association  rooms 
each  evening  during  the  exhibition;  and  an  invitation  to  young 
men,  strangers  in  the  city,  to  come  and  receive  a  hearty  welcome. 
These  meetings  were  devoted  to  readings,  recitations,  music,  short 
addresses,  and  other  attractions  of  a  literary  character.  At  the 
close  of  each  meeting  a  religious  service  was  held  for  half  an  hoar. 

The  Association  sustains  a  regular  weekly  meeting  for  lectures, 
essays,  readings,  music,  etc.,  a  monthly  meeting  for  business,  a 
Bib  u  class  every  Saturday  evening  at  7  o'clock,  a  young  men's 
prayer-meeting  at  8  o'clock,  and  a  religions  meeting  tor  young 
men  every  Sunday  evening,  after  the  close  of  service  in  the 
churches. 

Port  Hope. — This  Association  has  employed  a  permanent 
Secretary,  and  opened  a  bee  reading-room.  The  Port  Hope  Times 
says: 

"  This  reading-ronm  has  been  a  great  want,  felt  by  the  citizens 
of  Port  Hope  for  some  time,  and  we  sincerely  trust  that  our  towns- 
people will  render  such  encouragement  and  aiwUttance.  as  the  wor- 
thiness of  their  object  deserves,  to  the  young  men  of  this  Assici- 
atlon,  who  are  using  this  as  one  of  the  means  by  which  their  fel- 
low young  men,  instead  of  idly  wasting  their  long  winter  even- 
ings, in  such  a  manner  as  will  inevitably  lend  to  their  ruin,  may 
here  spend  them  both  pleasantly  and  profitably.  On  Sunday 
afternoon,  from  three  to  four  o'clock,  a  Bible-class  is  also  u  be 
commenced,  to  which  all  young  men  are  earnestly  invit-d.  As  in 
other  towns  the  most  beneficial  results  have  attended  the  labors 
of  similar  Associations,  and  many  young  men  have  been  saved 
from  utter  ruin  through  their  wholesome  influence,  and  ha*  e  now 
become  respectable  members  of  society,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ex- 
pect that  this  Association  will  accomplish  a  gooi  worn  in  our 
town  during  the  coming  winter,  amongst  that  class  which  they 
are  specially  intended  to  benefit." 

Toronto. — At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  this  Association 
the  Building  Committee  reported  that  $38,048  bad  been  subscribed 
toward  the  building  fund.  The  following  tfficera  were  elected  for 
the  coming  year : 

President,  John  McDonald. 

Vice  Presidents,  Wm.  Anderson,  John  L.  Blikle,B.  Homer  Dix- 
on, George  Hague,  C.  A.  Morse,  and  Daniel  Wilson,  LL.l*. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  James  McDonough. 

Recording  Secretary,  Tuos.  J.  Wilkio. 

Treasurer,  S.  R  Briggs. 


WOMEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 
Hartford,  Conn. — The  chief  object  of  this  Association  to 
"to  promote  the  spiritual,  mental,  social,  and  physical  welfare  of 
young  women."  The  new  building,  called  tbe  "  Home,"  cost 
$30,000 ;  it  Is  of  brick,  and  is  large  and  commodious.  On  the 
first  floor  are  the  parlor  and  library,  and  reception,  sewing,  and 
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dining  rooms.  The  three  floors  above  the  first  are  occupied  with 
neatly  furmnhed  slmping-rooms.  The  cost  of  board  and  lodging, 
including  U^lit,  heat,  aud  washing,  is  from  four  to  five  dollars  a 
Weak. 


FOREIGN. 


ENGLAND. 

London. — A  German  Association  buildingand  lodging house 
ba«  breo  opened  by  Mr.  O.  Dsnnenberg,at  No.  28  FinsuurT-square 
At  last  this  great  want  in  London  has  been  satisfied.  The  Asso- 
ciation and  the  building  are  in  connection  with  the  Rh«nl«h  West- 
phalian Convention  in  Germany. 

Brighton. — The  work  here  continues  to  be  well  sustained. 
The  importance  of  the  prayer-meeting  is  fully  appreciated,  and  the 
result  is  a  large  increase  in  the  attendance.  The  Bible-class  on 
Sunday  afternoons  is  now  attended  by  about  forty  or  fifty  young 
men — an  increase  upon  the  former  number.  Similar  classes  are 
also  held  during  the  week  on  Thursday  and  Saturday  evenings. 
The  work  of  tract  distribution  is  continued  with  good  results. 
Late  prayer-meetings  are  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  for  Christian  la- 
borers of  all  denominations,  and  are  much  valued. 

On  June  4th  a  racial  meeting  of  subscribers  and  friends  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  interest  of  the  Association.  About 
seventy  persons  were  present,  and  excellent  addresses  were  deliv- 
ered by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Figgis  and  others. 

The  library  consists  of  about  seven  hundred  volumes,  all  of  which 
have  been  prevented  to  the  Association.  We  rejoice  in  the  hopeful 
aspect  of  the  work  in  Brighton,  and  earnestly  trust  that  the  Di- 
vine liessing  may  continue  to  rest  upon  it. 

Young  men  visiting  the  town  will  be  heartily  welcomed  at  the 
rooms,  21  Prince  Albert-street.  On  Monday,  August  5th,  the  mem- 
bers with  their  friend*,  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  visited  Arun- 
del. The  Committee  had  arranged  fir  dinner  and  tea  in  the  park, 
but  owing  to  the  continuous  rain  they  had  to  seek  other  accommo- 
dai  ion.  The  worthy  Mayor  kindly  granted  the  use  of  the  Town  HalL 
Two  int* resting  services  were  held  as  arranged,  but,  of  course, 
the  out-door  exercises  were  foregone.  The  various  d  i  sarrangementa, 
occasional  by  the  weather,  were  in  a  great  measure  overcome  by 
the  exertions  of  the  Committee,  and  met  by  the  kind  allowance 
and  consideration  of  their  friends.  MnautaBB. 


LITERARY. 


FRANCE. 

Pasteur  Cook,  of  Nismes,  a  delegate  to  the  World's  Conference 
m  Amsterdam,  speaking  of  the  situation  in  France,  said:  "Our 
societ  es  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns  have  but  just  now  begun  to 
recover  from  the  shock  of  the  war,  which  sadly  depleted  when  it 
did  not  entirely  suspend  them.  In  the  smaller  places  the  work  ot 
reviving  them  is  yet  to  be  commenced.  But  a  very  happy  and 
fruitful  religious  Interest  is  prevailing  in  an  unusual  number  of 
towns  in  France,  and  this  largely  through  the  instrumentality  oJ 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations." 

GERMANY. 

Our  German  brethren  seem  to  have  taken  the  same  impression 
from  the  Amsterdam  meeting  as  the  delegates  from  America. 
Bev.  Dr.  C.  Krummasber,  one  of  the  delegates,  and  Vice-President 
of  the  Khenish  Westphalian  Bund,  writes  in  the  Juenglingtbote 
of  September  21st,  as  follows : 

"  The  sixth  convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ations of  all  countries  was  held  in  Amsterdam  from  the22d  to  the 
26th  of  Auguot  this  year.  Forever  will  the  brethren  remember 
the  precious  meetings  which  they  had  together.  With  a  cheer- 
ful heart  we  can  say  no  discord  occurred  during  the  time  of  our 
being  together.  The  love  of  Christ  bound  all  of  our  hearts  to- 
gether, and  when  the  song  to  the  praise  of  the  Lord  was  sung  by 
the  Convention,  in  four  different  languages,  whit  the  same  cheer 
fulness  and  devotion,  then,  we  are  sure,  every  one  assembled  mus 
have  been  convinced  that,  though  separated  by  nationality,  lan- 
guage, and  creed,  we  all,  nevertheless,  were  children  of  the  same 
God  and  Saviour  of  us  'all." 

At  the  anniversary  of  the  Rhenish  Westphalian  Bnnd,  held  In 
Lemgo.  in  August  this  year,  the  managers  prepared  an  exhibition 
of  drawings  by  the  members  of  the  Associations  in  Germany.  Six 
prises  for  the  best  drawings  were  distributed,  and  the  arrange- 
ment ended  with  general  satisfaction. 

AUSTRALIA. 
Mef/Mturne. — The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  at  Mel- 
bourne Is  in  a  flourishing  condition.    Its  meetings  are  well  at 
tended,  and  it  is  exerting  a  good  Influence  in  the  community. 


DoLLnront'a  Fables  akd  Prophecies  of  the  Middle  Ages 
Edited  by  Prof.  H.  B  Smith,  DJ>.  New-York :  Dodd  A  Mead. 
Dr.  Dollinger  was  too  well  acquainted  with  history  to  believe, 
and  too  honest  to  pretend  to  believe,  the  dogmt  of  infallibility, 
and  seeing  that  what  was  designed  for  Almighty  power  was  but 
drivelling  impotency— a  mere  barking  dogma  of  imbecility— with 
a  single  kick  he  spurned  it  from  him.  His  ability,  integrity,  and 
sturdy  action  brought  him  to  the  front  in  the  crisis  that  followed, 
and  now  his  position  as  well  as  knowledge  gives  importance 
to  his  writings.  Bat  these  fables,  aside  from  Dr.  Dollinger, 
the  decree  of  infallibility,  and  the  Old  Catholic  movement,  are 
full  of  interest  and  Instruction.  In  the  preface  to  th  s  work, 
written  in  1883.  the  Doctor  says:  "All  these  fables  and  inven- 
tions, however  different  may  have  been  the  occasions  which  gave 
them  birth,  and  however  intentional  or  unintentional  may  have 
been  their  production,  have,  nevertheless,  had  at  times  a  marked 
influence  on  the  whole  aspect  of  the  Middle  Ages,  on  the  history 
and  poetry  of  the  time,  on  its  theology  and  its  jurisprudence. 
For  this  reason  I  mav,  perhaps,  venture  to  hope  that  not  only  the- 
ologians and  ecclesiastics  1  historians,  but  lovers  and  students  of 
medieval  history  and  medieval  literature  in  general  will  find 
this  book  not  altogether  devoid  of  interest." 

Puouuits  Paid  to  Experience.    By  Edward  Garrett    lime, 

pp.  378.    New- York  :  Dodd  &  Mead. 

This  narrative  of  a  business  life,  from  youth  to  old  age,  is  a  suc- 
cessful blending  of  "  loving  counsel"  with  every- day  affairs  and 
passing  events.  If  young  men  will  heed  its  lessons,  they  may 
gain  the  advantages  of  experience  without  paying  the  premiums. 
It  is  just  what  mothers  and  sisters  will  need  tor  holiday  presents 
to  sons  and  brothers. 

The  Little  Sanctuary.    By  Alexander  Raleigh,  DJ>.    12mo, 

cloth,  pp.  884.    New- York :  Dodd  &  Mead. 

This  book  is  made  up  of  "  Meditation*"  on  a  variety  of  topics. 
Each  topic  take  >  its  name  from  a  text  of  Scripture.  These  "  Med- 
itations  are  suggestive,  instructive,  and  edifying. 

LitteWt  Living  Age  is  a  lite  periodical.  Though  born  at  the 
"  Hub,"  it  is  never  caught  "  Handing  round,"  but  like  the  soul  of 
old  John  Brown,  it  "  goes  marching  on." 

A  raw  edition  of  the  Young  Men'*  CkrUtian  Aetodatio* 
Hymn-Book,  published  some  years  since  by  the  Boston  Association, 
has  just  been  issued.  It  is  packed  with  old  standard  hymns  and 
tunes,  together  with  many  of  the  best  modern  ones.  It  contains 
224  neatly  printed  pages,  the  music  being  on  the  same  page  with 
the  hymns.  The  price  is  $13  a  hundred,  for  all  orders  of  a  hun- 
dred or  more.  Address  L.  P.  Rowland,  Boston  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association. 

We  have  just  received  the  9th,  10th,  and  11th  numbers  of  the 
National  Encyclopedia,  This  work  reflects  great  credit,  not  only 
>n  its  editor,  for  the  large  amount  of  useful  information  It  eon- 
tains,  but  also  on  its  publishers,  for  the  real  elegance  of  its  letter 
Dress  and  illustrations.  New- York :  National  Encyclopaedia  Pub* 
lisbing  Company. 

We  loaned  our  copy  of  Gardening  by  Mytelf  to  a  young  lady 
whose  mother  is  a  natural  artist  in  flowers  and  leaves  and  lichens 
At  her  touch,  they  forthwith  assemble  themselves  into  figures  of 
beauty.  The  book  came  back  accompanied  with  the  following 
clear  and  comprehensive  note : 

"Gardening  by  Mytelf,  by  Anna  Warner,  is  a  very  pretty 
book  about  the  writer's  own  garden ;  written  not  to  instruct  the 
professional,  but  for  amateurs.  Each  month  is  in  a  chapter  by  it- 
self. Many  of  the  ideas  are  not  new,  but  they  are  told  in  a  most 
interesting  manner.  She  mentions,  in  a  novel  way,  several  real 
flower-lovers  among  her  neighbors,  and  refers  to  the  elevating  in- 
fluence of  flo  wers  upon  those  who  cultivate  them  and  bestow  their 
love  on  them,  and  almost  tempts  those  who  care  little  for  them 
to  search  catalogues,  and  have  a  fairy-land  of  their  own. 

"  There  are  extracts  from  Henderson  and  Vick,  which,  of  course, 
are  in  (tractive.  Her  advice  to  consult  your  pocket  before  you  al- 
low yourself  to  enter  the  charmed  region  of  the  florist,  and  her 
manner  of  urging  upon  her  readers  the  virtue  of  patience,  as  well 
as  frequently  reminding  them  of  the  Creator  of  all  flowers.  Is  very 
happy  and  well-timed  ALICE.'* 

The  Juenglingtbote,  of  Elberfeld,  the  organ  of  the  Rhenish 
Westphalian  Young  Men's  Convention,  has  recently  completed  it* 
twenty-fifth  volume.  Thin  paper  has  a  circulation  of  from  40,00* 
to  50,000. 
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Cornell  University. — The  exercises  of  the  fourth  annual 
commencement  a  Cornell  University  have  just  closed.   This  insti- 
tution, established  scarce]  7  four  years  ago,  has  been  steadily  rising 
in  importance  aud  favor  among  the  friends  of  liberal,  non-sectarian 
education,  until  it  now  ranks  with  the  few  leading  universities  of 
this  country.    The  commencement  just  closed  may  be  really 
called  the  first,  since  the  class  that  has  just  graduated  was  the 
first  to  complete  a  regular  course  within  the  walls  of  the  Uni- 
versity.   Tiie  most  interesting  event  of  the  week  was  the  trial  for 
the  Woodford  medal,  the  prise  for  the  best  original  oration,  given 
by  Hon.  Stewart  L.  Woodford,  of  New- York.  This  year  there  were 
five  competitors,  and  the  successful  one  has  borne  off  the  prize 
amid  such  a  burst  of  enthusiasm  as  is  rarely  witnessed  in  academic 
halls.    The  winner  was  a  young  man,  who,  in  addition  to  his 
university  duties,  has  labored  for  his  own  support  during  his  col- 
lege course.     At  the  foundation  of  the  institution,  in  186S,  he 
came  hither  from  Tennessee.    With  pinched  means,  he  has  strug- 
gled on  through  hi*  course,  not  noted  for  brilliant  parts,  but  for 
plodding  Industry.  At  his  appearance  on  the  stage,  there  goes  np 
but  a  very  faint  cheer  from  the  audience.    Plain  In  his  attire, 
even  to  severi  y,  bis  rough  and  angular  features  render  him  any- 
thing bnt  prepossessing  in  appearance.    His  first  words  do  not 
augur  success,  but  soon,  warming  with  his  subject,  his  eye,  hith- 
erto dull,  and  even  sluggish,  lights  up  with  energy;  his  face  be- 
comes radiant ;  he  seems  to  hold  his  audience  spell-bound  under 
his  magnetic  influence,  until  at  the  close  of  an  address  marked 
with  great  depth  of  thought  and  originality,  the  pent-up  enthu- 
siasm of  the  audience  broke  out  into  a  burst  of  applause  totally 
irrepressible.    Thus  we  see  the  highest  honors  within  the  prov- 
ince oi  this  Univemltv  to  bestow  borne  off,  not  by  some  brilliant 
student  gathering  himself  for  a  herculean  effort,  perhaps  to  re 
lapse  afterward  into  self-complacency  and  oblivion,  but  by  a  "  poor 
student,"  noticed  throughout  his  whole  college  career  only  by 
earnest  and  oeaselees  plodding  in  mental  and  bo  lily  labor.    That 
such  a  result  marks  genius,  no  one  will  deny,  but  it  is  that  genius 
whos*  svnonyra  is  tour*— the  capacity  for  diligent,  untiring  labor. 
This  University  was  organized  upon  the  basis  of  the  recognition 
of  honest  labor  and  manly  worth ;  bnt  it  must  not  be  supposed 
that  students  c  mgregate  here  in  numbers,  and  have  no  difficulty 
In  working  their  way  through  college.     An  idea  has  got  abroad 
that  this  is  a  college  ol   laboring  students,  but  it  is  a  mistake. 
To  be  i>ure,  the  utmost  indulgence  is  shown  to  such  students  as 
have  to  labor  tor  their  own  support,  but  still  the  fact  is  patent  to  all, 
and  especially  to  those  who  have  taken  a  university  course,  that  a 
student,  to  do  justice  to  himself  and  to  bis  studies,  can  find  com- 
paratively little  tim»  to  engage  in  manual  labor.  Soirie  few  students 
have  thai  peculiar  combination  of  mental  and  physical  strength 
that  enable  them  to  earn  sufficient  to  support  themselves,  but  the 
very  great  umjorlty  have  not.    Those  who  have  to  burn  the  mid- 
night oil  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  do  proper  justice  to  the  toil 
of  the  succeeding  day,  whether  mental  or  physical.    Students  who 
labor  for  their  support  on  the  university  grounds  do  so  at  the  uni- 
form rate  ol  fifteen  cents  an  hour,  perhaps  a  fair  price  for  the  av- 
erage student,  but  a  paltry  reward  for  an  able-bodied  man.    The 
university  authorities  announce  in  their  catalogue  some  induce- 
ments for  procuring  employment  which  the  student  may  not  real- 
ize, but  this  can  perhaps  be  well  understood  when  we  consider  the 
great  competition  trt  students  among  the  universities  of  this 
country.    At  the  opening  of  the  University  in  1808,  about  four 
hundred  students  composed  the  Freshman  class,  scarcely  more 
than  one-eighth  of  whom  graduated  last  week.    Of  course,  it  is  not 
difficult  to  imagine  nearly  all  those  depending  on  their  labor  drop- 
ping off  one  by  one  as  the  battle  became  too  close  and  warm  for 
them,  until  bnt  a  few  of  the  laboring  corps  remained.  These,  pos- 
sessing more  determination,  and  withal  being  terribly  in  earnest, 
have  conquered  all  obstacles.    The  same  result  is  being  repeated 
every  year, although  in  a  less  degree;  numbers  flock  here,  com- 
mence their  labors,  and,  after  a  few  weeks,  get  discouraged,  throw 
np  the  sponge,  and  go  home.    Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  those  who 
compose  the  laboring  corps  of  this  University  are  young  men  of 
the  right  metal,  and  such  as  would  do  honor  to  any  institution  of 
learning.    There  is  a  young  man  here  from  Nova  Scotia  who  has 
supported  himself  by  his  own  exertions,  and  who  will  graduate 
next  year  with  Honor.    This  University,  also,  is  not  a  sectarian 
institution,  and  has  encountered  many  fierce  onslaughts  from  sects 
and  sectarian  institutions  throughout  the  country.  Its  opposers — 
and  I  believe  they  embrace  some  sincere  and  earnest  Christian 
men— condemn  it  as  a  god  lees  institution,  but  such  opinions  must 
spring  from  ignorance  of  its  true  character  and  objects.  Its  faculty 
embrace  Chriatiar  men,  who  are  ready  at  all  times,  in  their  rela- 
tions with  students,  to  impress  Christian  principles  upon  their 


minds.  Students  are  not  compelled  to  attend  religious  services. 
Chapel  services  are  held  every  morning,  at  which  sometimes  less 
than  a  dozen  students  attend,  but  I  heard  the  president  of  the  in- 
stitution say,  in  one  of  his  addresses,  that  he  would  sooner  see  a 
dozen  gather  themselves  together  at  such  an  occasion  of  their  own 
free  will,  than  to  force  six  hundred  to  attend  against  their  consent. 
In  their  catalogue,  the  authorities  of  the  Institution  take  especial 
pains  to  inform  parents  and  guardians  that  this  institution  is  not 
a  "  reform  school,"  and  that  it  is  not  the  object  to  bolster  up 
vicious  and  indolent  characters.  If  such  get  admitted  to  the  in- 
stitution, and  persist  in  their  vicious  habits,  they  are  obliged  to 
withdraw,  although  in  such  cases  the  professor,  as  a  friend  to  the 
student,  uses  every  means  within  his  power  to  make  him  sensible 
of  his  obligations  toward  himself  and  toward  the  University. 
Christian  Associations  flourish  within  the  walls  of  the  University. 
This  year,  several  young  men,  strong  and  earnest  ones  too,  go 
forth  from  this  college  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  the  Christian 
ministry ;  and,  above  all,  there  is  that  earnest  sympathy  between 
the  young  men  here,  because  a  great  number  of  tbem  have  a  com- 
mon object  in  view,  and  have  to  grapple  with  privations  and  dif- 
ficulties in  order  to  attain  that  object.  The  course  of  instruction 
is  one  admirably  adapted  to  fit  the  student  to  go  ont  into'  the 
world  equipped  for  usefulness  and  self  support,  but  he  must  bear 
in  mind  that  to  ensure  success  he  must  have  good  habits  formed, 
and  posses?,  in  an  eminent  degree,  those  qualities  wnich  enable 
him  to  govern  himself.  This,  of  course,  is  necessary  to  success 
anywhere,  but  more  particularly  here,  where  students  are  treated 
and  trusted  like  men,  and  not  subjected  to  any  petty  surveillance 
on  the  part  of  the  faculty,  and  which  so  often  leads  to  acts  of  de- 
ception on  the  part  of  the  students. — PretbyterUm  Advocate,  St. 
John,  2f.  B. 


"  Get  Money,  get  it  honestly,  if  you  can,  but  get  money." 
This  advice  we  heard  given  to  a  large  number  of  students  in  an 
institution  claiming  to  give  young  men  a  finished  education  in 
three  months.  The  man  who  gave  it  was  an  apt  illustration  of 
the  principle  he  taught  The  institution  was  not  at  fault ;  it  was 
the  man  who,  unfortunately,  stood  at  the  head  of  it. 

Men  almost  everywhere  are  acting  upon  this  principle — some 
consciously,  some  considerately,  and  some  have  made  it  the  study 
of  their  lives — not  how  to  make  money  honestly,  but  how  to  get 
money. 

Standing  at  the  third-story  window  of  the  Mortimer  Building, 
corner  of  Twenty-second-street  and  Fifth-avenue,  New- York,  and 
looking  out  upon  that  great  thoroughfare  of  business  on  one 
side,  and  that  avenue  of  magnificent  wealth  on  the  other — look- 
ing out  upon  that  street,  the  source  of  so  much  of  the  splendor 
of  New-Tork,  and  upon  that  grand  avenue  where  its  gorgeous 
glory  is  exhibited,  we  felt  more  strongly  than  ever  before  the 
force  of  the  quotation  above—"  Get  money.  Get  it  honestly,  if 
you  can,  but  get  money." 

Boiling  past  in  equipages  that  glittered  with  gilded  trappings, 
drawn  by  prancing  steeds,  driven  by  liveried  coachmen,  upon 
cushions  of  velvet,  in  robes  of  princely  magnificence,  sat  those 
who  had  money— had  it  honestly,  perhaps,  but  at  all  events  had 
money. 

One  after  another  in  this  seemingly  endless  line  of  rolling 
wealth  and  show  passed  on  and  ont  of  sight,  until  the  natural 
eye  grew  tired  of  looking ;  then  imagination  and  memory  took 
us  away  from  the  streets  of  Fifth-avenue  and  Broadway,  and  led 
us  to  certain  dark  alleys  and  wretched  abodes,  and  bade  us  con- 
template such  places  of  poverty,  degradation,  and  pain  as  could 
never  have  been  known  and  felt  had  not  the  victims  onoe  been 
in  possession  of  wealth  and  luxury ;  their  miseries  were  height' 
ened  by  visions  of  lost  splendor.  They  had  got  money,  and  lost 
it.  From  thence  we  were  conducted  to  the  dens  of  vice  and  in- 
iquity. Here  we  saw  that  love  of  money  had  led  men  to  prey 
upon  their  fellows,  that  they  might  wear  the  ornaments  and  en- 
joy  the  luxuries  of  wealth.  Human  wrecks  lay  scattered  about 
them,  and  the  ruin  of  all  this  human  hope  and  life  made  the 
roadway  of  their  chariot-wheels.  Again  they  bade  us  follow, 
and  we  went  whither  they  led.  This  time  it  was  to  the  door  of  a 
palatial  residence.  Money  had  exhausted  art  in  its  outer  and 
inner  adornment  and  splendor,  and  waited  till  some  new  device  of 
man's  skill  should  offer  itself  for  gold.  We  entered.  A  beauti- 
ful woman  and  a  broken  heart,  a  faithless  husband  and  a  drunk- 
en son,  a  sickly  daughter  and  a  hopeless  life— the  height  of  un- 
man luxury  and  the  depth  of  human  angniah     All  is  not  gold 
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that  glitters,  and  all  of  life's  happiness  is  not  found  in  life's 
splendors. 

We  were  led  from  place  to  place,  and  found  that  most  of  the 
vrn-cks  that  lay  here  and  there,  sometimes  piled  one  upon  the 
other,  were  made  by  too  great  anxiety  to  become  rich  in  too  short 
a  time  and  that  tbe  disappointment  and  dishonesty  caused  by 
this  desire  led  men  to  excess  in  the  hope  of  drowning  despair. 
And  then  it  seemed  to  ns  that  there  was  another  side  to  the  ad- 
vice given  to  "  Get  money.  Get  it  honestly,  if  you  can,  but  get 
money." 

Let  no  one  suppose  we  join  in  the  cry  against  wealth,  and 
against  those  who  have  it.  We  do  not.  On  the  contrary,  we  re- 
joice with  all  who,  by  honest  effort  or  superior  skill  and  judg- 
ment, have  become  rich.  The  mission  of  such  men  is  as  worthy,  as 
gland,  and  as  beneficent  for  mankind  as  that  of  the  law-maker, 
the  statesman,  the  mechanic,  or  the  farmer.  We  do,  howtver, 
protest  against  the  infatuation  for  mon«y  which,  at  present,  seems 
to  be  the  reigning  passion  among  American".  It  is  to  be  de- 
plored that  so  maoy  seem  to  think  the  possession  of  money  is 
the  acms  of  success  in  the  world ;  that  it  is  a  power  greater  than 
any  other,  and  that  only  men  who  have  it  can  wield  an  influence 
in  tbe  world ;  that  so  mmy  are  ready  to  sacrifice  all  those  things 
which  are  better  and  higher  than  money — health,  happiness,  con- 
science, character. 

A  man  who  so  fully  devotes  himself  to  aecumalatintr  riches 
that  he  has  no  time  or  disposition  or  means  for  the  cultivation  of 
those  things  which  constitute  his  manhood,  has  thrown  aside  all 
that  makes  the  man,  in  the  hope  of  securing  that  which  can 
never  add  one  jot  or  tittle  to  his  stature.  Worse,  he  has  done 
that  which  will  dwarf,  probably  destroy  it. 

He  has  labored  for  wealth,  and  suffered  his  manhood  to  perish ; 
he  has  acquired  money,  but  that  is  all. 

He  flatters  himself,  if  he  be  wholly  ignorant,  that  men  are 
honoring  him  when  they  bow  and  Bmile  as  he  passes  by.  They 
bow  and  smile  not  to  him,  bnt  to  his  money.  Take  that  from 
him,  and  he  will  be  friendless  and  alone,  and  where  the  money 
now  U  that  be  once  possessed  those  whom  he  considered  friends 
may  be  found. 

'•  Get  money.  Get  it  honestly,  if  you  can,  but  get  money." 
Yes,  if  jou  care  nothing  for  that  which  makes  one  a  man  instead 
of  an  animal ;  yes,  if  you  can  deaden  your  conscience,  and  kill 
your  hope  of  hereafter ;  yes,  if  you  can  afford  to  belittle  your 
manhood  that  your  purse  may  be  fuller  than  other  men's ;  ye*, 
if  you  will  consent  to  crush  all  the  blossoming  plants  which  God 
has  put  into  men's  hearts  to  beautify  and  bleBi  them ;  yes,  if  you 
are  sure  you  never  will  be  poor  apain  by  the  loss  of  your  wealth ; 
yes,  if  you  have  ordered  your  tombstone  lettered  from  what  men 
say  to  you  in  life,  and  not  by  what  they  will  a«y  when  yon  are 


dead  ;  yes,  if  money  is  all  of  life  and  eternity,  all  of  happiaess) 
and  hope,  all  of  this  world  and  the  world  to  come,  by  all  means 
"  Get  money.    Get  it  honestly,  if  you  can,  but  get  money." 

But  if  it  cannot  1  e  made— if  wea'th  cannot  be  gained,  except 
by  the  sacrifice  of  tbe  mind's  beet  powers,  the  heart's  purest  af- 
fections, and  the  soul's  highest  needs— then  is  it  not  butter  ta> 
have  less  money  and  more  mind,  lets  money  and  sweeter  joy, 
less  money  and  higher  happiness  T  If  the  way  of  wealth  most 
be  over  the  wreck  of  our  better  natures,  then  gire  ns  neither 
poverty  nor  riches.  If  it  must  be  built  of  the  wreck  of  I  it  nan 
hearts  and  human  joys,  then  give  us  poverty  instead  of  riches. 
"  Get  money."  Get  it  honestly,  if  you  can :  if  yon  can't  grt  all 
you  want,  get  all  you  ran  ;  but  get  it  lmiiwily,  and  be  happy 
with  what  you  get,  whether  it  be  much  or  little. — BetcJter't  Mag- 
azine. 


Young    Wen,  be  Strong}    Quit    Y*v  Like   Mtn. 

— Prove  worthy  of  your  charge.  Into  yonr  keeping  wilt  soon  be 
given  all  the  vast  and  grand  machinery  of  this  great  era  of  prog- 
ress. The  fairest  heritage  of  earth  is  yours ;  its  mineral  resources 
to  hammer  and  forge ;  its  agricultural  weal'h  to  garner ;  its  seas 
to  whiten  with  commerce  ;  its  growing  mind  to  guide  and  c  ntrol ; 
and,  more  sacred  trust,  the  upholding  and  sweeping  on  ward  of  tho 
banners  of  Cnristianity,  shaping  the  destinies  of  nations  for  coat- 
ing time. 

Your  work  is  to  be  done  only  by  vigorous  and  persistent  en- 
deavor. Think  that  every  hour  you  spend  in  a  trivolous  manner 
is  time  belonging  to  imperative  duty.  Every  act  by  which  you 
mar  and  blacken  the  physical  being  is  tliefi  from  tbe  life  given 
you  by  G»d.  E.ery  word,  no  matter  how  light  or  trivial,  may 
exert  an  influence  for  good  or  evil.  Op-n  eara  Lare  ever  around 
you  catching  and  treasuring  the  merest  words,  gee  that  each 
treasures  are  good. 

Men  are  like  planets,  ploughing  along  their  separate  orbits, 
free  and  yet  (raided  and  held  in  their  pathway  by  the  influence 
of  others.  Look  to  it  that  your  guiding  influence  shapes  to  the 
true  cow  so. 

Fill  your  position,  whether  high  or  hnmble — till  it  to  the  utter- 
most. Crowd  to  the  brimming  measure  every  requirement  at 
your  duty.  Know  that  the  highest  meed  ot  praise  is  one's  own 
approbation  of  the  still  small  voice  of  God,  smyiug,  "  Well  dune, 
goo  I  and  laith'ul  servant." 

Young  man,  go  forth  and  God  speed!  Be  true  to  yourself  and 
to  God,  and  the  peop'e  shall  rise  up  and  call  yon  blessed. — Bap- 
tist Union. 
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A.  KINO.  It  Moray  St.,  New  York. 


THE  ATLANTIC   WHITE   LEAD 

AJTO 

Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead  Dry  and  in  Oil 

RED  LEAD  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Bed  Lead,  etc., 

ALSO, 

LIITSEED     OIL, 

Baw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT  COLGATE   &   CO. 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

SH7  Pearl  Street,  New-York. 


Jtywtol  itotlas. 


THOMAS  DENNY, 

PBOFE83IONAL  NUBSK, 

813  East  Sid  8Uwet 
RirmsNcs  bt  Pkrhissiost.— T)r.  Wm.  I.  Bauer. 
13  East  8114  Street;  Or.  Otuu.  M.  Allin,  «  West  86th 
Street. 


tC  tn.  OR  P"  °*Tl  Agents  wanted!  All 
h)w  lU  J)*U  classes  of  working  people  of 
either  sex,  young  or  old,  make  more  money  at  witrk 
for  ns  tn  their  spare  moments,  or  all  the  time,  than 
at  anything  else.  Particulars  free.  Address,  G. 
811NSON  4  CO.,  Portland,  Maine, 
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JOHN  DWIGHT  A  CO.'s 

BEST    SALERATUS, 

Or  their 

SUPER    OARR    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1MB. 

11  Old  Slip.  Wow- York 
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STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FROM 

NEW- YORK  and  GLASGOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  MotUc 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passengers. 


Passengers  booked  at  throng*  rates  to  and  from 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  tn  the  world. 


THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  first  i 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  forpastM-nger  trafHc  are  safe,  com 
fortablc,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  their 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  excelled 
by  any  other  line  1 1 


Rates  of  P  assage,  payable  In  Currency. 

Prom  New-York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool.  Londoa- 
X£t7-»1L.<*Seomnown-  OahTa*.  «SB  and  *75;  Round 
Trip,  (ISO:  Intermediate.  *88;  Steerage  «8. 

To  London,  Canlns    fro  and  fa' :  Round  Trtn. 
$140;  Intcnnctli.uo.  $87;  meeragelfSt 
*.T?   HasBborgb.  Harre,  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam. 
Cabins,  SSO  and  »on :  Ronud  Trip,  $160 :  Intennedl- 
ate,  ftp;  Steerage, 183,  "w      '     "*""*" 

iaf  Children  one  to  twelve  years,  half  Mrs.  la- 
rants  under  one  year  free. 

Company's  Graces : 

N.w-Yo*.ft^y™«.. 
HENDERSON  BOOS.,  Afsiata. 
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Association  Monthly. 

Address  Association  Monthly,  corner  Fourth  A  venue  and  23d  Street,  New-  York  City. 
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NEW  ASSOCIATION  BUILDING,  ST.  JOHN,  N.  B. 


William  Wklbh,  President  of  the  St.  John  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  has  kindly  furnished  a  brief  sketch  of  the  history 
and  work  of  the  Association,  and  the  new  building  here  repre- 
sented : 

"  A  Yonng  Men's  Christian  Association  was  organized  in  this  city 
in  1864,  and,  after  some  years,  its  affairs  were  wound  up.  The 
present  Association  was  organized  in  November,  1867 ;  its  mem- 
bership now  numbers  six  hundred.  A  weekly  prayer-meeting, 
Bible-class,  and  literary  class  hare  been  well  maintained  from  the 
first.  During  the  past  eighteen  months,  a  prayer-meeting  has  been 
held  in  the  rooms  every  Sabbath  evening,  after  church  service. 
This  meeting  has  been  very  largely  attended,  and  of  a  most  inter- 
esting character.  It  has  been  very  useful  among  our  young  peo- 
ple.   Many  social  gatherings,  for  musical  and  literary  exercises, 


have  been  held,  free  to  the  public,  and  have  been  largely  patron- 
ized. Our  present  room,  38x34,  is  comfortably  furnished,  and  am- 
ply provided  with  books  and  papers.  It  is  well  patronised  by  tho 
young  men,  and  by  visitors  to  the  city.  It  is  open  daily  from  8 
A.H.  to  10  p  m.,  Sundays  excepted.  We  have  also  a  good  library, 
fairly  used  by  many  of  the  members. 

"Our  out-door  work  consists  of  prayer-meetings  in  the  marine  hos. 
pital  every  Sabbath  morning,  tract  and  paper  distribution  in  the 
city  hospital,  on  board  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  and  on  our 
wharves,  cottageprayer-meetings,  and  visiting  the  sick.  We  have 
also  a  Relief  Committee,  and  during  the  past  three  winters  have 
raised  and  disbursed  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  relieving  the  poor. 

"  We  have  also  had  occasional  lectures,  concerts,  and  literary  en- 
tertainments, partly  -with  the  object  of  increasing  our  funds.    We 
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building ;  however,  we  have  it  roofed  in,  and  expect  to  move  into 
it  in  April. 

"  It  is  located  on  Charlotte-street,  in  the  most  central  part  of  the 
city.  It  is  50x80  feet.  The  front  is  of  freestone ;  two  stores  occupy 
the  ground  floor.  It  contains  a  lecture  hall,  parlor,  reading-room, 
gymnasium,  committee,  class,  refreshment,  bath,  and  dressing 
rooms.  With  the  ground,  it  will  cost  $30,000,  and  will  be  one  of 
the  finest  buildings  in  the  city.  We  look  forward  to  doing  a  good 
<vork  in  it  next  year. 

"  We  have  a  few  active  Christian  young  men,  whose  steady  and 
untiring  energy,  under  God's  blessing,  has  been  productive  of  the 
best  results ;  many,  young  and  old,  have  been  brought  to  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth  through  them,  and  many,  in  their  dying  hour, 
have  had  reason  to  bless  God  for  the  Association. 

"  Two  Conventions  have  been  held  in  this  city— one  being  Pro- 
vincial, the  other  of  the  Maritime  Provinces.  Open-air  services 
have  been  occasionally  held,  but  this  branch  has  not  been  worked 
to  any  great  extent  by  us. 

"  In  money  matters  we  are  often  hard  pressed,  but  the  Committee 
annually  settle  up  all  accounts ;  the  Association  is  not  allowed  to 
run  in  debt.  We  shall  have  to  borrow  a  large  sum  to  enable  us 
to  finish  our  building,  but  the  rent  of  the  stores  will  pay  the  in 
terest,  and  help  to  form  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  off  the  debt" 


THE  ASSOCIATION  BIBLE-CLASS  ABROAD 
AND  AT  HOME. 

BY  BICHABD  C.  MOR8K. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantis  there  is  a  Bible-class  in  al- 
most every  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  More  than  half 
the  Associations  in  the  British  Provinces  maintain  such  a  class. 
But  only  one  in  every  seven  or  eight  of  our  Societies  in  the  United 
States  engage  in  this  department  of  the  work.  These  facts  have 
been  often  pressed  on  the  attention  of  our  readers  and  members,  and 
of  late,  each  year,  at  our  International  Convention,  delegates  have 
been  demanding  with  growing  earnestness  the  formation  of  such 
classes  for  the'study  of  the  word  of  God. 

At  the  outset  the  question  is  naturally  asked :  What  is  the 
plan  or  method  of  our  British  brethren  in  their  successful 
conduct  of  the  work  T  The  writer,  during  the  past  year,  has  en- 
joyed attending  some  of  the  best  sustained  of  these  classes,  both 
in  the  British  Provinces  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  sea.  Some 
description  of  what  he  saw  may  prove  helpful  in  answering  the 
above  inquiry. 

In  the  rooms  at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  Halifax  and  Pictou,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, as  well  as  at  London,  Liverpool,  and  Dublin,  the  classes  were 
in  turn  visited.  The  complexion  of  the  exercises  is  in  each  case 
the  same.  Mr.  Shipton,  the  London  Secretary,  has  fitly  described 
them  as  "  meetings  of  young  men  for  the  free,  friendly,  and  col- 
loquial study  of  God's  word."  Composed  exclusively  of  yoang 
men,  their  distinguishing  feature  is  the  use  of  social  talk  or  die 
cussion  over  the  Scripture  as  the  channel  through  which  results 
are  secured.  To  excite  an  interest  that  makes  itself  heard  in  the 
asking  or  answering  of  questions  is  the  common  aim  of  all  these 
classes. 

The  nucleus  and  steady  sustaining  element  of  such  a  company 
is,  as  we  might  expect,  a  band  of  Christian  young  men.  They 
come  desiring  to  know  more  of  the  Bible,  and  willing  to  give 
time  in  this  public  way  both  for  their  own  profit  and  with  the 
hope,  desire,  and  effort  to  interest  unconverted  young  men  in  the 
study  of  the  word  of  God.  At  Halifax  and  Pictou  this  small  com- 
pany were  the  chief  dependence  of  the  class.  The  leader  is  often 
changed,  and  his  influence  is  not  so  strongly  pronounced  as  in 
other  places.  Yet  in  Halifax  for  twenty  years  the  class  has  been 
steadily  maintained,  and  has  proved  powerful  for  good.  You  go 
away  feeling  that  these  young  men  are  the  stay  and  support  of 
the  undertaking.  It  is  on  them  the  choice  of  a  leader  depends. 
When  this  choice  is  a  happy  one,  the  interest  is  indeed  greatly  pro- 
moted, but  the  steady,  self-continuing  force  of  the  class  resides  in 
.this  small  hand  of  faithful  men. 
In  London  and  Dublin,  however,  the  leader  of  the  clou  seems  to 


be  the  main  prop.  He  is  happily  seconded  by  earnest  Christian 
young  men,  but  chief  reliance,  these  twenty  years  past,  has  bees 
placed  at  Dublin  upon  Mr.  James  Stoke?,  and  at  London  upon  Mr. 
W.  Edwyn  Shipton.  The  likeness  and  the  contrast  between  these 
two  veteran  Bible  teachers  are  striking  and  saggestive.  Each 
comes  to  the  class  w<th  excellent  preparation,  having  a  distinct 
lesson  to  impart.  Out  of  the  talk  of  the  hour  this  lesson  is  invsri 
ably  drawn  and  held  up  prominently. 

With  Mr.  Shipton  more  than  with  Mr.  Stokes,  one  is  sensible  of 
an  outward  compulsion,  forcing  the  class  into  the  track  of  bis 
thought.  His  leadership  is  made  visible.  The  ball  of  conversa- 
tion is  cast  back  and  forth  quite  freely  at  the  opening  of  the 
meeting.  But  gradually  the  teacher  asserts  both  the  topic  of 
the  lesson  (which  has  been  printed  and  published  beforehand) 
and  his  own  line  of  thought,  appropriating  a  larger  and  larger 
share  of  the  time.  At  intervals  he  rises  from  his  seat  and  makes 
a  little  speech  or  argument,  till  finally  the  lesson  is  closed  by  him 
in  this  attitude,  and  with  a  brief  and  masterly  summary  of  the 
points  that  have  been  discussed. 

Mr.  Stokes,  on  the  other  hand,  keeps  his  seat,  and  with  it  retains 
the  colloquial  quality  or  flavor  of  the  discussion.  The  topic  is 
not  announced,  but  the  class  resumes  study  at  the  verse  they  had 
reached  the  previous  Lord's  day.  The  teacher  has  firm  grasp  of 
the  points  he  wants  to  make,  but  his  aim  is  to  draw  the  class  to 
these  not  to  much  by  asserting  them,  as  by  directing  their  talk 
toward  these  truths  as  they  lie  in  the  verses  under  consideration. 
Skill,  tact,  and  ready  resource  are  called  for.  Mr.  Stokes  shows 
an  apt  command  of  these,  and  at  the  moment  too  when  they  are 
needed.  In  Dublin,  after  the  lesson,  a  brief  address  based  upon  it, 
and  directed  to  the  unconverted,  is  made  by  some  one  invited  for 
the  purpose. 

At  Liverpool,  the  class  is  large,  and  the  singing  was  specially 
enthusiastic.  Mr.  Nash,  the  leader,  did  not  preside  on  the  day 
when  the  writer  was  present.  The  class  resumes  study  each 
Lord's  day  at  the  verse  reached  the  previous  week.  Mr.  Nash  is 
accustomed  to  mingle  direct  and  pungent  appeal  to  the  unconverted, 
with  talk  about  the  lesson,  aiming  to  make  this  prominent  at 
every  meeting  of  the  class.  The  effect  of  this  method  or  habit 
was  evident  even  when  he  himself  did  not  occupy  the  chair. 

In  strong  contrast  with  these  colloquial  classes  for  Bible  study 
stands  what  is  perhaps  the  largest  of  the  Bible-classes  connected 
with  our  societies  in  the  United  States— viz. :  that  organized  by  the 
Association  in  New- York  City.  The  attendance  ranges  between 
two  and  three  hundred — a  clats  more  numerous,  perhaps,  than 
any  we  have  described.  But  it  is  composed  of  ladies  as  well  as 
gentlemen.  A  few  questions  only  are  asked  during  the  hour, 
and  with  no  design  of  provoking  conversation  or  discussion.  In 
terest  in  the  study  of  the  Bible,  however,  is  what  calls  the  com- 
pany together.  The  attraction  is  the  pithy,  original,  and  striking 
exposition  of  the  word  ot  God  given  by  the  teacher.  Professor  W. 
H.  Thomson,  M.D.  An  able  Biblical  scholar  and  a  complete 
master  of  his  theme,  he  holds  and  increases  his  audience  by  creat- 
ing genuine  interest  in  a  more  thorough  study  of  the  Scriptures. 

From  the  facts  just  recited,  some  useful  inferences  may  be 
drawn. 

The  English  Bible-class  is  a  patient,  deliberative  assembly.  An 
American  is  particularly  struck  with  this  phase  of  It.  These  men, 
he  remarks  with  surprise,  have  little  that  is  exciting  to  call  them 
together.  They  seek  quiet,  calm  discussion,  and  exhibit  a  patience 
rare  among  us.  The  conversation,  free  to  everybody,  will  at 
times,  in  spite  of  all  the  leader  or  friends  can  do,  grow  slow  and 
even  tedious.  But  the  members  of  the  class  put  up  with  this 
and,  mindful  of  countervailing  alvantages,  are  sure  to  come 
again. 

Such  an  observer  is  at  no  loss  to  understand  how,  during  these 
years  in  which  the  Bible-class  has  taken  the  leading  place  in  th« 
work  of  our  British  brethren,  the  prayer  meeting,  with  its  improv 
ed  songs  and  brevities,  has  in  American  Associations  become 
the  popular  agency.  We  lack  lamentably  that  calm,  patient,  de- 
liberative spirit  which  they  bring  to  the  study  of  the  Bible,  and 
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they,  perhaps,  may  borrow  to  advantage  from  us  hints  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  prayer  meeting.  It  was  with  this  thought  that  a  del- 
egate from  the  British  Provinces,  at  the  late  International  Conven- 
tion, wisely  urged  upon  bis  countrymen  the  American  prayer- 
meeting,  and  upon  brethren  from  the  United  States  the  English 
Bible-class. 

But  in  effecting  this  exchange,  the  meeting  for  prayer  will 
naturally  require  and  receive  a  British  adaptation  springing  out  of 
national  wants  and  peculiarities.  The  Bible-class  also  must  ia 
turn  undergo  an  Americanization.  What  is  suited  to  brethren 
across  the  border  and  the  sea  cannot  perhaps  in  every  particular 
be  reproduced  among  us. 

But  in  adapting  it  to  our  use,  a  knowledge  of  the  experience  of 
our  British  brethren  will  be  very  serviceable.  From  what  has 
been  already  written  in  this  article,  we  may  infer  some  of  tfae 
conditions  neccessary  to  the  organization  of  a  conversational 
Bible-class,  and  among  these  we  would  lay  special  emphasis  on 
the  two  following : 

1.  As  a  nucleus  of  the  clan,  a  few  Christian  young  men  are 
needed,  with  enough  enthusiasm  for  this  colloquial  study  of  God's 
word  to  induce  them  to  give  timo  to  meet  and  engage  in  it.  This 
enthusiasm,  to  be  worth  anything,  must  spring  out  of  a  genuine, 
practical  belief  in  the  Bible  as  containing  such  a  revelation  from 
God  to  each  one  of  us,  as  demands  of  us  constant  and  daily 
study  of  the  book.  This  belief,  if  really  practical  and  not 
merely  a  dogma,  would  make  the  Biblo  more  important  and  more 
sensibly  necessary  to  us  than  the  newspaper.  A  few  Christian 
young  men  coming  together  with  such  an  impulse  and  desire 
would  constitute  in  themselves  an  excellent  class,  the  power  of 
which  would  be  widoly  felt. 

But  the  motive  of  these  young  men  should  be  two-fold :  1.  Desire 
for  better  knowledge  and  more  intelligent  love  of  the  word  of 
God  for  themselves.  This  is,  indeed,  vital  and  indispensable. 
What  do  American  Christian  young  men  need  more  than  thorough 
and  spiritual  acquaintance  with  the  Bible  1  But  a  second  and 
powerful  motive  with  these  brethren  would  be  to  bring  uncon 
verted  young  men  into  the  atmosphere  of  reverent  study  and  calm 
discussion  of  the  sacred  word.  To  many  this  atmosphere  would 
be  more  congenial  than  that  of  the  prayer-meeting,  and  the  relig- 
ious attractiveness  of  the  Association  would  be  doubled.  Who  can 
doubt  that  a  Bible-class  originating  in  the  prayerful  enthusiasm 
and  under  the  power  of  the  motives  we  have  spoken  of  would,  in 
any  Association,  invigorate  the  piety  of  its  members  and  be  felt 
among  unconverted  young  men  t 

2.  A  good  leader  would,  perhaps,  be  more  helpful  to  an  Ameri- 
can than  to  an  English  Bible-class.  To  keep  the  stream  of  talk 
and  discussion  within  the  banks  of  the  subject,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  give  flavor  and  freshness  to  the  topics  treated,  would  re- 
quire a  person  well  versed  in  the  Scriptures  and  possessed  of  gen- 
uine tact  and  skill.  Something  of  the  originality  and  scholarly 
mastery  of  the  subject  whici  J>r.  Thomson  brings  to  his  class  in 
New- York  would  be  keenly  appreciated.  Seek  for,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, secure  such  a  leader.  In  many  cases,  however,  he  cannot  be 
obtained.  Shall  the  class  be  postponed  till  he  is  forthcoming ? 
We  would  reply  emphatically,  No.  If  theAssociation  has  a  Gen- 
eral Secretary,  by  all  means  let  him  attempt  the  leadership.* 
This  is  the  practice  suite  generally  of  the  English  Associations. 
The  nucleus  of  earnest,  prayerful  Christian  young  men,  however, 
is  far  more  important  than  the  leader. 

What  might  be  termed  a  social  adjunct  of  the  Bible-class  ia  fur- 
nished in  London,  Dublin,  and  New- York,  in  the  shape  of  a  free 
tea  to  all  who  tarry  for  it.  It  consists  simply  of  good  tea,  bread 
and  butter.  This  hospitable  token  of  practical  sympathy  is  often 
very  helpful  in  winning  the  favor  and  confidence  of  young  men. 
In  New  York  a  brief  prayer-meeting  is  held  after  the  tea.  At 
Liverpool  a  tea  is  famished,  but  only  for  the  Christian  young  men, 
who  afterward  go  out  on  the  streets  with  tracts  and  invitations 
to  the  evening  meeting  for  the  masses,  conducted  ia  that  city  by 
the  Association. 


ASSOCIATION    WORK    IN     TOWNS. 

At  all  our  Conventions  the  question  continually  comes  up, 
"How  can  we  best  organize  and  carry  on  our  work  in  towns  V 
and  very  earnest  discussions  on  the  subject  bring  out  many  valu- 
able suggestions ;  yet  the  fact  that  many  of  our  Associations  die 
out  from  want  cf  knowledge  brings  the  question  up  again  and 
again.  How  to  do  it — how  shall  we  organize,  how  shall  we  carry 
on  this  work  T 

These  are  vital  questions,  and  unless  answered  clearly  and  di- 
rectly, the  result  is  weak,  spasmodic  action,  ending  in  dissolution 
and  discouragement.  We  think  the  question  has  been  fully  set- 
tled that  in  every  city  of  10,000  inhabitants,  there  is  an  ample 
field  for  an  active  working  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
that  is  to  say,  there  is  abundance  of  aggressive  Christian  work 
that  can  be  better  done  through  such  an  agency  than  by  any 
denominational  efforts ;  but  in  our  towns  of  from  4000  to  8000 
inhabitants  the  case  is  different,  and  here  it  is  that "  light  is 
wanted  "  on  this  matter. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  it  requires  great  determination,  steady 
labor  and  judicious  management  to  sustain  an  Association  in  a 
small  town — perhaps  even  more  persistent,  steady  work  from  the 
few  who  are  at  the  head  of  it  tban  is  required  from  the  officers  of 
large  Associations,  for  in  the  latter  case  much  of  the  work  that 
should  be  done  by  the  officers  and  committees  is  delegated  to  the 
paid  Secretary,  but  in  the  smaller  Associations  neglect  of  duty  or 
inefficiency  on  the  part  of  the  officers  or  committees  is  fatal. 
Meetings  become  small,  work  languishes,  members  drop  off,  the 
public  forget  its  existence,  and  it  fades  out  of  sight.  Now,  in  the 
first  place,  I  would  say  to  Christian  friends  in  our  towns  where 
no  Association  exists,  and  who  hear  reports  of  what  is  being  done 
in  other  places  and  at  once  feel  desirous  to  form  an  Association, 
to  all  such  I  would  say,  make  haste  slowly  ;  do  not  at  once  get  up 
a  public  meeting,  and  while  there,  inspired  by  the  addresses  of 
visitors  who  are  too  apt  to  varnish  things  rather  highly,  organize 
a  society  on  the  spot,  with  men's  names  put  down  for  offices  tney 
have  neither  time  nor  ability  to  attend  to ;  such  organizations 
have  no  root,  and  after  a  brief  strnggle  they  go  out  of  existence, 
often  leaving  behind  them  unpaid  accounts  and  unfulfilled  prom- 
ises. Brethren,  if  you  want  to  do  something  in  your  town  for  the 
young  men  who  are  drifting  into  idle  habits,  getting  in  question- 
able company,  acquiring  a  taste  for  things  that  lead  away  from 
good  influences,  in  the  first  place  seek  God's  direction  in  every 
step  you  take,  then  get  together  and  talk  the  matter  quietly  over, 
send  for  pamphlets  and  suggestions  published  by  the  Executive 
Committee  and  supplied  free  to  all  who  want  them ;  call  on  each 
pastor  in  your  town  and  get  his  assistance  and  counsel ;  lay  it 
down  as  a  rule  that  no  Association  can  exist  long  that  has  not  the 
hearty  cooperation  of  the  ministers,  therefore  consult  them  before 
starting.  If  there  is  a  fair  chance  of  success,  depend  upon  it  the 
pastors  will  say,  "  God-speed"  to  every  good  work  and  will  take 
bold  and  help  you  to  make  it  a  success.  Next,  call  on  the  active 
Christian  men  of  business  in  the  town— merchants,  lawyers,  etc.— 
and  secure  their  support,  for  from  them  your  pecuniary  aid  must 
largely  be  drawn,  and  as  a  rule  they  are  ready  for  a  deserving 
object,  if  convinced  of  its  value.  Then  secure,  if  possible,  the  as- 
sistance of  the  press ;  and  here  let  me  say  that  for  many  years 
the  publishers  of  many  of  our  weekly  newspapers  have  "  freely 
given"  to  the  Association ;  and  we  believe  that  in  nearly  every 
town  in  our  Province,  editors  can  be  found  willing  to  insert  a 
notice  or  give  direct  aid  toward  any  and  every  Christian  enter- 
prise. Now  through  the  press  put  your  plans  before  the  public, 
and  gain  their  attention,  and  if,  from  general  remark,  and  under 
the  advice  before  referred  to,  it  is  thought  well  to  organize  an  As- 
sociation, do  so,  get  the  names  of  Christian  men  willing  to  act  as 
the  officers,  get  as  many  supporters  as  possible,  interest  the  ladies, 
the  mothers,  and  sisters,  canvass  all  the  churches  for  young  men, 
and  then  call  a  public  meeting,  ask  the  ministers  to  come  and 
make  ten-minute  addresses,  have  a  live  man  for  chairman,  invite 
some  brethren  already  engaged  in  the  work  to  speak  from  expo- 
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rienoe,  do  not  get  any  peripatetic  spoutets  who  go  round  the  coun- 
try blowing  their  own  trumpet,  or  doing  platform-exhorting.  As  a 
rale,  they  are  generally  exhauster*;  and  you  don't  require  stale 
platitudes  or  crude  theology ;  you  want  common-sense  talk  on  a 
special  form  of  Christian  work.  Sow  to  do  iff  and  no  display  of 
oratorical  fireworks  will  supply  the  knowledge  you  require ;  be 
earnest,  be  enthusiastic,  be  sensible,  be  humble,  be  prayerful,  be 
willing  to  be  anything  for  Christ's  sake,  and  believe  in  God's 
promises ;  thus  lay  the  foundations  of  your  Christian  Association, 
and  it  will  live  and  thrive.— Toronto,  Ont.,  Pure  Odd. 


ASSOCIATION    COMMITTEE    WORK. 

COMMITTEE  ON  VISITATION  OF  THE  SICK. 

Qui  of  the  pillars  of  many  of  our  secret  organizations  is  the 
and  support  they  afford  their  members  when  sick.  The  Church 
has  been  behind  in  this  charity  for  the  brotherhood  and  so  she 
has  driven  many  into  these  societies  for  refuge. 

The  care  of  the  sick  is  a  work  which  cannot  be  overlooked  in  our 
Association.  It  is  not  usually  a  burdensome  labor,  but  eminently 
a  Christian  one.  There  should  be  a  regular  committee  for  this 
work,  composed  of  at  least  one  medical  gentleman ;  the  others 
should  be  young  men  who  have  an  adaptation  for  the  sick-room — 
who  are  possessed  of 'quick  sympathies,  buoyant  spirits,  and  a 
bright,  cheerful  piety. 

What  is  the  work  T  To  provide  medical  attendance,  and  sup- 
port, if  needed,  watchers,  and  anything  that  will  contribute  to  the 
patient's  comfort  and  restoration.  Depression  of  the  spirits  is  one 
of  the  worst  of  evils  for  a  sick  person ;  how  much  then  a  call,  a 
little  delicacy,  a  warm  shake  of  the  hand,  may  do,  it  is  impossible 
to  tell.    Physicians  acknowledge  their  medicinal  value. 

Our  first  duty  is  obviously  to  our  members.  If  our  work  is  too 
limited  here,  then  let  it  be  known  that  we  are  ready  to  attend  to 
the  wants  of  others.  That  sick  young  man  in  a  boarding-house, 
on  the  top  floor,  who  has  no  affectionate  sister  or  loving  mother, 
is  pining  for  sympathy,  if  not  for  the  comforts  and  little  attentions 
which  illuminate  the  sick-room.  Go  and  see  him,  and  let  him 
feel  that  he  is  remembered.  Visit  the  hospitals,  where  they  exist, 
and  enlist  the  cooperation  of  ladies,  who  are  really  the  most  effi- 
cient workers  in  this  branch  of  our  labor.  This  committee  should 
have  a  treasurer,  and  he  should  be  kept  supplied  with  funds,  that 
he  may  be  prepared  for  emergencies. 

MEMBERSHIP  COMKITTBB. 

This  committee  should  be  composed  of  three  or  five  members, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  creden- 
tials of  candidates  for  membership. 

As  there  is  necessarily  some  delay  in  the  election  of  members, 
and  as  young  men  often  want  to  avail  themselves  immediately  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Association,  there  should  be  some  method  by 
which  the  difficulty  can  be  met.  In  the  New- York  Society,  associ- 
ate members  are  admitted  without  the  form  of  election,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  dues,  the  only  test  being  morality.  Active  members  are 
admitted  on  the  same  terms  to  associate  membership,  for  a  time,  if 
they  so  desire,  and  as  soon  as  the  form  of  election  is  complied  with, 
the  name  is  transferred  to  the  list  of  active  members.  The  duties 
of  this  committee  are  very  limited,  and  need  not  be  long  dilated 
upon.  It  should  exorcise  due  caution  to  keep  its  roll  as  free  as  can 
practically  be  from  black  sheep. 

"  CHURCH  COMMITTEE. 

The  Church  Committee  is  the  connecting  link  between  the  Asso 
elation  and  the  Church.  In  this  view,  its  object  should  be  to  in- 
terest the  pastor  and  Church  in  the  Association ,  to  exhibit  it  in 
its  true  light,  as  one  link  in  the  golden  chain  of  Christian  effort, 
and  as  a  true  friend  of  the  Church,  because  an  integral  part  of  it, 
and  because  laboring  for  the  same  end.  A  minister  or  member  of 
a  church  may  have  a  decided  antipathy  to  this  organization,  be- 
cause he  has  looked  at  it  from  the  wrong  position,  and  because  he 
has  not  seen  the  spirit  which  animates  it.  Invite  such  an  one  to 
a  personal  inspection  of  the  work ;  let  him  breathe  the  atmosphere 
of  the  rooms.  Individuals  sometimes  appear  repulsive  to  us,  when 


a  closer  acquaintance  makes  them  our  firm  friends ;  so  it  will 
doubtless  prove  here  in  very  many  cases. 

Another  object  is  to  interest  the  young  men  of  the  Church  In  the 
Association — young  men  who  are  residents,  and  particularly  those 
who  are  strangers  in  the  place. 

Another,  and  the  most  important  object,  is  to  introduce  young 
men  who  come  as  strangers  to  the  Association,  to  the  church  they 
may  select.  Many  young  men  come  to  our  cities,  and  float  about 
from  one  church  to  another,  or  go  to  no  church.  These  the  commit 
tee  should  reach,  and  introduce  them  personally  to  the  pastor  or 
some  members  of  the  church  they  select.  By  this  kindly  notice, 
and  watching  a  young  man's  after-course,  how  many  might  be 
saved  1 

To  carry  out  the  objects  we  have  named — whioh  seem  to  us  the 
principal  ones— the  committee  should  be  made  up  of  two  er  three 
members  from  each  evangelical  church  represented  in  the  town  or 
city.  They  should  meet  once  a  month  to  report  upon  the  work, 
and  for  the  Christian  union  that  will  be  promoted  thereby. 

MUSIC  COMMITTEE 

This  committee  should,  if  possible,  be  composed  of  men  of  musi- 
cal culture ;  it  need  not  be  a  large  committee,  but  those  composing 
it  should  have  an  appreciation  of  the  cultivation  of  music  for  the 
purposes  of  praise.  The  want  of  this  culture  is  obvious  enough  in 
our  prayer-meetings.  Vocal  music  is  an  important  adjunct  in 
Christian  work.  It  is  the  life,  to  a  considerable  extent,  of  our 
open-air  services,  and,  as  an  element  in  worship,  it  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with  in  our  efforts.  By  cultivating  vocal  music  young 
men  will  largely  increase  their  capacity  for  usefulness. 

With  this  contribution  closes  our  series  of  articles  on  the  work  of 
the  various  committees  in  our  Association.  In  the  main,  we  think 
it  covers  the  ground.  The  suggestions  offered  are  the  offspring 
of  an  experience  of  seven  or  eight  years  in  Association  work,  and 
it  is  the  hope  and  prayer  of  the  writer  that  they  may  be  of  practi- 
cal value  in  the  great  and  glorious  work  of  saving  young  men. 


A    WORD    TO    YOUNQ    MEN. 

BY  BKV.  AKTBUB  T.  PIEBSON,  DBTBOIT,  MICH. 

tan  me  remind  you  that  human  history  shows  that,  in  moat 
cases,  a  truly  useful  life  begins  to  be  serviceable  near  it*  source. 
In  the  great  Westminster  of  feme,  how  .many  high  niob.ee  and 
conspicuous  tablets  are  asslgnod  to  young  men!  They  have  been 
the  fathers  in  history,  poetry,  oratory,  science  and  art,  war,  and 
even  philosophy. 

Before  the  age  of  thirty,  Virgil  stood  at  the  head  of  the  Latin 
poets,  Luther  led  the  hosts  of  the  Reformation,  and  Newton  occu- 
pied the  front  rank  among  discoverers.  Before  twenty-eight  years 
had  passed,  Herodotus  had  recited  his  nine  books  of  history  at  the 
Olympic  games,  and  Hannibal  brought  Spain  into  subjection  to 
the  arms  of  Carthage.  A  quarter-century  old,  Demosthenes  is  the 
golden-mouth  of  Greece,  and  Cicero  the  silver-tongue  of  Rome ! 
Raphael  is,  at  the  same  age,  summoned  by  Julius  II.  to  adorn,  with 
his  immortal  cartoons,  the  panels  of  the  Vatican,  and  Galileo  nightly 
treads  the  paths  of  the  shining  fields  above,  in  search  of  undiscov- 
ered stars  1  At  the  same  age,  Shakespeare  stands  at  the  head  of 
all  dramatic  writers,  and.  Jonathan  Edwards  and  George  White 
field  are  princes  among  preachers  I  At  twenty-two,  Alexander  had 
overturned  the  Persian  empire,  and  Napoleon  and  Washington 
were  accomplished  generals.  Plate  was,  at  twentf,  the  intimate 
friend  and  peer  of  Socrates,  and  called  Aristotle  "the  mind  of  his 
school"  at  seventeen.  Pascal  is  a  great  mathematician  at  sixteen, 
-and  Bacon  is  no  older  when  he  lays  the  basis  of  his  inductive  phi- 
losophy, and  begins  to  revolutionize  the  thought  of  the  world  1 
The  list  might  be  swelled  to  hundreds  and  thousands.  Let  these 
suffice  to  illustrate  the  statement  that,  in  all  departments  of  effort 
and  study,  genius  and  talent,  invention  and  discovery,  youthful 
energy  and  enterprise  have  been  crowned  with  the  laurels  of  im- 
mortality 1 

Young  men,  do  you  appreciate  your  privileges  f  Do  you  grasp 
the  hour  of  your  opportunity  T    Never  were  there  such  helps  to 
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power,  never  bo  much  to  evoke  true  greatness,  never  bo  little  to 
excuse  a  useless  life !  In  contrast  with  the  noon-tide  of  glory  that 
shines  upon  your  heads,  it  was  but  faint  starlight  that  made  the 
crescent  sparkle  above  the  Turkish  mosque ;  it  was  but  moonlight 
that  silvered  the  Roman  eagles,  or  the  columned  shrines  of  Greoce. 
Yes,  in  comparison,  it  was  but  the  gray  dawn  that  shone  upon 
Judea,  add  gilded  the  turrets  on  Mt.  Moriah.  You  live  in  the  full 
blaze  of  a  civilisation  of  whose  glory  Athens  never  dreamed,  and 
which  Arabia  or  Assyria,  Egypt  or  Borne,  never  even  foreshadowed ! 
That  which,  according  to  intellectual  standards,  made  Archimedes 
a  philosopher  is  the  common-school  education  of  every  boy ;  and 
what,  by  moral  measurement,  constituted  Socrates  a  sage,  is  but 
the  alphabet  of  a  Sunday-school  ethics.  So  rapid  has  been  the 
growth  of  ideas,  both  in  the  sphere  of  mind  and  morals !  It  is 
alike  a  law  of  nature  and  of  God,  that  to  whom  much  is  given,  of 
him  will  much  be  required.  All  your  surroundings  conspire  to 
make  you  great  and  mighty  for  good.  You  have  only  to  be  true 
to  yourselves  and  your  opportunity. 


A    COMMENDABLE    EXAMPLE    OF    STATE 
WORK. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  other  States  what  can  be  done,  we 
give  a  few  brief  extracts  from  the  model  Report  of  the  State  Exec- 
utive Committee  to  the  Fifth  Annual  Convention,  at  Carlisle,  Pa. : 

"  The  Executive  Committee,  in  presenting  its  Annual  Repoit, 
states  that  the  work  has  been  highly  encouraging  the  past  year. 
At  its  meeting  in  October,  the  Committee  determined  to  hold  a  sc- 
ries of  visitation-meetings,  or  local  conventions,  among  the  Asso 
ciations  of  the  State.  Each  member  of  the  Committee,  in  his  par- 
ticular district,  with  its  Secretary,  and  Prof.  Wm.  Johnson,  were 
appointed  to  conduct  these  meetings.  The  first  series  were  held 
in  December  and  January.  At  its  meeting  in  February,  the  Com 
mittee  received  written  reports  from  those  meetings  of  so  encour- 
aging a  nature  that  it  determined  to  continue  them  through  March 
and  April,  making  personal  pledges  of  sufficient  funds  to  carry  on 
the  work.  Fifty  of  these  conventions  have  been  held,  continuing 
from  one  to  three  days  in  each  place,  making  in  all  three  hundred 
and  fifty  sessions  of  conventions  that  have  been  held  throughout 
the  State  the  past  year.  The  object  of  these  meetings  has  not  been 
to  awaken  general  interest,  so  much  as  to  stimulate  those  who  are 
already  engaged  in  the  work.  In  many  places,  both  of  these  ends 
were  accomplished.  In  almost  every  place  a  deep  spiritual  inter- 
est was  manifested.  At  Carbondale,  Great  Bend,  Williamsport, 
and  Jersey  Shore,  quite  a  number  gave  evidence  of  conviction  for 
sin,  and  of  rejoicing  in  Jesus  as  their  Saviour.  The  testimony  of 
many  Christians  was  that  they  had  enjoyed  genuine  times  of  re- 
freshing, of  incitement  to  a  holier  life,  and  an  humblor  reliance 
upon  the  grace  of  God  for  a  life  of  consecration  to  His  service. 
Many  of  our  Associations  have  had  no  definite  aim  in  view,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  a  feverith,  fitful  existence,  and  in  many  in- 
stances a  shameful  death.  The  salvation  of  souls,  and  especially 
of  young  men,  and  the  development  of  their  spiritual  strength,  i* 
the  true  aim  of  these  organizations.  With  this  aim  specia  lly 
urged  in  our  meetings,  they  were  blessed  in  giving  strength  to 
many  of  the  weak  organizations,  and  placing  the  woik  of  the  As- 
sociation in  a  new  light  before  the  minds  of  many  people.  Twen 
ty-four  new  organizations  have  been  formed  during  the  year. 
There  are  one  hundred  Associations  in  the  State.  A  few  are  dis- 
organized for  want  of  a  place  of  meeting,  and  a  few  through  lack 
of  interest  and  consecration  to  the  work  on  the  part  of  their  mem- 
bers. It  is  hop*  d,  by  timely  encouragement  and  judicious  man' 
agemont,  these  Associations  may  yet  bo  revived,  and  made  per- 
manently efficient  in  the  service  of  Christ. 

"  Forty  private  visitations  have  been  made,  in  addition  to  the 
local  conventions.  Fifty  sermons  and  addresses  have  been  deliv- 
ered with  special  reference  to  the  work,  in  as  many  different  places. 
Eight  thousand  pamphlets  and  circulars  have  been  sent  to  the  va 
rious  Associations  in  the  State,  and  over  ten  thousand  miles  have 
been  travelled  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the  Committee." 

ENCOURAGING    TO    YOUNG    MEN. 

"  Four  of  the  most  distinguished  graduates  of  Washington  and 
Leo  Univers'ty  are  at  the  University  of  Berlin.  This  .is  the  best 
evidence  that  could  be  given  of  the  standard  of  scholarship  that 
obtains  here ;  for  the  best  education  is  that  which  inspires  the 
largest  thirst  for  knowledge.  And  we  can  add,  as  a  further  sig- 
nificant fact — alike  honorable  to  those  concerned  and  encouraging 
to  others — that  every  one  of  these  is  suppoited  in  Europe,  mainly 
if  not  wholly,  by  hi*  own  earnings  tinee  giaduation." — Southern 
Collegian. 

These  facts  should  induce  every  young  man  who  desires  an 


"  THE  BLOOD  OF  JESUSl" 

BIT  HENRY  A.  LAVBLY. 

"  The  blood  of  Jesus  !"    Catch  the  strain, 
Ye  royal  sons  of  Truth, 
And  let  the  theme  proclaim  His  reign, 
Fresh  with  eternal  youth. 

"  The  blood  of  Jesus  1"    Grander  grows 
This  wondrous  sonar  of  love, 
Until  the  heart  with  rapture  flows, 
And  joins  the  harps  above. 

"  The  blood  of  Jesus  I"    O  ye  choirs 
Before  tlie  Father's  throne, 
With  gladness  touch  your  trembling  lyres, 
And  make  His  glory  known. 

"  Toe  blood  of  Jesus  1"    Higher  still 
The  charming  anthem  raise. 
And  let  its  grandeur  sweetly  fill 
The  universe  of  praise. 

'*  The  blood  of  Jesus  1"    O  ye  saints, 
How  golden  is  your  speech  I 
The  angels'  voices  are  but  plaints 
When  they  such  heights  would  reach  1 

"  The  blood  of  Jesus  !"    Join  the  lay, 
Ye  pilgrims  still  below, 
Till  thou  in  endless,  perfect  day,. 
Tho  "  joyful  sound  shall  know." 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Nov.  1st,  1872. 


A    FLAN    AND  AN   APPEAL. 

A  writer  in  the  Grand  Rapids  (Mich.)  College  Journal  un- 
folds a  plan  for  securing  a  building  for  the  Grand  Rapids  As- 
sociation. The  plan  is  plain  and  simple,  and  perfectly  feasi- 
ble if  "  every  inhabitant  will  consent  to  tax  himself  "  to  the 
necessary  amount  to  accomplish  it.    The  writer  says : 

"The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  city,  now 
in  the  sixth  year  of  its  existence,  presents  a  record  of  pros- 
perity and  success  scarcely  surpassed  by  any  similar  organiza- 
tion, of  its  means  and  ways,  in  the  country.  Indeed,  so  rap- 
idly has  it  risen  from  what  was  a  small  and  contracted  begin- 
ning, of  eleven  members,  into  a  broadly  extended  sphere  of 
usefulness,  that  a  sketch  of  the  most  important  points  in  its 
history  would  not  be  devoid  of  interest.  The  Association  has 
furnished  attractive  parlors  and  free  reading-rooms  (No.  15 
Monroe-street),  where  may  be  found  many  of  the  leading 
journals  and  periodicals,  to  which  they  invito  all  who  may 
visit  our  prosperous  and  growing  city. 

"  We  trust  our  citizens  will  give  these  young  men,  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past,  the  assurance  that  they  will  support  the 
Association  in  their  I:  udable  work. 

"One  of  their  chief  aims  now. is  to  put  up  an  Association 
building,  which  is  so  much  needed,  but  to  accomplish  this 
they  need  more  than  words  of  sympathy.  They  must  have 
encouragement  in  the  form  of  money. 

"  We  would  suggest  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation and  the  Board  of  Education  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheel,  combine  their  entire  forces,  make  an  appeal  to  our 
wealthy  and  liberal  citizens  for  subscriptions  sufficient  for  the 
erection  of  a  building,  centrally  located,  its  main  object  being 
to  benefit  and  aid  the  young  men  coming  to  this  growing  and 
beautiful  city  of  the  West,  as  well  as  those  already  identified 
with  its  business  and  social  interests. 

"If  every  inhabitant  in  this  city  would  consent  to  tax  him- 
self to  the  amount  of  $2,  the  object  in  view  would  already 
be  accomplished,  and  the  money  well  invested.  Many,  how- 
ever, would  not  feel  able  to  pay  but  fifty  cents,  while  others 
might  easily  pay  from  $5  to  $50,  or  even  $500.  Let  the 
good  work  go  on,  and  a  monument  be  erected  which  will  be 
un  honor  to  the  Association  and  citizens." 


WISDOM  ON  THE  STREET. 

The  RuLta  of  a  Wor  siiipper  of  Mammon.— 1 .  Forget  God,  for  it 
would  be  probable  tnat  you  would  otherwise  repent.  2.  Forget 
thy  neighbor*,  else  you  would  feel  merciful  on  seeing  the  sufferings 
of  some  of  them.  8.  Forget  your  soul  and  conscience,  else  you 
may  occasionally  hear  its  voice  and  repent.  4.  Forget  death,  the  day 
of  judgment,  and  hell,  else  you  might  despair.     How  are  you 
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Carefully  written,  terse  and  pointed  articles,  designed  to 
Interest  YOCN6  MEN  and  to  Improve  them  Intellectually, 
morally,  or  spiritually,  or  to  guide  and  Instruct  Associa- 
tion workers,  are  solicited. 

FRATERNAL    GREETINGS  TO  MONTREAL. 

The  Montreal  Association  has  reached  its  twenty-first  birth- 
day. We  send  it  the  congratulations  of  its  younger  brothers. 
Its  conduct  has  ever  been  exemplary.  From  early  boyhood 
it  has  been  diligent  in  the  Master's  cause,  and  now  it  has 
reached  maturity,  educated  and  disciplined  for  manly  Chris- 
tian effort.  It  has  lived  not  only  through  its  own  transitions, 
but  through  a  transition  age.  It  has  been  called  to  mourn 
many  untimely  deaths  in  the  great  Association  family,  but  it  is 
permitted  to  see  a  numerous  host  of  the  brotherhood  growing 
up  to  vigorous  manhood.  It  can  look  back  to  the  time  when 
the  Association  was  hardly  allowed  to  call  the  Church  mother. 
To-day  it  is  recognized  among  her  most  worthy  and  legitimate 
offspring.  It  can  remember  when  the  Associations  could  with 
difficulty  beg  money  to  pay  for  scanty  lodgings  in  cellars  and 
attics;  it  has  lived  to  see  them  freely  supplied  with  funds  to 
build  for  themselves  splendid  palaces,  and  itself  about  to  be 
housed  in  its  own  right  royal  mansion.  Thus  it  has  not  only 
reached  an  auspicious  period  in  its  own  life,  but  also  in  the 
life  of  the  Association  enterprise.  And  now,  matured  as  it  is, 
and  prepared  as  it  is,  to  work  for  the  salvation  of  young 
men,  our  earnest  prayer  is  that  it  may  live  long  enough,  and 
have  grace  sufficient,  to  enable  it  to  guide  the  wandering  feet 
of  millions  and  millions  of  young  men  to  the  Father's  house  of 
many  mansions.  ^^^___^ 

WANTEB, 

Fob  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Philadelphia,  Fa.,  a  Christian  man  competent  to  take  en- 
tire charge  and  superintendence  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  work  for  which  it  has  been  organized. 

Address,  with  reference,  stating  salary  expected,      B., 

Box  2027,  Philadelphia. 

This  advertisement  shows  that  there  is  a  demand  for  young 
men  thoroughly  educated  and  qualified  for  the  superintend- 
ence of  Association  work.  The  efficiency  of  the  Association 
depends  largely  on  such  men,  and  yet  we  have  no  facilities, 
beyond  the  work  itself,  for  fitting  them  for  this  position.  Af- 
ter a  pupil  is  well  grounded  in  any  art  or  science,  practice 
tends  to  perfection,  but  practice  without  this  fundamental 
knowledge  tends  only  to  distraction,  and  this  latter  is  the 
only  school  we  have  to  prepare  superintendents  for  our  work. 
"It  ought  not  so  to  be.  The  number  of  efficient  Associations 
could  easily  be  doubled  in  a  single  year,  if  we  had  properly 
qualified  men  to  take  charge  of  them. 


A  circular  issued  by  this  Association  has  recently  fallen  into 
our  hands.  We  give  it  below  as  a  good  example  for  other 
Associations,  and  also  to  show  any  one  who  may  think  of  ap- 
plying for  the  position  of  superintendent  that  the  Association 
is  a  live  one,  and  that  it  will  require  a  live  man  to  manage  it. 
We  hope  no  one  will  .apply  whose  only  recommendation  is 
"  nothing  else  to  do  " : 

"Dear  Sir:  The  want  of  a  suitable  building,  in  which 
public  entertainments  of  a.  social,  moral,  and  intellectual  char- 
acter can  be  held,  has  been  long  felt,  and  it  has  become  a  ne- 
cessity to  provide  such  a  building. 

"  We  would,  therefore,  respectfully  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  our  Association  proposes  to  erect  a  building,  on 
some  eligible  site,  which  shall  contain  a  commodious  hail  for 
the  use  of  the  community,  which  may  be  rented  for  all  proper 
purposes,  a  library-room  with  a  free  library,  a  large  reading- 
room,  and  rooms  for  devotional  and  educational  purposes, 
and  for  recreation ;  also  a  gymnasium  and  bath-rooms.  These 
are  to  be  for  the  convenience  and  good  of  all,  while  they  will 
especially  meet  the  wants  of  our  young  men,  and  thus  attract 
them  from  evil  influences  and  associations.  Every  good  citi- 
zen must  hail  this  movement  of  the  Association  with  pleasure, 
and  every  Christian  must  feel  that,  in  aiding  it,  he  follows 
the  example  of  Him  wbo  went  about  doing  good. 

"To  accomplish  fu'ly  what  is  proposed,  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars  are  required.  With  this  amount,  the  Association 
can  put  up  a  building  which  will  be  an  ornament  to  the 
neighborhood,  with  stores  in  front,  the  rent  of  which  will 
aid  in  sustaining  its  work. 

"  With  this  exposition  of  its  plans,  the  Association  makes 
its  appeal  to  the  public  for  aid,  trusting  that,  with  the  Divine 
favor,  it  will  be  enabled  to  accomplish  its  purposes.  Sub- 
scriptions will  be  payable  in  instalments,  at  regular  periods, 
and  will  be  called  in  as  the  work  progresses.  Every  member 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  is  provided  with  a  subscription- 
book,  but  a  committee,  duly  accredited  by  the  corporation, 
will  call  upon  you  to  solicit  your  aid." 


THE  ASSOCIATION,   AND  ITS  RELATIONS 
TO  THE  CHURCH. 

A  writer  in  the  St.  John  (1ST.  B.)  Pretbyttrian  Advocate 
furnishes  a  brief  report  of  the  recent  Convention  at  Halifax, 
and  gives  a  sharp  outline  of  the  Association ;  but,  like  some 
others,  he  erroneously  assumes  that  its  mission  is  to  teach 
and  rebuke  the  Church  by  its  example,  and  that  after  it  has 
sufficiently  stimulated  and  educated  the  Church,  its  tutorship 
will  cease  and  its  existence  terminate.    He  says: 

"  The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  has  just  closed  its  sessions 
in  Halifax.  Though  the  novelty  attending  these  meetings  has 
worn  off,  yet  the  interest  in  them  remains  unabated.  About  fifty 
Associations,  including  in  the  aggregate  more  than  four  thousand 
members,  were  represented  at  this  Convention.  The  number  of 
delegates,  including  -ministers  of  the  gospel,  was  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy.  Such  a  gathering  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  power- 
ful influence  on  the  Christian  community  in  which  it  assembles. 
Many  of  the  most  vigorous  Christians  in  the  various  denomina- 
tions were  among  the  delegates.  Their  devotional  exercises  were 
extremely  interesting  and  profitable.  So  many  earnest  men  can- 
not meet  for  consultation  and  work  without  mutually  imparting 
benefits  to  each  other.  The  discussions  on  practical  and  business 
matters  are  often  as  interesting  from  the  differences  of  views  ex- 
pressed and  the  various  plans  propounded  as  from  the  finding  ar- 
rived at.  The  Convention  possesses  no  legislative  powers.  Its 
resolutions  may  give  advice;  suggestions  may  be  thrown  out; 
but  authoritative  laws  can  scarcely  be  promulgated.  Many  prac- 
tical hints  of  Igreat  value  drop  from  the  speakers  in  the  course 
of  discussion,  but  the  Convention  excites  more  than  it  instructs. 
It  supplies  more  stimulants  than  solid  food.  The  Association  is, 
no  doubt,  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  Church.  There  need  be  no 
rivalry  between  them  except  tbat  of  doing  good.  A  special  neces- 
sity has  called  it  into  existence.  That  necessity  has  arisen  partially 
from  the  defects  in  the  working  of  ecclesiastical  organizations, 
[f  the  Church  as  an  organization  did  her  duty  she  would  occupy 
the  ground  in  all  moral  and  spiritual  spheres  of  action.  She  has 
to  be  shown  her  imperfections  and  rebuked  for  her  indifference  by 
seeing  others  doing  her  work.  The  special  mission  of  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  is  to  young  men.    They  aim  at  < 
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centratiug  their  efforts  upon  tbem  as  a  class.  The/  try  to  shield 
and  an ve  them.  The  means  which  they  employ  are  simple  enough. 
Heading-rooms,  social-gatherings,  lectarea,  and  harmless  amuse 
inents  bring  the  young  men  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence. 
These  things  hare  always  been  looked  upon  by  ecclesiastical  or- 
ganizations as  too  secular  for  their  attention.  Churches  must  do  a 
thoroughly  spiritual  work  has  been  the  feeling  within  her  pale. 
Perhaps  she  has  been  walking  on  stilts  in  trying  to  maintain  her 
spiritual  dignity.  One  thing  is  certain,  youug  men  have  felt  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  physical,  social,  and  mental  wants  as 
well  as  spiritual  cravings.  Men  will  seek  enjoyment  somewhere. 
If  they  do  not  get  it  from  the  fountain  of  virtue  they  will  seek  it 
in  the  streams  of  immorality.  Recreation  should  be  found  in  the 
|iorch  of  religion  as  well  as  the  anteroom  of  vice.  The  flowers  of 
pleasure  may  bloom  as  sweetly  on  the  narrow  way  to  life  as  on 
the  broad  road  to  death.  It  is  no  harm  to  fish  for  men  wish  a 
well-baited  hook.  The  Association  condessends  to  develop  muscle, 
sociability,  and  artistic  taste,  with  a  view  of  raising  man  higher. 
They  do  their  work  by  laymen.  Perhaps  some  churches  are  ham- 
pered too  much  by  clerical  restriction.  The  lay  element  is  a 
working  power.  They  can  preach,  pray,  and  instruct.  Why 
should  their  hands  be  tied  and  their  mouths  be  stopped  simply 
because  they  are  not  ordained  ?  Would  not  the  Church  do  bet- 
ter to  lay  aside  some  of  her  delusiveness  on  this  point?  Lay 
workers  might  in  some  measure  supply  the  scarcity  of  ordained 
ministers.  Laymen  are  in- sympathy  with  the  people.  The  creed 
of  the  Association  is  broad  and  simple.  Faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  is  the  only  qualification  for  membership.  They  aim  at 
developing  life  rather  than  manufacturing  opinion.  The  organi- 
zation is  not  only  elastic,  but .  comprehensive.  It  contains  within 
itself  great  differences  of  opinion  on  the  minor  subjects  of  Christi- 
anity. Young  men  who  are  in  a  transition  state  have  room  to  grow 
in  the  various  directions  of  inquiry.  The  honest  doubter  is  not 
dubbed  a  confirmed  infidel.  Ecclesiastical  dogmatism  has  often 
uinoihered  Christian  life.  Sound  doctrine  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  correct  living,  but  mere  assent  to  formula  will  not  give  living 
power.  We  should  be  as  lenient  to  virtuous  heresy  as  to  viciou* 
orthodoxy.  Associations  exhibit  the  force  of  vigoroui  lile  rather 
than  the  accuracy  of  correct  theology.  It  is  working  power  they 
exert.  Their  meetings  aim  at  being  lively.  Old  forms  break  down 
before  the  rash  of  feeling.  Liveliness  and  brevity  characterize 
their  exercises  They  prevent  dullness  by  short  prayers,  good 
singing,  and  pointed  exhortations.  In  this  respect  there  might 
be  a  great  deal  of  improvement  in  the  ecclesiastical  machinery. 
These  Associations  will  continue  to  do  good.  Their  broad  basis 
of  belief  and  action  will  bring  together  many  men"  of  all  classes 
and  opinions.  Mutual  cooperation  will  break  off  the  cruets  of 
sectarianism.  The  warm-hearted  will  communicate  some  of  their 
heat  to  the  cold  and  indifferent.  The  living,  brought  into  close 
contact  with,  may  move  and  vivify  the  dead.  Toung  enthusiasm 
will  break  down  a  great  deal  of  old-fogy  ism.  Better  acquaintance 
with  each  other  will  remove  prejudices  and  cement  more  strongly 
the  bonds  of  love.  The  Association  gatherings  will  long  contin- 
ue to  be  the  centre  of  some  of  the  sweetest  experiences  oi  life  and 
the  most  hallowed  recollections  of  memory.  It  is  not  likely,  how- 
ever, that  the  institution  will  be  permanent.  Its  special  work  will 
be  accomplished  when  the  Church  is  so  thoroughly  aroused  to 
her  duty  as  to  make  provision  for  her  young  men.  These 
and  similar  Associations  will  all  yet  be  absorbed  by  tuo  Church 
of  the  fatu.a.  To  her  properly  belongs  the  great  work  of  re- 
generating the  world.  £?ecy  year  she  is  widening  her  bases  of 
operation.  She  will  yet  extend  them  until  she  shall  embrace  in 
her  work  all  kinds  of  moral  and  spiritual  reformation.  The 
glory  of  her  King,  reflected  through  her,  shall  yet  cover  the  whole 
earth." 

The  Association  is  not  so  much  an  outside  power,  designed 
to  show  the  Church  how  to  work,  as  it  is  the  Church  itself 
doing  outside  work ;  it  is  not  a  sign  of  the  imbecility  of  the 
Church,  but  an  indication  of  its  strength  and  adaptability. 
It  is  not  a  rod  of  correction  to  rebuke  the  Church  for  inaction 
so  much  as  it  is  the  Church  itself,  already  awake,  running  and 
speaking  to  the  unconverted,  during  the  week  as  well  as  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  striving  to  arouse  them  while  it  stands  by  their 
side  at  the  anvil,  behind  the  counter,  or  in  the  field,  as  well 
as  when  it  stands  before  them  in  the  sanctuary.  It  is  not 
some  borrowed  limb,  grafted  upon  the  Church  to  enable  or, 
perhaps,  compel  it  to  outreach  itself,  but  it  is  its  own  arm 
stretched  out  to  reach  and  save  young  men.  In  the  words 
of  Rev.  E.  P.  Ingersoll,  "  The  Church  is  the  heart,  and  the  As- 
sociation the  artery,"  through  which  warmth  and  activity  is 
sent  to  the  extremities  of  the  community.  It  is  true  the 
Church  is  widening  its  basis  of  operation;  it  is  also  true 


that  the  Association  is  one  of  its  extensions.  A  body,  by  ab- 
sorbing itself,  wastes  away,  loses  its  strength,  becomes  atro- 
phied. So  the  Church  of  the  future,  by  absorbing  these  and 
similar  Associations,  will  destroy  its  own  force,  and  become  as 
powerless  for  aggressive  work  as  a  body  without  limbs,  a 
heart  without  arteries,  a  form  without  substance.  The  Church 
of  the  past — the  Romish — tried  the  experiment  of  doing  all 
its  work  by  its  officers  and  their  agents,  and  it  succeeded  in 
embracing  almost  everything  but  Christianity.  The  Church 
of  the  present — the  Protestant — is  trying  the  experiment  of 
working  through  its  membership;  and  its  Missionary,  Bible  and 
Tract  Societies,  Sunday-schools,  and  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations,  selecting,  in  addition  to  church  duties,  special 
fields  and  methods  of  work,  and  laboring  with  Christian 
zeal  and  energy,  seem  to  indicate  success.  We  h«po  the 
Church  of  the  future,  with  these  two  experiments  behind  it, 
will  not  go  backward. 


APPEARANCES    MAT   BE   DECEITFUL. 

Our  efforts  to  guard  young  men  against  those  who  lie  in 
wait  to  destroy  them  not  unfrequently  prepare  them  to  be- 
come the  victims  of  fatal  deception.  We  paint  the  character 
of  their  seducers  in  all  its  repulsiveness,  but  when  they  appeal 
they  conceal  their  true  character — tbey  label  themselves  "an- 
gels of  light"  instead  of  "spirits  of  evil."  Those  who  have 
been  taught  that  the  devil  is  a  horrid  fiend,  and  who  expect 
his  appearance  to  correspond  with  his  character,  fail  to  recog- 
nize him  when  he  comes  in  the  form  of  refined,  obliging  gen- 
tlemen, or  brilliant  and  enchanting  ladies.  If  young  men 
could  be  taught  to  detect  him  in  his  wily,  insinuating  maky- 
nets— in  kid-gloves  and  costly  apparel — as  well  as  when  he 
comes  with  horns,  and  hoof,  and  brimstone  fumes ;  if  they 
would  learn  to  scrutinize  the  motives  of  those  who  take  them 
to  the  theatre  and  the  bar-room  as  suspiciously  as  they  do  the 
designs  of  those  who  invite  them  to  the  church  or  the  Bible- 
class,  we  should  meet  with  fewer  wrecks  along  life's  highway ; 
but,  too  often,  while  they  stop  to  challenge  the  Almighty, they 
let  the  devil  pass  their  lines  unquestioned. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL    CONVENTION  OF    OHIO. 

AT  TOLEDO,   NOVEMBER   15-17. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  are  deservedly  prominent  in  active  Christian  enterprise. 
Their  State  Conventions,  from  year  to  year,  have  been  of  un- 
usual interest,  and  have  successively  ushered  in  a  period  of 
fresh  activity  in  the  places  where  they  were  held,  and  in 
other  parts  of  Ohio. 

The  present  s-  ason,  the  thriving  city  of  Toledo,  on  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  welcomed  with  a  genuine  and  cordial 
hospitality  more  than  a  hundred  delegates  from  a  score  of 
Associations.  The  State  Committee  report  forty-six  societies 
in  Ohio.  At  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Zanesville,  Dayton,  Sa- 
lem, Springdale,  and  mauy  other  places,  they  are  vigorously 
pushing  the  work  among  young  men. 

Officers  of  the  Convention: 

President:  Harlan  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati. 

Vice-Presidents :  Horace  Benton,  Cleveland ;  Chas.  Douglass, 
Toledo;  J.  8.  Lane,  Akron. 

Secretariat:  W.  J.  Cooke,  Cleveland;  T.  F.  Spangle,  Zanes- 
ville; J.  W.  Tyltr,  PainesvMe. 

Treasurer,  H.  G.  O.  Cary,  Zanesville. 

Executive  Committee:  W.  J.  Cooke,  H.  A.  Sherwin,  0.  E. 
Bolton,  Cleveland;  H.  Thane  Miller,  Harlan  P.  Lloyd,  Cin- 
cinati;  E.  A.  Daniels,  Dayton;  Chas.  Douglass,  Toledo. 

The  illness  and  absence  of  H.  Thane  Miller,  of  Cincinnati, 
well  termed  the  "Bishop  "  of  the  Associations  of  Ohio,  were 
deeply  regretted. 

The  four  leading  topics  discussed  related  to  the  best  meth- 
ods of  promoting  (1)  the  physical,  (2)  the  social,  (8)  the  in- 
tellectual, (4)  the  spiritual  welfare  of  young  men.    These 


300 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[December, 


four  adjectives  are  part  of  the  definition  of  the  object  of  the 
society  to  be  found  in  almost  every  constitution  of  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association. 

Among  agencies  for  the  bodily  benefit  of  young  men,  gym- 
nasiums, baths,  clothing,  refreshments,  good  boarding-houses, 
and  employment,  were  recommended.  Parlors,  music,  socia- 
bles, members  in  the  rooms  to  welcome  strangers,  and  inno- 
cent amusements,  are  some  of  the  means  of  social  benefit  to 
young  men.  Of  intellectual  profit  are  reading  rooms,  lec- 
tures, educational  evening  classes,  libraries,  and  the  debating 
club.  But  spiritual  influence  and  power  are  of  primary  impor- 
tance. Unless  the  above-named  agencies  are  used  to  bring 
men  within  and  under  religious  influence,  the  central  aim  of 
the  society  is  disregarded.  Devoted  piety  in  the  hearts  of  its 
active  members  is  the  life  of  the  Association.  -  Without  this 
the  society  is  dead,  even  though  it  seems  to  be  alive.  Experi- 
ence and  illustration  abounded  in  the  discussion  of  these 
practical  topics.    They  were  the  channel  through  which  dele- 

fates  reported  the  work  and  progress  of  their  Associations, 
he  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Associations  of  the 
State  that  special  attention  be  given  to  devising  and  putting 
in  operation  the  best  method  of  so  improving  the  social  in- 
tercourse of  members  with  one  another  as  to  make  it  always 
conducive  to  intellectual  and  spiritual  culture,  and  we  re- 
spectfully suggest  as  some  of  the  modes  by  which  this  may  be 
accomplished  the  cultivation  of  such  habits  of  thinking, 
reading,  and  conversation  as  shall  tend  to  strengthen  and 
develop  Christian  thought,  growth,  knowledge,  and  activity, 
relying  always  on  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  which 
the  best  efforts  are  unavailing." 

As  is  usual  in  the  places  where  these  annual  assemblies  are 
held,  nearly  every  evangelical  pulpit  in  the  city  was  occupied 
by  one  or  more  delegates  on  the  Sabbath. 

The  great  interest  taken  by  the  people  of  Toledo  in  the 
Convention  was  fully  shown  by  the  immense  throng  which 
filled  the  Opera  House  Sunday  evening,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  farewell  meeting. 

The  most  impressive  portion  of  the  evening's  exercises  came 
in  forming  the  ''  magic  circle,"  when  all  delegates  joined 
hands,  singing, 

"  B'cet  be  the  tie  that  binds 
Our  hearts  in  Christian  lore,"  etc, 

and  the  President  announced  the  Convention  adjourned  tine 
'  die. 


SIXTH    ANNUAL     CONVENTION    OF    VER- 
MONT, 

HELD  AT  BPRINGFIKLD,   NOVEMBBH  6-8. 

Sprinoflbld  is  some  five  miles  from  the  railroad,  and  the  dis- 
temper prevailing  just  at  this  season  among  the  horses  made  it 
difficult  for  delegates  to  attend.  Fourteen  Associations,  how- 
ever, were  represented  by  twenty-five  of  their  members. 
Thirty-five  corresponding  delegates  from  churches  and  towns 
are  also  to  be  added  to  the  roll  of  the  Convention. 

The  officers  chosen  were;  President — George  E.  Davis 
Vice  President*— Rev.  H.  A.  Spencer,  Prof.  H.  L.  Slack.  Sec- 
retaries— H.  B.  Olds,  C.  C.  Boynton. 

Rev.  L.  H.  Cobb,  of  Springfield,  on  Wednesday  evening 
(November  6th),  made  a  hearty  address  of  welcome.  He  com- 
mended the  union-promoting  influence  of  the  Association. 
Five  years  ago  we  used  to  speak  of  "the  Methodist  brother" 
aud  "the  Baptist  brother."  Now  it  is  "brother  Methodist," 
"brother  Congregationalist."  We  do  not  love  the  Church 
less,  but  the  work  more.  Pastors  are  found  recommending 
persons  to  join  other  churches  than  their  own. 

The  President  responded,  bearing  testimony  to  the  growth 
in  influence  and  usefulness  of  the  Associations. 

The  report  of  the  State  Committee,  in  the  absence  of  L.  W. 
Hawlev,  corresponding  member,  was  presented  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  B.  K.  Chase,  of  Rutland.  About 
twenty  Associations  (the  returns  were  not  yet  complete)  had 
reported  nine  hundred  members.  Theyearly  expenses  of  thir- 
teen of  these  societies  amounted  to  $1995.  The  committee 
hud  mode  every  effort  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Inst  convention  and  employ  a  State  agent  to  visit  the  Associa- 
tions. After  some  disappointments,  they  succeeded  as  late  as 
August  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Chaffee.     The  season 


was  unfavorable.  It  was  the  busy  time  of  the  year  with  the 
farmers,  as  well  as  the  month  previous  to  an  exciting  State 
election.  Under  such  adverse  circumstances,  it  was  impossible 
to  assemble  the  members  or  friends  of  the  Associations  visited, 
and  few  encouraging  results  could  be  reported.  The  Treasurer 
had  received  $313,  and  had  expended  $250,  the  chief  item 
being  the  cost  of  the  State  agent's  tour.  We  hope  for  a  fairer 
experiment  the  coming  year,  in  this  the  most  important  de- 
partment of  State  work. 

The  reports  of  Associations  were  given  by  delegates  Thursday 
morning.  In  Peru,  sixteen  members  are  sustaining  four  mis- 
sion stations  and  a  weekly  prayer-meeting.  In  Weston,  the 
pastors  and  the  churches  are  giving  very  helpful  cooperation. 
At  Brattleboro,  there  is  but  one  church,  and  it  has  lately  ab- 
sorbed the  Association,  finding  that  it  could  do  the  work.  In 
Norwich  a  small  band  of  faithful  members  are  blessed  in  their 
activity.  From  Rutland,  Burlington,  Montpelier,  Waterbury, 
and  other  places,  accounts  were  given  of  district  and  home 
prayer-meetings  and  of  fruitful  missionary  effort. 

The  Assoeiatumal  topic*  discussed  related  to  "  The  obstacles  to 
success  in  the  work  of  the  year,"  "  What  shall  be  our  work 
the  coming  year?  "  and  the  methods  of  "  enlisting  the  sympa- 
thy of  young  men."  The  obstacles  were  chiefly  intemperance 
and  Romanism  from  without,  and  from  within  the  indifference 
or  passivity  of  the  "  active  "  membership. 

W.  P.  Dillingham,  of  Waterbury,  made  an  effective  address 
on  "  Our  w  ork  for  the  coming  year. "  Each  Association,  he  con- 
tended, must  adapt  itself  to  its  local  wants  and  exigencies. 
No  invariable  rule  for  all  can  be  laid  down.  What  there  is 
most  urgent  local  call  for  you  to  undertake  in  your  village,  dis- 
trict, or  town,  seek  to  do  with  prayerful  activity. 

"The  importance  of  enlisting  the  sympathy  of  young  men" 
was  eagerly  discussed.  Rev.  H.  L.  Cobb  testified  to  what  had 
been  done  in  enlisting  Christian  young  men,  and  in  making 
them  more  active.  Notable  cases  of  this  kind  were  cited. 
This  was  the  first  step  in  order  to  reach  the  unconverted. 

Topics  of  a  more  general  religious  character  engaged  chief 
attention.  "Personal  accountability  to  God,"  "  The  signs  of 
God's  special  presence,"  "  Why  is  not  the  Holy  Spirit  present 
with  converting  power  in  all  our  communities  ?"  were  prayer- 
fully considered.  K.  A.  Burnell,  of  Aurora,  Dl,  the  invited 
guest  of  the  Convention,  took  leading  part  in  all  the  discus- 
sions, specially  in  those  relating  to  the  last-named  topics.  His 
words  were  full  of  Christian  earnestness,  urging  the  study  of 
God's  word,  and  a  life  of  prayer,  faith,  and  activity. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cook,  of  Windsor,  enumerated,  as  signs  of  God's 
special  presence  :  (1)  a  broken  and  contrite  spirit,  (2)  the  ab- 
sence of  a  criticising  spirit,  (3)  love  for  our  fellow-men. 

4*  Why  is  not  the  Holy  Spirit  present  with  converting  power 
in  all  our  communities  ?"  was  a  question  which  called  forth 
impressive  testimony  from  Rev.  Dr.  Clement,  of  Norwich,  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Granger,  of  Hubbardston,  Mass.,  both  of  whom  con- 
fessed to  the  prevalence  of  prayer]  essness,  and  to  the  lack  of 
that  feeling  of  want  and  desire  for  such  a  blessing  which  lies 
behind  prayer  for  it.  Mr.  Burnell  dwelt  forcibly  on  the  many 
hindrances  in  ourselves  which  prevented  us  from  receiving  the 
full  baptism  of  the  Spirit  which  God  was  willing  to  give. 

A  genuine  glow  and  impressiveness  pervaded  all  the  discus- 
sions, but  the  religious  and  spiritual  feeling  excited  was  not 
so  closely  related  to  Association  work  as  if  it  had  sprung  out 
of  the  expression  of  wants,  desires,  and  experience  in  the 
cause,  chiefly  from  those  active,  or  wishing  to  be  active,  in 
the  Associations  of  Vermont.  In  the  recent  Conventions  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  the  same  feeling  of  religious 
enthusiasm  was  created,  but  springing  from  the  experience 
and  testimony  of  those  at  work  in  the  societies  of  the  State, 
it  carried  with  it  more  of  practical  suggestion  calculated  to 
open  to  the  eyes  of  delegates  a  field  of  effort  at  home,  where 
their  newly-kindled  earnestness  could  feed  and  grow. 

The  State  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  members 
from  each  county,  vacancies  to  be  filled  by  the  Committee  it- 
self. A.  J.  Howe,  of  Montpelier,  was  nominated  to  the  next 
International  Convention,  as  corresponding  member  for  the 
State. 

The  sessions  closed  Friday  morning,  November  8th,  with  an 
impressive  farewell  meeting. 


A  PROMINENT  merchant  in  one  of  our  chief  cities  said,  in  a  re- 
cent letter :  "  I  am  as  busy  as  I  want  to  be,  but  I  have  to  attend 
to  Association  work.  I  owe  my  happy,  joyous  life  in  Jesus  to 
the  Association,  and  am  wedded  to  it  for  my  natural  life." 
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NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Items  upon  tbe  following:  and  kindred  topics  will  be 
specially  welcome  » 

1.  Sew  features  In  tbe  work.  %.  News  o(  Conventions. 
3.  Interesting;  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  of  As- 
sociations In  the  local  press.  7.  In  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

|y  Communications  containing;  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  be  sent  to  the  MONTHLY 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining; notlees  should  be  mailed  to  ns  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 


ALABAMA. 

Selma. — The  Selma  Association  has  moved  into  larger  rooms 
in  a  more  central  location.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a 
coarse  of  entertaining  and  instructive  lectures.  Its  members  are 
not  allowed  to  forget  that  increased  duties  accompany  increased 
privileges  and  opportunities. 

CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco. — There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members 
at  the  last  monthly  meeting.  Several  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution were  adopted.  Among  these  was  one  admitting  ladies 
to  full  membership.  Two  others  were  rejected ;  one  of  these  pro- 
posed to  leave  "  Young  Men"  out  of  the  name  of  the  Association, 
and  the  other  to  drop  Evangelical  from  the  test  of  membership. 
We  rejoice  to  know  that  this  attempt  to  strike  out  the  evangelical 
test  was  [defeated,  for  experience  testifies  that  ;our  Associations 
cannot  live  and  prosper  and  work  for  the  Master  without  it. 

Dr.  Cox,  the  recently  appointed  General  Secretary,  made  his  re- 
port, 'showing  a  large  increase  in  the  attendance  upon  the  devo- 
tional meetings  and  street  preaching.  About  seventy  have  been 
elected  to  membership  within  the  part  few  weeks,  and  the  pros- 
pect for  a  year  of  successful  work  is  encouraging. 


INDIANA. 

Indianapolis.— This  Association  held  its  eighteenth  anni- 
versary last  month.  We  take  the  following  report  from  the 
Journal: 

"  The  anniversary  exercises  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation have  for  years  been  marked  events  in  our  social  history. 
Various  causes  have  combined  to  invest  these  occasions  with  espe- 
cial interest  to  our  people,  as  the  high  character  of  the  gentlemen 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Association,  their  faithful  and  gen- 
erous efforts  in  behalf  of  the  moral  well-being  of  society,  and  their 
many  unostentatious  deeds  of  charity  and  kindness  to  the  poor 
and  needy. 

"  Aside  from  these  considerations,  the  anniversary  exercises  have 
possessed  great  attraction  from  their  intrinsic  excellence ;  but  it 
it  safe  to  assert  that  never  were  the  public  called  out  to  witness, 
ot  take  part  in  an  entertainment  of  this  character  that  was  more 
satisfying  than  the  celebration  of  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of 
the  Association. 

"The  body  of  the  hall  was  well  filled  by  an  audience  made  up 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen  representing  the  best  classes  of  our  cit- 
izens. The  dais  of  the  stage  was  occupied  by  the  members  of  the 
Choral  Union,  while  in  the  space  in  front  were  seated  the  officers 
of  the  Association,  the  pastors  of  the  city  churches,  and  eminent 
Christian  workers  of  this  and  other  cities. 

"  The  exercises  of  the  evening  were  opened  with  an  invocation 
by  Rev.  J.  B.  Brandt,  pastor  of  Olivet  Presbyterian  church,  for- 
merly City  Missionary  and  Superintendent  of  the  Association,  af- 
ter which  the  Choral  Union  sang  the  anthem,'  The  Lord  is  King,' 
with  great-  feeling  and  effect.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bayliss  followed 
with  a  Scripture  lesson,  Rev.  Dr.H.  R.  Naylor,  pastor  of  Meridian- 
street  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  led  in  prayer,  and  the  Choral 
Union  sang  '  I  will  Praise  Thee,  O  Lord.' 

"  R.  F.  Kennedy,  the  retiring  President,  then  submitted  a  verbal 
report  of  the  doings  of  the  Association  for  the  past  year. 

"  He  was  sorry  they  had  not  done  more,  but  was  grateful  that 
they  had  been  able  to  accomplish  so  much  with  such  limited 
means.    The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $2937.18. 

"  His  hearers  would  remember  that  one  year  ago,  when  they 
were  just  getting  ready  to  make  their  appeal  to  the  public  for 
funds,  the  great  Ire  occurred  in  Chicago,  and  diverted  to  the  aid 
of  her  afflicted  people  all  that  the  public  had  to  spare  for  charity. 
This  prevented  all  collections  They  abandoned  the  attempt  at 
that  time  to  raisafur.d*,  and  hi":  been  compelled  to  go  on  and  do 
what  they  could  without  means. 

"It  was  no  unusual  thing,  however,  even  when  the  Association 


was  thus  straitened,  for  people  to  send  the  needy  to  it  for  help 
Thoy  were  often  sent  by  men  who  had  never  contributed  a  dollar 
to  its  treasury.  This  was  like  drawing  upon  a  bank  where  one  had 
no  cash  on  deposit.  At  one  time  during  the  year  the  Association 
had  been  deeply  in  debt,  and  had  been  compelled  to  borrow  money, 
but  this  had  been  tided  over,  and  the  report  of  the  Trustees  would 
show  upon  what  a  splendid  basis  it  rested  financially. 

"  As  showing  the  religious  work  of  the  year,  he  read  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  Superintendent,  who  is  ex-ojtcio  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Meetings : 

" '  During  the  past  year  there  were  held,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Association  1028  meetings  for  worship  and  religious  instruc- 
tion, not  including  the  official  meetings  of  the  Association,  nor  of 
the  Ladies'  Missionary  or  Working  Committee.  Of  these  there 
there  were  held  about  seventy-five. 

"  '  There  were  thirty-six  conversions  under  the  direct  efforts  of 
the  Association,  and  many  more  were  awakened. 

"  '  Twenty  of  the  converts  have  been  turned  over  to  different 
churches  in  the  city,  and  most  of  them  are  doing  well.  Two  of 
them  are  already  elders  in  the  Church.  Others  are  just  awaiting 
the  kind  approaches  of  pastors  and  people  to  join  with  them  in 
church-fellowship. 

" '  There  has  been  much  visiting  among  the  sick,  most  of  whom 
were  out  of  Christ.  Some,  however,  were  experienced  Christians, 
poor  in  this  world's  goods,  but  rich  in  the  things  of  the  kingdom. 
About  twenty-five  thus  visited  have  died  during  the  year,  and 
thirteen  of  these  attributed  their  awakening  to  the  earnest  efforts 
of  the  members  of  the  Association. 

" '  And,  finally,  let  us  say,  the  Christ  of  Calvary  has  helped  us 
and  saved,  while  we,  feeble  ones,  could  only  point  the  dying  sin- 
ner to  the  Cross.  These  are  victories  gained — souls  saved — by  the 
power  of  a  risen  Christ,  to  whom  be  all  the  glorr.' 

"  He  was  glad  to  be  able  to  make  this  kind  of  a  report.  Every 
Sabbath  morning  a  band  of  devoted  Christian  men  and  women  go 
out  from  this  Association  into  the  by-ways,  to  teach  Christ  to  the 
poor.  They  go  to  the  jail,  the  hospital,  the  poor-house,  etc.,  and 
In  all  these  places  they  tell  the  '  old,  old  story.'  Christian  people, 
who  feel  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  yearn  to  do  something 
for  his  cause,  are  invited  to  come  up  and  ask  for  work.  Work 
will  be  given  them  which  will  tax  their  faith,  their  patience,  and 
their  love.  They  may  be  sent  out  to  hold  meetings  in  some  dirty 
and  noisome  alley,  where  the  poor  have  not  the  gospel  preached 
unto  them.  He  related  instances  of  this  sort  of  work  wherein 
good  Lad  been  accomplished.  He  closed  by  congratulating  the 
Association  upon  the  good  working  condition  in  which  this  anni- 
versary found  it,  and  introduced  the  new  President,  R.Sedgwick. 

"  Mr.  Sedgwick  said  he  would  not  consume  the  time  by  any 
speech,  but  merely  exprested  the  hope  that  at  the  close  of  the 
coming  year  he  might  be  able  to  make  as  favorable  a  report  as 
that  of  his  predecessor. 

"  W.  S.  Wooten.  the  Superintendent,  said  he  was  perplexed  with 
the  effort  to  get  together  and  systematize  the  various  works  of 
the  Association  so  as  to  fully  understand  and  appreciate  them,  and 
see  the  way  more  clearly  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  duty.  He 
besought  the  prayers  of  the  pastors  and  the  people  to  aid  him. 
He  felt  encouraged  by  the  thought  that  in  all  his  future  work  he 
would  have  the  aid  of  earnest  Christian  men  and  women,  of  large 
experience,  ready  and  eager  to  do  God's  work  at  whatever  cost. 
He  was  further  inspired  by  the  thought  that  God  would  come  to 
their  help.  He  made  a  special  plea  for  help  from  the  ladies,  with- 
out whose  aid  nothing  co aid  be  accomplished.  We  have  400  saloons 
which  keep  open  fourteen  hours  every  Sunday,  and  opposed  to 
them  only  fifty  churches,  keeping  open  four  hours  each  Sunday. 
This  was  a  fearful  odds  to  contend  against,  and  the  best  efforts  of 
every  Christian  father  and  mother  were  needed  to  combat  their 
malign  influence. 

"  William  S.  Hubbard,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
submitted  no  formal  report.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  (24,000. 
To  discharge  thin,  the  sum  of  $22,000  had  been  subscribed,  pay- 
able in  annual  instalments,  at  such  times  as  payments  on  the 
building  shall  fall  due.  Of  the  principal  of  this  debt  $8000  has 
been  paid,  and  taxes,  interest,  insurance,  etc.,  to  the  amount  of 
$2000  more.  The  amount  of  the  original  subscription  does  not 
suffice  to  discharge  the  whole  debt,  but  by  contributions,  rents, 
etc,  the  whole  amount  will  be  made  up  as  it  shall  tail  due.  Tho 
Association  expect  to  be  rid  of  the  saloon,  which  is  a  standing  re- 
proach to  it  in  many  minds ;  and  soon,  also,  the  livery  stable, 
when  the  lower  part  of  the  building  will  be  remodelled  in  a  man- 
ner to  make  it  much  more  remunerative.  The  property  is  now 
estimated  to  be  worth  from  $35,000  to  $40,000. 

"  The  President  then  introduced  Dr.  Andrus,  who  had  been  an- 
nounced for  one  of  the  principal  addresses.  Dr.  Andrus  said  it 
would  be  unpardonable,- at  tbat  late  hour,  to  inflict  upon  the  au- 
dience a  long  prepared  speech.  He  would  give  an  outline  of  what 
he  had  intended  to  say,  in  order  to  remove  any  lingering  misap- 
prehension which  some  people  might  entertain  respecting  the  na- 
ture of  the  organization  and  the  objects  at  which  it  aims. 

"  It  does  not  propose  any  Christian  work  as  under  a  denomina- 
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tlonal  organization.  It  was  the  servant  tent  by  the  Master  of  the 
feast  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  proclaiming  the  marriage- 
feast,  and  compelling  the  attendance  of  guests.  It  invited  men 
who  are  usually  uninvited. 

"  Go  with  these  men,  and  your  halting  and  working  stations 
would  be  found  on  the  corners  of  the  streets,  in  the  houses  of  cor- 
rection and  punishment,  in  the  asylums  of  public  and  private  char- 
ity. This  was  not  strictly  the  work  of  the  Church,  but  it  was 
strictly  supplemental  to  the  Church's  work. 

"  It  was  not  in  any  sense  a  Church  technically  so  called,  nor 
such  in  any  sense  by  organic  form.  It  made  no  such  profession — 
it  disclaimed  it.  Call  it  by  any  of  those  denominational  names,  or 
coin  some  new  one,  as  if  to  warp  the  Association  with  some  de 
nomination  &1  distinctiveness,  and  there  would  arise  at  once  ten 
thousand  protests,  as  against  some  offensive  profanity. 

"  Could  true  heroism,  true  patriotism,  true  benevolence,  or  pure 
love  be  subservient  to  a  party  T  The  elements  of  religious  parti- 
sanism  did  not  exist  among  those  men  in  their  relations  as  an  As- 
sociation for  Christian  work.  > 

"  It  was  an  organization  of  men  having  the  spirit  of  Christ,  pro- 
fessing to  be  Christians,  and  disdaining  partisan  love.  They  are 
chiefly  men  of  business  habits,  who  yet  devoted  a  large  share  of 
their  energy  to  the  practical  in  religion  ;  they  stopped  to  help 
men  and  promote  God  s  glory.  They  are  God's  Howards,  Raikes, 
and  William  Naylors.  They  were  capital  illustrations  of  the 
text,  '  Not  slothful  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.' 
"  The  Association  proved  that  Christian  unity  was  not  a  dream 
only,  nor  a  prophecy  merely.  It  was  a  thing  of  truth,  a  fact  al- 
ready gloriously  realized.  But,  admitting  the  Church  was  sun- 
dered by  denominationalism ;  admitting  that  whims,  prejudices 
and  the  power  of  dogmas  led  men  to  stand  apart  from  each  other, 
and  array  themselves  on  creeds,  as  if  they  were  the  prime  things 
to  be  defended  or  propagated ;  admitting  that  the  churches,  as 
such,  were  exclusive,  and  wanting  much  in  the  fraternal  and  Chris 
tian  spirit ;  admitting  all  that,  and  as  much  more  of  like  sort  a 
one  may  desire  to  insist  on— even  then  it  stood  use  that  out  of 
those  various  families  Christian  men  have  come,  caring  naught 
for  the  name,  and  everything  for  Christ.  With  this  thought  and 
love  they  had  come  together  in  association  to  do  Christ's  work. 
No  man  can  tell  if  they  have  any  dogmatic  creed,  or  any  church 
preferences.  Like  men  on  the  battle-field,  having  a  common  foe, 
they  had  no  thought  of  partiaanism. 

"  Study  the  facts  for  a  moment.  Here  were  those  having  diverse 
theological  views,  diverse  views  of  the  import  and  form  and  com- 
prehension of  religious  ordinances,  or  of  church  constitution  and 
order.  This  Association  proved  how  good  men  can  and  do  make 
their  specific  thoughts  and  personal  elections  Subordinate  to  great 
truths  and  a  common  devotion  to  duty.  A  stranger  in  that  as- 
sembly could  not  know  whether  one  man  was  a  merchant,  another 
a  teacher,  or  a  third  a  laborer.  So  no  man  could  tell  from  what 
family  of  Christians  they  came.  They  struck  hands  on  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  worked  as  brothers  do.  They  loved  and  they 
worked.  Even  sceptics  and  sorcerers  were  compelled  to  say, '  See 
how  these  Christians  love,'  and  more, '  See  how  they  lovingly  work.' 
It  seemed  to  him  that  such  an  Association  was  a  prophecy  of  what 
the  churches  would  be  quickly,  when  the  '  watchmen  shall  see 
eye- to  eye.' 

"  The  moral  power  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
was  amazing.  That  view  of  it  alone  should  commend  it  to  the 
love  and  friendly  devotion  of  every  Christian  citizen. 

«  He  had  seen  a  like  movement,  in  form,  on  the  streets  of  this 
city.  Here  was  a  house  on  fire,  and  hundreds  and  thousands  came 
from  everywhere — every  sort  of  men,  of  every  occupation — and  the 
steamers  came  from  various  quarters  of  the  town,  manned  by  their 
respective  companies,  all  striving  for  the  common  purpose — to 
combat  the  destroying  fire  and  master  it.  A  fire  vastly  destruc- 
tive was  burning  the  people— the  flames  of  dissipation,  profanity, 
licentiousness — and  these  workers  were  hurrying  from  everywhere 
to  the  rescue.    Come  on,  and  help  them  to  master  it. 

"  Dr.  Andrus  was  followed,  in  a  few  pertinent  remarks,  by  Bev. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Baylies,  after  which  the  Choral  Union  sang  the  doxol- 
ogy,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  the  audience,  and  the  meeting 
was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  Dr.  Bayliss. 

"  The  entertainment  was  throughout  highly  interesting,  and  all 
who  attended  were  doubtless  gratified  to  learn  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  Association,  and  the  bright  future  upon  which  it 
is  entering. 

"  It  is  due  the  Choral  Union  to  say  that  no  timely  notice  was 
given  the  members  to  prepare  for  the  musical  part  of  the  entertain- 
ment, and  consequently  very  few  of  the  singers — in  fact,  none  of 
the  leading  singers  except  Messrs.  Smock  and  Mayhew — were 
present.  They  rendered  the  anthems,  however,  in  very  credita- 
ble style." 

[The  Indianapolis  Benevolent  Society  has  been  merged  in  the 
Association.] 


"Ihdianapolu,  November  1st,  1872. 
'  To  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Indianapolis  : 

"The  anniversary  of  your  valuable  Association  occurring  this 
evening,  seems  to  be  a  fit  occasion  for  the  transfer  to  your  future 
charge  the  work  and  objects  of  the  Indianapolis  Benevolent  Soci- 
ety, which,  Bince  its  organization  in  Wesley  chapel,  in  this  city,  on 
the  evening  of  Thanksgiving-day,  in  November,  1835,  has  labored, 
through  its  officers  and  faithful  vititors,  to  ascertain  and  person- 
ally relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor. 

"  It  will,  we  trust,  be  a  grateful  pleasure  for  your  Association  to 
accept  and  carry  out,  with  care,  the  objects  of  the  Society  in  the  thir- 
ty-seven years  of  its  existence,  and  the  officers  thereof,  with  the 
concurrence  of  such  patrons  and  visitors  of  the  Society  as  could  be 
seen,  hereby  retire  from  our  positions  therein,  in  behalf  of  your 
Association,  which  has  heretofore  undeniably  labored  for  the  same 
objects. 

"  We  commend  your  Association  to  the  continuance  of  both  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  and  the  'Jlty  Council  in  contrib- 
uting funds  for  your  care  of  the  poor,  and  also  of  the  citizens  of 
Indianapolis,  who  have  so  long  sustained  the  Indianapolis  Benev- 
olent Society. 

"  We  also  specially  commend  your  Association  for  your  work 
for  the  poor  of  the  city  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Crown  Hill 
cemetery,  who  are  empowered,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-five 
years  from  the  date  of  their  incorporation,  to  make  donations  from 
their  surplus  toward  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  city  of  Indiana- 
polis. We  advise  yodr  continuance  in  keeping  and  reporti  ng  at 
an  anniversary  on  the  evening  of  each  Thanksgiving-day  here- 
after, at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  churches  of  the  city  and  their 
friends,  an  account  of  such  amounts  as  has  been  appropriated  for 
the  objects  of  the  Benevolent  Society  for  thirty-six  years  past,  and 
which  we  entrust  to  your  Association,  to  hold  in  our  stead,  in  be- 
half of  the  benevolent  branch  of  your  labors  of  love,  for  the  poor, 
commencing  on  the  next  Thanksgiving-day,  in  place  of  the 
thirty-seventh  anniversary  of  our  Benevolent  Society,  at  which  our 
treasurer  will  make  bis  final  report  of  our  work  for  the  years  then 
ending. 

"  Fraternally  submitted, 

"  James  M.  Day,  President, 
"  Wm.  M.  Jackson,  Treasurer, 
"  Elijah  T.Fletcher,  S  ecretary, 
"  Of  the  Indianapolis  Benevolent  Society." 

We  observed  the  annual  day  of  prayer  for  God's  blessing  on  As. 
sociation  work.  Many  of  the  brethren  spent  the  day  as  usual  (ex- 
cept with  more  vigor)  In  pushing  forward  the  work  among  the 
poor  and  sick,  and  in  the  many  State  and  county  institutions  of 
our  city  and  neighborhood. 

All  our  religious  work  is  prospering,  and  what  is  best,  our 
workers  are  growing  in  grace  wonderfully.  This  deepening  of 
spiritual  life  is  the  great  thing  needed  in  the  Association  woik. 
We  are  setting  our  hearts  on  Bible  godliness,  and  are  gathering 
from  God's  treasure  house  of  wisdom  things  both  new  and  old. 

We  held  a  union  meeting  at  one  of  our  largest  churches  In  the 
afternoon,  for  the  special  subject  of  prayer,  which  was  largely  at- 
tended by  many  of  our  best  citizens.  There  was  no  enthusiasm 
manifested,  but  adeep  earnestness  prevailed  throughout  the  whole 
meeting,  which  showed  that  the  Association  had  many  friends  in 
the  city  who  did  not  engage  actively  in  its  work. 

Wm.  8.  Wootoh. 

New-Albany.— This  Association  has  just  finished  its  first 
year's  work.  It  has  done  much  good  already,  and  is  laboring  to 
extend  its  usefulness  the  coming  yoar.  It  has  a  reading-room  fit- 
ted up  in  excellent  style,  to  which  all  are  cordially  welcomed.  It 
is  making  an  effort  to  enlarge  its  library  and  list  of  magazines  and 
papers.  At  its  first  anniversary,  recently  held,  the  President,  Ja 
cob  K.  Waltz,  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  Association,  and  the 
work  done  the  past  year. 

IOWA. 

Davenport. — A  State  Convention  of  the  Associations  of  Iowa 
was  held  here  November  19th  and  20th. 


MAINE. 
Augusta. — The  Association  at  Augusta  has  fifty  active  mem- 
bers, and  is  engaged  principally  in  Mission  Sunday-school  work. 

Biddeford. — The  devotional  meetings  of  this  Association 
are  the  most  successful.  Much  good  resulted  from  the  meeting  of 
the  Convention  here  last  year.  Meetings  are  held  every  Sunday 
morning  and  evening,  and  Monday  evening. 

HalloweU. — The  regular  meetings  are  well  sustained  and 
full  of  interest.  Recent  meetings  In  the  City  Hall  have  been 
crowded ;  many  were  present  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing church. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston.— The  work  of  tho  Employment  Committee  has  been 
largely  increased  by  the  fire.  Three  competent  men  are  engaged 
continually  in  finding  situations  for  young  men,  both  in  the  city 
and  country.  Many  were  bnrned  out  and  are  now  destitute. 
Tho  Association  seeks  to  relieve  their  immediate  wants,  to  find 
them  work,  and  to  minister  to  their  spiritual  needs. 


Lynn. — The  following  interesting  report  was  presented  by 
the  retiring  President,  H.  W.  French,  at  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  Lynn  Association  : 

"  Pour  years  have  passed  since  this  Association  was  organized, 
and  we  believe  we  never  had  grater  cause  to  thank  God  and  take 
courage  than  now.  While  many  duties  have  been  left  undone 
that  should  have  been  performed,  yet  during  the  past  year  some 
thing  has  been  accomplished  toward  'improving  tho  spiritual, 
mental,  and  social  condition'  of  the  young  men  with  whom  we 
have  come  in  contact.  Our  Committee  on  Devotional  Meetings 
report  that  one  hundred  and  five  prayer-meetings  have  been  held 
during  the  year,  eight  of  which  Were  held  on  High  Bock,  with 
an  attendance  varying  from  three  to  eight  hundred  persons,  and 
we  have  been  permitted  to  know  that  they  were  not  held  in  vain. 
Six  meetings  were  held  under  the  direction  of  K.  A.  Burnell,  as- 
sisted by  the  pastors  of  the  city,  which,  we  believe,  resulted  in 
much  good,  lhe  attendance  on  our  Sunday  evening  meetings  at 
the  rooms  has  continued  large.  There  have  been  at  leant  eight 
hopeful  conversions  at  our  rooms  during  the  year,  while  very 
many  <  there  have  indicated  a  desire  and  intent  to  become  Chris- 
tians. Onecase  in  particular  is  worthy  of  mention.  A  young  man, 
a  stranger  in  our  city,  came  into  one  of  our  Wednesday  evening 
meetings  last  winter,  and  was,  through  the  influence  of  some  of 
our  members,  induced  to  attend  church.  He  waB  also  provided 
with  a  better  situation  than  he  then  had.  Since  that  time  he  has  in- 
dulged a  Christian  hope,  and  is  a  constant  attendant  on  both  church 
and  Sabbath-school.  Our  circular  to  the  pastors  of  the  city,  request- 
ing their  cooperation  in  a  day  of  prayer  for  young  men,  was  very 
earnestly  responded  to  by  our  ministers.  Many  of  them  during 
the  day  made  special  mention  of  the  Association  and  its  work, 
while  almost  universally  in  the  evening  meetings  the  work  of 
tbe  Association  was  prayerfully  remembered.  We  believe  our 
devotional  meetings  to  be  the  great  instrumentality  by  which  we 
reach  the  hearts  of  men.  Our  mission  is  to  speak  to  those  partic- 
ularly who  neglect  the  sanctuary,  and  we  know  in  our  Sabbath 
evening  meetings  we  are  enabled  to  reach  many  who  would 
otherwise  be  entirely  without  the  gospel. 

"  Our  Committee  on  Entertainments  have  endeavored,  after  a  care- 
ful consideration,  to  present  to  the  young  men  of  the  city  a  series 
of  free  entertainments,  hoping  thereby  to  form  their  acquaintance, 
gain  their  confidence  and  surround  them  with  influences  for  their 
good,  and  possibly,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  lead  tthem  to  take 
Jesus  as  their  guide,  counsellor,  and  Saviour.  The  first  lecture 
of  this  eeries  was  given  at  the  rooms,  and  although  the  weather 
was  unfavorable,  the  rooms  were  crowded  with  young  men,  and  it 
was  decided  to  hold  the  remainder  of  the  course  in  the  chapel  ad- 
joining. Through  the  kind  cooperation  of  our  clergymen  and 
other  friends  of  the  Association,  we  were  enabled  to  extend  the 
course  to  thirteen,  and  we  are  led  to  believe  by  the  success  which 
resulted  from  this  effort  that  it  is  for  the  interest  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  continue  the  coming  season  a  similar  method  of  enter- 
tainment. 

"  Our  Committee  on  Temperance  have  endeavored  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  arrest  the  evils  of  intemperance,  but  we  regret  to 
notice  that  the  temptations  to  intemperance  are  stronger  in  oar 
city  now  than  ever  before. 

"  Our  Committee  on  Missionary  Work  have,  during  the  past 
year,  visited  the,'City  Hall  cells  every  Sabbath  morning,  with  one 
exception,  finding  an  average  of  four  prisoners,  with  whom  they 
have  conversed  and  counselled,  the  results  of  which  are  known 
only  to  Him  who  guides  all  efforts  made  toward  the  advancement 
of  the  one  great  cause.  This  committee  have  ministered  to  the 
temporal  wants  of  seven  young  men  during  sickness,  which  in  two 
cases  terminated  in  death.  They  have  furnished  lodgings  to  six  per- 
son?, and  relieved  the  hunger  of  worthy  but  destitute  young  men 
eighteen  times.  They  have  also  distributed  twenty-four  hundred 
copies  of  Olad  Tiding*,  one  thousand  copies  of  Old  and  Young, 
twelve  thousand  pages  of  tracts  of  the  American  Tract  Society, 
two  thousand  catalogues,  thirty-five  pounds  Dublin  tracts,  and 
thirty  copies  monthly  of  Everybody1!  Paper.  We  have,  since 
December,  employed  a  member  of  the  Association  to  be  in  constant 
attendance  at  the  rooms  day  and  evening,  which  has  secured  quiet 
to  our  reading-room  and  rendered  our  library  available  at  all 
times,  which  is  appreciated  by  those  who  frequent  our  rooms. 
This  attendant  also  keeps  a  list  of  boarding-houses,  and  is  pie- 
pared  to  direct  and  advise  young  men  coming  to  our  city  to  seek 
employment.    The  advantages  of  our  reading-room  and  library 


have  been  improved  by  an  average  attendance  of  forty-seven  per- 
sons per  day,  making  an  aggregate  attendance  of  nearly  fifteen 
thousand  persons  for  the  year.  There  are  on  file  in  the  readinjr- 
room  three  daily  papers,  twenty-one  weeklies,  and  twelve  monthly 
libra™  maKazln«-    There  are  four  hundred  volumes  in  our 

Our  membership,  October  4th,  1872,  was  336. 
ship,  350. 


Present  member- 


"At  the  monthly  meeting  in  February,  a  committee  of  six  was 
appointed  to  solicit  subscriptions  toward  a  building  fund  in  ad- 
dition to  $5000  which  was  subscribed  at  the  close  of  the  meetiuirs 
held  under  the  direction  of  K.  A.  Burnell.    The  frienJs  of  the  As- 
sociation supported  the   undertaking    so  cordially  that    within 
ninety  days  the  subscription  amounted  to  $ 25,000,  payable  durin" 
the  next  five  years  in  yearly  instalments.     At  a  subsequent  meet"- 
mg  it  was  voted  to  purchase  the  Harney  estate,  on  Mirket-street 
at  an  expense  of  about  $35,000.     We  have  paid  $5000  in  cash  on 
this  purchase,  the  balance  remaining  on  mortgage,  which  can   be 
paid  at  the  convenience  of  the  Association.    The  estate  is  forty- 
seven  and  a  half  feet  on  Market-street  by  one  hundred  and  twentv- 
one  feet  on  Liberty-street.    The  income  from  rents  wall  more  than 
cover  the  interest  aud  taxes,  until  we  are  prepared  to  build,  which 
we  hope  will  not  be  very  far  in  the  future,  but  we  believe  it  pru- 
dent and  safe  to  wait  until  the  land  is  paid  for.    The  survey  of  the 
estate  and  an  outline  of  a  building  are  now  in  the  hands  of  an 
architect,  who  proposes  to  submit  plans  for  our  consideration.     A 
consummation  of  this  building  project  is  of  vital  importance  to  us, 
as  in  a  building  of  our  own  we  can  offer  attractions  and  enter- 
tainments to  our  young  men  which  we  believe  will  successfully 
compete  with  the  tempting  saloons  and  halls  with  which  our  city 
is  so  liberally  supplied,  and  in  which  so  many  are  eternally  ruined. 
It  is    proposed    in  the    building,    besides  accommodating   our 
reading-room,  library,  conversation-rooms,  parlors,  gymnasium, 
etc.,  to  have  stores  and  offices  to  rent,  which  shall  be  a  source  of 
permanent  income,  whereby  we  may  increase  our  usefulness  and 
influence.    For  the  accomplishment  of  all  this  we  rely  on  the  gen- 
erosity of  our  friends,  prompted  by  the  desire  of  seeing  this  Asso- 
ciation placed  upon  a  sound  and  permanent  basis. 

"  Our  current  expenses  for  the  year  have  been  $1827.23,  being  a 
Blight  increase  over  last  year.  Yet  the  amount  is  insignificant 
compared  with  the  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually  expend- 
ed in  our  city  to  allure  young  men  into  Bin  and  on  to  ruin. 

"  In  the  year  before  us  may  we  have  the  personal  assistance  of 
every  member  of  the  Association  in  carrying  forward  our  work. 
And  shall  we  not  have  the  prayers  of  every  Christian  in  our  city 
that,  by  the  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  our  record  may 
grow  brighter  and  heaven  rejoice  over  new  victories  won  ?" 


Marblehead. — Charles  P.  Wellman,  Ca  rresponding  Secretary 
writing  on  the  7th  of  November,  says : 

"  October  20th  we  started  a  half-hour  daily  union  prayer-meet- 
ing in  our  rooms,  commencing  at  6.45  P.H.  It  is  largely  attended. 
Each  member  leads  in  turn.  We  expect  to  observe  next  Sabbath 
by  a  largo  union  meeting  in  the  evening.  At  the  young  people's 
meeting  9.30  a.m.,  and  then  at  the  alms-house  meeting  2.30  p.m., 
special  prayer  will  be  made  for  the  success  of  our  work.  Our  del- 
egates who  went  to  the  State  Convention  were  the  committee  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  Sunday  evening  meetings.  They  were 
the  means  of  starting  the  daily  meeting.  The  Youths'  Association 
has  left  the  engine-house,  where  it  has  done  much  good.  It  meets 
now  with  u»." 


MICHIGAN. 

Grand  Rapids. — This  Association  was  organized  six  years 
ago  with  only  eleven  members.  It  is  now  a  large  and  prosperous 
Association,  and  if  the  citizens  do  their  duty  it  will  soon  have  a 
house  of  its  own.  It  employs  a  missionary,  and  is  doing  a  good 
work  in  its  missionary  field. 


NE  W-HAMPSH1RE. 

Canterbury. — A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was 
formed  here  in  1808,  and  is  still  in  existence.  Under  its  direction 
many  religious  meetings  have  been  held  in  different  school  districts 


NEW-YORK. 

Brooklyn,  E.  D. — The  Anniversary  meeting  of  this  Asso- 
ciation, held  in  the  Bedford-avenue  Reformed  church,  was  full  of 
encouragement.  A  large  audience  filled  the  house.  Many  of 
the  city  pastors  were  present,  and  the  following  short  extracts 
show  that  they  mean  not  only  sympathy,  but  work.  Rev.  Dr.  E. 
S.  Porter  said: 
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"  The  Association  deserves  benefactions  as  well  as  good  wishes. 
The  community  has  a  large  interest  in  its  success,  and  should 
strive  to  make  it  attractive  to  young  men,  for  in  it  there  is  room 
for  high  mental  occupation,  social  companionship,  and  heroic 
usefulness.  It  is  a  civilizing,  cultivating,  and  Christianizing 
tgency." 

Rev.  E.  P.  Ingersoll  said : 

"  Its  power  is  in  union  of  men  of  all  creeds.  Without  snppl  - 
roenting  or  supplanting  the  Church,  it  is  one  of  its  arteries,  the 
Church  being  the  heart.  To  do  men  good,  we  must  assume  a 
sympathetic  level.  Sympathy,  like  the  sun,  throws  off  the  cloak 
that  wraps  the  cold  heart,  while  fiigid  treatment  draws  it  to- 
gether. There  is  life,  joy,  and  freedom  in  God's  service.  The 
greatness  of  the  Christian  work  frightens  some  people.  But  hard- 
fought  battles  will  bring  victories,  and  there  can  be  no  victories 
without  them.    We  must  bring  man  up  from  deop  depths  of  sin." 

Rrv.  Dr.  J.  P.  Newman  said : 

"  Wo  must  use  agencies  that  will  reach  the  masses.  Christian- 
ity is  every  man's  divine  right.  We  should  have  a  free  church 
where  the  social  relations  of  none  may  be  offended.  The  Associ- 
ation meets  the  case.  The  pastors  have  enough  to  do  in  their  own 
churches.  The  Association  embodies  the  advanced  thought  of 
Christian  workers.  It  should  be  supported  ;  and  if  supported, 
Christianity  in  cities  will  assume  a  different  aspect  from  what  it 
does  now.  The  Association  has  a  grand  work. '  It  meets  an  emer- 
gency. Its  members  may  go  forth  weeping,  but  they  shall  re- 
turn with  joy,  bearing  precious  sheaves." 

Mr.  Hall,  the  President  of  the  Association,  made  an  appeal  for 
funds  and  for  increased  membership.    He  said : 

"  The  affairs  of  the  Association  had  been  investigated  by  repre- 
sentatives of  all  the  churches,  and  had  been  approved." 

A  collection  was  taken  up  and  subscriptions  made  in  behalf  of 
the  Association. 

Ooslien,  N.  Y. — C.  E.  Merriam,  Chairman  of  the  Devotional 
Committee,  says :  "  The  day  of  prayer  was  observed  by  our  Asso 
ciatioD.  A  union  service  was  held  in  the  Presbyterian  church.  Dr. 
Augustus  Seward,  of  Middletown,  preached  a  powerful  sermon  ti 
young  men.  Our  Association  is  prospering,  and  doing  much  good." 

Nctv-  Utrecht, — This  Association  is  four  years  old.  It  has 
a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  a  fine  building, 
every  nay  suited  to  its  wants,  valued  at  eight  thousand  dollars 
and  free  of  debt.  It  has  commenced  the  publication  of  a  paper — 
The  Wi-iter  Season — for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  the  talent  of 
its  members  who  may  choose  to  prepare  original  articles  for  its 
columns. 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

Wilmington. — The  young  men  of  this  city  have  formed  an 
Association,  rented  rooms,  and  commenced  work  in  earnest.  James 
Sprnnt  has  been  elected  President. 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati. — Extracts  from  the  annual  report  of  Albert  C. 
Scott,  Superintendent  of  the  Cincinnati  Association : 

"  At  the  close  of  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Cincinnati,  it  become*  my  duty,  as  Super- 
intendent, to  bring  to  notice  the  paths  through  which  God  has  led 
us  in  our  pilgrimage  during  the  past  year. 

"  The  object  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  t«  the  im- 
provement of  the  spiritual,  mental,  and  social  condition  of  young 
men.  It  is  proposed  to  recount  the  means  that  have  been  used  by 
this  Association,  and  tell  of  the  visible  results. 

"  Sunday  Evening  Sertires. — The  '  Service  of  Song'  during 
the  winter  and  spring,  and  the  '  Praise  Meetings'  during  the  sum- 
mer, have  been,  in  some  respect,  the  most  popular  ever  held  by 
this  Association ;  the  large  attendance,  marked  religious  inter- 
est, and  the  numbers  who  manifested  a  desire  to  commence  a 
Christian  life,  have  greatly  cheered  Christian  hearts,  and  proved 
that  God  blessed  these  efforts  put  forth  in  his  name. 

"  The  usual  mode  of  conducting  these  meetings  has  been  to 
select  some  tbeme  of  special  interest  to  young  men.  The  service 
is  opened  by  singing  several  hymns  appropriate  to  the  chosen 
topic,  with  organ,  piano,  and  other  instrumental  accompaniment ; 
a  lesson  from  God's  Word  is  read,  prayer  is  offered,  and  short  ad- 
dresses are  made  by  prominent  professional  or  business  men, 
when  the  services  close  by  an  appeal  to  accept  Jesus  as  the  only 
Saviour. 

"  The  attendance  has  been  8404,  or  an  average  of  163  at  each 
service.  Two  hundred  and  five  requests  have  been  made  for 
prayer  by  those  who  were  earnestly  seeking  to  lay  hold  on  eternal 

life. 

"Saturday  Evening  Meeting. — These  meetings,  for  prayer 
and  experience,  have  been    sustained  with  unfailing  interest. 


Many  of  them  were  conducted  by  jrominent  city  clergymen. 
Here  Christians  find  that  all  are 'one  in  Christ,' for  denomina 
tional  lines  are  forgotten  when  we  meet  in  these  pleasant  gather- 
ings. Numerous  incidents  might  be  told  of  this  service.  During 
the  year  the  attendance  was  5069. 

"  The  Noon  Meetings  have  been  held  in  the  rooms  every  day 
except  Sundays,  and  have  proved  a  blessed  place  to  those  whose 
business  would  permit  their  attendance.  Here  God  has  sent  the 
|  arrow  of  conviction  to  the  sinning,  reclaimed  th*  wandering,  en- 
couraged the  doubting,  and  strengthened  the  trusting  soul.  The 
services  continue  for  thirty  minutes,  and  are  generally  full  of  in- 
terest. During  a  portion  of  the  year,  city  pastors,  on  Thursdays, 
preached  short,  practical  sermons  to  young  men. 
"  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  has,  at  times,  been  small,  the 
total  for  the  year  beiiig  7226. 

"Thanksgiving  Bay  was  appropriately  observed  in  the  rooms, 
and  a  largely-attended  religious  meeting  was  held  In  the  evening. 
At  the  close  of  the  exercises,  ladies  and  gentlemen  distributed  the 
substantials  and  delicacies,  which  had  been  provided  by  generous 
friends,  to  the  guests,  who  testified  their  appreciation  of  the  good 
things  furnished. 

"  New  Year's  Day. — Tables  were  arranged  in  the  hall,  tastefully 
decorated,  and  covered  with  luxuries.  From  noon  until  late  at 
J  night  visitors  partook  of  the  hospitality  offered,  renewed  old  ac- 
quaintances, and  formed  new  ones.  Both  of  these  pleaeant  social 
gatherings  were  enjoyed  by  many  young  men  away  from  their 
homes,  and  without  this  occasion,  would  have  felt  more  keenly 
their  loneliness. 

"  Watch  Night. — The  exercises  on  New  Year's  eve  commenced 
with  a  '  Service  of  Song,'  for  an  hour.  From  nine  until  twelve 
o'clock,  tho  meeting  was  divided  into  three  periods— the '  Past,' 
'  Present,'  and  the  '  Future'  being  tho  topics  for  prayer  and 
remarks.  At  half-past  eleven  o'clock  every  Christian  in  the  hall 
desiring  to  reconsecrate  his  life  to  the  Lord  was  requested  to  rise. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  responded.  An  appeal  was  then  made 
to  tho  unconverted,  and  fourteen  asked  to  be  remembered  in 
prayer.  The  whole  audience  then  knelt  and  engaged  in  silent 
prayer,  while  the  old  year  passed  away. 

"  Bible  Glass. — A]class  for  the  study  of  the  Bible  was  commenced 
Sunday,  December  10th.  There  was  an  attendance  of  forty  the 
first  Sabbath,  which  increased  largely  throughout  the  winter. 
The  lectures  were  peculiarly  adapted  to  young  men,  being  practi- 
cal and  progressive,  which  made  them  easily  understood. 
Here,  as  in  many  other  instances,  the  need  of  more  commodious 
rooms  was  demonstrated. 

"Mission  Work. — Religious  services  have  been  continued  at 
Newport  Barracks  on  Sabbath  mornings.  The  chapel  is  always 
filled  with  an  intelligent  and  attentive  audience,  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  composing  the  garrison.  The  Hospital  Committees 
have  been  engaged  in  their  duties  throughout  the  winter  and 
spring,  visiting  members  of  tho  Association,  and  others,  while  on 
beds  of  sickness  at  their  homes  and  in  boarding-houses.  Commit- 
tees have  also  held  services  with  tho  prisoners  in  the  City  Work- 
house and  County  jail.  One  young  man,  about  twenty-seven 
years  of  age,  who  had  been  a  criminal  nearly  all  his  life,  and  had 
served  a  term  in  the  Penitentiary,  came  to  this  city  upon  his  re- 
lease, and  at  once  returned  to  his  former  sinful  ways.  In  a  short 
time  he  was  again  arrested  for  some  illegal  act.  While  awaiting 
trial  at  the  County  jail,  he  often  conversed  with  members  of  oar 
committee,  who  endeavored  to  persuade  him  to  forsake  his  evil 
course.  At  the  trial  he  was  found  guilty,  and  sent  to  the  Work- 
house for  six  months.  Here  again  he  was  met  by  members  of  the 
Association  Committee,  who  pleaded  with  him  to  give  his  heart 
to  Jesus.  Upon  his  release  from  this  imprisonment,  he  was  en- 
couraged to  find  employment,  which  was  soon  procured,  and  be- 
fore many  mrnths  had  passed,  made  an  open  confession  of  faith  in 
Christ,  joining  one  of  our  city  churches.  A  committee  visits  the 
station-houses  on  the  Lord's  day,  endeavoring  to  comfort  and  as- 
sist the  unfortunate  inmates. 

'■  There  have  been  distributed  in  this  department  of  labor  62,- 
510  magazines,  papers,  tractB  and  Scripture  cards. 

"  Invitations. — A  large  portion  of  our  audiences  is  secured  by 
verbal  and  printed  invitations.  If  a  young  man  enters  the  rooms 
to  read  or  for  conversation,  he  is  informed  of  the  gatherings  and 
invited  t  >  attend.  The  daily  press  renders  efficient  aid  by  pub- 
lishing invitations  to  the  stranger  to  visit  our  rooms,  and  join  in 
the  meetings  for  worship.  A  band  of  young  men,  active  members 
of  the  Association,  titled  '  Yokefellows,'  go  out  on  tho  streets, 
and  into  the  neighboring  saloons,  Saturday  and  Sunday  evenings, 
inviting  all  whom  they. meet  to  attend  these  religious  meetings. 
One  evening  lost  winter,  a  young  man  was  passing  the  rooms 
when  he  was  handed  a  printed  invitation  to  r.ttend  the  meeting 
for  prayer,  then  in  progress.  As  the  night  was  quite  dark,  lie 
kept  the  notice  in  his  hand  for  half  a  square,  at  which  place  a 
large  billiard-room  is  situated.  On  the  sidewalk  he  read  the  invi- 
tation by  the  light  from  the  windows,  retraced  his  steps,  and  at- 
tended the  meeting.  Here  he  was  convinced  of  sinfulness,  arose 
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for  grayer*,  and  goon  professed  conversion,  uniting  with  an  Epis 
copal  church. 

"Hotel  Invitations. — During  the  continuance  of  the  Bible- 
class  and  Service  of  Song,  invitations,  enclosed  in  envelopes 
were  left  at  the  principal  hotels  for  all  guests.  Many  strangers, 
thus  addressed  are  brought  from  the  hotels  to  the  Association' 
meetings. 

"  Large  posters  are  conspicuously  displayad  in  the  railroad  de- 
pots, hotels,  resturants,  barbershops,  and  every  available  position, 
inviting  strangers  and  young  men  to  the  rooms  and  services. 
Personal  written  invitations  were  sent  to  employees  in  many 
of  the  business-houses  in  the  city,  requesting  them  to  attend 
the  Bible-class  and  avail  themselves  of  all  the  privileges  of  the 
rooms. 

"  Belief  Work. — Our  object  is  to  provide  not  so  much  for  the 
bodily  necessities  of  men  as  for  their  spiritual,  mental,  and  social 
welfare.  However,  during  the  past  year,  through  the  generosity 
of  friends,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  articles  of  clothing  have 
been  distributed,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  meals  and  one 
hundred  and  ninety-six  lodgings  provided  for  persons  who  were 
in  destitute  circumstances. 

"  Lectures  and  Concerts. — During  the  year  there  has  been  a  free 
course  of  eight  lectures.  In  addition  to  the  lectures,  six  free  concerts 
have  been  given  in  the  hall  by  the  Music  Committee,  at  intervals 
during  the  winter.  On  all  of  these  occasions,  the  hall  proved  to 
be  inadequate  to  accommodate  the  crowds  of  young  people  who 
thronged  to  these  pleasant  entertainments.  Ten  concerts  were 
also  given  at  Longview  Asylum,  which  musical  entertainments 
were  well  received. 

"  Beception. — Your  Superintendent  has  been  assisted  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Reception  Committee  in  making  guests  welcome  to 
the  rooms.  The  influence  which  the  Association  can  gain  over  a 
young  man  is  largely  determined  by  the  reception  he  meets  on 
first  entering  the  rooms.  If  met  by  averted  looks  and  short  an- 
swers to  Uia  questions  for  information,  it  is  a  matter  of  much  doubt 
if  he  will  ever  feel  at  home  with  ns.  If,  on  the  contrary,  a  sym- 
pathizing friend  meets  him,  bidBhim  welcome,  and  shows  an  in- 
terest in  his  welfare,  the  young  man  learns  to  frequent  the  rooms, 
feels  at  home,  and  the  work  of  winning  his  soul  to  the  Saviour  is 
favorably  commenced.  A  young  man,  whose  conversion  dates 
from  our  rooms,  stated  to  a  friend :  "  The  first  day  I  came  in,  Mr. 
— —  met  me  at  the  door  so  kindly  that  I  could  not  help 
liking  him,  and  afterward,  when  he  asked  me  to  give  my  heart 
to  Christ,  I  could  not  help  doing  it." 

"Beading-Boom. — One  of  the  principal  attractions  offered  to 
young  men  is  the  '  Free  Reading-Room.'  There  is  a  choice  ref- 
erence library,  and  a  good  selection  of  the  current  magazines  and 
papers  of  the  day.  Plans  are  now  formed  to  make  this  means  of 
reaching  young  men  still  more  attraciive. 

"  This  room,  if  its  walls  could  speak,  would  tell  many  a  story  of 
loneliness  forgotten,  temptation  avoided,  and  sorrow  dispelled, 
through  its  homelike  comforts. 

"Many  donations  of  books  have  been  made  to  the  library  by 
thoughtful  friends  the  past  year.  Among  the  contributions  were 
ninety-six  bound  volumes  of  Blackwood's  Magazine,  London  Quar- 
terlies, Westminster  and  Edinburgh  llcview,  presented  by  Chas. 
W.  Wooley,  Esq. 

'  Amusement  Boom.—  Adjoining  the  Reading  there  is  an  Amuse- 
ment-room, where  those  wishing  to  spend  an  evening  in  innocent 
recreation  may  do  so  under  Christian  influences.  The  room  is  fit- 
ted up  with  a  number  of  checker  and  chess  tables,  and  a  parlor 
croquet.  Perfect  order  is  at  all  times  maintained,  but  the  subdued 
conversation  and  the  cheerful  laugh  is  not  repressed.  Young 
men  confined  in  stores  and  offices  during  the  day  need  relaxation 
to  recreate  them  for  the  morrow's  toil.  If  this  can  be  found  at  the 
rooms,  away  from  the  temptations  of  the  club-house  or  the  drink- 
ing saloon,  is  there  not  a  good  work  being  done  in  opening  this 
avenue  to  the  enjoyment  of  young  men?  Games  arc  not  allowed 
to  be  used  in  the  daytime,  lest  idleness,  among  a  certain  class, 
might  be  encouraged,  and  the  result  prove  harmful.  Many  who 
could  not  be  persuaded  to  attend  any  religious  services  will  attend 
this  amusement-room,  and  are  here  met  with  influences  which 
soon  bring  them  to  the  prayer  circle. 

"  Employment. — Recognizing  the  fact  that  idleness  is  one  of  the 
most  prolific  sources  of  evil  among  young  men,  efforts  are  made  to 
find  them  proper  and  suitable  employment.  An  employment  reg- 
ister is  kept  in  the  rooms,  with  the  name  of  each  applicant,  and 
the  services  ho  can  render,  recorded.  This  is  at  all  times  open  to 
the  inspection  of  persons  wishing  help  of  any  kind.  During  the 
year  652  persons  nave  been  registered,  and  employment  has  been 
found  for  198.  This  bureau  is  absolutely  free,  no  fee  being  received 
from  employer  or  employee. 

"  Boarding-Souses. — A  large  number  of  young  men  who  come 
to  the  rooms  ar<i  away  from  their  home  firesides,  and,  unacquainted 
with  the  city,  seek  information  as  to  boarding  places.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  help  them  by  carefully  preparing  a  list  ot 
boarding-houses,  situated  in  all  partB  of  the  city,  and  suited  to 
the  means  of  all.    There  are  now  on  the  list  twenty-eight  board- 


ing-houses, and  eleven  places  where  furnished  rooms  can  be 
obtained.     During  the  year  198  persons  have  thereby  been  assisted, 

"  Temperance. — While  we  are  not  distinctively  a  temperance 
organization,  all  in  our  power  is  done,  consistent  with  our  other 
aims,  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance  among  young  men,  and 
endeavor  to  shield  our  fellows  from  the  evils  of  this  national 
curse.  Nine  temperance  prayer-meetings  have  been  held,  led  by 
six  clergymen  and  three  laymen,  at  which  223  persons  signed  the 
pledge.  149  have  signed  at  other  times  in  the  rooms,  making  a 
total  for  the  year  of  872. 

"  Membership. — Our  membership  is  composed  of  three  classes— 
active,  any  member  in  good  standing  of  a  Protestant  Evangelical 
church  ;  associate,  any  person  of  good  moral  character ;  sustain- 
ing, any  member,  or  other  individual,  who,  from  regard  to  tl  o 
cause,  may  be  prompted  to  contribute  regularly  to  the  Association. 
During  the  year  there  have  been  added  by  election  : 

Active, 80 

Associate 59 

Sustaining 81 

Total 173 

Making  the  membership  November  1st,  1872  : 

Active 495 

Associate 159 

Sustaining... 116 

Total 770 

"  Few  are  aware  of  the  variety  of  duties  to  be  performe-i  by  » 
Superintendent  of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  He 
must  meet  and  act  with  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men,  from 
the  most  educated  and  refined  to  the  most  ignorant  and  debased. 
His  duties  cast  him  among  men  of  all  shades  of  opinion.  The 
stranger  is  to  be  welcomed,  the  fainting  encouraged,  the  weak 
strengthened,  the  sinning  reproved,  the  sick  visited,  the  mourning 
comforted,  and  the  seeking  one  pointed  to  Jesus  as  the  only  Sa- 
viour. How  to  meet  all  these,  and  prove  a  messenger  from  God 
sent  to  them,  is  a  task  of  no  small  labor.  Letters  are  often  re- 
ceived from  anxious  mother*  saying,' '  Look  after  my  boy,' 
'  Watch  over  my  son  in  your  great  city,'  and  thanking  Clod 
that  such  a  means  of  saving  young  men  has  been  established. 

"  Efforts  have  been  made  to  record  faithfully  the  transactions 
of  the  past,  and  now  another  year  is  before  us,  calling  to  labors 
and  rewards.  God  grant  that  we  may  be  found  at  our  posts  doing 
manly  bittle  in  our  glorious  cause,  and  that  of  each  ot  us  it  shall 
be  said, '  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.' 

Receipts  for  the  year x $0,872  23 

Expenditures 6,320  53 

Statistics  for  the  year  ending  October  26<A,  1872. 

Total  attendance  in  rooms 86,539 

Registered  visitors .' 474 

Religious  tracts,  papers  and  cards  distributed 109,210 

Printed  invitations  to  meetings  distributed 49,830 

Religious  meetings  in  rooms 4S7 

Concerts  in  rooms 6 

Concerts  in  Longview  Asylum 10 

Lectures  in  rooms. . . .  * t 

Magazines  and  papers  filed  in  rooms 7,225 

Religious  meetings  in  Barracks,  Hospital,  Jail,  and  Work- 
house   217 

Signatures  to  temperance  pledge 372 

Sick  visited  by  Superintendent , 25 

Men  helped  to  homes' outside  of  city 21 

Situations  obtained 198 

Requests  for  prayers  at  our  meetings 818 

Personal  conversations  on  religion  by  Superintendent. . . .  348 

Conversions  in  rooms 39 

Conversions  reported  by  Committees 19 

The  Day  of  Prayer  was  observed,  and  we  hope  will  bring  forth 
good  fruit  for  the  Master.  Sermons  to  young  men  were  preached 
in  several  of  our  churches.  At  the  rooms  we  made  our  Praise- 
meeting  topic  "  Christian  work  among  young  men."  At  the  close 
of  this  meeting  a  second  meeting  was  held,  at  whish  prayers  were 
offered  for  our  own  Association  and  others  all  over  the  world.  Wo 
have  decided  to  have  all  our  noon-  meetings  this  week,  and  have 
for  their  topic,  *'  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  work.'' 

A.  C.  Scott,  Superintendent. 

Cleveland. — For  many  years  this  Association  has  been  ag- 
gressive, but  of  late  has  grown  very  rapidly  in  power  and  in- 
fluence. Two  years  ago  a  finely-located  building,  costing  $30,- 
000,  was  secured.  Alteady  too  small  for  the  work,  this  edifice  is 
soon  to  be  enlarged.  Two  General  Secretaries,  or  Superintendent*, 
are  busily  employed.    One,  Lang  Sheaff,  is  constantly  at  the 
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rooms,  welcomes  young  men,  secures  employment  for  them,  takes 
charge  of  the  daily  and  other  prayer-meetings,  and  cooperates 
with  the  large  band  of  volunteer  Christian  young  men  in  their 
work. 

The  second  Superintendent,  G.  W.  Cobb,  last  summer  withdrew 
from  business  to  take  charge  of  the  unique  and;roinnrk  able  "  railroad 
work"  of  the  Association.  The  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Souiliorn 
Ba  Iroad  employs  some  10,000  men,  mostly  non-church-goer?.  Its 
vast  Central  depot,  the  largest  in  the  world  till  the  Grand  Cen- 
tral was  built  in  New- York,  is  located  at  Clevelaad,  and  is  fre- 
quented by  5000  of  these  railroad-men.  Into  this  depon  the  As- 
sociation first  ventured  and  held  a  prayer-meeting  once  a  week. 
They  were  led  to  go  out  of  the  city  and  hold  meetings  at  favor- 
able points  along  the  line  of  the  road.  Divine  blessing  attended 
thorn.  At  Bellevue  and  other  places,  conversions  occurred.  Good 
influence  on  the  employ 6s  was  perceptible.  The  railroad  company 
was  asked  for  a  place  in  the  depot,  to  be  fitted  up  by  the  Associ- 
ation as  a  reading-room.  The  company  expended  $3500  in  com- 
plying with  this  request.  At  the  sociable  opening  of  the  cheerful 
room,  nine  pictures,  costing  fifty-six  dollars  each,  were  found  on 
the  walls,  donated  by  the  employes,  who  raised  the  money  in 
sums  of  one  dollar  each.  The  growth  of  the  work  led  to  the  so- 
curing  of  Mr.  Cobb  as  manager  of  the  room  and  the  meeliujrs. 
All  along  the  line  of  the  road,  men  have  been  convertod.  Fast  and 
profane  men  have  been  reached.  Wives  and  families  show  their 
interest.  A  whole  neighborhood  called  Muddy  or  Dirty  Row  has 
been  so  changed  that  its  title  is  now  "  Gospel  Row."  One  of  the 
trains  has  the  name,  all  along  the  road,  of  the  "  Christian  train," 
because  conductor,  engineer,  fireman,  and  brakemen,  are  all  con- 
verted men.  On  a  recent  Lord's  day,  140  Christian  young  men 
went  out  in  various  directions  to  hold  meetings. 

A  wonderful  ttiutnph  for  the  better  observance  of  the  Lord's 
day  has  also  been  made  Till  within  a  few  weeks  twenty-foul 
freight-trains  passed  through  the  Cleveland  depot  on  Sunday. 
Employes  were  kept  from  attending  the  Sunday  services.  Too 
Association  agitated  and  worked  for  reform  until  it  was  achijved. 
Now  every  one  of  these  trains  has  been  stopped,  and  the  men  en 
joy  a  Sabbath.  Why  cannot  a  similar  work  be  done  in  every 
railroad  centre  where  an  Association  exists  ? 

A  third  work  has  lately  been  entrusted  to  this  Socie'.y  by  the 
ministers  and  churches  of  Cleveland.  A  city'  missionary,  em 
ployed  by  the  churches,  has  been  placed  under  the  direction  ot 
the  Association  to  engage,  in  family  visitation  throughout  the 
City,  especially  among  Germans. 

A  still  furtuer  token  of  sympathyandconfideace  of  the  churches 
is  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  Associations. 
Till  lately  funds  bad  been  raised  in  the  usual  way  by  solicitation 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  Society.  But  ttie  ministers 
volunteered  to  relieve  the  young  men  of  this,  and  each  church 
pledged  the  Association  a  ontribution  each  year.  This  amply 
provides  lor  all  necessary  expenses. — Observer. 


PENNS  YL  VANIA. 

Carlisle.— -Tha  Volunteer,  in  an  article  commending  the  ef- 
forts of  tho  Association  in  this  city,  says :  "  The  series  of  open-air 
services  commenced  last  May,  and  held  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath, 
on  the  streets,  iu  different  parts  of  the  town,  were  closed  last  Sab- 
bath for  the  season.  Much  interest  has  boon  felt  by  many  of  our 
citizens  in  these  meetings,  the  attendance  being  large,  and  the  ex- 
ercises always  commanding  respectful  and  oarnest  attention,  and 
drawing  together  many  who  have  heretofore  made  no  uso  of  the 
church  privileges  extended  to  them.  We  are  indebted  to  our 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  for  this  movement,  and  aro 
glad  to  notico  the  zeal  that  marks  their  continued  and  successful 
efforts  in  the  various  branches  of  their  work.  We  loam  that  meet- 
ings similar  to  those  held  will  be  continued  iu  the  churches,  com- 
mencing next  Sabbath  afternoon,  at  4}  o'clock,  in  ths  lower  Meth- 
:>dUt  church.  Arrangements  are  also  being  madetohavo  a  course 
of  sermons  to  young  men,  to  be  preached  at  intervals  during  the 
coming  winter  season." 

Germantown.— This  Association  was  organized  last  year, 
and  has  about  320  members.  The  reading-room,  monthly  meet- 
ings, and  lyceum  are  well  attended,  and  the  library  well  pat- 
ronized. Weekly  prayer-meetings  were  held  last  winter,  and 
singing  and  writing  classes  organized.  Open-air  meetings  were 
held  in  the  summer  and  largely  attended.  An  attempt  was  made 
in  the  spring  to  raise  money  to  build,  but  hot  weather  coming  on, 
the  managers  thought  beet  to  postpone  the  effort  until  fall.  But 
the  president,  William  Adamson,  a  man  full  of  the  love  of  God, 
and  longing  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  among  the  young  men  of 
the  town,  knows  no  discouragements  when  working  for  Jesus.  Hav- 


ing faith  that  the  Christian  men  of  Germantown  would  aid  in  carry- 
ing through  this  great  work,  he  advanced  the  means  and  purchased 
a  church  building  for  $25,000,  and  is  now  spending  $10,000  in  fit- 
ting it  up  for  the  use  of  the  Association.  It  will  contain  a  grand 
hall,  with  committee,  prayer-meeting,  reading,  conversation,  and 
bathing  rooms ;  alsi  a  gymnasium,  and  all  the  conveniences,  com- 
forts, and  attractions,  that  the  citizens  and  young  mea  can  desire. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Association : 

President:  William  Adamson. 

Vice-Presidents:  William  B.  Whitney,  Charles  H.  Cum- 
miug-s,  William  A.  Church,  John  J.  Lytle,  Charles  L.  Maxwell. 

Oi>r.  Secretary:  Charles  Matlaek. 

Treasurer :  Richard  V.  Boswell. 

Superintendent :  George  B.  Peek. 

Philadelphia. — The  Association  has  purchased  a  lot  for 
$1&5,000,  on  Chestnut-street,  70  feet  front  by  about  300  dtep.  It 
is  designed  to  erect  a  commodious  building  here,  every  way  suitable 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Association.  It  will  contain  a  hall  capable 
of  holding  1500  poople,  and  a  library  and  reading-room.  There 
will  be  stores  on  the  first  floor,  and  offices  in  other  parts  of  the 
building,  for  rental.  John  A.  Brown  has  'given  the  Association 
$25,000.  John  Wanamaker  made  the  following  report  at  the 
Carlisle  Convention : 

"  There  aro  two  things  we  don't  do  any  more  in  Philadelphia. 
We  don't  have  any  more  dress  parades  of  our  work  in  the  news- 
papers, and  we  don't  allow  any  persons  to  work  in  our  Association 
when  it  interferes  with  work  in  their  churches.  We  try  to  ar- 
range our  meetings  so  that  they  will  not  interfere  with  those  of 
tao  churches.  We  have  a  reading-room  open  from  half-past  eight 
in  the  morning  until  ten  at  night,  and  a  library  of  five  thousand 
volumes,  and  two  branch  Association  reading-rooms.  We  have  a 
lyceum  Monday,  Bible  study  Thursday,  and  prayer-meeting  Sat- 
urday evenings  each  week.  We  hold  a  monthly  temperance  meet- 
ing. We  sustain  fifteen  open-air  meetings  every  Sunday.  We 
have  an  Employment  Bureau  which  has  secured  situations  for 
2300  young  men.  We  have  also  a  home  which  we  call  a  League 
House,  for  young  men  who  are  strangers  in  the  city  seeking  em- 
ployment, and  for  others  of  small  means,  where  they  can  have 
good  board  and  good  beds  at  the  lowest  figure  that  will  cover  the 
actual  cost.  I  think  the  brightest  day  the  Association  has  ever 
seen  has  dawned  upon  it.  We  used  to  spend  six  months  raising 
the  amount  needed  for  our  current  expenses,  now  we  have  It  all 
raised  or  promised  by  the  second  month  of  the  year.  In  order  to 
secure  a  full  attendance  at  our  board-meetings,  we  have  a  plain 
tea  served  in  our  room,  thus  saving  time,  and  enabling  brethren 
to  return  home  at  an  early  hour,  and  it  also  makes  the  meeting  a 
pleusant  social  occasion." 

North-Lebanon. — An  Association  was  formed  here  a  few 
months  ago.  It  now  numbers  fifty  active  members.  Hon.  G.  Daw- 
son Coleman  is  building  a  house  for  it.  He  has  presented  nearly 
a  hundred  volumes  to  its  library. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence, — The  meeting  held  last  evening  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  in  tho  Third  Bap. 
tist  church,  was  well  attended,  every  seat  in  the  house  being  occu- 
pied, besides  many  persona  standing  by  the  door  throughout  the 
entire  service,  which  lasted  nearly  two  hours.  The  exercises  were 
conducted  by  the  General  Secretary,  Wm.  H.  Anderson,  who  clear- 
ly set  forth  the  object  of  the  meeting,  the  work  and  aims  of  the 
Association,  and  earnestly  besought  his  hearers  to  become  sharers 
in  the  good  cause.  After  these  preliminaries,  Messrs.  Mathewson, 
Gallup,  Hunt,  and  Tillinghast,  members  of  the  Association,  ad- 
dressed the  audience  in  a  spirited  and  pleasing  manner,  cordially 
urging  all  to  become  co-workers  in  the  efforts  to  save  young  men. 
A  liberal  collection  was  taken  up,  and  although  no  signs  of  fa- 
tigue were  apparent  among  the  audience,  the  hour  for  closing  had 
arrived,  and  the  audience  was  dismissed.  The  effect  of  the  meet- 
ing was  beneficial,  and  we  trust  similar  ones  will  be  held  in  other 
churches  during  the  winter  months. — Evening  Press. 


WEST    VIRGINIA. 

Parkersburff. — The  second  annual  convention  of  the  Asso- 
ciations of  West  Virginia  was  held  at  Parkersburg,  November  21  - 
23.  Twenty  delegates  were  present.  R.  A.  Blackford,  of  Clarks- 
burg, presided.  A  State  Executive  Committee  was  elected,  and 
the  followine  topics  were  discussed,  "  The  Nature  of  Our  Work," 
"  The  Study  of  God's  Word,"  and  "Modern  Scepticism." 
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ENGLAND. 

Liverpool, — Samuel  Nash,  Secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Asso- 
ciation, in  a  private  letter  to  John  C.  Havemeyer,  of  New-York, 
girt*  a  fall  and  most  interesting  account  of  the  regular  meetings 
of  the  Association,  from  which  we  hare  been  kindly  permitted  to 
make  the  following  abstract. 

"The  attendance  at  our  Sunday  afternoon  Bible-class ranges 
from  150  to  over  250.  When  D.  L.  Moody  was  here  some  weeks 
ago,  we  had  over  260 — the  place  was  quite  blocked  up.  Last 
Sunday  afternoon  we  had  B.  C.  Morse,  of  New- York,  and  some 
time  before  that  Dr.  Robert  Patterson,  of  Chicago.  We  could  get 
many  more  to  this  class  if  the  place  was  larger.  We  have  had 
many  conversions.  Our  Sunday  morning  prayer^neeting  is  also 
a  success ;  the  attendance  varies  from  46  to  80  or  90,  according  to 
the  weather.  Sunday  evening  special  services  for  the  people  are 
held  in  the  large  circus  near  S>t.  George's  Hall,  opposite  the  Wel- 
lington monument.  The  place  will  hold  over  8000  people  ;  you 
would  be  pleased  to  see  the  crowds  we  get  into  thiB  place.  When 
Mr.  Moody  preached  here  there  were  over  8000  present,  and  over 
600  staid  to  the  prayer-meeting,  at  which  there  were  over  80  con- 
versions. These  meetings,  to  the  surprise  of  everybody,  have 
been  kept  up  daring  the  entire  summer  months,  notwithstanding 
the  hot  weather  and  short  evenings.  The  Monday  evening  prayer- 
meeting  is  attended  by  120  to  180.  We  often  have  conversions  at 
this  meeting.  The  Thursday  evening  class  for  the  systematic  study 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  attended  by  from  40  to  70,  really  earnest, 
inquiring  .Christian  youog  men.  It  is  presided  over  by  an  Epis- 
copalian clergyman,  who  is  much  esteemed.  The  Monthly  Union 
prayer-meeting  is  attended  by  nearly  200.  which  is  as  many  as 
the  place  will  accommodate.  Our  Openair  Mission  has  been  pushed 
forward  with  much  vigor,  and  with  marked  success  during  the 
summer  months.  Tract  distribution  has  also  been  greatly  bless- 
ed. Through  the  distribution  of  our  tracts,  43  persons  in  Kent 
Terrace  alone  have  been  converted  to  Qod,  and  the  work  still  goes 
on.  The  Saturday  night  Mission  is  well  maintained.  Our  young 
men  go  into  the  streets  on  Saturday  night,  and  there,  as  well 
as  at  the  entrances  to  place)  of  evil  resort,  they  distribute  slips 
which  have  deterred  hundreds  and  hundreds  of.  young. men  from 
entering  such  places.  The  Visitation  of  the  sick  and  the  Situa- 
tion Agency  are  being  pushed  on.  We  have  occasional  lectures, 
though  I  think  in  this  country  the  day  for  these  has  gone  by. 
We  have  frequent  tea  meetings,  to  which  we  invite  from  200  to 
800  young  men,  as  many  as  the  place  will  hold.  After  tea  we  have 
earnest  practical  addresses.  We  have  many  other  meetings,  which 
we  arrange  for  as  we  can;  for  instance,  D.  L.  Moody  delivers  an 
address  in  Hope  Hall  to-night.  The  like,  next  Wednesday  night 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Vincent,  of  New- York.  We  have  also  started  a 
small  Benevolent  or  Relief  Fund  for  poor  and  destitute  young 
men,  numbers  of  whom  come  to  Liverpool  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Oar  premises,  though  recently  enlarged,  are  now  far  too 
small,  and  what  we  shall  do  the  coming  winter  i  am  at  an  utter  loss 
to  know.  I  am  about  to  appeal  for  funds  for  a  Library.  We  have  a 
lot  of  old  unattractive  books  which  are  no  use  to  us  whatever ; 
they  might  have  been  popular  in  Noah's  time,  but  not  now.  We 
want  a  large  number  of  healthy  books  for  oar  young  men,  so  I  am 
going  to  make  an  effort  for  a  Circulating  library.  The  work  is 
such  as  it  never  was  before.  We  have  over  100  workers,  all  young 
men,  with  big  hearts  for  the  Master.  We  believe  here  in  the 
social  element  and  in  the  cup  of  te.%.  We  had  a  capital  Social 
meeting  last  night.  We  have  Wn  getting  up  some  new  prospec- 
tus cards.  I  must  try  to  send  you  one.  H.  B.  McBurney  and  R. 
C.  Morse  are  in  London.  They  were  at  Mr.  Moody's  farewell 
meeting  last  night  in  Aldersgate  street.  I  thought  of  visiting 
America  this  year,  but  owing  to  the  Amsterdam  Conference,  I  put 
it  off,  but  I  will  see  what  I  can  do  with  a  view  of  visiting  your 
good  country  neit  year." 

Mr.  Nash  has  recently  visited  a  large  number  of  Associations  in 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  He  found  many  of  them  alive, 
prospering,  progressing,  and  doing  much  good  ;  others  plodding 
on  alow,  weak,  cold,  starving — no  push,  no  life,  no  power ;  and 
some  few  dead  and  buried. 

The  office  of  Association  undertaker-has  not  yet  become  a  sine- 
cure either  in  Europe  or  America. 


GERMANY. 

Stuttgart. — At  the  Anniversary  of  the  South-German  Bund 
of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  the  managing  agent,  Bev. 
Dr.  Werner,  reported  the  progress  of  the  union.  Thirty  societies 
now  belong  to  it,  having  in  all  about  seven  hundred  members. 
The  Executive  Committee  is  located  at  Stuttgart.  The  Union  is 
especially  working  among  the  Alsatians  at  present,  founding  new 
societies  wherever  it  is  possible. 

Hamburg.— On  the  20th  of  September,  a  new  Association 
building  in  the  city  of  Hamburg  was  dedicated,  with  an  address 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Wichern. 


SANDWICH   ISLANDS. 

Honolulu. — The  rooms  of  the  Honolulu  Association  are  kept 
open  on  the  Sabbath.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  S.  M. 
Damon,  son  of  Rev.  S.  C.  Damon,  was  married  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember.   The  Friend  contains  a  brilliant  account  of  the  ceremony. 


IRELAND. 

Dublin. — The  attendance  at  the  Sunday  and  Friday  evening 
Bible-classes  average  about  seventy,  and  at  the  devotional-meet- 
ings from  twenty  to  forty.  Meetings  have  been  started  in  three 
of  the  large  business-houses  of  the  city.  They  are  conducted  by 
members  of  the  Association  residing  in  the  houses.  In  one  of  these 
a  Bible-class  and  prayer-meeting  are  held  every  Sunday ;  they  are 
well  attended  by  the  residents.  The  financial  condition  of  the  As- 
sociation is  favorable. 


TRINIDAD. 

Port  of  Spain. — An  Association  has  recently  been  formed 
here.  It  meets  with  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  community. 
At  tho  first  public  meeting  many  of  the  leading  merchants  and  of- 
ficials were  present.  Rev.  S.  L.  B.  Richards,  Rov.  Geo.  Brodie, 
and  several  others  addressed  the  meeting.  The  reading-room  and 
library  will  famish  young  men  who  live  in  lodging-houses  with 
facilities  for  study  and  improvement. 


LITERARY. 


Horn;  or,  The  TJwlost  Paradise.  By  Ray  Palmer,  D.D. 
Beautifully  printed  on  toned  paper.  Cloth,  gilt  edges,  pp.  131. 
$2.    New- York :  A.  D.  F.  Bandoiph  &  Co. 

We  are  averse  to  the  free  use  of  superlative  adjectives ;  bat  any 

one  who  has  ever  heard  Ray  Palmer  preach,  or  who  has  ever  sung 

bis  most  precious  by  m  n, 

"  My  faith  loots  up  to  Thee, 
Thou  Lamb  ot  Calvary," 

will  see  at  once  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  describe  this  vol- 
ume without  them.  It  is  written  in  blank  verse,  and  dedicated 
to  the  mothers  and  daughters  of  our  country ;  but  fathers  and 
sons  will  do  well  to  read  it.  In  both  style  and  sentiment,  it  re- 
calls the  sweetest  tones  of  Cowper.  It  is  a  most  lovely  picture  of 
Home,  not  only  as  it  may  be,  but  as  it  actually  has  been  in  in- 
stances almost  without  number.  Its  aim  is  to  elevate  in  the  minds 
of  young  men  and  women  the  ideal  of  the  family  and  Home,  and 
to  deepen  in  the  hearts  of  all  a  conviction  of  the  sacredness  and 
beauty  of  a  pious,  domestic  life,  and  the  peril  to  eveiy  interest  of 
humanity  involved  in  the  desecration  of  household  sanctities. 
Those  who  have  known  the  joys  and  permanent  benefits  of  well- 
ordered  and  happy  Homes  will  read  it  with  tranquil  pleasure.  It 
will  revive  sweet  recollections  of  childhood  and  youth,  and  bring 
back  the  faces  of  the  loved  and  honored  who  have  passed  away 
from  earth.  It  is  a  poem  that  will  live,  and  that  will  elevate  the 
moral  and  social  lives  of  our  sons  and  daughters,  for  many  genera 
tions. 

Mr.  Blake's  Walking-stick.  A  Christmas  Story  for  Boys  and 
Girls.  By  Edward  Eggleston.  Tinted  paper,  cloth,  pp.  60. 
50  cents.  Chicago:  Adams,  Blackmer  &  Lyon  Publishing 
Company. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  Blake's  stick  is  a  good  deal  of  a  talker,  and, 
what  is  better,  it  always  talks  to  the,  point.  Listen  I  "  Now,  I  say 
it  is  a  shame  that  when  the  birthday  of  that  Lord  Jesus,  who  gave 
himself  away,  and  who  said  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
ceive, cornea  round,  all  of  you  Sunday-school  scholars  are  think- 
ing only  of  what  you  are  going  to  get."  If  any  boy  wishes  to 
know  what  the  talking  of  Old  Ebony,  the  minister's  stick,  and  the 
doing  of  Willie  Wake,  the  minister's  son,  accomplished,  he  can  ask 
old  Auntie  Parm'ly,  or  Peter  Stiles,  the  blind  broom-maker,  or  poor 
widow  Martin. 

Tick's  Illustrated  Floral  Guide,  for  1873,  will  be  published 
quarterly.  Winter,  Spring,  Summer,  and  Autumn,  each  will  have 
its  number,  and  each  number  will  contain  practical  instruction, 
and  valuable  information  appropriate  to  the  season.  The  Jan- 
uary number  has  a  splendid  colored  plate,  the  New  Japan  Cocks- 
comb.   It  is  a  guide  to  cabbages  as  well  as  flowers. 
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The  National  Sunday-School  Teacher  is  a  model  periodical.  It 
spreads  a  rich  table  of  contents  before  its  readers  every  month 
Chicago :  Adams,  Blackmer  &  Lyon  Publishing  Co. 

Brainard's  Musical  World,  for  November,  fully  sustains  its 
reputation  as  a  literary  and  artistic  journal.  It  contains  two 
beautiful  pieces  of  music,  "  My  Own  Bright  Island  Home,"  a 
song  and  chorus  of  unusual  excellence,  and  Miss  Lindsay's  famous 
song,  "  Too  late,  too  late,  ye  cannot  enter  now."  Cleveland  O. : 
Musical  World. 

Johm  E.  POTTER  &  Co.;  Philadelphia,  have  in  press  and  will 
shortly  publish  Potter's  Complete  Bible  Eneydopadia,  a  Universal 
Dictionary  of  Biblical,  Ecclesiastical,  and  Historical  Information, 
from  the  earliest  times  to  the  present  day.  By  Rev.  William 
Blackwood  ,D.D.,  LL.D.,  author  of  BlacktcoocFs  Comprehensive  Aids 
to  the  Study  of  the  Holy  Bible,  etc.,  etc.,  with  valuable  contribu- 
tions by  other  eminent  divines.  Comprised  in  about  2000  brevier 
pages,  quarto,  with  nearly  8000  illustrative  engravings. 

Ths  Musical  World  (Die  Musikalische  Welt),  a  German  and 
English  monthly  musical  journal,  is  published  by  Henry  Lit- 
OLFF,  211  Fourth-avenue,  New- York.  It  affords  its  readers  every 
month  twenty-four  large  pages  of  the  finest  music,  by  well-known 
composers,  for  the  low  price  of  $8  a  year.  The  paper  is  pub- 
lished in  three  divisions — viz :  A,  Pieces  for  the  pianoforte,  with- 
out wordB.  This  division  is  under  the  management  of  Franz  Abt, 
the  renowned  composer.  B,  Songs  for  high,  and,  O,  songs  for 
low  voices.  The  two  latter  divisions  are  superintended  by  Clem- 
ens Schultze.  The  names  of  the  two  editors  guarantee,  of  course, 
first-rate  music,  and  the  music  itself  is  neither  so  difficult  as  to  dis- 
courage the  beginner,  nor  so  easy  as  to  allow  dispensing  with 
practice.  


CURRENT  LITERATURE. 


Moral  Sunrise, — I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  my  hearers 
have  ever  gone  up  from  Kiflfelburg  to  Gorner  Grat,  in  the  High 
Alps,  to  behold  the  sun  rise.  Every  mountain  catches  the  light 
according  to  the  height  which  the  upheaving  forces  that  God  set 
In  motion  have  given  it.  First,  the  point  of  Monte  Rosa  is  kissed 
by  the  morning  beams,  blushes  for  a  moment,  and  forthwith  stands 
clear  in  the  light.  Then  the  Bretthern  and  the  dome  of  Muscha- 
bel,  and  the  Matterhorn,  and  twenty  other  grand  mountains,  em- 
bracing the  distant  Jung  Frau,  reoeive  each  in  its  turn  the  glad- 
dening rays,  bask  each  for  a  brief  space,  and  then  remain  bathed 
In  sunlight. 

Meanwhile,  the  valleys  between  lie  down  dark  and  dismal  as 
death.  But  the  light  which  has  risen  is  the  light  of  the  morning  ; 
and  these  shadows  are  even  now  lessening,  and  we  are  sure  they 
will  soon  altogether  vanish.  Such  is  the  hopeful  view  I  take  of 
our  world.  "  Darkness  covered  the  earth,  and  gross  darkness  the 
people  ;  but  God's  light  hath  broken  forth  in  the  morning,  and 
to  them  who  sat  in  darkness  a  great  light  has  arisen."  Already 
I  see  favored  spots  illuminated  by  it ;  Great  Britain  and  her 
spreading  colonies,  and  Prussia  extending  her  influence,  and  the 
United  States,  with  her  broad  territory  and  her  rapidly-increasing 
population,  stand  in  the  light ;  and  I  see,  not  twenty,  but  a  hun- 
dred points  of  light,  striking  up  in  our  scattered  mission  stations, 
in  old  continents,  and  secluded  isles,  and  barren  deserts,  accord- 
ing as  God's  grace  and  man's  heaven-kindled  love  have  favored 
them.  And,  much  as  I  was  enraptured  with  that  grand  Alpine 
scene,  and  shouted  irrepressibly  as  I  surveyed  it,  I  am  still  more 
elevated,  and  I  feel  as  if  I  could  cry  aloud  for  joy,  when  I  hear  of 
light  advancing  from  point  to  point,  and  penetrating  deeper  and 
deeper  into  the  darkness  which  we  are  sure  is  at  bat  to  be  dis- 
pelled, to  allow  our  earth  to  stand  clear  in  the  light  of  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness. — Dr.  McCosh. 

Out  in  the  Cold.— Young  men  go  out  from  us  to  engage  in 
business.  They  plunge  into  our  great  cities,  having  no  acquaint- 
ance except  such  as  they  pick  up  at  their  places  of  business  or  at 
their  boarding-houses  They  drift  from  church  to  church,  making 
no  settled  choice  of  any.  They  are  unnoticed  by  Christian  people. 
The  churches  they  have  left  will  give  them  certificates  of  mem- 
bership, if  they  ask  for  them ;  but  they  do  not  ask,  and  they  get 
"  out  In  the  cold,"  or  fall  into  bad  habits,  and  are  lost  to  the 
churches.  Now  how  easy  it  would  be  to  give  to  such  young 
men  not  only  a  "  travelling  card,"  which  should  introduce  to  the 
confidence  and  fellowship  of  Christians  of  their  own  denomination 
at  least,  but  to  commend  them  specially  to  the  care  of  some  pas- 
tor or  church  officer  who  oould  look  them  up  and  introduce  them 


to  church  privileges,  to  Sunday-school  and  Bible-elass,  and  to  the 
social  connections  which  flow  S3  naturally,  or  might  be  made  to 
flow  so  naturally,  out  of  these  branches  of  Christian  work.  How 
many  capital  young  fellows  are  ruined,  just  for  the  want  of  thin 
kind  of  assistance,  all  of  which  our  churches  oould  give,  without 
any  strain  upon  their  present  systems,  or  any  drain  of  their  re- 
sources. And  as  to  the  esse  of  sick  and  suffering  brethren— is  it  not 
a  shame  to  us  that  we  fail  so  continually  in  what  our  secular  soci- 
eties make  a  sacred  duty  ?  A  Mason  or  an  Odd-Felloir  is  certain 
of  the  material  aid  and  oomfortof  his  brethren  if  hen'eds  it.  Their 
sick  are  watched  over  with  tender  care ;  their  dead  are  buried 
with  reverential  hands.  But  the  members  of  our  churches—alas  I 
how  often  can  they  say  of  their  brethren,  "  I  was  a  stranger,  and 
ye  took  me  not  In ;  I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me  not'' !  These 
things  ought  not  to  be  so.  Shall  our  churches,  professing  to  be 
linked  together  by  the  highest  and  purest  of  all  bonds,  be  behind 
societies  which  profess  only  morality,  and  friendship,  and  benevo- 
lence, in  the  practice  of  love  to  the  brethren  ?  We  can  do  all  this 
work  as  easily,  and  far  more  cheaply  than  they.  We  ought  to  so 
perfect  our  organizations  that  no  Christian  should  seek  in  secular 
societies  the  benefits  which  we  can  give  him,  and  should  give  him, 
if  we  did  our  whole  duty.  But  alas  I  too  often  do  we,  like  the  priest 
and  the  Levite  in  the  parable,  pass  by  on  the  other  side,  and  leave 
the  work  of  charity  and  compassion  to  be  done  by  "  these  Samari- 
tans." We  might  go  a  step  farther.  We  might  commend  men  who 
are  not  members  of  our  churches  to  the  fraternal  care  of  our  breth- 
ren. We  might  say  to  the  pastor  of  a  city  church,  "  Mr.  —  has  come 
into  your  bounds  In  search  of  business,"  or  otherwise,  as  the  case 
may  be.  "  He  is  not,  so  far  as  we  know,  a  Christian,  but  he  is 
excellent  material  to  make  one  out  of.  Will  you  look  after 
him  ?"  And  if,  a  day  or  two  afterward,  our  friend  is  surprised  by 
a  call  at  his  place  of  business  from  a  clergyman  or  a  layman,  who 
tells  him  he  has  heard  favorably  of  him,  and  would  be  glad  to  see 
him  at  his  church,  and  perhaps  to  introduce  him  to  a  pleasant 
boarding-place,  and  to  the  acquaintance  of  agreeable  people,  is 
not  that  man's  chance  improved  immensely  by  what  costs  almost 
nothing  1— Christ ian  Union. 

Heroes  Wanted.— Dr.  John  Hall  thinks  there  are  oppMtun  i 
ties  in  every-day  life  for  deeds  of  oourage  amounting  to  heroism. 
He  says : 

"  We  venture  to  suggest  a  few  quite  accessible  situations,  in 
which,  as  the  notices  say,  "  enterprising  persons  of  both  sexes" 
can  distinguish  themselves,  and  benefit  the  community  in  greater 
or  less  degree,  according  to  circumstances.  The  list  of  openings 
can  be  extended  indefinitely. 

1.  Let  all  youthful  smokers  conquer  the  growing  habit ;  and 
*11  masticators  of  the  weed  spare  their  mouths  and  public  high- 
ways. It  Is  unnecessary  to  discuss  here  the  propriety  or  otherwise 
of  these  indulgences.  It  is  enough  that  the  victory  over  them  de- 
mands coolness  and  courage,  to  which  many  are  not  equal. 

2.  Let  all  young  men  who  have  begun  to  enjoy  a  "  friendly 
glass"  forego  it  at  once,  even  though  it  be  presented  by  the  fairest 
hands,  on  the  gayest  holidays,  or  urged  with  varied  bantering  and 
entreaty  at  the  most  brilliant  table. 

8.  Let  all  ladies  whose  taste  and  judgment  revolt  against  ab- 
surd fashions  ignore  them.  Why  should  free  Americans  be  ruled 
by  the  caprices  of  a  few  modistes,  or  ordered  how  to  dress  by  a 
magazine  writer?  Why  should  they  submit  in  grumbling  dis- 
content to  irresponsible  tyranny,  obedience  to  which  is  ruinously 
costly  ?  Why  should  Mrs.  Smith  be  required  by  fashion  to  drag 
si'k,  at  five  dollars  a  yard,  through  trie  mud,  while  poor  Mr. 
Smith  is  at  his  wit's  end  about  the  grocer's  bill? 

4  Let  young  ladies  dare  to  go  home  at  rational  evening  hours. 
Their  color,  health,  spirits,  lives,  in  some  instances,  will  be  saved 
by  such  courage.  We  do  not  sympathize  with  the  cynic  who  ap 
proves  of  this  absurd  inversion  of  night  and  day,  on  the  ground 
that  the  silly  women  who  practice  it  are  thus  killed  off,  to  the 
gain  of  society.  Many  who  are  capable  of  good  things  Buffer  in 
the  multitude.  Here  is  a  fine  occasion  for  feminine  courage  to 
rescue  endangered  lives. 

5.-  Let  young  men  wear  old  gloves,  hat,  and  coat,  till  they  can 
honestly  afford  the  new.  It  requires  uncommon  courage ;  but  it 
will  have  good  results.  Men  schooled  to  such  deeds  of  heroism 
will  refuse  to  endorse  bad  bills,  will  not  vote  for  scamps,  nor  kneel 
in  the  mud  to  scoundrels  who  give  lavishly  what  they  have  gained 
lawlessly,  nor  take  with  pride  the  hand  of  a  villain,  however 
exalted. 

6.  Let  men  refuse  their  names  to  all  papers,  the  contents  of 
which  they  cannot  personally  vouch  for,  including  testimonials. 
Any  man  actually  out  of  Sing  Sing  can  get  a  testimonial,  and  you 
may  see  a  dozen  names  testifying  to  the  excellence  of  one  whom 
each  of  the  dozen  signers  will  own  to  be  worthless.  How  are  they 
caught  ?  By  being  taken  in  detail,  and  each  told  what  the  rest 
are  going  to  do.  No  one  likes  to  be  the  one  to  refuse.  Here  is  a 
splendid  field  for  heroic  deeds  1 
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Go  to  Church. — There  is  no  substitute  for  the  preaching  of 
the  word,  as  the  effectual  and  ordinary  means  of  conversion  and 
Christian  confirmation.  No  one  who  expects  to  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous  can  simply  leave  this,  and  resort  to  meditations 
upon  the  divine  goodness  in  the  fields  and  woods,  or  to  the  quiet- 
ude of  his  own  spirit  at  home,  or  to  the  oracle  of  reason,  or  to  the 
Stinted  sermons  of  gifted  authors.  A  printed  sermon,  as  read  at 
ome,  may  be  better  written,  may  be  more  profound,  finished,  or 
spiritual,  but  the  fact  that  the  reading  of  sermons  in  private  by 
those  who  can  attend  church  is  not  in  the  divine  plan,  is  enough 
to  condemn  it  as  a  substitute. 

No  matter  who  preaches.  The  ambassador  whom  a  European 
sovereign  may  send  to  our  National  Capital  cannot  be  ignored  be- 
cause he  may  be  a  third-rate  or  a  tenth  late  statesman ;  if  he  have 
the  seal  of  his  royal  master  to  his  commission,  he  is  received,  and 
his  dispatches  considered.  And  so,  without  allowing  personal 
considerations  to  obtrude,  we  should  concern  ourselves  chiefly 
with  the  overtures  which  our  Divine  Sovereign  makes  to  us,  un- 
der His  own  seal,  sending  by  whom  He  will. 

For  those  physically  able  to  attend  church,  but  spiritually  lan- 
guid, and  in  practice  irregular  or  neglectful,  we  say,  turn  over  a 
new  leaf.  Go  to  church.  You  will  find  a  providence  in  it,  for 
God's  word  and  providence  go  together.  What  a  providence  may 
do,  making  great  things  of  feeble  beginnings,  is  illustrated  by  a 
familiar  incident.  A  Scotch  innkeeper  resolved  that  no  minister 
should  ever  again  preach  or  pray  in  his  hearing.  One  Sunday, 
contrary  to  his  custom,  he  went  to  church  to  hear  the  music,  but 
declared  that  he  would  not  hear  anything  else.  The  music  ceased ; 
the  minister  said :  "  Let  us  pray,"  and  the  man  put  his  fingers  in 
his  ears.  The  prayer  over,  he  listened  again  to  the  singing,  but 
when  the  preacher  rose  to  begin  his  sermon,  he  closed  his  ears 
once  more. 

As  if  to  baffle  him  in  his  foolish  undertaking,  the  Lord  sent  a 
little  fly  to  alight  upon  his  face.  The  man  tried  to  blow  it  away, 
as  it  sat  upon  his  nese,  but  without  success.  Then  he  withdrew 
the  hand  that  closed  one  ear,  and  in  that  moment  heard  the  preach- 
er say,  "  He  that  bath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear."  Wonder- 
struck,  he  listened  further,  was  interested,  and  came  to  church 
again ;  next  time  to  hear  the  preaching.  He  became  a  regular 
attendant  and  a  hopeful  convert.— Our  Monthly,  for  November. 


"LIVE  IT  DOWN." 

It  may  be  a  strange  assertion  that  silence  is  sometimes  more 
eloquent  than  speech.  But  itis  true,  as  many  a  knavo  knows  who 
has  gnawed  for  years  at  the  good  character  of  others  with  detrac- 
tion's tooth.  The  rat,  that  roots  through  rotten  ratters,  works  to 
some  purpose  when  it  cuts  its  passage  through  to  the  flour-bags ; 
but  the  rat  that  would  persistently  try  to  burrow  a  hole  through 
an  iron  door— such  a  rat,  in  the  phrase  of  the  burnt-cork  Dutch- 
man, we  should  say  •*  wass  creazy  shure."  As  yet  we  have  to 
hear  of  such  foolish  members  among  the  inferior  rodents  ;  but  the 
superior  rodents,  or  two-legged  rats,  belonging  to  the  tribe  yclept 
Bunimists— these  are  the  craziest  rats  outside  of  Bedlam.  They 
will  gnaw,  and  gnaw,  knowing  well  that  their  gnawing  is  useless ; 
and  what  rouses  their  wrath  most  of  all  is  to  see  the  object  of 
their  "gnaw"  perfectly  silent.  This  thing  of  gnawing  at  the 
character  of  others  for  the  sake  of  injuring  them  is  the  very  acme 
of  meanness;  but  the  sure  safeguard  is  silence.  Let  the  detrac- 
tion or  slander  take  its  course:  livb  it  down,  and  you  will 
"  heap  coals  of  fire  on  your  enemy's  head  ;"  he  will  wince  more 
under  your  silent  contempt  than  if  you  put  a  poinard  through 
his  wretched  carcass.  Public  men,  whose  good  name  is  common 
property,  must  sometimes  refute  a  slander  publicly,  but  as  far  as 
the  generality  of  persons  are  concerned,  an  upright  Jife  is  the  best 
refutation  the  lying  slanderer  can  get.  Men  will  pause  to  admire 
the  virtue  of  the  silent  man ;  whereas,  getting  in  a  flurry  over 
the  matter  will  avail  nothing,  and  people  will  have  misgivings 
they  otherwise  might  never  think  of  entertaining.  When  slander 
stings,  the  world  will  admire  you  all  the  more  when  you  "  live  it 
down."  But  the  puling  slanderer  will  wish  you  a  thousand  things 
unsaid  :  the  tables  will  be  turned  on  him,  the  finger  of  scorn  will 
be  pointed  at  him,  or,  worse  still,  his  former  friends  will  freeze  him 
with  their  cold  reserve,  and  he  will  hide  his  head  with  shame — 
that  is,  if  a  spark  of  spirit  is  left  in  his  unmanly  breast.  This  is 
not  drawing  on  the  imagination,  nor  coloring  the  matter  too 
highly.  Everybody  knows  and  feels  instinctively  the  malice  that 
underlies  detraction.  The  detractor  himself  will  despise  a  man 
who  blackmails  or  belies  another ;  and  yet  he  will  manifest  this 
devilish  propensity  in  himself,  and  destroy  a  neighbor's  good 
name  in  the  most  polished  language  imaginable. — Irith  American 
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Try  It  i    National  Agriculturists 
_    Bee    Journal.       Sample     Free. 
months  on  trial,  10  cts.;  10  months  and  best! 
M  Book,  St.   Bible  Banner,    (also  Ultal 
traud,)  um«  terms.  Bee  Mngnzinc,  StSoV 
-^aad  Ohromo  of  Italian  Bees.  A  hWsefJL 
Free.   Agent*  Wanted.     IFHre  new  for  "rr 
t£*V  tofi.  A.  KINO,  14  Murray  St.,  New  York. 

TIIE  ATLANTIC   WHITE  LE1D 


Linseed  Oil  Company, 

Manufacturers  of 

Pure  White  Lead   Dry  and  in  Oil 

RED  LEAO  LITHARGE, 

Glass  Makers'  Red  Lead,  etc., 

ALSO, 

LINSEED     OIL, 

Raw,  Boiled,  and  Refined. 

ROBERT   COLGATE   &   CO. 

GENERAL  AGENTS, 

987  Pearl  Street,  New-York: 


&\m\KV%ti\m> 


TUOMA8  1>ENNY, 

PROFESSIONAL  NURSE, 

813  East  S2d  Street. 
Reference  bt  Pebhission.— Dr.  Wm.  I.  Baner, 
1.1  Kast  3-id  Street:  Dr.  Chas.  M.  Allln,  42  West  30th 
Street 


<tC  tn  till  Per  ^ayl  Agents  wanted!  All 
$y  III  4>ZU  classes  of  working  people,  of 
either  sex,  j  oung  or  old,  make  more  money  at  work 
for  us  In  their  spare  moments,  or  all  the  time,  than 
at  anything  else.  Particulars  free.  Address,  G. 
8T1NSON  3s  CO.,  Portland,  Maine. 
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SUPER    OARB.    SODA. 

No  others  are  equal  to  these  for  Cooking  Pur- 
poses.   Established  1846. 

11  Old  Slip.  JTew-  York 
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STEAMERS  SAIL  REGULARLY  FROM 

NBW-YOBK  and  GI.A8GOW 

Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  calling  at  Moville 
(Londonderry)  to  land  and  embark  passengers. 


Passengers  booked  at  through  rates  to  and  from 
any  seaport  or  railway  station  in  the  world. 


THE  ANCHOR  LINE  steamers  are  first-class  in 
every  respect. 

Built  expressly  for  p*«»enger  traffic,  aro  safe,  com 
fortable,  reliable,  splendidly  equipped,  and  in  their 
appointments  and  accommodations  are  not  excelled 
by  any  other  line  1 1 


Rates  of  Passage*  payable  in  Currency. 

From  New-York  to  Glasgow,  Liverpool,  London- 
derry, or  Queenstown,  Cnlifns,  $65  and  f  75 ;  Round 
Trip,  9180 :  Intermediate,  $83 ;  Steerage  $23. 

To  London,  Cabins,  $70  and  $80 :  Round  Trip, 
$140;  Intermediate,  $87;  Steerage,  $32. 

To  Hamburgh,  Havre,  Antwerp,  or  Rotterdam. 
Cabins,  (80  and  $90  ;  Round  Trip,  $160  ;  Intermedi- 
ate. «40:  Steerage,885. 

f#~  Children  one  to  twelvo  years,  half  fare.  In- 
fants under  one  year  rree. 

Company's  Offices : 

New- York  (.7  Bowling  Green, 
new-xorK,  >sl  Broadw„ 

HENDERSON  BROS.,  Agents. 


Association  Monthly. 

Address  Association  Monthly,  corner  Fourth  A  venue  and  23d  Street,  New-  York  City. 
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NEW  BUILDING   OF  THE  BALTIMORE   {MB.)  ASSOCIATION. 


The  lot  being  triangular,  the  building  assumes  the  same  shape. 
The  length  on  Charles-street  is  126  feet,  and  on  Saratoga  178, 
giving  an  area  of  8840  square  feet.  The  building  will  be  four 
stories  high,  covered  by  a  French  roof.  The  style  of  architecture 
Romanesque,  modified  by  the  Italian  or  Venetian.  At  the  apex 
on  Charles  and  Saratoga  is  an  octagon  turret  or  bay,  19  feet  in 
diameter ;  at  the  west  end  on  Saratoga  a  smaller  stair-garret  ; 
and  at  the  main  entrance  on  Charles,  a  portico  with  bay  projec 
tion.  The  materials  of  which  it  is  to  be  built  are  fine  pressed- 
brick,  with  Ohio  freestone  dressings,  facings,  sills  and  band-cross- 
ings. The  basement  is  appropriated  to  store-cellars,  kitchen, 
heating  apparatus,  and  a  large  nine-pin  alley  for  the  use  of  the 
members. 

On  the  ground  floor  are  Ave  stores  and  the  stairways  to  the 
upper  floor ;  the  central  store  on  Saratoga  will  be  used  as  a  tea 
and  refrt shment  room,  in  connection  with  the  Association. 

On  the  principal  floor,  at  the  apex  on  Charles  and  Saratoga,  is  a 
conversational  or  reception  room  with  bay  windows  in  the  tur- 
ret ;  next  to  this  on  Charles  is  the  Secretary's  room,  and  adjoining 
this  the  business-room  of  the  Executive  Committee ;  to  the  right 


of  this,  extending  to  the  north  wall  on  Charles,  is  the  reading 
rx>m,  86x41  feet. 

Back  of  this,  and  facing  Saratoga,  is  the  main  lecture  or  audi- 
ence hall,  61x80  feet,  and  48  feet  high,  arranged  with  two  tiers 
of  galleries,  and  accommodating  about  1100  persons.  This  is  the 
grand  hall  for  lectures,  concerts,  and  great  occasions.  On  the 
second  floor,  or  third  from  the  ground,  there  are  three  fine  class- 
rooms, one  with  bay  windows  in  the  turret ;  on  this  floor,  and 
facing  Charles-street,  is  the  library,  forty-one  by  forty-five  feet, 
with  alcoves,  capable  of  accommodating  about  16,000  or  18,000 
volumes. 

On  the  last  floor  at  the  apex  is  a  small  lyceum  or  lecture-room  ; 
and  on  Charles-street  two  large  rooms  for  the  gymnasium. 
Throughout  the  building  and  on  each  floor,  conveniently  arranged, 
are  cloak-rooms,  wash-rooms,  and  all  the  required  conveniences. 
The  whole  building  Is  to  be  heated  by  steam  and  hot  water. 
This  description,  meagre  as  it  is,  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  our  citi- 
zens that  we  are  to  have  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
building  which  will  be  an  honor  and  ornament  to  our  city  ;  and 
we  hope  an  agency  of  immense  good.— Good  New». 
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A  CHRISTMAS  HYMN. 

BY  MISS  M.  B.  SLEIGHT. 

O  xbrry  bells  of  Christmas, 

Ring  out  your  silver  chimes, 
The  Christmas  story  telling 

Throughout  all  lands  and  climes. 
The  glad  song  of  the  angels 

Repeating  o'er  again, 
Of  "  glory  in  the  highest, 

Peace  and  good-will  to  men. 

0  Christmas-time  of  gladness,  . 

Amid  thy  sacred  mirth 
May  envy,  hate,  and  malice 

Be  banished  from  the  earth ; 
For  ne'er  shall  Christmas  carol 

In  perfect  measure  sound 
Till  truth  and  love  and  mercy 

In  every  heart  abound. 

0  Christinas  Star,  the  golden, 

Forever  may  thy  light, 
The  reflex  of  Christ's  glory, 

Illume  the  world's  dark  night. 
0  golden  Star  of  ages, 

tthed  wide  thy  steadfast  ray. 
And  herald  to  all  nations 

The  glad  millennial  day. 

—National  Sunday-School  Teacher. 


OUR   YOUNG  MEN. 

BY  BEY.  3.  O.  C.  CLABK. 

The  Cincinnati  Timet  and  Chronicle  furnishes  the  following 
report  of  a  most  important  and  forcible  sermon,  pr  eached  at  Mt. 
Auburn,  the  second  Sunday  in  November,  the  day  of  prayer: 

"  Behold  a  man  with  a  measuring  line  In  his  hand.  Then  said  I,  Whlthei 
goest  thou  T  And  he  said  onto  me,  To  measure  Jerusalem,  to  see  what  Is  the 
Breadth  thereof,  and  what  is  the  length  thereof. 

'■  And,  behold,  the  angel  that  talked  with  me  went  forth,  and  another  angel 
went  out  to  meet  him  and  said  onto  him,  Ban  Jspeak  to  this  young  man ,  saying, 
Jerusalem,  shall  be  inhabited  as  towns  without  walla  for  the  multitude 
of  men  and  cattle  therein. 

"  For  I,  salth  the  Lord,  win  be  onto  her  a  wall  of  fire  round  about,  and  will 
be  the  glory  in  the  midst  of  her."— Zich.  % :  1-8. 

"  Young  men  all  about  us  are  taking  the  measure  of  the 
Church.  They  are  asking, '  How  big  is  it  t  and  what  does  it  offer 
In  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  world  V 

"  The  young  man  wants  to  know  if  there  is  a  place  for  him  in 
the  city  of  God,  and  he  does  not  look  for  a  place  to  stand  in  the 
street,  nor  lounge  on  the  comers,  nor  hang  around  back  doors,  nor 
slink  away  to  a  den  in  an  alley.  He  wants  to  know  if  there  is 
room  for  him  to  stand  asa  man,  to  have  a  home  where  he  may  be 
free,  and  where  the  best  natural  joys  of  life  may  gather  about 
him.  And  the  voice  of  God  bids  angelic  words  run  after  the 
young  man  and  tell  him  that  God  is  in  the  Church,  glory  is  in  it, 
honor  is  in  it,  happiness  is  in  it,  and  there  is  a  place  for  every  one 
in  it.  No  walls  or  gates  shut  out  any  soul  that  seeks  in  it  a  place 
fcr  manly  work,  or  even  in  humility  asks  only  a  shelter. 

"  In  God's  book  divine  messages  come  from  the  lips  of  angels 
but  they  may  be  caught  up  and  echoed  by  men.  Is  there  any 
thing  grander  in  life  than  to  imitate  God  T  Is  there  better  em- 
ployment for  our  lips  than  in  repeating  the  messages  of  God's 
mercy  and  love? 

"  Who  of  us,  then,  shall  run  and  speak  to  the  young  men  with 
words  of  love  and  wisdom,  to  do  them  good  ?  And  what  shall 
we  say? 

"I.  Let  utflrtt  look  at  the  young  man. 

"He  is  human.  He  has  a  mind  and  powers  that  wiU  be  buty. 
He  has  a  nature  as  full  of  wants  as  his  lungs  are  of  breath.  He 
has  nerves  that  tingle,  and  fancies  that  bear  him  up  with  strong 
hopes. 

"  He  is  no  longer  a  boy.  The  sports  of  boyhood  can  never 
again  satisfy  him.  The  work  of  manhood  has  begun  for  him,  and 
he  likes  it. 

"  In  some  respects  he  is  as  much  of  a  boy  as  he  ever  was,  for 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  man  nature  in  boys.  He  loves  amusement , 
but  he  wants  new  kinds.    He  wants  his  time  all  occupied. 

"  An  old  man  can  sit  still  and  be  content ;  but  it  is  folly  to  ex- 
pect this  of  young  men,  and  it  would  be  cruelty  to  compel  it. 


Stillness  for  young  men  during  sixteen  hours  out  of  twenty-four 
has  not  entered  into  God's  plan.  In  other  respects  he  is  as  much 
of  a  man  as  he  ever  will  be.  His  mind  anatomically  is  finished. 
He  will  have  more  facts  by  and  by,  and  m<  >re  experience,  and  then 
his  judgment  will  be  better,  and  his  tastes  will  change  ;  bat  he 
is  sharper  and  brighter  than  he  will  ever  be  again.  The  only 
pity  is  that  he  is  so  conscious  of  what  he  knows,  that  he  does  not 
readily  perceive  that  others  know  something  too;  but  in  this  he 
is  like  some  older  people. 

"  What  he  wants,  he  wants  very  much,  and  he  wants  it  note, 
and  wants  it  alive.  It  is  very  evident  that  such  a  being  is  not  to 
be  driven  far,  but  he  will  follow,  on  the  run,  any  one  who  leads 
him  where  his  nature  can  be  satisfied.  And  this  being  is  not 
satisfied.  He  is  uneasy.  He  is  hunting  for  something.  And  he 
does  not  know  what  he  wants.  We  all  know  what  we  like 
when  we  get  it,  but  we  do  not  know  without  experience  or  delib- 
eration what  we  want,  any  more  than  we  can  tell  what  inven- 
tions will  come  hereafter  to  help  men. 

"  But  this  young  man  has  his  ideas.  He  has  his  will  and  his 
tastes,  and  he  will  not  change  them  till  he  sees  a  way  to  some- 
thing better.  Of  course  his  nature  shows  itself  differently  in  dif- 
ferent young  men.  But  they  are  all  unsatisfied.  When  business 
is  over,  and  perhaps  before,  one  is  away  to  one  amusement,  and 
another  to  another.  And  some  of  these  amusements  are  good, 
and  some  are  not.  With  all  the  intensity  of  its  pursuits,  and 
all  the  money  lavished  on  it,  there  is  nothing  for  which  we  have 
so  poor  provision  as  rational  amusement  for  poor  young  men,  for 
friendless  young  men,  for  yonng  men  without  pleasant  homes. 
The  provision  that  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century 
makes  for  their  leisure  hours  is  the  street  comer,  the  bar-room, 
the  billiard-room,  with  a  bar  attached,  and  the  theatre,  with  other 
temptations  yet  lower  and  more  ruinous.  If  one  does  not  want 
these  he  can  loaf.  Fortunate  are  they  who  have  friends  with 
whom  they  are  welcome,  whose  influence  is  pure  and  wise.  But 
purity  and  wisdom  are  not  always  found  in  fine  houses  and  good 
dress. 

"  If  one  is  studious  he  can  read ;  but  reading  is  not  always  easy 
after  work,  and  parents  are  not  so  perfect  that  they  have  succeed- 
ed in  persuading  their  sons  to  read  all  the  time,  though  many 
have  nourished  a  taste  for  cheap  novels. 

"  Fortunate  are  they  who  have  wise  parents  or  wise  friends. 
Happier  still  they  who,  without  experience,  have  as  much  wisdom 
and  as  good  habits  as  some  older  persons  might  wish  them  to 
have,  if  they  cared  whether  the  young  man  is  saved  or  lost. 

"  There  is  an  age  when  the  boy's  home  ceases  to  be  pleasant  to 
the  young  man ;  bat  he  is  too  young  to  make  a  home  for  himself. 
It  is  an  age  when  parents  often  think  that  their  duty  of  providing 
attractions  has  ceased.  Or,  if  parents  want  to  keep  their  children 
at  home,  they  are  utterly  incompetent  to  do  it  by  making  it  at- 
tractive ;  and  certainly  scold'ng  will  never  do  it.  It  is  the  age 
when  sisters  are  likely  to  leave  the  home,  or  become  better  com 
pany  to  every  one  else  than  to  their  brothers. 

"  And  so  many  young  men,  because  they  have  intelligence  and 
spirit,  crush  their  hats  on  their  heads  and  rush  out  anywhere, 
so  that  it  be  into  air  or  company,  in  sheer  desperation. 

"And  does  he  rush  to  some  religious  friend?  Pray,  what 
should  make  him  ?  What  does  any  Christian  do  for  him,  to  show 
a  care  what  becomes  of  him,  or  whether  he  is  happy  or  wretched  ? 
All  that  he  sees  of  religion  seems  to  scowl  at  him.  Naturally  ha 
believes  that  religion  is  the  relentless  enemy  of  his  happiness  ; 
that  it  wants  him  to  work  all  the  time,  give  away  everything, 
mortify  the  flesh,  be  solemn,  and  preach.  And  who  tells  him 
anything  different  ?  Who  cares  whether  he  gets  any  better  idem 
of  religion? 

"  Blessed  is  he  who  in  this  time  is  kept  by  God's  grace,  so  that 
even  the  last  holy  words  of  a  sainted  mother,  or  the  lessons  of  the 
Sunday-school  are  not  forgotten. 

**  I  say,  the  yonng  man  age  is  an  age  of  emptiness  and  des- 
olation, because  the  mind  is  so  grasping  for  what  it  cannot  clutou, 
and  the  heart  so  big  and  unfilled.  And  it  is  only  ignorance  of 
human  nature  that  supposes  the  young  man  is  satisfied  with  the 
frivolities  that  entrap  him.  And  it  is  insult  and  cruelty  to  tell 
him  that  these  are  all  he  is  fit  for,  or  to  act  to  him  as  if  it  were  so. 
But  he  will  not  seek  his  satisfaction  in  religion.  He  is  more  than 
half  persuaded  that  it  is  the  constraint  imposed  by  religion  that 
make-  him  so  uncomfortable.  What  little  he  feels  of  religion  is 
an  annoyance.  We  know  that  he  needs  religion.  We  know  that 
in  the  Church  he  will  be  happier  and  wiser.  Be  will  be  satisfied. 
But  he  not  only  does  not  know  this,  but  he  is  strongly  persuaded 
againtt  it  And  he  is  not  likely  to  put  himself  in  the  way  of 
learning  differently.  Many  are  all  the  time  so  afraid  that  their 
conscience,  or,  as  they  say,  weir  fear,  will  drive  them  into  religion, 
that  they  do  not  dare  to  go  to  church,  and  are  very  uneasy  in  Chris- 
tian company. 

"  It  is  useless  to  expect  these  young  men  to  come  of  themselves 
to  the  church  doors  and  amaze  us  by  proposing  to  join.  We  all 
hold  that  God's  Spirit  must  seek  them,  but  the  day  is  almost 
passed  for  supposing  that  this  means  that  God  will  convert  them 
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independently  of  the  word  of  truth.  No  one  anywhere  is  convert- 
ed except  after  instructive  and  persuasive  influences.  None  of  us 
weie.  God  himself  says,  by  the  man  most  gifted  with  direct  rev- 
elations, 'How  shall  they  believe  in  Him  of  whom  they  have  not 
heard  r  (Rom.  10:  14.) 

"  No  soul  not  yet  a  Christian  has  so  much  knowledge  as  to  ab- 
solve Christians  from  care  for  his  soul.  Practically  we  may  say 
that,  however  much  a  person  may  know  of  theology,  he  knows 
little  of  human  nature  if  he  expects  that  the  world,  or  any  part  of 
it,  is  going  to  be  converted  to  Christ  except  where  the  gospel  is 
preached  in  the  ears  and  hearts  of  those  who  need  it. 

"  Not  long  ago  we  used  to  study  in  the  schools  what  we  callod 
science.  Then  came  science  applied  to  tho  arts.  Now  we  can 
only  stndy  science  to  get  facts  for  use.  So  we  used  to  make  re- 
ligion a  system  of  metaphysics,  and  called  it  theology.  But  we 
are  learning  that  Christianity  is  theology  applied  to  life,  or  relig- 
ion alive.  And  now,  without  having  less  theology,  we  want  more 
Christianity. 

"  These  young  men  want  a  good  many  things,  and  for  lack  of 
them  they  are  getting  what  is  not  good  far  them.  They  are  pass- 
ing the  age  at  which  men  generally  receive  religion  into  their 
hearts.  It  is  one  of  the  best  established  facts  that  almost  the  whole 
body  ofcburch-members  are  converted  under  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  This  fact  shows  many  things.  It  shows  that  although 
there  is  so  much  in  the  world  to  attract  youog  people,  there  is  in 
religion  something  so  much  better  that  multitudes  will  grasp  it 
if  they  have  half  a  chance.  It  shows  that  young  men  have  deep, 
earnest  religious  wants.  It  shows  that  when  the  cares  of  a  fam- 
ily come,  or  bad  associates  are  taken,  or  bad  habits  formed,  relig- 
ion has  less  way  to  approach  the  heart.  And  I  think  it  shows, 
too,  that  Christians  do  not  try  to  do  anything  for  middle-aged 
men,  unless  they  come  to  church  of  their  own  accord ;  and  the 
young  are  converted  because,  in  their  thirst  for  company  and  ex- 
citement, they  thrust  themselves  into  some  circles  of  religious  in- 
fluence. 

•'  And  now  It  is  one  of  the  facts  that  are  to  be  seen  with  grief 
and  shame,  that  there  are  so  few  young  men  in  our  churches. 
Every  five  years  a  new  set  of  young  men  have  passed  through 
the  age  of  yearning  and  tenderness  into  the  age  of  hardness  and 
indifference,  where  they  will  stay  till,  by  and  by,  too  late,  they  re- 
member and  wail  in  the  agonies  of  sickness. 

"  Whose  fault  is  it?  Who,  with  impious  daring,  will  charge 
it  on  God  ?  Who  will  not  rather  say  that,  if  His  Spirit  is  grieved, 
it  is  not  alone  with  the  young  men,  but  with  some  good  people? 

"The  scantiness  of  the  fruit  of  these  five  years  is  silent  witness 
to  the  despair  of  many  a  glowing  heart  fallen  from  high  hope. 
It  tells  of  a  fearful  amount  of  desolation  in  yearning  souls. 

"  Meanwhile  the  devil  is  busy.    His  servants  are  shrewd  and 
busy.    They  are  open-handed.    They  are  cordial.    They  are  sharp 
.  to  persuade  the  young  man  that  his  friends  ore  the  jovial  people 
of  the  world. 

"  They  go  with  gensrous  fellowship  and  invite  the  young  man 
where  they  want  him.  They  know  what  are  the  worse  fires  that 
are  smouldering  in  him,  and  how  to  kindle  them.  And  they 
give  the  young  man  work  and  sport,  when  he  will  have  some- 
thing, good  or  bad.  There  ore  a  great  many  of  these  young  men 
in  our  city.  Any  live  heart,  not  asleep,  that  passes  around  our 
streets  in  evening  dusk,  must  ache  to  see  how  many  are  loafing 
in  idleness  and  bad  company,  and  how  many  bar-rooms  and  other 
traps  of  hell  stand  open.  And  if  a  young  man  without  a  disciplined 
mind,  without  definite  aims,  without  experience,  without  mother, 
or  Bisters,  or  Christian  friends,  without  much  of  anything 
except  a  kind  heart,  and  earnest  longings,  and  good  inten- 
tions— if  such  a  ono  desires  to  save  himself  from  sin,  and  find 
happiness  in  religion,  pray  tell  me  how  much  is  there  in  this  city 
to  help  him  ? 

"  So  we  see  the  young  man  measuring  the  Church.  He  thinks 
he  con  do  it.  He  bas  little  idea  that  there  is  much  of  it.  Do  we 
not  also  hear  a  divine  vcioe  saying:  'Run  1  speak  to  that  young 
man'  ?  Do  you  ask  what  we  shall  speak  to  him  for,  and  what 
shall  we  say? 

"II.  Speak  to  Mm. 

"  It  is  a  great  deal  to  speak  sometimes.  When  one  is  lonely 
or  despondent,  a  mere  word  that  shows  that  some  one  recognizes 
his  manhood  and  cares  a  trifle  for  him  is  worth  something.  But 
speak  as  a  Christian  to  him.  That  does  not  mean  preach  to  him ; 
but  speak  to  him  in  such  a  way  that  his  gratitude  shall  go  to 
Christ ;  so  that  he  shall  be  glad  that  you  are  a  Christian,  be- 
cause that  make?  you  interested  in  him. 

"  You  cannot  do  your  duty  to  the  young  men  by  silence.  Tou 
might  as  well  expect  to  move  a  house  by  the  force  of  an  argument 
as  a  young  man  by  mere  correct  living. 

"  It  is  no  voice  of  God  that  tells  us  that  we  can  do  our  duty 
by  tttent  daily  living.  Suppose  you  pass  a  young  man  daily  with 
your  correct  example,  what  does  he  see  ?  He  Bees  you  walk,  but 
that  teaches  him  nothing  moral. 

"  He  does  not  hear  you  swear,  or  lie — perhaps  not  even  say  8 


foolish  thing — but  that  teaches  him  nothing.    Can  you  move  a 
stone  up  hill  by  not  rolling  it  down  1 

"  What  the  young  man  sees  is  that  no  one  turns  a  hand  over 
for  him  ;  that  no  one  speaks  to  him  ot  what  he  wants  and  others 
have,  and  he  has  not.  He  thinks  religion  is  love  for  his  soul,  but 
he  sees  none  of  it. 

"  If  the  world  is  to  be  taught  of  Jesus,  in  some  way  the  Christi- 
anity of  Christians  must  be  brought  in  contact  with  the  hearts  of 
the  world,  and  mainly  with  the  hearts  of  young  people. 

"  All  this  speaking  means.  Dots  it  ever  occur  to  you  to  speak 
to  him  because  he  is  a  young  man  and  you  are  a  Christian  ?  How 
many  Christian  homes  in  this  city  are  made  homelike  to  any 
young  men  because  they  are  young  men  and  need  Christian  home 
influences,? 

"  You  can  do  a  great  deal  to  save  young  men  from  vice,  by 
making  them  welcome  to  your  home,  and  happy  in  it.  And  it  is 
Christ's  home.  He  gave  it  to  you ;  He  furnished  it,  and  I  think 
He  had  in  His  eye  some  outside  of  your  family. 

"  I  take  it  that  Christianity  is  simply  the  highest  style  of  hu- 
manity or  life.  It  bids  you  speak  to  the  young  man  as  a  man,  as 
a  brother,  as  a  soul.  Difference  in  age  will  hold  him  back  from 
you ;  but  Christianity  ought  to  break  down  the  barrier  from  your 
side,  and  put  your  hand  in  his,  and  lead  him  out  of  the  street. 

"  There  is  work  for  women  here.  Ladies  and  girls  have  not 
the  same  temptations  as  men.  They  cannot  get  into  the  tame 
ways  if  they  want  to,  and  they  don't  want  to.  Many  of  these 
young  men  would  be  saved  by  the  influence  of  holy  women. 
But  they  have  no  sisters,  or  their  home  is  broken  up ;  and  some- 
times young  men  get  good  influences  by  exchanging  sisters. 

"  And  yet  Christians  seem  to  act  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in 
the  ambition  and  the  expensiveness,  which  say  to  every  young 
man :  '  Hold  off  I  You  cannot  have  a  home  unless  you  are  rich.' 
And  Christian  maidens  make  terrible  mistakes,  and  drive  off 
young  men  in  the  very  best  of  their  years  into  the  foulness  and 
desolateness  of  temptations.  No  wonder  that  many  are  wrecked. 
No  wonder  that  when,  at  last,  the  maiden  takes  her  husband,  if 
she  gets  money,  she  gets  little  else. 

"  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  in  this  city  there  is  nothing 
like  the  number  of  Christian  homes  that  is  normal  and  average, 
as  compared  with  the  whole  country,  and  therefore  there  is  a  call 
for  double  duty. 

"  Bat  there  is  a  call  for  something  more  than  this  sort  of  speak- 
ing. 

"  There  is  something  to  be  done  before  running  to  speak  to  the 
young  man. 

"  Tliere  is  a  large  amount  of  common  sense  to  be  applied  to  the 
matter.  We  must  learn  to  do  the  Lord's  business  on  business 
principles,  but  not  those  of  selfishness.  We  must  do  it  with 
planning,  with  attention,  with  courage,  with  persistency,  and  add 
to  all  these  liberality  and  humanity. 

"  The  first  thing  is  to  believe  yourself  that  you  have  something 
to  say.  We  want  to  take  into  our  thoughts  as  a  fact  that  Chris- 
tianity has  something  to  do  with  the  young  man. 

"  Then  we  want  to  take  him  in  bodily  into  our  hearts — take 
him  in  with  all  his  faults,  and  not  because  we  can  make  some- 
thing out  of  him,  but  because  we  can  give  him  something.  Take 
him  because  he  is  a  young  man,  and  as  such  we  love  him. 

"  The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  take  him  out  of  the  streets,  and 
keep  him  out  of  the  bar-rooms.  But  it  cannot  be  done  without 
providing  a  better  place  for  him  to  go.  Let  not  religion  offer  him 
only  duty  and  work,  and  tell  him  to  hew  his  own  way.  Let  us 
show  him  that  there  is  something  in  Christianity  that  takes  him 
in  as  he  is  now,  with  all  his  unformed  plans  and  half-finished 
ideas,  and  his  love  of  fun  and  independence.  Let  us  show  that 
Christianity  has  a  big  heart  even  toward  Mm. 

"Let  Christianity  offer  him  society,  joys, help,  guidance,  educa- 
tion. 

"  Christianity  lies  at  the  basis  of  all  education,  but  seems  to  be 
satisfied  with  working  at  the  bottom  in  the  schools,  and  at  the 
top  in  the  Church.  We  need  to  do  some  work  between  these,  yet 
we  are  neglecting  the  most  important  point,  the  very  point  where 
there  can  be  the  most  immediately  valuable  gains — must  do  a 
family  work ;  must  do  a  daily  life  work  ;  must  have  special  agen- 
cies. 

"  For  children  we  have  the  Sabbath-school,  an  invention  not 
commanded,  but  wonderfully  blessed  by  God.  Why  should  we 
care  so  much  for  the  childr  n,  yet  at  the  age  for  the  harvest 
abandon  them  because  some  little  change  of  treatment  is  needed  ? 
..  "Must  we  confess  ourselves  shamefully  Impotent  to  do  what 
without  which  all  that  has  bean  done  for  the  child  is  fruitless  ? 
Must  we  tamely  confine  ourselves  to  lamenting,  when  less  ex- 
penditure of  time,  labor,  money,  and  zeal  than  we  give  to  the 
Sunday-school  will,  if  expended  with  equal  wisdom  and  enthusi- 
asm on  the  young  men,  produce  lorgor  results  ? 

"  We  may  differ  in  opinion  us  to  what  these  agencies  must  be, 
and  how  they  should  operate ;  but  lot  us  have  something,  ntteinpt 
something,  desire  eojiethin^'  1    Wo  have  churchos.    Let  them 
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pursue  young  men  with  zeal  and  love,  and  minister  to  them. 
Hero  and  there  in  our  cities  we  hare  Associations  for  young  men, 
doing  sometimes  a  great  deal,  yet  fearfully  inefficient  in  view  of 
the  great  needs.  We  have  one  amid  many  churches,  where  they 
should  be  as  many  as  the  churches. 

"  Let  us  give  these  Associations  and  their  workers  our  love  and 
help.  Let  us  pray  that  they  may  have  wisdom  and  grace.  Let 
us  desire  that  they  may  minister  to  the  churches,  and  let  us  se- 
cure this  by  so  embracing  them  that  they  shall  be  seen  to  have  one 
life,  and  each  shall  minister  to  the  other  I 

"  When  we  have  such  readiness,  run,  speak  to  that  young  man. 
Tell  him  he  is  loved.  Tell  him  there  is  safety  only  in  religion, 
and  that  God's  glory  is  in  the  Church.  Tell  it  to  him  so  that  he 
will  believe  it. 

"  Tell  him  to  come  and  share  the  glory  and  the  joy ;  but  that  if 
he  will  not  come  directly  to  the  heart  of  Christ,  invite  him  to 
come  and  be  cheered,  and  to  take  a  better  resort  than  the  street, 
and  the  bar-room,  and  the  theatre,  and  to  take  all  he  likes  of  the 
genial,  generous,  educating  influence  of  Christianity. 

"  I  believe  there  is  a  large  number  of  young  men  who  think 
well  of  religion,  and  would  hall  such  a  sympathy  with  joy. 

"  But  as  we  are  now  working  we  do  them  little  good.  If  they 
take  a  good  impression  on  the  Sabbath,  it  has  little  chance  for 
long  lite  in  the  week  of  temptations  and  loneliness,  when  all 
evidences  of  the  existence  of  religion,  except  the  meeting-houses, 
are  out  of  sight. 

"  Suppose  we  do  nothing  for  ten  years  more.  Two  sets  of  young 
men  pass  through  the  critical  age.  Ten  years  pass  over  our  men 
in  our  churches,  and  no  young  men  are  added.  There  will  be 
poverty  here,  leanness  here,  desolation  here. 

"  But  what  of  the  young  men  t  What  of  their  characters,  their 
habits  ?  What  of  their  soul  ?  Our  text  gives  us  God's  word  that 
the  Church  will  spread  beyond  all  bounds  and  be  full  of  glory ; 
but,  mark  you,  with  the  promise  goes  the  order, '  Run,  speak  to 
that  young  man.'  The  promise  is  to  him.  You  would  not  have 
had  it  if  it  had  not  been  spoken  for  Aim.  Go  to  him,  then,  put 
your  heart  to  his,  and  with  all  possible  tenderness  say  to  him, 
Come  with  us,  and  we  will  do  you  good ;  for  the  Lord  hath 
spoken  good  concerning  Israel.' " 


GERMAN    LITERATURE  IN    THE  LIBRA- 
RIES AND  READING-ROOMS  OF  OUR 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

BY  F.  W.  BOLLS,  JR. 

None  of  the  readers  of  Tna  Association  Monthly,  I  suppose, 
will  doubt  the  importance  of  either  gaining  German  young  men 
for  our  Associations,  or,  what  would  be  better,  to  help  them  to 
found  their  own  Associations.  The  National  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  Convention  at  Indianapolis,  in  June,  1870,  dis- 
cussed this  topic  earnestly  and  elaborately.  It  was  there  acknowl- 
edged that  the  aim  of  our  Associations  should  be  to  induce  the 
Germans  to  join  our  own  societies. 

How  can  we  bett  do  thist  I  wish  to  point  out  one  of  the  most 
important,  if  not  the  principal  inducement  we  can  offer  to  the 
Germans ;  that  is,  German  Literature.  I  venture  to  say  that  the 
German  is  drawn  even  more  than  the  American  by  libraries  and 
reading-rooms.  The  German,  especially  the  day-laborer,  in  his 
old  Fatherland,  is  accustomed  hardly  ever  to  buy  a  newspaper  ;  he, 
for  the  greater  part  of  his  reading,  depends  upon  certain  public 
reading-rooms.  In  Germany  these  reading-rooms  are  almost 
always  in  saloons  and  coffee-houses,  where  he  every  evening 
quietly  enjoys  his  beer  and  reads  the  papers.  Coming  to  this 
country  without  knowing  any  English,  he  is  obliged,  if  he  wants 
to  read,  to  pay ;  therefore  the  greater  part  of  the  lower  German 
classes  in  this  country  read  nothing,  or,  if  they  do  read  at  all,  they 
read  that  which  strengthens  them  in  their  indifference  to  Chris- 
tianity. Under  these  circumstances,  a  reading-room,  containing 
judiciously  selected  German  papers,  would  be  a  real  blessing  to 
such  a  German  young  (or  old)  man;  but  everything  which  he  sees 
in  our  reading-rooms  is  English,  and  therefore  of  no  use  to  him. 
I,  for  one,  believe  every  Association  owning  a  reading-room 
should  furnish  the  same  with  a  few  German  papers,  well  selected 
by  some  German  who  understands  the  business. 

But  let  us  take  a  glance  at  our  libraries.  With  a  few  excep- 
tions, there  is  not  a  single  Association  library  in  this  country  that 
has  a  German  book  in  its  alcoves.  Now,  of  course,  we  cannot  ex- 
pect the  library  to  have  in  proportion  as  many  German  attrac- 
tions as  the  reading-room  ;  yet,  among  the  publications  of  Ger- 
many, there  are  many  works  which  should  be  in  every  library,  es 
pecially  in  an  Association  library.  These  books  are  too  numerous  to 


men  ti  oil  Suggestions  as  to  their  selection  I  am  very  willing  to  give, 
from  New-York,  but,  above  all,  I  wish  that  the  interests  of  our  As> 
tociations  be  wakened  for  the  Germans  which  now  belong  to  no 
-odety.  A  few  points  only  have  been  referred  to  here,  but  if  they  are 
followed  great  blessings  may  be  expected,  and  our  Associations 
will  become  more  and  more  willing  to  work  in  this  part  of  Chris- 
tian labor. 


OUT-DOOR  ASSOCIATION  WQRK  IN  SMALL 
TOWNS. 

We  recently  considered  the  in-door  work  of  an  Association,  and 
sketched  some  phases  of  it,  but  the  subject  is  not  exhausted ;  there 
are  other  plans  that  might  be  referred  to,  but,  in  a  word,  be  care- 
ful to  organize  and  carry  on  such  work  as  may  be  brought  to  bear 
on  young  men.  In  the  out-door  work  of  an  Association  the  same 
rule  may  be  applied.  Let  the  brethren  at  the  head  of  the  society 
think  over  this  matter,  and,  by  conference  and  prayer,  decide  what 
specific  work  for  the  salvation  of  young  men  they  can  beat  take  up. 
In  every  locality  the  appliances  may  vary — the  field  is  the  same— 
and  judgment  and  tact  are  necessary  to  select  the  best  and  most 
available  mode  of  operation.  The  Independent  recently  said: 
"  The  weakness  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  is  scat- 
teration."  And  there  is  some  truth  in  this  remark,  for  many  Asso- 
ciations have  attempted  too  much,  and  have  spread  out  so  thin 
that  they  have  failed  to  cover  any  part  of  the  field  sufficiently.  In 
selecting  the  work  to  do,  consider  both  the  work  and  the  means 
you  have  to  do  it  with,  and  act  accordingly.  If  there  is  some  pe- 
culiar danger  to  young  men  in  your  town,  agitate  for  its  removal, 
enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  churches  and  pastors  by  a  direct  cru- 
sade against  it.  If  your  Association  is  in  some  port  where  vessels 
congregate  or  lumbermen  gather  ai  certain  seasons  of  the  year, 
here  you  have  a  very  inviting  field  for  Bible-reading,  tract  distri- 
bution, Bethel  services,  or  wharf  meetings :  and,  in  many  instances, 
marked  and  direct  results  have  followed  the  labors  of  brethren  in 
these  lines  of  duty,  and,  as  arule,  such  services  are  gratefully  re- 
ceived. Should  your  lot  be  cast  in  some  inland  town,  say  a  county 
town,  there  are  public  institutions  open  to  your  ministrations,  and 
in  them  there  is  a  field  where  young  men  can  do  a  noble  work, 
and  if  there  should  be  manufactories  in  the  place,  many  plans  to 
reach  the  young  men  working  in  them  may  be  carried  out.  The 
great  secret  of  success  is,  adapting  yourself  to  the  field  of  labor, 
and  using  your  talents  in  their  right  places. 

Cottage  prayer-meetings  are  another  form  of  Association  work 
richly  blessed  to  those  who  work  in  them,  and  by  means  of  which 
many  souls  are  converted ;  and  in  many  of  our  towns  there  are  outly- 
ing neighborhoods  where  such  meetings  can  be  made  very  useful — 
make  them  union  prayer-meetings — make  them  free  and  conversa- 
tional—encourage the  young  men  to  take  part  in  them,  let  all  the 
exercises  be  brief,  vary  the  order  of  proceedings,  cultivate  the 
spirit  of  song,  don't  read  over  the  hymn*  when  all  have  books,  rise 
and  sing  at  once,  read  short  chapters,  avoid  long  exhortations, 
make  it  a  rule  to  occupy  but  one  hour  in  the  public  exercises;  you 
can  spend  some  time  before  and  after  them  in  personal  appeal  or 
counsel. 

A  youth's  meeting,  for  lads  from  twelve  to  sixteen,  might  be 
organized,  at  which  readings,  brief  addresses,  chemical  experi- 
ments, and  other  interesting  proceedings,  not  strictly  religious  in 
their  character,  might  be  carried  on,  and  a  good  influence  exerted 
upon  a  class  not  often  cared  for  in  that  way  in  our  towns.  By 
these  and  other  plans  that  will  suggest  {hemselves  to  thoughtful 
Christian  men,  the  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
can  be,  and  is,  successfully  carried  on  in  towns  ;  and  in  closing 
these  suggestions  let  me  say  to  brethren  who  are  already  engaged 
in  such  work,  or  are  about  forming  an  Association,  make  your 
plans  as  simple  and  practical  as  you  possibly  can.  Strive  to  meet 
the  real  neads  of  your  town,  of  the  young  men  about  you ;  be  care- 
ful not  to  conflict  with  other  efforts  for  doing  good  already  in  op- 
eration. Consecrate  yourself  to  the  work,  carry  it  upon  your 
hearts,  be  humble  and  yet  abounding  in  hope,  "have  faith  in  God." 
As  the  young  men  who  feared  God  in  Babylon  united  in  prayer  to 
TTlm  for  wisdom,  so  do  ye  ;  lay  all  your  plans  before  Him,  and  al- 
though we  are  weak  and  ignorant,  we  are  assured  that  "  if  any  of 
you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  lib- 
erally, and  upbraideth  not,  and  it  shall  be  given  him."  Brethren, 
the  field  is  waiting  for  you. 

"  Hark  the  voice  of  Jesus  calling ! 
Who  will  go  and  work  to-day  f 
Fields  are  white,  the  harvest  waiting, 
Who  will  bear  the  sheaves  away  t 
Loud  and  long  the  Master  calleth, 
Rich  reward  Ee  offers  free, 
Who  will  answer,  ghdly  saying, 
'  Here  am  I,  Oh  Lord,  send  me '  f  " 

—Pure  Oold,,  Toronto  Ont 
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SHALL     WE     INVITE     SPEAKERS     FROM 
ABROAD? 

BY  A  GENERAL  SKCRBTAT.T. 

This  question  is  often  asked  by  thoie  who  have  charge  of  ar- 
rangements for  our  State  Conventions.  We  would  give  decided 
preference  and  prominence  to  home  talent.  Attendance  at  twelve 
State  Conventions  daring  the  past  three  years,  and  the  careful  pe- 
rusal of  the  records  and  observation  of  the  results  of  many  more 
than  twelve  such  gatherings,  only  add  emphasis  to  our  preference. 
This  will  be  best  accounted  for  by  a  visit  with  our  readers  to 
two  imaginary  Conventions.  (Each  item  in  this  description  1b  de- 
rived from  actual  observation.) 

First,  we  will  enter  the  Convention  dependent  on  imported  tal- 
ent. The  Committee  have  secured  an  excellent  speaker  from  a 
distant  State.  He  is  devout,  earnest,  and  spiritual.  His  religious 
appeals  in  the  prayer-meeting  make  deep  impression,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  place  crowd  to  the  Convention.  He  tells  of  the  work 
and  its  results  far  away.  A  great  deal  of  time  is  accorded  him. 
In  every  session;  and  on  every  topic,  they  insist  on  hearing  from 
him.  He  is  the  theme,  the  lesson,  and  the  burden  of  the  Conven- 
tion. They  separate  deeply  impressed.  Their  religious  impulses 
have  been  quickened.  It  has  been  good  to  be  there.  They  are 
grateful,  and  justly  so,  to  the  friend  and  brother  who  has  given 
such  an  interest  to  all  the  sessions.  But,  of  course,  the  reports  from 
the  various  societies — especially  from  the  more  feeble  and  obscure — 
have  been  little  dwelt  upon.  The  workers  in  |the  Associations  of 
the  State,  with  the  narration  of  their  successes  and  obstacles,  have 
not.  been  very  prominent.  Experience  from  abroad  they  have  had 
in  abundance,  with  comment  and  illustration.  Of  the  work  at 
home,  and  thoughtful  discussion  on  it,  they  have  had  little  or 
nothing. 

Another  item.  There  is  a  bill  to  settle  at  the  close ;  railroad 
travel  is  costly.  The  Associations  are  poor,  and  the  State  Com- 
mittee, after  paying  the  expenses  of  their  guest,  find  that  very 
little  remains  in  the  treasury  for  the  State  work.  The  same 
money  would  have  carried  a  visitor  of  the  Associations  to  many 
places  in  the  State. 

Let  us  now  ram  to  a  Convention  of  a  different  sort.  Speakers 
from  abroad  have  not  come.  Perhaps  they  were  invited,  and  have 
been  unable  to  accept  the  invitation.  So  we  must  depend  on  home 
talent  At  the  opening  prayer-meeting,  it  is  noticeable  that  the 
brethren  seek  help  from  the  Best  source  with  fervent  earnestness. 
What  a  good  meeting  it  is  I  Then  reports  from  Associations  are 
called  for.  Every  place  now  has  a  chance  to  be  heard  from.  Of 
necessity,  the  best  workers  in  the  .State  get  the  most  attention 
and  prominence.  Their  appeals  strike  home.  Those  from  feebler 
Associations  are  quickened.  The  net  result  from1' such  reports  is  : 
"  What  hath  God  wrought  r"  Dependence  on  Him  is  the  senti- 
ment called  out.  A  genuine,  religious  enthusiasm  is  created, 
more  practical  and  abiding  than  any  simple  exhortation,  however 
eloquent ;  for  with  the  glow  of  consecration  comes  the  knowledge 
of  koto  to  be  active.  The  Association  work  is  the  practical  topic  in 
everybody's  mind.  Outsiders  come  in  and  feel  the  importance  of 
building  up  the  Association  of  their  town,  however  imperfect  and 
feeble  it  may  have  been  in  the  past.  Then  the  unrepresented  As- 
sociations are  thought  of.  How  can  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  be 
extended  to  them  1  and  how  can  the  strength  and  power  of  the 
strong  societies  be  felt  by  the  weak  ?  Inter-visitation  is  urged. 
The  State  Committee  are  instructed  to  secure  an  agent  to  visit  the 
brethren  during  the  year,  passing  from  the  strong  to  the  feebler 
Associations,  and  to  places  where  no  organization  exists.  The 
money  needed  for  this  work  is  forthcoming.  To  give  to  the  Lord 
is  a  part  of  worship,  and  the  devotional  glow  of  the  meeting  is 
deepened.  The  brethren  part  from  one  another  quickened  to  a 
new  earnestness  in  prayer  and  work,  and  desirous  of  becoming 
more  active  members  in  their  own  Associations.  In  the  place 
where  they  have  met  they  leave  an  Impression  and  a  blessing 
which  are  sure  to  prove  helpful  to  the  brethren  who  hare  enter- 
tained them. 
"Some  one  will  ask :  "  Would  yon  ever  invite  speakers  from 


abroad  V  Yes,  not  infrequently.  But  do  not  depend  on  them 
chiefly.  Invite  them  to  speak  once  or  twice,  but  make  much  of 
home  talent.  Beware  of  giving  occasion  to  the  delegates  to  feel 
that  what  they  have  met  for  is  to  hear  your  invited  guest.  They 
come  for  a  better  purpose — viz.,  to  hear  about  and  learn  from 
each  other's  work  and  experience,  and  to  seek  for  the  Lord's  bless- 
ing in  and  upon  that  work,  Study  to  make  and  keep  home  talent 
prominent  in  all  the  sessions  and  exercises.  Use  imported  talent 
sparingly. 


YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

In  1816,  the  first  Association  was  formed  at  St.  Paul's  church 
ward,  by  seven  young  men,  and  now  there  are  about  nine  hun- 
dred, formed  on  the  same  plan,  in  existence,  the  total  membership 
being  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand,  and  the  amount  in- 
vested in  buildings  fully  two  millions. 

The  rapid  growth  of  these  Associations  for  promoting  the  true 
interests  of  young  men  shows  the  existence  of  a  great  need  for 
the  work  they  perform,  and  a  great  desire  to  make  the  world  better 
by  guarding  the  fountains  of  society  from  the  evils  that  corrupt 
them.  The  rise  of  this  evangelical  order  has  been  pronounced  to 
be  an  expression  of  want  of  confidence  in  the  ability  of  the  Church 
to  attain  its  ends.  This  view  of  the  matter  implies  hostility  between 
the  Church-pulpit  and  the  Association-platform,  and  is  therefore 
erroneous.  The  Association  is  a  special  effort  in  aid  of  the  Church, 
and,  like  the  Sunday- school,  its  work  is  largely  preparatory. 
There  is  and  can  be  no  hostility  between  the  two.  The  great 
success  of  the  Association,  however,  must  be  attributed  in  part  to 
the  wide-spread  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  sectarianism  of 
the  modern  Church.  There  are  many  who  desire  Christian  com- 
panionship, and  long  to  do  Christian  work,  without  subscribing  to 
any  particular  form  of  Church  discipline,  or  definite  profession  of 
faith  in  respect  to  matters  in  dispute  among  the  followers  of 
Christ,  and  they  eagerly  grasp  at  the  opportunity  afforded  them, 
and  will  continue  to  find  expression  for  their  spiritual  natures  in 
pursuing  the  work  of  the  organization.  This  will  continue  so 
long  as  the  elements  of  sectarianism  are  kept  out  of  the  Associ- 
ation. The  adoption  of  any  one  of  the  particular  creeds  that  di- 
vide the  Church,  or  the  fulminating  of  any  particular  creed  of  its 
own,  will  drive  this  large  body  of  laborers  out  of  the  organization, 
and  reduce  it  to  the  position  of  an  additional  sect.  This  is  the 
great  danger  to  be  guarded  against ;  this  the  peril  that  experience 
shows  to  be  in  the  path.  Nearly  every  new  method  of  Christian 
effort  has  in  time  been  formulated  into  a  creed,  become  dogmatic 
and  exclusive,  and  lost  the  sympathies  of  the  class  to  be  influ- 
enced only  by  the  presentation  of  the  broad  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity.— Presbyterian  Advocate,  St.  John,  N.  B. 


BEAUTIFUL    LEAVES. 

[Tub  following  beautiful  lines,  though  publlihed  elsewhere  soma  time  ago, 
are  not  Inappropriate  at  the  present  season  of  "  bcaitif  al  leaves."-— LUUWs 
living  Age.] 

Fadhsto  beneath  our  passing  feet, 
Strewn  upon  lawn  and  lane  and  street, 

Beautiful  leaves  I 
Dyed  with  the  hues  of  the  sunset  sky, 
Falling  in  glory  so  silently, 

Beautiful  leaves  1 

Never  to  freshen  another  spring, 

Never  to  know  what  the  summer  may  bring, 

Beautiful  leaves! 
Withered  beneath  the  frost  and  cold, 
Soon  to  decay  in  the  common  mould. 

Beautiful  leaves  I 

So  will  the  years  that  change  your  lint 
Mark  upon  us  their  autumnal  print, 

Beautiful  leaves  I 
So  shall  we  fall  from  the  tree  of  time, 
Fade  as  ye  fade  in  a  wintry  clime, 

Beautiful  leaves  1 

But  when  the  harvest  of  life  is  past. 
And  we  wake  in  eternal  spring  at  last, 

Beautiful  leaves  i 
May  He  who  paints  your  brilliant  hue 
Form  of  our  lives  a  chaplet  new 
Of  beautiful  leaves' 
Digitized  by 


E  B.  Russell. 
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Carefully  written,  terse  and  pointed  articles,  designed  to 
Interest  YOUNG  WEN  and  to  Improve  them  Intellectually, 
morally,  or  spiritually,  or  to  guide  and  Instruct  Associa- 
tion workers,  are  solicited. 

THE  MON  THL  Y.  • 

"  Our-  Association  has  leenreceiving  packages  of  your  Monthly." 

We  make  the  above  extract  from  a  letter  recently  received 

by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  use  it  now  as  a  text  for  one 

or  two  remarks.    We  ask  the  members  of  the  Associations  to 

remember : 

1.  That  the  Monthly  is  their  paper,  and  is  in  no  sense  or 
way  the  property  of  the  Committee. 

2.  That  it  is  not  published  by  the  Committee  of  its  own  motiom, 
but  because  its  publication  has  been  ordered  by  the  successive 
conventions  of  the  last  seven  years,  and  that  too  after  ample 
discussion.  It  would  be  well  if  every  member  of  the  Associa- 
tions would  read  the  discussion  at  Lowell.  It  can  be  found  at 
pages  72  to  78  of  the  Proceedings,  and  also  that  at  Indianapo- 
lis, pages  83  to  86  of  the  Proceedings  of  that  Convention. 

S.  The  Monthly,  then,  is  published  because,  in  the  best 
judgment  of  the  representatives  of  the  Associations,  the  interest 
of  the  cause  represented  by  these  societies  requires  that  there 
should  be  a  medium  of  communication  between  them  for  the 
circulation  of  intelligence  and  the  discussion  of  topics  related 
to  their  work ;  a  mode  for  the  preservation  of  the  history  of 
their  work ;  for  the  encouragement  of  an  Association  litera- 
ture; and  the  fostering  of  a  real  sympathy  between  the  socie- 
ties and  between  their  members,  and  also  of  diffusing  infor- 
mation among  those  not  connected  with  the  Associations,  and 
winning  to  their  support  those  who  are  indifferent  to  their 
work  because  of  ignorance  or  prejudice  in  regard  to  it. 

4.  In  all  these  matters,  every  Association  in  the  land  has  a 
deep  and  direct  interest,  and  in  proportion  to  their  apprecia- 
tion of  that  interest  will  be  their  efforts  to  maintain  the  paper. 

5.  No  member  of  an  Association  can  read  the  Monthly  and 
fail  to  derive  great  advantage  from  it  in  his  own  immediate 
work ;  while  at  the  same  time  he  will  acquire  an  enlarged 
idea  of  the  importance  of  the  mission  of  theso  societies,  the 
continent  and  world  over.  Every  man  who  has  the  interest 
of  these  Associations  at  heart  will,  according  to  the  measure  of 
his  influence,  seek  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  paper 
everywhere;  his  efforts  will  not  be  limited  by  the  circle  of  the 
membership  of  his  own  Association.  It  would  be  very  easy 
for  every  subscriber  to  add  one  name  to  our  list. 

But  let  no  one  suppose,  for  one  moment,  that  by  any  efforts 
he  may  put  forth  in  this  direction,  he  is  aiding  "the  pub- 
lishers of  the  Monthly,  "  or  the  Executive  Committee,  except  as 
publishers  and  committee  are  the  same  body,  and  act  for  and 


represent  the  associated  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of 
America. 

Mr.  Richard  C.  Morse,  formerly  editor  of  the  Monthly,  is 
now  acting  as  General  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
His  address  is,  Association  Building,  Twenty-third  street, 
corner  of  Fourth-avenue,  New-York. 


THE  DAY  OF  PRAYER. 

The  second  Sunday  in  November  was,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  International  Convention,  very 
generally  observed  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  on  our  Associations.  Many  interesting  re- 
ports of  prayer-meetings  on  that  day,  will  be  found  in  oar 
news  columns.  And  now  will  the  Associations  that  have 
thus  looked  to  the  Lord  for  help  remember  that,  in  order  to 
see  His  salvation,  they  must  not  "stand  still"  but  "  go  for- 
ward"! 

"DIVERSITIES   OF  GIFTS,  BUT  THE  SAME 
SPIRIT." 

"We  believe  in  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  but 
there  are  many  devout  men  and  of  noble  women  not  a  few 
who  think  that  if  the  members  of  these  bodies  would  expend 
the  labor  and  money  which  are  devoted  to  extra  preaching 
meetings,  in-door*  and  out-doors,  to  gathering  the  people 
into  the  churches,  they  would  do  quite  as  much  good.  How 
is  this? " — C  ongregatwnalist. 

Exactly  so;  many  devout  men  and  aoble  women  have  just 
hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  We  are  devoting  labor  and  money 
to  extra  preaching  meetings,  in-doors  and  out-doors,  for  the 
very  purpose  of  reaching  and  interesting  the  people,  and 
gathering  them  into  the  churches. 


"I   AM    AGAINST    THE   PROPHETS    THAT 
STEAL  MY  WORDS." 

When  an  editor  takes  an  original  article  from  another 
journal,  and  prints  it  in  his   own,  just  as  he  would  if  it  was 
written  for  him  and  paid  for  by  him,  it  holes  very  much  as 
though  he  was  a  thief.    Among  editors  there  is  a  general 
understanding  that  any  one  who  copies  an  article  makes 
some  compensation  for  it,  if  he  gives  the  paper  he  takes  it 
from  credit  for  it;  that  is,  if  he  prints  the  name  of  the  paper 
he  takes  it  from  in  connection  with  the  article  taken,  be- 
cause, if  the  article  possesses  merit,  it  is  a  recommendation  to 
the  paper  for  which  it  was  written,  and  if  the  name  of  the 
paper  is  printed  with  it,  becomes  a  good  advertisement  for  it. 
Thus  an  editor,  without  even  the  trouble  of  asking  permis- 
sion, may  take  an  article  that  cost  another  paper  ten,  twenty, 
lifty,  or  a  hundred  dollars,  and  satisfy  the  other  paper  for  it 
by  simply  printing  its  name ;  that  is,  by  giving  it  an  adver- 
tisement of  the  one,  two,  or  three  words  that  moke  its  name. 
Now,  when  an  editor  prefers  to  steal  valuable  property  that  it 
would  cost  him  almost  nothing  to  pay  for,  honorably  and 
honestly,  it  look*  as  though  he  was  not  only  a  thief,  bat  a 
very  mean  one;  and  when  such  an  editor,  on  being  remon- 
strated with,   claims  that  he    gave  proper  credit  for  the 
article,  when  he  gave  the  name  of  the  author,  just  exactly  as 
he  would  if  the  article  had  been  written  for  his  own  paper, 
and  so  that  those  who  happened  to  see  it  first  in  his  paper 
would  suppose  he  paid  for  it,  and  that  the  editor,  who  really 
paid  for  it  stole  it  from  him,  and  so  that  an  honorable  editor 
copying  it  from  his  paper  would  give  it  credit  for  it,  thus 
making  the  man  that  really  paid  for  it  appear  not  only  to  tbe 
readers  of  his  paper,  but  to  his  professional  brethren,  to  be  a 
thief— when  an  editor  is  willing  to  thus  blast  the  character 
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of  an  honest  man — it  look*  as  though  he  was  not  only  a  thief, 
but  a  very  vile  one  ;  and  when  he  pleads  that  there  was  no 
mark  attached  to  the  article  in  the  paper  it  was  written  for 
to  show  him  that  it  was  original,  and  that  it  was  paid  for — 
just  as  though  it  was  not  perfectly  well  understood  by  all 
honest  journalists  that  all  the  articles  in  any  paper  were 
written  for  that  paper  except  such  articles  as  are  credited  to 
other  papers — then  it  looks  as  though  he  was  a  knave  or  a  fool, 
as  well  as  a  thief.  But  appearances  are  deceptive.  Though 
men  thus  stealing  seem  to  be  vile,  stupid  thieves,  worthy  only 
of  the  penitentiary,  we  know  from  our  own  personal  obser- 
vation, that  they  are  scholarly  gentlemen  and  editors  of  wide- 
ly influential  papers,  both  secular  and  religious.  Only  last 
week  we  counted  ten  of  our  own  articles  in  our  exchanges, 
looking  for  all  the  world  as  though  they  were  the  ordinary 
editorials  of  those  exchanges,  or  original  contributions  paid 
for  by  them.  That  these  editors  are  men  of  great  intelligence 
and  fine  literary  taste,  we  are  compelled  to  believe  from  the 
fact  that  they  always  steal  our  best  articles.  Now  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  to  do.  Every  article  we  write  is  designed 
to  aid  in  elevating  and  improving  the  moral  and  spiritual  con- 
dition  of  young  men,  and  we  are  glad  to  have  these  articles 
copied  into -other  papers,  and  read  by  as  many  young  men  as 
possible,  but  we  feel  very  badly  when  we  think  that  in  our  ef- 
forts to  reach  and  benefit  young  men,  we  are  teaching  these 
worthy  editors  to  steal;  and  there  really  seems  to  be  no  way 
to  break  up  this  base  habit.  If  we  remonstrate  with  them  in 
the  most  dignified,  gentlemanly,  and  Christian-like  manner 
possible,  they  are  indignant  and  think  they  are  abused.  So 
we  have  concluded  to  make  this  little  confession,  just  to 
let  them  see  how  they  would  feel  if  they  wero  in  our  place. 


SECOND    ANNUAL    CONVENTION    OF   THE 
ASSOCIATIONS    OF    WBST-VIROINIA, 

AT  PARKERSBURG,  NOVEMBER  21-23. 

Our  societies  in  West-Virginia  are  yet  in  their  infancy.  A  year 
ago,  under  the  lead  of  Robert  Weidensall,  their  first  annual  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Clarksburg.  Great  popular  interest  was  excited, 
and,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  an  impulse  was  given  to  the 
work  throughout  the  State.  This  was  manifest  at  the  opening  of 
the  Convention  at  Farkersburg.  The  members  of  the  State  Com- 
mittee most  relied  upon  for  the  conduct  of  the  meeting  were  at 
the  last  moment  detained  at  home.  Other  leading  brethren,  in- 
cluding the  President  of  last  year,  were  unable  to  come.  The 
State  corresponding  member  was  unavoidably  absent.  There  was 
very  little  previous  advertisement  of  the  meeting.  Yet,  in  spite 
of  all  these  disadvantages,  twenty  delegates — a  larger  number 
than  were  present  last  year — representing  four  Associations,  camo 
together  in  Parkersburg.  The  following  permanent  officers  were 
elected: 

President,  R.  A.  Blackford,  Clarksburg. 

Vice-Presidents,  Z.  Warner,  Parkercburnr ;  W.  B.  Young,  Wheel- 
ing ;  C.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Clarksburg ;  W.  O.  Ison,  State  University, 
Morgantown. 

Secretaries,  A.  F.  Gibbens,  Charleston ;  J.  M.  Brown,  Parkersburg. 

Treasurer,  T.  J.  Cartwright. 

State  Executive  Committee,  R.  A.  Blackford  and  G.  J.  Stealey, 
Clarksburg;  A.  Bennett,  Wheeling;  J.  A.  Hutcheson  and  W.  C. 
Faulkner.  Parkersburg. 

Reports  were  given  from  the  four  Associations  represented. 

At  Wheeling,  the  leading  city  of  the  State,  the  society  is  four 
years  old.  The  orphans'  home  and  the  new  poor-house  owe  their 
origin  to  its  work.  Open-air  and  prison  work  has  been  success- 
fully carried  on.  A  reading-room  is  kept  open.  The  past  year, 
however,  has  been  a  dull  one,  with  much  discouragement.  Of 
late,  a  new  interest  has  been  manifested,  and  delegates  were  hope- 
ful that  the  society  would  become  more  active  and  useful  than 
ever.    The  names  of  seventy-five  members  are  on  the  roll. 

At  Clarksburg,  the  society  organized  a  year  ago  by  Mr.  Weid- 
ensall is  vigorously  sustained.  The  weekly  meeting  is  largely 
attended.    A  growing  library  of  four  hundred  volumes  and  a 


reading-room  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  society.  The  Chris- 
tian community  is  cordially  united  in  its  support.  Here,  as  we 
have  mentioned,  the  State  Association,  on  the  model  of  the  Ohio 
organization  of  that  name,  was  formed  a  year  ago,  and  its  first 
glowing  meeting  proved  a  blessing  to  this  society. 

In  the  State  University,  at  Morgantown,  last  year,  Mr.  Weiden- 
sall organized  among  the  students  an  Association  that  has  met 
with  favor  among  the  young  men  and  the  faculty.  On  every  Sun- 
day afternoon  are  held  alternately  a  prayer-meeting  and  a  Bible- 
class,  both  well  attended.  The  day  of  prayer  was  especially  ob- 
served here,  and  was  blessed  to  the  society. 

At  Parkersburg,  the  Association  has  been  growing  feeble.  The 
reading-room  is  badly  located,  but  there  are  a  few  active  members 
who  are  looking  and  laboring  for  better  times,  and  there  is  good 
promise  of  these  in  the  result  of  this  Convention. 

The  topics  discussed  related  to  "  The  nature  of  our  work,"  "The 
study  of  God's  word,"  "  Modern  scepticism,"  and  "  The  conditions 
of  successful  Association  work."  J.  A.  Hutcheson,  G.  L.  Stealey, 
W.  B.  Young,  T.  J.  Cartwright,  Z.  Warner,  M.  C.  C.  Church,  W. 
C.  Faulkner,  E.  C.  Wayman,  C.  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  and  others,  gave 
practical  tone  to  the  discussions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  General  Executive  Committee  at  New- York 
was  present,  and  took  part  in  the  exercises. 

The  delegates  remained  in  town  over  Sunday,  speaking  in  the 
churches  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  a  Sunday-school  mass 
meeting  was  held,  and  in  the  evening  a  yet  larger  audience  as- 
sembled at  the  farewell-meeting.  Deep  impression  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  work  was  made,  and  the  delegates  separated,  prayer- 
fully expecting  greater  prosperity  for  the  Association  in  Parkers- 
burg and  throughout  the  State. 


WANTED, 

Fob  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  a  Christian  man  competent  to  take  en- 
tire charge  and  superintendence  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  work  for  which  it  has  been  organized. 

Address,  with  reference,  stating  salary  expected,      B., 

Box  2037,  Philadelphia. 


CORllIiSPONDEXCE. 


Joyful  Tidings. 

H.  P.  Lloyd,  of  Cincinnati,  President  of  the  recent  Ohio  State 
Convention,  kindly  permits  us  to  publish  the  following  very  inter- 
esting communication  from  T.  A.  Nelson,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Toledo  Association : 

"  Toledo,  November  29th,  1872. 
"  H.  P.  Lloyd,  Esq. — My  Dear  Brother  ;  Yesterday  was  Thanks- 
giving in  the  good  city  of  Toledo,  and  the  proclamation  of  our  wor- 
thy (Governor  gained  a  response  from  many  hearts  that  had  else 
remained  silent  had  not  God  in  His  providence  kindly  ordered  that 
the  Sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  State  Christian 
Association  of  Ohio  should  be  held  in  Toledo.  It  has  been  an  oc- 
casion for  gratitude  ever  since,  and  will  ever  be,  that  on  the  15th, 
16th,  and  17th  of  this  month,  our  city,  our  homes,  and  our  hearts 
were  invaded  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  advance-guard  of  the 
Ohio  Associations. 

"I  wish  I  could  tell  you,  even  In  part,  how  God  has  blessed  the 
Convention  to  our  good,  but  very  much  of  its  result  we  may  never 
know  in  this  world.  Here  and  there,  however,  among  those  we 
have  known,  souls  have  been  lifted  from  the  horrible  pit  and  the 
miry  clay,  and  set  upon  the  Rock,  to  stand  forever,  monuments  of 
God's  abounding  grace  toward  a  sinful  world. 

"  You  doubtless  have  heard  of  the  little  scene  in  the  drawing- 
rooms  of  Col.  Howard,  on  Sabbath  evening  after  the  close  of  the 
farewell  meeting.  A  little  group  of  delegates,  invited  in  for  an 
hour  or  two,  knelt  at  the  home  altar  with  the  family.  Jesus 
poured  the  oil  of  gladness  on  their  heads,  and  heaven  came  down 
their  souls  to  greet.  The  hearts  of  all  present  were  melted  into 
tenderness.  The  son,  but  the  day  previous  a  wild,  reckless  fellow, 
gave  his  heart  to  Christ,  and  was  born  into  the  new  lite.  The  two 
young  ladies,  daughters  of  the  family,  arose  and  expressed  their 
determination  to  walk  henceforth  with  their  brother  along  the  nar- 
row way.  All  eyes  were  bathed  in  tears  as  the  father  arose  from 
his  seat,  speechless  with  emotion,  and  gathered  his  three  children 
in  his  arms,  forming  a  picture  over  which,  if  it  be  possible,  the 
angels  wept  tears  of  joy.  Young  Howard  has  taken  a  firm  stand 
for  Christ,  and  is  working  like  a  missionary  among  his  fellows. 
On  the  Monday  evening  following  the  scene  alluded  to,  he  called  on 
his  old  Sunday-school  teacher,  and  had  in  tow  four  of  his  young 
companions,  godless  fellows,  whom  he  desired  that  teacher  to-con- 
verse with  and  pray  for.  The  good  deacon  got  them  all  down  on 
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their  knees,  asking  God  for  mercy.    One  by  one  these  young  men 
are  coming  to  Christ. 

'*  One  of  our  members  who  lives  In  a  private  boarding-house, 
with  about  fifteen  other  young  men,  had  been  the  subject  of  a 
good  deal  of  ridicule,  both  on  account  of  his  faith  in  Christ,  and 
his  connection  with  our  Association.  On  Saturday  evening,  during 
the  Convention,  he  went  home  to  tee,,  and  as  he  entered  the  dining- 
room,  where  a  large  number  of  these  young  men  were  seated,  he 
held  in  his  hand  one  of  the  little  printed  handbills  I  had  given 
him,  announcing  the  special  meeting  in  White's  Hall,  for  young 
men,  on  the  following  Sabbath  afternoon.  Some  of  them  called 
oat  to  know  what  were  the  contents  of  the  bill.  He  read  it  aloud, 
and  then  followed  jeers,  laughter,  and  mockery.  But,  strange 
to  say,  the  young  man  who  was  the  ringleader  of  the  whole  party, 
crept  into  the  (hall  the  next  afternoon,  and  was  present  at  that  very 
meeting.  The  Spirit  of  God  sought  him  out,  and  deep  impres- 
sions were  made.  He  couldn't  keep  away  from  the  evening  meet- 
ing, and,  as  a  result,  the  next  morning  at  the  breakfast- table,  be- 
fore them  all,  he  announced  his  purpose  to  lead  a  new  life.  He  was 
at  our  young  men's  prayer -meeting  (last  Saturday  evening,  with 
three  or  four  of  his  associates,  one  of  whom  was  so  deeply  con- 
victed that,  just  as  the  meeting  was  about  to  end,  he  arose,  and 
with  trembling  .lips  asked  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  those 
piejent. 

•'  Upon  the  streets,  Christians  and  the  ungodly  alike  have 
stopped  me  to  express  the  good  they  had  received  at  the  farewell 
meeting.  Even  the  janitor  of  the  opera  house  and  his  wife,  late- 
ly from  England,  were  full  of  the  meeting,  their  hearts  opened  by 
its  precious  influence,  and  their  memories  led  back  to  the  tender 
associations  of  the  old  home. 

"  Our  prayer-meetings  are  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.  Be- 
fore the  Convention,  some  of  our  pastors  had  to  talk  to  fill  up 
the  time,  or  else  dismiss  the  meeting  before  the  hour  for  so  doing, 
rather  than  let  it  drag  its  dead  weight  along  till  the  time  for  clos- 
ing. Now  the  difficulty  is  to  get  the  meeting  stopped.  So  many 
hearts  are  warmed,  and  bo  many  tongues  unloosed,  that  sometimes 
two  or  three  are  on  their  feet  at  the  same  time  to  speak  or  pray. 

"  In  the  First  Baptist  church,  the  other  evening,  a  man  who  has 
long  rejected  Christ  came  in  wi^h  his  wife,  and  took  a  seat  in  the 
prayer-meeting.  The  pastor,  Bev.  C.  D.  Morris,  commenced  to 
read  a  passage  of  Scripture  in  opening  the  meeting,  but  in  the 
midst  of  the  reading  the  man  interrupted  him  by  rising,  and  with 
tearful  eyes  begged  that  prayer  might  be  offered  for  him,  as  he 
could  carry  his  burden  of  sin  no  longer.  Such  are  the  scenes,  and 
such  the  spirit,  that  have  followed  the  holding  of  the  Convention 
in  Toledo.  In  Dr.  Williams'  church  about  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the 
young  people  arose  for  prayer  last  Sunday,  and  all  the  churches 
are  quickened  into  new  life,  and  an  earnestness  pervades  the  com- 
munity th  at  is,  we  trust,  bat  the  precursor  of  a  glorious  turning  onto 
Christ.  The  delegates  of  the  Convention  have  made  us  hosts  of 
friends,  and  again  and  again  I  have  been  thanked  by  prominent 
people  for  sending  them  delegates  to  entertain  who  have  proved 
God's  messengers  of  peace  to  their  homes.  Last  night,  in  one  of 
our  largest  meetings,  a  young  convert  arose  and  suggested  that 
we  pray  for  all  the  delegates  who  had  been  here,  that  God  would 
enable  them  to  carry  home  the  torch  kindled  at  the  Convention, 
and  set  the  watch-fires  in  a  blaze  all  over  the  State.  Need  I  as- 
sure you  of  the  warmth  of  the  prayers  that  followed  t  Many  inci- 
dents have  occurred  with  the  particulars  of  which  I  am  unac- 
quainted. Our  Churches,  formerly  near  to  each  other,  have  had 
their  bond  of  unity  strengthened  by  your  coming.  Good  brother 
Cobb,  Superintendent  of  the  Railway  Branch  of  the  Cleveland 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  rushed  up  to  me  Monday 
morning,  after  the  farewell  meeting,  saying  he  was  the  happiest 
man  in  Toledo,  as  his  good  wife,  whom  he  had  brought  with  him. 
had  given  herself  to  Christ  the  evening  previous. 

"  Bat  time  fails  me  to  tell  of  the  goodness  of  God  to  us  through 
your  ministrations.  Our  city  has  been  blessed,  our  homes  have 
been  brightened,  oar  hearts  have  been  cheered  and  strengthened, 
and  our  lives  been  made  forever  purer  by  your  coming  to  us. 
What  more  or  better  can  I  say  ?  In  return  for  what  you  have  done 
for  us,  we  will  pray  the  beautiful  prayer  of  David,  that '  the  Lord 
hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble;  the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  de- 
fend thee ;  send  thee  help  from  the  sanctuary,  and  strengthen  thee 
out  of  Zion ;  remember  all  thy  offerings,  and  accept  thy  burnt 
sacrifice;  giant  thee  according  to  thine  own  heart,  and  fulfil  all 
thy  counsel.  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,  and  in  the  name  of 
oar  God  we  will  set  up  our  banners.  The  Lord  fulfil  all  thy  pe- 
titions.'   Amen  t 

"  Extend  our  fraternal  greeting  to  all  the  brethren.  Yours,  ever 
and  always,  in  the  Lord's  love,  T.  A.  Nelson." 

Cleveland,  O.,  December  13th,  1872. 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Monthly  : 

On  the  27th  of  October,  a  delegation  from  oar  city,  upon  invita- 
*  ion  of  some  of  the  employees  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan 


Southern  Railroad,  visited  Norwalk,  Ohio,  sixty  miles  from  Cleve- 
land. We  held  two  services,  one  in  the  Public  Hall  Sunday  after- 
noon, and  by  invitation  of  the  pastors  and  railroad-men,  an  even- 
ing meeting  was  held  in  Rev.  Mr.  Rice's  church.  The  hall  as  well 
as  the  church  was  filled  by  a  large  audience,  and  very  great  re- 
spect was  shown  our  young  men.  An  Association  was  talked  of, 
and  one  formed  in  a  week  or  ten  days  thereafter.  The  young 
men  composing  the  Association  and  the  railroad-  men  united  in 
another  call  for  a  visit  from  our  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. We  responded  on  the  24th  of  November.  Two  meet- 
ings were  held,  as  above.  So  manifest  was  the  presence  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  that  a  union  morning  prayer-meeting  was  held,  at 
10  o'clock  Monday.  Th*  Methodist  church  was  filled.  An  even- 
ing union  meeting  was  called  for  at  the  Congregational  church, 
which  was  crowded  to  overflowing.  Union  meetings  were  com- 
menced, conducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Wells,  a  young  evangelist, 
who  accompanied  our  last  delectation.  He  remained  twelve  to 
fourteen  days.  Over  three  hundred  conversions  have  followed, 
though  the  evangelist  went  to  another  field  to  labor.  The  minis- 
ters invited  represented  the  various  denominations — one  of  the 
ministers  in  turn  preaching  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  it  having 
the  lirgest  auditorium.  The  cervices  are  |  ntensely  interesting  in 
characu  r— no  excitement,  as  there  is  generally,  but  deep,  earnest 
work  by  Christians,  and  much  prayer.  Lawyers,  doctors,  mer- 
chants, mechanics,  students,  clerts,  railroad  employees,  and,  in 
several  cases,  entire  families,  have  come  to  Christ — fathers,  moth- 
er, sons,  and  daughters. 

No  one  can  realize  its  power  but  those  who  are  there.  Men  who 
have  led  lives  of  dissipation  and  sin  of  all  kinds,  prominent  pro- 
fessional men  at  games  ot  chance,  all  are  inquiring  the  way  of  sal- 
vation. Wives  who  have  for  years  been  praying  for  impenitent 
husbands  now  have  the  answer  to  prayer.  Unto  God  be  all  the 
glory.  Our  home  work  increases.  Calls  are  being  made  upon  us 
daily,  and  we  propose  systematic  church  visitations  by  delegations 
of  our  best  and  most  efficient  workers.  We  are  praying  for  a  revi- 
val in  our  city  churches.  God  grant  it  unto  us,  and  save  our  hus- 
bands, wives,  sons,  and  daughters  from  the  follies  of  the  world, 
and  win  their  lives  to  Christ  and  His  cause.    God  bless  the  work. 

L.  Sheaff. 


J.  B.  Tuknlet,  Secretary  of  the  Alabama  State  Convention 
held  at  Selma,  in  September  last,  was  at  that  time  a  delegate  from 
the  Jacksonville  Association,  then  just  organized,  with  the  follow, 
ing  officers;  President,  J.  Swan;  Vice-President,  J.  B. Taraley  ; 
Secretary,  S.  P.  Snow,  and  Treasurer,  J.  M.  Caldwell.  Mr.  Turn- 
ley  has  recently  moved  to  Montgomery,  from  which  city  he  sends 
us  the  following  welcome  letter,  showing  fhat  Alabama  is  alive 
all  over: 

"  Montgomery,  Ala.,  December  5th,  1872. 

"  Upon  my  arrival  here  I  undertook  the  work  of  organizing  an 
Association.  Until  about  three  weeks  since  only  two  to  six  were 
present.  But  by  the  grace  of  God  we  persevered,  and  are  juut  now 
beginning  to  feel  like  growing.  We  meet  every  Friday  night. 
We  have  not  yet  procured  rooms. 

"  A  few  weeks  since,  I  was  spending  a  day  in  Oxford,  Alabama. 
Several  of  the  brethren  requested  me  to  help  them  organize  an 
Association  there,  and  with  about  four  hours'  notice  they  organized 
with  about  twenty  zealous  brethren,  and  are  doing  well.  I  have 
a  friend  working  at  White  Plains  to  organize,  and  no  doubt  he 
has  succeeded  ere  this.        Yours  truly,  J.  B.  Tcrnley." 

The  officers  of  the  Montgomery  Association  are  as  follows  : 

President,  Rev.  L.  Kaiser. 

Vice-President,  W.  D.  Graves. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  J.  B.  Tarnley. 


Last  month  we  gave  a  brief  notice  of  the  Trinidad  Association. 
Since  then  we  have  received  the  following  very  interesting  let- 
ter. We  gladly  extend  to  our  Trinidad  brethren  the  right  hand 
of  fellowship : 

"  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad,  B.  W.  I. 

"  Editor  of  the  Association  Monthly— Dear  Brother  :  En- 
closed please  find  our  subscription  for  The  Association  Monthly. 
Our  Association  was  organized  17th  of  October,  1871,  and  now 
has  upward  of  180  names  on  its  roll  of  membership  ;  has  rooms 
of  its  own  in  a  building  on  the  principal  (King)  street ;  has  an  As- 
sociation library  of  about  450  volumes,  and  a  valuable  reference  li- 
brary (on  loan)  of  500  volumes.  We  have  devotional  meetings  every 
Thursday  evening,  and  a  literary  association  meeting  each.  Tues- 
day evening,  with  public,  musical,  and  literary  meetings  during 
the  month.  Our  President  is  Dr.  J.  A.  De  Wolf,  late  of  the  Prov- 
idence (R.  I.)  Association.  The  writer  (a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Boston  (U.  S.)  Association)  is  at  present  a  so- 
journer on  this  island.    We. have  a  President,   Vice-President, 
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Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  these,  with  ten  other  members,  consti- 
tute the  Committee  of  Management.  The  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  all  members  of  evangelical  churches. 

"  Services,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association,  are  held  each 
Sabbath  at  tbe'Colonial  Hospital.  The  patients  who  are  unable 
to  attend  this  service  are  visited,  and  little-  books  (Dublin  tracts) 
distributed.  The  committee  have  recently  voted  to  hold  meetings 
each  Sabbath,  for  one  hour,  on  board  the  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
and  volunteers  have  been  obtained  for  this  service. 

"  I  have  written  thus  much  at  length  because  I  was  desirous 
that  the  older  Associations  in  the  United  States  and  British  Prov- 
inces might  learn  of  our  existence,  and  that  we  are  striving  to  do 
our  share  of  the  distinctive  work  of  Christian  Associations  in  this 
(as  some  in  the  United  States  may  think)  out-of-the-way  place. 
We  are,  however,  only  ten  days'  steamer  distance  irom  New-York, 
and  this  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable  climates  in  the  world  the 
year  round.  The  Trinidad  Association  is  the  only  one  on  the 
plan  of  the  United  States  Associations  in  the  West-Indies.  Our 
work,  we  feel,  has  not  been  in  vain,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  go  on. 

"  We  send  greeting  to  the  Associations. 
"  Yours  faithfully,  T.  Btplet  Troitdy. 

"P.  S. — We  have  just  received  a  welcome  donation  of  books 
and  pamphlets  from  the  Bristol  (B.  I.)  Association.        T.  B.  T." 


NEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Items  upon  the  following  and.  kindred  topics  will  be 
specially  welcome  t 

1.  New  features  In  the  work.  3.  News  of  Conventions. 
3.  Interesting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  of  As- 
sociations in  the  local  press.  7.  In  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

BT  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  be  sent  to  the  MONTHIY 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 


CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco. — Dr.  H.  Cox,  General  Secretary,  says :  "  We 
are  at  work,  and  not  without  hope  of  complete  success ;  yet  we 
must  work  and  wait.  Our  affairs  look  brighter ;  more  attend  our 
religious  meetings ;  some  have  been  converted ;  large  numbers 
listen  to  street-preaching,  and  God  is  with  us.  We  made  arrange- 
ments for  a  public  meeting,  on  the  Sabbath  appointed  for  prayer, 
on  behalf  of  Associations.  It  was  held,  in  the  afternoon,  in  our 
hall.  We  had  a  large  attendance.  The  order  of  exercises  was 
as  follows :  Singing,  prayer,  a  sermon,  and  an  address  by  E.  A. 
Lawrence,  President  of  the  Association,  followed  by  two  other 
short  addresses  on  our  responsibility  and  power  as  an  Association. 
It  was  a  meeting  fall  of  interest." 

CONNECTICUT. 

Rferiden.—W.  E.  Benham,  President  of  this  Association, 
Bays  :  "  We  held  a  general  prayer-meeting  at  our  rooms,  at  four 
o'clock  p.m.,  November  10th,  and  as  notice  of  the  object  and  occa- 
sion of  the  meeting  had  been  given  in  the  papers,  and  from  the 
pulpit,  there  was  a  fuller  attendance  than  usual.  Though  there 
was  not  that  baptism  experienced  which  I  had  hoped,  yet  there 
was  much  desire  manifested  for  the  special  outpouring  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  and  for  the  mighty  power  of  God  to  convince  men  of  sin, 
and  melt  them  to  repent,  and  accept  the  glorious,  free  salvation 
of  the  blessed  Saviour." 


DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

Washington. — The  following  article  from  the  Chronicle  shows 
that  the  little  difficulty  between  the  pastors  and  the  Washington 
Association  has  been  amicably  and  Christianly  adjusted : 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  called  to  consider  the  resolutions  recently 
passed  by  the  Pastors'  Association  in  regard  to  Sabbath  night 
meetings  by  the  young  men,  and  the  relations  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  to  the  churches,  the  following  was  unan- 
imously adopted  as  a  final  disposition  of  the  subject : 

",'  Retolved,  That  this  Association  reaffirms  its  loyalty  to  the 
Church  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  hold  it  now,  as  ever,  the 
bounden  duty  of  every  member  to  regard  the  work  and  services  of 
his  particular  church  as  having  a  prior  claim  upon  him  to  that  of 
the  Association. 

"' Itceolved,  That  the  public  services  at  Lincoln  Hall  on  Sabbath 


night,  to  which  only  those  not  attending  any  church  are  invited, 
were  commenced  and  have  been  conducted  as  a  means  of  bringing 
into  the  fold  of  Christ  persons  whom  the  ordinary  church  instru 
mentalities  fail  to  reach,  and  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening,  and 
not  weakening,  the  hands  of  the  pastors  of  the  city.  Nevertheless, 
if  the  Committee  on  Evangelization,  having  these  meetings  in 
charge,  on  consultation  with  the  committee  of  pastors,  shall  deem 
it  expedient  to  close  them,  we  assent  to  their  discontinuance,  in 
the  hope  that  a  closer  union  and  more  entire  codperatien  in  other 
branches  of  labor  may  be  prospered  by  our  blessed  Master,  to  His 
greater  glory. 

"'Betohed,  That  we  acknowledge  with  gratitude  to  Qod  the 
action  of  the  Pastors'  Association  of  this  city,  looking  to  active 
cooperation  on  their  part  with  us;  that  the  pastors  composing  the 
committee  appointed  for  this  purpose  be  invited  to  sit  in  all  the 
meetings  of  this  board,  as  corresponding  members ;  and  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  all  our  officers  and  committees  to  confer  with 
them  as  often  as  practicable,  for  the  purpose  of  counsel  and  as- 
sistance in  prosecuting  the  work  in  which  they  may  be  engaged.' 

"  Every  real  friend  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
will  be  gratified  with  the  result  of  this  controversy,  which  has, 
during  the  past  two  months,  attracted  more  or  less  public  atten- 
tion. The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  organized,  and 
has  always  considered  itself,  not  as  an  independent  religious  body, 
but  as  a  union  organization,  recognized  by  the  various  evangel- 
ical denominations,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  certain  work,  espe- 
cially among  young  men,  which  the  churches,  individually  failed 
to  accomplish.  In  their  mission  work  the  young  men  have  always 
sought  fields  not  occupied  by  any  church,  turning  over  the  results 
of  their  efforts  to  the  first  church  establishing  itself  within  the 
neighborhood,  and  several  now  flourishing  congregations  in  the 
city  derived  their  first  strength  from  this  source.  All  the  meetings 
of  the  Association,  at  their  main  building,  have  been  arranged  in 
accordance  with  this  policy,  at  hours  when  no  church  services  are 
being  held. 

"  Pursuing  this  wise  policy,  as  an  advance-guard  and  support  of 
the  churches  from  whence  the  membership  of  the  Association  is 
derived,  it  has  drawn  into  it  the  best  class  of  young  men  from  the 
roils  of  church-membership,  and  developing  the  vigor  which  is 
the  natural  result  of  so  large  a  body  of  young  men  acting  in  con- 
cert, and  unfettered  by  the  roles  and  usages  of  denominational 
organizations,  has  grown  to  be  a  power  in  this  community,  con- 
tributing materially  to  the  activity  and  strength  of  the  churches, 
and  reaching  a  class  of  persons  wholly  untouched  by  the  ordinary 
public  religious  services. 

"  The  experiment  of  holding  public  services  in  their  building  at 
the  regular  hours  of  church  service  has  been  tried  this  winter  for 
the  first  time  by  the  young  men.  The  effort  has  been  to  attract 
to  these  meetings  only  those  who  do  not  attend  any  church.  Cer- 
tain pastors,  acting  upon  information,  probably  not  well  founded, 
that  these  meetings  were  receiving  tbeir  support  mainly  from  the 
regular  congregations,  objected,  and  the  controversy  to  which  we 
have  referred  followed. 

"  The  Association  has  acted  wisely  in  not  following  the  advice 
of  injudicious  friends,  to  proceed  with  its  meetings  without  refer- 
ence to  protests  of  churches  or  pastors.  On  the  contrary,  the 
course  of  moderation  and  spirit  of  harmony  it  has  pursued  will,  in 
our  judgment,  add  materially  to  the  confidence  the  Association 
has  already  inspired  in  the  community." 


ILLINOIS. 

Batavla.—G.  A.  Starkey,  Corresponding  Secretary,  writes: 
"  We  held  meetings  in  our  rooms  November  10th,  at  nine  Ajt, 
and  our  usual  meeting  at  three  p.m.  These  meetings  were  very 
interesting,  and  full  of  spirit.  At  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon, 
about  120  were  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  the  members 
on  Association  Work." 


IOWA. 

Davenport.— E.  D.  Bailey,  City  Missionary,  says :  "  Oar  As- 
sociation held  a  union  prayer-meeting  at  4  o'clock  pjf .,  on  the 
second  Sabbath  in  November.  There  was  a  reasonably  large  at- 
tendance and  a  good  meeting." 

Dubuque.— S.  N.  Millard,  City  Missionary,  makes  the  follow- 
ing encouraging  report :  "  On  the  second  Sunday  of  November  we 
held  two  services,  at  9.80  a.m.  and  8 .80  p.m.,  in  our  rooms.  The 
afternoon  meeting  was  more  than  usually  well  attended,  and  was 
a  meeting  of  deep  interest.  Since  then  our  Association  has  seemed 
to  take  a  fresh  start  in  the  race  of  usefulness.  Our  anniversary 
meeting,  which  occurred  soon  after,  was  an  occasion  of  marked 
interest  and  power,  and  we  feel  that  our  Association  was  never 
stronger,  and:  never  gave  better  promise  of  usefulness  than  now. 
We  are  moving  for  a  building  of  our  own.". 


Digitized  by  VjVJOv  Lt. 


10 


ASSOCIATION   MONTHLY. 


[January, 


KANSAS. 

Atchison. — This  Association  was  reorganized  last  October. 
J.  W.  North  was  chosen  President.  Well-located  rooms  are  being 
Bought  for,  and  Senator  8.  C.  Pomeroy  Las  offered  to  pay  one- 
fourth,  and  W.  F.  Downs,  Superintendent  of  the  Pacific  Railroad 
at  that  point,  one-fifth  of  the  rental.  The  Secretaries  of  the  Asso- 
sociation  are  A.  F.  Martin  and  Dr.  Parsons ;  the  Treasurer,  W.  F. 
Downs. 


MARYLAND. 

Baltimore. — We  have  enjoyed  pleasant  and  profitable  inter- 
course with  some  of  our  leading  Christian  young  men  concerning 
the  work  and  prospects  of  our  Association,  and  we  are  gratified  to 
find  that  there  is  at  least  a  latent  interest,  which  may  bo  devel- 
oped by  the  proper  influences.  The  Christian  young  men  of  Bal- 
timore are  not  less  zealous  in  the  cause  of  their  Redeemer  than 
those'of  other  cities,  and  doubtless  are  doing  much  in  their  respect- 
ive churches.  We  believe  that  they  are  not  indisposed  to  engage 
in  the  specific  mission  of  our  Association ;  of  this  we  have  assur- 
ances from  those  with  whom  we  have  conversed.  The  year  isap- 
proaching  its  close,  and  we  are  about  to  enter  upon  a  new  era  in 
its  history,' and  now  is  the  time  to  begin.  We  trust  that  many 
will  come  in  with  us,  and  help  in  a  work  so  important,  so  vital  to 
the  thousands  of  young  men  struggling  in  the  midst  of  trials  and 
temptations  for  support  and  positions  in  this  great  city.— Good 
Newt. 


MICHIGAN. 

Grand  Rapids. — John  Horner,  Uenoral  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  Association,  says : 

"  A  special  prayer-meeting  was  held  in  our  rooms  on  the  second 
Sunday  in  November,  from  4  to  5  p.m.,  for  God's  blessing  upon 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  all  lands.  There  was  a 
full  attendance,  and  great  interest  was  manifested ;  but  above 
all.  the  presence  of  the  Master  was  evidenced  by  the  gracious  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  those  piesent.  The  pastors  of 
the  city  churches  took  part  in  the  exercises." 

MISSOURI. 

Kansas  City.—\i.  S.  Stone,  an  earnest  Association  worker, 
says: 

"  At  length  we  are  beginning  to  see  the  answer  to  our  prayers 
in  regard  to  our  Association.  Many  errors  had  crept  Into  our  old 
constitution,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  so  amend  it  as  to  meet  the 
aims  of  a  Christian  organization.  A  new  constitution  was  adopt- 
ed after  a  careful  framing.  An  election  was  held,  which  resulted 
most  satisfactorily  to  the  Association,  putting  into  office  some  of 
our  warmest-hearted  members,  Following  this  election,  a  grand 
union  mass-meeting  was  called  in  Coates'  opera-house  for  Sunday 
evening,  which  was  responded  to  by  a  crowded  house  of  interested 
hearers.  The  very  full  report  Of  the  Secretary  was  called  the  best 
ever  read  in  Kansas  City,  and  footed  up  as  follows:  Number  of 
persons  assisted,  119  ;  bailed  from  jail,  9 ;  meals  given,  338 ;  ar- 
ticles of  clothing  given,  33  ;  visits  to  calaboose,  30 ;  persons  con- 
versed with,  174;  papers,  magazines,  books,  tracts,  etc.,  distrib- 
uted, 3531 ;  applications  for  employment,  310;  employed,  C3;  re- 
ligious meetings  held,  83  ;  attending  (about),  3310;  visits  to  hos- 
pital, 39 ;  amount  of  money  received,  $923.55  :  disbursed,  $890.78. 

"  An  appeal  was  made  for  more  money,  as  we  had  but  little  in  the 
treasury  for  the  winter's  work.  The  subscriptions  started  at  fifty 
dollars  each,  and  in  a  few  moments  ov«r  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  were  subscribed,  thus  placing  the  Association  ou  a  better 
financial  basis  than  ever  before ;  so  that  now  our  hands  being  full, 
with  the  blessing  of  the  Master,  we  may  go  forth  to  gather  in  the 
harvest.  We  trust  a  new  era  has  dawned  on  our  Association, 
and  we  are  determined  that  the  coming  winter  shall  witness  the 
salvation  of  many  of  the  youug  men  of  our  city.    Our  officers  are : 

"  President,  3.  D.  Bancroft. 

"  tirst  Vice-President,  C.  F.  Holman. 

"  Second  Vice-P 'resident,  A.  O.  Eidemiller. 

"  Corresponding  Secrttary,  E.  M.  Wright. 

"  Recording  Secretary,  i.  N.  Hicks. 

"  Treasurer,  W.  H.  Wynaats." 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Mandtester. — J.  P.  Newell,  President  of  the  Manchester  As- 
sociation, reports  that "  on  the  second  Sabbath  in  November  a 
prayer-meeting  of  an  hour's  duration  was  held  at  our  rooms  in  the 
morning,  and  devoted  entirely  to  prayer  for  God's  blessing  upon 
Association  work.  The  meeting  was  quite  fully  attended,  and  an 
excellent  spirit  prevailed.    We  also  sent  a  written  request  for 


prayers  for  the  same  object  to  the  various  evangelical  pastors  of 
the  city." 

NEW-YORK. 

Albany. — The  Ambassador,  a  new  paper  just  started  by  the 
Albany  Association,  contains  the  following  exposition  of  its  aim 
and  object : 

" '  Well,  what  will  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  do 
next  ?  They  loft  their  rooms  in  North  Pearl-street  for  their  pres- 
ent location,  and  incurred  a  three  thousand  dollar  debt  in  making 
the  change.  They  have  run  concerts  and  lectures,  colored  min- 
strelsy and  auctions,  at  high  prices  and  low  prices,  and  finally  free 
entertainments  at  no  price  at  all,  except  a  membership  fee.  They 
have  bought  a  gymnasium  and  sold  it  again.  They  have  employ- 
ed secretaries  aud  missionaries  at  large  salaries,  and  suddenly  dis- 
missed them.  Aud  now  they  have  taken  to  publishing  a  paper. 
What  does  it  mean  ? '  These  words,  or  something  similar,  may 
bo  upon  the  lips  of  some  who  take  up  this  sheet,  and  we  wish  to 
have  a  little  plain  talk  with  our  friends  on  this  subject.  As  for 
those  who  are  not  friendly  at  heart  to  us,  probably  we  can  say 
nothing  that  will  be  pleasing  or  satisfactory  to  them.  It  is  to 
friends  that  we  speak. 

"  The  meaning  of  our  paper  is  this.  We  wish  to  be  understood. 
For  two  or  three  years  back,  scarcely  any  institution  in  Albany 
has  been  more  prominently  before  the  public  than  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  It  has  done  many  things  which 
have  been  highly  commended,  and  some  things  which  have  been 
severely  criticised ;  yet  the  things  which  have  been  most  generally 
anown  and  talked  about,  have  been  comparatively  incidental  to 
the  important  and  essential  work  which  has  been  done.  The  real 
purpose  of  the  Association,  like  that  of  the  other  similar  institu- 
tions scattered  through  the  land,  is  to  promote  the  success  of 
Christ's  kingdom,  and  second  the  efforts  of  his  Church  in  guarding 
and  saving  the  souls  of  young  men.  And  this  is  the  work  which 
quietly  aud  continually  has  been  going  on  all  the  time.  Strangers 
are  welcomed  to  a  home  ;  young  men  coming  to  the  city  are  in- 
troduced to  church  privileges,,  according  to  their  denominational 
preferences; daily  and  weekly  prayer-meetings, and  other  services, 
are  established  at  the  rooms  of  the  Association ;  open-air  meetings 
are  organized  in  vacious  localities  in  the  summer  time  ;  religious 
services  are  regularly  conducted  every  Sabbath  at  the  city  hospit- 
al and  in  the  jail ;  drunkards  are  rescued  as  brands  from  the  burn- 
ing :  the  vicious  are  reclaimed  ;  the  poor  and  needy  are  clothed 
and  fed  ;  and  a  thousand  untold  andunremembered  influences  are 
ever  going  out  into  the  community  from  this  institution,  which 
contributes  more  than  can  be  estimated  to  the  safety,  happiness, 
and  prosperity _of  the  people  of  our  city. 

"  The  secular  management  of  the  Ascociation,  its  board  of  offi- 
cers, its  lecture  courses,  aud  its  various  efforts  to  raise  money,  are 
only  incidental  to  the  main  object  of  its  existence.  With  sorrow 
be  it  spoken,  a  large  proportion  of  the  people  have  never  cordially 
and  generously  responded  to  the  needs  of  such  a  work  ;  perhaps 
because  they  have  not  thoroughly  known  it ;  or  appreciated  its 
character.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  fact  itself  is  patent,  and 
therefore  tho  few  men  who  have  taken  an  active  interest  iu 
it  have  been  compelled,  besides  sacrificing  largely  their  own 
time  and  money,  to  be  continually  devising  new  schemes  to  sup- 
ply an  empty  ^treasury  with  the  -necessary  funds.  They  may 
have  made  some  mistakes ;  they  may  have  counted  too  largely  on 
the  interest  of  the  churches  and  citizens  in  sustaining  their  efforts ; 
but  they  have  certainly  been  earnest,  laborious,  and  disinterested  in 
those  efforts,  and  have  hadjbut  one  ultimate  purpose  in  view — viz., 
to  sustain  and  carry  on  the  beneficent  Christian  work  which,  wit  n- 
ont  their  seeking,  has  been  thrown  upon  their  shoulders.  Friends 
it  is  to  say  this,  among  other  things,  that  The  Ambassador  has 
come  to'you,  to  show  you  the  work  the  Association  is  doing ;  to 
explain  to  you  why  it  exists,  and  why  it  should  be  supported  ;  to 
tell  you  its  needs ;  but  above  all  else,  to  add  one  more  to  its  means 
of  usefulness  and  Christian  influence." 

Brooklyn.—  Horace  A.  Hooper,  Chairman  of  the  Reception 
Committee,  says :  "  I  wish  I  could  give  you  the  exact  number  of 
persons  who  have  been  welcomed  to  our  rooms  the  past  month. 
I  can  safely  say  hundreds.  Many  have  been  induced  to  join  the 
Association,  and  many  have  been  influenced  to  attend  the  prayer- 
meeting.  We  want  to  make  these  rooms  supply  the  place  of  home 
to  the  young  men  who  are  boarding  in  Brooklyn,  and  have  no 
pleasant  place  to  spend  their  evenings.  We  want  such  a  home 
influence  here  that  strangers  will  feol  at  once  that  they  are  among 
friends — those  who  will  care  for  them,  a*4  take  an  interest  in  their 
welfare.  To  this  end  we  desire  the  hcaity  cooperation  of  all  the 
members." 

At  the  anniversary  of  the  Brooklyn  Association,  addresses  wore 
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made  by  Rev.  William  M.  Taylor,  of  th<»  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
New-York  city,  and  Rev.  Henry  Scudder,  D.D.,  of  Brooklyn.  Rev 
Mr.  Taylor  said : 

"  I  congratulate  yon  who  have  identified  yourselves  with  Christ 
and  his  work.  Keep  close  to  him ;  it  is  your  only  safeguard.  If 
we  could  always  live  in  sight  of  the  cross,  how  many  snares  we 
should  avoid  I  On  a  mariner's  chart  every  sandbar  and  rock  is 
laid  down;  we  can  construct  a  chart  of  life.  The  rock  of  pride, 
on  which  Cain  made  shipwreck,  the  quicksand  of  avarice,  which 
nearly  engulfed  Noah,  the  bar  of  luxury,  which  David  struck,  and 
the  rock  of  self-confidence,  where  Peter  ran  aground ;  while  the 
baneful  fog  of  fashion  closes  around  multitudes  to  their  everlasting 
destruction.  These  perils  are  all  marked  for  our  warning  and  im- 
provement :  while  such  examples  as  Abraham  and  Nehemiah,  and 
many  others,  teach  us  to  take  advantage  of  the  trade-winds,  and 
sail  full  into  the  celestial  haven. 

"  The  voyage  of  life  must  be  prayerfully  prosecuted.  Make  con- 
science your  hourly  companion ;  ask  Christ  constantly  for  help, 
and  never  despair/  When  waves  of  sin  run  high,  and  the  storms 
of  temptation  howl  on  every  side,  listen  for  the  Master's  voice ; 
and  when  heaven's  daylight  dawns,  the  succor  shall  be  eternal, 
and  the  entrance  abundant  to  his  kingdom  and  crown. 

"  To  the  Christians,  the  citizens  of  Brooklyn,  we  say,  rally  to 
the  support  of  this  institution;  you  know  its  object.  To  taw 
young  men  coming  to  you  from  iar-off  lands,  or  ypur  own  rural 
districts.  Think  of  all  the  perilB  which  surround  them.  There  is 
imminent  danger  in  the  very  time  of  life  to  which  they  have  ar- 
rived. A  new  life  surges  within  them,  asserting  itself  with  a 
force  that  neither  they  nor  others  can  understand,  and  to  their  in- 
experience is  added  self-conceit  and  impatience  of  control.  Then, 
too,  let  us  remember  that  we  are  living  in  a  strange  age.  All  old 
creeds,  and  faiths,  and  teachings  are  being  moved  and  sifted  by 
scientific  objectors.  Thousands  are  slipping  from  their  founda- 
tions, thousands  joining  the  ranks  of  the  sceptic  In  these  things 
there  is  a  strong  appeal  to  our  sympathy.  We  build  light-houses 
and  man  boats  for  the  safety  of  those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in 
ships ;  shall  we  not  build  moral  light-houses  like  this  institution, 
to  save  the  souls  fast  sailing  toward  destruction? 

"  Young  men  are  important  to  the  community  at  large.  Chil- 
dren keep  alive  our  humannoss  of  heart.  Venerable  Nestors  lin- 
ger here,  that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of  their  experience.  The 
middle-aged  plan  for  us,  but  the  youDg  men  must  carry  out  those 
plans.  We  rely  upon  them  for  strength  and  enthusiasm  to  com- 
pel success.  The  Apostle  says :  '  I  have  written  unto  you,  young 
men,  because  ye  are  strong ;'  and  if  we  do  not  secure  that  strength 
on  the  side  of  Christ,  it  will  surely  be  snatched  away  by  Satan ; 
we  need  it  for  social  and  political  reformation.  The  young  men 
of  to-day  are  to  be  the  Church  and  State  of  tomorrow.  It  depends 
upon  them  what  shall  be  the  character  of  our  merchants,  our 
churches,  the  state  of  our  literature,  the  reputation  of  our  legisla 
tures,  and  our  statesmen  of  the  future.  They  have  the  history  of 
the  next  twenty-five  years  pretty  much  in  their  own  hands.  If  we 
neglect  to  draw  them  to  the  cross,  we  turn  back  the  shadow  on 
the  dial  of  the  nations  for  years. 

"  But  I  am  not  content  to  plead  the  cause  of  this  institution  on 
the  low  level  of  social,  ecclesiastical,  or  national  interest.  1  ask 
you  to  help  it  for  Christ's  sake." 

Rev.  Dr.  Scudder  said : 

"  God  has  so  arranged  things  in  this  world  that  his  work  is  not 
complete  without  man's  work.  Humanity  cooperating  with  divin- 
ity. And  when  the  world  is  to  be  spiritually  cultivated,  the  two 
must  work  together.  Now,  who  are  to  do  this  work  ?  Ministers 
cannot ;  they  will  never  convert  the  world ;  not  from  lack  of  de- 
sire, but  there  are  not  enough  of  them ;  and  if  the  world  is  ever  to 
be  brought  to  a  knowledge  of  God,  the  laity  must  wheel  into  line. 
Ministers  may  be  chosen  as  captains  and  colonels,  but  we  must 
have  the  entire  company  of  iniantry  and  artillery  to  accomplish 
anything.' 

"  We  cannot  look  to  old  men— they  have  one  foot  in  the  grave ; 
but  our  hope  is  in  the  young  men.  Prussia  knows  what  she  is 
about ;  she  makes  her  children  go  to  school ;  makes  her  young 
men  go  into  the  army ;  and  therefore  she  stands  the  proudest, 
strongest  power  of  Europe  to-day.  We  must  set  young  men  to 
capture  young  men.  It  is  said  some  ministers  are  jealous  of  these 
institutions ;  if  so,  I  am  not  of  them.  If  any  work  can  be  done  for 
Christ  outside  the  churches,  let  it  be  done.  But  I  deny  that  it  is 
outside.  Pray,  who  are  you,  the  workers  here  ?  Do  you  not  all 
belong  to  churches  'I  and  are  we  not  coming  to  that  point  where 
we  recognize  but  one  universal  Church,  and  all  the  others  as 
branches?  I  have  no  fear  of  such  institutions  depleting  our 
churches  any  more  than  the  blood  which  courses  through  the  ar- 
teries will  deplete  the  heart.  It  comes  back  again  revived  and 
bounding  with  fresh  life ;  and  such  will  be  the  reflex  action  of 
such  institutions  upon  our  churches. 

"  The  aim  of  this  institution  is  certainly  beyond  criticism.  To 
turn  from  evil,  to  promote  mental,  moral,  and  spiritual  culture, 
are  certainly  praiseworthy  objects.    The  field  before  you,  young 


men,  is  immense.  There  are  abundant  materials  to  work  upon ; 
there  are  strong  men  whom  you  can  draw  out,  weak  men  to  be 
upheld  and  rescued  from  slums  and  saloons;  left  to  these  they 
will  grow  unsightly,  gnarled,  deformed.  Be  it  yours  to  bring 
them  to  the  better  growth. 

"  Now,  about  the  manner  of  your  rescuing.  My  boys  went  out 
one  night  in  California,  *  moon  shooting.'  The  ducks  came,  but 
they  couldn't  see  them,  and  fired  at  the  splash.  They  bagged 
some  game,  but  no  ducks.  So,  I  am  afraid  that  in  the  appliances 
which  you  build  around  you,  the  expansion  of  the  institution,  you 
may  lose  your  concentration  of  personal  effort,  and  fire  at  a  splash. 
Above  all  thing  be  specific.  Go  after  individual  men.  Be  per- 
sistent. Never  give  a  mah  dp.  Be  patient.  There  are  times 
when  a  locomotive,  with  all  its  tremendous  force,  is  obliged  to  go 
slowly  and  heavily. ' 

"  In  patience,  possess  ye  your  souls."  Be  enthusiastic.  Don't  be 
afraid  of  wearing  yourself  out.  1  would  rather  be  the  bright,  rap- 
id wheel,  though  the  axle  takes  fire.  It  is  rust  that  wears  out — 
eats  out.  Enthusiasm  is  a  mighty  force  in  man — carries  every- 
thing before  it,  and  without  it  there  is  no  success." — Advocate. 

Brooklyn,  E.  D. — This  Association  gave  a  very  pleasant  en- 
tertainment to  its  friends,  the  evening  before  Thanksgiving.  An 
address  was  delivered  by  G.  W.  Bungay.  An  essay  was  read  by 
N.  Wakayama,  Japanese  Commissioner,  and  a  pleasing  variety  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  was  given.  Refreshments,  consist- 
ing of  grapes,  bananas,  oranges,  cake,  and  lemonade,  were  fur- 
nished in  great  abundance.    The  large  hall  was  crowded. 

Camden. — E.  N.  Manley,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
says:  "The  Camden  Association  discontinued  operations  nine 
months  since."  He  adds :  "  My  church  prayer-meeting  remem- 
bered the  Associations,  the  second  Sunday  in  November,  and  will 
ever  pray  for  them." 

Harlem,.— Richard  L.  Purdy,  President  of  the  Harlem  branch 
of  the  New- York  Association,  sends  us  the  following  pleasing  re- 
port :  "  A  special  service  of  prayer  was  held  at  our  rooms,  Sunday, 
November  10th,  commencing  at  4\  o'clock  p.m.,  several  of  the 
ministers  of  Harlem  being  present  and  taking  part  in  the  exercises. 
The  rooms  were  crowded,  and  many  earnest  prayers  were  offered 
for  God's  blessing  on  the  work  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tions in  this  and  in  other  lands.  At  the  termination  of  the  services, 
and,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  a  very  appropriate  conclusion  to  the  same — 
affixing,  as  it  were,  the  seal  to  our  prayers — a  collection  was  taken 
up  in  behalf  of  the  Young's  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Rome, 
Italy." 

New  Utrecht. — The  fourth  anniversary  of  the  New  Utrecht 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  held  in  their  pleasant 
hall,  on  Thursday  evening,  December  12th,  1872,  and  was  a  spirited 
meeting.  The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  the  ex- 
President,  Rev.  D.  S.  Sutphen.  Ttie  President  of  the  Associa 
tion,  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Hegeman,  presented  his  annual  report,  from 
which  it  appeared,  among  other  work  in  the  usual  methods,  the 
Visiting  Committee  had  placed  a  copy  of  the  Bible  in  every  des- 
titute family  in  the  town.  The  Treasurer  reported  the  receipts 
for  the  year,  $876,  and  the  disbursements  for  expenses,  painting 
of  house,  etc ,  $764,  leaving  a  balance  of  over  (100.  Dr.  Verra- 
nus  Morse  was  then  introduced.  After  congratulating  the  mem- 
bers on  having  a  home  of  their  own,  he  gave  an  earnest  and  in- 
structive address  on  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations. He  said  it  was  not  antagonigtical  to  the  Church,  nor 
supplementary  thereto,  but  an  agency  of  the  Church  as  the  Sab- 
bath-school is,  by  which  young  men  are  reached.  He  spoke  of  the 
need  of  such  agencies  in  the  cities  to  gather  in  those  who  are 
there  and  meet  those  who  come,  to  seek  to  develop  in  them  the 
characteristics  cf  Christian  manhood.  He  mentioned  the  means 
by  which  this  is  to  be  accomplished,  by  making  the  rooms  at- 
tractive, by  instruction  end  entertainments,  and  especially  by 
earnest,  sympathetic,  personal  work  which  brings  a  rich  reward. 

Rev.  Mr.  Barnes,  of  the  Cumberland -str  jet  Mission,  f611owed  in 
an  earnest  and  vigorous  manner.  He  presented  three  objects 
which  the  Association  should  strive  after :  1.  A  reform  in  many 
things  that  bring  discredit  upon  business  life.  2.  A  reform  in 
social  life,  especially  in  the  churches,  influencing  the  members  to 
a  wider  sympathy  and  a  deeper  personal  interest  in  young  men 
which  will  prompt  them  to  furnish  healthful  and  Christian  soci- 
ety, and  not  leave  them  alone  or  to  the  necessity  of  seeking 
unchristian  society.  3.  A  reform  in  individual  life,  by  bringing; 
them  to  Christ.  The  last  he  illustrated  as  the  most  effectual 
means  of  securing  the  former.  The  meeting  closed  with  the 
hymn,  "  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name,"  and  the  benediction. 
The  Association  starts  out  with  good  prospects  upon  its  fifth  year. 

D.S.  S. 
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JPoughkeeprte. — The  anniversary  meeting  of  this  Association 
was  fall  and  enthusiastic.  Wo  take  the  following  extracts  from 
the  President's  report,  published  in  the  Daily  Eagle  : 

"The  landmark  which  distinguishes  our  history  in  the  past 
year  is  our  entran  ce  into  a  building  of  our  own ;  not  that  we  re- 
gard the  building  as  in  itself  the  end  and  aim  of  our  efforts,  but  as 
a  powerful  instrument  to  be  used  actively  and  earnestly  for  our 
Master.  Gratifying  results  have  already  manifested  themselves 
Bince  we  have  been  in  possession  of  the  building,  although  circum- 
stances in  some  respects  have  been  very  much  against  us. 

"  Bat  notwithstanding  every  hindrance,  we  have  lost  no  ground 
in  any  department  of  our  work,  and  many  positive  advances  have 
been  made. 

"  Much  time  has  also  been  consumed  in  the  careful  preparation 
of  plans,  which  are  now  just  beginning  to  be  put  in  operation. 

"  Care  was  taken  in  the  arrangement  of  our  rooms  to  use  all  the 
Bpace  to  the  best  possible  advantage,  with  reference  to  the  various 
objects  in  view,  and  the  result,  in  nearly  every  respect,  is  satis- 
factory. The  style  of  finish  adopted  is  plain  and  substantial,  with 
only  so  much  of  ornament  as  seems  to  be  required  in  a  public 
building,  and  the  entire  work  has  been  done  in  a  very  thorough 
manner  by  our  builders. 

"  In  all  the  arrangements  for  the  use  of  our  building,  we  have 
studied  the  convenience  and  accommodation  of  the  public,  and 
our  members  enjoy  no  privileges  save  that  of  voting  and  controll- 
ing the  policy  of  the  institution,  which  is  not  shared  equally  by 
others. 

"  We  are  surprised,  after  eight  years  of  management  upon  this 
principle,  to  find  frequent  instances  of  misapprehension  among 
our  Citizens  upon  this  point.  So  we  would  once  more  state, 
plainly,  that  our  reading-room,  library,  and  parlors  stand  open, 
day  and  evening,  absolutely  free  for  all,  both  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, who  wish  to  visit  them.  It  would  be  impossible  to  throw 
open  our  gymnasium  with  equal  freedom ;  but  in  its  control  we 
have  followed  in  the  course  of  other  Associations,  in  aiming  at  as 
liberal  measures  as  are  consistent  with  our  own  protection.  The 
admission  fee  in  gymnasiums  usually  is  double  or  quadruple  that 
which  we  have  fixed  upon.  The  gymnasium  requires  consider- 
able outlay  for  lighting,  heating,  repairs,  and  salary  of  teachers, 
and  when  any  number  of  persons  are  exercising,  it  is  necessary 
that  some  one  should  stand  on  guard  to  provide  against  disturb- 
ances and  protect  our  property.  This  duty  consumes  a  good 
share  of  our  janitor's  time.  Bo  liar  as  we  can  judge  from  our  pres- 
ent experience,  the  income  from  the  gymnasium  will  little  more 
than  pay  its  expenses.  Two  hundred  persons  have  now  pur- 
chased gymnasium  tickets  for  longer  or  shorter  periods.  We  are 
greatly  indebted  to  Dr.  O.  M.  Shedd,  for  his  voluntary  offer  to  in- 
struct a  clous  in  light  gymnastics,  for  which  he  is  admirably 
qualified.  We  have  also  engaged  a  teacher  to  give  three  lessons 
a  week  in  the  use  of  the  apparatus. 

"  The  original  cost  of  our  building  was  $32,500,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  the  alterations  $13,S00 ;  total,  $40,000.  As  some  of  the 
work  has  just  been  done,  and  the  accounts  are  still  unsettled,  we 
cannot  give  the  precise  amount. 

"  The  building  is  regarded  by  good  judges  as  now  worth  con- 
siderably above  its  cost. 

"  In  addition  to  the  amount  reported  by  our  Treasurer  in  the 
building  fund,  we  have  pledges  amounting  to  $3400,  payable  dur- 
ing the  next  year,  and  about  $1100,  payable  by  the  terms  of  sub- 
scription during  the  following  three  years,  so  that  our  total  re- 
sources toward  payment  for  the  building,  including  the  payments 
made  last  year,  are  about  $23,500. 

"  Among  the  contributions  to  our  building  fund  were  tome  vol- 
untarily given  us  from  places  in  the  country  where  we  had  as- 
sisted in  religious  meetings,  which  were  especially  welcome  as 
testifying  the  regard  in  which  our  efforts  were  held. 

"  We  nope  to  secure  additional  pledges  during  the  year,  and  to 
have  our  debt  entirely  removed  before  many  years  have  passed. 

"  Our  efforts  in  the  direction  of  raising  funds  have  been  so 
largely  directed  to  our  building  fund  that  we  are  obliged  for  the 
first  time  in  our  experience  to  report  a  small  deficiency  in  our 
current  expenses,  but  a  subscription,  now  in  progress  among  oar 
own  members  will  provide  the  means  to  meet  it. 

"  In  furnishing  our  rooms,  we  have  as  yet  procured  only  what 
is  necessary  for  their  comfortable  use ;  but  in  so  doing,  we  have 
contracted  an  indebetedness  of  about  $1000.  The  ladies  of  the 
city,  however,  have  very  kindly  taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and 
are  now  arranging  for  a  fair, which  we  have  no  doubt  will  relieve  us 
irom  this  embarrassment.  They  have  already  raised  funds  among 
themselves  to  provide  carpets  for  our  parlors. 

"  Our  rooms  are  offered,  without  expense,  to  all  union,  benev- 
olent, or  religious  associations,  and  several  such  societies  have 
already  availed  themselves  of  the  use  of  our  parlors  for  their 
meetings.  We  also  accommodate  several  other  organizations,  at 
moderate  rents,  with  pleassnter  rooms  than  they  could  easily  find 
elsewhere. 

"  We  can  report  a  small  Increase  In  our  membership,  our  num- 


bers being  at  present  172  active  members,  40  associate,  and  18 
honorary  ;  total,  230.  We  welcome  very  gladly  to  our  member- 
ship any  who  feel  an  interest  in  oar  work,  and  who  desire  to  have 
their  names  enrolled  with  us ;  but  we  do  not  count  as  members 
those  who  simply  avail  themselves  of  our  gymnasium  or  other 
privileges.  By  so  doing,  we  might  swell  our  list  very  largely,  but 
would  probably  add  but  very  little  to  our  real  strength. 

"  The  number  of  volumes  in  our  library  is  725. 

"  The  number  of  papers  in  our  reading-room  has  been  some- 
what Increased,  but  not  so  largely  as  we  would  desire,  if  our 
means  allowed.  We  have  now  on  file  eight  dailies,  twenty-seven 
weeklies,  and  fourteen  monthlies.  We  nave  the  foundation  of  a 
reference  library  on  the  Scriptures,  and  hope  to  increase  it  so 
that  it  may  prove  a  valuable  help  to  Bible-students. 

"A  new  charter  was  obtained  from  the  legislature  last  winter, 
according  to  which  the  general  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Association  is  entrusted  to  a  board  of  seven  directors,  who  must 
represent  at  least  three  different  evangelical  denominations. 
There  is  also  a  board  of  seven  trustees,  representing  at  least  five 
different  evangelical  churches.  Corresponding  changes  have  been 
made  in  our  constitution,  and  several  new  committees  of  the  As- 
sociation have  been  appointed.  This  coarse  has  produced  excel- 
lent results,  as  the  ordinary  meetings  of  the  Association  are  relieved 
from  the  discussion  of  details,  and  left  free  for  social  and  devo- 
tional exercises,  while  at  the  same  time  our  business  affairs  are 
more  systematically  conducted.  No  committee  is  authorized  to 
contract  any  indebtedness  without  a  previous  appropriation  from 
the  Board  of  Directors. 

"  The  reception  committee  consists  of  twelve  members,  two  of 
whom  are  at  the  rooms  every  evening  to  receive  and  entertain 
strangers. 

"  The  entertainment  committee  have  made  arrangements  for  an 
excellent  course  of  ten  lectures  and  concerts  during:  the  winter. 
Admission  is  free,  but  can  be  obtained  only  by  tickets,  which 
have  been  distributed  among  the  young  men  of  the  city,  with  the 
double  expectation  that  they  would  derive  real  benefit  from  the 
course,  and  that,  through  attendance  upon  the  lectures,  they 
would  become  familiarized  with  the  other  advantages  ot  the  As- 
sociation. 

"A  visiting  committee  has  also  been  appointed,  who  have 
charge  of  all  cases  of  sickness  or  other  necessities  which  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Association,  and  see  that  such  cases  receive 
proper  attention.  Through  their  agency,  and  that  of  our  Secre- 
tary, a  number  of  such  cases  have  received  timely  relief,  and  warm 
thanks  have  been  returned  us  for  it. 

"  It  would  be  Impossible  to  conduct  so  varied  a  work  as  ours 
entirely  by  the  volunteer  efforts  of  our  members,  so  we  have  been 
obliged  to  engage  the  services  of  a  Secretary,  who  devotee  his 
whole  time  to  the  details  of  our  work,  while  he  also  maintains 
the  supervision  of  our  rooms.  In  order  to  make  our  work  known 
to  our  citizens,  and  especially  to  strangers,  placards  have  been 
prepared,  neatly  printed  and  adorned  with  a  picture  of  our  build- 
ing, which  will  be  hang  in  all  our  public  places.  We  intend, 
also,  to  make  free  use  of  the  press,  both  in  the  papers  and  by 
means  of  circulars.  , 

"A  new  selection  of  hymns  have  been  prepared  during  the 
year,  and  an  edition  of  8000  printed.  They  are  very  convenient 
for  use  in  our  various  meetings,  and  have  also  been  furnished  to 
several  other  Associations. 

"  Our  young  men's  prayer-meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  con- 
tinues to  be  a  source  of  spiritual  power  and  growth,  the  influence 
of  which  extends  over  the  whole  field  of  our  work,  and  we  have 
always  had  some  strangers  present,  in  response  to  our  invitations, 
since  entering  our  new  rooms.  » 

"Ourmembeis  are  all  given  of  necessity  to  the  busy  cares  of 
life,  and  many  of  them  cannot  control  their  own  time,  being  em- 
ployed by  others.  They  also  put  their  work  in  their  own 
churches  first  before  everything  else,  while  many  of  them  are  ac- 
tively engaged  in  mission  work  in  different  directions ;  yet  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  we  announce  and  .emphasize  the.  utterance— 
our  young  men  have  never  forgotten  our  prayer  meeting.  But 
throughout  the  year,  with  all  the  changes  of  climate,  and  the  ex- 
citement of  a  heated  political  strife,  they  have  always  rallied  at 
the  appointed  hoar,  and  put  up  to  God  earnest  prayer  for  His 
blessing  upon  our  work. 

"  A  list  of  subjects  for  our  prayer-meetings  has  been  carefully 
prepared  and  posted  in  the  rooms.  They  give  point  and  direc- 
tion to  the  exercises,  while  they  are  not  so  closely  followed  aa  to 
cause  formality. 

"  We  have  now  established  a  monthly  meeting  on  the  first 
Wednesday  evening  of  each  month,  which  is  thrown  open  to  the 
general  public,  an  invitation  which  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  ex- 
tend in  our  old  rooms.  In  addition  to  attending  to  necessary 
business,  the  exercises  are  designed  to  be  of  a  varied  character, 
prominence  being  sometimes  given  to  addresses  from  our  pastors 
and  others,  and  sometimes  to  social  intercourse  or  devotional  ex- 
ercises. 
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"  Oar  reception-room  and  parlors  are  thrown  open  on  Sundays 
from  1  to  6  p.m.,  and  are  supplied  with  religious  books  and 
papers,  furnishing  a  quiet  and  pleasant  resort  (or  those  who  do  not 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  home. 

"  A  Bible-class,  which  we  have  looked  upon  as  a  desirable 
feature  in  every  Association,  has  very  recently  been  established, 
meeting  on  Sunday  afternoons  at  four  o'clock.  It  is  entirely  in- 
formal and  conversational,  and  tue  meetings  held  have  been 
highly  prized  by  those  present.  It  is  our  hope  and  purpose  that 
this  may  prove  a  permanent  feature  in  our  Association,  and  one 
of  great  value. 

'•  The  Sunday-school  and  prayer-meetings  at  Faith  chapel  have 
been  maintained  throughout  the  year,  the  former  with  an  average 
attendance  of  eighty  scholars  and  twelve  teachers. 

"  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  have  been  held  at  the  Almshouse 
during  the  year,  the  members  of  the  committee  being  very  reg- 
ular in  their  own  attendance,  and  receiving  occasional  help  from 
our  pastors.  Not  only  does  this  work  commend  itself  to  every 
philanthropic  and  Christian  mind,  but  some  marked  results  have 
been  noted  in  the  dealings  with  the  inmates  since  our  committee 
begun  their  labors. 

"  Feeling  that  there  was  a  neglected  field  at  the  jail,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  last  spring  to  hold  services  there.  The  atten- 
tion and  interest  manifested,  as  the  committee  have  gone  in  from 
Sabbath  to  Sabbath  to  read  the  Divine  Word  and  sing  and  pray, 
tells  conclusively  that  no  human  hearts  ate  closed  entirely  to  di- 
vine influences.  Tracts  and  religious  papers  from  our  tiles  have 
been  distributed  both  by  this  and  the  Almshouse  Committee.  A 
weekly  supply  of  papers  from  our  rooms  has  also  been  offered  to 
St.  Barnabas  Hospital. 

"  Another  committee  has  very  recently  taken  charge  of  religious 
services  at  the  Old  Ladies'  Home,  where  they  receive  a  very  cor- 
dial welcome  from  all  the  family,  and  feel  that  their  efforts  are 
fully  appreciated. 

"  Open-air  meetings  were  held  at  the  City  Hall  square  during 
the  warm  weather,  and  attentive  listeners  were  present.  The 
clergymen  ot  the  city  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  commit- 
tee in  addressing  the  meetings. 

"  The  Tract  Committee  have  continued  their  labors  during  the 
year,  save  wheu  interrupted  by  the  lack  of  materia],  there  having 
been  great  delay  in  filling  some  of  their  orders.  Since  their  or- 
ganization, a  year  ago  last  April,  they  have  distributed  about 
50,000  tracts  and  leaflets. 

•'  The  majority  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  was  again  ap- 
pointed by  the  last  convention  lrom  this  Association,  and  through 
their  efforts,  we  are  exerting  an  influence  among  other  Associ- 
ations, 

"  Our  religious  work  has  been  most  visibly  blessed  in  the  meet- 
ings wljich  have  been  held  in  the  country  under  direction  of  the 
committee  on  outside  meetings.  About  150  meetings  have  been 
held  in  different  neighborhoods,  distant  from  two  to  eight  miles 
from  the  city,  and  have  been  attended  by  about  500  delegates. 
Most  of  the  delegates  were  members  of  our  Association,  but  we 
were  assisted  by  many  earnest  Christian  men  who  are  not  directly 
connected  with  us. 

"  In  several  of  these  neighborhoods,  a  very  deep  religious  feel- 
ing was  manifested  last  winter,  and  many  of  the  meetings  were 
intensely  interesting. 

"  A  single  thought  in  [connection  with  this  work.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  enter  into  such  services,  and  partake  with  the 
spirit  ol  God  in  soul-caving,  unless  we  possess  in  our  hearts  the 
lile  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  we  are  successful  only  as 
we  are  rooted  and  grounded  in  Christ's  love.  And  as  these  gifts 
are  only  purchased  oy  consecration  of  our  all  to  Him,  and  a  will- 
ingness to  deny  ourselves,  take  up  our  cross  and  follow  Him, 
may  God  help  us  to  put  ourselves  more  than  ever  before,  where 
He  can  work  in  and  through  us  for  His  glory. 

"  It  is  evident  from  this  review,  which  has  been  made  as  brief 
as  possible,  that  a  greater  variety  and  amount  of  work  has  been 
undertaken  this  year  than  ever  before. 

"  The  influence  of  our  new  situation,  and  of  our  enlarged  ef- 
forts, has  been  very  manifest  in  the  closer  union  effected  among 
our  members,  and  in  their  readiness  to  be  and  to  do  anything  in 
our  work  for  Christ.  There  was  never  a  time  in  our  history  when 
we  could  depend  on  so  many,  ready,  and  devoted  helpers  in  all 
departments  of  our  work  as  at  present,  and  not  the  least  of  the 
progress  that  it  is  our  privilege  to  report  is  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  Christian  character  among  our  own  workers. 

"  We  urge  most  heartily  the  cooperation  of  all  young  men  in- 
terested in  our  work,  for  our  forces  are  necessarily  taxed  heavily 
to  sustain  and  carry  forward  all  that  we  have  upon  our  hands. 

"  In  conclusion,  we  would  earnestly  entreat  all  who  have  so 
kindly  and  [generously  assisted  us  in  the  past  to  pray  that  the 
blessing  ot  God  may  more  richly  rest  upon  us  in  the  future ;  that 
we  may  be,  as  we  desire  to  be,  a  power  in  this  city  to  save  young 
men  from  places  of  intemperance  and  wickedness,  and  to  bring 
them  into  the  fold  of  Christ." 


Home. — The  annual  day  of  prayer  for  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  was  observed  in  a  becoming  manner  by  our  own  Asso- 
sociation.  Two  special  services  were  held  at  our  rooms  during  the 
day.  There  was  a  prayer-meeting  at  0  a.m.,  and  though  the  attend- 
ance was  not  large,  it  was  an  occasion  of  interest  and  profit.  At  8 
P.M.  a  union  prayer-meeting  was  held,  followed  by  the  usual  song 
service.  The  rooms  were  filled  to  overflowing,  and  we  trust  the 
interest  manifested  will  not  pass  with  the  occasion.  Rov.  Mr.  Pea- 
body,  of  the  Baptist  church,  conducted  the  exorcises,  closing  with 
a  few  earnest  and  practical  remarks.— Once-a-Month. 

Saratoga  Springs.— The  Association  recently  gave  a  very 
pleasant  reception  at  the  Town  Hall.  The  Daily  Saratogian  says : 

"  The  utmost  good  feeling  prevailed,  and  we  recognized  in  the 
promenade,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  social  conversation,  Episco- 
palians, Methodists,  Baptists,  Presbyterians,  and  Congregational- 
lsts,  all  vieing  with  each  other  in  cordial  fraternity.  It  was  a 
pleasant  sight,  and  ought  to  dispel  any  bigoted  and  extreme  idea 
of  denominational  antagonisms. 

"  After  a  short  voluntary  on  the  piano  by  J.  A.  Waterbury,  Rev. 
J.  N.  Crocker,  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  and  President 
of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  made  a  few  introduc- 
tory remarks.  He  stated  that  it  was  his  highest  honor  to  extend 
to  them  all  a  cordial  welcome ;  that  sectarian  principles  were 
proper  in  their  place,  but  that  on  this  occasion  they  all  assembled 
in  Christian  harmony  and  unanimity  of  sentiment.  The  speaker 
then  called  upon  the  audience  to  join  with,  him  in  invoking  the 
Divine  blessing.  Following  the  prayer,  all  united  in  singing  two 
stanzas  of  '  All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  name.' 

"  On  the  platform  were  represented  the  various  denominations, 
as  follows :  Rev.  J.N.  Crocker,  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  chu'eh ; 
Rav.  Dr.  N.  W.  Camp,  of  the  Bethesda  church  ;  Rev.  L.  S.  Row- 
land, of  the  Congregational  church ;  Rev.  F.  M.  Newman,  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church ;  Rev.  E.  A.  Woods,  of  the  Baptistchurch ; 
Rev.  J.  M.  King,  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church ;  be- 
sides Prof.  H.  A.  Wilson,  and  S.  E.  Bushnell,  ex-Presidents  of  the 
Association ;  also  B  F.  Edwards  and  J.  A.  Waterbury. 

"  The  President  then  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  N.  W.  Camp,  who  pro- 
ceeded in  a  happy  strain  for  a  few  moments,  and  was  warmly  ap- 
plauded at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks. 

"  Rev.  L.  S.  Rowland  was  then  introduced,  and  stated  that  Dr. 
Camp  had  made  his  speech.  He  continued  that  though  Christians 
were  divided  into  ditterent  battalions,  as  it  were,-  they  were  all 
fighting  for  one  common  object,  and  it  was  one  of  the  most  encour- 
aging auspices  of  the  age  that,  as  time  passed  on,  the  different  de- 
nominations were  approaching  nearer  together.  The  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  tended  to  bring  Christians  together. 
This  is  one  of  the  marked  advances  of  the  century,  and  would 
have  been  opposed  by  our  forefathers.  He  believed  Christianity 
was  comprehensive,  and  that  it  included  all  the  walks  of  lite. 
The  campaign  opened  finely,  and  he  heartily  approved  their  all 
joining  together  and  forming  a  large  body  of  Christian  workers. 

"  Prof.  H.  A.  Wilson  followed  next,  and  reviewed  pleasantly  but 
briefly  the  history  of  the  Association  in  Saratoga,  touchingly  al- 
luding to  his  co-laborers  now  numbered  with  the  dead.  He  said 
that  tue  Association  was  started  for  a  success,  had  been  a  success 
and  will  continue  to  be  a  success.  He  called  for  sympathy  and 
support  for  it,  and  impressed  upon  his  hearers  that  the  Associ- 
ation belonged  to  no  single  denomination,  but  to  them  all  as  one ; 
in  short,  belonged  to  Saratoga  Springs. 

"  Rev.  F.  M.  Newman  said  he  was  glad  to  be  there,  and  added  that 
the  occasion  gave  him  new  proofs  of  the  power  which  is  in  Chris- 
tian effort.  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  however,  whether  associations 
or  societies  should  attempt  to  do  the  work  of  the  Church.  The 
Church  has  from  its  Divine  Head  all  the  means  necessary  for 
man's  culture  as  a  social,  moral,  and  religious  being.  In  Chris- 
tian and  other  Associations  are  found  those  choice  spirits  who  have 
been  compelled  there,  because  the  Church  would  not  let  them 
expand  sufficiently  within  its  borders,  The  Church  of  the  future 
is  going  to  care  for  man  in  all  his  relations.  '^That  Church  may  bo 
called  by  one  of  the  names  current  among  us  to-day,  or  no  name. 
To  this  Church,  he  believed,  the  public  would  give  its  allegiance, 
and  obtain  the  full  measure  of  God's  blessing. 

"  Rev.  E.  A.  Woods  spoke  next.  He  stated  that  he  had  but  one 
word  to  say.  He  believed  in  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
working  for  young  men.  In  referring  to  Mr.  Newman's  remarks, 
he  believed  in  the  work  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  cause  of  Christ 
could  be  better  served  by  being  divided.  He  liked  his  church  ; 
others  liked  their  church,  and  he  liked  them  for  It.  He  thought 
that  each  denomination  had  a  work  to  do,  and  should  do  its  own 
work.  In  conclusion,  he  stated  that  every  man  should  think  for 
himself,  work  for  the  Church,  and  especially  for  young  men. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  King  was  the  next  speaker,  and  announced  that  he 
had  the  advantage  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  addressed  them, 
in  being  allowed  to  use  notes ;  and  that  he  would  try  to  confine 
himself  entirely  to  his  notes,  provided  he  was  able  to  read  them. 
He  then  stated  that  ho  was  instructed  by  the  lecture  committee 
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to  make  the  following  report  for  1873 :  January  Oth,  Mrs.  Scott- 
Siddon?,  Headings.  January  23d,  N.  W.  Camp,  D.D.,  subject, 
•'  Tuo  Platform,  the  Pulpit,  and  the  Press."  February  6th,  Kev. 
L.  S.  Rowland,  subject,  "  Literature  of  Wit  and  Humor."  Febru- 
ary 30th,  Rev.  E.  A.  Woods,  subject,  "  Men,  and  how  we  measure 
them"  March  6tb,  George  Macdonald,  of  England,  subject, "  John 
Milton.''  March  20th,  Rev.  F.  M.  Newman,  subject  (to  be  an- 
nounced). April  3d,  Rev.  J.  M.  King,  subject,  "  A  day  and  a  night 
in  Venice."  Not  included  in  the  course,  but  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Association :  February  22d,  celebration  of  Washington's  birth- 
day, with  patriotic  music,  and  an  oration  by  Hon.  C.  S.  Lester. 
■'  Mr.  King  added  that  the  committee  had  departed  somewhat  from 
the  usual  course,  and  have  presented  in  the  midst  of  the  array  of 
foreign  talent,  names  representing  faces  familiar  to  them,  hoping 
by  their  favor  to  make  the  experiment  a  successful  one.  He  also 
stated  that  the  price  of  tickets  has  been  placed  at  a  figure  so  low, 
that  it  will  necessitate  the  tale  of  a  large  number  in  order  to  meet 
the  expenses.  And  in  this  connection  it  ought  to  be  stated  that 
the  Association  incurs  no  expense  hy  the  employment  of  home  lec- 
turers. At  the  dose,  the  President,  in  a  few  remarks,  informs  d 
the  audience  that  the  Association  had  been  five  hundred  dollars 
in  debt,  but  that  six  hundred  dollars  had  bren  raised,  which  would 
liquidate  all  indebtedness,  yet  that  they  would  be  willing  to  re- 
ceive subscriptions  for  its  aid. 

"  Tne  announcement  was  then  made  that  refreshments  were 
now  in  order  at  the  tables  ia  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation rooms,  on  the  lower  floor.  The  tables  were  kept  filled  until 
a  late  hour.  During  the  intervals  the  major  portion  of  the  assem- 
blage in  the  large  hall  passed  the  time  in  promenading,  social  con- 
versation, and  in  listening  to  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  The 
tables  were  neatly  arranged,  bauntifully  filled,  and  most  admirably 
served  by  the  ladies,  reflecting  great  credit  on  the  ladies  and  gen- 
tlemen having  this  department  in  charge.  The  reception  finally 
closed  at  a  little  alter  eleven  o'clock,  when  all  dispersed  to  their 
respective  homes,  pronouncing  the  occasion  a  grand  success." 

Utica. — This  Association  does  not  intend  to  stay  out  in  the  cold. 
It  proposes  to  employ  a  General  Secretary,  and  also  to  build  itself 
a  house.  ■ 

oirio. 

Akron. — The  rooms  of  the  Association  are  attractively  fitted 
up.  The  open-air  mea  ings  the  past  season  were  well  attended. 
Religious  services  are  maintained  in  several  neighboring  places 
hitherto  destitute.  A  good  course  of  lectures  has  been  secured. 
J.  8.  Lane  is  President. 

Cleveland.— For  the  month  of  October,  the  total  attendance 
at  noon-day  prayer-meeting  was  T513 ;  Sunday  afternoon,  800 ;  Sat- 
urday evening,  240 ;  delegations  sent  out,  9 ;  number  of  meetings 
held  by  delegates,  28 ;  number  of  requests  for  prayers  at  noon- 
meeting  during  the  month,  64 ;  number  joining  the  church  of 
their  choice,  as  reported  to  us,  8 ;  total  attendance  at  rooms  for  the 
month,  2954. 

RAILWAY  BRANCH  KEADIKO-KOOMS — REPORT  FOR  OCTOBER. 

"Your  Committee  takes  pleasure  in  reporting  an  attendance  of 
1435  readers,  271  registered  visitors,  and  233  attending  the  Sun- 
day services,  a  total  of  1909  for  the  month.  This  is  a  smaller  to- 
tal than  for  some  months  past ;  but  the  attendance  of  railroad  em- 
ployees (the  class  especially  desired  to  reach  and  influence)  has 
been  greater  than  during  any  previous  month.  Eleven  visits  hape 
been  made  to  injured  men,  of  whom  there  are  two.  We  have  no 
sick  to  report. 

"  Two  volumes  have  been  donated  to  the  library ,-  four  men  have 
signed  the  temperance  pledge;  employment  on  the  roads  has 
been  furnished  to  three  men. 

"  On  the  11th,  another  delegation  visited  ihe  '  Gravel  Pit,'  and 
held  four  meetings ;  great  interest  is  manifested  in  these  meetings, 
and  many  have  been  led  to  accept  Cflrist  by  these  visitations. 

"  On  Thursday  evening,  the  17th,  the  first  of  a  series  of  sociables 
was  held  in  the  reading-room,  with  very  pleasing  results  ;  nearly 
two  hundred  were  present,  most  of  whom  were  railway  men  and 
their  families ;  it  was  a  very  pleasant  gathering,  and  your  Com- 
mittee iBtends  holding  these  sociables  every  month  during  the  win- 
ter, hoping  to  thus  bring  the  employees  of  the  different  roads  to- 
gether, and  promote  friendly  feeling  and  intercourse. 

"  On  the  20th,  at  the  request  of  the  employees  in  the  shops  at 
Norwalk,  a  delegation  of  seven  visited  that  place.  Two  meetings 
were  held— one  especially  for  railroad  men,  in  the  afternoon, 
which  was  well  attended,  and  the  other  a  union-meeting  of  all  the 
churches.  Great  interest  was  manifested  in  the  meetings ;  im- 
pressions made,  and  feelings  awakened,  which  it  is  hoped  will  resnlt 
in  much  good.  A  meeting  was  also  held  in  the  parlors  of  the  St. 
Charles  Hotel  at  the  request  of  the  landlord.  The  kindness  with 
which  thrt  dflesratea  were  received,  and  the  marked  attention 
during  the  services,  were  very  encouraging  tokens  that  our  e1.- 
foita  in  the  Aios  er'a  cause  will  yet  bear  fruit. 


"  The  work  generally  of  this  branch  ia  Increasing  in  extent  and 
interest,  and  your  Committee,  relying  on  the  blessing  of  Him  in 
whose  name  we  labor,  are  encouraged  to  more  earnest  efforts  in 
the  great  harvest-field  before  us. 

"  H.  A.  Sherwis ,  Chairman  Committee. 

"  Geo.  W.  Cobb,  Sup't  Reading-Room." 

Granville  —A  vigorous  Baptist  College,  and  three  female 
seminaries — one  Presbyterian,  the  second  Baptist,  and  the  third 
Union,  are  located  in  Granville.  There  is  also  an  active  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  here.  Meetings  are  sustained  at  sev- 
eral points  in  the  neighborhood.  A  faithful  band  of  Christian  stu- 
dents In  the  college,  and  of  kindred  spirits  in  Granville,  are  engag- 
ing in  the  good  work  with  an  enthusiasm  which  ia  only  kindled 
the  more  by  occasional  opposition.  The  reading-room  is  accessibly 
located  on  the  ground  floor. 

Norwalk.— The  Association  recently  organised  here  by  del- 
egates from  the  Cleveland  Association  have  secured  a  suite  of 
rooms,  and  are  already  at  work.  The  following  officers  have  been 
elected : 

President,  S.  E.  Carrington. 

Viee-Pretident,  H.  M.  Noble. 

Recording  Secretary,  3.  R.  Eennin. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  W.  C.  Allen. 

Treasurer,  E.  B.  Harrison. 


PEXNSTL  VAN  I  A. 

New  Alexandria.— J.  H.  Prugh,  Secretary  of  this  Associ- 
ation, says:  "  A  meeting  was  appointed  for  the  second  Sabbath  in 
November.  It  was  held  in  the  evening,  and  was  well  attended. 
Our  exercises  consisted  of  prayer  and  praise,  rehearsing  some  of 
the  threatening*  and  promises  of  God  s  Word,  and  a  lecture  by 
Rev.  T.  R  Ewing,  followed  with  a  few  remarks  from  members  of 
the  Association.  The  meeting  was  an  interesting  one,  and  our 
meetings  since,  which  have  been  regularly  on  Sabbath  evenings, 
have  been  well  attended  and  interesting.  Heretofore,  we  held 
our  meetings  on  Tuesday  evenings;  the  ensnge  to  Sabbath  even- 
ing seems  to  work  well." 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence. — The  Providence  Association  gave  the  poor 

children  of  the  city  their  third  annual  entertainment  at  Music 
Hall,  on  Thanksgiving  night.  Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  chil- 
dren were  abundantly  supplied  with  turkey,  puddings,  fru't,  ice- 
cream, eU.    The  Herald  says : 

*'  The  supply  of  eatables  was  immense,  the  demand  enormous, 
and  the  consumption  prodigious.  After  the  eating  was  over, 
speeches  were  in  order.  T.  W.  Chase,  President  of  the  Associ- 
ation, after  a  short  speech,  introduced  Gov.  Padelford,  who  made 
a  speech  of  much  interest  to  his  j  uvenile  hearers.  Short  addresses 
were  afterward  delivered  by  Hon.  A  C.  Barstow,  Rev.  Messrs. 
Sawyer  and  Richards,  William  D.  Hilton,  E«q.,  atd  Francis  Mur- 
phy, varied  with  singing  from  the  Unity  Temple  of  Honor  quar- 
tette, and  pieces  from  the  band.  The  assembly  broke  up  a  little  be- 
fore nine  o'clock  with  a  round  of  cheers  by  the  boys.  The  enter- 
tainment was  admirably  conducted,  praiseworthy  in  conception 
and  carrying  out. 

"  The  festival  was  arranged  and  put  through  by  the  Missionary 
Committee  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  under  the 
direction  of  their  sub-committee,  Messrs.  Rickard,  Waldron,  and 
Gullup,  ably  assisted  by  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  Associ- 
ation, of  the  churches,  and  the  officers  and  members  of  the  police 
force.  This  Thanksgiving  will  provide  many  delightful  mem- 
ories both  to  the  benefited  children  and  their  generous  benefactors.'* 

VIRGINIA. 

Salem.— Julius  D.  Dreher,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Roanoke  College  Association,  says :  "  Immediately  after  the  usual 
chapel  lecture  of  the  College,  the  Young  Men  s  Christian  Associ- 
ation of  this  institution  assembled,  on  Sunday  evening,  the  10th 
of  November,  and  held  a  prayer-meeting,  which  was  very  well 
attended,  showing  that  our  body  appreciated  the  importance  of 
the  general  observance  of  that  day." 

BRITISH  PROVINCES. 


NEW-BRUNSWICK. 
St.  John. — The  terrific  storm  that  swept  over  New-Bruns- 
wick the  last  day  of  November  blew  down  a  portion  of  the  new 
building  of  the  St.  John  Association,  described  in  the  December 
number  of  the  Monthly.  Wo  tender  the  brethren  of  St.  John  our 
heartfelt  sympathy.    The  Tcltgrapft  and  Journal  says : 

Digitized  by  VjCJO^  L£ 


1873.] 


ASSOCIATION  MONTHLY. 


15 


"  About  five  o'clock  ob  Saturday  morning,  a  portion  of  the  aide 
walls  of  the  new  building  which  is  being  erected  on  Charlotte- 
street  by  "the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  blew  down. 
The  south  wall  fell  inside  the  building,  crushing  a  portion  of  the 
floor  to  the  basement,  and  the  other  fell  on  the  adjoining  build- 
ing,  belonging  to  Mr.  Elias  Flaglor,  crushing  and  destroying  it, 
together  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  belonging  to  the 
occupants.  The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  building  is 
eighty  feet  in  length,  fifty  feet  wide,  and  three  stories  high.  The 
walls  were  completed  and  ready  for  the  roof  timbers.  These  tim- 
bers were  all  ready  for  hoisting  to  their  places,  and  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  builders  to  put  the  roof  on  on  Saturday.  From  the 
.  basement  to  the  top  walls  is  about  fifty-one  feet.  About  half  this 
height  is  blown  down.  The  back  and  front  are  standing  com- 
plete, and  seem  to  be  as  sound  as  before  the  accident.  The  por- 
tion of  the  side  walls  left  standing  appears  to  be  uninjured,  and 
it  is  thought  that  no  part  of  the  remaining  walls  will  have  to  be 
taken  down  in  order  to  complete  the  building  of  them  up  again. 
The  damages  are  estimated  at  from  $3000  to  $4000.  The  disas- 
ter is  a  very  serious  one  to  the  contractors,  but  they  have  deter- 
mined to  go  on  with  the  building  at  once,  and  complete  their 
contract." 


NOVA    SCOTIA. 

Mu8quodoboit.-Vn.ncln  Layton,  Corresponding  Secretary 
says :  "  Sunday,  November  10th  a  special  prayer-meeting  wag 
held,  and  adeep  interest  was  manifested  in  the  welfare  of  the  As- 
sociations throughout  the  continent." 

Richmond. — James  Fraser  Campbell.  Corresponding  Secreta- 
ry, reports  that  "  the  second  Sabbath  of  November  .was  observed 
as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  all  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso 
ciations.  The  prayers  of  the  neighboring  churches  were  requested , 
and  a  special  meeting  for  prayer  was  held  by  the  Association  in 
the  afternoon.  The  meeting  was  largely  attended,  and  was  earn- 
est  in  tone,  and  successful  eo  far  as  the  edification  and  refreshment 
of  believers  is  concerned.  We  trust  that  it  was  not  without  use  to 
others  also,  but  we  are  not  cheered  by  much  visible  result." 

ONTARIO. 

Brantford. — D.  R.  Blackader,  Secretary,  sends  the  following 
encouraging  words  from  Brantford :  "  We  observed  the  day  of 
prayer  by  a  union  meeting  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church,  in  the 
afternoon,  after  the  Sunday-schools  were  over,  from  4  to  4.45.  The 
services  consisted  of  prayers,  singing,  reading  of  a  chapter,  and 
two  or  three  short  addresses.  There  was  a  fair  attendance.  The 
day  was  not  observed  last  year  by  us,  as  our  Association  was  then 
atalow  ebb.  During  the  last  few  months,  however,  a  deeper  gen- 
eral interest  has  been  taken  in  the  work,  and  several  branches  of 
Christian  effort  taken  up;  so  we  hope  now  that,  by  God's  blessing, 
we  may  be  enabled  to  go  on  striving  to  work  more  earnestly  in 
the  Master's  vineyard." 

QUEBEC. 

Montreal. — At  the  regular  weekly  meeting  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  the  President,  T.  J.  Claxton,  occu- 
pied the  chair,  and  after  the  usual  opening  exercises  Mr.  C.  Cash- 
ing gave  a  short  account  of  his  trip  to  Europe.  At  Liverpool, 
which  is  chiefly  noted  for  its  docks  and  shipping,  he  found  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  very  active  and  their  meet- 
ings well  attended.  Five  open-air  meetings  were  held  in  the 
week,  and  in  one  case  twenty-nine  persons  had  been  converted 
in  a  single  terrace  in  a  short  time,  through  tract  distribution.  At 
Manchester  he  found  the  rooms  closed ;  at  Sheffield  also  the  Asso- 
ciation was  not  in  a  lively  state,  the  young  tmen  being  occupied 
with  work  in  connection  with  the  congregations  to  which  they 
belong,  and  few  attending  the  Association.  At  Birmingham  also 
the  work  was  backward.  At  London  he  attended  a  Bible-class 
conducted  by  (Mr.  Shipton,  which  was  very  interesting.  The 
noon-day  prayer-meetings  were  well  attended  and  very  successful. 
Be  did  not  visit  any  other  Associations  in  England ;  as  a  rule 
they  were  not  very  successful,  chiefly  from  not  having  any  definite 
work  to  do.  He  visited  the  Belfast  Association  and  found  it 
very  active.  He  next  described  Paris,  saying  it  had  suffered  se- 
verely from  the  late  war ;  but  its  ravages  were  not  noticed  unless 
you  looked  specially  for  them,  in  which  case  they  were  easily 
found.  One  great  difference  he  noted  from  London ;  there  he  saw 
a  great  many  young  men,  but  in  Paris  he  saw  very  few.  Society 
also  in  Paris  seemed  less  stable.  There  was  little  or  no  Chris- 
tian work  done ;  there  people  seemed  to  care  for  nothing  beyond 
this  life.    They  had  had  one  revolution  and  they  were  all  expect- 


ing another.  Passing  onto  Switzerland,  he  could  not  give  any 
adequate  description  of  its  mountains.  The  first  view  he  had  of 
the  Alps  would  never  be  erased  from  his  mind.  He  journeyed 
from  Geneva  eight  days  across  the  Alps  to  the  Italian  lakes, 
stopping  one  night  at  the  monastery  of  St.  Bernard.  The  glaciers 
he  described  as  like  a  frozen  river  cracked  on  the  top,  flowing 
over  the  edge  of  a  mountain  at  the  rate  of  about  a  foot  a  day,  the 
upper  end  being  renewed  from  the  snows  of  the  mountain  as  fast 
as  the  lower  end  wasted  away.  The  country  near  Rome  he  found 
covered  with  old  ruins.  The  city  was  divided  into  two  parts  :  the 
ancient  part,  which  was  mostly  in  ruins,  and  where  there  wero 
very  few  inhabitants,  and  the  modern  part,  where  there  was  nothing 
particularly  noticeable  in  the  buildings,  except  St.  Peter's.  In  ap- 
proaching St.  Peter's  you  are  not  as  much  impressed  as  yon  would 
expect  to  be,  as  in  coming  up  the  hill  you  could  not  see  the  dome. 
One  needed  to  get  on  the  small  house  near  the  walls  in  order  to 
get  a  proper  view  of  it.  The  inside,  however,  was  no  disappoint- 
ment, being  very  beautiful.  The  Pope's  residence,  the  Vatican, 
contains  15,000  rooms,  the  greater  part  of  them  filled  with  statu 
ary  and  paintings.  There  was  a  great  want  of  interest  in  leligion, 
and  people  did  not  seem  to  have  much  regard  for  it.  However, 
he  had  a  Bible  offered  him  for  sale  in  Rome.  One  thing  he  no- 
ticed, one  never  saw  any  representations  of  Christ  as  a  living  man. 
He  was  always  either  crucified  or  an  infant  in  his  mother's  arms, 
never  represented  as  performing  any  of  his  miracles.  The  people 
were  very  indolent  and  easy-going ;  they  all  said  Italy  would  be 
a  great  country,  but  no  one  seemed  to  have  any  idea  of  doing 
anything  to  make  it  great.  The  Germans  he  found  much  more 
active  and  enterprising.  He  saw  a  great  many  of  them  travelling, 
and  that  was  a  great  fact  in  their  favor.  He  was,  however,  much 
annoyed  Dy  their  incessant  smoking  in  the  cars.  Belgium  ho 
found  very  well  cultivated,  and  Brussels  reminded  him  of  Paris. 
Two  nations  only  he  found  who  could  equal  Canadians  in  point 
of  endurance,  the  Scotch  and  the  Swiss  ;  and  he  was  very  proud 
of  being  a  Canadian. — Daily  Witness. 


FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 

Paris. — The  Yonng  Men's  Christian  Association  is  in  a  sad 
condition.  Tbe  members  are  mostly  all  dispersed,  and  the  few 
that  are  left  are  very  poor,  and  are  unable  to  do  anything  toward 
the  restoration  of  their  buildings.  By  the  kindness  of  the  German 
and  Dutch  Associations,  means  were  collected  to  rent  a  room,  but 
before  the  society  has  a  building  ot  its  own,  little  can  be  accom- 
plished. 

IRELAND. 

Dublin. — At  a  social  meeting  of  this  Association,  James 
Kennan,  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  Association  work  in  Ireland, 
read  the  following  "  notes  of  recent  visits." 

"  Some  present  this  evening  may  remember  how,  seven  or  eight 
years  ago,  after  a  journey  which  gave  me  opportunity  of  visiting 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  two  large  towns  in 
England,  I  expressed,  at  a  meeting  similar  to  this,  the  deep 
grief— almost  dismay — one  felt  at  witnessing  their  condition,  and 
I  never  can  forget  how,  for  a  long  while  afterward,  those  Associ- 
ations, and  the  young  men  of  thoso  important  towns,  had  frequent 
mention  before  God  at  our  prayer-meetings  in  these  rooms. 
Doubtless,  the  same  desires  were  put  by  our  Heavenly  Father 
upon  the  hearts  of  many  others ;  and  it  is  my  privilege  this  even- 
ing to  tell  of  an  abundant  answer  to  those  prayers  in  one  at  least 
of  the  places  I  have  alluded  to ;  and  which  I  had  opportunity  of 
again  visiting  in  August  and  in  October. 

"  When  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  I  visited  the  Liverpool  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  I  was  received  by  a  dreary-looking 
lad,  whose  dress,  and  manner,  and  voice  alike  said :  '  Nothing 
worth  having  is  to  be  got  here.'  I  asked  for  the  Secretary.  '  Uu 
wasn't  in.  Could  not  say  when  he  would  be.'  Any  Bible  class  ? 
Not  at  that  season.  '  If  I  would  call  again,  perhaps  I  might  see 
somebody  who  could  tell  me  something.'  Looking  round,  I  saw 
one  or  two,  who  certainly  could  not  be  any  longer  called  young 
men,  reading  the  newspapers.  Whether  they  were  ancient  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  I  cannot  say,  for  they  gave  no  sign  of 
caring  whether  a  stranger  came  or  went.  The  notice-board 
seemed  to  have  become  only  a  memorial  of  past  activities,  whoso 
time-faded  records  mburned  beneath  the  dust  of  many  days.  With 
saddened  heart  I  left  the  placo,  feeling  that  were  I  a -youth,  seek- 
ing a  homelike  place  for  my  leisure  hours,  there,  at  least,  1  could 
not  find  it. 

"  When  I  visited  Liverpool  in  August  last,  the  Secretary  was 
from  home,  having  his  holiday.  I  went  to  the  rooms  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  and  saw  how  the  working  members 
could  get  on  in  his  absence.    When  I  was  there  again  in  October, 
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he  was  at  borne,  in  fall  work,  with  his  fellow-laborers,  amongst 
whom  I  bad  the  pleasure  of  spending  a  Saturday  evening  and 
Sunday,  so  that  between  the  two  visits  I  got  a  fair  idea  of  thtir 
full  week's  work. 

"  On  the  Tuesday  evening,  I  fonnd  the  reading-rooms  fully  occu- 
pied by  young  men,  some  at  newspapers,  some  at  graver  studies,  and 
some  at  friendly  games  of  chess  or  draughts.  An  intelligent  and 
ready  lad  at  the  book-counter  informed  me  that  the  Secretary, 
for  whom  I  asked,  was  from  home,  bat  ho  woald  fetch  one  of  the 
members,  who  would  be  happy  to  receive  me.  He  quickly  did  so, 
and  after  a  brotherly  welcome  I  was  brought  into  a  private  room, 
where  I  found  three  or  four  members  earnestly  engaged  in  con- 
versation with  some  young  men  who  had  been  fonnd  in  anxiety 
of  soul  after  the  Circus  service  on  the  previous  Sunday  even- 
ing. Of  these  Circus  services  more  anon ;  for  the  present  I  merely 
mention  that  these  members  were  following  up  the  impressions 
tbat  had  been  made  under  the  preaching  of  a  well-known  evan- 
gelist, by  that  individual  and  personal  intercourse,  and  Christian 
efforts,  for  which  their  Association  now  affords  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunity and  encouragement. 

"  The  following  day  I  called  early,  and  found  the  rooms  open, 
and  ready  to  receive  any  unoccupied  young  man  who  might  wish 
to  read  the  advertisements  of  situations  vacant,  in  time  for  an 
early  application,  and  when  I  went  again  in  the  evening,  I  found 
about  15  youths— some  from  warehouses,  some  from  offices,  some 
from  workshops,  met  together  for  prayer  before  going  out  with 
the  Gospel  message  to  one  of  the  dark  places  of  the  town.  I  need 
not  say  how  gladly  I  embraced  their  invitation  to  join  them. 
Presently  they  salUtd  forth,  well  furnished  with  bundles  of  the 
Dublin  Tracts,  and  some  excellent  sheets  of  hymns  for  street 

meetings.    When  I  reached Terrace,  I  found  tbat  the 

younger  members  of  our  party  bad  gone  round  the  60  or  70  houses 
that  open  in  double  tiers  upon  its  flagged  courtyard,  inviting  the 
people  to  the  meeting.  Soon  nearly  100  people,  children  and 
adults,  were  grouped  around,  or  at  their  doors  and  windows.  The 
hymn  sheets  were  distributed,  and  amid  reverent  attention,  the 
sounds  of  praise  and  prayer  were  mingled  with  simple,  loving, 
faithful  testimony  to  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

"  When  the  darkness  brought  this  open-air  meeting  to  a  clone, 
I  [found  one  of  the  humble  dwellings  had  been  opened  for  a  far 
ther  meeting.  The  small  room  was  literally  packed  with  people, 
some  deeply  anxious  to  hear  more  concerning  the  way  of  sal- 
vation. These  were  directed  to  the  story  of  Jesus'  power  over 
Satan,  delivering  the  man  possessed  with  devils,  in  Luke  8  57-39 

"  I  learned  that  this  branch  of  the  Association's  work  had  a  very 
simple  commencement.  The  Secretary  and  his  helpers  had  been 
distributing  tracts  from  house  to  house  in  this  terrace  some 
months  before.  One  was  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  a  woman 
lodging  there,  who  had  been  a  notorious  sinner.  In  death  she 
testified  to  the  grace  of  God.  Deep  interest  was  awakened 
amongst  the  neighbors ;  their  doors  were  opened ;  and  God  made 
the  young  men  willing  at  once  to  enter  where  He  pointed ; 
and  now  some  50  souls,  believed  to  have  been  brought  to  Jesus, 
are  the  tokens  of  His  approval. 

"On  the  following  (Thursday)  evening,  I  found  some  70  young 
men,  and  two  or  three  elder,  assembled  for  prayer  and  the  system- 
atic study  of  Scripture,  in  the  upper  meetiug-room,  while  others 
occupied  the  lower  reading  and  news-rooms. 

"  When  I  visited  them  in  October,  on  a  Saturday,  I  met  the  Sec- 
retary going  out  with  his  helpers  to  distribute  cards  inviting  the 
young  men  of  the  town  to  come  to  the  Association  rooms,  and 
telling  them  of  the  provision  made  for  their  comfort  and  profit. 
This  work  and  that  of  distributing  tracts  is  systematically  carried 
on  every  Saturday  night  by  about  20  members,  under  the  per- 
sonal care  of  the  Secretary,  who  takes  each  evening  one  or  two 
of  the  novices  under  his  own  charge,  sending  those  of  more  ex- 
perience, two  and  two,  to  districts  carefully  arranged.  In  this  way 
lrom  1500  to  2000  tracts  or  notices  are  circulated  each  evening. 
Aftar  engaging  in  this  work  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  we  re- 
turned to  the  .Association  rooms,  where  the  Secretary  was  soon 
seated  amongst  the  band  who  help  him  in  the  Sunday  Bible-class. 
They  studied  together  the  portion  for  the  following  afternoon, 
Acts  20.  Questions  were  suggested  that  might  lead  to  useful  con- 
versation, and  were  duly  noted  by  one  and  another,  who  undertook 
to  bring  them  forward  the  next  evening  at  the  proper  tune,  par- 
allel and  explanatory  passages  were  sought  out,  difficulties  that 
troublesome  objectors  might  probably  raise  at  the  meetings  were 
considered,  and  simple  Scriptural  answers  suggested.  Then  all 
was  committed  in  prayer  to  Him  whose  own,  the  work  is. 

"  On  Sunday  morning,  an  early  prayer-meeting  assembles  the 
workers,  and  at  S  o'clock  I  found  some  150  young  men  waiting 
for  the  Bible-class.  The  Secretary  presided,  and  after  singing  and 
prayer  gave  out  .Rom.  15,  and  Acts  20  : 1  to  16,  as  the  por.ions  to 
be  read.  I  thought  within  myself '  what  a  mistake,'  attention 
will  flag  before  so  long  reading  is  finished ;  but  I  was  wrong. 
The  President  himself  only  read  the  first  verse  of  Rom.  15  ;  then 
a  clear  voice  at  ono  end  of  the  room  read  the  second,  and  another 


at  the  centre  read  the  third,  quickly  but  without  any  confusion, 
and  certainly,  after  the  first  two  or  three  verses,  without  previous 
arrangement,  the  passages  were  read  through  distinctly,  verse  by 
verse,  from  different  parts  of  the  room.  So  great  attention  at  the 
reading  of  Scripture  I  never  before  saw  in  a  similar  meeting,  nor 
was  there  anything  which  the  most  sensitive  reverence  could  re- 
gret. In  a  very  few  words  the  President  opened  the  consideration 
of  the  portion  in  Acts  20,  and  at  once  the  fruits  of  the  previous 
evening's  study  were  apparent.  Steadily,  yet  without  delay,  point 
after  point  was  touched  upon.  Strangers  and  those  who  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  toils  so  skilfully  laid  for  them,  readily  joined  in  the  con- 
versation, which  continued  general  and  animated,  although  stead- 
ily directed  toward  a  practical  pout.  Yet,  had  I  not  been  per- 
mitted to  see  behind  the  scenes  on  the  previous  evening  Inevercould 
have  understood  the  quiet,  easy  way  the  Secretary  seemed  to  leave 
all  in  the  hands  of  the  younger  men.  A  short  personal  appeal  to 
the  consciences  of  the  young  men  present  respecting  the  vital 
truths  that  had  been  brought  out  in  the  conversation  closed  this 
meeting. 

"  As  it  is  found  unnecessary  to  give  a  general  Tea  after  their  pub- 
lic Sunday  meeting,  all  left  except  about  20  members,  who  labor 
in  connection  with  the  Circus  Services ;  for  these  members,  as  the 
Bible-class  is  over  about  4.30,  and  the  Circus  Service  does  not 
commence  till  7.30,  there  is  a  quiet  time  for  free  Christian  fellow- 
ship. After  Toa,  one  and  another  told  of  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord,  and  there  was  one  who,  though  bat  a  stripling,  had  known 
in  his  soul  the  dreary  hopelessness  of  dark  materialism,  till  one 

Sunday  night  his  steps  were  turned  into  the  circus  in 

street,  where  after  the  preaching  he  was  accosted  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Association.  God  blessed  the  words  then  and  after- 
ward spoken  to  him,  and  he  is  now  an  earnest  helper,  as  well  as 
a  bright  encouragement  in  the  work. 

"  But  it  is  now  nearly  7  o'clock ;  all  the  regular  church  and 
meeting-goers  are  in  their  respective  places;  the  loiterers  in  the 
streets  are  fair  prizes  for  any  who  will  '  compel  them  to  come  in  f 
so  oar  young  men  go  forth  with  bundles  of  printed  invitations.  In 
pairs  they  take  their  allotted  positions  on  the  highways  leading 
toward  the  place  of  meeting,  and  deal  their  invitations  right  and 
left,  especially  amongst  young  men. 

"  Now  as  to  these  Circus  Services :  this,  like  all  large  towns, 
abounds  [with  waifs  and  strays,  male  and  female,  old  and  young, 
ignorant  and  learned,  some  skilled  in  wickedness,  others  mere 
idlers,  for  whom  Satan  has  so  many  ready  baits  ;  some  of  these,  if 
asked  to  go  to  a  church,  would  have  the  ready  excuse  that  he  was 
a  dissenter ;  another,  if  asked  to  a  chapel,  always  went  to  church — 
t".  «.,  when  he  went  to  any  place  of  worship ;  but  none  of  these  can 
offer  objections  to  a  Circus,  where  most  probably  they  have  very 
lately  been  for  far  different  purposes.  Membersof  the  Association 
take  the  responsibility  of  hiring  this  commodious  wooden  build- 
ing, and  lighting  it  every  Sunday  evening,  seeking  the  help  of 
godly  men  whom  the  Lord  has  sent  to  preach  the  Gospel.  On  the 
evening  I  was  there,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gritton,  a  Church  of  England 
clergyman  from  London,  addressed  at  least  500,  who  listened  at- 
tentively to  a  simple,  earnest,  loving  appeal,  from  the  story  of 
Jesus'  grace  to  the  woman  who,  once  a  sinner  of  the  town,  came 
in  loving  worship,  to  His  feet  in  the  Pharisee's  house.  As  I  looked 
round  on  the  attentive  faces  of  that  motley  congregation,  and  as 
minute  after  minute  I  wondered  would  the  quiet  last,  1  felt  the 
power  of  the  Lord  was  present. 

"  Some  may  ask,  is  there  not  risk  of  the  primary  work  of  the 
Association  being  hindered  in  such  efforts  as  this.  Well,  my  friend, 
if  the  case  mentioned  a  few  minutes  ago  has  not  satisfied  you, 
listen  a  moment  longer.    The  preaching  was  over,  the  greater 
number  had  gone  away,  but  some  youths  loitered  in  the  arena  and 
in  the  galleries ;  a  few  pointed  words  were  addressed  to  them,  and 
as  the  speaker  emphatically  used  the  singular  number,  young 
man! ! f  one  stepped  forward  and  said,  'Doyoumeanmef  •  Yen,' 
said  the  speaker, '  you  1 1'  and  noticing  the  brazen  gaze  of  the  lad, 
who  it  was  now  evident  wanted  to  show  off  before  his  companions, 
he  solemnly  warned  him  of  judgment  to  come,  and  pointed  to  the 
only  refuge  for  sinners.  Closing  his  address,  he  took  the  young 
fellow  by  the  arm,  and  leading  him  apart,  found  him  to  be  an  in- 
telligent lad  of  just  the  stamp  that  the  Association  seeks.    A  few 
words  showed  too  tbat  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  confident  in  the 
teaching  of  his  Church,  who  had  come  with  his  companions  for 
idle  sport.    God,  however,  thus  gave  opportunity  for  speaking 
words  of  love  and  truth  to  him.    Such  a  one  was  little  likely  to 
have  gone  to  the  Association  rooms,  but  here,  God,  I  doubt  not, 
placed  him  in  the  very  hands  of  those  two  or  three  members  of  the 
Association  who  joined  in  conversation  with  him.    May  the  last 
day  show  the  fruit.    Meantime,  let  us  each  see  to  it  that  we  be 
diligent  in  whatever  work  our  Lord  sets  before  us,  not  choosing 
this  or  refusing  that;  for  we  are  not  our  own,  but  His,  to  serve 
when  and  where  and  how  He  chooses.  -  Let  us  ever  pray  for  that 
single  eye  by  which  our  whole  body  may  be  filled,  with  light, 
leaving  no  part  dark,  and  then  walking  in  His  power  alone,  we 
shall  be  ready  unto  every  good  word  and  work,  and  may  He  at 
the  last  say  to  each, '  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." " 
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PRUSSIA. 

Berlin.— The  Evangelical  Society  for  Church  labor,  in  this 
city,  celebrated  its  twenty-fourth  anniversary  on  the  81st  of 
October  last,  the  anniversary  of  the  great  Reformation  of  Lather. 
The  services  were  conducted  by  Eev.  Arndt,  of  Berlin,  who  preach- 
ed a  sermon  on  the  motto  of  the  Society :  "  Watch  ye,  stand  fast 
in  the  faith,  quit  yon  like  men,  be  strong."  The  speaker  alluded 
to  the  coincidence  of  the  two  anniversaries,  and  then  an  address 
was  made  by  Rev.  Souchoa,  the  Court-preacher. 

A  cheering  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Society  was  received. 
The  present  number  of  members  is  four  hundred,  including  some 
of  the  highest  civil  and  military  officials.  The^Chriatian  lodging- 
house,  or  "  herberge,"  which  baa  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
rooms,  was  visited  during  the  last  year  by  twenty-three  thonsand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight  strangers.  The  Christian  Aid  So- 
ciety of  Berlin,  a  branch  of  the  above,  was  founded  in  1898.  Its 
main  object  is  to  visit  poor,  sick  men  in  their  homes,  to  aid  and 
console  them,  to  read  to  them  the  Word  of  God,  and  bring  them 
to  the  Associations  and  churches.  These  visits  are  made  ones  a 
week,  generally  on  Sundays.  The  number  of  persons  visited  in 
this  manner  during  the  last  year  was  five  hundred  and  fifty  ; 
among  these  were  some  that  had  been  under  the  care  of  the  society 
for  twenty  yean.  The  average  number  of  visits  a  week  was  one 
hundred  and  eighty  six.  Of  the  sick  one  hundred  and  seven  died, 
while  thirty  five  were  sent  to  hospitals,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  were  dismissed,  fully  recovered.  Pecuniary  aid  to  the  amount 
of  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighteen  thalers  was  distributed. 
No  doubt  such  a  society  is  a  true  blessing  to  the  city. 

The  older  "  Juenglingaverein,"  in  Berlin,  also  a  branch  of  the 
"  Society  for  Church  Labor,"  celebrated  its  twenty-first  anniversary 
on  the  81st  of  October  last.  Rev.  Vorberg  delivered  the  sermon, 
and  Paster  E.  Huelle,D:D.,  the  President  of  the  "Oestliche  Jueng- 
lingsbund,"  reported  as  to  the  state  of  the  Association.  Pastor 
Huelle,  a  true  friend  of  the  Associations,  writes : 

*'  The  Association  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  in  Germany. 
From  its  bosom  a  so-called  '  younger'  Association  was  separated 
some  years  ago.  On  the  evening  of  our  anniversary,  we  arranged 
a  social  gathering,  in  which  over  five  hundred  members  partici- 
pated, and  addresses  were  made  by  Revs.  Vorberg,  Arndt,  and  sev- 
eral of  our  most  distinguished  clergymen." 


SAXONY. 

The.  small  Kingdom  of  Saxony  has  about  twenty-soven  Associ- 
ations, with  some  five  hundred  members  and  live  buildings. 
These  are  but  small  figures,  but  the  activity  of  our  Sa  xon  breth- 
ren is  very  great,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  work  in  the  differ- 
ent buildings,  lodging-houses,  or  "  Uerbergen." 

Dresden. — The  Herberge  has  65  lodging-rooms,  and  a  fine 
and  ample  meeting-room  for  the  '•  Juenglingaverein."  The  latter 
has  now  59  members.  The  number  of  guests  in  the  Herberge 
during  1871  was  5652. 

Leipzig. — The  Herberge  has  48  rooms,  and  was  visited  during 
1871  by  3030  strangers.  At  the  head  of  the  work  in  Leipzig  stands 
Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Koenig,  the  founder  and  now  efficient  editor  of 
the  famous  German  family  weekly,  Daheim 

Loeban. — The  Herberge  is  the  most  frequented  one  in  the 
Kingdom.  In  1871.  the  number  of  stringers  that  stayed  over- 
night was  10,517,  while  some  12,000  others,  tradesmen  passing 
through  the  city,  have  visited  the  building.  The  morning  and 
evening  services  were  well  attended  by  the  strangers,  and  it  la 
hoped  that  many  a  soul  was  turned  to  Christ. 

Jiautzen. — The  Herberge  has  34  rooms,  and  was  frequented 
by  4078  wanderers.  The  building  also  contains  ample  room  for  the 
meeting,  lecture,  reading,  and  library  rooms  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  together  with  a  gymnasium,  bowling-alley, 
chess,  and  smoking  rooms,  and  other  amusements. 

Zwenkau. — This  is  the  smallest  Herberge,  having  entertained 
over  night  only  680  strangers  in  20  rooms.  The  Juenglingsverein 
of  the  town,  however,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 


WIRTEHLBERO. 

Stuttgart.— On  the  21st  and  22d  of  September,  1872,  the 
South-  German  Juenglingsbund  celebrated  its  anniversary.  The 
President  of  the  Board  is  Dr.  G.  Werner,  of  Stuttgart.  At  the  an- 
niversary 15  societies  were  represented  by  81  delegates,  while  rep- 
,  resentatives  of  the  Rhenish- Westphalian  and  German-Swiss  bunds 
were  also  present.  The  Bund  now  contains  80  Associations,  with 
over  700  members.  The  oldest  society  is  the  one  in  Muhlhansen, 
Alsace,  founded  in  1833. 


SWITZERLAND. 

Basle. — The  Association  at  this  place,  which  is  the  oldest  but 
one  of  all  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  the  world,  cel- 
ebrated its  forty -seventh  anniversary  on  the  ISth  of  August  last. 
The  society  was  founded  in  1825,  one  year  after  the  founding  of  the 
Elberfeld  Association.  Of  the  nine  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
members  of  the  society,  ninety -Kx  are  laborers  in  the  cause  of  in- 
ner mission. 


SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

Honolulu. — The  Friend  for  November  says:  "The  regular 
meeting  of  the  Association  took  place  as  usual  last  month.  The 
committee  on  topics  being  absent,  there  was  no  es»ay  or  discus- 
sion. Mr.  P.  C.  Jones,  the  topic  committee  for  November,  an- 
nounced as  bis  Bubject, '  Opium,  and  its  use  in  these  islands.' 

"  Daring  the  months  of  August  and  September  the  meetings 
failed  for  want  of  quorums.  It  is  worthy  of  thought  by  those  who 
absent  themselves  on  such  occasions,  how  far  they  are  personally 
responsible  for  anch  failure.  It  is  a  matter  of  much  importance 
that  these  meetings  should  be  held  regularly,  and  be  well  bus 
tatned.  After  the  Association  has  become  so  well  organized,  and 
has  gained  its  undeniably  useful  position  in  the  place,  it  would  be 
a  subject  of  sincere  regret  if  it  should  be  permitted  to  become  ex- 
tinct for  want  of  enthusiasm  among  its  members." 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  this  same  indifference  or  want  of  en- 
thusiasm is  continually  creeping  into  Associations,  and  when  it 
once  gains  a  fbothold,  like  rust  on  steel,  It  has  a  tendency  to  stay. 


TRINIDAD. 

Port  of  Spain. — The  following  is  the  programme  of  the 
Bible-readings,  with  conversation,  lectures,  etc.,  of  the  Trinidad 
Association,  for  the  quarter  ending  December  81st,  1872 : 

The  Bible-readings  will  be  on  everjr  Thursday  evening,  and  the 
lectures,  etc.,  will  be  on  Tuesday  evenings,  the  dates  of  which  are 
stated.  October  3d,  Devotional  meeting,  the  Chairman  to  preside. 
October  10th, "  Sin  universal,"  the  Vice-Chairman  to  preside,  Ps. 
14: 2,  3 ;  Rom.  3 :  10-18.  October  17th. "  Ruth's  choice,"  the  Secreta- 
ry to  preside,  Ruth  1 :  14-18 :  Luke  10 :  38-42.  October  24th, "  Jacob 
aetting  out  in  life,"  Mr.  A.  Ovid  to  preside,  Genesis  28 :  10-23.  Oc- 
tober 25th,  Anniversary  meeting.  October  29th,  Lecture  on  "  Boli- 
var  "  by  Dr.  Ortiz.  October  81st, "  Take  no  anxious  thought,"  the 
Treasurer  to  preside,  Matt.  6 :  83,  34 ;  Philip.  4:  4-7;  1  Peter  5: 
0,7.  November  7th,  Devotional  meeting,  Mr.  Trundy  to  preside. 
November  14th, "  Victory  over  temptations  promised,"  Mr.  G.  Good- 
wills to  preside,  1  Cor.  10 :  13 ;  Matt.  4 : 1-11  November  19th, 
Literary  and  musical  entertainment  November  21st,  ".Christ  must 
be  confessed  openly,"  Mr.  Meade  to  preside,  Mark  5 :  32.  Novem- 
ber 28th, "  The  withered  hand,"  Mr.  J.  Graham  to  preside,  Luke  0 : 
6-11.  December  3d,  Lecture.  December  5th,  Devotional  meeting,  the 
Vice-Chairman  to  preside.  December  12tb, "  More  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive,"  the  Secretary  to  pre«ide,  Acts  20 :  35.  December 
19th,  "  Stand  in  thy  lot,"  Mr.  C.  Legge  to  proside,  Dan.  12.  De- 
cember 26th,  "  Because  I  have  called  and  ye  have  refused,"  the 
Chairman  to  preside,  Prov.  1 :  24-33 ;  Luke  13 :  34. 

The  public  meetings,  lectures,  etc.,  mentioned  in  the  programme, 
will  be  held  in  Chacon-street  school-room,  at  7.15  r.M.,  unless  oth- 
erwise notified  in  newspapers.  The  Bible-readings,  eta,  on  Thurs- 
day evenings,  will  bo  held  at  the  Association  rooms,  No.  40  Ma- 
rine-square, where  meetings  for  general  readings,  discussions,  etc., 
will  also  be  hold  on  every  Tuesday  evening  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. Meetings  for  mutual  edification  will  also  be  held  on  Sun- 
day afternoons  from  4  to  5  o'clock.  Non-members  will  be  cor- 
dially welcomed  at  the  Thursday  night  meetings,  and  at  the  meet- 
ings on  Sunday  afternoons.  The  reading-room  and  library  of  the 
Association  is  open  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  Fridays,  and  Satur- 
days, from  6  a.m.  to  10  P.M.,  and  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from 
6  am.  to  6  p.m.  The  committee  -room  is  also  open  for  religious 
reading  on  Sunday  afternoons,  from  2  to  4  o'clock.  Tickets  for 
admission  to  the  reading-room  for  one  night  can  be  obtained  from 
any  member  of  the  committee.  Monthly  subscription,  one  shil- 
ling. David  B.  Hobsfoud,  Secretary. 

We  hope  the  above  view  of  what  this  Association  is  doing  will 
stimulate  some  of  oar  older  Associations  to  increased  activity. 


LITERARY. 

To-Day,  for  December.  The  Christmas  number  reached  us  in 
good  time.  We  have  laughed  some  over  the  pictures,  and  have 
not  cried  much  over  the  reading  matter.  It  is  edited  by  Dr.  Dio 
Lewis.  The  editorials  are  healthy.  The  price  is  $2  50  a  year. 
Maclean,  Stoddart  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  New- York,  Boston,  and 
Cincinnati,  are  the  publisher*^ 
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The  Galaxy  has  entered  on  its  eighth  year  under  circumstances 
of  unusual  prosperity.  It  aims  to  discuss  promptly  &totj  great 
subject  which  is  uppermost  in  the  publio  mind.  Papers  by  con 
spicuous  public  men,  on  national  topics  of  importance,  will  be  con 
tinned,  and  will  embrace  contributions  from  the  most  prominent 
of  our  statesmen.  The  "  Scientific  Miscellany"  is  prepared  by  a 
distinguished  scientist,  whose  relations  with  the  leading  scientific 
men  of  Europe  are  such  as  to  enable  The  Galaxy  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  latest  facts.  In  the  department  of  literary  criticism  it  will 
have  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  clearest  and  brightest  intellects 
in  the  country.  It  is  edited  with  the  nicest  possible  appreciation 
of  the  public  taste,  and  seems  fitted  to  meet  the  wants  of  every 
momberof  the  family.  Price,  $400  a  year.  Hew- York :  Sheldon 
&  Company. 

The  National  Encyclopedia.    ByL.  Colange,  LLD.    New- 
York  :  National  Encyclopedia  Publishing  Co. 

This  work  gives,  in  a  condensed  form,  important  and  reliable  in- 
formation on  almost  every  known  subject.  It  will  be  completed 
in  a  little  over  1000  double-column  pages  in  nonpareil  type. 
From  the  numbers  examined  by  us,  we  can  say  that  all  the  prom- 
ises of  editor  and  publisher  are  amply  sustained.  For  those  un- 
able to  procure  a  voluminous  Encyclopedia  this  will  be  found  in- 
valuable, and  to  those  who  already  possess  complete  libraries,  it 
will  be  exceedingly  useful  as  a  work  of  quick  reference. 


CURRENT  LITERATURE. 
Business  "  Fibs." 

BY  BEY.  DR.  DEEMS. 

Even  in  business  downright  lying  has  few,  if  any  defenders 
although  there  be  many  that  indulge  therein. 

It  is  "  fibbing"  which  is  both  practiced  and  defended.  Men  and 
boys  are  guilty  of  it,  and  think  it  no  harm.  They  would,  how- 
ever, resent  as  a  gross  offence  the  charge  that  they  were  liars. 

One  wants  a  situation.  lie  learns  that  there  is  a  vacancy 
He  discovers  tho  reason  of  the  vacancy — some  defect  in  the 
previous  incumbent,  or  some  peculiarity  in  the  employer 
He  plays  upon  these  with  such  representations  of  himself  and 
of  his  qualifications  as,  if  reduced  to  writing,  and  measured, 
by  the  rule  of  mere  literal  correctness,  could  not  be  pro- 
nounced to  be  lies.  He 'succeeds,  and  chuckles  over  his  smartness. 
He  has  only  "  fibbed."  But  he  will  hear  from  it.  His  character 
and  history  are  not  such  as  his  employer  supposed  them  to  be,  and 
that  employer  will  not  be  long  in  making  the  discovery ;  and  then 
lie  will  magnify  the  offence,  and,  in  his  resentment  at  being  out- 
witted, will  regard  his  new  employee  as  an  arrant  liar. 

But  he  has  said  to  himself:  "  My  employer  will  not  be  perfectly 
truthful,  and  I  must  fight  him  with  his  own  weapons."  It  is  too 
true  that  many  business-men  are  careles3  in  their  representations 
to  those  who  apply  for  place.  Tfcey  have  a  "  fibbing"  way  of 
keeping  back  statements,  of  making  the  work  seem  less  than  it  is, 
and  more  attractive.  When  the  real  work  comes,  and  the  em- 
ployee finds  that  he  is  required  to  be  longer  at  it  and  harder  at  it 
than  was  represented,  and  that  he  has  fewer  privileges  than  were 
intimated,  if  not  promised,  he  loses  respect  for  his  employer.  In 
the  one  case  it  was  supposed  by  the  applicant  that  he  was  selling 
his  services  at  a  large  price,  and  in  the  other  that  the  employer 
was  securing  services  at  a  low  price;  and  both  are  disappointed 
-and  injured  ;  yet  there  was  nothing  but  "  fibbing"  between  them. 

After  engagement,  a  want  of  lrankness  toward  the  employer  is 
considered  venial.  A  mistake  is  made  toward  a  customer.  The 
head  of  the  house  perceives  that  something  is  wrong.  The  clerk 
or  salesman  covers  the  transaction  with  a  "  fib,"  which  turns  the 
attention  of  the  house  from  himself.  But  the  customer  is  lost. 
What  the  salesman  said  was  literally  true,  but  there  were  facts 
suppressed,  and  a  "  fib"  uttered,  and  harm  done.  How  much  bet- 
ter if  tho  salesman  had  owned  the  mistake  to  the  customer,  and  to 
the  employer,  and  offered  to  make  it  right  if  it  took  his  month's 
salary.  To  such  a  frank  spirit,  the  employer,  if  he  had  any  high 
sense  of  right,  would  have  allowed  no  pecuniary  loss ;  but  if  he 
were  mean  enough  to  do  that,  no  man  could  be  so  base  as  not  to 
honor  the  nobility  of  truth.  Every  employer  has  a  right  to  as 
perfect  a  know  ledge  of  every  transaction  through  his  agent  as  if  it 
had  been  through  himself. 

But  employers  become  largely  guilty  for  the  "  fibs"  of  those  in 
their  service,  by  their  own  want  of  thorough  truthfulness  toward 
their  subordinates.  Sometimes  business  directions  are  given  in 
words  of  such  high  morality  as  would  impart  to  an  uninitiated  lis- 
tener the  sense  of  public  virtue  in  the  utterer,  but  with  a  tone  and 
manner  which  the  clerk  or  salesman  perfectly  well  understands 
as  intimating  a  certain  license.  Now  ail  this  frets  away  mutual 
respect  as  a  moth  does  a  garment. 

'-  Fibs"  to  buyers  are  boasted  of  as  smartness.    Such  are,  insin- 


uations of  the  value  of  articles,  of  their  probable  future  scarceness, 
of  their  admirable  suitableness  to  the  purchaser,  beyond  what  is 
believed  to  be  the  facts  in  the  case.  Such  is,  playing  upon  tho 
vanity  of  a  woman,  who  will  give  $300  more  than  its  intrinsic  val- 
ue, fora  shawl  whtchhad  belonged  to  Eugenie,  when  she  was  mis- 
tress of  the  Tuileries,  by  selling  a  shawl  which  had  belonged  to 
Eugenie  (Mrs.  Eugenie  Smith)  when  her  husband  was  member  of 
a  ring  of  political  robbers.  Such  is  the  praising  of  the  fit  of  a 
coat,  and  the  adaptation  of  its  color  to  the  complexion  of  the  wear- 
er, who  is  a  greenhorn,  thus  getting  off  hands  a  garment  that  has 
been  a  "  shopkeeper"  for  the  season.  Such  are  a  thousand  artful 
speeches  uttered  by  modistes  to  their  customers  ;  glib  little  phrases 
which  are  regarded  as  having  no  element  of  immorality,  as 
being  only  the  lubricating  oil  necessary  to  abate  the  friction  of 
business.  But  they  are  discoverable,  and  when  discovered  they 
breed  distrust.  It  is  because  it  is  known  that  they  are  employed 
that  there  is  so  little  confidence  in  trade. 

"  But  purchasers  have  similar  tricks."  It  was  so  in  the  days  of 
Solomon.  He  describes  such  an  ancient "  fib"  thus :  "  It  is  naught, 
it  is  naught  I  saith  the  buyer ;  but  when  he  hath  gone  his  way  then 
heboasteth."  How  frequently  that  is  done  in  this  day!  Men  depre- 
ciate the  wares  as  they  buy  them,  and  then  boast  over  the  "  bar- 
gains" they  have  made,  attaching  to  the  word  a  meaning  very 
much  beyond  its  signification  in  law. 

No  wit  can  make  a  "  fib"  true,  no  theory  can  take  it  oat  of  the 
category  of  the  immoralities,  and  no  gain  can  make  it  profitable 
iu  busineta  A  "  fib"  is  a  doubled  lie ;  it  is  a  lie  striving  to  lie  it- 
self out  of  lying. —  Union.  Advocate. 


The  Dignity  of  Useful  Labor.— The  following  extract, 
taken  from  the  introductory  chapter  of  a  story  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  B. 
Laing,  commenced  in  the  November  number  of  Our  Monthly, 
shows  that,  "  Honest  labor  bears  a  lovely  face." 

"  It  is  a  simple  story  which  I  am  about  to  relate,  a  story  of  hum- 
ble life ;  yet  by  industry,  by  noble  aspirations,  and  untiring  per- 
severance in  well-doing,  it  may,  perhaps,  surpass  the  usage  of 
more  courtly  ranks.  Then  why  do  I  say  humble  lifet  for  no  life 
is  humble  which  aims  at  the  good  of  its  fellow-men.  and  marks 
same 

"Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time." 
Life,  with  a  sublime  motive — with  all  its  energies  devoted  to  man's 
advancement,  eitherasan  individual,  or  as  a  class,  is  sublime;  a  liie 
of  diligence  and  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties  ap- 
pointed, that  life  is  perhaps  more  exalted  in  the  sight  of  our  Heav- 
enly Father  than  that  of  the  crowned  monarch.  The  poor  man — 
poor  in  this  world's  favors,  who  rises  from  his  bed  ere  the  morning 
breaks  and  toils  until  twilight  in  her  soft  mantle  enfolds  the  earth — 
toils  in  the  sweat  of  his  brow  for  dependent  beings,  for  the  wifd 
and  children  he  loves  in  tbe  cottage  home,  or  in  some  close  attic 
of  the  city's  noisome  street — this  poor  man  may  be  humble  in  the 
sight  of  man,  but  not  in  the  sight  of  his  Maker.  What  says  Mr. 
Beecher  ?  '  A  man  who  can  take  the  place  which  (Jod  puts  him  in, 
and  stick  to  it  and  fight  it  through,  and  stand  a  man  every  inch,  has, 
I  think,  awaiting  him  an  estate  of  glory  such  as  has  not  been  known 
in  this  world.'  Labor  is  no  curse.  It  is  a  blessing.  Idleness  is 
the  bane  of  our  lives.  The  hand  of  labor  strikes  down  the  fiends 
who  would  enslave  both  mind  and  body.  The  hand  of  idleness 
beckons  them  on,  and  submits  to  be  enchained.  Give  us,  ihen,  la- 
bor for  the  mind,  labor  for  the  hands,  and  blessings  will  crown 
the  end.  What  days  and  nights  of  patient,  laborious  study  have 
Agassiz  and  Pierce  given  for  the  benefit  of  science,  and  to  the  glory 
of  the  Creator,  in  deciphering  the  grand  hieroglyphicsof  creation — 
the  one  its  terrestrial,  the  other  its  celestial  mysteries ;  and  while 
Agassiz  interprets  both  man  and  turtles,  Pierce  soars  amid  the 
stars ;  the  planets  are  his  pastime ;  he  plays  with  a  comet  as  a  boy 
with  a  kite,  and  as  unceremoniously  unravels  the  tail,  that  thereby 
he  may  soar  still  higher  in  the  illimitable  space.  Professor  Hitch- 
cock trod  the  round  earth  as  confidently  as  a  child  the  boundaries 
of  his  father's  garden.  He  hammered  at  the  foundations  thereof, 
and  understood  its  mysteries  more  clearly  than  one  can  fathom  the 
intricacies  of  a  Chinese  puzzle.  Morse  held  the  lightning  In  his 
hands, 

"Put  a  girdle  round  the  earth," 

and  trellised  the  seas.  Mrs.  Williston,  in  a  quiet  New-England 
village,  gits  calmly  down  at  her  cottage-  door,  and  studies  out  the 
mechanism  of  a — button  t  She  holds  in  her  hand  that  tiny  mould 
of  British  art,  and  thinks  the  Yankees  can  beat  it.  So  she  turns  it 
over  and  over,  and  finally  essays  her  skill.  She  is  successful,  and 
now  upon  no  other  foundation  than  that  simple  button  is  reared  a 
stately  structure  of  learning ;  and  the  beautiful,  prosperous  village 
of  East-Hampton,  Massachusetts,  with  its  great  wealth  and  noble 
manufactories,  employing  thousands  of  hands  daily,  may  be  sail 
to  owe  its  origin,  certainly  its  prosperity,  to  the  skill  of  a  New- 
England  matron.  Many  others  might  be  named  whose  works  do 
mignify  them." 


Digitized  by  V^iOOQlC 


Association  Monthly. 

Address  Association  Monthly,  corner  Fourth  Avenue  and 23d  Street,  New-York  City. 


Vol.  IV.-No.  2. ) 
Whole  No.  38.     ) 


NEW-YORK,  FEBRUARY,  1873. 


TERMS 


enU, 


THE  NEW  BUILDING  OF  THE  BOSTON  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Association  has  been  slowly  accumulating  a  building  fond 
for  the  last  twenty  years,  the  idea  having  been  first  broached  by 
the  late  J.  Sullivan  Warren  and  Alden  Speare,  and  the  first  gift 
toward  it,  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Association,  was  a 
gold-piece,  an  English  crown,  given  by  its  first  President,  Francis 
O.  Watts.  This  sum  has  accumulated  until  the  Association  has 
ventured  to  purchase  the  present  building,  at  the  corner  of  Tre- 
xhont  and  Eliot  streets.  The  price  paid  was  $125,000,  of  which 
there  is  still  $65,000  to  be  raised.  To  pay  this  debt  the  executive 
management  have  in  view  a  scheme  which  will  shortly  be  made 
public  and  which  will  be  unique  in  its  nature,  its  novelty,  and  its 
magnitude.  Until  this  mysterious  plan  is  matured  for  publica- 
tion curiosity,  must  be  left  to  its  own  conjectures.  We  may  say, 
however,  that  neither  a  great  fair  nor  another  World's  Jubilee 
is  proposed. 

The  first  floor  of  the  building  is  mainly  rented  for  stores, 
though  the  employment  bureau  find  limited  accommodations 
here.  There  are  fifty  or  sixty  applicants  daily,  and  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  these  find  occupation.  The  Association  keeps 
from  one  to  three  men  busily  employed  in  this  department.  The 
next  floor  contains  the  library,  the  office  of  Mr.  Rowland,  the 
Managing  Secretary,  and  the  parlor  and  reading  rooms,  each  forty 


feet  square.  They  are  extremely  pleasant,  neatly  carpeted,  hung 
with  pictures,  and  are  filled  with  tables  and  chairs,  all  the  papers 
and  magazines,  a  croquet-board,  a  grand  piano,  and  a  cabinet  of 
curiosities.  These  rooms  are  usually  well  filled,  and  this  fact 
shows  that  the  Association  meets  a  necessity  of  the  community. 
The  next  floor  contains  an  ample  committee-room,  and  the  large 
hall,  80  by  40  feet,  which  contains  a  piano  and  organ,  pictures, 
and  seating  accommodation  for  about  six  hundred  persons.  The 
hall  is  in  general  use,  prayer-meetings,  lectures,  and  numerous 
assemblies  occupying  it  nearly  every  evening  of  the  week.  Above 
all,  on  the  upper  floor,  is  the  gymnasium,  which  is  the  best 
in  the  city,  and  is  most  elaborately  and  conveniently  fitted  up. 
Some  175  young  men  are  members  of  the  gymnasium,  and  every 
accommodation  is  offered,  and  though  the  price  has  been  reduced 
one-half  from  the  rates  under  the  former  management,  in  the  past 
two  months  the  receipts  have  been  nearly  sufficient  to  cover  the 
current  expenses  for  the  whole  year.  A  lyceum  is  connected  with 
the  Association  which  holds  meetings  for  literary  exercises  and 
debates  every  two  weeks.  It  has  given  a  course  of  excellent  lec- 
tures free.  It  has  a  circulating  library  of  4500  volumes ;  holds 
Bible-classes  every  Sunday  afternoon ;  holds  three  services  daily 
at  the  rooms,  and  one  each  evening  on  board  the  receiving-ship 
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Ohio.  It  also  holds  a  meeting  for  the  benefit  of  the  Marine  Corps 
at  the  Navy  Yard  semi-weekly.  In  the  summer,  many  open-air 
meetings  are  held  on  the  Common  and' in  other  parts  of  the  city 
under  its  auspices ;  a  temperance  society  is  one  of  the  auxiliaries, 


SECOND  FLOOR. 


THIRD  FLOOR. 


and  provision  is  made  by  which  the  young  men  can  make  deposits 
for  the  Penny  Savings  Bank  at  the  rooms.  The  circulation  of  re- 
ligious literature  is  one  of  the  most  important  agencies  of  the 
Association.  In  the  past  Ave  years,  the  Boston  Association  has 
imported  over  eleven  tons  of  Dublin  publications,  which  numbered 
some  fifteen  million  different  tracts  and  leaflets  which  they  have 
circulated  in  all  sections  of  the  city.  While  the  field  of  work  is 
absolutely  limitless,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  agencies  of  the  Asso- 
ciation are  capable  of  doing  a  vast  deal  of  work.  The  new  build- 
ing was  dedicated  on  the  first  day  of  the  year 

DEDICATORY  KXKBCI8ES. 

A  morning  service  was  held  at  the  rooms  from  half-past  eight 
to  ten  o'clock,  which  was  devoted  to  the  subject  of  "  Self-Conse- 
cration," and  conducted  by  James  W.  Kimball.  An  interesting 
"  noon  "  meeting  was  also  held  from  twelve  to  two  o'clock.  The 
special  subject  of  the  meeting  was  "  God  with  us  f  it  was  con- 
ducted in  a  spirited  manner  by  Russell  Sturgis,  President  of  the 
Association.  The  services  of  the  evening  were  held  in  the  spa- 
cious hall,  which  was  filled  at  an  early  hour.  The  introductory 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Grafton,  and  were 
introduced  by  singing  "  All  hail  the  powerof  Jesus'  name."  The 
music  was  furnished  by  a  selected  choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Alexander,  the  congregation  joining  their  voices  in  the  fami- 
liar hymns.  Appropriate  selections  of  Scripture  were  read,  another 
hymn  was  sung,  and  a  fervent  prayer  offered.  ' 

President  Sturgis  made  a  few  introductory  remarks,  alluding  to 
the  change  from  the  location  which  the  Association  had  occupied 
foe  twenty-one  yean.  He  believed  the  building  was  erected  for 
their  use,  it  was  so  well  adapted  to  their  purpose.  The  meetings 
held  here  had  been  spiritual  and  deeply  interesting.  They  had 
bought  the  building  and  given  it  to  the  Lord,  and  they  had  come 
together  to  pray  that  He  would  accept  it.  They  were  first  to  hear 
from  one  who  had  been  their  dear  friend  from  the  very  beginning 
—the  Rev.  E.  N.  Kirk,  D  J).  The  venerable  preacher  spoke  of  the 
objections  which  had  been  made  to  the  Association — that  it  weaned 
young  men  from  the  Church.  But  when  a  person  was  converted 
he  became  a  member  of  the  great  Catholic  Church  of  God.  A  per- 
son Joined  first  the  Catholic  Church,  the  one  indivisible,  immortal 


Church  of  God.  Joining  the  local  ehurch'did  not  change  this  rela- 
tionship. Christians  should  keep  on  the  comman;evangelical  ground, 
and  avoid  everything  that' tended  to  magnify  the  local  or  denomina- 
tional Church,  or  stifle  the  broad  Catholic  Church.    This  work  of 


FOURTH  FLOOR. 
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EXTENSION. 


the  young  men  was  a  noble  and  glorious  one.  He  maintained 
that  Christians  had  the  right  and  the  privilege  to  unite  in  such  or 
ganizations.  There  was  a  peculiar  value  to  this  unsectarian  work . 
He  was  prouder  that  he  belonged  to  this  Association. 

The  next  address  was  by  the  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks  on  the  sub- 
ject of  "  Self-Consecration."  He  said  the  dedication  of  the  build- 
ing to  humanity  could  be  contrasted  with  the  dedication  of  self 
to  God.  The  glory  of  God  was  one  of  the  impulse  ideas  of  the 
Bible,  and  when  they  reached  the  highest  plane  of  humanity,  it 
would  be  seen  that  there  was  no  conflict  between  the  glory  of  God 
and  the  highest  good  of  His  creatures.  The  needs  of  human  life 
and  the  needs  of  those  round  about  us  would  be  met  in  the  full 
self-dedication  to  God.  The  converted  Christian  was  one  at  home 
and  in  his  own  closet,  and  goes  forth  among  his  fellow-men  to 
work  out  the  consecration  he  had  received  there.  The  only  motive 
of  a  true  life  was  the  glorification  of  God  in  body  and  spirit,  which 
would  dignify  one's  work  for  his  fellow-men^wlth  a  new  sweetness 
and  a  new  spirit. 

The  Rev.  A.  J.  Gordon,  of  the  Clarendon-street  Baptist  church, 
spoke  of  "  Oneness  with  Christ."  The  first  aim  of  all  should  be  to 
anchor  safely  to  Christ,  and  to  remember  how  much  they  moat 
depend  on  faith  for  their  success.  This  was  a  matter  of  the  first 
importance  for  consideration  on  this  dedication  evening.  Fellow- 
ship with  Christ  made  them  partakers  of  all  He  is.  This  sense  of 
Christian  assurance  was  worth  everything  in  their  work,  though 
the  ease  with  which  they  might  fall  into  sin  should  not  be  for- 
gotten. There  was  also  the  oneness  of  sympathy  which  the 
Christian  had  with  Christ,  which  made  him  reach  out  more  ten- 
derly for  others.  It  was  above  all  mere  human  sympathy,  and 
was  a  motive  and  spring  for  all  Christian  labor.  There  should 
also  be  a  union  with  Christ  in  all  work,  for  Christ  was  willing  to 
bear  the  most  oppressive  pact  of  the  burden. 
.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Steele,  of  the  Tremont-atreet  Methodist  ehuxeb. 
spoke  on  the  "  Witness  of  the  Spirit."  By  this  he  underttood.  a* 
impression  made  on  the  soul  whereby  the  Holy  Spirit  testifies]  di- 
rectly that  Christ  died  for  the  believer.  It  was  intuitional  and.  in, 
the  best  sense  of  the  word,  transcendental.  It  was  above  all  mv 
sorting.    It  was  a  day  star  which  arose  in  the  hearts  of  all  Chrf*. 
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tlans.    It  via  this  doctrine  that  made  Christianity  bo  joyful.  The 
experience  was  attainable  by  all. 

The  next  address  was  on  the  subject  of  "  Faith,"  by  the  Rev. 

Dr.  Cullis.    He  said  if  they  wanted  their  prayers  answered  they 

most  believe  in  God  and  consecrate  themselves  to  Him.    Simple 

trust  in  God  would  make  Christian  young  men  a  power  for  good, 

0  and  multiply  Christian  Associations  in  this  city. 

The  next  speaker  was  Robert  R.  MeBurney,  Secretary  of  the 
New-York  Association,  who  oengratulated  the  Association  on  the- 
fact  that  they  now  had  a  house  of  their  own.  He  said  there 
were  now  844  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  in  this  country, 
with  a  membership  of  over  150,000 ;  and  they  had  reason  to  thank 
God  that  these  Associations  had  been  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing such  a  grand  work.  The  progress  of  these  Associations  had 
been  in  a  large  degree  due  to  the  earnest  labors  of  the  Boston  As- 
sociation. The  whole  United  States  and  British  Provinces  owed  a 
great  deal  to  Boston,  because  they  had  held  to  the  true  principles 
of  the  organization.  The  influence  was  even  felt  at  the  World's 
Conference  in  Amsterdam  last  August. 

The  Rev.  Henry  M.  Parsons,  oi  the  Union  church,'  Columbus- 
avenue,  spoke  briefly  of  the  "  Union  of  Believers,"  and  introduced 
Scripture  testimony  on  the  subject. 

William  H.  Baldwin,  President  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Union,  made  an  interesting  address  specially  directed  to  the  young 
men,  which  was  frequently  applauded. 

Franklin  W.  Smith,  one  of  the  early  Presidents  of  the  Associ- 
ation, made  a  pleasing  speech,  and  after  a  few  effective  remarks 
by  President  Sturges,  the  meeting  was  closed  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Kirk. 

The  Boston  Evening  Journal  says:  "During  the  many  years 
the  Association  has  been  in  operation,  it  has  steadily  commended 
itself  to  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our  community,  whether 
they  coincided  with  it  in  matters  of  faith  or  not.  It  has  confess- 
edly done  a  great  and  noble  work.  It  directs  itself  especially  to 
that  class— the  young  men  of  business  life  and  preparation — who, 
while  they  constitute  the  hope  and  strength  of  the  city,  most  of 
all  need  the  support,  the  cooperation,  and  the  sympathies  of  true 
Christian  gentlemen.  To  many  such,  especially  to  those  who  have 
come  among  us  from  abroad,  and  who  are  liable  to  all  the  depres- 
sion and  perils  of  strangers  in  a  strange  land,  the  Association  has 
virtually  stood  in  the  place  of  a  home  and  of  brethren,  and  has 
done  as  much  to  inspire  usefulness  as  social  enjoyment.  Our 
merchants  and  citizens  generally  owe  it  to  themselves  to  see  to  it 
that  such  an  efficient  instrumentality  for  good  does  not  suffer  in 
Its  resources  for  want  of  adequate  support.  The  rooms  it  has  now 
acquired  will  prove  a  great  convenience  and  will  add  materially 
to  die  servioeableness  of  the  institution.  We  congratulate  It  upon 
its  good  fortune,  and  trust  that  it  is  but  a  harbinger  of  the  aug- 
mented prosperity  and  beneficent  power  which  it  will  yet  attain. 


THE    TOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCI- 
ATION: ITS  CHARACTER  AND  OBJECTS. 

BT  BBV.  ABffHTJB  T.  FXBB80X. 

Wahave  come  thus  late  in  history  to  the  era  of  associations 
which  link  young  men  in  Christian  fellowship. 

The  only  strange  thing  is  that  wo  have  not  reached  this  epoch 
earllqr.  The  writer  was  one  of  those  who,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  helped  to  lift  to  its  feet  one  of  the  pioneer  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  oountry,  scarce  a  score  of  years  ago. 
The  only  reason  which  we  can  assign  why  we  have  been  so  slow 
in  coming  to  this  point  is,  that  perhaps  we  were  not  ready  for  it 
before.  But  that  we  were  prepared  for  it  now  there  can  be  little 
doubt  If  we  look  at  the  astonishing  growth  of  this  Banyan  toes, 
whose  branches  bending  to  root  themselves  in  every  new  locality 
and  then  growing  up  for  a  new  reach  to  yet  more  distant  points 
sA  last  cover  the  nation  with  a  sacred  verdure  and  shade. 

It  is  neither  fulsome  nor  frivolous  to  say  that  to  stand  in  the 
presence  of  a  Christian  Association  of  young  men  is  enough  to  awe 
even  a  giant  mind,  if  one  remembers  what  elements  of  strength 
aadbeaatyar*  then  both  for  the  Church  and  State.    Did  the 


orator  look  from  the  forum  upon  the  patricians  of  Old  Rome,  or 
from  the  bema,  upon  the  philosophers  of  Greece ;  or,  from  the 
tribune,  upon  the  French  Assembly,  he  would  not  behold  a  more 
potent  force  in  the  shaping  of  society.  The  springs  of  national 
life  are  not  open  to  the  touch  half  so  keenly  among  the  English 
Commons,  the  German  scholars,  or  the  American  Senators,  as  they 
are  in  a  circle  of  young  men,  where  minds  and  hearts,  throbbing 
with  the  pulses  of  youthful  thought  and  feeling,  are  waiting  for 
the  right  impulse  to  form  and  fix  their  whole  future.  Although 
the  writer  feels  himself  doubly  identified  with  such  organisations 
as  these,not  only  as  a  young  man  and  a  Chriatian.but  as  one  of  the 
first  to  respond  to  this  new  call  which  marshalled  us  into  the  lines, 
yet  no  immodesty  is  ehargeable  upon  us  in  claiming  a  high  point 
of  prospect,  a  grand  position  for  service.  If  we  affirm  that  such 
associations  ss  these  indicate  a  mighty  stride  in  Christian  civilisa- 
tion, we  acknowledge,  with  unaffected  humility,  that  all  human 
elevation  is  but  progress  up  an  inclined  plane,  where  the  force  to 
which  true  advance  is  attributable  lies  in  an  *  engine  at  the  top." 
We  have  not  by  our  own  might  or  power  climbed  to  these  heights 
of  intellectual  and  moral  grandeur.  God  and  Christianity  have 
drawn  us  up.  In  one  sense,  perhaps,  we  are  none  the  better;  in 
another  sense,  who  can  measure  the  distance  between  us  and 
those  whose  only  means  of  social  locomotion  was  the  iron  chariot 
of  a  martial  civilization,  with  the  two  kino  of  avarice  and  am- 
bition to  tug  at  h,  or  the  unwieldy  elephant  of  a  rude,  half  bar- 
barous culture  to  drag  it  blindly  forward! 

Here,  then,  at  the  outset,  let  us  formally  recognise  that  the  ele- 
ments we  bring  together  are  of  Ood,  and  that  to  Him  alone  we 
owe  all  good  hope  of  real  progresi  for  ourselves  or  our  race, 
either  through  individual  or  associated  effort. 

In  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  we  have,  as  a  glance 
will  show,  three  things,  which  I  name  in  the  order  of  their  impor- 
tance and  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  now  to  come  before  us 
for  brief  review:  Manhood,  Brotherhood,  and  Christianity.  These 
are  elements  of  power,  even  when  they  exist  alone  ;  how  much 
more  then,  when  they  bring  their  scattered  might  into  one  com- 
pact force,  when  all  that  is  strong  and  beautiful  in  manly  natures, 
combined  and  concentrated  in  association,  is  pervaded,  unified, 
sanctified  by  Christianity. 

First,  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  in  it  the  ele- 
ment of  manhood,  and  that,  in  its  prime  of  unexhausted  vigor  ; 
youth  enough,  to  insure  enthusiasm  and  energy ;  manliness 
enough,to  secure  judgment  and  maturity.  The  glory  of  the  young 
man  is  his  strength,  and  where  can  you  find  a  better  illustration 
of  strength  than  in  a  ripe  manhood,  with  keen  senses  snd  elastic 
limbs,  sound  organs  and  healthy  life  ;  with  active  mental  powers 
and  unsullied  morals,  with  a  nature,  as  yet  warm  with  human 
sympathy,  aglow  with  cheerful  enthusiasm,  unblunted  in  its 
sensibilities,  prepared  to  do  a  work  or  bear  a  load,  brave,  genial, 
generous. 

To  one  who  appreciates  these  elements  of  youthful  power,  it 
will  not  be  surprising  if,  as  we  showed  in  a  previous  article,  young 
men  have  made  their  mark  in  history,  and  have  done  the  work 
even  where  another  has  borne  the  palm.  Virgil  illustrates  the 
statement.  After  he  affixed  to  the  gate  of  the  Augustan  palace, 
the  famous  complimentary  distich,  modestly  withholding  his  name, 
another  ventured  to  claim  the  authorship  and  accept  the  royal  re. 
ward,  whereupon  Virgil  wrote  the  famous  line  : 

"  Hos  ego  versioulos  fad,  tub*  alter  honores." 

Though  a  great  poet,  at  thirty  years  of  age,  Virgil  found  that 
ha  who  really  wins  the  race  does  not  always  carry  away  the 
crown. 

It  is  in  history's  conflicts,  as  in  the  mock  battles  of  the  chess 
board.  Knights  wear  the  garters,  bishops  the  mitres,  castles  the 
banners,  and  kings  and  queens  the  crowns,  which  are  the  em- 
blems of  chivalry ^lavotioB,courage  and  power  while  the  fact  Is  that 
oftentimes  it  is  the  patent,  that  are  crowned  wish  no  badges  of  dig- 
nity nor  symbols  of  success,  that  tsm  the  battle  and  save  knights 
from  being  unhowed,Wshops  from  disgrace,  castles  from  siege  and 
sack,  and  kings  from  checkmate  The  fathers  in  history,  poetry, 
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oratory,  science,  art  and  generalship  and  even  philosophy  have 
been  young  men. 

A  young  man  ought  to  be  a  power  for  good  in  the  world.  With 
the  facilities  for  knowledge  which  even  a  common-school  educa' 
tion  famishes,  in  a  country  where  no  titled  aristocracy  usurps 
the  honors,  and  no  silly  social  caste  keeps  down  real  merit,  a 
young  man  is  inexcusable,  if  he  is  not  wielding  the  sceptre  of  .a 
strong  and  pure  and  far-reaching  influence.  A  young  American 
has  no  apology  for  amounting  to  nothing  I  What  wings  may  be 
found  in  youthful  faith  and  hope  with  which  to  soar  to  lofty 
heights  ;  what  hope  of  reaching  great  results  to  those  in  whose 
bright  lexicon  is  no  such  word  as  "  fail  1"  If  you  but  will  to  be 
and  to  do  something,  God  and  man  and  history  and  your  own 
nature,  stand  ready  to  aid  you.  If  an  association  has  manhood,  it 
has  a  real  element  of  success.  Bat  let  us  not  measure  the  mean- 
ing of  that  grand  word  man  by  any  narrow  notion  of  fashionable 
society.  Manhood  is  not  gauged  by  a  six-foot  stick  nor  measured 
by  a  legal  term  of  years ;  but  by  the  manliness,  magnanimity, 
maturity  of  a  mind  and  soul  that  have  put  away  childish  things. 
If  there  be  growth  of  body  and  no  growth  of  mind,  there  cannot 
be  true  manliness ;  a  small-minded  man  is  a  contradiction.  And 
let  us  not  call  him  a  man,  all  of  whom  grows  except  his  heart; 
his  body  and  even  his  mind  enlarging  only  to  show,  in  more  vivid 
contrast,  his  little  soul. 

Real  manhood  is  mighty ;  meanness  will  not  corrupt  nor  ob- 
stacles dismay  it.  It  is  the  quarry  whence  must  be  hewn,  the  pil- 
lars both  of  Church,  and  State,  whether  they  be  the  rough  blocks 
of  native  simplicity  and  integrity,  the  plain  Doric  supports  of  a 
plebeian  common  culture  and  intelligence,  or  the  Corinthian 
columns  of  an  elaborate  and  classic  learning  and  elegant  accom- 
plishment. We  welcome,  then,  as  a  harbinger  of  great  good  to 
the  race,  any  measure  that  looks  to  the  association  of  young  men, 
for  lawful,  honorable,  noble  ends.  For  manhood's  sake,  we  hail 
what  will  tend  to  develop  and  direct  manlv  power ;  for  society's 
sake  what  may  thus  create  an  ennobling  influence. 

(TO  BB    CONTINUED.) 


COTTAGE   PRAYE&-MEETINGB. 

BY  VIATOR. 

No  part  of  the  work  of  Young  Hen's  Christian  Associations 
brings  such  positive  fruit  as  the  simple  cottage  or  neighborhood 
prayer-meeting.  From  extensive  travel  and  intimate  acquaintance 
with  Associations,  I  feel  assured  that  the  organizations  that  en- 
gage in  this  kind  of  aggressive  work  wield  an  influence  above  all 
others. 

It  is  beginning  to  be  accepted  among  experienced  workers  that, 
beyond  a  certain  point,  people  are  not  to  be  moved  in  masses.  The 
Holy  Spirit  wants  the  use  of  other  means.  Personal  contact  with 
people  and  definite  instruction  is  the  great  need  of  to-day  in  Chris- 
tian work. 

Melting  and  stimulating  speeches  may  be  made  to  the  multi- 
tude, that  bring  nothing  but  encomiums  to  the  speaker.  These 
are  laurels  that  fade,  if  they  do  nothing  worse.  The  words  spoken 
In  private  or  social  intercourse  are  generally  accepted  as  coming 
from  the  heart,  and  they  rarely  fail  to  reach  the  heart  of  some  one. 
While  the  speaker  may  not  have  his  name  noised  abroad,  an  im- 
mortal soul  may  be  his  "crown  of  rejoicing"  in  glory.  The  roll 
of  honor,  as  we  now  read  it,  will  be  surprisingly  changed  when  we 
see  it  with  undimmed  vision  in  the  day  when  "  we  shall  know  even 
as  also  we  are  known." 

Let  every  humble  voice  uplifted  in  the  name  of  Jesus  be  en- 
couraged to  speak  on  with  unwavering  faith  in  the  God  who  rules 
men's  hearts  and  "ordains  strength  tern  the  mouths  of  babes  and 
sucklings.'' 

A  neighboring  Association  holds,  during  the  week,  five  cottage 
meetings.  Two  or  three  members  are  appointed  in  regular  turn 
to  conduct  them  ;  and  when  they  all  come  together,  once  a  week, 
in  the  Association  room  for  prayer,  and  give  reports  of  their  work, 
you  may  rest  assured  that  it  is  no  dull  meeting,  and  they  are  not 
constantly  on  the  rack  to  invent  new  plana  to  make  their  meet- 


ings fresh  and  spirited.  A  working  Association  never  fails  to 
have  a  live  meeting.  Work  gives  a  full  heart,  and  from  the  ful- 
ness of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaks. 

The  rolls  of  several  pastors  in  that  neighborhood,  contain  the 
names  of  whole  families  brought  into  the  fold  of  the  Church 
through  their  influence. 

The  influence  of  these  meetings  is  reflex— benefiting  those  who 
conduct  them  as  well  as  those  who  hear.  A  timid,  inexperienced 
man,  whose  heart  prompts  him  to  hear  the  Master's  call  to  His 
vineyard,  finds  in  such  work  a  field  that  gradually  calls  out  his 
power  without  overawing  or  causing  him  to  sink  down  through 
his  sense  of  inefficiency. 

Thus  it  leads  to  his  development  as  a  useful,  spiritual  workman 

The  meetings  are  informal  and  conversational,  allowing  free 
interchange  of  thought  and  feeling  upon  passages  of  Scripture 
bearing  upon  every  phase  of  Christian  life.  Illustrations  are 
used ;  incidents  are  cited ;  honest  and  heart-felt  experiences  are 
related;  objections  are  answered;  soul-lifting  hymns  are  sung; 
pointed  and  fervent  prayers  are  offered;  the  love  of  Christ  moves 
upon  all  hearts,  and  it  is  not  strange,  when  the  meeting  closes,  to 
hear  the  members  of  the  family  say,  "  Please  come  back  again  as 
soon  as  you  can." 

A  young  man,  who  would  find  himself  unnerved  if  called  upon 
for  the  first  time  to  conduct  a  larger  meeting,  is  astonished  to  find 
how  readily  he  adapts  himself  to  the  work  in  a  cottage-meeting. 
A  new  light  kindles  in  his  eye.  A  strange  warmth  of  heart  is  his. 
He  feels  that  God  has  something  for  him  to  do,  and  will  use  his 
humble  efforts,  as  he  has  never  felt  it  before. 

In  the  face  of  this,  no  one  need  say  that  this  is  not  the  work  of 
Associations,  when  it  leads  a  young  man  to  think  of  Christ,  and 
to  speak  and  act  for  Him  in  a  way  he  had  never  dared  to  attempt. 


SI.ANO. 


It  1b  probable  that  we  are  not  any  worse  than  our  ancestors  in 
our  use  of  slang  language.  Oar  vocabulary,  at  any  rate,  is  a  very 
extensive  one,  and  its  use  is  very  popular.  Slang  is  largely  the 
property  of  conversation,  yet  it  not  anfrequently  creeps  into  our 
prints— the  respectable  ones  we  mean  ;  with  the  lower  ones,  of 
course  it  is  the  outer  vestment  which  gives  to  facts  their  color- 
ing. 

But  conversation's  the  soil  peculiarly  adapted  to  slang ;  it  looks 
bad  in  print,  and  besides  it  would  subject  one  to  unfavorable 
criticism ;  it  would  be  a  violation  of  good  usage  and  good  taste, 
and  insinuate  that  the  writer  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
his  mother  tongue. 

Slang  contributes,  we  know,  at  times,  to  make  conversation 
piquant  and  humorous,  and  is  admissible  under  proper  restrictions 
and  within  certain  limits ;  but  the  tendency  is  not  only  to  use  it 
too  freely,  but  to  employ  the  whole  vocabulary  of  the  street  ver- 
nacular, making  conversation  vulgar  and  disgusting. 

Every  few  months  develops  some  new  slang  phrase ;  it  has  a 
wonderful  run,  is  heard  at  every  street-corner,  is  the  catchword 
for  advertisers,  and  affords  small  brains  a  new  gem  with  which 
they  can  set  off  their  gabble ;  but,  like  the  fashions,  it  soon  passes 
away,  or  is  laid  aside  for  only  occasional  use.  How  unlike  the 
words  which  good  usage  sanctions,  which  become  the  permanent 
property  of  our  language,  and  shed  a  brighter  lustre  by  their  time- 
honored  use  I 

Young  men  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  evil  habit  of  using 
slang.  They  are  thrown  together  in  business,  in  school,  and  al- 
most everywhere,  and  we  are  such  creatures  of  imitation  that  bo- 
fore  we  are  aware  of  it  we  have  caught  the  infection,  and  the  pol- 
luting word  has  passed  the  lips.  What  advantage  is  gained  by- 
terming  a  man  a  fraud,  a  blower,  a  swindle,  a  Moat,  a  dead  b&at, 
instead  of  calling  him,  in  vigorous  English,  by  names  that  would. 
designate  definitely  his  character  ?  Cheeky  may  be  very  emphatic* 
but  it  is  vulgarly  so.  To  be  dead-broke — without  the  stamps  or 
the  rocks— is  an  unenviable  condition  to  be  in,  but  affords  u 
excuse  for  such  low,  barbarous  use  of  the  noble  gift  of  speech. 

If  you  are  guilty  of  the  habitual  use  of  slang,  set  earnesU-*- and 
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prayerfully  At  work  to  undo  the  mischief  it  has  occasioned  by  re- 
sisting the  temptation.  Your  conversation  cannot  he  refined  so  long 
as  70a  indulge  in  it.  Remember  too  that  70m  character  is  largely 
measured  by  your  address. 

How  much  credit  will  a  man's  education  give  him  if  he  is  con- 
stant^ interlarding  his  speech  with  the  clap-trap  of  the  street  T 
Ton  owe  a  dut7  to  yourself,  to  your  friends,  to  society,  and  to  God 
in  this  matter.  B.  B.  P. 


FOBBEABANCE. 

This  is  doubtless  one  of  the  severest  virtues  to  practice, 
and  yet  one  on  which  hinges  vei7  much  of  the  happiness  of  fami- 
lies and  societies. 

Everybody  is  picked  to  pieces  by  somebody.  In  almost  every 
conversation,  some  one  of  our  neighbors  is  dissected,  and  the  only 
seemingly  comforting  thing  founded  on  the  proverb  that  misery 
loves  company  is,  that,  after  all,  the  difference  is  not  so  wide  be- 
tween one  individual  and  another. 

We  are  indeed  a  sinful,  faulty  race.  One  man  excels  in  one  thing 
—it  may  be,  in  many  things— but  he  has  his  weak  points 
perhaps  some  very  black  spots,  and  he  is  none  the  better  because 
he  so  shrewdly  keeps  them  from  sight.  Another  is  better  known 
by  his  defects  ;  he  is  not  brilliant,  not  ambitious  of  applause— his 
faults  are  open,  and  his  good  qualities  are  obscured  by  his  own 
showing.  The  world  Is  made  up  of  these  varieties  of  tempera- 
ment and  talent ;  their  manifestation  is  multiform.  To  say  that 
men  and  women,  when  weighed,  are  found  equal  were  absurd  and 
false.  There  are  wide  differences.  But  there  was  One  who  was 
perfect,  against  whom  no  fault  could  be  found,  who,  when  reviled, 
reviled  not  again.  If  we  stood  in  the  position  of  this  Holy  One, 
there  might  be  a  semblance  of  excuse  for  our  uncalled-for  censure 
of  our  brothers.  We  are  of  a  common  parentage,  and  alike  pos- 
sessed of  inherent  tendencies  to  evil,  and  this,  with  the  many  dif- 
ferent circumstances  of  our  education,  possessions,  and  surround- 
ings,calls  us  imperatively  to  the  exercise  of  charity  one  for  another. 
By  this  forbearance  we  do  not  mean  a  maudlin  sympathy— that 
would  shield  a  man  from  the  deserved  punishment  of  his  guilt  or 
excuse  his  sins  as  failings.  This  is  cruelty  to  society,  and  weakens 
in  the  individual  his  sense  of  justice.  When  two  natures  are 
united  in  marriage,  their  oneness  is  largely  dependent  upon  their 
exercise  of  forbearance.  So  in  our  intercourse  with  each  other,  in 
the  church,  in  our  Christian  Associations,  in  business  and  in  social 
circles,  our  happiness,  peaee,  and  growth  in  grace  must  depend 
a  great  deal  upon  this  grace  of  charity— forbearance.  We  know 
of  no  better  rule  to  correct  this  fault  within  us  than  the  Golden 
Bule  of  our  Saviour,  "  All  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  others 
should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them."  B.  B.  P. 


BE   INTENSELY  EARNEST. 

What  terrible  work  the  spirit  of  darkness  accomplishes  in  a 
young  man  who  is  held  captive  by  sin  1  He  soon  matures  and 
becomes  almost,  if  not  altogether,  established  on  the  rock  of  spirit- 
ual indifference.  Poisoned  pleasures  are  contrived  to  cultivate 
woe  and  fascinate  him  in  the  downward  path.  Monuments  of  in- 
temperance, sensuality,  revenge,  and  many  other  vicious  activities, 
confront  us  on  every  hand— victims  of  the  earnestness  put  forth 
for  their  destruction.  Active  members  of  Young  Men's  Christian 
Associations  must  manifest  more  than  ordinary  emotion  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  great  work  they  have  undertaken ;  they  need 
to  be  clothed  with  a  Christ-like,  self-sacrificing  earnestness  in  this 
life  or  death  work.  It  is  no  binecure,  as  some  imagine,  but  a  hand- 
to-hand  struggle  with  the  powers  of  darkness.  We  labor  for  souls 
—success  means  eternal  life ;  defeat,  never-ending  woe.  Belying 
on  the  omnipotent  arm  of  God,  the  active  membership  of  the  As- 
sociation, although  silently,  prayerfully  working  as  individuals, 
should  also  become  a  unit  in  the  application  of  corrective  influ- 
ences upon  the  evils  existing  in  the  community.  A  success  in  this 
direction  affords  an  impetus  that  will  be  felt  on  every  hand,  and 
will  also  supply  a  healthful  vigor  to  every  department  of  the  As- 


sociation. Every  incentive  to  earnestness  for  the  salvation  of 
young  men  is  overshadowed  by  the  example  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
who  "poured  out  His  soul  unto  death."  An  active  membership, 
prepared  for  work,  prompt  to  work,  prayerful  in  work,  is  certain 
to  be  prosperous  also.        

Advice  to  Young  Men.  —  Beware  of  evil  companions. 
Wait  till  you  see  what  is  in  men  before  you  trust  yourselves  to 
them.  Do  not  allow  yourselves  to  be  led  away  by  appearances. 
Soft  speeches,  flattering  words,  a  winning  manner  and  an  artless 
way,  may  all  be  assumed  only  the  better  to  decoy  you.  Distrust 
all  those  who  would  ridicule  to  you  the  sanctity  and  associations 
of  home.  Have  no  confidence  in  any  one  who  would  endeavor  to 
shake  your  faith  in  the  Scriptures,  or  attempt  to  lead  you  away 
from  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  and  the  enjoyment  of  the 
sanctury.  Do  not  permit  yourselves  to  be  moved  from  your  con- 
victions by  the  swagger  or  the  ridicule  of  any  one.  Have  faith 
in  God,  have  faith  in  yourselves,  and  cultivate  the  friendship  of 
those  only  who  are  the  friends  of  Jesus. — Bev.  W.  M.  Taylor. 


THE  MEETING-PLACE. 

Fbom  "  Hymns  of  Faith  and  Hope."    By  HOBkvnus  Bon/LB, 
DJ>. 

Where  the  faded  shower  shall  freshen, 

Freshen  never  more  to  fade ; 
Where  the  shaded  sky  shall  brighten, 

Brighten  never  more  to  shade ; 
Where  the  sun-blaze  never  scorches ; 

Where  the  star-beams  cease  to  chill ; 
Where  no  tempest  stirs  the  echoes 

Of  the  wood,  or  wave,  or  hill ; 
Where  the  morn  shall  wake  in  gladness, 

And  the  noon  the  joy  prolong ; 
Where  the  daylight  dies  in  fragrance, 
'Mid  the  burst  of  holy  song : 

Brother,  we  shall  meet  and  rest, 
*Mid  the  holy  and  the  blest  1 

Where  no  shadow  shall  bewilder, 

Where  life's  vain  parade  is  o'er ; 
Where  the  sleep  of  sin  is  broken, 

And  the  dreamer  dreams  no  more ; 
Where  no  bond  is  ever  sundered ; 

Partings,  claspings,  sob  and  moan, 
Midnight  waking,  twilight  weeping, 

Heavy  noontide — all  are  done : 
Where  the  child  has  found  its  mother, 

Where  the  mother  finds  the  child ; 
Where  dear  families  are  gathered 

That  where  scattered  on  the  wild  : 
Brother,  we  shall  meet  and  rest, 
'Mid  the  holy  and  the  blest  I 

Where  the  hidden  wound  is  healed, 

Where  the  blighted  life  re-booms ; 
Where  the  smitten  heart  the  freshness 

Of  its  buoyant  youth  resumes ; 
Where  the  love  that  here  we  lavish 

On  the  withering  leaves  of  time, 
Shall  have  fadeless  flowers  to  fix  on. 

In  an  ever  spring-bright  clime ; 
Where  we  find  the  joy  of  loving 

As  we  never  loved  before, 
Loving  on,  unchilled,  unhindered, 

Loving  once,  and  evermore : 

Brother,  we  shall  meet  and  rest, 
'Mid  the  holy  and  the  blest  I 

Where  a  blasted  world  shall  brighten 

Underneath  a  bluer  sphere, 
And  a  softer,  gentle  sunshine 

Shed  its  healing  splendor  here : 
Where  earth's  barren  vales  shall  blossom. 

Putting  on  their  robe  of  green, 
And  a  purer,  fairer  Eden 

Be  where  only  wastes  have  been : 
Where  a  King  in  kingly  glory, 

Such  as  earth  hath  never  known, 
Shall  assume  the  righteous  sceptre, 

Claim  and  wear  the  holy  crown : 
Brother,  we  shall  meet  and  rest, 
•Mid  the  holy  and  the  blest. 
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Carefully  -written,  terse  and  pointed  arttelea,  designed  to 
In  tercet  YOUNG  HEN  and  to  Improve  tnem  Intellectually, 
morally,  or  spiritually,  or  to  guide  and  Instruct  Aaaoela- 
tlon  workers,  are  aollelted.  

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Associations  of  the  United  States  and  British  Prov- 
inces, will  be  held  at  Ponghkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

The  Executive  Committee,  finding  it  impossible  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  transportation  to  San  Francisco  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Lowell  Convention,  have  accept- 
ed the  invitation  of  the  Ponghkeepsie  Association,  as  author- 
ized by  the  Convention.  ^^^^^^ 

"  Car  you  not  help  us  to  some  man  that  will  make  us  a 
good  city  missionary  and  general  secretary!  We  can  find  no 
one  here  or  elsewhere  who  seems  to  possess  the  requisites  for 
which  we  look.  We  will  pay  $1000  or  $  1200  per  year,  and  will 
do  our  best  to  hold  up  the  arms  of  an  earnest,  zealous,  loving, 
Christian  man." 

Of  course  you  can't  find  one  possessing  the  requisites. 
General  secretaries  are  not  spontaneous  productions.  We  were 
told  not  long  since  that  "the  relation  of  a  general  secretary 
to  the  Association  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  a  pastor  to 
the  church,  and  that  his  qualifications  should  be  hardly  less;" 
and  yet  we  have  neither  school  nor  apprenticeship  to  qualify 
young  men  for  this  responsible  position ;  and  every  day,  Associa- 
tions are  becoming  useless  or  worse  than  useless  for  want  of 
properly  qualified  superintendents.  Any  one  prepared  to  fill 
this  position  may  address  "Secretary,"  care  of  Association 
Monthly. 


Fob  the  convenience  of  subscribers  and  correspondents,  we 
have  published  the  names  of  our  editorial  and  publishing 
agents.  Mr.  KHby  has  been  connected  with  the  Monthly 
something  more  than  a  year.  Dr.  Morse  had  partial  charge  of 
the  editorial  department  from  May  to  August  Since  August 
he  has  had  entire  charge.  We  hope  that  such  members  of  the 
Associations  as  may  feel  disposed  to  write  letters  of  congratula- 
tion to  either  of  these  gentlemen,  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  to  send  the  names  of  a  few  new  subscribers,  for 
we  are  more  and  more  oonvinoed  that  no  young  man  who 
takes  any  interest  in  Association  work,  or  Church  work  either, 
can  afford  to  be  without  tbe  Monthly.  We  are  also  convinced 
that  a  knowledge  of  the  workings  of  the  Association  is  not  only 
indispensable  to  Association  men,  but  that  it  *  of  very  great 
importance  to  every  working  Christian.  W  hat  pastor  or  Church 
officer  can  afford  to  be  ignorant  of  the  methods  or  results  of 
the  work  of  the  railroad  branch  of  the  Cleveland  Association  ? 
Are  not  similar  methods  just  as  applicable  to  people  who  live 
at  our  very  doors,  and  yet  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  Church 
effort,  as  they  are  to  railroad-men  f 


BIBLE  STUDY. 

We  hope  no  Association  man  or  church  officer  who  may  be 
spending  a  Sabbath  in  New- York  City  will  neglect  to  attend 
the  Association  Bible-class,  at  the  Rooms  of  the  Association, 
corner  of  Twenty-third-street  and  Fourth-avenue,  at  five 
o'clock  p.m.  The  class  is  conducted  by  Dr.  Thomson,  who 
was  born  in  Palestine,  and  is  intimately  acquainted  with  ill 
the  customs  of  the  people  and  peculiarities  of  the  country  in 
the  land  where  the  Bible  was  written.  We  walked  ten  miles 
last  Sunday  for  the  purpose  of  listening  to  the  Doctor's  instruc- 
tion, and  considered  ourselves  amply  paid.  We  believe  every 
church  should  have  a  Bible-class,  or  classes,  embracing  every 
member  of  the  congregation.  We  think  this  can  readily  be  done 
if  the  churches  can  find  teachers  like  Dr.  Thomson.  He  says 
anybody  can  teach  as  well  as  he  can ;  so  we  want  a  delegate  from 
every  church  and  Association  to  see  how  he  does  it,  and  then 
go  home  and  do  likewise. 


VAL  UE  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  AS  AN  UNION 
ORGANIZATION. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  grew  out  of  an  ef- 
fort to  secure  the  conversion  of  young  men,  and  to  promote 
spiritual  culture  among  them.  This  is  still  its  purpose.  But 
in  striving  to  accomplish  this,  it  has  incidentally  demon- 
strated the  fact  that  Christians  of  the  various  denominations, 
called  evangelical,  can  work  together  in  perfect  harmony, 
not  only  without  carefully  framed  and  cautiously  guarded 
compromises,  but  even  without  any  compromise  at  alL  Tbe 
Association  is  a  living  example  of  the  united  action  of  these  * 
denominations,  without  the  least  possible  friction.  The  plat- 
form of  union,  which  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  anxious 
discussion  for  ages,  probably  never  occupied  the  thoughts  of 
the  founders  of  the  Association  a  single  moment  They 
found  themselves  standing  together  and  working  together  on 
solid  ground,  without  the  need  of  a  platform,  and  whatever 
the  Association  has  accomplished  has  been  done  without  any 
bother  from  rickety  platforms. 

Thus,  though  the  Association  was  originally  bnt  a  develop- 
ment of  the  the  Church's  own  effort  to  discbarge  its  duty  to 
young  men,  as  a  part  of  its  commission  to  preach  the  gospel 
to  all ;  yet,  as  the  chemist  sometimes  learns  valuable  lessons) 
from  his  own  experiments,  in  regard  to  questions  whioh  he 
was  not  at  the  time  investigating,  so  tins  instrument,  wrought 
out  by  the  Church  to  reach  young  men,  has  become  a  school- 
master to  teach  the  Churoh  itself  the  possibility  and  the  value 
of  union.    It  may  almost  be  said  that  the  different  denomina- 
tions learned  for  the  first  time  that  untrammelled  unity  wee 
possible,  fsom  the  ease  with  whieh  they  were  able  to  unite  ia> 
these  Associations,  and  that  it  was  advantageous  from  Use 
greater  facility  with  which  they  were  able  to  reach  those  out- 
side of  their  congregations  by  associated  than  by  denomina- 
tional efforts.    So  perfect  and  unconstrained  is  the  union  of  tbe 
denominations  in  the  Association  that,  though  we  have  at- 
tended six  international  conventions,  many  State  and  pro- 
vincial conventions,  and  hundreds  of  Association  meetings, 
we  have  never,  in  any  of  them,  heard  the  first  word  in  debate, 
address,  essay,  prayer,  or  exhortation,  by  which  we  could 
learn  the  denominational  name  of  the  speaker  ;  and  yet  manw 
of  the  speakers  were  officers  in  their  respective  churches,  and 
all  were  thoroughly  attached  to  their  own  denominations  ;  and 
there  is  not  a  single  sentence  in  the  constitution  of  any   As- 
sociation regarding  the  avoidance  of  denominational  thexnes. 
The  value  or  advantage  of  this  union,  as  shown  by  the  Asso- 
ciation, deserves  a  moment's  consideration,  that  all  may    esse, 
if  possible,  just  what  this  advantage  is  and  what  it  is  froi-tb. 
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Unconverted  men,  accustomed  to  attend  church  regularly, 
have  already  selected  the  denomination  of  their  choice,  and 
when  member*  of  their  own  denomination  try  to  lead  them  to 
repentance,  no  denominational  question  arises  to  distract  their 
attention.  But  when  one  who  never  attends  church,  and  is 
more  or  less  prejudiced  against  .every  denomination,  is  ap- 
proached by  a  Christian,  his  very  first  serious  thought  is  that 
if  he  becomes  a  Christian,  he  must  join  some  church,  and 
that  very  naturally  he  will  be  expected  to  join  the  church  of 
the  Christian  friend  who  may  be  instrumental  in  his  conver- 
sion. Then  he  begins  to  examine  the  forms  and  belief  of  that 
denomination,  and  in  this  way  withdraws  his  thoughts  entire- 
ly from  his  own  personal  salvation.  Every  Christian  worker 
knows  that  the  discussion  of  denominational  differences  tends 
no  more  to  conversion  than  discussions  concerning  the  value 
of  lands  or  the  quality  of  oxen. 

It  is  apparent,  then,  that  the  most  advantageous  way  to 
reach  the  masses  who  are  entirely  outside  of  our  church  con- 
gregations is  to  meet  them  simply  as  Christians,  with  no 
denominational  distinctions,  and  fix  their  thoughts  wholly 
on  Christ,  and  their  own  need  of  His  atoning  sacrifice.  After 
they  are  converted  there  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  de- 
nominational questions,  and  decide  what  Church  they  will 
join.  It  is  just  on  this  vantage-ground  that  the  Church  through 
the  Association  meets  prejudiced  and  sceptical  young  men  in 
their  daily  rounds  of  business.  The  Association  was  never  de- 
signed for  general  Christian  work  inside  of  Church  congrega- 
tions, but  to  reach  young  man  who  have  exiled  themselves  from 
these  congregations,  and  bring  them  back  to  the  sanctuary.  On 
the  same  ground  it  meets  the  non-church-going  masses,  at 
the  open-air  service  and  in  the  cottage  prayer-meeting,  for 
the  purpose  of  reaching  them  and  leading  them  to  the  house 
of  God.  It  does  not  undertake  ordinary  church  work,  such 
as  holding  cottage  or  neighborhood  prayer-meetings,  or  con- 
ducting Sabbath-schools  among  church-going  families.  The 
specific  work  of  the  Association  is  exclusively  among  young 
men,  but  in  small  towns,  where  the  churches  have  no  other 
union  organization,  it  visits  prisons,  hospitals,  outlying  dis- 
tricts, and  whatever  classes  or  localities  oan  be  best  reached 
by  union  efforts.  The  Association,  then,  is  the  denomina- 
tions, doing  what  they  can  do  better  together  than  separately, 
and  it  no  more  indicates  that  the  Church,  or  even  the  denom- 
inational Church,  is  a  failure,  than  the  fact  that  a  man  can  do 
some  things  better  with  both  hands  than  with  one  shows 
that  his  right  band  is  paralyzed;  and  because  the  denomina- 
tions can  do  some  things  better  through  the  Association  than 
they  can  separately  does  not  prove  that  they  can  do  every- 
thing better  thus,  any  more  than  because  a  man  needs  both 
bands  to  hold  a  plough  proves  that  he  should  use  both  to  hold 
his  pen. 

But  there  are  sticklers  for  sapless  formalities  who  object  to 
the  Association  because,  though  part  and  parcel  of  the  or- 
ganized Church,  it  was  not  constituted  by  the  Church  as 
an  organization.  This  objection,  followed  to  its  logical  re- 
sults, would  debar  a  member  of  the  Church,  either  alone,  or 
in  company  with  his  wife,  or  a  Christian  brother,  from  visit- 
ing an  unconverted  neighbor  and  striving  to  lead  him  to  re- 
pentance, unless  directed  so  to  do  by  a  legal  vote  of  the 
Church.  It  is  easy  for  any  one,  though  born  blind,  to  see  that 
this,  followed  out,  would  make  the  Church  an  immense  manu- 
factory—not  of  Christians,  but  of  r*d  tape.  It  is  plain  that 
the  Association  was  only  organized  at  all,  and  is  only  useful 
at  all,  simply  because  it  was  organized  as  it  is,  and  no  Chris- 
tian seeing  its  manly,  Christian  work  and  giant  strides,  can 
wish  to  entangle  Its  feet  and  fetter  its  limbs. 


LECTURES  AND  LECTURE  COMMITTEES. 

Christian  young  men  1  How  do  your  lectures  agree  with 
the  high  purpose  of  the  Association  t  On  every  department 
of  your  work  is  written  the  name  that  is  above  every  name. 
The  Christian  community  unite  in  sustaining  your  society. 
They  expect  the  Lyceum  will  be  elevated  in  its  tone  and  char- 
acter when  you  take  hold  of  it.  There  are  those,  indeed,  who 
use  the  lecture  simply  to  make  money.  To  draw  an  audience 
that  pays  is  their  single  aim.  Sensational  talkers  and  writers 
will  do  this.  Are  any  lectures  of  this  sort  given  under  the 
auspices  of  your  Association  t 

There  are  speakers  who  owe  their  prominence  on  the  Lyceum 
platform  chiefly  to  their  outspoken  opposition  to  evangelical 
truth.  The  loudness  of  their  infidelity  startles  the  ear  and 
gathers  a  crowd.  Other  lecturers,  equally  infidel,  are  far 
more  able  and  influential ;  their  themes  are  social  and  literary. 
Sometimes  their  infidel  ideas  are  only  vaguely  hinted.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  these  ideas,  which  have  made  their  names 
known  to  the  public  Giving  countenance  to  men  some- 
times amounts  to  giving  countenance  to  their  opinions.  A 
woman  on  the  platform  is  still  a  novelty.  The  lecturer,  not 
the  lecture,  is  in  this  case  the  sensation.  The  seats  are  tiled, 
and  the  experiment  is  successful. 

Are  lecturers  of  the  sort  just  described  ever  invited  to  speak 
before  your  Associations  1  Do  you  instruct  your  Lecture 
Committee  to  improve  the  tone  of  the  Lyceum,  and  then  do 
yon  second  their  efforts  by  sympathy  and  cooperation  t  Is 
your  first  question  as  you  meet  the  laborious  chairman  of  this 
committee,  "Have  yon  secured  good  lecturers  V  Is  it  not 
too  often,  "  Will  our  course  pay  this  year  f"  Perhaps  your 
Lecture  Committee  infer  correctly,  from  the  inquiries  made  of 
them,  that  the  Association  is  more  anxious  for  the  popularity 
and  pecuniary  results  of  the  lectures  Jthan  for  the  character  of 
the  entertainment  provided. 

We  ask  these  plain  questions  because  we  believe  that  in  no 
other  department  of  our  work  is  the  Christian  character  of  the 
society  so  easily  and  so  often  compromised.  Many  of  us  need 
warning  in  this  matter.  Let  us  more  carefully  instruct  our  Com- 
mittees, and  see  to  it  that  the  Lyceum  grows  in  usefulness 
under  our  hand. 


Ax  Impostor  Abroad. — A  young  man,  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  apparently  a  German  Jew,  short,  with  smooth 
thin  face,  projecting  mouth,  prominent  nose,  and  dark  hair, 
bearing  an  old  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  Baltimore,  is  going  about  soliciting 
assistance.  He  has  already  imposed  on  severs!  clergymen  and 
others.  He  professes  to  be  an  artist  and  a  convert  to  Christi- 
anity. B.  R.  McBuBXRT,  Btcrdary. 

The  Secretaries  of  Associations,  in  their  anxiety  to  help 
young  men,  should  beware  of  giving  them  letters  which  may 
be  used  for  general  begging  purposes,  they  should  Botoven 
furnish  strangers,  wishing  to  write  letters  in  their  rooms, 
with  paper  having  the  name  of  the  Association  and  its  officers 
printed  across  the  top.  But  clergymen  sad  others  will  con- 
tinue to  be  imposed  upon  as  long  as  they  continue  to  assist 
those  whose  only  recommendation  known  to  them  If  an  old 
letter  bearing  the  name  of  a  Christian  Association  or  its  Sec- 
retary, or  anybody  else.  Letters  as  well  as  beggars  may  bo 
impostors.  

Fob  Balk  Vbrt  Cheat.— A   transparency,  triangular  in 

shape,  and  inscribed  on  two  sides,  "Y.  M.  C.  A.  Beading 

Booms."  ,    ■     _ 

Address,       T.  K.  0.  A.  Pmirhkeentfe,  K.  T. 
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NOBODY'S  DOLLAR. 

Who  wouldn't  be  a  publishing  agent  t  Only  fancy  I.  we  re- 
ceived an  envelope,  lately,  containing  a  dollar  enclosed  in  blank 
paper— in  payment,  we  suppose,  of  somebody's  subscription, 
and,  of  course,  we  gave  credit  for  it  as  nobody's  dollar,  and 
nobody  got  his  receipt,  and  nobody  is  any  better  for  the  trans- 
action. 

This  Mr.  Nobody  and  his  cousin  Mr.  Somebody  think  they 
know  a  great  deal,  and  judge  the  capacities  of  other  people  to 
be  as  large  as  their  own.  We  don't  know  where  they  live- 
perhaps  their  post-office  address  is  Cantfindus,  State  of  No- 
where. One  of  them  sent  back  his  paper  to-day.  We  think 
he  wishes  it  discontinued,  It  reached  us  safely,  but  alas  I  there 
was  no  indication  of  who  sent  it,  or  where  it  came  from.  To  be 
sure  we  ought  to  know.  Another  of  these  mysterious  persons 
sends  a  nicely  written  letter,  informing  us  "  When  my  subscrip- 
tion expires,  please  discontinue  " — no  name,  no  address.  This 
letter  contained  a  three-cent  stamp  for  a  reply.  Such  are  the 
pranks  they  are  continually  playing — just  for  the  fun  of  it,  we 
suppose.  These  two  cousins  are  perfect  scamps  ;  besides  steal- 
ing our  time,  they  make  a  hideous  noise  about  our  eareUsmeu, 
so  that  we  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  not  only  mys- 
terious, but  troublesome. 


that  has  never  been  done  before  as  effectively  or  as  faithfully. 
God  blees  them  all.  They  are  consecrated  men,  ministers,  ordain- 
ed of  God  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  And  so  we  ask  them  not  to 
be  satisfied  with  simple  placards,  but  to  put  outside  or  inside  of 
all  the  great  depots  in  the  country  a  huge  sign  under  which  evwf 
traveller  must  pass,  indicating  the  place  where  they  may  be 
found." 


OF 


ADVERTISE    THE   ASSOCIATION. 

This  following  extract  from  the  January  number  of  the  Working 
Church,  referring  to  the  New- York  Association,  contains  timely  sug- 
gestions applicable  to  Associations  in  other  cities : 

"We  think  that  a  little  more  advertising  would  do  no  harm. 
There  is  such  a  continual  flow  of  new  characters  into  this  city  that 
it  seems  well-nigh  impossible  to  keep  all  advised  as  to  the  objects 
of  this  glorious  institution.  We  have  noticed  several  times  that 
persons,  whose  business  is  not  to  save  but  to  destroy,  keep  watch 
of  the  various  trains  as  they  come  in,  and  manage  to  spot,  as  it  is 
called,  many  a  young  mad  who  unmistakably  shows  that  he  is  in 
the  city  for  the  first  time.  By  friendly  offers  they  manage  to  get 
the  hook  firmly  fastened  before  he  is  himself  aware  that  he  has 
even  nibbled  at  the  bait.  Now  whatever  pains  the  devil  can  afford 
to  take,  Christians  can  take  too.  We  have  often  stood  in  the  de- 
pot, watching  the  crowd  as  it  came  pouring  out  of  the  oars  like  a 
long-pent-up  flood,  and  changed  into  a  thousand  little  rivulets  run- 
ning in  different  directions,  and  wished  that  our  Christian  Asso- 
ciation had  a  great  sign  somewhere  on  the  building — say  on  the 
arch  of  the  prominent  exit — telling  every  stranger  where  friends 
can  be  found.  Satan's  agents  are  exceedingly  shrewd.  They  dare 
not  put  up  a  sign,  thank  God,  but  are  compelled  to  work  In  dis- 
guise. Christians,  on  the  other  hand,  have  free  access  everywhere, 
and  can  advertise  their  business  without  shame.  All  means  are 
legitimate  by  which  bodies  and  souls  are  to  be  saved. 

*  Let  us  tell  you  what  we  saw  once.  We  were  standing  on  the 
sidewalk  of  the  great  Harlem  depot,  looking  at  the  deluge  of  hu- 
man beings,  when  our  attention  was  attracted  by  an  anxious  face. 
It  belonged  to  a  young  man  who  seemed  to  be  quite  friendless. 
He  was  gazing  round  with  a  sort  ot  vacant  stare,  which  showed 
plainly  enough  that  New- York  was  too  much  for  him.  Before  he  got 
bis  bearings,  like  a  bird  who  hovers  in  the  air  for  a  while,  making 
up  its  mind  as  to  the  right  road  home,  a  fellow,  who  thought  himself 
well  dressed,  but  whose  .tailor,  according  to  the  eternal  fitness  of 
things,  had  put  the  garb  of  a  scamp  upon  him,  stepped  up  and  ad- 
dressed him.  We  were  near  enough  to  hear  the  conversation. 
This  wretch  offered  to  show  him  lodgings,  and  really  appeared  to 
take  a  deep  interest  in  the  stranger.  We  sa  w  the  young  man  hesitate 
and  then  go  off  with  his  new  acquaintance.  Just  then  we  stepped 
-up  to  the  couple,  and  in  a  few  words  warned  the  boy  against  the 
scoundrel  who  had  already  taken  his  arm,  and  directed  him  to  the 
Twenty-third-street  building.  He  saw  at  once  that  we  had  no 
Interest  in  the  matter  except  to  save  him  from  temptation,  and  ac- 
cepted our  advice  very  heartily.  As  to  the  other  fellow— well,  did 
you  ever  sees  cur  run  after  being  kicked  for  trying  to  steal  a  piece 
of  meat  T  He  gnashes' his  teeth  for  ah  instant;  making  just  a 
show  of  resistance,  and  then,  with  a  cowardly  yell,  seeks  oblivion 
round  the  nearest  corner.  It  was  so  with  this  tempter  whom  we 
had  foiled.  He  looked  as  though  he  would  be  delighted  to  give 
us  one  of  his  favorite  left-handers,  but  concluded  to  restrain  him- 
self, and  to  get  out  of  the  way  as  soon  as  possible. 

-  May  we  be  permitted  to  make  a  suggestion  T  The  Association 
is  the  spirit  of  love  put  into  eonorete  shape.  It  is  the  religion  of 
Thrist  built  with  a  sheltering  roof.    Its  officers  are  doing  a  work 


THE    SIXTH    ANNUAL   CONVENTION 
NEW-JERSEY. 

AT  HIQHT8T0WH,  SXPTEHBKB  17-18. 

Thb  Convention  met  in  the  Baptist  church,  at  1050  a m.,  on 
Wednesday^September  17th .Dr.  D.  C.  English,  of  New-Brunswick, 
President  of  the  Convention,'conductedthe  opening  exercises,  con- 
sisting of  reading  the  Scriptures,  prayer  and  singing.  Dr.  Bun! 
yon,  of  New-Brunswick,  and  A.  B  Wyckoff,  of  Hightstown,  were 
appointed  Secretaries  pro  tern.  Committees  on  organization  and 
credentials  were  appointed  by  the  chair. 

The  President  made  a  brief  but  very  impressive  address  on  re- 
tiring from  his  office,  and  a  few  moments  were  spent  in  devotional 
exercises.  The  committee  on  organisation  reported  the  following 
officers,  who  were  elected: 

President,  A.  Jameson,  Trenton. 

Vice-Pretidentt,  D.  F.  Rnnyon,  New-Brunswick :  John  MoMur- 
ran,  Hightstown;  J.  Hollingshead,  Camden;  B.  F.  Applegate, 

B.  Wilkinson,  Newark ;  C.  H.  Smock,  Hights- 


Freehold. 

Seoretaritt,  W. 
town. 

Mr.  Jameson  accepted  the  chair,  and  appointed  committees  on 
Business  and  Associations.  The  rules  of  the  previous  Conven- 
tions were  adopted  and  a  partial  report  reeei  ved,from  which  it  was 
found  that  there  were  thirty  delegates  in  attendance.  The  Busi- 
ness Committee  reported  programme  for  the  afternoon,  and  the 
session  closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  B.  C.  E  veritt, 

Wednesday  afternoon — prayer-meeting,  led  by  Dr.  English,  and 
the  opening  devotional  exercises  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Davit. 

Reports  of  Associations  were  then  called  for.  These  reports, 
made  by  the  different  delegates,  were  of  the  most  interesting  char- 
acter. There  was  no  monotony,  but  it  was  found  that  white 
they  were  all  aiming  at  a  common  subject,  the  work  was  done  in 
different  places  by  different  means.  The  greatest  interest  cen- 
tred in  the  report  of  delegate  Rudd,  of  Newton,  where  a  new 
Association  has  just  been  organized,  and  has  been  very  successful , 
having  this  summer  closed  up  eight  beer-saloons  as  a  special 
work  for  the  season. 

After  singing,  the  question, "  Heart-work  and  Head-work,"  waa 
opened  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Phelp«,  and  discussed  by  0.  P.  Eaches  and  J. 

A.  Beecher. 

The  question,  "How  can  the  Churches  be  brought  into  more 
active  sympathy  with  the  Association  work,"  was  opened  by  Rev. 

B.  S.  Everitt,  of  Jametburgh,  and  continued  by  T.  B.  Appleget, 
H.  J.  Rudd,  R.  F.  Jolly  and  J.  A.  Beecher.  Closing  exercises  by 
J.  L.  Eedoo,  of  Manalapan. 

Wednesday  evening — devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Rudd,  of  Newton.  Musis  furnished  by  the  Hightstown  Musical 
Association.    Opening  anthem,  "  Praise  the  Lord." 

Addresses  of  welcome  were  delivered  by  Hon.  J.  H.  Cubberley 
in  behalf  of  the  borough  of  Hightstown ;  Dr.  C.  F.  Deshler  in  be- 
half of  the  Association,  and  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Davis  on  the  part  of 
the  churches.  Mr.  A.  Jameson  and  Hon.  John  Hill,  of  Boonton, 
replied.  Music,  "  Hail,  Festal  Day."  The  question  of  "  Secular  In- 
struction" was  opened  by  {Mr.  Bruere,  of  Orange,  and  continued 
by  Mr.  Shuster,  of  Newark  ;  Mr.  Stoat,  of  New-Brans  wick;  J.  AS 
Beecher,  of  Trenton,  and  Rev.  O.  P.  Eaches,  of  Hightstown. 

Rev.  O.  P.  Eaches  introduced  a  strong  temperance  resolution 
which  was  made  the  order  for  Thursday  evening,  at  8  o'clock. 

The  question  box  was  then  opened  and  brief  answers  given  on 
"  Lecturers, "  by  Dr.  English ;  on  "  Local  Option,"  by  Mr.  Radd; 
on  "Managers,"  by  Dr.  Petit,  of  Elizabeth ;  on  "Debts,"  by  T.  B. 
Appleget;  on  "The  Ladies,"  by  J.  A.  Beecher;  on-  "German. 
Work/'  by  Wilkinson,  of  Newark.  After  music,  "  Oh  I  Give 
Thanks,"  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  B.  S.  Everitt, 
of  Jamesburgh.. 

Thursday  morning— devotional  meeting,  conducted  by  John 
McMurran.  Opening  exercises  at  9.80  by  the  President.  Qaea- 
tion,  "  Bible  Study  as  a  part  of  Association  Work,"  discussed  try 
Dr.  English,  of  New-Braoswlck  ;  John  McMurran,  of  Hightstown; 
Rev.  J.  S.  Phelps,  of  Hightstown;  F.  R.  Stout,  of  New-Bruns- 
wick; Rudd,  of  Newton;  A  Jameson,  Shuster  and  Jolly,  of 
Newark ;  Rev.  B.  M.  Brown,  of  Union  Valley ;  Dr.  Petit,  of  Eliza, 
both,  and  Beecher,  of  Trenton. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  read,  showing  that 
there  were  in  the  State  3788  members  of  Associations,  (78,000 
worth  of  property,  and  8780  volumes  in  libraries.    Mention  was 
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made  of  six  new  Associations,  and  twenty  con  versions  in  the  New 
ton  Association.  The  report  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Asso- 
ciations. 

"  Money  and  How  to  Raise  it"  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Petit, 
8  out,  Jolly,  Kudd,  Titus  and  McMurran. 

"  Lecturers"  were  talked  about  freely  by  delegates  Beecher, 
Stoat,  Jolly,  Petit,  Rudd  and  Davis. 

The  Committee  on  Associations  then  reported  on  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  Executive  Committee.  The  report  was 
favorable  to  the  division  of  the  State  into  districts,  bat  adverse  to 
State  organization  and  State  canvassers.  Pending  a  motion  to 
adopt,  the  session  was  closed.  ' 

Thursday  afternoon — Promise  meeting,  conducted  by  S.  Morris. 
Session  opened  with  prayer  by  Mr.  Runyon,  of  New-Brunswick. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Associations  was  then  taken  up 
and  their  recommendations  adopted. 

On  the  question  of  the  next  annual  session  of  the  Convention, 
invitations  were  received  from  Newton,  Boonton  and  Orange,  bat 
the  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee.  A 
subscription  of  about  $50  was  taken  up  for  Convention  expenses 
of  the  Executive  Cominittee,  and  a  motion  carried  to  assess  those 
Associations  not  responding  voluntarily. 

The  question  of  "The  Qualifications  and  Duties  of  a  President 
of  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association"  was  well  and  thorough- 
ly treated  by  Dr.  English,  Mr.  Beecher  and  Mr.  Rudd. 

The  following  were  appointed  members  of  the  State  Executive 
Committee :  Corresponding  Member, W,  B.  Wilkinson ;  At  large, 
George  H.  Brewer ;  1st  District,  J.  Reeves ;  2d  District,  Dr.  C.  F. 
Deshler ;  8d  District,  Dr.  A.  Petit ;  4th  District,  H.  J.  Rudd  ;  5th 
District,  O.  H.  Kennedy ;  6th  District,  Marshall  Shepherd ;  7th 
Distriel,  Q.  H.  Clerehew. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  J.  A.  Beecher,  for  the  fidelity 
with  which  he  had  served  the  Convention  as  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee. . 

The  question  of  "  How  Association  Work  can  be  more  effectu- 
ally organised  in  New-Jersey"  was  opened  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  and 
continued  by  Shuster,  Titus,  Jolly  and  others. 

Dr.  C.  F.  Deshler  eloquently  opened  on  "Direct  Religious 
Work,"  and  was  followed  by  Jolly,  ShusteT,  McMurran,  Clawson 
and  Titus.  The  session  was  dosed  with  prayer  by  J.  McMurran, 
and  benediction  by  S.  Morris. 

In  the  evening  the  Committee  on  Temperance  reported  a  series 
of  resolutions  opposed  to  the  sale  and  use  of  intoxicating  drinks, 
which,  after  a  brief  advocacy  by  Revs.  J.  L.  Kedoo,  of  Manalapan, 
and  O.  P.  Eaches,  of  High ts town,  were  adopted. 

"  How  to  meet  Skepticism"  was  iully  discussed  by  J,  A.  Beech- 
er, H.  A.  Pratt,  J.  S.  Phelps  and  O.  P.  Eaches. 

The  larewell  exercises  consisted  of  addresses  by  Wilkinson, 
Rudd,  Jolly,  Shuster,  Beecher,  Davis,  and  the  President,  A.  Jame- 
son. Prayer  by  Deacon  Allen,  and  singing,  "  Blest  be  the  tie 
that  binds."  


RELIGIOUS  LECTURES, 

The,  Rev.  Dr.  Talmage  makes  the  following  suggestions  in  the 
Methodist: 

"  Why  do  not  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  of  the 
country  intersperse  religions  discourses  with  the  secular  —  the 
secular  demanding  an  admission  fee,  the  religious  without  money 
or  price  T  If  such  associations  would  take  as  fine  a  hall,  and  pay 
as  much  for  advertising,  the  audience  to  hear  the  sermon  would 
be  as  large  as  the  audience  to  hear  the  lecture.  What  consecrated 
minister  would  not  rather  tell  the  story  of  Christ  and  heaven  free 
of  charge  than  to  get  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  a  secular 
address  t  Wake  up,  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  to  your 
glorious  opportunity.  It  would  afford  a  pleasing,  change.  Let 
Wendell  Phillips  give  in  the  course  his  great  lecture  on  '  The 
Lost  Arts,'  and  A.  A.  Willitts  speak  on  '  Sunshine,"  himself  the 
best  illustration  of  his  subject ;  and  Mr.  Milburn,  by '  What  a 
blind  Man  Saw  in  England,  almost  prove  that  eyes  are  a  super- 
flatty  ;  and  W.  H.  H.  Murray  talk  of  the '  Adlrondacks,'  till  you 
can  hear  the  rifle  crack  and  the  fall  of  the  antlers.  But  in  the  very 
midst  of  all  this  have  a  religious  discourse  that  shall  show  that 
holiness  ia  the  lott  artjtnd  that  Christ  is  the  tuns/tint ,and  what  the 
gospel  helps  a  blind  man  to  see,  and  that  from  Pisgah  and  Mount 
Zion  there  ia  abetter  prospect  than  from  the  top  of  fifty  Adiion- 
dacks." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hora,  Ind.,  December  23d,  1872. 

Dkab  Sib  :  In  the  October  number  of  your  good  Monthly  is 
an  account  of  the  visit  of  Brother  William  S.  Wooton  and  two 
other  gentlemen,  who  came  here  from  Indianapolis  last  September 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

The  Association  then  formed  is  working  to  put  itself  upon  a 
basis  which  will  give  it  strength  for  the  future. 


During  the  fall,  a  large  hall  was  rented,  and,  as  means  would 
permit,  was  furnished  with  chairs,  rostrum,  and  pulpit  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  audience  and  lecturer. 

An  invitation  was  extended  to  Brother  Wooton  to  revisit  us  and 
dedicate  the  hall.  On  Saturday  night,  December  21st,  Brother 
Wooton,  Edward  Daumont,  and  H.  H.  Fulton  arrived,  although 
the  weather  was  intensely  cold,  the  thermometer  being,  during  the 
night,  as  low  as  22s  below  zero. 

Union  services  were  held  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in 
the  forenoon.  In  the  afternoon,  the  gentlemen  addressed  the 
children  of  the  Sabbath-school  in  the  Methodist  church.  The  lit- 
tle boys  and  girls  enjoyed  the  occasion. 

At  half-past  three  o'clock,  a  large  number  assembled  at  the  hall 
to  hear  the  dedicatory  addresses.  Brother  Wooton  addressed  the 
audience  first.  He  was  followed  by  Brother  Daumont,  who  spoke 
earnestly  until  the  darkness  of  evening  came  on.  At  night,  union 
services  were  held  at  the  Moravian  church. 

Brother  Fulton  gave  an  eloquent  description  of  the  results  of 
Association  work  in  Indianapolis.  His  address  was  pointed  and 
practical.  His  voice  failing,  ne  gave  way  to  Brother  Daumont, 
who  spoke  for  nearly  half  an  hour.  Brother  Wooton  followed 
with  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  young  and  old  to  enlist  on  the  side 
of  our  glorious  Master.  He  portrayed  the  dangers  of  delay ;  the 
insidious  wiles  of  Satan  seeking  for  the  destruction  of  souls ;  the 
sufferings  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  of  His  unbounded  love  for 
fallen  man ;  and  of  the  glorious  reward  in  store  for  the  Christian 
worker. 

It  was  an  address  which  leaves  its  impress  with  us.  The  inter- 
est in  all  the  exercises  was  manifested  by  the  large  and  attentive 
audiences  which  assembled.  Though  the  day  was  the  coldest  ex- 
perienced here  for  ten  years  or  upward,  yet  old  and  young  braved 
the  stinging  cold. 

We  believe  that  much  good  will  result  from  the  visit  of  these 
Christian  gentlemen.  May  they  bless  other  communities  likewise, 
may  their  hearts  always  find  joy  in  such  work,  and  may  their 
reward  be  a  crown  of  liiel  8.M.  G. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  FIELD. 

BTVIATOB. 

The  name  of  Tidioute  has  almost  become  historic  among 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  One  of  the  finest  organiza- 
tions in  the  oil  regions,  it  went  into  the  work  with  intrepid  zeal 
(whioh,  by  the  way,  is  the  only  kind  that  effects  much  in  the 
whirl  and  stir  of  an  oil  country).  Sending  their  forces  out  from 
three  to  ten  miles  into  all  the  surrounding  country,  they  held  up 
the  cross  and  preached  Jesus,  as  honest,  earnest  laymen.  In 
course  of  time  their  faith  and  zeal  were  rewarded  by  substantial 
tokens  that  they  were  upon  a  God-sent  mission.  Scores  were 
converted  under  their  earnest  ministries,  and  are  now  members 
of  various  branches  of  the  church  of  Christ. 

These  services  have  been  held  for  years  past  with  great 
regularity.  Two  convenient  chapels  mark  the  places  where  they 
held  service  in  the  open-air  when  they  first  commenced.  They 
have  recently  entered  their  new  rooms  in  town,  and  it  is  hoped 
also  upon  a  new  lease  of  life  In  their  grand  work  of  self-denial  for 
Christ. 

A  tw^days'  Local  Convention  at  Tidioute  recently  was  felt  to 
be  a  time  of  refreshing  from  Jesus.  All  hearts  warmed  with  His 
love,- and  many  tongues  were  touched  with  the  eloquence  of  His 
spirit.  Amid  the  fluctuations  of  the  population,  many  of  their 
earnest  workers  are  now  In  other  fields  of  labor.  Their  ranks 
are  somewhat  thinned,  but  those  who  do  remain  are  found  "  tried 
and  precious."  All  honor  to  the  Association  of  Tidioute  for  the 
work  of  the  past.  May  its  light  never  grow  dim,  but  "  be  as  the 
shining  light  that  shlneth  moro  and  more  until  the  perfect  day." 

Starting  from  Tidioute,  the  next  day  finds  us  down  in  the  wilds 
of  Forest  County,  where  the  crack  of  the  rifle  and  the  hum  of  the 
saw-mill  is  about  all  that  disturbs  the  silence.  Sleighs  loaded 
with  the  dead  carcases  of  deer  passed  us  on  the  way  and  ac- 
counted for  the  former,  while  the  dense  forests  of  pines  and  hem- 
locks told  us  the  use  of  the  latter.  They  tell  us  also  that  there 
are  bears,  and  wild  cats,  and  catamounts,  as  well  as  deer  in 
these  forests,  and  for  the  first  time  I  found  myself  in  a  country  I 
had  only  seen  in  dreams  or  read  about  in  history  and  sketches  of 
travel.  Our  surroundings  were  somewhat  dismal,  but  not  too 
bleak  for  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  which  to  live 
and  flourish.  It  is  a  "  light  that  shlneth  in  a  dark  place."  The 
brethren  here  hunt  by  faith  as  well  as  sight  They  watch  for 
souls,  and  the  Master  has  counted  them  worthy,  for  they  have  not 
watched  in  vain. 

Long  and  pleasant  be  the  memory  of  the  precious  meetings  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  Forest  County  with  the  Young  M 
Christian  Association  of  East  Hickory. 
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HEWS  OF  ASSOCIATIONS. 

IiMt  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topic*  will  be 
epeclall  v  wd«OB«  I 

1.  Heir  features  In  the  work.  1.  News  of  Conwnttoni. 
S.  taurtMlac  incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  tn- 
dlvidaala.  C.  Oemmaaltlea  awakened.  «.  Notices  of  As- 
sociation* la  the  local  prose.  ».  la  what  departments 
the  creates*  and  tbe  least  saeeess  have  been  achieved. 

&t~  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  he  sent  to  the  HOHTHLX 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  as  as  soon  as  pab 
llshed. 


CONNECTICUT. 

JbTerMaitw— The  Bapubliean  of  January  18th  contains  the  fol- 
lowing good  news : 

**  The  unfortunate  agitation  of  an  Inconsiderate  movement  to  so 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
as  to  change  Its  vital  principles  from  an  evangelical  basis,  on 
which  all  of  the  1800  other  similar  Associations  scattered  through- 
out Christendom  are  organized,  to  that  of  a  mixed  or  literary  basis, 
was,  at  tbe  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing, decidedly  and  forever  settled ;  for  the  time,  limited  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  for  permitting  each  a  change,  has  expired.  Dar- 
ing the  discussion  of  the  question,  a  good  brother,  not  wishing  to 
listen  farther  to  the  erroneous  statements  of  the  opposition,  moved 
an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  matter,  which  was  car- 
ried, 44  to  IB.  Thus  closed  the  scene.  It  may  be  proper  to  state 
that  sot  one  of  those  who  stood  up  to  oppose  the  present  basis 
of  the  Association  has  within  the  last  two  yean  at  least  bam 
present  at  any  one  of  its  daily  or  weekly  prayer-meetings,  at  the 
rooms  or  in  the  district,  nor  once  at  a  Mission  School  or  Bible- 
class  ;  nor  have  their  united  contributions  (except  for  membership 
to  the  library)  for  its  support  during  the  same  time  amounted  to 
over  $10 ;  while,  oa  the  other  hand,  those  who  stood  an  in  favor 
were  ministers,  deacons,  and  good,  substantial  praying  men,  whose 
contributions  for  its  support  during  the  same  time  are  reckoned  by 
hundreds  of  dollars.  'Therefore,  by  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them.'  Now,  if  those  who  have  hitherto  stood  aloof  are  really  in- 
spired with  true  love  to  God,  more  than  for  worldly  pleasure,  will 
lend  a  hoping  hand,  more  good  will  probably  be  done,  and  they 
have  a  better  record  '  in  the  day  when  God  shall  j  udge  the  secrets 
of  men.'" 

DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBIA. 

Washington. — Rev.  Geo.  A  Hall,  corresponding  member  of 
the  General  Executive  Committee,  says : 

"Oar  work  was  nevermore  interesting  than  at  present.  Our  rooms 
are  constantly  occupied;  so  much  so  that  had  we  the  means  we 
should  very  quickly  increase  their  capacity.  The  daily  prayer-meet- 
ings are  largely  attended,  and  so  many  desire  to  participate  in  the 
exercises  that  we  And  it  necessary  to  make  seme  restrictions.  There- 
fore, on  Monday  evening  of  each  week,  we  give  the  meeting  wholly 
to  the  younger  portion  of  the  young  mm,  and  they  lead  all  its  exer- 
cise*. It  is  one  of  the  most  delightful  meetings  of  the  week.  Sabbath 
afternoon  services  are  hugely  attended  m  Lincoln  Hall,  and  the 
evening  services  are  held  in  the  Theatre  Comique.  These  are 
wonderful  meetings ;  from  three  to  Ave  hundred  people  gather,  and 
they  are  emphatically  the  maue*.  WefoUow  each  service  with 
an  inquiry  meeting,  and  never  leu  than  twenty  remain  at  (ob- 
jects of  prayer. 

"A  Weekly  meeting  has  been  held  by  our  young  men  at  the 
Marine  Barrack,  and  has  resulted,  we  trust,  In  the  conversion  of 
about  twenty  of  the  men.  We  have  recently  oommenoed  Sabbath 
services  at  Fort  Whipple  in  Virginia,  the  ohiefstation  for  instruct- 
ing those  enlisting  In  the  Signal  Service.  Also  one  on  Friday 
evenings  at  Arlington,  from  which  we  have  much  hope.  Arrange- 
ments ate  now  about  perfected  for  our  first  reception  of  the  season, 
at  which  the  Philharmonic  Society  will  furnish  the  musio,  and  to 
which  we  shall  issue  1000  invitations.  If  we  but  owned  our 
building,  we  should  feel  we  were  flourishing  in  all  branches  of  oar 
work." 

ILLINOIS. 

jUetor  writes:  "The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  la- 
bored under  great  disadvantages ;  but  it  has  had  no  thought  of 
dying.    It  found  at  once  a  new  place  for  its  noonday  prayer-mest- 


ings.aadbw'Utednotajotofhsartorhope.'  In  its  new  rooms, 
it  is  marshalling  its  forms,  and  preparing  for  an  unusually  vigor- 
ous campaign  against  the  powers  of  darkness.  Its  thousands  of 
copies  of  Awyfoay*  Paper  and  Hecmmly  Tidings  some  eat  reg- 
ularly, and  are  scattered  like  the  leaves  in  November.  About 
9600  volumes  have  been  collected  for  their  library  since  the  fire. 
The  collection  of  newspapers  and  pcrfodkals  u  respectable.  The 
new  Noma  are  ton  small  to  accommedate  the  Bjonday-athool 
teachers  at  their  Saturday  noon  meetings,  and  them  are  held  in  a 
church.  Since  the  partial  enforcement  of  the  Sunday  liquor  law, 
the  reading-rooms  have  been  kept  open  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  I 
understand  tbat  they  are  visited  by  a  well  appearing  dam  of 
young  men.  Liquor-gumlers  would  hardly  feel  at  home  there. 
A  good,  though  not  large,  selection  of  reUgieus  literature  Is  found 
there.  The  Association  will  not  be  likely  to  rebuild— rebuild  the 
second  time— on  the  old  site  on  Madison-street,  near  La  Salle,  until 
building  material  declines  in  price.'* 

INDIANA. 

New-Albany.— The'  following  extract  Is  taken  from  the 
Annual  Report  of  Jacob  K.  Walts,  President  of  the  New-Albany 
Association: 


"  On  the  10th  day  of  April,  1871,  Mr.  Robert  Weidenmll  maw  to 
this  city  for  the  purpose  of  organising  a  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  he  attended  a  young 
men's  prayer-meeting  at  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  at  the 
dose  of  which  he  hem  a  short  consultation  with  four  young  man 
who  remained  for  that  purpose.  Their  deHlicrillons  resulted  in  a 
call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Christian  young  men  of  the  city.  At 
that  meeting,  held  in  an  empty  halL  tight  persons  assembled.  A 
spirit  of  earnest  and  pmyerful  inquiry  into  the  need  and  practica- 
bility of  an  Association  was  manifested.  The  weU-timeaand  ex- 
perieneed  counsel  of  Mr.  Weidenmll,  then  given,  has  done  mush  in 
shaping  the  sucoemful  course  of  the  Association.  With  en  intense 
appreciation  of  the  responsibility  of  the  step,  it  was  resolved  to 
organize. 

"A  temporary  President  and  Secretary  were  elected  and  the 
Portland  resolution  adopted  at  a  test  of  membership.  Constant 
efforts  were  made  to  Increase  the  Association  to  a  working  form 
which  would  insure  success;  but  the  additions  were  few.  The 
death  ot  the  old  Association  some  years  ago,  and  the  failure  of 
recent  attempts  to  organise,  together  with  a  geniiiel  mdjnarencc 
and  a  want  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  many,  were  theobvioua 
causes  for  this.  • 

"  However,  by  the  9th  of  June,  the  membership  had  lsmiasiiil 
to  twenty-one,  and  a  Constitution  and  By-laws  which  had  been 
carefully  drafted  were  then  adopted,  and  officers  were  elected. 
The  Executive  Committee  consists  of  the  officers  of  the  Associa- 
tion and  the  Chairmen  of  the  Standing  Committee  (fourteen  in 
all).  To  each  Standing  Committee  is  assigned  a  specific  branch  of 
the  Association  work,  and  the  members  placed  on  that  Committee 
are  held  responsible  for  the  performance  of  that  work.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  meets  once  a  month  and  receives  the  reports  of 
the  Standing  Committees,  and  makes  a  report  of  the  whom  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Association.  In  this  way,  h  is  possible  not 
only  to  require  each  committee  to  discharge  the  duties  specifically/ 
imposed,  but  also  to  furnish  the  monthly  meetings  with  the  re- 


ts of  the  month's  work,  without  incurring  the  tedium  of  de- 
tail. 

"  Then  there  is  a  committee  of  two  from  each  church  repre- 
sented, to  secure  the  cooperation  of  their  church  with  the  Aeseci 
ation,  and  find  a  home  for  strangers  in  their  church.  Recently 
a  Reception  Committee  of  twenty  members  has  been  appointed,  a 
part  of  whom  are  required  to  attend  at  tbe  rooms  each  evening  to 
receive  and  entertain  visitors.  Besides,  there  are  special  commit- 
tees detailed  for  special  labors,  and  altogether  a  very  large 
working  force  is  employed.  In  this  way  the  Association  hsootnm 
virtually  a  trainlngeehool  for  young  men,  where  they  may  learn 
to  work  for  Christ. 

"  The  sentiment  which  found  expression  in  the  Portland  Reso- 
lution had  been  matured  by  the  bitter  experience  of  many  Asso- 
ciations, which  had  not  restricted  their  controlling  membership  to 
members  of  evangelical  churches,  and  had  perished  from  secta- 
rian bickerings.  Henoe  this  was  windy  made  the  test  of  member- 
ship from  the  very  beginning;  and  by  this  the  churches  decide 
the  standing  of  our  active  members.  In  the  words  of  the  late 
Danld  Lord,  of  New-York, '  the  object  of  the  Association  is  not  only 
religious,  but  it  is  eodal,  it  is  hoipitaUe,  ft  is  eoneertathe,  in  the 
higher  sense,  it  is  elevating— objects  truly  noble.  The  reading- 
rooms,  the  lectures,  the  eflbrts  to  procure  places  of  labor,  and 
places  ot  rest,  and  places  of  worship  for  stranger  brethren,  the 
friendly  succors  in  sickness  and  temptation,  the  sympathies  in 
sorrows,  and  the  help  in  calamities,  present  in  prospect  a  body  of 
usefulness  m  attractive,  so  prcpoawsstag,  that  they  have  the 
savor  of  divine  charity,  the  perfume  of  blossoms  of  the  two  of 
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MP*'  .This  sentiment  I  reiterate  as  *  correct  and  beautiful  ex- 
position of  the  object  of  the  Association.  That  this  should  be  re- 
alised in  every  particular  in  oar  first  year,  no  one  could  expect ; 
but  I  believe  it  may  be  when  the  number  of  our  working  members 
shall  correspond  with  our  full  numerical  strength,  and  all  shall  be 
deeply  imbued  with  earnest  convictions  of  their  individual  obli- 
gations. 

"What  has  actually  been  done  may  be  learnt  in  the  main 
from  the  detailed  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees,  but  it  may 
be  well  to  make  special  reference  to  a  few  points.  I  gladly  men- 
tion the  effective  work  of  the  Devotional  Committee,  which  by  its 
Tegular  oottage  meetings  has  awakened  a  lively  interest  is  Chris- 
tian work  amongst  the  neglected  classes,  and  been  the  means  of 
incalculable  good  by  leading  to  the  conversion  of  some  souls.  It 
was  the  first  oommittee  to  organize  and  go  to  work  in  earnest, 
and  has  done  most  commendable  service.  Members  have  sot  un- 
frequently  sacrificed  personal  pleasure  and  profit  to  be  present 
at  these  meetings.  The  Visitation  Committee  has  done  a  good 
work  by  occasionally  holding  social  religions  meetings  at  the 
County  Jail,  and,  more  recently,  by  furnishing  the  prisoners  reg- 
ularly with  valuable  and  entertaining  reading  matter  from  the 
files  of  the  reading-room. 

"The  most  extensive  and  best  knows  results  have  been  accom- 
plished by  the  Oommittee  on  Booms,  assisted  materially  by  the 
services  of  other  members,  and  aided  most  substantially  by  the 
liberal  contributions  of  some  of  our  large-hearted  citizens.  It  is 
with  great  pleasure— not  to  say  pride— that  I  refer  to  the  portions 
of  their  report  which  describe  the  liberal  response  of  the  citizens 
*•  their  appeal  for  money ;  the  attractive  and  pleasant  rooms,  made 
•so  by  their  drees  and  furniture;  the  long  and  choice  list  of  peri- 
odicals on  the  tables ;  the  very  satisfactory  record  of  visits;  and 
the  number  and  class  of  visitors— being  those  persons,  mainly,  who 
have  so  such  benefits  at  home,  or  have  no  home  at  all. 

"  The  past  year  has  bees  a  year  fraught  with  the  blessings  of 
God.  Will  not  you  who  mustered  at  the  first  call ;  will  not  you 
who  joined  the  ranks  bat  recently — shall  not  we  all  resolve  to  do 
what  may  be  required  of  us  in  the  year  to  come  f 


MAINE. 

Bafh.—T.  N.  Huntington,  President  of  the  Bath  Association, 
says:  "Our  Association  seems  to  be  receiving  a  new  impulse 
We  hope  that  we  are  Just  entering  upon  a  new  and  more  active 
life  and  work  than  we  have  ever  enjoyed  in  the  past. 

PortfafuZ.— The  nineteenth  anniversary  of  the  Association  in 
this  dry  was  observed  Sunday  evening,  December  83d,  in  the 
Freestreet  Baptist  church— the  President,  W.  H.  Hobbs,  presiding. 
The  exercises,  consisting  of  reports  of  the  committees,  remarks 
by  the- retiring  President,  P.  A.  Smith,  and  an  address  to  young 
men  by  the  Rev.  A.  K.  P.  Small,  were  of  a  very  interesting  char- 


Daring  the  year  the  Association  has  sustained  three  Sabbath- 
schools  in  the  suburbs,  and  a  free  evening  school  for  young  men 
at  the  rooms.  The  sailors'  meeting  has  been  prosperous.  There 
have  been  regularly  kept  on  file  In  the  reading-room,  five  dailies, 
one  semi-weekly,  seventeen  religious  weeklies,  twenty-two  sec- 
ular weeklies,  and  twenty-eight  monthlies,  making  a  total  of 
seventy-two'  periodicals,  at  a  cost  of  about  $70.  The  room  has 
been  much  more  frequented  than  formerly.  About  800  volumes 
have  been  added  to  the  library,  making  the  whole  number  800, 
nearly  all  of  which  have  been  generously  donated  by  friends  of 
the  Association.  $75.95  has  been  collected  at  the  Saturday  even- 
ing meetings,  in  aid  of  the  benevolent  work  of  the  Association. 
A  lew  situations  have  been  obtained  for  young  men.  The  debt, 
mostly  Incurred  in  fitting  up  the  new  rooms, Thas  been  reduced 
from  $872.82  to  $855.75.  The  receipts  have  been  $1555  56,  and 
the  disbursements  a  little  less.  One  of  the  best  works  of  the  As- 
sociation has  been  that  which  resulted  In  the  discontinuance  of 
the  sale  of  obscene  papers  in  the  city,  and  on  some  of  the  railroads. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Pretident,  W.  H.  Hobbs. 

Viee-Pretidentt,  H.  H.  Burgess,  P.  A.  Smith,  C.  Stordivant,  H. 
&  Helcher. 

Recording  Secretary,  C.  A.  Weston. 

Corruponding  Secretary,  H.  W.  Shaylor. 

Ireaewrer,  P.  W.  McEenney. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

'JPeadody.— At  the  annual  meeting  of  tin  Psshsdy  Associa- 
tion, the  following  officers  were  elected : 
Preeidetti,  B.  Newell  Moors. 


yiee-Preeidente,K  Frank  South  wick,  Herbert  E.  Davis,  Wil- 
liam Perkins. 

Oorrtepondtag  Secretary,  Bufas  Lamson. 

Beeoraing  Secretary,  Walter  C.  Bancroft. 

Treatwrer,  Richard  E.  Smith. 

Director*,  Isaac  A.  Drowne,  Henry  H.  Procter,  George  B.  ftwest, 
Isaac  Hardy,  Thomas  H.  Smith,  B.  Edwin  Gsy. 

The  expenses  for  the  past  year  were  about  $000,  bn  t  the  Asso- 
ciation, through  the  liberality  of  Hs  friends,  has  been  enabled  to 
reach  the  end  of  tile  year  free  from  debt.  The  maoagtts  purpose 
to  secure  larger  rooms,  and  to  add  to  the  list  of  periodicals  the 
most  popular  and  instructive  papers  and  magasines  published  is 
this  country,  also  some  of  the  London  magasines,  and  will  spare 
neither  money  nor  time  to  make  the  rooms  most  attractive  and 
welcome  to  every  one. 

Salem.— D.  B.  Brooks  says:  "We  are  having  e^and  prayer- 
meetings  at  our  rooms  in  Salem.  They  are  crowc'ed ;  not  a  mo- 
ment is  lost.  There  have  been  some  conversions,  'len  requested 
prayers  last  evening,  and  each  one  was  prayed  for  singly.  The 
meeting  commences  at  nine  o'clock,  and  continues  one  hour,  but  is 
hard  to  stop.  I  never  knew  the  Association  to  be  in  so  good  a 
condition  spiritually.  All  is  owing  to  the  constant,  steady  work- 
ing of  a  few  with  the  blessing  of  God.  Salem  has  been  a  hard 
soil  for  the  Association  in  days  past.  We  gave  up  the  rooms  once 
for  wast  of  members  to  support  it." 

The  constant,  steady  working  of  the  members  would  secure 
God's  blessing  and  grand  prayer-meetings  in  many  other  Associ- 
ations that  are  neater  dead  now  thas  ever  the  Salem  Association 
was  in  days  past. 

2fMW-JERSEY. 

'  JTssrorfc— The  Newark  Association  has  engaged  a  General 
Secretary,  J.  S.  Ostmnder,  aad  contemplates  organizing  a  Bible* 
class  and  a  young  men's  prayer-meeting. 

Ftatn/UUL— The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Plainfield  Associ- 
ation was  held  is  the  Congregational  shureh  on  Friday  evening, 
November  22d.  After  as  organ  voluntary  by  S.  O.  Dyer,  asd  as 
anthem  by  the  choir  led  by  Prof.  Sherwin,  followed  by  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer,  and  a  hymn  sung  by  the  congregation, 
the  President,  Charles  W.  McCutchen,  presented  the  annual  re- 
port. He  gave  a  very  encouraging  view  of  the  work  performed 
by  the  Association  the  past  year,  and  of  its  present  financial  con- 
dition compared  with  former  years.  After  a  chant  entitled, 
"  Come,  Labor  On,"  Rev.  George  J.  Mingins,  city  missionary  of 
New-York,  delivered  an  interesting  and  instructive  address  on 
the  subject  of  missionary  work,  or  how  to  reach  the  masses.  He 
said  as  important  element  in  which  the  Weal  or  woe  of  the  coun- 
try is  concerned  is  its  young  men.  New- York  city  alone  contains 
185,000.  Twenty-seven  young  men  are  now  is  prison  is  New- 
York  whose  hands  are  red  with  murder.  Young  men  of  a  certain 
class  are  exerting  «.  tremendous  power  for  evil  vastly  more  in  pro- 
portion than  moral. respectable  young  men  can  accomplish  for  good. 
The  latter,  at  an  election,  vote  only  once,  while  the  former  vote 
many  times.  He  said  the  future  of  the  Church  and  country  depends 
upon  her  young  men.  He  reminded  the  Plainfield  Association 
that  there  was  work  for  it  to  do,  for  the  first  young  men  he  met 
after  he  left  the  cars  were  reeling  from  Intoxication,  and  the  sec- 
ond was  the  greatest  swearer  he  had  ever  heard.  He  spoke  of 
the  necessity  of  a  manly  and  cheerful  Christianity  to  make  church 
work  effective  in  reaching  the  destitute  mssses,  and  subjecting 
them  to  the  influence  of  gospel  truth. 

Thev  are  having  an  interesting  course  of  lectures  this  winter. 
They  have  already  listened  to  George  McDonald,  John  B.  Gough. 
Frederick  Douglas,  and  Robert  Collyer,  and  have  yet  to  hear  Anna 
EL  Dickinson  and  Edmund  Yates.  About  a  hundred  volumes 
have  been  added  to  the  library  recently.  The  Association  is  mak- 
ing itself  useful. 

NEW-YORK. 

JJVooWyn.— The  Eagle,  is  an  article  on  the  Brooklyn  Associ- 
ation and  iu  work,  say  s : 

"The  directors  at  the  Association  are  gestiemes  who  hare  en- 
tered upon  this  enterprise,  after  having  fitted  themselves  far  their 
positions  by  a  study  of  human  nature.  They  know  young  men/what 
their  tastes  asd  aspirations  are,  because  they  have  lived  among 
them  and  learned  of  them.  They  are  not  at  all  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  only  thing  desirable  is  to  get  young  men  to  call 
each  other  'brother/  wear  clean  collars,  and  always  keep  their 
hair  smooth,  although  they  recognise  all  these  to  be  things  highly 
desirable  in  their  way.  But  what  they  do  aim  at  is  to  produce  a 
class  of  young  mem  who,  while  having  that  first  principle  of  all  gen- 
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tlllty  in  them,  '  consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others,' shall 
also  be  good,  strong,  aggressive  men,  with  thought  in  their  heads, 
prepared  to  meet  the  world  as  it  is,  and  impress  themselves  for 
high  purpose  upon  society.  Working  upon  these  grounds,  a 
spirit  has  been  given  to  the  Association  that  is  felt  by  the  stranger 
almost  the  moment  he  enters  its  broad  and  generous  doors.  If 
the  visitor  be  a  stranger  to  the  place,  he  will  find  himself— eo  hap- 
pily are  things  organized— met  at  the  threshold  by  some  one  of  a 
company,  of  young  men,  who,  with  the  dignity  of  manhood,  will 
act  as  though  it  was  his  highest  ambition  in  life  to  make  strang- 
ers become  permanent  residents  of  Brooklyn,  solely  because  of  the 
existence  in  it  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association." 

One  of  the  directors  of  the  Brooklyn  Association,  John  C.  Pearce, 
was  originally  associated  with  George  Williams  in  those  ware- 
house prayer-meetings,  which  were  the  germ  of  the  London  As- 
sociation. Happening  into  the  rooms  a  few  evenings  since,  we 
were  confronted  with  a  beautif  ul  life-like  portrait  of  the  gentleman, 
in  India-ink,  by  a  member  of  the  Association,  an  enterprising  young 
artist,  Miss  L.  A.  B^ke,  of  1273  Broadway,  New- York  city.^ 

Buffalo,— The  Association,  aided  by  the  leading  citizens, 
gave  the  newsboys  and  bootblacks  of  the  city  a  Thanksgiving  din- 
ner. The  meeting  was  held  in  Grace  Methodist  church.  Ex- 
President  Fillmore  presided.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Judge 
Clinton,  William  P.  Letchworth,  Bev.  D.  H.  Muller,  the  pastor  of 
the  church,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  a  Jewish  rab- 
bi. About  two  hundred  boys  dined.  At  the  close,  a  fond  was 
commenced  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  destitute  newsboys  and  boot- 
blacks. 

Yorkviile. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Yorkville  branch  of 
the  New- York  Association,  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
President, H.C.  Robinson;  Vice-President,  James  A.  Smith  ;  Secre- 
taries, Jas.D.Shipman  and  B.C.  Pullman  ;  Treasurer,  Charles  W. 
Turner.  Executive  Committee,  l>r.  W.  V.  White,  Edward  Rob- 
erts, D.  L.  Sturges,  J.  T.  Drummond,  H.  Fullmer,  Jr..  A.  B.  Car- 
ver, Chas.  G.  Keys,  W.  W.  Downs,  F.  S.  Martin,  Dr.  J.  V.  S. 
Wooley,  William  Baldwin,  and  A.  W.  P.  Cramer.  The  receipts 
last  year  were  $8388,  and  the  expenditures  $37  less. 


rooms  of  the  Young  Men's  Christisn  Association,  200  Vine-street. 
The  following  are  the  officers : 

Pretident,  Peter  Magly. 

Vice-President,  Jacob  flaensaler. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Henry  Koch. 

Recording  Secretary,  Frederick  Wagner 

Treasurer,  Henry  Meincken. 

Cleveland.— A  correspondent  of  the  Presbyterian  Batmer. 
after  referring  to  the  Cleveland  depot  reading-room,  and  the  meet- 
ings conducted  by  the  Association  at  different  points  along  the 
various  railways,  says :  "  The  railroad  branch  of  this  Association 
is  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  Christian  Associations  ot  other  cities. 
We  have  here  an  evidence  of  what  God  will  do  if  we  do  our  part. 
We  want  more  earnest  workers  in  the  field.  Every  Christian 
should  endeavor  to  do  mora  for  Christ  than  he  has  ever  before 
done.  If  Christians  in  every  place  manifested  more  faith  and  seal, 
we  should  see  more  of  the  blessings  of  God.  We  hope  our  young- 
men,  in  every  other  city,  will  look  to  the  Christian  Association 
of  Cleveland  in  this  matter ;  do  as  they  have  done  and  are  doing; 
— yea,  do  more,  and  we  have  all  reason  to  believe  God  will  shower 
blessings  upon  our  country  such  ss  we  have  never  known." 

Toledo.— The  Toledo  Association  is  diligent  and  well-doing. 
It  holds  five  or  six  meetings  every  Sunday,  in  different  parts  of 
the  city  besides  sending  delegations  to  hold  meetings  in  neigh- 
boring cities.  A  Laymen's  Institute  wss  held  last  month,  under 
its  auspices.  Many  important  practical  questions,  such  as, "  Duty 
and  method  of  wining  souls,"  and  ''Hindrances  to  spiritual 
growth,"  were  discussed  by  prominent  Christian  workers. 


BRITISH   PROVINCES. 


OHIO. 

Cincinnati.— The  Cincinnati  Association  have  been  enjoying 
the  holiday  season  by  giving  social  entertainments  to  the  young 
men  of  that  city.  Thanksgiving-Day  a  large  meeting  was  held 
in  Association  Hall  in  the  evening,  at  which  all  the  songs  and 
remarks  were  full  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  all  his  mercies  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  Superintendent  A. 
C.  Scott  invited  all  the  guests,  some  four  hundred  in  number,  to 
the  reading  and  amusement  rooms,  where  tables  loaded  with  the 
delicacies  of  the  season,  awaited  them. 

Many  of  the  young  ladies  of  the  Women's  Christian  Associ- 
ation were  present,  acting  as  waitresses,  and  the  evening's  enter- 
tainment was  cont'nued  until  about  eleven  o'clock,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  present. 

Christmas  Day. — The  Jail  Committee  gave  n  turkey  and  oyster 
dinner  to  all  the  prisoners  in  the  County  Jail.  Several  poor  boy, 
were  there  under  sentence  to  the  Penitentiary,  and  when  the  kins 
word  of  Christian  love  and  sympathy  was  spoken  to  them,  tears 
of  gratitude  welled  up  into  their  eyes,  and  many  resolutions  were 
audibly  made  by  them  to  live  truer  and  better  lives  in  the  future. 

New-Year's  eve  the  Association  held  Watch  Night  Services  in 
their  hall.  The  evening  service  was  divided  into  four  parts,  as 
follows :  From  8  to  9  o'clock,  "  Praise,"  led  by  H.  Thane  Miller  ; 
9  to  10,  "  Thanksgiving,"  led  by  Chas.  E.  Hay  ward ;  10  to  11. 
••  New  plans  for  the  future,"  led  by  Dr.  W.  8.  How  ;  11  to  13 
•*  Consecration,"  led  by  A.  C.  Scott.  During  the  last  hour,  the 
large  audience  seemed  spell-bound  with  the  solemnity  of  the 
occasion,  when  the  leader  made  the  request  that  all  who  desired 
to  consecrate  their  life  fully  to  Christ  for  the  New- Year  should 
rise ;  100  did  so ;  84  others  asked  for  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of 
God's  people.  At  five  minutes  before  twelve,  all  knelt  in  silent 
prayer.    Bo  the  old  year  passed  away. 

New-Tear's  Day. — Invitations  were  sent  out  to  all  members  of 
the  Association,  Inviting  them  and  their  friends  to  call  at  the 
rooms  on  New- Year's  day.  "  Open  House  "  was  the  order  of  the 
day.  Turkey,  oysters,  fruit,  cake,  confectionery  and  nuts,  with 
good  Java  to  wash  them  down,  were  freely  given  to  all  who  came. 
Three  hundred  and  eighty-three  calls  were  received  during  the 
day ;  a  much  larger  number  than  ever  before  at  these  rooms. 

Thk  Ftbst  Gbbkak  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
in  Ohio.— An  organization  of  German  young  men  to  work  for 
Christ  among  their  follows  is  now  successfully  established  in  Cin- 
cinnati.   They  make  their  headquarters  for  the  present  at  the 


NEW-BR  UNSWICK. 

St.  John. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
in  December.  William  Welch,  the  President,  occupied  the  chair. 
After  singing  and  prayer,  the  reports  of  the  various  committees) 
for  the  past  year  were  read.  The  Managing  Committee  reported 
a  membership  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-six,  and  regretted  that 
so  few  took  an  active  part  in  the  various  exercises  of  the  Associ- 
ation. 

The  Library  and  Boom  Committee  reported  number  of  books 
in  the  library,  440,  being  an  increase  of  thirty  over  last  year ;  mag- 
azines, thirty-two ;  increase,  six,  with  several  additions  of  pictures, 
etc. 

The  Tract  and  Bible-Class  Committee  hare  distributed  6300 
tracts,  800  papers,  and  1000  cards  of  Invitation  to  thrfr  rooms.  A 
Bible-class,  led  by  Dr.  Botsford,  has  had  an  average  attendance  of 
thirteen  young  men.  Joshua  Clawson  read  the  report  of  the  Re- 
lief Committee-  $616.83  has  been  collected,  and  $496.89  distributed 
in  various  ways  to  deserving  persons,  leaving  a  balance  of  $119.43 
to  commence  the  year  with.  Much  of  the  money  has  been  col- 
lected by  ladies,  who  take  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Assoc! 
ation. 

The  prayer-meeting  and  mission  committees  have  held  weekly 
meetings  every  Thursday,  with  an '  average  attendance  of  forty. 
Two  of  their  number  have  every  Sunday  visited  the  Marine  Hos- 

Sltal,  and  talked  and  prayed  with  the  patients.  The  Boarding- 
louse  and  Employment  Committee  have  obtained  situations  for 
several  who  have  come  to  the  city,  and  have  seen  them  comfort- 
ably provided  with  homes. 

A.  D.  Robertson,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  read  his  report. 
The  amount  received  for  dues  was  $318 ;  subscriptions,  $243.50 : 
donations  and  other  sources,  $680.91,  making  the  total  amount 
$1243.41.  The  total  expenses  were  $1247.98,  with  unpaid  bills 
to  the  amount  of  $378.40. 

The  Building  Committee  reported  that  last  spring  they  bought 
a  lot  for  $8500,  and,  under  Mr.  Stead's  plans,  commenced  the 
erection  of  their  new  building.  Tbe  contract  for  excavating  was 
given  to  D.  &  T.  Sullivan  for  $1506.  On  the  15th  or  April,  Car- 
mac  &  Brown  took  the  contract  for  building  the  walla,  roofing, 
etc.,  for  $15,380.  The  amount  subscribed  to  meet  this  expendi- 
ture at  present  is  $13,676.  The  trustees  appointed  under  their 
act  of  incorporation  have  borrowed  $15,000  from  the  estate  of 
Benjamin  Smith,  as  security  for  which  they  have  given  a  mort- 
gage on  the  building.  They  estimate  the  whole  cost  will  be 
$31,000. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  constitution.  The 
fees  for  the  next  year  will  be  as  follows : 

Admission  to  the  reading-rooms,  library,  and  usual  exercises, 
$3  ;  to  g-vmnaalum,  $1  extra;  to  baths,  $3  extra;  to  gymnasium 
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and  baths.  $3,  above  the  entrance  fee  of  $3.  Each  member  elected 
to  the  Association  shall  be  notified  by  the  Secretary,  and  most 
par  his  fee  before,  he  is  entitled  to  any  privileges.  The  old  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  are  allowed  until  the  first  of  April  next  to 
take  out  their  tickets. 

The  President  and  a  few  others  made  remarks  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  Sunday  evening  meeting,  and  all  expressed  their 
desire  to  see  this  the  largest  attended  meeting  of  the  Society  by 
the  members. 

William  Welch  was  reelected  President  for  the  fifth  term.  The 
following  Vice-Presidents  were  elected :  J.  E.  Irvine,  Wesleyan ; 
W.  H.  FairaU,  Congregational ;  L.  H.  Kidd,  Episcopal ;  Ezekiel 
McLeod,  Free- Will  Baptist ;  G.  M.  Steeves,  Baptist ;  John  Stewart, 
Presbyterian.  A.  P.  Robertson  was  reelected  Treasurer ;  Joshua 
Clawson,  Corresponding  Secretary ;  £.  T.  C.  Knowles,  Becording 
Secretary  ;  E.  D.  Kelley,  Librarian. 

The  following  were  elected  a  Committee  of  Management :  H. 
B.  White,  O.  K.  Burtis,  James  Bostwick,  H.  P.  Kerr,  S.  Welsh, 
James  A.  White,  James  L  Thome,  J.  McA.  Hutchings,  H.  G. 
Thome,  P.  C.  Quinn,  Peter  Chisholm,  and  J.  A.  Likely. 

John  Stewart  and  H.  B.  White  were  elected  Trustees. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  daily  Press  for  their  kind- 
ness in  printing  notices,  etc,  for  the  Association. 


ONTARIO. 


Fergus, — The  soiree  given  in  the  drill  shed  on  Wednesday 
evening,  under  the  auspioesof  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation, was  in  all  respects  a  grand  success,  the  attendance  "being 
large,  the  refreshments  abundant  in  quantity,  excellent  is  qual- 
ity, and  served  in  first-class  style.  The  President,  Peter  Bonnie, 
Esq.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  in  the  opening  speech  stated  that 
the  Association  has  been  nine  months  in  existence,  during  which 
time  it  has  instituted  prayer-meetings  at  Cumnock  and  at  Cull's 
School-house  in  Garafraxa,  a  good  work  evidently  being  done  at 
the  former  place,  the  latter  being  a  newer  field.  In  town,  Sabbath 
morning  and  evening  services  are  held,  also  Bible-class  and  cot- 
tage prayer-meetings.  (130  was  realized  from  different  sources, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  had  to  be  paid  out  for  rent.  There 
are  on  the  books  thirty-two  active  members,  twenty  associate,  and 
eight  honorary.  The  number  of  meetings  held  were  as  follows : 
On  Sabbaths  in  the  rooms,  eighty  ;  on  week  days,  forty ;  Bible- 
olass  meetings,  thirty-four ;  cottage  prayer-meetings,  thirty-three ; 
prayer-meetings  at  Cumnock,  sixty-four;  Cull's,  thirty-two; 
church,  two ;  Douglass,  two.  The  Association  was  presented  by 
the  good  people  of  Cumnock  with  a  handsome  Bible,  accompanied 
by  an  address  asking  that  the  meetings  there  be  continued,  some 
fourteen  or  fifteen  having  by  these  means  been  led  to  give  their 
hearts  to  Jesus. 

Stirring  and  appropriate  addresses  were  delivered  by  Bev.  Mr. 
McMullin,  of  Woodstock,  Bev.  Mr.  Marling,  of  Toronto,  Bev.  Mr. 
Fessenden,  of  Fergus,  and  two  young  men,  members  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  Hamilton.  Bev.  Mr.  Ball,  of 
Guelph,  and  Bev.  Messrs  Smellie,  Mullan,  and  Barker  were  also 
upon  the  platform,  but  there  was  not  time  for  either  of  them  to  ad- 
dress the  audience.  The  choir,  under  the  leadership  of  William 
Bennie,  with  Miss  Piper  presiding  at  the  melodeon,  discoursed  ex- 
cellent music  between  the  speeches,  which  added  greatly  to  the 
pleasure  and  suoeess  of  the  entertainment.  After  votes,  of  thanks 
to  the  ladies  for  the  refreshments  provided,  and  the  speakers  for 
their  services,  the  meeting  broke  up  at  a  few  minutes  past  eleven 
o'clock.— Fergus  (Ont.)  Netet  Record. 

Hamilton, — From  the  fifth  annual  report  of  this  Association 
weleam  that  its  active  membership  is  130 ;  but  less  than  half  of 
its  active  members  are  working  members.  A  Building  Committee 
has  been  appointed  and  $3300  have .  been  subscribed.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  a  course  of  excellent  lectures  during 
the  winter.  A  literary  society  has  been  organized.  The  library 
comprises  300  volumes.  Situations  have  been  obtained  for  251  young 
men.  Over  41,000  tracts  have  been  distributed.  Twenty-three  meet- 
ings have  been  held  in  boarding-houses  for  young  men,  with  good 
results.  Services  have  been  sustained  in  the  Jail,  Hospital,  Boys' 
Home,  and  House  of  Refuge,  A  Bible-class  is  in  successful  oper- 
ation, with  promises  of  great  usefulness.  The  Saturday  evening 
prayer-meeting  continues  with  encouraging  attendance.  Very 
profitable  meetings  are  held  in  the  rooms  Sunday  evenings,  after 
the  close  of  services  in  the  churches.  The  current  expenses  have 
been  a  little  less  than  $1260.    The  officers  are : 

President,  A.  Macallum. 

Vice-President*,  Jonathan  Ames,  John  Colhoun,  Thomas  Saun- 
ders, George  A.  Young. 

General  Secretary <  David  A.  Sinclair. 


Toronto. — The  ninth  annual  report  of  this  Association  shows 
that  the  members  are  laboring  with  much  earnestness.  The  ac- 
tive membership  numbers  263,  associate  103.  The  reading  room 
is  open  dally  from  8  a.m  to  10  p.m.  Meetings  are  held  every 
Tuesday  evening  for  devotional  exercises,  lectures,  essays,  and 
discussions.  The  Saturday  evening  young  men's  prayer-meeting 
from  8  to  0  is  usually  crowded,  and  continues  to  be  the  living 
power  of  the  Association.  Noon-day  prayer-meetings  from  12  80 
to  1  have  recently  been  commenced.  The  Bible-class  meets  every 
Sunday  afternoon  at  8  o'clock  ;  the  attendance  sometimes  reach 
70.  Cottage  prayer-meetings  are  held  frequently  during  the 
week  at  different  places  in  the  city.  A  Bethel  service  is  held 
Sunday  afternoons.  The  Hospital  is  visited,  Bibles  and  Tracts 
are  distributed— over  400  tracts  are  given  away  every  Sunday. 
The  Boarding-Houte  Committee  keep  a  list  of  boarding-houses  ; 
they  also  visit  the  various  boarding-homes  and  hold  meetings. 
Employment  has  been  found  for  134.  The  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  is  1166.  Over  $2800  has  been  subscribed  to  the 
building  fund.  The  new  building  will  be  finished  some  time  this 
month.  The  current  expenses  were  something  more  than  $1600  the 
past  year.    The  officers  of  the  Association  are : 

President,  John  Macdonald. 

Vice-President*,  Wm.  Anderson,  J.  L.  Blaikie,  B.  Homer  Dixon, 
K.N.L.,  George  Hague,  C.  A.  Morse,  aod  Daniel  Wilson,  LL.D. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  James  McDunnough. 

Becording  Secretary,  Thomas  J.  Wilkie. 

Treasurer,  S.  R.  Bnggs. 

Librarian,  S.  C.  Hamilton,  MA. 

Extracts  from  an  address  before  the  Toronto  Association,  New- 
Year's  eve,  by  Vice-President  William  Anderson :  "  If  any  part  of 
God's  work  deserves  attention  more  immediate  than  another  sure- 
ly it  is  the  work  of  rescuing  our  young  men..  While,  we  wait,  they 
are  swept  into  the  broad  stream  that  runs  downward,  and  efforts 
to  reach  them  are  often  made  too  late.  Ardent  passions,  exuber- 
ant spirits,  and  a  desire  to  try  things  for  themselves,  lead  thou- 
sands of  young  men  astray ;  and  our  straight  and  simple  line  oi 
duty  is  '  to  go  for  them'  by  every  means  we  can  command — by 
precept,  by  example,  by  kindly  offices,  by  brotherly  love,  by  faith- 
ful warning,  by  honest  reproof,  by  solemn  appeal,  by  fervent  pray- 
er—to win  them  to  seek  and  find  an  interest  in  Jesus.  Young 
men  are  from  their  peculiar  tendencies  and  temptations  either  the 
promoters  or  the  hlnderers  of  much  of  the  good  that  is  being  done 
in  the  world.  Each  young  man  converted  to  God  and  taking  his 
place  in  the  Church  of  Christ  becomes  the  centre  of  a  circle,  every 
part  of  which  may  receive  light  and  happiness  from  his  influence. 
And  if  large  numbers  of  young  men  should  become  the  subjects  of 
this  change,  what  good  and  healthful  results  would  be  the  end  I 
How  many  fountains  of  moral  poison,  which  now  flow  only  to  cor- 
rupt and  destroy,  would  be  closed  forever  1  How  intemperance 
would  decrease,  and  parents  rejoice  over  closed  saloons — those 
blighting  spots  in  our  streets  I  The  houses  of  infamy  would  no 
longer  be  found  open  to  decoy  the  young  to  wretchedness  and  dis- 
grace. The  theatre  would  largely  lose  its  fascinations,  and  cease 
to  invite  the  young  man  to  forget  a  father's  counsels  and  a  mother's 
prayers.  Talent,  that  is  now  wasted  and  blasted  by  sensuality  or 
perverted  by  lolly,  which  often  burns  brightly  in  wrong-doing, 
would  be  devoted  to  nobler  purposes.  The  vigor  of  frame,  now 
wasted  in  scenes  of  dissipation,  would  be  prepared  to  brave  any- 
thing in  the  Master's  service,  and  lips  now  reeking  with  blasphe- 
my would  speak  of  the  gospel  of  peace.  Each  one  of  «*  can  do 
something  to  bring  forward  thete  gloriou*  result*.'' 


FOREIGN. 


BAVARIA. 

This  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  nine-tenths  Catholic, 
has  only  10  Protestant  associations.  The  most  flourishing  one 
seems  to  be  th«  one  at  Munich,  which  now  has  fully  150  members. 
A  monthly,  Puekhoefer*  Blaetter,  is  issued  by  the  Association. 

ITALY 

Rome.— The  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  at  Borne,  Italy,  is  constituted  as  follows : 
George  H.  Yewell,  Cnas.  S.  Dyer,  Aug.  S.  Sandens,  Shakespeare 
Wood,  Wm.  8.  Bunce,  and  Dr.  James  B,  Gould.  A  large  and 
commodious  salon  has  been  procured  in  the  Palazzo  Gregorio, 
71,  Via  Macelli  (adjoining  the  American  Union  church),  where 
visitors  find  a  free  library,  a  selection  of  English  and  American 
religions  and  secular  journals,  lists  of  visitors,  residents,  writing 
material*,  notices  of  apartments  to  let,  boarding-houses,  guides, 
etc.    All  Engltoh  .peaking  people  are  admitted  during  tEe  day 
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•ad  hi  the  erasing  without  payment,  the  expenses  of  the  lnstitn- 
tlon  being  defrayed  by  voluntary  contribution. 

PRUSSIA. 

Berlin.— The  Evangelical  Society  for  church  labor,  in  Berlin, 
has  bad  a  very  excellent  courae  of  Wcturaa  throughout  the  win- 
ter. In  the  list  of  speaker*  we  find  the  name*  of  Dm.  Frommal, 
Baur.ete. 

Pomerania.—k.  society  has  been  ibrmed  in  thia  prorince 
called,  "  The  German  Association  of  Sunday,  and  Workman's 
Friends,''  and  in  connection  with  it  a  society  for  prevention  of  the 
dechristlaniatng  of  our  people.  These  two  societies  are  work 
ing  with  great  effect  throughout  Germany.  The  annual  fee  of 
each  member  is  only  twenty-three  cents.  The  societies  publish 
an  excellent  weekly  paper,  Die  DeuUche  Waeht  (The  German 
Watchman).  The  management  of  the  paper,  as  well  as  the  pres- 
idency of  the  Society  is  held  by  the  Bev.  W.  Quistorp,  D.D.,in 
Dueherow,  who,  through  his  courageous  attack  upon  infidels  and 
rationalists  in  Germany,  has  won  the  esteem  of  all  true  friends  of 
religious  reform  in  Germany.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Qulstorp, 
the  Society  has  petitioned  to  the  Prussian  Diet  to  abolish  the 
shameless  satirical  papers  in  Berlin. 


WIBTEMBEBG. 

Stuttgart*  —  The  last  number  of  the  JUngUnttbot*,  from 
Stuttgart,  contains  a  quarterly  statistical  table  of  the  South  Ger- 
man JOngllngbund.  From  the  same  we  deduce  the  following: 
The  South  German  Union  (Suddeutscher  JOnglingabund)  now 
consists  of  thirty-fiv*<  Associations,  of  which  twenty-six  are  in 
Wirtemberg,  seven  in  Baden,  and  two  in  Alsace-Lorraine.  These 
thirty-five  Associations  have  708  members.  The  officers  of  the 
Bund  are,  President,  Missionary  G.  F.  Mueller,  Stuttgart ;  Boat- 
neas  Agent,  Dr.  G.  Werner,  Professor,  Stuttgart;  Cashier,  A.  Gun- 
dert,  Stuttgart;  Agent  in  General,  G.  Plebst,  Stuttgart;  Editor 
of  the  JQnglingtboU,  Samuel  A.  Werner,  D  J).,  Ef&ingen. 


WOMEN'S    CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

St.  Louit,  Mo.— Extracts  from  the  third  annual  report  of 
the  Women's  Christian  Association  of  St.  Louis : 

"  Our  Home  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Poplar-street*. 
The  rant  this  year  is  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  Weneedabulld- 
ing  of  our  own,  constructed  with  special  reference  to  our  needs. 
Such  a  building  would  add  greatly  to  our  efficiency  and  usefulness. 
The  prices  for  board  range  from  $3.60  to  $6  per  week,  including 
room  and  meals.  About  forty-five  young  ladies,  on  the  average, 
have  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges,  some  of  them  making  It 
a1  permanent  home,  others  staying  oat  a  few  days  or  weeks. 
Among  these  are  teachers,  seamstresses,  saleswomen,  and  those 
of  other  occupations.  The  entire  number  for  the  year  has  been 
one  hundred  and  forty-nine.  Of  these,  forty-five  have  been  tran- 
sient. The  number  of  meals  given  away  is  three  hundred  and 
eighty ;  number  of  nights'  lodging  gratuitously  furnished,  sixty- 
nine.  Our  expenses  have  been  met  in  part  by  annual  subscrip- 
tions of  two  dollars  each,  and  by  life  memberships  of  twenty-five 
dollars  each.  A  dining-room  on  Third-street  is  conducted  by  the 
ladies  of  the  Association." 


LITERARY. 

Bakkieks  Bttrhed  Away.    By  Rev.  Edward  P.  Roe.    ldmo, 
cloth,  pp.  487.  New-York :  Dodd  &  Mead. 

This  story  commends  Itself  to  all  who  prefer  to  reach  truths 
through  the  winding,  flowery  paths,  the  genial  sunlight,  and  the 
exhilarating  atmosphere  of  fiction,  rather  than  the  dusty  highway 
offset. 

Daxibl  Books,  ths  Pioneer  of  Kentucky.    By  John  S.  C. 
Abbott.    12mo,  cloth,  pp.  881.    New-York ;  Dodd  &  Mead. 

This  volume,  the  first  of  a  series  of  sketches  of"  The  Pioneers  and 
Patriots  of  America,"  portrays  the  life-work  of  one  of  the  boldest 
and  yet  gentlest  of  men.  It  also  contains  many  facts  in  regard  to  the 
early  settlers  of  Kentucky  well  worth  preserving.  It  is  more 
thrilling  than  any  novel.  In  preparing  these  histories,  Mr. 
Abbott  is  doing  a  good  thing  for  the  young  men  and  women  of 
this  country. 


Miles  Staitoibh,  the   Pukitaw    Captaih.     By  John  S.  C- 
Abbott    13mo,  cloth,  pp.  872.    New-York :  Dodd  *  Mead. 

Among  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  freedom  which  the  Mayflower 
brought  to  New-England's  rock-bound  coast,  Miles  Stasdlsh  wan 
the  great  captain.  In  a  stern  and  bloody  school,  under  Prinee 
Maurice  against  the  Duke  of  Alva,  he  learned  the  art  of  war,  and 
right  well  did  be  use  his  skill  for  the  preservation  of  the  little 
Colony  at  Plymouth.  His  name  deserves  to  be  remembered  by 
every  descendant  of  the  Pilgrims.  This  book  is  doubly  valuable ;  it 
contains  not  only  the  life  and  adventures  of  the  Puritan  captain, 
but  also  much  of  the  early  history  of  the  Puritan  Colony. 

Little  Hodge.  By  the  author  of  "  Glnx's  Baby."  13mo,  doth. 
pp.176.    New-York:  Dodd* Mead. 

Little  Hodge  la  a  little  bit  of  a  chap— in  fact  he  only  weigh* 
three  pounds  five  ounces  and  a  half— when  the  reader  is  first  intro- 
duced to  him  ;  but  before  he  gets  through  the  book  he  expands 
into  a  broad  and  weighty  lesson.  He  reminds  us  of  a  very  small 
ant,  bearing  off  a  big  grain  of  wheat  If  anybody  wishes  to  be 
amused,  and  has  no  objections  to  being  instructed  at  the  state 
time,  he  will  do  well  to  cultivate  Hodge's  T^mwut 

Musings.  By  Geo.  E.  Shipman,  MJD.  13mo,  cloth,  pp.  88.  Price, 
75 em.  Chicago:  W.  G.  Holmes;  New-York:  A.  D.  F.  Ran- 
dolph. 

This  book,  beautifully  printed  on  tinted  paper,  with  gilt  edges, 
is  made  up  of  a  dosen  short  but  choice  pieces  which  were  origi- 
nally written  for  the  Chicago  Foundling t  Record.  Each  one  is 
based  on  a  text  of  Scripture  and  is  really  a  little  sermon,  well 
calculated  to  lead  the  thoughts  heavenward. 

The  Jubilee  Ybab-Boox  of  the  New- York  Obetroor,  fin  1878, 
is  fall  of  important  Information.  It  contains  a  JteMnO*  of  the  first 
number  of  the  Otasrwr,  as  It  was  issued  fifty  yean  ago,  and  Also 
portraits  of  its  founders. 

We  owe  many  thanks  to  General  Albert  J.  Myer,  Chief  Signal 
Officer,  for  a  copy  of  his  very  valuable  iswul  Mepori  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  year  1872. 

Our  Young  Folk*  is  just  the  thing  for  boys  and  girls  of  all 
ages,  from  ten  to  seventy-five.  We  know  on*  "Old  Folks"  who 
reads  it  through  from  beginning  to  end,  then  reads  all  the  inter- 
esting paragraphs  the  second  time,  which  is  about  equivalent  to 
reeding  it  through  again.  It  is  published  monthly,  at  $2  per 
year,  by  James  R.  Osgood  *  Co.,  Boston. 

The  BeUetie  Mogotine  enters  on  its  seventeenth  year  with  in- 
creasing attractions.  The  aim  of  the  JCeloctuia  to  be  instructive 
without  being  dull,  and  entertaining  without  being  trivial.  Noth- 
ing is  admitted  to  its  pages  which  is  not  of  permanent  value  as 
wall  as  of  current  interest.    New-York :  E.  R.  Pelton. 

The  Deteriptive  Catalogue  of  Garden.  Gnu*,  Serb  and  Flower 
Seed*,  Horticultural  Book*,  Implement*,  etc.,  for  sale  by  Alfred 
Bridgemaa  *  Son,  876  Broadway,  Now- York,  is  a  common-sense, 
practical,  honest-looking  pamphlet.  It  talis  when  and  how  to  sow 
different  seeds;  contains  .useful  hints  in  regard  to  the  culture  of 
flowers  and  vegetables,  and  points  out  the  causes  and  cures  of 
many  vexatious  failures. 

The  Working  Church,  devoted  to  the  advocacy  of  union  in 
Christian  work,  and  earnest  work  in  Individual  churches,  comes  to 
us  with  coat  off,  sleeves  rolled  up,  and  the  smell  of  tell  on  its  gar- 
ments. It  is  edited  and  published  by  three  of  the  live  men  of 
New-York :  Rev.  Stephen  H.  Tyng,  Jr.,  Rev.  George  H  Hepworth, 
and  Rev.  George  J.  Mingins,  108  Woosterstreet,  New-York  City. 

The  Musical  Bulletin  contains  two  or  three  pieces  of  new  music 
by  the  best  authors,  every  month,  besides  much  interesting  and 
some  brilliant  reading  matter.  It  makes  its  subscribers  stuck, 
and  sing  too,  for  $1.M  per  year.    New-York :  Charles  W.  Harris. 

Church'*  Mutual  Txdtor  for  January  contains  an  instruct!** 
and  iuterestingassay  on  "  Mental  Health,"  which  musical  people 
should  read.  The  serial,  "  Side  by  Side,"  is  continued,  and  the 
music  pages  are  particularly  choice.  We  wish  a  happy  New-Year 
to  this  journal  of  music  and  the  fine  arts.  Pubnshed  by  John 
Church  &  Co,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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The  National  Temperance  Advocate,  1»  published  monthly,  by 
the  National  Temperance  Society.  It  contains  Arguments,  Statis- 
tics, and  Temperance  Tales,  by  some  of  the  ablest  writers,  and 
gives  a  condensed  history  of  the  cause  every  where.  It  is  indis- 
pensable to  every  earnest  temperance  worker.  Terms,  f  1  per 
year,  in  advance. 

THB  Youth't  Temperance  Banner,  published  by  the  same  So- 
ciety, is  a  beautifully  Illustrated  Monthly  Paper,  especially  adapt- 
ed to  children  and  youth.  Each  number  contains  several  choice 
engravings,  a  piece  of  music,  and  a  great  variety  of  articles  from 
the  pens  of  the  best  writers  for  children  in  America.  Terms— in 
advance, 

Single  Copies,  one  year $    25 

Eight  Copies,  to  one  address 100 

Filty 6  85 

One  Hundred 13  00 

}.  N.  STEARNS,  Publishing  Agent, 
58  Reade-street,  New-York. 
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Living  Flowers. 

BY  UB1H    DOUDNMY. 

"  FlOwsu  that  could  bless  yon  for  having  Mossed  them,  and 
will  love  for  having  loved  them :  flowers  that  have  eyes  like 
yours,  and  thoughts  like  yours,  and  lives  like  yours ;  which,  once 
saved,  yon  save  forever."— John  Buskin. 

In  the  cool  tempered  light  and  mellow  shade 
I  saw  you  stand  amid  your  plants,  one  day, 

Sprinkling  the  slender  fronds  that  loirmad  to  fed* 
With  showers  of  silvery  spray. 

And  as  the  tremulous  sunlight  softly  crept 

Into  the  ripples  of  your  golden  hair, 
And  your  white  robes  across  tbe  blossoms  swept, 

I  thought  they  loved  your  care. 

If  yen  could  kiss  the  rose's  velvet  mouth 
T6  charm  the  cruel  eankerworm  away, 

And  cry,  "  Awake,  O  north  wind  t  come,  thou  south  I 
Breathe  on  my  flowers  to-day ;" 

Would  you  not  love  to  save  them  from  the  blight, 
And  flush  them  into  beauty  fresh  and  new? 

To  bring  them  gifts  of  fuller  life  and  light, 
Sunshine  and  limpid  dew  t 

This  yoa  ««»  d*,  for  fairer  flowers  than  these— 
Flowers  that  have  thoughts  and  feelings  like  your 
own; 

Whose  stems  are  broken  by  the  stormy  breeze. 
Whose  freshest  tints  are  flown. 

Out  in  the  darkness  of  the  miry  street 
Those  bruise*  lilies  in  their  weakness  lie ; 

Down-trodden  by  the  tramp  of  reckless  feet, 
Left  there  alone  to  die. 

Go  raise  them  gently— wash  away  the  stain 
On  their  white  petals  with  your  tender  grief; 

Tour  tears  shall  tall  like  showers  of  precious  rain. 
Cleansing  each  sullied  leaf. 

Oh  1  give  those  human  blossoms  human  lovel 
Uplift  the  fallen  seventy  times  and  seven ; 

Save  these  sweet  living  things  to  bloom  above. 
In  the  fair  land  of  heaven. 

— Sunday  at  Some. 

Wild  Qmttu— We  too  often  hear  the  remark  made,  in  refar- 
•Me  ts  some  spirited  young  man,  that  "he  is  sowing  his  wild 
oats."  This  is  spoken  in  palliation.  He  will  be  different  by  and 
by— perhaps  all  the  better  Christian  in  the  end  for  his  more  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  world.  Bat  this  illustration  Is  very  un- 
fortunate ;  peculiarly  so,  because  there  is  such  an  intimate  con- 
nection between  the  sowing  and  the  reaping.  We  cannot  think 
of  such  a  thing  as  a  seed-time  without  a  harvest.  They  are  most 
intimately— yes,  iadissolubly  connected  in  the  natural  world.  Not 
less  are  they  so  in  the  moral.  "  Be  not  deceived ;  God  is  not 
mocked;  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 
If  men  sow  barley,  they  do  not  expect  to  reap  wheat ;  nor  will 
oats  produce  rye.  If  men  sow  wild  oats,  they  must  reap  a  harvest 
accordingly.  The  goodness  of  the  soil  will  be  jwlm^m  u  that 
which  Is  worthless;  bad  habits  will  be  formed,  difficult  of  correc- 
tion, and  others  will  be  contaminated.    Tbe  longer  we  remain  in 


sin,  the  worse  it  will  be.  We  had  better  break  off  before  the  con- 
science becomes  hardened.  The  effects  may  remain  after  the 
heart  is  changed,  and  we  may  be  troubled  with  the  thoughts  of 
the  evil  we  have  done  and  said,  even  after  the  evil  may  have 
been  repented  of  and  forgiven. — Parish  Visitor. 


Cuneiform  Literature.— The  following  extracts  from  the 
London  (Eng.)  Daily  Telegraph  furnish  interesting  information, 
and  a  notable  example  of  what  patient  research  can  accomplish :  ■ 

"  Five-and-twenty  years  ago,  Mr.  Layard  disinterred  and  brought 
to  Europe  the  mighty  winged  bolls  and  graven  slabs  from  the 
palace  of  the  Assyrian  kings  at  Birs  Nimroud.  In  presence  of 
those  stupendous  monuments,  what  we  had  previously  called  an- 
tiquity grew  youthiul.  Many  of  the  mummies  of  Egypt  were  not 
in  their  swaddling-clothes  when  these  stone  bulls  were  hewn. 
Daniel,  who  interpreted  dreams,  never  comprehended  the  wedge- 
shaped  letters  upon  the  thighs  or  dewlaps  of  those  massive  mon- 
sters, and  Alexander  himself  has  gaxed  upon  them,  as  rural  visit- 
ors to  the  British  Museum  have  so  often  done,  in  mute  wonder.  For 
a  longtime,  the  arrow-headed  inscriptions  kept  their  immemorial 
secret.  Gradually,  however,  the  patient  labor  of  a  few  scholars 
picked  out  a  clue  to  the  mystery,  and  the  cariosity  of  the  world 
was  temporarily  satisfied  as  to  many  of  these  graven  bulls  and 
slabs.  Long  lists  of  martial  deeds,  proud  boastings  of  conquests 
and  devastations,  were  slowly  translated  to  us ;  names  of  old  gods 
and  goddesses,  and  titles  of  mighty  forgotten  mooarchs,  were 
spelled  out.  We  had  explanations  of  the  stone  pictures  rep- 
sentlng  the  later  Assyrian  history,  and  thereupon  public  attention 
drooped.  But  the  diggers  at  Nineveh  sent  home,  along  with  their 
hnge  graven  beasts  and  vulture  headed  kings,  some  broken  pot- 
sherds, and  these  were  the  real  treasure  trove.  It  is  by  them  that 
we  are  taken  back  into  the  very  dawn  of  human  history  up  to  the 
time  when  Cush  reigned  and  Nimrod  hunted ;  and  everybody  will, 
therefore,  like  to  know  what  these  precious  little  books  of  clay  are 
like,  how  they  ever  came  to  be  deciphered,  and  in  what  way  the 
wondrous  skill  of  an  English  scholar  has  been  all  these  years  at 
work  to  give  mankind  this  new  light  upon  the  earliest  pages  of 
the  world's  story. 

"  Let  us  take  the  reader  into  the  alchemist's  cell,  where  the 
dead  past  is  made  to  live  anew  by  the  magic  elixir  of  patient  la- 
bor and  high  intellect.  If  Cosh,  or  Nimrod,  or  Assurbanipal 
could  but  see  the  place  where  their  arrow-headed  histories  are 
being '  edited'  by  a  generation  so  many  thousand  years  later  In 
the  lapse  of  time,  how  they  would  wonder  1  A  side-door  within 
the  museum  leads  us  out  from  among  the  winged  bulls  and  curiy- 
bearded  kings  into  a  corridor ;  from  the  corridor  we  mount  by  a 
spiral  Iron  staircase  into  a  narrow  gallery ;  from  the  gallery  we 
pass  into  a  sort  of  loft,  furnished  with  presses,  tables,  and  one  or 
two  Windsor  chairs.  Here  works  the  Mage  whose  skill  has  mad  e 
the  speechless  kingdom  give  up  its  uttermost  mysteries.  The 
first  impression  of  the  -(initiated  would  be  that  a  party  of  Utile 
modern  boys  and  girls  had  been  breaking  up  innumerable  pan- 
tiles wherewith  to  play  hopscotch.  All  around  lie— on  table, 
chair,  and  shelf— shaped  or  shapeless  fragments  of  potsherd,  yrt 
with  an  evident  care  in  their  arrangement,  for  all  are  symmetri- 
cally grouped,  and  some  are  caretully  cradled  in  cotton-wool. 
These  bits  of  pantile  are  the  oldest  known  books  in  the  world's 
circulating  library.  Look  closer  and  it  will  be  seen  that  while 
some  are  black,  others  white  or  cream-colored,  others  again  red  or 
pink,  every  piece,  large  or  small,  bears  on  one  side  a  neat,  closo 
inscription  in  the  cuneiform  character.  Some  are  as  large  as  a 
boy's  slate,  others  as  small  as  a  Barcelona  nut.  But  the  tlnieet 
portion  bears  the  Royal  Assyrian  scripture,  and  may  contain,  for 
aught  the  visitor  knows,  the  record  of  an  invaluable  date,  fact,  or 
declaration.  What  astonishes  that  visitor,  innocent  of  Babylonian 
lore,  is  the  precision  of  the  script.  Its  lines  are  packed  together 
nearly  as  close  as  those  of  the  leading  oolumns  in  this  journal ; 
and  each  character  is  impressed  with  a  delicacy  and  exactness  of 
touch  almost  equal  to  type.  Familiar  with  the  large  and  rough 
style  upon  the  Ninevlte  bulls,  one  wonders  at  this  proof  of  perfect 
mastery  over  the  arrow-handwriting.  The  Mage,  by  long  prac- 
tice, can  even  recognize  individual  autographs  among  his  precfoua 
rubbish ;  he  knows  where  one  scribe  left  off  and  another  took  up 
the  reed  or  stylum.  Vertically,  the  lines  are  as  near  as  they  cau 
be '  spaced  ;*  horizontally,  the  letters  are  often  prolonged,  with 
fine,  slight  dashes  where  the  writer  has  wished  to  fill  up  a  gap  or 
terminate  a  paragraph.  It  is  plain  how  they  were  inscribed— the  an 
dent  copyist  took  a  fresh  slab  of  wet  day,  rolled  it  neatly,  picked 
out  every  smallest  speck  or  gram  of  grit,  and,  having  fined  off  the 
edges  and  trimmed  his  clay  page  nicely,  he  then  marked  the 
words  with  a  point  of  hardened  wood  or  bronze,  if  bronze  were 
then  invented.  This  done,  the '  copy '  went  to  the  potter's  oven, 
where  it  was  tenderly  cooked  '  to  a  turn,'  and,  having  been  drawu 
forth,  was  stereotyped  with  a  vengeance,  for  that  same  page  was 
good  for  thousands  of  years,  given  the  protection  of  the  warm  des- 
ert sand.  We  examine  the '  proof,'  and  find  each  little  line  as  dear 
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and  fine  cut  as  -when  the  literal?  baker  brought  home  the  '  new 
number'  ot  the  King's  Historical  Magazine.  There  is  a  conning 
Museum  chemist  below  stairs,  who  cleans  these  little  tablets  for 
the  Mage  as  carefully  as  a  jeweller  '  brushing  up  my  lady's  dia- 
monds ;'  and  they  come  back  to  the  cell  where  the  decipherer  sits, 
with  exquisitely  clean  faces,  every  bit  as  new  and  finished  aa 
when  Assurbanlpal  looked  them  over,  and  gave  them,  with  a  roy- 
al sign  of  approval,  to  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Archives  to  put 
away  in  the  palace-cylinder.  The  print  of  an  Assyrian  thumb, 
and  the  nib  01  an  Assyrian  pen,  might  be  found  upon  one  or  other 
■of  them — nothing  is  more  immortal  than  pottery — and  these  have 
lain  in  the  library  of  Nineveh  for  at  least  four  thousand  years  with- 
out liitht,  air,  °*  '■hi  to  mar  them.  Here  is  the  eleventh  tablet, 
in  which  you  may  read,  if  you  can,  the  thrilling  tale  of  Izdubar 
the  King.  If  you  can !  Only  four  men  living  could  peruse  these 
ancient  cryptographs — one  is  Sir  E.  Bawlinson,  the  second  is  Mr. 
George  Smith,  the  third  is  a  German  professor  who  cannot  de- 
cipher the  incised  arrow-head,  although  he  can  make  it  out  whea 
printed,  and  the  fourth  is  M.  Oppert,  of  Paris.  To  the  eyes  of  this 
quarternlon,  the  little  red  pantile,  broken  into  twenty  pieces,  is  the 
most  fascinating  historical  work  on  the  world's  shelves ;  to  any 
ordinary  vision,  it  looks  as  if  somebody  had  spilled  ten-penny- 
worth of  tacks  upon  an  unbaked  brick,  and  sent  the  result  to  be 
cooked. 

"  But  how  did  the  decipherer  find  it  all  out?  The  scholar-Mage, 
his  sleeves  tucked  up,  and  his  hands  and  wrists  covered  with  the 
dust  of  dead  Assyrian  empires,  tells  the  charm  as  modestly  as 
though  he  had  merely  guessed  a  rather  hard  Christmas  conun- 
drum. Twenty  years  ago,  at  Behistun,  in  Persia,  there  was  found 
a  sculptured  rock,  bearing  inscriptions  in  three  distinct  charac- 
ters. One  of  these  character*  was  the  arrow-headed ;  the  others 
were  Persic  and  Median  or  Scythian  respectively,  and,  like  the 
Bosetta  stone  in  Egypt  which  divulged  the  hieroglyphics,  this 
curved  crag  became  the  lithographed  lexicon  for  cuneologists. 
Guided  by  the  Persian  writing,  Sir  H.  Bawlinson  constructed  a 
vocabulary  for  arrow-headed  scripture,  and,  though  the  sound  of 
these  Assyrian  letters  is  no  more  known  than  that  of  hieroglyph- 
ics! signs,  their  signification  ia  now  thereby  easily  and  surely  ob- 
tained. For  fourteen  years  has  Mr.  Smith  toiled  away  amid  his 
gems,  cylinders,  tablets,  and  bulls,  making  out  page  alter  page  of 
forgotten  mythology,  conquest,  migration,  and  general  ancient  hu- 
man story.  From  time  to  time,  he  gave  the  world,  along  with  one 
or  two  coadjutors, '  first  proofs'  from  the  Ninevite  library ;  but  the 
world  cared  little  for  catalogues  of  deities  and  namee  of  dead 
kings  and  queens.  Suddenly,  however,  he  has  lighted  upon  this 
editio  prima  of  the  record  from  which  Abraham  learned  his  Chal- 
daan  lore,  and  handed  it  down  to  Moses.  Now  all  the  world  lis- 
tens open-eared,  for  this  is  the  very  nursery-tale  of  mankind's 
youth  told  over  anew  to  adult  humanity  ;  this  is  the  source  of  those 
which  we  have  wrongly  called  historical  fountains.  Like  the 
Nile  itself— and  in  the  same  generation,  too — the  springs  of  our 
earth's  annals  recede  further  and  further  as  we  press  antiquity 
closer  for  lis  uttermost  truth.  But,  like  the  Nile,  we  have  now 
got  antiquity  fairly  into  a  corner.  We  know  where  to  look  al- 
most to  a  foot  for  the  rest  of  the  Imperial  Bibliotheca  of  King  Nim- 
rod's  successors  —  they  lie  awaiting  us  under  the  sands  near 
Mosul  and  Hillah  beneath  the  jackal-haunted  mounds  of  Warka 
and  Hit." 

Receive   the   Lord  I 

FBOM  THE  GEBUAH  OF  M.  WKIS8EL,  BT  C.  W. 

"  Bckxci  in  the  Lord  alway,  and  again  I  t»j  unto  you,  Bejolce.  The  Lord 
•s  at  nana."— Pan.  * :  6. 

Lift  op  your  heads,  ye  mighty  gates, 
Behold  the  King  of  glory  waits ; 
The  King  of  kings  is  drawing  near, 
The  Saviour  of  the  world  is  here ; 
Life  and  salvation  dotb  He  bring, 
"Wherefor  rejoice  and  gladly  sing : 

Praise,  O  my  God,  to  Thee! 

Creator,  wise  is  Thy  decree  I 

The  Lord  is  just,  a  helper  tried, 

Mercy  is  ever  at  His  side ; 

His  kingly  crown  is  holiness. 

His  sceptre,  pity  in  distress. 

The  end  of  ail  our  woe  He  brings, 

Wherefor  the  earth  is  glad  and  sings : 

Praise,  O  my  God,  to  Thee ! 

O  Saviour,  great  Thy  praise  shall  bel 

Oh !  blest  the  land,  the  city  blest, 
Where  Christ  the  Ruler  is  contest  I 
Oh  1  happy  hearts  and  happy  homes, 
To  whom  this  King  in  triumph  comes  1 
The  cloudless  sun  of  joy  He  is, 
Who  bringeth  pure  delight  and  bliss. 


Praise,  O  my  Lord,  to  Thee! 
Comforter,  ibr  Thy  comfort  free  I 

Fling  wide  the  portals  of  your  heart, 
Make  it  a  temple  set  apart 
From  earthly  use,  for  Heaven's  employ, 
Adorned  with  prayer,  and  love,  and  joy ; 
So  shall  our  Sovereign  enter  in, 
And  new  and  nobler  life  begin. 

Praise,  O  my  God,  be  Thine, 

For  words  and  deeds,  and  grace  divine. 

Redeemer,  come !  I  open  wide 
My  heart  to  Thee :  here,  Lord,  abide ! 
Let  me  Thy  Inner  presence  feel, 
Thy  grace  and  love  in  me  reveal, 
Thy  Holy  Spirit  guide  us  on, 
Until  our  glorious  goal  is  won. 
Eternal  praise  and  fame 
Be  offered,  Saviour,  to  Thy  Name  I 


Heroism. 

EXTRACTS'  FBOK  A.  LECTUXE    BT  CANON   XIKG8LET. 

"  Unless  above  himself  he  can  erect  himself,  how  mean  a  thing 
is  man."  We  mean,  by  the  word  heroism,  not  mere  courage,  not 
the  mere  doing  of  duty,  but  the  doing  of  something  beyond  duty, 
something  which  is  not  in  the  bond,  some  spontaneous  and  un- 
expected act  of  self-devotion.  To  defend  a  post  as  long  a*  it  la 
tenable  is  not  heroic  It  is  simply  duty.  To  defend  it  after  it 
has  become  untenable,  and  even  to  die  in  so  doing,  is  not  heroic 
but  a  noble  madness,  unless  an  advantage  is  to  be  gained  thereby 
for  one's  own  side.  Then  indeed  it  rises 'toward,  if  not  into,  the 
heroism  of  self-sacrifice. 

Another  element  in  heroism  is  modesty.  Any  boastfulness  or 
self-assertion  degrades  and  nullifies  it  Whatsoever  is  not  simple, 
whatsoever  is  affected,  boastful,  wilful,  covetous,  tarnishes  and 
even  destroys  the  horoio  character  of  the  deed ;  because  all  these 
faults  spring  out  of  self.  On  the  other  hand,  whenever  you  find  a 
perfectly  simple,  frank,  unconscious  character,  there  you  have  the 
possibility  at  least  of  heroic  action.  For  it  is  nobler  far  to  do  the 
most  commonplace  duty  in  the  household  or  behind  the  counter 
with  a  single  eye  to  duty,  and  simply  because  it  most  be  done- 
nobler  far,  I  say,  than  to  go  out  of  your  way  to  attempt  a 
brilliant  deed  with  a  double  mind,  and  saying  to  yourself,  "  Not 
only  this  will  be  a  brilliant  deed,  but  also  it  will  pay  me,  or  set 
me  off  Into  the  bargain."  True  heroism  knows  no  into  "  the  bar- 
gain." 

Every  motive  which  comes  not  from  the  single  eye,  every 
motive  which  springs  from  self,  is  by  its  very  essence  unheroie, 
let  it  look  as  grandly  or  as  beneficent  as  it  may.  But  I  cannot 
go  so  far  as  to  say  the  same  of  the  love  of  approbation,  the  desire 
for  the  love  and  respect  of  our  fellow-men.  That  must  not  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  list  of  heroic  motives.  No  man  excludes  it  less 
than  that  true  hero,  St.  Paul.  If  those  brave  Spartans,  at  Ther- 
mopylae, knew  that  their  memories  would  be  wept  over  and 
worshipped  by  brave  men  and  fair  women,  and  that  their  names 
would  become  watchwords  to  the  end  of  time,  what  is  that  to 
usT  save  that  it  should  make  us  rejoice,  if  we  be  truly  human. 
They  had  that  thought  with  them  in  their  last  moments,  to  make 
self-devotion  more  easy  and  death  more  sweet.  And  yet  Is  not  the 
highest  heroism  that  which  ia  known  only  to  our  Father,  who  seeth 
in  secret  ?  The  godlike  deeds  done  in  lonely  chambers,  the  god- 
like lives  lived  in  obscurity — a  heroism  rare  among  us  men,  who 
live  perforce  in  the  glare  and  noise  of  the  outer  world— mora 
common  among  women  of  whom  the  world  never  hears,  who,  if 
the  world  only  discovered  them,  would  only  draw  the  veil  mora 
closely'  over  their  faces  and  their  hearts,  and  entreat  to  be  left 
alone  with  God.  True,  they  cannot  always  hide ;  they  must  not 
always  hide,  or  their  fellow-creatures  would  lose  a  golden  lesson. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  of  the  essence  of  the  perfect  and  womanly  hero- 
ism, in  which,  as  in  all  spiritual  foroes,  woman  transcends  the 
man,  that  it  would  hide  if  it  could.  . 

They  sow  in  secret  the  seed  of  which  we  plnck  the  flower  and 
eat  the  fruit,  and  know  not  that  we  pass  the  sower  daily  in  the 
street — some  humbly  dressed  woman,  earning,  it  may  be  painful- 
ly ,her  own  small  sustenance.  She  who  nurses  a  bedridden  mother 
instead  of  sending  her  to  the  work-house ;  she  who  spends  her 
heart  and  her  money  on  a  drunken  father,  a  reckless  brother,  or 
the  orphans  of  a  kinsman  or  a  friend;  she  who — but  why  go  on 
with  the  long  list  of  great  heroisms  with  which  a  clergyman,  at 
least,  comes  in  contact  daily  T — and  it  is  one  of  the  most  enno- 
bling principles  of  a  clergyman's  high  calling  that  he  does  come  ia 
contact  with  them — why  go  on,  I  say,  save  to  commemorate  one 
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more  form  of  great  little  heroism,  the  commonest  and  jet  the  least 
remembered  of  all — namely,  the  heroism  of  an  average  mother. 
Oh  1  -when  I  think  of  tbat  last  broad  fact,  I  gather  hope  again  for 
poor  humanity  and  this  dark  world  looks  bright.  This  disatsed 
world  looks  wholesome  to  me  once  inore,because,  whatever  else  it 
is,  or  is  not  foil  of,  it  is  at  least  full  of  mothers. 

Looking  at  the  amount  of  great  little  heroisms  which  are  being 
enacted  around  as  every  day,  no  one  baa  a  right  to  say,  what  we 
are  all  tempted  to  say  sometimes, "  How  can  I  be  heroic  1  This  is 
no  heroic  age  setting  me  heroic  examples ;  we  are  growing  more 
and  more  comfortable,  safe,  frivolous,  pleasure-seeking,  money- 
making  ;  more  and  more  utilitarian,  more  and  more  mercenary  in 
our  politics,  in  oar  morals,  in  our  religion,  thinking  less  and  less 
of  honor  and  duty,  and  more  and  more  of  loss  and  gain.  I  am 
born  in  an  unheroic  time.  Yon  must  not  ask  me  to  become  heroic 
in  it."  I  do  not  deny  that  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  heroic  while 
circumstances  are  unheroic  round  us.  We  are  all  too  apt  to  fol- 
low in  the  puppet  of  circumstances;  all  too  apt  to  follow  the  fash- 
ion; all  too  apt,  like  so  many  minnows,  to  take  the  color  from  the 
ground  on  which  we  be,  in  hopes  like  them  of  comfortable  con- 
cealments, lest  the  new  tyrant  Duty  .called  Public  Opinion,  should 
spy  as  out,  and,  like  Nebuchadnezzar  of  old,  cast  us  into  a  burn- 
ing fiery  furnace— which  public  opinion  can  make  very  hot— for 
daring  to  worship  any  God  or  man,  save  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity. Yes,  it  is  difficult  to  be  anything  but  poor,  mean,  insufficient, 
imperfect  people,  as  like  each  other  as  so  many  sheep,  having 
no  will  or  character  of  our  own,  but  running  all  together  blind- 
ly over  the  same  gap,  in  foolish  fear  of  the  same  dog,  who,  after 
all,  does  not  mean  to  bite  us ;  and  so  always  was  and  always 
will  be.  For  "  unless  above  himself  he  can  erect  himself,  how 
poor  a  thing  is  man."  But  nevertheless,  any  man  or  woman  who 
will,  in  any  age  and  under  any  circumstances,  can  live  the  heroic 
life  and  exercise  heroic  influences. 

How  to  Keep  Young  Men  from,  Leaving  their 
Country  Homes. 

Maky  newspapers,  especially  those  of  the  cities,  do  good  work, 
the  value  of  which  can  hardly  be  over-estimated,  by  warning  the 
youth  of  the  risk  they  run  in  rushing  to  towns,  and  especially 
large  cities,  where  they  too  often  have  to  eke  out  a  miserable  exist- 
ence, or  suffer  absolute  starvation. 

By  way  of  preventing  a  calamity,  it  ia  well  to  look  at  its  cause. 
Now,. what  is  the  attraction  to  young  men  in  the  large  cities? 
They  are  simply  dazzled  and  bewildered  by  what  they  see  and 
hear.  Dress  is  one  of  the  first  things  that  attracts  and  secures  at- 
tention ;  then  comes  all  the  fascination  of  places  of  amusement, 
and  the  possibility  of  great  wealth,  which  so  few,  after  all,  win 
These  things  contrast  strikingly  with  the  life  of  many  country 
homes,  where  young  men  and  young  women  (who,  till  experience 
teaches  them,  can  sea  only  the  bright  side  of  city  life)  are  mere 
drudges — "  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water."  Yes,  we  say 
drudges,  whose  lives  are  no  better  than  that  of  the  poorest  dray 
horse. 

Now,  it  won't  do  for  press  and  pulpit  to  preach  to  these  people 
that  their  condition  will  be  injured  by  coming  to  the  cities;  for, 
in  fact,  with  some  of  them  it  is  much  improved ;  still,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  youth  of  the  country  have  rushed  to  the  cities  till 
various  kinds  of  trades  and  professions  seem  likely  to  be  over- 
crowded, and  hence  comes  want,  "  poverty,  hunger,  and  dirt,"  an 
icido,  and  other  crimes  too  horrible  to  mention.  The  reader  may 
now  naturally  ask,  what  is  the  remedy  T  The  answer  is  simple 
enough.  Let  home  be  made  attractive  by  culture  of  mind  and 
heart  as  well  as  soil.  Daily  and  steady  toll  without  any  relax- 
ation breaks  down  body  and  mind.  But  it  will  be  said  we  have  to 
work  like  slaves  to  live.  No  doubt  many,  starting  with  little  If 
any  capital,  in  a  new  country,  have  hard  work,  and  great  priva- 
tions to  undergo,  which  unfit  their  minds  for  effort ;  but  there  are 
the  winter  evenings,  when  the  farmer  and  his  family  surround 
their  own  fireside,  to  cultivate  the  affections  and  improve  the  mind. 
Health,  temperance,  and  well-directed  industry  soon  secure,  to 
even  the  poorest  in  our  favored  land,  a  comfortable  competency. 
Then,  by  degrees,  home  can  be  made  beautiful  by  the  proper  man- 
agement of  a  fruitful  soil.  It  will  yield  not  only  what  Is  neces- 
sary to  sustain  life  comfortably,  but  also  pleasures  to  gratify  the 
most  gifted  minds.  They,  of  all  others,  who  till  the  sou,  come  into 
closest  relations  with  Nature.  All  the  science!  are  more  or 
less  intimately  connected  with  the  soil.  There  is  no  lack  of  food 
for  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body.  But  if  we  have  no  enlightened 
cultivation  of  soil  and  mind,  the  young  men  of  the  country  will 
flee  from  the  music  of  Nature  to  the  cities'  din,  to  drag  out  perhaps 
miserable  days  in  the  exacting  toil  of  traders,  who  are  hut  the 
agents,  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil.  Let  us  have  enlightened  agricul- 
ture, and  a  more  equal  distribution  of  wealth  must  necessarily  fol- 
low.   The  producer  and  the  consumer  will  then  shake  hands;  the 


farmer  will  wear  as  smooth  a  coat  as  the  merchant,  and  be  at  least 
as  well  educated;  and  above  all,  his  relations  will  be  directly 
with  the  Giver  of  all  good,  who  never  cheats  his  children;  thus 
his  home  will  be  enriched,  and  made  happy  and  beautiful. 

Many  a  hard  handed  farmer  has  his  land  all  paid  for,  plenty  of 
money  at  interest,  and  yet  not  only  denies  his  family  but  himself 
the  necessaries  of  life.  Such  wretches  are  not  the  benefactors  of 
their  race.  It  ia  they  who  drive  the  young  men  and  maidens  to 
the  cities ;  who  rob  the  soil  of  God's  bounty,  taking  all  they  can 
get,  but  putting  nothing  back ;  and  who  wring  from  their  off- 
spring their  very  heart's  blood,  and  thus  exile  them  from  homes — 
if  such  they  can  be  called— to  whither  they  know  not.  While 
these  hard-handed  farmers  squeeze  out  the  life-blood  of  the  young, 
and  cultivate  neither  mind  nor  soil,  so  long  will  the  young  flee 
from  the  homes  of  their  fathers.  Through  this  bright,  good  land 
— the  home  of  the  weary  and  oppressed  of  all  nations — many  peo- 
ple, especially  in  the  Western  and  Northwestern  States,  have  al- 
ready not  only  the  necessaries  but  the  luxuries  of  life. 

Few,  if  any,  till  the  soil  intelligently.  For  the  most  part  the 
soil  is  robbed ;  but  a  sad  day  of  reckoning  will  come  if  this  thing 
lasts.  It  has  already  come  to  Virginia,  and  it  will  come  to  her 
sister  States  if  the  application  of  useful  knowledge  to  agriculture 
be  neglected.  We  look  for  better  results.  General  education  will 
settle  the  question ;  and  if  Americans  will  only  be  true  to  God 
and  to  themselves,  all  that  heart  can  wish  will  follow.  The  young 
will  then  stay  at  home,  garnering  in  from  a  fruitful  soil  all  the 
enjoyment  which  this  life  can  give,  and  merely  indulging  now  and 
then  in  a  visit  to  the  blazing  cities  of  metropolitan  life. — The  Farm 
and  Fireside  Journal. 


The  Excellent  Gift  of  Charity. 

Fbom  "Hymns  on  the  Collects,"  by  Miss  Caroline  May,  Pel 
ham  Priory. 

Every  virtue  that  we  need. 

Must  be  given  alone  by  Thee ; 
O  sweet  spirit,  now  we  plead 
For  Thy  gift  of  charity. 

Charity,  that  suffers  long, 
And  yet  murmurs  not  of  pain ; 

Slight  and  injury  and  wrong, 
Never  prompting  to  complain. 

Charity,  that  envies  not 
When  success,  good-will,  or  praise, 

She  might  for  herself  have  got, 
Crowns  with  joy  another's  ways. 

Charity,  that  never  talks 
Of  her  birth  with  boastful  tone  , 

Though  the  angels  as  she  walks 
Fain  would  claim  her  as  their  own. 

Charity,  that  never  vaunts 
How  much  good  she  does  the  poor, 

Though  the  darkest,  meanest  haunts 
Welcome  her  within  the  door. 

Charity,  that  ne'er  offends 

By  unseemly  act  or  word; 
Courteous  to  foes  or  friends, 
Glad  that  they  may  be  preferred. 

Charity,  that,  ne'er  beguiled 
To  revenge  by  wrong  or  spite, 

Trusteth,  like  a  little  child, 
That  die  wrong  was  meant  for  right. 

Charity,  that  never  pries 

Into  motives  that  lie  deep, 
Open  only  to  those  eyes 

That  a  ceaseless  vigil  keep. 

Charity,  that  weeps  to  see 
Sorrow  which  she  cannot  cure; 

Though  her  loving  sympathy 
Makes  woe  easier  to  endure. 

Charity,  that  bears  all  loss 
While  her  hopes  on  God  depend ; 

Trusts  beneath  the  darkest  cross, 
And  endures  onto  the  end; 

Thou,  O  Lord,  hast  ever  taught 
That  our  deeds  are  nothing  worth. 

Unless  charity  is  wrought 
In  them  by  a  heavenly  birth. 

We  are  counted  dead  by  Thee, 
If  our  hearts  beat  not  with  love  ; 

Bend  Thy  gift  of  charity. 
Holy  Spirit,  from  above. 
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Every  Dag. 

ST  KU2ABKFH  JOKERS  ALLBX. 

OH !  trilling  tasks  so  often  done, 

Yet  ever  to  be  done  anew ! 
On  I  caree  which  oome  wiUi  every  son, 

Morn  after  morn,  the  long  years  through  t 
We  shrink  beneath  their  peltry  sway— 
The  irksome  calls  of  every  day. 

The  restless  sense  of  was&d  power, 
The  tiresome  round  of  little  things. 

Am  hard  to  bear,  as  hoar  by  hoar 
Its  tedious  iteration  brings. 

Who  shall  evade  or  who  delay 

The  small  demands  of  every  day  . 

The  boulder  in  the  torrent's  course, 
By  tide  and  tempest  lashed  in  vain, 

Obeys  the  wave-whirled  pebble's  force, 
And  yields  its  substance  grain  by  grain ; 

So  crumble  strongest  lives  away 

Beneath  the  wear  of  every  day. 

Who  finds  the  lion  in  his  lair, 

Who  tracks  the  tiger  for  his  life. 
Hay  wound  them  ere  they  are  aware, 

Or  conquer  them  In  desperate  strife. 
Yet  powerless  he  to  scathe  or  slay 
The  vexing  gnats  of  every  day. 

The  steady  strain  that  never  stops 
Is  mightier  than  the  fiercest  shock ; 

The  constant  fall  of  water-drops 
Will  groove  the  adamantine  rock  ; 

We  feel  our  noblest  powers  decay 

In  feeble  wars  with  every  day. 

We  rise  to  meet  a  heavy  bio  w — 

Our  souls  a  sudden  bravery  fills— 
But  we  endure  not  always  so 

The  drop-by-drop  of  little  ills ; 
We  still  deplore  and  still  obey 
The  hard  behests  of  every  day. 

The  heart  which  boldly  faces  death 

Upon  the  battle-field,  and  dares 
Cannon  and  bayonet,  faints  beneath 

The  needle-points  of  frets  and  cares ; 
The  stoutest  spirits  they  dismay— 
The  tiny  stings  of  every  day. 

And  even  saints  of  holy  fame, 

Whose  souls  by  faith  have  overcome, 

Who  wore  amid  the  cruel  flame 
The  molten  crown  of  martyrdom, 

Bore  not  without  complaint  alway 

The  petty  pains  of  every  day. 

Ah  I  more  than  martyr's  aureole, 

And  more  than  hero's  heart  of  fire. 
We  need  the  humble  strength  of  soul 

Which  dally  toils  and  ills  require. 
Sweet  Patience  I  grant  us,  if  yon  may, 
An  added  grace  for  every  day  I 

—Soribner'tfor  November. 

Save  Your  Odd  Memento.— A  very  useful  little  waif,  en- 
titled Bead  an  Sour  a  Day,  found  its  way,  last  week,  into  one  of  our 
oolumns  of  miscellany.  It  reminded  us  of  a  lesson  received  in  our 
oollegedays.  A  few  of  us  students  had  obtained  permission  to  take 
our  meals  every  day  with  a  private  family  in  the  town.  We  wait- 
ed for  every  meal  from  five  to  ten  minutes— -a  fragment  of  time 
which  we  usually  expended  In  chatting,  joking,  and  sky-larking. 
A  large  scientific  work,  in  royal  octavo,  lay  on  the  table— prob- 
ably the  only  book  treasure  of  the  house.  Several  of  as  expressed 
a  desire  to  read  it,  but  regretted  the  lack  of  time  and  opportunity. 
One  of  our  number,  however,  a  silent,  studious  sort  of  chap,  qui- 
etly took  up  the  volume,  nibbled  at  the  title-page,  glanced  over 
the  table  of  contents,  and  attacked  the  preface.  In  a  moment  more 
he  was  called  to  the  table,  and  after  eating,  was  out  with  the  rest 
of  us.  At  the  next  meal  he  resumed  his  reading  where  he  had  left 
off;  and  so  on  from  time  to  time,  until  the  continuity  and  steady 
purpose  of  his  occupation  attracted  attention,  and  exposed  him  to 
many  a  volley  of  chaffing  from  his  companions.  He  only  smiled 
and  went  on  with  his  readies;,  while  we  went  on  with  our  usual 
cblt-cluti,  uuiil  at  last  we  forgot  to  notice  him  at  all.    The  winter 


passed  away ;  the  spring  vacation  approached ;  and  the  last  din- 
ner-bell of  the  term  had  jnet  left  its  final  clatter  la  the  air,  when 
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thetxme;  he,  by  reading  a  little  three  times  a  day,  had  transferred 
Its  entire  contents  to  his  head. 

We  don't  propose  to  indulge  in  a  very  long  "moral"  about  it. 
The  incident  dees  its  own  preaching.  Bead  in  your  odd  moments 
— the  fag  ends  of  time,  which  you  usually  employ  In  listless  wait- 
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be  of  immense  advantage  to  you,  intellectual  and  moral.— CXrit- 
(ton  Union. 

Wood  for  Contemplation.— 1  say  we  have  despised  lit- 
erature. What  do  we,  as  a  nation,  care  about  books  t  How 
much  do  yon  think  we  spend  altogether  on  our  libraries,  public  or 
private,  as  compared  with  what  we  spend  on  our  horses?  If  a 
man  spends  lavishly  on  his  library/  you  call  him  mad— a  biblio- 
maniac. But  you  never  call  one  a  horse-maniac,  though  men 
rain  themselves  every  day  by  their  hones ;  and  yon  do  not  hear 
of  people  ruining  themselves  by  their  books.  Or,  to  go  lower 
still,  how  much  do  you  think  the  contents  of  the  book-shelves  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  public  and  private,  would  fetch  as  compared 
with  the  contents  of  its  win&cellars  ?  What  position  would  its 
expenditure  on  literature  take  as  compared  with  its  expenditure 
on  luxurious  eating  ?  We  talk  of  food  for  the  mind  as  or  food  for 
the  body ;  now,  a  good  book  contains  such  food  inexhaustibly— it 
is  provision  for  life,  and  for  the  best  part  of  us,  yet  how  long  most 
people  would  look  at  the  best  book  before  they  would  give  the 
price  of  a  large  turbot  for  it  I 

Though  there  have  been  men  who  have  pinched  their  stomachs 
and  bared  their  backs  to  buy  a  book,  whose  lioraries  were  cheaper 
to  them,  I  think,  in  the  end,  than  most  men's  dinners  are.  We 
are  few  of  us  put  to  such  trial,  and  more  the  pity ;  for,  Indeed,  a 
precious  thing  Is  all  the  more  precious  to  us  it  it  has  been  won  by 
work  or  economy ;  and  if  public  libraries  were  half  ss  costly  an 
public  dinners*or  books  cost  the  tenth  part  of  what  bracelets  do,even 
foolish  men  and  women  might  sometimes  suspect  there  was  good 
in  reading,  as  well  as  in  munching  and  sparkling ;  whereas  the 
very  cheapness  of  literature  is  making  even  wiser  people  lot  get 
that  if  a  book  is  worth  reading  it  is  worth  buying. — Rutkin, 


LearntoLieten — But  first  learn  what  listening  is— for  It 
is  not  merely  the  exercise  of  the  sense  of  hearing.  The  stupidest 
of  all  can  keep  ears  open  and  month  shot.  To  listen  properly 
means  to  make  other  people  talk  properly.  That  is  a  social  defi- 
nition, If  it  is  not  a  Webeterian  one.  The  good  listener  is  a  cause 
of  talking  in  others,  and  by  a  proper  exercise  of  this  valuable  and 
too  scarce  gift,  makes  the  diffident  say  what  they  think,  and  the 
verbose  think  what  they  say.  For  the  greatest  talkers  are  care- 
ful when  they  find  they  have  a  good  listener.  They  know  that 
tbey  may  not  often  be  so  fortunate,  and  they  talk  their  best.  The 
adept  in  listening  may  sometimes  hear  more  prostngtuan  he  liken, 
bat  if  he  he  skilful  this  will  not  often  happen.  When  ft  1*  im- 
possible to  get  anything  interesting  or  useful  out  of  a  man,  he 
need  be  listened  to  no  longer.  Every  one  of  sense  will  agsee  to 
that.  But  it  is  astonishing  how  many  good  things  some  very 
unpromising  persons  will  say,  if  they  be  properly  and  conscien- 
tiously listened  to. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  very  hard  for  some  persons  to  listen.  They 
have  a  gift  for  talking  and  they  like  to  exercise  H.  But  these 
are  the  very  persons  who  thould  do  a  great  deal  of  listening. 
They  know  what  a  luxury  it  is  to  talk,  and  they  should  give  their 
families  and  friends  a  chance  to  learn  the  art.  Besides,  Hko 
farmers,  they  will  often  find  much  advantage  in  a  rotation  of 
crops.  A  season  of  listening  Is  often  a  most  excellent  preparative 
for  a  season  of  talk. 

It  is  often  supposed  that  if  a  man  has  a  good  thing  to  say,  he 
will  say  it,  but  this  is  not  necessarily  the  case.  Very  often  he 
never  says  it,  because  no  one  will  give  him  a  chance.  He  dout 
want  to  waste  his  speech  on  fools,  and  the  smart  folks  want  Una 
to  content  himself  with  hearing  what  they  have  to  say.  Thin 
happens"  not  in  connection  with  very  good  things,  perhaps,  but 
with  things  that  might  lead  to  very  good  things— every  day  and 
every  hour,  in  thousand  of  families,  all  over  the  land— to  say 
nothing  of  society. 

To  be  sure,  we  should  not  fail  to  become  good  talkers,  if  we 
can;  but,  do  what  we  may,  we  can  only  make  one  talker  of  oar- 
selves,  whereas,  by  proper  listening,  we  may  make  a  doxen  talk- 
ers of  other  people.— Fkahk  R.  Stocktoh,  in  Seribntr'i  Monthly. 
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THE   DEACONESS    INSTITUTION   AT    KAISERSWERTH,    GERMANY. 


As  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  are  themselves  an 
important  branch  of  Christian  -work,  it  cannot  be  uninteresting  to 
the  members  of  the  Association  to  hear  something  aboat  their  co- 
workers in  other  branches  of  the  field  of  labor. 

The  readers  of  The  Association  Monthly  are,  therefore,  pre- 
sented with  a  picture  of  the  Deaconess  Institution  at  Kaisers- 
werth, in  Germany,  and  a  few  remarks  about  the  work  of  the 
Deaconesses,  the  institution  at  Kaiserswerth,  and  its  founder. 

Theodor  Fliedner  was  born  on  the  21st  of  January,  1800,  atEp- 
sum,  in  the  Duchy  of  Nassau.  He  was  the  son  of  a  clergyman. 
Early  losing  his  parents  by  death,  he  entered  the  theological 
schools  in  Qoettingen,  Heidelberg,  and  Herborn,  and  studied  in 
the  same  from  the  years  1817-1822.  In  the  latter  year,  he' was  in- 
stalled minister  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  con- 
gregation at  Kaiserswerth 
on  the  Rhine,  a  small  but 
very  active  town.  Here, 
unnoticed  by  the  world,  he 
commenced  bis  great  work. 
In  the  year  1825,  Pliednor 
made  a  tour  through  Eng- 
land, Holland,  and  Bel- 
glum,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  money  for  his  afflicted  par- 
ish. This  journey  was  crowned  with  unexpected  success.  In 
England,  the  philanthropic  labors  of  the  Bible  societies,  John 
Howard's  institutions,  etc.,  made  such  an  imprersion  upon  him 
that  he  was  folly  convinced  that  God  wanted  such  labors  in  his 
fatherland  also,  and,  leturning  home,  he  began  to  devote  hlmselc 
to  the  work  of  the  Lord  among  the  destitute. 

The  miserable  condition  of  the  discharged  prisoners  first  at- 
tracted his  attention,  and  he  soon  established  the  Rhenish-  West- 
phalian  Prisoners'  Relief  Society,  a  body  of  men  who  have  since 
done  excellent  service  in  the  training  of  discharged  criminals  to 
be  useful  members  of  society.  Afcer  a  second  and  third  visit  to 
England  in  1827  and  1832,  Fliodne'r  opened  in  his  own  house  an 
asylum  for  discharged  female  criminals.  An  infant-school  and  a 
training  seminary  for  teachers  in  such  schools  soon  followed.  Dr. 
Fliedner,  however,  soon  saw  that  the  great  want  of  the  Church 
was  deaconesses — that  is,  Christian  women  willing  to  devote  their 


lives  to  the  wants  of  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  fallen,  the  orphan,  and 
the  young  generally. 

On  the  13th  of  October,  1830,  he  opened  a  Deaconess  institution 
in  the  small  cottage  represented  in  our  engraving.  The  institu- 
tion prospered,  and  has  since  been  the  model  for  many  similar 
ones  in  different  parts  of  the  world.  A  hospital,  together  with 
some  other  charitable  institutions,  was  soon  connected  with  the 
home.  The  Diakonlasenausialt  at  Dresden  was  opened  1842,  the 
picture  of  which  appeared  in  the  Monthly  (September,  1871). 
In  1847,  Fliedner  established  a  series  of  branch  institutions  at 
Berlin. 

In  1849,  the  Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  Passavant,  then  pastor  of  the  Eng- 
lish Lutheran  congregation  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  applied  to  Flied- 
ner for  "  sisters  "  from  Kaiserswerth  to  assist  him  In,  the  establish- 
ment of  the  first  Deaconess  Home  in  America.  Fliedner  accord- 
ingly came  personally  with  a  number  of  "  sisters,"  and  the  work 
was  begun  under  favorable  circumstances.  Bnt  the  Institution  at 
Pittsburgh,  now  located  at  Rochester,  Pa,  has  not  grown  much, 
though,  by  its  instrumentality,  quite  a  number  of  other  charitable 
institutions  have  been  established,  and  aro  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. We  only  mention  the  hospital  at  Pittsburgh,  to  which,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  current  year,  an  infants'  home  with  forty  beds 
has  been  added,  and  the  hospitals  at  Chicago  and  Milwaukle. 
These  are  all  under  the  care  of  the  Deaconess  Institution.  The 
orphan  asylums  at  Rochester  and  Zelienople,  Pa.,  the  Wartburg 
Orphans'  Farm  School  at  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y.,  and  others,  have 
been  established  by  the  indefatigable  labors  of  Dr.  Passavant. 

The  different  Deaconess  institutions  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
have  constantly  increased  in  usefulness,  while  in  England  they 
have  not  yet  gained  much  influence,  though  Elizabeth  Fry,  Sarah 
Martin,  Florence  Nightingale,  Agnes  E.  Jones,  and  others,  have 
set  such  noble  examples  of  the  importance  of  woman's  work  in  the 
Church. 

In  the  year*  1850-1853,  Fliedner  travelled  through  tho  Orient, 
and  established  branches  in  Constantinople,  Beyrut,  Alexandria, 
Smyrna,  Jerusalem,  Bucharest,  etc.  All  these  institutions  were  su- 
perintended by  Fliedner  in  Kaiserswerth.  His  feeble  health  could 
not  long  endure  the  great  stress  on  hi*  mind,  and,  after  a  second 
visit  to  the  Orient,  his  health  failed,  and  on  the  4th  of  October, 
1864,  the  Lord  took  His  servant  into  His  kingdom.    Ood  has 
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since  blessed  bis  work  richly.  Nine  hundred  Deaconesses  are 
working  now  in  the  different  stations  throughout  the  world.  For 
the  erection  of  the  different  houses,  $700,000  were  required, 
while  $00,000  are  annually  needed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  sta- 
tions. F.  W.  H.,  Jb. 


STATE  AND  PROVINCIAL    CONVENTIONS. 

'  ThbiB  Origin,  Gbowth,  akd  Methods  ov  Pbockdurb. 
bt  bichard  c.  mobsb. 

In  twenty  States  and  five  provinces,  there  have  been  held  dur- 
ing the  past  seven  years  more  than  ninety  State  and  Provincial 
Conventions  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations.  These  as- 
semblies have  steadily  grown  in  numbers  and  influence  till  they 
are  now  promoting  the  cause  of  our  societies  more  than  any  kin- 
dred agency. 

They  are  children  of  the  International  Convention.  In  June 
1860,  this  convention,  then  in  session  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  instructed 
the  corresponding  member  of  its  Executive  Committee,  in  each 
State  or  province,  to  call  annually  a  convention  of  the  Associ- 
ations within  the  borders  of  such  territory.  It  was  a  timely  meas- 
ure. The  societies-were  multiplying  so  rapidly  and  over  so  wide 
an  extent  of  country  that  it  was  impossible  for  all  to  be  adequate- 
ly represented  at  a  single  International  Assembly.  It  was  also 
impracticable  to  hear,  discuss,  and  consult  about  reports  from  in- 
dividual societies.  As  the  result  of  this  action  at  Albany,  within 
a  year  State  conventions  were  held  in  New-York,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Connecticut.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  move- 
ment the  benefits  of  which  have  been  extended  to  twenty  States 
and  five  provinces.  Delegates  from  neighboring  and  locally  sym- 
pathetic societies  came  together  for  conference  and  were  benefited 
by  learning  of  one  another's  experience.  They  also  together 
■ought  the  Lord  in  prayer,  and  gracious  answers  were  vouchsafed. 
Often  the  churches  and  community  among  whom  they  assembled 
were  greatly  encouraged,  and  they  parted,  leaving  behind  them 
and  carrying  with  them  to  their  homes  a  rich  blessing  from  the 
Lord. 

The  exercises  at  these  conventions  have  naturally  been  pat- 
terned on  those  of  the  parent  International  Assembly.  But  a 
better  knowledge  by  each  of  the  experience  of  the  others  would 
have  promoted  the  interests  of  all.  It  would  have  greatly  aided 
delegates  in  shaping  their  organization  and  in  adopting  those 
measures  which  had  proved  of  benefit  to  their  brethren  else- 
where. This  impression  has  been  confirmed  by  an  attendance, 
the  past  three  years,  upon  fourteen  of  the  conventions  in  eleven 
States,  and  by  the  careful  reading  of  reports  from  a  much  larger 
number.  The  following  sketch  ef  their  object,  organization,  and 
proceedings  is  written  with  a  desire  to  aid  in  supplying  the  want 
above  referred  to,  and  in  promoting  the  rapidly  extending  useful- 
nets  of  our  State  and  Provincial  Conventions : 

L  The  object  of  these  conventions,  if  we  judge  by  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  the  best  of  them,  is  twofold: 

(1)  To  pray  and  deliberate  about  the  work  of  the  Associations, 
listening  to  the  story  of  each,  and  from  what  has  been  achieved 
inferring  the  best  methods  of  future  activity. 

(2)  To  .make  the  convention  of  special  benefit  to  the  Associ- 
ation, the  churches,  and  the  community  of  the  place  where  it  is 
held. 

The  first  object  is  sought  in  the  more  quiet,  deliberative  ses- 
sions of  the  morning  and  afternoon  of  each  day.  The  topics  dis- 
cussed and  the  business  transacted  ore  purely  associational. 

The  second  object  is  consulted  in  the  conduct  of  the  evening 
sessions.  To  these  the  public  are  able  to  come  more  numerously. 
The  topics  are  of  a  more  general  character.and  are  designed  to  ap- 
peal,on  the  one  hand,  to  Christians,  inciting  them  to  greater  activ- 
ity in  prayer  and  work,  and,  on  the  other,  to  the  unconverted, 
pointing  them  to  the  way  of  life. 

These  appeals  culminate  in  the  farewell  meeting  which  occu- 
pies the  last  evening.  It  is  doubly  impressive  when  the  conven- 
tion is  so  timed  that  the  delegates  spend  Sunday  in  the  place 


where  they  have  been  convened,  speaking  during  the  day  in  Son- 
day-school  and  pulpit,  and  holding  their  farewell  meeting  in  the 
evening. 

IL  The  kamb  by  which  these  assemblies  are  generally  known 
is,  "  The  Annual  Convention  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations" of  the  State  or  Provinces  from  which  the  delegates  come, 
each  convention  being  called  to  order  by  the  president  of  the  one 
preceding  or  by  his  representative. 

In  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  West  Virginia,  the  convention  has  the 
name  of  "  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Young  Men's  State  Chris- 
tian Association  of ."    This  organization  is  "  composed  of 

delegates  from  the  several  Associations  of  the  State— not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  fifteen  from  one  Association."  The 
officers  of  the  State  Association  are  the  officers  of  the  annual 
meeting,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  being  ex-officio  Chairman  of 
the  State  Executive  Committee,  and  corresponding  member  for 
the  State,  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  International  Con- 
vention. 

These  officers  are  elected  at  the  opening  of  each  annual  meeting 
in  a  manner  precisely  similar  to  the  election  of  officers  in  the  con- 
vention. The  outward  exercises,  therefore,  of  organization  and 
procedure  are  the  same  in  both  kinds  of  assemblies,  the  difference 
between  the  two  being  chiefly  in  the  name  by  which  they  are 
called.  In  the  conventions,  however,  no  limit  is  put  to  the  num- 
ber of  delegates  which  may  be  sent  by  a  single  Association. 

III.  Pkockedikgs. 

1.  Organization  and  Officers.  Both  the  State  Convention 
and  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State  Association  are  called  to 
order  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the  previous  year.  Either  the 
secretary  of  the  previous  meeting  serves  at  the  openiDg  session, 
or  a  temporary  secretary  Is,  on  motion,  appointed.  A  temporary 
Business  Committee  is  then  called  for,  and  on  motion  appointed. 
They  at  once  retire  to  prepare  as  speedily  as  possible -and  report 
on  order  of  exercises  for  the  first  few  hours  of  the  convention. 
Meantime  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  a  permanent  or- 
ganization is,  on  motion,  appointed.  These  also  retire  at  once, 
and  while  the  convention  is  proceeding  under  the  direction  of 
the  temporary  Business  Committee,  prepare  a  list  of  nominations 
to  the  following  offices : 

(1)  President,  (2)  Vice-Presidents  (from  three  to  six  in  num- 
ber), (3)  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretaries,  (4)  Treasurer, 
and  sometimes  also  the  State  Executive  Committee.  Often, 
however,  this  committee  is  nominated  (by  the  Committee  on  Busi- 
ness or  on  Associations)  and  elected  during  the  business  session  of 
the  convention.  The  corresponding  member,  for  the  State,  of 
the  International  Convention  is,  as  a  rule,  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee. 

2.  The  first  duty' of  the  new  president  is  the  appointment  of  the 
following  Committees : 

(1)  The  Committee  on  Business,  who  arrange  and  at  various 
times  report  a  programme  for  the  following  session  or  sessions,  as- 
signing the  order  of  topics  and  nominating  the  speakers' who 
are  to  open  each.  To  this  responsible  committee  Is  also  referred 
"  all  business  of  *  general  nature,"  which  is  not  specially  dele- 
gated to  other  committees. 

(2)  The  Committee  on  Credentials  examine  the  credentials  on 
delegates,  and  prepare  and  report,  as  early  as  possible,  a  list  of 
their  names.  This  list  it  is  well  for  the  committee  to  read  daring 
the  first  or  second  session,  even  though  it  is  very  imperfect.  For 
in  this  way  the  attention  of  delegates  is  called  to  the  subject,  and 
the  work  of  procuring  additions  tnd  corrections  greatly  facilitated. 
It  belongs  also  to  this  committee  to  see  that  the  usual  motion  is 
made  inviting  members  of  the  clergy  and  the  press,  all  mem- 
bers of  Associations  not  regularly  accredited,  as  well  as  Christian 
brethren  from  places  where  no  Association  exists,  to  sit  as  corre- 
sponding members.  Such  members  are  free  to  take  part  in  all  the 
exercises,  but  the  privilege  of  voting  is  reserved  to  delegates  ac- 
credited by  the  Associations  of  the  State  or  Province. ' 

(3)  The  Committee  on  Devotional  Exercises  appoints  the  leader 
for  the  prayer-meeting  which  precedes  each  session,  arranges  for 
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any  open-air  meetings  which  may  be  held,  and  in  case- the 
delegates  remain  over  Sunday,  attends  in  concert  with  the  Busi- 
ness Committee  to  their  assignment  to  the  various  pulpits  and 
Sunday-schools  to  which  tbey  may  be  invited. 

(4)  To  the  Committee  on  Associations  are  referred  "  all  matters 
touching  the  Associations  in  their  individual  or  united  action."  If 
no  special  committees  are  appointed  to  receive  and  report  upon 
the  Executive  Committee's  report,  or  upon  resolutions  and  me- 
morials submitted  to  the  convention,  these  items  fall  within  the 
province  of  the  Committee  on  Associations. 

(5)  A  Committee  on  the  Executive  Committee's  report  is  some- 
times appointed  to  consider  this  document,  its  statements  and 
recommendations,  and  report  any  action  by  the  convention  which 
they  may  deem  advisable. 

(6)  A  Committee  on  Resolutions  is  appointed  in  some  conven- 
tions to  summarize  each  discussion  and  present  the  substance  of 
it  to  the  delegates  in  the  form  of  a  resolution.  Another  part  of 
their  duty  is  to  receive  resolutions  on  any  topics  that  may  be  pre- 
sented to  the  convention.  These  resolutions  are  not  read  by 
those  proposing  them,  but  are  referred  to  this  Committee  on  Asso- 
ciations, who  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the  convention  at  a 
time  appointed,  recommending  any  action  upon  them  that  may 
seem  desirable. 

(7)  The  most  laborious  committee  connected  with  the  conven- 
tion is  appointed  before  it  assembles  by  and  from  the  Association 
which  entertains  the  delegates.  This  Committee  on  Entertain- 
ment makes  local  preparation  for  the  convention,  negotiates  re- 
duction of  railroad'  fares,  assigns  to  delegates,  on  their  arrival, 
homes  where  they  will  be  entertained,  secures  the  ball  or  church 
where  tbe  sessions  are  held,  and  in  connection  with  their  Asso- 
ciation arranges  for  the  Welcome  Meeting. 

Much  depends  on  the  fidelity  of  these  committees.  A  wise, 
vigilant,  and.  capable  business  committee  is  always  a  great  bless- 
ing to  the  convention.  It  should  be  composed  of  the  most,  ex- 
perienced delegates.  Sound  discretion  is  specially  desirable  In  all 
the  committees,  for  there  are  generally  present  those  who  desire 
to  draw  the  attention  of  delegates  from  their  proper  work.  In- 
judicious men  and  resolutions  need  to  be  discreetly  dealt  with. 
One  experienced  in  Association  work  has  aptly  written:  "Avoid 
men  who  ride  hobby-horses  to  conventions.  No  matter  bow 
beautiful  these  are,  they  make  trouble.  One  man  has  as  good  a 
right  to  have  a  hobby-hone  as  another,  and  there  is  no  way  of 
determining  who,  of  them  all,  has  the  best  right  to  make  an  ex- 
hibition." 

3.  Tlie  welcome  muting  is  arranged  for  by  the  Association  enter- 
taining the  convention,  and  occupies*  all  or  a  part  of  the  evening 
of  the  first  day.    In  its  most  elaborate  form,  it  consists  of, 

(1)  Addresses  of  welcome  given  to  delegates,  on  the  part  of  the 
commonwealth,  by  the  Governor  or  other  leading  public  man  of 
the  State ;  on  behalf  of  the  city,  by  the  Mayor  or  some  prominent 
citizen ;  on  behalf  of  the  churches,  by  one  of  the  pastors ;  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Association,  by  its  President.  A  response  from  the 
newly-elected  President  of  the  convention  closes  the  speech-mak- 
ing part  of  the  exercises,  which  are  too  often  prolonged  until  a 
late  hour. 

(2)  A  welcome  from  the  ladies  in  the  form  of  a  collation  is  now 
extended  to  the  delegates,  and  pleasant  social  intercourse  about 
the  table  makes  them  better  acquainted  with  one  another  and  with 
the  Christian  people  among  whom  they  have  come. 

In  only  a  few  instances  is  the  entire  programme  just  sketched 
carried  out.  Most  conventions  confine  themselves  to  the  speeches 
of  welcome,  and  the  opinion  is  prevailing  that  the  volume  of 
these  can  be  greatly  diminished,  and  that  they  should  be  subordi- 
nated to  the  social  part  of  the  programme.  The  amount  of  time 
given  to  this  exercise  ought  also  to  be  curtailed.  An  entire  even- 
ing is  a  large  fraction  of  all  the  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  con- 
vention. The  chief  object  of  the  welcome  meeting  is  to  make  the 
delegates  better  acquainted  with  each  other  and  with  the  Chris- 
tian people  of  the  place.  Fulsome  spteches  do  not  contribute  to 
this. 


The  entertainment  given  should  be  very  simple.  It  Ss  a  com- 
mon mistake  to  make  tbe  collation  so  elaborate  that  many  ladies 
are  compelled  to  give  the  day  before  to  preparing  and  the  day 
after  to  clearing  away  the  feast.  In  many  cases,  the  attendance 
of  those  Christian  women  most  interested  in  the  cause  has  been, 
in  this  way,  seriously  interfered  with,  while  the  cost  of  the  enter- 
tainment is  not  always  easily  defrayed. 

These  difficulties  were  happily  obviated,  and  the  purposes  of  a 
welcome  meeting  fulfilled  at  a  late  convention.  All  speech-making 
was  dispensed  with.  During  the  first  day,  a  neatly-printed  invi- 
tation was  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  brethren  as  they  arrived.  It 
was  from  a  leading  Christian  gentleman  of  the  place,  inviting 
them  to  a  "  Social  Gathering  of  Delegates"  at  his  house.  It  was 
to  be  held  from  9  to  11  P.m.,  after  the  session  of  that  evening  had 
closed.  The  brethren  came  together,  soon  felt  at  home,  and  gained 
a  mutual  acquaintance,  the  good  results  of  which  were  percepti- 
ble throughout  the  convention.  None  of  the  time  devoted  to  dis- 
cussion and  conference  had  been  consumed  to  accomplish  this, 
but  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  of  each  day  were  secured  for 
the  work  of  the  convention. 

4  Report*  from  Association*.  The  reports  of  the  condition  of 
the  individual  societies  in  the  State  constitute  the  most  impor- 
tant, suggestive,  and  practical  item  in  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention. They  are  too  often  slighted  in  order  to  give  time  to 
more  pleasing  or  exciting  topics,  but  when  properly  submitted 
they  invariably  increase  the  practical  benefit  conferred  by  the 
meeting.  These  reports  generally  reach  the  delegates  in  two 
forms.  They  are  summarized  by  the  Executive  Committee  in 
their  report,  which  is  best  submitted  soon  after  the  opening  of 
the  sessions.  Bat  the  facts  are  presented  in  a  more  fresh  and 
lively  form  when  delegates  are  requested  to  give  brief  verbal  ac- 
counts of  the  societies  they  represent.  The  story  of  activity  and 
success,  of  troubles  and  reverses,  proves  suggestive.  Delegates 
will  come  prepared  to  lay  the  case  of  their  Association  in  this  way 
before  the  brethren,  when,  in  the  circular  calling  the  convention, 
the  State  Executive  Committee  have  specially  emphasized  the 
importance  of  this  subject.  Such  reports,  if  judiciously  placed  by 
the  Business  Committee  in  the  first  or  second  session  of  the  con- 
vention, give  complexion  and  practicality  to  the  discussions  that 
follow.  A  bird's-eye  view  of  the  situation  in  the  State  is  secured. 
Thought  and  prayer  are  directed  to  what  is  of  immediate  concern 
to  the  interests  of  the  cause.  It  is  noticeable  that,  when  pointed 
and  practical  reports  are  thus  early  introduced,  tbey  leaven  the 
discussions  that  follow,  even  though  these  may  be  of -a  general 
character  and  not  in  themselves  calculated  to  suggest  what  was 
of  local  significance.  It  was  the  reports  that  awakened  practical 
thought,  and  this  now  seeks  and  finds  expression  through  the 
channel  of  every  topic. 

5.  The  discussion  of  topic*  occupies  most  of  the  morning  and 
afternoon  sessions.  The  topics  are  usually  selected  by  the  State 
Executive  Committee,  and  printed  in  their  circular  calling  the 
convention.  Their  aptness  and  practicality  depend  upon  the 
faithfulness  of  the  committee  in  basing  the  selection  of  them  on 
an  acquaintance  with  the  wants  of  the  societies.  A  leader  for 
each  topic  is  appointed,  too  often  after  the  convention  has  assem- 
bled. He  is  allowed  from  ten  to  twenty  minutes.  The  speakers 
that  follow  him  are  limited  to  three,  five,  or  ten  minutes,  as  the 
convention  may  decide.  The  power  of  these  discussions  depends 
largely  on  the  delegates.  It  Is  naturally  those  from  vigorous 
societies  who  are  the  means  of  blessing  to  their  brethren. 

6.  Devotional  exercise*  are  usually  held  for  half  an  hour, 
morning,  afternoon,  and  evening,  before  the  opening  of  each  ses- 
sion, the  leader  being  appointed  by  the  committee  on  these  exer- 
cises. Each  session  is  generally  and  ought  always  to  be  closed  by 
a  brief  prayer.  This  is  the  more  appropriate  and  desirable,  be- 
cause toward  the  end  of  each  session  the  time  is  invariably  taken 
up  with  business  details,  announcements  of  committees,  and  other 
items.  The  doxology  or  benediction  does  not  so  well  recall  the- 
minds  of  the  brethren  to  the  central  religious  purpose  of  the 
meeting  as  the  hush  and  solemnity  that  fall  upon  all  during  the 
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few  minutes  occupied  by  a  closing  prayer.  Several  moments  pre- 
vious to  this  mar  be  opportunely  spent  in  lilent  prayer.  Very  often 
in  the  history  of  all  our  conventions  the  power  of  prayer  has  been 
invoked  in  the  trying  crises  of  sharp  debate,  when  embittering 
differences  of  opinion  seemed  likely  to  mar  the  harmony  of  our 
fellowship.  In  every  instance  a  blessed  calm  has  followed.  The 
delegates  have  been  helped  in  casting  their  final  vote,  and  out  of 
what  appeared  to  be  confusion  and  division  has  come,  in  quick 
answer  to  prayer,  fresh  assurance  of  the  reign  in  all  hearts  of  the 
spirit  of  Christian  peace  and  concord. 

Another  devotional  exercise  is  the  prayer-meeting  at  the  close 
of  the  convention,  after  the  farewell  meeting.  This  has  been 
held  only  when  under  the  appeals  uttered  at  this  meeting,  re- 
markable religious  interest  has  been  aroused  and  persons  in  the 
audience  have  risen  for  prayer.  Such  meetings  have  proved  the 
most  fruitful  of  all  the  devotional  exercises  of  the  conventions. 

7.  Evening  sessions.  These  sessions  the  people  of  the  commu- 
nity where  the  convention  is  held  can  always  attend  in  large 
numbers.  The  Business  Committee,  therefore,  arrange  the  pro- 
gramme and  select  topics  and  speakers  with  special  reference  to 
this  fact.  All  items  of  business  are  excluded.  The  reading  of 
the  minutes  by  the  secretary  is  deferred  till  the  next  session.  Any 
notices  that  may  be  necessary  are  given  only  at  the  opening  of 
the  meeting.  Preference  is  accorded  any  topic  of  special,  practi- 
cal interest  to  the  Association  of  the  place,  and  attention  is  called 
to  those  phases  of  the  work  which  commend  it  to  popular  approv- 
al. Warm  appeals  are  made  to  Christians,  urging  them  to  per- 
sonal consecration.  The  unconverted  are  pled  with,  and  in  every 
way  at  the  evening  session  effort  is  made  to  carry  out  the  second 
leading  object  of  the  convention,  and  make  it  a  blessing  to  the 
Association,  the  churches,  and  the  community  among  whom  it 
has  assembled. 

8.  Item*  ofbutines*.  The  epithet  of  "business"  has  been 
given  to  certain  items  relating  to  external  and  financial  a 
rangements. 

(1)  The  question  where  the  next  convention  shall  meet  often 
occasions  lively  debate.  Invitations  multiply  in  proportion  to  the 
popularity  of  the  convention,  and  the  choice  is  often  difficult.  An 
opportunity  to  offer  invitations  is  first  given  to  as  many  as  may 
desire  it.  An  informal  vote  is  then  taken  by  calling  the  names 
of  the  places  which  have  extended  invitations,  delegates  in  favor 
of  each  place  manifesting  their  preference  as  the  name  is  an- 
nounced. At  the  close  of  this  call,  the  delegates  are  generally 
ready  to  vote  formally  and  unanimously  for  .the  place  having  the 
largest  number  of  adherents. 

(2)  The  work  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  has  gradually 
become  the  most  important  item  of  business  presented  to  our  con- 
ventions. Their  report  is  generally  read  in  the  early  part  of  the 
sessions  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  who,  after  consider- 
ing its  contents  and  recommendations,  propose  to  the  delegates 
the  course  of  action  they  deem  nfost  desirable.  Originally  the 
work  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  related  chiefly  to  corre- 
spondence and  the  calling  of  the  annual  convention.  But  as  the 
Associations  have  multiplied,  the  committee  have  been  instruct- 
ed to  promote  intercourse  and  intervisitation  among  them.  Mem- 
bers of  the  committee  have  engaged  in  this  work  themselves. 
But  the  employment  of  a  competent  agent  or.  visitor  to  devote  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  his  time  to  this  important  business  has  been 
found  in  one  State  after  another  highly  beneficial  to  the  cause. 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New-York,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
Maine,  and  Vermont  have,  in  turn,  taken  up  this  work.  Except 
in  one  case,  where  a  competent  person  could  not  be  secured,  the 
visitation  has  resulted  so  favorably  that  the  next  convention  has, 
with  growing  enthusiasm  and  liberality,  voted  its  continuance. 

(3)  The  railing  of  money  for  this  work  in  the  State  Is  a  third 
item  of  business.  The  roll  of  Associations  is  usually  called, 
and  the  delegates  subscribe  according  to  the  ability  and  willing- 
ness of  the  societies  they  represent.  In  this  way  many  hundreds 
of  dollars  have  been  raised  and  expended  in  a  visitation  that  has 
encouraged  societies  ready  to  perish,  and  has  occasioned  the  or- 
ganization of  many  new  Associations. 


The  business  items  are  disposed  of  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Sometimes  there  has  been  a  morbid  shrinking  from  this  part  of 
the  work.  The  devising  of  ways  and  means,  and  specially  the 
raising  of  money,  has  seemed  to  some  to  savor  too  much  of  secu- 
larly and  to  interfere  with  the  religious  glow  of  the  sessions. 
But  this  false  sentimentality  is  happily  becoming  lees  common. 
Giving  is  a  part  of  worship.  Prayer,  song,  and  conference  are 
mide  only  the  more  acceptable  when  they  are  seconded  by  a  tes- 
timony from  the  purse.  For  this  is  one  of  the  best  evidences  to 
themselves  and  others,  as  well  as  to  the  Lord,  that  delegates  in 
these  conventions  mean  more  than  talk,  tears,  exhortation,  and 
resolutions. 

9.  Shall  we  invite  distinguished  speaker*  from  abroad?  is  a 
question  often  raised  by  the  State  Executive  Committee.  Two 
errors  have  been  sometimes  made  in  answering  this  question: 

(1)  Speakers  little  acquainted  with  the  Association  audits  work 
have  been  invited,  and  have  diverted  the  attention  of  delegates 
from  their  leading  aim  in  coming  together.  The  fame  of  their 
guest  often  assembles  a  large  audience.  lie  rouses  their  relig- 
ious enthusiasm.  But  he  does  not  tell  them  how  as  members 
of  Associations  they  may  direct  this  enthusiasm.  They  are 
awakened,  but  not  instructed. 

(2)  Another  mistake  is  sometimes*  made  in  giving  too  much 
of  the  time  of  the  convention  to  this  distinguished  guest.  In 
every  session  and  on  every  topic  delegates  insist  on  hearing 
him.  He  becomes  tho  theme  lesson  and  burden  of  the  conven- 
tion. Reports  from  the  various  societies,  specially  the  more  feeble 
and  obscure  are  crowded  out  or  passed  over  with  no  consideration 
and  practical  counsel.  Delegates  separate  feeling,  as  they  reflect 
on  the  subject,  that  they  have  met  more  to  hear  their  guest  from 
abroad  than  to  consult  about  and  minister  to  the  work  at  home. 

These  two  mistakes  should  be  carefully  avoided  in  inviting  and 
using  speakers  from  abroad.  They  should  always  be  men  ex- 
perienced and  active  in  the  work  of  our  societies.  Such  speakers 
have  always  reinforced  the  efforts  of  the  delegates  in  making  the 
convention  of  substantial  service  to  the  cause  throughout  tbe  State. 
Helpers  of  this  character  may  wisely  be  sought  and  welcomed. 
But  care  should  be  taken  lest  too  much  time  is  accorded  them,  for 
overshadowing  prominence  ought  to  be  given  in  all  the  sessions 
to  the  home  work  and  the  men  engaged  in  it. 

10.  Farewell  meeting.  This  is  generally  the  most  impressive 
session  of  the  convention.  The  last  evening  is  given  up  to  it.  All 
items  of  business  are  carefully  disposed  of  previous  to  this.  A 
special  topic  for  the  evening  is  not  usually  announced,  but  tbe 
Business  Committee  select  the  speakers,  discreetly  securing  those 
whose  experience  and  fitness  are  well  known  to  them.  The  meeting 
is  advertised  as  extensively  as  possible,  and  It  generally  proves  the 
most  numerous  assembled  by  the  convention.  Sometimes  the 
largest  hall  In  the  town  or  city  is  hired  and  packed  with  an  at- 
tentive audience. 

The  exercises  usually  consist  of  brief  speeches  from  delegates. 
Whatever  of  stimulus,  suggestion,  or  instruction  they  have  r» 
celved  during  the  convention  finds  expression  at  this  parting 
hour.  A  few  minutes  are  often  given  to  volunteer  speeches  from 
delegates  (each  limited  to  one  or  two  minutes)  in  which  the 
speakers  testify  to  the  blessing  they  have  individually  received 
and  the  purpose  with  which  they  return  to  the  work  at  home.  If 
any  speaker  from  abroad  has  been  present,  opportunity  is  given 
him  to  make  a  last  and  lasting  impression.  The  farewell  meet- 
ing often  seals  the  benefits  of  tbe  convention  to  the  delegates  and 
to  the  community,  proving  the  commencement  of  a  revival  In  the 
town  or  city. 

11.  This  happy  effect  is  greatly  promoted  when  the  delegates 
spend  the  Lord's  Day  in  the  place  of  meeting,  speak  in  the  pulpits 
and  Sunday-schools  during  the  day,  and  hold  their  farewell  meet- 
ing in  the  evening  in  the  largest  hall  in  the  place. 

A  Lord's  Day  thus  spent  by  the  delegates  forms  invariably  an 
impressive  close  to  the  session  of  the  convention.  It  is  this  feature 
of  the  International  gathering  that  has  largely  contributedto  ft* 
usefulness. 

In  Ohio,  the  Maritime  Provinces,  West  Virginia,  and  Alabama, 
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the  annual  wwrentions  spend  th«  Lord's  Day  in  the  plaae  where 
they  msemble.  All  the  others  meet  and  adjourn  within  the  week. 
They  hesitate  about  asXing  delegates  to  remain  over  Sunday,  lest 
this  may  diminish  the  attendance  at  the  annual  gathering. 

But  the  experience  of  the  brethren  throughout  Ohio  and  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  in  six  successive  conventions,  is  emphatically 
favorable  to  this  feature  in  the  timing  of  the  sessions.  In  no  part 
of  the  continent  are  these  assemblies  more  popular  and  more 
eagerly  sought  after  each  year  by  competing  towns  and  cities. 
The  good  effect  they  produce  is  largely  owing  to  the  excellent  use 
they  make  of  the  Lord's  Day.  It  is  then  that  the  people-reaching 
power  of  tbe  assembly  begins  to  be  felt.  The  delegates  are  heard 
in  all  the  churches.  The  community  is  eager  to  meet  with  than 
in  the  evening,  and  the  wonderful  work  of  grace  'that  baa  almost 
invariably  attended  and  followed  their  sessions  ha<  received  its 
strongest  spiritual  impulse  on  this  day.  The  solemn  impress  of 
its  exercises  is  left  on  the  community  and  is  carried  away  upon 
the  hearts  of  the  delegates  who  return  home  with  a  new  conse- 
cration to  their  work  of  Christ. 

in  West  Virginia  and  Alabama  the  conventions  have  been  but 
lately  organized.  Their  experience,  however,  only  confirms  what 
has  been  said  of  the  importance  of  this  use  of  the  Lord's  Day  by 
our  annual  conventions. 


THE  VOTING  MEN'S   CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIA- 
TION: ITS  CHARACTER  AND  OBJECTS. 

BY  BXV.  ABTHTJB  T.  FIEItSON. 

The  principle  of  association  is  nothing  new,  nor  its  power  of 
late  discovery.  Organization  has  been  the  watchword  of  every 
grand  movement  of  history.  Nor  has  the  element  of  youthful 
energy  and  strength  been  overlooked  or  undervalued.  In  the 
palmy  days  of  Greece,  companies  of  young  men  sat  in  the  Portico, 
at  Athens,  to  hear  Zeno  talk  of  impassive  virtue,  while  others 
clustered  about  Plato,  and  walked  through  the  groves  of  the  Acad- 
emy, in  study  of  a  sublime  idealism.  In  later  times  the  call  of 
Peter  the  Hermit  drew  up  youthful  knights  into  the  line  of  march, 
and  led  them  in  a  crusade  against  those  who  would  profane  with 
heathen  tread  the  Holy  Land,  and  desecrate  the  Saviour's  sepul- 
chre. Still  farther  down  the  centuries,  we  find  the  literary  circles 
of  the  old  world  grouping  the  opening  buds  of  manhooi  into  in- 
tellectual bouquets,  both  fair  and  fragrant.  But  to  the  present 
age  only,  belongs  the  honor  of  setting  upon  the  brow  of  society 
that  crown  of  beauty  and  power  which  brings  into  its  sacred  circle 
so  many  gems  of  youthful  integrity  and  piety. 

The  element  of  affiliation  then  is  not  new,  but  this  is  a  new 
direction  given  to  the  bond  of  brotherhood.  Voluntary  associa- 
tions for  any  and  every  end  are  as  common  as  human  wants  are 
varied.  Men  seldom  venture  single-handed  upon  any  great 
undertaking,  any  important  work.  And  it  is  perhaps  peculiarly 
natural  to  our  American  institutions  to  accomplish  high  political 
and  moral  purposes  by  organization.  Alexis  de  Tocqueville  has 
remarked,  "  The  first  time  I  heard  in  the  United  States  that  a 
hundred  thousand  men  had  bound  themselves,  publicly,  to  abstain 
from  spirituous  liquors,  it  appeared  to  mo  more  like  a  joke  than  a 
serious  engagement.  .  I  did  not  at  once  perceive,  what  was  not  so 
obvious  at  a  glance,  why  these  temperate  citizens  could  not  con- 
tent themselves  with  drinking  water  by  their  own  firesides.  I  at 
last  understood  that  these  hundred  thousand  men  of  America, 
alarmed  by  the  progress  of  drunkenness  around  them,  had  made 
up  their  minds  openly  to  stand  forth  as  the  avowed  friends  and 
patrons  of  temperance,  pledged  to  maintain  and  extend  the  prin- 
ciples by  whose  triumph  only  drunkenness  could  be  suppressed. 
It  is  probably  true  that  if  these  hundred  thousand  men  had  lived 
in  France,  each  of  them  would  singly  have  memoralized  the 
Government  to  watch  the  public-houses  all  over  the  kingdom  I" 
Who  can  deny  that  by  the  association  of  these  single  forces,  by 
the  organized  combination  of  strength,  additional  momentum  was 
secured  to  that  temperance  movement,  immeasurably  beyond 
what  could  have  been  the  result  of  any  private  individual  enter- 
prise t 


Every  child  has  read  the  quaint  old  fable  of  the  aged  and  dying 
lather  who  bf.de  his  sons  bring  him  a  bundle  of  rods,  and  then 
showing  them  ho<r  easily  one  was  broken,  yet  bow  superhuman 
strength  alone  could  break  them  when  bound  together,  illustrat- 
ed to  them  the  strength  that  lies  in  family  unity,  and  the  disaster 
which  follows  upon  alienation  and  division.  It  has  passed  into 
an  axiom  that "  in  union  is  strength"  Every  student  of  nature 
knows  that  the  resistless  force  of  gravitation,  which  is  so  mighty 
that  jt  holds  worlds  in  its  grasp,  and  so  far  reaching  that  not  a 
heavenly  body  is  without  the  range  of  its  control,  is  but  a  result 
of  combination. 

The  atoms,  which  singly  are  too  minute  to  be  seen  by  the  eye 
without  aid  from  the  microscope,  and  whose  attractive  pewer  is  too 
inconsiderable  to  be  estimated  by  the  nicest  calculation,  come  to- 
gether, first  exercising  then?  attraction  upon  each  other,  atom 
cleaving  to  atom  ;  then  particle  uniting  with  particle,  mass  with 
mass,  till  a  vast  body  like  the  sun  is  formed,  whose  power,  thus 
contributed  by  myriad  mites,  reins  in  the  fiery  chargers  of  .the 
heavens  and  wheels  the  planets  over  their  appointed  course, 
from  Mercury  and  Mars,  near  by  the  Sun,  to  Uranus  and  Nep- 
tune, that  sweep  the  outside  circles  of  the  solar  system.  If  we 
but  hearken  reverently  to  Nature,  she  will  teach  us  that  thoro  is 
omnipotence  in  association.  Bat  Nature  can  at  most  only  show 
us  the  power  secured  by  involuntary  combinations.  In  her  great 
kingdom,  you  find  only  matter,  in  a  more  or  less  refined  ethereal 
form.  Her  forces  are  all  blind  forces,  and  obedience  to  her  laws  is 
submission  to  absolute  control.  But  let  us  remember  that  volun- 
tary association  implies  elements  of  power  mightier  than  the 
mightiest  forces  of  the  material  universe.  For  you  may  have  all 
conceivable  weight,  momentum,  and  material  you  please ;  you  may 
compose  and  combine,  arrange  and  adjust,  so  as  to  produce  un- 
paralleled cooperation  and  perfect  harmony,  but  you  can  never 
put  into  a  machine  the  power  of  one  human  will. 

The  iron  track  of  a  railway  suggests  to  an  inhabitant  of  a  civil- 
ized country  the  highest  illustration  of  mechanical  power.  A  lo- 
comotive is  almost  a  synonym  and  symbol  of  resistless  force.  It 
almost  seems  omnipotent.  Look  at  that  black  Bucephalus  of 
modern  invention,  snorting  with  a  voice  like  thunder,  breathing 
out  fire,  out  of  whose  nostrils  goetb  smoke,  as  out  of  a  seething 
pot  or  cauldron  I  Behold  him,  leaping  over  chasms,  plunging 
across  river-beds,  darting  through  valleys,  galloping  up  moun- 
tains, rushing  along  cliffs,  piercing  forest  glades,  driving 
through  tunnelled  rocks,  and  dragging  behind  him,  without  exer- 
tion, a  score  of  heavy-laden  chariots ;  and  where  can  you  find  a 
finer  expression  of  resistless  force  f 

Yet  look  there!  A  little  child  is  playing  beside  the  track,  a 
mere,  insignificant  pigmy,  hi  comparison  to  that  huge  iron  horse 
of  travel  and  transportation.  As  the  giant  steed  rushes  by,  the 
boy  simply  steps  quietly  aside. .  There  is  something  in  that  child 
mightier  and  grander  than  all  the  foroes  of  mechanical  invention — 
viz.:  the  power  of  voluntary  motion — the  magnificent  endowment 
of  a  will!  Yes,  that  machine,  in  a  thousand  miles  of  travel,  has 
not  revealed  as  much  real  power  as  that  little  child  in  stepping 
aside  from  tbe  track ;  for  the  locomotive  moves  in  blind  submis- 
sion to  a  material  force.  But  the  boy  chooses  his  own  course,  and 
acts  according  to  his  own  intelligent  will.  The  locomotive  must 
roll  along  its  fixed  track,  but  the  boy  determines  his  way  as  he 
goes ;  and  should  he  drop  a  stone  in  front  of  that  great  driving- 
wheel  when  the  engine  was  at  rest,  it  would  prevent  its  advance ; 
if  he  should  do  the  same  when  the  engine  is  in  motion,  it  might 
shatter  it  to  fragments. 

Go  out  to-night  and  look  around  the  immeasurable  expanse  of 
heaven,  with  its  countless  stars.  Think  of  their  immensity,  and 
how  small  one  man  is  beside  the  least  of  them  all.  Imagine  -him 
putting  forth  a  hand  to  stay  a  planet  in  its  swift  orbit  round  the 
sun. 

Yet  thinkrof  the  grandeur  of  mind  that,  templed  in  this  small 
abode,  walled  about  with  bone,  can  weigh  those  vast  bodies  as  in 
a  balance,  tell  their  distances,  draw  their  paths,  and  calculate 
their  every  movement,  as  though  the  astronomer  should  cay, 
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"  thus  far  and  no  farther,"  "so  fast  and  no  faster,"  to  the  great 
worlds  that  roll  through  space. 

I  hare  referred  to  these  things  not  as  anything  new,  hut  simply 
as  suggestive  of  the  grand  elements  of  power  found  in  associa- 
tions of  men.  If  such  be  the  might  of  one  will,  such  the  great- 
ness of  one  mind,  what  shall  be  said  of  human  wills  combined, 
associated  for  some  grand  end,  affiliated  for  some  noble  work  1 

An  army  even  when  drafted,  whan  the  troops  are  driven  into 
service  by  conscription,  if  moving  in  obedience  to  one  will,  led  by 
one  master-mind,  is  almost  invincible ;  but  an  army  of  patriots  vol- 
unteering to  fight  for  dear  native  land  is  more  irresistible  than  an 
alpine  avalanche,  and  can  never  be  made  to  surrender. 

Each  one  of  us  feels  conscious  how  much  power  is  secured  by 
oar  own  will  even  when  we  act  alone ;  we  know  what  impedi- 
ments it  removes,  what  difficulties  it  overcomes,  what  obstacles  it 
surmounts.  Determination  based  not  on  obstinacy  and  ignorance, 
but  upon  intelligence  and  integrity,  will  push  out  of  the  way  or 
drive  right  through  untold  barriers  that  may  oppose  themselves 
between  the  soul  and  suocess.  What  energy  then  may  we  hope 
to  find  in  an  association  which  brings  together  into  oooperatlon 
for  one  end  so  many  different  wills  t  If  thoroughly  united  in  one 
determination,  there  are  no  social  evils  that  will  not  sooner  or 
later  give  way  before  such  an  onset. 

[TO  BB  CONTIHUICD.] 


HEROIC  LIFE. 

It  is  true,  men  or  women,  under  whatever  circumstances,  can, 
if  they  will,  live  heroic  lives  and  exert  heroic  influences. 
Those  who  ask  proofs  of  this,  I  shall  ask,  in  return,  to  read  two 
novels — novels,  indeed,  but  in  their  method  and  their  moral  par- 
taking of  that  heroic  and  ideal  element,  which  will  make  them 
live,  1  trust,  long  after  thousands  of  mere  novels  have  returned  to 
their  native  dost.  I  mean  Miss  Muloch's  John  Halifax,  (Senile 
man,  and  Mr.  Thackeray's  Esmond,  two  books  which  no  man  or 
woman  ought  to  read  without  being  the  nobler  for  them. 

John  Halifax,  Gentleman,  is  simply  the  history  of  a  poor  young 
clerk,  who  rises  to  be  a  wealthy  mill-owner  here  in  these  manu- 
facturing districts,  in  the  early  part  of  this  century.  But  he  con- 
trives to  be  an  heroic  and  ideal  clerk,  and  an  heroic  an  ideal  mill- 
owner,  and  that  without  doing  anything  whieh  the  world  would 
call  heroic  or  ideal,  or  in  anywise  stepping  ont  of  his  sphere, 
minding  simply  his  own  business,  and  doing  the  duty  that  lies 
nearest  him.  And  how  t  By  getting  into  his  head  from  youth 
the  strangest  notion,  that  in  whatever  station  or  business  he  may 
be,  he  can  always  be  what  he  considers  a  gentleman,  and  that  if 
he  only  behaves  like  a  gentleman,  all  must  go  right  at  last.  A 
beautiful  book.  As  I  said  before,  somewhat  of  an  heroic  and 
ideal  book.  A  book  whieh  did  me  good  when  first  I  read  it ; 
which  ought  to  do  any  young  man  good  who  will  read  it,  and 
then  try  to  be,  like  John  Halifax,  a  gentleman,  whether  in  the 
shop,  the  counting-house,  the  bank,  or  the  manufactory. 

The  other — an  even  more  striking  instance  of  the  possibility, 
at  least,  of  heroism  anywhere  and  every  where— Js  Mr.  Thackeray's 
Etmond.  On  the  meaning  of  that  book  I  can  speak  with  author- 
ity. For  my  dear  and  regretted  friend  told  me  himself  that  my 
interpretation  of  it  was  the  true  one ;  that  this  was  the  lesson 
which  he  meant  men  to  learn  therefrom. 

Esmond  is  a  man  of  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  century  Jiving 
in  a  coarse,  drunken,  ignorant,  profligate,  and  altogether  uq  heroic 
age.  He  Is — and  here  the  high  art  and  the  high  morality  of  Mr. 
Thackeray's  genius  is  shown — altogether  a  man  of  bis  own  age. 
He  is  not  a  sixteenth-century  or  a  nineteenth-century  man  born 
oat  of  time.  His  information,  his  politics,  his  religion,  are  no 
higher  than  of  those  round  him.  His  manners,  his  views  of  human 
life,  his  very  prejudices  and  faults,  are  those  of  his  age.  The 
temptations  whieh  he  oonquers  are  just  those  under  which  the 
men  around  him  fall.  But  how  does  he  conquer  them?  By 
holding  fast  throughout  to  honor,  duty,  virtue.  Thus,  and 
thus  alone,  he  becomes  an  ideal  eighteenth-century  gentleman,  an 
eighteenth-century  hero.  This  was  what  Mr.  Thackeray  meant — 
for  he  told  me  so  himself,  I  say — that  it  was  possible,  even  in 
England's  lowest  and  foulest  times,  to  be  a  gentleman  and  a 
hero,  if  a  man  would  but  be  true  to  the  light  within  him. 

But  I  will  go  further.    I  will  go  from  ideal  fiction  to  actual, 

Sad  yef  )deal,  facts ;  and  say,  that  as  I  read  history,  the  most  un- 
eroie  age  which  the  civilised  world  ever  saw  was  also  the  most 
heroic;  that  the  spirit  of  man  triumphed  most  utterly  over  his 
circumstances  at  }hts  very  moment  when  those  circumstances  were 
most  against  him. 
How  and  why  he  did  so  is  a  question  for  philosophy  in  the 


highest  sense  of  that  word.  The  fact  of  his  having  done  so  is 
matter  of  history.    Shall  I  solve  my  own  riddle  T 

Then,  have  we  not  heard  of  the  early  Christian  martyrs  T  Is 
there  a  doubt  that  they,  unlettered  men,  slaves,  weak  women, 
even  children,  did  exhibit,  under  an  infinite  sense  of  duty,  issuing 
in  infinite  self-sacrifice,  a  heroism  such  as  the  world  had  never 
seen  before ;  did  raise  the  ideal  of  human  nobleness  a  whole  stage 
— rather  say,  a  whole  heaven — higher  than  before  ;  and  that 
wherever  the  tale  of  their  great  deeds  spread,  men  accepted,  even 
if  they  did  not  copy,  those  martyrs  as  ideal  specimens  of  the  hu- 
man race,  till  they  were  actually  worshipped  by  succeeding  gen- 
erations, wrongly,  it  may  be,  but  pardonably,  as  a  choir  of  lesser 
deities? 

Bat  is  there,  on  the  other  hand,  a  doubt  that  the  age  In  which 
they  were  heroic  was  the  most  unheroic  of  all  ages ;  that  they 
were  bred,  lived,  and  died  under  the  most  debasing  of  materialist 
tyrannies,  with  art,  literature,  philosophy,  family  and  national 
life  dying  or  dead  around  them,  and  in  cities  the  corruption  of 
which  cannot  be  told  for  very  shame— cities,  compared  with 
which  Paris  or  New-York  are  the  abodes  of  Arcadian  simplicity 
and  innocence  ?  When  I  read  Petronius  and  Juvenal,  and  recol- 
lect that  they  were  the  contemporaries  of  the  Apostles ;  when — 
to  give  an  instance  which  scholars,  and,  perhaps,  happily,  only 
scholars,  can  appreciate — I  glance  once  more  at  Tnmalefaio's 
feast,  and  remember  that  within  a  mile  of  that  feast  St.  Pan!  may 
have  been  preaching  to  a  Christian  congregation,  some  of  whom 
— for  St.  Paul  makes  no  secret  of  that  strange  fact— may  have 
been,  ere  their  conversion,  partakers  in  just  such  vulgar  and  bes- 
tial orgies  ss  those  which  were  going  on  in  the  rich  freedman's 
halls— after  that.  I  say,  I  can  put  no  limit  to  the  possibility  of 
man's  becoming  heroic,  even  though  he  be  surrounded  by  a  hell 
en  earth,  no  limit  to  the  capacities  of  any  human  being  to  form 
for  himself  or  herself  a  high  and  pure  ideal  of  human  character ; 
and,  without  "  playing  fantastic  tricks  before  high  heaven,"  to 
carry  ont  that  ideal  In  every-day  life  and  in  the  most  common- 
place circumstances,  and  the  most  msnlsl  occupations,  to  live 
worthy  of— as  I  conceive — their  heavenly  birthright,  and  to  imi- 
tate the  heroes  who  were  the  kinsmen  of  the  gods.— From  a  Lee- 
tun  by  Canen  KingtUy. 


TOVNQ  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Thkkk  are  many  who  are  disposed  to  inveigh  against  organi- 
sations of  this  kind,  ostensibly  on  the  ground  that  the  work  done 
in  connection  with  them  ought  to  be  done  in  connection  with  the 
churches.  Bat  who  cannot  see  that  an  institution  in  which  all 
evangelical  Christians  can  unite,  representing  no  one  sect,  stand- 
ing by  itself,  reaching  a  class  that  would  rather  be  repelled  than 
attracted  by  a  church,  can  do  a  work  that  can  be  done  by  no 
other  organisation  f  As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  are  brought  under 
the  influence  of  truth  by  these  agencies,  who  would  not  be 
reached  otherwise  by  the  gospel.  While  church  theories  may  bo 
\  ry  good,  we  are  to  look  at  their  practice.  It  is  generally  notice- 
able, I  think,  that  the  strongest  opponents  of  these  associations 
are  those  who  are  most  strongly  tinctured  with  sectarianism, and 
thus  ground  is  given  for  the  suspicion  that  thelov,  ..ir  the  pecu- 
liar church  organization  to  which  they  belong  is  paramount  in 
their  regards.  Possibly  their  objections  might  give  way  if  they 
could  have  die  assurance  that  their  churches  could  receive  the 
exclusive  benefit,  in  the  way  of  additions.  Our  experience,  or 
rather  observation,  is,  that  the  young  men  who  are  the  most  ac- 
tive in  these  associations  are  generally  the  most  active  in  their 
own  churches.  It'  the  waters  of  salvation  are  to  flow  ail  over  so- 
ciety, they  must  not  be  [confined  to  certain  prescribed  channels) ; 
but  new  ones,  running  in  every  direction,  carrying  healing  streams 
everywhere,  must  be  opened.  New  methods  of  doing  good  most 
be  employed,  against  which  there  is  no  prejudice,  so  that  "  by  ail 
means"  we  "  may  save  tome." — Baptitt  Union. 


PRATER. 


BY  HBHBY  TAYLOB. 

Comb  let  as  bow  before  the  Lord 
In  humble,  trusting  prayer, 

And  fix  our  thoughts  on  Him  alone. 
And  cast  on  Him  our  care. 

And  let  as  with  united  hearts. 
Our  wants  before  Him  lay, 

Ask  His  forgiveness  of  our  sins, 
And  guidance  on  our  way, 
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WORK  OUT  YOUR  OWN  SUBSISTENCE. 

Pabbntb,  I  wish  to  be  hoard  all  over  the  land  in  this  matter.  In 
one  thing  I  would  have  you  Judaize.  In  one  thing  I  would  be  triad 
if  you  would  go  back  to  the  ago  of  Moses.  The  Jews  had  the 
nroverb— and  there  was  a  wholesome  marrow  in  it — "  He  who 
brings  up  his  child  without  a  trade,  brings  htm  up  to  steal ;"  and 
I  say  to  parents,  "  If  you  bring  up  your  children  without  know- 
ing how  to  labor  with  their  hands,  and  how  to  earn  their  own 
living,  you  bring  them  up  to  be  beggars  or  thieves" — and  I  hardly 
know  that  there  is  any  difference  between  those  classes  in  moral 
excellence  Or  moral  unworth. 

If,  therefore,  there  has  been  a  false  estimate  formed  of  work 
among  the  young ,  If  you  have  felt  that  it  was  the  sign  of  a  gen- 
tleman not  to  work,  and  that  you  Were  too  gentlemanly  to  do  it,  I 
beg  of  you,  think  again  of  this  matter.  This  is  a  workingman's 
nation.  Men  are  pouring  in  here  irom  every  part  of  the  world, 
with  the  little  of  thoir  earnings  in  their  hands ;  and  they  are  com- 
ing to  work  out  their  fortunes.  The  stories  tell  us  about  men 
that  go  out  to  seek  their  fortunes ;  but  in  America  the  term  work 
out  is  better. 

Do  not  be  ashamed  of  a  farm.  Do  not  be  ashamed  of  a  trade. 
Do  not  be  ashamed  of  anything  but  idleness,  dependence  npon 
other  mike,  polite  beggary,  knavery — of  these  be  heartily  asham- 
ed. 

"What  shall  I  do?  I  must  live !"  says  the  young  man.  No, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  you  should  live.  Bees  are  good  legislators. 
When  a  drone  gets  into  the  hive,  and  he  will  not  work,  and  does 
not  make  honey,  nor  do  anything  else,  the  other  bees  sting  him 
to  death.  "  Well — but— must  I  commit  suicide  V  I  do  not  say 
that ;  but  I  say, "  Eat  the  bread  you  earn,  or  else  do  not  eat." 
Some  of  you  may  die,  and  some  of  you  may  hive  ;  and  if  you 
live,  begin  a  better  life.  Be  ashamed  to  be  dependent.  Be  ashamed 
of  crooked  ways.  B*  ashamed  of  indirections.  Peel  that  to  take 
care  of  yourself  is  honorable.  Desire  and  strive  to  do  it  by  the 
highest  methods  ;  but  be  willing  to  do  it  by  the  second  highest, 
or  the  third,  or  the  fourth,  or  the  fifth,  rather  than  not  do  it  at 
all.  Be  willing  to  do  that  which  you  can  do,  down  to  the  bottom, 
till  you  come  to  be  a  laborer  on  the  road,  or  in  the  canal,  rather 
than  beg.  Work,  work,  work  out,  not  only  your  own  salvation, 
but  your  own  subsistence.  Work  out  your  living,  and  so  work 
out  your  manhood.  And  bring  up  your  children  to  do  the  same 
thing.  And  in  the  generation  which  is  yet  to  come,  let  as  be  done 
with  those  miserable  eunuchs  that  have  been  the  product  of  slav- 
ery in  our  midst.  Let  us  have  men  of  bone,  and  muscle,  and 
sturdy  independence.  Let  us  have  men  that  eat  their  bread  from 
the  sweat  of  their  brow.  Let  us  have  men  that  can  lift  their  hard 
hands  at  last  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  that  they  are  hands  that 
never  took  a  penny  that  they  did  not  earn. — Becchtr. 


THE  RECREATIONS  OF  GREAT  MINDS. 

At  an  interesting  meeting  of  the  Biblical  Archtoological  So- 
ciety, Mr.  Smith,  of  the  British  Museum,  road  a  paper  de- 
scribing some  tablets  from  Nineveh,  the  cuneiform  inscriptions  of 
which,  recently  deciphered,' contained  an  account  of  the  Deluge. 
The  tablets,  dated  700  B.C.,  professed  to  be  copies  of  older  writ- 
ings, dating  back  to  1700.  B.C.  The  building  of  the  Ark  isde 
scribed,  and  the  pouring  of  bitumen  over  the  timbers  to  stop  the 
leaks ;  the  gathering  of  animals  into  the  vessel ;  the  great  rain ; 
the  resting  of  the  Ark  on  a  mountain ;  the  sending  out  of  the 
dove,  and  the  offering  of  the  sacrifice.  The  variations  from  the 
account  in  Genesis  are  circumstantial,  showing  an  independent 
source  of  information,  but  confirming,  in  substance,  the  inspired 
narrative.  Mr.  Gladstone,  who  was  present,  referring  to  iGreek 
traditions,  spoke  of  Homer  as  the  loved  daily  companion  of  his 
youth,  of  his  middle  life,  and  now  of  his  sge.  It  is  marvellous 
how  some  men  can  find  time  for  so  many  things,  seemingly  so  an- 
tagonistic as  affairs  of  State  and  classical  studies.  But  intellectual 
occupations  are  the  recreation  of  great  minds  occupied  in  prac- 
tical affairs.  Recreation  is  a  necessity  for  toil ;  and  when  this  can 
be  found  in  a  change  of  occupation,  life  is  fuller  and  longer  than 
when  the  recreation  is  found  in  mere  amusement,  which  only 
rests  the  weary  worker,  but  leaves  no  other  fruit.  Mr.  Gladstone 
does  not  hunt,  nor  fish,  nor  shoot ;  but  when  he  seeks  recreation 
from  affairs  of  State,  he  is  equally  at  home  when  he  takes  his 
walks  in  the  fields  of  poetry,  or  science,  or  antiquity,  or  theology. 
England  will  not  permit  him  to  call  himself  old  for  many  a  year. 
There  is  still  much  to  be  done,  and  he  is  the  statesman  who,  both 
by  adherents  and  opponents,  is  regarded  as  the  doer.  It  is  well  for 
England  that  we  have  a  Premier  who  combines  so  much  genius 
with  so  much  principle — a  conscientious,  God-fearing  statesman, 
seeking  ever  for  the  truth,  and,  when  he  thinks  he  finds  it,  re- 
solving to  enthrone  it.— Jieo.  Newman  Halt,  in  Montreal  Witnes*. 


SEDATIVE   EFFECTS    OF  EDUCATION. 

"Lord  Salisbury  has  never  been  a  great  believer  in  direct  ben- 
eficial effects  of  education  in  producing  moral  excellence,  and  in 
the  theory  that  reading  and  writing  will  prevent  picking  and 
stealing ;  but,  in  a  recent  address,  ho  shows,  in  a  few  striking  sen- 
teneep,  the  salutary,  sedative  effect  which  cultivation  of  the 
mind  has  npon  a  weakness  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  special 
social  bane  of  our  country — the  restless  craving  for  excitement, 
a  craving  which  thousands  do  not  scruple  to  avow  and  deplore. 
"  The  powers,"  he  says,  "with  which  nature  has  endowed  us  must 
find  some  exercise ;  for,  if  we  have  not  sufficient  muscular  exer- 
cise, and  if  we  do  not  find  brain  exercise  by  the  thorough  cultiva- 
tion of  our  minds,  we  shall  feel  that  morbid  craving  for  excite- 
ment which  results  in  intoxication  and  other  terrible  evils.  Oar 
fashionable  world  especially,  of  either  sex,  will  do  well  to  ponder 
this." — Appletons'  Journal. 


YOUNG    MAN,    DEPEND    ON    YOUR    OWN 
EFFORTS. 

Fight  your  own  battles.  Hoe  your  own  row.  Ask  no  favors  of 
any  one,  and  you  will  succeed  a  thousand  times  be'tter  than  those 
who  are  always  beseeching  some  one's  patronage.  No  one  will 
ever  help  you  as  you  can  help  yourself,  because  no  one  will  be 
■o  heartily  interested  in  your  affairs.  The  first  step  will  not  be 
such  a  long  one,  perhaps ;  but,  carving  your  own  way  np  the 
mountain,  you  make  each  one  lead  to  another,  and  stand  firm  in 
that  while  you  chop  out  still  another.  Men  who  have  made  their 
fortunes  are  not  those  who  had  five  thousand  dollars  given  them 
to  start  with,  but  started  fair  with  a  well-earned  dollar  or  two. 
Men  who  have  by  their  own  exertions  acquired  fame  have  not  been 
thrust  into  popularity  by  puffs  begged  or  paid  for,  or  given  in 
friendly  spirit.  They  have  outstretched  their  hands  and  touched 
the  public  heart.  Men  who  win  love  do  their  own  wooing,  and  I 
never  know  a  man  to  fail  so  signally  as  one  who  had  induced  his 
affectionate  grandmamma  to  speak  a  good  word  for  him.  Wheth- 
er yon  work  for  fame,  for  love,  for  money,  or  for  anything  else, 
work  with  yonr  hands,  heart,  and  brain.  Say  "  I  will  1"  and  some 
day  you  will  conquer.  Never  let  any  man  have  it  to  say,  "  I  have 
dragged  you  up."  Too  many  friends  hurt  a  man  more  than  none 
at  all. — Grace  Greenwood. 


«  LOST  FOR  WANT  OF  A  WORD." 

"  Lost  for  want  of  a  word !". 
Fallen  among  thieves  and  dying, 

Priests  and  Levites  passing 
The  place  where  he  is  lying. 

He  is  too  faint  to  call, 
Too  far  off  to  be  heard  1 

There  are  those  beside  life's  highway 
Lost  for  want  of  a  word. 

"  Lost  for  want  of  a  word  P 
All  in  the  black  night  straying 

Among  the  mazes  of  thought, 
False  light  ever  betraying  1 

Oh  I  that  a  human  voioe 
The  murky  darkness  had  stirred  I 

Lost  and  benighted  forever  I 
Lost  for  want  of  a  word  1 

"  Lost  for  want  of  a  word !" 
Too  high,  it  may  be,  and  noble. 

To  be  ever  checked  in  his  sin, 
Or  led  to  Christ  in  his  trouble. 

No  one  boldly  and  truly 
To  show  him  where  he  had  erred — 

Poor  handful  of  dust  and  ashes  I 
Lost  for  want  of  a  word  1 

"  Lost  for  want  of  a  word !" 
A  word  that  you  might  have  spoken — 

Who  knows  what  eyes  may  be  dim, 
Or  what  hearts  may  be  aching  .and  broken  T 

Go  scatter  beside  all  waters, 
Nor  sicken  at  hope  deferred ; 

Let  never  a  soul  by  thy  dumbness  . 

Belostforwanfof^wordJ-if^^ 
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Carefully  -written,  terse  and  pointed  articles,  designed  ta- 
in terest  YOVIVe  MBH  and  to  Unprore  them  Intellectually, 
morally,  or  spiritually,  or  to  snide  and  Instruct  Assoela 
tlon  workers,  are  solicited. 


The  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Lowell  Convention  is 
an  octavo  pamphlet  of  ITS  pages.  Any  one  desiring  a  copy 
can  have  it  by  sending  fifty  cents  to  the  Executive  Committee, 
corner  of  Fourth-avenue  and  Twenty-third-street,  New- York. 


We  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  read 
era  to  the  second  of  a  short  series  of  pleasing  and  bracing  article  a 
by  Rev.  A.  T.  Picrson,  of  Detroit.  They  cannot  foil  to  en- 
courage and  strengthen  young  men  to  cultivate  their  capabili- 
ties for  usefulness,  which,  if  life  and  health  are  given  them, 
nothing  but  their  own  neglect  can  blight 


GENERAL  SECRETARIES'  CONFERENCE. 

The  following  call  has  been  issued  to  the  members  of  the  Sec- 
retaries' Association  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces : 
"  Toledo,  Ohio,  February  10th,  1878. 

M  Deab  Bbethben  :  For  many  years  past  it  has  been  felt  by 
those  actively  employed  in  the  work  that  a  closer  bond  of  union 
between  the  paid  agents  of -Associations  should  be  secured,  and 
with  this  in  view  an  organization  was  effected  during  the 
Washington  Convention,  under  the  name  of  the  Secretaries' 
Association  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces. 

"  The  good  effects  thus  far  experienced  have  led  to  the  sugges- 
tion that  during  the  second  week  in  March  a  conference  of  General 
Secretaries  and  other  paid  agents  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  New- 
York.  Other  cities  have  tendered  as  their  hospitality,  but  it  has 
been  deemed  best  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  New- York  Breth- 
ren, owing  to  the  fact  that  their  city  is  easier  of  aeeess  for  the  ma- 
jority of  Secretaries  than  any  other. 

"  The  members  of  the  New- York  Association  desire  to  recognize 
all  delegates  to  the  Conference  as  their  guests  during  their  stay 
in  New- York. 

«  The  opening  session  of  the  Conference  will  be  held  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  March  12th,  beginning  at  10  o'clock,  in  the  Associa- 
tion Hall,  corner  Fourth-avenue  and  Twenty-third-street,  and 
the  Conference  will  continue  during  the  remainder  of  the  week. 
»•»«*♦**»* 

"  H.  Thane  Miller,  Esq.,  of  Cincinnati,  has  promised  to  be  present, 
and  will  be  invited  to  preside.  The  following  gentlemen,  among 
others,  will  be  invited  to  prepare  papers  on  different  branches  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  labor,  to  be  read  before  the 
Conference :  L.  P.  Rowland,  Boston ;  R.  R.  McBarney,  New- York  ; 
Geo. Hall,  Washington;  The*.  Marshall,  Philadelphia;  Lang 
Sheaff,  Cleveland ;  The*.  J.  Wilkie,  Toronto,  Canada ;  R.  C.  Morse, 
New-fork. 


"  No  General  Secretary  should  fail  in  att  ending  this  Conference 

"  Please  signify  at  once  your  intention  to  be  present. 

"  You  will  aid  us  very  much,  in  preparing  the  programme  for  the 
Conference,  by  naming  the  difficulties  in  your  work,  and  suggest, 
ing  such  topics  as  you  would  like  discussed.  Do  so  without  delay, 
and  forward  your  communication  to  Toledo,  Ohio. 

"  Praying  that  it  may  be  shown  to  us  that  wo  are  called  together 
of  God,  we  are 

"  Fraternally  yours,       T.  A.  Nelson,  President. 

■'  Alp.  Sanobax,  Montreal,  Secretary." 

[This  circular,  in  a  paragraph  we  have  omitted,  announced 
March  12th  as  the  data  of  the  Convention.  As  we  go  to  press 
we  receive  a  telegram  from  Mr.  Nelson,  "  Secretaries'  Confer- 
ence postponed"  to  a  future  date. — Ed.] 

We  ore  glad  to  know  that  this  conference  has  been  called. 
We  believe  it  will  accomplish  much  good.  We  wish  very 
much  that  the  call  could  have  been  extended  not  only  to  act- 
ing secretaries  and  superintendents,  but  also  to  those  desirous 
of  qualifying  themselves  for  such  positions. 

Feeling  that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  every  mo- 
ment of  this  short  conference  should  be  judiciously  occupied, 
we  make  the  following  suggestions  as  our  quota  of  aid  in 
preparing  the  programme : 

1st.  That  the  first  paper  have  referenco  to  the  general  pur- 
pose  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  as  it  exists  to- 
day in  our  States  and  Provinces,  and  that  this  subject  be  dis- 
cussed until  every  member  of  the  Conference  thoroughly  un- 
derstands what  we  are  trying  to  do. 

2d.  That  this  be  followed  with  papers  on  the  best  methods 
of  accomplishing  this  purpose.  These  may  be  divided  into 
three  groups :  first,  best  methods  for  securing  the  conversion 
of  yonng  men  before  they  leave  home;  second,  best  methods 
for  reaching  young  men  who  come  to  our  cities,  and  saving 
them  from  the  snares  that  surround  them ;  third,  best  methods 
of  doing  our  general  union  work  for  reaching  the  masses  who 
l.ever  attend  church,  and  bringing  them  into  our  church  con- 
gregations. 

8d.  That  some  plan  be  devised  for  educating  young  men 
for  general  secretaries  and  superintendents. 


CHRISTIAN  YOUNG  WOMEN  AT  WORK. 

The  second  year  of  tho  Young  Ladies'  Christian  Association 
of  New-York  City  has  been  one  of  growth  and  activity, 
though  the  means  placed  at  their  disposal  are  still  very  scanty. 
"  There  are  nearly  200,000  young  women  in  this  city,  the  ma- 
jority of  whom  are  patiently  and  quietly  struggling  for  a  liveli- 
hood amid  discouragements,  temptations,  and  physical  suf- 
ferings."   This  is  the  Association's  field  of  labor. 

At  their  rooms  (No.  04  Irving  Place),  the  parlor  is  open 
daily,  from  8  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  on  Sundays  at  2J  p.m.  for  the 
Bible-class.  Every  Monday  and  Friday  evening  a  general  social 
reception  is  held.  Above  this  room,  on  the  upper  floor,  in- 
struction on  the  sewing-machine  is  given  to  those  seeking  it. 
Four  hours  daily  for  two  weeks  constitute  a  course  of  lessons, 
and  a  hand-finishing  class  has  been  opened  to  instruct  these 
machine  pupils  in  the  nicer  details  of  sewing. 

The  Employment  Committee  help  young  women  to  situa- 
tions. Of  900  applicants,  more  than  half  have  been  supplied. 
A  small  but  excellent  library  furnishes  good  reading  for  those 
who  frequent  the  rooms. 

In  order  to  reach  those  who  need  the  advantages  offered  by 
the  Association,  over  five  hundred  places  of  business  where 
women  are  employed  have  been  visited,  and  invitations  given 
to  all  to  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of  the  rooms  and  agencies 
of  the  Society.    Many  gladly  accepted  cards  of  invitation  to 
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the  library,  and  a  yet  larger  number  have  visited  the  rooms. 
Young  women  are  assisted  in  finding  proper  boarding-places. 

The  Christian  young  women  who  hare  undertaken  and  are 
carrying  on  this  work  number  one  hundred  and  sixty.  An  in- 
crease in  the  activo  membership  is  greatly  needed  to  extend 
the  usefulness  of  the  Society. 

Christian  men  and  women  of  New-York  should  socond 
these  efforts  with  both  sympathy  and  money. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting,  Rev.  Dr.  Hastings,  of  New- 
York,  addressed  the  Society,  and  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Taylor,  D.D., 
at  the  Broadway  Tabernacle  (Sunday  evening,  February  21st) 
preached  the  annual  sermon.  To  their  warm  appeals  for  sym- 
pathy and  support  from  the  Christian  public,  and  tor  more  la- 
borers from  among  the  young  women  of  our  churches,  there 
was  evident  response. 


**QO    WORK    TO-DAY.'* 

We  take  tho  following  extracts  from  the  Orcago  (N.  J.) 
Journal: 

"  During  a  recent  conversation  with  a  gentleman  of  intelli 
gence,  a  casual  allusion  was  made  by  the  writer  to  the  Youn?r 
Men's  Christian  Associations.  The  gentlemen  did  not  know 
about  these  Associations  ;  he  might  like  them,  perhans.  if 
they  would  not  interfere  with  Church  work.  He  thoueht 
they  were  instituted  to  aid  the  churches  by  inducing  the  peo- 
ple to  attend  upon  public  worship,  and  to  attach  themselves 
to  the  various  parishes  and  churches,  and  not  to  withdraw 
the  flower  of  the  churches  for  carrying  on  outside  gatherings 
tor  religions  conference  and  worship.  He  thoucht  thev 
needed  looking  after  in  this  matter.  J 

"  Not  long  since,  a  clergjman  declined  to  address  a  Younir 
Men's  Christian  Association  on  the  occasion  of  their  anniver- 
sary, after  having  been  most  respectfully  and  cordially  invited 
to  do  so.  And  not  on'y  that,  but  he  declined  to  read  the 
notice  of  that  meeting  from  his  pulpit  I  His  argument  was 
that  the  church  was  capable  of  doing  its  own  work,  and  he  could 
not  recognize  any  organization  bearing  the  name  of  Christian 
that  did  not  originate  in,  or  was  not  originated  by  the 
Church. 

"  Bach  ideas  ought  to  have  died  and  been  decentlyinterred 
by  past  generations.  They  savor  strongly  of  spiritual  fo*v- 
lsm.  They  do  not  tally  with  the  injunctions.  '  Go  out  into  the 
highways  and  hedges,'  and  'into  all  the  world  and  Dreach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature.'  There  is  a  vast  quantity  of  la- 
bor to  be  done  that  the  Church  has  never  provided  for  svs 
tematically  and  energetically,  and  these  Associations  of  warm- 
hearted and  Christian  young  men— not  antagonistically  but 
cooperatively— have  undertaken  to  do  such  work,  hopine  to 
prove  themselves  powerfully  auxiliary  to  the  Church  Must 
they  sit  still  in  the  churches  and  go  to  seed  ?  Must  thev 
place  in  the  stocks  every  beneficent  or  spiritual  impulse,  nntil 
the  possible  authority  is  given  by  red-tape  process  to  do  the 
very  things  which  the  young  men  of  these  Associations  have 
essayed  to  do  without  purse  or  scrip  ? 

"  Where  would  have  been  the  Sunday-school  institution  if 
some  Robert  Raikes  or  some  Catherine  Kapphad  not  cone  out 
in  obedience  to  a  personal  impulse  to  save  the  little  Sundav 
loiterers  from  the  gutters  and  tho  slums  of  vice  and  nauner- 

isml  Jiey  7 eJ?  !d^d  °(  *•  Cn«chj  and  who  at  this  day 
can  but  thank  God  that  they  were  f "  J 

The  fact  that  the  Association  originated  in  the  Church,  even 
if  it  was  not  organized  by  it,  seems  to  satisfy  the  great  majority 
of  our  pastors. 

We  agree  with  the  »  clergyman"  that  the  Church  is  «  capa- 
ble of  doing  Us  own  work,"  and  we  think  be  will  agree  with  the 
Association  when  we  tell  him  that  it  believes  the  Church  will 
fail  to  do  the  Master's  work  if  its  individual  members  do 
nothing  but  sit  in  their  pews  three  hours  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
remain  idle  the  rest  of  the  day  and  the  week. 

It  is  generally  known  inthe  churches  that  tho  Association 
does  not  draw  young  men  away  from  church  services,  but  that 
it  sends  thorn  out,  after  service,  and  during  the  week,  to  hold 


meetings  among  those  who  never  attend  church,  in  ordor  to 
interest  them,  if  possible,  in  the  truths  of  the  Bible,  and  in- 
duce them  to  attend  public  worship  in  the  various  churches. 
But  even  if  the  flower  of  the  churches  did  carry  on  a  few  out- 
sido  meetings,  merely  for  the  sake  of  religious  conference  and 
worship,  we  do  not  see  as  anybody  but  the  devil  need  care 
much. 

JVJS W  ASSOCIA TlOXS. 

Robert  Weibensall,  Agent  of  tho  General  Executive  Com- 
mittee, communicates  the  folio  iring  interesting  facts  to  the  Chair- 
man ot  the  Committee : 

"Champaign,  Iix.,  February  Ctb,  1878. 
Dead  Brother  Bbainekh  :  I  have  a-sisted  in  organizing 
four  new  Associations  in  this  neighborhood— two  in  towns  near 
by,  and  two  in  the  IttinoU  State  Industrial  University  ;  one  a 
young  men  s  and  the  other  a  young  women's  Association. 

"  Since  I  came  to  this  State  we  have  started  twelve  new  organi- 
zations and  witnessed  the  resurrection  of  several  old  ones.  I  have 
met  some  of  the  most  excellent  Christians  here. 

"A  committee  has  been  appointed  in  the  varloos  Colleges  and 
Universities  to  interest  all  the  educational  institutions  in  the 
State  in  forming  Associations." 


POSSIBLE  UNITY. 

We  take  groat  pleasure  in  transferring  the  following  article 
from  Church  and  State  to  oar  columns.  It  contains  truths  and 
suggestions  which  commend  themselves  to  the  earnest  attention 
of  Christians  of  every  denomination: 

"  Nearly  all  confess,  that  a  far  higher  degree  of  unity  than 
now  exists  is  both  desirable  and  practicable.  We  believe  that 
it  is  also  the  bounden  dulrv  of  all  « who  profess  and  call  them- 
selves Christians.'  This  is  so  clear  that,  in  general  terms,  it 
will  hardly  be  controverted  by  any. 

"The  question  of  the  hour  is,  what  kind  or  form  of  unity  is 
practicable,  and  in  what  degree  and  form  attainable?  The  true 
note  on  this  point  was  sounded  at  the  '  Cologne  Congress,' 
where  Professor  Reinkens  frankly  recognized  that  the  unity  of 
the  future  is  not  to  be  synonymous  with  uniformity.  Differences 
do  and  must  exist,not  only  among  Individual  believors  but  among 
large  bodies  of  professing  Christians  which  have  earned  the  right 
to  call  themselves  churches  in  the  highest  sense,  for  they  have 
those  '  notes '  of  a  church  which  an  enlightened  ago  most  values. 
Now  these  churches  all  originated  in  some  actual  want  of  tho 
times  when  they  first  appeared,  and  have  the  warrant  of  their 
present  existence  in  the  continued  demand  for  their  ministra- 
tions, a  demand  made  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
believing  people.  To  these  people  the  existing  churches  have 
proved  themselves  nursing  mothers,  and  though  the  whole 
world  should  deny  the  validity  of  their  orders  and  sacraments 
they  would  be  none  tho  less  valid  and  precious  to  them.  * 

"  This,  then,  is  the  question  before  us :  Shall  we  wage  an  in- 
ternecine and  interminable  warfare  against  each  other  in  the 
spirit  of  the  first  Apostles  when  they  contendod  among  them- 
selves 'who  should  be  greatest,' or  shall  we  hear  the  rebuke 
of  the  common  •  Master  addressed  to  us,  no  less  than  to  them, 
and  become  followers  of  these  same  Apostles,  when  they  cruci- 
fied their  carnal  affections,  and  willingly  made  themselves  the 
servants  of  all,  that  they  might,  by  all  means,  save  some! 

"The  proposal  of  Professor  Reinkens,  touching  this  matter 
was  to  respect  all  existing  churches  with  an  evangelical  creed,' 
acknowledging  them"  as  living  branches  of  the  one  true  Vine. 
This  has  been  our  own  view  all  along.  We  are  well  aware  how 
much  may  be  urged,  and  justly,  respecting  tile  antiquity  of  our 
own  Church,  the  Apostolic,  or,  at  least,  primitive  origin  of  its 
orders  and  polity.  But  we  cannot  feel  that  our  vantage-ground 
entitles  us  to  unchurch  othor  Christian  bodies,  and  we  know 
that,  in  this  ago  and  land,  unchurching  hurts  none  but  those 
who  practice  it 

"  In  othor  words,  our  exdusiveness  hurts  us,  but  not  our 
neighbors.  It  hinders  our  growth,  and  deprives  us  of  the  sym- 
pathy and  active  support  of  large  numbers  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent of  our  countrymen. 

"  Doubtless,  all  Christians  can  learn  much  of  each  other,  but 
no  church  has  more  features  which  others  would  both  prefer 
and  profit  by  than  the  Protestant  Episcopal.  But  no  one  will 
consent  to  change  on  compulsion.    Americans,  above  all  others. 
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aro  immeasurably  opposed  to  the  principle  of_  coercion  inthe 
realms  of  conscience.  What  they  do,  or  refrain  from  doing, 
believe  or  doubt,  accept  or  reject,  must  be  the  result  of  free  in- 
quiry, candid  conference,  and  honest  conviction.  And  the  con- 
viction must  be,  that  the  thing  to  be  belioved  in,  accepted,  and 
acted  on  is  the  best  thing  per  te,  and  is  accepted  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  best,  and  no  other.  But  how  will  this  new  principle 
work  ?  Admirably.  It  will  be  equal  and  impartial.  Equal  in 
its  application,  it  will  be  impartial  in  rejecting  the  evil,  and  ac- 
cepting the  good  which  each  system  reveals. 

••  Surely,  Episcopalians,  with  their  high  sense,  some  of  the 
absolute,  and  others  of  the  comparative  superiority  of  their 
principles  and  modes  of  procedure,  ought  to  be  the  last  to  de- 
cline the  ordeal  which  is  offered  us,  and  which,  in  fact,  we  do 
submit  to  nolens  tolent. 

"  The  only  real  question  is,  whether  we  have  the  courage  to 
meet  the  issue,  and  the  courtesy  to  confer  with  our  fellow- 
Christians  on  terms  which  they  can  accept  and  will,  because 
consistent  alike  with  our  common  Christianity,  and  the  self- 
respect  of  each  communion." 

The  different  evangelical  denominations  have  already  clearly 
demonstrated  through  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
that  unity  is  possible  in  the  form  of  associated  effort  for  the 
conversion  of  those1  who  dwell  in  our  midst,but  who  are  outside  of 
our  church  congregations.  Honest  uniformity  among  intelligent 
and  thinking  men  is  of  course  impossible. \  If  it  could  bo  secur- 
ed to-day,  individuals  and  churches  would  slide  out  of  it  to- 
morrow; and  it  seems  to  be  of  but  little  consequence  as  long  as 
our  churches,  through  their  pastors  and  membership,  can  work 
together  in  loving  unison,  for  the  salvation  of  their  fellow- men 
and  the  glory  of  their  God. 


JEW  OF  ASSOUATIONS. 

Items  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topics  will  be 
specially  welcome  I 

1.  New  features  In  the  work.  3.  New*  of  Conventions. 
3.  Interesting  Incident*.  4,  instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividuals. 5.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  of  As* 
soclatlons  In  the  local  press.  1.  In  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

0V*  Communications  containing  Information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  he  sent  to  the  MONTHLY 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  as  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 


CALIFORNIA. 

San  Francisco. — $1500  have  been  presented  to  this  Asso 
elation  from  the  estate  of  the  late  George  C.  Johnson,  Esq. 

COLORADO. 

Golden. — A  correspondent  of  the  New- York  Observer  says : 
"  The  population  of  Golden  is  about  fifteen  hundred,  and  is  rapidly 
increasing.  We  have  six  church  organization*:  Presbyterian, 
Baptist,  Methodist,  Episcopal,  Campbellite,  and  Roman  Catholic, 
and  all  have  houses  of  worship  except  the  Campbellites.  Flour- 
ishing Sabbath-schools  are  maintained  in  all  the  churches  except 
the  Roman  Catholic.  A  Young  Hen's  Christian  Association,  just 
organized,  numbering  iorty  members,  has  opened  a  reading-room, 
and  provided  for  a  course  of  public  lectures  for  the  winter,  and  is 
agitating  the  question  of  a  small  hospital  for  the  sick  and  destitute 
who  sometimes  come  among  ns.  and  for  whom  there  is  now  no 
provision.  Oar  resources  are  very  limited,  and  our  current  ex- 
penses considerable ;  but,  with  stout  hearts  and  faith  in  Christ, 
we  mean  to  do  what  we  can.  The  Association  is  already  meeting 
with  much  favor  from  the  community,  and  we  hope  for  some  be- 
nevolent deduction*,  on  the  part  of  periodical  publishers,  that  will 
help  us  to  attract  young  men  away  from  drinking-saloons  and 
haunts  of  vice.  Who  for  such  an  object  will  send  a  religious  or 
secular  paper  or  periodical  one  year  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association,  Golden,  Colorado?" 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington.  —  The  Yale  Record  reports  that  Professor 
Tyndall  has  given  $1500  oat  of  the  receipts  from  his  lectures 


in  this  country,  to  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Washington. 

Ret.  George  A.  Hall,  Genoral  Secretary  of  the  Washington 
Association,  says : 

*  All  we  know  about  a  donation  of  $1500  dollars  from  Prof. 
Tyndall  is  what  the  newspapers  say.  We  cleared  about  $1500 
fron  his  course  of  lectures ;  they  were  very  popular."  He  adds : 
"  We  have  had  great  success  in  our  lay  college  or  Christian 
Workers'  Class.  The  first  session  we  limited  the  tickets  to  300, 
and  hod  about  400  applications.  The  second  course,  now  in  prog- 
ress, is  attended  regularly  by  about  400,  often  more,  and  la  doing 
us  much  good.  It  does  seem  to  me  good  might  be  done  if  every 
Association,  especially  in  small  cities,  villages,  or  rural  districts 
would  have  each  a  series.  The  great  feature  of  our  religious 
work  is  our  prayer-meetings,  which  Capt.  Duncan,  of  Rev.  HT  W. 
Beecber's  church,  told  me  last  night,  '  beat  all  others.'  They  are 
crowded  all  the  time,  and  some  inquirers  are  constantly  among 
us.  In  lieu  of  the  Lincoln  Hall  services,  Sabbath  evenings  wo 
hold  special  services  in  the  Theatre  Comigue,  and  they  are  largely 
attended  by  just  the  class  we  wish  to  reach.  I  have  a  corps  of 
about  twelve  young  men  who  aid  me,  and  alter  about  twenty  min- 
utes of  scriptural  reading  and  exposition,  I  throw  the  meeting 
open  and  the  young  men  speak.  We  close  with  on  inquiry-meet- 
ing. We  precede  the  service  by  a  song  service.  Our  social  enter- 
tainments are  very  fine.  Tomorrow  (February  21st)  we  have 
the  Philharmonic  to  sing  at  intervals  during  the  evening." 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago. — The  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern,  and  Rock 
Island  and  Pacific  Railroad  Companies,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  will  open  a  Depot  Reading- 
Room  in  the  new  passenger  depot  at  the  head  of  LaSalle-  street  aa 
soon  as  it  is  completed.  These  Companies  have  very  generously 
set  apart  a  large  room,  20x55  feet,  on  the  south  side  of  the  depot, 
immediately  over  the  passenger  waiting-rooms,  whleh  will  be 
furnished  in  a  neat  and  attractive  manner,  and  will  contain  a  full 
supply  of  all  the  leading  papers  and  magazines. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  the  place  so  attractive  by  its  literature 
and  surroundings  that  the  employees  of  the  road  will  be  unable 
to  resist  the  temptation  to  accept  the  free  use  of  its  benefits  and 
spend  their  leisure  hours  in  the  improvement  of  their  minds,  and 
keep  out  of  saloons,  gambling-dens,  and  other  places  of  bad  re- 
pute. 

The  officers  of  the  roads  believe  that  they  will  be  fully  repaid 
for  this  expenditure  in  having  their  men  on  duty  in  time,  able 
and  fresh  after  spending  their  evening  profitably  in  such  a  place, 
instead  of  carousing  around  the  city,  visiting  places  of  evil  resort 
all  night,  unfitting  them  for  the  duties  of  the  following  day. 

This  plan  lias  been  carried  on  very  successfully  at  the  Union 
Depot,  in  Cleveland,  where  the  various  railroad  companies  have 
set  apart  a  spacious  room  which  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation of  Cleveland  fitted  up,  and  which  has  met  with  gratifying 
success,  hundreds  visiting  the  room  weekly.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  Chicago  Association  to  establish  similar  rooms  in  the  new 
depots  about  to  be  built  if  the  railroad  managers  will  look  with 
favor  upon  it. 

This  Association  has  within  the  past  ten  months  distributed  in 
the  different  waiting-rooms  of  the  passenger  depots  iu  the  city 
over  two  million  pages  of  religious  reading  matter  in  the  shape  of 
tracts,  papers,  and  testaments,  which  have  been  well  received  by 
persons  compelled  to  wait  lor  the  arrival  or  departure  of  trains. 
It  is  said  by  the  Association,  whose  headquarters  are  still  at  Nob. 
95  and  97  West  Randolph-street,  that  every  dollar  contributed  to 
this  "  depot  work"  will  be  the  means  of  furnishing  and  distribut- 
ing 4800  pages  of  Gospel  truth. — Chicago  Iribunc. 


IOWA. 

Davenport. — I.  C.  Seeley  says :  "  We  are  holding  morning 
daily  prayer-meetings,  from  8.15  to  8.45,  with  good  results.  Sev- 
eral of  the  churches  are  holding  daily  evening  meetings." 

LOUISIANA. 

New-Orleans.  —  Carondelet-etreet  church  was  last  night 
filled  with  a  very  select  assemblage,  being  the  members  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  and  their  friends.  The  gath- 
ering was  the  result  of  an  announcement  that  the  Association 
would  lay  before  the  community  its  plans  and  purposes.  The  As- 
sociation in  this  city  was  organized  before  the  war,  and  it,  like 
everything  else,  went  down  with  the  war ;  but  it  was  reorgan- 
ized, and  since  that  time  has  been  steadily  advancing,  and  Is  now 
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an  Association  which  merit!  the  generous  aud  hearty  support  of 
oar  citizens,  and  is  one  of  which  they  should  jastly  feel  proud. 
The  proceedings  last  night  were  opened  with  prayer  and  maeic, 
after  which,  A.  H.  Nelson  was  introduced,  and  delivered  a  report 
on  the  work  of  the  Association.  In  a  very  neat  address,  eloquently 
delivered,  he  told  of  the  organization  of  the  Association ;  how  sev- 
enty-five young  men,  members,  some  of  them,  of  the  old  Associ- 
ation, had,  on  the  23d  of  March,  met  together  and  reorganized  the 
Association  ;  how  its  operations  had  at  tint  been  necessarily  lim- 
ited, but  how  it  had  gradually  enlarged  its  sphere,  until  now,  the 
good  H  was  accomplishing  -was  very  great.  The  Association  has 
good,  comfortable  rooms,  the  remnant  of  the  old  .Association  li- 
brary, and  over  800  papers  filed.  It  has  had,  on  every  Sabbath, 
some  of  its  active  members  at  the  workhouse,  parish  prison,  and 
the  Boys'  and  Girls'  House  of  Refuge,  where  they  held  services, 
and  it  is  confidently  believed  much  good  has  resulted  from  them. 
It  has  been  applied  to  by  thousands  for  relief  and  assistance,  and, 
so  far  as  its  resources  have  permitted,  these  appeals  have  been 
met.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Tudor  followed,  and  in  a  few  remarks  told 
of  the  necessity  for  an  Association  of  its  kind.  R.  H.  Brown,  who 
followed,  told  in  forcible  terms  of  young  men's  influence  on  young 
men,  either  for  good  or  evil,  and  portrayed  the  happy  results  to 
be  achieved  by  an  Association  of  Christian  young  men  working 
for  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-men.  The  commercial  and  social 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  connection  with  the  Association 
were  spoken  of  by  the  Rev.  R.  Q.  Mallard,  and  he  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  E.  S.  Taylor,  who  discoursed  on  the  religious  work  of 
the  Association.  The  Rev.  John  Mathews  then  appealed  to  all 
present  to  aid  in  every  manner  in  their  power  the  Association  in 
its  good  work  ;  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  this  appeal  was 
not  made  in  vain.  After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Campbell  Fair,  the 
large  assemblage  dispersed,  to  all  appearances,  well  pleased  and 
apparently  much  impressed  with  what  they  had  heard.  The  pro- 
ceedings of  the  evening  were  interspersed  with  singing  by  mem- 
bers of  the  choir  of  the  church,  and  music  by  R.  W.  Lindop. — 
Picayune. 

MARYLAND. 

Baltimore. — In  his  annual  report,  J.  A.  Houston,  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Baltimore, 
says: 

"  Daring  the  past  year,  some  branches  of  our  work  have  not 
been  prosecuted  with  as  much  energy  as  we  all  detired;  yet  we 
can  rejoice  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished.  The  cause  of 
temperance  has  been  advocated,  and  some  entangled  in  the  snares 
of  the  tempter  have  been  rescued.  Tracts  and  papers  have  been 
scattered  abroad,  and  sometimes  we  have  witnessed  the  good  teed 
germinating  and  bringing  forth  fruit.  The  sick  have  been  visited, 
and  sometimes  their  dying  lips  have  blessed  us  for  our  labors  of 
love. 

"  The  hungry,  the  destitute,  and  the  homeless  have  been  fed, 
clothed,  and  sheltered,  and  some,  whose  temporal  wants  were  sup- 
plied have  been  led  to  seek  the  bread  of  life.  The  glad  tidin  gs  of  sal- 
vation have  been  proclaimed  on  our  street-corners,  in  our  market- 
places and  our  public  squares,  and  some,  listening  to  the  old  story 
of  the  Cross,  have  wept  and  repented.  The  daily  and  weekly 
prayer-meetings  of  the  Association  have  been  held  regularly  at 
the  rooms  and  in  other  portions  of  the  city. 

"  The  cottage  work  is  becoming  an  important  department  of 
our  Association.  Much  has  been  accomplished  by  securing  sit- 
uations for  those  willing  to  work  but  unable  to  find  employment, 
and  by  boarding  for  a  short  time  those  who  were  destitute,  home- 
less, and  friendless. 

"  In  view  of  the  new  building  about  to  be  erected,  which  we 
expect  to  occupy  at  no  distant  period ;  in  view  of  the  strong  influ- 
ence for  good,  which  we  might  exert  on  young  men  by  pointing 
out  the  shoals,  rocks,  and  breakers  where  multitudes  have  been 
wrecked  forever ,  in  view  of  the  manner  God  has  smiled  upon  our 
humble  efforts,  and  made  us  instrumental  in  saving  souls;  and  in 
view  of  the  pressing  demand  for  increased  activity  in  every  depart- 
ment of  our  labor,  let  each  of  us  hereafter  work  with  all  oar 
might  so  that  we  may,  on  the  last  great  day,  merit  the  welcome 
plaudit— 'Well  done:" 

J.  G.  Bergen,  Financial  Secretary,  reports  that  during  the  year 
he  has  secured  additional  subscriptions  to  the  Building  Fund  to 
the  amount  of  $13,630,  which,  witu  the  subscriptions  secured  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  now  places  the  total  amount  subscribed  at 
$100,000;  and  that  $4776.17  has  been  received  for  the  general 
work  of  the  Association — sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
current  work  for  the  year. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Lynn. — From  a  report  of  the  Lynn  Association,  to  the  recent 
Essex  District  Convention, we  gather  the  following  vary  encourag- 
ing facts: 


"The  Association  organized  four  years  ago  last  October  with 
five  members  ;  at  present,  the  membership  is  about  five  hundred. 
They  have  a  building  fund  of  $25,000.  A  religious  meeting  is 
held  at  their  rooms  every  Sunday  evening,  wuicu  is  intensely 
interesting :  many  have  been  converted  by  its  means.  There  is 
also  a  boys'  prayer-meeting  held  once  a  week,  which  is  proving  a 
great  blessing.  A  singing  class  has  been  formed,  which  meets 
once  a  week,  and  is  very  successful ,  it  numbers  between  two  and 
three  hundred.  They  have  a  reading-room,  which  is  open 
through  the  day  and  evening ;  the  average  attendance  is  about 
one  hundred.  They  have  had  a  course  of  lectures,  which  bavo 
proved  vety  profitable  as. well  as  interesting;  these  have  been  free. 
They  support  fifteen  neighborhood  prayer-meetings  indifferent 
parts  of  the  city,  which  have  already  resulted  in  the  conversion  of 
many  souls.  They  have  their  committees  to  look  after  the  desti- 
tute, find  young  men  suitable  boarding-places  and  work  when 
they  can.  They  ore  alive  and  determined,  and  have  at  their 
head  an  efficient  president,  Howard  S.  Porter,  who  believes  in 
practical  work,  and  will  not  be  satisfied  with  anything  less.  The 
Association  is  fortunate  in  having  for  officers  men  that  will 
work." 


NEW-YOBK. 

BrooJdyn.— This  Association  received  2000  new  members 
daring  the  last  three  months  of  last  year.  The  relief  depart  ment 
of  the  Association,  under  the  judicious  supervision  of  G.  T.  Clark, 
is  doing  much  good.    The  Union  says : 

"We  eall  special  attention  to  the  Tonng  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation in  this  city,  to  the  curriculum  of  study  and  the  brilliant 
course  of  scientific  lectures  which  it  offers  to  its  members.  The 
lecturers  are  among  the  most  distinguished  scientists  in  the  coun- 
try. Yet  this  is  but  a  tithe  of  the  advantages  which  it  offers.  The 
warm  and  radiant  parlors ;  the  reading-room,  with  its  ample  se- 
lection of  periodicals  and  leading  American  and  European  journals; 
the  library,  with  its  six  thousand  volumes ;  its  classes  in  calis- 
thenics, book-keeping,  French,  Spanish,  German,  mathematics, 
penmanship,  music  and  drawing;  its  concerts, its  meetings  for 
prayer,  its  social  reunions,  altogether  form  a  series  of  attractions 
of  a  high  mental,  social,  and  spiritual  order,  such  as  few  other  as- 
sociations offer  to  young  men  and  women  jointly,  for  the  little 
stipend  of  $3  a  year.  What  a  benieon  to  our  city  1  What  a 
boon  to  our  youth,  especially  to  our  young  men  and  women  who 
are  struggling  their  way  into  life,  far  from  their  homes  and  the 
saving  associations  of  the  best  personal  relationships.  To  all  such 
within  the  reach  of  onr  columns  we  can  but  say :  Read  what  good 
fellowship,  what  blessed  cheer,  what  advanced  scholarship,  awaits 
yon  for  just  the  taking — the  taking  with  a  will,' with  a  consecra- 
tion to  higher  things,  with  a  purpose  to  make  the  most  and  the 
best  of  yourselves  and  every  power  your  Creator  has  granted 
yon." 

Buffalo. — The  soup  and  coffee  room  recently  established  by 
the  Buffalo  Association  is  doing  a  successful  business.  It  has 
been  found  necessary  to  Increase  its  facilities  and  accommodations. 
It  is  largely  patronized  by  the  laboring  class. 

New-York. — The  twentieth  anniversary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  the  city  of  New- York  was  held  in  Associ- 
ation Hall.  The  President,  Morris  K.  Jessup,  presided.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  opened  with  a  chant.  Rev.  Dr.  Sabine  conducted' 
the  devotional  exercises.  The  present  number  of  members  is 
6000.  The  receipts  during  the  year  were  $56,309.  Rev.  Dr.  Tyng, 
an  old  and  firm  friend  of  the  Association,  was  introduced,  and 
warmly  applauded.  He  briefly  reviewed  the  good  work  done  by 
the  Association,  and  complimented  the  members  on  their  great 
activity.  Rev.  Way  land  Hoyt,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Hall  also  deliverd  addresses. 

OHIO. 

AalUand.—P.  Q.  Stoner,  President  of  the  Ashland  Associ- 
ation, says:  "  We  are  having  very  good  meetings  here  at  present ; 
but  we  are  all  feeling  very  sad  indeed.  We  buried  O.  Ware  Jen- 
nings yesterday.  He  was  the  most  active  member  we  have  had 
for  the  last  year.  We  shall  miss  him  much.  We  have  no  one 
that  can  fill  his  place.  Our  prayer  is  that  God  will  sanctify  this 
affliction  to  our  lasting  good. 

Portsmouth. — The  anniversary  meeting  of  this  Association 
was  held  at  the  Presbyterian  church.  After  an  opening  piece  of 
music,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  the  Association  was 
called  to  order  by  the  President,  M.  S.  Campbell.  After  the 
singing  of  "  Soldiers  of  the  Cross,  arise."  the  Treasurer,  Wm.  H. 

Bomall,  reported  receipts,  $961.43;  disbursements,  $908.«0 ;  on 
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hand.  $5820;  and  an  indebtedness  of  about  $500,  principally 
to  the  Superintendent,  which  should  be  offiet  by  the  amOnnt 
due  from  the  school  board  for  attending  to  the  library.  The  fol- 
lowing officer*  were  installed  for  the  enininar  year: 

President,  Win.  Rhodes :  Vic*-Pre»id»nt,  John  Peebles  ;  Corre- 
sonnding  Secretary,  W  II.  Bnnaall :  Treasnrer,  J.  W.  Overturf  ; 
Recording  Secretary.  W.  B.  Grice ;  Executive  Committee,  T  C. 
Lewis,  M.  S.  Campbell,  B.  F.  Richardson,  John  Heid,  George  Hoi- 


After  the  installation  followed  the  address  of  the  retiring  Presi- 
dent, M.  S.  Campbell,  and  the  inaugural  address  of  President 
Rhodes.    Mr.  Campbell  said :  ' 

"  In  presenting  to  yon  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
of  this  Association,  we  would  gladly  note  all  that  can  be  con- 
sidered Teal  progress. 

"  The  surest  gain  has  perhaps  been  in  the  better  experience  of 
oar  committees,  who  seem  to  hare  labored  more  directly  for  the 
conversion  of  those  to  whom  they  have  been  sent,  while  the  dis- 
tribution of  papers,  and  relieving  the  wants  of  the  poor,  as  far  as 
it  was  in  our  power,  has  not  been  neglected.  We  think  we  have 
all  felt  more  than  ever  the  necessity  of  a  greater  sacrifice,  a  fuller 
consecration  to  this  work ;  for  unlet*  we  contribute,  in  some  way, 
to  the  salvation  of  our  fellow-men,  our  mission  will  not  have 
been  accomplished.  This  is  not  so  much  the  work  of  willing 
hands  or  active  minds,  but  it  is  the  work  of  devoted  hearts.  If 
we  hive.by  prayer  and  falth.obtalned  a  clearer  conception  of  what 
our  Teal  work  should  be,  much  we  think  has  been  gained ;  and 
this  connected  with  the  thought  that  the  kindest  foellngs  and 
genuine  Christian  sentiments  have  prevailed,  throughout  the 
year,  in  all  our  efforts,  ought  to  encourage  us.  By  the  better  dis- 
tribution of  labor,  and  the  addition  of  a  very  important  com- 
mittee to  the  list  of  regular  officers,  we  had  great  hope  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  to  see  the  work  go  forward  ;  and  we  think  if 
we  have  experienced  nny  disappointment,  it  has  grown  out  of  the 
lac:  that  our  committees  have  been  thronged  with  other  work. 
The  finance  department,  in  any  permanent  organization,  is  a 
very  important  part,  and  we  trust  that  we  shall  be  relieved  from 
all  embarrassment  by  the  plans  suggested  by  the  Chairman  of  our 
Finance  Committee.  All  of  us  are  disposed  to  complain  of  over- 
work, but  let  ns  remember  that  heaven  has  no  rest  for  him  who 
is  not  weary  with  toll  in  oar  Master's  vineyard.  No  thought  or' 
past  labor  ever  disturbs  us  when  the  work  is  done ;  but  we  rather 
rejoice  that  by  labor  we  are  prepared  for  rest.  So  will  it  be,  at  we 
go  down  the  western  slope  of  lite,  onr  burdens  may  press  us  to 
the  shore,  but  we  shall  cast  them  off  at  last,  and  forget  them  too, 
if  we  are  but  counted  worthy,  through  patient  faith,  to  obtain  the 
crown,  and  made  ready,  by  work,  to  enjoy  heaven  and  its  rest. 
Bat  to  the  prevalence  of  one  thought  we  earnestly  and  hopefully 
look ;  it  is  the  thought  that  this  Association  may  be  recognized  as 
a  peimanent  institution  in  our  city.  Many  of  those  who  first 
subscribed  supposed  that  it  was  to  last  but  a  short  time,  and  some 
have  manifested  surprise  when  they  were  called  upon  to  renew 
their  contribution;  but  to  as,  who  have  engaged  in  the  work, 
there  is  ao  thought  that  this  is  the  end.  Four  years'  experience 
has  taught  us  that  the  work  is  a  vast  one,  and  we  think,  when 
this  Association  shall  be  established  upon  a  permanent  basis, 
recognized  as  one  of  our  sacred  institutions,  sustained  by  the 
Christian  sentiment  of  this  entire  community,  and  owning  a  good 
building  and  library,  the  work  will  only  be  really  commenced. 
There  can  be  no  question  as  to  what  is  our  duty  in  this  respect. 
We  cannot  do  wimout  these  things.  A  good  room  belonging  to 
the  Association,  with  all  the  recent  publications,  such  as  books 
and  periodicals,  with  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  officers  and 
committees,  would  soon  correct  the  sentiment  and  give  us  the 
tureit  pledge  of  the  support  of  the  community.  We  need  not 
lear,  if  we  are  faithful  to  the  trust  whicn  tue  community  has 
already  placed  in  us,  for  society  has  long  felt  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing the  very  work  done  which  we  have  b<jen  striving,  for  the  last 
four  years,  to  accomplish. 

"  Our  city  churches  sre  the  finest  buildings  in  this  country;  they 
occupy  some  of  the  best  localities,  they  mark  the  generosity,  the 
free- will  offering  of  a  grateful  people,  and  yet  every  church-door 
is  closed  about  five  nights  out  of  every  six  during  the  week, while 
our  young  men,  many  of  them,  without  books,  and  without  a 
place  to  read,  are  almost  driven  .from  our  homes  into  places  oi 
vitas.  Not  a  church  among  all  our  boasted  number  has  ever 
thought  of  providing  a  place  for  these  young  men,  while  our 
hearts  nave  often  been  pained  by  words  of  discouragement,  in 
reference  to  Association  work,  by  some  of  our  wealthy  Christians, 
who  have  effcc.ually  closed  their  churches,  closed  their  libraries, 
closad  their  homes,  and  closed  their  hearts  to  every  young  man 
that  comes  into  our  city,  it  he  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  poor  and 
a  stranger. 

"  Christian  friends,  what  are  we  doing?  Has  God  given  us  such 
sacred  things  as  home,  and  church,  and  Christian  influence,  only 
to  shut  ourselves  up  and  be  deceived  by  the  delusion  that  to  get 
and  hold  is  the  mark  of  true  greatness  T    It  is  good  to  potsess 


these  things,  it  is  grand  to  feel  the  warm  pulsations  of  a  Christian 
life  throbbing  in  our  veins,  but  oh  !  it  is  grander  still  to  spend 
the  energies  of  that  life  in  saving  a  soul  from  death  1  It  may 
be  great  in  our  judgment  to  possess  the  wealth  of  this  world, 
it  may  be  man-like  to  cultivate  this  self  of  ours,  to  develop  its 
powers  of  thought  and  feeling,  but  it  is  God-like  to  sacrifice  it 
all  for  the  good  of  the  race,  and,  baptized  by  tho  Spirit  of  Christ, 
to  follow  in  his  footsteps ! 

*■  Often  have  we  felt,  in  the  last  two  years,  that  it  was  blessed  to 
labor  with  those  whose  sympathy  was  ever  present,  and  as  our 
many  imperfections  come  back  to  mind,  we  can  only  feel  grateful 
to  you  for  your  forebearance,  and  pray  most  earnestly  that  God's 
Dles»ing  may  rest  on  our  successor,  whose  experience  and  devo- 
tion eminently  fit  him  for  this  position." 

Mr.  Rhodes  said: 

"  It  is  with  a  degree  of  reluctance  and  hesitation  that  I  accept 
the  responsible  positiou  to  which  you  have  seen  fit  to  call  me. 
Not  that  my  heart  is  not  In  full  sympathy  with  all  the  interests 
of  this  Association,  nor  that  I  have  a  desire  to  shrink  from  any 
duty  that  my  Divine  Master  lays  upon  me.  But  there  are  other* 
who  have  more  time  to  devote  to  the  work,  and  who  are  better 
qualified  to  discharge  acceptably  the  duties  of  this  office.  I  thank 
you  for  the  honor  thus  bestowed  upon  me,  but  1  desire  to  accept 
no  position  where  I  cannot  give  all  the  honor  to  my  Lord  and 
Master. 

"  It  will  be  seen  by  the  annual  reports.that  this  Association  has 
made  steady  progress  since  its  organization,  although  discourage- 
ments and  obstacles  have  at  times  seemed  to  binder  the  work,  yet 
we  have  been  led  to  a  firmer  trust  in  the  precious  promises  of 
Him  woo  said,  '  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway.' 

••  But  our  duties  at  this  time  are  not  with  the  past.  The  divine 
command  comes  to  us, '  Go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard.'  And 
while  we  are  discharging  the  duties  of  to-day,  we  are  to  take,  a 
look-oat  upon  the  broad  future,  and  endeavor  to  comprehend  the 
magnitude  of  the  work  before  us,  to  gird  us  for  the  toil,  and  go 
forth  in  the  strength  of  the  mighty  arm  of  the  Lord. 

"  We  are  organized  iu  the  name  of  Christian  people  of  this  com- 
munity. We  go  forth  in  the  name  of  Christ  our  King,  and  He  1* 
able  to  give  us  success.  We  earuestly  ask  our  churches  and  pas- 
tors to  lend  us  a  helping  hand.  Do  not  give  us  the  '  cold  shoul- 
der,' but  give  us  your  hearty  •  God-speed,'  and,  Christian  people 
of  Portsmouth,  we  want  your  help,  by  your  prayers,  your  influ- 
ence, your  labor  and  your  means.  Do  not  question  our  right 
to  the  work.  Is  not  the  field  large  T  the  harvest  ripe  T  Does  it 
not  call  for  mors  hborertt  We  are  commanded  to  thrust  in  the 
sickle  and  reap  a  lull  harvest,  and  to  do  this  successfully  tea  mutt 
organite. 

"  What  if  our  streets  were  infested  by  marauding  banda.armed 
with  deadly  weapons,  plundering  our  homes,  and  seeking  the 
lives  of  our  noblest  citizens  f  Should  we  not  organize  speedily  to 
bring  them  to  Justice,  or  drive  them  from  our  limits  aud  restore 
quiet  and  safety  ?  And  have  we  not  a  worss  foe  to  contend  with — 
the  enemy  of  our  souls  seeking  to  drag  our  young  men  down  to 
sin  and  death  t 

"  Have  we  not  drinklng-saloonshouses  of  ill-fame,and  gambling- 
houses  by  scores Y  Are  not  their  doors  thiown  wide  open  to  en- 
tice our  young  men  away  from  the  happy  home  circle  to  lives  of 
vice,  debauchery,  and  crime  t  Do  not  the  keepers  of  these  stand 
night  and  day  with  deadly  weapons  in  their  hands,  weapons  that 
kill  not  only  tbo  body,  but  the  soul  t 

"  And  while  all  this  is  going  on  in  onr  midst.shall  we  not  organ- 
ize to  save  our  young  men,  the  noblest  amongst  us,  those  upon 
whom  soon  must  rest  the  responsibilities  of  society,  and  the  work 
of  carrying  forward  the  interests  of  our  Master's  kingdom  T 

"Go  witn  our  committee.!  to  our  county  jail.  There  see  the  aged, 
and  the  middle-aged,  who  perhaps  for  the  want  of  Christian  influ- 
ence in  early  da)  s  have  advanced  in  crime  as  they  have  advanced 
in  years.  There  see  the  youngmeo,  whose  familiar  faces  we  have 
been  wont  to  sen  on  our  streets.  Some  of  them  perhaps  are  near 
to  us  by  kindred  ties,  but  who  have  already  a  firm  foothold  on 
the  great  stage  of  crime.  Look  at  them,  and  then  ask  yourselves 
whether  the  Young  Merit  Christian  Association  has  not  a  great 
and  important  wont  to  do  ?  Ask  yourselves  whether  there  is  not 
some  responsibility  resting  upon  you  as  a  Christian  people. 

"  Let  us  not  raise  the  question  whether  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association  is  interfering  with  the  work  ot  our  churches, 
but  let  us  have  the  cooperation  of  every  Christian  man  and  wo- 
man in  the  land,  and  if  God  is  pleased  to  honor  our  labors  in  the 
conversion  of  souls  (which  we  trust  He  has  done),  then  to  Him  be 
all  the  glsry,  and  to  us,  if  we  are  faithful,  a  crown  of  eternal 
life." 

••  Rescue  the  Perishing,"  was  sung  by  Mr.  Nichols.  Addresses 
were  made  by  llov.  Dr.  Pratt,  Rev.  Mr.  Jones,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Ket- 
chum,  after  wh  ch  the  Doxology  was  sung,  and  the  benediction 
pronounced  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hickman. 

Zanesville. — Robert  Thompson,  Superintendent  of  the  Zanf  s- 
ville  Association,  says :  "  Wehave  two  o  m/or  table  anl  attracts • 
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looms  in  tlie  business  part  of  the  city.  They  are  open  from  7 
aj*.  till  9.30  p.m  ,  and  well  supplied  with  dally,  weekly,  and 
monthly  papers  and  magazines.  A  prayer-meeting  is  held  in  our 
rooms  every  morning  from  8.30  to  9  with  a  very  good  attendance. 
A  Sabbath  afternoon  meeting  at  8  30  is  held  in  the  different 
churches  alternately.  These  meetings  are  largely  attended,  and 
generally  very  interesting.  There  is  a  revival  interest  in  several 
of  the  churches.  There  have  been  a  few  conversions,  and  many 
are  inquiring  the  way.  Some  of  oar  members  conduct  a  Sabbath- 
school  at  the  Children's  Home,  and  one  in  another  part  of  the  city. 
Our  Lecture  Committee  are  treating  our  citizens  to  a  course  of  five 
lectures  by  such  popular  lecturers  as  Edmund  Yates  and  John  B. 
Gough.  At  the  annual  election  in  January,  the  following  officers 
were  elected : 

President,  Kev.  R.  S.  James. 

Vice-President,  Dr.  W.  M .  Kerriot. 

Recording  Secretary,  James  M.  Fitts. 

Corretponding  Secretary,  E.  Sullivan. 

Treasurer,  Dr.  H.  Q.  O.  Cary. 

Under  the  auspicies  of  the  Association,  the  ladies  maintain  a 
very  important  and  useful  sewing-school  for  young  girls.  We 
take  the  following  account  of  this  mission  from  the  Courier  .- 

"  Some  four  years  ago,  Mrs.  Van  Buren,  with  other  ladies,  or- 
ganized a  sewing  mission  for  little  girls,  with  the  design  of  teach- 
ing the  children  bow  to  work, schooling  them  in  habits  of  indus- 
try, supplying  them  with  clothing,  and  at  the  same  time  inculcat- 
ing lessons  of  divine  truth.  At  first,  this  work  of  philanthropy 
was  met  by  numerous  discouraging  circumstances,  but  the  ladies 
who  had  it  in  charge  persisted  earnestly  and  faithfully  until,  at 
length,  they  have  seen  their  missionary  enterprise  crowned  with 
a  glorious  success.  The  school  now  numbers  about  180  little  girls, 
the  eldest  perhaps  not  more  than  twelve,  and  the  youngest  some 
six  or  seven  years.  Mrs.  H.  Q.  O.  Cary  is  the  Superintendent 
(Mrs.  Van  Buren  having  removed  from  the  city),  assisted  by  a 
number  of  ladies  who  act  as  teachers.  On  Wednesday  afternoon 
of  each  week,  the  teachers  and  officers  of  the  mission  meet  and  cot 
oat  work-— dresses,  aprons,  underclothing,  etc.— of  goods  donated 
by  charitably-disposed  citizens,  and  on  the  following  Saturday 
the  children  meet  and,  under  the  instruction  of  their  teachers, 
make  np  the  clothing  which  is  generously  given  them,  thus  sup- 
plying the  scholars  with  such  snides  of  apparel  as  they  greatly 
need,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  them  an  incentive  to  work. 
A  knitting-class  has  been  organized  which  has  progressed  admir- 
ably. It  is  pleasing  to  visit  this  school,  and  see  the  bright,  cheer- 
ful, hopeful,  little  laces  while  fingers  are  busy  at  work  under  the 
instruction  of  kind  teachers.  The  school  is  now  a  branch  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  holds  its  meetings  at  the 
roams  of  the  Association  on  Main-street.  Last  Saturday  afternoon 
was  a  kind  of  holiday.  The  exercises  began  with  prayer,  singing, 
and  a  short  address  by  Bev.  Mr.  Shrom,  after  which  Charles  W. 
Chandler,  Esq.,  with  a  magic  lantern,  delighted  the  children  and 
friends  of  the  mission  for  more  than  an  hour  with  beautiful  pic- 
tures. The  delight  of  the  little  folks,  as  picture  after  picture  was 
thrown  upon  the  canvas,  was  beyond  bounds,  aod  tne  occasion 
was  one  which  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  onildren  of  the 
mission." 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Qermantowtu— The  monthly  meeting  for  January  was  well 
attended  and  exceedingly  interesting.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Vail.  Professor  Johnson  sang  a  hymn  which  he  said  was  com- 
posed by  a  man  who  was  led  from  being  a  drunkard  to  become  a 
follower  of  Christ  by  the  influence  of  the  Association  in  Pitts- 
burgh. The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Matlack.  Francis  W.  Kennedy  read  an  essay  on  "  The 
House  of  Orleans."  Mr.  Stroud,  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  offered 
the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Association  authorize  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  purchase  the  property  known  as  the  First  Presbyterian 
church,  on  Main-street,  below  Haines,  for  the  sum  of  $25,000,  and 
to  refund  to  Mr.  William  Adsmson  the  amount  that  has  been  or 
may  be  expended  by  him  in  the  alteration  and  improvement  of 
the  property." 

Mr.  StToud  then  made  a  statement  of  the  fact  that  the  property 
had  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Adamson.  and  remodelled  in  very 
handsome  style  to  meet  the  purposes  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Vail 
commended  very  warmly  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Adamson.  and 
classed  the  ball  among  the  very  beet  in  the  country.  Mr.  Travis 
congratulated  the  Association  on  the  favorable  circumstances 


under  which  it  would  now  go  forward  in  its  work.  There  woe 
cause  for  hearty  rejoicing  that  such  good  friends  had  been  found 
to  pioneer  its  course,  and  the  work  already  done,  and  the  libera! 
gifts  already  made,  should  be  looked  upon  as  such  a  valuable 
guarantee  of  complete  success  as  to  stimulate  every  one  to  exer- 
tion. A  vigorous,  united  effort  now  will  be  sufficient  to  secure  all 
the  funds  needed,  and  give  the  Association  the  control  of  as  desir- 
able a  property  as  ODy  Association  in  the  country.  Mr.  Roberts 
stated,  that  the  sum  proposed  to  be  raised  was  $60,000 ;  of  this 
amount,  $32,000  was  already  in  hand,  and  $38,000  yet  to  be  raised. 
The  song,  "  One  more  day's  work  for  Jesus,"  was  then  sung  by 
Professor  Johnson,  and  the  audience  joined  in  the  chorus.  Mr. 
Adamson  offered  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  P.  K.  Freas,  of  the 
Germautowu  Telegraph,  for  a  donation  of  fifty-five  valuable  vol- 
umes for  the  library.  Adopted.  Mr.  Roberts  offered  a  resolution 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Kennedy  for  his  interesting  essay,  and  to  Profes- 
sor Johnson  for  his  excellent  music.  Adopted.  Adjourned  and 
closed  by  the  singing  of  the  long-metre  doxology,  and  the  bene- 
diction by  Rev.  Mr.  Travis. 

Lancaster.  —  The.  third  anniversary  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  of  this  city  was  held  last  month.  The  ex- 
ercises were  opened  with  congregational  singing,  the  selection 
being  the  beautiful  hymn  entitled  "  Jesus  shall  Reign,"  and  read- 
ing the  Scriptures  and  prayer,  by  Bishop  Bigler. 

A  sacred  song  was  sung  by  Prof.  William  Johnson,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

After  a  few  introductory  remarks  by  the  Chairman,  Rev.  B.  C. 
Suesserott,  D.  S.  Bursk,  President  of  the  Association,  read  the 
annual  report,  from  which  we  give  the  following  extracts : 

"  Though  no  year  of  onr  Association  has  been  without  the 
evidences  of  divine  approval,  the  past  has  been  especially  marked, 
and  will,  we  doubt  not,  be  referred  to  in  after  years  as  one  of  the 
most  important  in  its  history.  Substantial  progress  has  been 
made  in  almost  every  direction.  Convinced  by  experience  that 
our  work  could  not  be  carried  on  successfully  in  the  rooms  we  oc- 
cupied, the  whole  second  story  of  Locher's  new  building  was 
rented  while  yet  unfinished,  and  the  partitions  and  other  arrange- 
ments made  under  the  supervision  of  the  officers  of  the  Associ- 
ation. Assured  by  the  earnest  interest  and  active  efforts  of  the 
Christian  ladies  of  Lancaster ,to  whom  we  desire  to  express  our  most 
sincere  thankB,  it  was  determined  to  proceed  with  the  furnishing 
of  the  rooms,  and  at  least  partially  supplying  the  library  with 
books  as  soon  as  the  building  would  be  finished.  The  hopes 
upon  which  this  work  was  based  were  not  disappointed.  Early 
in  the  fall,  many  of  the  ladles  of  the  different  churches  succeeded 
in  getting  np  a  fair,  which  netted  the  Association  about  $2300. 
The  three  large  and  spacious  rooms,  now  occupied  and  consisting 
"of  a  reading-room,  parlor,  and  lecture-  room,  have  been  furnished 
in  a  substantial  and  comfortable  manner,  and  afford  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  can  be  desired.  The  library  and  reading-room 
have  been  supplied  with  the  choicest  and  latest  reading  matter ; 
1525  volumes  of  standard  and  popular  literature,  and  books  of 
reference,  properly  arranged  and  classified,  have  been  placed  upon 
the  shelves ;  38  daily  and  weekly  papers,  15  magazines  and  quar- 
terlies, can  constantly  be  found  upon  the  tables  of  the  reading- 
room.  That  these  advantages  are  appreciated  by  many  of  the 
young  men  of  the  city  is  conclusively  shown  by  the  large  and  in- 
creasing attendance  at  the  rooms,  now  averaging  70  daily.  The 
number  of  books  taken  from  the  rooms  dally  average  35.  We 
have  an  open  door,  and  should  be  glad  to  welcome  all.  Ninety- 
lour  new  members  were  elected  to  the  Association  lsst  year,  mak 
ing  the  membership  at  the  present  date  240,  which  is  as  follows : 

Active ..180 

Associate. 07 

Life  and  sustaining 23 

The  different  enterprises  undertaken  by  the  Association  have  been 
prosecuted  with  a  good  degree  of  vigor.  Open-air  services  have 
been  held  during  the  summer  at  two  different  points  in  the  city 
every  Sunday  evening,  at  such  hours  as  not'  to  conflict  with  the 
staled  services  in  the  churches.  Cottage  prayer-meetings  have 
been  held  in  different  sections  of  the  city,  and  are  to  be  oontinued 
throughout  the  winter  season.  Tne  weekly  service  at  the  prison 
has  been  maintained  with  the  evidence  of  a  good  deal  of  in- 
terest upon  the  part  of  the  prisoners.  The  Association  owes 
much  to  the  kindly  cooperation  of  the  Christian  ladies  who  give 
8»  much  encouragement  by  their  presence,  and  aid  so  substantial-  - 
ly  by  their  sacred  songs.  By  the  recent  revision  of  the  constitu- 
tion, a  much  better  organization  of  the  Association,  has  been  se- 
cured, and  its  financial  and  business  matters  have  been  committed 
to  the  hands  of  men  whose  names  will  be  a  guaranty  to  tho  com- 
munity that  they  will  be  managed  with  prudence  and  care.  By 
this  means  also  the  monthly  meetings -hitherto  devoted.to  busi- 
ness will  bs  used  for  social  and  religious  improvement.    It  is 
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contemplated  to  establish  a  weekly  Bible-class  In  the  hall,  In 
which  we  propose  to  adopt  the  lessons  of  the  International  Series, 
and  to  which  we  shall  welcome  the  superintendents  and  teachers 
of  Sabbath  school*,  and  all  who  are  desirous  of  a  better  acquaint- 
ance with  the  word  of  God.  Classes  for  instruction  in  various  de- 
partments will  be  formed,  and  a  course  of  scientific  lectures  will 
be  given  if  arrangements  can  be  made.  At  our  last  anniversary 
there  was  an  indebtedness  of  over  $300,  without  any  property, 
excepting  a  few  volumes  of  books  and  pamphlets.  Measured  by 
this  standard,  our  progress  can  be  readily  appreciated  by  all. 
Without  proper  accommodations  for  doing  the  work,  we  were  un- 
able to  undertake  an  important  part  in  H.  We  were  burdened  by 
debt  without  any  assets.  Now,  by  the  blessing  of  God  and  the 
kindly  cooperation  of  Christian  men  and  women,  we  are  possessed 
of  property  amounting  to  $3800,  which  furnishes  full  facilities  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  present  work  which  we  have  undertaken  to 
do.  Moneys  received  during  the  past  year  from  all  sources,  $3140.- 
81.  Expenditures  dnring  the  year,  $3090.41  Showing  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $48.90.  Tho  outstanding  liabilities,  all  of 
which  have  been  incurred  on  account  of  library,  amount  to  about 
$1200.  Toward  meeting  this  we  have  from  subscription  now 
due,  about  $800,  leaving  a  balance  of  $400  to  be  provided  for.  In- 
creased facilities  and  advantages  bring  with  them  increased  ex- 
pense', and  as  our  Association  is  In  a  great  measure  a  public  in- 
stitution, a  public  necessity,  and  a  public  good,  we  confidently 
look  for  and:  expect  the  steady  sympathy  and  aid  of  all  who 
are  the  friends  of  the  young  men  of  our  city.  With  better 
facilities  for  the  prosecution  of  our  work,  and  with  larger 
and  better  systematized  working  force  in  the  Association,  we  feel 
Justified  in  encouraging  the  hope  that  much  better  things  than 
have  yet  been  done  are  in  store  for  the  future." 

Richard  C.  Morse,  of  New-York,  Secretary  of  the  International 
Executive  Committee  of  the  United  States  and  British  Provinces, 
was  introduced,  and  gave  an  interesting  account  of  the  meeting 
of  Christian  Association  delegates  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land. Seven  different  nations  was  represented,  and  four  different 
languages  were  spoken.  The  hymns  were  printed  in  four  lan- 
guages. Although  so  different,  and  apparently  so  far  apart,  these 
delegates  were  gradually  drawn  together,  as  a  common  family, 
and  all  was  harmony  in  one  common,  central  idea — a  love  for  our 
Saviour.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  was  sung  by  the  audience,  led  by 
Prof.  Johnson.  Mr.  Bursk  stated  that  he  was  not  gring  to  make 
a  speech,  neither  was  he  going  to  beg.  But,  inasmuch  as  some 
persons  present  might  feel  offended  if  they  were  not  permitted  to 
give  something,  a  collection  would  be  taken.  Prof.  Johnson  sang 
a  sacred  song,  and  made  some  well-timed  remarks,  directed  to 
the  young  men  of  the  Association.  Judge  Livingston  remarked 
that  he  was  glad  there  were  so  many  fathers  and  mothers  and  so 
many  young  ladies  present  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  young 
men.  The  ladies  must  take  care  of  them.  He  spoke  in  his  usual 
felicitous  manner,  making  valuable  suggestions  to  the  members 
of  the  Association,  and  closing  his  remarks  amid  hearty  applause. 
After  a  "  Song  for  the  Blues,"  by  Prof.  Johnson,  the  exercises 
were  closed  with  the  benediction  by  Re  r.  A  H.  Kremer,  D.D. 

Philadelphia.— The  Philadelphia  Association  held  its  an- 
niversary In  the  Academy  ot  Music.  Addresses  were  delivered 
by  Revs.  Dr.  John  Hall,  of  New- York,  -Dr.  Henry  Warren,  and 
Dr.  Mnehmore,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Vice-President  Schuyler 
Colfax  and  Senator  Henry  Wilson. 

Pieasantville. — The  Pleaaantville  correspondent  of  the 
Presbyterian.  Banner  says : 

"  During  the '  Week  of  Prayer'  our  churches,  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  inaugurated  a 
series  of '  Union  Meetings,'  which  have  progressed  unremittingly 
every  evening  up  to  the  present  writing,  producing  effects  of  the 
most  interesting  and  gratifying  nature.  Numbers  of  our  youth 
have  found  that  peace  of  God  which  passeth  understanding,  and 
very  many  more  are  inquiring.  Old  Christians  have  renewed 
their  vows;  old  differences  have  been  adjusted;  denominational 
lines,  for  the  time  at  least,  obliterated  ;  and  all  have  enlisted 
under  the  victorious  banner  of  a  common  Saviour.  Our  whole 
community  is  being  moved  by  these  manifestations  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  we  anticipate  an  abundant  harvest  of  brotherly  love, 
peace,  anion,  and  good-will.  On  Friday  evening,  at  the-  conclu- 
sion of  the  fourth  week  of  these  meetings,  it  was  unanimously  de- 
termined to  continue  them  indefinitely,  or  at  least  as  long  as  any 
visible  benefits  are  to  be  derived.  The  chief  workers  are  Rev.  J. 
J.  Smyth,  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  Rev.  John  Trowbridge,  of 
the  Baptist  church,  and  Rev.  A  J.  Lindsay,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  The  meetings  are  held  alternately  in  each 
church.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  send  further  accounts  to  the 
Banner  of  this  glorious  work." 

.  W«f/n«»&©ro.— The  Waynesboro  Association  recently  cele- 
brated Its  first  anniversary.    From  the  practical  and  sensible  ad- 


dress of  Joseph  Price,  Esq.,  the  newly-elected  President,  we  give 
the  following  extracts: 

"  We  may  not  have  Been  as  much  fruit  of  our  labors  as  wh 
might  have  expected,  but  surely  our  labors  have  not  been  entirely 
in  vain.  Our  Sabbath  afternoon  prayer-meetings  have  been  well 
attended,  and  are  weekly  growing  in  interest,  and  we  have  every 
reason  to  hope  they  are  doing  much  good. 

"  We  have  bad  a  few  sprinklings  the  past  year,  not  the  showers 
of  blessing.  When  will  they  come  ?  This  year?  Why  not  this 
year  t  God  is  able  to  do  it,  God  is  willing  to  do  it,  if  we  ask  Htm 
in  faith.  Christ  said, '  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  My 
name,  that  I  will  do.' 

"  Then  let  us  not  pray  as  an  experiment,  doubting  whether  He 
will  answer ;  but  let  us  take  Him  at  His  word,  and  pray  with  failh, 
believing  He  will  bless  us  if  we  ask  aright. 

"  What  we  want  to  make  this  Association  vigorous  and  success- 
ful is,  not  bustle,  but  business ;  not*  parade  and  puffery,  but  pa- 
tient prayer  and  persevering  work.  We  want  the  full  following 
of  Christ  with  the  whole  heart,  for  the  whole  time,  and  for  the 
whole  life  campaign. 

"  Christ  started  His  Church  on  the  principle  of  entire  consecra- 
tion ;  and  He  said, '  Whosoever  would  follow  Me,  let  him  leave 
all.'  Again  He  said, '  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  Mammon,'  and 
again  He  said, «  He  that  is  not  for  Me  is  against  Me.'  It  was  sa- 
tire consecration  or  nothing.  Christ  would  have  no  half-hearted 
disciples. 

"  A  thorough-going  Christian  loves  duty,  and  never  says :  '  I 
pray  thee,  have  me  excused.'  Let  us  pray  the  Lord  of  the  har- 
vest that  He  sand  us  many  such  laborers,  for  truly  the  fields  are 
white  to  the  harvest." 

Rev.  S.  A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  and  Prof.  William  Johnson,  ot  Philadelphia, 
held  a  District  Convention  at  Wayensboro,  February  4th  and  5th. 

The  meetings  on  Tuesday,  the  4th,  were  held  in  the  Presbyte- 
rian church  The  opening  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  O.  L» 
Keedy.  Prof.  William  Johnson  led  the  singing.  Stirring  ad- 
dresses were  made  by  the  same  gentlemen  and  by  Rev.  8.  A. 
Taggart.  In  the  evening  the  church  was  crowded  with  an  atten- 
tive congregation.  Rev.  John  Donahue  conducted  the  devotional 
exercises,  alter  which  brief  speeches  concerning  the  work  of  the 
Waynesboro  Association  were  made  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Keedy  and 
McClean,  and  Lew.  W.  Detrich  and  Joseph  Douglas,  Eeqs.  Sub- 
sequently, "  Cottage  or  neighborhood  prayer-meetings"  was  dis- 
cussed. The  opening  address  was  made  by  Rev.  Richard  C. 
Morse,  who  gave  his  observations  of  the  value  of  prayer-meetings 
in  private  houses  and  elsewhere  in  destitute  neighborhoods.  Re- 
vivals had  resulted  from  them.  Professor  Johnson  spoke  of  a 
meeting  in  the  home  of  a  poor  family  in  Philadelphia,  and  the 
gratifying  results  that  followed.  An  interesting  and  profitable 
feature  of  the  evening's  exercises  was  a  "  Praise  and  Promise 
Meeting,"  conducted  by  Prof.  Johnson.  Passages  of  Scripture 
were  recited  by  various  persons  in  the  congregation,  and  these 
were  interspersed  with  suitable  hymns,  remarks,  and  prayers.  A 
collection  was  taken  up  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  for  the  Asso- 
ciation. 

On  Wednesday  morning  a  goodly  number  assembled  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  The  devotional  exercises  were  under 
the  leadership  of  Rev.  Mr.  Morse.  At  their  close  a  discussion  on 
"  Bible-classes"  was  opened  by  the  same  gentleman.  The  fact  was 
elicited  that  they  are  a  more  prominent  feature  of  the.  work  of  the 
Association  in  England  than  in  our  own  country.    Rev.  Mr.  Tag- 

Srt,  Prof.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Detrich  took  part  in  the  discussion, 
tereeiini;  facts  were  stated,  and  valuable  hints  given  for  con- 
ducting Bible-classes.  In  the  afternoon,  in  the  same  church,  the 
children  of  the  public  schools  were  present  in  large  numbers. 
They  were  deeply  interested,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  exer- 
cises, intended  especially  for  them,  both  in  singing  and  the  rep- 
etition of  texts  of  Scripture.  Suitable  addresses  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Johnson,  Morse,  and  Taggart.  The  propriety  of  sendino; 
a  delegation  to  Greencastle  to  awaken  interest  in  the  formation  of 
an  Association  in  that  place  was  considered.  It  was  finally 
agreed  that  President  Price,  of  the  Waynesboro  Association.- 
should  at  once  telegraph  to  the  pastors,  to  announce  meetings  to- 
be  held  next  day  at  that  place. 

The  closing  meeting  ou  Wednesday  evening  was  held  in  the' 
Trinity  Reformed  church.  The  devotional  exercises  being  conduct- 
ed by  Rev.  R.  F.  McClean.  The  large  audience-room  was  crowd, 
ed  with  an  interested  audience.  "  Personal  Consecration  to  Christ," 
the  subject  that  claimed  their  attention,  was  forceably  and  profit 
ably  presented  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Morse  and  Taggart,  Rev.  H. 
H.  W.  Hibshman  and  Prof.  Johnson.  The  importance  and  bless- 
edness of  glviogup  all  for  the  service  of  Christ  was  well  empha- 
sized, and  impressions  for  good  were  surely  made  on  many  mind*. 
After  a  collection,  at  an  advanced  hour,  the  services  were  closed, 
but,  as  after  some  of  the  previous  meetings,  a  large  number  re- 
mained to  hear  the  sweet  songs  the  children  drew  from  Prof. 
Johnson,  and  in  which  many  of  them  united,  as  they  crowded 
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around  the  organ.  This  genial,  lovely  Christian  worker  is  gifted 
with  rare  powers  as  a  singer  and  magician,  and  his  services  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  interest  of  the  meetings.  The  Rev.  Messrs. 
Taggart  and  Morse  are  likewise  doing  much  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  by  their  earnest  words  of  incitement  and  encouragement  in 
the  work  the  Association  baa  laid  ont  for  itself.  They  were  always 
listened  to  with  the  greatest  attention. 

Daring  a  portion  of  the  Convention,  a  delegation  from  the 
Chambersburg  Association  was  present,  eonsitting  of  President 
Appenzeller,  and  Messrs.  Spielman,  Reed,  and  Roney. 

At  the  monthly  business-meeting  of  the  Association,  held  on  the 
10th  inst,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

"  liesolved,  That  we  record  our  appreciation  of  the  recent  services 
of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Taggart  and  Morse  and  Prof.  Johnson,  in  the 
furtherance  of  the  cause  of  religion  in  onr  midst,  and  hereby 
tender  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  Association  to  the  brethren  named 
for  their  labor  of  love,  and  express  our  earnest  good  wishes  for 
the  success  of  their  labors  elsewhere. 

"  Sesolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  of  this  Association  Is  hereby 
tendered  the  former  members  of  the  order  of  Good  Templars  for 
their  liberal  donation  made  to  this  Association." 

D.  M.  Good,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

WiUiantsport.—U.  Howard  Otto,  Secretary  of  the  Associ- 
ation, says : 

"  Deab  Brotrkr  :  Our  Association  is  accomplishing  such  a 
successful  work  that  I  think  it  worthy  of  notice.  We  commenced 
holding  regular  service  in  our  prison  last  spring.  Since  then  we 
have  not  missed  a  meeting  every  Sunday  afternoon  at  4  o'clock, 
besides  BibUxdass  and  other  extra  meetings  daring  the  week.  I 
rejoice  to  say  that  many  have  through  these  meetings  found  a  Sa- 
viour, and  are  now  serving  the  Master.  These  meetings  are  largely 
attended  by  young  men  and  ladies  who  have  been  greatly  imi 
pressed  with  the  services.  God  has  been  pouring  out  His  blessings 
abundantly  upon  our  labors.  I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  every  pris- 
oner (except  one  who  is  insane)  is  under  conviction.  They  hold 
prayer-meetings  each  day,  conducted  by  themselves.  We  hare  a 
temperance  pledge  which  is  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  prisoners. 
Sunday  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  we  hold  a  very  interesting  prayer- 
meeting  in  the  rooms.  We  are  also  engaged  in  missions  through- 
out our  city.  We  also  supply  the  lumber  camp*  with  ralijjious 
reading,  tracts,  etc." 

WEST-VLRG1NIA. 

Clarkesburg.—Q.  I.  Stoaly,  a  member  of  the  State  Exec- 
utive Committee,  says : 

"  The  good  work  goes  bravely  on  in  our  section.  Though  we 
have  been  in  existence  only  about  fourteen  months,  we  can  look 
back  and  see  our  mark.  We  have  done  some  good,  and  we  hope 
and  pray  that  the  present  year  with  us  (as  well  as  all  other  Asso- 
ciations) may  be  crowned  with  great  success  in  bringing  souls  to 
the  fold  oi  Christ."  ■ 

BUITISH  PROVINCES. 


NEW'BR  UNSWICK. 

St.  John. — A  committee  has  been  appointed  by  tho  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  the  Evangelical  Alliance,  and  the 
temperance  societies  of  St.  John,  to  draw  up  a  bill,  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session,  to  amend  the'act  for  the  sale 
of  spirituous  liquors  in  the  city  and  county  of  St.  John. 

Woodstock.— Efforts  are  being  made  to  establish  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  in  Woodstock. 


NOVA    SCOTIA. 

Halifax. — About  sixteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  col- 
lected toward  the  thirty  thousand  required  for  the  new  building 
of  the  Halifax  Association. 

QUEBEC. 

Montreal. — The  anniversary  of  the  Montreal  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  was  held  in  the  St.  James-street  Wesleyan 
church.  The  attendance  was  large.  On  the  platform  were  Hon. 
James  Perrier,  Very  Rev.  Dean  Bond,  Rev.  Dr.  Burns,  Rev.  Dr. 
Wilkes,  Rev.  John  Potts,  Rev.  Gavin  Lang,  Rev.  R.  M.  Thornton, 
Rev.  Canon  Baldwin,  Rev.  S.  J.  Hunter,  Rev.  J.  T.  Pitcher,  Rev. 
O.  Cousslrat,  Rev.  James  Carmichael,  Rev.  R.  Chambers,  Rev.  J. 
Thomeloe,  Rev.  W.  B.  Curran,  Rev.  W.  M.  Black,  Rev.  J.  Fraser, 


Rev.  D.  McGregor,  Rev.  O.  Fortln,  Rev.  W.  Cheetham,  Rev.  J. 
McKillican,  Rev.  W.  Galbraith,  etc 

T.  James  Cl&xton,  President  of  the  Association,  occupied  the 
Chair. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  the  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures by  Rev.  John  Potts,  followed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  T. 
Pitcher. 

ABSTRACT  OF  TDK  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

"  The  year  now  past  has  not  been  remarkable  for  any  great 
changes  in  the  work  of  the  Association ;  but  it  has  found  that  as 
the  city  increases  in  population  and  wealth,  a  deeper  interest  is 
manifested  by  the  citizens  in  the  Association.  Good  progress  is 
being  made  In  the  erection  of  its  new  building,  giving  promise 
that  the  next  annual  gathering  may  be  within  its  walls.  The 
strictly  religious  work  among  young  men,  and  general  mission 
work,  have  been  more  distinctly  kept  in  view  than  in  some 
former  years,  and  by  these  endeavors  wanderers  hare  been 
brought  back,  and  fallen  ones  have  been  aided  in  regaining  po» 
aitions  of  respectability.  The  homo-sick  and  disappointed  have 
been  cheered,  destitute  young  men  have  been  delicately  relieved, 
suitable  boarding-houses  and  situations  obtained  for  members, 
and  the  rooms  hare  furnished  a  home  for  all,  where  an  hour  of 
leisure  could  be  comfortably  and  profitably  spent,  and  words  of 
life  hare  been  addressed  to  many  who  would  otherwise  bare  been 
uncared  for.  The  Mission  Committee  has  carried  on  its  work 
with  a  success,  in  some  departments,  exceeding  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  Cottage-meetings  have  been  thoroughly  sus- 
tained, and  sailors'  tract  distribution  prosecuted  ;  and  Mr.  Milieu's 
labors  as  City  Missionary  have  been  faithfully  performed.  Bethel 
serrices  were  regularly  held  during  the  early  part  of  the  season, 
and  afterward  in  the  Sailors'  Institute.  Three  weekly  meetings 
hare  been  held  in  the  Hospital ;  the  volunteer  camps  were  rid  .site 
religious  meetings  were  held  on  St.  Helen's  Island,  at  the  request 
of  the  officer  in  command ;  and  Mr.  Wright  has  labored  as  mis- 
sionary specially  to  young  men.  The  membership  comprises  430 
aetire,  407  associate,  42  honorary,  and  21  life  members,  making  a 
total  of  900.  The  library  (circulating)  consists  of  2242  rolumes, 
and  the  reference  library  contains  276 ;  a  donation  of  100  rolumes 
had  been  made  to  the  former  by  the  President.  The  regular 
Tuesday  evening  meetings  hare  been  well  sustained,  and  the  Sat- 
urday evening  Bible-class  is  increasing  in  numbers  and  interest. 
The  financial  position  is  gratifying,  and  the  contributions  to  the 
Building  Fund  have  been  liberal.  The  Association  has,  during 
the  year,  secured  employment  for  182  young  men ,-  over  250  have 
been  directed  to  suitable  boarding-houses ;  a  large  number  have 
been  aided  In  other  ways,  and  during  the  past  year  more  than  in 
former  years,  the  Association  has  been  appealed  to  (by  persons  in 
Europe  and  in  the  United  States)  for  its  kind  offices  in  behalf  of 
wandering  sons.  The  new  building  for  the  Association  is,  as 
already  stated,  progressing  favorably,  and  its  cost,  including 
ground,  will  be  fully  $50,000." 

After  the  singing  of  the  hymn.  '*  One  more  year's  work  for 
Jesu* ,"  Rer.  Gavin  Lang  arose  and  said  he  felt  privileged  to  be 
present  to  acknowledge  the  good  work  of  this  Association.  It  in- 
spired young  men  with  an  interest  in  church  work,  besides  stimu- 
lating them  to  labor  themselves.  The  cry  of  "more  laborers'*  was 
always  heard,  and  if  this  Association  brought  out  one  or  two  such 
it  would  be  doing  an  excellent  work.  The  catholicity  of  the  As- 
sociation was  also  to  be  noticed ;  its  thousand  members  belonged 
to  all  classes  of  Christians,  and  here  they  cooperated  in  the  work 
of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.  He  advised  young  men  never 
to  fear  the  avowal  of  their  principles,  but  resolve,  whatever  others 
did,  to  servo  God  alone. 

Rev.  S.  J.  Hunter  said  the  interest  in  young  men  had  gone  on 
increasing,  the  conviction  being  that  they  were  the  hope  of  the 
luture.  When  Cataline  strove  to  subvert  Rome  he  did  so  by  en- 
deavoring to  corrupt  its  youth.  Youth,  intelligent  and  virtuous, 
are  an  ornamont  to  any  land ;  but  profligate,  they  are  its  curse 
and  shame.  The  world  expected  much  from  its  youth.  It  had 
skill  and  strong  energies,  and  would  control  the  future.  Hence 
it  became  necessary  to  care  for  the  young  men  by  all  means  pos- 
sible. These  Associations  were  a  public  protest  against  the  self- 
ishness embodied  in  the  question,  "  Am  I  my  brother's  keeper  V 
Just  in  proportion  as  the  idea  of  doing  work  for  God  was  kept  in 
view,  so  would  God  prosper  them. 

The  hymn,  "  Soldiers  of  Christ,  Arise,"  was  sung. 

Rev.  Canon  Baldwin  said  it  was  a  matter  of  lively  satisfaction 
to  him  to  be  present.  He  believed  it  to  be  especially  the  Chris- 
tian's duty  to  labor  for  the  salvation  and  moral  and  spiritual  de- 
velopment of  young  men.  He  drew  a  beautiful  illustration  of  the 
change  from  isolation  to  fraternization  amongst  Christian 
churches,  under  the  semblance  of  two  vines,  each  growing  on  op- 
posite sides  of  a  high  wall,  unconscious  of  each  other's  presence, 
till  overtopping  it  in  their  growth  their  tendrils  intertwined  and 
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produced  clutters  of  delicious  fruit.  So  it  was,  be  mid,  with  all 
who  loved  the  Lord.  Christiana  in  every  church  would  mount 
above  the  wall  of  sectarianism,  and  not  only  grasp  the  hand,  but 
bear  fruit.  There  were,  he  considered,  two  objects  before  the 
present  meeting:  youth  and  success.  In  success  the  great  element 
was  character.  Character  must  be  developed  amidst  the  storms 
and  trials  of  life ;  and.  if  the  character  is  to  be  grand,  there  must 
be  a  high  model  set  before  the  mind.  Some  men  lost  the  aim  of 
life  through  selfishness.  No  one  could  be  selfish  and  at  the  same 
time  grand.  Some  men  could  see  no  one  but  themselves;  and 
you,  when  you  looked,  could  not  see  them.  To  be  grand,  we  must 
bear  each  other's  burden.  "  I  have,"  said  the  speaker,  "  seen  a 
man  on  a  mule's  back,  and  I  thought  the  muie  greater  than  the 
man."  Character  did  not  mature  and  ripen  in  the  sunshine  of 
prosperity,  bat  in  bitterness  and  trial.  People  too  much  forgot 
Christ  in  the  formation  of  oharacter,  looking  instead  to  education 
and  to  society.  Bat  they  were  disappointed ;  for,  could  these 
suffice  to  shape  the  character  of  a  young  man  who  neglects 
Christ  T  Can  a  young  man  be  enabled  to  control  his  passions  be- 
cause he  moves  in  good  society?  You  might  as  well  think  that 
a  crocodile  will  be  safe  and  gentle  because  it  was  barn  in  Re- 
gent's Park.  'JChis  country  stood  in  a  peculiar  relation  to  the 
world  at  large.  The  moss-grown  countries  of  Europe  could 
point  to  a  past  in  which  they  took  a  just  pride.  The  trophies 
which  hung  up  in  the  old  churches  and  baronial  halls  of  Eng- 
land hung  not  there  in  idle  vanity ;  but  they  were  the  emblems 
of  men  who  did  real  work,  according  as  work  was  considered  in 
those  days ;  winning  the  battles  of  Cressy  and  Agincourt.  But 
we  as  Canadians  have  to  do  deeds  of  a  different  stamp,  coming  not 
with  the  sword,  bat  with  the  sickle  and  the  sheaf.  And  how 
should  they  do  to  make  their  country  great  T  The  answer  was 
that  they  should  make  it  great  by  avowing  the  Lord  to  be  their 
Lord,  by  endeavoring  in  their  lives  to  illustrate  the  piety  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  by  overgrowing  the  rugged  rocks  of  human  life  with 
the  green  growing  vine  of  a  loving  and  chastened  Christian  de- 


The  doxology  was  then  song,  and  the  benediction  pronounced 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Wilkes. 

WOMEN'S    CHRISTIAN   ASSOCIATIONS. 

Boston.— The  Boston  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
has  been  carrying  on  its  work  earnestly  for  nearly  seven  years  at  87 
Beach-stieet.  Recently  a  movement  has  been  begun  to  extend  the 
operations  of  the  Association  so  as  to  provide  homes  for  industrious 
girls.  The  Managers  have  purchased  a  lot  on  Warrenton-street, 
near  Tremont,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  for  a  house  that  will 
cost  some  $60,000.  A  committee  has  been  appointed,  by  gentle- 
men sympathising  with  the  enterprise,  to  call  a  public  meeting 
at  an  early  day  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  necessary  funds. 

New  York. — The  annual  reception  of  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  was  held  in  the  parlors  of  their  building, 
corner  of  Eighteenth  street  and  Irving-place.  Riley  A.  Brick,  a 
member  of  the  Advisory  Board  of  the  Association,  presided,  and 
introduced  Rev.  Thomas  Hastings,  D.D.,  who  delivered  an  inter- 
esting address.  He  said  he  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  great 
good  that  may  result  from  a  kind  word  spoken  to  a  fellow-being 
in  the  hoar  of  need.  This  society,  organized  for  the  systematic 
bestowment  of  kind  words  and  kind  deeds,  bids  fair  to  become  an 
immense  power.  He  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  the  Associ- 
ation would  be  in  possession  of  spacious  apartments,  equal  to 
those  now  enjoyed  by  the  young  men. 


FOREIGN. 


ENGLAND, 

Liverpool. — On  a  recent  Sabbath  I  visited  this  so-called 
"  Black  spot  on  the  Mersey,"  at  the  request  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  about  whose  work  I  would  like  to  say  a 
few  words  as  an  encouragement  to  the  Lord's  people  generally. 

Their  work  on  the  Lord's-day  commences  with  an  early  morn- 
ing prayer-meeting,  which  is  well  attended.  At  two  in  the  after- 
noon, the  young  men,  who  are  known  as  the  "  workers,"  meet  in 
the  office  of  Mr.  Nash,  the  Secretary,  for  prayer,  after  which  they 
go  forth  into  the  streets,  inviting  young  men  to  come  in  to  the 
Bible-class,  which  begins  at  three  o'clock.  The  Sunday  afternoon 
I  was  at  the  meeting  there  were  over  160  young  men  present ; 
sometimes  there  are  upward  of  300,  which  are  as  many  as  the 
place  will  hold.  After  the  BibUvclass  the  "  workers"  only  had 
tea  together;  this  was  succeeded  by  a  meeting  for  exhortation, 
praise,  and  prayer.    An  incident  worthy  of  mention  took  place  at 


this  meeting,  viz.:  the  presentation  to  a  sick  fellow-worker  of  a 
pocket-bible,  on  the  occasion  of  his  leaving  Liverpool  for  a 
couple  of  months,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  The  manifestation 
of  such  loving  sympathy  and  solicitude  for  his  well-being,  as 
shown  at  this  gathering,  I  shall  never  forget. 

After  this  prayer-meeting,  the  young  men  go  forth  two  and  two, 
into  tbo  streets,  and  gather  the  people  into  a  large  circus,  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  being  invited  to  come  In  their  old  clothes,  just 
as  they  are,  "  fine  clothes  not  at  all  necessary."  It  was  my  bless- 
ed privilege  to  speak  for  the  Master  at  this  meeting,  wbich  was 
largely  attended  with  the  very  class  it  is  so  desirable  to  lay  hold 
of— people  who  never  attend  any  place  of  worship,  artisans, 
carters,  porters,  soldiers,  sailors,  thieves,  numbers  of  that  unhappy 
class,  "  unfortunates,"  etc.  I  noticed  with  deep  thankfulness  the 
marked  and  quiet  attention  as  I  spoke  of  Christ  and  the  woman  at 
the  well  of  Samaria.  At  least  350  stayed  behind  to  the  afternoon 
meeting,  at  which  several  brethren  engaged  in  prayer.  There 
were  numbers  in  tears,  deeply  anxious  about  their  souls.  How  it 
rejoiced  my  heart  to  see  the  Lord  working  with  mighty  power  at 
that  meeting.  The  great  day  alone  will  discover  the  great  good 
effected  by  the  Sunday-evening  Circus  Services;  the  blessed  re- 
sults must  be  very  encouraging  to  the  promoters  of  these  meet- 
ings. A  feature  which  pleased  me  I  would  like  to  mention,  and 
that  was  the  attendance  of  one  or  two  of  the  young  men  with  a, 
pledge-book,  so  that  all  who  chose  might  take  the  temperance- 
pledge.  Nearly  eighty  signed  the  pledge  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting  that  night. 

On  the  following  evening  (Monday),  the  lecture-hall  of  the  As- 
sociation was  crowded,  it  being  the  usual  weekly  prayer-meeting. 
At  the  close  several  remained  behind,  in  deep  concern  about  their 
souls.  Some  of  these  had  been  the  previous  evening  at  the  cir- 
cus-meeting. 

Every  Thursday  evening  a  class  for  the  systematic  study  of  the 
Word  is  held,  conducted  by  a  clergyman.  Another  Bible^slass  is 
held  every  Saturday  night,  at  a  quarter  to  nine  o'clock,  for  prayer 
and  the  study  of  the  subject  for -the  following  afternoon  class. . 

Every  Saturday  evening  there  is  what  is  termed  the  Saturday 
night  mission.  .  The  young  men  workers  go  forth,  two  and  two 
or  three  together,  and  distribute  small  gospel  flips,  invitations, 
texts,  tracts,  etc.,  to  young  men  in  the  streets,  and  at  the  en- 
trances to  places  of  evil  resort.  The  Lord  has  greatly  owned  and 
blessed  the  distribution  of  these;  in  numberless  known  cases 
young  men  have  been  deterred  from  entering  drinking  or  danc- 
ing saloons,  or  from,  associating  with  evil  company,  and  have  been 
lea  to  enter  a  place  of  worship  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  the 
Sunday-school. 

The  tract-distribution  is  another  feature  in  the  work  which  is 
worthy  of  note.  A  remarkable  instance  of  what  a  single  tract 
may  do,  under  Ood,  I  met  with  here.  Through  the  distribution 
of  one  single  tract  (one  of  the  Dublin  series),  no  less  than  fifty- 
three  bouIs  in  one  locality  have  been  converted,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two,  since  dead,  are  now  living  witnesses  for  Christ  in 
the  dark  neighborhood  where  they  dwell.  In  another  Instance  a 
whole  family  have  been  led  to  decide  for  Christ,  through,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  destribution  of  a  single  tract. 

How  very  encouraging  is  this  to  the  Lord's  people  still  to  work 
on,  knowing  that  "In  due  time  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not." 
Oftentimes  the  believer  is  ready  to  give  up,  not  seeing  fruit,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  tract-distribution ;  but  the  Lord  is  ready, 
and  will,  in  His  own  good  time,  own  their  labors;  as  in  these  and 
other  instances  which  could  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association. 

There  is  also  a  monthly  union  prayer-meeting,  and,  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months,  an  open  air  mission,  by  which  the 
people  in  the  courts,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  the  town  are  reached. 
There  is  also  a  mission-hall,  engaged  by  the  society,  in  one  of  the 
poorest  localities  of  the  town,  which  is  crowded  weekly.  There 
is  the  agency  for  the  visitation  of  the  sick,  and  other  meetings, 
such  as  promise-meetings,  praise-meetings,  etc. 

I  would  earnestly  ask  for  the  prayers  of  all  the  Lord's  people  on 
behalf  of  this  Association,  that  the  young  men  may  be  made  in- 
creasingly useful  in  His  service,  and  that  the  glorious  work  quiet- 
ly going  on  in  Liverpool  may  be  still  more  largely  developed. 

1  hear  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  and  other  friends  of  the  so- 
ciety are  trying  to  obtain  new  and  far  more  extensive  premises, 
which  will  enable  then!  greatly  to  extend  the  work.  The  Lord 
grant  them  their  hearts'  desire  in  this  respect.—  Wm.  Day,  in  the 
Vhrittian. 


LITERARY. 

Tub  Christian  Worker,  edited  by  Rev.  George  D.  Mathews,  05 
Eighth  avenue,  New- York,  is  a  thoroughly  Christian  magazine, 
designed  for  families  and  Sabbath-school  teachers.  It  is  filled  with 
vigorous  and  sterling  articles. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Association  Monthly. 


Address  Association  Monthly,  comer  Fourth  Avenue  and  23d  Street,  Aew-i  ork  City. 


Voi*  IV.— No.  4.  > 
Whous  No.  40.     J 


NEW-YORK,  APRIL,,  18T8. 


TEHMS 


1 11.00  Per 

:xil.lXln> 

( Single  Co 


.00  Per  .\nnam. 

11  N.  V.  City  A  Ctnsda. 
Copies  10  Cents. 


THE    EVANGELICAL    SERVANTS'    HOME    IN    BERLIN. 


Is  describing  the  objects  and  work  of  this  institution.  Dr. 
Fiiedner,  its  founder,  says :  "  Oar  '  Herberge'  is  a  sheltering  place 
for  respectable  servants,  who,  without  fault  of  their  own,  have 
been  thrown  oat  of  employment.  They  can  here,  at  a  low  price. 
mainly  by  work,  obtain  board,  and  help  in  finding  suitable  situa- 
tions. 

"  The  house  to  the  right  of  the  engraving  is  the  boarding- 
house.  In  the  second  house  there  is  a  normal  school  for  teachers ; 
in  the  third  a  school  and  chapel,  and  in  the  fourth  a  workhouse. 
The  Lord  has  blessed  the  institution  greatly.  Her  Majesty  the 
Qneen  has  kindly  taken  its  protectorate,  and  a  very  large  number 
of  servants  are  in  the  institution  daily.  The  expenses  are  met  by 
voluntary  contributions  and  the  earnings  of  the  institution." 


THE  YOUNG  MEN'S   CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIA- 
TION: ITS  CHARACTER  AND  OBJECTS. 

BY  BEV.   ABTHUK   T.   FIXBSON. 

HI. 

In  the  principle  of  Atsociat tim  is  contained  the  grand  secret  of 
power,  partly  because  it  carries  in  it  the  grand  motive  for  encour- 
agement. 

A  fool,  like  Don  Quixote ;  an  enthusiast,  like  Columbus ;  a  hero, 
like  Wilberforce ;  a  martyr,  like  Howard,  once  in  a  while  dares  to 
attempt,  and  actually  accomplishes  something  great,  alone,  single- 
handed,  without  much  encouragement,  and  even  perhaps  in  spite 
of  no  little  opposition. 

But  most  men  never  essay  to  do  a  work  of  real  importance 
alone.  If  they  do,  it  is  either  because  they  are  too  ignorant  and 
stnpid  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  difficulties  which  must 
attend  such  effort,  or  too  inconsiderate  and  impetuous  to  weigh 
them  candidly  and  carefully,  or  else  because  they  are  themselves 


so  mighty  and  sagacious  as  both  to  foresee  the  obstacles  and  to 
prove  equal  to  the  crisis. 

Such  a  man  was  Martin  Luther,  would  most  readers  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  Reformation  say  ;  yet,  great  as  Luther  was,  he  expressly 
disclaims  the  credit  of  this  foresight,  or  consciousness  of  adequate 
strength  to  meet  the  emergency. 

When  the  humble  Augustine  friar  dared  to  nail  up  his  ninety- 
five  theses  upon  the  door  of  All  Saints'  church  at  Wlttemberg,  on 
that  memorable  31st  of  October,  1517,  little  did  he  dream  that 
the  sound  of  that  hammer  was  to  be  heard  through 
all  Germany,  in  echoes  as  loud  as  thunder  I  Still  less  that  the 
blows  that  tacked  that  paper  on  the  church-door  were  to  be  felt 
even  at  the  foundations  of  Papal  Rome,  shaking  the  throne  of  the 
Pontiff,  making  his  tiara  tremble  upon  his  head,  and  almost  shiv- 
ering the  pillars  of  Papacy !  Looking  back  upon  that  great  com- 
bat, whose  signal  was  the  sound  of  that  humble  hammer,  Luther 
said, "  I  began  this  business  with  great  fear  and  trembling.  Who  was 
I,  a  poor  friar,  to  oppose  the  Pope,  before  whom  not  only  the  kings 
of  the  earth,  but  the  whole  world  trembled,  and,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
heaven  and  hell  were  constrained  to  obey  the  signal  of  bis  eyes  *r" 

Luther  had  no  idea  of  provoking  such  adversaries  as  Prieroo, 
the  representative  of  Rome,  Hochstraten.the  standard-bearer  of  the 
monks,  and  Dr.  Eck,  the  leader  of  the  Schoolmen.  When  he 
attacked  Tetsel's  indulgences,  he  had  no  thought  of  burning  the 
bulls  of  the  Pope.  He  acknowledges  that,  at  that  time,  he  was  a 
monk  and  a  furious  papist,  so  intoxicated  with  papal  enthusiasm 
that  he  would  willingly  have  aided  in  killing  any  one  who  had 
the  audacity  to  refuse  the  slightest  obedience  to  the  Pope.  It  was 
Tetzel  himself  who  changed  the  ground  of  dispute  from  the  mar- 
kets of  the  indulgences  to  the  halls  of  the  Vatican  ;  and  so  the 
blow  aimed  at  Tetsel'sshop  struck  and  cracked,  at  least,  thepon- 
j  tifical  chair  I 
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I  give  prominence  to  this  historic  illustration  for  a  doable  rea- 
son. First,  because  it  shows  what  one  man  can  do  when  thrice 
armed  with  a  consciousness  of  being  the  champion  of  the  right, 
and  especially  to  show  how  much  even  a  great  man  leant  upon 
others,  looks  for  the  help  and  encouragement  found  in  combined 
strength.  We  are  wont  to  look  upon  that  single  solitary  Saxon 
monk,  going  out  of  the  university-gate  at  Erfurth,  to  deal  daring 
blows  upon  the  colossus  of  Roman  Catholicism,  as  the  great  histo- 
ric representative  of  individual  power.  Yet  is  it  fair  to  forget  that 
he  did  not  himself  know  what  he  was  doing  T  He  would  never 
have  attempted  what  he  did  had  he  been  conscious  what  the 
'result  would  be,  without  associated  power.  As  it  was,  but  for  the 
consciousness  of  fellowship  with  God,  and  an  army  of  allies  in 
heaven,  he  would  have  faltered  and  failed  in  the  contest  so  brave- 
ly  begun.  And  I  think  it  can  be  proven  that,  after  the  conflict 
was  fairly  started,  Luther  looked  to  the  hearts  of  his  fellows  on 
■  earth  for  courage  and  cooperation,  quite  as  much  as  many  who 
have  waited  for  organization  before  beginning  the  fight.  He  saw 
that  his  hammer  had  awakened  an  army  of  friends  as  well  as  mar- 
shalled a  legion  of  foes;  and,  though  he  seemed  to  stand  alone, 
who  shall  tell  us  hotf  much  of  real  strength  he  may  have  found 
in  the  sympathy  of  the  scholarly  Melancthon,  the  brave  Zwingle, 
the  powerful  Frederic,  the  wise  and,  at  first,  of  the  learned  Eras- 
mus, beside  countless  others,  who,  although  they  do  not  lift  their 
heads  above  the  level  of  the  common  people,  were  Luther's  great 
army  of  reformers,  aiding  him  by  the  informal  association  of  their 
prayers  and  sympathies  and  efforts  T 

As  a  role,  combinations  are  a  simple  necessity  to  success.  Few 
have  the  Ability,  and  fewer  still  the  assurance,  to  act  alone. 
What  could  a  single  soldier  have  done  before  the  defences  of 
Donelson,  on  that  fearful  day  when  the  leaden  hail  of  rebellion 
covered  the  ground  with  loyal  dead  and  dying,  as  though  another 
seventh  plague  of  Egypt  had  visited  the  land  ?  Yet,  when  under 
the  leadership  of  Col.  Lauman,  they  pushed  the  solid  columns  of 
one  compact  brigade  Into  the  very  jaws  of  death,  their  heroism 
was  crowned  with  the  glory  of  first  raising  upon  the  enemies' 
defences  the  star  spangled  banner.  Another  simple  instance  and 
illustration  of  the  victorious  power  of  combination. 

It  would  be  needless  to  dwell  upon  the  active  sympathy,  the  fel- 
lowship of  feeling,  nourished  by  associations.  Societies  of  all 
kinds  presuppose  this,  and  without  it  cease  to  exist,  except  in  name. 
It  is  the  seed  from  which  germinates  their  whole  life,  and  to  which 
may  be  traced  all  their  fruitfulness  in  good  results.  A  nation  is 
the  expression  of  political  sympathies,  society  is  cemented  by 
social  sympathies,  the  church  is  the  offspring  of  religious  sympa- 
thies ;  and  if  any  organization  is  to  effect  anything,  it  must  con- 
tain and  cherish  this  element  of  emotional  and  intellectual  brother- 
hood. Upon  it  depend  unity  of  purpose  and  harmony  of  effort ;  with- 
out it  divided  aims  and  scattered  activity  make  success  impossible. 
If  an  association  cannot  have  and  keep  active  sympathy  among  its 
members,  it  is  doomed  to  curse  society.  And  the  danger  of  di- 
vision cannot  be  too  sedulously  guarded  against.  The  great  dif- 
ficulty is,  that  as  soon  as  a  society  begins  to  prosper,  popularity 
brings  into  it  many  who  have  no  deep  sympathy  with  its  aims ;  and 
side  issues  begin  to  be  discussed  ;  minor  questions  become  major 
interests;  some  insist  upon  selfish  carrying  of  their  own  points ; 
others  are  ambitious  for  office  or  jealous  of  every  one  who  excels 
them ;  until  sometimes  we  see  even  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciations indulging  in  petty  strifes,  as  to  who  shall  occupy  the 
posts  of  prominence— wrangling  over  offices,  with  all  the  studied 
skill  of  a  tricky  caucus  of  politicians  I  When  any  society,  on 
whatsoever  basis  first  organized,  gets  to  that  point  where  inter- 
nal discord  has  destroyed  all  real  useful  active  sympathy,  and  is 
mighty  only  in  "  squabbles,"  there  is  only  one  thing  it  can  do  to 
bless  society— if,  like  Cleopatra,  it  will  but  be  considerate  enough 
of  the  general  welfare  to  destroy  itself  and  provide  a  decent  burial 
for  Its  miserable  carcass,  it  shall  deserve  the  benedictions  of 
mankind.  Many  an  organization,  whose  life  brought  no  blessing 
to  the  world,  has,  by  its  death,  at  least  removed  a  corse. 

The  need  of  securing,  especially  for  our  young  men,  elevating 


society,  associations  calculated  to  benefit  Intellectual  moral  and- 
social  nature,  is  too  obvious  to  need  the  force  of  reason.  This 
need,  first  felt  In  our  great  cities,  gave  rise  to  our  Mechanics'  and 
Mercantile  Library  Associations,  and  finally  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian organizations,  which  have  since  been  planted  in  almost  every 
community.  Wherever  young  men  are,  who  may  be  saved  from 
vice  and  saved  to  virtue,  there  a  brotherhood  of  pure  and  noble 
young  men  Is  a  want,  never  appreciated  so  deeply  as  after  yon 
attempt  once  to  supply  it.  Then  you  wonder  how  you  could  ever 
have  been  so  long  without  It. 

Let  us  not  pass  by  the  very  marked  influence  of  association  also 
In  giving  form  and  complexion  to  character.  The  word  of  God 
says, "  He  that  wslketh  with  wise  men  shall  be  wise,  but  a  compan- 
ion of  fools  shall  be  destroyed."  To  have  fellowship  with  those 
who  are  pure  and  noble  is  to  become  measurably  like  them.  The 
principle  upon  which  this  moulding  influence  proceeds  is  the  'as- 
similation of  character  to  objects  of  thought.  As  our  associates  sug- 
gest our  thoughts  and  Inspire  our  feelings,  we  naturally  and  ne- 
cessarily grow  in  conformity  to  them.  Yon  know,  without  any 
argument  or  philosophy,  that  the  friend  whom  yon  admit  to  close 
Intimacy  or  association  has  a  mighty  Influence  in  guiding  your 
habits  of  thought,  feeling,  life — moulds  your  character.  Believ- 
ing that,  on  the  highest  authority,  "  evil  communications  corrupt 
good  manners,"  every  society  which  is  built  upon  a  right  founda- 
tion aims  to  exclude  every  element  which  can  make  it  a  source 
of  corruption,  and  to  introduce  that  which  may  make  it  a  fountain 
of  intellectual  and  spiritual  growth;  for  only  thus  can  It  please 
God  and  profit  man.  To  all  associations,  we  exhort,  that  by  noth- 
ing said  or  done  in  your  meetings,  by  no  one  welcome  to  your 
circle  as  a  brother,  should  the  most  impressible  soul  of  youth  run 
the  risk  of  injury.  Too  much  care  cannot  be  exercised  to  make 
every  companionship  ennobling. 


IV. 


In  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Is  yet  a  third  element 
of  power,  grander  than  all,  because  purely  of  God.  Christianity- 
In  seeking  to  promote  the  highest  style  of  intellectual  and  moral 
character  our  acknowledged  model  is  Jesus  Christ;  our  confessed 
standard  of  doctrine  and  duty  the  Bible.  I  love  to  see  this  whole- 
some and  grateful  recognition  of  the  fact  that  ours  Is  a  Christian 
civilization.  The  eminence  we  have  attained  in  this  our  social, 
political,  and  religious  privileges  Is  not  of  ourselves,  but  of  God. 
It  is  o  nly  as  our  institutions  are  pervaded  by  the  Christian  element 
that  they  have  the  hope  of  superiority  or  durability. 

We  may  boast  of  our  republicanism,  but  republicanism  could 
not  save  Greece  or  Rome  or  Switzerland  or  France  from  convulsion, 
dismemberment,  and  even  ruin.  If  our  nation  survives,  it  must 
live  by  a  sublime  national  faith.  The  men  who  oppose  or,  at 
least,  ignore  Christianity,  owe  to  its  influence  an  enlightened  cul- 
ture and  a  pure  morality,  if  they  represent  either ;  and  the  soon- 
er we  recognize  the  Christian  element  as  the  only  saving  element 
in  society,  the  sooner  we  make  it  an  avowed  principle  in  our  body 
politic,  the  sooner  we  seek  to  permeate  with  it  all  our  enterprises, 
and  build  even  our  business  life  upon  its  platform,  the  sooner 
shall  we  establish  American  society  upon  a  basis  of  perfect  peace, 
progress,  and  prosperity.  Nothing  impressed  me  more  deeply  and 
sadly,  in  a  recent  visit  to  the  old  world,  than  the  rottenness  of 
French  society.  You  walk  in  a  blaze  and  glare  of  artificial  splen- 
dor ,  but  Paris  is  a  palace  of  gold  and  alabaster,  built  in  a  volcanic 
crater.  The  impudence  of  her  avowed  Infidelity  shocks  even  the 
profane.  She  builds  a  Pantheon  for  her  national  gods ;  and  down 
in  its  marble  crypts  the  most  conspicuous  tombs  are  those  of 
Rousseau  and  Voltaire.  Her  "  gods"  are  those  who  deny  God. 
Ah  1  it  seemed  to  me  as  though  upon  the  walls  of  her  gorgeous 
palaces  an  invisible  hand  was  once  more  writing  the  mysterious 
sentence  of  doom  once  inscribed  in  the  banquet  hall  of  Belahas- 
zar.  This  was  before  the  late  war.  How  melancholy  the  facta  I 
Let  us  be  warned.  God  was  never  so  conspicuous  in  national  his- 
tory as  in  the  planting  and  progress  of  this  republic,  save,  per- 
haps, in  the  chronicles  of  old  Judea.  To  His  providence  andgrace 
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we  owe  all  we  uave.  Let  us  not  hesitate  boldly  to  avow  it  In 
this  spirit  the  first  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  drew  its 
earliest  breath,  and  never  was  God's  endorsement  more  plainly 
written  on  any  system  outside  of  His  own  Church.  It  has  obtained 
a  growth  of  unparalleled  rapidity  and  usefulness,  and,  in  our  war, 
was  the  parent  of  that  Christian  Commission,  which  I  believe  was, 
in  some  respects,  the  most  interesting  and  significant  feature  of 
modern  Christianity.  It  was  well  then  that,  at  the  very  inception 
of  such  an  enterprise  as  our  own,  its  founders  bowed  with  un- 
feigned homage  to  Christianity;  and,  in  rearing  the  structure  of  a 
young  men's  association,  seek  to  make  the  Word  of  God  its  corner- 
stone, and  to  make  it  the  shrine  which  shall  lift  up  for  contem- 
plation and  imitation,  the  ideal  of  character-sthe  perfect  man. 
Thus  the  Christian  is  acknowledged  as  the  highest  style  of  man, 
and  the  Christian  element  as  essential  to  the  purest  associations  : 
We  hare  manhood  and  brotherhood  and  Curistianity  to  permeate 
and  perfect  both. 

Let  Christianity  then  perfect  our  manhood.  The  membership 
of  our  Christian  Associations  is  not  exclusively  composed  of  pro- 
fessing disciples  of  Christ,  for  we  want  to  avail  ourselves  of  every 
element  of  moral  power  that  is  in  sympathy  with  Christian  insti- 
tutions, even  though  not  formally  identified  with  the  Church  of 
God.  Moreover,  we  may  hope,  if  the  influence  of  these  associa- 
tions is  truly  Christian,  that  it  may  knit  young  men  to  this  holy 
faith  By  closer  and  yet  closer  ties.  Therefore,  these  are  Young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  rather  than  Christian  young  men's 
associations.  But,  although  it  may  not  be  insisted  upon  that  the 
membership  shall  be,  in  all  cases,  purely  Christian,  we  shall  not 
be  true  to  the  principles  we  profess  if  we  do  not  insist  upon  our 
associations  being  Christian.  By  this  I  mean  that  the  organiza- 
tions shall  foster  no  element  that  is  opposed  to  Christianity  in  spirit, 
tendency,  or  actual  influence.  If  young  men  are  "  strong,"  they 
are  strongest  who  have  "  overcome  tbe  wicked  one ;"  if  manhood 
is  noble,  that  is  noblest  Which  is  consecrated  to  God.  Let  us  not 
be  ashamed  to  stand  boldly  on  that  platform,  and  whenever  any 
element  discovers  itself  in  principle  or  practice,  at  war  with  the 
sublime  truths  of  God's  word  and  the  requirements  of  the  faith  it 
inspires,  let  us  cast  it  out,  as  a  devil  that  threatens  our  peace  and 
purity,  and  that,  allowed  to  get  possession  of  our  organization, 
will  be  its  ruin. 

Let  Christianity,  then,  both  perfect  our  manhood  and  purify  our 
associations.  We  are  so  accustomed  to  admit  that  this  Is  the  on!  v 
perfect  religion  for  our  race,  that  we  forget  sometimes  how  im- 
measurably superior  it  is  to  all  others  in  objects  of  thought,  ideals 
of  character,  standards  of  duty,  systems  of  doctrine,  and  modtls  of 
life.  When  the  Greek  or  Roman  or  Mohammedan  or  Pagan 
looked  to  their  mythologies,  they  found  not  only  a  mass  of  ab- 
surdities and  superstitions,  but  vices  deified.  Their  Himmalaya- 
idol  mountains,  where  sat  the  court  of  deity,  were  a  great  way 
this  side  of  heaven.  Jove  was  but  a  licentious  polygamist,  Venus 
was  glorified  lust,  Mohammed's  paradise  was  but  a  celestial  harem 
full  of  houris. 

All  the  old  religions  deified  the  passions  of  man,  and,  in  their 
highest  representation,  got  no  further  than  human  virtues.  Chris- 
tianity is  dishonored  even  by  a  comparison  with  such  systems. 
Even  its  marble  Madonnas  and  Magdalens,  its  ivory  crucifixes  and 
saints,  inspire  an  awe  akin  to  worship.  Yet  how  infinitely  inad- 
equate to  express  the  beauty  of  the  inspired  originals,  whose  por- 
traitures are  drawn  by  the  pen  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  the  pages  of 
His  word  I  This  sublime  religion  must  qualify,  purify,  unify,  dig 
nify  our  society  and  all  its  associations ;  then  will  it  prove  a  river 
of  life  in  the  community,  clear  like  the  sea  of  crystal,  and  bringing 
the  bloom  of  higher  gardens. 

Nothing  Is  more  practically  beautiful  about  Christianity  than 
the  exalted  morality  it  inculcates.  It  gives  us  the  secret  of  all 
real  integrity—  the  inward  love  of  the  right,  truth,  inside  as  well 
as  outside.  We  rejoice  in  all  associations  which  incorporate  the 
Christian  element.  They  help  to  make  true  men.  Can  you  look, 
without  anxiety  or  even  anguish,  upon  the  influences  which  oor- 
rupt,  in  the  purest  community,  the  heart  of  youth  T    We  mourned 


over  the  thousands  trampled  beneath  the  iron  hoof  of  war's  fiery 
charger  ;  but  can  we  be  insensible  to  the  fact  that  the  devil  is  daily 
making  a  raid  upon  our  young  men,  and  riding  over  the  wrecks 
of  manly  virtue  in  our  very  streets  ? 

Death  and  hell  are  abroad  In  the  land  with  their  horrid  cavalry, 
and  we  have  no  adequate  defence  except  behind  the  ramparts  of 
Christianity.  Can  you  find  a  man  of  integrity  1  He  is,  however, 
awkward,  homely,  or  ignorant,  a  straight,  strong  buttress,  plant- 
ed solid  and  square  against  the  wall  of  society ;  rough  and  plain, 
perhaps,  but  oh  1  ho  w  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  most  precious 
interests  of  the  community.  Can  we  surround  young  men  by  such 
associatoins  as  may  help  to  nourish  the  love  of  the  right?  Then  are 
we  bracing  up  the  structure  of  society,  making  It  firm  and  strong, 
proof  against  internal  convulsion  and  outside  attack. 

Walking  by  the  highest  truth,  prosperity  and  Buccessare  inev- 
itable. We  shall  not  wither  under  the  cynical  sneer  of  some  who 
may  please  to  call  our  association,  contemptuously, "  a  moral  soci- 
ety." Be  not  ashamed  to  be  termed  a  Christian  society  ;  but  glory 
in  adorning  and  justifying  the  title.  Our  very  name  is  a  chal- 
lenge, summoning  us  to  a  chivalrous  part  In  the  tournament  of 
life.  See  to  it  that,  like  Chevalier  Bayard,  we  are  "  without  cow- 
ardice and  without  reproach."  It  is  ours  to  prove  that  morality 
and  piety  do  not  mean  sanctimoniousness  and  stupidity.  While 
other  associations  degrade  or,  at  least,  neglect  mind  or  heart,  or 
both,  ours  contains  an  element  which  every  honest  man  knows  to- 
be  ennobling.  We  aim  to  establish  young  men  In  adherence  to 
principle,  instead  of  leaving  them  to  stand  like  weather-vanes, 
dependent  for  their  direction  upon  which  way  the  wind  blows," 
now  turning  to  the  right,  now  to  the  left,  according  to  the  capri- 
cious influences  about  them.  We  would  pnt  within  every  man's 
soul  a  life-force  as  invariable  and  reliable  as  the  polar  star — the 
love  of  right.  Dr.  Arnold,  of  Rugby,  used  to  say  that "  a  boy  who- 
sincerely  hated  evil  could  scarcely  be  led  astray."  And  we  believe- 
that  nothing  lets  than  an  Inward  attachment  to  truth,  in  all  its 
forms,  is  a  sufficient  security  against  the  fearful  inroads  of  vice. 

It  will  be  seen,  then,  that  we  lay  no  claim  to  the  discovery  of 
any  new  principle,  or  the  invention  of  any  novel  methods.  Be- 
lieving manhood  to  represent  strength  ;  believing  association  to 
be  a  source  of  mutual  encouragement,  help,  and  growth ;  believing 
Christianity  divine  and  perfect  as  a  system,  we  have  attempted  to 
bring  these  three  things  together  in  a  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation. That  is  our  secret,  and  the  whole  of  it.  We  lay  no 
new  foundation.  Sufficient  for  us  is  that  laid  by  God — a  precious, 
tried  corner-stone,  bearing  his  own  seal.  We  believe  in  mental 
vigor,  and  embrace  among  our  objects  the  culture  of  the  intellect, 
welcoming  whatever  Increases  information,  educates  the  taste, 
strengthens  the  reason,  trains  the  imagination,  sharpens  the  wit, 
ripens  the  judgment,  or  gives  larger  and  stronger  grasp  to  thought. 
We  believe  in  social  virtues,  and  hence  open  our  doors  to  whatever 
develops  congeniality,  promotes  sociability,  secures  refining  con- 
versation, or  purifies  friendly  intercourse.  We  believe  in  a  high 
morality,  and  encourage  everything  which  may  root  principle  in 
the  soul,  establish  love  of  virtue,  strengthen  tbedefencee  of  purity, 
or  educate  and  stimulate  conscience.  We  believe  in  piety,  and 
gladly  favor  everything  which  elevates  the  tone  of  spirituality, 
deepens  reverence,  expands  charity,  or  in  any  way  confirms  the 
hold  of  religion.  Let  us  anew  resolve,  with  God's  help,  to  set  a 
galaxy  of  stars  in  the  social  firmament,  which,  if  they  be  not  of 
the  first  magnitude,  shall  at  least  give  light  to  cheer  and  guide 
young  pilgrims.  If  any  eye  us  with  telescopic  criticism,  they  may 
find  fault,  but  so  will  they  discover  spots  on  the  disc  of  the  sun  ; 
yet  who  has  not  rejoiced  at  the  ray  that  brings  light,  heat,  life  t 
Disregarding  this  morbid  spirit  of  cynical  censure,  for  each  other's 
sake  and  our  own,  let  us  see  to  it  that  in  the  interchange  of  social 
sentiment,  the  generous  rivalry  of  debate,  the  literary  culture  of 
essay  and  lecture,  and  the  incidental  education  of  parliamentary 
order  ;  more  than  all  in  the  emphatic  impression  of  personal  re- 
sponsibility no  one  who  becomes  a  member  shall  fall  to  receive 
lasting  profit.  Above  all,  in  this  day  of  instability  and  infidelity, 
let  our  hold  upon  the  Bible  be  no  superficial  one.  Like  a  moun- 
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tain  pine,  that  wraps  its  roots  about  the  rocky  fastenings  of  some 
granite  cliff,  straying  before  winds  that  vainly  seek  to  tear  it  from 
its  security,  bowing  before  storms  that  cannot  wrench  nor  sweep 
K  from  its  rocky  resting-place,  so  let  as  hold  fast  to  the  Word  of 
God.  Here  plant  your  feet,  here  fix  yonr  faith,  here  rest  your 
hope,  here  root  your  love.  For,  when  the  everlasting  mountains 
shall  be  scattered,  and  the  perpetual  hills  shall  bow,  the  Rock  of 
Ages,  unshaken  amid  the  wreck  of  a  world,  shall  rise  from  out  of 
ehaos  moveless  and  serene. 

(to  be  coktinokd.) 


God,  get  its  true  inspiration,  speech  become  truly  eloquent,  and 
faith  soar  on  loftiest  pinions.  &  B.  P. 


GENERAL,    EFFORT. 

We  have  a  good  deal  in  these  times  to  say  of  associated  effort 
and  of  individual  effort ;  but  there  is  another  kind  that  is  very 
popular,  and  we  have  no  doubt  accomplishes  a  great  deal  of  .good, 
viz. :  General  Effort— that  is,  work  that  is  done  by  wholesale,  as  it 
were.  It  consists  in  speaking  at  anniversaries,  conventions,  prayer- 
meetings,  and  wherever  masses  are  gathered ;  in  subscribing  a 
hundred,  or  a  thousand,  or  ten  thousand  dollars  to  some  good 
cause ;  giving  your  name  for  the  encouragement  of  some  worthy 
object ;  writing  for  the  papers  to  influence  public  opinion,  and  in  a 
multitude  of  ways  exercising  your  Influence  upon  the  community. 
We  have  nothing  to  say  in  disparagement  of  it ;  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  rejoicing  th&t  we  can  thus  disseminate  knowledge  and  truth, 
and  carry  conviction  to  those  thousands  of  miles  from  us.  There 
is  a  pleasure  in  the  thought  of  such  power,  sufficient,  in  many  jn- 
stanees,  to  call  forth  the  exertion  that  is  made.  Man's  love  of  po  w- 
•  er  here  finds  a  large  field  for  gratification,  and  here  comes  the  dan- 
ger. Of  many  who  are  stars  in  the  world  of  benevolence,  we  fear 
it  may  he  sail  "they  have  their  reward"  in  the  applause  they  ob- 
tain, the  name  they  are  winning  among  men,  and  the  pecuniary 
prosperity  it  brings. 

We  know  of  no  better  test  of  a  public  benefactor's  benpvolence 
than  that  he  treats  with  liberality  those  who  are  in  his  employ,  or 
those  worthy  poor  who  are  brought  to  his  notice,  and  from  whom 
he  can  receive  only  a  "  Thank  you  "  Founding  institutions,  giving 
largely  to  public  objects,  is  no  genuine  test  of  a  man's  goodness  of 
heart;  but  kindness  to  a  poor,  lone,  human  being,  when  there  is  no 
one  to  applaud,  is.  It  is  related  of  Joseph II.  of  Germany,  that 
when  petitioned  in  behalf  of  an  old,  superannuated  officer,  who 
was  poor  and  needed  help,  and  had  ten  children  to  support,  he 
did  not  answer  the  petition,  bat  wont  in  person  to  the  poor  sol- 
dier, and  found  him  surrounded  by  eleven,  instead  of  ten  children. 
On  inquiring  why  there  were  eleven,  the  officer  replied,  pointing 
to  the  eleventh :  "  That  is  a  poor  orphan  I  found  at  my  door." 
The  Emperor  was  so  touched  by  this  act  of  generosity  that  he 
wept,  and  offered  to  make  them  all  his  pensioners. 

As  Christians,  we  are  in  danger  of  being  fascinated  by  the  glit- 
ter of  religious  work,  and  fail  of  that  personal  labor  which  most 
enriches  the  experience,  and  proves  to  the  incredulous  world  that 
our  convictions  are  beneath  the  surface;  that  our  graces  and  good- 
ness are  solid,  plated  jewelry,  which  will  by  and  by  wear  away, 
and  disclose  the  baser  metal. 

It'  we  have  the  talent  let  us  use  it  in  the  broadest  way,  but  let 
us  condescend  to  men  of  low  degree.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  be 
heard  at  conventions  and  in  prayer-meetings,  eloquently  advocat- 
ing the  cause  of  young  men,  and  talking  of  revivals ;  we  must 
take  hold  of  the  very  horns  of  the  altar;  speak  personally  to  young 
men  as  they  visit  our  rooms  ;  go  to  their  brdsidts  when  sick,  and 
not  leave  it  all  to  the  proper  committee.  Take  something  from 
your  own  pocket  as  you  are  able,  and  not  trust  to  the  charity  fund. 
General  effort  excites  the  ambition;  appeals  more  to  the  mind. 
Personal  contact  touches  the  heart;  makes  us  acquainted  with 
the  failings  of  men  and  their  real  needs.  If  we  attempt  to 
satisfy  our  sense  of  duty  by  general  duties,  wo  sha'l  foster  a  spirit 
of  hypocrisy  in  ourselves,  and  be  like  tinklinar  brass.  To  experi- 
ence theluxury  of  doing  good,  disrobe  itof  glittering  generalities 
and  come  to  the  level  of  single,  struggling;  humanity.  And  in  this 
way  only  can  General  Effort,  when  influenced  by  the  Spirit  of 


THE     HERBERGE    ZUR      HEIMATH     AND 
YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRIST TAN  ASSO<  IATION 
BUILDING    IN   HAMBURG,    GER- 
MAN*. 

The  Association  at  Hamburg  and  the  multitudes  of  strangers 
there  have  long  demanded  a  building  that  would  be  a  "  home  " 
for  strangers,  and  also  for  the  Association.  At  last  this  want 
has  been  satisfied.  The  house  is  in  a  very  active  business  part  of 
the  city,  and  is  daily  visited  by  multitudes  of  strangers.  The  As- 
sociation has  spacious  and  beautiful  rooms,  and  the  building  gives 
general  satisfaction.  It  contains  one  hundred  beds.  Toes*  are 
constantly  occupied,  thus  giving  worktngmen  no  necessity  for 
going  to  low  taverns. 

UNDER    THE    SNOW. 

BY  MARY  A.  FORD. 

Closk  to  the  heart  of  tbe  sweetest  rose, 

Sharp  thorns  mill  grow ; 
And  over  the  fairest,  sunniest  paths) 

Must  drift  the  snow. 
The  summer's  wreath  and  the  autumn's  crown 
Must  slowly  shiver  and  flutter  down, 
From  groves  of  crimson  and  gold  and  brown, 

To  fade  'neath  the  dreary  snow. 

Out  from  the  old  home's  sheltering  nest, 

We  each  must  go, 
To  toil  and  battle,  an-i  bravely  stem 

Life's  ebb  and  flow. 
For  every  heart  of  love  and  song 
Must  know  some  shadow  of  pain  or  wrong, 
And  each  must  be  shrouded  is  death  erelong, 

And  lie  'neath  the  sitting  snow. 

But  a  better  home  and  a  better  life 

We  all  may  know, 
In  a  land  where  the  cruel,  cankering  thorn 

Will  never  grow, 
Where  the  palm-jrrove  bears  an  unfading  crown,' 
Fairer  than  crimson,  or  gold,  or  brown, 
Where  f»int  and  weary  we  lie  not  down, 

To  sleep  'neath  the  drifting  snow. 

O  vales  of  Eden !  where  we  shall  meet 

Beyond  life's  woe; 
The  tried,  and  faithful,  and  well-beloved 

Of  long  ago ; 
Where  over  the  river  so  dark  and  cold, 
Though  spanned  by  invisible  cords  of  gold, 
We  shall  be  r<>bed  in  the  heavenly  fold, 

With  garments  as  white  as  snow. 

—Our  Montiif. 


Thb  whole  world  is  full  of  miracles  hut  our  eyes  must  be  pan, 
leat  because  they  are  so  common  to  us,  they  become  dim. 
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JTEED  OF  PROPER  MORAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

Tax  following  extract  is  from  a  moat  forcible  and  instructive 
■ennon  preached  by  Rev.  J.  R  Stone,  of  Fort  Wayne,  to  the  yonng 
men  of  his  congregation,  and  published  by  the  Vindicator: 

"Let  us  consider  some  of  the  special  needs  of  the  yonng,  and 
their  peculiar  perils  and  opportunities,  and  the  way  to  meet  them 
successfully. 

"  The  first  great  demand  of  the  young  is  for  proper  development, 
and  adequate  growing  strength  and  vigor. 

"  Life  is  growth,  and  demands  room  yet  more  and  more.  To 
limit  and  .restrain  physical  growth,  and  so  arrest  development  and 
maturity,  Is  to  dwarf,  and  shrivel,  and  de'orm  and  des>roy-  The 
arrest  of  mental  growth  produces  semi-idiocy,  or  complete  imbe- 
cility, and  to  makes  death,  not  life,  desirable.  So.  too,  if  moral 
character  is  not  properly  developed  and  matured ;  an  untimely 
birth  were  better.  A  man  of  selfish  and  dishonest  principles,  of 
unstable  moral  purposes,  and  of  irresolute  good  will — canable  of 
duplicity,  hypocrisy,  stratagems,  and  every  or  any  possible  base- 
ness— may  for  a  tlmebeapf  aremly  successful  and  prosperous,  and 
be  pronounced  fortunate.  Such  a  man  was  Nero.  Judas  Iscari- 
ot  was  another.  Nero's  mistress  and  last  wife.Poppea,  was  such 
a  character ;  and  so  was  Herodias,  the  designing  and  guilty  wife 
of  Herod  the  bloody,  whose  giddy  daughter  tialonie  was  instructed 
to  ask  for  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist. 

"  Alas  I  that  our  own  times  should  furnish  fresh  and  terrible 
examples  of  similar  and  equal  baseness.  Well  born  it  may  be, 
but  most  beggarly  bred ;  allowed  to  grow  up  uncontrolled  in  their 
desires,  unrestrained  in  their  passions,  unjroverned  in  their  wicked 
wilfulness;  full  of  selfishness,  full  of  evil,  full  oflustiul  fire;  they 
become  morally  dwarfed,  misshapen,  bedeviled :  the  '  children  of 
the  Wicked  One.' 

"  Young  men,  walk  carefully,  or  you  will  bn  terribly  misled  and 
fatally  deceived  by  wilfully  designing  or  willingly  blinded  self- 
appointed  guides.  They  will  tell  you  that  the  bad  and  the  vile 
are  only  imperfectly  developed ;  unfortunate,  misdirected,  and 
therefore  irresponsible,  and  by  no  means  wicked  and  guilty.  They 
will  try  to  make  you  believe  that  what  is  called  felony  and  crime 
is  but  the  result  of  insanity;  that  theft  is  but  a  mania ;  lying  and 
perjury  the  outgrowth  of  a  confusion  of  ideas  only;  drunkenness 
is  tbe  result  of  a  diseased  physical  and  moral  constitu'iou  ;  and 
debauchery  but  'sowing  one's  wild  oats' — perhaps  a  little  fool- 
ishly, but  quite  excusable  for  impulsive  young  men  of  an  ardent, 
passionate  nature. 

"  If  allowable  in  a  young  man,  why  not  equally  justifiable  in  his 
sister,  in  bis  idolized  betrothed  one ?  Such  conduct  is  really  no 
worse  in  one  sex  than  the  other.  It  is  bad  and  wrong,  wicked 
and  ruinous  in  both.  All  dishonest  deeds  and  intentions  are 
wicked  infractions  of  the  commandment,  '  Thou  shall  not  S'eall' 
All  falsehood  and  deceit,  and  purposes  to  misrepresent  and  mis- 
lead, is  lying,  and  if  accompanied  with  solemn  aeseverati  >n,  it  it 
perjury.  Every  cherished  impure  thought  or  unchaste  desire  is 
as  really  a  breach  of  the  seventh  commandment  as  are  vile  words, 
or  base  overtures,  or  illicit  deeds. 

"  It  is  time  that  this  confusion  of  ideas  and  miscalling;  of  the 
names  of  things  should  cease.  It  is  time  that  this  mischievous 
slime  of  the  serpent — tbe  spawn  of  infidelity  and  of  covert  diabol- 
ism, as  it  is,  seeking  to  gild  or  daub  over  tbe  difference,  and  con- 
found the  distinctions  between  right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice, 
good  and  evil,  should  be  made  to  appear  what  it  really  is — a  decep- 
tion, a  lie  and  a  snare.  It  is  time  that  sympathy,  and  pity,  and  nel  p 
were  given  where  they  belong — to  the  wronaed,  the  inj  ured,  the  de- 
frauded, the  bereaved — whom  cupidity  and  lust,  and  self-induced 
wilful  madness,  have  wounded  and  outraged,  and  well  nigh  killed ; 
aye.  it  may  bo  worse  than  murdered  1  Shame  on  those  pseudo- 
philanthropists  and  boastful  humanitarians,  self-styled  liberalists, 
but  at  heart  infidels,  who  are  clamoring  so  loudly  and  so  persist- 
ently in  behalf  of  thieves,  and  robbers  and  murderers,  whilethey 
have  not  one  word  of  substantial  sympathy  for  their  hapless  vic- 
tims! 

"  Young  men,  see  to  it  that  your  moral  principles  are  as  sound 
and  healthy,  as  vigorous  and  reliable,  in  all  emergencies,  as  the 
muscle-  of  your  right  arm,  the  bones  of  your  body,  and  the  nerves 
of  your  system — the  strength  and  entireness  ot  your  manhood. 
Better  a  crooked  spine  than  an  irresolute  will.  Flabby  and  pow- 
erless muscles  are  better  than  love  of  ease  and  self-indulgent 
habits.  Cartilage,  instead  of  bones,  is  not  so  bad  as  mere  senti- 
mentallsm  and  good  wishes  that  do  not  express  themselves  in  res- 
olute good  purposes,  and  fixed,  persistent  determination  of  heart 
to  do  as  well  as  dare — to  '  do  good,'  to  do  right,  everywhere  and 
always.  A  good  physical  development  is  of  immense  importance 
and  priceless  worth.  A  sound  mind  and  vigorous  intellrct, 
well  furnished  and  disciplined,  is  more  than  a  fortune, 
more  than  a  kingdom;  but  a  pure  heart,  a  divinely  fixed 
purpose  and  resolute  will,  with  hasits  of  self-control  and  tireless 
industry,  ever  pursuing  definite,  worthy,  and  noble  ends,  trusting 


in  God— trusting  in  God  and  doing— delighting  one's  self  hi  the 
Lord,  yet  working  with  all  one's  might — committing  one's  way 
unto  God,  trustingly,  confidently,  yet  all  the  time  poshing,  push- 
ing persistently— this  is  life !  This  is  the  earnest  of  prosperity ; 
this  is  success.   ' 


A  Martyr  to  Leisure.— Robert  Dale  Owen,  in  his  Autobi- 
ography, thus  describes  one  of  his  fathers  partner's  in  business : 

"  A  man  of  letters,  educated  to  every  classical  attainment,  and 
the  inheritor  of  a  princely  fortune,  this  gentleman  had  been  able 
to  gratify,  at  a  wish,  his  cultivated  tastes.  His  marriage  was  for- 
tunate, and  his  children  grew  up  around  him  with  the  fairest 
promise.  He  had  a  handsome  town  house  in  a  fashionable  square 
in  London,  and  a  country-seat  six  or  eight  miles  off  in  the  midst 
of  one  of  those  magnificent  English  parks  —the  ideal  of  stately 
rural  clearance — with  its  trimly  kept  lawn  and  its  wide-spreading 
chase,  dotted  over  with  clumps  of  noble  old  trees,  where  the  deer 
sought  refuge  from  the  noonday  heat,  and  a  lair  at  nightfall. 

"  Its  owner  had  travelled  over  Europe,  and  brought  back,  as 
mementoes  of  his  journey,  paintings  and  statuary  by  some  of  the 
best  masters,  ancient  and  modern,  with  which  to  adorn  his  favor- 
ite retreat.  The  house  itself,  in  which  1  spent  some  happy  days, 
with  its  rich  marble  columus  and  balustrades,  wasa  fine  specimen 
of  the  pnrt-st  Palladian  manner,  where  all  that  luxurious  refine- 
ment could  devise  had  been  unsparingly  lavished. 

"  There  my  father — during  a  briff  interval  In  hie  own  public  life 
of  incessant  bustlo — found  his  friend,  with  no  occupation  more 
pressing  than  to  pore  over  the  treasures  of  his  library,  and  no 
graver  care  than  to  superintend  the  riches  of  a  conservatory  where 
wealth  had  brought  together,  from  half  tbe  world,  its  choicest 
plants  and  flowers.  They  spent  some  days  of  undisturbed  quiet ; 
not  an  incident  beyond  the  conversation  of  a  sedate  and  intellec- 
tual family  circle  and  the  arrival  and  departure  of  a  friend  or  two 
to  break  the  complete  repose. 

"  Delightful  my  father  thought  it,  in  contrast  with  the  busy  tur- 
moil he  had  left;  and  one  day  he  said  to  his  host,  'I've  been 
thinking  that  if  I  ever  met  a  man  who  has  nothing  to  desire,  you 
must  be  he.  You  have  health,  cultivation,  a  charming  family. 
You  have  gathered  round  you  every  comfort  wealth  can  give,  the 
choicest  of  all  that  nature  and  art  can  supply.  Are  you  not  com- 
pletely happy  f 

"  Never,  my  father  said  to  me,  would  he  forget  the  sad,  unex- 
pected reply :  '  Happy  I  Ah  I  Mr.  Owen,  I  committed  one  fatal 
error  in  my  youth,  and  dearly  have  I  paid  for  it  I  I  started  in  life 
without  an  object,  almost  without  an  ambition.  My  temperament 
disposed  me  to  ease,  and  I  indulged  it.  1  said  to  myself,  "  I  have 
all  that  I  see  others  contending  for :  why  should  1  struggle?''  I 
knew  not  the  curse  that  lights  on  those  who  have  never  to  strug- 
gle for  anything.  I  ought  to  have  created  lor  myself  some  definite 
pursuit,  literary,  scientific,  artistic,  political — no  matter  what,  so 
there  was  something  to  labor  for  and  to  overcome.  Then  I  might 
have  been  happy.' 

"  My  lather  suggested  that  he  was  scarcely  past  the  prime  of  life, 
and  that  in  a  hundred  ways  he  might  still  benefit  others,  while 
occupying  himself.  '  Come  and  spend  a  month  or  two  with  me 
at  Braxfield,'  he  added.  '  You  have  a  larger  share  in  the  Lanark 
mills  than  any  of  my  partners.  See  lor  yourself  what  has  been 
done  for  the  work-people  there  and  for  tueir  children ;  and  give 
me  the  benefit  of  your  suggestions  and  your  aid.' 

" '  It  is  too  late,'  was  the  reply.  '  The  power  is  gone.  Habits 
are  become  chnins.  You  can  work  and  do  good ;  but  for  me— in 
all  the  profitless  years  gone  by  I  seek  vainly  for  something  to  re- 
member with  pride,  or  even  to  dwell  on  with  satisfaction.  I  have 
thrown  away  a  life.  I  feel,  sometimes,  as  if  there  were  nothing 
remaining  to  me  worth  living  for.' 

"  And  neither  then,  nor  at  any  future  time,  did  this  strange  mar- 
tyr to  leisure  visit  the  establishment  in  which  he  had  invented  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars." — Atlantic  Monthly  for  March. 


The  Bible  a*  a  Literary  Work.— a*  a  literary  work,  the 
Bible  has  a  supremacy  over  all  other  books.  As  a  book  of  poetry, 
it  presents  the  sublimest  thoughts  upon  the  most  sublime  themes; 
the  glories  of  heaven  and  the  beauties  of  the  earth  contribute  to  its 
excellence.  As  a  history,  it  brings  things  hidden  to  light ;  it  ac- 
quaints us  with  creation,  salvation,  the  origin  of  nations,  and 
providential  control — historian  that  most  otherwise  have  remained 
unwritten.  In  it  we  have  reasonings  that  are  logical,  clear,  con- 
cise, aud  of  such  depth  that  the  strongest  mnds  find  themselves 
unable  to  comprehend.  Here  is  eloquence  that  has  moved  alike 
the  monarch  and  the  slave,  and  equally  aroused  the  learned  and 
the  ignorant.  The  character  of  the  whole  book,  considered  in  re- 
gard to  its  literary  merits,  excites  the  deepest  veneration,  and 
arouses  the  highest  esteem,  and  indelibly  impresses  the  conviction 
that  of  all  books  the  Bible  is  supreme. — Ihe  OhrUtian  Worker. 
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THE   LAST. 

With  the  number  now  issued  the  publication  of  The  Asso- 
ciation Monthly  ceases.  For  more  than  six  years  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  has  patiently  and  persistently  labored  to 
found  a  periodical  which  should  speak  to  the  young  men  of 
America,  in  regard  to  those  high  interests  which  the  Christian 
Associations  are  designed  to  protect  and  foster  in  all  with 
whom  they  have  an  influence.  During  all  this  period  the  Com- 
mittee has  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the  General  Conven- 
tions, and  in  accordance  with  the  constantly  repeated  reso- 
lutions of  approval  adopted-  in  local  conventions.  In 
the  efforts  thus  put  forth,  the  Committee  has  not  met 
with  the  practical  encouragement  or  success  which  ev- 
ery one  of  its  members  is  satisfied  was  deserved.  After 
long  and  careful  consideration,  the  conclusion  has  been 
reached  which  is  now  announced.  The  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee, in  regard  to  the  vast  importance  of  a  periodical  repre- 
senting the  interests  of  the  Associations  and  of  the  young  men 
of  America,  in  the  particulars  indicated,  as  stated  in  their  six 
annual  reports  to  the  Conventions,  is  unchanged  ;.  but  rather 
the  experience  of  each  successive  year  has  strengthened  this 
opinion  in  the  mind  of  every  member  of  the  Committee.  Each 
one  is  ready  now  to  perform  increased  labor,  and  make  larger 
sacrifices  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  provided  the 
brethren  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  whose  avowed  interest 
in  the  cause  of  the  Associations  is  equal  to  their  own,  will 
render  a  corresponding  service.  This  the  Committee  cannot 
now  expect.  Without  it  they  ought  not  to  proceed  further 
with  the  publication. 

It  causes  every  member  of  the  Committee  the  utmost  sorrow 
to  make  this  announcement.  But  it  is  done  under  the  clearest 
indications  as  to  its  propriety.  The  Quabtbbly  and  Month- 
ly, in  the  short  course  they  have  run,  have  rendered  to  our 
cause  an  inestimable,  and,  in  some  quarters,  an  unappreciated 
service.  They  have  strengthened  the  Associations,  instructed 
the  workers  in  them,  diffused  information,  corrected  errors 
concerning  them,  helped  to  build  up  an  Association  literature, 
promoted  a  spirit  of  fraternity  and  union  between  the  differ- 
ent societies,  and  done  more  than  all  other  agencies  toward 
the  erection  of  buildings,  and  the  accumulation  of  building 
funds.  Toward  these,  as  unquestionable  results,  every  person 
who  has  contributed  in  any  way  to  the  support  of  the  period- 
icals can  point  with  pride,  and  in  the  benefits  flowing  from 
them  each  one  shares. 

That  there  is  room  and  need  for  such  a  periodical,  none 
can  doubt.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  Associations, 
and  the  men  of  wealth  and  position  who  are  now  in  them,  have 
suffered  the  favorable  moment  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
object  to  pass  by  or  not.  That  it  could  have  been  done  the 
Committee  conscientiously  believes  ;  that  the  favorable  moment 
may  again  recur  its  members  will  ever  pray. 

The  Committee  would  deny  its  members  a  real  pleasure  if  it 
failed  here  to  render  most  hearty  thanks  to  those  brethren 
who,  seeing  the  importance  of  this  enterprise,  have,  in  various 
ways,  by  speech,  by  pen,  by  pecuniary  and  literary  contribu- 
tion, rendered  substantial  service  in  the  accomplishment  of 
the  results  assured.  The  Associations,  which  they  love,  are 
their  debtors.  In  what  they  have  done  the  cause  of  the  Mas- 
ter, whom  they  love  and  serve,  has  been  advanced.  Grateful 
for  help  from  so  many  hands,  for  the  sympathy  of  so  many 
hearts,  the  members  of  the  Committee  say,  Farewell  I  j 

The  members  of  the  Committee  have  not  felt  justified  in  J 


suspending  the  publication  of  The  Monthly,  without  making 
arrangements  for  the  continued  issue  of  the  news  of  the 
Associations,  and  for  occasional  discussions  of  their  work. 
They  considered  the  Christian  Weekly,  by  reason  of  its  objects, 
of  its  publication  agency,  its  editorial  staff,  and  its  record  al- 
ready made,  as  more  likely  than  any  other  paper  to  speak  un- 
derstandingly  of  the  Association  cause.  Accordingly,  an  ar- 
rangement has  been  made  with  its  managers  which  will  secure 
these  results.  The  regular  issues  of  the  Weekly  will  hereafter 
contain  a  considerable  proportion  of  matter  relating  to  the  As- 
sociations, prepared  by  Dr.  Verranus  Morse,  whose  pen  has  so 
long  been  at  our  service,  and  whose  knowledge  of  our  work, 
both  in  its  facts  and  its  philosophy,  is  surpassed  by  none. 

The  subscribers  to  The  Monthly  will  receive  the  Weekly 
hereafter,  until  their  subscriptions  expire,  unless  they  shall 
elect  to  receive  back  in  money  the  proportion  yet  unearned. 

The  terms  upon  which  this  arrangement  have  been  settled 
are  so  satisfactory  to  the  Committee,  and  so  advantageous  to 
our  cause,  that  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  all  the  members  of 
the  Associations  will  exert  themselves  to  secure  an  extensive 
circulation  of  the  Weekly.  Through  it  we  shall  now  reach  the 
very  large  number  of  persons  who  are  its  constant  readers, 
and  thus  do  much  for  our  work. 


On  our  own  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of  the  American  Tract 
Society,  we  give  cordial  greeting  t#  the  large  army  of  Chris- 
tian workers  banded  together  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association.  Identified  with  you  in  the  labors  of  the  past,  we 
share  with  you  your  hopes  of  achievement  in  the  future.  Rec- 
ognizing and  appreciating  the  incalculable  benefits  which  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  have  conferred  upon  the 
country,  directly  by  their  labor*,  indirectly  by  their  develop- 
ment of  a  broad,  liberal,  progressive,  and  unaectarian  spirit  in 
Christian  work,  we  count  ourselves  happy  to  become  in  a  closer 
measure  affiliated  with  you  as  Christian  fellow-workers. 

Respecting  the  character  of  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly, 
and  its  power  to  attract,  to  interest,  to  stimulate,  and  to  in- 
struct, it  does  not  befit  us  to  speak  ;  we  can  only  invite  you 
to  become  personally  acquainted  with  it,  and  to  judge  for  your- 
selves. For  this  purpose,  specimen  copies  of  the  Illustrated 
Christian  Weekly  will  be  sent  free  to  any  officer  or  member  of 
an  Association  desiring  them  for  the  purpose  of  examination 
or  of  introduction  to  others.  Especially  favorable  terms  will 
be  made  With  any  person  willing  to  act  as  its  agent  and  procure 
subscribers.  For  this  purpose,  address  Mr.  F.  W.  Wagner, 
Managing  Publisher. 

The  power  of  the  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly  to  render  di- 
rect service  to. you  in  your  Christian  work  will  depend  in  no 
small  measure  upon  your  cooperation.  The  low  price  of  the  pa- 
per— two  dollars  a  year,  making  it  the  cheapest  first- class  illus- 
trated weekly  in  the  world — puts  it  within  the  reach  of  almost 
every  one.  It  has  no  occasion  to  ask  you  for  any  other  pecu- 
niary aid  than  such  as  your  subscriptions  will  afford.  Its  rap- 
idly increasing  subscription-list  renders  such  appeals  needless. 
But  its  editors  desire  to  know  their  readers,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose they  invite  from  you  communications,  either  giving  in- 
formation respecting  work  accomplished,  or  questions  or  sug- 
gestions respecting  the  best  methods  of  Christian  work  ;  or 
respecting  that  Christian  experience  which  is  the  sap,  without 
which  all  work  is  but  acrid  and  juiceless. 

That  we  are  personally  glad  to  enlarge  our  circle  of  readers, 
and  to  have  the  opportunity  of  speaking  in  our  weekly  issue 
to  such  an  audience  as  is  comprised  in  the  Younp  Men's  Chris- 
tian Associatieu,  we  take  no  pains  to  conceal.  But  our  chief 
gratification  in  the  union  which  has  been  effected  by  the  merg- 
ing of  The  Association  Monthly  in  the  Illustrated  Christian 
Weekly  consists  in  the  fact  that  it  brings  into  close  cooperation 
two  of  the  most  important  undenominational  bodies  of  Chris- 
tian workers,  and  thus  is  a  new  step  toward  the  realization  of 
Christ's  prayer  that  we  may  all  be  one  in  Him. 

Lyman  Abbott, 
S.  E.  Warns*. 
Editors  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


District  Conventions  in  Pennsylvania, 

It  his  been  a  privilege  and  pleasure  to  cooperate  for  »  few 
days  with  the  brethren  who  are  holding  district  convenMons  at 
various  places  in  Pennsylvania.  More  than  a  year  ago,  Rev.  S. 
A.  Taggart,  State  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Johnson,  the  echo  of 
whose  voice  in  sacred  song  is  now  heard  in  almost  every  Associ- 
ation throughout  the  commonwealth,  entered  on  this  work.  Many 
conventions  have  been  held,  and  their  power  has  been  felt  as 
much  in  quickening  and  bnilding  up  feeble  Associations,  as  in 
founding  new  ones.  These  assemblies  may  be  said  to  have  be- 
come an  institution,  or  rather  institute  in  the  State. 

The  plan  pursued  is  very  simple.  Through  correspondence 
with  the  State  Secretary,  the  time  and  place  are  appointed,  and 
neighboring  societies  are  invited  to  send  delegates.  For  two 
days,  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  sessions  are  held.  Prayer 
and  promise  meetings  open  each  session.  The  service  of  song, 
under  the  inspiring  conduct  of  Mr.  Johnson,  aids  both  devotion 
and  discussion.  Reports  from  neighboring  societies  are  heard. 
Sometimes  members  of  the  State  Executive  Committee  are  pres- 
ent to  utter  words  of  cheer.  The  Secretary  and  Mr.  Johnson  talk 
'of  the  work,  and  its  methods  among  similar  communities.  The 
cottage-meeting,  the  Bible-class,  the  open-air  service,  the  reading 
room,  or  whatever  form  of  effort  is  nearest  at  hand  and  most  prac- 
ticable, is  described.  Their  words  are  reinforced  by  the  brethren. 
The  farewell  meeting  is  often  very  impressive,  and  almost  invari- 
ably a  decided  and  abiding  impulse  is  given  to  Christian  activity. 

At  Waynesboro,one  of  these  conventions  was  held  with  excellent 
results.  Delegates  from  Chambersburg  were  present.  The  first 
year  of  the  Association  in  Waynesboro,  just  closed,  has  been 
fruitful  in  the  churches  and  the  community.  The  cottage-meeting, 
the  Bible-class,  and  personal  consecration  were  the  themes  dwelt 
upon.  Enthusiasm  was  kindled,  and  the  morning  after  the  fare- 
well meeting,  brethren  from  Waynesboro  accompanied  the  Secre- 
tary (who  was  on  his  way#to  Newville,  to  attend  the  next  conven- 
tion) as  far  as  Greencastle.  Here  a  morning  meeting  was  held,  a 
desire  to  form  an  association  was  awakened,  and  a  few  delegates 
tarried  to  aid  in  completing  the  organization. 

At  Newville,  delegates  from  Carlisle,  Shippensburg,  and  New- 
burg  reported  progress. 

At  Carlisle,  since  the  recent  State  Convention,  a  mission 
church  has  been  bought,  and  $700  of  the  $900  needed  was 
speedily  raised.  The  religious  work  has  been  quickened  and 
extended. 

In  the  small  town  of  Newburg,  three  fruitless  attempts  were 
made  to  form  an  Association  before  the  fourth  successful  move- 
ment was  made  by  brethren  who  would  not  be  discouraged. 
Their  faith  and  zeal  are  now  encouraged  by  support  from  others, 
and  a  quite  excellent  work  is  reported.  Would  not  similar  con- 
ventions in  every  State  and  province  be  productive  of  great 
good  f  Will  not  State  and  provincial  Executive  Committees  give 
this  subject  their  earnest  attention  T  Richard  C.  Morse. 


charming  song,  which  elicited  much  applause,  and  was  enthsias- 
tically  encored.  The  next  in  order  was  an  extract  from  the  sec- 
ond act  of  Schiller's  "  Piccolomini,"  in  which  seven  of  the  members 
participated.  With  but  one  exception,  the  parts  were  exceedingly 
well  spoken.  Then  came  a  poem,  "  The  Owl."  The  choir  closed 
the  exercises  with  the  Lutheran  "  Praise  the  Lord." 

The  proceeds  of  the  entertainment  were  donated  to  the  Ladies' 
Society  for  the  aid  of  theological  students  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
The  sum  realized  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which, 
though  small,  will  do  something  toward  increasing  the  number 
of  active  workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard.  Amicus. 


New- York,  January,  1873. 
The  Toung  Men's  Christian  Association  connected  with  St. 
Matthew's  Lutheran  church,  gave  a  very  interesting  entertain- 
ment in  the  lower  hall  of  the  church  (Elizabeth  and  Broorae- 
streets),  on  the  23d  of  January.  Notwithstanding  the'  exceeding 
inclemancy  of  the  weather,  the  hall  was  completely  filled.  The 
programme  opened  with  a  quartet  by  the  choir  of  the  church.  Then 
followed  *«  The  Polish  Boy"  and  "  Walther,  the  Lost  Son,"  in  Ger- 
man, bo'h  spoken  by  members  of  the  society.  "  The  Tear,"  sung 
by  a  lady  of  the  choir,  produced  a  matked  impression.  A  dialogue 
in  German,  from  Schiller's  "  Tell,"  and  a  quartet  by  the  choir, 
closed  the  first  part  of  the  programme.  The  second  part  com- 
menced with  the  "  Serenade,"  followed  by  Tennyson's  "  The  Charge 
of  the  Light  Brigade,"  and  Schiller's  "  The  Diver,"  both  delivered 
by  members.     The  next  was  a  duet  entitled  "  Frobslnn,"  a  moat 


NEWS  «F  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Items  upon  the  following  and  kindred  topics,  will  in 
specially  welcome  t 

1.  New  features  In  the  work.  %.  News  of  Conventions. 
3.  Interacting  Incidents.  4.  Instances  of  good  done  to  In- 
dividual*, ft.  Communities  awakened.  6.  Notices  of  As- 
sociations In  the  local  press.  1.  In  what  departments 
the  greatest  and  the  least  success  have  been  achieved. 

t^T"  Communications  containing  information  as  to  As- 
sociations or  meetings  should  be  sent  to  the  MONTHLY 
promptly,  while  the  news  Is  fresh.  Local  papers  con- 
taining notices  should  be  mailed  to  us  as  soon  as  pub- 
lished. 


ALABAMA. 

Selma. — The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Selma  Association 
was  held  at  the  rooms  in  Broad-street.  The  report  of  the  PresJ 
ident,  showing  the  workings  and  the  progress  of  the  Association 
the  past  year,  was  listened  to  by  a  large  and  interested  audience. 
The  roll  of  membership  contains  the  names  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  active,  fifty  -one  associate,  thirty-one  subscribing,  and  fourteen 
honorary  members.    The  following  officers  were  elected : 

President,  P.  G.  Wood.     * 

Vice  President,  H.  H.  Stewart. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  Butler  Wood  ward. 

Recording  Secretary,  E.  L.  Bell. 

Assistant  Recording  Secretary,  Minthorne  Woolsey. 

Treasurer,  E.  M  Boggs. 

Librarian,  W.  H.  Brozier. 

Executive  Committee,  T.  S.  Bowen,  H.  L.  McKee,  J.  H.  Franklin, 
R  C.  Kuble,  and  R.  O.  Lapsley. 

This  Association  is  doing  much  good  by  its  example  as  well  as 
work. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Meriden. — The  Meriden  Association  owns  a  fine  lot,  and  is 
preparing  to  raise  funds  to  build  a  new  house.  Nearly  7C0  choice 
new  books  have  recently  been  added  to  the  library,  which  now 
numbers  over  1500  volumes.  A  readiug-room,  well  supplied  with 
newspapers  and  magazines,  is  open  day  and  evening.  A  noon 
prayer-meeting  is  sustained,  and  a  Bible-class  meets  every  Sunday 
afternoon. 

Stonington. — The  Stonington  Association  was  organized 
something  more  than  a  year  ago,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  all 
who  desire  the  advancement  of  culture,  morality,  and  religion  in 
the  community  in  cooperative;  undenominational  work  for  that 
end. 

During  the  year'it  has  hired,  refitted,  and  furnished  an  attractive 
■room  ;  has  held  one  or  two  district  meetings,  given  one  course 
of  public  lectures,  and  maintained  religious  services  at  its  rooms 
every  Sunday  afternoon,  at  which  considerable  interest  has  been 
manifested.  This  has  been  done  by  the  members,  without  solicit- 
ing outside  aid,  for  they  meant  to  give  proof  of  the  sincerity  and 
feasibility  of  their  undertaking  before  asking  for  pecuniary  help 
from  others.  But  having  now  established  it  on  a  permanent 
footing,  they  desire  to  greatly  enlarge  its  usefulness  and  carry 
out  far  more  fully  the  purposes  for  which  It  was  formed,  and  the 
community  should  not  allow  them  to  be  crippled  in  their  efforts 
for  want  of  funds. 
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ILLINOIS. 

Chicago, — W.  W.  Vanarsdale,  Esq.,  communicates  the  fol- 
lowing facta  in  regard  to  a  feature  of  the  "  depot  work :" 

"  The  steam  railways  of  the  city  have  agreed  to  place  in  the 
coaches  Bible-racks,  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
are  now  securing  contributions  to  procure  Bibles  for  the  same.  A 
large  collection  was  taken  up  for  this  purpose,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Dr.  Goodwin,  last  Friday,  at  the  meeting  in  the  Third  Presby- 
terian church.  A  rack  was  exhibited  on  the  occasion,  made  of 
cast  iron,  and  contains  in  gilt  letters, '  Bible,  read  and  return,'  and 
is  large  enough  to  hold  one  book.  It  is  proposed  to  place  four  of  these 
racks  in  each  passenger-coach.  The  cost  is  only  $2.50  per  coach. 
A  circular  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Association  that  will  set  forth  the 
facts  and  call  for  contributions.  In  this  work  the  Association  will 
co  Derate  with  the  Bible  Society,  and  no  doubt  much  good  will  be 
done.  Bibles  have  already  been  placed  in  the  coaches  of  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  and  the  Atlantic  and  Great 
Western  Railways,  where  they  have  proved  a  successful  experi- 
ment. Parties  desiring  to  contribute,  if  by  letter,  should  address, 
care  of  Committee  on  Depot  Work,  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation Booms,  No.  97  West  Bandolph-street,  Chicago." 


INDIANA. 

Fort  Wayne. — The  Association  at  Fort  Wayne  has  a  mem- 
bership of  about  800.  It  has  recently  commenced  the  publication 
of  a  paper,  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  its  members,  and  infusing 
new  life  and  vigor  into  its  efforts. 

Indianapolis. — The  Indianapolis  Association  has  established 
sleeping  and  soup  rooms  for  wandering  and  destitute  young  men 
who  from  time  to  time  find  their  way  to  that  city. 

Lebanon. — A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  been 
organized  here,  and  is  earnestly  at  work.  The  pastors  and  churches 
are  heartily  co  perating  with  the  young  men. 

MASS  A  CHU SETTS. 

Boston.— In  the  February  number  of  the  Monthly  It  was 
"luted  that  the  managers  of  the  Boston  Association  were  perfect- 
ing a  scheme  to  raise  money  to  pay  for  their  new  building.  The 
Examiner  and  Chronicle  Bays  the  following  is  the  plan  fixed  on  : 
"  A  Bazaar  is  to  be  held  in  April  in  Music  Hall — a  Bazaar  for 
all  nations.  A  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  to  be  cleared,  and  the 
affair  is  to  be  carried  on  with  great  eclat." 

Lowell. — The  Lowell  Association  held  its  anniversary  the  last 
Sabbath  evening  in  January,  in  Huntington  Hall.  The  half- 
hour  previous  to  the  regular  exercises  was  devoted  to  a  praiee- 
meetiug.  The  annual  report  showed  that  a  good  work  had  been 
well  done,  but  the  Association  closed  the  year  $1200  in  debt.  It 
has  recently  added  the  pastors  of  the  city  to  its  several  committees, 
and  in  his  way  become  more  closely  identified  with  the  churches. 

Lynn. — Sarah  Smiley  has  labored  several  weeks  the  past 
winter  in  Lynn,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association. 

Springfield.— The  Springfield  Association  holds  meetings 
every  Sunday  afternoon,  at  1  o'clock,  in  the  old  Boston  and  Albany 
Railroad  building.  These  meetings  reach  many  who  are  never 
found  in  our  churches. 


mittee,  please  remember  me  to  him.  He  will  call  to  mind  our 
trip  in  Michigan  in  behalf  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation in  Michigan  colleges  in  1870." 


MINNESOTA. 

Minneapolis.— Wo  have  been  permitted  to  take  the  follow- 
ing interesting  and  suggestive  extracts  from  a  communication  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Executive  Committee,  by  Isaac  C.  Seeley,  of 
Minneapolis,  Minn. : 

"  I  have  spent  the  past  year  in  this  city,  and  upon  my  arrival 
was  glad  to  learn  of  a  flourishing  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation. Every  Sabbath,  at  4  p.m.,  a  good  brother  leads  a  Bible- 
class,  which  is  composed  of  a  few  regular  attendants  and  a  num- 
ber of  strangers.  The  lesson  is  the  Union  Series,  and  always  par- 
ticipated in  with  interest  by  the  class.  Noon-day  prayer-meetings 
are  held  from  11.80  A.M.  to  12  M.  for  business-men.  These  meet- 
ings have  continued  with  interest  during  the  winter,  and,  as  the 
direct  result,  two  hopeful  conversions,  together  with  the  usual 
missions  of  relief,  encourage  the  Association  to  labor  and  hope  on. 
We  feel  the  nted  of  a  State  organization,  and  a  thorough  canvass- 
ing in  the  interest  of  the  Association.  If  the  agent  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  could  be  spared,  I  feel  confident  that  he  would  find 
a  hopeful  field  in  Iowa  (where  many  revivals  have  done  a  good 
work  daring  the  past  winter)  and  in  Minnesota. 

"  If  Mr.  Weidensall  is  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Executive  Com- 


MISSOURI, 

Kansas  City. — L.  S.  Stone  says :  "  Our  Association  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  We  employ  a  city  missionary,  who  is  doing 
a  good  work  on  the  levee.  John  B.  Gouirh  delivered  two  lectures 
here,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Association.  It  was  his  first  ap- 
pearance in  this  city." 

NEW-YORK. 

Brooklyn. — The  Association  Advocate  for  February  con- 
tains an  address  to  the  members  of  the  Brooklyn  Association,  from 
which  we  take  the  following : 

"  Be  to  this  Association  the  exponent  ot  a  noole  manhood  I  Let 
the  unconscious  influence  of  your  life  tell  on  those  about  you,  and 
then  put  forth  your  best  endeavors  to  farther  its  interests  in  every 
possible  direction.  Here  bring  earnestness  of  purpose ;  for  what 
is  it  achieves  great  results?  Earnestness.  Will  yoa  not,  young 
man,  seek  to  bring  some  one  other  young  man  or  woman  within 
the  circle  of  blessings  you  so  abundantly  enjoy  1  Each  month 
make  this  your  fixed  purpose,  that  this  Association,  now  number- 
ing its  thousands,  may  count  its  hundreds  of  thousands.  Make 
this  Association  such  a  motive  power  in  Brooklyn,  that  the  young 
men  and  women  may  no  loDger  spend  their  days  and  nights  in 
the  feverish  excitements  of  love  of  power,  love  of  applause,  love 
of  money,  love  of  pleasure ;  but  henceforth  their  whole  being 
shall  be  permeated  with  noble  aspirations — tbeir  service  framed 
after  the  Apostle's  precept :  '  Heartily,  as  unto  the  Lord.'  With 
this  for  your  watchword,  shall  this  city  be  redeemed  from  vice, 
infidelity  receive  baptism  from  revelation,  and  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  be  a  great  light  in  the  city." 

The  German  Association  is  progressing  well.  On  the  evening 
of  the  10th  of  February,  an  entertainment  was  given  by  the  Asso- 
ciation at  Day's  Hall. 

New-  York. — Morris  K.  Jesup,  President  of  the  New- York 
Association,  recently  gave  a  social  entertainment  at  his  house  in 
Madison-avenue,  to  the  working  members  of  the  Association. 
Over  four  hundred  were  present. 

Rome. — Our  rooms  are  pronounced  first-class.  They  are  al- 
ways open  and  free,  and  are  in  constant  use.  Many  a  young  man 
may  be  found  here,  spending  a  profitable  hour  or  more  of  an 
evening  among  our  books  and  papers,  who,  but  for  the  rooms, 
would  find  himself  in  unprofitable  society.  The  daily  union  prayer- 
meetings  held  at  the  rooms  are  well  attended,  and  are  the  source 
of  much  good  ;  while  the  evening  classes,  Bible-classes,  mission 
Sunday  schools,  and  other  mission  work  and  tract  paper  distribu- 
tion, are  doing  a  work  the  benefits  of  which  cannot  be  computed 
in  this  world.  The  "  Service  of  Song,"  too,  is  a  feature  ol  the  good 
work,  and  our  rooms  are  full  to  overflowing  every  Sunday  altar- 
noon. — Oncea  Month. 

Syracuse. — The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  for  the 
election  of  officers  was  held  at  the  rooms,  President  Hanchett  pre- 
siding. The  introductory  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  W.  S.  Franklin,  Chaplain  of  the  Association.  A  good  num- 
ber of  new  members  were  received.  The  following  are  the  names 
of  the  officers  Sleeted : 

President,  M.  W.  Hanchett.. 

Vice-President,  Rev.  M.  S.  Hard. 

Corresponding  Secretary.  O.  L.  F.  Browne. 

Recording  Secretary,  N.  8.  Curtiss. 

Treasurer,  A.  C.  Spencer. 

President  Hanchett,  in  a  few  brief  remarks,  indicated  the  general 
policy  he  should  pursue  during  the  year  to  come.  John  C.  Reed 
was  elected  Superintendent  of  Ha  wley-street  Mission  School,  Allen 
D.  Roberts  of  the  Eighth-ward  Mission,  and  John  T.  Jenkins  of 
the  Zion  Mission  School. 

OHIO. 

Cleveland. — A  New-Jersey  pastor,  who  has  been  spending 
"  two  delightful  Sabbaths  in  Cleveland,"  sends  the  following 
item  to  the  Examiner  and  Chronicle  :  "  Among  the  various  evan- 
gelical agencies  here,  I  would  notice  the  efficient  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  excellently  officered,  grandly  drilled,  and 
abundantly  successful." 

Ddyton.— At  the  third  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  it  was  estimated  that  folly  one  thou- 
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■and  persons  were  unable  to  gain  admission;  every  available  inch 
of  space  in  Music  Hail  was  occupied.  The  singing  was  led  by 
Professor  Stevens,  a  portion  of  Scripture  was  read  by  Rev.  C. 
Briggs,  followed  by  prayer  by  Rev.  Thomas  Collett.  The  report 
of  tbe  Treasurer,  John  U.  Winters,  showed  that  the  total  receipts 
for  the  year  amounted  to  $3608.11. 

Mr.  H.  P.  Adams.  Superintendent  of  the  Association,  presented 
his  annual  report,  showing  the  operations  of  the  Association  for 
the  pa-»t  year.  The  retiring  President  of  the  Association,  Mr.  E. 
A.  Daniels,  then  introduced  bis  successor,  Mr.  H.  E.  Parrott,  who 
took  the  chair  for  tbe  rest  of  the  evening. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Helwig  delivered  the  first  address.  He  said  that 
moral  advancement  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  material  progress 
of  the  »ge,  and  it  was  peculiarly  the  work  of  the  Association  to 
arouse  tue  slumbering  moral  sensibilities  of  the  people,  and  point 
them  to  higher  purposes  and  nobler  aims.  It  was  a  gratifying 
fact  that  young  men  were  engaged  in  this  work.  No  inconsider- 
able proportion  of  the  great  achievements  recorded  in  ancient  his- 
tory wan  the  work  of  young  men. 

R«-v.  J.  L.  Russell  said  that,  in  Us  judgment,  the  progressive 
spirit  of  the  age  was  embodied  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation. These  Associations  had  spread  over  the  country,  and 
had  reacued  a  position  of  eminent  usefulness  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time.  It  had  been  but  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury ago  since  a  poor  and  obscure  clerk  in  London  had  called  to- 
iLt  tuer  six  of  his  tello  *  s,  in  an  illy  light*!  room,  and  organized  the 
first  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  Since  then  tbey  had 
been  diffusrd  throughout  the  entire  country,  and  their  influence 
was  felt  in  every  direction. 

Rev.  Mr.  Claiwoitby  referred  to  the  perfect  harmony  between 
the  church  organizations  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation. There  was  no  antagonism  between  them.  The  young 
men,  organized  as  tbey  are,  can  reach  places  and  subserve  endn 
that  would  be  impracticable  for  the  churches  to  attempt.  It  was 
peculiarly  the  object  of  thes<  young  men  to  rescue  their  fellows 
from  the  temptations  of  the  world,  by  providing  tnem  social  en- 
joy meats  and  intellectual  diversions,  which  would  draw  them  away 
from  the  siuful  seductions  that  surrounded  them.  We  need  such 
worn  hs  mis,  Said  thespeaker,  especially  in  view  ofthe  many  iuduce- 
m<-nt8  to  vice  which  all  large  cities  offer  the  young,  and  unfortunate- 
ly ours  is  no  exception  to  tue  rule.  It  had  been  stated  that  in  Day- 
toa  there  was  a  u  ram-shop  to  every  ten  families  If  so,  this  was  an 
alarming  tact,  and  these  Christian  young  men  have  to  combat  with 
this  pmerfully  demoralizing  influence.  It  is  their  province  to 
provide  reading  mater  and  social  privileges  and  enjoyments  for 
our  youtli  and  lor  strangers,  that  will  save  them  from  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  bar  room,  the  billiard-saloon,  aad  the  gaming-house. 

P.esident  Parrott  then  introduced  Rev.  M.  A.  RicharlB,  who,  he 
stated  would  deliver  a  short  address.  Mr  Richards  spoke  of  the 
tendency  which  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  has  to  unite 
tue  efforts  of  all  Christian  people  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  Hie  re 
marks  developed  a  truly  catholic  spirit  in  religion,  and  were  inci- 
dentally a  cutting  reouke  to  a  spirit  of  bigotry  and  sectarianism. 

The  closing  address  was  deliver.nl  by  Kev.  J.  II.  Montgomery, 
who  i-aid  that  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  not  en- 
titled to  tbe  encouragement  and  prayers  of  Christian  people  be- 
cause it  was  composed  of  young  men,  but  Christians  should  pray 
for  it  and  cooperate  with  it  because  it  is  a  Christian  organization, 
based  upon  fie  ti  ue  principles  ol  religion  as  enunciated  by  Christ. 

The  greatest  interest  wa»  manifested  throughout  the  exercises 
notwithstanding  the  length  of  time  to  which  they  were  protracted. 
Fully  two  hundred  persous  stood  in  the  lobbies  and  aisles  during 
the  entire  time.  At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Montgomery's  address 
the  entire  crowd  rose  and  sang  the  doxology,  when  Rev.  Dr.  Van 
Home  pronounced  ihe  benedic  ion,  and  tbe  assemblage  dispersed. 
'  The  va-t  crowd  which  assembled  on  this  occasion  is  an  earnest  oi 
the  iuterest  which  the  Christian  people  take  in  the  work  of  the 
Association. 

Lockland. — F.  A.  Bierbo  wer  says : 

"  The  Association  has  during  the  greater  portion  of  last  year 
been  dead.  I  happened  to  be  at  a  meeting  last  August  or  Septem- 
ber, when  its  funeral  was  to  have  taken  place,  but  the  Spirit  of 
God  revived  it,  and  since  then  it  has  been  active,  and  exerting  a 
good  influence  upon  the  community.  We  have  no  rooms  except 
at  the  two  railroad-stations  passing  by  Lockland,  where  we  have 
files  of  papers,  and  several  choice  books,  with  motto  and  tract 
boxes.  Besides  this  we  have  services  at  the  City  Infirmary,  Hart- 
well,  every  Sabbath  afternoon,  at  8  o'clock ;  sprayer  and  praise- 
meeting  the  first  Sabbath  afternoon  in  every  month,  at  a  quarter- 
past  four  o'clock,  alternating  in  the  churches,  and  a  business  and 
social  meeting  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  month." 


PJEJOraXi  VANIA. 

Oermantown,.— Association  Hall,  the  handsome  new  build, 
ing  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Germantown,  on 
Main-street,  near  Haines,  was  last  evening,  March  4th,  formally 
dedicated  to  the  uses  of  the  Association  and  the  service  of  God. 
Long  before  the  hour  of  commencement  the  spacious  auditorium 
and  gallery  were  filled,  and  every  approach  was  packed  with  a 
moving  throng  anxious  to  gain  admission. 

The  exercises  were  opened  with  a  fine  organ  voluntary  by  Mr. 
Woodruff  Jones,  after  which  the  audience  sang  the  good  old  Cor- 
onation hymn,  "  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name."  Rev.  Dr. 
Luther  Albert  read  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel,  and 
Rev.  James  Lisk  followed  in  an  earnest  prayer  of  dedication.  The 
Oermantown  Madrigal  Society  gave  Mendelssohn's  "  Huntsman's 
Farewell"  in  excellent  ssyle. 

George  H.  Stuart.,  the  Chairman,  congratulated  the  Associ- 
ation, members  of  churches,  and  citizens  generally,  upon  the  fa- 
vorable auspices  under  which  the  new  hall  was  dedicated  He  felt 
it  a  great  honor  to  be  called  upon  to  preside  on  this  occasion.  Mr. 
Wm.  Adamson,  President  of  the  Association,  delivered  an  address. 
He  said  God  had  blessed  us  beyond  our  expectations.  Two  years 
ago  we  organized  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  This 
lot  and  building  was  purchased  in  June  of  last  year,  alterations 
and  additions  were  commenced  in  July.  The  lower  or  first  floor 
is  entirely  taken  up  for  the  uses  of  the  Association.  The  hall 
named  the  Association  Hall  is  for  the  use  of  the  Association  and 
tor  the  public.  The  entire  adaptiveness  of  the  rooms  and  hall  for 
the  purposes  intended  could  not  be  more  complete.  Airy,  well 
lighted  and  warmed,  thoroughly  ventilated,  and  far  enough  away 
from  the  street  to  avoid  the  noise  and  dirt  of  onr  principal  thorough- 
fares. Tbe  whole  building  with  its  appointments  speaks  for  itself. 
May  its  history  be  the  glory  of  God  in  the  conversion  of  sinners, 
the  upbuiidiusr  of  His  people,  and  the  good  of  man. 

The  lot  and  boildini»  cost $25,000 

Alieratlons,  additions,  and  furniture,  about 14.0110 

Or^an 1,640 

$40,640 

We  have  about  five  hundred  volumes  of  choice  books  in  the  libra- 
ry. We  have  on  our  tablesover  eighty  periodicals,  daily,  weekly,  and 
monthly,  and  the  attention  given  to  the  reading  of  these  and  the 
library- oooke  shows  that  they  are  appreciated.  The  annual  ex- 
penses have  been  $3100,  and  will  no  doubt  be  much  more  in  our 
new  house,  as  we  have  laid  out  greater  work  for  the  Master.  With 
God's  help  we  purpose  to  go  forward.  Will  you  help  ?  We  have 
subscriptions  to  Block  ot  about  $23,000,  leaving  about  $17,000  to 
be  subscribed  in  stock  before  the  present  building  is  paid  tor,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  the  citizens  of  Germantown,  seeing  the  necessi- 
ty for  our  undertaking,  will  promptly  make  up  this  account  and 
more. 

In  order  to  make  this  effort  complete  and  lasting — to  put  it  on 
a  paying  basis — it  is  very  necessary  that  the  lot  in  front  be  cov- 
ered with  five  stores,  and  a  hall,  or  small  rooms,  in  the  sesond 
story  for  public  purposes.  To  accomplish  this  we  must  have  $15,- 
000  more.  With  a  further  subscription  to  our  stock  of  $35,000- 
we  should  be  placed  entirely  out  of  debt,  capable  of  starting  a  first- 
rate  library,  and  keeping  it  up  with  the  funds  derived  from  rent. 
My  friends,  could  this  amount  of  money  be  laid  out  in  German- 
town  for  a  better  cause i  To  cover  the  amount  already  contracted 
tor,  we  have  issued  stock  (shares  in  the  building  fund  «.t  $10  each), 
giving  the  holder  an  interest  in  the  real  estate.  Our  present  mem- 
bership is  306,  comprising  active,  associate,  honorary,  and  life 
members. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Adameon's  remarks,  the  hymn,  "  Sol- 
diers of  Christ,  Arise,"  was  sung,  after  which  Rev.  J.  Peddie  deliv- 
ered an  address.  He  said  that  it  was  well  to  call  into  the  service 
of  God  the  unemployed  forces  lying  around  us.  What  the  Church 
of  God  neeus  to-day  is  action.  It  has  good  forces  buried  out  of 
sight.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
to  bring  the  dormant  resources  into  action,  to  scatter  the  responsi- 
bilities over  a  greater  number,  and  to  awaken  thoBe  latent  powers 
that  are  looking  for  employment.  We  must  "  learn  to  labor  and 
to  wait." 

Mr.  Peddie  was  followed  by  the  Madrigal  Society,  which  sung 
Abt's  beautiful  "  Parting  Day."  Rev.  Joseph  Barker,  ol  Scotland, 
once  known  as  an  infidel,  butnowaflrm  believer  in  Christianity,  and 
a  very  successful  minister  of  the  gospel,  was  the  next  speaker.  He 
gave  a  very  interesting  statement  of  the  origin  and  growth  of  his 
infidel  opinions ;  the  darkness  and  nnhappiness  of  soulthey  caused ; 
their  gradual  displacement  when  he  came  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
his  final  perfect  faith  in  its  divine  authorship.  He  would  take 
pleasuse  in  embracing  the  opportunity  to  say  a  word  lor  Ood  and 
the  Bible.  Next  to  Christ,  whom  it  presented,  it  is  the  most  po- 
tent means  of  drawing  mankind  toward  God  and  heaven.  His 
hopes  for  the  salvation  of  man  were  centred  in  it.    It  was  now  his 
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hope  to  impress  its  truth  upon  the  minds  of  men.  No  other  book 
has  such  power  over  the  hearts  of  men.  No  other  book  can  so  ef- 
fectually make  men  sensible  of  their  spiritual  necessities.  No  other 
book  has  such  transforming  power  oyer  the  lives  of  men.  No 
other  book  can  give  such  joy  and  happiness  in  time,  and  each 
blessed  relations  in  eternity. 

In  these  days  we  hear  much  of  science.  Without  the  controlling 
influence  of  religion,  science  is  nothing.  Science  is  a  means  of  in- 
creasing material  comforts,  and  of  piling  up  wealth.  But  unless 
wealth  is  received  and  used  as  the  gift  of  God,  it  is  not  always  a 
blessing.  Science,  to  be  a  real  blessing,  must  be  reconciled  with 
religion.  Science  cannot  reveal  God  as  Jesus  revi-als  Him.  It 
was  a  favorite  theory  with  some  of  the  ancient  astronomers  that 
the  night  was  caused  by  dark  stars,  which,  instead  of  light,  sent 
forth  darkness.  Carrying  out  this  figure,  which  is  true  in  a  moral 
sense  with  many  men,  we  may  say  that  all  that  infidelity  can  do 
for  men  is  to  ray  forth  darkne»s  as  the  sun  rays  forth  light,  and 
spread  the  darkness  of  midnight  over  human  souls.  He  exhorted 
young  men  to  take  the  Bible  as  their  guide,  and  in  following  its 
directions  they  could  depend  upon  God's  help  in  their  efforts  to 
save  and  regenerate  the  world. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ashton,  of  Philadelphia,  delivered  a  brief  address,  con- 

Satulating  the  Association  upon  its  hall  and   future  prospects. 
I  work  was  a  great  and  glorious  one,  and  he  exhorted  the  mem- 
bers to  diligence  and  perseverance. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  present  was  a  very  favorable 
opportunity  for  increasing  subscriptions  to  the  stock,  and  called 
for  volunteers.  In  a  very  short  time  four  hundred  and  thirty  shares 
were  subscribed,  representing  four  thousand  three  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  audience  then  joined  in  singing  the  doxology,  and  the 
benediction  was  pronounced  by  Rev.  A.  McCullagh.  Considered 
from  whatever  point,  the  dedication  was  a  grand  success,  and  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
present. 

Marrisburg. — The  eighteenth  anniversary  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  city  was  held  in  the  First  Lu- 
theran church.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  exercises  in- 
teresting. Mr.  M.  Stutzman  read  a  portion  of  the  twelfth  chapter 
of  Romans,  after  which  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson,  D.D.,  offered  an  im- 
pressive and  fervent  prayer.  Rev.  A.  K.  Strong,  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  delivered  the  opening  address.  John  E.  Patterson, 
President  of  the  Association,  read  the  following  report : 
~  "  Over  eighteen  years  have  passed  since  the  organization  of  this 
Association.    On  the  12th  day  of  December,  1854,  a  few  Christian 

Soung  men,  believing  that  their  efforts  would  be  most  successful, 
'  put  forth  in  behalf  ol  the  spiritual,  mental,  and  soc  al  improve- 
ment o(  those  of  their  own  age,  formed  themselves  into  a  society 
for  that  purpose.  At  once,  union  prayer-meetings  were  estab- 
lished. Prospered  in  these  enterprises,  and  praying  for  new 
fields,  they  were  directed  to  the  poor  and  outcast,  who  were  not 
accustomed  to  attend  upon  the  services  of  the  sanctuary.  To  reach 
these,  various  means  were  resorted  to.  To  those  who  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  enter  our  churches  they  went,  carrying  the 
'  glad  tidings.'  For  several  years  our  Association  has  kept  three 
objects  steadily  in  view — namely,  the  improvement  of  young;  men, 
spiritually,  mentally,  and  socially;  the  uniting  of  Christians  in 
stronger  bonds  of  harmony  and  affection,  and  the  conversion  of 
those  who  rarely  or  never  come  to  God's  house.  What  we  have 
done  during  the  past  year  to  promote  these  objects  the  following 
report  is  intended  to  show : 

"  Three  rooms,  centrally  located,  well  furnished  and  attractive, 
have  been  kept  open  every  day  except  Sunday.  The  tables  in  them 
have  been  regularly  supplied  with  papers  and  magazines.  A 
library,  containing  1205  well-selected  volumes,  has  been  tree  to  all 
disposed  to  conform  to  the  librarian's  rules.  Our  Superintendent 
is  always  at  his  poet,  to  receive  visitors,  and  answer  their  inqui- 
ries. The  following  union  prayer-meetings  have  been  held :  One 
daily,  except  Sundays,  and  one  every  Saturday  night,  with  few 
omissions ;  one  every  Sunday  evening  for  about  seven  months  (this 
begin  when  the  open-air  meetings  were  discontinued,  and  will  be 
discontinued  when  they  begin),  and  one  on  tlie  first  Sunday  after- 
noon in  every  month.  The  first  three  were  held  at  the  rooms,  the 
last  in  the  several  churches  of  our  city  in  order.  Street-preaching 
was  maintained,  with  few  interruptions  from  any  cause,  at  three 
stations,  every  Sunday  evening,  for  about  five  months.  The  in- 
mates of  the  county  prison  were  provided  with  religious  instruc- 
tion every  Sunday  but  two ;  and  the  poor  at  the  almshouse  were 
visited  and  addressed,  on  an  average,  three  Sundays  in  every 
month.    Total  number  of  religious  meetings,  683. 

"  One  hundred  and  ninety  t  wo  thousand  pages  of  tracts  were  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  city.  Fi  fieen  copies  of  the  Christian  Week 
ly,  lor  tbe  greater  portion  of  the  year,  were  statedly  placed  in  the 
barber-shops.  Eighty  Testaments,  and  a  number  of  cards  of  invi- 
tation to  our  rooms,  were  distributed  through  the  'cabooses,' 


which  are  attached  to  the  freight  trains  on  the  middle  division  of 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  Forty  copi-s  of  the  American  Mes- 
senger, in  German  and  Eoglich,  have  been  left  monthly  at  the 
jail,  to  be  given  to  the  prisoners.  Five  lectures  were  delivered, 
and  three  entertainments  given,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Associ- 
ation. 

"  This  is  but  a  summary.  To  those  who  do  not  consider  the  time 
expended,  attention  bestowed,  and  self-denials  undergone,  our 
labors  may  seem  inconsiderable.  In  estimating  them,  it  must  also 
be  remembered  that  the  members  of  the  Association  are  busily 
engaged  in  secular  pursuits,  as  well  as  actively  employed  in  dis- 
charging the  duties  required  of  tbem  by  their  respective  churches. 
To  prosecute  its  work  the  past  year,  it  cost  over  $  1000 ;  the  com- 
ing year  as  much,  if  not  more,  will  be  required.  To  make  up  the 
sum  we  must  rely  mainly  upon  the  general  public;  $050  bave 
already  been  subscribed.  The  balance  should  be  raised  before  the 
close  of  the  present  month  ;  for  it  is  important  that  we  enter  upon 
the  year  with  no  such  anxiety  as  the  insufficiency  of  funds  to  meet 
current  expenses  always  occasions.  I  have  noticed  that  tbe  Asso- 
ciation has  always  been  most  prosperous  when  its  treasury  has 
been  well  stocked. 

"  In  looking  over  the  past,  let  us  call  to  mind  our  mistakes,  that 
they  may  not  be  committed  in  the  future.  Keeping  clearly  in 
view  the  objects  for  which  we  strive,  and  trusting  in  Him  who 
hath  led  us  thus  far,  let  us  go  forward,  endeavoring  to  do  faith- 
fully and  well  what  our  hands  find  to  do." 

Rav.  R.  J.  Keeling,  of  St.  Stephen's  Episcopal  church,  delivered 
an  eloquent  and  impressive  address  at  the  conclusion  of  the  re- 
port, after  which  the  doxoloey  waB  sung  by  the  choir,  and  the  ben- 
ediction was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Robinson.  The  anniversary  was 
an  interesting  occasion  for  the  Association  and  its  friends. 

Johnstown. — J.  R.  Caldwell,  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Johnstown  Association,  sends  the  following  cheering  com* 
munication : 

"  On  the  19th  of  February  a  delegation  of  the  Johnstown  Asso- 
ciation went  by  Invitation  to  Ebensburg,  the  county-seat  of 
Cambria  County,  and  held  a  series  of  very  interesting  meet- 
ings. The  claims  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  were 
presented  and  an  organization  effected,  with  a  membership  of  150. 
A.  Y.  Jones  was  elected  President,  and  C.  T.  Roberts  Secretary. 
All  the  meetings,  five  in  number,  were  well  attended,  and  marked 
interest  was  manifested. 

"  The  Johnstown  Association  has  been  active  during  the  past 
winter ;  especial  attention  "has  been  given  to  the  relief  of  the 
poor.  Tbe  Sabbath  afternoon  meetings  continue  to  be  well  at- 
tended. We  have  secured  the  use  of  the  Opera  House  for  these 
meetings,  and  expect  to  occupy  it  next  Sabbath." 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence. — The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  held 
a  large  and  spirited  meeting  at  their  rooms  last  evening,  March 
10th,  to  listen  to  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  recommend- 
ing the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  the  prosecution  of  their 
beneficent  work.  After  the  reading  of  the  report,  a  free  expression 
of  opinion  was  indulged  in  by  a  large  number  of  the  members,  all 
to  the  one  purpose  of  adopting  the  report,  and  expressive  of  warm 
desires  to  see  the  necessary  steps  to  ward  the  erection  of  a  building 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  city  taken  at  once.  No  one  present 
entertained  a  doubt  that  the  Association  was  doing  a  most  noble 
work  in  the  community,  and  that  it  was  justly  entitled  to  a  hearty 
encouragement  and  liberal  support  from  every  citizen,  whatever 
be  his  creed  or  color.  In  the  estimation  of  those  who  have'  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Association  at  heart,  and  are  closely 
identified  with  its  growth  and  purposes,  the  time  has  arrived  for 
increased  facilities  in  the  work  of  saving  young  men.  The  sense 
of  the  meeting  was  that  the  report  should  be  adopted,  which  was 
done  with  great  unanimity,  after  which  a  motion  was  made,  sec- 
onded and  carried,  to  refer  this  report  back  to  the  Board,  with 
directions  to  take  such  steps  as  they  may  deem  expedient  toward 
the  erection  of  an  Association  building.  The  Association  was  then 
invited  to  pass  into  the  lecture-room,  where  the  President,  Mr. 
Thomas  W.  Chace,  had  ordered  a  collation  to  be  prepared.  Here 
an  hour  or  more  was  spent  in  a  social  way,  in  eating  and  drinking, 
and  talking  over  the  work  they  had  recommended.  A  larger  or 
more  interesting  meeting  has  not  been  held  by  the  Association  in 
ten  years,  and  we  predict  for  this  institution  a  future  of  increased 
usefulness  in  the  direction  of  benevolent  ni  Christian  work.  The 
officers  and  Board  of  Managers  seem  intensely  interested  in  the 
project  before  them,  and  we  confidently  believe  the  funds  necessa- 
ry to  carry  out  their  proposed  enterprise  will  be  raised  with  great 
alacrity.— Prut. 
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VERMONT. 

Montpelier. — A.  J.  Howe,  President  of  the  ilontpelier  Asso- 
ciation, in  a  letter  to  the  publisher  of  Thb  Monthly,  says : 

"  We  are  striving:  to  do  something  in  our  blessed  Master's  cause. 
Never  was  there  more  interest  in  our  Association  than  at  present. 
We  continue  one  of  our  mission  Sunday  schools  during  the  win- 
ter, and  snail  open  the  otber  two  in  the  spring.  We  are  holding 
weekly  prayer-meetings  in  the  county  jail,  and  I  believe  that  God 
will  blew  our  efforts  in  that  direction." 


BRITISH  PROVINCES. 


NOVA  SCOTIA. 

Halifax.— lit.  W.  B.  McNutt,  the  faithful  Secretary  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Maritime  Provinces,  writes  from 
Halifax: 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  our  new  Association  build- 
ing is  under  contract,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupation  by  January 
1st,  1874.  The  site  is  a  very  eligible  one,  and  the  building  will 
be  an  ornament  to  the  city  and  a  credit  to  the  Association. 
The  qp«t  will  be  about  $35,000 ;  of  this  sum  $20,000  have  been 
already  subscribed,  and  we  have  secured  as  tenant  of  the  lower 
story  one  of  our  banking  institutions,  at  a  rental  which  will  en- 
able as  to  pay  the  interest  of  any  debt  it  may  be  found  necessary 
to  leave  upon  the  property  for  a  time. 

"  We  are  also  blessed  with  signs  of  spiritual  prosperity.  An 
increased  interest  has  of  late  been  manifested  in  our  prayer- 
meetings  at  the  rooms  and  in  the  Bible-class.  Our  Sabbath  after 
noon  meeting  in  the  Mission  chapel  continues  to  be  crowded,  and 
we  never  meet  without  realizing  the  presence  of  the  Master." 

ONTARIO. 

Toronto.— The  new  building  of  the  Toronto  Association,  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  Queen  and  James-streets,  is  built  of  brick, 
and  is  three  stories  high,  with  a  Mansard  roof  and  tower.  The 
height  of  tha  main  building  is  63  feet.  The  ground  floor  contains 
three  stores,  and  behind  these  there  is  a  large  and  lofty  gymnasi- 
um. On  the  first  floor  above  the  stores  is  the  reading  room,  44x39 
feet,  with  Secretary's  room  and  parlor,  all  communicating  with 
the  hall,  which  is  almost  square,  and  capable  of  seating  1100  peo- 
ple. The  ceiling,  enriched  with  moulded  panels,  is  supported  by 
four  light,  spiral,  bronzed  iron  column*.  The  next  story  contains 
a  large  room  for  prayer-meetings.  A  room  on  the  top  floor,  44x50 
feet,  is  rented  to  the$rood  Templars.  The  different  floors  are  reached 
by  a  wide,  substantial  staircase,  lighted  by  a  large  skylight.  The 
building  is  heated  throughout  by  steam.  The  cost  of  the  entire 
building  is  about  $30,000. 

At  the  dedication,  Wednesday  afternoon,  February  19th,  the  Pres- 
ident, John  Macdonald,  occupied  the  chair.  The  proceedings  were 
opened  by  singing-the  hymn, "  All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus'  Name." 
The  Very  Rev.  Dean  Grassett  read  a  portion  of  Scripture,  and  was 
followed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Topp,  who  made  the  dedicatory  prayer. 

The  President  then  delivered  a  very  interesting  address.  He 
dosed  by  saying,  "I  look  upon  this  building  as  a  barrier  to  the 
encroachments  of  vice.  The  young  men  of  Toronto  can  never 
hereafter  say  they  have  nowhere  to  spend  their  evenings  pleasant- 
ly and  to  advantage.  Here  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  bring 
out  the  latent  talents  which  hare  been  slumbering  in  the  young 
men  of  the  city.  Strangers  will  ever  be  welcome  within  these 
walls,  and  will  at  all  times  have  free  access  to  the  reading-room 
and  library.  They  will  also  be  directed  to  good  boarding  plaoes, 
and  receive  advice  which,  if  followed,  will  save  them  from  many 


Wm.  Anderson  read  a  sketch  of  the  foundation  and  progress  of 
the  Toronto  Association.  It  was  formed,  in  1804,  by  about  twenty- 
five  young  men,  who  met  for  the  first  time  in  the  basement  oi 
Temperance  Hall.  Today  finds  them  in  their  new  building — a 
memorial  of  the  benevolent  citizens  of  Toronto. 

Prof.  Daniel  Wilson,  LL.D.,  delivered  a  short  address,  and  was 
followed  by  Rev.  D.  J.  Macdonald,  Sheriff  Thomas,  of  Hamilton, 
Dr.  McGuire,  of  Guelph,  the  Mayor  of  Toronto,  and  H.  Thane  Mil- 
ler, of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Miller  called  the  attention  of  the  busi- 
ness-men of  Toronto  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  young  men  in 
their  employ. 

XVBKTNG  MEETING. 

At  the  meeting  in  the  evening  the  Lieutenant-Governor  pre- 
sided. After  the  singing  of  the  hymn, "  Christ  is  Our  Cornerstone," 
by  the  choir  of  the  Metropolitan  church,  Rev.  Prof.  Gregg  read  a 


Sirtion  of  Scripture,  and  Rev.  G.  Cochrane  led  in  prayer.  George 
ague  then  read  a  full  and  explicit  statement  of  the  building  fund. 
H.  Thane  Miller  followed  with  one  of  his  inimitable  address- 
ee, and  a'ter  some  eloquent  and  interesting  remarks  by  Robert 
Wilkes,  M.P.,  subscriptions  were  raised  to  the  amount  of  $6450. 
Rev.  A.  H.  Baldwin  then  addressed  the  meeting.  After  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  His  Excellency,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  Mr. 
Miller,  the  proceedings  were  closed  with  the  benediction. 


FRINGE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

Charlottetown.— William  Heard,  Esq.,  in  a  business  letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  Monthly,  says : 

"Our  Association  progresses  with  its  usual  work.  Charles 
Palmer,  Esq.,  Is  our  President  for  another  year.  Our  Sunday 
afternoon  meetings  are  well  maintained  and  very  profitable.  The 
new  hall  is  slowly  progressing  and  promises  to*  be  ready  for 
opening  some  time  next  summer.  It  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  cause  when  we  can  occupy  our  own  rooms." 


QUEBEC. 

Montreal. — The  weekly  meetings  of  the  Montreal  Association 
are  increasing  in  interest  and  usefulness. 


WOMEN'S    CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Boston,  Mast. — The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
of  Boston  is  in  earnest.  To  aid  in  obtaining  funds  for  its  new 
building,  a  festival  was  held  recently  in  Music  Hall.  Speeches 
were  made  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Dunn,  Drs.  Neale  and  Webb,  Rev.  W.  F. 
Mallalieu,  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  and  Joseph  Story,  Esq.  TheAdel- 
phi  quartette  and  other  singers  volunteered  their  aid. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  Freeman-place  chapel,  Hon.  B.  R. 
Mudge  presided.  After  devotional  exercises,  conducted  by  Rev.  E. 
B.  Webb,  D.D.,  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were 
presented.  The  receipts  for  the  year  were  $32,623 ;  expenditures, 
$27,987,  of  which  $25,861  was  for  the  land  for  the  new  Home  on 
Warrenton-street.  Mrs.  Henry  F.  Durant  was  reelected  President. 
Addresses  followed  from  the  chairman,  and  from  Rev.  George  F. 
Pentecost.    The  latter  especially  was  practically  suggestive. 


Lowell,  Mass. — The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
of  this  manufacturing  city  proposes  to  provide  a  temporary  home 
for  young  women  who  come  there  to  find  work  in  the  mills. 


Portland,  Me. — The  Young  Women's  Christian  Association 
of  Portland  have  determined  to  open  a  house  as  a  temporary  home 
for  young  women,  strangers,  who  come  to  that  city  in  search  of 
employment.    Portland  gentlemen  have  subscribed  $5000  for  this 

object.  _^_^_-_— 

FOREIGN. 


ENGLAND. 

Liverpool.— On  Sunday  afternoon,  January  12th,  at  the  rooms 
of  the  Liverpool  Association,  44  Renshaw-street,  and  in  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day,  at  Holden's  theatre,  William  Brown-street, 
Mr.  George  S.  Weeks,  late  musical  director,  Holy  Trinity  church 
(Rev.  S.  H.  Tyng,  Jr  's),  New- York,  U.  8.,  gave  his  well-known 
"  Service  of  Song."  Mr.  Weeks,  who  is  the  author  of  Songs  of  Joy 
and  Comfort  for  Sunday-School  and  Home,  now  in  course  of  pu£ 
lication,  sang  with  considerable  power  and  sweetness  "  I  Heard 
the  Voice  of  Jesus  say" — music  by  Mr.  Weeks,  written  for  and 
dedicated  by  him  to  the  Liverpool  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation ;"  The  Bright  Forever,"  composed  by  Hubert  Main,  from  the 
book  Pure  Gold,  published  by  Bigetow  A  Main,  New-York ;  "  Scat- 
tered Seeds  of  Kindness,"  "  The  Gates  Ajar,"  "  I  Love  the  Old, 
old  Story,"  etc.,  etc.— the  music  in  each  case  by  Mr.  Weeks,  from 
his  new  work.  Short  appropriate  addresses  were  delivered  be- 
tween the  pieces,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Nash,  the  Secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  large  theatre  was  crowded,  and  the  service  was  thor- 
oughly appreciated. — Liverpool  Mad. 

London. — It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that,  notwithstanding  in 
certain  quarters  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  is  re- 
proached for  not  being  "abreast  of  the  times,"  in  providing  recre- 
ations and  attractions  eagerly  sought  for  in  this  sensational  age, 
the  committee  seem  most  anxious  that  the  special  work  for  which 
the  Association  was  formed— that  of  winning  young  men  to  Christ 
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— shall  continue  to  be  their  first  concern.  One  of  tbeir  most  re 
cent  efforts  was  to  circulate  about  five  hundred  cards  of  invitation, 
addressed  to  young  men  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  to  meet 
Lord  Radatock,  to  hear  an  address  from  him.  Refreshments  were 
served  in  the  large  reading-room,  and  in  another  large  room  above, 
used  for  the  ordinary  Thursday  devotional  meetings.  The  ad- 
drees  was  delivered  in  the  lecture  hall.  It  was  a  most  Impres- 
sive sight  to  see  about  four  hundred  youig  men,  many  of  whom 
were  thorn  who  hold  influential  positions  in  city  houses, 
eagerlj  listening  to  a  most  earnest,  natural,  manly,  but  affection- 
ate appeal  to  decide  for  Christ.  From  about  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  remained  behind  for  prayer  and  conversation. 
It  was  very  evident  the  Spirit  of  God  was  present  throughout 
the  meeting,  from  the  beginning  t«  the  end,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  many  will  have  to  thanK  God  through  all  eternity  for  the 
"  great  things  the  Lord  bath  done  tor  them,"  as  the  result  of  this, 
special  effort  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. — Tlte 
Christian. 

Leeds, — The  annual  meeting  of  the  members,  subscribers,  and 
friends  of  tbis  Association  was  held  last  evening,  January  22d,in  the 
Lecture  Hall  of  the  Association.  Tea  was  provided  in  one  of  the 
lower  rooms.  At  the  meeting  after  tea,  Mr.  E.  Butler  presided. 
On  tbe  platform  with  the  chairman  were  the  young  men  who 
had  bewi  appointed  to  give  accounts  of  the  special  work  carried 
on  by  the  society  during  the  past  year. 

The  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  1  home)  read  the  Treasurer's  statement. 
Tbis  showed  that  tbe  balance  in  band  at  the  commencement  of 
1873  was  £129  16s.  5d.  The  Secretary  explained  that  the 
deficiency  arose  in  consequence  of  a  fa. ling  off  in  the  income  de- 
rived from  collection",  and  a  larg.<  amount  of  exceptional  expendi- 
ture for  cleaning,  furnishing,  and  repairs. 

The  •Jhairman  said  tbeir  obiect  that  night  was  to  place  clearly 
in  view  the  object  of  th-  Asg'ciation,  and  the  duties  of  individual 
members.  The  great  aim  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations 
was  the  baptism  of  knowledge.  They  had  knowledge  divorced 
from  religion  in  many  parts  of  the  land.  They  had,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  religion  divorced  from  knowledge  and  science,  but 
in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  they  were  trying  to 
bring  the  two  together.  They  cultivated  both.  They  attended 
to  all  branches  of  human  culture ;   placing  first  of  all  the  culture 

oftUHfOUl. 

Tbe  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  call  upon  the  young  men  to 
addre-s  the  meeiing  in  review  of  the  Association's  work  during 
the  past  year— allowing  to  each  six  minutes.  Mr  T.  London 
gave  an  account  of  the  educational  classes  of  the  Association,  and 
in  connection  with  their  success  he  observed  that  the  receipts  for 
the  classes  were  ten  times  greater  than  they  were  when  be  first 
becanie  connected  with  them.  There  were  seven  or  eight  exam- 
inations, conducted  .at  various  times  during  the  year,  and  a  large 
number  of  certificates  were  received.  The  committee  sought  to 
provide  every  kind  of  knowledge.  There  were  classes  for  French, 
German,  Latin,  Greek,  reading,  writing,  and  dictation  ;  arithmetic, 
Englixu  language,  history,  and  literature ;  bookkeeping  and  pho- 
ne ic  shorthand  ;  and  in  connection  with  the  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment of  South  Kensington,  there  were  classes  for  physioloary, 
botany , building  construction,  chemistry,  drawing,  etc.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Bolton  spoke  of  canvassing  and  slip  distribution,  with  a  view  to 
induce  young  men  to  g  >  to  the  Bible-classes  in  connection  with 
the  Association.  Mr.  G.  F.  Jackson's  topic  was  the  Sunday  morn 
log  mission — a  mission  carried  on  by  the  members  of  tbe  Associa- 
tion to  ttiose  districts  of  the  town  which  were  the  least  church  and 
chapel  g»ing.  In  connection  with  his  subject,  he  remarked  that 
thos-  who  thus  went  out  bad  seldom  been  treated  uncivilly.  Mr. 
Thome  mail  e  a  few  remarks  on  the  Bible  classes.  He  observed 
that  there  were  now  two  such  classes.  Mr.  Baron  Pigott  had 
written  to  t»im,  saying  that  he  regarded  such  Associations  as  these 
as  being  tbe  very  salt  ot  li>e  in  large  towns,  and  he  (Mr.  Tnorne) 
thought  that  wnat  those  Associations  were  to  a  town  tbe  Bible- 
class  was  to  the  Associations  In  regard  to  the  Sunday  afternoon 
class  conducted  by  Mr.  Butler  and  himself,  tbe  attendance  aver- 
aged from  20  to  40  persons  in  tbe  summer,  and  from  50  to  80  in  the 
winter.  There  was  an  absence  or  strife  amongst  the  members  of 
tbe  class,  and  a  reverence  for  the  truth,  and  many  proofs  might 
be  produced  of  tbe  good  which  had  been  done.  An  account  of  the 
Literary  and  Debating  Society  was  given  by  Mr.  P.  Davirs.  This 
Society  now  numbered  40  members,  although  it  had  only  been  in 
existence  four  months.  Mr.  T.  H  Tennant  gave  a  description  of 
tbe  tramps'  meetings  held  in  St  James'  School  every  Sunday  even- 
ing, and  the  meetings  at  the  Model  Lodging-House,  and  Mr.  W. 
H.  Mhsou  spoke  of  the  devotional  meetings  held  at  the  rooms  ot 
the  Association.  Mr  J.  Rodger*  detailed  what  was  being  done  at 
tbe  Ragged  School  on  Sunday,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Ambler, 
the  master,  and  remarked  that  there  was  much  need  of  aid ;  and 
Mr.  J  Dalton  described  the  course  adopted  by  some  members  to 
deter  young  men  from  frequenting  concert-halls  and  danc  nsr-sa- 
loons.  This  mission,  <  r  g  n  ited  by  the  late  Secretary,  was  woiked 
on  Saturday,  and    sometimes    on  Wednesday  evenings.      Mr. 


Featherstone,  Mr.  H.  Simpson,  and  Mr.  J.  Broadbent,  having  re- 
spectively addressed  the  meeiing  on  temperance  work,  tbe  rail- 
way station  mission,  and  the  open-air  mission,  the  proceedings 
•concluded. — Lee'  jfereary. 

BELGIUM. 

Brussels.— -In  this  Catholic  country  the  Association  work  is 
not  very  active.  Among  the  nine  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  only 
three  have  Associations.  In  tbe  province  of  Hennegau  there  are 
four  societies,  with  sixty  members ;  in  Luettick  six,  with  100  mem- 
bers, and  in  Brabande  only  the  two  Associations  in  Brussels,  with 
forty  or  fifty  members ;  so  that  the  whole  "  Belgian  Bund"  count* 
only  twelve  societies  with  about  200  members.  The  Annual  Con- 
vention will  be  held  at  Brussels,  on  Pentecost,  1873. 

HOLLAND. 

In  Holland  the  Associations  adopt  Biblical  names.  This  ens- 
torn  is  sanctioned  by  the  "  HollandiscU  Jongelingesbcnd."  There 
is  an  Association  called  "  Zaccheus ;"  another,  "  Daniel ;"  a  third, 
"  Onesimus."  Other  Associations  take  as  a  motto  any  text  of  the 
Scriptures.  In  other  parts  of  Europe  this  custom  has  not  yet 
been  introduced,  though  a  few  Associations  in  Germany  have 
adopted  it.  The  Hamburgh  Association  has  the  name  of  "Jona- 
than." and  the  Society  in  Wernigerode  calls  itself  "  Fides." 

ITALY. 

Rome. — Rev.  H.  R.  Waite,  pastor  of  the  American  Union  Chapel 
at  Rome,  in  a  communication  to  the  Committee  in  this  country  who 
are  supporting  this  enterprise,  mentions  the  formation  of  an  "  Ital- 
ian Young  Men's  Christian  Association,"  at  the  first  meeting  of 
which  seven  young  Italians  were  enrolled  as  members,  under  the 
leadership  of  an  "  evangelist ;"  and  the  indications  are  that  when 
their  work  is  once  well  begun,  scores  of  young  men  will  be  ready 
to  join  the  Association  who  are  not  yet  willing  to  choose  between 
the  rival  sects  at  present  striving  in  Rome,  or  who  have  not  yet 
made  profession  of  their  faith.  Hitherto  the  Protestant  native 
clergy  have  not  encouraged  lay  efforts  of  this  kind,  and  there  ex- 
ists unhappily  considerable  opposition  to  the  Association  from 
some  of  the  Christian  churches  in  Rome.  To  day  we  need  young 
men  for  our  work,  and  the  younger  the  better.  And  how  shall 
we  get  them  ?  Out  of  the  Italian  churches  as  at  present  consti- 
tuted t  Not  Active  young  men  in  these  churches  are  scarcely  to 
be  found,  since  there  is  lbtle  to  make  them  active.  What  we 
need  is  a  Christian  organization  in  which  young  men  shall  be 
taught,  what  they  seem  hardly  to  know,  that  they  can  do  some- 
thing for  the  Master,  ss  He  prompts  them,  with  perfect  freedom. 
It  is  hoped  tbis  opposition  will  be  overcome,  and  the  important 
work  for  the  young  men  move  on  apace. 

The  Association  of  English-speaking  young  men  is  prospering 
finely,  having  upward  of  thirty  members,  all  of  whom  an  resi- 
dents of  Rome.  Several  of  the  associate  members  are  seriously 
seeking  the  way  of  lite.  One  young  artist  begins  the  new  year 
with  tbe  determination  to  live  a  new  life  in  Christ.  The  reading- 
room  contains  every  evening  quite  an  assembly  of  young  men, 
English  and  American,  with  a  few  English-speaking  Italians. 

PRUSSIA. 

Berlin.— The  "Herberge  zur  Heitnath"  of  this  place  is  the 
largest  building  of  i  he  kind  in  Germany.  In  the  year  1878,  20, 
458  persons,  mainly  poor  laborers  and  travellers,  have  been  pro- 
vided with  lodging,  food,  and,  above  all,  with  daily  worship.  The 
good  done  by  such  an  institution  can  hardly  be  estimated.  The 
"  Hospiz,"  for  more  wealthy  travellers,  which  is  kept  more  on  the 
plan  of  a  hotel,  has  been  frequented  by  8530  persons  the  past  year. 
The  last  number  of  the  BundaiboU  gives  the  following  statistic* 
of  the  "  Oeatliche  Junglingsbund" : 

"  The '  Bund'  now  has  eighty-one  Associations,  with  8800  mem- 
bers. These  Associations  have  really  joined  the  '  Bund.'  Beside* 
these  there  are  in  tbe  bounds  of  the  Bund  thirty  Association* 
with  1000  members,  which  have  not  yet  joined  it,  but  are  in  cor- 
respondence with  tbe  Executive  Committee  in  Berlin.  Outside 
of  the  bounds  of  tbe  Bund  there  are  two  Associations  in  Mecklen- 
burg with  seventy  members,  seven  in  Hanover  with  290  member*, 
twenty-seven  in  Saxony  with  460  members,  three  in  other  parts  of 
German?  with  100  members,  and  tbe  two  German  Associations  in 
Paris  and  St.  Petersburg,  with  forty  or  fifty  members  each. 
Total,  152  Associations,  with  more  than  5000  members. 
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•"The  'Band'  also  possesses  sixty-five  'Herbergen  zur  Hei- 
math"  (eighteen  in  the  province  of  Brandenburg,  eleven  in 
Silesia,  nine  in  Saxony,  and  twenty-seven  in  other  parts  ot  the 
German  Empire).  The  *  Bhei'niscb-Westphalian'  Band  possesses 
eighteen  Herbergen ;  the  '  South  German'  three,  and  the '  Ger- 
man Swiss'  four,  so  that  in  all,  ninety  German  Herbergen  are 
now  in  operation."  . 


SAXONY. 

Leipzig.— On  the  24tU  of  October,  1872,  the  cornerstone  of  a 
new  Association  building  was  laid,  and  hopes  are  entertained  that 
the  edifice,  which  will  be  an  ornament  to  the  city,  may  be  dedicated 
the  coming  summer.  The  cost  of  the  house,  which  is  42,000 
thalers,  is  collected  already,  by  means  of  a  four  per  cent,  loan  in 
bonds  of  100  thalers  each. 


SPAIN. 

Madrid. — The  King  of  Spain,  and  more  so  the  Republic,  hav- 
ing guaranteed  freedom  of  faith  and  religion,  the  Rev.  Carl 
Fliedner,  in  Madrid,  organized  a  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa 
tion  on  the  German  plan.  Many  difficulties  were  put  in  his  way 
by  the  Catholic  inhabitants,  but  the  society  grew  amidst  the  per 
seditions,  and  already  a  building  is  in  coarse  of  erection  ;  the  cost 
being  $40,000.  Two  hundred  dollars  were  received  from  Stutt- 
gart as  a  contribution,  and  hopes  are  entertained  of  the  rapid 
payment  of  the  whole  amount  The  society  in  London  has  taken 
on  itself  the  charge  of  the  proposed  book  store. 

SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 

Honolulu. — The  Friend  for  February  says : 

"  The  December  meeting  of  the  Association  was  of  more  than 
usual  interest.  Mr.  P.  C.  Jones  read  a  valuable  paper  on  the  sub- 
ject of  opium,  and  its  use  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  Discussion 
took  place  in  favor  of  a  series  of  lectures  upon  different  subjects, 
to  be  instituteo  und-r  the  management  of  the  society.  A  letter 
was  read  from  a  sailor,  telling,  in  grate'ul  terms,  the  comfort  and 
benefit  he  bad  received  from  the  reading-r<om.  Mr.  Chickering, 
the  Topic  Committee  for  January,  announced  for  his  subject  the 
'  Dr«ma.'  The  January  meeting,  owing  to  an  unusual  pressure 
of  bu-  inexs,  was  omitted.  Mr.  Chickerinjt's  paper  will  be  in  order 
at  the  meeting  for  February ." 

TBINIDAD. 

Port  of  Spain.— Charles  W.  Warner,  Esq.,  C.B.,  delivered  the 
first  lecture  of  the  course  organized  this  year  by  the  Trinidad 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  at  the  Chacon-street  school- 
room. He  was  introduced  by  Dr.  De  Wolf,  President  of  the  As-, 
sociatinn.  The  room  was  filled  with  a  highly  respectable  audi- 
ence, and  the  lecture,  which  was  a  profound  and  thoroughly 
classical  dUcoarse on  "The  Fear  of  Death."  was  listened  to  with 
marked  attention. 


LITERARY. 

Little  Hodcui,  by  the  author  of  6inx'»  Baby,  is  a  sharply  sar- 
castic aod  yet  true  exhibition  of  the  narrow  and  cruel  policy  of 
the  landholders  in  many  of  the  agricultural  districts  of  England. 
The  principal  characters  in  the  story  are  laborers,  landholders, 
magisi  rates,  the  squire,  the  curate,  the  vicar,  the  work-house, 
and  the  usual  pair  of  lovers.  The  wages  of  the  laborers  are 
fixed  at  a  starvation-point.  The  demand  for  an  increase  is  made 
and  lefui-ed,  and  the  laborers  gradually  drift  into  a  Laborers' 
Union,  and  then  into  a  strike.  Much  exasperation  and  suffering 
follow.  But  the  many  disasters  which  befall  both  employers 
and  employed  finally  convert  the  landholders— to  use  the  words 
of  Siduey  Bynon,  Esq.— "  from  a  policy  of  pride,  prejudice,  pas- 
sion, and  cold-hearted  selfishness  to  kindness  and  humanity  ;"  or 
"  brotherly  helpfulness,"  as  Sammy  Stedman  would  say;  and  sud- 
denly employers  and  laborers  find  that  their  interests  can  be  re- 
concileJ — that,  in  fact,  they  are  but  one. 

The  great  lesson  which  the  story  teaches — and  teaches  well — 
is,  that  the  rule  for  sol  ving  the  great  problems  of  labor  and  capital 
is  not  to  be  found  in  arithmetics  or  statute-books,  but  in  the  Bible  ; 
that  the  solution,  which  is  so  difficult  by  the  rule  of  "simple  in- 
terest," becomes  perfectly  easy  when  the  "  golden  role  "  is  used. 
This  lesson  is  needed  in  America  as  well  as  Europe. 


It  puzzles  us  to  guess  where  the  author  found  his  **  Broth*. 
Jonathan."  We  have  been  a  Yankee  a  good  many  years,  and  in 
a  great  many  States  of  the  Union,  but  we  calculate  that  we  never 
met  the  like  of  Jehoiachin  Settle.' 

A  New- Year's  Epistle  fbom  America.    By  Rev.  Theodore  L. 
Cuyler,  D.D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Two  hundred  thousand  copies  of  this  temperance  tract,  written 
by  Dr.  Cuyler,  at  the  request  of  friends  in  Scotland,  have  already 
been  circulated  by  the  Scottish  Temperance  League.  If  we  mis- 
take not,  it  will  sweep  the  beer-mug  and  the  decanter  from  many 
of  Scotland's  tables.  No  young  man,  whatever  race  he  may  be- 
long to,  whatever  parallel  of  latitude  he  may  live  on,  or  whatever 
his  temperament  or  occupation  may  be,  needs  alcoholic  stimulants 
until  he  learns  to  lore  t  em.  It  is  no  more  sacrifice  for  a  young 
man  to  refrain  from  alcoholic  drinks  before  he  learn*  to  use  them 
than  it  would  be  to  refrain  from  walking  into  a  burning,  fiery-  fur- 
nace. Will  not  the  churches,  will  not  our  Associations,  will  not 
parent*,  keep  this  fact  before  young  men,  and  strive  to  keep  them 
from  learning  to  love  the  drunkard's  drink  ? 

The  Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,  American  Messenger,  Child's 
Paper,  and  Murning  Light,  published  by  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety, at  150  Nassau-street,  New- York,  are  earning  for  themselves 
a  good  report.  The  Weekly  is  a  great  favorite  with  both  old  and 
young.  Its  illustrations  are  worth  much  more  than  its  subscrip- 
tion price.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  its  circulation  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  The  Messenger  has  brought  good  tidings  to 
the  people  for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  is  as  fresh  and  buoyant 
as  ever.  The  Child's  Paper  is  a  most  winning  little  missionary ; 
it  brings  thousands  of  children  to  the  Sunday-school  every  year, 
and  Morning  Light  is  exceedingly  attractive  to  little  toddlers  just 
learning  to  read. 

LUtcU's  Living  Age,  a  weekly  magazine  of  sixty-four  pages,  is 
really  a  first-class  monthly  published  every  week.  It  embraces 
reviews,  criticisms,  essays,  stories,  sketches,  poetry,  and  scientific, 
biographical,  historical,  and  political  information,  selected  from 
the  entire  body  of  foreign  periodical  literature.  It  contains  the 
best  articles  of  the  ablest  writers. 

The  price  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  papers  of 
Germany  and  Holland  is  very  low  (seventy-five  cents  per  annum 
for  the  Elberfeld,  Stuttgart,  Berlin,  or  Zurich  Jilnglingsbote  ;  and 
$1  for  the  Holland  Jongclingsbode).  American  Associations  hav- 
ing German  or  Dutch  members  would  do  well  to  subscribe  for 
these  papers. 

The  first  number  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Vindicator,  a  weekly  pa- 
per, published  by  the  Fort  Wayne  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, reached  us  last  month.  It  is  designed  to  combat  error 
and  help  forward  the  cause  of  temperance,  morality,  and  Chris 
tianity.  It  is  well  edited,  well  printed,  and  well  worthy  of  pat- 
ronage. 

Cook's  Excursionist,  published  at  262  Broadway,  New- York,  tells 
people  how,  when,  and  where  to  travel,  and  gives  routes  and  prices 
to  all  parts  of  the  world.  Mr.  Cook's  arrangements  for  excursion 
tickets  and  hotel  coupons  relieves  the  traveller  of  ail  anxiety,  and 
enables  him  to  go  round  the  world  with  less  care  than  it  requires  to 
live  at  home. 

The  Methodist  contains,  in  addition  to  its  denominational  news 
and  items,  a  sufficient  supply  of  interesting  articles  to  give  three 
ordinary  papers  an  excellent  reputation.  It  is  edited  by  George 
R.  Crooks,  D.D.,  and  Abel  Stevens,  LL.D.,  and  published  by  G.C. 
Halsted,  at  114  Nassau-street,  New- York. 

Hearth  and  Home,  published  by  Orange  Judd  and  Co.,  845 
Broadway,  New- York,  furnishes  capital  fireside  reading  for  long 
winter  evenings.  It  is  interesting,  instructive,  and  thought-inspir- 
ing. It  tends  to  cultivate  and  elevate  both  literary  and  artistic 
taste.  Our  homes  can  hardly  fail.to  be  made  pleasanter  and  bettor 
by  its  presence. 

The  Atlanti:  Monthly,  published  by  James  R.  Osgood  ft  Co., 
Boston,  is  not  a  magazine  to  be  read  through  at  a  single  sitting, 
or  run  over  in  our  dull  moods,  to  kill  time.  The  more  wide-awake 
we  are  when  we  read  it,  the  better  we  shall  understand  and  like  it. 
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Thjc  Presbyterian  Sabbath-School  Vititor  is  published  semi- 
monthly by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Education,  at  1334  Chestnut- 
street,  Philadelphia.  The  price  is  fifty  cents  a  year  for  single 
copies,  or  $13  for  fifty  copies.  Both  its  pictures  and  its  stories  are 
instructive  as  well  as  attractive. 

Pure  Diamond*,  by  James  R.  Murray.  Over  100,000  copies  of 
this  new  Sunday -cch<>ol  music  book  have  been  sold  in  less  than 
three  months.  It  is  published  by  S.  Brainard's  Sons,  Cleveland, 
O.,  and  sold  by  most  booksellers. 

Harper'*  Magazine  for  April,  with  eighty-five  illustrations,  and 
covering,  in  its  table  of  contents,  every  variety  of  the  most  excel- 
lent and  timely  reading-matter — stories,  poems,  Instructive  arti- 
cles of  science  and  travel,  and  humorous  sketches — cannot  fail  to 
satisfy  the  most  eza  ding  and  fastidious  reader.  Three  such  writers 
of  fiction  as  Charles  Reade,  Wilkie  Collins,  and  Miss  Thackeray  in 
one  magazine,  is  in  itself  a  memorable  event  in  the  history  of  period- 
ical literature.  But  the  space  occupied  by  these  writers  does  not 
prevent  a  magazine  of  the  Bice  of  Harper'*  from  giving  such  an 
extended  variety  as  we  find  in  this  number. 


CURRENT  LITERATURE. 


Labor  Schools. — The  plan  referred  to  in  the  following  arti 
cle  from  the  San  Francisco  Morning  Call,  or  some  modification  of 
this  plan,  might  be  adopted  with  great  advantage  to  a  large  class 
of  boys  in  many  of  our  cities : 

"  The  fearful  increase  of  idleness  and  crime  among  the  youth  of 
the  land  is  very  properly  exciting  unusual  interest  in  the  public 
mind.  Various  plans  have  been  suggested  to  remedy  the  evil,  but 
none  that  strikes  us  as  more  sensible  and  practical  than  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  of  labor  in  connection  with  free  schools  for 
mental  education.  The  matter  of  expense  is  no  argument  against 
such  institutions,  for  the  question  resolves  itself  into  one  of  two 
propositions,  to  wit — whether  it  is  better  to  be  liberal  in  devising 
measures  to  prevent  crime,  or  to  incur  the  heavy  outlay  necessary 
to  punish  it.  A  prominent  speaker  before  the  Carpenters'  League 
the  other  night  presented  the  case  clearly  and  forcibly.  B>ys, 
after  school  hours,  have  too  much  time  at  their  disposal.  Their 
class  studies  occupy  but  four  hours,  leaving  them  from  four  to  six  to 
be  wasted  in  idleness,  from  which  arise  must  of  their  vicious  habits. 
At  least,  two  hours  of  this  spare  time  migl.t  be  occupied  in  labor 
that  could  be  made  doubly  profitable ;  first,  by  insuring  to  the  boy  a 
trade,  ana,  second,  by  enablinif  him  to  support  himself  after  he  has 
acquired  it.  The  mind  is  so  constituted  that  it  must  be  ever  ac- 
tive. If  the  class  studies  were  found  wearisome,  the  labor  of  the 
•hop  would  create  an  agreeable  diversion.  It  is  natural  lor  boys 
to  work,  invent,  and  manufacture.  Many  of  their  sports  are  found 
in  this  kind  of  employment,  and  if  their  minds  had  a  proper  direc- 
tion towa  d  the  fabrication  oi  someihiug  useful,  it  would  be  a 
mere  change  of  the  order  of  their  occupation.  As  genius  expanded 
the  desire  to  cultivate  and  utilize,  it  would  increase ;  and  thus, 
as  the  opportunities  for  vagabondizing  were  diminished,  the  in- 
clination to  vicious  habits  must  also  cease.  There  would  then  be 
less  use  for  reformatory  Institutions,  industrial  schools,  and  fewer 
subject*  to  people  the  vaults  of  our  city,  county,  and  State  pris- 
ons. The  labor  leagues,  when  conducted  in  a  large  and  generous 
spirit,  are  an  agency  of  much  good  and  of  great  power.  Their  ef 
forts,  vigorously  directed  in  the  channel  proposed,  cannot  fail  to 
create  a  public  opinion  in  favor  of  these  schools.  If  they  can  suc- 
ceed in  carrying  out  the  plan  discussed,  we  ieel  assured  that  pub- 
lic morality  would  be  improved,  general  industry  promoted,  the 
common  prosperity  stimulated,  while  thousands  of  boys  who  are 
now  on  the  down-hill  road  to  ruin  would  be  reclaimed  as  honorable, 
intelligent,  and  useful  members  of  society." 


Choosing  a  Career. — Let  every  young  man  choose  his  own 
occupation  in  life.  In  any  event,  let  him  choose  it.  If  he  has  no 
particular  bias  or  bent,  let  him  find  something  to  do,  all  the  same. 
A  parent  or  guardian  may  say,  "  My  sod,  it  appears  to  me  that 
your  walk  in  life  lies  this  way,"  and  point  out  the  advantages 
likely  to  accrue  or  that  can  be  absolutely  given  him'  if  he  adopts 
the  suggestion  ;  but  this  is  all  that  should  be  done.  If  he  revolts, 
or  objects,  and  says,  "  I  cannot,"  do  not  retort  with,  '*  You  shall,  or 
you  are  no  son  of  mine."  You  will  live  to  repent  it.  You  will 
wear  sackcloth  and  ashes  for  it.  Humble  yourself  a  little  before 
you  overthrow  him.  A  boy  has  a  right  to  his  choice.  How  can 
you  force  him  to  learn  a  trade  for  which  he  has  no  aptness  except 
that  he  has  been  seen  to  mak«  things  that  a  child  naturally  amuses 
himself  by  t  You  cannot ;  you  have  no  right.  Consider  the 
matter  somewhat.  If  he  is  a  tractable,  affectionate,  and  docile 
boy.  so  much  the  worse ;  you  use  bis  natural  affection  as  a  vehicle 
to  work  your  will  with  him,  not  seeing  that  in  after  life  he  will 
become  a  listless,  moody,  inefficient  laborer  in  the  vineyard,  be- 


cause you  trained  him  to  a  stake,  or  spread  him  on  a  wall,  instead 
of  allowing  him  to  grow  free  and  unfettered,  as  he  should.  Con* 
aider  this  matter  in  some  other  light  than  your  own  inclinations. 
He  will  doubtless  live  many  years  after  you  are  gone.  How  shall 
Ue  best  perpetuate  your  name  and  family  t  By  following  his  own 
natural  inclination,  or  by  trjing  to  force  his  nature  to  run  on  a 
track  too  wide  or  too  narrow  gauge  for  him  ?  Think  over  it. 
— Scientific  American. 

Work  while  tlie  Day  Lasts.— Work  for  Christ  t  Thia 
is  the  best  cure  for  spiritual  invalids.  Like  a  bracing  walk,  or  a 
few  hours  of  sturdy  axe-swinging  or  wood-sawing,  to  insure  a 
good  appetite,  so  is  hearty  devotion  to  religious  duty  the  best 
quickener  oi  hunger  a*ter  God.  Work  develops  a  man's  spiritual 
proportions.  Lazy  church  members  grow  puny  and  powerless, 
like  some  wealth-cursed  boyB  who  are  brought  up  in  idleness. 
Work  makes  a  Christian  sinewy  to  carry  burdens,  broad-shoul- 
dered to  bear  responsibilities,  strong-voic-<l  to  sing  God's  praise, 
quick-footed  to  do  good,  and  healthful  in  the  pulse-beat  of  his 
piety.  1  never  knew  a  thorough  worker  for  Christ  to  be  troubled 
with  spiritual  despondency.  1  seldom  have  known  a  good  worker  te 
give  to  his  pastor  the  heart-ache,  or  make  tronble  in  the  church. 
I  never  knew  a  warm-hearted  worker  to  freeze  up  a  prayer-meet- 
ing. It  is  the  lazy  professors,  who  mistake  orthodox  luxury  for 
personal  advance  in  grace — these  are  the  people  who  are  the 
trouble  and  torment  of  themselves  and  of  their  minister.  It  ia 
easier  to  be  the  pastor  of  a  thousand  workers  than  of  ten  drones. 
The  eight  of  a  djing  church,  or  even  of  a  dull  one,  wears  harder 
on  a  pastor  than  arduous  toil  for  a  living  and  growing  one. — 
Herald  of  Mercy. 

Don't  Kick  it  Over. — Young  man,  whatever  you  do,  do 
well ;  but  when  it  is  done,  don't  kick  it  over.  This  is  the  pre- 
dominating evil  that  guides— or  more  properly  "  ropes  in"— score* 
of  our  young  men.  They  launch  out  in  life  determined  to  gain 
wealth  and  a  name  at  a  single  leap ;  but  when  an  inkling  of 
prosperity  is  visible  they  are  dissatisfied.  They  wish  to  go  too 
rapidly,  and  when  they  do  possess  a  good  thing,  will  not  retain  it; 
in  other  wordB,  they  kick  it  all  over.  You  know  the  old  adage 
teaches  when  you  find  good  picking,  keep  it.  Were  this  the  mot- 
to of  our  young  men,  the  world  would  be  better  off  to  day.  But 
instability  of  the  mind  is  the  fearful  current  that  undermines  and 
loosens  the  ends  of  the  various  branches  of  bui-'iness.  it  pries  up 
the  cross-beams  and  lets  drop  the  underpinnings.  It  is  the  par- 
ent of  discontent,  and  final  mi<ery.  Fickleness  keeps  a  man  con- 
stantly in  hoi  water  ;  he  does  not  stick  to  good  picking,  and.  at 
length,  down  comes  ihe  once  established  firm  with  a  crash — fickle- 
ness unrounds  it. 

A.  T.  Stewart  once  sold  "  Yankee  notions "  from  a  common 
peddler's  pack.  Not  a  thriving  business,  to  be  sure,  and  I  would 
not  advise  you  to  follow  it— at  any  rate,  the  young  man  of  to-day 
would  consider  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  carry  such  a  thing 
through  the  streets  —  but  Stewart  stuck  to  it,  and  to-day  the' 
world  knows  him  as  New- York's  merchant  prince. 

Isaac  Miller  was  once  a  poor  apprentice  boy  to  a  weaver.  Nat- 
ural push  and  a  mind  of  dignity  was  the  chisel  that  carved  out 
this  great  English  philosopher. 

So  with  Rtndley.  A  common  millwright  was  not  the  situation 
to  content  the  mind  of  so  lofty  an  aspirant  as  he,  and  in  him  did 
England  soon  find  one  of  her  most  gifte  J  engineers— one  to  whom 
she  soon  looked  up  as  such. 

Shew  me  a  man  who  has  prospered  in  life  by  a  continual  shift- 
ing from  one  occupation  to  another,  and  I  will  show  hundreds 
who  have  been  dragged  down  to  misery  and  destitution  by  this 
tearful  habit.  Show  me  a  man  who  lurks  about  your  street-cor- 
ners, inhabits  the  grog-shop-,  and  ninety-nine  times  out  of  one 
hundred  I  will  point  him  to  you  as  a  man  destitute  of  trade  or 
vocation  of  any  kind — a  genuine  "  hanger-on"  to  humanity — a 
'•  beat"  on  society,  and  one  whom  his  actual  associates,  saloon- 
loungers,  and  rum-guzzlers,  despise.  Had  this  man  a  legitimate 
calling,  he  would  not,  nine  cases  in  ten,  have  been  here.  Not  that 
a  vocation,  or  something  to  do,  always  saves  men  from  degrada- 
tion :  there  are  exceptions.  Mechanics,  and  traffic  men  of  every 
branch,  fill  drunkards'  graves ;  but  occupation  is  the  rudder  that 
guides  many — keeps  their  faces  turned  Irom  the  card  table  and 
faro-bank,  while  slothfulness  and  inaction  each  tend  to  pull  the 
chains  that  drag  them  into  the  abyss  of  abhorrence  and  malicious- 
ness. 

It  matters  not  how  wealthy  a  young  man  may  be,  he  is  always 
on  the  safe  side  to  be  engaged  in  some  useful  business.  Let  him 
take  recreation,  after  business  hours,  and  enjoy  life  like  other 
men  when  their  day's  toil  is  ended ;  but  to  be  occupied  is  no  ois- 
grace — it  keeps  his  fingers  from  mischief,  and  his  person  from 
the  billiard  hall  and  beer-counter. 

But  it  is  "push  "  and  stability  hat  go  to  make  up  the  business 
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career  of  the  world;  and  a  man  who  possesses  no  "go  ahead" 
in  the  nineteenth  century  may  better  withdraw  from  the  ranks 
of  social  manhood ;  otherwise  he  will  be  ruled  oat  by  the  voice  of 
thepeople. 

Young  men,  always  let  your  motto  be,  punctuality;  your 
policy,  honesty  ;  snd  when  you  find  good  picking,  don't  kick  it 
over. —  W.  Ardeen  Jonet,  in  Commercial  Advertiser.         < 


Educated  Observers.— la  talking  to  the  San  Franciscans 
not  long  ago,  Professor  Agassiz  urged  upon  them  the  propriety  of 
establishing  in  their  midst  a  Museum  of  Natural  Science,  not 
merely  because  a  collection  of  scientific  specimens,  such  as  they 
have  the  means  of  making,  would  be  an  honor  to  their  city  and 
State,  but  more  especially  because  such  collections  serve  to  make 
educated  observers,  whose  habits  of  observation  will  enable  them 
to  become  worthy  contributors  to  the  general  fond  of  human 
knowledge. 

Now,  in  that  one  happy  phrase,  "educated  observers,"  the 
professor  struck  the  key-not*  of  all  true  educational  principles. 
The  habit  of  observation  is,  above  all  else,  the  educator,  and 
the  man  or  woman  who  cultivates  that  makes  sure  work  in  the 
matter  of  acquiring  information,  whether  the  habit  be  accompa- 
nied by  much  or  little  of  scholastic  culture.  All  that  we  know  of 
physical  science,  of  course,  we  owe  tc  observation  alone.  But 
this  is  not  all.  In  a  thousand  other  ways  the  study  of  things  and 
the  study  of  men  is  of  even  more  value  than  the  study  of  books. 
Indeed,  the  very  books  we  use,  if  they  be  of  any  account  at  all, 
axe  the  more  or  less  immediate  fruit  of  intelligent  observation. 
All  that  we  know  has  bten  learned  originally  by  this  very  pro- 
cess. We  observe  a  fact,  and  learn  that  it  is  a  fact.  From  it  and 
others  we  draw  conclusions.  And  this  is  the  genesis  of  all  our 
knowing.  We  get  from  books  only  the  results  of  other  people's 
observations,  and,  while  these  are  of  great  worth  without  doubt, 
we  cannot  do  a  more  foolish  thing  than  to  rest  satisfied  with  them, 
and  neglect  the  countless  opportunities  we  have  of  questioning  the 
things  about  us  for  information  at  first  hand.  As  well  might  we 
refuse  to  look  at  Niagara  because  we  have  already  seen  pictures 
and  read  descriptions  of  the  cataract. 

Training  of  precisely  this  short— the  cultivation  of  the  habit  of 
looking  at  and  looking  into  things  with  which  we  daily  come  in 
contact — is  one  of  the  great  educational  needs  of  our  time,  as  it 
has  been  of  all  other  times.  The  only  wonder  is,  that  profession- 
al educators  in  the  past  have  been  so  slow  to  recognize  the  want 
and  to  supply  it.  We  observe  facts,  and  we  question  them  of 
their  cause  and  meaning  instinctively.  We  do  it  even  in  early 
childhood,and  ordinarily  the  tendency  is  pretty  effectually  checked 
then  by  those  who  ought  rather  to  encourage  it,  and  to  so  direct 
it  that  it  will  bear  abundant  fruit.  The  child  who  sets  himself 
down  to  commit  something  to  memory,  however  worthless,  or 
however  unintelligible  to  him  that  something  may  be,  is  sure  of 
encouragement.  But,  if  he  asks  why  iron  sinks  and  wood  floats 
in  the  water,  he  is  shut  up  like  a  jack-knile,  with  some  idiotically 
wise  saw  about  being  seen  and  not  heard. 

But  it  is  not  merely  the  habit  of  observing  that  we  need  to  cul- 
tivate. We  must  learn  to  observe  intelligently — to  look  at  things 
with  our  wits  about  us,  and  to  learn  their  causes  and  consequences 
ss  well  as  the  facts  themselves.  Anybody  may  see  the  bud,  the 
blossom,  and  the  fruit  of  a  tree  all  in  their  regular  order,  but  if 
he  see  no  more  than  these,  his  observing  is  of  little  worth.  He 
must  see  in  the  bud  the  beginning  of  a  blossom,  in  the  blossom 
the  promise,  in  the  fruit  the  fulfilment,  before  his  looking  will 
have  taught  him  even  so  small  a  thing  as  why  the  bud  and  the 
blossom  are.  We  can  hardly  fail  to  be  observers  so  long  as  we 
have  eyes  and  ears,  but  we  may,  if  we  will,  make  ourselves  edu- 
cated observers,  which  is  quite  another  thing.  We  may  learn  to 
make  a  teacher  out  of  everything  around  us,  and  thus  draw  in- 
struction from  a  hundred  sources  that  were  otherwise  sealed 
books  to  us ;  and  indeed  we  must  do  something  of  this  sort  if  we 
would  be  really  and  truly  educated. — Hearth  and  Home.  ' 

How  to  Keep  Young  Men  from  Evil.— There  is  no 
way  by  which  young  men  can  be  kept  from  evil  places  and  asso- 
ciations so  well  as  by  making  good  places  and  associations  so 
pleasant,  charming,  and  attractive  as  to  draw  them  irresistibly 
away  from  the  evil.  Exhortations  and  counsels  are  idle  and  un- 
availing to  withdraw  men  from  evil  company  and  evil  haunts,  un- 
less something  else  is  provided  to  take  the  place  of  that  against 
which  they  are  exhorted. 

If  a  man  is  induced  to  make  a  good  resolution,  and  is  then  left 
to  shift  for  himself,  he  will,  in  all  probability,  soon  return  to  bis 
old  pleasures  and  haunts.  He  cannot  live  without  occupation  and 
without  friends.    To  enable  him  to  be  faithful  he  must  be  pro- 


vided with  something  which  will  meet  his  cravings.  Yon  cannot 
shut  up  the  gates  of  a  man's  heart ;  you  can  only  open  new  chan- 
nels for  the  outflow  of  natuial  feelings,  impulses  and  spirits. 
Stand  by  the  man,  then,  whom  you  would  save.  Provide  occupa- 
tion for  his  days  and  evenings.  Bring  to  bear  upon  him  good 
counter  attractions  which  will  more  than  replace  those  of  which 
you  seek  to  rob  him.  The  reason  so  many  fail  in  their  resolutions 
is  because  no  friends  care  enough  for  their  voids  to  give  them  true 
sympathy  and  to  hold  them  up  in  their  arms  of  love. — Preseott 
Banner.     , 

The  Way  to  Read. — Young  men,  as  well  as  young  women, 
may  learn  wisdom  from  the  following  article  by  Thomas  Went- 
worth  Higginson,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Woman's  Journal  : 

"  I  was  once  called  upon  to  prescribe  intellectually  for  a  young 
girl  of  fair  abilities  who  showed  no  want  of  brains  in  conversa- 
tion, but  had  a  perfect  indifference  to  books.  She  read  dutifully 
and  torpidly  whatever  was  set  before  her— novels,  travels,  his- 
tory— all  were  the  same  ;  each  page  drove  out  the  previous  page, 
and  her  memory  was  a  blank.  Her  parents  asked  me  to  teachnei 
to  read  ;  she  joined  in  the  request,  and  I  consented  to  the  experi- 
ment, on  condition  that  she  would  faithfully  read  a  single  book  is 
the  way  I  should  direct.    She  consented. 

"  It  was  the  time  of  Kossuth's  visit,  when  everybody  was  talking 
about  the  Hungarian  revolution.  The  book  I  chose  was  Hungary 
in  1848,  by  Brace,  of  far  more  interest  then  than  now.  I  prescribed 
it  in  daily  doses  of  one  chapter.  If  possible  she  was  to  read  that, 
the  chapters  being  short,  but  under  no  conceivable  circumstances 
was  she  to  read  more.  After  each  chapter  she  was  to  put  down 
in  a  blank-book  I  gave  her  some  remark  suggested  by  it.  She 
must  mention  something  that  had  interested  her,  or  seek  the  ex- 
planation of  some  word,  or  anything  else  she  pleased.  Her  com- 
ment might  be  only  to  say  that  Gorgy  was  a  traitor,  or  to  inquire 
how  his  name  should  be  pronounced ;  but  at  least  there  should  be 
one  sentence  of  remark  per  chapter.  From  time  to  time  I  was  to  see 
what  she  had  written,  and  answer  her  questions,  if  any.  This 
was  the  prescription,  and  she  took  it  courageously. 

"  I  knew  in  advance  what  would  be  the  greatest  difficulty.  It, 
was  to  keep  her  to  one  chapter.  It  seemed  to  her  such  a  mistake 
such  a  waste  of  opportunity,  when  she  could  bo  easily  manage  five 
or  six  chapters  in  a  day.  Had  she  done  so  all  would  have  been 
lost ;  so  I  was  inexorable.  The  consequence  was  that  she  never 
failed  to  read  her  chapter  ;  and  when  she  got  to  the  end  of  it,  for 
want  of  anything  better  to  do,  she  read  it  over  again,  or  went  to 
work  with  her  note-book.  It  was  a  very  nice  note-book,  and  she 
wrote  a  beautiful  hand.  When  I  came  to  look  over  the  pages, 
every  few  days,  I  was  astonished  at  the  copiousness  and  variety 
of  her  notes.  On  some  days,  to  be  aure,  there  would  be  but  a' 
single  sentence,  and  that  visibly  written  with  effort ;  but  almost 
always  there  were  questions,  doubts  and  criticisms,  all  of  which 
I  met  as  I  could.  I  found  my  own  mind  taxed  by  hers,  and  finally 
re-read  every  chapter  carefully  that  I  might  be  ready  for  her. 
And  at  the  end  she  told  me  with  delight  that  for  the  fir^t  time  in 
her  life  she  had  read  a  book. 

"  Where  was  the  magic  of  the  process  ?  I  suppose  mainly  in  the 
restraint,  the  moderate  pace,  and  the  necessity  of  writing  some- 
thing. '  Reading,'  says  my  Lord  Bacon,  '  maketh  a  full  man  • 
writing,  an  exact  man.'  To  clearly  define  and  systematize  what 
you  know,  write. ' 

Keeping  Up  Appearances.—" Can't  afford  it;  I  know 
very  well  my  salary  won't  justify  me  in  buying  so  many  clothes  • 
in  hiring  a  livery  rig  every  day,  and  such  like— but  you  know 
one  might  just  as  well  be  out  of  the  world  as  out  of  the  fashion, " 
said  a  young  clerk,  who  is  pinched  in  means,  hardly  able  to  keep 
his  head  above  water,  but,  withal,  a  willing  subject  to  all  the  ex- 
actions of  our  "  high  toned  society."  His  nouie  independence 
his  keen  sense  of  propriety,  takes  the  last  dollar  that  he  has  to  fit 
him  out  for  the  next  party  ;  yes,  and  if  his  pocketbook  is  "  strap- 
ped," his  role  in  society  must  be  played— he  runs  on  his  credit  for 
another  pair  of  kids.  A  few  years  of  his  false  life  saps  his  man- 
hood and  brings  him  to  a  condition  of  the  most  abject  slavery 
Why  will  young  persons  barter  away  individuality  or  happiness" 
and  cater  to  the  whims  and  demands  of  extreme  formal  society' 
when  their  circumstances  and  common-sense  dictate  that  they 
should  protest  against  such  folly?  We  commend  the  courage 
the  manliness  of  a  certain  young  man,  whom  we  heard  say  in  the 
face  of  these  things  :  "  I  wont  knuckle  to  all  the  exactions  of  the 
society  in  which  I  move  when  I  can't  afford  to  do  it ;  I  should 
really  be  afraid  to  appear  at  the  house  of  my  employer/dressed  as 
some  of  my  young  friends  are,  for  suspicion  would  mark  me  down 
as  a  thief.  If  society  wont  receive  me  as  I'm  able  to  appear  I'll 
keep  out  of  it."  "^  ' 

Young  friend,  if  the  money  standard  is  the  one  that  regulates 
the  social  circle  to  which  you  are  looking,  place  your  purse  and 
character  in  the  balance,  and  then  decide  whether  that  i»  th« 
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place  for  you.  Do  not  entertain  the  notion  that  you  can  draw  in 
advance  on  your  monthly  wages,  or  borrow  an  occasional"  ten," 
to  pay  for  this  "  fine  unit "  or  that  "  gold-headed  cane,"  and  main- 
tain thereby  a  worthy  standing  in  any  society.  If  you  would 
make  the  most  of  your  time  and  talents,  unyoke  yourself  from 
the  bondage  of  sham  life,  try  to  be  yourself;  live  within  your 
means ;  cultivate  an  individuality  that  shall  be  the  outgrowth  of 
the  best  qualities  of  your  mind ;  and  your  character,  thus  nurtured 
under  these  conditions,  will  bear  the  impress  of  reality  and  exert 
the  most  potent  influences  for  good.— Business  Monthly. 


POOR    FARMER    JOHN. 

BY  MBS.  H.  M.  B.  GOODWIN. 

Old  Farmer  John  is  sore  perplexed- 
Nay,  Farmer  John  is  really  vexed ; 
He  labors  early,  labors  late, 
Yet  ever  talks  of  adverse  fate  ; 
For  all  his  toiling*  scarce  suffice 
Of  longed-for  lands  to  pay  the  price. 

The  summers  come,  the  rammers  go, 

The  spring  showers  waste  the  winter's  snow ; 

The  while,  from  dawn  till  close  of  day, 

Receiving  naught  but  frowns  for  pay. 

His  good  wife  toils ;  and  anxious  care 

Has  faded  lip  and  cbeek  and  hair. 

Acres  on  acres  stretch  away 
01  woodland,  corn,  of  wheat  and  hay  ; 
His  cattle  roam  o'er  many  a  hill. 
His  brooklet  turns  the  groaning  mill ; 
Yet  still  he  sighs,  and  lungs  for  more, 
And  grumbles  e'er  that  he  is  poor. 

Four  sturdy  sons,  four  daughters  fair, 
Claimed  at  his  hands  a  father's  care- 
He  gave  them  labor  without  end, 
And  strove  their  souls,  like  his,  to  bend 
Into  the  narrowing  groove  of  thought — 
Gold  to  be  earned,  land  to  be  bought. 

Yes,  Farmer  John  is  growing  poor  I 
You  see  it  as  jou  pass  his  door — 
His  old  brown  house  is  small  and  mean. 
The  roof  Is  warped  by  crack  and  seam ; 
The  leaning  bars,  the  half-hinged  door. 
Proclaim  old  John  is  very  poor. 

No  books;  no  pictures  on  the  wall'. 
Carpetles*  rooms  and  dreary  hall. 
Why  think  it  strange  such  farmer's  boys 
Should  seek  the  city's  pomp  and  noise  f 
Should  learn  to  loathe  the  sight  of  home, 
Where  naught  of  joy  or  grace  may  comet 

Why  think  it  strange  his  poor  old  wife, 
Who  coined  for  him  her  very  life. 
Should  pause  at  last,  despite  his  frown, 
And  lay  her  weary  burden  down, 
In  joy  to  walk  the  streets  of  heaven, 
Where  naught  is  sold,  but  all  is  given. 

Go  where  you  will,  search  earth  around, 
The  poorest  man  that  can  be  found 
Is  he  who  toils  through  life  to  gain 
Widest  extent  of  hill  and  plain, 
Forgetting  all  his  soul's  best  needs 
In  counting  o'er  his  title-deeds. 

— Christian  Union. 


If  owl-Reading  for  the  Young*— We  have  but  one  life 
to  live,  and  that  is  short ;  and  shorter  still  is  the  period  of  prepara- 
tion for  its  later  stages.  High  are  the  hopes  and  great  are  the 
achievements  set  before  the  rising  generation.  They  who  will 
distinguish  themselves  in  the  good  things  of  time,  or  the  good 
things  of  eternity,  have  no  days  and  nights  to  spend  on  trash. 
They  who  thus  consume  life  will  not  only  cause  their  names  to 
perish  with  their  bodies,  but  the  world  will  be  worse, for  their 
having  lived  in  it.  The  country  is  filling  up  with  meqand  books, 
and  they  who  will  do,  or  be  anything  must  have  select  books  as 
well  as  select  company.  Headers  of  fiction  justify  themselves,  if 
novels  have  some  good  things  in  them.  We  have  not  time  to 
pick  over  a  bushel  of  chaff,  to  find  a  kernel  of  wheat.  Books,  rich 
as  gold,  are  neglected,  to  fill  the  memory  with  empty  air.  My 
college  class  graduated  forty-four.  Such  of  them  as  let  novels  se- 
riously lesson  their  interest  in  the  course  of  study  talked  largely 

r  taste,  talents  and  Congress.    Though  they  did  not  succeed,  in 


college  honors,  they  were  quite  sure  that  they  would  figure  in 
the  world.  At  the  end  of  a  third  of  a  century  from  our  gradua- 
tion, by  a  meeting  of  the  class,  and  other  ways,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  learn  the  success  of  every  one  o  f  the  forty -four.  This 
.trial  of,  thirty -three  years  showed  our  novel-readers  to  be  little 
tuen.  Such  of  them  as  were  not  in  their  graves  were  bid  in 
some  corners  of  the  earth,  it  could  hardly  be  told  where.  Their 
notion  that  novel-reading  gave  them  good  taste,  good  style,  and 
literary  reputation,  did  about  as  much  for  them  as  dancing  does 
for  accomplished  manners.  Novel-reading  does  'for  taste  what  fe- 
ver and  ague  do  for  beauty.  It  takes  oat  of  the  countenance  the 
lily  and  the  rose,  and  supplies  their  places  with  the  sickly  yel- 
low.— Am.  &  &    Worker. 

Our  Christian  Young  Men.— When  strangers  look  at 
the  crowd  of  street  Arabs  growing  up  in  want,  sorrow,  and  sin, 
they  ask,  "  What  will  become  of  the  future  T"    The  Christian  re- 
plies by  pointing  to  the  tens  of  thousands  of  children,  trained  in 
Sunday-schools,  singing  the  songs  of  salvation,  and  learning  the 
way  ot  life.    On  the  corners  of  our  streets  can  be  found  scores  of 
dissolute  yonng  men,  Irish-Americans,  who  cause  our  police  more 
trouble  than  any  other  class.   They  are  the  burglars,  pickpockets, 
car-thieves,  and  rowdies  of  the  city.      They  fill  the  Tombs  and 
State  Prison.    Down  on  the  "  street  "can  be  found  a  small  army 
of  young  men,  celebrated  for  their  last  living.    Many  of  them  live 
on  an  allowance  from  their  fathers.     They  come  down  at  eleven, 
and  go  away  at  one.    They  dress  in  great  style,  many  of  them  at 
thirty  seeming  older  than  their  fathers   at  sixty.     Paralysis  is 
quite  frequent  among  this  class,  and  premature  baldness  marks 
the  fast  young  men  of  the  day.      But  these  are  not  our  Christian 
young  men.     Should  the  roll  be  called,  and  our  religious  young 
men  and  those  of  the  surrounding  cities  stand  in  line,  they  would 
fill  Broadway  from  the  Battery  to  Harlem  Bridge.    They  occupy 
the  most  important  poets  in  New  York.    They  are  our  best  sales- 
men, clerks,  cashiers,  bankers,  tradesmen,  and  mechanics.     To 
belong  to  a  Sunday-school,  to  be  an  active. member  of  a  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  is  a  recommendation  of  great  power. 
In  the  country,  the  influence  of  our  Christian  young  men  ia  very 
marked.     Take  New-Utrecht  for  an  illustration.    It  is  an  old- 
fashioned  Dutch  town.      The  Reformed  church  has  held  unri- 
valled sway  from  the  beginning.    It  has  no  public  libraries,  no 
works  of  art,  no  wholesome  recreations  for  the  young.    The  town 
want    the  Christian   Association    undertook  to  supply.       The 
young  men  purchased  a  building,  and  fitted  it  up  for  the  use  of 
the  citizens.      They  maintained  public  monthly  meetings,  and 
made  these  attractive  with  music,  concerts,  readings,  and  liter- 
ary entertainments.      This  season  a  coarse  of  lectures  has  been 
maintained,  and  the  ablest  lecturers    of  tke  country  engaged. 
This  is  a  specimen  of  the  work  done  in  a  hundred  towns  in  this 
State  by  Christian  young  men.    In  various  parts  of  the  country, 
the  Associations  seem  to  be  taking  the  question  of  amusements 
into  their  own  hands,  providing  the  people  with  wholesome  recrea- 
tions, and  driving  unwholesome  and  vile  pastimes  to  the  wall — 
Examiner  and  Chronicle. 


Hie  Influence  of  (Jliristian  Mothers. — Our  only  hope 
for  the  cause  of  mankind  is  the  pious  training  and  sacred  influ 
ences  of  home.  There  is  nothing  in  public  government  or  public 
morals  to  encourage  hope ;  bat  I  do  have  faith,  and  strong  faith, 
in  the  ultimate  results  of  the  earnest  labors  of  pious  fathers  and 
mothers.  Here,  the  "leaven"  is  mightily  working,  and  will, 
eventually,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  leaven  the  whole  outside 
mass  that  can  possibly  be  brought  within  its  purifying  and  vital- 
izing influences.  Yea,  this  leaven  is  silently  but  effectively  work- 
ing its  way  in  the  secluded  halls  and  secret  chambers  of  thousands 
of  Southern  homes.  The  holy  ministry  in  the  South  are  begin- 
ning already  to  "  find  a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord,"  as  brought 
to  them  in  the  gospel  which  they  preach,  by  this  same  precious 
leaven  of  home  tuition.  But  yesterday — at  the  young  men's  pray- 
er-meeting in  Marion — three  arose,  and  declared  In  language  that 
bore  the  Spirit's  impression :  We  feel  called  to  enter  our  names  as 
candidates  for  the  office  ot  the  holy  ministry.  When  we  search 
to  find  the  cause  of  this  sudden  and  unexpected  movement,  it  is 
traced  to  the  almost  omnipotent  power  of  three  pious  mothers' 
prayers  and  tears.  Dear  mothers,  then  it  Is  to  you  I  write :  Keep 
your  homes  all  sacred  from  the  corrupting,  contaminating  influ- 
ences of  the  light  literature,  disgusting  paintings,  etc.,  that  are 
now  flooding  the  land,  through  "  authorized  agents,"  and  spread- 
ing taint  ana  death  in  their  wake.  What  caricature*  of  some  of 
the  sublimest  scenes  that  angels  or  men  ever  witnessed  are  fur- 
nished in  some  of  the  pictures  thus  urged  upon  n*  in  our  very 
homes  I  Mothers,  touch  them  not ;  put  them  not  into  the  hands 
of  your  children.  It  will  corrupt  their  pure  minds ;  it  will  cause 
them  to  form  false  and  erroneous  opinions  that,  probably,  all  after 
instructions  will  fail  to  eradicate.  Pictures  leave  a  lasting  im- 
pression on  the  memories  of  youth  :  beware  then  what  sort  you 
place  in  their  hands. — Southern.  Christian  Advoeale. 
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